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AbdilKader,  biography  1S9,  267— [see  Algtria] 
Aberdeen,  lord,  on  the  Globe  iS;  note  lo  Mr.  McLsne 

394 
Adanu,  J.  Q  ,  Mr.  rep.,  on  col.  Grayson's  heirs  7; 
•  lave  trade  corrcs  86;  and  Mr.  Martin  ih;  on  C.  J.  In- 
gcnoll'i  charges  against  Mr.  Webster  101,  171,  173; 
Oregon  terriio.  bill  102;  tariff  115;  Smithsonian  Institute 
130;  secret  servrce  I'linii  135;  Londjn  Times  on  146 

AFRtCA — cotton  50;  southern  12j — [see  Algeria,  Libe- 
ria, Monrovia,  4^c  ] 

African  Colcmization  Society,  meeting  at  N.  York,  re 
port,  cuininents  285 

Agentt  uf  Niles'  National  Register  33,  336 

AgricuUure,  statistics  of  N.  York  6;  Russian  A».  So. 
and  Anier.  minister  13;  Black  eea  spring  wheat  32;  N. 
York  Ag.  Society  36 

Alabimi,  state — memorial   for  nn  armory  at  Tusca- 
juosa,  for  iinprov.  of  Mobile  bay.   lor  public  lands  23; 
biennial  sessions  36;  volunteers  2(J2,  29*;  return  ol  volun- 
teers 371-2 
Alexandria,   D  C ,  bill   for  retrocession    reported   6; 
passed  273,  400;  U.  S.  judge's  residence  39 
Allen,  senator— on  Oregon  6,  40.  6S,  70.  97,  1 16,  134; 
conver.  with  Mr.  Haywood  16;  call  for  Oregon  corres. 
81,  99,  lOO-I,  114;  right  of  search  call  114;  on  the  war 
messajje  166-7,  1S3-4.   160;  Oregon  juris,  bill  219,  220; 
rela.  with  G.  Britain  225;  execv.  sessions  241;  battles  on 
the  R.  Grande  251;  resiyns  as  chairman  of  commit,  on 
foreign  relaiions  250;  tantf  bill                                       302 
Algeria — French  army   baffled  4S;   anolher    battle 
129,  as  usual,  tribes  revolted,  been  chastised  and  plund. 
304;  anolher  batile  320;  anolher  barbaroui  affjir        337 
Almonte,  gen.  192;  appoint,  as  minister  lo  France  and 
England  annulled                                                             211 
Alvarado,  unsuccessful  attack  on                             416 
Anuterdam.  trade                                                                 50 
American  Bible  .Socie/y,  judge  McLane  elect,  prest.  32 
'American  bottom'  in  Illinois                                         36 
Amer.  Coloniz.  ,S'a..  annual  meeting  2;  new  constiiu 
proposed,  finances,  relations  to  Libeiia                3,  29,  64 
ijmer.  hemp,  bill  passed  supplying  navy  with            71 
Amer.  matron                                                                     211 
Amer.  provisions,  in  England  64, 144 — [see  trade  and 
commerce  — see  chrunule page] 

Amer.  whale  Jieheriei,  statistics  3S 

Amer.  mannjactures,  exhi.  at  Washington  proposed  51 
— [see  national  fair] 
Ampudia,  proula  of,  and  comments  193;  biog.        266 
Ammunition  336 

Annexafion— [see  Stkh  war  in  India]  61,  &,c. 

An(Aroei(e  cooi  of  Pennsylvania  4 

Anti-slavery  memorial  from  Pennsylvania  39 

Anti-renters  19 — [see  iVeio  ForA] 
Antiquities  of  Eyypt  80 

Apples,  failure  of,  in  England  370 

Appointments,  by   the   president  1,  17,35.  50,6.5,  81, 
131,  177,  210,  2)2,  257,  323,  3S6 
Appropriation  bill,  for  civil  and  diplomaiii;  56,  64,224; 
for  deficiencies   in  former  71;  for  fortifications   161;  for 
Mexican  \\ar  291;  made  during  session  385 

Arabia,  caravan  for  Mecca  robbed  242 

Archer,  senator,  on  Oregon  res.  39,  54;  on  the  war 
messa:,'e  167;  war  wiih  Me.\ico  186 

Argentine  republic,  allied  French  and  English  forces 
63,  272;  deplorable  scene  on  ihe  Parana  144 

Abeansas,  stale — debt  37;  volunteers  291;  col.  Yell's 
etter  416 

Arista,  gen.  178;  summons  Fort  Brown  254;  account 
of  battles  on  Rio  G-ande,  and  of  losses  265,  2'J6,  ad- 
dress lo  soldiers  ol  U  S  army  279;  pursuit  of,  his  offi- 
cial acjount  of  bailies  and  evacu.  of  Malamoros  296 
Army  JOL'R.VAL — enquiry  as  to  increasing  the  army  6; 
'armv  of  occupaii<m'  qu  is  Corpus  Christi  and  advan.  lo 
the  R.  Grande  18,  50;  memo,  of  adj.  23;  items,  capt.  Al- 
len'* drag.  35;  pr  imo.  and  appoiiii.,  gene  order  No.  30 
Mi  olTii-ial  esli.  for,  in  case  ol  war  with  G.  Britain  55; 
bill  for  an  artdi.  regt.  mount,  rifle,  deba.,  passed  56;  item 
132;  bill  tor  increase  of,  passed  161 ;  as  to  shooting  deser. 
164;  orders  and  move,  of  corps  for  the  frontier,  casual- 
tire,  capt.  Thornion's  affair  176;  gen.  Gaines' reqiii.  for 
volun..  list  of  officers  of  ;he  army  in  Texas  152;  promo- 
tons,  (oTCf  of  army  now  auiho.  196;  ordnance  depart., 
oloihmg  209;  orders  to  detach.,  flying  anil,  gen.  Wool, 
col.  Ci'oss  212;  items  2iS,  256;  gen.  Gaines  ordered  to 
Washington  256;  court  of  enq.  ordered  273,  289;  concl. 
334;  orders  as  to  appli.  for  di.'cii.  289;  rcspi  cling  ihe 
orgai.iz.  of  the  292,  recruit,  of  res.  co  iinien.  for  foreign 
in\a.293;  move,  of  troops,  swords  for  officers,  pay  of 
officers  and  men  293;  present  306;  gen.  Worih'a  corres. 
with  gen.  Taylor,  resig.  withdrawn  313;  move,  of  troops 
336;  promo.,  appoint.,  and  transfers  since  1st  AprU  33S; 
col.  Thornton  acqincd  384;  appoin''a  386;  engineer  corps 
at  West  Point  402— see  uxir  with  JV/ejico — gen.  Gaines] 
— 'Army  of  Texas,'  review  of  campaign,  from  Sout  lern 
Review  266 

Armory,  enquiry  as  lo,  in  Ohio  22;  memorial  for,  in 
Alabama  23 

Armt  in  N.  York  arsenal  S53 

Ashley,  Mr.  rep.,  Oregon  notice  84 


Ashman,  Mr.  rep  ,  board  of  claims  39,  Oregon  notice 
102;  violation  of  eonti.  101;  Ingersoll  and  Webster    172 
Assistant  sect' y  of  state,  bill  to  create  office  ol,  rept.  85 
Astronomical,   eclipse   of  ihe  sun  32;  remarks  on  the 
moon  34 

Atchison,  senator,  on  Oregon  39,  99 

Atlaruic  mail  steamers,  coiuraci  61 — [see  sttamers  ] 
ACSTXIA,  navy  IS;  item  320 

B 
Babe,  the  pirate  210 

Bagbi/,  senator,  on  call  for  Oregon  cor.  100;  Inger- 
soll's  charge  101-2.  191;  larifT  303 

'Balance  of  power,'  dobate  48 

ii«//{;nore— exports,  trade  38,  80,  223;  volunteers  176, 
313,  326;  memorial  of  mililia  officers  283;  highschool 
30b;  deinocraiic'  conv.  on  lariff",  Mr.  riallaa,  itc.      385 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  aci  ol  Virginia  for  the, 
to  the  Oiiio  32 

_Bj«As,  of  Mass.  19;  Ohio  20.  51;   the,  ol  Louisville. 
Ky  and  of  Tennessee,  advance  funds  for  volun.      202 
/?a'ira,  expedition  to,  and  taken  214 

Barrow,  si-nator,  on  Oregon  notice  71 

Buttles— „(    Moodkee,  of    Ferozeshah  61;    of    Palo 
Alto,  official  196-7;  on  the  Rio  Grande  264;  items  of '276 
Battlefield,  visit  lo  the  276; 'hurrali  lor  Eiiglaud  and 
ihe  Sikh  victories'  233 

Bayly,  Mr.  rep,  on  war  with  Mexico  164;  Webster 
and  iogersoll  169,  170 

Belgium,  treaty  119 

Belknap,  lieul.,  report,  battles  Rio  Grande  252 

Bell  foundry  at  Troy,  N.  Y.  38 

Benton,  senator — on  Oregon  notice  res.  14,84,  23;  re- 
port on  libel  39;  on  reply  to  the  call  as  to  prepa.  for  war 
54-5;  call  for  reports  55;  speech  on  Oreaoa  res.  85;  on 
the  war  message  167;  Oregon  tern,  bill  177;  speech  on 
Oregon  218,220,234.  314:  descrip.  of  Columbia  river 
2-34;  on  treasury  note  and  loan  bill  331-2;  on  ratificaiion 
of  Oiegon  treaty  408 

Berrien,  senator,  on  Oregon  notice  39,  55;  war  with 
Mexico  183-4,  188,  191 

Billault,  M.,  speech  on  American  afTairs  27 

Biographical  noiiccs— Thomas  Stockton  24;  Abd  el- 
Kader  139;  gen.  Taylor  229;  major  J.  Brown,  lieut. 
Blake,  lieut.  C  D.  Jordan  230;  gen  Ampudia  266;  sen. 
Butler  294;  gen.  Desha  295;  gen.  T.  Marshall,  gen.  Ha- 
iner  326 

Board  of  claims,  proposed  39 

Bonaparte,  prince  Louis'  escape  242;  Louis,  ex-king 
of  Holland,  obit.  385 

Bonnets  manufactured  by  steam  128 

Boston,  ice  trade  37;  Catholics  in  192 — [see  trade  and 
commercel 

Boyd,  Mr.  rep.,  on  Ingersoll's  charge  against  Web- 
sier  101 

Black,  Mr.  official  correspondence  206 

Blake,  lieut.,  biography  230,  368 

Bradbury.  S.  W.,  senator,  elected  336 

Brackvnbridge,  Rev,  Mr.,  letter  lo  ihe  sonsof  Alrica  63 
iJruncA  min(s,  bill  reported  114 

Brazos  Santiago,  aManuoii  o(  ...    ,.        163 

Brazil  navy  18 — [see  S.  Amer.] 
Breadstuffs,  foreign  and  domestic  market  for,  prices, 
cour.-e  of  trade  146;  efTecl  of  larifj'on  305;  trade  of  Bn- 
tisi  imports  for  twenty  years  354 

Brcese,  senator,  Oregon  notice  6,9,  10,  11,42,  81,  97, 
134;  iiems  33,  65;  war  with  Mexico  184,  190-1 

Bricks,  Somerville  manuf  32 

Brinkerhoff,  Mr.  rep.,   river  and  harbor  bill  7;  expel- 
ling renorier  ib;  remarks  on  the  press  356 
Bradhead,  Mr.  rep.,  7       Brooklyn  dry  dock            223 
£/ou4'/iaffi,  lord,  and  London  globe  makers  16 
Brown,  M.,  rep.,  on  sub-treasury  bill  71;  Oregon  ju- 
risdiction bill                                                                 115 
Brown,  major  J  ,  biog-  notice                                      232 
Brown,  Wm.  esq.,  M.  P.  notice  of                            37iJ 
Buchanan,  capt  ,  U.  U.  A,  report,  letter,    on  the  Rio 
Grande  2d1  ;  'the  Maryland  Line'                                 363 
Buenos  Ayres,  diplomatic  item  289 — [see  S.  Amer.] 
Bumford,  major,   U.  S.  A.,  ihe  inventor  ol  Paixhan 
guns                                                                                   293 
Burt,  Mr.  rep  ,  on  Oregon  terri.  bill   102;  Ingersoll's 
charge  against  Webster                                                 174 
Butler,  gen.,  volun.  army  276;  biog.                         294 
Business  circlet  —[see  last  page  each  number] 

C 

Cabinet,  report  respecting  change  210 

Cuffree,  war  in  South  Africa  320 

California — Leavitt's  cxpedi.  to,  emigrants  for  32,  123, 

208,  arrival  ol  capt.  P'rcmont,  his  route,  the  country  131, 

161;  Mormons  203;  ihe  'Union'  announ   design  of  govt. 

to  lake  and  hold  210;  descrip.  243;  Mr.  Webster  on  257 

California  ezpedi.,  preparing  at   N.  York   311,  327, 

344,  336.  403.  416 

Oalhmm,  senator,  on  Oregon  nolici'  6,  9,22,  39;  his 

speech  42;  call  lor  Oregon   corres.  81,  99,  100;   granting 

lands  to  Michigan  131,  war  message  166-7,  183-4,  186', 

189,  191;  finances  for  the  war  224 

Caiderete,  descripiion  of  432 

Camanche  Indians,  treaty  wiih  257 


Camarfo,  taken,  JeicriplioB  of  <0l 

Chmrron,  senator,  anti-slavery  memorial,  Buliciry  con* 
reniion  39;  Pennsylvania  miners  IW' 

CimpAm/lA,  Ur.  Rush  on  208 

Campbell,  !\Ir.  rep.,  coinpensalion  of  consula  J9 

Canada — parliament,  governor's  speech  80;  irade  228; 
theatre  royal  at  tiuebec  burnt,  dreadful  lose  of  life  241; 
toleration,  274;  British  officers  231;  tire  at  Laprairit;  re- 
joicing ai  repeal  of  our  tanlf  334 
Canah,  Wabash  and    Erie  3;   Ponneylvania,  Cheaa- 
peake  and  Ohio,  canal  boats  17 
Canton,  disiurbances                                                       112 
Capital  punishment  abolished  in  Michigan              31* 
Carroll,  .Mr.  rep  ,  death  of  Mr.  Herrick                  88S 
Cass,  sennior.  Oregon   notice  6,  9,  10,  11,  40,  55,  65, 
94;  speech  85, 102;  O.-egon  corres.  99;  war  mettage  167-8; 
ai  to  ordering  volunteers                                                 212 
Catholics — [see  church  chroniclss] 
Catlin,  Geo.,  on  exhibiiing  Indiana  in  Europe  8 
C'ensuj  of  Illinois  127— [see  ,po;«»la(iOT»] 
Chambers,  sena'or,  Oregon  notice 


Chaparral  178;  description 


26S 


Chaplains,  ("••ithoi.',  appointed  for  the  army  240 

Ch'ipmun,  Mr,  rep,,  of  Alabama  13* 

Chase,  Dudley,  obituary  3S 

Chesapeake  aiui  Ohio  canal  64 

CAeroAtfM- [s  e  Indian  journal] — president's  meMa<{e 
respecting  98,  claims  239;  commis.  appointed  864 

Chi.ma — resioraiion  of  Chuaan  17;  disturb,  at  Cantoa 
lJ2;ireaty  U.  S.  132;  iiema  142,371 

Chipman,  Mr.  rep.,  on  contesied  election  7;  eub-trea- 
sury  ''l 

Chili,  minister  from  352,  403 

Chihuahua,  expidition  343— [see  Mejiican  war] 
CAo/era,  144;  advancing    towards   Europe  again  266; 
in  Persia  336;  apprehensions  in  London  394 

CAurcAcArontc/ej- Lulhern  dele,  to  London  32;  cler- 
gymen educated  at  ihe  military  academy  36;  Catholics 
of  Texas,  of  Cincinnati  80;   appoinled  cbaplaina  of  the 
armv  240;  Montreal  cathedral,  council  of  bishops,  conT. 
in  England  275;  cathedral  at  Philadelphia  320;  ceremo- 
nies at  the  death  of  a  pope,  manner  of  electing  a  sue- 
cessor,  death  of  Gregory  XIV,  election  of  Piua  IX  327; 
debate  in  parlia.  ihereon  328;  number  of  Mormons  211; 
caravan  for  Mecca  robbed  242;  Canada  Unitarians,  Lu- 
ther in  Prussia,  Jerusalem  and  ilie  Jews,  Jews  in  All{«- 
ria,  relorin  in  Germany  274;  Sultan  and  Queen  Victoria, 
Episcopal  Theolo.  Seminary,  school  of  divinity  in  Maa- 
sachuseils,  Proiestani  Epis.  conv  ,  Grace  street  church, 
N.  Y,  the  Jesuits  275;  mission  to  Burmah  320;  church- 
es in  New  York  2« 
Chuian  restored  to  China  1^ 
Claims,  project  for  a  board  for  settling                       39 
alley,  col.  James,  senator,  elected                            339 
Clay,  Henry,  al  N.  Orleans  80;  at  St.  Louie  128,  244; 
letter                                                                                   291 
Clayton,  J.  M.,  senator,  call  for  Oregon  corres.  6,  54-5, 
63,  99;  Oregon   notice  70-1;  on  war  wiih  Mexico  167, 
184-5-6, 188-9, 191 
Clergymen  educated  at  the  military  academy  36 
Clothing  for  the  army  209;  volunteers                     294 
Cobb,  Mr.  rep.  M 
Coal  trade  37;  tax  80;  affeclcd  by  tariff                     363 
Coffee,  speculations  355;  imported  from  ih*  Nether- 
lands, regulations                                                             ^04 
Cottpiitt,  senator,  Oregon  notice  amend.  6 
Colored  population  in  Ohio                                            80 
Columbia  river  as  represented  by  col.  Benton        884 
Columbus,  Ohio,  population                                          51 
Coinage  of  one  dollar  gold  pieces  propoe«d              89 
Comets,  phenomena,  a  double  one                              32 
Commiiitc,  Mr.  Allen  resigns  as  chairman  of  foreign 
relations                                                                        256 
Commanding  generals                                         178,  276 
Congress,  resolve  to  close  session  on  ihe  10th  August  • 
305;  review  of  the  acts  of  the  session  369;  books       404 
Congressional  districts,  Mississippi  36;  N.  Ilampehir* 
t:                                                       86 
'  Conquest'  rcpudialed                                                  267 
Co.NNECTicuT,  Slate— 112,  213;  legislature  assemble' 
governor,  finances,  schools,  prisons  213;  manufacturea 
and  products  256;  volunteers                                         8^4   . 
CojiTUCticul  river,  freshet                                               86 
Constable,  Mr.  rep.  21;  river  and  harbor  bill             89 
C'o7ij(tr«()on— bill  to  reform  the,  of  Maryland  19;  for 
Missouri  submilied  to  the  people  36;  of  Texas              56 
Consul  system,  proposition  to  change  tho                   89 
Coolies,  eniigranis  to  Jamaica                                     80 
Copper  as  affected  bv  the  tariff                                  862 
Copper  mines,  of  Lake  Superior  1;  of  Cuba  66;  iiema 
208;  oemand  for  Ihe  lands                                              320 
Corn  laws,  of  G.  Britain,  probable  operation  25;  Peel 
proposes  to  repeal  llic  43;  discussion  in  parliament  SO; 
second  reading  in  the  house  of  lords  241;  passed      320 
Cotton,  of  S.  Africa  4;  in  British  India  21;  growth  in 
the  U   Slates  22;  items  80,  96;  the  crop,  new  cotton  855; 
prices  down  in  ihe  English  market  370 — [see  last  page 
each  numAer] 

Court  of  inquiry,  gen.  Gaines  289,  406 

Cram,  con) ,  tribute  lo  bit  memory  '1 


IV 


Cratc/ori.  JTm.  H.,  official  lelier*  359 

Orcek  Indian)  320;  tresiy  371— [see  Indian  pumal] 
CrJ/'fnd™,  ►ennlor— Orpgan   nolicp  6;   speech    .,10 

97    114;  o..  call  f.ir  Oregon  curres.  6tt;   Oreauu  juri».  bill 

»nd  .Mr.  Allen  115;  .(.eech  on  Oresion  117;  on  (he  war 

168.  189,  191 ;  on  tinancei  for  the  war  "4 

Cropi  1-28,240.  272;  in  England  385— Bee  chron  page] 
Cro.j,  col ,  firtl  victim  of  the  Mexican  war,  body  lound 

lo4;  general   orders,   tribute  lo   niemury   of  180;  bioB. 

UOtice200;  accouniof  hisdeaih  203 

Cuba  coffee  66;  «anhquake,  annexation  128;Bovernor 

O'Donnell  recalled  '29 

Culver,  Mr.  rep.  on  conif«ted  election  7,  ii 

Cwnbtrland  road,  reiolulioni  to  extend  22;  bill  deleat- 

•d,  passed  ,  1^ 

Cumberland  valley  freshet  34 

Cuttom  houie dulurt—{\Hke)  38;ofricere  354;  regula.  as 


to  payment 


D 


Doily  Timt*  lib»l 

DaUat,  vice  preiidenii  public  press  of  renn.  on  his 

tariff  vote  368;  casting  vole  3S2;  Baltimore  'democratic' 

proceedings  f*^ 

Danieli,  Mr  rep.,  Oregon  lerrilory  bill  l"'' 

Dargan.  Mr.  rep.  23 

Darby.  IVm.,  Texas  and  Louisiana  HI 

Davit,  oenaior,  Huhanes  54;   war  message  163,  166, 

168.  19<);  finances  224;  larifT  303 

ZJav<on,  senator,  call  as  to  increase  of  army  and  navy, 

Oregon  noiice  6,  39;  ireasury  note  and  loan  biC 


Dtbli,  hill  lo  repeal  all  laws  for  collectinL' 

D«o(At— Thos.   Stockton  24;  gen-  Van  Ness,  Dudley 

Chase,  Thus.  Ksll  32;  nl  N.  York  during  the  year  48; 

P;  B.  Dupont  87;  a  J.^raey  Blue  212;  R.  H.  Herrick  285, 

116;  Dwarkaiiaulh  Tagore,  Louis  Bonaparte  385;  capt. 

nit,  col.inel  T.  Huiiiphriee,  col.  Fanning,  capl.  J.  S 

Worth  403;  com.  Weimore  ■lO-t 

Dead  letter  office        177         Denmark  navy  18 

Department  of  n'o/-- ducuinenia  and  esiiniales  of  mi 

lilary  iteftncea  in  case  of  war  with  U.  Bniain  65;  lieser- 

t»rsl64;cor.  orders,  oreaniz.  volunteers  181;  Mexican 

corres.  with  gen.  Scoit  232;  corres  204;  resp.  volun.  344 

Daerlert,  from  army  160;  as  to  shooting  164 

Detha,  gen.  biog.  notice  295 

Detroit  population  272 

Diamond,  mine  80;  found  in  Georgia  214 

DicA-injon,  senator,  Oregon  notice  6,  39,  85;  call  re- 

•pectine  violations  ot  ireatv  of  VVashmeMui  99 

/).p;oma(tc  lournaJl,  IS,  50,  113.  196.211.256-7.239, 

323,  344,  352,  385,  403 

Direct  taze$,  iiitiinalion  respcciiiig  32o 

Diilrict  of  Columbia— [?ef  Alexandria  retroces.]    273 

IHx,  aanaior,  speech  on  Oregon  11;  obil.  of  Mr.  Her 

lick  2S6 

Dixon,  Mr.  rep..  Ingersoll  and  Webster  102 

Dobbin,  Mr.  rep.,  contested  cleciion  report  7,  23 

i>ocuTnents,  estimates  in  case  of  war  with  G.  Brila  n 

65;  relanve  to  Mexici>  204,  338.  389 

Doll  tradt  38 

Douglun  Mr.  rep.,  Oregon  territorial  bill  201 

DromgooU,  Mr.  rep.,  reports  sub-treasury  bill  23;  Ma 

dison  papers  24;  Ingersoll's  charge  against  Webster  101. 

169 
175 
Dry  dock  at  Brooklyn  228;  N.  Orleoni  240 

Dudley.  Gilbert,  true  Jersey  Blue  180 

Duelling,  m  coneiiiuiion,  Missouri  20 

Dulie;  collected  Irom  poria  on  lakes  38 — [see  cAroni 
tkpuge] 
Diaa  kanauOi  Tagert,  dies  in  England  335 

E 

Eartlu{uolit,  at  L.  Island  32;  Cuba  128;N.  England  416 

Eclipie  of  the  sun,  total  or  annular  33,  144 

Education,  in  Virginia  19,  214,  Texas  60 

Eovrr.  navy  18;  aniiqunics  80 

EUctwnt-tiew   Y.irk   19;    New   York   consti.    141; 

Naw  Orleans  36,  112;  New   Hampshire  48,85;  Texs 

6«;  N.  IIiimp«hire,  report  nn<l   delmii-  H&;  I{.  Island  96; 

Conneclicui  213;  Newark  112;  Si.  Loui»  1 12;  Mainp213; 

Loai>iana  214;  Virginia  272;  several  slates  ^4;  Indiana, 

Missouri,  Iowa  -416 

£migra«(s,  to  Oregon  36,  272;  Texas  37;  from  Ger- 

mmny  64;  Coolies  to  Jamaina  80;  paupers  niid  criminals 

frdni  Europe  133;  lo  California  27'2,  troiii  Europe  288;  ai 

New  York  355 

Etifliih  wantt  80 

Episeoijul,  tliii»lot'ical  lupics,  Grace  street  church  275 

— [see  cAurcA  chronicleM] 

Equeatriun  »tatue  ot  Washington,  proposed  6 

£v<r<l(,  Mr.  tnd  l^ndoii  globe  makers  18 

EvanM.  senator,  23;  ircu'y  note  ai  I  land  hill  330,  3.'i3 

Executive  Journal— [sea  fir *t  item  undtr  natiomil  head 

McA  iiumbn-r  36,  97.  196.  354.  371 

Executive  journal  of  U.  S.  senate,  stcret  proceedings 

OD  Oregon  tnoiy  374-5 

£xfcuiit>c  mMJu^e— in  reply  to  call  for  informa.  us  to 

prepsia.  lor  war  with  G.  Britain   Sb;   debate  ihi'ran  54; 

I'attii  resperting  49,  64;  rein,  to  Cherckces  98;  in  reply 

to  call  for  Oregon  corres.  100,  remarks  in  f-eniiie  ihcre<  n 

ibf  in  re;)lv   to  rail  rrspecting  sccn-t  service  fund  136; 

d«hair  itii-reon  136;  illegal  diiiies  uiidt-r  ireaiy  with  G. 

Briltin  225,  relative  lo  genl'-  Scnii  nnd  Gnine!-  231 ;  reply 

to  rail  rsla.  lo  finan.  247;  oHiciul  refiaris  ol  liaiili  n  on  the 

K.  Uraiidr  249;  leimr  from  gen.  Gaines  279;  confid.,  lo 

the  Senate,  rumors  rela.  lo  ila  import  353;  submit.  Oregon 

ne|{uii.  375;  otTer  of  British  gov.  to  mediate  a  peace  wiili 

MezicM  >6;  relative  lo  iiuticr  given  to  G.  Hrilain  of  term. 

joint  occiip.  ot  Oregon   376;  ..iihinming  Oregon  irenly 

forrilifi.  377;  ve'u  of  river  and  harbor  bill  3-(0;  conh 

losoniis,  reap,  ovcriures  lo  Meiiro  384;  veto  on  French 

inili(nu>i)r  bill  Isl,  «uuti.  aakiug  an  appro  of  tt.OOU.UOU 


INDEX. 


10  be  employed  in  negotiating  peace  with  Mexico  387 

llxecutive  power  19G 

Exi!e$  from  Vin  Dieman  51 

Exri-utive  wstioni ,  m"iion  ihal  he,  with  open  donr-  241 

Exprest  boat  Romer  64.  128     Express  riding  21 1 

Exports,  Item  32;  table  ot  grain,  flour,  and  provisions 

123;  and  principal  arrivals  at  St.  Louis  123,  127 

F 

Facloriei,  at  Lowell  37;  in  Virginia  48— [see  manuf] 

fair,  national  at  Washington- [see  national  fair]  64 

Fairfield,  senator  23;  on  prepa.  for  war  with  G.  Britain 

45;  on    increase  ol  navy  71;  navy  estimates  84;  call  for 

Oregon  corres.  1^0 

FarUt,  Mr.  contested  election  7  | 

Furno.  capt.  191    farran,  Mr.  rep.  24 

^Female  kings*  SO 

Fina7ice»— remarks  and  statements  on  192;  debate  in 

senate,  public  press  on,  for  the  war  224;  expenses  of  the 

war  240;   national  241;  president's  message  in  reply  to 

call  relative  lo,  Mr.  Webster  on  247;  operation  of  new 

larifi' on,call  lorinfor.  354;  receipts  and  expen.  quarter 

ending  30ih  June,  1846  354;  treasury  drafts  appear  in. 

Wall  street  400 

fij/jcrifj.  Marliieliead  21;  the  Potomac  32;  memorial 

respec'ing  bounties  54;  whale  38 

Fire,  at  Quebec  241;  at  Laprairie  384— [see  lail  page 

each  ntnnberl 

Flour — [see  grain,  breudstujfs,  trade  and  commerce — 
see  lust  puge  rt.--p€Ctive  numbers] — table  of  exports  of  123; 
iniiiorted  inio  Great  Britain  124 

f/ood  in  spring  of  1846  34 

Florida,  state—  U.  S.  court  64;  enquiry  as  lo  share  of 
suriilus  revenue  55;  boundary  line  213;  Lynch  law     214 
Foreign  rr-^fions,  edilorial  on  the  Oregon  noiice  131; 
"shall  we  have  peace  or  war'  17.  209;  U-  S.  interests  on 
the  Rio  de  la  Plate  36 — [see  Oregon,  Mexican  vxir] 

for<— fort"Gib8on  3j;  a  new,  above  fort  Leavenworth 

176;  Polk,  at  Point  Isabel  197;  fort  Brown  bombardment 

217;  official  account  of  its  defence  254 

ForlifcatioNS,  at  N.  Bedlbrd  6;  Gennesee  rivor  23;  ap 

propriaiion  bill  161  —  [ste  appropriali ms] 

Form  of  government,  a  new  lesi  of  ours  33 

Fra.nce — books  presented  to  ministers  of  justice  of  6, 

7;  debate  relative  lo  Texas  16;  navy  18;  debate  relative 

to  iiffairs  with  U.  Slates  25;  war  against  Algiers  nnd  on 

Rio  la  Piata  33;  debate  on  'balance  of  power,"  minister 

Kins's  ball.  President  Polk's  message,  army  in  Algiers 

baffled  43;  stati--.  ol  popn.,  inier.  with  England  50;  forii., 

'free  trade  league*  114;  Prince  de  Joiiwille  appoinicd  to 

c.nnmand  Mediterranean  squadron,   wages,  fortifi.   for 

Havre,  &c.  proposed;  Polish  atTairs  129;   lobacco  specu. 

!44;  national  debt,  life  of  the  king  aitempied  145,  Le 

compie,  Mexico  and  U.  Siatcs210,  3U4;  a  father  Malhew 

in.  Prince  Lnuij  Bonaparte  escapes  212;   hydrographic 

Burveyiiig  squadron  243;  Abd-el-Kader  257;  another  bat 

lie  in   .-Algeria,  afl'airs  at  Tahiia,  attempt  on  ihe  life  of 

the  king  320;  domestic,  or  larifT  policy  3'24;  buichery  in 

Alijeria,  close  of  session,  chamber  dissolved   337,  353; 

■Mexican  war,  Abd-elKader  fiying  again,  harvest  353, 

.371;  tobacco  371;   another  attempt  on  life  of  the   king, 

Algeria  as  usual  385;  minister  to  403 

French  spoliation  claims,  call  for  report  on  101;  bill 

debated,  Mr.  Uix,  Mr.  Fairfield  134;  passes  both  hou'es 

353;  niesi.ient's  veto  381 

'Free  trade.'  (liritish)  examined  as  lo  operation  on  tea, 

wine, sugar,  tobacco.  &.e.  .S07 

Freshet,  spring  of  1846  34,  64     FreighU  240 

Fremvnl,  capt ,  arrives  from  California  131;  his  expe 

ditinn  161;  aitucked  240 

Friends,  society  o!",  plea  for  peace  274 

G 

Gaines,  sen. — requi.  lor  volun.  182;  debate  in  senate 

on  said  215;  difficuliies  occasioned  by  his  requi..  Louisi 

ana  legis.  appro. e  his  course  225;  execuiivc  message  in 

reply  to  call  lor  instruc.  to,  the  documents  231;  relieved 

fromcc.m.   of  southern  division  and  ordered  to  Wash- 

ingion  256;  corres.  260;  lits  orde  s  276;    letter  to  sec.  oi 

war  279;  court  ol  inquiry,  conc'u.,  384;    proceedings. 

opinion,  (fee.,  offical  decision  40S 

Galveston,  trade  37— [>ee  Texas] 

Garland,  lieut.  col.,  report,  bailies  on  Rio  Grande  251 

Gentry.  Mr.  rep.,  Tfli  n.  24 

(iEoRciii,  siaie— boundary  line  213;  diamond  214;  vo- 

lumeers  343 

G*n-man  emigrants  64;  reform  274 

Giles.  Mr.  rrp  ,oii  Oregon  juris  bill  115 

Glufs,  niaiiul.  of  U.  S.  127;  petition  against  repeal  ol 


tanli" 
Gordon,  Mr.  rep.  21;  on  Oregon  jurisdictit 
Goi'tr;iHien(»,  new  tesi  of  the  operation  of  • 
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115 

form  of 

33 

Great  Britain- secretary  Walker's  larilT  report  1; 
markets,  notice  ol  Mi.  Peel's  new  laiilf,  Imliun  corn  in, 
loid  Morpeth  elected  M.  P  ,  the  press  on  Oregon  que?., 
war  and  'annexation'  in  India  16;  lord  Morpelh  oii 
American  all'.nrs  17;  navy  18,  224,  342;  policy  of  in  re 
duciiig  duties  I9;coilon  ill  India  21;  proba.  operation  of 
new  corn  laws'JS;  indica.  that  I\el's  lariH'  bill  will  pass 
32;  opera,  ngunist  Buenos  Ayres  33;  Yankee  notions 
SI  ntio  .37;  l'eer„  final,  and  tarilf  priijecl,  prevailing,  he 
is  II. m  ciiiiiiiniiiil  on  corn  laws,  trade;  on  rejection  of  ilie 
■  A\,  r  losiiliinii  Oregon  dispute  lo  urbi ,  prepa.  for  war  48; 
Sit  U.  I'cei's  neiv  nieasiuie  and  sjicech  52;  Sikh  war  in 
India61;call  for  corns  with  64;  London  journals  on 
the  Oregon  queston  65;  decision  on  corn  laws  80;  wants 
of.  ienisSI ;  corn  law  tiill  passes  the  comiunns,  warlike 
pnpa,  debate  on  Ihe  Oiegoii  quesnon  113;  p.irliainmii 
ailjairn,  railroad  lever,  corn  law,  revenue,  praters,  lilies 
In  slo.ved  on  conquerors,  ariicles  on  ihe  Oicgon  dispute 
129;  new  con,  Isw  bill,  Oregon  131;  her  protective  sys 
teiii  exunnned  133;  operations  and  policy  in  India,  Sikhi 


war  135,-  American  provi. ,  ice,  Indian  corn  144;  notice 
to  term,  joint  oci-iip.  of  Oregon  desn.  in;  pn-ic  ..r-ic'e  in 
lie  '("-  .Ml  ■  L,  .,-i.pe  qii'tt.  (.nrlia.  u.-seni  .  I  ...la  i  corn 
for  lieia  ,.',I,;,sh  C'lercion  bill  145;  siaiis.  ot  bieadsiuffs 
146;  lord  AI.eideen  f.  .Mr  Pake.ha  ii  rela.  to  arbi  Ore- 
gon dispute  177;  Oregon  question,  coercion  bill,  commer. 
Items,  &c.  192;  new  corn  law  bill  passes  first  reading, 
'Times'  on  Oregon  question  208;  momen.  crisis,  peace  or 
war  between,  and  the  U  Siates  depending  on  decision 
of  the  Oregon  question  in  senate,  British  journals  on  the 
subject,  new  steamer  Terrible,  corn  law  bill  passes  the 
commoneand  read  in  the  house  of  lords.  Peel  designs  to 
retire,  pita  lor  peace,  from  Exeter  209;  London  Times, 
Chronicle  210;  rela.  with,  president's  message  and  corres. 
rela.  to  illegal  duties;  acceptance  of  lerms  proposed  for 
settlement  of  Oregon  dispute  225;  ratifi.  by  U-  S.  senate 
of  Oregon  irealy  with  241;  offer  of  ministers  to  mediate 
differences  wiih  Mexico,  corn  law  bill  second  reading  in 
house  of  lords,  sugar  duties,  Oregon  notice  241;  Caflrc 
war,  south  Africa,  Sultana  and  Victoria  257;  her  SikU 
victories  2S5;  troops  at  Halifax  290;  corn  bill  finally  paw- 
ed, beautiful  appearance  t'fcrttps,  price  of  grain  declinee, 
Peel  designs  to  retire,  Mexican  war,  sympathy  with 
Mexico,  mediation  suggested,  lord  Aberdeen'a  reply, 
items  304;  affairs  with  Morocco,  wuh  the  Caffres,  coer- 
cion bill  defeated.  Sir  R.  Peel  resigns,  succeedsd  by  earl 
Gray,  lord  John  Russell,  and  an  entire  whig  minisiry, 
Cobden  invited,  but  declined  a  seat  in  cabinet,  appoint., 
bank,  revenue,  trade,  tfec.  Peel's  speech  on  resigning, 
Oregon  irealy  reaches  3-20;  lord  Palmersioii's  speech, 
dron  in  gulf  of  Mexico  322;  proffers  mediaiion  336; 
disso.  of 'ami-corn  law  league,' Cobden  fund  337;  new 
tariff  law  348;  ()regon  treaiy  ratiti.  exchanged,  crops, 
markets,  corn  trade  stalls.  354;  itoins,  potato  disease, 
corn  market  spiritless,  flour,  provisions,  rice,  iron,  wool, 
apples,  Mr.  McLane  atW.  Brown's:  new  cabinet,  sugar 
duties  370;  the  Oregon  treaty  and  documents  375;  sugar 
duty  question,  crops,  markets,  cholera  385 — [see  Oregon^ 
'shall  we  liave  war  or  peace.'  trade  and  commerce] 

Grain — crop  of  U.  Stales  and  ot  Europe  6'7;  table  of 
exports  of  123;  ol  imports  into  G.  Britain  of,  for  twenty 
years  354 

Gravel  shipped  to  England  80 

Grayson,  col.  IVm  ,  bill  granting  revolutionary  half 
pay  to  heirs  of,  debated  7 

Grinnell,  Mr.  rep.,  seamen's  bill  115 

Guiiot,  speech  on  U.  Slates,  Texas,  and  Mexican 
affairs  25 

H 
//'imer,  gen.,  biograhical  326 

HaniHn,  Mr.  rep.,  on  contested  election  7 

Httnnegun,  senator,  on  Oregon  nonce  10,  16,  22,  40,  68 
Harper,  Mr.  rep.,  on  contested  election  ^ 

Harrisburg,  frestiet  34 

Harvest,  wheat  crop  238 — [see  crops,  ^e.] 
Hawkins,  capt.  E.  L.,  defence  of  Fort  Brown,  reply  lo 
Arisia  '254 

Haywood,  senator — on  Oregon  notice  res.  6;  and  Mr. 
Allen  16,  22;  his  speech  71;  'Union's' noiice  ot  his  resig. 
345;  Oregon  treaiy  374;  address  to  people  of  N.  Carolina 
410;  leit.  r  ot  acceptance  415 

Havti — formidable  army  50;  difference  with  Spain 
settled  80;  election  of  president  128;  Pierrot  submits  lo 
president  RIche,  death  of  Acaau  160;  popularity  of 
R  iche  336 

Health  of  the  Rio  Grande  194 

Hemp— [see  Amer.]— influence  of  tariff  on  361 

Herrick,  Mr.  rep.,  natioual  reform  24;  death  and  fune- 
ral of  285 
Henley,  Mr.  rep.  24;  Oregon  Irealy                            102 
Heroine  of  Fort  Brown                                       274,  S88 
i/i/;iard,  Mr.  rep.,  foreign  mail  contracl  7;  Ingersoll 
and  Webster  81,  101,  170-1;  report  on  mail  sieamers  82; 
personal  e.xplaiialions  102 
Historical.   Texas  and  the  ancient  province  of  Ijoui- 
eiana  141 
Holland,  commerce  of  Amsterdam  50;   colonial  en- 
terprise and  China  irade                                                   385 
Holmes,  Mr.  rep  ,  harbors  of  Texas  39;  sub-treasury 
bill  71;  Ingersoll  and  VVebsier  81,  101,  170;  Oregon  ju- 
risdiciion  bill  115;  war  with  Mexico                              164 
Home  board            134        Home  grantt  c\ixitn           231 
Home  league,  proposed                                                 406 
Hough,  Mr.  rep.,  Siniihsonian  Insiitule                    130 
Houston,  Mr.  rep  ,  Ingersoll's  charge  on  Webster  174 
Honslon,  senator,  from  Texas,  reaches  Wasliinglon 
65;  lakes  his  seat  69;  on  war  wiih  Mexico                    188 
Howe's  cataract  cave                                                    231 
Hudson,  Mr.  rep  ,  on  river  and  harbor  bill  7;  on  the 
loiiff  23 
Hunler,  Mr.  rep.,  retrocession  bill  6 
Huntington,  senator,  on  Oregon   notice   resohulOl; 
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Pacha  ot  Egypt  211 

Ice.  trade  37;  lo  England  144 

Iceland,  earthquake  .  320 

iLi.t.vois,  siaie — memorial  aga  inst  yielding  any  part  of 

Oregon  6;  'deiiiocraiic'  slate  coiiv.  20;   res   respecting 

nrini.ny,  Cumberland   ri)ad,  (fee  22;  'Anieriean  boitom,' 

.Morinnn  icinpic  at  Nauvoo  36;  census  1'27;  inlnntieri 

203.291,  312;  .Morin  ni  troubles  272 -[see  Mormi^ts] 

Immigration  at  port  of  N.  Y"tk   3 — [se.  em»frn(ion] 

Imports,  of  wool  21;  at  N.  Yurk  21,  128- see  trade  and 

commence] 

l.\DiA — British  war  with  Sikhs,  Sikhs  crop,  the  Pun- 
jatib,  are  deleated,  conflict  renewed  16;  great  b.ille  on 
die  Smieje  48;  'annexaiion'  60;  war  decided  62;  war 
continneu  81;  Sikhs  again  defeated,  war  term  naieii  144; 
British  policy,  ofliciaT  account  of  liie  war  137;  cotton 
culliruiion  21;  railroad  rouie  tu  64;  items  242,371 


IJNUKX. 


Indian  corn— operation  of  Brilish  corn  laws  on  253 1     Literahare.  memorial  for  admission  of  books  and  ap- 

diacoveri^l   'o  be  eatable  4S,  320;    winiime  atieiiiioit  in  |  parnuis  (i>r  liierury  inaiitiilions  free  of  duly  6 

Euruue  14i;  B.iiwli  ;;  IV.  order  sii|i|ilies  l.ir  Ireland  U' 


I 

see  grauisea  last  page  resptclive  numhert] 

Indiana,  aiaie- voiumeera  ^U'i,  '227,343;  alaie  debt 
272,rlrciii'n 


416 


exhi 


Loan,  ilip  iwo  million  loan  bill  noticed  26'J;  bill  autho 
riziiie  a,  reiiorii'd  291 

Lotulon  Times,  notice  of  J.  Q.  Adams,  a  'statesman"^' 
-cply  •'"' 

■  Look  to  Ihe  aaiale'  61    65 

Louisiana,  stiite — lale  surveyor  general  li5;  N  Orleans 
election.  Beat  of  government  19,  36;  cultivation  ol  Cuba 
tobacco  21;  lesi^.  meet  36;  judicial  app  'int.  66;  ancient 
province  ot  141;  prompt  meaanres  In  succor  gen.  Tiiy 
lor,  B.  Story,  ni'-etiii!!  at  N.Orleans  162;  proceedings 
163;  giiveroor'a  orders  116;  "on  Gaiuee'  requisition  un, 
prompt  response,  gov.  Johnson's  teneral  orders.  Loin- 

aiana    legion  volunteer,  col.  Le>vis,  supplies  182;  lund- 

Cheriilte'e  claims  2159;  iippre.  at  Fori  Sn.  llin^,  murdem  i  advanced  by  banks  of  N.  Orleans  202;  «pecial  eleciioo. 
the  Creek  country  32u;   Prairie  Indians  at  VVaabingion,    cigars  214;  le^js.  apii^ove  g'U.  Games' 


Indiun  journal — land  purchase,  of  the  Kansa-;  2,  177; 
xhibi.  of  InJiana  in  Kiirope  2;  memo,  for  abrog.  ol  Se- 
^  treaty  6,  23;  Cherokees  17;  Cnoctaws  18;  removal 
ol  Sac  and  Ko.x  tnbea  35;  item  36;  presideni'a  messaije 
respecting  Clierokees  9S;  bill  to  reg.  trade  with,  reported 
and  debated  135;  Creek  duel  170;  Cherokee  faction 
war,  apprehension  of  troubles  on  ihe  frontiers,  Clioc- 
taw'volun.  211;  treaty  with  the,  of  Texas,  Cuinanches. 
&e.  229,  257;  fuscaroraa  volun.  on  the  R.  Grandi 


ireaty  with  the  Fottawalomics  362,  371;  treaty  witii  the 
Cherokeea  353,371;  Sioux  and  t'awnecs  in  arms  383; 
council  "f  Caiaraugus  reservation  4uU;  Indians  ol  New 
Mexico,  Praine  Indians  4114 

Indian  rubber  bridge  for  the  army  240 

IngeraoU,  J.  R  ,  ftli.  rep.,  Smithsonian  Institute  135; 
on  C-  J-  Ingersoll  '''2 

IngtrtoU,  C.J.,  Mr.  rep.— on  sub  treasury  bill  71;  ac- 
cuBaiion  against  D.  Webster  81;  noticed  by  VVebsier  85; 
call  for  papers  relalive  to  secret  service  money,  deoaie 
thereon,  yeas  and  nays  on  the  call,  violation  ol  conli. 
101-2;  accu.  against  Websier  noticed  113;  accusations 
131;  on  president's  reply  to  the  call  135;  reads  Ins  writ- 
ten remarks  resueciiiig  accusaiion,  ori'era  les.  calling 
for  inlor.  168;  debaia  thereon  16J;  personal  expl 


<oril  lo  g.-n   Taylir  225;  reception  of  deputation  th 


212 


decree 


payineii 


debate  thereon  170;  cull  adopted  171;  comniii.  of  luqmr;    pen.uent_23;.  Websier  and  C.  J.  Ingere, 
appointed,  J.  Q.  Adams,  luriher  explanations  173;  r«- 
Dori   ot  cuniinniee  217;    report    on    cause  of  war  witii 
M.-XICO  ,       ,  291 

Iniurance,  'war  clause'  introduced  176 

IiUernal  impruvements,  Richoionu  Enquirer  on  appro- 
piialion>  lor  3i— [aee  eanals,  roadf,  ,J-c.J 

Intrigue  lo  restoia  Santa  Aon  i  320 — [sea  Mexico) 

loWA— iilliculii  3  as  to  boundary  ol,  as  a  slate  272; 
Stutt  of  Iowa  339;  volunteers  312;  iiecnoii  416 

lRiiLS.\D— want  ol  food  48;  coercion  bill  81,  114;  biU 
posiponeu  143;  rejected  32U  O'Gonnell  114.  145;  ai  Con- 
ciliation Hall  35S;  at  issue  with  'you  ig  Ireland' 385; 
poiato  disea.-e  129.  369;  emigraius  to  America,  crime 
129;disiress  131-2;  suffering  192 

iron,  of  Feiinsylvaiiia  4;   business,  on   L-ike  Cham-  .    . 
plain  32;  eliect  of  lantT  on  tr^de  i.i  307,  356,  Mr.  Weh-  I  ^'^c 
ster  on  363;  item 

I'ving,  Washuigton,  visit  lo  Paris  48 

'!»  war  brewing/'  are  we  ready?  161-2 

Italy,  sitll  disturbed  129 

J 
Jamaica,  sugar  crop  4;  Coolie  emiaranta  80 

Jarnazin  senator,  notice  of  libel  39,  54;  home  board 
°  134 


Jenkins,  Mr.  rep.,  on  contested  elcclio.i  7,  135 

JesuiU  in  France  275 

Jeujj,  at  Jerusalem,  at  Algiers  274;  synagogue  at  New 
York  328 

Johnson  Reverdy,  senator,  on  Oregon  nolice  10,23; 
speech  39,  97;  on  tariff  bill  303.  394 

Jo&nton,  ot  La-,  senator  54;  defence    of  N.  Orleans 
54;  on  war  with  Mexico  186,  190 

Johnson,  Mr.  rep  ,  of  Tenn.,  river  and  harbor  bill  24; 
public  lands  •*9 

Jones,  com-  Paul,  claims  of  representatives  of  35 

Jonta,  Mr.  rep.  ol  'I'enn,,  on   contested  election  7;  ri- 
ver and  h.irbor  bill  24;  Smiihsonian  Institute  135 
Jonei,  Mr.  of  Geo.,  on  tariff  bill                               242 
Jordan,  lieut.  O.  D.,  biographical  notice                  230 
Judicial,  chief  just  ice  N.  Jersey  36;  residence  of  judge 
V.  S.  District  Columbia  39;  U.  S.  court  in  Florida      54 
K 
Kansas  Indians,  lands  purchased  of                   2.  177 
Kearny,  col  ,  promoted  and  entrusted  with  command 
of  the  'army  ol  the  north'  276— [see  uxirivilh  Mexico] 
Keil,  Tlwmus,  ubi^nary  32 
Kentucky,  state — prompt  measures   to  Bustatn  Een. 
Taylor  19;);  gov.  Owsley's  orders  and   despatches  200; 
volunteers  202,  313;  banks  advance  funds                    202 
King,  Mr-  U.  S.  minister  at  Paris  48 
King,   Mr.   rep.   of  Ga.,   Ingersoll's   charge    against 
Websier  135,  174-5;  report  on  mail  steamers 
Knoxeille,  Tenn-,  port  of  entry 

L 
Labor  and  industry,  effects  of  larifl  on  366 

La  Barita,  expedino.i  aaainsi,  laken,  situated        230 
Lake — navigaiion,   firsi  steamer  of  the  season,  trade, 
duties  38;  Cliamplain,  iron  business  32;  Erie  80;  Superi- 
or, copper  region  1.  320;  survey,  report  134 
i'lndbi/I.  h^  use  bill   rej.-cled  in  house  of  reprefeiiia- 
lives   reconsidered   3U4;   -enate    bill  passed  senate  304; 
is  atnendeJ  and  passed  by  house,  yeas  and    nays      305 
io  W'lte.  L'.  Si  lies  inierests  36 
Lawrence,  Abbott,  leiior  respecting   manulaciures  in 
V.ri!l..la  -li    40    62;    .ii  tar.ff                                            46,  62 
Learned  blacksmith,  E-  Burriii'3  trip  ;o  England      369 
Le^'o/ deeJ.H-ion.  patent  tight  19 
Letters  o/ muripie,  notn--G                                             162 
Lewis,   senaior,    finances   for  war  224;  repeal  ol  iho 
taritl'                                                                                   333 
Libel,  nolice  o(  a,  in  U.  S-  senate  39 
Liberia- relations  of  American  Colonization  Society 
Willi  3;   Items  96.  128,  145;   revenue  ol,  Chesapeake  or 


delivered  It  279;  volunteers  313 

Lowd.  capt.  U.  S.  A  .  sword  to  4  16 

Lowell,  factories  and  factory  girls  37 

Lumber  trade  on  the  St.  Johns  36 

M 

JVfcOjii,  capt.,  battles  Rio  Grande  343 

McClernand,  .Mr.  rep  7;  Oregon  notice  133 
McConnell,  .\Ir.  rep.,  .aob-treasury 
McDowrll,  Mr.  rep.  23;  treaty  making  power 

McDiiffie,  senator,  Oregon  noiiee  84;  war  with  Me 

CO,  Oregon  ireaty  185;  inrlff  303 

McHi-nri/,  Mr.  rep.,  contested  election  7 

Mi,-7n/os/i,  eol.,  wounded  214 
Mchay,  Mr.  rep  ,  post  office  bill.  N.  G.  Tavlor's  ex- 

(Tbill  112-13 

McLune,  jiidg**,  president  bible  society  32 

McLane.  Louis,  minister,  exchange  of  Oregon  treafv 
reinrn  353,  403;  at  Mr.  Brown's  376;  official  letter  Iroiii 
»nd  inslruciiona  to  "       376,  389 

McLane,  Mr.  rep  ,  on  tariff  2 12 

McLeod  case,  call  for  corres.  101 

ih-Nulty.  Ohio  voluiileers,  death  of  343 

Madiigascar,  massacre  37 1 

Madison  papers,  bill  to  purchase  24 

Magnetic  telegrapk  240;  plienoinena  272;  government 
monopoly  considered  273 

M'u7»— failure  22;  call  for  report  of  contracts  for  lo- 
j9;i    reie-i  7,  51.  177;  Mr.  King's  project  286;  Herald         287 
MiiNE — Portland  144,  339;  legislntnre  meet,  governor 
U.  S.  senaior  213.  269;  E.  W.  Bradbury  elected 
37Q  1  336;  ballot  339;   finances  213,  339;  slate  credit,  lemne- 
' ranee  act  339 

Mangum,  senat  r  39,  54;  on  Oregon  114;  on  war  wi  h 
Mexico  183    185,  191;  tariff  302 

Mansfield,  capt.  repori,  defence  of  Fort  Brown      264 
Manufactures — British    policy  in   respect  lo  duties  19; 
Abbott   Lawrence's  letter  lo  Virginia  28;  national  fair 
at  Washington  64,  243,  268;  pianos  64;  glass  127;   bon 
nets  by  steam  128;  of  Connecticut  259 

Map,  seat  of  war  193         3Iarble  in  Tennessee    144 
March  to  Santa  Fe  281 

Marine  corps,  call  for  report  85 

Marshall,  g.  n.  T..  biography  326 

Marshall,  Benj.,  letter  on  the  tariff  359 

Maryland — relalive  to  resuming  payments  19;  rail- 
road iron  64.  213;  slate  senators  66;  volunteers  200,  202, 
228;  Gov.  Pratt's  general  orders  200:  nionuinent  to 
Ringnold,  appninttnenl  213 

'•Maryland  Line,"  Col.  Cross  200;  Ringgold,  Ridgelv, 
Mav,  Walker  201,278 

Massachusetts- boundary,  banks  46,  47,  19;  bricks, 
wanted,  woollen  factories  32,  Lowell,  factories  and  far. 
lory  girls  32,  37;  railroad  statistics  212 — [see  volunteers] 

•294 
i\/ij(nniorof,  178;    map    193;    laken  214;  incidents  of. 
capture  228;  official  report  255;    description,    &c.  262; 
Aii.^ta's  account  296 

May,  capt-,  biography  201;  report  of  battles  2o-2 

Mazntlan,  description  276 

M(di'ilion—{see  war  u-ilh  Mexico]— oSer  of  G.  Briinin 
241. '256-7;  Mr.  Webster  on  257;  proffered  236 

Memento,  Jesse  D  ,Smith  at  Salem  240 

Mexico,  republic  of- submits  to  Paredes  16;  mails  18; 
the  French  peers  debate  25;  indi.  of  war  32;  'shall  we 
have  war  or  peac*;'  33;  Almonte  resigns,  royal  editor  es- 
capes, affairs  look  more  pacific,  Santa  Anna  prepa  to 
quit  Cuba  33;  gen  Mejia  returns  to  Matanioros  61,  96; 
Ampudia  reaches  San  Luis  Polosi,  mutinr.  monarchical 
project,  mr  Slidell  demands  a  definitive  reply  96;  he  re 
turns  home  97;  remarks  of  Intel.  98;  internal,  affairs  o( 
96;  procia  of  Paredes  97;  items  123;  disposi.  against 
Santa  Anna's  move..  Arista  super.  Ampudia  in  com'd 
ol  the  army  ol  the  north.  Bravo  in  com'd  at  Mexico, 
revolu.  postponed,  loan,  Paredes  and  the  press,  steamers 
at  Cuba  sold  160,  228;  manifesio  177;  discipline  180;  fo- 
reign  influ.  and  pariial.  of  the  Mexicans  194;  road  to 
Mexico,  sickness  relied  on  as  a  defence.  Paredes,  &.e. 
196;  olficial  corres.  accomp.  President  Polk's  message 
reconi'g  war  with  Mexico  204;  appoint,  of  Almonte  as 
minisier  to  Europe  annulled,  Santa  Anna  21 1 ;  remarks 
as  to  plan  of  condiicl.  catnp'g,  &.r.  212;  niediaiion  pro- 
posed—  [see  mediation] — revolu.  move's,  clergy  dissatis., 
Santa  Anna's  party,  payments  susp.  242;  Dr.  Wood, 
bearer  of  desp-  from  the  Pacific  squad  ,  passing  throuith 
.Vlexi'  o,  meets  and  forwards  to  com  Sloai,  intelli.  ol  the 
war  243;  stati.  of  affairs  in,  leading  families,  gen  Urrea, 
Conde  Haral,  (Stc-,  Californians  243;  route  from  Maia- 
moros  to  Monterey  and   Saliillo,  topogra.  of  "265;  Mcxt- 


troops  for  San  Luis  Polosi,  Malamoros,  Vera  Cruz,  c&c-, 

interior  resources  of,  insurgents  of  Guadalazara,  delpor. 

of  the  counlry,  U.S.  army   approaching  Camargu, 

dionz.  privateers,  sen  Bravo  assumes  duties  of. 

lei  I  y,  iar.ous  revolu,  in  favor  ol  Sama  Aiiim, 

•n  b.  atSan  Luis  Puiosi401;   Indians  ol  New- 

il  the  prairies  404-7[8ee  war  with  Mexico] 

in  indemni/y— president'.-  nie.-sage  on  1,  bill  for 

of  claimaiiis  reporied  39;  call  foi  itilorina.  134; 

script  issued  335 

MiCHioAN,  siaif— public   landa  for  improv.  of  ■2'2,  23; 

bill  dehaied  39;  demand  for  3'20;  unpleasant  svmpioins 

66.  eiipital  punishment  abolished,  right  -.f  suffrage     214 

Mihtin.  I. ill  (or  ainiini;  the,  ol  Oregon  reported  6;c"q. 

»'   ■;  ^ diHL'  iMWs  51.  law  of  N.  York  ab.lislied  213  , 

Mihtury  academy,  clerical  iie.ii  36;  uppio.  bill  passed 
101,  2i2;  e  tin-els  302 

Mtssivirpi.  siite-bill  reported  in,  to  repeal  all  laws 
f  u  cllectini;  debts  19;  southern  railroad  '20,  connress. 
di>iiicts,  np|ioriioninent  of  .lenat.-rs,  reprcsen.  36;  ses- 
sion closed,  public  Iands66;  loriiauo  214 — l-eevo/un- 
'"-•■'l  ■.,.94 

Missouri,  state— duelling  prohibited  in  new  coi.slitu- 
lion  '20;  the  constitution  submitted  to  jiopiilar  vote  36- 
volniiieers  202.227,312;  spirited  proceed,  ai  St.  Louii 
■2U2,  eler.ioi,  4l6-[--ee  St.  Lous] 

Mobile  bay.  memorial  (or  iinpr..veinent  23 

Money  mark'  (- [see  last  page  eacll  number] 
Montreal,  chulhedral  275 

Jl/on/crej/,  ilesciiption,  population,  &,c.  265  402 

3Io7isttr  gun  '  336 

M(.n»«if7i(,  capt.  E.  R.SIiubrick  35 

3Ioon.  remarks  on  the  34 

Moors,  item  129;  difficulties  with  England  320 

Morehead,  senator,  call  lor  Oiegon   corres   69;  prepa. 
r  \\.\t  messiige  167;  preamble  to  war  bill  191;  laiiirSOZ 
il/o/-mOH»— leniple  at    Nauvoo  36;  cniig.  to  Caliloriiia 
'208;  nunilicr  estimated  211;  troubles  in  Illinois 272,  352; 


'286 
39 


Liberia  packet  129;  slaver  Pons  143;   finances  145;  tent-  :  can  ladii-s  296;  London  jour,  on   the  war,  intrigi 
peraiice;  emigrants  arrive  by  the  Roanoke  146isuppres     restore  Santa  Anna  to  power  320;  decree  rela.  10  extra'y 
sion  of  slave  trade  384    congress,   national  debt,    ports  opened,  Camancties  of 

Littsetd  od,  effect  of  tariff  on  SSI  |  Chihuahua,  American  vanguard  approach.,  move'ls  of 


enlist  in  the  expedition  against  Caliloriii'a  327  'ibi  "in 
Morpeth,  l.ird,  on  American  afiairs  '    17 

Morria,  cnptuin    L.  N.,   official   repori,    battles    Rio 

Grande  261 

Mounted  riflemen,  debate  on  bill  8j 

-N 
Names,  derivation  o(  Oregon  35 

Nantucket,  fire  at  3.50 

National  fair,  of  manufactures,  &c.  at  Washinr-too 
circulars  82;  ihe  lair  128,  177,  '20S,  -lii,  268 

Rational  hejorm  Association,  memori.  presented  24 
Naval  journal— enquiry  as  to  increa.  the,  report  im 
the,  ol  foreign  powers  6;  ol  the  world  18;  item  16  18  34- 
N.  G  Taylor's  exper.,  23;  unpleasant  iluiies  ot  'the 'gulf- 
squadron  32;  c  amis  of  repr.  of  capt  Paul  Jones,  nion- 
unienl  m  capt  E.  R.  Shul.rick,  capture  of  the  Panther 
ol  the  Pons,  appoint.,  ocean  steamers  35;  Fort  Crawford 
36;estimaies  for  the,  in  case  of  war  G.  Britain  55  71- 
remarks  thereon  S3;  by  senator  Fairfieltl  84;  byMr' 
Burt  85;  post  offices  for  177;  ihe  several  squadrons,  offi- 
cers detailed  96;  cimi  Conner's  desp.  from  Brazos  of 
bill,  9ih,  and  12,h  May  197-8;  expedi.  against  Banta 
204;  com  Conner  s  orders  to  squadron  2.i6;  items,  re- 
cruits for.  vessels  and  operations  at  Porismoutn  and  other 
navy  yards,  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn,  additions  to  the  navy 
sieaniers  228;  naval  board  of  exam.  240;  operations  oti 
Ihe  Mexican  coast  lA;  three  ships  of  the  line  290-1-  un- 
sutce.=slul  expedition  against  Alvarado  '  416 

A'aio(  board  aj  examiners,  list  of  midshipmen  in  order 
^ei\!in„d  .3U6 

A..f(ii  board  of  officers,  summo.-;ed  lo  Washington 
323;  specn.  as  to  the  object  324;  question  of  promotions 
remaiks  thereon  3J4 

Naval  general  orders,  respect,  vacancies  in  grade  of 
masters  400;  relative  to  naval  cons.  404 

Calt/ornia  expedition  fitting  at  N.  Y- 292— [see  Cali- 
fornia expt:] 

i'Mmtrs,  Gundaloupe  and  Montczutua,   buildin"  at 
N.  York,  purchased  by  govt  228;  three  sclirs.  do     "292 
lexcin  navy,  composed  ol  256;  sorvey  of  290 

Brilish  squadron  in  the  gulf  242,  324 

Fnnch  squadron,  in  the  gulf  256;  iron  steamer    '  291 
Spanish  squadron  for  the  gulf  255 

fcruvian  steamers  jno 

Rpvt-nue  cutters  j-^-r 

Naval  depot,  memo,  of  Tennessee  for,  at  Memphis  6 
A,n-o;«,ognamm,(y,  ship  Kent  '^    m, 

AJncan  »qu^tdron  j^g 

Brazilian  squauron  aqa 

China  .■:quadrun  jg    4QJ 

Gidfj<q„adron  IS,  133,  17S,  212,  228  324 

Pattjic  squadron  32  242  29-' 

j4Ma.iy  sloon  of  war,  capt  Bteese,  tocom.  290;  splen- 
did launch  at  Brooklyn,  description  291 

'^t,^''V'"^^l°"''.  °^  "■"■■  29'';  'he  Boston,  ready  for 
sea  291);  the  Columbus,  man  of  war,  from  [Jaiavia  for 
China  18;  the  Cvnstitution,  frigate  at  lil  izatinn  32- 
.netting  British  squadron  in  the  Pacific  133;'at  Valpa^ 
raiso404;ihu  Coiuni/,ia,  arrives  at  Rio  Janeiro  16-  the 
Co„iWe.,s,  frigate,  sails  (rom  Kio  J-ineiro  f.,r  the  Pacific 
b;  ne  .f^/moalA,  sloop  of  wy,  at  Vera  Cruz  for  the  gulf 
IS;  the  Flirt,  schr.  at  Norfolk  (or  the  gult  IS-  the  Ger 
Tmintuwn,  frigate,  launched  403;  the  Hunter,  iron  siea- 
iner,  at  N.  Oncans  16;  the  John  Adams,  aluop  of  war  at 
Vera  Cruz  18;  the  Indepcidimce.  razee,  in  dock  '  at 
Ciarleslown  i.avy  yard  133;  nearly  ready  fbr  sea  178, 
4113;  ineJomesto.,,,,,  sloop  of  war,  captures  the  Robert 
\Vil,-on  3j;  coast  of  Africa  211;  iheLawrame  htu  at 
Pensacola  290;  the  Levant,  sloop  ul  war.  a.  Mazullan 
32;  the  Lexington,  store  ship  292;  the  Mississippi,  stea- 
mer 176;  ai  Pen.saco.a  '243;  the  Ohio,  to  t,e  fi.icd  (or  sea 
4U3;  ihePerry^al  Norfolk  178;  ,be  Porpoise  at  Vera 
Cruz  18;  lUe  For f  mouth,  sloop  of  war,  ai  Rio  Janeiro 


INDEX. 


18;  at  Mazatian  32;  the  Preble,  290;  the  Princeton,  stea- 
mer, blockailing  Vera  Cruz  291;  detached  for  Peiisaco- 
la  352,  ilie  Potomac,  trioale,  leaves  Pensacola  51;  at  Vera 
Ciuz  133;  ihe  Harilan,  sloup  of  >var,  at  liio  IB;  nieknesa 
2yi ;  at  I'e  i-ae.)la  403;  ihe  St.  Maryj.  sloop  o(  ivar.  at 
Vera  Cruz  it.  176; affair  ai  I'ani'jiuo  23:i;iiih  Haeannah. 
slo..p  u(  war,  111  Mazatian  32,  4U4;  llie  Sonurs  243;  ihe 
Spitfire  4U3;  the  TVaxIon.  sails  Iro/n  Norlolk  212;  the 
Vimeniies,  sloop  ol  war,  from  Baiavia  for  Cliina  18;  ihe 
Vixen  403;  the  Warren,  -loop  of  war,  at  Uilo  32;  the 
Yorktown,  sloop  of  war,  captures  the  Po.is  32,  35;  arrives 
at  Bosioii.  cruise  211 

Navai  ajicirs— purser  Rice,  ob.  18;  capt.  Livalelle  to 
MeiiiphH  navv  yard  35;  tribute  to  ineiuory  of  corn. 
Crane  51;   hem.   Blake   I3t;   heut.   Hurst  restored  176; 

capt.  Sk tr  to  Gosport  navj;  yard  403;  coin.  t\ich  il- 

son  to  lake  coinniand  of  Pacific  squadron  404 

jVewur/i,  ehction  112 

New  HajMfsuire,  state— movement  of  the  clergy  16; 
election  4S;  report  and  debate  on  election  returns  85; 
le^is.  meet,  elect  A.  Coleby  gov.,  and  J.  P.  Hale,  U.  S. 
eenat'ir;  re.-olve  lo  receive  her  proportion  of  U.  S.  land 
fund  ,ll^trlllU  ion  259,  voliiii  294;  col.  J.  C.  Cilley  elect- 
ed U.  S.  senator  339;  legi^la.  adjourn,  "old  man  of  the 
nionMiains-  310 

New  Holland,  exce-ssive  heat  16 

New  Jeksev,  state — debaie  on  contested  eleclion,  re- 
ports 7,  23;  chiel  justice  35;  appointments  36;  con^res. 
diHinci.*,  session  closed  128 

Netherlands,  tariff  reaulafions  on  coffee  from  404 

NeiD  Orleans,  election  36,112;  defences  of  54;  trade 
r,7.  240;  colloii  ship;iients  96;  dry  dock  240 

New  Vork  Agricultural  iSociely  36 

Kew  Vork.  Mate— cliarer  election,  anti-rentism. 
prinllog  19;  agrlcul.  statis,,  trade  21,  36;  eartnqu  ike  32; 
bell  toundry  at  I'roy  3i,  elections  112,  144;  canals  144; 
voiun.  reso.,  Kgis  adjomn  176;  mihiia  law  abolisheu, 
teinperanci-qnesiion,  dniress  lor  rent  abolished,  remarks 
till  re. 'n  212;  arnisol  256;  irensus.  improv.,  consti.  conv. 
assemble,  or-anize,  &c.  29^;  volunieers  291,  343;  In- 
dian council  at  Caiiaraugns  reservation  4U0 
New  York  city,  di^atlis  -Un  ing  the  year  48;  arrivals, 
enil^.  p.ihseoijers  355 — [st-e  trade  and  cominerct] 

Newspapers,  'Naii  nial  Inlelligencef'  and  'Union'  4; 
the  firm  publication  in  Virginia  19 

Nilts,  jcnaior,  on  mail  steamers  6,23;  Oregon  nt»tice 
54;  oil  giaiiiinij  public  lands  to  Michgian  131;  tar.ff  bill 
303,  a32;  Oru-oii  ireSiy  375 

Niobium,  .1  new  nieial  32 

iNoaru  ujR'iLi.vA,  state— volunteers  294.  313;  senator 
Haywood's  adJrcj,s   to  ilie  people    of  410;  ins  letter   ol 
uccepiance 
Norris,  lucoinoiives 
Norway,  charge  Irom 

O 
Officers,  bill  for  assi.stant  sec.  of  siate,  reported 
Ohio  river,  freshet  34;  irade  and  improv.  of 
Ohio,  oiaie — memorial  against  increase  ol  postage  7; 
p..htic.il.conven.,  legis.  adjourn,  colored  population  20, 
nieiiiori.  for  a  canal  at  the  lalls  of  Onto  23;    new  stale 
iiouse,  banks,  cenaus  o(  pr.ncipal  ciiies  51;  canal  trade 
127,  volunkers  227,  294,  313,  386 

Ordnance,  monster  gun  336;  activiiy  m  depart.  209 
OK.u;GO,N— derivaiion  of  n.inie  36;  emigration  to  36. 
211,  -zTi,  276,  281,  416;  title  to,  from  coniinui  y,  argued 
138;  'Oregon  and  wcsiern  steamers,'  'Oregon  que.-tioii 
»ehled.'  Cnarleston  Mer.  175;  marcb  of  civiliza.,  mileage 
of  memb.rs  ol  congresi  lr..iii  214,- iienia  241;  account 
of,  11.  «s  ir.im.  Oiegoii  ciiy  340;  einigranis  to,  returns 
and  report  341;  irade  343 

Oreoo.v,  lerriiory— i"i"!  occupancy,  remarks  on  res. 
to  n.iiily  li.  Brituin  ihat  joini  occupancy  lerminaies  1; 
debaie  and  proceed,  in  senate  ihereon  resumed,  Dick- 
inson, inoiion  lo  posip.ine.  Colquiii's  amend'i,  Cillioun, 
Cnitenden,  Allen,  Ureesu's  amend'i,  Huimeuan,  Illinois 
res.,  J-  -M.  C.ayto.,'s  call  lor  corres,  6  54;  debaie  63,  99; 
yens  and  nays  on  adopiing,  president's  reply  100;  deb.ue 
resiimid,  Dayton  Haywood,  6;  Crittenden's  tpeech  7; 
VVel»ter  8;  Cass,  Breese,  Calhoun,  Hiinnegaiir  Allen, 
Jihn9)n,ol  Md.  10;  Dix  11;  Uemoii  14,-  Ijriiish  jour.,  | 
od,    Allen.    Haiinegan    16;   rumor  of  «dju^t.  oi 


of  avoidine  by  making  no  preparalioiii  for  war,  British  |      PxMie  deposites—[eeo  la»t  vage  respective  nttmbere]— 
press  209-10;   Mr.  Benton's  great  speech      2 18, '234,314  j  /- «         a-  80,288 

Oregos  TREATY— ratified,  confirmed,  and  forwarded  Public  lands— grantB  for  internal  improiemenie,  of 
to  England -20,;  remarks  253,  306;  treaty  reaches  Lon-  MichiL-an  22;  memorial  from  Alabama  respeciing  2S; 
lion  320;  Loid  m  I  imes  322;  sppcu  of  newspapers  as  Mr.  McConnell's  proposiiion  24;  sales  of  38;  Mr.  John- 
lo  113  provi.  340;  raiifi.  exchaii-ed  353;  anoouiiceJ  in  soi  of  Tenn.  on,  leave  asked  lor  bill  to  grant  lo  «very 
p^irlia.  386;  journal  of  senate  on,  during  secret  ■essi.)n8  poor  man  39;  debate  39,  137;  N.  Hampshire  votes  to  re- 
J'4-5;  yeas  and  nays  on  amend.,  on  raiilying  375;  docu-  "  "  ' 


tocol  draft  of  proposed  conv.,  official  notice 
to  G.  Britain  of  lerniina.  of  joint  occu.,  Mr.  .McLane  to 
Mr.  Buchanan  376;  mes.sag?  with  a  treatv  concluded 
377;  doc.  ol  the  ntgo.,  Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  McLane 
378,  389;  Mr.  Benton's  speech  on  the  treaty  408 

I  Orego.')  territorv— bill  for  arming  militia  of,  report- 
ed 8 
Oregon  territorial  jurisdiction  bill— debate  102;  debate. 
Various  amend.,  bill  passed  by  house  134;  .Mr.  Westcott's 
sp-ech,  aennie,  rominittee  suggests  postpon.  beyond 
the  session  177;  Mr.  Benton  192;  debate  in  senate  219 
—Bill  to  protect  ihe  right  of  American  ciiizens  in,  re- 
ported m  house,  debate  114-5 
—  Bill  to  reg.  inier.  wnh  Indians,  debate,  bill  post.  135 
'Our  counfry'- ihe  London    Jimeson 'a  moon-etruck 


niadnia 
Ouien,  Mr. 


146 


414 


403 


37 


ments 

."P-,  Sinilhsoniiin  Insti. 
P 
Pacific  whalers,  Peruvian  decree  176 

Page,  capt.  U.  S.  A.,  wounded  214,  death  368 

Pume,  .Mr.  rep.,  on  river  and  harbor  bill  6.  7 

Painlings.  for  ihe  capitol,  report  on  85 

Paichanguns  were  invented   bv  major  Bumford  293 
Pakenham,  right  hoil.    iJic'ii.- [see  G.  Britain]— sect. 

Walker's  tarifl'  report  1 

Palo  Alto,  b.-i  tile— [see  war  wilh  Mexico] 
Panama  bay,  hydrographic  survey  243 

Paredes.  president  of  Mexico,  biography  195;  manif. 

199— see  itxzr  wilh  Mexico] 
Park,  Mango,  respecting  death  of  50 

Passengers,  arriv.il  al  .\.  York  355 

Patents,  report  of  commissioners  of,  presented  6;  legal 

decision  resp  cling  rights  19;  item  114 

Patterson,  gen  ,  volunteer  command 
^  Paupers  and  criminals,  respecting  shipment  of 


276 


Pai/  of  officers  and  privates  of  the  army  293 

Payne,  Mr  rep.,  on  Oregon  113 

Pturce,  .Mr.  rep.  23 

Peel,  sir  R.,  speech  52;  resigns  320 

Penn,  IVm.  and  slavery  67 

PE.\'NsyLVA.>JU,  State— coal  and  iron  of  4;  canals  64; 
legislature  adj  -urns,  railwiy  controversy  144,  213;  items 
on  Slate  debt  259;  volunteers  294,  326;  debate  on  memo 
rial  (if  the  minors  of  3-29 

Pennybacker,  Mr.  rep.  on  war  wilh  Mexico  186 

PtRu,  republic  of- regnlaiion  respecting  whalers  176; 
coiitrac!  for  steamers,  indein  ,  nonce  to  claimants      40J 
Petitt,  Mr.  rei..,  <m  the  lariff  23;  commit,  of  inq.     173 
Peyton,  col.  Bailie,  proceeds  to  Mexico  400 

Phelps,  senator  69 

PhUadelphia-coa\  trade  -37;  wheat  3?;  proceedings  of 
meeting  claiming  all  of  Oregon  and  recommending  in- 
crease ot  army  and  navy  133;  volunteer  ineeting'l76; 
'democratic'  anti-tariff  meeiing  324 

Piano  Forte  manufaciure  64 

Pilot  boat  Romer,  trip  to  Europe  33 

Pillsbnrg  irudo  37 

Wuning- macTiinc,  respecting  patent  19 

Pte't  fur  peace  274 

Point  Isabel,  situation  of  163;  defences  179;  durine 
b:,llle9ih  Alay  I9M 

Poland,  rebellion  81;  suppressed  123-9 

Polk.  James  K,  Pre--ideni  U.  Slates— [see /a-esi&n/- 
see  MtcuftDf]— congress  differs  with,  on  0;egon  ques  3.f 
-Pons,  slaver,  captured  3-2   35 

Pope  of  flome— ceremony  on  the  death  of,  and  elec- 
lion  ..I  successor,  death  of  Gregory  XVI  and  election  of 
I  lus  lA  227;  dehale  in  parliament  ihereon  3'28;  cardinal 
reroie  elecied  3'20;  general  amnesiy  386 

Population,  ul  Columbus,  Onio  51;  ol  Illinois  127;  ol 


ceive  her  quota  of  surplus  revenue  from  259;  demand 
for,  in  the  copper  region  Lake  Superior  320 — [see  land 
bill]  304-5,  353 

Q 

Quakers,  plea  for  peace  274 

Quebec,  theatre  royal  burnt,  dreadful  loss  of  life    241 
Quartermaster's  department,  estimates  for  appro.     280 

■KajVroudj— southern  in  Mississippi,  &,c.  20;  items  32; 
a,  sold  Vii;  mania  in  England  129;  the  Pennsylvania 
and  Baltimore  controversy  144.  212;  of  Maryland  Min 
iiigCo. ,  of  Massachusetts  212;  a  monsrer  train  334 

Railroad  iron  of  Maryland  64,  144;  locomotives,  Nor- 
ris' 144 
Ramsey,  Mr.  rep.,  reports  fortification  bill  23 
Raymond,  Mr.  rep.,  New  Bedford  fortificslione        6 
Relations  with  G.  Zir/tom- [see  Oregon,  G.  Britain] 
—panic  article  of  the  'Union'  145;  debate  in  senate  ■2'25; 
remarks  thereon  16;  executive  message  and  documents 
relative  to  illegal  duliea  exacted  of  G.  Britain,  accept- 
ance of  lerins  proposed   by   G.  Britain   for  settling  ihe 
Oregon  dispute                                                                 225 


4J  deg  ,  Vhall  we  have  peace  or  war?' 54  dcg.  40  m.  and  {!"'*  ""'^''  "f'''*'  """'  ^'  Portland,  trade  of  144 
49  deg.  pa.lies  17;  L  nidon  Kl..be  makers  line  iJ;  ,  J  ^''ff- "em- U.S.  A^  killed  160;  particulars  164,278; 
debate  In  senate  increases  in  intereui,  Messrs.  Hay-  ""  "  ' 
w.iod  Hunncan,  Calhoun,  Weslcoil,  .Allen  22;  Evan-, 
Pcarc'e,  K.iiilluld,  Dix.  J..liiison,  of  Md.  23;  tide  to, 
chinned  fpnii  scnpiarc  31;  Aichison  39;  Keverdy  John- 
son's speccii  3J;  Btccsc,  Calhoun's  .-peccli  4'2;  liriiish 
recepi.ofrelus.il  10  arbi.  48,  Sevier  55;  coiiclu.  of  ihe 
renaic  iiidicairil  65;  London  and  Pans  presses  66;  Ilay- 
wiou'a  spiech  71;  on  ihe  senate  procredinga  and  debaie 
on,  ilieirdeieriinnuilon,  public  jour.  81;  debate  in  senaie, 
Cass,  A^hll.■y,  Hentoii,  VVebsier,  McDidlic,  Breese  84; 
Diiknunn.  Beiiion's  speech  85,  Cass' speech  88;  Mc- 
DiilUc's  92;  R.  iiaie  proeeuinniiB,  ye.iis  and  iinys  97,  day 
lor  taking  Ihe  qni.-slion  100;  Cass' speech  102;  reso.  as 
reji.iriod  by  joioi  commit.,  voas  oiid  iiiiys  on  final  pas. 
Bilge  113;  111  biiiii  in  parli".  ib;  seiiaie  proced  ,  yeas  and 
iiava  on  Allen's  amend.,  on  Brec.-e's  iiouje  amend.  di~. 
iifreed  to,  com  ml.  of  conf.  114;  day  assigned  in  the 
house  to  lerniin.  debate  ib;  Allen  speech  11.5;  Calhoun's, 
yi-us  and  iinvs  117;  eniii.rnil  nonee  of  case  at  it  stands, 
coninienla  13.1;  Qnarieriy  Keview  l.tl;  mretiiig  of  de- 
in.icracv  ot  Piiilnd.  133;  Bi.  e»o  and  Allen  131;  senate 
res  ■.  debated  111  mc  ii  iuse  ib;  Owen's  amend,  adopted, 
the  res.  as  udopied  135;  house  refuse  10  accede,  commit, 
of  coiif.  iioi  in  order,  liouso  rrcnn,,  cnmniii.  nppoinlcd, 
yeas  and  iiiiys  on  udo|ilnii;  ri-pirt  ol  siiid  Cinniniilec, 
MeClernoiid  136;  Uriiish  instruc.  to  Mr.  I'alioiihnm  10 
propose  arbilro.  177;  London  'I'iines  on.  Mr,  Henion'-i 
spwch  "208;  mimi'nto'j^  crisis,  govt,  sxhibiis  assurance 


letter  iroin  one  of  his  officers 

/'or(  o/"  e?i(ry,  Knoxville  '39 

Postage,  memorial  against  increase  of  7;  bill  debated 

lOd;  mall  steamers  353 

Post  ajjicet  and  post  roads,  of  Texas  6 

J'list  njlice,  receipis  21 1 ;  a  naval  177 

Post  office  bill,  amended  and  passed  the  house        253 

1  ost  office  department,  bill  lor  support  of  23 

/^s/mn.»(er  sentenced  2II 

I'otlownlumirs,  treaty  with  the  371 

/'r.(u(oroM 44;  fatal   10  large  pnriion  of  the  crop  3'2tl: 

lionl  in  E..i!lan,l  and  Irelano  369;  In  N.  Jersey  416 

Prnine  Indians  404— [see  Indian  journall 

President  U  i'.-[see  executive,  J.  K.  PoMJ— messane 

respcciing   Mexican   iiidemmiy  1 ;  recommen.    thai  the 

war  with  Me.\i(:o  bo  recognized  165;  debate  m  senaie 

on  referring  11  1C6;  pruc  umatioii,  Oiegon  treaty  and  do- 

cuinenis  375;  visit  loOM  P,.int  403 

Presidential,  IHiH,  gen.  Taylor  nominated  in  N 
scy.  n.eetiii"c:illtd  al  New  York 

Price,  ccJ,.  progress  towards  Santa  Fe 
Privateering,  iieiii  respecting 
Proclamation  of  war  wiili  Mexico 
rromolions  in  the  navy,  board  of  olTicera 
I  rotirtivr  system.  Mr.  Webster  on  ihe  361;  proieciive 
poli;y  ol   hngliind  jji 

Provisions,  foreign 


.J. 
256 
402 
IK 
163 
384 


Proles' 
■inline  I 


laie  240 

state  of  New 


York 


19 


Rhett,  Mr.  rep.  on  river  and  harbor  bill  7 

Rent,  law  for  collecting,  by  distress,  abolished  in  N. 

York,  remarks  213 

iie(rocession,  of  Alexandria  to  Virginia,  bill  reported 

6;  p  issed  273 

Reporters,  on  furnishing  documents  to,  the,  ol  the  N. 

York  Tribune  expelled  7 

Revenue,  direct  ta.xes  intimated  3-20;  receipts  and  ex- 

penditnres  354;  operations  of  the  new  tariff  on  the  3-20, 

355,  365;  treasury  noiebill  passes  house  3-20 

Revolutionary  soldier,  A.  Fuller  43 

Reynoso  taken  272 

Rhode  Island,  siate— boundary  19;  election  96;  legis. 

meeis,  election  of  governor  212 

Ridgely,  lieut.  Randolph,  notice  of  212;  report,  ballle 

on  Ilie  Kio  Grande  252;  col.  Twiggs'  letter  368 

Rijle  regiment,  bill  passed  102 

Ringgold,  major,  biographical  item  201 

Rio  Bravo  -[see  Rio  Grande] 

Rio  del  Norte— [see  R.Grande] 

Rio  Grande  196;  commerce  of  the  296;  gen.  Taylor's 

lencr  to  gen-  Arisia,  respecting  blockade  of  363— [see 

war  with  Afexico] 

Ricer  and  harbor  bill,  debaie  on,  resumed  6,7,  24,  39; 
its  appropriaiioiis  51;  amended  55;  passed  ;  vetoed 
353;  president  assigns  his  reasons  380 

Rochester,  canal  boats  building  at  37 

Road  to  Mexico  194,  401-2 

Root,  Mr.  rep.  24 

Rothschild's  tobacco  speculation  144 

Roman  Catholics  in  Boston   192— [see  church  chron  ] 
Romer,  express  boat  64 

Route  lo  Mexico,  Camargo  401;  Monleicy,  Caydereie 

402 
Royal  banquet  80 

Rumors  and  exaggerations  inci.  to  frontier  opera.  179 
Rank,  Mr.  rep.,  contested  election  7 

Rush,  Dr.  Benj  ,  on  camp  health  208 

Rusk,  senator,  classified  as  to  term  of  service  69 

KcssiA— American  minis  erand  agriculture,  navy  18; 
ninrriaiie  of  ihe  emperor's  daughter  385;  Circassian  war 
continued  3'2il;  legation  10 
Ruthenium,  a  new  iiieial 

S 
Saltillo.  population 

San  Antonio,  col.  Hartley's  adventure  on 
*'aii(u  Anna,  cock  tigliimg  at  Cuba  97;  item  211;  in- 
trigue 10  restore  to  power  320 
Santa  Fe— irade  213,  2>'I,  343;exppdition  against  2'28; 
march   10  '281;  volunieers   lor  -288,  304,  343;  St.  Vrain 
and  Falger  arrive  and  report,  gen.  Urrea   said  to  be  aci- 
vancmg  to  rebel  of  301;  expednion  311;  3-27;  gen.  Kear- 
ny ..ppioacbes  402;  arrives,  friendly  lecepiion  416 
St.  John's  river.  inni;;alion  36 
St.  Louis,  eleciion  1 1'2;  trade                      127,  144,  19'2 
St.  Louis  legion                                                          127 
Sappci.1  and  miners,  bill  passed  161;  recruits  advertis- 
ed lor                                                                                 2.'i6 
Sardinia,  n.ivy  18 
Savannah,  relief  for  Ireland                                       132 
Savings  banks  in  Michigan                                          47 
AcAt-HtA,  Mr.  rep.,  on  contested  eleciien  7;  on  expel- 
ling rei.oriei  t6,  23;on  Ingersoli's  breach  of  eoufi.     172 
Scott,  gen.    178;  letter  to  deparimeiil  131-2-3;  com- 
manding                                                                                 o-g 
Sfas:ms  272  -[see  ihroniclc  pages] 
Seamen,  bill  for  reliel  ol  oisabled  1 15;  registry  of  Ame- 
rican                                                                                 35^ 

Seat  of  lair,  description  of  Point  Isabel,  B'lizos  San- 
tiago. &c    163;  maji,  itc.  193— [see  war  with  AJeHco] 

Secret  service  fund,  executive  message  111  reply  10  call 
136;  debate  and  proceedings  thereon  135;  report  of  com- 
mittee of  inquiry  247 

Secretary  q/" nuii/,  (Geo.  Bancroft)  reporl  on  naval 
force  of  foreign  powers  6 — [see  navy] 

Secacta-y  of  slate.  (Mr.  liuchanan)  Mexican  corres. 
201;  corres  tela,  to  Oiegon  375;  letter  to  .Mr.  McLane 
3i8,  389,  394— [see  Oregon,  Mexico,  ^c] 

Secretory  of  treasury,  (R.  Walker;  report  1;  reply  to 
enquiry  as  10  lariti  bill  349;  tables  accoinpanyiiig  reply 
351;  circular  instruc.  warehouse  sysietn  3S7 


40s 
32 


265 
311 


INDEX. 


Sedden,  Mr.  rep.,  Oregon  jurisdiction  IH,  135;  lDg«r- 
loll  and  Webster  ,.  .  »70 

Sempte,  «enaior,  Illinois  resolu.  22;  militia  S4 

Senate,  U.  S.— proceedingi  6, 32,  51.  S4,  97,  99,  113-4. 
133,  183,  221,  329,  330;  irealy  making  power  of  242  ;  Mr. 
Alien  resigns  as  chairman  foreign  relations,  balloting, 
Mr.  Sevier  elected  256;  proceedings  ol,  on  executive 
message  asking  two  railUon  appropriation  10  negotiate 
peace  with  Mexico 
— "Look  to  the' 


ceedings,  bill  committed  115;  Mr.  Hudson's  speech  122; 
petitions  presented  and  debated  134;  bill  about  to  be  re- 
ported from  commit.,  caucus  224;  prepa.  for  contest  in 
ciiintnil.  and  congress  242;  day  fixed  to  lermi.  debate 
272;  debate,  Messrs.  BrinkerhoH',  Bayly,  Yuncey,  Mc- 
Lane,  Ralhbun,  the  'Union,'  bill  amended  273 

— 'what  will  tho  senate  du7'  vote  on  the  bill  classi.  "290; 
H.  Clay  on  "292;  'Unimi'  announc.  passage  of  the  bill  by 
S^'j    the  house  296;  proceed,  in   house  on  repeal,  the  protec. 
64  I  and  passing  the  anti-protective   taritV  bill  297;  yeas  and 


Senators,  U.  .S.— elected  from  Texas  20;  classified  69;  ;  nays  cii  passage  301;  proceed,  in  senate  302;  all  eyes 
of  Maine  213;   J.P.Hale  elected   Ironi  N.  Hanipaliire    rected  there,  numerous  memori.,  nianuf.  of  copper,  y. 
259;  J.  W.  Bradbury  elected  336;  of  Maine,  N.  Hamp- 
shire ^•^^ 

Scnaca  Indians,  memorial  presented  6— [see  Indian 
journal,  seizure]  21 1 

Seuier,  senator  39;  Oregon  notice  resolu-  55;  call  for 
Oregon  corres.  100,  144,  on  war  message  166-7,  191; 
chosen  chairman  of  foreign  relations  256;  on  tariff  bill 


and  nays  on   a  motion   to  pos'puiie  question  on  its  pas- 
sage 306;  efTccis  of,  on  breadstuff's,  raeinori.  against  the 
bilT  presented  by  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Calhoun,  effects 
of,  on  wool,  on  iron,  on  commerce,  political  effects,  Bri- 
tish 'free  trade,'  a  British  tariff  for  us  to  'imitate,'  on  tea, 
sugar,  wine,  tobacco  307;  N.  York  Courier  &.  Enquirer, 
Tribune   308;   yeas   and    nays  on   passing  ihc  bill  309; 
,  effects  on  finances,  remarks  relative  to  senaie  proceed- 
'Shall  we  have  war  or  peace?' (w'nh  G.  Britain)  opinion  ;  3'24;   domestic  policy  of  France  on,  'democratic'  tarilf 
of  congress  ascertained  33;  debate  on  executive  reply  to    meeting  at  Philadelphia  324;  official  estimates  of,  troni 
otll  lor  information   as  to  preparations  for  war  M;  call  I  treasury  department  3'2"i;  debate  in  senate  on  the  me- 
for  papers  55;  reply  56;  item  65  :  morial  of  Penn.  miners  329;  Mr.  Lewis'  speech  333;  the 

Shipbuilding  126    proiec.    lafitf  repealed   and   the  aniprote'-tive  enacted 


Shubrick,  capt.  E.  R  ,  naval  monument  to  35 

SicilieSt  navy  18 

Slave;  Texas  constitution  relative  to  60 

Stoerj— capture  of,  the  Pons,  the  Panther,  the  Patux- 
•nt,  the  Robert  Wilson  35;  capt.  Lonng,  of  the  Aler- 
ehant,  found  guilty  64;  the  Pons,  &c.  1'2S;  the  Malaga 
■enl in  272 

Slavery,  petiiions  presented  39;  Wm.  Penn  and       67 
Slave  trade  64,  call  for  corres.  respecting  85;  captures 
128;  Liberia  suppressing  the  3S4 

Slidell,  Mr.  niinisier  at  Mexico,  despatches  18;  de- 
mands definite  reply  96;  returns  home,  remarks  thereon 
97;  official  correspondence  206 

Smith,  Jesse,  memento  at  Sa  lem  240 

Smith,  capt.  C.  F.,  reports,   battles  on  the  R.  Grande 

253 
Smith,  Mr.  rep-,  on  Oregon  territorial  bill  102 

Smith,  Mr.  A.,  rep.,  on  war  message  164 

Smith,  Mr.  rep.,  of  Indiana  24 

Smithsonian  Institute,  substitute  bill  reported  7;  subject 
debated  113;  amendments  130;  debate  resumed  135;  brst 
board  of  regents  371 

Small  pox  32 

Snag  boats  on  Mississippi  82 

'Sons  of  Africa'  Rev.  Mr.  Breckenridge  to  the  63 
South  Africa,  Catfre  war  257— [see  G.  Britain] 
South  Amer.  republics — allied  French  and  English  for- 
ces meet  with  ugly  customers,  battle  in  Uruguay,  del'ea' 
of  the  monarchists,  British  troops  of  India  detained  for 
succor  33;  U.  States  interests  on  the  La  Plate  36;  opera- 
tions of  the  allies  on  the  Parana  144,-  steamers  un  the 
Orinoco  226;  allies  difference  with  the  Argentines  272; 
mediation  offered  280 

'South  American  and  Mexican  Association,*  mexnoruil 
to  British  ministers  aslting  mediation  253 

South  Caroun*,  state— volunteers  243 

Stain— navy  18;  ditferences  with  Haiti  settled  80;  bill 
to  carry  into  eflect  treaty  with  84;  adopted  161;  ministe- 
rial revolution  129,  160;  gov.  O'Donnell  recalled  from 
Cuba  1-29;  tranqud  242 

Speight,  senator  39;  on  war  nisssage  166 

Stanfmd,  major,  report,  batdes  on  the  Rio  Grande  251 
Stanton,  Mr.  rep  ,  river  and  harbor  bill  24;  Smithsoni- 
an Institute  135 
States  of  tlie  Union— boundary  of  Massachusetts  and 
R.  island  19;  debt  of  Arkunsas  36-7;  ship  building  and 
tonnage  of  each  126;  requisition   on,  for  volunteers  196; 
prompt  response  199;  boundary  hue,  Georgia  and  Flori- 
aa  213;    Indiana   debt,  boundaries   and  dimensions  of 
Iowa  272;  Iowa  and  Wisconsin                                     2i9 
Steamers — contract  for  2,  6,  21,  35.  82,  332;  loss  of  the 
Pepin  4;  first  trip  of  a,  across  the  Atlantic  64;  the  Cam- 
bna   beached   145;   the   Montezuma   and  Guidaloupe 
(Mexican)  sold  160-1;  (he  Terrible  (British)  209,  224;on 
the  Orinoco,  on  the  ocean  226;  the  John   Stevens  237; 
French  iron  steamers  contracted  tor  291;  poatags  352; 
Peruvian  contract  for                                                   403 
Steam  saw  mill  at  Fort  Gibson  35 
Steel,  memorial  for  admission  of.  free  6 
Sterling,  lord,  petition  of  tho  heirs  of                          39 
Stevenson,  col. — [see  California  expe.] 
Stewart,  A-,  Mr.  rep.,  inquiry  71;  on  tariff  115;  letter 
lo  Intelligencer                                                             406 
Stockton,  Tlios.,  biographic  obit.                                  24 
Story,  Benj.,  public  spirit                                            162 
Students,  relative  lo  right  of  suffrage                            7 
SuA-(r«.sury— bill  reported  23;  passes  house  of  repre. 
65;  debate  71,  85;  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Lewis  114;  day  as- 
signed 3'20,-  Items  352;  bill  passes  senate  353;  the  act  378 
its  operation                                                             384,  403 
Sugar,  crop  of  Jamaica  4;  British  free  trade  tariff  on 
307,  370 
Surplus  recenue,  Florida  share  35;  New  Hampshire 
decides  to  receive 
Susquehanna  river,   destructive  freshet                       34 
Sutlej  river,  India,  Sikhs  pass  the  61— [see  Siklit] 
Sweden,  temperance  -293;  visit                                 385 
Swords  for  army  officers                                           293 

T 
Tahiti,  war  with  the  French  337 

Tampico,  St.  Marys,  sloop  of  war  ond  290 

Tariff— secretary  Walker  and  British  minister  1; 
and  Oregon,  a  southern  view  of,  British  policy  in  reduc- 
ing duties  19;  debate  on,  resumed  in  commit.,  Mr.  Hud- 
son, Mr.  Petitt  23;  Abbott  Lawrence's  letter  on  the  46; 
bill  reported  112,  116;  parties  marshalling  on  il3,  pro- 


proceedings  ill  senate,  close  vite  on  its  passaiie,  tone  ol 
public  journiils,  'Union,' Nat.  Intel.,  Boston  Post  345 
— THE  TARIFF  ACT  346;  report  of  sect,  of  treasury  rela. 
to  349;  tables  of  the  duties  351;  specula,  on  its  opera. 
352-3;  'Union'  m  error  as  to  its  ad  valorem  vnlua.  clause 
353;  warehouse  system  auxil.  to  the  new,  effects  ol,  on 
the  revenue  355;  effects  on  iron  business,  on  reduction 
of  labor,  Lycoming  Co.,  effects  on  weavers,  'to  be  cheat- 
ed twice,'  Philad.  Sentinel,  vice  president  Dallas,  U.  S. 
Gazette,  Nashville  Union,  carpel  inanuf ,  Charleston 
Mercury,  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer,  Newburyport  Herald 
356;  Providence  Journal,  N.  Y.  Express  357;  Mr.  Web- 
ster's speech  on  357;  the  yeas  and  nays,  tie  vote  in  se- 
nate, vice  president  Dallas'  remarks  and  casting  vote  382; 
rejoicing  in  Canada  at  the  repeal  334;  Baltimore  'demo- 
cratic convention'  pr,tceedings  385;  H.  Juhnson's  speech 
3y4;  'free  trade  vision,*  iron,  'ffaitering  to  farmers,' 
'Pennsylvanian'  and  the  Boston  'Ailaa'  405;  'home 
league'  proposed,  'frauds  in  trade'  406;  senator  Hay- 
wood's address  to  people  of  N.  Carolina  on  resigning, 
instead  of  voiine  on  the  bill  410 

Tariff  of  G.  Britain,  (their  new)  348 

Taylor,  gen. — official  announ.  of  battles  on  the  Rio 
Grande  196-7;  of  his  operations  to  26ih  May  197;  corres. 
with  Ampudia,  letter  from  Point  Isabel,  general  orders 
relative  to  gen-  Vega  and  others  197;  official  report  of 
movements  on  the  K.  Grande  202;  bog.  notice  of '229; 
official  report  of  the  battles  of  Palo  Alto,  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Fort  Brown,  Sec.  249;  letter  from  254;  official  re- 
port of  surrender  of  Matamoms  255;  reports  noticecl, 
nominated  for  the  presidency  U-  S.  266;  rank  and  com- 
mand conferred  on  276;  letter  to  the  department  '278; 
item  ib;  presentation  of  the  resolu'ion  of  thanks,  &c.  by 
deputation  of  the  legislature  of  Louisiana  279;  unable  to 
improve  his  victories  for  want  ol  transports,  ic.  309; 
advances  on  Caniargo310;  corres.  with  gen.  Worth  313 
— [see  war  with  Mexico] 

Tax  on  coal  80 

Tea,  British  'free  trade'  tariff  on  307 

Timperance  reform,  in  Vermont  32;  popular  vole  in 
stale  of  N-  York  on  question  of  213;  In  Swetien  331 
Te.vnesseb,  state — memorial  of  leais-  fovor.  of  naval 
depot  at  Memphis  6;  legi.^-  adjuurn  '20;  improve.  123; 
marble  in  144;  volunteers  -202,  227,  238,  294;  banks  ol, 
advance  funds  lor  volunleers  202 

Texas,  state- 'Union'  and  Nat.  Intel,  on  annexaiion 
of  4;  report  on  post  offices  and  post  routes  of,  printed  6, 
debate  in  French  chainOers  relative  to  annex,  of  16,  25; 
first  state  legis.  of,  assemble,  proceedings,  eovernor,  U- 
S.  senators,  valediciory  of  the  republic  ol  20;  lieiit.  go- 
vernor, judicial  apponit.,  emigration  to,  trade  of  Gal 
veston  37;  appro,  for  improving  rivers  and  harbors  of  39; 
state  constitution  66;  cession  ol  public  ports  and  proper- 
ty to  the  U.  Stales,  appointments,  congressional  election 
66;  senator  Houston  qualifies  and  takes  his  seat  69;  sena- 
tors from,  qualifies  i6;  Catholics  111  SO;  ancient  province 
of  Louisiana  and  141 ;  general  orders  for  volunteers  199; 
gov.  Henderson  takes  command  and  proceeds  to  Mex- 
ican frontier  227,  259;  reaches  the  R.  Grande  272;  elec- 
tion, twenty-two  new  counties  259;  volunteers  294;  ex- 
change bills  of  354 
Theatre  Royal,  at  Quebec,  burnt,  dreadful  loss  of  lile 

241 
Thiers,  M.,  speech  in  French  chambers  on  American 
affairs  '26 

Thomasson,  Mr.  rep-,  on  river  and  harbor  bill  24 

Thornton,  eapl.,  detachment  surprised,  surrender  180, 
214-5,  '263;  requilied  384 ;  delence  386 

7'hurman,  Mr.  rep.  135 

Thunder  storm,  terrific,  at   Birmingham,  &c-  5ih  July 

321 

Tibbatis,  Mr.  rep.  7;  Oregon  jurisdiction  bill  114;  note 

to  Nat.  Inielligeneer  301 

Tobacco — the  Cuba,  culiivated  in  Louisiana  21;R.iih- 

childs' speculation  144;  British  'free  trade'  tariff  on  307; 

trade  354;  in   France   371 — [see  trade  and  commerce] — 

[for  markets  see  last  page  respective  numbers] 

Todd,  col.  O.  S.,  minister  at  Russia,  agriculture       18 

Toombs,  Mr^rep.,  on  contested  election 


tariff,  its  opera,  on  307;  heavy  failure  in  London  321; 
Mexican  ports  opened  401;  congres.  book  trado  404; 
official  regulatoins  of  coffee  trade  with  Netherlands  404; 
frauds  in  trade  .joj 

—  'JYade.  of  Ani'terdam  50;  of  Baltimore  33,  80  223-  of 
Cahl.irma  343;  of  Canada  '228;  of  Galveston  37;  of  Hoi- 
land  385;  Inke  trado  38;  of  New  Orl.  ans  210;  of  ,\ow 
York  21.  355;  of  Oregon  343;  of  the  Oronoko  S.  \me- 
rica  2'26;  Philndelphiu  33;  Portland  144;  Rio  Grande 
•296;  Santa  Fe  213,  281,  343;  St.  Louis  127,  114,  192 

— Texas  exchanue  bills  '  354 

—Trade  1.1— coa;  ol  Pennsylvnna  4,37;  coffee  specu. 
35b;  fisheries  of  Mnrbleliea.l  21;  ffram,  crop  ,,|  U.  biates 
66;  ol  Europe  67;  table  of  exports  of  1'23;  import-  into 
G.  Britain  121;  Indian  corn  144,  354— [«o,i  corn  lams 
four.  Indian  corn,  ^c.]— cotton,  of S.  Africa  4;  ol  L>.  In- 
dia 21 ;  growth  of  the  U.  S. '22;  crop,  trade,  new  cotion 
355-  iron  4;  ice  37;  in  Enghind,  Indian  corn  HI;  lum- 
ber 36;  prori.<i(,iu  4,  51;  sugar  i;  tvbacco,  Sp.inish,  mown 
111  Louisiana  21;  specula  in  144,  354;  wool,  ol  Buenos 
Ayres  3;  trade  21;  whale  fisheries  37;  Pmiviaii  decree 
176;  emigrant  and  passenger  statistics  355;  navigation, 
of  the  St.  Johns  3C;  of  the  Ohio  37;  iieins  220;  O.onoko. 
S.  America  228;  Amer.  seamen,  registry  ol  3.')4;  thtp 
building  1'27;  steamers,  Pupin  4;  Amer.  sieani  packets 
lippei-  packets  steamers  '226;  lor  ih,"  Oronnko  228 

-[see  last  page  of  each  number  for  business  circles  mar- 
keis,  prices,  exctiangcs,  money,  banks— see  imports,  ex- 
ports, flour,  gram] 

Treasury  drpurlmcni~rc\Bi\ve  10  report  on  the  tariff' 1; 
report  on  deposnos  69;  reply  relaiive  to  finances  lor  war 
With  Mexico  247;  circular  10  collectors  lelmive  lo  Mex- 
ico 258;  estimates  on  the  tariff  328;  circular  relative  10 
coffee  from  Netherlands  404 — [see  secretary  of  treasury] 
—  [see  finances] 

Treasury  drafts  appear  in  Wall  street  400 

Treasury  notes,  o'jtstanding  80,  283,  &,c-,  issue  of  new 
334,  416 
Treasury  note  and  loan  bill  291;  passes  house  of  repre- 
sentatives 3^20;   debate  on,  in    senate,  Mr- Evans,  Mr. 
Calhoun  330' 

Treaty  of  IVashinglon,  debate  respecting  81;  e.ill  for 
information  99;  Webster's  speech  in  vindication  of  147 
Treaty  of  Paris  of  1831,  communications  respecii  >e 
decisions  under  133 

Treaty  with  China  130 

Treaty  with  Belgium  i^g 

Treaty  with  G.  Britain— reBpeciing  Oregon,  sent  to  U. 
S.  senaie  by  President  Polk  for  ratification,  yeas  and 
nays  on  raiifving  24-2 — [see  Oregon] 

Treaty  making  power,  debate  in  senaie  on  242 

Tribune,  (N.  York)  reporter  of,  expelled  house  of  re- 
preseniatives  7 

Troy.  N-  Y-.  bell  foundry  at  3jj 

Tdrkey- Dardiinnelsand  Bosphorus opened  lo  com- 
merce 17;  navy  of  lS;a  wedding  SO;  Sultana  and  Queen 
Victoria  275 

Twiggs,  col.,  report  of  batiles  on  the  R.  Grande    250 

United  States,  'true  policy  of  the  republic'  195 

Vrrea,  gen.  243 

Van  Vieman,  exiles  return  from  51 

Van  iVess,  gen.,  obituary  3j 

Vega,  gen-,  capture  of  195;  gen.  Taylor's  general  or- 
der 197 
Venezuela,  steamers  on  the  Orinoco                           2-26 
Vera  Cruz,  blockaded  by  our  squadron  '228;  yellow  fe- 
ver at  272 
Ver.vont,  state- temperance  question,  item  36;  whig 
convention,  G.  P.  Marsh                                                340 
Fe(o— of  the  river  and  harbor  bill  353;  president's  rea- 
sons assigni  d  3-iO;  of  the  French  spoliation  bill  369;  pr«- 
aident's  reasons  assigned  3^1 
Violation  of  confidence.  C.  J.  Ingersoll's  ca'e       131-2 
Vinton,  Mr.  rep-,  on  rules  6;  Oregon  juri-<.  hill         1 14 
Virginia,  state- Iegislatureadjourn,educaiion  19,214; 
first  newspaper  in  19;  Abbott  Lawrence  on  nianf.  in  '28 
62;  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  extension  act  32;   poll.' 
tics,  electioneerine,  items  36;  lactones  48;  elect.  144    17J 
Visit  to  the  battle  fields                                      '        '  .275 
Volunteers— official  list  of,  called  lor  from  the  slates 
respecliv.  176;  official  orders  as  to  organizing  the,  in  U. 
S.  service  181;  for  .Mexican  Ironiier,  N.  Orleans  i6'2-3; 
meeting  at  Baltimore,  at  Philadelphia,  reso.  ol  legiela  of 
N-  York  176;   requisition  for  30,000,  exclusivi;  of  those 
called  for  by  gen.  Taylor  and  gen-  Gaines  173;  dillicul- 
ties  suggested  it;  gen.  Gaines'  call  on  governor  of  Loui- 
siana for,  gov-  Jackson's  general  or-lers,  Louisiana  legion 
promptly  respond;  grn.  Games'  authontv  to  col.  Lrwis 
public  spirit  and  activity  of  Louisiana  1,'<2;   reqnisiiions 
upon  stales    196;  response  of  Texas,  of  K,Mitucky  199 
200;  response  ol  Maryland  200— toiher  slates  us  promptly; 
these  are  inserted  as  instances)— inowpi  response  Irom 
the  people  ol  ihe  states  202;  difficulties  m  oriiamzing  the 
gen.  Cass'  call  for  inforrna.  03  to  requi.  for  212;  voluii' 
announced,  disnff.icijon  o(  ilis  di^barided,  for  the  army 
•224;   Maryland  227;  difficulties,  St.  Louis  legion   Ken- 
tucky volunleers,   -I'dinesaee,  'I'exas.    gov.  Henderson 
takes  the  held,  route  of  the  Indiana,  Ohio,  volunteer  of- 
ficers '229;gi.neral  orders  directing  rendez.  of  the  several 
corps  265;  from  Tennessee,   Alahama,  for  Santa  Fe    at 
Fort  Leavenworth,  a  heroine,  Ohio,  memorial  of  inil'iiia 
officers  of  Baliimore  2S8;  appointment  of  officers  289- 


Tornorfo  in  Mississippi  214  I  act  authorizing  volunteers,   N-  Hampshire,  Massachu- 

TRADE  ANDCOMMERCE— granary  of  the  west,  I  setts,  Connecticut  293;  .\.  Yoik.  Pennsylvania,  N,  C«- 
auction  duties  21;  of  Ohio,  Pittsburg,  Wheeling,  appro.  '  rolina,  Alabtima,  Misaissippi,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Keniuckf, 
for  western  w-alers,  Yankee  notions  sent  to  Europe,  cu-  '  Tennessee,  Texas,  payment  for  clolhinu,  Cassins  M. 
nal  boats  37;  trade  in  dolls  38,  large  cargo,  while  gravel  ,  Clay,  officers,  inaj.  gen.  Butler  294;  sen.  Ueslia  295,  ad. 
shipped  to  England  80;  glasa  127;  regula.  of  Peru  176;  i  diuoiial  regiment  against  Sania  Fe  304;  hal.e;,s  corpus 
petition  ofe'/ery  importerof  Boston  against  the  proposed  |  esse,  pay  and  allowance  to,  incidents  311;  Cleiborn  ri- 


Till 


INDEX. 


flemen,  proceedings  of  the  disbanded,  in  Louisiana,  II- 
liiioit,  proreedings  at  St.  Louis,  Iowa  vnlumeer?,  their 
commander,  Mlisouri  Toiunteers,  their  officers,  freedom 
of  election  312;  Aiahama  reeimentat  Mobile,  Baltimore 
battalion  arrive  ai  Brozus.  N.  Carolina,  Ohio,  Keniucky, 
313;  want  of  dijcipline  226;  Pennsylvania.  Ohio,  Bnlii. 
more  battalion,  gen.  Tlios.  Marshall,  een.  Hiiriner,  Ohio 
quartermaster  32fi;  gov.  Ford  and  the,  of  Illinois,  relief 
to  families  of  32C;  Georgia  expedition  to  Santa  Fe.  to 
California  327;  Louisiana,  deserters,  death  of  C.  J.  Mc- 
Nuliy,  S  Carolina,  Ohio,  Indiana,  N.  York,  for  Califor- 
nia, lor  Santa  Fe,  col.  Stevimson's  expedition  344;  reply 
of  secretary  of  war  relative  to  authority  to  persons  to 
raise  344;  pay  of  353;  niourled  riflemen  and  Mormon 
infantry  for  California  352;  the  Mormon  334;  Kenlucliy 
mounted  men,  California  expedition  386;  disaffection  of 
disbanded,  difficulties  nf  ee.i.  Taylor,  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  additional  regiment  for  Santa  Fe  organized. 
Mormons  reach  Fort  L^avenvvorth  40U— [«e  Califor 
nia  exptdilion]—leiier  from  A-  Moses,  Ohio  reiiiment 
403;  account  of  musquitoea  403 — [see  uior  with  Mexico] 
W 
tVabash  and  Erie  canal,  trads  3 

tVitlker,  Robert — (see  secrelary  of  trtasury) 
Walker,  copi.   intrepidity  of  178-9,   180)   biog.  notice 
ol  aoi ;  Item  263 

'IVar  or  peace'— cwiih  G.  Britain)  clergy  of  N.  Hamp- 
shire 16,  33;  preparations  for  war  in  England  48- (seo 
Oregon,  G.  BriUiin) 

War  with  .Mexico — "army  of  occupation''  take  post 
on  the  Ri»  Grande,  numbers  and  position  of  respective 
force  112,  132;  Ampudia  enters  Matomoros,  correspon- 
dence. Gen.  Taylor,  deserters.  Col.  Cross  murdered. 
Gen.  Worth  resigns  132;  arrives  at  N.  Orleans,  rumors 
of  Slexicans  crossing  the  Rio  Grande  133  ;  Lieut.  Porter 
and  three  men  killed.  Arista  supercede-)  Ampudia  in 
com'd.,  pacific  profes..  Lieut.  Deas,  Col.  Cro.^s;  Gen 
Taylor  notified  to  quit,  Mexicans  cross  the  R.  Grande, 
Mexican  schr.  Flirt  captured,  Amer.  consuls  at  Matn- 
moros  and  Victoria  ordered  to  the  interior,  R-  Grande 
blockaded.  Gen.  Worth  and  Mr.  Slidell  arrive  at  Wash- 
ington 160;  President  Polk  recom.  war  inea?.,  his  re- 
quest for  men  and  money  promptly  voted  by  congress; 
yeas  and  nays  on  bill  recog  war,  war  measures  161; 
ediierifll  notice  of  prepa.,  prompt  move,  in  Louisiana 
and  "Texas  161-2;  pi:eilion  of  the  army  163;  president's 
procla.  of  war,  act  of  congress  163;  votes  on  the  hill  re- 
cognising war,  Gen.  Taylor's  requisition  for  addi.  forces, 
capi.  Cailett's  letter  164;  accounts  by  steamer  Augusta, 
letter  from  col.  Fiizpatnck,  letter  to  a  member  ot  con- 
gress, letter  to  senator  Cameron,  all  repre^.  ttie  army  in 
Ganger,  president's  mes.  on  the  subject  165;  debate  in 
senate  166;  war  clause  on  insu.,  capt.  Thornton's  afTair 
laO;  killed  and  wounded  176;  Mex.  manf  177;  campg., 
requi.  for  30,000  volun.,our  com'ing.  generals,  Mexican 
com.  Arista,  Matanioros,  cliafiarral,  gen.  Taylor's  camp, 
danger  in  passing  to  or  from  his  depot  at  Isabel,  mov'nt 
to  bring  up  sup.,  Mexican  batteries  at  Maianioros  bom- 
bard his  battery,  gen  Taylor  reaches  P.  Isabel,  prepares 
to  return  wiih  train  of  muni  and  supplies,  capt  Walker 
reaches  him  with  accounts  from  the  fort,  allowing  hiin 
time  for  better  prepa.,  no  reinforc.  yet  arrived,  rumors 
■nd  exagg,  official  Intel,  reaches  Washington,  'war  has 
nctually  cominen.*  letier  from  Fort  Brown,  defences  at 
P.  Isabel  179;  surprize  and  surrender  of  col  Thornton's 
com.,  capt  Walker's  detach,  general  orders,  tribute  to 
col  Cross,  first  victim  of  the   war,  Gilbert  Dudley  180 

—  Debate  in  senate  on  bill  'for  prose,  of  the  war,'  yeas 
and  nays  on  on  amend,  proposed  190;  motion  to  strike 
out  preamble,  debated  191;  map  of  the  seal  of  war  193; 
road  from  Maiamoros  to  Mexico,  health,  Mexican  pre!., 
Faredte,  policy  of  our  rcpuolic,  capture  of  gen  Vega, 
requi.  on  the  slates  for  vohin.,  gen  'I  ay lor's  official  letier 
from  P.  Isabel,  his  brief  note  of  the  battle  of  Palo  Alio, 
of  the  battle  of  Resaca  de  la  Palma  196;  his  general  or- 
ders, congraiulutory,  &.C.,  letter  on  his  return  from 
thence  to  P.  Isabel,  gen  Vega  forwarded  to  N.  Orleans 
arrival  of  reinlorcenients,  design  to  advance  297 
— Com  Conner's  official  letters,  gen  Taylor's  letter  from 
camp  oppusiie  Maiainoros,  enclosing  gen  D'Ampudia's 
letter  ot  12(li  April,  summon,  him  to  quit  his  position  197; 
com  Conner's  letter  to  the  sect,  of  navy,  P.  Isabel  dur- 
ing the  haiile  of  9ih  .May  WJ 
— Gen  Anipudia's  procla.,  his  address  lothe  inhabitants 
of  tile  frontier,  the  eagle  ol  the  north,  notice  of  the  ma- 
nitesio  198;  president  Paredes'  manifesto  199 
— Specimens  of  state  move.,  gov  Henderson's  (Texas) 
general  order  No.  1.,  prompt  nieas.  in  Kentucky  ib;  gov 
0«sley'»  procla  ,  his  letier  to  Louisville  legion,  to  gen 
Gnines,  to  sect,  of  war,  gov  Pratt's  (Md.)  proclo.  and 
general  ordtr.-^,  (similar  official  proceed,  in  oitier  slates,) 
successors  of  Ihe  'old  Maryland  line'  in  the  field  '200; 
Ringgold,  Ridgcly,  May,  Walker  2UI;  vulun.  spirit  in 
the  stales  202 
— Gun  Taylor's  official  account  of  the  campaign  to  geu 
Gaines,  exiiedi.  ogainat  llarua  202;  gen  Taylor  returns 
to  Fort  Brown,  volun.  reacfi  Brazos,  items,  inaj  Ijeall's 
letier  '203;  French  noiions2l0;  ihe  'Union'  oiinoun.  the 
design  of  guvi.  to  take,  and  to  hold  Cahroriiia  310;  inci. 
drills  of  ihe  campaign,  Barita  taken,  Matanioros  taken, 
Mexican  bravery,  the  killed  and  wounded, col  Mcintosh, 
capt  Page,  capt  Thoiiiton's  rec on  ,expedi.  agninsi  Santa 
Fe,  specula,  as  to  gen  Scott  taking  coni'il. '21 1;  further 
details  of  Ihe  battles  on  the  R.  Grande  2I&-6;  .Mexican 
account  ot  incidents  to  30lh  April,  bonibard.  of  b'otl 
Urown  217;  debate  in  senate  as  to  himnces  for  ihe  war, 
&c.,  public  journals  on  finances                                  '224 

—  Debate  in  senate  rela.  to  gen  C>jiiieB,  &,c.  224;  g(Mi 
(iaiiics'  case  224,  231;  couil  of  inquiry  ordered  '273 

—  Disbanded  volun.,  gen  Toylor'soflicial  report  received 
2'25;  Veto  Cruz  block,  Santa  Anna,  Puredcs,  animusiiy 


against  U.  States,  Mexican  clergy  refuse  funds,  Mexi- 
can account  of  casualties  in  the  late  battles,  pairiotic  ef- 
fusions of  their  journals,  negotiations,  funds  of  the  cler- 
gy inadequate,  expedi.  against  Santa  Fe,  opera,  of  ths 
army  on  ihe  R.  Grande  228;  a  parly  of  Americans  taken 
and  barbarously  treated  between  Point  Isabel  and  Cor- 
pus Christi  2'2S;  trealy  with  the  Indians,  items 229;  Mex- 
ican account  of  inci.  from  1st  to  5ih  May,  of  their  own 
lossti;  expenses  of  the  war  240;  various  items,  captain 
Fremont  attacks  Cah.^ornia  240 

—Official  reports  of  the  battles  of  8ih  and  9ih  May  249; 
of  the  defence  of  Fort  Brown  254;  of  taking  of  Maia- 
moros,  com  Conner's  inslruc.  255;  mr  Webster  on  me- 
diation, our  molto,  'millions  for  justice,  for  conquest, 
not  a  cent,'  the  'S.  American  and  Mexican  Association' 
memorial  to  British  ministers,  soliciting  their  mediation 
for  peace.  258 

— ."Article  in  ihe  Souihern  Quarterly  Review,  reviswing 
'he  campaign,  noticed  261;  the  said  article  266 

—  Expedi.  against  Santa  Fe,  route  to  Santa  Fe  281;  for 
midable  fores  organizing  262 

— Col  Wilson  marches  against  Reynoso,  gsn  Taylor's 
letter  comp.  of  want  of  trans.,  and  the  large  body  of 
volun.  beyond  what  he  had  asked  for,  whose  services  he 
could  avail  of  262;  capt  Walker,  specula,  on  the  camp., 
position  of  the  army,  capt  Thornton,  chaparral  describ- 
eil,  leliers  from  'the  corporal,'  gen  'Taylor's  letier  of 
22(1  April  to  gen  Arista,  relative  to  blockade  of  the  R. 
Grande  263;  incidents  of  the  late  battles.  May's  charge, 
Jordan,  Palo  Alto  after  the  battle  264;  general  orders, 
disbanding  volun.  corps.  Arista's  official  report  of  the 
battles  of  8th  and  9th  May,  Mexican  loss,  route  from 
Matamoros  to  Monterey  and  Saltillo  described,  move- 
ment of  the  Mexicans  265;  Reynoso  taken,  gov  Hender- 
son reaches  R.  Grande,  the  Tuscaroras  '272;  march  on 
Bariia,  capt  McCulloch's  expedition,  deaths  273 

— Reported  dispute  between  Arista  and  Ampudia,  Yu- 
catan declares  independencs,  revohi.  in  favor  of  Santa 
Anna  and  federalism  at  Jalisco  3735  Mexican  plan  of 
campaign  277 

—A  plea  for  peace  274;  various  incidents  of  the  late 
battles,  the  field  after  battle,  &c.  276-7;  Marylanders. 
ihe  wounded,  lieut  Porter,  hospitals  278 

— Letier  from  St.  Louis,  'Maxican  fighting,' gen  Vega, 
Rio  Grande  deer  278 

—Gen.  Taylor's  letter,  gen  Arista's  address  toU.  States 
soldiers  279 

—Official  estimates  of  men  and  money  requisite  for  the 
war,  estimates  of  the  quartermaster  general  and  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  380;  officers  arrive  from  the  seat  of 
war,  death  of  captain  Page,  depot  at  Galveston,  major 
Faunileioy,  bibles  289;  affair  of  Ihe  St.  Marys,  s.  of  w. 
wiih  Tampico  fort  290 

— C.  J.  Ingersoll'a  report  aa  to  cause  of  the  war  291; 
loan  and  treasury  note  bill  i6;  act  suthoriz  60,000  vo- 
lunteets  293;  ceremony  of  surren.  Matamoros  295;  re- 
conoitre,  after  Arista,  miscel.  items,  deaths,  capt  Page 
and  gen  Vega,  trophies  of  the  war,  flag  of  the  Tampico 
guards,  treatment  of  prisoners.  Arista's  official  account 
of  killed  and  wounded,  &c.,  his  account  of  evacuation 
of  Matamoros  jgg 

—  Mediation  urged  on  the  British  govt.,  lord  Aberdeen's 
reply,  French  article  on  304;  media,  proffered,  negotin. 
suggesied,  French  papers  urge  necessity  of  interfer.  336; 
president's  confidential  message  on  the  subject  of  media. 
375,  384;  remarks  of  the  journals,  announce,  in  Swiss 
diet  respecting  ^q 

—Withdrawing  troops  from  our  Indian  frontiers,  leave 
them  exposed  lo  outbreaks,  volun.  reach  iho  R.  Grand* 
305;  rank  and  file  in  the  late  battles  306;  gen  Taylor  for 
want  of  transports  and  supplies,  unable  to  improve  his 
victories,  inund^ited  by  volunteers  of  whose  services  he 
cannot  avail  309;  ihe  Neva,  advance  on  Camargo,  pos- 
ture of  affairs  on  the  R.  Grande  3fl;  divisions  advance 
on  San  Anionio  and  Santa  Fe  327;  Mormon  infantry, 
mouiiied  volun.  332;  Santa  Fe  expedi.  organiz.,  volun' 
choose  officers,  artilery  expected.  Mormon  recruiis  reach 
Fort  Leavenworth  400;  progress  40-2-3  416 

—Gen.  Wool's  movement  on  Chihuahua  337;  his  force, 
supplies,  wagons,  col  Churchill  403 

— Expediiion  fitting  at  N.  York  against  California  via 
Cape  Horn  311,327,416 

—  l^nergetic  measures,  posture  nf  affairs,  Santa  Anna 
about  to  embark  for  Mexico,  European  powers  indis- 
posed to  take  part  in  the  war  324;  Mexican  move.,  gales. 
Items,  col  Jesup  and  quartermaster's  move.,  letier  of  H. 
Whiting,  route  to  the  interior  of  .Mexico  325;  various 
iteins  of  operation  336;  gen  Taylor  still  deiained  for 
want  of  transporis,  roadr  impassable,  capt  Walker's 
scnut  towards  Munierey,  crops,  business  352 

—  Rumors  respect,  import  of  President  P„lk's  confiden- 
tial message  to  the  senate  propon.  iiegoii.  363  387;  exe- 
cutive message,  osking  Ji.OOO.OOO  for  use  in  negotiating 
B  pence,  remarks  of  the  public  journals  373-4;  jnjunc. 
of  secrecy  removed,  accom.  doc.  384;  remarks  3S5;  se- 
cret proceedings  of  senate,  documents  387;  letter  of  sec. 
of  stale  10  Mexican  minisier  of  foreign  atfoirs,  propos- 
ing to  open  negoiiu..  proceedings  in  the  senate  theron, 
initructions  to  com  Conner  355 
—Nashville  Union's  corres.  on  the  campaign,  Comargo 
taken,  wagons  purchased  and  coniracied  for  in  Atlan- 
tic states,  expenses  of  the  war  368;  disting.  officers,  the 
mort.illy  wounded  iA;  volun.  return,  various  iteins  371; 
gemral  orders  dischg.  volunteers,  remarks  of  N.  Orleans 
popurs,  inci.  of  the  late  battles.  Maryland  Line,  fencing 
Irishman,  veteran  of  Napoleon  '272;  subalterns,  major 
E.  Kirby,  heroine  of  Fort  Brown  373;  cap!  Thornton's 
case,  hentucky  mounted  regiment  386;  baggage  wagons 
387  ;  diMBtis.  of  disban.  volun.,  embarrss.  ot  gen  Taylor, 
and  of  sec.  of  war,  troops  reach  the  R.  Grande,  sup. 
urged  forward  to  enable  to  advance,  wagons,  rations  fn 


route,  mules  at  last  contracted  for  in  Mexico,  Texas 
Rangers  from  San  Antonio  de  Bexar  cross  the  Rio 
Grande,  pass  through  Meir  and  reach  Camargo,  conlr. 
for  mules  being  obtained,  notwith.  the  inadeq.  of  the 
wagon  train,  gen  Taylor  orders  his  forces  on  to  Camargo 
400;  leaves  Matamoros  for  that  place,  proba.  of  reach. 
Monterey  in  Sept.,  health  of  his  army,  gov  Yell's  letter! 
Arkansas  volunteers  415 

— Pronunci.  in  favor  of  Santa  Anna  at  Vera  Cruz,  he 
embarks  from  Cuba,  steamer  Princeton  despatched  ex- 
press for  Pensacola,  prog,  of  the  messen.  bearing  Prest. 
Polk's  overtures  to  Mexico  401;  mr  Slidell's  mission  to 
Cuba  ij 

— Promotions  and  appointmonts  for  distinguished  servi- 
ces in  the  campaign  3(j6 
Warehouse  system,  characterized,  bill  passes  both  hous- 
es  305;    its  operation  355;   the  law   383;  circular  of  in- 
structions 387 
JVashinglon,  gen.  George,  equestrian  atalue  propoaed 
6;  letter  from  76 
Weather,  snow  storm   16;  spring  freshet  34;  in  Eng- 
land 369,  416 — [see  last  page  respective  numbers] 

IVeber's  lithography  144 

IVebsier,  senator— president's  reply  to  Ingersoll'a  call 
respecting  secret  service  money  Q'M;  on  Oregon  notice 
resolution  8,  9,  23,  69,  70,  84;  call  for  corres.  relative  to 
Oregon  54;  on  the  treaty  of  Wiishington,  C.  J.  Inger- 
soll'a accusation  of  81;  notices  C.  J.  ingeraoll  85,113; 
reception  at  Boston,  Ingersoll's  new  accusaiion  131;  In- 
gersoll's  remarks  163;  and  call  for  report,  debate  theraon 
169;  Ingersoll's  personal  ei.ilanations,  debate  and  pro- 
ceedings 172;  committee  of  enquiry  appointed  173;  re- 
port of  the  committee  247;  on  call  for  Oregon  corres. 
99;  speech  in  vindication  of  trealy  of  Washington  147; 
on  finances  for  war  with  Mexico  224;  on  expanses  of 
the  war  240,-  on  British  mediation,  on  California  257; 
speech  on  national  finances  259;  on  miner's  memorial 
329;  speech  on  ihe  tariff  357 

ti^ebsler,  capt.  343 

Wentworth,  Mr.  rep.,  on  river  and  harbor  bill  24 

Westcoll,  senaior22;  U  S,  court  54;on  Lig.'rsoll'a ac- 
cusation of  Webster  113;  mi  gri,n:i  .i;  l;ioJs  u-.  .Micni- 
gan,  on  posiponement  of  O  eg  m  terri'oriiii  hill  177;  ori 
war  with  Mexico  188;  on  Oregon  jurisdiciion  bill  219, 
220;  on  treasury  note  and  loan  bill  333 

West  Indies,  sugar  crop  of  Jamaica  4 — [sea  Cttba 
Hayii.  ^c] 

Western  states,  pork  trade,  granary  Ji 

Wetmore,  com.,  navy  agent,  N.  Y.,  obituary  404 

Whale  fisheries  S';  shoal  of  whales  in  the  Chesapeake, 
a  whaling  voyage  64;  Peruvian  decree  176 

Wheat— granary,  the  weslern  states  21;  culture  of 
Black  Sea  spring  wheat  32;  at  Philadelphia  38;  crop  of 
the  U.  Slates  and  of  Europe  67;  talile  o(^ exports  of  12J; 
table  of  imports  into  G  Britain  of  1'24;  prices  in  Europ« 
125;  crop  238— [see  grain— see  last  page  each  nuniier] 
Wheaton,  minisier,  takes  leave  of  Berlin  385 

Wheeling,  trade  of  57 

JVhite  lead,  effect  of  tariff  on  jgs 

Wick,  Mr.  letter  from  30O 

Wine,  British  'free  trade'  tariff  on  ,^07 

Winthrop,  Mr.  rep.,  on  Ingersoll's  accusation  of  Web- 
ster 81;  on  his  new  accusation  101;  personal  explana- 
tion 102,  170.  174 
If^oodbridge,  senator,  land  for  Michigan  imp.  22,  134 
Woodward,  Mr.  rep.,  Ore!»on  terriiorinl  bill  '  102 
fVool — manufactures  in    Massachusetts  32;    iiaporM 
end  exports  21;  effect  of  tariff  on  307;  item  370;  Oregon 
wool  in  India  J86 
Worth,  gen.    178,   212;   resignation,  correspondence 
with  gen.  Taylor  313;  reaches  Washington,  resignation 
vrithdrawn,  returns  to  bis  command 
Y 
'  Yankee  notion)'  in  England  J7 
Yancey,  Mr.  rep.,  on  river  and  harbor  bill  24;  on  In- 
gersoll's accusation  of  Webster  81,  10|;  petsonal  expla- 
nation                                                                        102.  171 
Yeas  and  nays  in  senate— on  Oregon   noiice  res.  97, 
113;  call  for  Oregon  corres.  100;  on  Mr.  Allen's  amend! 
10  Oregon  res.,  on  Mr.  Breese's  amcntl.,  on  cncurring 
in  house  amend.  114;  on  Oregon   res.  117;  on  striking 
out  and  inserting  a  clause  in   Mexican  war  bill  190;  on 
sinking  out  16;  on  striking  oui  pream.  161;  on  amend. 
war  bill,  on  passing  said  bill  161;  on  ratifying  Oregon 
treaty  211;  on  making   tariff  bill  order  of  a  certain  day 
303;  on  postponing  question  on  said  bill  306;  on  passing 
saidbill                                                                              301 
Yeas  and  nays  in  house  of  representatives — on  passing 
Cumberland  road  bill  86;  on  Ingersoll's  call,  Webster's 
case  101;  on   Oregon  juris,   bill   13);  on  Oregon  noiice 
res.  135;  on  'recognizing' war  with  .Mexico  164;  on  va- 
rious inoiions  relating  to  the  tnrilf  hill  300;  on  said  bill 
301;  on  final  passage  of  said  hill  309;  on  bill  lor  gradu- 
ating price  ol  pulilic  lands  305;  on  questions  relative  10 
two  million  loan  bill,  in  secret  session                  383,  389 
Yellow  fever  at  Vero  Cruz                                  272, 400 
YnciTA.N— refuses  to  acknowledge  Paredes,  hoists  8ag 
of  independence,   commissioners   to  U.  Stales    16;    ds- 
clares  independence  273;  Geo.  W.  Dixon's  demon.  304 
Yulee,  senator,  Florida's  surplus  revenue                  66 
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FOR  E  1(5  V     R  E  I.  A  T  IONS. 


Tlie  rouin  whicli  is  (Jrv.netl  in  iliisnuinlicr  In  the  iiiier- 
esliria  deli.iie  now  m'ins  "ii  in  tli'  Uniteii  Sta'ea  senate, 
conld  nut  be  s.i  wi-ll  iip;)ni(iii»iod  in  any  oilier  wav.— 
The  ifeiieriii  ili-iMissinn  whii-li  i.iolt  place  on  ihe  ".iSili 
III! ,  "as  liy  f:M-  lilt-  ni'isi  iniffcs  ini;  iliac  has  occiirreiJ 
during  ilie'pri-soiit  ses-i  .ii  nf  ecMiL'res-i  Tiii  we  refer 
our  readers  It  ihe  late.si  ami  iiio-it  aiuhniiiic  views  in 
rea^ird  Ml  our  foreign  rel;it'on«.  .Soic-  iliat  ilobaie.  thv 
difficulties  'n  relaiiOii  to  tlie  Oreaoii  ili-|i!iie,  as  well  as 
to  on.- iciaii  n'!  Willi  Mexico,  have  louneil  iiplu-.ly. 
and  now  as;ain  i^'ok  qiiiie  a<  f.iroii.laMe.— nay  nr  i.  s  .. 
tliHii  before  llie  arrival  of  ilie  C'lmlii'a,  wiili  her  IVeiahi 
of  tree  trade  e.wdaiion- and   f.iir  |ir.imi-e^=.     Ii   i^  lime  |  Go  iiemahi. 

we  had  aiiothe,  arrivftlof  pncific  assur  iices.ore'se  _  ^. 

kno.vsbni  ihai  ihe  fi^^t  s  ep  io.>ard~  PBErARATio.N-s  for  i  ihe   district  of  Michigan,  in   place   of   L.  S.  Hniri 
DETE.NCE— ihat  is.  M  I'Kik  about  f>f  the  wws  aid  means  ;  pdrey   resi'oeil. 


Nicholas  Bro,vne,of  New  York,  conMil  for  the 
city  of  Rome,  in  place  of  George  W.  Greene,  re- 
called. 

Joel  Turin,  of  New  York,  consul  for  the  Sind- 
wich  l-hnd<.  in  place  of  Alexander  Ahell,  recalled. 

Geor,;e  P.  .^Ia^ollv^ier,  of  r.'uisiana,  consul  for 
the  p  on  •(  Periiannbuoo,  in  place  of  G.  T.  Siiov  re- 
called. , 

Thomas  McGnirc,  of  Ohio,  consul  for  the  port  ol 
Rio  Grande,  Brazil,  in  place  of  John  C  Pejrick,  re- 
signed. 

Francis  V.  Clark,  of  Peim'jlvania,  consnl  for  Ihe 
port  of  San   Juan  de  Nicaragua,  in  the  republic  of 


Auslio  E    Wing,  marshal  of  the  United  States  for 


Ilie  funds  req  iis-te  ^o  meet  such  a  pussihle  event  as  ii 
war.  growTi't'  oiil  "f  our  de'er.ninaiioo  lo  e.ic'end  exelu 
Bive  jurisilioiion  overtlie  »h  ilr  of  Ofg  m.  may  become 
a  subject  f.ir  le^ovlaiioii,— if  noi  ol  e.xecuiive  considera- 
tion. 

Tin  si'in,' of  ill  ■  one  yeai's  notice  to  Great  Britain, 
in  iticlfou^iii  iioi  1.1  be  d-eoieil  an  unlrienlly  mfa«ure — 
and  especially  if  a  .:ini.)n:iied  wiia  siiaijestions  for  a 
re  ewal  »'f  iKg.'iiai'ms.  B  it  any  iilieri-ir  measures,  such 
as  the  president  reeo  nnieiide  I  m  i  is  annual  message 
asexpedie  .1  lu  b:-  ad -.ped  wnh  a  view  lo  exdunve  ju- 
risdiction over  ihe  leniiiry  in  ciispnii  , — and  which  coii- 
siiiuie  in  laci  the  main  object  Inr  givini^  ihe  noiice, — 
and  w.lhuui  which  object  things  w.eild  undoubtedly 
have  been  lefi  as  lliey  were,  a^v  such  ulterior  eiiact- 
menis,  will,  it  is  seriously  .ippre 
country  into  a  "ar,  and  ihal  toj, 

lowed  the  advaniai^e  of  the  twelve  niunihs  notice.  On 
receiving'  the  notice,  it  is  every  w:iy  pr.ihable  ihat  the 
Brit  sli  gove'niiieiii  woulil  foriliwih  enquire  what  our 
governnieui  de-iirned, — whelfier  ihey  desii^ned  lo  auempt 
to  cvelude  iheiii  fr'im  ihs  lerritury  they  now  claim  and 
partially  oeciipv  iii  Ore^'ni? 

We  sh.iuld  he  leady  for  prompi  nc(ioJi — as  wcli  as  for 
reply  to  that  qneslion. 

Th-'  lespon-ibiliiy  of  provokini;   ihis  question  wiihooi 
bei.ifj  ready  t.t  meet  the  eo  iiin-;Hn.-y  which  it  is  mure  tiian 
prob-ibie    would    ensue,  is  of  ih"   mosi  seii'nis  imp  ir 
and 


side 


.Yiiry  officers.  Henry  I,.  Chipman,  lieiit.  in  the 
navy  from  llie  13lh  day  of  April,  1845,  at  whi.  h 
lime  he  was  promoted  lo  fill  a  vueaioy  cre.ited  by 
the  dismission  of  lieutenant  William  D    llur't. 

Henry  O.  .Vlajo  and  John  Riidensteiii,  as-isiaiit 
surgeons  in  the  navy,  lo  till  vacancies  oecasi  iiiel  by 
the  promotion  of  Davil  Ilmlaii,  and  the  rcsiguaiion 
of  iis-Mslanl  surgeon  J  .slma  Hii  ilingtoii. 

I^iid  cfficrs  Amzi  L.  Wheeler,  receiver  of  pub 
lie  monejs  for  the  district  of  lands  subj-et  to  sale  at 
Winamac,  in  the  sl.ite  ol  Indiana,  in  the  place  of 
Jeremiah  Grover,  whose  commission  expireil. 

N.ith-jniel   Bolton,  ie,;isler  of   the    land    odine  for 

de.l.  preeipnale  the  '  the  district  of  lands  subject  to   sale  at    Indianapolis, 

houi  our  being  al      in  the   stale  of   Indiana,  from  and    after  the    1st  ol 

.March,  I84G,  in  the  pl-,ice  of  David  V.  Cully,  whose 

term  of  otSce  will  then  expire 

Officers  nf  Ih?  customs.  C.irnclins  W.Lawrence, 
collector  ol  Ihe  customs  for  Ihe  distro-lof  N.  York, 
vice  Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness,  res||;iied. 

Siinuel  Jones  Willis,  apprai-er  of  merchandise 
for  Ihe  port  of  New  York,  vice  Aiuos  Palmer,  re- 
moved. 

Charles  Parker,  surveyor  and  inspector  of   the  re- 

- ,-  .  vinue   for  Ihe   port   of  Snow   Hill,  Maryland,  vice 

rveiiily  hope  will  nut  be  incurred  without  grave  I  George  Hudson    removed 

--nJ  1  operi.ius  neee-siiy.  ,        ,     I      .illonieys.  ma'rslmh.  S(C.     Robert    C.  Nicholas,  at- 

.eni   designs  thai  the    ,„^(-   ^^^      u.  Stales    lor    the  eastern  district    of 
I  lolloiv    llie  t'lving  ol     ,,       -■'  . 
I      Ue    disiincilv    re      Virginia. 

ui-.iuciiy   re   ,      t;,,^,,^^  j,,,,,,^^^^  31,0,.,,^^  of  ,1,,,  U.  Slates  for  the 

ce  John  G.  Desliler.  removed. 


The  question,  wli'-ih' r  ih-  pre 
ulieiior  measures  iiiiii.led  10,  sliu 
llie  none.  ,  we  cunsider  as   d.  c  di 

com  ociided  ihai  contiress  shall  follow  ihe  nonce  by  such 
e'laetni'-nts.  Coiignss  w.mld  probably  Nave  the'pre.-i- 
deiitin  a  dileiiim  1  which  he  w.udd  n  ive  avoided,  and 
otic  for  winch  he  ou^-.t  not  t »  be  held  to  a  strict  account 
ability,  if  Ihey  direct  him  (o  uive  the  n  itie-e — ari  i  yet  re- 
fuse 10  toe  ihe  mark  of  nssertini;  and  maintaining  our 
riHbt  to  ihe  lerritiry  which  hail  been  in  dispute.  Such 
a  prcdienment  would  b'-  anyihiiig  but  comloriable  for  a 
hnjii  minded  oxecmive  officer. 


N.»'i'I.ii\  \l,     \Kl' 


EXECUTIVE     JOUR.VAL. 
APP01.\TMENTS  BY  THE    PRESIDEN'T. 

By  and  uitli  the  ailvice  and  consent  of  the  Senale, 

James  L.  Edwards,  cnuiini^i  oier  of  pensions, 
to  lake  etiect  from  and  after  the  3  I  of  .March  next, 
«heii  his  present  commission  will  expire. 

C'onsiib.  William  Crosby,  of  Ohio,  to  be  consul 
for  the  porl  ol  Talcahuanu,  111  Chill,  in  place  of  Paul 
H.  Delano,  recalled. 

Clia'les  Sher.vood,  of  New  Y'ork,  consul  for  the 
porl  of  Messina,  in  Sicily,  in  place  of  John  L.  Pay- 
son,  recalled. 

Hcni)  G.  Hubbard,  of  Nev/  York,  consul  for  the 
port  of  Si.  J. dins,  ill  the  island  ol  Puerto  Rico,  in 
place  of  O.  S.  Morse,  recalled. 

Thomas  N.  Carr,  of  New  York,  consul  for  the 
empire  of  Morocco,  ill  place  of  John  F.  iVlullowny, 
reollcd. 

Nicholas  B.  Bo\le,  of  Washington,  consul  for! 
Porl  Mahon,  111  the  island  of  .Minorca,  in  place  of 
Obadiah  Rich,  resigned.  ! 

John  F.  Bacon,  ol  New  York,  consul  for  the  port  i  ,.,,  ,  „  , 

r  XI  -    ..     1  I      I    I  -v       u        I  .      r"       biewart,  removed, 

of  N  jssau.  in  the  Island  ol  New  Providence,  in  place  I 

of  Timothy  Darling,  recalled.  | 

John    W.  Holding,  of   Maryland,    consul    for  the  1  diplo 

port  of  San  Ja^jo  de  Cuba,  in  the  place  of  James  J. 

Wrizht,  deceased. 


district  of) 

Thomas  FltU-.her,  marshal  for  Ihe  southern  district 
of  Mississippi,  vice  Anderson  Miller,  removed. 

Daniel  A.  Robertson,  marshal  for  the  district  of 
Ohio,  vice  John  McElvaiii,  removid. 

William  F.  Waiiier,  marshal  for  the  district  of 
Louisiana,  vice  .Mgernoii  S.  Robertson,  removed. 

Gideon  S  Uiiley,  marshal  for  Ihedislricl  of  Iowa 
vice  Isaac  Leliiir,  icmoved.  ' 

Cyrus  Barton,  marshal  for  the  district  of  New 
Hampshire,  vice  Israel  W.  Kelley,  whose  commis- 
sion bad  expired. 

Arthur  R.  Crozier,  marshal  for  Ine  eastern  dis- 
trict of  Tennessee,  vice  Richard  M.  Woods,  de 
ceased. 

Abel  C.  Pepper,  marshal  for  the  district  of  Indiana, 
vice  Robert  Hanna,  whose  commission  bad  expired. 

James  G.  Lyon,  marshal  for  the  southern  dis- 
trict of  Alabama,  vice  Wilhaiu  Armislcad  removed. 

Alexander  Porter,  marsbjl  for  the  disliict  of  De- 
laware, vice  Jidin   McCliing,  resigneil. 

Waller  S.  Burgess,  aliorney  of  the  U.  Slates,  for 
Ihe  district  of  Rhode  Island,  vice  Richard  W.  Green, 
removed. 

John  Norvell,  aliorney  of  Ihe  U.  Slates  for  the 
district  of  Michigan,  vice  George  C.  Bates,  resigned. 

Eli  Moore,  marshal  for  the  southern  district  ol 
New  York,  vice  Silas  M.  Slilwell,  removed. 

John  Callin,  secretary  of  ihe  territory  of  Wiscon 
sin,  vice  George  R.  C.  Floyd,  removed. 

William  A.  RicbmoiiO,  of  Mirbigaii,  lo  be  Indian 
agent  for  the  agency  of  .Michilimackinac,  »it.c  Robt. 


Secretary  Walker's 
The  Washington    Union 


J  0  U  R  N  A  I.  . 
PORT   ON'    THE    TARIFF. 

relerroig  10    the    article 
Ramon    L.  Sanchez,  of   Florida,   consul    for   the  [  wliicti  we  nu'ticed    n  our    last   Ironi    Ibe    Baltimore 
port  of  Canhagena,  in   New  Gra.iada,  in   place  of  1  Palriol,  on  page  416, says— "We  rely  upon  the  best 
Samuel  H.  Kneass,  resi^^ned.  autlioriiy,  that  Mr.  Pakenham  was   not  in  Mr.  W.il- 

ker's  room  for  some  days  before  or  alter  sending  in 
his  report,  or  at  that  lime;  ihat  Mr.  P.  never  at  anj 
lime  received  jnj  copj  of  the  rejort  froai   Mr.  W. 


J.j3epii  Cowdm,  -if  New  York,  cuii^ul  for  ihe  porl 
ot  GlaiL;ow,  in  t^-colland,  in  place  ol  Thomas  Mc- 
Guiie,  recalled. 
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that  Mr.  P.  had  no  copy  until  after  llie  report  was 
printed  and  dislribuled  in  the  "L'liion."  •  •  » 
"We  say  fuilht  r  that  Mr.  \V.  and  Mr.  P.  have 
never  had  nny  conver-ation  about  Oregon;  and  iliat 
Mr.  W.  and  Mr.  P  have  never  had  any  negotiation 
about  llie  laiifl;  that  as  early  as  last  »|.ring  Mr.  W. 
fxpresnd  In  Mr  P.  the  ln.pe  that  Great  Britain 
>»  Old. 1  repeal  her  duties  upon  our  agrimllnral  pro- 
ducts and  pinvisK  rs,  and  especially  upon  Imlian 
corn.  And  this  is  all  that  has  pa«?ed  belween  them." 
The  Wasliiiigton  correspondent  ol  the  Baltimore 
Patriot,  in  bis  letter  of  the  l«t  instant,  notices  Ihe 
above  contradiction  of  the  Union,  at  some  length. — 
Disposed  to  make  Ibc  amende  honorable  if  he  had 
been  in  error  in  what  he  bad  slated — he  s.iys — 'l 
weni  lo  sec  the  Renlleman  to-day  who  gave  ihe  in- 
formation that  1  have  published  in  regard  t.i  the 
manner  in  which  .Mr.  Pakenham  obtained  bis  first 
ropv  of  the  report,  and  ralletl  his  attenthin  lo  the 
o.i;;'in's  ileoi.il  of  lis  Iriilh.  That  gentleman  replied: 
"|i  IS  true,  nevi-rllieless.  .Mr.  Walker  himself  lold 
me  Ihat  ho  cav-  .Mr.  Pakenham  lb.-  first  print.d 
.•o|iy  that  he  hoi  of  his  report,  whieh  was  lvinK  on 
his 'table  in  his  room  when  Mr.  Pakeidia  1.  vi-iled 
bim.  An  I  ni.t  only  so,  but  Mr.  Pakenham  has  told 
me  Ihe  same  thing."  "Such  was  the  de.laralion  of 
my  iiiformaiil.  He  is  arqiiamted  holli  with  Mr. 
W.ilker  and  .Mr.  Pakenham— and  is  far  from  being  a 
whig,  lie  miii;  possibly  speak  on  Ibis  subject  him- 
self. It  was  upon  bis  aiilboriiy,  who  said  be  bad 
just  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Walker,  that  I  made 
Ibe  statement— which,  by  the  way.  1  probably  should 
not  have  made,  if  I  had  not  seen  in  llie  general  sum- 
mary of  the  foreign  news  by  the  Cambria  the  an- 
nonncemenl  that  Mr.  Walker's  rep.. rl  was  commu- 
nicated to  the  British  minister  long  tiefore  it  was 
sent  into  the  proper  committee  of  the  American 
congress." 

The  Mexican  ikdemnut.     The    president  a  few 
days  since  Iransmilled  to  congress  a  communication 
accompanied    by  Ihe   recent  correspondence  in   re- 
lercii.x  to  the  Mexican  indemnities,  which  consisted 
of  thirty-four  letters,  and    is  very  voluminous.     The 
substaiue  of  them  is  given   by  the  Wasbingtcn  cor- 
respondent of  the  Journal  of  Commerce  in   a  brief 
summary.     It  appears  ihat  in  November,  1845,  Mr. 
Buchanan  wrote   lo  .Mr.  Slidell   lo  learn  II. e  facts  in 
regard  lo   the   two    indemnities  of  April  and  July, 
184.3.     Mr.  Voss   said    ihat  he    had,  at  liie  critical 
monirnt  in  the  affairs  of  Sanla  Anna,  in  the  revolu- 
tion of  Pareries,  given  him  a  receipt  on   the  27',h  of 
August,  1844,  (or   the   amount  of  the   indemnity,— 
say  §275,500.     The  bouse  of  T.  Jenisson  St  Co.  (an 
lEnghsb    house),  bad   contracts   to   a    large   amount 
i  wiih  Itie  Mexican  govemment,  and  was  responsible. 
I  With  this  house  the    Mexican  government  made  an 
)  agreement  on  the  25lh    Augusi,  '44,  to  pay  the   two 
I  indemnities,  and  lo  allow  them   1 J  per  cent,  interest 
per  month  on    li.e  amount,  and  give  them  orders  on 
j  various   sources   for    835U.OO()    lo   S,4UO,000,  out  of 
I  which    Ibey    were    lo    reimburse  themselves.     The 
'  money  no  doubl,  from  the  conioclion  of  the  parties, 
went"lo  assist  Sanla  Anna  in    Ihe  revolution  against 
gen.  Paredes,- Voss,  Hargouse  anil  Tregarez    being 
parlizans  in  the  revolution  with  Santa  Anna.     Gen. 
Paredes   succeeded   in    pulling  Sanla   Anna    oiil    of 
power,  and    the  speculation  of   Voss  and  Jenisson  & 
Co.  failed.     'I'hen,  on  or  about  the  20lh  of   Seplem- 
ber,  1844.  .Mr.  Voss  gives   another   receipt   for  the 
amount  of  the  indemnity  to  commilthe  Mexican  go- 
vernnieui for  the  payment  of  the  amount   lo  the  U. 
States.     But  the  Mexican  congress  refuses  to  allow 
Ibis,  and  refuses  to   annul   the  transaction  willi  Voss 
and'T.  Jenisson  &.  Co.  of  the  25th  and    a7th  Augusi, 
i  1844;  and  now,  .Mr.  Slidell  insists  in  bis  letter  to  T. 
i  Jenisson  Si  Co.  that  Ibcy  ought  to  pay.  The  <iueslion 
I  is  whether   the    government   of   the    United    Slates 
I  ought  immediately  to  pay  the  claimants  all  their  in- 
deiiiiiily.  [A'tio  I'uit  7'iue  Sun. 

i  Lake  Superior  copper  akd  silver  mines.  From 
the  PMihms  Oazclle-  'Ihe  lollowing  is  an  extract 
;  from  a  letter  of  the  Glh  January,  wiitlen  by  a  prac- 
I  lical  Coniisb  miner  of  great  experience- the  cap- 
;  lain  ol  the  mines  in  the  neighborhood  of  Kigie  River, 
j  belonging  to  Ihe  Pilfsliiirs:  and  Boston  Cupper  Hmbor 
i  Mining  Compmnj,  addressed  lo  the  treasurer  ol  Ihat 
eoiiipali),  residing  Ml  Una  city. 

"Since  I  lust  wrote  you,  the  mosta«tonishing  pros- 
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pect  hns  opened  upon  us  suddenly  here,  that  per- 
haps ever  chanced  the  most  romanlic  adventurer 
after  mineral  wealth!  If  present  qualities  and  quan- 
tities of  ore  continue,  we  have  here  fallen  in  with 
the  richest  sid'er  mint  perhaps  in  the  world;  and  in 
copper  never  exceeded.  It  now  so  far  surpasses 
any  thing  that  perhaps  you  or  I  ever  saw  or  heard  of 
in  the  legends  of  mining,  that  for  curiosity's  sake 
alone,  I  should  think  it  north  a  journey  to  witness 
what  nature  hat  done  so  near  the  surface,  panic  ular- 
ly  in  the  silver  line.  Yesterday  1  barrelled  up  1,772 
lbs.  and  to-day  1,400  lbs.  silverore  with  the  labor  of 
one  man  and  got  it  out  Irkewise.  Last  month  got  out 
55  Ions  of  raw  ore,  making  in  all  145  tons." 

As  confirmatory  of  the  above,  and  as  exhibiting 
the  extraordinary  richness  and  great  value  of  the 
Lake  Superior  Mines,  we  take  the  following  from 
the  Detroit  Advertiser  of  February  12 

Messrs.  Edilors— You  will  confer  a  favor  on  the 
large  number  of  your  fello.v  citizens  of  this  and 
other  states,  w  ho  have  invested  in  mining  operations 
on  the  south  shore  of  Luke  Superior,  and  give  m- 
formation  of  the  resources  of  Michigan,  by  publish- 
ing the  following  extracts  from  letters  received  in 
this  city  by  the  last  mail  from  Copper  Harbor. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Joshua  Childs,  dated  Jan. 
6,  1846,  Copper  Falls,  to  E.  P.  Ilaslings  &  Co.  De- 
troit— "It  (vein  No.  5,  Copper  Falls),  is  very  rich  at 
present,  more  so  than  it  has  ever  been.  1  have  lately 
obtained  from  the  vein  masses  of  pure  copper,  weigh- 
ing from  one  to  l«enty  pounds.  At  present  there  is 
a  mass  of  pure  copper,  and  from  the  portion  which 
is  exposed,  1  think  it  will  weigh  several  hundred 
pounds.  A  side  vein  or  cheet  of  native  cupper  has 
also  come  in,  which  is,  in  one  place,  about  half  an 
inch  thick  and  a  foot  in  length,  and  as  1  sink  the 
shaft,  enlarges.  The  diSerenl  veins  now  being  work- 
ed appear  to  be  doing  well.  The  Boston  and  Pitts- 
burg company  have  met  «  ith  great  success.  Their 
vein  at  the  Blufls,  back  of  the  Eagle  River  wurks, 
have  improved  very  much.  They  have  obtained  a 
niassof  copper  nearly  pure,  from  the  vein  containing 
a  great  deal  of  silver,  weighing  about  1,700  lbs.  I 
have  seen  specimens  of  it  and  1  must  say,  they  are 
the  richest  in  silver  1  have  ever  seen." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Columbus  C.  Douglass, 
supi  rintendant  of  the  Lake  Superior  company  and 
late  assistant  state  geologist,  under  Dr.  Houghton, 
dated  Eagle  river,  January  5lh,  1846— directed  to 
E.  P.  Hastings  &  Co.  Detroit:— "The  mines  are  look- 
ing tolerably  well  at  present;  and  we  (Lake  Superior 
company),  are  taking  out  a  considerable  quantity  of 
shot  copper,  and  some  of  the  lich  silver  rock.  At 
the  Copper  Falls  Company's  works,  they  are  taking 
out  some  of  the  copper  on  the  lake.  T  hey  are  now 
getting  out  a  mass  tliat  v.  ill  weigli  over  a  ton.  The 
Pitt-burgh  and  Boston  compony,  back  on  the  bluffs, 
are  getting  out  the  richest  silver  luineial  of  any  in 
the  country.  Spragne's  proyiects  (Eagle  Harbor 
company),  are  ag.iiu  imprortiig.  In  fact,  I  see  no- 
thing about  any  of  the  diggings  that  looks  discou- 
raging. Bacon's  (North  American  company),  pros- 
pect IS  good,  and  they  have  found  one  of  the  finest 
looking  veins  in  the  country  on  the  Albion  location. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  C.iluuibus  C.  Douglass  to 
Bela  Hubbard,  esq.  Detroit,  dated  E..gle  River,  Jan. 
8,  184G— 'All  things  are  moving  on  prosperously  in 
the  mining  district,  and  the  recent  development-  on 
the  bluffs  give  much  additional  value  to  the  locations 
lying  back  in  the  interior  of  the  pornt.  At  the 
Pittsburg  works  llicy  are  now  getting  out  rock  as 
richly  impregnati'd  with  silver  as  almost  any  rock 
you  jaw  last  season,  when  here,  was  with  (uipper.  1 
liave  seen  some  lumps  of  silver  bigger  than  your 
thumb.  We  are  also  gcting  out  some  rich  silver 
rock.  Ifthesc  things  only  hold  out  the  value  of  this 
country  is  only  beginning  to  be  seen. 

Bacon  is  now  getting  out  some  rich  copper,  and 
his  prospects  arc  very  Haltering.  He  is  only  woiking 
hall  a  mile  west  ul  the  Pittsburg  works,  and  bolli 
veins  arc  the  same  in  a|ppcarjncc  as  far  as  Bacon 
lias  uncovered  his.  He  lias  not  uncovered  as  low 
down  as  where  the  rich  silter  is  found  on  the  other 
vein. 

At  the  Pittsburg  woiks  they  have  bandied  up 
louie  Ihuii  thirty  barrels  of  this  rich  silver— the  vein 
in  Ibicc  Icet  wide  and  well  delined. 

At  the  Copper  Falls  Company,  they  have  taken 
out  some  rich  copper,  and  now  at  the  depth  of  45 
feet  they  ore  taking  out  u  mass  of  native  copper  that 
is  cblimutcd  to  weigh  over  a  ton." 

Ocean  steam  suns.  The  New  York  Commercial 
joys — "We  learn  that  a  contract  has  been  entered 
into  by  the  goveiiiment  of  the  UniU  d  States  with  the 
O.can  Steam  Navigation  Company,  chartered  in 
this  state,  lor  the  estaOlishminl  ol  u  line  ol  steam 
ships,  to  run  between  New  York  and  Euiopu.  A 
vessel  is  to  tuko  her  departure  twice  in  eacti  inoiilh 
for  Cuwcs  and  Bremen,  i  lie  government  is  lo  pay 
J<400,000  per  annum  for  tli»  conveyancu  of  the  mail, 


&c.  The  vessels  are  to  be  of  not  less  than  1,400 
tons  burthen,  and  they  are  to  make  Iheir  voyages 
>»ith  speed  not  less  than  that  of  the  Ciinard  line. — 
The  arrangements  for  building  are  in  active  pro- 
gress, and  it  is  expected  that  the  first  will  be  ready 
to  start  by  the  first  of  January,  1847." 

We  observe  that  a  call  was  made  in  the  house  of 
representatives  on  Thursday  the  19th  ult.  for  a  re- 
port relative  to  contracts  for  the  puipose. 

1  V  D  1  A  K     J  0  U  K  N  A  !.  . 

I  The  lands  of  the  Kansas.  The  Lexington  (Mo.) 
I  Telegraph  stales  that  major  Harvey  has  at  last  suc- 
i  cecded  for  the  United  Stales  in  purchasing  the  Kan- 
'  sas  country  from  the  Indian  tribe  of  that  name — the 
!  purchase  comprising  two  millions  of  acres  of  very 
I  superior  land.  T^lie  government  has  been  endeavor- 
ing to  eflect  a  purcliase  of  this  country  for  a  consi- 
derable period. 

Indians  exhibited  in  Europe.  The  practice  of  se- 
ducing the  natives  fiom  our  forests,  for  the  purpose 
'  of  exhibiting  them  as  curiosities  in  Europe,  attract- 
ed the  attention  of  our  government  some  thirty  or 
forty  years  ago.  Such  were  the  evils  and  imposi- 
tions ascertained,  that  orders  were  issued  strictly 
prohibiting  any  further  instances  of  their  tranship- 
ment for  that  purpose.  How  it  has  happened  that 
this  wholesome  regulation  has  for  some  years  been 
overlooked,  we  know  not.  The  effect  of  this  laxity 
has  been  disastrous  and  disgraceful  abroad,  in  many 
instances,  and  another  is  but  added  to  the  revolting 
list,  as  detailed  by  Mr.  Catlin,  in  a  letter  from  him 
lo  a  friend  in  New  Yoik.  No  party  of  Indians  for 
the  last  century  has  visiteil  Europe  fur  such  an  ob- 
ject with  greater  advantages,  or  been  received  there 
with  more  distinction,  or  were  exhi!)ited  with  more 
eclat,  than  the  party  referred  to  by  Mr.  C,  who  says 
in  the  letter  alluded  to — 

"Pray  gel  some  of  the  editors  in  the  United  States, 
whose  papers  reach  the  W^estern  frontiers,  to  dis 
courage  any  other  parties  of  Indians  from  coming  to 
England  or  France  .""or  ihe  purpose  of  exhibition. — 
The  party  of  twelve  Ojibbeways  who  came  from 
London  lo  Puns  some  months  since,  have  not  been 
able,  even  in  connexion  with  my  extensive  collection, 
to  realize  more  than  expenses,  and  the  person  in 
whose  charge  they  were,  failiiij  of  the  means  re 
quired  to  pay  their  expenses  back  to  London,  I  volan 
leered  to  do  it  myself,  and  accompanied  them  on 
their  passage,  taking  Brussels  on  Iheir  way.  In  that 
city  they  contracted  that  most  awful  disease,  the 
small-pox,  witb  which  five  or  six  were  sick,  and  by 
which  three  of  the  finest  men  of  the  party  have  lust 
their  lives.  The  rest  of  the  party  1  have  sent  by 
steamer  to  London,  and  1  very  much  fear  ihey  will 
there  be  reduced  to  great  distress.  Their  detention 
in  Brussels  was  moie  than  a  mouth,  and  my  outlays 
for  them  since  they  left  Paris  have  been  more  than 
gl.OOO.  My  expenses  in  exhibiting  the  parties  of 
lowasandOjibbeway  Indians  in  England  and  France, 
in  connexion  with  my  extensive  collection,  during 
the  last  year,  have  been  quite  equal  lo  all  the  re- 
ceipts, besides  the  loss  of  a  year's  time,  with  much 
toil  and  a  great  deal  of  anxiety;  and  in  ihat  time  I 
have  had  the  distress  and  paid  the  expenses  of  six 
funerals  amun^sl  them.  I'lie  expenses  and  responsi- 
bilities of  sucli  parlies  in  a  foreign  country  are  much 
greater,  and  Ibeir  receipts  much  less,  than  the  ardent 
expcclations  of  those  bringing  them  over;  and  1  sin- 
cerely hope,  for  the  happiness  of  the  poor  Indians 
and  for  the  benefit  of  those  persons  who  may  be 
planning  .ftich  speculations,  that  no  other  enterprises 
of  the  kind  may  be  undertaken,  at  least  for  many 
years  to  come.  GEO.  CATLIN. 

"Paris,  January  30,  1846," 

AMERICAN   COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 


Froceedings  of  the  Twentyninth  ^innual  Meeting. 
IVaMngton,  .lanmry  20,  1846. 

The  American  Colonization  Society  met  at  seven 
o'clock  I'.  M.  Ill  the  First  Presliyterian  Church. 

In  the  absence  ot  the  hon.  Ilenrij  Clay,  president 
of  ihc  society,  gen.  Walter  Jones,  a  vice  president, 
was  called  to  the  chair,  and  rev.  FK  JWc/>(iiii  acted 
as  secretary. 

'i'he  Rev.  James  /^.luiie,  \).  D.  invoked  the  Divine 
blessing. 

.  Extracts  from  the  aninial  rcpru  t  of  the  executive 
committeo  were  read  by  the  secretary,  and  on  mo- 
tion the  report  was  relencd  to  the  board  of  directors 
fur  their  consideration. 

The  hon.  Hi;/in»i  F.  (iiks,  of  Baltimore,  offered 
llie  following  resolution,  which  he  accompanied  with 
j  an  eloquent  address  on  the  subject: 

Resolved,  That  the  beneficial  influences,  political, 
commercial,  and  philanthropic,  ol  Alrican  coloniza- 
tion, comnieiids  it  lo  the  liberal  paUoiiage  of  the 
wise  and  iho  good  cvciynticre. 


The  Rev.  E  A".  Saiolelle,  of  N.  York,  off-red  and 
earnestly  advocated  the  followins  resolution: 

Resolved,  ^hat  the  scheme  of  colonization  is  fraught 
with  incalculable  good  lo  that  part  of  the  colored 
race  now  in  this  country,  as  well  as  to  those  in  Af- 
rica. 

The  Rev.  John  t'hamhrs,  of  Philadelphia,  offered 
the  following  resolution,  and  delivered  a  fervid  and 
impressive  appeal  in  favor  of  the  great  principles  of 
coloiiizatinn: 

Resolved.  That  the  great  evangelic  aspect  and  mis- 
sionary bearing  of  coloniz^ntion  on  Africa,  urge  its 
claims,  as  a  medium  of  sustaining  Christian  missions 
tiiere,  on  the  sympathy,  the  prayers,  and  liberality 
of  all  who  desire  and  labor  for  the  conversion  of  the 
whole  world. 

These  resolutions  were  all  adopted,  and  the  so- 
ciety adjourned  lo  meet  in  the  Colonizali m  Rooms 
to  morrow,  at  12  o'clock  M.  Concluded  with  prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  of  Princeton. 

Colonization  Rooms,  January  21,  1346. 

The  society  met  agreeably  to  adjournment,  and 
elected  the  following  officers: 

Preside.vt— Hun.  HE.N'RY  CLAY. 

VICE    PRESIDENTS. 

1.  John  C.  Herbert,  of  Maryland. 

2.  General  John  H.  Cocke,  of  Virginia. 
3    Daniel  Webster,  of  Massachusetts. 

4.  Charles  F.  Mercer,  of  Florida. 

5.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D   of  Connecticut. 

6.  'I'heodore  Frelinghujsen,  of  New  York. 

7.  Louis  McLane,  of  Baltimore. 

8.  Moses  Allen,  of  New  York. 

9.  General  W.  Jones,  of  Washington. 

10.  Joseph  Gales,  of  Washington. 

11.  Right  Rev.  Wm.  Meade,  D   D.  bishop  of  Va. 
12-  John  McDonough,  of  Louisiana. 

13.  George  Washington  Latayelle,  of  Fiance. 

14.  Rev.  Jas.  O.  Andrew,  hish.  of  the  .M.  E  church. 

15.  Willian  Maxwell,  of  Virginia. 

16.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio. 

17.  Walter  Lowrie,  of  New  York. 

18.  Jacob  Burnet,  of  Ohio. 

19.  Joshua  Darling,  of  New  Hampshire. 

20.  Dr.  Stephen  Duncan,  of  Mississippi. 

21.  William  C.  Rives,  of  Virginia. 

22    Rev.  J   Laurie,  D   D.  of  Washington. 

23.  Rev.  William  VVinans,  of  Mississippi. 

24.  James  Boonnan,  of  New  Y^rk  city. 

25.  Henry  A.  Foster,  of  New  Yurk. 

26.  Dr.  John  Kerr,  of  Mississippi. 

27.  Robert  Campbell,  of  ficorgia. 

28.  Peter  D.  Vroom,  of  New  Jersey. 

29.  James  Garland,  of  Virginia. 

30.  Rev.  T.  .Morris,  bish.  of  the  .VI.  E.  church,  Ohio. 

31.  Right  honorable  L"rd  Dex  ley,  of  London. 

32.  William  Short,  of  Philadelphia. 

33.  William  Hall,  of  Delaware. 

34.  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Otey,  of  Tennessee. 

35.  Gerald  Ralston,  of  London. 

36.  Rev.  Cortland  Van  Rensselaer,  of   New  Jersey. 

37.  Dr.  Hoilgkin,  of  London. 

38.  Rev.  E.  Burgess,  D.  D.  of  Massachusetts. 

39.  Thos.  R.  Hazard,  of   Providence,  Rhode  island. 

40.  Dr.  Thos.  .Massie,  ofTye  River  .Mills,  Virginia. 

41.  General  Alexander  Brown,  of  Virginia. 

42.  Major  general  Winfield  Scott,  Washington. 

43.  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Bond,  D.  D.  New  York. 

44.  Rev.  A.  .Alexander.  D.  D.  New  Jersey. 

45.  S.muel  Wilkeson,  New  Yoik. 

46.  L.  Q  C.  Elmer,  New  Jersey. 

47.  James  Rally,  Mississippi. 

48.  Rev.  Georje  W.  Bethiine,  D   D.  Philadelphia. 

49.  Rev.  C.  C.'Cnyler,  D.  D.  Philadelphia. 
I  50.   Elliott  Cresson,  esq.,  Pliiladelphia. 
;nl.   Anson  G.  Pi^clps,  esq  ,  New  Yoik. 

]  52.  Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D.  D.  Aiidover,  Mass. 
I  53.  Jonathan  Hyde,  esq..  Buth,  Maine. 
;  54.   Rev.  J.  P.  Durbin,  D.  D.  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania. 
]  55    Rev.  B.  Waugh.bis.  ot  M.  E. church,  ISalti.nore. 

56.  Rev.  Dr.  W.  1!.  Johns,  South  Caiolina. 

57.  Moses  Shepherd,  Baltimore 

58.  John  Gray,  Fredericksburg,  Virginia. 

59.  Bishup  Mcllvain,  Ohio. 

60.  Rev.  Dr.  Ed^jar,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

61.  Rev.  P.  Lindsley,  D.  D.  Tennessee. 

62.  Honorable  J.  R.  Underwood,  Kentucky. 

63.  Honorable  J.  Wlluntington,  Connecticut. 

64.  Honorable  P.  While,  Putney,  \  crmont. 

65.  Hun.  C.  Marsh,  of  Woodstock,  \criiiont 
Alter  which  the  society  adjourned  lo  meet  on  the 

third  Tuesday  of  January,  1847, 

PROCEEUl.N'CS   OF  THE    BOARD  OF    DIRECTOBS. 

irus/iiiijloii,  ,/a)iuur!(20,  1846.  Present,  liom  Ver- 
mont, P.  White  and  Henry  Stevens,  esqs.;  Irom  Mas- 
sachusetts, Rov.  T.  Tracy;  from  AVio  York,  A.  G. 
Phelps  and  Dr.  D.  .M.  Reese,  from  Xew  Jersey,  Riv. 
Dr.  Maclean;  fiom  I'ennsylfaaia,  Paul  1'.  Jones  and 
Alexander  iMcliitire,  esqs.  Also  Rmv.  Win.  .McLliii 
nnd  executive  committee  Rev.  C.  A.  Davis. 
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Afler  sundry  proceedings,  the  boani  a'ljnurnerl  to 
January  21  — i)i-escnl  in  addition,  Hm  H  L  Ells- 
worth, delegate  from  /iJ-iiiia. 

The  board  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  officers  for 
Ihe  ensuing  year,  viz. 

Executive  comnillce.  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke,  esq.  VV. 
VV.  Seat.i.i,  e^q  llirvcy  Lindsly,  M.  D^  A  O.  Day- 
Ion,  esq  Rev  C.  .\.  Djvi,,  Jos'ph  H.  Bradley,  esq 
Rev.  J.  C    Bacon,  D   D. 

Secreliuy  and  treasurer.     Rev.  William  McLain. 

^Ipproprialions  were  voted  for  the  eniuing  year,  lo 
the  amount  of  §2,750. 


CONSTITUrlOS    OF    THE    SOCICTV. 

An  ameriiled  conslilntion  for  ihe  society  had  been 
under  consideration,  and  ivas  now,  article  ny  article, 
adopted, — to  he  submilied  to  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  society,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds, 
then  to  be  sub^tiluied   lor  Ihe   existing  conslilution. 

Art.  1.  This  society  shall  be  called  "'J'he  Ame- 
rican Colonization  S.jciely." 

Art.  2.  The  object  lo  whi.  h  its  attention  is  lo  be 
exclusively  directed  is,  to  promote  and  execute  a 
plan  for  CDlonizing,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free 
people  of  color  residing;  in  our  couiilry  ni  .Africa,  or 
such  other  place  as  congress  shall  deem  expedient. 
And  the  society  shall  act,  lo  etlect  this  object,  in 
co.operati.nl  with  the  general  goveniinent  and  such 
of  the  stales  as  may  adopt  regulations  on  the  sutiject. 

Art.  3.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  Slates  who 
thai!  have  paid  lo  the  funds  of  the  society  the  sum 
ofonedoU.ir  shall  be  a  member  of  the  society  for 
one  year  IVoin  the  time  of  such  payment.  /\:iy  citi- 
zen who  s  lall  have  paid  the  suju  of  thirty  dollars 
shall  be  a  member  for  life.  Aad  any  citizen  paying 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  shall  be  a  director 
for  life.  Foreigners  may  be  made  members  by  Ihe 
vole  of  the  society  or  of  Ihe  directors. 

Art.  4-  The  society  shall  meet  annually  at  Wash- 
ington on  the  third  'I'ucsday  in  January,  and  at  such 
other  tunes  and  places  as  lliey  shall  direct.  At  the 
annual  meelmg  a  president  and  vice  presidents  shall 
be  chosen,  who  shall  perform  the  duties  appropriate 
lo  those  offices. 

Art.  5.  There  shall  be  a  board  of  directors,  com- 
posed of  the  directors  for  life  and  of  delegates  from 
the  several  slate  societies  and  societies  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  territories  of  Ihe  U.  States.— 
Each  of  such  societies  shall  be  enlilled  lo  one  dele- 
gate for  every  hve  hundred  dollars  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  this  society  tvitbin  the  year  previous  to 
the  annual  meeting. 

Art.  6.  Tlie  baard  shall  annually  appoint  a  sec- 
retary, a  treasurer,  and  an  executive  commitlee  of 
seven  persons;  all  of  whom  shall,  ex  'fficio,  be  hono- 
rary members  of  ihe  board,  having  u  ri^ht  to  be  pre 
sent  al  its  meelings  and  lo  take  part  in  the  transac- 
tion of  ils  busine>s;  hut  lliey  shall  nut  \Dte,  except 
as  provided  in  article  seien. 

Art.  7.  The  board  of  direciors  shall  meet  annu- 
ally in  VVa^lllr:gluIl,  i.nmediately  after  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  society,  and  al  such  other  times  and 
places  as  il  shall  appoint,  or  at  Itie  request  of  the 
executive  commiUee.  S^veii  directors  shall  form  a 
quorum;  but  il,  al  any  annual  meeling,  or  al  meet- 
ings regularly  called,  a  less  number  be  in  alleiidanee, 
then  five  iiiemhirs  of  Itie  execuiive  comuiiltee,  with 
such  directors,  not  less  Ihan  lour,  as  may  be  pre- 
sent, shall  coiisinule  a  board,  and  have  cumpetent 
auli.orily  lo  Uaiisact  any  uumiicss  of  the  society; 
provided,  ho.vever,  that  the  ooard  thus  constiiuled 
shall  carry  no  question  unless  the  vole  be  unani- 
mous. 

Art.  8.  The  execuiive  committee  shall  mee I  ac- 
cording lo  Us  own  appointment,  or  al  the  call  of  the 
secretary.  This  com  nillee  shall  have  discretionary 
povver  lo  transact  the  buiinesa  of  the  society,  subject 
only  lo  such  Inudations  as  are  found  in  its  charter, 
in  this  conslilulioii,  and  in  the  votes  that  have  been 
passed  or  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  the  board  of 
directors.  The  secretary  and  trca-urer  shall  be 
members  of  the  commitlee  ex  officio,  with  the  righl 
lo  deliberaie  but  not  lo  vole.  '1  ne  commitlee  is  au 
Ihonsed  to  fill  all  vacancies  in  Us  own  body,  lo  ap- 
point a  secretary  or  treasurer  whenever  such  offices 
are  vacant,  and  to  appoint  and  direct  such  agents  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  society.  At 
every  annual  meeling  the  commillee  shall  report 
Iheir  doings  lo  llie  society  and  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. 

Art.  9.  This  constitution  may  be  amended  upon 
a  proposition  to  that  eti'ect  by  any  of  Ihe  societies 
repreaenled  in  the  board  of  directors,  transmilted  lo 
llie  secretary,  and  puDlished  in  the  otiicial  paper  of 
the  society  three  months  before  the  annual  meeting, 
provided  such  amendment  receive  the  sanction  ol 
two-thirds  of  the  board  at  ils  next  auuual  lueet- 
ing- 


Tre.^surer's  anndal  Rr.poRT — January   1,  1845  lo  ' 
Januanj  1,  1846.  j 

To  balance  due  the  sociely  per  last  report   $3,045  84  I 
Received  from  cdonial  store  5.676  24 

Ucceivcd  from  donalions  27,65(!  30  1 

Received  from  legacies  ]7,3!)5  44 


In  1839,  Ihe  society,  whicli  harl  long  been  embar- 
rassed with  ils  debt,  compromised  for  fifty  cents  ia 
llie  dollar.  Al  the  last  annual  meeling  there  was 
slill  due  of  these  compromised  debts  $6,477  33. — 
This  amount  has  all  been  paid,  with  the  exreplion 
of  $775  27,  due    to    creditors   who  have   refused  to 


Subscriptions  lo  the  Afr^-an  Repository       1,707   10  I  accept   the    compromi'-p,  and    whom    ihe  sociely  do 
Passage  of  emigrants  and  freight  on  goods        977  63    not  feel  aiiihorisi'd  in  pay  on  any  other  lerms.     The 

other  debls  due  at  the  lasl  annual    meeting,  with  the 
f56,45S  fiO  ....  -    .  


Balance  owned  hv  soc'ty  per  last  report      $7,642  97 
I'aifl  old  debls  6,477  33 

Paid  passage  of  emigrants,  provisions,  &c.      6,754  92 
Paid  for  goods  consigned  lo  colonial  store     4,124  42 
Paid  for    improvoinenls,  purchase  of  ter- 
ritory, salaries  of  governor  and  colonial 
secretary,  and  olher  expenses  in  Libe 


Paid  salary  of  secretary,  rent  of  office, 
clerk  hire,  stationery,  lights,  fuel,  post- 
age, &c. 

Paid  salai  ies  of  agents,  expenses  in  col- 
lecting, &c. 

Paid  for  paper  and  printing  African  Re- 
pository, including  a  large  balance  due 
for  prcuous  years 

Profit  and  loss 

IJilanccs  due  the  society   this  day 

Cash  in  hand 


H45 


RELiTIO.S'S    or    LIBERIA    TO    THE    SOCIETY. 

Imtepenilence  Proposed. 

The  commillee  on  Ihe  relaiions  of  Liberia  lo  this 
society  reported  as  fidlovvs; 

Wliereas,  the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth  of  Li- 
beria have  moEt  respectfully  submitted  lo  Ihe  Colo- 
nization society  the  great  embarrassment  Ihey  cx- 
piriciice  from  the  alleged  want  of  sovereignly  and 
have  also  expressed  their  desire  to  enjoy  further 
privileges,  that  they  may  be  recognised  by  olher 
nations  as  possessing  llie  distinctive  qualities  apper 
laining  lo  sovereignly;  and  w'hereas,  il  is  believed 
that  Ihe  lime  has  arrived  when  llie  desire  of  said 
Liberians  can  be  granted  without  sacrificing  ihe  fa- 
cilities which  Ihe  Society  now  enjois  for  making 
Liberia  a  home  for  recaptured  Africans,  as  well  as 
free  people  of  color  from  the  United  Slates: 

Resolved,  Thai,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  Ihe  j  j^^j^ 
lime  has  arrived  when  it  is  expedient  for  the  people  jj4 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Liberia  to  take  into  their 
own  hands  the  whole  work  of  self-government,  in- 
cluding Ihe  management  of  all  their  foreign  relaiions, 
and  that  this  Sociely  should  cease  lo  exercise  any 
part  of  the  same. 

Reiotved,  That  we  recommend  lo  Ihem  so  to  amend 
their  consiituiion  as  is  necessary  for  Ihe  accomplish- 
ment of  this  object. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  Ihein  to  publish 
lo  the  world  a  declaration  of  their  true  character, 
as  a  sovereign  and  independent  stale. 

Resolved,  Thai  Ihe  govei  nor  of  Liberia  be  request- 
ed to  apfioiiit  a  coininissiotier  or  commissioners  to 
colder  and  make  definitive  arrangemenis  .villi  the 
execuiive  comnitlee  of  the  American  Colonization 
sociely,  with  reference  to  ihe  property  now  held  by 
the  sociely  in  Liberia,  and  also  with  reference  lo  the 
location  and  support  of  emigrants  and  recaptured 
Africans. 

Resolved,  That  the  sociely  stand  pledged  to  con- 
tinue their  sympathy  and  assistance  in  cairyi 


nt  obligations  of  the  year,  have  been  discharg- 
ed; and  there  remains  in  the  treasury  a  balance  of 
§11,159  43;  "to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  expedition 
to  sail  from  New  Orleans."  The  report  congratu- 
lates llie  friends  of  Ihe  society  on  ils  being  "out  of 
debt,"  and  upon  the"  great  increase  of  harnumy 
among  the  various  friends  of  ihe  enterprise,  iho 
firm  cslahlishincnt  of  its  policy  in   public  approba- 

I  li-Mi,  Ihe  increase  of  its  auxiliaries,  and  the  cliecring 
6,057  33  ;  prn'pects  of  future  usefulness. 

I       In  Illinois  a  slate  sociely  has  been  formed.    In  In- 

;  diana  the  existing  society  has  been  re  organized. — 
2,55fi  75  I  In  Ohio  nothing  of  moment  has  been  done.     In  Ken- 

I  lucky  a  new  interest  lias  been  awakened.  The 
4,523  48  Bgenl's  cash  receipts  have  been  nearly  §5,000;  5,000 
dollars  was  subscribed  for  the  purchase  of  territory; 
a  tract  of  land  in  Liberia  has  been  assigned  lo  emi- 
graiils  from  that  slate,  the  settlement  is  to  he  called 
Kentucky.  In  Tennessee  no  success.  In  Mississippi 
there  have  been  six  subscribers  to  the  §15,000  pur- 
chase money.  In  Louisiana  liulo  has  been  done;  so 
also  in  ihe  other  southern  states.  There  is  no  slate 
society  either  in  Alabama,  Georgia,  Norlh  or  South 
Carolina.  In  Virginia  litlle  ettbrl  has  been  made 
during  the  year.  .Maryland,  Vermont,  New  Jersey, 
Connecticut,  New  Hampshire,  Delaware,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  New  York,  have  continued  efficient  aid 
to  the  cause,  though  from  the  illness  of  the  stale  se- 
cretary, the  Rev.  Dr.  Carroll,  New  York  has  not 
done  all  Ihal  v.'as  anlicipaled.  Massachuselts  ban 
pioseculed  the  work  vigorously.  In  Maine  and  in 
Rhode  Island  there  aie  no  slate  societies. 


3,054  17 

166  14 

3,939  66 

11,159  43 

§56,453  60 


TRADE   AND  COMMERCE. 


V\'o!'L  f'/f Buenos  .lyres  washed,  at  Xew  York  during 
the  past  «eek  a:  lo  eie,  6  nios. 

The  export  of  ihis  ar'icle  from  Buenos  A)  res  for  the 
past  three  years  h.is  bf-en  fis  fidlo 


lbs 


England. 
3,-J-lii.300 
i.iOli.'JOU 
1,41b, 125 


I.MlilGRATIO.-*.        The     foll.iwi 


Frn„rr. 

2.331  ■22b 
2.016  >75 
3,9t)fi,t)2o 


V   Slalet. 

1U.S20M00 
S  531  691 
3,763,872 


nuiTihe 
.\.  Y., 
ingihc 


1,1    f.leliTii 


>ho    h, 


.1/071, 'A, 


k  during  ihc  ye:irR  18)3, 

number  bonded  and  con 

1813 

Bond    Com 

876      366 


i!  siaiement  eives  llie 
arrive  I  ai  die  p.irt  of 
1811,  and  1315,  show. 


February 

.March 

Aprd 

May 

June 

July 

Auiiust 

St  piember 

Ocioher 

Noveinhcr 

Ueceinbcr 

Toliil 


2a5 
396 
2  563 
6,863 
4  053 
7,y3l 
4.231 
4  93S 
3415 
9r.f> 
1.112 


22 
41 
IC4 
537 
655 
1.413 
574 
4.53 
606 
2il.a 
37G 


1844. 

Bun^.     O.m. 

263      3i'5 

1,183      129 

552      119 

2,093      171 

6  6  III      240 
13  024  l.-ilS 

7  8IJ7  1.070 
C,274  985 
7  IH2  1  134 
2 '.131      600 


1.176 


84 


,63S  .^,351 

KECiPIIU 

Bonded  in  the  year  1843, 
the   great  principles  upon  which  the   colony  was  es- ;  Commuied        "         " 
taalished,  and  has  been  so  much  extended  in  popula-  '  B.'iided  in  i!ie  year  1841, 
lion  and  territory.  Ci.iiiniuied         "  •'  . 

Resolved,  The  the  executive  committee  be  entrust-  I'ondtd  in  ilie  year  iS4S, 
ed  with  full  powers  lo  carry  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions into  eSecl  in  a  manner  satisfactory,  if  possible, 
lo  the  citizens  of  said  commonwealth,  and  as  best 
calculated  lo  preserve  harmonious  relaiions  between 
the  sociely  and  said  citizens. 

The    foregoing    preamble  and    resolutions   were 
adopted 


2  457      3y6 
52.790  7.048 


Conimuled 


1845. 
Bond  Com. 
1  (.96  284 
382  21 
1,748  lya 
3,928  153 
1(1.749  376 
14.5.50  1.778 
1I,S"2  1  082 
9.1181  1,196 
5,748  1  124 
5372  975 
3  5.57  362 
2,255      164 

71.068  7,724 

37,638 
.      5,351 

52,790 
.       7.018 

71,063 
.       7,722 


Ini 


Tolal, 
rease  in  1345  over  1S13 


1-<1,6I6 

35,800 
.    1S,9S1 
[N.  Y.  Tribune. 

Wabash  a.n'd  Ep.iecj.val. — The  business  of  the  \Va- 


The  Eeneral  report  of  the  board  of  directors  was  ;  hnsli  and  Erie  canal  for  ihe  last  year,  as  compared  with 
read  and  approved.  '  '*"•  has  been  ns  follows: 

The  report  refers  with  appropriate   feeling  lo  the 
dealh  during  the  past  year,  of  members  and   friends 


4,  has  I 

Cleared  on  llie  Wababli  and  Erie  canal,  al  Lafayette, 
la 


of  the  society,  amongst  whom  the  Rev.  William 
Hawley,  Samuel  Harrison  Smith,  hon.  John  Cotlon 
Smith,  and  hon.  Daniel  Waldo,  vice  presidents  of 
the  sociely,  the  latter  of  whom  was  one  of  the  sub- 
scribers id'  §1,000  each  for  the  purchase  of  territory, 
and  left  by  his  will  §10,000  lo  the  sociely;  Elizabeth 
Waldo,  the  sister  ol  the  abave,  who  was  also  a  sub- 
scriber of  §1,000  for  the  territory,  and  mide  the 
society  one  of  her  residuary  legatees,  from  which 
source  il  will  ultimately  receive  §12,(100,  and  Oliver 
Smith,  esq.  of  Halfield,  .Mass.  aiiulher  of  the  sub- 
scribers of  §1,000,  who  has  bequeathed  §10,000  lo  miercsi  on  ihe  public  works,  and  will  probably  b«  ap 
the  society.  p^.e  1  lo  ihai  vwrpofe 


1S14. 

1945. 

Tolls 

826,692 

46.280 

Flour 

bbis    10,422 

23.714 

Wheat 

bus    128,673 

422.098 

Corn 

78,594 

61.871 

Gals 

5,369 

21.110 

Rve 

703 

414 

^rcds 

3  6(3 

3.325 

Lard  and 

pork 

lbs  6,063,167 

3,423,912 

Hacon 

2.537,277 

601.431 

Nails  and 

iron 

251,777 

267,737 

he  tolls  on 

ibis  cana 

arc  very  interesting  at  Oiia  mo- 

eni,  inasmuch  ns  that  by  law  ihey  are  pledged 


I  ho 
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Anthracite  coai.  and  iron  trade  of  Pennsylvania. 
—The  Philadclphi.i  N-irlli  American  snys  thnt  the  cosi 
mined  in  ihat  stale,  dnrins  ihe  past  V'-ar,  was  worih,  at 
ride  water,  eioht  m.llions  nf  dollars  This  i,  a  larger  s,.m 
han  was  realized  lor  all  the  floor  e.xported  from  the 
whole  United  Stales  in  ihe  year  1845.  The  "'n?"';  "| 
,,i"  iron  made  in  the  ean.e  lenglh  of  time,  was  3l),i  ()00 
on=.  Ten  thousand  tons  of  wroo^-hi  iron  were  sent  to 
heciiy  of  New  Yorli.  Pennsylvania  already  V'oi^^f 
■  nVmueh  iron  as  the  kinsdom  ofFnne.-,  and, more  than 
the  Rn-bian  Empiff.  To  give  the  rr-ader,  m  a  small 
connn-  an  idea  of  this  impnriant  hoMiies.,  we  copy 
ir„r„  Hum's  MaoHzme  the  foUowms  fignres: 

m,o!e  nrodiic  of  ihe  United  Sl„tes  m  1345. 
540  hlasi  furnaces,  vieldiiis  4i6,IJiJ0  tons  pi- 
iron -average  of  90J  tons  lo  the   (urnace 
per  annum,       ,  ,     ,    ■ 

950  bloomcries,  forms,  rollins;  and  shtnns 
mills,  and  yielding.  Ions  of  bar,  hoops,  ike. 
Blooms,  tons,  , 

Castings,  machinery,  stove  plates,  &r    tons 
Which,  at  tlieir  prefent  marUet  value,   n 
wonid  stand  thus;  ,  „„,,„,,  o.T!  q.-js  rinn 

291  COO  tons  of  wrongnl  iron,  at  SSO  per  ton  S52.i,32->  WW 
121.500  ions  of  cas.inas,ai»7oper_ion,  H,^""^. 

30  000  ions  of  blooinery  iron,  at  i.iO  per  Ion,    l.oOO.O.lO 


led  in  that  neinhborhood  confirm  ourVurmises;  ih.  said  |      "There  is  yet  a    'lower    deep    pron.ond'    beneath 
b-iy  bf^ing  well  known  to  have  been  formerly  the  resort    even  Ibis  'berbonian  hoe'   of  parly    lailui^e  and  ois- 
"■  coinfilnre,  into  vvliirh  some  leadinc  ii'en  of  ilie  whiss 


of  persons  engaged  in  that  lawless  iraffic. 

The  same  pap'er.  in  speaking  of  the  wonl-growers  of 
thai  Colony,  says,  bv  ihe  ann.'xati.in  of  Natal,  whirdi 
pnfsesses  :ill  tlip  .-idvaoinL'es  of  a  tropicalclimare,  aiioth- 
er  branch  of  colonial  indnsiry  is  onen.'d  up.  proniisinL' 
lo  be  at  least  as  imporl.int  ns  that  of  which  we  have  been 
treating,  viz  coiton.  Ii  has  b^en  wiili  great  satislac'ion 
that  we  liave  occasionally  advened  to  the  spirited  exer- 
tions of  the  plamers;  with  a  veiw  to  apprne  ihem  h'>w 
greatly  this  ariicle  is  looking  op  in   the   English  mar- 

This  stale  of  thing"  in  Great  Rriiain  is  highly  salisfac- 

lorv.  and  we  trust  will  induce  oiii  planirrs  lo  bestir  them- 

■selves  in  the  cnliure  of  this  iiscfnl   plant;   for  ihey  may 

4S&000  '  d.p!;iid  "11  every  encouragement  bi-iiig  aivfn  lo  ihem  m 

lEighind.  in   proportion  as  free  Libor  in   Africa  is  ex- 

291, GOO    tended.  ,        , 

30  000  I      Gieai  as  the  siic-c-ssof  our  wool  growers  has  been. 

121. olio    and  bright  .is  their  prospects  siill  are.  we  still  hope  to -ee 

■-males  I  the  colici;  planter,  by  dim  of  ctmlinui'd  exerion  ano 

paironai>e,  ere  long  also  enjoving  equal   prosperity  from 

the  growth  of  this  article;  and  wo  do  not  see  whne  is 

the  impedimeni  thereto,  considciing  that  ilie  di  oiand  for 

holh  is  of  so  liigiily  prom    '  ■  -- 


.S33  940, iOO 
To  which  must  be  added  ilie  qoamily  imported  lor  the 

Salons  bar  iron,  rolle.    a,  SGO  per. 0 
17  500  tons  hamm^-red,  at  'rW  per  ion. 
16,060  Ions  pig  iron,  c  inverted  intocosiii 

at&75per  ton,  _ 

5  750  tons  scrap  iron,  al  M6  per  .on. 
4  167  tons  sheet,  boons,  ^c,  at  &I3U  (.cr 
o'.SOO  Ions  steel,  at  6335  per  Ion, 


CUIIMI'  111  C,    mil-     V*  II  ■'    II    .-MM  111.     n  ....  upt, '.     ■  ■■ -- 

(net  all.  to'  all)  hud  resolved  — perhaps  we  m>y  say 
have  resolved— that  Ihe  wliii;  parti  niii't  descend. — 
This  •lou-rr  deep'  is  that  scheme  already  doomed  to 
wide  and  lasiing  celehrily  under  the  name  of  the 
ARBITRATION  PLOT. 

"But  that  PLOT,  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are 
responsible  for  it.  was  nnthini;  more  or  less  than  a 
deliberate  and  systematic  effort  of  factious  opposi- 
tion at  home  rallyinu  in  secret  cnnclave  on  a  con- 
troversy between  cor  country  and  England,  lo  force 
an  administration  cliarged  with  onr  national  inte- 
rests anil  honor,  wilhniit  its  consent,  in  opposition 
lo  its  judgment,  and  in  transcendence  of  its  legiti- 
mate powers,  to  put  into  the  arbitrament  of  an  alien, 
if  not  estranged  power  and  policy,  the  mighty  ques- 
lion.'  &c. 

['•The  capital  lellcrs,  italics,  &c.  in  Ihc  above  are 
those  eoiploycd  ill  the  publication  in  the  Union.] 

"We  willingly  siibrv.it  to  and  will    abide  the  jndg- 

ent  of  all  candid  men,  of  whatever  party,  whether 


$2  760.000 
1,400,000 

1, 950,7  ,iO 

aoi.t.-jO 

540,110 
93  vO;  (1 


THE    INTELLIGENCER  AND  THE  "UNION' 

ON      ARBITRATION. 


Consumption,  .  ..41.io4GI0 

It  will  be  seen  ilnit  American  labor  now  produces, 
from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  abou  forty  mijionsol  d.d 
Lar?  worth  of  coal  and  iron  in  the  Lrmed  Slates  ever; 
year.  The  iron  hnsiness  alone  in  Peunvylvana.  give- 
fo-.d,  raiment,  shelter,  edoeaiion  and  happiness,  to  400. 
000  Imman  beings.  What  a  market  is  here  f .r  he 
wheat  corn,  pork,  beef,  buiinr,  and  al  oiher  edib  e-^, 
produced  by  the  Amcican  firmer?  Think  ui  ihe  wo,d 
•vhicb  thuiminensc  army  must  necp.sarily  were  out; 
the  number  of  spinners.  we,.y,-rs,  cotu-oresser.s,  iunnei-, 
Bhoe  makers,  hatters,  and  odter  inechamcs.  the  iJeopio 
employed  in  the  iron  and  coal  trade  o(  Pennsylvania  will 
keep  coosiaiuly  at  work. 

Who  can  truly  sav.  -I  am  no;  heneli  ted.  wpen  hu- 
man industry  literally  digs  forty  tour  millions  of  d.. liars 
out  of  the  earth?"  ■  ■■     ,   vr    .,        ■  j 

What  is  nioro  us.ful  in  civiized  hie  than  iron  and 
coal?  ,.  ,  ,1  , 

Suppose  we  add  the  mi' uaciure  of  ten  niillions  of 
dollars  worth  of  copper  lo  tiiai  of  iron  and- lead? 

The  Agricultural  interest  of  the  c  luntry   has   mor     -' 


stake  in  inainmining  ihe  pro'eelive  featm 


'I'lie  Washinston  "Union"  anri  "National  Intel- 
ligencer." A  record  of  the  times  would  scarcely 
be  ccnnplete  without  a  passing  notice  of  Ihe  intellec 
tual  combat  which  those  two  leadintc  journals  at  Ihe 
seal  of  government  are  carrying  on.  Blows  are  dealt 
daily,  and  ofkn  fall  heavily.  One  might  almost  as 
well  atleinpt  lo  wrile  out  an  intelligible  account  of  a 
melee  between  crowds  armed  with  shelalah  to  stl- 
lle  a  dispute,  as  lo  dcjcrihc  in  a  few  short  para- 
graphs such  a  battle.  To  give  a  gli  r.pse  howeverof 
Ihe  scene,  we  cxlraet  Ihe  following.  The  first,  is 
from  nn  article,  of  two  columns  and  a  half,  in  Ihe 
Union  of  Saturday— from  which  we  have  taken 
only  so  much,  a,s  is' his  reference  to  ibe  eJilonat  of 
the  Intelligencer.  The  second  is  the  reply  of  the 
Inlelligencer  lo  that  portion  of  said  article. 
From  Ihe  Union  of  Ihe  28,'/i  K4,,  1846. 

After  taking  breath  for  len  days,  the  National  In- 
telligencer has  at  last  found  a  w'ord — a  very  exlra- 
ordiiiary  word — to  sny  in  favor  of  ariiitration.  Ar 
gumenl  No.  1  by  the  Inlelligencer  in  favor  of  that 
mode  of  scltliiig  Ihe  Oregon  question  has  really 
made  its  appearance,  not  much  more  than  three 
weeks  after  the  appearance  of  the  offii  iai  correspon- 
dence on  the  subject.  This  argument,  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  llial  it  is  brought  forth  solitary  and  alone 


than  anv  oilier  whatever.     I  ley  have  the  p  nv . 

own  hands.  A  whig  congiess  his  given  them  a  htw 
widch  is  operating  most  auspiciously  in  buildtug  up  a 
reliable  home  market  for  every  lliiug  winch  i-nral  labor 
calls  into  existence?  [Uichiell  s  Rep. 

.liimaica  A'eics  stales 


rns   more   :ii(.>..»-" » -- — =.  -  -  -  ^  ■ 

of  the   TaiilT  j  after  such  prolracted  gestation— (uiuirti  seii  konem.'J 


ScGAr.  cr.or  OF  JAMAICA— '1 
with  F.anc  satisfacdon  that  me  .sugar  crop  w_ill  amouni  lo 
50,000  hhds.  Previous  lo  ihe  abolition  of  sjayn-y  lie 
crop  of  8U"ar  on  that  island  was  as  large  as  13i.2l  6  hhds, 
annually.  In  15-21  it  was  UI  ..12  lihds;  in  l.«2.  8-i5fil; 
in  1825  it  was  74,»13.  In  1«36  the  third  year  of  the  up- 
prentice  system,  it  was  til,644.  It  lell  "fl  immedi.relv 
after  the  abolition  of  appp  nticeshp.  1  he  renewal  ol 
the  system  is  restoring  the  produciivcness  ol  the  island 
It  should  be  added  llial  ihe  hhds.  at  present  are  a  quar- 
ler  larger  ihan  thev  were  formerly,  but  there  is  evidently 
a  great  falling  of  Irom  former  crops. 


msr  anything  could  be  much  more  disgraceful  lo  any 
I  executive  administration  than  the  inditing  or  cnon- 
lenaucing  an  assault  so  reckless  as  this  upon  co-or- 
dinate branches  of  the  government,  afTroniing  as  it 
does  the  dignity  and  indepcrdence  of  both  branches 
of  congress  and  lending  lo  the  utter  subversion  of 
Ihe  relations  which  ought  lo  exist  between  tlie  ex- 
ecutive and  legislative  branches  of  Ihe  government. 
Gross  and  unjustifiable  as  ibis  assault  was  upon 
those  members  of  congress  who  had  publicly  indi- 
cated a  disposition  lo  favor  the  measure  of  arbilra- 
lion,  (liel'ore  it  was  kiionn  lo  h:!Ve  been  eillu-r  re- 
jected or  offered,)  we  do  tot  know  that  we  should 
have  been  provoked  lo  language  so  i-trong  concern- 
ing it,  had  It  net  consiiiuied  the  climax  of  a  series 
of  encroachments  by  this  government  press,  upon 
the  indepetideiice  of  members  of  congiess,  « bom 
it  has  sysicmaiically  exalted  and  disparaged  in  pro- 
portion to  their  degree  of  serMlity  to  the  executive 
mandates.  An  it  ffuence  is  thus  scnght  to  be  exer- 
cised over  congress,  which,  if  a  majMrily  of  the  two 
houses  be  supple  enough  to  bend  to  il,  will  strip  Ifiem 
of  llicir  coiislilulional  character  of  legislators  lor  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare,  and  degrade 
them  to  mere  registers  of  edicts  issued  from  the  pre- 
sidential palace." 

Here  are  three  dislincl  chmgea  against  us,  given  at 
length,  with  all  the  proof  of  them  that  the  "Inlelli- 
gencer" feels  called  upon  by  ils  own  self-respect  to 
submit. 

1.  It  is  alleged  that  we  labored  in  "vilification  of 
the  treaty  of  Washington, "  of  its  negnlialor,  and  of 
the  "senators  by  whose  votes  it  uas  raiihcd." 

.^nsu-cr.  We  have  objictions  to  some  of  Ihc  sli- 
iie  Ireaiy  of  Wasliingl'Ui,  and  to  the 
vvliich    thev  sprun.;;;  and    irc  suiti 


.hall  surely  be  atlended  lo. 

But  first,  one  word  about  preliminaries.     We  con- 
gralulalelhe  Intelligencer  upon  having  got  back  into        .,^„^„,.,,      . 
a  very  tolerable  courtesy   of  tone.     Certainly  it  has  I  puiaijoi.s  of  ti 
nol  ill  ils  article  of  yesterday   marched  up   honestly  ,  policy  out  of  vvliich   Ibey  sprun 
and  boldly,  and  in  a  true  manly  spirit,  lo  the  "nrnfiiifc  I  y^^y  icon  erate   and    measured    l.oi.iuagi — I 
/loiioratle"  in  litis  respect   as,  for  Us   oivn  credit,  we  !  f^^  ^^^^  si'rong  than 
i.^a  l-,,.n(.,l  11   ,\yr,iil,l        Still  it     has  done  somethiot!' — I  c™j      i ,.,..,-0   c,. 


had  hoped  it  would.  '  Still  it  has  done  sonielliing— 
peihaps,  unil.nr  circumstances,  its  best.  It  has  at 
least  hobbled  back  into  some  sort  of  civility — halt 
iiig  and  limping  on  the  way.  But  no  matter,  «e 
pal-don  something  lo  the  nalu'ral  pelulenre  of  a  vain 
struggle,  and  the  consciousness  of  a  bail  cause, — 
And  so,  we  saj  nothing  more  on  the  question  of  g:ood 
manners. 

But  we  sincerely  regret  that  we  must  now  accuse 
the  Inlelligencer  (f  very  fiigrant  misrepresent.iHon  as 
lo  the  course  of  this  jounial.  We  regret  this  not 
the  less,  because  that  inisrepresenlation  is  so  very 
plain  and  palpable  as  to  be  entirely  haimless.  il  is 
nol,  on  that  accounl,  llie  less  discrcdilahle  lo  the 
/uinifss  of  that  journal,  while  it  becomes  far  more 
discreditable  lo  its  tact  and  skill.  We  suggest  lo 
the  Intelligencer  hereafter,  that  il  be  warncii  by  the 
esson  we  imw  procied  lo  give  il,  and  make  no  more 

jics  against  the  "Union"  vvhich  lute  in  them  no 

color  1/  j//aiisilii/i/i/.  Il  was  once  said  of  a  statesman, 
ihat    Ins    '■jioiuy   consisted    of  a    succession  uf  false 

.,  ,        ,  j  oa(/is."     The  Intelligencer  will    agree    with    us  thai 

LW5  OF  THE  Steami-U  I  AITN  --^<■"■'l    h''"  l"'cn  re    ^^  ^^.^^  ^  |j,j^|  ^,„,  ^  ^^,^,^|,      ,|icy.     A  system  of  easily 

ceived  inl'^"'''^  ^VV  -uirirVli^Sem.;'/^^^^  minvn«.o.i„(i«,i»,  is   no   wiser   policy   for  a 

stoamer  Papin.    bbe  leli 's^adiz  Dec.  .>,  lor  beiieg.il,  ami  |  t 


^FOREISN  TROVisio.Sf .— 1  he  various  steam  vessels  Ir.ad- 
in"  with  Loudon  from  Holland,  Belgium,  I'raine  &.i- , 
hove  brought  a  large  quand'y  "f  provi.sions.  mclumng 
cattle,  butler,  cheese,  ;uid  cspeeuilly  poidiry.  ehiellv  tur- 
keys  the  wlinle  heinu  of  n  3U|ierior  quality  A  large 
nu'tnbcr  of  vi  ssels  have  iil-o  arrivcil  within  these  few  days 
Willi  gridn  and  flour,  bull,  whea'en  and  potatoes,  iiiul 
some  with  cargoes  cousisimg  eninely  nf  puiaines,  to  the  ,, 
smount  of  several  tons,  which,  p^iriHnlarly  nl  this  sea-  ! ,. 
«on  of  alleged  scarcity  of  ilio.se  arliclts.  assnini  a  de 
(  f  more  ihnn  usual  importance.  [Lomlonpaiu 


a  siorni  coming  on,  she  grouuued  "n  n  sand  bank, 
miles  north  of  .Mogadore,  111  ar  the  niiiui  land.  It  po 
knpoBBible  to  gel  her  off.  Eor  ifiieo  hours  she  rest 
the  ailuck  of  the  waves,  bui  she  at  Icnitih  went^  di 
and  of  151  peisous  who  were  011  bjurd,  only  76  1 
tavcd. 


journal. 

The  charge  xeiihoiit  rr.hr  if  pUiuMiUl<j.  wlii'  h  the 
llilelligcncer  has  broughl  agamst  us,  i-  contained  in 
Iho  following  passage  of  ils  article  of  ytslerday. — 
In  reference  lo  our  article  of  Friday  Ihe  IS.h  ■" 
slant,  headed  the  "uitilriiliuii  sdum 


„ - --     -        lie  Ci.|».  Town 

of  G'Od  Hope,)  Guieite  ol  ilie  24iii  Oci.>bcr  says: 

In  the  Guztite  of  ihc  4ili  July  liisi,  we  ijave  puniculare 
of  a  whole  irihe  (men,  women  and  childiviO  l.eiug  Ual- 
Iinppcd,  and  having  fnllcn  luio  ll.c  luimls  of  slave  dea- 
lers in  a  boy  conliguous  lo  the  Aatal  leiriiory;  and 
v.hich,  from  ilie  d.jBcri|iiion  given,  wu  conceived  mi;.bi 
have  been  lb.ii  kn-wn  bv  the  name  ol  .'51.  Lucni.^  tioui 
iiiformution  since  icceivtd.  w^  hu.l  tl.a;  die  chu.;  .  c.i 


says 


the  Inlelligcn- 

'What  was  the  character  of  that  article?  The 
essence  of  it  is  contained  in  the  following  brief  ex- 
liacts  from  a  full  column  of  siinilur  mailer,  (the 
I  exlrjcls  being  preceded  by  a  labored   vilification 


the  occashm  wo'.ld  have  jusli- 
fied— language  far  less  strong  ihaii  thai  usi  d  011  Iha 
subicct  upotr  the  floor  ol  ibe  senate  by  the  ablest 
statesmen  of  the  countrv — language  as  far  as  pos- 
sible removed  from  "vili'fi.  atioii."  Indeed  we  i;ike 
no  pleasure  in  referring  lo  the  treaty  of  Washington. 
When  il  is  nol  in  our  way,  we  choose  to  avoid  11.  Il 
is  at  present  a  "fixed  lad"  in  our  history.  In  our 
opinion  il  does  us,  as  a  whole  no  credit;  and,  in  our 
view,  the  lo.-s  said  of  it  the  better,  save  uhenilis 
referred  to  as  a  warning. 

2d.  The  "Intelligencer"  alleges  that  the  above 
extract  from  our  article  i-  "disgracelul  lo  the  exe- 
cutive adminislraliou"  as  a  "reckless  ass.iull  op  m 
CO  ordinate  branches  of  the  givcrniiient,  ,illroiitiiig_ 
the  dignity  and  independence  of  both  branches  of 
congress,''  kc. 

.'Jiisiofr  This  is  intensely  ludicrous  Theexlracl" 
quoted  from  our  article  dots  not  say  oiif  ti.'"i d.  either 
expressly  or  impliedly,  0/ coiigiws;  of  eitlur  h:Hisc  of 
congress,  of  the  mnjoriltj  in  either  house  of  congu-ss; 
of  the  iiiiiiDri^y  111  cither  house  of  congress,  nor  of 
any  acliun  uhaUver  in  either  house  cf  congress.  'I'lus 
is  surely  enough;  bill  this  is  by  no  iiKansall.  Oi 
the  contrary  the  arlicle  Irom  >v  hicli  liiis  [lassage  is 
quoted  staled  expressly  and  repcale.lly  inai  neither 
the  whole  whig  party,  nor  Ml  the  prominent  men  ot 
the  »hig  parly,  nor  all  the  promineol  journals  of  Iho 
whig  pally,  weie  included  in  our  ceiisorc — Ihat  Ihe 
muss  ('/  ichigs  uniled  with  the  niajoiity  of  the  house 
in  rebuking  signally  the  iiidid.idim  jiiei,  as  matured 
in  secrel  conclave,  under  Ihe  auspices  of  James 
Watson  Webb,  according  lo  his  o>vn  boastlul  show- 
ing in  Ihe  "Curicr  and  Enquirer"  of  the  'itfih  Janil- 

ry and,  to  crown  Ihe  whole,  this    very    i  xcepliim 


■acts  being  preceded  by  a  labored  vilification  ol  ary— anil,  to  crown  me  wiioie,  u  is  ve.j  w.v.^cve 
treaty  of 'Washington,  of  the  American  stales-  was  made  in  the  extrael  which  Ibc  "Intelligence 
man  by  whom  it  was  negotiated,  and.  of  course,  im-  has  quoted  as  a  proof  that  we  reeUlessly  assailed 
nlirdlv  of  the  senators  also  by  w  hose  voles  it  was  1  du/Zi /ioiism  e/ coiigrrsj.'  In  one  word,  we  eontinea 
fj,i;iiJj.)  j  our  whole   cciisuio   to   the  course  of  action  which 
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was  revealed  in  the  "Cjnrier"  of  Ihe  23tli  January, 
and  h.is  not  been  contr.idicted — wliich  course  of  ac- 
tion ni>  more  reiiresenls  the  aution,  the  sentiment,  or 
the  dij;i:ily  of  coir;ro9'!,  or  of  either  party  in  con- 
prt-?'=,  than  the  •■Onirier  ami  linqiiirier"  of  tlie  23th 
of  Jan'iary  r.'presi'tiis  the  painotmTi,  the  pu'-ity,  and 
Ihe  national  honor  of  the  UnileJ  Slates  of  Ameri- 
ca! So  riiiich  for  the  charge  that  our  article  was  a 
rerklesa  assault  on  both  hou-es  of  congress!  We 
a-'k  in  all  seriousiie*'*.  will  that  char:;c  ever  vrtihire 
to  raise  il9  head  a^airi?  On  the  contrary,  if  trie  In- 
tiliisi'iicer  means  to  say,  or  insinuate,  or  in  any 
WHY  hint  that  eonzress  had  amjthin^  to  do  xoilli  the 
rf.  iiiq-s  brovsht  lo  ligltt  in  Ike  Courier's  article,  Ihen  we 
shall  liave  sonielluui;,  and  sumeihing  coi;ent,  too,  to 
say  ai;ainst  the  lnlelli;;enrer,  and  in  indii;iiant  cen- 
sure of  a  gro»s  ualumny,  heaped  on  Ihe  "di!;niiy"aiiil 
patrioiisin  of  a  "co-ordin  ile  branch  of  the  i^overn- 
ment."  But  lh«  lnlellii;encer,  lhoui;h  not  over  pru- 
dent, as  we  arc  shoivinj;,  lias  loo  much  caution  to 
raake  anv  such  insinuation. 

3d  Hut  Ihe  Inteliigencer  goes  on  lo  say,  that  the 
exuaels  it  (]uolcs  from  our  article  "conslitutes  the 
cliina:^  of  a  series  of  encroachments  by  this  govern- 
ment press  upon  I'lc  independence  of  memhers  of 
con»ress." 

.Imtcsr.  Proilucc  your  proofs  from  our  columns. 
You  have  not  yet  i;ivrn  one  ivoid  of  such  proof  — 
Produce  <jo»r  prunfi;  and,  till  yon  do  so,  stand  con- 
victed before  Ihe  country  of  having  made  a  charge, 
in  siipporX  of  nhieh  no  fact  nor  ars;umeni,  nor  any 
phrase  purporliii^  to  contain  a  fact  or  an  argument 
can  be  alleged. 

.^nd  no.v,  liavinj;  seltled    the  charge  made  by  the 


Inlellu-ncer 


ve   have  a  charge   to    make 


J;ain^t  the  liilellisciicer,  ivhioh  we  consirler  a  se 
rioiis  charge  against  any  journal  claiming  issjieclor 
consideraliun  in  this  country.  We  sliall  make  this 
charge  now  and  sub  nil  the  proofs  ot  it,  though  we 
may  ihereby  crowd  out  of  our  columns  till  iMoudaj 
next,  what  we  liave  I'laTiuincd  lo  say  on  the  Inl'l- 
Jitiencer's  one  vtry  txtraordinttry  ari^ninent  in  lavor  of 
aibilralion. 


THE    GOVERNMENT    PRESS. 

Prom  i/ie  Milional  Inklligencer  .Mnrcli  3d,  IS4(). 

The  ••Union"  of  Saturday  iiiglu  last  coniaiiis  an 
article  of  a  column  or  two  in  lenglli,  in  reply  to  oui'» 
of  t'nday,  parls  of  winch  are  in  a  tone  as  high  and 
fierce  as  though  the  administration  and  i'.s  organ, 
iiisieaU  ol  tiaving  placed  the  country  in  a  position 
of  imminent  danger  by  liie  final  rejeclion  ot  the 
prolferred  refereuee  to  arbitration  ot  our  diti'eiences 
wuh  Great  Britain,  without  pieaenling  any  substi- 
tute for  it,  had  accomplished  some  desirable  and 
laudable  object.  'I'o  Ihe  remoiiitrance  against  this 
course  on  Ibeir  part  they  disdain  to  answer  us  their 
fellow  cilizens  in  any  other  language  tlian  that  of 
defiance  and  insult. 

With  ptisuiis  thus  infalualcd  it  is  useless  to  at- 
tempt lurther  aiguuienl.  We  leave  them,  there- 
fore, I  .  regard  lo  tins  mailer,  lo  Iheir  responsi- 
bility, lo  Incir  consciL^nce,  llieir  counlrv,  and  liieir 
God. 

We  cannot,  however,  let  Ihe  article  in  the  govern- 
ment p,.pfr  pass  without  a  brief  notice  of  the  points 
whn  h  It  iinderlakcs  lo  make  wilh  the  National  lii- 
telllgeiner. 

I.  Tiie  '•Union''  denies  having  "vilified"  Ihe  trea- 
ty of  Wushinglun,  and  lis  negotiator.  Let  us  ti  rn 
back  lo  the  leriiis  employed  by  that  paper  in  speak- 
ing of  Oiitli,  and,  as  we  said  betore,  iiiijiliedly  of 
lliose  senators  who  voIcU  lur  il.  Wliat  is  Uie  mean- 
ing, for  example,  of  such  language  as  the  following, 
lakcu  Iroui  tiie  article  headed  ■■ihe  Arbitration 
Scheme,"  in  ihe  -Union"  of  the  13th  of  last  moiiih.' 
'■It  IS  nut  enough  Ihat  sojiie  men  of  llic  wing  paily, 
aireudy  st.iggeki.sg  u.'Joer  the  ouicm  nf  Ilie  odious 
P'jriiuiis  II/'  Ihe  n  usinngluii  Irenly.  have  yet  been  fool- 
hardy eiiuugn  lo  stand  up  on  Ine  lioor  of  congreis, 
and  else.-,  here,  and  heap  di-hor,or  on  Ihe  lille  ol 
AuieriL^a  [10  Oregon]  and  proclaim  Ihe  force  of  the 
liileol  Great  iji  nam,"  &c. 

U  lioiii  the  •■Union"  meant  by  "some  men"  in  this 
case  no  one  can  liiislaUe;  for,  except  the  distinguijh- 
ed  negiuialorol  thai  Ircaly,  Iliere  were  no  iiicn  of 
the  w  nig  party  nine  re-punsibie  for  il — or  as  irc 
should  say,  mure  enlitlou  lo  me  honor  of  it — Ulan 
those  ol  me  deinocralic  parly  then  in  the  senate 
wiio  -advised  and  consented"  lo  Us  ralilicalion.  Ol 
liiat  p.jrly  len  deinocralic  .senators  voted  for  that 
".reaty,  and  we  give  their  names,  Ihal  it  may  be 
Itiiown  who  they  are  who  share  with  the  whig-men" 
the  denuiniiaiiona  of  the  government  jia^ier:  they 
were  Mr.  Calboun,  Mr.  Uullibert,  Air.  t'ullon,  .Mr. 
King,  Mr-  Sevier,  Mr.  Tappan,  .^Ir.  Waiker,  Mr. 
Woodbury,  iVJr.  Wrigiil,  and  Mr.  Vouog. 

2  iiulUie  "Union"  Intended  no  assault  upon  the 
independence  and  liignuy  ol  eongresi  when  it  broach- 
ed this  idea  of  an  "arbilralion  plol." 


"The  exlracl  quoted  from  our  article,"  says  the  |  .Mork  or  it.  'Once  for  all,  we  tell  the  in/ercs(fil 
Union,  "does  not  say  one  xoord,  either  expressly  or  j  opponents  of  Ihe  administration — llio  few  selfish  jour- 
impliedly,  of  congress;  of  eillter  house  of  congress;  of  nalisis  who  yelp  out  their  denunciations  of  Ihe  ex- 
ilic majorify  in  either  house  of  congress;  of  the  inimi- I  ecnlive — Ihal  all  their  clibrls  lo  stem  the  swelling 
rily  in  either  house  of  coiigri:5s;  nor  of  any  action  ■  tide  of  popular  enlhusia'sm  in  favor  of  the  Oregon 
u'/(iiffrcr  ill  eilker  ttouse  of  coui^ress  ""  \  policy  of  Ihe  government  will  be  iillerly  in  vain."- — 

What,  then,  was  the  meaiimg  of  Ihe  following  fur-  •  »  ''And  on  all  hands  it  is  manilest'lhal  the  pa- 
ther  reference  to  Ihe  riiliculous  story  of  a  plot  in  Ihe  :  triolism  ot  the  rountry  has  reposed  its  trust  in  the 
"Union"  of  Ihe  13ih  Tebruary,  in  the  very  article  I  firmness  and  prudence  of  the  adniiniilrolion.  We 
announcing  the  pnlended  pf  t.'  !  have  no  fear  [have  wi-]  ihtit  comgress  tciti  not  do  its 

"Uiil  that  I'LO  r,  in  ihe  hands  of  those  who  ore  1  duty.  There  will  be  no  flinching  [will  there']  from 
responsible  for  it,  was  nothing  more  nor  less  Ihanjonr  present  bold  and  dignified  mtitude." — L'nion, 
a  diliberute  and  systcnxilic    effort  of  factious  oppo^iiiun  '  Januurn  1  ■ 

athome,nillying  im  secret  concl.we  on  a  eontro- ]  Frownixr  dowm  orrosirioN'.  "7Vifn  [whenever 
ver,y  between  our  country  and  Kiigland,  to  force  an  ;  g,  „„„.,  il  pleases  llie  admirislralion  lo  assume  it- 
administralion  ch.ug.'d  wilh  our  national  mleresls  self  lo  he  in  Ihe  right  in  a  foreign  conlroversvl  has 
and  honor,  without  Us  consent,  in  opposilnui  to  its  a,.|sen  Ihe  very  criMn  in  our  affairs,  in  view  of  which 
judgment,  and  in  Iranscendcnee  of  its  legitimate  ,)„,  federal  conslilulion  makes  us  one.  The  .^/nfr..- 
powers,  to  put  into  the  arbitrameni  of  an  aln-u.  il  ,  ,„„„_  „„  j,,.,,^  „„  ,„„.,j^_  „„.  p„iiov,  which  Ihcn  lifts 
not  estranged  power  and  policy,  the  miglily  and  vital  -  q  (ipp.,.,.  ,„  „„„,,,,  „,.  embarrass  in  the  hast  en  nrfnitiiis- 


question  whether  the  I'aeilie  slope   of  iVorth    Am 
Ilea  shall  hunceforlli    belong,  under  God,  lo  .\mcri 
cansl" 

ir/iu  were   lo  rally  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the  1  \„  omosiiir,/i  I 
administration    to   an   arbitration,  unless  those  who  ]  j^^  t,,;,,,.^;,.^,,^.^ 
have  a  right  lo  control    the  action  o(  that  adminis- 
tration in  mailers  that  concern  "llic  national  interests 
and    hoiioi.'"'     Who  but  members  of  congress?     Tlie 
"Union,"   ilself,  indeed,  in   its   own  columns  of  Ihe 
same  date,  avows  that  il  was  its  intention  lo  embrace 
ni'jnibers  of  congress  in  this  accusation  of  being  con- 
cerned ill  a  plol.     Referring  lo  the  editor  of  a  i\ew  )  ;{.iow  i[  will  continu. 
York  pai'sr,  (the Courier  anu  Enciuiicr,)  the  "Union"  j  irie-pvcd  pursuits  of  I 
says  Ihal  he  showed  "the  aclprs  lu.'io  icere  to  6riii^  if  in- 
to both  houses  if  congress;"  and  adds  the  follow  ing  re- 
mark: "Il  is  not  very  surprising,  tlierefore,  that  the 
Iwo  iiwuers  cf  Ihe  inbitration  resolutions  in  both  kmscs 
of  congress  should  have  taken  some  otienee  at  ttie  re- 
cenl   correspondence,   mid   denounced   Ihe  rejection 
of  the  propositeni  submitied  l.y  Mr.  Fakenham." 

How   can   il  be  pretended,  after  this,  that  Ihe  at 


tiation  seeking  lo  he  true  lo  ils  Iriist,  as  the  constim- 

tional  gnarilian  and  di  fender  of  the  rights  and  honor 

f  the  country,  assumes  a  FEAurtu.  REsfONsiBiLii  v. 

n  surli  a  case  no   rational  pretext 

Union,. fan.  5. 

Deliberation   denoi-nced.      "Let   no   democrat 

shelter   his   inactivity    unw    behind   the  Telamonian 

shield    of  Jackson.     Jack-on's   poliry  was  suited   lo 

Ihc  demands  of  Jackson's  day." — L'ntoii,  Jan.l. 

Intimidation   of   kuiends.     "'Ihe   (irfmiiiisfniiion, 
limiting    itsell   as    il    has  hitherto   done,  and  as    we 
>,  to  the  steadfa-l  and  sin- 
leresls  of  the  whole  co:.ii- 
try  during  Ihe  leiin    of  ils  existence,  ij   i/es/iiird  (we 
iHinibly  hope,  we  firmly  believe)  to  triumph  at  om^e 
and   alike  over   Ihc  acruiiunious    hostilities  of  ene- 
mies, miJ  the  fidterins;  hesilulion    of  friends,   if  llii.re 
be   any    cliques  or    cnhuts  and    persoiinl    comkinolions 
either  lo  crip|de  or  lo  cramp    il.     We  predict,  with 
I  and  undouhling  confidence,  II. at  such  cliques 


,  -  I  combinations,  if  any  should  iinforlunalely  here 
tempt  to  fix  a  stigma  on  those  who  lavored  arbitra-  „^,„.  happen  lo  arise  from  any  cause  whalsoever, 
lion  was  no.  an  assault  on  the  dignity  and  mdepeii-  |  „,ji^  jooN  be  arrested,  while  ihe  administration 
dence  ol  congress.'  OLiviou,ly  il  wa- aimed  at  mem-  j  ,|,a||  |,o|,i  victoriously  on  m  its  proper  career  of 
bers  of  congress,  and,  il  at  any  bony  else,  only  lur  i  f,r,„  modcralion  and  patriotic  wisdom." 
the  purpose  ol  more  highly  coloring  Ihe  imputation  |  [Union  Jun  2G. 

upon  the  representatives  ol'  the  stales  and  the  people  I      i-. 


II  the  iw 

3.  The  "Union"  furllierdefies  us  loprodiice  proofs 
from  lis  own  columns  of  any  encroachment  by  the 
government  press  upon  the  independence  of  niember.- 
of  congress.  These  encroachments  have  consisted 
ill  the  denuucialion  of  actions  or  0[Miiions  adverse  to 
those  of  llio  executive  generally,  and  esp-cially  of 
the  course  ol  those  who  are  indisposed  to  plunge 
the  nation  into  war  for  "ihe  whole  ot  Oregon"  after 
the  executive  itself  has  proposed  lo  relinquish  the 
claim  to  a  large  part  ol  il;  and,  geiieraiiy,  in  present- 
ing the  exccuiive,  or  ihe  adnunistratioii,  as  the  agent 
for  the  conduct  of  foreign  allairs,  whose  lead  it  is  the 
business,  if  nut  Ihe  duly  ol  congress  to  follow,  in- 
stead of  allowing  meinbcrs  lo  judge,  as  is  their  un- 
doubted right,  111  all  such  matters,  lor  Ihem-elves  — 
It  15  not  easy  to  (Move  a  general  complexion  or  char- 
acter by  particular  ciieumalances  or  nicidents;  bui, 
to  comply,  in  part,  at  leasi,  with  the  request  of  the 
editor  ot  the  '•Union"  lo  produce  proofs,  we  submil 
the  lollo.-,  ing  extracts  Iroin  such  iiumliers  of  the 
••Union"  33  we  have  been  able  at  so  short  a  notice  lu 
consult,  to  each  of  which  we  jirefix  a  caption,  in- 
dicating what  we  understand  to  be  ils  scope  and 
bearing: 

Denonciations  of  independent  senators.  "Ac  | 
cording  to  our  observation  for  many  years  past,  some 
one  or  innre  of  the  sovereign  states  of  the  American 
Union  have  from  lime  lo  tune,  through  their  senators 
III  congress  been  grossly  rnisrcpresenled  upon  im- 
portant occasions;  misrepresented  Dy  ojenl.s  accredit- 
ed to  the  national  legislature,  and  bound  by  the  na 
lure  of  the  service  in  which  they  are  engaged,  and 
by  the  spirit  of  our  constitution,  to  see  that  Ihe  will 
ol  the  coiiffidieni  body,  and  not  their  oxen  will,  if  it 
be  in  conliict,  shall  be  expressed  in  Ihe  councils  ol 
the  country. 

"We  think  it  not  altogether  improbable  that  this 
sort  of  representative  treachery  w  ill  be  repealed  in  some 
quarter  during  Iho  pendency  of  the  present  'long 
session.'  This  v.ill  be  the  case,  no  doubt,  T/o^i7iioii.i 
ascribed  lo  certai.'!  senators  arc  really  entertained, 
and  sliall  be  adhered  lo.^^ — Ciiioii,  D:  ceoiltcr  W3. 

Hectoring  Congress.  "iNo  public  .man  here 
has  Ihe  limcrily,  if  ho  has  the  disposiiioii,  to  stem  the 


It  has  become  a  subject  of  sincere  re- 
gret that  wilh  so  heavy  a  majoriiy  of  the  friends  of 
the  a'imi^iistration  ii.  both  hniiscs  of  congiess,  some 
prompt  and  eflicient  measures  have  not  already  been 
lakeii  lo  carry  out  the  recommendation  of  the  mes- 
sage wilh  respect  lo  the  notice,  against  which  so 
small  a  comparulive  portion  of  Ihe  democratic  party  lias 
taken  ground.  We  cannot  help  considering  il  as 
most  unfurlunale,  in  view  of  ihe  general  harmony 
which  prevails  in  our  ranks  out  of  the  doors  ol  con- 
gress, that  in  a  hmly  which  is  supposed  to  reflect  so 
strongly  the  will  of  the  people,  so  mani/ inenihei  s 
should  feel  ihemselves  compelled,  by  Ihe  force  of 
their  o^.vn  impressions,  to  Aesi/afc  upon  Ibe  qneslion." 
t  n  -4  -'I'liere  are  other  tights  in  winch  the 
position  of  the  party  presen's  itsell,  which  we  shall 
notice  on  anotlnr  occasion."  »  •  »  "ii.il 
we  must  wail  icil/i  some  jinfience,  and  think  icith  some 
toltraliiin.tuo,  until  events  Ihemselves  shall  remove 
all  doubts  ABOt;T  the  positio.n  of  hen,  and  the  pros- 
peel  before  us.  We  conclude,  as  we  cotnmenited, 
rthh  the  cxpnssion  of  Ihe  expectation  that  the  Ore- 
gon debate  may  now  be  terminaled  in  a  very  lew 
days;  and  Ihal  with  its  termination  every  appearance 
of  discord  in  our  ranks  may  vanish." 

[Union,  F,b.  3. 

UltilCULlNC;    THE     FRIENDS     OF     PEACE.        '-liut     WO 

have,  WO  d)  believe,  treated  lliis  anti-ivar  outcry 
with  greater  deference  and  ceremony  ihan  it  merits. 
We  rc'^ard  it  as  altogether  unsupported  by  facts.  In 
one  respect,  however,  Ihe  outcry  is  a  favorable  siun 
of  the  times.  U  alfords  conclusive  evidence  o/ //le 
firmness  and  patriotic  impulses  of  the  administration. — 
If  the  .slightest  lendeiicy  to  shrink  Irom  Ihe  main- 
tenance of  Ihe  national  right  and  national  honor  had 
been  manifested — if  any  syrapt.im  of  timidity  had 
oceii  exhibilL-d,  ■.vliat  a  swelling  lide  of  indigiialiori 
vi'ould  have  cast  up  against  il  Ihe  charge  of  pusil- 
laniniity  and  cowardly  desertion  of  our  rights!  Let 
the  opposition,  then,  scream  as  loudly  as  they  may, 
"war"— ••war" — "war."  'i  tliaiik  thee,  Jew,  Jor 
leaching  me  that  word.'  " — .fan.  lU. 

Insulting  whigs   particularly   and  generally. 
"Some   of  our   statcsnieii   are   talking  very    loudly 
about  .■\inoricaii   honor."     Well,  and  who  are  they, 
■   Ihal  are  guilty   of  this  crying  offei 


lorrenl  of  iuuignaiion   vvhicli   would  pour  upo 

who  would  think  of  turning  his  back  upon  his  conn-  Mr.  Wi'uster's  scasibililies  parlicurarly  aroused  bv 
try,  if  a  war  were  waged  agaiiisl  Great  Hriiain  lor  that  llieme?  With  an  exceplion  or  two,  (the  more 
the  whole  of  Oregon.  |  conspicuous   from  being  almost  alone,)  what  wiiio 

"We  see  already,  in  this  very  debate  in  the  senate  j  has  had  the  generous  ardor  lo  tall:  ns  he  should,  wilh- 
of  the  United  States,  the  good  eliecls  of  that  nation- j  out  reserve,    without    qualificalioo,   and    without 
al  rebuke  visited  upon  such  as  played  the  lagi^ard  or  |  dread,  about  'Jlmerican  honor?"  " — Dec.  26. 
the  traitor  duiing  the  wur  of  1312." — Uninn,  Uc- 1      We  presume  it  will  be  admitted  thai  we  have,  by 
cember  20.  Ibwse  quolalions,  made  out  our  ca?c. 
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SENATE. 

Februart  35.  Mr.  Smiiioiis,  inlroiiuceil  a  reso- 1 
]ution  jnslniclinff  tlip  library  coinniitlee  lo  report  a 
bill  to  employ  Hiram  Fewers  ti.i  execulo  an  eques- 
trinn  statue  of  Wusliinilon. 

On  ifiotidn  of  Mr.  yUes,  a  rosohilion  was  ndopled 
inquiring  if  an\  ronlract  had  been  entered  into  fur 
the  transportation  of  the  United  Stales  mail  to  En  , 
rope  by  a  line  of  steamers  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
last  session. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  traiiBmisslon  of  books  l 
to  the  minister  of  justice  in  France,  was  passed.  \ 

The  Oregon  notice  resolutions,  were  resumed. 

Mr.  JDictiiiS'/ii,  ciinclurted  his  speech  begun  on  yes 
terday.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  .Mr.  D  spoke  ; 
in  vindication  of  Mr.  Cass  from  the  inlemperale  as-  i 
persions  v\tiiih  had  emanated  fr.im  lord  Bronghain, 
a  few  years  ago  in  a  debate  in  the  British  house  of  j 
peers,  and  poiiied  forth  by  that  peer  a,:;ainst  Mr. 
Cass,  in  irritnlion  at  his  successful  exertions  in  de-  ] 
featiii^  their  pretensions  of  search  of  French.  Anie-j 
rican,  and  the  vessels  of  all  other  naiions,  a^  being  a 
right  belonging  lo  them  and  exempt  Irom  any  peril. 
Mr.  D.  also  threw  out  some  hopes  of  settling  the 
Oregon  controiersy  by  involving  it  in  commercial 
arrangemenl?. 

Mr.  Doi;(oii,  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  resolutions  be  deferred  till  next  .Monday  fort- 
night. 

Mr.  JltUii,  was  opposed  to  the  motion,  and  made 
some  remarks  explanatory  of  his  opposition,  and  also 
some  allusion  to  the  scheme  broached  abroad  of  im- 
posing a  monarch  with  hereditary  institutions  on 
Mexico. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  said  he  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  Cass,  did  not  think  there  was  any  benefit  to 
arise  from  postponing. 

Air.  Berrien,  said  he  would  like  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  form  of  amendment  proposed  to  be  offered 
by  Mr.  Colquitt,  of  Ga.,  before  consenting  to  vote  on 
the  question.      At  tiic  request  of  .Mr.  B. 

Mr.  Dayton,  withdrew  his  motion  for  postpone- 
ment. 

.Mr.  Colquitt,  then  offered  his  amendment,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved,  Tliat  notice  be  eiven,  in  terms  tifihe  tf'-'.'ity, 
for  abrugatine  the  convention  innde  between  Great  Ijiii- 
aiii  and  the  United  Srates  on  the  [weiitieih  of  Ociobcr, 
eiKhlccn  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  coniiaued  by  the 
coiueniion  of  ei;;h'.een  bundled  and  twenty  S'ven,  im 
mediately  afier  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  con- 
gress, unli»s0  the  president,  in  his  discretion,  shall  consi- 
aer  it  expedient  lo  deter  it  to  a  later  period. 

Resolved,  'I'hat  it  la  earnestly  desired  that  the  lonn- 
Blandiny  coniroversy,  seiilina  limits  in  the  Oregon  terri- 
tory, be  .'■peedily  petiled  by  negotiaiion  and  coniproini^e. 
in  order  to  iranqnilize  the  puhlic  nilnd,  and  to  preserve 
the  friendly  relations  of  the  two  cnuntrlee. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Critttwlen,  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  expressed  the  wish  that  all  the 
amendments  might  be  early  or  at  once  disposed  of, 
say  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Crittenden,  hoped  the  amendments  would  not 
be  decided,  before  the  arguments  on  the  whole  sub- 
ject and  original  resolutions  had  been  fully  gone 
through  with. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  said  he  had  predicated  his  proposal 
on  the  condition  that  no  senator  was  prepared  to  go 
in  debate  on  the  amendments;  he  had  taken  for  gran 
ted  lliat  senators  had  made  up  tlieir  minds  as  to  the 
amendments.  Wtien  the  resolution  shall  have  re- 
ceived its  final  shape,  he  would  prtsenl  to  the  senate 
his  views  in  regard  lo  It,  as  would  likewise  others, 
he  presumed. 

Mr.  Jlllen,  objected  to  voting  on  the  amendments 
to-morrow,  or  till  the  debate  was  closed.  He 
thought  It  would  be  better  lo  take  the  question  uii 
the  amendmenis  when  ihe  question  on  the  original 
resolution  is  Ukeii. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  preferred  a  more  regular  and  parlia- 
mentary course  of  proceedore. 

Here  on  motion,  the  senate  went  into  executive 
•csiiun,  and  thereafter  adjourned. 

Febkuart   26.     After   presentation   of   petitions, 

■  nd  other  business,  the  senate  resumed  the  consider 

■  lion  of  the  special  order,  vi7.:  the  resolutions  for 
giving  notice  of  the  annuhnenl  of  the  Oregon  con- 
Tention. 

Mr.  Bruse,  said  that  when  in  order,  ho  would  pro- 
pose the  following  an  an  amendineiit: 

Ufolvid,  'I'ha'  the  president  of  tlie  United  States,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authurizi'd  and  dirceied  lo  give  iioiiee 
to  the  Briildh  (jo'vunimenl  tiiul  it  in  the  demre  ol  the  yov 
erniiienl  of  the  United  SimeH  to  nnnul  and  uhrogaie  the 
proviBionB  ul  the  thitd  »"orU  i<t  lU    coavsnuun  coikIu- 


de.!  htuveen  the  government  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America  niid  his  Britannic  inajcsiy  'he  kini'  of  t'le  Uni- 
ted Kiiiadoin  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on  ihe  2l)ih 
ol  October,  ]S18,  and  indefiniti  ly  continued  by  the  cun- 
venrlon  between  the  same  parlies,  signed  at  London  the 
6ih  of  Aiimist,  1827. 

Resolved  further.  That  on  the  expiration  of  twelve 
nionlhs  frciin  ihe  diiy  of  sivinir  the  .s.iid  noiici',  tlie  said 
conveiiiion  sinll  be  eonsi  icred  aiiniilled  and  uhroirntL-d. 

Debate  was  continued,  and  :i  further  amendment 
was  ollered  by  Mr.  Hannig'/ii,  as  reported  on  page 
10,  after  which  the  senate  adj  lurned,  till  the  9A  of 
Vlarch.     (See  page  7  ) 

.March  2  A  number  of  memornls  were  presen- 
ted, among  them  the  following:  —  For  the  importa- 
tion of  steel  free  from  duty;  for  the  admission  of 
books  free  from  duty;  for  the  erection  of  fortifica- 
tions upon  the  lakes;  for  abrogating  the  treaty  of 
1842  with  the  Seneca  Indian-. 

Mr.  Sample,  of  Illinois,  presented  resolutions  from 
the  legislature  of  that  stale  a*king  congress  to  yield 
nothing  of  the  claim  to  the  whole  of  Oregon  and  lo 
defend  every  inch  of  territory  at  all  hazards.  The 
resolutions  also  propose  the  immediate  abrogation  of 
the  convention  of  1827. 

Resolutions  were  also  presented  from  the  legisla- 
ture of  Tennessee  in  defence  of  a  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  naval  depot  recommended  by  congress 
and  located  at  Memplis. 

Mr.  Dnylon.  of  N.  J.,  offered  a  resolution  calling 
upon  Ihe  [iresident  of  the  Uniled  States  to  communi- 
cate to  the  senate  whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  pre- 
sent slate  of  our  foreign  relations  demands  any  in- 
crease of  Ihe  army  and  navy,  and  if  so,  what  cir 
cumslances  are  making  Ihe  increase  necessary.  The 
resolution,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  for  one  day. 

Mr.  ./J/c/usoii,  of  Mo.,  from  the  committee  on  ter- 
ritories, reported  a  bill  m  favor  of  arming  the  mili- 
tia of  Ore2;on  for  their  own  defence,  &c.  This  bill 
was  read  twice  and  took  its  place  upon  the  calendar. 

The  debate  upon  the  question  of  notice  was  con- 
tinued. Mr.  Brcese,  of  111.,  addressed  the  committee 
in  defence  of  the  exlrem';  claim  and  extreme  mea- 
sures.    The  floor  was  given  lo  Rir.  Daylcn,  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

iMarch  3.  Tlie  President  laid  before  the  senate  a 
communication  irom  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  naval  forces  of  fo- 
reign powers  Oij  motion  of  Mr.  J.  J^I-  Clayton, 
50UO  extra  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Oregon  correspondence.  Mr,  J.  .11.  Clayton,  offered 
a  resolution,  calling  upon  the  President  of  the  U. 
Slates  for  copies  ot"  any  correspondence  which  has 
taken  place  in  reference  to  tlie  Oregon  question,  it 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  interests,  since  the 
4th  Feoriiary.     Laid  over  under  the  rule. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  iMr.  Dayton, 
requesting  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  to  in- 
form the  senate  whether,  in  his  judgment,  the  state 
of  our  foreign  relations  requires  at  this  time  an  in- 
crease of  our  naval  or  military  force;  and  if  neces- 
sary what  the  circumstances  are  which  give  rise  lo 
the  necessity,  was,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr-  Sevier, 
passed  over  for  a  day  or  two. 

Oregon  dibale.     After  aomo   unimportant  business 
the  senate  preceded  lo  the  special  order  of  ihe  day, 
and  the  Oregon  notice  debate  was  resumed. 
I      Mr.  Daifton,  said    the    debate   on  this  question  be- 
;  gan,  as  he  expected    it  would  end,  by  genoralilies — 
and  there  was  no  precise  question  before  the  senate. 
Were  he  as  anxious  for  the  whole  of  Oregon  as  some 
i  genllcmen   on    the   other   side   of  the  chamber,  he 
would  narrow  down  the  question  to  a  single  point, — 
lie    would    meet  Great  Uiitaiii    on    the  very  ground 
I  she  had    taken,  that    occupancy    alone  could  give  a 
title   to  the   territory.     Ue  would  si.uul  just   where 
I  he  now  stood,  and  leave  to  lime  and  emigration  Ihe 
I  selllemeiil  of  the   question  in  our  favor.     He  would 
tolerate   a  little  longer   the   policy  of  this  unnatural 
double  headed  gorcrmnenl,  and   run  Ills  hazard  of  dis- 
putes   and    conlliets    between  the  settlements  in  the 
territory,     Mr.  D.  then  went  into  an  examination  of 
the  documents  uccompanying    Itie  president's   mes- 
sage, and   especially,  the    report  of  Mr.  While,  Ihe 
U.  1:^.   agent,  lo  show  thai  Ihe   best  feelings  existed 
between    the  Hulson'i   Bjy   Company   and  our  cm- 
zens  who  had  Ibrmeu  a  provisional  governmeni  there 
and  the   little  probability  that  exists  as  to  a  conflict 
I  between  them. 

i  Mr.  D.  then  proceeded  to  review  the  recent  corres- 
I  pondeiiee  between  Mr.  Buclianaii  and  Mr.  Pakenham 
I  — and  to  express  his  legrel  Ihat  arbilralion  liad  been 
[  rejected,  lie  thought  Ihat  ihe  grounds  upon  which 
Mr.  Buchanan  r>  fused  to  submit  to  arbitration  were 
1  unienable,  and  feared  that  llio  civiliz.-d  world  would 
I  look  upon  them  with  dlstru^t.  Mr.  D- said  he  was 
1  111  lavor  til  settling  the  controvarsy  by  Cfmpruinise,  as 
I  iiidic.tej  111  the  resolutions  oUcred  by  tne  senator 
'  Irum  Georgia,  (Mr.  Colquitt.)     Jl  uium  De  ■Blile<l  by 


oon.p.-ornlse.  G"-nllemen  mijh'.  say,  -'if  you  oITi- 
to  compromise  you  i.ficr  to  abandon  our  o\\  n."  Why 
the  very  qtiestiun  is,  "What  is  our  own,'"  Mr.  D. 
then  went  on  to  show  Ihat  in  our  settlement  of  the 
boundary  with  Russia,  we  had  acknowledged  that 
Great  Brilain  had  rights  on  the  northwest  coast,  and 
said  he  would  read  from  certain  documents  in  the 
possession  of  the  senate,  from  which,  however,  tic 
injunction  ol  secrecy  had  not  been  removed,  to  sus- 
tain his  position.  He  would,  however,  only  give 
such  portions  as  were  already  in  the  possession  of 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Sffirr,  rose  tn  a  point  of  order.  He  contend- 
ed that  it  was  out  of  order  for  any  senator  even  to 
allude  to  any  thing  from  which  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  had  not  been  removed. 

Mr  Dayton,  said  he  would  pass  the  document  by. 
He  had  no  wish  to  trespass  on  any  rule  of  the  se- 
nate. He  then  went  on  lo  show  that  there  was  at 
least  a  doubt  attending  the  validity  of  our  title  above 
49" — and  denounced  it  as  ungenerous  and  uncandid 
in  gentlemen  on  Ihe  other  side  of  the  chamber  to 
declare  emphatically  that  our  title  up  to  54"  40'  waa 
clear  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  and  that  we  do 
not  and  therefore  cannot  controvert  it — when,  as 
had  been  remarked  by  the  distinguished  senator  from 
Massachusetts  a  few  daysa^o — "his  tongue  should 
be  blistered  before  he  would  utler  a  word  to  gainsay 
our  title  while  the  negotialion  was  pending."  He 
would  put  it  to  Ihose  senators  to  say  whether  if  the 
intellect  of  the  aenole  was  brought  lo  bear  in  favor 
of  the  title  of  Great  Britain  above  49',  our  title 
would  not  admit,  at  least,  ol  the  shadow  of  a  doubt. 

When  .Mr.  D.  had  concluded,  Mr.  Hat/ieood  obtain- 
ed the  floor,  and  expressing  a  wish  lo  defer  his  re- 
marks until  to-morrow. 

The  senate  adjourn.'d. 

.March  4.  The  committee  on  printing  made  re- 
ports in  favor  of  priming  3000  extra  copies  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  post  olfices  and  post 
roads  relative  to  post  routes  in  Texas.  Adi.pled, — 
Also  to  print  25  000  extra  copies  of  Ihe  report  of 
the  commissioner  of  patents. 

Oregonnolice  debate.  Mr.  Haywood,  who  was  en- 
titled to  the  floor,  I  ommenceu  his  speech  with  an 
elaborate  defence  of  the  president's  course  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Oregon  negotiation,  and  denounced  the 
course  which  had  been  di-played  by  some  of  his  own 
party  in  assailing,  in  the  manner  they  had  done,  the 
Ashburton  treaty.  Mr,  H,  then  presented  a  brief 
view  of  the  state  of  the  Oregon  question;  and  con- 
tended that  the  president  now  stood  where  lie  stood 
in  August  last — viz:  upon  the  line  of  49" — and  Ihat 
no  where  in  his  message  could  it  be  shown  that  he 
stood  upon  54"  40'.  Although  he  believed  our  title 
lo  be  clear  he  had  oll'eid  to  coniprornise  on  49^^,  and 
although  he  had  withdrawn  the  offer,  he  still  held 
the  door  open  for  Great  Britain  to  enter  upon  Ih^it 
line.  Mr.  H-  was  in  favor  of  the  nolice,  as  a  great 
moral  weapf'n  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tive. He  thought  Ihe  question  must  be  settled  with- 
in the  year,  or  it  could  not  be  settled  at  all  peacea- 
bly— and  said  he  would  stand  by  the  president  upoo 
the  line  of  49";  and  below  that  line  substantially,  he 
would  not  talk  about  inches  The  American  people 
would  never  consent  to  yield  the  territory,  be  the 
consequences  what  they  may.  Mr.  H.  also  had 
Some  slight  altercation  with  Mr.  allien,  while  com- 
menting upon  the  remarks  of  the  senator  fiom  Ohio, 
I  that  "England  dare  not  go  lo  war  with  the  Uniled 
Slates,"  and  before  he  closed  hia  speech  a  motion 
was  carried  to  adjourn. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  25.  Mr.  Ramsay,  from  the 
commiltce  on  naval  affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
coniencemenL  of  foi  tificalions  at  New  Bedlord. 

iMr.  Hunter,  of  Va.,  reported  a  bill  for  the  retro- 
cession  of  the  city  of  Alexandria  to  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia. Read  twice  aud  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole. 

The  committee  upon  a  revisal  of  the  rules  and  or- 
dcrs,  reported  a  role  requiring  the  speaker  lo  allow 
a  division  upon  each  item  of  expenditure  at  the  lime 
of  the  engrossment  of  a  bill  a  hen  the  bill  was  for 
the  purpose  of  internal  improvement. 

The  main  question  was  carried  by  a  vole  of  98  lo 
75. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  Ihc  vote  stood — yea$ 
1U6,  nays  71,  and  reeonsideruiion  was  rejected  by 
ayes  80,  noes  95, 

Mr.  ri)i/o)i,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  he  would 
to-morrow  bring  in  a  resululion  lo  make  the  rule 
designed  for  bills  loi  internal  improvements  alone, 
applicable  to  all  bills,  whether  fur  revenue,  for  for- 
tifications or  appropriation  bills  of  any  sorl. 

Mr.  J\IcKtty,  moved  lli.it  tlie  tiouss  go  into  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  which  prevailed. 

Mr.  JPain;  of  Ala.,  (wlio  was  aotitied  lo  Ihe  floor 
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upon  the  river  and  harbor  bill.)  opposed  Ihe  bill 
warmly  upon  constitiilioiial  grounds.  The  measure 
was  denoiinceil  as  n  monster,  &c. 

Mr.  Brinkerhoff,  of  Ohio,  replied;  and  defended  the 
lake  country  and  members  from  Ilic  aspersions  put 
upon  it  and  them  hy  the  member  from  Alabama. 

Mr.  McCUmmd,  obtained  the  i!v.'or,  when  Ihe  bill 
was  laid  aside  lor  the  day. 

Mr.  Brodhead,  a«ked  the  favorable  consideration  of 
a  bill  from  the  senate,  making  an  appropriation  fur 
supplying  Ihe  minister  of  justice  m  France  with  co- 
pies of  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  llio  Union. 

The  bill  was  passed  both  m  committee  and  in  the 
house,  when  an  adjournment  was  moved  and  carried. 

Thurscvt,  Feb.  26.  Alter  some  conversation 
between  Messrs,  fni/ne  and  Brinkerhoff,  in  relation 
to  the  comparative  amount  of  expenditures  provided 
for  by  the  fortification  bill  in  the  southern  and  north 
ern  frontiers,  aiid  the  reception  of  sundry  executive 
communications; 

The  harbor  and  river  bill,  reported  from  the  coni- 
mitlce  on  commerce,  ivas  taken  up  in  committee  of 
Ihe  whole,  and  advocated  by  .Mr.  lUcCWfnnd,  and  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Rhetl,  as  unconstitutional.  Mr.  Huibon 
next  advocated  It.  A  quorum  being  found  wanting, 
the  romniiltee  ru.se  and  the  h  juse  adj  lurned. 

Fridat,  Feb.  27.  Smie  progress  was  made  with 
the  private  calendar,  alter  which  the  house  ad 
journed. 

Satkrdat,  Feb.  28 — Pofln^e.  Mr.  Hiirptr  pre- 
sented resoluliu'is  of  the  stale  i>f  Oliio,  against  any 
change  of  the  law  fixi  ig  the  rates  of  postage  If  nd- 
ing  to  increase  the  present  rates;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  post  office  and  post 
roads. 

Smi//isoiiiaii  Bcijiitsl. — .Mr.  Otoen,  from  the  select 
comrailtee  on  the  Smithsonian  Bequest,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution fur  the  increase  and  diflusion  of  kno-vledge 
among  men,  reported  a  subsliititc  for  the  bill,  accom- 
panied by  Ihe  fullowing  resolution: 

Hesolicri,  That  ihis  report  bn  printed;  that  the  substi- 
tute hcrewiih  reported  be  referred  totlie  cminiitieeofihe 
whole  on  the  stale  of  the  tliiioii,  and  lie  printed  separa- 
tely in  the  form  of  a  bill;  and  Ihat  the  same  be  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day  lor  the  second  Tuesday  in 
April  next. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called;  and,  Ihe 
motion  being  on  Ihe  last  clause,  making  it  the  spe- 
cial order — 

Mr.  Oircii  said  it  vras  nearly  eighl  years  since  the 
money  proposed  to  be  appropriated  by  the  Smithson- 
ian bill  had  been  paid  to  the  United  Stales,  and  not 
a  dollar  of  it  had  vet  been  used  for  Ihe  purposes 
specified  in  the  bequest.  Congress  could  not  be  sup- 
posed indifferent  on  this  subject;  but  it  had  been 
overlooketl  and  postponed  amidst  unfinished  business 
in  the  coiiflicl  of  great  subjects.  So  it  would  be 
again  if  some  day  was  not  fixed.  If  the  day  desig- 
nated by  Die  coiiiniilleB  was  thoughtslill  too  early,  a 
laier  might  be  named.  Unless  some  day  was  fixed, 
Ihe  chances  were  that  it  would  be  lost  by  delay;  and 
the  reproach  would  still  rest  upon  us  of  having  re- 
ceived money  for  one  of  the  best  objects  upon  earth, 
and  of  having  then  done  nothing  with  it. 

Two-thirds  voting  for  the  resolution,  it  passed. 

S'l  the  Smithsoiuan  hill  was  made  the  special  or- 
der for  ihe  second  'I'uesday  in  April. 

Private  bills  — The  house  resolved  itself  into  com- 
roittee  of  Itie  whole  house,  [.Mr.  Raihbun  in  Ihe 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  private 
bills. 

Heirs  of  Col.  fVm.  GraijMn. — The  bill  granting 
commutation  of  half-pay  to  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Col.  Will.  Gra)?on,  of  the  revolutionary 
army,  (a Inch  had  been  before  the  committee  and 
discussed  on  two  preceding  days  of  the  present  ses- 
sion,) was  first  in  order. 

The  debate  was  resumed,  and  Ihe  bill  was  advo- 
cated by  Messrs.  Seddon,  Butjly,  Joseph  Juhjison,  and 
Ga^Tcil  Davis,  and  was  opposed  by  ^Ir.  Clatke. 

Upon  closing  the  debate — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gut'doo  that  the  bill  be 
laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  house,  "with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  not  pass.^' 

Mr.  John  Quinciy  ."^lirt./is  iiiov.-d  to  auiend  the  mo- 
tion by  sinking  out  the  word  not. 

The  queslion  on  thts  motion  was  taken  oy  tellers, 
and  it  passed  in  Ihe  affirmative,  64  to  61) 

Tlie  cummiUee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  h luse. 

Wlien  a  motion  was  immediately  made  to  adjourn; 
which  prevailed.  And  the  house  adjourned  until 
Monday  nesl. 

Monday,  Marcu  2. — Mw  Jersey  contested  eltction. 
The  report  of  the  comaiiitee  on  contested  elections 
was  called  i!,n  for  consideration. 

The  majority, — three  whigs  and  two  democrats, 
declare  that  liie  llou.  John  Rank  (whig  nember)  has 
a  right  to  his  scat.  The  minority ,--lour  democrats, 
declare  Ihal  Mr.  Farlee  has  a  right  to  his  seat. 


Mr.  Dobbin,  of  N.  C,  (democrat)  who  made  Ihe 
majority  report,  moved  that  iMr.  Farlee  be  heard  at 
the  bar  of  Ihe  house.     The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  reports  were  then  read.  Rlr.  Ha^-prr,  of  Ohio, 
defended  Ihe  report  of  Ihe  majority  of  the  commit 
lee,  in  favor  of  the  silting  member.  He  argued  thai 
it  was  an  outrage  upon  Ihe  rights  of  franchise  to  de- 
prive the  citizens  from  voliiig  because  they  were 
passing  years  of  their  lime  in  a  slate  in  the  pursuit 
of  collegiate  or  other  studies,  p.irlicnlarly  when,  as 
leslihed  here,  they  were  taxed  and  held  their  resi- 
dence wilhoul  intending  to  return  to  their  old  homes. 
They  were  citizens  on  oath  and  looked  upon  Prinee- 
lon  as  their  home.     It  was  their  homo.  | 

.Mr.  Htmlin,  of  Me.,  replied,  and  odilressed  Iho  i 
house  at  length  in  defence  of  the  minority  report. —  I 
Mr.  H.  reBecled  both  upon  the  veracity  of  the  stu- 
dents at  Theological  Princeton  and  upon  ihecler-j 
g), — charging  the  latter  with  mercenary  motives,  j 
aiid  the  forirer  with  making  declarations  which 
were  falsified  by  the  acts  of  their  lives.  \Vhen  they  ] 
said  they  left  home  they  said  what  they  had  no  right  I 
to  say.  { 

Mr.  Dobbin,  said  that  as  a  candid   man   who   had  | 
investigated    the    subject    most  dispassionately,   ho 
was  obliged  lo  decide  in   favor  of  the  silling  mem- 
ber.    The  con-titulion  of  New    Jersey,    the    law  ofj 
>icw  Jersey,  and  Iho  evidence  given  upon   the  case,  ' 
all  had  brought  him  to  the  conclusion   to   which  he 
had  arrived.  j 

xMr.  C7">»mii,  of  Michigan,  made  a  speech  in  de-  1 
fence  nf  Uie  claimant,  preceded  by  an  explanation 
of  a  remark  previously  made  that  "education  was 
an  enemy  to  demncracy."  He  meant  no  more  by 
this  than  that  men  were  by  nature  democrats,  and 
Ihat  they  were  spoiled  by  education  when  Ihey  be- 
came whigs.  To  illustrate  what  he  meant  he  would 
quote  from  an  article  in  Blackwood's  Magazine  of 
1832,  written  by  Wilson.  "Toryism  was  an  innate 
principle  of  human  beings,  and  evil  habit  made  them 
whigs." 

The  house  adjourned   before   .Mr.  Ckipman  closed. 

Tuesday,  March  3.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a  communication  from  Ihe  clerk  of  the  house 
upon  the  subject  of  the  expense  of  furnishing  Ihe 
reporters  wilh  a  copy  of  Ihe  public  documents. — 
The  cost,  it  was  said,  would  be  abouttftiOO  a  session. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  HilUard,  of  Ala.,  a  resolution 
was  adopted,  calling  upon  the  presiilent  of  the  United 
Slates  for  a  copy  of  Ihe  conUMCls  which  have  been 
made  by  the  poslnnster  general  upon  the  subject  of 
Ihe  transmission  of  Ih-  mails  of  the  United  Slates  to 
foreign  countries. 

Xito  Jersey  contested  election.  The  house  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  reports  of  the  committee 
on  elections. 

Mr.  Cliipman,  of  Alich.,  addressed  the  house  against 
Ihe  whig  member,  contending  Ihal  the  students  of 
Princeton  college  had  no  right  lo  vote. 

Mr.  Jenkins,  of  N.  Y.,  made  an  argument  upon 
Ihe  merits  of  the  case,  and  spoke  his  hour  in  de- 
fence of  Mr.  Farlee,  ihe  present  claimant. 

.Mr.  Culver,  of  N.  Y.,  addressed  the  house  in  re. 
ply  to  the  two  speeches  preceding,  in  argument,  in 
defence  of  Ihe  sitting  member. 

Mr.  Toomhs,  of  Go.,  made  a  brief  argument  upon 
the  same  side  of  the  question.  He  was  followed  by 
Mr.  Schenck,  in  defence  of  Uie  sitting  member,  and 
of  the  right  of  franchise.  Mr.  Schenck  proposed 
Ihat  the  house  should  decide  upon  each  of  the  voles 
which  the  minority  of  the  committee  on  elections 
proposed  lo  reject  separately.  He  wished  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  do  this  himsell,  and  lo  :illow  others 
the  same  opportuniiy.  The  measure  proposed  was 
not  wilhout  precedent,  and  it  seemed  lo  him  must 
just.  The  reporl;.  made  the  ca.-e  clear,  and  mem- 
bers, therefore,  would  be  able  to  decide  intelligently 
for  themselves. 

Several  members  rose  to  continje  Ihe  discussion. 

Mr.  Tibbatls,  after  moving  that  a  call  for  the  pre- 
vious queslion  be  seconded,  moved  an  adjournment, 
which  was  carried.  [ 

Wednesday,  March  4. — J^'iio  Jersey  contested  elec- 
tion. iMr.  Hopkins  moved  a  call  of  ttie  house  lo  act  j 
upon  the  mulion  made  last  evening  by  Mr.  TMntts, 
of  Kentucky,  that  llie  previous  tiiiestion  be  seconded  | 
by  the  house  upon  the  i\ew  Jersey  contested  elec- : 
lion  case.  j 

The  house  by  a  vole  of  7,")  to  G3  refused  to  second 
Ihe  motion  for  the  previous  question.  I 

The  whole  subject  was  now  reopened  and  . 

Mr.  Iliimpton,  of  New  Jersey,  continued  the  debate  ; 
in  defence  ul  Ihe  silling  member,  having  contended 
that  Ihe  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution  and  lawsi 
of  New  Jersey  were  that  students  conforming  lo  the  ^ 
laws  of  the  state  had  a  right  to  vote.  If  they  resided 
one  year  in  the  stale  and  five  months  in  the  county, 
they  had  this  right  and  no  man  or  act  could  depi  ivc  . 
them  of  it  justly.  I 


Mr.  .fonts,  of  Ga.,  in  reply,  declared  that  studenl.s 
had  no  right  lo  vote.  They  were  not  citizens  unless 
they  intended  lo  remain  forever  where  they  studied. 
They  even  lost  their  residence  in  Ihe  houses  Ihey  had 
left  and  in  the  place  where  they  temporarily  were. 
While  a  student  he  could  not  vole  unless  he  intended 
lo  remain  fur  ever  where  he  was. 

Mr.  .Mcflcnry.  of  Ky.,  replied  in  behalf  of  Ihe  sil- 
ling member,  when  Ihe  previous  question  and  a  call 
of  ihe  house  were  moved  by  Mr.  Tibbalts,  of  Ky., 
and  ordered. 

.After  a  discussion  of  points  of  order,  Ihe  house 
was  brought  to  a  vole  upon  Ihe  resolution  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee  on  eleclions: 

"Thai  Mr.  Farlee  was  enlilled  to  the  seat  held  by 
Mr.  Runk."  This  resolution  was  rejected,  yeas  7G, 
nays  112. 

The  question  returned  upon  the  second  resolu- 
tion: 

'•That  Isaac  Farlee  is  noi  elected  a  member  of  Ihin 
house." 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  yeas  119,  nays  CG. 

Mr.  Hamlin,  of  Me.,  oflered  a  resolution  declar- 
ing "that  John  liunk  was  nol  a  member  of  this 
house." 

The  speaker  declared  that  thii  was  a  privileged 
motion  and  Ihal  it  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Va.,  then  moved,  as  a  test  of  Ihe 
streii[;lh  ol  the  house,  to  lay  the  whole  subject  upon 
the  table.  The  yeas  iiud  nays  were  called  and  the 
vole  was  yeas  93,  nays  99.  The  previous  queslion 
was  llicn  seconded — ayes  124. 

The  main  question  was  put  and  Ihe  house  brought 
lo  a  vole  upon  the  resolution  "that  John  Runk  was 
not  elected  a  member  of  this  house."  After  great 
confusion  and  excilemenl,  Ihe  result  was  finally  an- 
nounced by  Ihr-  speaker  as  follows; 

"Ayes  96,  noes  96."  "The  chair  votes  in  Ihe  ne- 
gative and  Ihe  resolution  is  lost."  Mr.  iJiiiifc  retain- 
ing his  seat.     Applause  followed  this. 

Mr.  Sinvijer,  sent  a  letter  to  Ihe  clerk's  desk,  taken 
from  Ihe  New  York  Tribune,  giving  some  account  of 
his  personal  habits  in  the  house  and  holding  him  up 
lo  liilicule.  Mr.  S.,  after  making  his  complaint,  re- 
sumed his  seal,  when 

Mr.  Brinkerhiff,  of  Ohio,  moved  "the  expulsion  of 
the  reporters  and  letter-writers  of  Ihe  Tribune." 

The  previous  question  was  immediately  called. 

Mr.  f-ehenck,  said  that  when  Mr.  Heiss,  of  Ihe  of- 
ficial organ,  and  one  of  the  printers  of  the  house, 
charged  an  honorable  member  of  this  house  wilh  be- 
ing a  common  liar,  and  everything  else  Ihal  « as 
base,  the  house  refused  to  act  upon  the  resolution  of 
complaint  and  laid  it  upon  Ihe  table.  But  now  the 
the  case  was  difierenl.  He  could  nol  defend  what 
Ihe  reporter  of  the  Tribune  had  said,  but  be  was  Iho 
friend  of  consistent  and  fair  action. 

The  Iiouse  paid  no  heed  lo  this,  and  the  resolution 
was  adopted  expelling  the  reporters  and  letter-wri- 
ters of  Ihe  Tribune,  by  a  vole  of  119  lo  48. 

Tlie  house  adjourned. 

THE    OREGON    QUESTION. 

I  !C    SENATE,    THURSDAY    F  E  B  R  D  A  R  Y    26,    184G 

.Mr.  Crittenden,  said  that  he  had  examined  care- 
fully the  ameiidmenl  suggested  by  the  honorable 
senator  from  Georgia  over  the  way,  (Mr.  Colquitt,) 
wilh  the  most  anxious  desire  to  consult  and  concen- 
trate Ihe  opinions  of  that  geiitlemnn  in  his  own  re- 
solutions. He  felt  no  particular  attachment  to  the 
form  in  which  his  own  amendment  had  been  moved 
and  he  found  that  that  which  had  been  proposed  by 
Ihe  gentleman  from  Georgia  diHercd  so  little  from 
his  that  he  had  nol  Ihe  slightest  objection  to  adopt  it 
in  the  place  of  his  oh  n  But  he  discovered  Ihal  be- 
sides  the  modification  thus  proposed  by  the  gentle, 
man's  hrsl  resolution,  llieie  was  another  member  of 
it  containing  in  itself  a  dislincl  and  substantive  pro- 
positioti:  and  in  this  he  cojld  not  so  entirely  concur 
as  to  ado|)l  it  together  wilh  Ihe  firol  part.  It  was  in 
effect,  a  difTereiit  aud  distinct  proposilioii,  nut  so  in- 
timaleiy  connected  »  ith  or  dependent  upon  the  sena- 
tor's fiisl  proposition  but  that  he  miglil  move  ii  alone, 
and  on  its  oivn  merits,  at  any  lime  he  chose  so  to  do. 
With  regard  to  the  olher  which  Mr.  C.  had  adopted, 
he  hoped  the  senator  would  allow  a  slight  modifica- 
tion in  it,  with  which  alleialion  he  should  consider 
it  as  his  own.  .Mr.  C.  was  understood  lo  saj  that 
there  were  other  propcsilions  which  had  been  moved 
or  suggested  which  he  hoped  a  little  time  and  con- 
sultation would  enable  Ihtin  to  agree  upon.  His 
own  he  cheerfully  gave  up. 

It  was  supposed  necessary  by  the  senator  fro:n 
Massachusetts  (.Mr.  Webster)  lo  gel,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible some  vole  of  the  senate  that  might  indicate  the 
mind  of  a  majority  of  its  members  in  time  to  be  sent 
by  the  next  steamer  lo  England.  For  his  oivu  part, 
Mr.  C.  did  not  lliiiik  it  likely  that  such  a  vote  would 
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eseit  mucli  influence  orj  either  side  of  llie  water.— 
The  moUve,  huwever,  was  eel luinly  laudable.  U 
should  be  Ihe  wi'h  of  every  c.nt  Ihat  aiiylhins!  which  ; 
might  tend  U>  llic  preservation  of  peace  should  he 
communicalcd  with  the  ulmosl  despatch;  but  he  did 
not  think  it  impurlant  Ihat  the  action  of  the  s.nale 
sliould  be  harleiied  f'lV  such  a  purpose  as  tlial  to 
which  he  had  refeiied.  Jlr.  C  feared  that  senators 
were  beromini;  loo  much  like  t!ie  Athenians  in  Ihe 
dajs  of  Dcinusllieiies,  who,  inslcad  of  consuitinn  and 
'  deciding  on  measures  for  their  own  independence 
and  safety,  were  continually  inquiring— "What  is 
Philip  doing,.'"  lie  hoped  we  should  treat  this  whole 
(jUCslion  in  a  spirit  becoming  that  body  and  tl.e  na- 
lion  which  it  represented — without  liaste,  without 
vaunting,  willioiit  prejuuice,  without  passion;  that 
they  sbcuh!  treat  it  as  a  great  question,  in  wliich  the 
peace  of  the  woild  was  I'oticcrned,  in  which  wc  had 
a  right  to  take  part,  and  in  wl.irh  we  were  resoUed 
to  act  such  a  p-.rt  a.i  the  wliole  world  should  admit 
lo  be  at  once  j'isl  and  patriotic.  This,  in  his  judg- 
ment, would  cHer  the  best  security  for  peace. 

Whatever  niight  be  the  little  temporary  efierves- 
cence  produced  by  the  lieat  of  tiie  discussion,  espe- 
cially in  lis  eai  ly  stages  he  hoped  that  the  elfect  of  a 
more  protracted  debate  and  a  cooler  consideration  of 
the  merits  and  bearings  of  the  whole  subj.'ct,  would 
lead  to  a  decision  niaiked  hy  temper. i.ee  and  wis- 
dom, lie  hoped  and  confidently  believed  that  such 
a  course  "  ouid  he  pursued,  and  that  such  w.iulj  be 
its  ultimate  re-.ult.  He  could  see  no  necessity  for 
hastening  a  decision— none.  The  notice,  at  all 
events,  would  not  be  givm  till  after  the  close  of  the 
session,  and  Iherelore  there  was  no  need  of  haste  in 
Ihe  matter.  '1  he  subjeci,  iiiean«hi!e,  remained  open 
to  diplomatic  negotiation  between  this  governinenl 
and  all  foreign  goveri.menH.  'i'hose  who  conducted 
the  foreiEii  relations  of  the  government  had  this  duly 
in  their  liands,  ami  they  were  personally  revpoiiMble 
to  the  nation  for  the  ruht  exen  i-e  ..I  the  weighty 
power  wliich  had  be.  n  entrusted  lo  llieu  troids.  To 
that  lespoiisihilhy  he  would  hold  liiem,  to  that  re- 
sponsibiiily  Ihev  wouli  be  helil  liy  the  united  jndj; 
inent  of  the  w  hole  world.  Ihe  eyes  ol  all  Cm  i-len- 
dom  were  fastened  upon  th.-ni,  and  every  civilized 
nation  on  the  earth  would  hold  them  to  the  responsi- 
hiliiiesof  peace  or  war.  for  one,  .Mr.  C.  was  not 
disposed  to  lelaxor  to  di  liinish  this  lesponsibility 
not  one  jot.  If  the  administration  felt  the  greatness 
of  its  position,  let  it  feel  also  the  responsibility  which 
attached  to  it.  Those  who  should  involve  this  coun- 
irv  in  an  unjust  or  in  a  needless  war,  must  encoun- 
ter a  responsibility  weigniy  enough  to  sink  a  navy. 
Let  them  beware  To  delend  the  national  righlj 
was  one  thing;  to  rush  needlessly  into  war  was  (jiiite 
another.  To  protect  the  vital  iiilerests  of  this  coun- 
try was  their  solemn  duly,  and  of  those  interests 
peace  was  the  greatest  and  the  mightiest,  'I'he  du- 
ties v(-ere  not  incoiisislenti  but  let  them  not  act  in  a 
vaunting  spirit:  let  us  have  no  fanaticism  in  politics. 

Considerations  more  profound — considerations  of  a 
higher  and  nobler  sort  sliould  actuate  those  entrusted 
wiih  a  nation's  destiny.  Mo  hasty  expressions  p.iss- 
Ing  betiveen  two  nego.iators— no  pouting  or  strutting 
upon  the  stage,  could  justify  the  getting  two  such 
nations  into  a  stale  of  war.  i\o,  said  ,Mr.  C,  we  the 
people  of  the  United  States  take  a  diiierenl  view  of 
the  matter.  Wc  feel  no  need  of  going  to  war  to 
make  a  character— we  have  a  character.  We  arc 
not  obliged  to  set  up  idle  and  extravagant  pretensions, 
or  utter  the  language  of  iiiflaied  boasting,  lo  make 
the  world  believe  we  arc  a  brave  people,  and  will 
not  yield  our  rigtits.  This  has  ever  been  loo  much 
the  disposition  of  republics.  We  have  a  just  litle  lo 
Oregon— a  title  just  geographically  and  just  poliu- 
cally— and  this  was  enough  wilhoul  any  hoaslmg.— 
A  silent  and  dignified  course  is  more  worthy  ol  our- 
si  Ives  and  o(  out  course.  In  Itic  conscious  power  oi 
vindicating  our  rights,  whenever  lliey  should  be  at- 
tempted to  be  assailed,  we  are  under  no  necessity  ol 
vilifying  the  charactei  of  others. 

He  concurred  with  the  honorable  senator  from 
Missouri  (Mr.  Uenlon)  that  it  would  be  most  proper 
fur  Ihe  seiiate  to  act  on  the  resolulions  sent  from  llie 
house  of  leprcsentalives,  to  make  such  anundmenls 
or  alterations  in  them  as  to  them  miglit  seem  iieee^- 
6ary  and  proper,  and  then  send  tliem  back  lo  the 
other  branch  of  the  legislature,  lie  was  desirous  to 
show,  before  our  own  people  and  before  the  world, 
a  decided  disposition  to  preseivc  peace,  and  he  was 
prepared  to  go  to  the  lull  extent  of  their  conslilu- 
tioiial  power  honorably  to  secure  that  end.  It  was 
not  iheir  duly  lo  seek  a  war,  and  for  one  he  was  wil- 
ling and  most  anxious  Ihat  Ihe  peace  ol  the  counlry 
bliould  be  properly  and  honorauly  preserved,  ano 
this  vexed  question  brought  lo  a  tinul  settleincnl. — 
Let  this  be  done  by  mgoliaiion,  by  aroilralion,  or 
some  ol  Ihosc  modes  recognized  us  III  and  becon.mg 
to  settle  the  dill'creiioes  ol  nations,  without  a  recui- 
renco  to  II, o  sword. 


duct  the  foreign  affairs  of  the  counlry,   but  he  could     Bill   Mr.  W.    fell  more  strongly,    pe        ,    . 
t  not  conceive    what    riiht  we  had    lo  place  ourselves  !  senator    from  Kentucky   Ihe    evils  lo    vi  hich    he  had 
\  in  III  is  respect  above  all  who  h  jd  gone  before  u*,  and    referri-d,  because  he   lived  in  the  very  midst  of  them 

above  all  the  other  nations  of  the  world,  by  declar- 
j  ing   Ihat  our   disputes  never  should  be   submitted  lo 

arbitration— that,  however  other  nations  might  agree 

to  settle  their  diflerences,  we  never  would  conde- 
I  scend  lo  make  an  umpire  of  any  body,  and  that  the 
1  rights  ol  boundary  were  not  in  themselves  a  fu  sub 
'  jert  for  arbilralioii. 

The  d"eti  iiie  was  pure  interpolation  into  the  code 
i  of  international  law — a  code  on  which  all  the  world 
i  had  agreed,  and  which  we,  as  one  of  the  nalions  of 
,  the  world  liad  adopted  'I'he  choice  of  an  arbitrator 
j  was  another  matter;  we  might  reject  in  that  capacity 
■  the  proposal  of  any  crowned  head.  Crowned  heads, 
j  thank  God,  were  not  always  llie  wisest  and  best  in 
;  this  world;   but   there  were   other  modes  of  arbilra 

lion,    and    oilier    more    suitable  arbitrators.     There 

were   men  who  were  born   private  citizens,   and  not 

prnices,    who — by   their   wisdom,   their   knowledg 
I  their  experience,    and  their  personal 

fitted  to  be  a    judging  power,    whose  de 
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. ,. ...  ,,,..j,.,  ..^   .....'d  in  the  very  i...u...  u,  .,,,..,. 

nd  witnessed  from  day  today  Ih.?  great  amount  of 
injury  sustained  by  the  commercial  inlerests  of  this 
country  from  Ihe  present  poslure  of  aft'jirs. 

Mr.  W.  would  add  a  few  more  words.  I  shall 
vote,  said  he,  for  both  portions  of  the  amendment 
suggested  by  the  senator  fro-n  Georgia,  (Mr.  Col- 
quill.)  I  am  prepared  to  do  so.  At  the  opening  of 
the  present  ses-iori,  Ihe  pre'ident.  uncalled  upon  by 
the  senate,  'ent  to  both  Innisrs  the  diplnmalio  corres- 
pondence wtiich  na'l  taken  place  between  the  secre- 
tary of  state  and  the  representative  of  the  British  go- 
vernmenl  here,  recommending  at  the  same  time  ttie 
giving  of  notice  lo  that  tiovernment  of  the  termina- 
tion of  the  convention  of  1S18  T.  e  cfirrespondence 
thus  submitted  has  very  pmperlv  been  m.ide  a  sub- 
ject ol  remark  in  both  houses.  1  w  ill  say  notliing  in 
regard  to  Ihe  propriety  of  sending  llial  correspon- 
dence here.  1  suppose  such  a  step  could  hardly  be 
s — were  justified,  save  on  the  ground  that  the  negotialion  was 
1  to  he  a  judging  power,  whose  decision  no  na-  ended  hy  ihe  rejei  lion  of  the  president's  oH'er  of  thq 
need   be  ashjined  lo  submit  to.     Wliy  not  refer  I  parallel  of   49    as    a    boundary,    and    the  iinmediale 


the  settlement  of  this  controverted  question  to  suci 
a  tribunal?  To  do  so,  instead  ol  degrading  us,  wouhl, 
in  his  estimation,  be  one  of  the  noblest  tributes  thai 
ever  could  be  ifferred  lo  the  wisdom  and  exeellence 
of  republican  institutions.  For  a  great  and  power- 
ful nation  voluntarily  to  submit  a  great  question, 
touching  its  rignis  and  interests,  to  an  assemblage  of 
private  citizens  thus  virtuous  and  wise,  would  pre- 
sent a  spectacle  gloriou.s  to  bcliold.  ll  would  he  lo 
pr'.  sent  to  the  wi.rhl  com  icting  ev  ideiice  of  the  mo 
lal  pugiess  and  in'.eliectual  elevation  of  the  age. — 

II  would  stamp  upon  Ihe  present  century  a  character 
aswondeilul  lor  its  advances  and  improvenienl  in 
political  wisdom,  as  lor  its  inventions  in  the  niecha- 
ijie  arts,  and  its  achievements  in  chaining  the  disco- 
veries of  science  to  the  car  of  social  prosperity  and 
happiness.     Such  a  triumph  of  moderation  over  pas- 

I  sion,  ol  justice  over  pride,  and  of  the  glory  ol  reason 
over   the  brutality  ol   mere   physical  forte,   proceed- 

j  mg  from  republican  hands,  would  do  no. re  lor  the 
moral  power  and  innueme  of  this  count/y  than  Ihe 
acquisition  of  every  inch  of  Oiegun.  Ttiis  would 
raise  our  itputalion  in  the  estimation  of  all  the  good 
and  wise;  ii  would  obtain  us  a  revenue  of  national 
honor — ihat  brightest  jewel  of  a  nation's  Iriasuiy  — 
and  Aould  augment  our  lenl  power  among  Ihe  civil- 
ized pupulalion  of  the  globe  more  than  theacqiisi- 
lion  of  ten  limes  the  disputed  territory. 

These  were  Mr.  C.'s  sentiments.  He  could  per- 
ceive no  occasion  lor  bluster  or  rashness.  Ou.-  cha- 
racter as  a  people  was  well  enough  known,  and  he 
hoped  thai  the  senate  would  proceed  in  this  matter 
temperately,  wisely,  Jjslly,  and  in  older.  Wlieii  il 
had  done  this,  .Mr.  C.  tell  mclineii  lo  rely  on  the  hope 
that  the  conduct  of  other  nations  would  correspond 
to  such  an  example. 

Mr.  fl'ilisttr,  said  that  he  most  cordially  concurred 
in  the  sentiments  so  bciutilnlly  expressed  by  the 
honorable  senator  who  had  just  taken  Ins  seat.'  He 
did  not  diiler  from  him  a  hair's  breadth  in  the  prin- 
ciples he  had  laid  down,  nor  in  his  sense  of  propriety 

III  regard  lo  Ihe  present  debate.  Mr.  W.'s  purpose 
had  merely  been  to  ascertain  whether  the  question 
to  be  debated  could  not  be  put  in  a  more  convenient 
lorm  Ihan  Ihat  which  it  assumed  at  present.  The 
senator  from  Kentui  ky  had  moved  an  amendmenl  lo 
the  amendnient  reported  from  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign relations,  'i'lie  senator  from  Georgia  then 
suggested  another,  slightly  dilTering  in  form,  which 
lie  intended  lo  move,  when  u  should  be  in  order,  as 
a  substitute  hir  that  of  the  senator  Irom  Kentucky. 
The  senator  had  now  declared,  thai  in  regard  lo  lire 
first  pari  ol  the  proposrtion  of  llie  geniieiiian  from 
CJeorgia  he  ll  id  no  (Jifliculty  in  accepting  it  in  place 
ol   his  own,  or  as  a  inodihcilion  of  his  oivn.      bul  in 

■  regaid  lo  lire  latter  par  1  ol   that  pioposiiiun  he  consi. 

I  dereU  ll  as  111  us  nature  drslmtt  and  subslanlivc;  he 
undeislood  n  as  going  luiii.er  thun  his  own,  and  as 
not  being,  Iherelore,  a  natural  subslilute  lor  it.— 
Now,  ll  ll  was  the  di-puMuoii  of  the  seiiale  lo  act 
on  this  subject  lurther  tnal  haU  been  proposed  by  the 
hunoruble  senator  Irom  Kentucky,  tlie  only  ques- 
lion  would  he  whtlher  the  senaior  would  not  consent 
lu  witlidraiv  Ills  own  unieiidmenl,  and  sutler  thai  ui 
ttie  senator  from  Ueur-gra  lo  be  moved  in  its  place. 
Mr.  t'ii/hiic/<ii  was  understood  at  lieelmmg  lo 
withdraw  bis  o»ii  amendmenl,  but  us  siill  wiljiug  lo 


withdrawal  of  that  ofTer,  because,  in  the  general 
praclice  of  governinenl.*,  il  has  been  found  very  in- 
convenient to  piibli'h  the  letters  which  may  have 
passed  between  negotiators  before  the  end  o;  me  ne- 
gotiation had  been  arrived  at.  But,  as  the  preiident 
had  sent  us  the  coi  respondence,  and  as  Ihe  senate 
was  called  upon  lo  act  on  ihe  proposition  of  notice,  I 
thought  il  would  expedile  our  decision  to  liave  be- 
fore us  any  further  correspondence  which  might 
have  taken  place  subsiquently  to  that  lir.-t  sent.  1 
accordingly  moved  the  call,  and,  in  re-pcmse  to  it, 
the  more  recent  correspondence  ha«  been  lard  before 
us,  from  which  we  leain  the  offer  by  tl.e  British  en- 
voy to  submit  the  qne-lion  lo  arbitralion,  and  the  re- 
jection of  that  offer  by  the  executive. 

No.v,  without  ineaning  at  this  lime  to  go  into  any 
sort  of  examination  .  f  the  course  of  the  executive  in 
Ibis  matter,  or  indulging  m  any  reniaik  expressive  of 
an  unfriendly  feeling  tovvjrds  llie  administialion,  or 
any  disposition  lo  ei.harrass  Ihe  government — for  1 
leti  ii..tliiiig  ol  the  kind,  and  nothing  is  lurther  from 
my  inlenlion — 1  must  slill  be  peirurlted  lo  say  Ihat 
the  exisiing  posture  of  affairs  is  such  as  lo  render  it 
quite  desirable  that  we  should  know  what  is  the 
opii. ion  ol  llie  executive  in  regard  lo  tins  measure 
and  its  con'^tqucncis. 

Nobody  doubts  that  the  Iv/o  houses  of  consress 
have  a  perlect  aulhoriiy  lo  lermiTiate  the  Oregon 
convention,  witlnmt  oH'ei.ce  lo  anybody,  because  this 
is  our  specified  right,  and  lis  exercrse  can  [rresent  no 
just  cause  of  complaint  in  any  quarter.  Unt,  lliough 
this  is  an  undoubted  position,  vet  it  must  be  consid- 
ered in  connexion  with  the  circumstances  which 
have  been  made  to  surround  it.  The  resolulion  of 
notice  has  passed  the  oher  house  of  congress  with  a 
qualification,  or  adilitiou,  or  by  whatever  name  it 
should  be  called,  w  hich  changes  il  in  some  respect 
from  being  a  mere  naked  iioliee  of  termination.  It 
comes  vvilh  that  qualilicalion  or  condition  lor  adop- 
tion here.  Other  propositions  are  offered  in  the  sen- 
ate, and  arc  entertained  as  fil  subjects  of  considera- 
Iron. 

The  senator  from  Kentucky,  in  one  part  of  his 
speech,  says  thai  he  will  leave  the  entire  responsi- 
bilily  rif  tins  whole  controversy  where  the  constilu- 
lioii  has  pK.ced  it,  and  conicnds  that  those  who  have 
the  power  lo  conduct  the  foreign  diplomacy  of  the 
country  are  lespoiisible  lu  llie  ccuutry  and  to  Ihe 
world  for  Itie  manner  in  which  Ihey  shall  exercise 
that  power.  This  is  certainly  very  just,  hut  it  raises 
a  doubt  w  helher  we  ou^hi  to  do'more  Ibaii  simply 
to  give,  or  to  rcluse  to  nive,  the  naked  nmice.  But 
some  inodilicalion  of  tlie  mere  nakid  notice  has  heen 
I  made  already  in  tlie  oli.er  house;  and  there  is,  as  I 
,  believe,  a  conneliun  on  Ine  part  ol  a  lai-ge  majority 
of  Ifie  senate  thai  rt  should,  lo  a  ceriain  extent,  be 
qu.iltfied.  Now,  1  liold  mat,  under  these  circum- 
stances, we  liave  a  right  lo  know  in  what  point  of 
view  Ihe  txceutive  l.imsell  legards  Ihis  notice;  what 
are  the  eiius  he  has  in  vii-i\,  i.nd  what  are  the  conse- 
quemea  lu  which,  in  the  judgment  ol  llic  executive, 
llie  riuluo  Is  to  liaii. 

When  spckiiig  on  this  subject  some  six  weeks 
ago,  1  saiu  It  was  ii.osl  of-vious  thai  the  president 
cuuhl  not  expect  war;  Ueeunse  he  dnl  not  act  as  Ihe 
duel  magi-uate  ol  sueli  a  nation  must  ne  expected 
to  act,  ll,  chanjed  as  lie  was  w  nli  the  delenee  of  the 
couniiy,  he  eipecled  any  danger  ol   ils  ueiiig  assaul- 
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led  hy  llie  most  furmiilable  power  upon  earth.  I 
sliil  say  there  is  nothing  in  the  executive  conKncmi- 
calions  to  show  us  that  the  presiileiu  does  expert  a 
war.  He  must,  then,  expect  mUhinj;  lull  a  continu- 
ance of  the  present  dispute,  or  a  setlleirient  ol"  it  hy 
nejoliation.  13ut  how  is  il  lo  be  settled?  On  what 
term-?  On  what  b.isi-?  All  that  we  hear  is — "Ihe 
whole  of  Orejon  or  none."  .Ami  vet  there  is  to  be 
negotiation.  We  cannot  conceal  from  our>c!vi:s  or 
the  world  Ihe  gross  inconsistency  of  such  conduct. — 
It  is  the  spirit  of  the  whole  ne};oti;ilion,  on  our  part, 
that  Oregon  is  ours;  there  is  nolhms  like  admitling 
even  a  douht,  on  the  part  of  ourselves  or  others,  as 
to  that  position;  and  yet  we  are  lo  ne.iolialr!  Wh.il 
is  netjotiatioi .'  Does  any  pentleman  expect  that  Ilie 
adminisiration,  are,  by  ncnoiialion,  to  persuade 
Gnat  Britain  to  surrender  the  w  hole  of  wli;.l  she 
holilb  in  Oreg"ii.>  They  miij  flo  this;  I  cannot  say 
they  »  ill  not.  If  that  is  Iheir  expeclalnui,  let  them 
try  their  hand-  at  il;  I  wi>h  them  success.  That  is, 
—  1  wish  that  we  may  i!;et  'all  Oregon,"  if  we  cm; 
but  let  our  argutnents  be  fair,  and  let  us  settle  the 
qiiestion  reasonably- 

But  I  do  not  understand  the  posilion  ive  are  placed 
in.  The  ex>?cuiive  seems  to  be  lor  negoliation,  hut 
aaainst  taking  any  thing  but  ihe  whole  of  Oi  Cion. — 
VVnat  is  to  be  the  ground  of  negoiiMiion?  What  is 
_  the  basis  on  which  it  is  to  proceed.'  If  th-  exenilive 
has  made  up  his  mind  not  to  !r.  at  lor  less  than  Ihe 
whole,  he  should  say  so,  and  throw  himself  at  once 
on  the  two  houses  of  congress 

I  am  cntilltd  to  make  this  remark,  because  il  can- 
not be  disguised  that  the  pr  ibatde  ed'ect  of  Ihis  no- 
tice is  viewed  very  differently  by  very  inlelligent 
gentlemen,  all  fi  lends  of  Ilic  administrali  in,  on  this 
floor.  The  senator  from  Gcurgia  (Mr.  Colquiil;  re- 
gards it  as  a  inea-ure  tending  to  peace;  he  expects, 
hs  hopes  peace  from  it,  and  he  think- the  expression 
of  such  opinions  a*  he  avows  will  enahle  Ihe  adinin- 
islration  t..  secure  the  peace  of  the  counlry.  There 
are  cenaiu  ulher  gi-ntlemen,  and  among  thein  the 
honorable  senator  from  Michigan,  (.Mr  Cass,)  who 
are  much  less  ardi  nt  in  iheir  hopes  of  peace.  That 
senator's  impression  has  been,  thai,  if  we  pass  ihis 
notice,  there  is  a  |)os-,ibilil\  and  a  prospect  ul  a  war; 
and  so,  against  the  gcnllemanS  own  declarations  and 
disavowals,  his  speeches  generally  terminate  in  the 
expression  that  wur  is  ineviiable. 

Mr.  Crtss  here  rose,  amid  a  general  smile,  and  said, 
No,  [nineh  laughter,]  no;  1  ne»er  used  Ihe  word;  and 
1  beg  leave  to  contradict  the  statement,  i  have  been 
afraid  of  war.  This,  1  allow,  has  been  my  pisition, 
and  I  hope  1  shall  neilher  be  misunderstood  nor  mis- 
represented. I  do  ind  mean  lo  say  that  the  senator 
from  Ma^sachusetls  intends  lo  raisrepresenl  me 

Mr.  li'cbster. — Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Cuss  —What  I  said  .v  as,  that  we  were  called 
on  by  the  president  to  give  this  notice;  that  if  we 
gave  It,  and  there  was  no  negotialmn,  and  Cnglund 
did  not  recede,  anc  we  went  on  to  carry  cut  Ihe 
oti.er  measures  recommended  by  the  president,  tiial 
then  war  would  be  cerlain.  [A  laugh  ]  I  will  re- 
peat my  position.  1  say,  il  we  give  Ihis  notice,  and 
there  shall  be  no  negotiation;  and  if  England  adheres 
lo  her  pretensions,  and  we  go  on  lo  lake  possession 
of  Oregon    while   she    is    there    in    [lussesaion,  then 

Ihere  will   be gentlemen   men  use  any  term  they 

please.      [Much  men  iment.] 

.Mr.  Heb^ler. —  The  only  contingency  the  senator 
fears  is  that  Knglaiid  will  continue  her  claim  — 
Now,  1  would  a-k  the  honorable  senator  whether  he 
expects  that  England  will  ever  surrender  all  ol  Ore- 
gon to  any  power  on  earth? 

Mr.  Cass — 1  have  my  doubts  that  she  will.  1  ask- 
ed, as  I.  hg  ago  as  in  O'Uober  last,  when  she  had 
ever  relinquished  an)  claim  lo  teintury  she  ever  had 
set  up. 

Mr.  fVtbsltr — Exaellj  ;  and  it  cou  es  to  the  same 
thing.  The  gentleman  Ihmks  we  ;hall  not  recede, 
and  England  will  not  recede;  and,  then,  '.vhat  more 
likely  to  happen  than  a  wai?  It  i.  as  the  senator^ 
argument,  and  not  any  particular  expression  he  em- 
ployed, which  gave  me  the  idea  that  such  was  his 
impression  1  do  nul  charge  the  genlleman  with 
saying  that  "war  was  ineviiable;"  but  what  he  did 
say,  let  rings  in  my  ears,  and  on  every  return  of  the 
like  language  1  am  remmdeU  of  ihe  senlence  with 
which  the  R'unan  senator  ended  all  his  speeches, 
"DettnJiiest  Cailhago." 

1  am  desirous  ot  expressing  the  sentiment,  (with- 
out wishing  10  embarrass  the  administration;  if  ne- 
gotiations are  peiding  I  will  hold  my  tongue;  my 
tongue  shall  be  blistered  before  1   will  say  any  thing 
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pending;  bul  the  president  mu-l  see  the  eniuarrass- 
ment  under  which  vve  stand;  1  am  willmg  lu  aid  the 
admmistra  ion,  and  will  aid  ii  to  oblaiii  all  to  whicii 
«e  are  justly  enlilleO) — that  1  must  know  soinething 
of  the  news,  expecialions,  ends,  and  objcets  ol  the 
president  in  reeummendnig  this  notice.  1  cannot 
mucti    luDger  bo  quiet  la  llie  exi;>Liiig  poilure  of  ai- 


fairs;  when  no  measures  of  defence  are  recommend- 
ed lo  us.  hut  negoliatinn  is  held  out  as  likely  lo  bring 
the  question  to  a  settlement  bv  }^ngland's  givimi  up 
the  whole  matter  in  dispute.  My  doubt  of  that  is  as 
strong  as  that  cxprc^scrl  by  Ihc  senator  from  Miidii- 
gan,  (.Mr.  Cass.)  I  sav  here,  so  far  as  .iiy  own  kuou- 
ledge  goes,  thai  il  is  mil  Ihe  judgment  of  ihis  conn 
try^  that  il  is  not  Ihe  jiidg-nent  of  this  senale.  Ih-il 
the  government  of  the  (Jniled  Slates  shall  run  lie 
hazard  of  a  war  for  Oiegon,  hy  remmncin;  as  no 
longer  fit  for  consider, ilmn  proposilnius  made  hv 
oiir-elves  to  Gri-al  Hiilain  ihirly  ago,  ami  repeated 
again  and  again  to  ihe  world.  I  do  nol  i,peal(  of  any 
specilic  proposilion-,  hut  of  ihe  iieneral  idea,  of  the 
general  plan  so  ju-tly  suage-led  hy  the  «enator  from 
Missouri,  (.Mr.  fienton,)  ol  separating  llie  iniercsls 
of  British  subjects  and  American  ciliZ'-ns  bejond 
the  llocky  mounlains.  1  repeal  the  assertion  thai  il 
is  not  the  j'ulgment  of  ihis  countiy  that  we  are 
bound  to  reject  our  own  |iro[)osiiiiins,  made  fver  and 
over  again  Ihirly  and  Ivvenly  )e;irs  I  do  not  be- 
lieve thai  such 'is  the  judg  iieiil  of  Ihis  senate.  1 
have  Ihe  fullesl  hclicfllul  Ihe  proposilinns  proposed 
by  the  genlleman  iVmii  Georgia  concur  with  the 
views  of  a  l.irgc  noijniii)  of  this  body. 

[A  voice.     Yes,  of  two-thinN.] 

A  gentleman  near  me  says  of  Iwo-thirds  of  il;  and 
I    am    willing  to  try    lliat  questivin  to-day,  this  hour, 
this    minute;  lam    leadv    now   to  lake  ihe  queslion 
whether  this  diliicully  shall  or  shall  not  be  selilcd  by 
compromise.     Com|nomise    1    can    understand;   hiil 
'  negolialion,    with   a   fixed  resolution  lo  lake  and  nol 
t  to  giie,  wilh  a  predetermination  nol  lo  lake  le«.s  llian 
[  Ihe  w  hole,  is  w  hat  1  cannot  and  do  nol  iinderslana  in 
I  diplomacy.      1  wish  we  could  take  thai  question  now 
I — nol   for   the    pui  pose  of  gn  ing  information  in  any 
quarter,   but  1  wish  to  put  an  end  lo  the  present  dis 
I  iressiiig,  distiacling,  aiiitojing  stalcof  things    There 
t  are    many  thiiigs    we  should  altend  lo,  all  of  which 
I  are   greatly   and   malerially  embarrassed  by  the  pre- 
sent posilion  ol  Ihis  affair.      Il  is  proposed,  for  exam- 
ple, lo  remodel  the  tariH  ?     But  with  what  view?  To 
augment    revenue,    or    reduce    revenue?     If  it   is  to 
augment  the  revenue,  then  I  ask,  is  that  with  a  view 
to  vvair     If  it    is    lo    reduce  revenue,   then  I  a-k,  is 
that    wilh   a   view  to  peace?     How  can  vve  possitily, 
know    how    lo    act,     w  iihout   ihe    least    knowlolge 
whether    there  is  a  likelihood  of  the  continuance 'ol 
peace,  or  w  helher  vv  e  are  on  the  eve  of  an  outbreak 
ing  wai?     'I'lie   embarrassment  in  Ihe  private   alt'airs 
of  men  is  equally  pressing.     The  nation  po-sesses  a 
great  commeree.     Is'o.v   ii  is  easy  for  a  genlleman  lo 
say,  '  1  disregard  i  ommeice  on  a  qnesiion  of  nalion- 
al  honor."     Cio  do   1,   when  that  is  ihe  question.      II 
the    honor  of  my  counlrv    is  aitackcd,  1  will  say,  in 
the    memorable  langiMge  once  used  by  a  member  of 
the  other  house,  ''Perish  coumierce!"     Bul  these  are 
interests  not  to  be  trilled  wilh. 

Those  great  interests  of  this  country,  in  which  are 
involved  the  daily  bread  of  thousands  and  millions 
ol  men,  are  not  to  he  put  in  jeopardy  for  objects  not 
connected  in  reality  either  » ith  the  hoimr  or  llie 
substantial  inleiesis  of  the  country.  1  wish,  there- 
fore, soon  as  It  is  practicable,  lo  oht.iiii  an  expres 
sioii  of  the  opinion  ol  Ihe  seiiule.  Jf  il  shall  be  the 
opinion  ol  this  bony  that  it  is  best  to  give  the  nakeil 
notice  recommended  in  the  executive  message,  thai 
will  throw  the  responsibilily  upon  the  execuiive  to 
the  fullest  extent.  I  am  lor  gelling  a  question  eiiliei 
on  the  naked  notice,  or  on  noli,  e  in  some  modilied 
lorm,  such  as  shall  express  what  1  hciieve  lo  he 
the  judgmenl  hoili  of  ihc  senate  and  of  the  country. 

Air.  Bnese  said  that  he  lormerly  rose  simply  to 
propose  a  poslpunemeiil  of  llii-  question  until  next 
.Monday,  and  also  lo  utter  in  the  nieaiiahiie  a  reso 
luiion,  which  al  the  proper  time  he  ineaiit  to  iimvc 
as  a  substitule  lor  the  resolution  IVoiu  ine  house  ol 
represcnialives.  lie  Ihouglii  tlial  ihe  new  express- 
eu  uy  Ihe  senator  Irom  Missouii  was  perlecily  cor 
reel  as  lo  tlie  course  which  oughi  to  be  I'lirsued  in 
regard  to  amendments  ollered.  He  thought  il  was 
must  proper  to  offer  them  as  amendmenis  to  the  re 
solutiuii  liom  the  huu^e.  Bul  e.  hen  he  looked  al 
the  mass  of  amendments  whlcli  had  been  offered  he 
perceived  thai  Ihus  Ijr  |iarllanieiitai  y  rules  had  nol 
been  very  strictly  observed,  and  llurelore  he  had 
been  led  to  believe  Hut  they  would  not  be  prcs-ed  in 
his  own  ease.  He  IrusleU  that  the  same  courtesy 
Would  be  extended  lo  him  which  had  not  been  re- 
luseU  lo  otheis,  and  Ihat  the  amendment  would  be 
printed. 

Mr.  H'cbsler. —  By  all  means.     1  hope  it  will. 

Mr.  Bietsc,  resuming,  said  there  would  be  lound  a 
manliest  diilerence  between  the  amendment  be  had 
offered  ami  the  ameirUmenl  reporlcd  lo  the  secale 
Iruin  the  commitlee  on  loreign  lelations.  The  lai 
ter  proposed  lo  abiugate  only  Ihe  cunvenlion  of  IS'-i'i; 
Ins  piop.ised  lo  aorogale  Hie  conveniion  ol  1818,  ol 
which  Hie  ulher  was  bul  the  conlmualiun;  and  it 
wcnl  on  to  ileclare  thai  jltei  twelve  months  inai 
conveuiiun   bhuulu  be  cunsiueied  as  ubrogated.     Its 


language  was  rourleous.  brief,  and  poinled;  more 
over,   it  was  an  old   acquaintance  of  ihe  senale,  and 

hail  hern  discussed  in  this  chamber  two  years  ago. 

It  was  almost  wonl  for  word  Ihe  same  as  had  then 
been  proposed  He  thought  the  notice  ought  to  hi> 
given  wlihoni  any  condition  altached  hi  il.  So  fir 
as  the  action  if  the  executive  was  coneerned,  he 
h:id  nothing  t,.say.  Tl  e  administration  conlil  com- 
municate this  lo'tiee  in  any  muiner  tliev  thoui;ht 
best.  No  ilmiht  il  could  be  done  in  a  manner  Ihe 
most  conrteo  s.  The  res,,|,iii,,||  |i<pir,  |,,,wever, 
ought   to   be   wilhoul  c,.ii.lili.,n,  but  direct  ai  d  posji 


Mr.  B 


id  he  C( 


I  in  mnchnf  what  had  been 
taid  by  the  senator  from  Kentucky.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve ihere  was  anv  necessity  for  votim;  on  thi, 
qnesiion  lo  day  cr  to-morrow.  On  Ihe  conlrarv  he 
Ihoneht  that  the  whole  disciissimi  might  lo  be'ex- 
hau'led  before  the  senale  proceeded  to  a  vole.  In 
dei'idingoii  hi--  own  course,  he  slnuihl  nol  slop  to 
consider  what  might  be  the  opinion  of  anv  nalion  be- 
jond Ihc  wau-rs.  On  Ihissnhj.  rl  he  had' been  much 
pleased  wilh  ihe  manly  and  spirited  remarks  of  ihe 
senator  from  Kentnck'y,  (Mr.  Crittenden  )  He  had 
rea'^ons  which  he  was  desirous  lo  give  why  he  could 
not  vole  for  the  ri.s„|„ii,„i  „r  Uie  genlleman  from 
Georgia,  (.Mr  C.di|iiiii  )  The  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Wehsiei)  appeared  lo  think  thai  that 
residiitinn  would  command  the  voles  of  two  thirds 
of  the  simale. 

Mr.  ll'tbflCT.  —  ]  rlid  not  say  of  two.third«;  1  snid 
and  siill  heheve.  Ihat  it  will  command  the  v.'les„f  a 
large  majority  of  ihe  senate. 

Mr.  Bietse  resumed— It  was  not  the  senaior  from 
.Massachiisclts,  but  another,  who  said  thai  the  re- 
solulion  woiilil  command  the  votes  of  two  thirdi  of 
this  body.  Mr  B.  could  not  believe  that  Uvo  thirds 
of  this  sen.iie  ever  could  be  got  to  record  llieir  na..  es 
in  favor  of  such  a  p'oposiliim  as  thai  which  con-li- 
tuted  the  latter  part  of  the  rcsolulion  of  the  u'enllc- 
man  from  Georgia.  He  never  could  believe  this  till 
he  actually  -aw  il. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  wished  to  be  understood  as  repre- 
senting on  this  siihjeel  the  wishes  and  sentiments  of 
the    people  u(   Illinois.      They    never    would,    un.ler 

I  any  circumstances,  consent  to  place  this  qiiesdon  in 

I  such  a  position  as  should  oblige  the  executive  t.i  sur- 
render any  part  of  the  Oregon  territory.  Mr.  Ii. 
would  nol  agree  to  any  negoliation.   The  ca-e  would 

I  be  very  awkward  as  ii  appeared  in  the 
deuce— first  lo  w  iihdiaw  our  oiler  of  .19, 
cue  Ihat  we  had  a  rii'it  to  the  whole  ter'rilorv  npio 

I  Ihe  Russian  line,  and  then  liope  to  settle  the  matter 
by    negotiation.      How   was  it  possible?     He   did  not 

I  believe  it  was  possible,  and  he  did  not  wish  that  anv 
such  effort  should  be  made.      He  wished  that  ihe  iio- 

I  lice   should   be  given   naked  and  without  con.Jition. 

I  and  then  that  we  should  go  on  ami  adopt  other  mea- 
sures recommended  hy  the  president,  and  then  we 
should  reach  a  point  where  our  claims  lo  Ore-'on 
must  be  as-erted  or  abandoned,  and  then  the  iieno 
of  this  nation  would  be  tested. 

He  did  agree  wilh  those  senators  who  considererl 
it  as  the  first  duty  of  the  senate  lo  preserve  peace: 
lie  held  that  our  first,  and  highest,  and  paramount 
duly  WHS  the  proieG+i-.m-of  our  rights  and  of  the  n.i- 
iional  honor.  If,  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty,  war 
should  come,  let  il  come;  the  American  people  were 
ready  to  meet  it.  He  was  himself  not  at  all  anxious 
on  the  fohjecl;  Ibr  he  did  not  heiieve  that  there  could 
be  a  war.  He  woniil,  hoivev,  r,  endeavor  lo  present 
his  views  al  length  liereafter,  should  his  nKilioii  for 
poslpnnemei.l  pievail. 

[The  debate  was  continued  by  .Messrs.  Cjlqiiitl 
and  Allen  ] 

Mr.  CnilKiun  then  rose  ami  s^id,  it  is  very  obvious 
Ihat  the  gnat  queslmii  involved  lu  this  matter  is 
Ihi-:  Can  the  coniroversy  between  us  and  Great  Bri- 


iirrespo 


tain  be  settled  by  negotiation  and  compron 
It  to  be  settled  by  an  assertion  of  our  iii;hl  to  the 
entire  territory,  and  an  appeal  lo  arms?  VVhatever 
doubts  have  heretofore  existed  upon  this  point,  Ihere 
can  be  none  after  the  declaration  of  to-day,  that  Ibis 
IS  the  real  qnesiion  involved.  A  question  of  grcaic  r 
momeni  never  has  been  presented  to  congress  from 
the  days  of  the  Rev.ilution  lo  the  present.  Sir.  1 
hold  it  eminently  desirable  that  the  senale  should 
make  an  expicsMon  of  their  opinion  upon  this  im- 
portant  matter.  1  cannol  believe  Ihat  there  is  a  sin- 
gle senaior  who  has  not  made  up  hii;  mind  upon  it, 
or  who  can  hesitate  to  respond  yea  or  nay,  when  the 
question  is  pul  in  the  form  of  "an  amendment  lo  the 
lesolution.  Sir,  I  hold  it  important  that  they  should 
respond.  It  is  necessary  to  know  the  sense  of  this 
body,  in  order  to  giii.le  our  future  legislation.  If  wo 
ineau  to  maintain  our  title  hy  force  of  arms,  lei  us 
begin,  let  us  lay  aside  all  other  things;  and  lei  me 
say,  if  geiillemen  do  not  begin  w  ith  the  necessary 
measures  before  involving  Ihe  country  in  a  war,  you 
are  most  likely  to  be  d|scomfited;and  foremost  among 
those  important  measures  are  those  relating  lo  vour 


10 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  7,  1846— THE  OREGON  QUESTION. 


finances.  Sir,  i  huld  il  Id  be  desirable  !o  guide  Ihe 
busine.ss  men  of  'he  country.  They  kimw  nol  what 
to  do,  nor  have  they  known  for  Ihe  last  three  inoi;llis. 
The  properly  uf  lliousands  have  been  periled,  and 
millions  upon  millions  have  been  loat.  Sir,  there 
ouoht  to  be  an  end  to  this  state  of  excitement.  With 
due  deference  to  the  executive,  and  without  intend- 
ing  the  slightest  disrespect,  I  must  say  I  greatly  re- 
gret that  it  has  been  left  in  the  state  of  uncertainly 
it  has.  Sir,  I  deem  it  to  be  iinporlant,  and  1  speak 
it  tt'ilhoiit  hesitation  on  this  point,  that  it  should  be 
passed  ihis  very  day  ;  because,  whatever  our  decision 
is,  it  is  dii-irahle  in  my  opinion  that  it  should  reach 
the  oilier  side  of  the  Atlantic  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Sir,  1  believe  from  the  beginning  uf  Ihe  session 
that  Ihe  great  question  of  peace  and  war  depended 
upon  this  body — upon  your  gravity,  your  wisdom, 
and  your  patriotism;  and  1  trust  such  a  response  will 
be  given  litis  very  day  as  will  quiet  the  tears  of  mil- 
lions on  boih  sides  of  the  Allanliu.  Sir,  1  entertain 
the  most  courteous  feelings  towards  the  senator  from 
Illinois,  and  1  would  indulge  him  wilh  the  time  he 
requires,  if  I  could  consistently  with  my  iluty.  And 
let  me  say  to  the  senator  that  a  slight  difference  in 
mere  phraseology  can  be  of  little  consequence,  so 
far  as  great  questions  are  concerned;  as  it  is  not 
proposed,  1  presume,  to  go  further  than  to  try  the 
sense  of  the  senate  upon  this  amendment  at  this 
time,  and  hereafter  he  will  have  an  o[iportuoitj  to 
express  his  views  lo  whatever  extent  he  wishes. 

Mr.  Ilnnneguii  said    he    did  iioL  desire  lo  protract 
the  discussion,  but  he  rose  simply  to  ask  the  consent 
of  the  senate   that  he   might  lay  upon  the  table  an. 
have  printed    a  resolution   which  he  intended,  at  llie 
proper  lime,  to  offer  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  senator    from  Georgia,      ile  assured  the 
senate  that  his    feelings  were  with  that  senator,  and 
that  he  regarded  all   his  measures  wilh  prulound  re- 
spect.    Bui  he  was  induced  to  ofler  lliis  ainendinent 
by  the  language  which  had  fallen  from  him  today. — 
He    had    known    that   senator  inlimalely  since   the 
cominenceiiieiit  of  his  services  in  congress,  and  there 
were  old  allachments  existing  between  them  which 
he    trusted    would    not   be  severed.     He  otlered  this 
amendment  as   meeting  completely  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  the  senator.     His  amendment  was,  first, 
to  strike  out  all  after  the  words  "present  session,"  in  i 
the  lirst   section  of  the  senator's  rcsolulion,  and  liisj 
object  was  to  avoid,  if  possible,  what  all  genllemcn 
must  desire  to  avert,  ihe  call  of  an  exira  session  of  1 
congress.      His  amendment  nexl   proposed  to  strike  : 
out,  ill  the  second  section,  all  after  Ihe  u  ord  "com- 
promise," (the  word  "negotiation"  he  would  leave  to 
gratify  the  senator,)  and  ii  sell  the  lollowing:  "f  ,o- [ 
vided.  That  no  portion  of  said  territory  shall  be  sur-  j 
rendered  to  the  go vernmcnl  of  Grcjt Britain  lo  which  } 
the  United  States  has  the  best  title."    Hl-  undersluud  I 
the  senator  from  Georgia  to  be  willing  lo  go  for  this 
amendmeut,  and    he  asked  the  consent  of  the  senaie  1 
that  II  miglii  be  printed. 

Mr.  //aiiiitjan's  proposition  would,  therefore,  malce  ! 
the  amendment  read  as  follows:— 

"That  notice  be  given,  in  lernis  of  the  treaty,  for 
abroijating  the  convention  made  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  United  States  on  the  twenlrlh  of  Oulo- 
ber,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighlecii,  ai.d  continued 
by  the  convention  of  eiiihteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven,  [immediately  alter  the  clo^e  of  the  present 
session  of  congress,  unless  the  president,  in  Ins  dis- 
cretion, shall  consider  it  expedient  to  d..-fer  it  to  a 
later  period.) 

"Skc.  2,  .iml  be  itj'urtlur  resolved.  That  it  is  earn- 
estly desired  Ihal  the  long  slaniling  conlioversy  in 
relation  lo  Ihe  Oregon  territory  be  speedily  settled 
by  negotialiun;  I'ruviJed,  'I'lial  no  porliuii  ol  said  ter- 
ritory shall  be  surrendered  to  Ihe  governi.inil  of 
Great  Biitain  to  wliieii  the  Uiiiled  .Suilcs  has  ihc 
best  title." 

Mr.  Crillendcn  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  prolonging  ihe  discussion,  but  to  ndieve  himself 
from  a  misapprehension  of  his  remarks  on  the  pan 
of  Iho  senaior  Irom  Illinois,  who  had  very  eurneslly 
declared  llial  he  dillered  entiiely  Iruin  the  senator 
from  Kentucky  in  tiic  senliment  vihiehhohad  ex- 
pressed, Ihal  It  was  one  ol  our  greatest  duties  lo 
preserve  the  peace  ol  the  country  j  iljji  ii  was 
our  Jitst  duly  lo  preserve  llie  peine  ol  llie  eouii- 
Iry.  riic  gmlknian  declared  Ihal  he  dillered 
entirely  from  that  sentiment.  Then  (conlinued  Mr. 
C.)  1  am  obliged  lo  mler  that,  if  the  gentleman  dil- 
feib  from  me,  he  misuiidcrsiands  my  meaning.  Did 
the  gentleman  undeisiand  me  as  saying  Unit,  in  or 
dcr  lo  preserve  peace,  1  «oiild  saeriliee  the  honor 
onil  inlercslB  ol  the  i;ouiilr>?  Tii^l  il  was  our  lirsl 
duty  to  preserve  peace  al  any  saenliei.- 

Mr  IJrccxe.     Certainly  ii.,t. 

Mr.  tVidfni/eii.  It,  llieii,  jicaee  can  lie  preserved 
consislenily  with  the  honor  and  iiileiesls  ui  Uie  i-ouii- 
try,  1  ask  him  if  he  dill'eri  .vilh  ine? 

(ir.  lireae.  Ci.rluiiily  not.  Uut  1  hold  that  our 
first  duly  ii  to  proserve  all  the   ruhlt  of  liie  couii- 


I  try;  and  if,  while  preserving  those  rights,  we  can 
preserve  peace,  1  hold  it  to  be  our  duty  to  do  so. 
I  -Mr.  Cotquilt.  One  remark,  by  way  of  returning 
thanks  to  the  senaior  from  Indiana.  And,  first,  let 
me  stale  that,  from  the  manner  in  which  he  presents 
liis  amendment,  he  seems  to  conclude  that  we  be- 
[  lieve  the  line  lobe  settled  at  54°  lUV  Now,  how 
are  we  lo  decide  upon  this  pninl?  The  executive 
says  Ihat  our  title  is  clear  up  to  that  line;  but  the 
'  executive  of  this  country  is  not  the  sole  tribunal  by 
which  that  question  is  to  be  determined.  The  sena- 
tor seems  to  assume  the  president's  judgment  alone 
to  bo  conclusive  upon  a  question  of  our  title  to  the 
whole;  hut  that  is  the  very  qiieslion  in  dispute.  We 
insist  that  ours  is  the  best  title;  lliey  insist  that 
theirs  is  the  best.  Hence  we  disagree,  and  the  whole 
dispute  rests  just  where  it  did  before  the  president 
made  his  declaration.  And  whether  we  are  to  com- 
pel our  adversaries  to  take  our  adjudication  of  our 
rights,  that  is  the  question. 

Mr.  Iluiincgan.  My  proposition  is  very  brief, 
simple,  explicit.  Every  senator  understands  it.  Il 
provides  against  the  surrender  of  any  portion  which 
is  ours;  and  I  ask  the  senator  from  Georgia  if  he  is 
willing  lo  say  here  that  he  will  vote  for  the  surren- 
der of  one  foot  of  American  soil  under  the  arrogant 
demand  of  any  power  on  earth?  Is  not  the  Ameri- 
can public  the  great  tribunal  that  will  determine  the 
question.'  I  hold  Ihat  the  sentiments  which  fell  to- 
day from  the  illustrious  senator  from  Massachusetts, 
and  which  alone  will  carry  his  name  lo  ihe  very 
frontiers  of  time,  that  his  "longue  should  blister  be- 
fore he  would  argue  against  the  American  title 
pending  negotiations,"  was  worthy  of  the  represen- 
tative  of  Massachusetts  in  her  proudest  and  best 
days.  I  am  opposed  to  arbilration.  1  am  opposed 
to  the  views  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  to  whose 
remarks,  however,  1  listened  with  peculiar  pleasure; 
bul  there  was  one  Englishman  to  whom,  if  living,  1 
would  submit  the  question  without  liesitalion,  and 
Ihat  man  was  Lord  Camden. 

Mr.  Johnton,  of  ftlaryland,  said  it  was  nol  his  pur- 
pose to  engage  in  the  debate.  He  rose  merely  to 
put  an  inquiry  lo  the  chairman  of  the  commiitee  on 
foreign  relations — an  inquiry  which  he  deemed  call- 
ed  fur  by  the  remarks  which  fell  from  that  gentle- 
man. He  was  sure  thai  the  senaior  would  see,  what 
the  whole  public  sees  and  feels,  Ihat  il  was  exceed- 
ingly desirable  that  the  public  should  be  informed, 
as  far  as  could  consistently  wilh  the  public  interests, 
what  was  the  delerminaiion  of  the  executive  in  re- 
gard to  this  question.  The  inquiry  which  he  wished 
10  propound  to  ihe  senator  had  been,  in  his  judg- 
ment, lendered  necessary  by  the  declaration  of  the 
senator,  that,  when  the  president  oH'ered  to  settle 
the  dispute  upun  the  parallel  of  49<i,  he  did  it  ex- 
clusively in  compliance  wilh  oilers  of  the  same  de- 
seriplion  whicli  had  been  made  by  his  predecessors, 
and  111  deference  to  their  judgment,  and  when  he 
asserted,  as  he  did,  that  our  lillc  was  clear  and  uii 
disputable,  which  opinion  he  still  retains,  mat  he  de- 
clared his  determination  to  fall  back  and  lake  no- 
thing short  of  5-1"  -lU'.  He  understood  the  senator  to 
add,  that  he  fell  authiriZ'id  to  say  that  there  had 
been  no  shade  or  shadow  of  turning  in  the  mind  of 
the  executive.  The  inquiry  which  he  wished  to  put 
to  llie  eliairinan  of  the  cominillee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, standing  in  the  relation  lo  the  president  which 
was  calculated  lo  make  Ihe  community  believe  that 
he  was  advised  of  Ihe  precise  views  of  the  president, 
was  tills,  Whether  he  was  authorized  to  say  that  the 
preshlenl  would  refuse  lo  negotiate  uiion  any  terms 
shurl  of  5-)'J  4U'. 

Mr  Mleii  said  that  he  did  not  consider  that  he  had 
ever  been  embarrassed  in  his  life,  and  he  never 
would  he,  under  whalever  ciicumslances  he  might 
be  placed;  because,  having  but  one  moiive  in  view, 
and  that  the  public  good,  he  should  aKvaya  act  wilh 
slricl_  lelereiice  lo  Ihat  motive.  The  I'residenl  of 
the  Uiiiled  Slates  had  a  consliliilional  mode  of  mak- 
ing his  seiitiments  known  to  congress,  and  that  was 
by  his  ollicial  eommuiiications.  He  had  resorted  to 
that  cunsliiulioiial  mode,  and  had  laid  upon  their  ta- 
ble 111  unequivocal  language  his  views  of  the  whole 
mailer.  Instead,  thereluie,  of  asking  him  what  the 
i.iesid.  Ill  meuiil,  the  senator  would  do  more  wisely 
lo  coi  suit  Ihe  record  on  Ihe  table.  What  he  did  say, 
and  what  he  was  authorized  to  say,  was,  that  froiu 
the  posilioii  assumed  by  the  presidJnt  in  his  message, 
as  recorded  in  their  journal,  ho  had  not  swerved  in 
senlimenl  or  opinion  one  sin.;le  iota  The  senator 
would  hardly  believe,  ho  was  sure,  that  il  was  his 
duly,  if  It  were  in  his  power,  to  answer  the  qmrslion 
aslowhal  the  piesidenl  would  in  luluro  do  in  re- 
gard lo  the  iiegoiialions.  The  senator  would  hardly 
eipeet  Ihe  president  himself  lo  answer  Ihe  question. 
Ihehcnale  bad  always  taken  piecaulions  against 
such  (jueslions  by  iiicorporatmg  in  resolutions  ul  in- 
quiry a  saving  clause,  if,  in  his  judgment,  the  cor- 
respondence could  he  laid   belore  the  public  wilh  a 


just  reference  to  Ihe  public  interests.  He  had  said 
nothing  more  in  regard  to  Ihe  views  of  the  president 
than  their  records  showed,  wherein  his  opinions 
were  amply  expressed.  He  had  said,  and  he  re- 
peated, that  the  proposition  lo  run  the  line  at  491 
was  offered  in  deference  to  w  hat  had  been  done  by 
his  predecessors,  and  that  it  was  nol  a  thing  ema- 
nating from  his  own  free  will.  He  had  said  further, 
that,  having  withdrawn  the  proposition,  he  re-assum- 
ed the  ground  of  bis  originally  entertained  opinion, 
by  re-asserting  our  claims  and  our  title  up  to  the 
Russian  boundary. 

Mr.  I'ennybackfr  made  a  few  remarks  which  were 
scarcely  audible  in  ihe  gallery,  in  support  of  the 
notice,  declaring  that  he  would  vote  for  it  as  a 
means  of  accomplishing  a  very  desirable  result,  viz: 
the  final  settlement  of  the  controversy.  He  saw  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  president  would  not  take 
anything  short  of  54°  40';  for  alihough  the  secreta- 
ry had  demonstrated  that  our  title  was  clear,  yet  in 
the  same  letter  the  proposition  was  made  that  the 
matter  should  be  adjusted  by  a  line  at  the  49lh  pa- 
rallel. The  consequence  of  declaring  our  title  to 
the  whole  wuuld  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  to 
enlarge  the  basis  of  negotiation. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  .\laryland,  said  it  was  far  from  his 
purpose  in  propounding  ihe  question  which  he  had 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions to  give  him  any  embarrassment.  His  single 
purpose  was  lo  ascertain  whether  the  senaie  and  the 
country  were  to  understand  that  llie  senaior  intended 
lo  announce  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
would  adhere  lo  the  detennination  announced  on  the 
2d  December.  He  was  of  course  nol  very  i\ell  ad- 
vised in  matters  of  this  description,  but  he  had  been 
taught  to  believe  that  a  gentleman  occupying  his  po- 
sitioD  was  possessed  of  information  more  direct  than 
any  other  senator.  He  understood  now  Ihat  the  se- 
uator  professed — and  what  he  professed  was  of 
course  the  irutii — to  be  in  possession  of  no  informa- 
tion other  than  that  open  to  all  the  body,  and  he 
begged  leave,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  correct- 
ing (so  far  as  any  remarks  as  his  could  correct) 
what  came  from  so  distinguished  a  source — he  would 
beg  leave  to  read  that  portion  of  the  message  relat- 
ing lo  this  subject.  [Here  Mr.  J.  read  from  the 
message.]  Now,  he  would  put  il  to  the  senator  and 
to  the  country  whether,  if  the  president  meant  what 
he  said,  he  would  nut  now,  as  ihen,  settle  the  ques- 
tion upon  the  forty-ninth  parallel?  Would  he  ever 
have  dune  so,  unless  convinced  that  il  would  com- 
port wilh  the  lionur  of  the  nation?  And  if  he  was 
convinced  that  honor  and  duty  demanded  that  com- 
promise, what  has  arisen  to  change  his  belief,  and  to 
lead  him  now  to  refuse  to  negotiate  upon  those 
lerms? 

Mr.  Cass  said  he  would  nol  occupy  the  time  of  the 
senate;  he  knew  their  impatience,  but  il  was  a  very 
grave  topic.  Events  were  closing  around  us;  diffi- 
culties which  he  had  foreseen  since  the  moment 
when  he  had  read  the  president's  message  were  now 
making  themselves  fell.  Every  day  our  position  be- 
coming more  critical.  The  horiorahle  senator  Iroiii 
South  Carolina  urged  the  adopuon,  the  immediate 
adoplion  of  the  resolution,  to  the  exclusion  ol  all 
other  business;  and  whj?  Was  it  lo  operate  upon  the 
president?  li  seemed  to  him  not.  The  president  had 
nalurally  the  control  ul  the  aclion  ol  the  govern- 
ment in  this  controver.sy.  Congiesswas  powerless 
as  far  as  direct  negLiialion  was  concerned. 

The  honorable  senator  seemed  anxious  that  the 
action  of  the  senate  upon  the  quesiion  should  take 
place  forlhwilh,  in  order  that  it  might  go  lo  England; 
and  why?  We  ivere  inoving  in  a  charmed  circle. — 
Why  should  il  go  to  England?  Was  it  lo  invite  Eng- 
land lo  make  another  proposition?  The  senaior  knew 
Ihal  the  senaie  was  utterly  powerless;  Ihat  a  decla- 
ration from  them  would  be  iiolhing  before  the  Bri- 
tish government.  But  the  senaior  desired  that  ne- 
gotiation and  compromise  should  be  proceeded  with. 
Why,  if  the  Eritish  government  were  disposed  to 
make  a  proposition  for  compromise,  they  would  do 
so  without  wailing  for  any  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
congress;  and  he  must  say  that  It  seemed  lo  him  in 
exceedingly  bad  taste. 

Mr.  CVil/ioiiii,  iiiiei posing,  said  he  hoped  the  ho- 
norable senator  woulo  allow  him  to  observe  that  he 
had  narrowed  down  the  proposition,  and  omitted 
the  very  point  nlirch  he  had  made,  viz:  that  the  bu- 
siness of  the  country  would  be  materially  injured  by 
the  continuance  of  uncertainty  in  relation  to  this 
great  quesiion.  He  was  not  the  negotiator,  and  what 
conditions  might  be  proposed  by  England  he  was  not 
prepare!  to  i-;\y.  But,  since  he  was  upon  his  feet, 
he  would  make  a  single  remark.  From  the  begin- 
ning It  had  been  his  impression,  whether  thai  im- 
pression were  right  or  wrong,  that  the  government 
of  Great  Britain  would  never  take  a  definite  posi- 
lioii unul  there  had  been  action  on  the  pari  of  con- 
gress; and  he  thought  it  was  of  the  utmost  import- 
anrn  that  the  questiun  il-.onld  be  "peedily  settled. 
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M.-.  Cass,  ri'siiniiag.  'aiii  he  hnd  snppo-^inl  (iic  ii.i- ^  I'.i-  ihc  rigius  o!  lii*  c>u:i;rv,  iv,is  hootud  ai  liv^E../;- 
norable  senator's  mollve  had  been  loutided  upon  p'l- 1 'iinii.  L^l  us  not  pursue  that  course.  But  Sir  R. 
liliral  grounds  a"<l. '"  <liat  view,  he  ..ould  remark  ,  Peel  should  further  say,  Mr.  Pakcnhara,  you  must 
that  he  would  be  actuated,  as  l"ara5  he  was  nnnncrn-  {  return  home;  you  have  undertaken  to  determine  a 
ed,  by  no  desire  to  draiv  from  England  an  oiler  to  ;  point  whiih  your  government  alone  ought  to  deter- 
negotiate  by  any  action  on  the  part  of  congress.  It  i  mme,  and  therefore  it  is  better  for  your  country 
would  he  of  no  pratical  benefit.     .And  if  you  make'  that  you  return. 

a  declaration,  (continued  Mr.  C.,)  you  are'iireci^iel)  |  Mr.  President,  for  myself  I  repeat  again,  the  mo- 
where  you  were  before.  It  does  not  at  all  settle  the  i  ment  I  read  the  president's  message  containing  f  mr 
busmcss;  it  does  not  disclose  to  your  oivn  citizens  propositions  relalmg  to  this  matter,  1  foresaw  dilli- 
any  certainty  in  relation  to  the  final  disposition  of!  cullies;  I  foresaw  whore  the  matter  ivoiild  be  at  this 
this  question,  because  the  whole  matter  still  de- i  time,  and  we  must  now  come  to  the  test  alluded  lo 
pends  upon  negotiations.  So  far  as  that  ell'ect  is  to  ,  by  the  senator  from  Illinois,  and  determine  what 
be  produced,  it  can  only  be  by  a   termination  of  dif-  |  shall  be  our  ultiniale  course. 

ficiillies,  or  such  a  course  as  will  lead  lo  a  termina- 1  Now  1  do  not  undertake  to  say  what  offer  Great 
tion.  So  I  do  not  see  how  the  conveying  of  such  ;  Rrilain  will  make,  or  what  this  country  will  accept, 
intelligence  to  Europe  as  the  senator  proposes  can  i  1  neither  know  or  ask  what  proposition  there  will 
affect  the  question;  and  1  mii't  repeat  again  that  it  j  be,  or  whether  there  will  be  any,  but  1  say  for  iny- 
sccms  to  me  in  bad  taste.  What  would  we  think  of '  self,  as  the  fifty-fi.urih  of  this  body,  that  England 
a  resolution   passing  the  house  of  commons  declar- '  niust  make  a  more  liberal   offer,  or  I  am  afraid  that 


ing  that  Great  Britain  was  in  favor  of  negotiaiionsr 
I  concur  with  the  senator  from  Kentucky  that  the 
prc-ident  has  constitulionally  the  direction  of  Ihe 
affair;  and  i  would  not  take  from  him  one  iota  of  his 
responsibility.  Let  him  go  on.  His  course  is  bef)re 
him  under  the  constitution;  and  let  us  act  when  it 
becomes  necessary  that  we  should  act. 

But  now  su[>pose  that  this  resolution  be  adopted, 
and  suppose  it  is  forwarded  to  Europe.  Four  limes 
olreadv  has  this  government  offered  to  Great  I3i  itain 
to  compromise  upon  the  49lh  parallel,  and  f  nir  limes 
h.is  that  offer  been  refused;  tiie  last  lime  rather  in- 
digiiaiilly  refused,  and  it  «  as  then  withdrawn.     And 


greater  difficulties  will  ensue. 

Mr.  Bffcic  suggesle.l  ilie  propriety  of  deferring  the 
i  furlher  discussion  of  ific  question. 


MR.    DIX'S     SPEECH. 

IN  SENATE.  FEB.    18,    1846. 


Mr.  Dix,  said:  In  entering  on  the  debate  of  the 
important  snhjeit  befire  the  senate,  he  felt  con- 
strained lo  (lilier  in  opinion  from  two  honorable  se- 
nators who  had  preceded  him  in  regard  to  Ihe  man- 
ner in  which  its  discussion  should  be  conducted.  He 
.  referred  to  the  senator  from  Ohio  (Mr  Allen)  and 
I  niu-t  eonfess  that,  after  reading  the  speech  of  Sir  j  L(,e  senator  from  Delaware,  now  in  his  seat.  (  Mr. 
Robert  Peel  in  the  British  parliament,  1  ajn  at  a  loss    Clayton.)     Tiiey  both  assumed  in  equally  strong  laii- 


tiow  to  reconceile  the  professions  of  the  British  go- 
vrnmeiil  with  tli^  course  pur.,iied  by  their  minister 
here.  1  suppjse  that  no  minister  would  take  on 
himself  to  refuse  a  proposition,  unless  he  had  speci- 
fic instructions  to  do  so,  witho'it  referring  th.'it  pro- 
position to  his  government.  .Mr.  Pakenham  must 
have  had  general  or  pacific  innriiclions,  or  he  thuught 
he  knew  the  determination  of  his  government  so 
well  that  It  was  useless  to  consult  them.     I  consider 


that  the  question  of  our  title  lo  Oregon 
not  to  be  drawn  into  this  debate,  but  for  very  differ- 
rent  reasons:  the  seiieator  from  Ohio  because  the 
time  for  thai  discussion  had  gone  by;lhe  senator  from 
Delaware  because  it  had  not  yet  a'rrncd.  With  all 
the  unfeigned  respect  which"  he  felt ''or  both  these 
gentlemen,  he  miisl  beg  leave  to  dissent  from  both 
their  positions,  lie  was  constrained  to  regard  the 
qtiesliimas  to  our  lights  in  Oregon  as  one  on  which  the 


it,  upon   the   whole,  one   of  the    most  singular  facts  I  propriety   of  adopting   tt,e  measure  now  proposed  to 
that  has  taken  place    in  diplomacy;    while,  after  all,    the  senate  must  pecdiarly  and  eminently  depend 
the   British   minister  remains    here,  notwithstanding        What  was  the  proposition  before  the  senate.'     W 
the  disavowal  of  his  proceedings,  and,  as  far  as  we    ■     ■  ■    ■ 
know,  is  likely  to  remain. 

Now,  then,  Mr.  President,  what  right  have  you  to 
siippo>e  that  the  British  government  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, will  be  influenced  in  their  conuiict  by 
your  offer  to  compromise.'  I  do  not  say  they  will  not, 
but,  without  retracing  their  sieps  before  the  world, 
without  gainsaying  much  they  have  said,  without  re- 
linquishing much  that  they  have  claimed,  wiihout 
abandoning  much  that  they  have  demanded,  wiihout 
retracing  their  steps  before  the  world,  and  doing 
what  a  proud  nation  does  with  great  reluctance,  I 
cannot  ste  bow  the  ditlicully  is  to  he  avoided.  That 
is  all. 

However  we  may  differ  as  to  the  line  of  bounda* 
ry,  whether  it  should  be  at  the  49lh  or  54th  degree 
— and  I  l.ave  nut  heard  any  American  say  llial  ue 
should  give  her  south  of  49'* — you  do  not  even  find 
that  that  is  acknowledged  by  Great  Britain  as  a  just 
and  proper  boundary.  I  have  yet  to  hear  the  first 
American  say  that  he  will  yield  lo  Great  Britain  a 
foot  south  of  that  line.  And  now,  in  tlie  first  place, 
suppose  you  send  this  notice  :o  England,  Willi  the 
offer  to  compromise  so  as  to  effect  an  adjiisiinent  be 
Iween  the  two  countries,  the  oftar  for  all  practical 
purposes  might  as  well  come  from  the  comm  .n  coun- 
cil of  the  city  of  VVasliinglon.  Jl  docs  not  indicate 
what  the  course  of  the  govermuent  is  to  he;  it  is  a 
mere  declaration  of  our  opinion  that  negotiation  and 
compromise  should  lake  plaec. 

A  good  deal  has  been  said  wilh  respect  to  the  lan- 
guage employed  hy  Mr.  Buchanan.  1  lake  it  myself, 
that  there  is  a  good  deal  in  diplomatic  c  rrespon- 
dence  m  the  terniinalion  of  a  leller,  and  1  lake  for 
granted  that  when  iMr.  Buchanan  says  ttial  he  hopes 
negotiation  and  compromise  will  take  place,  that  he 
does  hope  so.  So  does  the  queen,  in  ilie  language  of 
her  speech  to  [larliament,  \\  hndi  means  much  or  no- 
thing. But  who  adduces  aiiythini:  Irom  thai?  And 
I  must  say  that  the  language  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  is 
dignified  and  slatesmaulikc.  He  says  Mr.  Pakenham 
tbould  have  transimtted  ihe  proposition  to  Ins  gu- 
Ternmeni,  so  that  it  might  lead  to  somelliing  else. — 
Well,  in  the  name  uf  common  sen^e,  why  does  it 
not  lead  to  something  else  now,  if  Sir  Robert  Peel 
is  as  sincere  in  this  matter  as  he  piofessts  lo  be.' — 
The  declaration  is  made  in  a  lii^h  place.  If  Ihat 
declaration  is  made  with  the  siiicerily  of  a  man  ol 
honor,  he  has  but  one  course  to  take;  and  that  is.  to 
recall  Mr.  Pakenham,  though  1  have  no  doubt  that 
he  was  faithful  lo  his  duty. 

I  kuovv  a  case  where  a    representative  of  this  go- 


had  it  in  various  shapes:  it  was  to  give  to  Great  Bri- 
tain notice  that  the  convention  between  the  British 
and  American  governmenls  in  regard  to  the  occapa- 
lion  of  Osegon  should  after  twelve  months  cease  and 
delermine.  ll  was  not  to  be  disguised  that  this  was 
a  measure  of  a  very  decided  character  and  likely  to 
be  connected  wilhvery  important  consequences. — 
What  was  il  but  that,  at  tlie  end  of  that  period  of 
time,  our  treaty  wilh  Great  Britain  should  no  longer 
be  in  operation?  It  waa  the  fust  step  towards  Ihe 
as->umptiun  of  empire  and  dominion.  So  Mr.  D  re- 
garded ll.  He  should  sup(iorl  the  measure,  bul  he 
would  not  consent  to  do  so  without  saying  a  word 
in  regard  to  our  Idle  to  a  terrilory  over  which  we 
were  about  to  exercise  paramount  rights.  He  did 
not  feel  al  liberty  to  lake  this  step  without  shoiving 
the  ground  on  wtiii  h  he  denied  the  sovereign  rights 
of  all  others,  or  asserled  the  rigiits  which  we  claim 
ed  for  ourselves. 

He  should  therefore  look  a  liltle  at  our  title  lo 
Oregon.  He  did  not  mean  to  analyze  it  wilh  strict 
legal  accur-jcy,  but  to  slate  Ihe  general  grouinls  tui 
which  our  pretensions  were  founded;  and  he  should 
do  this  for  a  double  object:  first,  lo  justify  Ins  own 
course  uf  action;  and,  secondly,  lo  correct  what  he 
believed  to  he  extreme  misconception  on  points  ol 
vital  consequence,  both  abroad  as  well  as  at  home 
No  purely  American  question  had  excited  greater  in- 
terest abroad,  or  had  been  luore  misrepresented. — 
This  misrepresi  nialiou  existed  at  home  also.  The 
press,  for  a  lew  weeks  pasl,  had  teemed  wilh  essays 
disparaging  the  Spanish  title — a  title  on  which  our 
own,  lo  a  considerable  extent,  was  founded.  Mr. 
D.  could  not  let  this  question  pass  in  silence,  or 
meet  it  with  mere  summary  declaralio:is  of  right. — 
Senators  who  had  long  been  on  the  floor,  and  had 
fiequently  listened  to  discussions  on  Ihis  topic,  might 
leel  diffeientl);  but,  lor  hiinsell,  he  never  had  iisien- 
ed  to  a  debate  on  the  subject,  which,  until  lalel.i , 
was  almost  entirely  new  to  him.  He  therefore  felt 
ooiind  lo  declare  the  grounds  on  nhieh  he  should 
vole  in  favor  of  notice,  lie  should  not  attempt  1  j 
analyze  treaties,  or  go  into  nice  legal  queslioiis;  uiit 
should  content  himself  mainly  with  a  succinct  stale- 
ment  of  historical  facts,  presented  in  Ihe  plainest 
manner.  In  making  this,  he  should  endeavur  lo  con 
fine  himself  rigidly  to  the  subject  under  consideia 
lion,  without  indulging  in  a  single  woid  addressed  to 
prejudice  or  pasbion. 

Oregon  had  first  been  seen,  or  at  least  the  coast  re- 
connoilered,  from  on  shijiboard,  fifty-one  years  after 
ry  of  America.   In  consiiquc 


Teiumuul  in  a  fuieigu  couuU-^',  b«cauM>  he  stood  14^1 1  of  tl«  [emoleue>a,  of  the  rigor  of  its  climjie,  aud  lUe 


certainly  that  it  conlaiiieil  none  of  those  sources  of 
wealth  'vhich  abounded  in  the  Spanish  possessions 
and  discoveries  further  south,  il  remained  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  vcars  without  any  permanent  set. 
llemcnt  by  civilised  men.  Spain,  however,  asserted 
her  dominion  over  that  whole  coast,  and  made  tem- 
porary establishments  in  its  neighborhood.  Eor  Iho 
space  of  filly  years  it  was  visited  at  various  times  hy 
ships  which  went  there  for  the  purpose  of  explora- 
tion or  commerce.  Hence  there  arose  a  numlier  of 
claimanls  to  the  territory.  'i"he  claims  of  Russia 
and  Great  Britain  were,  liowever,  adjusted  hv  mu- 
tual ameemeiit.  Russia  taking  all  nurlh  of  5  1°  40', 
and  lying  between  the  moun'ains  ami  the  sea.  Great 
Britain  all  cast  of  that  line.  By  our  treaty  with 
Russia  wc  agreed  to  firm  no  settlemenis  north  of 
that  line,  and  Russia  that  she  would  make  none 
south  of  it.  The  southern  line  of  Oregon  was  iho 
42d  parallel  of  latitude;  so  that,  to  the  country  from 
the  Rocky  .Mountains  to  the  Pacific,  the  only  claim- 
ants were  Great  Biiiain  and  the  United  Stales. 

Before  he  proceeilcd  further,  Mr.  D.  would  stale 
the  condilions  under  which  a  right  of  property  in 
lands  unoccupied  bul  by  savage  and  wandering  tribes 
might  be  acquired.  The  basis  of  that  right  usually 
relied  upcm  was  di-covery.  But  that  right  was  un- 
tenable unless  the  discovery  were,  in  a  leasonablo 
time,  followed  by  occupation.  If  the  first  discover- 
er should  neglect  within  such  reasonable  space  of 
time  lo  perform  any  acts  amounting  to  occupation, 
or  evincing  an  intention  to  occupy,  the  next  disco- 
verer might  appropriate  it  to  himself  There  must, 
however,  exist  a  reasonable  presumption  that  the 
first  discover  did  not  intend  to  lake  possession.  If 
the  first  discoverer  should  vvithin  a  reasonable  lime 
manifest  his  purpose  to  occupy  and  settle  the  coun- 
try, no  acts  performed  in  the  territory  confer  upon 
another  a  right  of  properly,  though  crosses  or  other 
inonumcnls  liave  been  set  up. 

Such  was  Ihe  l.iw  from  the  book  Bit  it  was  not 
easy  lo  say  how  long  il  .vas  before  the  discoverer 
lost  the  rights  he  gained  by  his  acts  of  discovery.  It 
seemed  to  be  settled  that  a  right  gained  hy  discovery 
remained  good  until  occupation  was  effected  by  ano- 
ther. But  the  British  had  carried  the  matter  yet 
further.  She  took  very  good  care  that  nobody  else 
should  occupy  what  she  had  discovered;  and  so  it 
came  to  pass  that  all  her  rigtits  hy  discovery  were 
held  by  her  as  valid.  An  instance  of  lliis  was  pre- 
sented hy  the  case  of  the  Chatham  Islands,  a  small 
group  in  the  Pacific,  some  hundreds  of  miles  east  of 
New  Zealand.  Great  Britain  had  discovered  Iheso 
islands,  but  did  not  occupy  them;  yet  she  would  not 
suffer  any  body  else  to  do  il,  because  she  considered 
such  possessions  dangerous  lo  her  New  Zealand  pos- 
sessions. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  would  now  slate  in  succession  the 
acts  of  different  nalions  in  relation  to  this  territory 
of  Oregon,  and  what  e-lablishnienls  they  had  form- 
ed there;  applying,  as  he  proceeded,  the  principles 
he  had  thus  laid  do.vn. 

The  first  discoverer  of  Oregon  was  a  Spaniard  by 
the  name  of  Farrero,  pilot  to  CaSrello,  i:i  15J3,  filly- 
one  years  after  Si.  D  nningo  was  discovered  by  Co- 
tuinbus.  Cabrello  died  during  Ihe  voyage,  so  that 
Farrero  went  on  and  cxamineil  the  coast  as  high  as 
the  43d  parallel  of  latitude.  Tins  was  in  the  laller 
part  of  his  voyage;  he  passed  by  the  coast  and  re- 
coiinoilered  it,  bul  diu  not  land. 

land- 
Cali- 
fornia was  fully  explored,  as  u  as  also  the  adjoinitig 
coast  as  high  up  as  latitude  38°,  when  he  discovered 
the  Bay  of  San  Francisco. 

.All  Ihese  investigations  and  successive  discoveries 
and  examinations  evince  a  sellled  design  on  the  part 
of  Spam  to  extend  her  dominion  over  the  enlire 
iiorlhvvest  coast  of  America.  Her  absurd  claims, 
especially  to  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Pacific, 
oughl  not  lo  prejudice  her  claims  derived  from  dis- 
covery and  occupation  and  a  settled  purpose  of  per- 
manent settlement. 

I  he  next  di-coverer  on  this  coast  was  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  u  ho  leli  England  in  1577.  He  made  a  pre- 
datory excursion  against  all  the  Spanish  possessions; 
and  in  Io79  earned  terror  and  devastation  through 
the  unproiecicd  Spanish  possessions  along  the  whole 
coasl,  and  landed  al  llie  Bay  of  St.  Francisco.  He 
then  look  possession  of  the  country  in  the  name  of 
the  British  cro  nn,  and  called  it  New  .Albion.  It  was 
prel'  tided  lh.it  he  sa>v  the  coast  as  high  as  latitude 
3s°,  but  the  heller  opinion  v  as  Ihat  he  went  no  high- 
er than  latiiude  33°.  Bul  this  ground  of  claim  had 
btcii  abandoned  by  Great  Brilaiii,  and  therefore  ho 
would  nut  dwell  upon  it.  Drake  ueiil  there  by  ac- 
cident, and  his  visit  lo  the  coast  led  to  no  discuve- 
lies. 

For  more  than  two  hundred  years  after,  Great 
Britain  never  set  up  a  claim  to  any  portion  of  the 
Cuaal  uudci'  Uiake'n  discoveries. 


•ed  it,  bul  diu  not  land. 
Eight  years  afler,  in  1551,  Hernando  Cortes 
ed  in  California,  in  latitude  24°.     The  gulf  of 
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The  next  explorer  was  Juan  de  Fiica.  He  was 
sent  hj-  llie  Vi<;eruy  of  New  Spam  lo  discover  an 
imaitinary  plrail  which  was  supposed  lo  pass  Ihioinh 
the  cnnlincnl,  and  connect  the  Pacific  with  the  At- 
lantic oceans.  He  entered  an  inlet  between  the  ia- 
tilhdes  of  Vi°  and  48°  Such  was  his  oan  account: 
andil  3ci;(irr!i  d  well  with  the  localities  now  found 
in  that  same  lalil'ide.  His  name  was  now  given  to  a 
strait  between  Aa°  and  49°.  Before  the  close  of  the 
sixtecnili  century  Spain  carried  her  explorations  of 
the  coast  as  high  as  the  4Slh  degree;  ami  they  ex- 
cluded Hie  claims  of  all  others  to  that  exienl. 

In  1GU3  V'isano,  under  an  order  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  surveyeil  the  coast  of  C'al:forni;i  from  lis 
southernmost  point  as  high  as  latitude  4S°.  the  lower 
part  of  It  with  critical  accuracy,  the  residue  in  a 
more  casual  manner.  He  erected  crosses,  ami  look 
possession  of  the  country  in  the  name  of  his  master. 
([!  is  thoULMit  that  Vancouver  found  one  of  his  cross- 
es still  standing  iii  1693  ) 

During  the  seventeenth  century  seven  succes-ive 
auempls  were  made  to  settle  California,  hut  they  all 
failed  es.  cpt  the  last,  which  was  in  1657.  Du'rin- 
the  previous  century  sixteen  different  establishments 
were  made  upon  Ihe  coast,  the  highest  of  them  in 
laliliide  38°.  From  the  time  of  Corles  to  the  close 
of  the  eightrieeth  century  Spam  had  asserted  the 
right  of  dominion,  and  had  followed  it  up  by  repeal- 
ed tti'oils  to  perfect  lier  title  by  lormaland  by  actual 
occupancy. 

In  1774  Pcri-z  was  sent  lo  survey  the  coast  from 
the  llilh  de-iee  ofsoulh  latitude;  and  lie  reai  hed  as 
high  as  54°  norlli.  On  his  return,  he  laiidtd  at  «  hat 
are  now  the  Wastiington  Islands,  the  same  that  weie 
called  hy  the  Brii'i-h  navigators  Queen  Charlotte's 
Islands.  In  49°  30' he  entered  a  bay  and  traded 
null  Ihe  iialnes.  This  v.as  the  sarnu  place  where 
Cook  alterwards  landed,  and  where  he  loo  carried 
on  trade;  and  now  called  Nootka  Sound. 

li.  1775  Hecria  sailed  north  as  far  as  latitude  48°, 
and  surveyed  the  coast  to  Iht  south  of  Ihat  line.  His 
survey  supplied  what  was  wanting  in  that  of  ferez. 
In  ]74G-'7  he  found  a  strong  cuirent  running  out- 
ward into  the  Pacific,  and  said  that  some  great  river 
must  there  discharge  itself  inio  the  sea;  and  Ihc  spot 
was  called  from  llie  circumstance  Eutraiia  de  Hece- 
la,  aim  the  river  was  named  by  the  Spaniards  the 
Si.  R'  que.  So  violent  was  the  current  that  he  could 
not  eiiler  even  ihe  mouth  of  the  ruer.  It  was  now 
conceded  that  this  river  St.  R^.que  was  the  same  (lis 
eovi  red  seventeen  years  after  by  Capl.  Gray,  and 
called  hy  hiui  the  Colunihia,  alter  the  name  of  his 
ship. 

While  Perez  was  engaged  in  making  his  survey 
Quadra  investigated  the  coast  from  5i;°  to  .IIP.  .^n  I 
on  his  return  he  landed  on  the  coast  al  laliliide  47°, 
and  surveyed  it  from  latitude  45°  down  lo  42°. 

It  had  bsen  seen  that,  before  Cook's  arrival  in 
1777  or  1778.  the  Spaniards  had  survej  ed  California 
in  49°  30',  and  had  also  examined  the  coast  from  5G° 
to  59°,  landing  at  the  intermediate  points,  and  lak 
ing  formal  possession  of  the  country.  They  had  been 
all  this  uhile  williout  competitors,  wiih  the  excep- 
tion of  Ihe  predatory  Drake  anil  the  Russian  elaiins 
between  56"  and  59".  Between  Ihe  time  of  Drake 
and  the  Ihird  voyage  of  Cook  no  claim  had  been  set 
up  by  Great  Uiitain  under  Drake's  discoveries, 
uhile  Spain  had  been  constantly  and  without  inter- 
mission asserting  her  dominion  over  the  entire  coast, 
and  had  been  diligently  endeavoring  to  sup|iort  thai 
claim  by  occupation— a  thing  wliicli  at  that  lime  ii 
did  nol  appear   that  any   oilier  nalioii  coiiteinplalod 

The   third   \o;age  of  Cook,  in   1777,  gav 
world  the  first  indication   of  a  design  on  t'li 

Great    linlaiii    lo   possess   herself  of  right, 

norihwesl  coast  ol  America.  In  hi,  ktler  of  iii- 
blructions  he  was  direeled  to  lake  posse>Moii  ol  con- 
venient pl.iies  nut  discovered  pievioiisly  by  an) 
other  power,  in  the  name  ol  ihe  Hntish  cro,Mi.  In 
177H  he  laiuKd  al  Noolka,  and  remained  there  a 
number  of  weeks,  at  the  s.ime  place  where  Perez 
had  before  landed  and  tradeJ  u  iih  iiic  natives.  SuU 
teqiieuily  he  .mailed  further  iiorlh,  but  no  j.ail  of  the 
Coast  South  of  55"  was  ever  seen  by  hioi. 

The  voyage  of  Cook  gavo  no  ri'.;lits  lo  i;.  lirilaiii. 
And  besides,  even  if  she  had  gain'ed  by  Ihc  voyage  a 
conlingent  righl,  she  did  not  perfect  it  by  sul>ieouenl 
odeupaiicy.  K.ir  eight  or  nine  years  the  J{rili-h  l\,- 
never  lloated  on  an}  pari  of  the  coast,  and  never  al 
any  time,  except  where  ihe  Spaiiurds  had  first  ob- 
tained possession. 

Nine  years  aller,  in  1787,  Rurehcr,  an  Englishman, 
re-di=eovcied  Ihc  Slrails  of  Kuca,  niij  aUerwards 
John  IMeares,  a  British  Inniteiiant  ol  u,u  navy,  but 
Ihen  sailing  as  a  captain  under  the  Poilugiiese  flag, 
»enl  a  boat  into  the  ktiailsi.nd  tx.imiueu  ilic  coa-1 
in  Ihe  neighborhood  of  Columhia  river,  b  it  declared 

that  1  such  river  an  the  St.  Uoipie  existed  as  had 

been  laid   down    iu  Iho  Spanish  map»."     Previously 


to    till 


to  this  he  landed  at  Nootka,  and  for  some  trifling 
present,  a  pair  of  pislols,  perhaps  obtained  a  tempo- 
rary grant  of  land  from  Maquinua,  an  Indi.in  chief, 
but  avowedly  for  temporary  purposes  only,  agreeing 
to  surrender  it  al  the  end  of  that  time.  In  autumn 
his  two  small  vessels,  Ihe  Felice  and  the  Iphigenia. 
left  Nootka,  one  for  Hie  Sandwich  Islands,  ihe  other 
for  China.  Before  Meares  left  Noolka,  Capl.  Gray's 
ship,  Ihe  Collin, bia.  accompanied  by  another,  arrived 
from  Bosloii;  hut  afler.vards  he  abandoned  the  pie -e 
of  ground  he  had  temporarily  occupied.  Meares 
was  sailing  under  the  Porluiiuese  flag,  and  had  in  his 
P'lcket  inslriirtions  from  that  government  that,  in 
case  he  should  be  molested  or  interrupted  by  any 
English,  Russian,  or  Spanish  vessel,  he  should  in- 
slanily  seize  and  muke  prize  of  her;  and  if  he  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  any  such  vessel,  he  was  to  send 
her  lo  China,  where  lliey  should  be  lieated  as  pi- 
rates. Although  Ibis  man  ^^as  sailing  under  a  Por- 
tuguese license,  and  wilh  instructions  to  treat  sub- 
jects of  the  British  crown  as  pirates,  yet  Great  Bri- 
tain dill  not  scru|ile  to  found,  lo  some  extent,  her 
claims  to  Oregon  on  the  acts  of  such  a  person.  This 
Meares  subsequently  addressed  a  memorial  to  the 
British  parliamenl,  in  which  he  slated  Ihat,  though 
he  was  sailing  under  the  Portuguese  Dag,  yet  that  the 
real  parlies  in  inlercsl  wereBiilish  subjects.  In 
1788  lie  took  possession  of  the  Straits  of  Fuea  in  the 
name  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  Independently 
of  the  objection  lo  this  proceeding  that  it  was  per- 
formed by  a  person  unauthorized  hy  Ihe  Britsh  go- 
vernmeHt,  Meares  was  then  actually  sailing  under 
Ihe  Portuguese  flag,  wilh  the  purpose  of  commiting 
a  fraud  upon  the  revenue  laws  of  China.  Besides, 
It  was  lo  be  recollecled  that  the  Spaniards  had  taken 
possession  of  the  whole  country.  The  twofold  cha- 
racter of  Meares  was  a  gieal  advantage  in  this  mat- 
ter. When  lie  was  defrauding  the  laws  of  China  as 
a  smuggler,  Ihen  he  »  as  a  Portuguese  captain;  but 
when  he  was  invading  Spanish  territory  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  King  of  England,  then  he  was  a  lieuten- 
ant in  Ihe  British  navy. 

On  Ihe  5lh  of  May,  1789,  Mailinez  arrive.l  with 
two  vessels  at  Nootka,  with  order  from  his  govern- 
ment lo  assert  Hie  rights  of  Spam  lo  the  selllement. 
Sixteen  days  before  this  Meares  had  come  there  wilh 
his  vessels.  The  Iphigenia  was  iinruedialely  seized 
by  Martinez,  on  the  ground  of  her  bearing  instruc- 
tions hostile  to  Spain,  hut  she  was  alterwards  re- 
leased, and  Meares  conlinued  lo  sail  under  the  Por- 
tuguese tljg  'i'his  fact  iillerly  destroys  the  British 
claim  to  the  Straits  of  Fuea  under  the  aulliorily  of 
Mcarts's  act,  on  the  pretext  that  he  was  a  lieuten- 
ant in  the  Briiijh  navy.  Mearea's  other  vessel,  the 
North  America,  was  also  seized  on  her  return  I'roin 
China;  and  subsequently  continued  for  some  years  in 
the  Portuguese  service. 

In  June,  1789,  tivo  British  vessels  arrived  al 
Noolka,  the  Argonaut  and  Ihe  Princess  Ro)al,  and 
they  were  seized  by  Martinez.  This  led  to  an  earn- 
est discussion  between  the  British  and  the  Spanish 
governments,  and  il  was  so  serious  as  threatened  to 
end  in  war.  But  this  was  avoided  by  the  ratification 
of  a  treaty  called  the  treaty  of  the  Escurial.  on  the 
28. h  Ocloher,  1790.  Alter  the  conclusion  of  this 
treaty,  both  the  Brilish  vessels  were  released  by 
Spain. 

As  this  Noolka  Sound  convention  was  regarded  as 
having  a  very  important  relation  to  llie  British 
claim-,  in  Oregon,  it  would  be  proper  (Mr.  D.  saidj 
to  examine  such  of  its  provisions  as  formed  the 
ground  of  her  preleusioiis.  They  were  the  1st,  ihe 
3d,  Ihe  5ih,  and  the,  6lli  articles. 

'i'lie  first  article  provided  that  the  biiildings  of 
vvhich  British  subjects  had  been  dispossessed  should 
be  restored. 

7lie  lliird  article  declare.!  that,  with  a  view  to 
strenglhen  the  bonds  of  fi  icndship  belueen  the  na 
lions,  the  subjects  ol  llieiu  should  remain  undisturb- 
ed iu  t!ie  lights  of  navigation  and  fishery,  and  of 
hinding  ill  places  not  previously  occu|iicd,  in  order 
to  I  any  on  commerce  or  lo  "make  selllemeiils.,, 

The  filth  article  provided  that  in  ihe  places  re- 
sloied,  and  in  all  the  coasts  and  harbors  occupied  by 
Spain,  the  subjects  of  the  other  powers  should  have 
tree  access. 

The  .sixth  had  reference  tri  the  coast  of  South 
.'\nierica,  but  it  had  an  important  bearing  on  the 
subject,  because  II  contained  a  ilefinitioii  of  what 
wa.s  meant  in  the  former  arlicic  by  Ihe  "setllements" 
referred  lo,  and  made  il  manliest  that  Ihe'y  were 
such  setllements  as  were  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  fishing,  &c.  The  iiileiprelatioii  of  the  lliird  ar- 
ticle was  made  subject  to  this  and  other  subsequent 
an  ides. 

Ill  the  views  Mr.  D.  had  presented  of  this  entire 
question,  he  had  aimed  at  being  porfcclly  accurate, 
li  he  hud  erred  in  his  conclusions,  llicre  were  mem- 
bers of  the  senate  who  could  correct  him.  Jlis  con- 
solation, in  ihat  case,  would  be  that  the  error  had 
happened  in  an  earnest  and  sinceir  endeavor  to  dis- 


cover truth,  which,  he  doubted  not,  was  equally  the 
object  of  every  senator. 

The  first  article  was  practically  inoperative,  ow- 
ing to  a  misapprehension  of  fact.  There  was  no 
evidence  that  any  Brilish  subject  had  been  dispos- 
sessed by  a  Spanish  officer  in  April,  1739,  or  at  any 
other  time.  In  tlic  discussions  preceding  the  treaty, 
no  mention  was  made  of  it  at  all.  Vt'hen  Vancou- 
ver came  lo  Ihe  spot,  no  buildings  were  found,  and 
the  Indians  denied  that  any  tract  of  land  had  ever 
been  granted.  No  traces  were  to  be  found  of  any  thing 
like  occupincy.  The  mily  pretence  of  it  was  that  a 
certain  "spot  of  ground"  had  been  granted  by  M-ac- 
qniniia,  but  on  condition  of  its  being  again  restored. 
A  coniroverry  took  place  between  Vancouver  and 
the  Spanish  governor,  (Quadra,)  about  the  restora- 
tion— for  there  was  nolhing  to  restore.  Both  refer- 
red the  mailer  to  their  ri^spertive  Kovernments. — 
Vancouver  reiurncil  in  1794  In  1796  Cjpt.  Brough- 
lon  landed  al  Noolka,  and  found  il  unoccupied.  He 
was  inlormed  by  Macquinna  that  restoration  had 
been  made,  and  thai  Ooih  parlies  were  gone.  The 
only  eviilenee  of  any  restitution  at  all  was  to  be 
found,  iMr.  D.  said,  in  the  work  of  de  Koch.  That 
writer  said  that  some  difficulties  ociurred  between 
the  Spanish  and  Brilish  authorities,  but  that  they 
were  terminated  in  1795,  upon  the  spot,  by  Alava 
and  an  English  lieutenant,  wilh  a  Spanish  name;  that 
the  Spanish  fort  was  destroyed,  and  the  English  flag 
planted  on  th.;  spot;  de  Koch  had'lhe  reputation  of 
an  aticurale  writer;  but  in  this  account  there  certain- 
ly was  one  mistake:  no  such  name  as  that  mentioned 
was  lo  be  found  oo  the  rolls  of  tlio  Briti-h  navy.-— 
In  opposition  lo  this  statement  we  had  the  historian 
Bel-bam,  who  refers  lo  llie  fact  twice — in  his  Sth 
volume,  pages  327  and  3iS,  and  in  the  appendix, 
page  40.  Belsham  said  ihat  the  S,,-anish  flag  had 
never  been  struck  at  all,  but  that  the  whole  country 
was  virtually  reliiKiuisheil  by  Great  Britain. 

I  will  not  deny  (said  Mr.  D.)  that  there  was  res- 
titution. Signor  Quadra  in  1792  offered  to  give  Van- 
couver possession,  reserving  the  rights  of  sovereign- 
ty which  Spain  had.  There  may  have  been  restitu- 
tion with  such  reservation;  but,  if  Ihere  is  any  evi- 
dence of  it,  M  hy  has  it  not  been  pioduced  by  the 
British  negotiators,  or  at  least  referred  to.-*  Where 
are  the  declarations  which  were  exchanged,  if  Iheie 
were  anv  exchanged  at  all?  i  have  no  doubt  there 
were,  and  1  have  little  doubt  that  they  were  purpose- 
ly secreted,  as  the  map  with  the  red  lines  was  se- 
creted on  anoil.er  memorable  occasion;  because,  if 
produced,  'hey  would  be  v^itni.sses  against  the  Bri- 
tish claim.  I  insist,  therefore,  more  particularly,  as 
the  first  article  of  the  Nootka  Sound  convention  de- 
pended on  a  contingency,  that  a  full  restitution 
should  be  shown,  formally,  absolutely,  and  uncondi- 
tionally made.  The  third  article  of  the  Nootka 
Sound  convention,  besides  stipulating  for  the  free  and 
uninterrupted  enjoymcnl  of  Ihe  rights  of  fishing  on 
the  Pacific  coast,  conceiled  lo  the  suhjecls  of  both 
powers  the  right  to  lorni  setllements;  but  that  right 
was  subject  lo  the  provisions  of  Ihe  three  following 
articles,  one  of  which  was  to  restrict  its  exercise  to 
liiose  parts  of  the  coa-t  lying  north  of  that  already 
occupied  by  Spain.  Il  has  no  application  whatever 
to  parts  ol  the  coast  south  of  any  post  occupied  by 
Spain.  That  is  the  true  construction  of  the  treaty. 
And  here  an  importai.t  question  arises.  What  was 
the  most  noriheily  occupation  of  Spain  al  the  date 
of  the  treaty? 

This  led  to  a  co  ilroversy  between  Signor  Quadra 
and  Vancouver.  Vancouver  claimed  .south  of  Nool- 
ka Sound.  [Here  .Mr.  Dix  observed  thai,  not  being 
able  to  keep  llie  books  which  he  had  obtained  from 
the  Librsry,  he  had  copied  the  p.issages  he  intended 
to  use  in  his  own  hand,  and  Iheiefoie,  he  would 
vouch  for  their  accuracy.]  Vancouver  unlisted  that 
Ihc  most  noriheily  spot  occupied  by  the  Spaniards 
was  a  poiiil  al  some  ilislaiice  to  the  south  of  Noolka 
Sound,  and  Signor  Quadra  coiUeuded  that  the  divi- 
ding line  ought  to  be  drawn  al  the  Nootka  Sound, 
and  that  fi.m  iheiicc  northward  the  country  should 
be  free  to  both  parlies.  Quadra  uniformly  refused 
to  make  any  actual  formal  surrender  of  any  thing 
else  than  a  small  cove  or  harbor,  as  will  be  perceiv- 
ed by  turning  lo  the  journal  of  Vancouver  himself. 
That  Greal  Britain  would  have  had  the  right  at  any 
time  during  the  continuance  of  the  Noolka  Sound 
convention  lo  form  scttleiiients  north  of  Nootka 
Sound,  under  Ihe  stipulations  of  that  convention, 
could  not  be  disputed,  but  she  neglected  to  assert 
that  right.  She  foi  mcd  no  settlements;  and  Spain, 
in  1796,  by  declaring  war  against  her,  put  an  end  to 
Ihe  treaty,  accoring  lo  a  universally  recognised  rule 
of  iiiternalioual  law.  The  permanence  of  treaty- 
stipulations  can  be  only  secured  by  express  agree- 
ment; and,  without  such  agrcemeni,  the  existence  of 
hostilities  between  the  countries  puts  an  end  to  them, 
unless  there  be  soinething  in  their  very  nature  which 
renders  them  permanent.  Greal  Britain  having 
failed   lo   make  any  seillemenls  during  the  ("ontinil- 
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anre  of  Ihe  eonvcniinn.  \:er  rights  iincler  il  ci'ascd  al 
llie  limc  of  Ihn  ilirlaration  of  war;  ami  in  order  In 
e^lablish  any  rlaim  upun  the  norilivvest  coast  she 
mnsl  nciw  rcsnil  to  the  ireneral  mode  of  establishing 
a  title  fouiHli'.il  upon  ili^novpry. 

[Mr  Oiortracf.l  Itie  history  of  the  various  c\plora 
tions  made  at  dilfi-reiit  periods  on  tin-  ti.irlhwcst 
coast,  and  prodm-ed  evidence  shnwinir  ilat  Vancoii 
ver's  pretended  discovery  of  Ih.^  ColuMihi.i  was  snh 
sequent  to  that  of  Captain  Orny;  and  reail  ccpiuns 
extracts,  and  cited  numerons  anIlMirilics  "  ith  which 
he  had  provided  himself,  but  which  cannot  he  piven 
here,  as  they  have  not  come  into  tlie  hands  of  the 
reporter.  lie  cited  larircly  from  Ihe  journal  of  \'ai;- 
couver,  and,  ainona;  the  rest,  quoted  a  pa*sac;e  in 
which  Vancouver  himself  slated  to  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities at  Monterey  that  the  voyage  in  which  he 
was  engaged  was  for  Ihe  general  nse  and  bpnelit  of 
mankind,  and  that  there  was  no  design  to  encroach 
upon  the  ri»lits  or  upon  any  part  of  the  ttrrilory  of 
Spain.  lie  conceived  this  to  be  Ihe  hi^jhesl  evidence 
that  could  be  adduced,  and  it  demolished  the  whole 
fabric  of  British  title,  so  far  as  it  rested  upon  Van- 
couver's discoveries.  Mr.  D.  directed  the  attention 
of  the  senate  to  the  maimer  in  which  the  subject  of 
title  had  been  discussed  in  the  IJrilish  pailiament, 
and  having  read  from  the  speeches  delivered  both  in 
the  house  of  lords  and  Ihe  house  of  commons,  he 
proceeded  to  point  out  llie  errors  and  mistatemcnts 
which  these  containeil  ] 

i  he  senate  would  observe,  he  said,  that  all  the 
maler  nl  facts  c  tinected  viiih  the  disi'overy  of  the 
Columbia,  as  shown  by  Vancouver  in  his  journal, 
were  kept  out  of  view;  such  as  Ihe  meeting  of  Van- 
couver and  C.iplain  Gray,  the  information  given  by 
the  latter  to  lh»  former,  Vancouver's  incredulity 
ppspecling  tlie  cxi-tenee  of  any  hirge  river  below  the 
Strait  of  Fuea,  his  continued  .'onviction  thai  no  such 
stream  existed,  Ihe  leUiin  of  Griiy  to  ttie  river,  his 
arrival  at  Nootlia  SLiind,  where  he  left  charts,  Ihe 
subseqnent  arrival  of  Vancouver  at  Noolka  Siuiid, 
where  he  got  pnsse-sion  of  those  charts,  and  Uif 
sending  Lieutenant  liroui;hloii  into  the  river  by  llie 
assistance  of  those  charts.  All  Iheve  fads  were 
kept  out  of  view;  he  hoped  not  inlentionally,  but 
they  were  nevertheless  kept  back.  He  did  not  of 
course  expect  British  statesmen  to  argue  in  favor 
of  the  American  title;  but,  in  undertaking  to 
give  historical  facts,  tl  ey  were  bound  to  give  them 
correctly.  Illogical  deductions  from  admitted  data 
might  be  looktd  upoif  with  some  decree  of  excuse, 
but  the  omission  of  material  facts  in  a  statement  of 
great  national  questions,  on  entering  inio  a  discu-s- 
sion  for  the  purpose  of  enlightening  the  minds  of 
the  nation,  was  altogether  inexcusable.  It  was  well 
known  that  gieal  excitement  existed  in  Great  Bri 
lain  at  that  time,  though  that  excitement  had  now 
liaipily  in  a  grtat  degree  subsided,  and  no  man  who 
tsiiin;iled  [Moperiy  the  calamity  aii^iiu  from  llie  iii- 
ternipli"n  of  the  amicable  relations  betv\een  two 
countries,  who  voluntarily  misleads  Ihe  public  mind 
without  the  consolation  of  icflecling  that  it  is  from 
erroneous  deduction-,  and  not  Irom  misstatements  of 
facts,  can  be  held  excusable  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 
These  misrepresentations  were  the  more  to  be  re- 
gretted, because  they  constituted  the  chief  view  of 
the  subject  as  presenied  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  ol  Great  Britain.  It  was  not  in  Great  Bri- 
t.iiii  as  with  us.  In  our  newspapers  would  be  found 
every  portion  of  Ihe  eorrcpondence  upon  the  sub 
ject,  Ihe  letters  both  of  the  iji  ilish  plenipottntiary 
and  our  own  negotiator;  hul  in  Great  Criiain  it  was 
not  so;  it  w.is  only  the  Briti-li  side  of  the  questi.ju 
[liat  v\  as  presented  to  the  British  people.  Nor  was 
it  the  argumenlaiive  staiemeins  of  diplomatists  that 
were  spread  lielore  tlie  people,  but  looie  Irequenlly 
the  tirades  of  politicians,  and  the-e,  finding  their 
«  ay  across  tlie  channel  through  Ihe  medium  ol  Irans- 
lalioiis  in  Galignani's  Messenger,  are  spread  abioad 
throughout  the  conlinei.l,  poisoning  the  oiinls  uf  all 
Europe. 

He  would  only  add  that  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  in 
the  house  of  loids,  and  Sir  Robert  Peel,  wiio  follow- 
ed Lord  John  Uussell  in  Ihe  deoale  in  the  house  ol 
commons,  referred  to  Itie  subject  in  a  iiianiier  not 
altogether  unexi  epiionable,  ptrhaps,  but,  to  jud;;e 
from  the  tone  ol  th«  ir  remarks,  in  a  manner  far  more 
dignitied  aiid  sialesmaiililic;  and  it  was  earncslly  to 
be  hoped  that  suunil  discretion  would  so  far  prevuil 
on  the  part  of  the  statesmen  of  both  couiilries  as  to 
lead  to  the  amicable  adjustment  of  the  controversy 
upon  leriiis  lionorable  lo  both  parties. 

[At  till-  p  uiit  .Mr.  Sevier  suggested  an  adjournment, 
and  Mr.  Dix  jieiding  tlie  iloor,  without  tiaving  con- 
cluded his  remaik-.  the  senate  adj  mriied.] 

Feb  19.  Mr.  jD/x  proceeded  lo  address  ilie  senate, 
in  coiiiinijat;un  ol  his  remarks ot  jestei day.  He  said: 
Mr.  Piesident,  in  resuning  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  upon  vv  hich  I  had  the  honor  to  addresii  the 
senate  yesterday,  I  cannot  withhold  llr;  expression 
of  the  sense   which    1   entertain  of  the    indulgence 


which  Ihe  senate  has  extended  lo  me,  and  I  shall 
eiiilcavor  lo  give  siibsl;inlial  proof  of  my  appreeia 
tion  of  that  induli^ence  bv  bringing  my  remarks  to  a 
close  at  Ihe  earliest  possihle  period  of  time.  I 

The  hisli.rical  sketch  in  which  1  was  engaged  wasj 
broiighl  down  to  the  year  17!)2.  in  which  year  llnl- 
liiicli'<  harbor  was  discovered  by  Captain  Gray,  and  I 
the    di^C'very   of  lie    SiraiH  of  Fuca    by    Galiano  , 
.-.implelcd  Ihe  series  of  the  n;irr:iiive  of  discoveries. 
Krom  thai  lime  to  the  present  nothing  has  been  done 
hilt   to    fill  up  the  outline  coinpi.sed  of  these  promi- 
nent iliscovcries  of  the  early  navigators.  1 

[Mr.  D.  conliniied  al  s,,,ne  length  his  historical 
narrative,  and  dedncd  from  the  facts  cited  a  posilive 
title  in  Ihe  United  States  ] 

The  rights  of  Spain,  Mr.  D.  observed,  were  pnra 
mount  lo  all  others.  She  had  explored  the  wlnde 
coast;  she  had  established  settlements  at  Noolka 
Sound  and  at  other  points,  and  her  rlaim  was 
strengthened,  also,  by  ronligiiity  to  California,  of 
which  she  had  undisputed  possession.  In  fact,  her 
right  lo  form  settlements  on  any  part  of  tiie  north 
west  coast  had  not  been  disputed,  unless  by  the 
.American  discoverers.  And  this  is  a  point,  continu- 
ed Mr.  D.,  which  I  am  now  about  to  examine.  The 
navigators  of  Ihe  llniled  Slates  had  discovered  the 
Columbia  river  and  Bulfinrh's  haibor.  and  they  had 
also  explored  the  valley  of  Ihe  Columbia,  and  had 
formed  settlements  in  four  diirerenl  year-— in  1809- 
IU-11  and  '12  Spain  claimed  to  have  discovered 
the  moiilh  of  the  Columbia  river  also,  but  under  Ihe 
cession  by  Spain  of  her  rights  there  lo  Ibis  country, 
we  acquired  a  full  title,  which  Great  Britain  al  the 
lime  never  thought  of  disputing. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  on  this  subject  Ihe 
United  Slates  has  been  charged  with  unfairness,  and 
even  with  dishonor,  in  setting  up  a  claim,  first,  by 
discovery  on  the  part  of  her  own  cilizens,  and  then 
by  cession  from  Spain.  Il  has  been  said,  if  her  claim 
was  upon  the  first  ground  good,  she  could  not  with 
propriety  set  up  a  claim  upon  the  second,  because 
she  had  virtually  denied  the  second  by  assuming  the 
firsl  as  the  basis  of  her  liilc.  Bui  is  il  not  possinle 
for  two  countries  to  acquire  rights  by  discovery  or 
possession,  without  either  title  being  peiTeel  in  it- 
self, though  capable  of  being  made  perfect  by  the 
union  of  both?  Great  Britain  claims  the  right  of 
joint  occupancy  with  us,  in  an  uninhabited  territory; 
and  will  she  deny  that,  if  she  ceded  her  title  lo  us, 
that  we  would  then  acquire  a  perfect  title.'  Or  if 
we  ceded  our  title  to  her,  Ihal  a  perlecl  title  wool  I 
be  created  without  dishonor,  and  without  re|)roach 
lo  either?     I  apprehend  not,  sir. 

Great  Britain,  in  1318,  explored  the  Strails  of 
Fuca,  where  she  had  made  no  previous  discoveries. 
She  discovered,  also,  Frazor's  river,  and  formed  a 
settlement  upon  il;  and  it  only  remains  to  sellle  by 
further  explorations  and  geographical  facts  the  rela- 
tion which  that  river  bears  lo  the  Columbia.  1  pa--* 
by  this  as  unconnected  with  the  subject,  for  reasons 
I  have  already  assigned  in  reference  lo  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Hudson  B,i>  Company.  Th.it  company 
has  no  anlhorily  or  cuicessimi  from  Great  Britain, 
which  gives  io  them  territorial  riihl«:  they  have  a 
right  merely  to  trade  Willi  the  Indians.  I  also  pas- 
by,  as  idle  and  inapplicable,  the  formality  of  hiking 
possession  by  Vancouver  of  that  which  was  already 
in  possession  of  the  Spaniards,  especially  as  lli.it 
formal  taking  of  possession  was  in  violation  of  a 
Irealy  which  Vancouver  himself  was  sent  loexecule. 

Mr.  Presideiil,  a  large  poriion  of  Ihe  remaiks 
which  I  have  suhinilled  has  had  for  its  object  a  de- 
fence of  the  Spanish  lille,  and  1  regard  all  attempts 
lo  disparage  il  as  growing  out  of  illiberal  views  on 
the  snbjecl.  It  is  un  ecessary  lo  say  lo  you,  sir,  or 
the  senate,  that  Noolka  Sound  is  ihe  higliesl  li.nil  of 
title  the  chain  of  which  can  be  traced  down  t  i  our 
own  lime.  The  Spanish  title  to  Ihe  northwest  coast 
of  America  is  almost  coeval  with  the  voyage  of  C  i 
lunibiis.  That  title  was  aei|uircd  by  discovery  and 
settlement,  il  was  strMiigthened  by  tiie  lapse  of  in^u-e 
Ihan  Ihree  centuries.  Sisiy  years  ago  Ihit  tille 
stood  uniinpeaehed,  undisputed  by  any  lival  proles 
sions  or  claims  to  territorial  rif^lits.  Fill)  je.ii-s  ai.> 
it  was  pcrleeted  by  occupation  as  high  as  4!)  deg,  311 
min  :  liuring  succe.  ding  years  the  rigiils  uf  discovery 
bv  Spain  were  not  siipi  reeded  by  occupalioii  o.i  the 
part  of  any  other  nation;  and  lastly,  il  was 
ed  by  treaty  siipulatiou  against  any  ciai.ii  11 
he  set  up.  The  ohjecl  ol  Span 
permanent  occiipalion.  Ttie  ohj 
lain  was  cominerci.il  tralBc,  Iraiisienl  occnpaii.jo. 

Upon  Ihe  principles  .to  nhicli  I  have  adverted,  I 
cannot  hesitate  to  consider  the  Spanish  title,  much 
as  It  has  heen  disparaged  of  late,  as  conferring  un  us 
rights  which  are  nnlinpeachable.  I  said  al  the  con- 
mencement  of  my  reinaiks  that  my  design  was  not 
lo  define  the  title  w  ith  critical  precision,  but  lo  slate 
the  historical  facts,  npjn  winch  the  litle  ret'.  1 
have   doue  so,  ard  with  what   1  have        '' 
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lent,  as  far  as  I  am  conccrneil.  lo  leave  llie  mailer  at 
issue  In  ihe  hands  of  the  ad  ninistrat  on.  relying  upon 
lis  firmness  and  sense  of  reelitudc  to  mainlaiu  our 
own  just  rights,  and  lo  respect  tlie  just  riglils  of 
others. 

Mr.  D-  went  on  lo  say  thai  so  conscious  was  tireat 
Britain  of  the  invali  I  ly  of  her  claims  that  she  diil 
nol  irnliire  to  as-.Ti  an  exelii-ive  riuht  of  pos-essii,ii 
ill  O  egon.  In  lei-'Gshe  had  refused  to  exlenl  the 
p.uallel  of  .10  de_'.,  which  was  our  uorllieru  boon 
dan  between  Ihe  Lake  of  Ihe  Woods  and  the  Rocky 
oiounlaiiis,  wcstivard  to  the  Paei  ic,  and  when  Iho 
oiler  had  been  recci  tly  icnewed  siic  refused  it  -till. 
That  line,  if  agreed  upon,  iv'oiild  divide  Ihe  territory 
into  portions  so  nearly  equal  as  to  all'ord  no  ground 
for  the  further  continuance  of  any  controversy  in 
regard  lo  il.  This  she  would  not  accept.  Her  de- 
sire obviously  was  lo  establish  bur  dominion  in  Ore- 
gon and  to  confine  us  within  as  narrow  limits  as  was 
praclicabic,  while  ours  was  only  to  extend  ihe  terri- 
tory lo  be  occupied  by  our  citizens  to  lis  just  and 
natural  boundary;  her  inlerest  in  the  eouniiy  was 
I  cimtingent  and  remote,  ours  direct  and  ceilam;  hers 
!  was  the  inlerest  of  a  slate  in  a  distant  colony,  ours 
the  interest  of  a  stilc  in  territory  immediately  ad- 
jacent lo  its  on  n.  Great  Britain,  nol  ronlcnt  with 
the  acquisition  of  her  vast  and  npulent  dominions  in 
the  FasI,  came  Ihree  Ihousand  miles  across  Ihe  ocean 
lo  dispute  with  u,s  the  possession  of  a  wilderness  and 
lo  curtail  Ihe  area  of  free  and  republican  inslitiiiions. 
.Mr.  D  could  not  refrain  from  saying  that,  in  all  our 
dealings  with  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
we  hail  exhibited  a  disposition  to  govern  oiirselies 
by  principles  of  iqiiity  and  justice,  sueh  as  ought 
long  since  to  have  brought  this  question  lo  a  seltle- 
inenl.  We  had  not  only  shown  ourselves  willing  to  ' 
I'omproniise.  hut  disposed  even  to  make  concessinn, 
to  accompli-h  that  ol j.  ct.  In  all  our  negolialioiis 
and  our  trealies  we  had  evmeed  a  disposiii,,ii  nut 
merely  of  f.iirness  but  of  enlarged  liheralil).  The 
'elllement  of  iir  norlheasli  rn  bouulary,  whi- h  in- 
volved a  miist  delieale  and  dillirnll  qucsiion.  pre- 
senied a  striking  mslance  of  this.  In  tliat  treaty  we 
ceded  lo  Great  Uiitain  a  poriion  of  le;rilory  wfuch 
was  to  her  nualnulile,  as  otibnling  Ihe  means  of 
military  communicaiion  between  her  provinces  on 
this  coniinent.  That. boundary  ha  1  been  setiled  by 
Ihe  constituted  aulhorilies  of  this  government,  and  it 
forniid  no  part  of  Mr.  D  's  intention  lo  call  Ihe  pro- 
liriety  of  thai  selllemenl  into  question.  What  ho 
had  to  say  of  il  was.  thai  it  proved  to  all  Ihe  world 
ilial  vie  v\ere  willing  lo  acl  m  a  spirit  of  liberality 
and  even  magnanimity ;  just  as  if  we  were  certain 
that  no  war  eoiiid  ever  lake  place  between  iis  and 
Gieat  Brit,  in,  hecau  e  "e  put  into  her  hands  an  ac- 
quisition which,  in  ease  of  war  with  iis,  mnsl  be  to 
her  ol  the  very  utmost  importance.  Certainly,  if 
ue  had  been  governed  by  ambitions  or  by  hostile 
views,  we  never  would  have  ceded  to  her  a  great 
military  advantage  like  this.  Meanwhile  the  course 
ol  Great  Uiilain  towards  ns,  Irulh  compelled  him  lo 
say,  had  been  maikcd  by  little  else  than  coiisiaut  cri- 
croachmenl.  He  would,  however,  forbear  am  re- 
maiks on  that  topic,  as  besought  not  on  this  occa- 
sion lo  awaken  any  angry  recollections. 

Mr  D.  regarded  Ihe  legislation  of  Great  Britain, 
ill  relalion  to  O  egon.  as  a  virtual  ml'raciiun  of  her 
treaty  with  us.  By  lor  act  of  1:JJ|,  sl.e  had  ex- 
tended Ihe  jnnsdiction  of  her  own  com  Is  over  the 
whole  of  the  Imliaii  country  nut  inelndcd  wiihin  t.'ie 
civil  goveiiiinent  of  the  United  Sl.itea.  That  act 
gave  lo  Iho-e  courts  the  cognizance  of  all  wrongs 
done  lo  properly;  and  it  further  declared  thai  not 
merely  British  sunjecis.  but  all  persons  ol  every  de- 
scription within  the  territory  should  be  amenable  lo 
their  aulhorily.  Il  authorized  the  tstaldishmenl  of 
eoiiits  within  the  territory  of  Oregon  withcogni- 
zince  of  ull  civil  causes,  amounting  to  less  than 
i-2U0,  (one  thousand  dollars,)  and  of  all  criminal 
prosecutions  for  otlences  nol  capital.  lo  this  she 
assumed  the  exercise  of  ihe  highest  atlribulcj  of  so- 
I  vereigotj;  lor  w  hal  could  lie  a  more  Uiieel  exenisa 
of  so.eieign  power  than  deciding  on  the  righls  of 
property  and  |  r  Miouncmg  and  enforcmg  pmiHii  ,,cnl 
on  the  persons  of  cnen.'  ~  Mr.  U.  said  he  was  aware 
that,  ill  her  coiiiinunications  with  us,  Greal  Biiuiii 
I  diseiamied  all  intentK.n  of  extending  her  laws  oicr 
,  American  cilizeus;  hul  if  senators  would  look  al  iiic 
ducumenls  which  aceonipanied  the  pre.sideiu's  mes- 
sage, lb.  y  would  find  Ihal  the  Hudson  Bay  ^o.i.pjoy 
had  a  more  souiuiary  process  of  getting  i  i,i  of  the 
interference  of  American  ciluens  who  altcniptcd  to 
seitie  on  the  north  bank  ol  tlieColiiinbia.  On  peo- 
ple were  exempt  from  the  regular  operation  of  Brit- 
ish law,  Out  nol  fioui  those  proceedings  which,  witli- 
out  the  form  uf  law,  efi'ectually  accomplished  the  ob- 
ject in  vie.i. 

Under  these  circumstances  what  was  the  duly  of 
the  Uiiilcd  States?  As  .Mr  D.  did  not  inlcnJ  lo  iii- 
trii  le  hiiustlf  again  upon  Ihe  alieoUon  of  the  jcnala 
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while  Ihissiihjecl  W3=un. If  r(li-n]?Mnn.( 
exIraoriliTiMry  occiision  slmiild  an-e  for  iloiiin  50.)  he 
desired  to  say  rmw  Ihat  he  miended  lo  vole  in  Oivor 
uf  the  notine  lo  lerminalc  thai  j  Vint  orcnpancy  In 
Oregon  which  practioaliy  excluded  us  from  'he  oc- 
cupation of  any  part  of  Ihe  terrilory  north  of  the 
Columiiia.  He  would  then  eo  to  extend  the  juri?- 
dieiion  of  our  la»s  over  tin-  territory  and  r-slablish 
courts  there,  enforcing  Ihcra  upon  all,  will)  the  ex- 
ception of  Brilisii  suhjeols,  who  should  be  delivered 
over  for  trial  to  the  nearest  British  aiilhoriiy.  This 
would  avoid  collision  of  jurisdictions,  and,  as  he 
hoped,  collisions  of  every  oilier  sort:  and  then  he 
would  rslablish  a  chain  of  posts,  exleudinu;  from  the 
ravijiable  waleis  of  the  Missouri  lo  Ihe  eastern  face 
of  the  Rocky  mountains.  He  held  Ihat  our  hon.jr 
and  the  duly  we  owed  to  our  own  citizens  required 
this  much  at  our  hands,  and  he  trusted  that  laws 
would  be  parsed  and  executed  to  accomplish  the^e 
several  objects  with  promplitude  and  decision. 

Would   these  measures  produce  war?     He  did  not 
believe  that  tliey  would;  and  lie  could  not  believe  so, 
because  they    furnished    no  just  ground  for  war.— 
They  presented  no  provocation  10  Great  Britain,  for 
Ihe   notice  was    a  righl  expressly  euarantied  by   the 
irenty    itself,  and   the  extension  of  our  laws  in  Ore- 
gon would  be  no  more  than  what  had  been  done  by 
Great  Britain    in    thai    territory  for   a  quarter  of  a 
century.     The    establishment   of  posis    within    our; 
own   dominion   certainly  invaded   no  right  of  hers,  I 
and    therefore   he  could  not  believe  that  these  mea   I 
sures,  taken  lojiether,  would  lead  to  a  war.     And  he  . 
said    this   emphalically,  because  he  understood  that  1 
an    mlcrenre    had  been  drawn  from  certain  papcis,  j 
laid  before  the  senate,  that  a  sulden  blow  inizht  pos- 
sibU  be  stiuik  upon    our  seaboard.      He  d  d  not  be- 
lieve that    any   such  Ihiiig  would  liappeii.     If  Greal 
Britain    went  to  war  with  us  under  existing  circum-| 
slances,  it  would  be  a  war  of  pure  and  plain  a'j;i;res-  j 
sion.     No    naiiou  could  go  lo  war  in  such  a  state  ol  | 
thinj;s   without    exposing    ilself  lo  the  universal  re- j 
prohulion  of  mankind.     Any  nation  Ihat  atiempled  it] 
would    be    opposed  and  restrained  by  Iliat  powerful 
ronlroller  of  modern    nations,  public    opinion.     Im- 
mediate war  was  out  of  the  quesUun;  uordid  he  be- 
lieve    that    these    tilings    would    lead    to    eventual 
war  unless  Ihe  mere  as-ertion  of  our  right  could  be 
construed    into    a  national  oHence      In  this  opinion 
he  might  possibly  err,  and  collisions  mi.iht  ai  ise  under 
circumstances    which  we  could  not  control,  so  as  at 
length  to  grow  into  open  war.     Shouhl  such  a  state 
of  things  ever   occur,  .Mr.  D.  should  deeply  deplore 
it.     The  interests  of  humanity,  the  interests  of  free- 
dom and    of  self-governmeni,  all  suflered,  and  must 
ne.  essarily    suHer,    when    the  influence  of  law  was 
praclically  suspended  by  a  state  of  war.     Inlcr  arma 
fiUnt  leges   was   a   truth  of  which  history  furnished 
but   too  many  examples.     Mr.  U.  was  willing  to  do 
ni\ich    to   avoid  such  a  itsult,  provided  what  he  did  , 
was  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  honor     He  was  | 
(ully    aware    that   a    war  between   us    and   England 
could  not  but  be  inusl  disastrous  to  holh  nations,  and 
he    would   make  any  sacrifice  to  avoid  il,  but  Ihe  sa- 
crifice, as  he    had   said,  of  the  i;aliunal  honor.     Be- 
yond   this  he  could  nut  go.     ll  exemption  Irom  war 
could  be  obtained  only  liy   the  sunender  of  our  jusl 
rights,  il  never  should  he  obL.ined  w  iih  his  conseiil. 
If,  however,  a  war   was    ineviiable,  he  Iriisteu  we 
should  not  lall  into  Ihe  fatal  error  of  underrating  our 
adveisary.     With  some   opportunity  (d'  a  near  view 
of  the   existing    condition  ol   th"    Brili-.h   puwer,  he 
was  prepared  to  say  that  that  empire  had  never  been 
cap  ble  of  making    more    powertui    military    efforts 
than  at  Ihe  present  tinie.     He  knew,  to  be  sure,  that 
the  inurdinale  exlensiun  of  her  dominions  eonslilot 
cd    an    element   of  national    weakness,  and    il    was 
scariel)  consibleut  wilh  the  order  of  society  that  an 
eiii|.ire  of  such  vasl  exlent  and  coni|ia~s  should  for  a 
very  long  time  remain  unbroken;  but  trulli  required 
liim  to  say,  that  the  closest  (ib-ervatiou  had  not  eiia 
bled   him    lo   detect  au)  symptoms   of  that  national 
decay  which  wrought  out  the  dissolution  ofempires. 
England  was   laboring   under  eiiormmis  abuses,  and 
she   was   oppressed   by   enormous   buideiis,  but  she 
was  possessed  of  vast  strenglh  lo  endure  them.  Look 
at  her  soldiery:  Ihey    were    not    like    the    armies  ol 
Rome,  when  that  ancient  ei.  pire    w  as  approaching 
lo  its  lall;  their  strenglh  was  nut  cnervateil,  n.-r  was 
their    energy    or    discipline    relaxed.        We    found 
Ihem    under    llio    burning    heats    of    the    equator, 
and  amidst  the  ice  and  snows  ol  ihc  arctic  seas,  ba'.- 
llin"  svilh  the  elements  and  piillin;.;    toil   and  danger 
alike  at  deliauco.     Mr.  1).  pretended  nut  to  the  pie- 
rogaiive  of  looking  into  ihe    Inlure,  and  it  was  pos- 
sible that    Britain's  hour  might  be  near  at  hand,  hut 
all    men    knew    that   the    last    struggle  of  a    slrong 
inau  was  Ine  most  desperate,  and  thai  il  proved  dan- 
gerous to  those  who  had  succeeded   In    bunging  him 
(1  ,wn  to  the  earlh.     He  said  this  in  no  spirit  of  limi 
liny,  but   in  a  spirit  of  prudent    lorecasl;  for  he  de- 
sired our  people  lo  kii"W  I'lat  il  a  contest  did  couie, 


it  would  be  with  a  strnnj  a  Iversarv.  He  e  lertained 
no  doubt  of  our  ahilily,  ;iot  only  to  defend  ourselves 
but  to  Kive  back  blows  that  would  tell  upon  our  ene- 
my. We  n^'ver  had  been  stronger  than  we  were 
now;  we  are  slrong  in  position,  slrons  in  means  and 
rcsour.ies,  strong  in  the  spirit  and  courage  of  our 
people.  He  thought  the  defenceless  condition  of 
the  country  had  m  lliis  debate  been  soniewh.it  over- 
rated: he  ha  J  seen  it  stated,  eilher  here  or  elsewhere, 
that  there  was  at  this  time  s,.arce  a  gun  mou'.ted 
and  in  position  in  the  city  ol  New  York.  The  fact 
was  not  so;  Iheie  were  there  hundreds  of  guns  in  posi- 
tion, and  reaily  lo  repol  ihe  approach  of  an  invading 
I'oe,  and  there  were  as  many  more  which  could  be 
put  immedialely  into  position  for  efS-.-ient  service: 
insomuch  that  he  fell  .issured  Ihat  wilh  a  skilful  en- 
jineer  and  Ihe  means  already  in  our  possession,  that 
city  might  be  considered  as  well  prepared  to  resist 
an  attack. 

But  he  lurncd  from  all  these  forebodings  of  evils 
lo  express  his  entire  confidence  in  the  prudence  and 
wisdom  of  the  executive;  and  he  could  nul  doubt 
that  this  protracted  controversy  would  yet  be  setlled 
on  terms  honorable  to  both  nalions;  but  if,  in  this 
cheering  hope,  it  shouhl  turn  out  that  he  had  been  de- 
ceived, and  he  should  find  himself  under  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  up  the  sword,  he  trusted  when  that 
necessity  was  fully  come,  and  this  nation  once  took 
the  sword  into  its  hand,  that  that  sword  never  would 
be  laid  down  till  the  ri.;hl5  and  the  honor  ol  the  coun- 
try should  have  been  fully  vindicated. 


SPEECH    OF    MR.    BENTON, 

IN    SEN.\TE,    FEBRUAKY     19    1S46. 


DEBATE    IN    THE    UNITED    STATES    SENATE. 

Mr.  Binloii,  rose  to  addresse  the  senale,  but  at 
Ihe  commenccuient  his  remarks  were,  in  a  greal  de- 
liiee,  inaudible  to  the  reporter.  He  «  as  understood 
to  say  that  it  had  not  been  his  intention  lo  ad- 
dress  the  senate  in  relation  to  our  title  to  Oregon, 
but,  if  he  had  intended  to  speak  on  that  branch  ol  j 
the  subject,  he  stmuld  have  relinquished  Ihe  purpose 
after  listening  to  the  very  able  and  lucid  exposition 
of  it  by  the  lionorable  senator  from  New  Yoik,  (.Vlr. 
Dix.)  That  gentleman  had  placed  the  American 
liile  to  Oretion  on  grounds  that  were  impregnable, 
and  on  which  it  must  forever  stand.  A  speech 
more  replete  wilh  histiuiral  fact,  evincini  greater 
research,  or  more  crowded  w  iih  patient  remark  and 
convincing  argument,  it  had  never  been  Ins  lot  lo 
liear;  and  he  could  not  refrain  from  congralulating 
Ihat  honorable  gentleman  on  the  important  service 
he  had  rendered  to  his  country,  and  not  less  upon  the 
honor  which  he  bad  gained   for  himself. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  would  leave  the  question  of 
I  tille  where  thatsenatnr  had  placed  it,  and  would  turn 
'  his  attention  to  a  d liferent  branch  uf  the  question.— 
He  would  look,  biitfly, at  whal  had  been  done  or 
atiempled  by  Ihe  able  negotiaiors  who  had  employed 
then  selves  on  this  Oregon  question  for  Ihirly  years: 
at  what  had  been  offered  by  our  own  government  and 
refusi  (1  by  Ihat  ol  Great  Brilain,  and  at  the  measures 
which  had  hem  subsequently  leeommended  by  the 
president  for  adoption. 

And  tiere,  in  the  outset,  he  would  take  occasion  to 
say  that  he  concurred  in  whal  the  president  had 
done  and  what  he  proposed  lo  do.  After  thirty 
years  of  iiegolialion,  no  progress  had  been  made  in 
the  question  The  two  parties  stood  now  precisely 
as  thej  had  stood  in  1814,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  of  Ghent.  No  advance  had  since  been  made, 
and  the  negotiations  were  now  atasland.  The  pre- 
sident liad  communicated  lo  congress  all  that  had 
thus  far  taken  place  in  the  history  of  the  negolia 
lion,  and  now  recommended  such  measures  as,  in 
his  judgment,  il  would  be  proper  to  adopt.  Mr.  B. 
coiicuried  in  Ihe  recommendations  which  the  presi- 
dent had  made,  believing  them  to  be  no  more  than 
what  we  liave  a  right  to  do,  and  wlial  it  was  emi- 
nently necessary  and  proper  that  we  sli..uld  do.- 
IVlr.  B.  also  concuired  in  the  propriety  ol  tlie  oft'er 
which  the  piesidenl  had  made  lo  Uie  British  nego- 
lialor  Willi  a  view  to  compromise;  and,  though  it 
had  been  rcjecled  hy  the  leprcsenlalive  of  the  Bi  i-  j 
lish  goverim.enl,  it  had  liad  a  good  efl'ect  at  home:  ' 
II  h.id  sliuuilaled  our  own  people,  hy  showing  Iheiii 
how  great  sacrifices  llie  president  had  been  ready  to 
make  lor  Ihe  piescrvalion  of  peace.  He  was  happy 
lo  be  aide  to  say  Ihat,  as  a  people,  we  were  now  unit- 
ed at  home.  Ci  me  what  might,  happen  what  might, 
we  were  lliis  ilay  a  united  peuple. 

lie  concurred  with  the  president  once  more  in  his 
njeclion  ol  ihe  recent  ofier  of  negotiation.  Withour 
able  secrclary  <d  slate,  he  did  not  think  that  terrilo- 
rial  righls  constituted  a  proper  sutiject  for  arhiira- 
liou.  Among  crowned  heads  minor  questions  ol 
dispute  might  be,  and  often  had  btten,  submitted  lo  a 
common  umpire;  but  a  nation's  tille  to  its  territory, 
'  lis  claim  lo  imp'  1  lal  domain  over  its  own  soil,  never 


!  hail  been  made  a  subject  of  arbitration,  nor  did  he 
!  well  see  how  il  could  he.  He  entirely  concurred, 
therefore,  in  the  propriety  of  the  rejection. 

He  concurred  with  the  president  not  only  in  what 
he  had  offered  and  in  what  he  had  refused,  but  also 
in  the  measures  he  had  reconmended.  The  giving 
of  IhM  nolice,  the  extension  of  our  laws,  the  provid- 
ing military  prelection,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
miail,  with  suitable  stations,  through  the  wilderness, 
and  also  the  grants  of  land  to  our  settlers.  As  to  the 
establishment  of  military  posts,  that  had  already  been 
sanctioned  by  the  bill  of  last  session. 

The  extension  of  our  laws  had  been  proposed  by 
the  act  of  1821,  and  the  escort  for  a  mail  line  was  a 
mere  matter  of  police  regulation.  It  was  usual  to 
provide  for  the  safe  conveyance  of  despatches 
through  a  barbarous  country  by  an  escort  of  armed 
men,  who  should  convey  the  mail  from  post  to  post; 
experience  had  proved  that  this  was  the  cheapest, 
the  surest,  and  the  safest  mode  of  securing  a  regular 
intercommunication  under  circumstances  of  that  de- 
scription. Siiould  It  be  conveyed  by  an  ordinary  car- 
rier, both  the  mail  and  those  who  transport  it  would 
be  exposed  to  great  danger.  These  executive  recom- 
mendations needed  no  vindication. 

Mr.  B.  had  been  a  practisiui  lawyer  in  1818,  at 
I  the  line  the  convention  Willi  Greal  Britain,  in  re- 
I  spect  lo  Oicgon,  had  been  formed,  and  he  occupied 
at  that  time  a  position  which  gave  him  a  favorable 
opporUinily  to  observe  the  practical  working  of  that 
celebrated  treaty.  From  the  day  of  its  promulga- 
tion he  had  distinctly  seen  in  it  tlie  elements  of 
every  evil  which  the  experience  of  thirty  years  had 
since  disclosed,  and  he  had  written  them  down 
at  tlie  tune,  and  publisheo  them  to  the  world,  and 
were  it  nut  for  exposing  himself  to  the  charge  of 
egoiisin,  he  would  now  read  the  language  which  he 
had  then  writlen. 

[.\  voice:  "Read  it." 

.Mr.  15.  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  do  so, 
hut  he  had  it  befme  hiui,  and  it  bore  witness  to  the 
I  fact  that  he  had  staled.  He  had  then  seen,  wilh  the 
utmost  clearness,  that  the  aulhors  of  that  conven- 
lion  had  commitled  a  great  geographical  as  well  as 
1  pjlilical  blunder.  The  convenlion  spoke  of  making 
'  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  both  n.jtions  free 
on  all  the  rivers,  creeks,  bays,  and  harbors,  in  that 
territory,  just  as  if  there  had  been  great  multitudes 
of  rivers  there,  some  of  Ihem  belonging  to  England, 
and  some  to  the  Uniled  Stales;  vv*hereas  all  the  while 
there  is  but  one  river,  and  thai  belonged  to  us.  So 
it  spoke  about  all  the  harbors  being  free,  while  there 
was  but  or.e  harbor,  and  that  was  ours.  [A  laugh.] 
England  wanted  the  use  of  this  to  export  her  furs 
and  peltry,  and  to  import  her  goods  for  the  Indian 
trade  free  of  duly.  In  like  manner  the  convention 
spoke  of  all  the  territories,  while  there  was  no  ler- 
rilorv  but  one,  and  that  was  the  valley  of  the  Co- 
lumiiia, and  that  loo  was  ours.  It  was  a  gross  geo- 
graphical blunder  to  speak  as  if  many  rivers  and 
haibors  and  lerrilories  were  claimed  by  each  of  the 
parlies.  And  the  political  blunder  was  as  great  as 
the  geographical  Ihe  declared  object  of  the  con- 
ventiuu  was  to  make  all  Oregon  free  to  the  people 
of  both  nations,  in  order  lo  prevent  disputes  between 
ihem.  It  was  an  immense  mist  ike  as  well  in  the 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  as  in  an  acquaintance 
with  the  lessons  ol  all  history,  to  suppose  that  two 
descriptions  of  population  like  those  which  would 
inhabit  Oregon  could  exist  tiarmoniously  together  in 
Ihe  possession  of  equal  lights,  and  without  a  govern- 
'  meiil.  Why,  the  imlriarchs  could  not  live  peacea- 
I  blv  logelhcr  under  such  circumslances,  [a  laugh,) 
lei  alone  the  British  ami  Americans.  Mr.  B.  had 
seen  this  Irom  the  first,  and  fiad  written  it  down. — 
He  prcdiclcd  thai  the  consequence  of  such  a  stale  of 
things  would  be  the  total  expulsion  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  that  il  would  require  the  most  vigo- 
rous ellurts  eilher  of  policy  or  ol  arms  lo  recover 
possession. 

lu  1828,  when  the  convention  was  renewed  and 
indeliniiely  extended,  Mr.  B.  had  been  iu  public  life, 
and  had  been  literally  in  the  chair.  He  then  made 
head  against  the  renewal  of  the  convention;  he 
strenuously  opi'Osed  it;  and  his  name  would  now  be 
found  on  llie  records  of  the  senale  in  opposition  to 
the  ineasuie,  slandmg  nearly  If  not  quite  'solilary 
,ind  alone,"  [A  laugh.]  There  were  just  seven 
who  voled  with  him  against  il:  CuthUert,  Rowan, 
Johnson,  Kane,  Eaton,  and  Ellis,  making  with  him- 
self seven  in  all— the  totality  of  the  phalanx  which 
stood  at  that  day  in  opposition  to  that  convention, 
Ihu  conlmuance  of  which  was  now  universally  con- 
demned. The  convention  was  renewed  and  iiideti- 
I  nilely  exieuded,  and  its  etiects  had  been  pure  uu- 
1  mixed  mischief  to  ihe  Uniied  Slates  from  that  day 
lo  this.  It  had  worked  in  a  manner  directly  contra- 
ry to  what  had  been  intended  and  expected  by  Us 
authors.  Its  continuance  h.AS  been  hid  from  the  be- 
;  ginning,  and  is  now  impossible.  It  deprives  us  of 
the  benefit  secured  to  us  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent.— 
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By  the  first  arlicle  of  Ihat  treaty  we  were  entitled  |  Columbia  they  had  lost  500  men  killed  and  $500,000 
to  the  restoration  of  the  whole  volley  of  iheColiim- 1  worth  of  property  forcibly  taken  from  Ihem.  The 
bia.  Within  a  few  months  afterwards,  and  while  j  Hudson  Bay  Company  required  annual  reports  from 
Mr.  Madison's  administration  still  continued,  he  i  their  officers,  and  these  reports  would  confirm  these 
coiomeneed  ineasures  for  its  recovery.  He  applied  statements, 
to  Mr.  Baker,  the    British    charge   d''iifi'aires,  for  an  I      This  was  the  aclu.nl  operation  of  this  convention, 


order  for  the  delivery  of  the  sellkini-nt  on  the  Co- 
lumbia river  to  the  United  Stales.  Mr.  Baker  ex- 
cused himself  from  compliance  on  the  ground  that 
he  had  no  orders  to  that  efleel  from  his  government. 
Application  was  then  made  to  the  ministry  in  Lon- 
don. Some  delay  occurred;  hut  at  leiiplh  an  order 
arrived  for  an  unconditional  surrender  of  the  whole 
territory  of  Ihe  Columbia  valley,  with  a  declaration, 
dated  on  the  ISlh  February,  1318,  by  Lord  Castle- 
reagh,  that  lie  acknowledged  to  the  amplest  extent 
not  only  our  ri|j;ht  to  have  the  country  restored,  but 
to  remain  as  the  party  in  possession  while  negotiat- 
ing on    the  question    of  title,  and    until   the  compl 


which  was  expected  to  prove  a  bond  of  ha 
and  union  between  brethren;  which  was  expected  to 
cause  men,  who  were  rivals  in  the  same  pursuits, 
placed  side  by  side  in  the  same  woods,  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  what  they  would  probably  call  free 
trade,  to  live  in  perfect  peace,  without  the  least  jea- 
lousy or  strife! 

This  had  been  the  actual,  practical  working  of  a 
treaty  which  was  in  terms  perfectly  equal,  perfectly 
reciprocal;  hut  which  was,  in  its  efl'cet,  unju-l,  un- 
equal, one-sided  —  bestowing  all  its  benefits  on  one  of 
the  parties,  and  bringing  nothing  but  destruction  to 
the  other, 
tion  of  such  negotiation.  In  .August  a  British  ship  I  All  this,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  might 
of  wai  was  despjtched  to  make  the  stipulated  sur- ;  readily  have  been  foreseen.  Mr.  B.  hud  foreseen  it, 
render.     It  was  an    honorable   act   of  good  faith. —    and  declared  it.  ' 

But  at  the  very  moment  we  thus  got  back  Oregon  !  This  convention,  which  for  thirty  years  had  been  j 
under  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  our  negotiators  here  were  I  a  source  of  all  evil  to  us,  it  was  now  proposed  to 
giving  it  all  back  by  a  treaty  of  joint  occupation. —  j  terminate. 

While  we  were  just  acquiring  possession  with  one  ,  It  seemed  almost  impossible,  on  reflection,  that 
hand,  we  were  throwing  it  away  with  theolher.  The  I  our  people  could  have  been  expelled  from  such  a 
treaty  of  joint  use  was  thought  to  give  the  English  country  so  long.  But  they  were  not  going  to  be  ex- 
equal  rights  ill  the  territory  with  ourselves.  pelled  much  longer;  nor  would  they  consent  to  he 
From  that  day  to  this  lliat  treaty  or  convention  of  subject  to  British  law.  Nor  would  Mr  B.,  as  an 
joint  use  had  risen  up  against  us  as  an  adversary  in  :  American  statesman,  consent  that  a  mere  order  from 
our  path.  It  nullified  the  treaty  of  Ghent;  it  gave  the  agent  of  a  British  Fur  Company  shouM  pre- 
back  to  Great  Britain  what  slie  had  just  surrender- j  vent  the  operation  of  an  American  law.  The  fur- 
ed  into  our  hands;  it  put  her  into  posscssiim  of  Ihe  !  iher  actual  continuance  of  the  convention  was  now 
valley  of  the  Columbia,  and  It  put  us  out  of  posses  |  impossible;  and  it  should,  therefore,  be  regularly 
sion;  it  deprived  us  of  the  right  to  exclusive  posses-  i  terminated. 

sion,  which  Lord  Castlereagh  had  acknowledged  How  brief  were  the  lessons  of  experience,  and 
under  his  hand  that  wo  were  entitled  to  while  treat- 1  how  quickly  were  all  the  lessons  of  history  lost 
ing  about  title.  But  for  this  convention  the  whole  upon  those  who  ought  to  have  been  made  wiser  by 
country  would  have  been  delivered  up  to  us.  The  I  them.  All  that  tragedy  of  errors  which  had  oc- 
administration  would  have  taken  possession  of  the  curred  upon  the  northwest  coast,  was  but  a  repe- 
mouth  of  the  rivei,  in  token  of  our  possession  of  the  j  tilion  of  what  had  passed  in  the  great  northwestern 
whole  valley.  It  would  all  have  been  free  to  us  wilderness  in  1783,  and  again  in  1794.  Who 
without  quistion  on  the  part  of  any  power.  We  could  have  forgotten  what  look  place  after  the 
might    have   given    laws    to   Oregon    as   we  do  to  j  peace,  in  regard  to  the  delivery  of  the  northwestern 


other  portions  of  our  territory,  and  dispose  of  it  just 
as  we  thought  proper.  With  the  advantage  of  pos- 
session fully  conceded  to  us  by  the  British  govern 
meut,  we  should  not  have  had  thirty  years'  negotia- 
tion on  the  title. 

The  convention  just  reversed  the  position  of  the 
parties.  It  has  given  Britain  tUe  territory  for  thirty 
years;  and  all  they  now  ask  of  you  is,  to  let  the  con- 
vention stand  for  thirty  years  longer.  This  was  the 
first  great  evil  flowing  Irom  the  convention:  it  has 
entangled  us  in  a  connexion  we  have  not  to  this  day 
been  able  to  gel  rid  of;  and  if  any  difficulties  and 
dangers  exist  on  this  subject  now,  they  all  sprung 
from  this  one  source. 

Hoiv  had  tliis  convention  operated  within   the  ter 


ptislsr 

The  same  policy  prevailed  then  and  there:  the 
same  oppressive  interference  with  our  traders;  the 
same  eti'urt  at  Iheir  total  expulsion  Irom  all  the  be- 
nefits of  the  Indian  trade.  Hence  arose  the  Indian 
wars  on  our  frontier,  and  hence  eventually  the  war 
of  1812.  One  of  the  causes  of  that  war  and  a  very 
important  cause,  was  this  very  mixture  of  I5rili-h 
and  American  traders  in  an  Indian  country.  Mr. 
Jefl'erson  had  early  seen  Ihe  evils  certain  to  grow  out 
of  this  system  of  joint  use  of  the  same  territory,  and 
he  had  endeavored  to  get  rid  of  it;  and  he  directed 
Mr.  Madison,  then  his  secretary  of  state,  to  enter 
into  negolirttions  for  that  purpose. 

[Mr.  B.  hear  read  extensively  from  what  was  «in- 
ritory.'  Our  river  bad  been  navigated  by  the  British  j  derstoud  by  the  repoiter  to  be  a  report  of  Mr,  Wadi- 
traders  from  its   head    lo  its  mouth,  both  spring  and  i  son  to  the  president  ] 

fall.  The  traders  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  had  An  attempt  had  been  made  to  attach  lo  the  stipu- 
brought  down  their  I'urs  for  shipment  from  the  lations  of  joint  occupation,  under  .Mr.  Jay's  treaty, 
mouth  of  our  river,  w  hich  righlfully  belonged  to  our  !  a  provision  to  terminate  Ihem  on  notice;  but  it  was 
own  traders.  Joint  occupancy!  Who  ever  heard  of  [  not  acceded  to.  The  war  of  1812  alone  could  put 
American  traders  going  up  or  coming  down  Frazer's  i  an  end  lo  these  evils.  The  British  government  held 
river.'  By  the  convenlion  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  I  on  to  the  advantages  they  had  gained,  nolwiihilaiid- 
of  the  Columbia  ..as  made  tree  for   the  iniporlaliuu    ing  all   remonstrance,  until  that   glorious  war  com- 


of  all  the  cuinpany's  goods  Irom  Europe  and  Asi 
free  of  duty,  in  consequence  of  which  must  otner- 
wise  have  received  thu..e  duties,  and  an  equally  great 
injury  inflicled  on  our  o.\n  fur  traders,  who  had  to 
pay  duty  on  much  of  their  goods,  while  the  British 
traders  paid  none;  all  which  difference  was  so  much 
loss  to  them  in  the  sale  of  their  furs,  as  well  as  in 
other  respects. 

The  Hudson  Bay  Company  had  spread  their  lerri 
loriat  possessions,  not  only  over  the  whole  valley  of 
the  Columbia  and  inlo  the  Caliloriiia,  but  across  the 
Kucky  Mountains  and  down  upon  the  headwaleis 
of  some  of  the  streams  which  fell  inlo  the  Mis- 
souri. The  Americans  had  been  swept  from  the 
whole  region,  and  we  had  continued  to  be  expel- 
led from  it  down  to  the  year  1842,  w  hen  the  he- 
roic people  of  the  west  coniuieiiceU  recovering  back 
the  ground  we  had  lost  by  our  previous  improvi- 
dence. 

Mr.  B.  referred  lo  a  message  of  President  Jack- 
son, sent  to  the  senate  fifteen  years  ago,  in  reply  to 
a  call  lor  inlormation  touching  the  British  cstaDlish- 
menls  in  Oregon  and  the  trade  and  seulemenis  of  Ihe 
Hudson  Bay  Company,  and  the  facts  lliere  staled 
verified  the  staleuieiils  whicli  Mr.  B.  had  Just  made 
as  to  the  expulsion  of  our  cilizeus  fruui  ihe  whole 
Columbia  valley.  One  paper,  drawn  uji  by  genttenien 
of  all  others  the  most  cuinp.:ieiit  to  furnish  aullieiuic 
statements  on  such  a  subject,  being  the  governors  o; 

Michigan  and ,  stated    that  in  the  alleiupls  ol 

the  American  Fur  Company  to  carry    on  their  trade 


pelled  it  to  lei  go  ils  bold.  The  case  of  Ih 
west  posts  was  closely  analogous  to  the  case  of  the 
Columbia  valley:  in  both  there  was  a  joint  permis- 
sion to  British  and  American  traders  in  the  same 
territory:  and  to  the  injuries  and  oppressions  en- 
dured by  our  citizens  under  it,  was  to  be  traced  the 
high  exasperation  of  our  people,  and  the  consequent 
war  of  1812. 

All  the  reasons  then  urged  against  the  system  ap- 
plied now  with  a  thousand  limes  more  force.  Could 
any  person  suppose  that  the  administration  of  .Mr. 
Jeflerson,  if  now  in  power,  would  hesitate  for  a  mo- 
ment about  giving  this  notice  to  Great  Britain.'  No. 
And,  wilh  such  an  example  before  our  eyes,  we 
ought  not  to  hesitate  more  tliau  they. 

The  longer  continuance  ol  the  convention  had 
now  become  not  only  impeditic,  but  impossible.  Our 
people  had  gone  there,  and  he  knew  little  of  them 
who  supposed  Ihat  Ihey  would  ever  retire.  British 
laws  were  there;  and,  wlielher  it  was  formally  ap- 
plied lo  our  people  or  not,  they  never  ^v  ould  be  con- 
lent  to  live  with  such  a  rod  suspended  over  their 
heads.  The  passing  of  such  a  law  a..>  that  of  1821 
was  a  great  inlraclion  of  the  treaty  of  joint  Uic,  and 
it  would  be  infinitely  greater  if  it  were  suBered  to 
continue  after  this  notice  should  have  been  given. — 
It  came  in  with  Ihe  joiiil  use,  and  it  would  go  out 
with  It.  It  was  impossible  Ihat  the  two  races  ol 
people  should  live  there  together,  either  wiiuoul 
law  or  with  a  double  set  of  laws:  our  settlers  woild 
not  live  either  in  a    state    of  anarchy  or    under    the 


in  the  Rocky  Mountains  and    in   the   valley  of  the   jurisdiction  of  British  law;  and  we   must  prcpar*  to  |  'c 


change  Iheir  condition.  We  had  now  reach,  d  a 
point  where  we  must  act.  We  must  «ep.irale  ihnse 
people,  and  let  them  live  each  under  their  own  sys- 
tem of  laws.  We  were  charged  wilh  llie  duly:  and 
we  were  responsible  lo  the  interests  of  humanity 
and  of  peace,  we  were  responsible  to  Christendom, 
if  we  dill  not  prevent  evils  plai.ily  foreseen,  by  ap- 
plying the  remedy  whiidi  was  in  our  power.  The 
eovcriiniiMits  lit  ilic  two  nations  were  responsible, 
and  so  they  woiihl  he  held  by  all  men,  if  collisions 
i.iok  (lace,  if  blood  was  shed,  and  carnage  and  coii- 
lligralion  were  spread  over  the  whole  lcrrilor>-,  or 
kindled  bulb  nations  into  a  desolating  war.  Mr.  B. 
would  hold  this  government  to  ili  re>poiisiliiliiy  fur 
all  the  consequences  which  might  ensue  if  it  suH'er- 
ed  the  present  dangerous  sta'e  of  things  in  Oregon 
longer  to  conliiiiie.  Separate  the  people;  keep  ineiu 
apart;  let  each  live  under  its  own  government  and 
its  own  laws. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  very  clear  that  consequences 
were  lo  grow  out  of  this  measure.  But  what  con- 
sequences.' Any  which  we  had  cause  to  dread,  for 
siuiply  doing  what  we  had  a  right  to  do,  and  what 
was  iniperalively  necessary.'  What  consequences.' 
In  an  age  like  this,  was  Ihere  a  man  or  a  nation  to 
be  found  who  would  make  it  a  subject  of  moilal 
combat  Ihat  anollierhad  done  what  he  had  a  perfect 
1  ight  to  do — a  right  acknowledged  by  that  very  parly 
liimseir? 

Mr.  B.  could  see  no  evil  which  could  grow  out 
of  Ibis  measure,  but,  on  the  contrary,  immenso 
good . 

I  he  first  benefit  would  be  lo  do  away  wilh  the 
joint  use  of  Ihe  territory,  and  remit  both  parlies  to 
all  the  rights  they  held  before  they  eiUered  inlo  the 
convenlion.  This  would  entitle  us  lo  Ihe  possession 
of  the  whole  valley  of  ihe  Columbia,  and  restore  us 
the  right  to  remain  so  while  treating  on  the  ques- 
tion of  lille.  We  held  the  British  Irealv  slipulation 
for  Ihe  restoration  of  that  valley,  and  a  IJrilish  order 
to  give  il  up,  w  lib  the  Irank  admission  of  Lord  Cas- 
[  llereagh  Ihat  we  were  enlilled  lo  ils  exclusive  pos- 
session »  hile  negotiating.  The  notice  would  rein- 
slate  us— put  us  bark  where  we  stood  Ihirly  years 
ago.  And  this  was  every  thing.  For  really  it  was 
the  Columbia  river  and  its  valley,  together  with  a 
few  porls  lo  the  north  of  it,  which  consliluied  all 
that  v-as  important  in  the  Oregon  mailer.  Restore 
lis  to  the  position  we  held  in  1813,  and  we  should 
have  nearly  all  we  demanded  England  held  lliis 
now:  and  she  Was  coiilent  wilh  her  position.  She 
enjoyed  the  free  navigation  of  the  river:  she  had  a 
free  port  at  its  moulh:  three-fourlhs  of  the  country 
exclusively:  and  the  remaining  fourth  iii  joint  oc- 
cupancy. Her  obvious  policy  was  to  spin  out  the 
controversy:  lo  produce  delay,  and  yet  further  de- 
lay, and  then  to  negotiate  and  delay  for  another  thir- 
ty years. 

But  let  us  only  be  put  back  into  possession,  as  we 
had  a  right  lo  be,   and  the    whole  question  would  bo 
changed.     For    the    second    great   advantage  of  il,e 
notice  would    be  lo   accelerate    iiegotialiun.     Gnat 
Brilain  would  then  be  as  anxious    to  sellle  Ihe  ques- 
tion as  now  to  keep  it  open.     Her  interest  would  be 
just  Ihe  other  way.     She  would   be  very  desirous  of 
i  retaining  a  po>session  which    was  worth  everv  thing 
to  her.     Hence    .Mr.  B.  looked  upon   the   nol'ice  not 
only  as  a  peace  mea'ure,  but  as    the    first    step   in  a 
I  series  of  measures  for   the  preservation  of  peace.— 
;  Far  from  breaking  oH'  Ihe  negolialions,  il  would  ac- 
j  celerate  them,     lis  efiect  would    be  lo    bring  think- 
ii-.g  men,  both    in   England    and    the    United  SlaUs, 
together,  Ihey  would    ilieii    be  convinced  Ihat  some- 
thing must  be   alone,  and  inquire  in   earnest  what  it 
u  as. 

He  considered  the  lime  as  auspicious.  The  two 
!  countries  were  at  peace,  and  in  a  general  slate  of 
amily  and  Inei.dly  iiilercour.se.  He  believed  that 
the  mass  of  both  naliuns  were  anxious  Ihal  il  should 
coiitinut.  The  question  itself  was  now  free  from 
all  that  could  embarrass  It.  There  wasas  yet  no- 
thing to  fire  the  blood  and  fill  the  bosoms  of  men 
with  indignation.  i\o  injuries  or  indignities  had  as 
yet  been  pcrpelraled  on  eilher  side,  lo  aggravile  Iha 
point  of  honor  and  excile  to  the  strife  ol  arms.  It 
was  a  mere  question  of  public  national  property, and 
ought  so  to  be  treated.  A  more  propitious  tiuie 
could  not  be  found  t..  chise  negotiauons  and  brin' 
the  question  lo  a  sellleiiieiil.  But  if  ihis  difliculiy 
was  sullertd  lo  hang  on— if  the  selilcment  was  left 
to  drag  till  sonic  cidli-ion  look  place,  or  some  blood 
should  be  shed,  the  parties  wouM  then  inulually  call 
upon  Iheir  governments  lo  take  up  Ihe  quarrel,  and 
great  dilli.-ullies  must  necessarily  aii-e. 

.Mr.  B.  saio,  in  conclusion,  Ihat  he  should  go  for 
the  notice,  rejoicing  that  the  lime  had  come  lo  end 
a  convenlion  which  had  proved  the  source  of  con- 
staiil  unmixed  mischief  to  Ihis  country;  and  he  should 
vole  lor  it  under  the  firm  conviction  llial  it  was  a 
pc^ce  measure.  Yet  he  was  prepared  lo  vole  (or  il, 
e  what  come  may." 
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rcac!.H,l  is^ew  York  in  2^  .lay-  fp...  P..rl.-u.  .m.  .,  I)  ini- 
niiLmdc,  da.es  o  .he  7tli  Feb.nnry,  |..ui- Jays  later 
,l,a„  ,l,a,  by  .i.e  Cnml.r.a.     The  ..•■.....n  "'"};'';'":;;''■ 

I?e,  -'.'<'"  ';^'l"«>-'  O'Co.Mieli  had  ,„i,.Kl„c.d  a 
c,v',*i.'"e'a.i'Ju  ..r  the  a;.preh.>nded  la.nK.e  in  Ir..!a.id  in 
im'rbaiiu'lil.     The  money  m^.rkel  remained  qa.el. 

Orders  to  a  considerable  amount  lur  barley,  rye,  oal9, 
and  ei.eap  bread  stuffs  were  i.i  Ensland  from  the  con- 
Iinell.. 

New  TARIFF.  Mr.  Peel  announced  his  inti-nlion  to 
ndnce  ihe  du.y  on  limber,  now  23  lo  Los.  I'rom  Apnl 
1547  ti>e  duly  on  hewn  timber  will  be  reduced  Bs  ,  and 
in  twelve  m  .nlhs  thereafter,  65.  more.  . 

To  ennnirie=,  whe.i  the  new  lanft  would  be  in  opera- 
tion, Mr.  Peel  .ushered,  ihnt  so  soon  as  the  house  would 
■,lfir  n  any  ieS"lnnOH  it  .niulit  be  phased  to  come  1",  the 
c  ,verinn,-i.i  would  iiiini''dia.ely  per. nit  the  reduction,  a» 
usual  ill  =n.!i  ea^e-,  mkina  yu^ir  umes  for  any  evemual 
devi„'.ion  fr-in  the  propo-.-d  rates.  ir, .,„,;„ 

IxDlA.N  CORN.  O  .  ti.e  5th  ol  F.  h:n  ,rv,  ^;-,f^  «i  " 
ihr  ho'i^e  .d'  uooiinons  eii'iuiied  ol  ine  eliancei.r  ol  ibe 
exciien-i.-r.  "heiher  ihere  was  aoy  ir.ith  in  1  he  report 
"u.-.'vein.nent  had  purchased  a  quantpyof  maiz",  for 
ilii-  niarkei  lioui  'he  Untied  Stales?  He  Old  not,  though 
m  nv  did  believe  the  minor. 

■lue  .  l,aiic.r-or  replied,  that  immediately  upon  receiv- 
ing ik-  le'rt  of  Ur.B'uirplay  and  Mr.  Lmt^ley,  alter 
co'isuliaiion,  or.icrs  were  given  by  govenun.nt  to  make 
snnli  iiurchase.s,  with  a  view  to  Ireland.  1 

Mr  F  enquired  what  qnaniil)?  The  answer  was  not  . 
he-ir.r  iMr  F  con>idere.l  the  piiiiciple  ol  ihe  transao-  1 
l„m  n'mst  objeeiiona'.le,  as  paralyzint;  pnva.e  euterpiise. 
Jlc  ^honl.l  io-iiiorro,v,  move  an  .■nquirv  n  .w  .iiiiuli,  ,v.c. 
i;  dMorpeih  had  been  eleeted  to  pailianieul  rom 
tie  Wes!  Ridi  g  "'"  Y..rksb.re,  the  great  a.Mieultaral  i 
di-  r.ci.  u.i(Aoii(  uppusVion  Tins  is  cl.mned  a-  it  uI  t  it 
iiie  .arieui  uris;s  wid  nut  seriously  oppa-e  Mf.  feei.- 
new  corn  la-^  movemeiTs.  , 

Tn.  Oklgon  Qt.EST.ON.-The  London  ^'■''^;.  °"^ 
7.h,  Ins  an  ariicle  commendins  iMr.  Calhoun  ,.nove- 
neiit  in  the  United  Sia;es  senaie.  _  Anodier  ai  i.U.  m 
il,..  v.mie  paper  adnuls  tliat  tlie  \ear  s  notice  would  be  a 
e.r  ot  "taee,  wherein  to  reconcile  "the  difieienees  be- 
iween  two  great  stales,  arising  out  of  a  question  so  un- 
worthy of  iTieir  comniun__or4in,  their  present  greatness, 

"' TheTolldoirC/tro 'I'we,  (ministerial)  of  the  4ih,  notic- 
in  .  ilie  news  from  ihe  United  States  10  the  ISib  Januaiy, 
by  Ihe  packet  ship  Yorkshire,  ■■■.Uwh  made  her  passage 
o„  n  15J  days,  e!,>nm,ents  a.  length  upo.;i  the  proposi- 
nun  to  .tvetl.e  twelvemonths  iioiiee  1.  "^-"^  "■' 
•■sin.e  the  publieaiion  ot  '"e.t''';^''^''"' %  ""'M  "  el 
ib.aday  wlien  ihe  packet  sails  for  the  United  sates, 
lieliave  heard  but  .^ne  opinion  upon  me  suhject.  le 
adoutionol  ine  president's  recommendations  will  not, 
and  c'l   1  o  be  teaarded  in  any  other  light  than  asa  hos- 

"TnecCnicle  proceeds. to  show  «h:it  "ould  he  dje 
state  of  theca-e.m  lecepiioii  of  the  noiiee,  even  il  ac- 
companied 1^  '^,;^-;;;;-t!rha  1  J":  ^n"hi;; lu' 

ii:';^;;':!,'  :\«:^^"dtrn:y:,titi:o,  ihuscon^icied 

under  du.ess.  Lis.en  to  the  spirit  11,  w  .leh  the  AmH,- 
can  ..overmii.nt  would  enter  upon  such  neaaiation  ■- 
•1  lie'Wa-hinKlon  Uniun,  tl.edHcial  paper,  »  hich  r^ach- 
iJ  us  ;aV,'i..|,t,savs,  indeed,  ili.it  ih-  nouce  is  a -peace 
m.-^a... ,"  beeatisi-  ii  suengdiens  oi.r  uyvernineiit  to  ne- 
',iiaie°i.  aiiho.ior..bleadj.stmenl  under  die  pressure 
ol  ,'n  aiternaiivo  «hicli  England  cannot  hi"  K"/!' "P"';  1 

irtr'i^w^'S'  ^iner-tins  rsie  :s;  .;:;;nine,,dcd  j 

-         V  the  govermnent,  and  would  no  doui.t  be  adopted  by 
,|Ll,.,:ia:urcol  the  Untied  States.,    -Oive  'he  "ot ic.,    | 
„    ,u  '•lor  ihen    Kmdaiid.  leueving   war  to  be  iiievi- . 

;;:,^  ^di  we'«:v!-'  -No>J  it  is  i--t;-'^,i'«--;:;:  1 

b.  lave  that  negoiianons  entered   upon    uidei    sucl    ui    1 

,    :,i  u  ■•"    and  in  such  a  spirii.  cannot  be  brought  10  a 

l^,^A:^^^v\>-nn\n::U;n.  <h^i    «e   have   Ironi  the  begin- 

n    It  r.s    d  ourhoi.es  "f  peaec  almost  Solely  up.m  the 

B^^n^;:rirrui;iXco^nuero\::^^-n;hr 
;^;;ir'ih^p;^:ur:ofXrrS:;-oM-rv^ 

1.0   be  strongly  nnp.es^...d    'd-'V  'l^.f  "'";■'    J  ^'^.  | 

|,c  dial  to  adopt  a  resolution  to -ive  the  yea  s  lob 
:';  (a'r  ircm  (unhanug,  as  they  suppo..:  it  wo  ki  K  e 
progre^.s  ol  n,  g.,lia.ipns,  would  '»',',,"•'.  "J'"'  " 
lor  their  eeilam  laihire  b.  lore  «e  I, id  <  '^  '  ^'1'  'J 
tl„-m.  We  a,e  anxious  that  ties  'M'''  '"'T  '  '^  ,.  ■,i;,  ,,, 
beheve,ll,u   opinion  ol  ibe   gleal    '■"''.'■',''' ,;'l';;, 

i;:'[;::i^ro;'d;ardo!:^,ot':-ir;ni;',nvoue^m^^ 

of  some  impoiiani  mlcrest.  VVt_^^,  such  a  "I'.'.  S  ,*  °  . 
iiiL'  on  our  part— IS  11  wise  to  draw  us  upon  an  ai  irmi 
ive"  which  we  must  at  once  and  mdignunily  leject?- 
Let  negotiaiioiie  be  reopened  i'/'";  "'''i^ '"» .^i;,';,'.' 
nindo.  'I'hey  will  now  be  condu.  led  uiidei  "-ici  1 
^nces  mo.'  (avurublo  ^^''" 'X.'^i^l^J^:'^  .j  ' 
let  not  the  American  people  'l''"'''' 'I'-^'r^'J'*,  ,^„  L 
i.osiiiff  ihal  Ihey  wi  get  better  leitns  by  diiviug  us  .10 
acorfcr     Ut 'Item  hot  ho  .0  blind  a.  to  suppotc  -hat 


rmimtion  of  lb-  exisioK'   treaiy    will  lacih.ale  ne-  I      The  Argestive   IJkpl-DUC.     litelligence   via  Kio  de 
i       or  t  la    E    dimd  will  re-ard  such  a  step  in  any    Janeiro,  stales  iliat    Rosas  had  improved  the  iime  since 

;;^^";i;l;:;'t^;he  ^rst  indicano,.  of  unfriendly  tn- 1  t^^^x^:^::;j^^rT'^.^::^'F^''^n&x 

forces  had  bou'jhi  victory  al  50  dear  a  price  on  thai  occa- 
sion that    noibing   further  has  since  been  alterapied  by 


len.ions.-- 

France.— A  debate  relative  lo  the  French  govern- 
menrsinteifereiieein  lheTe.«s  anair.oa  a  motion  to 
amend  the  address  in  reply  to  the  king's  speech,  took 
place  in  the  ,  liamber  of  depniies.  in  which  M  Reniusat 
and  ^1.  Thiers  advoca'ed.  and  M.  Gniz  n  opposed  the 
amendment,  v>  bicb  on  division,  was  negatived  . 
nays23i— m-ijority  lor  minisnrs  6<. 

I.VDIA  IVar  and  aniifjafion.— R  imhav  despatches 
reached  London  on  Hie  5ti,  bringing  imelligencc  ihai 
war  coinmencod  on  ilie  ai-t  D.-c.  in  ihe  Pui  j  lub.  1  he 
Suileie  river  was  crossed  by  ih.-  Sdih  army.  " ah  30  1100 
men  and  150  cannon.  A  battle  immedi.iiely  ensued — 
The  Bridfh  forces  under  sir  John  Dit'er  were  forced  lo 
retire,  wi  h  considerable  loss,  but  he  governor  tieneral 
and  commander  in  chief  came  lo  Ins  relief  and  rever.^.-d 
the  scene.  The  balile  coniinned  during  the  2M  -the 
lots  severe  on  boili  .'ides;  but  when  ihe  express  leli  lue 
field,  the  British  had  su.ic.-eded  in  eapiiiring  55  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  it  was  b.  lieved  the  natives  would  be 
ilriven  over  the  river  a^'ain.  r    r  •.    , 

The  lerrit  iry  id'  Pn  ijuih  wai  proclaimed  as  lorleitea, 
d  forihwiiii  unnejed  10  the  B.iiish  empire 


r  uiiiied  forces. 


,„j.  ,      Relations  with  Mexico.    Vera  Cruz   date^i   to   the 

165  1  31st  and  Mexico  to  the  27th   January,  are  received,  vi.-i 

'  j  Ne«  Orleans  and  Havana.     All   ihe  provinces,  except 

Yucaian.  had  subnniied  toParedes,  who  wasaaimna  m 


The 


minister 


favor  of  ihr    misses. 

Jalapa.onthe  31»i,  waiting  insirucieuis 

Letters  from  Havana  state,  that  Santa  Ana  was  pre- 
paring to  return  to  Mexico  this  moaih. 


■yucATi-i.  Letters  are  published  in  tne  New  Orleans 
'  Delia,  Irom  Yucaian,  dated  4ih  Feb.,  which  says— 'Our 
own  banner,  with  the  five  stars,  is  now  waving  all  over 
'  ihe  peninsula,  and  we  have  Svvorn  to  keep  it  up  as  long 
as  we  have  an  aim  lo  defend  ourselves  v\  iih.  and  never 
I  10  allow  the  Mexican  flag  to  show  iia  colors  again  i  .  our 
free  and  i.iuependent  nation.''  *  *  ■*  'Wt  have  de- 
!  termined  to  send  a  eommiitee  10  Washington,  so  as  10 
I  the  government  id'  the  United  States,  to  protect  ns  and 

,u  loio....... -. ■-  -     .  I  give  us  aid,  in  case   that  Mexico  should  once  more  a t- 

/.,         c.  .    !  r.  I  Tpninf  lo  iiiinnse  noon  us — for  "  e  are  now  deiermined  10 

New  !1olla.vd.  E.re.she  /re .(.-Cap..  S.ewar..  eft  |  e .  P^  1  >  '  P°^.^;Py"^,„„d  i„  ,|efence  of  our  hber.y  and 
Port  Adelaale  a  year  and  a  hall  ago  0  proceed  m.rtl  1-  |  \^'^"JX,J  ^^^  „„uld  railier  die  in  die  baiile,  or  on 
1"  ■""*'  .""^J'i"^.o'"'"r'ld'"i:i'i,ud:  29"40''ouih  H  «  l  ,  ie?ca  rl,  .ha,,  sub.mt  again  to  ine  Mexican  govern- 
h^fr'm  lon'o  -I  "e  Zt  ^Mh^i'iltM  1  ordieTn  pointers  '  me.-'  hy  which  we  have  not  been  treated  as  brother., 
i!,;',i^ely"earfui:  He  says-'T  found  the  iherinometer,  |  but  worse  than  slaves 
winch    v~ns  iixed  in  ihe  shade  of  a  large  ltee,_  tour  feel  •      - 


Irom  the  oround,  stationary  at  150  degrees  of  Fahren- 
heat  at  half  past  2  P.  M.,  and,  in  ihe  direct  rays  of  the 
sun  il  rose  10  157  degrees,  li  had,  on  a  lornirr  occa- 
sion', stoi;d  at  132  degrees  in  the  shade,  and  1(33  degrees 
in  the  sun  '■ 

The  Oregon  qoestiom— f^  ■''.  ■Senile.  .An  exciting 
conversation  occurred  on  Thir^diy  las:  in  the  U.  ^.  se- 
oaie,  between  ihree  of  the  leading  members  of  the  nn- 

""iMr  EIaywood,  of  N.  Carolina,  (a  friend  of  Mr.  Cal-  I 
houiO  was  ennchiding  n  poweriul  speech,  in  which  he 
bid  maintaine.l  ihat  the  twelve  monihs'  nonce  should  be 
uiven,  and  that  ihe  diffi.nilty  could  be.  and  oiisht  10  be  | 
co.niiroini-ed  on  ihe  49°.  He  insisted  ihal  Presiilent  ■ 
I'odi  "as  not  eommitied  at  the  Balitinore  convention 
,  ith.  r  fir  Oreg.iU  or  'I'exas.  That  convention  had  said, 
'■Mr  Piilk,  will  you  be  our  candidate?  We  can  elect 
vou."'  His  reply  was,  "I  will,-eleci  me  it  you  c.n,"- 
hut  niil  a  >vord  about  Texas  orOreL'on.  He  denied  that 
ihe  president  was  commined  at  all  beyond  die  49  . 

Mr  Aifen,  cliairinan  of  the  Ciiinmiiiee  on  foreign  re- 
lali.ms,  and  ^U.  Hu.megan,  senator  of  Indiana.  Iwih, 
(Wi-  quote  Irom  die  ,-,irrespi,ndeni  lit  the  American,)  111 
a  manner  as  exaied  as  it  was  pere-mpniry,  oemanded  10 
know  il  ihe  ^enal■lr  Irom  N.  Gar.ilina  spi,ke  for  ihe  ex- 
ecu  ive —il  he  was  auihorized  bv  ihe  preMUent  to  say 
he  uou'ld  conipr.Mnise  on  ih-  49th  parallel? 

Mr.  Hai/uood,  in  reply  to  Mr.  /IHew,  said  that  what 
'  he  had  said  he  would  abide  by.  Bm  '».  senator  wi'h  an 
air  ol  personal  auihiirity  should  deyn.ntd  .<t  him  what  he 
had  ..=aid,and  whether  or  imt  he  spoke  tor  the  e.veentive. 
He  had  wriiien  what  he  had  .spoke  befue  he  uttered  11, 
and  now  ihal  his  speech  was  delivered,  he  should  |innl 
it 


Business  Circles.  Embargoed  hy  the  snow  sMrm  — 
The  ihaw  is  now  swelling  the  .'ireams  rapiilly,  anil  ihe 
spring  trade  will  conimence  foriluii  h.  Maiiy  i'f  the 
nurchanis  from  a  distanee  are  already  purclia-ing. — 
Tran^poriatinii  is  the  Wiird.  Railn'ads  are  in  request. 
Canals  that  can   iransmit  freight  earliest,  and  latest,  of 


adv 


■  ■f  iiiliers 
Wesicrn  rivers  are  swelling,  and 
be  ploughing  their  waves  by  tliou- 


Mr.  Alien,  in  great  perlurbiition,  went  on  to  Jemaiiii 
(I  could  liol  hear  what.)  hut  he  was  iminedlilely  called 
loorde'-  liV  Mr.  Wish  oil,  of  Florida. 

.Mr  //.'../.eoorf, -aid  he  would  save  ihe  senalnr  from 
Ohin  a  xielu  deal  ol  trouble  by  lelhng  hini  at  once  that  he 
sh.iuld  Till  answer  his  qui'siKuis. 

Mr.  Allen— -lam  glad  that  ihe  senator  lakes  back 
whal  he  has  said.''  ,  ,     ,  , 

Mr.  Huyiiwod,  I  am  glad  to  see  ilia;  my  speech  tal.es. 
(Great  laiighier.) 

Mr    Hanntgciii,  niivi   rose   lo   argue  that  1  exas   and 
Oicon  were  i«m  questions,  and  had  bieii  so  consider-  , 
ed  when  before  congress  a  year  since.  Fie  held  too,  that  I 
die  executive  would   be  inconceivably  based  he  com- 
promised Ihe  Oregon  qnesliiin  shori  ol  54  40. 

He  wi.iild,aiid  here  I  quote  his  own  worils  "he  beyond 
resnirec.iiiU.and  r.  ach  a  lall  fo  priiku.id— a  damnaiion 
..,,  uci  p  ihat  the  haiiil  •>!  reMirreciion  duld  not  reach  him. 
111...  lalsebood  would  be  gti  0  er  iliaii  that  ol  the  Serpent 

Mr.  H.  was  also  par  icularly  disturbed  by  a  remark  of 
Mr  Huyood  ihiu  all  ihe  exciiemeiii  which  had  arisen 
upmi  ilns  qu.siion  was  in  cmsequence  of  a  desire  of 
,■  r  ain  small  men  10  fill  hirre  pla.-es.  Belter  do  ao,  said 
liu  seiiaioi  lioin  Indiana,  diaii  be  the  subservient  sup- 
p'e  fillowei  dii"ti  die  back  sni'i--  o  the  sXecunve.  And 
l,.|  die  -eiiaior  Ir.uii  North  Carolina  remcmlier,  too,  the 
maxim  which  ia)s  those  who  live  in  glass  houses  should 
niii  Ihiow  s  ones. 

1„  eiii,elui.iiin  he  a-nin  denounced  die  execuiive  as 
|,„  ng  ed  bey.iinl  ihe"faiber  of  lies  bimsell,  if  he  sh.iuld 
cvir  be  vMlliii"  to  take  less  ihun  04  10.  'I  his  debaie 
«as  ildinilelyTllnu^ing  to  tho.se  who  heard  ii.  1  have 
„„.  tim,.  to  send  a  fiidilnl  sckeich  beloru  ihe  car=  le-.ive. 
all  past  4  o'clock,  adjourned    till  Mon- 


ths seasons,  "ill  h 
t.orth  of  them.  Th 
busy  boais  will  sooi 
sands.  .   ,        .    .       f         , 

Murhels  remain  wiihoui  maierial  variaiion  from  lorm- 
er  quoiaiions.  Flour  and  provisions  a  shade  lower.— 
Indian  corn  has  advanced. 

Naval.  The  U.  S.  ship  Columbia,  reached  Rio  da 
Janeiiii  on  the  6th  of  January,  52  days  'rrom  Norfo'k. 

The  Rurilan  ami  Porlfmnt/th  were  at  Rio.  The  Ctn- 
eress,  sailed  thence  on  die  IS'li  January  for  the  PariHe. 
Capt.  Stocki.m  gave  a  N.-w  Year's  jidlificatior,  whilst  a: 
Rio,  at  which  Mr.  and   Mrs.  Wise  were  invited  oues-s. 

The  itiin  ateamer  schooner.  Hunter,  reached  N.  Or- 
leans on  ihe  iDih  111..  She  made  1 1^  niili-s  per  hour, 
with  the  cnneni,  averaginasay  3'  miles;  average  steam 
40  lb.,  and  making  42  rcvolumms. 

Peace  or  War— TAe  clergij  of  Portsmoulh.  N.  H . 
if  alldeiiiiininations,  have  uiiiied  in  a  circnfir  m  their 
iiinisierial  breihien  throughout  ihe  land.  "afTecHonaie- 
ly  and  earnestly  requestins;  them,  at  as  early  an  oppor- 
tunily  as  is  praniicable,  toadilress  the  Ciingrcganons  nil- 
drr  their  charge  on  the  subject  ot  peace,  or  unite  with 
tbecleriiynien  of  all  de  iominaiions  in  iheir  c.miniunity 
in  bolili.i"  a  public  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  laving  be- 
lore  ihep'e.iple  the  evils  ol  war,  and  ihe  imperative  obli- 
uaiiims  under  which  nations  test  of  selihng.iheir  d.fii- 
culties  "iih  each  other  uy  negotiation  or  arbitraiion,  or 
by  .some  oiher  peacelul  means." 


e,  at 


las  leached  us  just  beh...  „-..„       ^ , 

mil  b  eiedi.  as  half  the  other  rumors  ol  the 
nld  not  have  iiisened  it  had  not  wo  rec 
nrcoul  sketch''  ol  a  scene  in   the  U 


Weather.     The  snow  storm,  c.immenced  at  BahinK,re 
abou.  llo'chick.  Friday  niuhi,  ihe  2i ib  F. hi i.a.y.  /The 
Maunei.c  Telegraph   informed   us  thai  snow  had  fallen 
10  Ihe  depth  of  several   inches  at  Wa.-hin^ion  belore  it 
commenced  heie.  It  continued  10  fal.  hir  about  40  hours, 
land    10  ihe  depth  of  sixleeii   or  eighiien    inches,  very 
light  and  easily  diilted    bv   die   wind   which    siicceedeij 
I  rather  than  accompanied  Us  lall.     The  drifts  obsirucied 
1  railroad    operations  on  the  Isi  and  2d  of  March.      1  he 
i  mails  were  arresied.  The  easiern.  western,  and  sonhern 
mails  were  all  alike  suspended  for  several  days.      J  hou- 
sands  of  tellers  iniended   to  go  out  by  ihe  sreamer  Cam- 
bria, were  delayed  on  their   way  to  Boston  till  alier  her 
1  departure,  alihouuh  the  fall  of  sno«  was  noi  so  deep  m 
I  that  direction,  as  it  wa«  ai  Bahim.ire,  and  west  of  that 
'  piiiiH      In  many  pkiees  ihe  snow  was  Irom  Hvo  to  four, 
and  even  to  six'lict   deep.     No  siorm  of  iliis  winter  has 
obsirucied  the  railroads  10  the  same  exient. 

Till  re  was  not  so  much  snow  nt  the  s.iu'h,  bui  lie 
wind  far  heavier  anil  more  desiruciive,  Ai  Norfdk.ihe 
N  N  F,  acenmpanied  liv  snow  and  hail,  and  rain, 
conimcnced  ab.nii  8  o'clock,  P.  M.,on  Sundnv,  1st  inst., 
and  coiilii.uerl  nut  1  .Monday  night  twelve  o  cl.ick.  I  lie 
loiceof  "ale  bimighi  up  die  iide  twelve  inches  higher 
than  toi~ihe  last 'forty-five  yeais.  'I'hc  annunt  of  da- 
ma  e  suMt.ined  al  Notlolk  is  esiinioted  at  S-SO.OOd.  I'he 
amount  I'f  loss  of  shipping  will  be  immense.  Had  a 
,toii.en  Vessels  onlv  rode  out  the  storm  m  sale'y.  The 
U.  S.  fri'iiite  Potomac,  was  driven  Irom  tier  nneliorage, 
and  gromided.  'Ihe  LI.  S.  ship  of  the  line,  Pe.n.s'STLVA- 
NiA,  lyin"  opposite  the  iiavvyard,  snapped  hercliam  ca- 
I  bles  ubout  day-hghl  on  Miiiiday  morning,  paning  her 
mnorings,  and  went  ashore  in  front  of  the  navy  yard,  but 
I  was  gotten  olV  next  day.  .Many  vessels  were  repored 
going  to  press—  1  lyniL'  high  and  dry,  some  dismasted  and  others  damaaeil, 


Th.  t 
day." 

A  Riimcr. 

iiili  it  111  lis  inui  11  eledp  as  lllill  tile  olUcr  rumors  01  ine  1  m  various  oirecin  ii?. 
di^v  We  Lhoidd  not  have  iiiseried  il  had  not  woreceiv.  '  The  cold,  which  for  a  fortnight  had  been  severe,  abated 
,  ,7.1,e  above  ''cinc..al  sketch"  ol  a  scene  in  the  U.S.I  on  'I'ue.^dav,  the  3d  msl.  The  4ili  was  still  milder,  and 
1,  M  le  Tho  luieor  is  thtsi-Tliat  a  ireaiy  upon  the  ha  1  the  sport  of  sleigiiing  in  our  city,  ceased  lor  lliu  season. 
biB  ol  ihe  4'Jih  paiallel  lii's  bccu  agrud  upon,  and  that  j  On  the  oiii  ihc  ihaw  was  rapid,  and  lUe  eariti  was  ex- 
ilic di'-puie  i»  compiomibcd.  j  poted  again  to  the  eun'a  ray*. 
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SHALL   \V  E  H  A  V  E  VV  A  R  O  R  PEACE-' 


After  llie  ennversalion  wliii-h  lonk  place  on  ihr  5ili 
in.stant,  in  ilie  l-fnired  S'nies  senate,  belrt'ern  Mr.  Hay- 
wood on  one  ()iirr,  niii)  M"ssr.'!.  Alle.v  and  Han.veoan 
un  the  other  pari,  the  opiition  ^attieJ  £iro;ind  a::d  pre- 
vailed viTy  Keneraily,  not  onlv  lliat  a  niaj'iritv  of  iltc 
Uiiiled  Slates  se.iators  are  decidedly  nppoed  to  any 
ulterior  measures  which  would  cor.ipniniit  the  peace  of 
the  country  on  the  Oregon  qitcslioi,  bvit  that  President 
Polk  would  willmely  ci.inproniife  upon  the  forty-nitith 
dearee.  if  the  Briii>h  guverninetii  shmilj  propo.sie  lo  ac- 
cept the  terms  vvtiieh  our  aovetnitient  has  four  times  of- 
fered and  t|]i  y  have  a*  often  rejected  That  the  British 
ministry  wire  di^^aii^fied  with  'he  Right  H"I|.  Mr.  Pa- 
kesham's  riji  oitDtt  of  thai  offer  «hen  mad  ■  by  Presi- 
dent Foij;.  widioiii  stibniitiiiig  the  offer  to  his  Kovern- 
meiif,  has  been  di-(inct!v  avowed  hy  the  minis  er  in 
pnrliumenl.  Letter  writeis  at  Washitmtnn  routidly  as- 
Ser; — true  they  a-^eri  anyihioL'  ninJ  everyihini; — aitionasi 
liie  rest  several  of  them  now  tifTirin  very  cotifi  Itntly,  th^it 
an  tiiider.staitdirt!^  lias  been  effected — and  that  the  dis- 
piitf  is  lokbo  adjusted  upon  the  basis  of  the  ■I9.h  i  e- 
gnc.         V 

The  TimtS.  a  daily  j..uriial  published  at  Wn!-hiti2lon, 
the  iirg  iti  ot  l!ie  51°  4(1'  niett,  tn  an  eili'nrial  a  few  days 
sitice.  nnderlook  'o  denouiK'e  the  40°  senaior-i  and  re- 
prp-ent:itrves  as  troitara,  whn  hail  colluded  with  the 
Bnti-h  minister  to  ahtindon  a  portion  of  the  territory  of 
the  repttlilie.  The  publication  was  noticed,  tind  the 
anihnr  ut  it  yironsly  cliaractrnsed  us  a  base  anil  impu- 
dent fi'ur  itc.  Iiy  sinttior  Coi.QtwIT.  ("democrat")  and 
other  senauirs  on  t'le  11  h  instiint.  Tne  Tirnrs  reiterat- 
ed i's  charses,  at  d  dared  an  invesiitation.  On  Thurs- 
day in-'rnirii;  senator  .Iarnagi\.  of  Teniijosee,  fwhit;,) 
satd  he  c-ni^ide'ed  it  due  to  tlie  <-!iaracter  uf  senators  as 
well  as  to  the  character  of  the  British  minister,  that  a 
comtiiifee  i  f  invt  tii^aiion  be  appotnied  Sotne  debate 
ensued-  -A  o-i.-.j-iritv  of  the  senate  would  have  deemed 
the  publicatinn  undeserving  any  format  movement  on 
ttie  occii.-tiMi.  lint  as  it  had  been  proposeil.they  assented, 
and  Mtssrs.  Jar.vagin,  Be.nton,  Dicki.nson,  J.  M.  Clay- 
ton, and  1  u;.NEY,  were  constiiuied  the  coinmiitee,  with 
powers  to  send  iur  persons  af.d  papers. 

The  dispute  between  the  United  Stales  and 
G-eat  Bniniii  respectins  the  Oieuon  territury  has  been 
eo  tar  aggravated  by  the  recommendations  of  the  presi- 
dent to  congress,  and  by  his  rtjcrtion  of  the  offers  lo 
conipromise — by  the  tme  indulged  in  in  debates  in  con- 
gie^  atifl  in  jiarliament,  and  by  the  character  of  the 
meaettre.s  w  hieh  v\eie  expected  to  bu  pressed  so  soon  as 
the  twelve  monih^  notice  is^iven — :Iiat  '^m-isierly  inacti- 
vity** IS  i;o  longera  safe  course  for  those  who  arc  friendly 
to  a  pacitic  termination  of  the  dispute,  and  who,  rather 
than  incur  the  certainiy  of  a  war  fur  the  portion  ot  the 
territory,  would  be  «illin<;  to  setde  the  allair  upon  the 
Ttrms  which  four  several  administrations  have  tendered 
to  Great  Britain.  The  ''all  of  Oregon — or  wo.ne.'" 
parly,  have  so  ardently  pressed  a  definite  result,  that  ihe 
"masterly  inactiuty"  party  have  evidently  concluded 
thai  pnicrastinalion  is  no  loniier  avaiiabh — and  have 
detertnined  that  the  quarrel  shall  al  once  be  brought  to 
an  issue. 

Oregon  is  therefore  to  be  disposed  of  forthwith.  Joint 
occupancy  is  to  cease.  The  territory  is  to  be,  whose? — 
How  disposed  it? 

There  Ites  the  question! 

Onihit  point,  parties  divide  radically,  and  are  now 
marshallinj. 

7%e51°  4U' men— led  on  by  senators  Cass,  Alle.v, 
Hannf,gan,  Breese,  &c.,  are  for  "all  of  Oregon— or 
none''  and  fur  war,  it  every  inch  ot  Oregon  cannot  be 
had  with'ut  that  alternaiive. 

r/ie  49"  men — led  o  i  by  the  Caliiocn  phalanx  ofsoulli- 
ern  senators,  are  lor  setiline  the  dispute  by  accepting 
Ihe  lernis,  if  no-.v  proposed  by  the  British  yovernnieni, 
which  have  been  by  tour  several  United  States  admin- 
istrations olTcred,  and  by  Great  Britain  as  often  re- 
jected. 

Will  Great  Britain  make  the  offer? 

Opinions  are  much  at  issue  on  this  point.  The  Lon- 
don rime-s  and  the  mintsteiial  journals,  are  dis  inct 
ly  averse  to  yielding  what  they  consider  a  '"piiinttd  lion- 
nr,"  as  well  as  an  important  commercial  interest. — 
Great  anxiety  is  tell,  as  usual,  lor  the  arrival  of  the 
news  from  l:^ur"pe.  The  Ptl-itboat  express.  Homer, 
which  left  New  York  on  the  9ih  ult.  with  the  second  re- 
jection of  the  oiler  "f  compromise — and  which  it  was 
expected  would  arrive  out  on  the  25,hof  February, — 
is  expected  to  heat  the  Acadia  steamer,  which  left  Liver- 
pool on  the  4ih  msl. 

Meantime,  the  political  parlies  at  Washington  are  fu- 
riously disputing  as  to  whether  Presidnnt  Polk  will  in- 
sist upon  having  all  of  Oregon — or  will  yield  to  the  49°. 

No  demonstration  towards  a  preparation  for  a  war 
with  Great  Britain  fro*u  the  adniitiislraiion  yel. 

Secrciary  Walker  is  still  fully  occupied  wilb  his  pro- 
ject for  repealiiiE  ilie  tariff. 
Vol.  XX— Sig.  a. 


FOREIGN. 


Allhough  several  of  oitr  long  expected  packets 
from  Europe  have  forltma'.cly  reached  home  during 
the  week,  including  the  propeller  Massachuselts,  all 
of  them  having  experienced  very  bad  wrealher,  none 
have  brought  later  dales  than  was  r.oticed  in  our  last. 
GREAT  BRITAIN'. 

Lord  Morpeth,  upon  his  election  lo  parliament- 
made  a  very  long  and  very  able  speech  upon  polili 
eal  topics,  Imm  which,  as  reported  in  the  Chmncle, 
vie  make  Ihn  following  extract  in  reference  lo  Ame- 
rican aflairs; 

"They  may  talk  of  a  black  cloud  in  the  west,  but 
the  harvest  son  has  a  ray  warm  enouijh  to  scalier  tl. 
(Renewed  and  enthusiastic  rhecring  )  I  know  ttiat 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  they  are  itltenng 
big  worils  ahoitt  Oregon,  and  we  hear  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  western  slales  of  Ihe  American  repub- 
lic talk  particularly  loud  on  that  siilij,-ct,  and  Ibat 
they  are  anxious  lo  have  a  brush  wilh  us;  whilst  It 
seems  that  Ihc  tnbahitanls  of  the  eastern  slales  are 
more  pacific  in  their  riisposilions.  Why  is  this,  gen- 
tlemen.' It  i~  not  in  Ihe  natural  order  of  things  that 
men  should  grow  warlike  as  they  live  fitrlher  ..est. 
No — it  is  because  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern 
stales  have  a  large  sea-bound  coast,  large  manufac- 
turing towns,  and  ships,  and  harbors,  and  commerce. 
I'hey  do  not  like  to  risk  these  things,  and  therefore 
they  say,  naturally  and  very  latid.ibly,  they  are  in- 
clined for  peace.  (Hear,  hear.)  Bill  il  is  dtlferent 
with  the  western  slates.  In  the  first  place,  ihiy  are 
not  so  easily  got  at;  in  the  next  place  Ihey  produce 
nothing  but  agriciilliiral  produce,  and  they  know 
thai  if  besides  living  5,U00  or  6,000  miles  away  from 
us.  Ihe  ijitarter  of  wtieat.  v^hich  Ihey  might  be  in- 
clined to  send  over  will  have  to  pay  a  duly  of  20s. 
when  il  arrives,  Ihey  could  not  be  able  lo  get  rid  of 
a  single  bushel  of  it,  and  therefore  they  fling  up  Iheir 
caps  for  war.  (Loud  cheers.)  But  give  them  Ihe 
same  motive  for  peace  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
eastern  slates  have,  and  being  spruni;  from  Ihe  same 
stock  as  their  brethren  of  Boston  and  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  being  the  sons  of  ptiritans  and  broad 
brims  themselves,  Ihey  will  be  actuated  by  the  same 
motives  as  Iheir  more  sedate  and  sober  (ellow  citi- 
zens, and  instead  of  wishing  themselves  lo  go  a 
thousand  miles  further,  where  ihcy  would  meel  more 
new  tribes  of  Rod  Indians  lo  contend  against  than 
draughts  of  water  by  Ihe  way;  and  when  Ihey  arriv 
ed  there  to  go  lo  war  with  us  for  a  number  of  unli- 
mited pine  swamps,  they  might  think  it  were  desir- 
aide  lo  bestow  a  little  more  skill  on  their  own  rich 
clay  cottons,  if  you  would  only  give  them  Ihe  means 
of  "taking  your  cotton,  your  woollens,  your  worsted, 
your  hardware,  in  exchange  for  what  they  can  send 
us,  whether  it  be  wheat  or  Indian  corn. — a  food  hith- 
erto but  lilUe  known  amongst  us,  but  which,  from 
experience,  1  can  safely  rccominend  to  you  whene- 
ver you  can  get  hold  of  it.  You  will  fiml  thai  some 
of  their  cakes,  which  Ihey  call  Johnny  cakes,  go 
hard  to  rival  some  of  our  far-famed  Yorkshire  cakes. 
(Cheers.)  What  I  have  said  of  the  present  stale  of 
America  applies  slill  more  strongly  to  those  parts  of 
Ihe  American  republic  which  have  more  intercourse 
wilh  us,  and  slill  more  to  the  countries  of  Europe  in 
proportion  to  Iheir  proximtly;  and  1  rejoice  to  think 
that  in  extending  and  encouraging  universal  com- 
merce, we  lake  the  best  means  of  extending  and  en- 
couraging universal  peace."  (Loud  cheers.) 
TURKEY. 

The  Bosphords. — Tlic  sublime  porte  has  address- 
ed a  circular  to  Ihe  governments  of  the  dili'crent  sta- 
tions, our  own  among  Ihe  resi,  staling  thai  Ihe  sultan 
has  been  pleased  to  modify  the  long  e>tiihlislied  re- 
gulations 111  regard  lo  Ihe  straits  ol  the  D.ii.lanelles 
and  Bospborus,  so  far  a«  lo  perioil  merchant  vessels 
to  enter  the  laller  in  Ihe  iitghl  as  well  as  during  the 
day. 

CHINA. 

By  an  arrival  al  New  York,  Hong  Kong  dates  to 
the  27lh  Nov.  are  received  by  the  Cuimnercial  Ad- 
verli-er. 

The  Hong  Kong  Register,  of  November  18,  men- 
tions the  departure  of  a  government  steamer  ('he 
Vixen)  on  the  13;h  for  Wnampoa,  whither  she  was 
despatched  by  Governor  Davis  lo  bring  down  Ihe 
imperial  comiiji«sioner  Kej  ing,  Ihe  purpose  of  whose 


visit,  according  to  the  Register,  was  "to  settle  all 
matters  belvt'ei  n  He  Iwo  govt  rnmeoK  prep.irati.ry 
to  the  surrender  I  f  Cbiisan  to  Ihe  Chinese."  Our 
leaders  have  been  ailvistil  that  a  purpose  lo  keep  Hits 
island  in  iltrccl  violalion  of  the  lrcaly,has  been  fore- 
shailowed,  or  at  least  sironnly  advocated  by  jcuiriials 
both  in  England  and  India.  The  language  of  Ihe 
Register  on  ibis  subject  is  worthy  of  notice.   It  says: 

"We  have  already  staled  our  ccmviclion  thai,  by 
Ihc  exercise  of  a  priidenl  degree  of  firmness  on  our 
side,  all  reasonable  concessions  will  be  procured 
from  Ihe  imt.enal  governmenl  and  that  Ihe  refusal 
of  these  would  afford  just  Etounds  for  postponing  Ihe 
withdrawal  of  our  forces  from  Chusan.  We  should, 
however,  regret  it  much  should  such  measures  ba 
found  necessary.  However  jiisl  the  further  reUn- 
lion  might  appear  to  us,  or  even  lo  an  unprejudiced 
spectator,  il  could  not  fail  lo  be  prodiirlive  of  great 
jealousy  and  heart  burnings  among  the  Chinese,  who 
are  fully  aware  of  the  v*ay  our  empire  in  India  has 
been  exlendid,  rommeiiciiig  from  equally  small  be- 
ginnings, and  would  not  foil  lo  attribute  lo  us  most 
sinister  motives." 

The  Register  then  indicates,  as  points  lo  be  insist, 
ed  on,  probably  wilh  an  eye  lo  the  relenlion  of  Chu- 
san il  Ihcy  are  not  conceded — Ihc  right  of  admission 
for  Englishmen  to  the  city  of  Canton,  and  free  per- 
mission for  all  Chinese  vessels  to  resort  lo  Hong 
Kong. 

The  Hong  Kong  Jl/nil,  of  November  27,  (a  new 
paper)  has  a  long  article  on  Ihe  proposed  relenlion 
ol  Chusan,  which  it  denounces  with  generous  zeal  as 
a  shameful  violalion  of  the  treaty,  and  pregnant  wilh 
danger  lo  Ihe  future  harmony  of  Ihe  Chinese  and  the 
Entlish.  It  insists  that  Ihe  Chinese  have  honorably 
lulfilled  all  Iheir  treaty  slipnlalions,  and  maintains 
that  the  superior  advatilages  of  Chusan  are  more  im- 
aginary than  real.  The  Mail  is  the  official  of  the 
Hong  Kong  government. 

POLYNESIA. 

We  have  received  our  regular  files  of  Ihe  Polyne- 
Sinn. 

Under  the  head  of  Tahiti,  the  Polynesian,  of  the 
6lh  September,  says — 

"On  the  at  rival  of  the  British  admiral  at  Tahiti 
he  saluted  Ihe  Protectorate  ting,  lo  the  great  chagrin 
of  the  natives.  Desp, itches  had  been  received  at  Ihe 
Island,  both  from  England  and  France,  announcing 
that  the  Protectorate  was  not  to  extend  beyond  the 
real  dominions  of  Pomarc,  which  of  course  confines 
the  French  lo  Ihe  islands  of  Tahiti  and  Eimeo.  Po- 
niare  will  tlierefore  be  no  further  troubled  if  she 
prefers  remaining  al  Raialea  to  reluming  lo  her  na- 
tive soil.  She  IS  represenud  lo  be  in  deep  distress, 
having  lo'l  her  daughter  Victoria." 


NATIONAL  AFFAIItS. 


executive   journal. 

appointments  bv  the  president. 

By  and  tcilh  ihe  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Alexander  Hunlcr,  to  be   marshal  of  the  U.  Slalet 

for  the  Dislrictof  Columbia. 

James  McKissick,  of  Arkansas,  to  bo  the  Indian 
agent  for  the  Cherokee  agency,  in  the  place  of  P.  M. 
Boiler,  whose  cujomissioo  had  expired. 

Andrew  J.  Donelson,  of  Tennessee,  has  been  no- 
minated by  the  pn-sident  as  minister  plenipotentiary 
lo  Prussia,  Mr.  Wheaton  being  recalled  at  his  own 
request. 


INDIAN    journal'. 

The  Chookees. — George  Lowrey,  acting  principal 
chief,  con>eiied  a  national  council  on  the  3d  Februa- 
ry. Additional  anenU  were  appointed  by  the  coun- 
cil lo  repair  lo  Wasbingion  lo  counteract  the  opera- 
tions of  "Ihe  treaty  party."  Lawery  has  also  ap- 
pointed a  day  of  "fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer 
to  God,"  in  cojisideratiun  of  the  excited,  angry  feel- 
ings existing  among  the  tribe  against  each  other. — 
His  proclamation  is  particularly  well   wrilten. 

A  Creek  Indian  was  recently  murdered  in  the  Go- 
ing Snake  District,  and  two  Cherokees  have  been 
arrested  for  the  acl,  and  are  a.vailtng  a  trial. 

Captain  Boone,  of  the  United  Slales  dragoons,  il 
taking  active  measures  in  Wasbingion  coiinly,  Ar- 
kansas, fir  the  apprehensioQ  of  oullaws  fruuj  lh» 
Cherokees. 
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The  Chcctaws.  —Some  five  or  six  hundred  Choclaws 
were  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  a  few  days  ago,  on  their  way 
to  their  new  homes  in  the  west.  They  are  in  charge 
of  Major  Arinstrong,  govcrnnnent  agent,  and  Mr, 
Pitchlyn,  a  Choctaw  chief.  About  300  of  these  aie 
known  as  the  "Six  Town"  Indians. 

Arrest. — The  New  Oi-leans  Picayune  of  theSSlh 
ull.  says:  We  iearn  that  Capl.  Newcomb,  late  U.  S. 
surveyor  general  for  this  stale,  was  arrested  at  Gal- 
veston a  tew  days  since  by  Major  Stiles,  U.  S.  de- 
puty marshal,  and  brought  to  the  Balize  in  a  pilot 
boat.  He  came  to  this  city  on  the  towboat  Caledo- 
nia last  evening. 


DIPLOMATIC     JOURNAL. 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  1st  instant  an 
nounces  "that  in  conlormity  with  instructions  re- 
cened  from  the  Mexican  consul  General  at  New 
Yo.  i,  Mr.  O.  L.  Dabelsteen,  the  Mexican  vice  con- 
sul here,  will  open  his  nHice  tomorrow,  for  the  dis- 
patch of  business."     This  looks  pacific 

Despulclies—Ejcpress.  An  Aiit.vei  p  journalist  states 
that  he  sent  a  reporter   to   Brussels   for  th..  "king's    ,.    ,  ,       ,  ,     .. 

speech,"  and   with  a   couple   „f  carrier  pigeons   lo  I  l<in'i.)  a"«  my  only  directions  to  him  were  to  procure 
bear  back  the  document.     At  Brussels    he  gave  the  j  '*'«  largest  and  best  globe  thai  could  be  found.     1  saw 


"The  writer  of  the  letter  communicates  to  his 
correspondent  in  Boston  the  information  received 
from  Mr.  Malby,  the  maker  of  the  globe,  as  follows: 
"It  is  a  large  globe  which  was  ordered  by  Mr.  Eve- 
rett; and  Mr.  Malby  tells  n^e,  that  though  Mr.  Eve- 
rett, v.ho  ordered  it  for  i'.—^  department  of  stale  at 
Washington,  didjjcl  tell  him  to  insert  the  boundary 
ivliich  appears  on  it,  he  was  led  to  infer  that  it 
would  be  acceptable,  and  as  it  was  an  American 
order,  and  as  the  globe  was  intended  for  a  public 
deparlment  in  the  l'nit:;d  States,  he  colored  in — 
(or  it  is  not  engraved — the  boundary  which  appears 
on  it.' 

"From  this  statement  of  Mr.  Malby,  41  might  be 
supposed,  that  the  crder  for  the  globe  was  given  by 
me  to  him,  and  that  though  no  directions  were  fiiven 
by  me  about  the  boundary  somt-lhing  at  least  was 
said  by  me  from  which  he  \'.'as  led  to  infei  that  it 
would  be  acceptable  to  have  the  boundary  colored 
according  to  the  American  cla  m.  Such  how  ever  is 
not  the  case. 


My  order  for  the  globe  was  given  to  Mr.  Miller, 
(a  bookseller  in  London  employed  as  the  general 
;igeril  of  the  American  legation    for   matters  of  this 


pigeons  in  charge  to  a  waiter,  and  called  for  b 
fast.  He  was  kept  waiting  lor  some  time,  but  a 
delicious  fricassee  ato'..ed  for  the  delay.  After 
breakfast  he  p:iid  his  bill  and  called  for  his  pigeons. 
"Fieeons!"  ejaculated  the  waiter,  "you  have  eaten 
them!" 

Globe-inokers^  dfjining  the  Oregon  boundary. 

Amongst  the  mr>ny  "irrefragable  proofs"  produced 
by  Mr.  Buchanan,  in  favor  of  our  title  to  the  whole 
of  Oi.;gon  in  his  reply  to  Mr.  Pakenham  of  the  30lh 
August,  1845.  was  the  following: 

"Even  Brili-h  geogiaphers  have  not  doubled  cur 
title  to  the  territory  in  dispute.  'Jhere  is  a  largn 
and  splendid  globe  now  in  the  department  of  state, 
recently  received  from  London,  and  published  by 
Malby  &  Co.,  manulactuieis  and  publishers  to  the 
society  for  the  diR'usion  of  useful  knowledge,' which 
assigns  this  territory  lo  the  United  States." 

This  passage  in  11  e  corrcspoiidetice  attracted  the 
attention  of  Lord  Biougl.am,  who.  in  the  house  of 
loid«,  on  the  29ih  ol  Jjiiiiary  rose  lo  put  a  question 
lo  the  noble  setrelary  ol  slate  for  foreign  allairs,  but 
from  the  low  and  inilislinct  t..hp  in  uhiili  Ihe  noble 
and  learned  lord  -pi  kf,  the  terins  ol  the  question 
were  very  impel  feitl)  lieaid  in  the  aalleiy.  The 
not.le  and  learned  loid  was  undeistood  lo  say.  th:a  a 
globe-niaker  in  this  roiintiy,  whose  name  he  would 
coinnuiiiicale  to  the  noUle  lord,  had  constructed  a 
glebe,  on  «  Inch  the  Oregon  territory  was  diviiled 
■      ■  ■   iin;  and  thdt  that  globe 


no  person  liut  iNIr.  Miller  in  reference  to  Ihe  order; 
1  gave  to  him  no  o'her  direciiun  th^n  thai  now  men- 
tioni,d;  nor  was  the  globe  ever  seen  by  me  till  it 
was  delivered  by  tiie  maker  at  Mr.  Miller's  shop, 
where,  at  his  request,  1  went  lo  see  it  on  Saturday, 
the  25th  of  .Tanuary,  preparatory  toitsbeingshipped 
on  Monday  the  27th. 

I  cannot,  of  course,  undertake  to  say  what  ma? 
have  passed  between  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Malby 
during  the  progress  of  the  work,  in  reference  lo  Ihe 
coloring  of  the  boundary;  but  as.no  all.,sinn  to  that 
subject  was  made  by  myself  to  Mr.  Miller,  so  I  h^ive 
no  belief  that  it  was  mentioned  by  Mr.  Miller  to  Mr 
Malby." 

JIgricuUvral.  Cid.  C.  S.  Todd,  Ihe  American  min- 
ister at  St.  Pelershurg,  has  been  instrumental  in  es- 
lablishing  a  correspondence  between  the  Imperial 
fj-onomical  society  of  Russia  and  ten  Agricultural 
societies  in  the  United  Stales.  For  tliis  and  other 
services  rendered  Ihe  society  .Mr  T.  has  received 
the  warmest  thanks  of  its  members.  Reieiitlv  they 
requested  him  to  aid  Ihem  in  making  an  experiment 
•  ol  sowuu;  in  the  southern  provinces  of  Russiii  the 
diU'erent  kinds  of  ,,ak  seeds  »  hicli  grow  in  Ihe  Uniled 
Slates."  Cid.  T.  says  in  his  reply  to  the  secretary 
thai  he  will  be  happy  to  procure  for  ihcni  seeds  of 
ttie  diflertnt  kinds  of  oak,  and  adds: 

Allow  mc  to  assure  you,  and  through  you  to  assure 
the    Imperial    Economical    society,    that    1  shall  be 


bi'rmt   it   u'as  finhhed.   a.id  b,fure"ihe   'bomidary"'xc7s '  f'''B^'>'  gratified  in  Ihe'opporlunily"  of  fulfilling  their 
,0   ma.ked    ovt,    was    purtha^ed    by    the    American  i ''"^•"■51.  nol  only  upon  i|,,s   subject,  but,  also,  in  re- 


tiiinisti  r  111  this  rcunH).     He  did  not  blame  his  ex- 
cellent friend  ^Mr.  Even  It)  as  neing  a  parly  lo  thi 
pri'Ceeding.     It  w  as  a 
cp  llie  nail  of  Ibe  trai 

who  (.n'icliaseo  the  globe.  [A  laugh.]  He  wisntd 
to  a-k  if  his  noble  liiend  was  aware  ol  this  Iransac- 
tion.' 

"The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  was  understood  to  reply 
in  the  negative. 

"Lord  Brougham  .said,  Ihe  globe-maker  himself 
comnjunicated  ttie  circumstances  to  a  friend  of  his 
(Lord  Brougham's)  who  was  his  informant." 

Lord  Brougham's  insinualion  that  the  United  Slates 
government  had  souglil  to  acquire  a  title  to  Oregon, 
by  colluding  with  a  London  globe-maker,  is  charac- 


lation  to  the  various  kinds  of  tobacco  grown  in  my 
beloved  counliy.  Tobacco  and  shipbuilding  consli- 
k  ol  DalTeriiig  kindness!  '"'^  '"°  '^^y  important  branches  of  our  national  in- 
m  towards  Ihe  customer  i  Jnstry,  and  we  feel  no  jealousv  on  either  subject,  as 
we  are  ready  to  enter  into  compeiiiion  with  all  na- 
tions of  the  world.  1  relation  to  Ihe  propagation 
of  the  oak  in  Russia,  we  shall  be  more  than  gratified 
if  the  project  should  succeed,  for  our  long  continued 
happy  relalions  with  this  great  empire  lead  us  to 
hope  a  powerful  navy  may  form  part  of  her  colossal 
influence,  which  may  aid,  by  the  balance  of  power 
oil  the  ocean,  ill  maintliniiig  in  all  future  time  the 
freedom  of  the  seas. 


Relations  with  Mexico.      The   United    States 


tensile  ot  that  statesman,  and    less   excusable  than  I  brig /.fiiorencc  reached  Pensacola  on  the   1st  instant 


was  the  mistake  of  the  American  secretary  of  state 
in  using  the  compliance  or  even  llie  Knowledge  of 
the.Brilish  artisan,  as  aii  argument  fit  for  a  state  pa- 
per. 

A  few  years  ago,  having,  ourselves  received  an 
order  to  purchase  a  pair  of  the  latest  globes,  lor  a 
literary  institution,  we  obtained  from  a  regular  im- 
porter, at  tlie  city  of  Baltimore,  a  pair  ol  Arrow- 
smith's  lalesl  London  manufactured  globes.  Judge 
our  mingled  astonishment,  mcrlihcation,  and  amuse- 
ment, oil  opening  the  package  and  examining  the 
purchafcc — lo  find  within  that  portion  of  Ihclerrito. 
rial  sphere  appropriated  to  the  lucatici  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  laid  down  as  one  of  said  stales,  the  State 
OF  FiiiNKLA'.D, — with  uotcs  and  bounds  wc  presume 
according  to  Mr.  Arrowsmith's  latest  surveys.  This 
fact  wo  mention  to  illustrate  the  cuiilion  which  Eng- 
lish globe-makers  exercise   to   hove   their   woik  to 

correspond  with  the  true  confii'jiiration  of  the  earth  j  Stales    Iroops    stationed    at    Corpus    Chrisii"  were  i 


m  13  days  from  Vera  Cruz,  wilh  voluminous  des 
indehes  liom  our  minitier,  Mr.  Slidell,  who  bad 
not  been  received  by  the  Mexican  government  up  to 
the  IBth  ull.  and  will  probably  return  to  the  Uniled 
Slates  so  soon  as  he  receives  answers  to  the  des- 
patches he  has  forwarded. 

No  news  of  consequence  by  this  arrival.  Letlers 
from  Vera  Cruz  say  that  they  are  expecting  Santa 
Anna  from  Havana,  when  it  is  supposed  a  new  move 
will  be  attempted. 


a  H  M  T  J  0  u  r.  N  a  L  . 

" r/ie  ,Jrniy  0/ Ocfupiilion." — According  to  letters 
from  New  Orleans,  the  encampment  at  Corpus 
Chribti  was  to  be  broken  up  on  ilie  lat  of  March,  and 
a  movement  made  for  Rio  Grande. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin   states  that  the  United 


tliey  pretend  io  represent. 

1  he  allusion  mode  to  the  globe  by  Lord  Brougham 
ID  the  British  parliament  or  a  letter  which  cppeored 
Id  a  Uostoii  paper  in  relation  thereto  has  induced 
our  late  miniMor  Air.  Everett,  to  address  acouimu- 
nieulion  loihe  Boilou  Daily  Advertiser,  in  which  he 
lojic 


lo  move  about  the  Cih  i.,-tunl  lor  a  station  com- 
manding the  Rio  Grande.  Three  companies  left 
on  Ihe  atilh  ultimo  to  act  as  escorts  for  the  tram 
of  baggage  wagons  dally  httiiig  out.  The  scouts 
previously  sent  lo  Point  Isabel  had  returned  and 
reported  favorably  of  thai  place  for  au  eiicamp- 
inelit. 


naval   jou  bna  l. 

Gulf  squadron. — The  sloops  of  war  Falmouth,  John 
Jidams,  and  St.  Mary's,  and  the  brig  Porpoise,  were 
all  al  Vera  Cruz  on  the  16tb  nil.  The  steamer  Mis- 
sissi/)jji  and  the  brig  Si meis  were  at  Penracola,  Ihe 
latter  to  snil  for  Vera  Cruz  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
2d  instant. 

The  schooner  Flirt,  al  Norfolk,  is  to  be  fitted  for  a 
despatch  vessel  for  the  gulf. 

Deiilh. — Chr'slopher  Carleton  Rice,  purser,  U.  S. 
navy,  died  al  N.  York  on  ihe  6lh  inst. 

The  U  S.  ship  Columbus  and  sloop  of  war  Fincfit- 
Jies sailed  from  Balavia  for  Canton,  Oct.  25th,  after 
taking  in  water. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Jamestown,  hearing  the 
broad  pennant  ol  Com.  Skinner,  sailed  from  Port 
Praya,  Jan.  16,  lor  Brava — all  well. 

China  squadron. — The  Balavia  Courant  of  Novem- 
ber l>t,  quoted  III  the  Kegi'^ter,  announces  the  arri- 
val of  the  Uniled  Stales  ship  of  Ihe-line  Columbus, 
on  the  21d  Oct..  and  of  the  sloopof  war  Kiiicfjuieson 
on  the  25lh — both  bound  to  China.  They  look  in 
water  and  sailed  on  the  28th. 

The  navies  of  the  loorld. — Tne  following  is  an  ab- 
stract of  a  report  01  Ihe  secretary  of  the  nnvy,  Irans- 
milling,  in  compliance  wiih  a  resolution  of  the  sen- 
ate, the  following  information  in  relation  to  the  ma- 
ritime power  of  each  of  the  nations  of  the  world: 

Great  Britain  has  (exclusive  of  14  sailing;  vessels 
and  22  steamers  in  the  Indian  navy.  20  contract 
mail  steamers,  under  control  of  goiernmenl,  and  72 
revenue  cuttsrs — total,  134  vessels  carrying  4,718 
guns)  in  commission,  371  vessels  carrying  guns; 
biiildiMg  and  in  ordinary,  S"0  vessels  mounting 
15,054  guns;  total,  671  vessels  mounting  19,772 guns; 
manned  by  40,000  men;  of  which  vessels  121  are 
steamers. 

France  has  in  commission  187  vessels,  carrying 
4.157  guns;  building  and  in  ordinary.  129  vessels, 
and  4,625  guns  lotal,  316  ve.-sels,  01782  guns,  man- 
ned  by  27,554  men;  ol  which  vessels  37  are  steam- 
ers. 

Russia  has,  (exclusive  of  Ihe  Caspia'n  fleet,)  com- 
bining thee  in  commission,  building,  ordinary,  &e., 
179  vessels,  5  976  guns;  manntd  by  59,000  men;  of 
which  vessels  6  are  steamers. 

The  United  Slates  have  in  commission  47  vessels, 
and  1,156  guns,  nuihling  and  in  ordinary,  &c.,  30 
vessels,  and  1,190  guns;  total.  77  vessels,  (of  which 
5  are  war  steamers.)  and  2  345  guns;  manned  by 
8  7:^4  men.  This  exciiisive  ol  the  Uniled  Slates  re- 
\e,H,e  vessels,  consisting  of  13  sailing  vessels,  lotal 
tonnage  1,443;  eight  steam  vessels,  total  tonnage 
3.110 — Ihe  whole  mounting  61  guns,  and  manned  by 
769  men. 

Turkey  has  in  commission  31  vessels,  and  1,520 
guns;  building  and  ordinary  12  vessels,  mounting  692 
amis;  total,  43  vessels,  (of  w  hn-h  3  are  steamers,)  and 
2.212  guns;  number  of  mm  unknown. 

Egypt  has  in  commission  35  vessels,  and  1,448 
guns;  building  and  in  ordinary,  &o.,  3  vessels,  (of 
which  1  ne  is  a  steamer,)  and  312  guns;  total,  38  ves- 
sels, and  1,760  guns;  number  of  men  unknown. 

Holland  has  in  commission  48  vessels,  and  308 
guns;  building,  in  ordinary,  &c.,  86  vessels  and  1,344 
guns;  lotal  134  vessels,  (of  which  4  are  steamers,) 
and  1 .652  guns;  number  of  men  unknown. 

Sweden  has  in  co. omission  330  vessels,  and  660 
guns;  building,  in  ordir.ary,  &c.,50  vessels,  and  1,194 
guns;  total  380  vessels,  (of  which  two  are  steamers,) 
1,854  guns;  number  of  men  unknown. 

Denmark  has  in  commission  96  vessels,  mou.iting 
34.4  guns;  building,  in  ordinary.  Sic,  12  vessels,  and 
WJ  guns;  total  108  vessels,  and  1,076  guns;  number 
of  men  unknown. 

Austria  has  in  commission  74  vessels,  and  GS6  guns; 
number  of  men  unknown. 

Brazil  has  in  commission  31  vessels,  and  450  guns, 
building,  in  ordinary,  &c.,  11  vessels,  and  328  guns; 
total  42  vessels,  and  775  guns;  number  of  men  un- 
known. 

Sardinia  has  in  commission  11  ves-els,  and  226 
guns;  building,  and  in  ordinary,  4  vessels  and  220 
guns;  ti'tal  15  vessels,  (of  which  2  are  steamers,)  and 
446  guns;  number  of  men  unknown. 

The  T"o  Sicilies  have  in  commissii  n  17  vessels, 
mounting  338  guns;  number  of  men  iinknovMi, 

Spam  has  in  comiiiission  21  vessels,  and  348  guns, 
4  uf  which  vessels  are  steamers. 

Portugal  has  in  coramii-sion  59  vessels,  and  225 
guns;  manned  by  4,500  nicn. 

Mexico  has  in  cuminission  23  vessels  and  42  gu;ii. 

Although  the  whole  naval  loree  fur  Austria,  the 
Two  .Sicilies,  and  Portugul,  have  been  slated  as  be- 
ing in  commission,  the  report  says:  "It  is  prohabln 
that  a  portion  of  It  is  in  'ordinary,'  but  is  is  not 
known  what  portion."  These  nations  have  a  lew 
war  sieamerc,  but  the  number  is  not  known. 
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Patent  right. — Legal  decision— P/otninj  Jtfn- 
cftine.  Alier  a  long  trial  in  lti«  Uniitd  Siaies  su- 
preme coiiii.  in  which  eminenl  counsel  were  em- 
plnyed,  it  has  been  iinaciii.iDusI)  decided  by  the 
judic-,  llial  Wm.  VVadswortii,  was  the  original  in- 
venior — hi«  iirigniHl  paleiil  valid — and  his  extension 
of  said  patent  in  1842,  aorrneil  to  the  benefit  of  the 
patentee  as  a  pari  of  the  original  patent  right. -- 
Nevertheless,  an  aclnal  assignee  or  grantee  having 
purchased  a  patent  right  before  the  original  patent 
expired,  might  continue  lo  use  the  machine — (on 
this  point  three  of  the  judges  dissented)  —  fourthly, 
thMt  Un  Enoioiis,  and  otlier^,  clai.nanls  n  the  case, 
bad  no  interosi  in  the  new  patent — and  fil'thly,  that 
the  new  patent,  or  exletiiion,  not  granted  to  Wm. 
Wadsworth  him-elf,  but  lo  his  administrators,  was 
valid.  The  invenlion  is  one  of  great  value,  as  has  been 
demonstrated  in  this  case. 

TjLKirF.— Vines  at  the  south.  The  iVlobile  Adver- 
liser«i>pit.s  the  remarks  of  the  Patriot  upon  the  ru 
mor  that  the  industry  of  the  country  was  lo  be  bar- 
tered away  for  Oregon  and  says: 

"Throwing  away  the  larifl'  lor  Oregon  would  be 
lo  sarrifice  the  national  prosperity  al  far  loo  cheap  a 
rate — like  throwing  away  our  birthright  for  a  mess 
of  pollago. 

The  proposed  new  lariUof  Mr.  Walker,  upon  ex- 
arainalion,  is  found  to  be  more  unjust  to  the  manu- 
facUirers  than  could  have  been  expected  by  the  most 
ultra  free  traders.  The  manufacturers,  indeed, 
scarcely  have  a  moderate  protection  given  them  in 
tlie  pioposed  law.  In  the  debates  upon  the  tariff, 
England  and  her  new  policy  have  been  held  up  as 
models  for  our  example;  but  we  tind  that,  instead  of 
following  the  pattern  set  us,  our  manufacluters  are 
to  do  their  business  under  less  favorable  circum 
stances  tiian  those  of  Great  Brilain. 

Ther  modifications  have  been  made  with  a  view 
of  making  cheap  bread,  and  of  cheapening  the  ar- 
ticles consumed  by  manufacturers.  Here  the  new 
bill  imposes  on  the  articles  iibcJ  by  manufacturers 
of  oil.. n  ;i  l-.iriQ  equal  to  the  amounlof  Itie  tariff  on  the 
goods  themselves;  thus  placing  our  manulacturers  al  a 
positive  disadvantage  in  cuuipeting  with  E  igland  in 
the  iiiaikels  of  the  world. 

Tosliow  how  much  more  liberal  England  is  than 
Mr.  Walker,  it  is  sufticieut  'o  say,  that  out  of  near 
Jive  h-Muiied  articles,  upon  which  the  duly  was  repeal- 
ed or  reduced  in  ld45,  there  Was  not  an  article 
which  could  be  eaten,  but  all  were  used  for  manu- 
facturing purposes.  In  our  new  tariff,  the  2U  per 
cent,  schedule  is  cliitHv  occupied  willi  enumerating 
articles  not  made  in  this  country,  but  which  are  used 
to  a  large  extent  iu  manufacturing.  'J'he  lU  and  5 
per  cent,  schedules  are  also  nearly  filled  in  this  way, 
and  if  the  framers  of  the  hill  tried  to  place  our  man- 
ufacturers at  the  mercy  of  E'jrope,  it  could  not  have 
been  done  more  efteclually. 

The  bill,  in  all  its  details,  is  grossly  unjust,  and 
when  U  shall  come  before  congress  we  hope  that  it 
will  be  disputed  at  every  point.  It  cannot  lail  to 
prostrate  many  of  our  lactjries,  and  the  wings  owe 
it  to  themselves  to  give  the  bill  an  opposition  so  ef- 
fectual that  all  the  ruin  it  causes  shall  be  chargeable 
to  its  supporters.  [A".  ¥■  Express. 


^nti  Renlisin.  Aconvention  of  anii  rent  delegates 
assembled  at  Albany  on  the  27th  of  last  month.  Re 
presentatives  from  New  York  city,  Albany,  Rensse. 
laer,  Schoharie,  Columbia,  Greene,  S.;henectady, 
and  Montgomery  counties  were  i  i  attendance.  S..-- 
veral  speeches  were  made,  and  resolutions  passed,  in 
which  the  position  of  the  parly  was  defined.  The 
laws  they  ask  for  as  measures  of  relief  are — 

Isl.  A  law  taxing  the  rents  issuing  out  of  real  es- 
tate in  the  towns  where  the  real  estate  is  situated. 

21.  A  law  abolishing  the  legal  remedy  of  distress 
for  rent. 

3d.  A  law  prohibiting  the  rreaii  in  of  any  lease- 
hold estate  for  a  term  exceeding  twenty  years. 

4th.  A  law  allowing  a  tenant,  in  all  suits  upon 
leases  in  perpetuity  for  life,  or  for  a  term  exceeding 
twenty  years,  to  show  want  of  title  in  the  grantor, 
and  thereby  defeat  a  recovery. 

5th.  A  law  prohibiting  the  devise  of  leasehold  es- 
tates, but  requ  ring  them  lo  be  divided  among  heirs 
according  to  the  general  law  of  descents. 

Political  —State  prinfiiig-.  One  of  the  most  vio- 
lent contests  that  any  legislative  hall  in  this  Union 
has  ever  exhibited,  was,  at  length,  terminated,  by  a 
vote,  64 /or,  lo  53  against  the  Argus.  The  New  York 
A'fWS  says — "There  is  no  longer  a  democratic  majority 
al  Albany;  throughout  the  senate  aijd  the  house,  it  is 
a  whig  legislature."  According  to  this,  15  of  the 
64  whigs,  must  have  been  converts. 

Maryland.     The  legislature,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  conslitutiun,   had   lo  close  its  annual 
session  on  the  lOlh  inst. 
Bill  for  resuming  payment  on  the  interest  of  the  stale  debt 

negatived. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  funding  the  arrears  of 
interest  and  for  the  resumption  of  payment,  afler 
a  long  and  arduous  struggle  for  its  pasiage,  especial- 
ly by  Ihe  committee  on  ways  and  means,  of  which 
John  Johnson,  Esq.  was  the  efficient  chairman,  was 
defeated  by  a  vote,  ayes  39,  nays  39. 

Some  of  the  most  considerate  members  of  both 
houses,  were  fearfnl  of  the  state  having  to  en- 
counter ditBculties  similar  to  those  which  Pennsyl- 
vania has  been  subjected  lo,  by,  as  they  think,  pi-e- 
maturely  altempting  the  resumption;  that  is,  attempt- 
ing, and  by  unpleasant  resorts  effecting  resumption 
before  Ihe  revenues  of  the  stale  were  fairly  adequate 
to  the  task.  We  were  clearly  of  the  opinion  our- 
selves, that  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  was  right 
on  that  occasion,  and  that  the  determination,  how 
ever  unanimous,  of  the  legislature,  to  resume  when 
they  did,  was  an  adventure,  and  required  an  effort, 
which  it  was  wiser  and  safer  lo  have  avoided,  and  in 
making  of  which  there  was  eventually  as  much 
credit  of  the  stale  lost  as  was  gained.  Hence  it  was, 
that  we  disapproved  of  a  similar  project  agitated  at 
the  same  time  in  the  iegislauire  of  Maryland,  for 
resuming.  Reflection  and  observation  since,  satisfies 
us  that  the  course  pursued  by  the  Maryland  legisla- 
ture was    the  best.     Although  Pennsylvania  has  the 


then,  the  proposition  went  to  the  senate  on  the  last 
day  of  the  session.  By  the  constitution  of  Maryland 
that  body  is  prohibiled  from  either  originating  or 
amending  a  "money  bill."  Without  due  time  to 
cnnnider,  Ihe  senate  were  compelled  lo  pass  or  to  re- 
ject the  measure  at  once.  Its  passage  was  advocated 
by  senators  Gaither  and  Hambleton-,  (whigs,)  and 
warmly  opposed  by  senators  Frick,  (of  Balto.'cily,) 
and  Elt,  (of  Baltimore  CO., )  locos.  On  taking  the 
question,  a  casting  vote  decided  in  the  negative. 

It  will  be  reeollected  that  the  legislature  will  con- 
vene again  next  December,  and  that  another  session 
will  have  closed  before  the  arrival  of  the  day  pro- 
posed in  the  resolution  fer  resuming  payment.  We 
have  full  confidence  that  the  condition  of  the  treasu- 
ry, provided  the  country  remains  at  peace,  will  fully 
authorize  the  resumpti  in  by  the  Isi  April,  1847,  and 
that  it  will  then  take  place  on  a  basis  ihat  will  no 
longer  leave  room  for  doubt. 

The  probability  is,  that  some  of  the  senators  may 
liave  been  influenced  by  apprehensions  as  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  peace,  in  giving  a  cautious  vote  upon  Iho 
final  question. 

All  who  have  examined  the  present  financial  re- 
sources of  Maiyland,  have  been  fully  satisfied  that  the 
existing  revenue  laws  and  resources  will  enable  the 
treasury  nut  only  lo  meet  the  annual  expenses,  in- 
cluding interest  upon  Ihe  state  debt,  but,  also,  annu- 
ally, to  diminish  the  arrearages  yet  due  upon  said 
interest.  No  additional  taxes  are  required.  The 
slate  has  already  considerably  reduced  theamountof 
those  arrearages. 

One  of  Ihe  principal  difficulties  which  prevented 
the  passage  of  the  bill  for  re-uming,  was  a  difFerence 
(if  opinisn  as  lo  funding  the  arrearages.  A  large  ma- 
jority were  in  favor  of  funding  them:  but  there 
were  snme  who  strenuously  opposed  funding,  and 
urged  the  expedient  of  selling  the  bank  and  other 
stocks  owned  by  the  stale,  paying  off  said  arrearages 
so  far  as  that  would  go,  and  then  pledging  the  ar- 
rears due  for  taxes  from  the  counties  and  cities  for 
former  years,  for  the  payment  of  the  balance. 

The  reform  bill.  The  bill  proposing  to  take  a  vote 
of  the  people  of  the  state  upon  Ihe  expediency  of 
calling  a  convention  lo  remodel  the  constitution,  wai 
rejected  in  the  house,  ayes  39,  nays  39. 

ViRGL^iiA-  The  legirlature  adjourned  line  die,  on 
on  the  6th  inst. 

Education.  Among  the  acts  passed  were  two 
school  bills — one  to  amend  the  present  primary  school 
system,  and  adding  a  fund  to  be  received  from  the 
general  govornment  of  from  g5O,U00  to  gSil.UOO;  the 
other  establishing  a  system  of  district  free  schools. 
The  latter  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  voters  at  ihe 
polls  in  1847,  upon  a  demand  of  one  third  of  the 
qualified  voters,  and  to  be  adopted  upon  a  vote  of 
two  thirds. 

First  newspaper  in  Virginia.  It  was  said  in  a  Vir- 
ginia newspaper,  some  years  ago,  ihal  the  first  news- 
paper in  that  slate  was  printed  in  178U,  at  Williams- 
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so  much  upon  actually  paying  ihe  interest  upon  their 
stale  debt,  as  upon  their  intrinsic  ability  lo  do  so, 
without  anticipating  and  mortgaging  the  usual  reve- 
nue in  order  lo  do  so.  And  hence,  loo,  though  we 
bfclieve  Maryland  might  now  have  passed  the  bill  for 
resuming  at  the  period  meiuioned  therein,  April  1847, 
with  comparative  safety,  yet  we  do  not  feel  chagrin- 
ed to  the  extent  expressed  by  many  of  the  journals 
of  the  slate  al  the  failure  of  the  bill.  Independent 
of  the  anxiety  of  every  true  Marylander  feels  for  the 
speedij  and  effective  restoration  of  sinte  credit,  the 
the  Northern  boundary  ol  that  state,  by  carrying  il  '  ^^  g,  ^  parly, desired  it,  because  they  wanted  the 
five  miles  lurlher  norm,  into  the  Slate  of  Massachu-  ]  g^,^,  „,  ^^^,.  ^,31^  having  resumed  under  their  auspi- 
sctts,  was  decided  on  the  4ih  inst.  in  favor  of  Mas    |  „„,  ,„  ._,^^  ,|,^.,„  ,„   ,|,g,r  ..cxi  political  campaign,— 

y    may    be    said  lo   have  beeiineaily 

resumption.      The   few    dissenters, 

from   their  ranks  added  to  the  great  body 

,e   parly  opposed  to   them,  made  a  lie   vole,  and 


eclat  of  resuming  before  Maryland,  yet  the  fact  is,  ^,^^^^  ^^^^  j^^i  y,-  government.  The  conditions  were 
thai  the  financial  ability  of  Maryland  to  resume  and  conspicuously  placed  at  the  head  of  the  paper  and 
maintain  payment  at  this  momenl,  IS  superior  to  that  I  ran  thus:— "All  persons  may  be  supplied  with  Ihil 
of  Pennsylvania.     The  credit  of  either,  depends  not    ^^pg^  3,  pjj..^^  dollars  a  year,  and  have  advertise- 


The  Ruohe  Island  and  Massachusetts  Boun- 
dary.—  Legal  decisiun.  1  he  long  pending  case  in  ihe 
Supreme  Court  ol  the  United  Slates,  on  the  petition 
of  the  Slate  o(  Rhode    Island  lor  the  reclificalion  of 


sachu^elts.     Ihe  opinion  ol  the  Court  was  delivered    ^^  ^  pariv    the 
by  Mr.  Justice  McLean,— J3<.s«».  Uaily  Mv.  unaniinous'  lor 


Massachcsetps. —  The   Banks.     There    arc    104 

banks  in  the  Slate  of  iMassachuselts,  and  the  whole 
amount  of  capital  stuck  paid  111  is  g3U,97U,UUU.— 
Auuul  two  thirds  ol  this  capital  slock  is  in  Ihe  Bos- 
ton banks,  of  nhich  there  are  24,  I'he  amount  of 
gold,  silver,  and  other  coined  metals  in  all  the  bank 
ing  Ill-uses  IS  S3,,357,7Ul  35,  Ihe  total  am..uiii  of 
tne  re^'jurces  01  all  the  bj  .ks  is  gbo,U17,625  06. — 
The  dividends  have  averaged  ab  lul  sis  per  cent. 

New  Yore.  Charter  elections  look  place  on  the  3d 
inst,.  111  nve  ut  the  ciuesol  liic  EiDpiie  s.ale,  viz: — 
Troy,  Ulica,  Rociiesler,  BuHaio,  and  Pougnkeep-ie, 
allot  wnicU  resulted  111  |j>ur  of  ihe  wings,  Tne 
contest  at  PuughkeepMe  called  out  30LI  more  voters 
than  weree\er  polieu  there  at  a  charter  eleclion,  Doth 
parties  Having  regalarly  nominated  tickets.  Average 
wnig  majuruy,  22L     Aggregate  vote  polled,  1112 


bill  was  lost.  .\  motion  to  reconsider  was 
carried,  and  an  attempt  was  made  on  Monday,  by 
adopting  an  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Bher, 
who  had  voted  111  the  negative,  lo  wm  sufticieni 
favor  lo  secure  its  passage,  hut  it  was  found  not  to  be 
as  acccplabic  in  tins  as  in  lis  original  form — the  vote 
being  33  lor  the  bill  as  amended,  to  40  against  it. 

Another  attempt  was  made,  before  the  body  ad- 
journed, ht  tne  indefatigable  chairman  ol  the  com 
mulee  on  finances,  Mr,  Johnson,  lo  carry  his  favor- 
ite project.  111  the  lorm  ol  a  resolution,  authorizing 
the  governor,  treasurer,  and  commissioner  of  loans. 
al  their  discrelion,  to  resume  payment  from  and  alter 
the  1st  April,  1S47.  Alter  being  amended,  on 
motion  ot.Alr.  Mcrbav,  by  leaving  the  discretion  en 
tnely  with  ihe  Ireaaurer,  the  resolution  passed  Ihe 
house  by  a  rote   45   aye«  to  24  noei.     la  this  form 


ts(of  a  nioderaie  length)  inserted  for /fii  dollars 
the  first  week,  and  Sfven  dollars  for  each  week  after. 
I'he  paper  was  issued  once  a  week — which  made  it 
cost  to  subscribers  about  ninety  six  cents  a  numberl 

This  was  173  years  afler  the  settlement  of  Vir- 
ginia; 64  years  after  il  had  been  sealed,  Gov.  Wm. 
Berkeley,  who  exercised  the  magisterial  office  for  38 
years,  in  his  answer  to  the  enquiries  of  the  lords  of 
the  colonies,  said,  "I  thank  God  that  we  have  not 
free  schools,  for  printing,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not 
have  these  hundred  years;  for  learning  has  brought 
disobedience,  and  heresy,  and  sects  into  Ihe  world- 
and  printing  has  divulged  them  and  the  libel  against 
the  government.  God  keep  us  from  both."  Lord 
Ellingham,  who  was  appointed  governor  in  1683,  was 
ordered  expressly  "to  allov^-  no  person  to  use  a  print- 
ing press  on  any  occasion  whatever." 

LousuNA.  A  special  election  was  held  in  the  Stii 
representative  district,  on  the  25lh  Feb.,  for  a  repre- 
sentalive  in  place  of  Chas,  Gayerre,  resigned.  B. 
,1.  Konteneau,  (loco.,)  received' 267,  and  Julius  Be- 
nit,  (whig,)  294  votes. 

The  seat  of  government.  The  legislature  have  de- 
cided lo  remove  ihe  seat  of  government  from  N.  Or- 
leans lo  Baton  Rouge;  the  bill  which  passed  the 
senate  for  that  purpose  having  finally  passed  th« 
house  on  the  27th  Feb. 

Mississippi.  "Progressive"  legislalion.  A  bill  was 
introuuced  in  Ihe  legi-lature  on  the  3rd  inst.,  a>  fol- 
lows:— "An  act  to  repeal  all  laws  now  in  force  for 
the  collection  of  debls." 

Sec  1,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  the  stall  0/ 
.Vissisrippi,  That  all  lawa   novr  in  force  for  ths  ool- 
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lertion  of  dfbts,  or  Ihe  enforcement  of  conlraoli  he  elusive  hard  money  currency  and  a  lalal  ileslrur-iion  |  Rewlved,  That  the  poeUet;  of  a  pitriotic  people 
tween  individuals,  he  and  the  same  are  herehy  re-  of  hank«  and  paper  mnnev;  and  that  David  Tod,  are  (he  safest  treasurv  of  a  republican  government; 
pealed.  Provideil,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shnll  be  «ho  was  nominated  by  that  convention  as  a  candi-  and  that  it  is  the  duly  of  a  stole  to  adopt  all  mea- 
constrned  to  interfere  wilh  the  laws  now  in  force,  «o  date  for  governor  has  cb'm;;ed  ground  upon  Ihe  sub-  sures  which  will  best  promote  the  wealth  of  her 
as  to  effect  existing  contracts,  or  debts  created  or  in-  Jfcl  of  Ihe  currency,  an  1  declared  himself  in  favor  citizens, — relying  on  Iheir  patriotism  freely  to  con- 
curreil  before  this  ai-1  lakes  eifeel.  ^  |  of  this    doctrine.     Believing,  as  we  do,  Ihat  a  good  [  tnhule  thereof  to  the  necessilies  of  the  public. 

Sec  a  Bt  it  furthtr  enacted  ThTt  this  act  shall  |8\stem  of  banliing,  on  the  iitJividual  IhbUity  (innci- \  Efsolvfd,  That  the  whig  party  is  opposed  to  any 
take  efl'ect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  Ihe  15lh  l  pie,  is  not  only  necessary  to  Ihe  prosperuy  of  our  I  change  in  the  existing  Innff,  let  ihe  policy  be  stead- 
day  of  June  next.  I  great  and  growing   stale,    and,  consequently,  to  Ihe  i  ■■-■■■ 

The  Southern  rttilroa.l  bill-  The  ficfc(6urg- rr/i!;^.  of :  interests  of  her  citizens,  but  Ihat  such  a  syslem  is ! 
the  21st  lilt.,  announces,  with  much  exullatinn,  the  j  entirely  practicable,  we  take  this  occasion  to'  protest 
final    pa-sage  of  this  bill    by    the    legislature,  by   a    against  the  action  of  said  convention,  as  pla 


handsotne  majority. 

"The  road  commences  at  Jackson,  the  seal  of  gov- 
ernment of  Mississippi,  and  connects  with  the  rail- 
road from  Vickshurg  on  the  Mississippi  river — from 


fast,    Ihe   details  allerahlu  only  as  experience  shall 
prove  to  be  necessary  and  expedient. 

Resolved,  That  the  creative  agencies  of  wealth  are 
agriculture,  manufactures,   an. I    l+ie    mechanic   arts, 


democracy  in^  a  wrong  position,  and  hereby  express  j  and  that  the  true  poliov  of  the  republic  requires  that 


our  solemn  determination  not  to  vote  for  said  Da 
Tod,  or  any  other  man  for  the  otlice  of  governor, 
for  any    legislative  station,   who  may  be  in  favor  of 


Jackson  it  will  perhaps  run  through  the  counties  of  j  the  exclusive   hard-money   doctrines  entertained  by 


Rankin,  Scott,  Newton,  and  Lauderdale,  and  coni 
guous  to  Simpson,  Srnilh,  Jaspar,  Clarke,  Leake, 
Neshoba,  Kemper,  Winston,  Noxubee,  and  will  also 
be  an  outlet  for  the  trade  of  Columbus,  Lowndes 
county,  all  in  the  state  of  Mississippi — llience  it 
crosses  the  Alabama  state  line  into  Sumter,  and 
through  .Marengo,  Perry,  Dallas,  Autauga,  and  Mont- 
gomery counties,  Alabama,  embracing  the  wealthiest 
and  most  productive  counties  in  that  state  It  will 
also  afford  an  outlet  for  the  minerals  and  the  wealth 
of  the  rich  counties  around  Wetumpka,  embracing 
Coosa,  Talladega,  Tallapoosa,  Chambers,  and  other 
rich  counties  in  Alabama,  being  the  gold  and  mineral 
regions;  and  the  continuation  in  Georgia  will  also 
traverse  the  gold  and  mineral  regions  of  that  stale. 
At  Montgomery,  which  is  now  selected  as  the  seat 
of  gnvernmeDl  of  Alabama,  there  will  be  two  routes 
coming  together  towards  the  West,  one  being  the 
road  from  Charleston  and  Hamburg  to  Alalanla,  in 
Georgia,  and  from  thence  to  West  Point,  on  the 
Chattanooga,  the  line  between  Georgia  and  Alaba- 
ma, and  from  West  Point  to  Montgomery  the  rail- 
road is  now  in  progress,  and  nearly  forty-five  miles 
completed.     The  other  route  from  Savannah,  Geor 


gia,  by  the  central  Georgia  railroad  to  Macon,  Geor  I  "■"='■ ,  On  the  first  ballot  for  a  candn 
gia,  and  from  thence  the  Georgians  are  about  lo  "'"'  William  Webb,  of  fJuller  conn 
make  a   road  to  Columbus,  on  the  Chattanooga,  and    "o'es,  James  Ctdier,  of  Jefferson,  6U 


thence  from  Girard,  opposite  Columbus,  to  Mont- 
gomery, and  from  Montgomery  to  Vicksburg,  will 
be  the  Southern  railroad.  «  »  *  » 
We  have  not  mentioned  the  national  importance  of 
the  work,  as  every  one  must  see  at  a  glance,  that  it 
IS  to  be  the  great  route  of  northern  and  soullieru 
travel,  and  on  which  the  soulUern  mail  is  to  be 
brought,  and  then  we  shall  have  our  splendid  pack- 
ets carrying  the  mail  and  passengers  every  twenty 
four  hours  from  Vicksburg  to  New  Orleans. 

"Now  as  to  the  means:  First,  the  two  per  cent, 
fund  of  Mississippi,  about  $300,000,  given  by  con- 
gress to  this   road,  lias  been  appropriated  m  the  bill 

^U2,000  of  the  same   fund  in  .4labaina  has  been 

loaned  to  complete  the  link  between  West  Point  and 
Montgomery,  which  is  lo  be  a  part  of  the  great 
route.  -A  bill  is  now  before  congress  to  grant  the  al- 
ternate sections  of  public  land,  for  5  miles  on  each 
side  of  the  road,  which  will  be  valuable  to  aid  in  its 
completion  and  will  certainly  pass,  as  Ihe  same  kind 
of  grant  was  made  to  Indiana  for  the  Wabash  canal. 
Then  the  capitalists  of  Charleston  and  Savannah, 
are  directly  inlerested  in  its  success,  and  will  aid  in 
its  construction — and  with  all  these  advantages  il 
would  be  strange  that  only  230  miles  of  road  should 
be  left  incomplete  for  the  want  of  a  little  aid  on 
the  part  of  citizens  of  Alabama  and  .Mississippi  on 
the    roule,  and  directly  inlerested  in  Us  couiplelion. 

"Let  the  citizens  of  West  Mississippi,  of  East 
Mississippi,  and  of  Alabama  exert  themselves  wilh 
a  proper  interest,  and  in  a  few  years  the  link  from 
Jackson  to  Montgomery,  230  miles,  will  be  com 
pletc,  and  ihe  Mis.sissippi  river  auil  Allaiilic  ocean 
will  he  united  by  railroad — bulb  from  Charleston 
and  Savannah,  each  750  miles  from  Vicksuuig." 

Ohio. — Political. — J^ominalions  for  Governor.  A 
loco  slate  convention  assembled  ai  Culuuibus,  on  the 
8ih  of  January,  and  proceeded  lonomiiiale  a  candidate 
for  governor,  at  Ihe  next  election.  There  was  a 
contest  between  the  hards  and  softs,  as  Ihi-y  ore  term- 
ed in  Missouri — that  is,  beiwccn  the  hard  money. 
anti  bank  men  and  those  who  are  in  favor  of  grain- 
ing bank  charters.  David  Tod,  Esq.,  was  tinally 
nominated  by  '.he  convention. 

Some  disaffection  has  appeared  as  lo  this  nomin.i- 
tion.  In  Way  ne  county,  a  paper  is  said  already  lo 
have  received  eight  or  nine  hundred  signatures, 
commencing  as  follows:  — 

"The  undersigned,  democratic  citizens  uf  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  have  learned  wilh  surprise  and  indig 
ration,  that  a  body  of  men  (dignified  under  the  appel- 
lation of  a  "stale  coiivcnlion";  assembled  at  Cohiin- 
bus  on  Ihe  8ih  inst.,  and  the  name  of  the  demucnn  y 
of  Ohio,  passed  certain  resolutions  selling  forth  that 
tbe  democracy  of  Ibia  stale  are  in  favor  ul  au  ex- 


him.  We  occupy  the  ground  which  the  democracy 
have  ever  occupied  on  this  and  all  other  questions; 
and  therefore  regard  the  action  of  Ihe  late  conven 
lion  as  entirely  unwarranted,  and  believe  that  Us  re 
commendations  ought  not  lo  be  sustained.  We  are 
in  favor  of  calling  a  stale  convenliun  to  nominate  a 
candidate  for  governor — a  faithful  representative  of 
the  democracy  of  Ohio — and,  therefore,  call  upon 
our  democratic  fellow-cilizens  who  may  coincide 
wilh  us  in  these  views,  lo  assemble,  eii  muisc,  al 
Woosler,  on  some  day  hereafier  lo  be  designated, 
tor  Ihe  purpose  of  considering;  such  measures  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary  lo  a  faithful  discharge  of  our 
duty  lo  our  country  and  our  patty." 

A  similar  proceeding  is  going  on  in  Stark  county. 
Meetings  have  been  held  in  some  of  the  counties,  by 
tiie  democrats,  al  which  resolutions  to  a  simihr  ef- 
fect have  been  adopted. 

A  Whig  State  Convention,  assembled  at  Co- 
lumbus, on  the  4th  inst.,  at  which  298  deleg.Ues  at- 
tended; every  county  in  Ihe  slate,  except  J,ickson, 
being  represented.  Joshua  Mathiot,  Esq.,  presided, 
wilh  a  vice  president  from  each  congressional  dis- 
ndidale  for  govern- 
ly,  received  111 
60,  and  five  other 
andidales  smaller  numbers.  On  Ihe  second  billoi, 
Mr.  Webb  had  153  votes,  and  was  declared  duly  no- 
minated. 

From  Ihe  resolutions  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
convention,  were  the  following:  — 

Resolrcd,  That  we  believe  thai  a  sound  banking 
system  is  essential  lo  Ihe  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
the  people,  and  so  believing,  we  are  opposed  to  a  re- 
peal of  Ihe  present  bank  law. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  opposed  to  an  exclusive 
hard  money  currency;  becaii-e  we  believe  il  wholly 
impracticable,  as  well  as  most  mischievions  in  its 
consequences  lo  the  business  and  prosperity  of  Ihe 
slate. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  not  in  favor  of  compelling 
Ihe  payment  of  taxes,  exclusively  in  gold  and  silver. 

Resolved.  Thai  any  atlempt  to  depreciate  Ihe  value 
of  Ihe  slocks  of  Ihis  stale,  or  lo  derange  the  public 
credit,  can  be  made  only  by  traitors  lo  Ihe  honor  of 
Ihe  people. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  now,  as  ever,  opposed  to 
the  establishment  of  the  sub-treasury,  let  il  couie  in 
whatever  shape  il  may: 

We  are  opposed  to  il,  because  we  believe  it  to  be 
a  scheme  inherenlly  impracticable  as  a  fiscal  agent 
of  the  governmcnl; 

We  are  opposeil  to  it,  because  it  is  essentially  a 
government  bank;  an  inslilulion  which  above  all  fi  I 
nancial  creations,  is  lo  be  Ihe  most  deprecated,  being 
alike  hostile  to  Ihe  busine.ss  interests,  and  the  politi- 
cal liberties  of  Ihe  country. 

We  are  opposed  to  it,  bscause  il  will  give  to  the 
president  an  alarming  increase  of  execulive  power, 
enabling  him  to  overshadow  the  co  ordinate  branches 
of  the  governineni,  and  by  uniting  in  his  hands,  the 
'■purse  and  Ihe  sword,"  will  clothe  him  with  Ihe  pre- 
rogative of  a  despot. 

We  are  opposed  to  it,  because  we  know  it  lo  be 
intrinsically  anli-commercial  and  anli-republican; 
auli-eommercial,  beciuse    il   will  establish  one  cur- 

ni-y  for  Ihe    people    and    another  currency  for  Ihe 

q....  ,  .i...  _.  ,  a|,,.p_  by  enabling  a  corrupt  admin- 
islralion  lo  concenlrale  and  disiribule  the  public 
riiiids  as  ils  ciipriee  or  ils  political  purposes  may 
suggest.  It  will  so  affect  ihe  value  of  properly,  the 
rales  o(  exchange,  and  ihe  ordinary  Iransactions  of 
the  irading  coinmunily,  Ihal,  under  ils  fickle  and  un- 
cerlain  operalions,  the  business  and  enterprise  of  Ihc 
couiilry  cannot  but  malenally  suffer;  and  it  is  ami- 
republican,   because    ils  tendency  and  eff.  ut  will  be 

10  make  the  office  holders  cnnneuled  .viih  ihe  aduiin 
islralion,  by  placing  in  their  hands  ihe  control  of  the 
public  funds,  a  privileged  class  of  commuuily. 

ill  a  word,  we  are  opposed  to  this  scheme,  because 

11  has,  once  and  .igain,  been  juslly  coudemned  by  Ihc 
American  people. 


■  ffir 


the  legislature  enact  such  laws  and  establish  such 
regulations  as  will  cherish  and  foster  those  great  in- 
terests. 

Resehed,  That  the  time  has  arrived,  when  the  dif- 
ferences existing  between  the  governments  of  the 
United  Slates  and  Great  Britain,  in  reference  lo  the 
title  of  the  Oregon  lerrilory  should  be  settled. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  Oregon  queftion 
as  between  enlighiened  and  Christian  nations,  emi- 
nently susceptible  of  fair  adjusimenl  by  negolialion; 
and  that  all  hor.est  and  honorable  efforts  should  be 
made  by  the  government  of  the  United  Stales  to 
produce  ils  peaceful  determination. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  accede  to  the  authorities 
of  the  general  government  the  power  and  the  pro- 
priety of  esiablishiug  all  unsellled  boundaries  of  the 
nation,  we  insist  that  they  have  no  right  to  abandon 
or  barter  away  any  portion  of  ihe  public  lerrilory; 
but  Ihat  il  is  their  duly  in  that  respect,  lo  defend  and 
preserve  Ihe  honor  of  the  nation,  and  the  integrity  of 
our  soil. 

Resolved,  That  the  whig  parly  is  opposed  lo  any 
amendinent  of  Ihe  naturalizjiion  laws,  having  for 
ils  object  Ihe  extension  of  the  lime  ol  probation  be- 
yorul  five  \  ears. 

Resolved,  That  il  is  Ihe  policy  of  Ihe  Great  West 
lo  encourage  indusirious  ciuigra-;ls  to  seille  upon 
and  ciillivale  the  vast  and  unapproprialed  IraeU  of 
ine  public  domain,  and  llijt  ne  are  op|ui.-ed  lo  any 
and  all  legislaliun.  slale,  or  nulioiial,  that  may  s.  e'k 
lo  inlerferc  with,  or  in  any  way  iiiililale  against  this 
policy. 

The  legislature  closed  ils  annual  session  on  the  2ud 
inst. 

Colored  pnputntion.  The  Ohio  house  of  represen- 
lalues,  bj  a  vole  of  31  lo  17.  haMleehued  against 
the  repeal  of  all  laws  making  distinclioiis  on  accCrunt 
of  color. 

Illinois.— Po/i(icfi;  A  dei.mcrolic  slale  conven- 
linn,  held  on  ihe  lUlh  Feb.,  iiominaled  Augustus  C. 
French,  of  Crawford,  for  governor,  and  Joseph  B. 
Wells,  of  Rock  Island,  for  lieul.  governor  of  the 
slate,  at  the  next  election. 

Tennessee.  The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  4lh 
inst.,  having  been  in  session  four  months. 

Missouri. — Duelling  prohibited.  The  new  consli- 
tulioii  of  Missouri  di.-qiialifies  any  man  from  hold- 
ing any  military  or  civil  office  orappoinimenl  in  that 
stale,  who  shall,  alter  the  ratification  of  Ihe  consli- 
lulion,  be  engaged,  as  principal,  second,  surgeon, 
accessor,  or  abettor  in  a  duel.  It  aUo  makes  il  the 
duty  of  the  legislature  to  provide  the  moce  and  man- 
ner in  which  Ihe  survivor  of  a  duel,  and  his  esiale, 
shall  be  rendered  responsible  lo,  and  be  charged  w  ilh 
a  compensation  for  the  wife  and  children  ot  the  de- 
ceased, whom  he  has  slain. 

Texas. —  The  legislature  of  the  new  slale  of  Texas  as- 
sembled, for  the  lust  time,  on  ihe  '2Uui  t'ebruary,  at 
Aiisiiu. 

The  Senate.  Gen.  fiuRLESo-N,  was  elected  President; 
H.  P.  Bee,  secretary;  A.  Luckeil,  assistant  secremiy; 
N.  C.  Raymond,  cngrossiui;  and  enrollina  clerk;  Mr. 
Neelis,  sersjeaiit  ai-ariii.-;  F.  Hughe.s,  d.ioi-. keener. 

TheHonseof  Represeiilalivis.     C.  Criivip  wnselecied 

speaker;  James  11.  K-,yi id,  chief  clerk;  T.  C.  Wood- 

lie!,  „sssismni  clerk;  Ira  Munsou,  eurollnuj  clerk;  B.  F. 
Hill.  cm;ros-ing  clerk;  .Mr.  Hnrderman.  sergeaiu-at- 
.inns;  J.  II   Corkl.iirn,  door  keeper. 

Eltcuon  of  Governor.  On  coiiiuiiig  the  votes  il  ap- 
peared dial  Gen  Ht.MDEKsoN  lind  received  S.yiO  votes, 
an.l  Dr.  Millui  I,b7i  voies.  The  former  was  declared 
duly  elected. 

Electionof  Lieutenant  Governor.  Gun.  DAK.NEr.i,  had 
n  in;ijorii)  of  ii,  ol  the  olfici.ii  votes  relumed,  but  n 
ufficiiil  leiuriis  were  received  from  the  Counues  of  Bas- 
irop.  Sail  Pairicio,  Jackson,  Jefferson,  Brazus,  and  La- 
niur.  In  these  couiiiies  Col.  Horion  received  a  majoriiy 
ol  ulmui  6U0  voie.s.  ^ 

United  Slates  Senators.  Gen.  Houston  and  Mr. 
Rusk,  were  elected  Uiiiied  Stales  seiiaiors,  for  the  Slate 
ol  Texas,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  legisl.ilure,  wiiiiouiany 
formidable  opposition. 

The  valedict.iryol  the  President  of //le  7n(t  Republic 
OF  Texas,  Jones,  and  -.lie  inaugural  o(  ila-  rtrsi  governor 
of  Ihc  .State  of  Texas,  HE.\DtKS0N,  nie  received,  but 
too  late  for  inEertion  this  week. 
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Amekica.-j   sTEAM-i'ACKETs     Tiie  New  York  coi'- 
resp.nnleiil  of  the  Wjahin^lon  Union,  savs  thai  Ihc 
cuiiipiiiy    of  gerilleinen    who    have    coiilracteil  wilh 
the  po>liiia5tec'  general  In  carry  ihe  U.  S  mails  Iwice 
a  inoiilh  fioiu  New  York  lo  Cowe5  and  Bremen,  and 
baek,    are    abonl    coinmencing    Ihe    cons'.rucli.in  of 
steam  ships  suitable  for  the  service.     Two  of  these 
vessf  U  will  be  rea  !y    by  Ihe    l~t  ol' January  and    Ist  J  of 
of  February   next,  and   ihe  other  tivo  by  the  l-l  of  |  im 
July  and  tlic  1st  of  Ausnst  fjllowing.     They  are  ex- 
pected to  cros-    the  Atlantic,  in  favorable  weather, 
in  ten  dajs.   The  two  lirsl  completed  are  to  he  com-  j  —  h,>-"'i  '';  '  "' 
maiided  by  Capl.  Hewitt,  commander  of  the  Havre  i ''"  "'^  "'  '  '>' 
packet  ship  Ulica,  and  Capi.  Morgan,  of  the  London    *"|'!j  >'  "*Y.'.| 
packet  ship  Victoria.     All  Ihat  is  now  needed  lu  '*-  [  1 1      '^.^ '".','.'•, 
cure  succe-s   in  the   undertaken  is  an  appropriation 
by  congreis.     The  Union's  correspondent  adds: 

These  steamers  arc  to  be  of  the  following  dimen- 
sions: i.iigtii  of  keel,  23d  feel;  breadtli  of  bean,  33 
feet;  deptti  of  hold,  24,  ff-f-t.  Po  be  constructed  in 
Ihe  most  suDstaimal  inaniier,  and  in  every  way  sui- 
table for  ready  c^lnver^lon  into  war-sieamers  or 
steam-IV. gates,  il  required.      They  are  to  be  equal  to 


»rs  fr  m  1S36— '37  1 1  1841— '+'2,  Imlia  b  ishels  were  shippi:d  from  ihe  leading  plncr3  of  e.vpori,- 
oe  t  an  81H)  milliiins  i.f  p.  unds,  »liieh  j  and.  noi"illiSiondin£  the  impulse  exisiina  u|)  loihe  clo.so 
ot  make  much  m  re  tlinii  2,00  1,1)00  bules  m  k11,  i  "f  the  bu-iuess  seii.iou  to  •jet  off  every  iliio!;  to  markiM, 
..rahoni  4l)0,OUO  bales  per  mmui..  Of  ili  s  anioin',  n-  I  there  remained  over,  unshipped,  a  9i.)ck  of  nearly  one 
bout  half  w.s-xpoi-i.d  to  Chma,  ('-.l.i^di  as'es  p  r  |  million  bushels  m;.re.  1  Ins  is  by  ftr  ihe  uren'esi  crop 
fitly,  a  r  i;ad.  r  .nod  imnii.ee.  «  .th  the  id.  .V'  sal., 
m  nt  f  Hr.'isu  im;.  .it<.)  In  1835,  India  only  .  xi.oi- 
te  I  J.i,UilJ  hales;  l;ist  V  ar  ihe  eXieTH  t .  En^l  md  .x 
c  ed  d '200,tlOi)  b  I  s;'  lull  ilii-  amiunt  s  scar,  ely 
pr  port  on  Hi  tic  iner  :is  d  ne.nuf  ictures  (in  i 


i  u'  qu  litv.^  At  t'le  presem  rate  ofc  'nsnmp- 
Viiuld  Hi  t  suffice  fin- eglit  weeks.  Alloi  g 
pr.nl  cti.m  ul  India  lo  be  lia:f  »  iiiillim.  b 'RS, 
St  n(  111  1  «nr!d.  at  III-  .lUlsi.le,  250.iiOU  i.ale-, 

.■  wled.-  10  101  pl'odu.ti"!!  "f  the    vicirM,    ,  X- 

t  le  Uuiieil  Siaies,  w.iul  I  but  ju^t  suffice   to 
EngrMhcuMsum.tim,.""   _  _ 

:i!i,  tut  tills  eiuiou  Had-  is  an  a 'iiiira- 
ol  peue  tiet  >  ceu  the  two  cou  iti  les. 


on  bushels  mure.     This  is  by  far 
ever  anilnred  in  ihu'  rrgiuii  and  ufTered  for  c.\port. 

The  shipmcni,  siock  and   probable  qnaniiiy  lo  accu- 
mulate ihis  winier  at  the  places  named  below,  are  from 
our  exohange.s,  niid  are  eniirely  auihenlic.     Ii   wull  ho 
■,','lj.[,|  I  obs.  rved  llint  nil  uf  ilitse  are  beyond   Detroit,   and  only 
one  place  in  .Mu-Iul'iu  is  represtuited. 

Ezjiort,  tVe  'i'    W'lttnt  Jrom  the  Upper  Lakes. 

Wheat  sliiupcd  "  What  on      Slock  on  band 
111  1S45.        Iiaiid  Dec.  1     ne.xl  sprini;. 


riiey  ate  to  be  supplied 
IOCS  id  the  lollowiug  dimension^: — 
I  hcs  in  diauielei;  ^troke,  10  feet; 
shell  and  35  feet  long,  with  return 
carrying  20  inches  steam  across  the 
ve  w'louglu  iron  shalts  and  cranks, 
leter,  with  iron  .vater  wlieels  from 
la.iieler,  and  1!,  fee  face, 
uers  lo  run  every  week  netween  N. 
alon  Is  about  to  be  put  in  operation 
by  Hessis.  SiallurJ  kTilesion,  of  New  York,  and 
sundry  incrLlianls  lu  Uii.irlestou.  ■' The  Southerner," 
IdJ  feet  keel,  of  8  or  9l)0  tons  burtlien,  capable  of 
carrying  3  OUU  bnls.  freight,  besides  accommodaling 
200  passenger?,  now  bull  ung  at  the  ship-yard  of 
\V.  H.  Uiowii,  A'ew  York,  is  expected  to  be  on  the 
hue  III  July.  "The  Nurtliemer,"  will  be  put  on  the 
stocks  as  soon  as  this  is  launched. 
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Cuba  tobacco  growing  in  Louisiana.     Mr.  H. 
Brj,  of  tlie  parish  ul  Uuacliiia,  Louisiana,  has  sent 
to  market  one  hogshead   and  tliree  bales  of  tobacco 
raised    from    Cuba  seed.     This    tobacco,  we  are  in 
formed,  says  the  Ouachita  Courier,  -'was  pronunced 
by   cumpeient  judges   lu   be  equal  in  flavor,  &c.,  to 
the  best  Havana  tobacco.     This  is  the  first  shipment  ;  jj 
of  this  staple,  we    believe,  that  has   ever  been  made  j  Camden 
from   this   parish.     The  profit  aitending  its  cultiva-  |  Eaton 
tion,  however,  IS  calling  ine   attention  of  enterpris   [Chirksville 
ing  planters  to    its   production,  who  will   reap  many     Dayton 
rich  harvests  before  their  more  tardy  brethren  em    j  Ceniervilu? 
bark  in  tlie  undertaking.    We  hope,  ere  many  years,  I  '  r''y        .^ 
to  see  our  barren  and   profiiless  Fme  Hill  lands  ren    I  y'-jjipl'Jlvn 
dered   invaluable   by  the  cultivation  of  this  staple."  \  'winctiesier 
Dellbruck 

Adction-  duties.  The  auction  duties  paid  into  the  ;  l  banoii 
treasury  ol  New  Ifork  during  it.e  iastti-cjl  year,  by  '  Urcenville 
the  New  York  auctioneers,  amounted  to  Silb6,204 
Ol  this  sum  Lmdley  .M.  H  U'man  paid  §35, odd,  Geo 
G.  \Vilmcidi..g  ■j22,153i  Kichaid  Warren  S20.h(i2 
Charles  W.  fosier  $2d,4lili  Simeon  Draper,  Jr.  §19,. 
830;  and  David  Austin  §12,762. 


The  pork  trade  of  MAS  —IVamber  and  amount  of 
hogs  packed  in  Ihe  west.  There  have  been  several  par- 
tial siiiiemenis  «(  Ihe  number  of  hos*  packed  iii  the 
wesi;  but  they  have  been  only  pariial.  The  toial  amount 
cannot  be  exacily  obiained,  for  the  want  of  any  means 
of  iictuLL' cxaci  sinlisiics. 

Fro.i  private  as  well  as  public  sourres,  wc  have  oh- 
I  .lued  the  loial  amount  picket  in  fifli/  two  o(  the  priii- 
eip.il  poiuu.il  the  w.  s  .  The  resuli  is  Hal  there  have 
lieeii  packed  in  these  places  SO'i.OOJ  mure  hugs  ihaii  in 
the  previous  of  1S41-J.  Tins  makes  an  advance  in  ihe 
loial  ul  50  per  ceiii.  Nor  do  a  the  incpiiry  into  a  grea- 
ter number  of  pl.ices  at  all  diminish  that  ralio.  '1  here 
are  more  places  in  ihe  iulerior  where  there  has  been  u 
larger  am uunt  of  hugs  put  up  than  there  are  where  the 
aniouiii  is  diminished.  On  ibe  oiher  hand,  the  number 
III  lio-is  packed  in  1845-5  is  not  niaierialli'  different  from 
tiiat  fSiS-l.     Below  are  ihe  results: 

OHIO. 

H4:j_4.  1841-5. 

240 1)00  196,000 

14  0(10  8  000 

1,700  1.500 

-2510  1  100 

4  300  1-2 .01 10 

5-2, 000  24,000 

3  0110 

i,;too 

2,800 
•2,000 


^liica^o, 

'J34.5I5 

35S,310 

1,0110  1100 

Lii.le  Fort, 

44,2.'i5 

75.620 

150,066 

Southpori, 

181,250 

42.2S0 

150  000 

Racine, 

100,000 

135,000 

200.000 

Milivaukie, 

■Jo  000 

92  910 

Hs.oon 

Michigan  cily. 

loo.otio 

150,000 

400,IX)U 

Si.  Joseph, 

70.000 

20,000 

;  125,000 

Places 
Cincinnati 
Culnnilius 
R.ariesport 
Lancaster 
Circleville 
Chillicoihe 
Bainbridge 
Baltimore 
Wavcrly 
Purt.«mjuth 
Ripley 
Xenia 
Franklin 
Pinna 
Wavnesville 


Marblehead  fisheries.  The  last  Salem  Gazette 
contains  a  tabular  view  of  the  nuinoer  of  vessels, 
and  llicir  respective  tonnage,  which  sail  Irom  .Mar- 
blehead, in  the  fishing  Dusioess.  From  this,  it  ap- 
pears  that  the  whole  number  of  vessels,  in  1845,  was 
65;  their  tonnage,  5  039,  the  amount  of  bounty  re- 
ceived Irom  goicriiiiienl,  was  §19,111  90;  number  ol 
hands  employed,  463,  quintalsoi  Usii  landed,  40,500; 
hogsheads  of  salt  used,  about  6,50U;  number  ol  bar- 
rels of  tongues,  sounds,  and  tins,  about  650;  number 
of  barrels  of  oil,  about  525.  The  whole  value  ol 
this  commerce  to  .Vlarblehead,  lor  the  year  1845,  is 
estimated  at  §123,255  65. 


I  Richmond 
Madison 
Lat.iyeile 
Lawrenceburgh 
Connersvilje 
Evnnsville 
Laurel 
IJro.kville 
!  .aiiree 
F'Ti  Wayne 
Covington 
Eugene 
.-Vtiica 
Dupin 
Terre  Haule 

A'toii 

Beardslnwn 
yiiringfield 
St.  Louts,  Mo. 


The  British  Isdia  Cotton  trade.  A  L'uidou 
coi-rcs..o  .uent  of  Washingt  <ii  Un  on,  all'ding  to  t  .e 
culiure  of  c.Jtt  n  lu  itniisu  India,  and  to  ils  impor  atiun 
inc  I  Eiu  ami,  slate>  that  the  c  ii  umption  iil  East  Iii- 
da  c.itti.i  iMsfdlen  oil  \er)  miicii  iliis  ye  r,  the  de- 
er ase  1 1  'lu-  pi-.-aei.t  ti.i.e  be  ng  aim  -st  lUO  p  r  c  in. 
He  says  that  i  1825,  E  gland  i,i,|  o.teil  f  ora  the  Uni- 
ted St  t  s  355,618  iiai,s  f  coitou;  while  in  1844,  ih- 
nuinb  r  was  iicrcas  d  to  1,158,3:3  b  Is.  The  wliele 
consunip  i  ui  of  raw  c.  tton  of  Un  at  Brit  in  ami  Ireland 
may  tie  ..vcra^ed  at  I  500,1X10  bales.  The  i. umber  oi 
p  r^oiis  (  m[ilov  I  d  in  th :  cotton  nia-itihicioiies  may  a- 
m  nut  1 1  a  111  il  on  and  a  h  1,  luid  ilicir  wu^ts  comot 
fall  shon  of  twei.H -live  mill  .lis  steri  g.  T  iward  th- 
eariiiig  of  then-  wages,  a  .d  the  siii-p  rt .  f  tuesel  500, 
OOJ  hill. an  b  legs  tie  Cniud  States  funiisu  tln.e- 
foir.hsol  the  raw  mat- ri.l— some  sa>  four-filt' 8— mi.l 
th^  rest  of  ihe  gloje  the  le  na  iiiiig  quarter  or  bftli.  H-- 
adds: 


Louisville 
West  Port 
Maysville 
Bowling  Green 
Clarksville,  Tenn. 

Total 


V.i.WO 


SOO 
1,300 

900 
10,000 
1.500 
2,800 
1 ,500 
6,000 
32,000 
7,000 

700 

600 
1 .200 
10  DUO 
1,000 
10,000 
7,500 

800 
1.400 
4,000 
1,000 

800 
45  000 
15  000 
9,000 

1  ,OuO 
4.000 
7.1100 
6,0U0 
none. 

SOO 
4,000 
5.000 
1,700 

2  GOO 
18,000 

16.000 
7,000 
3.000 

13.000 

42  000 
14.000 
7.000 
7,000 
5,000 

578  450 


1815-5. 

300,000 
19,000 
4,600 
l.SilO 
19.000 
40,000 
1.206 
1,900 
4,000 
1,500 
15,600 

1  -200 

2  900 
2  000 
9,U00 

30.000 
9  000 
1,400 
1.200 
8,000 
6  200 
2.000 


1,53-2,1126  874,120  2,180,500 

In  reeard  lo  the  business  of  .Si.  Joseph  for  18-15  w-e 
ask  punie  indnlgenee  The  figures  are  the  esiimiitc  of 
one  largely  eiigni;ed  in  the  trade  of  thai  place,  which  will 
be  soon  set  right  by  an  official  report  from  that  quarter. 
This  section  of  Michigan  is  more  pioverbially  a  milling 
cunntiy  than  any  ihingolse,  and  ilieexporisof  St.  Joseph 
partake  largely  of  that  commodity.  Forty  thousand 
barrels  at  least  have  been  seiil  offihis  j'car,  and  ihe  stock 
for  sprii  g  shipment  is  esiimaied  ol  filly  ihousnnd  barrels 
more.  On  the  Is',  insiani  the  slock  there  was  small — 
only  three  thousand  barrels.  [Buffalo  Com.  Ado. 

Wool.  —The  United  Stales  Treasury  returns  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1845,  sh-iw,  as  compared  with  lh« 
former  re'.uriis,  the  following  remark.ible  results: 
Delivery  of  wool  on  the  Pennsylvania  and   New  York 
canals,  with  the  import  of  Foreign  wool  into  the  Uni- 
ted Stales. 

Pennsylvania    New  York 


1841 
1842 
1S13 
1814 
1815 


Canals. 

1,268,733 
2,500,789 
8,166,968 
3,763,590 
Imporled  inio  the  United  Stales. 


Canaln. 

3,617,075 

3,355,148 

6,216.400 

7  672  200 

9,756,230 


1841 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 


Over 
7  cenl.«!. 
596,616 
787,701 
184,416 
199,763 
450,943 


Total 
import. 
15,006.410 
11.420.952 
3,517,100 
14,008,408 
23,833  010 


Under 
7  cenis. 
14,409,761 
10.637.251 
3  332  651 
I3,.803.645 
22.382  097 
Thus  says  the  Morning  News,  a  free  trade  journal, 
.•=ince  1812,  the  import  of  foreign  wool  has  increa."ed  un- 
der the  five  per  cent,  duly,  14,000,000  lb.;  while  the  do- 
mestic wool,  OS  furnished   by  llie  great  sections   oi  the 
country  to  wliieh  the  Erie,  and   Chaiiiploir.  and   Penn- 
sylvania canals  form  an  outlet,  has  increased  9,000,000 
lb.    The  price  has  in  consiquence  lallen  .so  low-,  that  the 
Eiialisli  mirket  has  become  the  chief  support  of  values 

8.500    in  Ni  u-  Yoik.  

1,000  i      AGRicui.TURAf,  statistics  OF  New   York.    The    N. 

3000  '  York  Herald  publishes  lr->m  an  ortieial  source,  the  Agri- 

4';. Oo  i  cul'ural  statistics  of  that  state,  and    gives  the  iullowing 

'coo  1  asritregates: 

1  Acres  ol  improved  land  m  the  state, 
]  1(10        "        Bit  ley  under  cnfivaiion, 
63ioOO  I  Bushels  of  Barley  raised 
lo'OLIO 


8.000 
6  000 
LOOO 


Acres  ef  Peas  under  culiivaiion, 


Kye  sown. 
Bushels  nl  Jtye  harvested, 
Acres  of  O  its  sown. 
Bushels  of  O  us  harvesled, 

*•  Pi-as  raised, 

.Acres  of  Beans  under  cultivation, 
'i'ouO  '  Bushels  ol  Benns  raised, 
(5  Olio  1  Acr  s  of  Buckwheat  under  cultivation, 
o'lliju  I  Bushels  of  Buckwheat  raised, 
3' 500    Acies  of  Turnips  under  cultivation, 
6  000  '  liushi  Is  of  Turnips  raised, 
20000  1  Acres  of  P.itatoes  under  cultivation, 


22.000 
12.500 
2  500  I 
22,5uO 

101000 
17,000 

7  500 
10,000 

5,0.0  i'sgi 

833,100 


Bushel-  of  Potatoes  raised 
Acres  of  Fl-ix  under  cultivation, 
P..unds  ot  Flax  raised. 
Acres  of  Wheat  sown. 

Wheat  harvested. 
Bushels  of  Wheat  raised, 
Acres  ol  Corn  sown, 
Bushels  of  Corn  hnrvesied, 

The  Trade  of  New    I'orA— -Receipts  of_fl 


11,767.276 

192,5113 

2,108.7(M 

117.379 

317,099 

2,926.322 

1,0-26,915 

26,323,051 

1,761.503 

16  231 

162  187 

255,495 

3,634  679 

15,3-22 

l,250,3:n 

255  762 

23  653.418 

46  089 

2897,062 

1,013,665 

958,233 

13,391,770 

59.M34 

14.722.114 

beat 


lid  Pi 


The  above  we  have  from  returns  publishtd  and  state- 
ments  made  by  packers,  at  the  different  points,  which 
are.  of  course,  subject  to  correcuon.  The  og^regale  re- 
sult will  noi,  however,  be  materially  changed.  1  here 
are  several  places  in  Illinois  Ahich  are  not  heard  Irom; 
bul  we  learn  from  :be  Telearaph,  published  at  Alton, 
that  there  will  be  a  fallinaoff,  taking  ihesiaie  all  ihroiigh. 
Ciiicinnali  Chronicle,  Feb.  27. 

The  Gkaxarv  of  the  West.  The  means  of  llie 
Wesl  to  ansiuin  a  heavy  drauuhl  upon  her  for  breadsluHs 
is  plainly  seen  in  ihe  aggreeate  of  her  exports  of  wheat 
laai  season.    Over  one  million  five   hundred  tbou»and 


port  of  New  York,  for  two  yean, 
ven  OS  follows,  hy  the  Shimiing  Gazelle. 
Down  the  Hudson. 

1815.  1844. 

Flour,  bbls.  1,700.129        1,444  667 

Wheal,  bushels,  2H9  Os9  29,645 

Lard,  kegs,  43.584  69,210 

Provisions,  bbls.  56  472  68,277 

IC8.  3  151  6  941 

From  New  Orlean 


Flour,  bbls 
Wheal,  bushels. 
Lard,  kegs. 
Provisions,  bbls. 
"  tcs. 

From  othe 
flour,  bbls. 
Wheal,  bushels. 


87,702 
83.938 
l.'i4,609 
59,550 
5.787 
.Southern  Porf. 

234,799 


43.1  U 
110.I9S 
307.053 
183,581 

16,771 

187,651 
120,823 
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Tut  Cotton  Giiowth  uk  the  Usited  Statics.— A 
late  number  of  tlie  Meicliantb  Magazine  conlains  an  ar- 
ticle on  ilic  cotton  trade  of  tlie  United  States  from  llie 
pen  of  a  Mr.  McCav,  a  distinguished  merchant  of  Geor- 
gia. 

It  forms  the  third  of  a  series  of  articles  from  the  same 
pen.  Before  presenting:  the  materials  by  which  to  form 
a  judgment  of  the  comparative  supply  and  demand  for 
the  season  of  1846,  the  writer  refers  to  estimates  made 
in  18'14  lor  1845,  in  order  to  show  how  njuch  confidence 
may  be  |)laced  m  his  speculalions.  More  or  less  un- 
certainty, he  jus'ly  remarks,  must  alniays  belong  to  eve- 
ry anticipation,  but  this  uncertainty  has  its  limits,  so 
lliat  when  pr  ces  are  n  turally  depressed,  or  expanded, 
we  may  be  able  to  say,  they  are  not  authorised  b)  the 
ratio  between  supply  and  demand.  Here  is  Mr.  Mc- 
Cay's  estimate  of  last  >  ear's  CI  op  ill  the  United  States 
— the  actual  receipts,  the  amount  ol  error  bears  to  the 
whole  receipts; 

Estimate  Rec'pts,  Error.  Er.  pr.  ct. 
N.  Orleans,  bis.  I.Ono  000  92!l,()00  TIUOO  S  over 
Mobile,  560,000    517.000      42.000      8      " 

Florida,  205  OUO    139,1:00       IGOUO      9      " 

Georgia,  310.000    296,000       14,000      5      " 

S.  Carolina,  360  000    426,000      66,000     15  under 

N.  Caro.  &Va.     25,000      38,000       13,000    34      " 

Total,  2,460  000  2,395.000      63,000      3  over. 

The  remarkable  accuracy  of  the  estimates  compared 
with  actual  receipts  will  St' ike  every  one,  and  give  an 
almost  official  «haracler  lo  the  Professor's  spetulalions. 
Passing  h-oni  tlie  review  of  the  past  to  a  lonsideration 
of  the  future,  Mr.  M'C.  after  presenting  a  series  of  es- 
timaies,  as  to  the  crop,  in  different  parts  of  the  coui'try, 
constructs  the  following  table  of  a-  tual  riceiptsfor  1844- 
*5,  and  an  estira  te  for  1846: 
1844.  1845. 

832.000  929,000 
468,000  617,000 
146,000  189.000 
256.000  2'.)6,000 
42i;,O00 
38,000 


N.O. 

Mobile,  '  468,000 
Florida,  146,000 

Georgia,  256.000 
S.  Caro.  305,000 
N.C.&Va.    24,000 

Total,      2,031,000 
Average 


1S46. 
1,050  500  to    1,250,000 
460.000    10      590,000 
170.000   10 
200  000    lo 
290,000    to 
20,000    to 


190,000 
210,000 
340,000 
30,000 


;,3e5,000    2,190,000   to   2,570,000 
2,350.000 


TWENTY-MOiTH  CONGRESS, 

first     sessiov. 


SENATE. 

March  5.  Numerous  petitions  were  presented, 
and  inquiries  ordered  into  cause  of  the  frequent  fail- 
ure of  N.  Orleans  mails,  and  inlo  the  expediency  of 
enlarging  the  galleries  of  the  senate  chamber. 

Mr.  Simple,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  lo  establish 
an  armory  on  the  Ohio  river  in  Ihe  state  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  HtmpU,  presented  Ihe  joint  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  Illinois  in  favor  of  conlinuing  the  Cum- 
berland road,  and  extending  the  aid  of  the  geneial 
govcrniuent,  by  donations  ul  land,  to  certain  inter- 
nal improvemenls  in  the  state  of  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Speight,  the  senate  resumed  the 
consideiatioii  of  the  bill  granting  alternate  sections 
of  the  public  domain,  in  aid  of  Ihe  complelion  of 
certain  works  of  internal  improvement  in  Ihe  state 
of  Michigan. 

Mr.  UcorfinV^'e,  resumed  his  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  When  he  had  concluded  the  bill  was  laid   aside. 

Special  order,  Oiigon,  Ifc — The  senate  then  pro 
ceeded  lo  the  consideration  of  Ihe  special  order,  be 
ing  the  joint  resolution  of  the  cuinmillee  on  furcign 
relations,  proposing  to  give  notice  lo  Great  BiKain 
of  the  intention  of  Ihis  government  to  annul  the 
treaty  fur  the  joint  occupation  of  the  Oregon  ter- 
ritory, and  Ihc  resolution''  of  Messrs.  Ilannegan, 
Calhoun,  CrillmJen  and  Colquitt  having  relation  to 
the  same  subject. 

Mr-  Ilayviood,  of  N.  Carolina,  resumed  and  conclu- 
ded the  kpeech  nhich  ho  commenced  yesterday. — 
When  he  had  taken  his  seal — 

Mr.  Ilannegiiii,  rose  lo  address  Ihe  senate;  but 
yielded  the  flour  al  Ihc  request  of — 

Mr.  Calhoun,  who  desired  lo  correct  an  erroneous 
iiiipruseion  which  might  be  conveyed  by  the  remarks 
of  the  senalor  from  Noilh  Carolina,  in  respect  lo  the 
protocol  which  had  been  spoken  of.  If  senators 
would  turn  to  it  Ihcy  would  find  tliat  it  cmilained 
simply  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  ihc  Brilish  min 
isler  slating  the  icasons  »  by  he  did  nol  feel  author- 
ized lo  go  on  with  Ihc  ncgolialions;  and  that  he  had 
applied  to  his  government  lor  furlher  instruclions: — 
■whether  those  inslructions  were  received  or  nol,  he 
could  nol  say;  he  pichumcd,  however,  Ihat  Ihey  had 
been  received.  The  Uniled  Slates  never  assented  to 
the  proposition  thai  any  purl  of  Oregon  belonged  lo 
Great  Britain.  Our  ncgi.liators  had  always  ihiimed 
the  wholo.  In  his  own  letler  lo  Ihe  British  iiepulia- 
tor  ho  had  claimed  on  ihe  part  of  this  guvcrnincnt 
the  whole  valley  of  Ihe  Columbia  river  He  was 
nut  aware  that  it  had  ever  been  aiknuwledgcd  Ihal 
the  title  was  nut  in  us. 

Mr.  llannegan,  promised  nol  to  detain  Ihc  senate 
very   long.     Before  proceeding  to  make  a   few  re- 


marks in  reply  to  some  parts  of  what  he  considered  i 
as  the  mo.-t  extraordinary  speech  he  had  ever  heard  1 
in  his  life,  he  begged  lo  a-k  Ihe  senator  from  North 
Carolina  (.Mr.  Ihywuoil)  one  question,  which,  for 
greater  accuracy,  he  had  reduced  to  writing.  [We 
did  nol  get  a  copy  of  the  question;  but  it  was  in  siib- 
blance,  this  whelher  he  h.id  the  authority  of  the 
president  of  ihe  Uniled  Slates,  direct  or  indirect, 
for  declaring  here  that  it  was  his  wish  lo  terminate 
Ihe  existing  controversy  with  Great  Britain  by  com- 
promise on  the  parallel  of  49".'] 

Mr.  Haywood,  replied  Ihal  he  had  already  said  lliat 
which,  for  fear  of  mistake,  he  had  previously  writ 
ten,  and  which  he  should  print.  For  the  president 
lo  authorize  any  senalor  lo  make  such  a  declaration 
as  that  slated  by  Ihe  senalor  from  Indiana  was  nol  to 
be  expecled,  and  would  be  out  of  character. 

Mr.  .Illen,  said  he  should  construe  the  reply  of  the 
senator  from  North  Carolina  into  a  negative,  unless 
forbidden  by  the  senalnr  himsell  lo  do  so. 

Mr.  Hiiyicood. — I  have  already  endeavored  lo 
prove  my  Iriend  from  Ohio  a  bad  hand  at  construc- 
tion.    [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  ►Wen.— Then  I  shall  adopt  ihe  other  construc- 
tion, and  consider  his  ansiver  in  llie  affirmative;  and 
I  dem^nd^l  demand  il  as  a  public  right — that  he 
shall  answer  the  interrogatory  put  lo  him.  Il  he 
does  not  answer,  1  am  here  readv  lo  deny  that  he 
has  expressed  Ihe  views  of  Ihe  president. 

Mr.  Hayii-ocd's  answer  was  but  parlially  heard, 
hut  he  was  understood  to  say  that  his  constituents 
had  not  sent  him  there  to  answer  questions  put  to 
him  by  any  man;  but,  in  regard  lo  the  inquiries  of 
the  senator  from  Ohio,  if  he  (Mr  H.)  occupied  ihe 
position  that  senalor  did,  and  was  driven  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  asking  questions  here  about  the  opinions  of 
the  president  he  should  quit.     [Much  laughter  ] 

Mr.  fVeslcotl,  here  called  .Mr.  Hayicood  lo  order,  if 
he  was  about  lo  stale  anything  as  from  the  president. 

Mr.  Haywood  —'Itw  senator  need  nol  he  alarmed. 
[Increased  merriment  in  some  parts  of  the  chamber.] 
No  senator  had  a  right  lo  make  demands  of  him  on 
the  floor  of  the  senate,  and  he  should  submit  to  no 
such  demands.  Nevertheless,  he  might  consent,  il 
properly  requested,  lo  reply  lo  any  reasonable  inqui 
ry,  eilher  in  the  house  or  out  of  it.  He  had  ollen 
done  things  in  that  way  out  of  doors,  ihal  he  consi- 
dered rather  humiliating,  for  Ihe  sake  ol  peace  and 
good  fellowship;  but  he  recognised  In  no  man  a  right 
to  demand  answers  from  him  in  his  place  in  the  sen- 
ale. 

Mr.  ,'llUix,  said  he  had  not  demanded  an  answer  as 
a  private  or  personal  right,  but  as  a  public  right  — 
When  a  senalor  assumed  lo  speak  lor  the  president, 
It  was  a  public  right  possessed  by  every  senator  lo 
demand  his  authorily  for  doing  so.  The  avowal  here 
made  by  the  senalor  from  Norlh  Carolina  was,  that 
he  was  the  exponent  of  the  views  of  the  president  of 
the  United  Stales  on  a  great  national  queslioii.  The 
gentleman  had  assumed  this;  and  Mr.  A.  now  again 
asked  whether  he  was  in  possession  of  any  authority 
from  Ihe  president  for  saying  what  he  had.' 

Mr.  IVeslcott,  called  .Mr.  .ilUn  lo  order.  It  was 
not  in  order  lo  inquire  here  what  were  the  presi- 
dent's personal  opinions  or  purposes. 

Mr.  .4//en,  said  he  had  nol  asked  what  the  opinions 
of  Ihe  president  were. 

Mr.  Huywood,  said  lliat  he  wa,i  nol  at  all  excited. 
He  woul.l,  lio.,ever,  lake  leave  lo  observe  that  he 
did  nol  see  anything  like  a  calcchism  m  the  rule  ol 
order.  He  had  not  assumed  lo  speak  by  aulhonh 
of  the  pr.  siJent. 

Mr.  Allen —  Then  Ihe  senator  lakes  back  his  whole 
speech. 

Mr.  Hnywcod.~\  am  glad  to  see  my  sr-cech  takes. 
[Much  laiighler] 

Mr.  .illen,  (much  excited:)   Wiih  the  British! 

[Much  excitement  and  conversation  here— as,  in- 
deed, throughout  ihis  enlire  scene— prevented  the 
reporter  from  hearing  all  Mr.  A.  said.] 

Mr  liannegan,  wished  the  senate  to  notice  thai 
though  the  senalor  from  North  Carolina  had  written 
his  speech,  he  had  nol  printed  it,  so  thai  other  sena- 
lors  mighl  have  ,1  lo  refer  lo  in  reply,  it  was  nol 
to  be  found  in  any  of  the  papers 

Mr  Haywood.-l  desired  Ihal,  for  fear  of  mistakes; 
and  It  seems  wa»  right;  for  one  of  the  papers,  in  its 
biel  "ccount  of  n.y  remarks  this  mornmg,  ha,  said 
of  my  speech  Ihat  it  was  a  speech  in  favor  of  arbi- 
Iruliun. 

Mr  Hannegan.  said  it  was  quite  immaterial  whc- 
It'L  .";  'm^'u  '"'"  '^'"'"'  ^""^'"^  6a»e  a  direct 
sT,ni  -  „  "  '  ""'""'>■  "'  ""'•  ■'''"■  «'">'"■■  ''^"l 
n  n  an  if  ;r  '""'  "'i'  """"""^  "'  '""Buagc,  no  truth 
nn.aii  if  the  president  had  anywhere  coramiUed 
himsell  lo  the  hue  ol  540  40'.  Mr.  H.  would  say 
in  luin,  that  there  was  neither  meaning  in  language 
nor  truth  in  man  if  he  had  nol  so  committed  himself 
H"Jlf  *  «  '""gu^ge  sliong  as  Ihal  of  the  holy  book 
ilielf.      Before   the  Baltimore  conventioB   met  ho 


slond  already  committed  lo  Ihe  whole  of  Oregon  up 
lo  54a  40'  before  all  the  world.  .Mr.  H.  would  go 
back  to  Ihe  year  1844,  and  call  Ihe  senator's  attention 
lo  Mr.  Folk's  reply  lo  a  committee  of  Ihe  citizens  of 
Cincinnati.  Their  inquiries  referred  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas;  but  in  replying,  Mr.  Polk  volunteered 
opinions  in  regard  lo  Oregon  also;  and  this  while  he 
was  before  the  nation  as  a  candidate  for  the  seat  he 
now  occupies. 

In  reply  lo  a  question  as  to  the  dale  of  the  letter, 
Mr.  H.  said  it  was  the  23d  April,  1844.  [Mr.  H. 
here  quoted  the  letter.]  Here  Mr.  Pi. Ik  expressed 
the  opinion  that  Ihe  Union  ought  never  lo  have  been 
"dismembered"  by  the  separation  of  Texas.  Did 
Ihe  speech  of  the  senalor  from  North  Carolina  sus- 
tain the  principle  of  this  declaration.'  Mr.  H.  would 
leave  il  to  the  world  lo  say. 

[He  furlher  quoted  the  letter  where  il  dechired  we 
ought  lo  asserl  and  hold  our  right  of  dominion  over 
Ihe  whole  lerrilory  of  the  repiiblir]  Who  defined 
the  limils  of  Oregon?  Did  not  Ihe  president  himself.' 
Mr.  H.  here  quoted  the  following  passage  from  the 
president's  message:  "The  extraordinary  and  wholly 
inadmissible  demands  of  Ihe  British  government — 
and  the  rejection  of  the  proposition  made  in  defer- 
ence alone  to  what  had  been  done  by  my  predeces- 
sors, and  Ihe  implied  obligation  which  their  acts 
seemed  to  impose,  afford  '=ati-faclnry  evidence  that 
no  compromise  which  the  United  Stales  ought  to  ac- 
cept can  be  effected.  Wiih  this  convirlion,  the  pro- 
position of  compromise  which  had  been  made  and 
rejected  was,  by  my  direction,  subsequently  wilh- 
dra'M),  and  our  title  to  the  whole  Oregon  territory 
asserted,  and,  as  is  briieved,  maintained  by  irrefrag- 
able farts  and  arguments. "  What  did  this  language 
mean.'  The  offer  of  49°.'  What  compromise  could 
he  make  short  of  the  Russian  line  of  54"  40'.'  Did 
he  not  assert  our  title  to  be  clear  and  indisputable  lo 
the  country  between  49"  and  54°  4U'.'  Besides  Mr. 
H.  held  Ihe  language  of  the  secretary  of  stale  to  be 
virtually  the  language  of  Ihe  president;  and  had  not 
iMr  Buchanan  claimed  the  whole  territory  up  to  54^ 
40'.'  He  had  Mr.  H.  here  read  from  the  closing 
part  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  last  letler  to  Mr.  Pakenham". 
Mr.  B.  here  declared  that  il  was  still  Ihe  opinion  of 
the  president  Ihal  our  title  was  the  best  in  the  world 
to  the  whole  territory.  Did  nol  Ihe  secretary  hers 
speak  for  the  president?  And  did  not  the  president 
see  this  document  before  il  was  sent?  And  did  not 
Ihe  presiilent  adopt  the  language  as  his  own,  and 
plant  himself  upon  54°  lO'f  II  was  his  own  di.etrine 
— his  own  position;  he  planted  himself  on  54°  40', 
and  nothing  short  of  that  line. 

.Mr.  H  well  remembered  that  Mr  Polk  bad  not 
been  his  own  first  choice,  nor  that  of  the  senalor  from 
North  Carolina.  Neither  of  the  them  had  (.referred 
him  for  the  office  of  chief  magisirale.  Thiy  both 
preferred  another,  but  he  was  happy  lo  see  that  -Mr. 
Polk  had  won  his  way  so  fast  in  the  regard  of  the 
senalor  as  lo  induce  him  lo  volunteer  his  defence 
against  atlai  ks  of  men  who  never  made  any. 

Bui  Mr.  H  would  here  say  that  if  the  'president 
had  betrayed  the  standard  of  the  Baltimore  conven- 
tion to  Its  enen.ies^ — he  would  nol  do  as  ihe  nenator 
from  Norlh  Carolina  had  threatened  to  do— turn  his 
back  upon  the  president — (for  he  ralher  supposed 
the  president  would  care  but  little  if  they  both  turn- 
ed their  backs  upon  him)— but  he  would  denounce 
him  as  recreant  lo  his  own  avowed  prin.iples — re- 
creant lo  Ihe  weighty  trust  confided  to  his  hands- 
recreant  to  Ihe  generous  confidence  on  ll:e  Ameri- 
can people.  Mr  II  would  nol  on  Ihal  account  aban- 
d.n  /lis  pi  inci|iles,  nor  abate  one  jot  or  tillle  of  the 
demand  he  set  up  lo  II. e  whole  of  Oregon.  He 
would  Sfieak  of  those  who  did  111  the  language  of 
truth  and  fearlessness. 

The  senalor  from  Norlh  Carolina  has  undertaken 
to  give  to  Ihe  senate  the  language  of  the  resolution 
of  the  Baltimore  convention  on  the  siihjcci  of  Ore- 
gon: he  understood  him  as  professii.g  lo  read  it  as  il 
stood:  if  thai  was  what  ho  professed,  what  he  did 
was  unworthy  of  a  senator. 

Mr.  Huyioocd,  said.  Ihal  in  reply  lo  this,  he  would 
read  lo  tlic  senator  a  part  of  Mr.  Brtese's  spi  eeh;  — 
and  he  quoted  a  passage  from  that  speech. 

Mr.  //riiiii/g-an,  resiiuiing,  said  Iherewas  a  great 
difieience  between  Ihis,  as  explained  by  the  senalor, 
and  the  resolution  as  adopted  at  Baltimore.  He 
would  read  the  resoluliuii  as  it  was.  ftlr.  H.  here 
read  il,  as  follows: 

•'Resolved,  Thai  our  title  to  the  whole  of  Ihe  terri- 
tory of  Oregon  is  char  and  unquestionable;  that  no 
porlion  of  the  same  ought  lo  he  ceded  lo  England  or 
any  olher  power;  and  that  Ihe  le-occupalioci  of  Ore- 
gon and  the  re-aiinexalioii  of  'l'e.\as,  jl  ihc  earliest 
practicable  period,  are  great  American  measures, 
which  this  convcnliuii  recommends  lo  Ihe  cordial 
support  of  the  democracy  ol  the  Union." 

This  committed  the  democratic  parly  lo  the  wholo 
of  Oregon— every   foot  of  it.     Lei  any  senator  rine 
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in  his  place,  and  tell  in  what  qiiarler  of  the  Union 
the  na;iiej  of  Texjs  and  Oregon  had  not  flown,  side 
by  side,  upon  tlie  deinocr.illc  banners.  Wherever 
Mr.  H.  had  heen,  it  ivai  so.  Texas  and  Oregon- 
Oregon  and  'rexas— always  went  lO|;iHher. 

Did  the  senator  from  N.  Carolina  Hatter  hioiself 
that  he  could  win  the  applauie  of  the  deinocralic 
parly,  and  blind  their  eyes,  as  he  seemed  to  think  he 
had  tickled  tlieir  ears,  wiiile  he  withheld  from  them 
the  substance  of  what  they  were  conlendin.;  for?  If 
he  did  lie  was  greatly  mistaken.  Texas  and  Orej;un 
were  twin  measures,  ami  ihey  dwelt  together  m  ev- 
ery American  heart.  With  all  who  had  gone  for 
Texas,  and  (as  he  was  told)'  in  Texas  itself,  the  two 
names  floated  together  cm  all  the  democratic  ban- 
ners. And  now,  when  "Texas"  was  admitted,  when 
Ihey  had  stretched  forth  their  liands  and  seized  on 
one  of  the  two  and  secured  the  prize,  did  they  mean 
to  turn  about  and  say,  we  meant  by  "Oregon"  ju^l 
nueh  of  it  as  we  would  afterwards  choose  to  5; 


on  the  senator  and  repiv  that  he  had  far  rather  be  a  |      Mr.  Johnson,  of  Md  ,  obtained  the  floor. 

small   man   seeking  a    large  office,  than  be  a  supple        The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session, 

servient  tool,  bending  before  the  footstool  of  power, '      And  soon  after  adjourned. 

and  consideriTig  il  honor  enough  to  run  from  the  hack        r.Uitdill.     Mr.   Benlon,   presented   a    memorial 

stairs  of  the  palace  on  errands  to  win  the  lavor  of  a    f,.o,„  army  lieulenanls  acting  as  regimental  adjutants 

great  man.  _  praying  an  additional  ration. 

Mr.   H.  would  be  the  last  to  show  to  Europe  such  \      _\]r    H'elister,  presented  a  petition  from  certain  ci- 
a  spectacle  as  the  relinquishment  of  all  Oregon  north    tizens  of  New  York  praying  that  the  treaty  with  the 
f  49°,   and  the    acceptance  of  a    fine    commercial    ihe  Seneca  Indians  may  be  abrogate!. 


ly  will)  the  bonus  of  fr-  •;  trade. — Kree  trade.  Mr. 
H.  said,  he  dearly  loved,  but  it  never  srtould  be 
bought  by  him  with  the  teiriiory. 

It  was  outrageous  in  any — and  in  a  western  demo- 
crat it  would  he  treason.  Ho  did  not  speak  for  oth- 
er parts  of  the  Unior.;  but  for  his  own  he  could 
speak;  and  this  was  its  senliuient.  Free  tr.ide— with 
the  surrender  of  Vancouver's  Island  and  the  harhur  i  dr 
of  Nooika— (.ind  be  it  remeiiibered  Britain  had  ne- 
ver offered  to  make  tins  a  free  port — she  understood 
its  value  too  well; — what  did  it  amount  to.'  Who 
opening  of  her  ports  was 
laverniiient  by  the  franlic 
es  of  starving  millio.i-.'  And  that  the  hauthly 
arlslucracy  were  compelled  to  subiuit  to  it  to  save 
ilieir  lives  from  the  avenging  knife  of  the  assassin 
and  their  palaces  from  Ihe  torch.'  But  it  was  lold 
we  must  put  Oregon  and  Hie  tariff  togelhT;  that  the 


so  m   - 

you?    They  little   knew    the    people  of  the  wevi    if,  did    nut  know    that   tli 
they  drejiiied   that  they  were  going  to  be   trampled  I  forced    Iroiii  ihe  Brii 
on  in  that  way. 

Let  gentlemen  look  at  their  own  recorded  votes  in 
favor  of  taking  up  the  O/egun  bill  at  the  cl..se  of  the 
last  session,  and  then  let  Ihem  look  al  the  language 
of  that  bill,  and  see  if  it  ilid  not  propose  to  take  [los- 
session  of  Oreg'>n  up  In  51°  4U',  alter  giving  unqual- 
ified notice  to  Great  Britain  that  the  coiiveiilion 
must  cease  .4t  that  tunc  we  still  held  Texas  in 
our  hands;  and  this  was  a  test  question;  and  every 
man  in   the  senale  voted  for  it  saie  the  -eiiaior  who  .         .  _ 

sal  there,  [unuerstood  to  refer  to  Mr.  .McDuffie.]  am)  j  fore  our  suppliescould  reach  the  Brilish  market,  the 
the  peerless  Huger.  And  that  most  exielleiit  senj-  j  granaries  of  the  Baltic  and  the  Black  sea  and  th 
lor  (Hnger)  had  aflerwards  told  hini  that  he  had  vo      Mediterranean    would   have  been    poured    into  it  to 


After  u  siiort  discu'siun  on  the  bill  for  granting 
public  lands  to  Michi.;3n  for  i'llcrnal  improvement', 
which  was  opposed  by  Mr  .yUes,  as  unconsliiulicn- 
al,  and  advocalerl  by  Mr.  Cius,  and  for  which  Mr. 
I'liire  ofTereil  an  amendment. 

The  Oirgon  debate,  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Rcvcrdy  JohiS'm,o(  Mnylard,  arose  and  ad. 
ed  the  senate  in  opposition  to  the  exclnsivo 
claim  of  the  United  Staler  to  Ihe  whole  territory. 

.Afier  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Brrese, 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursu.\t,  March  5  .Mr  Drom^oole.  reported 
amend  weiils  to  the  aub  tiea-ury  bill  from  tue  coii- 
miiier  on  ways  and  means,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

.Mr.  Ramsay.  1'  purled  a  hill  for  the  con«Irnclion  of 


..^..  ..„,  to  have  a  market,  a  vast  market  f.ir  Iheir  ;  a  fortifiralion  at  the  mouth  of  the  Genne>se.:  n.ei. 
breadsluffs  and  pork  and  beef.  Was  she?  True  it '  Mr.  .McKmj.  fron  the  committee  of  ways  and 
is,  ('aid  ,Mr.  H.,)  we  in  the  west  are  born  in  the  i  means,  icporled  a  hill  f.>r  the  support  of  the  post  of- 
woods,    hut    there  are  some  jnioiig  lis    who  know  a  j  fice  department  lor  1846-7.  -,,    r        u 

litlle,  and,  among  olher  things,  know  that,  long  he- 1       Mr.  Burt,  of  S    Carolina,  reported   a  bill    for  Ihr 


ted  in  '.he  negative  because  ii  was  suggesied  to  him 
that  unless  be  did  so  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 
would  fail  which  was  then  pending;  but  on  furllier 
conversation  and  con3iderali.>ii  he  wished  to  move  a 
reconsideration  of  the  *ole,  but  his  fr  ends  would  noi 
consent  that    it  should  be  done.     In  the  house  of 


lablishinent   of  a   government   asylom  for  invalid 
soldiers  and  seamen. 

A  bill   was  al?o   reported  from  the   committee  on 
overBowing.  j  naval   atlairs   to  test  certain  experiments   of  G.  N. 

In  conclusion,   for  he  would  not  longer  detain  the  [  Taylor, 
senate,   he   could  only    say  of  the    whole   tone  aii<l  |      the    house   on   motion  of  Mr.  McKay,  we:,!  into 
meaning  of  the  speech  of   ihfi  senator   from  North  1  committee  of  the  whole. 

Carolina,  that,  if  it  spoke  the  langeage  and  bieithe.l  ]      Mr.  Hudson,  continued   end   closed  a  speech  upon 
feelings  and  purposes  •  f  James  K.  PolU,  he  had  !  the   merits  of  the  gram  trade   as  bearing  upon  our 


presenlatives  but  lour  out  of  the  filly  southern  demo- 1  uttered    words   of   falsehood   and   spoken    with   the  I  own  and  the  English  tariff.    The  speech  prov-d  very 
crats  voted  agaius'  the  bill.     These  were  the  reasons  1  tongue  of  a  serpent.  |  conclusively  from  tables   givmg  the  averages  ol   the 


given  to  him  why  he  should  not  distrust  the  south  on 
the  queslion  of  Oregon;  the  results  were  now  mani- 
festing themselves;  md  let  the  speech  just  concluiled 
by  the  senator  from  .Nurlh  Carolina  show  whether  or 
not  be  w:!s  justified  in  his  distrust. 

The  senator  put  language  in  tne  president's  mouth 
which  Mr.  H.  would  here  undertake  to  deny;  not  that 
he  appeared  here  as  the  chanipion  of  the  president — 
he  claimed  no  such  position.  He  only  defended  the 
right:  and,  persomlly,  he  would  prefer  doing  i(  in 
behalf  of  the  humblest  man  in  the  country  than  of 
the  greatest.  But  he  wi  uld  here  deny  for  the  presi. 
dent  what  the  senator  from  North  Caroli.^a  imputed 
to  him.  If  the  slalerneni  of  the  senator  was  true, 
and  the  president  meant  vhat  llie  senator  undeistood 
him  10  mean,  then  he  was  an  infamous  man.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  told  ine  senate 
that,   in  the  message,   there  were  here  and  there  id 


On 


.iUen   rose  to  speak;  but  j  price  of  train  in  the  gram  countries  of  Europe  and 

motion  of  .Mr.  Eeans,  the  senate  adjourned  till  I  in  the  Uniied  States  for  fourleen  years,  that  the  pri- 


the  9ih 

March  9.  Mr.  Colquitt,  arose  and  expressed  re- 
marks putlin;  his  brand  upon  the  unnamed  author  of 
an  article  ^vhich  had  appeared  in  the  Times,  (late 
U.  S.  Journal,)  a  print  published  at  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernraeiii. 

Mr.  Crittenden,  spoke  in  confirmation  of  Mr.  C.'s 
words. 

The  Oregon  debate,  was  resumed. 

iMr.  Eruns,  ol  Maine,  arose  and  spoke  in  argument 
against  llie  'act  of  the  American  title  to  the  whole 
of  that  territory  being  clear  and  unquestionable. — 
Before  he  had  concluded,  the  senate  adjourned. 

March   10.     Th«  President   hid  before  the  senate 


ces  of  grain  had  been  cheaper  in  Europe,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  from  fifteen  t.)  twenty-five  per  cent.,  tnan  in 
the  Unitc'd  Slates.  Mr  H.'s  speech  was  full  ol  facts 
and  figures,  and  respeciful  to  all. 

Mr.  /£(ti'-  said  that  he  held  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ment in  perfect  contempt,  and  after  this  he  proceed- 
ed to  reply  to  the  arguirenl  of  Mr.  Pnyiie,ol  Alaba- 
ma, who  had  argued  upon  this  bill  that  there  W3.s  no 
power  in  congress  under  the  constitution  to  rcf,  late 
any  but  external  commerce.  Mr.  P.  quoied  the  con- 
stitution to  prove  that  the  position  was  wrong,  and 
after  speaking  his  hour  the  committee  rose  and  Iha 
house  adj.iurned. 

Fridxt,  March  6.    Jaiius  McDowttl.  elected  from 


a   communication    from  the  treasurer  o(    the  United  I  yj^gjj,|3^    ,,^^    \\m.   Taylor,   deceased,   appeared, 
Slates  transmitting  tlie    annual  accounts  of  'he  post  I         j|(j,.,j'  ,,|,j  joqIj.  (,13  seat. 

.  ....;....*ir,r,fr.nrT,lll,»;^       ..  ^     ,   ,   ■  i  :.._J__ 


various  parts  of  it,  "siickin^s  in,  parenlhelically,  to  ;  office  department.     Also,  a  communication  from  the  ,      ^^^   OoWiii,  submitted  a  resolution  to  pay  Isaac  G. 
giatily  the  ultraisms  o.   tne  country,"  but  which  he    postma.,ter  genera!  relative  to  the  contract  for  carry- ,  p^^lgj.   a  (-ontestant  of  the  seat  of  hon.  Jo/in  iiimfc. 


never  meant  to  carry  out.  The  meaning  of  this 
could  only  be  that  the  president,  in  these  "stii-kings 
in,"  euiployed  false  and  hollow  words  to  hide  his 
real  inutues  and  purposes.  What  was  this  bul  wil- 
fully deceiving  the  country?  If  this  was  tiue  it  must 
soon  come  to  lighl;  and  then  what  must  be  his  fate 
but  disgrace?  1  he  slory  of  his  inlainy  .vould  be  cir- 
culated from  one  end  of  the  land  to  the  other,  and 
his  perfidious  course  would  sink  him  in  an  infamy  so 
prolound,  in  a  dainnalion  so  deep,  that  the  hand  of 
resurrection  could  never  reach  hi. 11.  A  traitor  to  his 
country  so  superlatively  basi  need  hope  fur  neither 
forgiveness  from  God  nor  mercy  from  man.  Mr.  H. 
cared  not  if  the  senator  from  North  Carolina  was 
charged  with  missives  from  Ihe  president;  or  whe- 
ther (as  he  should  suspect  from  the  dogmatical  style 
Mr.  H.  sometimes  displayed  here)  he  made  these  as- 
sertions "on  his  own  responsibility." 

Mr.  .Mangum,  here  called  .Mr.  H.  to  order. 
Mr.  Hdniiigan,  immediately  apologized,  saying 
that,  if  lie  had  used  language  that  was  disrespectful 
to  the  senator,  it  had  not  been  his  intentiou.  He 
would  nol,  knowingly,  forget  for  a  moment  the  re- 
spect due  to  the  body  and  what  he  owed  lo  himself. 
He  would  endeavor  to  reply  in  the  spirit  which  the 
senator  Irom  North  Carolina  so  repeatedly  professed, 
declaring  that  he  meant  noihing  personal  wnile  he 
ustd  ihe  plainest  language. 

The  senator  had  told'  them  that  the  country  had 
been  agi'ated  from  one  end  to  the  other  for  the  sake 
of  "putting  small  men  into  large  otfices."  Mr.  H. 
had  seen  such  things  before  to-day.  "Small  men  in 
large  oflj 
Ilk. 


i  the  pay  and  mileage  of  a  member  of  this  house  for 
pted  by  a  I  j^e    time   included   between   December    1,  1845,  to 
March  4,  1846,  inclusive. 

Mr.  Sc/iencfc,  moved  to  amend  by  granting  pay  also 
to  J.  M.  BlUIs,  while  contesting  the  seat  of  John  YV. 


ng  the  mails  lo  foreign  ports 

Mr.  Ptarce,    p.-esented   a  memorial,   ado 
public  meeting,  composed  of  both  political  parties, 
in   (^ueen  Anne's  county,   Md.,  in   relerence  to   the 

Oregon   queslion,    and  ';n  lavor  of  "arbitration"  or    ^^  ^ „„...,  

"negotiation  and  comprLiiiise."     Mr.   P.   introduced  ;  j^j^j^.^      Ruled  out  of  order. 

the   memorial  with  some   sensible  and  pertinent  re   j      y^^    Culver,  pointed  out  the  fact  that  J.  G.  Farlee 

marks,  and  bore  testimony  to  the  high  character  and  !  ^^^^    ynied   himself  against    such    a  grant  lo  J.  M. 

intelligence  of  the   memorialisls.     lie  also   showed  |  g^^g^ 

ihat  arbilration  had  been   resorted   lo  three  several  1      .p||^  rcsniulion  of  Mr.  Dobbin  was  then  passed  by 

limes,  in  reference  lo  territorial  rights.  1  j(j3  yga,  to  46  nays. 

Mr.  Fairfield,  denied  that  any  question  of  title  had  .  ^^^  Schenck,  moved  lo  suspend  the  rules  !0  as  to 
been  submitted  lo  arbitration.  It  was  a  mere  geogra-  j  |„troduce  a  similar  resolution  in  favor  of  J.  M.  Bolts. 
p/iicailinc.  ,,    Motion  negatived  by  63  yeas,  1 10  nays. 

.Mr.  Scmple,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  remodel  ^Cg^  progressing  with  private  bills,  the  house  ad- 
iho  consular  establishment  of  the  United  States^         Ijourned  till  Monday. 

oHal.       Mr. 
gislature   of 
blishment  of 
slate.     Re- 
ferred lo  the  comniittee  on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Vdtgan,   presented   sundry   ineiuoiials  of  the 
legislalure^of  the  slate  of  Alabam.a— 

A^lnn^   iiip   reduction   of  the   price  of  the  public 

^r;:^j^^.fr^c:^:;te:;:;r;:::i'^d:^,:i^ofi.ar::\jr^ie.  Re^rredt^ihecommitLon 

"  ''Z':::^^:.  7^':^-^  '1^^:t  extension  of  the   pre-emption  laws.- 

nd  for  what '  Referred  lo  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
hether  he  should        Asking  an   appropriation   lor  ll"""lPf"//™«^i„°' 


debate  was  re 


order  of  Ihe  day,   and  the  Oreg< 
suined. 

Mr.   Eoans,  resumed    a.d    concluded   his   speech 
claim   wliich  has  been  set  up  to 
if 

our  title  up  to  49" 
Louisiana.     Mr.  E.  said 
ject,    that  he   had   nut   made   up   hi 
lorm  of  notice  he  should  vote   


rf^::rH:m3ed:^we;:r.^.:g.n.,M^i;"W:   '^^^^  to   the   comnnlleeoncom- 
all  questions  which  declared  that  our  title  was  clear  ,  ""■'-'-'• 
and  unqucslionahle,  and  which  intimated  that  there  i 


2i 
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Madison  papers.  Mr.  Dromsoole,  from  the  select 
coinmiuee,  on  leave,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  purchase  of  the  manuscript  papers  oftne 
late  James  Madison,  formerly  President  of  the  United 
St;UC5.      Read  and  committed  ^o=;  nnn 

The  bill  proposes  to  pay  Mrs.  Madison  $25,000 
for  the  purchase  of  all  the  unpublished  ma.iuseript 
papers  of  Mr.  Madisou  in  her  possession  upon  her 
delivering  the  same  to  the  secretary  of  state  and 
conveying  title  thereto  to  the  United  Slates,  and  de- 
scrihiiiK  the  said  papers  in  the  conveyance. 

iVafiojiaf  Reformers.  Mr.  Herrick,  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  National  Reform  Association  of  the 
United  Slates.  Mr.  H.  in  otfering  the  memorial,  took 
occasion  to  remark  thai  the  memorial  was  sent  from 
the  citv  of  New  York;  that  it  related  to  the  public 
lands;  that  it  was  a  question  that  had  excited  of  late 
much  attention,  and  the  reasoning  of  the  memorial 
was  clear;  that  some  action  relative  to  this  great  m 
hcrilance  was  indispensable;  that  speculators  were 
now  abroad,  and  the  tiuienot  distant  when  the  lands 
would  be  engrossed,  unless  speedy  action  be  had.— 
n  he  memorialists  desire  that  the  public  lands  be 
held,  as  they  now  are,  by  the  whole  people;  and  that 
any  person  who  has  no  lands  be  allowed  to  take  and 
use  a  small  quantity,  and  possess  the  right  to  sell  at 
any  time  his  icuprovemenl^;  but,  in  no  instance,  to 
sell  to  any  person  possessins;  any  other  laud,  and 
thereby  creating  a  great  landed  aristocracy. 

Mr.  H.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  public  lands,  and  that  it  be 
printed. 

The  question  was  divided,  and  the  reference  was 
carried  without  opposition.  On  the  question  to  print, 
there  were  50  in  the  affirmative  and  56  in  the  neg.j- 
tive.  No  quorum.  On  a  new  count,  there  was  in 
favor  of  printing  53,  against  it  76.  So  the  house  re- 
fused to  print  the  memorial. 

Rivtr  and  harbor  bill.  Mr.  TMaUs,  moved  that  the 
house  go  into  cominitlee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  The  motion  prevailed,  .^n  attempt  was 
made  to  lay  aside  the  river  and  harbor  bill  ami  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  establishing 
a  territorial  goiernment  in  Oregon. 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tenn.,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  declined  to  yield  it,  and  the  merits  of  the  river 
and  harbor  bill  were  discussed  by  Mr.  S  ,  who  aim- 
ed to  occupy  a  position  some  a  here  between  the  ex- 
tremes of  the  various  opinions  wnich  have  been  ad- 
vanced upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  Johnsorx,  of  Tenn.,  offered  an  amendment  of 
$500,U0U  for  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee  ri- 
ver. He  argued,  in  defence  of  this  amendment  that 
if  It  was  constitutional  to  appropriate  money  fur  the 
Ohio,  Missouri,  and  Mississippi  rivers,  it  was  also 
coiistilutiunal  to  appropriate  money  for  the  feeders 
of  the  .Vlississippi,  orol  any  of  the  large  rivers. 

.Mr.  Thoiiuisson,  of  Ky.,  closed  the  discussion  for 
the  day  in  au  earnest  speech  in  defence  of  the  bill 
and  of  all  woiks  of  internal  improvements.  He  was 
severe  upon  Mr.  Payne,  of  Alabama,  lor  remarks 
nude  by  him  upon  certain  slates  charged  wit  i  swind- 
ling, and  at  the  same  time  with  difendiiig  these 
wirks  for  internal  improvement.  [.Mr.  fuyiie  dis- 
claimed being  personal,]  and  .Mr.  Thomassun  closed 
wilh  a  defence  of  the  contemplated  nuprovements 
in  the  I'oitland  and  Louisville  canal,  eitlier  by  en- 
larging llie  one  now  in   use  or   making  a  new  canal. 

Mr.  Farrin,  of  Ohio,  obtained  the  flour  and  the 
committee  rose. 

Distribution  of  land.  Mr.  jVcCoiinei/,  then  said  he 
rose  to  a  priviUged  qiusliun.  Some  lime  since  he  had 
given  notice  ol  Ins  luleiilnni  to  move  for  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  pr'jvide  a  home-  for  every  man, 
maid,  widow,  boy,  ami  girl  in  the  United  States;  and 
he  now  asked  leave  to  mtioilnce  that  bill. 

No  objection  being  mude,  he  introduced  his  bill, 
the  title  of  which  is  "A  bill  to  grant  to  the  head  of 
a  family,  man,  maid,  or  widow,  a  homestead  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  ol  public  land." 
The  bill  v/as  read  the  tirst  and  second  lime,  under 
the  form  prescribed  by  the  rules. 

Mr.  Gordon,  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  McConnell.  No,  sir;  no,  sir.  No  laying  my 
bill  on  the  t.ible.  Mr.  McC.  then  moved  Itiat  the 
bill  be  committed;  on  which,  .Mr.  Gordon  not  press- 
ing the  inoiion  to  lie,  the  bill  was  committed. 

The  liouse  adjourned. 

TuKSOAT,  March  10. — 7i!ii;tn  ami  Unrbors.  Mr. 
Jf'cnlWorlU,  olfered  u  resolution  to  <  lose  tlic  debate 
upon  the  river  and  harbor  bill  on  Tuesday  of  next 
weik       Ado|.ted  liy  a  vote  of  lUli  to  66. 

Mr.  Jhntty,  of  Indiana,  moved  ihe  printing  ol 
lliirly-live  thousand  extra  copies  ol  the  nporl  ol  the 
comiiiissionei  on  pulenls,  witliout  the  list  ol  patents, 
and  7,UUd  extra  copies  with  the  list.  Agreed  to, 
;«a>  143,  nays  36.  I 


men  in  all;  when  in  February,  1813.  he  was  ordered 
to  unite  his  company  with  the  three  companies  of 
Captains  Hindman,  Nicholas,  and  Biddle,  at  Phila- 
delphia, all  under  marching  orders  for  the  Canadian 
frontier,  the  seat  of  war.  This  detachment,  which, 
on  the  march,  was  increased  by  the  addition  of  a 
fifth  company,  under  Captain  O^den.  of  New  Jersey, 
was  marched  to  the  frontier  under  Ihe  command  of  the 
gallant  Colonel  (now  Major-General)  Scoll;  who  at 
that  early  prriod,  contracted  a  .''riendship  for  Capt. 
Stockton,  which  he  still  retains. 

"The  march,  at  a  bad  season,  and  over  bad  roads, 
proved  a  very  harrassing  one,  both  to  officers  and 
soldiers,  neilher  of  whom  were  in  a  condition,  even 
at  the  commencement  of  it,  to  regard  Ihe  prospect 
of  a  long  march  of  hundreds  of  miles,  through  a 
country  of  which  portions  were  still  almost  a  wil- 
derness, wilh  any  particular  satisfaction. 

"The  circumstances  of  Ihe  government  were  em- 
barrassing— Ihe  war   was  in  its  commencemeiit,  and 
the    military    dep-jrlmenl  of  government    was    very 
badly  organized,  and  still  worse  administered.  There 
was  no  paymasterattached  to  Scott's  company;  and, 
ill    consequence,  neither  soldiers  nor  officers  had  re- 
ceived pay    lor  several  months.     The  soldiers  were 
destitute  of  money,  and  were  unable  to  procure  Ihe 
he,  for    one,  would    infinitely    prefer    the  system  of  |  vanous  comforts   and   luxuries,   scarce  even  the  ne- 
dislribution,  as  supported  by  .Mr.  Clay  and  his  adhe-  j  cessaries,  of  life.     Theirdi-^satisfaclion  soon  led  to  a 
rents.  j  siale  of  things  which   might  have  ended  in  the  most 
Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  defended  the  bill.  i  serious  eonsequences,  but  which,  in  Ihe  resiill,  only 
Mr.  Fnncei/,  of  Alabama,  denied   the  constitution- 1  exhibited  in  striking   colors,  the   lliorouih  discipline 
al  p  iwer  to  improve  harbors  and  rivers.  :  which  Capt.    Stockton    had  established  in  his  corn- 
Mr.  G.  W.  Jones,  of  Tenn.,  next  obtained  the  fl  lor    p3„j-^  altliou,j;h    so  rerenily  formed,  and  the  perfect 
and  proceeded  to  make  a  long  exposition  of  the  con-  I  confidence  which  his  men   reposi-d  in  hiin, —  I  mmhl 
"    ■  '  11.  The 


River  and  harbor  bill.  The  house  went  Into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Farrin,  of  Ohio,  continued  the  debate  upon 
the  bill,  and  contended  thai  there  was  power  in  the 
constitution  to  make  appropriations  for  work?  of  in- 
ternal improvement. 

Mr.  Gordon,  of  N.  York,  next  spoke  in  opposition 
to  works  of  internal  improvement.  When  he  con- 
cluded, the  floor  was  given  to 

Mr.    Gentry,   of  Tenn.,  when  the  committee  rose. 

Mr.  Henley,  moved  thai  when  tho  house  adjourn  it 
adjourn  to  meet  at  11  o'clock.     Agreed  to. 

The  house  artjourned. 

Wedsesdat,  March  11.  The  house  without  a 
quorum  went  into  committee  of  the  whole. 

flivcr  ajidaiiii /mr6o)- 6i/(.  Mr  Smil/i,  of  Indiana, 
was  called  to  the  chair  and  Ihe  debate  was  continu- 
ed. 

.Mr.  Gentry,  of  Tenn.,  addressed  the  house  in  re- 
ply to  .Mr.  Rliett,  of  South  Carolina,  and  some  other 
members,  upon  the  question  of  internal  improve- 
ment. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  l^eorgia,  followed  in  opposition  to 
the  bill  and  against  a  latiludinarian  construction  of 
the  constitution.  If  the  internal  improvement  sys 
tern  was  to  be  engrafted  upon  the  general  government. 


stitulion.  in  which  instrument,  he  said,  he  could  find 
nothing  which  would  enable  him  to  vote  for  the  bill 
now  before  the  house,  or  any  of  the  amen'imenis 
which  had  been  proposed.  He  said  he  might  be  call- 
ed straight  laced,  but  there  was  not  one  single  pro- 
vision in  the  bill  which  was  authorized  by  the  con- 
sliliilion. 

Tne  fl.ior  was  given  to   Mr.  Constable,  of  Md.,  and 
the  committe  rose  and  house  adjourned. 


THOS.   STOCKTON,    GOV.    OF  DELAWARE. 


From  the  Delaware  Journal,  of  .Mircli  3. 

It  becomes  our  melancholy  duty  to  record  the 
death  of  the  Governor  of  Delaware,  Major  Thomas 
Stockton,  who  suddenly  expired  last  evening,  whilst 
sitting  in  a  chair  in  Ihe  office  of  the  clerk  ol  the 
Orphans'  Court.  His  health  has  been  invariably 
good:  we  saiv  him  m  our  city  but  a  Ie.v  days  since: 
and  it  may  be  supposed  Ihe  sad  news  was  as  unex- 
pected, as  it  will  be  deeply  regretted.  It  is  useless 
to  attempt  to  eulogize  his  character;  noble,  gener 
ous,  and  high-minded,  he  won  the  esteem  and  respect 
of  all  who  knew  him;  brave,  patriotic,  and  gallant, 
he  early  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and 
distinguished  himself  as  a  soldier,  who  knew  no  dan- 
ger when  battling  for  the  cause  of  justice  and  liber- 
ty. Elected  by  the  irce  siiti'rages  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  to  the  first  place  in  Ihe  commonwealth,  he 
has  nobly  discharged  his  duly,  and  conferred  dignily 
and  honor  upon  the  offi.e. 

At  this  time,  whilst  mourning  for  the  dead,  it  may 
be  well  to  recall  part  of  the  eventful  history  of  that 
man,  whose  miiiic  i>  associated  wilh  the  memories  ol 
Kiikwood  aiid  Haaitt,  and  whose  gallant  deeds  are 
recorded  upon  the  escutcheon  of  his  nalive  slate. 

"Ill  the  year  of  I6\'i,  Thomas  Stockton  applied  for 
and   received    his   commission    as    a  captain  in  the 
army  of  ti.e   United    Stales.     He  was  the  son  of  a 
veteran  of  the    revolution;  and  the  first  peal  of  Ihe]  fore 
trumpet  which    aroused   tlie  old  soldier,  had  already    Onla 


on  to  the  field.  Al  the  very  time — in  facl_ 
almost  lit  Ihe  very  nioinent — when  ihe  old  general 
was  in  arms  to  repel  the  Urilish  from  Liktuii,  Ihe 
young  captain,  through  blood  and  fire,  and  Ihe  wreck 
of  exploding  magazines,  was  leading  his  men  over 
Ihe  ra.iiparts  of  Foit  George. 

"When  Ihe  war  was  declared  wilh  Great  Britain 
in  1812,  (Idth  ol  June,)  Thomas  Slockloii,  Ihen  just 
enleiing  his  Ihirtysecoiid  year,  was,  and  had  been 
for  two  or  three  years,  proihonotary  of  the  courl  ol 
Common  Fleas  ol  New  Caslle  county.  The  office 
was  then  a  lucraiive  one;  at  all  events,  the  emolu- 
ments exceeded  the  pay  of  a  captain  in  the  army,  al 
the  tune;  and  he    was  a  married 

family  springing  up  around  him.  He  did  not  slop  to 
weigh  the  value  of  his  ollice  or  the  peace  and  com- 
fort of  his  own  happy  home.  He  immedialely  le 
signed  his  olfire,  and  excliangcd  it  for  a  captain's 
commission.  He  bade  adieu  to  his  home  and  lainily, 
and  became  arqnainled  wilh  the  labors  and  suUer 
gs  of  a  soldier.     He  was  assigned  to  Ihe  third  reg 


say  the  a3"cction  with  which  they  regarded  I 
spirit  of  dissatisfaction  became  a  uiu  loous  one,  anu 
at  Greenliush,  New  York,  a  large  maj  'rity  of  the 
b.itlalion  iinited  in  framing  and  signing  (m  way  of  a 
Toundrubhiaj  an  address  to  Cd.  Scolt,  in  which  Ihey 
slated  their  grievances,  and  declared  Iheir  determi- 
nation to  march  no  furiher  until  their  claims  on  tho 
goveriimeiil  were  satisfie  I.  Upon  this  ruond-robbin 
were  found  the  names  of  soldiers  belongin.;  to  every 
company,  except  Stockton's.  Not  a  man  of  his  com- 
pany hud  signed  ii;  not  one  of  theiii  had  yet  breath- 
ed a  murmur  of  complaint:  not  one.  of  them  was 
wining,  by  such  an  act  of  insubordinatnm,  to  disiio- 
nor  a  captain  upon  whom  each  looked  as  his  best 
friend.  Their  fidelity  was  not  less  honorable  to 
them  than  lo  Iheir  commander;  nor  was  it  over-look- 
ed. The  nuilinons  spirit  was  easily  quelled  by  the 
gallant  Scoll;  and  when  this  was  effected,  and  the 
troops  again  on  the  march,  the  captains  of  the  olher 
companies  united  in  requesting  Col.  Seolt  lo  pay 
Capt.  Stockton's  men  Iheir  arrears,  as  a  reward  for 
their  good  conduct,  and  tiof  to  pay  their  own  men, 
by  way  ol  punishment  for  their  bad  behaviour. — 
They  were,  however,  all  paid. 

"The  battalion  marched  to  Oswego;  and  thence 
proceeded  in  balteaux  along  the  shores  of  lake  On- 
tario, to  Fort  Niagara,  on  Niagara  river,  just  at  its 
outlet  on  lake  Ontario,  and  almost  immediately  op- 
posite the  strong  British  po-t  of  Fort  George,  then 
garrisoned  hy  a  force  ot  3U0  men— British  suidiers. 
Canadian  militia,  and  Indians — under  Gen.  Vincent. 

"The  troops  under  Scott  remained  at  Fort  Niaga- 
ra for  about  ten  days,  recruiting  the  strength  ex- 
hausted by  their  long  march,  and  wailing  for  the 
forces  under  General  De.irborii,  and  Commodore 
Ctiauncey's  squadron,  in  which  they  arrived  On  ihe 
27th  of  iMay,  uy  a  combined  eH'ort  of  the  naval  and 
mililary  forces,  an  atta>  k  was  made  upon  Fort 
George,  and  it  was  taken  by  storm.  The  military 
ire  obliged  lo  land  on  Ihe  rocky  beach  of 
t  a  spot  l.>o  miles  distant  from  Fort  George, 


called  Two  mile  creek,  where  was  a  British  biUery 
that  commanded  the  landing.  This  battery  was  si- 
lenced by  the  fiie  Irom  some  of  Channcey's  schoon- 
ers, which  advanced  tor  thai  purpost;  and  immedi- 
alely  Col.  Scott,  wilh  his  five  cumpnnies,  backed  by 
a  battalion  of  rifles,  under  Major  F..r«ylh,  6dd  men 
111  all,  and  followed  uy  Boyd's  and  Winder's  brigades, 
in  suppuri,  dashed  up  to  Ihe  landing  in  Iheir  bat- 
leaux,  holding  each  from  thirty  to  forty  men-  The 
landing  of  these  troops  was  one  of  Ihe  most  perilouj 
achievemenls  of  the  war.  The  British  battery  was, 
indeed,  silenced;  but  the  moment  Ihe  batleaux  ar- 
rived within  guii-shot  of  the  landing,  a  tremendous 
young  I  fire  of  musketry  was  opened  upon  Ihein  from  fifteen 
hundred  British  siddiers,  Canadians,  and  Indians, 
drawn  up  iii  line  of  battle  in  a  piece  of  woods, 
which  skirled  the  lake  and  concealed  them  Iroin 
new.  The  fire  was  incessant;  the  water  was  actu- 
ally lashid  into  foam  by  the  bullets;  ami  Ihe  officers 
of  Ihe  schooners,  looking  on  at  a  distance,  com- 
pared the  eUecl  to  that  of  a  violent  liail-storm  falling 


ineiit  of  artillery,  under  Col.  Macomb,  and  ordered  j  on  the  lake,  and  dciiared  that  lor  a  tunc,  it  inter- 
to  recruit  his  own  company,  which  the  immediately  '  ccplcd  their  view  of  the  boats,  and  led  them  to  fear 
proceeded  lo  do.  He  recruited  cliieUy  in  Delaware  I  that  iiol  a  man  in  tho  batteaux  could  escape  with 
aod   New  Jersey,  uotjl  bis  company   numbered  74  !  life. 
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"Yet  through  this  terrihle  fire,  through  this  hail- 
storm of  bullets,  winied  with  woumls  an<l  Heath,  the 
American  troops  pushed  on,  our  Di'hiw.ire  captain 
striving  to  gel  the  lead;  unlil  sudilenly,  when  lii* 
boat  was  wilhin  a  Tew  fatrons  ol  Ihe  shore,  it 
grounded  upon  a  ri)ck  and  slucli  fnsl.  Thirteen  of 
the  crew  were  already  killed  or  badly  wnuu<lei  .  To 
remain  in  the  boa'  would  have  been  death  to  all, — 
for  it  was  ihe  very  focus  of  the  liiilish  fire, — and, 
what  appeared,  perhaps,  wor-.c  to  the  br.ive  Stockton 
and  his  gallant  men,  il  would  have  deprived  them  of 
the  honor  of  beim;  among  the  first  to  land.  Stock- 
ton sprang  up  and  ordered  his  men  to  jump  over- 
board and  wade  to  Ihe  shore.  As  he  ro'ie  lo  lead 
them,  his  sword  was  struck  out  of  his  hand  by  a 
bullet,  and  sank  in  the  lake.  I  le  snatched  up  an- 
other suord  from  the  side  of  a  dead  sergeant  lying 
in  the  bollom  of  Ihe  bciat,  and  immediately  leaped 
into  the  lake,  and  made  fur  the  shore,  his  men — all 
at  least  who  were  not  disabled — following  hini.  He 
cl.arged  with  tlien^  through  Ihe  water,  which  « as 
up  to  his  middle;  formed  the  remains  of  his  company 
on  the  beach,  witli  the  other  companies,  now  landed; 
and  was  iminediaiely  ready  lo  obey  Scott's  daring 
order  to  the  men  of  his  command,  lo  charge  up  the 
bank,  and  dislodge  the  enemy,  more  than  douOle  their 
number,  from  the  wood.  The  Briti-h  retreated,  and 
fell  back  upon,  and  behind  the  fori;  where,  strongly 
reinforced  tiy  the  garrison,  they  again  formed  into 
line,  as  if  determined  to  risk  a  bailie.  But  the 
.Americans  were  also  reinforced  hy  the  landing  of  the 
sujiporling  brigade^;  and  they  were  wheeled  into 
column  and  ordered  to  charge.  The  enemy,  how 
ever,  refused  Ihe  engagemenl  and  rapidly  retired;  as 
did  those  who  were  iii  charge  of  Ihe  Fort.  Cut  be- 
fore abandoning  Ihe  latter,  they  set  rtie  to  the  bar- 
racks, and  laid  trains  with  lij;hied  luses  lo  the  maga- 
zines, with  the  hope  "f  blo-iing  up  the  Auierieans, 
as  they  eiiiered  lo  lake  possession  of  the  furl.  The 
duly  of  taking  possession  was  as^iglled  to  Captains 
Hiiidinun  and  Slocklon.  As  they  approached  the 
lort,  one  ol  Ihe  magazines  blew  up,  destroy  log  seve- 
ral of  .he  British  as  Ihey  retreated  fro.ii  the  fori,  hul 
not  injuring  any  ol  the  Americans.  Bui  as  the  dan- 
ger from  other  explosioi  s  was  obvious  and  imminent 
Stockton  volunteered,  or  gallantly  ooeyd  his  com- 
mander's order,  to  enler  the  fort  and  remove  the 
remaining  luses;  and  this  perilous  duly  he  imme- 
diately performed,  assisted  by  Capt.  Hindinan  and 
one  of  Ills  own  men,  Joshua  Allen,  a  brave  sol- 
dier, Hhoissiill  -ilive,  and  whose  lestimnny  as  to 
this  and  other  i.. alters  ati'euling  his  old  commander 
has  been  given.  This  heroic  achievement  is  men- 
tioned in  the  terms  of  praise  which  it  merits,  by 
Gen.  Scull,  an  iiumediale  witness — in  fact  the  com- 
mander of  Ihe  advance,  by  whom  the  battle  of  Furl 
George  was  really  fought  and  won." 


BRITISH    CORN    LAWS. 

From  an  early  period,  certainly  as  far  back  as 
Henry  \T.,the  principle  of  protection  to  home  gro^vn 
corn,  has  been  maintained  by  the  laws  of  Kngland. 
The  sliding  scale  of  duties  on  imported  corn  is  by  no 
means  a  modern  or  recent  tontrivance.  ]n  the  reign 
of  James  I.,  the  importation  of  foreign  wheat  was 
prohibited,  when  the  price  in  the  English  market 
was  below  32->.  per  quarter;  and  in  ihe  reign  of 
Charles  II.,  when  the  commerce  of  England  became 
more  extended,  it  seems  a  complete  sliding  scale  was 
established,  the  duty  on  foreign  wheat  being  IGs., 
when  the  price  here  was  53s.  per  quarter,  or  under; 
83.  when  between  53s.  and  80>.;  and  when  above  li:e 
last  price  all  imports  lo  be  allowed  free.  The  same 
line  of  policy  may  be  traced  pervading  the  whole  of 
the  succeeding  changes  in  the  laws  until  1773,  "  hen 
they  assumed  a  more  constant  and  reguljr  sha|ie. — 
The  tir^t  aclfor  regulating  the  latesol  duly  was  I3lh 
George  111  ,  c.  4i:j.  Freviuu-i  to  ihe  passing  of  liial 
act,  the  slalules  or  orders  in  council  on  Ihe  subject, 
were  raUier  dictated  by  circumstances,  such  as  pros- 
perous and  deiicienl  harvests,  than  any  intelligible 
and  scltled  principles.  Usually,  a  grealer  quantity 
of  corn  was  grown  than  was  required  lor  home  con- 
sumption. When  there  was  a  scarcily,  the  exporta- 
tion ot  all  kinds  of  grain  was  prohibited,  and  even 
bounties  offered  lor  importations  Ircni  abroad.  When, 
oil  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  glut  in  the  country, 
bounties  were  reolTered  for  Us  exporlatiun.  By  the 
act  ol  43  George  111.,  the  duly  «as24s.  3d.  when 
wheat  was  under  SUs.  per  quarter,  and  when  the 
price  was  al  or  above  54s.  ihe  duly  u  as  6J.  These 
rales  seemed  lo  have  been  tixed  u  iih  a  \  lew  of  keep- 
ing the  price  of  wheat  as  nearly  as  possible  at  oUs. 
perqiiaiter — w  hich,  regarding  the  greater  value  ol 
money  in  those  days,  would  pruhably  be  about  equal 
to  65s.  the  quarter  .il  the  present  lime.  Shurtly  al- 
ter ihe  coiiiuienceDient  of  the  last  great  war,  the 
pivct  waa  raised,  and  when  the  price  was  below  633. 


per  quarter,  Ihe  duty  on  foregin  wheal  wai  30'.  3d., 
falling  to  7Jd.  when  the  price  re-ached  6Gs.  These 
duties  were  advanced  soon  afterwards,  and  in  1815 
Mr.  Robinson  succeeded  in  passm;;  an  act  absolute- 
ly prohibiting  the  imporlalinn  ••(  foreign  wheat  un- 
til the  price  in  our  maikels  had  been,  for  Ihree  con 
secutive  months,  above  8Us  per  quarter,  .\nother 
law  was  passed  in  1822,  pruhibitiii;;  the  imporlation 
of  foreign  wheat  when  Ihe  prices  were  ot  or  under 
70s.  per  quarter,  admin inff  it  "  hen  between  70-i.  and 
80s.  at  a  duty  of  12-^.;  when  between  8l)s.  and  85<. 
nt  a  duty  of  5'-;  and  when  above  85s.  at  a  duly  of  Is. 
This  law,  however,  never  came  into  efl'ect,  as  it  was 
provided  that  its  operation  should  he  delayed  until 
wheat  rose  above  80s  per  quarter,  which  did  nut  oc- 
cur before  another  took  place.  Eirly  in  1827  Mr 
Canning  brought  forward  a  series  of  resolutions  fo. 
the  purpose  of  forming  them  into  a  corn  law.  He 
proposed  a  sliding  scale  neaily  similar  to  one  after- 
waids  carried  by  the  Wellington  cahmel,  and  which 
remained  m  force  •.intil  Sir  Robert  Peel's  hill  in  1842, 
whirh  no>v  regulates  Ihe   admission  of  loreign  com. 

The  influence  of  a  morlificaiion  of  the  British  corn 
laws,  according  to  the  proji-ct  sii  ;gcsted  by  .Mr.  Peel 
III  his  late  expose  lo  parliaiueni,  would  not  be  so 
scn'ibly  felt  in  Ihe  Uiiilcd  Slates,  as  wheal  growers 
have  been  induced  to  suppose.  Repealing  this  fact 
over  and  over,  has  made  but  lillle  impression  upon 
the  public.  Agriciilturisis  weie  told  ten  tunes  to 
once,  to  Ihe  contrary,  that  all  that  was  wanting  was 
"free  irade"  and  a  repeal  of  the  corn  lal^s.  Well, 
Mr.  Peel  announces  in  parliament  that  his  modifica- 
lion  will  lake  i-H'ecl  so  soon  as  parliament  shall  aflirni 
his  project,  and  that  there  is  saiil  now  lo  be  no  doubt 
ah.  Ill  il.  and  what  effr-rt  has  this  annouiicemeul  upon 
our  flour  marker'  Have  prices  hoiiniled  upwards? 
Is  there  a  sudden  demand  for  our  flour,  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  reduction  of  diilie-? 

On  the  contrary,  if  Ihere  has  been  any  change 
produced  by  the  a-sur.mcrs  Ihus  given,  flour  has  re- 
ceiled  in  price,  an  I  Ihe  markel  is  heavier  Ih  lu  be- 
lore  the  arrival  of  the  Cambria  with  the  inlelligence 

.^nd  this  loo,  nolvvillislaiidiiig  Ihe  admilte  I  scar- 
city of  gr^iin  this  year,  in  all  the  grain  growing  coun- 
tries of  Europe, — ami  nolwilhslanding  thai  large 
orders  for  rye,  barley,  and  cheap  gram  for  continen- 
tal port"  are  now  in  England. 

It  IS  seldom  that  superior  qualities  of  wheat  can- 
not be  shipped  from  Dazitic  at  75  to  80  cents  per 
bushel,  Ihe  Ireight  on  which  to  England  would  not 
be  over  half  what  would  have  to  he  paid  on  wheat 
from  the  United  Stales.  From  Odessa  and  other 
ports  of  the  .VIedilerraiiean,  it  can  generally  be  had 
at  from  50  to  60  cents  per  bushel. 

Whilst  the  price  of  wheat  declined  in  our  ports, 
on  the  announcement  of  Sir  Robert  Peel's  policy  in 
relation  to  duties  upon  gram, — and  the  dcmanil  sub 
sided, — on  the  contrary,  al  Hamburg,  Rotterdam, 
Antwerp,  Odessa,  and  indeed  all  the  ports  of  the 
continent  that  vve  have  heard  from,  the  price  ol 
grain  advanced  on  receiving  the  same  intelligence. 
Al  Rollerdam,  for  insisnce,  wheat  advanced  full  two 
shillings  sterling  per  quarter, — at  Antwerp,  three 
shillings. 

Why  Is  this.'  For  the  best  reason  In  the  world. — 
If  to  the  price  that  wheat  at  this  time  commands  in 
this  country,  be  added  freighl,  insurance,  and  char- 
ges to  England,  and  then  add  the  duty  which  Sir 
Robert  Peel  proposes  still  to  exact,  and  it  amounts 
lo  more  than  can  now  be  obtained  for  the  article 
there.  On  the  contrary,  from  the  continent,  cost  and 
charges  enable  them  to  realize  a  profit. 

Lord  Ashburton,  in  a  late  speech  on  the  corn  law 
question,  declared  that  Great  Britain  could  not  ex 
peel  supplies  of  grain  from  the  United  States;  and 
"we  coul'l  not  have  a  better  proof  of  this,"  said  his 
lordship,  "than  the  fact  that  al  this  moment  Ameri- 
can corn  could  come  here,  through  Canada,  at  a 
duly  of  four  shillings;  and  yet,  if  the  returns  were 
examined,  it  would  be  found  that  niue-leiillis  of  Ihe 
foreign  coin  in  England  was  from  the  Baltic,  though 
the  Uuly  on  corn  liom  Us  shores  was  fillcen  >hilliiigs 
a  quarter.  I'his  was  entirely  owing  to  the  low  price 
of  labor  in  the  norlh  of  E  irope." 

Indi.^n  corn-.  Circumstances  are  propitious  fur 
the  introduclion  of  this  nutrilioos  and  cheap  ingre- 
dient for  bread  into  England  and  Ireland,  and  for 
the  sake  of  suffering  humanily,  it  is  fervently  to  be 
hoped  that  Ihe  opportunity  may  be  improved.  Let 
the  poor  be  provided  will 
il  Ihe  earth  is  susceptible  < 
look  with  some  leeling,  as 
Ihe  result  of  Mr.  Foster's  inoi 
upon  the  subject  of  ihe  Brills',  govenrinenl  hav 
made  heavy  purchases  of  Indian  corn  for  their  army 
and  navy,  aud  with  a  view  to  the  wants  of  Ireland. 
Wnether  govcrnuient  eoiuiiig  nilo  the  market  as  a 
buyer  or  seller  to  very  heavy  amount,  mjy  not  have 
a  tendency  to  obstruct  to  even  a  still  grealer  loan 
ibat  atuouut,  the  exportation  that  would  have  taken 


place  upon  individual  account,  hut  which  will  be 
deterred  by  meeting  so  large  and  controlling  a  com- 
petitor in  iiiarket,  is  a  qiK-.lioii  wnrlhy  of  ronsideri- 
tion.  It  may  he  loo  late  to  obviate  llie  error.  The 
hiricvohMice  of  the  purpose  will  hardly  compensate 
for  the  sidfering  Ihat  may  be  occasioned  hy  such  an 
adverse  result  The  extent  of  Ihe  purchase  made 
on  behalf  of  Ihe  government,  we  suspect  has  been 
exaceeraled.  The  New  Voi  k  Hirir/./,  for  in-^lance, 
Males  that  the  Burinus.  Ihe  house  lhat  the  Briti-h  go- 
vernment have  einployid  10  make  their  purchases, 
through  the  agi-ncy  of  Messrs.  Grinnell,  iMinliirn  & 
Co., of  New  Yolk,  have  putchased  iin  immensequan- 
lily  of  corn  in  the  western  country,  where  it  remains 
cm  storage,  wailing  the  opening  of  navigation  for 
»liipmcnt  to  the  seaboard.  The  quantily  ordered  by 
the  government  is  said  lo  be  2,500  UOO  bushels. 

The  United  States  will  hardly  feel  the abstraclion 
of  this  quantity,  from  the  immense  pioduci  of  the 
article  in  the  country,  allhoiigh  finding  a  foreign 
market  for  even  that  quantity,  »  ill  make  an  immense 
diH'ei-ence  in  the  value  ol  Ihe  crop,  to  the  producers. 
The  last  year  was  unfavorable  fu-  the  producliou  of 
Indian  corn,  althoiigli  favoiahl-  for  all  oilier  grtuns. 
Siine  of  the  slates,  and  especially  South  and  .\orth 
Carolina,  will  lequire  suppl.es  from  neighboriii!; 
stales  for  the  subsistence  of  their  popuhilion  and 
slock.  Yet  Ihe  general  product  o<'  the  coimiry  even 
under  these  drawbacks,  amounted    to    the  neighhor- 

hood   of   FOUR  IIU.\'URED  MILLIONS   OF    BUSHELS         The 

hireign  demand  for  three  or  four  luillions  ol  bushels 
is  but  one  per  i  enl.  from  the  corn-cribs  of  the  coun- 
try. And  yet.  this  loreign  ricmand  for  this  one  per 
cent  ,  ha^  had  the  c  n".ct  of  raising  Ihe  value  of  the 
arlicle  in  the  market  at  least  twenty  per  cent,  on  an 
average,  and  in  some  place-  thirty  to  forty  percent. 
An  advance  of  ten  cents  per  bushel  on  one  liinrlh  of 
the  quantity  of  corn  raised  in  the  country,  which 
is  ccftainly  a  moderate  compulation  for  what  the 
producers  have  of  the  article  lor  sale,  would  ainouiil 

to  TEN  MILLIONS   OF  DOLLARS. 

The  capahiolies  of  Ihi*  country  for  producing  In- 
dian corn,  irovid^d  a  fair  price  and  steady  d.-mand 
could  be  obtained  for  the  arlicle,  would  be  iminen»e. 


DEBATE  IN  THE   FRE.\'CH  CHAMBER  OF 
PEERS. 


food 

producing  it.  We  shall 
veil  as  curiosity,  to  see 
enl  111    parliament 


O.N    BELMIO.NS    WITH    THE    UNITED    STATES. 

The  subject  of  the  course  pursued  by  ministers  in 
relation  lo  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  in  the  di- 
plomacy in  regard  to  Mexico,  was  broached  in  the 
chamber  of  peers  vm  the  12lli  of  January,  by  count 
Pelet.  who  maintained  lhat  ministers  should  have 
aided  the  annexation  of  Texas,  instead  of  yiehliiig 
to  the  demamls  of  England  in  opposing  11.  This 
called  up  the  niinisier  of  foreign  affairs,  whose  pre- 
vious triumphs  during  the  session  had  already  won 
him  so  many  acclamations.  He  evidently  approach- 
ed this  subject  with  the  utmost  caution,  and  called 
up  his  most  formidable  powers  to  meet  it.  It  was  a 
theme  which  leu  to  the  recollection  of  former  as- 
sociations— popular  attachments  and  popular  aver- 
sions, il  rtipiiied  also  an  expanded  view  of  political 
relations.  The  siihject  wjs  full  of  iiileiest.  A 
sketch  of  the  discussion  will  show  that  it  compares 
with  the  proceedings  in  our  congress  to  advanlage. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  couise  of  Ihe  ministers  is  in- 
dignantly condemned  not  only  by  Thiers,  the  leader 
of  the  ijiberals,  but  also  by  .M.  Berryer,  the  great 
orator  of  the  Legitimists.  The  extremes  of  both 
parlies  unite  lo  remonstrate  against  a  policy  so 
humbling  to  France,  so  subservient  to  England. 

IVI.  GuizoTsaid — I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring 
lhat  the  French  government  desired  the  in.lepenU- 
ence  of  Texas,  and  advised  .Mexico  lo  rc-cognise  it. 
That  independence  was  admitted  hy  the  U.  Slates  in 
1837,  by  France  1838,  aud  by  England  in  1840.-- 
We  had  concluded  a  treaty  of  commerce  wiih  i'exos: 
we  had  iiileiesls  intermingled  with  hers:  and  we  Imd 
a  right  to  advise  her  to  pursue  what  appeared  tu  us 
lo  be,  lor  her  and  for  us,  the  best  condition  ui  inde- 
pendence. We  therefore  recuminended  her  lo  re- 
main independent.  Not  only  we  were  consistent 
with  our  policy,  but  vve  consulled  therein  the  iii- 
leiesls of  France,  particularly  in  her  commercial 
lelalions,  as  hereafter  Tex  is  might  ofler  us  great 
advantages  in  Ihe  way  of  markets  for  our  goods.— 
France  had,  besides,  a  great  political  interest  in  the 
independence  of  'I'exas.  Il  is  the  interposition  of 
an  in^lepeiident  slate  in  the  midst  of  the  United 
.-Stales. 

There  are  in  America  two  races — the  Spanish  and 
tne  Aiiglo-.'Vmerican.  It  is  our  interest  that  the 
former  shall  not  be  oppressed  by  the  latter,  and  the 
independence  of  Texas  would  have  the  ellect  of 
lessening  the  chances  of  a  conflict  between  the  two. 
It    It   in  fact   advisable  to   multiply  in  America  the 
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number  of  independent  slates;  it  is  the  most  favora- 
ble condition  for  liberty  and  for  the  development  of 
prosperity  and  peace.  The  division  of  Europe  into 
a  number  of  independent  slater  iias  largely  "onlri- 
bmed  to  Ihe  development  of  Buropean  prospe  'i  -.ll 
intelligent  minds  have  invariably  protested  agjinst 
the  cslabli?hinent  of  a  universal  m chy  in  Eu- 
rope, anil  a  universal  republic  would  not  be  better 
for  it.  This  is  one  of  the  ideas  which  has  influenced 
our  conduct  towards  Texas,  and  this  idea  you  may 
rely  on  it  will  prevail.  Our  commercial  and  political 
interest  would  suffer  materially  by  the  foundation  of 
a  governmental  unity  in  Ameiica.  The  annexiition 
ofTexas  has  not  aKv?ys  been  a  favorite  idea  with 
tlie  Uniled  Siali's,  there  was  lor  a  long  time  much 
hi-eilation  and  doubt  felt  on  Ihe  subject;  in  fart,  in 
1837,  the  cabinet  of  Wa-hinglon  gave  a  posilive  re- 
fusal to  i'.  It  is  not,  therefore,  surprising  that  llic 
French  cabinet  should  have  adopted  a  course  in  llie 
question,  which  was  for  a  long  lime  that  followed 
by  Ihe  Uniled  States  themselves.  It  has  acted  wi'h 
the  greatest  reserve,  leaving  perfect  freedom  for  the 
future  wishes  of  the  Texan  people.  It  has  taken 
care  not  to  give  the  question  more  importance  than  it 
deserved,  has  refused  to  compromise  France  in  the 
matter,  and  in  fact  refused  to  guarantee  the  indepen- 
dence of  Ihe  new  republic.  Such  has  been  Ihe  con- 
duct of  the  government,  and  we  consider  Ihat  our 
pol.cy  has  been  perfectly  prudent,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  inleresls  of  our  country. 

With  regard  to  the  last  message  of  Ihe  president 
of  llie  Uniled  Stiles,  1  may  add  Ihal  we  are  on  Ihe 
best  footing  wiih  Ihat  country,  and  hope  to  remain 
so  We  wish  to  be  true  and  good  friends  to  them. 
The  United  Slates  are  not,  however,  what  they  were 
fifty  years  ago,  ilemaniling  continual  support  from 
us  The\  have  inrreased,  Ihey  have  prospered,  they 
hale  lakeii  llieif  p'ace  among  Ine  powerful  of  the 
earth.  We  rej  ,ice  at  ii,  for  their  gre.'tness  aci-ords 
with  our  wisli;-,  and  it  is  advanlageiu,  for  Ine  pan 
the)  arc  en  lied  on  lo  perfirm.  VVe  rejoice  at  llie 
fuiure  des'inies  of  the  United  Scales.  We  admire 
what  Ihe'e  is  ol  great  and  ur>ble  in  tlifir  inst.liition-; 
Ihey  will  exercise  an  immense  i.ifluence  on  4te  mo 
ral  destinies  of  ihe  human  race.  Bat  our  policy 
niiisl  be  soiled  lo  what  Ihe  United  Sljtrs  are  at  the 
present  day.  No  one  can  be  aslonished  that  we 
watch  Iheir  nr^gress  with  a  vigilant  eve.  It  is  both 
our  duly  and  our  right  to  take  into  cmsideraticn 
lhe>e  new  and  important  fads.  Even  if  prudence 
did  not  recommend  us  to  follow  this  course,  the 
message  of  the  United  States  iMnild  point  it  to  us. 
I  perceive  two  grave  mailers  in  tbe  words  of  the 
president.  The  first  is  that  the  Uniled  Slates  do 
not  wi>b  to  take  part  for  or  against  any  one  in  such 
discusss^'is  as  may  divide  European  stales.  We 
knew  this,  for  we  have  experienced  il,  and  other 
European  slalus  might  also  have  done  the  same. — 
The  United  Slates  are  unwilling  lo  be  the  ally  of  any 
European  government.  I  do  not  blame  them,  bin, 
on  the  contrary,  1  consider  them  to  be  in  lbs  right. 
I  recognise  the  legitimate  chara  iter  of  ..'r  own  iso- 
lated policy.  It  cannot  be  -urprising  Ilia',  llie  United 
States  do  what  we  were  content  to  do — remam  at- 
tached exclusively  lo  the  national  interest,  '.'hat 
Ihey  observe  is  a  good  policy  for  them  as  for  us — to 
admit  no  alliance  through  sentiment  or  through  Ihe 
memory  of  former  deeds. 

The  second  part  which  1  have  remarked  is  that 
the  United  Slates  reject  all  European  influence  in 
the  eonlinent  of  North  America.  This  maxim  is  a 
strange  one.  There  are  in  that  continent  other  in 
dependent  stales,  which  also  have  their  rights.  We 
have  relations  and  treaties  with  those  stales,  and  we 
have  the  right  to  maintain  those  treaties.  The  lan- 
guage of  Ihe  president  goes  far  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  right  of  one  people  over  another,  however  great 
it  may  be.  The  commercial  and  political  relations 
which  we  have  with  the  other  slates  ol  North  Ame- 
rica we  shiill  maintain — it  is  our  right,  and  we  shall 
make  use  of  it  witlioutany  sentiment  of  hostility 
towards  the  United  Slates,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
with  those  senlinients  of  good  will  which  we  have 
«o  long  professed  for  them,  without  giving  Ibem  any 
subject  ol  umbrage,  but,  also,  without  being  slopped 
by  illegilimate  prelensions.  (Loud  cries  of  hciir, 
hear.)  We  have  befure  us  a  great  ex;anple  coming 
from  the  United  Slates  themselves.  In  the  midst  of 
the  gigantic  conflicts  which  llie  French  revolution 
had  given  birth  lo  in  the  world,  Washington  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  being  neither  the  enemy  nor  the 
ully  of  France,  but  of  guardiii)r,  with  respect  to  her, 
a  full  neiilralily,  without,  in  any  ruspecl,  ...Ivring 
the  amicable  relalioii.i  winch  exisU'd.  He  ijUiieVcd 
timl  it  was  possible  lo  have  his  coni:'.ry  adopl  a  po- 
licy peilecll)  indrpeiident  of  France,  au>:  yd  remain 
on  leniiS  of  pcrlect  friendship  wilh  her;  iiol  only  did 
he  think  his  plan  possible,  but  be  ellecled  il;  he  did 
so,  too,  ill  the  letlh  of  the  [lupular  wind  winch  llien 
(u'uvailvd,  and  which  tended  lu  engage   the  United 


States  in  a  struggle  against  France.  He  succeeded, 
t  repeat,  and  in  my  opinion  he  rendered  an  immense 
and  lasting  service  to  liis  country.  We  have  no  po- 
pular wind  which  drives  us  to  this  extremity,  but 
I  beliFve  that  the  policy  of  Washington  ought  also 
lo  govern  the  French  cabinet;  and,  for  my  part,  as 
long  as  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  coun- 
cils of  Ihe  crown,  1  shall  endeavor  to  preserve  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  Stales  relations  of  the 
mosl  sincere  and  affeclionale  kind,  whilst  I,  at  the 
same  time,  maintain,  with  thein  or  without  them, 
the  full  independence  of  the  policy  of  France.  In 
doing  thit  we  shall  be  understood  and  approved  of, 
I  hope  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic;  1  know  the 
empire  of  popular  enlhuiasm,  but  1  also  know  that 
all  modern  free  stales,  whatever  may  be  their  in- 
lern'dl  constilulion,  repose  every  thing  on  this  idea — 
thai  in  s;rue  of  Ihe  errors  and  prejudices  of  the  mo- 
ment, justice  and  good  sense  ullimately  prevail. — 
The  organization  of  the  free  stales  of  modern  times 
rests  on  this  hope,  and  I  tru^t  that  the  U.  States  will 
not  be  the  first  to  give  a  contradiction  to  this  most 
salutary  expectation.  (General  maiksof  approba- 
tion ) 

On  the  20th,  Jtf.  Thiers  discussed  the  question  in 
the  chamber  of  deputies,  in  a  speech  which  added 
much  to  his  fame  as  an  orator  and  a  politician.  He 
commenced  wilh  a  bitter  preamble  directed  against 
iVl.  Pvollin,  in  which  he  asserted,  that  from  the  pe- 
riod Ihat  he  consecrated  himself  lo  the  service  of 
his  country,  he  hac  never  ceased  to  be  a  partisan  of 
consiiliiiional  monarchy.  Bui  that  when  he  pre- 
ceived  lliat  Ihe  present  dynasly  departed  from  its 
'ingli^h  model,  he  entered  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion, alihough  he  always  remains  firm  in  bi3  ronsti 
tulional  principles  1 

M.  Thiers  went  on  lo  say.  "After  these  observa  ! 
lions  on  a  secondary  mailer,  1  shall  proceed  lo  speak 
biieUy  on  Ihe  annexation  o!  Texas.  Thai  country  I 
was  annexed  to  Ihe  United  Stales,  to  the  great  di^-  ; 
pleasure  of  England,  and,  as  far  as  can  be  judged  ■ 
from  the  comlnct  of  the  French  ministry,  lo  the  - 
great  dinsalislai'tion  of  France.  It  appears  that  the  1 
^e*l^lallce  of  the  hitler  coiinlry  has  deeply  ofTcii'ied 
the  Ami-ricans,  and,  accnrding  the  message  of  pre- 
sidsnl  Polk.  It  would  seem  thai  if  our  relations  wilh 
ihe  L'ni'eil  Slates  are  pacific,  lliey  are  nut  exlraor- 
di.iarily  friendly.  The  following  is  the  language  ol 
that  official  documenl:  "It  must  n  >l  he  forgoilen  that 
annexalion  was  oblained  in  spite  of  the  intervention 
o'"  liie  diplonialic  agents  of  llie  European  powers. 
France  even,  our  ancient  ally,  Ihat  country  wnicb 
has  a  ('.-mmon  iiueresl  with  us  in  maintaining  the 
freedom  of  the  seas,  has  sought  lo  pi  event  this  re- 
-uli.  VVe  ought  to  rejoice  at  having  Iriuinphed  over 
British  and  French  intervenlion  in  such  an  energetic 
and  elUcaciuus  manner.''  I  do  not  make  myself  the 
judge  of  these  words;  Ijut  still  it  is  a  fact  thai  at 
the  same  liuie  that  we  are  eschangiiig  with  England 
words  of  the  mosi  lively  intimacy, our  relations  wilh 
America  are  becoming,  if  not  hoitile,  less  friendly. 
Under  any  circuMislances  1  should  regard  this  as  a 
mailer  to  be  regretted,  but  under  present  ones  I 
look  upon  il  as  most  unfortunate.  You  are  aware 
wiial  a  serious  dispute  has  arisen  between  Engldiid 
and  America:  1  hope  and  wish  sinci-rely  that  tins 
may  be  amicably  settled;  but  in  a  siluation  of  sujii 
gravity  the  conduct  of  France  should  be  extremely 
circumspect.  1  fear  that  hitherto  it  has  not  been 
sufli  Meiilly  so. 

What  makes  the  thing  still  more  serious  is  the 
theory  the  minister  of  foi-ei„T  afl'airs  has  put  forward 
on  this  subject — il  is  an  aggravation  of  the  facl,  1 
am  aboul  lu  call  the  attention  of  Ihe  chamber  to  the 
subject,  not  for  lbs  sake  of  opposition,  but  solely 
w  ilti  the  object  of  correcting  the  ideas  of  the  go- 
vernment on  the  subject  if  it  can  be  done.  1  must 
admit  that  1  have  good  hopes,  for  it  has  been  shown 
that  on  serious  occasions  tlic  opinion  of  the  present 
government  may  be  influenced  by  that  of  the  ch.im- 
ber.  I  am  about  to  provoke  oii  the  pari  of  the  cham- 
ber, what  1  will  call  the  clearing  up  of  the  most 
serious  question  which  may  be  brought  forward  dur- 
ing the  present  session.  You  are  aware  that  Texas 
is  of  great  imporlance  to  the  United  Slates,  and 
that  its  possession  was  anxiously  desired  by  that 
power;  I  will  add  llial  never  had  an  annexalioii  been 
made  in  u  mure  regular  manner.  For  mure  Ihaii  tun 
years  'I'exas  has  been  separated  from  [Mexico,  and 
all  the  powers,  including  France,  had  recognised  il. 
Texas  considered  it  fur  its  iiileresl  to  become  a  part 
of  a  great  and  powerful  state,  it  consented  lo  its  an- 
nexation, and  that  is  now  an  irrevocable  fact. — 
Neverlheres.s,  it  is  under  these  cu'cuuistances  that 
our  cabinet  has  considered  it  Us  duty  lo  oppose  itself 
to  this  measure.  It  il  oe  Irue,  as  slated  by  Ihe  min- 
ister of  loreign. .flairs,  lliat  success  Bhould  bo  the  la.v 
1. 1'  governiiicnls,  there  has  been  .i  fault  in  llns  afl'air, 
lor  It  has  lailcd,  and  lias  caused  inlcrrupliun  in 
our  relntiona   wilh   lliu   Uniled   Slatea.     Bui  what 


good  reason  could  have  excited  the  opposition  of  the 
cabinet  to  the  annexation?  Did  our  commercial  in- 
terests demand  il?  It  has,  I  know,  been  said  that  we 
had  an  interest  in  drawing  cur  supply  of  cotton  from 
Ti'xas;  but  in  the  first  place  that  slate  did  not  furnish 
a  large  quantity,  and  moreover  it  was  our  interest 
that  that  locality  should  be  placed  under  the  pa- 
tronage of  a  powerlul  nation  ralher  than  abandoned 
to  the  influence  of  England. 

Permit  me  on  this  occas-nn  to  cast  a  rapid  glance 
over  the  astonishing  increase  of  the  United  Stales. — 
Scarcely  fifty  years  ago,  Ihey  occupied  the  banks  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  now  tuey  touch  Mexico  on  the 
side  of  Texas,  and  Canada  by  the  Oregon;  they  had 
then  3  OOU,UOO  of  inhabilanls;  now  they  reckon  13 
stales  with  28  000,000.  I  can  readily  imagine  that 
this  extraoreinary  and  unheard  of  prosperity  should 
give  umbrage  to  England,  but  for  my  part,  al- 
though a  declared  partizan  of  English  alliance,  I 
cannot  for  the  sake  of  my  country  be  at  all  un- 
easy at  the  development  of  the  power  of  Uniled 
Slates.  It  has  been  objected  that  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  Uniled  Slates  disturbed  the  balance  of 
power  in  America;  it  is,  I  must  confess,  the  first 
time  I  ever  heard  ihis  equilibrium  spoken  of;  I  can 
fully  comprehend  a  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
which  is  nothing  but  the  independence  of  all  the 
stales  composing  il;  and  whenever  this  equilibrium 
has  been  disturbed  il  has  been  proper  lo  seek  lo  re- 
establish it;  but  1  «  ill  ask,  what  have  we  to  do  wilh 
America  in  that  respect?  The  hon.  M.  Guizot  is 
afraid  that  the  Spanish  race  will  be  annihilated  by 
the  anglo-.^merican  one.  Oh!  when  Ihat  time  comes, 
when  Ihe  Uniled  Sl.ites  shall  have,  like  Englan.l,  100 
ships  of  Ihe  fne  and  200  frigates,  wlie-  '•■  'h.M 
no  longer  profess   the   principle  tna'  < 

the   merchandize,  then    the    Euro 
may   go  to  ihe  assistance  uf  ihat  o,  .......  . 

If  we  still  possessed  Canada  ami  Louisiana,  i 
imagine  Ihat  the  development  of  the  power  of  11  - 
Silkies  might  give  us  uneasmes';I  can  •■-■  :•■!.■  'nat 
it  riijturbs  the  English,  who  possess  a  part  of  the 
American  continent;  but  as  we  have  given  up  Loui- 
siana, tile  question  no  longer  in  any  way  concerns 
us.  On  the  contrary.  I  see  in  the  increase  of  the 
povvar  of  the  United  States,  what  1  must  be  permit- 
t-ii  lo  call  anotlier  slep  lowards  our  political  freedom. 
Since  French  policy  represents  in  this  world  revo- 
lution, we  have  lost  much  of  our  freeJom  of  action. 
Formerly  there  existed  amongst  ihe  various  Euro- 
pean states  opposing  interests — rancorous  jealou-ies, 
and  in  the  inidsl  of  these  passions  France  was  per- 
leclly  free,  '^iit  the  day  that  France  became  the 
represen'  '  v  uf  liberly  in  the  world,  on  thai  day 
there  .  ,:.  '  ,  .ned  round  her,  amongst  all  the  stales 
ol  El-  .,  .a  concerled  union,  ralher  tacit  than  written 
dow.,  ".i  general  concert  in  lad,  which  impeded, 
and  still  impedes  oui  Ireedom  of  action.  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  perceive  war  al  the  oottom  of  this 
[concert.  No,  but  1  main'ain  that  there  is  auiongst 
I  these  European  powers,  ari  against  France,  a  taoit 
accord  which  constc^ins  us — which  is  inj'iriuus  lo 
us.  You  lately  had  a  proof  of  this.  \^'hen  eveius 
took  place  in  Servia,  which  appeared  likely  lo  ensure 
10  Russia  too  exclusive  a  domination,  France  e:i- 
deavoied  lo  excite  the  jealousy  of  Auslria,  but  she 
was  not  listened  lo.  Certain  words  pronounced  by  a 
man  of  great  sagacity,  perfecUy  well  explain  this 
indifl'erence:  "What  has  occurred,"  said  ihisgenlle- 
loan,  '*is  au  evil;  but  between  two  evils  the  lesser 
one  ought  to  be  chosen.  Well,  then,  what  has  taken 
place  in  Servia  is  a  smaller  evil  than  the  disunion  of 
the  continent  in  presence  of  France."  In  this  situ.i- 
lioii  they  determined  to  draw  closer  to  EiiglanI, 
who,  from  the  nature  of  her  governuient,  was  aficr 
1830  naturally  inclined  to  form  an  alliance  with  us, 
but  in  proportion  as  the  two  connlries  became  more 
inlimalely  connected,  we  found  her  to  oe  jealous  of 
our  navy,  which  lias  certainly  niel  with  great  checks, 
bul  which  fortunately  can  again  recover  its  former 
position.  This  jealousy  was  the  cause  of  much  con- 
straint to  us,  and  exercised  a  disastrous  eflect  un  our 
policy. 

Two  facts  may  remove  this  constraint:  one,  the 
development  of  liberty  in  Europe — for,  whenever 
Ihe  spectacle  which  we  behold  passing  before  our 
eyes,  at  Paris  and  London,  shall  be  witnessed  in  any 
other  capital  of  Europe,  all  our  liberty  ol  action  will 
be  restored  lo  us,  the  powers  of  Europe  then  having 
a  syrapalhelic  feeling  towards  us.  The  second  cause 
whicii  may  lead  lo  the  emancipation  of  our  policy, 
is  the  augmentation  of  the  power  of  the  United 
.Slates.  The  proof  of  llie  trulb  of  llns  assertion  is, 
ihat  if,  during  the  last  two  jcars,  England  has  been 
ladle  in  her  relations  wilh  us,  we  owe  it  to  the  un- 
easiness wilh  whicli  the  power  of  America  inspires 
her.  What,  then,  was  the  motive  of  ibe  conduct  of 
Iho  French  cabinet,  in  the  aUair  of  I  exas?  1  have 
no  hesitation  in  dcclariui  Ihat  this  conduct  w.is 
adopted  to  redeem   the   faults  coiumiucd,  by  our  c.<- 
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binet  during  ll\e  last  five  years.  The  cabinet,  on  I  to  say.  Consulted  by  it  while  yet  undecided,  we 
taking  the  reins  of  power,  found  France  and  Eng-  gave  our  advice,  we  exercised  our  influence.  Since 
land  on  liad  terms,  from  Ihe  events  of  1840.  France  then,  the  Texan  puople  have  declared  thcmselvp'.; 
was  irritated,  allhough  England  was  not.  She  coulil  |  (he  mcjoritj'  for  Ihe  annexation  is  cviclcnl;  from  '■  > 
not  be  actuated  by  any  other  feeling  than  a  senli-  '  moment  we  abstained  from  further  artion,  wf  neilli- 
menl  of  having  dune  wrong;  and  the  French  cabinet  ;  er  used  nor  sought  to  use  any  kind  of  influeu  ^..  In 
had  only  one  line  of  conduct  to  adopt—  to  do  nothing  !  the  course  of  the  aH'air  we  had  no  communicationon 


— to  wait.  The  principle  of  the  union,  between 
Fiance  and  England,  is  the  maintenance  of  peace 
and  tlie  European  ttutusquo.  But  for  the  faults  com- 
mitted at  Tahiti,  and  the  question  of  the  right  of 
search,    we   should    have    been   perfectly    in   accord 


the  question  with  the  United  Stales;  we  addressed 
no  note  to  them  on  (he  sutjcct;  the  question  was  en- 
tirely between  the  two  independent  states.  Fiance 
and  Texas.  1  maintain  the  correctness  of  this  policy, 
but  1  LOnsiilered    it  my  duty  to  re  establish  it  in  III 


with  England    on    the   affairs  of  Syria  and  Greece;:  terms  in  which   it  "as    practised;  nothing  could  be 


and  Ihe  question  of  Morocco  would  have  presented 
no  difficulty — for  right  was  on  our  side,  and  victory 
in  our  favor. 

In  the  question  of  Texas  we  might  have  said  to 
England — You  cannot  require  that,  in  order  to  pre- 
eeive  a  balance  o(  power  in  Americ-.i,  we  should  re- 
nounce our  oldest  alliance  and  our  fiiendly  relations 
with  the  United  States.  But  tiie  faults  committed 
in  the  t«o  questions  I  have  mentioned  have  weighed 
on  all  our  relations  with  England.  After  iiKully  es- 
tablishing ourselves  at  the  Marquisas,  where  »e 
could  not  subsist,  we  went  to  Tahiti,  w  here  the  most 
dangernus  adversary  was  found — thespim  of  intrigue 
united  to  religious  fanalieism;  hence  the  Pritchard 
ind.-ninity,  and  all  the  concessions  in  Ihe  aH'airs  of 
S\ria,  ol  Greece,  and  of  Texas.  This  is  so  true, 
lh..t  the  opinion  in  England  as  in  Fiance,  is,  that 
each  of  the  two  countries  lias  made  concessions.  1 
have  said,  and  I  repeat  it,  that,  independently  of  Ihe 
faults  committed  at  Tahiti,  it  France  lias  not  oh. 
served  diplomatic  neutrality  in  the  attbir  of  Texas, 
she  has  been  forced  to  act  by  the  necessity  of  nut 
giving  oH'ence  to  England.  The  conduct  of  Fiance 
in  the  atiair  ot  Texas  has  been  the  purchase  money 
paid  fur  the  right  of  search.  Yes,  in  the  relations 
with  America  you  have  been  obliged  to  depart  from 
the  circumspection  of  sensible  men.  And  ■A'h\?  To 
redeem  your  faults,  you  have  committed  a  fault  both 
with  a  view  to  peace  and  to  war.  War,  perhaps, 
will  not  break  out.  I  hope  it,  for  1  do  not  any  long- 
er drniand  grand  pojilions;  1  content  myself  with 
moderate  ones.  Fur  .America  the  atfair  is  one  ol 
true  material  inteiesi;  for  England  one  of  uigniiy. — 
At  tlie  outset  France  might  hope  to  play  the  part  ol 
a  useful  intermediary,  but  the  ministry  has  brukcn 
the  national  lelatluns  whichexisled  betv\een  Amen 
ca  and  France,  and  this  part  is  taken  from  our  coun- 
try by  the  jault  of  the  cabinet.  Alter  the  words  of 
President  Pulk,  it  is  imposMble  that  France  can  ofl'er 
licrseM  to  conciliate  the  ditierenee.  I  shall  say  no 
more;  1  deMre  tlial  what  1  have  said  may  ue  heard 
in  America;  1  tear  not  its  being  so  in  England;  for 
what  concerns  me  is,  that  every  thing  should  be  truly 
and  clearly  understood  between  three  such  great 
countries  as  England,  France,  and  the  United 
Slates." 

The   Chamber    listened    to   this   speech  with  the 


n.orc  candid,  more  correct,  or  more  considerate  of 
every  right. 

In  this  stale  of  things,  when  I  met  in  the  message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  words  which  1 
have  already  quoted  in  another  place,  1  could  not 
but  feel  some  surprise  (the  hon  minister  then  read 
the  extract  from  the  message  relative  to  the  inter- 
vention of  European  powers  in  the  aH'airs  of  the 
American  continent,  and  continued) — that  is  to  say, 
that  we  are  forbidden  to  iiilei  fere  or  express  our 
opinion  on  the  affairs  of  any  iiidepeiideiit  nation  of 
Noilh  America.  We  have  had  with  those  nations 
relations  and  afl'airs  in  common,  and  nevertheless  we 
are  interdicted  from  exercisi.->g  our  moral  influence 
over  them.  1  ask  the  Chamber  whether  this  is  suit- 
able to  the  dignity  and  giandeur  of  France.  F'ri,.s 
part  I  consider  our  dignity  to  be  in  a  certain  <).^..e 
wounded  by  this  pretension,  anil  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  il  any  other  government  had  made  use  of  the 
same  expression,  it  would  have  met  with  general 
censure  in  this  assembly.  I  have  done  nothing  more 
than  claim  freedom  of  action  for  French  policy  in 
North  America.  As  to  the  in'eresls  of  Fiance  in 
those  countries,  they  arc  of  two  kinds — commercial 
and  political.  As  lo  Ihe  commercial  interests,  I  shall 
be  very  brief  in  my  rcmoil's  on  them,  ahhuutih  Ihe 
hon.  deputy  (M.  Thiers)  has  |.eiha|  s  treated  them 
with  a  lillle  i  isdaiii.  We  have  a  gieat  general  in- 
terest wilh  the  affairs  of  the  new  wnrl.l.  This  general 
interest  is  this — il  is,  that  tliere  should  not  he  there  a 
one  single  mode  of  regulating  Ihe  land',  picture  to 
yourselves  ihe  entire  of  the  new  world  regulated  hj 
one  commercial  law.  Besides,  the  independence  ol 
Texas  was  recognised  in  the  hope  of  purchasing  raw 
cotton  and  disposing  of  our  manulactures  on  better 
terms  than  in  the  United  Slates. 

I  shall  now  pass  to  the  political  interests.  Three 
great  powers, Russia,  EniioUd,  and  Ihe  United  Stales, 
are  seeking  to  extend  ihcir  territories.  Wilh  Ihe  ex- 
ception o!  her  African  colony,  France  seeks  not  ler- 
rilorial  aggrandizement,  but  il  concems  her  that  the 
ihiee  great  powers  1  have  alluded  to  should  observe 
a  balance  of  [lOwer — that  neilhei  one  of  them  should 
be  exclusively  preponderant.  France  has  Ibis  gieat 
interest,  and  she  has  also  another — the  mainlenance 
of  secondary  and  independent  slates.  In  Asia,  Rus- 
sia and  England  had  increased   their  possessions;  but 


greatest  favor,  and  it  was  repeatedly  cheered  by  the  i  ihey  had  now  mutually  stopped  in  their  progress 
majority,  as  well  as '.lie  opposition.  That  evening  a  ,  In  Ameiica,  the  Uniieil  Slates  were  aggrandizing 
special  cabinet  council  was  held,  and  il  was  decided  alone.  It  is  to  be  supposed  that  in  no  case,  whal- 
Ihai  iM.  Guizul,  Ml  his  reply  the  next  day,  sh'.uld  ]  ever  may  be  its  progress,  Ihe  greatness  of  America 
modify  his  previous  speech  in  the  Ctiamber  of  Peers,  is  not  to  he  lo  us  a  subject  of  uneasiness,  thjt  she 
by  proclaimiug  ihe  doctrine  ol  neulraliij,  in  case  ol  '  can  ever  be  for  us  a  cause  of  umbrage,  if,  lor  in- 
a  rnpioie  Oelween  the  United  Stales  and  Great  Bri-  i  -taiiC'  ,  the  whole  cuntim  nt  of  America  were  lo  fall 
lain*  On  the  mornuig  of  the  21^1,  the  Chamber  ol  in  the  same  hands.'  (.Murmurs  frum  the  lelt.)  Is  il 
Deputies  was  unusually  crovvdcd,  and  the  ministers  !  sufficient  for  me  to  remind  you  of  the  words  which 
were  piesenl.  |  1  just  now  used.     The  language  of  the  president  ex- 

M.  Guizut  addressed  the  Chamber. — Gentlemen:    eludes  jou   from   alt    pariicipation  in  the  atiairs  ol 
the   Clronibcr    will   allow   me  lo  request  not  only  its    America;  helurbidsjou   lo  meddle  with  Ihem,  not 


usual  kindness,  mil  its  entire  liberty  ol  s|  iril,  and  lis 
most  considcrale  allentiLn.  The  Hun.  M  Thiers, 
yesteriiay,  made  an  appeal  lojuurhrst  impressions 
— lo  jour  inslincis;  I  sliall  appeal  to  your  judguieiii, 
the  sure-t  fundamental  condition,  in  my  opinion,  of 
all  good  and  great  policy.  What  1  a^k  of  v  ou  1  have 
practised  myself  in  the  examinaliun  of  this  question. 
1  have  fell  all  ilsgiaviiy — 1  luresaw,  long  before  I 
acled  on  the  Texan  question,  all  the  objectiuns  that 
could  be  raised  to  our  policy.  Il  required  my  deep- 
est conviction  lo  determine  Ihe  line  of  conduct  wl.i(h 
I  lell  It  ujy  duly  to  recommend  lo  the  Crown,  and  i 
am  convinced  that  it  is  the  only  one  suitable  lo  the 
great  interests  ot  the  country.  I  wished  to  point 
out  in  the  first  place,  wilh  some  degree  of  precision, 
what  I  have  done.  1  shall  retrench  nothing — modily 
nothing — that  Ihave  done.  1  wish  only  Ihal  il  should 
be  well  explained. 

In  concert  vv  ilh  IheTexan  representative  al  Paris, 
and  called  on  by  his  overtures,  1  advised  Texas  lo 
preserve  its  independence,  and  1  counselled  Mexico 
lo  recognise  lhatiiidependei.ee — nuthiiigmore.  From 
Ihe  hrsl  I  set  aside  all  idea  of  guaranti  eing  thai  inde- 
pendence. I  declared,  both  in  this  tribune  ..nd  else-  1  our  present  s;ood  relations.  Belween  inlelligenl  n 
where,  Irom  Ihe  very  outset  of  Ihe  question,  that  its  I  lions  good  relations  aie  not  so  easily  broken,  when 
solution  depended  entirely  on  the  resolution  of  the  I  the  general  inierests  and  feelings  of  the  country  are 
Texan  people;  that  when  their  deieriuinalion  should  i  in  their  lavor.  Uu  nol  in  the  least  believe  that  the 
have  been  declared   we  should  have  nothing  further'  atiair  of  Texas   will   have   so  disaslrousa  result  as 


withstanding  the  relations  which  you  may  have  wilh 
slates  there  silualed,  or  the  treaties  you  may  have 
concluded  wilh  thein;  and  it  will  be  easy  for  me  lo 
convince  you  that  the  pretension  of  M.  Thiers  isex- 
cessive. 

By  the  words  balance  of  pow  er,  and  counlerpoisc, 
I  did  not  intend  lo  make  any  assimilaliun  betweci. 
the  New  World  and  our  own,  although  the  experi- 
ence of  the  one  mighl  well  serve  as  a  lesson  lo  the 
other;  1  said  thai  we  ought  nol  to  remain  without 
thinking  of  the  fuluie,  al  the  aspect  of  a  great  pow- 
er, which  I  welcome  as  sincerely  as  any  one.  Il  has 
been  said,  that  we  sacrifice  lo  this  forethougtit  our 
present  relations  with  the  United  Slates.  In  a  coun- 
try like  America,  where  things  proceed  so  ra;.-'dly, 
foresight  cannot  be  distant  and  confused.  Call  lo 
your  recollections,  what  this  country,  now  so  great 
and  so  powerful,  was  filly  years  since.  Who  aniong 
you  could  have  anticipated  such  a  developnienl  of 
her  powei?  Who  can  loresee  w  hut  that  power  w  ill 
be  filly  years  hence?  In  the  face  of  such  tacts,  f  -.  ■ 
peat  thai  forethought  is  nol  distant;  it  is  vv 'su  and 
prudent.     Neither  is   il   irue  that  we  sacrifit ;  to  it 


has  been  represented;  our  good  relations  will  not  be 
compromised;  thoy  will  surmount  those  momenlary 
difliciiliies;  we  may  therefore  lake  thought  for  Ihe 
I  .'ore  without  fear  and  without  danger.  I  can  (ind 
I.,  il  siiHii  ient  motives  to  jiislify  the  policy  al  onco 
reserved  and  candid  which'we  have  followed. 

There  is,  however,  another  imminent  and  pressin,; 
interest  lo  which  I  would  direct  all  the  allenlioii  of 
the  Chamber.  The  United  Stales  are  not  alone  on 
the  A.nerican  contincnl,  they  have,  under  the  title 
of  neighbors,  frequent  relations  with  England;  rela- 
tions which  are  al  the  pr».sciit  moment  dclicalo  and 
even  perilous.  I  need  nol  say  that  I  allude  to  the 
Oregon  question,  and  il  is  with  regard  to  this  point 
Ihal  the  policy  we  have  followed  is  excellent.  The 
Chiimber  must  permit  me  to  say  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject  of  uiir  relations  wilh  England.  (Cries  of 'Hear, 
hear.")  Those  relations  arc  easy  and  friendly.  Wo 
wish  to  mainlain  them  so;  wo  consider  that  this  in- 
telligence between  the  two  countries  is  necessary  for 
tin;  maiptenancc  of  peace;  we  are  eimvlnced  that  it 
IS  necessary  to  choose  belween  real  intimacy  and 
that  indilferenee,  that  coolness,  which  does  nol  com- 
pletely disturb  peace,  but  which  removes  from  tl  its 
real  rharact'-r,  and  we  have  made  that  choice. — 
(.Marks  of  adhesiun  from  the  centre.)— I  have  to  add 
tnal  Ihis  poliey  has  taken  iiolhing  from  the  indepen- 
dence of  France.  (Denial  on  the  lefl.)  Genl!e- 
,nen,  if  1  eould  put  aside  Ihe  solemnity  of  this  .lis- 
cussion.  and  appeal  to  the  fainiliarily  of  private  coti- 
versalions,  there  is  nol  a  single  person  lo  whom  I 
c^uuld  speak,  who  would  not  allow  Ihat  the  pulicy  of 
Fiance  wiui  respect  lo  England  has  been  completely 
in.lependenl. 

1  return  to  our  relatiuns  wilh  America  What 
line  nf  lun.liiel  oiiiiht  we  lu  observe  in  the  questnni 
pending  between  the  Unilr.l  Slates  and  England.'— 
We  ought  lo  make  every  exertion  lo  prevent  a  colli- 
sion, hut  slimild  il,  notwithstanding  our  eHorts,  iin- 
fortunalcly  lake  place,  our  pari  will  he  to  guard  he- 
iweeii  the  two  nations  an  absolute  neutrality.  Such 
is  the  line  of  cnnducl  whieii  we  shai:  lolloi.',  and  I 
reiilnie  lo  say  thai  it  will  not  be  wiihout  advantage 
and  profit  to  France.  As  "e  acled  w!ih  re-peet  to 
the  United  States  in  Ihe  qnesiiun  of  Texas,  so  shuuld 
we  have  dune  wilh  respect  to  England,  if  she  wish- 
ed lo  lake  possession  uf  Ihal  country.  We  .v  ished 
lo  express  the  .'enlimenl  of  France  in  the  fiilure  po- 
licy it  the  world— and  we  have  acted  precisely  as 
General  Washington  determined  on  in  1711-1.  Tlo.l 
icreat  man  founded  the  policy  of  neutrality  for  Ihe 
United  States,  al  the  moment  when  France,  tu  h  horn 
the  Untied  States  owed  so  much,  was  incurring  such 
imminenl  dangers.  Washinglon  acled  wisely,  and 
he  has  given  us  an  admirable  example  to  f.dlow  — 
Washington  had  lo  defend  himself  against  a  strong 
popular  clamor,  which  urged  him  on  lo  engage  in  the 
struggle.  I  foresaw,  and  1  foresee  still,  Ihal  a  simi- 
lar movement  may  manifest  itself  in  France,  and  I 
I  bought  thai  il  was  both  piudent  a-'d  frank  lo  inti- 
mate thus  early  what  should  be  our  conduct  here- 
after. Such  VI  as  the  meaning  of  our  demonstration 
in  tlie  little  question  of  Texas.  We  had  no  desire  lo 
manifest  any  hostile  intentions  towards  the  United 
States— we  merely  wished  lo  anraunce  what  France 
would  du — namely  adopt  a  policy  ol  strict  neu- 
trality. It  is  hv  linerty  of  action  Ihal  France  will 
weigh  most  in  ihe  balance,  and  oblige  Itie  powers  lo 
think  Ihe  more  of  her.  Sich  was  the  object  of  our 
conduct  with  respect  lo  Texas,  and  we  shall  perse- 
vere in  the  line  of  conduct  that  we  have  traced  out  lo 
ourselves. 

J\l.  Billaut  replied  to  M.  Guizot.  He  said,  there 
was  a  great  question,  pending  belween  England  and 
America;  and  France,  from  remaining  neutral,  as 
was  alleged,  had  virtually  drawn  close  to  England 
and  gone  farther  from  America.  The  cabinet  might 
deny  this,  l.iut  in  London  Ihc  one  was  judged  other- 
wise, for  on  the  day  that  the  hon.  minister's  speech, 
delivered  in  the  other  chamber,  arrived  there,  the 
public  press  immediately  exclaimed,  "The  United 
Stales  w  ill  nol  dare  to  resist,  for  France  is  with  us!' 

.U.  Cuizol  icplicd,  in  a  brief  speech  of  thirty  .m- 
hUles: — "I  am  convinced,"  said  he,  "that  ncunality 
is  the  true  mleicstof  France;  and  when  1  recall  to 
mind  ihe  great  name  of  Washington,  1  remember 
that  he  was  American,  and  not  French.  Whatever 
gratitude  1  e  owed  lo  France,  he  was,  before  all, 
.Ivurkan;  and  carried  out  the  interests  of  his  coun- 
try, ill  preference  lo  following  the  suggestion  dic- 
tated by  his  gratitude,  great  and  just  though  it  was. 
Washington  maintained   neutrality,  in  his  chancier 

I  Americn,  because  it  was  for  the  inlctest  of  Aiiic- 
inu.  Convinced  that  ii  is  for  Ihe  Irue  inlerest  of 
France  lo  remain  nculral— and  a  Frenchman  before 
every  Ihing,  though  I  love  the  United  Slates— I  con- 
jure the  chamber  not  to  be  carried  away  by  a  wuid. 
a  speech,  or  a  slep,  which  will  enfeeble  and  change, 
in  advance,  Ihe  attitude  of  neutrality  which  I  would 
guard." 
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The  viite,  in  favnr  of  M  Uerrjer's  ameiiilmpnt, 
was  156;  auainsl  il,  234;  minislerial  maj.irily,  73  — 
Mr.  KiMi:  and  Lonl  Cuwiej  were  both  presenl  in  Ihe 
diTil^'iiialic  tribune. 

The  di^ro'sion  was  resumed  on  the  31st  of  Jan'ia- 
ry,  ulien  iVI.  Berrjer,  intr"di)ced  an  amendment  to 
the  address  to  he  presented  to  tlie  king— declanng 
that  "if  peace  should  be  disturbed  hy  the  conflict- 
ing claim'  of  two  great  nalions,  France  reserves 
for  lic-isi;lf  to  guard  against  any  violation  of  ihose 
principles  of  !  ubiic  lav  whieli  protect  upon  the 
seas  the  liberty  and  the   dignity    of  international  re- 

I'his  amendment  was  supported  by  a  lery  eloquent 
and  most  cUtciive  speech.  Having  revieived  the  facts 
illuslr^ilive  of  the  present  aspect  of  the  question  in 
dispute  between  the  American  Union  and  Gn  at  Bri 
tain,  >liowing  that  a  definite  settle  ..ent  of  it  in  some 
mode  or  other  must  soon  take  place,  Mr.  Berryer 
went  on  to  sa;: 

Thus  llie  question  is  no  longer,  and  can  no  longer 
be,  a  suspeniled  question.  It  must  inevilalily  find  an 
adju»lment;  and  as  the  minister  of  loreigii  atiairs 
has  well  as-ured  us,  that  question  contains  within 
ilself  lelaliKiis  of  ddBtulty  and  of  peiil,  in  whicli 
Franc:e  niay  be  summoned  to  assume  a  line  of 
policy  and  course  of  action.  That  line  of  policy 
J  propose  to  mark  out;  and  that  course  of  aciion 
1  have  just  submitted  to  the  chamber  in  my  amend- 
ment. 

To  ascertain  what  course  of  aciion  we  should 
adopt,  what  line  of  policy  we  should  follow,  the  min- 
ister of  fonigii  atiairs  has  surveyed  both  hemi-pheres 
from  an  elevated  point  of  view.  He  has  entered 
upon  Ihe  discussion  of  the  question  which  he  has 
pompously  slj  led  the  question  of  the  balance  of  pow- 
er ill  the  will  Id.  I 

Three  great  nations  have  presented  themselves  to  j 

his  view three  great   nations,  following  the  lead  of 

all  that  IS  great  in  civiliZ'Uioii,  and  of  all  thatyet  re- 
mains to  be  accomplished  in  gro-vlh  and  develop- 
ment, by  iiililligence,  by  industry,  by  great  mate- 
rial forces,  and  great  moral  iiilluences.  These  na- 
lions are  Ihe  United  Slates,  Russia,  and  England. — 
He  has  lold  you  he  has  uatched  with  deep  solici- 
tude the  iiiimen^e  development  of  the  United  Slates 
since  their  jet  recent  national  origin;  that  he  has 
watched  tin"  daily  growth  before  our  eyes  of  that 
youlhlul  nation  in  all  the  forms  of  pouer,  and  that 
this  solicitude  has  determined  the  course  which  he 
has  taken,  especially  in  the  atfair  of  Texas. 

It  is  true,  gentlemen,  there  are  four  great  nations 
in  the  world— /our,  and  no  one  of  them  must  be  lor 
one  moment  kit  out  of  the  list:  France- 

The  minister  of  fonign  affain.  1  have  not  omitted 
France. 

IVl.  Berryer.  France,  England,  Russia,  and  the 
Uni'.ed  States. 

These  great  nalions  by  their  possessions,  by  their 
intelligence,  by  their  immense  resources,  both  moral 
and  material— these  mighty  nations  now  till  the  scene 
of  the  world.  As  1  survey  them  altogether,  I  see 
three  of  them  so  situated  that  their  respective  posi- 
tions and  possessions  in  diH'erent  qujrters  ol  the 
globe,  the  nature  of  their  interests,  the  develop- 
ment of  their  internal  resources,  the  growth  of 
their  industry,  and  their  necessaay  commercial 
relations,  (ire;ent  as  between  Iheiii,  the  three,  no 
cause  of  coiilBiition,  no  rivalry  at  this  niomenl,  and, 
in  the  jiidginent  of  reasonaule  minds,  no  rivalry  lor 
the  tulure. 

The  lonrlh  of  these  nations,  on  the  contrary  has 
80  come  upon  the  scene,  and  by  her  power,  and  bj 
the  inislortuiieof  Ihe  others,  has  so  taken  her  pu-ilioii 
Ql  almost  evtry  point  of  the  globe,  Ihat  she  stJiids  in 
rivalry  everywhere  with  each  ol  the  three  olher 
great  powers,  every  vs  here  arresting  or  menacing  tne 
legitimate  development  of  those  three  great  nations 
in  moral  and  nialenal  force. 

Such,  us  seen  at  a  glance,  is  the  general  aspect  of 
the  civilized  world,  and  1  avow  that  Iii  this,  tne  real 
blale  of  things,  if  a  choice  were  yet  left  us — if  our 
own  preferences  could  determine  our  conduct,  tliey 
would  not  lead  us  to  seek  alliance,  union,  or  intiiiia- 
cy,  with  that  power  which  is  at  once  the  rival  and 
the  peril  of  all  those  in  whom  our  regards,  our 
desires,  and  our  alfeclions  are  ceiiteied. 

For  mvsell,  I  would  understand,  and  1  would  desire 
for  my  countiy  ,  a  situation  which  should  enable  it  to 
apply  Its  genius.  Its  intelligence,  its  energy  lo  a  com-  ! 
niunily  ol  aciioo  live  from  peril  and  not  likely  to  I 
embroil  it  wiUi  the  two  other  powers  of  which  I 
have  jnst  spoken. 

Bull  well  know  national  alliances  in  thi-  world, 
cannot  be  lorined  by  u  single  party.  Two  wills  at  ^ 
least  must  co  operate.  I'henlore,  without  plunging  j 
here  into  a  discussion  too  olteii  arising  npoii  the  es- 
pecial lueiils  of  llie  b^iiglish  alliance,  I  content  my- 
self  with  asking  the  caoinet  nheinur  lu  that  quarter 
where  It  hud  gouo    to  seek,  and    where  it   claims  to  | 


I  have  found  a  good  will  towards  us,  its  acts,  and  con 
duct,  and  policy,  have  been  such  as  to  preserve  the 
dignity  and  retain  unimpaired  all  the  political  inde- 
pendence of  France? — whether  it  has  reserved,  and 
j  whether  it  can  by  any  possibility  have  reserved  fur 
j  our  country  all  needful  liberty  of  action.'  The  ques- 
j  itoii  is  important  and  imposing  in  that  very  point  of 
I  view  in  which  llie  minister  of  foreign  affairs  him 
se'f  has  placed  it.  Before  and  around  i 
j  hidd  a  conflict  of  mighly  interests  and  claims  of  re 
[  lations  difficult  and  dangerous,  w  hich  de  nand  at  oui 
hands  a  settled  policy  and  a  well-defined  line  of  ac 
tion 


France  has  manifestly  no   interest   present  o>'  proxi 
male. 

But  the  cabinet  his  not  confined  ilself  lo  a  wisi 
nor  to  a  counsel;  and  whe  .  I  a'ked  whether  in  Ihi 
•system  of  subseri'iency  (condescendiincc)  to^vardi 
E'lglaod,  (1  do  not  wish  to  ii«e  a  stron:;er  word.)  thi 
nig.-.ily  of  France  luil  been  fully  prc-erved,  1  haij 
in  my  mind  what  has  orcnrred  in  the  affair  of  TeX' 
we  he-  !  an  annexaiion.  We  have  not  limited  ourselves  to  ! 
wish  and  to  a  counsel;  we  have  been  led  on  to  taitt 
a  part  in  that  wliich — (I  re.;iet  that  I  am  compel 
led  lo  u>e  this  expression)— in  that  which  has  beet 
nothing   more    or    le-s    than    an    inlri.!ue   which  uil' 


In  fact,  gentlemen,  can  we  believe  that  in  follow- j  fortunately  for  our  national   dignity,   has   borne  al 
ing  the  vagaries  of  the  cabinet  up  to  the  adoption  of,  the  marks  of  an  intrigue,  and  has  met  at  last  its  hu- 
our  policy  and   our    course — in    following  the  cabi-    mitiation. 
net    into   Ihe   engagements    which  up  to  the  present  j  ^_^,^ 
ti  je  it  has  assumed,  and  which  we  are  now  a'3out  to 
jndie — can  «e  believe  Ihat  we  are  now  entering  upu 


our  course  with  all  due  and  needful  freeilom  and  in- 
dependence.' 

[  riie  oiator  here  alluded  to  the  course  of  the  go- 
vernment in  the  atfaiis  of  Texas,  and  reviewed  Ihe 
reasons    urged    by    M.    Guizot  for  that  course.     He 


LETTERS    FROM    HON.    ABBOTT 
LAWRENCE. 


From  the  Kichmor>d  Whig. 

Baton,  January  Wit,  1846. 
Mt  Dear  Sm:    I  slated    in    my  Idler  of  the  7th 
howed  that  commercial    considerations   could  have  |  (|,a,  j  should  write  to  you  again,  upon  the  subject  o; 


had  no   force,  beca 


the 


vhole  trade    of   France  |  j|,g  gj^ij 


_  change  proposed    hy   the   president  of  th( 

wiih  Texas  did  not  exceed  tweiitj-five  thousand  dol-  '  United  Stales,  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasiirv,  ir 
lars  a  year;  and  as  lo  the  minister's  favorite  idea  of :  j,,,^  revenue  laws.  Il  is  no  oiher  than  the  adoptioi 
the  balance  of  power,  which  had  been  relerred  lo  by  I  ^f  ^j  valorem  for  specific  duties,  and  a  reduction  ol 
M.  Tbiers  and  M.  BiUaull  in  a  previous  part  of  the  |  it,^  ^^(„j|;,  t^,  gt)  per  cent  ;  this   being   the  maximuJt: 

ppo>es   If 


debate,  M.  Berryer,  said:] 

As  to   the  balance  of  power   in  America,  I  avow 
that  il  seems  as  incoiiipreheosihle  to  me  as  to  the 
two    or.itors  who    have    preceded    rae.       In    North 
America  there  are  two  great  nations  in  possession,    question-   but  sh, 
the  United  Slates  and    Kiigland.     Independently  of  |  ^^.j||    be'unon    t 
the  territory  now  in  dispute,  Ihe  E  ulish  possess  there  [  5f,„y|,|  (^^  adopled'bv" con 
a  teriitory  more   extensive  than  lliat  ol  the  United  ' 
Stales. 


al  which  the  secretary  supposes  the  largest  revenue 
can  be  obtained.  I  shall  not  now  discuss  the  rale" 
ol  duty  that  will  produce  the  greatest  a  nounl  of 
revenue.  1  will  leave  the  secretary  lo  settle  Iha 
but  shall  endeavor  to  show  what  the  eflecU 
pon  the  country,  if  his  recommendatioi 
I  deem  the  scheme 
proposed  lo  congrt-ss,  in  the  main,  a  ciiiTciicj/  ques- 
,  and  one  if  carried  out,  that  will  reach  in  its 
As  regards  territory,  then,  the  state  of  the  ba- j  operation  the  occupation  ami  business  of  every  ma 
lance  question  is  not  doubtful;  England  on  the  one  in  the  United  Stales.  1  believe  the  most  economical 
bide,  and  the  United  Slates  on  the  other,  are  Ihe  I  member  of  congress  will  agree  that  Ihirty  millions 
two  great  possessors  of  the  territory  of  North  Ame-  of  dollars  will  be  required,  annually,  to  carry  on  thii 
rica.  I  governmeni,  for  the  next  five  years,  and  that  this  es- 

What,  Ihen.  is  the  American  balance  of  power? —  ^  lunate  does  not  include  lar.ie  sums  that  may  be  want 
Did  you  fear  that  the  annexation  of  Texai  would  ;  ed  lo  settle  our  alfairs  with  Mexico,  Texas,  (tc.&e., 
increase  the  power  of  the  Uuiled  States,  to  the  pre- 1  and  that  this  sum  is  lo  be  raised  from  foreign  impor- 
judice  of  England?  If  so,  tlien  il  was  evidently  no  |  lations  and  the  public  lands.  The  goods,  subject  to 
FrencU  interest  which  you  were  guarding  by  your  in-  duly,  imported  last  year,  amounted  in  roun.l  num- 
terposition;  and  1  cannot  comprehend  the  motive  bers,  to  ninety  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  goods  free 
which  the  minister  alleges.  He  will  permit  me  lu  |  of  duly  lo  about  25  millions.  I  havt^  not  Ihe  returns 
tell  fiim  that  on  this  point  of  the  American  ba  [  at  hand  and  may  not  be  exactly  correct  as  to  amounts; 
lance  of  power,  there  is,  in  my  judgment  a  broad  :  but  they  are  near  enough  to  illusinte  my  arguments; 
contiadiclion  and  a  strange  noii  srijuihir  in  his  Ian- |  the  former  paid  an  average  duty  ol  about  32  per 
guage.  [  cent.,  creating  a  revenue  s.iy  of  23  millions.     If  the 

It  IS  denied  that  the  considerations  prompting  the  i  revenue  derived  from  an  importation  of  91)  millons 
Texan  policy  of  Ihe  governmeni  were  commercial  j  gave  23  millions  of  dollars,  what  amount  must  be 
interests;  that  the  safety  of  Mexico  and  the  Ameri-  [  imported  lo  produce  the  same  sum  at  2t)  per  cent, 
can  balance  of  power  were    the   reasons  which  led  j  ad  valoreii  " 

Ihe  French  cabinet  to  adopt  the  course  It  has  chosen,  j      The  answer  is  140  millions;  add    lo  this   the   free 

millioiM,  and    wc  have  an    impor- 

llons  of  dollars.     Our  exports  have 

not  exceeded,  nor  are  they    likely   at    presenl  lo  in- 


■■I'here  is  but  one  real  reason  for  iliis  course,"  said  i  gg^jj  abou'  25 
M.  Berr}  er,  "and  it  is  a  reason  full  of  danger  lo  us  at  j  ia(|o„'of  165  mi 
this  moment,  when  it  behooves  us  to  deliberate  free- 
ly and  lo  assure  our  complete  independence.  One 
reason  has  fixed  the  deteruimation  of  the  French  ca- 
binet, and  il  is  complaisance,  subserviency.  (Conde- 
seendance.)     There  is  no  olher  reason." 

M.  Berryer  then  went  on  lo  sho.v  that  the  idea  of 
the  annexation  of  Texas  lo  the  Uniled  Slates  was 
familiar  to  the  French  cabinet  long  before  the  latter 
united  Willi  England  in  her  elForts  lo  prevent  il.  He 
proves  by  facts  and  documents  that  it  was  only  at  the 
instance  of  England  and  in  subservience  to  her,  that 
the  French  government  interposed  to  mainlain  the 
separate  independence  of  Texas.  All  other  expla- 
nations offered  by  the  minister  of  foreign  afi'airs  are 
inconsistenl — "all  the  reasons,"  adds  .W.  Berryer, 
"Ihe  more  and  the  less  pompous  —  which  fie  tias 
brought  before  the  chamber  with  such  high  ability, 
are  ticlilious  reasons.  They  have  been  wiihoul  in- 
fluence, as  they  are  without  reality."  We  quote  M. 
Berrver's  concluding  words  on  ibis  poiiil — words 
which  must  liave  stung  to  the  quick  the  sensitive  pride 
of  the  minisler: 

"If  now  it  were  true  to  say  that,  alter  all,  gi anting 
France  to  have  exhibited  a  subserviency,  [conJescen 
dance]  to  England,  ficr  part  has  yet  been  very  slight, 
and  limited  lu  a  small  mailer.  Il  it  were  true  lo 
say,  as  the  minister  has  said,  that  the  action  ol 
France  has  been  confined  lo  three  points — lo  the  de 
sire  that  Texas  should  nut  be  annexed;  lo  advice 
given  lo  Texas  that  sliu  should  preserve  her  indc 
pendence;  and  to  counsel  given  lo  Mexico,  Ihat  she 
should  recognise  the  independence  ol  Texas— if  this 
were  all  true — lliough  such  a  counsel  lo  Mexico 
would  have  been  no  more  than  an  act  of  compl.ii 
saiieo  towards  Englaii.l,  still  1  should  llieii  see  no 
sciious  inconvenience  iii  sucfi  a  course,  although  I 
am  nut  pleased  lu  observe  the  Frencli  cabinel  inter 
fering  In  the  name  uf  France  lu  aU'airs  as  to  which 


bove  120  millions;  we  liien  have  a  deficit 
ol  45  millions  to  provide  for;  and  how  is  this  ba- 
lance to  be  paid?  State  stocks  are  no  longer  cur- 
rent in  Europe.  Even  stocks  of  the  United  States 
cannot  be  negotiated  on  favorable  terms. 

We,  who  are  merchants,  can  answer  this  ques- 
lion,  having  often  been  obliged  lo  make  our  remit- 
tances in  com,  when  our  imports  have  exceeded  our 
exports. 

If  we  are  obliged  to  import  140  millions  of  goods 
subject  lo  duty,  lo  meet  the  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment it  is  quite  certain  that  the  coin  must  be  ex- 
ported to  meet  the  deficiency.  If  the  importations 
fall  short  of  14,1  millions,  we  then  liave  an  empty 
treasury.  In  one  case,  llie  country  will  be  made 
bankrupt  lo  fill  the  treasury,  and  in  the  other,  the 
treasury  will  be  bankrupt,  and  resort  lo  congress  for 
treasury  notes  and  loans.  Il  may  be  said  that  our 
exports  will  increase  with  our  imports;  this  suppo- 
sition 1  think  fallacious.  The  policy  of  Ureal  Bri- 
tain, and  that  of  all  Europe,  has  been,  and  is  likely 
to  continue,  lo  prolect  every  thing  produced  eilhi 
at  home  or  in  their  colonics.  In  Great  Britain,  Ihe 
article  of  cotton  is  now  admitted  Iree,  the  duty  hav 
ing  been  repealed  Ihe  very  last  year.  This  wa 
owing  to  the  repeated  representations  t)f  Ihe  IVlan- 
chesler  spinners  to  parliauieiil,  as  lo  the  necessity 
of  such  a  measure  in  coiiseipience  of'  ihc  competi- 
tion from  loreign  countries  m  ine  coarse  fabrics 
manufactured  from  cotton  produced  in  and  shipped 
from  Itie  United  Stales.  The  argumi  nt  preseiilcd 
in  the  house  of  commons  was,  that  the  Americ 
had  taken  possession  of  every  market  where  they 
were  admitted  the  same  terms,  with  their  coarse 
goods.  'This  IS  a  true  reprcsenlalioii,  and  1  appre- 
hend tlie  repeal  of  the  duly  on  cotton  will  not  enable 
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e  British  maiiufactuier  to  Dgain  obtain  possession 
those  inark<:ls,  for  the  heavy  ileseriptioiis  of  cot- 
n  fabrics. 

What  other  article  of  importance  does  the  movem- 
ent of  Gr'-at  Britain  admit  free  of  diilj?  1  know 
none,  ^^otton  is  admitted  free  of  duty  from  ne- 
ssily.  Ho.v  is  It  with  lobac.c  j?  A  duly  is  pail 
1200  per  cent.  Wheal  is  prohibited  by  the  "slid- 
5  scale," — and  in  case  tl  a  total  repeal  of  the  corn 
ws,  very  little  wheat  would  be  shipped  from  this 
unlry,  ina-imiich  as  it  can  be  laid  down,  in  ordiua- 
years  of  harvest,  much  cheaper  from  the  Baltic, 
lef  and  pork  are  burdened  with  a  heavy  duty. — 
le  duty  and  charges  on  a  barrel  of  .\merican  pork 
id  down  in  Liver;'ool,  with  the  commission  for 
les,  amount  to  go  75,  so  that  the  quantity  of  this 
licie  shipped  to  England  must  be  inconsiderable, 
iless  the  prices  here  should  be  so  low  as  to  be  riiin- 
s  to  the  farmer.  1  cannot  tind  In  the  calalosue  of  our 
•ictly  agricultural  products,  a  sini;le  article  that  is 
t  burdened  with  high  duty  in  Eiii^lund,  or  othei 
rts  of  Europe,  if  it  comes  in  competition  with  their 
in  products;  nor  can  i  discover  that  there  is  adis- 
sition  on  the  part  of  a  sin.;le  Eiropjan  nation  to 
las  their  stringent  system  of  duties  on  imports 
jni  this  country.  It  is  possible  that  Great  Britain 
jy  abate  her  corn  laws,  so  far  as  to  admit  Indian 
ni  at  nominal  duty.  If  it  should  be  done,  I  have 
lie  laiili  on  our  bein^  able  to  ship  it  to  advantage, 
llateihe  fact,  then,  that  exports  will  not  increase 
coiiSL-qienee  of  a  reduclion,  or  even  a  tot.il  re- 
lal  of  tiie  present  tarifl'.  The  duly  in  Great  B'i 
411,  on  all  the  products  of  the  United  Slates,  re 
ived  in  that  knigdom,  including  cotton,  is  not  less 
an  -18  per  cent,  and  exclii-ive  of  cotton,  300  per 
int.;  and  this  loo,  on  raw  produce  generally, 
lere  tlie  charge  of  freight  constitutes  Iroin  uiie- 
iilh  to  one  quarter  ol  the  cost   here  and  this  is  fiee 

1  hope  you,  of  Virginia,  will  examine  this  matter, 
'*  ask  )tiur.-elve-  where  the  best  customers  are   to 

ouiid  lor  \our  agriciiltnial  products.  I  wilt  just 
lie  to   you    here,    thai    Mjssacl;u~elts    takes  more 

T,  Indian  corn,  poik,  and  n.aiiy  nllicr  arlicles,  an 

III,  Itie  pr.iiluclions,  of  the  west,  as  well  as  of 
rginia,  than  alt  Europe. 

The  question  Ihen  arises,  what  will  be  our  cnndi- 
fler  the  proposed  plan  of  low  duties  goes  into 
eration?  In  2J  days  afler  the  hill  becomes  a  law, 
will  ha»e  reached  every  coiinlry  in  Europe  Willi 
lich  we  have  trade:  the    niaiuifaclories  are  all  set 

action  fur  the  supply    of  the    American    market; 

niei'clianuize  is  shipped  on  account  of  foreigners, 

1  any  cases  with  double  invoices,  one  set  for  the 
sloiii  house,  and  another  for  Ihe  aales,  so  lliat  in- 
sad  of  ihe  duty  amounting  to  20  per  cent.,  it  will 
1,  probably,  exceed  15    per    cent.     Tins  has  been 

expel  iince  of  the  American  importers  in  New 
-k,  who,  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  tariti'  of 
«,  hdd    (most    of  Ihem)  aban.loned    the  business  I 

I  being  aUle  to  compete   succtssfully  with  fraudu-  i 

II  foreigners.  1  will  not  say  that  all  lorei^ners  | 
minit  liaud^  on  ihc  revenue;  far  from  il;  but  1  do  \ 
f  that  enormous  frau  Is  have  been  perpetrated  by  j 
reigners,  on  the  revenue,  under  ad  valorem  duties,  j 
d  «ill  be  again — proslraling  the    business  ot  hon-  j 

foreign  and  American    impoiters.     In    less   than  ^ 
elve  moiitiis  afier  the  new  plan  shall  have  been  iii  ; 
on,  iliis  whole  country    will    be  literally  sur- , 
niih  loreign  merchandize;  (if  il  be  not  so,  the  j 
jenue  will  lall  short  of  the    wants  of  the  goverii- 
inl;)   »e  shall  then  owe  a  debt  abroad  of    millions, 
dollars,  winch  must    be    paid    in   coin.     The  ex-  j 
anges  go  up  to  a  pmut  that   makes  il  profilable   lo 
ecu-;  money  becomes  scarce    in    Ihe  Atlantic 
ies;  yet  uills  on  England  an.l  France   do    not  fall; 
Sloans  made  lo  the  south  and  west   are  called    in: 
Daiids  for  deols  due  from  tho>e    sections  of  coun- 
,  are  made;  exchanges  cannot  be  oblanied, — pro-  I 
;e  is  purchjsed  and    shipped;  and  v\  hen  it  arrives 
the  norih,  il  will  not  command  the  cost  in  the  west: 
paraljsis    will    have   struck    the    business   of  the 
intr):  produce  will  no  longer  answer  to  pay  debts 
i  at  the  north,  and    Ihe    nexl    resort    is    to   coin, 
ich  is  to  be  collected  and  sent   down    the   Missis- 
pi,  or  over  the  mounlains   to  B  illiinore,  Pliiladel- 
>,  New  York,  and  Boston.      Western    and  south- 
.  credits  are  cut  off,    as  Ihe    people    of  those  see- 
as  can    no    longer   promptly    meet  their  engage- 
ols. 

The  new  stales  and  the  outer  circle  of  the  re- 
Jlic  are  the  weak  points;  a  id  the  first  giving  way 
the  banks  is  heard  from  those  points,  where  Ihere 
he  least  amount  of  capital.  We  see  the  storm 
>roaching  like  a  thunder  shower  in  a  summer's 
;  we  \vaich  its  progress,  but  cannot  escape  its 
.  It  at  last  reaches  the  gieat  marls  of  trade  and 
esichan;es,  having  swept  away  every  thing  in 
course;  and  the  banks  of  the  Atlantic  cities,  after 
lolent  eliorl  to  maintain   their   credit  and  honor, 


are  forced  to  yield  to  this  Utopian  experiment  on  I 
the  currency.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  slating  thit 
all  this  will  lake  place  within  the  space  of  einhtecn 
months  from  the  time  this  experimental  hill  goes 
into  operalion;  anil  not  a  specie  payini  b  ink  d.ilng 
bu  iness  will  be  found  in  Ihe  United  Slates.  Wliei-e 
will  he  Ihe  revenue  which  was  lo  proiliicc  such  a  ! 
mighty  sum  under  low  diilies?  Where  is  the  Irea  ; 
sury  and  Ihe  secretary.'  and  the  president  a;id  his 
cahiiiei?  The  treasury  is  empty;  Ihe  secretary  i- 
making  his  estimates  of  income  for  184.S.  and  pre- 
paring to  ask  cmigress  for  a  l.irge  balcli  of  Ireasury 
notes;  or  perhaps  the  deficit  is  so  large  t'rit  a  loan 
may  be  required.  We  have  now  come  to  a  point  of 
depression  in  Ihe  great  business  of  the  country, 
which  has  attracted  Ihe  attention  and  anxiety  of  all 
classes  of  people,  all  having  felt  its  blight  excepting 
the  great  capilalisls  and  money  holders,  who  are 
reaping  golden  harvests  by  the  purchase  of  prop.-rtv, 
whiih  the  wants  of  the  unfortunate  throw  into  tlie 
market  at  ruinous  rates.  It  is  now  seen  anil  fell 
from  the  low  wages  of  labor,  and  the  great  number 
of  persons  unemployed,  wilh  the  cries  of  distre.s 
from  all  quarters,  that  it  is  Ihe  labor  and  not  the 
capital  of  the  country  that  suH'.;rs  by  vi^dent  revul- 
sions caused  by  unwise  legisl.iii  .n.  Have  Ihe  pco 
pie  of  Ihe  south  and  we>t  forgotten  their  troubles  of 
1837  lo  1842.  lo  the  hour  of  the  passage  of  thalla-v, 
which  has  redeemed  the  credit  of  the  povcrnnienl! 
and  restored  prosperity  lo  the  counlr\.-  I  have  inti- 
mated that  theie  is  less  capital  in  the  new  sla;es 
than  in  many  of  the  old  ones:  it  will  not  be  <leni' d 
that  the  iiionied  capilal  of  this  couniry  is  held  in  III.' 
norlhern  and  easiern  stales,  and  that  the  south  and 
west  are  usually  largely  indebied  to  them  Now,  I 
should  be  glad  to  be  informed  what  beni-fil  is  lo  be 
derived  by  a  planler  in  Alabjm.i  or  Missis. ippi,  or 
a  farmer  in  Ohio  or  lllinoi..,  by  a  chang-i,  like  tli  ■< 
I  have  des.Tiheil,  parlhularly,  if  by  chance  he  should 
be  in  debt.'  Do  the  people  of  the  soulh  believe  tliey 
can  raise  the  price  of  colton  or  be  able  to  negoliate 
loans,  lo  prosecule  the  conslruclion  of  their  con- 
templated r.iilroad.'  Di  Ohio,  Louisiana,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  believe  they  are  to  create  a  better  market 
for  Iheir  produce,  or  sooner  complete  the  harbors, 
so  much  desirt-d  on  those  ''Inland  Seas,"  and  be  able 
to  legotiale  loans,  and  obt.iin  subscribers  to  ihe 
slock  of  their  intended  railroads,  by  Ihe  adoption  ol 
Ihis  new  sysle.n  of  poliiical  eeononiy.'  And  now 
what  say  Ihe  greal  shdes  of  xNew  Y.rk  .ind  P.-nnsyl- 
vania  lo  proposed  experimeni?  Cm  they  ..ff  ird  l.i 
try  il,  and  are  they  ruad).'  If  they  are  not,  the  pre 
sent  law  will  slainl,  and'lhe  counlry  will  repose  for 
awhile  in  happiness  and  pro-penly.  Any  one  would 
suppose,  that  those  slates,  that  are  no  x  just  enierg- 
nig  from  eiubai  rassinent,  whiuh  at  one  lime  seemed 
almost  suflieienl  lo  overwhelm  Ihem  in  ruin,  would 
be  unwiiiing  lo  try  an  experiment  which  is  cenain 
in  my  judgment  lo  place  ihem  in  a  position  that  will 
be  the  means  of  dtslroying  ihe  fair  prospects  ol 
thousands  who  are  resung  in  quiet  security  upon  ihe 
failh  of  Hhat  they  deem  a  paternal  and  wise  go- 
vernment. The  question  of  an  important  alterallMii 
in  our  revenue  lavvs  should  iiol  be  kept  in  suspense, 
riie  ireasury  will  feel  its  etftcls  befo.e  the  end  ol 
the  present  year.  The  cxpectaiion  of  a  great  re- 
du.stion  of  duties  prevents  the  merchants  from  going 
on  wilh  their  usual  business.  Voyages  are  delajed, 
and  orders  for  good.s  are  held  back,  until  thi,  impn- 
laiit  question  shall  he  sellled.  1  say,  therefore,  if 
we  are  to  go  through  this  fiery  ordeal,  lei  it  conieai 
once — ne  cannot  probably  place  ourselves  in  a  b.-tlei 
coiidilion  than  we  are  now,  to  meet  the  troubles  that 
a  IV  a  It  us. 

Mr.  Walker  proposes  to  subslitute  ad  valorem  for 
specific  duties,  in  opposition  to  our  own  experience; 
and  that  of  almost  any  other  counlry.  1  have  never 
yet  found  an  American  merchant  who  has  not  been 
in  favor  of  specific  duties  wherever  it  ca.i  be  done 
with  cmvenience  to  the  importer  and  the  govern- 
ment. 1  confess  It  is  a  bold  measure  lo  propose  a 
total  and  entire  change  of  a  revenue  system,  which 
was  establi-hed  with  the  government,  and  has  stood 
ihe  lest  of  experience  through  all  the  trijis  of  pidi- 
tical  parties  and  administrations,  from  General 
Washington  to  Mr.  Polk.  It  appears  more  exlraor- 
dinary  at  this  time,  as  the  country  is  in  a  high  slate 
of  prosperity.  The  revenue  is  enough  fur  all  the 
reasonable  wants  of  the  guvernment,  and  the  peo 
pie  appear  to  be  satisfied  with  iheir  conditicm.  The 
resources  of  tlie  country  were  never  developing 
more  rapidly;  the  increase  of  our  population,  the 
present  year,  will  probaUly  eq  lal  that  of  the  last, 
which  1  estimate  at  liOO.OOO  souls;  our  weallh  too 
has  been  wondeifully  augmented  by  the  construe 
lion  of  railroads;  there  has  been  a  greal  increase  oi 
our  shipping  engaged  in  the  domestic  com.neice  ol 
Ihe  counlry,  not  only  by  sea,  but  i.pun  our  rivers,  anl 
great  lakes;  Ihe  manufacluring  interest  has  been 
eiiiended;  and   the  soil,  loo,  has  been   made  lo  pro- 


duce vastly  more  than  at  any  former  period.  The 
whole  productive  power  of  the  counlry  has  been 
giealer  in  three  years  (tint  i«  since  Ihe  passage  of 
the  lariir  of  1842)  than  during  any  equal  space  of 
lime  in  our  nalural  history.  There  have  been  three 
periods  of  universal  distress  throughout  uiir  land 
since  Ihe  peace  ..f  1783.  and  in  each  case  under 
low  duties.  I  appeal  to  those  who  remember  lliose 
periods;  and  lo  others,  I  refer  lo  Ihe  annals  of  our 
counlry.  Those  periods  weie  from  17.-^3  (Ihe  conclu- 

^i.T,''.''",o,o"''"''""^''y  "'^')  '"  '"='3.  Idl5  to  1824. 
Ic27,  lo  lo4.i. 

1  would  respectfully  recommend  to  Ihe  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  who  appears  lo  have  received 
new  light  upon  the  subject  of  our  national  eronemv 
to  examine  Ihe  history  of  Ihe  legislation  of  congress 
at  Ihe  above  periods.  He  will  find  in  his  own  de- 
[.artmrnl  of  Ihe  guvernment,  an  abundance  of  evi- 
dence of  Ihe  diiircss  Ihat  existed  under  low  dulics 
and  a  deranged  currency.  ' 

There  is  a  prevalent  idea  abroad  thai  ihe  cipital 
of  the  counlry  will  suHer  exceedingly  bv  a  revulsion 
in  Its  business,  and  ihat  the  larilfof  1842  has  opera- 
ted in  favor  of  Ihe  capilal,  and  not  ihe  labor  of  the 
counlry.  There  can  be  no  doubt  Ihal  caoiial  is  ge- 
nerally profiiahl)  and  safely  empl,)ye.|,  and  well 
paid.  The  profils  of  capilal  aic  love',  u  he,  wa-es 
aie  low;  but  capilal  has  usually  lind  Ihe  power' lo 
lake  care  of  itself,  and  does  not  reqiiire  the  aid  of 
congress  to  place  it  in  any  other  pu.siii.,n.  than  lo 
put  the  hihor  in  .notion.  Congress  Miould  legislate 
for  the  labor,  and  the  eapHal  w,||  „kecave  of  iiself. 

will  give  you  an  example  of  Ihe  r.jic  of  wa^e,  un- 
der l,)W  diiiies,  and  under  the  larilF  of  ISl"'  In 
1841  and  1842,  Ihe  depressimi  of  all  kind  ol  bn'-iness 
neeame  so  oppressive  that  many  of  Ihe  manuiaeuir- 
ing  esiahli.hmenls  in  New  England  were  closed,  the 
opiu-atives  dismissed  the  methanhal  trades  were 
siill,  and  every  resource  for  the  laboring  man  seemed 
dried  up. 

In  Ihe  city  of  Lowell,  where  there  are  more  than 
Ihirly  large  coUon  mills,  from  six  to  sixteen  thou- 
sand  spindles  each,  it  was  gravely  cmisidered  by  the 
proprietors  whelher  the  mills  should  be  slopped.  It 
was  concluded  to  reduce  Ihe  wages:  Ibis  was  done 
several  times  until  Ihe  reduclion  brought  down  Ihe 
wages  from  about  §2  to  §1  50  per  week,  exilusive 
of  board;  Ihis  operation  look  place  upon  between 
7  asid  8  000  females;  ihe  mill-  ran  on;  no  sales  were 
made  id'  the  guods;  the  south  and  west  b,.d  neilher 
money  nor  credil,  and  finally,  it  was  .lelcrinined  to 
hold  out  till  coiuress  should  act  upon  llie  lariH  — 
I'he  hiU  p.issed,  and  of  course  the  nulls  were  kept 
running,  which  would  not  have  been  the  ca-e  if  ihe 
act  had  luen  n-jeeted;  a  d  now  the  average  wages 
paid  at  Lowell— taking  the  same  numb.-r  of  femjies 
lur  the  same  service— is  $2  per  week,  exclusive  of 
hoard.  \et  Mr.  Walker  sa»s  ihat  labor  has  fallen. 
Where  are  the  wages  for  labor,  I  ask,  lower  than 
Ihey  were  in  1842.'  Who  is  t,,  he  hem-fitted  by  the 
aduption  of  a  system  thai  gives  up  everything,  and 
gives  no  reasonable  proir  ise  of  any  thing? 

I  have  succeeded,  I  trust,  in  showing  that  Ihcre  is 
no  probabilily  of  our  exports  inereasmg,  m  conse- 
quence of  a  rjduclion  of  the  taritf,  and  ihjt  ihe  pro- 
.luels  of  Ihe  western  slates  find  Ihe  best  markets 
among  Ihe  manufaclnrers  al  home.  In  regard  to  Ihe 
so. ilhein  and  cotton  growing  stales.  Ihey  iire  lo  be 
greallv  benefitted  by  the  increase  of  coiisumpiion  of 
iheir  staples  al  home.  No  appreciable  qiianlily  can 
be  shipped  to  England,  if  the  lariirshoul.l  he  repeal- 
ed. It  being  already  fr^e  ol  duly.  The  c-Iablish- 
meiit  and  successful  proseciilion  of  spinning  of  cot- 
ton 111  this  country,  has  enabled  Ihe  planters  to  ob- 
tain, lor  several  years  past  at  least,  an  addilional 
cent  per  pound  on  the  whole  crop,  and  perhaps  even 
more.  ■|'he  A.m  ricans  are  the  greatest  spinners  m 
the  world,  the  Bntisii  excepted.  This  coiiipetilion 
has  kepi  tlie  price  from  falling  at  a  ruinous  point  on 
several  occasions,  and  il  has  been  acknowledged  by 
many  of  the  most  intelligent  planters  in  the'soulh. 
Our  consumption  re.-iched,  the  last  year,  one  hun- 
dred an.l  seventy-six  millions  of  pounds,  which  is 
equal  to  the  whole  crop  of  the  Uuion  in  1825,  and 
eq.ial  to  the  whole  consumplion  of  Great  liriiain  in 
I82C.  This  is  a  sinking  fad,  and  one  which  should 
be  lei.e.nbered  by  the  plmters.  The  history  of  the 
production  and  manufaelure  of  cotlon  is  so  exlraor- 
.linary,  that  1  propose  to  send  to  you  some  statistics 
on  the  suhj.scl,  furnished  me  by  a  fri.-nd.  1  hope 
yoi  will  not  deem  me  over  sanguine,  wl  en  I  lell 
you  Ihat  it  is  my  belief  that  the  consumplion  of 
cut.. II  III  this  country  will  double  in  eight  or  nine 
years,  and  that  il  will  reach  4U0  millions  of  pounds 
in  18.)C|  and  lurlher,  that  we  are  not  only  Ueslined 
lo  be  li.e  greatest  cotlon  gro.ieis,  but  llic'  most  ex- 
lensive  colton  spinners  in  ihe  world.  We  luve  all 
the  elemenls  among  ourselves  lo  make  us  so.  The 
manufacture  of  cotlon  is  probably  in  its  infancv; 
but  a  moderate  portion    of  mankind    have    ye:  bee'n 
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clolhed  with  this  h.althful  and  che  ip  article.  No- 
thing can  stop  the  progress  of  this  manufacture  bui 
some  suicidal  legislation,  that  will  prostrale  the 
currency  of  the  rounlry,  and  dppnve  the  people  ol 
the  meonsof  cnnsumini;.  There  can  he  no  legisla- 
tion lliat  will  break  down  the  manufarlure  of  cotton 
and  wool,  exceplin?  through  the  operations  of  the 
currency.  We  may  be  disturbed  by  lo  v  duties;  Hie 
finer  description  of  cotton  and  woollens,  printed 
goods,  and  worsted  fabrics,  would  be  seriously  af- 
fected by  low  ad  valorem  duties,  but  the  coarser 
fabrics,  such  as  are  generally  consumed  bylheijreal 
body  of  the  people,  will  be  made  here  under  any 
and  all  circumstances.  If  we  have  competition  from 
abroad,  the  labor  must,  and  will  come  down;  this 
has  been  often  tested,  and  our  experience  establishes 
the  fact. 

In  Virginia  and  other  southern  slates,  and  even  at 
the  west,  many  persons  hove  believed  that  the  pro 
leclive  system  was  made  by,  and  for,  New  EnglatiJ, 
ana  that  Ne-v  Eni^lond,  and  parlicula'-ly  Massachu- 
Sults.  could  not  thrive  without  It  Now  this  is  an 
erroi:  ihe,  south  ar.d  west  he|;an  the  system  of  hi,j|i 
piot<!ctive  duties,  for  Ihc  purpose  of  creating  a  mar 
ket  fur  their  oroiluce,  (alihou^li  the  principle  of  dis- 
criniinalion  'js  recognised  and  established  i>  hen  the 
tirst  tanlf  was  enaeled.)  It  is  .lol  true,  that  we  are 
more  dependent  on  .1  proleclive  tariff,  than  the  mid- 
dle, v.es'.err,,  or  southern  states.  Those  stales  that 
possess  Ihe  smallest  amount  of  capital,  are  the 
nio.sl  benefiUed  by  a  proteclivo  tariB'.  We  have  in 
New  E.iilaud.  a  great  productive  power  in  .Vlassa- 
chusetts  far  grea'er  than  any  other  slate,  :n  propor- 
li.m  10  population.  We  have  a  haply,  industrious, 
ar.d  highly  intelligent  population,  wiih  a  (lersever- 
ancc  tliat'seldoni  lirts,  and  we  have  also  acquired  a 
considerable  amount  ol  sliill,  which  is  increasing 
every  day ;  besides  w  e  have  already  accomplished  a 
maijniliecut  system  of  intercommunication  between 
all  pails  of  this  section  of  the  counlry  by  railroads; 
this  is  the  best  kind  of  produclive  po.ver,  having  re- 
duced the  rale  ol  carriage  to  a  wonderful  extent; 
this  being  done  we  have  money  enough  remaining, 
to  keep  all  our  labor  employed,  and  prosecute  our 
foreign  and  domestic  co...nierce,  without  being  in 
dent  bey  Olid  the  limits  of  our  own  slate. 

Now  1  ask,  how  vie  shall  stand,  compared  with 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Alabama,  Georgia,  or  Louisia- 
na, when  the  day  of  financial  trial  shall  come.  I  do 
not  deny  we  shall  suffer,  hut  as  it  has  been  in  limes 
past,  we  shall  go  into,  ana  come  out  of  the  (roubles 
far  stronger  than  any  oti.er  state  out  of  New  Eng- 
land. It  is  not  my  purpose  to  present  to  you,  the 
balance  sheet  of  Massachusetts,  but  it  is  due  to  her 
character,  and  her  dignity,  that  she  should  stand  be- 
fore you  in  her  true  position.  I  have  never  advocat- 
ed a  protective  tariff  lor  my  own  or  the  New  Eiig 
land  states  exclusively,  nor  have  those  gentlemen 
wi-h  whom  1    have  been  associated  in  this  cau 


injure  our  navigation,  and  drive  us  from  our  accus- 
tomed employments  into  a  business  we  did  not  iin 
derstand.  We  cauie  into  it,  however,  reluctantly, 
and  soon  learned  Ihat  with  the  transfer  of  our  capi- 
tal we  acquired  skill  ami  knowledib  in  Ihe  use  ol  it, 
and  that  so  far  from  our  foreign  commerce  being  di 
minislied  it  was  increased,  and  that  our  domestic 
tonnage  and  commerce  were  very  soon  more  ttian 
qiiad.ipled.  Toe  illustrations  were  striking  in  eve- 
ry deparlment  of  labor,  and  those  who  tifleen  years 
aijo  were  the  strongest  oiiponenls  among  us,  have 
given  up  their  theories,  and  acknowledged  that  the 
i-cvelations  are  such  as  to  satisfy  the  most  skeptical. 
We  have  gone  forward  steadily,  till  many  descrip- 
tions of  manufactures  are  as  well  settled  in  Ne.v 
England  as  the  "-aismg  of  potatoes  Our  experience 
ha^  given  us  skill,  and  of  course  we  have  co.nfidence 
in  our  own  resources,  that  does  not  exist  elsewhere. 
When  1   converse  with  gentlemen  from  the  south 


admitted  into  our  ports  on  the  same  lerms  as 
own;  they  come  freighted  with  her  minerals  and 
manufactures,  which  are  sold  here,  and  lake  in  re. 
turn  a  variety  o''  articles,  the  produce  of  the  United' 
Stales,  such  as  limber,  lumber,  fi*h,  &c.,  touch  a 
New  Brunswirk  or  some  other  colony,  and  go  horn 
free  of  duty.  We  have,  too,  triangular  voyages  mad 
from  England  to  Ja.oaica,  and  otner  Brilish  islands 
with  cargoe-,  and  thence  to  the  southern  states 
where  they  load  wilh  cotton,  louaceo,  and  other  pro. 
duce  fer  England;  Ibis  to.i,  is  called  free  trade 
will  not  pursue  this  branch  of  the  subject,  but  = 
you  a  fact.  Not  long  since,  the  foreign  carryini 
trade  was  nearly  all  in  our  own  hands;  now  the  re 
ciprocily  system,  not  includi.15  the  colonies  of  foreign 
nations,  gives  to  foreigners  more  than  one-third  of  a 
the  carrying  trade  of  the  United  States!!  1  canno 
believe  the  time  is  far  distant  when  the  government  0 
the  United  Slates  will  protect,  as  it  ought,  the  fo 
reign  navigating  interests  of  Ihis    great  counlry 

ould  have  .\merican    seamen  to  man  our  navy 


and  wesi  respecting   the   establishment  of  manufai 

lures — th.-y  reoly  ihal  ihey  should  long  ago  have  en  ^  ,    j   ■      , 

■a'ed  in  it,  but  the  repeal  of  the  tanff-the  action  the  mercantile  marine  must  be  pMlecled  in  Ihe  ear 
of""the  government,  prevenled  them  Now  you  can-  rying  of  our  own  productions.  One  ruore  fad  an. 
noi  blame  us,  if  this  constant  agitation  of  the  tariff  1  will  close  these  long,  and  I  fear  you  will  think  de 
ha?  tended  to  give  New  England,  not  a  monopoly,  but  |  sultory  remarks.  Some  years 
advantages  vvbicn  she  has  not  been  inslrumenlal 
bringing  about.    1  have  no  doubt  we  have  been  ga 


rs  on  the  whole,  by  the  agitations,  yet  we  have  at 
limes  been  great  sufferers.  1  wish  those  slates  that 
have  withheld  their  energies  from  entering  upon 
these  industrial  pursuits,  to  examine  Ihis  matter — 
and  if  1  am  right,  to  take  ml  obse:valioyi  niulnevi  de- 
parture. We  have  no  jealousy  whatever  concerning 
the  eslablishment  of  manufactures  in  all  parts  of  Ihe 
counlry;  on  t!ie  contrary,  1  believe  those  genllemen 
from  the  south  and  west  who  have  been  here,  will 
hear  witness  to  the  desire  011  the  part  of  the  people 
who  are  engaged  in  manufactures,  to  imparl  all  the 
informalion  in  their  power;  there  is  room  for  us  all. 
When  the  southern  and  western  states  shall  manu- 
facture their  own  clothing,  we  shall  have  become 
extensive  exporters  of  the  variety  of  manufactures 
produced  here.  We  have  the  ships  and  the  men  to 
navigate  them.  We  shall  pursue  an  extensive  fo- 
•eii::;  commerce  wilh  manufaclures,  and  bring  home 
ilie  produce  of  other  countries,  such  as  coffee,  tea, 
&c.,  &c.,  and  pay  for  the  produce  of  the  south  and 
west,  with  foreign  luxiiries  and  necessaries  of  life. 
It  has  often  been  said  here  by  us,  who  advocate 
protection  to  American  labor,  that  in  wearing  Bri- 
tish cottons,  woollens,  &c.,  &c.,  we  were  consuming 
British  wheat,  heel,  pork,  &c.  I  am  happy  to  find 
authority  of  the  highest  respectibility  for  this  opinion, 
111  the  person  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  merchants, 
as  well  as  one  of  the  best  and  most  honorable  men 
in  England,  Mr.  William  Brovin,  of  Liverpool — 
lately  the  free  trade  candidate  for  parliament,  from 
the  courily  of  Lancaster.  In  a  letter  lo  John  Rolfe, 
Esq  ,  a  landholder,  upon  the  advantages  of  free  trade, 
■    ■  ■     '  ■  hing  lo 


iu'a  taritr  bill,  1  have  endeavored  to  take  care  that 
the  interests  of  all  the  slates  were  protected,  whe- 
ther they  were  large  or  small.  1  say  now  to  you, 
and  it  should  be  said  in  congress  and  to  the  counlry, 
that  Massachusetts  a4cj  no  exclusive  legislation.  If 
reniisylvania,  New  York,  and  Ohio,  llie  three  gr.-.ii 
slates,  wilh  Kentucky,  Georgia,  .Missouri,  Alabama, 
and  Louisiana,  wish  to  try  Ihe  experiment  on  iron, 
coal,  hemp,  cotton  bagging,  sugar,  &c.,  &.C  ,  I  am 
ready  as  one  citizen  of  iMassachusetls  to  meet  it, 
and  await  in  patient  submission  the  result,  which 
1  doubt  not  will  be  found,  wilhiu  eighteen  inoiuhs, 
in  Ihe  realization  of  all  1  have  predicted.  I  say 
again,  1  would  not,  if  I  could,  have  a  tariff  made  for 
Massachusolts  alone.  If,  however,  there  should  bn 
a  new  one,  lei  our  interests,  wilh  those  of  every 
other  in  the  Union,  share  thai  piotectioii  to  v\iiich 
we  are  all  cntillcd,  and  of  which  we  claim  our  full 
«hare.  1  can  viith  coiilidciice  assure  you,  that  we 
shall  go  upward  and  onward.  IVe  will  work.  If  12 
hours'  labor  in  the  'M  will  not  suslaiii  us,  wo  can, 
and  will  work  14;  and  at  the  same  time  feel  thai 
congress  cannot  take  the  sinews  (rum  our  uruis,  or 
rob  us  of  the  inlelligencu  acquired  from  our  system 
of  public  schools,  established  by  the  foresight  and 
wisdom  of  our  faliicrs. 

At  Ihe  risk  of  wriliiig  a  long  letter,  1  cannot  for- 
bear alluding  to  the  fact,  that  ihe  Uabiiual  agilalioii 
of  this  question  of  the  tariff,  has  worked,  in  tiic 
main,  lo  the  advantage  of  New  England. 

We  were  previou.i  to  the  war  ui  ICJlJ,  an  agnciil- 
liiral  and  imvigaliug  people.  The  Amoriciil  nystein 
was  forced  upon  us,  and  dime  for  the  purpose  ol 
vieuling  a  home  market  for  the  pioducls  of  the  soil 
of  the  soulti  uud  west;  we  resisted  the  adoption  of  a 
tyalein    wbicli    we   huucstly  believed   would  greatly 


the  largest  grain  c.r/joi(m»-  country  in  the  world,  af 
though  it   IS  impussibe  lo  esUmate  accurately    what 


quanliiy    of  gram,   fitc. 


a  few  bale 
American  coarse  cillons  were  sent  from  this  oun 
Iry  to  Hindostiin,  as  a  commercial  experiment;  Ih 
superiority  of  the  fabric,  and  the  material  out  0 
which  it  was  made,  gradually  brought  Ihe  goods  inl 
notice  and  ure  in  that  country,  and  the  annual  es 
porlation  from  the  United  Stales  increased  from 
few  bales  up  to  3  and  4,0(10  per  annum.  The  Briiis 
manufacturers  were  much  annoyed  at  this  interfe: 
ence,  and  it  is  presumed  that  it  iv  as  through  ihi 
Huence  that  the  Eisl  India  Company  (ihe  go.erii 
menl  of  that  country)  have  repeatedly  augm. 
Ihe  discriminating  duly  on  these  goods,  (which  ar 
called  drillings,)  lor  the  purpose  of  proleclirg  ihe 
own  manufactures  against  those  of  the  United  Sialei 
prior  lo  1836,  the  duly  was  5  per  cent,  in  fav 
Bnti-li  goods;  in  that  year  it  vvas  increased  to  8i  pi 
cent  ;  a  few  years  after  augmented  to  lUj  per  ceni 
and  even  at  this  rale  of  differenlial  duly  proved  i 
sullici  nt  to  keep  out  the  Americans,  who  drove 
profitable  trade,  notwithstanding  the  great  differem! 
against  them. 

And  now,  within  a  few  mouths,  the  East  Ind 
Company  have  been  compelled  again  to  increase  tl 
discrinimating  duly  to  15  per  cent.,  in  order  to  e 
elude  our  goods  altogether;  and  this  difference  wi 
without  doubt,  accomplish  the  object.  The  facts  a 
deserving  of  a  passing  remark,  as  illuslrative  of  t 
energies  and  resources  of  the  United  Slates.  Asia 
as  the  declaration  of  the  last  war  in  181d,  this  cou 
try  imported  almost  all  its  coarse  colion  fabrics  fn 
Hindostan,  whence  they  came  literally  by  ship  loai 
and  were  paid  for  almost  altogether  in 
counlry  seemed  to  he  more  abuiidant  in  means  r 
cessary  lo  supply  such  goods  cheaply,  than  Hindi 
Ian;  its  soil  furnished  an  aQundaiiee  of  cotton,  whii 
though  not  equal  in  quality  to  that  of  Ihe  Unil 
Stales,  was  much  less  in  price,  and  labor  was  chi 
per  than  in  any  country  in  the  world.  Cotton  spinn 
machinery  was  available  through  the  medium 
British  capital,  and  the  manufactures  received  a  p 
teclion  of  lOi  per  cent,  against  foreign  interferen 
No  counlry  seemed  more  secure  from  foreign  com 


ijO,OUu,OOU  value  of  exporls,  by  which  you  are  so  1 
greatly  benefitled.  It  is  placed  in  the  laboratory  of 
llut  wonderful  intellectual  machine,  man,  which 
gives  hull  the  physical  power,  aided  by  steam,  of 
converling  it  inio  broadcloth,  calico,  hardware,  Sic, 
&c.,  and  in  these  shapes  your  wheals  find  Iheir  way 

every  country  in  the  world." 

1  thank  Mr.  Brown  for  the  clear  slatenient  he  has 
presented,  of  the  importance  of  a  home  market,  and 
commend  this  extract  from  his  letter  lo  the  conside- 
ration of  every  farmer  in  the  United  Stales;  it  is 
perlcclly  sound,  and  applies  with  peculiar  force  lo 
our  present  condition.  To  place  the  people  in  a 
condition  of  permanent  and  solid  prosperity,  you 
musl  encourage  home  industry,  by  obtaining  the 
Kieatcst  amount  of  production;  this  can  only  be  ob- 
tained by  diversifying  labor,  which  will  bring  wilh 
it  high  wages;  and  unless  the  labor  is  well  p.iid,  our 
ceuiiiry  cannot  prosper.  .Agriculture,  tue  founda- 
tion of  all  wealth,  depends  on  prodiieliim,  and  a  mar- 
ket lor  those  products.  The  encouragement  of  ag- 
riculture,in  llioestahlishmfiiitof  manufactures, vi'hich 
if  maintained,  will  be  certain  to  secure  a  market. 

1  ask  the  farmer  to  look  for  a  moment  lo  the  fol- 
lowing Btalemenl.  American  fl  )Ur  in  Cuba  pays  a 
duty  of  about  §10  per  barrel,  m  Rio  Janeiro  J5  lo 
$G,  and  in  many  oiher  ports  the  duties  vary  from  50  lo 
iSiJ  percent.;  in  relurn  wc  lake  colfeo,  most  of  which 
we  pay  for  in  coin,/ife  o/iiulj  — and  this  is  called  Iree 
iradc.  We  have,  loo,  ireaiies  of  reeiprocity  with 
foreign  couiitr-.os;  and   among  olhers.  Great  Britain 


onsumed    in    preparing  I  tjiion  in    these    goods  than    Hindostan,  and   least 


all,  was  there  fear  of  conipetilion  from  the  L'ni 
Stales;  a  country  fifteen  thousand  miles  disti 
where  a  few  day's  labor  will  earn  about  25  lbs. 
good  rice,  whilst  in  Hindostan  il  obtains  less  than 
lbs.  of  very  inlerior  rice.  But  the  American  pi 
ler  furnished  a  better  raw  cotton;  the  manufactu 
a  better  and  cheaper  fabric,  the  shipowner, a  spe 
and  .  Iieapcr  conveyance.  Their  united  efforts  dr 
the  British  manufaclurer  of  these  coarse  goods  fl 
the  largest  Brilish  colonial  market,  and  which 
Americans  would  now  be  in  possession  of,  butlor 
interposition  of  the  East  India  Company  wilh  9 
iher  protective  duly  to  sustain  their  manuractor 
1  have  no  fault  lo  find  with  the  course  pursued 
the  Brilish,  in  these  regulations.  1  have  introdu 
those  facts,  lo  exhibit  lo  you  the  lianscendunt  f 
of  altempliog  a  system  of  low  duties  and  free 
where  it  is  all  on  one  side.  1  have  not  yet  km 
the  Britiah  governmcol  lo  re  liiee  Ihe  duln 
point  that  has  reached  a  single  important  iiileres 
Iheir  free  trade  and  low  duues  never  apply  to 
article  inat  seriously  compeles  wilh  Iheirown  I 
nor  are  they  like!y  lo  adopt  such  measures. 
Iree  trade  of  the  polilic.il  economists  of  Giea 
taiii,  IS  a  transceiidenlal  pliilosupliy ,  wlueh  is 
likely  to  be  ailopled  by  any  govenimenl  on  the 
of  the  globe  unless  it  oe  the  Cliiiiese,  and  ive 
already  the  earnest  of  Ihe  ell'ecl  ol  low  duties  01 
mlernal  conuilion  of  Ihet  counlry.  'Ihe  trad 
thai  empire  is  last  oppioachiug  lo  barter;  the 
metals  having  been  drained,  lo  pay  for  th 


(mil  including  her  colonies,)  by  which  her  ships  are|  reigu  products  miruduced  lolo  it 
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I  am  auare  that  I  have  written  a   long  letter,  but  ! 

I  could  not  well  abriilge,  consistenly,  with  glancinp; 
at  many  topics  in  which  I  take  a  deep  interest.  The  [ 
eubjecl  IS  boundless,  and  I  would  cheerfully  carry 
out  hy  illustrations  and  examples  many  of  the  points,  | 
upon  whirh  I  have  touched,  but  1  forbear  I'or  the 
present.  When  I  have  the  pleasure  to  meet  you,  we 
can  discuss  all  these  questions,  enibracin:;  not  only 
the  present  condition,  but  the  future  prospects  and 
destiny  of  our  beloved  country,  for  which  I  enter- 
tain the  strongest  ;  'achment.  Our  strength  and  . 
glory  is  in  upholding  and  maintaining  the  Union.        ] 

I  shall  serid  in  a  few  days,  statistics  furnished  me  j 
by  a  friend,  who  is  intelligent,  careful,  and  accurate  i 
in  th:;se  matters,  and  who  holds  himself  responsible  | 
for  all  that  will  be  slated. 

I  pray  you,  my  dear  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance 
with  which  1  remain,  most  failhlully  your  ',  .  i,  and 
obedient  servant, 

ABBOTT  LA  '  K  ,.\CE 
To  the  hon.  WiLL-\M  Rives,  Castle  1         Aibemarle 

county,  Virgin  a. 

THE    OREGON    QUESTION. 
Fi'oin  the  Bn'.timore  .^/iiei-icfin. 

TITLE      FROM      SCRIPT  IRE. 

Prone  as  our  excellent  compdtriots  are  to  believe 
themselves  the  chosen  people,  whom  Providence  has 
substituted  for  Israel,  as  the  recipients  of  His  spe- 
cial b"i".n,  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  any  of  mem 
had  ..c,.^  ■£.'.  until  tlie  recent  congressicmai  disius- 
sion,  tl'ai  our  title  to  Oregon  «as  based  on  an  ex- 
prfssi  giai'i  ironi  on  biih.  The  hoii.  John  Q.  .idams, 
hO""CveT-,  >\!iii-.-  ^-xleiisive  arquiremcrils justify  the 
e'^p-c^"^  iw  >  lews  Irom  him  in  every  ques- 

tion, t:;:^  ri-  .  hy  ilenion^traled  our  right  to  "iht 
whole  'r  none"  to  be  celestial  as  well  as  terrestrial 
and  tbeie  is,  besides,  a  passage  in  Mr.  JlHen's  speech, 
^vhich  is  sup(ijsed  to  hmt  at  the  same  doctrine — in- 
asmuch as  it  refers,  obscurely,  to  certain  "sidereal" 
centies  ol  "constellations" — the  precise  meaning  of 
which  cannni  be  arrived  at,  uponanyol her  hypothesis. 
We  prefer  to  discus^  the  question,  as  Mr.  .'IJums  puts 
it,  because  w-e  cannot  say  that  we  precisely  under- 
stand Mr.  .Jilm's  mode  of  presenting  it,  and  because 
moreover,  there  is  always  a  great  deal  of  import- 
ance attached  to  any  notion  which  is  carefully  co- 
vered 

"Wiih  old  odd  ends,  slol'n  forili  of  holy  writ'' — 
a  species  of  logic  "Inch   Mr.  Adams  has  plentifully 
applied,  in    support  of   what  may  properly  be  called 
the  Mosaic  view    of  the  subject.     Let  us   hear  Mr. 
Adams.     Speaking  of  the  BiOle,  he  says: 

"If  that  bouk  was  there,  he  would  thank  the 
clerk  to  read  from  it  what  he  considered  as  the  foun- 
dation of  our  title  to  Oregon.  If  he  would  turn  to 
the  idlh,  21th,  and  a8(/>  versrs  of  the  first  chapter  of 
Genesis,  the  comtniltie  would  see  what  ^Mr,  »^.  considered 
Jie  foundation  cf  the  title  jj  United  States  to  the  Oregon 
tenitOTii." 

[The  clerk  here  read  as  follows:  "And  God  said, 
Let  us  make  man  in  our  ovai  image,  alter  our  like- 
ness; and  let  them  have  dominion  over  the  fish  of 
the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  the 
cattle,  and  over  all  the  earth,  and  over  every 
creeping  thing  that  crcepelh  upon  the  earth.  So 
God  created  man  in  liiso«n  iinas;e:  in  the  image  of 
God  created  he  him;  male  and  female  created  he 
them.  And  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  unto 
them,  Be  fruillul  and  multiply,  and  replenish  the 
earth,  and  subdue  ii:  and  have  dominion  over  the  fish 
of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over 
every  living  thing  that  movetli  upon  the  earlh."] 

That,  (said  .Mr.  A.)  "in  my  judgment,  is  the  (oun- 
dation  of  our  litle  to  Oregon,  and  o(  all  the  title  we 
have  to  any  of  the  teiriiory  we  possess.  It  is  the 
foundation  of  the  title  by  which  you,  sir,  occupy  that 
chair,  and  by  which  we  are  now  called  on  to  occupy 
Oregon." 

No.v,  wilhout  entering  into  any  discussion,  as  to 
the  particular  pari  of  the  text  quoted,  which  ap- 
plies to  the  speaker's  chair,  and  leaving  it  to  tlie 
scientitic  to  decide  wticiher  that  admirable  speci- 
men of  cabinet  ni.iktrship  and  upholstery,  can  pro- 
perly, be  considered  a  "creeping  thing  merely  be- 
cause it  has  legs,  we  cannot  but  admit  that  it  passes 
our  ingenuity  lo  divine  the  mode  m  "hich  Genesis 
can  be  reasonably  eoniiected  with  Oregon.  Is  it 
because  we  are  men  and  »omen,  and  because  we 
are  lo  be  fruilful  and  multiply,  and  replenish  the 
earlh,  that  we  aie  piuprietors,  iiidefeasibiy,  up  lo 
parallel  54"  40'?  Surely  our  British  friends  were 
created  male  and  female  as  well  as  we,  and  we  call 
.  the  whole  "Xalive  Aiiicrioan"  party  lo  witness,  that 
they  increase  and  multiply  and  repieul^h  our  pari  of 
the  earlh,  lo  au  extenl  which  some  people  have 
thought  bol!'.  awlul  anu  dangerous.   Is  not  the  wretch- 


ed Indian,  whose  only  dominion  is  over  the  fish  and 
the  fowl,  a  man  as  well  ..<  we — made  like  us  in  the 
image  of  his  Maker — placed,  like  us,  upon  Ibis  earth, 
with  rights  as  potent  and  as  dear  as  ours.'  And,  if 
we  own  the  land  we  tread — as  the  honorable  speaker 
holds  his  chair,  in  virtue  onlv  of  our  occupatiim  as 
sons  of  Adam — is  not  the  Flal  Road  or  the  Sbos- 
honee  a  proprietor,  under  the  same  title,  holding  by 
the  same  tenure,  at  ihc  will  of  tiie  same  God.*  Not 
only  thai — but  is  not  the  Indian  in  a  state  of  civili- 
zation, much  Higher  to  that  of  the  patriarchs,  and 
slili  more  iiii:li  to  that  of  .-Vdam,  than  are  the  citizens 
of  our  excellent  republic,  with  all  its  vaunted  insli- 
mtions?  Can  .Mr.  Adan.s  mean,  that  because  God 
commanded  man  to  "subdue"  the  esrlh,  he  has 
iherefore  a  right  to  all  be  can  "subdue.'"  I!ecall^e, 
as  he  al'lerwards  siiys.  it  is  a  "cliar..i-lerislic"  of  our 
people  lo  '  go  ahead,"  have  ive  a  necessary  ri^ht  to 
"go  ahead,"  Hhenevcr  we  can?  If  tliese  questiuns 
ba  answered  atfirmaiively,  what  prevents  ihc  Briton 
also  from  "subdiiim;  and  "giung  ahead,"  It.  the  ex 
tent  of  his  inclination  and  auilily? 
Ti.1  this  Mr.  Adams  has  his  answer — 
"There  is  the  diflerence  between  the  Briiish  rlaim 
a. id  ours;  v.'e  claim  Oregon  that  we  may  i  iiprove 
the  country  and  make  Us  desert  to  blossom  as  the 
rose.  We  claim  it  that  we  may  establish  laws,  till 
the  ground:  that  we  may  "subline  the  earth,"  as  has 
been  commanded  hy  Gud  Almighty.  She  claims  I'l 
keep  it  open  as  a  huiitini;  ground — that  she  may 
hunt  ivilil  betsls  .n  ii;  the  claims  it  of  course,  tortile 
benefit  of  the  wild  bras.s  'j  lauglij  as  well  iis  the 
ravage  nations  who  roam  over  it." 

Now  in  lb"  fi.->t  place,  there  is  not  the  slighicsi 
evidence,  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  of  any  iiiteidion 
of  Great  Britain  to  keep  the  Oregon  territory  in  a 
slate  of  perpetual  barbarism.     On  the  contrary  her 

surplus  pnpulati s  iinmense,  while  we  have  none 

and  her  necessities  demand  large  territories  and 
wide  scope,  which  our  broad  republic,  lor  an  hun- 
dred years,  will  have  no  need  of.  And,  second, 
what  proof  is  Iheie  of  our  disposiiion  to  make  the 
wilderness  blossom  as  the  rose?  Does  any  one  pre- 
tend to  say  Ihat  we  want  Oregon,  for  the  sake  of 
Oregon,  and  not  for  our  sakes?  Have  we  been  be 
hind  hand  with  England,  in  hunting  the  wild  beasts- 
aye  and  Ihe  wild  men  too,  whenever  we  have  liaJ  an 
oppurluiiily?  Have  we  not  room  enough,  within  our 
borders,  lo  exercise  all  our  c:viliziiig  and  "subdu- 
ing" propensities  for  a  century?  Can  the  hono- 
rable member  from  Massachusetts  have  forgotleii  the 
millions  of  acres  conceded  to  be  ours — lying  within 
j  the  limits  of  our  recognised  slates  and  territories — 
which  are  as  far  removed  from  roses  and  blossoming 
as  the  wildest  sands  in  the  great  Sahara?  Can  hi- 
believe  thai  without  "subduing"  or  tillii,^  the  boun- 
'  tiful  lands  that  God  has  given  us — without  repleiiish- 
'  ing  the  half  of  that  portiun  of  the  earlh  in  winch  we 
j  dwell — we  have  an  indei'easible  "right"  lo  emigrate 
.vhere  we  please — drive  out  aboriginal  mhahilanls 
from  all  the  fat  places  ol  the  earlh— appiopiiaie  to 
I  ourselves  Us  pleasantness,  every  where — make  land 
j  and  sea  our  bloody  battle  grounds  in  the  support  ol 
!  such  a  "right"— and  then  heal  and  make  wiiole  our 
j  iniquities,  by  quoting  a  chapter  of  Geiiesi,-?  If  hlu.-s- 
I  oming  and  roses  and  hoiticultural  inclinations,  ge- 
I  nerally,  be  the  only  justitlcaliun  necr^-sary  lor  the 
I  appropriatiim  ol  territory  to  ours.  Ives  why  have  "C 
not  a  right  to  nurcli  into  all  the  unlilled  and  "uii- 
subdueil"  parts  ol  Iho  whole  earth?  Wl.y  should  we 
j  not  march  into  Canada — capture  Mexico — annex 
j  Cuba,  and  publish  our  claim  "lo  the  whole  or  none" 
of  South  America  generally?  Surely  if  we  are  to 
I  bless  the  earth  with  our  I'.ominion  Ihcre  is  no  reason 
lor  our  preleiing  the  savages  of  Oregon  to  Ihe  peo- 
ple of  ulher  countries,  whose  inferior  slate  of  hlos- 
isoming  entitles  them  lo  that  blessing.  Above  all, 
1  why  should  we  not  announce  to  the  Russian  Auto- 
j  cral  that  our  title  extends  over  what  he  calls  Ins 
;  o'.\n,  and  the  part  ol  Oiegon  which  «e  now  concede 
I  to  be  bis  shall  be  retained  for  hunting  and  the  peltry 
j  trade  no  longer?  Why  should  we  not  nail  our  lijg 
to  the  norih  pole  ilscll,  in  order  that  the  "unborn  in- 
j  lants,"  H  bom  Mr.  Allen  spoke  of  m  bis  speech,  may 
ri-joice  under  its  star-spangled  folds,  h  hen  they 
Wbke  up  "Ironi  ihe  lap  ol  the  past?"  If  our  rule  is 
a  iioijd  one  it  -.lorks  Hell  thiou^jlioiit,  and  it  is  ntitlier 
[  logical  nor  honest  to  make  ■■li»u"  of  one  nation  and 
l";owr'ot  the  othir.  il  we  sincerely  believe  our- 
I  selves  ihe  most  "subduing"  nation  in  ttic  noild,  con- 
sistency requires  us  to  g'.  lorlh,  at  once,  to  replenish 
the  couiilries  that  please  us,  and  vouch  Moses  lor 
our  iille!  Such  doctrines  are  comlorlable  in  the 
highest  degree,  and  they  have  the  sanction  of  the 
reinolesl  aniiquily.  Kroui  Sesostris  to  Ge.i.  ilous. 
ion,  all  the  greai  annexers  of  lerrUoiy — including 
Alexander,  Genghiskaii,  and  Atlila  the  llun— have 
preaelied  or  piaclised  jusl  such  tilings.  History,  it 
IS  true,  bus  called  some  of  them  by  hard  names — 
and  some  rude  spoken  men  liave  said  itial  ihcir  prin- 


ciples were  the  essence  of  heathenism  and  rapacity. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Adams'  speech  may  have  the  etfec't 
ofclianging  the  world's  opinion,  and  convincing  it 
that 

"Things  are  not  whni  ihey  seem." 

It  is  lo    be  feared,  however,  Ihat    plain  people 

hearing  the  Book  of  our  Faith  appealed  lo,  in  sup- 
port of  doctrines,  to  all  appearance  so  abominable 

may  remember  that  there  is  in  the  Bible,  also,  some- 
thing called  ihe  Decalogue,  and  that  not  lo  murder, 
nor  steal,  nor  covet  our  neighbor's  g.ioils,  are  com- 
mands, 'vhi.;!  explain  more  fully  the  Divine  inten- 
tion, as  lo  nations  no  loss  than  individuals. 

But  Mr.  Adams  finds  still  funlier  support  in  Bibli- 
cal quola'ion,  which  he  ostensibly  applies  to  Iho 
Papal  claim  of  dominion  over  sav;.ge  lands— hut 
which  was,  evidently,  meant  lo  foriily  ih.,  preten- 
sions which  he  forined  for  us  upon  Genesis: 

"I  will  a'-k  the  clerk  lo  read  an  ithi-r  short  extract 
from  thai  same  book;  h;;  will  please  to  road  the  8tll 
verse  of  Ih'  second  Psalm." 

[  Phe  clerk  here  read  as  f.ill.ws:  "Ask  .if  ine,  and 
I  shall  give  thee  the  healhen  for  thine  inheritance, 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  ihe  eartii  for  thy  nosses- 
sion."] 

Mr  A.  "Will  the  clerk  read  one  or  Iwo  verses 
which  precede  that  passage — showing  to  v/hom  il 
refers," 

[I'liechnk  here  read  as  follows:  "Then  sliall  ha 
speak  unto  thei.i  in  his  wraili,  and  vex  the  n  in  his 
so  e  di-pleasure.  Yet  have  I  set  m>  knu'  upon  my 
holy  hill  of  Zi.m.  I  will  declare  Ihe  .ecree:  Iho 
Loid  halh  said  iiiilo  me.  Thou  art  my  .-os:  this  day 
have  I  begotten  thee."] 

An.l  agoin: 

"All  power  is  giien  to  me  in  he  ven  and  in  earlh: 
Go.  ye,  Iherefore,  and  leach  all  nati');>3,  b.iptising 
them  in  Ihe  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Srm,  and 
of  the  fjoly  Gho-i,  teaching  them  to  observe  all 
thinj'S  wlialsoeier  I  have  commanded  you;  and  lo,  1 
am  with  you  always.even  unto  Ihe  end  of  the  world." 

It  is  a  favorite  theory  of  many  thai  we  have  a  right 
lo  conquer,  in  order  lo  civilize  and  Chrisli.inize,  and 
upon  thu  passage  thus  quoted  that  pretension  rests. 
Bui  It  is  cal-ulaling  rather  largely  upon  public  cre- 
dulily  lo  suppose  'hat  common  sense  can  be  hood- 
winked thus  in  the  present  controversy,  and  that 
any  one  is  weak  enough  lo  believe  the  propagation 
of  Christianity  to  be  one  of  our  otjjects  in  setting  up 
our  claim  so  steadily  lo  the  territory  in  dispute. — 
D  les  the  language  of  Holy  Writ,  thus  pressed  into 
the  service,  designate  us,  inure  than  any  other  peo- 
ple, as  the  exclusive  proprietors  of  "the  heathen," 
and  the  "iiltermost  parts"  that  they  inlr.ibii?  .\re  we 
eominissioned,  any  more  than  English,  Russian?, 
Freuehmen,  to  le.ieh  and  baplise?  And  what  have 
naval  stations,  trading  stali'.ns,  block  houses  and  tha 
lur  trade,  liaiburs  and  islands  lo  do  »ilh  the  leach- 
ing of  the  gospel.  Wha;  is  t'lere  of  religion  in  the 
pretended  rights  given  by  discovery  and  exploration? 
What — aoove  all — in  threats  of  war — in  angrv  con- 
tention— in  blood?  If  the  strife  is  to  be  for  the  bring- 
ing m  of  Ihe  heathen  within  the  pale  of  the  church 
of  Christ,  why  diplomatic  cgiilroversics — why  no- 
tices, war  speeches,  preparing  the  heart  of  the  na- 
tion for  violence  and  sin?    There  is  the  territory. 

Ignorance,  deb-\sement  and  barbarity  are  all  over  it. 
D  u-s  any  one  say  nay  to  ihe  devuied  missionaries 
wii.i  r"i_  be  anxious  to  win  their  beniglilc.l  brethren 
to  God?  Who  stays  them?  Not  England— not  Ame- 
rica. Two  thousand  Mormons  have  recenlly  taken 
up  their  line  of  maich  to  Oregon,  as  Ihe  papers  tell 
us.  Do  the  heallien  and  their  possessions  belong  to 
them  loo?  If  the  book  of  Joe  Smith  has  free  ingiesa, 
who  prohibits  it  to  the  Holy  Gus|>ei; 

The  truth  is  that  Ihe  more  we  probe  ihe  attempts 
which  public  men  aie  making  to  conceal,  under  spe- 
cious pretexis,  and  lo  sanctify  hy  sacred  appellations, 
what  IS  and  can  be  made  no  more  than  a  wild  thirst 
for  territorial  aggrandizcuien.,  the  deeper  must 
grow  our  conviclion  of  the  utter  cinplinc-s  of  all  ihe 
"right"  which  IS  so  vociferously  claimed.  Among 
the  most  unworthy  of  all  liie  p'l.ins  for  popular  de- 
lusion on  the  subject  it  issubmitltd  Ihat  there  is  none 
less  worthy  than  Ihe  attempt    to   give  lo  the  Oregon 

land-squauDle  the  character  of  a  r^  ;.^ious  dispute 

a  holy  war.  It  is  impossible  lo  see  ccripiure  quoted 
and  perverted  to  such  ends,  without  applying  Ihe 
anecdote  told  of  tlie  late  excellent  cardinal  Chcve- 
rus,  when  bishop  of  Boston.  That  amiable  prelate 
had  been  worried  by  a  peslilenl  polemic,  who  had 
endeavored  to  provoke  him  into  a  conliovcrsy,  and 
whose  chitl  weapons  were  sentences  from  scripture, 
selected  at  random,  and  strung  lugciher,  odd  and 
even,  to  suit  llie  exigencies  of  the  argumeiil.  Woru 
out  at  last,  thu  bishop's  patience  yielded:  "h  it  not 
wri:ieii,"said  he,  "thai  Judas  went  out  and  hanged 
himsell.'"  "It  is,"  was  the  reply.  "  i'iien  il  is  alto 
written,  'Go  Ibnu  and  do  likewise"  "  W. 
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Postscript.  The  packet  ship  Liverpool,  has  arriied 
atNcA-Yiirk  wilh  Livfrpor.l  dales  one  d.iy  l^iicr.  No 
news  (if  imp  Tiance.  Grain  iiiiirket  depre>^sed.  I'hila- 
deiphia  fl.piir  ST;--.;  Wesiern  canal  233.  C.I.  in  bond.— 
Coii.M  marUpt  active  Bacon  had  lalleii  2j.  per  cwi. 
Hams  5S=.  to  63i.  Carcnes  of  In.iiin  corn  were  arriv- 
inu  in  Ireland  Trom  the  Uniied  Siaie=.  Indications  are 
decidfdly  in  lavor  cf  the  passage  of  Mr.  feel's  propos- 
ed r.  diiclion  of  duties.  Railway  drpo^iips  were  paid  up 
on  the  6ih,  to  ihe  amount  of  £11,000,00),  and  the  mo- 
ney market  somewhat  relieved. 

Ret,ations  with  Mexico.  Every  thing  indicates  war 
in  this  direction.  "'I'he  arniv  of  occupmion''  is  on  iis 
inarch  m  the  Rio  Grande.  Mr.  t-LiDEi,r„  our  niinisier, 
has  not  heen  recognized,  and  is  e.xpecied  home.  The 
Pacific  squadron  is  concenira  ed  at  Mazailan,  and  the 
Gulf  squadron  is  to  proceed  forihwiih  towards  Vera 
Cruz  from  which  thev  were  withdrawn  at  the  remon- 
stiaiice  of  the  late  Mexican  administration.  A  leiler 
from  Vera  Cruz,  dated  ihe  ISth  ull.,  received  by  the  N. 
York  Trihune,  .-^ays:  "To  mv  view,  ihe  aspect  of  our 
!itTair.-<  vviili  Mfxico  has  never  bifore  been  so  serious  as 
ii  now  is.  I  think  we  must  fight;  and  if  we  must,  where 
are  our  means?  ...  ,  . 

••Three  frinais,  three  sloops,  three  or  four  brigs  and  two 
Bteamers  would  cut  a  ridiculous  figure  before  San  Juan 

dc  UlloD-  ,  ,       .  ,  ■        1,        .1    .  1 

"A  hardier  and  more  Ihanuless  service  than  ilial  de- 
volviniJ  on  the  Gulf  squadron  was  never  imposed  upon 
a  couuiry's  difenders;  for  die  coast  defence — of  old 
Spanish  construciion— are  generally  of  the  b"=t  kino; 
and  yet,  such  is  the  popuhir  iireju.lice.  no  credit  would 
accrue  lo  the  victors,  if  one  or  more  of  them  should  be 
taken  by  a  squadron  of  three  or  four  sh  ps. 

••With  fewiifuuiis  than  il  now  has,  wiihout  ammuni- 
tion, in  ilie  inidsi  of  a  terr-hle  disa-ier,  wiili  exira  uisad 
vaniaops  which  can  never  as  in  exist.  San  .loan  de 
ij'loa''"early  succeeded  in  repelling  the  French  fleet  in 
18311" 

J\AV\L-— Pacific  fquadron.  Jl/a:n//a«,  (Mexico,)  14ih 
Jjnuar..— I  he  'U.  S.  frijiaie.  Curisliiullon,  Capi.  Per- 
cival  IS  iiowofTihis  port,  siaMdnis;  oi.  havini;  sailed 
from  Hon-lula  on  Ihe  Isi  Dic.  The  f-Tarren,  sloop  of 
war.  Capt.  Hull,  left  Hilo,  on  the  26  h  .'^epien.ber;  is 
hourly  expc'ded  from  Paoauia;  also,  the  Oi/ane.  fioni 
Peiu.'  Tiie  fripaie  Suvaniiah  Conini.wloie  tfi.oiT;  ihe 
Livant,  Caiit  Paee;  and  ihe  Purlsmoulli.  Capr.  .Moni- 
goniery,  are  here-^otticcrs  and  crews  io  good  health. 

5la>'ERS  captheed  Bv  ihe  Olho,  arrived  ai  Salem, 
from  Port  Piava,  Cape  de  Verd.  Monrovia  dales  to  the 
lOih  DeceiTiber  are  reieived,  Irom  which  we  learn  that 
the  Pen",  a  slaver,  oriiiinally  from  Philadelphia,  recent- 
Iv  from  Rio,  viiiii  900  slaves  on  hoard,  was  capiured  by 
the  U.  Stales  ship  Yoriiouin,  three  days  out  iroin  the 
coast  of  Alrica,  150  .if  wImoi  perished  b/fore  ihr-y  could 
be  got  i.n.)  Monrovia.  Wheji  the  Pons  was  first  seen, 
she  raised  American  c.ilors.  suppo-^ing  the  Yorkiown 
wa»  a  l'.ri;ij.h  cruiser;  hui  discov- ling  the  inisiake,  im- 
meilia'elj  hoisted  the  P.jiiuguse  flag.  On  examinaiioii 
il  was  loun.l  that  she  had  shipped  913.  bHiwcen  ti.e  ages 
of  8  and  30.  only  47  of  iheiii  lemal-s.  and  leliat  ihe  fac- 
tory 400  t.)  500  more,  w  .ich  'hey  had  intended  to  take 
in  ihe  same  vessel  but  were  prevented  by  die  proximity 
of  a  firiiish  cruiser,  from  which  ihev  narrowly  escaped 
The  barque  was  put  under  charge  of  Lieui.  Cogdell,  and 
had  sailed  to  ihe  Uniied  Si.ites.      ,    ,       „ 

The  recnp'ured  slaves  were  landed  at  Monrovia,  and 
mensur.  s  were  adopted  for  taking  care  ot  tliein.  by  the 
U.  S.  agent  fot  liberated  Alricans— 300  ol  ilieui  by  the 
Methodist  ini-sion  esiablishnient  ihere.  who  have  issued 
a  circular,  appealing  to  the  Christian  pulilic  for  aid. 

The  Ponllun.  another  cap  ured  slaver  Ifirrived  at 
Charlesl.Mi  on  the  lOih  insi.,  in  charge  of  pas-ed  mid- 
Bhpinan  niacomb,  U.  S.  N.,  ill  75  days  from  Kalcndo, 
coast  of  Aliica. 

Sihr.  Kberl  ir*on,  of  Bnliimoie,  last  from  Hava- 
na, arrived  ai  Port  Prava  on  ihe  17tii  .Iinuaiy,  where 
she  was  deiained  by  Com.  SUiiioer,  ol  the  Yorktown, 
on  puspicion  of  lieing  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 

Capt.  Davis,  commander,  and  'I'lui--.  L.  Shaw,  male 
of  Ihe  schr.  Paluxcnt.  have  arrived  ai  New  York  undir 
arrest,  on  charges  of  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 

For  C*i.iFOR.^iiA.  The  Arkansas  Gazelle,  says  that 
Mr.  Lmvill,  has  received  n  large  miinber  of  letters  wiih 
reference  lo  his  eoniemplaitd  expedition  to  Cahfornia.— 
]l  19  supposed  that  from  live  hundieil  to  one  thousand 
Amcriean  emigrants  will  start  lioni  Fori  Smiih  on  the 
fir.~i  of  April,  for  the  purpose  ,d'  es>aldi>.hiog  a  colony  at 
San  Diego  bay.  That  bay  is  south  ol  San  Francisco, 
and  siniaied  due  west  of  the  head  ol  the  gull  of  Galilor- 
nia.  It  is  said  to  possess  the  greatest  advantages  for 
coninieree,  and  to  be  the  most  lavorable  place  in  Cali- 
oniia  for  n  mciv  colony.  [Nat.  Intel. 

lifsiNEss  cii.ct.KS  — T/ie  a/.ting  (ni</c  lia,<  commenced 
with  evciy  anpearancc  of  being  cipial  to  that  if  any 
viihin  several  years.  The  several  sea  port  cities  are 
parading  ihcir  b'lanilishn\euts  wiih  the  view  of  courting 
merehonts  from  die  interior  lo  ilicir  counters.  News- 
papers are  crowded  with  adveriiseiiieiils.  Goods  wc|0 
nn-er  more  abundant— never  "u  elienp— that  is  certain. 
The  western  rivers  are  now  in  swiuiming  order  for 
Iradr?,  and  the  •'Bhipping"  ports  upon  ilieir  borders  are 
ull  bustle.  There  was  ihirti  en  del  of  wai.r  at  Pitlsbiirp 
on  the  9ih  iim.— "27  arrivals  and  10  departur.'s."  On 
the  llili,  10  feci  water  in  the  chuniiel  there,  and  IS  feet 
01  Whceliii(;. 


Iforth  river.— On  the  9ih  instant,  the  ice  was  a  foot 
'hick  at  Poughkeepsie — sleds  were  crossing  without  any 
interruption.  The  sieainboats  pass  up  to  Newburg, 
through  a  channel  made  in  the  ice,  from  West  Point. — 
Below  that  place  the  liver  is  clear. 

The  fisheries,  upon  the  Potomac,  Susquehanna,  &c. — 
are  pieparing  lor  a  large  business  this  season. 

U.  S.  STOCKS.— The  influence  of  the  war  speeches  and 
o'her  indications  at  Washiiigion,  upon  the  political 
then/iometer,  th.'  stoeics, — has  been  very  manifest. — 
Wlen  congress  assembled,  U.  S  st.ick  was' selling  at 
1 2a  1 3  oioce  par.  It  fell  during  the  debate  on  the  Ore- 
gon question  to  5^aG.  It  has  gone  up  again  since  the 
deierminalion  of  senate  is  supposed  to  be  ascertained, 
to  lUal2.  The  last  qiio'ations  w-re  rather  down  again 
and  dull.  The  last  N.  Y"rk  Courier  says:  "The  down- 
wind tendency  of  the  slocks  continued.  The  equivocal 
position  of  the  president,  as  iqually  claimed  ijy  boih 
fractions  of  his  party,  which  Iractions  are  nevertheless 
as  opposite  in  iheir  views  as  reason  and  violence— peace 
and  war — operates  unfavorably  on  all  interests." 

Exchange— remains  pa-sive — N.  York  on  London  9k 
a9.     Doinesiic  exchange  without  any  material  variation. 

CoTTO.M. — The  impression  is.  that  ihe  crop  will  not  be 
over  an  average  one  at  best.  Pi  ices  are  fiim  and  rather 
a  shade  belter  though  no  considerable  operaiions  have 
been  effected. 

Flour- at  N.  York  5  50;  at  Philadelphia  4  75a4  87i; 
at  Baltimore  4  75;  at  Buffalo  4  50. 

Bank  iteiis. — A  bill  has  been  reported  in  the  house 
oi  represenlaiives  of  New  York,  inaking  it  obligatory 
upon  the  interior  banks  of  the  state  to  redeem  their  notes 
ai  the  hanks  in  the  ciiy  ol  New  Y oik  in  specie.  Thai 
wouhi  be  kind  to  ciiy  banks.  The  country  banks  would 
not  only  liave  to  keep  specie  siifficiein  on  iheir  own 
counters,  Iml  in  the  city  banks  also,  to  meet  their  issues. 

Agricultural. —  The  Black  Sea  Spring  JVheat.  A 
letter  from  an  observant  corrrspomlent  at  Shoreham, 
Verinoni,  recommends  iliis  S|)ecies  for  seed  wheat,  as 
being  louiid  preferable  f.ir  many  qualities,  to  any  oilier 
spring  wheat.  lis  yield  hasinvari;ibly  la  en  grea'er.  and 
especially  upon  poor  soils-  It  widi-tands  the  mildew,  as 
f"r  instance,  in  1842,  when  all  other  variiies  were  da- 
maged fully  iwo-iliirds  of  ihe  yielil,  by  ihe  rust,  this  kind 
wholly  esca[>ed.  This  admirable  quality  induced  it  to 
he  preferred,  aii'l  soiwht  for,  and  our  correspondent  has 
been  insirunieninl  in  dislrduiiing  the  seetJ.  It  is  less 
liable  to  the  smut  than  other  wheal.  The  objection  to  it 
ai  first  was,  that  being  a  much  harder  gram,  it  was  more 
diffieul:  to  pulverize,  :uid  ovviiig  to  want  of  >kili  in  grind- 
ing it,  tlie  quality  of  the  flour  was  not  equal,  and  the 
qiiantiiy  of  fiour  about  oiie-tenih  less  than  flour  made  of 
winter  wheat.  M  Hers,  asihey  become  better  acquaint 
ed  uiih  tlie  character:  nd  management  of  ihe  gram,  have 
overcome  ilie«e  objeciions,  and  now,  as  good  bread  is 
made  of  this  as  of  other  grain. 

American  Bible  Societv.  The  lion.  Judge  John 
McLean,  of  Ohio,  has  been  elected  president  of  the  so- 
ciety, lo  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Governor  S.nith. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  to  Wheeling  The 
act  pa-sed  by  the  legislature  ol  Virginia  on  Ihe  '23th  of 
February,  1846,  extends  the  period  allowed  to  the  Rail 
road  Company  for  accepling  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
I9ili  February,  1843,  for  leii  years  from  March  1847, 
provided  the  company  shall  cotninence  the  construciion 
within  iliree  year.s  from  die  passage  of  ibis  act.  The 
act  auiliorisi  s  the  said  company  lo  purchase  the  Win- 
rhesier  and  Pot.  mac  Railroad,  as  proposed  in  the  act  of 
1845,  ami  ihe  taxing  power  reserved  in  the  act  of  1845 
is  remitted,  except  the  income  of  the  railroatl  shall  ex- 
ceed 6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Bricks.  In  the  litile  town  of  Somerville,  Middlesex 
couiiiv,  last  year,  27,576,000  bricks  wtre  made,  and 
about  thirteen  millions  in  llie  adjoining  town  of  Cam 
bridge.  We  know  of  one  firm  of  master  masons  in 
Lowell,  who  have  coniracts  now  lo  lay  upwards  of  eleven 
millions  of  brick,  hi  tween  now  and  next  fall. — Boston 
Atlas. 

CoMr.TS.  Three  telescopic  comets  are  now  to  be  seen 
in  the  heavens.  The  Biela  comet,  one  of  iliem,  is  found 
to  he  either  a  double  comet — a  new  phenomenoii  to  as- 
in.noniers,  or  a  new  comet  was  observed  lor  the  first 
time,  ai  the  moment  il  was  passing  from  a  transit  ol  the 
Hiela,  ceriamly  a  strange  iiicideni !  Lieut.  Mauiy,  of 
the  U.  S.  Observatory,  ai  Washington,  has  had  fair  views 
of  all  of  Iheiii.  'i'hey  are  all  near  loteiher.  A  line 
drawn  lr..m  the  north  star  thmiigh  the  brilliant  planet 
Jupi'er,  and  thence  south,  a  few  degrees,  is  given  as  a 
direction  fur  finding  ilieni. 

Deaths,— at  Butlimore  during  the  week  ending  the 
•2d  inst.,  77,  of  which  26  were  under  one  year,  9  were 
free  colored.  2  slavts;  18  dn-d  oi  eonsumpiion.  DuiniJ 
the  week  eii'ling  the  9  h  iiL-'l.,  81,  of  which  22  were  un" 
der  one  year,  14  free  colored,  4  slaves;  U  died  of  con- 
sumption. 

Of  arnall pox,  there  were  5  deaths  during  last  week  at 
New  York,  y  at  Philadelphia,  ami  9  at  Baliimore.  This 
week  4  at  rhiladelphia,  4  at  Bait. more,  and  8  at  New 
York.     Some  cases  are  reportid  at  New  Orleans. 

Gen.  John  P.  Van  Ness,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  die.l 
on  the  Till  inst.,  aged  77  years.  The  many  public  and 
respectable  stations  filled  during  the  long  and  active  Ide 
of  the  deceu«ed,  evidenced  llw  cjtiinalion   in  which  he 


vvas  held.  He  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  was 
elected  represeniaiive  of  that  stare  in  the  U.  S.  coogre.ss, 
but  it, was  decidid  that  accepting  an  office  in  die  mili- 
tia of  the  disiriel  disqualifietl  him  as  such.  He  married 
a  daughter  of  the  late  David  Burns,  one  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  ihe  land  on  wlijch  the  city  of  Washington  was 
laid  out,  and  removed  to  the  district,  tif  which  he  was 
one  of  the  most  active  and  influential  citizens. 

Col.  John  Purkit,  a  soldier  of  the  revolution,  a  wit- 
ness of  the  destriiciion  of  the  tea,  in  Boston  harbor,  pri- 
or to  ihe  revolution,  died  at  Boston  on  the  4tU  March, 
aged  91  years. 

Hon.  Dudley  Chase,  died  at  his  residence  in  Ran- 
dolph, Vernioni,  on  ihe  23d  of  February,  aged  74  years. 
He  was  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  from  the 
year  1808  to  1812,  when  be  was  elected  a  senator  in 
congress  fi,ir  six  \ears.  In  1817  he  was  made  chicfjus. 
lice  of  the  supreiDC  court.  He  helii  that  oflice  lor  four 
years,  anil  resigneil  it  in  1821.  At  he  session  of  1824 
he  was  again  elected  to  the  U.  S.  senate,  and,  having 
served  out  his  time,  he  declined  a  re-election,  and  retir- 
ed from  public  life  in  1830. 

Thom.'.s  Kell,  Esq.,  formerly  a  member  of  the  legis- 
lature, afterwards  atiorney  general  of  Maryland,  then 
associate  judge,  a.id  afterwards  clerk  of  Baliimore  city 
conn,  died  on  ihe  8ih  iiisi.  Appr-oriuie  respect  was 
paid  to  the  memory  of  one  who  hao  teen  a  faithful  pub- 
lic servant  for  nearly  half  a  century. 

Earthquakes,  were  felt  at  New  York,  Long  Island, 
&c  on  die  26di  of  October  last.  About  that  time,  heavy 
shocks  were  experienced  in  the  east.  Eight  houses  fell, 
and  forty  more  -lere  damaged  at  Ploumaii.  Only  two, 
of  eighty  houses  were  left  s'landmu,  ai  Liskc'li.  At  As- 
sam Three  v  iolent  shocks,  accompanii  d  with  great  noi.'e 
and  iindnlatons  of  the  earth.  At  Smyrna,  Calcutta, 
&.C.  shocks  were  fiequent. 

Exports  to  England  The  barque  Elizabeth  Hall 
was  cleaied  at  ihis  port  on  Thiirsdav,  for  Loo.'on,  by 
.Messrs,  T.  Whitridge  &.  Co,  wiih  a  cargo  of  3,350  bbls. 
flour.     And 

The  ship  Rob  Roy,  for  Liverpool,  was  cleared  yester- 
dav,  by  Messrs.  M'llvain  &  Williams,  wiih  a  cargo  of 
lo.754'ibs.  oil  cake  2,100  bbls.  fllour.  1.435  ics.  and  65 
bbls.  leel,  314  tcs.  and  415  bbls.  pork.51  bbls,  and  1  334 
kegs  laid.  18  tcs.  siiei,  4,294  bacon  hams,  5  bbls  veni- 
son do.  300  boxes  adamantine  candles,  and  8  bales  wool. 
[Lifford's  Price  Cur. 

Iron  Fuslness  on  Lake  Champlain.  In  addition  to 
ihe  old  Inui  works  near  ihe  l.ike,  and  those  rtcently 
created  by  the  stale  of  New  York  for  the  employment  of 
their  criminals,  the  Messrs.  Hammonds  put  in  blast  on 
1st  of  January  lasi,  at  Crown  Point,  a  large  furnace, 
find  steam  power  is  used  at  the  ore  bed.  Pigs  of  the  first 
qiial.iy  are  produced. 

At  West  Point  another  large  furnace  has  just  been  put 
in  operation. 

Many  loiges  are  being  put  in  operation  on  the  Ver- 
mont side  of  the  lake.  Although  aridi'ioiial  force  is  em- 
ployed, many  miners  cannot  obtain  ore  sbflicieni  for  the 
teams  that  otter  for  iis  conveyance.  Forty  teams  have 
in  one  day  been  without  loads. 

LuTHEHAN  DtLEGATES  TO  LosDON.  Pursuant  to  call, 
a  nnnilier  of  Liiiberan  ministers  and  lay  delegates  met 
in  Frederick  city  on  Wednesday  inoniitig  la.st.  'for  the 
purpose  of  consideiing  the  proiniety  of  sending  delegates 
from  Ihe  Evangelical  Lmheian  Church  in  the  United 
Sales  to  the  Evangelical  Alliance  for  the  Promotion  of 
Chrislian  Union,  to  meet  in  l.oiidon,  England,  in  Au- 
gust iiexi.''  After  the  adoption  of  a  number  of  resolu- 
lions,  approving  if  ihe  objecis  of  the  convention,  ihe 
iollowing  delegates  were  chosen:  Prof  S.  S.  Sihniucker, 
D.  D..  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburg,  Pa,: 
Rev,  B.  Kurtz.  D,  D..  of  Baliimore.  .Md  ;  Hev.'J.  G. 
Morris,  D.  D.,  of  Baliimore,  Md.;  Rev.  N.  Polhman, 
D.  D.,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.;  Rev.  T.  Stork,  of  Philadel- 
phia, Pa,;  ffiv.J.  McCion,of  Chester  Springs, Pa.;  F. 
Smith,  Esq.,  of  Chainbeisburg,  Pa. 

New  Metals.  Silliirtan's  Journal  notices  the  dis- 
covery of  three  new  metals,  Pelvpium,  Niobium,  and  Ru- 
thenium, 

A  RAILROAD  FROM  BosTON  TO  New  York,  hi  nearly  a 
direct  line,  lo  |>ass  through  New  Haven.' iMiddletown, 
Wilmantic,  Woonsocket,  &c.  is  projected,  and  very 
probably  will  be  carried  into  operation.  Nearly  the 
whole  distance,  "220  miles,  has  been  sutveyed, — no  ginde 
to  exceed  i>0  feet  lo  the  mile,  with  easy  curve', — rails  6 
Icei  assunder.  Time  estimated  at  5  hours  tor  Ihe  whole 
ilistance,  or  4  hours  on  express  occasions.  The  express 
passes  from  Liverpool  to  London,  205  miles,  in  6J,  hours. 

Temperance  in  VizRiviont.  There  is  an  annual  ques- 
tion taken,  according  lo  law,  on  the  1st  Thur.sday  ill 
January,  whether  lo  grant  or  refuse  licenses.  In  1845, 
on  t  ikiiig  the  vote,  7  counties  gave  miijorities  /or  grant- 
ing licen.scs,  and  7  against  eraniing  ihem. 

In  1.846.  4  couniies  voted  for  granting,  and  S  against 
licenses.  In  both  years  a  small  miijoniy  of  the  wiiole 
vote  uf  ilie  stale  was  against  graiiiing  licenses. 

Woollen  Manufactory.  This  new  company  incor- 
poraied  at  the  present  session  of  the  Massachuseiis  legis- 
laiure  for  the  manufactuic  of  woollen  goods  al  the  new 
city  of  Essex,  with  a  capital  of  one  million  of  dollars, 
has  organized  under  ihcir  charier.  It  iscalculand  thai 
tin  y  willconstiine  per  annum  nboul  a  million  and  a  half 
p.iniHi.s  of  line  American  wool,  being  the  fleeces  of  about 
SIX  hundred  thousand  sheep.  John  A.  Lowell  is  lh» 
president. 
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AGENTS     FOR     .N  11.  E  S '     N  A  T  I  0  .N  A  L     R  E  G  I  S  T  F.  R  . 

OJi,e  of  the  RrgUtf  y,.  2,  .V.  I:uI.jv  itreti; 
Opposite  Eulaw  House. 
C.  W.  James.  Eeq.,  of  Cincinnaii,  is  our  sjeniTal  col- 
leciiny  ngeiu  for  lie  fioifs  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinoif, 
Missouri,  Micliigan,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin  lerriicry. — 
H.'  is  assisted  hy  Messrs  E  Y-  Je,\-.\i.n-gs,  J.  11.  Smith, 
.1  T.  Dent,  T.  G.  Smith.  G  H.  Ccmstock,  and  i".  J. 
Haw.s.  Mr.  G.  W.  Beaver  is  also  assisting  him  as  a  soli 
citing  oget.l.  Persons  may  De  safe  in  paying  tidier  of 
ih.i.s:>  goi.tkiiien  for  us,  as  iliey  each  hnvecrcdeniiaUof 
RUiiiority,  as  ali-o  ceriiticales  of  U.  E  Spexcer,  Esq.,  may- 
e,"  of  ihuciiyoi  Cincinnaii,  desciiliinx  their  persons,  with 
tlie  seal  of  hiscfRce  attached. 

Israel  E.  James,  Esq.,  tjenoral  nccnl  for  the  soniliern 
stales,  Viraiiiio,  i\or:h  and  Sou;U  Carohna,  Georaia,  and 
Florida.  He  is  assisted  hy  Jas  K.  Wmm.E,  Wm.  H. 
Weld,  O.  H.  P.  .Stfm,  John  B.  Weld,  B.  B.  Hvssey, 
and  Theodore  Baggs. 

Thomas  L.  .Tones,  £■'■]■,  anent  lor  the  souihwesiern 
slaies,  inchidiny  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Ar- 
kans.is,  &c. 

John  K.  Johnson  and  Eli  M.  Stevekso.v,  Esqrs. 
agenid  for  ihe  stale  ol  Kentucky,  western  Vir:,'inia,  &c. 

Th.)S.  Sever.v.  E>q..  ayeut  for  the  states  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, New  Jersey,  ami  New  York. 

John  VV.  Chambek<,  Esq.,  agent  for  the  ciiy  of  Ntw 
York. 

Philip  M.  Tabb3,  Esq.,  agent  at  Richmond,  Virginia. 

W.  C.  Clayton,  Esq.,  agent  at  Charleston.  S.  C. 

Paynunt  to  tilhcr  of  the  above  named  agents,  or 
ihroiigli  the  usual  channel,  ihe  mail,  will  be  gratefully 
ncknuwledsed,  and  exceedingly  serviceable  to — The 
Editor. 

SHAl.I,  WE  HAVE  PEACE.  OR  WAR? 

Those  who  listened  lo, — or  who  will  read  ihe  speech- 
es, which  were  made  in  the  I'niled  States  senate,  con- 
tained in  this  number  of  ihe  Register,— or  those  indred 
who  have  observed  ih<!  language  of  the  public  journals 
sioce  the  debjie  in  that  body  between  senators  Hay- 
wood, Uanxega.x,  and  Alle.-j,  two  weeks  since,  will  be 
no  lon^'cr  at  a  loss  to  solve  our  staiiriin"  question,  fo  far 
as  rdaii-s  to  the  dispuie  niih  f^i. gland  rcspec  ing  ihe 
Oregon  territory. 

The  form  of  government  under  which  we  live,  and  to 
which  are  entrusled  the  destinies  ol  the  republic,  has 
been  in  operaiioii  for  half  a  century.  Such  a  lerm  is  but 
an  infancy  (or  a  government.  Every  year  adds  some 
new  development  to  the  operations  of  the  system.  A 
novelty  in  the  working  of  the  machiiisry  is  now  before 
us. 

The  executive,  io  whom  the  constitution  has  en- 
trusted the  coii'rol  of  a. I  torcign  negoiiaiiuiis,  and  on 
whom  it  imposes  the  duty  of  "rf  cominending  to  con- 
giess  i>om  time  to  time"  such  measures  as  he  may  deem 
esseniin!  for  the  public  well  Jie.— in  the  performance  m 
those  duties,  arrives  at  a  cunclusioii,  that  so  lar  as  re- 
lates to  tlie  difficulties  between  the  United  Stales  and 
Gri-at  Britain  about  the  Oregon  territory,  all  efToris  on 
the  part  of  "iir  aovernineiit  lo  arrive  at  a  salisfaciory 
8eitl|ment.  had  proved  unavailing,  and  he  assumed  the 
re-'^ponsibihty  (in  his  lale  aiinnul  message)  of  recom- 
mending a-id  urging  upon  congress,  to  terminate,  as 
soon  as  ii  could  lie  d'»ne,  the  existing  treaty  of  j^  ini  oc- 
cupancy of  ihat  tfrritory.  He  had  now  officially  assert- 
ed the  claim  of  the  United  Slate;  to  the  whole  territory 
in  dispuie, — anJ  he  calls  upon  congress  to  enact  the  ne 
cessary  laws  for  carrying  out  an  exclusive  occupation  of 
the  same- 

This  recommendation  is  not  accompanied  however, 
with  any  iniiniatinns,  nor  have  any  yei  been  made  by 
the  ex.cutiVf,  lo.vards preparing  the  couniry  f<r  tin-  pro- 
bable coniingenc)  of  a  wiir  ensuing,  should  the  Uitiled 
SiaitB  proceed  to  aitempi  forcibly  lo  eject  the  (Jritisli 
from  that  portion  of  said  territory  which  she  has  always 
claimed,  and  for  a  long  time  has  pariiotly  occupied 

Congress  has  inken  these  recommendations  of  ihe 
president  ioio  serious  consideration.  They  have  been 
debaied  now  in  both  houses  tor  nearly  four  months. 

No  resnii  I. as  yet  been  arrived  at.     Bui  the  opinion  of 

congress  appears  to  be  distinctly  asceriained.     So  fir 

Irom  being  tlispjsed   lo  carry  out  tne  recommendations 

of  the  president  to  them,  and  endHngoring  the  pe;ice  of 
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the  rounlry  and  of  the  woiU,  by  asscriiiig  and  [uocrc  d 
012  Io  maintnin  an  c.vrlu-ive  rii;;.i  to  ihr  "uiro!e  of  Ore- 
gon.''—  they. — the  MuisLATUiiE,  appear  lo  he  di.-ipo«od 
iioi  only  to'rijpcl  this  reconimendaiioii.  but  in  ihciriurn 
to  undertake  lo  "recroniniend''  a  course  for  ihe  execu- 
live  III  pursue  in  the  premises. 

This  presents  a  new  case,  as  was  hinted  above,  in  tiie 
operations  of  oui  .svsteni  of  governmeni. 

Whtllur  the  pn  sident  will  be  disposed  to  recognize 
such  a  niovemeiil  on  ilie  part  of  the  co-ordinalc  depart- 
ment.—whciher  he  will  subniil,  under  circumstaticcs 
which  he  finds  he  cr.nnoi  control,  ahardon  his  o*n  po 
sitionand  reeommendalions,  and  proceed  In  nrgotiatf, 
und^r  the  rccomniitidatioiis  of  the  lfj:istalurr,  is  the 
qiics'ion. 

Ills  most  un  ortunate  that  such  an  alternative  has 
been  rendered  necessary. 

A  difierence  in  judgment  belwenn  the  executive  and 
the  leL'islaiure,  as  to  tlic  welfare  and  true  iniere.stB  of  the 
coiiiiiry  entrusted  to  their  charge,  in  a  ca.se  involving  Ihe 
question  of  peace  or  war,  has  produced  this  state  of  af 
Inirs,  for  the  first  time  since  the  forin.ilion  of  the  go 
vernment. 

Which  department  will  be  compelled'in  such  a  case 
to  yield,  is  now  to  be  tested. 

judging  fnun  the  tone  of  the  public  journals  and 
other  indications  of  public  opinion  wiihin  onr  observa- 
tion, ihere  seems  to  be  Irirdly  the  shadow  of  a  d'>ubt  of 
ih'!  president's  yielding  to  such  an  e.spressioii  from  the 
legislature.  Negotiaiion  will  be  resumed,  with  every 
probabiliiy  of^  a  speedy  seltlement  id'  the  whole  aflair. 

As  lo  lih'o  shall  m:ike  lliv  firsi  advance  towards  a  re- 
newal of  negotiation?  'I'hat  is  loo  small  an  afTair  for 
comnieni,  amongst  men  of  common  sense.  A  quibble 
of  ihat  kind  would  be  disgraceful. 

Th.-reis  much  anxieiy  for  iheretorn  of  the  pilot  boat 
Romer,i>r  U't  the  arrival  of  the  sieami  r  which  left  Liver- 
pool oij  the  4th  instant.  One  or  ;lie  other  may  be  in. 
tn  iinie  for  a  postscript  for  our  last  page.  We  lake  it 
for  granted  however,  that  ihe  British  gnvfrnmcoi  ar.- 
I  noi  desirous  of  having  a  war  with  the  Unit,  d  Siaies, 
and  that  ihey  are  now  aware  ihiu  in  order  lO  avert  such  a 
1  calamiiy,  an  adjusimenl  of  the  Oregon  territory  can  O' 
longer  be  postponed 

I  With  regard  to  our  relations  with  Mexico,  we 
I  have  bui  hiileto  comniunicaie  this  week.  Tlie  VVasli- 
,  ington  Union  says — "News  from  Vera  Cruz  down  to  ttit- 
23d  ull.  « as  received  lasi  niglit  at  the  department  of 
1  »iate.  .Almonte  has  resigned  the  office  ot  minister  ol 
I  war,  and  Tornel  had  been  appointed  his  successor  — 
Luces  ."Vlaman,  the  editor  of  the  new  loyalist  journal  at 
.Mexico  (the  Tiempo,)  had  been  co.npelled  by  public 
indignation  to  fly  I'roni  ihe  ciiy,  bis  hfc  being  in  danuer, 
and  Ills  paper  had  br-en  pronounced  seditious.  Since 
the  royalist  party  had  taken  open  ground  in  favor  ol 
monarrhy,  ihe  Mexican  people  have  betiome  better 
'  inclined  towards  ihc  United  States.  Upon  the  whole, 
our  affairs  with  Mexico  were  assnniiiig  a  more  liopeful 
aspect.'' 

Other  accounts  state  that  Santa  Anna  has  prepared 
to  leave  Cuba  and  is  expected  at  Vera  Cruz.  They  now 
slate  that  his  object  is  to  oppose  the  project  of  the  Euro 
pean  eoveriiincnis  for  eslabll^hing  a  monarch  in  .Mexi- 
co. Heretofore  he  has  been  considered  as  the  aulhor  of 
the  project. 

South  American  Repcblics. — The  allied  forces 
of  France  and  England,  now  operating  against  the 
Argentine  Republic  are  likely  to  find  Ihe  task  Ihey 
have  undertaken  rather  more  ddlicult  than  Ibey  had 
flattered  themselves.  Charles  the  X  of  France  sent 
an  expedition  some  sixteen  years  ago  across  the 
mouth  ol  the  Mediterranean,  with  the  purpose  of 
punishing  the  Algerians  for  some  impertinence.  How 
much  has  that  undertaking  cost  the  people  of  France 
since  that  expedilion  sailed.'  How  many  French 
lives  have  been  lost?  How  much  of  human  happi- 
ness has  the  affair  contributed,  since  it  commenced.' 
How  much  of  human  M13ERV?  What  honor— what 
repulalion— what  glory  has  France  won  in  Ihc  con- 
test? Compare  the  achievements  of  herofliccrs  wilh 
those  of  the  petty  chiefs  whose  homes  she  li.is  been 
invading  and  desolating— and  see  how  the  account 
will  balancer  I  had  rather  have  the  honors  which 
impartial  history  will  award  lo  Abdel  ICader  alone, 
than  the  peerajc  honors  and  wreaths  of  victory  won 
by  all  the  offi;:ers  of  the  French  army  united,  since 
Ihe  bloody  tragedy  commenced;  and  he  is  but  one 
of  niaiiv  heroes  in  their  ranks. 

The  lesson    was   not   snfTicient   however,    to  d.-l.-r 


the  pattern  orprifi^'iciiiniiiirc/is,  from  undertaking auo- 
iher  cnisaile  again"t  "senii-barhnrians, "—especial- 
ly «  hen  the  bljiidishmenls  of  a  Biilish  a(fi,iiice  in- 
vited the  enterprise.     The  Argentine  Republic  is 

selccled  as   the   field   fur  ihcir  united  operations, 

and  Buenos  Ayres  is  lo  become  the  victim  of  their 
prowess. 

We  mistake  Ihe  indications  from  this  new  field  of 
European  aggression,  if  even  their  united  forces  do 
not  find  the  republicans  of  the  Rio  de  La  Plata,  to 
be  quite  as  difficult  lo  manage,  as  Marshal  Bugeauit 
has  found  the  Arabs  of  Algeria  to  be.  A  Soutti 
American  war  of  half  a  century  mny  have  its  ad- 
vantages to  the  governments  of  both  France  anil 
England,  for  all  we  know — if  the  wars  in  Algeria, 
India,  and  Van  Dieman  are  not  snCficient  to  drain 
ofi'  the  most  dangerous  of  their  respective  popula- 
I  lions.  Wc  venture  lo  predict  that  less  time  than 
half  a  century,  will  nol  be  adequate  for  the  due  sub- 
ijeclion  of  the  natives  of  the  re^jihlics  of  Soiith 
America  to  the  rule  now  allempted.to  be  imposed 
upon  Ihem. 

A  letter  from  Montevideo  of  IheJUt  of  January, 
slates  Ihat  Ihe  combined  French  arii^English  squa- 
dron had  pushed  up  the  Parana,  as  far  as  Ttpeley, 
nearCorrieir.es.  I'he  place  c'elended  by  only  35u 
men,  was  attacked  and  destroyed.  Argenline  loss,  2 
killed,  500  horses,  a  field  piece,  and  suinlry  military 
stores.  The  letter  lurther  states  that  Paraguay  had 
dec  lared  war  against  the  Argentine  Repuldic,  and 
that  Brazil  was  preparing  lo  ilo  the  same.  Also  that 
a  bailie  had  taken  place  in  Uruguay — between 
the  repiililicans  and  the  allied  monarchists,  in  which 
the  laller  were  defeated  with  the  loss  of  5U  killed, 
3U0  prisoners,  ai  d  2  UUU  horsej. 

The  letler  is  obscurely  wrilten,  and  probably  gives 
mere  rumors  lor  facts.  It  predicts  a  lung  and  san- 
guinary civil  war. 

.Monlcvideo  dates  to  the  ISlh  of  December,  stale 
that  Ihe  73d  regiment  of  English  infantry  600  strong, 
on  their  way  to  the  Cape  o(  Good  Hope,  cjlled  in, 
and  were  deu.ined  by  the  British  admiral — proba- 
bly lo  operate  with  the  allied  army  up  the  Parana,, 
no  other  troops  having  yet  arrived  from  Europe  lo 
reinforce  the  army  there. 

An  eclipse  of  the  sux,  is  to  take  place  on  Sa- 
turday, the  25th  of  April  next.  The  English  and 
French  Nautical  Almanacs  set  it  down  as  an  .Jiinu- 
Inr  eclipse.  American  astronomers,  on  Ihe  contra- 
ry, say  that  the  eclipse  will  be  total  for  51  seconds, 
lo  a  small  portion  of  the  earth's  surface.  The  north- 
ern part  of  ibo  island  of  Cuba  is  the  only  (citu  firma 
at  which  the  disc  of  the  sun  will  be  entirely  obscur- 
ed, anil  Ihero  only  for  a  few  seconds. 

When  the  moon's  track  happens  lo  lead  her  lo 
pass  exnclly  between  Ihe  sun  and  the  earth,  Ihe  stin 
is  cendo/li;  eelipsctl.  If  the  moon  at  the  lime  hap- 
pens lo  be  in  that  portion  of  her  orbit  which  is  near- 
est lo  the  sun,  she  is  so  remote  from  the  earth  that 
her  disc  is  smaller  than  Ihe  disc  of  Ihe  sun  to  our 
view,  and  consequently,  when  exactly  belwecn  us 
and  Ihe  sun,  a  small  circle  of  the  sun  is  seen  all 
round  ihe  moon,  and  Ihe  phenomenon  is  denominated 
an  auiiufar  eclipse,  ll,  on  the  contrary,  the  moon 
happens  at  the  time  to  be  in  the  part  of  her  orbit 
nearest  the  carlh,  her  disc  appears  sufficiently  en- 
larged by  the  approach,  to  entirely  obscure  Ihe  face 
of  ihu  sun  when  exactly  between  Ihat  luminary  and 
Ific  earth,  and  Ihe  eclipse  is  then  total.  In  Ihc  ap- 
proaching case,  Ihe  moon  happens  to  be  in  thai  part 
if  her  orbit  at  which  her  disc  appears  to  us  so  nice- 
ly of  Ihe  same  dimensions  as  the  disc  of  the  sun, 
lliat  ohlronomers  riifler  as  lo  the  matter  of  fad,  as 
above  slated.  During  the  remainder  of  the  present 
ceuUny  there  will  he  but  five  eclipses  central  in  any 
pari  of  Ihe  Atlanlic  slates,  viz:  ihose  of  May  26, 
]854,artid  September  29,  1H75,  annular  in  .Vlaasa- 
chusclls,  and  thai  of  October  19,  186.S,  in  the  Caro- 
linas,  whilst  those  of  August  7,  1869,  and  Mav  28, 
1900,  will    be  total    in  North  Carolina  and  \"irginia 
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anioniist  Ihe  vasl  operalior.s  which  aslrunonry  upcii- 
to  coiilemplalion,  no  one  has  ever  impressed  our 
mind  as  more  wonderful,  ninre  inexplicable,  llian 
that  of  the  moon  always  presenting  lo  the  earth  the 
same  porlion  of  her  surface.  Up  to  this  day,  she  has 
continued  faithfully  to  present  to  every  portion  of 
our  gliibe  precisely  the  same  fair  face,  withuut  as  to 
her,  "the  shadow  of  turning,"  as  lo  us.  And  yet,  so 
ungrateful  ore  we,  so  thoughtless  of  her  constancy, 
that  we  stigmatize  her  as  being  "c/miigefi6/e,"— nay, 
we  make  the  phases  which  circumstances  alone  im- 
pose upon  our  senses  in  legard  to  her  appearance, 
a  standing  epitaph  of  disrespect;  "as  changaable  as  the 
moon."  Why,  thoughtless  man  of  the  earth,  from 
the  lime  creation  commenced  its  evolutions  up  lo 
this  day,  so  constantly  has  the  moon,  as  thy  attend- 
nnt  satellite,  revolved  around  its  own  axis  in  precise- 
ly the  same  time  that  it  required  her  to  dance  around 
thee,  that  the  children  of  one-half  of  her  surface 
have  never  yet  seen  the  vast  globe  that  thus  kee|is 
her  in  atiendance.*  If  this  phenomenon  is  wonder- 
ful, in  respect  lo  lis  precision,  il  is  still  more  won- 
derful, D9  well  as  mysterious,  in  respect  lo  its  object. 
Human  conception  is  at  fault,  and  bows  uilh  sub 
missive  deference  to  an  unfathomable  wisdom, — nor 
dares  lo  enquire  why  il  is,  that  half  of  the  intelligen- 
ces in  the  moon  shall  be  debarred  from  the  sight  and 
influences  of  the  earth. 

Inhabilanla  of  the  moon?  Why,  Die  man  is  moon- 
struck! 

Astronomers  have  replied, — gravely  replied,  loo, 
that  it  would  be  irreverent  lo  imagine  that  Divine 
Wisdom  would  have  created  so  many  and  such  vast 
globes,  as  we  see  in  Ihe  heavens,  wilhout  designing 
lo  apportion  them  to  the  uses  of  living  and  jntelli- 
jent  beings.       ^ 

What  a   conception?     How  dating  is  human  vani- 

For  what  was  all  Ihe  measureless  space  made,  in 
which  Ihesc  "yftl  globes"  whirl,  and  in  which  they 
appear  but  the  merest  points  in  the  vision? 

Who  shall  measure  infinities? 

"Unless  lliej  travel  for  sake  of  the  sight. 


.>l    '-•.,•:      .;.  ;-i.  i,    .11     u,  .1  ...  1 I J  I  r,  Ml.  an.:  Vitti  l.iHinhes  I.I  ihi-  Su-quehaniia,  these 

llailroad  company,  "ho,  having  sustained  the  entire  !  canals  may  be  so  damaged  as  lo  he  irreparable  the 
loss  of  their  former  beautiful  fabric  by  fire,  had  miis-  i  present  year.  It  is  a  sad  day  for  the  hopes  of  Penn- 
tered  their  resources  and  directed  their  energies  to  ;  syUania,  and  one  that  we  fear  may  be  fell  by  those 
wards  the  reconstruction  of  Ihe  same  upon  a  more  per-  who  have  placed  dependence  on  her  ability  lo  do 
manenl  plan,  and  have  now  witnessed  the  de-trwcliun   justice  to  all. 

of  their  renewed  labors  by  flood.  It  seems  as  if  the  |  All  communiration  between  Marrisburg  and  the 
elements  hud  combined  against  them.  I  west  side  of  the  Susquehanna  i-  entirely  cut  olT.  and 

A  span  of  a  bridge  is  lodged  against  the,  upper  end  '  must  remain  so  until  the  waters  subside  and  a  ferry 
of  Ihe  island  opposite  here,  which  is  supposed  lo  be  i  is  (jpened.  The  train  of  Ihe  Cumberland  valley  rail- 
a  porlion  of  the  bridge  over  the  moulh  of  Ihe  Junia-  road  arrived  yesterday  morninu  and  aflernoon,on  the 
la,  at  Duncan's  island.  Amid  Ihe  masses  of  floating!  west  side,  and  blew  their  whi5tie«,  but  a  fier  finding 
ice  were  lo  be  seen  fragmenls  of  bridges,  mills,  j  that  all  communicalion  was  cut  (.ff',  they  moved  west 
boats,  fences,  rafls,  haystacks,  and  almost  every  i  again  with  their  loads  of  passengers, 
thing  imagin;iblc.  \      Parts  of  buildings,  water  wheels,  canal  boats,  rafls, 

Tlie  lower  end  of  our  town,  in  the  vicinity  of  Ihe  i  lumber,  logs,  &c.  have  passed  down  on  Ihe  bosom  of 
canal  is  totally  inundated,  and  canoes  were  plying  ihe  flood.  One  canal  boat  was  brought  lo  shore  a 
from  door  lo  door.  Tlie  river  was  at  its  highest  short  distance  below  town,  in  which  were  upwards 
point  about  noon,  being  then  about  21  feel  above  low  ;  of  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour.  The  loss  lo  Indivi- 
waler  mark. — five  feel  higher  than  the  highest  mark  I  duals  as  well  as  lo  the  state,  and  lo  companies,  will 


of  the  oldest  inhabitant.  The  team  of  the  Reading 
mail  coach  in  coming  in  this  afiernoon,  was  obliged 
to  swim  on  the  turnpike  in  order  to  get  upon  the 
Paxlon  creek  bridge,  the  whole  valley  around  the 
creek  being  inundated  by  Ihe  back  water  from  the 
river. 
The  railroad   between  this  and   Middleton  is  used 


in  many  instances  be  severe;  and  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  hundreds  who  ha>e  been  toiling  for  months  in 
preparing  lumber  for  mailtel,  have  been  stripped 
and  left  destitute.  At  present  the  losses  can  only  be 
conjectured,  and  we  hope  they  will  not  equal  Ihe 
presenl  expectations  of  our  coinmunily. 

It  is  feared  that  great  damage  has  also  been  done  lo 
for  boats  instead  of  cars.  Our  town  tias  been  in  a  [  the  Wiconisco  canal  — but  nothing  certain  is  known, 
wonderful  slate  of  excitement  during  the  whole  day.  A  great  portion  of  the  tow  n  of  Purtsmoulh,  nine 
On  the  16lh,  a  letter  from  the  same  place  sajs —  miles  below  Harnsbnrg,  on  Ihe  Susquehanna,  at  the 
'' Harrisburg,  at  the  tune  of  writing,  is  approachable  1  junction  of  the  Swaiara,  is  said  lo  be  under  water, 
on  Ihe  east,  south,  and  west,  only  by  water  commu-  j  and  the  houses  secured  from  flnatiiigaway  by  cables, 
nication,  and,  Mandiiig  on  an  elevated  place,  it  pre- 1  The  Codorus  and  olher  slieansin  Yoik  county 
sents   the  appearance  of  a  town  sinking  into  the  sea  I  were  greatly   swelled,  and  several    bridges  carried 

.lated. 
set  afloat,  and 


of  the  lumber  wi 


-Ihe  houses  in  the  lower  pari  of  it  being  submerged  j  away,  but  no  other  serious  damage 
in  water,  m  some  inslances,  nearly  up  lo  the  second 
story.  The  grounds  about  it,  lower  Ihan  the  main 
part  of  the  town,  are  covered  with  water,  generally 
so  deep  as  to  obliterate  all  traces  of  fences,  bridges, 
and  stream.* 

The  weal  pari  of  the  Harrisburg  bridge,  extending 


At  Marietta  i 
much  of  il  lost. 

The  de^l^uclioll  of  properly  along  Ihe  tributary 
streams  which  empty  into  ihe  Su;quehar.na.  as  well 
as  along  Ihe  burdeis  of  Ihe  river  it-elf,  li^s  been  im- 
mense.    Vast   quanlilies   uf  timhi-r.   luiiiher,   boats, 


SPRING    FRESHET    OF     1846. 

This  freshet  will  be  memorable  m  this  part  of  the 
world.  Snow,  which  had  accunuilaled  lo  llie  deplh 
of  several  feet,  was  rapidly  thawed  by  the  mild  weath- 
er which  conliiiued  frnm  Ihe  8lh  lo  the  12th  msl., 
swelling  the  streams  from  the  mountains  into  fearful 
floods.  On  Ihe  13lh,  these  floods  rapidly  accumu- 
lated by  a  heavy  fall  of  rain.  An  immense  destruc- 
tion ol  property  ensued,  and  no  doubt  some  lives 
have  been  lost. 

The  Ohio  river,  at  Cincinnali,  on  the  13lh,  had 
risen  23  lecl.  At  Wheeling  it  had  thai  dciy  15— at 
Piilaburg  141  feet.  On  the  ITth  there  were  32 
leet  water  in  the  channel  at  Wheeling — 20  feel  at 
Pittsburg,  and'falling. 

The  Potomac  river  was  "full  lo  overflowing," 
and  fears  were  entertained  that  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  would  be  mLilerially  injured.  Ilsustaiiied 
the  Hood  admirably  however,  and  is  again  in  opera- 
tion. 

The  volume  of  water  rolling  over  the  Passaic 
Falls,  N.  Y.,  on  the  16ih,  was  greater  than  had  been 
witnessed  lor  30  years. 

The  Susquehanna  river  swelled  very  rapidly  on 
the  13'li.  At  Hiriisburg  it  presented  a  fearl'ul  ap- 
ptaraiice  before  night-fall.  A  teller  dated  the  15ih, 
Iroin  thence,  says — "About  four  o'clock,  this  morn- 
ing, the  old  bridge,  bel^^  een  this  shore  and  the  island, 
fell  with  a  tremendous  crash  inlo  Ihe  river,  the  dust 
from  Ihe  floor  rising  up  in  a  cloud  which  totally  ob 
scored,  for  a  time,  the  wreck  which  had  been  made. 
About  five  o'clock,  aiiulher  fell,  carrying  with  11  two 
tpaiis  of  the  Cumberland  Volley  Railroad  biidge, 
Ihub  ha  ling  but  one  ^pan  of  the  o  d  biidge,  and  two 
ol  the  new  ones  slunoing  nexl  Ihis  shore.  About  'Ji 
o'clock.  Pi.  M  ,  two  spaiiB  of  ihe  Claike's  Ferry 
bridge,  (al  the  mouth  of  Ihe  Juniata.)  came  floalmg 
dovMi  among  other  wrecks,  which  being  nearly 
whole,  sliuck  agaiuat  ihe  remaining  span  ol  Ihe  old 
bridge,  but  passed  under  Ihe  arch,  alter  being  cnn- 
Bidei-..bly  crushed,  without  moving  il.  Hut  the  re- 
maihiiig  porliuiis  of  the  Cumbeiiand  Vulley  Railroad 
bi  idge  were  carried  wiih  it,  and  both  moved  dovi  n 
togelhi-r.  'I'he  floating  ice  and  timber  gradually  un- 
dermined I'le  pier  vvJiich  supported  Ihe  end  of  ihe 
la^^  span  of  Ihe  old  bridge,  until  il  was  evident  it 
must  give  H  ay,  and  a  cro«d  of  people  watched  it  all 
d;iy  upon  ihe  bank,  until  about  half  past  S  o'clock, 
P.  iVl.,  when  Ihe  upper  liall  of  the  pier  bring  cntiie- 
ly  undermined  and  crumbled  away,  the  span  lullered 
lor  a  moinenl — cracked — leaned  up  stream  —  broke 
— leli,  and  was  carried  away. 


from    the    island    to   the   Cumberland  shore,   is  sull  '  builaings  and  oiher  floalables  were  hroinihl  down  by 
ilanding — but  whether  it  has  sustained  injury  is  yel  ,  ihe  torrent  and    precipilaled    inio    Ihe    Ches^ip.  ak--, 

along  the  shores  ot  winch    lliey   will  be   strewed  fur 
a  hundred  miles  oi   its  lenjilh.     7'tie   niaiU  were  en- 

i    B.illi- 
g  im- 
passable at  Havie  de  Grace. 

The  Tide  Hater  cmal,  has  fsraf^ed  better  Ihan  was 
expected — but   il   will  take  some  time  lo  repair  da- 


unknown. 

01  Ihe  new  Cumberland  Valley  Rai'road  bridge, 
all  Ihe  piers  were  finished  and  four  sp:  ns  uf  the 
frame  work  were  erected  on  them.  Two  spans  of 
j  this  went  just  before  the  Harrisburg  bridge,  and  the 
I  two  olher  spans  were  suept  ofl'by  ihe  Duncan's  is- 
land bridfe  floating  against  it  in  its  descent.  Thus 
the  Harrisburg  side  of  the  river  is  entirely  stripped  of 
all  bridges,  or  vestige  of  Ih.-ni,  Ihe  piers  being  most- 
ly watbed  away,  and  their  places  being  oiily  discern- 
ible by  the  whirl  of  ihe  water  as  it  passes  over  where 
they  were. 

Two  spans  of  the  eastern  end  of  the  bridge  at  Dun- 
can's island,  erected  in  1837 — one  of  Ihe  finest  slruc- 
tures  in  our  counlry,  have  also  been  carried  away  — 
Also,  the  bridge  over  Ihe  moulh  of  Ihe  Juniata,  Irom 
Duncan's  island  to  Ihe  Perry  county  shore;  and  the 
bridge  over  Sherman's  creek  in  the  village  of  Dun- 
canon.     The  dam  across  the  same  stream,  with  the 


lirely   ob-lrucled    between   Philadeluliia  and 
more,  from  the  14lli  to  Ihe  I61I1,  Ihe  Tivcrs  le 


To  what  extent  the  canals  and  railroads  of  Penn- 
sylvania have  sutltred.  is  yel  iimalltrol  unceriainly. 

The  Juniata  rivir  has  nol  been  so  uni:su',<lty  high, 
and  less  injury  has  been  done  alimg  its  banks  than 
was  apprehended.  The  aqueduct  acioss  the  rivet 
stood  well.     This  river  rose  higher  in  1843. 

'Ihe  Schuylkill  region  suflered,  hni  nut  so  sevf  re  ly 
as  ttiat  01  the  Susquehanna.  It  is  siiiipn.-^td  ihai  the 
d.-iniage  10  the  Schuylkill  Navigaiioii  C  inpany's  works 
can  he  ri  paired  lor  (en  or  filteen  ilioi  saiio  doliaig. 

The  Hldso.n  KUER.  Tiie  wurni  r.im  of  die  12ili  and 
xlensive  nail  lactory  and  rolling  niill  at'lhe  same  i  13. h.srtelled  ihe  waters  by  ihe  14lh,^o  ihai  at  Albuny  ihe 
place  has   also  been  canied  away,  and  the  works  of  ]  P"'',l^;f_^  f,"_^7!':f-'=:f ' , ^'"'  "J,  '-."^'"',^'",  -'■'"»  J^ui'^ay 


Fisher  &.  Co.,  are  reported  as  having  suflered  great- 
ly, in  Ihe  destruction  ol  buildings,  machinery,  &c. — 
'I  he  nail  laclory  is  said  to  he  eniirely  destroyed. — 
The  loss  at  this  place  can  scarcely  be  estimated. 

The  inagnelic  telegraph  is  demolished  between  Ihis 
and  Lancaster. 

A  porlion  of  the  Harrisburg  and  Lanceasler  rail- 
road was  swept  away. 

At  Wrightsville,  Ihe  new  tract  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Susquehanna  railroad,  leading  under  the  bridge 
was  set  afloat  on  the  top  of  the  valer,  and  was  only 


Ihe  15th,  Ihe  ice,  piled  up  muuninin  l.ieli,  smiled  and 
moved  (or  about  a  quarier  of  a  mile  down,  carrying  all 
before  it.  Abuui  3  o'clock  il  stone,  a^aiii,  witli  acciiiru- 
luted  velocity.  .About  5  o'clock  it  vvri.s  arresied  in  its 
onward  progress  below  ihe  city,  som.-w  here  near  Cas- 
tleton,  seven  miles  do»  n,  where  it  dwmined  up.  The 
waler  ftoin  tliis  time  began  to  rise  vrrj'  last,  inundaiing 
the  entire  lower  pan  of  the  city,  and  diiving  the  people 
Irom  their  dwelhngs  in  hundreds.  But  few  expected  10 
see  the  water  so  hti;h,  and  hut  liulu  preparation  was 
made  lor  it.  Hundreds  had  reiired  to  re.-i,lo  waki  up  with 
the  water  two  or  three  leet  deep  in  their  dwellii.gs  — 
About  niidnight,  the  water  beyaii   to  ri.-e  wiih  gieat  ra- 


saved  by  rope  lastenings  and  the  loaded  cars  upon  11.  1  pjji,y^  a„j  continued   10  rise   until  about  2  o'clock  on 
1  he  loss   at   Duncannon  Iron  Woiks  at  Duncan's  ;  tjunoay  morning,  when  it  was  at  its  ir.atist  luitihi,  be- 

Maiid  is  estimated  at  §911,000.  '    "  " 

The  bridge  al  the  mouth  of  Sherman's  creek,  de- 
stroyed; the  Susquehanna  division  canal  above  Dun- 


Island  as  l;ir   as  is  known  is  destroyed,  if  not 
entirely  obliterated. 

From  the   high    water  of   the   Juniata,  as  well  as 

the  Susquehanna,  and  a    know  ledge  of  its  efl'ecis  in 

former  floods,  it    is    Uared  thai  the  entire  main  line 

i  of  the  canal  will  be  lendeicd  unnavigable  for  a  great 

part,  if  nol  the  whole   of  the  opening  season;  and  if 

I  Ihe  deslruclioii    by    the   flood  has  extended    up  the 

''We  pa.ssed  Hurrisburj;  iii  the  summer  of  179^,  111 
con. pony  with  one  ol  the  "oldebi  inhubitaiiis,"  a  nuiive 
ot  li.e  di!!tfiet  above  Reading.  We  weie  i.dniuiii(j  the 
(iceiiiiy.  "I  ivnieniher  n  siorv  well.'' said  our  com- 
paiiiuii,  "related  ol  the  man  who  laid  out  Harnsburg  fur 
a  lown.     Whilst  he  was  occupied  111  eiideuvoritig  to  sell 

111! 


■uiR  liehiie,  hem  entirely  ovetiioweu  by  llie  river-  He 
was  u  profane  man,  and  W'lth  a  titiiii  ndv^uH  oah,  aise- 
veiaied,  that  he  could  ^vl  a  hundred  iiien  ;o  swear  tliui 
there  never  had  been  euch  a  flood  as  the  one  alluded  lo, 
betorc,  and  ihat  there  never  would  be  such  anoiher.'* 


IX  inches  higher  than  it  was  in  lh39.  The  poor 
people  living  along  the  dock,  and  111  ihe  several  siicels 
in  the  lov.cr  pan  of  the  city,  have  bren  completely 
drowned  oui,  and  have  siifleicd  greaiiy  from  hunger, 
wei,  and  cold. 

Market  street  Irom  Hudson  street  lo  the  old  railroad 
house  on  the  pasture  w-as  completely  under  water  and 
navigable  fir  I  oats  irom  Huasoii  tircti.  Upon  Hum- 
liioti  street,  above  Union  street;  up  Ljdms  tiieel  lo 
wi  hin  a  few  rods  ol  Cieen  siicei:  up  ."^late  street  to  the 
siciiid  sitrc  lielow  ii.e  cormr  1  I  .Miokct  stnci;  up  Mai- 
deiilane  to  Hioailw  iiv-  In  Kerry  sircct  loth  the  Dutch 
Relornicd  church  tmd  Catlioli..-  .huicli  ueie  llooded, 
and  the  waier  up  lo  Franklin  stretl.  I'cuil  .'Ucei  was 
under  wuierat  the  corner  of  Arch  siiiel,  and  also  at 
the  south  did  where  tile  railroad  lormerly  crossed.  The 
Bell. lelieni  read  was  ihrce  feet  and  more  under  waler. 
The  island  bi  low  ihc  cilv  was  eniiiely  cfivercd.  Up 
about  ihe  Liiilc  Basin  Ijundrtds  were  driven  irein  their 
lorm  as  lown  lots,  some  one  oojecied  thai  11  was  not  dwellings,  and  were  forced  to  seek  refuge  in  iheir  gar- 
uiiuble  place  10  build  u  town,  lor  it  had  within  a  lew    rets. 

A  number  of  grocery  stores  in  the  lower  part  ot  the 
city  will  lose  iheir  all— not  having  made  piepnrolions 
tor  so  gleal  a  fl.jod.  'Ihe  freshet  wili  be  «  severe  blow 
10  the  poor.  The  Columbia  sirecl  bridge  is  nearly  de- 
itroyed  by  the  ice  which  banked  up  against  it  and  car- 
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^ttL""/'^!  °"'^^'u  T'l^  SJiate  nreel  bridge  is  so  batlly  I  Pfeister,  who  is   on   hoirl.     The  folio 


vere   fenl    honie  as  prisoners  in   Iho 


lowin?  per»on<  |  ed  on  the  ground  tier,  ond  a  tier  of  ca«ks  containing 
;.  lu     I,    I    u       ■„         V    „    ,,       •  .  1}    W.— J.  M.  I  spirits  were    placed  over  thent.      They  were  Ihcn  i,i- 

was  in  ,),e  bnsemenis  as  high  np  as  Pearl  '  xk  H^mil'on.  \/J*^""'^'. ^"''  )■  •»•  Shuto—  ,  n»med  that  Iht  xessd  loa,  going  lo  KMnda  to  load  loith 

it  «a«  never  seen  before  '^°"    They  were  taken  bj  H.  B.  M.  fnealc  Pe;i(/op£   from    stares.  ' 


daniagfd,  ihai  we  shall  have  to  have  a   ne"v  one.     It 
past  repairing, 

Th. 
street,  _  _ 

Greenbu-h  on  the  oppusiie  side  of  the  river,  is  entirely 
under  vin'er- 

The  water  wa«  within  ahont  an  inch  coming  into  the 
first  floor  of  the  Etigle  Tavern. 

A  yrent  nniiiher  of  poor  persons  had  to 'aUe  shelter 
with  their  faiiiilies  and  aoqauinlances  in  the  upper  nan 
of  the  citv. 

Several  tn-rchaiits  along  the  dock  have  siiirereil  verv 
severely.  Vast  quantities  of  tea.  su2ar,  flour,  and  jiro- 
duce  of  all  kind:  '       ■ 

the 
d 
hea 


steamer  Cacique,  enprafed  in  slav 

Officers  and  crew  of  the  Jaiiicstoirn  all  well. 


Official  account  of  the  cojifurc  of  the  slave  ship  Pom. 
V.  S.  ship  Yorktmrn. 
Knhind,,,  f.lfncn,)  Dec.  IG,   184.5. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  address- 
ed a  letter   lo  yon  on  the  30lli  iillimo.  Riviiip;  nn  ac- 
count of  the  rapture  of   the  American  barque  Pot 


bev-eral  canal  boats  in  the  basin  were  crushed  Seainst 
the  State  street  bridge  and  sunk.  T>vo  or  three  fl  .aied 
(  own  ilie  strcini.  Vast  qaantiiies  of  lumber  floated 
down  past  the  city. 

The   .VIerrimace  and  Little  river,  at  Haverhill.  |  come  lo  my  knowledge 
biinday  iiigli',  having  lieco'no  dammed  up  by  hu"p  piles        '""'     ~ 
ol  ice,  ro--e  to  a  areai  heiijhi.  fl,>,.di.i2  streets,  tilling  the 
lower  stories  of  houses,  carrying  off  work  shops,"  and 
tloainig  away  Little  River  bridge  which  was  completciv 
denvilished. 

'I'ltE  Co.v.sECTicuT  RIVER,  ro5e  ab.out  ei"ht  fiet  on  Sa- 
turday, and  tlie  ice  was  moving  duwii  the  "Tonni  with 
ereat  rapidity.  The  aqueduct  .d  ihe  Eri.>  canal  at 
Uri.skany  was  parllv  ,'HsT)>ed  on  Saturday,  and  the 
railroaii  -rack  in  iliii  viriniv  was  covered  wiih  ice, 
limber,  &.c.  All  tiie  bridges  over  the  Oiiskanv,  It  a 
distance  of  sixteen  miles,  carried  away. 

-At  Bcffalo,  the  creek  rose  rapidly  on  the  evenin  '  of 
the  i  4ih,— the  ice  gave  way.  and  swepi  down  the  stre'am 
wiih  great  rapidiiy  and  force,  and  cru'^hin.' everything- 
in  Its  wiy.  Between  Ihe  foot  of  Main  street  and  the 
15  or  20  canal  boais  which  were  coiiijiletely 


On  their  arrival  at  the  latter  place,  the  spirit  wa« 
kept  on  board  until  a  few  days  before  Berry  gave  up 
Ihe  command,  covering  up  the  water  casks  In  order 
to  elude  the  suspicions  of  any  rruiser.  For  twenty 
days  did  Berry  wait  in  the  road-stead  of  Kabinda, 
protected  by  the  Aug  of  his  country,  jel  closely 
watched  by  a  foreign  man  of  war,  who  was  certain 
of  his  intenlions;  but  the  Imlaot  that  cruiser  is  com- 
pelled to  withdraw  for  a  few  hours,  he  springs  at 
the  opportunity  to  enrich  himself  and  owners,  and 
disgracing  the  flag  which  had  protected  him. 

As  we  are  shorl-handcd.  I  have  shipped  those 
men,  much  to  their  gratification,  who  came  out  as 
passengers  in  the  Pons  from  Rio  to  Kabinda,  in  or- 
der  that  their  testimony  may  be  taken  should  Berry 
be  in  Ihe  United  States  on  our  return,  and  commit- 
ted for  trial.  I  have  I mded  the  balance  of  the  prize 
The  Pons,   under  the  command  of  .lames  Herrv-  :  ""'^  ,  "^'   "J"'   '''*  "fplio"  "f  one   who  died  of 

was  at  anchor  at  Kabinda  for  about  twenty  days  he- j  ^^-^     '^''"  ^  ''**'  "^J"  =''^""'  '"'  <=*™''  ""   ""oafd  lh'» 

fore  she  took  on  board  the  slaves,  during  w'hinh  time ''    i'''i  „       ,i,     i  .    i, 

she  was  closely  watched   by  her  Britannic  majesty's  1      '   ''Y«."'<'   lienor  lo  be,   sir,   with  much  respect, 

brig   Cygnet,    Commander 'Lnyton.      At  about  nine  i  J'""""  "'"='^"""«'''';;"f-. 


relieve  them  from  their  miserable  confinement,  that 
it  was  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  a  more  particu- 
lar account  of  thii  vessel.  I  will  no  V  endeavor  to 
do  so,   and  also   slate  some  lacls    which  have  since 


o'clock  on  the  morning  nf  the  ii!)lh  November  the 
C>gnet  got  under  way  and  slood  to  sea.  Immediately 
Berry  gave  up  Ihe  ship  lo  Gallano,  who  commenced 
getting  on  hoard  Ihe  water,  provision',  and  slaves; 
and    so  cspeditioiis  were    they  in   their    movements. 


CM-\S.  H.  BELL,  Commandrr. 
To  the  Hon.  George   Bamcrofi, 

Secretary  of  Ihe  novy  of  the  Vuiled  Stales, 
\  H'ashinglon  city. 

JVniin/  monument. — A  beautiful   monument,    to  be 


that  at  eight  o'clock  that  evening  Ihe  vessel  was  un- i  P'^'""''   o"""'   'he  remains  of  Capt.   E.  R.   Shtibrick, 
der  way,   having  embarked   nine  hundred   and  three  ;  ""^'^ '''<"'' s^ont  two  years  ago,  on  board  Ihe   U.    S. 


I  slaves.  Instead  of  standing  directly  lo  sea,  she  kept 
in  with  the  coast  during  the  nitjht.  At  daylight 
they  were  off"  Kacongo,  about  twenty  five  miles  to 
the  of  north  Kabinda,  when  Ihey  discovered  the  Cyg- 
net in  the  offing-     They  immediately  furle<l  all  their 


■ails,  and  drifted  so  near  the  shore, 'that  thn  negroes  '  nKJuument  is  to  be  taken. 


frigate  Columbia,  at  liio,  has  been  finished  in  B.iston. 
The  iTionumenl  was  made  by  orderof  the  otricers  and 
crew  of  the  Columbia,  to  whom  Capt.  S.  had  en- 
deared himself  by  his  many  excellent  qualHies.— 
Capt.    S.    was  buried  in  Cliarleslon,    and  thither  th? 


lined    the    beach,    in    hopes  of  a  shipwreck.     The 


M'lppointii 


-The    Norfolk    Herald    states    that 


denmlished ;  and  Ihe  steamers  United  Siaies.  Wisconsin 
Chaiauque,  Frankfort,  Indian  Queen,  and  two  or  three 
others  were  greatly  injnrcd.  About  twenty  scn„onprs 
were  also  severely  injured  and  some  of  theifi  destroyed. 

OOti-  Z  °,r:'k:::'^d:^:"ll^ui.!^:^^V!enZ  *'°"''    ''"'Iri'"!,  '^'f  u'"''r  ""•''  r"."*'""'  -"^''.  R""'-  ,  C^-Ptam    Lavalene   ha,- been'"appointed  to   the  com 

Ah  -„t    14  tmles  ensi  ol  Ro.-hester'a  lar<^e  nnriinn  of    '"^        ■'  discovered,  they  set  their  low-  ,  mand  of  the  navy  yard  at  Memphis,  Tenn 

the  railroad  emb  inknent.-M  fen  wide  at  the  top  40  ^'"-="'5  to  order  to  clear  the  shore,  and  as  the  Cyg- i  Tht  Ocean  steamers.— Tie  Tribune  says:— "The 
at  ihe  bniiom,  and  2.5  feet  deep,— has  becii  waslicd  I  "^' '''"^"^  °"'™'^  "'"'''"''■  ""^^  ^'^'^■'*^'"ds  set  their  :  committee  of  scientific  gentlemen  who  went  on  lo 
away  by  the   Ireshci.     Several   bridges,  dams,  &c.,  had  '"^'^  r.^--    .-  -  .-         „  .  ... 


been  carried  off  in  .\I.inroe  i 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


EXECUTIVE     JOURNAL. 
APPOl.VTMF.NTS  BT  THE    PRESIDE.S'T- 

Cit  nnci  jcilh  Ihe  adfice  and  consent  of  Ihe  Senate. 

Burrington  Anthony,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Rliode  Island,  vice  Sylves- 
ter Hartshorn    removed. 

Samuel  J.  .Masters,  of  Xew  York,  lo  be  consul  of 
the  United  States  for  the  port  of  Uemarara,  m  Brit- 
ish Guiana,  vice  iMoscs  Bet.j.imin,  deceased. 

Allen  -VIcLane,  to  be  regi,ter  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  ol  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Plattsburg 
.Missouri,  Irom  the  31st  Alarch,  1846,  vice  James  H.' 
Birch,  whose  resignation  will  take  etfect  on  that  day. 

ARMY    JOPRV 


more  lofty  ones.  Two  days  after  we  captured  her.  :  Boston  to  inspect  the  C  ,mbria,  previously  to  layine 
Her  crew  consisted  of  Spaniards  Portuguese,  Bra- j  the  keels  of  four  steamers  this  spring,  have  relurn- 
zilians,  and  some  from  other  countries,  and  although  !  ed.  We  understand  that,  without  waiting  lor  a  con- 
containing  papers,  not  one  American  was  on  board-  '  tract  to  he  completed  bv  congresi,  the  keels  of  two 
As  1  could  not  despatch  her  Ihe  evening  of  her  ;  will  be  laid  down  early  in  the  ensuing  month  and 
capture,  she  kept  company  with  us  that  night.  The  '  most  likely  the  other  two  before  its  expiration  ''' 
next  morning  1  regretted  to  learn  that  eighleen  had  :  The  hiirs  of  Paul  Jojic^.— The  claims  of  these  pcr- 
died,  and  one  jumped  overboard.  So  many  dying  in  sons  to  the  payment  of  cet  tain  sums  of  money  alleg- 
so  short  a  time,  was  acLOunled  for  by  the  captain  in  '  ed  to  be  owed  to  Pace  Jus-es,  are  now  before  con- 
the  necessity  he  had  of  ih.us'iiig  below  all  who  were  gress.  I'hey  have  been  often  before  it,  and  itvvari- 
on  deck  and  closing  the  hatches  when  he  first  fell  in     ous  ways   have  met    with  respectful  notice,    but  no- 


vith  us  in  order  to  escape  detection. 
The  vessel  has  no  slave  deck,  and  upwards  of 


gAl 


ihing  more.     The  conitnittce  on   naval  alTaiis  in  the 
house,  has  recently  reported,  it  is  understood  unani- 


hundred  and  fifty  were  piled,  almost  in  bulk,   on  the    mously   in   favor  of  the   acknowledgment  of  these 


water  casks  teluw;  these  were  males;  but  forty  or 
fifly  females  were  confined  in  one  half  of  the  round 
house  cabin  on  deck,  the  other  half  in  the  cabin  re- 


The    report  sets  fiTtli    the  nature  of  the=e 
claims,   authenlieales  them  beyond  cavil,  and  enfor- 
by  a  brief  sketch  of  the  brilliant  career  of 


maining  for  the  use  of  the  oflicers.     As  the  ship  ap- :  the  hero  during  our  revolulion.     To  the  evidence  of 
peared  lo  be  less  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  it    their  justice,  nothing  need  be  added,  and  it  is  hoped 
secme(l  im^possible  thai  one  half  could  have'liveil  to    that  congress  under  the  inspiration  of  some  good  an- 
Aboiil  two  hundred  filled  up  the    gel,  may    bo  moved    to  postpone    the  gratificalion  of 


1  cross  the  Atlantii 


T/if  <(f„m  ,„,/™,7;    ,  r    r^^  ,u  „    ^prJeck  ahme,    when  they  were  permitted    to  come    one  or  other  of  their  d.irling  sins,   just  lor  the  single 

S    cnver  i'lb'on,  owncd  by  the  U.  I  up  from  below,  and  yet  the  captain  assured  me  that  i  session,   and  so  provide   means  for  paying  the  debts 

a.   government,    was  cunsuiiied    by  fire   on  the  12th  J  it  was  his  intention  to  have  taken  four  hundred  more  'due    to  a  great  .iian    for    illustrious  services    in  tha 
ult.     It    IS  supposed  that    It  caught  from  the  fires  in     on  board  il  he  could  have  spared  the  time.  cause  of  our  independence 

the  drvtlifr    rrinir*      tvhoru   l.i.nk.,.     ...„„    ■      .     .-         i         ,^.  .  .     .  .      .         '  .  .  ,.,.        ^  -    ..    '^.     . 


the  drying  room,  where  lumber' was  seasoning   for 
the  new  works.    It  was  worth  some  §12,000  or  <515,- 
[Arkansas  Intel. 


000 


naval    journal. 
Slavers  captured.— inn  ihip  Panther,  prize  to  the 
United  Stales  ship  lo,/,;oini.  the  arrival  of  which  at 
Charleston  was  noticed    in  our  last     w 
Providence,    R.  I.,   but  being  blown' ofl'  the 
tha    late   gale,  put    into    Cnarieston.     The  Panther 


The  stench  Irom   below  was  so  great  that  it  was        The  fate  of  Paul  Jones,  living  and  dead,  ha:  been 
npossible   to  stand  more  than  a   few  moments  near  '  a   strange   and   a  hard   one,  and   coniains  as   many 


hatchways.     Our  men  who  went  below  from  cu-  *  items  of  injustice   as  ever  fell  to  one  man's  lot. 

riosity,  were  forced  up  sick  in  a  few  minutes;  then  Among  the  foremost  and  most  devoted,  he  plunged 
all  the  hatches  were  oH'.  What  must  have  been  the  mlo  the  struggle  of  our  revolution,  and  threw  into 
siiflering  ol  these  poor  wretches   when  the   hatches    the  common  lieasury   a  soul  as  heroic,  as  adventur- 

were  closed-'     I  am  informed  that  very  often  in  these    ous,  as  exhaustless  of  resources  as  ever  lived, end. 

was   bound  for  [  cases,  the  stronger  will  strangle  Ihe  weaker;  and  this    less  labor — and    money  to  Ihe  last  dollar  of  ins  for- 

oast  in  :  was  probably  the  reason  why  so  many  died,  01  rather  ;  tune.     The   only   naval   officer   in    the  service  who 

re  found  dead,    the  morning  alter  the  capture. —    shewed  the  intuitive  genius  of  a  great  chief,   he  not 


01  slaving;  prize  master,  Lieut.  W.  Cnandler.  ,.,„= 
sailed  Irom  Monrovia,  6ih  Nov.  for  N.  York;— 3Uih 
Nov.,  captured  A.nerican  bjrque  Pons,  Capt.  Gal- 
lano, tP.,rtuguese,;  with  900  slaves  on  tiuard,  sent 
her  to  iVlonrovia  to  land  the  negroes,  Lieut.  R.  C. 
Cogdeil,  prize  master. 

S-ihr.  Jiabert  lyUson,  (of  Baltimore.)  Lieut-  Chip- 
man,  oomruai.dinj,  3S  days  from  Port  Praya,  prize 
to  U.  S.  ship  Jaiiijj/oum,  supposed  to  be  engagtd  in 
the  slave  trade,  sent  to  the  U.  S.  for  trial,  arrived  at 
Charleston,  S-  Carolina,  on  the  lllh  .Mjreh,  lat.  24, 
21,  long.  37,  13,  spoke  sthr.  Curlew,  9  days  from  N. 
Xurk,  with  loss  ot  bulwark  and  ether  damage.  The 
K.  .V.  was  formerly  under  the  command  of  Captain 


gh  there  are  strong  circumstances  against  Ber-  '  v.  tiole  time  in  advance  to  the  Congress  for  monc7 
ry,  tlie  late  master  of  the  "Puns,"sufficieiit  to  induce  [aid  out  m  repairing  his  ships  and  feeding  his  crew. 
me  to  detain  hiin,  if  I  should  meet  with  hitn,  yet  1  From  time  to  time  he  occupied  himself  in  givin- t.j 
fear  neither  he  nor  his  employers  can  bi-  reached  by  j  the  navy  dcpartmciit  his  views,  full  of  sound  se'njs 
our  present  laws.  He  «  iil  no  doubt  ii.akc  it  appear  ami  comprehensive  system,  of  the  organization  of  the 
that  the  "Pons"  was  bsyoiid  his  control  when  the  ,  navy,  lint  while  time  has  confirmed  his  views  and 
slates  were  brought  on  board.  Yet,  from  the  testi- '  led  to  their  adoption,  il  was  not  till  the  world  bad 
mony  of  the  men  »ho  catne  over  from  Rio  as  p;'»-  [  forgotten  who  was  their  author, 
sengers,  there  is  no  doubt  the  whole  affair  was  ar-  1  But  the  most  heinous  wrong  done  to  Paul  Jones  ja 
ranged  at  Rio  between  Burry  and  Galana  before  the  '  fouml  in  the  popular  notion  of  his  character,  which 
ship  sailed.  Tnese  men  state  that  the  first  place  j  seems  lo  have  been  borrowed  from  the  coarse  slan- 
tliey  anchored  was  at  Onin,  near  the  river  Lagos,  in  ders  of  the  British  press,  what  time  he  frightened 
Ihe  Bight  of  Benin;  here  Ihey  discharged  a  portion  Ihe  isles  from  their  propriety,  and  put  Alisiress  Brit- 
of  their  cargo,  and  received  on  board  a  nuniirr  <tf\  tannia  in  a  paroxysm  of  terror  and  rage.  Fur  halt  a 
hogsheads  or  pirtijilttd  irtt/i  u;ater.     These  were  flow. '  century   be  existed  in  the  popular  mind  as  little  bot- 
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ter  than  a  ^uc-e'-'srul  rufEoo— a  *iiiT  fcrocinu;  javac;?, 
•with  a  diabolical  eye,  whose  voice  in  battle  was  that 
of  an  enraged  tiger,  whose  soul  exulted  in  killing 
men,  sinking  ships,  and  burning  towns.  The  friend, 
correspondent,  and  companion  of  Franklin,  a  ruffian! 
The  idolized  hero  of  the  court  of  Versailles,  a  sav- 
»ge!  Never  was  there  a  more  rascally  caricature. 
Paul  Jones  was  a  slender  man,  delicately  moulded 
and  organized,  handsome,  courtly  in  manners,  with  a 
great  lovo  of  refined  society  and  with  qualities  to 
adorn  it,  given  to  writing  poetry,  and  as  distinguish- 
ed through  life  for  his  humanity  as  his  heroism.  And 
if  we  consider  that,  excepting  the  lion  courage  and 
intuitive  genius  that  God  gave  him,  he  was  in  all  re- 
spects absolutely  a  self-made  man, — the  refinement 
of  his  manners,  the  cultivation  of  his  mind,  his  com- 
prehensive and  profound  knowledge  of  his  profession 
and  his  power  of  developing  his  ideas  in  logical  or 
der  and  with  rare  clearness  of  expression,  will  seem 
scarcely  less  marvellous  than  the  successful  daring 
of  his  action.  We  cannot  find  in  all  naval  history  a 
hero  with  higher  and  more  various  claims  to  admira- 
tion than  John  Padl  Jones. 

But  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  he  is  some- 
thing more.  He  is  their  first  naval  hero — he  more 
than  any  other,  deserved  to  be  honored  as  the  found 
er  of  our  navy  and  the  fdunl  ()f  its  in'^piration — the 
tutelar  genius  of  our  wooden  walls.  He  first  show- 
ed that  success  was  possible,  and  so  unexpected  and 
astounding  was  the  proof,  that  all  Europe  rung  with 
the  capture  of  the  Sernpis,  as  if  it  had  been  the  do«  n- 
fjll  of  an  empire.  It  was  in  fact  the  birth  of  a  rival 
to  the  proud  mistress  of  the  ocean.  Such  is  the  man 
to  whose  memory  the  congress  of  the  United  Stales 
are  called  on  to  do  simple  justice. 

[Charleston  Mercury. 

INDIAN     JOURNAL. 

A  company  of  United  Slates  dragoons  has  been  or- 
dered to  Fort  Crawford,  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  Win- 
nebago Indians,  who  are  reported  to  be  a  great  an- 
noyance to  the  inhabitanis  of  Wisconsin.  Captain 
Allen's  company  of  dragoons  has  been  ordered  to 
Fort  Leavenworth,  with  instructions  to  see  to  the 
removal  to  the  Kansas  country  of  all  the  Sac  and 
Fox  Indians  who  have  not  gone  thither. 

Clergymen  educated  at  West  Point. — A  train 
of  reflections  which  we  have  neither  space  to  inserl 
nor  leisure  to  pen,  but  many  of  which  will  readily 
occur  to  other  minds,  was  awakened  upon  perusal 
of  the  following  paragraph: 

"The  Portsmouth  Churchman,  gives  the  following 
list  of  Episcopal  clergvmen  who  received  their  edu- 
cation at  West  Point:— Right  Rev.  Bishop  Polk,  of 
Louisiana;  Revs.  N.  Sayre  Harris,  of  N.  York;  .M. 
P.  Parks,  West  Point,  New  York;  Roswell  Park, 
Poinfrel,  Connecticut;  George  A.  Sterling,  Hunting- 
ton, Connecticut ;  W.  C.  Hackley,  Col.  College;  W. 
N.  Pendleton,  Alexandria,  D.  C;  George  Wood- 
bridge,  Richmond,  Virginia;  William  Briant,  Bueh- 
•anan,  Va.  There  are  probably  others  whose  names 
are  unknown.  The  bishop  of  Michigan,  and  Rev. 
1j.  p.  W.  Batch,  were  also  cadets,  but  did  not  remain 
through  the  entire  course." 

American  interests  in  the  river  Plate  — The 
New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says: — 

"The  blockade  which  was  suddenly  laid  by  the 
British  and  French  fleets  on  the  ports  of  the  Argen- 
tine republic,  shut  in  a  large  amount  of  American 
property.  A  memorial  is  in  circulation,  praying 
our  government  so  tar  to  interfere  as  lo  propose  to 
the  goveininciits  by  whose  order  the  blockade  was 
imposed,  so  far  to  modify  it  as  to  allow  American 
citizens  to  send  vessels  in  ballast  and  bring  away 
their  properly.  The  war  between  ihe  allies  and 
Kosasuill  last  perhaps  for  years,  and  come  lo  no 
thing  at  last;  and  as  the  government  of  England 
avows  this  war  as  one  for  peace  and  trade,  there 
would  probably  be  no  real  objection  to  Ihe  measure. 
The  ditficulty  is  to  create  so  much  inlerest  about  the 
matter  as  to  attract  the  necessary  notice  of  the  van 
0U3  governments.  'J'lie  opinion  of  the  various  cham- 
bers of  commerce  of  our  cities  would  doubtless  have 
induence  with  our  own  government." 

Navioation  of  tiik  St.  John's,  N.  S. — Timber 
(lulics. —  I  licre  arc  complaints  upon  our  northeast 
border,  in  rclaliun  to  the  manner  in  which  certain 
provi^iuna  of  the  treaty  of  Washington  are  i  oiislrn- 
cd,  In  relation  to  the  navigation  o(  the  Si.  John. — 
The  timber  trade  of  our  citizens  is  said  lo  be  ob- 
slrucled  by  the  construction  maintained  and  duties 
imposed  by  the  British  authorities.  These  coin- 
plaints  occasion  no  little  feeling  in  the  stale  of  Maine. 
At  the  lost  session  of  the  legislature  of  lliat  stale,  the 
senator  liom  Oxford  district  made  an  aolc  report  on 
the  subject,  accuinpanied  by  resolutions  calling  for 
Ihei    inlertererice   of  Ihe    general    Kovprnmenl.     In 


style,  Ihe  rEioluUon-s  were  unsalixfactDry  to  lije 
taste  of  some  of  llie  meinl.er.-,  and  ufu  i  p.,»-iht,  Ihe 
senate,  were  "amended"  in  the  house,  by  striking  out 
the  "indignation"  clause,  and  inserting  more  respect- 
ful language.  This  was  subsequently  ohjecled  to, 
and  the  "indignation"  clause  rc-inserted,  and  the  re- 
solves passed. 

The  lumber  season  is  about  to  recommence.  On 
looking  for  Ihe  eflect  which  was  expected  lo  follow 
this  pungent  representation  from  the  legislation  of 
the  northeast  border  state  to  President  Polk,  it 
would  seem  from  Ihe  documents  laid  before  congress 
— which  proless  to  cmitain  all  Ihe  correspondence  of 
our  governrijent  willi  the  British  government — in  re- 
lation to  Ihe  northeast  boundary  subject,  that  no  no- 
tice is  taken  whatever  of  Ihese  resolutions,  although 
Governor  Anderson,  as  long  ago  as  the  12lh  of  April, 
officially  communicated  them  to  the  president.  The 
Portland  ./Idvertiser,  of  the  14lh,  noticing  the  subject, 
says: — "Nothing  whatever  is  said  about  the  resolu- 
tions. They  are  merely  sent  iiilo  congress,  and  do 
not  appear  even  to  have  been  made  known  to  the 
Briti.-li  mmisttir,  or  to  have  been  the  basis  or  argu- 
ment used  on  any  statemenl  of  our  claim.  In  fact, 
it  does  not  appear  that  anything  whatever  has  been 
done  by  our  government,  on  the  subject  of  Ihe  tim- 
ber duties  since  the  close  of  a  correspondence  i)e- 
tvveen  Mr.  Everett  ami  Lord  Aberdeen  in  December 
1844.  After  that  no  correspondence  occurred  and 
the  resolves  above  named  have  had  no  operation,  ef 
feet,  or  atlenlion." 

S  T  A  1'  E  S     O  !■'     T  f  1  E     UNION. 


Vermont.  Dtfaidliiig  atlorney.  The  legislature  of 
Vermont,  at  its  recent  session,  passed  a  law  that  in 
case  an  attorney  should  fail  to  pay  over  moneys 
collected  by  him,  it  should  be  deemed  a  wilful  and 
malicious  neglect,  and  upon  a  verdict  being  rendered 
against  him  for  the  same,  execution  shuuhi  issue 
against  his  body,  and  he  be  closely  confined  in  jail 
until  the  money  should  be  forllicoming. 

Neiv  York.  Jlgriculiural.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
agricultural  society  on  Ihe  lllh  instant,  it  was  an- 
nounced that  Gardner  C.  Howland,  esq.  makes  the 
liberal  oiler  of  the  use  of  his  fine  farm  of  .300  acres 
at  Flushing,  for  five  years,  as  an  agricultural  farm 
for  the  purposes  of  the  sociely.  A  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed,  and  the  following  conimillee  appointed 
lo  carry  Ihe  noble  project  into  ellbct — Luther  Bra- 
dish,  G.  C.  Howland,  Chancellor  .McCoun,  Shepherd 
Knapp,  A.  P.  Halsey,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Hugh  Max- 
\<ell,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  J.  F.  Sheafe,  S.  T. 
Jones,  James  B.  Parsons,  and  R.  Pell. 

[A".  York  J\Iirror. 

New  Jerset.  Chief  jiMlice,  Henry  W.  Green,  an 
eminent  jurist,  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  the  dis- 
tinguished James  C  Hornblower,  as  chief  justice 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  state. 

Virginia.  Political  parties  are  organizing  for  the 
annual  election  which  takes  place  in  this  state  in 
April. 

Mississippi. — Congressional  Disiricts. — The  legis- 
lature have  at  last  divided  the  stale  into  congres- 
sional districts,  in  confor.'.iily  with  the  laws  of  the 
United  Stales. 

First  District — Composed  of  the  counties  of  Tis- 
liemingo,  Tippah,  Marshall,  De  Soto,  Tunica,  Coa- 
homa, Bolivar,  Tallahatchie,  Sunflower,  Panola, 
Lafavelte,  Pontotoc— 53,544. 

Second  Z)i.sirici— Itawamba,  Monroe,  Chickasaw, 
Yallohusha,  Carroll,  Choctaw,  Oktibbeha,  Lowndes, 
Noxubee— 51,102. 

Third  District— V/inson,  Attala,  Holmes,  Wash- 
ington, Issaquena,  Yazoo,  Madison,  Leake,  Neshoba, 
Kemper,  Lauderdale,  Newton,  Rankin,  Hinds,  War- 
ren—G3,306. 

rourtk  Dis(ric(— Claibore,  Jefferson,  Clark,  Co- 
piah, Simpson,  Wayne,  Smith,  Jasper,  Jones,  Cov- 
ington, Lawrence,  Franklin,  Adams,  Wilkinson, 
Amite,  Pike,  Marion,  Perry,  Greene,  Jackson,  Har- 
rison, Hancock — 57,653. 

Jlppurlionment  of  senalois  and  representatives — The 
bill  fixing  upon  32  senators  and  Si2  representatives 
to  constitute  the  legislature  of  the  stale,  passed  Ihe 
senate  hy  a  vote  of  21  to  11,  and  the  house  by  a  vole 
of  54  to  39,  and  and  has  become  a  law. 

Missouri. —  The  new  conslitutiou  fra;i.cd  by  the 
convention  lately  in  session  in  this  stale,  and  about 
to  be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  Ihe  people  lor  final 
acceptance  or  rejection,  has  some  warm  opponents 
amongst  the  journals  of  the  stale.  The  l^ltun  Te~ 
lc:riiph  denounces  it  m  a  long  article.  Oilier  pa|icrs 
of  the  "majoritj"  ore  equally  sereic  upon  the  pro- 
vinions  of  this  "reform."  As  there  was  so  very  de- 
cided a  nnjuriiy  of  the  ruling  party   in    the  conven- 


tion, vv"  did  n?l  expec!  such   hoslilityt'o  'he  CmicIu- 

The  St.  Louis  Rtpulilicun,  (whig)  considers  the  case 
as  presenting  to  the  people  merely  a  choice  of  evils; 
the  new  constitution,  without  being  at  all  satisfacto- 
ry, is  somewhal  better,  they  think,  than  Ihe  old  one 
and  therefore  they  go  l^or  it. 

Louisiana — The  seat  of  government,  according  to  a 
provision  in  the  nev  conalitition,  is  prohihiled  from 
being  located  wilhin  eighty  mile-  of  New  Orleans, 
at  which  place  it  has  heretofore  been  located.  The 
legislature  have  passed  an  act  nliich  provides  for  its 
removal  accordingly  to  Baton  Rovge,  from  and  after 
the  1st  of  January, '1849. 

In  Ihe  lower  house — The  question  of  removal  of 
the  seal  of  government  has  given  rise  lo  a  good  deal 
of  merriment.  Mr.  Moise  opened  Ihe  game  by  of- 
fering *gifl  of  oyster  shells  to  build  Iho  capitol  if  it 
should  be  located  at  Ihe  Balize.  Mr.  Lybns  follow- 
ed il  up  with  a  memorial  in  favor  of  Funlania,  a  fa- 
mous place  somewhere  in  Louisiana,  whose  noble 
avenues  and  magmticent  streets  were  to  bear  the 
names  of  distinguished  members  of  Ihe  house;  so 
says  Ihe  N.  O.  JeHersonian.  "The  speech  of  Mr. 
Bullitt,  in  support  of  this  memorial  is  one  of  the  best 
jen  de  fsyirifs  we  have  ever  read,  lis  quaint  humor 
set  tliS  house  in  a  roar  and  has  kept  the  city  in  a 
broad  grin  al]  day." 

Secretary  of  state — Zenon  Ledoux,  jr.,  was  on  the 
7lh  of  Feh.  appointed  by  Gov.  Mouton;  vice  R.  C. 
Nicolas,  resigned. 

'lite  legislature  assembled  at  New  Orleans  on  the 
9th  of  Febr.,  fur  the  first  time  under  the  new  coii- 
stitution. 

The  Senate — Felix  Garcia,  E'q.  (whig),  president 
pro  tern.,  in  the  absence  of  the  lieul.  governor. 

The  Home— Mr.  Randall,  (loco,)  was  elected 
speaker,  Mr.  Corccm,  editor  of  ihe   Delta,  reporter. 

A™  Oi7ca)is  ci/i;  e/tr(ion,  takes  place  on  the  first 
i  Monday  in  April.  The  eslension  of  suffrage  under 
]  the  reform  constitution  will  occasion  a  inucfi  larger 
vote  than  ever  has  been  taken  before.  Parties  are 
marshalling  for  the  contest.  The  present  mayor, 
M.  Montegu,  il  is  slated  will  be  a  candidate  for  re- 
election, vvtiether  iiomiitated  by  his  pari)  or  not. — 
A.  D.  Grossman  has  been  proposed  as  the  whig  can- 
didale. 

Illinois. —  The  Jimerican  Bottom  is  nearly  lUO  long 
and  several  miles  bioad.  Every  acre  of  it  has  the 
richest  kind  of  soil  and  is  capable  oi  producing  the 
very  heaviest  crops.  This  immense  tiottoiii  being 
opposite  to  St.  Louis,  is  always  within  striking  dis- 
tance of  a  goou  market.  But  still  a  large  portion 
of  ihis  exuberant  soil  is  not  cultivaled.  Its  uncom- 
mon fertility  and  its  convenience  to  maiket  should 
form  an  inducement  to  enclose  and  cultivate  a  much 
larger  portion  of  this  vast  bottom.  A  better  stale 
of  information  as  to  the  condition  of  its  advantages 
would  cause  a  very  gieat  increase  of  its  population, 
and  add  much  to  its  agricultural  produce. 

[St.  Louis  Era. 

The  Mormon  Temple  al  Aoiitiuo,  on  Saturday 
the  28lh  of  Febiuary  was  so  crowded  by  people 
to  hear  the  last  sermon  of  "the  Saint  Brigham 
Young,"  previous  lo  his  departure  lor  Ihe  western 
wilds,  that  the  timbers  gave  way  with  a  crash — and 
a  tremendous  rush  ensued,  iu  which  numbers  vere 
hurt  but  none  killed. 

Emigrants  lo  Oregon — The  Oregon  territory — The 
name  of  Oregon  is  derived  from  oregano,  the  Spanish 
word  for  wild  marjoram,  the  oreganuni  vulgarc  of 
Liniiajus,  which  grows  abundantly  in  the  western 
parts  of  the  American  continent,  and  particularly  in 
the  disputed  territoiy. 

Orfgoii— The  brig  Henry,  from  Newburyport, 
sailed    a  few  days  since  for  Columbia  River,  direct. 


lo  carry  out  a  reinforcement  for  the  settlement  in  the 
valley  of  Ihe  Wallamelte.  A  second  cabin  has  been 
filled  on  the  brig,  ami  heraccominu.lations  are  equal 
to  those  usually  found  iii  a  ship  of  three  limes  her 
tonnage.  She  takes  out  eighteen  passengeis,  twelve 
males  and  six  females;  and  her  cargo,  consisting 
of  every  conceivable  Yankee  notion,  is  valued  at 
glSUOO. 

rho  ship  Brooklyn  left  N.  York  a  few  davs  since 
with  emigrants  for  Oregon,  'i'liere  were  175  pas- 
sengers, composed  of  men,  women  and  cliildien, 
principally  larmers  and  niechanii:s  Irom  llie  New 
Engla;id  Stales,  'fhey  carry  with  ihem  their  tools 
and  farming  utensils.  The  whole  expense  of  the  voy- 
age will  be  lo  each  passenger  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars. 

Ai.AUAMA.— Bitmiin/  sessions  of  the  ifirij/i'lurc— The 
bill  lor  altering  tl'c  c.-nslilution  so  as  lo  liuKi  bien- 
nial instead  of  annual  sessions  of  the  legislature, 
passed  al  Ihe  previous  session,  has  been  cunlirwed 
al  the  present  3fS"ioii  and  no.v  goes  into  operation. 
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ARKANS43.  Stale  debt.  The  Helena,  (ArkansDi)  I  nearly  half  round  the  bordcrofOhin.rineofIhe  richest  |  We  had  hoped,  that  the  celebrated  Maysville  road 
SliieU  states  the  debt  of  Arkansas  to  be  about  J, 3,-  |  iigricultui'al,  and  t!iosl  populous  states  in  the  union,  veto  of  general  Jarlison  had  gi?en  a  quietus  to  Iho 
500,000,  cnnlends  that  Ih;  debt  on  the  interest  can-  j  It  forms  a  border  for  a  portion  of  western  Pennsyl  lalal  principle  of  internal  improvements  by  the  go- 
not  now  be  paid,  and,  with  what  it  calls  "a  spirit  vania  and  the  whole  of  western  Virginia,  lo  which  it  nerul  governnient.  What  was  our  surprise,  then  to 
of  selfoacrificin^  honor,"  recommends  tliat  the  le  |  is  as  important  as  Ihe  Atlantic  is  lo  the  eastern  sec- '  see  a  ivlii;;  member  of  congress  coolly  arjui'.,  that  ho 
gislalure  pr.>|io«e  "lo  Ihe  creditors  or  said  slate  of  j  tion  of  the  stale.  It  bordirs  the  whole  of  ihc  nurlli  i  was  in  favor  of  ihat  veto,  but  it  applied  only  to 
Arkansas,  that  ihey  cancel  Iheir  present  evidi-nces  i  of  Kentucky,  and  the  south  of  Indiana  ami  Illinois,  j  "local"  impiovenients,  and  not  to  "the  great  Ten- 
of  liability,  and  receive  in  place  thereof,  stale  bonds,  j  Its  irade  is  therefore  of  vast  importance,  not  only  to  j  ne.flec  river!"     If  this  "great"  river  be  a  lair  subject 


interest,  payable    in    fifteen  years  from  ,  Ihe  west,  hut  to  the  whjle  country,  and  it  is   there-  j  lor  govcinmciit  favor,  we  cannot  conceive   by  w'liat 
j  fore  well  that  its  frincipal  characteristics  and  quali-    rule  we  should  refuse  appropriations   to  every  river 

1  finalions   for   trade   should  be  understood,  and    that ,  ^ud  creek  in  the  nation. 

Iruly.  'I'here  are  now  upwards  of  lUO  steamboats  |  W'u  hope  that  a  republican  congress  will  not,  in 
plying  on  it,  at  diffcreni  seasons  of  the  year,  mostly  Ihe  moment  of  victory, sacrifice  the  vital  principle 
iiieiisuring  between  one  and  three  hunilred  tunr. —  i  uf  opposition  to  national  internal  improvem'Mits.  It 
There  are,  however,  light  draft  boats  that  can  run  |  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  popular  viice,  and  can- 
wilh  a  fair  freight,  upon  twenty  inches  of  water. —  i  "ot  be  abandoned  without  deep  injury  to  our  cauie. 
This  stage  of  water  is  almost  invariably  found  at  all  |  Admit  the  right  and  duty  of  the  general  government 
points  below  Wheeling:   hut  is  not  always  found  ac-  ;  '"  make   internal   improvements,  and    a  high  tarilf, 


not  heari 
date 

Texas.  Lifii(ennii(  governor.  Gen  Darnal!  de- 
clines to  accept  Ihe  office  of  lieul.  governor  of  Texas, 
to  which  he  has  recently  been  declared  eli'cted, 
unless,  upon  investigation,  he  is  found  lo  have  re- 
ceived a  maj'iriiy  of  the  voles  polled  for  ihat  ofEcc, 
ot  which  there  is  said  to  be  doubt,  if  the  votes  had 
all  been  returned  to  the  legislator 


Judicial  nppointmenls.     The   lion.   J.  Hemphill,  as  C^s^ible  above.     As  proof  of  this  we  can  stale  that  j  national   debt,  consolidation,  and   all   other   federal 
'  there  were  sixty-six  days  during  the  last  summer,  in    hcrcsi.'s,  will    follow  as  the  natural  and   inevitable 

which    no   boat   allempted    lo  go  to   Pittsburg,  not-    ffuils  of  so  dangerous  a  doctrine." 

willislanding  whirh  there  were  many  which  design- 1  

ed  to  go;  while  there  was  not  a  day  in  which  some  \  Yankek  notions  im  England.  Among  the  articleu 
one  ol  these  boats  inigiil  not  have  run  between  ;  now  exported  largely  to  England,  are  clothes-pinn. 
Wheeling  and   Cincinnali      During  the  past  winter,  ]  (which  are  carried  over  by  hundreds  of  hogsheads), 


chief  justice,  and  .Abiu:r  S.  L'trscomb,  and  the  hon 
T.  Wheeler  have  tieen  appoiu'ed  and  continued  as 
associate  judges  of  the  suiueme  court  of  Texas. 

£»iigTa)i/s.  The  Natcluloches,  (Li.)  Chronicle  of 
the  221  ull.  says— Within  the  last  month  between 
fifty  and  hundred  families  have  passed  through  this 
town  to  Texas.  Tney  are  principally  from  .\labania. 
They  crossed  from  the  Mississippi  at  Natcliez  and 
Rodney.  We  learn  from  some  of  them  thai  they 
will  be  followed  by  a  hundred  other  families  from 
their  immediate  neighbo'-hood.  Whenever  our  na- 
v. gallon  opens  we  may  expect  to  see  our  streets 
every  day  thronged  wilh  emigrants.  They  seem 
mostly  to  be  people  of  substance.  Their  fine  teams 
and  carriages  indicate  their  standing  in  their  former 
homes. 


TRADE  AND  COWMEflCE. 

The  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  is  a  standing  mat- 
ter of  dispute  belveen  the  Pillsbwgers  and  Wheel- 
jnyites,  at  least  the  navigilion  of  that  portion  of  it 
which  is  between  tlie  two  places,  and  which  brings 
their  relative  advantages  into  play,  as  lo  position 
for  facilitiling  trade  between  the  east  and  west. — 
The  Wheeling  Ti.nes  of  the  "ih  says— "By  our 
steamboat  register,  it  will  he  seen  that  navigation  is 
just  about  used  up  by  the  iee.  The  Circassian  ar- 
rived from  Cincinnali,  nine  o'clock,  night  before 
last,  reports  a  gorge  of  ice  at  .Middle  Island,  and  also 
at  Peyton's  Island  She  passed  them  Willi  difficulty. 
The  prospect  is  that  no  more  boals  will  arrive  from 
below  for  some  some  days;  and  reports  say  that  the 
river  is  closed  as  far  as  Brown's  Island,  about  .30 
miles  above  this.  It  will  not  continue  so  very  long- 
It  is  notorious  that  during  the  late  suspension  o I"  I 
Davigation  on  the  Ohio,  twice  as  many  boats  were  j 
detained  below  Wheeling  as  there  were  above  it. —  ] 


the  river  has  been  blocked  wiih  ice  beiow  Wlieel- 
ing;  hut  only  on  one  orc:isio;i,  and  then  for  a  sliorl 
lime;  while  between  Wheeling  and  Pittsburg  it  has 
been  closed  half  the  tiuu-  for  the  last  three  months, 
and  during  the  last  ten  days,  no  boat  has  been  able 
lo  etfect  a  passage  to  Pitlsburg,  while  the  river  be- 
low has  been  constantly  open,  and  boats  have  been 
c<mstanliy  running.  This  is  a  condition  of  things 
Ihat  shows,  and  most  conclusively,  to  the  unprejudic- 
ed mind,  tiial  Wheeling  is,  for  all  useful,  steady  pur- 
poses, the  head  of  navigation  oc  the  Ohio— that  it 
is,  albeit  it  sometimes  costs  less  to  send  to  Puts- 
burg,  the  best  and  safest  point  to  which  to  send 
goods,  and  by  far  Ihe  best  point  for  travellers  lo 
land." 

The  question  at  issue  iq  this  dispute  may  possibly 
grow  into  importance  whenever  the  government 
shall  be  prepared  to  define  the  extent  to  which  the 
new  theory  of  Ihe  western  livers  being  "inland 
seas"  is  lo  be  carried  by  the  disciples  oftlial  iiije- 
nious  expedient  for  getting  round  the  diffieulties 
which  the  same  persons  h;id  accumuKitel  in  ob. 
iructions  of  "Internal  improvement"  as  being  un- 
1. 


conslilul 

LoivELL  FACTORIES.  In  thc  auuual  statement  of 
Lowell  factories,  the  number  on  lat  January  last 
was  33  beside  print  works,  and  Ihe  number  of  ipindles 
223,858;  the  capital  was  §10,550.000,  and  the  ave- 
rage wages  of  male  operalives  80  cents  per  diem, 
and  those  of  females  §2  per  week,  both  clear  of 
board.  The  Prescot  company  has  a  capital  of  600,000 
dollars,  and  two  cotton  mills  nearly  ready.  Tlio 
Hamilton  company  have  a  large  mill  nearly  com- 
plete, and  the  Merrimack,  Lowell  and  Middlesex 
corporalions  will  each  put  up  a  large  rr.;ll  this  sea- 
son. In  April,  1845,  the  cotton  mills  of  Lowell  were 
29,  spindles  208,148. 

-Argus  matter  and  all.     If  the  Argus  is  »  PiUsburg  |  construction    of  works    "within    (he  several  stales,  a  1    .V"  ^'''f,''"'l.fl!''     Jt"/ ^,320  female  operatives 

* ■         ■        •         system  of   log-rolling  will   be    set  on   foot,  that  ,v  11!=".' ^°"'='^   "'''T^'''fK^^    ,'''00'?^ 

deslroy  all    sTate    sovereignty,  and    make  Ihe  s..-,te' I  ^""''^y '"=''°^'' ^"'''"  "^ '«^<=h"s  or  scholars;  2,276 

pensioners  and  beggars  at  Ihc  door  of  the  federal  go-  j 

vernment. 


The  "Riclimond  Enquirer"  in  its  leader  of  the  I3lli, 
thus  admonishes  congress  upon  their  appropriations 
in  the  bill  under  discussion. 

"We  hope  that  the  liou=c  of  representatives  will 
pause  before  they  huny  the  government  into  a  wild 
and  exlravagint  system  of  National  Internal  Im- 
provements, violative  of  the  conslilulion,  dange- 
rous to  the  preservation  of  those  "checks  and  ba- 
The  Times  in  a  sneaking  way  talks  about  the  Mo- 1  lances,"  wilhuul  a  scrupulous  observance  of  which, 
nongagela  Slack  .valet,  when  it  is  a  fact  that  during  our  form  of  government  will  be  perverted  to  the 
the  w  hole  lime  the  packeis  run  regularly,  excepi  that  worst  purposes,  and  eminently  calculated  !o  corrupt 
the  Louis  McLane  lost  one  trip."  [Pills.  Gnz.         the  public    morals,     if  we    establish   the    principle, 

"We  tell  vou  that  tue  whole  of  the  above  is  false  '  that  the  national    treasury    is    to  be   drained    for  the 


ivory  and  wood  combs,  augers,  gimlets,  and  cut 
tjcks.  In  all  these  things  we  supply  the  English 
market.  Yet  there  are  a  thousand  other  articles 
which  they  m^ike  cheaper  ihan  wo  do.  The  English 
have  never  made  satinets,  or  cut  nails  of  any  sort, 
except  as  they  have  imported  the  nail  machines  from 
this  country,  and  then  they  have  proved  unable  to 
use  them  successfully. 

Ice  trade.  During  the  eight  months  ending  31th 
January,  1346,  there  were  exported  from  the  port  of 
Boston  22,825  tons  of  ice. — Decidedly  cool. 

Coal  trade.  During  the  year  1345,  there  passed 
through  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal,  from  thc 
Delaware  river  eastward,  372,000  tons  of  coal. 

Canal  boats  boilding  at  Rochester.  Thc  Ro- 
chester .American  says  that  fifty  canal  boats  arc 
building  at  the  difterent  yards  in  that  city,  for  the 
spring  business.  Their  aggregate  value  when  com- 
pleted, will  be  about  g75,000. 


paper  let  it  go  there  and  not  endeavor  here  to  injure 
the  place  in  which  it  is  published.  'I'he  Argus  knew 
or  should  have  known  that  the  river  was  not  closed 
below  Wheeling,  as  the  first  boal  ihalcame  up  broke 
through  with  ease,  and  boats  arrived  daily  from  Cin- 
cinnati; but  our  copy  from  the  wharf  register  settles 
that  matter."  {TitHes. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  b.iats  that  arrived  at 
Wheeling  from  Cinciunali  from  the  18lh  February 
last  to  the  6lh  March.  Il  comprises  the  full  nuiub-r 
of  boals  that  came  up  the  river.  Il  will  be  ;Cen  thai 
one  or  more  arrived  every  day,  while  none  arrived 
from  Pitlsburg.  This,  we  think,  siiows  Ihat  the  river 
was  entirely  closed  above  Wheeling  and  open  be- 
low for  Ihiet  wcelis,  a  fact  thai  often  occurs,  and 
was  last  weelx   admitled    by  the   Pittsburg  Gazette 


church  members;  527  have  been  teachers  in  common 
scools.     They  have  $1,000,000  in  the  Savings'  bank 

„         ..        ,  .  .at  Lowell. 

Opposition  to  Ihe  internn'.  improvement  doctrine,  1  

was  made  one  of  the  ^reai  issues  of  the  last  can  |  Trade  of  Galveston,  Texas.  The  imports  of 
vass.  Mr.  Polk,  a  consisleolly  strict  construcliunisl,  leading  ai tides  and  the  duiies  from  February,  1843, 
and  an  U'lSmching  opponent  lo  this  dangerous  doc-  lo  Xovember,  1844,  and  for  the  last  year  from  Nov. 
trii'.s,  was  elected  to  represent  Ihe  interest  of  the  re   !  1344   i„  November,  1845,  were  as  follows: 


it5elf. 

Februar) 

IS 

Cambria,  retu 

ned  down 

•« 

19 

Mail 

" 

>« 

21 

Monongahtia 

" 

" 

24 

De  Kalb 

" 

" 

24 

National 

" 

'I 

05 

Cambria 

" 

26 

Circassian 

March 

1 

Monongahela 

" 

2 

Circassian 

" 

11- 

2 

Alipuippa 

" 

*« 

3 

llibernia 

•' 

3 

New  England 

" 

4 

De  Kalb 

" 

" 

4 

Finance 

" 

" 

0 

Cambria 

TheP 

itsburg 

Gaz'lle  says— 

IMPORTS    or    TEXAS. 

Feb.   1842  /o    .\'oci.  1844  to 

Nov.  1S44.     Nov.   1845. 


Spirits, 
'  Wine, 
Tobacco, 


Groceries. 
.Merchandi 


27,760  64 

6.897   18 

15,182  18 

37.674  62 

9,791  81 

37,862  78 

8,t76  59 

2.594  67 

126.741  bl 

486  580  74 


37.690  74 
5,203  11 

18,756  09 

39,961  07 
6,218  36 

29,.564  48 

6,494  44 

622  48 

76  602  61 
:)25,.'i60  72 


Of  which 

from  V   S. 

32,856  51 

2,932  2.1 

18,337  l.'t 

39,691  07 

6,213  36 

27,220  13 

5,936  00 

622  48 

74,349  4,-> 

490,006  61 


publican  parly.     And   yet   wc  see    an  attempt  uov 

being  mace    to    voleauay    lor   local    improvements 

millions  of  money    taken  from  the   pockets  of  the 

whole  people.      We    have  ever   contended,  that  the 

powers  of  the  general  governmeal  were  limiled  and 

dearly  defined.    The  republican  doctrine  has  always 

been,  that  slates  and  individualsshould  be  always  lefi  I  Hi  eadstuffH, 

to  the  free  and  unrestrained  management  ol  their  own  I  .VIeats, 

domestic  allairs.    It  is  with  regret,  then,  that  we  see  I  Sugar, 
present  etlurt  in    congres.s  10    thrust   the  hand  of.  Salt, 
j  Ihe  federal    government  into    what  properly  and  ex-    Rice, 
I  clusively  belongs  lo  the  stales.     To  ellect  this  mis- 
chievous object,  cerlai.i    sections  of  counlry  wbieh 
I  need  not  the  aid  of  the  general  government  will   be 
j  compelled  to  pay  unjust  taxes  for  the  coiislruelion  of 
'  improvements    llioiisands  of  miles  distant,  in  which 
j  they  have  not  the  least  interest.  The  iliing  is  wholly 
I  wrong.  The  people  will  be  lieller  oH",  if  thc  govern 

menl  confines  iiself  lo  Ms  own  legitimate  duties,  and 
,'  permits  the  citizen  to  look  afler  tiieir  own  interests. 

For  a  full  development  of  all  the  energies  of  this  re 
'  public,  we    need  nothing    but  just  and  equal    laws,'  souie  of  the  astute  New  York  loco  papers  are  mak- 

and  a  cheap  economical  governmeiil.     tjow  can  we  i  iiig  a   great   glorification  over   the   gain   which  Ihe 

obtain  the  latter,  if,  by  I  s}  slcoi  of  l-)g-ridlmg,  enor- '  northern  states  are  to  realize  by  free  trade  with 
"The  Ohio  river  is  one  of  Ihe  most  important  mous  appropriations  be  dealt  out  from  Washington, !  I'exas.  One  hundred  thousand  customers  in  Texas 
svenues  of  trade  in  the  whole  union.  It  passes  from  to  meet  the  manifold  wants  cf  the  beggars  at  the  !  are  lo  be  worth  more  lo  New  England  than  a  million 
the    junction   of  the   Monongahela   and  Alleghany,    treasury  iloor.'  and  a  half  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 


Total, 
Duties, 


746,494  10     698,210  06 
201,360  72    186,945  17 


759,763  52 
213,768  10 
An  •'Anii-Texas..\nneS3tion"  paper  on  inserting 
the  above  says — "The  whole  of  the  above  trade  of 
the  late  nation  of  Texas  is  just  equal  to  two  thirds 
ol  the  wheat  crop  of  Monroe  county  last  year,  call- 
ng   the  grain  worth  a   dollar   a   bushel.     And  yet. 
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Bell  foundry  at  West  Trot.     We  learn  thai  | 
258  bells  ateraging  534  lbs.  each,  have  been  east  at    Fi-h,  cIrieJ 
Ihe  extensive  foundry  of  Mr.  Andrew  Meeneley,  in    Do  pirkled 
West   Troy   during   the  past  year— just    113  more    Candles,  speri 
than  1844.     Five  of  these  bells  were  "for  the  tire  de-        '^- 
parlment  of  New  York  cily.  [Troy  IVIi 


MISCELLAKEOCS. 


-I 

The  American  whale  fishert  in  1846.  'i'he 
magnitude  of  this  interest,  and  the  proportion  which 
it  bears  to  tlie  total  commerce  of  the  country,  are, 
WK  Ihirk,  not  generall.v  understood  by  ihecommimily 
"The  Whaleman's  SI'.ipping  Li^l  auJ  MeicljantS 
Tran-cript"  cantains  the  names  and  tonnage  of  ves 
sels  employed  in  this  trade  the  present  year,  and 
from  this  list  we  hi?e  prepared  the  following  ab- 
stract: 

.Vu.  cf  vessels. 
25fi 


New  Bedford, 

Dartmouth, 

Falmouth, 

Fairhaven, 

Mattapoisett, 

Sippeean, 

Wareham. 

Westport, 

Nantucket, 

Edgartown, 

Holmes'  Hole, 

Provincetown, 

Plymouth, 

Boston, 

Fall  River, 

Freetown, 

Poi'tsmouth, 

Providence, 

Bristol, 

Warren, 

New  London, 

I^ynn, 

Salem, 

Newport, 

Somerset, 

Mystic, 

Sonington, 

Sag    Harbor, 

Greenpurl, 

New  Suffolk, 

New  Yuik, 

Cold  Spring, 

Bridgeport, 


a 
1 

9 
6 
25 
77 
3 
o 

la 
1 

18 
26 
63 
11 
•2 
1 
8 
3 

736 


Tonnage. 

83,a40 

387 

1,470 

14,660 

2.012 

910 

1,209 

2,066 

25,364 

3,017 

1,287 

3,252 

999 

274 

1,939 

634 

348 

3  341 

1,743 

S,218 

26  369 

980 

660 

3,098 

137 

5,491 

7,966 

23,094 

3,253 

501 

495 

3,315 

972 


tallow 


qtl. 
bbls. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 
bbls. 

No. 

No. 

bbls 

lbs. 

lbs. 

No. 
lbs. 
lbs. 

No. 

No. 
bush. 


Do 
Soap 
Beef 

Horned  cattle 
Sheep 
Pork 

Hams,  bacon 
L;.id 
Hogs 
Butter 
Cheese 
Horses 
Mules 
Wheat 
Indian  corn  do. 

Do     meal  bbls. 

Rye,  oats,  &c. 
Biscuit  bbls. 

Do  bbls. 

Rice  Ires. 

Wax  lbs. 

Tobacco  manufa'red    lbs. 
Cotton         do 
Tobacco,  as  above 
Flour, 
Other  articles  not  enumeiated 

Value  of  domestic  produce 

Value  of  foreign  merchandise 
exported  for  quar'er  ending 
December  31,  1845— 

In  American  vessels 

In  Foreign    do 


3,474 
1,422 
35,013 
147,422  ) 
24,481  S 
4,244  > 
75) 
400 
3,208 1 
102,161  I 
201,538  ( 
774  I 
95,012  > 
101,627  I 
102  > 
46  i 
44,402 
7,992 
4,694 

5  2S2  ) 
1,170  i 
170 
26.047 
50,183 


88.924 
6,533 
9,959 


42,463 

1,470 


in  one  manufactory,  in  making  small  sized  donkeys; 
and  that  ss  much  timber  is  annually  consumed  in 
making  wooden  horses  for  children  to  ride  upon, 
as  would  be  required   in  a  first  ship  of  war. 

Wheat.     The  quantity  measured  at  Philadelphia 
during  the  year  1845 — 792,502  bushels. 


The  navigation  of  the  l.vkes-     Ever  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Oregon  resolutions,  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives have  been  daily  occupied  in  ilebjling  ihe 
making  appropriations  for  rivers  and  harbors.     The 
bill  involves  the   great   question    as  to   Ihe  ccnstitu- 
lionality  of  congress   appropriating    money    for    in- 
ternal improvements.     Some  valuable  statistics  have 
...  ra^    been  elicited  during  the  discussion — as  for  instance, 
'■'      j  Mr.  K>tihror/A,  representative  from   Indiana,  in  his 
47,854  I  speech   en    the  subject  makes  the  loilowing   slate- 
51,562  ,  ments. 

14,660       Public  lands.     Proceeds  of  sales  in  the  following 
14,419  I  slates: 

,,„.,„  I  Ohio,  .  .  .  {,23,136,736  16 

"'°*°    Indiana,  .  .  .         19.649,154  49 

4  974  1  Illinois,  .  .  .  17  230  379  40 

8  074' Michigan,  .  .  .         11.674  860  96 

3,666 !  Wisconsin,        .  .  .  3,641,785  54 

46,762  I 


n,243 


23,006 


770,433 
510,000 
110,863 

81,799,289 


$347, .'565 


Trade  or  Baltimore.  Lyford's  Price  Current 
furnishes  tables  of  the  exports  to  foreign  ports  from  this 
port  for  the  quarter  ending  31st  December,  1845,  and 
the  amount  is  also  shown  at  footing  up. 

TOBACCO. 

To  the  Ilanse  Towns        hhds.      7,967 
Holland  5,998 

Fr.  Kurop.  ports  on  Atlantic    2,749 
Do.       on  Mediterranean        698 
Venezuelian  ports  97 

West  coast  of  Africa 
England 

British  West  Indies 
Cape  de  Verds 
British  Guiana 
Hayti 

Span.  W.  Indies,  (not  Cuba) 
French  West  Indies 

Total.         hhds. 
Same  time  1844 
Same  time  1843 
Total  exported  in  1845 
Do  do    1844 

FLOCK. 

To  England 

British  West  Indies 

Brazilian  ptirtt 

Danish  West  Indies 

British  Guiana 

Holland 

Br.  N.  American  colonies 

Montevideo 

Venezuelian  ports 

Span.  W.  Indies,  (not  Cuba)    1,469 


822802 
•17,086 


Same  timo  in  1844 
I  otal  val.  domes,  esporls  for  1845 
Do.  of  foreign  mertljandise 


39,888 

64,368 

6,036,841 

219,135 


Total  value  exports  for  1845  $6  256  016 

Total  value  ditto  1844  5.071,269 

•Included    in   this   sum   was  the  value  of  44  861 

bales  Texas  cotton   exported   to  the    Hanse  Towns 

DISTRIBUTION    OF    DOMESTIC    PRODUCE. 

To  Holland  $233,025        $19,680 

52,087        310,459 


To  Hanse  Towns 

To  England  222,536 
From  Europ.  ports  on  .■\tlantic     140,317 

232,701                    Do  on  Mediterranen  38.970 

British  West  Indies  179.203 

Brazilian  porls  134  880 

Danish  West  Indies  79,452 

British  55,758 

British  N.  American  colonies  32  694 

Span.  W.  Indies  (not  Cuba)  45  786 

French  West  Indies  23,596 
2;j0  513lEquador 

137.350    Montevideo  17.674 

37,5051  Venezuelian  ports  16,461 

8,376    West  coast  of  Africa  16  858 

2,879    Texas  7,786 

1  6U6  1  Cuba  5,940 

1,618  :  Cape  do  Vcrds  5,678 

1.163    IJiVti  3,695 


51,344 


23  419 
37,300 


44,674 


$75,332,916  55 
iiig  amount  was 


Hanse  Towns 

Equador 

French  West  Indies 

Cape  de  Verds 

Hayti 

West  coast  Africa 

Total  bbls 

Same  timo  in  1844 

Same  time  in  1843 

Total  exported  in  1845 

Do  ■  ■■■    do    1844 

.loilliOJ  B 


Total  exports  domestic  pro-  'i 
duce  for  the  quarter  end-  J 
ing  December  31,  1845,) 

Same  time  in  1844 

AMLRICAN    AND  FOREIGN 


$1,312,406  $486,883 
$1,799,289 


r'ESSELS  ENTEREl 


1st  quarler 
2d         do 
2d         do 
4lh        do 


10,557 
15.032 
18  384 
11,830 


Total,  1845         262 


1st  quarter 
2d         do 
3d        do 
4lh       do 

Total,  1815 


no 

360 


55,803 


12  660 
20,899 
31,053 
23  059 

78.271 


103 


119      27,490; 


1,439 

1,170 

830 

409 

21)0 
180 

92,337 
52  912 
61,046 
238,900 
260,815 


Port 

of  entry. 

Vermont, 

„, Champlain, 

"-,"••-  I  Oswcgatchie, 

AMERICAN  AND  FOREIC.N  VESSELS  CLEARED.  Sackett'S    llaibof 

18  3,978  Oswego, 
22  3  637  ;  ju :„„„,„ 
36       10,441    oemiess'ee, 

pe  Vincent, 
j  Presque  Isle 

I  Cuyahoga, 

Doll  trade.     I'ew  people   have  any  idea  of  the    Sandusky, 
amount  of  human  labor  devoted  to  the  tnaniifactory  j  Miami, 
of  toys.     It  used  to  be  a  saying,  that  the  children  in  ;  Detroit, 
Germany  ivere  all  employed  in   manufacturing  toys  ,  Michiliinackina<> 
tor  boys  of  the  same  age  in  England  to  play  with. —  | 

The  English    themselves   now  lake   a    hand   in   the  $54,776  87  $62,003  86 

business.     An    English   newspaper  says  that  seven-        Mr.  W.  said  that  there  was  now  direct  coniniuni- 

leen  thousand  sacks  of  sawdust  are   consumed  an- 1  cation  from  Chicago   to    Montreal   and  Quebec,  and 

231.416  1  nually  in  London,  for  stuffing  dolls  alone.     Also  that  |  soon  would  be  to  Liverpool  and  all  the  world.     In- 

267  088  I  one   toy  manufacturer  has  been  known  to  purchase  ;  deed,  beef  is  now  packed  at  Chicago  for  the  British 

1,1165,137  I  ^3,000  worth  of  dolls  eyes  at  one  time— thai  one  j  market  direct.     And    yet    members  call  these   lake 

1,171,968  '  hundred  and  eleven  persons  are  constantly  employed  '  harbors  internal  improvements 


Of  this   no   less   than    the  follow 
paid  the  past  year: 
Ohio, 
Indiana, 
Illinois, 
Michigan, 
Wisconsin, 


$1,368,710  40 

Now,  the  whole  harbor  and  river  bill  (Eastern 
and  Western)  does  not  amount  to  but  $1  348,000, 
not  quite  $600,000  of  whicli  is  for  lake  harbors. 

The  whole  amount  for  lake  harbors  ever  granted 
is  but  $2,800,000.  But  few  members  ever  saw  the 
lakes,  and  surpisingly  few  represent  any  portion  of 
ihe  5,000  miles  of  lake  coast. 

He  vaid,  during  the  last  year,  Ihere  were  60  lives 
lost,  36  vessels  driven  ashore,  20  total  wrecks,  4 
sunk,  at  a  damage  of  $200,000. 

In  the  last  five  years  400  lives  lost,  and  $1,000,000, 
exclusive  of  fires  and  explosions. 

He  said,  the  lake  commerce  was  more  extensive 
than  would  be  supposed  from  the  very  small  number 
of  lake  representatives  on  this  floor. 

In  1845,  there  were  17  vessels  of  4.598  tons,  built 
on  Lake  Ontario;  and  between  Buffalo  ami  Chnago, 
48  vessels  of  10,207  tons.  In  all  the  lakes  save 
Champlain,  65  vessels  of  15,000  tons,  costing  850,- 
000  dollars. 

In  Ihe  last  five  years  were  buit  above  Niagara 
Fails,  180  vessels,  costing  $2,500,000.  Of  these  31 
were  steamboats,  and  four  propellers. 

In  the  whole  lake  trade.  .Mr.  W.  estimated  60 
steamboats,  20  propellers,  50  brigs,  270  schuonirs — 
making  400  vessels  of  80,000  tons;  costing  4.000,000 
dollars. 

There  are  now  building  on  Ihe  stocks  between 
Chicago  and  Buflblo,  10  sleaniboals,  12  propellers, 
and  12  sail  vessels— 34  in  all.  There  are  6,000  ac- 
tive seamen  on  these  lakes,  and  their  ronimerce  the 
past  season  has  been  all  of  $125,000,01)0. 

Custom  house  duties.  Statement  of  the.  amount  of 
revenue  rollecled  fur  the  two  fiscal  years  ruiining 
from  1st  July,  1843,  to  30ih  June,  1845,  al  all  the 
ports  of  entry  on  the  Northern  Lakes,  aud  the  amount 
collected  each  year  at  each  port. 

Amuont  ioUriled         Am't  colkcled 
from  July  I,  I-S-IS,  from  Juli/  1.  '44, 
toJuiie'3t>.  IS44,  '(oJuiit  30,  1845. 
$14,622  84 
12,095  90 
2.883  40 
608  57 
7,77(1  54 
3,462  85 
l,2ii3  95 
10,123  96 
779  40 
312  66 
3,455  43 
"  468  77 
48  84 
4,704   19 
462  56 


« 15,855  66 

"  10,486  66 

2,093  iii 

1.056  48 

5,219  57 

3611   41 

1,234  31 

8,000  52 

1,961  09 

171  70 

2.431  37 

200  11 

70  16 

3,205  29 

179  30 

$54,776  87 


$510,1100 
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TWB.MTYMVTH  CO.VGRGSS, 

FIRST       SESSION. 


SE.VATE. 

Cameron,  of   Pa  ,    preseiilcj  the 
erji  suciely  of  Penii'^jl- 


March  12.     .M 
petilioii  ol  a  (einale  aiili-slavery  suciely  of  Pi 
vaiiia,   prajing  an   arreridiiieiil  of  Ihe  Uuiled  Stales  ;  Mr,  Vii(fe,  iif  Florid 


The  bill  lo  grant  allcrnjle  sections  of  land  to  the 
stale  of  Micliigan  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Speight,  of  Miss.,  an  amendment  having  bi'on  moved 
by  Mr.  Yutee,  to  make  Ihc  bill  general,  so  that  all 
Ihi-  new  stales  should  derive  benelit  from  the  bill. 

Mr   Bagby,  opposed  the  bill — and  was  followed  by 


constitution,   to   absolve   the    citizens  ol    that  state 
from  parlicipjlini;  in  perpetuating  slaiery. 

A  iiioiioii  was  made  and  put  lo  lay  the  petition  on 
the  mble  whit'h  molioo  was  decided  by  the  chair  to 
be  agreed  to,  when 


.Mr.  Siieiglit,  of  .Miss.,  replied  briefly — and  the  bill 
was  then  laid  aside. 

Oregon  resoliilion  and  notice  — The  resoliilion  ofFer- 
ered  by  Mr.  Daylon,  of  N.  J  ,  calling  upon  the  presi- 
dent of  the  U.  tjiales  lo  inform  the  senate  whether  i  ji^ctcd  ] 


[Mr.  Holmes,  ol  S.  C,  proposed  §-2,000,0(IO  for  the 
improvement  of  the  harbors  of  Texas.  Kejecied  by 
iicelau.alion.  'I'hc  entire  receipts  of  the  public  do- 
main was  proposed  by  way  of  amendment  for  ilie 
ciinst.'uclion  of  a  railroad  to  Oregon.  For  a  roarl  lo 
Southwest  pass  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  J,1,II0U  OUO. 
For  the  removing  of  obstructions  from  the  moulh  of 
Ihe  Co.umbi.i  river,  5,11)0.1)00  For  the  Isthmus  of 
Darien,  «,1, 000,000  For  the  distributing  all  the  sur- 
plus revenue  in  Ihe  trcatiiry  on  the  first  of  Jni.c  next 

except  one  million  of  dollars.    Which  were  all  ro- 


Mr.  Speight,  l^  ished  to  raise  the  question  of  its  re-    any  mcrease  of  the  army  and  navy  is  necessary,  and        The  following  omendmenls  were  carried:— Prov 


ceplion,  but  ti.e  President  declared  the  question  now 


so   what   the  circun 
'7. 


stance 


1",  un  laying  the  piiition  on  the  tab.e,  which  motion  ,  increase  necessary,  was  ailopted 

aftei  some  y(,hvei,alion,  was  agreed  lo.  M,..  Berrien,  of  Ga.,  arose  and  spoke  on  the  Oro- 

Libel—Mc.Jjrnagvi,  said  he  was  not  in  the  habit    gon   question— confining    his   speech    mainly   to  the 
ol  iioticiiii;  articles  mal  ap;.eared  lo  newspapers,  but    fa,-t   that  our  lille  to   ihe  whole  of  Oregon  was  not 


in  this  instance  he  lelc  called  upon  lo  depart  Ir 
his  rule.  He  alludeu  lo  jiliclcs  which  had  appear 
ed  iM  11, e  Ddlij  Tunes  of  tins  cily  of  Ihe  6lh,  Sih  and 
JOih,  making  direct  and  sp.  citic  charges  of  corrup 
lion  upon  this  body.  Mr.  J  said,  he  was  not  going 
lo  pioiiodiice  upon  the  guilt  or  iniioceiice  ol  those 
charged,  but  ii  any  senator  has  been  guilty  of  such 
co.iiiUTt  i,s  li.id  been  char.;ed,  il  was  higli  iiine  the 
couuiiy  siioulJ  know  it.  IVIr.  J.  concluded  by  oH'er- 
ing  a  rcsoiuiiun  lo  appoint  a  comiiiitlec  to  inquire 
into  toe  niaili-r  and  lej.orl  what  step?  are  pr  iper  to 
viiidicale  the  cliaiacier  of  the  scnale  against  llie 
gross  cliar„es  ivliioh  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Mjngum,  >aid  he  had  relucianlly  yielded  his 
own  desire  lo  pass  Ibis  matier  Uy  in  silence  and 
scorn.  He  was  not  in  favor  ol  iiolii;iiig  any  articles 
emanating  from  a  newspaper,  however  mgii  its  char- 
acter mighl  be.  He  wo.ud  here  lake  occasion  to  say 
Ihat  no  meeting  ol  Ihe  wi,ig  senators  had  been  held, 
either  wiih  or  willioul  Uie  presence  ol  Uie  Brili^n 
minister,  in  relereiice  lo  ihe  resolutions  of  Mr.  Col 
quiU.  He  was  iiidiieed  lo  yield  his  support  to  the 
proposed  inquiry  priiicipall)  because  it  had  been  a- 
Scrted    by    one  ol    the  editors  ol   the    paper  that  the 


clear  and  unquestionable,  and  Ihat  we  h  id  destroyed 
any  such  claim  by  our  repeated  offers  lo  compromise 
the  question- 
Mr.  Jlrcher,  obtained  the  floor — and  the  senate  ad- 


HOUSE  OF  RKPRKSENTATIVES. 

Thursd.w,  March  !i.  The  commiu-e  of  w;,j» 
and  means  reported  adversely  upon  the  petition  ask- 
ing for  the  coinage  of  one  dollar  gold  pieces. 

.'Ufxicnii  tiirfc«iai/i/. —  Mr.  C.  B  Smith,  from  the 
comnullee  on  foreign  relalions,  reporte.l  a  bill  mrk- 
I'lg  provision  for  the  payment  of  Iwo  Instalments  of 
the  Mexican  indeinnily. 

A  bill  was  also inlr"duced  by  Mr  Crozier,on  leave, 
to  make  Kiioxville,  Teiin.,  a  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  Johmon,  of  Tenn  ,  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  grant  to  every  poor  man  without  cost  160 
acres  of  public  land.   ".Mr.  Cieher.  objected. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  N.  Y.,  asked  leave  lo  offer  a  re- 
solution  for  raising  a  select  committee  of  five  mem- 
bers,  whose  business  ll  shall    be  to  inquiie  into  the  i 
necessity  of  Hllering  the   present   consular  laws. 
Agreed  to. 


are  which  made  the  denre  harbor,  R.  1  ,  §5,000;  Newark  bay,  N.  J., 
thout  opposition.  ;  S'^.UOO;  lor  Havre  de  GiacB.  $10,000;  for  Tennestes 
river  and  Muscle  shoals,  §100,000. 

An  amendment  to  sIrlUe  out  the  provisions  for  the 
Portland  and  Louisville  canal,  proposing  the  pur- 
chase of  the  slock,  if  it  can  be  obtained  at  a  reason- 
able price,  and  makinn  the  canal  Iree  from  toll,  was 
saved  by  one  vole — 77  to  7l). 

An  amendment  appropriating  $75,000  for  each  of 
the  stales  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  for  the 
CumberlanJ  road,  was  rejected — 76  lo  41. 

Mr.  Thompson,  moved  that  the  committee  ri«e. — 
The  motion  was  agreed  to.     The   bouse   adjourned. 


SPEECH  ON  THE  OREGON   QUESTION. 


Iiiloruiation  had   been    communicated    by  a  member 
of  congress,     ll  it  was  a  raciuber  of  ihe  other  house, '      Mr.  .7Jiiiiuii,  of  Mass,  proposed  an  inquiry  as  to 
the  maiter  was  ol  lillle  consequence,  but  if  it  was  a  |  ""^  propriety  of  establishing   a   board  of  claims  for 
Dieniber  of  the  seiiale,  which  he  coulil  not  and  would  j  "'^  settlement  of  claims  against  the  government, 
nut  believe,   a  thorough    investigation  was  desirable.  '      Rivers   and  harbors      Mr.   Vancey,   moved  that  the 
He  thought  u  due  also  lo  the  British  miiiisler.  i  house  resolve  itself  into  committee  of  Ihe  whol 

After  some  reiiiaiks  by  Messrs.  Calhoun,    Benton         ^^^'  Smith,  of  Indiana,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
Bagby,    Chalmers,   apcigkl,    IVestcotl,    and    McUuffie,        ^^-  Constable,  of  Md  ,  a  Idressed  the  committee  in 


Chiedy  in  corroboiauoo  of  the  alatement  ol  Mr.  Vol 
quitt,  (who  was  not  in  his  seat,)  on  this  subject — the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Jamngin  was  adopted. 

1  he  tresident  appoiuicd  Alessrs.  .larnngin,  Benton, 
Dickinson,  J.  M   Clayton,  and  Tarmy,  Ihe  conimillee. 

Tne  Oregon  aebale  was  then  resu,,.ed. 

Mr.  .licUisun,  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  the  notice 
ID  the  simplest  lour,  in  which  it  could  be  given.  Mr. 
A.  addressed  Ihe  senate  until  '3  o'clock. 

Mr.  Cai/ioim,  lose;  and  Ihe  senate  adjourned,  till 

March  lb-  Aii.  Uallas,  being  ausent,  the  presi- 
dential Lhair  was  taken  uy  Mr.  Sevier. 

Mr.  t'dineiuii,  presented  me  mcuiurial  of  the  Har- 
risburg  mililarj  C'livciKioii  asking  lor  a  re-orgaui- 
Zatlun  ol   the  nillilia  ol    Uie  slates. 

Mr.  Benton,   rose  and  presented    from   the   stlect 


a  general  defence  of  the  bill  before  the  house.  A 
amendment  was  proposed  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  improvement  of  Ihe  harbor  at  Havre  de 
Grace.  Mr.  C.  discussed  the  constitutional  compe- 
tency of  congress  to  make  appropriations  for  rivers 
and  harbors,  and  he  did  not  doubt  there  was  power 
to  meet  every  case  whi-re  money  was  necessary  for 
maritime  defence,  and  protection.  Mr.  C.'s  speech 
was  mainly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Yancey,  whose  opinions 
of  constitutional  power  were  of  Ihe  must  circu.m- 
scribed  order. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Collin,  of  N. 
Y  ;  Rockwell,  of  Conn.;  Hunt,  o'f  N.  Y.;  and  Ifinlhroi), 
of  Mass. 

The  door  was  then  given  to  Mr.  T/ioiiipsoii,  of  Pa., 
when  the  committee  rose,  and  house  adjourned. 

Fkidat,  March  13.     The  haibor  and  river  bill,  was 


comiuiilee   a   report   on    ilie   libel  published  m    the,      _ 

Dally   I'lmes,  ol    Washington  city,   (Mr.  H.  H.  Ro- j  agiin  considered  in  comnullee  of  the  whole  house 

bmson,   its  edilor,   and    Mr.  J.  E.  Djw,   publisher.;  I  Mr.  T.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  in  the  chair 

Mr.  «.  read  the  report,    winch  coi.cludcu   by  simply  ,       .Mr.  Thompson,  of  Pa.;    Mr.    iVood,  oC  N.  Y.;    .Mr 


I  the  said  editor  and  publishe 
excluded  Irom  the  gallery  ol 
lid  that  this  report  and  Us  testi 


Finton,  of  Ohio;  Mr.  .IJiims,  of  Miss.;  Mr.  Severson, 
of  .Me.;  and  Mr.  Douglms,  of  111.  severally  addressed 
the  comniiitee.  Alter  some  collision  belwe -n  .Mr. 
D.  will,   Mr.  IfoodiDaid,  of   rf    C  ,    Mr.   Seddon.  and 


recoiomcnding  ili 
their  reporters  b 
seiiale  repoilers, 
Dy  be  pinned. 

Mr.  Dickinson,  of  N.  Y.,  arose  aud  expressed  him-  j  Mr.  iancfi;,  ol    Ala.;  .Mr.  Eicing,  obtain-d  ih,-  fl^ 
self  m  oppo.-ilioii  to  the  proposed  expulsion.  j  and  the  coininitlee  rose,  and  the  house  a.lj.iuroed. 

'i'he  report  was  Ihen  concurred  in  iiem.  con.  I      Satordat,   March    14.      77ie  rii'cr  aiiJ /ia)6or  iiiif, 

Oiegon  nutice — .Wr.  Cai/toun,  arose  and  addressed  j  was   again   discussed    in   committee    of    the    whole 
the  senate.     [For  Ills  Speech  s,:e  jiage  4U  j  i  house. 

Mr.  Benien,  next  obiaiiied  the  Uuor,  and  the  sen-  j      .Mr.  Houston,  of  Del.;  Mr.  Baker,  of  III.;  Mr.  Sed 
ale  adj'juined.  i  don,    and  .Mr.  Bajfi/,  of  Virginia,    severally  spoke. — 

March   17.     A  report  was  made  adverse  lo   the  i  *''•  Stetcart,  of  Pa.,  next  add. -essed  the  com  ,.ittee. 
claims  ol  the  heirs  of  Lord  Slirliiig,  [VVm.  A.  Duer,        ''"he  house  then  adjourned, 
of  N    York,  the  priocipil  heir.]  I      Mondav,    March   16.     The  river  and  harbor  bill. 

The  senate  Ihen  look   up  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  I  was   lurther  discussed    in  couiniittee  of  the    whole, 
requiring  one  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  to  re-  i  [Mr.  Tao^s  Smith  in  the  chair,]  .Mvssrs,  Ewing,  Biggs, 
Bide    at    Alexandria,      ihe    bill    was   advocated    by  ^  Herrick,   Rilliban,   McClernand,    Winllirop,   Bracken    j  thai,  if 
Messrs.  .Sericr,  W'tsfrol/,  and  .Js/WiJ,   and  opposed  by  j  6roiij/i,    ani\  Davis,   severally  spoke,    Sc..,  to    a  slim 
Messrs.  .lii/itr  and   Breese.     Mr.  Speight,   ol    .Miss.,  i  commillee,  which  then  rose,  and 
suggested    as   a  reason   why  the  bill  siwuld  pass  that '      The  house  adjourned. 

Ihe  city  of  Alexandria  would    be  ceded   to  Ihe  state  I      Ti'Esday,  March  17.     /iirer  oiii/ /lartor  6i(f— De- 
of  Virsmia.  ,  bate  vvas    renewed  upon  Ibis  bill,    an.l  coniinued  by 

Mr.  .Isiiley,  said  he  thought  and  hoped  not;  he  be-  '  Messrs.  ff'uodward,  of  S.  C;  Bo.clin.  Tibbatts,  of  Ky.; 
lieved   Alexandria  would  not  be  ceded, — and  should  '  Coofce,  of    renii.;   A'iiig,  and  /ieJi,  ol    Ma-s.     At  I'vo  ,      _  ,  .      , 

the   measure  tie  advociiled  and  carried,   it   would  no  ]  o'clock    the    debate    ceased    and    the    house    were  ]  1   have   subsequently  heard,  that  the  fears  of  Ihe  se- 
doubt  lead  to  a  removal  ol  the  seat  ol  government  to,  brought  lo  a  vole  on  the  aineiidmeiits.  nalc,  as  well   as  my  own  apprehensions,  were,  as  I 

some  point  west.     Those  who  were   opposed    to  this:      The  amendment    approprialing    §J50,000  for  Ihe  |  think,    unfounded.     Since    then     the    statesmanlike 
would  also  oppose  the  bill  to  cede  Alexandria.  !  Tennessee  ri.-er  aud  .Vluscle  shoals  was  rejected.-  i  view  taken  by  the  senator  from  New  York  who  hr»t 

)U0  for  ThQmas  river,  1  addressed   us,  (Mr.   Dix,)   and  by  the  senc'or  from 
!  Missouri  (Mr    Benton,)  to  whom  this  whole  ques 


in  senate,  hkdnlsdav,  march  11,  1846. 

Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  senate  nearly  as  follows: 

It  is  with  unaflected  embarrassment  I  rise  to  ad- 
dress the  senate  on  Ihe  subject  now  under  considera- 
tion; but  its  great  importance  and  the  momentous  is- 
sues involved  in  its  final  settlement  are  such  as  com- 
pel me.  notwithstanding  my  distrust  of  my  own 
ability  to  he  useful  lo  my  country,  to  make  the  at- 
tempt. We  have  all  felt  that,  at  one  time  at  least, 
(1  trust  that  lime  is  now  past,)  we  were  in  imminent 
danger  of  war.  From  the  moment  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  deemed  it  right  and  becoming,  in 
the  first  step  of  his  otbcial  duly,  lo  announce  to  the 
world  that  our  title  to  Oregon  was  clear  and  unques- 
lionahle,  down  to  the  period  of  his  message  to  con- 
gress in  December  last,  when  he  reiterated  the  de- 
claration, I  could  not  see  how  it  was  possible  that 
war  should  be  averted.  That  apprehension  was 
rendered  much  more  intense  from  the  character  of 
Ihe  debates,  not  in  this  chamber,  bul  elsewhere,  as 
well  as  from  the  speeches  of  some  of  the  president's 
political  friends  w  ilhin  this  chamber.  I  could  not  but 
listen  Willi  alarm  and  dismay  to  what  fell  from  the 
very  distinguished  and  ex|ierieneed  senator  from 
Michigan,  (Mr.  Cas«,)  at  an  early  period  of  this  de- 
bale;  and  then  to  whatl  heard  from  the  senator  from 
Indiana.  (Mr.  Hannegan;)  and.  above  all,  lo  what 
was  said  by  the  senator  fioin  (>liio,  (,Mr,  Allen,)  the 
chairman  of  the  commitlee  on  foreign  relations,  w  ho, 
in  my  simplicity,  1  supposed  must  necessarily  be  ap- 
prized of  the  views  of  the  government  in  regard  lo 
the  foreign  concerns  of  the  country.  Supposing  the 
condition  of  the  country  to  be  whit  it  was  repre- 
sented to  be  by  Ihe  three  senators,  ■  could  not  imag- 
ine how  It  could  be  possible  that  Ihat  most  direful  of 
all  human  calamities,  war,  was  to  he  avoided;  and  1 
was  accordingly  prepared  lo  say,  on  the  hypothesis 
of  the  senator  from  Michigan,  that  if  the  efforts  at 
negotiation  should  fail,  war  was — I  will  not  say,  in 
Ihe  language  of  the  honorable  senator,  "inevitable," 
because  ihat  phrase  seems  on  some  account  not  to  be 
ill  favor  with  that  gentleman — but  1  will  use  his  own 
paraphrase  n  his  own  expression,  and  saj  I  thought 
Ihat  "war  muslcome." 

Whal  did  lliey  represent  to  be  Ihe  condition  of  the 
naiioii?  1  speak  now  more  paiticiilarly  of  the  last 
t.»o  senator^,  frnm  Indiana  and  Ohio.  They  told  us 
Ihat  negotiation  was  at  an  end;  that  we  were  now 
Ihiown  back  on  our  original  rights;  Ihat  our  title  to 
the  whole  country  was  beyond  all  question;  and  that 
the  national  honor  must  he  forfeilcd  if  that  title 
should  not  be  mair.tained  by  force  of  arms.  I  felt 
that  he  must  have  been  a  careless  and  a  profilless 
reader  of  Eogli-h  history  who  could  indulge  the  hope 
ic  the  course  and  conductor 
ihis  counlrv,  war  was  not  inevitable.  Then,  in  ad- 
dition to  my  own  opinion,  1  neard  il  admitted  by  the 
honorable  senator  from  Michigan,  with  that  perfect 
candor  which  always  distinguishes  him  on  this  floor, 
i!i;,l,  in  his  opinion,  England  would  never  recede, 
and  that  war  would  be  the  necessary  result. 

1  now  rejoice  in  hoping  and  believing,  from  what 


The  bill  was   then  passed  by  nearly  an   unanimous!  Also  au   amend.-nent  for  J  10,000 


Tote. 


Conn. 
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that,  so  far  as  depends   upon  them,  a  fai 
compromise  of  our  difiieuUies  would  not  be  in  want 
of  willing  and  zealous  advocates. 

And  this  hope  has  been  yet  more  strenslhened  by 


nd   lost  all  her 
he  has  had   no 
n  continent.  From 


..       -        r      -r  ,„,hnnspholdlerm-and  the -pirit  I  decided  by  the  fact  that  he  formerly  ofTered  490.  Nor  ,  possession  of  any  part  of  the  territory  north  of  42°; 
l,o„  •'=>^^=""  '"/.'^^"^^"^  t"J     ;;™3,,rwo  I  ufter-    is  this  all    In  cautious  and  honeyed  words,  (of  which    and,  during   the   greater  part  of  that    time    havng 
°H  P.''r,h^h;  e  .enUen?enl|  av^^^^^       satisfied  me  !  the  editor  of  that   print  is  so  complete  a  o.aster,)  he  ,  lost  her  possessions    in    the    interior  a 
ed  by  both  these  K'■';'l'^"!*^.^'':^:"f^y^'„J  liberal  I  reads  a  mild  lecture  to  the  senators  from  I^  American    cob.mes  of  every   kind,  sh 

Ohio,  and  all  who   concur  with  them  in  their  views    foothold  s.nce  1819  on  the  American  co         ^ 
of  this  matter.     After  saying  of  senators  on  this  side    1795  to  1819  is  twenty  four  years;  and  if  Spain  was 
hambtr     who   were  evidently  enjoying  the    barred  by  the  abandonment  of  the  coasl,  if  we  claim- 
the  other  side  of '  ed  under  Spain  in   1819,  might  not  our  title  well  be 
he  !  said  to  be  barred  also? 

i  Now,  in  my  judgment,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
respective  pretensions  of  ihe  parlies  if  the  Noctka 
convention  of  1790  was  held  to  be  terminated  by 


of  the  ch 


the  recen    speech   of  the  senator  from  North  Caro-    corruscations  which  took  place  on  the  other  side 
ina    (Mr   I  avwood,)  not  now  in  his  place.     Know-    it.  and  chuckling  over  wh.t  thestorm  foreboded 
ne    a         thon^ht  Idid,  the  intimate  relations,  both  !  editor   goes    on   to  say,  "1  he  generous  spirit  of  tl 

Be'r'sonal    ad  political,' which  Ihat  senator  bears  to    senators  .ill  prevent  their  .-epeliuo,.        Our    nen 


personal    and  pol 

Ihc  Chief  Magistrate— knowing,  loo,  that, 
man  of  the  committee  on  commerce,  it  was  his  spe 
cial  duty  to  become  informed  in  regard  to  all  mat- 
ters having  a  bearing  on  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
country,!  did  not  doubt,  and  1  do  not  now  doubt, 
that  every  thing  he  said  with  regard  to  the  delerini 
nation  of  Ine  president  to  accept,  if  offered  by  the 
British  government.  Ihe  same  terms  which  he  had 
himself  proposed  in  July  last,  was  perfectly  well 
founded,  and  that  such  an  ofl'er,  if  made,  would  be 
accepted.  1  do  not  mean  to  say,  because  1  did  not 
so  understand  the  senator,  that,  in  addressing  this 
body  with  rcgaro  to  the  opinions  or  purposes  of  the 
president,  he  spoke  by  any  expre-s  and  delegated  au- 
thority. But  1  do  mean  to  say  llial  1  have  no  doubt, 
from  "his  knowledge  of  the  general  vieivs  of  the 
president,  taken  in  connexion  wilh  certain  omissions 
on  the  part  ofthe  executive,  thatwhen  he  announced 
to  us  that  the  president  would  feel  himself  in  honor 
bound  to  accept  his  own  ofl'er,  if  now  recipr.ioated 
by  Great  Brilain,  he  spoke  that  which  he  knew  to  be 
true.  And  this  opinion  was  yet  mure  slrenglhened 
and  coniirined  by  »  hat  1  found  lo  he  the  effect  of  his 
speech  on  the  two  senators  1  have  named— the  lead- 
ers, it  they  will  permit  me  to  rail  them  so,  of  the 
tilti'aists  on  this  subject— I  mean  ihe  senator  from 
In'Uiina,  (Mr.  Hanne^an,)  and  the  si-nator  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Allen  )  He  must  have  ocen  an  iindiscerning 
witness  of  Ihe  scene  which  look  place  in  this  rham 
ber  immediately  after  ihe  speech  of  the  senator  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Haywood,)  who  must  not  have 
seen  that  those  two  senators  had  consulted  together 
wilh  the  view  of  ascertaining  how  far  the  senator 
from  North  Carolina  sp.  ke  by  authority,  and  Ihal 
the  result  of  their  consullaliou  w.  «  a  determmalion 
lo  catechise  that  senator;  and,  the  better  to  avoid  all 
mistake,  that  Ihey  reduced  their  interrogatory  lo 
writing,  in  order  that  it  might  be  propounded  lo  him 
by  the  senator  from  Indiana,  (.Vlr.  Hannegan;)  -■ '' 


from   Indiana  and  Ohio  are  no  longer  seen  cateehi' 
ng  the  senator  from   Norih  Carolina.     "They  are    war  of  '96   and  never  revived.     If  that  convention 


all  the  friends  of  Ihe  president."     As  much  as  to  s^ay 
lo  the  senator  from  Indiana,  It  is  all  useless, 
evanescent  remarks  will  swerve  him  from  his  course 
nor  disturb   thai   self-balanced  equanimity  of  spiri 
which    graces    the    Chief  Magistrate,  who  is  deler 


was  terminated  and  the  English  possessions  inOrcg 
No  '  are  not  to  he  afiribuled  to  it,  and  not  considered  as 
■*e,  being  ceded  by  Ihat  treaty,  then  her  possession  is  ad 
iril    verse  to  Spain  and    all    tiie    world.     And  if  her  po8-_ 

session  in  Orejon    has    been   adverse  to  the  title  of 


ined  to  do  his  duty,  amid  all  the  difficulties  lhat !  Spain,  from  1796  lo  1819,  Spain  having  abandoned 
beset  his  path,  whether  they  proceed  from  political  I  this  part  of  the  continent  ever  since  1795.  I  would 
enemies  or  his  friends  at  home,  or  from  the  cabinets  '  like  to  know  u  hether  the  adverse  rights  of  England, 
of  foreign  nations."  Whatever,  therefore,  may  pro-  ;  as  against  Spain,  might  not  be  well  defended, 
ceed  from  Ihe  senator  from  Indiana,  (Mr.  Hanne-  I  |  am  not  here  to  contend  that  the  cnnvention  of 
gan,)  or  the  senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Allen,)  we  are  ;  1799  was  abrogated  by  the  war  of  1796,  or  that  it 
lold  ihat  the  self-balanced  mind  of  the  Chief  Magis-  ;  was  revived  hy  the  treaty  uf  1814,  which  made  pro- 
Irate  mav  proceed  in  Ihe  course  of  duly,  regardless  I  vision  for  the  revival  of  commercial  Irealies  be- 
of  all  diflicullies,  come  Ihey  from  what  source  they  1  tween  the  two  nations.  What  I  maintain  is,  Ihat  it 
may.  If  that  is  given  hy  authority  from  the  prcsi- '  would  be  better  for  our  title  lo  consider  the  Ireaty  of 
dent,  then  I  concede  that  ihe  senator  from  Indiana  is  I  1790  as  in  force  than  as  annulled, 
the  leader  of  a  forlorn  hope.     [A  laugh  ]  i       How   did   w  e  (unlil  lately)  undertake  lo  make  out 

Mr.  Haniugiin.     A    hope,  however,  that  will  lead  >  our  tilh?     Knst.  from  the  discovery  of  the  mouth  of 
to  victory.  i  the  Columbia  river  hy   Gray,  am.  from  his  entrance 

Mr.  Mmson.     Then  it  will  be  a  victory  over  your    {"lo  'he  nv-r  and  sailing  some  distance  up  its  stream. 
o„n  president      r\  laugh  1  1  have  no  doubt  that  he  did  discover  it  and  did  enter 

I  say,  therefore,'  that  though  my  mind,  atthe  com-    it-  Secondly,  from  the  exploration  of  the  river  from 
■'  -    .  ■'  .       »    .   ■'  '     .,      .  lis   head-waters  down  to  the   ocean   by  Lewis  and 


mencement  of  this  session,  and  ever  since  Ihe  inau  ^.-  .,    .         1       .-       ,,  "u  j      >, 

gural  address  was  delivered,  had  undergone  the  most    Clarke.     Ol  that  exploration  there  can  be  no  doubt 
ntense  arid  agonizing  alarm,  ills  now  comparative- 


ly easy,  and  it  is  so  from  the  settled  and  abiding  con 
viction  that  Ihe  president  esteems  himself  in  honor 
bound  to  settle  this  controversy  hereafter  as  he  otter- 
ed to  settle  it  in  .Inly  last.  Before  I  sit  down  it  will 
be  my  object  to  prove  that  Ihc  honor  of  the  country 
is  bound  lo  Ihat  settlement. 

I  will  now  advert  lo  some  facts  having  a  bearing 
on  the  controversy  in  regard  lo  the  question  of  title. 

And  the  fust  fact  to  which  1  advert  is,  that  from 
1789  lo  the  present  hour  England  has  been  in  the 
practical  enjoyment  of  rights  in   the  disputed  le 


Thirdly,  from  ihe  treaty  of  Louisiana;  and  fourthly, 
from  the  Florida  treaty  in  1S19. 

Now  the  senate  will  at  once  perceive  Ihat,  so  far 
as  these  seveial  grounds  of  title  go,  they  are  incon- 
sistent wilh  the  validity  of  eaili  other.  If  we  had  a 
right  to  Oregon  in  1SI8  we  had  that  right  by  our  own 
discovery.  If  we  had  no  rights  there  then,  it  must 
have  been  becau-e  the  title  was  either  in  France  or 
Spain.  And  then  if  we  derived  a  valid  lille  from 
France  there  was  no  tille  in  Spam.  If  we  derive 
our  title  from  Spain,  then  it  can  only  be  because  we 
had   no   lille  lioni   our  own  discovery  or  from  the 


lory; 


onnexion    originally   wilh  Spain  from  Ihe  !  transfer  o(  the  country  by  France. 


il  it  was  not  answered,  that  it  was  then  to  be  held  [year   1792;  in  connexion  with  the  United  Slates,  a 

as   consliuctively    answered    by    the   senator   from  '  jiapjing  upon  our  own  title,  before  1819;  and  by  the 

Ohio,  (Mr.  Allen.)     What  the  result  of  the  (ffiioue- j  express   aulhoriiy   and  recognition    of    the    United 

meni  was,  1  do  not  prelend  to  know;  but  this  I  will  ,  giates  by    the   convention  of  the    20th  of  October, 

venture  to  say,  that  in  the  keen  encounter  of  wits  to  ;  jgjs,  renewed  on  the  6lh  of  August,  1827,  and  con- 

which  their  colloquy  led,  the  two  senators  who  co.n- 1  linued  to  the  present  hour — a  space  of  more  than  fifty 

meiiced  it  got  rather  the  worst  of  the  contest.     My  ]  years.     To  what  extent  she  enjoyed  these  rights  is 

hope  and  belief  has  been  yet  further  strengthened  by  [another   subject  of  inquiry;  but  that  she  praciically 

what  has  .not  since  happened.     The  speech  of  the  Lueged  the  possession  of  rights  on  that  coast;  that 

senator  from  North  Carolina  was  made  on  Thursday,  j  (dose   lights   were   recognised   by  Spain,  and  from 

and  though  a    week  has   nearly  elapsed  since  that  i  1792   to  1818    practically   recognised  by  the  United 

time,  notwithstanding  the  anxious  solicitude  ol   both    Slates,   and   from   1818  lo  this  day  expressly  recog- 

thosc   senators,  and   Ihiir   evident   desire  lo  set   the  !  njsed  by  treaty,  are  facts  about   which   there  can  be 

public  righl  on  that  subject,  wc  have  from  that  day  j  „o  eonliovcrsy.     How  did  she  maintain  Ihe  rights  ;  al  all  beyond  latitude  49°. 

lo   this  heard   from  neither   of  the  genlleinen   Ihe  j  dm,  practically  exercised?     Whence  were  they  de- 1      j^   ^-jy^  ,hg   i.ealy   of  Utrecht  was  made,  by  the 

slightest  intimation  that  Ihc  coiistriiction  given  lo  the]  rived?  (whether  correctly  or  not,  is  another  question;)    ^^.,,,1,  article   uf  which  il  was  provided  llnlFrance 

message  by  the  senator  from  Norlh  Carolina  was  not   but   whence  did  she  prelend  to  derive  them?     First. ;  j,,,^,,,^  ,.g,,ore  to  Great  Brilain  the  possession  of  the 

a  true  one.  ;  from   discuvenes  of  her  own.      Her  second  ground        3^1  of  Hudson  Bay,  and   that  commissaries  should 

Mr.  Hanntgan    1  refer  Ihe  senator  lo  the  columns  ■  „as^  that   that  whole  territory  was  m  such  a  condi   ' 
of  ihe  government  paper.  j  tioii  that  no  exclusive  right  of  sovereignty  ov 


If  we  look  al  Ihe  diplomatic  correspondence  which 
preceded  the  convention  of  1818,  we  shall  find  that 
the  United  Stales  maintained  the  validity  of  our  lille 
just  as  stoutly  then  as  it  does  now.  We  contended 
that  onr  righl  to  Oregon  was  an  original  indepen- 
dent righl;  and  we  made  il  out  lo  a  porlion  of  the 
territory,  but  that  porlion  included  no  more  ihan  the 
counlry  drained  by  the  waters  ol  the  Columbia  river. 
This  carried  us  up  to  about  lalilude  49°,  unless  some 
of  Ihe  interior  branches  went  higher  than  thai.  If 
this  lille  be  denied,  then  our  other  title  (and  a  much 
better  one)  was  derived  Iroin  the  French  grant.  So 
far  It  is  manifest  that  we  could  prelend  to  no  claim 


be    appointed  by  each  party  lo  determine  Ihe  limits 
between  the  British   possessions  on  Hudson  Bay  and 


Mr.  Johnsou.  Very  well.  1  am  glad  to  hear,  from  i  existed  m  any  nation,  and  Ihat  the  convention  of  ^^^^  possessions  of  France,  and  in  like  manner  to  run 
..c  who  has  a  right  10  know  what  all  the  relations  of  Noolka  was  founded  on  the  principle  that  the  coast  another  line  separating  llie  British  and  ihe  French 
he  president  are,  that  the  paper  he  alludes  to  is  "Ihe  and  territory  were  in  such  anomalous  condition  as  to  |  coionjev.  1  know  Ihat  the  present  doctrine  is  that 
overnmcnt  paper;"  because,  as  1  read  what  is  in  the  be  open  lo  selllemeni  and  occupation  by  any  and  1  ^^^^^  |,„g  „^^  „^j,.,,  established,  but  I  say  thai  it  does 
'ovcrnmenl  paper  lo  which  he  refers,  it  seems  lo  me    every  nation  wherever  seltlements  had  not  previous- 1      i  |,^  ,„  ^^^  „      j,,  ,„  ,i^,,     jiseslablishment    I  will 


60 

as'ciearas'lhc'snn  at  noon  that  the  senator  from  N.  1  ly    been    made.     This  was  Ihe  ground  assumed  hy  j  no;^''^^.^;^ iyy„;7p;  "er"  co''nMnmVic 
'        ■    ■■  ■    ■■     •  -  ■      What   slood    in    the    way  of  ilsacknow-livj^ji.on    by    Mr.    Monroe,  then  oui 


cquir.o  by  di.s- I(;oyrl   of  St.    Ja 


aled  lo  Fresident 

r  Minister  al  Ihe 

,  drawn  up  expressly  lo  justify 


hcle 

communical 

those    inslrt 

.  Louisiana  Ir 


hich  included  the  fifth  ar- 

e  residue  of  the  Irealy.     Mr.    .Monroe 

9  to  the  British  government  Ihe  fact  that 

lions   were  granted  al  a  lime  when  the 

ly  had  not  been  entered  inlo,  and  cun- 


Caroniia  w  as  right,  and  the  senators  from  Indiana  and  .  England 

Ohio   were  wrong.     U  was  not  my  purpose  lo  have  I  Icdgmenl?     First,  the  Spanish  

made  use  of  extracts  from  that  paper,  as  the  organ  !  covery  and  alleged  subsequent  possession;  secondly ,  ^  our  "govJrninent'in'rerusmg  lo'rairiy  the  filth  article 
of  the  government  by  name;  but  now  we  have  it  ad-    the   American  lille  asserlcd  on  the  ground  of  disco     (,|-  ,1,5  treaty,  notwithstanding  Ihat  trcaly  had  been 

milled  from   very   high   aulhoriiy  that  that  paper  is  !  very  and  possession;  and  third,  the  Russian  title  sup   '  5;,,,^^  u,|j    •  

the  organ  of  the  governmenl.     1  belnvc,  however, !  ported  in  the  same  way. 

there    was   a  lime   when  Ihe  senator  Irom  In. liana  i      While  Englanil  was  in  Ihe  exercise  of  these  right? 

would   have  very  promptly  disclaimed  the  authority  !  by  whom    were    they   cier  questioned?     Not  by  I  hi 

of  thatorgaii.  '  United    States,  till   recently;  not  by  Spain,  after  iIil  . ^ 

Mr.  Humifgan.  1  do  not  speak  beyond  Ihc  au-  1  treaty  of  179U;  not  by  Russia,  after  her  treaty  wilh  :  sequently  without  any  reference  lo  thai  treaty.  But, 
Ihorily  which  I  find  In  the  paper  ilsoll.  j  England  in  1824.     And,  as  far  as  we  are  concerned,    as  we  had  a  short  lime  allerwards  got  possession  of 

Mr.  Johtuon.  That  is  quite  sufficient.  I  am  con- 1  ourtrealj  in  1827  wenton  the  admission  (orclse  those  Louisiana,  and  before  ihis  filth  ai  tide  was  ratified, 
lent  vvilh  the  senator's  judgment  as  being  quite  cor-  t  who  negotiated  it  were  false  to  their  trust,  that  there  we  had  under  that  treaty  a  right  lo  go  qiiiio  upio  the 
reel.  But,  lo  resume.  On  Friday  nighl,  after  llie  ,  were  some  rights  in  England  in  some  portion  of  that  parallel  uf  49;  and  he  places  il  on  the  express  ground 
scene  to  which  Ihavc  alluded,  and  which  apparently  territory.  Now,  when  the  treaty  of  1818  was  made,  the  '  that  the  line  of  49  had  been  established  according  lo 
threw  so  much  dismay  over  the  few  or  the  many  I  U.  Slates  goveinmenl  wasfar  fromclaiminga  rightlo  ;  ihe  leulh  article  of  ihc  Irealy  of  Ulrechl  in  1713. — 
(wluilher  they  are  lew  or  many  will  appear  I  the  country  under  ihe  Spanish  till.-;  for  we  claimed  Hear  what  he  says.  [Mr.  J,  here  quoted  from  Mr. 
hcrcaller)  who  go  for  54°  4b'  or  a  war,  and  1  on  our  own  righl  directly  against  Iho  tille  of  Spain.  |  Monroe.]  Here  he  lells  the  Biilisli  government  Ihal 
after  the  allciiliun  of  the  presidcnl  must  have  been  |  We  claimed  by  our  own  discovery  and  our  own  set-  '  commissaries  had  established  Ihe  line  according  to 
called  lo  whal  had  passed  in  this  chamber,  we  arc  I  slemeni,  made  in  Ihe  exercise  of  our  own  alleged  that  trcaly,  and.  when  the  bouiilary  reached  Iho 
lold  in  relalion  to  the  conduct  whii  h  the  president  I  national  rights— rights  that  were  inconsistent  wilh  1  parallel  of  49,  il  ran  weslwardly  along  thai  parallel 
is  likely  to  pursue  in  this  controversy,  Ihat  "his  fu- 1  the  tille  of  any  body  else,  whether  that  title  was  al  indefinitely,  towards  Ihe  ocean.  And  from  the  earli- 
luro  course  must  be  judged  by  his  past  cnnduci;"  I  leged  lo  rest  on  discovery,  possession,  or  any  olher  est  period,  over  since  1713,  which  was  the  dale  of 
that  lu  whether  be  will  aci:epUheoUefofl9°iiiay  be!  ground.  From  1775  10  this  day,  Spain  has  never  had  I  the   treaty  of  Ulreoht,  ihal   boundary  line  is  to  ba 
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fobnd  on  every  map  of  authorily  from  that  day  to 
this      1  said  llu.l  the  modern  doctrine  (hroachod   as 
beheve,  for  tl,B  tirst  l,me  by  Mr.  Gr«^"»'°«') '« '^a 
that  hue  never  was  in  fact  run.     Why,  sir,  it  ..ev,-r 
wa    conlelnplaled  to  be  run  physically.     The  treaty  \ 
does  not  say  that  it  shall  be  run;  the  treaty  says    ha    , 
it  shall  be  "described,"  and    it  was  so  describe.l,  ..s 
we  contend  on  the  authority  ef  Mr.  M.mroe,  d.-nved 
from  President  Madison.    It  was  described  as  inteiid-  ] 
ed  to  run  on  the  49ih  parallel  of  latitude;  lu.letinile- 
ly-  that  IS,  to  the  o.-ean.  r.i,  „r 

I  make  bold  to  say  that,  at  the  period  of  the  ..thofj 
S.;ptember,  ISOl,  no  agent  of  the  government  had  so 
much  as  pretended  lo  any  claim  on  our  port  beyond 
"hie  hne  of  49,  but  up  to  thai  line  that  our  title  was 
clear  and  undeniable,  and  so  1  think  it  is.  But  in 
Ihe  condition  in  which  our  title  now  stamh  1  hold 
Ihat  necessity  demands  a  compromist.  1  think  tliere 
is  no  senator  but  must  admit  that  in  absence  of  all 
compromise  war  is  inevitable.  Spain  has  relinquish- 
ed all  her  claim;  Russia  claims  nothing  south  ol  54^ 
40';  and  there  is  no  other  government  winch  assorts 
a  title  in  the  country  between  the  parallels  ol  42  and 
54  but  England  and  the  United  States 

How   should  we  have  lo  settle  this  if  it  was  a  new  i 
question?     After    we    have    induced  the  subjects  of. 
Great  Britain  lo  come  into  the  country  and  hold  it  in  i 
common    with   ourselves,  under  the  treaty  oj    818;, 
and  alter  we  had  renewed  that  treaty  in  182/,  leav 
im:  the  question  of  sovereignty  undeculeil;  and  alter 
we    have    permitted  and  invited   England  to  extend 
her    laws  over  them  as  we  propose  lo  extend  ours,  j 
what   does  magnanimity   and  real  hou  )r  require  at 
our  hand-'     Obviously  a  fair  and  honorable  division 
of  the   territory.     And  if  this   can    be  done  by  the 
adoption  of  a  line  peculiarly  appropriate  to  consti- 
tute a  boundary,  then  I  hold  it  is  proper,  on  our  part, 
tu  fix  on  such  a  line.   Now,  I  ask  what  is  our  bound- 
arv  with  the  English  possessions  east  of  the  Rocky 
miunlains;     The   parallel  of  49.     What  is  the  most 
natural  boundary  for  us  lo  adopt  west  ol  those  moun- 
tains?   The    parallel  of  49-     What   line  was  estab 
lished    under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  ol  Utrecht 
as  being  the  mosl  natural  and  proper  lor  a  boundaryr 
The  parallel  of   19.     What  is  the  line  that  shonid  be 
adopted,   looking  to  the  relative  advantages  of  both 
parties'     The  parallel  of  49.     And  1  say  that  il  this 
were    now  a  new    question,  coming  up  lor  the  first 
time  before   an  American  congress,  the  national  ho- 
nor    so  far  from    being  violated  by  the  adoption  ol 
that  boundary,  could,  on  the  countrary,  be  preserved 
by  this  means  only.     Is  it  honorable  in  a  high-mind   | 
ed    nation    to   tell  the  subjects  of  another  nation  to 
come   in    with    their  laws;  lo  invite  them  over  and 
over  again  to  extend  their  possessions  in  the  conn 
try  and  then,  after  we  have  got  them  in,  they  fond- 
ly believing  that  they   were  lo  live  under  the  prolec 
lion  of  British    law    and    British    po.ver     to  say   lo 
these  same  persons,  '•Retire,  go  out  of  the  oounlry, 
or  we  will  extend  over  you  our  laws  exclusivelj!  — 
1  admit     as  to  the  question  of  right,  that  a  title  hy 
possession  cannot  oe  manUamed  by  e.iher  party,  a:.d 
Ihe  treaty  of  1818,  which  provided  for  the  common 
use  of  the  territory  by  both,   did  not  alleet  the  pre- 
vious title  of  either:  on  the  contrary,  it  conlamed  an 
express  provision  that  il  should  have  no  such   effect. 
But  1  think  it  must   be  obvious,  looking  at  the  char- 
acter of  the  transaction,  the  manner  in  which  it  ori- 
ginated, and    what  was   declared  to  be    its^purpo>e 
that   il  IS  no  more  than  right  on  the  part  of  each  ol 
the  nations  to  offer  and  accept  a  lair  division. 

But  il  is  not  a  new  question;  and  what  the  govern- 
ment has  heretofore  done  imposes  on  us  an    mipera- 
live  duty  10  settle  the  controversj    on  the  paralh-l  ol 
49°  if  II  can  be  done.   In  1818  we  proposed  that  line 
to  Great  Britain  a,  a  boundary,   together  wilh   ttie 
free  navigation  of  the  Columbia  river;  in   1824   ^^e 
proposed  the  same  line  without  the  navigation  ol  the 
^.ve"^;  in  1826  the  o8Vr  of  1818   was   renewed      In  | 
1843   under  Mr.  Tyler,  when  the  attention  o    thi,  | 
gove  nment    was  again    drawn    to    the  suhjecl,  au-  , 
IhoritV    was    given    to    our    minister    lo    renew   the 
offers  of  1818  and  1826,  both  as  lo  the  line  and  the  | 

"such  was  the  condition  of  the  subject  when  ^U. 
Polk  came  into  the  presidential  <=»«"••  And'hal 
was  his  opinion?  I  said  tha^,  in  my  judgnent,  ihe 
previous  conduct  of  ihe  governmenl  created  a  mora 
SbUgation  of  as  great  a  binding  orce  as  any  mora 
obligation  can  poisess  to  accept  the  line  ol  49°  T  it 
can  be  obtained.     What  says  the  president  in  his  an- 

""'Inefefence  to  what  had  been  done  by  my  prede- 
cessoi-  and  especially  in  consideralion  thatpropusi- 
"ons  of  compromise  had  been  Ihnce  made  by  Iwo 
preceding  adln.slrations,  to  adjust  'he  quesiion  on 
Ihe  parallel  of  forly-nine  degrees,  and  "'  >•;*"  ° 
them  yieldmg  to  Great  Britain  the  tree  naviga  ion 
of  tle'colum'bia,  and  ihal  the  pending  negotiation 
•  had  been  commenced  on  the  basis  ol  compromise,  1 


de-med  itto  be  mv  duly  not  abruptly  to  break  it  off.  - 

•  *      »       A   proposition    was  ancordingly  made,  ■ 
which  was  rejected  by  the  British  penipotentiary,  Sic. 

•  •     The  proposilion  thus  offered  and  rejected,  re- 
peated the  offer  of  the  parallel  of  Inrly-nine  degrees  1 

i  north  latitude,  which    h,,d   been    made    by    two  pre- 
ceding admmistralions,  &'•.     »     •      ll.dlhisbeen  a 
new  question,  coming- under   discussion   lor  the  tiist 
1  time    this  proposition  would  not  have  been  made.— 
The  extraordinary  and  wholly  inadmissable  demands 
of  the  Briti-h  governmenl,  and   the  rejection  of  Ihe 
I  proposition  made    in    delerence    alone    to  what  had 
been  done  by  my  predecessors,  iind  tlu  implud  obliga- 
i  lion  which  (;ieii-oclssfemed(oi"ij)ose,allord  salislacli)ry 
1  evidence  that  no  compromise  which  the  United  btates 
1  ought  to  accept  can  be  effected." 
I      Impose  on  whom?     On  me,  .Tames   K.  Pdlt?     No; 
iiu.poseon    the    American   nation,  of  « Inch    hew-as 
'  the  mere  representative:  an  obligation  arising  from 
the   fact  that,  on  four  difforenl   occasions,  this  oiler 
had  been  aullioi  ised;  so  that  the  honor  of  the  nation 
bound  him  now  to  renew  il.     He  i-enews  according-  ^ 
Iv  Ihe  offer  of  1824,  that  is,  the  line  ol  49;  but,  with 
liie   exception    ol  Ihe   navigation   of  the  Columbia  i 
rivei    at  the  same  lime  giving    Englan.l  some  minor  I 
but  substantial  advantages  in   lieu   of  it.     The  ques-  j 
lion    1  now  propose   to  the    friends   of  the  presidcMl 
on  this  floor  (and  it  is  a  very  obvious  0'"=)  ''  [hi-:  il  1 
Ihe  pi-evious  offers  of  this  government  in  131b,  1824,  ] 
1826   and  their  renewal  in   1843,  created  an  implied 
obligation  on  the  president  to  settle  our  controversy 
on  the  same  terms,  is  not  that  obligation  now  more 
'  imperative  than  ever,  from  tl,e  fact  thai  the  president 
himself  has  repeated  that  very  offer?  "VVhu  is  James 
K.  Folk?"  was  a  question  onee  asked.     We  all  know 
now  who  he  is,  though    there  are   some  ivho  do  not 
know  what  he  is.     He  ,s  the  president  of  the  United 
Slates.     He  speaks  for  the  whole  country;  he  is  ves- 
ted with  the  authority    so   lo  speak,  and  his  acts,  in 
the  exercise  of  that  authority,  are  as  binding  on  the  i 
United  States  as  the  acts  of  a  y  of  his  predecessors: 
they  can  create   an  obligation,  express   or   implied,, 
lusl  as  strong  as  Ihe  acts  of  his   predecessors,  could  | 
do.     If,  in  making  his   offer  to    England,  he  was  un-  i 
der  obligatn.n  from  the  acts  of  his  predecessors,  how 
can  any  man  deny  that,  having  made  that  ofler,  he  is  \ 
j  not  bound  to  accepl  il  if  il  shall   come   lo  him  from  1 
Ihe  other  side? 

Supposing  he  shall  refuse  it,  and  go  with  the  sen- , 
ator   Irom   Indiana    lor   54°  40',    whal   will    be  Ihe 
judgment  of  the    world    when    England   asks   us   to 
settle  this  question  of  title  on  terms  which  we  have 
I  five  times  recognized  as  just  -and    lair?      Ihere  can  | 
I  be  but  one  opinion.     Whal  was  right  and  proper  in  | 
1818   right  and  proper  in    1824,  right  and  proper  m 
i  1826,  right  and  proper  in  1843,  and  right  and  proper 
111  1845,  IS  right  and  proper  now.     Let  us  go  lo  war 
'  as  soon  as  we  think  proper  after  the  refusal  ol  such 
an  offer,  and  1    use    no  extravagant   language  when 
1  say  that  from  one    end    of  the    civilized    world  to 
I  the    other    the    absolute    and    unmixed    reprobation 
lol  Ihe  American    character,  the    deep    and    perma- 
■  nent  disgrace  of  the  American  name,  will  assuredly 
I  follow.  , 

I      Bui  1  have  no  idea,  not  the  mo-t   remote,  that  we 
are  to  be  subjected  to  any  such  degradation.     1  have 
an  abiding,  a  settled   confidence,  which  I  know  caii- 
i  not  deceive  me,  that  no  man  standing  in  the  relatijiis 
i  in  which  the  president   admits  himself  to  be  placed, 
land  acting  under  an  obligjlion   which    he  admits  to 
i  be  binding,  and    wilh    a  senate    beside    him  which  1 
make  bold    lo   say  will,  by  much  more  than  the  con- 
i  alitulional  majority,  allirm  such  an   adjustment  as  1 
have  referred  to,  will    refuse    to    make    it,  piovided 
England   gives    him  the  opportunity.     1  speak  from  , 
an  assurance  derived  from  no  oiher  source  than  that 
which  1    have  before  me  on  this  floor.      The  senator  | 
from  New  York  who  first   addressed  us,  (.Vlr.  Uix,)  , 
and  the  senator    from    Missouri    who  followed  him,  | 
(Mr.  Benton,)  have  both  admitted,  almost  in  words, 
certainly,  in    spirit,  thai   this   dispute   ought   to    be  ! 
compromised;  and  though    1  do    nol    intend  to  cate- 
Icluseany    senator,  nor    ask    to    he    informed    of  the  | 
I  opinion  entertained  by  any,  yet  from  the  oil  repeal- 
led    remarks    ot    the   scnalor    from    .Michigan,  (Mr. 
l0a=s,)  thuu;h  nedid  at    fir-t    alarm    ihe    senate  and  | 
lthecounlrv,(if  he    will    pardon    me  lor  saying  so,)  , 
!  yet  he  declared  at    the   same    time  that  he  leared  a 
var,  and  that  he  would    be  Ihe  list  man    in  the  land 
;  to  desire  ii;    and   1  do  nol   duubt    that,  il    a  suitatjle 
!  treaty  should  come   into    this  senate    to-morro.v,  he 
1  would  give  II  hi-  sanclioii. 

Mr.  Cass.   I  will  tell  jou  about  that  when  the  time 
comes.     lA  laugh-]  ,, 

I  Mr.  JJmsun.  1  no  nol  want  him  lo  tell  me.  He 
i  may  spare  me  Ihe  remark.  I  kno.v  it  in  advance.- 
He  will,  however,  have  an  opporlunity  lo  tell  us 
lurther,  for  1  have  no  doubt  that  in  due  time  a  treaty 
will  come  before  us,  in  spile  of  the  opposition  to  the 
prtsidenl's  Irieiids  as  well  as  of  his  enemies. 


And    as    for    Ihe   other   senator  from  New  York, 

(Mr.  Dickinson,)    wlm    eomnienced    Ins    speech    by 

that  he    would  demonstrate  our  lille  up  lo 


leirin?  u=  ......  ..^    - 

54O  40'  to  all  who  would  listen,  and  who  talked  lo 
alKiUl  the  regard  of  Heaven  being  conveyed  Ions  in 
tones  which  threatened  war  or540  4UM  havejnstas 
little  iloubl  lhai  il  the  question  conies  lo  4'J°  or  war, 
he  lakes  49°.     [Mmli  merrimenl.] 

There  are  some  of  onr  friends  on  the  olher  side 
of  the  chamber,  the  senator  from  Illinois,  (.Mr. 
Breese,)  ihe  senaUir  from  Ohio,  (iMr.  Allen,)  and 
the  senator  from  Indiana,  (Mr.  Hannegan,)  who  all. 
go  I'oi  .)40  40'  or  lighting.  Now,  I  have  no  doubt, 
that  Ihe  senator  from  Indiana  will  "slicU"  to  that, 
nol  parenllieiieally,  but  in  fact.  [A  laugh.]  If  these 
genlleinen  will  pardon  me,  1  will  venture  lu  say  that 
they  arc  the  Hot-purs  of  the  senate— 1  mean  ol 
course  in  point  of  spirit,  courage,  and  gallantry.— 
The  senator  from  Indiana,  1  suppose,  may  be  consi- 
dered as  the  general;  but  the  senators  Irom  Illinois 
[  and  Ohio  are  certainly  cntilled  to  distinguished  rank, 
'  for  they  icll  us  there  is  no  danger  of  a  war  w  ilh  Lng- 
j  land,  and  one  of  them  expressed  the  opiiii  .11  thai 
1  England  could  do  us  no  harm. 
I      y\r.  Ilrerse.     1  said  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  Jolmscn.     I  know  you  did  nol.     You  went  (or 
war,  in  spite   of  all    the  harm    she   might    do,      Bui 
Mliere  aie  others  who  think  lliat  no  great   harm   can 
icome    out   of  war    with   England.      What    was    the 
1  ground  taken  hy  the  senator  from  Ohio,  (.Mr.  Allen?) 
First,  he  told  us  that  there  would  be  no  war  at   all. 
1  And  why?     Because  England  dare  nol  fight  us  single- 
'  handed  — whether  hir  Oregon  or  any    thing  else.     It 
IS  a  single  match  which  he  thinks  she  never  will  un- 
deriake,  (and  i  hope    in  God  she  never  may  )      1  ho 
senatur  thinks,  indeed,  that    if  she  can  get  Ru-sia  to 
join  Willi    her,  ami    France    loo,  and    has  .Mexico  to 
aid  both,  she  may  perhaps  pluck  up  courage  enough 
to  fight  the    United    Slate,!      Tile   senator  says  that 
she  is  the  very   feeblest  government  on  Mie  lace  ol 
the  earth.     This  is  said  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
millee  on  foreign    relation.-.     And   what   makes  her 
feebU?     It  is  the   adaptation  of  the    steam  power  to 
Ihe  naval  marine;  il  is   her  immense  public  debt  di- 
vided among  many  thousand  of  her   own  citizens.— 
1  And  he  tells    us    finally,  Ihat,  possessing    these    ele- 
1  ments  ol  obvious  and  apparent   weakneess,  she  dare 
I  not  repudiate  her  debt—a   privilege    which  it  seems 
I  the  United  Stales  have. 

yir.Mlen.  I  say  that  the  word  repudia'ion  was 
not  used  by  me,  but  the  scnalor  knows  that  a  stale  o 
war  susiiends  the  interest  due  on  foreign  debts.  Ami 
she  would  not  have  this  relief,  because  her  debt  is 
owing  at  home. 

Mr.  Johnson.  I  did  not  mean  to  say  that  war  sus- 
pended the  payment  of  her  own  debt.  1  wasspe;ik- 
ing  of  her  own  debt.  Yet  in  the  same  breath,  the 
senator  said  that  England  dare  not  repudiate,  and  he 
finally  held  her  up  lo  the  world  as  "a  pauper."  And 
this  was  to  inspire  us  with  a  sense  ol  her  absoluie 
weakness.  But,  to  deepen  that  impresMon  siill 
more— to  remove  all  dread  of  England  lo  an  infinite 
dislance,  he  went  on  lo  tell  us  that  Engia  id  is  as 
feeble  as  an  unborn  inlant.  And  by  way  ol  stating  a 
fad,  which  genius  only  was  equal  to,  went  on  to  de- 
sci  ibe  10  us  tills  infant  as  -reposing  m  the  lap  ol  Ihe 
past."     [Much  laughter.] 

Then  the  senator  from  Illinois  asked  us  what  Ihcre 
isabonta  war  wilh  England  to  frighten  us?  Conid 
it  be  her  navy?  Give  us  but  twelve  months  noiice. 
'(and  this  wesliall  have  hv  the  treaty,)  and  wc  should 
have  a  larger  navy  than  England  ever  had.  '1  hank 
God  for  thai!  And  then,  1  suppose  that  if  all  the 
!  other  European  powers  should  unite  their  naval 
1  power  wilh  that  of  England,  give  us  two  years  no- 
1  lice,  and  we  will  create  a  navy  greater  than  the 
I  whole.  But  how  is  this  navy  ol  ours  to  be  oblain- 
I  ed'  By  converting  our  New  York  liners  into  Iri- 
I  gales  No  doubt  the  senator  believed  this  statement 
I  lu  be  perfectly  correci;  and  he  went  so  far  as  to  Icl 
>  us  that  there  was  nol  one  of  those  vessels  but  would 
I  be  a  lull  match  fi.r  a  British  frigate!  And,  as  l^r 
'  steamer.-,  though  we  had  none  quite  so  large  as  those 
I  lately  built  m  England,  yet  ue  could  make  ours  go 
twenty-seven  miles  an  hour,  which,  1  suppose,  would 
'  he  a  very  great    advai.tage,  either    in    running  after 

'an  enemy,  or  ru igaway   from   him!     [A  laugh.] 

Il  is  slrange  that  senat..:s  here,  with  all  other  op- 
pi.rluniliLs  to  know  the  true  condition  ol  things,  and 
our  actual  relaiion  to  the  power  of  other  nations, 
can  uticr,  (.favely,  from  their  place  in  this  chamber. 
lhin-'=  which  seem  so  monstrous  lo  all  common 
sense.  Unless  the  picideiit  holds  himself  under  an 
implied  obligation  10  selile  the  existing  dispute,  and 
the  senate  shall  ihiiik  so  loo,  il  might  now  become 
necessary  lo  "prepare  the  hearts  ol  the  nation  1  .r 
war  "  Without  any  intention  to  speak  with  dispar- 
agement of  the  opinion  of  these  gentlemen,  1  cannot 
bul  remark   what    1   conbider  a    belter   opinion   has 
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been  expressed  by  the  senator  from  Michi"an   (Me  I      Mr    T^h«.„^      i        ■     <■  . 

C,ss,)  a'nd  the  seL.or  (Von,  Ne^v    York:  (Mr    1^,1.)    th.^lhfl  "Z'so     '"     '     "^  •""°""  '""""■"■'•    ' 


IV hen  they  tolJ  us  that  Eiigland  never  was  prepared 
to  strike  a  heavier  blow  ihaii  at  this  moment,  and 
that  there  is  no  nation  on  the  globe  whose  power  is 
gri-aler,  or  whom  it  would  be  nuire  dangerous  for 
us  to  encounter.  But  says,  the  senator  7rom  llli- 
i^ois,  let  the  war  come;  she  can  d,i  us  no  i;r^at  harm; 
we  may  lose  a  few    merchant    ships,  and  I    think  I 


If  such  ends  can  be  acpomplished  by  negotiation 
II  suph  ends  have  been  accomplished,  I  invite  sena 
tors,  in  jiaiiee  to  themselves,  in  charity  to  the  na 
ti-n,  to  support,  one  and  all,  what  I  have  no  douht 
they  wish  should  be  the  determination  of  the  chief 
masislrale,  to  settle-  the  present  controversy  bv 
ime  means.     Let    (he    senator    from    Indiana '( VI 


said  a  few  sloop- 
replaced.  No  doubt  the  senaior'really  thinks  ih 
faei  to  be  so.  'No  great  harm!"  H^s  he  taken 
into  his  esUmLle  the  oceans  of  blood  that  will  be 
spill.'  the  ajonies  of  :he  bailie  field.'  the  shri^k^  of 
the  dying?  the  slilj  more  lerr.fii!  shriek  of  widows 
and  orphan-.'  ihe  .lepreciatioii  of  the  public  moral-.' 
the  arrest  of  civilization?  the  outrages  on  humanit)' 
Will  Ihe  senator  say  that  these  are  no  great  evils 
and  thai  these  thiniis  can  "easily  be  replaced?"— 
The  senalor  from  New  York  who  last  , poke  (.Mr 
Dickinson)  told  us,  however,  tiiat  there  were  women 
enough  to  bind  up  our  wounds.  Ay,  but  there  are 
no  women  wlio  can  bring  back  the  dead.  No  touch 
ct  a  weeping  wile  will  avail  to  bring  back  her  bus 
ba'id  from  the  grave.  .<Vnd  no  power  short  of  the 
divine  influx  of  Christianity,  and  that  exercised 
through  a  long  series  of  years,  can  bring  back  lo  the 
community  the  weakened  and  waning  sense  ol  moral 
obligation.  No  valor  can  bring  back  to  their  origi- 
nal prosperity  and  brightness  our  desolated  and 
blackened  coasts,  our  ravaged  cities,  and,  above  all 
place  us,  where  God  intended  we  should  be,  really 
and  truly  at  peace  with  cur  fellow  men. 

I  am  bohl  to  say— and  I  say   it    in  no  spirit  of  de- 
precation ol  the  valor  of  my  countrymen--and  [  say 
It  mth  a  lull    conviction    that  Ihey  are  equal  to  any 
emergency— let  war  come  upon  us  because  we  have 
refused  our  own  terms,  olTered    by   us  over  and  over 
again,  and    the    responsibillly   of  ihose    who   shall 
bring  It  upon  us    will   be   not    only  heavy  enou^-h  to 
sjnk  a  navy,  but  will  cause  them    lo   live,  as  long  as 
God  shall  suffer  Ihem  to  live,  in  this  world,  in  a  a  ale 
ol  self  reproach  and    menial  agony  altoguiher  inde- 
scribable.    1  fancy  I  know  how  these  senators  would    v.eiion,  in  wnicn  i  am  sure  I  cannot 
IheL    i'nri   7         1"    ""'^'    ''^''"    'fP™'"'''    one  of    the  president's   motives  are  peaceful,     in  what  con- 
hllVrv      ."       "'^    ^T    ■•«l'™^'^"r"lly    in   the  face,    dilion  are  we  now?     The  lille    to   Oregon-^Oreron 
'^^^^•"Ti^'^y^l  '""'  »f  ^"  °r  "'i^  -retch,    all  or  none-nay  be  made,  not  in  tl^  brands  asfna' 


:.f  war,  but    they    would  be  easily     u         '"""!";  '"    *'""■"'"•    from    Indiana  (.Mr. 

ibl   the   senator   really    thinks  ihe    ,,"!"''''^',V  ,"'""  ""■'''"■^'"  "'*'3'    1  may  be  per.nit- 

''^', '".""'"'    i'f'Pe''""is    patriolism.     Let  him  nol 

[  sutler  It  to  run  riot.     Let  hnn  give  himself  up  to  no 

I  ilieam  of  national  honor,  while  he  is  blind  to  all  Ihe 

I  obli.aalioiis  .>hi.diChri-lianity  and    which    humanity 

impose.     Let  him  take  no  eouise  Ihat  will  not  leave 

as  he  hndi  it    his   native    coonirv    blooming  like  the 

rose.     r;.i,-ry  not  de-olalion  of   havoc  throu-h  every 

i-ornerof  the  land,  and,  above  all,  let  him  pursue  that 

course,  and  be  animaled  by  Ihat  spiril,— which  shall 

bring  on  us  the  praise  and  approbation  instead  oflhe 

curses  of  Ihe  world. 

I  am  not  here  (continued  Mr.  Johnson)  for  the 
purpose  of  assailing  the  validity  of  the  A^nericju 
title,  and  1  wish  not  lo  be  misunderstood.  The  title, 
and  the  means  of  defending  it,  are  m  the  hands  of 
the  proper  legilimale  department  of  the  "overn- 
menl;  and  whilst  in  other  hands,  1  an  not  about  to 
point  out  the  extent  to  >vhicli  1  think  our  title  goes 
and  where  1  am  sure  the  pre-ideiil  intends  to  carry 
It  unless  driven  into  a  war  by  the  obstinacy  of  Eng- 
land. I  would  ralher  my  head  should  be  stricken  oti' 
than  awaken  tlie  American  h»arl  into  being  the  a'- 
gressoi;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  trouble  the  senate 
upon  this  point. 

How  is  Ihe  negotiation  lo  be  again  resumed?— 
What  are  the  steps  most  likely  lo  bring  about  this 
resuli?  Are  they  to  remain  as  they  are,  or  is  Ihe 
advice  of  the  president  lo  us  to  be  adopted?  I  con- 
fess that  on  ihis  subject  my  mind  has  been  solici- 
tously anxious,  and  has  undergone  recently  a  change 
and  that  change  has  been  owing  to  facts  to  which  1 
have  already  alluded,  impressing  me  with  Ihe  con- 
-  iilion,  in  which  1  am  sure  i  cannot  be  misled,  Ihat 


eilness;  a  false  sense  of  national  honor  goaded  you 
on,  till  you  have  brought  us  all  this  miserv.  There 
lies  my  husi  and,  „  blackened  corpse;  and  here  am  1 
With  my  orphan  children,  the  most  wretched  of  wo' 
men;  and  all  for  nothing!  for,  after  all,  Oregon  is 
lost."  And  the  senator  from  Illinois  will  pardon 
me  lor  saying  thai  he  would  hang  his  head  in  unmi- 
tigated regret  and  shame;  he  would  call  the  moun- 
lams  to  fall  on  him;  he  would  give  ihe  wealth  of  the 
world,  if  he  had  it  lo  bring  back  that  general  peace 
and  happiness  which,  but  lor  him,  might  have  con- 
tinued long  lo  bless  his  native  land. 

The  age  vie  live  in  denounces  war— that  savage 
beastly  mode  of  settling  either  territorial  or  indivi 
dual  controversies.  As  has  been  receiilly  said  by 
one  now  on  the  verge  of  the  grave,  and  whose  wlnde 
life  has  been  devoted  to  the  cause  of  benevcdence 
"war  15  lit  only  for  wild  beasts,  but  is  beneath  the 
reason  and  dignity  of  man."  And  as  has  betn  beau 
tifully  said  by  one  of  England's  proudest  sons  -'ihe 
drying  up  of  a  single  tear  confers  more  honest' fame 
than  shedding  seas  of  gore."  The  spirit  of  the  a^c 
denounces  such  savage  barbarity.  Thai  spiril  wliirh 
Jed  two  powerful  guvbrnments  to  make  an  amicable 
and  honorable  arrangement  of  dispute,  once  so 
Ihreatenhpg,  in  regard  lo  our  northeastern  boundary 
—a  settlemcnl  whieh  the  senator  from  Ohio  thou-hl 
proper  to  stigmatize  as  dishonorable  to  the  nalioiT— 
il  there  were  nothing  else  in  the  life  of  the  Ameri- 
can negotiator  who  participated  in  that  happy  result— 
if  he  h  id  not  before,  and  oflen,  both  in  the  loriim 
and  in  the  public  councils  of  ihis  nation,  filled  the 
measure  of  human  renown— this  alone  has  won  lor 
him  a  reputation  for  penetrating  sagacity,  for  match- 
less intellcctu.l  power,  for  sterling  palrioiism,  such 
as  has  rarely  been  equalled,  never  surpassed,  by  ain 
stalesnian,  dead  or  living.  I  beg  pardon  for  speaking 
Ihus  III  the  presence  in  which  1  stand:  1  am  defendiiii; 
the  nation,  noi  the  negotiator. 

The  senate  will  pardon  me  for  saying  thai  so  com- 
mandiiig,  so  powerful  was  Ihe  influence  of  a  part  ol 
Ihal  correspondence  on  a  subject  which  threatened 
to  involve  the  country  m  war,  ihat  Lord  Aheideen 
lifter  reading  the  views  of  Itie  American  nugoli.iior 
on  the  right  of  search,  pronounced  the  prediction 
that  from  thai  day  forward  no  impresMnent  wouf 
again  be  made  of  an  American  sai'or.  Vcl  in 
friend  from  Ohio  seems  to  thiidi  11, at  in  that  iieeolia 
lion  the  national  honor  was  serioiiily  injured. 

Mr  Stvitr.  If  the  senator  will  jiaruun  the  iiilcr 
rupiion,  I  should  be  glad  lo  ask  his  ..ulhurily  lo 
Ktating  that  such  Was  tlie  remaik  of  Luru  At,ei 
dcen.  i    '   1 


tors  ol  the  United  States,  for  they  are  incapable  of 
turning  il  to  such  a  purpose;  il  may  be  made,  1  say, 
a  party  watchword;  it  may  be  made  lo  fill  the  whole 
and,  and  lash  it  into  a  state  of  feverish  excitement. 
bmigianls  to  that  territory,  taking  the  excitement 
will,  them;  members  of  the  senate,  in  the  exercise 
ol  llieir  admilled  authority,  proclaiming  to  those 
emigrants  Ihat  they  stand  on  American  soil  and 
ought  10  be  protected  exclusively  by  American  laws 
and  that  every  E  glishman  is  a  trespasser;  a  divided 
jurisdiction;  one  system  of  laws  extending  lis  pro- 
'— •■■!£  arm  over  our  household,  and  another  system 

anolher:  a  conflict   in    my  judgment  in  such  a  I 
case  would  be  inevitable      The    slate  of  things  pro-  I 
vided  lor  by    liie  treaty    of  1318,  and    conlmued    by  j 
that    of  lci27,  caiinol    last,  nor    will    il  last.     How,  I 
ihen,  IS  a  conflict  lo  be  avoided?    Clearly  by   brim:-  ' 
log  ihis  stale  of  things    lo   an   end,   by    dividing  the  j 
disputed  territory,  by  erecting  each    portion   into  a 
separate  sovereignly,  to  be  placed    under  the  armed  ! 
jurisdiction  ol  lis  own   government.     This  can  only  I 
be  done  by  abrogating  the  treaty.     England  does  not 
give  the  notice,  and,  unless  we  do,  all  Ihe  dangers  to 
which  I  have  ixlened  will  follow. 

I  think  the  notice  ought  to  be   given,  and  bef.re  1 
sit  down  1  shall  propose  a  form  of  notice,  somewhat 
dilleient,  but  subslanlially  the  same  with  one  which 
has  already  been   submiiied    lo  the  consideralion  of 
he  senate.     If  1  was  satisfied  thai  all  that  lo  which 
1  have  alluded  would  not   drive  us  into  a  conflict    I 
should    inhnilely    prefer   the    present   condition    ol 
things.      Ihe  advice  of  the    senator  from  Soulh  Ca- 
rolina, (Mr.  Calhoun,)  Ihe  opinion  which  he  has  ex- 
pressed, wisely    expressed— expressed    in    Ihe    very 
spirit  ol  wisdom-iliat  our  policy  should   be  a  mas- 
terly ina.livity,  is  ihe  true    policy    of  this  nalion.- 
liy  emigration  we  w«uld,  in  the  course  of  lime,  ne- 
cesaaiily  have  made    the    territory    ours.     But  llnl 
masterly  inactivily    has   ceased    to  be  masterly    be 
cau.e  ol   ihe  unmasUrly  aelUilij  of  some  others.    But 
lamsuie  wilhoul    knowing    individually    what    Ihe 
opinion  ol   Ihe    lionorahle   senator    to    whom  1  have 
alluded,  now  is,  he  will  agree  with    me  Ihat  Ihe  day  i 
lor  masterly  inaclimy  is  gone.     And  let  me  say  Ihat  ! 
we  are  in  llic  discharge  ol   a  lunclioii    of  awful  and  ! 
tremei.dous  lesponsibiiiij— wiih  the  civilized  world  ' 
.sillmg  III  judgment    up.m    us;  Willi    Ihe    eyes  of  the 
people  ol  this  counlry  lurHed  w  iih  deep  and  intense 
sulicitude  lowaidsis;  wilh    Ihe  hopes   of  huinaiiilv 
the  progress   of  Cl.nslijn    faiih    and    OOrisliaii    IrV 
u.nplis  r.  sting   on    wlial    the   senate   of  ihe   Uiiiled 
Caus  may  be  willing  lu  do.     Eveij  lover  of  consti- 
Uiiional  Irecdom,  wherever  be  may    be  found,  looks 


*ith  intense  anxiety  lo  the   judginenl  mrl    ihe   deci 
ion  of  the  representatives    of  ihis    free  rciMiblic- 
If  we  art  wisely,  hum  inely.  in  a  Cliri-ii^,,  -oirit    in 
Ihatspirit  which  prevailed  as  the    highest  and    m'ost 
earnest  wish  of  Heaven,  that    Jiere    shall    be  peace 
-Ih,  good  wHl  10  men,  we  will  goon  prospering 
and  to  prosper.     But  if  we  act  otherwise;  If  we  give 
rselves  up  to  ihe   leading    of  impetuous  spirits-  if 
we   are    reckless,    regardless    oflhe    obligations' of 
humanily  and    Chri,iianilv;   if  we    fly  in  the  face  of 
he  spirit  of  peace,  in  whirl,    a    republic   can  alone 
live,  I  repeal,  so  far  from  having  the  blessings  oflhe 
world  upon  us,  we  will  go  do..„    m  posterity  as  the 
enen.iesofall   good       Audi    think    it  is  our  dulv  to 
apply  to  that  God,  whom  we   all    in  common  adore 
and  inv„ke  his  mercy  to   save  us  friioi  ihose  desolal." 
ing  calamines  with  which  we  have  been  threatened 
and  preserve  us  a  peaceful  and  happy  nalioii. 
I      I  propose,  then,  in  concluding,  lo  offer,  by  way  of 
amendment  lo  the    resolulion    which  came  from   the 
house  of  representatives    on    this    subje.'i,  and    as  a 
j  substitute  for  Ihal    resolulion,  the    preamble  and  re- 
I  solutions  off'ered  by  the  senator  from  Kentucky   (Mr 
jCrillenden,)  with  this  ditierenee;   providing,  alw.iys 
t  that,  instead,  of  deferring  the  notice,  as  the  original 
amendment  proposed,  to  be  siven  from  and  after  the 
termination    oflhe    present    session    of  congress    it 
may  be  given  from  and  after  the    first   day    of   Ju'ne 
next.   With  this  alteration,  I  shall  move  the  ..doplion 
of  those  resolutions,  and  cease  lo  trouble    the  senate 
further  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Bieese  said  he  did  not  rise    for  the  purpose  of 
replying  |„  the  arguments  of  the  honorable  senator, 
but  Ihe  senator  had  asked  a  question    or    two  which 
perhaps  it  would  not    be  improper    for    him  now   to 
answer.     It  was    in    vain,  in    his    apprehensions,  to  ' 
say  Ihal  Ihe  spirit  oflhe  age  and  of  Christianity  was  ' 
opposed  to  war,  if  th.,1  war  was    lo  he  waged  in  de- 
fence of  national    rights    and    national    honor.     He 
[  would  ask  the  senator  whether  he  does  not  consider 
national  honor  lo  be  a  valuable    possession,  and  Ihat 
no  people  ought    lo  neglect   lo  preserve  their  honor 
unsullied,  and  if  it    be    proper    for    him  lo  allude  to 
the  horrors  and  calainiiies  of  a  war  waged  in  defence 
ol  naliimal    rights?      The    onjumenl,  he  thought    if 
suslained,    would    put    an    end  at  once  lo  the  obliga- 
lions  resting  upon  the  country  to  defend  its  rights.— 
It  was  not  the  spiril  of  the  age,  lie  apprehended— at 
any    rale  it  was  not  the  spiril  of  the    American  peo- 
I  pie  to  suH^er  encroachments    upon    their  rights;  they 
I  would  resist  them  lo  the  death      And  he  would  ask, 
further,  as  the  senator   had   referred  lo  the  subject 
,  and  had  assimilated  him,  together  wilh    the  senators 
j  Irom  Indiana  and  Ohio,  to  a  character  delineated  by 
j  bhakspeare,  he    would    a,k    the  senator  if  he  recol- 
I  lects,  in  the  works  of  ihal  great  delineator  of  human 
passions  and  human  nature,  a  scene  which  occurred 
between  Hotspur,  Glendower,  and  .Mortimer,  when 
J  m  anticipation  of  success  in  the  enterprise  in  whinh 
I  t_hey  were  engaged,  they  proposed  to  divide  the  hing- 
dom.     Hotspur  says: 

".Methinks  mv  mo.etv 
Lquals  in  quaiiiiiy  not  one  of  yours: 
See  how  ihis  river  cunes  me  clanking  in. 
And  cms  me,  fr.Tn  ihe  best  of  all  mvTand, 
A  huge  hall  moon." 
There  was  anolher   passage  in    the    same   aulhor 
which  would  apply  more  properly  as   descriptive  of 
his  own  leelings  m  relation  lo  the  Oregon  rontrover- 
sy.     He  would  give    twice   as    much  lo  any  one  de- 
serving   of    Ihe    name    of  friend;  but    in    a    dispute 
with  a  nalion  to  whom  thai  name  did    not  apply   he 
would  "^  •" 

"Cavil  upon  ihe  ninth  part  of  a  hair.'' 
Mr.  Jo/iiison,  of  Maryland,  said  he  was  very  much 
pleased  wilh  the  passage  from  the  poet  which  the 
senator  had  reciled,  for  he  now  saw  the  authority  on 
which  the  senator  inlended  lo  assert  our  title  to  the 
"hole  ol  Oregon. 

But  in  relation  lo  another  question,  as  lo  whether 
he  meant  lo  say  that  the  spiril  of  the  age  was  against 
a  war  (or  Ihe  delence  ol  clear  and  substantial  na- 
tional rights.  The  senator  could  not  seriously  sup- 
pose that  he  would  abandon  any  such  righ's-  lie 
vvould  leave  the  war,  however,  lo  be  pioihiced  by 
the  adversary,  and  not  by  ourselves  B„i  he  h:.d  yet 
to  learn  that  the  adjiisimenl  oflhe  co:i'i.)ver-v  by 
the  president,  upon  terms  of  his  own  choice,  would 
be  an  abandonmciil  of  naiional  honor. 


A.K.  J.  C.  CALHOUN  S  SPEECH 

ON  THK  OREGON  NOTICE  RESOLUTION 


Unili'd  Slates  Stnak,  Momlny,  Wh  Mmh,  1846. 

IVIK  Calhoun,  being  eniithd  lo  Ihe  l|n„r,  rose  and 
OGdressed  ihe  senale  very  nearly  us  follows: 

'Ihe  question  now  under  order  for  discussion 
li,  whoiher   notice  shall  be   given  to  Great  Britain 
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that  Ihe  (■nnvention  or  joint  ocriip:iricy  lietween  lis  {  ol"  Ihe  stn.ite — aniona;  whicli  I  i^oii^iilcr  niywlf  us 
and  her  shall  lerminate  at  Ihe  end  of  ihe  year.  To  |  included  —  and  whu  were  opposed  lo  tivnij;  ihis  no 
Ihal  question  1  shall  eonfine  my  remarks,  liiiiilinK  I  lice.  They  opposed  it  on  grounds  ilireolly  Ihe  re- 
Ihem  lo  that  and  lo  tlie  questions  immediately  con-  verse  of  llmse  on  winch  these  ceiuleiuen  advocated 
necled  with  it.  1  •-hall  say  nolhin!;  in  reiiard  lo  Ihe  I  it-  Those  wlio  ailvocjlei!  the  nolioe  ..lid  so  heeause 
title  to  Oregon.  Having  been  personally  connected  !  they  believed  there  would  be  no  compromise,  and 
with  previous  negotiations,  in  which  that  question  i  d'Uld  be  n  me.  We  were  oppo^od  to  Ihu  nolici-.  be 
was  concerned,  it  will  be  seen  by  all  Ihot  it  is  pro-  {  cause  we  did  not  agree  wiih  thuni  in  ll.at  opinion. — 
per  that  I  should  pass  it  by  without  notice.'  1  shall  ,  We  believed,  on  the  contrary,  llial  a  compromise 
abstain  from  every  llm.a;  of  a  personal  character,  and  '  inisht  he  ciit-clcd,  and  a  cocn.iion  gr.iuud  assumed  tn 
from  every  thins;  c-ilculated  to  wound  tlie  feelini'sof,  «hich  both  nal-ions  would  agree.  Wu  did  not  think 
any  gentleman;  nut,  at  Ihe  same  time,  I  shall  express  that  the  .Auierican  title  lo  the  whole  of  Oiea;on  lo 
myself  freely,  fully,  and  c^ndiilly  on  all  the  siilijects  j  be  so  perfectly  clear  as  to  he  indispulahle.  We  held 
on  which  I  shall  consider  it  my  duty  lo  touch.  With  that  the  title  of  ncllher  nation  to  llie  whole  country 
these  few  prefatory  rem;)rks,  I  shall  proceed  al  once    v/as    perfect;  and,  therefore,  we  could    not,  and    ilid 


to  the  question  of  noli 

There  is  one  point  on  which  we  must  all  bo  agreed 
and  that  is,  that  a  great  change  has  taken  plac 


not,  believe  that   two    powerful  and   enliglUencil  n; 

lions,  such  as  Great    Britain    and  llic  United  Slates, 

would  go  to  war  on   such  a  qtiotioii,  so   Ions  a*  "'ai 


and  liiai  is,  mat  a  great  rnange  has  taken  place  since    ,    '^  ■--.....   .- «  .,..,.->,.,.,,  ,,.  ,^„r^  a^  ..,,, 

the  commencement  of  the  session  in  the  importance  '  could  by  possibility  be  honor;,hly  and  properly  avoid- 
of  this  question,  and  in  its  bearing  upon  peace  and  ^^-  l'"'  "'^  "'"  "'""  °'  '^^^  "  ''"  "PP"se<l  H'e  (!'« 
war.   Al  that  lime,  lliis  measure  of'  notice  was  of  the    '"K    »'  ""'""^    ="    >'"'  ''"'e.      We  wis|„.d   to  give  to 


greatest  and  most  weighty    importance, 

it  did  the  question  whether  peace  with  Great  Britain 


both  parties  in  Ihis  controversy  a   breathing  time — a 


season  for  calm  and 


rtfleclion;  under  the  in 


should  or  should  not  continue.     Xow,  it  hi-s  become  :  fl"e"<=«  "f  which  they  might  come  to  some  just,  and 


are  argued  in  the  executive  message  in  support  of  I  ''""-*  '"  "^^""^  '"^  ''^'^  P.'''"''  ""-"  q'"=slion,  so  as  to 
the  recommendation  that  notice  shall  he  given,  have  t  P^""?","'  '°  F^  P/'S'^fsion  of  ihe  territory  by  Ihe 
no  longer  their  application.  The  bearing  both  „f  *  S'-a''"!'!  results  of  colonization,  or  lo  change  the 
the  measure  and  of  the  several  parties  ii,  the  senate  '  "''■".  ^"^  ""•  ll>«  blame  of  making  war  from  our 
which  have  grown  out  of  it,  are  entirely  altered  —  ^boulders  upon  hers,  compelling  her  lo  take  the  at- 
Thatthe  executive    recommendation    lo    terminate  | '""''^  "'  ^^e  aggressor. 

the  notice  is  founded  on  the  conviction  that,  pend-  There  were  other  gentlemen  in  this  body  who 
mg  such  a  notice,  there  can  be  no  compromise  of '  *<^'^<'  '^■'°'" ''i'"^''''"' views.  These  were  in  favor  of 
our  difficulties  on  the  Oregon  question,  must  he,  I  j  a  compromise.  They,  too,  thought  that  our  title  was 
think,  aiimilled  on  all  sides.  Indeed,  the  language  "ol- P^''fs'='' '^"'  yet  were  in  favor  of  giving  notice, 
of  the  message  is  explicit  lo  that  eflecl.  It  express-  |  because  they  believed,  notwithstanding  Ihe  tone  and 
es  the  president's  conviction  that  no  compromise  ' '^"S^'K^  "''he  message,  that  the  two  measures  were 
could  be  cirected  which  we  ought  lo  accept.  Il  an-  !  compatible— thai  we  iniglit  give  Ihis  notice  lo  ler- 
nounces  to  us  Ihal  he  made  to  the  British  cummis- 1 '"'"a'<=  "i«  convention,  and  yet  effect  an  amicable 
sioiier  an  offer  of  ihe  parallel  of  49°,  but  that,  that '  compromise  of  all  our  diflicullies.  The  grounds  on 
offer  having  been  rejected,  he  ordered  that  it  should  '  which  iliey  come  lo  this  conclusion  seem  lo  be  three, 
be  immediately  withdrawn.  And  on  thit  same  con-  [  •"  '^e  first  place,  they  think  llial  Ihe  language  of  the 
vielion  lie  recommends  lo  congress  the  passage  of '  ^''^<="''v«  shuws  Ihal  he  still  entertains  the  hope  of 
this  notice,  with  a  view  to  the  removal  of  all  impc-  ''  compromise.  They  quole  lo  us  his  expiess  language, 
dimeiils  to  the  assertion  of  o-.ir  rights  lo  Ihe  whole  of  I  where  he  says  that  he  hopes  an  amicable  arrange- 
the  Oregon  territory.  Assuming  that  there  would  I  ""c"' '"^J'  '^^  "'^''^  "I"  Ihe  qieslions  in  dispute.  1 
be  no  compromise,  the  president  lells  us  that,  al  the  1  *■"  '^"">  a^vare  that  the  president  does  use  tuis  Ian- 
expiralion  of  twelve  months,  a  period  will  have  ar- 1  S'>^S^<  and  thai  the  same  thing  was  said  twice  by  the 
rived  when  our  title  to  that  country  must  eilher  bi- 1 '^'^'"elary  of  stale,  in  Uie  course  of  the  correspon 
abandoned  or  firmly  maintained.  'I'hroughout  ihe  ! ''^"'^^i '^'J'  H  seems  impossible  tome  thai,  on  the 
whole  message  there  is  not  the  sligllest  intimation  '  P'a'n<=sl  and  justesl  rules  of  construction,  Ihe  mes 
that  any  compromise  is  expected;  but. on  the  contra-  \  '^ge  can  be  considered  as  expressing  ihjt  meaning 
ry,  the  entire  document  assumes  the  opposite  view.  :  Il  i^  a  most  solemn  and  weighty  stale  paper, address- 
Yet  1  admit  that  the  grounds  on  which  the  presi-  '  f^  ''>',_'*'?  f="''^""'«  "<"  "'^  nation  to  a  co-ordinate 
dent  bases  this,  his  conviction,  are  derived  from  the  I  ?T  m  ?.  ,  eo'ernmenl,  and  in  which  he  is  bound 
negotiation  itself,  and  mainly  from  the  fact  that  his  [  l"J^fil!l!',t^]"''2J.  r'-T  '"P'"''  ',"'?'"&  ' 
offer  of  a  compromise  on  49°  was  rejected.    1  ad 


that,  proceeding  on  that  foundation,  it  is  a  fair  infe- 
rence that,  i''  f]ngland  shall  renew  on  her  part  Ihe 
proposition  which,  w  hen  made  on  ours,  she  rejected, 
there  would  be  no  impediment  in  ihe  way  to  Us  ac- 
ceptance; at   the  same  lime  the   president  inlimale,- 


cepiance;  at   me  same  lime  the   president  inlimales    ,   -■    --j, -■-,■■   .-..-0....^, --..p^v/i 

not  the  slightest  expectation  thai  such  an  offer  will  ^'  ''.'"!"'•„  '  """"'  '"",^,  ^^y°"'^  "'«  mess: 
be  made  on  her  part,  or  that  any  compromise  will  be  P-'^''^^"'' *  motives.  1  o  do  so  would,  in 
effected.  J         K        '  ■=      '"  ""^ !  ment,  be  to  disparage  the  character  of  the 


Such  is  the  view  that  I   have  been  constrained  to 
take,  after   the   most   careful    examination  v.  hich  I 


stale  with  the  utmost  frankness  his  real  sentiments, 
and  to  give  the  reasons  on  which  they  are  founded.  I 
This  is  Ills  duly,  and  Ihis  he  has  performed.  And  I 
he  says,  very  clearly,  that  he  recoinniends  ihis  no- 1 
lice  m  order  that  we  may  assert  our  title  to  the 
hole  territory,  and,  if  necessary,  support  that  title 
"  '  ■'      k  beyond  IliB  message  fur  ihe 

my  judg- 
president. 

Another  ground  taken  by  these  geralemen  is,  Ihal 
Ihe  presiilent  wants  to  employ  thi-,  notice  as  a  moral 
weapon,  not    a    physical    one.      iJul  110  such  idc 


have  been  able  to   give    to  the  message  of  the  presi-    "eapon,  noi    a    physical    one.      Hut  1,0  such  idea   is 
dent;  and  if  1  may  draw   an   inference  from   the  001    1  ''.''P''«^-:«'l  '"the  message.    The  iangu,ige  of  the   pr3- 
nions  of  those    members  of  ihe   senate  who   believe    "''*"l  '^  '^''P'"^''  '.»  "i-^   contrary.     It  looks  not  to  a 
in  the  soundness   of  our  title  lo  the  whole   territory   '  """'a '.but  a  physical  termination  of  Ihe  diffic  illy, 
they  concur   in  this   view.     Indeed,  the   g.ounds  Jn    ""'•  ="^'"'"'"'''  ^^^^    '"=    wants  to    use  il  as  a  mo 


_  __  il 
pon,  what  dues  Ihal  mean.'  It  must  mean  thai 
he  wants  lo  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  intimidation.— 
Now,  I  subuiil  to  the  coiiiiiion  sense  of  every  gen 
lleman,  whether,  if  his  notice  sliould  be  used  111  that 
light,  with  u  great  and  powerful  nation  like  Greal 
lain,  its  efftcl,  instead  of  leading  lo  a  compro- 
mise, would  not  be  precisely  t!,e  reverse.  It  would 
be  a  direct  appeal  lo  her  fears,  lo  induce  her  lo  yield. 


which  they  (dace  Ihemselvi-s  will  not  admit  of  their 
supporting  the  notice  under  any  other  assumption. — 
They    go    fur    the    whole    of  Oregon,  because    they 
assert  ihal  our  title  to  the    whole  territory,  even  up 
to  54°  40'  is  clear  and  unqueslionable;  and  they  think    11* 
it  better  that  we  should  assert  Ihal  lille  by  arms  Ihan  .  ^^[ 
abandon  any  pari  of  porlion  ol  il.     Hunte  il  is  1 

niaiiifesl  that  if  they  Ihought  the  notice  could   pi^^o.-  ,  ^         ■ 

biy  result  in  a  compromise,  they   would  vote  a-ainst    """"i'  *"'^^"  ^  '"Otive,  whatshe  would  not  yield  other- 
it.  °  1  ""'*' 

......  u-   k  1  .   1        r.L  J.  The  third  reason   13,  that  Ihe   coiivenlion  of   1818, 

And  this  view  which  I  take  of  the  message,  and  in  I  and  renewed  in  \t<21.  was  wron-  from  ihe  be  ■innnu;' 
which  these  gentlemen  concur,  is,  as  I  believe,  the'  ihal,  as  a  measuic  ol  policy  it  was  a  great  mistake' 
».€1V  entertained  by  the  country  at  large  Cerlaiu-  thai  ,is  effect  was  to  feller  Ihe  as-ertioii  of  our  right-' 
ly  It  is  If  we  are  to  draw  our  conclusions  from  the  and  that  it  would  have  been  betl.r  so  far  as  our 
general  tone  of  the  public  press;  or  if  we  are  to  look  rigi,t3  in  Uie  terruory  were  cone,  rued  if  theie  hid 
atv.hat  IS,  perhaps, a  still  belter  index  of  public  been  nosuch  con^enliou  al  all.  Ju  thai  opmi.jn  1  cannot 
opinion-the  course  of  our  inlelligeul  business  men;  concur,  1  dissent  lioui  it  wholiv:  1  hulu  precisely  the 
"l.'i'tnr"?,:'™,:.!  ':liim^.'"t  ]''!:.'^^'':    0PP-">=  "P—;  •  '-'■"<=  "-'.  bm  <ur  mat  coifveu- 


cided  effect  upon  the  public  stocks.     No  soon 
its  language  heard  than  insurance  immediately   rose, 
and,  as  our  vessels  returned  from   their  loreign  voy. 
ages,  instead    of  their    being  sent    out    again  to  sea 
they  were  suffered  to  remain  inactive  at  the  wharves 


lion,  the  preaervalioii  ol  our  r/ghls  could  have  been 
effected  01, ly  by  an  appeal  to  arms.  We  must  either 
have  gone  to  war  111  lal&  and  \ail,  or  iiiusl  have  ac- 
quiesced in  Ihe  hosiilc  ci.,iiu-,  ol  Greal  Uriiam,  (lor 
111  that  case  they  would  have  been  hostile. j  It  we 
Such,  too,  was  llie  view  taken  by  another  portion    could  at  that  liiue  have  obiaiaed  the  Idtitude  of  43° 


as  a  compromise  hoiinclary.  it  would  have  heeu  wise 
i'l  us  to  have  done  so;  but  we  allemptcil  ,1  in  vain, 
riiai  altenipi  failing,  whal  other  alle^-native  was 
lefi  Us?  Either  this  convention  or  war.  Tlu;  con- 
vciitii-n  was  a  suhsruuie  for  .var;  and,  whiirt  it  pre- 
vented  war,  it  at  the  same  time  preserved  our  rights 
in  Ore.;on  inviolate  so  long  as  the  conveniion  should 
continue  1  think  lliai  those  who  entered  iiiio  that 
trealy  acted  wisi.ly.  li  has  become  but  loo  rom 
ioon  al  this  ilay  for  us  1  >  -it  in  judgment  on  the  acts 
of  our  preilecessurs,  and  to  pronounce  them  to  have 
lieeii  u  'jiisl,  unwise,  or  uupairiolio,  while  wc  pas? 
over  Ih,-  circumstances  of  Iheir  day,  and  under  whiih 
ihey  acted.  Look  al  the  men  concerned.  Look  at 
Vlonroc— at  llu-li— al  Clay;  it  would  be  bar. I,  in- 
deed,  lo  pronounce  inen  like  these,  lo  have  been 
either  unpatriotic  or  uii'vieo.  Or,  if  we  look  at  Iho 
,;reat  iia  nes  of  those  wlio  have  since  acquiesced  in 
Ihe  measure  they  adopted —at  Jackson,  and  at  others 
since — it  would  be  hard  to  say  that  such  men  deli- 
berately acquiesced  in  an  arrangement  hostile  to  the 
best  interests  of  Iheir  country.  I  do  not  name  the  pro. 
ininent  individual  concerii'^i],  (understood  to  refer  to 
Mr.  Adams,)  because  his  course  since  that  time  has 
cancelled  any  previous  credit  to  which  he  might  have 
entitled  himself. 

Such  was  Ihe  state  of  things  when  this  resolution 
of  notice  was  first  introduced  into  Ihe  senate.  Since 
then,  OS  I  have  said,  there  has  been  a  mighty  ch.ingc: 
public  opinion  has  developed  itself,  not  only  on  this, 
hut  on  Ihe  other  side  of  the  Atlantic;  and  that  voice 
of  public  opinion  has  uttered  itself  most  audibh  and 
clearly  in  favor  of  a  compromise.  Here,  loo',  the 
same  change  has  been  inaiiilested,  insomuch  that  I 
hazard  nothing  when  1  say  that  a  large,  a  very  large, 
majority  of  this  hiidy  is  at  this  moment  in  favor  of  a 
compromise — an  honorable  compromise.  And  tloes 
not  all  the  language  and  cnndurt  of  the  lirilish  go. 
vernment  itself  clearly  demon-trale  that  it  is  in  fa- 
vor of  a  compromise;  and  substantially  on  Ihe  basis 
which  we  have  ourselves  ollered.'  Sure  1  am  that 
no  inlelligeul  and  reflecling  man  can  read  the  lan- 
guage of  Sir  Rob.  rl  Peel  in  reply  to  l,oril  .bdiu  Uus- 
sell,  and  not  see  that  he  is  prepared  lo  act  im  a  pro- 
position subslanliallly  the  same  with  that  which  was 
njecled  by  Mr.  Pakenhani.  This  declaration  of  Itie 
premier  of  Great  Britain  was  made  with  very  great 
•  ffec;  his  object  in  making  il  was  not  to  censuie  ihe 
able  and  very  failhful  rc|)resenlalive  of  G.  Britain 
in  Ihis  country,  but  lo  give  emphasis  to  the  assiir- 
auce  that  lie  was  ready  to  make  a  just  and  fair  coin- 
promise  ol  the  dispuled  queslion.  1  hope  sincerely 
l!ial  our  government  has  not  overlooked  that  derla- 
rjlioi,;  it  was  a  direct  step  towards  compromise,  and 
I  trust  It  has  been  met  in  the  same  spirit.  I  trust 
that  iiilelligence  has,  before  this  lime,  gone  abroad 
10  Greal  Britain  to  that  eHect,  so  as  to  remove  Iho 
only  difficulty  wliirii  now  lies  in  the  way. 

Under  the  views  that  I  entertain,  it  is  no  longer  a 
question  whether  our  difficulties  may  be  paeilically 
arranged  or  not;  nor  is  it  even  a  question  as  to  the 
manner;  il  is  simply  a  queslion  of  time.  But  there 
ought  to  be  no  delay,  because  t.'ie  business  of  both 
nations  and  of  the  woild  lequires  that  it  should  be 
seltleil.  On  ^r^al,  and  momentous,  and  delicate 
questions  like  these,  there  aie  the  highest  public 
reasons  why  ihere  should  be  no  delay.  Ooce  settle 
the  queslion  of  Oregon,  and  we  may  then  settle  Iho 
question  of  Mexico;  but  till  then,  Mexico  will  cal- 
culate the  chances  of  a  rupture  between  us  and  G. 
Britain,  am.  if  she  sees  any  chance  of  a  war  againsi 
us,  she  will  go  over  to  the  power  which  makes  war 
upon  us.  Remove  these  chances, pit  an  end  to  such 
a  hope,  and  Mexico  will  speeilily  settle  every  peiid . 
ing  question  between  her  and  the  United  Slates;  and 
then,  I  trust,  that  we  shall  deal  generously  by  her. — 
Sne  is  weak — lecble  in  Ihe  extreme — and  I  trust 
that  we  shall  adopt  no  harsh  measures  wilh  her. 

I  have  now  explained  the  change  which  has  taken 
place  in  llie  Oearing  of  this  measure  of  notice  on 
iliK  que.ilions  of  peace  and  war.  The  change  con- 
sists 111  this,  that  when  Ihe  notice  was  recuiiiiieiided 
there  existed  no  hope  of  a  co.iipromise,  but  now  the 
hi,;hest  and  mo-l  co.ii.leiil  hope  is  felt  by  almost  all. 
Now,  thereloie,  there  is  no  great  interest  couneeled 
with  our  deciding  ihis  question  of  notice,  one  way 
or  another.  .luM  111  pioporiiou  as  the  prospect  of 
compromise  was  small,  ihe  importance  ol  tne  notice 
was  great;  but,  a.,  the  prospect  of  coiiiprouiise  in- 
creases, the  measure  of  notice  becomes  of  less  and 
less  impurlaiice.  W«  have  now  reached  a  point 
when  we  can  decide  the  qu  suon  without  much  feel- 
ing on  either  side. 

I  now  proceed  to  inquire  what  is  the  bearing  of 
this  measure  on  the  position  of  the  executive,  and 
whal  on  the  position  ol   the  p.rties  in  this  bo.iy. 

The  condui  t  of  the  executive  must  now  be  greal-  . 
ly  changed.      He  must  acl  very  ditieiently  no.v  irom 
what  lie  woulu  have  done  when  he  recoioiucnjej  the 
notice  under  the  persuasion  Ihal  there  could  be  no 
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ccmpromise,  but  Ihat  we   must  assert  our  rights  bj' ^  shall  be  given!     I  will  vole,  under  no  circumstances,  i  from  its   ueozranhical    oosiiinn    thp    II,„.pH    «,„„. 

arms.     Tl.ut   he   can   advise   the   s.ame    thing;   nort' ;  for  a  naked  absolute  .lotice.     The  circumstances  of    '™'"  '?.  S'^^'S.'^^P'''''^'    pos.lion,  the    United    States 

which  he  advited  then,  is  impossible.    Then,  he  had  ,  the  case  havs  greatly  changed.      We  are  not    in  the 

not  the  remotest  expectation    of  a  compromise.     If   same  stale  of  things  which  existed  when  the  execu- 

now  he  has  a  different    view,  and    Ihinks  fhal  Gr«al  '  live  message  first  came  in;  and  1  cannot  vote    under 

Britain  is  readji  to  meet  us  with  an  offer  such  as  we    the  remotest  impression  Ihat  there  will  be  no  ccmpro- 

made,  I  here  say    that,  if  he  shall  now  decline  that    mise.     If  any    gentleman  once  hoped  so,  and  would 

offer,  1  do  not  envy  him  the  consequences   that  shall  '  have  gone  for  the  notice  under  that  hope,  that  motive 

lollow.     The   change    which  has   taken  place  is  not  i  has  now  passed  away. 

a  change  in  the  presiilenl;  it  is  a  change  in    tl 

of  Ihinis.     iSo  far  from  il 


must  ultimately  get  Ihe  whole  of  it.  Bui,  even  if 
her  calculation  was  olherwise.  there  were  great  im- 
pediments in  the  way  of  her  giving  notice  to  termi- 
nate the  convention.  She  could  do  so  if  she  pleased; 
so  could  we:  this  was  an  express  provision  of  the 
treaty,  and  could  not,  in  itself,  be  considered  as  a 
hostile  :novemenl  qn  either  side.  But  there  was 
another  convention    whiih    Great  Britain  contends 


it,  is  a  change  in   the  stale        Nor  can  I  vote  for  the    resolution  which  has  been    .^  b^  MiH    n^  V  ^  c     b      w^^  A^^vT       ^h        x 
being  any  ineonsislenry,    sent  us  from  the    house   of  representatives.     I  have    pircd,  and  Ihat  is  the   convention    of  Nuo  k  ,      Th^s 
It  IS,  on  liie  I  ontrary,  the  highest  consistency  to  agree  1  two  obiections  to  il.     It  is  eouivocal  in  its  meanjn.r     tV^-aiJ  oi   iv„  .i  ■    '-"'V";""-'"    °'  ''"'.'>'«•'•      'hi3 

to  a  compromise  when  matters  have  reached  a  p'oint  i  U  it  ./cans  to  declare  that   tU     Resident  m^r'eile      enViL  of  18lf   n  "if  ^h^  shou  d'/iv^^^^^ 
which    was    not    contemplated    when  he  sent   us  his  !  this  difficulty  by  this   compromise    it  means  n'othing.  '  nZZ  not  b    s'et  a  i  1  ,1        ,,    povU  en"     were 
message.        There    is    prevalent   among   us    a  great  l  lor  tlie  president  has  that  righl;  but  if  it  means  as  a    «ml,i„H    \v^  h„A     u  a  ,1  Provisions    were 

error  in  regard  to  this  mailer  of  consistency.    Some  [  hint  to  negotiate   for   a    confpromi"e     then    lam    .^  tVo,    an  l' ill  f  VpH^^^^^^ 

persons  think  that  consistency   consists  in  a'uniform  I  speaking  more  plainly.     1  am  most  decidedly  against   such  a  movement  responsibility  of 

adherence    to    one   policy,  let    the  cireuinslances  of  i  all  equivocation  in  Ihe  matters  of  slate  policy      Let        i, 

the  country  change  or  not.  Olhers  think  that  con  I  us  say  plainly  what  we  mean  to  say.  If  we  mean  I  "  ^^'""'^<'' '"^"' •'^  ™«  clear  as  the  light  of  heaven 
sistency  lies  in  always  thinking  the  same  way,  after  '.  compVomise,  let  us  say  compromise;  and  not  send  the  "'  i'-  ^°"'''  ""^  "^^  ''o.''  "^  to  make  a  movement  of 
a  man  has  seen  the  most  cogent  reasons  for'chang- 1  president  a  resolution  on  which  he  may  outiustanv  I?"''.,  ."  .  *^  '^'gl''.  indeed,  give  our  people  some 
"■  '  iiilerprelation  that  suits  him.  J  f     ■>  i     lacilities    in    reaching    the    country;  and  when  they 


ing  his  opinion.  The  consistency  of  these  pers 
is  much  like  the  course  of  a  physician  ..ho,  in  the 
treatment  of  a  malignant  fever,  should  give  emetics 
and  calomel  at  the  beginning,  and  then  hold  himself 
bound  to  continue  to  give  emetics  and  calomel 
through  every  subsequent  stage  of  Ihe  disease. — 
ConsistL-iu;y  like  this  would  kill  the  patient;  and  there 
is  no  slatesman  worthy  of  the  name  who  would  be 
guilty  of  the  political  quackery  of  advocating  always 
the  same  course  of  policy,  though  the  circumstan- 
ces ol  his  country  had  completely  altered. 

But  not  only  has  the  executive  position  changed, 
but  the  position  of  the  parties  in  the  senate  has 
changed  m  no  less  degree;  and  my  friends  here  who 
go  for  all  of  Oregon  (friends  1  will  call  them,  for  I 
have  no  other  than  Ihe  most  friendly  feeling  towards 
them)  mu-t  ai.d  do  feel  Ihat  Ihere  has  been  a  change. 
So  li.ng  as  Ihey  Ihoughl  that  notice  was  wholly  in- 
consistent u  ith  any  compromise,  they  were  its  warm 
and  enthusiastic  advocates;  but  now,  when  they  be- 
gin to  discover  that,  notwithstanding  the  giving  o( 
the  notice,  a  coniproiiiise  may  still  be  effecttd,  they 
find  themselves  without  llie  same  reason  for  their 
former  zeal;  and  I  shall  not  be  at  all  surprised  if, 
before  this  question  is  finally  put,  these  very  gentle- 
men shall  vote  against  the  notice  altogether. 

But  I  trust  the  friends  to  whom  I  allude  have  un- 
dergone a  still  further  change  besides  Ihat  of  their 
position.  1  trust  they  now  begin  to  see  Ihat  there 
arc  some  duubls  in  regard  to  our  title  to  the  whole 
of  Oregon.  That  it  is  unquestionable  they  cannot 
now  say;  for  it  has  been  questioned  with  great  abili- 
ty in  their  presence  on  this  floor.  1  know,  indeed, 
that  their   convictions   have   been   as  honest  as  they 


ned  to  theui  ever  so  clear,  is  not  something  due 
to  the  changes  which  have  since  taken  place.'  Is 
nothing  due  to  the  fact  that  a  majority  even  of  their 
own  pulilicjl  friends  think  that  our  title  is  not  so 
clear  but  that  a  compromi-e  may  be  honorably  el 
fecteil?  1^  ijotliingd'ie  to  their  opinion?  And  does 
not  the  mere  fact  of  such  a  division  of  opinion  among 
men  perfectly  honest  on  both  sides  present  Iht  strong- 
est reason   why  the  dispute  need   not  and  ought  not 


If  we  give  this  notice  at  all,  I  Ihink   it   should  be 
substantially  as  has  been  proposed  bv  the  gen- 


got  there,  we  might  extend  our  laws  over  them  per- 
sonally, but  not  territorially.  I  doubted  then,  and  I 
still  doubt,  even    the    expediency  of  going  so  far  as 


tieman  from  Georgia.     If  I  consent  to   the   noUce,    !h', '','''•  "^ 
it  will  be,  as  I  have  said,  to  keep  this  agitation  from  \   I"''  '^"''    T' 

running    into    the    next    presidential    election     and      ^,j^^''\       '""'""'•*'  """=^""*=    '"^    moment   we 
linally    to    terminate    the    question-  and    if  we  Eive         ,'  ^^''  "'"^   """*'  establish    a    custom  house, 

it  at  all,  let  us  give  it  precisely  as  we  intend,  ex- I  ?k'','^''^  "i"*^ '^"''^?' ''''''<=*'  '"'^  '•■  ^''^™ '' ^"^ 'hing 
pressing  Ihe  opinion  that  the  difficulty  should  be  j  ^'""m'i!^"!'^  "'f, ''"^''"°!?' °''  "'"-"=  P'=°P'^ '■'•°'" 
tiled  by  compromise.     So    much  I  feel  inclined  to    '''f'  l  **  ^  I  '^""'"="°"  "^  high  duties.     Our  peo- 


vote  fo. 

But  Ihis  whole  measure  is  subordinate  to  a  higher 
end,  viz:  the  preservation  of  peace  and  the  setlle- 
nient  of  our  difficulties  wilhoul  a  resort  to  arms.  My 
vote  in  regard  to  notice    will    rest   on    the   question 

whether  the  notice  will  advance  that  end   or  not 

And  I  shall,  therefore,  reserve  myself  untill  shall  be 
satisfied  on  that  point. 

I  have  thus  staled  why  1  am  for  a  compromise, 
and  how  far  I  am  i.i  favor  of  giving  nolice.  I  vote 
on  both  subjects  under  circumstances  in  which  I 
find  myself  placed,  and  for  which  1  am  not  in  the 
least  responsible.  I  am  doing  ihe  best  I  can  where 
1  find  :iiyseir  and  not  wh.il  I  might  have  done  under 
diHerent  circnmslaiices.  1  repeal  that  for  these  cir- 
cumstances I  am  not  responsible.     I   early   resisted 

that  stale  of  things   shich    has  now  come  to  pass. 

111  1843  this    question    for    the    first  lime  assumed  a 

dangerous  aspect.     I    then    sasv,  or   thought   I  saw, 

what  was  coming,  and  1  examined    the  question  un-  | 

der  all  its  aspects.     After  the    maluresl  reflection  1  I  and 'the  ex 

came  to  the  conclusion  which  1   then  staled.     I  saw 

thai  there  were  tivn    routes    before  us:  one  of  them 

s  to  adhere  ti.  the    convention    of  1827,  to  do  no- 


have    been    strong.     But,    admitting    that   our   title    thing  to  terminate    it,   and    to    adhere    strictly    and 

""'""• ' "'"""   '"  "■" '^'--  -'■--  '  'igidiy  lo  Its  provisions.     I   saw  that  although  for  a 

lime  ihat  convention  operated  beneficially  lor  Great 
Britain,  jet  the  period  was  at  hand  when  our  turn 
v.ould  come  to  derive  its  benefits.  Its  operation 
threw  into  her  hands  the  whole  fur  trade  of  thai  re- 
giun,  and  we  slood  by  while  the  whole  of  thai  rich 
harvest  was  reaped  by  her  subjects:  but  I  saw  that 
we  would  soon  derive  the  most  important  advaalages 
'lom  the  proTisions  of  the  tieaty.  The  resistless 
to  be  decided  by   force.'     I   appeal  lo  these  senators  '  increase  of  our  population  and  the  gradual  progress 


as  patriots,  ;ts    wise  and    prudent  men,  to  say 

our  contest  is  with  so  great    a   power,  whether  they 


of  their  enterprise  was   bringing    them 
of  the    Rocky    Mountains.     Tlie 


great    Suulh 


are  willing  to  hazard  all  for  a  question  on  which  the  I  i'asa  had  been  discovered,  and  I  saw  that  Ihe  setlle- 


opinion^  of  good  and  honest  men  all  over  their  conn 
Iry  arc  undeniably  dividfd.  I  appeal  to  them  as  par 
ty  men.  to  say  whether  they  will  insist  on  pushing 
tills  question  to  such  an  extreme  as  to  divide  thcii 
parly. 

As  lo  Ihe  other  portion  of  the  senate,  (in  which  I 
consider  myself  as  included,)  ills  undeniable  thai  a 
great  change  has  lakcn  place.  1  feel  il  mysell'. — 
Nothing  couhl  onre  have  induced  me  lo  consent  lo 
the  nolice  recommended  by  the  president;  but  now 
il  is  very  possible  I  may  give  my  vote  for  a  modified 
nolice  in  some  form. 

And  this  brings  me  now,  at  length,  lo  llie  direci 
question.  Shall  we  give  lo  Great  Britain  the  notice 
proposed,  or  shall  we  not?  The  question  is  nut  free 
from  (I  oil  hi. 

One  reason  in  its  favor  is,  thai  it  will  preveiit  the 
continued  agilalion  ot  Ihis  Oregon  queilion  bi-ing 
kept  up  in  the  country  and  carried  inlo  the  next  pre- 
sidential election.  The  measure  of  notice,  if  pro- 
perly  qualified,  will,  I  trust,  keep  all  quiet  until  the 
year   has   expired,  and    that  then  there  will  be   n 


nt  of  Oregon    by    American   citizens  was  rapidly 
approaching. 

If  we  should  only   adhere   strictly  lo  the  conven- 
tion, the  progress  of  things  would  eventually  decide 

who  should  have    Ihe  possession   of  the  territory. 

Our  power  lo  populate  the  region,  and  thus  lo  ob- 
tain its  actual  possession,  was  far  greater  than  that 
of  (ileal  Britain.  Its  distance  from  us  was  far  less; 
the  access  lo  ii  was  Ihruugh  an  open,  grassy  couii-' 
try,  and,  to  men  so  active  and  hardy  as  our  western 
pioneers,  the  journey  presented  comparatively  but 
small  difficully;  whereas  lo  reach  Oregon  from 
Great  Britain  required  a  eircumnavigalion  of  twenty 
nd  miles— a  space  bul    liille  short  of  the  cir- 


cumference of  the  globe.     Of  all    the  spots   on  Ih 
face  ol   the  earth,  presenting  lo   her   the    possibilit 


pie  have  gone  there  as  our  fathers  came  to  New 
I  England  at  the  beginning;  and  one  important  end 
I  they  seek  is  the  enjoyment  of  free  trade.  They  will 
contend  as  earnestly  for  the  free  enjoyment  of  the 
trade  of  the  Pacific  as  their  ancestors  did  for  thai  of 
the  Atlantic  before  Ihe  revolulion.  If  we  levy  high 
duties  on  their -infant  trade,  they  will  soon  find  a 
neighboring  power  who  will  extend  lo  ihem  greater 
advantages  m  this  respect,  and  whose  influence 
might  rend  the  territory  from  you.  My  disposition 
has  been  lo  let  them  go  there  and  govern  themselves. 
That  is  a  business  for  which  they  seem  lo  have  a 
native  instinct,  that  marks  their  origin.  Let  Ihem 
go  there  and  settle  the  country,  and  then  gradually, 
and  with  great  judgment  and  caution,  extend  our 
laws  over  them,  a=  il  may  become  necessary;  for 
here  is  the  most  delicate  and  critical  point  in  the 
whole  affair. 

Tlie  other  course  that  lav  open  lo  us  was  that 
pointed  out  in  the  bill  of  1843,  which  provided  for 
the  practical  assertion  of  our  rights  in  the  territory, 

ise  of  our  sovereignly  there  lo  a  cer-  . 
tain   extent,  by  the  passage  of  certain  general  laws.  ■' 
1  thought  this  course  nol  lo  be  a  fit  and    proper  one.    - 
I  saw  very  plainly  what   wuuid  be  the  consequence; 
and,  indeed,  it  requires  but  little    redection    lo    per- 
ceive this.     To  extend  our  sellleinenl  in  Oregon,  in 
conformily  wilh  the    provisions   of  that  bill,  would 
be  inconsistent  with  the  terms  of  the  convention,  and    . 
would  speedily  bring   us  either  to  negotiation  or  to  ~i 
war.     I  anticipated  Ihat  the  result  would   be  negoti- 
ation.   And  what  ihenr  Negoiiation  mujt  end  either 
m  compromise  or   war.     I    never   could   believe   id 
any  other  result.     I   also  saw    that,  if  we  compro- 
promised,  il  must  be  on  the  parallel  of  490.  The  past  -| 
history  of  the  whole    mailer  decided    llijl:  and,  be-  ,( 
sidi'S,  as  49°  was  the  boundjiy    on    this    side  of  the   - 
mountains,  most   people   would    think  il  reasonable 
and  natural  it  should   be   the  boundary  on  the  olher 
side. 

But  I  would  go  neither  for  nolice  nor  for  compro- 
mise, so  long  as  we  coulj  persevere  in  what  I  con-  -"I 
cencd  to  be  the  true  American  policy.  Hence  I  ' 
did  resist  the  bill  ot  1843,  in  common  wilh  many 
able  men  in  both  houses.  Il  passed  here  by  an  equi- 
vocal m-ajority  of  one  vote,  (Ihe  senator  voting  un- 
der instructions  in  the  affirmative,)  but  it  was  lost 
in  Ihe  other  house.  Since  then  the  pr.iposition  for 
nolice  has  been  repeated,  wilh  a  new  to  taking  pos- 
session of  the  whole  country.  And  so  now  we  are 
where  we  are— a  position  which  all  ought  lo  have 
loreseen— where  we  must  compromise  or  fighl. 

I  say.  then,  if  there  is  any  responsibility  allached 
to  the  circumstances  in  which  I  find  myself,  I  stand 
cquilted  from 
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(n  «nr  on  Ihi?  queu-ion,  I'm'  Hie  ivn'Mis  f  li.ivo  given. 
But  n.it  r-r  ihe-!-  .inly:  t  if.vi-  'fill  liishor  r  •■-.■■H. 
Alllioiigh  wais  may  at  ti;ne5  be  neces«nij',  yet  peace, 
is  a  positive  good  a  (!  war  is  a  positive  evil;  and  I 
cling  to  peace  so  loni;  as  it  can  be  preserved  consis- 
tently with  the  national  safety  and  honor;  and  I  am 
ai;ainst  war  so  long  39  it  can  be  avoided  without  a 
sacrifice  oi  either.  I  am  opp  ised  to  war  in  this 
case,  because  neither  of  these  exigencies  exist:  it 
may  he,  as  I  conceive,  avoided  willumt  sjicrificint^ 
either  the  nation;'!  honor  or  tli.-  national  safety.  But 
if  these  djui^irs  did  exist,  to  a  certain  extent,  war 
is  still  highly  inexpedient;  because  our  rights  in 
Oregon  can  be  sustained  with  more  than  an  equal 
chance  of  success  without  war  than  with  it.  This 
is  a  great  and  weighty  reason  nffainst  war.  He  who 
goes  so  stoutly  to  war  for  "all  of  Oregon  or  none," 
may  possibly  come  out  of  it  with  "none."  Icon- 
cede  to  my  countrymen  the  possession  of  all  the  bra- 
very, palrioli-m,  and  inteiiijenoe  which  can  be 
claimed  ior  lliein,  but  we  shall  go  into  this  contest 
with  groat  di-advantages  on  our  side.  As  long  as 
Great  Britain  has  a  large  force  in  the  cast,  and  is 
liiislress  of  the  sea,  slie  can  carry  on  the  war  at  much 
less  expense. 

There  is  another  reason  why  t  am  opposed  to  it: 
the  war  would  soon  cease  to  be  for  Oregon;  the 
struggle  would  be  for  empire,  and  it  would  be  be- 
tween the  greatest  power  in  Kiirope  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  greatest  and  most  growing  and  spirited  people 
of  the  west  on  the  oilier.  It  would  be  pressed  on  i 
upon  both  sides  with  all  liie  force,  v  igor,  energy,  and  | 
perseverance  of  two  great  and  brave  nations;  each  | 
would  strike  the  other  in  the  most  vulnerable  point,  ] 
and  the  blows  would  be  tremendous.  Amidst  the  up- 
roar of  such  a  contest,  Oregon  would  soon  be  forgot- 
ten— utterly  forgotten:  to  be  rcovered,  if  at  all,  on 
the  contingencies  of  success  or  the  reverse. 

Aly  next  reason  is,  that,  though  it  is  alleged  that 
we  must  fight  in  order  to  protect  our  citizens  in  Ore- 
gon, instead  of  their  protection  war  would  ensure 
their  utter  destruction.  It  is  the  most  certain  way 
to  sacrifice  them.  This  I  will  never  consent  to  do. 
They  are  .American  citizens — our  brethren  and  kind- 
red. We  have  encouraged  them  to  go  there;  and  I 
never  will  give  a  vote  the  res'ilt  of  which  must  be 
their  utter  and  speedy  destruction.  Kut  if  we  make 
a  compromise  on  latitude  49°,  they  will  all  be  sale, 
for,  if  1  am  riglitly  informed,  there  is  not  a  man  of 
them  to  be  I'ound  north  of  that  line.  This  will  carry 
all  the  points  we  have  in  view,  Mislead  of  sacrificing 
them  all. 

I  am  against  war,  loo,  for  reasons  common  to  the 
whole  Union.  1  believe  that  the  most  siicces-ful 
and  triumphant  war  we  could  wage — even  if  in  ten 
years  we  should  get  all  the  most  extravagant  advo- 
cate of  war  has  dared  to  hope  for — if  we  could  take 
the  Canadas,  and  New  Brunswick,  and  \ova  S.utia, 
and  every  other  British  possession,  and  drive  her  flag 
from  the  i.  hole  continent,  and  prosecuie  our  advant- 
ages till  we  had  accomplished  the  downfall  of  the 
British  throne,  and  she  would  yield  up  spear  and 
Bliield  and  trident  at  our  feet,  it  would  be  to  us  the 
most  disastrous  event  that  could  happen.  I  do  not 
now  allude  to  the  ravages  and  desolations  of  war- 
fare; to  the  oceans  ol  blood  that  must  flow,  and  the 
various  miseries  that  ever  accompany  the  contest  of 
arms;  because  I  have  never  observed  that  the  slatc- 
iricnt  of  the3e  tilings  had  any  great  eft'ecl  upon  a 
brave  people.  Nj  doubt  the  evil  would  be  very 
great,  because  there  are  no  two  nations  in  the  world 
who  can  do  each  other  so  much  harm  in  war,  or  so 
much  good  in  peace,  as  Great  Bi  itain  and  the  United 
Slates.  The  devastation  would  be  tremendous  on 
both  sides.  The  indomitable  industry,  and  enter- 
prise, and  perseverance  of  our  widely  spread  and 
still  spreading  ami  multiplying  population,  will  soon 
find  ways  and  means  of  tepairing  whatever  merely 
physical  disasters  war  can  inllict.  Bjt  war  has  far 
heavier  inflictions  for  a  iree  people;  it  works  a  social 
and  political  change  in  the  people  themselves,  and 
in  the  charaeler  of  their  institutions.  A  war  such 
as  this  will  be  of  vast  extent;  every  nerve  and  mus- 
cle on  either  side  will  be  strained  to  the  utmost; 
every  coniniandable  dollar  will  be  put  in  requisition; 
not  a  portion  of  our  entire  frontier  but  will  become 
the  scene  of  contest.  li  will  be  a  Mexican  war  on 
the  one  side,  and  an  Indian  war  upon  the  other.  Its 
flames  will  be  all  around  u-;  it  will  be  a  war  on  the 
Pacific  and  a  war  on  the  Atlantic:  it  will  rage  on 
every  side,  and  fill  the  Imd.  :^  ippose  Oregon  shall 
be  aoandoned,  we  naisl  raise  seven  armies  and  tvvo 
navies:  we  must  rai-e  and  equip  an  army  against  the 
Mexicans;  and  let  no  man  sneer  at  the  mention  of 
sucli  a  power.  Under  the  guidance  and  training  ol 
British  oliicers,  the  .Mexican  population  can  be  ren- 
dered a  lormiduole  enemy.  £iee  what  iiritain  has 
made  of  the  leeble  Sepoys  of  India.  The  Mexicans 
are  a  brkver  and  a  hardier  people,  aod  they  will 
form  ttie  cheapest  of  a!i  armies.     With  good  traiu- 


in-j;  .snd.  c'ood  pay,  they  may  he  lendeie.i  a  v.-r;  fo;--  :  ;i-hlninj.  hi'l  by  lirhtnin.r  itself.  M-kmi-  wir;  s  are 
miiiaV.;,.  force.  Then  we  must  have  anoiner  irmy  I  strelihuig  themselves  in  all  directions  over  the  i;lobe, 
to  guard  our  southern  frontier,  and  another  to  pro-  and  when  their  mystic  meshes  shall  at  length  have 
tect  our  northern  frontier,  and  another  to  operate  been  perfected,  our  globe  itself  will  he  endowed  with 
on  our  northeastern  boundary,  and  still  anollier  tola  sensitiveness  which  will  render  it  impossible  to 
cover  GUI  Indian  frontier.  At  the  least  estimates,  I  touch  it  on  any  one  point  and  the  ton.  h  not  hr  felt 
we  shall  require  a  force  of  not  less  than  two  hiin-.j  from  one  end  of  the  world  to  the  other.  All  this 
dred  thousand  men  in  the  field.  In  addition  to  that,  ^  progress,  all  this  growth  of  human  happiness,  all  Ihu 
the  venerable  and  intelligent  Alliert  Gallatin  has  ,  spread  of  human  li^lit  and  knowledge,  will  be  ar- 
calcul«led  the  cost  of  swrh  a  war  at  sixty-five  mil-  rested  by  war.  And  shall  we  incur  a  result  like  that 
lions  of  dollars;  hut  that   amount   Is  loo  smill.      .\  1  for  Oregon'  .\n(l  Hii^  work  is  as  yet  hut  coinnc'nrel- 


hundred  niillions  is  not  an  over  esliinale;  : 
urn  of   fifty    millions   mu-t   be   raised   an 


nd  of  11 
ally,  by 


t   is   but   the   breaking  of  the  dawn  of  the  world's 
cat  jubilee.     It    promises   a  day   of  more  refine- 


Inans  or  paper:  so  that,  allowing  the  war  to  continue  j  ment,  more  intellectual  brightness,  more  moral  cle- 


for  ten  years,  we  shall  have  an   amount  of  fi   

dred  millions  of  public  debt.     A  M  to  this  tht  los-.;s 
'hich  must   accrue  on  loans:  it  will  be  very  dillicult 


n.    and    consequently    of  more  human  felicity, 
than  the  world  has  ever  seen  fro'U  Us  erealion. 
Now  the  United   Stales   and  England  are  two  na- 


to  get  these  loans  negotiated  in  Europe;  for,  owing  I  lions  to  he  pre-eminently  instriimentnl  m  hringin' 
to  the  unfortunate  manner  in  which  this  aH"jir  has  ]  about  this  happy  change,  because  I  consider  them  a» 
been  conducted,  the  feeling  in  Europe  will  be  ge-  I  being  the  most  advanced  in  the  scale  of  human  im- 
nerally  against  us.  We  cannot  obtain  the  rcqui- '  provement,  and  most  in  circumstances  to  further  this 
site  sums  under  an  interest  of  thirty  and  forty  j  amelioration,  because  they  have  the  control  of  iho 
per  cent.  Add  all  these  expenses,  and  our  total  greatest  and  most  extensive  commerce  at  present  in 
debt   will  not  be   less  than  seven   hundred  and  fifty    existence.    We  have  been  thus  distinguished  bv  Pro 


idence   for  a  great  and  a  noble  purpose,  and  I  trust 
we  shall  fulfil  our  high  destiny. 

Again,  I  am  opposed  to  war,  because  I  hold  that 
it  is  now  to  be  determined  whether  two  such  nations 
as  these  shall  exist  for  the  future  as  friends  or  ene- 
mies.     A  declaration  of  war  of  one  of  tlieni   against 


..lillions. 

But  this  is  not  all.  We  shall  be  plunged  into  the 
paper  system  as  deeply  as  we  were  in  the  days  of  the 
revolution;  and  what  will  then  be  our  situation  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  war.'     We  shall  be  left  wiih  a 

mortgage  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dol  ,  „.,„j.  .-»  ocui.iianoii  .u  war  m  one  oi  mem  againsi 
lars  on  the  labor  of  the  American  people;  for  it  all  the  other  must  be  pregnanlwiih  miseries,  not  only  to 
falls  on  the  labor  of  the  country  at  lai-t,  while  much  themselves,  but  to  the  world  around  them, 
of  the  money  will  go  into  the  pockets  of  those  who  I  Another  reason  is,  that  mighty  meansare  now  put 
struck  not  a  blow  in  the  contest.  We  should  then  ]  into  the  hands  of  both  to  cement  and  secure  a  per- 
have  the  task  of  restoring  a  circul.nting  medium  of  a  petiial  pca.c,  by  breaking  down  the  bar  i  lers  of  corn- 
sounder  character,  and  that  from  the  deepest  degra-  I  mcrce  and  uniting  them  more  closely  in  an  interoour?e 
dalion  of  the  currency.  This  is  a  hard  job,  as  all  of!  mutually  beneficial.  If  this  shall  be  aecoinplished, 
us  know  who  have  gone  through  with  it.  Besides,  \  other  nations  will,  one  after  another,  follow  the  fair 
the  influence  of  the  war  will  naturally  be  to  obliter- !  example,  and  a  stale  of  general  pros|ierity,  herelo- 
ate  the  line  of  distinction  between  the  state  and  '  fore  unknown,  will  gradually  unite  and  bless  the  na- 
general  governments.     We  shall  hear  no  more  aboul  i  lions  of  the  world. 

state  rights,  but  the  government  will  become,  in  j  And  far  more  than  thai.  An  intercourse  like  this 
effect,  a  consolidated  republic.  By  our  very  sue- j  points  to  that  inspiring  day  which  philosophers  have 
cess,  it  will  give  a  military  impulse  to  the  national  i  hoped  for,  which  poets  have  seen  in  the  bright  visions 
mind  which  can  never  be  overcome.  The  ambition  j  ol  fancy,  and  which  prophecy  has  seen  in  holy  vi- 
of  the  nation  will  seek  conquest  after  conquest,  and  i  sion — n  hen  men  shall  learn  war  no  u.oie.  Who 
will  soon  become  possessed  by  a  spirit  totally  iueon-  j  can  contemplate  a  state  of  the  worhl  like  this,  and 
sistent  with  the  forms  and  genius  of  ourgovernmenl,  j  not  feel  his  heart  exull  at  the  prospecl.'  And  who 
and  this  will  lead,  by  a  straight  and  easy  road  to  that  j  can  doubt  that,  in  the  hand  of  an  omnipoleiil  Provi- 
gulf  of  all  republies — a  military  despolism.  Then  dence,  a  free  and  unrestricted  commerce  shall  prove 
we  shall  have  to  provide  for  three  or  (our  successful  '  one  of  the  greatest  agents  in  bringing  it  about. 

^^"!''.^'''n'r°  ".'u'  f"''"..''?.''."'".^:'.'"*^..'^"!.',''!',  P'"'''''.  I      Finally,  I  am  against  war  hecausr  peace-peace  is 

pre-eminently  our  policy.     There  are  nations  m  Iho 


:d  lh< 


-;ncy.     Before  the  generation 

shall  have  passed  away  they  will  witi 
between  hostile  generals,  lie  who  conquered  IMexi 
CO,  and  he  \vho  conquered  Canada,  will  each  insist 
upon  his  right  to  the  seat  of  power,  and  they  will 
end  their  struggle  by  the  sword.  Freedom  thus  lost, 
institutions  thus  underiiiined  and  overturned,  never 
can  be  recovered.  The  national  rum  will  be  irre- 
trievable. 

I  appeal,  then,  to  gentlemen  near  me — to  my  friends, 
whose  separation  from  us  on  this  question  I  ileeply 
regret — and  i  say  to  them,  is  it  lor  you,  w!io  are 
deiiiocrals   pur  excellence — for  you,  who  are  the  eiie 


r.r'^Iv"'''^'  1  '*'°'''''  ^"^^  "*^J  resort  to  war  for  the  settlement  of 
their  differences,  and  slill  grow  great;  but  that  nation 
IS  not  ours.  Providence  has  cast  our  happv  inheri- 
tance where  its  frontier  extends  for  tweniy-lhree  de- 
grees of  latitude  along  the  Atlantic  coast.  It  has 
given  us  a  land  which,  in  natural  advantages,  is  per- 
haps unequalled  by  any  other.  Abundant  m  all  re- 
sources, excellent  in  climate;  fertile  and  exuberant 
in  soil;  capable  of  sustaining,  in  the  plentiful  enjoy- 
ment ol  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  a  population  of 
IRO  hundred  millions  of  souls.  Our  treat  mission 
a  iieople  is  to  occupy  this  vast  domam— there  to 


,  J  -  -  , ....       u|'-.^.u.....#./..^u^j     v..i.j.a..tuv'iii.,  o 

...es  of  paper   money,  and   the  sworn  destroyers  of    fulfil  the  primeval    command   to  increase  and  multi 
all  banks  and  all  artificial  classes  in  society — is  it  for  |  ply,   and   replenish  the  land  with  an  in  lustrious  and 


you   to    vole  for  a  measure  of  such  very  eq'iivotal 
success.' 

But  1  have  still  higher  reasons.  1  am  opposed  to 
war  as  a  friend  to  human  improvement,  to  human 
civilization,  lo  human  progress  and  advancemenl. — 
Never  in  Ihe  history  of  the  world  has  there  occurred 
a  period  so  remarkable  as  the  peace  which  followed 
the  battle  of  Waterloo  for  the  great  advanc.s  made 
in  the  condition  of  human  society,  and  that  in  various 
fornis.  The  chemical  and  mechanical  powers  have 
been  investigated  and  applied  lo  advance  the  com 
forts  of  human  life  in  a  degree  far  beyond  all  that 
was  ever  known  or  hoped  before.  Civilizaliun  has 
been  spreading  lis  influence  far  and  wide,  and  the 
general  progress  of  huiiian  society  has  outstripped 
all  that  had  been  previously  witnessed.     The  inveii 


irluous  population:  lo  level  the  forests,  and  let  in 
upon  their  solitude  the  light  of  day:  to  clear  the 
swamps  and  morasses,  and  redeem  Ihein  lo'he  plough 
and  the  sickle:  to  spread  over  hill  and  dale  Ihs  echoes 
of  human  labor  and  human  happiness  and  conteiit- 
iiieiit:  lo  fill  the  land  with  cities,  and  towns,  and  vil- 
lages: lo  unile  us  opposite  exlretnitie:  by  UirnpikbS 
and  lailroads:  lo  scoop  out  canals  for  the  Iraiisniis- 
sion  of  its  products,  and  open  rivers  for  iis  internal 
trade  War  can  only  impede  the  fulfilment  uf  this 
high  mission  of  Heaven;  it  absorbs  the  wealth,  and 
diverts  the  energy  which  might  be  so  much  better 
dcvoled  to  the  iniproveiiienl  of  our  country.  All  wb 
want  is  peace — eslablish  peace;  and  then  time,  un- 
der the  guidance  of  a  wise  and  cautious  policy,  will 
soon  e(r>  cl  for  us  all  the  rest      1  say  time  will  do  it, 


lion  of  man  has  seized  upon  and  subjugated  two  great  I  under  the  influence  of  a  wise  and  masterly  inaclivi 
agencies  of  the   natural   world    which    never  before  |  ly — a   phrase   than  which  none  other  has  been  less 
were  made  the  servants  of  man:  1  refer  to  steam  and  j  understood   or   more   grossly    misrepresented.      By 
clricity,    under    which,    of  course,    I  includ 


ho  should  have  known  better,  it  has  been 
construed  lo  mean  inaction.  But  mere  inertness, 
and  what  is  meant  by  a  wise  inacliviiy,  are  things 
wide  apart  as  the  pules.  The  one  is  the  diVpriug  of 
Ignorance  and  of  indolence;  the  other  is  the  result  of 
the  pioroundest  wisdom — a  wisdom  which  looks  into 


ni.ignelism  in  all  its  phenomena.  Steam  has  been 
controlled  and  availed  of  for  all  the  purposes  of  hu- 
man intercourse,  and  by  its  resistless  energies  has 
brought  nations  together  whom  nature  had  seemed  to 

separate  by  insurmounlable  barriers.  It  has  short  i  me  proiuunuesi  n  isuom — a  nisuom  wnicn  looiis  imo 
ened  the  passage  across  the  Atlantic  more  than  one-  the  nalure  and  bearing  of  things;  which  sees  how 
half,  while  the  rapidity  of  travelling  on  land  has  been  |  conspiring  causes  work  out  their  elleias,  and  shape 
three  times  greater  than  ever  was  known  before. —  and  ch:ioge  the  condition  of  man.  Where  we  find 
Within  the  same  period  man  has  chained  toe  very  .  that  natural  causes  will  of  themselves  wmk  r,ul  our 
lightning  of  heaven,  and  brought  it  down  and  made  ^  good,  our  wisdom  is  to  let  them  work;  and  all  our 
It  administer  to  the  transmission  of  human  thought,  task  is  to  remove  impediments.  In  the  present  case, 
iQSoiuuch  that  it  may  with  Uuib  be  iaid  tliat  our  one  of  the  greatest  of  these  impediments  is  found  in 
ideas  are   not   only  transmitted  with  llie  rapiJii)  of   our  impalience. 
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He  ivho  cannot  understand  the  diffareiice  between 
an  inactivity  like  this,  and  mere  stupid  inaction,  and 
the  doing  of  nothing,  is  as  \et  b'lt  in  the  horn-bool; 
of  political  science.  Yes,  lime— ever-laborinj  time 
— will  eflect  every  thing  for  us.  Our  population  is 
now  increasing  at  the  annual  average  of  six  hundred 
thousand.  Let  the  next  livenlj-five  years  elapse,  j 
and  our  Increase  will  have  rea.'hed  a  million  a  year, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  period  ive  shall  count  a  popu- 
lation of  forty  five  millions  Before  that  day,  il  will 
have  spie.id  from  ocean  lo  ocean.  The  coasts  of  the 
Pacific  will  then  be  as  densely  populated  and  as; 
thickly  settled  with  villages  and  towns  as  the  coast  | 
of  Ihe  Atlantic  is  novv.  In  another  generation  we  i 
shall  have  reached  eighty  millions  of  people,  and,  ifj 
we  can  preserve  peace,  who  shall  set  bounds  to  our  j 
prosperity  or  our  success?  With  one  fool  planted  on 
the  Atlantic  and  the  other  on  the  Pacific,  we  shall 
occupy  a  position  between  the  two  olii  continents  of 
the  world — a  position  eininently  calcuUled  lo  setture 
to  us  the  commerce  and  the  inHuence  ol  both,  li 
we  kjbide  by  the  counsels  of  common  sense — if  we 
sncee.d  in  preserving  our  constitutional  liberty,  we 
shall  then  exhibit  a  spectjcie  such  as  the  world  ne- 
ver saw.  1  know  thai  this  one  great  mission  is  en- 
compassed with  dilficoltifs;  but  such  is  the  inherent 
energy  of  our  political  >yslem,  and  such  its  expan- 
sive capability,  that  il  may  be  made  lo  govern  ttie 
widest  space.  II  by  war  we  become  great,  we  can- 
not be  free;  if  we  will  be  both  great  and  free,  our 
pulley  IS  peace. 

Before  I  resume  my  seat,  allow  me  to  say  a  few 
woids  which  relate  personally  t.)  myself,  and  then  I 
will  relieve  the  senate. 

1  have  been  charged  with  having  more  io'dinaliun 
for  llie  aniiexalion  of  Texas  than  for  the  reiention  of 
Oreion;  and  il  has  been  said  that  my  pariialities  are 
sirong  for  Ihe  south,  but  very  weak  in  comparison 
for  Ihe  north.  But  why  is  Texas  spoken  of  as  par- 
ticularly connecled  with  t..e  S.julhern  slates.  1  al- 
ways tlioiighl  that  Texas  formed  a  part,  and  a  very 
imuoilaiit  p.nt,  of  the  valley  of  the  vlississippi,  and 
Ih^il  the  liearls  of  all  who  loved  the  West  were  par- 
ticularly set  upon  its  acquisition  as  a  means  of  per- 
ferling  and  consummaling  the  union  of  our  great 
Western  world.  1  never  knew  that  Texas  was  con 
fined  lo  a  southern  latitude.  1  thought  iis  higher 
portions  extenJed  up  lo  the  latitude  of  42°  iiorib, 
not  larfroin  the  great  pass  of  the  Rocky  moiiii'ains; 
and  1  have  been  in  the  habit  of  suppo-iiig  that  the 
Southern  slates  proper  had  not  so  great  an  inlerebl 
in  il  as  h'd  the  great  West.  Uut  il  seems  1  wai 
wrung,  and  that  llie  annexation  of  Texas  was  a 
purely  Southern  question.  Admitliiig  it  lo  be  so,  1 
put  my  defence  on  the  ground  that  I  have  treated 
bull  questions — thai  of  Texas  and  that  of  Oregon — 
111  a  manner  best  calculated  lo  keep  both,  and  that 
the  course  1  pursued  was  ihe  only  elieeiual  means  to 
unite  Texas  and  to  retain  Oregon.  If  my  course 
w  JM  dii'lcrent  toward  ihe  Iwo,  it  was  because  the  cir- 
cumslaiires  of  the  two  were  entirely  ditlerenl.  Ju 
the  case  of  Texas  time  was  against  us;  in  Ihe  case  of 
Oregon  lirne  was  lor  us:  and  hence  the  dilference  in 
Hi)  policy.  'I'exas  has  been  secured.  We  were  al  a 
piiiiil  where  she  must  come  under  our  inll  lenee,  or 
under  that  of  England.  1  was  anxious  to  prevent 
the  hitler,  and  secure  Ihe  former;  and  1  knew  thai 
lime  would  be  against  us.  1  had  lo  contend  againsi 
lime,  whicti  wails  for  no  man.  Thai  was  no  case  for 
a  niiislerly  inaclivity.  J  therefore  wrested  boldly 
wilh  the  question,  and  success  has  proved  that  the 
policy  was  Sound.  But,  in  the  case  of  Oregon,  time 
was  111  our  favor.  .>ly  policy  in  bolh  cases  was  the 
Same — to  avoid  war,  and  to  preserve  [leace.  I  had 
no  fears  of  a  war  with  Eughind.  1  knew  that  Texas 
was  an  independent  stale,  and  bad  so  bet>n  ackiiow* 
ledgcd  by  England  herself;  so  that,  if  the  people  of 
Texas  consented  lo  the  annexalitn,  Ihe  opposition  of 
England  had  nothing  lo  stand  on;  and  that  we  had 
nothing  lo  fear  from  Mexico,  unless  she  was  aided 
by  England;  and  that  England  would  not  aid  her  un- 
less with  a  view  to  the  Oregon  quesiii  n.  And  1 
Ihoughl  that,  if  the  i'.^xas  question  was  no:  settled, 
there  would  ho  bitter  feeling  between  U<  and  Eng- 
land. We  are  both  the  descendants  ol  the  same 
stock— both  jealous  and  brave — bolh  fond  (loo  fond) 
ol  war;  England  would  have  interlered,  and  then  it 
wouhi  co-i  Us  n  war  to  recover  that  which,  by  a  wise 
and  a  bol  1  polny,  wc  might  have  elfectually  secured. 

T  H  E     r  A  R  I  K  F  . 

LBTTEUt      OF      AliDUTT     LAWRENCE. 


1816,    to   the   cotton   year,  ending   31st  of  August,  i  received*    and    amount   lo   560,000  000  lbs.  against 


1845. 

These  I  shall  oiler  for  the  special  consideration  of 
those  who  inhabit  the  eollon  growing  region  of  our 
counlry;  and  of  those  who  brought  forward  and  car- 
ried thai  law  through  congress. 

The  taritf  law  of  1816  was  founded  in  wisdom, 
and  1  am  ready  here  to  mak.;  my  acknoivledgments 
lo  those  distinguished  statesmen  of  the  cotton  grow- 
ing stales,  who  successfully  consumiuated  an  act  that 
has  done  so  much  lo  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
whole  Union. 

The  primary  object  on  the  pan  ol  those  members 
of  congress  representing  the  eollon  planting  stales, 
in  establishing  a  high  protective  lariti'.  was  lo  extend 
the  consumption  of  Iheir  greal  staple  in  Ihis  country, 
by  excluding  foreign  made  cotton  fabrics,  and  sub- 
stituting a  domestic  article  manufactured  of  Ame- 
rican cotton.  I  think  the  authors  of  the  lariff  law  !  deeply  interested  in  the  spinning,  as  well  as  in  the 
of    1316    may    congralulale    themselves,   and    iheir  I  P/'^rf'Jcing  of  cotton  at  honie.  As  regards  the  future. 


176  300  000  Ihs.  in  the  U.  Sfi.les  Thus  the  increase 
in  the  United  Slates  from  1816  lo  1845  has  extended 
from  11,000.000  lo  176.3(10  000  lbs.  in  29  years,  be- 
ing an  augmentation  of  sixlee'ifuld.  The  increase  in 
Great  Brilain  in  the  same  period  of  lime  has  been 
from  83,700,000  lbs.  to  560  000  000  lbs.;  being  an 
angmeiilation  of  less  than  sevenfold,  against  an 
increase  in  the  United  Slates  of  sUcleenfold. 

These  are  not  only  sinking,  but  important  facts, 
and  present  a  view  of  the  ca=c,  which  refutes  the 
anlicipations  of  those  who  enterlained  difl'erent  opi- 
nions of  Ihe  future  increase  of  the  spinning  of  cot- 
ton in  this  country,  fifteen  years  ago.  I  cannot  but 
hope  that  the  views  and  opinions  of  some  of  the 
prominent  men  of  Ihe  south  may  undergo  a  change, 
when  they  examine  this  question  dispassionately;  and 
that  they  will  come  to  the   conclusion  that  they  are 


countrymen,  on  I*  e  complete  success  that  has  fol- 
lowed from  the  adop:iitn  of  the  miniinum  of  twenty- 
five  cents  the  square  yard,  contained  in  that  bill. — 
Under  its  beneficent  operation  we  have  been  ena- 
bled to  supply  our  own  population  with  cottons  of 
the  coarse  and  middling  q.ialities,  and  to  export  to 
foreign  countries  lo  Ihe  amount  of  four  or  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually, —  for  which  w-e  receive  in 
payment,  tea,  coS'ee,  sugar  hides,  copper,  &c.  These 
good*,  the  product  of  our  own  labor,  liave  become  a 
substitute  tor  coin,  in  tlie  several  countries  to  which 
they  are  shipped. 

It  would  seem  that  the  founders  of  this  .system  of 
high  protection  to  labor,  ought  to  be  satisfied  wilh 
its  results,  as  the  qiianlity  of  cotton  now  spun  in  the 
United  Stales  is  far  greater  than  the  most  sanguine 
of  ils  friends  anticipated  in  1816.  According  lo  a 
statement  made  up  by  Mr.  P.  T.  Jackson  and  Mr. 
John  A.  Lowell,  for  Ihe  use  of  the  taritf  convention 
held  in  New  York  in  1332,  the  home  consumption  of 
cotton  prior  lo  the  pass.igc  of  the  act  of  1816.  was 
eleven  millions  of  pounds,  being  about  three-eighths 
of  llie  quanlity  now  spun  al  Lowell. 

The  quantity  spun  in  Great  Brilain  in  1816,  was 
eighty-eight  millions  of  pounds.  There  are  no  data 
to  be  relied  upon  for  eonliiiuous  returns  of  home  con- 
sumption beUeen  1816  and  1825,  1826. 

In  1826-'27,  the  returns  were  made  in  a  New  York 
price  current,  and  they  have  since  been  continued, 
and  are  deemed  to  be  as  correct  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  will  admit. 


if  the  general  peace  of  Ihe  world  be  mainlnined, 
and  the  leading  business  concerns  of  the  country  are 
not  disturbed  by  the  legislative  action  of  the  federal 
government,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  increased 
home  demand  fnr  cotton  should  not  go  on  in  as  rapid 
a  ratio  as  during  Ihe  past.  This  would  be  doubling 
the  present  consumption  in  a  little  more  than  eight 
years. 

There  are  now  an  immense  number  of  spindles 
under  construction  m  a  majority  of  the  slates,  (pro- 
bably not  less  than  five  hundred  thousand,)  all  of 
which  are  iiUended  lo  be  in  operation  before  the  first 
of  January,  1850,  and  the  probability  is  that  at  that 
li.iie  the  qiir.ntilv  of  cotton  spun,  wifl  leach  650,000 
bales,  of  4IU  Ihs,  each,  ol  266  500,000  pounds.— 
There  v^ill,  also,  be  a  greal  increase  in  Great  Bri- 
lain, but  not  in  Ihe  same  proportion;  as  we  possess 
some  advantages  in  the  manufacture  of  heavy  goods, 
which  are  not  enjoyed  in  England.  So  long  as  we 
proiluce  belter  goods,  and  can  maintain  our  superi- 
ority abroad,  there  will  he  a  constantly  increasing 
export  demand,  which  is  of  greal  value  lo  Ihe  whole 
counlry.  Upon  a  revie>v  of  this  branelt  of  industry 
it  appears  lo  me  that  its  future  prospects  are  excel- 
lent, if  not  disturbed  by  bad  banking,  and  (what  is 
still  more  pernicious  to  al!  branches  of  business)  un- 
stable and  unwise  legislation. 

The  larifT  has  already  been  altered  several  times, 
(I  believe  six  or  seven)  since  1816. 

If  the  present  movement  against  the  act  of  1842 
shall    succeed,    in    accordance    with    Mr.    Walker's 


plan,  it  must  be  followed  soon  by  a  counter  move- 
In  lS26-'27,  Ihe  amount  spun  in  the  United  Stales  |  ment; — if  not  on  the  part  of  the  people,  the  govern- 

was  103,483   bales,  which    we   may    estimate  al  330  i  ment  itself  will  recommend  il,  for  revenue. 

lbs.  each,  [net  ol  tare]  equal  to  34.149,390  !bs.  „  ^^^   ^e  truely   asserted  that  the   coarse  cotton 

In  the  same  year,  the  quantity  spun   in  Great  Bii-    fabrics,  such  as  are  \vorn  by  the  laboring  classes,  are 


as  197,200,000  pounds.  From  1828  lo  18.30 
was  a  period  of  embarrassassment  and  distress 
nmnijg  muiiii/uclitrcrs. consequently  llie  consumption  of 
1829-'30  was  only  126  512  bales,  of  about  345  lbs. 
each,  amounling  lo  43  646,640  lbs.;  while  the  con- 
sumption in  Greal  Britain  was  247,600,000  lb?.  Al 
ill  is  period  some  of  our  soutiiern  friends,  who  had 
been  foremost  in  advocating  home  manufactures,  and 
had  counted  largely  on  the  benefits  anticipated  by 
them  in  1816,  from  the  operation  of  the  protective 
pulley,   [as   greatly   augmenting  the  consumption 


sold  as  cheap  here  as  in  England,  or  in  any  part  of 
the  world.  Of  course  there  is  no  further  burthen 
imposed  on  the  consumers  of  this  description  of 
home-made  goods.  It  has  been  said  that  Ihe  exist- 
ing duties  on  eollon  goods  prevent  importalions  of 
almost  every  kind.  This  is  so  far  from  the  fact,  that 
for  ihe  last  three  years,  the  amount  of  cotton,  ar.d 
mixed  cotton  and  worsted  fabrics,  printed  and  plain, 
ill  ported,   have    been    larger   than  in    former  \eais, 

ve    having   ranged   from  <;10  000,000   lo  $13,000,000.- 

of    Thi!  .        .  _  . 


Boston,  February  23.  1346. 
Mv   DEAR   sir;  When  1  wrote    to  you  on  the  16th 
of  last  luoiilh,  1    proposed   lo  present  in  another  let- 
ter some  facta  in  regard  li)  the    pr.igress  of  the  spin- 
ning of  cullon  since  ihe  first  high  proleeiivu  larilf  in 


laple.]  began  to  manifest  dissiitisf.iction,  with 
what  Ihey  considered  the  slow  progress  of  our  cot- 
ton maiiufarlurcs.  The  idea  eiitcrt  lined,  and  put 
forlli,  was  thai  we  should  never  require  so  much,  as 
to  bear  any  considerable  proportion  to  the  consonip- 
tioh  of  Great  Brilain.  This,  as  will  be  shown,,  was 
a  laise  view  of  the  case,  and  has  proved  a  capital 
error. 

In  1632-33,  the  quantity  spun  at  home  reached 
194,412  tiales,  averaging  perhaps  360  |)Ounds  each;  in 
lri35-'36,  236,733  b.ilis;  in  1837-'33.  246.063  bales; 
111  1839-'4U,  295,193  bales;  in  lS41-'42,  there  was 
deep  commercial  and  mannf.ictui  ing  distress,  and 
consumption  receded  to  267,850  bales.  In  the  latter 
part  i^f  Ihe  year  1842,  and  in  1343,  after  the  present 
t.inlV  law  went  into  operation,  a  revival  of  business 
throughout  the  counlry  took  plaie,  and  brought  up 
the  amount  spun  to  3-'o,129  bales. 

In  I844-'45  [jear  ending  31sl  of  August  last,]  liie 
amount  spun  was  389  006  Dales.  There  is  o  quan- 
tity of  cotton  consumed  in  Ihe  interior  of  Ihe  stale, 
which,  never  having  reached  the  sea  poits,  is  not  in- 
cluded in  the  .New  Yoik  statement,  that  has  been 
esiimated  to  lie  at  least  41, Out)  hales;  wc  shall  Ihere- 
foru  csllmolu  llie  total  quantity  al  430,000  bales,  of 
410  lbs.  each,  net,  making  a  total  of  176,300,000 
poiiiids  as  the  consumption  the  last  year,  ugallisl  11,- 
000,000  pounds  in  1816— being  a  period  of  iwenly- 
niiie  years. 

The  cimsiimption  in  Great  Brilain  has  gone  on 
steadily  increasing,  but  not  in  so  rapid  a  raliu  as  in 
the  (iniled  Stales.     The  relurna  for  1845  have  been 


lis  large 


ni  is  of  the  finer   desciiptions,  and 


as  are  worn  by  the  fashionable  and  rich.  We 
ihall  continue  to  import  largely  of  these  luxuries,  so 
long  as  our  people  have  surplus  means  to  expend  in 
dress;  and  Ihe  permanent  revenue,  under  the  present 
aystem,  will  l)e  much  greater  than  under  thai  pro- 
posed by  the  secreiary  of  the  treasury. 

The  question  has  often  been  asked,  why  not  reduce 
the  duties  on  cottons,  if  you  can  sell  them  so  lov? — • 
1  answer,  that  the  duty  now  is  nearly  inoperative, 
entirely  so,  on  some  kinds,  such,  for  example,  as  are 
exported  in  huge  quantities.  If  llie  duties  were  re- 
duced materially  on  the  coarse  goods,  I  should  inter- 
po«e  no  object  1011,  provided  ample  [iroteclion  was 
mainlaincd  on  the  middling  and  fine  qualities.  This 
is  a  inatler  lo  be  carefully  arranged  by  practical 
men.  We  have-nofc  certainly  nothing  to  fc.ir  in  the 
manufacture  of  jaiiis  as  high  as  No.  14 — so  far  wo 
can  go  on  without  pruleclion,  but  Ihe  higher  uiim  • 
bers   reipiire   protection,  and    it  should  be  a  specific 


*Qiiaiiiiiv  ot  yarns  spun  iii  Givni  Brilaiu,  in  1645.- 

494.0.10.1100  pounds. 

E.spoucd  in 
yunis  131,01)0,000  lbs.,  valued  at 

l;id,21cls,  $32,2.S0,000 

E.vpuried  in 
iiianulac's        20-2,3t;0,Od01bs.,  valued  at 
IS;d.,  36J  CIS,  73,000,000 

Con.suiued  111 
hmiie  16S,i:i)i,00O  lbs. 


valued  a< 

[40  CIS., 

494,8(iil,0ii0 
Whole  value  of  coiiou  iiiaiiuf 'ed  in 
England, 


63,200,000 
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stand*,  ollhoufth  inopera-  |  niitht  wilh  profit  miilliply  the  occiipotion<  of  labor.  [  law  oppressed  the  poor.    1  confess  thi'iaascrlion  sur- 


mo  e  than  France,  ami  q..iie  as  n.uch  as  60,000.001)  I  gmia   contains    19,  ami  New    York  53  to  the  .q.iare    duly  be  maintamed,  of  very  soon  being  sypphed  I 
^Germans.     Ou-  consuu.in,  ability  on  this,  and  all ,  m.le.  |  ""■■  oa„  soil  with  sugar,  at  a  pnee  much  belo>v  thai 

other    comforts    of  life,  is    beyond  that  of  an  equal  !       |n  1820  Virginia  had  a  population  of  l.OG.'i  379;  in  ;  ""*  I'^i'l       H  >'  an  error  of  .he  president  :,nd  se 
number   of  persons   of  anv  olher  country,  and  five  ,  ]830   1,211.405;   in    1840    1.2'i9.797.     New  Y.uk  m 
timos  asi;rpat  as  that  of  llussia.  i  1^20  1,372.812;  in  1S30  1  91«,(iO.<;in  1840  2.4ad.')21. 

The  farlnries  of  only  Ma^a.-hiisetls  and  a  neigh-  |  In  1850  New  Yolk  will  probiihly  conlalii  nearly 
boring  stale,  «pin  annually  18  000  bales  of  cotton.       i  3,000.000.  and    Virsinia    say  1  260,000— these  facts, 

We  receiveil  one  niillioii  of  barrels  of  flour  (more  '  one  would  suppose  were  sufficient  to  induce  Ihe  peo- 
than  the  whole  export  of  thf  Uniicd  Slates  10  fo- 1  |,|e  of  Virginia  to  introduce  new  branches  of  Indus 
reign  countries)  Ihe  la-t  year.  'I'lu' amount  of  pro- !  iry.  and  to  establish  the  modern  internal  iniprove- 
duils  of  states  out  of  New  Eni;l:ind,  lakeii  by  Mas  j  ments  for  transportation,  Ihat  the  rich  resources  of 
sachuselts  the  la>t  year,  aniouuled  to  $10,000,000,  in  [  (he   stale    may  be  developed.     The  condilioii  of  Ihe 

cotton,  lead,  wool,   su;jr.  CO. I,  iron,  fl  )ur,    grain  of  '  („.o  Carolinas  are  much  the  same  as  Virginia.     Th'-  ,  ^,  ,    ,         ,      _,        ,,      . 
all  sorts,   pork,   beef,  lard,   tobacco,    rice,  &c,,  &r.;    [,„p„|aiinn    of  No.ih    and    South   Carolina    in   1830  I  O'''  "'"" . '"   New  bngi 
for  which  we  paid  in  the  products  of  our  labor;  and  j  1  ;jl9  172;  in  1840    1 ,347,817  — increase  2i   per  cent 
this  is  a  stea.iy   and   iticreasin;;   market  for  the  arli- 1  i,,  len  years,  (principally  in  North  Carolina.) 
cles  1  have  named.  Even  in    Great   Britain    the    increase  in  llie  same  1 

In  fact,  the  stale  of  Mas-athuselt"  (not  to  speak  ijme  was  11  percent.  In  Massachusetts,  allhoiijjb  j 
of  Iho  oth.T  Ne  V  Eunlaml  slates,  which  are  all  lar,;e  |  ||,ere  weie  81 J  lo  the  square  mile  in  1S30.  against 
consumers)  allords  jjrealer  support  to  the  airicultu-  '  n  in  iKe  CaniliiiMs,  iliere  was  an  iiicri-ase  of  21  per  | 
ral  and  plauling  stales,  soulii  and  west,  Ihan  any  I  cent,  from  1830  to  1840.  The  aggregate  producl- , 
olher  in  Ihe  Union,  and    greater  to  Ihe    striclly  agn-    of  Ihe  two  Carolina*  r.i  1840   was  Ij.'i9. 595,734 


cultural  slates,  than  all  foreign  couiilries.  'I'he  la- 
nfi"  of  1842  was  enacted  as  much  tor  ihe  benefit  of 
the  southern  and  weslerii  staler,  as  for  iVlassachu- 
sells,  and  they  hj*e  derived  as  much  advaMla,;e  from 
it  in  proportion  to  their  capital.  Of  tlie  trulh  of 
this  declaraiion,  Iheyjwill  be  satisfied  after  a  year's 
experience  under  Mr.  Walker's  plan  of  low  ad  va- 
lorem diilies. 

Tiie  notion  is  prevalent,  I  am  fully  aware,  that  the 
northern  and  eastern  stales,  those  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing, enjoy  the  principal  btiietib   from  the  pre-  , 
sent  lariB"      Hut  this  is    not  the  case.      By  reference  !  profitably    employed,    and    lo 
to  Ihe  lollou  ii'jjquantilies  of  protected  articles,  pro-  •  states  named,  have  as  great  a 
duced  out  ol  New  Eoi^Lnd,  alnmst  aholly,  you   will  '  l.ibor  of  Ihe   country 


;>  population  of  1,347  817.  The  iroduels  uf  ,\ljss;i- 
chusetts  with  a  p  .pnlalion  of  less  Ihau  800.000  peo- 
ple, amounted  at  ihe  same  lime  to  5^100,000,000,  and 
now  the  products  of  labor  and  capiia)  are  more  than 
$120.O00,OH0. 

1  haie  iniroduced  these  statemenls  for  the  purpose 
of  exhibiting  fairly  the  true  condition  of  some  of 
the  old  stales,  and  lo  awaken  the  public  mind  in 
those  stales  to  Ihe  imporlance  of  bringing  out  the 
pioduclive  labor,  by  iiuroriucing  new-  branches  <if 
business,  in  order  that  Ihe  itiduslrial    clashes  may  be 


relary  to  put  forth  a  slaleTiienl  thai  Ihe  tarill'of  1842 
oppresses  Ihe  poor  man — when  Ihe  prlnripal  pait  of 
Ihe  revenue  is  <lerived  rather  from  Mie  luxuries,  than 
Ihe  nei-cssaries  of  life. 

When  we  hear  from  high  sources  of  transferring 
our  workshops  to  Manchester,  iiiriiiin|!,liam,  and 
Leeds,  1  shouhl  be  glad  to  know  if  il  hi'  proposed  to 
transfer  our  intelligent  workinu  men  with  Ihem,  and 
whether  a  farmer  in  Ohio  can  be  made  to  believe 
IliHl  Ihese  men  will  eat  more  of  Ms  beef  and  pork  in 
ind.     This  is  a  si  range  doc- 

]  irme,  and  sounds  lo  nie  quite  aiiti-,\merican,  and  are 
jusl  siicli  sentiments  as    were  iitleied  by  Ihe  old  10- 

[  ries  previous  lo  Ihe  revolutionary  war. 

Theie  is  one  olher  point  lo  which  1  ^hall  iliiide  in 
the  report  of  Ihe  lion,  secretary.  He  says  that  the 
wages  of  labor  are  lower  now,  than  previous  to  Ihe 
tariff  of  1842  If  he  means  the  wa^es  of  labor  in 
the  manufacliiribg  porlioiis  of  Ihe  country,  I  will 
stale  a  fact  which,  I  Ihmk,  completely  illustrates  the 
incorrectness  of  his  assertion. 

In  the  stale  of  Massachusetts,  the  inslilutlons  lor 
savings  are  obliged  by  law  lo  mjke  returns  to  the  le- 
Kislaiure.  In  the  annual  returns  jusl  (>ubli.shed,  I 
fii.d  Ihe  following: 


d.ik< 


that  Ihi 
in  proleclii 


Ihr 


;lht 


see  that  there  are  other  great  protected  interests  in 
the  country,  besids  the  manulaelure  of  cotton  and 
wool.  The  duties  on  these  iire  from  40  to  100  per 
cent.,  and  on  spiri'.s  lo  a  greater  exlent.  There  are 
produced 

450  10  500,0110  lot.s  of  iron. 
1 15.000, OUO  pounds  of  su^ar. 
200  000  ponn.  8  maple  sugar. 
9  10  12,0110  000  gallons  ol   molasses. 
5  to  7  00(1  UOO  I'lns  of  coal. 
50  lo  60  Olio  000  pounds  of  wool. 
10,000  000  bu-hels  of  salt. 

60  lo  70,000,000  gallons  of  spirits,  mostly    from 
grain. 

12  to  15,000,000  yards  of  cotton  bagging. 
20,000  O'lO  pounds  bale  rope  and  twine. 
80  to  90,000  Ions  lieinp  and  fiax. 
'Co  Ihis  list  nii^lit  b-j  added  twenty  minor  articles, 
worlh  in  Ihe  a^,i;ret;ale  imre  than  the  whole  amount 
of  cotton  lobiio  produced  in  Hie  U    Slates. 

lion,  we  Mill  import  70  to  80,000  tons,  including 
neaily  all  used  on  lailroads,  which  can  and  will  be 
produceu  at  home,  as  soon  as  increased  capital  is 
We  now  produce  more  iron  than  France 


Unnm  — 
They  have  now  bui  little  else  Ihan  soil  and  physical 
power  remaining.  You  possess  but  a  small  amount 
of  productive  power,  in  Ihe  form  of  railroads  and 
labor  saving  machines.  You  have  a  deep  interest  in 
common  willi  all  Hie  slates  in  uphohling  the  lab  .r 
of  the  country.  You  seem  lo  be  satisfied  that  the 
time  has  come  when  something  should  be  done  to 
ii.ipiove  Ihe  conditiuu  of  your  people.  The  ptojile 
of  Virginia  wilh  South  and  North  Carolina  [parli 
cul  rlj  Ihe  tuo  former  stales]  hive  pursued  a  poli- 
cy that  has  broughl  tliem.so  laras  population  is  con 
cerned,  lo  a  slalionary  condition;  and  from  present 
indicaliuns  1  should  not  be  surprised  to  see  Eastern 
Viigioia  and  Soulh  Carolina  with  a  less  n'lmOcr  ol 
people  in  1S50,  thaii  they  contained  1340. 

If  you  propose  now  to  enter  upon  those  pursuits 
that  are  certain  in  their  operalions  to  give  employ- 
meiil,  and  that  of  .<  profitable  kind,  to  yo,ir  people, 
and  lo  create  a  market  at  home  for  your  agricultu- 
ral products — what  object  can  there  be  in  Iransfer- 
ring  our  workshops  to  Great  Biitain.'  The  s.juih  and 
west  have  every  motive  to  give  efhcienl  protection 
to  the  laborof  Ihe  whole  Union:  First,  because  those 
employed  in  ihe  mechanical  and  mannfaclui  ing  arl 
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acquired 

or  Russia,  I  r  any  olher  country, save  Great  Britain,    are'  the    best  custunieis   for  your  agricultural  pro 

whose  product  is  now  1,500.000  tons.  ]  duels;  and  secondly,  because  you  desire  lo  engage  in 

VVilhin  a  lew  years  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  j  those  departmeiils  of  labor  yourselves:  1  say,  then, 
product  of  iron  will  be  doubled,  piovided  the  pros  i  look  well  to  this  project  now  under  considerjlioii  at 
perity  of  liie  country  is  not  interfered  with  by  ex-  j  Washinglon,  to  ch.iige  our  wlnde  revenue  system. — 
periments,  made  by  congress  on  the  labor  and  cur-  !  There  is  one  principle  upon  which  every  govcrn- 
rency  of  the  country,  whK-h  is  a  greater  discourage-  !  menl,  and  every  conimereial  community  with  which 
ment  lo  branches  of  business  requiring  large  fixed  ;  l  am  acquinled  agree  throughout  ihe  world;  and  that 
capital,  Ihan  is  imagined  oy  many  of  our  legislators  |  is,  to  establish  specific  duties,  or  a  valuation  of  their 
who  make  and  unmake  tariffs.  |  oirn.     Mr.  Walker   has    reversed    this  decision,  ;:nd 

It  is  e^liniated  that  at  the  present  prices  of  sugar,  |  recommends  ad  valorem  duties  on  an  iiltrged  valua- 
the  cultivation  in  a  very  brief  period  of  lime  will  be  tion  abroad.  1  deem  this  feature  in  the  bill  a  viola- 
extended  10  the  required  home  consumption,  now  tion  of  sound  principle,  and  such  as  must  be  con- 
about  300.000,000  lbs.,  which  in  ten  vears  may  be  '  denned  by  :7iei,  of  all  parties  whose  experience  and 
500,000,000  pounds.  1  have  no  doubt' that  the  best ;  knowledge  are  of  value.  Il  is  no  olher  in  practice, 
iriteitsls  of  the  nation,  require  that  the  present  duty  than  to  drive  from  Oir  foreign  trade  a  large  nunih 
should   be  maintained  wilh  other  protective  duties. 


This  extension  of  sugar  cultivation  will  employ  a 
large  amount  of  labor,  now  devoted  lo  the  produc- 
tion of  the  cotton. 
It  would  »eeai  thai   several  stales  of  Ibis  Union 


ol  bunesl  impuning  iuercliantu,  and   to   place  ih 
business  in  the  hands   of  unscrupulous  (orcigners. — 
Time  may  reveal  ihe  Iruth  of  tlii.s  predieliun. 

The   president  and    his  secielary   of  the   treasury 
has   staito   thai   the  operalnns  ol  the  present  taritl 


Being  an  increase  Irom  1841  to  1842  of  about  3 
per  cent,  on  depositors,  and  about  'S\  per  cent,  on 
amount  deposited,  and  an  increase  from  1842  to 
1845  of  about  32  per  cent,  on  depositors,  or  nearly 
11  per  ceni.  per  annum,  anil  about  38  percent,  on 
anunint  deposited,  or  nearly  13  percent,  per  annum. 
I  sinill  irake  no  comments  upon  this  cxlraordina- 
rv  exhibiliuii  of  Ihe  increase  of  ilepusilors  and  de- 
p'osiies.  further  than  to  state  that  ail  the  world 
know  for  wtioin  ih.ise  admirable  insliluiions  were 
e-tablirhed   and  by  whom  they  are  used. 

1  will  not  trouble  you  wilh  more  facts, arguments, 
or  illustrations  upon  this  great  queslion.  m.lional  in 
its  chcic'er,  and  as  bread  as  the  limils  of  ilie  Union, 
and  one  thai  reaches  the  condition  of  every  indivi- 
dual IH  It. 

1  have  personally  no  more  interest  than  any  other 
cilizen.  If  tJie  governinenl  adopt  a  course  of  mea- 
surs  that  prostrates  the  laborof  the  country,  I  shall 
in  common  wilh  every  other  eilizen  u-i-l  its  effects. 
We  are,  I  hold,  one  great  family  an  i  inlissolubly 
linked  logelhcr,  and  the  chain  cannot  be  touched 
wilhoul  the  vibration  being  fell  at  ciliier  extremity. 
I  entertain  and  cherish  a  strong  .American  feeling; 
although  born  aiid  bred  in  .Vlassaehusetls,  I  have  a 
feeling  of  pride  in  Ihe  honor  and  character  of  every 
s;:i!l  m  "Ur  Un;oii.  I  dcsiie  lo  see  our  whole  popu- 
laiio..  go  onward  and  upward  in  a  course  of  prospe- 
rity and  f  appiness.  My  alfeclioiis  for  this  country 
aie  not  bounded  by  geographical  lines,  and  whether 
1  find  myself  in  .Maine  or  in  Georgia,  still  1  am  an 
American  cilizen,  prolecle  I  by  the  same  coiislitu- 
liin  and  law^  of  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and 
happy  counliies  Uj'Oii  which  Ihe  sun  evershone. — 
With  all  our  parly  stiiles  and  bickeriogs  Ihe  country 
goes  on  prospc.ing,  and  1  trust,  lo  prosper.  1  have 
only  to  ask  ol  those  who  are  now  tiie  actors  on  our 
great  political  stage  not  to  experiment  upon  the 
prosperity  and  destinies  of  a  happy  and  contented 
people.  VViih  seiitin.enls  of  the  higliesi  icspeei  and 
regard,  1  remain,  dear  sir,  your  Iriend  and  ube  lieiil 
seivant,  ABBOl'T  LAWRE.VCt;. 

I'o  the  hon.  William   C.  Kives,  CasHe  Hill,  Alba- 
marie  county   \'irgiaia. 
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POSTSCRIPT.— The  Hibcmia  eieanipr.  wiih  Liver- 
nnul  da'csVo  iheitl.  i„si,  reached  Halifax  on  Tuesday. 
By  a  chain  ..f  expresses  exieiidins  upwards  ot  a  ihou.sand 
miles  the  inielli{.encp  brou^hl  by  her  has  heea  hurried, 
by  ihe  pri.prielors  of  the  San,  and  leached  iis  jusl  m  lime 
to  be  crowded  Ininihis  numher. 

The  packet  ship  Palrick  Henry,  which  sailed  fnim  N. 
York  the  same  hour  with  the  e.xpress  piloi  boat  Roiner, 
rcMclioil  LiviTpnol  in  21  davs.  The  St.  Nicholas  pndirt 
shin  which  also  left  at  ihe  same  time  for  Havre,  reaclieil 
,ha'  port  in  21  davs.  No  inielhuence  of  ihe  Rom-r - 
The  Hihfrnia  steamer,  reached  Liverpool  on  the  Htli 
iilr..  in  13  days.  i  r  ■       u 

Sir.  Robert  Peel's  grand  project,  for  modifvin- ihe 
corn  liws  and  providing  finances,  having  been  riebaied 
in  ihe  hou«e  of  commons  for  ihiee  weeks— -'afronlin!; 
f„ud  for  twelve  nights'  incessant  orntory"--was  so  far 
broiiElit  to  a  close  on  Saturday  nulv,  28ih  February,  as 
to  arrive  at  a  division  on  a  poini  winch  was  c^insidered 
a  te«t.  The  ninjoriiv  for  the  mimsier  was  97!  1  he 
house  by  this  vote  hasonlv  pledjed  it-elf  to  go  into  com- 
mittee: "All  the  multifario  is  parts  of  ihe  scheme,  have 
yet  to  be  discussed,  and  affirmed  or  rejecied  before  it 
reaches  the  bouse  of  lords;  taere,  the  same  time-con- 
sumin"  process  is  to  be  repeated,  and  probably  the  spring 
may  be  far  advanced,  or  we  have  got  into  the  summer 
solstice,  ere  the  legisla'ive  adjiidicalion  be  compleie-— 
What  a  prospect  in  the  inieriin  for  the  trade  ot  ihe  coun- 
,i-v_f,ir  ihat  trade  which,  irrespeciive  of  consequences, 
must  still  KG  on,  however  deranged,  as  ils  stoppage,  like 
that  ol  ihe'fiinction.s  of  the  anim.il  body,  would  involve 
the  very  exiinclion  of  vitality  itselt !  ' 

Minding  to  the  debate,  the  London  paper  say?:  1  ne 
eye  of  the  hawk  never  followed  us  prey  with  greaier 
intensity  than  the  piiblic,  out  ot  doois,  have  turned 
to  the«c  debates  in  parliament  Not  that  the  speeches 
tnein«elve9  were  cared  for;  (fce^  literally  became  a  bore. 
Bill  liav  afier  day  the  people  hioked  for  the  result  dmyn 
the  e'idles*  columns  of  the  daily  prints  in  vain,  uniil  the 
interest  deepened  into  anxieiy,  followed,  as  the  dreary 
monotony  of  words  proceeded,  by  absolule  despair.— 
Nor  was  this  despair  unnatural  when  it  is  considered 
how  iniubty  arethe  inieresls  now  ircmbling  in  the  ba- 
lance—iiow  ureal  has  been  the  expenditure  of  nine  and 
talU—and  how  far  the  result  is  from  being  yet  coiisum. 
mated  Every  merchani,  every  tradesman,  every  one  in 
business,  in  short,  experiences  the  painful,  in  some  in 
stances  the  ruinous  results,  of  this  siale  of  transiuon . 
Parliament  has  been  sinmg  more  than  a  month,  and 
noihi  ic  has  been  done— .tb^oluiely  noihiiij.  lor  we  are 
as  yet  only  entering  on  the  threshold  of  the  mvestiga. 
lion.  The  debaie  which  closed  on  Saturday  is  the  first 
skirmish- theprecusor  of  the  general  engagerneni.' 

The  quesiioii  whether  the  corn  laws  should  be  forth 
with  repealed,  or  the  final  repeal  postponed  for  iliiee 
ycara,  according  to  Mr.  Peel's  project,  w.is  one  of  gre^u 
emb  irrrassment.  Mr.  Peel  had  concluded  to  leave  the 
decision  of  this  point  to  parliament,  vvith  the  undirstand- 
int-  ihat  he  would  cheerfully  carry  out  iheir  decision 
wiiiiiever  ii  might  be.  Mr.  Villiers  made  ihe  motion  lor 
imniediale  repeal,  and  the  question  was  pending  when 
the  steamer  lefi  Tlie  decision  was  expecied  to  he  m 
favor  of  Mr.  Peel's  original  prop.jsiiion. 

-The  late  of  ihe  meaMire  in  ibe  lords  is  pregnant  wiih 
consequences  of  the  highest  the  most  comiiianding  inte- 
resi.  The  mcnsure  is  safe  in  the  cominons- thai  is 
I,,,,!,  II  ;,M  .  i-  .1  so  in  the  lords?  Will  ihe  peers,  wiih 
„,,',  ',.      ;.    commons  of  97,  and    in  ihe  present 

^     ,      I  ,  ,,  imlijic  feeling,  llirow  out    the  measure, 

-   '     ■'       '     I  n  dissolution  of  parliament?     Ourlirni 

m:   peers  will   pass   ihe  bill;  and  in  ihia 

!  sireiigihened  by  the  private  tesiimony  of 

'      <  of  parliament,  with  whose 

d.     A   dissoluiion   of  pailia- 

,vould   be  an  aslounding  na 


"The  Obego.n  Question.  The  scarcitv  of  money  has 
been  making  iiself  feit  in  the  c  itton  iiarket.  During 
ihe  lasi  fortnight  the  market  has  been  dull,  with  receding 
prices,  and  matters  would  have  remained  in  ihis  lethar 
gic  "taie  had  it  not  been  for  the  arrival,  on  Monday,  ol 
the  Pairick  Henry,  which  sailed  on  the  6ih,  and  which 
has  brought  the  presideni's  message  lo  congress,  and  the 
correspondence  between  the  British  and  American  mi- 
nisters relaiive  lo  Oregon.  The  turn  which  this  vexed 
question  has  taken  has  excited  surprise;  for  it  was  hoped 
that  the  commercial  measures  of  the  present  government 
would  have  facihiand  ilie  seiilemenl  of  the  dispute,  on 
terms  saiisfaciory  lo  boih  parlies.  The  cmoii  market 
advanced  on  some  descripiions  an  eighth  when  the  bel 
liferent  purport  of  the  advices  by  the  packet  transpired, 
■rile  peremptory  refusal  of  ihe  American  government  to 
submit  the  question  lo  arbiiration,  on  the  ground  that  ii 
would  thereby  recognise  the  rights  of  Ihe  Bri:i9h  govern- 
ment 10  a  poriion  of  Oregon,  is  regarded  as  puerile,  not 
to  say  insulting.  'PheseVights  have  been  long  acknow- 
ledged by  treaty  between  the  parties,  and  it  is  held  as 
being  too  late  in"  the  day  to  erase  a  bond  which  prece- 
ding'negotiaiors,  on  botii  sides  of  the  Ailaniic.  have  c  mi- 
bined  to  respect.  The  friends  of  peace  mourn  that  the 
arbiiration— ihe  most  satisfactory  m.)de  of  setiling  ami- 
cably a  controverted  claim— should  have  been  so  un- 
ceremoniously rejected,  and  its  effect  upon  ihe  cotton 
market  has  been,  as  we  have  staled,  lo  make  it  more  de- 
cidedlv  firm.'' 

Preparationa  for  IVar.  Whether  or  not  we  are  to 
have  war,  great"preparaiions  are  being  made  for  it.  The 
army  is  to  be  increased  10,000  men,  ihe  militia  are  lo  be 
in  readiness  for  immediate  training;  the  ordnance  corps 
are  to  receive  an  accession  of  1,500  men;  the  royal  ma- 
rines 2.500  men;  and  ihe  land  regiments  of  the  line  6000. 
The  increase  of  the  navy  will  be  about  1000  men.- 
London  Times,  illi  insL. 

Ireh.vd.  Of  all  the  intelligence  brought  by  the  Hi- 
bernia.  that  of  Ihe  ascertained  condition  of  Ireland  in 
regard  to  food,  should,  for  the  present,  interesi  us  most, 
foMhe  sake  ofsufFering  humaniiy.  Four  millions  ot  our 
fellow  beings,  by  a  dispensation  ofProvidencc,  have  been 
deprived  of  more  than  half  of  their  usual  scant  aupply  of 
the  material  upon  which  they  depend  for  subsisiance.— 
Sir  Robert  Peel's  announcement  in  parliament,  places 
ihe  fact  beyond  doubt,  that  of  the  potatoes  saved  lor  food, 
more  than  half  has  become  rot'en,  and  an  awful  famine 
and  disease  can  only  be  averted  by  spirited  and  timely 
supplies  from  other  countries.  The  governme  it  is  se- 
riously alarmed,  for  fear  of  a  lack  of  sufficieni  potaioes 
to  plant  the  new  crop  with.  Oflicial  reports  show  that_ 
"many  families  have  not  had  a  potato  for  a  tnonih  past," 
and  ih'eie  is  yet  five  monihs  to  come  before  another  crop 
can  bo  madel 

France.  Interesting  debates  had  taken  place  in  the 
cluiiiibers,  in  relation  to  "the  b.ilanceof  power,"  as  af- 
feciing  the  United  States.  President  Polk's  message  was 
blamed  as  uncivil  as  well  as  impolific,  in  relation  to 
France.  Feelings  , if  cordiality  are  alienated  by  it,  iind  a 
future  course  of  coolness  in  relation  to  the  United  States 
is  predicted.  M.  Giiizot,  in  his  speech. "denied  that  he 
had  interfered  in  the  matter  to  oblige  England.  His  in 


ference  first  comn 


TsDH-  Bombay  dates  to  the  17th  o^  .lannnry,  fn-nish 
accounts  of  the  Hreat  batile  which  took  place  between 
the  Sikhs  and  British  forces  in  the  Pu.njaub,  which  com- 
menced ihe  18ih  December,  and  lasted  lor»eveval  days, 
of  which  we  had  an  account  of  ihe  commencement 
some  weeks  since.  It  was  another  Waterloo  for  the 
British.  Their  loss,  but  partially  knowm  as  yet,  already 
nted  3  300  in  killed,  including  a  number  ot  officers, 
amongst  them.  Sir  Robert  Sale  and  Gen.  McCaskill. 

The  Sikh.s'  army,  20,000  cavalry,  160  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  60,000  infaniry,  crossed  the  Suileje,  about  50 
miles  from  Lahore,  on  the  15. h,  and  on  Ihe  ISih  encoun- 
tered ihe  Briiish  under  the  governor  general.  A  severe 
conflict  ensued,  in  which  ihe  British  took  17  guns.  The 
light  continueii  languidly  from  that  until  the  2I91,  when 
the  Briiish  attacked  a  strong  entrenchment  at  Feioze- 
shar,  defended  by  100  pieces  of  cannon  and  60,000 
men.  The  batile  las'ed  two  days.  The  Sikhs  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  is  estimated  at  from  25,000  to  30,- 
t'OO, — their  camp  and  artillery  and  materiel  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  victors.  Tlie  remains  of  their  army 
were  dispersed. 

Bdsi.wess  circi.es.  The  spring  trade  now  occupies 
every  business  man  in  Baltimore,  boib  ^ands.  The 
principal  sireets,  and  especially  Baliimore  street,  la 
jammed  from  end  to  end.  with  packages  of  all  imagi- 
nable kinds.  The  thoroughfares  are  crowded  with  ve- 
hicles. The  hotels  are  all  life.  Every  thing  is  in  the 
midst  of  buslle.     Dash  on, — quick. 

The  first  steamboat  ol  the  season  on  the  lakes,  the 
United  Stales,  was  advertised  to  leave  Buffalo  on  the 
I81I1  inst.  She  was  injured  by  the  freshet  of  the  16th, 
and  will  be  delayed  probably. 

The  North  river  is  open  to  Poughkeepsie. 

No  less  than  thirty  three  foreign  vessels  arrived  at  N. 
York  on  Wednesday  last,  nearly  all  came  up  the  bay  at 
onetime.  During  last  week  ihore  were  209  arrivals  at 
New  York,  of  which  81  were  Ibreign. 

The  duties  collected  at  New  Fort,  last  week,  amounted 
lo  about  §800,000!! 

Exports  lo  London .  The  ship  Roscop,  Capt.  Ricker, 
cleared  from  Baltimore  on  the  Uih.by  George  H.  New- 
man w  iih  ihe  following  cargo,  viz:  flour,  5,100  bbis;  beef, 
494  lierees;  pork,  56  tierces  247  bhis.;  oilcake;  38  tier- 
ces 720  bbls.;  quercitron  bark,  116  bags;  sassafras  root, 
2  tons;  gretn  salted  hides,  35  bundles. 

U.  S.  deposits,  on  the  1st  inst.,  in  the  various  banks, 
&c.,  subject  to  ihe  draft  uf  the  treasury,  amounted  to 
SS,662,560. 

Bane  items.  The  Banks  of  Massachusetts,  according 
to  their  reports  to  the  legislature,  show  a  proportion  of 
1  dollar  in  specie  to  7  74  100  of  deposiles  and  circula- 
tion, and  1  dollar  of  total  cash  asseis  to  2  75  100  of  to- 
tal cash  liabiliiies,  showing  railier  a  greaier  expansion 
than  the  New  York  banks,  according  to  the  late  re- 
turns. 

The  New  IlABiFsniRE  election,  took  place  on  the 
lOih  inst.     The  result  seems  to  have  astounded  the  "de- 

ocrts,"  and  surprised   the  victors   ihemselves.     It  was 


d  on  the  in'vitation  of  Texas  her-  !  a  violenl  struggle.     More    votes  were  taken  Ihan    ever 


Ireland  look  seiious,  and 
;ise  is  alicatly 
II  Peel's  frighi 
-,  ihai  iinhap 

I  being   lell  in 


bclici  is,  ihat  ll 

Opillioi.    ..„ . 

several  influenliai   niemner^ 
views  we  hiive  been   lavoic 
incut  at  ilie   present  lime  ; 
tional  caliimiiy.     Mallets  1 
every  dav  is  making  ihcni    wur.- 
doing  ihJ  work  ol  d.aih:  iiii  i  .1  ;■ 
ful  anticipations  ol  ihetiinc'  , 
py  country  is  destined   to  b  1       ' 
No  .^eriou-i  evil  can  affect  luljiij 

The  people  of  England  nod  Ireland  have  actually 
made  the  discovery  at  lust,  that  Indian  corn  can  be 
iMulc  into  eatable  hieud.  and  appear  10  enjoy  it  accord- 
iiigU— quite  a  sensanon  is  prod  iced.  ' 

■•BH.'iutssgeiicrully  is  iluli.  The  money  market,  trom 
the  var  oiis  ciiifcs  ai  wliich  we  have  glanced  elsewhere, 
isinavery  ullaali^facto^y  ."^laie-  With  fifiecn  millions 
of  money  locked  up,  waiting  th-i  atlj.idica'ton  ol  the 
conimitlces  ol  Ihe  house  ol  commons,  on  iho  various 
railroad  projects  belijio  ibeiii,  it  could  hiir.ily  bo  oilier- 
wine.  But  as  the  compromises  gel  their  ncis,  ilie  in  niey 
will  finu  itn  way  into  circnluiion.  The  evil,  however 
pressing,  i»  "nlv  icmpotary,  and  we  must  even  be  con- 
ientio  liiiir  pale  inly  what  we  cannot  avoid,  ihe  sweets 
arc  hcioli  r  m  be  tasted.'' 

The  iiiiclligciiccof  the  rejection  of  the  offer  lu  «rbi 
trnie  the  Ungoii  queslion  occasionecl  astir  in  UiucMion 
11111  ket,  and  prices  advanced  ,',d.  The  nriicle  hud  been 
dull  and  dechning  for  11  fortnight  before  that  news  ar- 
rived out  .,,... 

The  eame  cause  occasioned  n  doprcfsion  in  the  money 
maikei.  On  the  arrival  of  the  news  by  the  Pairick 
Henry, consols  lell  from  96i  to  95;.  "I'hn  rcbultis  not 
to  be  \vondcred  i.t.  when  ihe  exircme  conduct  of  the 
United  Slates  cxocuiive  on  the  Oregon  question  la  cniisi- 
(lercd,  and  i;i  n'l  eoiiimeiciul  oiicles  it  formed  the  thonie 
£,1  iinxiniis  cirnverfn'i'ii  'ndm  " 


was  taken  in  the  state  before.  The  returns  are  not  yet 
complete,  but  sufficient  i.>  asceriain,  that  the  loco  can- 
didats  for  governor  and  for  congress  will  fall  nearly  two 
thousand  votes  short  of  their  allied  opponents.  Ol  the 
twelve  senators,  the  locos  elect  three,  the  whigs  three, 
probably  lour,  and  no  choice  in  the  remainins:  district, 
whioii  of  course  will  be  filled  by  ihe  house.  So  far  as 
ascertained,  the  locos  have  elected  109,  the  whigs  115, 
and  independents  25.  to  the  house.  Tile  districts  to 
hear  from  will  not  maieriiilly  change  those  propcjriions. 
■I'lie  tYiajoriiy  on  joint  ballot  will  be  about  25  against  the 
has  hereioloie  rilled  ihe  Gninile  slate.   Besides 


pariy 
a  govi 
lot. 


IV,  a  U-  S.  Senator  is  to  be  elected  by  joint  balj 


II,  when  Mr.  Ashbel  .S  iiith,lier  agent  in  Pans,  begged 
him  to  resist  annexaiion.  All  that  he  had  done  he  would 
unhesitatingly  do  again.  His  conduct  was  the  begin- 
ning of  that  independence  towards  ihe  United  States 
which  France  intended  lor  the  fuUire  to  pursue.'' 

The  course  pursued  bv  the  minisiry  in  relation  to  the 
United  States,  'Texas, '&c.,  was  approved  by  a  majority 
of  91. 

"The  resoluiions  of  Mr.  Allen  about  the  non-inter- 
ference of  European  guvernnienis  on  tho  American  con- 
tinent have  atiracied  very  little  attention  here.  Oie 
newspaper,  Le  SiccLe,  points  to  them  as  the  indignant 
aiisiver  of  tlie  American  legislature  to  M.  Guizot'.n 
speeches  declaratory  of  his  determinaiion  on  ihe  part  of 
France,  to  interfere  as  often  and  in  such  manner  as  he 
might  see  fit  in  American  affairs.  It  is  certain  there 
solTiiions  will  not  have  ibe  slightest  effect  on  the  French 
government.  It  eniirely  repudiates  the  position  that  Eu- 
ropean gov,  rnmenis  have  no  ri^ht  10  meddle  in  American 
mailers,  and  lor  its  part  will  continne,  as  heretofoi-e,  to 
exercise  its  influence  in  such  a  manner  as  it  may  think 
necessary." 

Mr.  King,  the  American  minister  at  Fans,  gave  a 
ball  on  the  anniversary  of  Washington's  birth  day,  one 
ol  the  most  splendid  allairs  of  the  season.  "Mrs.  El- 
lis, his  excellency's  niece,  did  the  honors  of  the  salons 
with  that  uiiaffecied  and  witching  grace  for  which  .Ame- 
rican Indies  are  celebr.iled  all  tho  world  over.  Upwards 
of  400  of  the  elite  of  Parisian  society,  as  well  as  all  the 
most  eminent  Americuii  citizents  now  in  Paris,  weie 
pris'iii." 

Wii.-.hington  Irving,  the  UiiiteJ  Stales  minister  at  Ma- 
drid, has  quitted  Paris  nfier  several  weeks  stay.  Mr. 
Whealon,  ilio  United  Slates  minister  at  Prussia,  is  now 
'tere. 

Algieiis.  The  French  army  "have  been  out  in  nil  df 
reciions  but  the  right  one,  in  search  of  .'Vbd  ol-Kader; 
and  ihat  d'ninilesa  hero  hid  entered  and  ravaged  seve- 
ral of  ilic  French  provinces,  irom  which  ii  liad  been  be-    _.     _ ^ 

licvud  hu  had  been  driven  forever,  and  ihai  he  had  even  |  jJJ  n'ingham,  Mass.,  on  ibe  13lh  February,  1646. 
Iinil  ilie  nudnciiy  to  advance  within   three  hours'  march  ^,  ,  j     .    r  .1     d 

ol  AI  'irrs  it-ell  The  snllerings  of  tho  French  soldiers  '  FACTOKiD.i  i.m  Vieoinia.-A  correspondent  of  the  Bos- 
hfid  been  very  great  from  fatigue  and  want  of  food  and  i  (on  Alias,  stales  that  Iwo  young  and  cnlerprMng  men 
cloihin...  The  greaier  part  of  the  cavalry  had  losi  their  have  bought  the  Falls  o  ihc  otonac  lor  ^IH'.OOO,  wi  h 
horses,  and  had  siilicred  dreadfullv.  Such  was  ihe  mel-  the  view  ot  making  a  "Lowell  m  \  irgiiiia.  1  hese  la  Is 
anclioly  slate  of  affairs,  ihat  the  iniliiia  had  to  be  called  are  in  Fan  lax  co..  Iifieen  mites  from  the  city  ol  Wash- 
out, and  even  condemned  soldiers  Ihemselves  had  to  bo  I  ingtoii,  and  ore  capable  ol  turnishitig  water  to  an  Indo- 
nrined  and  »<>iit  into  ihe  field-"  '  finite  extern. 


Deaths,  during  last  week  hy  stnatt  pox.  at  New  York, 
7;  01  Fliiladelphia,  10;  and  at  Baliimore,  3. 

ncalhs  in  the  city  of  New  York  during  ihe  past  year.— 
The  whole  number  ot  deaths  in  the  cny  of  New  York 
during  the  past  year,  was  10,9^3,  of  whom  there  were— 
while  males  5,551;  while  lemnles  4,892;  black  males 
261;  black  females  276  '1  here  were  three  deaths  of 
persons  over  a  bun  Ired  ve.irs  of  age.  The  increase  of 
demhs  in  18-15  over  ihose  of  1844,  is  2,023. 
-At  Baltimore  Id  of  which  21  were  under  one  year, 
21  were  free  colored,  1  slave;  16  died  of  consumption;  7 
uf  lnea^lefi. 

—  At  St  Louis,  during  the  week  ending  the  2d  inst., 
28  deaths  uccuirtii— ;.ll  whiles,  7  of  which  were  under 
one  year. 

A  r.Evoi.rnoNARY  soldier.- Mr.  Aiariah  Fuller,  a 
native  ol  Fitehhiirg,  Mass.,  who  entered  the  army  ni  ihe_ 
age  of  16,  was  recognized  by  the  enquiry  of  ibe  wife  of 
iho  commander  in  chiel,  "whni  hud  induced  liim  so 
youii"  to  enter  the  ariiiv?"  replied  promptly,  "Nothing 
but  ihe  love  of  mv  country,"  seived  ihroujjhout  li.e 
war  in  Bradlord's  company,  left  ihe  couiiiry  he  so  loved 
at  the  n"e  of  "2,  indipendeni  and  prosperous.     IIo  died 
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SHALL  WE  HAVE  WAR,  OR  PEACE? 

IF     WAR  .—A  KE     WE     READY? 

Under  a  serious  impression  that  the  situiilinn  ofnlT.iirs 
rcndiTS  n  consideration  of  these  questions  nf  the  utmost 
i.-nporiance  to  the  people  of  this  country,  we  have  kept 
repeniina  tlietn  ever  since  it  was  announced  hy  the  ol 
ficial  organ  at  Washi«iglon,  ihat  the  president  had  de- 
tcrmitieri  to  insist  upon  our  having  "au-  of  Obego.n,  or 
kone" 

Wc  became  'lie  more  a"XioMs  in  those  enquiries,  when 
ihe  president  in  his  annual  message  to  conL'ress,  an- 
noUMCeri  to  ihein  ihai  "ail  ntrempw  at  compromise'' 
(wiih  Great  Britain)  "having  fiiiled,'"— he  now  recom- 
mended that  the  joint  occupancy  of  the  territory  be  ter- 
miniried  09  speedily  as  it  can  be  done  under  uxisiing  nb- 
ligations,  and  that  in  the  mean  itme  prepiirniions  be 
made  for  occupying  the  lerrilory  :it  tlie  terin'iia;ioii  of 
the  year's  notice.  ".■\1  tiie  end  of  that  yea  's  notice," 
the  message  savs,  "wr  shall  have  readied  a  period  when 
•  the  na  ionalriithlsin  Oregon  must  either  be  atiandoned, 
"or  firmly  maintained.  That  they  cannot  be  abandoned 
"without  a  sacrifice  of  both  nanonal  honor  and  interest, 
"is  too  clear  to  admit  of  doiibi." 

How,  in  the  o|iinion  of  the  president,  those  "national 
rights,"  above  referred  to,  are  bounded,  as  to  OieL'on, 
the  message  leaves  no  uoubl  about.  Tlie  paragraph 
which  follows  Ihe  above,  .stivs: 

"Oreiioii  is  a  part  of  the  North  American  continent  to 
which  11  is  confiJi inly  affirmed,  the  title  cf  the  United 
Slates  is  the  b"st  now  in  existence."  •  ■>  •  "Tlie 
British  proposition  of  compromise,"  (the  Columbia  river, 
&c..)  "can  never  for  a  momen' be  entertained  by  ihe 
United  States,  without  an  abandonment  of  their  iusi  and 
clear  ii-rriiotial  righis,  their  own  seif  respect,  anti  the  na- 1 
tionni  honor."  .  1 

Noticing  the  tenor  of  the  message,  in  the  same  num-  j 
ber  of  ihe  register  in  which  it  was  published,  we  observ  j 
ed  "on  the  Oregon  question  our  worst  anticipations 
have  been  lealizd.  Nc-goliation  is  abandoned.  Com 
promises  have  failed.  Arbiitatim!  is  noi  even  alluded  to, 
and  would  not  be  acceded  lo  if  proposed.  The  lasi 
hope,  indeed  our  only  hope,  procrastmahun,  is  limited  at 
furthest,  in  the  president's  recommeorfation,  to  the  twelve  I 
months  which  he  considers  the  treaty  of  mutual  oceu- j 
pnncy  binds  the  parties  to  (ib--erve.  At  the  expiraiion 
of  that  period,  at  furthest,  Eni'land  must  back  out  of 
Oregon,  or  fight  for  it.'' 

Such  was  the  import  ol  the  president's  annual  mes- 
•age,  according  to  our  reading.  Being  firmly  persuaded 
that  if  these  recomincndations  should  be  adopted  by  i 
congress,  and  tiie  aiii  mpt  made  forcibly  to  eject  the 
British  from  that  part  of  the  Oregon  territory  which  they 
had  so  long  asserted  their  rights  to,  h;id  tor  so  rnany 
years  partially  occupi.  d,  and  had  whli  such  unanimity  I 
recenily  and  officially  announced  their  determination  to  j 
"defend,''  and  accompanied  the  declaration  too,  with  | 
the  voles  ol  large  appropria'ions  fir  their  army  and  na-  • 
vv,  and  which  appropnaiioas  ihey  had  gone  on  to  ex-  \ 
pend,— believing,  we  sny,iliat  iluy  were  serious  in  mak- 
ing these  declarations,  and  believing  further,  that  no  I 
British  minister  u.ould  dare  to  propose  to  a  British  par- 
hament  an  abaiiooniiicnt  of  their  claim,  thus  asserted, ; 
uny  more  than  an  American  statesman  would  dare  to  ! 
pioposc  an  abanaonmei.Iof  the  portion  of  Oregon  which  [ 
our  countrymen  have  occupied,— believing  this  in  all  i 
Biiiceriiy,  wc  could  not  but  apprehend  that  il  congress 
carried  out  the  president's  recommendations,  a  war 
would  be  inevitable,  and  our  anxiety  was.  that  the  coun- 
Iry  was  not  l)etter  prepared,— nor  preparing  for  it.  | 

We  deemed  It  a  duly  loc.iiilinuei.icessanily  to  press  the  i 
enquiry,  "are  we  reaay,"  because  we  had  once  witnessed 
the  disastrous  consequences  of  coniniencing  a  war  part-  , 
ly  unprepared,  and  were  anxious  that  such  another  se-  ] 
iwi  of  disasters  and  difficulties  shotild  be  evened  by  [ 
limely  precaution  and  by  due  preparations.  If  another 
contest  was  so  near  at  hand,  we  well  knew  that  no  time  ! 
should  be  losi,  our  adversary  being  alreadv  fullv  armed.  | 
We  had  no  faith  in  their  wuitmg  until  we  should  prepare 
for  their  otixtt 

Such  reii.,iiiiid  to  be  our  i  •■ipressions  of  the  posture 
of  affairs,  uiiiil  the  developments  o(  the  last  two  or  three 
weeks  in  congress,  led  us  to  the  conviction,  (and  under 
that- impression  we  sent  our  last  number  to  press,  as 
those  who  read  hs  leading  article  must  have  perceived,) 
that  Ihe  danger  of  a  war  between  the  U.  States  and  Great 
Britain  on  (uro'.nl  of  Uregim  had  neurit)  blown  over,  and 
that  m  a  very  short  lime  lliut  dispute  would  be  amicably 
UUled. 

This  opinion  was  not  predicated  upon  any  indica- 
tion of  a  change  in  the  views  of  the  president,  for  no- 
thing official,  indicating  such  a  change,  had  appeared. 
It  wis  prcdicateu  upon  wnai  had  been  said  in  both 
houses  ol  congress,  by  those  who,  we  believed,  had  an 
opportunity  o(  knowint;,  and  upon  what  had  been  dune, 
cr  rather,  -jpon  what  had  been  left  undone,  by  congress. 
In  other  words,  we  supposed  il  to  have  been  now  suf. 
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liciently  ascertained,  ihat  congress  wtirc  not  disposed  to 
carry  out  the  president's  rcconiinendalioiis  in  any  such 
way  as  in  tlieir  judgmeiil  would  ei.d.iiiger  the  peace  of 
the  two  couiitric!>;  that  a  majority  in  that  body  were  not 
disposed  to  insist  upon  our  having  "all  of  Oregon,  or 
none,''  nor  to  aitempt  an  ej(.7u,»ii'f  ocr-upalion  to  the  51° 
40',  and  that,  so  far  from  considciing  nego;iation  as 
hopeless,  they  appeared  disiio«ed  distinctly  to  indicate 
that  n'  goliation  ought  to  be  resumed,  with  a  view  (o  an 
equitable  and  amicable  compromise  ot  the  dispute. 

'i'his  difierenre  of  opinion  between  the  oxecuiive  ond 
the  legislaiive  deparimeuis  of  our  government,  in  re- 
gard to  die  policy  of  the  country  in  its  firoigii  relaiions, 
invoiving  in  all  probability  the  question  of  war  or 
PE.\CE,  as  we  staled  last  week,  pre.-ents  a  new  and  ix- 
ceedingly  interesting  case  under  our  republican  sys. 
tern. 

Upon  the  president  the  constitution  has  devolved  the 
duty  and  respotisibiliiy  of  originating  and  conducting 
negotiations,  and  it  enjoins  upon  him  from  time  to  lime 
10  make  such  reconiinendalioiis  to  coiigrtss  .as  the  pub- 
lic welfare  may  reqiiiie.  He  proceeds  accordingly  to 
negotiate,— asccrlaiiis  that  .eatislictory  terms  cannot  be 
ohiaincd,— apprises  congress  of  that  fact,  and  asks  them 
for  such  cnactmenis  as  "ill  enable  him  to  carry  out  his 
views  and  enftrce  what  he  conaidirs  the  "cleiir  and  indis- 
putable'' title  of  the  United  States  to  the  whole  premises 
in  dispute. 

Congress,  instead  of  agreeing  with  llie  pre.sident,  and 
promptly  enacting  laws  according  to  hi?  recommenda- 
tions—certainly  hc-itate — and  appear  disposed  to  under- 
take to  "reco/nr/ien'/"  in  liieir  turn. 

Which  dcpanment  of  ihe  government,  under  such 
circiiinsiaiices,  is  to  yield- is  the  quesiioii  now  at  is- 
sue. 

There  has  been  n  sensible  reaction,  during  the. week. 
Indications  of  war  are  supposed  to  be  again  discerni- 
ble. The  president  of  the  United  States  cannot,  it  is 
true,  as  the  "Union"  says,  "declare  war.'|  That  power 
is  reserved  to  congress  by  the  consiittition.  But  it  is 
obvious  that  ihe  president  has  it  in  his  power  almost  at 
pleasure,  to  place  the  country  in  such  a  position  as  to 
make  war  inevitable.  And  it  is  not  in  ihe  power  of 
congress  to  compel  the  president  to fesume  or  originate 
negoiiation.  They  can  neither  oblige  him  to  enter  into 
a  treaty  nor  to  make  a  peace. 

A  call  was  made  by  the  senate  upon  the  president  on 
the  17th  instant,  at  the  motion  of  Mr.  Davto.i,  enquir- 
ing whether,  in  his  judgment  the  condition  of  uur  fo. 
reign  relations  was  such  at  present,  as  to  render  it  ne- 
cessary to  increase  the  army  and  navy? 

Under  the  circumsiances  in  which  this  enquiry  of  the 
senaie  found  the  president,  it  was  hardly  possible  for 
him  to  answer  otherwise  than  in  the  affirmative,  having 
a  regard  to  consistency  with  the  recommendations  in 
his  annual  message. 

His  message  in  reply,  was  commuiiicated  to  the  sen- 
ate on  the  21tli,  and  will  be  found  in  this  numb.;r — as 
also  under  the  congressional  head,  the  substance  of  re- 
marks made  by  senators  upon  the  reading  of  the  mes- 
sage. 'The  subject  has  occasioned  debates  in  both 
houses  every  day  since  this  message  was  delivered,  and 
it  is  constantly  recuried  to,  great  anxiety  being  express- 
ed on  one  hand  to  ascertain  what  the  president  has  re 
commended; — and  on  ihe  part  of  chairmen  of  certain 
committees  on  the  olher  part  to  conceal  what  lie  has  re 
commended. 

That  the  president  would  be  willing  to  compromise 
the  dispute,  by  taking  an>thing  less  of  Oregon  than  to 
the  540  40'  certainly  C'according  to  our  reading,"  agais) 
cannot  be  deduced  from  anything  in  his  message  of 
Tuesday  last,  any  more  than  in  his  annual  message. 

One  thing  is  very  obvious  from  this  mes,sage,  as  well 
as  from  the  daily  publications  in  the  official  organ, — and 
that  is,  thai  the  president  is  exceedingly  anxious  that 
congress  should  comniil  themselves  and  the  country  to 
tlie  course  recominendcd  in  the  annual  message.  Il 
'  would  be  unfair  to  presume  that  he  desires  them  so  to 
}  commit  themselves  in  order  that  they  may  share  with 
I  him  in  any  responsibility  for  a  deviation  from  that  course 
I —if  a  deviaiion  be  ultiiiiaiely  found  exptdient.  He 
I  would  hardly  continue  to  urge  upon  congress  to  pass 
sucli  lasvs,  without  intending  to  carry  iheni  into  effect, 
I  if  passed. 

And  ihis  brings  us  to  ihc  question.  If  sucli  laws  be 
passed,  and  the  attempt  be  made  to  enforce  them,  is  ii 
probable  that  war  will  ensue?  Will  the  British  yield 
I  "all  of  Oregon,"  under  an  act  of  the  American  congress 
'  for  exehiding  them  from  jurisdiction  and  possession  ol 
any  part  ot  it?  Will  they  negotiate  under  such  an  act? 
Or  will  ihey  fight,  rather  than  be  thus  backed  out,  in 
spite  of  their  declarations  thai  they  would  defend  what 
I  they  have  so  long  held,  ot  11? 

I  That  is  one  question, — now  for  serious  consideration. 
I  Will  congress  yield  to  this  repealed  and  urgent  recom- 
mendation of  President  Polk?  Will  ihey  iicur  such  a 
risk  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain  for  the  sake  of  this  dis- 
puteti  portion  of  Orego  ?  Or  will  they  rather  concede  10 
I  the  British  so  much  of  the  territory  as  has  been  offered 
I  four  different  iim-9,  and  by  four  different  presidents  of 


the  Uiiiied  Slates,  each  of  whom  had  had  the  subject 
lor  years  and  years  under  consideration,  and  was  wil- 
ling 10  compromise  ilie  disiiute  upon? 

That  is  anottier  queslion  for  consideration. 

If,  by  adopting  the  prc-idem's  reconimendalions,  the 
coiiiilry  should  be  precipitated  inio  a  v.'ar  with  Great 
Britain  for  the  sake  of  iliis  disputed  tcrrinny  bovond  iha 
Rocky  moun'ainp, — /»  the'counlry  in  a  suitable  jMsitim 
for  defence — or  ready  for  the  coiitliei? 

'I'hat  is  another  question,  and  one  which  we  really 
thouitht  it  was  time  the  country  should  be  consideri7\g— 
III  least. 

If  the  country  be  iio(  in  n  state  of  preparation  nor  ma- 
king any  preparation  for  such  a  conflict,  and  be  liable  to 
disuraceful  reverses,  until  it  be  placed  in  such  an  ade- 
quate posture  for  drfence—to  say  nothing  of  a  ci>pacity 
for  offensive  iiieasuies,  ur  ■  the  measures  for  preparation 
recommended  by  the  president,  by  any  means  adequate 
to  such  an  cxiee'i.cy  us  a  war  with  Great  Britain? 

That  is  ano.lier  question,  and  one  which  coiig'ess,  at 
1  ast,  ought  10  be  satisfied  about.  Indeed  we  did  sup- 
pose, i.nil  we  read  Prcsit'eiit  Polk's  message  of  Tues- 
day lasi,  that  it  was  a  qi.esiion  which  the  whole  coun- 
trv  ftod  a  right  to  be  satisfied  about.  The  president  evl- 
deiiilv  thinks  not  In  simpfcity  of  heart,  it  was,  that 
we  have  been  enquiring  from  time  to  lime  in  relation  to 
the  preparaiions  tor  a  war,  [which  the  president  now 
him.'elf  admit!!  to  be  probable,)  without  for  one  moment 
suspecting  that  we  were  disturbing  state  policj',  liv  a  re- 
ference to  the  topic.  The  presidency  ol  the  United 
.States  is  a  liiully  responsible  station,  and  whoever  is 
ca'  cd  upon  to  fill  it,  is  entitled  to  a  respectful  share  of 
public  confidence  and  fotbet^rance.  We  not  only  en- 
deavor to  pay  that  "tribn  e  10  Ca!?ar"  in  all  good  con- 
science, hui  we  bespeak  that  others  should  lully  award 
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inierest  of  a  common  country,  and  the  pride— the  pro/irr 
pride  of  a  beloved  country,  lo  sustain,  by  (July  sustain- 
ing its  organized  auihoiitics.  It  is  in  full  view  ot  these 
obligations,  that  we  are  constrained  to  ask  one  more 
question,  at  this  delicaie  juncture: 

Suppo.sing  the  preparaiions  which  it  appears  from  the 
message  of  the  24th,  trie  president  has  sugccsied,  (what- 
ever they  be)  should  prove  to  be  adequate,  have  they  been 
proposed  in  such  manner  as  to  insure,  nay,  we  U'lII  not 
say  insure  iheir  adopiion,  but  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
reiider  Iheir  adopiion  at  all  probable?  Were  they  made 
in  a  manner  becoming  such  an  occasion? 

The  itiea  of  making  a  state  secret,  of  suggestions 
from  the  presi'enl  for  preparations  for  war,  or  the  mo- 
livc  for  attempting  to  conceal  such  preparations  or  sug- 
gestions, we  are  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  We  must 
endeavor  to  unlearn  what  httle  we  had  imagined  was  a  ' 
part  of  political  educalion  belonging  to  the  republican 
system,  in  order  to  fathom  this,  the  merits  of  a  policy  so 
new  to  us,  and  which  we  had  supposed  was  explodetl 
with  what  «c  once  had  ol  an  arbitrary  govornmeiil. 

There  are  some  things,  we  know,  that  ought  for 
a  time  to  be  regarded  and  preserved  as  slate  ttcrtts,  liut 
it  never  once  entered  our  imagination,  thai  a  general 
p.eparation  for  a  war,  or  for  defending  the  rights  of  tlie 
coun'ry  by  army  and  navy,  v^■as  legitimately  one  of  ihose 
kind  of  Slate  secreis,  or  would  ever  be  so  regarded  un- 
der such  a  government  as  ours. 

Il  is  with  absolute  amazement,  therefore,  that  we  read 
in  the  president's  message  ot  the  '»'4ih,  and  in  the  doily 
discussions  which  have  since  taken  place  in  congress, 
thai  it  has  so  been,  and  is  so  considered  by  those  now  at 
the  head  of  ihe  government.  If  any  concealment  seem- 
ed to  us  politic  on  such  an  occasion,  it  should  be,  to  con- 
ceal if  we  could,  how  little  we  were  either  doing  or  pre 
paring  to  do,  towards  preparation,  not  to  conceal  what 
we  were  doing,  or  were  aboui  to  do.  To  our  mind  'here 
seemed  every  inducement  to  let  the  whole  world  know 
that  something  was  proposed  lo  be  done,  at  least,  if  war 
should  become  inevitable.  Every  interest  would  be  pro- 
moted by  looming  large  in  that  direction.  Confidence  is 
infused  at  home,  and  respect  obtained  abroad,  hy  a 
straight-forward,  open,  and  manly  assertion  of  what  is 
inteiidea  by  the  government  in  such  a  case.  Mr.  Peel 
at  once  announced  to  parliament,  on  receiving  President 
Polk's  inaugural  address,  that  he  intended  to  resist  the 
American  claim  therein  asserted,  by  arms,  and  he  call. 
ed  lor  large  appropriations  for  the  army  and  navy  wiih 
that  view,  specifying  at  rSe  lime  to  what  extent  he  propos- 
ed 10  increase  each,  and  parliament  promptly  Motci  ap- 
propriaiioiis  accordingly.  From  ihai  time  to  this,  that 
governnieni  has  been  busily  occupied  hurrying  on  those 
preparations. 

And  what  has  been  our  president's  course? 

That  he  made  the  recoimneiidations  lo  congress  which 
he  did  in  his  annual  message,  wiihnut  ever  hinting  at  any 
adequate  preparaiions  lor  a  war  which  that  course  was  so 
likely  lo  have  to  encounter,  was  an  enigma  lo  us  ai  least. 
We  bi  lieve  it  was  so  to  the  whole  cou..try. 

Up  to  Tuesday  last,  we  remained  fully  under  the  im- 
pression ihat  tfie  president  had  made  no  recommenda- 
tion to  congress  to  prepare  for  a  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. His  message  ot  that  day,  and  the  disclosures 
which  enquiries  have  since  then  reluctantly  obiained 
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from  tl'e  chairmen  of  certain  cpminitiees  "f  congress 
now  apprise  us,  that  the  presidenl.  instpad  of  pruposine 
openly  and  distinctly  lo  congress,  what  lie  deemed  re- 
quisite for  the  occasion,  Iiad,  in  cotif  deuce,  through  some 
of  the  chiefs  of  bureaus,  lo  the  chairmen  of  certain 
conimitteesi,  made  thesugwesiions  forxATioMAL  defence, 
in  view  of  a  probable  war  with  Great  Britain. 

These  suggestions,  it  appears,  were  made  months  ago, 
and  yet  Ihe  members  of  the  congress  that  were  to  act 
upon  thern.  »ip  to  this  duy,  liave  not  been  tiiade  acquaint- 
ed  with  what  these  suggestions  were, — and  upon  iirgenl 
enquiries,  they  ore  told  that  t'ley  were  itiadc  in  conji 
dence,  and  must  not  on  any  account  be  trtisted  out  of 
the  possession  of  those  who  have  them  in  charge.  We 
refer  the  reader  to  the  debate  in  the  house  of  repre-^enta 
tivesnf  Wednesday,  which  is  but  one  of  the  several  that 
have  occurred  since,  to  the  same  effect. 

If  any  thing  could  be  suggested,  calculated  to  defeat  a 
proposi'iou  for  defensive  measures  in  caseot  an  impend- 
ing war,  it  strikes  us  that  this  course  would  e.\actly  be 
that  thing.  If  appropriations  are  ever  to  be  obtained  of 
Ihe  United  Slates  congress,  or  artnies  and  navies  voted 
into  being,  we  are  very  sure  it  will  not  be  thiough  such 
a  process. 

That  the  presidenl  of  the  United  States,  whenever  he 
apprehends  that  a  war  would  probably,  or  could  possi- 
bly follow  Ihe  adoption  of  a  course  which  he  Ad,?  recom- 
mended, is  boimd  to  inform  ihem  distinctly  of  the  fact, 
and  to  recommend  o/)f7i7y  to  them  at  least. — oJiciaUi/ — 
and  RESPONSIBLY,  for  ihiir  consideration,  such  prepara- 
tions as  the  safety  of  the  country  may  require, — there 
can  be  no  doubt.  That  he  has  adopted  a  course  so  dil- 
fereni  in  this  case,  is  to  be  deplored. 


FOREIGN. 


FRANCE. 
Population  statistics, — Taking  the  whole  cnuntrj 
there  are  upon  an  average,  seven  legitimate  children 
for  every  two  marriages.  Otie  half  of  the  children 
die  before  they  attain  the  age  of  twenty.  Only  one 
third  of  the  population  live  lo  be  4.5,  and  one  fourth 
only  attain  their  5oth  year.  About  one  fourth  of 
the  children  born,  die  before  they  complete  their 
first  year. 

liUercourse  between  France  and  England.  During 
the  fit  51  11  months  of  last  year  the  followit<g  number 
of  persons  passed  between  these  two  countries  at  the 
undermentioned  French  porb: 

Boulogne,  67,087 

Havre,  17,973 

Calais,  14,815 

Dieppe,  11,495 

111,369 
HOLLAND. 

The  commerce  of  AtViSlerdam  has  increased  In  a 
very  remarkable  manner.  In  1844,  the  number  of 
vessels  that  arrived  by  sea  was  1,842,  while  in  1845 
it  v/a^  2  319.  All  the  exporlalions  increased  very 
considera  ily,  especially  of  refined  sugar,  of  which 
the  quantity  was  41,8UU,U00  lb.  or  7,250,000  lb.  more 
than  in  1844.  In  1845.  Ihe  importation  of  cotton 
chiffly  from  the  United  Stales,  was  22,323  liales,  or 
double  what  it  was  in  1844  This  increase  is  owing 
lo  Ihe  vast  development  which  the  neighboring  town 
of  Hjflem  has  taken  as  a  manufaciurmg  place. 
HAYTl. 

Hayli  dates  to  the  6lli  instant  are  received.  The 
Haylian  artny,  amounting  il  is  said  to  50.000  men, 
were  as-embled  in  three  divisions,  two  of  which 
were  concentrated  at  Azua,  under  command  of  pre- 
sident Plerrol.  The  other  division  assembled  at 
Fori  Pais,  is  to  march  by  way  of  St.  Jago,  for  Port- 
a-Platte.  The  whole  to  proceed  against  St.  Domin- 
go. Pierrot's  orders  to  Ihe  army  ate  said  to  be  san- 
guinary. 

AFRICA. 

Discoveries.— fea"'  of  Mungo  Park. —  Geographi- 
cal iocietj,  London,  Dec  23.  Tnc  pajier  read  was  a 
letter  IVom  -Mr.  John  Duncan,  daled  Cape  Coa^t, 
October  4,  1845  iMr.  Duncan  states  that  though  the 
king  of  Ashantee  had  refused  him  permission  lo  pass 
Ibrough  his  dominions,  notwithstanding  it  had  been 
asked  by  Gov.  Hill,  he  had  been  able  lo  penelrale 
into  Ihe  inlcrior  by  another  roiile.  Being  at  Whjd- 
dah,  he  had  ingratiated  himself  into  tlie  favor  of 
Senhor  Bon  Francisco  de  SJla,  a  Portuguese  slave 
dealer,  wiio  has  been  eslablisbed  there  helween  forty 
and  fifty  years,  and  whose  influence  with  Ihe  kiiii;  of 
Dahomey  «as  paramounl.  'I'his  gentleman  ob- 
tained for  Mr.  Uiiiican  an  invilation  from  the  king 
10  visit  him,  and  a  promise  of  his  protcclioti.  He 
accordingly  prepared  .niilable  pre8eiil<  for  the  king 
and  his  caliuitcrs,  and  alartcd  on  Ihe  Clh  June. — 
Having  arrived  on  Ihe  lOlh,  ho  presented  himself  lo 
the  king  ill  lii.i  life-guard  uniform,  and  was  most  gra- 
ciously received.  At  the  king's  desiie  he  went 
through  the  sword  exorulses  at  gallop,  which  greatly 
astonished  and  inturcsteil  the  inunarch,  who  m  re- 
turn, on  the  lollowing  day,  showed  hiin  a  review  of 
ill   Ihousand   female  Iroopi,  wliuse  arms,  accoutre- 


menis,  and  performances,  the  traveller  says,  were 
truly  surprising.  Mr.  Duncan  remained  at  Abo 
mey,  the  capital  of  Dahomey,  till  the  17th,  when 
Ihe  king,  having  had  the  road  cleared  for  him  lor 
more  than  one  hundred  miles,  gave  hini  an  escort  of 
one  hundred  men,  and  permission  to  travel  over  any 
part  of  hi- dominions  he  pleased.  Every  where  the 
traveller  found  provisions  in  abundance  already  pro- 
vided for  htm,  and  ready  cooked.  He  describes  the 
-Vlahee  mountains  as  wery  remarkable  in  iheir  ap- 
pearance, and  on  the  summits  of  the  perpendicular 
rocks,  of  which  they  were  formed,  the  native  towns 
are  situated.  The  mode  by  which  the  Dahonians 
successively  became  masters  of  the  towns  is  de- 
scribed. 

Mr.  Duncan  liavine;  been  informed  of  the  exist- 
ence, in  the  interior,  of  persons  who  could  give  liim 
information  respecting  M.ingo  Park,  proeeeiled  lo  a 
large  lown  named  Adofoodia,  in  13°  6'  N.  1°  4'  E 
Here  was  a  large  market  with  articles  from  the 
Medilerranean  and  olhers  from  B  irnou.  At  this 
place  he  found  a  fine-looking  Bornouese  who  spoke 
Spanish,  and  who  told  him  that  he  had  been  tweniy- 
one  years  a  slave  in  Bahia,  to  the  firm  of  Busby  & 
Johnson,  of  Liverpool.  He  also  met  a  Tripoli  mer- 
chant who  had  been  at  Egga,  when  on  the  Niger  ex- 
pedition. Amali  Fautuma,  was.  it  appears,  the  prin- 
cipal cause  of  Park'-  death.  Having  complained  to 
Ihe  king  or  chief  of  Yaouri  that  Park  had  discharged 
him  without  paying  him  his  full  wages,  Park  was 
interrogated  upon  the  subject,  and,  of  course,  indig- 
nantly deiiieu  Ihe  charge,  whereupon  an  attempt 
was  made  lo  detain  ibe  canoe  which  was  at  the  lime 
moored  to  the  bank  by  a  piece  of  rope.  'Park,'  said 
Mr.  Di'ncan's  informant,  'cutoff  the  hand  of  one  of 
Ihe  people  attemplieg  to  detain  Ihe  canoe;'  this  was 
the  coniinencement  of  the  affray  which  ended  in 
Park's  death.  The  old  priest,  Terosso  Weea,  furth 
er  states,  that  about  four  years  ago  a  n  bite  man 
from  t  onslanlinople  came  in  search  of  Park's  papers; 
that  he,  the  priest,  saw  the  person  purchase,  at  a 
high  pMee,  a  long  tin  lube  with  large  sheets  of  paper 
Ml  it;  but  that,  afler  the  purchase,  the  king  declared 
the  price  loo  little,  and  made  a  fresh  demand  upon 
the  poor  merchant.  The  books,  it  appears,  were 
cistributed  into  different  hands,  many  were  cup  up 
and  sold  as  amulels,  and  some  were  carried  lo  Bou- 
sa,  where  ihey  remained  a  very  long  time.  This 
priest  had  been  more  than  twenty  times  to  Timbuc- 
too,  which  he  described  as  not  so  large  as  .Adofoodia. 
;ind  famed  only  as  a  great  exchange  mart  for  goods 
in  consequence  of  the  facilities  for  transport  atlbrded 
by  thirty-sis  tributary  streams  which  enter  the  Niger 
within  one  league  of  Timbuctoo.  From  'Adofoodia, 
Mr.  Duncan  was  obliged  lo  return.  He  received, 
on  his  way  back,  the  same  kind  atlenlion  from  the 
king  of  Dahomey.  On  starling  from  Whyddah  he 
had  taken  into  bis  service  a  French  Canadian,  by 
whom  he  was  nearly  assassinated.  This  M.an  after- 
wards  died  of  fever,  brought  on  by  excessive  drink- 
ing. The  vessel  from  which  Mr.  Duncan  had  taken 
him  was  an  American,  which  was  sold  lo  Ihe  slave 
dealers,  and  soon  got  off  with  a  cargo  of  600  slaves. 
-Vlr.  Duncan  safely  returned  lo  Ihe  coast,  bringing 
with  him  len  fine  bullocks,  eleven  g^als,  two  sheep, 
five  Guinea  fowls,  five  rare  ducks,  eleven  rare  pi 
geoiis,  and  sixleen  domestic  fowls,  all  of  a  very  rare 
breed.  These  were  all  presents  from  a  part  of  the 
country  never  before  liodden  by  an  European.  On 
his  ariival  he  received  every  kindness  from  the  cap- 
tains of  H.  M.  cruisers,  who  oBered  to  take  him  on  a 
cruise  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  somewhat  af 
fecled  by  his  toils  and  anxieties.  Capl.  Lee,  of  Ihe 
Jane  of  London,  obligingly  gave  him  a  passage  from 
Whyddah  to  Cape  Coast,  whence  his  letier  is  .laled, 
and  from  whence,  after  some  repose,  he  prciji-.cls 
starling  for  Timbuctoo,  and  descending  the  Quurra 
lo  Rubha. 
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EXECUTIVE     JOUKNAL. 
APPOINTMENTS  BV  THE    PRESIDE.VT. 

By  and  with  the  ndiijct  ami  coiiseiil  of  the  Senate. 

Ephraim  D.  Dickson,  to  be  register  ol  Ihe  land  of- 
fiee  lor  llie  diblricl  of  lands  subject  lo  sale  at  Fay- 
elleville,  in  the  slate  of  Arkansas,  vice  James  H. 
Stirman,  removed. 

Thomas  Musscy,  collector  of  the  cusloms  for  the 
dislricl  of  New  London,  Connecticut,  vice  Charles 
I'.  Lebler,  deceased. 

Charles  S.  A.  Davis,  surveyor  of  the  district,  and 
inspector  of  revenue  lor  the  port  o(  tiew  Haven, 
Coimeclicul,  vice  Charles  A.  Judsoii,  removed. 

William  A.  Prichard,  collector  of  the  customs  for 
the  district  ol  Camden,  and  iuspeclor  of  revenue  lor 
the  port  of  Elizabeth  cily,  Norlh  Carolina,  vice  Geo. 


the  port  ol  blizabelh  c 
W    Charles  removed. 


Christopher  R  Dickson,  lo  be  depiity  nostmTster 
at  Jarkson,  Missis-ippi,  vice  Howell  llnhhs,re  n.ived. 

Alexander  B.  Meek,  alterney  of  Ihe  V  States  for 
Ihe  southern  district  of  Alabama,  vice  George  J.  S. 
Walker,  whose  commission  has  expired. 


DIPLOMATIC     JOURNAL. 

Honolulu  papers  make  l.iud  compl.iints  of  Ihe 
tiller  unfilness  of  Mr  Georae  Bro  n,  whom  Mr. 
Tyler  appointed  United  Stales  consul  at  Honolulu. 
He  lias  been  replaced  by  another  who  has  not,  at  the 
latest  dates,  reached  the  Islands. 


ARMT    JOURNAL. 

Promotions. —  Corps  of  engineers.  Seconil  lieutenant 
Jeremv  F  Gilmer,  lo  he  first  lieulenant  December 
29,  1845,  vice  W.  H    Wright,  deceased. 

Bievel  second  lient.  Edward  B   Hunt,  lo  be  second 

lieut.  December   29,  1845,  vice  Gilmer,    promoted. 

Second  regiment   of  dragoons.     Second    lieutenant 

Reuben  P.  Odiiipbell,  lo    be  first  lleul.  November  3, 

1845,  vice  Ransom,  dismissed. 

Third  regiment  of  arlilltry.  Second  lieut.  George 
W.  Ayres,  lo  be  first  lieutenant,  December  20,  1845, 
vice  Rankin, deceased. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Isaac  F.  Quinhy,  of  the 
second  regimeiil  of  artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant, 
December  20,  1845,  vice  Ayers,  promoted. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry.  Major  Greenleaf 
Dearborn,  of  the  first  regiment  of  infaiilry,  lo  be 
lieulenanl  colonel,  November  26,  1845,  vice  Hoff- 
man, deceased. 

Eighth  regiment  of  infanli-y.  Second  lleul.  Robert 
P.  Maclay,  to  be  first  licul.  December  31,  1845,  vice 
Browne,  resigned. 

Second  lieut.  J'lhn  G.  Burbank,  to  be  first  lieut. 
December  31,  1845,  vice  Hetzel,  resigned. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Alfred  Crozet,  of  the 
seventh  regiment  of  infantry,  to  be  second  lieut. 
December  31,  1S45,  vice  Burbank,  promoled. 

Jlppointments.  jMedical  departynenl.  William  Ro- 
berts, o(  Georgia,  to  be  assistant  surgeon,  December 
31,  1845,  vice  Van  Buren,  resigned. 

Grayson  .M.  Prevost,  of  Pennsylvania,  lo  be  as- 
sislanl  surgeon,  December  31,  1845,  vice  Buist  re- 
signed. 

.'Jriiiy  o/occii;jiilion — Mvance  from  Corpus  Christi  lo 
the  Rio  Grande.  'The  first  brigade  under  the  com- 
mand of  brevet  brig.  gen.  W.  J.  Worlh,  composed 
of  Ihe  battalion  of  artillery,  commriiided  by  lieut. 
col.  Thomas  Childs,  and  the  8ih  regiment  of  infan- 
try, commanded  by  lieut.  col.  W.  G.  Belknap,  left 
their  encampment  on  ihe  morning  of  the  9tli  lor  their 
destination. 

The  second  brigade  commanded  by  lieut.  col.  J. 
S.  Mclnlosh,  of  the  5th  regiment  of  infantry,  under 
major  T.  Brown,  struck  Iheir  lenls  on  the  morning 
of  the  lOlh,  and  took  up  their  line  of  march  lor  ihe 
Rio  Grande. 

The  third  brigade  commanded  by  col.  W.  Whistler, 
composed  of  Ine  3  I  legimenl  of  infaiilry,  command- 
ed by  lieut.  col.  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  and  the  4lh  in- 
,  fantry,  commanded  by  lieut.  cul.  J.  Garland,  were 
I  lo  lake  final  leave  of  their  old  Corpus  Cnrisli  en- 
!  campinent,  on  Wednesday,  the  Uth  instant,  lo  join 

Ihe  main  army. 
I      The  squadron   of  transports   was  to  leave  on  the 
,  20th  insl.  under  convoy  of  the   U.  S.  culter  Wood- 
i  bury,  captain  Fo.=ter,  and  Ihe  steamer  Monmouth. 
The  following  proclamalion  was  published  in  the 
Spanish   language  and    issued  to  Ihe  inhabitants  of 
Rio  Grande. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army  6f  occupation, 

C'rpus  Vhri-li,  March  8,  1846. 
.\s  the  army  is  aboul  marching  to  the  Ironiier  on 
a  delicate  service,  the  coininanding  general  wishes 
it  distinctly  understood,  that  no  person  not  properly 
uUached  to  il,  will  be  permitted  lo  accom|i3ny  the 
troops  or  establish  themselves  in  their  vicinity,  either 
on  the  route  or  on  the  Rio  Grande  im  any  pretense 
whatever.  Il  may  save  many  individuals  useless 
expense  and  annoyance  lo  be  informed  that  rigid 
measures  vv  ill  betaken  lo  enforce  ihis  regulation, 
which  IS  deemed  necessary  for  ihe  inleresl  of  the 
public  service.     By  direelion  of  the  general. 

W.  W.  S.  Bliss,  ass't.  a.ij'l.  gen. 
Head  iiuarlers  army  ofocciipal'on, 
!  Corpus  Chri^li,  Texas  March  8,  1846. 

Orders.  Jk'o  30.  The  arinj  ol  oecupoliun  oeing 
about  lo  take  position  on  the  left  bank  of  llie  Rio 
Grande,  under  Ihe  orders  of  Ihe  e^ecullve  ol  llie  U. 
Stales,  the  commanding  general  deems  il  pr.'per  lo 
express  his  hope  thai  Ihe  movemeni  will  prove  be- 
neficial lo  alt  concerned;  and  that  nolhing  may  be 
wanting  on  his  part  lo  ii  sure  so  cesirable  a  result, 
I  he  siriclly  enjoins  upon  his  command  the  u,ost  seru- 
'  pulous  regnru  lui  the  rights  ol  all  persons  who  may 
'  be  found  in  Ibe  peaceful  pursuils  ol  Iheir  respective 
!  avocations,  residing  on  both  banks  olUie  Riu  Grande* 
I  No   person,  under  any   pretense   wlialever,  will  la- 
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interfere  in  any  manner  with  .he  civil  ri-hU  and  re-  iconnt  of  participating  in  the  Canadian  roubles  of  .avs  that  Mr  A  andewaUr  proposes^to  carry  the 
iMous  pnvileses  of  the  people,  hut  will  pay  the  '  1833,  landed  at  New  Bedford  on  the  13lh  inM  and  I  mails  m.tcamshipsUv.ce  a  raonlji  between  Charles- 
tmos  r^e  pect  to  both.  Wha'ever  may  be  required  ,  were  imn.ediately  supplied  by  .he  liberal  inhabitants  ton  and  Havana,  and  once  .n  two  monlhs  toChagre  , 
for  the  une  of  the  armv  will  he  purchased  by  the  pro- '  with  means  which  have  enabled  them  to  proceed  so  as  to  connect  an  overland  mail  across  to  the  I,th- 
per  department,  at  the  h,u'hest  market  price.  Tne  ,hu,  far  on  their  return  .o  their  home  and  friends.-  ]  mus,  Wh  a  l.ne  of  sail  vessels  from  F.,nama  to  the 
•^  "  ■  ■     ^  ,    r.     .  iTheirnames  art- Orrin  W   Smith,  Waterlown;  Leo     Uiegon,  for  which  rcasonablebids  havebeenoffered. 

■  lard  D-ilano   do.  D.ivid   House,  do.;  Joseph  Thomp   |  The  proposal  of  the  former  is  »t  the  rale  of  $.65,000 

son     do.-   Nathan    Whiting,  Salina;   Robert  Marsh, ;  a  year,  and  for  t!ic  latter  ^16.000;  and  by  accepting 

'         '  _■-...„.     tiie  proposal  for  the  service  from  Chagres  by  Panama 

and  the   Sandwich    Islands  to   the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
lumbia, the   bid  lor   which  is  j45,000,     .\i  this  re- 
quires money  to  bo  appropriated   liom  the  treasury, 
it  is  Ihoinht  advisable  by   the  postmaster  general  10  . 
submit  the  subject  to  the  deliberation  of  congress. 


general  com:nandiiig  is  happy  to  say  that  he  has  en- 
tire confieence  in  the  patriotism  and  discipline  of  the 
army  under  his  command,  and  feels  assured  that  his 
orders,  as  above  exprfsed,  will  be  strictly  obscrv 
ed.  Z.  Taylor,  brig.  gen.  U.  S. 

army,  commanding. 

The  Mexican  gen.  Meji.i  is  said  to  have  returned 
to  Malamoijs  im  the  21  instant.  The  Mexican 
troops  //lis  side  {hv.  Rm  Grande — if  any — are  said  to 
be  under  the  r.i.ium  md  of  Garcia,  Caiiales  and  Sc- 
veriego.  It  was  reported  in  Galveston  that  gen. 
Taylor  had  made  a  requisition  for  moie  troops,  but 
the  report  was  doubted. 

Four  companies  of  volunteers  called  out  at  New 
Orleans,  by  gen.  Gaines,  for  I'exas,  without  any  or- 
ders from  the  war  department,  and  wiihoul  any  oc 
casion  f  jr  their  services,  were  paid  §51,600  for  three 
months'  service. 

VAVAL     JOURNAL. 
OFFICIAL GEVF.RAL    ORDER. 

As  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
commodore  William  .M.  Crane,  of  the  U.  Stales 
navy,  chief  of  the  bureau  or  ordnance  and  hydro- 
graphy, and  in  recognilion  of  his  long  and  merito 
rious  services,  the  flags  of  the  several  navy  yards, 
and  of  vessels  of  ihe  navy  in  commission,  will  be 
hoisted  at  half-mast,  and  ihirleen  minute  guns  fired 
at  noon  on  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order. 

Officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps  will  were 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

■  George  Bancroft. 

J\'av]i  erpailment,  March  19,  1S46. 

The'Polomar,  U.  S.  frigaic,  c.ipt.  Jlulick,  sailed 
from  Hampton  Roads  on  the  20ih  instant  for  Vera 
Cruz. 


\i:ig:ira  Falls;  De'vitt  Frro,  Canada;  John  Grant, 
Canadj;  Lulher  Darby,  Jefferson  county.  Tliese 
men  have  siifr«rred  much  and  their  tale  is  one  of 
deep  inleresi,  and  calculated  to  move  every  heart  to 
sympathy. 

A    NATIONAL   EXHIBITION    OF    A.MERIC.4N    MANUFAC- 

TIJRF.S.  Hoitse  of  reprcsentnlivef,  March  24,1840. — 
With  a  view  to  furnish  correct  information  in  regard 
to  the  charactft;  prices,  and  extent  of  American  ma- 
nufactures, as  well  as  to  correct  misrrpresenlations 
on  that  subject,  the  umlersigned  respectfully  invite 
the  artisans,  mechanics  and  manufacturers  of  the  U. 
States  to  send  specimens  of  their  various  produrlions, 
with  their  priccQ,  to  be  compared  with  the  British 
manufactures  sent  from  Manchester,  and  now  being 
exhibited  in  the  room  of  the  "committee  on  the  post 
office  and  post  roads,"  to  influence  the  action  of  con- 
gress in  relation  to  the  proposed  modification  of  the 
lariiT. 


.Indrew  Stewart, 
Jimies  Thompson, 
Richard  Brodhend, 
Alexander  Ramsey, 
Mosis  McClean., 
Jnmrs  Black, 
J.  S.    VosI, 
Joseph  Buffington, 


John  Strohm, 
Juhn  H.  Eeoing, 
Jacob  Erdmnn, 
.ihrnhrim  Mcllvaine, 
John  Blanchead, 
James  Pollock, 
C.  Darragh, 


Transportation  of  mails  betwf.en  the  United 
■States  and  forf.ign  countries.  Among  the  com- 
munications received,  was  one  from  the  postmaster 
general,  dated  the  9lh  inst.,  in  reply  lo  a  resolution 
of  the  liouse,  adopted  on  ihe  3d,  inquiring  whether 
The  river  and  harbor  bill,  which   has  passed    any  arrangement  had  been  made  for   the  Iransporta- 


STATES    OF    T  H  K .  U  N 1 0  N  . 

Ohio.  .^  new  stalt  Aouse  has  been  ordered  to  be 
built  by  the  legislature.  The  convictfc  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary are  lo  be  emploped  in  constructing  the  heavy 
part  of  Ihe  building. 

Bniifcs  of  the  slate  of  Ohio  An  official  report  made 
to  the  legislature,  shows  the  condition  of  the  state 
hank,  under  the  management  of  a  board  of  control. 
Sixteen  branches  have  been  formed,  which  are  named 
below  with  iheir  condition. 

Capital  (subscribed)  $1,769,000 

••        (paid  in)  9-27,307 

Discounts  (notes  and  bills)  1,777,749 

The  liabilities  and  means  of  these  banks,  in  regard 
to  the  ;)u6/ic,  arc  as  follows: 
Circulation, 
Other  liabilities, 

Total  liabilities, 

I.MMEDIATE  MEANS. 

Gold  and  silver. 

Bank  notes  and  sight  checks, 

Kastern  deposilcs, 

$1,149,865 
The  following  is  a  statement  oi  the  circulation 


Franklin,  Columbus, 
Exchange,  Columbus 


the  house  of  represi-nlatives,  ai,d  i-  nul  yet  acted  on  |  tio'u  of  Ihe  mails  between  this  and  foreign  countries 

by  l!ie  senate,  contains  the  following  approprialinns:    — if  so,  on  what  terms,  &c.     The  postmaster  gene- j  Q(|ji|,go('he,  Chillicolhe 
Bre;ikwater  at  Burlington,  Vl.  $15,000  i  ral  says  that  he  became  satisfied,  from  investigation,  |  jjelaware,  Delaware 

Breakwater  at  Plalt=Durg,N.  Y.  15,000    ihal    in    Ihe    class  of  vessels    conlemplaled  by  cun-|  Xenia,  Xonia, 

9,000  igress,  a  semi-monlhly   line  across   the   Allantic,  of  j  jj_,j,„n_  0ayl(,„_ 
10,000  j  four  steamships,  costing  nearly  §400,000  each,  would    prauklin,  Cincinnati 
30,000  1  be  required,  and  that  there   were  talent  and  skill  in 


Sleam  Drt-rige  on  Lake  Champlain, 

Harbos  at  Port  Onlario, 

Harbor  at  Oswego, 

Improvement  of  Big  Sodus  Bay, 

Inprovement  of  Lillle  Sodus  Bay, 

Harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Gennessee  river, 

Oak  Orchard  Harbor, 

Dredge  Boai  for  Lak.  Ontario, 

Harbor  at  Bulla  lo. 

Harbor  al  Dunkirk,  on  Lake  Erie, 

Harbor  ai  Erie, 

Gr.ino  River  harbor, 

Ashtabula  harbor. 

Harbor  at  Cleveland, 

Harbor  at  Huron, 

Harbor  at  Sandusky  city. 

River-  Rasin  harbor, 

Ureu^e  boat  on  Lake  E.-ie, 

Si.  Clair  flats. 

Grand  River  harbor, on  Lake  Michigan, 

Haibor  at  the  moulh  of  Kalamazoo  river, 

Harbor  at  Si.  Joseph, 

Harbor  al  Ivlichigan  ciiy, 

Lillle  Fort  Harbor, 

Harbor  al  Racine, 

Harbor  at  Souihport, 

Harbor  al  Milwaukie, 

Harbor  at  Cliicago, 

A  Dredge  boat  on  Lake  Michigan, 

Harbor  al  St.  Luuis, 

Breakwat-  r  al  -'^lamford  Ledge,  Maine, 

Harbor  al  Bj-um, 

Works  al  lirKigeport, 

Harbor  at  NencasUe,  Del. 

Harbor  al  Fort  Pciin, 

Delaware  Breakwater, 

Harbor  at  Piov.dence,  R.  L 

Harbor  al  Baliim  jre  ciiy, 

Newark  Bay,  N.  J. 

Harbor  at  Hivrede-Grace,  Maryland, 

Savaunah  harbor  and   naval  anchorage  near 

Fort  Pulaski, 
Great  Wood  Hule  Harbor,  Massachusetts, 
Navigation  of  the  Hudson, 
Ohio  river  above  Luuisville, 
Ohio  river beloiv  Ljuisviile,and  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, Missouri  and  Aikans-is  rivers. 
Removing  me  rail  i.f  Red  River, 
For  harbor  works  lierelotore  constructed  on 
the  Atlantic  coast. 


5,000  Ihe  country,  already  employed  in  constructing  stea- 
5,0U0  ;  nieis,  capable  of  being  enlisted  in  the  entei prise  of 
20,000  ■  developing  a  higher  state  of  improvement  in  ocean 
7,000  I  steamships  than  had  yet  been  exhibited,  and  that  the 
20,000  I  success  of  the  enterprise  depended  on  placing  it  in 
50,000  I  the  proper  limits.  In  interviews  with  .Mr.  Mills,  the 
15,000  postmaster  general  urged  on  him  the  importance  of 
40,000  t.iiichmg  at  some  point  in  England,  and  making  Bre- 
1",0U0  men  the  terminus  of  this  line  on  the  conliiienl.  He 
10.000  was  averse  lo  this  change,  owing  to  the  commercial 
20,000  '  relations  between  some  of  his  associates  and  Havre, 
5.000  I  and  proposed  to  extend  a  tnuntlily  line  lo  Bremen  in 
11,000  I  another  vessel,  for  $66  000  per  annum.  Upon  a 
13.000  j  thorough  investigation  of  this  question,  llie  postmas- 
20,000  ler  general  became  satisfied  thai,  by  touching  at 
40,0U0  iCowes,  at  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  making  Bremen 
10,000  !  the  terminus  of  the  line  on  Ihe  continent,  the  public 
10,000  j  interest,  as  well  as  the  mail  service,  would  be  best 
10,000  '  promoted,  to  give  him  annually  §400,000  for  that 
40,1100  service,  for  five  years.  Mr.  Mills  so  far  yielded  lo 
12,000  i  the  suggestion  of  the  departmenl  as  to  agree  to  make 
15,000  '  the  line  semi  monthly  by  Cowes  to  Bremen,  reaerv- 
10,000  '  ing  10  go  to  Havre  from  Cowes  allernalely,  at  the 
20.000  I  rate  proposed  by  the  postmaster  general  to  Bremen, 
12  000  !  and  Ihal  of  bis  own  bid  lo  Havre,  which  will  make 
15,000  I  Ihe  line  cost  annually  §350,000.  A  proposition  ein- 
75  000  [  bracing  these  terms,  it  appears,  was  draivn  up  in  the 
20,01)0  I  dcp<.riuiinl  by  the  postmaster  general,  with  the  guar- 
40.000  j  autre  for  the  laitliUil  perlorniance  of  the  service,  as 
15  uUO  j  required  by  the  acl  of  the  3d  .ilarch  last.  It  wasex- 
15  OUO  I  eculed  in  the  pj-esence  of  ihe  postmaster  of  N.  Yoik; 
5,000  and  the  proposition  was  accepted  by  ttie  department 
75,000  I  on  the  condition  that  the  conlraotors  should  look  for 

]  payment  lo  an  appropriation  by  congress.     It  is  un- 

20,000 '  derstood  that  the  contraciors  have  already  com- 
15,U00  ]  menced  tlie  building  of  slops  in  the  determiualioii  to 
20,000    have  al  lea=l  one  vessel  ready  for  service  by  the  first 

of  January  next. 

50,000        In  the  further  execution  of  the    law,  the  postmas- 

4.450  ;  ler  general  has   made  a   conlract  with  Charles  Mor- 

75  000  ;  gan,  for  the  Iranspoctalion  of  the  mails  from  New 

80,000  !oi  leans  to  Galveston   in  a  steamship,  once  in  every 

I  five  days,  and   have   agreed  lo  give  him  for  the  ser 

240,000]  vice  seventy-Hve   per  cent,  of  the  nell  proceeds  of 

80,001)    the  oQice  at  Galiealon,  and  of  Ihe  distribution  to 

Texas,    to   commence  on  the  first  of  July  next,  for 
20  000  !  the   term   of  four   years.     The   service  is  now  per- 

j  formed  by  Mr.  Morgan  on  the   same  terms,  and  will 
Exiles  FRo.M  Van  Dieman.     The   following  per-   continue  till  July,  when  the  contract  commences. — 
aona  liberated   from  a  seven  years  captivity  ou  ac- 1  Oo  another  highly   important  branch,  Mr.  Johnson 


.Merchants'  and  Traders,  Cincinnati, 
Marietta,  Marietta, 
Ji  fferson,  Steubcnville, 
Akron,  Akron, 
Summit,  Cayuga  Falls, 
Merchants'  Cleveland, 
Commercial,  Cleveland, 
Commercial,  Toledo, 
Toledo,  Toledo, 

Old  circulation — Xcnia  branch 


§130,036  00 
87,475  00  • 
C'-iSOl  00 
40.077  00 
71,3.^0  00'' 
8J,162  00 
199  999  00  ' 
64,795  00 

8,531  CO.- 

50  655  00 

7,200  00  ■ 

5  3S0  00  ■ 

109,700  00: ■ 

21,171   00  ' 

19.6119  00 

31,100  00  ^ 

1 


§1,118,821  00  ' 

The  population  of  three  of  the  principal  cities  of  Ohio,  ^ 
according  lo  the  census  of  IS40,  were  remarkably  , 
alike.  Columbus  had  6.048  inhabitants,  Uaytoa  ,^ 
6,067,  and  Cleveland  0,071.  Bui  it  is  the  more  re-  ., 
inarkable  that  their  imoroveinent  for  the  five  year* /^ 
since  that  period,  according  to  a  census  just  taken,  . 
shows  ihal  they  keep  as  close  together  as  they  then  , 
were,  each  having  now  about  10,000  inhabitants.       ^ 

Columbus,  Ohio.  Population  according  to  the  cenjiw  , 
of  1845. 


Population- 


Buildings  creeled 

in  1845. 
brick,    frame.       , 


1st  ward 

3,640 

Jd  ward 

1,838 

3d  ward 

4,538 

Total 


10,016 


43 
17 

75 

137 


Population  in  1840 
Increase  in  5  years 


Total  of  new  buildings  182, 
besides  additions,  barns, 
out  buildings,  &c. 
0.048 

, _...._, 3  968 

Of  the   present  population   there   were   of  colored 

persons         •         ■         '         '         '         l 
Of  Ihe  population  in  1840,  there  were  of 

colored ^73 

Increase  in  five  years      ....       278 

There  are  in  Columbus  34  dry  goods  stores,  47 
groceries,  and  24  hotels. 

The  third  ward  of  the  city,  having  rapidly  im- 
proved in  buildings  and  population,  has  recently  been 
divided,  and  a  new  ..ard  erected.  That  section  of 
the  city  is  inhabited  to  a  large  extent  by  Germans, 
many   of  whom   have  erected  handsome  buildings 
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NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  28,  1846— SIR  R.  PEELS  SPEECH. 


SIR  ROBERT  PEKL'S  SPEECH, 

ON  THE  NEW  TARIFF  PROJECT. 

The  debate  upon  the  preliminary  question,  wheth- 
er the  house  should  go  into  committee  of  the  wholr 
upon  the  proposed  bill,  was  debated  for  twelve 
nights,  during  which  48  speakers  advocated  free 
trade,  and  55  advocatej  proteciion.  The  debate 
was  brought  to  a  close  at  3  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d  of  February.  On  taking  the  question  the 
vote  stood 

For  Sir  Robert  Peel's  motion  337,  against  it  240. 
Majority  97. 

The  house  consists  of  656  members.  Of  these 
227  liberals  and  112  tories  voted  for  the  motion. — 11 
liberals  and  231  tories  voted  against  the  motion. 

There  were  30  litieials  acid  15  tories  absent — 11 
liberal  peers  ami  13  tory  peers,  5  vacancies  and  the 
speaker,  ciiakt-  the  complement  of  656. 

Nearly  all  the  talent  in  the  house  was  in  favor  of 
the  free  trade  party,  and  the  foreniost  an^imgst  the 
speakers  nn  that  side  were  Lord  John  Russeii,  Sir 
James  Graham,  L'lrd  Morpeih,  Mr.  Cotiden,  .Mr 
Bright,  Sir  George  Clarke.  Mr.  Villiers,  ir.  Gould 
burn,  and  Mr.  Sydney  Herbert.  The  most  effective 
speaker  on  the  ^-ther  side  was  Mr.  Disraeli. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  arose  and  said — two  matters  had 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  hou^e;  one,  the  manner 
10  which  a  party  should  be  conducted;  llie  other,  the 
tneasures  by  which  the  contingency  of  a  great  public 
calamity  should  be  mitigated,  and  the  principles  by 
which  the  commercial  pidicy  of  a  great  empire 
should  for  the  future  be  governed.  On  the  first  point 
the  greatest  part  of  the  debate  had  turned;  he  did  nol 
undervalue  its  importance,  but  surely  it  was  subor- 
dinate to  the  second.  On  the  party  question  he  had 
little  defence  to  make;  he  would  admit  at  once  that 
the  measures  he  had  brought  forward  were  the  veiy 
worst  measures  for  party  inleresis  that  could  have 
been  brought  forward  by  him.  He  considered  it  un- 
fortunate that  the  conduct  of  the  measure,  in  so  far 
as  the  corn  laws  were  concerned,  should  have  fallen 
into  his  hands,  but  that  which  prevented  its  cummit- 
tal  in  other  hands  was  the  firm  conviction  under 
which  ministers  labored  that  a  pari  of  this  empire 
was  threalened  with  a  great  calamity.  He  had  firmly 
believed,  he  still  did  firmly  believe,  that  there  is  im- 
pending over  the  country,  and  that  there  will  come 
at  no  remote  period  a  calamity  that  they  would  all 
deplore.  Wlien  he  was  compelled  to  ahaiidon  the 
hope  of  averting  the  threatened  danger,  and  of  bring- 
ing the  question  to  a  settlement,  he  took  the  earliest 
opportunity  he  consistently  could  of  tendering  his  re- 
sign:ition  to  ihe  queen. 

[Here  sir  Robert  entered  into  an  explanation  of 
his  views  and  intendi:d  course,  provided  Lur^  John 
Russell  had  succeeded  in  forming  a  new  ministry. — 
He  then  went  on  to  say:] 

So  much,  therefore,  lor  the  course  which  I  have 
pursued  with  respect  to  those  who  had  been  hitherto 
opposed  to  me.  1  never  made  an\  inquiry  as  to  who 
should  constitute  the  new  governmetil;  1  had  no  per 
sonal  objections  of  any  kind.  My  belief  was  thul 
this  question  ought  to  be  adjusted.  I  was  prepared 
to  facilitate  its  adjustment  by  my  vote,  and  liy  ihr 
exercise  of  whatever  influence  1  could  command. — 
As  to  the  party  who  had  so  long  given  him  their  sup. 
port,  it  was  natural  that  they  should  withdraw  their 
confidence,  acting  as  he  had  done,  at  variance  wiih 
the  established  principles  on  which  party  is  usually 
conducted.  But  he  would  ask  them,  was  it  probable 
he  would  have  sacrificed  their  favorable  opinions  and 
support  unless  influenced  by  the  highest  considera- 
tions of  public  duty.  He  ought  to  know  the  motives 
of  his  party;  and  he  believed  there  never  existed  a 
party  influenced  by  more  honorable  and  disinieresled 
feelings.  This  teatiiiiony  was  due  to  them.  But  fu' 
hiinselt  he  must  say,  let  the  consequences  be  wlial 
lliey  may,  they  would  not  rob  him  of  the  cuiivictiun 
that  the  advice  which  he  had  given  was  consisteiii 
with  all  the  due  obligations  which  party  could  im 
pose. 

"I  know  what  would  have  conciliated  temporary 
conl'idence.  It  would  have  been  to  underrate  the 
danger  in  Ireland — to  invite  an  united  i^oinbinalion 
for  the  njaiiilenanee  of  existing  law — lo  lalk  abuui 
hoisting  the  lljg  of  Prolecuun  tor  native  induslry  — 
(cheers  and  laughter) — lo  insist  Ihal  agi  uulluiai 
protection  should  Be  maiiMaineil  in  all  lis  iiuegnu 
By  such  a  course  1  should  buvc  been  suie  to  coiicil'i 
ate  temporary  confidence;  but  llie  month  ol  Ala) 
would  nut  arrive  without  dcinonslr;iling  llial  1  huU 
thereby  abandoned  my  duty  tci  my  counlry,  my  sov. 
ercign,  and  even  to  party.  (Loud  cheeis,)  1  had 
an  I  have  ihe  firm  persii  sioii,  that  in  the  preseni 
temper  of  pulilic  mind,  the  stale  ol  puulic  Ifeliuj, 
and  opiniuij  wUh  respect  to  the  corn  laws,  h.depon- 


dently  of   all  adventitious  circumstances,   make  the 
defenre  i.f  Ihose  corn  laws  diCQcull  enough. 

Yet  I  have  the  firmest  persuasion,  that  if  that  ca- 
lamity which  1  foresee  in  Ireland  should  arrive,  and 
if  the  battle  had  to  be  fought  for  maintaining  un- 
toufhed  the  present  corn  law,  and  for  permitting  a 
state  of  law  to  exist  whereby  a  duty  of  17-  allach  s 
to  the  import  of  foreign  wheat,  such  a  degree  of  oili- 
nm  would  have  allached  to  the  landed  intere-l,  if 
that  battle  had  been  fouuht,  as  would  h;ive  done 
them  the  greatest  injury."  What  were  Ihe  facts 
which  came  under  tlie  cogniz»nce  of  ihe  se  relary 
of  state  for  the  home  deparlmenl.'  Why,  that  in  one 
pai  I  of  Ihe  emiiire  four  millions  of  Ihe  queen's  sub- 
jects were  dependent  on  a  cerlain  article  of  food  for 
suhsi-lence,  and  that  diseast-  had  seized  that  article. 
The  government  'uw,  at  the  distance  of  three  or  four 
monihs,  the  gaunt  forms  of  famine  and  disease  fol- 
lowing in  Ihe  train  of  famine.  "I  will  refer  to  some 
documents,  if  Ihe  suhject  is  not  distasteful,  as  ii 
seemed  to  he  when  1  last  menlioiu'd  it;  for  you  ap- 
peared lo  di-like  a  reference  to  letlers,  ami  turned 
away  from  communications.  But  it  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, before  you  come  to  a  fiudl  decision  on  Ihis 
que^titm,  that  yoj  should  umlersland  this  Iri-h  ca?e 
(Cheers.)  You  musi  do  so.  (Renewed  cheers.;  1 
cannot  conciliate  your  confii'enee  by  any  expre.isioii 
of  regret  for  the  course  1  have  taken.  So  far  from 
It,  I  declare  in  Ihe  face  of  li'is  house,  that  thai  da) 
in  my  public  life  which  I  look  back  on  wilh  Ihe 
greatest  satisfaction  and  pride  is  thai  1st  of  Nove^.i- 
ber  last,  when  1  was  ready  to  lake  ihe  responsibility 
of  issuing  an  order  in  council  lo  open  the  ports, 
trusting  10  you  for  an  approval  of  that  step.  (Loud 
cheers ) 

I  wished  then,  that  by  the  first  packet  which  sailed 
after  the  1st  of  November  the  news  might  have  gone 
forth  Ltial  the  ports  were  opi'O.  The  primary  objeci 
of  such  a  measure,  of  course,  would  have  been  to 
increase  Ihe  supply  of  food  and  to  take  precauticna 
against  famine,  allhough  other  collateral  advantages 
might  have  flown  from  it.  1  think  Ihat  the  best  step 
then  to  have  taken  would  have  been  lo  open  the 
ports;  and,  supposing  that  our  anticipations  had  prov- 
ed inc(jrrect — supposing  that  we  h.id  formed  a  false 
estimate  of  this  danger — 1  believe  that  the  generosity 
of  parbament  would  have  protected  us  from  harm." 
(Cries  of  "Hear,  hear,"  from  the  protection  bench 
es.) 

Sir  Robert  read  letters  which  had  been  received 
by  the  last  two  mails  from  Ireland,  nol  from  oflieial 
authorities,  but  from  men  from  whose  statements 
there  could  not  be  ihe  slightest  pretence  of  withhold- 
ing confidence.  I'he  first  letler  was  addressed  to 
himself  by  Sir  David  Roche,  formerly  member  for 
Liiuerick,  Feuruary  11.  Sir  David  Roche  slated, 
that  at  one  lime  he  was  disposed  to  think  thai  Ihe 
part  of  the  potato  i  rop  which  appeared  sound  befjre 
Curislmas,  would  hjve  couliuued  so,  but  he  had 
found  be  was  in  error — the  greatest  part  was  now 
obliged  to  be  given  to  pigs  and  cattle,  to  save  the 
owners  from  total  loss.  Sir  David  added  — "No 
doubt,  for  six  or  seven  weeks,  while  ihe  remains  of 
the  potatoes  la;,t,  deslilution  will  not  be  general;  but 
1  pray  yuu,  sir,  look  to  ii  in  lime  " 

The  next  letler  contained  the  result  of  a  very  mi- 
nute investigation  nude  Oy  W.  W.  Hemsworth,  sub- 
I'lSpector  of  polic'-,  slaiioned  at  Siradballv,  Queen's 
county,  inio  the  condition  of  one  hundred  and  niiiely 
families  living  in  Ihat  neighborhood.  In  hisinqui- 
ries  Ihe  otticer  was  accompanied  by  ihe  Rev.  Mr 
Enerson,  the  minister  ol  ihe  parish.  The  result  is 
Ihus  slated: — "Man)  families  whom  we  visited,  and 
who  had  planted  sutficient  lor  Iheir  ordinary  wauls, 
including  ihe  seed  iieeessary  for  Ihe  ensuing  reason, 
have  not  had  a  polatn  of  any  kind  lor  the  last  month." 
"Observe,"  exclaimed  Sir  Robert  Peel,  "Ibis  is  in 
Ihe  monlh  of  February — five  monihs  at  least  before 
there  can  be  a  natural  bouiiiy  of  Providence.'* — 
"Others  have  lost  nearly  all;  an  i  Ihe  few  that  still 
reiiKiiii  are  totally  unfit  lor  human  food.  In  every 
Mislance  where  we  saw  potatoes  in  pils  in  llie  fields, 
we  had  tlieiii  exaiiiined,  uikI  with  scarcely  an  excep- 
lioii,  We  found  them  lo  he  a  mass  of  pulrelaclion, 
perleclly  disgusting  even  lo  look  at."  'I'he  third  let- 
ter was  from  L 'rd  Stuart  de  Ueeie^,  the  lord  lieu- 
leiiant  of  the  eounly  of  Waierloid.  Among  other 
particulars  il  meniioMed  Ih.s — --I  hal  in  Iwu  dislricts 
alone  ol  Ihe  union  in  question  there  are,  even  .1  this 
e.irl)  period  of  Ihe  year,  no  less  loan  three  hundred 
persons  „  buse  storex  ol  pr,* visions  are  on  the  point 
ol  being  cxhausied."  Lo.d  S.uart  suggested — "that 
iiuch  good  might  be  etiecled  in  keeping  down  prices 
by  Ihe  establishmenl  ol  goveriimeni  corn  stores, 
liom  which  gram  might  be  purchased  at  first-cost 
prices." 

The  fourth  letter  was  from  Mr.  Thomas  Dillon,  of 
Caliirciveen,  a  resident  magistrate.  It  stated  —  lluil 
huvmg  gone   round   his  district  within  the   last  ten 


days,  he  had  opportunities  not  only  of  hearing  but  of 
witnessing  the  deslruciion  ••  hirh  had  been  nmimit- 
ted,  and  which  was  gaining  ground  rapidly.  Mr. 
Dillon  added,  that  lie  almost  fell  confounded  at  Ihe 
difficulty  that  must  exist  in  procuring  a  sufficiency  of 
eiiod  seed  for  the  crop.  Sir  Robert  next  quoted  an 
official  return  from  Ihe  highest  auihorily,  embracing 
particulars  from  every  electoral  district  wilh  the  ex- 
ception of  ninety  nine.  The  facts  were — that  "in 
four  electoral  districts  the  loss  of  potatoes  has  been 
nearly  nine-tenths  of  Ihe  whole  crop;  in  ninety  three, 
between  seven-tenths  and  eiglit-tenlhs;  in  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  five,  Ihe  loss  approaehes  to  seven- 
lenths  of  the  whole  crop;  in  sixteen,  it  approaches  to 
six-lenlhs;  in  five  hundred  and  ninety  six,  nearly 
one-half  of  the  crop  is  entirely  destroyed;  and  in  five 
hundred  and  eighty  two  divisions,  nearly  rour-tenths 
of  the  crop  are  entirely  destroyed.  Government  had 
acted  upon  the  suggestions  made  to  them;  stores  of 
corn  should  be  established  to  be  disposed  of  at  low 
prices,  or  given  in  return  for  labor. 

A  member. — "It  will  be  wanted  lor  seed." 

Sir  Robert  Peel — "Yes.  To  gel  seed  from  foreign 
coiinlres  for  the  ensuing  year  is  next  to  impossible. 
An  eighth  of  tl  e  whole  crop  is  required  for  seed; 
each  acre  of  potatoes  requires  nearly  a  ton — three- 
fourths  of  a  ton  at  least,  for  seed;  lake  Ihe  tonnage 
which  it  would  require  lo  bring  10, DUO  Ions  of  pota- 
toes from  any  pari  of  Europe  where  potatoes  still 
abound;  it  is  almost  impossible  to  supply  the  dericien- 
cy.  You  must  look  for  seed  to  the  aci  uuiulatnm  by 
making  savings  from  the  existing  crop.  It  may  be 
necessary  for  you  to  form  that  saving.  When  the 
pressure  of  famine  is  severe,  the  immediale  want 
will  be  supplied — the  danger  of  next  year  vvill  be  for- 
gotten. The  governiuent  must  interfere,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  encouragiHg  the.  saving  in  suflicient  quanti- 
ties, in  order  lo  '■eeuie  a  supply  of  seed  fur  next  year. 
How  are  we  to  do  this.'  Why.  by  the  subsiiiulioii,  I 
suppose,  of  some  other  articles  of  provision,  to  be 
given  under  wise  regulations,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting waste,  and  of  getting  these  seed  potatoes  in 
exchange. 

1  ask  you  then,  if  in  May  next  we  had  to  come 
down  here  proposing  large  voles  of  public  .Tioney, 
and  if  we  were  encouraging  the  chrgy  of  the  estab- 
lished church,  and  the  clergy  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
persuasion,  and  telling  them,  "Individual  charily  m 
your  localities  must  supply  more  than  the  govern- 
ment can  supply;  you  must  give  corn  in  escliange 
fur  these  potatoes,  or  for  the  sustenance  of  human 
life," — could  I  have  stood  here  pioposing  votes  uf 
,£200,000  or  i£3IJ0,000,  and  encouraging  the  charity 
of  those  who  had  little  to  dispense  in  charit) ,  and 
would  it  have  been  tolerated,  that  at  the  same  mo- 
ment we  should  have  been  retaining  a  duly  of  173. 
on  the  introduction  ol  corn? 

Suppose  famine  should  ensue:  do  you  believe  that 
il  would  be  for  the  credit  and  honor  of  the  lande  d 
aristocracy  of  this  country  to  say,  "We  throw  upon 
the  govern:nent  the  responsibility  of  taking  security, 
but  nut  one  letler  of  the  existing  corn  laws  shall  he 
abandoned?  "Would  that  be  fidelity  lo  the  landed 
interest?  No;  1  believe  that  vvbatever  might  have  been 
the  seeming  consistency,  that  propo  ition  would  have 
been  Ihe  real  "treachery"  which  you  impute  to  me, 
because  1  have  thought  it  for  your  interest,  and  Ihe 
interest  of  all,  to  relieve  ourselves  from  the  odium 
of  stipulating  for  these  restriclions  in  such  a  moment 
of  pressure."  (Repealed  cheers  )  Parliament 
would  have  taunted  lam  with  the  example  of 
Holland  and  Belgium,  where,  thou^i,  me  .iressure 
was  less  severe,  measures  of  precaution  have  been 
adopted. 

Under  similar  circumstanf^es  to  tli-,  pieseut,  what 
had  been  the  course  taken  by  the  Eo.;ii-h  iiarliauient 
deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  ul  agriculture? — 
There  have  iiceu  limes  before  when  there  has  been 
the  apprehension  of  scarcity  in  Ibis  country:  what 
has  been  the  remedy  that  the  heart  uf  every  man 
suggested?  What  has  been  the  remedy  that  ihe  le- 
t;iilative  vv  isdum  took?  Why,  in  every  case,  with- 
out exception,  the  removal  for  a  time  of  the  duties 
upon  corn.  (Cheers  and  counter  cheers.)  [.\  mem- 
ber— "VVhat  at  the  end  of  the  time? ']  1  will  come  10 
that  immediately.  I  rejoice  in  the  cheer  which  I 
met  from  that  quarter-  (looking  lo  the  protection 
benches)  —  what  is  it  but  an  assent,  apparently  an 
unanimous  assent — ("No!")— at  any  rale,  a  very  ge- 
neral assent,  that  at  a  period  uf  impending  famine, 
ttie  proper  precauiiou  lo  be  taken  is  to  encourage 
Ihe  free  iniportation  of  food. 

i  have  a  right  to  Infer,  that  if  Ihat  had  been  the 
proposal,  namely,  that  existing  dulies  upon  corn  and 
oiher  articles  of  provision  should  be  suspended,  that 
proposal  would  have  met  with  general  assent. — 
(Cheers.)  Then,  if  that  be  so,  1  ask  you  to  expedite 
passing  of  this   bill — (laughter  and  cheers) — or 

iiove  as  an  ainendineni,  that  the  duties  upon  all 
articles  of  provisions  shall  forthwith  be  suspeiiilad. 
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(ilenp.ved  chfers.)  The  opponenls  '>r  the  govern- 
ment plain  «e^  ne>l  In  Ja)  that  they  ivDiilii  ronseiitto 
a  « ispen-io  1  Df  111-  la  V  till  next  liarvesi;  an'l  he  was 
gl.id  of  the  a.linK-i"'!  thereby  implied,  that  it  would 
nol  bB  wise  l.i  siipnijte  for  the  present  that  no  rice, 
or  oats,  or  in  iiz«  should  be  ndmitleri,  and  that  ihi- 
duty  on  wiieai  -linuld  be  mainlained  at  17s  Sir  R  '- 
bert  PcHlqn  >led  sonia  oT  the  inaiunoes  in  which  the 
ports  had  been  ,,pened  — in  176G,  1767,  1791,  1793, 
1795,  1796,  I79J.  Hid  ihe  ports  He.'n  opened  in 
Novemb.-r  la^t,  the  supplies  ini2;ht  have  been  more 
ample;  but  there  was  still  the  command  of  six 
monihs.  Parliament  mustnow  make  itrhoice.  Itmnst 
either  mamlain  the  existing  law,  or  make  some  pro- 
posal for  lacilitaling  the  introduction  of  foreign 
food. 

Then  came  the  fuither  question,  ".\rierthc  sus- 
pension of  the  existing  law,  and  the  admission  of  fo 
reign  importion  for  the  period  of  eight  months,  what 
do  you  propose  to  do  with  the  existing  corn  laws.' — 
That  is,  of  course,  the  question  which  any  man 
would  have  to  consider  who  advised  the  suspension  of 
the  corn  laws.  Well,  my  conviulion  is  so  'Ironj 
that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible,  after  establish 
ing  perfect  freedom  of  trade,  for  a  period  of  ei^hl 
monihs,  to  permit  the  existingcorn  law  to  come  inlo 
operation  at  the  end  of  it — my  conviction  is  so  strong 
that  it  would  be  impracticable  and  impolitic,  that  1 
could  not  cnlerlum  j-uch  an  idea."  It  might  bo  said, 
"Give  us  suspension  n^iw,  and  at  the  end  of  that  sus 


pension  we  will  have  tne  corn  laws  as  they  arc 
now;"  but  any  such  notion  wa-  founded  on  a  total 
misapprehension  of  public  opinion.  What.'  would 
they  revive  the  existing  corn  law  in  all  its  provisions. 
Would  they,  for  instance,  refuse  the  admission  of 
maize!  '-It  was  proposed  last  session  to  admit  maize 
free  of  duty  " 

The  price  of  barley  was  falling,  the  duty  on  hjr 
ley  was  increasing;  and  without  the  slightest  n.itural 
connexion  belween  maize  and  barley,  the  duty  on 
maize  was  increasiitg  also.  Then,  might  not  the  law 
be  altered  in  that  respeci.'  Yes.  But  remember  this, 
that  in  the  course  of  last  session,  notice  vvas  given 
that  maize  shjuld  be  impiTted  duly  free,  because  it 
was  ili--iiaole  to  hav.-  maiZe  for  food  for  caltle.  Do 
you  Uiink  it  possible  in  devisinu  a  new  corn  law,  to 
devise  one,  thi-  leading  principle  of  which  should  be 
this — that  maize  should  come  in  duty  free,  because 
the  admission  of  thai  article  would  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  farmer,  as  he  might  feed  his  caltle  and  pigs 
with  U;  but  that  there  are  certain  other  articles  used 
for  consumption  liy  human  beings,  and  in  respect  to 
these  the  law  shall  be  maintained  in  all  its  force.' 

Do  you  advise  us  now  to  fight //wl  battle.'  D  >  yon 
nol  feel  Ihal  that  very  fact  of  suspension  would  con-  ] 
stitule  a  new  element  in  the  consideration  of  things,  | 
and  would  give  a  tenfold  stimulus  to  the  agitaiion  ' 
that  previously  existed.'  Do  you  invite  us  to  fight 
that  Uallle  now?  What  would  be  the  state  feeling  ! 
upon  the  subjcel.'  Do  you  invile  us  to  suspemi  liie  : 
law  with  a  guarantee  o;  its  revival.'  In  reference  to  ! 
the  changes  of  opinion  \vhich  had  been  avowed  by  : 
members  of  the  house,  and  as  to  which  an  attempt  ■ 
had  been  made  to  attach  suspicion,  Sir  Robert  asked  ' 
if  some  of  the  mo^i  honorable  men  that  ever  sal  on  ■ 
the  ministerial  benches  had  not  given  conclusive  I 
proofs  of  sincerily.  Did  Lord  Ashley,  Mr.  Sluarl,  j 
Mr.  VV.  Faiten,  .>lr.  Egerton,  Lord  Henniker,  Mr.  j 
Charleris,  or  Mr.  Dawney  vacate  their  seats  from 
interested  or  corrupt  motives.' 

Passing  from  ihese  considerations.  Sir  Robert  in- 
vited alteiilion  to  the  course  which  the  debate  bad 
taken,  and  to  Ihe  admissions  and  expressions  of  opi- 
nion of  those    who   had   been    loudest  in  their  con- 
demnation of  the  government.     The  tirst  he  would 
notice    was  the  member  for  Huntingdon,  Mr.  Thos. 
Baring.     "Ttie   tion.    member  thinks   it  is  just  the  t 
lime  for  making  a  compromise  on  the  subject — for  a  1 
new  corn  la\v!     Why,  if  there  vvas  ever  an  unfortu- 
nate   moment  for  a  compromise,  it  is  the  present. —  I 
What    IS  the   meaning  of  a  compromise?     Is  it  not  | 
corn  lart?     Well,   what  is  the  security  for  the  main- 
tenance of  thai?"     (Ironical  cheers  from  the  protec- 
tion   benches.)     The    member    for    Roxburghshire, 
(Mr.    Francis    Scotl.)  was  the   loudest  advocate  for 
protection,  and  had  a  curious  notion  of  the  relation 
between  a  country  and  its  minister. 

i\lr.  Scott  had  likened  Sir  Pobert  Peel  to  a  hired 
advocate,  and  said  tliat  be  had  thrown  up  his  brief; 
perhaps  Mr.  Scott  «  as  not  aware  lh.it  a  minister  of 
state  look  an  oath  to  unreservedly  and  freely  deliver 
his  opinion  in  cuunuil,  according  to  his  heart  and 
conscience.  Sir  Kjberl  apprehenaeJ  Ihat  an  obli- 
gation of  Ihat  kind  constituled  a  malenal  difference 
between  the  posilioii  of  a  minister  of  state  and  liie 
office  of  a  retained  counsel.  But  .Mr.  Scott,  when 
insistin.;"  that  he  ivas  bound  by  every  consideration  of 
consistency  and  honor  to  maintain  llie  corn  law  ol 
1842,  had  admiiled  that  within  the  last  three  years, 
in   his  own  country,  there  had  been  such  improve- 


ments in  roads,  such  introduction  of  science  into  ag- 
riculture, such  faciliiics  for  inlroducing  cheap  corn, 
that  in  his  opinion  the  lime  was  come  when  the  pre 
sent  corn  laws  "ust  be  allered.  ".\ni\  when  1  asked 
Ihe  honnrahle  genllemnn,  'Whom  are  your  coiins.-l 
|-or.:"_m.-aning.  Ihat  if  anv  nblig.alion  was  i'lipo-ed 
■m  me  to  maintaio  the  corn  Inw  of  1842,  I  could  not 
quite  uiidcrsliind  why  the  hon.  gentleman  could  so 
readily  abandon  it,-^lhi-  hon  gentleman  was  per- 
fectly indignant  at  being  supposed  to  be  a  counsel. 
Clai  "ing  the  functions  of  Anacharsis  Clonts,  who 
said  he  was  atlorney-g'-neral  for  the  liuninn  rare, 
Ihe  hon.  g.-nlleman  said,  "I  counsel!— Ihat  is  an  im 
pntation  on  my  honor:  I  am  counsel  for  the  agricui- 
lorists — I  am  counsel  for  the  commercial  interests — 
1  am  counsel  for  the  whole  country— I  am  counsel 
for  the  interests  of  huinanily!"  fLanghter.)  Sir 
Robert  did  not  himself  aim  after  funclions  so  com- 
prehensive The  next  was  the  mcnber  for  Ncwcas- 
tle-under-Lviic  (Mr-  Colquhoun:)  and  h^  told  Sir 
Robert  that  thereafter  and  forever  he  .viihdrew  his 
confidence  from  him.  But  if  ever  there  was  a  man 
who  had  less  reason  than  anolher  to  censure  a  minis- 
ter for  not  establishing  '-a  ureal  principle,"  it  was 
Mr.  Colquhoun  him«elf.  "Why,  he  has  voted  wilh 
Ihc  hon.  HieniHer  for  Wolvrrhamptnn,  and  lie  has 
voted  against  him.  (Laughter  )  He  is  an  advocale 
for  a  fixed  duly;  but  he  has  done  all  he  could  to 
maintain  a  sliding  scale.  I  do  not  know  whether 
Ihe  hon.  gentleman  lias  shared  in  my  misfortune  and 
read  the  pamphlet  of  John  Campbell  Colquhoun, 
Esquire,  of  Killermont,  (laughter.)  1  must  say  Ihat 
that  pamphlet,  as  far  as  1  can  understand  it,  advo- 
cates repeal  of  the  corn  laws. 

If,  then,  the  hon.  gentleman  has  voted  with  the 
hon.  member  for  Wolverhampton,  and  has  voted 
against  him— if  he  is  a  delcrrained  supporter  of  a 
hxcd  duty,  and  yet  ever  since  1342  has  done  all  in 
his  power  to  maintain  the  sliding  scale;  and  if  my 
construction  of  his  pamphlet  be  correct,  and  he  is  an 
advocate  of  repeal,  1  wonder  how  I  should  have 
lared  with  him  if  1  had  laid  down  "a  great  princi- 
ple?" 1  wonder  what  the  hon.  gentleman  would 
have  said,  if,  after  having  carried  suspension,  1 
should  have  subsequently  declared  that  at  Ihe  end  of 
thai  suspension  llie  government  would  slake  ils  ex- 
isleni'e  on  Ihe  revival  of  Ihe  existing  corn  law.  I 
venlure  to  say  there  youl.l  nol  have  been  a  more 
strenuous  opponent  of  such  a  course  than  the  bun. 
genlleman:  al  least,  I  venlure  to  say,  there  never 
was  a  gentleman  so  clamorous  for  the  announceincnl 
of  a  principle  who  pursued  a  course  which  left  him 
so  complelelv  at  single-anchor  lo  vote  for  any  pro 
posal  that  mUht  be  made."  (Laughter  )  The  let- 
ter of  Lord  Jolm  M.mners  was  next  adverled  to;  Sir 
Robert  iiiqiiiiing  if  it  could  have  been  possible  for 
the  government  to  rely  on  Lord  John  Manners'  sup- 
port had  they  resolved  to  advise  a  renewal  of  Ihe 
corn  law  upon  suspensioi?  "Fie  sajs  he  is  decided 
ly  in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  Ihe  corn  laws,  buL  he  thinks  i 
Ihe  present  parliament  ought  nol  to  enact,  nor  ihe  j 
present  minislet  to  propose,  such  a  measure.  Well, 
but  that  personal  objection  is  no  satisfactory  ansiier 
to  the  counlry:  ih  question  for  the  country  is,  is  the 
measure  right  or  wrong?  Surely,  no  member  can 
juslify  himself  in  voting  against  a  measure  which  he 
believes  lo  be  right,  and  which  concerns  sncli  inighly 
interests."  And  now  as  for  Mr.  William  .Vliles,  Die 
member  for  S jmersclshire,  that  genlleman  had  de- 
clared for  the  mainienanceof  the  existing  law  in  ils 
inlegrilj,  and  given  Sir  Roberl  nolice  that  hence- 
forth he  must  not  expect  Ihe  renewal  of  his  confi 
dunce. 

But  Sir  Robert  Peel  implored  that  gentleman  and 
others,  allhough  Ihcy  might  visit  the  penal  conse- 
quences on  ministers,  lo  pass  the  measure  subniilted 
lo  them,  if  they  thought  it  advisable  at  the  present 
crisis.  In  slating  that  he  had  hitherto  been  a  sup- 
porter of  the  •goveinmenl.  Mr.  .Miles  was  in  a  mis 
I  lake.  On  Ihe^grcat  question  of  "grease"— (roars  of 
laughter)— he  was  a  delermined  opponent,  under  an 
■  apprehension  that  grease  might  be  used  by  some 
people  as  a  sub-timle  for  butler.  "Now,  1  must  say, 
that  1  think  the  honorable  genlleman,  in  taking  his 
stand  upon  grease,  did  much  more  injury  than  nene- 
fii  lo  the  cause  ol  proleclion."  A  few  more  of  Mr. 
.Miles'  arguments  he  was  anxious  to  notice.  As  lo 
flax,  was  ils  cullivalion  abandoned  in  consequence 
of  the  withdrawal  of  the  duly?  and  at  whal  pen  jd 
did  it  take  place? 

Mr.    Win.  jUi/es.— "After  the  last  removal  of  the 


I  borough  in  ruin?"  In  Ireland  no  culture  is  more  pro- 
j  fitable  than  that  of  flax,  which  is  unprotected;  and  it 
is  ohvions  that  the  decay  of  Aldcock  and  Chisselbo- 
rough  had  arisen  from  other  causes  than  the  with- 
drawal of  Ihc  prolective  duty. 

The  d.ibntc  bad  chiefly  turned  on  the  corn  laws, 
but  it  %vas  nol  necessarily  a  corn  law  dehale.  The 
pro|)osal  was  Ihal  the  house  should  go  inlo  commit- 
tee lo  cnnsidor  the  principles  of  our  commercial  po- 
licy "Now.  as  1  slated  before,  it  is  the  inienlion  of 
her  majesty's  govcrnnient  to  adhere  lo  their  propo. 
sal:  I  have  slated  the  reasons  why  they  will  do  it: 
they  are  inclined  to  prefer  it,  considering  especially 
the  opportunity  that  three  years  aff'ords  for  improve- 
ment in  drainage.  But,  al  the  same  lime,  also  dis- 
linclly  make  this  statement,  Ihat  if  the  agricultural 
body  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  for  Ihciradviin- 
tage— if  they  liiink  Ihat  immediate  repeal  will  bo 
prefe.-ablc  to  the  deferred  repeal  which  if  the  pro- 
posal of  'he  government— ("hear!"  from  the  opposi- 
tion benches)— if,  by  a  union  with  honorable  gentle- 
men oppo-iite,  they  should  place  me  in  a  minorily— 
then  Ihc  only  consideration  which  I  shall  bear  in 
mind  will  be,  what  cni-sc  ran  I  best  take  lo  -ive  ef- 
fect lo  Ihe  law  so  amended  al  your  instunci-.  (Liud 
cheers  from  the  opposition  benches.) 

I  will  do  all  I  can  lo  carry  the  proposition  of  the  g"- 
verumeiit  — 1  prefer  it — I  proposed  it,  belii  vi.ig  it  lobe 
favorable  lo  the  agricultural  interi'st.  I  do  not  say, 
what  course,  speaking  for  myself,  1  might  pursue.      I 


duU  on  flax." 

^ir  Ruhr  it  Peel. — "Now  the  last  reduction  of  duly 
was  only  5.1.  per  bundled  weight.  (L  Uihter  )  The 
duly  on  foreign  flax  was  removed  in  1824;  at  that 
time  it  was  £i\)  a  ton;  a  reduction  was  then  eH^ecled 
lo  the  nominal  duty  of  5d.  a  hundred  weight;  and  in 
1832  the  duly  was  altug-lber  abandoned  Was  il 
Uie  removal  of  this  d  .  ■  ■'  SI  -  'undred  weiglii 
that  involved  the  parishes  of  Aldcock  and  Chinel- 


lont  say  whal  eflVcl  success  here  might  produce  in  an- 
other place  for  which  1  have  less  means  foranswering 
than  1  have  here;  hut  this  I  will  say,  Ihat  mv  opinion  as 
lolhe  policy  of  a  final  adjustment  of  the  corn  laws  will 
remain  unaltered;  and  I  shall  decidedly  prt-fer  (he 
immediate  repeal,  even  though  carried  against  me, 
to  throwing  the  counlry  into  iinniediale  confusion  by 
the  rejection  of  the  measure  (Loud  cheers  )  — 
Observe,  I  say.  it  will  be  q me  for  myself  l-.  consi- 
der whal  course  of  personal  conduct  will  he  most 
conducive  to  the  result  1  should  have  in  vie^v;  but 
this  I  do  believe,  that  the  final  adjustment  of  this 
question,  is  now  a  consideration  paramount  to  all 
others.     (Loud  cheers.) 

As  to  Ihe  probable  cost  of  corn  under  Ihe  new  mea- 
sure, he  could  not  pass  an  opinion;  but  he  ihouuhl 
that  nothing  was  more  erroneous  than  lo  suppos-i 
Ihal  the  interests  of  agriculture  .vere  naturally  and 
immediately  interwoven  with  the  price  of  -vheal.— 
In  demonsti-aiini  Ihe  truth  of  this.  Sir  Robert  P.'.'l 
advened  jiarlicul  .rly  lo  the  fact  that  it  is  ii.,p  isMlile 
lo  draw  ju  t  inference  from  the  nominal  price  of 
wheal,  without,  at  llie  same  time,  taking  ihe  qualiiy 
into  account.  He  showed  by  reference  In  returns 
beginning  in  1793.  that  Ihe  price  of  wheal  had  slioivn 
a  tendency  to  decline.  "A  very  remarkable  s-ri-s 
of  facts  also  presents  itself  in  the  am  .unl  of  Ihe 
rental  of  land  as  compared  wilh  Ihe  price  of  wheat. 
The  gross  rental  if  land  in  1815  as  tak'-n  rro.n  Ihe 
property  t.ix  return,  was  £:ii  51)2  IIOU  ru-  n,  i, ':  of 
I  wheal  for  five  years  ending  iii  1815  v,,  1(12-  51  _ 
I  For  the  five  years  ending  with  1842,  the  pri-e  of 
I  wheal  wa^  64s' 7d  ;  while  ihe  uro-s  n-utal  of  la'id  in 
!  England  had  increased  lo  ^37  794  (100.  T  us,  coin- 
cident with  the  fall  in  the  prne  of  corn,  lln-re  was 
an  increase  in  the  rental  of  land."  The  -preen  fro,n 
I  the  throne  contained  a  reconimefidainni  l"  revie.v  ti,K 
existing  duties,  and  ascertain  whether  such  f other 
I  reductions  could  not  be  made  as  would  lend  lo  e  sure 
a  continuance  of  the  advantages  derived  from  Ihe 
previous  rediiciion.  The  answer  made  by  the  C  an 
]  mon-'  did  not  convey  a  pledge  as  lo  the  inea-iire.  but 
il  conveyed  an  assurance  llial  li.e  recomiiiendalion 
I  should  be  considered.  And  how  was  that  iS!uraiice 
to  be  fulfilled?  Would  Ihej  refuse  lo  go  into  com- 
mittee? "Will  you  stand  s'lill?— for  sis  monihs  to 
come  will  you  do  nothing?  1  say,  in  this  counlry,  to 
stand  still  is  to  retrograde. 

1  never  said  that  it  was  on  Ihe  experience  of  the 
tarifl"  for  three  years  I  had  come  lo  a  change  of  opi- 
nion. I  said  this— that  during  three  years  1  have  been 
coincident  with  abundance,  and  low  prices  and  great 
prosperilv;  1  have  seen  great  contentment;  I  hare 
seen  the  diininulion  of  crime;  1  have  seen  the  abate- 
ment of  all  social  disorders;  1  have  seen  g')od  health; 
1  have  seen  increased  commerce;  and  that  experi- 
ence of  three  years  has  convinced  me  that  cheapness 
and  plenty  are  at  the  foundation  of  your  prosperity. 
(Cheers  )  This  is  the  challenge  I  offer,  not  connect- 
ed wilh  the  lariU  of  the  last  three  years  alone,  but 
wilh  respect  lo  llie  whole  series  of  your  relaxation 
of  prohibitory  duties— show  me  one  relaxation,  one 
removal  of  prohiijilion,  which  has  not  contributed  to 
the  advautage  of  the  great  body  of  the  consumers  of 
Ibis  country."  He  had  indeed  been  ashamed  to  read 
some  of  the  petitions  presented  on  the  subject  of  this 
protection  One  was  from  Ihe  ship  o.vners,  praying 
Ihal  the  house  miiM  .-h.-rk  all  inrihcr  rah  experi- 

nie   '-      ';!i.'i ■ •' • '■      juct  the  proposi- 

I  tioD  for  reduciug  lae  duly  on  loreiga  limber  from  Hit. 
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to  lO^.  He  asked,  "what  has  bern  Ihe  issue  of  the 
rash  experiment  jou  made  in  1842?  You  found  then 
a  difcnminadng  duly  of  455.  whioh  you  re(iui:ed  to 
255.  Have  you  destroyed  tlie  Canada  tradt?  At  the 
port  of  Liverpool  the  average  tonna£;e  in  the  British 
North  American  trade  forelevfn  years  precedinglhe 
reductions  of  the  duly  vias  153,001)  Ions,  and  since 
you  removed  ihe  duty  on  Canadian  limber,  the  aver- 
age has  been  194,000  tons  of  shipping  employed  al 
Liverpool  in  the  Canada  trade. 

Ou  Ihe  average  of  seven  years  before  the  reduction 
of  duly,  5,749,000  loads  of  pines  were  imported:  in 
1844  Ihe  quantity  brought  from  Canada  amnuntud  to 
6,211,000  loads;  and  in  1845,  to  6,470,000  leads— 
Vet  Ibe  ship  owners  call  on  you  to  refuse  a  reduction 
of  Ihe  duty  on  timber,  as  they  called  on  you  to  re- 
fuse a  reduction  formerly  from  45  to  253.  But  you 
have  a  deficiency  in  that  pariicu'ar  article  which 
will  build  ships  that  shall  endure  for  twelve  years, 
and  these  were  the  circumstances  under  which  you 
have  the  modest  proposal  made  to  leave  the  discrimi 
nating  duty  at  its  present  amount  of  25s.  inslead  of 
ttdueiiig  it' to  15s.;  and  that  is  what  the  ship  owners 
of  all  Ihingsask  as  esstnlial  to  thrir  inieresis!"  Fol- 
lowing up  Ibis  subji-ct  Sir  Rubtrt  referred  to  Ihe 
alarms  excited  in  previous  times  by  proposals  to  re- 
duce import  duties,  and  to  the  gratifying  results 
whirh  had  followed. 

When  Ml.  Huskisson  proposed  an  alteration  of 
the  silk  duties,  Lord  Ashburion.  (then  Mr.  Baring,) 
resisted  the  measure,  asserting  that  the  effect  would 
be  to  ruin  the  silk  weavers  and  drive  iheni  to  the 
poor-rates  for  subsistence.  And  what  had  been  the 
result?  The  consumption,  which  for  the  ten  years 
ending  in  1823,  was  1,940,902  pounds,  is  now,  for  the 
year  1844,  6,208,020  pounds.  Similar  fears  were 
expressed  in  1842,  in  reference  to  tlie  trade  in  feath- 
ers. One  extensive  merchant  told  Sir  Robert  that 
the  etlect  would  be  to  annihilate  ihe  Irish  and  Eng- 
lish (either  trade:  but  that  person  had  written  to  him 
'  .in  Ihe  course  of  the  present  year,  telling  him  that  hi* 
■  fears  had  proved  unfounded — that  his  trade  was 
;inore  prosperous  than  before;  and  mentions  that  his 
great  demand  had  been  fiom  Cornwall,  thus  show- 
ing that  the  Cornish  miners  had  been  prosperous  in 
consequence  of  plenty  and  abundance,  and  had  been 
able  to  expend  a  part  of  their  earnings  io  feather 
goods. 

In  conclusion,  Sir  Robert  remarked  that  the  vote 
to  be  given  did  not  involve  a  question  of  confidence 
in  the  government,  but  the  decision  as  to  whether 
the  house  were  « llling  to  advance  upon  the  path  on 
which  they  had  been  proceeding,  or  whether  they 
would  retrograde. 

He  entreated  them  to  look  at  their  physical  advan 
tages,  at  those  nerves  and  .smews  of  their  maiiulac- 
lures,  the  stores  of  iron  and  coal  which  abound  in 
.their  territory.  Let  them  look  also  at  their  acquir- 
ed advantages.  Why,  England  has  ten  times  the  ca- 
pital of  any  nation  in  the  world!  He  asked  them  to 
bear  in  mind  that  many  countries  are  watching 
their  decision.  Sardinia  had  set  the  example  of  a 
liberal  tariH';  Naples  would  shortly  follow;  he  could 
,lell   Ibtm   that   Prussia   was   already    shaken;    and 


6ih,  Each  company  to  drill  once  a  year,  or  ofteiier  if  1  tive  government  to  the    appropriate   committees   i" 
they  ihiuk  proper.  |  that  and   the  other  house  of  congress,  for  their  ad- 

Oregon  notice — Mr.  livelier,  of  Virginia,  arose  and  ^  visemenl  and  consideration.  He  would  not  complain 
addressed  the  senate.     Having  concluded.  '  at  all  of  this  mode  of  communicating    to    the  mem- 

Mr.  .VJ/cs,   of  Connecticut,   arose  and   the  senate    hers  tf  congross  the  judgment  of  the  executive  on 
adjourned.  j  such  highly  important    subjects;  he  would  not  com- 

.March  19.  Mr.  Jamngin,  said  there  seemed  to  i  pi^in  of  it,  because,  as  the  president  had  said,  it  was 
be  a  doubt  as  to  the  proper  understanding  of  the  ef-  p^j  unusual.  Recently,  it  was  not  unusual;  but  the 
feet  of  the  ailoption  of  the  report  of  the  investiga-  |  practice  was  of  recent  origin,  and,  in  his  judgment, 
ting  committee  on  Monday  last,  to  remove  which  he  1  n  vy^j  Q„g  pot  to  be  encouraged.  He  did  not  know 
otfered  a  resolution  to  expel  the  publisher,  editor,  1  jjhether  the  honorable  members  of  the  senate,  who 
porters  of  the  "Times"  from   the   reporters' i  „ere  respectively  at  the   head    of  the  differeni  >-om- 


galh  ry  of  the  sen.ite. 

Mr.  Dickinson,  arose  and  retracted  all  the  re 
marks  he  had  heretofore  expressed  in  exculpation  o( 
the  editors  of  the  Times  or  in  deprecation  of  any  ac- 
tion against  them. 

Mr.  jMiingum,  said  the  resolution  now  offered  was 
ntirely  unnecessary.     The  adoption  of  the  report  ol 


niittees,  had  communicated  these  estimates  in  any 
way  to  the  body  to  which  they  belonged.  And  he 
rose  to  inquire,  therefore,  beginning  with  the  honor- 
able "enator  from  .Missouri,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  committee  on  military  affairs,  what  that  commu- 
nication was,  and  whether  he  could  not  suggr-st  some 
mode  of  bringing   it  to   the  knowledge  of    the  whole 


the  committee  rendertd    it  the  duly  of  the  sergeant  j  f,o(jj  of  [(,e  senate,  because  it  wassaid  in  the  raessaj 
at  arms  to  carry  its  recommendation  into  etfect,  ami    jhat  the  communication  was  made  viilh  the  sanction 


he  hoped  the  senate  had  more  important  duties  li 
perforin  than  to  waste  their  time  further  on  this  sub 
Ject. 


of  Ihe  president  himself. 

Mr.  Benlon  rose  and  observed,  that  a  proper  intro- 
duction to  an    answer  to  Ihe  honorable  senator's  in- 


Mr.  Jarnagin,   said  if  such  was  the  understanding  ;  qujrj  would  be  to  say,  that  the  information  had  been 
""  '  ''       "  '  '  "      communicated    to    the  heads  of  the  departments,  in 

conformily  with  applications  made  by  the.  conimil- 
tees,  which  applications  were  in  obedience  to  resolu- 
tions passed  at  the  commencenient  of  the  session,  in- 
struct.ng  Ihe  committees  to    inquire  and  report  what 


of  Ihe  presiding  officer,  he  would  withdra 

lulion.     His  object   was  merely  to  remove  any  doubt 

•hat  niijiht  exist  in  reference  to  it. 

Tlie  Preiidtnt  of  the  senate  said  c-uch  was  his  un- 
derstanding, and  he  had  given  orders  for  the  expul 


ion  of  all  connected  with  the  paper  from  the  repor-  |  increase,  if  any,  was    necessary    to   be  made  in  the 


'  gallery. 

Mr  Mnngum,  said  he  did  not  observe  the  sergeant 
at  arras  in  his  place,  but  he  wished  to  say  that  if  he 
did  not  fulfil  the  order  of  Ihe  senate  promptly  he 
should  be  held  to  a  strict  official  and  personal  re 
sponsibilily. 

Mr.  JilUn,  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  next  he 
would  move  that  the  senate  go  into  executive  ses- 
sion. 

Oregon  notice. — Mr.  .Vi(es,  arose  and  addressed  the 
senate,  maintaining  that  the  president's  course  had 
been  all  right  and  proper  and  yrt  that  the  matter 
ought  to  be  compromised  on  the  49th  line. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  to  the  23d. 

March  23.  On  motion  of  Mr.  JVebsler,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  was  requested  to  transmit 
to  the  senate,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  in- 
terests, copies  of  any  correspondence  that  may  have 


military  and  naval  defences  of  the  country.  The 
committee  were  pri  mp'ed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to 
make  the  inquiries  of  the  proper  departments  of  the 
government;  and  the  militaiy  com:nittee  having 
made  application  to  the  secretary  of  war,  tliat  func- 
tionary returned  an  answer,  which  answer  was  in 
Ihe  hands  of  Ihe  committee.  There  was  much  of  it 
whieh  mijiht  be  very  proper,  perhaps,  to  make  pub- 
lic, but  there  were  other  parts  which  Ihe  committee 
thought  it  would  not  be  proper  to  make  public.  The 
information  was  in  the  hands  of  the  committee,  how- 
ever, (he  spoke  of  the  military  committee  alone,) 
and  they  had  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  take  action 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Fairfield  said,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  Ihe 
honorable  senator  from  Massachusetts,  as  far  as  re 
lated  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  that,  subse 
quently  to  the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  the  hon- 


laken  place  between  the  governments  of  the  United    orable  senator  from  Michigan,  (Mr.  Cass,)  instruct 


States  and  Great  Britain,  in  reference  to  the  north 
east  boundarv,  between  the  20lh  June,  1840,  and  the 
4lh  March,  l'841. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  reported  from  the  commiitee  on  the  judiciary 
relative  to  the  courts  of  the  U.  S.  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Jolinson,  of  La.,  said  he  wished  to  inquire  why 
three  judges  ol  the  circuit  court  were  deemed  neces 
sary  in  Florida,  while  only  one  had  been  allowed  to 
all  the  other  new  states. 

Mr.  Westcolt,  then  proceeded  to  show  the  necessity 
of  having  a  judge  at  Key  We^t,  another  at  Pensaco 
la,  and  a  third  in  East  Florida.  'J'he  coiiit  al  Key 
West   would  be  purely  an    admiralty  court,    for  the 


Franco  was  desirous  to  follow  the  example  which    benefit  of  the  commercial  interests  of  the  north  and 


Knglaiid  was  setting.  [Sir  Robert  Peal,  alter  nearly 
three  hours'  speaking,  resumed  his  seat  amidst  long 
continued  cheers,  especially  from  the  opposition  ] 


TWENTY-MM'H  COIMGUESS, 

FIRST       SESSIOIJ. 


SENATE. 
March   18.    On  motion  of  Mr.  Sempie,   it  was — 

Ilesulved,  That  the  conimitlee  on  ihe  iiiiliiia  he  in- 
structed to  inquire  inio  ihe  expediency  of  orijaiiiziny  ihe 
miliiiaol  the  United  .Stales  on  ihe  tolluwuig  basis,  to 
wit:— 

ici.  Within  each  and  evi  ry  district  containing  one 
thousand  free  wliite  male  ciiizeiis  ovt  r  the  ui;e  of  tweniy 
on'  and  under  the  Ofje  ol  filly,  there  shall  be  raised,  by 
voluntary  enrolmeiii  or  ollierwise,  one  coinpnnv  ol  one 
hundred  iniliiia-iiieu,  lu  be  ortfaiii-zcd  and  dibojpiiiied  u,s 
.may  be  (irovided  by  law,  and  the  whole,  or  any  part  if 
them,  may  be  culled  lulotbe  service  ol  ihe  Uiiiled  Slate.-, 
whenever  congress  may  order  it. 

•ia,  VVhiiiievcr  any  part  of  Ihe  militia  shall  be  called 
into  the  aervice  of  ihc  United  Slates,  ility  i.hali  be  bour.ii 
to  »rrvi^  lor  live  years,  niilesa  sooner  discharged. 

3d,  All  nun-coinmiBBioned  officers  and  officers  of  the 
-    line,  imliiiih  us  the  rank  ol   cspiuin,  shall  be  elccled  by 
the   men   compoBint  eaeli  company  from  among  thciii 
aelvea. 

4,h,  All  officers  above  ibr  rank  of  a  captain  shall  be 
appoinled  by  the  presideni  of  Ihe  Uiiiiid  .Siaies,  by  and 
with  ilio  udviCB  and  conseiii  of  iIr-  si-nun:  [irovided  that 
no  officer  siiall  he  uppomiLd  unless  he  he  taken  Irom 
the  olficerB  or  men  coinpnsiiiK  Ibt  inilnia,  and  all  pio- 
niotionu  uliall  he  made  Iruiii  the  ufiicLia  or  from  the 
ranks  aocordiue  to  meiil. 

5ih,  Officers  to  drill  l>y  reijiiiieniB  once  a  year,  and  to 
teutut  i>ay  for  tlic  time,  nut  cictuding  ouu  week. 


ast,  and  would  not  be  of  any  service  to  the  residents 
of  Florida. 

Mr.  Jvlntson,  of  La.,  said  fie  was  not  before  aware 
of  the  great  amount  of  business  transacted  by  the 
courts  of  Florida,  and  he  therefore  now  acquiesced 
in  the  necessity  of  having  lliree  judges 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JSimiis,  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  was  then  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mllen,  the  senate  then  proceed 
ed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and 
then  adjourned 


ing  the  committee  to  inquire  what  measures,  if  any, 
were  necessary  to  be  taken  for  ihe  defence  of  the 
countrv,  letters  were  wriiten,  by  direction  of  the 
commiuee,  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  requesting 
information  and  estimates;  and  in  reply  a  communi- 
cation had  been  received  and  hjd  been  read  to  the 
senate  and  published;  and,  in  conformity  with  it,  a 
bill  had  been  reported,  and  was  now  upon  the  ca- 
lendar. 

Mr.  J.W  Clayton  inquired  whither  the  naval  com- 
mittee had  mpoiieu  all  the  infornialion  which  they 
had  rereived  Irivu  I:  e  d.pa-tm.- i.t 

Mr.  Fairfield  said  the  comiuunicalion  wa;  accom- 
panied by  reports  from  the  heads  of  the  various  na- 
val bureaus.  These  reports  were  made  by  the 
lieads  of  Ihe  bureaus  lo  the  secretary  of  the  navv, 
and  by  him  transmitted  to  the  cominiltee  will,  liu^ 
understanding  that  they  were  to  be  returned  to  hitu 
again.  They  were  transmitted  to  the  committee  mere- 
ly for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  lo  make  the  prp- 
per  estimates.  These  reports  were  voluminous,  and 
were  not  communicated  to  the  senate. 

Mr.  [riisfersaid  he  had  intended  only  to  mafci; 
the  inquiry,  but  he  desired  now  to  follow  it  by  a 
single  remark.  Alter  what  had  fallen  from  tlit. 
chairman    of    the    committee    on    naval    atlairs,  he 


March  24.     Mr.  Davis,  pie-entcd  a  petition  I'rom  I  wished  to  ask  two  things.     First  whether  the  secre- 


312  citizens  of  Marblehead  remonstrating  against 
Ihe  repeal  of  fishing  bounties. 

Mr.  Juhnsun,  of  L  i.,  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
on  tfie  seerelaiy  ol  ;.  ar  to  report  lo  Ihe  ^e.iale  a  plan 
of  works  for  the  defi-me  of  N.  Orleans. 

Oregon  ntticc — Mr.  ('Iiatmcrs,  of  Miss.,  addressed 
the  senate  at  length,  and  in  favor  of  comproniisiiii 
on  the  49tli  line. 

,i  messnge  from  the  president,  was  here  received  and 
read,  (see  page  55.) 

Ml.  K  rdsler  rose  for  the  p'irpose  of  inquiring  ink. 
a  matter  reieried  lo  in  it,  wilhout  mtendini;  to  inak,; 
any  eommentary  or  any  remarks  whatever.  U  would 
be  perceived,  from  the  reading  of  Ihe  message,  that 
It  was  tfie  judgment  of  the  president  that  an  in- 
crease of  our  means  of  defence,  both  military  and 
naval,  fiad  become  necessary  by  llie  circumstances 
of  the  country.  The  amount  or  extent  of  that  ne- 
cessary increase  was  not  staled  in  tliu  message,  bul 
the  president  fiad  stated  that  estimates  showing  flic 
xtent   of  the   necessary   increase  of  our   means  ol 


tary  of  the  navy,  m  commiinieating  the  estimates, 
informed  the  committee  that  lie  had  the  sanction  ol 
tfie  president  lo  those  estimates?  And,  secondty, 
whether  the  communication  winch  the  senators  stat- 
ed had  been  made  to  the  senate,  eonlaiiied  the  san  e 
information,  to  wii,  tfie  estnnaies  p-ep'tred  for  the 
committee,  under  the  sanction  and  direction  of  the 
president. 

Mr.  Fairfield  replied,  that  the  communication  to 
him  of  Ifie  lacl  Ihal  tfio  eslimates  had  received  the 
saiicli m  of  the  president,  wn'  a  verbal  communica- 
lion  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  who  had  trans- 
mitted them. 

Mr.  l>-'(6,'i(.Tsaid  he  understood  the  senator  lo  say, 
then,  that  ifie  only  authority  upon  which  be  based  his 
knowledge,  of  the  eslimates  having  been  made  out 
under  tlie  sanction  of  the  prtside-nt,  was  a  verbal 
communication,  and  that  not  even  that  was  communi- 
cated to  the  senatti  by  him,  introducing  the  bill  lor 
the  augnientaliuii  of   the  navy. 

Ho  had  only  further  lo  say,  that  as  soon  as  might 


;iililary  and  naval  defences,  fiad  been  cummunieat-   be  convenient  to  the    honorable    senator   who  was 
I  ed  liuiu  the  appruprialu  depailiueula  of  tliu  execu-l  chairmuu  uf  the  tuuiinitlcc  on  military  affairs;  who, 
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he  presiimed,  had  received  informalion  in  Ihe  same 
way  of  Ihe  estimates  havini;  received  the  sanctior, 
and  been  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  presi- 
dent—he iKiped  thai  as  soun  as  it  miuht  be  fnund  i-on- 
venient  by  the  honorable  senator,  (it  ivas  aIto;;ither 
in  Ihe  senator's  own  discretion,  of  course,)  he  would 
communicate,  as  far  as  was  proper  to  be  commiini- 
caled  and  no  further,  to  the  senate  Ihe  information 
which  the  oommitlee  had  received.  He  was  qnilc 
content  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  senator 
from  Missouri  as  to  what  portion  of  that,  information 
was  proper  for  publication,  and  to  form  the  topics 
of  public  discussion. 

Mr.  Benlon  observed  that  as  chairman  of  the 
commitlee  on  military  aifairs.  he  deemed  himself 
only  llie  organ  of  llul  CDinmiltee,  and  as  soon  as 
he  had  the  sancliun  of  the  committee,  he  would 
have  ^ri'at  satisfaction  in  communicating  to  the  sen- 
ate the  niformation  which  the  honorable  senator  de- 
Sired. 

Mr.  Wtbster  was  understood  lo  say  (from  his  seat) 
the  senator  i-  an  organ  tiiat  I  have  more  confidence 
m  than  1  have  in  some  other  organs, 


The  Oregon  —Mr  S'vier,  addressed  the  senate  at  Mr.  McConnell.  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  asido 
length  in  favor  of  the  house  notice,  and  in  favor  of  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  distribution  of  the 
our  claim  to  the  whole  of  Orei;on.     H>-  did  not  bi 


lieve  that  a  majority  of  Ihf  people  would  be  in  fa- 
vor of  a  settlement  short  of  49  de».,  and  os  to  any 
compromise  between  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  and 
49",  every  Qu.iker  in  the  country  would  put  on  the 
uniform  before  they  would  submit  to  it. 
The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPKESl:NT.^TIVES. 
WitDXEsD.\T,    March    18.     Mr.  Martin,  of   Ky.,1 
from  the  comrailtee  on  mileage  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion dischari;ini;  the  committee  of  the  whole  house 
from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  hill  respecting 
the  mileage  of  members.     Head  and  agreed  to. 
The  bill  then  came  before  the  house  for  action. 
Mr.  i?oii/in,  offered  an  amcndmeiil  forbidding  pay 
to  absentees  at  the  call  of  the  house,  &.C. 

Mr.  Pnrij,  moved  lo  lay  it  on  the  table,  (carrying 
the  bill  itself  lo  the  latile.)  Negatived— ayes  48, 
nays  138. 

Mr.  Vtll.  moved  an  amendment  substituting  ^6  in- 
Mr.  Benlon  (also  from  his  seal)  remarked  that  he  stead  of  $8,  for  each  day's  attendance,  and  for  each 
regarded  the  secretaries  of  the  departments  as  being  twenty  miles  of  travel;  and  also  an  additional  section 
the  organs  of  the  president.  I  establishing  the  seat  of  government   after  the  year 

Mr.  Cass  requested  ihe  reading  of  that  part  of  the  i  185U,  at  a  point  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  upon  a  town- 
message  which  referred  lo  the  increase  of  the  army  [  si,ip  of  land  grunted  by  that  slate  to  the  federal  gov- 
and  navy.  He  remarked  that  if  he  had  understood  it  ]  ernmcnt  whenever  congress  shall  siixnify  its  assent, 
correctly,  the  president  now  recommends  a  greater  Mr.  iiotciiii,  accepted  Mr.  FtU's  amendment  as  a 
armament  than  was  recommended  by  him  at  the  ear-  [  p^jt  of  his  own. 

ly  part  of  the  session.  j      J],..  (J.   jy.  Jones,  moved  to  insert  "Jeffersonville, 

The  passage  having  been  read   by   the  secretary —  ]  jn  ihe  state  ol  Indiana"  in  lieu  of  the  location  desig 
Mr.  Cass  said  he  would   n.erely   remaik  that,  not-  j  nateil  in  .Mr.  Yell's  amendment, 
withstanding  every  efTort  of  his  in  the  senate  and  out        xbe  house  here  on  molion  went  into  committee  of 
of  it,  this  matter  had  been  allowed  to  sleep  for  many  j  [he  whole  and  resumed  the  bill  respecting 
weeks,  and  he  was  glad  to  find  that  it  was  now  press 
ed  upon  their  alleniion   by   the  executive  message 
and  not  by  Itie  Bniish  canno 


public  offices  among  the  people  of  the  several  stales. 
Mr.  McC.  said  that  he  did  not  think  the  slate  <d  our 
I'oreiin  relations  warranted  the  increase.  The  bill 
was  not  laid  aside. 

Mr.  IhiaUon,  said  that  the  hill  had  no  particular 
reference  to  the  slate  of  our  foreign  relations,  and 
that  the  increase  was  i.cccssary  to  the  peace  estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Sawyer,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  senate  bill  for  raising  a  regiment  of  dra* 
goons,  or  mounted  riflemen. 

Mr.  Brhtkerhpff.  of  Ohio,  advocated  the  pa«safe  of 
the  bill,  and  desired  two  regiments  of  fool  riflemeo 
because  they  would  not  cost  more  than  one  of  mount- 
ed riflemen. 

.Mr.  Hamlin,  of  Me.,  was  opposed  to  any  increase 
of  llie  army  in  the  form  proposed.  There  are  novr 
one  hundred  siiperiuimerary  officers  and  until  their 
companies  arc  hlled  up  1  shall  not  vole  lo  increase 
their  nuinber. 

Mr  JMcGavgluy.  of  Indiana,  made  a  speech  against 
the  bill.  The  wesl  did  not  need  ihe  bill  to  protect 
them  from  the  Indians.  They  were  able  to  protect 
themselves.  It  seemed  very  strange  lo  him  that 
men  who  were  advocating  an  increase  of  the  arinjr 
were  advocating  a  decrease  of  duties  on  foreign 
goods.  We  were  told  ihat  the  bill  was  not  necessa- 
ry lo  protect  ourselves  from  Mexico,  nor  from  Eng- 
land, but  from  peaceful  Indians. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Mr.  Baker,  of  Il- 
linois, and  Mr.  CUipman,  of  .Michigan. 

Mr.  Holmes,  obtained  the  floor;  when  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  the  house  adjourned  without  acting  up- 
on the  resolution. 


Rivers  and  harbors  —Numerous  amendments  were  i  Tuesday,  .Maiicii  24.  Mr.  Haralson,  of  Georgia, 
oflered  and  r.-jeeied.  After  much  time  had  been  '  moved  that  the  house  go  into  committee  of  the 
,  consumed  by  a  proposition  from  Mr.  Culver,  of  N.  !  whole.  The  motion  prevailed,  and  Mr.  Mckay,  of 
.Mr.  J.  JI.  Clnylon  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the  I  y  ;  which  was  followed  by  one  from  Mr.  Fries  of  an  ,  N.  C,  was  called  lo  the  chair  Mr.  McKay  an- 
commitlee  on  naval  afljirs,  how  many  ships  of  war  '  offensive  character  to  his  colleague  Mr.  iScltenek,  of  I  nounced  ihe  military  bill  lo  be  in  order. 
were  recommended  in  the  communication  of  the  se-  ,  (jhio,  which  after  being  submilled  by  the  chairman,  :  The  debate  was  commenced  by  .Mr.  Black,  of  S. 
crelary?  \  [Tlio's.  Smith  ]    was   rejected,   and    a   sharp  reproof  |  C.,  who  defended  the  bill  and  an  amendmenl  offered 

Mr.  Fairfield  replied  that  he  did   not  at   that  mo-  [  from  .Mr.  Schenck,  upon  Mr.  fiies,  &c.  &.C.,  the  com-  I  by  Mr.  Hungerfard,  of  New  York,  requiring  that  tho 
ment  recollect  the  number.  ■  mitiee  proceeded  to  vote  upon  several  of  the  amend-  i  officers  shall  be  taken   from  the  officers   already  in 

The  message  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  :  ments.     The   following   were  carried: — Providence  j  commission 


And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Berrien  the  senate  proceed- '  iiarbor  99  to  Wi — motion  to  reconsider  the  samt 
ed  to  the  consideralioii  of  executive  business,  and  1  |o5i  nj2  to  95.  Newark  bay,  89  to  78.  Havre  de 
after  some  time  spent  therein  the  doors  were  opened,  I  Giace,  (§2U  OUUO  by  a  viva  voce  vote.  Tennessee 
and— the  senate  adjourned.  '  river,  lost,  ($100, UUO  )  1-35  to  (io. 

March  23.     Mr.   Breese,  from  the  committee  on  |      The  house  then  adjourned, 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  senate,  made  a  report  I      Thursday,  March    19.     The  river  and  harbor  bill- 
in  favor  of  an  ailerallon   in  the  galleries  of  the  sen-  j  Xhe   amendinents   acled    upon    in  committee  of   the 


Mr  Tilden,  of  Ohio,  made  a  general  speech  upon 
the  merits  of  the  bill.  He  was  opposed  to  the  bill, 
because  it  was  not  adequate  to  the  defences  of  the 
country  if  they  were  endangered,  and  became  the 
mililiaof  the  states  were  sufficient  for  the  defencei 
of  the  country.  The  bill  was  a  measure  for  the 
conriliation  of  the  stale  of  Arkansas  and  other  demo- 
cratic slates.     Until  we  knew  that  something  was  to 


-Mr.    Yulee,   oflVied    a   resolution    instructing   Ihi 
coinrnillee   on  tinances  lo   inquire  as  lo   the  right  ot 
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Florida  lo  a  rateable  share  of  the  surplus  reve.ue 
distributed  to  ihe  slates  under  the  acl  of  3Ulh  June, 
1836,  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  pa>ing  to 
the  state  of  Florela  ihe  amount  lo  which  she  would 
have  been  entitled  under  the  act  had  she  been  a  state 
at  the  lime  of  its  passage.     Lail  over. 

Ttie  re-olulion  of  .vir.  Johnson,  of  La.,  heretofore 
offerred,  to  lurnisli  the  reporters  with  copies  of  the 
bills,  &c.,  primed  fur  the  use  of  ihe  senate  was  taken 
up  and  adopti  d. 

^irmy  and  naty. — Mr.  Berrien,  offered  a  resolution 
direcun,;  the  euinniitlee  on  military  and  naval  af- 
fairs to  lay  before  the  senale  the  communication  and 

estimates  from   the  >%ar  and  navy  deparlmenls  rela.      _ _     _ 

live   lo  the  proposed   increase  ol  those  branches  of:  ^ig^  apj  §15,000  for  Port  Penn,  in  Delaware, 
the  public  service.  !      The  house  adjourned. 

Mr.  Benlon,  said  the  commillee  on  military  affairs, '  Friday,  March  20.  The  harbor  and  river  bill,  wm 
all  of  whom  he  had  consulted,  except  one  now  ab- j  resumed.  ?"or  iinproviiii  Hog  island  channel,  at 
sent,  were  ready  lo  lay  before  the  senate  the  report  1  Charleston,  S.  C,  $25,000,  was  rejected  by  yeas  82, 
and  estimate  of  the  secretary  of  war,  and  saw  no  im- }  nays  86.  For  impiovinn  Savannah  harbor  $50,000: 
propriety  in  Iheirpulilic  lion.  passed  yeas  105,  nays  77.  For  purchase  ol  Louis- 
.Mr.  Fairfield,  said  ihatsonie  of  Ihe  papers  commu- !  \ille  and  Portland  canal  stock,  such  sum  as  may  be 
nicated  by  ihe  secretary  of  the  navy  were  nut  proper  j  necessary ;  rejected  ye^s  50.  nays  131.  For  improve- 
to  be  made  public  and  he  hoped  the  resolution  would  menl  of  Hudson  river  §75,nOO;  passed  yeas  10-,  na\s 
rot  prevail.  i  79.     For  improving  O ' - 


Michigan,  $40,000, 
Fur  improving  harbor  of  Michigan  city, 

$40,000, 
Liiile    Fort    harbor,    Lake    Michigan, 

$12,000, 
Si.  Louis  harbor.  §75,000, 
Newark  bay,  $15  000. 
Havre  de  Grace,  $20,000, 

Mr.  Junes,  of  Ga., 
to  attend  the  funeral 
The  molion  was  agreed  lo. 

Before  the  aujournment  all  the  items  of  local  and 
neighb.aing  inlerest   were  acled  on  by   the  house.— 

The   a-)iiroDrialions   of    S2U,000   for    improving   the.-.-  ,       .    .  .  i,     . 

harbor'r  ifalumore  cilyla;  preserved,  Ld  $75,000  j  as  m.gli.  >"J'- j;!:^::!,rZt:l 
or  the  Delaware  Breakwater,  $15,000  for  Newcas- 


lo  Oregon. 

If  there  was  real   danger  with  Mexico,   the  two 

'  regimenU  would  not  be  sufficient  for  defence.  If 
there  was  danger  those  two  regiments  would  form 
no  part  of  a  proper  defence.     He  presumed  that  lh» 

j  troops  now  in  Texas  would  speedily  return,  and  that 

!  there  would  be  no  war. 

!      Mr  Haralson.  Mr.  Gentry,  of  Tcnn.,  and  Mr.  Dans, 

I  of  Miss.,  advocated  the  bill. 


r;tM;i^t::ircoiqu!ur^-;^- — '---^  r^-^T'  '"^  'Z- 

01  acnimoi  aiuai  s  'mitiee    proceeded    lo   vote  and    rejected   an   amend- 

ment to  reduce  the  I  wo  regiments  lo  one,  and  adopt- 
ed an  amendment  authorizing  Ihe  president  lo  have 
rt  of  the  two  regiments  mounted  or  dismounted 
rove  best. 
Mr.  ./.   Q    Mams,  nov   rose  and  moved  thai  the 
committee  rise,  his  object  being,  he  said,  lo  move  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vole  closing  the   debate  upon 
the  bill  before  Ihe  commitlee  this  day  at  3  o'clock. 
He  had  heard  ihat  an  important  message  had  been 
received  from  Ihe  president   in  the  senale,  and  de- 
sired that   Ihe  couiiniltee  should  act  in  reference  lo 
the  informalion  it  communicated. 
The  committee  rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 
WEDsnsDAT,  .March  25.     Military  it«.— .Mr.  J.  Q. 
Wains'  motion  to  reconsider  Ihe  vole  (closing  Ihe  do- 
^lj„,„  ...   r.,  I  u,::*!.  I  hate  unon   the  military   bill  at  3  o'clock  yesterday) 


Mr.  Ben-ien.  said  he  wished  the  senate  to  be  put  in  |  000;  passed  yeas  112,  nays  72.     For  the  '>^»"^'""'  I 
ssession  of  the  information,  and  would  afterwards    the  ,>iissi3sippi,   Missouri,   and  Arkansas,  $240,000;  | 


posse 


falls  S80  - '  bate  upon   the  mi 

'  was  laid  upon  the  taule. 

The  house,  on  molion  of  .Mr.  Brinktrhoff,  went  in- 
I  .1      ,',6  n  ;  to  commillee  of  the  whole, 

deeide  upon  Ihe  exjiediency  of  publishing  or  with-    passed  by  lib  yeas,  b7  nays.  .«,,  i,i(l /.j  rni<e  lico  li/I' reifimeiits  was  again  consi- 

holdingit.  .  I      The  bill    was  then  hnally  passed  the  house  by  110        r(«M(Morme^nc^^^^j^^^^^^ 

Mr.  fVestcott,  hoped   the  resolution   would  pass.—    yeas    lo  91   nays,      Ihe   tillc  being  then   ''';'"'••*"■■'.;'     ■|,„'.,|,  j(,  „gi^ers  shall  be  made  by   transfers 
The  inlurmation  would  be  as  safe  in  ihe  possesion  '  Paune  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  read  "an  act  making  ,  ^'"S  \''^V 
of  any  anu   every  member  of  the  senale  as  it  would  ,  ap,-,ropriatioi,s  for  wo.ks  ^^  J!'''7h'e'3s7thTn"ad.    Agrle    m  b;87  aye,  lo  50  nays  . 

Ihe  house  then  aa   |     b^^^  //,.ng-'er/orrf,  then  proposed  a  substitute  for  the 


iif  such  ns  are  m  the    present  army." 
„ber  of  the  senate  as  it  would  ,  ap,,ropriation3  for  wo.ks  of  inte--'  --nv.mcnt.-  .  o,  „.ou,o.,„.,,  of  such  m  in     p 

be  in  'that  of  ihe  committee,  or  Ihe  c:;etuuve  and  his    Rejected  by  81  yeas,  117  nays. 

secrelaries— and  it  was  proper  they  should  have  It  to  I  journed  till  Mon  lay.         .„„  I  ,,,hnVe  h'llVbv  autl-onzine  ihe  president  lo  increase 

guide  Ihc.r  action.  i      Monday,  March  23.     ««i''',«^»'''"7T^h'=  house  on    whok^ 

The   resolution   was   then  passed,  and  the  report ,  motion  of  Mr. /iarufso-.,  ol  Ga..  went   .nlo  commit      ''^  """'°""'P'„^„,h,r  not  exceedW^U,  according 
^         ■  dered  to   tee  of  the  whole,  and  look  up  the  bill  lor  raising  two     °6  "  ''Vc,      Mr    /i»u»(^.  further  proposed  their 

"•  reijirncnls  of  mounted  rilleuicn.        ,  l  lu  <.»i6v-"  ;• 


and  esliiudles  from  the  secretary  ot  war  ordered  to ; 
beprmted.  -''"':-^;*' V"?  '  I 


.ii' 


regu 
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enlistment  to  be  for  three  years  and  no  longer.  Mr. 
Hungtrford  accepted  the  further  anjendment. 

air.  ilungerford's  "ubslitutc  was  then  adopted  by 
85  yeas  to  74  nays. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  thus 
amended,  and  the  queatian  being  on  concurring  in 
the  proposed  substitute.  ,        ,       u  .• 

Mr.  McKay,  arose  and  spoke  in  favor  of  such  substi- 
tute. Ever  since  1891,  the  date  of  tlie  present  skel- 
eton army  organization,  we  had  kept  up  an  army  of 
officers  far  beyond  their  proper  proportion  of  private 
soldiers.  Tlie  presiilcnt  in  his  annual  messaee  had 
recommended  the  raising  of  one  regiment  of  mount- 
ed riflemen.  Mr.  McK.  thought  all  that  is  actually 
necesfan  is,  to  authorize  an  increase  of  the  rank 
and  file.  The  British  government  had  increased 
their  regiments  of  (rom  5  or  600,  their  peace  footing, 
to  10  or  1200,  their  war  fopling.  Mr.  McK.  now 
proposed  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill,  that  the  president 
be  authorised  to  fill  each  company  up  to  the  number 
of  100  men. 


Mr.  Harahnn.-l  have  gone  as  far  JS  1  feel  author-  i  in  the  event  of  such  a  collision,  they  would  be  indis" 
ised  to  go  under  the  communication  which  I  received  |  pensahle  for  ihe  maintenance  of  our  national   rights 

■' u;..„.  Quti  national  honor. 

I  have  seen  no  reason  to  change  or  modify  the  re 


The  question  being  on  Mr.  McKay's  proposition- 
Mr.  Himilson,  chairman  of  the  military  committee, 
arose  and    spoke  against    a  large  standing  army  and 
he  deemed  ihe  proposal  of  -Mr.  McKay  as  obnoxious 
to  such  objection.  i 

Mr.  Jihett,  enquired  if  any  information  had  been 
transmitted  to  the  military  committee,  which  author- 
izes its  chairman  to  say,  on  the  part  of  the  executive,  | 
that  there  is  any  desire  that  the  standing  army  should  | 
be  increased,  to  the  extent  provided  fur  in  either  of 
these  amendments. 

Mr.  //ai-oison,  replied  that  the  report  o!  "the  sec- 
retary of  war"  had  recommended  that  authority  be 
given  to  the  president  contingently  to  increase  the 
standmg  army;  but  that  recommendation  had  refer- 
ence cniirely  to  a  peace  establishment. 

Mr- Rhett.— I  umlerstand,  then,  Ihe  chairman  to 
jay  he  has  no  information  other  than  that  communi 
cated  in  the  documents  with  the  annual  message. 

Mr.  Hurulson—^o,  sir,  1  do  not  say  any  such 
thing  On  the  contrary,  more  than  a  month  ago,  the 
ci>n>i:iittee  on  military  atlaiis  reported  a  hill  to  au- 
thorize the  president  to  accept  the  services  of 

■volunteers  to  meet  the  contingencies  of  a  probable 
difficulty,  and  the  tilling  of  such  blank  to  be  depen- 
dent en  the  contingencies.  That  bill  was  reported 
to  supercede  the  necessity  of  any  increase  of  the 
standing  army. 

iNlr.  G.  Davii  — Will  the  honorable  gentleman  in- 
form me  (for  I  do  not  know)  whether  he  has  receiv 
ed  any  specific  recoramendalion  of  an  increase  in  the 
army  from  the  executive  department,  and,  if  so, 
what  the  amount  of  that  increase  is> 

Mr.  Haralfon.—l  will  answer  the  gentleman.  On 
the  31st  of  December  list,  I  did  receive  a  communi- 
cation from  the  secretary  of  war  in  relation  to  the 
eubiecl  on  which  he  asks  for  informatn.n.  That  cura- 
Diunicalion  was  accompanied  with  estim.,tes  and 
facts  in  relation  to  the  defences  of  the  country,  the 
Dublication  of  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  (and  in  that  opinion  1  concur,)  would  be  de- 
trimental to  the  public  interests. 

Mr  G.  Dai'is  —My  question  is  this:  What  speciac 
increase  of  the  army,  with  reference  to  corps  or 
number^   does  the  executive  ask  Irom  congress.' 

Wr  iJarnkon.— When  the  bill  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  report  to  the  house  shall  be  taken  up  for 
action,  gentlemen  will  be  informed  as  to  the  number 
of  men  required  to  fill  tne  ranks. 

Mr  U.  JMtiis.— Still,  that  is  not  my  question.  1 
do  not  ask  what  particular  increase  the  committee 
on  military  aflairs  propose  should  be  made.  1  ask 
what  particular  increase  in  the  corps,  or  the  number 
Of  men,  the  executive  has  asked  Irom  congres-.' 
Mr  Haralson.— in  the  regular  armj.> 
Mr  Kurt  —Before  the  gentleman  answers  the  in- 
terrogatory of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Daiiis  1  1  desire  to  ask  him  a  question.  1  ask  l.ini 
whether  the  communication  made  to  him  by  the  sec- 
retary of  war  was  not  of  a  confidential  nature;  and 
whether  he  will  feel  himself  at  liberty  now  to  ilis 
close  any  of  the  facts  contained  in  il.' 

Mr  Haralson.- 1  will  slate  candidly  to  the  gentle- 
man, (though  he  19  a  ajemberof  the  commitice  on  i 
military  affairs,  and  kno>v»  the  facts  as  well  as  I  do,) 
that  the  coinmunicaliont  received,  and  which  were 
laid  before  the  committee,  were  of  a  conlideulial  na- 
ture and  that  they  did  disclose  lacls  in  relation  to 
the  defences  of  the  counti  j  which  it  was  thought  by 
the  secretary  of  war,  as  well  as  by  the  heads  of  bu- 
reaus, who  made  accompanyius  reports,  that  their 
publication  would  be  delnmenlal  to  the  public  inter- 

"ftir  f>'.  nurij —Will  the  honorable  chairman  al- 
low mo  one  word?  1  rise  to  inquire  whether  the 
number  of  mcn-the  amount  of  increase  ,u  the  army 
asked  lor  by  the  exeeutive-is  a  confidential  fact  re- 
posed in  tbo  discretion  and  confidence  of  the  cominit- 
l».e  OP  uii'itarj  «lfairi. 


from  the  secretary  of  war  on  the  subjfict 

A  m<'tion  fur  the  previous  question  was  now  se- 
conded br  a  vote  of  74  to  63- 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  McKay  was  rejected  by  a 
vnte  of  ICi  to  7fi,  and  Ihe  amendment  of  Mr.  Han- 
gnford  (raising  each  company  to  eighty  men,  if  Ihe 
president  thought  proper  to  do  so,  and  to  enlist  the 
new  troops  for  three  years)  was  agreed  to  by  a  vote 
of  112  to  79. 

Mr.  McDowell,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  ta- 
ble. Lost  by  a  vote  of  149  to  32  The  bill  was 
then  passed,  164  to  15.  Il  adds  2,900  men  to  the 
army. 

The  house  again  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  upon  the  bill  for  making  appropriations  lor 
deficiencies  in  former  bills. 

A  debate  arose  between  Messrs.  Payne,  of  Ala., 
Eviing.  of  Pa.,  and  Winthrop,  of  Mass.,  and  the  com- 
mittee rose  without  action  on  the  bill  or  amend- 
ments, and  the  house  a':journed. 


PRESIDENT'S    MESSAGE. 


To  Ihe  Senate  of  Ihe   United  Slates: 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  senate,  contained 
in  their  resolution  of  the  17'.h  instant,  whether,  in 
my  "judgment,  any  circumstances  connected  with, 
or  growing  out  of,  the  foreign  relations  of  this  coun- 
try, require  at  this  time  an  increase  of  our  naval  or 
military  force;"  and,  if  so,  "what  those  circumstan- 
ces are."  I  have  to  express  the  opinion,  that  a  wise 
precaution  demands  such  increase. 

In  my  annual  message  of  the  2d  of  December  last, 
1  recommended  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
congress  an  increase  of  our  naval  force,  especially 
of  our  steam  navy,  and  the  raising  of  an  adequate 
military  force  to  guard  and  protect  such  ot  our  citi- 
zens as  might  think  proper  to  emigrate  to  Oregon. — 
Since  that  period  1  have  seen  no  cause  to  recall  or 
modify  these  recommendations.  On  the  contrary, 
reasons  exist  which,  in  my  judgment,  render  it  pro- 
per not  only  that  they  should  be  promptly  carried 
into  effect,  but  that  additional  provision  should  be 
made  for  the  public  defence. 

The  consideration  of  such  additional  provision 
was  brought  before  appropriate  committees  of  the 
two  houses  of  congress,  in  an-wer  to  calls  made  by 
them,  in  reports  prepared,  by  my  sanction,  by  the 
secretary  of  war  and  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  on 
the  29th  of  December  and  the  8th  of  January  last; 
a  mode  of  communication  with  congress  not  unusual, 
and,  under  existing  circumstances,  believed  to  be 
most  eligible.  Subsequent  events  have  confirmed  me 
in  the  opinion  that  these  recommendations  were  pro- 
per as  precautionary  measures. 

It  was  a  H  ise  maxim  of  the  father  of  his  country, 
that  "to  be  prepared  for  war,  is  one  of  the  most 
efficient  means  of  preserving  peace;"  and  that, 
"avoiding  occasions  of  expense  by  cultivating  peace," 
we  should  "remember,  also,  that  timely  disburse- 
ments to  prepore  fur  danger  frequently  prevent 
much  greater  disbursements  tu  repel  it."  The  ge- 
neral obligation  to  perform  this  duly  is  greatly 
strengthened  by  facts  known  to  the  whole  world.  A 
controversy  respecting  the  Oregon  territory  now  ex- 
ists between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain;  and 
while,  as  far  as  we  know,  the  relations  of  the  latter 
with  all  European  oilions  arc  of  the  most  pacific 
character,  she  is  making  unu-ual  and  extraordinary 
armaments  and  warlike  preparations,  naval  and  mi- 
litary, both  at  home  and  in  her  North  American 
possessions. 

It  cannot  be  disguised  that,  hoNvever  sincere  may 
be  the   desire   of  peace,  in    the  event  of  a  rupture 


X    lia*C  strcii    iiu   I  caswii    ,"  v.-u.-^v.  .-.    ... j 

commendations  of  my  annual  message  in  regard  to 
the  Oregon  question.  The  notice  to  abrogate  the 
treaty  of  the  6ih  August,  1827,  is  authorised  hy  the 
treaty  itself,  and  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  warlike 
measure;  and  I  cannot  withhold  my  strong  conviction 
that  it  should  he  promptly  (riven.  The  other  recom- 
nrjendalions  are  in  conformitv  wilh  the  existieg  trea- 
ty, and  would  afford  to  American  citizens  m  Oregon 
'  no  more  than  the  same  measure  of  protection  which 
has  long  since  been  extended  to  British  subjects  in 
that  territory. 

The  state  of  our  relations  with  Mexico  is  still  in 
an  unsettled  condition.  Since  the  meeting  of  con^ 
gress  another  revolution  has  taken  place  in  that 
country,  by  which  the  government  has  passed  into 
the  hands  of  new  rulers.  This  event  has  procrasti- 
nated, and  may  possibly  defeat,  Ihe  settlement  of  the 
differences  between  the  United  States  and  that  coun- 
try. The  minister  of  the  United  Stales  to  Mexico, 
at  the  date  of  the  last  advices,  had  not  been  received 
by  the  existing  authorities.  Demonstrations  of  a 
character  hostile  to  the  United  States  continue  to  be 
made  in  Mexico,  which  has  rendered  it  proper,  in 
my  judgment,  to  keep  nearly  two-thirds  of  our  army 
on  our  southwestern  frontier.  In  doing  this,  many 
of  Ihe  regular  military  posts  have  been  reduced  to  a 
small  force,  inadequate  to  their  defence  should  an 
emergency  ari-e. 

In  view  of  these  "circumstances,"  it  is  my  "judg- 
ment'" that  "an  increase  of  our  naval  and  military 
force  is  at  tiiis  time  required,"  to  place  the  country 
in  a  suitable  state  of  defence.  At  the  same  time,  it 
is  my  settled  purpose  to  pursue  such  a  course  of 
policy  as  may  be  best  calculated  to  preserve,  both 
with  Great  Britain  and  Mexico,  an  honorable 
peace;  which  nothing  will  so  effectually  piomote 
as  unanimity  in  our  councils,  and  a  firm  mainten- 
ance of  our  just  rights. 

^  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  March  24,  1846. 


CONSTITUTION 

of  the 

STATE     OF     TEXAS. 


As  it  is  probable  that  both  seiinfors  Irom  the  new 
state  of  Texas,  will  be  on  during  the  present 
or  ensuing  week  to  take  their  seats  in  the  United 
Slates  congress,  by  way  of  evincing  our  cordial 
welcome  to  tlie  new  member  of  the  republic  ,  we 
embrace  the  occasion  as  appropriate  for  publishing 
in  full  the  conslitulion  which  has  been  adopted  by 
the  people  of  Texas,  and  which  now  constitutes  the 
state  government. 

We  the  people  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  acknow- 
ledging with  gratitude  the  grace  and  beneficence 
of  God,  permitting  us  to  make  a  choice  of  our 
form  of  government — do,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  joint  resolutions  for  annex- 
ing Texas  to  the  United  States,  approved,  March 
first,  one  thousand  eight  hundicd  and  forty-five, 
ordain  and  establish  this  constitution. 

ARTICLE    FIRST. 

Bill  of  Rights. 
That  the    general,  great,  and  essential  principles  of 

liberty   and  free   government  may    be  recognized 

and  established,  we  declare  that — 

Section  1.  All  political  power  is  inherent  in  the 
people,  and  all  free  governments  are  founded  on  their 
authority,  and  instituted  for  their  benefil;  and  they 
have  at  all  times  the   unalienable   right  to  alter,  re- 


ly announced,  in  the  speech  from  the  throne,  as  late 
as  January  last,  and  has  since  been  reiterated  by  Ihe 
minister  of  the  crown  in  both  houses  of  parliament. 
Under  this  aspect  of  our  relations  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, I  cannot  doubt  the  propriety  of  increasing  our 
means  of  defence,  both  by  land  and  sea.  This  can 
give  Great  Britain  no  cause  of  offence,  nor  increase 
the  danger  of  a  rupture.  If,  on  the  contrary,  we 
aliould  fold  uur  arms  in  security,  and  at  last  be  sud- 
denly involved  in  hostilities  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  just  rights,  without  any  adequate  preparation, 
our  responsiliility  tu  the  country  would  be  of  the 
gravest  character.  Should  collision  between  the  two 
countries  be  avoided,  as  I  sincerely  trust  it  may  be, 


Sec.  3.  No  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required 
as  a  qualification  to  any  ofiicc  or  public  trust  in  this 
state. 

Sec.  4.  All  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible 
right  to  worship  God  according  tu  the  dictates  of 
their  own  consciemes,  no  man  shall  be  compelled 
to  attend,  erect,  or  support  any  place  of  worship,  or 
to  maintain  any  ministry  against  his  conseni;  no 
human  authority  ouahl,  in  any  case  whatever,  to 
control  or  interfere  wilh  the  rights  of  conscience,  in 
matters  of  religion,  and  no  pielerence  shall  ever  be 
given  by  law  ti'  any  religiuis  societies  or  modes  of 
worship.  But  II  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature 
to  pass  such  laws  as  shall   be  necessary   to   protect 


countries  be  avoided,  as  I  sincerely  trust  it  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  shall  be  necessary  to  protect 
the  additional  charge  upon  the  treasury,  in  making  every  religious  denomination  in  the  peaceable  enju  y- 
the  necessary  jirBparations,  will   not   bo  k>3t;  while,  |  mcnt  of  their  om  n  mode  of  public  worship- 
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Sec.  5.  Every  citizen  shall  be  at  liberty  to  speak, 
write  or  publish  his  opinions  on  any  siibjerl,  being 
rcsi'onsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  privilege;  and  no 
law  shall  -^ver  be  passed,  curlailint;  the  liberty  of 
speech  or  of  the  press. 

Sec.  6-  In  prosecutions  for  the  publir:ition  of  pa- 
pers investigating  til e  official  conduct  ofnificers  or  men 
in  a  public  capacity,  or  \vbere  the  matter  published 
is  proper  for  public  iiilormalioii,  the  truth  thereof 
may  be  given  in  evidence.  And  in  all  indictments  for 
libels,  the  jury  shall  have  a  right  to  dcteiniine  the 
law  and  the  facts,  under  the  direction  of  the  court  as 
in  other  cases. 

Sec.  7.  The  people  shall  be  secure  in  Ihcir  per- 
sons, houses,  papers,  and  possessions,  from  all  un- 
reasonable seizures  or  searches,  and  no  warrant  to 
search  any  place,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  thing, 
shall  issue  without  describing  them  as  near  as  may 
be;  nor  without  probable  cause  supported  by  oath  or 
affirmation. 

Sec  8.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused 
shall  have  a  speedy  public  trial,  by  an  impartial 
jury;  he  shall  not  be  compelled  to  give  evidence 
against  himself;  he  shall  have  the  right  of  being 
beard  by  himself  or  counsel  or  both;  shall  be  con- 
fronted with  the  witne.-ses  ai;aiii^t  him,  and  shall 
have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  vviiiiis.*' 3  in 
his  lavor;  and  no  person  shall  be  holjen  to  answer 
for  any  crin.ina  .'harge,  but  on  indictment  or  infor 
maticn,  exrcrt  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval 
forces,  or  od'euces  against  the  laws  regulating  the 
militia. 

Sec.  D.  All  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient 
sureties  unless  for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof 
is  evidci.t  or  the  presumption  great,  but  this  provi- 
sion shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prohibit  bail 
after  indictment  found,  upon  an  examination  of  the 
evidence  by  a  judge  of  the  supreme  or  district 
court,  upon  the  return  of  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus, returnable  in  the  county  where  the  ofienee  is 
committed. 

Sec  10.  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  except  when  in  case 
of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safely  may  re- 
quire it. 

Sec  11.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor 
excessive  fines  be  imposed,  nor  cruel  or  unusual  pun- 
ishment inflicted.  All  courts  shall  be  open;and  every 
person,  for  an  injury  done  him,  in  his  lands,  goods, 
person,  or  reputation,  shall  have  remedy  by  due 
course  of  law. 

Sec.  12.  No  person  for  the  same  offence  shall 
be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb,  nor  shall  a 
person  again  be  put  upon  trial  for  the  same  of- 
fence, afti.r  a  verdict  of  not  guilty;  and  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate. 

Sec  13.  Every  citizen  shall  have  the  right  to  keep 
and  bear  arms  in  the  lawful  defence  of  himself  and 
the  slate. 

Sec.  14.  No  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post  facto  law, 
relroaclive  law  impairing  the  obligstioiis  of  con 
tracts,  shall  be  made;  and  no  person's  propeily  slia  11 
be  taken  or  applied  to  public  use,  without  adequate 
compensation  being  made,  unles  by  the  consent  of 
such  person. 

Sec.  15.  No  person  shall  ever  be  imprisoned  for 
debt. 

Sec  16-  No  citizen  of  this  stale  shall  be  deprived 
of  life,  liberty,  property,  or  privileges,  outlawed,  ex- 
iled, or  in  any  manner  disfranchised,  except  by  due 
course  ol  the  law  of  the  land. 

Sec  17.  The  military  shall  at  all  times  be  subor- 
dinate to  the  civil  authority. 

Sec  18.  Perpetuities  and  monopolies  are  contra- 
ry to  the  genius  of  a  free  government,  and  shall 
never  be  allowed;  nor  sh^ll  the  law  of  primogeniture 
or  entailments  ever  be  in  force  in  this  state. 

Sec  19.  The  citizens  shall  have  ihe  right,  in  a 
peaceable  manner,  to  assemble  together  for  their 
common  good,  and  to  apply  to  those  invested  with  the 
powers  of  government  for  redress  of  grievanees, 
or  other  purposes,  by  petition,  address,  or  remon- 
strance- 

Sec  20.  No  power  of  suspending  laws  in  this  state 
shall  be  exercised,  except  by  the  legislature  or  its 
authority. 

Sec  21.  To  guard  against  transgressions  of  the 
high  powers  herein  delegated,  we  declare  that  every- 
thing in  this  "bill  of  rights"  is  excepted  out  of  the 
general  powers  of  government,  and  shall  forever  re- 
main inviolate;  and  all  laws  contrary  thereto,  or  to 
the  following  provision,  shall  be  void. 

ARTICLE    SECOND. 

Section  1.  The  powers  of  Ihe  government  of  Ihe 
Stale  of  Texas  shall  be  divided  into  three  distinct 
departments,  and  each  of  them  be  confided  to  a  se- 
parate body  of  magistracy,  to  wit:  tlio-e  which  are 
legislative,  to  one;  those  which  are  executive,  to 
another;  and  those  which  are  judicial  to  another; 
and  no  person  or  collection  of  persons,  being  of  one 


of  those  departments,  shall  exerrise  any  power  pro- 
perly ailaehed  to  either  "f  the  others,  except  in  the 
instances  herein  expressly  permitted. 

ARTICLE     THIRT). 

L'f^istative  Dcpartm'vt. 

SEcriOM  1.  Ever\  free  male  per-on  who  shall 
have  a'tained  the  age  of  twettiv  one  jears.  and  who 
-hall  be  a  citizen  of  the  (liiiled  Slates,  or  who  is  al 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  conslilution  by  Ihe 
congress  of  the  United  Slates,  a  citizen  of  the  re- 
public of  Texas,  and  shall  have  resided  in  this  state 
one  year  next  ,  recedinj  an  election,  and  the  last  six 
months  within  the  district,  county,  city,  or  town  in 
which  he  offers  to  vole,  (Indians  not  taxed,  African-^ 
and  descendants  of  Africans  excejited)  shall  be 
deemed  a  qualified  elector,  and  should  such  qualitied 
elector  happen  to  be  in  any  other  county  situated  in 
Ihe  district  in  which  he  resides  at  the  time  of  an 
election,  he  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  for  any  district 
officer;  provided,  that  the  qualitied  electors  shall  be 
permitted  to  vole  any  v\  here  in  the  state  for  slate  offi- 
cers; and  provided,  further,  that  no  siddier.  seaman, 
or  marine,  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  U.  Stales  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  election  created  by  this 
conslitulion. 

Sec  2.  All  free  male  persons  over  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  (Indians  not  taxed.  Africans  and 
descendants  of  Africans  excepted,)  who  shall  have 
resided  six  months  in  Texas,  immediately  preced- 
ing the  acceptance  of  this  cnnstitutmn  by  the  con- 
gress of  Ihe  United  Slates,  shall  he  deemed  qualified 
electors. 

Sec  3.  Electors  in  all  cases,  shall  be  privileg- 
ed from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at  elections 
and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  Ihe  same,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the 
peace. 

Sec.  4.  The  legislative  powers  of  this  state, 
shall  be  vested  in  two  distinct  branches:  the  one 
to  he  s'yled  the  senate,  and  the  other  the  house  of 
representatives,  and  both  together  the  "legi'la 
ture  of  the  Stale  of  Texas.  The  slyle  of  laws  shall 
be,  "He  it  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Texas." 

Sec.  5.  The  members  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  electors,  and 
their  term  of  office  shall  be  two  years  from  the  day 
of  the  general  election;  and  the  sessions  of  the  legis- 
lature shall  be  biennial,  al  such  limes  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Sec  6.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative,  un- 
less he  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  or  al  the 
lime  of  the  adoption  of  this  conslitulion,  a  citizen  of 
the  republic  of  Texas,  and  shrill  have  been  an  inha- 
bilant  of  this  stale  two  yeais  next  preceding  hi« 
election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  a  citizen  of  the 
county,  city,  or  town  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen, 
and  shall  have  allaineil  Ihe  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
at  the  lin.e  of  his  election. 

Sec.  7.  All  elections  by  Ihe  people  shall  be  held 
al  such  time  and  places,  in  tlie  several  counties,  ' 
cities,  or  towns,  as  are  now,  or  may  hereiifter  be  de- ! 
signaled  by  law.  | 

Sec  8.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  by  qualified  \ 
electors    for    the    term    of  four   years;  and  shall  be  I 
divided  by  lot  into  two  classes  as  nearly  equal  as  can 
be.     The   seals    of  senators    of  the    first  class  shall 
be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  two  years;  1 
and  of  the  second  class  al  the  expiration  of  four  years; 
so  that  one  half  thereof  shall    be  chosen    biennially 
thereafter. 

Sec  9.  Such  mode  of  classifying  new  addition- 
al senators,  shall  be  observed  as  will  as  nearly  as  i 
possible  preserve  an  equality  of  numbers  in  each 
class. 

Sec  10.  When  a  senatorial  district  shall  be 
coil  posed  of  two  or  nmre  counties  it  shall  not  be 
separated  by  any  county  belonging  to  another  dis- 
trict. 

Sec  11  No  person  shall  be  a  senator,  unless  he 
be  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  or  at  the  lime  of 
Ihe  aeceplance  of  this  consliiulion  by  Ihe  congress  of 
the  I'nited  Siales,  a  cilizen  of  the  republic  of  Tex- 
as; and  shall  have  been  an  iiihabilanl  of  this  slate 
three  years  next  preceding  the  eleriion;  and  Ihe  last 
year  thereof  a  resident  of  the  disinct  fur  u  hich  he 
shall  be  chosen,  and  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty 
years. 

Sec  12.  The  house  of  representatives,  when  as- 
sembled, shall  choose  a  speaker  and  its  other  officers, 
and  Ihe  senate  shall  choose  a  president  for  the  tune 
being  and  its  other  officers.  EicN  house  shall  judge 
of  Ihe  qualifiealiuns  and  elections  of  lis  own  mem- 
bers, bill  contested  elections  shall  be  determined  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law :  Two-thirds 
of  each  house  -hall  constitute  a  qmirum  lo  do  busi- 
ness, but  a  smaller  number  may  udjonrii  from  day  to 
day,  and  comptM  the  allemiaiice  ol  absent  nicmbcrs, 
in  tu'  h  ma  nrr.  and  under  t'jch  penalties  as  each 
house  may  provide 


Sbc.  13.  Each  house  may  determine  Ihe  rules 
of  its  own  proceedings,  punish  members  fordisoi^ 
derly  conduct,  and  with  Ihe  consent  of  two-thirds, 
expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  lime  for  the  same 
offence. 

Src  14.  Each  lunisc  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its 
own  proceedings,  and  publish  the  same;  and  Ihe  jeaj 
and  nays  of  the  mr  mbers  of  either  hmiae,  on  any 
queslion,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  three  members 
present,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

Sec  15  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house, 
the  governor,  or  ihe  person  exerrising  the  poner  of 
Ihe  governor,  shall  issue  writs  of  election  lo  fill  such 
vacancies. 

Sec  Ifi.  Senator*  and  reprcscnlatives  shall  in  all 
cases,  except  in  treason,  felony  or  breach  of  the 
peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  dnrin-  the  se-smn 
of  Ihe  le;<islaliire,and  in  going  lo  and  reluming  from 
the  same,  allnwing  iin^!  day  for  every  twenty  miles 
such  member  may  reside  from  the  place  at  which  the 
legislature  is  convened. 

Sec  17.  Each  house  may  punish  by  imprisonment 
during  the  session,  any  person  not  a  niemher,  for 
disrespectful  or  disorderly  conduct,  in  its  pre'-eiice;  or 
for  .b-li  ucliin;  miy  of  iis  proceedini;s:  pr  jvided  such 
imrri-^nnmenl  shall  not  at  any  one  lime  exceed  forty- 
eight  liours. 

Sec  18.  The  doors  of  each  house  shall  he  kepi 
open. 

Sec  19.  Neither  house  shall  without  Ihe  consent 
of  the  other,  adjunrn  for  more  than  three  days;  nor 
lo  any  olher  place  than  that  in  which  lliey  may  be 
sitting  without  the  concurrence  of  both  houses. 

Sec  20.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house,  and 
be  amended,  altered  or  rejected  by  the  other;  but  no 
bill  shall  have  the  force  of  law,  until  on  three  seve- 
ral days  it  be  read  in  each  house,  and  free  discussion 
be  allowed  Iherenn,  unless  in  case  of  great  emer-en- 
cy,  four-fifths  of  the  house  in  which  the  bill  shall  be 
pending,  may  deem  it  expedient  lodispense  with  this 
rule;  and  every  bill  having  pa-sed  both  houses  shall 
be  signed  by  Ihe  speaker  and  president  of  llieir  re- 
speclivc  houses. 

Sec  21.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  origi- 
nate in  Ihe  house  of  representatives,  but  the  senate 
may  amend  or  reject  them  as  olher  bills. 

Sec  22.  After  a  bill  or  resolution  has  been  re- 
jected by  either  branch  of  Ihe  legislature,  no  bill  or 
resolution  containing  the  same  substance  shall  b« 
parsed  into  a  Ijw  during  the  same  session. 

Sec.  23.  Each  niemher  of  the  legislature  shall  re- 
ceive from  ihe  puhlj;  treasury,  a  compensation  for 
his  services,  which 'Anay  be  increased  or  diminished 
by  law;  but  no  increase  of  compensation  shall  take 
effect  during  the  session  at  which  such  increase  shall 
be  made. 

Sec  24.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  du- 
ring the  term  for  which  he  may  be  elected,  be'  eli- 
gible lo  any  civil  office  of  profit  under  this  slate, 
which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emohimentsof 
which  may  have  been  increased  during  «uch  term; 
and  no  member  of  either  hoine  of  the  legislature' 
shall,  during  the  term  for  which  he  is  elected,  be 
eligible  lo  any  office  or  place.  Hie  appoinlnienl  lo 
which  may  be  made  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  either 
branch  of  Ihe  legislature,  nor  shall  the  members 
thereof  be  capable  of  voting  for  a  member  of  their 
own  body,  for  any  office  whatever,  except  it  be  in 
such  cases  as  are  herein  provided.  The  president 
for  the  time  being  of  the  senate,  and  speaker  of  Ihe 
house  of  representatives,  shall  be  elected  from  their 
respective  bodies. 

Sec  25.  No  judge  of  any  court  of  law  or  equily, 
secretary  ol  slate,  attorney  general,  clerk,  of  any 
court  of  records,  sheriff,  or  collector,  or  any  person 
holding  a  lucrative  office  under  the  United  Stales,  or 
this  stale,  or  any  foreign  governmeni,  shall  be  eligi- 
ble to  Ihe  legislalHi  e,  nor  shall  at  the  same  lime  hold 
or  exercise  any  two  offices,  agencies,  or  appoinliiients 
of  trust  or  profit  under  this  slate:  Pioiidcd,  That 
offices  of  Ihe  militia,  to  which  there  is  atlached  no 
annual  salary,  or  Ihe  office  of  ihe  justice  of  the  peace, 
shall  not  l)e  deemed   lucrative. 

Sec.  26  N.i  person  who  at  any  time  may  have 
been  a  collect. ir  of  taxes,  or  who  may  have  been 
otherwise  enlriisled  with  pulilic  money,  shall  be  eli- 
gible lo  the  legislature,  or  to  any  office  of  profit  or 
trust  under  the  slate  government,  until  he  shall  have 
obtained  a  discharge  lor  Ihe  amount  of  such  collee- 
tions,  and  for  all  public  moneys  with  which  he  may 
have  been  entrusted. 

Sec  27.  Ministers  of  the  gospel,  being  by  their 
profession  <ledicaied  to  Gi<l,  and  the  care  of  so.ils, 
ought  not  lo  be  diverted  Irom  the  great  duties  ol 
their  funclicm-;  therefore,  no  minister  of  Ihe  g  'spel, 
or  priest  of  any  denominaliun  whatever,  shall  be 
eligible  lo  the  legislature 

Sec  28  Elections  for  senators  and  represenlative 
shall  ue  general  Ihroughuut  the  alale,  aud  shall  be 
regulated  by  law.  ■  .  ■>.„..- 
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Sec.  29.  The  legislature  shall  at  iheir  first  meet-  I  number  of  votes  given  in,  then  the  governor  shall  issue 
ing,  and  in  the  ye.ir  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ami  his  proclamation  for  an  elertioii  to  be  holden  in  the 
forty-light,  arid  fifty,  and  every  eight  jears  there  -ame  mamier  on  the  l*t  Mun 'ay  in  Omober,  oii«  thou 
after,  cause  an  enumeraiion    to    be    made  of  all  the  |  ~,ind  vight  hundred  and  fifiy,  between  the  two  pi, ices 


higliest  number  of  votes  at  the  ft 
tion.  The  election  shall  be  conducted  in  llie  samt; 
manner  as  at  the  first,  and  the  returns  innile  to  the 
governor  and  the  place  having  the  highest  nutnber 
of  votes  shall  he  Ihe  seat  of  govcriiuiunl  for  the  tune 
K-'ieiu  before  provided, 

ARTICLE    FOURTH. 

Jitdicifd    Di-p.ivhnenl. 
Tiie  jicliei.il    power   of  this    state, 
I    in   one   supreme    court,  in  disincl 
iin'h    inferior    courts,  as    the  legisla- 
tiiiie   to   time  ordain   and   estatilish, 


Section  I 

all    be    vesi 

urts,  and  in 

lure  auiy  \'r\y 


free  inhabitants  (Indians  nnl  taxed.  Africans  and  de-  I  ha 
Eceiidanis  o(  Africans  es'-epled,)  of  the  slate,  desig. 
nating  particularly  the  number  of  qualified  electors; 
and  the  whole  number  of  representatives  shnll,  at 
the  periods  of  making  such  enumeration,  he  fixed,  by 
the  legislature,  and  apportioned  ainon:;  ilie  severa 
cuuiiiies,  cities,  or  towns,  according  lo  the  number 
of  free  popublion  In  ea<  li;  and  shall  not  be  less  than 
fort;  five,  nor  more  than  ninety. 

Sec.  3().  Uniil  after  the  fir>l  enuiner.ition  and  ap- 
puiiioiimrnt  under  tl  is  conscilution,  the  foilovvini 
shall  be  tiieapportioiimentof  representatives  aoiongsl 
the  several  counties,  viz; 

The  county  ol  Mmigomery  shall  elect  fiur  re- 
preseiil;ilives;  Ihi'  ci.unlies  of  Red  River,  Harrison, 
Nacogdoches,  HJl■rl^,  and  Washington,  shjil  elect 
three  representatives  each;  the  counties  of  Fan-  | 
nin,  Lamar,  Bowie,  Shelby,  San  Augustine,  Ru-k, 
Houston,  S.ibine,  Libcrly,  lioberl^on,  Galvestun, 
Brazoria,  Fayette,  Colorado,  Austin,  Gonziles, 
and  Bexar,  two  representatives  each;  tlie  counties 
of  Julieison,  Jasper,  Brazis,  iMilam,  Bislrop,  Tra- 
vis, MalagorUa,  Jackson,  Fort  Bi>nd,  Victoria,  Re- 
fugio, Goliad,  and  San  Patrico,  one  representative 
each. 

Sec  31.  The  whole  number  of  senators  shall  at 
the  next  ^essinn  alter  the  several  periods  of  ranking  I  scribed  by  law,  may  issue  "writs  of  mandainu  ,  „..„ 
llie  enumeraii.in,  lie  fixed  by  Ihe  legi-laiiire  and  ap-  ]  such  other  writs  as  shall  be  nei-e'sary  to  enforce  its 
pjiu.med  among  the  several  districts  lo  beesidblish-  o.vn  jurisdiction;  and  also  to  compel  a  judge  of 
ed  by  lav,  according  to  the  number  of  qualified  I  the  district  court  to  proceed  to  trial  and  judgment  in 
"■■""" "    ''     ' '      ■  '        ause;  and  the  supreme  court  sliall  hold  Its  ses-ions 


punishment  to  he  inflicted,  or  fine  imposed;  except  in 
capital  cases,  and  vvhere  llie  punishment  or  fine  im- 
posHil  shall  h-  sperifi':.llv   imposed  h)  law. 

Sec  U.  There  shnll  be  a  rl^rk  .if  Ihe  disiri'^t 
court  for  each  coiinlv,  who  shall  he  ele.ied  by  the 
qualified  voters  for  members  of  the  legislature,  and 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  four  years,  subject  to 
removal  by  informilion,  or  by  presentment  of  a 
grjrid  jury,  and  couvicii.m  of  a  petit  jury.  In  case 
of  vacancy,  the  j  ,ilge  of  t'.e  dislricl  shall  have  the 
po.ver  lo  appoiiii  a  clerk  until  a  regular  election  can 
ne  held. 

Sec.  12.  The  govfunor  shall  mmiinale,  and  by 
an  I  wiih  Ihe  advice  and  consent  of  two  tliiids  ol  the 
senate,  appoint  an  attorney  geneial,  who  shall  hold 
his  offi.'e  for  two  years,  and  there  sli.ill  b  ■  elected 
by  joint,  vote  of  hoih  houses  of  the  legislature,  a 
disincl  attorney  for  each  district,  who  shall  hold  bis 
ortice  for  two  years;  and  the  duties,  salaries,  and  per- 


and  such  jurisdiction    may    be  vested  in  corporatio 

courts,  as  m.iy    be  deemed  necessary,  and  bedi 

ed  hy  law. 

Sec    2.  The  supreme  court  shall  consits  of  a  chief  i  quisihes  of  the  attorney   general,  and  district  attor 

justice  and    two   associates,  any  two  of  whom  shall  |  neys,  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

ibrm  a  quorum.  a„„    lo    ti.  u    n  i_  •    .    i  r  l 

o„„    .,    .p.  .     I.   11   u  i>  .  ''^'^    '^-    J  here  shal  be  appointed  for  each  county. 

Sec.  J.    Ihe  supreme  court   shall   have  appelate  U  ^nncMr,i»r>f    „„„.h.„    ,r  ;  .,  „         .  .i  ■' 

; J     ,;  I         u-  u    u    II    L  .  .     "^  convenient    nunioer   ol   lusi  ces   o    the  peace,  one 

jurisdiction  only,  which  shall   be  co-exlensive  with  'hpr.ff  r.nu  ,„....„„  .     .1  x  ■     ,      ""=1  "=">-=•  """= 

-      ■'  .  ■■n'ria,  one  coroner,  and  a  suoicient  number  of  con- 

"'*,"'^'^.^='"'l   I"  i  stables,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  two  vears,  to 

',',."hTJ,l"i'"'     ''  ,r^    T    l^«    ^'«<='«''    ^1    'he   qualified    voters    of  the  distHct 

thereof,  shall  have  po.ver  lo  issue  the  writof  habeas  ,  ed  by  the  governor.   The  sheriff  sh 
pus,  and  under  such    regulations    as   may  be  pre-  ^ 


of  It 
appeals    from 
exceptions  and  under 


lale,  but  in 


electoia,  and  shall  never   be  less   than  ni 
more  than  thirty-one. 

Sec.  32  Until  the  first  enumeration,  as  provided 
for  by  1I115  constitution,  the  senatorial  districts  shall 
be  as  follows,  to  wit:  The  counties  of  Fannin  and 
Lamar,  shall  constitute  the  first  district,  and  elect 
one  senator;  the  counties  of  Red  River  and  Bowie, 
the  second  district,  and  elect  one  senator,  the  conn- 
ties  ol  Fannin,  Lamar,  Red  River,  and  13owie,  con- 
joinlly,  sliall  elect  one  senator;  the  county  of  Har- 
rison, the  third  disirict,  shall  elect  one  senator;  Ihe 
counties    ol   Nacogdoches,  Rusk,  and    Houston,  the 


M  he 
by  the  governor.   The  sheriff  shall  not  be  eligible 
more  than  lour  years  in  every  six. 

Sec  14.  No  judge  shall  sit  in  any  case  wherein 
he  may  be  interested,  or  where  enher  of  llie  parties 
may  be  connecled  with  him  by  affinity  or  consangu- 
inity, wiihin  such  degrees  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
once  every  year,  between  the  months  of  October  and  1  '""'  "''  "'^'^''^  ^^  ^''a"  'la^e  been  of  counsel  in  the 
June  inclusive,  at  not  more  than  three  places  in  ihe  '^■^^'•^-  When  the  supreme  court  or  any  two  of  its 
slate.  1  members  shall  be  thus   disqualified    to   hear  and  de- 

Sec.  4.  The  supreme  court  shall  appoint  its  own  !  "^"'"'""^  ^^y  "^^use  or  causes  in  said  court,  or  when 
clerks,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  four  years,  and  I  "°J'"''^""^"'  '^^"  ^^  rendered  in  any  case  cr  cases 
be  subject  to  removal  bv  said  court  for  neglect  of  I  '"  "^"^ '""'''•  "^^ '"^'""  o*^  ""^ '■<l"a' '''"'S'""  of  "pm- 
duly,  misdemeanor  in  office,  and  such  other  cises  as  i  '°"  "^  '*^"'  J"''S"'  'he  same  shall  be  cerlified  to  the 


may  be  prescribed  by  law 

Sec.  5.    The  governor  shall  nominate,  and  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  sen- 
II    appoint  the   judges    of  ihe    supreme    and 


fourth  di>tricl,  shall  elect  two  senators;  the  counties  [  district  courts,  and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for 
of  San  Augustine  and  Shelby,  the  filth  district,  shall 
eleci  one  senator;  Ihe  counties  of  Sabine  and  Jasper, 
Ihe  sixth  district,  shall  elect  one  senator;  the  coun- 
ties of  Liberty  and  Jellerson,  the  seventh  ilistricl, 
shall  elect  one  sen  itor;  the  counties  ol  Robertson 
and  Brazos,  the  eighth  district,  shall  elect  one  sena- 
tor; llie  county  ol  Moiilgoniery,  the  niuth  district, 
shall  elect  one  senator,  Ibe  county  of  Harris,  the 
tenth  dl^trl(;l,  shall  elect  one  seujtoi;  the  county  of 
Galvestun,  the  eleventh  district,  shall  elect  one  se- 
nator; tne  counties  of  Brazoria  and  .Vlatagord 


IX  years. 

Sec.  6  The  state  shall  be  divided  into  convenient 
judicial  districts.  For  each  disirict  there  shall  be 
appointed  a  judge  who  shall  reside  in  Ibe  same,  and 
hold  the  courts  at  one  place  in  each  county,  and  at 
least  twice  in  each  year,  in  such  mode  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Sec.  7.  The  judges  of  the  s-.ipreme  court  shall  re- 
ceive as  a  salary  not  less  than  two  thousand  dollars 
annually,  and  the  judges  of  the  dialrict  court  a  sala 


of  Austin   and    Fort   Bend   the   tbirteent.,   d,,tr,ct,  !  ^r^^^^  ^i^^lnnlut^  U:::^^ !: 

shall    elect    one    senator;  the   counties  .f  Colorado    „(jite.  original  an 


governor  ol  the  slate,  who  shall  i.minedialely  coin- 
ni^ssion  the  requisite  number  of  persons  learned  in 
the  law,  for  trial  and  determination  of  said  case  or 
cases.  When  the  judges  of  the  district  court  are 
thus  disqualified,  the  parties  may,  by  consent,  ap- 
point a  proper  person  lo  try  the  said  case;  and  the 
judges  of  the  said  courts  may  exchange  districts,  or 
hold  courts  for  each  other,  when    they  m,iy  deem  it 

expedient   and  shall  do  so  when   directed  by  law. 

The  disqualifications  of  judges  of  inferior  tribunals, 
shall  be  remedied  as  may  hereafter  be  by  law  pre- 
scribed. 

Sec.  15.  Inferior  tribunals  shall  be  established  in 
each  county  for  appointing  guardians,  granting  let- 
ters testamentary,  and  of  adniinislration;  for  set- 
tling the  accounts   of  executors,  admini^traiors.  and 


and  Fayetle,  the  fourleenth  disirict,  shall  elect  oi 
senator;  the  counties  of  Bastrop  and  Travis,  the 
filteentli  district,  shall  elect  o  e  senator;  Ibe  coun- 
ties ol  Wasbinglon  and  Milam,  the  sixteenth  district, 
shall  elect  one  scnatoi;  the  counties  of  Vnuoria, 
Gonzales,  and  Jackaon,  the  seventeenth  district,  shall 
elect  one  senator;  the  county  of  Bexar,  Ihe  eigiiteenth 
district,  sh.ill  elect  one  senator;  and  the  counties  of 
Goliad,  Reiugio,  and  San  Patricio,  the  nineteenth 
district,  shall  elect  one  senator. 

Sec-  33.  The  first  session  of  the  legislature, 
after  tne  adoption  of  this  constitution  by  the  con 
gress  of  the  United  Stales,  shall  be  held  at  the 
city  of  Auslin,  the  present  seat  of  government  and 
therealler,  until  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  filly;  after  winch  period,  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment shall  be  permanenlly  located  by  the  peo 
pie. 

Sec.  34.  The  members  of  the  legislature  shall  at 
their  first  session,  receive  from  the  tre.isury  u\  the 
slate,  as  their  cotiipeiisation,  three  dollars  for  each 
day,  they  shall  ue  In  attendance  on,  and  three  dollars 
for  every  twenty-five  miles  travelling  10  and  from  the 
place  of  convening  Ihe  legislature. 

Sec-  3j.  In  order  to  settle  perinanentl)  the  scat 
of  govern. iicnt,  an  election  shall  oe  lioMen  through- 
out the  slale,  at  the  usual  places  ol  huldlng  elections, 
on  the  lir.-.t  ,\l.uiday  in  Murcli,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  buy;  whicli  shall  he  conducted  accord- 
ing 10  law,— jI  which  lime,  the  people  shall  vole 
for  such  place  as  they  may  see  proper  lor  the  seat 
01  government.  The  reluriis  ol  said  election  lo  Ue 
traiismiiicd  lo  Ibe  governor  by  the  first  Monday  in 
June,  if  eiilier  place  voted  lor  shall  nave  a  majority 
of  Ihe  whole  number  ol  voles  cast  llien  Iho  same 
sh.ill  be  the  peroianenl  seal  of  government  uulil  llie 
year  one  tliousand  eight  huinlred  and  scveiily,  unleMs 
the  state  shall  sooner  be  divided  But  in  casi-  neither 
place  voted  fur  shall  have  Ihe  majority  ut  the  whole 


Sec.  8.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  and  disirict 
court,  shall  be  removed  by  Ihe  governor,  on  the  ad- 
dress of  two-thirds  of  each  house  of  the  legislature, 
lor  wilful  neglect  of  duty,  or  other  reasonable  cause, 
which  shall  not  be  sufficient  ground  for  impeach- 
men:;  provided,  however,  that  the  cause  or  causes 
lor  which  such  removal  shall  be  required,  shall  be 
slated  at  length  in  such  address,  and  entered  on 
the  journjls  of  each    bouse;    and    provided,  further, 

t  the   cause   or   causes   shall    be    notified  to  the 


;'.,^."'}fi;^^^>„''o".ars.^  guardians,  and    for   the    transaction    of  business  ap- 
eslates;  and    Ihe   distiict   court   shall 
d  appellate  jurisiliction,  and  general 
onlrol  over  Ihe  said  inlenor  tribunals,  and  original 
jurisdiction  and  control  over    executors,  administra- 
tors, guardians,  and  minors,  under  sucli  regulation  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  16.  In  the  trial  ol  all  causes  inequity  in  the 
district  court,  Ihe  plaintiH"  or  defendant,  shnll  upon 
application  made  in  op.  n  couit,  have  tlie  1  iglit  of  trial 
by  jury,  lo  be  guierue.l  hy  the  rales  and  regulations 
pre.cribed  in  trials  at  law. 

Sec   17.  Jusliies  of  the    peace   shall    have  such 


judge   so    intended    to    be    removed;    and    he   shill  ' '^''"' """' '^''""'"''' J'"'*''"^''""' ''^  ''''all   be  provided 
tie  admitted    to    a  hearing    in    bis  own    delein-e,  be- !  ^'"' '^^  '^'''■ 


lure  any  vote  for  such  address  shall  pass;  and  i 
all  such  case  the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  house  re- 
spectively. 

Sec.  9.  All  judges  of  the  supreme  and  district 
courts  shall  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  conserva- 
tors ol  the  pe  ice  Ihroughloiit  the  stale.  The  style 
of  all  writs  iind  process,  shall  be  "The  Slate  of 
Tex.is."  All  prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in  the 
.lame  and  by  authority  of  the  •Slate  of  Texas," 
and  conclude  "against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
state," 

Sec.  10  Tiie  district  court  shall  have  origina  ! 
juri.sdiclion  of  all  criminal  cases,  of  all  suits  in  behalf] 
if  the  slate  to  recover  penalties,  forfeitures,  and 
scheals,  and  of  all  cases  of  divorce,  and  of  all 
uils,  complaints,  and  pleas  whatever,  without  re- 
gard to  any  distinction  belv^eeII  law  and  equity, 
when  the  mailer  in  conlroversy  shall  be  value.l  at, 
or  amount  lo,  one  hundred  il.fllars,  exclusive  of  iii- 
Icrusl;  and  the  said  courts,  or  j  i.lges  thereof,  .shall 
have  po.ver  lo  Issue  all  wills  necessary  lo  enforce 
llieir  own  jurisdiction,  and  give  lliem  a  general 
superiiiieiiuoiiue  and  control  over  inlcrior  jurisdic- 
Uolis, 

And  in  Ihe  trial  of  all  criminal  eases,  the  jury 


Sec.  18-  In  all  causes  arising  out  of  a  contract, 
before  any  inlenor  judicial  tribunal  when  Ihe  amount 
in  controversy  stiail  exceed  ten  dollars,  the  plamtitj" 
or  delendaiit  shall  upon  application  lo  the  presiding 
officer,  have  the  right  of  Irial  by  jury. 

Sec.  19.  In  all  cases  where  justices  of  the  peace 
or  other  judicial  officers  of  inlenor  tribunals  shall 
have  jurisdiction  in  the  trial  of  causes  w  here  the 
penally  lor  the  violation  of  a  law  is  fine  or  imprisoii- 
mtiil,  (e.\cepl  in  cases  of  contempt,)  the  accused 
shall  have  llie  right  of  irial  by  jury, 

ARTICLE    FIFTH, 

Exttiitiii  D.parlment. 

Sec.  1.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  this  stale 
sh  II  be  vested  111  u  chief  mahislrate,  who  shall  be 
styled  the  governor  of  the  stale  of   Texas. 

Sec.  2.  I'ne  governor  shall  beelecied  0»  the  quali- 
fied electors  ol  Ihe  slate,  at  the  time  and'  places  of 
cleclions  lor  meinbers  ol   llie  legislature. 

Sec,  3.  The  returns  of  every  election  lor  governor, 
uiiul  olherwise  provided  by  law,  shall  be  made  out, 
sealed  up  and  liaiHuiilled  lo  llie  seal  01  gvivernuicnl, 
and  directed  to  liie  speaker  of  the  h..Use  ol  repre- 
sciiialnes,  who  shall,  during  the  lirsl  week  of  ibc 
ion  of  the   legivlalure   thereafter,- open  and  pub- 


trying  the  same  bliall  hnil  iiud   assess   the  auiouut  of  1  liah  Ihcm  lu  the  lueseuce  ol  holli  houses  of  ihe  legis- 
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lature;   the  person    having    the  highe-t   number   of  |  compensation    which    the   governor  would  have  re-;      Sec.  9.  Any  person  who  conscientiously  scruples 


Totes,  atid  being  con-tilutionally  eligible,  shall  be  <l 
clareJ  by  the  speaker,  under  the  direction  of  the 
legislature,  to  be  f;uvernor;  but  if  two  or  more  per- 
sons shall  have  the  highest  and  an  equ;  I  number  of 
\oles,  one  of  them  shall  be  immediately  chosen  go- 
vernor by  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  legisla 
.ture.  Conlfsttd  elections  for  governor  shall  be  de- 
termintTl  bv  la. la  hi'uscs  of  the  legi-l.ilurf. 

Sec.  4.  The  governor  shall  hold  his  office  for  the 
term  of  two  yeaib  from  the  regular  time  of  installa- 
tion, and  until  his  successor  shall  he  duly  qi:ali(i_d, 
but  shall  not  be  eligible  for  more  than  foui  xejrs  in 
any  term  of  six  years;  he  shall  be  at  least  thirty 
years  of  age,  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  Uniieil  States, 
or  a  citizen  of  the  slate  of  Texas,  at  the  time  of  tlie 
adoption  of  this  constitution,  and  -liall  have  n-^iiid 
in  the  same  three  years  immediately  piecednij;  hi* 
election. 

Sec.  5.  He  shall,  at  staled  times,  receive  a  com- 
pensation  lor  his  services,   which  shall  not  be  in 


ceived,  had    he   been   emploved  in  Ihe  duties  of  hi'^    to    bear   arms,  sliall   not   he  coini'Clled  to  do  so,  but 
office.   If  the  lieut.  gu\ernor  shall  be  required  to  ad-    shall  pay  an  equiv.ilent  for  personal  service, 
minister   the  govirninent,  and  shall,  whilst  in  such        Sec  3.  No   licensed    minister  of  the    gospel  shall 
adminislralion,   die,  resmn,   or  be  aliment    from    the    be  required  to  perform  military  duty,  work  on  roads, 
late,  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature,  it  shall  be  [  or  serve  on  juries  in  this  state. 


the  duty  of  the  secretary  '  f  st.ite  to  convene  the 
"enale  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  president  for 
the  time  bi-ing. 

Sec  IJ.  There  shall  be  a  seal  of  the  state,  which 
shall  be  kept  by  tne  governor  and  u-el  by  him  olfi  -i- 
ally.  Tlie  said  seal  ~hall  Ue  a  -i;,!  I  five  points,  en- 
circird  bv  an  olive  and  liv  oak  branches,  and  the 
word>  'The  slate  of  Te\  .»  " 

Sec  15.  Ail  commissions  shall  he  in  the  name  and 


by    the   authority  of  the  stale   of  I'exas,  be  sealed  ,  „j||  f;,ii)ifiilly  and  impanially  dis.  li 

with   the  state  seal,  signe. I  hy  tlie  governor  and  at  ' 

tested  by  the  sccretaiy  of  stale. 

Sec.  16.  There  shall  be  a  secretary  of  state,  who  ^  ,|,e  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Slates, 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  a,„|  „(  ,(,[,  „a,^.  ^^j  |  j„  further  solemnly  swear 
idvire  and  consent  of  Ihe  senate,  and  shill  continue    („r  aflirai,)  that  since  the  adoption  of   this  c  mstitu- 


Sec  4.  The  governor  shall  have  power  to  call 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  lawsol  the  state,  to 
suppress  insurrections  and  to  repel  invasions. 

ARTICLE    SEVEMTH. 

Genernl    Proibiious. 

Rectiom  1.   Memhers   of  the    lejislaiurB    and   all 

oITi  ers,  before  Ihev  enter   up  .n    ilie    d'liies  of  their 

ofti'-es,  shall  take  the  following  oath  .'i    afTr  ir.iti.ni, 

I  (A.  U  )  do  solemnly   swear,   (.ir  afli'  ii.)  t^iat   I 

ad  pert  .r'n 

the  duties  incumhent  on    me  as a  -rnrd. 

ing  to  the  hc'st  of  my  skill  and    ability,  agreeably  to 


creased  or  diminished  during  the  term  for  which  lit    in  office   during  the  term  of  service  of  the  governor  ,  ,(,,„  by  iht 


shall   have   been  elected.      The  first  governor  shall  ]  elect.     He  shall  keep  a   fair  register  of  all   official 
receive    an   annual    salary  of  two  thousand  dollars; ;  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  governor,  and  shall,  when 


congre 


of  the    United    States,  I,  being 


and  no  more 

Sec  6.  The  governor  shall  be  commander  in  chief 
of  the  ai  my  and  navy  of  this  state,  and  of  l.;e  militia, 
except  when  ttiey  shall  be  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  Slates. 

Sec  7  He  may  require  information,  in  writing, 
from  the  utiicors  of  the  exemitive  department  on 
any  subject  relating  tu  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices. 


itizen  of  this  state,  have  not    fought  a    duel  with 
deadly  weapons  within   this   state,  or  out   of  it;  nor 
unites,  and  '  have  I  sent  or   accepted  a  cliallengc    to    light  a  duel 
islalure,  or  I  ,^.H),  ,|eadly  weapon.",  nor    have    I    actid    as  second 
in  carrying  a  challenge,  or  aided,  advi.^ed,  or  assist- 
ed any  person  thus  ollending — so  help  me  God." 

Sec  2.  Treason  against  this  state,  >haM  consist 
only  in  hvynij^  nar  against  it  or  in  adhering  to  its 
eiiiniiis— .living  iheui  aid  and  comlirt;  and  no  per- 
son shall  tie  convietfd  ,.l  irea-iMi,  iiiil"ss  •':  the  testi- 
mony of  tivo    vni,.'-s,s  lo 'he  saaie  •>.  :^rl  ajl,  or  hia 


required,  lay  the  same,  and  all  papi 

vouchers,  relative  tliereto,  hefu 

either    house    thereof,  and  shall   perform  such  ollu-r 

duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  by  law.  ! 

Sec.  17  E»ery  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both 
houses  of  the  legislature  shill  be  presented  to  tne  | 
governor;  If  he  a|iprove,  ht  <!  ill  ^ign  il;  bill  if  nut, 
he  shall  leturn  it  with  hi-.  "Iij^  c  nms  In  the  huuse  in  , 
which  It  shall  nave  origmaleil,  who  shall  enier  ihe  | 
Sec  8.  He  may,  by  proclamation,  on  extraordi-  I  objections  at  large  upon  the  journals,  and  proceed  to  j  own  confession  in  open  court, 
nary  occasions,  convrne  the  legislature  at  the  seat  of  ]  reconsider  it;  if  aitir  such  reconsldi-raiion,  two-  gj.f.,  3,  Every  person  shall  be  disqiialified  frmn 
governmeul,  or  at  a  dltTerent  place,  if  th.it  should  be  thirdsof  Ihe  members  present  shall  agree  to  pass  the  ^  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  in  this  stale, 
in  the  actual  possession  of  a  public  enemy;  in  case  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  with  the  otijeclions,  to  the  other  I  „ho  shall  have  been  convicted  of  having  given  or 
of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses  with  respect  house,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered;  if  j  ollered  a  bribe  to  procure  his  election  or  appuiut- 
to    the  adjournment,    he   may  adjourn  them  to  such  |  approved   by  two  thirds  of  the    members  present  of  |  n,e,|t, 

time  as  he  shall  think  proper,  not  beyond  the  day  of  |  that  hou'e,  it  »hall  become  a  law,  but  in  such  cases,  j  gee.  4.  I.aws  shall  be  made,  to  exclude  from  of- 
tbe  next  regular  meeting  of  the  legislature..  j  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  hy  yeas  ,  f,^g^  serving  on  juries,  and  from  the  right  of  suffrage. 

Sec  9.  He  shall  from  time  to  lime,  give  the  legis-  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  tlie  members  voting  for  Hmse  who  shall  hereafter  be  convicted  of  bribery, 
lature  information,  in  writing,  of  the  ^tate  of  the  !  or  against  the  bill,  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  j  perjury,  forgery,  or  other  high  crimes.  The  privi- 
governiiient,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  each  house,  respectively;  if  any  bill  shall  not  be  re-  1  (p^g  q|  fpgg  suPrage  shall  be  supported  by  laws 
such  measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient.  I  turned  by  the  governor  v,  iihin  five  days,  Sundays  ex- '  regulating    elections,   and    prohihitmg    umler  ade- 

Sec.  10.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith-  cepted,  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  |  quale  penaltie.i,  all  undue  influence  thereon,  from 
fully  executed.  I  same  shall  be  a   law   in    like    manner,  as  if  he  had  j  power,   bribery,   tumult,  or   other    improper   prac- 

Sec  U.  In  all  criminal  cases,  except  in  those  of  i  signed  it.  Every  bill  presented  to  the  governor  one  tjcg. 
treason  and  impeachn.ent,  he  shall  liave  power,  after  j  day  previous  10  the  adjournment  of  ihe  legislature,  |  Sec  5.  Any  citizen  of  this  stale,  who  shall,  after 
conviction,  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons;  and  uii-  I  and  not  returned  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated,  1  ,he  adoption  of  tliis  constitution,  fight  a  duel  with 
der  such  rules  as  the  legislature  may  prescribe,  he  I  before  its  adjournment,  shall  become  a  law,  and  !  deadly  weapons  or  send  or  accept  a  challenge  to 
shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures.  In  j  have  the  same  force  and  effect,  as  if  signed  by  Ihe  f,g|,i  a  duel  with  deadly  weapons,  either  wilhiii  the 
case  of  treason,  he    shall  have   power,  by   and  with  |  governor.  ' -laie  or  out  of  it,  or  whoshail  act  as.^eeo-.d,  ur  k.nin- 

the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  to  grant  re- I  Sec  18.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  mglv  aid  and  assist,  in  any  manner,  llmsc  tluH  olleiid- 
prieves  and  pardons;  and  he  may,  in  the  recess  of  the  concurrence  of  both  houses  of  tlie  lagislaturc  1  |,,g",),ali  tie  deprived  of  holding  any  olHce  of  trust  or 
the   senate,  respite  the  sentence  until  the  end  of  the  1  may    be   necessary,  except  on  questions  of  adjourn-  1  profit  under  this  stale. 

next  session  of  the  legislature.  ment,  shall  be  presented  to  Ihe  governor,  and  before        Sec  6.  In  all    elections    by    the    people,  the  vote 

Sec  12.  There  shall  also  be  a  lieutenant  governor,  |  it    shall  take  efiVct,    be  approved  by  him;  or,  nping  [  shall  be  by  ballot,  until    the  legislature    shall  otlier- 

whu  shall   be   chosen  at  every   election  for  governor  i  disapproved,  shall  be  repassed  by  both  houses  accord- i  jyjje  direil;  and  m    all    elections    hy   the  senate  and 

by  the  same  persons,  and    in  Ihe  same  manner;  con-  I  ing    to   the   rules   and   limitations  prescribed  in  the  i  house  of   represenlatives,  joi  iily  or  separately,  the 


tinuance  in  nllice  for  the  same  time,  and  possess  the  1  case  of  a  hill. 


same  qualihuations.  In  voting  fot  governor  and 
lieut.  governor,  tlie  electors  shall  distinguish  for 
whom  they  vole  a;  governor,  and  lor  whom  as  lieut. 
goi'crnur.  The  IiluI.  governor  shall,  by  virtue  of 
his  cffice,  be  piesidenl  of  liie  senate,  and  have,  when 
in  committee  of  tiie  whole,  a  righl  to  debate  and 
vote  on  all  queslions,  and  when  the  senate  is  i^qiially 
divided  tu  give  the  casting  vote.  In  case  of  the 
death,  resignation,  removal  from  office,  inability  or 
relusal  of  the  guteruor  to  serve,  or  of  his  impeach- 
ment or  absence  from  the  stale,  the  lieui.  governor 
shall  exercise  the  powers  and  authority  appertaining 
to  the  office  of  governor  until  another  be  chosen  ai 
the  periodical  election  lor  governor,  and  be  duly 
qualified,  or  uulil  the  governor,  impeached,  abseni,  or 
disabled,  shall  be  acquitted,  return,  or  his  disability 
be  reuioved. 

Sec  13.  Whenever  the  governmenl  shall  be  ad- 
ministered by  the  lieut.  governor,  or  be  shall  be  una- 
ble to  attend  as  president  of  the  senate,  the  senate 
shall  elect  one  of  Iheir  own  members  as  president 
fur  the  lime  being.  And  if,  during  the  vacancy  of 
the  olbce  of  governor,  the  ueut.  governor  shall  die, 
resign,  reluse  to  serve,  ui  be  removed  from  office, 
or  ue  unable  to  serve,  or  if  he  shall  be  impeached 
or  abseni  from  the  slates,  the  president  of  ihe  senate 
for  the  lime  being  sliall,  in  like  manner,  uiiminister 
the  goveinnient  until  he  shall  be  superceded  by  a  go- 
vernor or  lieut.  governor;  the  lieul.  governor  shall, 
whilst  he  acts  as  presidenl  of  ihe  senate,  receive  for 
his  services  the  same  compensation  wliich  shall  be 
allowed  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  rcpiesenia- 
fives,  and  no  more,  and  during  the  lime  he  adminis- 
ters tlie  governmenl  as  governor,  shall  receive  the 
same  cumpensalion  which  governor  would  have  re- 
ceived had  he  been  employed  in  th*  duties  of  bis 
office;  and  no  more.  Tne  president  for  the  lime  be- 
ing of  l^^.e  seiiale  shall,  during  the  lime  he  a  li  li  ll^- 
ters  liiB  govenicucut,  reccnu  m  nkt  oianiKr  lUc^auit, 


Sec    19.  The  governor,  by   and   with  the  advice  ,  of  (heir  ofB  ers 


ule  shall  be  given  viva  voce,  except  in   the  cleciion 


and    consent  of  tn'o-thirds  of  the   senate,  shall  ap- 
point a   convenient  number  of  notaries  public- 


Sec.  7.    The  legislature  shall  provide   by  law,  for 
the   ciimpensation    of  all    officers,   servants,  agenis, 


exceeding  six  lor  each  county— who,  in  addition  to  I  a„d  public  contractors  not  provided  lor  bv  this  con. 
such  duties  as  are  prescribed  by  law,  shall  discharge  pinuHoi,;  and  shall  not  grant  extra  compensation  to 
such  other  duties  as  the  legislature  may,  from  time  ,  any   officer,   agent,   servant,  or   piiolic    conirattnr 


to  lime,  prescribe. 


alter  such  public  servic 


,  been  perlormed, 


Sec.  :J0.  Nominatiims   to    fill   all    vacancies  tliat  {  or  contract  entered  into  lor  the  performance  of  the 


may  have  occurred  during  the  recess,  shall  be  made 
to  the  senate  during  the   first  ten  days  of  its  se 


«amc;  nor  grant  by  apprupriatiuii   or  oiherwise,  any 
amount  of  iiioiicy  out  of  the    treasurj    of  the  state. 


And  should  any  nomination  so  made  be  rejected,  the  to  any  ilidiviilual,  on  aclaim  real  or  piietendcd,  where 
same  individual  shall  not  again  be  nominated  during  |  ihg  same  shall  not  liave  been  provided  for  hy  pre- 
the  session  to  fill  the  same  ollice.  And  should  tne  j  gxisling  law.  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  sec- 
governoi  fail  to  make  nominations  to  fill  any  vacancy,  ijo,,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  atlect  the  claims  ol 
during  the.  session  of  the  senate,  such  vacancy  shall  |  persons  against  the  republic  of  Texas,  hereiolote 
not  he  tilled  by  the  governor  until  the  next  meeting  j  existing. 
of  the  senai.e.  |      St.c.  8.  No  money  shall   be  drawn  from  the  trea- 

Sec  21.  The  governor  shall  reside,  during  the  |  s,jry,  but  in  pursuance  of  specific,  appropriations 
session  of  tlie  legislature,  at  the  place  where  their  j  made  by  law;  nor  shall  any  appr.ipriaiion  ol  money 
sessions  may  be  held,  and  al  all  oilier  times  w  her-  t,g  „iade  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years,  except 
ever,  in  their  cpinion,  the   public  good  may  require,  j  |or  purposes  of  ediicati'  n;  and  no  appropriation   1  ir 

Sec.  -22.  No  person  holding  ihe  ollice  of  governor, ,  private  or  individual  purposes  of  inU-rnal  ini.inive 
shall  hold  any  other  office  or  commission,  civil,  or  j  menl,  shall  be  made  wiihonl  the  coni:urrence  of  two- 
military,  thirds  of  both  houses  of  Ihe  legislature.     A  regular 

Sec  23.  A  stale  treasurer  and  comptroller  of  pub- 1  statement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
iic  accounts  shall  be  bieumally  elected  ny  ihe  joinfj  i„res  of  all  p  iblic  mmiev,  shall  be  published  annu- 
ballol  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  ami  in  case  1  a||y^  j,,  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescriied  by  law. 
of  vacancy  in  cither  of  said  offi.;es  during  the  recess  |  And  in  no  case  shall  Ihi  legislature  have  the  power 
of  the  legislature,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  1  m  i^fne  treasury  warra.ils,  treasury  notes,  or  pa- 
llie  governor,  which  appomimeni  shall  continue  uii- ,  pgr  of  any  ilcscripliun  intended  to  circulate  as  mo- 
til   the   cIjsc  of  the  next  session  of  the  legislature    |,ey. 


thereafter. 

ARTICLE    SIXTH. 

MUiHu. 
Section  1.  The  legislature  shall  provide,  by  law 
for  organizing  and  disciplining  the  militia  of  tin 
stale,  in  such  manner  as  li.cy  shall  deem  expedient 
n  l  incompa  oile  with  the  constilution  and  laws  o 
lue  l/iiilcd  Sialeo  lu  lelaliun  thereto. 


Sec.  9.  All  ci\il  officers  shall  reside  wiihin  the 
I  slate;  and  all  ilistrict  or  county  officers,  w  itnin  their 
disii  lets  or  counties;  and  shall  keep  their  offices  al 
such  places  Iherei  .,  as  may  be  required  by  law, 

Skc   lU.    The  duration    of  all    offices    m.i    fixed 
by  tnis  conslitution,  shall  iieverexceed  four  years. 
I      Sec.   11    Absence   on    the   business   of  this  state, 
i  01'  of  the  United  States,  shall  not  forfeit  a  resitleoos 
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once  obtained,  so  as  to  deprive  any  one  of  the  right 
of  sufl'rage,  or  of  being  elected  or  appointed  lo  any 
office  under  the  exceptions  contained  in  this  consli- 
tulinn. 

Sec.  12.  The  lesisbture  shall  have  power  to  pro- 
vide loi- dedurlions  from  ihe  salaries  of  public  offi- 
cers who  m:iy  nejlei-t  Ihe  perfor.iiance  of  any  duly 
thal'njay  be  assigned  them  by  law. 

Sec.  l.S  No  iiiemberof  congress  nor  person  hold- 
ing or  exercising  any  office  of  profit  or  Iruit  under 
the  Uniled  Stales,  or  either  of  the  n,  or  under  any 
foreiun  power,  siiall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  the 
legislature,  or  hold  or  exercise  any  office  ol  profit  or 
trust  under  this  slate. 

Sec  14.  The  legislature  shall  provide  fora  change 
of  venue  in  civil  and  criminal  cases;  and  for  the 
erection  of  a  penitentiary  at  as  early  a  day  as  prac- 
ticable. 

Sf.c.  15.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature  lo 
pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to 
decide  diffi-rences  by  arbitration,  when  the  parties 
shall  elect  that  method  of  trial. 

Sec.  16.  Within  hve  years  after  the  adoption  of 
this  e  inslilution,  the  laws  civil  and  criiiiinal,  shall 
be  revi..ed.  digested,  arranged,  and  published  in  such 
manner  as  the  legislature  shall  direct,  and  a  like  re- 
vi.,ir.n,  iligest,  and  publication,  shall  be  made  every 
ten  years  iliereafler. 

Sec  n.  No  lottery  shall  be  authorized  by  this 
stale;  and  the  buying  or  selling  of  lottery  tickets 
within  this  state  is  prohibited. 

Sec  18-  No  divorce  shall  be  granted  by  the  legis- 
lature. 

Sec  19.  All  properly,  both  real  and  personal,  of 
the  Mife,  owned  or  claimed  by  her  before  marriage, 
and  that  acquired  afterwards  by  gift,  rfevise,  or  de- 
scent, shall  be  her  separate  property;  and  laws  shall 
be  passed  more  clearly  defining  the  rights  of  Ihe  wife, 
in  relation  as  well  to  her  separate  property,  as  thai 
held  in  common  with  her  husband.  Laws  shall  also 
be  passed  providing  for  the  registration  of  the  wife's 
separate  properly. 

Sec  20.  The  rights  of  property  and  of  action  I 
which  have  been  acquired  under  Ihe  oouslilulion  and  | 
laws  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  shall  not  be  divested;  ' 
nor  shall  any  rights  or  actions  which  have  been  di- 1 
vested,  barred,  or  declared  null  and  void  by  tlie  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  be  re-  j 
invested,  revived,  or  reinstated  by  this  constilulion; 
but  Ihe  same  shall  remain  precisely  in  the  situation 
which  Ihey  were  before  the  adoption  of  this  consti- 
tution. 

Sec  21.  All  claims,  locations,  surveys,  grants, 
and  talis  to  bind,  which  are  declared  null  and  void 
by  the  constitution  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  are 
and  Ihe  same  stiall  remain  forever  null  and  void. 

Sec  22.  The  legislature  shall  have  power  to  pro- 
tect bv  law,  from  forced  sale,  a  certain  portion  of  the 
properly  of  all  heads  of  families.  The  homestead 
of  a  faniily  not  to  exceed  two  hundred  acres  of  land, 
(not  included  in  town  or  city,)  or  any  town  or  city 
lot  or  lots,  in  value  not  to  exceed  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, shall  not  be  subject  to  forced  sale  for  any  debts 
hereafter  contracted;  nor  shall  Ihe  owner,  if  a  mar- 
ried man,  be  at  liherty  to  alienate  the  same,  unless 
by  the  consent  of  the  wife,  in  such  manner  as  the 
iegishiture  may  herealler  point  out. 

Sec  23.  Tiie  legislature  shall  provide  in  what 
cases  officers  shall  continue  lo  perlorm  tlie  duties  of 
their  olliccs,  until  their  successors  shall  be  duly  quali- 
fied. 

Sec  24.  Every  law  enacted  by  the  legislature  shall 
embrace  but  one  object,  and  that  shall  be  expressed 
in  Ihe  title. 

Sec  25.  No  law  shall  be  revised  or  amended  by 
reference  to  lis  title;  hut  in  such  case,  tlio  act  revis 
cd,  or  section  amended,  shall  be  re-enacted,  and  pub- 
lished at  length. 

Sec  26.  No  person  shall  hold  or  exercise  at  the 
same  tune,  i::ore  than  one  civil  office  of  emolument, 
exeepl  that  of  justice  of  Ihe  peace. 

Sec  27.  Taxation  shall  be  equal  and  uniform 
IhroughiUit  the  stale.  All  properly  in  this  slate 
shall  be  taxed  in  proportion  to  its  value,  lo  be  ascer- 
tainerl  as  directed  by  law,  except  such  properly  as 
two-thirds  of  tioth  houses  of  Ihe  legislature  may 
think  proper  to  exempt  from  taxation.  'I'he  legisla. 
ture  shall  have  pu»er  lo  lay  an  income  tax,  and  to 
lax  all  persi/ns  pursuing  any  occupation,  trade,  or 
prul'essKUi.  Provided  that  the  term  occupaliun,  shall 
not  be  coiisliued  to  apply  to  pursuits  either  agricul- 
tural or  niechanicul. 

Sec  2d.  The  legislature  shall  have  power  to  pro- 
vide by  law  liir  exempting  from  taxation  two  hun- 
dred and  lilty  dollars  ivorth  of  huusi-hnld  luruilurc, 
or  other  properly  belonging  to  each  laiuily  in  this 
State. 

Sec.  39.  The  asucssor  and  colleclor  of  taxes,  shall 
be  appuinlcd  in  such  iiiaiiner,  and  under  such  regu 
laliuns,  U9  the  legislature  may  direct. 


Sec.  30.  No  corporate  body  shall  hereafter  be 
created,  renewed,  or  extended,  with  hanking  or  dis- 
counting privileges. 

•Sec  31.  No  private  corporation  sliall  be  created, 
unless  the  hill  creatine;  it,  shall  be  p.issed  hv  two- 
thirds  of  both  houses  of  Ihe  legislature;  and  two 
thirds  of  the  legislature  shall  have  power  to  revoke 
and  repeal  all  private  corpor^ilions,  by  making  com- 
pensalion  for  the  franchise.  And  Ihe  stale  shall  not 
be  part  owner  of  the  stock  or  properly  belonging  to 
any  orporation. 

Sec  32.  The  legislature  shall  prohibit  by  law  in- 
dividuals from  issuing  bills,  checks,  promissory  notes, 
or  other  paper  lo  circulate  as  money. 

Sec  33.  The  aggregate  amount  of  debt  hereafter 
contracted  by  the  legislature,  shall  never  exceed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  except  in  case 
of  war,  lo  repel  invasions,  or  suppress  insurrec 
tions.  And  in  no  case  shall  any  amount  be  borrow- 
ed, except  by  a  v^te  of  two-thirds  of  both  houses  of 
the  legislature. 

Sec  34.  The  legislature  shall  at  the  first  session 
thereof,  and  may  at  any  subsequent  session,  establish 
new  counties  for  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants 
of  such  new  county  or  counties.  Provided,  that  no 
new  county  shall  tie  established  which  shall  reduce 
the  county  or  counties,  or  either  of  them,  from  which 
it  shall  be  taken,  lo  a  less  area  than  nine  hundred 
square  miles,  (except  Ihe  county  of  Bowie,)  unless 
by  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  legislature;  nor  shall 
any  county  be  laid  off  of  less  contents.  Every  new 
counly,  as  lo  the  light  of  suffrage  and  representa- 
tion, shall  be  considered  as  part  of  the  counly  or 
counties  from  which  it  was  taken,  until  entitled  by 
numbers,  lo  Ihe  right  of  separate  representation. 

Sec  35.  No  soldier  shall  in  lime  of  peace,  be 
quartered  In  the  house,  or  wiifiin  Ihe  enclostt-eof 
-jny  individual,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner; 
nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  manner  prescribed  by 
law. 

Sec  36.  The  salaries"  of  Ihe  governor  and  judges 
of  ihe  supreme  and  disiricl  courts,  are  hf.Teby  fixed 
at  Ihe  minimum  established  in  Ihe  constitution,  and 
siiall  not  be  iri'^reased  for  ten  years. 

Sec  37.  Jlude  of  amending  the  constitution.  The 
legislature,  whenever  two  thirds  of  each  house  shall 
deem  it  necessary,  may  propose  amendments  lo  this 
consiitulion;  which  proposed  amendments  shall  be 
duly  published  in  Ihe  public  prints  of  the  slate,  at 
least  three  months  before  the  next  general  election 
of  representatives,  for  Ihe  consideration  of  Ihe  peo- 
ple; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  Ihe  several  returning 
officers,  at  the  next  elections,  which  shall  be  thus 
holden,  to  open  a  poll,  and  make  a  return  lo,  the  se- 
cretary of  stale,  of  the  nanies  of  all  those  voting  for 
representatives,  who  have  voted  on  such  proposed 
amendments;  and  if  thereupon  it  shall  appear  that  a 
majority  of  all  the  citizens  of  this  state,  voting  for 
representatives,  have  voted  in  favor  of  such  proposed 
amendments,  and  two-thirds  of  each  house  of  the' 
next  legislature,  shall,  after  such  election,  and  before 
anolher,  ratify  the  same  amendments  by  yeas  and 
nays,  they  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  parts  of  this  constitution;  Provided,  that  the  said 
proposed  amendments  shall  at  each  of  the  said  ses- 
sions, have  been  read  on  three  several  days  in  each 
house. 

ARTICLE    EIGHTH. 

Staves. 
Section  1.  The  legislature  shall  have  no  power 
to  pass  laws  for  the  emancipation  ol  slaves,  without 
Ihe  consent  of  Iheir  owners;  nor  without  paying  their 
owners  previous  lo  such  emancipation,  a  full  eqtiiva 
lent  in  money,  for  the  slaves  so  emancipated.  They 
sli'itll  have  no  power  lo  prevent  emigrants  to  this 
stale,  from  bringing  with  them  such  persons  as  are 
deemed  slaves  by  the  laws  of  any  of  Ihe  Uniled 
States,  so  long  as  any  person  of  Ihe  same  age  or  de- 
scription shall  be  continued  in  slavery,  by  the  laws 
of  this  stale:  provided,  thai  such  slave  be  the  bi^na 
fide  pnperiy  of  such  emigrants:  provided,  also,  that 
laws  shall  be  passed  to  inhibit  Ihe  inlruduction,  into 
this  slate,  ol  slaves  who  have  commilled  high  crimes 
in  other  stales  or  territories  They  shall  have  Ihe 
right  to  pass  laws  lo  permit  the  owners  of  slaves  lo 
einaneipoic  them,  saving  ihe  rights  of  creditors,  and 
preventing  them  from  becoming  a  public  charge. — 
They  shall  have  full  power  to  pass  laws,  which  will 
oblige  the  owners  of  slaves  lo  treat  Ihein  with  hu- 
manily;  lo  provide  for  them  necessary  food  and 
clothing;  lo  abstain  from  all  injuries  lo  them,  ex- 
tending lo  life  or  limb;  and  in  case  of  Iheir  neglect 
or  refusal  lo  comply  with  the  directions  of  such 
laws,  lo  have  siieh  slave  or  slaves  taken  from  such 
uwiurs,  and  sold  fur  the  benefit  of  such  owner  or 
owners  'J'liey  may  pass  laws  lo  prevenl  slaves 
from  being  brought  into  this  state  as  Dierchandizc 
only. 

^^Sec.  a.  In  tlie  prosecution  of  slaves  for  crimes  of 
a    higher  ^lado  tlian   petit  lurceny,  the  legislature 


shall  have  no  power  to  deprive  them  of  an  impartial 
trial  by  a  petit  jury. 

Sec  3  Anv  pi-rson  wh  >  shall  maliciously  dis- 
meinb-r  or  de|irive  a  slave  of  life,  shall  suffer  such 
punishment  as  wcniM  be  inflicted  in  case  the  like  of- 
fence had  bf'en  eumniilted  upon  a  free  while  person, 
and  on  the  like  proof,  except  in  case  of  insurrection 
of  such  slave. 

ARTICLE     .«!INTH. 

Iinpt-ncknient. 

Section  1.  The  power  of  impeachment  shall  be 
vested  in  the  house  of  representatives. 

Sec  2.  Impeachments  of  the  governor,  lieutenant 
governor,  attorney  general,  secretary  of  stale,  trea- 
surer, comptroller,  and  of  the  judges  of  the  district 
courts,  shall  be  tried  by  tliC  senate. 

Sec  3.  Impeachments  of  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  shall  be  tried  by  the  senate.  When  sitting  as 
a  court  of  impeachment,  the  senators  shall  be  upon 
oath  or  affirmation;  and  no  person  shall  be  convicted 
without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  senators 
present. 

Sec  4.  Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall 
extend  only  to  removal  from  office  ol  honor,  trust, 
or  profit,  under  this  slate;  but  the  p-jitics  convicted 
shall,  nevertheless,  be  subject  to  indiclment,  trial, 
and  punishment  according  to  law. 

Sec  5  .411  officers  against  whom  articles  of  im- 
peachment may  be  pr-^ferred,  shall  be  siispended 
from  the  exercise  of  Ihe  duties  of  Iheir  office  during 
the  pendency  of  siirh  Impeachment.  The  appoint- 
ing power  may  make  a  provisional  appointment,  lo 
fill  Ihe  vacjncy  occasioned  by  the  suspension  of  an 
officer,  until  the  decision  on  the  impeachment. 

Sec  6  The  legislature  shall  provide  fi^r  Ihe  trial, 
punishment,  and  removal  from  office  of  all  other  of- 
ficers of  the  slate,  by  indictment  or  otherwise. 

ARTICLE    TENTH. 

Education, 
Section  1.  A  general  diti'u'ion  of  knowledge  be- 
ing essential  to  the  preservation  of  Ihe  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people,  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the 
legislature  of  this  state,  lo  make  suitable  provision 
for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  public  schools. 
Sec  2.  The  legislature  shall,  as  early  as  practi- 
cable, establish  free  schools  throughout  the  state, 
and  shall  furnish  means  for  their  support,  by  taxa- 
tion on  properly:  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  legis- 
lature to  set  apart  not  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  an- 
nual revenue  of  the  state  derivable  from  taxation,  as 
a  perpetual  fund,  which  fund  shall  be  appropriated 
lo  the  support  of  free  public  schools;  and  no  law 
shall  ever  be  made  diverting  said  fund  lo  any  other 
use;  and  until  such  time  as  Ihe  legislature  shall  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  such  sch'  ols,  in  the  se- 
veral districts  of  the  slate,  Ihe  fund  thus  created 
shall  remain  as  a  charge  against  the  state  passed  lo 
the  credit  of  the  free  common  school  fund. 

Sec  3.  All  public  lands  which  have  been  hereto- 
fore, or  which  may  hereafter  be  granted  for  public 
schools,  to  Ihe  various  counties  or  other  political  di- 
visions in  this  st.ite,  shall  not  be  alienated  in  fee,  nnr 
disposed  of  otherwise  than  by  lease,  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  twenty  years,  in  such  manner  as  the  legis- 
lature may  direct. 
!  Sec  4.  The  several  counties  in  this  stale,  which 
I  have  not  received  their  quantum  of  lands,  for  Ihe 
j  purpuse  of  education,  shall  be  entitled  lo  the  same 
quantity  heretofore  appropriated  by  the  congress  of 
I  the  republic  of  Texas,  lo  other  counties. 

i  ARTICLE    ELEVE.NTH. 

I  Section  1.  All  ceriiticaies  lor  head. right  claims  to 
I  lands  issued  to  fictitious  persons,  or  which  were 
forged;  and  all  locations  and  surveys  Ihereon,  are, 
and  the  same  were  null  and  void  from  the  beginning. 
Sec  2.  The  district  courts  shall  be  opened  until 
Ihe  first  day  ol  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty. seven,  for  the  establishment  of  certificate  for 
head  rights  not  recommended  by  the  commissiuners 
appointed  under  the  act  to  delect  fraudulenl  land  cer- 
tifieules,  and  to  provide  f  r  issuing  patents  to  legal 
claimants;  anti  Ihe  parties  suing  .shall  produce  the 
like  proof,  and  be  subjeit  to  the  reqiiisili(ms  which 
were  necessary  and  were  prescribed  hy  law,  to  sus- 
tain the  original  application  lor  the  said  certificates 
j  above  referred  to,  not  eslabljshed  oi  sued  upon  before 
;  the  period  limited,  shall  be  barred;  and  the  said  cer- 
{  lihcales  and  all  locations  and  suitry:  therccu,  shall 
I  be  forever  null  and  void;  and  all  u-  loi-aiions  iiiaile 
on  such  surveys,  shall  not  he  disluiUed  until  the  cei'- 
I  ttficates  are  eslablislied  as  above  direcled. 

I  ARTICLE    TWELFTH. 

I  Land  Office. 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  one  general  land  office 
!  in  the  stale,  which  shull  be  at  Ihe  seat  of  government, 
j  »lu-re  all  titles  which  have  heretulore  emanated,  or 
I  may  heiealiler  cmauale  from  guveniTnent,  "hall  be 
I  registered.  And  Ihe  legialalure  may  establish  from 
I  lime  to  time,  suuli  suburdiuate  olbces  as  thej  may 
I  deem  requisite.  .j 
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THE    SIKH    WAR    IN    INDIA. 

ANNEXATION. 


I  an  advanced  force,  to  be  in  readiness  for  marching 

at  llie  shortrst  notice. 

I      On   the  22il  of  November  he  was  informed  tlml 

r^.  1       ,■  c  1-1  I  the  Sil(h  army    inti.'iided  ttornedi-jlely  to  advance  to 

The  monorchs  ol   Europe   are  exceedinEly  uneasy    .,     ...         ■'  ,  ,    .,     „  .,.  ,   .  ■"    ..  ,. 

"^  °  ■'  ■"     the    ronlier  and  invade  the  Uriljsh  territory.      It  >vas 


was  such  as"  might  have  been  expected  IVom  troopi 
who  had  everything  at  staiie,  and  who  had  long 
vaunted  as  beini;  irresistible.  Their  ample  and  ex- 
temle  I  line,  from  their  superiority  of  numbers,  far 
oulfl.inked   ours;  but  this    was  counterLicttd  by  Ihs 


it  seems  31  the  success  of  the  republican  system  of  im-  |  jajj  (|iat  the  Sikh  army  was  to  be  divided  into  seven  If''"''  movements  of  our  cavalry.     Thy  allack  of  iho 

luxation,  as  illustrated   in  the  acquisition  by  the  U.  |  divisions,  five  of  which  were  to  attack  five  sep.iriile    ""   " ■   --  ' 

Slates  confederation,  of  the  Louisiana  region  from  '  P"'""-  Tl'^  informalion,  however,  did  not  receive 
„  ,.      ,,,       J      r         o  1  .1.  ,!  general  credence.     On  the  4tb  December  Sir  Henry 

I  ranee,  the  b  loridas  from  bpain,  and  now  the  novel  ^Hardinge  again  declares  his  belief  that  no  act  of  a^ 
exhibition  ol  an  independent  republic  (Texas)  vo-  gre-slon  would  be  committed  by  the  Sikhs;  and  he 
lunlarily  relinquisliiiig  its  national  character,  for  the  '  accordingly  took  no  steps  to  prevent  the  army  fro  n 
sake  of  becoming  a  member  of  the   Union.     At  this    crossing  the  river. 


rate,  say  they,  ''Orrgcn  'is 
lifornia  will  soon  be  iheirs. 


as  good  as  srone,'  and  Ca- 


[PASSAGE   OF  THE   SUTLEJE  ] 


fantry  now  commenced;  and  the  roll  of  fire  from 
this  powerful  arm  soon  convinced  the  Sikh  army 
that  they  had  met  with  a  (oe  they  little  expected; 
and  their  whole  force  was  driven  from  position  after 
posjlion  with  great  slaughter,  and  the  loss  of  17  pie- 
ces of  artillery,  some  of  thou,  of  heavy  calibre;  our 
infantry,  using  that  never-failing  weapon,  the  bayo- 
net, whenever  the  enemy  stood.  Night  only  saved 
them  from  worse  disaster,  for  this  stout  conflict  wai 


The   Sikhs,  to  some  extent,  having  compromised  ,  maintained  during  an  hour  and  a  half  of  dim  star- 
their  domestic  allairs,  united  their  forces,  ami  on  the  |  light,  amidst   a  cloud    of  dust  from   the  sandy  plain, 


fhe  process  by  wnich  all  this  is  accomplished,  it  j  j.^th,  13lh,  and  14lh  of  December,  crossed  the  Sollej 


must  be  confessed,  is  somewhat  ominous  to  those 
who  have  to  pay  so  severely  loi  what  they  acquire 
by  way  ol  annexation, — not  a  single  life  lost, — no 
army  required  to  lake  or  to  keep.  Tlie  Czar  of  Rus 


river,  a  branch  ol  the  Indus,  which  divides  their  com 
Iry    fiom    the   British    possessions.     Their    army  as 
computed    by  the   Uritish,  consisted   of  80,000  men,  1 
20  to  30,000  of  Ihem  cavalry,  and    150  heavy  pieces 


sia,  finds  ii  no  easy  ta^k  to  keep  the  Ciixassians  and    ol  field  ordnance,  well  supi'lied.     The  place  when 
Poles   annexed,  alter   having  devoted^  thousands  of   ihey  crossed  is  some  40  or  50  miles  from  Lahore,  and 


St  odv 


ced  of  the  i 


which  yet  more  obscured  every  object 

In  this  engagemen  major-general  Sir  RoDert  Sale, 
(the  husband  of  llie  heroic  Lady  S.ile,)  hail  his  left 
thigh  shatlered  by  a  grape  shop,  ami  soon  al'ier  died. 
Sir  John  M'Caskill  was  also  killed  and  several  other 
officers  wounded. 

[nATTLE   or  FEROZESIIAll] 

-         -  British  posts.     The  SiKlis,  with  this  immense  force,  I      On   the   I'Jih,  information    was   received  that  the 

semi-annnal  drains  upon  herconsoript  Frenchmen  for]  established    themselves   on   the   British   side  of  the  1  Sikh  army  had  been  very  considerably    strengthened 
her  armies  there.     Great  Britain  has  occasionally  to    Suileje.  i  and  was  advancing  to  the    attack.     During  that  and 

pay  a  heavy    iriDute  in   blood  and    treasure  to  ouief '      r.  .•  .u  j     .  .  .l  ' 

h»;  on.,  ,,/i;.,..     .    ,         1     .^    .       ,1  r     "■(»■"        Preparations   were   then    made   to   meet    hem. — 

her  acuuihiuons    tuo.        I  o  say  nothing  of  un  laiipy    r-       .         c  i  u  .   i.       .i       u  i  .       r 

L  (I   1  ...    .1    ,   i.    ,  ij       .    Great  confidence,  however,  was  lelt  in  the  ability  of 

'  '" '      " M:ij.  Gen.  Sir  John  Littler  to  hold  Ferozcpore,  ami  I  anil  j;"" 

re  made  to  support  him 
On  the  15lh  and  18th,  the  Sikhs  made  a  demonslra' 


lives  and  ycal^  of  toil    in  the    tusk.     France  finds  it    ij  ur  20  from  Ferozepore,  It 
no  trifle   ol  a   Ia>k  to   keep   Algiers  annexed, —    '"■"  ._       - 


Ireland,  and  passing  by  AQghaiustan,  that  would 

slay    annexed,   we    have   a    recent  specimen    of  the  , 

Hroi  I,    ,,n  ,,.     o   „r  ...  1  ■.  r         ;  no  adequate  preparatio 

Urilisli    process   ol  annexation,   and    an    item  of  its    ,,     ,,    ^i^,.   "^    /,q,, 

expens    too,    ,n    the    attempt    to    add     the    Punjaub    ^n  the  loth  and     8th  ,,     „     ,^  ,  „       ,      , 

to  their  India  pussessions.     Whether   they  will  iuc-  ^  ''""  "^ .^'.""^kiog  ihat  post.     On  the  ISih  they  broke 


ions, 
ceed  belter  in  this  than  they  Uid  two  years  ago  in 
the  Aflghanistaii  proj-cl,  is  to  oe  tested.  The  task 
on  hand  IS  ui  least  no  irille.  That  has  been  demon- 
strated by  the  first  battle. 


up,  and  about  3U  OUi)  ol  them,  leaving  Ferozepi 
the  right,  inarched   about  25  miles  to  a    place  called 
Moodkee,  where  tliey  took  up  a  position.  Here  they 
et  by   a   portion  ol   the  liiilish  army  under 


The  British  government  and  the  British  people  are  !  comiwand.     Ol   this 


Sir  Hugh  Goiigh,  Sir  H.  Hardinge  being  second   in  '  P""' 


e  succeeding  day,  the  contest  proceeded  languidly 
both  parties  being  occupied  in  binying  their  dead 
inforcements.  On  the  morning  of 
21st  the  Sikhs  having  greatly  augmented  their 
forces,  and  strongly  entrenched  a  new  position  at 
Feiozeshah,  12  miles  in  retreat  from  Moodkee,  be- 
ing piepuied  to  defend  it  with  100  pieces  of  their 
large  artillery  and  60,000  men, — a  junction  was  ef- 
fected betv\-cen  the  two  divisions  of  Brilish  troops 
under    Major  Liltler  and  Sir  Hugh   Goijgii,  and  dis- 


vere    made    for  an   attack  on  the  camp  of 


evidently  very  much  astonished  at  the  lormidable  as-' 
pect  ol  this  onset  Iroin  the  Sikhs.  They  were  in 
the  habit  of  regarding  Ihem  a»  they  regarded  other 
of  the  India  tribe>,— and  when  they  find  them  sud- 
denly bringing  inlu  the  tield  a  train  of  heavy  arlille- 


engagement   we  take   following 


narrative  from  oflicial  report  of  Sir  Hugh  Gough: 
[battle  of  moodkee.] 
I  immediately  pushed    forward  the  horse  artillery 
and  cavalrv,  directing  the  infantry,  accompanied  bv 
-   ■  •      '  -  We 


the  Sikhs.  It  was  lound  to  be  a  paralellogiam,  of: 
mile  111  length,  and  a  half  a  mile  in  width,  the  short- 
er side  looking  towards  the  Sotleje  and  .Vluodkee, 
and  the  larger  to  varJs  Ferozepore  and  the  open 
country.  The  British  force  moved  against  this  last 
posiiion.  The  divisions  of  major  general  Sir  John 
Littler,  brigadier  Wallace,  (who  had  sueceedei  ma- 


quire,  why  where  in  the  name  of  heaven  could'they  '  '*>«  enemy  in  position.     They  were  said  to  consist  of 
have  obtained  such  ordnance.-  :  from  15,000  to  20,000  infantry,  about  the  same  force 


ry,  far  superior  in  calibre  to  that   which  Wellington  "^^  fi<='<l  ''*'"=''ie!,  to  move  forward  in  support 

had    to   encounter    at  Waterloo,  they   anxiously   en-    had  not  proceeded  beyond  two  miles  when  we  found  |  jur  genorarSir  John  iM'Ca-'kill,)  and   major-general 

"        '     '"  ■'■  ■"      '^"' '■  ■  "'    Gilbert,  deployed  into  line,  having  in  the  centre  their 

whole  force  of  artillery,  with  the  exception  of  three 
troops  of  horse  artillery,  one  on  either  flank  and  one 
in  si'pport,  to  be  moved  as  occasion  leq  iiied.  Major 
Geii'-ilSir  H.irry  Smith's  division,  and  the  snail 
_  cavj.ij    lorce.  moved    in    second   line,  having  a  hri- 

land,  shipped  fo.-  their  cliiei,  who  it  appears  piiTd  of  the  inlanlry,  1  advanced  ihe  cavalry  rapidly  to  the  gade  in  reserve  to  cover  each  wing.  The  charge 
enormous  prices  fur  manufacturing  them,  and  lor  '■''"".  '"  columns  of  squadrons,  and  occupied  the  and  direction  of  the  left  wing  was  committed  to 
their  transportation  to  his  kingdom.  Njw'lheBri-  pl^'"-  1'*"^.*'  "'"'"e  speedily  followed  by  the  five  lieuleiiaiitgem  ral  Sir  Henry  Hardinge,  while  Sir 
tish  complain  loudly  that  they  should  be  brought  into  'i"oops  ol  horse  artillery,  under  Brnjadier  Brooke,  i  Hugh  Gough  personally  directed  the  right.  Of  the 
the  field  and  mow  down  the  bravestof  their  troops  in  "'''°  ^°°^  "P  ^  forward  position,  having  the  cavalry  ]  severe  and  protrac;ed  contest  that  ensued,  the  des- 
India.'  I  then  on  his  flanks.  I  patches  of  the  latter  give  this  account: 

The  country  is  a  dead  flat,  covered  at  short  inter-'  "^  "">■  ^"^"^  cannonade  was  opened  by  the 
vals  with  a  low,  but,  in  some  places,  thick  ihow  ;  «"'='»>■-  "'f^"  ^^'^  dispersed  over  their  position  up- 
jungle,  and  dotted  with  sandy  hillocks.     The  enemy  j  ";"''''   °'   '""    guns,  more    than   40  of  which    wui« 


From  the  official  documents  laid  before  the  British 
parliament,  the   lollowing  sketch  of  affairs  iu  India 
IS     compiled.       Runjeet     Singh,     is    the     veteran    -      ^ 
and    talented  chief  ol  the  Sikns,  who  for  many  years    screened  their  infantry  and  artillery  behind  this  jiin 

enjoyed  the  lull  confidence  of  his  people,  and  during    ''"    ""''—"'•  '■'"'■ '■-    .  -<r    .  ,    _. 

whose  energetic  reign  the  country  was  prosperous 
and  happy,  died  some  several  years  since,  leaving  an 
unnappy  cuiUenlion  relative  to   the  successor.      fli. 


gle,  and  such  undulations   as  the   ground  afforded; 
and  whilst  our  twelve  batallions    lormed  Irom  eche 
Ion  of  brigade   into  line,  opened  a    very  severe  cjii- 

_    iionade  upon  our  advancing  troops,  which    was  vigo- 

documciils  laid  t;eiore  parliament  do  not  pernaps,  in    '■°"*'J'  ''''P'''^'l    '" ''y    ^^^    battery    of  horse  artillery 


h  auti 

u^ly    lo  lake  : 
uiani  arUm, — 


il   exe 


ao  many  worus,  say  thai  the   Brii 
agents  m  India  proceeded    mdu-l 
vantage  ol  l    e=e   di-acnoluna, — sec 
Cording  lo  me  impiescripiaole  pi 
nexatiun.      >V  e    i 
ceed  Hiih  the  hi; 
meiiiberiiig,  how 
the  aiiair: 

[the  PRELIMl.VARV    MOVEMEMTS.] 

In   June,  I8i5,   ine   council    of  Ind 
thai  111  euiisLqUi 
111  Uie  Punjjub, 
lo    the    iiorin.vi 


g  to  tiie   record, — re- 
ilie  uritiah  account  ol 


liore.  These  kept  up  a  heavy  and 
well  directed  fire,  which  the  practice  of  our  far  less 
numerous  artillery,  of  much  lighter  metal,  cnecked 
in  some  degree,  hut  could  not  silence.  Finally,  m 
the  face  ol  a  storm  of  shol  and  shell,  our  infanlrj 
advanced  and  carried  these  lorniiilabh;  enlrench- 
meiiis.  I'hey  threw  themselves  upon  the  guns,  and 
with  matchless  gillanlry  wresterl  tijem  from  the  ene- 
my; but  when  the  batteries  were  pjrliaily  within  our 
grasp,  our  sohliers  had  to  face  such  a  fire  of  musket- 
ry Irom  the  Sikh  infantry,  ariayed  behind  their 
guns,  mat,  in  spite  of  the  most  heroic  efforts,  a  por- 
c7va7r7  miVr' BngldieTs  Whurairro"  ugrto  I ''"^^  ""'>  °'^  Hie  entrenchment  could  be  carried.- 
e  a  flank  movement  on  the   enemy's  lelt,  vvith  a  \  ^'b"''  '""  ^'''"'^  '"^  '^""^"^'  **"•*'  everywhere  raging. 

■     ■         w    brought    up    maj  >r-gcneral  Sir 


under  Brigadier   Brooke,  which  was  soon  joined  hv 
jl    the    two   light    field  Oaileries.      The   rapid  and  well 
,.    directed  fire  of  our  artillery    appeared  soon  to  para- 
yal  an-    h^''  '''^'  "'   ""=  enemy:    and,  as  il  was  necessary  lo 
nd  pro-    '^""'P''^'-*   our  infantry    dispositions  without  advanc 


Although    1 


lug  tile  artillery   loo  near   to   liie  jungle,  i  directed 
Ihe  cavalry    unde 
niak 

view  of  threatening  and  turning  that  flank,  if  poss 

sible.  With  praiseworthy  gallantry,  the  3J  liglil !  Hairy  S.mtii's  division,  and  he  captured  and  long  re- 
determined dragoons,  with  Ihe  2d  bragade  of  cavalry,  consisting  lamed  another  point  of  the  position,  and  her  inajus- 
ly  whiuh  prevailed  of  Itie  body  guard  and  5lli  light  cavalry,  with  a  por-  |  Ij '»  3d  light  dragoons  charged  and  took  some  ol  Iha 
leral  should  repair  Hon  of  the  4ili  lancers,  turned  Ihe  lefl  of  ilie  SiUh  most  lormidable  balteries,  yet  the  enemy  remained 
October  (o  provide  army,  and  sweeping  along  the  whole  rear  of  its  in-  !  in  possession  of  a  coiisidei  aule  portion  ol  the  great 
ogaiiist  connngencia.  All  hostile  intentions  at  that  lanlry  and  guns  silenced  for  a  time  Ihe  latter,  and  '  quadrangle;  whilst  our  troops,  inleriningled  with 
lime,  were  .-iicnuously  disavowed;  and  it  is  said  that  put  their  numerous  cavalry  lo  flight.  Whilst  this!  llieiis,  kepi  possession  of  the  lemaiiider,  and  finally 
at  no  time  during;  Ihe  year,  was  the  British  army  movement  was  taking  place  on  the  enemy 's  left,  I  :  bivouacked  upon  it,  exhausted  by  their  gallant  el- 
prepared    to    cross    the    Sulleje.     Dilficulties  of  the    directed    the   remainder    of  the  4th  lancers,  the  Uih     forts,  greatly  reduced  in  numbers,  and    suffering  ex« 

the    irregular  cavalry,  under  Brigadier    .Mactier,  with  a  ' 

light  field  battery,  lo  threaten  their  right.     Tl, 


commissariat    rendered    the    coiiceniraiion    ol 
lorce  on  the  Irontier  impossible,  and  thi 


at  Uie  disposal   of  Sir   Henry  Hardinge   were  solely    „a-uvre    was   also   successful.     Had  not   Ihe   inian 

try  and  guns  of  the  enemy  been  screened  by  the  jun- 


calculaled  lor  defence. 

On  the  1st  of  October  it  was  thought  that  no  at- 
tack would  be  made  by  the  Sikh  forces;  and  this  opi- 
nion was  again  expressed  by  the  governor  general  in 
a  despatch  dated  October  24th.  He  dnecled,  how- 
ever, that   before   the   I2ih   of  .Novemtier,  arrange- 


brilha 
been  prudui 


tremely  from  thirst,  yet  animated  by  an  indomitable 
spirit.  Ill  this  instance  of  things  the  long  night  wore 
away. 

Near  the  middle  of  it,  one  of  the  heavy  guns  was 

barges    of  the    cavalry    would    ajva„ced    and    phiyed    with  deadly    effee'l  upon  our 

Iroops.     Lieut-tieneral  Sir  Henry    Hjidinge,  imme- 


:  ol  greater  effect. 


When  the  inlanlry  advanced  to  the  attack,  Briga-    dialely  formed    her  majesty's    8Ulh  foot    and   the  1st 


Kuropean  light    infantry.     They  were  led  to  Ihe  at- 
tack by  their  commanding  officers,  and    animated   in 
eir  exertions  bj    lieutenant-colonel  Wool,  (aidde- 


dier   Brooke    rapidly    pushed  on    his  horse    artillery 

close  lo  the  jungle,  and  the  cannonade  was  resumed 
ments  should  be  made  to   equip  nearly  two-thirds  ol    on  both  sides.      The   infantry ,  under  major-generals 

■ — .    Sir  Harry  Sinith,  Gilbert,  and    Sir  John   .M'Caskill,    camp  lo  the   lieulenant-general,)  who    was  wounded 

*John  Bull  had  better  pass  an  act  ol  parliament  in  attacked  an  echelon  of  lines  the  enemy's  inlanlry,  in  the  outset.  The  80tli  captured  the  gun,  and  the 
time  against  sliippmg  "Oig  guns"  to  the  United  States,  "I™"*'  invisiule  amongst  wood  and  Ihe  approacn-  enemy,  dismayed  by  this  counter-check,  did  not  ven- 
for  Uie  frince(o«,  or  any  other  of  our  shipping.  ,  ing  drrkneas  of  night.    Toe  opposition  of  the  enemy    ture   lo  press  on   InrlliRr.     During  the  whole  night. 
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hoivever,  Ihey  continued  to  harass  our  troops  by  fire 
of  arlillery,  wherever  moonlight  discovered  our  po- 
sition. 

But  with  davli^ht  of  the  221  came  (retribution. — 
Our  infantry  fTined  a  line,  supported  on  both  flanks 
by  horse  artillery,  whilst  a  fire  was  opened  from  our 
ctnlre  by  such  of  our  hpavy  guns  as  remained  el- 
.  fective,  aided  by  a  flight  of  rockets.  A  masked  bat- 
tery played  with  ijreat  effect  upon  this  point,  dis- 
mounting our  pieces  and  blowing  up  our  tumbrils. — 
At  this  moment  lieutenant-general  Sir  Henry  Har 
dinge  plai  ed  himself  at  \he  head  of  the  left,  whilst  1 
rode  at  the  head  of  the  right  wing. 

Our  line  advanced,  and  unchecked  by  the  enemy's 
fire,  drove  llieiii  rapidly  out  of  the  village  of  Fero- 
zeshah  and  their  encampment;  then,  changing  front 
to  Its  left,  on  its  centre,  our  force  continued  to  sweep 
the  camp,  bearing  down  all  oppo«iiioii,  and  dislodged 
the  enemy  iVoin  their  whole  posiii  n.  The  line  then 
halted,  ii9  if  on  a  day  of  iiianasuvre,  receiving  its 
two  leaders  as  llicy  rode  along  its  front  with  a  era 
til'jing  cheer,  and  displaying  the  captured  slaiidard^ 
of  the  Klialsa  army.  We  had  taken  upwards  of  73 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  were  masters  of  the  whole 
field. 

The  force  assumed  a  position  on  the  ground  which 
it  had  won,  but  even  here  its  labors  were  not  to 
cease.  In  tlie  course  of  two  hours.  Sirdar  Tej  Sing, 
w  ho  had  commanded  in  the  last  great  battle,  brought 
up  from  the  vicinity  of  Ferozepore  fresh  ballalions 
and  a  la-ge  field  of  aitiliery,  supported  by  30,0(10 
Ghurepunas,  hitherto  encamped  near  the  river.  He 
drove  in  our  cavalry  parties,  and  made  strenuous 
efforts  to  regain  the  position  at  Ferozeshah;  this  at- 
tempt was  defeated;  but  its  failure  had  scareely  be- 
come manifest,  when  the  Sirdar  renewed  the  contest 
wilh  more  troops  and  a  large  artillery.  He  com- 
menced by  a  combination  against  our  left  flank;  and 
when  this  was  frustrated  made  such  a  denionstraliun 
against  the  captured  \illage  as  compelled  us  to 
change  our  whole  Iroiit  to  the  right.  His  guns  dur- 
ing this  marosuvre,  mainlaineJ  an  incessant  lire 
whilst  our  ai  ilitry  amuiipniiion  being  coinplelely 
expended  .n  the»e  protracted  .- Iial^  we  aerc  un- 
able to  answer  him  with  a  single  shot. 

I  now  direc'ed  our  almost  exhausted  cavalry  to 
tbiealen  both  flanks  at  once,  preparing  the  infanlry 
to  advance  in  support,  which  apparently  ^au^ed  him 
suddenly  to  cease  his  fire,  and  to   abandon  the  fiel.i. 

For  twenty-four  hours  not  a  Sikh  has  appeared  in 
our  front.  'J'lie  remains  of  the  Khaisa  army  are  said 
to  be  in  full  retreat  across  the  Wulleje,  at  Niiggurpu- 
Ihi.r  and  Teila,  or  marching  up  its  left  bank  towards 
H'irrckeepulhur,  in  the  greatest  confusion  and  dis- 
may. Of  their  chiefs,  Baha^lur  Sidgh  is  killed;  Lai 
Singh  said  to  be  wounded;  Mehtab  Singti,  Ahjooru- 
hia  P.  ishad,  and  Tej  Singh,  the  late  governor  ol 
Pusha.sur,  haie  fled  ■  ilh  precipi:ation.  The  camp 
is  ihe  .scene  ol  the  most  awlnl  carnage,  and  they  liavc 
ahaniloijcd  large  stores  of  grain,  camp  equipage,  and 
ammunition. 

Thus  has  terminated  the  invasion  of  Sikh  army 
into  the  British  possessions.  There  are  evidences 
siiffi.icni  in  the  account  itself,  drawn  up  by  the  vic- 
tors, of  the  military  tact  and  martial  acquirements 
of  this  native  army.  'I'o  have  recovered  ilie  disas- 
ters of  the  first  engagement, — to  have  maintained 
vi'ilh  such  signal  obstinacy  the  contest  in  the  second 
engagement, — lo  have  moved  upon  the  victors  and 
opened  a  battery  at  niglil,  after  their  whole  line  ol 
entrencbinents  had  been  carried,— to  have  renewed 
the  conflict  next  day  so  obstinately,  wilh  Ihe  despe- 
rate hope  of  regaiuiiig  their  artillery,  evinces  no  in- 
considerable discipline, — no  want  ol  courage.  One 
battle  will  not  be  decisive  of  a  war  with  such  a  peo- 
ple,— depend  upon   it. 

There  is  an  evidence  nf  the  skill  as  well  as  brave- 
ry of  the  SiUiis,  III  tlie  melancholy  li^t  of  killed  and 
wounded  of  the  iirilish  urmy  in  those  engagements. 
The  list  of  otlicers,  killed  and  wounded,  is  publish 
ed;  according  to  the  oflieial  .slalemeiit  but  'JUO  in  all 
were  killed,  and  2,386  were  wounded, — the  entire 
force  being  about  2d,0u0  men.  '1  iiu  conduct  of  the 
troops  IS  commended  in  the  strongest  terms.  The 
London  Tiims  closes  its  editorial  summary  of  Ihe 
Irunsacliun.  by  saying  that  "Ihe  Sikh  army  has  been 
repulsed,  but  not  dealiojcd:— and  although  we  have 
won  a  great  battle,  we  have  only  begun  the  war." 

'I  bis  opening  of  the  campaign  was  the  theme  of  a 
protracted  dis.  uasion  in  parliamenl,  which  came  up 
on  a  inolion  ol  thanks  to  the  Inilian  army,  moved  by 
the  Earl  of  llipoii.  In  mailing  ihi»  moiimi  lie  gave 
a  sutcinct  hisiory  of  the  bijvc  and  gallant  condncl 
of  Sir  H.  HarUinge.     Five  ul  hi«  aiU-Ue-cumpa  were 


killed,  and  five  wounded,  and  at  a  very  critical  pe- 
riod of  the  action,  he  was  left  with  one, — his  own 
son,  a  lad  sixteen  years  of  age,  who  had  only  recent- 
ly joined  the  army — who  bad  no  idea  of  war,  and 
who  knew  nothing  of  the  duties  he  was  now  called 
on  to  perform,  but  who  was  animated  by  his  father's 
gallant  and  indomitable  spirit,  and  was  employed  by 
his  father  to  convey  his  orders  from  point  to  point, 
a  duly  which  he  performed  in  a  manner  truly  worthy 
of  that  father,  and  which  the  carl  trusted  may  be 
regarded  as  an  earnest  of  what  that  son  will  live  to 
accomplish.  Sir  H.  Hardinge  had  another  son,  for- 
merly  attached  to  the  aru.y,  but  who  had  been 
obliged  to  leave  it  by  reason  of  a  dreadful  accident 
which  rendered  necessary  the  amputation  of  his  foot. 
That  son  also  stuck  by  his  father  in  the  action,  until 
he  was  forced  by  him  to  retire.  The  D'ike  of  Wel- 
lington likewise  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  the 
conduct  of  the  govftriior-general,  as  did  also  Lord 
Ellenborough,  Sir  Rcibcrt  Peel,  and  others. 


LETTER  OF  THE  HON.  ABBOTT  LAW- 
RENCE 

RESOURCES  OF    VIRGINIA — REVENUE   SYSTEM. 


[It  was  not  until  after  publishing  the  second  and 
third  of  Mr.  Lawrence's  letters  to  Mr.  Rives,  of 
Virginia,  that  we  discovered  the  omission,  of  the 
first  letter  of  the  series,  which  we  had  laid  off  for 
insertion  before  the  others.  Though  out  of  due  or- 
der, it  must  not  be  omitted.] 

Boston,  January  7.  1846. 
My  dear  sir:  When   you   were   with  us  last  sum- 
mer I  more  than  half  promised  to  make  you  a  short 
visil  in  February,  and  I  have  not  yet  given  up  entire- 
ly Ihe  long-anticipated  pleasure  ol  doing  so. 

.  1  have  not  forgotten  our  conversation  on  the  con- 
dition of  our  country  generally,  and  more  particular- 
l>  Ihe  strong  de-ire  manifested  by  you  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  people  of  your  own  state.  1  have 
always  entertained  feelings  of  hiiih  regard  for  the 
"Ancient  D  imiiiion,"  arising  picihably  from  the  inii 
m:ite  revolutionary  assoriaiioiis  bet'.ceen  tier  and  our 
"Old  Bay  .Slate,"  as  well  as  from  having  looked  up 
on  her  as  the  mother  of  many  of  the  greatest  states- 
men and  purest  patriots  which  our  country  has  pro- 
uuced. 

1  am  not  surprised  that  you  of  Virginia  should  de- 
sire to  do  something  by  which  the  matchless  natural 
resources  of  your  state  should  ho  developed.  1  have 
thought  that  the  state  of  Virginia,  with  its  tempe- 
rate climate,  variety,  and  excellence  of  soil,  exhaust- 
less  water-power,  and  exut)erant  mineral  wealth, 
contains  within  itself  more  that  is  valuable  for  the 
uses  of  mankind  in  these  modern  days  thaaany  other 
state  in  our  Union. 

I  need  not  say  lo  you  that  these  gifts  of  Providence 
aie  of  lillle  conseq'i  nee  lo  your  people,  or  to  our 
eommon  country,  unh--  developed  and  improved, 
for  the  piirposi  s  lor  whiib  ihey  were  intended.  When 
Ihe  constitution  of  ihe  United  Slates  was  adopted, 
Virginia  contained  double  the  population  of  J^ew 
York,  and  now  N.  York  contains  double  the  number 
of  people  in  Virginia.  I  do  not  propose  to  inquire  in- 
to Ihe  causes  that  have  produced  .-.uch  a  mighty  change 
in  the  relative  numerical  condition  of  these  two 
slates.  1  do  propose,  however,  to  stale  to  you  some 
of  Ihe  reasons  why  you  should  now  set  about  doing 
somelhing,  lo  bring  back  that  prosperity  which  many 
of  your  people  believe  is  lost  forever. 

The  truth  is,  and  not  lobe  denied,  that  Nature  has 
been  profuse  in  her  gifts  in  behalf  of  your  people, 
and  you  have  done  but  lillle  for  yourselves.  The 
settlement  and  development  of  the  resources  of  the 
western  country,  have  brought  into  existence  an  ac 
live  and  eflectiial  conipetilion  wilh  your  people,  in 
the  great  staples  of  your  agricultural  products,  viz: 
wheat,  Indian  corn,  and  tobacco.  Maryland  and 
North  Carolina,  like  yourselves,  are  essentially  af- 
fected by  competition  from  the  same  quarter — from 
Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Illinois,  .Missouri,  Michi- 
gan, Wisconsin,  and  Iowa.  The  great  west  is  now 
supplying  largely  the  New  FIngland  and  otherstates, 
which  are  consumers  of  tln-se  agricultural  staples, 
in  quantity  and  value,  to  a  greater  extent  than  all 
the  foreign  world  besides.  The  international  iin- 
provcmcnis  of  the  country  already  Oiilshed,  have 
brought  Boston,  by  steam,  within  the  distance  of 
four  days'  travel  of  Cincinnati  by  way  of  Bullalo; 
and  a  contemplated  railroad  from  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, lo  Ogdeiishurg,  New  York,  will  bring  us  prac- 
tically yet  nearer  lo  Ihose  fertile  regions  of  the  west 
The  expense  of  transporlalion  is  csseiilially  reduced 
wherever  railroads  or  canals  liavu  been  oonstrncted, 
and  even   Ibe  Mississippi  herself  bears  down  upon 


her  bosom  the  products  of  the  west  at  less  than  half 
the  freight  that  was  charged  a  few  years  ago. 

Thirty  years  since  a  few  small  schooners  were  suf- 
ficient to  carry  on  the  commerce  between  this  city 
and  New  Orleans;  now  within  the  last  year  we  have 
had  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  arrivals  from  New 
Orleans  at  tins  port,  and  many  of  the  vessels  of  the 
largest  class,  ships  from  500  to  700  tons  burthen. — 
They  have  brought  us  tobacco,  Indian  corn,  flour, 
cotton,  beef,  pork,  lead,  lard,  &•,,  amniinting  in  the 
aggregate  to  many  milli  ns  of  dollars.  Of  the  first 
three  of  these  articles,  which  now  come  to  us  ia 
such  quantities  from  New  Orleans,  our  importations 
in  former  times  were  almost  exclusively  from  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  and  .Maryland.  Can  you  ex- 
pect lo  compete  successfully  wilh  liie  vvestern  re- 
gions of  your  country,  where,  wilhout  much  labor, 
the  soil  produces  double,  and  sometimes  even  more, 
to  the  acre  than  the  average  crops  of  the  last  men- 
tioned slates.'  This  competition  will  increase,  and  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  remedy  for  ils  inauspicious 
etiects  upon  your  welfare  is  to  create  a  market  at 
home  for  your  surplus  agricultural  products,  by  es- 
tablishing such  manufactures  as  may  be  adapted  to 
the  peculiar  condition  of  your  labor.  There  are 
two  classes  of  labor,  intelligent  and  unintelligent; 
the  former  is  thai  kind  of  labor  which  requires  a 
considerable  amount  of  mental  culture  with  active 
physical  power.  This  combination  is  capable  of  ap- 
plying science  to  art,  and  producing  results  that  are 
difficult  and  ofteniimes  complicated.  The  laiter  de- 
scription of  labor  is  of  that  character  which  depends 
principally  en  physical  strength:  this  quality  of  labor 
you  liave  in  abundance,  and  1  hope  you  are  not  with- 
out a  tolerable  supply  of  the  higher  class.  You  may, 
wilhout  doubt,  corumence  the  manufacture  of  al- 
most every  description  of  articles  requiring  but  lit- 
tle skill,  and  prosecute  the  work  with  success.  Ma- 
nufactures of  such  articles  as  iron,  hemp,  wool,  cot- 
ton, leather,  &c.,  wrought  into  coarser  and  mure 
common  articles,  would  succeed. 

Y'ou  will  find,  very  soon  afier  a  regular  system  of 
the  divi-ioii  of  labor  shall  have  been  introduced,  that 
a  desire  for  knowledge  will  be  createil;  m-  re  educa- 
tion, more  iniellei  tual  euliivalion  will  be  desired  by 
those  engaged  in  Ihe  mechanical  d:  parlmeiits,  and 
with  this  eagerness  for  knowledge  will  follow  skill 
anu  cleverness  in  the  use  nf  tools,  and  then  will  fol- 
low the  inventive  power  for  which  our  people  have 
become  so  distinguished  in  the  estimation  of  the 
world. 

You  cannot  do  anything  in  Virginia  that  will  so 
completely  promote  the  introduction  of  railroads  as 
the  placing  of  manufacturing  establishmenis  on  vour 
beauiiful  waterfalls.  'Ihe  water  power  on  the  J  imes 
river,  at  Richmond,  is  unrivalled;  and  it  seems  a 
great  wasle  of  natural  weallh  to  permit  it  to  run 
inio  the  sea,  tiaving  hardly  touched  a  water-wheel. 
Il  the  prumineol  men  of  Virginia,  of  both  political 
parlies,  will  give  up  their  party  warfare,  and  resolve 
ilicmselves  into  a  "committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
CDiumonwrahh  to  improve  the  sl-jte  of  agriculture," 
by  making  two  blades  nf  grass  grow  where  there  is 
now  but  one,  will  estalilish  manufactures,  and  carry 
on  a  well-adjusted  system  of  internal  improvements, 
they  will  then  have  done  somelhing  that  will  be  sub- 
-lanlial,  abiiling;  which  uill  stand  as  memorials  of 
tin  ir  patriotic  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple through  all  time.  Lei  your  comnion  school  intei^ 
est  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  employment  of  your 
people,  and  you  may  be  quite  certain  that  the  adop- 
tion of  these  systems  at  once  will  aid  each  other. 

You  cannot,  I  should  suppose,  expect  to  develop 
your  resources  without  a  general  system  of  popular 
education;  it  is  the  lever  to  all  permanent  improve- 
ment. Il  appeals  to  me  essential  to  the  preservation 
of  our  republican  institutions  that  the  people  of  this 
country  should  be  educated,  and  that  all  intellectual 
culture  should  be  founded  upon  our  holy  religion;  the 
pure  precepts  of  the  gospel  arc  ihe  only  safe  source 
fiuiii  which  wc  can  freely  draw  our  morality.  Il  ig 
essential  tiiat  we  should  na\e  an  educated  population, 
inasmuch  as  every  man  can  exercise  the  riglit  of 
suSVage.  The  elective  franchise,  in  the  hands  of  uo 
ignuraiit  and  debased  population,  would  very  soon 
place  our  country  in  a  slate  of  anarchy.  We  should 
strive  to  elevate  the  laboring  and  less  favored  class- 
es. Ill  Europe  the  great  body  of  the  people  have 
nothing  to  do  wilh  the  election  of  their  rulers;  even 
in  England,  free  us  she  is,  compared  with  many  of 
the  conllnentui  states,  the  mass  of  the  people  do  not 
exercise  the  elective  franchise.  This  is  a  point  of 
primary  importance,  and  your  people  may  rest  as- 
sured that  (axes  for  education,  even  as  a  matter  of 
pecuniary  gain,  would  greatly  enhance  the  v.ilue  of 
their  property .  I  am,  Iherelore,  clear  in  my  con- 
victions not  only  of  ihe  duly  but  the  expediency  of 
introducing  manufaclures  extensively  in  your  slate, 
with  un  expansive  system  of  popular  education,  and 
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rora  these  movements  will  soon  be  seen  the  happi- 

St  rcMlfs,  in    a    hraltliful    prosperil;  and  a  striking  1  cares  an  I    ilnti. 
niprovenifiil  in  the  condiii  n  ol"  the  pi-ople 


st  Tor  J  (nciineiil  iinaa 
■aiv  pM,.iil.,li.in  1,1  Vnun 
VHK.s  r-uti]  as  are  pa.. I  ic 
ilales:  what  Ihiiik  jou  w 
Kit  a  doubt  that  the  valu 
^rithin  five  miles  aid 


lie  the  whule  snpiTnii  i 
a  eiiipl  .iril  at  a  rale 
the  Morll'iern  ;iinl  r.is., 
nid  be  the  .Hec  ?  I  h: 
o''  Ian. I  wiiiMd  incroa 
annractnrini;  village, 


jond  my  slrengtli  I  was  always  occupied  with  other 
an  I  duties  more  ininiedia'i-ly  bindins;  .>n  m.v 
Thai  1  was  abb' tod..  an\  .hinn  .tall,!  Miay  v.n.i.i.H 
in  all  h'lniiliiy  and  yet  in  all  failhrubipss  to  say,  al'k  ■ 
in  iralclul  ie^is;"i'i"ii  ol  G.id'r.  g....d  hnn.l  oviT  n\<\ 
and  lor  the  enconras.'ineiil  olsu.h  as  would  .1..  like- 
wise, thai  iiolniiit;  is  beyond  the  power  of  a  fixed 
and  ri'Sulule  purpose,  upheld  by  a  meek  and  pious 
pirit,    ami   guided    by    the    wisdom    which  comelli 


qualtoihec.isiorallthema.'hmery  u.  it.  The  sphere  ,  down  from  above.  It  is  no  longer  in  my  power  to 
,f  labor  n.usl  be  enlarged,  divei-ified,  if  you  would  serve  you  by  personal  labors.  \ou  will,  l.erelore, 
)rinKouttheeneraiesofyourpe..ple.  lyelh.-.pelosee  the  more  readily  excuse  a  wor.l  ol  friendly  adm.mi- 
l^irttinia  lake  that  place  among  Ibe  old  IliirUen.  that  tion-the  last,  il  may  be,  I  shall  ever  address  to  you, 
leeme.l  nj  Pioudence  to  be  as,igned  to  ber;  it  can  :  and  the  best  proof  I  can  give  of  nij  continued  tiller- 
silly  be  achieved  by  energy  and  perseverance  on  the  •  est  in  your  aHairs. 

part  of  those  who  have  the  destinies  oi  their  fellow  ■  fhe  dealings  of  God  with  your  race,  as  far  hack 
citizens  in  keeping.  Let  Ihe  law-.nakers,  and  lliose  !  g,  human  knowl.dge  reaches,  have  been  very  won- 
dminisler    Iheiii,  not   only    speak  out  but  act,  '  j^.,-!,,!      They    are  so  still.   And  the  most  wonderful 


ritran  society,  any  where,  that  prevents  free  persons 
.if  coh.r  from  living  as  safely  and  as  eomlortably,  as 
the  lo.v  and  la  .oring  cla-ses  of  society  ever  could, 
(u-  no*  can  live,  in  any  oilier  counlry.  P..lilii>al 
privileges  are  denied  to  you;  but  in  "h.il  rounlry  ar 
they  nol  wilhhehl  from  Ihe  great  mas^  ..f  men,'  .Man" 
civil  rights  are  curtailed  as  t<)  you:  b.it  le.w  few  eii^ 
joy  lliein,  in  their  fulness,  any  where?  Various  per^ 
s.uial  restrictions  arc  laid  upon  you;  but  lliey  are  few* 
er  and  less  oppressive  than  the  while  poor  ol  all  ulhe" 
countries  endure.  Your  persons  are  under  Ilie,  pro-r 
lection  of  the  laws;  labor  is  every  where  free  to  jou: 
Iho  ai  quisition  of  property  is  open  before  you  by  in- 
nuoerable  elianiiels;  and  vvhalever  you  p.)s~ess  is  as 
much  your  own  ami  as  sacredly  respected,  as  the  es- 
tates of  the  m.ist  eminent  of  our  citizens.  Tne  an- 
cient (le.iple  of  God  endured  for  filteeii  eeiiiuries,  in 
all  Ian. Is,  what  every  American  liearl  would  revolt 
Iroui  iiiflicliiig  on  you  for  a  single   hour.     Your 


ge,aMd  the  rep'  ,         ._    _ 

Ihe    tnasury    to  change    our  whole  revenue  system.  I  pi-oblein    which    human  advancemenl  requires  to  be 

The  plan  proposed,  if  carried  out,  has  an  important  I  solved,  is   the  fonnalion   of  a  civilizeil    slate  within  j  not  liable  to  great  dangers;  that 
bearing  on  Ihe  subject  of  this  letter,  which  is,  how-  j  i|,e  tropics.     Uniil  this  is   ad  ..mpliahed,  it  seems  t.. 
'ver,   already    sultieienlly    long.     Reserving,    there-    me  lo  be    utterly  absurd  lo  lalU  as   we  do  about  the 
fore,  iny  remarks  upon  the  last  mentioned  topics  for  I  progress  of  ma. .kind  an.l  the  civilization    of  the  I 


another  conimunicalion,  1  man    race.     Such   a  stale  can   never  he   cslahlish.-d 

1  remain  very  laitulully,  your  friend  and  obedient  j  except  by    means   of  the  black  race:  and    llierefore, 

""   '   ■■'■""•""'  ,  except  by    means  of  it,  the  earth 


servant,  AllHOrT  LAWRENCIi 

To  the  hon.  Willum   C.  Rives,  Gastle  Hill,  .\ibe 
marie  county,  Virginia. 


SONS    OF    A  B'  R  ]  C  A  . 


From  the  Lulheran  Obserter. 
Answer  of  a  letter  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  R.  J.  Breckin- 
ridge in  reference  to  the  presentation  lo  hica  of  a 
gold  snuff  box,  by  the  free  colored  people  of  Ma- 
ryland, In  consideration  of  his  services  in  their 
behalf. 

To    the    Rev.    Messrs.    Payne.  Peck.  Forlie,  and 
olh  -    .       -.  

Ihe  ci 

Mt  friends:  Allhough    it   is   some    time   since  T 
learneil,  Ihrough  the  public  newspapers,  that  the  free 


lliat  se 
If  can    ne 


Thai  you  have  n.'vcr  suffered  wrong;  that  you  are 
lam,  and  in 
some  respects  dark  futurity  does  not  im(>end  over 
you;  Ih.il  your  condition  can  be  greatly  anelior.iled; 
and  ihal  il  ought  not  to  be  eKantincd  vvilh  more  care, 
and  treated  with  more  wisdom  ami  liumaiiity  by  the 
public  authorities  of  the  counlry:  all  tlioe  are  mai- 
lers which  1  do  by  i.o  means, either  assert  or  believe. 


which  God  has   put  so  palpably    wiihin  Us  reach 
Two  solemn  lesSTiOns  arise  out  of  these,   faeis.     'I'he 
Id    teach    our  race  li.iw  ahsuid  it  is  lo  con- 


r  reach  lhal  point  of  ailvancement  I  Often,  for  many  years,  it  has  been  my  lot  lo  assert 
and  to  maintain  the  contrary,  &  that,  not  uiifrequcnt- 
ly,  under  circumstances  of  great  and  dangerous  re- 

, ^   _  .,    ,  _  _,.     sponsibilily.     Hut    what   I  do  believe   and  assert  is, 

lcmnaMd'despr>e  yours:  the  other  should  teach  your  1  lhal  cm-idfring  your  condition,  such  as  it  is,  and 
race  how  fatal  it  i^  lo  resist  and  obstruct  those  bene-  !  that  of  the  human  race  at  large,  such  as  it  has  al- 
ficenl  designs  by  wiiich  alone  their  ultimate  freedom  i  .vays  been;  you  have  more  reasons  lor  gratitude  to 
and  nationality  can  be  accomplished.  1  do  nol  ad- .  G.id,  ami  fewer  for  repining  at  his  allolinents,  than 
vise  any  man  m  particular  lo  emigrate— -each  j  the  mass  of  human  kind,  in  the  most  favored  ages 
one  must  decide  for  himself.  S'ill  less  do  I  recom- 1  and  countries;  and  that  y.iur  hopes  of  better  inr.gs 
mend  a  general  emigration,  or  approve  one  aecoiii-  and  better  days,  are  pre.  isely  in  such  directions,  as 
pli-hed   by    violence.     But.  even   at    the  risk  of  f.ir- |  t<i  make  it  y.mr  highest  wisdom    to  endure  with  p. 


lien,  e  and  ira'iq.iility   your  present   lot,  aiel  to  .seek 
for   its   improvBinenl  only   by   such  methods  as  are 


consi-tenl   with   llio  great  Ir'jths  1  have  aoove  sug- 


g  your  contt.bnce,  I  have   always  te^litifcd,  and 
till,  against  lhal  general  and  concerted  ho-lilili 
i,'a"co^mirteeTf\lie"'freeVolokd"peoplc"o1it<'Alrican   colonization,  uhieh,  in  various   part,  ol  :  consMenl   wi 
ly  of  Baltimore.  '  l*"'  country,  whether  ainongsi  yourselves  or  amongst   gesled  to  you 

'  lis,  has  had  no  better  eHeel,  ihan    lo  delude  and  em-        Many  years  ago   I  took  the  responsibility  of  pub- 
hiller  the  minds  of  the  free  black".,  exasperate  Ihose    |jp|y   maintaining,  contrary    to  the   belief  then,  and 
.  „   ...  .     ,  ^,  ,  of  the    whites,  and    einbarass    the    n.iblesl  and  most  i  perlians  still    common  in  "this  country,  and  contrary 

coh.ied    peop.e    of  Baltimore  had,  ,n  a  public   man-    ,^.^,„^,  movement  of  the  present  century.  „  „/„«.n  first  i.npressions  hastily  taken  up,  that  ihe 

ner,  and    wiin   every    deiiionslrali..n   of  respect  and  '  '  ..  ■   ,  .        '  l-        u.      ,  ■       »„     •„     „-„   „  „.r „.,ii..  o  .i,i,.ilo. 

kindness,  presented  to  my  excellent  friend,  Ihe  Rev.  1       F.>r  a  long  course   of  years  I   have,  not  ceased  to  ,  free  black  race    '"    ^^e    «3  "e   «mme  itly  a  do^^^^^^ 
Mr.  DunVrp,  lor  me,  a  gold  si.utf  box,  as  a  m.rk  of  I  cherish  the  deepest  interest  m  all  ques  i„„s  affecting  ,  an.l  ■■<^''^'"''"  !'•="?''=■     Allj"b.eq,,eit  in  c,U^ 
their  graliui'le  for  inv    pa-t  eH:.its   to  serve  them;  .1  '  '!'«  conditir.n  ana  prospects  o    the  bla.^k  race  on  this  j  has  conhrme  1  me  in  this   beliel  ;  and  I  ru  er„le   the 
^  '  '         continent;  and  1  have  enjjyed   such  opportunities  of ,  conviction  with  a  pp.found  sense  ol  its  truth.   Wlial- 

making  up  my  opinions,  as  a  very  large  experience  •  ever  may  be  the  weakness,  follies,  and  oll'ences  just- 
aiid  observation  euuld  alford.  'Ihe  result  of  li.e  ;  ly  chargeable  upon  tl. at  race  as  ehracleri>lie  ol  it, 
whole  is  a  deliberate  belief.lhat  the  conditim  ot  il.c  .  >t  as  re^uUing  from  its  moral  and  physical  condi- 
free  blacks  is  generally  belltr  m  the  slave  slaUs  1  lion,  the  records  of  the  country  will  every  where  iit- 
ih..n  in  the  Iree.  VVhaicver  may  he  sai. I  .if  la«  s,  '  lesl,  U.al  li.e  higher  species  of  crimes  -re  oinpara- 
il.e  actual  em.dilion  ol  nunkiml  is  lar  more  cerlaiii-  i  lively  rare  am  lu-l  them;  and  the  slali-lics  of  reli- 
l_v  dtterniined  oy  what  s..ciLiy  really  des,  than  hv  j  gion  will  pr.ive,  thai  a  larger  propoi  lion  of  tliem 
vv'hat  U  .ieelares  in  the  slalute  bo..k,it  dcMgns  lo  d.':  I  than  of  the  whiles,  profess  lobe  folloiv  ers  of  the 
and  this  gieat  irulh  wis  never  more  charly  exhi.n  ,  Lord  Jesus.  When  il  is  considered  that  in  ixjiIi 
led  iliaii  111  li.e  neneral  condition  of  ihe  live  black  llie-e  partuulars,  their  advantages  are  out  ol  all 
I  ace,  on  the  opposite  sides  ol  the  slave  line.  And  1  j  comparison,  inferior;  Ihe  proof  seems  to  me  lobe 
reiterate  my  him  conviction,  that,  in  general,  the  !  characteristic  and  decisive 
condition  of  respectable  free  persons  of  color,  is  de 
cidedly  belter  in  Ihe  slave  slates  of  this  Union,  than 
in  tile  Iree.  N.ir  should  we  forget  that  almo^l  Ihe 
enure  fiee  bla.  k  race  in  America,  owe  surli  liberty 
as  they  enjoy,  i  ilher  iui..  ediaiely  or  reinolel; ,  t.)  the 
mere  benevolence  ..t  tlnise  who  once  owned  itietn  or 
Iheir  ancestors:  and  that  Ihe  absolute  and  entire  hope 
of  freedom  f.ir  all  the  blacks  now  in  slavery  in  thi- 
counlry,  rep.ises  simply  on  the  same  loundalion. — 
at  Itssons  lie  involved  in  these  trulhs.      Among 


pa- 
is only  very  lately  lhal  1  have  received  the  gilt  H-  I  ' 
self  and  the  detailed  stateinenl  of  the  puhlic  pro-  ' 
ceediiigs  .m  the  occasion  of  ils  presentation.  ! 

As  it   regjr.l-   those   procee.lmg-,  both    you  and   1  j 
have  reason  to  be  graiilieil  that  ihe  great  ex.ellence 
and    distingui-^hed    stalio-i    of    the    gerule.neii,    my 
friends    and   others,  who    participated   ill  them,  an  I  ' 
gave  lo  the  occaMoii  aiel  lo  yoir  acl,  iheii  empliaiie 
and  public  approval — prevent    llie  po-,iniluy   kA'  ho    j 
nest  inLscon-itriiciion  in  reiali.in  lo  llie  matter.     An.l 
for  the  acl  itself — I  a-snre  yu.i  lew  events  conn,  cie.l 
with  my  llie  or  labois  liave  uioie  deeply  all'cuted  me, 
or  given  me  more  sincere  pleasure.  , 

1  accept,  therefore,  with  deep  sensibility  this] 
"Gill  of  Gram. llie,"  as  you  are  pleased  to  call  it:  j 
this  humble  — It  may  he — out  earnest  testimony,  that, 
ill  your  ju  gmeiH,  I  haie  some  claims  to  ihe  charac-  1 
ler  ol  a  '•Ctirisiiaii  philaiilhro|)ist;"  a  character  lo  me 
the  most  admirable  that  can  ailorn  humanity — and  | 
only  Ihe  ni.ire  to  he  valued  when  the  pooi  and  the 
helplesi  lili  up  their  weak  and  di-pised  voices,  to 
confer  it.      It    is  n  any    a  dav  since    I  cared  .''or  mere  ' 


ctoiiice 


chief 


earthly  honor?;  and    the  few  it  was   ever  my 

to  win — il  is  alike  lo  me — »  htil.er  iiij  children  bear  bound    by    every  sentiment  of  gralilude,  and    every 

of  Ihem  or  not.     Bui  I  covet   earnestly  an  imm>;rlal  uielale  of  prudence  and    wisdom,  to  be  quiet,  loyal, 

crown.     And  il  is  some  token  to  me  that  I  am  in  the  peaceable,  and  docile,  as  regards  the  laws,  the  ii.sU- 

right  way  to  obtain  it,  when  such  lesliuionies  as  Ibis  luiioiis,  and  the  public   senlin.enl  of  the   slave  hold 


I  thank  the  Lord  that  he  has  used  me  in  any  de- 
gree to  do  you  good;  and  ab..ve  all  things  el-.e,  lo 
s(ir  yiiu  up    to  greater  diligence    in  his  service,  and 

lead  you  t.i  a  re  perfect  trii»l  in    him,  and  a  more 

absolute  submission  lo  His  righteous  allotments. — 
.May  His  Spirit  be  ever  wilh  you.  His  good  hand 
ever  upon  you,  and  His  grace  clways  -ulhcient  for 
you.  I  iliai.k  you  also  for  your  gratitude  and  affeo- 
II. .n,   ami    lor    the    simple    and    touching  manner  ill 

_„  _...._ 5,-    which    vou    have    expressed    Ihem.     There  may  be 

I. at  Ihe  free" black  race  a^re  those  wiio  would  shrink  Ironi  the  ackimwledgment 
lhal  they  valued  vour  confidence,  and  sliew  the  re- 
sponsibility—perhaps the  odium— involved  in  your 
manifeslarions  of  it.  Such  emotions  were  always 
loreign  lo  my    nature.     Even  when  visions  of  glory 


you  have  borne  seem  lo  show,  that  I  have  tried,  in  ,  mg  states;  and  that,  in  the  long  run,  their  on  n  best  had  great  charms  for  me,  and  proud  and  enduring 
feeble  imilalion  of  n.y  divine  .Master,  to  go  about  hopes  are  connected  with  the  prosperity  of  those  monumeiits  were  precious  to  my  thoughts,  the  grate- 
doing  good,  and  that  his  blessing  has  not  always  been  siaies.  Indeed  11  is  a  question,  the  furlhesl  possible  lul  tears  and  the  blessings  of  the  humble  and  the 
denied  to  my  poor  ertorts.  For  it  is  not  easy  to  ima-  iroiii  being  clear,  vvheiher  a  .  .ore  certain  method  ol  poor  seemed  to  me  lo  he  elements  of  an  imperisha- 
gine  how  a  common  senlimenl  should  so  strongly  ruining  llie  existing  race  of  free  blacks  could  be  de-  ble  renown.  Such  changes  as  Ihe  stern  lessons  of 
pervade  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand    humble  persons,  I  vised,  tl..n    lo    expel    those  u  ho    reside  m  the  slave    l.fe  and  us  sad  discipline,  and  more  than  both,  1  Irust 

■    Slates;  unless  indeed  thLirdeslruclion  might  be  more    God'»  grace  have  wrought  upon  me,  have  seltled  the 

bulb  lo  :  ihoruughly  accomplished,  by  the  immediaie  and  uni 
]  versal  liberation  ol    the  slaves,  il  such  a  thing  were 
the  naluie  ol   Ihe  case,  possible  at  all. 
1  have  seen  much  of  society  in  many  foreign  lands; 


11  lie  rid 


as  lo  make    ilsell   heard    by  a 
they  did  nut  think  Ihey    had  adequate 
feel  and  lo  speak.  ]  v 

For  twelve  years  and  more  of  my  life — the  prime    i 
years  of  my    manhood  —  my    best  and  liappiest  ye; 


conviction  only  more  thoroughly  in  my  soul,  that  he 
who  is  seekii.gan  inheritance  beyond  the  grave,  need 
desire  t.i  leave   behind    him  no  memorial    more  pre- 
thaii    Ihe  record    in  true    and  grateful  hearts, 
and  countries    thai  he    was    nuilher    alraid    nor  ashamed  to  be  the 
ses  1    have  looke.l  '  Irieiid  of  the  forsaken  and  oppressed, 
poorer  and  lower        lu  the  bonds  of  Christ's   gospel,  your  servant  and 
so  little,  those    less  generous    than   yourselves,  will  ,  classes.     As    the   result  of  all,  1   give  it  as  my  fixed  ,  Iriend.  R.  J     BRECKK.NRIUGE. 

^  ■  ■'..,'.,.   '-f,  Ihiil  there  IS  nothing  in  Ihe  condition  ol  Ame- I      JeHerson  Col.,  Pa.,  March  2,  1«46. 


-il  is  true  that  1   di.l  all    I  could  do  to 


the    and  have  studied  its  condition  m 


welfare  and  happiness,  both   temporal  and  spiritual, 
of  Ihe  free  colored  peo|de  of  Ballimoie.    That  1  did 

-rou 
perhaps  excuse  me,  when  they  consider  how  far  be-  i  beli 


uhich  1  nevei  saw:  and  in  bulb  c; 
rrowly  into  the  condition  of  tin 
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The  next  news  from  Europe  The  express  pilot- 
bnai  Romer  it  was  slated  had  reached  Liverpool  on  the 
3d  irisiaiil  and  niis!lu  be  expected  to  bring  us  the  next 
news  from  England;  the  Patrick  Henri/  beaiina  her  out 
bv  27  hours.  The  report  is  not  believed.  The  steamer 
Vnicnrn  was  lo  leave  Liverpool  on  the  19ih  instant,  and 
will  be  at  Boston  next  week.  'I'he  CaledoTiia  leaves 
Liverpool  the  4ih  of  April,  and  is  the  first  of  the  regu- 
lar semi-monthly  mail  line  tor  the  season— a  steamer  is  to 
leave  reeularly  on  the  4th  nn.l  19ihof  each  month  until 
December.  The  Great  Jl'eslern  leaves  Liverpool  Inr 
New  Ynrk  the  9th  of  April— and  the  Great  Britain, 
mammoth  sienmer,  in  May. 

Later— 7'Ac  Romer  express  pilolbnat,  was  spoken  on 
the  1st  inst.,  anout  a  thousand  miles  west  of  Liverpool, 
under  full  sail  for  that  port! 

The  late  freshet,  has  not  done  so  much  damage 
as  was  at  first  apprehended  The  Pennsvlvania  canals. 
it  is  now  stated,  will  lie  in  operanon  in  a  few  days.  So 
will  the  Tide  Waer  canal.  The  repairs  required  will 
be  less  expensive  ilian  was  psiimattd.  The  Chesape.ike 
and  Ohio  canal  naviguiion  was  hardly  interrupted.— 
The  New  York  canals  will  be  repaired  it  is  believed  by 
the  u.^ual  time  of  opeiii  g  them  tor  transportation. 

Ortic  al  e^itiniaies  have  been  made  which  stale  that  it 
will  require  only  SI  1 1,515  to  repair  the  damage  to  the 
Pennsylvania  canals. 

Additional  APPRorKiATioN  bill.  A  bill,  the  object 
of  uimO  is  10  supply  udililional  appropriaii"ns/or  ihe 
army  and  navy,  those  of  last  session  having  (.n.ved  in- 
eulficient.  was  brought  before  the  committee  ol  liie  whole 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  atier  three  o'clock,  on 
'I'uesdav  evening  last,  and  a  motion  was  made  and  car- 
ried, to'close  debate  thereon  by  3  .I'cloek,  on  Wednes- 
day evening.  The  bill  appropria'es  nearly  (uJomiUions 
ofduUars.  Amongst  the  items  are  the  followiog: 
For  llie  transportation  of  troops  $660,000 

For  four  companies  volunieers  of  Texas  69,1100 

For  quaner-ii.asier's  department  100,000 

These  appropriations,  be  it  understood,  are  for  the 
operations  of  "the  army  of  occupation,'' and  have  been 
iBlready  incurred. 

During  ihe  debate  upon  this  bill- 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  complained  of  the  hou^-e 
determining  to  dispose  of  a  bill  of  such  an  important 
character  in  ten  houis  ufier  ils  introrluciion,  and  wuh- 
out  even  allii.ving  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
ways  and  means  time  to  explain  its  provisions. 

Mr.  D.  also  complained  of  the  inaniier  in  which  in- 
quiries propounded  by  hiin  in  reference  to  the  secret  es- 
tiirmics  ol  the  wai  and  nuvy  di-parioients,  and  directed 
lo  be  made  by  t^e  president,  had  lieen  a.iswrrcd.  He 
now  wished  lo  inquire  of  the  ciuiiiinan  of  ilie  coimnii  ee 
on  naval  atlairs  i(  He  had  any  objections  lo  make  known 
these  coiiiinuoications. 

Mr.  Holmes,  ol  S.  C  ,said  he  lind  received  no  secret 
communication  from  the  department,  and  should  de- 
cline to  receive  any.  He  had  received  a  recommenda- 
tion lor  tt-n  war  steamers,  and  after  ihai  the  secreiary  ol 
the  navy  had  made  a  further  comniu..ic.Ttion  which  was 
80  unsatisfactory  that  a  gentleman  from  Georgia  deeply  | 
interesied  in  all  that  belonged  to  the  welhire  oi  ihe  navy,  j 
and  a  member  of  the  naval  commniee,  had  made  spe-  | 
ciai  inquiry,  as  to  ihe  proper  naval  increase.  .  i 

The  secretary  directed  him  to  certain  eslitnales  laid  ] 
before  the  senate  naval  committee,  and  those  after  some 
delay,  had  been  laid  before  the  house  committep,  and  he 
was  riady  to  communicate  ihetn  lo  the  h'use  if  desired.  I 
What  these  estimates  were  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  '■ 
Wou-d  make  known  lo  the  house. 

Mr.  Kl.wG  rose  to  do  eo,  but  was  called  to  order  by 
lUr.  Houston,  of  Ala.  who  ohjecied,  and  also  by  ot'  ers.  j 
Eveiy  aliempl  to  communicaio  this  intoiniation  was  re- 1 
aisled  by  the  adminisiiaiion  members  both  now  and  af- 
lerwaids  in  the  house. 

Ti.e  Washingiun  correspondent  of  the  Baliimore 
American  states,  ihal  "the  information  which  the  house 
desifjiiud  lo  keep  secret,  is  ihe  fact  ihal  the  usiiniaies 
Were  made  by  the  heads  of  the  naval  bureaus,''  and 
adds,  ihai  those  ealiinaies  proposed  an  increase  of  fifcy 
ei"hi  vessels,  making  40  s'eainers,  40  lrigat(.s,  and  30 
sloops  of  war.  To  inan  ihis  force,  3b,S00  men  will 
be  requisite,  according  to  tho  estniiales,  and  an  appro 
priation  for  die  expenses,  of  iweniy  millions  of  dollars. 

The  document  from  ilie  war  depailmeiit,  to  Cul.  Ben 
TON,  chaiiman  ol  the  senate  commmeo  oi liiary  af- 
fairs, dated  'JU'.li  Dec  lusi,  is  laid  hi  fore  the  seiiaie,  and 
will  iippeur  in  our  next.  It  enjoins inviohihle  secrecy  as 
tons  content-- makes  no  nieiition  ol  an  increase  to  the 
arinv  of  rcKiiiars,  in  case  of  a  war,  but  proposes  to  resort 
to  volunteer  militiii  of  'he  states,  ami  suggests  that  filly 
Ihousiind  will  be  required,  including  garrisons  lor  die 
forts.  &,c.;  refers  to  the  estimates  of  the  chief  of  engi- 
neers lis  to  the  foriificulions,  which  he  proposes  to  pro 
gre.sa  wiih  nt  once.  The  document  makes  no  esiinmie 
as  to  Ihc  appropriations  whicli  tliesc  expenditures  will 
rtquire. 

Enquirers  after  Iruih  naturally  turn  to  tho  New  York 
Slock  market,  lo  waich  ihe  influence  of  the  president's 
mcssntfe  upon  that  ihermonicier  of  noliiics.  The  New 
Yorkcorrespondenlof  Ihe  Naiional  Inielligeiu-er  writes 
thai,  "Certain  frieods  ..t  the  iidniinisiraoon.  and  in  the 
confidence  of  men  in  power,  have  been,  innl  are,  selling 
out  Slocks  lo  a  Ityge  unioiiiit,  on  time.''  I'riuLS  Imve  de 
e!i/»d-not  tumbled.  .      ,   „       ,  „  ,        , 

The  N.  Y.  Ouiiricr  ^  iinijuirfr  call.9  upon  the  whgs 
in  cuiii'tess  to  voip  Ilie  money  rrqiiired.to  pin  the  counry 
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in  a  state  for  defence,  without  delay.  The  N.  Y.  Tri- 
bune, though  sorely  averse  to  war,  considers  it  indispen- 
sable to  prepare  for  an  event  now  so  probable. 

We  have  no  items  whatever  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment as  to  ways  and  means. 

A.MERiCAN  Colonization  Society. — Amount  of  re- 
ceipts, during  February,  1S46,  §2,269  82. 

Army.  A  letter  to  the  editor,  from  an  obliging  cor- 
respondent at  New  Orleans,  whose  official  situation  ena- 
bles him  to  judge,  dated  16ih  inst.,  says — "Gen.  Taylor's 
movement  towards  the  Rio  Grande,  is  not  viewed  by  the 
well  informed  here  as  a  war  movement,  but  as  a  step 
that  it  is  as  well  to  take  now  as  to  delay  longer."' 

California.  There  are  at  present  three  new  expedi- 
tions about  to  start  for  California;  one  from  Fort  Smiih 
on  the  Arkansas,  of  about  one  thousand  souls,  under  the 
chaige  of  .Mr.  Leavitt,  and  another  under  the  command 
of  Major  Russell,  ol  Missouri,  embracing  many  emi- 
grants from  Kentucky,  and  another  under  the  guidance 
ol  Mr.  Grayson,  who  leaves  Independence,  Missouri, 
on  Ihe  15th  of  April,  for  the  valley  of  Sacramento,  in 
North  Carolina. 

Deaths,  during  the  last  v\'eek.  at  Philadelphia,  1!9;  of 
whiih  23  were  under  one  year;  25  died  of  consumption; 
10  of  small  pox. 

—  At  Baltimore, 14.  ol  which  27  were  under  one  year, 
18  were  free  colored,  6  slaves;  10  died  of  consumption;  8 
of  small  po.v 

— At  St  Louis,  during  the  week  ending  the  9th  inst , 
27  deaths  occurred— of  which  9  were  under  one  year;  2 
were  slaves;  1  free  colored. 

German  Emigration. — Nninber  of  eniigvania  who 
have  left  ihe  River  Weser,  principally  in  Kiemen  ves- 
sels, during  the  year  1845,  ending  on  the  1st  Dec. 

For  Jtorlh  American  Stales. 
For  New  York  in  73  vessels. 
For  New  Orleans  in  56  do. 
For  Baltimore  in  51         do. 
For  Philadelphia  in  7     do. 
For  Charleston  in  1        do. 

For  Texas. 
For  Galveston  in  22  vessels. 

For  New  Holland 
For  Port  Adelaide  in  2  vessels, 

Together  in  212  vessels,  31,S49  persons. 

Of  which  25,033  grown,  and  6.816  children 

[N.   yorJc  Schnellpost. 

"Look  to  tbe  Senate."  The  following  tribute  to 
the  jiunly  and  liii^h  character  of  the  senate,  from  ihe  pen 
of  a  veieran  poliiician  and  democrat,  speaks,  we  are 
coiifi.'eitt,  llie  gcoeriil  sentiment  ol  the  country; 

•■Look,  to  the  Senate^' — This  is  ihe  warning  which  we 
find  in  a  democratic  paper  to  creiiie  donbis  of  the  hon- 
esty of  that  body.  Well,  we  do  look  at  the  senate,  and 
Ihe  couniry  has  an  eye  upon  it;  and  never,  in  the  course 
of  our  public  career,  have  we  found  that  disiinguistied 
body  enjoying  in  a  higher  degree  llie  confidence  of  the 
people,  irrespective  ot"  party,  or  more  deserving  of  that 
confidence,  than  it  dois  at  the  present  cri'iis.  There  are 
a  tew  v/ar  spirits  in  the  senate,  who  are  for  getting  up  a 
war  fever;  but  ihe  great  body  of  the  senate  is  sound  in 
principle  and  paiiiotisin,  and  the  last  struggle  for  liberty 
III  ihis  country  will  be  made  in  that  body.  We  sny, 
n\^' .look  to  the  senate.  Look  to  it  with  entire  confidence  " 
—Noah's  IMessenger. 

Maryland  r.hlkoad  iitox.— Messrs.  Ellicotts,  of  the 
Covington  inonulaciuring  company,  and  the  Maryland 
and  New  York  iron  ami  coal  company.  Mount  Savage, 
Alleganey  Co.,  have,  in  about  equal  proporfionfi,  con- 
tracted to  furnish  ihe  Baliinenr'  aud  Omo  railroad  com- 
|iany  with  between  2  and  3  OilO  ions  of  V  railr  ad  bars, 
to  weigh  51  lbs.  to  llie  yaid.  lor  the  imrpose  of  n  -laying 
the  track  between  Liiihimore  and  Harper's  ferry.  Only 
let  the  tariff'  alone,  and  in  a  fev  years  we  would  com 
pete  with  England  lor  ihe  supplies  which  the  continents 
of  Europe  and  Asia  will  soon  rt-nuire,  of  railroad  iron — 
besides  tracking  our  own  "wilderness'*  with  iron  high- 
ways in  all  directions. 

New  railroad  route  to  India.  The  British  govern- 
nien  lias  adopted  us  tlic  route  lor  iis  mail  comniunica- 
iions  to  India  the  line  through  Germany  to  Trieste. — 
'J'his  arrangemeni  will,  it  is  looughi.  prove  important  lo 
this  couniry  as  soiui  as  Ihe  line  of  sii  ainers  ttetvveen  N. 
York  and  Bremen,  about  to  be  csiublished  under  go- 
vermental  patronage,  goes  into  operation.  I'he  corres- 
pondence between  ihis  country  and  China  and  ilie  East 
Indies  may  then,  by  proper  Ireaiy  stipulations  with  Aus- 
t,  'a,  Prussia,  and  other  snitci  in  ihe  north  ol  Germany, 
be  conveyed  from  Now  York  lo  Trieste  exclusively,  in 
desputih  bags  of  our  own,  by  which  a  great  saving  of 
postage  and  time  may  be  elTccied. 

Piano  Fortes,  nianufaetured  in  New  York,  are  now 
ex|>oried  and  lor  sale  in  London. 

Snir  nuii.DiNo  in  the  interior. — The  barque  Muriel 
ta,  a  beautiful  cruli  of  250  iiins,  built  at  Marieilu,  Ohio, 
reaolicd  Cincinnali.on  her  voyage  lo  Bosioii,  a  few  days 
since,  loaded  with  provisions. 

The  Wheeling  Times  annnnines  the  nrriv.il  at  that 
place  of  a  new  schooner,  culled  itie  Gyms  Chamberlain, 
13  tons  burthen,  bulk  at  Freedom,  Pa.,  and  bound  for 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  Cyrus  Chumbeilain,  owner,  builder, 
and  master.  iJlie  is  intended  fur  ihe  cuasliiie  trade,  and 
i«  »»  pretly  a  vessel  as  sails. 


Steamers.  The  Bunker  Hill  Aurora  publishes  a  list 
of  the  amounts  of  duties  severally  paid  at  the  Custom 
House  ill  Boston,  by  the  Cunard  line  of  steamers,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  iine,  commencing  with  the  Britan- 
nia, July  20,  1840,  and  ending  with  the  Hibernia,  1S46. 
The  total  amount  is  $2,777,475  99.  The  following  is  the 
amount  paid  by  each  steamer. 

Acadia,  24  trips,  S469.842  19 

Britannia,  26  524,241  32 

Caledonia,  25  473  OSl  04 

Cambria,  6  361.598  42 

Columbia,  12  85,782  37 

Hibernia,  14  882,930  65 

Total— 107  trips  82,777.175  99 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  steamers  for  February 
and  March,  in  1842,  came  only  to  Halifax,  and  the  pas- 
sengers came  lo  Boston  in  the  Unicorn. 

A  Slaver  foiind  Guilty.  Loring  Larkins,  former- 
ly captain  of  the  schooner  Merchant,  prize  lo  the  U.  S. 
sloop  of  war,  Yorktown.  brought  recently  into  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  tried  in  the  United  States  District  Court,  at 
that  place,  was  on  Ihe  20. h  inst.,  found  guilty.  Juilge 
Gilchrist,  presiding- Edward  McCready",di-irict  attor- 
ney—B  F.Hunt,  Esq.,  counsel  for  the  defendant.  He 
escapes  Ihe  charge  of  piracy  by  not  being  on  board  after 
the  slaves  were  taken  on  board,  having  given  up  the  pos- 
session of  the  Merchant  10  a  foreign  captain  and  crew,  to 
evade  its  penalty.  The  offence  of  which  Larkin  is 
lonnd  guilty  rendered  htm  liable  to  a  fine  of  from  3  to 
?7000,  and  imprisonment  for  not  over  five  years.  There 
are  two  other  cases  shortly  to  be  examined  before  the 
court — those  of  the  ship  Panther,  and  ihe  schooner  Ro- 
bert Wiison,  both  of  which  vessels  are  lying  at  the  Navy 
Yard,  Chaileston. 

The  Great  Fair,  to  take  place  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, in  May  next,  will  be  of  ihe  most  splendid  char- 
acter, and  preparations  are  making  fjr  the  erection  of  a 
large  building  for  ihe  display  of  American  goods.  The 
British  agent  in  the  Capitol  yesterday  gave  signs  of 
"backing  oui,"  but  was  opposed  byjihe  Amer'can  manu- 
facturers, who  demanded  the  privilege  of  reply  lo  his 
former  siaienient,  and  to  make  their  reply  in  his  own 
hearing. —  Wash.  Cor.  of  the  Bait.  American. 

The  Slate  Trade.  Documents  lately  captured  in  a 
slaver  show,  that  slaves  cost  them  from  Slo  to  20  each 
on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Thev  .sell  them  in  Brazil  at 
S300  each.  The  cargo  of  the  Pons  would  have  realized 
¥250,000,  and  that  of  the  Panther  S330,000  over  all  ex- 
penses. 

The  Pennsylvania  canals.  Water  was  to  have  been 
let  into  the  canals,  preparatory  to  commencing  iranspor- 
latior..  on  tin'  I8ih  inst  The  heavy  freshet  of  the  faih 
inst.,  of  wiiieh  some  account  will  be  found  in  this  num- 
ber, will  delay  uperaiions,  how  long,  it  is  impossible  at 
present  to  say.  The  impression  is,  that  three  or  four 
weeks  will  be  required. 

The  ChesapeaiiE  and  Ohio  canal,  has  not  been  ma- 
terially injured.  Boats  are  passing  as  usual,  and  a  weeki 
It  is  said,  will  suffice  to  repair  damages. 

The  amount  of  PRortsioNS,  waiting  at  the  various 
points  lor  the  renewal  of  navigation,  in  order  lo  reach 
our  shipjung  ports,  has  never  been  equalled.  We  hear 
of  30,0110  bills,  of  floor  being  in  store  at  Winchester, 
Va.,  for  instance.  Williamsport,  Point  of  Rocks,  Har- 
per's Ferry,  Cumberland,  &.C.,  &c.,  every  warehouse 
crtimined. 

Similar  accoiinis  reach  us  from  the  west,  the  north, 
the  lakes,  &c..  &c. 

Wuales.  On  the  3  1  inst.,  about  36  young  whales 
were  discovered  in  York  river,  Virginia,  driven  ashore 
by  the  late  heavy  gale,  about  a  mile  or  two  from  York- 
town,  of  revolutionary  memory.  Boats  were  filled  out 
rapidly,  and  pi^iceeded  to  cajiture  the  prizes. 

A  hunciiback  whale,  the  Nantucket  E'.quirer  tells 
us,  was  discovered  a  few  days  since  in  Princeiown  har- 
bor,— ilani;erons  (juarters  lo  adventure  low  aids, — we 
should  say.  Boats  were  immediately  manned  and  gave 
chase.  About  iioini  Oa[H.  Sparks  introduced  him.ielf  lo 
his  whalcship  by  letting  a  harpoon  into  him,  winch  he 
appeared  to  take  as  rather  riiugh  usage,  and  forthwith 
commenced  flopping  his  tail  in  every  direciion.  During 
this  performance,  he  became  entangled  in  the  rope  at- 
tached to  ihe  liarpooii,  and  nearly  succeeded  in  freeing 
himself  from  it,  when  .Mr.  Cook  gave  liirn  another  whicS 
wounded  him  so  that  he  was  easily  towed  to  the  shore. 
.'Vs  soon  as  the  ciiizens  of  Provincelown  had  obtained  a 
lair  I'lok  al  the  largest  _^4  ever  caught  in  their  harbor, 
two  young  men  purrlia.^ed  him  of  his  captor  f.ir  $90, 
and  agreed  with  the  e.ipiain  of  .schooner  Abba  Thule 
to  low  him  safely  to  Boston  for*20.  Wnen  iihoiil  three 
miles  below  the  lower  light,  a  heavy  sea  struck  the  ves- 
sel and  ihe  whale  brokf  away,  carrying  with  him  the 
harpoons  which  caused  fiis  dcatli.  His  owners  arriveJ 
minus  their  freight,  and  die  captain  minus  his  twenty, 
and  the  young  iiiei:,  ilii.ikiiig  it  a  gone  cose,  left  for 
home.  Tfie  whale  was  picked  up  however  in  a  day  or 
two  near  the  spot  where  ho  broke  away. 

A  WuALiiNO  VoYAtiE.  The  Providence  .lournal  an- 
nounces the  arrival  at  ihai  port,  of  the  Ship  South 
.America.  Capt.  Si'iile,  from  the  Noitinest  coast,  alter 
o  e  of  the  most  siiciisflul  whaling  vo-.nies  on  le- 
cord.  The  South  America  brings  hoini;  1100  barrels  of 
oil,  160  of  it  sperm.  She  had  previously  sent  home  700 
barrels,  lUO  ol  it  sperm,  and  sold  1000  barrels  at  Gahia. 
She  also  sent  home  37,000  pounds  of  bone,  and  brings 
22,0(10  pounds. 
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THE    PAST THE    PRESENT FOR   THE    FUTURE. 


SHED.    EVERT    SATURDAY,    BT    JERE.MIAH    HUGHES,    EUITOR    AND    rROPRIETOR,    AT    FIVEDOLLARS    PER    ANNTM.    PAYABLE    IK 


SHALL  WiiHAVE  WAR   OR  PEACE? 


"Look  to  the  Scnate"'— said  a  poliiical  journal  of 
the  one  party,  tauniingly- 

"Look  to  the  Senate,''  respond  ihe  poliiicaljournals 
of  the  other  parly,  proudly. 

U|)on  the  United  Stales  Senate  all  eyes  are  directed 
accordingly. 

The  debates  i  1  that  bnrly,  are  now  of  such  absorliinij 
interest  tint  we  appropriate  nearly  the  whole  of  this 
sheet  ihereii.  The  reader  of  those  debates  will  require 
11.)  comment  of  ours  as  to  the  question  of  peace  ur  war. 
The  h'ljhesi  iiuihori'v  on  this  side  of  the  Ailaiilic  may 
be  fo  icid  i.i  thiise  debates. 

A  formidable  and  close  action  has  been  going  on  du- 
ring the  week.  .     ,         ^      ,.        •         r 

Gener.ll  Cass,  who  i?  recoanized  as  the  champ. mi  01 
the  51°  ill  men.  addressed  the  seriate  on  Tuesday,  maiii- 
taini  ij  the  American  claim  to  the  whole  ol  Oregn.i, 
and  defending  President  PoLK  for  insisting  upon  having 
all  or  none.  ~!Vtr.  Allk.s,  he  said,  as  ch.iirman  of  liie 
committee  on  fopigu  relations,  was  in  daily  comuiuni. 
cation  and  in  strict  harmony  with  the  president  upon  the 
eubject.  The  Gfiier  il  spoke  for  three  hours,  and  is  said 
to  have  made  the  greatest  effirt  of  his  life. 

0:1  Wediesday  C.ii.  Bevt.in,  who  seldom  fires  with- 
out etfaci,  une.xnecteilly  took  the  floor,  and  opened 
broadside  a>''ter  broads  de  upon  the  General's  position  ■— 
Tlie  G.-neral  said  in  his  speech  that  if  any  one  would 
prove  to  hi'ii  ihat  the  43°  was  established  as  the  dividing 
line  in  the  treaty  ot  Uiretch,  he  would  concede  the 
p.iint  and  become  a  4')°  man.  The  Colonel  accepted 
the  challenge  and  proceeded  to  the  proof,  v.hich  accord- 
ing to  his  showing,  wa.s  conclusive,  and  claiming  to 
have  made  a  captive  of  the  Agamemnon  of  the  band  of 
61"  40'  men,  ho  characterised  that  party  in  the  language 
of  the  poet,  as  becoming  indeed, 

'Small  by  degrees,  and  beautifully  less.'' 

General  Cass  not  being  in  the  senate  at  the  time,  Mr. 
Han.negan  took  the  Hour  with  a  view  of  sus^taining  his 
friend.  He  congraiuiated  the  senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Mr.  Calho'cn.  o'l  having  obtained  the  most  bril- 
liant victory  of  his  lile  in  winning  over  the  senator  from 
MisiUJUri.  The  .Annpodes  had  met  at  last.  He  remind- 
ed the  senator,  however,  that  there  were  others  at  the 
bat'le  of  Troy  besides  Agamemnon  and  Aja.x.  The  te- 
nator  from  .Michigan,  (Gen.  Ca^s,)  was  me  "Achilles" 
of  the  liitis  baud  to  which  he  belonged— "let  the  sena- 
JOT  from  Misso»ri  bc.rjtre  la*  he  prove  the  'Hector."  ' 

Those  remarks  elicited  applause  frum  the  galleries. 
On  Thursday  the  General    himself,  through  the  cour- 
tesy of  -Mr.  Ashley  who  was  entitled   to  tiie  floor,  touk 
the  field  and  brought  up  his  park  uf  artillery 
of  infantry,  and  his  charge  of 


Ihun  by  the  Hibernia.  That  one  day  hirnished  the 
London  paper-5  with  tlie  account  of  the  passage  by  our 
h  luse  of  lepresenlaiivcs,  of  ilie  resolution  to  liive  the 
one  year's  notice  to  terminate  the  joiiil  occupancy  ol 
Oregon.  Thev  state  that  n  took  thnui  quite  by  surprise, 
notwithstanding  its  saving  chiuae  in  favor  of  negouat- 
Ing.  The  stocks  fell  one  per  cent.,  consols  before  the 
news  arrived  bronuht  97,  '-were  done  t  i-dny  lor  '.t^i. ' 

The  London  Times  of  the  4ih  says— "the  most  anx 
ions  question  discussed  here  today  has  turned  upon 
what  course  is  likely  to  be  taken  by  our  government, 
should  the  notice  to  abandon  the  Oregon  territory  be  nc- 
Inally  given— that  is,  whtther  such  notice  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  immediate  hostile  inaMifesiation,  or  wlielher 
that  would  he  re^erved  till  the  twelve  months  had  ,e,t|iir- 
ed  From  obsen'atio^is  Ilia:  have  dropped  from  ."-f  no 
hen  Pe-et.  it  is  ermnmndy  infenfd  Ihat,  in  however 
courteotvs  a  manner  this  notice  mii;ht  be  eonvfi/ed  it 
woiUd  be  immediatelt/  resntted;  and  therefore  tlie  feeling 
which  the  nuns  has  produced  was,  on  the  whole,  a  very 
uneasy  one "  ,  •  i 

The  London  Chronicle,  same  da'e,  has  a  long  article 
upon  the  subject  whioh  concludes  by  sayiig.— ".4t  pre- 
sent it  is,  perhaps,  aullicieiii  to  infer  that  arbitraiioii  is 
extremely  improbable,  and  that  the  president  persists  in 
a  war  policy— two  facts  of  which  the  signihcnncy  is 
self-evident."  . 

The  Lo  idon  Sun  of  the  4ih  of  March  expresses  the 
opinion  that  the  desire  for  territorial  aggrandisement  is 
general  in  the  United  States,  and  udds—"Polk  is  car- 
ried with  Ihe  stream,  and  all  that  England  has  to  do.  le 
to  look  10  her  own  interests  and  take  care  that  her  rights 
and  possessions  are  not  destroyed  by  the  inundaiion.— 
Hitherto  she  has  displayed  tlie  utmost  moderation  and 
forbearance,  whether  we  look  to  the  government,  the 
Icislature,  or  the  pres^.     Willi  the  exception  ol  a    very 


The  followin:;  is  the  paper  from  the  war  depart 
meni  which  was  tranMniited  lo  the  military  com- 
mittee of  Ihe  United  f?!alei  9en;i;e,  and  lo  which  re- 
ference was  made  in  Ihc  president's  special  message: 

DOCIMENT 

In  relation  to  the  erprdicnoi  of  incrMsiiij  Ihe  military 
dtftnces  of  Ihe  eoiiiifi-y. 
War  depitrlmtnt,  December  Q9,  1845. 
Sir — 1  herewith  return  to  you  the  resolution  which 
you  sent  to  mc  on  the  23J  instant.  The  recomroen- 
dalions  in  my  report  lo  the  president  of  the  29th  ult. 
have  reference  to  a  permanent  peace  establishment. 
Under  any  cirruinstances  I  am  convinced  that  our 
seacoast  and  northern  frontier  should  have  a  larger 
force  stationed  on  them  than  Ihey  now  have,  or  the 
department  can  now  place  there  h)  tiuy  proper  dis- 
position it  can  make  of  the  regular  army  at  this 
lime  The  number  of  troops  now  ii  Ti-tis,  cannot, 
under  present  circuiiiilances,  be  lessened.  There 
ought  not  to  be  less,  indeed  1  think  there  should  bo 
more  troops  on  Ihc  Indian  frontier.  Should  the 
suggestion  in  the  report,  to  increase  Ihe  rank  and 
file  of  companies  to  sixty-eight  or  eighlj-four  pri- 
vates, be  approved  by  congress  and  carried  out, 
there  would  be  a  disposable  regular  force  for  the 
forts  and  fortifications  on  the  seaboard  and  northern 
and  western  frontiers;  hut  this  force  would  not  fur- 
nish adequate  garrisons  in  case  of  an  apprehended 
attack.  Besides,  it  would  require  some  months  lo 
raise  the  men,  in  the  old  regiments,  and  gel  them  in 
position.  Should  Ihis  suggestion  meet  with  favor,  I 
till  think  Ihat  aulhonly  should  be  given  to  the  pre- 


,  ■  ,     ■      .u    p„  i;  I,  .,„,.i=n'..nori:'  o'mvnUpH   I  sidenl  lo  accept  the  services  of  yolunteer  lompanies, 

pJ.,M:;V;;har,o'ne'of  ltnce"trffirpSm'd  squadrons,  bfliotis  re.imenls,  and  state  roops. 
by  niembersin  both  houses  of  congress,  scarcely  one  |  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year.  Our  silnalion 
ground  of  provocation  can  be  urged  by  the  American  .  may  be  such  that,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  delencc, 
government.  In  the  history  of  mankind  it  would  be  im- 1  these  volunteer  troops  or  militia,  to  the  number  of 
possible  10  point  out  a  nation  more  anxious  than  the  j  flfty  thousand,  may  be  needed.  Under  Ihe  direction 
Knghsh  are  at  the  present  moment  to  remain  at  peace,  I  of  the  executive,  Ihe  number  actually  received  would 
and  more  especially  with  America.  H  the  last  resort  then  be  regulaled  by  circumstances.  The  present  forli- 
ust  be  assented  to,  we   have   here,  as  on  the  banks  ol    g^j^d^,,,  p„  ^^,^  seaboard,  as 


the  Sutlej,  right  on  our  side.' 
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ause.  Having  been  once  a  prisoner  of 
the  Bri'.ish,  taken  i;i  arms,  hf  was  not  satisfied  to  remain 
a  prisoner  to  the  party  of  490,  and  proceeded  to  an  ela- 
borate argument,  by  process  of  which  he  claimed  to  have 
burst  his  bonds,  and  to  have  become  again  free. 

The  Colonel  immediaiely  rejoined,  and  insisted  that 
the  Geiieial  this  morning  had  completely  thrown  him 
self  Irom  the  living  pan  into  the  fire.  According  to  his 
position  now  taken,  all  our  claim  to  the  territory  west 
of  the  Rocky  M.mntains  dates  subsequent  to  llJ07. 

Our  next  number  will  contain   an  account  of  the  af- 

The  Xational  Intelligencer  of  yesierday,  referrini:  to 
the  debate,  says  "ihe  manner  in  which  this  exciting  de- 
bate was  conclucted  on  boih  sides,  was  every  tiling 
which  the  high  character  of  the  senate  could  require, 
mingling  dignity  with  humor  and  grave  argument  wiih 
sportive  allusion,''  These  remarks  are  premised  by  say- 
ing ol  Colonel  Benton's  attack  upon  the  Riissian  line,— 
"The  overwhelming  strength  Eiven  to  the  party  ol  the 
forty  nine,  by  the  great  names  of  Jefferso.v,  Madiso.n, 
and  AloNRuE,  put  any  serious  opposition  out  ol  the  ques- 
tion; and  the  adverse  party— still  gallant  though  greatly 
reduced  in  number— alter  a  single  shot,  to  save  their  hon- 
or, as  good  as  gave  up  the  field." 

So  far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  general  aspect  of 
things,  two  conclusions  have  been  fairly  arrived  at, 

Isi.  That  the  joint  occupancy  of  Oregon  must  termi- 
nate in  little  more  than  twelve  months. 

2d.  That  Ihe  Briiiih  government  must  accept  the  pro- 
position which  has  been  four  times  offered  to  them  by 
our  government,  and  has  four  times  been  rejected  by 
their  governmeni— or, 

3d  and  (as!/;/— there  will  not  bo  a  dissenting  voice  in 
the  United  Scales  councils.  Tile  grand  object  of  the 
Washington  "Union,''  unanimity,  will  be  attained.  Hav- 
ing  arrived  at  the  first  of  our  American  injunctions 
*'BE  SURE  that  Yli"!:  ARE  RIGHT,''  We  are  now  pre- 
pared to  "GO  ahe.\d''  one  and  all  and  with  characteristic 
ardor! 

The  arrival  of  the  packet  ship  Yorkshire  at  N.  York, 
furnishes  Liverpool  dates  to  the  5th  nil-,  one  day  later 
Vol.  XX— Sig.  .'■>. 


executive  journal. 

appointments  by  the  president. 

By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Ihe  Senate. 

Peter  G.  W.ishington,  of  Washington,  lo  be  audi- 

,     ..._  battalia  I  tor  of  Ihe  treasury,  tor  the   post   office   department, 

ih  the  hope  uf   vice  Malhew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  removed 


well  as  temporary  de- 
fences, which  must  be  resorted  to  in  case  o!  threaten- 
ed hostilities,  must  be  garrisoned;  and  the  number  1 
have  mentioned,  in  addition  lo  our  regular  force, 
unless  It  was  greatly  increased,  would  certainly  not 
be  more  than  sufficient  lo  put  the  country  in  a  rea- 
sonable slate  of  security  in  case  of  a  war  with  Great 
Britain.  On  the  northern  frontier,  where  there  are 
now  stationed  only  about  four  hundred  and  eighty 
men,  provision  should  be  made  for  placing,  on  tho 
shortest  notice,  a  force  equal  to  that  in  Canada, 
which  could  be  brought  to  assail  that  frontier  tfhos' 
tililies  from  Ihal  quarter  should  be  reasonably  ap- 
prehended. There  ore  at  this  lime  about  seven 
thousand  regular  Bnli-h  troops  in  that  province.  I 
should  prefer,  in  case  il  was  necessary  to  call  in  ihe 
litia  for  the  defence  of  Ihe  country  lo 


Thomas  P.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  lo  be  Indian  agent 
for  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  upper  Missouri,  vice  An- 
drew Diipps,  removed. 

Richard  J.  McCulloh,  to  be  meller  and  refiner  of  j  l^^  „(  ||„ 
the  Mint  of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia,  vice    obtain  the  Iro  ips  n-qnired  by  the  acceptance  ol  volj 
Jonas  li.  McClinlock,  resigned.  unleers,  rather  than  bj  the  present  mode  of  making 

John  M    McCalla,  of  Kentucky,  second  auditor  of   a   requisition  on    the  executives   of  the  slates,  and 
the  treasury    vice,  Wm.  B,  Lewis,  removed.  leaving  il  lo  Ihem  to  rai-e  Ihe   number   requ.red  by 

John  R.  Macmurdo,  of  Louisiana,  treasurer  of  the  !  draughts,  &c,  inough  il  is  probable    that  m  most  ,n- 


Branch  Mini  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  at  New  Orleans, 
vice  Horace  C.  Cammack,  removed. 

Reuben  Burdine,  of  Washington,  and  Henry  Rea- 
ver, of  Georgetown,  to  be  justices  of  the  peace. 

The  Sub-Treasury  Bill,  was  reported  to  the 
house  of  represenlalives  on  the  2d  insl.  from  the  com- 
millee  of  the  whole.  The  provisions  requiring  all 
the  government  dues  lo  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver, 
was  carried  by  a  vote  of  107  lo  74.  The  bill  finally 
passed  the  house  by  a  vole  of  l'.!3  lo  67.  and  was 
senl  lo  Ihe  senate. 

U.  S,  Senator  Houston. — Gen.  Houston,  the 
Texan  United  Stales  senator,  passed  through  Cincin- 
nati on  Tuesday  last.  The  Chronicle  says— "The 
person  of  the  civilian  and  quondam  savage  was  dis- 
tinguished from  his  suite,  by  being  enveloped  in  a 
huge  Mexican  blanket." 

Senator  Houston  arrived  at  Washington  and  look 
his  seal  in  the  United  Slates  senate  on  Monday  lasl.  !  ment  from   Ihe  general  commanding  the  array,  con- 

taining  his  views  of  the  niiniber  of  troops  required  lo 

naval    journal.  man  the  fortifications,  &.C. 

The  Raritan  V.  Stales  frigate,  Capt.  Gregory,  has  With  a  view  to  ijive  you  full  and  authentic  infor- 
reached  Pens'acola  from  Rto  Janeiro,  and  wi.l  mation  in  rcirard  I  the  several  matters  embraced  m 
proceta  lojom  the  gulf  squadron  al  Vera  Cruz.  I  the  resolution  whtch  you  s.nt  lo  me,  I  h.ve  requir- 


lancrs  the  number  required  by  the  latter  mode 
would  be  volunteers.  Voluiileera  would  be  likely  lo 
do  more  effective  service  when  first  called  out,  llian 
draughted  militiamen.  I  would  respectfully  refer 
you  lo  the  acts  of  congress  on  this  subject.  [See  vol. 
9,  U.S.  laws,  chap  470,  session  of  1836;  chap.  1319, 
session  of  1839  ] 

In  relation  lo  raising  additional  regimen's,  I  refer 
you  lo  my  views  as  expressed  in  my  report  to  Ihe 
president,  and  by  him  senl  lo  congress. 

In  reference  lo  a  peace  establishmenl,  I  would  re- 
commend two  new  regiments,  if  the  suggestion  to 
increase  the  rank  and  file  of  the  presi-iit  companies 
should  not  be  favorably  received.  In  the  piejcnl 
aspect  of  oi.r  forei,;ii  allairs,  this  mode  of  auguic.il- 
ing  the  regular  force  of  the  country  commends  itself 
lo  my  judgment.  These  regiments,  should  they  bo 
raised,  ate  to  be  in  addition  lo  Ihc  troops  proposed  te 
be  raised  to  garrison  the  chain  of  posts  to  the  Rocky 
.Mountains. 

With  this   communication  I   send   to  you  a  stale- 
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ed  stalemenls  frum  the  ejigineer  and  ordnance  bu- 
reaus, and  herewith  transmit  them  to  you.  It  is  in 
my  opinion,  important  thai  the  information,  in'all 
Its  details,  asset  forth  in  these  documents  should 
not  be  made  public.  I  trust  the  committee  will  con- 
cur in  Ihe  propriety  of  this  suggestion. 

I  forbear  to  reiterate  the  suggestions  in  the  report 
ol  the  chief  engineer,  in  regard  to  the  fortifnations 
temporary  defences,  &c.  but  commend  them  tn  ihp 
favorable  consideration  of  the  committee.  The  an 
propriaiions  which  he  suggests  are  large,  but  not 
more  so  than  the  safety  of  the  country  requires  in 
the  contingencies  he  contemplates.  The  increased 
expenditures  upon  permanent  w,uks  is  an  outlay  that 
must  be  made  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years  and 
in  ray  judgment,  sound  policy  indicates  that  it  should 
be  in  the  power  of  the  government  to  expend  im- 
mediately  „  hat,  under  oihcr  circum-tances,  might 
be  allotted  to  such  objects  for  two  or  three  years  - 
It  u-ill  be  recollected  that  the  cost  of  the  permanent 
works  will  not  be  increased  by  accelerating  the 
completion  of  them.  The  same  remarks  are  also 
applicable  to  the  expenditures  for  armaments  ord- 
nance stores,  &c.  But  if  it  should  be  deemed  'inex- 
pedient by  the  committee  to  present  to  congress  at 
tills  time  the  large  appropriations  suggested  in  the 
reports  of  the  chief  engineer  and  the  offi.er  at  the 
head  of  the  ordnance  bureau,  or  if  there  would  he 
Jikely  to  be  a  considerable  delay  in  getting  a  bill 
making  such  appropriations,  through  coril-ress  1 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  appropria- 
tions for  forlihcations  and  for  armaments  and  mu- 
nitions of  war,  asked  lor  in  the  estimates  already 
submitted  from  this  department,  should  be  granted 
without  delay,  and  that  the  restriction  which  con 
fines  the  expenditure  of  them  to  the  fiscal  year  should 
be^so  far  removed  as   to  allow  a   resort  to  them  at 

It  is  considered  important  that   the  work  on  forts 
and  (orlifications   should    be  prosecuted    with  vigor 
and  at  the  earliest   practicable   period;  and  that  the 
department  should  know  what  means  it  can  com- 
f,"!     '.l  'he  course  of  a   few   months,  that  it  may 
forthwith  make  preparatory  arrangements  for  usinir 
them.     It  ,5  equally  important  that   it   should  be  at 
once  apprised  of  the  means  which  will  be  placed  at 
Its  disposal  for  the  armament,  oidn;,nce  stores   &c 
now  wantmg  to  make  up  a  full  supply.  Considei'able 
tinie  IS    required  to    fabricate    heavy    ordnance   &c 
and  preparations  cannot  be  safely  made  in  anticipa' 
tion  of  the  necessary  appropriations.     Some  of  ihe 
materials  require  to  be  provided  several  years  before 
they  are  in  the  best  condition  for  use.  The  estimates 
for  formications,    &c.  already  made,  have  excluded 
relerence  to  permanent  works,  some  of  them  not  be- 
gun,  and  olheis  in  no  stale  ol  forwardness.  With  all 
practicable  dispatch,  it  will  require  more  than  a  year 
tocomplete  them.  Should  the  points  they  are  design- 
ed   to  cover  and  protect  be   threatened,  the  delence 
of  hem  will  depend  on  temporary   works,  and  these 
will  rcqiiire   considerable   expense.     For  these,  no 
estimate  has  been  submitted.   The  precise  character 
ol  these  temporary    defences  cannot   be  designated- 
nor  cao  it  be  now  determined    u  here    they    will    be' I 
wanted.     1  would    recommend    that  a  c.nsiderable 
sum  lor  these  purposes  should   be  placed   at  the  dis- 
cretion 0.    the    executive.     If  not    needed,  it  would 
not  be  used.     In  my  opinion,  two   or  three  hundred 
hoiisand  dollars  might  properly  be  appropriated  lor 
those  uujecls.     In  case  ol  war,  or  threatened  attack, 
a  much  larger  sum  would    be   necessary.     Very  re    ' 
spectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 
,,        r^  ^^-  ^    MAKCY,  secretary  of  war 

Hon.  Thomas  H.  Kenton, 

Chan  man  committee  on  military  affairs  senate 


Oregon  qoestion— ■J'he  Paris  correspondent  of 
the  bo>tou  .dllas,  writes  on  the  28th  February  — 

"As  It  IS  perhaps  well  -'to  see  ourselves  as  others 
see  us,"  1  have  copied  another  Oregon  article  from 
one  0  the  prinei|.al  morning  papers,  established  un- 
der the  auspices  ol  M.  Guizot.  It  appeared  on  the 
10th  of  ..larch,  and  has  been  le-copic'il  bv  sixteen 
country  papers,  of  the  same  political  stan.p.  Aite 
saying  ,ha,  th,-.  news  of  Sir  Robert  Peel's  reform  b'll 
pioduced  a  prolound  imprussion  in  the  United  Slates 
It  enters  into  the  following  train  of  argument  to  show 
that  It  mil  prevent  a  ,>ar:" 

"In  gcncnil,  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  are 
—of  all  nations  in  the  woild,— the  most  .iiffi,uli  -,s 
regards  the  eslablishment  and  continuance  of  ^',.u,l 
diplomatic  relations.  Not  that  it  costs  much  to  Ver 
suade  them  to  accept  a  minisleri-lhe  cabinJt  of 
Washington  receives  ihcm  indillerently  from  all 
parts  ol -the  world,  and  there  is  not  a  single  new 
sta  e,  whatever  may  be  its  origin,  which  is  not  ure 
to  be  immclialely  recognised:  but  this  acknowled- 
ment  does  not  curiy  with  it  any  guarantee;  it  mav  ob 
acknowledged  l.,-.d,,y,  absorbed  to-moirow.  Such 
13  the  history  of  Texas. 


The  government  of  the  United  States  rests  upon 
an  extremely  changeable  basis— the  popular  will 
ruled  by  a  permanent  agitation.  In  a  few  years,  or 
months,  al  its  politics  mav  change.  There  is  not 
there  any  high  position,  any  commanding  influence 
w  nich  maintains  and  perpetuates  any  order  of  ideas. 
I  hose  colled  in  America  whigs,  constitute  there  the 
most  elevated  class;  but  it  is  an  aristocracy  of  com- 
merce, which  has  no  landed  existence,  and  which 
tiling  amidst  the  chances  of  trade,  requires  to  a 
greater  extent  than  the  other  classes,  calm,  peace, 
and  good  foreign  relations.  Besides,  this  class,  as 
suredly  the  best  instructed,  the  most  capable,  the 
most  moral,  that  which  best  conceives  and  practices 
wiih  the  greatest  dexterity  a  policy  liberal  abroad 
and  generous  at  home,  is  not  emirely  pure  from  war- 
like velleity.  It  ,s  not  precisely  that  the  whigs  have 
a  great  desire  to  lake  arms,  but  a  part  of  them  will 
not  be  annoyed  by  the  difficulties  which  a  war  will 
entail.  The  journals  of  the  United  Slates,  which 
like  Latin,  defy  honesty  in  their  words,  asserted  le- 
cently,  that  war  was  desired  by  pillagers.  The  pre- 
cise sense  of  these  words  is  this: 

American  commerce  is  principally  sustained  by 
t-nglish  capital.  Those  immense  canals,  those  irfi> 
mte  railroads,  those  steamers  which  furrow  the  Mis- 
sissippi, the  Ohio,  and  the  Hudson,  are  all  in  a 
great  part,  the  properly  of  the  capitalists  of  Great 
Brilam.  A  third  of  New  T.ik,  houses,  magazines, 
and  merchandize,  belongs  to  the  money-bailiffs  of 
Liverpool  and  London.  Now,  a  war  will  have  the 
advantage  of  enabling  Ihe  Americans  to  discharge 
in  a  great  measure,  these  obligations-  The  Ameri' 
can  debtor  finds  it  very  diffi.-ult  to  pav  his  debts  in 
lime  of  peace-judge,  therefore,  what  he  will  do  in 
case^ot  war!  Those  who  have  not  dealt  in  the  Uni- 
ed  Slates,  know  not,  cannot  comprehend,  with  what 
iigntness  commercial  engagements  are  there  treated. 
A  European  who  falls,  is  generally  banished  from 
the  commercial  world— in  the  United  States,  they 
make  two,  four  eight,  fifteen  failures,  and  remain 
merchants  as  before. 

.i.?n7',h''  '^'"'  '"  "'"  ^"'""^  S'"'^'-  =>  '^'"•tnin  por- 
tion ot  the  whig  party  who  wish  for  war-those  of 
whom  we  have  just  spoken-and  who  are  denomma 
led  pil  agers,  by  an  American  paper.  As  to  iTe  de- 
mocralic  party  called  there  locofaco,  who  hold  the 
rea.  esta  e,  they  are  generally  veiv  bellicose-not 
because  Ihey  have  a  combative  disposition,  but  ow 
ing  to  their  excessive  national  vanity,  savage  cus- 
toms, and  rude  manners.  »age  cus 

The  landed  American,  or  pun  Yankee,  is  a  special 
(jpe,  of  which  It  is  difficult  to  convey  an  idea  He 
considers  himseli  the  strongest  and  most  influenIJa' 
man  in  the  world.  The  ancient  Gascons  were  t,  J 
and  reserved    compared  with  the  Yankees.     For  the 

Fr  nch  ""^'^'"^^  Englishmen  and  half-a-duzn 
Hreichmen,  ,s  the  easiest  matter  in  the  world.  The 
celebrated  combat  on  Lake  Erie,  in  which  he  A  i  e 
ncan  captured,  (>erj  bravely,  by  the  Jay  a n  E  ' 
lish  frigae,  and   the  battle  of  New  Orleans    have 

'iX!:lT"'t  """■  'r''-  The  captured  fiig- 
11     liigate  has   been  carefully  preserved  as  a  relic- 

ons  Umber  "  '""'7  '""''  "">  ""«  "-"e  ca  es 
oir.1  nl  h  r"'  ^^^'•^''/■''Ih  an  inscription  commeii,: 
orating  the  laet,  one  of  which  every  true  American 
considers  it  an  honor  to  possess.     tL  band  of  radT.  I 

fi^^:^i;^^;rle:::^r"K,^-'r^-l 
p,o,r^:^7:;?^;-- ----ir-^l^ 

to  open  conflict,  would  be  tor  them  the  aliair  ,,  !n 
unreflected  whim.  •^"  "'  <"' 


the  mercantile  world— they  are  now  to  become  the 
butchers,  millers  and  bakers  of  England.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  one  is  already  on  good  terms  with  his 
clients,  especially  when  they  pay  Dunctually. 

We  are,  therefore,  convinced  that  the  lucrative 
aideof  Sir  R.  Peel's  reform  will  have  produced  a 
powerful  effect  upon  the  Americans,  and  that  their 
commercial  and  agricultural  interests  will  stifle  war 
Besides,  although  the  Americans  cry  louder  than  any 
other  nation  in  the  world,  when  it  comes  to  acting 
they  thmk  twice.  No  one  has  forgotten  the  warlike 
racket  they  marie  in  1839.  during  the  celebrated  trial 
of  McLeod.  They  had  sworn  a  hundred  limes  to 
hang  tne  English  subject,  (who  had  evidentlv  fi'red 
he  Caroline,)  yet,  when  they  found  a  war  was  sure 
to  lollow,  they  acquitted  and  relea'ied  him.  We  are, 
therefore,  perfectly  reassured  upon  Ihe  Oregon  afl 
lair;  lor  the  enormous  advantages  which  England  oi- 
lers to  the  Americans,  is  the  best  and  most  desirable 
guarantee  of  a  continuance  of  peace  between  the 
two  people." 

STATES    OF    THE     UNION. 


However,  if  the  American  is  rude  and  wild   he  is 
abo  e  a      a  commercial  speculator,  and  for  hm  the 

convinced  that  il  they  do  love  Oregon,  they  will  turn 
Horn  It  H  ith  gusto  to  the  profits  thev    ■.;,.„/ 
Great  Britain      Their    and    s  the  nL    r  "■'''' /™"' 
...,,„    ,   ,      ..  '*  ''^""  '^  I'le  most  lavored  «nnt 

on  the  globe  lor  agricultural  production.  Grain  of 
every  species,  and  above  all  wheat  and  Indian  crr^ 
are  rais.d  m  great  abundance,   and    at  low  pn  .'r.' 

r;}.tru:iti:3'i^;a^r^;t^;z-!ii 
ae:;'S;u-,::^i:-.i,,:f£ 

III  In  I  in  ih  '^'   ^i?l""""'=.   a'l'l   Charleston 

w  111  find  m  the  transport  of  these  articles.     It  is  reu- 

sonab  e,     hen.   to  suono.-..  in-.t  n      »        ■ 

l,,v,.  ,.v,„.r,        '" '"I'Pu-"-.  that  the  American  would 

a»e  .  xpcrienced  a  certain  pleasure  in  killin-  some 

toth.,';tf;^:;i!;:r;.;;;:^i-r;t-r;ers^?| 


Maryland- — The  Hale  senate.  Jacob  Charles,  Esq 
senator  from  Caroline  county,  has  resigned  his  seat'' 
having  served  four  years  of  his  term.  The  consti- 
lulional  terms  of  the  senators  from  Alleganv  Wash- 
mglon,  Baltimore,  Cecil,  Queen  Ann's,  and'Worces- 
ter  counties,  and  Baltimore  city,  closed  with  the 
current  session.  And  the  seat  from  Frederick  hav- 
ing been  declared  vacant,  there  will  be  an  election 
lor  nine  senators  next  October. 

Michigan — A  symptom  of  repudiation.  The 
board  of  supervisors  ol  Macomb  coun-.y  have  passed 
resolutions  against  making  assessments  for  the  pur- 
pose expressed  in  the  auditor  general's  circular  un- 
til they  shall  have  a  fuller  report  of  the  condition  of 
the  finances  of  the  stat-,  and  hear  that  the  proceeds 
ol  the  sale  of  the  Central  railroad  have  been  applied 
to  liquidate  the  state  liabilities. 

Mississippi.  The  legislature  closed  their  annual 
session  on  the  5th  inst. 

Public  lands.  An  act  was  passed  v«-hich  grants 
pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  five  hundred 
thousand  acres  ol  land,  donated  to  the  state  by  con- 
gress lor  purposes  of  internal  improvement. 

Louisiana.— Jui/icm;  appointments.  The  governor 
has  nominated  four  persons  to  constitute  the  supreme 
court,  under  the  new  constitution.  The  nomination 
ol  Judge  LusTis,  as  chief  judge,  has  been  confirmed 
as  has  also  that  of  Pierre  A.  Root,  Esq.  as  one  of 
the  associate  judges.  The  other  two  nominations 
weie  yet  to  be  acl^'d  on. 

Livingston's  criminal  code,  has  been  reported  to  the 
legislature  as  published  by  him,  ami  is  referred  to 
the  judicial  committee,  who  are  occupied  in  care- 
fully examining  it,  with  a  view  to  proposing  such 
I  amendments  as  may  be  deemed  requisite. 

Texas— TAc  legislature,  continued  in  session  up  to 
I  our  l.,st  dates  from  Galveston,— laHi  ultimo.  Roth 
houses  adjourned  on  the  2d  ultimo,  to  celebrate  the 
anniversary  of  I  exan  Independence. 

Cession— A  bill  has  passed  both  houses,  for  the 
cession  to  the  United  Slates,  of  all  fortifications,  bar- 
•  racks,  arms,  navy  and  navy  yaids,  puuiic  edifices, 
and  apparalus  lor  public  defence,  as  required  by  re- 
solutions of  congress,  upon  such  terms  as  shal'l  be 
agreed  upon  with  the  U.  States. 

Jlppoinlmenis— The  nominations  of  John  Hemphill 
as  chiel  justice,  and  Judges  Lipscomb  and  Wheeler 
were  confirmed.  That  of  Volney  E  Howard  as  at- 
torney general  was  rejected  by  Ihe  senate. 

Slu/e  IVeasurer- James  H.  Raymond,  Esq.,  is  duly 
elected.  '  •' 

The  eliclion  of  representatives  to  congress— Accord- 
ing to  the  governor's  proclamatio.i,  was  lo  take  place 
on  the  3Utli  ol  March. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE^ 


topptp.  IN  Cuba.  By  a  lare  arrival  from  Huvann,  the 
New  Oilcans  Ijee  has  the  lollowinj;  siaiemtnt  o|  the 
copper  ininiiig  inierct.1  al  St.  Jago  de  Cuba.  The  ex- 
port of  copper  ore  Irom  iliai  port,  from  the  Ist  of  De- 
ccniUr  lo  Ihe  3Ut  ol  January  last  past,  being  (wo 
munihs  amounted  lo  5,926  ions.  Between  the  5ih  ol 
Novemher  and  3d  December  Inst,  there  weir  •2,y(i4  lens 
ol  copper  ore  sold  in  Swansea,  where  il  is  taken  lo  be 
-sinelled,  and  which  realized  the  sum  of  i'37  J'lS  177  — 
Iho  ore  was  selling  on  the  loil,  December  al  X'ya'io 
.t.%  per  101,.^  1110  Coosoli.laied  .Minim,.  Company  in 
.^1.  .laijo  (Ic  Cuba,  is  d  iviiird  mio  I^.Uuu  s,li,irc.s,  wurtli 
-t-JO  per  share.  The  Company  ol  ihe  ri.oi  Jose  mine  is 
divided  into  'Al  .hares,  and  its  value  is  n 't  known;  from 
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I  rough  calculaiioii,  however,  each  share  may  be  pat 
[own  a5  worih  £10,000.  There  is  also  a  railroad  com- 
lany  in  conneciion  willi  ihe  mines.  This  road  will  be 
ipened  nexl  monili  lo  the  public,  its  principal  use  being 
ledicaied  to  the  Iraiisporlalion  of  the  ore  from  Ihe  mimng 
listrici  to  the  harbor,  distant  about  two  miles.  1  he 
>mpany  is  divided  into  5,000  shares  at  SlOOashare.— 
Vbout  430,000  have  already  bt-f  n   taken. 

Tun  Wheat  Ch'  f  of  the  U.'jiTEn  States— The 
jRAiN  Grots  of  Kitp^ope.  As  there  is  considerable 
iiixieiy  fellihrou^.iuul  the  Uni;rJ  SliUesin  reference  to 
ho  (luestion,  "  ir^ilicr  Great  Bmain  will  opni  her  poilH 
"or  Ihe  ndinissi.ii  nf  r,.reign  grain,  and  wheiher,  il  .ne 
Joes,  we  can  supplv  ilie  demand  Irom  our  sii|ipofei  ox- 
;es3,  1  lay  beioro  your  readers  aonie  estimates  1  have 
:arefully  compiled,  at  ihe  wheat  crop  of  the  Union,  for 
1345,  tofellier  Willi  some  remarks  on  the  probabl.;  de- 
mand thai  will  bo  nnde  on  this  Ciiiinlry,  Juring  the  pre- 
sent year,  whether  England  does,  or  does  not  open  her 
pons.  .  .      ,,. 

It  is  not  now  doub'ed,  we  pre=ume.  by  any  mteiligent 
man,  thai  ihe  pnato  crops  of  Europe  are  shori;  tliai  the 
wheat  cro|i  of  England  is  much  deteriorated  in  qnalilj;, 
and  hence  in  weight;  ihat  the  crop  of  wheal  ol  Conn- 
nenlal  Europe  is  far  below  an  average  one,  and  that  ihe 
effnt  of  the  shori  potato  crop  is  lo  create  an  unusual  de- 
mand for  grain  tosupply  the  p'fce  of  that  nulrihous  ve- 
oeiable,  until  ihe  coming  of  ihe  ne.\t  harvest. 
'  The  "Mark  Lane  Express"— the  best  authority  in  Eu- 
rope on  ihe  subject  of  the  crops  ot  cereal  grmns,  a  jour- 
nal winch  has  for  a  number  of  years  neen  the  organ  of 
the  corn  interests  in  England,  and  has  been  siiiipo.-ed  to 
sinnil  between  buvera.id  aelltr,  and  consniner  and  pro- 
ducer, 10  tell  the  iruth— has  asserled,  and  rei'eraled  ihat 
the  crops  of  England  and  Continental  Europe  are  short, 
and  Ihat  England— to  use  its  own  language— ''must 
liiok  to  America  for  her  supply  of  bread  stutjs  for  the 
coming  year."  ,.  .     ,  , 

Indi-ed.  no  man  can  look  on  the  great  poliiical  convul- 
sion which  now  shakes  England  lo  her  centre,  wuliout 
believing  ihat  there  is,  in  ihis  declaration  of  the  Mark 
Lane  E.\press,  more  truth  than  fancy- 

If  it  b  ■  true  then,  that  to  America,  England  must  look 
for  a  sniv'y  of  bread  siuirs  for  Ihe  present  year,  it  is  not 
an  unmipir;ani  question  to  us  to  know,  wheiher  we  can 
supply  her,  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent. 

The  reliable  data  of  ihe  crop  of  wheat  of  this  coun- 
try, is  tlie  census  of  IHO;  .ind  lor  subsequent  years 


g-a/Aerfd,  that  the  crop  of  this  state  would  be  twenty-one 

millions,  (ihe  highest  estimate  I  have  seen,)  but  it  is  now 
well  kiio.vn  that  the  yield  of  that  stute  proved  to  be 
greatly  injured  in  the  northern  seeiioii  ol  ii;  and  it  is  now 
confidenily  believed  it  will  not  exceed  seventeen  millions 
of  bushels. 

We  now  proceed  lo  esiimnle  the  annual  consumplion. 
Most  writers  on  the  smiistics  of  consumption  of  this 
country  estimate,  (including  that  consumption  in  manu- 
laciuri'n"  purpose^".)  the  consninpiinn  of  what  at  four  and 
n  hall  bu.shols  per  head  of  ilie  whjle  pupnhnon.  We 
lihir.-  il.  however,  at  f  inr  and  a  fourili,  and  eslimate  tne 
popul.tiion  of  ihis  cinmirv,  al  ihe  pre-ent  time,  ai  uvenlv 
1  niilliun.i.  To  arrive  at  the  qnanliiy  necessary  [.irsmd, 
we  lake  the  qii  intiiy  of  wheat  grown  last  year,  107,87S, 
flOO  huslieis,  and  allow  an  average  pnidnclion  ol  iwcniy 
bushels  to  ihe  acre,  which  gives  ."j.liOiOOO,  which  require, 
to  seed  them,  tlie  present  year,  onf  and  a  half  bn-hels  lo 
the  acre.  I"  is  manifest  we  have  not  a  great  surplus  of 
wheal  in  this  country  annually,  from  ihe  fact  thai  when 
our  new  crop  cornes  in,  (in  July.)  it  is  not  on  hand.— 
The  highest  estimate  wo  have  seen  is  five  millions  of 
bushels  of  excess;  we  place  it  at  four  last  year,  as  Ine 
crop  of  IS  14  w.is  not  an  average  one.  In  figures,  then, 
we  sum  up  .IS  follows: 
For  seed  used  in  Sepicmber  and  October, 

5,395,000  acres,  at  1^  bushels         •  8,089,000 

Inicrnal  consumplion,  twenty  millions  of  popu- 

Inlion,  41  bushels  each  85,000,000 

The  average  annual  exports  to  ports  in  the 
Gulf— ihe  Islands  of  the  Sea,  South  .Ame- 
rica, and  the  north  west  coast,  are  believed 
to  be  one  million  of  barrels  flour,  or  say,  of 
wheat  5.000,000 


From  the  data  I  have  given,  Icome  lo  the  coneluvioii, 
that  the  ;»'os/)crrtt'e  deficioncy  of  bread  stuffs  in  Europe, 
is  apparent.  But  the  actual  deficiency  will  not  be  se- 
riously/c/f,  iiiilil  lale  in  ihe  spring  of  iho  present  year. 

The  lad,  wheiher  Eiijliiiid  does  or  does  no!  open  her 
ports,  will,  I  think,  liuve  liule  or  noelVcctpn  the  demand 
lor  grain  the  present  year.  The  only  question  as  lo  de- 
mand is,  innsi  she  have  grain,  and  if  so,  where  is  she  to 
get  it  from,  il  not  Irom  America? 

So  far  as  the  opening  of  ihe  pons  is  to  have  an  eflect 
on  this  coiiniry  in  after  years,  I  iliink  it  very  qnestionu- 
ble  whether  iho  aJopijon  of  such  a  mi-nsuro  will  bo  bene- 
(ioiul  ID  our  wheat  growinif  interests.  Coniiiicnial  EU' 
ropo,  in  ordinury  yojr.s,  (i  e.  >\lien  (/it  itouh  are  good,) 
can  supply  Englnnd  wiili  all  the  bread  stuns  she  wants, 
at  lower  prices  than  we  pi)s9ilily  can,  and,  if  her  purls 
are  open,  the  ccinlinenial  v  hen:  growing  countries  will 
b'',  as  iluy  now  arc,  on  iliesann'  looting  us  ourselvea-r 
we  having  this  advantagr-  amu.  that  we  shall  not  have,  on 
the  opening  of  the  ports,  viz:  that  our  wheal  is  now  in- 
troduced into  the  Oanndiiui  and  other  Provinces,  at  low 
duties,  and  from  thence  ii.to  England,  at  lower  rates  of 
duly  ihaiiweund  theconiinenlal  naiion?  now  pay. 

[Cor.  a.  Louii  Jlep. 

New  Orleans  trade.— The  total  receipts  at  New  Or- 
leans, from  ihe  interior,  for  ihe  first  third  of  ihocommef; 
cial  year,  (1st  Sept.  lo  Ist  .laiiuary)  for  two  seasons,  has 
been  as  follows: 


9.S,OS9,000 
Allowing   then    that  ihe    crop  of  Ohio  is  23,199,000, 
(alihough  we  esiimato  it  at  six  millions  less  the  present 
year,)  we  have  a  production  of  107,878,693. 

To  this  production,  add  the  excess  of  wheal  at  the 
cnmin"  ill  of  ihe  crop  ol  Jnlv,  lS4->,  viz:  -1,000,1)00  bush- 
els an  J  we  have  the  sum  of  111,873,693. 

From  this  last,  deduct  the  preceding  sum,  ,>:  98,039,000, 

and  deduct  also  the  Ohio  over  estimaie,  whicli  I  conceive 

to  be  at  least  six   millions  of  bushels,  and   we  have  as 

a  correct  eslimate  of  our  surplus  for  crport,  7,7SP,693 

bushels. 

Let   us  examine  if  England  and   the  coniinenl  will 

..„u  ,u,  ..u=..^u.,.,  ..„,=,  ...  .  want  any,  and,  if  any,  probably  what,  quanhiy  to  supply 

he  esiimates  of  Mr.  Ellsworth,  late  of  the  P,i-  j  ''"^^ ^'^^Z^^iX^.X^^rl^^nes  of  years  Eng- 

flour  from  ih 


cellent  authority. 


Thai  gentleman,  in  his  oillcial  reports  to  the  govern-    land  has  iinporled  but  htile  grain  or 
■  ■■  '"43.  IOO.3UO.000  bushels:  that    'fi/— but  thai  ninctenths  ol  all  herfi 


ment.  made  the  crop  of  1343,  100,300,000  bushels;  that 
of  1S44,  (last  year,)  95,0u0,000. 

No  estimates  in  detail,  as  we  believe,  having  been  giv- 
en for  the  present  year,  1  submit  for  the  consideraiion  ol 
y.iur  readers  ;he  following  estimates:  I  believe  them  as 
near  as  may  be  correct,  having  paid  a  good  deal  of  alten- 
li.in  lo  ihe  subject  of  ihe  wheal  crop,  for  a  number  of 

\Ve  give,  in  the  first  column,  the  official  return  of  the 
crop  of  1840,  logeiher  with  our  estimates  in  deiail  of  the 
naiiiral  increase  since  ihat  period,  premising  that  the 
crop  of  1845  was  a  good  one,  and  of  which  we  shall 
speak  more  hereafter. 

Estimate  of  Giain  crop  in  tlie  United  States  for  1S45. 
Official  return  of  1840.        Aggregate  for  1845. 


States. 

bush,      pel- 

ct.  of  one 

bush. 

Tennessee 

4,509.000 

10 

4,959.000 

Kentucky 

4.803,000 

10 

5,283,000 

Virginia 

10,109,000 

15 

11,626,000 

Ohio 

16,571,000 

40 

23,199,000 

Indiana 

4,049.000 

30 

5,263.000 

North  Carolina 

1,960  000 

10 

2,156.000 

Illinois 

3,335.u00 

75 

5,836  000 

Alabama 

825,000 

10 

910,000 

Georgia 

1,804,000 

10 

1,984,000 

Missouri 

1,037  000 

50 

1,555,000 

South  Carolina 

968,000 

8 

1,045  000 

Pennsylvania 

13,-213.OO0 

10 

14,534.000 

Mississippi 

196.000 

10 

215,000 

New  York 

12,286,000 

12 

13,760,000 

Maryland 

3,345,000 

10 

3,679,000 

Louisiana 

060 

060 

Arkaufas 

106,000 

20 

127,000 

New  Jersey 

774,000 

10 

851,000 

Michigan 

1.157,000 

200 

6,471,000 

Delaware 

315,000 

10 

346.000 

Massachuseils 

157,000 

5 

164,000 

Connecticut 

87,000 

5 

99.000 

Iowa 

151.000 

300 

610,000 

New  Hampsh 

re    4*2,000 

5 

443,000 

Vermont 

493,000 

5 

616.000 

Maine 

818  000 

8 

915,000 

Florida 

412 

50 

018 

Rhode  Island 

3,000 

5 

3,015 

Wisconsin 

212,000 

500 

1, 060  000 

D.s.  of  Colum 

hia    219,000 

20 

262,0u0 

84,823,000 

107,878,693 

Fractions  of  100  left  out. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  as  before  remarked,  estimates  the  crop 
of  1844  a;  ninety-five  miliiiins  bushels-  This,  iherefore. 
gives  an  increase  of  nearly  Ihirteen  millions  of  bushels, 
which  we  think  is  a  large  eslimate.  We  estimate  then, 
if  the  crop  was  a  good  one,  ihat  ihe  quantity  of  wheal 
grown  in  the  United  Stales  in  1845,  was  nearly  108  000, 
000  ot  buslicis  I  remark  here,  however,  that  aliliough 
the  crop  w  as  generally  estimated  lo  be  good,  dial  the 
erop  of  Ohio,  1  think,  is  loolarje  by  full  six  millions  ol 
bushels.     It  was  esiimaied,  aboul  the  time  theluruesi  irii 


cowl 

_ __  ign  supplies,  have 

„.,ii  from  the  continent  of  Europe  and  Asia.  The 
Prussians,  Germans,  Egyptians,  and  Turks,  have  hith- 
erto supplied  her,  and  at  lower  prices  than  we  could.— 
Can  she  get  her  supplies  from  the  Baliic— ihe  Black  s^'a, 
and  the  Egyptian  ports  the  present  year?  The  Mark 
Lane  iE.vpress  answers  no— "we  must  look  to  America,'' 
for  the  crop  of  wheat  is  short  in  all  continenlal  Euro|)e, 
and  the  potato  crop  has,  in  a  great  measure  failed.  The 
Egyptians  have  prohibited  the  exportation  of  arain,  and 
Ihe  price  of  wheal,  at  Dantzic,  on  the  Baltic,  and  at 
Odessa,  on  the  Black  sea,  is  nearly  as  high  as  it  is  in 
England.  We  believe  these  are  faels.  We  have  exam- 
ined the  price  of  wheat  at  Dantzic,  given  by  ihe  last 
steamer.  Il  is  quoted  at  this  great  grain  mart,  at  o2s.  on 
hoard  per  quarlir,  (exclusive  ol  freight  and  charges  to 
Enulaiid,)  and  in  Liverpool,  ihe  piice  of  foreign  wheat, 
"iirbond,"  is  quoted  at  56s.— a  difference  of  43.  for  the 
imperial  quarter  of  480  pounds,  or  8  bushels  to  pay 
(rei'dit  and  charges!  It  isslaied,  moreover,  that  the  price 
of  wheal  in  the" Turkish  dominions,  has  risen  100  per 
cent,  since  the  harvest  was  gathered.  We  do  not  assert 
these  to  be  truths,  but,  il  they  o;)prouc/i  the  iruih,  we  ask, 
where  is  England  to  get  her  average  annual  import  of 
bread  siuffs?  We  think,  with  ihe  .Mark  Lane  Express, 
from  America.  Let  us  now  see  what  she  will  probably 
want.  We  have  before  us  an  official  table  of  tlie  quan- 
tity of  grain  and  flour  imported  into  England  for  a  series 
of  years,  viz:  from  1815  lo  1841.  We  quote,  however, 
only  the  lasi  seven  years,  which  is  sufficient  to  show  the 
average.     It  is  headed  thus: 

Great  Brilain—Floiir  and  Grain  Trade— An  account  of 
the  Grain  and  Flour  imported  into  Gent  Bntuuutn 
each  year  from  IstJanuarij,  1813,  to  the  31s(  December, 
1844. 

1838  quarters.  5,009,031 

1839  "  6,>i34,149 
1S40  "  6,318,-304 
1811                             "                            6,512  506 

1S42         "         5,b0i;,riy8 

1813  ■'  4,167,823 

IS44  "  5,583,083 

The  Imperial  quarter  is  eight  measured  bushels— the 
iniperi!>l  huahel  is  seventy  pounds. 

The  crops  of  1844,  in  England,  were  good.  I,  there- 
fore, lake  the  importation  of  1844,  as  the  basis  of  imports 
ihe  present  year,  and  if  her  crops  be  good  ihe  presem 
year,  we  infer,  she  will  want  at  least  as  much  as  in  1344. 
or  5.583,083  quarters  or  44,061,064  bushels.  Our  official 
daia,  a.s  before  slated,  is  headed,  importations  of  "flour 
and  gram  into  Great  Briiain.  &c."  We  have  no  means 
of  asceriaining  wheiher  this  liierally  means  whealen 
bread  siuffs,  or  whether  il  includes  beans,  peas,  barley, 
..tc,  and  in  ihe  absence  of  positive  knowledge,  we  will 
allow  il  does— and,  to  make  a  very  liberal  deduciion,  we 
will  throw  off"  one  luilfofl.be  above  aggreeaie,  and  it 
siill  leaves  the  larae  quaniily  of  .12,332.382  bushels  of 
wheat  and  flour,  to  be  imporied  into  Greal  Britain,  the 
present  year,  even  allowing  that  her  wheal  crop  is  as  t;ood 
as  l'i44 


■ 

1RJ5 

1841. 

Flour 

bbia 

222  hii:) 

101,450 

Pork 

14,265 

31,340 

"  bulk 

tns 

334 

Beef 

bbIs 

6,490 

11,025 

cka 

1325 

133 

Tallow 

1.056 

3,545 

Whiskey 

bbls 

29,760 

21,345 

Corn,  shelled 

BkS 

163,530 

93.180 

in  curs 

bbls 

27,070 

18,307 

Wheat            bids 

and  sks 

12,780 

8,ii"5 

Bacon 

bxs 

2,083 

7 

cks 

3,815 

3  3U5 

"     bulk. 

ms 

4 

2b 

Scans 

bbls 

2,6,57 

3.730 

Butler 

kgs 

11,566 

11,305 

bbls 

367 

102 

Cheese 

bxs 

16,860 

15,680 

Coal 

bhis 

33,000 

40,0i)(l 

Hemp 
Hides 

bis 

11,085 

12.0?0 

20,175 

3 1  9;"J 

liav 

bdls 

10,175 

5  730 

Lard 

kgs 

66,690 

68,260 

bbls 

7,882 

9,200 

Lead 

pgs 

211,840 

215,070 

Oats               bbis 

and  sks 

54,220 

54,210 

Potatoes 

bbls 

46,300 

24,967 

Sugar 

hlids 

26,264 

30,372 

Tobacco 

7,8,iO 

8,626 

Wool 

bl3 

415 

367 

1,600 

The  increase  in  flour,  notwithstanding  the  interruption 
;i  December,  has  been  58,440  bbls,  near  15,000  bbls  a 
nonih.     Pork  has  falling  off  17,009  bbls,  5,735  packages. 


MEMORANDA    FOR   AMERICAN   HISTORY. 

WILLIAM    PENN    AND    SLAVERY. 

Bancroft's  History  of  the  U.  States,  vol.  11,  page 
403,  slates  that  "William  Penn  died  a  slaveholder," 
and  in  proof  the  assertion,  quotes  Timothy  Mallark's 
letter  in  the  Historical  Collections  of  Massachusetts, 
vol.  VllI,  second  series,  which  says  "Penn  left  a 
family  of  slaves,  one  of  whom  I  have  often  convers- 
ed with,  and  he  always  spoke  of  himself  as  "Penn's 
body  servant."  He  lived  to  extreme  old  age,  and 
continued  a  gardner  at  Pennsbury  house,  near  this 
city,  completely  provided  for,  lo  the  end  of  his 
days." 

The  "Annals  of  Watson"  (page  5G4)  refers  to  the 
same  anlhorily,  Matlack's  letter,  for  Its  asserlioa 
that  Viigil  Warden,  the  slave  alluded  to,  and  his 
wife   were  servants  of  William  Penn. 

This  letter  of  Matlack  is  dated  January  11,  1817, 
at  which  lime  Matlack  himself  was  probably  about 


It   is   upon 


Ihi 


aulhorily  alone. 


and  Bancroft  in  his  "History"  have 
am  Penn  died  a  slaveholder,"  which 


ninety  years  old. 
that  lhe".\nnals' 
slated  thafWill 

William  Penn  died  in  England  on  Ihe  30th  July, 
n'V.s  An  original  will  of  William  Penn  written  by 
his"  own  hand,  and  which  now  is  in  possession  of 
Thomas  Gilpin,  of  Philadelphia,  is  in  the  following 
words: — 

will     or    WILLIAM   PEVK. 

.Veie  Castle  on  Wt/otpore  30  86c,  1701. 

Because  il  is  appoinled  for  all  men  once  to  dye, 
and  yt  their  days  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty 
their  Creator,  I  think  till  upon  this  my  present  voy- 
age  to  make  my  last  will  and  testament,  which  is  as 
follows  viz:  .   „    ,    ,     J 

Since  my  estates  both  in  ^-^(^land  &  Ireland  are 
either  entailed  or  encumbered,  my  will  is  that 
which  ia  saleable  be  sonld  for  payment  of  my  juat 
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delit.,   onrt   all   n.y  hcniFeholi!  st.itf  plaie  and    linen  |  my  gn-ate^i  biirHon- 


noi  t;i 


'Jispo>e(I 


ily   ha 


g"e  equally  between  nij  s  n  William  and  ilaiighier 
Letitia — As  to  my  e-tate  in  Europe  be  it  land  houses 
or  mcTeables  except  my  i;old  chain  &  meddall 
Which  I  give  to  my  Son  William,  and  except  surh 
estate  as  1  had  nilh  or  since  I  married  this  wife,  ffor 
—  ■■  estate  in  America  it  is  also  incumbered,   but  not 


•■>  ■"  J- 


■JOhlracled  as  .ny  integrity  would  have  ma.le  me— 
And  now  for  all  my  good  Friends  that  hate  loved 
and  helped  me  doe  so  still  in  my  poor  children  what 
you  can,  and  God  Allmighty  be  to  you  and  yours  an 
ample  reward— You  have  my  hearty  and  gratefull 
■  ■knovvledgements   and  con 


Boyle  thereof  1  ?ive  to  my  daugh'er  Leiitia  P^.... 
One  hundred  thousand  acres  Scavenly  of  which  out 
of,  or  rather  in  ihesajd  Province  an  ten  thousand 
acres  out  of  or  rather  iii  each  of  the  lower  county's 
of  the  territorys — 

I  also  give  to  mj  son  John  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  acres,  of  which  one  hundred  thousand  in 
the  Province  and  fifty  thousand  acres  in  the  lower 
counties,  and  I  also  bequeath  to  him  my  tenth  or 
Proprietary  Ship  of  Salem  tenth  or  county  on  West 
New  Jersey  to  my  said  son  John  and  his  heirs  for- 
ever wilh  all  the  rents,  proffiis  and  Interests  therein 

all  which  land  so  given  shall  lye  between  Susque- 
banagh  River  and  Delaware  River,  and  to  be  taken 
up  within  twelve  months  after  my  death,  if  my  en- 
cumbrances can  be  discharged  in  that  time  or  so 
toon  as  they  are,  but  so  as  that  the  said  lands  be  nut 
above  =80=  miles  above  a  due  west  line  to  he 
drawn  from   Philadelphia    to   Susquehaniiah  River,  j 

and  to  be   layd  out   in  the  way  of  townships,  and  to  I  r      .,        .        -  .     r-v  ^^  ,.^  ,. 

pay  to  my  son   William   one  silver  shilling'  for  every  I  l,'""'!''',    '"  "*  P^'vision  there  is  no  evidence  of  h 
township  or  five  thousand  acres  when  taken  up  for-        r  ''"''^'"6  ^"J  ^'ave. 

ever  in  lieu  of  all  demand   and  service   hereby  re- L    '  °.'"«"^  "fffu'n'f  proofs,  G   M  Justice,  of  Phila 
quiring  my   sayd    son   William    to  erect  all   or  any  I '":!'''"'•  by  a  publication  in    The  Friends'  Weeklu  la 


aealefl  and  delivered 
in   the  preseiire  of 
Richard  Hallowell 
Joseph   Wood 

Robert  Ashtos 

James  Logan 
Thr,  inlerlinealions  were  in    my  writing  they  are 
twelve  in  number— the  pages  7 

Wm.  Penn. 

This  will  was  made  when  William  Penn  was  about 
to  embork  for  the  la^t  time  from  this  conlinent  (or 
Lngland  and  sufficiently  proves  by  his  own  hand- 
writing thai  at  least  eighteen  years  before  his  death 
lie  had,  "as  is  under  my  handalready"  nianumilted  his 
slaves. 


I  had  hep'i    d?ad    fifteen  vear«:    thn«  rlcaplv 

3bH,,.k.a,  .,..,.,.-.:,..  =.  :.,:,  ,,,i  ,,.  ,  ; 

^■•"^  ii...i  V.r^il.wbei  i.e  =,,,  kc  oi  Lis  bi  ing  'i„c 
body  servani  of  Penn."  allude,!  lo  Thomas  Penn." 

Albert  Barnes  in  a  public  discourse  "on  the  virtues 
and  services  of  William  Penn" delivered  lllh  mo. 
1B45,  on  the  aulhorily,  it  is  presumed,  of  Bancroft's 
History,  reiterated  the  asertion  that  Wilham  Penn 
wa'.  a  slave  holder  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Justice  ought  to  he  done  to  William  Peon's  cha- 
racter, fiisiory  ought  to  record  truth  and  especial- 
ly should  It  be  true  towards  good  and  great  men. 


TWENTY  NIMTH  CONGRESS, 

FIRST       SESSION. 


last 
moi 
fami 


The  Hill,  above   quoted,  was  not  William  Penn 


nth  1,12,  by  which  his  property  descended  lo  hi-        Mr.   WooUbrid^e     ■ 


SE.\ATE. 

March  26.  Mr.  ^llen.  proposed  that  the  senate 
stiould  sit  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  bring  the 
Oregon  debate  lo  a  conclusi.in  on  Friday  week,  3d 
April. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Clayton,  expressed  his  concurrence  wilh 
the  proposition. 

Mr.  .Illen,  observed  that  the  practice  in  the  senate 
had  been  fiiol  as  in  the  other  house  to  fix  by  resolu- 
tion a  period  on  which  to  lei  minale  dehale  bui]  lo 
have  an  informal  uudersiandiiig  a.d  lo  carry  it  into 
effect  by  relusing  to  adjourn  until  the  question  was 
taken. 

Mr.  Jarnagin.  remarked  that  there  was,  in  his 
opinion,  no  u«e__in  fixing  a  day  for  ihe  terniinalion  of 
opposed   to    the    principle  of 


part  of  the  aloresayd  Lands  into  maunors  with  due 
powers  over  their  own  lenanls — according  lo  iny 
sayd  childrens  respective  agreements  with  then, 
when  they  or  any  of  them  require  the  same— I  also 
give  to  my  De  Wife,  five  thousand  acres  of  land  as 
a  token  ol  my  love  to  be  taken  up  as  helore  expres  , 
and  upon  the  same  acknon  ledgement,  and  within  the 
aaid  limits  of  my  Province  ol  Pennsylvania,  to  her 
and  her  htirs  and  assigns  Forever,  and  so  1  under- 
stand ill  my  other  aloreiiieiitioned  graunis  to  my  chil- 
dren, vizt  that  1  give  il  lo  them  and  Iheir  heirs  and 
assigns  forever 

]  also  leave  to  my  dear  Sister,  and  her  children 
some  token  of  my  love  such  as  my  wife  sh  .11  think 
fit  in  iiiemorial  of  me,  also  to  her  father  &  mother 
the  like. 

1  give  to  my  servants  John  &.  Mary  Sacher  three 
huiiuied   acres  betfttcn   Ihcm,    lo  James  Logan  one 
th  .usanU  acres  and    my  blacks  their    Ireed.m    as    is 
under    11. y  hand   aiieauy  and  to  ould  Sam  lUo  acres, 
lo    be    his   chil.reiis    alter    he    and    wile    are    dc.id 
forever,   on    common    renl  ol  one    bushel  ol   wheal 
yearly  lorever,    and  fur  performance  of  which  1  ue- 
sire  my  loving  Friends  l-.Uwaid  Shippcn  Samuel  Cai- 
pemei    Euwaid    Pennington    and    Jume.    Logan    in 
Aiueiica    or  any  three  of  ihem  an.1    iJu,jami,i  Uu,,l 
'Ih.m.as  Caliowliili,  Heiiiy  Goiuny    anu  Jo.-e,.i,  F.k.- 
in  Ei.giaiiU  or  any  three  oi   ii.eu.  lo  be  n.y  execuiui> 
Irusiees  anu  overseers,    or  .my   ihrct  i 
this  my  last  will  obaerveu,  anu  thai  I  1, 
me  about   uiy  incumbrances  aiiU  ihai  i 
fer  not    by  oppressive    ue, nan  is  Out    lo 'gel    me  ,i','u 
myiie    rignieu     in    law  or    equity,  and   1    do  heieoy 
charge  all  my  children,  as  then  loveing  dj  mg  Faili- 
era  last  command  and  desire    thai  Ihiy    neier -oc  to 
law,  but  II  any  ditierence  shuulu  arise  «ch   1  wuun. 
hope   will  not   thai  they  be   concluded   by  the  Jinig. 
nieiil  of  Fids  to  be  chosen  by  the  uieeting  ol    suilcr- 
ings  ol  the    people   called  Quakers    m    Etigiaml    (or 
English   and    Irish  concerns,   and  m  Aojei  ica  ol    ihe 
Urds  ol     the   quarlerlj    meeting   at    Philadelphia    in 
Peunsylvania  lor   a  small  decision — 1  do  luiilier  or- 
dain by  this  will  that    what  estate  1  here   gue  tu  ci- 
ther or  any  ol  iiiy  children  be   never  alienated  li  oin 
my    lamily  l\,r  want  ol    heirs  of   tlie.r  own   body  uui 
thai  debts  being  payd    they  may  owe,    the  rest   lo  be 
iiiheriled  by    tne  next  iii    ulo.d  of  iiiy  body    and  de- 
scent  and   lor  waul  Ihereot    my  dear  sisicr  and    her 
blood  111  such  manner  as  she  shall  appoint. 

And  now — il  over  1  ha 
sire  ineir  loigiveiiess — an 
have  e»cr  done,  1  give  G' 
nor  and    tbanka — and  lor 


.^..lu 
nicer,    dated   5lh   mo.    1844,  has    added    cerlain 
positive  proofs,  which  settle  the  question. 

"1  have  undouted  evidence,  the  original  bill  of  sale 
lor  this  very  slave  being  in  my  possession,  from 
which  1!  appears,  he  never  ..as  Ihe  property  of  anv 
me.rber  of  the  Penn  family,  imtill  fifuen  yims   after 


vould  oppose   any  rule   limiting 


Be  t  Remembered,  That  I  Jo..eph  Warder  of 
the  ffalls  Town  Ship  in  Ihe  Counly  ol  Bucks  m  Con- 
sideration ol  Hiily  Pounds  Current  Money  of  Pensil- 
vanialo  me  in  hand  paid  by  ihe  hon  ble  Thomas 
^enn  E-qr  Ihe  rec.t  whereof  I  doe  herebv  arkiiow- 
edge,  Have  bargained  Sold  and  Delivered  and  bv 
hese  presents  D.,e  Bargain  Sell  and  Deliver  unto 
aie  said  Ihomas  Penn,  a  Cerlain  Negro  Man  nau.ed 
Virgi  I  aged  about  T.venly  years.  To  hold  lo  the 
saiu  I  ho.nas  J'cnn  hi<  Execulrs  admrs  and  assigns 
against  me  Ihe  said  Joseph  Warder  and  all  pjrson, 
L-laiming  or  lo  Claim  Ihe  said  Negro  man  by  any 
"ayes  means  or  pretence  whatsoever.  ]n  Win, ess 
-hereol  1  have  hereunto  Sei  n.y  hand  and  S-al  this 
ol  the  Elevenlh  iVIonlt,  {Jj,,',  Ar.iio  Dui 
JOSEPH    WARDER  [Seal] 


■ightuohi 


26  h  d 
1733—4 

Witness 

James  Steel 

Henry  Roberts" 

Ui  me  ,e,,ume„e.s<  „f   l),,s 

no  d   ubi;    a,,d  11, al  lhi«  same 

■  he    Penn    family,  me    follow 

oill.  111  my   possession,  will  ijr 

Ihe 


locuniet 
V.lf;il 


1  pj    ol    a  jaile 


August  22    n66     The  honorable  Pro- 


To  i\"egro  James  Wa 
T  miteim.s  1  ||6  Ihe 


2||   - 


Dr 
3  .  6 
3  ;  6 


evil    riUecliu 


e  done  a  mas  lo  any  I  de- 

for  all  the  good  uUices  J 

I  who  enabled  me  toe  ho 

nines  and  then 


..iiu  reports  and  endt 
me  111  name  and  esl.ilc — 1  due  say  the 
the,,, — and    amend    ihein — For    1  havi 

child  loved  Ihc  Utst  things  ami  people, .._. 

a   hearl— 1    bless  the  nuuie  ol    Ailmighiy   Gud 


good    wilhoul    gam.      Ye 
tu  cuutuuite  uiy  umi  lu  tervu 


ivors  to  ruui 
Lord  lorgivi 
ever  fioui  a 
i,d  h. 

lo  ilu 


To  Virgil  Warder,  a  Negro  lees 
To  milemos  I   ||6C>iuslable  211  — 

lo  Ins  biead  3  d.iys 

T'o  his  wiping  at  Publick  Posl 


Received  the  above  Contents  of 


3 

6 

U 

6 

4 

6 

12 

0 

7 

0 

Richard  Hoi  kly  Esqe  in  lull  lo 

,,  ,,  JAMES  WHITEHEAD 

It  would  appear  (rom  the  above  bill  ijiai  Vimi  '^ 
bread,  for  Ihrte  days,  cost  just  one  'nimh  of  liii 
price  ol  a  public  whipping.  |„  another  bill  to  Thos 
Penn.  dated  "Aiiril  7,  1752,"  is  a 
scathe  lor  Virgil's  use,  2-6"  and  "2 
do,  2  shiliiins." — 

William  Penn  lefl  this  country   in  the  year  1701, 


^U  :   19   :  0 


harge    lor  "a 
heibiones  for 


Kihers,  which  Im  bo 


.iml  never  returned,  his  death  tool;  place  in  1718  _ 
-r,  u  "•",  J"'"-''  »>'i"  ''«  perceived,  bears  dal. 
liJJ.    Virgil  being  then  2U  yours  old,  it  iM„wi  iha 

liu    tv  as   riol     >iirn   Mill  tl    171  ■»     K  .         I  ^  1  " ..--.-.    ...v.  g.  u...i^.ai.iuit  UI    tuio  tui  lUMiy.        i  o 

vViiliaii    Pe    ,  lel     I  ,    1      1       ^     '    ,''  ^  """  "''"  i  '"''''"='"'>  ''"'='''*  ""=  ""•■&'"'  '""'"""ns,  we  should  be 


fVooUbridg 
debate. 

Mr.  Hannegnn.  remarked  that  the  senator  from 
Ohio,  [,Vlr.  Mien  ]  had  not  proposed  the  adoption  of 
any  lule,  but  simply  the  general  informal  under- 
sianding  that  the  question  should  be  taken  at  that 
dale. 

Diplomntic  correspondence.— The  senate  look  up  for 
consideralion  the  loliouing  resolution,  aubmilted 
several  weeks  since  by  Mr.  J.  J\I.  Claytun: 

Resolved,  'I'hai  ihe  president  ot  ihe  Ij  ited  States  be 
leque.sied  10  coinmuiiicaie  lo  ihe  senaie  copies  of  any 
c.rrespondenee  iliat  may  have  taken  place  h.  Iween  ihe 
.•iuih..riiies  of  'he  Uiiiied  Siates  and  ihose  of  Great  Brit- 
ain since  ihe  lasi  documenls  iransmitied  in  relaiiim  to 
Ihe  suhji-ci  of  the  Oregon  territory,  or  ol  so  much  ihereof 
as  may  be  coinmuiiiciied  uiihuut  delfiaieiil  lo  the  nub- 
ile inleiesi. 

Mr.  Mien,  expressed  a  desir,-  that  the  resolution 
should  lie  over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  /  J\I.  Clayton,  said  the  resolution  had  been  on 
the  table  for  three  or  four  we<  ks;  and  having  allowed 
II  lo  remain  there,  he  now  Ihoiight  it  was  time  to 
take  it  up.  He  had  no  idea  to  embarrass  the  execu- 
tive by  otfeiing  the  resolution,  and  he  believed  its 
passage  could  produce  no  possible  injuri;  and  he 
therefore  proposed  il  -hould  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Mien,  argued  that  ihe  adoption  of  the  resold- 
'1011  might  imply  a  dislrusl  in  the  discretion  of  the 
presideni;  moreover,  nothing  shouM  be  done  which 
might  weaken  Ihe  moral  influence  of  harmony  in 
oi.r  counsels.  If  any  thing  has  transpired  which 
ought  to  be  communicated,  the  senale  should  fairly 
presume,  thai  Ihe  executive  would  make  ihe  com- 
munii-aiion  of  its  own  iinpnlse.  Mr.  A.  moved  lliat 
lilt  resoluln.n  lie  on  ihe  labie 

Mr.  Claytun  said  he  hoped  nol.  There  is  nothing 
coercive  in  ihis  res.duiioii;  il  is  most  respei  ilul  in  lis 
ten,,-;  u  as  propo-td  „s  ,01,.;  as  a  muuin  ago.  T'he 
-eiiaie  is  laiily  eniiiied  lo  all  the  ight  that  may  be 
shed  upon  Ihe  quesiL.n  helore  them.  i'he  resolu- 
11. 11  implies  no  disirusl  to  tne  prcsideiii;  expresses 
|,,ohei  bui  on  ihe  conirary  conhiles  every  thing  to 
him.  Mr.  C.  regrels  ihat  any  oppu-iuon  should  be 
evinced  lo  Its  passage.     The  senator's  course  seems 

I  to  imply  thai  Iheie  ha-  been  some  curiespoiidence 
which  the  presideni  would  be  hound  lu  communicate 
and  which  the  senator  desires  may  nol  be  commuiu- 
cated. 

Mr  Jillen,  said  his  opposition  was  predicated  upon 
what,  he  believed,  inignt  be  the  eHect  of  Ihe  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution.  He  acquiiied  the  senator  of 
any  design  lo  express  any  dislrusl  of  the  presideni 
by  his  resolulion.     This  resoliiliou   is  called  up  di- 

II  rlly  on  the  heels  of  one  of  the  other  day  calling  for 
mlurmalion  as  to  the  president's  sense  of  Ihe  piopri- 
ety  o(  increasing  our  miliiary  defences.  Similar  re- 
solutions were  voted  down  111  the  Aahburton  or  else 
I  exas  negotiations,  and  the  reasons  given  were  such 
as  1  now  urte. 

Mr.  C'ri«e?iden,  said  he  could  not  concur  wilh  the 
senator  Irom  Ohio,  in  his  apprehension  of  any  evil 
consequences  from  adopiing  Ihc  resolution.  This 
all  is  not  for  the  graiificalion  of  idle  curiosity.      I'o 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  4,  1846— CONGRESS. 


69 


trM«!t.  Such  rnrifiiI<M('-t^  f»a  »if.  rpqt]ire.<i  hnnevcp,  i-* 
'  blinilne's  an.)  not  tlial  i'-.ris!iiHti.in»l  Ini.l  an  I  cmli- 
denc-^  which  is  a  pan  ..f  o^r  ,,ffi'.iil  iliilv.  H-  '!■  - 
mand.  an  i  iipli  il  Tiilh  aHi,  h  Iraiisi^cnds  prnpn- 
C'lnfilcnre  and  rer'.mnii'i'ds  blind  devotinn  Hi«  oli- 
jeclion  miglil  apply  tu  every  call  lor  inronnalion 
made  upon  the  president.  Tue  geiilleinan  ad:nii« 
that  no  want  of  contih-m-.e  is,  in  point  of  fjrt,  in- 
plied,  in  this  resolntion,  but  yet,  as  in  ponil  of  opin- 
ion, to  some  it  mi;;hl  have  (hat  appearance,  Ihem 
fore  he  opposes  il!  The  ciroums'ances  are  surely 
extraordinary  in  which  we  are  called  upon  to  act  — 
It  may  be  supposed  that  ne;;otialion  has  been  resum- 
ed, that  no  ullimalum  has  been  ottered  by  either 
party,  that  the  negotialion  ha^  been  suspended,  thai 
the  nei^nlialors  stand  al  an  "awful  pause,"  and  anx- 
iously dehberamiK  (ni  the  delicate  questions  touchnig 
the  dignity  of  nations  and  how  that  would  be  alfect 
ed  by  either  speakin?  the  first  word!  Are  we  to 
solve  that  uiplomatic  punctilio  by  war?  I  trust  not. 
The  object  of  the  resolution  is  to  ascertain  whether 
these  .aciiurn  negotiators  are  still  staniling  on  this 
question  of  personal  dignity  and  mere  eliqiielte  whilst 
the  two  nalions  are  to  be  driven  headlong  into  war, 
Mr.  C.  trusts  the  senate  will  see  no  good  reason  why 
It  should  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  J\Iorehead,  said:  I  must  say  that  I  am  some- 
what surprised  at  the  ground  on  which  the  senator 
from  OMo  is  disposed  to  resist  this  application  of  my 
friend  from  Delaware.  Il  seems  to  me  that  for  the 
»ery  reason  which  he  (.Mr.  ^itlen)  suggests,  we  ought 
lo  have  all  the  inronnalion  which  ihe  president  of 
the  United  Si.Ues  may  deem  it  his  dtly  to  commiini- 
cale  10  the  senate.  Il  it  be  true,  as  suggested  by  the 
senator  from  Oiin — and  I  suppose  it  to  be  so — that 
the  adjustm.  nt  of  Ihis  question  no»v  rests  with  the 
legislaiive  auihonly  of  Ihis  counliy,  ihen  most  as- 
suredly  there  c.in  be  noihing  more  proper  than  ihat 
il  sliould  have  all  the  information  within  Ihe  power 
to  communicate.  .Are  we  to  be  called  on  to  dispose 
of  Ihe  de»tinies  of  this  great  nation  without  being 
fully  advised  a'*  lo  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued.' 
Are  we  lo  be  rcquin-d  to  take  this  heavy  responsibil- 
ity of  disposing  of  a  quesiion  of  war  oi  peace,  .v  hen 
a  call — a  very  well  known  and  familiar  call  — is 
made  upon  Ihe  president  for  information — a  call 
guaided  in  the  ordinary  manner,  leaving  it  lo  his 
discretion  eiiher  lo  give  il  or  not.'  Are  we  to  be  told 
that  a  call  of  lliat  chaianer  implies  a  distrust  of  Ihe 
preside  a  of  the  LJiiiied  Slaies.'  The  seualor  from 
Ohio  deprecaies  the  moral  effect  of  that  call.  And 
what  is  thai.'  Why  the  moral  effect  of  an  applica- 
tion, such  as  is  made  every  day  on  the  president,  to 
commnnicale  inlormalion  lo  Ihe  senate,  if,  in  hi* 
opinion,  it  does  not  conflict  with  Ihe  public  interests! 
Why  It  seems  to  me  that  nothing  can  be  mure  pro- 
per than  that  the  senate  should  be  put  in  possession 
of  Ihat  inlormalion.  If  it  be  in  a  character  not  pro- 
per to  be  comniuiiicaled,  the  senate  ought  to  know 
the  fact.  If  proper  to  communicate  it,  why  with- 
hold 11.'  VVhy  otier  any  opposition  to  the  reguldrand 
ordinary  mode  of  oblaining  .1.'  I  trust,  sir,  that  our 
government  is  not  lo  be  administered  in  such  a  man- 
ner thai  a  greal  question  of  Ihis  sort  is  to  be  submit- 
ted lo  the  disereimn  of  one  department  of  the  gov- 
ernment alone.  1  know  thai  Ihe  government  is  not 
so  con-liluted.  The  president  of  the  United  Stales 
is  not  to  be  ihe  sole  judge  ol  the  imporiance  of  any 
information  in  his  possession,  relative  to  any  subject 
on  which  Ihe  senate  is  called  on  to  act,  and  assume 
the  responsibilily  of  that  aclion  In  the  present 
case,  Ihe  respoiiMhilily  has  been  thrown  upon  us,  as 
the  senator  [.Vlr.  Jlllen]  himself  suggests,  by  ihe  mes- 
sage of  Ihe  president  It  is  therefore  peculiarly  fit- 
ting that  he  should  communicale  to  us  all  the  iiifor- 
■nation  possible.  There  is  another  consideration  in 
dependent  ol  Iho.-e  suggested  by  my  colleague,  which, 
so  far  as  Ihe  moinbcrs  of  Ihe  seiiale  are  concerned,  is 
perhaps  deserving  of  mention.  A  great  deal  may 
turn  upon  the  question  whether  the  negotialion  has 
closed.  A  great  deal  may  depend  upon  the  fact  whe- 
ther one  goverinueul  or  Ihe  other  has  submitted  its 
niial  proposilion  for  adjustment.  It  they  have,  and 
the  president  ol  the  (J.  Sjiaics  in  answer  to  tins  call 
shall  deem  il  hisduij  lo  co.iimunicale  the  inf.>ruiotion 
to  Ihe  senate,  1  niay  deem  it  my  duty  lo  stand  by  the 
execuuve  depart. neiii  of  Ihe  governmeiu,  and  when 
this  inlormalion  is  coui.uunicaied  by  liim,  Ihat  the 
negoiialioij  has  been  linaliy  cl..sed,  and  Ihat  Ihe 
p)wers  giren  to  Ihe  president  by  the  conslilutiun 
have  been  eMiausled  by  liim,  a  ne^v  stale  of  tlie  ca»B 
aliogelher  is  picse.ileil  lo  iins  deparlineiil  of  Ihe  go* - 
ernine.il.  An  .  ii  may  be  in  Ihe  piOjtress  of  eveuls  a 
maili  r  of  great  imporiance  Ihat  these  facts  should 
be  kno-vn.  If  noi  so— if  the  negotiation  be  still 
pending — if  the  two  governmenls  are  siiil  interchang- 
ing proi.ositious  lor  Ihe  adjustuieiil  of  this  controver- 
sy, a  kiio.vle^lge  of  the  lael  will,  1  douUl  not,  inrow 
B  gla.ldeuing  infl.ienec  over  liie  .v iiole  r..m  u  iiiii > ; 
and  the  manner  m  which  it  will  be  receiYed  bjf  one 


hramh  of  congress,  "iiv  have  a  verv  -alutirv  infl  i. 
eiire  upon  the  p-diry  of  the  ixnTernmenl,  aii'l  iipo- 
the  fiite  of  II  f  i;r.vernii.Hnt  iiself.  To  every  point  of 
vie.i.  then,  it  i«  proper  ihit  this  resolnlioi>  should  be 
-ei.t  to  'he  presiil-it  ..f  the  Unilpd  Stales. 

.Mr.  Pkf'ps.  nn  veil  that  ihe  suhjecl  he  passed  h> 
infornialU.  and  Ihal  ihe  senate  proceed  lo  Ihe  ciinsi 
dirntion  of  Ihe  «peri-,,l  order. 

Special  ordef—Th'  Oregon  no/ice.— Mr  „Mi((er,  ad- 
dressed Ihe  senale,  advoi-ating  a  moderate  and  pari- 
fie  view  of  Ihe  mailer  and  urging  the  49lh  line  as 
the  basis  of  its  selll.-nK-nt. 

After  an  executive  session — the  senale  adjourned 
till  Ihe  30ih. 

March  30.  Mr.  Stini.  Hoxiston,  senator  elecl  from 
Ihe  state  of  Texas,  appeared  ami  his  rredeiilials  be- 
ing read,  was  duly  q  lalified  and  look  his  seat. 
On  motion  of  Mr  Speight,  it  was — 
Rexolved,  Thni  ihe  senaie  proceed  m  clnssifv  the  se'i 
atois  from  Texas  in  llieir  lespeciive  classes  i.f  service, 
in  the  usual  mode  prescribed. 

Whereiippn  three  ballots  were  placed  in  the  bal- 
lot-box, and  .Mr.  Homton  drew  No.  1,  which  assign- 
ed him  lo  Ihe  class  of  senalors  whose  terms  expire  in 
1847;  and  Mr.  Rusk  diew  No.  3.  placine  bin  in  the 
class  of  senalors  \^  hose  terms  expire  in  1851. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  senate  a  com- 
munication from  tht  treasury  department  in  relation 
to  the  public  deposiles. 

Tlu   Oregon   notice. — The  resolution   offered  some 
days  ago  by  .Mr.  J  M  Clay'on,  coming  up  in  its  order, 
Mr.  fVehster.  rose  and  said:  I  shall  advise  my  hon- 
orable friend,  the  member  from  Delaware,  to  forbear 
from  pressing  this  resolution  for  a  few  days. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  there  are  Iclters  from  Mr. 
McLane;  but,  as  Ihe  chairman  of  the  commitlee  on 
foreign  relations  opposes  this  motion,  I  am  lo  pre- 
sume Ihal  the  execuuve  government  finds  it  incon. 
venieni  to  communicate  these  letters  lo  the  senate, 
at  ihe  present  moment. 

Yet,  it  is  obvious,  that  as  the  senate  is  called  on  to 
perform  a  legislative  act,  it  ought,  before  the  hour  of 
lis  decision  comes,  to  be  put  in  possession  of  every. 
thing  likely  to  influence  ils  judgment;  otherwise,  il 
would  be  required  to  perform  high  legislative  func- 
tions on  mere  confidence.  There  is  cerlainly  some 
embarrassment  in  the  case.  If  Ihe  executive  gov- 
ernment deems  the  communication  of  the  correspon- 
dence inconvenienl.  it  can  only  be  because  negotia- 
tion IS  still  going  on,  or,  if  suspended,  is  expected  lo 
be  resumed.  So  far  as  negotiation  is  concerned,  Ihe 
communication,  or  publication,  of  the  correspon- 
dence, may  very  properly  be  thought  inconvenient. 
But,  Ihen,  the  president  tias  recommended  the  pas- 
sage of  a  laiv,  or  resolution,  by  the  two  houses  of 
congress.  In  support  of  this  recommendation,  he 
himself  sent  us,  unasked,  at  Ihe  commencement  of 
Ihe  session,  the  correspendence  up  to  Ihat  lime. — 
Now,  if  that  was  necessary,  the  rest  is  necessary  — 
If  we  are  entitled  lo  a  part — we  are  entitled  to  ihe 
whole. 

In  my  opinion,  the  mislake  was  in  calling  on  con- 
gress to  authorize  notice  to  England  of  Ihe  discontin- 
uance of  what  has  been  called  the  joint  occupation 
unlil  iieg  .tiation  had  been  exhausted.  Negolialion 
should  have  been  iried  firsl,  and  when  Ihat  had  failed, 
and  finally  failed,  then,  and  not  till  then,  should  con- 
gress have  been  called  upon. 

I  now  go  on  the  ground,  of  course,  that  the  notice 
for  disconlinuin.;  the  joint  occupancy  is  properly  to 
be  given  by  authority  of  congress;  a  point  which  I  do 
not  now  discuss. 

It  13  said,  indeed,  that  notice  is  to  be  used  as  a 
weapon,  or  an  inslrumenl.  in  negotiation.  I  hardly 
underslaiid  this.  It  is  a  metaphor  of  not  very  obvi 
ous  application.  A  weapon  seems  to  imply,  not  a 
facilily,  or  mere  aid,  but  Ihe  means  either  id' defence 
against  attack,  or  of  making  an  allaek.  Il  sounds  \ 
not  altogether  friendly  and  pacific.  I  doubi  exceed- 
ingly whether,  under  present  circumstances,  notice 
would  hasten  iiegolialion;  and  yet  such  are  those 
circumstances  that  there  may  be  sis  much  inconve- 
nience  in  standing  slill  as  in  going  forward. 

The  truth  is,  thai  greal  eniD  irrassment  irises  from 
the  exlreme  pieiensions  ailrl  oplniuiis  put  for.vard 
by  the  president,  in  his  inaugural  addres  a  year  ago, 
aiiu  in  Ins  mccsage  last  December.  But  for  ihcs-, 
notice  would  ha»e  been  h.iriniess.and  perhaps  would 
have  been  aulh  »rised  by  hoili  houses  without  much 
oppo-ilion,  and  received  by    Eigland   wilhoul  dissa- 

Usla.tio..     Bui  the  recoi e  .daiion  of  the    notice, 

coupled  n  lib  me  prcsideol's  repealed  deelaralions 
Ihal  he  held  oor  lille  lo  the  whole  of  the  I.  rrilory 
10  be  '•i:lear  and  uequeslionaDle,  alarmed  the  coun- 
try. And  well  il  mii:ht.  And  if  notice  were  requir- 
ed, in  order  to  enable  llie  pre-idcnl  lo  push  Itiese 
exlrciie  claims  ii,  any  and  every  te-iill,  Ihen  nulice 
ou^hl  to  he  retu-ed  uy  c.  ngre-s,  lu.le-s  coo^re,s  is 
raal)   lo  supi  on  these  prelen-lons  al  all    huZjrUs  — 

Hare  Ue>  the  difiicullj.    Congresi  i>  not  prepared, 


and  the  country  is  no!  prepared,  as  I  believe,  to 
make  the  presideol's  npininn  of  a  clear  and  iieques- 
U'onhle  riglil  lo  the  »•  h'.le  t- rrilory  on  ullimalum. 
If  he  uanlsnolirr  fni  such  3  pnrpi»se.  be  rertainly 
must  see  thai  that  il  bcroines  B  grave  question  whe- 
ther congress  will  giani  il. 

It  wns  a  great.  »  very  treat  mislakr  lo  accompany 
Ihe  ifcommei  dntioii  o(  notice  vi  ilh  so  pi.siiivr  an 
assiriion  of  our  rithi  to  the  «  bole  Irrnlory  Did  Ihe 
presi,  eiil  mean  lo  adheie  lo  Ihat.  even  lo  Ihe  ■  x're- 
mily  of  ivar'  If  so.  he  should  hnve  known  that  after 
uhathas  happened  in  \eiirs  i  a"l  Ihe  com. try  was 
nol  likely  lo  snsloin  him  D^d  he  mean  lo  say  this, 
and  alterwards  recede  Irym  it.'  If  so.  why  sa»  it'al  all? 
Surely  Ihe  president  could  nol  be  guilty  of  pla>  mg 
so  small  a  pari,  as  to  endeavor  lo  >.how  himself  io 
possess  spirit,  and  bolilne«s,  and  fearlessness  o!  Eng- 
land, more  than  his  preOeressor«,or  his  cniinirN  no  n, 
and  yet  do  all  this  in  the  conbdent  hope  that  no  se- 
rious cidlisinn  wmild  an-e  hetneen  the  l«o  loiin- 
Iries.  So  low  an  amhi'ion,  such  paltry  motives, 
oiii-hl  nol  lo  he  impnle.l.  When  the  president  declar- 
ed Ihal,  in  his  judgment,  our  title  1..  the  «  l,.de  of 
Oregon  was  "clear  and  unquestionable,"  diil  he 
mean  lo  express  an  official  or  a  mere  personal  "piii- 
ioo.'  If  the  latter,  il  cerlainly  liad  no  place  in  an  of- 
ficial cimimnnication.  If  the  former — if  he  intended 
a  solemn  official  opinion,  upon  which  he  was  resolv- 
ed to  act  officially,  Ihen  it  is  a  very  grave  question 
how  far  he  is  juslified,  wilbout  new  liglils,  or  any 
change  of  circumstances,  lo  place  the  claims  of  Ihift 
country,  in  Ibis  respect,  on  other  grounds  than  those 
on  which  Ihey  had  stood  untlcr  his  predecessors,  and 
with  the  concurrence  of  all  branches  of  the  govern- 
ment, for  so  many  years;  for  it  is  not  to  be  doubled 
that  the  United  Slates  government  has  admitted, 
through  a  long  scries  of  years,  Ihat  England  has 
rights  in  the  northwestern  parts  of  this  conlinent 
which  are  entitled  to  be  respected. 

Mr.  President,  one  who  has  observed  allenlirely 
what  has  transpired  here  and  in  England,  within  the 
last  three  months,  musl,  1  think,  perceive  that  public 
opinion,  in  both  countries,  is  coming  to  a  conclusion 
that  this  controversy  ought  lo  be  settled;  and  is  not 
very  diverse,  in  Ihe  one  country  and  the  other,  as  to 
the  general  basis  ol  such  settlement.  That  basis  is 
the  offer  made  by  Ihe  U  Slates  to  England  in  1826. 
There  is  no  room  to  doubt,  I  Ihink,  thai  this  coun- 
try is  ready  lo  stand  by  that  offer,  substantially  and 
in  effect.  Such  is  my  opinion  al  least,  and  circum- 
stances certainly  indicate  that  Great  Britain  would 
not,  in  all  probability  would  not,  regard  such  a  pro- 
position as  unfit  lo  be  considered.  1  said,  some  weeks 
ago,  Ihal  I  did  not  intend  lo  discuss  titles  at  length, 
and  certainly  nol  to  adduce  arguments  against  our 
own  claim.  Bol  it  appears  lo  me  that  there  is  a  con- 
currence of  arguments,  or  considerations,  in  favor 
of  regarding  the  49lh  parallel  as  Ihe  just  line  of  de- 
niarcalioii,  which  both  countries  might  well  respect. 
Il  has  f(.r  many  years  been  the  extent  of  our  claim. 
We  have  claimed  up  lo  49°,  and  nothing  beyond  il. 
We  have  oflered  10  yield  every  thing  norlli  ol  il.  It 
IS  Ihe  boundary  between  the  two  countries  on  Ihis 
side  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  has  been  since  the 
pun  base  of  Louisiana  fro  n  France. 

1  do  nol  think  it  important  eiiher  lo  prove  or  dis- 
prove Ihe  fad,  Ihal  commissioners  under  Ihe  treaty 
of  Ulrerhl  established  the  4a  h  pacllel  as  the  boun- 
dary belli  en  the  English  and  Ihe  French  posses-ions 
in  America  Aneient  maps  and  descriptions  so  re- 
present il;  some  saying  Ihat  tliis  line  of  boundarv  is 
to  run  "indefinilcly  west,"  others  saying,  in  Irinis, 
Ihat  it  extends  "to  Ihe  north  western  ocean."  Bui, 
what  is  more  important,  we  have  considered  Ihis 
boundary  as  established  hy  the  treaty  of  UtrechI,  at 
least  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  li  was  on 
the  slren;>lh  of  this  that  we  drove  back  Ih-  U/ili«h 
prelensions,  afler  we  had  obtained  Loui-iana,  norih, 
from  Ihe  head-wa'.ers  of  the  Mississippi  to  this  pa- 
rallel of  49°. 

This  is  indubitable.  We  hare  acted,  therefore, 
and  induced  others  lo  aci,  on  the  idea  that  this  boun- 
dary was  aclually  establiihed.  It  now  so  stands  in 
Ihe  ireaty  belivcen  the  United  Stales  and  England. 
It,  on  Ihe  general  notion  of  coutiguily.  .r  continuity, 
this  line  be  conllnoed  "indefinilcly  wesl,"  or  is  al- 
loved  to  run  to  the  "norlhwestein  ocean,"  ihen  it 
leaves  on  our  side  the  valley  of  the  Columbia,  lo 
which,  in  my  judg  ent,  our  title  is  maintainable  on 
the  ground  of  Gr.iy's  discovery. 

The  governoienl  ol  the  Uiiiled  Slates  has  never 
ofleied  any  line  souih  ol  foriy-nine,  (wiih  Ihe  navi- 
gation ol  the  Columbia),  and  it  never  «ill.  It  be- 
hooves  all  conceriieU  lo  legard  this  as  a  settled  point 
A~  lo  the  navigation  of  the  Columbia,  permanenlly 
or  lor  a  term  of  years,  that  is  all  in..Uer  f  ,r  ju«t, 
rea-onaniK,  ami  Iriendly  nea.. nation.  But  urc  49  ti 
p-jialiel  mus;  be  re,.^;r  i  .1  a-  Ihe  gpo.r.l  lo.r-  of 
U..un,lary,  and  nol  lo   be  oepa,a-d  lluu,  loi  a..y    |,„e 

Hinder  •oulh.    As  to  all  straits,  and  loiiads  aud  i»- 
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land>,  ill  the  neighboring  sea,  all  these  are  fair  sub- 
jects for  Irtalj  slipulolion.  If  Ihe  general  basis  be 
agreed  to,  all  Ihe  rest,  it  may  be  presumed,  may  be 
accomplished  bj  the  exercise  of  a  spirit  of  fairness  , 
ai  d  amit;.  I 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  if  this  be  so,  why  should 
this  settlement  be  longer  delayed?  Why  shonhl 
either  government  hold  back  longer  from  doing  that 
which  both,  I  think,  can  see  must  be  done,  if  they  | 
would  avoid  a  rupture?  Every  hour's  delay  is  in- ! 
jurious  to  both  countries.  It  agitates  both,  disturbs 
their  business,  interrupts  their  intercourse,  and  may, 
in  lime,  seriously  affect  their  friendly  and  respectful 
feeling  towards  each  other. 

Having  said  this,  Mr.  President,  it  would  be  need- 
less for  roe,  even  if  it  were  proper,  lo  add  more.  1 
have  expressed  my  own  opinions  plainly  and  with- 
out disguise.  1  think  1  see  clearly  where  this  bu- 
siness mu.'-t  end,  if  it  is  to  end  without  serions  colli- 
sion; and  1  earneslly  hope  that  those  in  whose  hands 
pouer  is,  on  both  sides,  will  exercise  that  power 
promptly,  in  removing  the  great  evils  produced  on 
both  sides  by  ihe  pendency  of  this  unfortunate,  dis- 
turbing, and  dangcious  controversy. 

It  IS  not  a  case  in  u  liich  either  government  should 
stand  on  nialters  of  form  or  etiqitet  e.  The  interests 
atsliike  are  loo  important  for  that.  11  is  not  humi- 
liation, il  is  not  condescension  even,  for  either  go- 
vernment to  signify  lo  the  other  its  readiness  to  do 
at  ■  ice  what  ilsecs  must  be  done  ullimately.  Thus 
far,  the  dispute  goes  not  to  louch  the  honor  of  either 
go\eriin!eiit.  Let,  then,  the  propitious  moment  be 
seized;  and  let  candor,  and  fairness,  and  prudence 
rule  the  hour;  and  let  liiese  two  great  nations  be  re- 
stored to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  vast,  useful, 
and  harmonious  intercourse. 

Mr.  Mkn  said  that  the  senator  from  Massachu- 
setts having  expressed,  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  re- 
solution calling  lor  certain  information  from  the 
executive  should  for  the  present  be  suffered  to  lie 
Ml  the  table;  which  suggestion,  he  presumed,  would 
be  complied  with,  it  becanie  unnecessary  for  him  to 
enter  upon  ihe  discussion  of  the  resolution. 

It  is  true  coiisliiulionally,  (said  Mr.  A.)  and  true 
in  regard  to  the  '  itercourse  with  each  other  here, 
that  all  Ihe  mtmbers  of  the  senate  are  on  a  strict 
equality  with  each  other;  but  it  is  also  true  that  the 
long  experience  of  some  senators  in  the  public  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  and  Ihe  place  tliey  have  acquir- 
ed in  the  judgment  of  the  country,  make  whatever 
they  say  here  on  the  great  national  question  of  much 
more  importance  than  it  would  be  if  it  fell  from 
some  others.  The  senator  from  Massachusetts  has 
taken  his  position  Ihis  morning,  for  the  first  time, 
on  this  great  Oregon  question.  And  not  only  ha? 
he  done  this,  but  he  has  taken  exUaordinaay  pre- 
caution against  the  possibility  of  having  his  position 
mislaken— a  precaution  growing  by  no  means  out  of 
any  want  of  capacity  to  ai'drcss  Ihe  senate  without 
such  lull  and  accui  ale  notes  of  what  he  is  about  to 
say.  'I'here  is  a  solemnity  in  the  form  with  which 
his  opinions  have  been  announced  to-day,  which,  con- 
nected with  liie  known  character,  ability,  and  in- 
fluence of  that  dislingnislied  senator,  makes  tiie  de- 
dal alion  one  ot  great  importance. 

'i  heie  are  three  points  staled  by  him.  The  first 
IS,  that,  in  his  judgment,  the  president  of  the  United 
Slates  has  committed  a  mistake  on  this  Uregon 
queslion;  that  he  has  made  mi.-takes  of  several  de 
scripliuns;  but  mainly  in  having  asserted  the  clear- 
ness of  the  American  title  to  Ihe  v,  hole  of  the  territo- 
ry up  to  the  Russian  line,  and  in  the  fact  that  he  did 
this  in  the  same  message  in  which  he  recommended 
the  leiiniiialioii  of  the  convtnlion  of  Joint  occu 
.paiiun.  The  senator  Hunks  that,  by  announcing  that 
title  ill  iiumediatc  connection  with  such  a  lecom 
mendation,  the  president  has  embarrassed  the  Ore 
gon  question;  and  that  therefore,  whatever  may  be 
the  results  ul  the  aclion  of  congiess  upon  the  ques- 
tion, all  the  diHicullies  which  may  ensue  are  lo  be 
traced  back  to  this  error  of  the  president  in  his  mes- 
eagc. 

Now  this  is  the  first  occasion — the  very  first,  that 
I  have  heard,  on  the  fioor  of  the  senate,  any  blame 
cast  on  the  president  hy  any  senator,  who,  like  the 
senator  from  Massachusetts,  has  no  difficulty  in  coni- 
prL-heiidiiig  the  nicuning  and  iiitenlion  of  the  nics- 
aagc.  Uilier  senators  have  said  that  "if  the  mes- 
sage means  this,  I  am  against  it;"  and  "if  il  means 
that,  1  disagree  with  il."  Hut  the  senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts has  no  doubt  as  lo  wlial  it  means,  and, 
under  that  clear  comprehension  of  the  document,  he 
ascribes  error  to  the  president,  and  makes  him  re- 
sponsible for  all  consequences.  That  is  the  first 
point  made  by  the  stnalor. 

iiut  there  is  another  point  (and  a  very  important 
one  il  is),  which  he  has  also  made  on  this  occasion; 
and  that  is,  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  greatly  ex- 
perienced and  very  enlightened  senator,  public  opin- 
ion both  ill  the  UiiilcU  iJlates  and  Great  Britain,  is 


concentrating  on  a  fixed  mode  of  adjusting  the  exist- 
ing difference;  and  that  is,  by  assuming  as  a  basis — 
not  the  line  of  49"  north  latitude — but  the  propnsi 
tion  oflered  by  us  to  Great  Britain  in  1826,  which 
went  south  of  that,  for  all  purposes  of  national  ad- 
vantage, to  the  navigation  of  the  Columbia  river. 

This  is  the  first  announcement  in  the  senate,  this 
session,  of  a  disposition  in  any  individual  whatever, 
(though  I  have  seen  something  of  the  sort  in  the  pa- 
pers for  the  last  three  days),  or  even  of  Ihe  pnssibil- 
ily,  under  any  conceivable  human  circumstances,  to 
yield  up  to  Great  Britain  the  navigalion  of  the  Co- 
lumbia river.  That  is  the  point  on  which  1  wi'h  In 
fix  the  attention  of  the  senate.  Public  opinion  in 
the  two  nations,  according  to  the  senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, is  converging  to  the  point  of  a  negotiation 
on  the  basis  of  a  proposition  made  by  us  in  1S26 

This  strange  fact,  then,  presents  itself  before  us; 
we,  who  started  out  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session  with  claiming  the  whole  of  Oregon  up  to  54 
40,  at  the  end  of  three  months  began  to  tremble  on 
the  parallel  of  49,  and,  at  the  end  of  three  weeks 
more,  are  ready  to  fall  back  south  even  of  that  — 
The  senate  has  been  receding  every  hour,  until,  ac- 
cording to  all  the  rules  of  legislative  progression,  we 
.shall  in  a  short  time  more  be  prepared  to  surrender 
the  whole  terrilory  to  get  clear  of  a  war. 

All  this  convinces  me,  not  of  Ihe  president's  hav- 
ing made  a  great  error,  hut  of  his  great  patriotism 
and  judgment  in  laying  his  claim  at  once  commen- 
surately  willi  Ihe  extent  of  our  title. 

This  whole  debate  has  gone  on  the  assumption, 
without  reason  or  facts  to  support  it:  has  proceeded 
on  the  false  assumption  that  Great  Britain  has  a  just 
right  to  a  part  of  Oregon,  and  that  she  will  sacrifice 
no  part  of  her  righls,  but  on  the  contrary  will  cer- 
tainly fight  for  them.  1  believe  that  if  congress  had 
in  the  first  week  of  its  session  passed  the  resolution 
of  notice,  and  had  then  gone  on  to  extend  our  laws 
over  the  whole  terrilory,  this  controversy  would 
have  been  settled  ere  this,  '.vithont  the  shedding  of  a 
drop  of  blood  or  the  loss  of  an  acre  of  Oregon.  But, 
after  Ihe  world  had  seen  that  the  senate  faltered, 
even  after  a  vote  by  the  house  of  three  lo  one,  and 
after  it  has  seen  a  distinguished  senator  at  the  end  of 
three  months  introduce  a  proposition  lo  fall  back  on 
the  Columbia  river,  what  is  likely  to  be  the  course 
of  Great  Britain?  Ours  seems  to  invite  her  to  claim 
the  whole:  yes,  lo  claim  the  whole.  Every  inch  we 
recede  multiplies  the  chances  of  a  fight  by  Great 
Britain.  Every  body  must  see  this.  When  England 
sees  hesitation  in  this  body;  when  she  sees  divided 
counsel  here,  when  she  sees  the  president  censured 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  conducted  this  affair; 
when  she  sees  three  months  wasted;  when  she  sees 
the  arm  of  the  government  paralyzed;  when  she  sees 
all  Ihis,  she  will  not  hesitate  as  to  her  course. 

But  the  senator  laid  doivn  another  proposition,  and 
that  is,  that  to  );ive  lime  for  public  opiiiiim  in  Ihe 
two  nations  to  settle  down  on  the  proposition  of  the 
Columbia  river  as  a  boundary,  Ihe  senate  ought,  in 
his  judgment,  to  drop  this  resolution  of  notice  for  a 
monlh;  that  we  ought  to  postpone  lis  further  consi- 
deration at  present  allogelhcr.  Postpone  it?  and  for 
whair  Until  another  slc-arner  shall  arrive  lo  inform 
us  whether  queen  Victoria  is  pouting  at  us,  whether 
Ihe  British  government  is  pleased  at  what  we  are 
doing  here. 

This  is  a  species  of  national  humiliation  to  which, 
with  my  vote,  this  senate  shall  never  submit.  It  is 
lime  we  spoke  and  acted  like  men  conscious  of  be- 
ing the  representatives  of  a  government  determined 
lo  assert  lis  own  rights,  whether  other  governments 
are  pleased  or  displeased  at  such  assertion. 

On  these  points  1  would  fix  Ihe  attention  of  the 
senate  and  Ihe  country,  because  they  have  been  made 
by  Ihc  senator  with  extraordinary  Bolemnity,  and 
with  the  utmost  possible  prccaulion  as  to  each  word 
and  syllable  he  utters.  All  this  impresses  me  with 
the  conviction  that  wc  are  lo  have  more  difficulty 
growing  out  of  this  question.  If  there  is  a  war,  the 
cause  of  it  will  be  found  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
Stales;  in  its  hesilaling  course,  in  iu  divided  coun- 
sels, 111  Us  unwillingness  lo  sustain  the  righls  of  the 
country  by  the  force  of  Ihe  country.  But  1  will  not 
now  tresspass  on  the  time  of  the  senate  by  entering 
further  into  a  discussion  of  the  subject.  And  pre- 
suming that  the  suggestion  of  the  senator  from  iVlas- 
sachusetts  (.\lr,  ll'ibsUr)  will  meet  the  acquiescence 
of  Ihe  senator  from  Uelaware,  (Mr,  ClaijlunJ  1  will 
move  that  the  senate  now  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  orders  uf  Ihe  day. 

Mr,   A,  withdrew  the  motional  the  request  of— 

Mr.  }ycbiier,  who  said;  It  is  very  true  Ihal  1  ex- 
pressed, wilh  premeditated  precision,  my  senlimcnls 
on  this  quustiuii.  It  ia  an  important  question;  it  has 
respect  to  Hie  interests  of  two  nations — and  that  in  a 
considerabh;  exigency  between  them.  It  is  import- 
anl,  under  such  circumstances,  lo  bo  precise;  and  1 
may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  say  thai  1  do  not  think 


it  would  be  very  far  out  of  the  way  if  some  other 
gentleman  would  adopt  a  little  of  the  like  care  to 
make  their  language  on  a  great  national  queslion  like 
this  somewhat  correct  and  accurate. 

The  gentleman  sees  fit  lo  consider  that  this  pro- 
ceeding will  be  regarderl  as  a  national  humiliation. 
1  rather  fancy  not  I  question  whether  the  effect 
will  not  he  directly  opposite;  and,  if  any  counlenance 
in  Great  Britain,  whether  in  high  or  low  station, 
shall  wear  either  a  pout  or  a  sarcastic  smile,  wheth- 
er it  is  not  more  likely  to  he  originated  hy  what  has 
passed  on  the  other  side  of  the  chamber  than  on  this. 
But  one  word  on  a  matter  more  important.  The 
gentleman  says  that  1  have  offered  as  a  bonndary  the 
river  Columbia.  Pray,  let  me  be  understood.  Such 
a  misapprehension  of  my  words  and  my  meaning  as 
this,  shoiv5,(il  seems  to  me,  thai  1  was  rol  very  far 
out  when  I  took  the  precaution  of  reducing  what  I 
intended  to  say  to  writing.  What  1  said  was  (and  I 
presumed  not  to  dictate  to  the  senate,  or  to  speak  as 
ex  catliednt)  that  in  my  judgment  public  opinion  in  '■ 
both  countries  tended  to  a  union  on  the  general  basis 
of  the  proposal  made  by  this  government  to  that  of 
England  in  IS26.  And  1  now  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  whether  he  does  not  think  so  himself?  [.Mr. 
.illen  expressed  dissent.]  Well,  ihen,  does  not  he 
think  that  in  lids  country  public  opinion  is  in  favor 
of  taking  as  a  basis  of  seltlemenl  the  parallel  of  49°. 
Mr,  JlUen.  in  reply,  said:  I  have  no  idea  that  pub- 
lic opinion  in  this  country  has  fixed  or  will  fix  on 
iny  line  soulh  of  Ihe  Russian  boundary,  (Some 
laughler.)  The  proposition  that  the  public  mind,  in 
both  nation's,  is  in  favor  of  the  proposition  made  in 
1S26,  will  be  considered  as  amounting  to  Ihis,  that  we 
are  willing  to  give  up  the  navigalion  of  the  Columbia 
river, 

Mr,  IVchstir  resumed.  Well,  if  my  opinion  is  so 
very  far  wrong,  if  it  is  so  wide  from  the  truth  as  all 
that,  why,  of  course,  it  will  go  for  nothing,  In  re- 
lation to  what  the  gentleman  last  said,  1  beg  leave  to 
state  that  what  1  said,  wilh  cautious  care,  was,  that 
public  opinion  was  settling  on  the  line  of  49  as  a 
gfnaal  basis  o(  agreement.  I  did  not  say  the  pre- 
cise basis  of  all  that  was  offeied  in  18C6,  because  I 
immediately  added  that,  taking  the  parallel  of  49  as 
a  genera/  basis,  that  then  the  navigation  of  the  Colum- 
bia, either  pernianently  or  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
that  of  the  straits  and  sounds  ai.d  islands  ou  the 
coast,  might  all  be  made  a  mailer  of  friendly  nego- 
tiation, 1  did  not  recommend  ihal  we  should  decide 
either  one  way  or  the  other  as  to  the  use  of  the  Co- 
lumbia river.  Not  at  all.  What  1  meant,  and  what 
I  said,  was,  that  if  49  should  be  agreed  on  as  a  g-enei- 
id  b(tsis,  I  was  satisfied  to  negotiate  about  all  the  rest. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and  the  senate  will  do 
me  the  justice  lo  allow  that  1  said,  as  plainly  as  I 
could  speak  or  put  down  words  in  wriiing,  that  Eng- 
land must  not  EXPECT  any  thing  south  of  forty-nine 
degrees.     I  said  so  in  so  many  words. 

It  is  my  opinion — I  may  be  mislaken — but  to  me 
it  is  as  clear  as  the  sun  at  noonday  thai  Ihe  strong 
tendency  of  punlic  opinion  is,  that  we  ought  lo  stand 
by  our  own  ofler  niaee  m  182lj,  in  Subsiance,  in  ef- 
fect. And  was  not  that  the  doctrine  put  (orih  by  the 
honorable  senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
Ihe  other  day?  And  has  il  not  betii  proved  that  that 
has  always  been  the  extent  of  our  claiai?  1  think 
there  are  reasons  why  it  should  be. 

But  1  rose  only  lo  explain.  1  am  of  opinion  that 
this  question  must  be  seltkd,  and  settled  shortly,  on 
the  parallel  of  49.  As  lo  the  navigation  of  the  Co- 
lumbia, and  the  straits,  and  sounds,  and  islands — all 
that  is  a  fit  subject  for  negotiation.  But  England  is 
not  lo  expect  any  thing  south  of  that  boundary.  And 
1  am  persuaded  that  the  people  of  the  United  Stales 
— a  great  majority  of  them — ;  re  content  now  to 
abide  by  what  their  government  offered  lo  Great 
Britain  in  1826. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Chylon,  said  thai  llic  motive  which  in- 
duced him  to  otler  the  resolution  was  no  desire  lo 
embarass  the  administration;  he  never  had  sought  to 
do  so,  nor  did  he  now;  but  ho  thought  that  there 
might  be  senalors  on  that  floor  who  desired  to  obtain 
the  informaliun  asked  by  the  resolution,  with  a  view 
to  the  regulation  of  their  own  couise.  He  had  sup- 
posed that  Ihe  inforraation,  when  obtained,  would 
necessarily  be  pacific:  and  he  thought  now  that  if  it 
were  obtained,  it  would  be  favorable  toviard  a  vote 
in  favor  of  the  notice  proposed.  As  lo  his  own  in- 
dividual vote,  it  wouhi  neilher  be  regulated,  nor  at 
all  allected  by  it.  He  had  long  since  made  up  and 
openly  expressed  the  opinion  that  Hie  notice  ought  lo 
be  given.  He  llmught  so  still.  He  thought  noiico 
ought  lo  be  given,  no  mailer  what  might  be  the  stale 
of  Ihe  negotiation.  lie  thought  so  because  the  ne- 
gotiations of  1827  and  the  conliniiance  of  the  con- 
vention which  lol«wed  them  so  bound  us  that 
during  Its  cuulinuaiice  it  was  impossible  for  us 
ever  lo  gel  a  clear  and  perfect  lille  lo  any 
portion  of  lUe  terrilory.     In  regard,  tudtied,  to  the 
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settlement  of  the  territory,  we  have  greatly  the  ail-  I  gres^ed  in  action  on  the  bill  and  at  3  o'clock  rose, 
vanlaije   of  Englaml;   we   can   send  a  hundred  emi-    and^ reported  progress 


grants  Into  Oregon  where  she  can  send  one;  but 
while  the  lerritorv  is  thus  tilling  up  with  our  people, 
we  are  gelling  no  lille  by  ihat  process,  so  long  as  the 
convention  cuntirues;  l)ecause  under  thnt  instrument 
the  possession  of  one  is  the  possession  of  both;  so 
that  we  rannot  possibly  acquire  any  exclusive  title. 
As  an  American,  therefore,  I  am  anxious  to  put  an 
end  lo  the  treaty.  1  agree  wilh  Ihe  senator  fro  n 
Georgia  ne.ir  me  (Mr.  Berrien)  Ihat  so  long  as  it 
conTiiues,  we  are  gel'Jng  only  a  right  lu  a-'qiiire  ti- 
tle, but  never  ran  perfec!  it.  tf  I  were  an  Euglish- 
I  should  he  anxious  that  Ihe  convention  should 


The  bill  from  senate,  authorising  the  secretary  of 
tlie  navy  lo  contract  for  the  purchase  of  American 
water  rotted  hemp,  was  taken  up  and  read  a  lirst  and 
seinnd  time. 

Mr.  /  E  Holmes,  urged  its  immediate  passage  to 
enable  planters  to  projress  with  assurance. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  the  house  adjourn 
ed. 

Friuay,  March  27.  The  house  after  some  pro- 
Ki'ess  with  the  private  calendar,  of  unimportant  ge- 
neral interest,  odjoiirm-d 

Saturday,  March  2S      The  Iiousc,  on  motion  by 


be  eoiiiinued;  but,  as  an   American,  1  am   anxious  it    Mr.  /)finif(,  passed  into  committee  of  the  whole,  and 


should  be  eiideil 

No  matter,  then,  what  may  be  the  information  ob- 
tained in  reply  to  the  resolution  I  have  oliered,  I  feel 
bound  to  vote  for  the  notice;  and  prefer  it  in  Ihe 
form  siijgested  by  Ihe  senator  from  .Maryland,  (Vlr. 
Jokmon.J  whiili  is  but  a  slight  modification  of  Ihal 
previously  ,  IfiTed  by  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  CritUnden.) 

One  word  lo  the  senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  ^QlUn.) 
That  gentleman  has  charged  the  senate  wilh  having 
embarrassed  the  executive  by  refusing  to  comply 
with  his  recommendation. 

Mr.  .l/(rn.  1  said  "embarrassed  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion " 

Mr.  Clayton  Well,  the  Oregon  question.  Rut 
how  so.'  '1  here  have  been  no  party  divisions  here; 
nothing  like  it.  All  know  that  there  are  quite  a- 
many  gentlemen  in  favor  of  notice  on  this  side  of  the 
chamber  as  on  ihe  other.  How,  then,  have  we  "em- 
barrassed the  question.'"  Not  surely  because  we  have 
not  in  hot  basic  passed  the  resolution  which  came  lo 
us  from  the  house  of  reprcsenlatives.  If  he  thinks 
that  thai  is  embarrassing  Ihe  question,  then  we  have 
embarrassed  il;  hut  in  no  other  way.  The  senate 
has  been  engaged  in  the  constant  discussion  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  executive  for  many  weeks: 
it  has  been  discussed  with  calmness  and  diligent  and 
respectful  consideraliun.  There  is  no  disposilion 
that  1  haveever  been  ahle  to  discover, on  eiih 
the  senate,  to  embarrass  this  question:  on  tl 


pent  Ihe  day  in  the  consideration  of  the  calendar. — 
The  (iiycr  of'bills  on  which  the  house  acted  were 
generally  claims  "to  bo  reported  to  Ihe  iiouse  with 
recommendations  that  they  do  not  pass." 

The  house  aiij  uirned. 

Monday,  March  30. — .%jr(i;)i-i(i(ioiis.  The  house 
vi'enl  into  commillee  of  the  whole  upon  the  bill  for 
the  payment  of  arrearages  in  former  appropriations. 
Moticuis  were  made  lo  strike  out  and  modify  some  of 
the  large  items  of  expenditure  growing  out  of  the 
annexation  of  Texas.     Ilejceled. 

The  bill  was  ther.  reported  to  Ihe  house.  Mr, 
McKay,  of  N.  C,  now  made  some  explanations  of 
the  bi'll. 

Mr  Stewart  asked  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
if  the  amount  appropriated  in  the  bill  constituted  an 
additional  charge  upon  llie  treasury.  If  it  did,  the 
expenses  of  Mr.  Polk's   administration    for   Ihe  first '  do  my  whole  duty  according  to  my  poor  ability. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  HAYWOOD,  OF  N.  C. 

on     THE     OREGON      QDESTION. 

DrlivereJ  in  Ihe  Senate  on  the  4  /i  ami  5th  of  March. 

The  joint  resolution  for  giving  Ihe  notice  to  termi- 
nate Ihe  convention  between  'he  United  Stales  and 
Great  Brilain  relative  to  the  Oregon  territory  being 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  U,iywnoil  addressed  the  senate  as  follows:  Mr. 
President,  the  subject  before  Ihe  senate  is  an  import- 
ant one.  Viewed  in  connexion  wilh  the  topics  that 
have  been  brought  into  the  discussion  of  it,  it  is  one 
of  momentous  interest;  and  I  confess  that  its  magni- 
tude oppresses  me.  My  want  of  experience  in  po- 
litical afiairs  naturally  made  mo  rcluetanl  to  enter 
into  it  as  a  speaker,  when  1  must  necessarily  feel,  in 
addition  lo  the  high  responsibilities  of  the  occasion 
itself,  the  embarrassment  of  addressing  those  who 
are  my  seniors  in  age  and  in  political  knowledge  — 
Besides,  I  have  thought  that  a  si/cn(  vole,  could  it 
have  been  obtained,  would  be  much  more  imposing. 
But  the  occurrences  of  Ihe  last  few  weeks  have  left 
me  no  choice.  Silence  would  now  bo  a  compromise 
with  my  conscience  and  my  duty  to  the  country,  and 
I  must  speak.  It  will  lake  mo  some  lime,  but  1 
Ihrow  mvself  upon  the  patience  of  the  senate,  with  a 
pledge  Ihat  my  heart  shall  be  opened  sincerely,  at 
this,  the  council  board  of  our  common  country.  1 
have  no  actions  of  the  past  to  explain,  and  no  aspi- 
rations for  the  future  to  restrain  me;  and,  if  God 
gives  me  sli-cngth  and  utterance  for  Ihe  work,  1  will 


year  amounted  to  eight  millions  more  than  the  ex- 
penses of  the  last  yeaV.  If  it  was  not  an  extra  charge, 
the  expenses  were  $fi,500  000  more. 

Mr.  McKay  declined  to  answer. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  and  seconded, 
and  Ihe  amendments  of  the  committee  having  been 
agreed  to,  Ihe  hill  was  finnllv  passed. 

Siid-Trfasim/.— Mr.  Diomg-no/f,  of  Va.,  moved  that 
Ihe  house  go  into  comn.iliee  of  the  whole.  The  mo- 
lion  prevailed  and  Mr.  /o/iiison,  of  Va.,  wascalledto 
ideof  i  the  chair. 

The  sub-!reasiiry  bill   was  read   through,  and  Mr 


ry,  ihere  is  a  settled  determmalion  to  pass  the  notice  Caleb  Sinilli,  of  la.,  addressed  the  committee  in  op 
recommended  to  us  in  the  very  shape  in  which  ii  I  posilion  to  the  bill  and  in  development  of  inconsis 
vi'ill  be  most  respectful  to  the  executive.  The  resolu- i  teney  of  Mr.  Polk's  position  upon  this  and  oilier 
tion  oli'ered  by  the  senator  from  Maryland  (.Vlr.  Jolm-  |  questions. 

son)  is  much    more   respectful  to   the  president  than  1       Mr.     flick,  of  Iiida.,   replied,    and    was    followed 
that  received  from    tlie    house  of  representatives.—    by  Mr.  Leake,  of  Va  ,  and    Mr.   Cliipman,  of  Mich., 


fho  had  not  closed  when  th 
I  ly  5  o'clock. 

j      The   house   adjourned    without   action 
bill. 


Itee  rose  at  near- 


ipon  the 


The  latter  directs,  orders,  the  president  to  give  this 
notice;  but  such  is  not  the  raijde  which  has  been  cus- 
lomiiry  when  congress  addresses  the  President  of  Ihe 
United  Slates.  A  co-ordinat"  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment should  ever  be  treated  wilh  the  highest  official 
respect.  The  resolution  of  my  friend  from  Mary- 
land avoids  this  indecorum. 

I  will  not,  however,  longer  protract  this  discus- 
sion: 1  am  content  that  the  resolution  I  have  ofl'ered 
should  be  informally  passed  over. 

I  suppose  that  it  would  be  more  acceptable  to  the  i  time.     The  resolution  was  finally  adopted 
president  Ihat  the  call  should  not  be  pressed.     But  1 1      The  house  then  went  into  commillee  of  the  wlude, 
think,    with    my    friend    from    Massachusells,    (.Mr.  '  J\]r.  Ju/uiseii ,  of  Va.,  in  Ihe  chair. 
fl'tbsler,j  Ihat,  bcfoie  our  final    vole  on  this  subject, '       M,..  CInpman,  o(  Mich.,  closed  his  speech, 
senators  who  may  wish  to  possess  this  iiiformalion  to  [      Mr.  J.R   Ingersoll,  of  Pa.,  addressed  the   commit- 


The  president  of  the  United  States,  who  is  autho- 
rized by  the  constitution  to  make,  but  not  to  unmake 
treaties,  has  :i  negotiation  on  foot  which  was  com- 
menced or  opi'nerl  before  his  term  of  ollice  bei^an. — 
The  object  of  il  has  been  to  fix  a  lino  of  division  by 
compromise  between  the  United  Slates  and  Great  Bri- 
tain and  thereby  adjust  the  eohflicting  claims  of  ne 
two  governments  to  the  territory  lying  west  of  the 
Slony  mountains,  commonly  called  Oregon.  1  assume 
for  Ihe  present — hereafter  1  will  deraonslralc— ihat 
in  Ihe  view  of  our  president,  as  well  as  the  British 
minister,  the  negotiation  is  still  a  pending  one.  The 
assumption  is  warranted  by  every  incident  of  iha 
subject  in  this  coiin'.ry  and  in  Great  Britain,  except 
the  absurd  conclusions  and  unauthorized  conslruc- 
lions  given  by  some  of  my  own  party  friends  to  the 
message  of  the  president.  And  it  is  confirmed  be- 
yond all  fair  doubt,  by  the  silence  of  the  president 
upon  that  point,  when,  ifthene  otialian  had  lermitiateil, 
executive  silence  would  be  unpardonable — the  more 
especially  as  his  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  will 
cease   the   moment  negotiation  ends.     The  negolia- 


Tuesday,   March  31-     A  resolution  was  adopted  i  lion    once   closed,  concluded,  put  an  end  to,  by  Iho 
to  meet  at  11  o'clock  until  otherwise  ordered.  I  executive,  and    all    Ihe    remaining   questions  aDout 

Mr.  Dromgoole  off'-raii  a  resolution  to  close  the  de- 1  Oregon  will  become  forthwith  suojeets  of  legislation 
bate  upon  the  sub-treasury  bill   on   Thursday  at  one  |  by  congress  exclusively. 

o'clock.     A   motion  «  as   made  to  lay  the  resolution  ;      [j,,;  lo  proceed.     At    the  meeting  of  congress  in 
upon  the  table  and  lost.  Also  a  motion  to^extcnd  Ihe  j  December,  the  negotiators  of  the  two  governments 
'   ■  "     "     '^        ^  had  been  unable  to  agree  upon  a  compromise  of  their 

conflicting  claims,  and  the  president,  believing  that, 
under  the  existing  convention  of  1827,  the  United 
Slates  cannot  "rightfully  assert  or  exercise  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  amy  portion  of  the  territory"  with- 


guide  their  course  here  are  entitled  to  have  il.   1  am    tee  upon  the    inerils  of  the  bill   and    vindicated    the    y,,;  giving  a  year's  notice,  declared  lo 


I  shall  nol  be  governed  by  il;  but  other  j  u|d  United  States  Bank  fro  n  Ihe  infamy  heaped  upoi 
gentlemen  may;  and  I  therefore  prefer  that  the  reso-  i  "the  United  Slates  Bank  of  Pennsylvania."  Hecall- 
lution,  though  now  laid  aside,  should  be  adopted  be- 1  ed  upon  members  lo  distinguish  between  the  two  in- 
foie  we  take  final  action  in  the  case.  ]  siitutions,  and  endeavored  to  shew  whatgood  Ihe  old 

The  resolution  was  thereupon  passed  over  infor- 1  bank  had  done  to  the  eounlry,  and  what  evil  Ihesub- 
mally  for  the  present.  !  ireasury  had  done. 

The  spechtl  order.  Mr.  Buirow,  who  was  entiled  to  '  Mr.  Holmes,  of  S,  C,  did  not  believe  the  business 
the  floor,  rose  and  delivered  his  views  on  the  qucs- 1  of  the  couiitiy  would  be  ciirtailed  by  the  bill  to  any 
tion,  in  a  speech  ol  great  length.  '  great  extent.     It  might   do   so   at   first,  but   Ihe  bill 

When  Mr.  Barrow  closed  his  remarks —  |  would  exert  a  good  influence  at  least  in  keeping  the 

Mr.  Cass,  rose  an. I  .aioved  thai  the  senate  adjourn,  \  business  as  a  whole  under  the  most  wholesome  eon- 
bul  uilhdrew  the  motion  lo  allow  1  irol.      Mr.  H.  did  not  regard    the    public   money   as 

Mr.  Fairfield  to  make  a  report  from  the  committee  i  any  more  sale  <mt  of  banks  Ihan  in  them,  but  the 
on  naval  utfairs,  giving  the  documenl  received  Irom  1  (-real  good  be  lo  expected  was  from  the  regulation  of 
the  heads  of  bureaus  in  the  navy  department,  as  es-  i  trade  and  exchange  which  would  be  atforded  by  the 
timates  on  whieh  the  committee  had  aeted.  |  bill. 

The  document  v*  as  ordered  to  be  printed.  \      Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll  defended  the  bill    and  in  parli- 

The  bill  Irom  the  house  making  appropriations  to  I  cular  the  provisions  for  the  separation  of  the  govcrn- 


i;gre 


Uhat, 


supply  deficiencies  lor  rerlain  objecis  connected  with  ment  money  lioiii  the  bank 
the  fiscal  year  ending  3lJlh  June,  184t;,  was  read  a  revenues  of  lliecouiiUj  e 
firat  and  second  lime  by  its  title,  and  referred  lo  the  [  |,e  whole  measure,  howei 
committee  on  finance.  j  a|iprobation,  and  he  Oeliev 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 


Ill  the  collection  of  the 
ely  in  gold  and  silver 
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met   with  his  decided  l^real  Britain 
alter    it   bad  been  for  I  territory,  allli 
three  years  a  law,  the  bill    would    be   regarded  as  a 
value  equal  lo  lU  and  15   per  cent,  to    the  proiectivt 
system.    Ihe  country  was  never  before  as  prosperou: 
as  It  IS  now. 

Mr.  Milton  ISrovin,  of  Tenn.,  replied,  renewing 


n  his  judgment,  it  would  be  proper  lo  give  the  no- 
tice; and  thereupon,  by  his  message,  he  recommend- 
ed that  provision  be  made  by  (aio  for  giving  it  ac- 
cordingly, and  tenninaling  "in  this  manner"  llie  con- 
venlioi»of  the  Gtli  August,  1827.  This  then  is  the 
question:  What  shall  we  do? 

The  message  of  the  president  was  aeco  npanied  by 
a  copy  of  all'  the  correspondence  which  had  lakeu 
place  in  the  negotiation;  and  we  have  subsequently 
been  furnished,  liy  our  request,  wilh  such  lurluer 
correspondence  as  had  taken  jilace  in  it  up  to  Feb- 
ruary, 1846.  In  the  nieanw  hile,  various  propositions 
in  the  senate,  emanating  from  individual  senjt'U'S, 
but  not  from  the  executive,  have  h.  en  offered  and  pro- 
posei);  and  it  is  true,  as  some  honorable  senator  said 
the  other  day,  that  we  have  exh.biled  the  singular 
spectacle  in  this  capitol  of  a  discussion  by  congress 
with  open  doors  of  nearly  <ill  Ihe  foreign  alFairs  of 
the  nalinii,  and  more  cspeci.illy  of  .ur  atiairs  with 
upon  ihis  ver)  subject  of  the  Oregon 
.ugh,  at  the  same  time,  negotiations 
have  been  going  on  at  the  executive  department  with 
the  Bi  ilish  ininisUr;  and  il  was  rather  intimated  than 
charged  that  th'  ,  resident  was  to  blame  for  it.  Now, 
in  the  spirit  ol  kindness  winch  characterized  this 
complaint,  suli'er  mo,  a  friend  of  thi:  adiniiiistratioii, 


61  "■•— " • .'  .  ,,'  ,  ih- I  ...mRr^  (.1  ihe  to  answer  whv  I  ilo  nol  concur  111  11,  ana  noiv  1  sup- 
that  all  deba.e  on  the  bill  "to  supply  deheiencie-  in  ihe  treasury  lavys  to  prove  that  ihe  ■''ner»  o  tiu.  ^^^  ^^^  ^.  ^^.^  correspondence  here  may  ho 
the  appropriations  lor  certain  oujecls  made  for  the  ':  eonslilulion  and  the  early  legislalois  ol  he  county  ,  I  ,  ^  ^  >' 
serviec  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  iheSOlh  June,  1846,"  i  had  no  hoslilitylo  a  currency  converliulemto  gold  I  ,  ,  ki  ■  ,u  ,  ,u  .  ,:„„  „r 
Should  terminalelhs  day  in  cmnmiltee  of  the  whole, 'andsiver.  ^,  ^,  .,  ^^  ,  ^  Ji'^  ^^'"''"l'  ''k  "'?^  '\  ih  ?,  T ,?. 
was  adonted  1  The  floor  was  given  to  Mr.  Gruirr,  of  Ky.,  when  132i  had  tjelter  be  abrogated,  we  know  ihal  he  could 
The  house'  then  w.ot  into    committee,  which  p.o-  1  the  commillee  rose,  and  the  house  adjourned.               ]  do  that  in  either  one  of  two  ways,  but  in  no  other.- 
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Either  he  must  get  an  aureement  with  Great  Britain  I 
to  abrogate  it  by  mutual  consent,  and  then  congress 
need  not  be  applied  to  at  all;  or  he  must  get  the 
mandate  of  a  iauj,  authorizin;;  him  to  give  a  year's 
notice.     The  first  mnda  was  not  attempted. 

The  other  manner  of  doing  it  is  by  a  law  of  this 
government;  arid  the  presKient  recornriieiidL-d  to  con- 
gress— congress  alone  being  competent  to  enact  it — 
that  provision  be  made  for  giving  the  notice  accord- 
ingly, and  for  terminating,  "in  (/lis  maitntr,"  the  con- 
Tention  of  1827.  Can  it  be  said  that  the  president 
erred  in  choosing  "tliis  manner"  of  terminating  the 
convention,  it  being  the  only  mode  by  which  that  ob- 
ject could  be  legitimately  accomplished  without 
closing  his  negotiations  for  a  compromise?  The  com- 
plaint against  the  message  implies  he  had  no  inten- 
tion to  do  that.  It  being  indispensable  to  apply  to 
congress  for  a  law  to  give  the  notice,  was  it  not  both 
proper  and  necessary  to  communicate  to  congress 
every  thing  that  had  taken  place  in  llie  negotiation, 
as  far  as  it  had  progressed,  when  llie  president  made 
his  recommendation.'' 

The  case  is  a  peculiarone;  but  that  peculiarity  did 
not  arise  out  of  any  thing  that  this  administration 
has  dune,  but  altogether  from  the  convention  it  is  de- 
sired to  abrogate,  and  the  limited  conslitulional  pow- 
•r  of  the  American  executive.  Ljok  to  the  message 
itself,  and  you  see  nothing  in  it  either  more  or  le»s 
than  what  the  president  was,  in  a  great  degree, 
obliged  to  disclose  to  the  legislative  department,  un- 
iler  the  peculiar  circuinsiances  of  the  subject.  That 
congress  might  determine  this  question  of  notice, 
ihey  must  know  the  state  and  condition  of  tlie  nego- 
tiation. They  would  know  that  best  by  sending  up 
all  the  correspondence;  and,  in  order  that  they  might 
tee  and  judge  for  themselves,  the  president  commu- 
nicated to  congress  the  toliole  correspondnice  which 
had  taken  place  lie  Ins  done  no  more,  and  he  is 
responsible  for  innhing  more. 

Had  he  any  right  to  suppose  that  this  would  be 
made  the  foundation  for  violent  invective  and  irregu- 
lar discussions,  and  for  all  the  propositions  that  have 
followed  it?  If  he  had  apprehended  any  such  conse- 
quences, would  that  have  authorized  hini  to  with- 
hold the  recommendation  of  a  itiea^ure  of  legislaUon 
which  he  deemed  to  be  essential  lo  the  interest  of 
the  nation,  and  which  lie  may  have  supposed  lo  be 
important  to  the  peace  of  the  country?  Upon  making 
such  a  recommendation,  how  could  he  conceal  the 
information  that  was  necessary  to  ,iiJ  congress  in 
considering  it?  Had  he  any  means  of  fureseeing  that 
this  simple  act  of  necessary  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
executive  would  ba  perverted  into  an  occasion  for  de- 
bating, not  the  question  of  notice  or  no  notice,  which 
properly  belongs  to  the  legislative  department,  but 
also  our  negotiations  with  Great  ISritain,  when  her 
minister  is  in  the  city  and  even  in  the  lobby  of  the 
Capitol,  and  our  foreign  relations  and  our  grievance", 
real  or  supposed,  with  all  ttiu  kingdoms  of  the  earth, 
which  legitimately  belong  to  tlic  executive  depart 
meni?  Perhaps  he  felt  a  strong  reliance  upon  the 
prudence,  moderation,  and  u  isdom  of  congress — the 
assembled  representatives  of  the  people  and  the 
states — and  hoped  that  they  would  in  such  a  case 
talk  less,  but  deliberate,  and  then  act.  Perhaps  ho 
thought  that,  upon  a  question  id"  this  kind,  the  neces- 
sity he  was  put  under  to  disclose  what  »vas  done  by 
the  executive  before  he  had  terminated  negotiations, 
would  hardly  be  made  a  pretext  for  snatching  nego- 
tiations out  of  his  bands,  which  he  did  not  recom- 
mend, instead  of  enacting  a  law  to  arm  him  with  a 
notice  that  he  did  recommend.  How  far  he  was 
mistaken,  if  he  did  so  feel  and  so  think,  need  not  be 
aaid  to  this  senate.  The  events  of  the  last  few  weeks 
speak  for  themselves.  Believing  that,  so  far  as  the 
prc-)ident  has  been  concerned,  the  lirilish  govern- 
ment has  got  no  advantage  ol  us,  1  confess  I  did  feel 
mortified  in  reading  the  news  by  the  last  steamer  at 
the  necessity  of  conceding  to  the  debates  of  the 
British  parliament  a  decided  superiority  over  those 
of  ourselves  in  their  dignity  and  moderation;  and  it 
would  be  quite  a  satisfaction  to  me  to  get  news  by 
the  next  packet  of  an  outrageous  debate  in  the  Bri- 
tish parliament;  at  least  suUicient  to  put  us  even 
with  tbuni  on  that  score.  I  cannot  help  wishing  it 
may  be  so. 

[Some  senator:  '"Tis  likely  you'll  be  gratified."] 

But  surely  the  fault  is  not  altogelhei  that  of  the 
president.  Had  he  known  ever  so  well  that  his  re- 
commendation to  legislate,  if  congress  saw  fit,  so  as 
lo  help  his  progress  in  negotiation,  would  bo  miscon- 
strued into  an  invitation  lor  all  sorts  of  interference 
by  congress  with  the  more  appropriate  duties  of  the 
executive,  he  would  hardly  have  been  justified  by  it 
lo  omit  all  or  any  one  thing  which  he  has  done.  Ho 
has,  as  1  understand  his  message,  but  done  his  duty,  i 
and  no  more;  and  he  dared  not  do  less.  1  hope  seiia- 
toia  will  see  in  all  tli.a  an  excuse  tor  the  presiuent,  if 
they  do  not  find  in  it  a  justificutioD  fur  bis  message 


to  congress  coininiiiiiciifiiig'  Ike  correspondence  nf  the  j  tors  that  we  cannot  take  our  position  upon  this  ques- 
Bri(is/i  minister.  That  the  president  sent  this  mes-  tion  of  the  notice  until  we  see  the  position  of  the 
sage  lo  congress  might  be  excused  indeed  for  other  president.  See  it,  I  mean,  with  a  reasonable  cer- 
reasons,  without  a  heavy  lax  upon  our  charity.  He  ,  tainty;  as  positive  certainty  cannot  be  arrived  at, 
was  bound  lo  presume  that  congress  are  wise  and  and  cannot  be  expected.  If  he  means  to  negotiate 
prudent  legislators;  that  they  would  say  nothing  lo  for  a  compromise,  or  if  there  be  a  pending  negotia' 
embarrass  negotiations  unless  congress  really  wished  I  lion,  it  would  be  unwise,  unprecedented,  and  indeli- 
lo  defeat  negotiation;  and  even  in  that  case  he  may  :  cale,  for  the  president,  either  himself  directly,  or 
have  thought  that,  as  by  the  constitution  treaty-  indirectly  through  another  person,  to  declare  before- 
making  belonged  to  the  president,  under  the  advice  hand  any  determination  of  his  own  mind  upon  ques- 
of  the  senate,  his  own  "friends,"  without  any  recora-  tiuiis  to  arise  in  the  further  progress  of  such  a  nego- 
mcndation  from  him,  would  long  ago  have  proposed  tialion.  I  shall,  in  justice  to  him,  have  occasion  to 
and  voted  directly  "that  the  president  shall  be  ad  point  out  to  the  senate  hereafter  how  I  think  this  si- 
wised  by  tlie  senate  that  ha  is  mi3l:jken  in  supposing  the  i  lence — this  necessary  silence  —  proves  almost  of  it- 
nalion  committed  itself  to  any  compromise,  and  that  self  that  his  "thoughts  are  turned  on  peace." 
the  negotiation  upon  that  basis  ought  to  be  concluded,  I  But  what  is  the  position  of  the  president  in  this 
if  that  iuileed  be  the  decision  of  the  people."  That  '  negotiation?  rtbout  it  there  would  be  less  doubt  if 
would  be  doing  something.  { there  had  been   less  ea"ort  to  assign  the  president  an 

I  do  not  affirm  that  the  president  thought  all  this.  \  extreme  position  and  a  false  position.  What  saj  the 
or  any  of  it.  Yet  another  thing  has  struck  my  own  i  "records?"  Where  does  he  stand?  We  must  see  be- 
niind  with  some  force,  and  possibly  it  might  not  have  '•  f>3re  we  fling  him  the  notice  to  terminate  theconven- 
been  without  its  influence  upon  the  president.   When  ]  tion  of  1827. 

he  came  into  office,  he  declared  his  belief  that  our  |  First,  we  all  know  that  the  president — whose  as- 
tille  to  Oregon  was  "clear  and  unquestionable  "  \a  \  sent  is  indispensable — will  not  agree  to  an  ar6i(ni/ioii. 
prosecuting  the  negoliation,  he  found  it  to  be  his  duty  j  1  do  not  stop  to  defend  or  to  accuse  hini  for  this;  it 
to  offer  a  line  of  compromise  at  43,  and  to  give  up  !  belongs  lo  some  other  occasion.  If,  in  the  provi- 
James  K.  Polk's  opinion  to  the  president's  obligation  dence  of  Goil,  this  Oregon  conlr^jversy  should  termi- 
to  preserve  national  honor.  From  some  cause  or  1  n^'e '"  a  conflict,  the  responsibility  of  having  reject- 
other,  the  public  mind  had  been  pre  occupied  with  '  cd  nr6ii?-a(ioii  will  be  a  fearful  one,  and  he  will  have 
!  the  belief  that  this  offer  had  not  been  made  by  him.  j  'o  meet  it.  But  the  responsibiliiy  has  been  taken  by 
j  But,  as  it  had  been  made,  the  president  might  have  hi  u.  The  senate,  therefore,  must  now  proceed  upon 
I  felt,  and  probably  he  did  feel,  a  solicituoe  at  the  ,  it  as  a  fact,  a  "fixed  fact,"  that  arbitration  is  out  of 
I  meeting  of  congress  to  tell  the  whole — to  let  out  the  !  the  question.  We  cannot  h -Ip  it  if  we  would,  and  I 
secret — and  to  prevent,  if  he  could,  clamors  or  ca-  '  ""'^  ''  '°  candor  to  say  that  /  would  not  if  I  eould. 
luinny  upon  the  subject.  Hud  the  pi-esident  dreaded  i  Well,  then,  we  have  seen  in  his  message  that  Great 
\  the  same  clamors,  and  sought  to  avonl,  by  such  a  !  Britain  made  an  oH'er  of  compromise,  which  was  re- 
diselosure,  denuneiations  like  those  which  have  been  j  jected  by  the  .American  government  in  August,  1844, 
j  unceasingly  poured  out  upon  the  heads  of  the  great  [and  the  president  has  informed  congress  plainly  and 
I  men  who  negotiated  and  voted  for  the  Washington  [  distinctly  that  this  British  proposition  to  us  cannot 
\  treaty,  I  am  sure  the  senate  would  not  blame  him  i  be  entertained  by  him,  but  that  it  is  "wholly  inad- 
I  much  for  it— not  very  much.  That  Washington  treaty  missible."  So  far  there  is  no  diificulty.  Every 
I  seems  to  have  become  a  favorite  hobby.  Perhaps  it  ,  thing  is  plain  and  directly  to  the  point,  as  it  ought 
I  is  to  he  kept  agoing  until  it  can  get  company.  It  I  lo  be. 
'  may  be  that  the  president  did  not  wish  to  furnish  the  i      jVext,    we   are    informed  by  the  message  thai  the 


inipanion  for  it  by  keeping  his  "friends"  unapprized 
of  the  important  fact  that  he  had  oti'ered  a  compro- 
mise. 1  should  not  wonder  at  it,  if  he  did  not.  As 
it  is,  thai  lliunder  will  all  be  spoiled,  as  far  as  conceal 
ment  goes. 

I  have  seldom  heard  a  discussion,  .Mr.  President, 
about  our  territorial  rights  in  any  quarter,  that  Ben- 
ton's speech  against  Webster's  treaty  was  not  re- 
produced. A  new  edition  of  an  old  speech,  abridged 
to  be  sure,  but  not  improved.  Our  politicians  seem 
determined    to   convince  the  world  abroad,  and  the 


president  himself  made  an  ofier  to  Great  Britain  by 
which  the  lerntory  of  Oregon  between  the  jiaralleU 
of  4^°  and  64°  40'  was  proposed  to  be  divided  by  a 
compromise  uk  the  line  of  49°.  and  that  the  British 
minister  rejected  it  without  submitting  any  other 
proposition,  Uc.  This  offer  of  our  president  »vas 
made  on  the  Idlh  of  July,  1845— refused  on  the  29th 
of  the  same  month.  But  on  the  3bth  August,  1345, 
the  president  withdrew  his  rejected  proposition,  and 
re-asserted,  by  his  letter  to  the  British  .linisier,  our 
laim  and  title  to  the  whole  of  Oregon;  which  tetter 


people  at  home,    whether  or  not,  that  our   nation  is  ; /los  i(o(  6eeii  aiisicereii.' 

always  ovei reached  cheated  and  disgraced.  Bui  The  president  does  not  say  thai  the  negotiation 
wliy  do  this.  If  at  all,  long  after  a  treaty  has  been  has  been  abandoned,  nor  that  it  wilt  be  concluded  by 
solemnly  ratified  by  a  vote  ol  39  to  9  in  the  Ameri-  him  without  wailing  to  receive  another  offer.  IVo 
can  senate  Let  not  senators  give  their  aid  to  it,  I  i  .^eh  thing.  He  does  not  inform  congress  that  he 
say,  as  we  love  one  another  and  Ihe  country.  I  utter  „,„  or  will  not  renew,  or  that  he  «-,!i  or  will  not  en- 
no  complaints  agairist  the  speech  itself  ol  my  honor-  !  „,,„;„  his  own  offer,  which  he  adapted  as  that  of  the 
(Mr.  Benton  )  Like  ;  nanon,  lor  a  compromise.  I  repeat  that  it  was,  un- 
.  ,      ,.  .  ,     "'"' "^"^>  "  "^*    der  the  circumstances,  impossibln  lor  him  to  do  that, 

eloquent.     It  was   in   season  and    at    the  right  time    provided  he  considered  compromise  still  admissible.- 
iccasion  which  called  it  forih    But  he  does  say  that  he  has  receded,  noHilhsianding 
his  opinion  as  to  title,  to  the  line  of  4U°  as  a  coinpro- 
n  —  reasons  quite 

...     ..     ,.  I     .    ■  ",  "    '" I  d3  cuiitiuBi*^    III    ia*ui  ui  (iccep/iTi2"  the  offer  iiouj  as 

his  objections,   and    it   ,s  no  disparagement  lo  the  |  they  were  for  making  it  last  year.     And,  as  I  under- 


ble   friend    from    Missour 
every  thing   else    that   coinesfrom  him  here, 
eloqiien 

when  he  made  it.  Tin 
has  now  passed,  and  along  with  ii  the  strong  i 


inents  under  which  the  speech  was  made.     The  con- '  „„>,  and  his  reasons'for  it  ar 
stitutional  au. homes  ol  the  government  overruled  I  as  conclusive    in    favor  of  „co 


,„„..„    „.  J     -     1        I  u        .[  ,,      ,       ,         =         ^uu^iuiiiially   which    this    government  has  frequently 

\l  kn^,  wondered  how  they  could  silently  endure  ,  „„-ered,  without  regard  to  slight  variations;  which 
It.  Certamly,  when  such  things  are  introduced  !  „,  be  left  for  settlement  by°'equivalents."  1  do 
w  I'l  r^v  "'"  ',"  .'^"/^'"^diiig  bad  taste,  and  very  like  „o,^neasure  my  own  or  other^eo^le's  patriotism  by 
w    at  a     enerated    friend  ol   mine    used    to  call  the  [the  "inch,"     I  shall  not  recognise  that  measuremenl 

dullest    thing    111   the  word   to    isten  at "old  iKalintl  ■      i        i-  .i  -.••..        i     ■    ■  .     .■ 

t,  ui.u   ,u  iisicii  ji       "'I' ;'»'""n  I  in  deciding  upon  the  merits  ol  the  administration  or 

the  wisdom  of  a  treaty — not  at  all,  at  all. 


sung  over  dead  /torses."  Out  of  the  senate,  il'is  th, 
game  by  which  great  men  of  this  nation  are  to  be 
killed  off',  and  more  room  left  for  exalting  little  men 
lo  big  offices. 

But,  Mr.  President,  let  all  this  be  as  it  may,  and 
let  it  be  right  or  wrong  in  the  president  to  have  sent 
his  message,  and  the  information  in  it,  to  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  Stales:  he  has  done  it— the  act 
is  past  recall.  The  subject  is  belore  the  senate,  and 
with  all  its  embarrassments,  it  has  become  nccessa 


Mr.  President,  I  disavoio  any  authority  to  speak  for 
the  President.  I  have  already  said  that  he  could  not 
speak  for  himself,  nor  authorize  another  to  speak /or 
him,  so  long  as  negotiation  was  pending,  or  not  con- 
cluded. Oh!  1  wish  it  were  so  that  he  could  speak 
out.  But  I  must  bo  allowed  to  speak  for  myself, 
since  the  administration  has  been  so  persevei  ingly 
[Hit  where  I  ouglu  not  to  stand  by  it;  and  I  will  daia 


rv' f,',r  ihl    ."JL,    7"'T""'  "  .    '    ."""*  "'•■"T  'o  -^P'-'"''  '«  H'c  Tiresident,  and  ,/the  president  and  his 

■nent    the  snnn  r  w"  T ^I'T.^'Vu'^'  r"    'V   •'"''«'  messages,  from' my  stalimi  upon  .his  ffoor,  as  1  judge 

uieiit,  tlie  sooner  we  do  that,  the  better  for  the  coun-  i  „       j    n,  a    i    i  ,         .   ■ 

I        '  '  """"""'  '"'  mo  wuuii  him    and    them.     And    1    say,    in  answer  to  certain 

^'  I  senators  of  my   parly,   that  the    president  did  right, 

In   order  lo  act  aright  we  must  look  to  the  presi    I  exactly    right,    in   continuing    this  negotiatron  for  a 

dent's  messages,  and  see  for  ourselves  what  position  J  compromise  which  he  found  on  foot.aud  in  renewing 

he  occupies.     1  agree  entirely  wilh  acme  other  sena-  Me  ei£ir  (/  19°  as  o  line  of  com^romist.    And  In  reply 
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to  Ihera  further,  I  say  that  he  oujht  not,  and  my  con- 
victions are  as  strong  as  death  itself  that  he  cannot, 
will  not,  disgrace  himself  ami  his  administration  by 
refusing  his  own  offer,  should  it  be  returned  upon  Aim 
— refusing,  1  mean,  to  eiUertain  it;  repulsing  it,  and 
rashly  putting  a  final  termination  to  his  negotiation 
for  a  peaceful  compromise;  and  madly  forcmg  his 
country  into  a  war,  vvithowt  even  eoiisuUing  his 
cnnstiUilioiial  advisers,  the  senate;  who  are  this  day 
assembled.  Vet  that  is  said  of  him  day  after  day  in 
this  senate.  A  ?cai' for  what?  Why,  .Mr.  President, 
a  war  between  two  great  Chrisiinn  nations  upon  the 
meaning  of  Ihe  word  stUleuienls  in  the  Nnolka  con- 
vention! .\  war,  perhaps,  of  twenty  years,  to  de- 
termine which  of  these  Christian  governments  shall 
enjoy  the  privilege  of  cheating  the  poor  Indians  out 
of  the  largest  portion  of  Oregon.  No,  sir;  no.  sir. — 
The  president  will  not  do  that.  As  he  luvcs  his 
country,  and  values  his  own  fame,  he  dare  not  think 
of  it. 

But  I  have  said  Ihe  president  did  right  in  oG'ering 
a  compromhe  of  this  controversy.  Oilier  friends  of 
this  administration  have  said  he  did  wrong,  particu- 
larly the  senators  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Allen,)  Indiana, 
(Mr.  Hannegan,)  and  Illinois,  (Mr.  Breese.)  Friends 
and  enemies,  (if  he  has  an  enemy  here,)  will  you 
hear  another  friend  in  his  defence?  It  is  a  serious 
charge,  if  it  be  true.  What  are  the  fact^?  Let  him 
be  tried  by  these,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
decision.     Hear  Ihern. 

He  found  It  in  our  own  history,  a  fact,  an  undeni 
able  fact,  that  long  ago  as  forty  years,  in  negotiations 
between  this  government  and  Great  Britain,  the 
United  Slates  had  maintained  and  asserted  lliat  the 
true  line  of  our  national  righls,  westol  the  Stony 
mountains,  was  al  the  -JOlh  parallel  on  the  north,  in 
virtue  of  the  trealv  of  Utrecht,  and  ol'  our  treaty 
with  France  in  1SU3.  He  found  thatil  was  urged  by 
our  government  upon  the  opposite  party  as  a  fact, 
loo,  Ilial  commissioners  hail  been  appointed  to  de- 
signate the  line  west  of  the  Slonv  mountains,  consti- 
tuting the  south  boundary  of  Great  Britain  anil  the 
north  houniiary  of  France,  w  ho  sold  us  l^ouisiana; 
and  that  that  line  had  been  sealed  at  4'J°;  and  this 
fact  was  a9^ulned  as  the  basis  of  very  iiuporlaiit  ne- 
gotiations at  that  lime  in  progress  between  us  and 
Great  Biilain.  He  knew  that  this  was  in  the  days 
of  JefTf  rsun  and  his  compatriots. 

Ay6o(/t/,  /  believe,  ever  suspected  Jtfferson  of  being 
•'Brilish'" 

He  found  that  in  subsequent  efforts  to  adjust  this 
long  pending  controversy,  to  wit,  in  1317,  the  Ame- 
rican government  had  proposed  this  same  compro- 
mise line  at  49",  (substantially,  I  mean,  not  in  all  its 
details.)  And  although  our  ministers  were  instruct- 
ed lo  insist  upon  it,  they  were  unable  to  get  the  con- 
sent of  Great  Britain;  and  that  negotiation  finally 
terminated  in  a  convention  for  what  we  call  a  joint 
occupancy  of  the  whole  territory,  entered  into,  i 
believe,  by  our  request,  and  certainly  done  "  iih  our 
consent,  which  convention  was  to  continue  for  ten 
years  and  no  longer.  That  convention  v\  as  scut  lo 
the  senate,  wilhail  the  correspondence,  and  it  was  rati 
fied  and  approved  by  a  vote  of  ayes  .38,  noes  none — 
all  'British!" 

He  found  Ihat  this  convention  was  not  satisfactory; 
but  the  government  of  the  United  States  grew  anx 
ious  to  settle  and  adjust  the  line  of  division  between 
us  and  the  European  goverurnenls  claiming  territo- 
rial rights  west  of  the  Stony  mountains.  Russia  and 
Great  Britain  both  asserted  righls  there.  Russia 
furnished  pretty  strong  signs  of  the  Emperor's  inien- 
tion  to  maintain  hers  against  all  the  world.  The 
Americ""  government  (alter  a  lung  delay  growing 
out  ol  oui  policy  towards  Spain,  whom  we  did  not 
wish  to  ufl'end  by  setting  up  our  claims  prematurely) 
finally  accedeo  tt  a  proposal  of  opening  ncgutiatiuns 
with  Russia  and  Great  Britain  about  l&H  for  a  line 
of  compromise.  Our  ministers  were  instructed  to 
gel  this  line  adju-ted  upon  a  compromise  wilh  bulh 
nations  at  the  49lh  parallel,  and  we  hopeil  at  one 
time  to  untie  Great  Britain  wilh  us  against  Russia. 
But  Great  Britain,  although  a  "joint  occupant"  with 
us,  managed  her  diplomacy  better  than  that;  and 
after  the  United  Slates  had  agreed  wiih  Russia  lo 
abandon  all  our  rights — viz:  'not  to  sellle"  north  of 
Ihe  parallel  of  54°  40' — his  itiajesly  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, &c.  made  a  separate  treaty  wilh  the  emperor 
of  Russia,  and  look  to  liimself  a  large  share  of  to/ia( 
ice  had  surrendered!  [Our  54^  4U'  friei.ds  ought  to  go 
for  It  all  back  again,  accurdin^i  to  their  doctrines, 
and  perhaps  England,  with  Russia  to  help  her,  would 
favor  us  with  a  fight,  and  that's  someihing.]  In  our 
negotiation  of  that  convention  with  Russia,  and  in 
our  attempts  to  negotiate  at  that  tune  wilh  Great 
Britain,  the  American  government  yielded  up  her 
claims  between  Sl^"  W  and  Gl"  unlo  Russia.  (What 
an  UDConaiitutional  and  disgraceful  dismembermenll) 
And  the  same  old  compromise  line,  substantially 
thai  which  the  proaidenl  re-otfcred  in  1845,  was  ten- 


dered to  Great  Britain  and  declined — urged  and  re-  i 
fused!  [How  one's  .imerican  blood  boils  at  the  ' 
thought  of  ceding  an  inch!]  The  treaty  with  Rus- 
sia, which,  in  view  of  senators,  so'dishonorably  and 
unconslilntionally  dismembered  the  national  do- 
main, (I"""  •''^  benefit  of  crowned  heads  too!)  was 
submitted  to  the  American  senate,  and,  tcif/i  a  full  ] 
knowledge  of  the  con-esjtondeuce,  the  senate  approved  it  j 
all  by  a  vote  of  ayes  41,  no  I! 

["Who  was  il!"'exclaimed  several  voices.  "Where 
was  he  from?"]  j 

.4iis.  Rhode  Island.  His  name  was  D'WoIf.  All  i 
"British"  save  one! 

In  passing,  the  senate  will  suffer  me  to  say  that 
this  treaty  with  Russia  was  made  within  the  very 
year  succeeding  the  famous  declaration  of  President 
Monroe's  message  against  new  European  colonies  on 
this  contineni!  Made  by  him!  It  is  of  itself  a  con- 
temporaneous conslruclinn  of  Ihe  meaning  allached 
to  that  declaration.  Attention  is  due  to  the  names 
of  the  forty-one  senators  who  approved  of  it.  There 
are  illustrious  names  in  that  list:  but  1  have  not  time  I 
to  go  into  such  details,  and,  if  I  had,  the  senate  I 
would  hardly  have  palienr e  to  hear  me  through.        j 

The  president  further  found  that  onr  importunity 
to  fix  upon  Ihe  line  of  49°  as  a  coi)ij>v('»ii5e  was  again  i 
manifested  as  soon  as  the  convention  of  1818  was 
likely  to  expire;  and  that,  in  the  rorre^pondrnce 
preceding  Ihat  identical  convention  of  1827,  which 
It  is  our  present  wish  to  abrogate  by  a  notice,  the 
American  ininisler  was  instrncled  lo  adjust  the  con-  j 
trovcrsy  at  this  same  line  of  49°;  and  Ihe  convention 
was  made  onhi  because  that  compromise  line  could  i 
not  be  got.  That  corresjiondence  :ilso  was  laid  he 
fore  the  senate  along  with  the  convtntion  of  1827, 
where,  in  despite  of  the  opposition  ofmy  honorable 
friend  from  Missouri,  fMr.  Benton,)  and  in  defiance 
of  his  predictions,  the  convention  was  approved  by  a 
vote  of  ayes  31,  noes  7. 

The  "Brilish"  party  seems  to  have  been  still  a 
strong  party  in  the  American  senate!  The  names  of 
some  of  them  stood  high  on  the  rolls  of  democracy, 
and  some  are  now  in  high  places.  1  will  not  lax  the 
patience  of  the  senate  by  reading  them  over 

He  found  that  under  the  a<lmiiiistrations  succeed- 
ing the  ratification  of  this  convention,  all  of  Iheni — 
Adams',  Jackson's,  Van  Buren's,  Harrison's,  an  1  Ty- 
ler's, loo — we  made  no  complaint  of  Great  Britain  - 
about  Oregon,   and  sounded  no  alarm  lo  the  people  j 
to  prepare    lor    a    repudiation  of  oor   own  offers  to 
compromise   "an  inch"   below  54°  40';  but  quietly 
submitted    to    let    things  remain  as   they   were  until 
October,    1843,    when    the    message   informs  us  that 
oui  minister  in  London   was  authorized  to  make   an 
oHer  of  coniptomise  similar  lo  liiose  made  by  us  in 
1817  and  1827;  in  other  winds,  to  renew  our  offur  of 
the   compromise  line  of  49°.     Thus  stood  the  qocs- 1 
tion  when  the  negotiation  was  transferred  lo  Wash- 
ington.    Here  I  beg  the   senate  lo  observe   that  Mr  I 
T)  ler's   message,  in  December,  1843,  informed  con- , 
gress  that   "the    negolialions  lor  an  adjustment  and  ; 
settlement    had   again    been    proposed,  and   were  in  I 
progress   to    a    resumption."     Yes,  proposed   by  us; ' 
and  liie  president  said  that  "every  proper  expedient 
w  ould  be  resorted  lo  for  the  purpose  ol  bringing  il  lo 
a  speedy   and  happy  termination."     And,  again,  by 
his  message  to  congress,  in  December,  1841,  he  said, 
"A    negotiation    has   been    formally    entered   upon 
between  the  secretary  of  state  and  her  Britannic  ma 
jesly's  minister,  £tc.  residing  at  Washington,  relative  , 
lo  Ihe  rights  oi  Iheir  respective  nations  in  and  over  [ 
the  Oregon  territory.    That  negotiation  is  still  pend- ' 
ing."   This,  too,  after  .\lr.  Polk's  election — after  the  ' 
Baltimore  convention  of  1844.     Bui  no  where  could 
the  president    find    that  any  of  the  "true  friends  of 
Oregon"  bad  recorded   iheir  opposition  to  il  by  their  ' 
votes  in  congress.     If  he  did,    it   is  more  than  I  can  J 
find.     The  senators  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
(Messrs.    Allen,    Hannegan,  and   Breese,)  were  all 
senators  at  the  time.     No,  Mr.  President,  the  senate 
did  not  advise   nor  protest  against  negolialion  when  it 
was   only    "in    progress    lo    a    resumption"  nor  had 
senators  brought  themselves  up  to  a  (loint,  so  far  as  I 
know,  of  only    moving,    so    lale    as   two   years  ago, 
whilst  there  was  time  and  opportunity  for  il,  to  slop 
the  negotiation  itself,  which  has  now   become  so  un    j 
constitutional  and  so  dishonorable  to  the  nation.  I 

But  again;  He  found  that  Ihese  persevering  efforts 
to  fix  our  northern  boundary  in  Oregon  at  the  forty- 
ninth  parallel  by  a  com;>roi/tist — these  well-consider- 
ed instruclious  to  our  minisiers,  and  often-repeated 
propositions  lo  the  adverse  claimants  for  a  compro- 
mise— made  before  Spain  bad  released  her  riglits, 
and  repealed  afterwards  were  long  since  exposed  to 
the  public  eye;  and  that  neither  Ihe  people's  repre- 
sentatives in  congress,  nor  the  slates,  nor  Ihe  pei'ple 
themselves,  had  complained  against  the  presnlenls, 
and  statesmen,  and  senators  who  had  been  endeavor- 
ing lo  accomplish  a  com;)roniise  at  49°  for  nearly  half 
a   century.     .\o,   sir.     Until  very  recently,  indeed 


the  complaints,  when  made  at  all,  were  aimed  at 
Grfa(  Brifaiti  for  refusing  to  accept  this  reasonable 
and  just  compromise  of  our  conflicting  claims.  Me- 
morials, when  sent  at  all,  were  applications  In  sellle 
and  adjust  the  controversy;  and  our  efforts  lo  legis- 
late over  the  subject  were  confined  to  the  valley  of 
Ihe  Columbia  river — Ibis  side  of  49". 

Well  might  the  president  pause,  then,  notwith- 
standing his  own  individual  opinion  Ihat  our  li'.le  lo 
Ihe  whole  of  Oregon  was  "clear  and  nnquesliona- 
ble,"  ere  he  look  the  responsibility,  in  view  of  all 
this,  of  abruptly  putting  a  slop  lo  Ihe  negotiation 
whirh  be  found  on  fool,  as  il  had  been  heeun  by  hi] 
immi-diate  predecessor,  upon  a  negotiation  for  a  •  om- 
promise.  Well  might  he  feel  that  the  nation  was 
committed  to  a  comproii ise.  Well  might  he  dread 
Ihat,  for  him  to  put  his  personal  opinion  upon  the 
sirenglh  of  our  pa/ier  title,  however  "clear  and  un- 
questionable," against  all  those  solemn  acts  of  the 
government,  and  against  this  concurrent  action  and 
acquiescence  of  all  our  presidents,  from  Jeflcrson 
inclusive,  and  all  our  statesmen,  and  of  all  our  sena- 
tors, (except  Mr.  D'Wolf,)  and  of  all  our  people  and 
Iheir  representatives  for  two  generations— conslitu. 
ting,  as  il  were,  a  nation's  oriNioN— would  be  sac- 
rificing the  faith,  consistency,  sincerity,  and  honor 
of  this  country,  to  preserve  the  personal  consistency 
of  him-^clf— a  single  man!  A  mere  ;)o/i(;ci„„  might 
have  halted,  but  a  sdidsmiiii  could  not.  He  lifted 
himself  above  himself,  and  showed  how  well  ha 
merits  the  office  his  country  has  appointed  him  to 
fill.  God  grant  Ihat  he  may  sland  firm  to  his  nosi- 
tion!  "^ 

And  what  "commits"  a  nation  but  ils  honor?  Ho- 
nor! National  honor!  But  its  obligations  mu^l  be  felt 
and  are  not  a  topic  for  ai»-i(Hien(  and  debate  in  an 
American  senate.  1  have  impeilcclly  grouped  the 
facts  from  our  own  history.  Senators  mu-l  determine 
for  themselves.  Appealing  lo  their  /ijor/s  as  moni- 
tors, 1  ask  whether  1  was  not  jiislified  in  asserling 
that  the  president  did  right  in  offering  Ihe  line  of  49'' 
as  a  compromise,  because  the  nation  was  thus  comniil- 
led  to  II  by  the  past? 

But  the  senator  from  Illinoi?  (Mr.  Breese)  has  jajj 
the  question  was  "a  neic  one,  so  far  as  it  concerned 
the  president,"  because  he  had  a  clear  op,niun  that 
our  title  was  go.jd,  and  gave  Ihat  opinion  before  his 
nomination;  and  he  sjems  to  think  that  the  Ballimoro 
convention  of  the  democratic  party  had  resolved  this 
matter  out  of  the  general  rule,  and  made  il  a  iicio  one 
lo  this  administration.  Strange  proposition!  Passing 
strange!  Of  the  Baltimore  convention.  I  sh  ill  speak 
hereafler.  And  now  as  lo  .Mr.  Polk's  opinion  upon 
our  title.  However  clear,  and  whensoever  enler- 
lained  or  expressed,  let  me  siy  thai  Mr  Polk's  opi- 
nion, nor  the  opinions  of  ihe  Ballimore  convention, 
nor  those  of  Ihe  people  Ibemselves  upon  the  liHe  to 
Oregon,  touch  this  qneslion.  All  Ihat  has  just  notli- 
ing  at  all  lo  do  with  il.  If  the  character,  and  sin- 
cerity, and  faith,  and  honor  of  ihe  nali  in  were  coni- 
milted  lo  a  compromise  before  Mr.  Pulk  was  eleci- 
ed,  they  remained  so  notwiihstanding  his  election, 
and  notwithstanding  his  opinion  or  any  body's  opi- 
nion upon  our  /il(e. 

The  men  who  become  presidents  of  the  republic 
are  always  changing— Ihey  live  and  die;  but  Ihe  re- 
public is  the  same  al  all  limes;  and  once  conmiUed 
by  the  public  faith  and  honor  to  do  or  not  to  do,  even 
the  people  cannol  release  the  obligation  by  any'lhing 
short  of  revolution,  if  llicy  could  by  such  an  ex- 
treme measure  a,  that.  The  question,  then,  is  lul, 
and  ,>as  not,  a  "new  one  lo  this  adminislralion."— 
The  sovereignly  of  a  nation— ihe  people  themselvet, 
have  not  a  right  to  do,  much  leas  to  command  anoth- 
er to  do  a  dishonorable  acl— 1  mean  an  act  dishonora- 
ble to  the  nation  in  her  inlercouise  wilh  other  na- 
tions. All  power  rests  with  the  sovereign  authori- 
ty; but  in  a  constilulional  government  like  ours,  even 
Ihe  people  may  bind  themselves  against  doing  wrong. 
If  lliey  would  set  about  taking  off  that  shackle,  Ihey 
must  revolutionize  and  strike  al  Ihe  constitution.— 
After  thai,  if  they  choose;  but  even  the  people  have 
no  right  lo  do  wrong  lo  other  nations,  and  leave  the 
cons(i/i</ii)n  us  it  is.  1  honor  Ihat  statesman  n  tio  can 
go  whither  the  hr,nor  of  his  country  carries  hiin,  for- 
getful ol  himsell  and  his  personal  convenience,  or 
the  consistency  of  his  mere  opinion.  Had  Mr.  Polk 
repeated  his  opinion  of  our  "clear  and  unquestiona- 
ble" title  for  an  amen  to  his  daily  prayers  for  years 
and  years  logelher,  it  would  still  have  been  Ihe  duly 
of  the  president  to  go  to  the  line  of  49"  as  a  com- 
promise, if  he  believed,  as  he  says  he  did,  Ihal  his 
country  was  "cominilled,"  and  the  honor  and  laith 
ol  the  nation  bade  him  go  there.  U  is  siill  ||,s  duly 
to  do  il,  if  he  sincerely  believes  what  he  says.  TalK 
what  you  may  of  ihe  people— flatter  Ihem  as  you 
please— yet  in  spite  of  all  the  one-sided  arguments 
upon  our  title  lo  Oregon,  and  the  unfairness  of  pre- 
cluding a  debate  upon  it  here  by  Ihe  clamor  of  "Bri- 
tish" Bgainsl  every   one   Ihal  doubts  it  for  an  inch— 
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only  let  this  question  go  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  whether  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  not  dearer 
than  "every  iiie/i"  of  Oregon  on  the  other  side  of  49 
— let  the  people  hear  and  understand  the  motives 
and  the  policy  and  the  honorable  necessity  under 
which  the  president  lias  acted,  and  from  the  moun- 
tain valleys  of  the  West  to  the  shores  of  the  Atlan- 
tic they  will  respond  that  the  president  has  done 
right — the  honor  of  our  country  before  every  thing 
else!  If  honesty  and  patriotism  did  not  sustain  the 
president,  prudence  and  peace  would  lend  their  aid; 
and  all  the  world  would  see  that  a  war  for  the  whole 
of  Oregon,  when  we  are  ourselves  divided  in  opinion 
upon  the  question  of  right  to  the  whole  of  it,  and  the 
chief  magistrate  himself  believed  that  it  was  not  ho- 
norable to  go  for  our  extreme  right,  would  be  mnil- 
ness.  How  could  we  pray  God  to  bless  us  and  to  aid 
our  arras  in  such  a  conflict' 

But  senators  who  are  relying  upon  the  president's 
message  to  congress  as  a  declaration  of  hostility  to 
furtlier  negotiation,  and  tlie  pledge  of  a  deteriuiiia- 
tion  on  his  part  not  to  settle  this  controversy  at  all 
by  a  pacific  coinpromise,  even  if  his  own  offer  should 
be  returned  upon  him,  may  tind  themselves  disap- 
pointed. I  warn  them  that  they  have  been  deceiv- 
ing themselves  by  their  own  misinterpretation.  Even 
if  there  could  be  found  in  the  "record"  (as  the  sena- 
tor from  Ohio  has  called  his  message)  a  line  or  a 
sentence  to  stimulate  the  hopes  of  some  senators,  or 
to  excite  the  suspicions  of  others,  I  hope  to  dissipate 
them  all  by  a  review  of  liis  acis  and  omissions,  and  of 
the  words  ol  th:it  presidential  "record."  For  I  un- 
dertake to  say,  that  if  there  be  truth  in  logic,  faith 
in  the  integrity  and  virtue  of  public  agents,  and 
meaning  in  English  words,  it  can  be  demonstrated 
from  the  course  of  the  adiuinistration,  from  its  acts 
of  commission  and  acts  of  amission,  and  the  language 
of  this  "record,"  that  the  president  will  not,  as  he 
ought  nut  to,  repel  and  refuse  to  entertain  an  offer 
from  the  [5riti-;h  iiiiniater  for  a  compromise  substan- 
tially the  same  that  he  himself  has  hererofore  pro- 
posed; and  that  whilst  the  senate  are  in  ses'iion  he 
could  not  think  of  such  a  thing  tcu/ioiii  their  advice. — 
For  he  uiust  know — we  do  know — that  a  constitu- 
tional majority  of  that  body  would  prefer  a  compro- 
mise at  the  line  of  49'*  to  an"inevitable  war"  for  the 
line  of  54°  40' 

Upon  Ihissubjectof  a  luar,  suffer  me  to  say  a  word 
before  I  proceed  to  this  demonstration. 

To  deprecate  war,  as  a  calamity,  by  any  labored 
remark  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  in  an  Amen 
can  senate,  would  be  a  trespass  upon  your  time,  and 
I  fear  an  insult  to  your  understanding.  But  it  has 
been  thought  that  Great  Britain  will  not  fight  for 
Oregon;  and  the  senator  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Breese,) 
speaking  for  the  "Irae  friends  of  Oregon,"  would  al- 
most seem  to  think  that  the  only  use  of  any  negolia- 
lialion  about  this  matter  (and  that  he  does  allow  of) 
is,  to  let  her  get  time  to  quit,  so  as  to  avoid  being 
kicked  out  of  the  possession  all  the  way  up  to  54'* 
40.'  These  are  not  his  words,  but  this  is  hardly  a 
caricature  of  the  impression  ihey  made  upon  the 
minds  of  his  hearers.  Now,  without  going  at  all  in- 
to the  question  of  which  country  has  the  best  title 
above  the  line  of  49",  let  me  ask  the  senate  to  look 
at  the  map  of  Oregon  printed  by  your  order.  To 
cast  your  eyes  over  it  above  the  49ih  parallel — to  see 
Frazer's  river  occupied  and  fortified  Ironi  its  mouth 
to  its  source,  all  Englisb  forts;  to  recollect  that  Great 
Britoin  has  held  possession  there  for  forty  years  and 
more;  to  bear  in  mind  that  an  American  settler's 
foot  (so  far  as  1  know)  never  trod  that  soil;  not  to 
forget  that  we  have  been  negotiating  for  forty  years, 
and  always  offering  to  Groat  Britain  to  compromise 
for  ail  below  Frazer's  river;  then  to  turn  to  the  sixth 
protocol  of  the  negotiation  this  day  pending  and  un- 
determined, and  there  read  what  the  British  minis- 
ter said,  to  wit,  on  the  24th  of  September, ]S44—"/ie 
was  for  lUe  present  obliged  to  declare  that  he  did  not  feel 
authorized  to  enter  into  a  discussion  respecting  the  terri 
lory  nortli  of  the  49(/i  jiarallel  of  latitude'" — ay,  not  uii- 
thorized  to  discuss  the  British  claims  on  this  Frazer's 
river;  and  then  tell  me  if  national  pride,  national 
honor,  and  every  consideration  that  can  sliinulale  a 
nation  to  war,  would  not  compel  Great  Britain  to 
resist,  should  our  government  undertake  to  dislodge 
her  Bctllenieiits  there,  iilter  first  ruucly  terniiiialing 
the  negotiation,  and  boldly  declaring  that  compro- 
mise is  inadmissible — yes,  even  our  own  oU'ur,  for  two 
generations,  out  of  the  question — "all  or  none,"  "the 
whole,  or  a  light."  lii  such  a  case  Gr.  at  iirilain 
must  fighl,  she  ought  to  lighl;  and  she  would  fight. — 
If  the  senator  will  permit  me  to  suppose  liim  an 
Englishman,  to  him  1  put  the  (|uestion,  then;  Were 
you  an  Englishman,  would  jouiiol  resist;  would  ynu 
not  fight.'  And  if  jou  would  light  were  you  an  Eng- 
lishman, what,  being  an  JImerican  sttitcsmun,  have  juu 
done  with  the  golden  rule — what  with  the  Jackson 
rule— whilst  you  arc  Ihua  "demanding  what  is  not 
right?" 


I  propose  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the.senate 
to  the  acts  of  the  president  having  an  immediate  con- 
nexion with  the  inquiry  of  what  is  his  position. 

His  acts  of  commission:  What  are  they?  Look  to 
the  "records"  and  see.  Therein  you  find  that  he 
himself  ofl'ered  the  line  of  49^  as  a  compromise  last 
August.  He  made  that  offer,  notwithstanding  his 
"settled  conviction,"  individually,  then  as  well  as 
now,  that  our  title  was  "clear  and  unquestionable" 
—  not  unquestioned,  but  unquestionable — not  the  only 
claim,  but  "the  best  in  existence."  He  admitted  in 
so  11. any  words  to  the  British  government  that  he 
felt  "committed"  as  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation. — 
He  tells  congress  that  he  was  "committed."  "Com- 
mitted," I  say,  by  every  thing  but  the  bond  of  the 
United  States!  1  have  already  shewn  that,  in  saying 
and  in  doing  all  this,  he  only  did  what  it  was  right  in 
him  to  do  as  a  President  of  the  United  States.  At  all 
events,  he  has  solemnly  declared  to  the  world  thai 
such  was  his  opinion.  Having  "committed"  himself 
by  his  own  declaration,  and  by  his  correspondent 
act,  who  is  a  "friend"  of  the  president  in  this  senate, 
and  yet  will  dare  to  say  of  him,  or  having  said  so, 
will  on  that  account  adhere  to  declaring  that  he 
ought,  or  that  he  can  be  understood  now  as  speaking 
to  us  for  himself  by  the  same  "records,"  such  language 
as  this,  "I  recant  it  all."  "True,  my  country  was 
committed  by  the  acts  of  my  predecessors."  "True, 
I  have  in  my  own  person  offered  lo  redeem  her  ho- 
nor by  a  proposal  to  yield  some  portion  of  what  I 
believed  to  be  her  strict  right."  "But  should  the 
offer  of  my  predecessors,  already  adopted  by  me  as 
that  of  the  nation  ilself,  happen  to  be  returned  upon 
me,  I  will  not  entertain  it!"  "There  shall  be  no 
compromise'' — "no  consultation  vvilh  the  senate" — 
"all  of  Oregon  or  none" — "54°  40  ,  fight  or  no  fight!" 
Oh,  my  God,  what  an  attitude  is  this  for  a  man's 
friend  to  assume  for  him! 

I  hear  a  senator  behind  me  say  from  his  seat,  "The 
president  has  put  himself  there!"  Never!  never!  He 
has  not  said  it.  It  is  nowhere  on  the  "records." — 
This  kind  olBce  has  been  performed  for  him  by  his 
"friends,"  who  seem  determined  to  have  his  com- 
pany; and,  because  they  go  for  "all  of  Oregon  or 
none,"  to  take  the  administration  along  with  them  by 
construction,  at  any  and  every  peril  to  its  consisten- 
cy and  to  the  peace  of  the  United  States.  No,  sir! 
no,  sir!  The  president  has  not  put  himself  into  that 
position.  Had  he  done  it,  or  if  he  should  do  it,  I, 
for  one,  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  it  would  compel 
me  to  turn  my  back  upon  him  and  his  administra- 
tion. I  have  not  that  friend  upon  earth  whom  I 
would  support  in  a  position  so  inconsistent  with  his 
own  professions  of  high  devotion  lo  his  country's 
honor — so  injurious  to  this  great  nation's  fame — so 
perilous  lo  the  world's  peace.  The  president  made 
not  a  manly  offering  lo  the  committed  character  of 
our  country  and  to  the  peace  of  the  world,  that  he 
might  ingloriously  snatch  it  back  again  before  it 
could  be  accepted,  simply  and  singly  because  it  was 
not  seized  upon  in  the  day,  or  month,  or  year  he  of 
fcred  it.  I  ask  his  pardon  for  the  supposition  that 
he  could.  For  one,  I  do  not  doubt  him.  Before  1 
will  do  il,  he  must  sign  a  plain  recantation.  I  would 
hardly  believe  that.  He  must  do  the  foul  deed  before 
1  surrender  my  faith. 

What  if  it  was  joi(/idra«m  after  its  last  rejection? 
That  is  nothing,  for  it  had  been  in  a  like  manner 
loithdrawn  by  his  predecessors.  If  llieir  withdravyal 
m  1817  and  1827  left  the  government  still  commit- 
ted, how  could  it  be  otherwise  because  he  withdrew 
the  same  offer  in  1845?  This  plea  would  be  a  miser- 
able subterfuge,  and  no  senator  will  adopt  it  in  the 
name  of  the  president;  none  can  do  it,  and  can  call  it 
ail  act  of  friendship  to  him. 

Mr.  President,  onght  not  this  one  act,  of  itself,  to 
be  conclusive  against  these  false  constructions  of  the 
message?  But  it  is  not  all.  We  are  in  possession  of 
more — much  more — in  these  "records;"  for  it  is  to 
the m  I  speak.  The  president  knows  his  own  pur- 
poses bi  ;t — where  he  intends  to  slop,  and  whether 
he  has  in  truth  already  terminated  his  efVorts  to  ne 
gotiate  a  compromise.  He  knows  that,  if  he  termi- 
nates negotiation,  and  rashly  encounters  the  hazard 
of  asserting  our  extreme  claims  lo  the  io/io(e  of  Ore- 
gon up  to  54°  4U\  the  United  Slates  must  either  rc- 
ireat  ingloriously  from  her  pretensions,  or  prepare 
lo  dislodge  Great  Britain  and  to  defend  herself  by 
lorce  of  arms.  'I'hal  i  think  I  have  already  proved. 
And  yet,  oh!  what  an  omtssioii.'  No  nolice  has  been 
given  for  this  necessity  to  congress  or  the  people, 
plainly  and  directly,  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  No 
rci-ommendations  to  congress  to  prepare  for  our  do- 
fence,  or  lor  Ihe  forcible  assertion  of  our  rights,  arc 
III  these  "recoid--!"  To  prepare  non- — to-day.  No 
esliniates  have  been  sent  up  lo  us  for  that  object. — 
None.  Nothing  of  the  kind.  The  estimates  are 
lowered,  not  increased!  What  is  the  inference? — 
What  does  he  mean   that  you   shall   undcrslaiid    by 


this.'  That  there  is,  on  his  part,  no  intention  to  com- 
promise? That  negotiation  is  come  to  an  end,  and 
will  not  be  pursued  by  him?  And  will  not  his  friends 
permit  themselves  to  see,  when  they  thus  miscon- 
strue his  message,  that  they  involve  the  president, 
were  it  true,  in  a  guilt  too  deep  for  decent  utter- 
ance.'— an  inexcusable,  treacherous,  cowardly,  cri- 
minal concealment  of  our  couiilry's  dangers;  wheOi 
if  in  reality  there  is  to  be  no  further  negotiation  on 
our  part,  there  can  be  n)  excuse — no  reason — no 
pretext  for  silence.  But  the  cnnslrui-iion  is  false: — 
President  Polk  would  nol  betray  his  country  thus. — 
Depend  upon  it  he  would  have  told  y-u  plainly 
and  directly  of  it,  if  he  had  abandoned  negotiation 
on  his  part;  not  daring  thus  to  bring  you  to  an  "in- 
evitable war,"  or  a  worse  alternative,  for  "all  of 
Oregon  or  none,"  against  your  consent,  and  without 
notice  to  prepare  for  it.  That  he  has  not  so  warned 
and  so  informed  you  plainly,  is,  lo  my  mind,  conclu- 
sive. 

Nor  is  this  all.  The  president  knows,  as  well  as 
he  knows  the  faces  of  senators,  that  a  very  large 
proportion,  I  will  nol  say  how  many,  of  those  who 
expect  to  vote  this  nolice  into  his  hands,  are  favora- 
ble to  negotiation  for  a  compromise  at  49°;  and  that 
we  would  not  do  it,  not  for  an  instant  loould  I  think 
of  doing  it,  if  we  believed  the  construction  that  has 
been  placed  upon  his  messasje  by  the  senators  of 
Ohio,  (Mr.  Allen,)  Indiana,  ("^Mr.  Hannegan,)  and 
Illinois,  (Mr.  Breese;)  and,  perhaps,  also— 1  am  not 
certain — by  the  senator  from  Micliij;an,  (Mr.  Cass.) 
He  must  know — he  does  know — ihat  we  would  not 
vote  for  it,  if,  on  the  contrary,  we  did  not  co  fident- 
ly  believe,  from  his  past  conduct,  and  the  absence  of 
any  plain  lecantation  in  the  message,  that  this  no- 
tice will  be  used  as  a  means  of  pursuing  Ihe  pending 
negotiation  upon  the  basis  of  compromise,  as  a  mo- 
ral instrument  to  help,  and  not  to  hinder  it,  as  il  has 
been  heretofore  conducted  by  himself  and  predeces- 
sors. And,  yet.  is  there  a  senator  here  to  speak  to 
us  and  say  that  he  is  authorized  to  undeceive  us;  if, 
indeed,  we  have  been  thus  deceived?  No  answer? — 
Then  there  is  no  one.  Then  the  president  has  au- 
thorised no  body  to  speak  for  him,  and  confirm  this 
senatorial  inlerpretalion  of  his  message,  as  made  by 
the  "true  friends  of  Oregon."  1  do  believe  he  would 
have  done  that,  and  more  than  thai,  rjther  than  de- 
ceive and  betray  so  many  of  this  senate.  1  am 
therefore  friend  enough  to  the  president  lo  doubt  and 
deny  this  false  construction,  and  faithfulness  to  my 
trust  as  a  senator  compels  me  to  do  it,  as  from  my 
heart  I  do  this  day,  openly,  before  the  American  sen- 
ale.  If  any  one  here  be  now  authorised  lo  speak  for 
him,  let  him  speak. 

I  come  to  one  other  act  of  omi-sioii,  which  I  men- 
tion without  the  slightest  intentional  discourtesy  to 
the  honorable  senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Allen;)  but 
the  facts  are  well  known  to  the  senate,  and  the  omis- 
sion to  ivhich  I  allude  bears  loo  strongly  upon  Ihe 
point  before  me  lo  be  altogether  pretermitled.  Mr. 
President,  my  subject  is  too  important  for  me  to  sa- 
crifice truth  and  argument  to  any  false  delicacy.  It 
13  no  question  of  dollars  and  cents;  but  il  is,  as  I  re- 
gard it,  and  as  this  senate  looks  at  it,  a  question  of 
peace  or  war — honor  or  dishonor  to  my  country. — 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations, 
then,  has  always  been  regarded  in  the  practice  of 
legislative  bodies  as  a  depository  of  the  executive 
purposes  and  opinions,  priraie  as  well  as  public,  in  so 
iar  as  they  are  connected  with  our  foreign  relations. 
I  do  not  say  he  is  required  or  expected  lo  tell  the 
senate  any  thing  confidtntially  entrusted  to  him.  By 
no  me^ns,  not  at  all.  But  Jieieiofore  il  has  suf- 
ficed if  he  met  imprudent  inquiries  by  an  expressive 
silence.  By  his  simple  unexplained  waiver  of  unsafe 
interrogatories  we  could  know  what  we  are  about. — 
How  is  it  m  this  matter?  The  honorable  chairman, 
with  most  alarming  emphasis,  more  than  once,  when 
he  was  stimulaled  by  no  question  from  others,  but 
of  his  own  head  and  imagination — I  grant  you  of 
his  own  "clear  and  unquestionable"  right — has  as- 
sumed to  construe  the  message  for  us,  as  a  record 
by  which  the  president  had  both  pledged  himself 
and  notified  the  senate  that  there  would  be  no  further 
negotiation  for  a  compromise.  1  hoped  he  wasniis- 
laken,  and  1  always  believed  he  was.  This  has 
been  iterated  and  reilcrated  in  llie  senate  by  the 
honorable  chairman  and  other  senators;  and  it  has 
gone  lo  the  world,  wliere  it  will  h.;stily  be  taken  up 
by  thousands,  as  though  it  had  been  an  authoiized 
exposition  ol  the  views  and  intentions  of  the  admin- 
istration. More  recently,  Ihe  honorable  chairman 
proclaimed  that  the  president's  opinions  and  views 
had  undergone  "no  shadow  if  turning;"  but,  in  an- 
swer lo  a  direct  inquiry  put  lo  him  on  the  floor  of 
the  senate  by  the  honorable  senator  from  .Maryland, 
(Mr.  Johnson,)  it  was  distinctly  admiHed  by  himself 
that  the  -'recurds,  and  the  records  atone,"  were  the 
sources  from  which  he  derived  aii)  authority  thus  to 
commit  the  president  against  negotiation.  In  a  word, 
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that  Ihe  honorable  chairman's  speeches  were  butiii- 
ferences  of  ihe  senator — not  au(fcoriMrf;interprelation9 
by  the  chairman.  From  the  "records  alone."  Mark 
Ihal! 

The  honorable  chairman  of  foreign  affairs,  then,  it 
appears,  has  not  obtained  and  doe,»nol  possess,  coii_fl- 
dentialiy,  the  views  and  purposes  of  the  president;  and 
what  lie  has  given  us  was  the  logic  of  his  mind,  not 
an  authorized  dictum  of  his  offii-e.  After  his  own 
declaration  in  the  senate,  it  would  be  iloini;  him  great 
injustice  to  insinuate  or  to  suspect  otherwise,  or  that 
he  meant  any  thmj  else. 

Here,  then,  we  see  a  committee  on  foreign  affairs 
in  the  senate  for  more  than  two  months  in  posses- 
sion of  a  great  subject,  and  with  these  identical 
"records"  referred  to  them  for  cunsideralion — early 
notice  asked  for — a  resolution  reported,  and  speeches 
delivered — but  no  communication  iias  been  itiade  to  i  the  prop 
the  chairman  intimating  th;it  his  senatorial  construc- 
tion of  the  president's  meaning  is  true  or  false!  If 
the  construction  be  110/  true,  we  see  a  reason  for  the 
president's  silence.  However  painful  lohim  person- 
ally, he  owed  it  to  all  the  propriolies  of  his  own 
public  station,  and  to  the  service  of  the  republic,  not 
to  speak  before  hand  of  his  fuliire  purposes,  in  a 
negulialion,  through  the  chairman  or  any  body  else. 
If  the  construction,  however,  be  (rue,  the.  duly  of  the 
president  would  be  a  plain  one  to  himself,  to  the  sen- 
ate, and  to  the  nation.  He  should  have  oHlkorizcd 
the  committee  to  set  the  country  right  at  once,  by 
confirming  tiie  senator's  interpretation  to  the  letter, 
and  bringing  the  senate  to  one  mind  about  what  it  is 
he  riiea.is,  and  what  it  is  he  wants  with  a  notice, 
after  having  determined  to  go  for  "all  of  Oregon" — 
"no  compromise" — "no  negotiation!"  To  my  mind  it 
appears,  therefore,  that  this  omission  to  make  the 
customary  conjidential  disclosures  to  the  chairman 
on  foreign  aliairs  is  pregnant  with  inferences.  More 
especially  as  we  know  that  senator  lobe  the  per- 
sonal and  political  friend  of  the  president,  but  one 
who  has  coinmitled  liiniseif,  and  would  seem  inclin- 
ed, I  must  say,  to  carry  the  administration  with 
him,  eiilier  before  or  behind,  ai;ainst  all  compro- 
mise, J.  quonlly,  against  all  negotiation.  I 
do  not  say  i.  u:  :  ..-se  misconstructions  are  wilful.  I 
never  haijored  a  iiioughl  that  they  were. 

But,  again,  Mr.  President:  If  the  administration 
wisUed  to  stop  all  negotuttioil  on  their  part,  nothing 
was  easi,;r  than  for  the  president  of  the  United 
Slaves  to  do  all  that  without  coming  to  congress  at 
all.  By  the  general  lav/  of  nations  and  of  common 
sense,  we  know  that  this  convention  of  1827  might 
have  been  abrogated  by  the  mutual  consent  of  the 
parties  to  it.  That  is  precisely  the  mode  in  which 
a  new  treaty  annuls  an  existing  convention.  Beyond 
all  controversy,  the  president,  in  virtue  of  his  con- 
stitutional power  to  propose  negotiation  and  to  make 
treaties  wuh  foreign  governments,  had  autnorily, 
without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  congress,  to 
make  a  proposition  to  the  British  minister  to  annul 
the  convention  of  1827  by  the  mutual  consent  of 
both  governments,  and  there  to  stop.  I  ihink  it  is 
highly  probable  that  this  proposiiion  might  have 
been  accepted.  Bui  what  it  it  had  not?  is  there  a 
senator  «  ho  doubts  that  such  a  proposiiion,  whether 
agreed  to  or  not  by  Great  Britain,  would  have  ter- 
minated and  of  itself  put  an  end  to  the  pending  ne- 
gotiation for  a  compromise ;  and  that  the  British  min- 
ister, if  he  had  not  taken  leave  of  the  country,  would 
have  been  obliged  lo  take  short  leave  of  this  subject 
of  Oregon! 

Why,  then,  was  it  not  done?  Why  was  it  not  at- 
tempted "in  that  manner.'"  Why  was  that  more 
ready  and  direct  manner  of  terminating  tlie  negctia- 
tion  for  a  coinproniise  and  abrogating  the  com-ntioti 
of  1B27  omiiled  altogether.'  There  is  no  ans.ver 
consistent  with  the  republican  integrity  and  manly 
patriotism  of  our  president,  except  that  which  I 
have  already  insisted  upon:  That  he  did  not  wish  lo 
put  a  stop  lo  negotiation  on  his  part.  That  he  stands 
upon  the  line  of  41)°  as  a  compromise,  by  the  side  of 
the  nation's  honor,  as  he  understands  it.  That  he 
stands  there  to  day,  as  he  did  last  December,  with 
the  crown  of  peace  upon  his  head,  and  he  has  not 
asked  10  be  cloUied  in  the  panoply  of  war.  Thai  he 
wants  peace,  honorable  peace — not  war,  dishonora- 
ble war! 

Mr.  I'residenl:  I  am  very  loth  to  trespass  upon  the 
patience  of  the  senate,  and    perhaps  1    migttl  safely 
slop  here.     But  your  indulgent  attention  encoura 
me  to  proceed;  and,    as  proposed  at    thi 
invite  you  to  look   and  see  whether  the 


ference  from  these  "records"  that  the  negotiation  is  I  One  or  two  general  remarks  upon  Ihe  character  of 
at  an  end,  they  forget  that  the  fact  appears  in  their  the  message,  I  must  make,  before  I  dissect  those  par- 
face  directly  opposite  to  their  inference.  The  ncgo- 1  ticular  sentences,  which,  by  being  separated  from 
tiation  which  begun  in  .Mr.  Tyler's  time,  and  which  theircontext  and  improperly  associated, and  identified 
has  been  continued  by  President  Polk,  is,  in  realty, ,  with  Ihe  opinions  of  .\ir.  Polk  upon  our  paper  title, 
a  pending  ncgoliation  this    very   day.     It   never  has    have  misled  so  many  people. 

been  (eniiiiinitrf  on  our  part,  up  to  Ihe  hour  when  I  I  If  for  the  sake  of  being  understood  I  should  bo 
am  addressing  the  senate.  Only  discriminate  for  a  ^  guilty  of  occasional  reputitions,  I  pray  the  senate  to 
moment  between  a  ncgotiulioii  and  the  ciiiTe.tjKmiic/ic);  excuse  me.  I  will  be  as  brief  as  1  can.  So  far  as 
of  the  ministers,  and  t!ie  fact  is  at  once  palpably  '  the  president's  message  touches  upon  Orf^'oii,  it  is 
before  you.  A  negotiation  may  be  open  and  1  not  and  was  nut  dosiguel  tube  a  disclnsuiu  of  hij 
continued  whilst   the   correspondence  of  the   minis-  ,  purposes  and  opinions  in  the  future  progress  (j{  nego 


ters  may  be  suspended,  or  delayed  for  a  monlh  or  a  | 
year.  This  dislmclion  needs  hut  lo  be  stated  in  so 
enlightened  a  body  as  this.  IllustratwiH  would  be 
useless  and  unprofilahlc  hire.  Yet  may  1  not  be 
pardoned  for  remindin.;  y'iU  that  a  negotiation 
a  bus 


(idlioii,  but  of  his  paslnctioii  only.   What  19  said  in  the 

message,  from  the   beginning  lo  the  end  of  it,  about 

negotiation,  is  nothing  more   llian    a  iiurrolii-e  of  thu 

pre-ident's  action  up  to  that  time;  and  the  whole  eor- 

n    resp'udence    is    atlai-hed    to    let    congress    see   and 

ss  betwren  two  govern-    know  fur  themselves  what   he  had   done — with    per- 

meiifs,  as  gorernments — opened    by   tlicir  mutual  con-  j  haps  an  occasional  iiitrodiielion  (as  by  way  of  pareii- 

sent  as  goiernmenls  to  treat  with  one  aiiolher   upon  1  thesis)  of  the  motives  and  opinions  by  which  he  had 

state    afl".iirs;  and    which    once   opened,  cannot   be  ;  been  influenced  to  deviate  in  ihat  nclion   from  an  as- 

amicably  concluded  without  a   like  mutual  consent,!  sertion  of  our  cifrcme  claim  lo  all  of  Oregon.     Now 

(as  a  treaty  or  a  convcnti  ^n,)  except  one  of  the  f>ar- !  it  is  chiefly  from  the  unfortunate  slicking  in  of  these 

ties  shall  first  directly  notify  the  other  of  its  intention  to  j  parenihctical  excuses  to  satisfy  the   ultiaisiu  of  ihe 

close  it.  president's   "true  friends  of  Oregon"   that   the  iiiis- 

Ilhinklhis  definition,  if  not    precisely   accurate,    ^V'S"-'"'''""   o/  I'is  mcs,.age  has  arisen-sliaiulaled, 

is  enough    so    to  answer    ihe    purpose  of  presenting  i  ^  l'""^^' ^y  external  causes;  but    lo   whieh  I  will  al- 


ibis point  to  the  mind  of  the  senate  distinctly,  and 
that  is  all  1  shall  aim  to  do,  making  no  reference  to 
dictionaries  or  aulhorilics.  With  this  distinction  in 
our  minds,  it  will  be  seen  that,  if  the  president  had 
said  lo  congress  in  so  many  words,  "negotiation  has 
terminated,"  it  would  have  been  nothing  but  Ihe 
mistaken  statement  of  a  fact,  so  long  as  a  reference 
to  the  "wliole  correspondence"  clearly  showed  the 
fact  to  be  otherwise.  The  president's  own  direct 
statement  could  nut  alter  the  fact.  If  i'.  would  be 
so,  were  the  statement  unequivocal  and  direct,  what 
IS  to  be  said  of  a  mere  inference  by  his  "frie.rds," 
from  equivocal  language,  hut  Ihal  ills  a  false  in- 
ference? Now,  then,  this  whole  coirespondaiice  does 
show  clearly  Ihal  the  negotiation  was  regularly 
opened;  but  it  nowhere  appears  that  the  president 
has  tiofi/ieii  the  British  minister,  or  th.it  IheBiilish 
minister  has  notified  the  president,  of  any  unwilling- 
ness to  pursue  it,  nor  that  they  havemudw/Ii/  agreed 
to  terminate  it;  and  therefore  it  is  still  open.  On 
the  contrary,  the  British  minister  was  informed  by 
the  president  (page  85)lhat  he  earnestly  "hoped  thai 
this  long  pending  controversy  may  yet  be  finally  ad- 
justed in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  disturb  ihc  peace 
or  interrupt  the  harmony  now  so  happily  subsisting 
between  the  two  nations."  Tliat  hope  is  again  ex- 
pressed upon  the  occasion  of  our  refusal  to  arbitrate. 
Great  Britain  so  understands  it;  and  accordingly 
we  see  her  ministers  daily  m  our  streets,  and  our 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain  is  as  friendly  as  it 
ever  was 

The  assertion  or  the  inference,  Iherefore,  that  this 


lude  no  further  at  pre-enl.  I  speak  of  the  message 
as  1  read  it,  and  according  to  iny  own  mind  and 
judgment  upon  il;  not  61;  authority.  In  concluding 
Ihis  narrative,  and  precisely  where  it  concluded, 
(page  11,)  the  president  did  prcjceed  to  express  his 
opinion,  upon  "evidence"  referred  t.i  as  "^a^isfaclo- 
ry,"  that  "710  compromise  which  we  ought  to  accqit  can 
be  effected." 

If  lie  alluded  lo  Ihe  future,  lie  nii.;ht  or  might 
not  be  mistaken  in  Ins  conclusion;  but  if  to  that 
lime — the  time  present — il  is  a  harmless  fact,  as 
if  he  had  said,  none  has  been  effected.  1  conuiiend 
lo  your   consideration  either   one   of  these  aileru.i- 


tives. 

His  reasons  for  it  are  given,  and  lliey  consist  alto- 
gether of  Ihese  faels; 

1st.  That  the  Orili=li  mlni.stcr  had  made  a  proposi- 
tion that  was  "inadmi^^iblc." 

2d.  Tiiat  h^  had  rejected  one  which  our  govern- 
ment iiad  made,  "wilhout  submitting  any  other  pro 
position,  and  had  suffered  the  negotialion,  01)  his 
part,  to  stop."  The  senate  can  judge  of  their  effi- 
ciency. 

At  all  events,  it  was  'with  this  conviction,"  contin- 
ues the  message,  that  the  American  uUer,  which  had 
been  made  and  rejected,  xoas  withdrawn,  (p.  11) — That 
is  all.  Whether  a  fact  or  an  opinion,  lor  the  future 
or  the  presi-nt,  it  was  made  the  basis  of  his  loilh- 
draiciug  the  rejected  offer,  and  nothing  more.  And  now 
what  becomes  of  all  the  inferences  made  from  llus 
single  sentence? 

Again:  it  is  lo  be  observed  that  he  did  nol  express 
negotialion  has  been  concluded,  13  thus  shown  to  be  !  ^"J  determination  of  his  own  mind  in  respect  lo  his 
directly  contrary  to  an  asccilniiuii /oc(;  and  every  ■/""'" '=°"''»<^i  but  the  inferences  lo  be  made  from 
aitempl  lo  prove  it  is  an  absurd,  may  I  say  a  ridicu-  t'"=  "ords  ol  the  message  are,  Ihat,  without  "thu 
lous,  attempt  to  ^rove  belure  an  American  senate  conviction,"  the  American  proposition  would  not 
that,  which  we  bolh  see  and  know,  from  the  "record    ''^^^  been  withdrawn  at   all;  and  upon  tlie   supposi' 


itself,"  to  be  unlrue 

Negotialion,  then,  in  its  proper  sense,  is  pending. 
Whal  negotiation?  What  negotiation  is  il?  Thai 
same  unconcluded  negotiation  whn  h,  by  the  first 
protocol,   our  government    agreed,  in    writiiig,  to  ap- 


tion  or  coiiliiigency  of  a  change  of  "ihis  conviction," 
by  the  British  minislcr  ceasing  "on  bis  part  to  stop," 
he  did  not  declare  nor  intimale  that  his  own  offer 
had  become  also  inadmissable.  It  seems  to  me  Iho 
iriference  by  us  oughl  to  be  precisely  the  other  way; 


proach  "in  the    spirit  of  compromise."     (Page  36  ) !  "'"^  """  "'"  constructions  given   lo  these  oil  quoted 


words  are  illogical  and  untrue.  There  the  iiarr 
live  ended,  concluding,  I  again  repeal,  by  assigning 
"this  conviction"  upon  his  mind  as  his  reason  fur 
withdrawing  his  proposition  ajXer  it  had  been  rejected: — 
But  nothing  more — nothing  more. 

He  does  nut  expressly  ask  for  the  notice  as  an  in- 
strument of  negotiation  al  all.  That  is  lefl  for  con- 
gress lo  see  and  decide  upon.  He  asks  congress  for 
a  law  that  will  show  the  concurrence  of  the  two  de- 


Thai  same  unconcluded  negotiation  which  President 
Polk  declared  to  the  British  minister  he  had  "deler- 
mined  to  pursue  to  its  conclusion,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  compromise"  (Page  62)  That  same  negu- 
lialion in  wnich  President  Polk  admitted  to  the  Bri 
tish  minister  that  Ihis  govern;nent  was  "eo  nmilted" 
to  a  "coDipromise"  which  he  offered  to  Great  Bri- 
tain." (Page  62  )  That  same  negotiation  in  which 
the  prcMdent  said  to  congress  Ihal  he  was  "commit   [ 

ed''  by  the  conduct  of  his  predecessors  to  offer  the  I  partiuents  of  the  govern. ncnl  in  one  conclujion;  and 
line  of  4'J°as  a  coiiiprouiise,  and  that  he  had  there-  ihat  is,  that  llie  old  convenli  in  of  1827  is  lo  be  no 
fore  superadded  his  own  offlr  of  it  lo  their  piece-  '  more,  afler  a  year's  notice.  We  sec  for  ourselves, 
denls.  (Pages  10,  11.)  That  same  iiegoliation  we  kno.v  for  ourselves,  that  such  a  concurrc;,'.e  will 
whereof  he  declared  to  congress  that  the  "Britiih,  sirengtlien  Ins  hands,  and  therefore  wo  ivill  give  him 
proposition,"  to  us  is  "wholly  inadmissable  and  can- 1  tlie  aulliorily  at  once,  and  whilst  negotiation  is  pcnd- 
nol  be  enlerlained,"  with  a  due  regard  to  our  honor, ;  iiig.  In  that  form  and  to  that  extent  he  asked  il, 
were  il  reoff'ered;  but  lu  which   he   has   never  said    and  in  no  other. 

that  he  would  refuse  lo  enteriiin    llie  Jlmerican  pro-  j      It  is  true,  .Mr.  President,  that  the  message  recom- 

position  if  it  should  be  returned    upon  liini  again. —    mending    certain    measures   of   legislation — all    of 

s  i  Bui  he  does  admit,  and    by    his  conduct   he  has  con      tliein,  however,  entirely  consiatcnl  with    lurll.er  iie- 

point,  so  I  i  firmed  the  truth  of  il,  Ihal  the  .Imerican  proposition    gotuiion— conlaiiied  Ihii  general  declaration:     ".-Vll 

rrfs  of  the  1  for  compromise  was  consistent   with  our   honor  and    atien.pts  at  compromise   having   failed,  it   becomes 


record"  are,  alas!  so  plain,  and  their  meaning  so  demanded  by  his  regard  for  the  national  char.icter.  the  duty  of  congress  lu  consider  what  nieasiiies  ii 
clear,  as  lo  exclude  tho,e  inferences  .Wiich  the  con-  \  Yet,  Mr.  President,  have  you  been  conslramed  to  sit  may  be  proper  lo  adopt,"  aie.  (page  11.)  And  allcr 
fidenee  ol  a  generous  Irieiiilship,  the  justice  of  a  here  and  listen  to  a  long  and  (1  fear  it  will  be)  a  te- 1  remarking  that  a  year's  notice  must  be  given  before 
senate,  and  even  the  ordinary  charity  of  any  man,  :  dious  speech  iiom  me,  lo  prove,  to  demouslrale,  tlial  either  party  can  rightfully  assert  or  exercise  '•exctu- 
might  accord  to  the  president  of  the  United  Stales,  1  the  president  has  not  terminated  negotiation  onhii part,  sirs"  jurisdiction  over  "out/ ;)or(ioii"  ol  the  territory, 
in  a  full  view  of  that  which  1  have  already  imper- j  and  that  he  has  not  resolved  noWocoiiyjroHiisc //liscuii-  the  president  said:  "This  notice  il  would,  in  my 
feclly  reviewed.  Before  doing  that,  1  remark,  how-  troveny,  almost  upon  his  own  terms,  should  Great  judgment,  be  proper  lo  give;  and  1  recommend  that 
ever,  that  when  senators  talk  about   making   the  in- i  Britaiu  ask  him  to  do  il.  I  provision  be  made  by    law  lor  giving  il  accordingly. 
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and  terminaling  in  tkis  manner  the  contention  of  the 
6th  of  August,  1827."  "All  attempts"  are  very 
general  words.  I  admit  that;  and  I  am  not  complain- 
ing against  senators  for  their  first  impressions;  but 
surely  it  is  not  illogical  nor  unreasonable  for  me  to 
insist  that,  with  the  light  of  his  past  conduct  nov/ 
before  us — his  acts  of  omission  and  com  nission-- 
with  the  words  "consider"  and  "may"  in  the  same 
»enten<e — not  "enact"  and  "is,"  or  the  Irke — with 
the  already  ascertained  fact  thai  nego'iation  was  and 
is  still  pendJDg^with  the  knowledge  that  Jixmes  K. 
folk  is  not  an  imperious  military  chieftain,  but  a 
Christian  statesman,  to  whom  polilically  there  is  no 
expectation  of  a  future  at  the  close  of  his  presiden- 
tial term — with  the  very  strong  fact  that,  unless  the 
president  desired  to  have  the  legislative  action  as 
a  merely  moral  instrument  to  aid  him  in  hi-'  execu- 
tive duties,  and  to  pursue  the  negotiation  to  a  con 
elusion,  (if  such  should  be  the  will  of  congress.) 
he  could  have  no  use  for  it  that  is  honorable  to  him 
or  to  his  administration — with  all  these  things  as  a 
key  to  their  true  meaning,  it  will  not  be  said  (at  least 
not  by  his  "friends")  that  "a//  pfforLs  to  ejfect  a  com- 
promise" mean  any  thing  more  than  "all  ihe  etiorls 
made  anterior  to  the  dale  of  the  message'" — "all  the  ef 
forts  made  up  to  that  period."  So  interpreted,  how 
harmless  the  sentence  was!  How  unjust,  how  false 
the  deductions  made  from  it! 

But  the  message  said,  "At  the  end  of  the  year's 
notice  we  shall  have  reached  a  period  when  the  na- 
tional rights  in  Oregon  must  either  be  abandoned  or 
firmly  inainlained.  That  they  cannot  be  abandoned 
Without  a  sacrifice  of  both  national  honor  and  inte- 
rest, is  too  clear  to  admit  of  doubt."  (Page  13  ) — 
A  i^reat  deal  has  been  attempted  to  be  made  of  trii- 
by  the  "true  friends  of  Oregon."  Now  observe  thai, 
*'at  tlie  end  of  the  year''s  notice,^*  not  before  it,  in  the 
view  of  that  part  of  the  message,  will  that  period 
be  rearhed  But  it  is  as  clear  as  a  sunbea.n  that  the 
period  cannot  be  delayed  "a  year"  unless  negolia 
tioii  is  to  be  pursued.  If  the  president's  mind  had 
been  made  up  to  compromise  nothing  and  to  negoti- 
ate no  longer,  it  vvjs  little  less  than  a  deception  .md 
a  mockery  to  tell  coiigress  that  Ihe  period  for  aban- 
doning or  asserting  our  rights  will  be  reached  n  year 
after  notice  to  Great  Britain!  In  such  a  case,  the 
period  had  come  already.  It  is  now  here!— .Vow.' — 
To  tidj.' — and  he  would  have  told  us  to  [trepare  for 
asserting  ^'our  clear  aiid  unquestionable  title  to  all  of 
Oregon."  'this  ought  to  have  been  his  language,  il 
such  had  been  his  meaning.  But  if,  indeed,  negoti- 
ation was  to  be  "pursued  to  a  conclusion  in  a  spirit 
of  compromise,"  the  period  for  asserting  or  aban- 
doning our  "national  rights"  must  be  delayed,  ami 
cannui  be  reached  until  the  negotiation  13  concluded; 
and  if  the  notice  is  passed  it  may  continue  a  year,  but 
DO  longer. 

If,  therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  most  griev- 
ously mistaken  in  the  man  and  the  officer — if  I  have 
no;  been  altogether  deceived  by  his  pa^l  conduct  and 
by  these  "records,"  the  president  has  nut  >;hut  the 
door  to  a  peaceable  and  honorable  adjustment  of  the 
Oregon  controversy  by  a  compromise;  but,  with  nobje 
reliance  upon  his  own  good  purposes  and  a  just  re- 
gard fur  congress  as  the  constiliitional  interpreters 
and  representatives  of  the  public  will,  he  has  only 
paused  to  see  whether  Iho  representatives  of  the 
ktatea  and  the  people  will  stand  by  him  or  not. — 
Standing  111  tlie  halls  of  negotiation,  with  the  door 
of  conciliation  as  open  as  before,  he  but  turns  to 
receive  I'luin  congress  this  law  to  aid  his  progress. 
He  invites  their  sanction  as  a  legislative  body  to  a 
law  for  notice  to  termmale  the  existing  convention 
of  18d7.  But  he  stands  there  with  dignity,  mcdera- 
tion,  and  discretion,  ready  to  hear  his  constiliitional 
advisers,  should  they  bid  him  to  forbear,  and  if  that 
indeed  be  the  will  of  the  people  constitutionally 
expressed.  That  is  his  exact  position  as  defined  by 
his  past  conduct,  and  in  no  way  contradicted  by  the 
records  fairly  interpreted.  You  see  what  the  presi 
dent's  position  is,  if  1  understand  it,  and  I  believe 
that  I  do.  1  have  no  fear — no  doubt — no  distrust  of 
it  or  of  him.  H'hat  will  now  he  yours?  What  shall 
we  do? 

If  you  think  the  president  has  done  wrong,  as 
some  of  "the  true  friends  of  Oregon"  do,  and  that 
he  has  "com  ..ilted"  himself  to  surrender  too  much 
for  honor,  compromise,  and  peace — then  close  the 
halls  of  the  senate,  and  let  those  senators  meet  the 
responsibility  of  advising  him  to  put  an  end  to  ne- 
gotiation; and  until  you  have  told  him  that,  and  he 
has  obeyed  it,  do  not  give  him  this  law  to  authorise 
the  notice;  and  then  you  will  be  doing — voting — 
something  towards  "all  of  Oregon  or  none,"  Tliat 
course  would  be  manly;  and  less  than  that  will  not 
1)0  just  to  yourselves,  nor  to  the  president,  nor  to  the 
country.  He  will  then  sec  and  uiidersiaml  your 
position  truly,  and  he  will  know  how  to  use  your  no 
tice.  He  will  know  how  to  advise  you  for  a  prepa- 
ration lor  consequencea.     lie    will   iinderiitand  that 


you  have  given  it  to  him  as  sword,  and  not  as  an  olive 

branch. 

If  you  think  he  has  proposed  too  little — and  I  fear 
there  may  be  some  here  who  do,  although  no  one 
has  yet  declared  so — that  more  concession  ought  to 
be  made  to  the  demands  of  Great  Britain  than  the 
offered  compromise  line  at  49°;  that  because  the  pre- 
sident has  not,  and  probably  may  not,  make  that 
concession,  it  were  better  to  remit  both  countries  to 
their  ancient  condition  of  a  perpetual  feud  and  a 
joint  occupancy  under  the  existing  convention  of 
\S21;  and  that  this  can  be  safely  done  in  full  view  of 
coming  events,  then  it  is  certain — I  admit  il  without 
hesitation — that  the  notice  ought  to  be  refused  by 
you. 

But  if  this  senate  hive  made  up  their  minds  that 
the  line  of  compromise  at  49°  is  siibstaniially  all 
that  we  ought  to  yield, or  can  yield;  and  if  they  are 
willing  to  strengthen  the  ar;n  of  the  executive  in 
his  eSbrt-i  to  settle  this  dispute  there  and  by  a  com- 
promise to  preserve  the  honor  and  peace  of  our  coun- 
try, satisfied  as  we  must  be  that  now  or  never  is  the 
time  to  prevent  derna2:o?:ues  of  our  land  from  con- 
verting this  diffijrenre  into  a  dispute — this  negotia- 
tion into  a  war — they  will  then  give  him  what  he 
asks  for — give  it  to  him  promptly,  confidingly,  by 
passing  some  sort  of  law  tor  a  notice,  while  he  stands 
in  his  present  position,  that  he  may  terminate  the 
convention  of  1327. 

Mr.  President,  I  hope  I  have  not  decided  without 
a  just  consideration  of  my  responsibility,  both  here 
and  hereafter,  upon  Ihe  position  I  shall  take.  But, 
after  much  reflection,  long  and  anxious  thought,  a 
conscientious  effort  to  determine  the  point  with  jus- 
tice to  other  nations,  but  with  unfaltering  faithful- 
ness to  Ihe  honorable  obligations  and  lasting  inte 
rests  of  my  own  country,  I  have  come  to  the  con 
elusion,  as  a  senator  of  the  United  States,  that  we 
cannot,  ought  not,  must  not  compromise  this  con- 
trover-y  in  any  man.ier  very  materially  different 
from  that  to  which  the  president,  as  I  understand  his 
po-ilion  and  these  records,  stands  himself  committed, 
and  rig/i(/i/ coimnii(t</i  and  I  shall  therefore  vole  to 
nive  him  the  noln-e,  and  with  il  all  the  moral  weight 
of  an  .^mtricun  seiiiiZe's  settled  opinion,  litOtl  if  Great 
Britain  will  not,  or  if  s'le  c-innot,  consent  to  do  us 
justice  by  yielding  her  pretensions  of  dominion  over 
the  territory  bBlow  that  line  of  49°  as  a  compro- 
mise, then  Me  will  have  to  fight.  I  repeat  it,  toe 
must  then  fight  for  it.  If  my  mind  had  not  settled 
down  into  a  determination  to  concede  no  more  than 
a  compromise  at  49°,  with  the  qualiiicationsalreaJy 
stated,  I  would  vote  against  the  notice;  for  without 
that  determination  of  the  senate  the  notice  would 
have  no  moral  weight  whalevei,  and  be  worthless, 
worse  than  worthless,  in  the  negotiation.  It  would 
be  a  temporizing  pretence— a  species  of  legislative 
diplomacy,  an  empty  bravado,  of  which  we  have  had 
quite  enough  already,  unsuited  to  the  dignity  of  this 
body  or  the  gravity  of  the  subject,  and  rather  em- 
barrassing than  helplnl  lo  ihe  adminisiralion  in  pur- 
suing the  negotiation.  In  3  word,  we  ought  to  refuse 
the  notice  unless  there  is  a  solemn  determination  to 
make  the  compromise  line  of  49°  our  fighting  line — 
if  il  must  be  so. 

But  Mr.  President,  there  are  son'e  other  topics  that 
have  been  introduced  into  this  discussion  which  I 
feel  obliged  to  notice.  We  have  been  told  that  the 
people  have  decided  this  question,  and  all  democrats 
are  called  to  obey  the  people  at  the  peril  of  con-ie- 
quencea.  I  am  a  democrat,  and  uponparft/questions 
.1  parly  man.  Of  thi-,  1  make  no  coiicealmeni;  and 
at  home  1  have  never  been  suspected,  I  think,  but 
once,  and  that  did  not  last  long.  But  I  am  not  a 
slave  to  dictation,  nor  a  tame  follower  of  any  man's 
lead,  especially  upon  questions  likely  to  involve  my 
party  in  danger,  or  my  country  in  rum.  I  am  demo- 
crat i-nough  not  to  shrnik  from  speaking  the  truth 
boldly  to  the  people,  as  they  shall  hear  who  hear 
me  at  all.  I  had  rather  serve  them  than  please  them, 
though  1  have  found  in  ray  own  experience  that  hon- 
est service  is  the  best  avenue  to  their  confidence.  1 
do  nut  know  nor  believe  that  the  people  arc  opposed 
to  an  honorable  compromise  of  this  controversy. — 
That  they  migiil  be  made  so  by  artful  appliances  1 
have  no  doubt.  But  I  do  not  shrink  from  meeting 
such  an  issue  directly — not  I.  I  should  hold  myself 
no  democrat  if  1  did.  By  the  constitution  of  the 
United  Stales,  the  making  of  treaties  is  confided  to 
the  president,  under  the  advice  of  the  senate.  1  talk 
of  treaties,  not  ordinary  laws.  In  treaty  making  we 
act  in  private,  and  upon  inlorination  we  cannot  dis- 
close. We  deny  to  foreign  ministers  the  right  to 
discuss  the  cause  of  their  governments  to  our;jeup/e. 
I  Should  one  undertake  it,  he  would  be  driven  Irom 
the  country,  as  ho  ought  to  be.  We  represent s(ii(e.s; 
and  senators  are  presumed  to  be  statesman  of  some 
Icarnmg'and  great  judgment.  Wo  generally  ratify 
a  treaty  before  the  people  are  permitted  to  know  any 
thing  of  it,  or  of  the  reasons  for  its   ratiQcation.     If 


we  were  cautious  to  observe  the  rules,  this  would 
always  be  the  ca«e.  How  absurd,  therefore,  to  as- 
sert that  the  peop'e  have  retained,  or  that  they  wish 
to  exert,  or  that  they  can  righlfiily  exercise  the 
power  10  imlrutt  the  senate  upon  Ihe  making  a  treaty. 
Hdw  execrable  and  revolutionary  would  be  the  doc- 
trine that  a  presi.lent  should  seek  to  set  aside  his 
constitutional  advisers,  and  go  before  the  people,  whe- 
ther it  were  the  honest  "masses,"  or  Baltimore  con- 
ventions, or  town  and  county  meetings,  wherein 
factions  are  first  formed,  and  then  led  by  demagogues, 
who  call  them  together.  Oh,  my  country,  my  coun- 
try! when  that  shall  be  our  fate,  if,  in  the  providence 
of  God,  it  shall  ever  be! 

Sir,  hear  what  the  father  of  his  country  said  a  half 
a  century  ago.  Let  the  people  hear.  Let  an  Ame- 
rican senate  hear  him.  Let  President  Polk  hear  Pre- 
sident tVashington,  and  stand  to  his  position!  How 
precious  will  be  his  reward! 

"There  had  been  a  public  meeting  in  Philadelphia 
for  the  purpose  of  passing  resolves  against  Jay's 
treaty.  After  the  business  of  the  meeting  was  clos- 
ed, a  copy  of  the  treaty  was  suspended  on  a  pole 
and  carried  about  the  streets  by  a  company  of  peo- 
ple, who  at  length  stopped  in  front  of  the  British 
minister's  house,  and  there  burnt  the  treaty;  and  also 
t  efore  the  door  of  the  British  consul  amidst  the  huz- 
zas and  acclamations  of  the  multitude-" 

In  Boston  the  same  sort  of  ihing  was  done,  and  a 
town  meeting  addressed  to  the  presidents  protest. — 
This  was  his  reply  to  all: 

"To  Eztkiel  Price,  Thomas  Walley,  William  Board- 
man,  Elienezer  Seaver,  Tlmma-  Gratis,  Thomas 
Edwards,  William  Little,  William  Scollay,  and 
Jesse  Putnam,  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton." 

United  States,  July  28,  1795. 
Gentlemen:  In  every  act  of  my  administration  1 
have  sought  the  happiness  of  my  fellow  citizens. — 
My  system  for  the  attainment  of  this  object  has  uni- 
formly been  to  overlook  all  personal,  local,  and  par- 
tial considerations;  to  contemplate  the  United  Stales 
as  one  great  whtde;  to  confide  that  sudden  impres- 
sions, when  erroneous,  would  yield  to  candid  reflec- 
tion; and  to  consult  only  the  substantial  and  perma- 
nent interest  of  our  country. 

"Nor  have  I  departed  from  this  line  of  conduct  on 
the  occasion  which  has  produced  the  resolutions 
contained  in  your  letter  of  the  13ih  instant.  With- 
out a  predilection  for  my  own  judgment,  I  have 
weighed  with  attention  every  argUinent  which  has 
at  any  time  been  brought  into  view.  But  ihe  coiisti- 
tulion  is  the  guide  which  I  never  can  abandon.  It  has 
assigned  lo  the  president  the  power  of  maki  g  trea- 
ties, with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  5ena/e.  It 
was  doubtless  supposed  that  these  two  branches  of 
the  government  \vould  combine,  without  passion,  and 
with  the  best  means  of  information,  those  facts  and 
principles  upon  which  the  success  of  our  foreign  re- 
lations will  always  depend;  that  they  ought  not  to 
substitute  for  their  oujii  conviction  the  opinions  of  ollurSf 
or  to  seek  truth  ihnnnh  any  channel  but  that  of  a 
temperate  and  well-informed  investigation 

"Under  this  persuasion,  I  h  ive  resolved  on  thft 
manner  of  executing  Ihe  duty  before  me.  To  the 
high  responsibility  attached  to  il,  I  freely  submit;  and 
you,  genllemen,  are  at  liberty  to  make  these  senti- 
ments known  as  the  grounds  of  my  procedure.  While 
1  feel  the  most  lively  gratitude  for  the  many  instan- 
ces of  approbation  from  my  country,  1  can  no  other- 
wise deserve  it  than  by  obeying  the  dictates  of  my  con- 
science. 

"With  due  respect.  I  am,  genllemen,  Stc, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON." 
Who  does  not  know  the  history  of  that  party  de- 
nunciation and  violence  which  disturbed  this  nation 
even  under  Washington's  administration,  when  Genei 
appealed  to  the  people  of  the  stales  111  behalf  of 
France  and  against  Great  Britain,  aiid  how  President 
fVashington's  celebrated  proclamalion  of  neutrality 
saved  the  peace  of  ^Imerica.  In  taking  leave  of  the 
duties  and  cares  of  public  staliun,  hear  what  (FasA- 
ingt07i  said  al'  it  to  the  people. 

"After  deliberate  examination,  with  the  aid  of  the 
best  lights  1  could  oitain,  1  was  well  satisfied  that 
our  country,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  had  a  right  to  tal<e,  and  was  tiound  in  duty 
and  interest  to  take,  a  neulrat  position.  H.<ving  taken 
il,  t  determined,  .ts  f.ir  as  should  depend  upon  me, 
to  maintain  il  with  moderation,  persevei-ance,  and^'ni- 
ness." 

And,  oh,  how  like  a  patriot  and  father  did  he,  still 
yearning  over  his  couniiy,  warn  us  by  his  FareweU 
Jiddress  to  beware  of  all  sclf-coiisiiluttd  combina- 
tions to  overawe  and  control  tins  sen  a  t, !  It  is  Wash- 
ington who  speaks  lo  us  from  the  grave;  let  senators 
listen: 

"I'he  basis  of  our  political  systems  is  the  right  of 
the  people  to  make  and  to  alter  their  constitution* 
of  guveriiiucDt.     But  the  constitution  which  at  any 
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time  exist-,  till  chnnied    by  an  explicit  and  a.nhen-  I  "Oh    that  Ti-jll  hr  3  ^i.~n  :,.! :.  a  .v.         .  . === 

.,0  001    ni   tt„.    u.,ve    peo.le.w    ,■  ,:  c--..'  ,.M,.  .       J  ^  :"\  T  ,   "X^  ]^^^^^  expressed   b.-fore    he  wa,  a  rr,ndidn.e   for 

„ble  ch.roccr,  „  ,.„  ,he  real  de-i,n  ,„  :i^:"o^:t.  I  »^  dhT    .    p^^^n" '.rre  her^t   v'^,  "^  ^^"«^""""  = 
damen.al    pnncple,   u„d    ,,r  falT^endenoV     Thev'    ,n^^^^^^^^^  ^l.sm.ssal        Dunn,- th,s  pari  of  , he 

small  but   ariful    and    enierprising   rainor'itv    of  Ihe  I       "''J- '" '^e  name  of  all  thai  is  safe  to  mv  parly, 
'"•"'""■■■'"- '     —   -J--    ...  .       ■  I  where  do  the   democrals  expect   to  liiid  0  prmden- 


coaiinUNily--and,  acordmg  to  the  alternate  iri 
Uinphs  of  diBcrenl  parlies,  to  make  Ihe  public  ad- 
mnjistration  the  mirroi-of  Ihe  ill-  oncerted  and  in- 
congruous piojecls  ..r  faction,  rather  Ihaii  the  oriran 
of  consistent  ai,d  wholesome  plans,  digested  by  com- 
mon counsels,  and  modified  by  mutual  interests. 

"However  combinations  or  associations  of  the 
kbove  description  ma>  now  and  then  answer  popular 
ends,  thej  are  likely,  in  the  cour-e  ol  lime  and  things, 
to  become  ,.oient  enaines,  by  wnich  cunuwg  ambi- 
tious, and  unprincipled  men  mill  be  enabled  to  subeerl  Ihe 
poioer  oj  Ike  people,  and  to  usurp  lor  themselves  ihe 
reins  01  goveri„uenl,  deslrojin-  alterwardsihe  very 
engn.es  nhirh  have  lilted  Ihenrto  unj.ist dominion." 
tarewell  .Idditsf. 

What  words  uf  wisdom  and  of  irnth  are  thesri— 
They  are  Ihe  principles  of  liberty,  well  regulated 
liberty;  ol  Irecdom,  euns'itulioiial  lieedom. 

Methii.k.  1  see  ihe  coming  storm.  The  press  may 
be  already  charged;  but  no  mailer  This  |,  my 
country's  question,  not  a  mere  parly  strife.  These  I  Tl 
are  ine  senliM.ents  my  head  and  my  heart  approve.  !  iJj 
and  1  «ill  not  wuhhuld  them.  The  pre-ideni  mav 
peril  hi.s  admin.»lration-some  of  jou  believe  h- 
will— 11   he  or  his  Iriends   should    dare    to  think  Ilk 


tial  candidate.'     Who  wdl  be  our  president  after 
have  expelled  all  ' '  .     _       . 

do  not  know. 

[Mr  Hanneganremaiked,  "Take  him  from  amongst 
the  people,  where  we  got  one  before."] 

Oh,  ay:  then  he  «  to  be  taken  from  among  the  peo- 
ple, 13  he,  without  resorting  to  such  statesmen  as 
those  I  have  named.'  Weshall  see,  however,  whether 
the  people  agree  to  have  this  game  pljyed  alter  a 
three  years'  notice. 

There  is  a  mistake,  however,  Mr.  President,  in 
what  the  senalor  Ironi  Indiana  exclaimed  at  his  first 
sight  ol  my  iniperfrcl  picture.  In  niv  stale,  let  me 
tell  that  senalor.  when  democrais  ta.k  of  "li.e  peo- 
ple," we  mean  ''the  masses,"  the  "bone  ami  sinc-w" 
of  the  land,  as  distinguished  from  the  statesmen,  law- 
yers, politicians,  and  such  like.  In  that  sense  1  deny 
that  President  Polk  was  got  for  a  candidate  from 
among  "the  people."  He  has  been  a  ;ioii(icinn  all  his 
life,  and  we  knew  it  when  he  was  nomnialed.— 
ik  God  for  il!  he  has  now  proved  himself  to  have 
been  more — one  of  Ihe  sfa/csiiim  of  this  great  country. 
And  if  he  will  only  stand  up  by  the  side  of  Wash- 
ington, as  he  has  done,  and  1  hope  he  will  do,  he  mil 
be  entitled  to  our   lasting  admiration.     Tliat 


mshin^ton-u,   act   like    »W ,  j;,.^    B  le   w  I      «'!"'':  to  ,h' ""^   lasting  admiration.     Tliat  s 
Violate  bis  du/i/  and  peril    h„   countrv  if  he  does  1     I  ^""^^"V"  ""^  '""''''   "i^"'''  "'""  '"^'^  ="  =•"  "  '"'  "'h 
~     ■   ■    ur....:". '     ,    .""   <•<"'""!/ '1  tie  does  not.  I  people"    in  my   part  of  the    world,  and    I  should  b 


person  said  "three."]  I  know,  but  1  don't  count  the 
lyler  convention.  [A  good  deal  of  laughter  took 
place  at  this  no  ork.  and  M-.  H.  sai.l,  "1  mean  no 
sneer— no  (iflence  to  any  one."]  The  u-/iig  senators, 
I  suppose  it  will  be  admilled,  are  nol  h;.n„d  b^  the 
democratic  convention  resolution.  [Mr.  Dickinson 
ol  New  V,  rk  and  ciphers  said,  "of  course  not  "]_ 
Thni  that  IS  settled.  How  is  it  «  nh  a  licmocralic  se- 
nator whose  stale  voted  for  Mr.  Clay  and  repudiated 
the  oemucratie  convention?  That  is  my  cose.  .My 
...  ..o  uui  |iic»iu>-ni  aiier  we  state  adopted  the  constitution  many  years  ago-  and 
:sest  men?  Sir,  1  ain  sure  i  j  besides  that,  they  refused  lu  vole  for  Mr.  Polk  'or  to 
I  approve  this  resolulion  in  ia44.  What  is  it  expected 
of  me  to  do?  To  obey  Ihe  conslitulion,  au.l  follow 
the  people  of  my  stale;  or  this  resolulion  of  a  con- 
veniion  sent  to  Baltimore  to  tioHiinufe  a  caii.;ii/„(, /„r 
president,  but  not  to  make  creeds  lor  the  p.irlyr  [.Some 
one  remarked,  "Of  course  you  are  not  bound  as  a 
senator  "]  Very  well;  it  is  as  a  senator  1  lalk  here, 
as  a  senator  I  vole  here,  and  as  a  senator  1  beard  these 
resolutions  read  here;  and  yet  as  a  senator  I  am  not 
bound  to  heeil  Ihera.  That  is  a  strange  res.ilt,  after 
all  we  have  Inaid  of  this  matter.  And  in  neh'a.'f  of 
my  dcn.ocralic  in;ighb.,r9,  the  seiulors  from  South 
Carolina,  1  «oul<l  rtspcetfiilly  i.,qu:ie  wh.  ther  they 
v\pre  bound,  and  how  far.' — since  SmiUi  Cjiolma 
would  not  join  llie  convenlion,  and  had  no  delcgatis 
in  il.  [.Several  voices.  "Oh,  yes;  her  d..-le.fale,  came 
in  after."]  I  understand  it:  Sonlli  Carolina  delegates 
came  inlo  the  iiominniion.  However,  1  su-pect  that 
much  ..f  all  this,  intended  or  not  intended,  w  ill  be 
used  to  aid  the  cry  of  "punic  lailh"— "panic  faith!" 
of  which  1  shall  speak  hereafter. 

But  in  the  1  exl  place,  Mr.  President,  1  presume  to 
tell  my    democratic    associates    w  ho  tin  ust  Ihi 
creed  upon 


lodid   f*'"-^'""^'"''  penf  hira:immi;"trali;;;"ruV;h^^  ^  vyorld,  and    1   should  be  |  that    they    seem    to    me'  nm"to'understand'u  utem': 

people    .lie   de„,oo-uc;;,  eame    to    the   rescue,  and   all    a" '.  Vhe  e       A   ■"   "    i«                     peopleveiy   much  selves,  and  il  were  as  well  lo  look  to  that  before  .,ny 

was  well.     A  much    humbler    victim  (hke  him  who  '  n      ■;           '"■»"    i*  ""    worse  as  a   man  because  cry    of  treason   shall    be  got    up,  either   a^ain-l   the 

addresses  you)  must  expect  to   be   Ta  Cd  as  ^d  "  L^re  wT!  T'^'' ''''   '«""'"?  ^^    political  expe-  president,  or  again.t  the  senate,  or  against  an   lum- 

lurber   of  our  party    hirinony.     But   shall  1  preaTh    ,'."r   rT /'"'"'r','"  n  '''   1'""  ^or  the  slation  ble    individual    like    mysell.     1    charge   ihe  senator 

harmony  when  there  is  no  coJic.d,  upo^  such  ques     taZ[  rt^h^    Bu"l    Ui^^T^^'T'  u  '^'''"'  '1"""  "'"""•'•  ^""   ^"   ""'"  --'-»-'-  -Ascribe 

tlons  as  the^e?     It  would  be    polilical    hypocrisy.      1    body    h  nks      e  is   fii    n  L     ,f  S"'''' .'"     ''^^"  ."•=■">  ""^^^  ^  ""''■  "'"'  y^'^"  '"'■  54°-lU',.v  ith  insisting  up- 

read  to  an  American  senate  the  lessons  which  Wash-     f  "pL             I    ,            1      ,,     '     (''■'=■=•"''-'"'•   ^nd  if  my  on  more  than  the  Baltimore  convenlion    have  recoiii- 

ington  laughl,  and  upon  which  Washington  acted-  and    If  h„„»c?  h  ^"'''^"\  '^""'"^    "^""^  "P  ^elore  a  crowd  mended  the  party  to   believe  and  do;  and  here  is  n.r 

Are    P'°P'''',   ^"''     ""'  P-^^Ple."  Ihe  "masses"  there,  the    "great  .ime)ic«n"que3lions!  You  Insislihal  Oregon  is 
Are  I  men    who  drive    their  own  ploughs,  make   their  own  |  a  ■i.«ien.'queslion"  and  sometimes  ,1  ,s  treated  oy  jou 


if  "nat  be  treason,' make  the  most  oflt" 
But,  before  you  strike,  the  people  shall  hear. 


not  Ihese  ihe  true  principles  ot  iCe  coirsuluuVn  u^      I  Tt's   &c°   ai'.d 

which  pverv  nHini,,  ..rn.,.....,  ..f  .1.:. .     .-^        ,  eai  is,  etc.,  ana 


r- -■--■f-.j  v^.   .11.^  i.uiisLiiuiloil  upc 

Which  every  administration  of  Ihis  government,  from 
Hos/iington  do«vn— federal  and  democratic- have  nel- 
'V^  9**i"'"''  '  '^J  — '"  "■«  mmagement  of  om- foreign 
affairs?  J  challenge  a  refutation  by  their  acfs-iTot 
mere  words.  Il  is  southern  democracy,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, beyond  all  dispute.  It  is  ihal  son  which  1  have 
always  possessed;  not  like  a  potato,  that  grows  under 
ground  at  the  1001;  but  which  blooms  and  bears  its 
fruit  in  the  open  air  of  heaven,  and  then  ripens  and 
Ij  Jit  Jur  use. 

I  say  nothing  about  legislative  instructions;  not  a 
word.  I  have  nothing  to  speA  upon  that  po.nt,  so 
as  to  express  myself  m  a  manner  to  avoid  misrepre- 
sentalioi.;  and  it  is  not  necessary  1  should  raise  thai 
question  belore  1  shall  be  instructed.  Suffice  il  to 
say,  that  .\o.(/i  Carolina  has  not  instructed  her  sena- 
.L"!"m'  "''r-'"  "  ^  J'^'^'='  '"  'he  crown  of  my  state, 
thatNorlhC.rolma  never  did,  in  any  parly  muta 
lions  or  poliiic.l  excitements,  inslrucl  her  sena- 
tors upon  a  treaty  or  treaty- making,  so  tar  as  1  know. 
I  presume  it  wiii  „ol  so  niuci  as  be  pretended  that 
1  ought  10  pay  obedience  to  the  mandates  ol  any 
other  state.  •' 


.  ■        "      '.  — ..     -    w^-.v...  ^...on^^i,,  aiiu  auiiiciHjics  II  IS  ireaieu  oy  VOL 

quiPlly    pursue    their    occupation  at     as  a  "pur/!/"  quesliuii;  and  I  am  afraid  thai,  by  bring 


[At  this  stage  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  Haywood  gave 
an  amusmg  account  of  Ibe  game  of  poliucs  to  be 
played  with  Ihs  Oregon  question  111  president-making 
The  substance  was,  that  the  great  ice.tern  democratic 
Jlatomo/i,  (Air.  Benlon,)— [ne  had  seen  ever  since 
last  summer,]  — was  to  oe  drummed  out  of  the  parly 
with  the  false  label  upon  his  back  of  "trailor  to  Ore- 
gon. Ihe  great  suulUern  demon-alic  sln(c»niaii  (i\lr 
t^alhoun)  was  to  be  dismissed,  lalsely  labelled 
the  cry  of  "ymiiic /,ii(A /(,  0  _ 
Arkansas,  (Air.  Sevier,)  anoil 


home — about  nominaliiig-  one  of  them  for 'president 
they  weuld  do  what  /  will  ml— laugh  in  his  face,  and 
telt  him  that  he  might  as  well  lalk  of  setting  0  black 
smith  to  mend  watches. 

But  lei  me  ask  th-i  attention  of  senators  whilst  I 
give  to  the  Baltimore  resolution  a  more  particular 
notice.  It  has  been  often  referred  to  in  the  senate, 
and  no  one  has  answered.  I  believe  the  senator  from 
Illinois  (Mr.  Breese)  is  entitled  to  the  distinction  of 
having  first  r^ad  it  in  the  senate.  He  did  not  have  Ihe 
secretary  to  read  it,  but  rea  I  it  himself.  Next  year  lor 
the  next  step!  The  senate,  having  no  wish  to  misrepre- 
sent me,  need  not  be  asked  to  remember  that  I  shall 
have  nothing  to  say  against  the  convenlion  or  its  mem- 
bers- The  resolution  which  has  been  gravely  read,  and 
often  relied  upon  as  deserving  great  weight  and  consi- 
deration in  our  deliberations,  is  my  subject,  not  the 
cont>«ii(ion.  The  resolution  on  Oregon  is  simply  this: 
['he  declaration  of  opinions  by  a  party  convenlion 
recommending  those  opinions  to  the  people  which 
were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  convention.  That 
IS  its  precise  character.       I  hey  are  before  me: 

'•Resolved,  That  our  title  10  the  whole  of  Oregon 
is  clear  and  unquestionable;  that  no  portion  of  the 
san.e  ought  to  be  ceded  to  lOngland  or  any  other 
power;  and  that  the  re-occupation  of  Oreg.m,  and 
the  re-annexation  ol  Texas,  at  the  earliest  practica 
ble  period,  are  great  American  measures,  which  this 
convenlion  recommends  to  the  cordial  support  of  the 
democratic  party  of  this  Union." 

It  is  remarkable  how  this    resolution  has  acquired 

,,,,-  .      -    so  much    imporlance    now,  when    it   was   n  " 

Ihe  senator  Irom  I  ihought    worthy    of    bei 

loquenl  and   early  I  Polk  at  that  lime  by 


ng   communicated     to    Mr. 
uthors.   1  have  before  me,  in 


state  (Mr  Buchananl  ,„  I  TiV  ih„  .  >  .  ^  ?r  ""''  ""^J'  ^''^-  i^^-t  not  a  word  about  Oregon— not 
probab  be  d  ui  s  i  n  a  bodu  [roT\t  """;'''  '  i  ^^"'?'*-  ^"  '^'^''S"  '"^''•^'  =""'  """«  required.- 
branded' as  ■■B^U^I^colZ^ers'''  And   as  tha^fl  ^V    '"  ''""''  "o  'V  """^  '^■''  "'<=  '^"""""^^  convention 

the  Gorenio.  of  AVio  IVt   s     ,    n  the  par  y    Mr    H      1\',  ""l  ?""^  ',°  '"'T'  °'  'T"''  "'"'"'""^  '"'  ""■  ,  ">' '""--  -.same  wcegon  wnicn  we  once  occupieu; 

asked  "what  of  him?     How   is  he  to  be  got'r^  of"''    ^     -L  cn,^""''^  'h       °°''  "  ^"'t''"l''  """'^^"''-    "'al  same  Oregon  which  lies  south  of  411°;  tha  t  lam^ 

got  nd  of?      Sojou  come   round  again   10  Mr.  Poik's  opinion  vo- i  Oregon  which  ihc  democrali  all  go  for  si.U,  only  same 


ig  It  here,  you  will  soon  induce  other  persons 
(without  senators  inlending  it)  to  convert  ii  into  a 
very  dangerous  presidential,  sectional,  aiiti-demo- 
cralic,  anii-adminislralion  question,  and  leacli  others 
to  ^jioscride  llio-e  who  caniiol  lay  aside  our  original 
lailh  as  we  do  our  clothes;  and,  iherelore,  slill  ue. 
lieve  that  this  is  an  ".'Jiiifricaii"  question,  and  that, 
like  Texas,  Ihe  "twin  ^ister  loOregon,"  the  bounda- 
ries of  Oregon  ought  to  be  left  to  a  sellleuieiil  by 
negotiation  through  the  president  and  senate  of  the 
United  States— the  only  constitutional  organs  for 
treating  with    foreign  governments. 

But  more  than  that,  Mr.  President:  tliis  cued  is 
in  favor  ol  the  're-occii/iafioii  of  Oregon."  And  that 
is  what  il  recominended  to  our  puny.  Ah!  "re-oc- 
cupalion;"  that's  the  word;  not  occu;in(ion,  hutreoccu- 
palion.  Now,  we  cannot  "re-occupy "  what  vve  never 
"occupied"  belore.  We  neveroccupieil  the  Oregon 
that  lies  norlh  of  the  compromise  line  ol  4U°  before, 
but  the  Oregon  on  this  side  of  that  line  we  have 
heretofore  occupied.  Therefore  we  cannot  re  .occu- 
py north  of  49°,  but  we  can  re  occupy  all  south  of 
that  line.  And  that  is  exactly  what  the  president 
has  been  endeavoring  to  do,  and  exactly  what  1  am 
in  favor  of  doing,  "Jighl  or  no  fight"  Sir,  if  a  de- 
mocrat thus  comes  lully  up  to  tins  creed  by  his  ac- 
tion, what  gave  senators  here  the  piivileg.-  to  de. 
iiounce  hiin  as  untrue  to  the  democratic  laith?  This 
c./nstruction  of  the  creed  is  not  hypercritical.  What 
13  "Oivjonr"  The  cou/idy  on  /fte  Co/ii/iidia  i-iuei- and 
.501.//1  o/ii— all  lying  below  the  line  ol  4'JO— used  to  be 
Oregon.  I'lie  old  historians,  maps,  and  geographers 
all  had  it  so.  It  IS  a  thing  of  modern  origin  to  call 
any  part  i>r  the  territory  jior//i  ol  49°  •'Oreg'ou."— 
There  is,  then,  an  old  Oregon  and  a  niodern  tjregon. 
The  old  Oregon  was  once  occupied  by  us.  Outside 
ol  that  we  had  never  occupied  any  |ioiti.in  uf  (he 
modern  Oregon;  and,  therefore,  if  this  creed  had  g(  ne 
lor  an  orcii;in(ioii  of  Oregon,  it  might  well  b.-  con- 
strued "all  ol  Oregon,"  o/d  or  iieio.  Bui,  as  it  only 
went  for  a  "re-occupation,"  il  is  as  cle..r  as  day  that 
the  creed  must  be  interpreted  to  mean  the  el  1  Oregon 
up  lo49°,  that  same  Oregon  which  we  once  occujiied; 
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of  us  are  not  anxious  to   fight  for  ani/  more.     If  we 
stand  to  the  faith,  and  keep  the  bond  as  it  was  writ- 
ten for  U3,  will  not  that  sufTice?     I  thinir,  Mr.  Prcsi 
dent,  1  have  disposed   of  the  Baltimore  resolutions, 
generally  and  specially. 

With  unoflec'led  pain  did  I  hear  a  charge  of  "ptiiiic 
faiih"  brought  and  repeated  a?ninat  the  south  in  Ihis 
senate  with  respect  to  this  Oregon  notice,  &c.,  and 
in  a  way  that  challenged  a  reply  to  it. 

Personally  I  care  nothing  about  it,  as  I  voted  for 
the  Oregon  bill  last  session;  and  some  senators  know 
that  my  reason  for  voting  against  it  the  session  be- 
fore was  that  ils  form  appeared  to  me  to  violate  the 
constitution.  [Mr.  H.  here  exclaimed  at  length  his 
objections  to  Ihe  form  of  that  notice.  He  also  ex- 
cused himself  for  voting  to  lake  up  the  Oregon  bill 
last  session,  by  stating  that  if  he  had  known  at  the 
time  (as  he  does  now)  how  the  negotiation  then 
stood,  he  would  not  have  voted  for  so  much  of  that 
bill  as  proposed  to  take  jurisdiction.  But  the  senate 
did  not  know  Ihe  facts  at  that  lime,  and  they  had  not 
been  told  to  him.  He  did  not  wonder  at  the  offence 
that  was  taken  by  the  British  parliament,  who,  no 
doubt,  believed  that  we  knew  il  all  at  ttie  time  the 
bill  passed  the  other  house]  But  1  do  not  feel  my- 
self at  liberty  to  let  such  an  accusation  grow  into  a 
proverb  ugainst  the  south.  The  south  is  my  hortif; 
and  such  accusations  have  a  baleful  influence  in 
kindling  and  preserving  sectional  feelings:  I  shall, 
therefore,  expose  its  injustice,  and  then  forbear.  I 
shall  do  that  by  the  jt/iirnii/s  of  the  ser\ale  now  be- 
f'tre  UiC.  1  will  read  from  the  nooks  if  any  of  my 
slaleraents  should  be  questioned.  Tni;  charge  of 
■jiiinic  faith,"  the  senate  will  remember,  >v  as  inlro- 
tluced  here  .some  days  ago,  when  the  honorable  se- 
nator from  Georgia  (Mr.  C(dqiiitl)  had  spoken  of 
the  course  ol  the  senator  frofu  Indiana  (Mr.  Hanne- 
gan)  upon  the  Texas  question.  The  honorable  sena- 
tor Irom  Indiana  said,  in  substance,  as  1  understood 
him,  (1  have  not  his  words  before  me,)  that  he  had 
for  some  time  desired  a  fit  occasion  to  explain  his 
vote  against  Texas,  and  now  he  had  it;  and  that  it  was 
simply  because  he  had  foreseen,  "punic  lailh — punic 
faith."  Then,  or  at  some  other  time,  he  more  than 
intimated  that  he  had  found  that  punic  faith  in  the 
south.  Other  senatois  were  lormally  called  to  the 
tijor  to  vindicate  that  senator  by  their  statements, 
showing  that  he  really  was  suspicious  of  the  south, 
of  which  1  do  not  complain.  Altogether  the  com- 
plexion given  to  this  matter  before  the  public  eye 
was,  that  this  "punic  faith"  had  been  practised  by 
one  or  more  southern  senators  of  Ihe  democratic  par- 
ty! and  the  saiiacity  of  the  honorable  senator,  it 
seems,  enabled  him  to  see  it  beforehand.  In  that 
way  he  explained  his  vote  again>l  Texas. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  there  is  a  grave  mistake  in 
all  this  thing.  In  the  first  place,  the  senator's  me- 
m  iry  deceived  him  as  to  the  fact  of  his  own  vote. — 
He  itiil  not  vote  against  Texas!  JJjjon  tlie  treaty  he  did 
not  vole  al  all!  For  the  I  exas  resolutions,  the  next 
session,  he  voted  at;.'  The  journals  are  before  me, 
and  these  are  facts.  If  contradicted,  1  will  read  the 
votes. 

[Mr.  Hannegan  remarked:  "I  was  present,  and  did 
not  vote  on  the  treaty."] 

Mr.  Haywood.  No  doubt  of  il;  but  present  or 
absent  was  all  the  same.  No  single  vote  was  worth 
having  upon  the  trealyf  for  every  body  knew  in  the 
senale,  almost  from  the  beginning,  that  the  treaty 
could  not  pass.  The  senator  will  admit  that.  Then 
what  basis  for  this  charge  is  lefl? 

In  ti.e  second  place,  ilr.  President,  the  resolution 
for  notice.  Sic.  on  Oregon  was  rejected  at  that  ses- 
sion—  before  the  Baltimore  convention  met!  It  was 
rejected  by  ayes  and  noes  on  the  "ilst  of  March!  The 
convention  met  on  the  27lh  May!  Now,  what  does 
the  senator  think  of  this  charge  of  "punic  faith,  pu- 
nic faith.'" 

In  the  third  place,  every  democratic  senator  save 
tico — the  two  Irom  Mouth  Carolina,  (Messrs.  Huger 
and  McDuffie)— voted  for  the  Oregon  bill  upon  the 
test  vote  in  the  senate  at  the  session  when  Texas 
was  passed  through  by  the  senator's  vole.  The  se- 
nator from  Indiana  at  that  session  held  Texas  in  his 
hand — his  single  hand!  Without  his  vote  it  could  not 
have  passed!  Oregon  lacked  one  vote  to  save  it, 
Texas  but  one  vole  to  kill  it.  VVlial  cl  lim  will  he 
set  up  fur  sagacity,  and  upon  wluit  grounds  can  ho 
make  this  charge  against  the  south,  when  he  had 
only  to  have  made  the  passage  ol  the  Oregon  bill  a 
.vine  qua  non  to  his  vote  for  Texas,  and  the  thing 
would  have  been  done — both  would  have  passed,  or 
neither.  The  Oregon  hill  must  have  passed — always 
provided,  he  could  have  got  a  southern  senator  to  make 
such  a  bargain  with  him!  Hif  hud  but  two  senators 
to  trade  with;  fur  all  the  rest  of  us  voted  for  the 
Oregon  bill  wilhout  a  price.  That  he  did  not  drive 
a  bargain  for  Oregon  is  no  concern  of  mine. 

[Mr.  Haywood  here  spoke  of  Mr.  Huger  us  an  ab- 
seal  friend,  whom  he  loved  too  well  not  lo  vindicate 


against  unjust  aspersions,  and  was  about  to  proceed; 
when — 

Mr.  Hannegan  at  once  interrupted  him  by  express- 
ing the  highest  admiration  and  respect  tor  Mr.  Hu- 
ger, and  disavowed' all  sort  of  intention  to  impute  to 
him  an  act,  or  even  a  thought,  of  the  slightest  dis- 
honor as  a  man  or  a  senator.] 

Mr.  Haywood  continued.  That  is  enoogh,  Mr. 
President.  The  other  honorable  senator  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  McDuffie)  is  here,  and  very  able  to 
vindicate  himself,  if  hf  thinks  it  ij  required.  B  il  1 
turn  to  the  higher  topics.  This  is  not  a  pleasant 
one. 

Mr.  President,  in  coming  to  the  conclusions  I  have 
which  have  been  expressed  to  the  senate  without 
evasion  or  disguise,  and  in  taking  my  stand,  as  I  be- 
lieve, alongside  of  the  executive  department  of  the 
government,  I  took  no  counsel  of  Great  Britain's 
strength  to  make  me  recede  from  the  extremest  claim 
of  my  own  country.  Were  it  .Mexico,  or  any  still 
weaker  and  more  distracted  government,  if  I  know 
my  own  heart,  I  would  demand  no  more  from  it  than 
I  would  insist  upon  agains'  Great  Britain — our  rights, 
our  honorable  rights,  peaceably  and  in  love.  From 
neither,  and  from  no  other  government  in  the  world, 
would  I  take  what  was  not  honorable  for  my  own  to 
demand;  nor  go  lo  war  with  any  nation  for  either  a 
profitable  or  an  unprofitable  wrong.  I  must  be  par- 
doned, therefore,  lor  giving  utterance  to  the  senti 
ment,  that  an  accu.'^alion  of  this  kind  against  our 
own  government  was  neith?r  just,  nor  politic,  nor 
patriotic.  The  rest  of  the  world  will  be  easy  to  per- 
suade, with  American  senators  lo  iiistruci  them,  'hat 
our  country  is  mean  enough  to  oppress  the  weak, 
and  too  cowardly  to  assert  our  rights  against  the 
strong.  Great  Brilain  will  hardly  fiml  in  that  (if 
she  believed  it)  a  motive  for  surrendering  "all  of 
Oregon"  without  a  fight,  even  if  il  should  become 
necessary  for  her  to  fight  us  single-handed  for  it. 

So,  before  God  and  Ihe  senale,  I  do  abjure  and 
reprobate  the  seiitiuient  of  hatred  to  any  nation  as  a 
motive  for  going  back  no  further  than  the  uflTered 
compromise. 

The  venerated  man  whose  image  hangs  constantly 
before  us,  and  whose  name  should  ever  be  his  eulogy 
in  an  American  senate — George  Washington — in 
his  last  words  to  the  country,  taught  us  that  "the  na- 
tion ii'!iich  indulges  towarils  another  hahilual  hcUred  is  in 
some  degree  a  slave;^^  and  the  Declaration  of  Ameri- 
can Independence  hassanclified  It  as  a  political  max- 
im of  this  republic,  "to  hold  Great  Britain,  as  we  hold 
the  rest  of  mankind,  enemies  [imly]  in  war,  but  in  peace 
friends  "  There  is  nothing  that  has  tempted  me  to 
forget,  and  nothing  shall  drive  me  to  violate,  the 
counsel  of  my  country's  father,  nor  this  fundamen- 
tal maxim  of  free  American  institutions.  Neither 
will  I  teach  the  people  to  do  it.  Good  men  could 
not  applaud  the  senale  for  il.  Heaven  would  not 
excuse  ils  practical  application,  nor  fail  perhaps  to 
visit  the  consequences  upon  the  nation  itself. 

Wilhout  going  into  our  title  lo  the  territory, 
(which,  if  the  senate  choose,  can  be  done  hereafter, 
and  whenever  the  bill  for  taking  jurisdiction  over  Ore- 
gon, or  "any  portion  of  il,"  comes  up  for  considera- 
tion,) !  will  lell  you  in  a  few  words  the  ground  of 
right  upon  which  (if  there  be  no  other)  1  would  put 
my  vindication.  1  believe  it  is  the  political  right  of 
my  country  lo  stretch  itself,  wilhout  any  interrup- 
tion by  foreign  governments,  from  Ihe  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific — from  sea  lO  sea  on  this  comment — accord- 
ing as  we  ourselves  shall  judge  it  expedient  or  not. 
That  we  acquired  that  righl  upon  this  continent  when 
our  independence  was  established,  subject  only  to  the 
proviso  that  we  must  not  do  it  so  as  to  deny  the  like 
privilege  to  our  neighbors,  nor  interfere  with  settle- 
ments permanently  made  before  our  independence 
was  established,  nor  with  similar  rights  belonging  lo 
or  acquired  by  them;  nor  act  with  injustice  lo  the 
aborigines.  What  we  claim  a  )-io7i(  to  do  we  must 
not  deny  to  the  Candidas.  Il  is  a  son  of  national  pre- 
emption right  to  both.  Great  Britain  cannot  righl- 
ciiusly  complain  so  long  as  wo  do  not  deny  lo  her,  as 
Ihe  mother  country  of  the  C.nadas,  the  same  right 
equally  wilh  ourselves.  She  caiuiot  righifually  in 
terrupl  our  enjoyment  of  that  right.  And  if  she 
does,  then  we  (;aimo(  sudmJI  lu  t(  Our  dividing  line 
is  at  40°  on  this  side  of  the  mountain^;  and  if  il  is 
straightened  lo  the  Pacific  on  the  other  in  harmony 
we  ought  to  be  satisfied.  In  settling  that  line  be- 
tween the  two  governments,  the  great  law  of  "love 
and  good  will  lo  man"  requires  concessions  for  equi- 
valents, to  be  agreed  for  by  mutual  consent;  and  they 
should  be  mutually  made  lor  the  convenience  of  each 
other;  and  such  are  fit  subjects  for  friendly  negotia- 
tion. 

This  senate,  Mr.  President,  arc  more  familiar  wilh 
the  doctrines  and  learning  of  books  about  conliguitij 
and  co«(iniii(i(  than  I  profess  to  be;  and  they  might 
well  complain  of  ine  if  1  eiilargcd  upon  those  topics. 
My  constituents  are  u  plain   republican  people,  who 


generally  do  not  care  to  be  enlightened  by  such  trea- 
tises. As  many  of  them  as  do  uill  read  for  them- 
selves. By  the  constitution  they  have  enlrusted  the 
mtitiiig- of  Irenfies  with  the  president  and  the  senate. 
They  are  satisfied  with  the  constitution  as  it  is,  and 
patriotically  disposed  in  all  parties  intake  sides  with 
their  country.  I  mean  "the  people"  are.  They  will 
feel  and  undarstand  this  assertion  of  our  right  to 
grow  and  multiply  when  in  the  providence  of  God 
the  country  wants  to  do  it;  and  1  doubt  not  it  will 
viiidi:;ato  me.  At  any  r-^le,  Ihey  put  me  in  this  se- 
nate to  act  on  questions  of  this  sort,  questions  uf 
treaty  making,  and  to  advise  the  president  according 
to  my  best  judgment,  upon  the  responsibility  of  my 
own  conscience, and  I  shall  govern  myself  according- 
ly; accountable  to  God  that  my  motives  are  good,  to 
my  associates  that  my  speech  be  frank,  to  the  people 
only  that  /  do  right. 

What  the  end  of  these  things  may  be,  if  the  se- 
nale shall  come  to  the  same  conclusion  wilh  me, 
must  depend  upon  the  course  Great  Britain  may 
pursue,  or  may  not  pursue,  upon  the  subject  of  a 
compromise.  Of  that  1  know  nothing.  I  only  know 
what  she  ought  lo  do,  and  that  1  trust  in  God  she 
will  do.  One  thing  is  certain — it  will  bring  us  to 
the  end.  If  it  does  not  aid  negotiation  it  will  not 
hinder  it. 

I  believe  Great  Brilain  desires  peace,  because  it 
is  her  interest  to  do  it.  Her  minister  !■=  still  here — 
the  minister  of  peace — the  ministiT  oi'  p.eTc  from  a 
Christian  p.;ople  and  a  Ctiristitn  goM-i  i  ;.  ■  Why 

should  we  doubt  the  resull.'  He  will  haiuij  leave 
before  he  has  al  least  told  us  whal  is  that  'further 
proposal  more  consistent  wiilt  fuii  ness  and  equity,''^  which 
he  trusted  the  American  government  would  make  lo 
him  (pp.  II,  CD  )  Sir,  the  civilized  world  would  ex- 
ecrate the  niiiiislers  of  both  governments  if  tins  ne- 
gotiation should  be  terminated  upon  any  point  of 
personal  or  diplomatic  eliquette.  Christian  lands  are 
not  to  be  involved  in  wars  at  this  day  for  the  person- 
al pique  of  their  agents.  iMiuislers  of  peace  do  not 
seek  occasion  for  a  quarrel;  but,  if  really  inclined  lo 
compromise,  they  would  be  looked  upon  as  miserable 
bunglers,  when  either  or  both  of  them  cannot  find 
in  their  own  correspondence,  or  elsewhere,  a  reason 
or  a  pretext  for  making  any  offer  that  would  prove 
acceptable  to  both.  If  there  beany  suc/i,  leave  all 
that  to  them,  and  there  let  the  responsibility  rest, 
undivided  by  us. 

This  matter  can  be  compromised,  if  the  two  go- 
vernments are  willing  to  do  it  If  Great  Britain 
does  not  intend  to  compromise,  we  ought  lo  know  it; 
let  her  not  have  the  excuse  for  it  that  the  president 
was  against  "all  comprcnnise,"  but  in  favor  of  "all 
Oregon  or  none."  She  shall  not  be  permitted  to  say 
that  Ihal  misconstruction  of  the  American  president, 
although  proclaimed  in  the  American  senate  by  some 
senators,  was  neither  refuted  nor  contradicted  by  any 
other. 

This  notice  is  no  threat  at  all;  and  I  do  not  expect 
it  is  either  to  intimidate  Great  Britain  or  lo  ottend 
her.  But  hitherto  neither  of  the  two  governments 
seem  to  have  fully  realized  the  necessity  of  lermin- 
aliug  this  last  cause  of  dispute  between  them,  and 
of  opening  the  v.'ay  wider  for  the  cultivation  of  a 
permanent  national  concord. 

Whatever  may  be  ihtir  course  or  tlieir  condition, 
it  seems  to  me  liiat  ice  are  no  longer  left  at  liberty 
to  postpone  a  final  settlement  of  this  whole  contro- 
versy  about  Oregon.  The  public  will,  expressed 
through  their  immediate  delegates  in  the  other 
house,  is  very  conclusive  upon  that  point.  Another 
presidential  election,  and  every  other  question  will 
be  made  subordinate  to  this  one  for  "oiir  rights." 

The  public  mind,  already  pre-occupied  by  one 
sided  arguments  upon  our  title  lo  the  whole  of  Ore- 
gon, will  be  in  no  slate  to  discuss  it;  the  people  will 
be  excited  and  luislcd  by  denunciations  against  every 
man  who  has  the  moral  courage  hereafter  lo  doubt 
it,  and  even  taught  to  call  him  |Zli=''British;"  the 
prudence  of  age  will  be  decried  as  the  counsels  of 
a  foreign  inlluence  by  a  hired  piess;  the  wisdom  of 
statesmen  «  ill  be  set  aside  by  the  clamors  of  selfish 
demagogues;  the  love  of  peace  and  the  fear  of  God 
denounced  by  factions,  and  vilified  by  self-constitut- 
ed associations,  as  the  cowardice  of  traitors  and  the 
aUeclation  uf  hypocrisy.  Il  will  soon  become  the 
unholy  woik  uf  an  infuriated  parly  spirit,  aided  by 
selfish  ambilion,  lo  create  and  produce  in  our  happy 
country  this,  and  much  more  than  this — all,  OS  I  ap- 
prehended, for  the  sake  of  putting  great  men  down, 
and  exalting  little  men  to  high  places,  more  than  it 
uill  be  for  the  purpose  of  securing  our  national 
rights.  Senators  and  others  who  would  scorn  to 
play  the  game  arc  incautiously  furnishing  the  cards 
— "All  of  Oregon  or  none" — Our  title  is  "clear  and 
unquestionable" — "The  administration  is  with  us" 
— "Down  with  Ihe  trcaclierous  democrat  or 'British' 
whig  who  opens  his  moulh  lor  compromise.'"  These 
cries  will  ho  so  many  obstacles  lo  pence — honorable 
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pe&ce.  As  we  would  keep  the  power  over  this  sub- 
ject in  the  hands  to  which  the  constiluiion  has  en- 
trusted it — as  we  would  protect  the  trust  commilled  to 
the  senate,  and  do  our  whole  duly  to  the  cause  of  /i* 
ierty  ri'gulaUii  hij  Ituv,  to  God,  and  to  our  consciences 
I  think  the  senate  should  aid  to  bring  this  controver- 
sy to  a  conclusion,  in  some  way  or  other,  as  soon  as 
possible.  Another  year,  and  it  may  be  too  late  to 
settle  it  in  peace.  Another  three  i/eurs'  delay,  and  it 
loill  not  be  settled  without  a  dreadful  conllict  of  po- 
litical agitations  at  home,  and  perliaps  a  desperate 
war  between  two  Christian  nations.  God  deliver  us 
from  both! 

Jf  the  trusts  of  this  body  under  the  constitution 
must  be  carried  for  discussion  beforehand  to  the 
court-houses  and  party  caucuses  of  the  land — if  wc 
must  encounler  the  agitations  and  perils  and  bitter- 
ness of  a  popular  ordeal,  in  our  foreign  aR'airs — will 
not  the  senate  agree  (Uat  it  is  safer  and  wiser  to  take 
care  that  the  pleadings  sh;ill  be  made  up  so  as  to 
present  the  true  hsur?  Notice  or  no  notice  is  an  old 
question — predetermined  and  prejudged;  and  the 
peace  of  the  country  can  hardly  be  preserved  if  we 
suffer  that  to  be  the  issue  which  goes  before  the 
country.  Let  us  give  the  notice,  then,  to  the  presi- 
dent's hands,  before  the  negotiation  is  closed,  and,  if 
■there  is  a  compromise,  the  question  will  go  to  the 
people  upon  that.  The  result  is,  to  my  mind,  neither 
doubtful  or  fearful!  ]f  no  compromise  that  we  ran 
accept  with  honor  shall  be  offered  now,  it  never  will 
bo  ottered;  and  then  we  shall  soon  havo  the  whole 
subject  before  us,  and  can  take  =ueh  steps  as  will 
protect  our  rijhis  and  carry  this  q  jestion  into  our 
popular  elections  upon  fair  and  true  issues.  But  there 
has  been  a  doubt  excited  lest  the  president  might 
abuse  the  notice  after  we  had  authorized  it,  and  you 
hesiute.  Is  there  not  more  danger  from  our  delay, 
than  111  any  trust  we  may  repose  in  the  executive  by 
giving  hiH,  the  use  of  this  notice,  even  if  he  should 
abuse  il.'  Friends  of  the  adininistraiioii— (iemocrais— 
surely  ii'e  can  confide  it  to  him,  else  we  ought  not  to 
be  his  friends.  Coiitideiice  is  not  lo  he  e.spected 
with  so  much  alacrity  from  those  who  have  been  his 
political  opponenis,  especially  when  some  of  our- 
selves have  misconstrued  the  president.  But,  wUigs 
of  the  the  senate,  do  you  still  doubt  his  posi.ion?  Do 
you  fear  he  may  abuse  this  notice  after  it  is  given  lo 
him,  (as  it  has  been  said  he  would,)  by  abruply  clos 
ing  negotiation,  and  even  refusing  his  own  offer  for 
a  compromise  at  49°,  should  it  be  ralurned  to  him.' 
To  such  as  are  resolved  to  stand  by  him  at  that  line 
of  compromise,  and  io  no  others,  do  1  appeal.  1  have 
said  already  that  if  you  do  not  mean  to  stop  conces- 
sion at  that  line,  you  do  right  in  refusing  the  notice. 
He  cannot  speak  upon  that  point;  olhcial  propriety 
forbids  it,  as  1  have  already  said  and  proved.  Biit 
here  is  a  guaranty.  Let  him  but  venture  to  occupy 
that  position  contrary  lo  your  hopes  and  eX(iectalions. 
Let  him  only  aUenipl  to  heiray  the  confidence  you 
put  in  his  conduct.  (Oh!  Ue  will  not  do  it.  1  leel 
like  I  was  ddendmg  a  friend's  honor,  when  I  say 
again,  and  again,  and  again,  that  tliis  construction 
cuiinot  be  true.)  Bill  what  if  lie  should  attempt  il? 
Tlie  country  will  yet  be  sale.  He  night  embarrass 
the  senate,  but  ne  would  destroy  himself  The  mo- 
ment he  doe-  il,  Ihe  whole  subject  will,  by  the  con 
Btitution,  pass  out  of  Ins  hands,  and  fall  exclusively 
into  ours.  The  legislative,  and  not  the  executive  de- 
partment, will  Iheiicelorth  have  it  in  charge;  with  no 
change  but  the  abrogation  of  a  convention  that  it 
were  rashness  in  us  to  continue  longer  m  force  — 
We  have  a  maj  (rily  here  for  peace,  and  fur  every 
honorable  means  of  preserving  it — no  more,  but  all 
that — men  who,  1  am  .sure,  would  defy  faction,  and 
laugh  at  deinagugisin  in  the  crisis  ol  tSeir  counlry's 
fate — democrats  and  whigs,  all  patriots  and  together 
upon  an  ''Jlmerican"  question.  And  the  hill  for  ex- 
tending our  jurisdieliun  over  Oregon  need  not  be,  as 
it  ought  not  to  be,  adopted,  until  we  see  what  more 
the  president  will  do,  and  lohat  Great  Brllain  means 
to  do.  And  this  senate  ought  not  to  adjourn  until 
we  know  whether  we  are  lo  have  peace  or  a  sword. — 
Jt  shall  not  by  my  vote.  It  would  not  be  becoming  in 
me  to  uiideriake  to  advise  how  we  ought  lo  act  in 
such  a  case  upon  subsequent  measures.  Though  1 
do  not  admire  Ihe  common  use  of  Scripture  quota- 
lions  in  poliUcal  speeches,  the  subject  and  the  occa 
sion  appear  to  be  solemn  and  impressive  enough  to 
excuse  me  for  saying  upon  that  point,  "Sufficient 
unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof." 

I  come  now  lo  invite  the  attention  of  the  senate  to 
some  of  the  several  forms  in  which  it  has  been  pro- 
posed thai  this  notice  shall  be  authorized.  The  re- 
solution rer-orted  from  the  commillee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs was  not  at  all  objeclionable  to  my  mind  in  the 
outset.  For  nothing  on  its  face  do  I  now  think  that 
resolution  objectionable.  But  other  senators  were 
not  satisfied  with  it,  and  preferred  to  pursue  a  differ- 
ent form  of  words;  and  1  have  held  myself  ready  at 
all  times  to  adopt  any  form  that  might  be  more  ac- 


ceptable to  others,  so  long  as  the  substance  was  not 
sacrificed.  If  I  could  desire  to  put  senators  of  any 
party  in  a  false  position  upon  a  question  of  this  kind, 
1  should  despise  myself.  The  resolution  and  pream- 
ble offered  by  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  (.Mr.  Crit- 
tenden,) when  it  was  proposed,  seemed  to  me  to  ar 
rive  at  Ihe  object,  substantially,  by  another  form  of 
words,  perhaps  heller,  perhaps  not;  any  way,  1  was, 
at  the  beginning,  and  I  am  now,  eonlcnted  lo  take 
that.  I  like  ii— I  approve  it.  But  1  should  like  to 
see  it  altered,  by  striking  out  the  proviso  which  de- 
lays llie  notice  until  alter  the  prc«rnt  session  of  con- 
gress. My  reasons  have  been  alrea  ly  slated.  Should 
they  make  no  impression  upon  the  judgment  of  the 
senate,  1  do  not  expect  to  make  lliat  proviso  a  reason 
for  voting  against  that  amendment.  The  preamble, 
although  not  originally  necessary,  was,  perhaps,  ex- 
pedient, on  account  of  the  course  of  the  debates 
which  sprung  up  in  the  senate,  and  connected  them- 
selves with  Oregon;  and  the  introduction  of  the  pro 
position  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Critten- 
den) was  at  once  a  wise  and  patriotic  movement,  to 
check  the  progress  of  unnecessary  alarm  in  tlie 
counlry.  VVilh  ihe  lights  at  that  lime  before  us,  1 
think  it  was  so.  Though  I  knew  nothing  of  it  until 
it  was  proposed  by  him,  in  my  heart  I  ihank  him  for 
it.  That  senator  is  a  better  judge  than  I  am,  whe- 
ther all  the  valuable  and  patriotic  purposes  designed 
by  him  have  not  been  fully  accomplished.  The  dif- 
ference between  aulhorizing  Ihe  president  togivethe 
iiUice  (i//us  discretion,  and  a  law  annulling  ihe  treat", 
and  directing  him  to  give  the  iio(i«,  does  nut  seem  to 
me  to  be  very  malerial;  and  if  it  were,  1  wouhl  sug- 
gest that  the  house  resolution  leaves  it  to  hi-  discre- 
tion, as  well  as  the  resolulion  of  the  senator  from 
Kentucky,  lam  willing  to  vole  for  either  of  the 
Ihrce,  as  may  be  most  agreeable  lo  others. 

The  amendment  suggesled  by  Ihe  honorable  sena- 
tor from  Georgia  (i\Ir.  Colquitt)  1  cannot  vote  for — 
the  last  resolulion.  ]  sal  down  to  examine  il,  nilh 
a  sincere  desire  to  approve,  if  I  could;  bul  1  cannot, 
and  1  regret  it  on  many  accounts.  The  words  are 
as  follows: 

"Sec.  2.  .?n((  6c  it  further  resolved,  Thai  it  is  earn- 
estly desired  that  the  long  standing  controversy  re- 
specting limits  in  the  Oregon  territory,  be  speedily 
setlled,  by  negotialion  and  compromise,  in  order  to 
Iranquilize  the  public  mind,  and  to  preserve  the 
friendly  relations  of  the  two  counlries." 

I  object  to  this,  because,  although  circumstances 
may  make  it  proper  or  excusable  in  a  senator  or  se- 
nators to  express  his  or  their  individual  opinions  up- 
on a  negotiation  in  a  debate,  yet  ihis  senate,  as  n  se- 
nate, ought  not  to  do  il,  and  we  ought  not  lo  lake 
'  harge  of  a  negolialion  pending  at  the  executive  de- 
partment. The  constiluiion  has  left  all  that  to  Ihc 
president,  unless  he  asks  the  senate  for  advice;  and 
that  advice  should  then  proceed  from  {he  senate  alone, 
acting  in  executive  session,  not  from  congress.  This 
senate  may  be  more  competent  lo  conduct  a  nego- 
tiation than  President  Polk,  but  the  cons/idilicDi  has 
delerniined  that  matter  olherwise:  and,  "by  Ihe  con- 
slitulion,"  Presideiu  Polk  is  Ihe  wiser  and  safer  ne- 
gotiator. We  must  not  gainsay  that  by  our  resolu- 
tions as  a  senate.  If  it  be  our  right,  I  should  ques- 
tion Ihe  expediency  of  giving  any  advice  unasked  — 
If  we  were  ever  so  competent  by  the  constitution  to 
give  the  advice  unasked,  and  itv\ere  not  inexpedi- 
ent to  do  il  fur  Oilier  reasons,  yet  it  is  entirely  unne- 
cessary in  this  case.  The  negotiation  Is  pending  upon 
the  basis  ol  "compromise,"  and  we  have  the  presi- 
dent's declaration  lo  the  British  mmisler  that  he  has 
"delermined  to  pursue  it  to  a  conclusion"  upon  that 
basis.  Indeed,  senators  know  that  aftsr  the  basis 
was  once  arranged  by  mutual  consent,  it  v;as  not  in 
the  power  of  one  of  them  lo  change  that  basis  with- 
out ihe  consent  of  the  oilier,  or  eUe  terminating  the 
negotiation. 

I  object  to  it  further,  because  if  the  seii«(«  has  a 
right  to  advise,  and  it  would  be  prudent  and  wise  lo 
give  the  advice,  still  il  cannot  be  pretended  that  con- 
gress has  such  a  power  under  Ihe  lonslilution;  and  it 
IS  one  of  the  first  and  highest  duties  of  Ihe  senate  to 
protect  the  peculiar  Irusis  which,  under  the  consti- 
tution, appertain  to  it,  and  not  to  admit,  much  less 
lo  invite,  Ihe  house  of  representatives  into  partner- 
ship for  advising  the  president  upon  our  foreign  aliiiirs. 
By  adding  this  amendment  to  a  joi>i(  reso/iifion  we 
violate  ihal  duly  ourselves,  and  consent  to  and  in- 
vile  an  encroachmeni  upon  the  senate;  and  that  forms 
to  my  mind  a  conclusive  objection.  Were  there  no 
other,  it  ought  lo  prevail. 

I  object  lo  It  further,  because,  if  it  is  intended  as 
a  declaration  oi  our  "earnest  desire"  made  lo  a  fo- 
reign government,  and  addressed  lo  it,  then  it  is  ve- 
ry unusual,  if  it  be  not  a  refleclion  upon  our  chief 
magistrate,  who  is  the  "only  inonlh"'  of  this  govern- 
ment to  speak  to  other  nations;  and  that,  after  he  ha- 
already  told  Great  Britian  that  he  "desires"  a  com- 
prmise.     Once  is  enough.     1  would  give  no  room 


for  an  inference  that  we  distrust  him  or  his  peace- 
ful purposes.  It  is  proper  that  we  should  give  him 
Ihe  moral  weight  of  our  legislative  opinion  by  act 
or  resolution  for  notice,  and  leave  him  to  use  il  the 
best  way  he  can,  but  still  responsible  (,<r  any  abuse 
ofil.  There!  hope  we  shall  slop.  Givejll  ihe  aid  ho 
a-ks,  but  no  impedimenls.  Thenceforth  I  would 
make  no  more  calls  for  correspondence,  bul  leave 
Ihe  milliners  to  carry  through  Ihc  negotialion.  Our 
calls  may  be  embarrassing  to  both  of  them.  They 
are  not  calculated  to  aid  our  own. 

There  is  another  objection  lo  this  resolution  that 
IS  conclusive  lo  my  own  mind,  and  I  ask  partirular 
attention  to  it.  If  I  inlerpret  aright,  it  advises  a. 
cnnipromise  between  49°  and  Ihe  Coliimliin  riva-.— 
Now  lo  that  /  cannot  agree.  In  the  sixth  protocol  are 
these  words:  'l"he  British  minister  said  "that  he  did 
not  feel  authorized  to  enter  into  a  discussion  respect- 
ing Ihe  territory  north  of  the  forty  ninth  parallel  of 
hililude,  which  was  understood  by  the  British  go- 
vernment to  form  Ihe  basis  of  negotiation  on  iho 
side  of  the  United  States,  as  Ihe  line  of  the  Colum- 
bia formed  that  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain." 

To  ihis,  1  apprehend,  our  goveriimeiil  assented  by 
signing  the  protocol,  anil  Mr.  Pakenliam  has  ever 
since  treated  the  matter  accordingly.  Then  llio 
"pending  controversy"  respecting  limib  is  under- 
stood lo  be  a  controversy  whelher  those  limits  shall 
be  -ellled  at  49'>  or  at  the  Columbia  river;  and  our 
advice  to  sellle  il  by  compromise  would  be  advice 
to  compromise,  viz:  lo  give  anil  take  for  a  line  bc- 
iwi:en  li.eic  Uso.  1  do  not  say  it  was  so  intended:  I 
am  sure  it  v/as  not.  But  see  how  mucli  difficulty 
there  is  in  agiecing  upon  our  constrnclion  of  Iho 
message  Shall  we  not  multiply  emliarassment  by 
every  step  of  our  interference  with  iiegoliatioii.' 

Suppose  that  mine  was  noi  the  proper  interpreta- 
tion of  Ihia  resolulion.  It  must  be  admiucd  not  to 
he  free  of  doubt.  Thai  is  sulKcienI  to  euiidcmn  it 
for  it  may  mislead  Great  Britain.  Her  minislcr  may 
linderslaiid  it  as  I  do,  and  the  cunsequcuce  will  be 
Ihal  no  offer  Ihat  we  can  accept  will  be  made. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  submit  to  the  senate  that  llie 
house  resolutions,  under  all  Ihe  circunislances  now 
surrounding  Ihis  subject,  had  belter  be  adopted  by 
the  senate.  Their  second  resolution  is  but  a  proviso 
excluding  any  inference  Ihal  that  house  designed  by 
the  first  one  to  obtrude  inlo  a  subjecl  belonging  to 
the  president  and  the  senate.  It  was  perhaps  right 
for  them  to  say  so.  Il  was  but  saying  lo  us  and  lo 
the  president,  'As  a  negotiation  is  pending,  and  this 
house  clams  no  right  lo  interrupt  it, we  have  laken  (  are 
lo  declare  that  negotiation  is  a  matter  with  which 
the  people's  representalives  in  the  house  do  not  here- 
by interpose."  And,  at  the  same  time,  the  vole  on 
Iheir  part  implied  the  absence  of  any  hostility  to 
negoliale.  Upon  this  subject,  and  at  this  stage  of 
it,  negotiation  means  compromise.  From  that  there  is 
no  escape. 

The  great  reason  why  I  should  entreat  the  senate 
lo  lake  the  house  resolutions,  so  free  of  objection  as 
lliey  are,  is  this: 

I'he  difference,  if  any,  in  favor  of  either  of  the 
other  propositions  over  those  from  the  house,  is  not 
In  be  compared  to  the  inconvenience  Cu>ing  no  strong- 
er expression)  which  the  sending  of  Ihi.s  discussion 
back  10  the  olher  hiuise  will  prod.ice  in  Ihe  counlry, 
and  ibe  certain  delay  and  probable  embarrassments 
il  will  lead  loin  pursuing  the  negotiation.  The 
nhole  subject  is  Willi  the  senate:  with  the  senate  I 
leave  il. 

Mr.  President,  1  have  now  concluded  what  I  had 
to  say.  I  must  be  O'ore  or  less  than  a  man  if  I  felt 
so  indifferent  lo  the  kind  and  flattering  atlenlion  of  iho 
senate  for  two  days,  as  not  to  express  my  gratitude 
for  It.  I  have  spoken  plainly  of  principles  and  things 
—  I  hope  not  loo  much  so.  It  is  difficult  1  know  to 
do  that  without  an  appearance  of  disrespect  lo  those 
you  answer.  But  an  attack  upon  errors  of  opinion 
IS  no  assault  upon  the  persons  holding  ihein.  In  my 
heart  there  is  nothing  of  unkindness.  If  I  had  not 
been  placed,  most  reluctanlly,  in  an  alliludc  where 
1  must  jpeak  or  be  misiindersiood;  if  I  had  not  been 
goaded  by  repeated  declarations,  whicli  I  could  not 
assent  to,  and  which,  if  correct,  1  knew  would  force 
me  to  oppose  the  odminislration  and  lo  abandon  a 
friend;  and  which,  if  not  correct,  it  was  my  duty  and 
my  right  as  a  senator  lo  refute  in  free  debate,  1 
should  not  have  opened  my  mouth.  II  this  perform- 
ance of  an  unavoidable  duly  should  leave  me  expos- 
ed to  niisrepresenlaiion,  1  must  bear  il.  My  hands 
arc  clean,  my  heart  is  easy,  my  conscience  is  un- 
burdened; and,  if  I  have  done  any  thing  for  good  I 
can  rejoice,  if  not,  I  have  tried  to  do  il.  And,  hav- 
ing confidence  in  God  stronger  than  any  "confidence 
in  princes,"  I  pray  that  he  who  rules  the  desliny  of 
naiions  may  guide  our  counsels  so  as  lo  save  the 
(leacc  of  my  beloved  country,  and  prolecl  il  forever 
by  His  mighty  ariii  in  the  enjuymeiit  of  liberty  and 
religion.  ^  ^  _     .  i 
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land,   ha 


adjusted  iheir  differences  wiih  the  Hayti-    valsreduced  freiahls  to  Havre,  to  1 


Cotton     The  crop  is  now  estimated  at  New  Orleans  I     Mahogany  tbade.    Balize  Honduras  d-itrs  ofthe  7th 

■      ■  ',     «.     <..M    nrio^R      nntWlth.    I   (fiCt. 

Magnetic  telegraph.  It  is  stated  that  Professor 
Morse  has  discovered  that  the  batteries  heretofore  re- 
quired, may  be  entirely  d'spensed  with!  He  has  now 
only  to  find  out  how  to  gel  his  lightning  on  without  the 
the' wire  and  pole?,  to  make  the  ihi.ig  complete. 


— 300  bale?  reached  N.  Uriraiis  on  llie  axa  insi.     un  ...e  |  «".. 

H.vTr.NDSt  DOMINGO,-Gape  Haylian  dates  to  the  ;  iSd  3000  bales  changed  hands  at  full  prices,  noiwith-  leet, 
Ttl^M  rch  sta^e  liiaTiiie  Spanish  fleet  had  left  the  is-  standing  unfavorable  weather.  Numerous  foreign  arri-  y 
7ili  M.  rch.  stale  mai    .  e      H  ,      „      .     „.„„,,,„..  f„,ohts  to  Havre,  to  Uc;  to  Boston  |c.  ^n, 


ans.and  ,?ecured  the  in. lependence  of  Dominica.    Ne 

was  received  ai  Cope  Hiiyiiaii  on  ihe6ili,  that   he  pe..     „„p.„.,.„ ,. „  » 

Die  of  St    Marks  and   Port   Republican  had  declared        Flour  at  New  York  5  44;  at  Bahimore  4.81,  at  New 
linst  Prrroi  and  in  fovur  of  Gei.'l  Riuhere,  who  had  I  o,  ■     ■■     -- 


The  last  intellisence  from  Liverpool.  (Sih  ult.)  left  an 
improved  demand  and  prices  a  shade  advanced. 


aeainsi  ri  rioi  ciuu  n,  ly.^.  ...    .^-.- 
taken  the  field  against  the  preside!. t 

Jamaica  —The  Coolie  emigrauts.— The  Kingston  Jour- 
nal of  the  5ih  ultimo,  has  a  long  article  on  the  resulis  ot 
CooliH  immigration,  in  which  the  wtiier  stales  that  the 
Co.Me  laborers  have  grown  disconienied  wiih  ihetrcon- 
diti.in,  and  some  of  ihem  have  becoine  oiiicasis  and 
wanderers  over  the  face  ol  the  country,  loaihsome  to  the 
Bight  and  offensive  to  the  morals  of  the  coniinuniiy.- 
Those  wtio  advocated  the  system,  says  the  editor,  may 
-well  blush  for  their  «ork.  Indian  immigraiion  has  de- 
veloped 10  the  fullest  ex  enl  the  wieicliedness  to  which 
humatity  can  be  reduced. 

Qi^f,  51,^  —Opening  of  ihe  Canadum  parliaTnent.—The 
Canada  parliament  assembled  on  ihe  20ih.  Lord  Caih- 
cari— the  governor  general- delivered  a  speech  from 
which  we  lake  the  following  extracts:         ,  ,.  , 

"I  should,  under  any  circuinsiances,  have  directed 
vnur  early  aiteniion  to  the  condition  of  the  mihiia  (aw. 
But  the  unsettled  slate  ot  the  negoiiaiions  wtiioh  have 
been  for  some  lime  past  carried  "U  between  the  impel lal 
government  and  that  of  the  U.  biaics  of  America,  ren- 
ders ii  imperative  upon  me  to  press  more  immediately 
on  yourciiiideraiinn  ihe  necessity  of  a  re-oigaiiizalion 
of  this  arm  of  the  public  defence.  ,       .,     i       , 

1  feel  the  most  unbounded  confidence  that  the  loyalty 
and  patriotism  of  every  chiss  of  her  majesty's  subjects 
in  Cin  Ida  will  be  conspicuous,  as  they  have  been  here- 
tofore, should  occasion  call  for  ihe:r  services  to  aid  m 
Ihe  nro'eclion  of  their  couniry;  but  a  well  digested  ami 
uniform  sysiem  is  indispensihie  lo  give  a  fitting  direction 
to  the  most  zealous  effects.  At  ihe  same  time  I  feel 
warranted  in  assuring  you  that,  while  oiir  gracious  sove- 
rehm  will  ever  rely  on  the  free  and  loyal  aiiachments  ot 
her°Canadian  people  for  ilie  defence  of  this  provmce, 
and  the  mainienance  of  B.itish  connection,  her  majesty 
will  lie  prepared,  as  her  predecessors  have  always  been, 
10  provide  wiih  promptiuide  and  energy,  corresponding 
with  the  power  and  resources  of  ih,-  einpire.  for  the  se- 
curity ol  her  North  American  d  .mam." 

The  address  in  the  assembly,  in  reply,  was  moved  by 
Col.  Prince,  and  was  carried,  after  a  vigorous  though 
noi  proiriicted  debate,  by  a  vote  of  43  to  27. 

After  alluding  to  the  iiec..s.?iiy  ol  an  early  atteiition  to 
the  re-oigamzation  of  the  mihiia,  in  view  of  existing  dif- 
ferences with  the  U.  Slates,  the  address  proceeds: 

•'That  tills  house  accepts  with  gratitude  his  excellen- 
cv's  assiirince,  that  while  our  most  gracious  sovereign 
will  ever  rely  on  the  free  and  loyal  ailachnient  ot  the 
Canadian  people  for  the  defence  of  this  province,  and 
the  coiiinuiance  of  British  connection,  her  majesty  will 
be  prepared,  as  her  predecessors  have  always  tieeii,  to 
provide  with  prompiifide  and  energy  corresponding  wiih 
the  power  and  resources  of  ihe  empire,  for  the  security 
ot  her  North  American  dominions." 

The  corn  laws.  The  house  of  commons,  on  the  3d 
ult.,  decided  by  a  vote  of  '265  to  78,  agav.st  the  imme- 
diate lerminalion  of  the  duties  on  bread  siufls. 

This  vote  is  decisive,  should  the  peers  agree  to 
Mr  Peel's  proied,  in  fi.xing  the  duties  under  his  new 
tariff,  until  ihe  1st  February,  1849,  according  to  the  fol- 
lowing sHdi„g  scale:  When  flour  is 

Under  &B  60  the  duly  shall  he  M   38 

Over      6  faO  and  under  6  73         do        do  So 

6  73        do         6  87         do        do        1  10 

6  87         do         7  01  do        do  'J7 

7  01         do         7  15         do        do  83 
7  15        do         7  28         do        do  70 

And  when  ihe  price  exceeds  $1  28  ihe  invariable  duly 
shall  hejftfl'/six  cents  a  barrel. 

Money  Market.  The  New  York  banks  refuse 
every  iliiiig  but  the  most  formal  transaciions.  1  he  ba- 
lance in  lavnrof  Philadelphia  banks  on  ihe  1st  insl., 
■was  .'5S-2ll.(l(iO.  Exchange  upon  London  'Jj  a  lOJ;  on 
France  5  •.:&  a  5  23J.  Mexican  dollars  all  bought  up  at 
1  per  cl.  premium,  and  five  franks  at  'J4c.  Half  a  cent 
advance  on  exchange  would  start  the  liglit sovereigns,  of 
which  mosiot  the  specie  in  vault  consisls.  No  specie 
was  sent  by  ihe  steamer  of  the  Isi  in.st.,  from  tiosion, 
bill  half  a  million,  or  more,  went  in  the  last  packet  trom 


13J  uh 
Balthmre  Thade.     Arrivals   durin 
March,  1846 


the  month    of 


From  foreTgn  ports 
From  coastwise  do. 


Ships.  Barques.  Brigs    Schooners 

6  1  17  7 

4  8  15  95 


A  NEW  DIAMOND  MINE,  has  been  discovered  in  Brazil. 
K  French  pai^er  published  ai  Rio  de  Janeiro,  gives  the 
iollowinL'  aeciiuiiiof  it:  "This  mine,  which  has  already 
pr.  diiced  400,000  carats  ot  diamonds,  was  discovered  in 
Octnbcr  1S44,  by  a  negro  shepherd.  The  man,  striick 
with  the  resemblance  ot  the  ground  to  thai  of  the  mine 
of  Tijucn,  where  he  had  worked,  began  to  dig,  and  found 
some  diamonds,  which  he  carried  to  Bahin  for  sale.  He 
was  arrested  and  thrown  into  prison  on  suspicion  of 
having  stolen  them,  bin  he  made  his  escape.  He  was 
pursued  bv  some  Indians  who  were  sent  alier  linn,  and 
found  .liggiiig  again  for  diamonds,  and  thus  ihe  exist- 
ence of  the  mine  became  known  to  the  government.— 
Ii  is  said  that  the  produce  already  realized  amounts  to 
eighteen  millions  of  francs." 

Railroad  nRns.-Wideandnarrowgauges.    The  dis- 
pute  in    regard  lo    the  comparative   advantages  ol  the 
wide  and  the  narrow  track,  was  referred  by  the  British 
__    ,111  lu,  ..  ,.j„..„.o..jv. ........  .  t— I  „„|.i.an,„nt  to   commissioners,  who  have  reported  after 

linglish    traveller,    Mr    Layard,  who  has  been  maktng    Pf;37iUes.igalioi,,  m  favor  of  ihe  narrau, gauge,  four 
rese.irches.  is  said  to  have  sugt-ested  this  scheme  to  Ihe  I  f'"^  _,  ., ,    ;  ,, 
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Whole  number  153,  of  which  147  were  American,  4 
British  and  2  Bremen. 

Antiqcities  of  Egypt.  The  Turkish  government, 
finding  Ihe  researches  which  have  been  carried  on  with 
such  increasing  avidity  by  the  scientific  agents  of  fo- 
reign sncieiies  and  governinents,  may  be  turned  to  some 
accouni,  have  decided  lo  lay  hold  of  those  trearures 
and  prohibit  the  further  researches  of  foreigners.  The_ 
Pacha  has  oiven  orders  for  the  erecting  of  a  museum  of 
antiquities  of  his  own  He  has  caused  the  temple  at 
Eniech  to  be   cleaned  out  tor  a  commencement.     An 


'p.  IS  saiu  lo  nave  bui^L-r-atcu  mh^  .-^M<-ii...  .«  ... 
Pacha.  The  Nile  in  changing  its  bed,  and  all  ih.-  con- 1 
querors  since  Cambyses,  have  made  dre.idful  ravages  iri  ; 
that  couniry.  Several  nioiiuinenis  have  been  deployed 
under  the  present  adminisu-atton,eiiher  to  form  the  ma- 
terial for  useful  buildings,  or  to  burn  into  lime.  They 
work  ihe  temples  as  if  they  wire  quarries— and  alter  all 
come  to  ihe  learned  hieroglyphists,  who,  after  having 
copied,  proceed  to  cut  and  break,  parily  to  take  tiway 
the  relics  and  partly  to  destroy  the  ladder  behind  them. 
A  German  scholar  has  been  recemly  coniinuiing  mos. 
savage  mutilations  in  ihe  tombs  of  Biban  and  Molesk. 
Biela's  Eorsi-E  COMET,  which  Lieut.  Maury,  at  the 
Observatorv  ai  Wa.-hington,  announced  his  riucovery 
of  on  the  13ili  January  last,  was  discovered  by  MM. 
Encke  and  d'Anest,  of  Beilin.  and  M.  Talz,  of  Mar- 
lieilles  on  ihe  27ib  January.  Professor  Amy  stales  m  a 
letter  dated  2Tih  January,  that  ihe  novel  phenomenon 
had  been  observed  by  Mr.  Challis,  Cambridge,  and  Mr. 
Hind,  of  Hyde  Park.  M.  Talz  menlions  that  on  the 
18th  and  20m  January,  the  apnearance  of  the  comet 
"presented  limbing  particular.''  From  that  until  the 
27lh  unfavorable  weather  prevenied  observalions.  M. 
Laugier  in  the  "Compis  Rendus"  of  the  I6ih  February, 
mentions  oKservinL',  on  the  12lh,  the  remarkable  fact, 
witnessed  at  Washimiion  at  the  same  time,  of  the  in- 
crcaiedand  greater  brilliancy  of  the  one  which  hitherto 
had  been  the  faimer  of  the  two.  This  one  has  rapidly 
decreased  in  hiilliancy,  sothai  it  is  ba'ely  visible.  Ihe 
other  13  still  bright  enough  lor  observalions. 

Henry  Clay,  who  has  been  for  some  monlhs  on  a 
visit  to  New  Orleans,  left  tliere  on  the  21st  ultimo  for 
Naiches,  He  designs  lo  spend  some  lime  on  business  at 
St.  Louis,  before  returning  lion— 


Ntw  York. 

Ihckmw's  Reporln.oi  ihe  1st  Inst.,  soys— '"The  Phi- 
ladihihia  in-mey  market  is  not  guile  so  easy.  No  dith- 
ciilty  i.-<  experienced,  however,  in  iiegoliaiinB  first  rate 
short  paper  at  six  per  cent.  Long  paper,  and  thai  which 
di.es  noi  rank  as  A  No.  1,  may  be  said  lo  range,  accord- 
ing to  chaiacier,  al  from  8  to  12  per  ceni." 

AL  New  Orleans  on  ilie  23il  uli.  sterlif..,  -  .  „ 

from6jto7i  ptetninm;  franks  i.32i  a  5.35;  checks  on 
North  ■;  per  CI.  discount;  sixty  day  bills  do.  2  a  2.  perc 
discount. 

Treasury  notes.     Amount  outs:nnding   on   the  1 
insl.,  us  official!,  reported,  $•''28 ,464  38. 

fiiBLlc  uti'OsiTts.     The 
Biibjcct  to  dialt   on  ihe  30:1 

winch  !»4,i;64  )St   were   in    -    ..   ^ 

«5D4,39li  111    Phil.idelphia   haiiki-;   1  iti,J24  m  ilic  Chesa 

pe.ikebonk,  Bahimore;  *70,H41  were  m  4  of  the  Uis- i  'Y»- ■■-"•  .],^- -2^,^ 
ir.i-i  i.f  I'lihmibia  banks:  and  ?45^,HtiC  in  the  hands  of  land,  Oh..',  on  Hie  .i-iin 
c";comn^&  liig;».  o" '"id  l^'^"-'-  '  ""''^  "'"'""'"""  ''""" '" 


Catholics  in  Texas— Bishop  0dm  has  embarked 27 
Catholic  priests  at  Havre,  fir  his  diocese  in  Texas.  At 
the  Seminaire  de  St.  Sulpice.  which  has  over  200  stu- 
dents a  large  class  are  taught  the  English  language, 
with'a  view  to  fit  them  for  labors  in  the  United  States. 

Catholics  al  Cincinnati— New  churches  and  schools.— 
The  German  Roman  Caiholics.  of  this  city,  have  pur- 
chased tw.j  sites  for  churches— one  is  at  the  corner  ot 
Laurel  and  Linn  sireeis,  96  by  200  feet-the  other  on 
Conoress.  The  first  cost  six,  ihe  second  twelve  lliou- 
sand'dollars.  Schools  are  lo  be  erected  in  these  districts, 
i'he  churches  now  built  cannot  contain  the  members  in 
them.  [Oincinnah  Gax. 

Coal  tax!  A  bill  is  before  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  has  passed  the  house  of  represenlanves 
by  a  vote  ofSb  to  31,  taxing  Anthracite  coal  mined  in 
said  stale,  IC  cents  per  ton.  An  ainendinent  was  pro- 
posed, to  include  Bituminous  coal,  but  this  was  negativ- 
ed, as  was  also  an  amendment  proposing  lo  tax  lumber. 

A  Cargo.  The  steamer  Maria  arrived  at  St.  Louis 
on  the  19th  insl..  with  8,876  packages  of  groceries  and 
merchandise  to  203  consignees-amounting  to  9o0  tons. 
Tins  is  the  largest  cargo  ever  brougbl  to  bi.  IjOuis.  Un 
tier  inp  do°  n  to  N.  Orleans,  the  Maria  carried  1,381 
100  3  of  freight. 


feel  eight  and  a  half  inche.s.  We  are  curiou.^  to  see 
their  report,  for  what  we  had  read  of  the  staiein>-nts  and 
arnuini  iits  so  naimly  conUiicted  in  the  Engl.sli  papers, 
led  us  to  a  different  conclusion,  and  we  suspect  now  ihat 
u  is  in  compliance  wiih  a  deierminatioii  to  preserve  wni- 
Jormity  of  gauge,  rather  than  an  actual  cc.mparision  of 
he  two  gauges,  that  has  occasioned  ihe  decission. 

Gtrmau  railroad.  The  railroad  from  Vienna  to 
Plague  in  Boiiemia,  and  to  Olmiilz  in  Moravia,  was 
opened  with  much  solemnity  on  the  19ih  August.  The 
archdukes  made  the  first  passage  in  a  car  which  cost 
36,OU0  francs. 

"The  female  kings."— We  have  not  been  without  ap- 
prehensions for  some  time,  that  ihe  sceptre  would  pass 
trom  the  grasp  of  the  vaunted  "lords  of  creaiion,  if 
they  cominued  to  go  on  to  idolize  their  "help  mates  '  at 
the  gaii  they  have  been  winning  their  way  for  some 
lime  past  And  sure  enouoh.  a  new  femala  sect  has 
just  appealed  in  a  part  ol  Ohio,  called  •The  i-emale 
Kings,"  who  assert  ihal  the  order  of  nature  has  been  re- 
versed—that  the  lime  has  now  arrived  when  'ihe  last 
shall  be  first,'  consequently  that  woman  is  the  lord  ot 
creaiion  and  man  her  .servant.  They  sit  in  jud-ment 
upon  the  saints;  are  endowed  wiih  eternal  life;  are  proof 
to  injury  and  are  under  the  special  care  of  the  L.ird— 
led,  clothed,  and  preserved  by  his  power.  T..ey  have 
succeeded  in  making  a  great  many  converts,  and  the  in- 
fatuated creatures  have  left  iheir  families  and  are  wan- 
dering about  without  scrip,  and  without  purse,  taking  no 
thought  of  the  morrow,  led  as  they  think,  by  ihe  bpirit 
'to  follow  the  Lamb  whitiiersoever  he  goeih.' 

Twins.  The  undersigned,  having  recently  lost  his 
wife  and  leaving  a  pair  of  daughters,  which  he  would 
tive'to  some  good  family  that  would  like  lo  adopt  them 
as  iheir  own.  The  infants  can  be  seen  at  the  house  ot 
Mr.  H.  E.  Perry,  Woodward  avenue,  Detroit. 

Isaac  Dieffesderfer. 
[Detroit  Advertiser. 


English  mtnm.-Liverpool.  l.h.  7  "We  have  had 
the  mildest  winter  up  to  ihis  dale  thai  England  has 
known  for  many  years.  Not  a  single  snow  storm  has 
visited  this  lowii  during  the  season.  There  has  been 
a  slight  full  in  diflerent  parts  ol  ihe  county,  but  il  quick- 
S,gUills  ranged    ..^sed^away^^^As^h.^^.,.^ 

abundant  in  the  gardens,  and  grass  is  quiie  piciiiilul  in 
the  fields,  'l'lloll^ands  of  cattle  are  turned  out  lo  pas- 
ture. The  farmers  have  been  pknighing.  and  tnminmg 
.heir  hawthorn  hedges,  all  the  wtiiier  i  iiough.  Ihe 
*ri28.464  38.  ,jj^,„|,   „.j,|,  his  dclighilul  notes,  is  tilling  ihe  woods  and 

ainuunl  ollicially  reporied,  L,uve8  with  his  song,  and  his  male  has  already  com_ 
h  uh.  was  iiH  10,995,787  12,  of  ,„„n^.j.(i  incubation;  indeed,  1  have  heard  of  tt  nest  of 
ihe    Niw    Vnik  citv  banks;  L;,u„„  hirds  having  been  louiid." 


Lake  Euie. 


rhe  sti  anier  Fianklin,  arrived  at  Clevt 
from    Erie,    Pa.,  vMibm 


A  Royal  Banquet.  The  king's  ball,  at  which  I  be- 
lieveall  the  Americans  in  Paris  were  guests,  was-as 
royally  may  claim  lo  be,  an  exception  lo  all  general  rules 
of  economy.  In  the  splendid  halls  of  the  Tuilleries  in 
a  light  beyond  that  of  day,  surr.junded  by  iisgorteous 
furniture,  siauiary  and  pictures-wiih  the  music  of  m..re 
than  one  hundred  performers,  divided  into  several  bands, 
ihe  royal  lamily  received  upwards  ol  four  lhou?and  la- 
dies and  gentlemen,  including  the  entire  corps  diploma- 
tioueand  "real  oH'icers  of  slate;  and  entertained  them 
at  two  hundred  supper  tables  oq  a  service  of  gold,  silver, 
and  chrvslal,  loaded  with  all  ihe  luxuries  ot  every  climate 
in  the  world.  [  '''"■'■'»-  ■«'«"'"  ^'^"■■ 

A  Turkish  -ivedding.  The  marriage  of  the  daughter 
ol  Mehcniei  Ali  was  cclebriitid  at  Cairo  in  December. 
The  fesiiviiies  lasted  six  days.  On  the  first  oay  there 
was  a  grand  banquet  of  eight  hundred  covers,  at  which 
the  Viceroy,  the  Pacho.  and  other  dignitaries  wi  re  pre- 
sent. The  ladies  were  admiiied  lo  a  ningnificent  sup- 
per given  bv  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Pacha,  when  no 
le  s  iluin  3,jOO  women  were  present,  and  it  is  said  that 
over  300  cooks  were  einplo.i  ed  to  prepare  it.  1  he  whole 
town  was  illiitninited,  and  it  i.-«  stated  that  the  feasls 
cost  nb.iut  f  200,01111  oicrling.  There  ,ve'c  sixteen  Eng- 
lish ladies  present. 

[How  much  of  misery  and  toil,  waa  there  taxed  upon 
hiiinan  beings,  in  order  lo  turnish  ihese  ./f.s.';.  Let  us 
leain  to  beware  of  royally.) 

The  amount  paid  by  the  vnrious_comraiiies  in  Lowell 
every  nionih  lor  wages,  is  about  S177,60u. 

White  Gravel,  taken  from  Long  I.sland  beach,  lo 
the  extent  of  over  7000  Ions,  has  been  shipped  lo  London 
since  the  15ih  Sept.  last,  intended  for  tfio  parks  and  gar- 
dens of  that  city.  The  Long  Islanders  had  heller  Took 
to  il  in  time,  or  instead  ol  becoming  one  of  the  blaies  ot 
the  union,  as  WHS  recently  proposed  their  terra  tirinn 
mnv  be  -li-pped  oil',  nil,  hke  Ihe  Island  of  Ichnboe,  Long 
Itlaiid  will  be  wliiffed  ofT  to  Europe  like  a  flash. 
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THE  OREGON  NOTICE  RESOLUTIONS. 


The  president  in  his  annual  messoee  of  December 
1815,  reci)innieiided  to  congress  to  lake  immoduite  mea- 
sures for  noiifvinc  Ilie  B'-iJish  covernmenl  iluu  the  joint 
occupancy  of  Oregon  iJmsl  cease  at  the  expiration  of 
ih  at  twelve  months  notice.  The  subject  was  referred 
by  each  house  to  appropriate  committees,  of  course,  and 
those  committees,  after  duo  dehberation,  each  reported 
projects  to  that  eliecl.  Some  scores  of  substitute  pro- 
jects were,  in  projiress  ol  the  deliaies,  offered  by  indivi- 
dual members.  The  reports  of  the  committees  were 
printed  and  made  the  special  orders  of  the  day.  The 
8ut)ject  was  incidentally  debated  meantime  during  the 
pending  of  almost  every  question  introduced.  No  mai- 
ler what  was  before  the  bitdies,  Oregon  was  always  in 
orileT.  Oq  the  6th  of  January  the  nitice  n.'9oluiion9 
canie  Up  as  the  apeciiU  order  in  the  house — aad  werq 
ihc-e  debated  until  the  7th  of  February,  when,  in  a  very 
qualifii'd  form,  ihty  passed  that  boily,  and  were  sent  to 
ihest-naie.  That  body  has  been  occupied  in  discussing 
them  ever  ?i  'Ce. 

The  plain  fact  is,  that  the  senate  was  not  disposed  to 
take  the  vote  upon  the  Oreeon  notice  untij  they  nscer 
tained  distinctly  what  were  the  views  of  the  president  as 
to  an  adjusinient  of  the  difficulty — wheiliei,  on  the 
one  hand,  he  was,  as  Iho-e  who  professed  to  be 
most  conversant  with  his  views,  asseited  he  was,  deter- 
mined 10  have  "all  of  Oregon — or  none'' — or  whether,  if 
the  Briiish  minister  tlmUiiht  proper  wow  to  accept  ilu 
line  which  our  government  t^ad  so  repeatedly  i;irercd 
them,  he  would  accede,  to  divide  the  terutory  by  the 
49th  parallel. 

A  resolution  asking  the  president  for  any  additional 
correspondence  which  in  his  judgment  might   with  pro- 

firiety  be  communicnicd  to  the  senate,  was  proposed 
Bst  week  by  Mr.  J.  .'\!.  Clayto.v.  The  call  was  stren- 
uou-^ly  objected  lo  liy  -Mr.  Al.LE.\,  chairman  of  ihecom- 
mitite  on  foreign  rfi.iiions.  Mr.  Clayton  consented  to 
let  the  subject  lay  for  a  few  days,  but  insisted  that  be- 
fore the  vote  upon  the  notice  resolutions  was  taken,  the 
senate  ought  to  have  all  such  information  before  them 
A  proposi'ion  fir  deferring  the  vote  on  the  notice  to  a 
future  day  was  suggi^sted.  Inf 'fin^illy,  it  seems  to  be 
understood  that  the  debate  migUt  progress,  leisurely. 

On  Wednesday  the  8ih  Mr.  Clayton  pressed  his  re- 
aoluiion  in  the  senate,  calling  upon  the  president  for 
such  information  in  his  possession,  as  he  mighi  deem 
prutient  to  cummunioaie  in  relatinn  lo  ihtt  Oregon  nego- 
tiaiion.  Mr.  Allen  again  strenuously  opposed  the  call, 
and  replied  I"  the  remark?,  that  ie,  Mr.  A.  had  made  a 
Bimilat  call  upon  Mr.  Tyler,  whilst  president.  The  tenor 
of  his  remarks  called  up  Mr.  Calhodn,  in  vindication 
of  Mr.  Tyler's  cabinet,  of  h  hieh  he  was  then  a  member. 
The  subject  was  laid  over  for  ilie  day. 

On  Thursday  the  debate  for  the  call  w-as  renewed 
with  increased  animation  between  Mr.  Clayton  and 
Mr.  Alle.v.     Mr.  Calhoun  advocated  the  call. 

It  is  desireable,  n-*  doubt  with  some,  lo  ascertain 
how  the  Briti.sh  ministry  would  treat  the  rejection  of  ar- 
bitration— the  passage  by  the  house  of  the  notice  reso 
lutons— and  whether  propositions  to  accede  to  the  49° 
would  no\v  be  acceded  to  by  them. 

We  have  only  lo  repeat  our  full  conviction,  that, 
whatever  the  views  of  the  president  may  be,  a  large 
majority  of  the  United  Slates  senate  are  decidedly  in 
favor  of  settling  the  difficuliy  by  the  line  of  ilie  4'Jih  pa 
rallel, — if  Great  Britain  will  doso — and  whetheror  not, 
to  terminate  the  joint  occupancy  at  all  event-,  wiih 
an  expression  of  their  disposition  to  preserve  harmony — 
be  the  issue  what  it  may. 

a  northeast  i.nterlcde. 

During  the  present  week,  however,  an  interlude  has 
been  in'rodnced  by  way  of  relieving  ihe  monotony. — 
On  Monday  and  Tuesday,  Mr.  Webster  addressed  the 
aeiiaie  in  vindication  of  himself  and  of  the  treaty  of 
Washington,  from  various  charges  which  had  been 
m.ide  against  boih.  On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  .Mr, 
DiCKt.vsON,  senator  (rum  New  York,  had  the  floor  in 
reply.  On  Thursday  the  theme  was  introduced  in  the 
house  by  C  J.  Ingersoll,  who  had  been  handled  with- 
out gloves  by  .Mr.  Webster.  An  exciting  scene  now  fol- 
lowed. Oregon  and  Great  Britain  were  forgotten  for  the 
day  and  the  war  was  removed  to  the  northeastern  b'jun- 
dary,  McLeod,  and  the  Caroline  aliair.  iMr.  Ingersoll, 
is  chairman  of  the  h.use  comniiiiee  on  foreign  affairs. 
Instead  i.f  aticinptiiig  toduleod  himself  from  .Mr.  W.b 
filer's  blows,  he  renewed  ins  attack  in  another  dnecuon, 
by  proposioi:  a  call  upon  the  department  of  state  for  a 
report  ot  the  disposiion  of  the  secret  service  fund,  dur- 
ing the  period  iii.it  .Mr.  Webster  was  secretary  of  slate, 
accusing  him  of  being  guilty  of  malversation,  con  op 
lion,  delioqut^m  y,  and  misdemeanor,  a  conviction  of 
which  would  remove  him  from  his  seal  in  the  senate 
and  dif quality  him  bom  holding  office.  This  of  course 
produced  a  scene  in  the  house.  Amidst  the  uproar  Mr. 
VirqTON  suagesled  that  the  resoluiions  should  lake  the 
usual  course  in  cases  of  implication  of  character,  lay 
over  for  a  day,  and  be  taken  up  in  order.  The  previous 
:  question  was  asked  for  and  reiused,  ayes  53,  noes  75. — 
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Mr.  Duo.MisooLE  now  ttxik  the  floor,  exonerated  the 
whii:  party  from  the  char^'es  involved,  or  the  r»'spons|. 
biliiy  for  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Webster,  whatever  it  may 
have  been.  Mr.  Dromgoole  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks denounced  the  adminisiraiioii  of  John  Tyler  as 
the  most  corrupt  of  any  since  the  formation  of  the  go- 
vernment. This  called  up  Mr.  Bayly,  in  defence  of 
.Mr.  Tyler,  to  whom  he  maintainej,  die  democratic  par- 
ty were  indebted  lor  his  veto  of  the  Uiiiied  States  Bank, 
and  the  consequent  iriumph  of  ilie  sub  treasury.  He 
proccc -led  lo  [live  reations  why  the  informatioTi  sought 
by  the  resoluiion  would  not  be  obiaiued.  Mr.  Hilliard, 
without  pretending  to  say  that  Mr.  Webster  was  with, 
out  his  faults,  made  an  eloquent  appeal  in  hi^  favor  as  a 
sialosinan  "f  high  standing.  Mr.  Wlmtiirop  demanded, 
if  these  insinunti  >ns  were  true,  why  they  had  so  long 
b«en  suppressed?  He  wan  exceedmaly  severe  upon 
;U  .  Ingersoll.  Mr.  Holmes  opposed  the  resoluiions 
upon  principle,  and  argued  that  a  precedent  of  this  kind, 
exposing  ihe  use  made  of  secret  service  money,  would 
be  attended  by  most  disasirons  consequences.  J.  Q. 
Adams  maintained  thai  Mr.  Webster  wnis  not  now  re- 
sponsible lo  the  house  for  bis  acts  as  secretary  of  stale. 
The  secret  service  fund  svas  always  at  Ihe  disposal  of 
the  president,  and  if  any  body  was  to  be  impeached  it 
was  .lohn  Tyler,  and  not  Mr.  Webster.  Mr.  Yakuey 
compared  Mr.  Websler  lo  a  mud-lurile,  and  said  he  had 
disgraced  himself  by  his  recent  speech  in  tho  senate. — 
He  also  look  a  pass  at  Mr.  Hilliard,  for  undertaking  to 
defend  hint.  Mr.  Hilliard  replied,  and  asserted  that  in 
Euiope  Mr.  Webster  was  considered  as  next  to  Wash, 
inglon.  This  remark  occasioned  a  loud  hiss.  Mr.  H. 
said  that  those  who  had  the  audacity  thus  to  attempt  lo 
suppress  the  free  expression  of  opinion,  could  not  suc- 
ceed. After  further  discussion  the  previous  quesliun 
was  called,  and  sustained,  and  the  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed, yeas  136,  nays  23. 

Orecson  DEBATE.  The  ediior  of  the  N  Y.  Courier  dcs 
Etais,  remarks  on  the  Oregon  debate;  ''There  results 
from  this  long  debate  two  facts,  which  are  now  cquall> 
evident,  equally  imposing.  The  first  is,  that  (he  pariizrins 
of  compromise  have  a  large  majoriiy  in  the  senate.  The 
second  IS,  that  ihe  compromise  cannot  go  below  the  fi)riy 
ninth  degree.  The  declaraiion  made  by  Mr.  Webster 
on  this  suliject,  in  the  name  of  the  parly,  will  produce  a 
profound  sensalion  in  England,  whither  his  speech  has 
been  f)rwarded  from  Boston,  by  the  sieamer  of  the  lirsl, 
and  with  this  declaration  befire  it,  llio  Cabinet  of  St. 
James,  we  cannot  duubt,  will  feel  that  it  must  accepi 
this  uliinialiiin,or  prepare  for  an  inevitable  war.  There 
can  be  no  more  withdrawal,  na  more  hesitating;  that  will 
be  lelt,  and  a  single  phrase  will  have  done  more  than  a 
whole  year's  negotiation  and  protocols,  to  lead  lo  a  de- 
nouement." 


FOREIGN. 


Arrival  ofihe  packet  ship  Northumberland,  has  furnish 
ed  us  with  London  datt-s  to  the  Sth  ult.,  four  days  later 
than  by  the  last  steamer.  The  correspondence  in  which 
arbitration  was  rejecied,  had  reached  England  byway 
of  Havre.  The  comments  of  the  London  press  are 
warlike.  The  CAronicfe (ministerial) — repeals  ihai  Eng- 
land will  take  nothing  short  of  the  Columbia  river  as 
the  buuniiary,  and  thai  the  United  Slates  must  not  pie- 
sume  upon  her  unwillingness  to  engage  in  a  war. 

The  steamer  Unicom^  it  had  been  staled  was  to  leave 
Liverpool  on  the  19th  ult.,  but  belonging  to  no  hoe, 
probably  deferred  her  departure,  or  she  vvould  have  ar- 
rived. The  steamer  whioh  left  on  the  4ih  instant,  will 
probably  bring  communications  from  Mr.  McLane, 
which  will  give  a  decided  complexion  to  afliiirs. 

No  mention  is  made  of  the  pilot  boat  Romer — if  freigh- 
ed  at  SIOO  per  day,  as  was  stated,  she  will  be  rather  a 
costly  express. 

The  London  Tunes,  of  llie  6th  ult.,  parades  ihe  follow- 
ing retraxit  of  one  of^  ihe  ministerial  journals  that  had 
been  loudest  in  contradKting  and  denouncing  the  ariicle 
in  the  Times  of  the  3rd  Dec,  announcing  that  the  cabi- 
net iiad  decided  to  propose  a  repeal  of  Ihe  corn  lawc; — 

*'On  the  evening  preceding  thai  announcement  of  7'Ac 
Times,  which  we  contradicit  d  by  authority,  (being  in- 
structed unconsciously  on  our  part)  lo  "tell  a  fie  in  tfie 
vvdrds  iif  truth,"  an  insult  and  an  Injury  which  we  must 
j  ever  remember,  on  the  evening  of  iIk-  3d  ol  Diceniher 
j  letters  we;e,  we  know,  despatched  i"  public  men  ol  in- 
fluence in  the  United  Slates,  by  officers  of  liie  govern- 
!  ment,  making  aim  luiicemenis  similar  to  that  made  by 
Tilt  Times  of  the  Jih.  We  have  indeed,  now  liiilc  doubt 
that  the  article  of  T/ie  Times  proceeded  directly  from  the 
treasury,  and  that  the  lals.j  part  of  it,  the  allrged  deci- 
sion of  the  cabinet,  was  thrown  in  with  a  view  to  Ame- 
rican use.'' 

Oregon.  The  Vniud  Service  Gazette,  of  March 
7th,  contains  an  article  of  some  asperity,  in  reluhon  to 
the  rejection  of  arbitration  and  the  eagerness  of  the  war 


parly  in  France  and  America  lo  "whet  their  knives  and 
shed  Iho  blood  of  Englishmen,  f  ai  wo  feel  confident 
they  will  find  themselves  deeply  involved  in  error  aa 
ihey  proceed."  "The  United  Stales  iniend  givine  ihii 
notice  to  flngland,  hul  nur  counlryineu  arc  not  exactly 
the  sort  oJ  people  to  quit  Ihcir  undoubted  properly,  ba- 
cause  ihe  Americans  have  warned  them,  without  hav- 
ing a  brush  for  it;  and  acts  of  aggression,  if  loleraied, 
must  lead  lo  just  retaliation." 

"The  Americans  have  refused  all  mediation  or  inter- 
('■fence  Ihjio  m  ulral  powers,  their  pason  is  maiHv  fjlind' 
e.l  in  favor  of  dominion  ami  slaughter,  while  r!ni!laiid 
has  tinietly  desired  the  continuance  of  peace,  though 
equally  us  quietly  inaUing  preparaiions  fr  offence  and 
defence.  Afier  ail.  wn  still  mainiam  there  will  lie  no 
fighling—tUe  bonds  of  commerce  cannot  be  so  easily 
broken — the  invidioits  schemes  upon  the  Hudson's  Ray 
Company  and  ihe  fur  trade  must  spefcdily  be  checked, 
if  not  by  force  of  arms,  yei  by  the  want  o'  money.— 
America  caiinn  nffird  to  fight— they  have  no  Ameri- 
can Rothschild  to  fall  bauk  upon— their  wealth  re»l» 
principally  on  their  industry,  and  if  they  cramp  the  en- 
ergies of  iheir  own  hands  it  will  bo  a  deiermined  suici- 
dal act.  We  do  not  say  this  bv  way  i  f  taunt,  but  in 
pity  that  men,  who  are  constantly  preaching  lihernliiy 
and  friendship,  should  be  induced  to  practice  ambition 
and  wrong.  England  is  doubly  armed  in  her  honesty 
and  strength,  and  if  forced  into  war  her  quarrel  is  a 
just  one.  Ani'.'iica  is  indulging  in  thi  pride  and  avu- 
rice  that  makes  man  a  wplf  :o  man.  Come  what  may, 
however,  our  countrymell  mey  rely  upon  it  that  old  Eng- 
land will  he  found  ready  lor  action." 

Other  London  journals  discourse  in  a  very  similar 
key. 

Corn  laws.— London.  Marrh  8,  Sir  Robert  Peel  hav- 
ing  moved  to  admit  maize,  (Indian  corn,)  buckwheat, 
and  rice,  at  once,  duly  free,  the  motion  was  agreed  to  by 
the  lioii...e  of  commons. 

Cotton.— London,  March  6.  Sales  5.000  bales,  at  form- 
er prices. 

Flour.— London,  March  6.  Canada  flour  in  demand 
—prices  6j.  hijlmr.     American  26  a  27s.  per  hbl. 

Money  market  .No  man  rial  change  from  the  4ih,  un- 
til ihe  eviiing  of  the  7ih,  when  a  rumor,  thai  a  m'.«age 
from  ihc  Queen  v^ouid  be  sent  to  parliament  in  relation  to 
affairs  with  the  United  Statcf,  h«a  a  decidedly  depreasine 
niHiunce. 

Ireland.  A  bill  roerciveand  severe,  intended  for  the 
suppression  of  disturbances  in  this  unhappy  island,  was 
progressing  through  parliament.  Earl  Grev's  proposiiinQ 
to  reduce  the  penalties  far  the  offence,  nf  beiiiE  out  nfier 
nighi  in  a  proclamated  district,  from  l^  years  iniprison- 
ment,  lo  one  year,  was  neiraiived.  O'Connell  deii'iunces 
the  bill  accordingly,  and  hurrahs  for  "repeal  "  An  earn- 
est call  upon  delinquents  to  pay  up  arrear  ges  of  iha 
"rini,"  was  issued  by  the  Agitator,  and  pointed  lo  by  his 
opponents  as  consoling,  in  view  of  the  apprehended  fa- 
mine. 

Poland.  A  serious  rebellion  has  broken  nui,  insiieaied 
by  the  apprehension  "fa  famine.  An  Austrian  command- 
er and  hirces  ai  Cracow  were  driven  out  of  liial  place, 
and  disafl'cciion  was  spreading  fearfully. 

India. —  7'/ie  Sihks  are  likely  lo  be  '*uply  customers' 
to  the  East  India  company.  They  were  defeated  in  Ihe 
sanffiiinary  haiiles  of  Deeember  last,  and  driven  across 
th  Sutlej,  bui  they  wont  stay  defeated.  Maintaining 
iheir  bridge  ol  boats,  Ihey  attain  invaded  ilie  Brinsh  side 
of  thatriv.  r.foriihcd  ihemseives,  and  withstood  a  power- 
ful attack  from  the  British  army,  under  General  Smiih  — 
Seven  dajs  afier  this  engi'gement  they  re-crossed,  and 
moving  a  few  miles  up,  once  more  re-crossed,  and  have 
again  firtified  themselves  on  the  British  side.  It  is  said 
that  they  have  now  70.0110  men,  and  a  train  of  100  pieces 
01  h>  avy  ariillery.  The  Briiish  army,  including  natives, 
numbered  42, l80.  Some  disafteciion  amonnst  the  n:,;iv9 
forces  IS  alluded  lo,  and  evidently  dreaded.  Some  of 
iheni  in  the  last  mentioned  engagement,  threw  down 
their  ornis  ond  fled.  There  are  said  lo  be,  at  present, 
only  1,350  European  cavalry,  and  6,750  European  in- 
fantry. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


executive  journal. 
app01.stmest5  bv  the  president. 
By  and  u-ilh  the  advice  and  consent  of  Ihe  Senate. 
Frederick  B.   Wells,   of  New  Hampshire,   to  bo 
consul  for  the  island  of  Bermuda,  in  the  place  of  Al- 
exander J   Bergen,  resigned,  who  was  appointed  du- 
rinj;  the  recess  of  the  senate,  yice  Wm.  T.  Tucker, 
recalled. 

Henrj  B.  Humphrey,  of  Massachusetts,  lo  be  con- 
sul for  Ihe  port  of  Alexandria,  in  Egypt,  vice  .Alex- 
ander Todd,  recalled. 
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Samuel  Haight,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul  for  the 
Azores,  or  Western  Islands,  »ice  C.  W.  Dabnej,  re- 
called. 

John  T.  Pickett,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  consul  for 
Turks  Island,  vice  Abraham  Morrell,  recalled,  who 
was  appointed  in  the  last  lecess  of  the  senate,  vice 
John  Arthur,  recalled. 

William  Nelson,  to  be  consul  for  port  of  Panama, 
in  New  Granada,  vice  Jeremiah  A.  Townsend,  re- 
called. 

M.  Hollander,  to  be  consul  for  the  port  of  Sedan, 
in  France,  vice  Thomas  Hulme,  jr..  deceased. 

Alexander  Newman,  to  be  deputy  postmaster  at 
Wheeling,  Va.,  vice  J-  B.  B  Hale,  appointed  during 
last  recess  of  the  senate,  who  has  resigned. 

William  Nelson,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs  for 
the  district,  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  port 
of  Yorktown,  Va.,  bis  former  commission  having 
expired. 

VVilllara  PatlerJOD,  to  be  collector,  &c.,  for  the 
port  of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  vice  Elias  H.  Haines,  whose 
commission  has  expired. 

James  E.  Gibble,  to  be  collector  of  customs  for 
the  district,  and  inspector  of  revenue,  for  the  port  of 
Beaufort,  N.  Carolina. 

William  Gray,  to  be  surveyor,  &c.,  for  the  port  of 
Port  Royal,  Va. 

Joseph  Sibley,  to  be  collector,  &c.,  for  the  district 
of  Genesee,  and  in.spector,  &c.,  for  the  port  of  Ro- 
chester, New  York,  vice  Lyoian  B.  Langworthy,  re- 
moved. 

John  D.  Howard,  to  be  naval  officer  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Saleiii  and  Beverly,  Massachusetts,  vice 
Abraham  True,  whose  commission  expiree  on  12th 
April,  1846. 

John  Dougherty,  to  be  chief  engineer  in  the  U  S. 
revenue  service,  vice  Thonias  W.  Farron,  resigned. 

James  IMi  Guire,  surveyor,  &c.,  at  Alexandria.  D- 
C,  vice  Benjamin  T.  Feudal!,  whose  commission  ha-< 
•xpired. 

John  S.  Sheppard,  to  be  surveyor,  &c.,  fur  the 
port  of  Windbor,  N.  Carolina,  vice  iVlarcus  C.  Ryan, 
deceased. 

Thomas  Addison,  to  be  surveyor,  &c.,  for  the  port 
of  Madisonville,  Louisiana,  vice  Matthew  Dick^, 
whose  commission  has  expired. 

Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  lo  be  surveyor,  &c.,  for  the 
district  of  Salem  and  Beverly,  Mass.,  vice  Nebemi- 
ah  Brown,  removed. 

James  N.  Nichols,  to  be  collector,  &c.,  for  the 
port  of  Perth  Ainboy,  New  Jersey,  vice  Solomon 
Andrews,  removed. 

Patrick  Collins,  to  be  surveyor,  &c.,  for  the  port 
oi  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  vice  Isaiah  Wing,  removed 

Philip  Pouilney,  to  be  appraiser  of  merchandise 
for  the  port  of  Baltimore,  from  and  after  the  Ist  of 
May,  1846,  vice  William  Dickinson,  resigned. 

THE   HATIOKAL    FAIR    AT    THE     CITT    OF    WASHINGTON, 
IN   MAT    NEXT. 

Circular. — Many  persons  friendly  to  the  perma- 
nency of  the  present  protective  system,  and  others, 
who,  without  being  committed  lo  support,  desire  in- 
;  formation  in  reference  to  its  effects,  have  suggested 
the  importance  of  procuring  an  exhibition  of  Ame- 
rican manufacturing  and  mechanical  products  to  be 
made  at  the  seat  of  government  at  as  early  a  period, 
during  the  present  spring,  as  the  opportunities  for 
accomplishing  such  a  project  might  allow.  It  i.s 
believed  that  an  exhibition,  embracing  specimens  of 
every  kind  of  handicraft  or  manuracturiog  skill  em- 
it ployed  in  the  nation,  or  al  least  all  such  specimens 
as  niay  be  conveniently  procured  for  the  occasion, 
J  together  with  the  prices  at  which  they  may  bo  pur 
chased,  and  the  names  of  those  by  whom  they  are 
fabricated,  would  embody,  in  an  impressive  form,  a 
mass  of  useful  facts  which  could  not  fail  to  be  ap- 
preciated as  they  desire  by  the  public  authorities  up. 
on  whom  rests  the  responsibility  of  sustainini:;  the 
i.  prosperity  of  the  great  interests  connected  with  this 
subject;  and  that  such  facts  collected  from  the  daily 
transactions  of  the  people,  authenticated  by  the  per- 
sonal examinations  of  all  who  choose  to  inspect 
tlieiij,  would  furnish  incontrovertible  arguments  in 
favor  of  that  industry  which  so  greatly  honors  as 
well  as  enriches  the  mechanics  of  America. 
I  A  recommendation  of  a  siniibr  exhibition  by  the 
National  Inslilute  two  years  ago  met  with  a  high  de 
gree  of  favor  from  the  public  at  that  period;  and  the 
success  of  such  »u  effort  now  may,  it  if  hoped,  lead 
lo  its  regular  adoption  hereafter,  as  a  means  of  pre 
•entiiig  at  suuuble  intervals  a  visible  dunionstralion 
ol  the  advance  of  the  country  in  those  arts  upon 
which  its  prosperity  so  greatly  depends. 

At  a  consultation  recently  hold  by  many  members 
of  the  present  congress — n'lillcinen  of  both  political 
parties — the  proposition  ut  inventing  such  an  exhibi- 
tion aii  we  have  referred  to  was  cun.'iidareil  and 
adopted,  as  an  enterprise  of  eminent  utility  at  this 
time,  and    with  a  confidence   thiit  it   would   find  a 


hearty  assent  from  the  friends  of  national  industry 
throughout  the  whole  Union.  To  give  efficacy  to 
this  proposition  they  have  nominated  the  undersigned 
as  a  general  committee  of  superintendence,  and  have 
charged  them  with  the  duty  of  presenting  the  subject 
to  the  country  at  large,  of  inviting  the  aid  of  the 
friends  of  national  industry  to  the  scheme,  and  of 
making  such  preparations  as  may  be  necessary  to 
render  the  exhibition  as  full  and  as  effective  as  the 
time  allowed  will  permit. 

Thus  summoned  to  this  labor  from  a  source  so  am- 
ply entitled  to  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  na- 
tion, and  fully  ooncuiring  in  the  importance  attached 
to  the  subject,  the  undersigned  liave  not  hesitated  to 
j  comply  v.ith  the  wishes  of  those  by  wnom  they  have 
been  put  in  requisition,  and  promptly  to  enter  upon 
the  duties  consigned  lo  them.  In  the  performance 
of  these  duties  they  invoke  the  earnest  co-operation 
of  all  who  may  have  anythini;  to  contribute  lo  the 
proposed  exhibition,  hoping  that  this  invitation  will 
be  answered  in  such  a  manner  as  shall  enable  the 
committee  to  present  such  a  display  of  the  work  of 
our  artizans  as  shall  adequately  attest  the  great  skill 
and  perfection  to  which  our  country  has  attained  in 
manufacturing  and  mechanical  art. 

The  committee  propose  that  the  exhibition  shall 
be  opened  at  Washington  on  the  30th  day  of  May 
next  previous  lo  which  date  ample  provision  will  be 
made  for  the  reception,  security,  and  suitable  dispo- 
sition of  all  specimens  which  may  be  sent  to  their 
care. 

They  invite  the  transmission  of  specimens  of  every 
kind  of  manufacture  and  handicraft  known  to  the 
artizans  of  the  United  States,  and  desire  that  the 
pi  ice  as  well  as  the  maker's  na.ne  he  furnished  with 
each  article  intended  for  exhibition,  CoinmiUe''s 
will  be  appointed  for  thg  superintendence  and  ar- 
rangement and  preseivation  of  all  parcels  sent  to  the 
exhibition  rooms. 

The  rooms  will  be  ready  to  receive  articles  for 
exhibition  from  and  after  Ihe  1st  day  of  May.  The 
exhibition  will  be  kept  open  not  less  than  two  weeks 

Owners  of  parcels  exhibited  during  the  exhibiliun 
will,  unless  directions  to  the  contrary  be  given,  be 
expected  lo  allow  the  sale  of  such  parcels  at  the 
prices  marked,  to  be  delivered  at  the  close  of  the  ex 
hibilion. 

Ail  goods  intended  for  exhibition  can  be  directed 
lo  Mr.  David  A.  Hall,  secretary  of  the  committee, 
who  will  see  to  their  safe-keeping,  and  attend  to 
their  being  repacked  after  the  close  of  the  exhibi 
lion. 

In  case  of  a  sale  of  them,  the  money  will  be  duly 
Iransmitled. 

As  there  will  be  many  goods  undisposed  of  which 
the  proprietors  may  not  desire  to  have  returned,  and 
prefer  to  have  sold  for  their  benefit,  the  committee 
will  cause  a  sale  at  auction  of  such  articles  as  the 
owners  may  desire  to  have  so  disposed  of. 

Motive  power  will  he  furnished  at  the  exhibition 
rooms  for  sjch  machinery  as  may  require  it. 

As  the  committee  can  only  give  this  general  invi- 
tation to  the  manufacturers  and  artizans  of  the  coun- 
try, each  one  will  be  pleased  to  consider  it  addressed 
to  himself  individually. 

Editors  of  papers  throughout  the  country  friendly 
lo  the  object  are  respectfully  requested  to  give  this 
circular  a  few  insertions. 

William  W.  Seaton,  Thomas  P.  Jones,  John  W. 
Maury,  David  A.  Hall,  W.  A.  Bradley,  R.  C. 
Weightman,  Thomas  Blagden,  WiMiam  Easby,  John 
F.  Callan,  Washington;  James  Lyons,  Richmond, 
Virginia;  J.  P.  Kennedy,  John  Wethered,  O.  C.  Tif- 
fany, Baltimore,  Md. 

March  28,  1816. 


THE    AMAZON     RIVEH     NAVIGABLE    NEARLY    TO    QUITO. 

Extract  of  a  letter  received  by  Samuel  Sweetzer, 
esq.,  consul  of  the  republic  of  Equador,  dated — 

"Quilo,  Jlpril22th,  1845 — Yesterday  there  arrived 
in  this  capital,  a  young  gentleman,  an  American,  of 
Philadelphia,  by  the  name  of  John  S.  Klaiisse,  from 
Lima,  (left  16th  September  last,)  via  the  head  wa- 
ters of  the  Amazon  or  Maranon,  as  the  Spaniards 
call  it.  A  very  interesting,  and  1  may  add,  impor- 
tanl  voyage,  for  he  assures  us  that  their  rivers  are, 
or  can  be  made  navigable,  and  abound  with  cocoa, 
collee,  cotton,  rice,  cloves,  cinnamon,  balsams,  and 
valuable  woods  of  all  kinds;  and  that  there  have 
arrived  four  steamboats  in  the  river,  and  thai  he  was 
actually  on  board  of  two  of  them.  What  an  iinpor 
tant  Ihiiig  for  the  Equador,  that  within  three  days 
ride  of  Quito,  you  may  embark  in  an  American 
stcaniboal  for  any  part  of  the  world." 

STt.iMsiiirs  TO  Europe. — .Mr.  Uilliard,  chairman 
of  tlic  committee  on  Ihc  post  office  and  post  roads, 
has  submitted  to  the  house  of  representatives,  a 
highly  iutcrcsling  report  on  the  subject  "f  the  eatab- 1 


l<shmentof  an  Atlantic  line  of  mail  steamers.  The 
committee  approve  of  the  selection  of  Bremen  by 
the  postmaster  general  as.a  termination  of  the  line, 
and  think  that  the  choice  of  Cowes,  in  England,  as 
a  touching  point,  is  equally  fortunate,  as  it  is  the  only 
j  accessible  and  safe  port  on  that  part  of  the  British 
I  coast.  Besides,  by  touching  there  a  direct  and  rapid 
I  communication  will  be  secured  both  with  England 
and  France.  London  may  be  reached  in  three  hours, 
and  Havre  in  less  than  nine.     The  report  adds: 

While  from  that  point,  [Cowes,]  mails  can  be  des- 
patched in  so  short  a  time  to  the  great  emporium  of 
British  commerce,  and  to  France  and  Belgium,  they 
might  also  be  forwarded  to  Spaii  and  Portugal.  At 
Bretiien  the  mails  fur  Germany  are  to  be  disem- 
barked, and  they  will  be  rapiuly  spread  overland 
through  the  neighboring  kingdoms  and  stales  of  that 
populous  region,  by  means  of  railroads  extending  in 
various  directions. 

Starting  upon  their  return  from  the  most  central 
port  of  commercial  Europe,  the  steamships  of  the 
United  States  would  receive  there  the  letters  and 
other  communications  of  the  people  north  of  the 
Rhine  and  the  Rhone,  destined  for  this  country, 
while  at  Cowes  they  would  lake  in  letters,  pamph- 
lets and  other  publications  from  England  and  France, 
intended  for  distribution  here. 

It  will  thus  be  perceived,  that  while  even  perfect 
communication  is  secured  with  England  and  France, 
Germany  and  other  parts  of  Europe-  are  reached 
with  the  least  possible  delay.  These  important  ad- 
vantages are  secured  at  comparatively  l.ttle  expense. 
By  reference  to  the  letters  from  the  postmaster  gen- 
eral, and  the  documents  which  accompany  it,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  lowest  bid  which  mat  officer  re- 
ceived for  carrying  the  mails  to  England  was  §385,- 
UUD,  while  the  expense  of  sending  them  to  Fiance 
would  have  been  $3UU,UII0,  and  to  Germany  §40J,- 
001).  The  route  delennined  upon,  while  it  opens  the 
cummunicaliun  with  England  and  France  j'lst  re- 
ferred to,  connects  directly  with  German),  at  an  ex- 
pense of  JJ40U  000  onl) ;  thus  making  the  cost  to  the 
government  §685,000  less  than  would  liave  been  re- 
quired lor  the  service,  if  it  bad  been  contracted  for 
separately. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  line  of  mail 
steamers  butwten  New  York  and  Bremen,  making 
semi-monthly  trips,  and  touching  at  Cowes,  will  al- 
most immediately  sustain  itself,  and,  in  a  short  liuie, 
alter  its  complete  organization,  yield  a  profit  to  the 
post  office  department.  Independent  of  the  advan- 
tage which  it  will  possess  in  securing  the  entire  of 
Germany  and  of  the  north  of  Europe,  which  contains 
a  population  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions,  it 
will  also  receive  the  Asiatic  mail,  which,  upon  the 
completion  of  the  continuous  railroad  under  contract 
connecting  that  port  with  the  Adriatic  sea,  can  be 
disembarked  at  Trieste,  and  sent  overland  to  Bre- 
men in  six  hours.  A  large  proportion  of  the  emi- 
grants to  this  country  come  from  Germany;  and  it  is 
assumed  as  a  fact  that  they  would  find  in  this  direct 
and  rapid  transmission  of  mails  a  sufficient  motive 
for  keeping  up  a  correspondence  with  their  friends. 
From  1832  lo  1846  no  less  ihan  181,819  emigrants 
embarked  from  Bremen  lor  the  United  Stales.  The 
emigration  from  Bremen,  compared  wiin  that  from 
other  ports  of  Ihe  North  sea,  is  immense.  In  1845, 
the  number  of  emigrants  from  Hamburg,  was  2,600; 
from  Rotterdam,  about  3,UU0;  from  Amsterdam,  1,- 
600;  from  Aitweip,  5,041;  and  Irom  Bremen,  31,016. 
Taking  it  lor  grauted  that  the  amount  of  correspon- 
dence will  bear  some  ratio  to  the  number  of  emi- 
grants, Bremen  is  shown  to  possess  advantages  as  a 
point  of  communication  which  arc  nut  to  be  luuud  ia 
utber  ports. 

Snags.    The   work  done  by  the  United  States'  snog 

buuis  in  the  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  rivers,  uuriny  the 

moiiih  ui  January  lust,  is  as  .'oliows: 

By  tfie  JitrcultSj  {ImUt)  in  the  Mississippi — Abram  jfV«<wi, 

jnaster. 

Snags  raised  and  rciiiuvcd  197 

Lu>;s,  &.1-  ,  Iroiii  shoies  and  bars  423 

Impendina  liees  lelled  3,Uii7 

Tolul  3,627 

Bi)   the  Dragon,  (light  draught.)  in  the  Mississippi — Jo- 
seplt  Pierce,  Jr.,  muster. 
Stiags  raised  and  removed  1-15 

Lo.,s,  &c.,  from  shores  and  bars  402 

Impending  trees  lelled  2,161 

Total  2,6a  1 
By  the  Gopher,  flight  draiiglU,)  in  the  Arl<ansas—L.  B. 
Dunham,  muster. 

Snags  raised  and  lemuved  309 

Logs,  &c.,  from  shores  and  bars  714 

Slumps  and  roots  blasted  19 

Impending  trees  lelled  396 


Total 
Aggregate  of  obsiruc  lions  removed 


1,438 
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NAVY    ESTIMATES. 

The  following  is  a  ropy  of  the  estimates  for  the 
increase  of  the  navy,  to  which  reference  has  recent 
Jy  been  made  in  buth  houses  of  cont;res9.  This  do 
cument  was  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
and  by  hioi  transmitted  to  the  committee  on  naval 
aS'airs: 

.Vdny  deparlmeiil,  Washington  Dec.  30,  1845. 

Sir — We  have  liie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  committee  on 
naval  aH'airs  of  the  house  of  representatives,  dated 
19tli  December,  1845,  which  you  transmitted  to  iis, 
and,  in  comfiliance  \vith  your  endorsement,  present 
the  following  consideralions  for  your  suggestion: 

"The  present  slate  of  the  country,"  to  which  the 
committee  allude,  as  a  reason  for  proposing  an  in- 
crease of  the  naval  force,  is  supposed  to  refer  more 
especially  to  our  relations  with  Great  Britain,  and 
to  the  contingency  of  a  war  with  that  power. 

The  possession  of  convenient  and  stronglydefended 
ports  in  Nova  Scotia. New  Brunswick,  Bermuda,  Ja- 
maica, with  others  of  less  importance  in  the  Baha- 
mas, from  which  supplies  may  be  readily  drawn, 
where  armanieiits  may  be  organized,  placu  it  in  the 
power  of  Great  Briiaiii  to  use  her  extensive  naval 
means  with  great  facility,  against  the  Atlantic  and 
Gulf  coa-ts  of  the  United  Stales. 

It  is  not  in  our  power  to  prepare  a  sufficient  force 
to  contend  directly  »  ith  the  navy  of  Great  Britain 
on  the  oceaan,  in  fleets  or  squadrons,  nor  to  protect 
our  commerce  by  adequate  convoys.         •         • 

The  principal  defence  of  our  cities  belongs  the 
land  batteries,  wherever  those  batteries  can  com- 
mand the  passages  to  the  cities,  and  keep  the  uh-  \ 
sailing  force  for  a  proper  length  of  time  under  their 
fire. 

There  are  few  positions,  however,  where  mo- 
veable baiteries  may  not  be  used  in  connection  wilh 
those  on  laiul,  to  great  advantage,  and  in  many  cases 
such  auxiliary  force  would  be  indispensable.  It  is 
suggested,  therefore,  that  a  class  of  stesmers  should 
be  provided  tliat  should  be  able  to  mount  two  heavy 
guns,  carrying  about  ten  dajs' fuel,  and  have  the 
qualities  to  ensure  their  safe  navigation  along  our 
coasts. 

These  vessels  could  be  dislribuled  for  the  general 
servi.  e  from  Maine  to  the  Chesapeake  on  the  At- 
lantic, or  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  upon  the  lakes, 
and  to  be  able  at  all  times  to  concentrate  or  transfer 
from  one  point  to  another,  as  circumstances  mi^ht 
render  advisable.  Another  class  of  coast  steamers 
would  be  required  Inr  the  proleclion  ol  the  coasts 
and  ciiies  wlneh  lie  on  the  sounds  and  rivers  which 
lie  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  south  of  the  Chesapeake, 
and  on  some  portion  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  These 
should  be  calculated  expressly  for  the  navigation  of 
those  shallow  w.iters,  but  able  to  carry  one  heavy 
gun,  and  with  all  the  other  advantages  which  could 
be  given,  with  the  limited  draft  of  water  necessary 
for  the  Iree  and  safe  navigation  of  the  interior  wa- 
ters on  which  they  are  lo  operate.  The  number 
which  we  would  propose  for  these  two  classes,  is 
one  of  the  larger  class,  for  lakes  .Vlichigan  and  Hu 
ion,  ami  twenty-seven  for  Ihe  Atlantic  coast,  and 
twelve  of  the  smaller  class  for  the  southern  coast, 
besides  those  which  are  now  available. 

The  existing  convention  with  Great  Britain  would 
prevent  a  greater  increase  on  the  lakes  than  is  now 
proposed;  but  the  (act  that  there  are  many  private 
steamers  on  the  Idkes  which  could  be  speedily  arm- 
ed in  case  of  neeil,  renders,  in  our  opinion,  no  far- 
ther increase  of  vessels  necessary  to  secure  our  in- 
terests in  that  quarler.  Supplies  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores,  should,  however,  be  lodged  at  dif- 
ferent ports,  ready  for  use. 

To  enable  us  to  annoy  the  commerce  of  Great 
Britain, or  to  otherwise  operate  to  her  injury  througii 
naval  means,  we  would  recommend  the  number  ol 
sea  steamers,  like  the  Mississippi,  but  rather  enlarg- 
ed, should  be  increased  lo  five;  thai  our  liigales 
should  be  increased  lo  thirly,  and  our  sloops  of  war 
to  forly.  Ii  IS  also  deemed  advisable  that  five  of  the 
frigates  and  six  of  the  sloops  should  be  fi  ted  with 
such  steam  arrangements  as  may  be  best  adapted  lo 
use  in  aid  of  sails,  witboul  materially  uSecling  their 
qualities  as  sailing  vessels. 

We  are  aware  that  the  attempt  lo  combine  sails 
and  steam  advantageously,  has  only  met  with  partial 
success;  but  it  is  believed  that  enough  has  been  ac- 
complished to  Justify  the  adoption  ol  Ihe  nudes  w  hich 
are  most  approved  on  a  few  vessels,  whilst  the  re 
maining  number  of  those  proposerl  lo  be  added  to 
our  force  may  be  arranged  for  sails  only,  until  our 
information  or  experience  shall  vv  arratit  the  more 
extensive  use  of  them  as  an  auxiliary. 

Should  liie  au^^mentalion  herein  proposed  be  au- 
thorised in  addition  lo  the  vessels  ubicb  are  afloat, 
or  upon  the  stocks  at    this  time,  the    whole  will  re- 


quire, besides  the  officers  and  marines,  about  28.G.'ifl 
men,  a  number  which   disbelieved  may   be  readily 
procured   in   a   stale  of  war,  from  our  commercial 
marine,   which    is   supposed    lo  employ   about    one 
hundreed  thousand.     Your  obedient  servants, 
C.   MORRIS, 
L.  WARRIXGTON, 
W.  CRANE, 
W.  a.  SIR) BRICK. 
Bt'REAL'X.  Estimnle  of  probahfe  expeyise  of  ilenmers.  etc. 
3  sea  steamers  §550  UOO   each  $1  650,000 

98  coast  and  lake  130,000       "       3,fi40  OilO  1 

12  small  coast  ilo  GO, 000       "  720  1)00 

5  frigates  wilh  steam    530,000       "       2,650,000 

6  sloops  with  steam       Sao.OOO       "       1.920,000 
12  frig's  with  sails  only  3411,000       "       4,080,000 

9  sloops  170,000       "       1,530.000 


75  estimated 

Ordnance  and  stores 


$1G  190,000 
1,0.30,000 


$17  220  000 

Estimate  of  existing  preparations        2  955  000 

"  "      supplies  1,060.000 


Aggregate  naval  estimates 


$21,235,000 

In  reference  lo  the  above.  I.\\e  Milinnal  Inlelligencer 
of  the  3d  has  the  following  naval  eslimales:  On 
Monday  last,  when  Mr.  Fairfield  presented  to  the 
senale  the  naval  estimates,  referred  to  in  our  pro- 
ceedings of  that  day,  he  made  the  following  verbal 
statement.  He  said  he  would  avail  himself  of  the 
occasion  to  avow,  in  three  w  ords,  the.  reasons  for 
his  having  withheld  this  docuni"iit  ("rum  the  senale 
heretofore.  Ilie  first  reason  he  had  already  staled 
to  the  senate  on  a  former  occasion — to  wit,  that  the 
docunent  was  not  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  con- 
mitlee  for  the  purpose  of  being  presented  to  the  se- 
nate and  printed.  On  the  contrary,  the  committee 
were  requested,  after  using  it,  lo  return  it  again  to 
the  secretary,  which  had  accordingly  been  done. — 
.\t!ain,  although  he  had  no  doubt  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  would  have  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  a  re- 
quest to  return  it  again  to  the  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  being  presented  to  the  senate  and  printed, 
il  he  had  understood  Ihe  senate  as  wishing  it,  jet  he, 
(Mr.  V.)  was  unwilling  to  ask  for  the  return  for 
such  purchase.  He  was  opposed  to  the  printing,  for 
ihis  and  for  no  other  reason,  that  the  extravagance 
of  the  recommendations  of  the  chiefs  of  the  naval 
burejus  contained  in  this  document  would  lend  ti 
prejudice  Ihe  country  agaoist  these  heads  of  bureaus, 
if  not  against  the  navy  itself  Bui  now  his  views 
had  changed.  Under  Ihe  circumstances,  he  believ- 
ed it  was  due  to  the  president  and  secretary  of  the 
navy,  as  well  as  to  the  committee  on  naval  atfairs, 
that  the  document  should  be  printed.  If  the  com- 
mittee regard  Ihe  recommendalious  for  building 
aeventy  five  ships  of  war  and  sttamers,  at  a  cost  of  over 
twenly  one  millions  of  doltars.  to  be  signally  extrava- 
gant, neither  the  president,  secretary,  nor  committee 
v\  ill  be  found  in  any  way  implicated  in  it.  On  the 
contrary,  so  lar  from  adopting  the  recommendations 
of  the  chiefs  of  the  bureaus,  the  secretary,  in  his 
written  communications  to  the  committee,  recom- 
mended the  building  of  ten  war  steamers  only.  This 
recommendaliun  had  the  sanction  of  the  president, 
and  Wiis  adopted  by  the  commitlee.  A  bill  was  re- 
ported in  conformity  with  it,  which  is  now  pending 
before  ine  senate.  No>v,  although  he  was  once  op- 
posed to  the  printing  of  this  report  fiom  the  chiefs 
of  the  naval  bureaus,  for  ihe  reasons  staled,  he  could 
nol  oppose  it  longer.  The  insinuations  *v  ere  so  fre- 
quently made,  especially  in  the  public  prints,  that 
ihis  paper  had  been  withheld  for  improper  and  sin- 
ister purposes,  and  t  at,  if  made  public,  it  would 
implicate  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  navy,  or 
the  committee,  in  something  wrong,  that  he  now 
fell  it  was  due  to  them  to  let  the  document  go  forth 
to  the  public.   He  therefore  moved  Ihatil  be  printed. 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Charleston 
Jth7XUTy,  (wtiu  no  doubt  is  familiar  with  the  views 
ol  Mr.  Holmes)  writes — "You  will  perceive  in  the 
congressional  leport  that  Mr.  Holmes,  Ihe  chairman 
ol  the  commillec  on  naval  sflairs  lias  avowed,  in 
contradistinction  lo  ihe  declarations  of  the  chairman 
made  to  his  commiUee  by  the  navy  deparlmenl  as 
mentioned  in  the  message  a  couple  of  days  ago,  xctre 
nol  confidential  and  that  the  commitlee  was  prepared 
as  the  organ  of  the  house  and  nol  of  the  executive  lo 
submit  lho:e  comniunicalK>ns  lo  the  house,  lie  also 
declared  that  as  an  organ  ot  the  house,  he  would  nut 
receive  any  confidential  coinmuiucalions  froui  Ihe 
executive.  1  learn  that  the  purport  of  those  coiii- 
niunications  referred  lo,  are  as  follows: 

The  commitlee  were  a(ipointed  at  Ihe  beginning 
of  the  second  week  of  the  session  On  the  secon.1 
Dieeling  of  the  naval  commitlee  they  passed  a  reso- 
lution calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  navy  lo  submil 


lo  Ihein  more  in  detail  sttiteinents  of  the  increase  he 
thought  necessary  and  which  was  recommended  in 
the  annual  message,  together  wilh  eslimales  as  to 
the  probable  cost.  No  reply  was  received  until  the 
8ih  January,  when  a  brief  letter  was  received  from 
tiio  secretary  recommending  the  building  of  the 
steamers  i.  e.  two  frigates,  ihrco  sloops,  and  Iwo 
smaller  ones — and  also  referring  the  committee  to 
reports  and  estimates  from  the  bureaus.  These  re- 
ports and  estimates  did  not  accompany  the  letter, 
and  on  inquiry  il  was  ascertained  Ihut  they  had  hecu 
.lent  lo  the  senate  commilloe.  Some  lime  in  Feb- 
ruary the  house  cOiiimiiteo  roccived  these  reporU 
and  found  that  instead  of  being  estimates  of  the  ex- 
pense of  constructing  ten  steamers  as  mentioned  ia 
the   secretary's   letter,  ihey    recommended    a    very 

large  increase  in  the  navy,  to  the  following  eirerl, 

I'hat  the  number  of  Frigates  be  increased  lo  Forly. 

Do.         Sloops  "  Thirly. 

Do.         Sieimers        "  Forty. 

Involving  an  outlay  of  twenly  millions  of  dollars, 
and  Ihe  raising  of  tliirly  six  thousand  eight  hundred 
men. 

What  sort  of  an  increase  in  our  naval  force  Ibis 
would  be  may  be  seen  from  the  following  statement 
extracted  from  the  documents  accompanying  the  pre- 
sident's annual  message,  of  vessels  of  ihuse  Uescrip- 
iioiis,  now  in  commission,  in  ordinary  and  on  the 
stocks. 

„        ,    .  .    .  Frigaiet.  Sloopt.  Sleamert. 

Vessels  in  commission,  7  15  g 

In  ordinary,  4  6  3 

On  the  stacks,  3  2  2 


Total,  14  23 

Proposed  by  rep's  fm  bureaus  40  30 


Increase  proposed        26  7  29 

The  number  of  men  autho- 
rised by  existing  laws  is  7  500 
Do.  proposed  by  reports                               3S,800 

1  learn  also  that  one  of  the  main  facts  of  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  war  to  the  military  com- 
mittee is  a  recommendation  to  accept  the  services 
of  50  000  volunteers  and  organize  them  on  such  a 
basis  as  to  allow  it  lo  be  increased  to  100,000  at  a 
very  short  notice. 

One  \\\\n^  appears  very  certain  lo  me,  if  these  re- 
commendations be  carried  oul,  and  that  la,  ihit  in- 
itead  of  being  measures  of  precaution  merely,  Ihey 
are  "war"  measures.  I'he  idea  of  characlerizing  an 
additional  expenditure  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
as  a  measure  of  precaution!  It  is  absurd,  unless 
his  professions  of  a  desire  for  peace  are  hollow 
and  hypocritical.  Il  Ihey  be  not— if  he  be  smeere- 
ly  desirous  of  peace,  and  it  be  his  "settled  pur- 
pose to  pursue  such  a  course  of  policy  as  may  be 
best  calculated  to  preserve,  both  wilh  Great  Britain 
nd  Mexico,  an  honorable  peace:"  if  mis  indeed  bo 
his  purpose  ihen  1  say  it  is  absurd  lo  recommend 
such  an  increase  of  the  army  and  navy  as  wi  I  in- 
volve at  the  outset  an  expenditure  of  thirly  million 
ol  dollars  as  a  measure  ol  "precaution."  ' 

Another  thing  would  also  appear  evident,  and 
that  is,  that  no  alteration— at  all  events  no  "reduc- 
lion"  of  the  larifl'can  be  expected  if  such  expendi- 
tures are  ai  all  contemplated — on  the  contrary  the 
imposilion  of  one  levying  still  higher  duties  may  bo 
expected,  in  any  event  however,  1  can  see  little,  if 
any  probability  of  the  enactment  of  a  revenue  tarilT 
during  the  present  session.  The  co:iimittee  of  ways 
and  means  has  not  yet  reported  any  alteration.  I  am 
informed  that  they  intend  lo  report  substantially 
.Ur.  Walker's  project,  but  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
any  such  bill  will  pass. 

The  "t/7U0H"  of  the  4tli  publishes  the  following: 
To  the  editors  ol  Ihe  Union — Sir:  I  send  you  a  copy 
of  the  letter  received  at  the  lime  honorable  secretary 
of  the  navy  transmitted  the  report  of  Ihe  bureaus  to 
the  navy  committee.  It  is  dated  after  the  8th  of 
January,  and  concludes  the  mailer. 

1.  E,  HOLMES, 
Chairman  naval  committee. 
A'avy  dtpnrlment.  Jan.  14,  1846. 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  lo'enclosc  for  Iha  informa- 
lion  of  the  naval  commiltee  of  the  house  of  rcpre- 
'  seiiiatives,  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  this  depart- 
menl  by  commodores  .Morns,  Warrington,  Crane 
and  Shubrick,  in  reference  to  the  necessity  and  man- 
ner of  increasing  the  navy. 

The  resolulion  of  the  senate  committee  having 
been  somewhal  uiure  specific  in  its  inquiries  than 
I  that  of  the  house  cummillee,  ihe  enclosed  copy  will 
be  lound  more  detailed  in  its  slalemenis,  itian  that 
I  which  1  had  the  honor  to  transmit  lo  you  last  week 
Very  respeelfiilly,  yours,  GEO.  BANCROFl'. 
/ion   J.  £    Holmes,  Sfc.  S(c.  S(c. 

I      I'lie  Baltimore  ",:(mericon"  of  the  4th  savs— The 
history  of  these  eslimales  is  a  little  curious'     They 


84 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  11,  1846-CONGRESS. 


were  IransmiUed  to  the  naval  committees  of  the  two 
houses  nearly  thiee  months  ago;  jet  until  the  ap 
pearance  of  the  president's  late  special  message  the 
nublic  knew  nothing  of  their  existence. 

There  has  been  a  manifest  shrinking  from  re- 
sponsibility  in  this  matter.  Let  us  look  at  the  facts. 
It  is  known  that  much  perplexi'j  was  felt  in  con- 
gress and  throughout  Ihe  counlrj  at  the  apparent  in- 
consistency between  the  president's  language  and 
his  conduct.  The  words  of  the  message  re  ating  to 
Oregon  were  conclusive  as  to  our  title  to  that  ter- 
ritory the  necessity  of  its  enforcement,  and  the  ut 
ter  hopelessness  of  an  amicable  settlement  upon  any 
terms  which  we  ought  to  accept.  Yet  along  wilh  this 
sort  of  language  not  a  word  was  said  about  the  pro- 
priety of  preparing  for  the  conflict  thus  shown  to  be 
probable,  nay  almost  inevitable.  Hence  it  was  in- 
ferred that  the  president's  language  had  not  been 
rightly  interpreted.  There  was,  however,  sufliciei.t 
cause  of  alarm  to  induce  inquiries  from  the  naval 
and  military  committees  of  the  two  houses  as  to  our 
mebua  of  defence;  those  inquiries  were  made  of  the 
respective  uepartments  of  war  and  the  navy.  What 
the  particular  interrogations  were  to  which  answers 
were  expected  we  do  not  know. 

The  debate  in  the  senate  went  on  from  day  to  day; 
and  as  it  proceeded  doubts  and  uncertainty  still  in- 
creased as  to  the  president's  views  and  purposes.— 
Upon  one  side  it  was  maintained  that  he  stood  upon 
the  Russian  boundary;  that  he  would  not  yield  an 
inch;  that  his  declarations  on  this  point  were  so 
clear  and  strong  that  language  could  not  make  them 
clearer  or  stronger.  On  the  other  hand  it  was  asked, 
if  this  is  so,  why  have  we  no  recommendations  from 
the  president  to  prepare  for  the  conflict  which  under 
these  circumstances  must  ensue?  iMr.  Webster  oe- 
clared  that  he  could  not  suppose  that  the  president 
apprehended  war;  it  passed  his  conception  that  such 
a  belief  could  be  entertained.  If  we  are  to  have 
war  said  Mr.  Calhoun,  let  us  know  it,  that  we  may 
prepare  for  it.  Let  us  drop  all  other  legislation  and 
pay  attention  to  the  measures  that  would  be  requisite 
for  war,  and  especially  to  the  finances. 

To  put  an  end  to  this  painful  state  of  uncertainly, 
.   Mr.  Dajton  introduced  his  resolution  inquiring  whe- 
,  Iher  in  the  judgment  of  the  president  the  condition 
of  our  foreign  relations   was  such  as  to  call   lor  any 
additional  measures  for   the   public  defence.     The 
answer  to  this  came  in  a  special  message;  the  presi 
dent   thought   that   additional    measures  of  defence 
were  required.  "Theconsiderationof  such  additional 
-'   provision,"  says   the  message,  "was  brought   before 
appropriate  committees  of  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress, in  answer  to  the  calls   made  by   them,  in  re- 
ports'prepared,  with  my   sanction,  by  the  secretary 
of  war  and  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  on  the  29th  of 
December  and  the  8th  of  January  last;  a  mode  of 
communication  wilh  congre-s  not  unusual,  and,  un- 
',   der  existing  circumstances,  believed  to  be  most  eli- 
gible." 

To  the  reports  here  referred  to,  attention  was  im- 
mediately turned.  There  had  been  a  bill  reported 
from  the  military  committee  to  increase  Ihe  number 
of  men  in  each  company  of  the  regular  army,  and  a 

■  bill  from  the  naval  committee  of  the  senate  for  the 
construction  of  ten  steamers,  mostly  of  small  size. 
Die  these  bills  embody  the  substance  of  the  "reports" 

■  alluded  to  by  the  president,  as   made  with   hissanc- 

■  tion>     The  additional  measures  of  defence  which  he 
"'    thought  advisable  in  view  of  a  contingency  of  a  war 

•  with  England,  were  they  all  included  in  the  construc- 
tion and  arming  of  ten  new  steamers  and  an  ii.creas 

•-  ed  enll^tmeIlt  of  some  fifteen  hundred  men?  The 
thing  was  hardly  credible. 

Accordingly  interrogations  were  put  to  the  heads 
of  the  committees— interrogations  answered  with 
apparant  unwillingness  and  not  satisfactorily.  Mr. 
Benton,  from  the  military  committee  of  the  senate, 
6aid  that  there  were  documents  in   the  hands  ol  tlie 

-,  committee  from  the  war  department  which  had 
not  been  made  public,  and  intimated  that  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  publish  them.  The  chairman  of 
Ihe  naval  committee,  Mr.  Kaiiheld,  was  at  hrst 
oblivious;  but  upon  being  pressed,  he  recollected 
that  certain  estimates  for  a  considerable  increase  ol 
the  navy  had  been  transmitted  to  liim.    When  asked 

■  what  number  of  new  vessels  it  was  proposed  to  con- 

•  struct,  he  said  he  did  not  reinembur.     In  the  house 

•  when  Mr.  T.  Butler   King,  a  member   of  the  naval 
'     committee,  rose  to  give  some  informalion  concerning 

these  estimates,  he  was  slopped  by  the  majority  and 

not  allowed  to  proceed. 

!■         The  reports  from  the  secretaries  of  war  and  the 

':     navy  have  been  published  since  the  message  appear- 

i     ed.     The  former  recummends  an  increased  force  on 

the  sea  coast  and   the  northern  frontier.     Authority 

should,  in  his  judgment,  he  given  to  the  president 

to   accept  the  services  of   volunteers  for  a   year.- 

Ffty    thousand  men,  at  least,  the  secretary  thinks, 

would  be  required  to  put  the  country  in  a  state  of 


defence,  in  view  of  a  war  with  England.  From  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  there  are  recommendations  for 
increased  accumulations  of  stores  and  ordnance,  for 
taking  away  the  restriction  on  the  enlistment  of  sea- 
men, and  for  the  construction  of  ten  steamers  of  the 
kind  specified  afterwards  in  Mr.  Fairfield's  bill.— 
The  secretary  makes  no  allusion  to  the  large  esti- 
mates uf  the  bureau,  except  merely  to  say  that  there 
are  estimates  accompanying  hi«  letter. 

Now  it  seems  there  is  no  one  willing  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  those  estimates.  Did  Mr.  Polk  re 
fer  to  them  or  not,  in  the  pas-age  above  quoted  Irom 
his  special  message?  He  makes  allusion  to  "reports 
prepared,  with  my  sanction,  by  the  secretary  of  war 
and  the  secretary  of  the  navy."  Did  the  latter  of- 
ficially, when  he  sent  the  estimates  from  the  bu- 
reaux, along  wilh  his  letter  to  the  committees,  intend 
that  Ihe  estimates  should  be  taken  as  a  part  of  the 
report  "prepared"  by  him?  Congress  looks  to  the 
heads  of  departments,  and  not  to  heads  of  bureaux. 
As  to  the  president's  meaning  it  seems  clear  that 
he  did  refer  to  the  estimates  of  the  navy  department. 
After  speaking  of  the  warlike  preparations  in  Great 
Britain,  the  language  of  the  queen's  speech  aijd  its 
prompt  confirmation  in  parliament,  he  says— "Under 
this  aspect  of  our  relations  with  Great  Britain,  1 
cannot  doubt  the  propriety  of  increasing  our  means 
of  defence,  both  by  land  and  sea."  An  increase  ot 
only  ten  steam  vessels  to  our  naval  force  in  view  ol 
a  war  with  England,  is  a  ludicrous  thing.  The  pre- 
sident must  have  had  reference  to  the  estimates  from 
the  bureaux  as  a  portion  of  the  report  prepared 
with  his  sanction.  In  foci  Mr.  Bancroft  speaks  of  the 
ten  steamers  as  an  addition  to  our  peace  establish- 
ment merely. 

Now  if  the  president  did  mean  by  those  reports, 
made  to  the  organs  of  the  two  houses  of  congress, 
with  his  sanction,  three  months  ago,  to  warn  the 
country  of  the  danger  of  apprehended  war  with  a 
powerful  nation,  what  is  to  be  said  of  the  suppres- 
sion of  those  documents  while  a  question  involving, 
it  may  he,  war  or  peace,  was  under  discussion,  and 
while  the  whole  republic  was  sutlering  a  painful 
anxiety  o,i  account  of  the  president's  seemingly  in- 
explicable equivocation?  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
president  did  not  refer  to  those  estimates,  but  merely 
to  the  ten  steamers  and  fifteen  hundred  new  reciuits 
as  the  additional  measures  of  defence  to  be  adopted 
in  view  of  hostilities  with  England,  we  have  only  to 
say  that  his  excellency  must  have  a  rare  faculty  of 
preserving  gravity  of  face  while  perpetrating  a  prac- 
lical  joke  at  the  expense  of  a  nation's  welfare. 

|l3=Since  the  foregoing  was  written  we  have 
seen  in  the  Intelligencer  of  yesterday  an  explanation 
by  Mr.  Senator  Fairfield  lo  the  etfect  that  the  esti- 
mates from  the  bureaux  were  withheld  from  the 
senate,  first  because  the  committee  were  requested 
by  tlie'secretary  of  the  navy  lo  return  the  documents 
alter  using  them;  and  secondly  because  he  was  him- 
seU  unwilling  that  they  should  be  made  public  Ic-^t 
the  extravagance  of  the  recommendations  should 
prejudice  the  country  against  the  heads  of  the  bu- 
reaux, if  not  against  the  navy  itself.  "If  the  peo- 
ple," adds  the  senator,  "regard  the  recommenda- 
tions for  building  scventy-fwe  skips  ofwarajid  sttaiiurs, 
at  a  cost  of  over  twenty  one  ndlllons  of  dollars,  to  be 
signally  extravagant,  neither  the  president,  secreta- 
ry, nor  committee  will  be  found  in  any  way  impli- 
cated in  it.  On  the  contrary,  so  far  from  adopting 
the  recommendations  ot  the  chief  of  the  bureux,  llie 
secretary,  in  his  written  cominunieations  to  the  com 
mitlee,  recommended  the  building  of  ten  warsteam- 
eisonly."  . 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Union  it  is  also  stated, 
ofiicially,  as  we  may  infer,  that  the  letter  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  recommending  the  ten  steamers, 
was  the  only  document  from  the  navy  department  to 
which  the  president  referred  in  his  special  message, 
and  that  the  estimates  were  not  seen  by  him. 

This  explanation  lakes  away  nothing  from  the 
strangeness  of  the  whole  proceeding.  How  came 
ihose  estimates  from  the  bureaux  in  the  hands  ol 
the  naval  committee  of  congress?  If  they  were  not 
the  official  reports  of  the  department,  sent  on  the 
responsibility  of  the  secretary,  what  were  they?  Are 
there  lu'o  responsible  sources  from  which  official  in- 
formation on    naval  afl'airs  is  to    be  soughl  by  con- 

giess the  secretary  one  and  the  heads  of  bureaux 

ihe  other?     For  which   of  Ihese  is  the   president  of 
the  United  States  responsible? 

But  It  seems  that  the  president  and  the  secretary 
are  both  to  draw  out  of  the  aflair  and  leave  Ihe 
heads  of  bureaux  alone  responsible.  The  Voiiiig- 
lliekory  can  bend  and  swerve  with  more  pliability 
than  the  Old  Hickory;  it  would  appear  so,  We  had 
believed  Ihat  the  president  was  tiealed  with  indig- 
nity by  the  lun,<  suppression  of  documents  sent  to 
the  two  houses  with  his  sanction.  \el  as  he  does  not 
resent  such  treatment  it  is  no',  for  us  to  indulge  in  u 
vicarious  sensibility. 


As  for  the  gallant  officers  at  the  heads  of  the  bu- 
reaux, their  only  fault  was  two  much  honesty.  The 
president  in  view  of  the  warlike  attilude  wilh  Eng- 
land, thought  that  it  was  our  duty  to  prepare  for  an 
emergency  of  strife;  and  so  he  tells  congre-s  in  his 
special  message,  referring  at  the  same  time  to  the 
reports  from  the  war  and  navy  departments  as  indicat- 
ing the  extent  of  the  preparations  which  he  thcught 
necessary.  Now  which  corresponds  better  with  such 
a  state  of  anticipated  danger-— the  estimates  of  the 
bureaux  or  the  frostbitten  report  of  the  secretary? 
The  president  and  Mr.  Bancroft  would  meet  the  ex- 
tensive preparations  of  England  by  an  array  of  ten 
new  steamers;  the  straightforward  commodores,  who 
supposed  the  time  for  plain  dealing  had  come,  re- 
commended seventy-five  new  vessels  at  once.  If 
the  contingency  of  war  should  happen  it  is  clear  that 
these  seventy-five  would  be  only  the  beginning  of 
the  increase  of  our  naval  force  which  the  necessities 
of  the  case  would  require.  Let  the  country  judge 
between  them. 


TWENTV-NINTH  CONGRESS, 

FIRST       SESSION. 


SENATE. 
March  31.     Mr.  Johnson,  of  La.,   reported  a  bill 
to  carry  into  efl'ect  the  8lh  article  of  the  treaty  with 
Spain. 

The  Oregcm  notice. — Mr.  Cass,  arose  and  addressed 

the  senate  at  length.     [His  speech  will  be  inserted 

at  length  in  a  future  number  ]     Having  concluded, 

Mr.  .ishley,  obtained  the  floor,  and  then,  after  an 

executive  session — the  senate  adjourned. 

April  1.  Mr.  Benton,  arose  and  spoke  in  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  49ih  line.  As  his  views  on  the 
present  question  had  not  been  fully  laid  before  the 
country  until  the  present  hour,  his  speech  was  lis- 
tened to  as  one  full  of  import  and  interest.  He  waa 
followed  by  Mr.  Hannegan,  and  after  a  few  words 
also  from  Mr.  Webster,  and  an  execuuve  session,  Ihe 
senate  adjourned.  [Mr.  B.'s  speech  will  be  seen  on 
page  85  ] 

Aprils.  Mr.  .dsftfey,  having  yielded  the  floor  to 
Mr.  Cass, 

Mr.  Cass,  arose  and  replied  to  Mr.  Benton's  speech 
of  yesterday.  [For  this  speech  of  Mr.  C,  see  page 
88.] 

Mr.  Benton,  rejoined.     [See  page  91. j 
After  a  few  remarks   from   Mr.    Webster,  and  an 
executive  session — the  senate  adjourned. 

April  3.  The  sub-treasury  bill,  as  passed  by  the 
house  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  finances. 

Pilots— Mt.  Johnson,  ol  Md  .  reported  a  bill  to  re- 
peal the  pilot  act  of  March,  1837 

Oregon  notice  —Mr.  .ishley,  of  Ark.,  addressed  the 
senate  for  two  hours  in  support  of  the  notice  and  of 
the  American  claim  to  the  whole  territory  up  to  54° 
,101. 

Mr.  McDuffie,  next  obtained  the  floor. 
Mr.  Webster,  arose  and  expressed  a  purpose  to 
speak  in  vindication  of  the  ireaty  of  Washington  of 
August,  1842,  from  the  disparagemenl  to  which  it 
has  been  subjected  in  the  course  of  the  Oregon  dis- 
cussion. Mr.  W.  said  that  it  was  in  view  of  his  in- 
tended reply  to  the  allusions  maJe  against  that  trea- 
ty, tliat  he  had  proposed  to  the  senate  a  call  for  cer- 
tain currespon  lence  respecting  the  northeastern 
boundary  which  has  not  yet  been  published.  The 
answer  of  llie  president  lo  the  call,  together  with  the 
documents  called  lor,  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
secretary  of  the  senate  ami  Mr.  W.  added  thai  it  is 
his  purpose  to  move  their  printing.  It  is  Mr.  W's 
purpose  lo  detain  the  senate  lor  one  hour  on  .Monday 
next  upon  this  subject,  in  case  the  set  at^ir  from  S. 
Carolina  [Mr.  MeD  ]  shall  conclude  his  remarks  to- 
morrow.    The  senate  adjourned. 

April  4.  Mr.  McDuJjie,  arose  and  addressed  the 
senate,  denying  thai  public  opinion  claimed  beyond 
49",  maintainiii!^  that  universal  opinion  was  settling 
upon  the  49lh  as  a  proper  and  fair  compromise  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  and  assailing  the  pretension 
of  Spanish  claims  as  a  basis  of  ours,  and  deprecating 
the  liorrors  and  expense  of  war.  The  honor  of  the 
nation  was  not  involved  unless  rather  as  demanding 
our  sacrifice  of  all  pretensions  beyond  49  and  nnm- 
promisingupon  it.  [For  Mr.  McD'sspeeeh  see  f.  92.] 
Mr.  Brctse,  made  a  brief  reply  to  a  portion  ol  .Mr. 
McD.'s  speech  depreciating  the  value  of  the  terri- 
tory. Mr.  .McDuffie,  rejoined. 
The  senate  adjourned  till  6lh. 
April  6.  Alter  short  discussion  wilhout  final  ac- 
tion upon  the  bill  for  distributing  the  duties  among 
the  naval  bureaus,  the  order  of  the  day,  the  tJregoii 
notice,  was  resumed.  . 

Mr.  tt'ebster,  arose  and  spoke  at  length  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  Washington  ol  .August,  184'3  — 
Without  yielding  the  floor— tne  stnale  adjourned.— 
[Mr.  W.'ssppijch  will  appear  heiealter.] 
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Afril  7.  Mr.  Websler,  resumed  and  concluded 
his  speech  in  vindicalinn  of  the  treaty  of  VVashine- 
ton  of  1842.  In  the  conrse  nf  his  remarks,  Mr.  W. 
animadverted  upon  the  Van  Bnren  measures  respect- 
ing the  Caroline  in  1838,  of  his  not  holding;  to  ils 
responsihility  the  British  a:overnment  which  avt)\ved 
its  responsibility,  and  of  the  subsequent  pouncinj  up- 
on McLeod.  &c.,  &c.  Mr.  W.  also  direrten  his  re- 
marks to  a  late  speech  from  !VIr.  C.  X  Iiis;crsnll,  of 
whose  character  as  a  man  also  he  freely  expressed 
himself,  inv^jlving  also  the  senator  from  Nevv  York 
[Mr  Dickinson]  in  his  retribution.  Mr.  W.  brought 
his  speech  to  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  Dicfriiison,  gave  notice  that  he  would  speak 
to-morrow. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  April  1.  The  sub-treaiury  bill. — 
The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  and 
considered  the  sub-treasury  hill. 

Messrs.  Grider,  of  Ky.,  Hannamon,  of  La.,  Saic- 
yer,  of  Ohio,  Daniels,  of  N.  C,  Jones,  of  Tenn.,  Hunt, 
of  N.  Y.,  and  Dunts,  of  K.,  engaged  in  the  debate. 
The  commitlee  then  rose  and    the   house  adjournt-d. 

Thursday,  Avrm.  2— Sub-lreasury  bill.  The  rules 
were  suspended  and  Ihe  house  went  at  once  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Daniels,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Ky.,  resumed  and  concluded  his 
speech  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  followed  in  reply,  after  which 

Mr.  Marlin,  of  Tenn.,  addressed  the  committee 
for  ten  minutes  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith,  of  la.,  and  In 
defence  of  Mr.  Polk's  course  in  1834  upon  the  bill 
of  Mr.  Gordon,  of  Va.  Mr.  M.  dwelling  upon  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Polk  stood  in  opposition  to  the  princi- 
ple embodied  m  the  sub-treasury  sys'.em,  and  looking 
over  the  vote  taken  in  1834,  found  that  the  first  man 
who  voted  for  this  Gordon  bill  was  J.  Quincy  .Jdams 
of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  .Idams  rose,  but  Mr.  Martin  declined  to  yield 
the  floor,  Mr.  M.  said  he  desired  no  controversy 
with  the  gentleman  from  Mass.  If  he  was  called 
into  one  he  should  knock  under  in  advance.  He  re- 
garded the  gentleman  from  Mass.  pretty  much  as  the 
raccoon  did  C.iptain  Scott— "He  should  give  in  and 
come  down." 

Mr.  Mams  with  great  good  humor  said,  I  surrender 
to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  v1/ar/iii— I  surrendered  to  the  gentleman  in  ad- 
vance, and  regard  it  no  dishonor  to  have  done  so. 

The  hour  of  one  o'clock  terminated  debate. 

Various  amendments  were  offered  and  rejected 
without  division. 

Mr.  Graham,  of  N.  C,  proposed  one  by  which  the 
sub-treasurers  appointed  under  the  bill  should  be  per- 
sonally liable  by  liens  upon  their  real  estate.  [This  | 
amendment  was  once  announced  as  carried  73  to  66, 
but  a  second  count  was  demanded,  and  Ihe  first  count  I 
reversed  81  to  64.] 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  committee  at  3 
o'clock,  and  the  amendments  a^rreed  to  generally  I 
without  yeas  and  nays.  The  provision  requiring  all  I 
the  government  dues  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver  i 
was  carried  by  a  vote  of  117  to  74  and  the  bill  finally  | 
passed  by  a  vote  of  123  to  67.  j 

Mr.  Constable  presented  resolutions  adopted  by  1 
the  legislature  of  Maryland,  and  the  house  then  ad- 
journed. 

Friday,  April  3.  A  resolution  was  adopted  call- 
ing on  the  secretary  of  the  navy  for  a  full  report  on 
the  marine  corps. 

Mr.  Burt,  of  S.  C,  arose  to  absolve  the  secretary 
of  war  from  the  imputations  of  being  concerned  in 
the  system  of  secrecy  in  regard  to  the  secret  esti- 
mates. 

The  Cumberland  road  bill,  was  then  considered  in 
committee  of  the  wliole.  [Its  appropriations  amount- 
ing to  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  to  each  of 
the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.] 

Mr.  Wick,  thought  the  money  asked  for  would  de- 
feat the  bill,  and  therefore  he  should  ask,  by  way  of 
ameDdmeni,  the  value  of  the  money  in  lands.  Mr. 
W.  defended  his  amciidnienl  in  a  short  speech.  He 
assure.!  the  members  of  the  house  and  all  future  con- 
gresses, that  the  voice  of  his  state  would  never  be 
still  so  long  as  there  was  a  representative  from  his 
state  upon  the  floor  of  the  house. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
111.;  Pellit,  of  la  ;  Sclienck,  of  Ohio;  C.  Smith,  of  la.; 
Owen,  ot  la.;  Ficktin,  of  III.;  Payne  and  Yancey,  of 
Ala.;  and  Ttbbatls,  of  Ky.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sims, 
of  S.  C,  the  committee  rose.    The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  April  4  A  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Boyd,  to  terminate  debate  on  the  Cumberland  road 
bill  was  adopted  by  94  )>-as  to  63  nays. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
—  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Ga.,  in  the  chair — and  look  up  the 
private  calendar,  which  consumed  the  remainder  of 
the  session.     The  house  adjourned. 


[     Monday,  April  6.    The  rules  wire  suspended  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  upon   the  committees  for  re- 

The  committee  on  elections  askeil  to  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  a  petition  frjin 
citizens  of  New  Hampshire  against  the  ri^ht  of  the 
representatives  from  thai  slate  to  their  seals  in  the 
house,  they  not  having  been  elected  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  apportionment  law,  and 
moved  that  the  petition  he  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Culi'cr,  of  N.  York,  moved  that  the  petition 
be  referred  back  to  the  committee  on  elections,  with 
inslructinns  to  enquire  and  report  whether  said 
members  had  been  elected  according  to  law. 

Mr  C.  in  a  brief  speech  defended  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  apportionment  bill,  and  depicted  the  re- 
cent successful  3truj?le  of  New  Hampshire  to  free 
herself  from  the  thraldom  of  loco  focoism. 

The  whole  subject  was  then  laid  upon  the  table 
by  a  vote  of  94  lo  55,  and  the  committee  proceeded 
with  their  reports.  A  large  number  of  private  and 
local  bills  were  presented,  read  twice  and  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  committee  on  the  judiciary  reported  a  bill  to 
create  an  ofEi'e  of  assistant  secretary  of  state,  and 
for  other  purp'>^es. 

The  commillee  on  naval  affairs  reported  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  committee  on  commerce  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  and  best  modes  of  preventing 
the  prevalence  of  small  pox  and  other  contagious 
diseases  on  board  of  merchant  vessels;  and  that  they 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  committee  on  the  library  reported  a  joint  re- 
solution to  authorize  the  committee  to  contract  with 
a  competent  American  artist  for  a  painting  for  the 
vacant  panel  in  the  rotunda.  The  subject  to  be  the 
discovery  of  America,  or  some  incident  connected 
with  the  revolution  or  laie  war,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  artist.  The  price  not  to  exceed  the  sum  author- 
ized in  the  resolution  under  ubich  the  contract  was 
made  with  Mr.  Ingman. 

The  house,  shortly  after,  went  into  commitlee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  McClelland,  of  Michigan,  in  the 
chair,  and  Ihe  Cumberland  road  bill  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Robert  Smith,  of  III.,  addressed  the  house  at 
length,  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McGaughty.  of  la.,  followed  on  the  same  side, 
and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  said  that  the  river 
and  harbor  bill  could  not  pais  the  senate  unless  the 
house  passed  the  Cumberland  bill.  He  was  author- 
ized by  the  senators  from  his  stale  to  say  so.  This 
might  be  called  log-rolling,  but  it  was  a  species  of 
log-rolling  that  he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  of  la.,  advocated  the  bill.  The 
time  for  debate  having  expired,  the  committee  pro- 
ceeded to  vole  upon  the  amendments  offered.  One 
appropriating  500,000  acres  of  land  to  each  state  in 
Union  except  those  which  have  already  received  it, 
was  adopted.     The  rest  were  rejected. 

The  question  then  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
substitute  proposed  to  the  whole  bill.  It  was  carri- 
ed, 82  to  35. 

The  substitute  appropriates  land  instead  of  mo- 
ney,  as  follows:  To  the  state  of  Ohio,  154,000  acres; 
Indiana,  921,600;  Illinois,  1,389,360;  Missouri,  1,- 
331.832. 

The  commitlee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  {■>  the 
house. 

Mr.  Dromgoole,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  ta- 
ble, and  upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  and  resulted— Ayes  74,  noes  84.  So  the 
motion  was  lost. 

The  previous  question  was  called.  The  house  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  April  7.  The  Cumberland  road  6il/,  was 
resumed.  The  previous  question  on  the  substitute 
was  then  ordered. 

The  Spraker,  decided  that  the  main  question  was 
upon  agreeing  to  the  substitute  as  amended,  and  that 
it  was  not  divisible.  An  appeal  was  taken  and  the 
decision  of  the  chair  affirmed. 

Mr.  Ttbbatls,  of  Ky.,  moved  lo  recommit  the  bill. 
Out  of  order. 

A  motion  made  to  lay  the  whoh;  subject  on  the 
table  was  lost,  ayes  82,  O'les  95  The  main  question 
was  then  put  -.lu.l  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  77, 
;  noes  103.  The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering 
the  original  bill  lo  be  engrossed  to  a  third  reading, 
^and  It  was  lost — ayes  70,  noes  106. 

The  yeas   and  nays  were  as  follows: 

Yeas— .Messrs.  Abbot,  J.  Q.  Adams,  Arnold,  Ash- 
mun,  Blanchard,  Bowlin,  BrinkerhofT.  Wm.  W.  Camp- 
bell, Carroll,  John  G.  Chopnian,  Cranston,  Cidver, 
Cummins,  Cunninsham,  Uixon,  Douglass,  f  aran,  Fick- 
lin,  F.ioi,  Grid.r,  Grinnell,  Hampton,  Harper.  Henley. 
Ho"e,  Samuel  D.  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt, 
Charles  J.  lusjeraoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Lewis,  Levin, 
Long,  McClernond,  J.  J.  McDowell,  McGaughey,  Mc- 
llvaine,  Moree,  Moseley,  Owen.  Peilit.  Pollock,  Ram- 
sey,   Relfe,    Julius  Rockwell,    Root,    Runt,    banycr, 


Schenck,  Severance,  Truman  Smith,  Thoniaa  .Smith, 
Calib  B.  Smith.  R.iberi  Smith.  Starkweather.  Stewart, 
'riiibodeaux,  Thotiiii-s.,ii,  Benj.  Thompson,  Thurnian, 
Tihhais.  Til.l,-ii.  Viiii.m.  Wentworih,  White,  Wick, 
Winthrop,  Woiulniir.  Wri.dii,  Young— 70. 

Nays— Messrs.  Stephen  Adorns,  Anderson,  Aikin- 
."■on,  Harringer.  Bavly,  Bediiiacr.  Bell,  Bcnion,  Biu'KS, 
James  Black,  James  A.  Rlicli,  Boyd,  Brodhcad,  Milton 
Brown,  Wni.  G.Brown.  Bun,  ."Vusustus  A.  Chapman, 
Reuben  Chapman.  Cha-v,  (Thipman,  Clarke.  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Crozicr,  Cullotn,  Daniel,  Dargan.  Gan.-ll  Davis, 
Jeflerson  DmvIs,  Do  Molt,  DillinEhom,  Dobbin,  Dicke- 
rv,  Droniirnnlc,  Dunlap,  Ellsw.irih,  E.  H.  Ewins.  Foster, 
Fries,  Giirvin,  Gentry.  Guodypor,  Gordon,  Graham, 
Grover,  Hamlin,  Hanilson  HarmtinMn,  H,  liord.  Hop- 
kins,  Housh,  George  S.  Houston,  E.  W.  HuharJ,  Ilim- 
gerlord,  J.  B.  Hunt,  HuMer.  Jenkins,  Jusi-pli  Jiilin'on, 
Andri'w  Johnson,  Geo.  W.  Jones,  Seaborn  Joiii-,s,  Pies- 
ton  Kini;,  Thomas  B.  King.  Lnw^rcnce.  Leake,  LaSore, 
Liffon,  Lumiikin,  Maclay,  McCnnnell,  McCraie,  Jnmoa 
McDoivell.  McKav,  Jolin  P.  Martin,  Biirclay  .Martin, 
M"iilt.m,  Nivcn,  Norri.s,  Parish,  Payne.  Phelps,  Price, 
Riitbliun,  Reid,  Rheti,  Roberts,  Sawtelle,  Scanimon, 
Sfddon,  L.  H.  Sims,  Simpson,  Suinton,  Si.  Jolin, 
Si  krs.  Jas.  Thompson.  Jacob  Thompson,  Trendway, 
Truiiiho.  Whenton,  Williams,  Wllmot,  Wood,  Wood- 
ward,   Woodw.irtli.  Yancey,  Yell— 106. 

A  motion  was  made  to  re-consider  the  vote  just 
taken,  and  Ihe  house  refused  to  rc-consider — so  the 
Cumberland  road  bill  was  defeated. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole. 

Riflemen. — The  bill  from  the  senate  to  create  a" 
regiment  of  mounted  riflemen,  and  to  establish  a 
military  post  on  the  Oregon,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  lirinkerlwff,  from  the  military  cominillee,  pro- 
posed sundry  amendments.  One  was  to  make  it  a 
simple  regiment  of  riflemen,  leaving  it  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  president  to  mount  it,  if,  in  his  judgment, 
necessary.  Another  gives  to  actual  settlers  and  cul- 
tivators within  live  miles  of  any  of  the  posla  estab- 
lished, 320  acres  of  land  for  the  encouragement  of 
agriculture. 

Mr.  Leui?!,  of  Pa.,  proposed  an  amendment  that  tha 
ofBners  shall  be  native  Americans,  and  thereupon 
made  a  speech  of  an  hour's  length  in  favor  of  "Na- 
tive Americanism." 

Mr.  Dromgoole,  replied  and  said  that  native  Ame- 
ricanism was  an  obsolete  idea,  worse  than  the  U.  S. 
bank.     The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  April  8.  Slave  trade.  Mr.  Adana, 
offered  a  resolution  calling  for  the  correspondence  of 
.Mr.  Gordon,  consul  of  the  United  Stales  at  Rio  Ja- 
neiro, if  not  incompatible  with  public  interest,  in 
reference  to  the  slave  trade  carried  on  between  Bra- 
zil and  the  Coast  of  Africa.  Adopted.  The  house 
went  into  commitlee  of  the  whole  upon  the  senate 
bill  for  raising  a  company  of  riflemen  and  for  the 
protection  of  the  Oregon  country. 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tenn.,  briefly  addressed  the  com- 
mittee, mainly  in  reply  to  the  Native  American 
speech  of  Mr.  Levin,  delivered  yesterday. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Gordon,  of 
N.  York,  Yell,  of  Ark.,  and  G.  W.  Jonei,  of  Tenn., 
on  the  merits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  J.  If.  Campbell,  of  New  York,  followed  in  a 
speech  of  one  hour's  length,  in  vindication  of  the 
principles  of  the  Native  American  party,  and  in  fa- 
vor  of  extending  the  period  required  for  the  natu- 
ralization of  foreigners  lo  twonly-one  years. 

Mr.  }\'oodruff,  of  N.  York,  then  spoke  for  an  hour 
on  the  same  side,  and  was  followed  by 

Mr.  C'/ii/miijii,  of  Mich.,  in  opposition  to  Native 
Americanism  as  an  unhallowed  effort  of  the  whig 
party  to  secure  the  vole  of  the  disaffected  of  the  de- 
mocratic party. 

Mr.  McConneU,  obtained  Ihe  Boor  and  maJe  one  of 
his  characteristic  speeches. 

The  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Messrs.  Hop- 
kins,  of  Va.,  Davis,  of  Miss.,  Sawyer,  of  Ohio,  fint/i- 
6un,  of  N.  York,  and  7'/>onipson,  ol  Pa.,  who  spoke 
of  the  merits  of  the  question,  and  then  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 


MR.    BENTON'S    SPEECH. 

I _ _ 

IN    THE    SENATE,    APRIL    llT,    1846. 

1  Mr.  Benton  said  he  did  not  rise  to  make  any  speech, 
but  merely  to  vindicate  history,  and  the  intelligence 
of  the  senate,  from  an  error  into  which  the  senator 

j  from  Mif:higan,  not  now  in  his  seat,  (Mr.  Cass,)  had 
fallen  yesterday,  in  relying  on  Mr.  Greenhow's  book 
on  Oregon.  That  book  maintained  that  thecommia- 
saries  had  never  acted  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht; 
had  never  established  the  limits  between  the  British 
and  French  possessions  in  North  America;  had  dune 
nolhingon  the  subject.  And  the  senator  from  .Michi- 
gan, holding  .Mr.  Greenhow  to  be  right,  had  adopted 
his  opinion,  and  laid  so  much  stress  upon  the  fact  of 
the  action  ol  these  commissaries,  as  to  make  his  fu- 

1  lure  conduct  upon  the  Oregon  question  dapeodeat 
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upon  it.     If  Mr.   Greenhow   "as   wrong    and     he 
commi.sariea  had  acted  and  eslabl.she.   the  parallel 
of  49°,  and    this  fact  was  proved,  he  (Mr.  B;.)  un- 
derstood the  senator  from  Michijan  '°  »?^%\hat  he 
would   give   up   the    Russian    IwbU  of  54°  40'    and 
never  say  any  thing  more  about  Oregon  north  of  49°. 
This  is  a  penalty  which  Mr.  B.  would  not  have  im- 
posed: it  was  giving  to  the  line  of  the  treaty  of  Utrech 
a   consequence  and  importance  which  he  would  not 
have  attributed  lo  it.     But    the  senator  from  Michi- 
gan had  judged  for  himself,  and  judged  deliberately; 
for  his  speech  was  well  prepared,  and  it  was  hi-  own 
act  to   make  his  future  conduct  dependent  upon  the 
correctness  of  Mr.   Greenhow's  opinion    which   he 
had  quoted  and  adopted.    Mr.  B.  would  show  by  the 
highest  evidence,  that  the  commiss.iries  did  act;  tha 
they    did    establish    the   limits  between   France  and 
Great   Britain  in  North   Americi;  and  that  the  49th 
parallel   was  one  of  the  lines  eslabli-hed;  and,  hav- 
ing shown  this,  lie  would  make  no  argument  upon  il, 
would  make  no  application  of  the  fact,  but  content 
himself  wilh  vindicating  history  al  an  essential  point, 
and  leave  it  to  the  senator  from  Michigan  to  ci»e  it 
the  iiifl.ieiice  upon  his  own  conduct  which  he  should 
think  proper.  ,    ,u„ 

Ml  B  then  made  a  statement  introductory  to  the 
proofs  which  he  meant  to  introduce,  and  showing 
bow  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  had  become  applicable  to 
•this  question  of  boundary  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  It  grew  out  of  the  purchase  o 
Louisiana,  and  was  coeval  wilh  that  purchase.  11 
was  known  to  every  body  that  the  northwestern  cor- 
ner of  Ihe  United  Stales  could  not  be  closed,  be_ 
cause  there  was  an  impossible  call  m  the  treaty  ol 
1783.  It  called  for  a  due  west  course  from  the  Like 
of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi,  when  such  course 
would  never  strike  the  Mississippi— the  lake  being 
north  of  the  head  of  that  river.  Upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  line  due  west  from  the  lake  would  strike 
the  river,  the  right  lo  its  free  navigation  was  grant- 
ed to  the  British  by  the  treaty  of  peace;  but,  on 
finding  that  the  line  would  not  strik-  the  river,  the 
struggle  began  between  the  two  countries— on  the 
part  of  the  British  to  deflect  the  line,  to  turn  it  down 
southwest,  and  thus  get  to  the  river,  and  with  tl^ 
arrival  upon  that  stream  to  come  lo  the  enjoyment  ol 
its  navigation.  The  struggle  on  the  part  ol  the 
United  States  was  to  prevent  this  consequence— to 
close  the  line  without  yielding  ihe  navigation;  and 
this  contest  had  continued  twenty  years,  when  a 
treaty  was  signed  in  London  to  terminate  this  con- 
test. It  was  in  ihe  year  1803,  Mr.  Jcfierson  being 
president,  and  Mr.  Rufus  King,  minister  m  London; 
for,  in  those  days,  ministers  were  not  «o  rapidly  chang- 
ed upon  a  change  of  administration  as  has  sometimes 
since  occurred. 

The  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  then  signed  deflect- 
ed the  line  so  as  to  reach  the  Mississippi  on  the  short- 
est course;  and  this  was  done  in  conformity  to  in- 
structions from  the  government  of  the  United  Stales. 
This  treaty  was  signed  in  the  spring  of  1803;  and  it 
so  happened  that. about  the  same  time— namely, 
twelve  days  before  the  signature  of  the  treaty  in 
London— the  treaty,  without  the  knowledge  of  Mr. 
King  for  the  sale  of  Louisiana  to  the  Untiled  Slates,  j 
was  signed.  The  two  treaties  arrived  in  the  United  | 
Slates  together,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  immediately  saw 
the  advantage  which  the  Louisiana  treaty  gave  him 
in  cutting  otf  forever  the  British,  both  from  Ihe  na- 
vigation of  the  Mississippi  and  from  the  whole  valley  | 
«f  that  river.  Tlie  most  accomplished  diplomatist 
in  America— perhaps  equal  lo  any  in  Europe— he 
saw  at  once  that  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  put  us 
in  the  shoes  of  toe  French  in  all  treaties  applicable 
to  that  province;^hat  it  especially  made  us  a  party 
to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht;  gave  us  the  beneht  of  the 
line  49,  established  under  Ihal  treaty;  and  he  imme- 
diately dclermined  lo  recommend  lo  the  senate  the 
reieclion  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  trtaij  signed  at 
London,  and  to  rely  afterwards  upon  the  Uiiechl 
treaty  as  a  matter  of  riglU  to  force  the  British  outo 
the  valley  of  tnc  Mississippi.  The  senate  conc.irred 
with  him.  They  rejected  the  fifth  article  of  Ihe  trea- 
ty; and  then  the  double  duly  presented  lisclf  to  be 
performed  at  London. 

The  rejection  of  the  article  of  the  treaty  was  to 
bo  justified,  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  was  to  he  plead 
against  the  brilish,  to  put  an  end  to  their  darling  de- 
lire  lo  obtain  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  1  he 
fiml  was  a  delicate  duty.  The  non-ralification  of  a 
treaty,  concluded  under  inslruclions,  except  for  good 
cause,  is,  by  the  law  of  nations,  an  injury  to  the  ad 
»er»c  power,  implying  a  breach  of  lailh  but  little 
short  of  llie  enormity  of  violating  the  same  treaty 
alter  lis  ratification.  To  show  this  good  cause— to 
justify  ourselves  for  a  seeming  breach  of  faith— was 
the  immediate  care  of  Mr.  JclfBrsun;  and  immedi- 
atelv  after  ihe  senalc  had  acled  upon  the  two  trea- 
ties   namely,   on   the    14lhof  February,  1804,  Mr 


lies,    Iianicij,    "■»    *••-     » -• <■    -      , 

Madison,  secretary  of  state,  wrote  to  Mr.  Mouroc, 


(Mr.  King  having  asked  leave  to  return  when  he 
had  concluded  his  treaty,)  to  bring  this  delicale  busi- 
ness before  the  British  government,  and  saUsfy  them 
at  once  upon  the  point  of  the  non-ratification  of  the 
fifth  article.  The  treaty  of  Utrecht  furnished  the 
iustificalion,  and  Mr.  Monroe  was  instructed  lo  urge 
'it  accordingly.  ,  ,  ,  , 

Mr.  B.  =aid  this  extraordinary  statement  brought 
him  to  the  production  of  his  anthoritics.  He  would 
now  have  recourse  to  the  language  of  others  anrt 
would  read  a  paragraph  from  the  first  letter  of  Mr. 
Madison  to  Mr.  Monroe  on  this  subject: 

"If  the  fiflh  article  be  expunged,  the  north  bound- 
ary of  Louisiana  will,  as  is  reasonable,  remain  the  j 
same  in  ihe  hands  of  the  United   Slates  as  it  was  in  | 
the  hands  of  France,  and  be  adjusted  and  establish- 
ed according  to  the  principles  and  authorities  which 
in  that  case  would  have  been  applicable.     There  is 
reason  lo  believe  that  the  boundary  het.veen  Louisi- 
ana and  the  British  tercit..rips  north  of  it  were  actu- 
ally   fixed   by    commissioners    appointed  under  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  that  this  boundary  vvas  to  run 
from  the  Like  of  the  Woods  weslwardly,  in  latitude 
49  degrees;  m  which  case  the  fifth  article  would  be  nu- 
gatory, as  the  line  from  the  Lakeof  the  Woods  to  the 
nearest  source  of  the  Mississippi,  would  run  thr  .ugh  j 
territory  which  on  both  sides  of  the  line  would  be- 
long   to    the    Uniled    Slates.     Annexed    is    a  paper 
stating    Ihe   aulh'>rity  on   which  the  decision  of  the 
commissioners  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  rests,  and 
the    reasoning  opposed  to  the  construction,  making  | 
the  49ih  degree  of  lalitu  le  the  northern  boundary  of  j 
Louisiana,    wilh    marginal  notes  in  support  of  that 
construction.     This  paper  will  put  you  more  readily  | 
into    possession  of  the  subject,  as    it  may  enter  into 
your   discussions  with  the  British  government.     Bui  | 
you   will    perceive   Ihe  necessity  of  recurring  to  the  1 
proceedings  of  the  commissioners,  as  the  source  of 
authentic   information.     These   are   not  within  our 
reach  here,  and  it  must,  consequently,  be  left  lo  your 
own  researches  and  judgment  lo  determine  the  pro- 
per use  to  be  made  of  them." 

Mr.  B  remarked  upon  the  language  of  this  ex- 
tract. The  fart  of  the  commissaries  having  acled 
was  assumed  for  certain:  the  precise  terms  of  their 
act,  and  the  construction  of  those  terms,  was  not  ex- 
actly known:  and  Mr.  Monroe  was  directed  lo  ex- 
amine the  proceedings  of  the  commissaries  in  Lon 
don— lo  ascertain  the  particulars- and  to  act  accord- 
ing to  his  judgment?  Mr.  Monroe  did  so,  and  found 
not  the  least  difficulty  on  either  branch  of  his  duty. 
The  justification  for  the  non  ratification  of  the  bound- 
!  arv  clause  seems  to  have  been  admitted  without  a 
'  word;  nor  did  the  other  branch  of  the  subject  en. 
counter  the  least  difficulty.  The  Utrecht  treaty  car- 
ried all  through.  But  let  Mr.  Monroe  speak  for 
himself.  In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Madison,  of  Septem- 
ber 8,  1804,  he  says: 

"We  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  convention 
respecting  the  boundaries,  in  the  light  in  which  the 
ratification  by  the  president  presented  it.  On  that 
subject,  also,  1  omitted  nothing  which  the  documents 
in  my  possession  enabled  me  to  say;  in  aid  of  which 
1  1  thought  it  advisable,  a  lew  days  afterwards,  to  send 
to  his  loidship  a  note  explanatory  of  the  motives 
which  induced  tlie  president  and  senate  to  decline  , 
ratifying  the  fiflh  article.  As  the  afiair  had  become  | 
by  that  circumslance  in  some  degree  a  delicale  one,  j 
;  and  as  it  was  in  its  nature  intricate,  1  thought  il  im- 
i  proper  lo  let  the  explanation  which  1  had  given  rest 
on  the  memory  of  a  single  individual.  By  coiiimit- 
1  ting  it  lo  paper,  il  might  be  better  understood  by 
i  Lord  Harrowby,  and  by  the  cabinet,  to  whom  he  will 
]  doubtless  submit  it." 

1  In  this  extract  (resumed  Mr.  B  )  -Mr.  Monroe 
shows  that  he  held  a  conversation  wilh  Lord  Har- 
rowby, the  British  secretary  of  slate,  and  used  the 
Utrecht  Irealy  for  both  the  purposes  for  which  he 
had  been  instructed  to  use  it,  and  with  perfect  suc- 
cess. He  sl»o  shows  thai,  unwilling  to  leave  such 
an  imporlanl  matter  to  the  memory  of  an  individual, 
he  drew  up  the  substance  of  his  conversation  in 
wriling,  and  delivered  it  lo  Lord  Harrowby,  that  he 
mifeht  lay  it  before  the  cabinet.  The  production  ol 
this  paper,  then,  is  the  next  link  in  the  chain  of  the 
evidence  to  be  laid  before  the  senate;  and  here  il  is: 
"Paper  respeclmg  the  boundary  of  the  Uni  ed  States,  de- 
livered lo  Lard  Ha>rowbii.  Hept  5,  1804. 
"By  the  lenlh  rlicle  of  the  treaty  ol  Utrecht,  il 
is  agreed  'lliat  France  shall  restore  lo  Great  Urilain 
■Ihe  bay  and  straits  of  Hudson,  together  wiih  all 
lands,  seas,  seacoasts,  rivers,  and  places  siluatc  m 
the  said  bay  and  straits  which  belong  lliereunlo,' 
&c.  It  is  also  agreed  'Ihal  coiumissarios  shall  be 
forthwith  appointed  by  each  power  lo  determine, 
within  a  year,  the  limits  between  the  said  bay  ol 
Hudson  and  ihe  places  appertaining  to  the  French; 
and  also  describe  and  selile,  m  like  manner,  llie 
boundaries  between  the  other  British  and  Freuoh  co- 
lonies iu  these  parts."  , 


"Commissaries  were  accordingly  appointed  by 
each  power,  tcho  executed  the  slipulnlions  of  the  treaty 
in  eitablishing  the  boundaries  proposed  by  it.  They  fix- 
ed Ihe  northern  boundary  of  Canada  and  Louisiana 
by  a  line  beginnins  in  the  Atlantic,  at  a  cape  or 
promontory  in  58°  30'  north  lalitude;  Ihence,  soulh- 
westwardly,  lo  the  Lake  Misla-in;  thence,  further 
southwest,  lo  tlie  latitude  of  49°  north  from  the 
equator,  and  along  thai  line  indefinilely." 


Mr    B.   stopped   the  reading,  and  remarked  upon 
the  extract  as  far  as  read.     He  said  this  was  a  state- 
ment—a statement  of  facl— made  by  Mr.  Monroe  lo 
Lord    Harrowby,   and    which,  of  itself,   established 
the  twofold  facl,  thai  the  commissaries  did  acl  under 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  established  the  49lh   par- 
allel as  the  boundary  line  between  France  and  Great 
Britain,    from    the    Lake  of  the    Woods  indefinitely 
west.  How  unfortunate  that  th'- senator  from  Michi- 
gan had  not  looked    to   aulhenlic  documents,  instead 
of  looking  to  Mr.    Greenhow's  book,  and  becoming 
its  dupe  and  its  victim.     If  so,  he  never  could  have 
fallen  into  the  serious  error  of  denying  Ihe  eslabhsh- 
ment  of  the    line    under   the  Irealy  of  Ulrcchl;  and 
the  further  serious  error  of  saying  that  Mr.  Monroe 
had  added  nothing  lo  Mr.   Madison's  slatemcnt,  and 
had  left  the  question  as  doubiful  as  he  found  it.     In 
point  of  fact.  Mr.  Monroe   added    the  pnrticu/ors  of 
which  Mr.  Madison  had  declared  his  ignorance;  add- 
ed the  beginning,  the  courses,  and  the  ending  of  the 
line;  and  slated    the    whole  wilh   the  precishm  of  a 
man  who   had    t  ken   his   information  from  Ihe  pro- 
ceedings of  the  commissaries.     And  lo  whom  did  he 
deliver  this  paper?    To   a    British  secretary  of  state, 
I  to  be  laid  before  the  king  in  cabinet  council,  and  to 
1  be    used    against    the    power   who    was  parly  to  the 
'  ireatv!     And  what  did    Lord  Harrowby  say?     Deny 
the  fact,  like  the  senator  who  is  so  unfortunate  a^  to 
follow  Mr.  Greenhow,  or   even  resist  the  argument 
resulting    from    the    facl?     Not  al  all.      He  made  no 
objection  to  either  Ibe  fact  or  the  inference;  and  Mr. 
Monroe    thus   proceeded    lo  apply    his   facls,  and   to 
urge  the  exclusion  of  the  Brilish  from  the  ndvigation 
of  the  Mississippi  and    ils   entire  valley,  as  a  matter 
of  right,  under  the  Utrecht  Irealy,  and  by  the  provi- 
sions of  which  they  could  hold  no  lerrilory  south  of 
49.     Hear  him: 

"By  Mitchell's  map,  bv  which  the  Irealy  of  1783 
was    formed,  il  was  evidei  t   that  Ihe  northwestern 
point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  was  at  leasl  as  high 
north  as  the  latitude  of  49  degrees.  By  the  observa. 
lions  of  Mr.    Thompson,   astronomer  lo  the  North- 
western company,  il  appears  to  be  in  latitude  49  deg. 
37    min       By  joining,  then,  the   western  boundary  of 
Canada   lo    its   northern  m  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
and  closing  both  there,  it  follows  that  il  was  the  ob- 
vious intention  of  Ihe  ministers  who  negotiated  the 
treaty,  and  of  their  respeclive  governments,  that  ihe 
Uniled   Slates  should   possess  all  the  territory  lying 
between  the  Lakes  and  the  .Mississippi,  south  of  the 
parallel  of  Ihe  49th  degree  of  north   latitude.     This 
is  confirmed   by    the   courses  which  are  afterwards 
pursued  by  Ihe  treaty,  since  ihey  are  precisely  those 
which   had   been  established  between  Great  Britain 
and  France  in  former  treaties.    By  running  due  west 
from    the    northwestern   point  of  the   Lake   of  the 
Woods  lo  the  Mississippi,  il  must  have  been  iiiteiid- 
ed,  according  to  the   lights   before  Ihem,  to  lake  the 
'  parallel  of  the  49th  degree  of  latitude  as  established 
under  the  treaty  of  Ulrecht;  and  pursuing  thence  the 
course  of  the   Mississippi  to  the  31sl  degree  of  lati- 
tude   the  whole  extent  of  the  wesiern  boundary  of  .he 
United  Stales,    the  boundary  which  had  been  estab- 
lished by  the  treaty  of  1783  was  actually  adopted  — 
This  conclusion   is  furiher  supported   by  the  liberal 
spirit  which  terminaled  the  war  of  our  revolution;  it 
having   been    maniieslly  the  intention  of  the  parlies 
lo  heal,  as  far  as  could  be  done,  the  wounds  which  it 
had  inflicted.     Nor  is  it  essentially  weakened  by  the 
circumslance  that  the  Mississippi  is  called  lor  by  the 
western  course  from  the  Lake  of  llie  Woods,  or  that 
Its  navigation   is  stipulated  in  f..vor  of  both  powers. 
Westward   of  the    Mississippi,    lo   the  souih  of  the 
forlyninlh  degree  of  north   laliiude.    Great  Britain 
held  there  no   leriitory;  that  river  was  her  western 
boundary.     In  running  west,  and  ceding  the  territory 
10  the  river,  it  was  impossible  not  to  Call  for  it;  and, 
on  the  supposilion  thai  it  look  its  source  wilhin  ihe 
limits  of  the  Hudson    bay   company,  il  was  natural 
thai    It  should    stipulate    the    free  navigalion  of  llie 
river;  but,  in  so  doing,   il  is  presumed  lliat  hergov- 
erninenl  respected  more  a    delicate  sense  of  what  it 
might  be  supposed  to  owe  lo  the  interest  of  that  com- 
pany, Ihan  any  strong   motive  of  policy,  lounded  on 
the   mteresls  of  Canada   or    its  other  possessions  in 
that  quarter.     As   Great   Britain  ceded  al  Ihe  same 
lime   the    Floridas   to   Spam;  Ihe  navigation  of  Ihe 
i  Mississippi    to   her  »ubjecls.   if  it  took  place,  being 
I  under  a  foreign  jurisdiciion,  could  nol  l^ail  to  draw 
Itom  ber  own  terrilotieB  the  resources  which  proper- 
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Ij  belonged  to  them,  and  therefore  could  not  be  view- 1  longing  to  or  cUiined  by  either  party  on  the  conti- 1  as  the  virtual  discorerer  and  almost  the  fathi:rof  the 
ed  in  the  light  of  a  national  advantage  "  nent  of  America,  to  the   westward   of  the  Stony    diliimbia  river.     It  was  the  child  of  his  nftictions 

"After  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  at  the  lime  the  con-  [  mountains."  and  of  hia  pride,  and  he  cherished  it  not  merely  at 

vention  in  contemplation  was  entered  into,  the  state  ,  Here  is  concurrence  (said  Mr.  n.)  in  the  proceed-  an  object  of  science,  but  of  the  greatest  utility.  He 
of  things  was,  as  is  above  staled.  The  territory  ings  of  the  commissaries  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  lonUed  to  it  for  great  practical  benefits  to  his  coun- 
which  Great  Britain  held  west  of  the  Lake  of  the  ;  Here  is  submission  to  that  treaty  on  the  part  of  the  try;  yet  he,  forty  years  ago,  in  the  rery  year  after  the 
Woods,  was  bounded  south  by  the  forty-ninth  degree  '■  British,  and  a  surrender  under  its  inexorable  pmvi- 1  return  of  Lewis  and  Clarke,  and  when  cnlhnsiasm 
of  north  laliludc;  that  which  lay  between  the  Lake  sions  all  pretensions  to  tlie  long  cherished  and  dar 
iiul  the  MisMssippi,  southward  of  thai    ling  pursuit  of  the  free  navigation  of  the  Missi 


of  ihe  Woods  and  the  MisMssippi,  southward  of  thai  ling  pursuit  of  the  free  navigation  ol  the  Mississippi, 
parallel,  belonged  to  the  Uniled  Slates;  and  that  True,  (he  article  did  not  then  ripen  into  a  treaty 
which  lay  to  the  west  of  Ihe  Mississippi  to  Spain.—  j  stipulation.  It  was  many  years  afterwards,  namely. 
It  being,  understood,  by  more  recent  discoveries  or  i  at  London,  in  1813,  that  this  line  of  49  was  estab- 
observalions,  that  the  source  of  the  Mississippi  did  I  lished  to  Ihc  llocky  mountains;  but  the  offer  of  the 
did  not  extend  so  high  north  as  had  been  supposed;  articles  in  1307  was  conclusive  of  the  pretension, 
and  Great  Britain  having  shown  a  desire  to  have  the  [  and  though  menlionod  at  Ghent  in  1815,  it  was  quick- 
boundary   of   the    United    Stales   modified   in   such  i  ly  abandoned. 

manner  as  to  strike  that  river,  an  article  to  that  ef-  -phe  question  now  (Mr.  B.  said)  was  to  see  what 
feet  was  inserted  in  the  late  convention;  but,  in  so  j  reception  these  articles  met  with  at  home — met  with 
doing,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  American  j  from  m,.,  Jefferson,  to  whom  they  were  of  course 
minister  or  of  the  British  minister  to  do  more  than  immediately  commuijicated.  And  here  let  Mr.  Jcf- 
simply  to  define  the  American  boundary.  It  was  not  fergon  speak  for  himself,  as  speaking  through  Mr. 
contemplated  by  either  of  Ihem  that  America  should  Madison,  in  a  letter  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney, 
convey  to  Great  Britain  any  right  to  the  territory  ly- I  (\ir.  Pmkney,  of  Maryland,  having  then  joined  Mr. 
ing  westward  of  that  line,  sinre  not  a  foot  of  it  be-  j  Monroe,  in  London.)  under  date  of  July  30th,  1807: 
longed  to  her;  it  was   intended   to  leave  it  to  Great]      "Your   letter  of  April  25ih,  enclosing  the  British 

j  project  of  a  convention  of  limits,  and  your  proposed 
amendments,  have  been  duly  received.  The  follow- 
ing observations   explain    Ihe   terms  on   which  the 

I  president  authorizes  you  to  close  and  sign  the  instru- 

!  menl: 

■'The  modification  of  the  5th  article  (noted  as 


Britain  to  settle  the  point  as  tosuch  lerritory,or  su 
portion  of  it  as  she  might  want,  with  Spain,  or 
rather  with  France,  to  wbora  it  then  belonged.  At 
this  period,  however,  certain  measures  respecting 
the  Mississippi,  and  movements  in  tliatqujrler  took 
place,  which  seemed  to  menace  the  great  interests  uf 
America  that  were  dependent  on  that  river.  These 
excited  our  sensibility,  acute  and  universal,  of  which, 
in  an  equal  degree,  her  history  furnishes  few  exam- 
ples. 'I'hey  led  to  a  discussion,  which  terinin  ited  in 
a  treaty  with  France,  by  which  that  power  ceded  to 
the  Uniled  Slates  the  whole  of  Louisiana  as  she  had 
received  it  ol  Spain.  This  treaty  look  place  on  the 
30tii  of  April,  1803,  twelve  days  only  before  the 
convention  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Slates  was  signed,  and  some  days  before  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  treaty  was  known  to  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries who  iiegotialeJ  and  signed  the  convent' 


for  their  success  filled  every  bosom,  and  his  own 
more  than  all,  proposed,  and  not  only  proposed,  but 
pressed  the  proposition,  to  make  49°  the  line  of  divi- 
sion throughout  to  the  sea.  lie  knew  very  well  what 
he  was  about  then,  and  where  that  line  would  run. 
The  coast  of  the  Pacific  had  been  well  surveyed:  th« 
course  of  the  Colnmhia.  from  its  mouth  to  Ihe  Up- 
per Falls,  near  the  moulh  of  Clarke's  river,  just  be- 
low latitude  49°,  was  meandered  by  Lewis  and 
Clarke,  and  well  presented  in  their  map.  He  knetr 
what  he  was  about,  and  he  proposed  the  latitude  of 
49°  throughout.  I  mention  this  as  an  historical  fact, 
and  to  show  his  opinion  of  the  treaty  of  Ulrecht. — 
And  here  I  close  what  1  have  to  say  in  relation  to 
that  treaty  as  depending  upon  British  and  .American 
authority.  It  is  surely  enough;  but  there  was  an- 
other party  to  the  treaty — France;  and  to  conplete 
the  proof,  it  will  he  as  appropriate  as  convenient  to 
conclude  the  matter  with  a  brief  exhibition  of  French 
testimony.  Here  it  is,  (said  Mr.  B-,  displaving  two 
huge  folio  volumes,  and  opening  some  map«;)  here 
it  is:  Posllewai's  Commercial  Dictionary  with  D'An- 
ville's  maps,  dedicated  to  the  D  ike  of  Orle;iii8. 
Mr.  B.  then  nointed  nut  tie  lin«  established  under 


Which  the  British  com  .lissioners  woul  1  have  agreed  'he  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  read  Ihe  account  of  it  ai 
to)  may  be  admitted,  in  case  that  proposed  by  you  lo  ei'^e"  '"J  "o'e  on  the  upper  lefl  hand  corner  of  the 
them  be  not  altaiuable.     But  it  is  much  to  be  wished  ;  'naP_    The  dMscrip.ionwa,  in  these  w.irds: 

•'The  line  Ihat  parts  French  Cnnadnfrom  Biilim  Ca- 
nnda  wn$  settled  by  commissnries  after  the  pence  of  Utreekt, 
making  a  course  from  O'H'ia'  Inlet,  on  the  ^.'Itlantic  seat 
dmon  to  the  49(/i  drgree.  Ihr.jugh  Ihe  Lake  Mitibis  (u  Iht 


and  pressed,  though  not  made  an  ultimatum,  thai  the 
proviso  to  both  should  be  omitted.  This  is,  in  no  vie.v 
whatever,  necessary,  and  can  have  lillle  other  effect 
Ihan  as  an  offensive  inlimJlion  to  Spain  tiiat  our 
claims  extend  to  the  Pacitic  ocean.  However  rea- 
sonable such  claims  may  be,  compared  .vith  those  of 
others,  it  is  irnpolitic,  especially  al  the  pr -sent  mo- 
ment, to  strengthen  Spanish  jealousies  of  the  United 
Stales,  which   it  is   probably  an  object  with  Great 


"Under  such    uircumslances,  it  is  impossiole  that  j  Britain  to  excite  by  the  clause  in  question.'' 
any  right  which  the  United  Slates  derived  underlhat '      This,  Mr.  President,  was  Mr.  Jefferson's  opinion  of 
treaty  could  be  convnyed  by  this  convention  lo  Great  |  i^g  ijpe  of  40°  — for  it  throughout— in  its  whole  ex- 


Britain,    or    that  the  ministers  who  formed  the  con-    ,e,u    •'indtfinUelyr   as    settled   under   the   treaty    of :  ""3.  Probaby  the  Regent  Duke  who  gover 
vention  could  have  contemplated  such  an  effect  by  it.!  utrechl;  and  not  only  for  it,  butearneslly  and  press- 1  J"'''"S   the   minority  ol  Louis  XV.;  and 


Miithwest  ocean:  therefore.  Mr.  D'.lnville's  doited  line, 
east  af  James^  bay.  is /ufse." 

This  map  was  made  by  D'Anville,  the  great  French 
geographer  of  his  age,  and  dedicated  to  the  D  ike  of 
Orleans,  and  said  to  have  been  made  under  tne  pa- 
tronage of  the  late  Duke,  who  is  said,  in  a  m  ite 
upon  the  map,  to  have  expended  one  thousand  pounds 
upon  its  construction  and  engraving.  The  lale  Duke 
~  verned  France 

if  so,  the 


Thus  the  stipulation   which   is  contained  in  the  fifth 
article  of  llie  convention  has  become,  by  the  cession  i  i 


ngly   so.     He   was  for  culline  off  the  proviso,  and  I  -"^p   may   be  considered  as  the  work  of  the  French 
etting  the  line  run  through  to  the  ocean!     And  who  1  government  itself.     Be    that   as  it  may,  it  is  the  au- 


run  through  a  country' wtiich  now  belongs  exclusive- ;  (jiarke,  and   even  before  that  of  Gray,  when  in  an-  '       Mr.  B.  said  he  was  no  great  advocate  for  the  map 
ly  tothelatler."  ]  oUier    part  of  tne   world— when    the    United  Slates  '  argument- for    the  collection  of  two  piles  of  maps, 

This  reasoning  (said  Mr.  B.)  was  conclusive,  and  !  ,j,,|,J5ier  lo  France  under  the  Confederation— his  |  one  having  a  line  upon  it,  the  other  without  a  line, 
in  the  course  of  the  negol|jl:oiis  which  followed, ;  piniosophic  mind  told  him  that  the  lofty  ridge  of  the  1  and  then  assigning  the  victory  to  the  tallest  pile.  He 
both  parlies  acluallj  proposed  aiiicles,  adopting  the  Rocky  mountains,  penetrating  the  region  of  eternal :  was  no  great  advocate  for  Ihe  map  argument;  and  if 
Utrecht  line  fio.ii  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  with  a  snow,  and  traversing  llie  country  north  and  south;!  he  was,  the  two  maps  before  hiin  would  be  a  fine  il- 
proviso  against  its  application  to  the  country  west  ol  |  must  turn  waters  each  way— to  the  west  as  well  as  |  lustration  of  its  folly;  for  the  two  before  me,  though 

Ibe  Rocky  mountains.     In  adopting  the  line  both  ar  !  lo  the  east and  send  a  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean  as  i  made  by  the  same  author,  and  adopted  into  the  same 

tides    were  identiojl;  the  provisos   were  the  same;;  j^ell  as   to   the   Gulf  of    Mexico;   his    philosophic  [  work,  would  fall    into   two  different  piles,  one  with 
the  only  difference  was  lu  the  modification  of  the  ex-  j  mind  saw  this,  and  his  practical  genius  proposed  the  !  and  one  without  the  line,  one   with  and  one  without 

realization  of  his  vision.     The  young  and  intrepid  !  the  descriptive  memorandum.     Confronted  in  a  pile, 


tent  of  tliB  line.     Here  they  are: 
^rlicfe   5,  as  proposed  by  the  Jlmerican  commissioners 
"It  IS  agreed  llial  a  line  drawn  due  north  or  south 
(as  Ihe   case    may    require)  from  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  Lake  of  the    Woods,  until  il  shall   inter- 
sect  the   forij-ninlh   parallel  of  norlh  latitude,  and 
from  the  poinl   of  such    intersection   due  wesl  along 
and  with  the  said  parallel,  shall  be  the  dividing  line 
between    his   majesty's   territories  and  those  of  the 
United  Stales  to  ilie  westward  of  the  said  lake,  and 
that  the  said  line  to  and  along  with  the  said  paiallel 
shall    form   ihe  sou(/iein  boundary  of  his  majesty's 
territories  and  the  northern  Doundary  of  the  said  ter- 
ritories  of  the   United  Stales:  i'roDided:  That  noth- 
ing in  the    present  article  shall  be  construed  lo  ex 
tend   lo   llie   northwest  coast  of  America,  or  lo  the 
terrilories  belonging  to  or  claimed  by  either  party  on 
the   couiiiient  ol  America  to   the   westward  of  the 
Stony  mountains." 
.Jriicle  5,  as  the  British  Commissioners  tQould  agree  to 
make  it. 
"It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawn  due  north  or  south 
(as  the  case  may  require)  from  the  most  northwest- 
ern   point,  of  the  Lake  of  the   Woods,  until  it  shall 
intersect  the    lorty-Dinlh  parallel  of  north  latitude, 
and  from  the   point  of  such  ihlersection  due   wesl, 
along  and  with  the  said  parallel,  shall  be  the  dividing 
line  between  his  majesty's  territories  and  those  of  the 
United   Slates    to   the   westward  of  the  said  lake,  as 
far  OS  their  respective  tciritories  extend  in  that  quarter; 
and  thai  the  said   hue  shall,  lo  that  extern,  form  the 
southern   boundary  of  his  majesty's  said  territories, 
and    llie   n&rthem  boundary  ot  the  said  territories  oi 
the   Uniled   Slates:  Frovuled,  That   nothing   in   the 


veller,  Ledyard,  was  then  m  Paris,  on  his  way  to 
commence  that  African  expedition  in  which  he  so 
unfortunately  lost  his  life.  Mr.  Jefferson  proposed 
to  him  to  relinquish  that  design — lo  belaki;  himself 
to  a  new  Ihealre — lo  the  new  world,  and  to  the  west- 
ern slope  of  the  American  continent.  He  proposed 
to  hi.a  lo  proceed  to  St.  Petersburg,  furnished  with 
th  ....  ■    •         -J.,-. 

pr 


where  the  biggi-st  pile  was  to  carry  the  day,  llioy 
would  neutralize  each  other;  but,  examined  by  the 
test  of  chronology  and  the  lights  of  histnry,  they  be- 
came consistent,  intelligible,  and  potent.  One  was 
made  in  1752,  the  other  in  176C,  and  each  was  right 
according  to  its  lime.  In  the  interval  between  these 
two  dales,  namely,  in  1763,  the  line  cea'cd  to  exist! 


e  proper  letters  to  obtain  the  permission  and  the  I  Great  Brilain  acquired  Canada,  the  line  no  longer 
,,.oleclion  uf  the  Russian  government,  to  proceed  j  had  application,  and  from  that  time  ceased  to  appear 
overland  to  Kamschatka— cross  the  sea  at  Behring's  ]  on  maps.     What  was  necessary  in  1752  became  use- 

3traii3 follow  the  coast  down  until  he  came  to   the  ;  less  in  1766. 

great  river  which  must  be  there — then  follow  it  up 
lo  its  source  in  the  Rocky  mountains— and,  crossing 
over  come  down  the  Missouri.  This  is  what  Mr. 
JeHerson  proposed  to  Mr.  Ledyard  some  sixty  years 
ago:  twenty  years  afterwards,  and  when  President 
ol  the  Uniled   Stales,  he  carried  his  idea  into  effect 


through  the  expedition  of  Lewis  and  Clarke.    Their  j  the  pretended  line  of  i'J", so  as  thereby  to  expunge  the  in 


[*Mr  Greenhow,  in  a  communication,  daied  April  2il, 
in  the  Wus-hingion  Union,  slates  that  the  map  ciicd  by 
Mr.  Benton,  is  nol  the  true  original  map  of  D'Anville,  or 
a  correct  copy  of  ii,  but  is  an  Ln^lish  copy,  published  in 
London,  in  1752,  as  "greatly  unproved  by  John  Bolton," 
which  improveinenla  parily  consist  in  Ihe  inierpolotion  of 


,.u.v.„v  ....  . — -  -.  ■       1  A   -o    Th.  I  pany  limited  inai  company  lo  tUf  rivers Uuwing  into  i 

he  the  commercial  route  between  US  and  Asia.  I  he  .  Jj^^^^^  j^^y_  ^^j  j^j  ^^^  ^jj,^^^  tliem  so  hir  souili 
year  after  their  return,  a  Mr.  Henry,  of  .Missouri,  gouibwest  as  the  to  49".  .Mr.  Greenhow  soys  that  i 
1  the  South  Pass,  and  through  it  the  over-  |  gfihsh  fiovernnicni  perceiving  the  advantages  that  woi 
of  travel  will  forever  be;  but  the  return  ;  accrue  to  G.  Briiain  from  ihe  presumption  of  Madi» 
^ewisand  Clarke  will  be  the  route  of  com-  !  and  Monrou  (hai  ihe  commissaries  under  the  Ulrec 
t  presents  but  two  hundred  and  ten  miles  !  treaty  Aa^/,  in  fact,  run  the  line,  took  care,  of  course,  nol 
arriage    between    the  Great  Falls  of  Mis- I 'o  carp  at  their  staie-neni  or  opinion.     No  such  line  ii  to 


discovered  the  South  Pass,  and  through  it  the  over- 1  gfiiijh  governnicni  perceiving  the  advantages  that  would 
land  line  of  travel  will  forever  be;  but  the  return  ;  accrue  to  G.  Briiain  from  ihe  presumption  of  Madison 
route  of  Lewis  and  Clarke  will  be  the  route  of  com-  !  and  Monrou  ihai  ihe  commissaries  under  the  Utrechl 
merce.     It 

30u'i^i"a''nd''ThTupperFalis  or  IhrCoVumbia"'.  passing  ;  he  lound  on  the  real  map  of  D'Anville.  His  map  was 
suuii  aou   wic  v/i  f  '  r.fi.il.  ,.,>„n     published   in  Pans,  in  174b,  under  the  patronage  of  He 

the  mountains  through  a  low  gap  and  a  lertilecoun- !  t.  .       ,  .,  ,  .    '  .  f      .     " 

try,    long  marked  by    a    large   Indi  ■   .^    »-  ■ 

road 


J    K  (T  i„  1  Uake  of  Orleans,   (not   the  regent,  who  had  been   then 
an   and   buffalo    ^^^j  f^^  .,3  yg„„_,    .,  '      • 


--  , Why  the  senator  omitred  to  read 

he  title  of  the  map  which  lie  has  adduced,  on  which  ibr 


present   ariicle  shall  be  construed  to  extend  lo  the  !      S\r.  Jefferson,  in  this  proposiUon  lo  Ledjarti,  ana    fact  of  iia  Enghah  character  is  slated,  it  ii  no\  for  mf, 
norihwest  coast  of  America,  or  to  the  territories  be-  \  lo  this  expedition  of  Lewis  and  Clarke,  stands  forth  |  B^ye  Mr.  Grccuhow,  "lo  coi»jccture.'"J 
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''\'^^T    n„  nnnlir^iion  of  this  fact      1  draw  no  ar-  '  will  be  delightful.  The  twenty-one  millions  extra  for    deed  to  the  d.te  of  the   Noolka  Sound  treaty    Spain 
gumT,uLrir'"ofapply  "tothe;^^^^^  and    the   ei.ht  or  nine  |  had,  in  the    face  of  all  Europe,  asserted  and  defend- 

title.     1  am  not  argui  '"" 

I  am  vindicating  history 

the  book  which  has  been  m.„..„  -..-  -.-- -        ,  ^        _^ .__     „,,,:-„„.   _.^  ,„  ^,.  ,t,„„  v,„„„„  ,,„„p.  i  controvert  it. 

But  1  must  be  permitted  to  congratulate  one  who 
very  kindly  and  condescendingly  noticed  my  humble 
self,  and  did  me  the  honor  to  call  me  his  friend;  and, 
if  1  may  be  allowed  to  return  the  epithet,  I  will  con- 
gratulate my  friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn) that,  at  last,  antipodes  have  met;  that  he  has 

.^ ^,_ at  length   made  a  convert  of  thj  honorable  senator 

f'r'ie'nd""to"this"a'dministration,  and  !  from  Missouri,  who  stoops  from  his  lofty  place  to 


)  not  aoDlv  it  to  the  question  of  the   armament  ol  tne    navy,    ana    ine   ei-iu  ui    i....<=  ii^u,  m    ..<=    ,a^c  ^.  „,.,.„.  ,.^„,  „...,.  .>.. 

n"  title   and  will  no°do  il;  but  millions  exlra  for  the  army,  will  cease  to  be  wanted,  ed  her  title  to  the  whole  northwest  coast. 

o?v    assailed  Tt  a  vUal  noi  U  by  The  mil.tar,  and  naval  committees,  if  not  wise,  have        But  I   am  not  gomg    mlo  the  argument  to  prove 

.„.  „.,..  „,...„  ....  „een'nuoled  and  endowed.  1  am  ,  at  least  been  lucky.   They  delayed  to  report  bills  for  this.     It  ,s  a  notorious   fact,   and    none  wll  or  can 

Tindicating  the  intelligence  of  the  American  senate,  these  thirty  millions,  and  to  day  they  become  unne-  

exposed  to  contempt  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  by  a  sup-  cessary.     Inactivity,  m  ihem,  ,f  not  masterly    has  a 

posed  ignorance  of  a  treat,  which  is  one  of  the  great  least  been  prohlable;  ,t  has  saved  thirty  millions  of 


political  landmarks  in  Europe  and  America;  and  I 
am  denionstiating  to  the  senator  from  Michigan  that 
the  condition  has  become  absolute  on  uhich  he 
bound  himself  yesterday  to  reverse  his  Oregon  posi 
tion. 

Mr.  President,  the  senator  from  Michigan  gives  us 
some  just  and  wise  observations  on  Ihe  frivolous  and 
ridiculous  causes  which  have  someiimes  involved 
great  nations  in  terrible  war.  Hut  1  Ihink  that,  in 
ore  of  his  illustrations,  he  fell  mto  a  misapplication 
of  an  historical  fact,  and  th;il  without  the  aid  of 
Grcnhow's  book.  It  was  the  case  of  the  war  re- 
sulting from  the  water  on  the  lady's  gown.  The  in- 
cident, I  suppose,  of  the  water  and  the  gown,  in 
which  two  ladies  were  dramatis  ptrsoncE,  and  a  little 
dog  a  prominent  yiguranfe,  took  place  in  the  couit  of 
Queen  Anne:  took  place — not  transpired.  Do  not 
write  me  down  transpired,  or  I  shall  certainly  expire 


extra  taxes,  or  loans,  to  the  people 

But  1  conclude.  I'-'have  made  no  speech  upon 
Oregon,  and  will  make  none  at  this  time.  And  here 
I  will  answer  publicly  a  question  which  is  often  pul 
to  me  privately,  "  Why  donH  you  speak'/"  Answer:  1 
profess   to   be 


mean  to  keep  myself  in  a  position  to  act  according  I  play  the  humble  subaltern.  [A  laugh. 1  This 
to  my  professions:  I  do  not  mean  to  run  ahead  of  the  lainly  the  highest  achievement  he  (Mr.  Calhoun)  has 
administralion  in  its  appropriate  sphere:  I  do  not  ,  yet  accomplished;  the  greatest  intellectual  triunipb 
mean  to  take  negotiation  out  of  its  hands.     I  do  not  |  ever  won,  the  very  proudest  boa^t  he  can  exhibit. 


mean  to  undertake  to  lead  il,  or  drive  it,  to  come  in 
conflict  with  it,  nr  to  denounce  ii,  with  or  without 
hypotheses,  or  before  or  after  the  fact.  The  presi- 
dent's position  is  arduous:  his  responsibilities  to  his 
God  and  his  country  are  great.  I  believe  he  is  doing 
his  best  to  reconcile  and  accomplish  together  the 
great  objects  of  the  peace,  the  honor,  and  the  rights 
of  Ihe  country;  and,  believing  this,  I  shall  hold  my- 
self in  a  position  to  view  his  acts  with  perfect  can- 


,      •      ,                 .          ,.            ,-,            .         r    /-^ sell     11  il    IIUS  null     lU     TIC"      Ills   av.i.s    itiiii    p\.i  ,.*,...   »,«.. 

This   incident   took   place    m    the   Court  of  Queen  ,  H             ^^  ^             ..^^  ^^  ^              ,^ 

Anne,  the  imperial  Sarah,  Duches    o    Marlbo  o  igh^         ^  it  necessary  to  do. 

1  call  her  imperial   who  could  say  to  the  proudest  nl  '  -i                              •' 


the  old  English  Dukes  that  the  widow  of  John,  Duk 
of  Marlborough,  married  no  man.  not  even  an  em- 
peror. This  lady  and  her  dog  was  a  parly  on  one 
side,  and  .Mrs.  Mashara  on  the  other — and  was  the 
opposite  of  producing  war.  It  actually  led  to  peace; 
for  the  Queen  taking  part  with  Mrs.  Masham,  quar- 
relled with  the  Duchess,  and  then  with  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  so  recalled  him  from  his  com- 
mand, stopped  the  career  of  victory,  and  then  made 
peace — the  very  peace  whose  benefit  we  are  now 
claiming,  that  of  Utrecht.  And  thus  the  incident  of 
the  gown  and  the  water  throws  its  point  and  power 
on  the  other  side,  and  actually  connects  with  the 
very  point  '.  have  been  establishing. 

Mr.  B.  had  not  voted  for  the  purchase  of  Green- 
hoiv's  book;  he  had  but  a  poor  opinion  of  books 
compiled  ill  the  closets  for  the  instruction  of  men  of 
business.  They  were  generally  shallow,  of  no  use 
to  Ihe  infurtucd,  and  dangerous  to  ihe  uninformed, 
whom  they  led  astray;  and  to  the  indolent,  who 
would  trust  to  their  superficial  glosses,  without  go- 
in"  to  the  founlain  head,  and  seeking  truth  at  the 
bollom  of  the  well.  So  of  the  book  in  question. — 
Had  it  not  been  for  Greenhow's  Oregon  the  senator 
from  Michigan  would  have  soughl  ihe  history  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  in  the  -aulheuiic  dociimems  which 
our  library  contains,  and  would  have  found  the 
truth,  and  would  have  been  to-day  a  free  man,  and 
not  a  prisoner,  as  he  constiUited  himself  yesterday, 
in  the  hands  of  ihe  t'orly  Nines.  He  is  now  their 
prisoner,  doomed  to  dwell  at  49.  He  is  not  killed, 
but  taken.  We  may  say  of  him  as  the  consuling 
messenger  said  to  Penelope: 

"The  great  Ul>/ises is  not  dead. 

But  lar  Iroiii  wue  andaon. 

He  lives  a  prisoner,  on  a  desert  Isle, 
I  will  not  follow  Ihe  poet  and  say — 

lietained  Iti/  savagevitn.''^ 
For  the  Forty  Nines  are  not  savage,  but  peaceful 
and  merciful,  and  will  allow  the  captive  the  full  lib- 
erty of  his  person,  on  his  parole  of  honor  yesterday 
given,  on  a  condition  now  become  absolute,  never  to 
pass  49;  never  to  use  thjt  name  of  omen,  ihe  Hns- 
sian  line.  This  is  a  sad  terminalion— almost  ridicu- 
lous—of  his  warlike  comnieiicemenl.  It  is  the  fruit 
ol  his  depi-ndeiice  on  Greenliovv's  book.  Th:it  book 
has  been  the  little  dog  of  hia  catastrophe.  Hence- 
forth the  senator's  occupation  is  gone.  War — in- 
evitable war — can  no  longer  be  the  burden  of  his 
song.  War  is  now  evitable.  Inevitability  has  re- 
versed lis  application.  It  is  peace  that  is  now  inevi- 
table, and  henceforth,  v.e  must  hear  that  dulcet 
(ound. 

1  he  effect  of  this  change  in  Ihe  senator's  position 
must  be  great.  On  Ihe  Uiccian  band,  of  whom  he 
is  the  Agamemnon,  it  must  have  a  inusl  diminishing 
effect.  'I'Imt  band  lur  some  iiiunths  has  been  silling 
fur  the  picture  which  the  poet  drew  ol  our  grand- 
molhers  in  Ihe  time  of  lung  wasted  gu»nsanO  tight 
•lay  8 — 

"Small  by  devices,  und  beniilifully  lees.'' 
But  DOW   the  tuddeo  deductiua  of  so  mucb  weight 


ay 
Mr.  Hannegan  said  he  should  not  have  a-kcd  the 
attention  of  the  senate  for  a  moment,  (having  alrea 
dy  occupied  the  floor  on  the  general  question,)  but  [  ^'^^  ^"J 
for  the  suggestion  of  the  senator  from  Missouri,  ac-  "''""  " 
companied  by  a  manner  and  a  look  which  gave  it  pe- 
culiar force  and  meaning.  That  senator  was  the 
last,  the  very  last  man  living,  from  whom  he  ever 
expected  to  receive  such  a  look.  He  has  been,  ex- 
claimed Mr.  H.,  my  political  teacher.  I  learned 
from  him  almost  all  the  views  I  hold  respecting  this 
matter  of  Oregon.  Whatever  posilinn  I  hold  on 
that  subject,  I  learned  from  that  senator's  speech  on 
the  Ashburton  treaty — a  treaty  which,  together  with 
those  who  negotiated  it,  has  been  the  unceasing 
theme  of  his  denunciation  from  the  day  of  its  ratifi- 
catien  to  this  hour.  From  that  speech  it  was  I 
learned  that  the  American  title  to  the  northwest 
coast  as  high  as  55  north  was  good,  not  only  as  re- 
specled  any  counter-claim  by  Great  Britain,  but  good 
against  the  world.  That  speech  was  delivered  here, 
in  this  chamber,  some  four  or  five  years  ago.  It  was 
he  who  taught  me.  I  know  he  is  all  powerful  here, 
but  he  cannot  unlearn  me — that  is  beyond  his  power. 
I  learned  my  creed  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel;  since 
llien  1  have  left  my  humble  posture  at  the  feet  of 
this  great  teacher.  He  may,  before  the  world  and 
in  the  face  of  this  senate  and  the  country  abandon 
Ihe  doctrine  he  then  held,  and  taught  to  nie;  but  1 
shall  not,  therefore,  abandon  it. 

1  will  say,  as  the  honest,  and  patriotic,  and  true 
American  who  filled  his  seat  yesterday  (Mr.  Cass) 
said,  in  his  noble  speech,  when  it  can  be  shown  to 
me  that,  by  the  treaty  of  Ulrechl,  it  was  intended 
that  the  parallel  of  43''  was  lo  cross  the  Rocky  moun 
tains  and  extend  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  1  will  not  only 
close  my  mouth  in  claiming  the  territory  north  of 
that  line,  but  will  abandon  all  Oregon.  1  cannot  con- 
sent to  the  senatar's  position  that  he  holds  the  Aga- 
memnon of  our  little  band  fast  bound  by  his  own  ad- 
mission. Not  at  all.  Not  a  word  of  all  he  read  to 
the  senate  refers  to  the  country  west  of  the  moun- 
tains. No,  not  one  word  ot  it.  What  right  had 
England  to  divide  a  region  of  country  belonging  to 
Spam?  The  senator  himself  is  fully  av\are  that  such 
a  thing  never  «as  the  iniention  of  the  treaty;  he 
iiiUsI  know,  as  »e  all  know,  that  that  boundary  line 
never  was  inlended  to  cross 'the  Rocky  mountains 
and  run  lo  the  Pacific  ocean. 

This  was  the  condition  of  the  pledge  given  by  the 
honorable  senator  from  Michigan,  (Mr.  Cass:)  he  is 
bound  by  that  pledge;  and  1  hold  myself  bound  wilh 
him.  1  too,  am  bound,  w  hen  this  fact  shall  be  prov 
ed  to  nie.  Whenever  it  shall  be  shown  ihal,  by  the 
treaty  of  Ulrechl,  it  was  provided  that  the  boundary 
of  4y°  should  cross  ihe  summili  of  the  Sluny  moun- 
tains and  run  westward  to  Ihe  ocean,  I  will  thence 
lorlh  close  my  lips  on  the  subject  of  Oregon.  Spain 
was  a  parly  to  ttiat  treaty:  she  came  into  il  aller  il 
had  been  iiegolialed  between  France  and  England; 
«he  came  inio  the  agreement  as  one  of  the  parties  to 
it,  but  she  came  protesting  that  she  thereby  surren 
dered  no  rights  on  the  northwest  coai't;  that  she 
abaDdooed  bone  of  ber  rights  on  tbis  conliaent. — 


The  senator  spoke  of  the  Agamemnon  of  our  lit- 
tle band— of  lis  .Ajax  Telamon,and  ils  lesser  or  little 
.Ajax.  If  bv  this  title  he  referred  lo  me,  1  disclaim 
it;  I  have  no'title  to  be  called  an  Ajax,  great  or  little. 
I  am  but  a  poor  private  soldier,  content  to  serve  in 
the  ranks.  I  ask  no  favor;  I  seek  no  reward  for  mj 
humble  services,  save  the  triumph  of  the  great  cause. 
I  ask  nothing  beyond  it,  and  would  spurn  il  if  offer- 
ed. 1  should  despise,  I  should  hate  myself,  if  I  could 
on  such  a  subject,  cherish  one  feeling  of  selfishness. 
But,  humble  as  I  am,  I  had  rather  be'the  little  Ajax, 
the  humblest,  the  poorest  soldier  in  this  glorious 
band,  than  to  hold  my  head  so  high  thai  I  could  not 
see  any  thing  that  was  below  me;  than  v.  ith  my 
proud  fool  lo  press  the  earth  as  if  it  was  mt  worthy 
lo  receive  the  impress.  Yes;  I  had  rather  be  a  poor 
private  soldier  than  live  and  walk  aboui,  carrying  on 
my  front  the  inscription,  "1  am  ruler;  I  claim  to  rule 
all,  for  all  are  below  me;  and  rule  i  will,  or  ruin— 
it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  lo  me  winch."  Be  he 
who  he  may,  there  is  no  man  in  this  land  so  high 
that  he  can  elevate  and  depress  the  public  sentiment 
at  his  will:  be  he  who  he  may,  and  as  high  as  he  will, 
he  must  find,  with  all  his  fellow-citizens,  one  com- 
mon level.  Ajax  let  me  be,  if  the  senator  chooses; 
but  let  him  remember  thai  others  fought  at  Troy  be- 
sides the  Ajaxes  and  Agamemnon  and  Ulysses.— 
There  was  an  Achilles  there.  Yes;  this  is^  our 
Achilles,  (pointing  to  the  vacant  seat  of  Mr.  Cass,) 
and  let  that  senator  beware  that  «  hen  the  fight  is 
over  he  be  not  found  the  Hector,  whose  lifeless  and 
spurned  body  shall  adorn  the  triumph  of  Achilles. 

[At  the  close  of  Mr.  Hannegan's  speech,  and  du- 
ring its  delivery,  there  were  repealed  acclamations 
from  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  fVebsteT  rose  and  said:  Mr.  President,  this 
thing  is  so  very  indecorous  that,  if  il  shall  occur 
again — if  there  shall  be  the  least  audible  mark  of 
approbation  or  disapprobation  fn'm  the  audience 
within  the  chamber,  1  shall  exert  my  right  as  a  sena- 
tor, and  insist  that  these  galleries  shall  be  cleared, 
wilh  the  exception  of  the  ladies. 
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Mr.  Cass  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  President:  1  am  much  obliged  lo  my  friend 
from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Ashley,]  for  his  kindness  in 
yielding  to  me  the  floor  upon  this  occasion.  He  is 
right  in  supposing  it  is  necessary,  from  the  position 
in  which  the  honorable  senator  from  Missouri  by 
his  remarks  of  yesterday  placed  me.  Before,  how- 
ever, proceeding  further,  I  must  return  my  thanks  lo 
my  Iriend  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  H^iiinegan,]  for  what 
he  said  of  me,  and  lor  me,  ivhile  1  was  absent,  lam 
still  more  obliged  to  him,  however,  lor  ihe  siike  of 
Ihe  common  object  which  he  and  1,  and  others  of  us 
have  in  view,  than  even  for  my  own  sake.  1  learn, 
and  1  learn  it  without  any  surprise,  that  his  vindica- 
lioii  was  masterly  and  eloquent.  1  can  well  believe 
it,  sir,  Iron)  the  many  proofs  which  he  has  give  us 
during  the  session  of  his  powers  of  oratory,  and  es- 
pecially from  Ihe  positions  he  has  taken  and  support- 
ed in  this  Oregon  conlruversy. 

Mr.  President,  1  have  come  here  this  morning  to 
free  myself.  Twice  in  my  lile  I  have  been  captured 
bv  enemies— once  fighling  against  British  pretensions 
in  peace.  My  country  redeemed  me  in  the  former 
case— 1  come  to  redeem  myself  in  the  latter.  1  say 
enemies,  but  1  trust  the  term  is  only  metaphorically 
applicable.  There  is  nothing  in  the  former  relations 
between  the  honorable  senator  from  Missouri— no- 
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thing  in  our  present  position,  which  should  make  us 
enemies.  On  the  contrary,  a  lonp;  personal  friend 
sliip  has  existed  hetween  us  which  I  diti  not  suppose 
was  surrendered.  If,  however,  it  is  otherwise,  1  must 
bear  it  as  1  may.  1  have  borne  some  greater  calami- 
ties than  even  the  hostility  of  the  honoraole  gentle- 
man from  Missouri. 

1  came  hero,  sir,  as  I  said  before,  to  redeem  my 
self;  and  I  mean  to  do  it.  I  will  not  speak  in  tlie 
triumphant   lone   which    pervades  the  speech  of  tlie 


it  to  the  questiim  of  title.  lam  not  arguing  title,  and  i  speech  that  part  of  it  in  which  he  dwells  upon  as 
will  not  do  it;  but  I  am  vindicalini^  history,  assailed  showing  "the  beginning,  courses,  and  end  uf-lhe  Ime, 
in  a  vital  point  hy  llie  book  whicli  has  been  quoted  &c.,  with  the  precision  of  a  man  who  hod  laken  hia 
and  endorsed.  1  am  vindicating  tlie  inlelligencc  of  |  information  from  the  proceedings  of  the  cominissa- 
the  American  senate,  cs'iinsed  to  contempt  in  the  I  ries."  I  will  quote  aUo,  the  opinion  of  Douglas,  llis 
eye*  of  Europe,  by  a  supposed  ignoran"K  of  a  treaty     historian  of  North  America;  and  no  doubt  can  exist 


which  is  one  of  the  great  political  landmarks  in  Eu 
rope  and  America,"  &c. 

The  senator   will   pardon  me   for  saying  that  tlii^ 
seems  to  me  very   much  of  a  tempest  in  a  teapot. — 


honorable  senator  from  Missouri.  It  is  not  my  habit.  '  What  does  he  profess  to  vindicate  before  ihe  senate 
What  he  said  presents  subjects  enough  (or  aniinaH-  '  of  the  United  Stales.'  Not  the  rights  to  the  country, 
Tersion,  but  the  manner  in  which  he  said  it  was  still  :  but  the  all.ged  truth  of  a  historical  fact,  iiusrepre- 
more  unacceptable.  1  am  ignorant  of  any  circum-  senlcd  by  Sir.  Greenhow,  and  vouched  for,  as  the 
stances  in  our  relative  situations  which  could  justi-  senator  thinks,  by  me.  Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me, 
fy  it;  still,  I  repeat  that  I  mean  to  vindicate  myself,  that  this  solemn  trial,  before  such  a  court  as  this,  is 
and  that,  too,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  every  man  hardly  justified  by  the  nature  ol  the  accusation. — 
within  the  sound  of  my  voice.  1  Here  is  an  historical  error.     Be  it  so.    Nobouy  con 

Mr.  Hannegan.     Every  impartial  man.  tends  that  it  alfccts  our  inlereslscr  our  honor  in  the 

Mr.  Cass.  No,  Mr.  President;  1  will  not  accept  remotest  degree;  no  mo^e  so  than  the  parentage  of 
the  qualification  sugjesled  by  my  friend  from  India- 
na. If  my  vindication  is  not  satisfactory  to  every 
man,  partial  or  impartial,  I  will  agree  to  be  tied  to 
the  chariot  wheels  of  the  honorable  senator  from 
Missouri,  and  to  fight  the  battles  of  49;  and  1  hardly 
know  two  more  severe  puiiishmenls  that  could  be  in- 
flicted upon  me. 

I  he  honorable  senator  says  that  I  came  here  the 
other  day  to  make  a  studied  speech  on  the  subject  of 
Oregon.  I  did  so,  sir;  and  he  overrates  his  own  pow- 
ers, and  underrates  the  mental  qualities  of  the  mem 
bers  of  tins  body,  who  comes  here  lo  give  his  opi- 
nions upon  a  great  national  subject  without  due  pre- 
paration. 1  shall  not  commit  that  folly;  and  I  have 
loo  much  regard  for  the  intelligence  and  experience 
of  the  honorable  senator  to  believe  lh:it  he  would. — 
I  presume  that  his  thoughts  are  fully  prepared 
upon  every  grave  topic  on  which  he  •  presents  his 
views  lo  this  body.  But  however  it  may  have  been 
before,  1  have  nut  had  niiicb  ti-ne  lor  preparation 
now,  lor  I  was  not  in  my  seat  yesterday  wnen  Ihe 
honorable  senator  made  his  attack;  and  of  course  I 
could  not  know,  except  from  rumor,  v\  hat  he  said  till 
this  morning.  No»  ,  sir,  what  is  the  subject  in  con- 
troversy between  the  honorable  senator  and  myself? 
He  says  that  1  am  commuted,  by  my  own  declara- 
tion, to  go  for  49,  if  it  is  shown  that  commissioners 
were  appuiniid  under  Ihe  ireaty  ofUlrecht  to  estab- 
lish that  parallel  as  a  boundary.  This  assertion  is  the 
whole  louiuialion  of  his  argiimenl,  upon  which  the 
whole  siiiiersijuolure  rests.  If  liie  one  falls,  the 
other  falls  with  It.  Noiv,  sir,  1  not  only  never  said 
so,  but  the  idea  never  occurred  lome;  1  never  thought 
of  it.  And  the  honorable  gentleman  has  wholly  mis- 
understood me,  either  through    my  fault  or  his  own. 

My  posiiion  was  this,  sir.  Many  of  the  members 
upon  this  floor  contend  that  the  parallel  of  49°  is  the 
northern  boundary  of  our  claim  in  Oregon.  Some 
directly  so;  and  olhers  because  it  was  assumed  to  be 
such  by  our  governiueiil  in  the  early  period  of  con- 
troversy on  this  subject  with  England.  To  us,  there 
fore,  who  believe  that  oui  claim  in  Oregon  goes  to 
54"  40',  It  was  essenlial  lo  show  there  was  an  error 
on  this  subject;  that  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  never  ex- 
leoded  to  the  country  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains. 

Mr.  Greenhow,  m  his  work  on  Oregon,  hao  exam- 


on  the  mind  of  any  man  that  .Mr.  Monroe  resorted  to 
that  authorily  for  Ins  staleinent,  and  not  lo  the  origi- 


nal an  hi 
"Cominisdaries  were  iic- 
ordingly  aiipoinied  hy 
acli  power,  wlio  e.xecuieii 
he  siipiilalinns  of  the  Ire 


Douglos  says,  pnue  7:— 
"By  the  irraiy,  however, 
llie  Cor  nda,  or  French 
line,  wiih  ihe  Hudson  Bay 


ty  III  esiiihlishiMK  the  boun-  Company  ol  Great  Hritnin. 
dnriis  proposed  hy  ii."—  was  ascerinined  from  i 
They  fixed  ihe  norlhern  cennin  promomory  uport 
honndnry  of  Canada  and  iho  Ailiiniic  ocean  in  5S 
Louif^iiiiia  hy  a  line  liesin-  duL'.  3U  mlu  of  nurili  lai|. 
riina  in  llie  Atlaniic.  nl  a  lude,  lo  run  souihweel  to 
ciipe  or  proiiionl..rv  in  5S  Lalie  Misiissin;  lo  he  cun- 
-„-  -.  uej;.  30  iiiin.  norihlaliiudc;  linued  slilUouihwesi  lo  iha 
Romulus  and  Remus.     This  is  not  a  lecture  room  —    ihem-p  soniliwestwnrdly  lo    -Oih  detf.,  and  from  ilinico 

mbled    '"''  L''''^^'  Mislissin;  thence,    due  west  iudermiti  ly." 
hiriher  southwest,    to  ihe 
Inliiude   of  49   deg.    north 
from  the  equa»or,nnd  aion^ 
llini  line  iiidilinilelv" 

Now,  sir,  the  honorable  senator  from  Missouri 
says  Ihat  Mr.  Monroe  must  have  laken  his  inforniD 
lion  from  the  proceedings  of  Ihe  commissaries.  No 
man  can  doubt  hut  thai  Mr.  Monroe  quoted  from 
Douglas's  book.  The  language  is  so  nearly  indenti- 
cal  as  to  render  such  a  coincidence  impossible,  if  it 
were  accidental. 

Bui  besides,  no  commissioners,  on  such  a  grave 
subject,  ever  could  have  employed  such  loose  Ian- 
guage.  Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  Allaiilic,  not 
named,  and  left  to  conjecture,  tliencc  soiilhwest- 
wardly,an  indefinite  course,  it  will  he  perceived,  lo 
Lake  Mistissin,  without  staling  what  pert  of  the 
lake  it  IS  to  strike.  The  paper  sent  lo  Air  Monroe 
was  no   doubt   taken  from    Douglas,  though,  ai 


We  are  neither  professors  nor  students,  asse 
here  to  discuss  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  historical 
statements  which  have  no  relalion  lo  our  duties  — 
Nor  do  I  suppose  Ihat,  if  even  the  assertions  of  Mr. 
Greenhow,  ihat  it  would  ever  be  known,  or  that  our 
national  character  would  require  the  slightest  indi- 
cation. 

Still,  sir,  as  this  question  is  thus  brought  betorc  us, 
I  will  proceed  to  give  a  brief  synopsis  of  it,  and  leave 
honorable  senators  to  judge  for  iheinselves.  The 
senator  from  Missouri  lias  broiigbt  forward  principal 
facts  to  prove  that  Ihe  parallel  of  49  nas  eslablished 
by  commissioners  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  The 
first  is  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Thom- 
son; the  second,  a  stalement  submilleil  by  Mr.  Mon- 
roe to  L'lrd  Harrowby;  ihe  third — 1  put  them  toge- 
ther, for  the  honorable  genlleinan  has  joined  them 
— I'ostlelhwaite's  Dictionary    and  D'AomIIb's  maps. 

Now.  sir,  the  first  reflection  Ihat  strdi-js  a  man   is. 


that  if  this  line    were  thus  eslablished,  the  proof  of  i  lost,  the  fact  caniiol  now  be  ascertained.    Hut  as  thu 


it  might  have  been  got  forty  years  ago  from  the 
chives  of  Faris  or  London.  That  would  be  posilive 
and  undeniable  evidence,  and  alt  short  of  it  is  incon- 
1  lusive,  and  such  as  no  tribunal  of  justice  would  re- 
ceive as  final 


language  of  Douglas  is  used  in  mitking  the  slale- 
iiienl,  we  may  fairly  presume  that  Ihe  whole  asser- 
tion was  made  upon  the  credit  of  that  historian. 

Mr.  Monroe,  however,  presented  the  fact  to  Lord 
Harrowby,  and   it  was  not  contradicted  by  him.  so 


But  what  says   Mr.  Madison.'      I'hc   honorable  se-  '  far  as  we  kno» 
nal<ir  from  Missouri  says,  "the  fact  of  commissaries  I      From    this   negative    circumstance   the  gcnlleroan 
having  acted,  was  assumed    fir  certain."     The  Ian-    from  Missouri  draws   the  important  conclusion  that 
guage  of  Mr.  .Madison  reads  tar  otherwise  lo  me  —  i  the  fact    must    haie    been  so      1  shall  not  enter  into 
As  1  stated  the  other  day,  he  speaks  doubtlully  upon  j  ibis  matter,  as  it  is  not  at  all  important. 
Ihe  subject;  and  1  repeat  the  asseriion,  notwilhstand  Mr.  .Monroe  slated   a  fact  that  had  occurred,  if  it 


occurriid  at  all,  a  century  befoi«.  It  had  in  reality 
little,  if  any,  bearing  upon  the  subject  he  was  urg- 
ing, which  was  Ihe  right  of  llie  United  Stales  to 
"possess  ihe  territory  lying  between  Ihe  lakes  and 
the  Mississippi,  south  of  the  parallel  of  the  49th  dcg. 
of  latitude. 

It  was  to  the  treaty  of  1733  thai  he  was  referring, 
and  to  Mitchell's  map  by  which  it  was  formed.  He 
adverts  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  by  saying  that  "by 
running  due  west  from  the  northwestern  point  of  the 


ng  the  conlrary  averment  of  the  stnalor  from  Mis- 
souri. "There  is  reason  to  believe,"  said  Mr.  Madi- 
son to  Mr.  Monroe,  "that  the  boundary  between 
Louisiana  and  the  British  territories  north  of  it,  was 
actually  fixed  by  commissaries  appointed  under  Ihe 
treaty  of  Ulrecht." 

He  tlien  adds,  that  he  sends  a  paper,  containing 
the  authority  respecting  this  alleged  decision,  but  he 
adds  cantiously:  "But  you  will  perceive  the  necessily 
of  recurring  to  the  proceedings  of  'he  eommissari      ^ 

as  the  source  of  authentic  information.  These  are  ;  Lake  of  the  Woods  lo  the  Mississippi,"  according  to 
not  within  our  reach  here,  and  it  must  be  left  to  :  the  Ireaty  of  ITt-S,  "It  must  have  been  intended, 
your  own  researches  and  judgment  to  determine  the  ,  according  tu  llie  lights  before  them,  lo  lake  the  pa- 
proper  use  to  be  made  of  ihem."  If  this  is  certain-  ""^Hel  of  the  49lh  degree  of  latitude  as  established 
ined  Ibis  question,  and  had  endeavored  lo  show  that    iy_  j  should  like  to  know  what  uncertainly  is.     The  !  under  the  Ireaty  of  Utrecht" 

no  coi ssioneis.  under  Ihe   treaty  of  Ulrecht,  had    jmnorable  senator  regrets  that  1  had  not   h.oked  into  !      Now,  sir,  it    might   well    be  that  Lord   Jlarrowby 

ever  eslablished  any  biiundary  beiween  the  French  !  ii,e  original  documents,  insle.id  of  depti.ding  on  He'^r  considered  il  necessary  lo  look  into  this  al- 
and Eiiijlisli  possessions  on  this  contuienl.  So  far  as  !  Greenhow;  and  that  il  1  bad  done  so,  I  would  not  '  '«gi^d  fact,  as  it  had  no  real  bearing  on  the  subject, 
respects  the  general  proposition,  il  is  a  mere  question    have  said  that  Mr.   Monroe  had   not  added  anything  |  Ij^ing  alluded  lo  merely  as  giving  reasons  which  may 

to  Mr.  Madison's  statement,  and  had  left  the  qiies-  ;  'ia»e  influenced  Ihe  commissioners  in  fixing  the 
tion  as  doubtful  as  he  had  found  it.    In  point  of  lad,  ;  boundaries  of  1783. 

Mr.  Monroe  added  the  |iarticulars  of  which  .Mr.  Ma-  !  The  next  proof  of  the  establishment  of  this  line 
disoii  declared  his  ignorance— added  the  beginning,  [  given  by  the  senator  was  Posllelhwaite's  Commer- 
the  courses,  and  the  ending  of  the  line,  and  slated  ,  cial  Dictionary,  with  D'Anrille's  map.  There  is  no 
Ihe  whole  wilh  the  precision  of  a  man  who  had  taken  '  quutaliun  from  llie  dictionary,  and  the  matter  Ihere- 
his  information  from  the  proceedings  of  the  commis-  I  lore,  rests  on  Ihe  map  alone. 

sioners.     1  do   not  see  what  p.irticulars  they  are  of      The  senator  then  "pointed  out  the  line  eslablished 
which    Mr.    iMadisoii    declared    his    ignorance,    and  ,  under  Ihe  Irealy  of  Ulrecht,  and  read  llie  account  of 
which  Mr    Monroe  supplied.     Mr.  .Madison  doubled     it  as  given  in  a  note  on  the  upper  left  hand  corner  of 
the    authenlicily    of    me    slatement,  and    upon   that    the  map.     'I  he  description  u  as  in  these  words: 
point  Mr.  .Monroe  does  not  say  one  word.  "The  line  Ihat  parts   French  Canada   from  British 

And   I    may  he  allowed  here  to  remark,  that  Mr.  ;  Canada  was  settled  by  coiiimisbanes  afler  the  peace 

MaJisoii  doubled  with  precisely  the  taine  facts  whicn  '     ■    "-     ■•         ■  ■  

mind  was  that  such  a   line  had  not  been   run.     I  aiii  i  we  have  belore  us — the  map  and  book  referreil  to  by 
still  under  Ihat  impression,  sir,  and  noihmg  that  was  j  the  honorable  gentleman.     And    to  this  day,  not  one 

said  yesterday  has  shaken  its  strength.  Siill  1  do  iiol  [  single  cirLUuisUnce  has  been  added  which  could  re-  j  Air.  D'Anville's  dolled  line  east  of  James's  bay  a 
hold  niysell   al  all   responsible    lor  Mr.  Grcenhow's  I  move   those   doubts.     Where,  then,   that   illustrious    false." 

accuracy.  1  should  iniesiigale  the  subject  with  much  j  man  felt  uucertainij.I  nuy  ue  perniiitedlo  feel  a  grea-  \  The  senator  then  slates  Ihat  this  map  was  "made 
more  security  Ihan  I  have  ilone  if  I  were  compelled  ler  degree  of  it,  in  coiiscq.iencB  of  the  direct  and  cir-  by  D'Aiivillc,  Ihe  great  French  geographer  of  his 
to  he  responsible  for  any  deduclions  from  it.  j  cumslanlijl  evidence  smePdiseovered,  leading  to  Ihe  |  age,  and    dedicated    to  the    Ouke  ol  Orleans,"   kc. 

The  senator  from  .Missouri  say?  he  comes  here  not  presumption  ti.ai  no  such  line  was  eslablished.  But  |  &c  ;  and  he  adds,  il  is  the  "aulhcnlie  French  lesti- 
to  settle  a  point  which  can  at  all  influence  the  ac-  ,  1  repeal,  sir,  that  in  this  invesligaliuii  1  do  not  pro-  nioiiy  in  laior  of  the  line  of  Ulrecht." 
tion  of  this  body,  or  have  the  slightest  eflecl  upon  i  less  lo  come  to  any  absolute  conclusion.  Il  is  a  sub-  j  Now,  sir,  is  il  not  a  little  curious  that  lliis  map, 
the  termination  of  our  controversy  with  England. —  ijeclon  which  men  may  difler.  The  result  ol  iny  j  thus  authorilatively  pronounced  to  be  authentic,  is 
He  says  he  "makes  no  application  of  this  fact,"  re-  j  exaininalioii  impresses  me  »ilh  the  conviction,  that  )  upon  the  very  face  of  it  staled  to  be  false  in  one  im- 
ferring  to  his  proof  that  the  parallel  ol  49  was  esta-  I  no  such  line  was  eslablished.  Mr.  .Monroe  pie^enl-  i  poilanl  particular.  What,  then,  becomes  of  Ihe  cor- 
blished  somewhere  by  the  treaty  of  Ulrecht.  He  I  ed  a  memoir  to  Lord  Harrowby,  the  secretary  of  icctncss  of  the  assertion  of  the  honorable  senator, 
Bays:  "i  draw  do  argument  from  it.     i  do  not  apply  |  slate,  and  1  will  now   quote   from  Iho  gentlemau'a  |  and  of  the  certainty  of  this  testimony? 


of  historical  authenlicily,  not  having  the  slightest 
practical  bearing  upon  our  tillc  lo  Oregon.  Because, 
before  our  title  io  Oregon  could  be  aflecled,  it  must 
be  shown  that  that  line,  if  eslablished  at  all,  must 
extend  west  of  liie  Iloeky  mountains. 

ISlr.  Greenhow,  in  his  work,  enters  into  the  ques- 
tion, and  I  relerred  lohis  book  as  one  entitled  to  cied- 
it  lor  talent, industry, and  caulion;and  I  requested  gen- 
tlemen vy  ho  liau  doubts  on  Ibis  subject  to  turn  to  that 
work,  and  1  ihoughl  that  lluy  would  satisly  Ihein- 
selves that  no  such  line  had  been  established.  I  uid 
not  vouch  for  the  facts  or  conclusions.  I  never  ex- 
amined the  general  subject  in  its  extent.  1  slated 
however  that  the  result  of  his  discussions  upon   my 


1.1  Ulrecht,  making  n  course  iVom  Davis's  inlet,  on 
I  the  Atlantic  sea,  down  lo  the  49lh  degree,  Ihroiigli 
the  lake  Abilibis,  to  liie  northwest  ocean;  theretore 
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If  wrong  in  one  respect,  it  may  be  so  In  others, 
and  at  any  rate  our  faith  in  ils  pretensions  is  entire- 
ly shaken.  But  I  do  not  understand  by  whom  ttiis 
note  was  written.  Evidently  not  hy  D'Anville,  lor  it 
impugns  Ins  own  work.  We  have  n<)t,  therefore, 
D'Anville's  authority  for  this  line  as  being  establish- 
ed under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  He  marks  the  line 
upon  his  map,  but  whence  his  authority  for  it  is  left 
to  conjecture. 

One  other  point,  sir;  the  honorable  senator  infers 
that  in  an  allcmpted  negotiation  with  the  British  go- 
vernment during  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration,  two 
articles  ^\  ere  proposed,  one  by  the  American  coin- 
mi''sioners,  and  one  by  the  British,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  boundary  between  our  country  and  Cana- 
da, from  the  northwestern  part  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods.  The  arti.  les  are  substantially  the  same, 
with  this  difference,  that  the  British  article  provides 
for  running  the  line  westward  as  far  as  the  respec- 
tive territories  extend  in  thai  quarter,  and  both  con- 
lain  provisoes,  that  neither  shall  extend  we>t  of  the 
Rocky  mounlains.  The  gentleman  said:  "Here  is 
concurrence  in  the  proceedings  of  the  commissaries 
under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht."  "H'TC  is  subinis!.ion 
to  that  Irealy  un  the  part  of  the  British, "&c.,  &c. — 
In  the  first  place,  sir,  allow  me  to  remaik,  that  this 
was  a  mere  project,  and  that  no  treaty  was  made  on 
the  subject  till  eleven  years  afterwards,  in  1818  — 
Now,  what  is  meant  by  "concurrence"  here?  If  ac- 
cidental coincidence,  the  matter  is  not  worthy  of 
further  inquiry.  But  if  by  "concurrence"  is  meant,  j 
that  this  line  was  actually  established  by  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  and  l!)us  binding  on  the  parties,  no  other 
convention  was  necessary.  Both  nations,  upon  this  ' 
assumption,  mistook  their  own  rights  and  their  du- 
ties. The  boundary  had  been  established  a  century 
before,  and  they  were  carrying  on  a  useless  and  bar- 
ren negotiation,  which  was  thus  blindly  and  unneces- 
sarily ripened  into  a  treaty  in  1718.  But,  sir,  the 
senator  proceeds  to  ask  what  Mr.  Jefferson  did  with 
this  prnject.  and  adds  Itiat  he  rejected  it.  Ancl  why, 
sir?  The  letter  from  Mr.  Madison  to  Messrs.  Mon- 
roe and  Piiikney,  dated  July  30,  1807,  states: 

"'The    modification    of  the  5tli    article    (noted  as 
one    which    the  British    commissioners    would   have 
agreed  to)    may    be   admitted    in  case  that  proposed  ' 
by  you  to  them  be  not  attainable.     But  it  is  much  to  j 
be  wished  and  pressed,  though    not  made  an  ultima    I 
turn,  that  the  proviio  to  both  should  be  omitted.  This  [ 
is,  in  no  view  whatever,  necessary,  and  can  have  liltle 
other  elTect  than  as  an  otfensive    intiuiatton   to  Spain 
that  our  claims  extend    to  the  Patific  ocean.     How. 
ever  reasonable  suc^  claims  may    be  compared  with 
those  of  others,  it  is  impolitic,  especially  at  the  pre- 
sent   moment,    to    strengthen    Spanish  jealousies  of  I 
the    United  States,  which    it    is    probably  anobj.ci 
with  Great  Britain  to  excite  by  ihe  clause  in  ques 
lion." 

Now,  sir,  Mr.  Jefferson's  object  was  not  to  offend 
Spain,  and  therefore  he  rejects  a  proviso  which  ex- 
pressly limits  our  claim  to  ihe  Rocky  mountains,  in 
order  to  excite  the  jealousy  ol  a  must  jealous  na- 
tion, b)  even  the  appearance  of  intei  leriiig  with  her 
rights;  and  yet  Ihe  liunor.ible  senator  supposes  that 
this  very  tieaty  without  the  proviso  was  to  run  to  the 
Pacific,  claiming  lor  us  and  England  the  whole  coun- 
try. And  which  would  excite  the  jealousy  ol  Spain 
mosi?  To  say  expressly  the  American  governuient 
will  make  no  arrain^eiuent  with  that  of  England  for 
pushing  the  American  title  west  of  ihe  Roi  ky  inoun 
tains,  or  to  lorn'  a  treaty  actually  carry  ing  this  claim 
there  wiliiuut  regard  to  Spanish  riglii-?  li  is  obvi- 
ous to  me  that  Mr.  Jefferson  did  not  believe  in  the 
English  title  west  of  the  Rotkj  mounlains  as  far  as 
the  Pacific,  and,  therelore,  making  a  trealj  with  that 
power  fur  the  eslahlishment  betivecii  her  and  the  U. 
States  wuuld  nut  ju>ily  give  ollijiice  to  Spam,  as  it 
would  not  call  in  question  Spanish  rights. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  not  said  a  word  of 
Mr.  Jellersun  in  which  1  do  not  lully  concur.  An 
abler  or  a  purer  statesman  is  rarely  lound  in  history. 
'J'iiiie,  which  tries  the  lame  of  all  nien.  is  lendeniig 
his  brighter;  and  we  have  scarcely  a  n mic  in  history 
— certainly  but  one — wliicli  is  more  reverenced  by 
the  Anierican  people  as  that  of  a  consummate  slatus- 
niaii.  'I'hf  honorable  senator  will  please  to  recol- 
lect ihat  this  pniject  of  Mr.  Jellerson's,  under  any 
circumstances,  proves  nothing.  It  was  long  heloru 
the  Flurida  Ireaiy,  which  has  rendered  our  title  in- 
expugnable, liui,  sir,  \vliat  are  the  circumstances 
which  render  doubtlul — 1  might  perha[>9  say  di^cred 
Its — the  establisbinent  of  this  parallel  of  VJ  deg. 
under  the  treaty  ol  Utrecht.  1  will  relur  here  to  a 
portion  ol  an  article  published  in  the  "Union,"  Keb- 
ruary  Hi,  1846,  which  1  understood  was  prepared  bj 
Mr.  Greenliow: 

"In  contradiction  of  all  these  opinions,  no  line  of 
separation  whatsoever,  bet' ecu  the  Hudson's  bay 
territories  and  the  Kreiich  possessions,  is  lu  be  found 
01)  the  large  and  beautijul  map  of  America,  by  Pop- 


ple, published  in  1738,  also  under  the  patronage  of 
the  colonial  department;  and  bearing  the  certificate 
of  Dr.  Halley  to  its  correctnc'-s;  nor  on  anv  map  m 
the  atlas  of  Maxwell  and  Senix,  published' in  1721; 
ill  B'ljer's  Political  State,  1721;  in  the  History  of 
Hudson's  Bay,  by  Dobhs,  1744;  in  the  Histoire  de  la 
Noiivelle  France,  by  Charlevoix,  1744;  in  the  Sys- 
tem of  Geography,  by  Bowen,  1747;  in  the  Ameri- 
can Traveller,  1769;  in  the  American  Atlas,  by  Jef- 
fries, 177S;  in  the  History  of  the  French  Dominions 
in  America,  by  Jeffries,  1760;  in  the  Map  of  Ame- 
rica, from  the  materials  by  Governor  Pownal,  1794; 
nor  IS  there  any  allusion  to  such  a  line  in  the  works 
to  which  these  maps  are  attached,  or  in  any  other 
work  or  map  of  reputation  published  during  the  last 
century,  save  those  above  mentioned. 

"None  of  the  works  above  named  are  authorities 
on  the  subject,  proceeding,  as  they  all  do,  from  per- 
sons unconnected  w^h  the  transactions  of  the  Utrecht 
treaty,  ami  possessing  no  better  means,  so  far  as 
known,  of  information  respecting  them  than  other 
people;  these,  indeed,  only  show  that  the  boundary 
was  supposed  by  some  persons  to  have  been  so  set- 
tled at  the  lime  when  they  were  written.  Of  the  works 
which  may  be  considered  as  authoruies  the  follow- 
ing, comprising,  it  is  believed,  all  in  which  a  record 
or  notice  of  such  a  transaction,  if  it  had  taken  place, 
should  be  found,  are  entirely  silent  with  regard  to 
any  decision  or  other  act  of  commissaries,  appointed 
under  the  treaty  of  UlreclU,  to  settle  the  line  of  se- 
paration between  the  Hudson  Bay  territores  and  the 
French  possessions,  viz:  The  collections  of  treaties 
by  Duniont,  Boyer,  Martens,  Jenkinson,  Hersllet, 
and  others;  Acies,  Memoires,  &c.,  concernant  la 
Pais  d'Litrecht,  1716;  and  Actes,  negotiations,  &c., 
depuis  la  Paix  d'Utrecht,  1745— two  voluminous 
works,  containing,  it  may  be  supposed,  every  public 
document  and  notice  of  every  act  connected  with 
the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  the  con- 
sequent proceedings;  collection  des  Edits,  ordnn- 
nances,  &c.,  concernant  le  Canada,  Quebec,  1803, 
apparaiitly  a  comple'e  assemblage  ol  all  the  most 
important  public  documents  relative  to  Canada  and 
the  lur  trade;  Memoires  des  Commissaires  Francais 
el  Anglais  siir  les  Possessions  des  deux  Couronnes, 
et  Ainerique,  1754  to  1757,  which  could  not  have 
thus  omitted  to  notice  this  settlement  of  boundaries, 
11  it  had  taken  plai:e;  the  Histoire  de  le  Diplomatic 
Fraiicaise,  by  Flassan,  1811,  the  Histoire  des  Traites 
de  Paix,  by  Koch  and  Schoeil,  1817.  To  these  au- 
thorities may  be  added,  as  equally  silent  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  Histoires  of  England  by  Tindal,  Smollett, 
Belsham,  Hughes,  Mahon,  Wade,  the  Parliamentary 
History,  and  the  Pictorial  History;  the  Histories  of 
France,  by  Sismondi,  Anquelil,  and  Lacretelle;  the 
Lord  John  Ku-sell's  Atlairs  of  Europe  since  the 
peace  of  Ulrechl;  the  Histories  of,  and  Memoirs  on, 
Louisiana,  by  Duinont,  Dupratz,  Vergennt'*,  and 
Marbois,  the  political  works  of  Swilt,  Bolingnrnke, 
and  Voltaire;  and  many  other  works  relating  to  ihe 
lu»tory  i.f  the  period  at  which  this  settlement  of 
Lujisiana  is  said  to  have  been  made. 

"This  is  all  Ihe  negative  evidence,  indeed;  but  it 
IS  the  cnl}  evidence  of  which  the  case  admits,  and  is 
equivaleiil  to  a  positive  contradiction  of  the  supposi- 
tion that  any  settlement  of  boun  laries  between  the 
Hudson's  bay  territory  and  the  Flench  possessions 
was  made  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht;  as  such  a 
transaction  could  not  have  failed  to  be  noticed  in 
all,  or  indeed  in  ai.y,  of  llie  works  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  paragrapli,  if  it  had  taken  place,  and  es- 
pecially if  It  had  been  m  notorious  as  tue  knowledge 
o(  It  by  those  who  asserted  it  would  seem  to  indicate. 
That  cuuimissaries  were  a|ipointed  to  settle  bounda- 
ries, under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  is  mure  probable; 
and,  in  proof  not  only  of  their  inceting,  but  also  ol 
tneir  separation  wiihout  ehecliiig  any  of  the  objects 
prupos'd,  Ihe  l'u|lo»  ing  passage  appears  in  the  ilis- 
toire  de  la  Noi  velle  France,  by  Charlevoix:  'Frain  e 
look  no  pa.  I  in  this  uispute,  {between  the  British  and 
Indians  in  Nova  Scoiia,  in  1822,)  in  order  to  avoid 
giving  Uie  slightest  pretext  lur  interrupting  Ihe  good 
uiid.  islanding  Oetween  the  two  nations,  which  had 
been  restored  with  so  much  dilUculty;  even  the  m- 
goliations  between  11, e  two  courts  for  tiie  seltleineni 
of  boundaries  ceased,  although  commissaries  had 
been  appointed  on  both  sides,  fur  that  object,  since 
1719.'" 

In  addition  to  the  facts  above  stated,  1  will  add 
another  short  paragraph,  which  was  handed  to  me  hy 
my  Iriend  (Mr.  Iljiinegan)  since  1  came  hereto-day. 
1  hate  nut  had  time  to  advert  to  the  original,  but  1 
piesume  ii  is  correct: 

"In  De  Mofras's  book,  tlio  official  exposition  by 
the  French  government  ol  the  grounds  of  the  English  1 
claims  to  Ihe  Oregon  territory,  and  its  own  lurnier  j 
pretensions  to  thai  region,  It   is  said,  vol.   li.  p.  158. 

"It  was  agreed  at  the  peace  of  171.'),  and  tiy  Uie  I 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  that  cuiuinissioiiers  should  meet , 
to  trace  with  precision  to  the  nurlli  uiid  the  west  llio  I 


1  mils  between  the  Hudson  bay  country  and  New 
France,  and  to  the  south  the  boundaries  between  that 
province  and  the  English  possessions.  Nevertheless, 
there  does  not  exist  in  any  written  record,  nor  in 
any  maps  or  charts,  a  single  document  showing  that 
these  frontiers  ever  were  definitively  established. — 
And  in  1722  all  proceedings  on  this  subject  had  been 
abandoned,  according  to  Father  Charlevoix,  that 
not  the  least  pretext  might  be  given  to  violate  the 
good  understanding  which  it  had  been  found  so  diffi- 
cult to  establish  between  the  two  crovvns  of  France 
and  England.  The  archives  of  the  office  of  foreign 
affairs  contain  no  chart  or  memoir  relating  to  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  regarding  these  frontiers,  nor  do 
those  of  the  department  of  marine;  and  the  assertion 
of  Charlevoix  is  fully  sustained.'" 

"The  reference  is  to  Charlevoix's  New  France, 
vol.  iv.  p.  124,  and  the  top  of  the  page." 

Now,  sir,  I  shall  pursue  this  investigation  no 
further.  I  have  already  observed  that,  whether  this 
line  was  established  or  not  east  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, is  not  o(  the  slightest  importance.  The  posi- 
tion that  1  occupied  in  my  speech,  and  that  I  occu- 
py now  is  this:  it  is  contended  in  the  senate,  and  out 
of  it,  that  the  parallel  of  49  is  our  northern  bounda- 
ry in  the  territory  of  Oregon,  and  that  it  was  as- 
sumed as  such  by  our  government  in  the  early  part 
of  the  controversy,  and  so  maintained  for  some 
years;  and  that  we  are,  therefore,  concluded  for 
against  the  assertion  of  any  other  boundary.  Now, 
sir,  my  object  was  to  show  that  no  such  line  was 
ever  established  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  in  the  Ore- 
gon country,  and  that  we  were  therefore,  free  to 
urge  our  pretensions,  without  regard  to  this  state 
ment,  or  to  the  acts  of  our  government,  founded  upon 
an  erroneous  impression  that  Ihe  line  of  49°  did  e.K- 
tend  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  This  is  what  1  undertook 
to  disprove,  and  nothing  but  this.  And  I  will  now 
ask  the  honorable  senator  from  Missouri  if  he  be- 
lieves that  the  parallel  of  49  was  ever  established 
by  commissaries  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  as  a 
boundary  west  of  the  Rocky  Mounlains?  I  will  wait 
for  ttie  honorable  gentleman's  reply. 

[Here  Mr.  Cass  paused  for  a  short  time,  but  Mr. 
Benton  not  answering,  he  continued.] 

Well,  Ihe  h  moranle  gentleman  does  not  answer 
me.  If  he  believed  the  line  run  ihere,  I  at  i  sure  he 
would  say  so;  for,  if  it  did  run  there,  ne  srf  for- 
ever foreclosed  from  any  claim  u;i.i:['  'he  L'  i;isiana 
treaty,  and  the  force  of  the  honor-  >ii-  ;-■•  ile  nan's 
aliack  upon  me  would  be  greatly  sueiij,,iii-ne,l.  As 
he  does  not  answer,  1  shall  take  it  for  granted  that 
he  believes  no  such  line  was  ever  established  there. 
And  if  the  fact  is  so,  my  obj.  ct  is  answered,  an, I  .ve 
are  relieved  from  the  embarrassments  arising  out  of 
the  repeated  assertions  that  the  line  oC  49°  is  our 
northern  boundary  in  the  territory  of  Oregon.  I 
will  now  read  to  the  honorable  se  .ator  what  1  said 
tbeiiiher  d.iy  on  this  subject,  and  he  will  perceive 
.iow  inuih  lie  has  misapprehended  me,  and  that  all 
my  allusion  to  Ihe  parallel  of  49°  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  was  a  mere  incidental  topic  having  no 
bearing  upon  my  actual  position.  Wliat  I  did  say  is 
this:  "The  treaty  of  Utrecht  never  refers  to  the 
parallel  of  49°,  and  the  boundaries  it  proposed  to 
establish  were  those  between  the  French  and  Eng- 
lish colonies,  including  the  Hudson  Bay  company  in 
Canada.  The  charter  of  the  Hudson  Bay  company 
granted  to  the  proprietors  all  tiie  'lands,  countries, 
and  territories,'  upon  the  waters  discharging  them- 
selves into  Hudson's  Bay.  At  the  date  uf  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  which  was  in  1714,  Great  Britain  claim- 
ed nothing  west  of  those  'lands,  countries,  and  ter- 
ritories,'and  of  course  there  wjs   nothing    to  divide 

between    Franrc  and   England    west  ol   that  line 

Again,  ill  1714,  Ihe  northwestern  coast  was  almost 
a  terra  incognitu,  a  blank  upun  the  map  of  the  world. 
England  then  neither  knew  a  foot  of  it,  nor  Claimed 
a  foot  of  it.  By  adverting  to  the  letter  of  Messrs. 
Gallatin  and  Rush,  coniinunicating  an  account  of 
their  inierview  with  Messrs.  Goulburii  and  Robin- 
son, British  cominissioners,  dated  October  20th, 
1818,  and  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Pak.-nhara  to  Mr. 
Buchanan,  dated  September  12UI.1844,  it  will  Do 
seen  tiial  the  comineiiceineiil  of  the  British  claim  is 
limited  to  the  discoveries  of  C. plain  Cook  in  1778. 
How,  then,  could  a  boundary  have  been  established 
fity  years  beiore,  in  a  region,  where  no  Englishman 
had  ever  penetrated,  and  to  which  England  had 
never  asserted  a  pretension?  And  yet  the  assu'iip- 
tiun  that  the  parallel  of  49  degrres  was  established 
by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  as  a  line  between  Franco 
and  England,  in  those  unknown  regions,  necessarily 
involves  those  inconsistent  conclusions.  But  be- 
sides, if  England,  as  a  party  to  Ihe  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
established  this  line,  running  to  the  western  ocean 
as  the  nurlliern  boundary  of  Louisiana,  what  pos- 
sible claim  has  she  now  south  of  that  line?  The 
very  fact  of  her  existing  pretensions,  however  un- 
founded  these  may   be,  shows   that  she  consider* 
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herself  no    party   to   such   a    line   of  division.      It 

shows,  in  fact,  that  no  line  was  run,  for  if  it  had 
been,  ilie  evidence  of  it  would  be  in  the  English  ar 
chivfs,  and,  in  irulh,  would  bi-  Uno"n  to  the  worUI 
without  contradiciion."  This  is  what  1  said;  and 
this  was  followed  by  the  synopsis  of  my  views 
upon  the  subject,  which  I  read,  and  which  I  will 
read  again: 

1.  It  is  not  shown  that  any  line  was  estabished  on 
the  parallel  of  49  to  the  P.icifio  Ocean. 

2.  'I'he  country  on  the  northwestern  coast  was 
then  unknown,  an<!  I  believe  unclaimed;  or,  at  any 
rate,  no  circumstances  had  arisen  to  call  in  question 
any  claim  to  it. 

3.  The  British  negotiators  in  1826,  and  their  min- 
ister here  in  1844,  fixed  upon  the  voyage  of  Captain 
Cook  in  1778  as  the  comuienceinent  of  the  British 
title  in  what  i-  now  called  Oregon. 

4.  The  ireaiy  of  Utrecht  provides  for  the  estab 
lishracnt  of  a  line  between  the  French  and  British 
cohiiiies,  including  the  Hudson  Bay  company.  The 
Brilish  held  nothing  west  of  the  company's  posses- 
sions, which,  by  the  charier,  included  only  the  lands, 
countries,  and  teirituries  on  the  waters  running  into 
Hudson's  Bay. 

If  England  established  this  line  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  she  can  have  no  claim  south  of  it;  and  this 
kind  of  argument  ad  hnminem,  becomes  conclusive. — 
And  let  me  add  Ihat  1  owe  this  argument  to  my 
friend  from  IMissouri,  (IMr.  Aichison,)  lo  whose  re- 
marks upon  Oregon  the  senate  listened  with  pleasure 
and  wiih  profit  some  days  since. 

6  How  could  France  and  Spain  claim  the  coun- 
try to  the  Pacific  so  as  lo  divide  it  between  thein  in 
1714,  when,  as  late  as  1790,  the  Brili.-h  government, 
by  the  Noolka  convention,  expressly  lecognizcd  the 
Spanish  lille  to  that  country,  and  claimed  only  the 
use  of  il  lor  its  own  suhjecls,  in  common  with  those 
01   Spam? 

1  am  now,  sir,  brought  to  the  annunciation  which 
I  made,  and  which  the  hiMiorable  senator  has  so 
strangely  misun.lerslood.  VVhal  I  said  was  this, sir — 
1  will  repeat  it  in  the  very  words  I  used  upon  the 
former  occasion:  "1  now  ask  what  right  has  any 
American  statesman,  or  what  right  has  any  Biilish 
statesman,  to  contend  that  our  claim,  whatever  it  .i.ay 
be,  is  not  just  as  good  north  of  the  line  as  it  is  south 
of  il?  When  this  question  IS  answered  lo  my  satis- 
faction, 1  lor  one  will  consent  to  stop  there.  But  un- 
til then,  1  am  among  those  who  mean  to  march,  if 
we  can,  to  the  Russian  boundary." 

This,  sir,  is  my  position.  How  different  it  is  from 
the  position  assigned  to  me  by  the  honorable  senator, 
1  need  not  say.  I  trust  I  have  redeemed  myself,  and 
that  I  can  again  enter  into  the  contest,  a  free  man, 
baiilin^  for  the  full  rights  of  his  country  even  to 
54°  4U'. 

There  is  one  point  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  advert. 
The  honorable  senator  has  given  me  a  lair  hit,  and 
]  awaid  him  the  credit  due  to  il.  In  m\  remarks 
the  other  day,  alluding  to  the  ifl'ect  that  impniper 
persons  '•minions,  and  favorites,  and  mistresses" 
had  produced  upon  ihe  destinii-s  of  nations  by 
the  exer  ise  of  an  injurious  inHuei.ce,  I  adverted 
to  the  lact  of  the  offence  taken  bj  iVlrs.  Masham  at 
having  a  cup  of  tea  spill  upon   her  silk  gow  n.     The 


Mr.  Benton  resumed.  He  understood  the  senator 
to  say  that  if  the  proviso  attached  to  the  article  was 
striken  out,  (as  Mr.  Ji-ffers^m  wished  it  should  be 
and  directed  Mr  Monroe  t  ■  "pres-"  that  it  shoulil 
be,)  that  then  tlie  dividing  line  of  49°  vvould  not  ex 
lend  west  of  the  mountains.  I  understood  the  gen 
tieman  lo  say  so. 

Mr.  Cass  here  again  explained,  but  was  not  dis- 
tinclly  understood  by  Ihe  reporter. 

Mr  Benton,  repealing  what  he  had  alieady  twice 
said,  I  uniliTstand  him  to  say  Ihat  if  the  proviso  in 
Ihe  5ih  article  in  the  Brilish  projet  for  a  houndarj 
were  stvicken  out,  the  line  would  stop  at  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  1  so  understood  him  when  he  maile  his 
speech;  1  so  understood  him  in  his  first  explanation; 
and  1  still  so  understand  him.  And  thin  I  say —un- 
derstanding him  so,  and  his  silence  admits  that  I  am 
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pvery  thing  we  had  there  boforo  18U7,  would 
have  been  cut  olf.  These  are  the  positions  I  lake; 
and  they  amount,  in  fact,  to  the  whole  thing  in  dis- 
pute. 

The  senator  from  Michiiran  cannol  escape;  he 
never  can  escape  from  the  position  in  which  he  has 
place  I  himself.  He  denies  that  wo  had  nnv  lerrito- 
rie-  west  of  the  Ro.-ky  .Mminlnins  up  to  181)7.  I'he 
inference  is  inevitable.  It  cannot  be  denied;  il  can- 
nol be  escaped  from;  il  is  all  perfectly  fair  and  clear, 
and  he  cannol  gel  out  of  it. 

Mr.  Jefferson  wished  to  follow  Ihe  line  of  Utrecht 
indefinitely  west;  and  I  lake  il  he  knew  about  aa 
much  of  the  political  history  of  Ihe  world,  and  of  all 
connecteil  with  .America  in  particular,  a«  any  other 
man  living.  This  point  1  th-refore.  consider  as  con- 
clusively established.  In  denying  Ihat  the  line  named 


right — then  1  say    the    himorable  senator  is    "out  of,  in  the  article  could  cross  the  mountain  il  the  proviscr 
the  frying  pan  into  the  fire."     [A   laugh.]     When  I ;  was  omilled,  he  denies  thai  we  then  had  any  territo- 
heard  the  gentleman    refer   to    the   5ih  article,  and  i  ry  beyond  ihe  mountain*;  for  Ihe    line   was   lo  go  as 
slop  the  line  at  the  mountain,  if  Ihe  proviso  was  cut 
off,  I  construed    that    Ihe   copyist   in    transcribing  it 


had  made  some  fatal  omission;  but  on  turning  to 
the  report  of  my  speech  as  given  in  the  Inlelligen- 
cer,  1  find  the  whole  article  was  copied  correctly, 
and  this  instead  of  being  omitled,  as  1  had  leared, 
the  clause  was  made  emphatic  by  being  printed  in 
italics. 

The  senator  has  fallen  into  so  grave  an  error,  as, 
by  implication,  to  say  that  in  1807  the  United  Slates 
had  no  claim  lo  any  territory  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  on  the  assumption  he  has  just  made, 
our  claim  in  Oiei^on  must  date  after  1807. 

The  article  to  which  Mr.  .Monroe  says  the  Bri- 
tish ministers  were  willing  to  accede  was  in  these 
words: 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  the  article  aa  inserted  on  page 
OUO] 

This  is  the  article,  and  the  Senator,  by  saying 
th  It  Ihe  omissio  i  of  the  proviso  would  slop  the 
dividing  line  at  this  mountain,  clearly  says  that  we 
had  no  territory  at  that  time  west  of  the  mountain 
^So  far  as  their  respcclive  teryitories  cxUnd  iti  that 
quarter" 

The  parallel  of  49  is  here  recognized  as  a  boun- 
dary so  far  west  as  the  territories  of  ilie  parlies  ex- 
l-nded  at  that  lime.  This  was  in  1807,  fifteen  years 
ttjler  Gray's  dicovery  of  the  month  of  the  Columbia, 
and  the  year  alter  Lewi-  and  Clarke's  return.  It 
was  in  that  state  of  our  title  that  Mr.  Gallalin,  in 
1817,  speaking  of  Ihe  valley  of  the  Culunibia,  de- 
clared our  rifihl  lo  it  to  be  clear  and  unquestionable. 
It  is  lo  this  lille,  such  as  we  then  had  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  wished  Mr. 
Alonroe  lo  "press"  upon  the  British  ministers  a  di- 
vision by  the  49lh  degree.  Happily,  m  pressing  this 
line  then,  he  cannot  be  accused  of  having  been  iiii. 
der  British  infiut-nce.  N<  man  will  accuse  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson of  b"iiig  the  advocate  of  British  claims;  and 
therefore  Ihe  fact  thai  he  uffered  the  line  of  49 
throughout  lo  tiie  sea  must  be  beaten  down — beate 
down — hidden — concealed — lorn  out  of  the  inindsof 
the  American  people.  Mr.  Jefferson  consented  to 
this  line;  anU  he,  ihank  God,  cannot  be  attacked  by 
such  a  v\'eapon;  he  must  escape,  and  will  escape  the 
charge,  though    no    other    living    man    who  foil 


imident  I  remembered,  and  its  influence  1  reniem  !!,,„,  ^an  hope  lo  do  so.  All  the  fortynines  of  lh< 
bered,  but  1  Ihought  It  had  been  exerted  to  pioduce  I  pp^,,,,,!  day  ^pe  to  be  brought  into  court  and  ar 
a  war,  whereas  the  honorable  senator  has  corrected  p^lgin,j  anj  (.ondemned,  but  ^.r.  Jefferson  canuMt 
me,  and  has  shown  that  It  was  exerted  to  produce  i  ii,epe(ore  the  people  must  not  know  what  he  said; 
peace.  It  is  a  lung  inne  since  1  have  looked  into  i  ^^at  forty  vears  ago  he  proposed  the  line  of  Utrecht 
the  English  history.  1  piesume  llie  honorable  gen- j  (^  (he  ocean;  his  I. .ngUrtgc  must  be  perverted;  his 
tleinan  Irom  Missouri  relreshed  his  recollection  last  ppoposjimn  denied;  his  words  read  baik>vard>, 
evening.  I  and  some  Gieenhow    must  write  a  new  book  lo  dis 

Mr.  Benton.     I    have   not   looked  at   it  for    forty  |  prove  the  ucl   ilial  he    ever   proposed    the  dividing 

years.  [  line  of  49°. 

Mr.  Cass.     The    honorable   gentleman's  memory  I       Suppose   that    exasperating    circumstances,   the 

is  then  belter  than  mine.     I    will    remji  k,  ho  .  ever,  j  attack  of  the  Leopard  on  the  Clies  peake  and  others, 

that  the  inciuent,  even  as  il  happened,  is  illustrati.e  j  h  .d  not  arisen  to  prevent    the  signing  of  the  treaty 

of  the  general  posiliun    I    assumed,  because  the  la- 

vorite  ol  Queen  Anne  would  as   soon   have  brought 

about  a  war  as  a    peace,  liad  the    former,  instead  ol 

the  Idtlcr,  been  necesraiy  to  eiiahle    her  to  vent  her 

spleen  upon  the  Duichtss  ol  MarlboioUjih.  1  re- 
peat, the  correclion  was  a  lair   hit,  and    the  manner 

eniircly    unobjecUonable.      1    shall    testily    my  at- 

know  Icdgmcul  by  putting  the  tact  right  in  my  printed 

speech. 

Air.  Benton  said  that  he  would  take  up  the  gentle 

man  at  the  point  where  he  bad    entrenched   himsell: 

he  understood  the  gentleman    to  say  that  if  the  pro 

viso  attached    to  .rticle    5,  proposed    by   the  British 

commissioners,  were  omitled,  that  then  the  boun- 
dary line  of  49°  vvould  slop  at  the  Rocky  .Moun- 
tains. 

Mr.  Cass  here  interposed,  and  was  understood    by 

the  reporter  lo  say  that  he  had  stated  this,  not  as  his 

own  idea,  but  the  idea   ol  Mr.  Benton.     He  bad  nol 

contenued  that  tile  line  would  in  any  case  ruu  lo  the 

Pacific. 


far  as  our  territories  exlended. 

But,  coming  to  the  next,  the  senator  says  that  Mr. 
Monroe  pnatuced  no  list  of  aiilhorilies  to  Lord  Ilar- 
rowby.  But  bifore  he  demands  a  list  of  authorities 
lo  prove  Mr.  Monroe's  assertion  that  this  line  was 
established  by  commissaries  under  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  he  must  firsl  show  that  Lord  Harrowby, 
the  British  secreiary  of  stale,  di-piited  or  denied  the 
fact.  If  two  parties  have  opposite  inleresls  in  a 
disputed  matter,  and  one  of  them  brings  forward  a 
fact  blaring  on  the  claims  or  interests  of  llic  other, 
before  he  brings  out  his  proofs  loestabli-h  il  he  will 
wait  to  see  if  it  is  denied,  and  if  not,  where  is  the 
use  of  parading  his  proofs?  .Mr.  Monroe  says  the 
corami.ssaries  Old  meet,  and  did  establish  a  boundary 
line,  running  with  and  along  the  paiallel  of  49  in- 
definilily  to  the  west;  and  having  slated  this  in  ver- 
bal interview  with  the  minister,  lor  greater  security 
he  afterwards  reduces  il  lo  writing  and  sunmiis  il  to 
him.  Did  Lord  Harrowby  deny  the  fart?  T/ki(  is 
the  question.  Did  he  dispute  the  fact?  Did  he  urge 
Ihe  slightest  objection  to  the  assertion — lie  whose 
government  had  been  a  party  to  the  treaty  in  ques- 
tion, and  had  concurred  in  establishing  the  very  line? 
Never!  He  admilted  the  whole!  And  yet  it  is  object- 
ed that  vve  find  .Mr.  Monrou  urging  no  list  ol  aiilho- 
rilies t>>  prove  vvhal  was  admitted! 

But  here  the  honorable  senator  has  been  giiilly  of 
an  egregious  non  sequilur.  lie  says  that,  because 
Mr  M  >nroe  useu  the  same  language  respecuii;;  the 
establishment  of  this  line  that  Douglas,  does, //itre- 
fore  he  followed  Douglass.  Now,  the  trgo  in  the 
case  seems  to  me  rather  lo  be,  since  Monroe  and 
Douglass  used  the  same  language  in  regard  to  the 
same  thing,  they  must  both  have  borrowed  Iroin  the 
Source,  viz:  that  lo  which  Mr.  Madison  ban  ref  rred 
iMr.  Monroe,  and  that  was  the  proceedings  ol  the 
couiinissaries — the  otricial  records  of  the  Bril.sh 
government.  The  senator  sa;  s  th, it  .Mr.  Madison 
did  not  know  whether  such  a  line  ever  had  oecn 
run;  but  Mr.  .Madison  had  the  benefit  of  all  the 
puolicily  of  such  a  fact,  and  all  ollici.il  means  of 
knowing  it.  He  assumes  the  (act,  although  lo  does 
not  know  the  particulars;  he  assumes  the  fact.  Mr. 
Jefferson,  be.>ides  his  being  one  of  the  most  accom- 
plished general  scholars  and  statesmen  ol  his  day, 
was  president  of  the  Uniteil  Slates.  He  had  himsell 
been  in  Eirope,  and  while  in  Paris  it  was  tiis  well 
known  custom  to  spend  his  afternoons  in  the  libra- 
ries and  buuUstores  ol  thai  cil) ,  searching  out  all  lie 
coulU  BnU  which  had  any  bearing  on  this  country. — 
Mr.  Madison  under  his  direction,  and  acting  as  liiu 
sccretarj  of  slate,  assumes  the  fact  that  the  coui- 
inissaries had  met,  and  had  had  "proceedings"  in  re- 
lere.ice  lo  Ine  iine.ainl  he  sent  a  piper,  w  illi  memo- 
randums and  niarginaJ  notes,  (vviiicn  is  not  now  to 
be  lounu,)  containing  doubtless  the  reasonings  by 
which  he  was  to  make  good  his  argumrlii  Irom  that 
fact.  Who  drew  up  Ihc  paper  Mr.  Madison  does 
not  say,  but  it  is  highly  prob<ible  it  wjs  Mr.  Ji-Her- 
son  himself  In  giving  these  inslruclions,  he  knew 
and  felt  tU.it  he  had  new  and  delicate  ground  lu  lrea<i; 
and  lie  thereloie  sent  him  all  ihe  suggeslMiis  whicli 
niighl  aid  linn  in  making  hlm-ell  cerium  ol  his  laels 
bi  lore  ho  relied  upon  them  in  argunienl.  .vlr. 
Monroe  did  add  lo  what  .Vlr.  .Madison  had  told  lii.o, 
lie  gave  llie  particulars  respecting  the  line  and  un- 
doubtedly he  had  access  lo  the  records  ol  llieir  pro- 
ceedings llieii  in  London.  Cm  it  be  supposed  Ihat 
sulIi  11  en — and  1  do  Unt  perform  a  duty  and  obej  a 
patriotic  impulse  wliile  1  speak  with  delerence  of 
ihose  v/ho  have  gone  bclore  us--would  act  as  the 
senator  seems  lo  iliiiik  that  Ihcy  did  in  a  mailer  nl 
this  weight  and  coi.stq.ience?  There  never  have 
Ueen  since  their  day,  or  belorc  it,  statesmen  moio 
able,  more  calm,  n.ore  just,  more  carelul,  more  la- 
borious, more  sagacious,  or  more  patriotic,  than 
t'.ose  who  steered  us  through  the  stor.n  of   the  revo- 


s  just  on  the  eve  of  taxiing  place) 
that  this  art  cle,  as  .Vlr.  Jefferson  wi-licd,  had  been 
inserted  without  the  proviso,  and  the  Ireaiy  had  been 
ratified,  what  would  have  be.  n  llieeHicl?  What  wouid 
have  been  our  buundar>  line  .mli  G.  Britain  beyond 
the  mouniains  at  this  hoiii?  If  this  had  been  done — 
il  the  treaty  had  been  signed — tliere  would  have 
been  no  esc  aping  from  the  admission  of  this  line  ol 
49n  ic  Oregon,  bul  to  plead  tli^t,  as  the  line  was  to 
ruu  only  as  lar  as  oui  terriluries  exlended,  it  did  not 
cross  the  mouniains,  because  we  nad  no  territory  to 
the  west  d  them.  The  senator  vvould  have  had  lo 
abandon  all  our  rights  to  tcirilciry  in  Oiegun  at  all 
or  he  could  nol  have  gol  clear  of  this  line,  or  vve 
should  have  been  thrown  exclusively  on  Ihe  Span 
ish  title,  since  ootained.  Tlie  discovery  of  Gray 
would  have  been  cutoff;  the  exploration  by  Lewis 
and  Clarke  would  have  been  rut  off;  Ihe  rights  and 
possessions  of  the    American    Fur   company  would 

tiave  been  cut  oil' — all  their    establishments    west  ol  ^  lution,  and  formed  the  governinenl  under  which 
the  mountaiiii — Mr.  Henry's  discovery  of  the  South  ;  live.     There  were  doubtless  in  our  army  men  whose 
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deeds  of  valor  entitle   (hem    to   an  eternal  renown; 

but  for  years  past  mv  atlt-iilion  has  in  a  particular 
manner  been  turned  to  tliu  acts  of  those  who  con- 
ducted the  political  part  of  the  revolution;  and  1  am 
prepared  to  say  that  men  more  wise,  more  devoted, 
more  regardless  of  themselves,  or  more  careful  to 
do  nothing  liut  what  was  ruht  before  God  and  man, 
never  were  granted  to  a  nation  in  the  hour  of  its 
greatest  necessity. 

The  men  of  whom  I  have  been  speaking  in  con- 
nexion «  ilh  the  present  question,  were  men  of  the 
revoluiion.  It  was  Jefl'erson  who  directed  Madison 
what  to  write,  it  was  IVladison  who  directed  Mon- 
roe what  to  do  and  say.  The«e  men  it  is  who  say 
that  the  line  of  49°  "as  established  by  commissaries 
under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  directed  Monroe  to 
seek  for  the  particulars  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
commissaries,  to  be  found  in  London.  And  is  it  at 
this  day  to  be  admitted;  and  is  it  to  be  repeated  here 
by  an  American  senator,  on  such  an  authority  as 
Greenhon;  and  is  an  American  senate  to  sit  and 
hear  it,  or  can  any  American  bring  himself  to  sup- 
pose, that  James  Monroe,  an  American  minister  thus 
instructed,  a  man  of  the  utmost  labor — a  man  of 
whom  I  have  heard  it  said  that  he  carried  his  office 
with  him  wherever  he  went — in  the  social  circle,  in 
his  wa.ks,  in  his  rides — and  was  so  occupied,  so  en- 
grossed by  his  business,  that  it  never  was  out  of  his 
mind — that  such  a  man  as  this  would  go  to  the  Eng- 
lish court  and  act  like  a  beau  Dawson,  and,  instead 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  commissaries,  as  instruct- 1 
ed,  shouhl  have  recourse  to  a  map  published  in  Bos  I 
ton — would  found  his  official  as-ertions  and  argu- 
ments to  Lord  Harrowhy  on  a  map  made  in  Bos- 
ton.' No.  It  was  not  by  comparing  piles  of  maps 
that  he  was  to  convince  Lord  Harrowby.  How 
could  It  be  expected  that  he  should  make  a  pa- 
rade of  authorities  when  the  British  minister  ad- 
mitted the  (act  and  all  the  consequences  at  the 
first  interview?  Such  presumptions  are  not  to  be 
tolerated. 

The  senator  contends  that  the  map  I  produced 
from  Posilethwait,  though  constructed  by  D'Anville 
and  dedicated  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  is  of  no  au- 
thority, because  it  contains  a  note  stating  that  the 
east  eiid  ol  ihe  line,  the  end  east  of  Jjioes'  Bay,  is 
coriect.  But  how  does  Ihat  inlerem  e  follou.'  The 
inference  was  the  other  way:  that  all  is  admitted  to 
be  correct  except  the  part  objected  to  of  the  line — 
the  residue  was  correct. 

I  now  repeat  my  position,  that  I  spoke  in  vindica- 
tion of  history — of  Ihe  truths  of  history — and  of  the 
intelligence  of  the  senate,  and  in  refutation  of  the 
impeacliinent  of  such  men  as  Jefferson  and  Madison 
and  .Monroe  in  a  book  by  one  Mr.  Greenhow — a 
book  approved  and  vouched  for  by  the  senator  from 
Michigan.  That  book  denies  that  the  commissaries 
were  appointed  under  Ihe  treaty  of  Utreclit,  and 
that  they  did  establish  the  line  of  49  as  a  boundary 
between  the  French  and  English  possessions — a  de- 
nial v.  Inch  1  understood  to  be  endorsed  by  Ihe  sena- 
tor himself. 

I  knew  that  it  would  be  an  impeachment  on  the 
intelligence  of  the  seiiale  to  let  such  a  slalement  go 
any  further.  What!  that  the  members  of  this  body  ^ 
should  be  ignorant  of  the  provisions  and  hi.-'.ory  of 
a  treaty  w  Inch  put  an  end  to  llie  war  between  Queen 
Anne  and  Louis  XIV,  which  established  the  great 
landniarlis  which  have  been  guides  to  the  policy  of 
nations  ever  since?  1  could  nut  consent  that  our 
character  should  go  to  the  world  branded  with  igno- 
rance like  this.  'I  he  senator  endoritd  the  book, 
and  his  word  give  it  currency  in  Europe  as  if  it  were 
an  authority  on  wlii('li  we  relied.  It  was  ilue  to  the 
senate  and  to  the  American  character  to  show  that 
such  a  conclusion  would  be  utterly  unfounded,  and 
that  the  book  was  entirely  erroneous  touching  so 
great  a  factias  the  establi-.hmenl  of  a  boundary  under 
that  treaty  between  the  British  and  the  French  pos- 
sessions 111  America. 

As  to  the  question  of  Oregon  I  have  not  touched 
it,  nor  shall  1  at  present.  The  lime  has  not  yet 
come.  1  expressly  said,  alter  1  liad  established  the 
fact  of  Ihe  boundary,  that  1  would  have  nothing  In 
do  wiih  Its  application.  I  say  that  the  maimer  in 
which  the  senator  commented  on  Greeiiliow's  book 
rendered  il  proper  that  1  should  correct  the  error 
into  which  He  had  lallen.  To  do  that  1  produced 
authorities  bearing  directly  on  that  point— authori- 
ties not  "recently  rnel  wil'h,"  but  known  and  exam- 
inedby  me  twenty  years  ago.  Then,  having  begun, 
I  had  to  go  on  to  the  end;  and  this  brought  me  to  Mr. 
JeUersoii,  and  to  the  great  fact  thut  iVIr.  Jrllcr-on 
pursued  the  line  of  49  as  a  boundary  as  lar  west 
as  the  linils  ot  our  territories  extended.  When  i 
got  there  1  thought  1  had  got  to  a  place  of  shelter. — 
With  Jelleraon  before  us — the  virtual  discoverer,  the 
political  father  of  Oregon  ami  Us  great  river,  the 
line  wh'ich  he  agreed  to  might  well  be  agreed  to  by 
others.  *      .       *. 


1  had  two  points  in  view — one  was  to  show  that 
Mr.  Jefferson  was  in  favor  of  carrying  this  boundary 
of  49  inl  )  Oregon  and  to  the  Pacific,  and  the  other 
was  to  show  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  under  no  necessi- 
ty to  procure  the  proof  of  the  act  of  the  commissa- 
ries, because  Lord  Harrowby  seems  at  once  to  have 
admitted  the  line. 

Mr.  JVebsler  said  that  he  wished  those  gentlemen 
who  propose  to  go  into  the  history  of  the  matter 
(which  he  did  not)  to  turn  their  attention  to  two 
questions  which  he  would  state. 

It  was  certain  that,  by  the  tenlh  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  it  was  provided  that  commissaries 
should  be  appointed  to  determine  a  line  of  separa- 
tion between  the  French  and  English  possessions  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  continent  of  America. — 
Audit  was  admitted,  on  the  authority  of  Charle- 
voix, that  such  commissaries  were  accordingly  ap- 
pointed; but  it  is  denied  that  there  exists  any  evi- 
dence of  the  acts  performed  by  them  under  such  ap- 
pointment, and  that  they  did  in  any  way  determine 
such  dividing  line. 

Now,  it  was  not  doubted,  in  point  of  fact,  that 
some  years  alter  the  date  of  the  treaty,  Davis' 
Straits,  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  (then  known  as  Davis' 
Inlet,)  became  known  and  mentioned  by  fewer  or 
by  more  geographers  as  the  dividing    po         ' 


The  above  facts  seem  calculated  equally  to  an- 
swer the  second  question.  Whatever  part  of  Mr. 
Webster's  reasoning  will  apply  to  maps  or  books 
which  present  the  line  as  beginning  at  Davis'  Inlet, 
and  running,  in  part,  along  the  49th  parallel,  will 
nppiv  even  more  strongly  to  those  in  which  the  line 
begins  two  degrees  and  a  half  further  north,  and 
takes  its  course  principally  along  the  dividing  ridge 
between  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Hudson's  bav,  with- 
out any  regard  to  parallels  of  latitude.  Whatever 
"presumpdoii"  could  be  raistd  in  tribunals  that  the 
former  line  had  been  fixed  under  the  Utrecht  treaty, 
would  at  least  be  balanced — if  not  overbalanced — 
by  the  authorities  in  favor  of  'he  supuosition  that 
the  other  line  was  adopted;  and  Mr.  Webster  will 
pardon  us  for  adding,  that  the  presumption  appears  to 
be  still  far  stronger  in  support  of  the  belief,  that  vo 
line  ichaisoever  irns  agreed  vpon  by  commissaries^  or  in 
any  other  way  fixed  by  consent  of  the  British  and  French 
governments  at  any  time. 
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Mr.  McDuffie  said  that  before  he  proceeded  to 
the  subject  of  the  proposed  notice  to  Great  Britain, 
the  territories  of  ttie  two  nations."  It  was  equally  :  he  felt  it  his  duty,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
true,  that  the  line  of  49°  north  was  laid  down  on  !  in  which  he  was  placed,  to  do  that  which,  under  or- 
certain  old  maps  as  a  dividing  line  between  French  1  dinary  circumstances,  he  should  not  be  disposed  to 
and  English  territory,  and  said  to  have  been  es- !  <lo— enter  on  a  thorough  investigation  of  Ihe  respec- 
lablished  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  after  the  termi-  i  live  titles  of  the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain  to 
natir.n  of  a  curved    line,  beginning  at  Davis'  Straits    the  Oregon  territory;  and,  in  doing  so,  to  state  from 


and  running  in  a  curve   until    it   struck  the  parallel 
of  49°. 

The  two  questions  he   wished    to  ask  were  these 


his  conscience  what  he  believed  to  be  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 

The  senator  from  Arkansas,  (Mr.  Ashley,)  in  his 


1.   How  came  Davis'  Strails    to    be   known    and  de-  j  speech  delivered  here  yesterday,  seemed    (said   Mr. 


scribed  in  any  map  as  the  dividing  point  between  th 
territories  of  England  and  France,  unless  from  some- 
thing agreed  to  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht?  The 
treaty  designated  no  starting  point  at  the  ocean — 
how  did  the  makers  of  these  maps  get  that  line? — 
And  if  the  parallel  of  4D°  did   not  receive  its  char- 


McD.)  to  consider  the  discussion  here  of  the  title  of 
the  United  States,  so  far  as  respected  what  a  man 
might  believe  to  be  an  illegitimate  claim  on  ourpart, 
to  tie  improper;  and  yet  that  senator  hi.-nself  as  well 
as  varimis  others  on  the  same  side,  has  gone  fully 
into  the  question  of  title,  and  pressed   it  to  the  ex- 


acler  as  a  dividing  line  from  that  authority,  on  what   treme  limit.     Now,  in  the  exuiing  state  of  the  ne- 


what  aulhorily  was  such  a  character  given  it  in  those 
maps?  Wliy  was  not  4?^  or  5U°  taken  as  the  line? — 
And  why  was  49". 

The  second  question  was   this:    Suppose   that  no 
mistake  could  be  shown  m  this  designation,  and  tha 


gotiation,  and  from  the  course  pursued  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  in  submitting  to  congress 
the  diplomaiic  c.irrespondence  of  the  i.iviislers  of 
England  and  the  United  States,  this  has  b.  ^oine  a 
J  popular  question.  It  is  in  vain  to  disguise  it;  and  I 
fear  that  there  is  more  to  app'ehend   from  difficultiea 


,  .         ij  I,  r  ■.  I,   ..1,   It     „„  I   ear  that  there  IS  more  toapr'ehenrt   trom  dimculliea 

,o  other  account  coud  be  given  of  i    but  that  it  was      ^^^^„,^j  ^v  ourselves  tha.    from    those  which  pro- 
tone  under   the    treaty   of  Utrecht,  taking  the   two   ^^ed  from  Great   Britain.     It    is   my    sincere  belief 


facts  together,  that  the  treaty  did  provide  that 
niissaries  should  be  appointed  to  determine  a  divid- 
ing line,  and  were  actually  appoinled  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  that  such  a  line  was  laid  down  on  the  maps 
professedly  on  that  autljority,  and  no  other  account 
could  be  given  of  il;  did  they  not  raise  a  clear  and 
strong  presumption,  and  such  as  would  prevail 
iu  all  tribunals,  that  this  point  of  Davis'  Straits 
and  this  line  of  49,  were  fixed  and  iietermined  by 
those,  and  those  alone,  who  had  authority  to  deter- 
mine them?* 


ISOTE — In  refen-ii  e  lu  Air.  W'^spee.  h,  ihe  Union, 
points  out  thedi^iiciLliuu  between  "Davis' Straits"  & 
"Davis'  Inlet,"  au'l  presumes  Mr.  Webster  is  in  error 
in  having  coiifouiiued  them,  and  that  he  refers  in  his 
speech  to  the  "inlet"  and  not  to  the  "straits,"  and  also 
replies  that  all  the  old  maps  of  America  uiQ'er  as  to 
all  lines  of  boundaries,  even  iu  some  extent  in  maps 
marie  by  subjects  of  Ihe  same  nation  at  the  same 
lime.  Why  Davis'  Inlet  should  have  been  chosen 
as  a  starting  point  by  some  maps  it  is  impossible  to 
say,  excepting  Irom  its  being  nearly  midway  be- 
tween the  St.  Lawrence  and  Hudson's  Straits.  But 
in  the  majority  of  maps  for  fifty  years  after  the 
treaty  ol  Ulrechl,  no  line  appears  between  the  Hud- 
sun  bay  English  territories  and  the  French  St.  Law- 
rence terriiories,  and  iu  those  containing  such  a  line. 
It  is  not  often  made  to  end  at  Davis'  Inlet.  The 
latter  is  a  small  inlet  of  the  Labrador  coast.  The 
straits  are  far  north  at  the  outlet  uf  Baffin's  bay. — 
Douglass  from  whom  Mr.  Monroe,  the  Union  sup- 
poses, derived  the  dchcriplion  of  the  boundary  pre- 
sented to  Lord  Harrowby,  makes  the  line  begin  in  58 
degrees  3tl  minutes,  two  and  a  half  degrees  norlh  of 
Davis'  liilel;  and  Mitchell,  in  his  famous  map  pub- 
lished in  1755,  and,  wilh  good  reason,  considered  as 
the  highest  authority  in  17b3,  begins  his  line  mark- 
ed by  him  "proposed  limits  of  Hudson's  6ii</,"at  Griin- 
iiiinglon's  Island,  on  ihe  Athmlic,  in  the  same  lati- 
tude. The  line  on  this  map  passes  soulhw-si  from 
tlic  ocean  to  Lake  Mislissiii,  and  llience  westward 
irregularly  along  what  is  called  the  "Land's  Height" — 
that  la,  the  diMding  ridge  between  the  waters  of 
Hudson's  hay  and  those  of  the  St.  Lawrence  as  far 
as  the  Luke  of  the  Woods,  wliere  the  map  ends  in 
lliat  direction,  and  is  marked,  "Cm  (iuiindso///udson's 
l)tty,  by  the  treaty  of  Utrtcht." 


y  sincere  belief 
that  the  public  mind  is  laboring  under  a  great  delu- 
sion respecting  the  title  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  prevailing  assumption  that  our  people  are  unani- 
mously in  favor  ol  claiming  the  whole  territory  up 
to  54"  40'  is  founded  entirely  on  the  fact  that  the 
discussion  here  and  elsewhere  ha*,  been  confined, 
with  a  very  few  exception';,  to  iliose  who  maintain 
our  title  to  that  extent.  No  senator  on  this  side  of 
the  chamber  has  yet  I  believe,  uttered  one  word  in 
opposition  to  the  doctrine  that  the  whole  of  Oregon 
IS  ours  up  to  54°  4lt'.  There  seems,  indeed,  to  be  a 
willingness  indicated  liy  some  gentlemen  to  agree  to 
a  compromise  of  the  parallel  of  49°;  yet  it  seems 
to  be  supposed  that,  although  we  may  justly  go  as 
far  as  that,  it  is  not  exactly  patriotic  to  deny  that  wo 
have  a  litU  of  greater  or  less  validiiy  to  the  coun- 
try beyond  that  line.  1  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
we  should  compromise  this  diBiculty  on  the  bounda- 
ry of  49°.  I  entirely  concur  wilh  Uie  honorable 
senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  that 
such  is  the  iiicrea-:ng  public  opinion  in  botll 
countries,  that  it  never  can  be  settled  on  any  other 
basis.  1  think  it  is  very  desirable  that  Ihe  public 
mind  should  as  speedily  as  possible  bo  made  up  to 
that  result. 

Now,  while  I  attempt  to  show  that  the  practical 
view  of  the  subject  will  bring  us  lo  this  conclusion, 
a  close  but  candid  examination  of  the  question  of  title 
will  bring  us  to  the  same  points. 

The  senator  trom  Arkansas,  (Mr.  Ashley.)  dwelt 
largely,  as  iha  secretary  of  slate  had  do  e  befor» 
him,  on  the  Nootka  Simnd  convenlion;  but  I  must 
confess  thni  1  have  never  been  able  to  see,  either  in 
respect  to  Great  Britain  or  the  United  Slates,  how 
so  much  importance  has  been  attributed  to  that  trea- 
ty. I  agree  with  those  gentlemen  who  hold  that  tha 
war  of  1796  between  England  and  Spain  terminated 
that  convention,  so  far  as  any  rights  of  Great  Bri- 
tain are  supposed  to  have  been  derived  from  it.  It  is 
perfectly  clear  that  Ihe  conventional  rights  of  trad- 
ing, fishing,  Stc.  secured  in  that  inslrunieiil — rights 
totally  unknown  to  the  law  of  nallon^ — were  termi- 
nated by  the  subsequent  war  m  I79G.  But  there 
were  rights  anterior  to  the  existence  of  that  con- 
venlion; rights  on  which  the  convention  was  found- 
ed; riglits  which  always  had  been  claimed  by  Great 
Britain,  and  which  belonged,  in  common,  to  all  na- 
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tions;  rights  which  existed  before  the  convention,  icovery  on  this  part  of  the  coast  before  the  year  1774  .  as  i;ood,  if  not  better,  th:,n  that  of  Spain.  Spain  as 
and  which  exist  now.  Senators  here  have  assumed  by  Perez,  and  that  by  Ilecela  in  the  subsequent  j  is  wpII  known  kept  her  discoveries  secret;  and  bofore 
that  the  convention  of  Noolka  conferred  rights  on  ,  year.  Previous  to  that  Spain  had  not  the  semblance  !  these  dispovcnes  of  Perez  were  made  known,  Capt 
Great  Britain  which  she  did  not  possess  before,  and    of  a  right  on  this  coast  higher  than  California  [Conk,  the  Uritnh  navigator,  discovered  and  explored 

that  she  so  understood  and   received  that  treaty;  but        But  this  is  a  question  of  so  grave  importance,  and  !  Nootka  Sound.  That  discovery  was  forthwith  eiven 


my  own  opinion  is,  that  the  sentiment  respeciing  it  it  is  of  such  vast  consequence  thai  the  people  pf  the 
expressed  by  Mr.  Fos  in  the  British  parliament  is  United  Stales  should  rightly  iinHinivind  it,  inasmuch 
the  true  view  of  its  intent  and  actual  opcratiuu. —  :  as  in  the  issue  liiev  ivill  lo  «cni,e  i-xtent  ha»e  to  de- 
Great  Britain  intenlionallj  limited  her  rights  to  such  '  cide  up'Hi  ii,  ilial  1  shall  not  n-l  this  upon  mv  own 
as  she  had  enjoyed  before  the  cohveiitiun — tosuclia>  assertion.  1  have  before  ine  a  full  collection  of  all 
she  always  (and  rightfully)  had  cluiincd;  for  she  al-  |  the  discoveries  of  Spain  upon  the  northwest  coast, 
ways  had  the  same  rights  of  tiadc  und  settlement  in  ,  compiled  by    Mr.    Greenhow,  a    gentleman    in    the 


the  country  as  S;iaiu  hart 

If  I  do  not  show,  by  the  law  of  nations,  that 
Great  Britain,  and  France,  and  Russia,  and  the 
Uniled  Slates  all  h:id  the  same  right  to  settle  at. 
Nootka  as  Spain  had,  I  will  agree  to  abandon  the 
question. 

I  have  observed  with  regret  tha*  almost  all  the 
gentlemen  who  have  participated  in  this  discussion 
seem  to  have  relied  for  authoiity  upon  their  own 
assei.ion;  evc.i  when  ney  might  have  readily  ap- 
pealed to  the  luw  of  nations  in  support  of  tha  po- 
sitions they  assumed,  they  have  not  done  so.  I 
have  lattf  ■;  tioiihle  of  brin.;iiii;  to  the  senate 
a  few  booi.s  m  which  that  law  is  suutd,  and  which 
1  consider  as  entirely  conclusive  ou  the  question  in 
dispute. 

What  I  assert,  and  Ihat  which  Great  Britain  has 
always  maiiilained,  is,  that  mere  discovery  conveys 
DO  title,  unless  accompanied  or  followed  within  a 
reasonable  lime  by  setlleinent.  And  I  appeal  to  my 
friends  on  this  side  of  Ihe  chamber,  one  and  all,  as 
a  duty  they  owe  to  Ifuth,  to  stale,  if  thej  can,  a  sin 
gle  acciediled  writer  on  international  law  who  lays 
down  the  doctrine  that  discovery,  without  settlement 
or  possession,  gives  any  title  at  all.  Allow  me  to 
cite  only  to  extract,  from  an  author  of  unquestiona- 
ble reputation,  and  universally  referred  to  as  autho- 
rity.    1  quote  from  Vattel: 

"All  mankind  have  an  equal  right  to  things  that 
have  not  yet  fallen  into  the  possession  of  any  one; 
and  those  things  belong  to  the  person  who  first  lakes 
possession  of  them.  When  therefore,  a  nation  finds 
a  country  uninhahited,  and  without  an  owner,  it  may 
lawfully  lake  possession  of  it;  and,  after  it  has  suffi- 
ciently made  known  its  will  in  this  respect,  it  can- 
not be  deprived  of  it  by  another  nation.  Thus,  na 
Tigators  going  on  voyages  of  discovery,  furnished 
with  a  commission  from  their  sovereign,  and  meet- 
ing   with    islands  or   other   lands    in  a  desert  stale 


office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  under  the  orders  of 
a  former  secretary.  Here  we  have  it  broadly  and 
unequivocally  slated  that  from  Ihe  fir^t  discovery 
of  Nootka  and  its  settlement  in  1789,  no  civilized 
nation  made  any    settlement    upon    that   coast  from 


to  the  world,  and  the  sound  was  frequented  by  the 
navir;.ji„r»  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  of  Spain,  and  of 
R'l^-ia.  It  was  not  till  iho  Spmish  authorities  in 
Mexico  were  informed  Ihit  the  Rii««ii,ns  were  m  ik- 
ing setllemenis  in  that  quarter  that  Martinez  was 
sent  to  prevent  them. 

In  1799  one  Meares,  an  English  liputenani,  mad* 
a  settlement  at  .\oolka,  and,  according  to  his  own 
account,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  there,  and  erect- 
ed certain  buildings  upon  it.  On  that  fact,  however, 
there  is  some   controversy.     It  is   quite    immelerial 

he'.her  what   he    built   wo 


an  extract.     [Mr.  McD.  here   quoted  from   Green 
h.uv's  book.] 

1  have  hoard  it  derbreil  by  senators  who  have 
manifested  great  zeji  in  mainlaining  our  i  lilits  to 
the  whole  territory,  ani  who  ,-poke  doubtless  from 
a  conscientious  conviction  of  the  supposed  correct 
ness  of  their  position,  Ihat  the  Spanish  discoveries 
were  valuable  from  their  antiquity;  and  the  senate 
has  been  reminded  that  they  were  made  three  cen- 
turies ago.  1  have  always  understood  that  ancient 
possession  consecrates  title;  bnt  how  ancient  disco- 
very should  merely  create  a  title  to  territory,  I  ac- 
knowledge myself  tnlally  incapable  to  comprehend. 
I  should  be  glad  if  any  senator  would  inform  me 
what  such  a  doclrine  rests  upon.  It  is  vain  to  dis- 
guise the  fact  that  this  Spanish  title  from  disco- 
ery  is  one  of  the  most  visionary    fi.;ments  that  ever 


by  the  Span- 
iards. The  British  government  thereupon  look  im- 
mciliate  sle|is  to  ri\eiii;e  the  injur'  and  to  restore  the 
rigid-  of  her  snlijerts.  And  ii,-  e  1  shall  call  Ihe 
all.ntiiMi  of  the  senate  to  Ihe  grnun.ls  on  which 
Great  Uriiain  ailed  in  this  ulHiir.  She  not  merely 
claimed  indemnity  for  the  injury  done,  aiifl  damages 
in  mom  y  for  the  ships  and  property  tukcn,  but  she 
claimed  further  and  mainly  that  Spam  -.hould  re- 
nounce her  false  and  ridiculous  claim  to  exidusive 
dominion  on  that  coast.  She  claimed  then,  as  she  has 
claimed  since,  that  the  country  was  dpeii  to  settle- 
menl  by  all,  and  that  Spain  had  no  rights  there  over 
the  other  nations  of  the  world,  because  she  had  never 
made  any  permanent  settlements. 

1  have  been  greatly  surprised  al  the  assumption 
made  by  gentlemen  on  Ibis  side  of  the  chamber,  who 
go  for  the  lalitude  of  54°  40',  that  the  conv 


'  .  ---■■■-  ,■■:•'"'.■'  ■■-■"-"'-  ...a.  c.v,  p-o  lor  ine  laiituileol  54"  40',  that  the  con veuli.in  of 
were  Oronghl  forward  by  ■ntelligent  men  on  a  creat  |  Nooikn  was  understood  and  intended  to  confer  rieh°s 
national  question  I  conscientiously  believe  that  ,  |  on  Great  B.ilain  which  she  never  had  before-  and 
Spain  were   al    this    hour   as    much  in  possession  of    and  that,  as  that  convention    was    lermnialed  bv 'ho 


Oregon  as  ever  she    has    been,  her    title  to  it  would 
not  be  worth  any  thing. 

In  1592,  it  is  claimed  that  De  Fuca  discovered  the 
straits  which  now  bear  his  name.  But  there  is  no 
truth  in  the  story.  It  is  notorious  that  Fuca's  ac- 
count was  not  published  till  thirty  years  after,  and 
Ihat  it  is  universally  discredited  by  the  Spanish  wri- 
ters.    There  is  no  evidence,  in  the  archives  of  either 


,  Spain  or  Mexico,  that  such  a  voyage  was  ever  made 
have  taken  possession  of  them  in  the  name  of  1  or  even  that  such  a  man  as  Ue  Fuca  ever  existed; 
their  nation;  and  this  title  has  bei-n  usually  respect-!  yet  we  are  to  receive  as  authentic  the  narrative  of 
eil,  proiided  It  was  soon  after  followed  by  a  real  a  man  who  said  to  a  certain  British  captain  tha 
possession.  thirty  years  before  he    had    made  a  voyage  into   the 

'But  it  is  questioned  whether  a  nation  can, by  the-j  Pacific  Ocean  and  returned,  and  whose  aicounteven 
bare  act  of  taking  possession,  appropriate  to  itself  j  of  this  was  not  published  in  England  till  twenty  I  but  ihit  her  own  rights  there  were  -n  all  resnecis 
countries  which  It  does  not  really  occupy,  and  thus  .  years  more  had  elapsed.  It  has  been  well  said  that  equal  to  the  rights  of  Spain;  and,  therefore  the 
engross  a  much  greaWr  extent  of  territory  Ihan  it  is  |  it  is  impossible  De  Fuca  could  have  believed  (as  he  '  Nootka  convention  rather  restricted  the  rights  of 
able  lo  people  or  cullu  ate.     It  is  not  difficult  to  de-   said  he  did)  that  he  had  sailed  across  Ihe  entire  con- [  Kngland   than  extended  them.     England   never  had 


bseqiieut  war  between  Ihe  two  cnunlnes  in  1796, 
that  war  put  an  end  to  all  the  rights  of  Great  Britain 
on  that  coast.  1  hold  the  precisely  opposite  npinioo. 
Great  Britain  contended  thai  Spain  had  no  rights 
on  that  coast,  except  such  as  she  could  derive  under 
the  law  of  nations  from  her  discoveries,  and  she  has 
alivays  been  very  scrupulous  to  maintain  the  right 
of  all  nations  to  make  settlements  in  that  quarter 
of  the  «orld.  In  her  convention  with  this  govern- 
ment, in  1818,  a  clause  was  inserted  reserving  the 
rights  of  all  other  nations  in  Oregon,  and  not  of 
Spain  only,  and  she  has  aUvays  contended  for  Ihe 
same  doctrine.  She  has  always  denied  that  Spain 
o'  tallied  any  title  to  the  country  from  mere  discovery. 


kind  in  general,  gives  no  nation  a  right  to  appropri-  I  to  be  relied  upon  on  either  side,  li  has  alw'ays  been 
ate  to  ilseir  J  country,  except  for  tlie  purpose  of  put  out  of  Ihe  question,  as  a  mere  fable,  worth  no- 
mjking  use  of  il,  and  not  of  hindering  others  from  I  thing,  especially  as  the  Spanish  authorities  thcm- 
deriving  advantage  from  it.  The  law  of  nations  stives  wholly  rejected  it.  No;  the  first  discovery  by 
will,  therefore,  not  acknowledge  the  properly  and  Spam  on  the  northwest  coast  was  made,  as  1  have 
sovereignty  of  a  nalion  over  any    uninhabited   conn-    said,  in  1774 

tries,  except  those  of  which  il  has  really  taken  ac- !  But  our  secretary  of  state  says  that  the  whole 
tual  possession,  in  which  It  has  formed  settlements,  '  coast  was  constantly  claimed  by  Spain  as  hers  for 
or  of  which  it  makes  actual  use.  In  effect,  when  three  centuries;  and  he  also  says  (1  do  not  know  on 
navigators  have  met  with  desert  couidrics  in  which  I  what  authority)  that  all  the  nations  of  Europe  con- 
those  of  other  nations  had,  in  their  transient  visits,  !  ceded  the  validity  of  her  claim.  If  there  is  any 
erected  some  monument  to  show  their  having  taken  evidence  of  this  m  history,  I  should  be  happy  to  see 
possession  of  them,  they  lave  paid  as  little  regard  to  '  it.  The  secretary  refers  to  an  acknowledgment  of 
that  empty  ceremohy    as    to    the    regulation   of  the  '<  it  by    the  Empress   of  Russia,  but  this,  when  exa 


duced  liy  our  resistance  to  hdd  on  to  il. 

It  has  been  said,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  that 
Oregon  is  distant  from  the  coasts  of  Great  Britain 
not  less  than  than  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  miles- 
a  country  so  remote  it  is  hardly  conceiva!)le  that  she 
would  desire  to  occupy  f.>r  the  purpose  of  coloniza- 
liun.  From  the  geograidncal  position  of  Oregon  it 
will  be  seen  that,  in  no  part  of  it  which  Great  Bri- 
tain claims,  can  a  stale  by  pos-ibility  be  erected  de. 
riving  \U  support  from  the  mother  country. 

So  far  from  conceiving,  as   my  friend  before  me 

seems  to,  that   Spain    possessed    Ihe  right  of  sover- 

ignty  on  all  that  coast,  and  that  her  riihl   was  only 


■•'•Spain,  at  a  very  early  stage  of  the  investigation  of  i  he  produces  that  the  title  of  Spain  was  admitted  by 
this  continent,  and  very  far   south   on  the  coast,  did    ""^  nations  of  Europe.    The  antiquity  of  dr 


make  discoveries  and  set  up  on  the  coast  crosses  and 
monuments;  and  to  these  they  appealed  in  order  to 
establish  ibe  Spanish  title  in  the  face  of  such  an  au 


for    Ihe    property    taken,  but   that  Spain   should  re" 
nouiice  the   absurd    title    which  she   claimed  to  hold 


,  XT      .,      c,        -.    ,_  19  undoubtedly  true  that,  when  she   sent  hernaviga. 

In  l/i4  Perez  iliscovercd  Nootka  Sound,  but  very  'tors  along   Ihe   norlhwest  coast,  il   was   not  that  she 


went  into  an  interesting  detail  of  the   early  discove-  never  then  oe.n  discoiered.     (  I'liis  voyage  was  not    of  commonSi'in  support  of  the'viewa  which  be~ad- 

ries  of  the  Sjianish  navigators;  but  it  is  a  remarka.  published  till    1802  )     Four  yeais  alter  Perez,  Cap-  '  vanced.] 

ble  fact  that,  although    the  narrative   of  the  senator  tain  Cook  also  discovered    Nootka  Sound,  and  fully        Various  other  members   of  parlla.Denl  con'-urred 

was    brought   down    from  the    very  earliest  ages  of  explored  it;  and  if  mere  discovery  could  create  title,    with  him  in  this  vienj  ami    Mr.  Pitt  himself  dcclar- 

di'covery,  yet  he  was  notable  to  point  us  to  one  dis-  I  think  that  ihe  lirilish  claim  on  that  ground  is  quite    ed  that    British  jiihjrcts   had    been  seized  and  their 
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property  taken  while  in  n  country  to  which  they  hail 
as  clear  a  right  as  Spam,  and  that  the  Spanish  claim 
of  exclusive  sovereignty  was  wholly  unfounded 

I  think  1  have  now  shown  that  Spain  hal  no  rijht 
to  this  territory  from  her  disioveries,  and  that  G 
Britain  always  denied  that  right  from  the  mo  nent 
when  it  came  ill  conflict  with  her  own.  So  far  from 
adiiiillmg  our  claim  under  Spain  to  be  valid,  I  sin-  1  ceed  to  take  a  vi 
cerely  regard  it  as  of  no  value  at  all.  In  the  discus  I  limits  .if  our  till 
sions  ai.d  correspondence  which  preceded  tlie  con- 
vention of  1818  neither  En^^land  nor  the  United 
States  gave  one  moment's  con-ideralion  to  the  Spa- 
nish title.  It  will  be  remembered,  and  1  now  assert, 
thai  Spain  never  did  make  any  settlement  on  this 
coa^t  higher  than  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco.  Mr. 
Greeiihow  says  that  she  did  not  do  so  till  1789,  but 
1  contend  that,  in  any  jnst  sense  of  the  term,  she 
never  did  make  any  settlement  at  all;  she  never  in- 
dicated any  such  design.  Lfl  me  remind  gentlemen 
that  previous  to  1789  nobody  dreamed  that  it  was 
possible  to  se'lle  on  that  coast:  it  was  an  iron  bound 
coast,  "  ilhoiil  bay  or  inlet,  or  any  spot  where  a  ves- 
sel could  retire  lor  temporary  relief  from  the  tem- 
pest. At  that  time  no  navigator  presumed  to  ap 
proach  the  shore,  and  there  is  no  evidence  at  all  that 
Spain  ever  designed  to  settle  in  the  country.  1  have, 
indeed,  heard  some  gentlemen  say  that  the  object  uf 
Britain  in  settling  in  Oregon  was  only  to  trade  with 
the  Indians,  but  that  the  object  of  Spain  was  to 
make  agricultural  improvements.     Where,  I  ask 


gard,  therefore,  the  clai  n  of  the  United  States  un- 
ler  the  Spanish  treaty  as  of  no  value  at  all,  and  if 
ive  had  not  possessed  the  right  of  discovery  by  Gray, 
of  exploration  by  Lewis  and  Clarke,  and  of  settle 
inent  by  Astor,  the  United  Slates  could  never  have 
claimed  the  country  at  all. 

But  I  will  dwell  no  longer  on  this  point,  hut  pro- 
of the  subject  as  it  regards  the 
I  say  notliing  of  the  French  ti- 
le. S  jme  senators  are  of  opinion  that  the  French 
title  to  Louisiana  extended  to  the  Picifio  ocean;  it 
may  be  so,  but  1  have  never  seen  the  evidence  of  it. 
If  It  does  extend  to  the  ocean,  then  it  fixes  our  boun- 
dary at  49°.  rvly  own  opinion,  however,  is,  that  we 
have  no  title  on  that  coast  save  under  Itie  discovery 
of  Capl.  Gray,  and  our  title  on  that  grTiund,  if  not 
"cle,ir  and  indisputable,"  is  such  as  we  can  stand  on 
and  fight  on.  I  am  aware,  indeed,  that  there  may 
be  some  difficulty  in  maintaining  it.  Some  writers 
on  the  law  of  nations  insist  that  rights  of  discovery 
can  arise  only  from  explorations  made  by  officers 
acting  under  soven'ign  authority,  and  it  is  contended 
that  Capt.  Gray,  being  only  a  private  citizen,  and 
engaged  in  a  trading  voyage,  and  not  a  voyage  of 
discovery,  cannot  be  brought  within  that  description. 
But,  even  if  there  were  force  in  this  objection,  the 
subsequent  exploration  by  Lbwis  and  Clarke,  which 
extended  up  to  the  latitude  of  49°,  places  our  claim 
in  an  impregnable  posilion,  inasmuch  as  the  disco- 
v.-ry    of  Gray    and    the    exploration    of  Lewis  and 


the  evidence   of  any   such  thing.'     If  she  wanted  to  j  Clarke  v^erc  followed  wiihin   a  reasonable  and 
make   agricultural   settlements    and    improvements,  1  time  by  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Astor.  Thus  far  1  think 
she  had  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  far  more  va-    that  our  title  is  very  clear  and  sitisfaclory 
luable  and  much  nearer;  but  she    never  was  able  to 
profit  by  them,  and  1  presume  never  will  be. 

In  regard  to  the  settlement  at  Nootka,  it  has  been 
ingeniously  urged    here  Irom   one  of  the  articles  of 


the  convention,  that  the  claims  of  Great  Britain  de- 
rived froiji  that  treaty  were  confined  to  the  coast 
north  of  Nootka,  because  Nootka  was  the  most 
northerly  settlement  of  Spain  upon  the  coast.  But 
what  is  a  settlement?  Settlement,  according  to  the 
law  of  nations,  means  a  body  of  people  settled  in  a 
certain  spot,  with  a  view  perinanenlly  to  reside  there 
What  was  the  settlement  of  Nootka.'  Meares,  the 
Kiiglishman,  seems  to  have  had  some  intention  of 
selUing  there,  for  he  went  to  the  place  and  built  hous- 
es, and  another  captain  associated  withhiin  says 
that  he  intended  periiianentiv  to  reside  there.  But 
what  was  the  settlement  of  Spain.'  It  was  the  send- 
ing of  one  or  two  armed  vessels  to  drive  out  the 
English,  and  they  look  military  possession  of  the  spot. 
How  long  did  they  retain  it?  Up  lo  the  period  when 
their  possession  was  given  up  to  Great  Britain  un- 
der the  convention,  at  which  lime  it  was  distinctly 
acknowledged  that  Spain  had  no  title  to  Ihe  lerrilo- 
ly.  1  beg  that  senators  will  read  that  convention, 
and  if  they  can  find  in  it  one  word  which  implies 
any  greater  rights  in  Spain  than  in  England  to  th 


1  do  not 
say  that  this  is  equal  to  the  title  by  which  we  hold 
the  soil  on  which  this  capitol  stands,  but  I  consider  it 
sufficiently  clear.  The  country  to  which  it  relates 
is  in  a  wild  unsettled  condition,  and  1  hold  that  what- 
ever title  we  have  to  it  forms  a  proper  subject  for 
negotiation  and  fair  compromise;  by  which  1  mean 
that  we  are  not  bound  to  claim  every  thing  south  of 
the  line  of  49°,  but  that  some  temporary  privileges 
might  properly  enough  be  conceded  to  Great  Britain 
in  that  pan  of  the  territory. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  present  some  other  reasons 
why  I  believe  that  we  ought  not  to  think  of  going 
north  of  49°.  Some  senators  I  know  regard  this  go- 
vernment as  under  legal  obligations  to  accept  as  a 
boundary  what  we  have  ourselves  once  otfered.  1 
presume,  however,  that  the  doctrine  will  not  be  car- 
ried thus  far;  but  1  presume  also  that  there  is  no  se- 
nator who  does  not  believe  that  we  may  not  with 
great  propriety  acciptas  a  compromise  that  which  has 
four  times  been  voluntarily  ottered  by  our  govern- 
ment, and  which  extends  to  that  part  of  Oregon  be 
yond  which  we  never  till  now  proposed  to  go.  We 
oSered  49°  in  1S18;  again  in  1824;  again  in  1826;  and 
in  1844  we  ollered  the  same.  We  have  never  ofler- 
ed  less.  Now,  I  put  it  to  senators  to  say  wliat  would 
they  think  if  Great  Britain,   instead   of  standing  on 


vereignty  ot   the  soil,  1    will    agree  to  surrender  the  ]  the  oEfer  formerly  made   by  her   of  the  river  Colum- 


quenion.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  treaty  between 
those  two  nations,  which  implies  on  its  very  face 
that,  in  respect  to  title,  they  are  on  a  perfect  equali- 
ty ;  that  the  subjects  of  neither  shall  disturb  those  of 
the  otlar  power,  and  that  the  right  of  sovereignly 
shall  remain  in  abeyance.  Vet  it  has  been  assumed 
here  in  debate  that  the  treaty  of  Noulka  Wjs  ternii- 
iialed  by  the  war  of  1796,  and  that  all  Ihe  rights  of 
England    fell  with  it;   because    all    those  riglits  were 

embodied  and    recorded  in  the    letter  of  that  treaty.  \  This  is  not  a  question  of 
But  permit  me  to  say  that  binding    ourselves  cannot    tion    of  prudence,    of 
bind  our   adversaries.     1  will    believe,  as  gentlemen 
contend,  that  the  convention   of  Nootka  was  termi- 
nated by  the  war  of  1796,  but  1  hold  that  the  claims 
of  Great  liritain,  insieau  of  being  lliereby  destroyed, 
were  jusl  llial  much   stronger.      Phe  convention,  so 
tar  as  u  recognised  the  historical  and  legal  lacl  that 
that  country  is  open  to  settlemenl  by  all  nations,  has 
,1101  been    repealed.     There  stands    the  ackuowledg. 
.meutof  Spam;  and   the  delivery  of  fort  Vancouver 
.in    1795,  ana    Ihu    abandonment    of  the    country   by 
Sp.iii.,  IS  a  clear    aiiimssion    oi    liie   principle  in  the 
treaty  that  me  cuu.iiry  is  thus  opened  to  settlemenl. 
What  are  the  results  which  lollo'v  from  tlie  termi 
nation   ol   tliu   convention.''     ll  puts   both  the   parties 
,to  that  instrument  back  lo  Ihe  position  in  which  they 
stood  before,      lii  1796  Spain  abandoned  the  country 
and  never   returned;  since  then    we    have  purchased 
.whatever  claim  she   had  there.     She  ceded  to  us  in 
1819   all   her   rights,  claims,  and  pretensions  on   the 
.  Dorlliwest  coast.     And    what  dd   they  amount  to?— 
Claima  and  pretensions  are    nothing:    what  were  her 
rights?     She    ha.l    then    abaniloned    the    country  for 
twenty  five   or   thirty    years;   her  abandonment  was 
total,  without  any  apparent  lutenlion  ever  to  return, 
cBnd  under  tins  state  of  facts,  while  wc  wore  nogoli- 
-aliiig  with  England  and  claiming  the  counlry  in  our 
own    right,  on    our   own    discovery    an<t  seltleinenl, 
tjpain  iii.ulu  her  Ireaiy  with  us,  cuUiiig  all  her  rights, 


bia  as  a  boundary,  should  insist  on  coming  still  fu 
ther  south.  1  have  been  taught  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  do  lo  others  as  we  would  that  they  should  do  lo 
us.  Sure  1  am  that  the  blood  of  every  senator,  of 
every  citizen  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  would  rise  at 
once  to  fever  heat,  would  gel  up  lo  Ihe  war  point  in- 
slantly,  if  Greal  Britain  should  retract  her  oiler  of 
the  Coluii.bia  and  insist  on  coming  soutn  of  that  ri 
ver.  Why  should  not  England  feel  in  the  same  way? 
I  faith:  it  is  a  qiies- 
uf  p  dii:y,  ol  equity 
bet.veen  nations.  In  1818  we  had  a  revolutionary 
patriot  at  the  head  of  the  government,  and  the  cabi- 
net by  which  he  was  surrounded  consisted  of  men 
who  were  all  fresh  from  the  scenes  of  the  recent 
war;  the  pulse  of  Ihe  nalion  beat  high;  and  yel,  un- 
der these  eiri-umstances,  our  very  first  otfer  was  the 
parallel  of  49°.  Subsequently,  under  circumstances 
very  ditferenl,  our  offer  still  was  suuslanlially  the 
same.  1  ask  what  ne.v  light  has  broken  in  upon  us? 
What  new  discovery  has  been  made?  What  new 
argumeni  has  been  started?  On  what  ground  is  it 
that  we  ought  lo  olfer  less  now  tnan  we  have  offered 
before?  Is  our  claim  any  betiei?  I,  tne  cl  urn  of 
Great  Britain  any  worse?  No,  we  stand  ,)U<1  as  .ve 
did  ill  1818.  Where  did  we  siand  then?  O.i  uui  right 
of  discovery,  followed  by  setllemenl.  Our  sellle- 
ment  was  captured  by  E.igland  in  the  war,  restored 
by  her  at  the  peace,  and  had  then,  1  believe,  been 
nearly  if  not  quite  abandoned.  1  am  not  certain  that 
we  had  a  single  citizen    in  all  O.egon.     Thui,  then, 


vim  a    few 


of  Fr 


we  stand:  Great  Bntaii 
river  and  the  American! 
valley  of  the  Columbia. 

My  position  is,  that  the  claim  of  Greal  Britain  ii 
Oregon  13  not  founded  on  the  NooUi.i  coiiveiition 
lor  that  gave  her  no  tille  at  all,  and  rather  marred 
any  ttiat  she  had;  bill  it  is  founded  on  hor  discovery 
and  selllcaienl  of  Fiazer's   rivor,  winch  happens  to 


claims,  and  prelensioiu  lo  the   Uniled  Stales.     I  re-    run  lo  the  parallel  of  49°.  If,  then,  ivc  claim  on  the  |  Oregon. 


ground  of  having  discovered  the  Columbia  river. 
Great  Britain  has  a  clai  n  equally  good  on  her  dis- 
covery of  Frazer's  river.  If  our  discovery  gives  us 
the  valley  of  our  river,  her  discovery  gives  her  the 
valley  of  her  river. 

I  will  now  go  further, and  state  mv  views  as  to  the 
possibility  of  an  adjustment  of  this  question.   1  hope 
our  senators  and  representatives,  and  the  entire  peo- 
ple of  the    Uniti-d    Stutes,    will   all  take  this  matter 
into  serious  and  solemn  consideration,  for  I  regret  to 
be    compelled    to    say    that  (  believe  we  are  at  this 
very  moment  in  more  danger  of  a  waron  this  miser- 
able question  than  we  ever  have  been  before.  I  shall 
be  most  happy  to  hear  any  argument  which  goes  to 
make   our   title   stronger;  but,    if  my    view   of  the 
whole   ground   is  worth  any  thing,  with  a  title  such 
as  ours,  taken  in  connexi'm  with  the  repeated  offers 
we  have  made  for  compromise,  I  ask  if  any  senator 
can  believe,  thai  England   will  ever  adjust  this  ques- 
tion on  any  thing   short  of  49    as  a  boundary?      The 
senator  from  Arkansas  (Mr.  Sevier)  had  the  candor 
to  admit  that  he  did  not  Ihink  it  possible  that  Great 
Britain    would  ever  recede  up  lo  54  40;  if  so,  then 
we  must  make  up  our  minds  either  to  settle  this  con- 
troversy on  the  parallel  of  49,  or  go  lo  war.      I  hold 
that  this  IS  distinctly  the  question  of  peace  or  war. — 
The    question    should    plainly    be  put  to  the  people 
whether  they  are  willing  thai  this  controversy  should 
be  settled    peacefully  and  honorably,  by  agreeing  to 
that   bounilary,  or  whfther  we   shall  go  into  a  war, 
which  God  Almighty  alone  knows  when  or  where  it 
will  terminate.     For    one,  I  most   sincerely   believe 
that  if  a  clear  and  brief  view  of  our  title,  as  it  real- 
ly exists,  were  presented  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  the  question  could  be  pui  to  every  man 
whether  he  would  give  up  the  country  beyond  49°:  or 
go  to,  war  ninety-nine  out  of  every  huiidnd  would  de- 
clare in  favor  of  49°.  Great  God!  lam  shoclied  at  the 
cold   indifference    with    which  some  gentlemen  have 
spuken  of  war.  I  admit  that  wnen  the  national  honor 
and  the  national  liberty  are  involved,  where  any  na- 
tional rightenlering  into  Iheelemenlsof  liberty  is  con- 
cerned, 1  should  never  think  of  sitting  down  and  count- 
ing the  cost.    The  national  right-i  must  be  preserved, 
the  national  liberty  d>-feiided,   Bui  is  thissuch  a  ques- 
tion? Is  this  a  question  of  national  honor?  Where,  and 
how?     ll  President  Polk  should  to-morrow  make  the 
same  offer  as  was  made  by  Mr.  Gallatin  in  18-26,  how 
would  the   honor  of  the    U.  States  be  involved  in  it? 
Should  we  mate   a  sacrifice  of  that  honor  by  stand- 
ing  where    we   have  twice  stood  before?     Musi  the 
men  of  this  day    utterly  disregard  the  ground  taken 
and  the  offer  made  bv  those  who  were  at  the  head  of 
our  affairs  in  1812?     To  me  it  seems  like  putting  for- 
ward undue  and  unbecoming  pretension-;  and  I  should 
not    much    wonder  if  Great   Britain  should   feel  her 
honor  somewhat  involved  in  this  attempt  on  our  part 
lo  extort  from  her  more  than  we  ever  demanded  be- 
fore. 

Is  Great  Britain  less  able  now  to  maintain  her 
rights  than  she  was  then?  Are  we  more  able?  I 
wTll  not  enter  into  the  question  of  relative  military 
power.  The  power  of  each  nation  is  great  enough 
for  any  thing.  Never  since  the  fouudation  of  the 
world  have  two  nations  existed  between  whom  a 
war  would  be  so  awfully  destructive  as  a  con- 
test at  this  lime  must  be  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  Slates.  The  wars  of  antiquity  were 
the  wars  of  nations  deslilute  of  commerce,  without 
gunpowder,  and  without  steam.  But  a  war  between 
this  counlry  and  England,  even  if  not  a  life  should 
be  sacrificed,  nor  a  city  burnt,  nor  a  battle  fought, 
must,  from  the  mere  suspension  of  the  commerce  of 
both  countries,  prove  a  war  of  vast  and  terrible  de- 
solation, by  winch  millions  on  both  sides  must  be 
reduced  lo  de-lilution  and  misery,  I  really  Ihink 
mat  IS  a  case  in  which  it  is  perfectly  proper  that  we 
should  sit  down  and  count  the  cost.  The  most  pru- 
dent of  men,  if  his  Honor  is  assailed,  will  defend  it, 
evi-n  at  tlie  sacrifice  of  his  life;  bul  if  the  queslloa 
between  him  and  another  has  reference  only  lo  a 
small  amount  of  (iroperly,  it  is  a  qufstion  of  pru- 
dence, a  case  in  which  he  may  properly  consider 
whether  he  shall  gain  or  lose  by  the  prosecution  of 
his  claim.  If  a  SBltleincnt  of  our  controversy  with 
Eiuland  on  the  basis  of  49°  could  possibly  imply  a 
retraction  of  our  rights  from  consider  ilioiis  of  fear, 
none  would  be  more  against  il  than  I  should.  But 
where  all  the  grounds  of  difl'erenre  can  be  settled  in 
a  peaceable  manner,  and  1  see  that  the  practical  dif- 
ference between  war  and  peace  will  cost  the  coun- 
try one  hundred  millions  in  the  course  of  five  years, 
1  say  il  is  a  clear  question  of  profit  and  loss;  and  it 
IS  not  extravagant  lo  say  that  the  amount  of  the  na- 
tional sacrifice,  so  long  as  such  a  war  would  endure, 
will  not  be  less  than  a  hundred  millions  a  year. — 
This  is  the  lowest  sum  at  which,  I  believe,  we  can 
maintain  ihe  contest,  and,  as  lam  responsible  to  God, 
1  would  not  give  oiie-lenth  part  of  it  for  Ihe  whole  of 
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Having  now  shown  what  I  conceive  our  tiMe  to 
thi«  territory  to  be,  I  am  brought  to  consider  its  pro- 
bable value.  And  if  there  ever  was  a  country  upon 
the  face  of  the  earlh  in  which  I  should  consider  it  a 
great  misfortune  for  the  poorest  man  to  settle — if 
there  be  any  country  in  the  world  which  has  been 
blasted  by  God,  which  is  utterly  destitute  of  all  con- 
ceivable attraction,  insomuch  as  to  be  scarce  capable 
of  sustaining  the  life  of  huiiian  beings,  it  is  this  very 
territory  of  Oregon.  And  yet  this  is  ihe  reiioii 
which  has  been  inignified  into  a  perfect  El  Dorado 
In  support  of  ihis  view  1  will  now  call  Ihi-  attention 
of  the  senate  to  an  extract  from  a  work  punlished 
mainly  at  the  instance  of  the  pre-.enl  secretary  oi 
state,  then  a  senator  in  (his  chaniiier,  and  whi,'h  con- 
tains, as  is  gent-rally  admitted,  the  n^ost  perfect  ac- 
count of  Oregon  that  ever  has  been  published. 

The  Oregon  territory  is  divided  by  two  ranges  of 
mountains,  running  iu  a  north  and  south  direction, 
parallel  with  the  coast.  The  first  of  these  ranges,  or 
that  of  Califiiriiia,  runs  about  eighty  miles  from  the 
ocean,  an  i  i-,  •  ip  of  country  between  the  raoun- 
tains^nd  Iht^  iea  contains  about  36.UU0  square  miles, 
one-eigt)lli  or  iMic-ieiiih  of  whic:i  is  til  for  culliva 
tion;  liiat  i^.  ?  bod)  of  about  four  or  five  thousand 
square  mi't^.  An  far  as  1  can  learn,  this  is  th';  only 
poilion  of  the  uhule  territory  on  whirh  a  civilizad 
human  being  can  rest  his  foot  with  any  certainty  of 
being  able  to  sustain  himself  by  the  pursuit  of  agri- 
culiure.  These  mountains  divide  the  country  into 
three  valleys,  of  which  that  next  to  the  ocean  is 
much  the  best.  In  this  lies  the  valh-y  of  the  VViUa- 
melte,  on  this  side  of  which  I  believe  there  is  not,  as 
yet,  one  American  settler.  Those  who  go  there 
travel  one  thousand  miles  beyond  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains before  they  attempt  to  settle.  But  hear  what 
Mr.  Greenhow  says.  [A  quotation  was  read  from 
(he  writer  referred  to.] 

A  fine  fanning  c.iuntry,  where  ii  seldom  rains  between 
April  and  Noveinberl  No  corn  can  be  raised  in  any 
pan  of  all  Oregon!  And  this  is  ilie  picture  ol  ihe  best 
part  of  the  lerriiory  for  agriculiure!  Then  hear  ilie 
same  wriierV  account  nf  ihe  next  or  second  valley  from 
the  sea.     [.\nuiher  extract  from  Greenhoiv  was  read  ] 

Here,  belHcen  ihe  Blue  niuuniains  and  ihe  Rooky 
rid^e,  "il  never  rains,  win  er  or  summer,  save  a  shori 
period  in  ihe  spring."  (A  laugh  )  Now,  1  should  lilo; 
to  know,  what  kindness  there  would  be  in  a  father's  per- 
euading  Ins  son  to  go  and  settle  in  such  a  country.  Even 
the  famed  valley  of  the  VVillameiie  is  not  larger  than 
one  of  the  couniies  in  Pennsylvania,  and  we  have  never 
had  any  indicaiions  of  a  coiilradicliun  of  what  is  here 
said,  that  ihe  whole  country  on  this  «de  of  it  is  wholly 
unfit  fur  cultivation. 

1  have  thus  given  a  description  of  the  territory  we 
claim— and  which  I  claim — ^uuih  of  the  parallel  of  41)°. 
How  is  it  beyond  that  hue?  What  is  the  country  we 
are  going  to  war  fur?  I  beseech  the  attention  of  my 
friends  on  this  side  of  the  chamber  to  what  I  shall  read; 
and  1  ask  them  whether  these  slateinenis  of  Mr.  Green- 
how  are  to  be  believed,  or  we  are  to  credit  the  new  lights 
We  are  hereafter  to  get  alter  the  railroad  shall  have  been 
completed?  (.A  laugh.)  Mr.  Greenhow  says — [Mr. 
Greenhow'  book  was  again  quoted.]  ^ 

If  ihiswere  indeed  a  question  involving  the  rights  and 
honor,  and  liberties  of  itie  couniry,  I  would  ghi  lu  (he 
death  even  lor  this  miserable  strip  ul  barren  soil,  ll  the 
claim  of  Great  Britain  to  it  was  penectly  gratuitous  and 
insulting,  I  vvunid  dit-  betoiel  would  con-eiit  to  abandon 
an  acre  of  this  was.e;  but,  as  it  is  a  meie  quesiiun  ul 
property,  of  duubtiul  title,  I  feel  very  diUtirently.  Fur, 
view  the  matter  as  we  may,  there  is  inucti  weakness  in 
all  our  titles  to  a  wlldl'n.e^s  inhabited  only  by  savages; 
pos-sibly  if  tested  by  siiiciiy  L^hriftiaii  principles  the  title 
of  bum  cuuniries  lo  it  nngni  fail.  I  do  iiut,  however, 
doubt  ihe  tine  of  civilized  nations  to  un».ttled  Country  fit 
for  uuliivauon;  but  I  may  be  ;iaiduiied  lor  doubung  the 
rii;hl  of  a  Christian  peop.e  to  uuve  uff  sjvages  iroiu  a  re- 
gion fit  only  lor  savages. 

You  have  taken  possession  here  of  a  couniry  capa- 
ble of  sustaiiiiiig  and  raising  into  the  highest  com- 
fort and  abundance  a  civilized  cominuiiity  j  but  you 
cannot  do  so  there.  It  seeuis  to  me,  then,  that  il 
behooves  congress  well  to  consider  not  only  the  va 
lue  01  the  Country  ilstlf,  but  the  nature  and  extent 
of  our  claims  to  it.  Il  I  am  nut  miaaken,  we  are 
likely,  if  we  go  lo  war  lor  Oregon,  to  e..nibit  the  re 
TOlting  speci.icle  of  an  ei.lighlciurd  nation  fighting 
for  an  unpruriiaolc.  wrong,  spending  blood  and  trea- 
sure for  a  mrip  of  barren  land  never  worth  fighting 
about,  unless  »here  our  honor  is  clearly  involved. 

I  have  said  that  there  is  no  nation  that  can  do  us 
as  much  injury  by  war  as  Great  Britain.  1  will 
now  go  fuiltier,  and  ]  say  that  ttiere  never  were  two 
nations  who  were  capable  of  realizing,  at  present 
and  prospectively,  such  advantages  trom  peace. — 
Never  since  tne  world  was  formed  were  there  two 
nations  who  would  make  so  great  a  sacrifice,  by  go- 
ing lo  war,  of  the  rights  and  interests  which  the 
God  of  nature  had  given  them.  What  do  v\eseeoii 
the  other  side  ul  ihe  Atlantic^  .A  new  e.'a  in  the 
history  of  the  worlB.     I  regard   the  proceedings  ui 


I  the  British  parliament  as  of  unviior  rnnieqnence 
than  that  country  ever  witness.-d  In-fnre.  Ni^ver 
since  the  fuundalion  of  our  world  has  any  public 
I  measure  produced  so  large  an  increase  of  national 
j  prosperity  and  happiness  as  will  flf.w  from  the  great 
i  reform  now  in  progress,  should  it  tiappily  be  cnn- 
I  summated.  I  hope  lo  learn,  and  perhaps  by  Ihe 
nt^xt  steamer,  that  the  bill  of  sir  R obirt  Peel  lo 
abolish  the  corn  laws  has  passed  the  house  of  com 
mons  by  such  a  majority  as  will  en<nre  i's  passage 
in  the  house  of  lords.  Should  Ihat  measure  prevail, 
Indian  corn,  wheat,  all  the  cereal  grains,  cotion,  1 1- 
iiarco,  (no.  not  tobacco,  heca  ise  the  duties  on  il  are 
[  so  immensely  high),  all  the  great  staples  prod'iceU  in 
i  tnis  country  will  he  adinitled  into  the  ports  of  Gieal 
;  B.itain.  I  put  it  to  my  western  friends  to  consider 
I  how  great  a  sacrifice  they  will  make  of  Ihe  intere-ti 
I  and  the  rights  of  tneir  constituents  by  involving  the 
couniry  in  a  war  lh;a  must  suspend  and  may  destroy 
those  advantages  forever. 

I  am  not  one  who  dwells  habilually  on  the  calami- 
ties of  war,  in  order  to  deter  my  country  from  main- 
taining its  just  rights;  but  let  me  say  mat  the  great- 
est of  all  errors  that  can  be  comniilted,  eithci  by  a 
general  or  a  statesman,  is  to  underrate  Ins  adversa- 
ry and  the  disadvantages  under  which  he  must  him- 
self labor  in  a  war  he  contemplates.  He  should  en 
deavor  befoiehand  fully  lo  realize  what  will  be  the 
injury  he  may  sustain,  and  what  Ihe  sacrifice  he 
must  make.  1  should  be  glad  to  h.  ar  from  Ihe  een 
tiemeii  who  advocate  here  our  rights  up  to  54°  4U'. 
whether  they  believe  it  possible  lo  adhere  to  that 
parallel  and  avoid  a  war.'  Is  there  a  man  in  this  senate 
who  in  his  own  heart  believes  or  expects  such  a 
course  from  Great  Britain  that  in  thai  case  we  shall 
avoid  war?  If  we  do  go  lo  war  for  54°  40',  I  trust  in 
God  we  shall  have  the  firmness  to  die  by  it. — 
11  we  go  into  such  a  war  I'or  such  a  thing,  it  must 
be  upon  the  principle  involved;  and,  if  so,  when  can 
ue  slop.'  And  do  gentlemen  suppose  that  this  war 
will  be  fought  on  the  plains  of  Oregon?  No:  Great 
Britain  may  send  her  vessels  lo  the  mouth  of  tne 
Columbia  and  destroy  our  .«eltleinenl8  there,  (and 
this  she  can  do  in  less  than  six  montlis),  bul  that 
will  not  be  the  course  of  this  war?  If  we  go  lo  war 
for  such  a  miserable  desert  as  Oregon,  it  must  be 
because  we  are  fighting  for  other  causes  which  mu- 
tually inflame  us;  and  it  will  be  the  most  bloody, 
calamitous,  and  interminable  war  the  world  has 
ever  witnessed.  The  war  of  the  revolution  lasted 
seven  years,  and  in  what  event  can  gentlemen  hope 
that  this  war  will  be  of  shorter  duration?  Shall  we 
be  overcme  in  less  lime  than  that?  Are  there  anv 
advocates  of  this  war  who  believe  that  the  the  United 
Slates  can  be  conquered  in  less  than  seven  years? 

And  how  will  it  be  with  Englanrt?  When  will  she 
surrender?  Allhoiigh  gentlemen  have  made  a  large 
estimate  of  ber  sufferings,  slill  this  would  be  lo  her  a 
mere  military  expedition  lo  engage  in  a  war  at  a 
distance.  Her  sulleriiigs,  in  point  of  commerce  may 
possibly  be  as  great  as  ours,  though  her  immens-.- 
navy  will  prove  a  great  prelection  in  this  respect. — 
At  all  events,  the  war  would  be  one  of  mutual  de- 
struction, destruction  of  vessels,  and,  beyond  all 
doubt,  destruction  of  cities  also.  None  can  suppose 
thai  England  would  invade  us,  or  doubt  tint  we  slioul  i 
invade  her  possessions.  The  invention  of  iteain  an.! 
us  application  to  war  must  have  rendered  i!  ctnnpa 
ratively  easy  for  her  to  lorce  her  way  into  our  har- 
bors and  bdttt-r  down  our  great  cities.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  speak  confidently  on  this  point,  however,  be- 
cause 1  am  not  a  military  man.  1  should  suppose 
thai  a  steamer  might  successlully  pass  any  ballerv 
that  can  ue  erected.  That  a  baza  d  like  tnis  can  be 
lighly  esteemed  by  any  man  1  can  ha  dly  brin=;  my- 
sell  to  believe.  If  war  shall  come,  he  deceives  him 
self  and  his  counlrymen  who  believes  that  it  will  not 
be  one  ol  the  most  tearfully  deslruciive  c.niests  ever 
wilnessed  in  mo.iern  tines.  If  rights  and  honor 
were  involved,  1  say,  once  more,  that  all  this  would 
lorui  but  a  secondary  consideiation.  No  nation  ought 
to  abandon  its  clear  and  independent  rights  to  avoiu 
any  danger,  how  great  soever.  But,  a»  1  do  in  my 
conscience  belli  >e  that,  so  far  frmn  our  honor  being 
in  the  least  endangered  by  a  peaceful  aeit'eioenl  oi  j 
this  question  on  ihe  only  line  we  have  ouiscivcs  evci 
indicated,  1  believe  that  the  honor  ol  Ihis  govern- 
ment and  of  Ihis  country,  and  the  obligalions  the  go- 
vernment owes  to  the  country,  all  demand  that  it 
shall  be  settled  on  that  line. 

And  now  a  few  words  on  the  question  of  notice, 
and  1  Will  relieve  the  senate.  From  tne  views  i 
have  now  given  they  will  not  be  surprisird  when  1  , 
say  that  if  1  Ihouglit  the  giving  of  this  notice  could 
produce  war,  1  should  be  against  it  in  every  possible 
torn,;  and,  therelure,  1  shall  vote  lor  .1  in  that  lorm 
which  shall  express  most  clearly  the  determination 
ol  this  senate  lo  support  the  president  in  adjusting 
the  diliicully  on  the  only  basis  in  which,  according 
to  my  judgment,  it  ever  can  be  amicaoiy  settled. —  i 


We  caion  I  s  .  ,.k  loo  strongly.  I  have  heard  wilh 
regret  and  surprise  some  gentlemen  who  are  in 
favor  of  such  a  compromise  say  that  they  are  rea- 
dy to  go  for  the  notice  in  an  unqualified  form.  Why 
will  ihey  not  rather  vole  (or  notice  in  a  modified 
lorm? 

I  agree  that  the  house  of  representatives,  who  are 
not  the  president's  consiilulioiial  advisers,  and  con- 
slitiile  no  part  of  the  treaty  making  power,  may 
have  done  well  in  giving  the  pre-idenl  such  a  power. 
But  've  are  his  constitutional  advisers;  he  can  do 
nothing  in  Ihis  mailer  witlnait  the  consent  of  the 
senate,  in  the  times  of  Washington  il  was  custo- 
mary, when  treaties  were  under  consideration,  for 
the  president  to  come  into  ihe  senate  chamber,  and 
deliberate  and  consult  wilh  the  members,  doin  '  no- 
thing without  their  consent;  hut  that  was  found  in- 
convenient in  practice,  and  on  thai  ground  alcne,  as 
1  understand,  il  was  abandoned.  1,  for  one,  still 
think  it  would  be  better  for  him  lo  come  here,  ihat 
we  might  consult  more  freely  I  want  the  president 
lo  knort:  how  far  we  are  ready  lo  sustain  him.  For 
one,  I  here  say  that  if  a  Irea'y  should  be  sent  us 
to-niorrow,  on  the  basis  oll'ered  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  I 
would  go  for  il  without  hesitation;  and  1  wish'lo 
God  that  every  senator  would  do  the  same.  Wilh 
my  convictions  on  the  whole  subject,  if  |  were  lo 
involve  niy  country  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain  for 
the  miserable  difTeience  between  490,  with  Uie  na- 
vigation of  the  Columbia,  and  49'>  withoul  it  1  siiould 
feel  that  I  deserved  the*  everlasiing  execrations  of 
posterity,  and  especially  of  my  own  children. 

Mr.  Breese  rose  and  said:  The  honorable  senator 
from  South  Carolina  had  set  out  with  declaring  that 
It  was  his  purpose  lo  speak  the  truth,  ihe  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  trulli.  And  that  the  se- 
nator had  done  so,  according  to  his  belief,  he  had  no 
doubt.  But  the  senator  had  fallen  into  one  great 
error;  and  knowing  the  influence  which  il  would  ex- 
erl  upon  the  public  mind,  if  unconiradicled,  if  it 
were  logo  forth  wilh  Ihe  endorsement  of  the  senator 
he  felt  constrained  lo  correct  him  on  that  point,  so 
that  Ihe  correction  might  go  (orth  simnltaneou'sly 
with  his  speech.  The  point  lo  which  he  alluded  to 
was  found  in  the  authority  which  ihe  senator  had 
quoted  from  Greeiiliow's  book,  dcpieciating  the  cha- 
racter and  value  of  the  terrilury  of  Orei;on.  I  hough 
the  couniry  were  not  worth  a  rush,  his  pnniiples 
wilh  regard  to  it  would  be  the  same;  but  il  must  be 
manifest  to  senators  that  there  was  an  endeavor  lo 
depreciate  the  co.ntry  by  exaggerating  Us  delects 
and  eohcealiiig  its  advantages.  i  o  show  the  senate 
that  the  description  drawn  by  Mr.  Greenhow  was 
far  from  being  correct,  he  would  quote  from  the 
second  volume  of  Vancouver's  journal,  a  description 
written  many  years  ago.  when  the  countiy  was  but 
partly  explored  and  entirely  unoccupied,  except  by 
savage  tribes.  The  descriptions  recently  given  by 
White  and  others,  who  had  3,-ltled  tliere,  fuUy  sus- 
tained the  character  given  to  it  by  Vancouver.  In 
1792  Vancouver  proceeded  up  the  Straits  uf  Fuca 
and  examnied  Admiralty  Inlet  and  I'ugel's  Sound; 
and  from  hi.-  description  of  Ihe  couniry  lying  between 
the  48th  and  Ihe  49ih  parallels  uf  ooMh  latitude,  he 
could  scarcely  conceive  that  the  Great  Giver  of' all 
good  had  ever  spread  out  a  more  delighllul  country 
[Mr.  B.  here  quoted  al  considerable  length  Ironi 
Vancouver's  Journal.] 

Mr.  jVcDnffie  said  the  description  which  he  had 
given  was  lanen  from  nisloricj  and  geographies 
which  proldsscd  lo  give  a  description  ol  the  whole 
c  mnlry;  the  one  which  the  senator  Irom  Illinois  had 
.;iven  was  but  a  single  view  of  a  single  landscape, 
given  by  a  mariner  who  was  struck  wilh  a  beaulilul 
exhibition  ol  vegetanle  nature.  In  reading  an  ac- 
count uf  ihe  country  given  by  captain  Fremont,  he 
lound  that  in  many  pans  it  was  totally  unfit  for  ag- 
ricultural purposes,  though  his  account  was  inler- 
spersed  viilh  romantic  views,  and  descriptions  of 
beautiful  scenes  in  the  gorges  ol  the  mountains,  filled 
with  flowers,  bul  scarcely  fit  for  the  pioduclion  of 
any  thing  else. 

Bul  he  would  remark,  in  regard  lo  Fuca  Straits 
and  Admiially  Intel,  ihal  he  was  awaie  there  was  a 
small  slripol  couniry  whicii  was  in  some  degree 
suilaOle  lor  cultivation;  but  the  descriplion  which  he 
had  given  u  as  beyond  all  doubt  the  correct  desctip- 
lion  of  the  country  generally.  At  all  events,  he 
would  he  glad  to  hear  an)  gentleman  disprove  it  on 
good  authurily.  He  had  given  ihe  same  account  of 
the  couniry  11  ree  years  ago,  and  he  bad  never  yet 
heard  a  suecesslul  contradicliun.  He  would  also  re- 
mark that  Sir  Alexander  Alackenzie,  who  had  ex- 
plored Ihe  whole  couniry,  described  il  precisely  at 
he  had  done.  And  he  believed  ibjt  even  Mr.  White, 
who  was  here  as  agent  Irom  ihi  ge  Hers  m  ihat  coun- 
try, had  said  a  moiilli  ago  lh„t  a  great  deal  of  the 
country,  for  purposes  of  agriculture,  was  not  Worth 
a  fig. 
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Mexico.  Vera  Cruz  dales  lo  the  19ih  M^.rch,  have 
been  receiveo.  Mr.  Shdell  was  sliU  »l  J^'"''!'^-  „Thp 
New  Orleans  Times  says,  Ihai  on  the  4'h  March,  Senor 
Castillo  Lanzas  received  a  note  from  Mr.  i^lidell,  reauir- 
in"  peremptorily  a  definitive  answer  to  (he  deiriand  lo 
he  received  as  minister  plenipotentiary,  not  only  to  ar- 
ranee  the  question  of  Texas,  but  to  settle  every  other 
niaL"ier  in  tiispuie  l.etween  the  two  counlnes,  sunli  as 
pavment  of  the  instalments  due  on  the  debt,  and  a  sa 
li4aci.>ry  remmieraiion  for  the  losses  sustained  by  our 
cilize.is,  by  the  def.y  in  those  payments.  The  stipren.e 
sovernmeni  immediately  convoked  llie  couiicil,  and 
lubmliled  Mr.  Sl.dell's  note  for  their  opinio;..  They  ad- 
vised the  government  not  to  receive  Mr.  t.lidell.  except 
as  envoy  extraordinary  to  seiile  the  difficulty  about  I  ex- 
as  leaving  all  other  affiiirs  unaitended  to,  until  that  shall 
have  I.eeii  adjusted.  It  is  not  ktiown  whether  the  go^ 
vernment  will  conform  to  the  wishes  ot  the  council,  but 
it  i«supp  .sed  it  will,  since  the  president  and  his  cabinet 
find  in  its  favor,  not  o'dy  the  recorded  op.nioos  of  th^ 
prece  ding  adminisiration  and  the  late  chambers,  but 
the  whtjh-  of  the  Mexican  pres=.  ,.,,,. 

On  'he  other  side,  it  ia  tiss-  rted  in  the  Mrxican  prims 
that  Mr.  Slidell  «ill  not  abite  one  joi  of  hi-^  preteii- 
s„.ii9,  and  will  quit  the  repoblic  inimedi:,tely  :if;er  the 
leeeipt  of  8enor  Lanzas'  reply,  it  it  be  not  perfectly  sa 

"^Th'"La  Hesperia  of  the  7th,  confirms  the  above. 

Mixiean  duti-s  are  to  the  7di,  at  which  time  rumors  ol 
the  ndvance  of  General  Taylor  to  the  Rio  Gratide  had 
rr.acliel  there.  It  was  even  said  that  tne  advanced 
troops  ha. I  seizf  d  the  pilots  af  Matamoras,  to  force  them 
into  the  service  of  ihe  ves.sels  of  war  collecting  about 
the  Braz.;.,  Sanii.go.  and  the  B  .ca  Cn.ca.  From  eve- 
fy  ,,,|,„ier— die  Parific,  the  Gulf  and  hv  the  Rio  Grande 
— ihe  pr..fpe.i  to  Mexico  from  the  United  Siaies,  ac 
cordinL'  to  the  papers,  was  deemed  inost  h.isiile. 

Gen    M.jin,  had  pushed  400  infantry  lo  protect  Foin 

bel  and  Gen.  Parrodi   was  very  busy  in  drum 

D  pupi  s  t.i  repel  invasion.     AH  these  mnvementi 

e  pference  only  to  our  reconnoiiering  part 

haviotr  made  their  " 

The  M'\ 


St 
ming 


nounces  this  and  all  sitniiar  statements  as  base  calum- 
nies, and  says  that  though  he  had  resolved  never  to  no- 
tice the  falsehoods  circulated  about  him,  he  cannot  re- 
frain from  noticing  so  inalignanl  and  rdse  a  chrge.  He 
procl  lims  himself  ready  to  aid  Mexico  whenev.  r  she 
eeds  his  services,  hut  professes  his  intention  rather  lo 
live  ami  die  an  exile  from  his  beloved  country,  than  to 
seek  entrance  there  through  scenes  ot  bloodshed  and 
violence, 

Liberia.  The  New  York  .Slate  Colonization  Society 
(as  we  learn  from  the  dnimercial,;  have  chartered  a 
vessel  for  Liberia,  for  the  passage  of  emigants  to  that 
colony,  and  lo  take  out  supplies  for  the  slaves  recaptur- 
ed from  the  Pons. 

The  Oregon.     Whereaway  is  latitude  49°? 


of  Commerce,  of  New  York,  have  referred  the  subject  of 
the  sub-treasury  bill.to  a  committee  of  five,  two  of  whom 
re  in  favor  of  the  bill  and  three  are  opposed  to  its  paa- 
saije. 

riie  N.  Y.  Express  iii  ihe  7th  says— "Stocks  continue 
looeclioe,  owing  toilie  alarm  created  by  the  pii?.=age  of 
the  sub  ireasiiry.  There  is  quite  a  sensitiveness  in  the 
money  market." 

ne  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  same  dale,  says — 
"There  is  a  real  panic  in  the  street  today,  on  account  of 
the  subireasury.  Even  the  Oregon  war  has  lost  its  ter- 
rors, in  comparison  "itli  this  monsier  with  his  iron  chests- 
Stocks  have  still  furttier  declined,  and  ihe  tendency  is 
quite  in  favor  of  further  decline." 

On  the  8th  the  same  paper  says— "Money  is  close,  and 
the  stock  panic  worse  and  worse,  though   nothing    new 
occurred.     It  is  only  that    the   more  people  conlem- 


It  is,  .says  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  ^'^eax  two  de-  i --"-^ — -■     -    -  ,-,  ,,     , .     ,u„  .*,  ^..„  „i„p„, 

■  ■        ■        the  northermost  angle  of  the  stale  of  I  Pl.^le  the  sub  Irea.sury  and  talk  about  it,  the  more  alartn- 


ihink   ihey 

8.00J  men  on  the  Rio  Brav. 

A  private  lener,  dated  on 

some  tuentv  United  States 

froin  Corpu<i  Chri.^ii,  had 


hich 
leiliately  retired. — 
will  be  able  to  concenlraie 
I  bv  the  Isl  of  April. 
the  7th  ult..  informs  lis  that 
soldiers,  who  hud  descried 
rived  al  the  city  Mexico  and 
liheriv  by  the  government  They  are  repre- 
sented by  our  correspondent  as  in  a  most  wretched  con- 
dition lo'iny  ofihein  "oing  about  begging,  and  despised 
by  both  Mexicans  and  foreigners.  They  say  they  have 
been  much  deceived  about  Mexico,  and  heartily  wish 
themselves  back  in  Gen.  Taylor's  camp  again.  Good 
eiiouili  for  ihem.  ,    j        r  c 

Gen.  Ampudia  is  said  lo  have  reached  a.«  tar  as  bt. 
Louis  f'otosi,  on  his  way  to  the  command  of  the  'Army 
ol  the  Noith.''  _        ^  r    ,     1,  ,     1. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Locomotor  of  the  inn  ult., 
■wriiinc  from  the  city  of  Mexico, sttiies:  "In  this  event, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  marili-iie  forces  of  the  Anglo- 
Americans  situated  in  ihe  gulf,  and  m  the  Pacific,  will 
attack  our  pons,  and  Gen.  Taylor  will  commence  ope- 
rations on  the  Rio  Bravo."  .     ,  , 

Mutiny  in  Ihe  army,  at  San  Louis  Potosi,  of  Ihe  troops 
under  Gen.  Ampudia,  oi-ifereO  lo  the  northern  (Texas) 
frontier.  Ret.dment  No.  4.  (Texas)  and  the  Puebla  Ac- 
tivos  comprising  over  1,000  men,  relu-^ed  to  marcli,  un- 
der a  pretext  that  their  commander  was  imprisoned  and 
must  be  released.  Gen.  Ampudia,  grasntiig  the  naiion- 
nl  standard,  exhorted  ihe  mutineers,  and  denounced  ns 
cowards  all  who  refused.  Phe  mutineers  returned  lo 
aheir  duly,  but  had  only  advanced  to  the  city  walls,  when 
they  rallied  in  opposition  again,  relumed  lo  the  city, 
Bci-zed  upon  several  churches,  and  prepared  to  resist  the 
:  general,  who  ihreaiened  severe  punishment 

The  Locomotor  of  the  18lh,  contains  the  lollowtng  sig- 
nificant ariicli 


grees  higher  thi 

Maine,  more  than  two  degrees  higher  than  Quebec,  I 
hiiiher  than  the  iiiinhermost  angle  of  Lake  Superior, 
higher  than  ihe  centre  of  Newfoundland,  and  very 
nearly  as  high  as  the  southern  part  of  Labrador.  And 
yet  the  ultra  war  hicoon  pretend  that  west  of  Ihe  Rocky 
M.iu  ;lams  we  should  insist  on  a  boundary  ."i  deg.  and 
40  niin  still  furiher  north;  which  would  carry  us  to  the 
latitude  ol  Hudson's  Bay   and  the   centre  of  Labrador." 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  says:  "It  is  now  slated  that 
the  last  Meuiiier  to.ik  out  directions  lo  our  minister  in 
London  to  inquire,  ilirough  Lord  Aberdeen,  the  precise 
views  of  the  Brinsh  government,  and  whether  Sir  Ro- 
ben  P.el's  allusion  to  ihe  offer  of  the  49th  parallel  was 
intended  to  imply  an  approval  of  that  line  as  a  cnnipro- 
misei  Mr.  M'  L.ine  being  authorizetl  to  say  that  this  go- 
vernmeut  would  receive  thai  proposition  favorably.'' 

Elections-— Wiorfc  Island.  The  contest  has  been 
coiidiicied  witli  leoewed  ardor  between  the  '"Law  and 
Order"  lieket,  iiiul  the  Dorrites,  joined  by  certain  sece 
Iters  from  the  tanks  of  law  and  onler,  headed  by  Mr 
Simmons,  cf  ihe  United  Slates  senate,  and  aided  hy  a 
iiuniber  of  his  warm  and  personal  friends,  desirous  of 
having  him  re-elected  to  Ihe  sena'e  at  the  approaching 
session.  'This  combination  existed  to  a  sufficient  extent 
last  year  lo  defeat  the  Inw  ;iud  order  lickei,  and  place 
ihe  government  of  the  state  in  tlie  hands  of  the  aliies. — 
The  law  and  order  party  having  rallied,  have  at  the  elec- 
tion on  the  1st  inst.  reversed  the  slate  of  affairs.  They 
fail  by  a  few  votes  of  electing  their  governor  by  the  peo 
pie,  but  havini»  elected  a  decided  mijoriiy  to  each  branch 
of  the  legislature,  he  will  be  elected  on  joint  ballot. 

The  senate  stands  19  "law  and  order,''  and  12  "liber- 
ation.'* 

The  house.  43  "law  and  order,"  25  "liberation.' 
Forg-otiernor  and  lieutenant  governor,  the  vote  stands: 


Lt.  Governor. 

Diman. 

Jackson. 

Sc. 

Harris. 

Moss. 

Sc. 

3.R6I5 

4,800 

110 

3,S74 

4,785 

180 

1,311 

675 

3 

1,316 

665 

832 

1,050 

41 

793 

1,033 

46 

939 

f>72 

3 

943 

670 

3 

321 

209 

3 

521 

211 

3 

. 







- — 

7,469 

7,407 

160 

7,452 

7,370 

163 

7,407 

7,370 

62 
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The  Connecticut  state  election  look  place  on  the  6ih 
inst.  The  returns  are  not  all  in,  but  it  is  ascerlained 
that  Ihe  election  for  itovernor  fails.  So  far,  the  vole 
stands— Bisseif  (whig)  25,835,  Toiiey  (loco)  25,133,  scai- 
leriiia  1,789.  The  towns  to  be  heard  from  will  reduce 
Bissells  plurality  to  about  6  or  700.  Some  accotinia  say 
that  the  legislature  is  whig,  oihers  that  the  result  is  ex- 
ceedingly doubtful.  The  whiits  assign  as  a  reason  for 
so  clo.se  a  shave,  the  facttli.it  iheir  party  assumed  the 
responsibiliiy  at  the  lost  session,  of  alteinpling  to  sup 
press  intemperance. 

Later  ketdrns  show  that  there  are  12  loco  and  9 
whig  senators  elected,  and   97  loco  and  78  whig  repre 


According  lo  what  we  have  seen  m  the  Viar%o  del  i  sgnsaijves;  32  no  choice.  Changes  ore  in  favor  of  a  loco 
Gohicrno,"  (the  papej  published   by   the   governni^eijij    government. 

Annapolis  corporation  election,  took  place  on  the  6th 


apex  |; 
leets. 


-tain  printed  sheets,  hauobills,  have  hiiely  been  cir- 
culated in  the  capital,  in  which  is  urged  the  cession  lo 
the  United  States  not  only  of  Texas,  hut  of  New  Mex- 
ico and  Cidiforniainlolhe  bargain.  It  is  not  possible 
that  such  writings,  the  mere  rending  ot  which  awiikens 
iiothini'  hut  indignation,  should  be  sincerely  published 
by  any  Mexican;  for  no  pohlicnl  parly  has  given  any 
I  cause  to  believe  it  capable  of  an  iiitcniion  so  irattor- 

The  Locomotor  then  goes  on  lo  suggest  that  the  thing 
is  a  device  of  ilie  monarchical  pany,  mijani  to  force  ihe 
EOvernmeiU-wliieh  is  e.-ctretiiely  sonsitive  to  this  parti- 
cular intlmalion— to  repress  all  political  discussions,  in 
order  that  the  press  (a  majority  of  which  is  holly  aiiti- 
nionnrchical)  may  he  silenced. 
'  Monarchicnl  project.  There  seems  lobe  great  difh- 
■  cully  ill    asccilaining   on  whom    lo  fix    ihe  eoti.spiracy 

which  il   is  preiended   is  in  progress  for  ;nonurc/ii:itii' 

Mexico.     When  wo  first  heard  of  it,  S;iiiia  Aiinii  was 

nccused   as  its  projector,     li  was  said   that  he  had  en- 

lioied  Iho  European   nionnrchies  in  his  scheme.     Now,  .  ,    ,     ,, 

we  have  il,  iliat  he  ie  to  be  called  from  exile  lo  suppn'ss  ,  Hon  of  specie  payments  liy  lliei 

that  very  conspiracy.     It  iscenain  that  he  is  expected  oij  lo  restrict  acconimodatu 

Vera  Cruz,  and,  sii:in:;e  o.s  ,y,  tlii,  exi-jinggoverninenl,  j  ory  operultoiie,  and  Ihii 

Pakkdes,  himself,  i. 
■  too,  of  enlcrlni :■ 

lishcd  at  Meriilii,  m; 

8ih  February,  in  rr| 


majority  of  30  votes,— 
""      Tell  Clatide  recor- 
;cled. 


The  wli'ig  ticket  succeeded  bv 
Richard  Swttnn  elected  mayor,  I  I'm. 
der.    Last  year  the  loco  ticket  was  eli 

The  home  monev  maekei' isdepiessed.  Thesuddsn 
passage  of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  in  the  hoit.se  of  repre- 
seiiiativcs,  and  by  so  large  a  mnjority,  ond  with  strin- 
gr  nl  provisions  too,  under  which  il  proposes  lo  go  into 
operation,  in  the  course  of  a  (ew  rteeks  has  occasioned 
quite  a  flintier  in  Wall  street  and  on  '  'Change.'  There 
was  liel«een  four  and  five  millions  .if  public  deposites  in 
the  New  York  banks  according  to  the  official  report  on 
the  1st  inst.  'I'hia  il  is  true,  is  only  to  lie  drawn  thence 
as  the  government  may  have  occasion  for  its  use,  but  in 
the  mean  lime  no  more  is  to  go  in  to  replace  that  drain. 
The  whole  will  soon  be  drafted  lor,  anil  as  duties  arc  in 
future  lobe  paid  into  the  sub. treasuries  in  specie,  that  spe- 
cie will  have  lo  be  supplu'd  in  the  llrst  place  by  the  hanks, 
and  n  drain  of  millions  will  forlliwiih  be  con-tmenced, 
for  ihal  purpose,  from  their  vaiills.  To  avert  a  suspeo 
-  •        ■  'ev  »>ill  be  compel'    ' 

ss  men,  for 


ed  they  become.' 

The  Boston  Post,  same  dale,  says— "The  past  week 
has  been  marked  by  a  severity  of  pressure  in  the  money 
market,  thai  indicates  a  still  greater  development  of  ef- 
fect, from  causes  alluded  to  a  fortnight  since.  On  Tues- 
day last  a  sudden  advance  took  place  in  bills  on  Lon- 
don, which  put  up  the  rate  to  lOalnj;  and  just  at  the 
close  on  Wednesday  a  lew  very  prime  fancy  names 
w..re  placed  ai  10^.  This  rise  was  produced  liy  pur- 
cliaserolor  New  Yiuk  account,  as  our  iiMrkei  off-red  a 
belter  selection  and  l.jwer  rates  for  exchanje  than  culd 
be  had  there.  The  only  shipment  of  specie  per  Hiber- 
nia  was  a  lot  of  20,000  sovereigns  for  Ne*  York  ac- 
count, hut  large  accounts  of  gold  anil  silver  are  uiider- 
slO'id  to  have  been  shipped  from  that  city  bv  London 
and  Havre  packets  of  the  Ist  instant.  In  addition  to  the 
causes  for  a  sirot  g  demand  and  nse  in  foreign  exchange 
which  are  lo  be  found  in  large  imporl.itioiis  of  British 
maiiuraciures,  wbicli  are  run  otf  al  auction  under  posi- 
tive orders  to  cash  thein  at  once  and  remit  to  ease  parlies 
at  home,  who  are  deprived  of  usual  accommodations  by 
reascm  of  railway  speculations  and  locking  up  of  avelvc 
millions  sterling  there  is  a  decided  tendency  to  with- 
drawal of  foreign  cnpiial  in  use  by  oui  bankers,  and  lo 
cut  oil'  all  open  credits  " 

The  New  York  Mirror,  of  the  Sih  says:  'Slocks  siill 
continue  in  a  very  depressed  state,  and  llie  number  of 
lame  ducks  in  Wall  sireet  is  dally  increasing.  The  suti- 
ireasury  bill  setnis  to  be  al  ihe  bottom  of  the  panic.  We 
perceive  that  the  board  of  commerce  in  this  ciiy  have 
held  a  meeting  and  chosen  a  committee,  without  dis- 
tinction of  pany,  lo  reiiioiisirate  against  the  bill,  and  ex- 
pose its  injurious  tenaency.  The  merchants  ar.  evi 
deiilly  alarmed  al  the  prospect  of  il9  becoming  a  law.'' 
The  Boston  Cnurier,  ol  Monday  says:  "Tnere  has 
been  little  or  no  alteration  in  money  matters  during  the 
past  week.  The  decline  in  stocks  on  Saturday,  is  at- 
tribuiabie  lo  the  passage  of  the  mdepeiident  treasury 
bill,  by  the  house  of  representatives,  at  Wtishingion,  and 
nut  lo  any  presentslritigency  in  the  money  niarkel.  If 
ihat  bill  should  become  a  law,  il  will  probably  be  ren- 
dered nugatory  by  a  warehousing  system,  or  by  the  go- 
vernnent  expenditures,  which  are  likely  to  be  as  great,  if 
not  greater  ihan  its  revenues,  leaving,  of  course,  no  sup- 
plies 10  he  locked  up-  The  bill  will  hardly  pass  tlie_ se- 
nate without  a  long  debate,  and  important  modifica- 
tion.'' 

The  A'fui  York  Triliune,  and  Journal  of  Commerce, 
bolh  stale  that  "Letleis  Irom  Wiishiiigton  say,  that  al  a 
caucus  of  the  loc.4'oco  sena'.ors,  it  was  resolved  to  pass 
the  sub-treasury  bill  as  il  comes  from  the  house." 

Bicknell's  Reporter,  of  the  7th  says:  "The  Philadel- 
phia money  market  is  more  concentr.iled.  The  banks 
are  more  careful  in  their  discounts.  The  passage  of  the 
independent  treasury  bill,  by  the  house  of  representa- 
lives  al  Washington,  is  assigned  as  one  cause  of  ihis 
course.  We  last  week  heard  of  some  first  rate  four 
months'  paper  thai  was  thrown  out  by  our  monetary  in- 
slilutioiis.  In  the  street,  the  rate  for  fair  paper  may  be 
quoted  at  from  8  to  12  per  cent." 

The  panic  continues  in  New  York  up  to  our  latest 
accounts  from  there.  The  New  York  Gazette,  of  Thurs- 
day, says.-  "  I'he  downward  tendency  in  ihe  slock  mar- 
ket slill  continues,  and  in  fact  sellers  ore  so  eager  that 
they  hardly  wail  until  a  bidder  is  done  speaking  lo  ac- 
cept his  oHer.'' 

The  Express,  of  the  same  date  says:  "The  foreign 
news  from  Europe  and  Mexco,  but  more  particularly, 
the  upon  ill  ihe  monev  murket  arilcle  of  ihe  London 
Times,  iliai  an  espeeial  message  from  the  queen  was 
soon  expected  on  .•American  affairs,  have  bad  aserious 
effect  upon  the  slock  markel,  and  "the  panic  '  is  un- 
checked. Every  thing  is  down,  and  there  is  a  gieai  deal 
of  fright  among  business  men.  Il  will  be  seen  that  the 
sound  state  stocks  suiter  as  well  a?  the  fancies." 

SuB-TREASUKY.  The  same  paper  says:  "  1  he  chnm- 
her  of  commerce'  yesterday  took  up.  and  ncied  upon, 
the  sub-treasury  bill,— and  by  the  unanimous  concur- 
rence of  gentlemen  of  bo  h  parlies,  as  we  are  iiif.irraed, 
the  bill,  ns  il  siaiids,  is  condeuiiied  as  ruinous,  and  im- 
practicable in  execution.  Thcv  appointed  a  committee 
to  moke  a  business  report  upon  this  iiieosure,  and  its 
conseipictices  to  trade,  CDmnieice.  husuness  in  e"iierai, 
the    banks   and    cutrency   of  the   country.     From  lliat 

CO liiiec  we  txpeci  an  able  and  luciU  lpusiiie.-.s  repuri, 

'  ;— one  iliat  wi  I  be  inairuclive  lo  congress,  and  lullueu- 


S.inta  Anna,  dated  ILavano, 

^^^^  ^„„.„ ,-  .  :riain  statetnents  which  had 

been  modo'ii  ri  Cailiz  paper,  charging  hmi  with  intend 
vnde   Mexico  with  trnoiis  Irom  Ciiha.     He  de- 


oiis  to  business  men  tor  eiistonia- i — •■ot.  >",,»■  ■,,  •  ..,....-.. — .... 

^_ _...,    _..  .^_„..       ,  1  will  sevei-eiy  afTeci  the  price  of  I  ""' '''">''«''"""'""=""""*■■ 

std  hy"McxT.;an  journnlsi  |  produce.    The   total  amount  of  public  deposiles  on  the       Buffalo  harbor.  The  John  Owen.Cnpi.  navis,  was 
I.     A  maiiifesio  w.-ia  pub-    l.sl  nst.,  aaofiiciolly  reported,  was  *11,784,:194.    But  fiir  Uh,,  (irst  steamer  lo  euier  the  harbor  iliis  eeaeoii.    She 


heavy  e.\pendiittres  for  ihe  army  now  on  ihe  Mexi-  Lnrrived  on  the  4th  inst, 
can  frontier,  the  amount  would  have  been  con»iderably 
larger.    Thai  amouni  of  sjieeic  taken  suddenly  from  cir 


ciimtion,  must  seriously  nfli'ct  it 


„_^_^^ ^._         Cotton.    16,2-i8  bales  were  cleared  on  ihe  26th  ult., 

i^se"  Tlie  Chamber  '  front  the  port  -nf  N.  Orleans. 
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THE    OREGON    NOTICE    RESOLUTIONS 

AS    PASSED    BY    THE    H.    S.     SENATE. 


After  being  debaied  for  more  than  two  months,  it  was 
understood  by  the  senators  thai  the  question  should  be 
taken  on  Thursday  last.  Hours  before  llie  time  of  mec!- 
iny  a  dense  crowd  occupied  every  avenue  to,  as  weli  us 
the  gallery  of  their  chamber.  An  intense  interest  was 
manifested.  The  privileged  floor  [was  occupied  by  fo- 
reign miiiisioK,  officers  of  the  aovcrnmeiii,  ar.niy,  navy, 
judiciary,  &o.  At  11  o'clock,  an  hour  earlier  than  here- 
toiore,  ihe  senators  were  called  to  order.  Every  mem- 
ber of  the  body  was  present  except  l\lr.  Colqititt,  of 
Georgia, and  Mr.  Vulee, of  Florida. 

Mr.  CRirTE.\DE.N,  was  entitled  to  the  floor.  His  speech 
of  two  hours  is  spoken  of  as  a  superior  an  J  staies;nan- 
like  effort-  He  advocated  the  passage  of  Ihe  notice  in  a 
qualified  form,  as  bein;;  now  the  best  method  of  preserv. 
ing  peace  and  of  settling  the  controversy.  He  was  for 
leaving  to  the  president  the  full  responsibility  as  well  as 
of  powers,  which  the  constitution  reposes  with  the  exe- 
cutive, in  the  managenii'nt  of  negotiations.  He  had 
confidence  that  the  question  could  and  would  be  ed 
amicably.  Tlie  president  desired  the  notice  to  aid  him. 
The  administration  resitd  in  the  appearance  of  assured 
peace,  and  nothing  had  been  done  that  looked  like  pre- 
parations for  war.  'I'hose  who  had  the  management  of 
this  question  in  both  countries  must  be  more  than  men 
or  less  than  men  if  they  failed  to  settle  ihis  quosiion 
amicably.  He  rcg.irded  the  notice  as  means  of  peace, 
as  it  was  asked  for.  Hr  regarded  it  as  such  under  ali 
the  circumstances,  and  i^  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the  age 
if  in  the  end  it  should  not  ba  amicably  settled.  Before 
God  and  men  they  would  be  responsible  who  acted  as 
negotiators  upon  this  question.  If  statesmen  were  worth 
any  tli  n^  in  the  world,  the  que-tion  would  be  settled. — 
Let  the  pr^sdent  look  to  it  when  he  held  the  power  in  his 
own  hands.  His  then  would  be  the  respoisibiliiy.  Let 
him  beware  and  act  as  a  president  of  the  U.  3. — as  a  just 
man.  If  he  plunged  the  country  needle-^sly  into  a  war, 
the  fault  would  be  his  and  terrible  would  be  the  respon- 
Bibility. 

Mr.  ALLEr;,  cimirinnn  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs,  withdrew  the  resolutions  which  he  had  reported, 
and  moved  to  lake  up  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
house,  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Reverdv  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  now  proposed 
as  a  substitute  tiir  the  house  resolutions  the  preamble  and 
resolution  which  .Mr.  Crittenden  had  previously  offered , 
n.odif^cd  by  inserting  the  word  "amicable"  before  "ad- 
juslmeiu,"  and  oinitimg  the  provisrj.  As  thus  modified, 
the  preamble,  al'icr  p  citing  the  titles  and  substance  of 
the  treaties  of  joint  occupancy,  proceeds: — 

"And  whereas  it  has  now  become  desirable  that  the 
respective  claims  of  the  United  Stales  and  Great  Britain 
should  be  definitely  settled,  and  that  said  territory  may 
no  longer  than  need  he  remain  subject  to  ihe  evil  con- 
sequences of  the  divided  allegiance  of  its  \merican  and 
British  population,  and  of  the  confusion  and  conflict  of 
naiional  jurisdictions,  dangerous  to  the  cherished  peace 
and  eood  understanding  of  the  two  countries; 

"With  a  view,  therefore,  that  steps  be  taken  for  the 
abrogaiion  of  the  said  convention  ofthesixthof  August, 
eighieen  hundred  and  iweoiy-seven,  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed in  its  secimd  arucle,  and  that  ihe  attention  of  ihe 
governmeots  ol^  both  cout, tries  may  be  the  more  earn- 
esily  andTOimediatfcly  direcied  to  renewed  efforts  for  the 
seitlemeni  of  all  their  differences  and  disputes  in  respect 
to  said  lerritory — 

"Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  ^Imerica  in  confess  assembled, 
That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  ailhorised,  at  his^discretum,  to  give  to  the  British 
government  the  notice  required  by  ihe  said  second  arii- 
cle  for  the  abrogation  of  ihe  said  convention  of  the  sixth 
of  August,  eighieen  hundred  and  twenty-seven." 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  amend  the  substitute  by  strik- 
ing out  from  the  preamble  so  as  to  insert  an  extract 
from  the  president's  message,  that  the  time  had  come 
to  assert  our  just  rights  to  the  territory. 
This  motion  was  negatived,  ayes  28,  nays  32. 
Mr.  Brelse,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  strilie  out  the 
words  "at  the  discretion  of  the  president." 

This  motion  was  rejected  by  the  same  vote,  ayes 
22,  nays  32. 
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The  lest  vote  was  now  .ailed  for,  and  taken  by 
ayes  and  nays,  and  the  substitute  j>revailtd,  ayes  30, 
navs  24. 

The  resolution,  as  thus  amended,  was  now  report- 
ed to  the  senate. 

Mr.  Allen,  now  look  the  floor  and  denounced  the 
proceedings  in  his  severest  style.  He  accused  the 
senate  of  shrinking  from  responsibility,  of  humbling 
themselves — of  dodging  behind  the  president,  and 
of  placing  that  upon  the  president  which  it  feared  to  | 
encounter.  The  resolutions  were  denounced  as  lame, 
as  timid,  as  manacling  the  president,  as  producin,;  a 
division  between  the  two  houses,  and  between  both 
houses  and  the  exeeulive. 

"The  president  told  us  he  was  done  with  negotia- 
tion, and  he  recommended  Ihe  la^v  making  power  to 
take  up  the  subject.  Instead  of  doing  so,  they  di- 
vided, faultenng,  paltering,  manacled, hampered  with 
a  frightful  unwillingness  to  meet  responsibility — 
saying.  Oh!  we  leave  all  to  your  discretion."  If  he 
stood  alone,  he  would  vole  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Crittenden,  rejoined  in  vindication  of  the 
senate  and  administered  an  exceedingly  kten  rebukn 
to  such  imputalions.  "Upon  what  meat  does  this 
our  Cs-ar  feed,  Ural  he  has  grown  so  great,"  tfius  to 
lecture  senators.  The  senator  does  not  know  the 
senate — nor  does  he  know  himself,  the  wisest  lesson 
any  man  can  learn." 

Mr.  Alle.n  rejoined  with  considerable  temper,  and 
the  discussion  descended  lo  personalities  which  in- 
duced the  vice  president  to  admonish  the  combatants. 
Mr.  Allen  explained  and  disavowed  any  personal 
allusion.  Mr.  Crittenden  was  glad  thai  the  gentle- 
man had  explained  avvay  the  offence  of  his  remarks. 
He  briefly  recapitulated  what  Mr.  A.  had  said.  If 
the  gentleman  diJ  not  mean  what  these  words  im- 
port, he  would  advist^  hitn  on  anotiier  occasion  not 
to  speak  until  he  had  something  to  say. 


Texas  and  the  bouiuiarv.  Mr.  Klidell's  instructions  were 
loiiu-riiivc.  He  dfinaiHled  lo  be  received  as  a  ininisier 
iileiiipoiiniiary  of  tin-  Uiiiiorl  Suites,  and  ti.xe<J  ihe  23ih 
■Marc  li  as  ihu  liiiust  day  hi'  should  remain  if  not  .-^o  re- 
reived.  The  last  cominuiiicatioii  he  r.ceived  from  the 
en;  of  Mexico  was  dated  the  ilsl  .March,  covering  pass- 
ports for  himself  and  siiiii,.,  incUiJing  a  separate  one  for 
Mr.  Parrot,  which  were  lorward.-d  to  Vera  Cruz,  and 
transmitted  there  to  Mr.  S.  by  ilio  Aniericau  consul  at 
iliat  city. 

Great  consternation  prevailed  at  Vera  Cruz  in  conse- 
quence of  the  abrupt  di-parlure  ol'  .Mr.  Slidell,  and  the 
inhabitants  were  in  the  deepest  alurni  that  an  immedi- 
aiB  declaration  of  war  would  ensue  on  the  port  of  the 
United  Slates. 

Uen.  .-\inpudia,  with  a  force  of  3,000  men,  was  within 
two  days'  march  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  and  Ih  •  general 
impression  in  Mexico  was  that  no  offensive  measure 
would  be  commenced  tigain'-t  Gen.  TiiyUr's  army. 

The  American  fleet  remained  at  Saciificios. 

The  internal  affairs  of  Mexico,  appear  as  imota- 
bli;  as  ever.  The  proclamatioji  which  will  be  loiind  ba- 
low,  Milficicntly  indicates  their  cmbarrassmciiif.  So.no 
nccounis  say  that  Puredes  was  disposed  to  receive  Air. 
Slide/I  and  enter  int.i  negotiations,  but  iiihl  iiuving 
driven  Herrera  from  the  city  on  ihe  preiexi  of  rcNiwiing 
ihe  United  State*,  he  was  compelled  lo  yield  to  popular 
impulse  whicli  lie  had  coiitMbiiled  lo  excite,  and  whicli 
was  increased  by  the  advance  of  ihe  American  army 
and  ihe  presence  of  ihe  American  squadron.  His  own 
position  IS  ticklish.  Al.monte,  who  aided  in  piacing 
Paredes  in  po«'er,  is  said  to  have  been  found  Irom  his 
suiitnor  talents  and  iufluence,  to  be  too  trouMisjine. — 
VVhether  this  is  true  or  not,  he  was  suspended  in  the  ca- 
hi'  ei,  and  has  been  appointed  minister  lo  England. — 
Doubts  were  expressed  at  Vera  Cruz  whether  ho  would 
embark,  or  whether  he  would  notalietnpta  new  revolu- 
tion in  the  government. 

T/ie  press  at  Mexico,  seems  to  be  employed  in  advo- 
cating all  sorts  of  expetiienis,  except  that  ot  negotiating 
wiih  the  United  Stales.  El  Tiempo,  ("The  'limes,'') 
advocates  resorting  to  a  monarchical  form  of  govern- 


The  question  was   then  taken,  upon   ordering  the  |  inent.    Paredes  stales  that  he  permitted  ihis  only  out  of 
,  ._  __j         ■  ..    _  ._       .L..,     .1-  .   .       respect  to  Ihe  liberty  of  iliscussion.  Oihcr  journals  open- 

ly advocate  the  recall  of  Santa  Anna.  The  alieiiipt  of 
Paredes  to  coi-.trol  the  press,  on  the  one  hand,  and  to 
resist  the  Americans  on  ihe  other,  will  test  his  capaci- 


preambfe  and  resolution  to  a  third  reading,  and  de 
cided  as  follows: 

YE.^S— Messrs.  Archer,  .-Ashley.  Atherton,  Eagby, 
Barroiv,  Benton,  Berrien,  Calhoun,  Cameron,  Chalmers, 
J.  M.  Clayton,  Corwin,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Dayion,  D.x, 
Greene,  Haywood,  Houston,  Hunlington,  Janiagin, 
Johnson,  of  Ma,-yland,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Lewis, 
McDnflie,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Niles,  Pearce, 
Pennybacker,  Phelps,  Rusk,  Sevier.  Siiiimons,  Speigiil, 
Turney,  Upham,  Webster,  Woodbridge, — 10. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Breese.  Bright, 
Cass,  Tnomaa  Clayton,  Dickinson,  Evans,  Fairfield, 
H-i.fit_,'an,  Jenness,  Semple,  Sturgeon,  Weslcott— 1-1 

Of  the  nays,  lluce  senators  viz:  Messrs.  Evans, 
T.  Clayton,  (wliigs)  and  Wescott,  (loco),  it  is  un- 
derstood, were  opposed  lo  giving  the  notice  in  any 
form. 

The  other  senators  in  the  negative,  object  to  the 
qualified  form  of  the  notice. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

It  now  goes  to  the  house  for  their  further  action. 


RELATIONS  WITH  MEXICO. 


From  Cuba,  we  have  accounts  that  Sania  Anna  is 
yet  occupied  with  tiock-fighing,  and  inana^-ing  o  very 
voluminous  correspondence  wiili  ihe  Mexicans  on  the 
one  hand,  and  perhaps  wilh  Europe  on  the  other.  The 
probability  is,  that  he  cxfiecls  lo  be  invited  to  return  to 
Mexico,  and  is  corresponding  with  that  object,  but  those 
who  pretend  to  fathom  his  views,  wciii  depth  of  line.— 
.Santa  Anna  always  plays  his  own  game. 

proclamation 
Of  Mariano   Paredes  y  .irrillaga.  President  urf  interim 

of  Ihe  Republic  of  Mexico,  to  its  inhabitants— issued  vn 

ihe  21s(  ult. 

In  the  criiical  and  solemn  situation  in  which  iho  na- 
tion is  placed— perhaps  on  the  point  of  a  war  with  the 
United  Slates  of  America — in  consequence  of  one  of 
the  most  unjust  usurpations  of  which  history  has  any 
record,  il  becomes  my  obligation,  as  urgent  as  sacred,  lo 
explain  lo  my  fellow  citizens  the  fitiiaiion  in  whicli  we 
find  ourselves— ihe  dangeis  and  the  sacrifices  lo  which 
we  are  exposed — in  order  to  niainiain,  wiih  valor,  with 
eniliusiasiM  and  decision,  those  rights  which,  being  iden- 
lified  with  ihe  existence  of  nations,  must  be  deleiided  to 
the  utmost,  and  with  an  energy  equal  lo  the  insult  re- 
ceived. 


Affairs  wear  a  very  hostile  appearance.    If  we  have 
not  war,  we  shall  at  least  have  steered  as  near  il  as       _,      ,.  .  ,  .        , 

,  ,  J  ,.,  11  .     ^ ,,'  .   1    ,  .1         1      ■.  I  ne  dignity  of  the  nation,  the  march  of  an  American 

could  well  be  com    ved.  to  escape  the  calamity.  ^,„.y  „„  ^^e  Uin  Grande,  where  the  head  quarters  of  our 

Return  of  the  United  States  minister.  Mr.  Slidell  I  troops  are  situated,  the  threatening  appearance  of  the 
remained  al  Jalapa  until  the  asih  March,  at  which  nine    fleets  of  that  nation  in  both  oceans,  and  all  the  nnlece. 


had  signified  to  the  Mexican  authorities,  in  his  last 
communicaiion  to  them,  his  iniention  of  leaving,  wheth- 
er he  received  his  passports  or  not.  On  ihe  27tli  Ihe  ne- 
cessary documents,  couched  in  the  most  formal  lan- 
guage, dated  at  the  cny  of  Mexico,  21st  uli.,  were  di- 
rected 10  Mr.  S.  at  Jalapa.  Through  some  mistake  ihey 
went  10  Vera  Ctuz,  and  from  thence  were  Irnnsniitted  tiy 
our  consul  to  Mr.  Slidell.  A  separate  and  distinct  pass- 
port was  sent  to  Mr.  Parrott.  The  treatment  received 
by  .Mr.  Slidell  at  Mexico  and  Jalapa  was  extremely 
cold,  but  upon  his  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz  he  was  received 
with  a  salute,  waited  upon  by  the  highest  o.Ticial  di"ni. 
larie.-;  ol  the  place,  and  a^/ain  saluted  \vhen  he  embarked 
on   board   the  sieanier  Mississippi;  he  left   for   N.  O 


den  Is  well  known  to  the  civilized  world,  have  compellecl 
me  to  rrjeci  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
poieniiary  of  the  United  Siales,  in  order  not  lo  furnish 
an  example  of  debiliiy  that  might  sanction,  by  a  perni- 
cious and  ill  advised  act,  a  usurpation  nut  founded  ia 
reason  or  any  oilier  plausible  motive,  but  which  merely 
relies  in  their  hopes  of  intimidating  us  by  force.  The 
American  minister,  whose  mission  was  not  circumscrib- 
ed to  the  discussion  of  the  Texas  quesiion,  has  demand- 
ed his  puseports,  and  I  have  caused  them  to  be  expedit- 
ed without  any  lusaatioii. 

I  conie.ss  iliat  war  wiih  one  or  more  nations  is  one  of 
ihe  greatest  and  most  severe  evils  which  can  happen, 
and  ihat  it  is  an  atliibuie  of  civilization  to  avoid  its  die- 


leans  on  ihe  30th,  and  arrived  off  the  Balize  on  the  6th  I  asters— to  promote  Indus  ry,  commerce,  and  friendly  re- 
nsl.,  accompanied  by  VV.  .S.  Porroti,  Esq.,  secretary  of  I  laliuus  under  the  auspices  of  a  universal  peace;  but  this 


legation,  and  midshipman  Robert  Steuari,  U.  S.  N. 
ihe  Balize  they  met  the  sieamer  Alabama,  on  board  of 
which  iliey  proceeded  lo  N.  Orleans,  where  they  landed 
on  the  7ih.  Tfie  Mississippi  proceeded  immediately  to 
Peiisacola 

Tlie  Mexican  government  objected  to  recognize  .Mr. 
Slidell  except  for  ihe  purpose  of  treating  in  relation  to 


II  prove  incompaiilile  with  the  maintenanceof  the  pre- 
ro_'atives  and  indep  ndence  of  nations,  which  are  called 
upon  to  repel  force  by  force,  when  all  means  of  compro- 
mise and  conciliation  have  failed. 

The  republic  of  .Mexico — tlespoiled  of  the  rich  and 
extensive  lerritory  of  Texas,  which  always  belonged  lo 
il,  by  Ihe  direct  acta  of  the  supreme  ouihoriiy  ol  a  nei^h- 
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boring  republic— after  discovering  her  designs  to  seize 
fonie  other  of  our  ailjoinine  or  frontier  possessions,  has 
been  forced  to  protest,  has  protested,  and  does  stiil  so- 
lemnly protest,  that  she  does  not  acknowledge  the  rioht 
of  the  American  flag  on  the  soil  of  Texas,  and  she  will 
defend  her  invaded  territory,  and  never,  never  permit 
rew  conquests  nor  new  advances  of  the  government  ot 
the  United  States. 

The  right  to  declare  war  against  the  United  States  is 
not  vested  in  me,  and  the  illusirious  congress  of  the  na- 
tion will  as  siion  as  they  have  met,  take  into  considera- 
tion the  necessary  steps  required  in  the  conflict  which 
awaits  us,  and  which  was  in  no  manner  provoked  by 
ihi»  mannanimo' 8  and  lorbearing  nation.  As,  however, 
in  the  meantime,  the  United  States  might  make  a  sud- 
den nitaok  on  one  of  our  maritime  boundaries,  or  on 
those  adjoining  Texas,  it  will  be  necessary  lo  repel  force 
by  force,  and  when  the  invaders  shall  have  made  the 
cumniencpiiient.  the  immense  responsibility  of  bavins 
dislarhei  the  peace  of  the  u.orW  will  fall  upon  them.  I 
shall  he  still  more  explicit,  which  it  is  important  I  should 
be.  Mexico  never  has  committed,  nor  will  she  commit, 
a  single  aggression  against  the  people  or  government  of 
the  United  States  of  America;  but  if  an  attack  should 
be  made,  it  «'ill  be  repelled  to  the  fullest  extent  of  our 
power,  and  with  all  the  eneray  <'f  our  character,  because 
resistance  is  nothing  more  than  the  right  of  self-preser- 
vation. 

The  Me.iican  republic  drawn  into  a  crisis,  exposed  to 
great  risks  and  ditficuliies,  must  fight  for  its  existence 
and  rights.  The  union  of  all  her  sons,  the  identity  of  the 
vows  of  all,  the  employment  of  all  powers  are  necessary 
lo  save  us;  and  thev  will  save  us,  since  Mexico  will  not 
present  the  scandalous  spi  ctocle  of  an  intei;national  di- 
vision, which  would  insure  the  triumph  of  lis  enemies. 
i  do  net  fear  it,  although  it  is  known  to  me  that  all  the 
iniriiiues  and  enticements  which  exist,  in  similar  cases, 
are  set  to  work,  wiih  cunning  and  perfidy,  to  despoil 
the  eovernment  of  its  influence  and  resources,  which 
can  direct  the  affairs  and  bting  them  to  a  liappy  con 
elusion,  when  supported  by  the  confidence  of  the  na- 
tion. 

This  confidence  my  government  deserves,  and  I  de- 
serve it  too,  as,  since  1  lelt  the  head  quarters  of  San  Luis 
de  Potosi  for  the  salvation  of  my  native  country,  accom- 
panied by  the  brave  men  who  followed  her  illustrious 
standard,  my  promises  have  never  been  falsified  by  my 
actions.  I  offered  to  convoke  an  extraordinary  congress 
to  give  a  definite  constiiuiion  to  the  nation,  and  the 
congrffs  has  been  convoked.  I  have  offered  to  maiii- 
tain^'th'  outraged  honor  of  the  nation  and  I  will  no;  to- 
lerate old  injuries,  nor  will  1  permit  new  ones.  The 
dominant  object  of  my  government  has  been  to  main- 
tain the  entire,  complete,  and  unlimited  liberty  of  the 
naiioii — to  form  a  constitution,  and  to  prepare  with  un 
tirii  g  assiduity  for  its  defence  against  international  as 
well  as  exiernal  enemies. 

As  a  consequence  of  the  tiines,  and  without  giving 
any  opinion,  I  did  not  notice  tor  some  time  the  liiscus- 
sions  about  (orms  of  government,  because  it  apper- 
tains lo  the  fuiure  congress  to  decide  on  so  inieresting 
and  vital  a  question  as  the  opinions  of  all  the  citizens, 
and  even  those  of  the  smallest  minoritiis  which  are 
listened  to,  not  to  be  followed  but  to  know  them.  But 
the  violence  assumed  in  ihe  debate,  the  alarm  occasion- 
ed by  ihe  eneniies  of  order  and  internal  peace,  which 
might  end  in  the  ignominious  sacrifice  of  the  sovereignly 
ana  righis  of  the  nation,  convinced  me  that  by  tolerat- 
ing it,  I  was  acting  in  violation  of  the  oath  which  I  had 
given  to  the  nation  in  ihe  presence  of  God.  I  therefore 
decided  to  put  a  stop  to  the.se  pernicous  discussions,  and 
was  compelled  to  take  the  responsibilny,  because  the 
press  had  unfortuna'ely  transgressed  the  medium  which 
prudence  and  moderation  rendered  advisable. 

My  own  feeling  of  honor,  the  consciousness  of  the  in- 
justice done  to  a  citizen  of  known  opinions  and  accredit- 
ed loyalty,  have  made  me  abstain  t'rom  reiterating  pro- 
mises and  di-clarations  whicii  are  in  fact  my  solemn 
Oiilhs.  Can  it  be  lorgulten  that  I  proposed  in  iLe  gene 
rnl  assembly  of  the  2d  of  December,  held  at  thiacapitol, 
that  the  president  should  swear  lo  maintain  the  popular 
representative  republican  system?  Did  not  the  repre- 
.sentaiive  of  the  people,  chosen  as  witnesses  of  my  oath, 
and  tlie  people  themselves  nonce  that  the  Iclings  of  my 
heart  seconded  my  clear  and  explicit  decluraiions?— 
Why  should  some  do  me  the  injustice  to  suppose  thai  at 
the  end  of  a  career  which,  if  not  glorious,  was  loyal  a'  d 
patriotic,  I  should  disgrace  the  wounds  which  I  had  re- 
ceived in  defence  of  the  sacred  rights  of  my  country? 

The  nation  will  maintain  as  long  as  she  wishes  to 
maintain  it,  the  "republican  syBieni"  which  it  adopted 
with  rejoicing,  and  which  I  shall  maintain  as  I  have  of- 
fered 10  (Jo,  and  i  call  upon  I'rovidence  to  aid  her  in  her 
designs,  and  to  permit  us  to  raise  our  eocini  edifice  on 
the  basil  of  "liberly  ar.d  order,"  and  that  in  the  exercise 
of  our  lights,  injusfice,  crime,  and  outrages  may  never 
pollute  a  cause  so  sacred  in  itself.  I  desire  to  see  esta- 
blished forever  the  salutary  maxim  that  no  man,  no  party 
or  fraciion  shall  place  iis  will  iibove  Ihiit  of  the  republic, 
and  the  first  duty  of  its  government  will  be  to  support  iis 
d(  signs,  thai  the  fundamenlal  principles  of  sovereignty 
be  respi  eicd,  and  not  debased  by  abuses  which  lead  to 
anarchy  and  engender  disorder. 

Desirous  of  depriving  our  internal  enemies  of  the  ele- 
mania  of  discord,  which  they  try  to  stir  up  in  the  coiiAisioi 
of  pohiical  passions,  I  have  hiistoneil  to  cxplai-i  my  opi- 
ni  'ns,  to  inspire  the  confidence  which  my  government 
deserves,  ahljongh  all  i'B  actions  hove  been  ns  pure  as  its 


fences  for  agitation  disappear,  and  my  government,  sup- 
poried  by  the  people,  will  defend  the  public  order  against 
every  attempt  to  disturbe  it,  and  will  live  lo  defend  it,  or 
die  for  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  nation,  and 
the  integrity  of  its  territory,  against  any  enemy  who  dare 
to  usurp  them. 

7,  wlio  circumscribe  the  limits  of  the  public  power — /, 
who  was  called  upon  to  exercise  the  executive  power  in 
consequence  of  the  triumphs  of  the  revolution,  and  who 
put  an  end  to  its  continuance — cannot  be  suspected  of 
unwarranted  encroachments.  By  adherins  strictly  to 
the  anicle  No.  4  of  the  regulations  of  the  army,  I  shall 
use  the  necessary  means  to  ob'ain  these  eminently  na- 
tional objects.  My  ambition  is  purely  for  glory,  anti  if  I 
can  feel  that  my  fellow  citizens  do  justice  to  mv  inten- 
tions— ihat  my  country  mainiain  without  diminution  all 
its  rights — that  it  increases  the  lustre  of  its  name  under 
all  circumstances,  I  shall  obiain  the  only  recompence  to 
which  I  can  and  do  aspire,  the  gratitude  of  my  fellow 
citizens.'' 

The  principles  of  my  administration  are  fortitude  and 
consis'ency  in  sustaining  the  naiion  against  foreign  at- 
tacks on  Its  rights,  liberty  to  form  a  consiitution.  union 
and  recpiroeal  confidence  hetw-een  the  government  and  | 
the  people,  tranquillity  in  the  interior  and  respect  for  ihe 
laws,  requiring  no  sacrifices  except  those  which  are  ne-  i 
cessary  (or  the  safety  of  these  precious  gifia.  The  army 
will  combat  at  the  points  which  destiny  may  determine; 
the  people  will  support  it  in  its  efforts,  and  I  ask  of  the 
.Supreme  Arbiirator  of  nations  lo  take  us  under  His 
safe-guard,  and  to  permit  the  elevation  of  His  power  and 
the  consummation  of  Hiselory. 

Makiano  Pareees  y  Akrillaga. 

Mexico,  21s<  March,  1S45. 

Mr.  Slideli.'s  mission,  has  been  unfortunate  as  well 
as  unsuccessful.  iMo  one  regrets  this  result  more  than 
oiiiselves.  It  was  unfortunate  that  the  appointment  of 
a  minister  was  oelayed  beyond  the  moment  which 
would  have  been  most  favorable  for  success.  The  in- 
stant ihe  Mexicans  ascerlained  that  neither  England 
nor  France  were  disposed  to  incur  a  war  with  the  U. 
Slates  in  order  to  preveni  ihe  annexation  of  Texas,  an 
American  minisier  should  have  been  upon  the  spot  to 
lake  advantasc  of  the  reaction  produced  by  ihat  disco- 
very. Both  o(  those  governments  had  prompted  Mexico 
on  lo  the  very  brink  of  war,  and  when  war  became  in- 
evitable in  that  direction,  there  they  both  left  Mexico.— 
alone  in  herniary  Incensed  at  ihe  desertion,  a  reaction 
took  place,  which  should  have  been  insianily  availed  of. 
Peace  at  that  moment  might  have  been  restoied.  It 
was  a  stickling  about  etiquette,  we  fear,  which  lost  us  the 
tide  which  would  have  led  to  fortune. 

There  was  a  resort  to  secrecy,  too,  in  the  premises, 
which  was  probably  unloriunate.  The  motive  for  this 
no  doubt  was  to  steal  a  march  upon  European  guvern- 
meiits.  No  one  was  aware,  until  ibe  president  in  his 
annual  message  announced  the  fact  to  congress,  that 
Mr.  Shdell  had  received  such  an  appointment,  or  left 
home  on  such  an  errand.  The  advantage  gained  by  this 
mystery,  if  any  whatever  was  gtined,  was  overbalanced 
far  by  a  want  of  that  counienance  and  respectability 
v.'hich  shottld  have  especially  marked  the  mission-  The 
manner  of  Mr.  Slidell's  approach  aroused  patriotic  as 
well  as  popular  prejudice.  The  character  of  his  embas- 
sy was  questioned.  Unfortunately,  according  to  Presi- 
dent Hirrera's  construclion,  Mr.  Slidell's  credentials 
were  not  in  accordance  with  the  preliminary  understand' 
ing,  and  etiquette  interposed  another  delay.  Further  in- 
structions were  now  forwarded  to  Mr.  Slidell,  but  in  the 
meantime  a  revolution  in  the  Mexican  government  pre- 
dicated expressly  with  the  view  of  defeating  the  object  of 
Mr.  Slidell's  embassy  had  been  accomplished,  his  er- 
rand failed,  and  he  has  returned  home. 

Our  naval  and  niiliiary  forces  were  concentrated  upon 
iho  Mexican  frontier  and  coast,  in  aniicipation  of  .Mr. 
Slidell's  mission.  On  its  being  suggested  by  President 
Herrera's  government,  that  this  would  interpose  an  ob- 
slacle  lo  his  reception  or  to  a  pacificaiion.  the  squadron 
was  recalled,  and  the  army  was  conimcd  to  "observa- 
tion.'' On  the  iiidicaiions  of  a  revolution  at  Mexico, 
these  counter-maiaeuvres  were  retraced-  The  squad- 
ron was  augmented  and  again  ordered  to  the  Mexican 
coast  and  the  army  was  ortjered  to  advance  to  "occdpa- 
tion.''  If  these  orSers  were  designed  to  sustain  Herrera. 
they  were  too  late.  If  designed  lo  intimidate  PareUes  to 
recognize  iWr.  Slidell,  they  have  failed. 

The  commanders  of  both  army  and  souadrons  have 
now  arrived  at  the  very  borders  of  the  Rubicon. 
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EXECUTIVE    JOURNAL. 
APPOi.MTMENTS  BY  THE   PRESIDENT. 

By  and  uii(/i  the  advice  and  consent  of  Ihe  Senate. 

Thomas  Addison,  to  be  survejor,  &c  for  the  poii 
of  MadiBonville,  Louisiana,  vice  iMalhew  Dicks, 
whose  commission  has  expired. 

Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  to  be  surveyor,  &c.  for  the 
district  of  Salem  and  Beverly,  iMassachusells,  vice 
Nehemiah  Brown,  removed. 

James  N.  Nichols,  to  be  solicitor,  &c.  for  Ihe  port 
of  Perth  Aniboy,  IM.  Jersey,  vice  Solomon  Andrews, 
removed. 


Patrick  Collins,  to  be  surveyor,  &c.  for  the  port  of 
ririeiitionV    Tho  npirits  being  thus  traiiqulliztd,  all  pro- 1  Ciucinuati,  Ohio,  vice  Isaiah  Wing,  remored. 


Henry  B.  Humphrey,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  con- 
sul for  Ihe  port  of  Alexandria,  in  Egypt,  vice  .Alex- 
ander Todd,  recalled. 

Samuel  Haight,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul  for  the 
Azores,  or  Western  Islands,  vice  C.  W.  Dabnej,  re- 
called 

Archer  G.  Herndon,  (o  be  receiver  of  public  mo- 
neys for  Ihe  district  of  lands  subject  lo  sale  at  Spring- 
field, in  Ihe  slate  of  Illinois,  from  and  after  the  I4ih 
of  May,  1846,  when  his  present  commission  will  ex- 
pire. 

Andrew  J.  Isaacks,  lo  be  receiver  of  public  mo- 
neys for  the  dislricl  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Nat- 
chitoches, in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  in  the  place  of 
John  Tucker,  resigned. 

James  H.  Tale,  of  Mississippi,  to  be  consul  at 
Buenos  Ajres. 

presideft's  message. 
Cherokees.  Washv\gton,.ipril  13,  \i,i3.  To  the 
senate  and  house  ofrfpresenlalives:  In  my  message  of 
the  2d  of  December  last,  it  was  staled  that  serious 
difficulties  of  long  standing  continued  to  distract 
the  several  parlies  into  which  the  Cherokee  tribe 
of  Indians  is  unhappilv  divided;  that  all  the  efforts 
of  the  government  to  adjust  these  difficuilies  had 
proved  lo  be  unsuccessful,  and  would  probably  re- 
ma. n  so,  without  Ihe  aid  of  further  legislation  by 
congress.  Subsequent  events  have  confirmed  this 
opinion.  I  communicate  herewith  for  the  infor- 
mation of  congress,  a  report  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
transmitting  a  report  from  the  commissioner  of  In- 
dian affairs,  with  accompanying  documents,  toge- 
ther with  memorials  which  have  been  received  from 
the  several  bands  or  parties  of  the  Cherokees  them- 
selves. It  will  be  perceived  that  internal  feuds  exist 
which  call  for  the  prompt  intervention  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  Stales. 

Since  the  meeting  of  congress  several  unprovoked 
murders  have  been  commilted  by  the  stronger  upon 
the  weaker  parly  of  the  tribe,  which  will  probably 
remain  unpunished  by  the  Indian  authorities;  and 
there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  similar  outrages 
will  continue  lo  be  perpetrated  unle-s  restraimd  by 
the  authorities  of  Ihe  United  Slates.  Many  of  the 
weaker  party  have  been  compelled  lo  seek  refuge 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  Indian  country  and  within 
the  state  of  Arkansas,  and  are  destitute  of  the  means 
for  their  daily  subsistence.  The  military  forces  of 
Ihe  United  .-tales  stationed  on  the  western  frontier 
have  been  active  in  their  exertions  to  suppress  these 
outrages  and  lo  execute  the  treaty  of  1835,  by  which 
It  is  stipulated  that  "the  United  States  agree  to  pro- 
tect the  Cherokee  nation  from  domestic  strife  and 
"■■reign  enemies,  and  against  iiilesliiie  wars  between 
the  several  tribes."  These  exertions  of  the  army 
have  proved  to  a  great  extent  unavailing,  for  the 
reasons  slated  in  the  occompanyiiig  documents,  in- 
cluding communications  from  the  officer  comiuand- 
ing  at  Fort  Gibson. 

1  submit  for  the  consideration  of  congress  the  pro- 
priety of  making  such  amendments  of  ihe  laws  re- 
gulating intercourse  with  the  Indian  Iribes  as  will 
subject  lo  trial  and  punishment  in  Ihe  courts  of  the 
United  Stales  all  Indians  guilty  of  murder  and  such 
other  felonies  as  may  be  designated  when  commiiled 
on  other  Indians  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Such  a  modification  in  the  existing  laws 
is  suggested,  because,  if  offenders  against  the  laws 
of  humanity  in  the  Indian  country  are  left  lo  be  pun- 
ished by  Indian  laws,  Ihey  will  geneially,  if  not  al- 
ways, be  permitted  to  escape  wilh  impunity.  This 
has  been  the  case  in  repealed  instances  among  the 
Cherokees.  For  years  unprovoked  murders  have 
been  committed,  and  yet  no  effort  has  been  made  to 
bring  the  offenders  lo  punishment.  Should  this  stale 
of  things  continue,  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  that 
the  weaker  parly  will  be  finally  distroved.  As  the 
guardian  of  the  Indian  tribes,  the  government  of  the 
United  States  is  bound  by  every  consideration  of 
duly  and  humanity  to  interpose  lo  prevenf  such  a 
disaster. 

From  the  examination  which  I  have  made  into  the 
actual  state  of  things  in  Ihe  Cherokee  nation,  I  am 
satisfied  that  there  is  no  prob.'ibilil>  that  the  different 
bands  or  parties  into  wi.ich  it  is  divided  can  ever 
again  live  together  in  peace  and  harmony;  and  that 
the  well-being  of  the  »  hole  requires  Ib^jl  lliey  should 
be  separated  and  live  under  separate  governments  as 
diblinct  tribes.  'I'hat  portion  who  emigrated  to  the 
west  of  the  Missis.-ippi  prior  to  the  year  1SI9,  com- 
monly called  Ihe  "old  seltlers,"  and  that  portion 
who  made  the  treaty  in  183.'>,  known  as  the  "treaty 
parly,"  it  is  believed  would  wiUinuly  unite  arid 
could  live  together  in  harmony.  Tho  number  of 
these,  as  nearly  as  can  be  estimated,  is  about  one- 
thiid  of  the  tribe.  J  iie  whole  number  of  all  the 
bands  or  parties  does  not  probably  exceed  twenty 
thousand.  The  country  which  ihcy  occupy  embraces 
neven  millions  of  acres  of  land,  with  the  privilege  of 
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an  outlet  to  the  western  limitsi  of  the  United  States. 
This  country  is  susceptible  of  division,  and  is  large 
enough  for  all.  1  suhmit  to  congress  the  propriety  of 
either  dividing  the  country  which  they  at  present 
occupy,  or  o(  providing  by  law  a  new  home  for  the 
one  or  the  other  of  the  bands  or  parties  now  in  hos- 
tile array  against  each  other,  as  the  most  effectual 
if  not  the  only  means  of  preserving  the  weaker  parly 
from  massacre  and  total  extermination.  Should  con- 
gress favor  the  division  of  the  country  as  suggested, 
and  the  separation  of  the  Cherokees  into  two  distinct  i 
tribes,  justice  will  require  that  the  annuities  and  ^ 
funds  belonging  to  the  whole,  now  held  in  trust  for  | 
them  by  the  United  States,  should  be  equitably  dis-  i 
tributed  among  tlie  parties  according  to  their  respec- 
tive claims  and  numbers.  There  is  still  a  small  num-  j 
ber  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  remaining  within  the  state 
of  North  Carolina,  who,  acorerding  to  the  stipula-  | 
tions  of  the  treaty  of  1835,  should  have  emigrated 
with  their  brethren  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi. — 
It  is  desirable  that  they  should  be  removed,  and,  in 
the  event  of  a  division  of  the  country  in  the  west,  or 
of  a  new  home  being  provided  for  a  portion  of  the 
tribe,  that  they  be  permitted  to  join  either  party, 
as  they  may  prefer,  and  be  incorparaled  with  them. 
I  submit  the  whole  subject  to  congress,  that  such  j 
legislative  measures  may  be  adopted  as  will  be  just 
to  all  the  parties  or  bands  of  the  tribe.  Such  mea- 
sures I  am  satisfied,  are  the  only  means  of  arresting 
the  horrid  and  inhuman  massacres  which  have  mark- 
ed the  history  of  the  Cherukees  for  the  last  few  years, 
and  especially  for  the  last  few  months.  The  Che- 
rukees have  been  regarded  as  among  the  most  en- 
lightened of  the  Indian  tribes,  but  experience  has 
proved  ihat  they  have  not  yet  advanced  to  sui'h  a 
state  of  civilization  as  to  dispense  with  the  guardian 
care  and  control  of  the  government  of  the  Uniled 
States.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 
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SENATE. 

April  8.     After  the  usual  morning  business — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  it  was 

Resolved,  Thai  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  be 
requested  to  communicaie  to  the  senate  any  informaiion 
in  the  possession  of  the  goveriinieiit  showing  that  com- 
plaints have  been  made  by  any  of  our  vessels  of  having 
been  searched  by  British  cruisers  since  the  Washington 
treaty  of  1842;  and,  if  so,  ihe  names  of  the  vessels,  to- 
gether w'iih  the  dales  and  places  of  such  act;  and,  also, 
copies  of  uny  correspondence  ihat  may  have  passed  be- 
tween 'he  two  govcrnnienis  oil  liie  subject. 

Oregon  correspondence-  The  resolution  heretofore 
offered  by  Mr.  J.  M  Clayfon,  calling  for  additional 
correspondence  on  the  subject  of  Oregon,  coming  up 
in  its  order  for  consideration — 

Mr.  J.  .1/.  Claylon  observed  that  the  resolution  had 
been  postponed  lor  several  weeks,  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  senator  from  Ohio.  He  lliought  its  adoption 
at  this  time  was  essential,  in  order  to  accelerate  the 
decision  of  the  Oregon  question.  The  time  for  the 
final  action  of  the  seiute  upon  tliat  question  had 
nearly  arrived,  and  he  trusted  the  honorable  senator 
would  see  the  propriety,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  of  suSering  the  resolution  to  be 
adopted. 

i\lr.  Alien  said  he  had  learned  nothing  to  change 
his  position  against  the  propriety  of  passing  the  pro- 
posed resolution.  It  implied,  he  thought,  though  it 
was  not  so  designed,  a  distrust  of  the  president's 
maDagement.  Two  calls  already  had  been  made  on 
the  executive  upon  this  very  subject;  the  first  by  the 
house  of  representatives  had  brought  out  the  inform- 
ation of  the  tender  and  rejection  of  two  propositions 
to  arbitrate.  The  other  made  by  Ihe  senate  was  re- 
sponded to  a  few  days  ago,  giving  the  executive  opi- 
nioos  as  to  the  propriety  of  military  preparation. — 
IVlr.  A.  thought  the  effect  of  this  resolution  would  be 
detrimental.  .Mr.  A.  referred  also  to  the  refusal  for 
a  call  made  in  Mr.  Tylers  administration  as  an  apt 
precedent  for  this  case. 

Mr.  Clayton  said  he  understood  as  well  as  the  sena- 
tor from  Uliio  (Mr.  .Ilten)  what  had  been  the  prac- 
tice of  the  senate.  Resolutions  of  this  character 
were  generally  adopted  as  a  ma'ter  of  course,  though 
they  had  been  occasionally  resisted.  The  senator 
has  not  yet  shown  how  any  distrust  of  the  executive 
can  be  implied  by  this  resolution.  Mr.  C.  maintain- 
ed thai  it  implied  the  highest  confidence:  it  w.is  not 
a  probing  the  executive;  it  left  all  to  his  discretion. 
It  had  long  been  delayed  at  the  request  of  the  Ohio 
senator,  and  yet  he  still  opposes  it.  Gentlemen, 
when  called  on  to  vote,  might  say  with  much  show 
of  reason,  that  they  were  not  willing  to  "go  it  blind." 
The  president  might  have  information  which  might 
alter  ihe  whole  aspect  of  the  question.  The  senator, 
having  already  announced  his  intention  to  vote  in  fa- 
vor of  notice,  is  exposed  to  more  suspicion  by  his  re- 


fusal to  grant  the  call  for  information,  thao  Benators 
can  be  in  consequence  of  advocating  it. 

I\lr.  .Moreheitd,  arose  and  expoumled  the  important 
difference  of  this  question  from  that  in  which,  in  Mr. 
Tyler's  administration,  a  call  for  information  was 
voted  down.  This  involves  a  very  important  duty, 
and  one  which  may  lead  to  peace  or  war. 

Mr.  Allen,  said,  that  in  the  call  voted  down  in  Mr 
Tyler's  administration,  the  cause  for  the  call  pro- 
posed was,  that  in  the  British  parliament  in  reply  to 
a  member  ol  the  opposition  who  had  said  that  Ihe 
(Oregon  bill  then  passed  by  the  United  Stales  senate, 
if  carried  out  into  a  law  would  have  been  a  just 
cause  for  war,  the  premier  had  intimated  that  tliat 
bill  if  passed,  would  have  been  vetoed  by  president 
Tyler.  The  call  was  intended  to  draw  from  the 
president  the  fact  whether  there  existed  or  not  any 
grounds  whatever  afforded  by  the  president  for  such 
a  sentiment  in  the  British  premier.  Mr.  A.  had  of- 
fered the  resolution  of  inquiry;  the  senate  had  voted 
it  down.  Mr.  A.  thought  the  precedent  should  be 
applied  in  the  present  instance. 

Mr.  Cn//iminsaid  he  felt  it  to  be  due  to  the  admin- 
i'^tration  of  Mr.  Tyler  (of  which  ho  at  that  time  had 
formed  a  part)  to  slate,  in  reference  to  what  had 
been  said  by  the  senator  from  Ohio,  that  he  never 
heard  a  single  expression  which  would  aulhorize  the 
supposition  that  .Mr.  Tyler  intended  to  veto  any  bill 
which  had  been  or  might  be  passed  concernmg  the 
Oregon  territory. 

Mr.  Mien  said  he  had  only  alluded  to  what  was 
said  by  Sir  Robert  Peel. 

Mr.  Calhoun. — If  Mr.  Tyler  entertained  any  such 
intention,  it  existed  only  in  his  own  mind,  and  was 
never  communicated  to  any  human  being.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  senator  might,  if  unexplained,  give  an 
erroneous  impression  that  there  had  been  some  de- 
claration on  the  part  of  Mr.  Tyler  of  an  iuteotion  to 
veto  the  bill. 

Mr.  .itlen  said  it  would  be  observed  that  he  spoke 
of  nothing  which  the  administration  had  done,  but 
only  of  what  Sir  Robert  Peel  had  said.  And  now, 
to  put  the  matter  at  rest,  he  would  ask  the  secretary 
to  read  a  short  passage  from  the  debate  in  the  British 
parliament. 

The  passage  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Calhoun  observed  that  he  had  understood  the 
senator  as  saying  that  a  distinct  assurance  had  been 
given  Ihat  Mr.  Tyler  would  veto  the  bill,  whereas  it 
appeared  that  the  assurance  was  only  a  deduction 
drawn  by  the  British  minister  himself. 

Mr.  .illen. — Whether  a  deduction  or  not,  it  was  an 
assurance.     [A  laugh  ] 

The  Oregon  question.  The  senate  then  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order,  being  the 
resolutions  respecting  Oregon. 

Mr.  Dickinson  obtained  the  floor  and  was  about 
to  address  the  senate,  but  yielded  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Cass,  who  said  that  he  would  be  glad  if  the 
senator  would  read  once  more  the  letter  he  had  read 
to  the  senate  yesterday  from  Mr.  Whealon, 

Mr.  H'ebster  had  not  the  letter  before  him,  but  was 
about  slating  from  memory  Ihe  contents;  when 

iVir.  Cass  said  it  was  unnecessary,  pie  wished  to 
speak  but  to  one  point  in  the  letter,  and  in  regard  to 
that  he  could  not  be  mistaken,  as  he  I. ad  recently 
consulted  it  in  the  stale  department.  Mr.  Wheaton 
either  said  or  strongly  intimated  that  the  .\shburton 
tiiaiy  had  been  the  cause  of  the  rejection  by  France 
of  the  Quintuple  treaty.  Mr.  Wheaton  in  this  state- 
ment had  been  led  into  an  anachronism,  and  Mr.  C. 
wished  to  set  the  matter  right.  He  should  not  say  a 
word  about  the  Asliburton  treaty;  but  he  full  natu- 
rally, some  personal  interest  in  regard  to  the  fact 
which  Mr.  Whealon  had  unintentioually  misstated. 
The  Ashburton  treaty  was  ratified  some  time  in  Au- 
gust, 1342;  but  Ihe  Quintuple  treaty  had  been  reject- 
ed in  the  session  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  which 
terminated  on  the  4th  of  June,  1842. 

.Vlr.  C.  here  quoted  despatches,  written  by  himself 
when  minister  to  France,  to  Mr.  Webster,  then  sec- 
retary of  state.  The  chamber  of  deputies  adjourn- 
ed early  in  June,  and  at  that  time  the  Quintuple 
treaty  was  as  dead  as  one  of  the  mummn-s  of  Egypt. 
The  treaty  of  Washington  was  not  ratified  till  Au- 
gust, and  the  nevvs  ol'  its  ratification  did  not  reach 
Paris  till  September  following.  But  the  Quintuple 
Irealy  was  already  dead  in  the  June  previous.  This 
was  the  anachronism  he  wished  to  coriect. 

He  should  not  say  a  word  in  regard  lo  the  treaty 
of  Washington.  But,  as  he  was  up,  he  would  say 
one  word  in  regard  to  the  McLeod  ati'air.  He  doubt- 
ed how  far  a  post-acknowledgment  of  the  act  of  Mc- 
Leod, in  ihe  destruction  of  the  Caroline  by  the  Brit- 
ish government,  could  alltr  either  its  legal  or  moral 
character  at  the  time  it  was  committed.  All  govern- 
ments were  bound  to  preserve  good  neighborhood 
with  those  whose  territory  was  adjacent  to  their 
own.  If  a  marauding  party  from  one  Invaded  the 
territory  of  tlie  other  and   escaped,  they    were  re- 


sponsible to  their  own  governmeat;  but,  if  taken  in 
the  act,  they  might  be  punished  by  the  government 
whose  territory  was  invaded.  Nor  would  a  subse- 
quent avowal  by  their  government  of  their  acts, 
alter  the  character  of  those  acts  when  com'nitled.— . 
This  was  urged  as  no  parly  question,  nor  with  any 
reference  to  the  senator  from  .Massachusetts. 

Mr.  IVcbsler  replied,  in  substance,  that  if  McLcna 
had  been  arrested  by  or.ler  of  our  courts,  and  could 
not  show  by  evidence  that  ho  was  acting  under  its 
order,  Ihe  courts  would  not  be  to  blame  for  proceed- 
ing against   and   condemning  and  executing  him 

The  avowal  of  the  British  government  furnisned  such 
evidence;  and  though  it  was  a  post  avowal,  yet  if  it 
came  before  the  trial,  or  before  his  execution— no 
matter  when  it  came,  it  was  evidence  in  the  case 
and  must  discharge  the  individual.  And  that  was 
the  purpose  with  which  the  .American  government 
sent  to  New  York  the  proof  of  that  avowal  by  the 
British  government. 

He  then  read  Mr.  Whcalon's  letter,  (which  had 
been  brought  him  in  the  mean  time.) 

Mr.  Cass  spoke  very  rapidly  in  reply,  and  in  a  'ow 
colloquial  tone,  addressing  himself  to  Mr.  Webster, 
so  that  little  of  what  he  said  reached  the  gullery  with 
distinctness  enough  to  be  reported.  He  was,  how- 
ever, understood  to  say  that  in  what  he  had  before 
stated  he  assumed  that  the  act  of  McLeod  in  cuttini; 
out  the  Caroline  from  .Sohlosser  was  not  an  act  ad- 
milted  to  have  been  directed  by  the  British  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  PVebster  said  it  always  had  been.  Mr:  Ste- 
venson, in  his  letter  to  Lord  Liverpool,  admitted  that 
the  whole  expedition  had  been  planned  and  ordered 
by  the  authorities  of  Canada,  and  that  the  aol  met 
with  the  entire  approbation  of  tho  Colonial  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Cass  asked  how  it  was  possible,  seeing  it  had 
been  sujgested  by  circumstances  which  arose  at  the 
moment.'  How  could  it  be  known  to  tiie  Cauadiao 
government  that  thesleaniboatwouldbe  ou  that  night 
at  the  wharf  at  Scniosser? 

iMr.  fVebster  said  the  honorable  senator  had  not  re- 
cently refreshed  his  memory  as  to  the  facts  of  the 
case.  If  he  would  refer  to  Mr.  Van  Buren's  mes- 
sage to  congress  he  would  there  see  the  whole  matter 
stated.  That  message  staled  that  certain  refugeeg 
escaping  from  Canada  came  over  the  line  into  the 
United  States,  and  there  formed  iheuiselves  into  a 
band  which  made  war  upon  Canada.  This  obliged 
the  Canadian  government  to  assemble  troops  to  de- 
fend the  province.  Tlie  troops  so  assembled  were 
uniler  orders  lo  resist  aggression  and  repel  invasion 
from  the  United  Slates.  Of  course  they  were  act- 
ing under  the  orders  of  the  Canadian  government. 

In  the  couise  of  llieir  obedience  to  these  orders  io 
defending  the  province,  the  steamboat  Caroline,  be- 
ing, as  they  understood,  in  Ihe  employ  of  these  as- 
sailants, and  engaged  in  bringing  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  to  Navy  island,  a  dependency  of  Canada  which 
they  had  possessed  themselves  of,  the  Canadian  troops 
did  follow  her  into  the  American  port  of  Sohlosser 
and  there  seize  upon  and  destroy  her. 

Mr.  Ca.5s  was  understood  to  say  that  if  these  orders 
of  the  Brilibh  government  directed  them  to  invade 
the  territories  of  the  United  States,  the  subsequent 
avowal  of  these  acta  by  Ihe  British  government  might 
screen  them  from  punishment,  but  would  furnish  a 
casus  belli  against  Great  Britain.  But  if  these  orders 
were  only  to  defend  Canada,  the  case  was  entirely 
different.  The  defence  of  Canada  and  the  invasioQ 
of  the  United  States  were  totally  different  things. 

Mr.  IVebsler  said  that  the  Colonial  government  had 
a  right  to  defend  the  province;  and  they  thought  that 
in  self-defence  they  had  a  right  to  follow  their  ene- 
mies into  the  Uuited  Slates;  and  on  that  principle 
they  seized  and  destroyed  Ihe  Caroline. 

Mr.  Cass  denied  that  the  right  of  defence  gave 
them  any  right  of  invasion;  and  the  post  avowal  by 
Great  Britain  could  nol  render  their  act  lawful,  but 
only  made  Great  Britain  responsible  fur  it. 

Mr.  Dickiitson  resumed  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  senate  for  about  three  hours  in  defence  of  his 
own  conduct,  which  had  been  animadverted  upon  by 
Mr.  Webster,  and  in  support  of  the  charges  which 
be  had  advanced  against  the  treaty  of  Washington  of 
1842. 
]  On  motion  of  Mr.  Maiigum,  the  senate  adjourned. 
April  9.  The  resolution  calling  for  correspoa- 
dence  relating  lo  Oregon,  offered  by  Mr.  Clayton  was 
j  considered. 

I  Mr.  .:?(c/ii3OTi,of  Mo.said.ho  was  willing  it  should 
I  be  adopted,  as  there  could  be  no  harm  in  having  all 
]  the  ligtit  possibly  attainable  before  taking  the  ques- 
j  Hon.  Mr.  A.  said  that  if  the  president  intended  to 
I  use  the  resolution  of  notice,  as  a  liberty  lo  hini  to 
I  COTn;n-c/ini3«  upon  either  the  49lli  or  an.v  other  lino 
I  soulh  of  54"  40\  then  he  Mr.  A.  would  vote  against 
I  passing  any  resolution  whatever  for  giving  the  no- 
I  tire 
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Mr.  Sevier,  saw  no  reaso 
inqiiir*  i.eeil  be  aiinptecl,  & 
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n   why  the  resolution  of  I  to  the  senator  from  Ohio,  and  to  every  senator,  and  I      Oregon  notice.     Mr       _  . 

(o  the  whole  country,  whether,  when  called  upon  to  i  spoke  at  lensth  in  favor  ol  cur  title  In  the  whole  of 


Mr   J  jil    cWm   observed  that  the  senator  from  |  do  en  act    whirh    n.ia;ht    involve    peace  or  war    (for  ,  Oregon,  and  expres 
Arkansas   (Mr   Seri'er)   was   mistaken   in  supposing  i  that  had   been,   and    still  was,  the  character  of  the 
that  it  was  the  duty   of  the   president,  under   any  I  question,)   whether,  as  patriot^  or   honest  men,  they 
clause  of  the  constitution,  to  communicate  informa-    were  not  bound  to  go  into  the  subject  of  title,  and 
■      -      ■  ■   ■■  '    tell  the   people  of  the  United    States  precisely  thei- 


tion  uncalled  for,  regarding  the  foreign  relations  of 
the  government.  Mr.  C.  also  replied  in  strong  terms 
to  an  intimation  in  the  language  of  the  senator  from 
Ohio,  ("Mr.  Mten)  that  the  senate  acted  in  a  mode  to 
paraljze  the  execution. 

Mr.  .illen,  said  the  senator  was  in  very  great  eiror 
in  supposing  he  had  charged  the  senate  with  design 
ediy  and  intentionally  paralyzing  the  arm  of  the  ex- 
ecutive. He  had  said  that  the  effect  of  their  action 
would  be  to  paralyze  the  arm  of  not  the  executive 
only  but  of  the  aggregate  government. 

And  what  was  the  peculiar  proceeding?  It  was  in 
the  first  place  delay,  and  in  the  next  place  a  course 
of  discussion  which  was  calculated  to  encourage 
Great  Britain  to  advance  still  further  her  claims  ami 
pretensions,  and  even  to  pre-s  them  at  the  point  ol 
the  sword.  Where  and  when  had  England  had  sui'h 
a  title  made  out  as  had  been  made  for  her  nere?— 
Where  was  the  slate  paper,  or  even  the  EnB;lish 
newspaper,  or  any  thing  else  resnlting  from  an  Eng- 
lish mind,  which  gave  so  colorable  title  to  Great 
Britain  to  the  country  in  dispute,  as  had  been  given 
by  ge.illemeii  upon  that  floor.  But  he  did  not  say 
that  senators  had  transcended  what  they  believed  to 
be  their  duly  in  that  particular.  He  would  nut  say 
that  thej  had  done  that  winch  Ibey  hnd  no  righl  to 
do;  but  this  he  would  say,  that  the  eSect  of  such  a 
proceeding,  and  the  eflect  of  the  protracting,  hesi- 
tating,  paltering   course,  was  to  encourage   Great 


opinions'iipon  that  title.'  They  were,  in  his  judg- 
ment, bound  to  do  so-,  for  he  held  to  the  maxim  that 
•'patriotism  should  demand  nothing  but  what  is  right, 
and  subniit  to  nothing  that  is  wrong."  He  believed 
that  this  was  the  feeling  of  the  American  people;  as 
it  was  the  maxim  of  their  government.  And  it  it 
should  ever  he  violated,  it  would  be  because  they 
did  not  unilerstand  the  state  of  the  case.  The  sena- 
tor from  Ohio  and  others  had  asserted  the  validity 
of  the  American  title  up  to  54°  4U';  and,  upon  the 
foutiilation  of  that  title,  they  placed  the  necessity 
for  passing  the  resolution  of  notice.  Did  they  es 
peel  that  senators  wh"  took  an  opposite  view  of  the 
matter  would  be  content  to  vote  against  the  notice 
without  declaring  their  own  opinions.'  In  point  of 
fact,  the  question  had  been  broiuht  before  them  be- 
fore negotiations  had  been  finally  (.-onciiided.  He 
censured  nobody:  tie  was  merely  slating  (acts,  in  or- 
der to  do  justice  to  those  who  acted  with  him. 

He  had  heaio  a  great  deal  about  paralyzing  the 
government;  a  great  deal  about  the  want  of  a  suBi- 
cieiil  nerve;  about  a  want  of  unanimity.  Had  it  nol 
all  arisen  from  Ihe  very  slate  of  things  to  which  he 
hail  adverted?  If  the  notice  had  been  proposed  sim- 
ply as  an  abstract  thing,  there  would  have  been  no 
difficulty.  But  they  had  been  forced  to  Inuk  behiml 
the  notice;  and,  believing  that  notice  wilhoiil  com- 
promise was  war,  it  was  nol  to  he  wondered  at  that  It 
Briia°in  t*o  clainrmore  t'l^a'n  she  would  others  ise  have  I  was  resisted.     They  had  as  much  right  to  complain  of 


done,  and  to  force  upon  us  the  dnnier  resort 

was  not  going  to  renew  the  Oregon  discussion 


ihem  for  a  want  of  unanimity.     He  might  go  on  at  d 
retorl  upon  the  gentlemen,  fur   he  would  venture  to 


Mr.  Bagby  then  took  the  floor  and 
.vhole  of 
d  his  deterniinalion  to  vole  for 
notice  without  regard  to  consfquences.  He  in- 
timated that  he  would  sanction  any  ^et^lemeDt  which 
the  president  should  think  proper  to  make. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

ApRii.  11.  Mr.  .itien  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing on  the  president  for  the  correspondence  witb 
the  secretary  of  slate,  in  the  years  1S40  1  2  3. 

Mr.  IKftster  suggested  an  amendnient  by  inserting 
the  words  "in  addition  to  the  correspondence  re- 
quested by  the  resolution  adopted  yesterday." 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  and  read  as  fol- 
lows:— 

Ilesolved,  That  the  president  of  ihe  Uiii'ed  Stales  be 
requpfiied  to  conrimunicafe  lo  the  senate,  in  addition  to 
the  correspondence  requesied  by  ihe  resnluunn  adapted 
yesterday,  copies  of  all  ihe  corre.-poiidence  with  the  sec- 
retary of  siaie,  (if  "01  iiiconipatdile  uiih  ilie  public  iuler- 
esi,)  in  Ihe  years  1840,  1841,  1842,  ai.d  1843,  louching 
the  rislit  or  praclicr  of  visitiiii;  or  seaicliing  merclian  t 
Vf'S.«eis  in  limes  ><(  pi'ace. 

Oregon  corrcyondence.  The  resolution  submitted 
on  the  ad  ult.,  by  Mr.  J.  M  Claylon.  calling  for  the 
correspondence  on  the  Oregon  question  was  taken 
up,  when  — 

Mr.  Sevier  moved  lo  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jltchison  said  he  hoped  it  would  nol  be  laid 
upon  the  lable,  for  mis  reison,  that  perhaps  it  would 
furnish  an  apology,  if  laid  upon  the  lable,  for  defer- 
ring the  taking  of  tne  vole  on  the  Oregon  question. — 
He  hoped  it  would  be  either  adopted  or  rejected  at 
once. 

Mr.  Sevier  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  yeas  and  najs  were  then  taken  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  Ibe  affirmative, 
as  follows: — 

YEAS.— Messrs.   Atchison,    Barrow,   Benton,  Ber- 


He  was  not  going  to  renew  the  Uregon  discussion    ^^    ^^^^^^^  ^^^^   embarrassment  of   Hen,  Bnuhi,  Caihuim,   Thos.   Cl.yion,  J.  M.  Clayton, 

upuulliemotionnowbeforethesenate    Hehadsad       J  J  must  be    Corwin,   Crittenden,   Davis,   D.iy.on,    Evans    Gr.ene. 

yesterday,  and  everybody  was  well  aware,  that  argu-it'  all  acauainled  i  Houston,  Huniinudon,  Jamasin,  .lohiison.of  La..  Man- 

iients  had   been,  used   3"^. -ieated   over  and  over  j  ^J'^P--'  t;^-->  -;';.^;;h«  -- ^^«^'     He'  .?as  sure    .-"..Miller,  Morehei.d,  Phelps,  R,,sk.  Siminous.  Web- 


again,  strengthening  the  British  pretensions  to  a  por- 
tion at  leusl  of  the  Oregon  territory. 

Ml.  J.  M.  Clayton,  said  Ihe  honorable  senator  ad- 
mitted ihat  the  paralyzing  the  arm  of  Ihe  government 
was  nol  the  design  of  the  seimte.  hut  he  a-serled  that 
it  had  been  the  eHcct  of  some  portion  of  the  debate,  and 
that  was  the  portion  in  which  the  title  was  discussed, 
and  in  which  it  was  argued  that  our  title  beyond  49 
was  not  a  lighting  title. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  session  he  had  given  it  as 
bis  opinion  that  it  would  be  belter  lo  reserve  the 
discussion  of  that  question  for  the  executive  session 
of  the  senate;  but  the  senator  Irom  Ohio  had  him- 
self   chosen    to   discuss   the   lille,   and    it 


that  those  who  had  felt  constrained  to  do  any  thing 
lo  di'^parage  our  title,  ban  done  it  with  areat  reluc- 
tance. As  for  the  [irotraction  of  the  debate,  he  must 
say  that  he  thought  tne  time  had  been  far  from  be- 
ing misapplied  ll  had  produced  unanimity  upon  the 
great  point  as  to  the  basis  of  selilement  ol  this  ques- 
tion, that  it  should  be  the  49ih  parallel  of  latitude. 
If  ended  by  negotiation,  it  must  end  there.  The  de- 
bate had,  in  his  opinion,  laid  ihe  foundation  for  that 
adjustineni;  il  tiad  produced  unanimity,  and  rendered 
It  |>raeticable  to  settle  Uie  question  peaceably  and 
honorably 


Mr.  Jltlen  said  it  would  not  be  right  any  longer  lo 
sen    ciiosen    lo   "'='^"°\'7    '■;■"'    "T  ,■;   :;,;■■■; I  acquiesce-to  remain  quiet  and  li,len  to  the  repeli- 
himse      therefore,  who   had   paralyzed  the  arm  ot     .  ^     r  .i        .   .  ...  .t,       • 

uiuiscii,  U1CICIUK7,  r        J  _„,„„,„„„„    tion  of   the    statement   Inal  Ihis   discussion,  or    any 

the  government.     The  discussion  did  nol  commence  ' 
among    those    who    belie\ed    that   our   title   above 


49  was  defective.     They  entered  into  it  only  in  self- 
defence. 

Mr.  Calhoun  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion; aiid  il  havmg  been  reail,  Mr.  C.  proci  eded  to 
say  ihat  he  had  felt  some  emharraasment  upon  all 
the  questions  relating  to  Oregon,  lor  the  reason  that 
they  presented  themselves  under  a  double  aspect — 
Under  one  aspect  negotiations  had  been  commenced, 
and  had  lailed;  under  Ibe  olher  aspect  ihey  were  still 
pending.  It  »vas  almost  impossible  to  conceive  of 
t«o  cases  which  required  a  nioie  directly  opposite 
course.  Tending  negotiation  it  would  be  exceeding- 
ly improper  lo  pass  the  resi  kitioii.  If  negoliaiion 
was  ended,  the  senate,  being  called  on  lo  determine 
upon  certain  acts  to  he  done  or  omitted,  it  was  high 
1}  proper  Ihat  it  should  be  passed,  and  thai  lliey 
should  have  all  the  inlormalion  which  could  be  coin- 
Diunicaltd  lo  them  upon  the  sutijecl.  The  question 
was,  Iheii,  which  was  the  stronger  probability.  Bui, 
as  the  call  deterred  to  the  disrretion  of  ihe  president, 
and  as  he  thought  the  president  had  too  much  firm- 
ness lo  communicate  any  thing  which  it  would  be 
improper  lo  cominuiiicale,or  which  would  prejudice 
the  public  interest,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
rely  on  the  president's  discretion;  and  if  there  was 
inlormalion  which  might  be  communicaled,  it  was 
belter  that  they  should  have  the  whole  of  il  under 
their  views.  Willi  all  deference  lo  the  executive, 
Iberelore,  and  wishing  to  produce  no  embarrasuienl 
whalevcr,  he  should  leel  liiiuself  compelled  lo  vole 
in  lavor  ol  ihe  rail.  But,  as  he  had  said,  that  was 
Dol  ihe  only  suhjecl  ol  tmbariassmcnt.  The  chair- 
Diali  ol  lliu  coininiuee  on  lort  :gn  relations  had  used 
language  which  was  calculated,  il  not  intended,  lo 
cast  a  serious  iiiipulaliun  up^ii  senators.  The  gen- 
llemaii  coii>plaiiied  thai  utnulors  had  made  oul  a 
slronger  case  lor  Great  liriiam  iliuii  they  had  lor 
Ihemselvea.  He  suppuied  that  he  was  included 
anions  ttiu»e  of  whom  llic  gentleiiian  complained.— 
Forteruin  reatoiis  be  did  nol  leel  himsell  bound  to 
go  iiilo  Uie  qucalioii  of  lille,  Ihougti  he  was  very  lar 
horn  CBUSUMUg  those  who  did.     But  he  would  appeal 


ny 
thing  which  occurred  here,  had  produced  a  unanimi- 
ty in  the  surrender  of  one  half  ol  the  Oregon  territo- 
ry. He  knew  not  what  geullemm  understood  by 
unaniiuily;  but  he  Ihoughi  thai,  when  ihe  vole  was 
taken  up  iii  this  qiiesiion,  il  would  be  found  that  a 
large  majority  of  those  who  caine  here  as  democrats 


tciiti,  and  Wondbrida 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashler.  Aiherlon,  Baaby, 
Breese.  Ca.ss,  Cliriliners,  Dickinson,  Dis,  Fairfield,  Hay- 
wood. Jenness.  Niles,  Pennybackcr,  Sevier,  SiurgeOHi 
and  Turney— 17. 

The  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  be 
Vequesied  10  communicate  to  ihe  senate  copies  ol  any 
Correspondence  that  may  have  taken  place  b-tween  the 
antliorines  of  the  Uniicd  Stales  and  those  of  Great  Bri- 
tain since  the  last  documeni  transmiiied  toconaress,  in 
relation  lo  llie  subject  of  ihe  Oregon  tc-rriiorr,  or  s.i  much 
lliereof  as  may  he  conimunicated  without  detriment  10 
the  public  inierfst. 

April  13.  The  following  message  was  received: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  Ihe  senate  of  Ihe 
lllh  inst.,  calling  for  *'copies  of  any  cor.'espondence 
Ihat  may  have  taken  place  between  the  aiithorilies  of 
the  United  Slates  and  those  of  Great  Britain,  since 
the  last  documents  transmitted  to  congress  in  relation 
to  the  subject  of  the  Oregon  territory,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  communicated  without  detriraent 


re  against  any  such  unanimily  as  that.  There  Kj  ,he  public  inleresi,"  I  have  to  stale  thai  no  corres- 
as  one  way  ol  creating  public  opinion  and  produc-  pondence  in  relation  to  the  Oregon  territory  has  la- 
•  an  efiecl  abroad;  and  11  had  been  attempted  here;  I  |(e„    pi^ce   between  the   Eutnorities   of  the   United 


and  thai  vv  as  lo  assume  that  llie  lliiug  was  all  done — 
was  all  fixed — all  agreed  upon — and  the  people  had 
no  remedy,  but  must  acquiesce  in  what  had  been 
done. 

What  evidence  had  the  honorable  senator  of  the 
unanimity  of  which  he  spoke?  Il  was  just  such 
speeches  as  that  of  Ihe  honorable  senator  from  IS. 
Carolina  of  which  he  complained,  as  being  calculal 
ed  lo  paralyze  Ibe  eflbrl  of  Uie  guvernuieiit  in  ex- 
tending her  laws  commensuralc  with  ber  claims. 

Alter  a  few   further  obaervalioiis,   CVlr.  ^Ikn  gave 
way,  at  the  suggestion  of  Air.  McDnffie,  to  a  motion 
that  the  senate  proceed   lo  Ihe  cunsideralion  of  the  I 
special  order.  "  j 

Special  order.  The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  : 
cunsideralion  of  ti.e  Oregon  resolutions;  when — Mr. 
Mangum  rose  and  addressed  ihe  senate  at  some  j 
length. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  .3/.'eii,  the  senate  proceeded  to  | 
Ihe  consideration  ol  execulive  b.isincas,  aud,  alter  | 
some  tune  spent  therein,  aiijuurnud.  | 

April  10.  Mr.  Fairfield  spoke  at  length  in  refer-  '■ 
eiice  lo  the  speeeb  of  Mr.  Webster  on  the  selileinenl  I 
ol  the  N.  E.  boundary,  a  selileinenl  which  he  con-! 
tended,   though  acquiesced  in  by  Alaine,  slie  was  lie- ' 


Slates  and  those  of  Great  Britain  since  the  dale  of 
the  last  documents  on  Ihe  subject  iransmilled  by  me 
lo  congress.  James  K.  Polk. 

Washington,  April  13,  1846. 

Mr.  Webster  observed  Ihat  this  seemed  lo  be  a 
complete  response  to  the  inquiry;  but  it  did  not  by 
any  means  exclude  the  idea  of  a  correspondence  be- 
tween the  department  of  state  here  and  the  Ameri- 
can minister  in  Londoh.  Il  seemed  lobe  generally 
understood,  he  said,  that  there  were  letters  from  Mr. 
.McL  ine,  but  they  were  nol  included  in  the  terms  of 
the  call. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Clayton  observed  that  all  ihat  had  been 
asked  lor  was  correspondence  between  the  two  gov- 
ernments. As  for  the  letters  of  Mr.  McLane,  it 
might  not,  perhaps,  be  considered  allogelber  proper 
that  Ihey  should  be  made  public. 

Mr.  Webster  would  only  say  that  nothing  was  more 
common,  or  more  proper,  than  to  ask  lor  copies  of 
correspondence  between  our  govcriimeni  and  our 
ministers  abroad.  He  did  nol  complain  of  llie  omis- 
sion, however,  in  Ihe  present  case. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  .Men,  the  communication  was 
ordered  to  be  prinled. 

Oregon.     Mr.   .iUtn  suggested  that   a  day  should 


satisfied  with.  Mr.  F.  piocieded  lo  show  the  !  be  named  on  which  senators  would  be  w  illing  to  lake 
dibadvaiiiages  resulting  lo  Maine  Iroui  the  Aslihur- '  Ihe  question  on  the  Oregon  notice  resolutions.  Mr. 
Ion  treaty — disadvantages  which,  in  his  opinion,  were  j  A.  gave  notice  Ihal  he  would  move  to  lay  on  llie  la- 
by  no  means  compensated  for  by  ihe  equivalents  she  1  ble  Ihe  resolution  reported  by  the  comniillee  on  fo- 


received. 

Mr.  Webster  briefly  rejoined,  and  pointed  oul  the 
benefits  conferred  upon  Maine  by  the  treaty,  and 
muinlained  that  it  was  as  good  a  treaty  as  she  had 
any  ngbt  to  expect. 


reign  relaliuns,  and  lo  lake  up  the  resoluiiun  sent 
from  the  houjo  of  rcpreseiUalives,  lu  order  to  lest 
Ihe  sense  of  the  senate  upon  thai  resolution.  Mr.  A. 
suggested  Wednesday  or  Thursday  uexilor  iheques- 

llOD. 
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,,        „     .     J  11    „,„„,   k„i  „„i  a,  fi«inff  a  I  which  the  detiocralic  party,  nf   which  Mr.  B.  is  a  |   at  once  impeacheil,  nnd  he  should  have   immf.lialo 

:''/-.„^"",^"'.r"'ir?.i  ;  on  the  varioa,  p'^^    melnber,  should  be  .rateluL  Iflhe  house  transcend-  j  notice  of  it.  ,  'I  ha.  wns  the  wa;  to  proceed,  and  not 


resuliilio:.,   subaiilted    bj    Mr.   J.  M    Clayton,    was^pn 
adopted. 

R, joined,  That  ihe  secretary  ol  Slate  be  direcied  lo  ,  ,.  .„-.i„i 

cmMiuunic.te  to  ihese.mle  uuy  proc'edins-sor  d™tsi„ns    his  objections.     Mr.  B.  then  expalialed 
of  the  c..mmis«ioners  sitting  under  the  treaty  of  Pans  by  '  propriety  of  inlerferini    >vilh  the  peculiar  rei-ponsi- 
which  any  claims  for-sp'-liatiimsiin  AiniTiean  cotninerce  ,  bilities  of  the  executive  and    its  officers  lu  the   di9- 
by  the  French  prior  to  the  raiifionrion  of  the  French  con-    charge  of  its  leijitinialo  duties 


Mr.  /,10-frsoii.  accepted  the  modification.  |  any  other  purpose,  he  could  not  have  it  without  the 

Mr.  Bmjiy,  said  this  modification  removed  some  of;  order  of  .lulin  Tyler,  and  the  inquiry  oui;lil  to  be  di- 


thi 


vention  c)f  30th  ofSepie.rber-.lSOO,  were  rejected  or  dis- 
allowed by  said  commissuner.s,  logeiher  with  the  reasons, 
if  anv,  ns^jinned  by^aid  commissioners  theretor. 

Clierokees.  A.  message  was  presented  in  relation 
to  the  Cherokee  Indians.  Read  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.     [See  page  98.] 

Oregon   notice.     Mr.    I'pham   who  was  entitled  to 


Mr.  Hilliiird,  arose,  and  deprecated  the  difference 


reeled  against  liiui,  ai.il  not  Daniel   Webs 

A.  said  the  call  was  fur  paperj  connected  with  tba 

nejoliation  of  the  Asliburlon  treaty. 

Mr.  Ini^crsoll,  in  a  side  way.     "It  is  not  so." 
.Mr.  jjclaiiis  sail!  he  did  not  then  know  Hhal  Irans- 


which  seems  to  have  arisen  lielween  t>vo  gentlemen  '  action  the  call  alluded  to,  and  proceeded  to  speak  of 

'  the  coalition  between  the  United  Stales  and  the 
state  of  New  Yoik  in  relation  to  the  McLcod  case, 
and  could  see  no  good  that  could  result  from  a  pro- 
iluction  of  the  corresp'ndence  upon  that  subject. — 
He  observed  that  Ihc  resolution  must  be  very  much 
pared  down  before  he  could  vwte  for  it — not  because 


hose  reputations    have  become  public  property. 
He  did  not  think  the  inquiry  a  fit  subject  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  hou-e.     After  speaking  in  hono- 
rable   terms  of  .Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  H.  said,  that  be- 

ause  he  was  his  friend   he  would  vote  for  the  resi 


the  fljjr  beins  prevented  attendinz  by  indisposition;  ■  imjon    and  be  hoped  every  whig  would  do  the  sam   ,  ,  . 

Mr.    Hunlingclon  arose   and   addressed  the  senate, '  j,„(i  ^e  felt  confident  wlien  all  the  expose  shall  have  |  he  would  screen  the  i;enlleman   against    whooi  it  i> 


been  made  which  the  resolution  calls  for,  lite  hono- 
rable senator  will  stand  forth  above  all  such  injuri- 
ous suspicion.     Mr    H    could  not  tolerate  Its  idea. 

Mr.  M'tiil/irnp,  arose,  and  said  he  was  proud  to  de- 
clare himself  the  friend  of  the  distinguished  senator 
who  was  assailed,  and  he  therefore  would   vole  for 


directed.  He  can  take  care  of  himsell',  but  he  it 
not  here  to  do  it;  le!  him  be  attacked  face  to  face, 
atid  he,  (said  .Mr.  A  )  would  rather  bo  any  where 
than  in  the  place  of  him   who  attacks  him. 

Mr.  JiigersaU  here  again  modified  his  resolution  by 
directing  the  inquiry  to  the  president,  instead  of  the 


and  spoke  in  liivor  of  accompanying  the  notice,  if  it 
should  be  given,  with  the  expression  of  a  strong  .le- 
sire  for  an  honorable  and  fair  compromi-e— a 
mutual  concession  ol  a  pait  of  the  extreme  claims 
of  both  parlies.  He  also  argued  in  favor  of  com- 
promise 
The  senate  adjourned  after  an  executive  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESli;NTATlVf:s. 
TBDRsDtT,  April  9  Mr.  C.  J-  Ii'sersnll,  arose 
and  made  a  speech  personal  to  himsetl  and  his  re 
lations  in  reierence  to  his  charges  made  in  his  late 
speech  on  the  Oregon  question  against  the  honorable 
Da7iiti  HV6s(fr  of  the  senate,  of  corruption  and  oial  .  „ 

adminisiralioii  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the    withholding  what  might  show  him  in  his  true  light,  i  jdanie.    Mr.  Y.  continued  hn  speech  ai  considerable 
ate,  during    Mr.    i'yler's  ad-        Mr   Holmes,   thouglit   the    inquiry    improper,  un      length  in  disparagement  of  the   character  of  Danie] 


ofGce  of  secralary  of  stati 

ministration,  and  in  referenee  to  .Mr.  IVebster'i 


the  resolution.     The  fame  of  the  assailed    will  live  \  secretary  of  slate. 

and  adorn  his  country's  annals.  But  Mr.  W.  hopes  i\]r.  luiicci/,  arose  and  maintained  that  as  the  mo- 
Ihe  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  j  n^y  power  rested  to  the  house  of  representatives,  the 
may  not  prevail.  Mr.  VV.  is  unwilling;  to  trust  his  re-  [  ^aii  was  proper  and  juit.  Mr.  Y.  assailed  personally 
puiation  to  the  discretion  of  a  president  and  secre- 1  ||,e  character  of  .Mr.  H'ebila;  and  in  reference  to 
tarj  of  slate  who  have  ever  been  liis  hosliles  in  po-  I  ^^^  Uitiimd's  remarks,  replied  that  if  the  repiiiation 
litical  action.  He  would  not  give  ihem  a  pretext  |  „f  our  i  •  unlry  abroad,  depended  upon  the  reputa- 
(of  garbling  and  sending  forth  what  might  injure  tiy  |  ij„n  of  Daniel  Web-ler,  he  would  hang  his  head  in 
.r>. .,._■.._  ,  ...!..(  nii^hi  show  him  in  his  true  light.  |  jdame.    Mr.  Y.  continued  hn  speech  ai  cunsiderablt 

I 


reialiation  upon  the  character  of  .Mr.  (■■  J  Ingeiso!^ 
made  in  his  speech  in  the  senate  chamber  on  the 
day  before  yesterday.  After  some  continued  re- 
marks, Mr.  I.  concluded  by  submitting  the  follow- 
ing: 

RtsolveJ,  That  the  secretary  of  state  furnish  this 
house  an  account  of  all  payments  made  on  the  presi- 
deni's  certificates,  from  the  fund  appropriated  by 
law,  through  the  agency  of  that  department,  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  since  the 
4lh  of  March,  la41;  with  copies  of  all  entries,  re- 
ceipts, letters,  vouchers,  memorandums,  or  oiner 
evidence  oi  such  payments;  to  whom  paid,  for  what, 
rlheastern 


^ere    wise,  and  inexpedient. 


Mr.  Seddoii,  said  that  with  the  motives  for  this  re- 
solution, wliellier  excited  by  the  stings  of  privo'e  re- 
sentment, or  by  considerations  of  public  duty  he 
had  nothing  to  do.  He  deprecated  any  parly  bias  to 
swerve  the  judgment  of  the  question.  The  opportu- 
nity of  investigation  should,  to  such  a  charge  so 
made,  be  offered  by  this  ihe  grand  inquest  of  the  na- 
tion. It  was  due  to  this  house,  to  the  nation,  and 
to  the  senator  himself.  Mr.  S.  does  not  accord  with 
Ihe  senator  in  a  single  political  opinion  of  moment, 
but  he  values  his  reputation  and  character  as  na- 
tional properly,  and  his  tame  that  had  spread  through 
tiie  civilized  world.  He  would  move  Ihe  following 
ndinenl.     Alter    1841,  insert  "until   the  r»iire 


Webster. 

Mr.  Hi//inrd,  replied,  in  glowing  vindication  of  his 
character,  and  reputation  at  home  where  kin-wn,  and 
abroad.  M.  H.  said  he  would  quit  public  life,  would 
go  into  obscurity,  and  seek  some  darker  place  than 
this  hall  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days,  belore 
he  would  sit  by  quietly  and  see  a  man  mighty  in  his 
country's  estimation,  and  in  the  estimation  of  lh« 
world,  and  loo,  who  is  not  present,  thus  allrmpled  to 
be  struck  down.  -Mr.  H.  does  not  hold  himself  re- 
sponsible for  Mr.  W's  errors;  but  Mr.  H.  believes 
him  a  man  innocent  of  such  offences  as  thus  charged 
with. 

iMr.  Oixoii  proposed  the  following  additional  reso- 
lution as  an  amendment  to  Mr.  IiigeisoU's  resolution: 


and    particulaily    all    concerning    Ihe  ,„,...,. .,.-,   

boundary  dispute  wnh  Great  Britain.     Also,  copies    „,g|,i  ^f  u^niel   Webster   from   the  department  of        Rr!.olved further,  That,  in  addition  to  the 
of  whatever   communications    were    made  from  the  !  gjaigii  tion  above  called   (or,  the  president  be  rtqii.stcdto 

secretary  of  stale  during  the  last  session  of  the  i!7lh  1  ^^l^_  j  q  ^jiiam  wished  the  housejto  divest  itself  of;  lurnisb  to  this  house  an  account  ol  the  expmditure 
congress;  pailiciilarly  February,  1»43,  to  Mr.  Cush  i  g^g^j,  feeim.'  ol  personality;  and,  having  so  divested  i  of  all  secret  service  money  since  the  4ih  day  of 
ing  and  Mr.  Adams,  members  of  the  committee  of  j  ||n,„ell  he  "could  not  vole  for  the  resolution.  He  |  March,  1837,  and  particularly  in  the  negoiialioni 
this  house  on  foreign  aliairs,  of  the  wish  of  the  presi-  !  ii,^,,  jpuke  of  the  course  of  the  goveininenl  hereto  '.  and  proceedings  relating  in  any  manner  to  the  an- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  institute  a  special  mis- 1  i-y^g  ,„  relation  to  secret  service  money,  which,  so  1  nexation  of  Texas,  by  treaty,  or  otherwise,  and  the 
sion  to  Greal  Britain.  Also,  copies  of  all  letters  on  I  i-g,  as  his  experience  and  knowledge  exlended,  had  |  service  for  which  ana  the  names  ol  the  persons  to 
the  books  of  the  deparlment  of  state  to  any  officer  of  ]  t,gen  f„|.  legitimate  and  proper  purposes.  He  thought  i 
the  United  States  or  any  person  in  New  York  con-  j  ij.g  resolution  was  noi  properly  directed.  The  pre- 
cerning  Alexander  MeLeod.  ;  sidenl   alone,  by   the   law,  was    responsible    lor  the  [ 

/Jcsolued,  That  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  j  expenditure  ol  this  fund.  He  must  give  the  order  j 
this  tiouse  on  loreign  affairs  submit  to  the  house  the  j  (^^  n,  application,  and  be  must  know  for  what  pur-  i 
journal  or  minutes  of  that  committee  during  the  last ,  p^^g  it  was  expended.  The  resolution  ought  to  be 
session  of  the  a7ih  congiess.  [  addiessed  lo  John  Tyler,  and  nut  lo  the  present  pre-  j 

A  protracted  and  exciting  debate  ensued.  ;  jjuentand  secretary  of  stale.  Ifany  person  ischargea-  I 

Mr.  McKay,  inquired  of  the  mover,  if  his  call  con- ^  ^^^  „ii^^  impurity  or  corruption  in  the  expenditure 
templateU  any  thing   further  than  the  president's  or-  :  aHujed  lo,  it   must  be   John   Tyler,  and  nut  Daniel  j 


der  or  cerlificaies 
Mr.  C.  X  IngersoU,  an9*ered  that  it  did. 


Webster. 
Mr.    C.  J.  IngersoU   interrupted    Mr.  Mams,  and 


(iiom  all  said  money  was  paid. 

Mr.  IngersoU  acrepteu  the  proposition  of  Mr.  .Sirf- 
i/oii  as  a  lurther  luodifieation  of  his  resolution. 

The  main  question,  after  divers  efforts  therefore 
during  the  course  of  the  debate  had  failed,  was  now 
ordered  by  yeas  1U8,  najs  7U. 

Mr.  Dixon's  amendment  stood,  yeas  64,  nays  113; 
therefore  rejected. 

Mr.  IngersolCs  resolution  as  amended  by  Mr.  Sed- 
don,  was  then  passed  by  136  yeas  to  28  nays.  Those 
who  voted    in  the  negative  were: 

NAY'S— Messrs.   John   Q.  Adams,  Arnold,    Ash- 


said   that   Jonn    lyierwas   inooecov  .o  ..,.=  ,^op>.^.,    ........ —yly,  James   A.  Black,  Blanchard,  Brocken- 

he  wauled  to  get   at  his  guilty  secretary   of  state,  j  brough,  Burt,  W.  W.Campbell,  Cranston,    Garrett 
who  had  abused  his  trust  and    the  conhdence  of    the  ,  Davis,    Dockeiy,  E.  |      Ewing    Grider,  Grinnell,  I. 

K.  Holmes,  Hudson,  Hunter,  I  lios.  B  King,  McHen- 


sident. 


Mr.  J\Ick'ay  said  that  he  should  oppose  the  resolu-  |  ^aid   that   Jonn    lyler  was  innocent  m  this  respect; 
tions  and  gave  his  reasons  at  large  for  so   doing. — 
Tlie  precedent  would  prove  injurious.     The  expen- 
diture of  secret  service  money  resied  wholly  on  the 
aulhorily  ot  the  president;  and  by   law,  be  cannot  be 

called  upon  lo  show  the   purposes    or  circuuislances     „,„„,,„  „.^  ,„„„^ ,  >.„,„,     j  w      i,     i  a  ,t     i   u       ■ 

of  US  expenditure.  But  official  reports  show  that  ^  could  draw  the  money.  It  any  Iraud  or  peculation  ;  The  McLeod  case.  Mi.  llayty  moved  the  lollowing 
the  whole  amount  of  secret  expenditures  from  1829  '  |,ad  been  committed,  which  be  did  not  bei.eve,  iMr.  j  resolulion:  -j     .     r  .,      ,,-_,,, 

lo  1843  amount  lo  only  a  fraction  over  «5,UUU,  tie.  i  pvler  must  be  held  accountable.  The  money  could  |  Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  blate, 
r  Al  a  subsequent  slage  of  the  debate,  Mr.  McKay  j  only  be  touched  by  order  of  the  president.  Mr.  A.  I  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the  house  of  represeiila- 
^         ■  •        -^    ■ —.ul'  held  ttiat  a  man  could  be  impeached  alter  he  retired  ;  lives.  It  not  inconsisleiit  wilh  the  public  Mitere-i,  CO 


Mr  JIdayns  said  the  secretary  of  state  had  no  power  '  ry,  Miller,  Moseley,  Julius  Kock*ell,  Sjeheuck,  Se- 
louch  the  money.   The  order  of  Ibe  president  alone  ;  vcranee,  Simpson,  ■I'ruinan  Smith,  rilden— 28. 


willidiew  his  opposition,  and  said  he    would  assent 


of  ttie   correspondence,   in    Ihe  year   1841,  be- 


lU:^ 


iMLHS'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  18,  1846— SPEECH  OF  MR.  CASS. 


Saturday,  April  U.  Mr.  Wmlhrop,  asked  leave 
to  make  a  personal  explanation,  and  to  make  his 
stalennenls  correctly  known,  he  had  incorporated 
them  into  notes  which  he  would  write  out  at  his  lei- 
sure. 

Mr.  Winthrop,  then  denied  that  Mr.  frci.-fer  was 
in  any  sense  whutever,  the  pensioned  agent  of  the 
manufacturers,  or  of  anybody  else.  The  statement 
was  true  only  in  (he  smae  ihat  Mr.  Webster  had  liad 
an  annuity  placed  to  his  credit  by  some  of  the  com- 
mercial citizens  of  Boston.  From  love  and  respect 
for  the  public  man,  without  his  consent  and  without 
his  knowledge,  they  had  shown  that  regard  for  him 
which  evinced  their  own  good  feelings,  and  which 
was  eminently  to  their  credit.  Mr.  Webster  had 
only  been  acquainted  with  this  fact  wilhin  len  days 
past,  and  Mr.  mnthrup  read  an  extract  from  the  let- 
ter accompanying  the  statement  made  to  Mr.  H'ebsler. 
Mr.  W.  said  it  was  with  infinite  sorrow  and  disgust 
that  he  alluded  to  those  personal  matters,  so  entirely 
irrelevant  to  any  proper  question  before  the  houst-, 
and  which  had  been  dragged  into  the  debate  to  injure 
a  public  man.  What  was  done  he  regarded  as  of 
the  highest  credit  to  his  constituents,  ajid  an  act  in 
no  wise  discreditable  to  the  worthy  senator  who  had 
received  this  mark  of  friendship  and  conBdenee  from 
a   portion  of  the   people  of  his  state.     Mr.  Webster 


Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state  be  directed 
to  inform  this  house  whether  any  person  has  been 
permitted  to  violate  thesecrecy  of  the  department  of 
state  by  examination  of  the  confidential  and  private 
papers  or  documents  which  are  plactd  in  his  keeping, 
and  if  so,  when  said  violation  took  place,  and  by 
whom  it  was  committed;  or  whether  he  has  com- 
rounicated  to  any  person  any  parts  of  the  contents  of 
such  papers  or  documents  which  are  thus  confiden- 
tially in  his  keeping,  and  if  so,  to  whom  and  when 
said  communication  was  made. 

The  chair,  (Mr.  Hopkins  officiating)  ruled  the 
amendment  out  of  order,  as  not  being  of  a  kindred 
subject  with  tl;e  original  proposition.  Mr.  ^islimun 
replied. 

An  adjournment  was  moved  by  Mr.  Hamlin,  which 
prevailed.     And  the  house  adjourned  accordingly. 

FjiiDAj,  AriiiL  10.  Mr.  Hiltiard,  of  Ala.,  asked 
leave  to  make  a  personal  explanation  of  some  re- 
marks of  Ills  which  had  been  misunderstood  and  mis- 
represented by  the  prejudice  of  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  house  whose  impatience  was  so  great 
that  he  was  not  allowed  to  say  what  he  intended  or 
heard  in  what  he  said. 

The  resolutinn  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bayly  and 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Mimun  were  taken 
up. 

The  speaker  decided  the  amendment  was  not  in 
order;  and  aftersome  words  between  .Messrs. .4s/i»m>i 
and  Houston,  in  which  the  latter  put  the  question  to 
Mr.  A.  if  he  knew  anything  of  the  facts  implied  in 
his  inquiry,  and  to  which  .Mr.  A.  responded — "vote 
for  the  resolution  and  you  will  see," — an  appeal  was 
taken  by  Mr.  A.,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  CM,  of 
Cfa.,  was  laid  upofi  the  table  by  a  vote  of  105  to  62. 
(A  party  vote.) 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  when 
Mr.  Dixon,  of  Connectieut,  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted,  calling 
for  the  secret  service  fund. 

A  point  of  order  was  raised  that  the  call  had  been 

executed,  and  therefore  the  motion  was  not  in  order. 

The    point  of  order  gave  rise  to  debate,  but  was 

overruled  by  the  speaker,  and  the  decision  sustained 

by  the  house. 

Mr.  Dixon,  then  went  on  to  vindicate  Mr.  Webster 
from  the  particular  aspersions  cast  upon  him  by  Mr. 
IngersoH  and  Mr.  Yancey.  He  designed  to  retort— 
and  would  ask  first  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
if  he  had  ever  said  that  "had  he  lived  in  the  days  of 
the  revolution  he  would  have  been  a  tory!" 
Mr.  IngersoU — "I  did  say  so." 
Mr.  Dixon — "And  you  had  a  right  to  say  so.  And 
now  will  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  tell  me, 

if  the  head  of  the  state  department  was  not  a  mem-  j  examination  and  public  inspection.' 
ber  of  the  federal  party  during  the  war.'"  Mr.  Yancey,  said  he  bad  found  these  charges  in  a 

Mr.  Charles  J.  IngersoU,  said  that  he  was,  but  that  |  newspaper,  iind  as  they  were  against  a  public  man 
he  was  a  young  man— and,  sir,  said  Mr.  I.,  he  never  »  ho  had  been  arraigned  on  this  floor,  he  held  that 
burned  any  blue  lights  whatever.  he  had  a  right  to  make  use  of  them. 

Mr.  Dixon— "I  suppose   Uie  gentleman  alludes  to  I      K'fle  regiment.— Tba  house  then   took  up  the  bill 


and  it  was  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
that  he  expected  Mr.  Polk  particularly  alluded, 
when  he  said  that  he  offered  49°  out  of  respect  to 
his  prederpssors. 

i\Ir.  McHenry's  amendment  was  then  rejected. 

Mr.  Smi/A,  of  Conn.,  then  offered  an  amendment 
that  the  Inw  should  not  be  applied  lo  British  subjects 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  until  directed  by  con- 
gress. Mr.  S.  argued  that  as  the  bill  now  fras,  the 
executive  had  power  to  carry  on  war  independently 
of  congress,  and  he  therefore  had  moved  a  substitute 
to  the  whole  hill. 

Mr.  Tlmrnian,  of  Ohio,  made  a  long  speech  in  de- 
fence of  the  right  of  the  U.  S.  to  54'3  40'. 

Mr.  Daniels,  of  N.  C.  was  opposed  to  the  expres- 
sion of  any  boundary  in  the  bill.  If  congress  had 
confidence  in  the  executive  they  could  allow  him  to 
defend  the  rights  of  the  United  States  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Wooeward,  of  S.  C,  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Conn.  He  desired  that  there 
should  be  some  limit  in  the  bill  to  the  point  of  juris- 
diction, and  Ihat  the  territorial  jurisdiction  should 
be  extended  over  the  whole  of  Oregon  to  the  Russian 
line.  He  did  not  claim  the  whole  of  Oregon,  and 
complained  of  the  outrage  which  had  been  done  to  his 
opinion  as  well  as  lo  those  of  his  friends,  in  the  com- 


now  been  elected  three  limes  a  senator  in  con-    ments  made  upon   a  bill  which  passed  the  house  the 


gress  by  the  slale  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  people 
of  that  commonwealth  had  Ihe  most  undiminished 
confidence  in  his  integrity  and  devotedness  to  the 
public  service. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  Ala.,  was  also  permitted  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  The  explanation  of  Mr.  ff'in- 
Ihrop,  Mr.  Y.  said,  bore  him  out  m  the  main  fact  of 
his  argument.  It  was  denied  that  he  was  the  pen- 
sioned agent  of  manufacturers,  but  it  was  admitied 
that  he  was  in  receipt  of  favors  from  the  commer- 
cial men  of  Massachusetts.  And  now,  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  would  gratify  him  so  far, 
he  would  like  to  know  who  was  the  author  of  the 
letter  just  read  and  announcing  the  transmission  of 
the  intelligence  in  regard  to  the  annuity. 

Mr.  JVinthrop,  said  that  really  his  curiosity  had  not 
gone  so  far  in  diving  into  the  secrets  of  other  gentle- 
men, as  to  ask  for  the  author  of  the  communication 
to  Mr.  Webster.  He  had  been  seeking  for  the  facts 
in  reference  to  the  charges  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, and  had  not  thought  of  seeking  the  information 
asked  for  by  the  honorable  member.  But  he  would 
ask  that  member,  and  the  members  of  this  hou-e, 
how  they  would  like  to  have  all  their  secret  history, 
and  all  that  their  friends  had  done  for  them,  or  their 
enemies  against  them,  arraigned  before  congress,  for 


last  congress. 

Mr.  Douglass  and  Mr.  Woodward  had  some  pointed 
remarks  between  them  as  to  the  character  of  this 
bill,  and  the  committee  then  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Farrnn. 

Mr.  Henley,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  in  refe- 
rence to  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the  Portland 
and  Louisville  canal,  proposing  a  canal  on  the  Indi- 
ana side. 

Mr.  Mams  asked  leave  to  be  discharged  from  cer- 
tain memorials  in  reference  to  the  tariff,  (referred  lo 
the  committee  on  manufactures)  and  that  they  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  wajs  and  means,  which 
committee,  it  is  now  understood,  have  the  subject  of 
the  tarifl' before  them. 

The  house  adjourned. 
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the  state  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  C.  X  IngersoU — "No,  to  certain  individuals.' 
Mr.  Diron— "Well,  then,  whether  made  in  refer 

cnce  to  individuals  or  state,  the  charge  is  not  true. 


for  raising  a  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen.  Thi 
question  pending  was  the  amendment  to  require  the 
officers  to  be  chosen  from  those  already  in  commis- 
sion, and  the  house  refused  to  undo  what  was  done. 


Mr.  IngersoU,  said  it  was  Decatur,  and  not  himself,  |  by  a  vote  of  88  to  80.  The  bill  was  then  passed  by 
who  was  responsible  for  it.  j  a  vote  of  138  to  35. 

Mr.  JJiion,  went  on  to  state  the  many  other  incon- I  .^  motion  was  made  to  reconsider,  which  gave 
gruities  in  the  administration  ranks,  both  as  regard-  I  ''1^''  '"  ''fb^te  between  Messrs.  Cobb  and  Jones,  of 
«d  persons  and  principles.     Tlie  tariff,  the  currency,    ^'""gmia.     The  house  refused  to  reconsider  tlie  vote. 


Dullilication,  internal  improvements,  and  every  pub 
lie  question  show  u  divided  opinion  in  the  ranks  of 
the  administration.  Mr.  D.  spoke  his  hour  and  with- 
drew his  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Daniels,  of  N.  C,  argued  that  the  minority 
were  seeking  to  draw  attention  from  the  main  ques- 
tiort  in  dispute,  by  calling  for  information  which  was 
not  relevant  to  what  was  in  dispute. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  Ala.,  spoke  nearly  an  hour  in  con- 
tinued animadversion  upon  Mr.  Wcb.ster.  Mr.  Y. 
said  that  he  [i.  e.  Mr.  Yancey]  would  loathe  any  poli- 
tical connexion  with  him,  and  also  spoke  of  his  be- 
ing "a  pensioned  agent  of  the  manufacturers,"  &c., 
&c. 

Mr.  Jlshmun,  denied  the  charges  and  called  for 
proof. 

The  motion  lo  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  tabic. 

itt/Ieiiien. — The  house  then  went  into  committee  of 
the  wliole  upon  the  senate  bill  for  raising  a  regiment 
of  mounted  riflemen. 

The  bill  was  discussed  for  an  hour,  when  amend- 
ments were  proposed. 

Mr.  McCmmeli,  oflercd  one  for  raising  21  regi- 
ments of  riflemen  which  received  four  votes  only. 

The    bill    was  linally    repurlid    to   the  house  with 
power  to   raise   a   single   rcgiinentof   riliemen,  and 
with  an  amendment  requiring   the  olhccrs  to  be  ap- 
pointed   from   those   already    in   the   service.     '" 
amendment  was  agreed  lo  tjy  to  83. 


As  amended  the  bill  was  sent  lo  the  senate, 

The   balance  of  the  session  was  given   to  private 

bills.     Two  were  debated  and  two  uuly  were  passed. 
The  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  April  14.  Mr.  Jlshmun,  3ro^e  and  in 
contradiction  to  a  statement  of  Mr.  Yancey,  who  had 
complained  of  iis  being  reported  by  the  correspon- 
dent of  the  Baltimore  American  that  Mr.  ./islunun 
had  denied  the  truth  of  his  charge  against  Mr  Web- 
ster, Mr.  A.  gave  the  coullrmatiun  lo  the  correctness 
of  Ihat  correspondent's  report.  Mr.  A.  said  he  diii 
deny  its  truth  and  Mr.  A,  in  addition  to  denying  ii 
had  called  for  the  proofs  of  his  charge.  Such  is  Mr. 
A's  position. 

Oregon  bill.  Mr,  Jldinns,  continued  Ihe  debate.— 
His  speech  formed 


THE     OREGON    QUESTION. 

Mr.  President:  I  do  not  rise  at  this  late  period 
to  enter  into  any  formal  consideration  of  the  prin- 
cipal topic  involved  in  the  proposition  now  pend- 
ing before  the  senate.  1  cannot  flatter  myself  that 
any  such  effort  of  mine  would  be  successful,  or 
would  deserve  to  be  so.  I  have  listened  attentively 
to  the  progress  of  this  discussion,  and,  whilst  I  ac- 
knowledge my  gratification  at  much  1  have  heard, 
still  sentiments  have  been  advanced  and  views  pre- 
sented in  which  1  do  not  concur,  and  from  which, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  trespassing  upon  the  indul- 
gence of  the  senate,  I  must  express  my  dissent,  and 
briefly  the  reasons  of  it.  But,  sir,  I  have  not  the 
remotest  intention  of  touching  the  question  of  the 
title  of  Oregon.  The  tribute  1  bring  to  that  subject 
is  the  tribute  of  conviction,  not  of  discussion — a  con- 
currence in  the  views  of  others,  not  the  presentation 
of  my  own.  The  whole  matter  has  been  phiced  iu 
bold  relief  before  the  country  and  the  world,  by  men 
far  more  competent  than  I  am  to  do  it  justice;  and 
justice  they  have  done  it.  The  distinguished  senator 
from  Soulli  Carolina,  who  filled  a  short  time  since 
the  office  of  secratary  of  state,  has  left  the  impress 
of  his  talents  and  intelligence  upon  his  correspond- 
ence witii  the  British  minister,  and  he  left  lo  an  able 
successor  to  finish  well  a  task  which  was  so  well  be- 
gun. And  upon  this  floor  the  senator  from  N.  York, 
(Mr.  Dix),  instructed  us,  while  he  gratified  us,  by  a 
masterly  vindication  of  tlie  American  litle,  and  he 
was  followed  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Dickinson),  and 
by  the  senator  from  Illinois,  (Mr,  Breese),  and  by 
others,  who,  have  done  honor  lo  themselves  while 
doing  good  service  to  the  country. 

Before,  however,  1  proceed  further  in  my  remarks, 
there  is  one  object   lo  which  1  will   make  a  passing 


ins  speecn  lormcii  in  some  respect  a  conliniialion  of  allusion.  As  lo  correcting  the  misrepresentations  of 
hi^  speech  on  givi,g  the  notice,  which  hud  been  cut  the  day,  whether  these  are  voluntary  or  mvolunlary, 
off  by  the  hour  rule      Mr.   A.   was   clearly  satisfied    he  that  seeks  to   doit  o„ly  prepares  for  himself  an 


of  our  exclusive  right  to  the 
54"  40'  of  north  latitud 


ly  prep; 
mole   territory  to  the  [  abundant  harvest  of  diappointment,  and,  1  may  add, 
.         .  .        ,^  -  .       .  ^^''-  ^'  '*'''   ""'  '""'=''    "'  vexalion.     I    seek  no  such  impracticable  object, 

base  himself  on  eilher  king's  grants  or  pope's  bulls.  In  limes  like  the  present,  when  interests  are  threat- 
but  Mr.  A,  considered  a  pope's  bull  as  presenting  as  cned,  passions  excited,  parties  animated,  and  when 
good  a  title  as  a  charier  or  ought  el.se  of  the  kind  '  momentous  questions  p,^;sent  themselv 
rom  an  English  king.     Mr.  A.   was  cut  off  by  the    lion,  and  the  public  mind  is  alive  lo  thei 


The  bouse  adjouroad. 


hour  rule. 

Mr.   Burt,  of  S.  C,  replied   with  some  earnest- 
ness to  the   speech   of  Mr.  Mams.     He  contended 
Ihe  j  that  Mr.  Mamsv/diS  entirely   responsible   for  much 
of  the  embarrassments  growing  out  of  the  question. 
I  He  was  respoosible  for  tbe  oH'er  of  Mr.  Gallatin, 


es  lor  solu- 
slightest  sen- 
sations, we  must  expect  that  those  upon  whose  action 
depends  the  welfare  if  not  the  destiny  of  the  country 
will  be  arraigned  and  assailed  and  condemned.  I 
presumed  we  arc  all  prepared  for  this.  We  have 
all  lived  long  enough  to  know  that  this  is  the  tax 
which  our  poeition  pays  to  its  elavation.     We  have 
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frequently  been  reminded  during  the  progress  of  this 
debate  of  the  responsibility  which  men  of  extreme 
opinions,  as  some  of  us  have  been  called,  must  en- 
counter, and  have  been  summoned  to  meet  it — to 
meet  the  consequences  of   the  measures  we  invoke. 

During  the  course  of  a  public  life  now  vericing  to- 
wards forty  years,  I  have  been  placed  in  many  a 
condilion  of  responsibilily:  and  often,  too,  when  I 
had  few  to  aid  me  and  none  to  consult.  I  have  found 
myself  able  to  march  up  to  my  duty;  and  no  respon- 
sibility, in  cities  or  in  lorests,  has  been  cast  upon 
me  which  I  have  not  readily  met.  As  it  is  with  me, 
80  it  is,  1  doubi  nut,  with  my  political  friends  who 
regard  this  whole  matter  as  J  do,  and  are  ready  to 
follow  it  to  itstinal  issue,  whatever  or  wherever  that 
may  be.  1  submit  to  honorable  senators  on  the  other 
side  of  the  chamber  whether  these  adjurations  pre 
in  good  taste?  Whether  it  is  not  lair  to  presume  that 
we  have  looked  around  us,  examined  what  in  our 
judgment  we  ought  to  do,  and  then  determined  to  do 
It,  come  what  may.'  This  gceat  controversy  with 
England  cannot  be  adjusted  without  a  deep  and  so- 
lemn rc'^ponsibiliiy  beiiie  cast  upon  all  of  us.  If 
there  is  a  responsibility  in  going  forward,  there  is  a 
responsitulity  in  standing  still.  Peace  has  its  dangers 
as  Well  as  war.  They  are  not,  indeed,  of  the  same 
kind,  but  they  may  be  more  lasting,  more  dishonora- 
ble, and  more  destructive  of  the  best  interests  of  the 
country,  because  destructive  of  those  hopes  and  sen- 
timents which  elevate  the  moral  above  the  material 
world.  Let  us,  then,  leave  to  each  member  of  this 
body  the  course  that  duty  points  out  to  him.  together 
with  the  responsibility  he  must  meet,  whether  ar- 
raigned at  I  he  tribunal  of  bis  conscience,  his  con- 
stituents, or  his  country. 

I  observe  that  as  well  myself  as  other  senators 
upon  Ihis  side  of  the  senate,  have  been  accused  ol 
dealing  in  rant  and  abuse — that,  I  believe,  is  the 
term — in  the  remarks  we  have  submitted  from  time  to 
time  upon  this  subject,  as  it  came  up  incidentally  or 
directly  for  consideration.  I  his  rant  and  abuse,  of 
course,  had  reference  to  remarks  upon  the  conduct 
and  pretensions  of  England.  1  should  not  have  ad- 
verted to  this  topic  had  it  not  been  that  the  honora- 
ble senator  from  North  Carolina,  (.Mr.  Haywood), 
not  now  in  his  place,  has  given  color  to  the  charge 
by  the  expression  of  his  "mortification  in  being 
obliged  to  concede  to  the  debates  in  the  British  par- 
liament a  decided  superiority  over  ourselves  in  their 
dignity  and  moderation.  He  expressed  the  hope 
that  "we  might  get  the  news  by  the  next  packet  of 
an  outrageous  di:baie  in  the  British  parliament;"  "at 
least  sutticient  to  put  them  even  with  us  on  th.it 
score."  Now,  Mr.  President,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
wail  for  the  next  packet  for  specimens  of  the  cour 
tesies  of  British  parliamentary  eloquence.  I  hold 
one  in  my  hand,  which  has  been  here  some  time,  and 
which,  Ironj  the  circumstances  and  from  the  station 
of  the  speaker,  1  at  least  may  be  permitted  to  refer 
to,  when  1  find  myself,  among  others,  charged  with 
participating  in  an  outrageous  debate,  and  when 
palnolisin  would  seem  to  demand  an  unbecoming 
exhibition  in  the  British  parliament  in  order  to  re- 
store, not  our  dignity,  but  our  self-co:ijplaceiicy. 

Now,  sir,  1  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  courtesies  of 
life,  public  and  private,  and  1  desire  never  to  depart 
from  them.  In  iJI  I  have  said,  1  have  not  uttered  a 
word  winch  ought  to  give  offence  even  to  political  fas 
tidiousness.  1  nave  spoken,  to  be  sure,  plainly,  as 
became  a  man  dealing  in  great  truths,  involving  the 
character  and  interests  of  his  country,  but  becom- 
iogly.  1  have  not,  indeed,  called  amoition  modera- 
tion, nor  cupidity,  philanthropy;  nor  arrogance,  hu- 
mility. Let  him  do  so  who  believes  them  such.  But 
I  have  heard  the  desire  of  the  west,  that  the  sacred 
rights  of  their  country  should  be  enforced  and  de- 
fended, called  IVesterii  amdily,  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States!  I  have  not  even  imitated  Lord  John 
Russell,  and  talked  of  blustering.  Still  less  have  1 
imitated  a  greater  than  Lord  John  Russell  lu  talents, 
and  one  higher  in  station,  though  far  lower  in  those 
qualities  that  conciliate  respect  and  esteem,  and 
preserve  them. 

He  who  seeks  to  know  the  appetite  of  the  British 
public  for  abuse,  and  how  greedily  it  is  catered  for, 
has  but  to  consult  the  daily  columns  of  the  British 
journals;  but  let  him  who  has  persuaded  himself  that 
all  13  decorum  in  the  British  parliament,  and  that 
these  legislative  halls  aie  but  bear-gardens  compar- 
ed with  It,  turn  to  the  speeches  sometimes  delivered 
there.  Let  him  turn  to  a  speech  delivered  by  the  se- 
cond man  in  the  reilcn,  by  the  late  Lord  Chancellor 
of  England,  the  Tbersites,  indeed,  of  his  day  and 
country,  but  with  high  intellectual  powers,  and  a 
fast  stock  of  information,  and  who  no  doubt  under- 
stands the  taste  of  his  countrymen,  and  knows  how 
to  gratify  it. 

1  have  no  pleasure  in  these  exhibitions,  which  les- 
sen the  dignity  of  human  nature;  but  we  must  look  to 
the  dark  as  well  as  the  brighlsidc  of  life,  if  we  desire 


to  bring  our  opinions  to  the  standard  of  experience. 
In  a  debate  in  the  British  house  of  lords,  on  the  Tlh  of 
April,  1843,  I  had  the  honor  to  be  the  subject  of  the 
vituperation  of  Lord  Brougham;  and  an  honor  I  sliall 
esteem  it,  under  the  circumstances,  as  long  as  the 
honors  of  this  world  have  any  interest  for  me.  I  shall 
make  no  other  allusion  to  the  matter  but  what  is  ne- 
cessary to  the  object  I  have  in  view,  to  exhibit  the 
style  of  debate  there,  so  much  lauded  here,  and  held 
up  to  our  countrymen  as  the  beau  ideal  of  all  that  is 
courteous  and  dignified  in  political  life.  "There 
was  one  man, "said  the  ex-chancellor, "who  was  the 
very  impersonation  of  mob-hostility  to  England.  He 
wished  to  name  him,  that  the  name  might  be  clear 
as  the  guilt  was  undividcrl.  He  meant  general  Cjss, 
whose  breach  of  duty  to  his  own  government  was  so 
discr<;dilable,  and  evci  mori.  fljgrant  than  his  breach 
of  duty  to  humanity  as  a  man,  and  as  the  free  de- 
scendant of  free  English  parents,  and  whose  conduct 
in  all  those  particulars  it  was  impossible  to  pass 
over  or  palliate.  This  person  who  had  been  sent  to 
maintain  pence,  and  to  reside  at  Paris  for  that  pur- 
pose, after  pacific  relations  had  been  established  be- 
tween France  and  England,  did  his  best  to  break  it, 
whether  by  circulation  of  statetnenls  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  international  law.  of  which  he  had  no  more 
conception  than  of  the  languages  that  were  spoken 
III  the  moon,  [loud  laughter],"  [this  scarcasni  pro- 
voked their  grave  lordshifis  to  merriment),  "or  by 
any  other  arsiuni'-nts  of  reason,  of  which  he  had  no 
more  capacity  than  he  had  for  understanding  legal 
points  and  differences."  "For  that  purpose  he  was 
not  above  pandering  to  the  worst  mod  feeling  in  the 
United  Slates" — "a  lawless  set  of  rabble  politicians  of 
inferior  cast  and  stution"  "a  grovelling,  groundling  set 
of  poiilictans'" — "a  set  of  mere  rabble,  as  contradistin- 
guished from  peisons  qj'propeily.  ofrefptctnbilily.  and  of 
information"^' groundlings  in  station."  Sic,  .^nd  1 
am  thus  characterized  Dy  ibis  modest  and  moderate 
English  lord,  because  I  did  what  little  was  in  my 
power  to  defeat  one  of  the  most  fligilious  attempts 
of  modern  times  to  establish  a  dominion  over  the 
seas,  and  wnich,  under  Iho  pretext  of  abolishing  the 
slave  trade,  and  by  virtue  of  a  quintuple  treaty, 
would  have  placed  the  flags  and  ships  and  seamen  of 
our  country  at   the  disposal  of  England. 

Lord  Brougham  did  not  always  talk  thus — not 
when  one  of  his  friends  applied  to  me  in  Paris  to  re- 
move certain  unlavorable  impressions  made  in  a 
/it;/i  ^uarler  by  one  of  those  imprudent  and  impulsive 
remarks  which  seem  to  belong  to  his  moral  habits. 
The  eilbrt  was  successful.  And  now  my  account  of 
good  for  evil  with  Lord  Brougham   is  balanced. 

It  i?  an  irksiime  task  to  cull  expressions  like  these 
and  repeat  Ihem  here.  1  hold  them  up  not  as  a 
warning — that  is  not  needed — but  to  repel  the  inti- 
mation that  we  ought  to  study  the  courtesies  of  our 
position  in  the  British  parliament. 

When  1  came  here,  sir,  I  felt  it  due  to  myself  to 
arraign  no  one's  motives,  but  to  yield  the  same  credit 
lor  iiitegrily  of  action  toothers  which  1  claim  for  my- 
self. The  respect  1  owed  to  those  who  sent  me  here, 
and  to  those  to  whom  1  was  sent,  equally  dictated 
this  course.  If  some  of  us,  as  has  been  intimated, 
are  small  men  who  have  attained  high  places,  if  we 
have  no  other  claim  to  this  false  distinction,  i  hope 
we  shall  at  least  establish  that  claim  which  belongs 
to  decorum  of  language  and  conduct,  to  life  and 
conversation.  We  all  occupy  positions  here  high 
enough,  and  uselul  enough  if  usefully  filled,  to  sa- 
tisfy the  measure  ol  any  man's  ambition.  It  ought 
to  be  our  pride  and  our  effort  to  identify  oirselvts 
with  this  representative  body  of  the  sovereignties  ol 
the  states.  With  this  great  depository  of  so  much 
of  the  power  of  the  American  people  in  the  three 
great  departments  of  their  government — executive, 
legislative,  and  judicial — to  establish  an  esprit  du 
corps,  which,  while  it  shall  leave  us  free  to  fulfil  our 
duties  whether  to  our  country  or  to  our  parly,  shall 
yet  unite  us  in  a  determination  to  discard  every 
thing  which  can  dimini-.h  the  influerife  or  lessen  the 
dignity  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  While  1 
have  the  honor  of  a  seat  here  1  will  do  nothing  to 
counteract  these  views.  1  will  bandy  words  of  re- 
proach with  no  one.  And  the  same  measure  of 
courtesy  1  am  prepared  to  mete  to  others,  I  trii^t 
will  be  meted  by  oth-ers  tome.  At  any  rate,  if  it 
is  not,  1  will  have  no  contention  in  this  chamber. 

I  have  regretted  many  expressions  which  have 
been  heard  during  the  progress  of  this  discussion. — 
Faction,  demagogues,  ultra  pa]uots,  ambitious  leaders, 
inftainmalory  appeals,  iuMutive,  little  men  seeking  to  be 
great  ones,  and  other  terms  and  epithets  not  pleasant 
to  hear,  and  still  less  pleasant  to  repeat.  Now,  sir, 
nothing  is  easier  than  a  bitter  retort;  and  he  who 
impugns  the  motives  of  others  cannot  complain  if 
he  IS  accused  of  measuring  them  by  his  own  stand- 
ard, and  seeking,  in  his  own  breast,  their  rule  of  ac- 
tion. If  one  portion  of  the  senate  is  accused  of  be- 
ing ultra  on  the  side  of  their  country's  pretensions, 


how  easy  to  retort  the  charge  by  accusing  the  ac- 
cusers of  being  ultra  on  the  other?  But  what  is 
gained  by  this  war  of  words?  Nothing.  On  the 
contrary,  we  lower  our  dignity  as  senators,  and  our 
rharacters  as  men.  For  myself,  I  repudiate  it  all.  I 
will  have  no  part  or  lot  in  it.  I  question  the  mo- 
tives of  no  honorable  senator.  1  believe  we  have  all 
one  common  object — the  honor  and  interest  of  our 
country.  We  differ  as  to  the  best  moans  of  action, 
and  that  difference  is  one  of  the  tributes  due  to  hu- 
man fallibility.  But  there  is  no  exclusive  patriotism 
on  one  side  or  the  other  of  this  body;  and  I  hope 
there  will  be  no  exclusive  claim  to  it. 

Some  days  since,  in  an  incidental  discussion  which 
sprung  up,  I  remarked  that  I  could  not  pi-rceive  why 
the  parallel  of  4!)°  was  assumed  as  the  boundary  of 
our  claim:  why  any  man  planted  hi<  foot  on  that 
luppositious  line  upon  the  lace  of  the  globe,  and, 
erecting  a  barrier  there,  said  all  to  the  north  be- 
longs to  England,  and  all  to  the  south  to  the  United 
Stales.  RIy  remark  was  merely  >he  expres«ioii  of 
my  views,  wiihuut  touching  the  reasons  on  which 
they  were  founded.  The  honorable  ccnaiors  from 
Maine,  and  Maryland,  and  Georgia,  have  since  call- 
ed in  question  the  accuracy  of  this  opinion,  ai'd  have 
entered  somewhat  at  length  into  the  considerations 
which  prove  that  line  the  true  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  two  countries.  And  the  senator  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Haywood),  lays  inucli  stress 
upon  this  matter,  making  it,  in  fact,  the  foundation 
of  a  large  portion  of  his  argument.  That  parallel  is, 
in  his  view,  the  wall  of  separation  between  our  qu.  s. 
tionable  and  unqoeslionable  claims.  To  the  south 
he  would  not  yield;  to  the  north  he  would,  though 
he  Ihinks  even  there  our  title  is  the  beat.  Theie  is 
an  erroneous  impression  upon  Ihis  subject  some- 
where, either  with  the  i(((ra,  or,  if  1  may  coin  a 
word  the  loi  ii((i-n  advnrates  -if  Oregon;  ai'd,  as  ihis 
line  si-eras  to  be  a  boundary  beyond  which  »e  may 
look,  indeed,  and  wish,  but  must  not  go,  it  is  worth 
while  to  examine  summarily  what  are  its  real  pre- 
tensions to  the  character  thus  assumed  for  il,  of  be- 
ing the  line  of  contact  and  of  separation  betvt  een  two 
great  nations. 

There  is  no  need  of  discu.'sing  the  right  of  civiliz- 
ed nat.uns  to  appropriate  to  themselves  couniries 
newly  discovered  and  inhabited  by  barbarous  tribes. 
The  principle  and  the  piaclice  have  been  sanctioned 
by  centuries  of  experience.  What  constitutes  L.is 
right  of  appropriation,  so  as  to  exclude  other  nations 
from  Its  exercise  in  a  given  case,  is  a  question  which 
has  been  differently  settled  indifferent  ages  of  the 
world.  At  one  tio.e  it  was  the  Pope's  bull  which 
conferred  the  title;  at  another  il  was  discovery  only; 
then  setlleinent  under  some  circumstances,  and  under 
others  discovery;  and  then  settlement  and  discovery 
combined.  There  has  been  neither  a  uniform  rule  nor 
a  uniform  praclice.  But,  under  any  circumstances,  it 
is  not  easy  to  see  why  a  i  ertain  parallel  of  latitude 
IS  deidared  to  be  the  boundary  of  our  claim.  If 
the  valley  of  a  river  were  assumed,  a  principle 
might  also  be  assumed  which  would  shut  us  up  in 
it.  This  would  be  a  natural  and  tangible  boun- 
dary. How,  indeed,  England  could  look  to  her  own 
practice  and  acquisitions,  and  say  to  us,  you  are 
slopped  by  this  hill,  or  by  that  valley,  or  by  that  river, 
i  know  not.  England,  whose  colonial  charters  ex- 
tended from  Ihe  Atlantic  to  the  South  Sea,  as  the 
Pacific  ocean  was  then  called,  and  who  actually 
ejected  the  French  from  the  country  between  the 
mountains  and  the  Mississippi,  where  ihey  had  at 
first  established  themselves,  upon  the  very  ground 
that  their  own  rights  of  discovery,  as  shown  by  these 
charters,  ran  indefinitely  west,  and  who  now  hold* 
the  continent  of  Australia — a  region  larger  than  Eu- 
rope— by  virtue  of  the  right  of  discovery;  or  in  other 
words,  because  captain  Cook  sailed  along  a  porlioa 
of  its  coast,  and  occasionally  hoisted  a  pole  or  bu- 
ried a  bottle.  1  am  well  aware  there  must  be  limits 
to  this  conventional  title  by  which  new  couniries  are 
claimed,  nor  will  it  be  always  easy  to  assign  them  in 
fact,  as  they  cannot  be  assigned  in  principle.  We 
claim  the  Oregon  territory.  The  grounds  of  Ihis 
claim  are  before  the  world.  The  country  it  covers 
extends  from  California  to  the  Russian  possessions, 
and  from  the  Rocky  .M(iuntains  to  the  Pacific  ocean. 
.\  homogeneous  country,  unclaimed  by  England 
when  our  title  coin;neiiced,  similar  in  its  character, 
Us  productions,  itsclirnale,il3  interests,  and  its  wants, 
in  all  that  constitutes  natural  identity,  and,  by  these 
elements  of  union,  calculated  forever  to  be  united 
logether.  No  more  to  be  divided  by  the  parallel  of 
49°  than  by  the  parallel  of  43,  nor  by  any  of  thegeo- 
graphical  circles  marked  upon  artificial  globed  No 
more  to  be  so  divided  than  any  of  the  possessions  of 
England,  scattered  over  the  world.  In  Ihus  claiming 
ttie  whole  of  this  unappropriated  country — iina(>pro- 
priated  when  our  tille  attached  to  it — Ihe  valley  of 
ihe  Columbia,  the  valley  of  Frazer's  river,  and  all 
the  other  hills  and  valleys   which   diversity  Us   sur- 
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face,  W6  but  follow  the  example  set  us  by  the  na- 
tions of  the  other  hemisphere,  and  hold  on  to  the 
possesion  of  a  country  which  is  one,  and  ought  to  be 
indivisible. 

It  13  contended  that  this  parallel  of  49''  is  the  nor- 
thern boundary  of  our  just  claim,  because  for  many 
years  it  was  assumed  as  such  by  our  government, 
and  that  we  are  bound  by  its  early  course  in  this  con- 
troversy. That  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  1713,  be- 
tween France  and  England,  provided  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  establish  a  line  of  division 
between  their  respective  colonies  upon  the  continent 
of  North  America,  and  that  this  parallel  of  49°  was 
thus  established.  The  honorable  senator  from  Geor- 
gia, in  his  remarks  a  few  days  since,  if  he  did  not 
abandon  this  pretension,  still  abandoned  all  reference 
lo  it  in  support  of  his  position.  He  contended  that 
the  parallel  of  49  deg.  was  our  boundary,  but  for 
other  reasons.  In  the  view  I  am  now  taking  sir,  my 
principal  object,  as  will  be  seen,  is  lo  show  that  we 
are  at  full  liberty  to  assert  our  claim  lo  the  country 
north  of  49",  unembarrassed  by  the  early  action  of 
our  own  governraeni,  by  showing  that  the  govern 
ment  was  led  into  error  respecting  its  righls  by  an 
historical  statement,  probably  inaccurate  in  itself 
certainly  inaccurate  if  applied  to  Oregon,  but  then 
supposed  to  be  true  In  both  respects.  Now,  what 
was  this  error?  It  was  the  assertion  I  have  just  men- 
tioned, that,  agreeably  In  the  treaty  of  Ulrechl,  the 
parallel  of  49  deg.  wa-'  established  as  a  boundary, 
and,  having  been  continued  west,  had  become  the 
northern  liuiil  of  Oregon,  at  least  of  our  Oregon. — 
Upon  this  ground,  and  upon  this  ground  alone,  rest- 
ed the  actions  and  pretensions  of  our  government  in 
this  matter.  So  far  then,  as  any  question  of  national 
faith  or  justice  is  involved  in  this  subject,  we  must 
test  the  proceedings  of  the  government  by  its  own 
Tiews,  not  by  other  considerations  presented  here  at 
this  day.  The  government  of  the  United  Stales  gave 
to  that  of  Great  Britain  their  clnlin  and  their  rea- 
sons for  it.  That  claim  first  stepped  at  49",  v/hile  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  was  supposed  to  aff-ct  it,  as  part  of 
Louisiana,  and  before  ive  had  acquired  another  title 
by  the  acquisition  of  Florida.  Since  then  it  lias  been 
ascertained  that  that  treaty  never  extended  lo  Ore- 
gon; and  we  have  strengthened  and  perfected  our 
claim  by  another  purchase.  It  is  for  these  reasons 
that  1  confine  myself  to  what  has  passed  between 
the  two  governments,  with  a  view  lo  ascerlain  our 
present  obligations,  and  omit  the  considerations  pre- 
sented by  the  honorable  senator  from  Georgia.  1 
will  barely  remark,  however,  that  in  the  far  most 
important  fact  to  wnich  he  refers,  as  alfecling  the 
extent  of  our  claim — to  ml,  the  lalilude  of  the  source 
of  the  Columbia  river — he  is  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion. He  puts  it  at  49°.  But  it  is  far  north  of  tiiat. 
It  is  navigable  by  canoes  to  ihe  three  forks,  about 
the  latitude  of  52°.  How  far  beyond  that  is  its  head 
spring,  1  I'now  not. 

Mr.  Greenhow,"in  his  work  on  Oregon — a  work 
marked  with  talent,  industry,  and  caution — has  ex- 
plained how  this  misrepresentation  respecting  the 
parallel  o:  49*^  originated.  He  has  brought  fonvard 
proof  bolh  positive  and  negative,  to  show  that  no  su'-h 
line  was  established  by  the  treaty  of  Utecht,  nor  by 
commissioners  named  lo  carry  its  provisions  into  el- 
lect.  I  shall  not  go  over  the  subject,  but  beg  leave  to 
refer  the  gentlemen  who  maintain  the  contrary  opi- 
nion to  investigations  they  will  find  in  that  worl<. — 
The  assertion,  however,  has  been  so  peremptorily 
made,  an'l  the  conclusions  drawn  from  it,  if  true, 
and  if  the  line  extended  to  Oregon,  wonid  discredit 
BO  large  a  portion  of  our  title  to  that  country,  that  1 
may  be  pardoned  for  so  briefly  alluding  to  one  or 
two  considerations,  which  seem  to  me  to  demonstrate 
the  error  respecting  this  assumed  line  of  parallel  of 
49",  at  any  rate  in  its  extension  to  Oregon. 

It  will  be  perceived,  sir,  that  there  are  two  qucs 
tions  involved  in  tliis  matter.  One  a  purely  histori- 
cal question,  whether  commissaries,  acting  under  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  established  the  parallel  of  49°  a.s 
the  bojndnry  between  (he  French  and  English  pus 
sessions  upon  this  continent;  and  the  other  a  practi- 
cal one,  whether  such  a  line  was  exleiided  west  to 
the  f  acdic  ocean. 

As  to  the  first,  sir,  1  refer  honorable  senators  to 
Mr.  Oreenhow'a  work,  and  to  the  authorities  he 
quotes.  1  do  not  presume  to  speak  authoritatively 
upon  the  question,  hut  1  do  not  hesitate  lo  express  my 
opinion  that  Mr.  Greenhow  has  made  out  u  strong 
case;  and  my  own  iiupiession  is  Ihat  sucli  a  line 
was  nut  actually  and  oificially  established.  >Slill,  sir, 
I  do  not  aay  it  is  a  point  on  which  there  may  nut  be 
difl'ercnccs  of  opinion,  nor  Ihat,  however  it  may  be 
ullimi(oly  determined,  the  solution  of  the  matter 
will  discredit  the  Judgment  of  any  one.  This,  how- 
ever, has  relalion  to  the  line  terminaliiij  with  the 
Hudsou  bay  posscsiions;  and,  as  1  have  observed,  the 
fact  is  a  mere  questiou  of  history,  without  the  least 
beaiiii|4  upou  our  jCpu^-ovprsy  with  England. 

itf.-l^t    dilrt'H    rr[\.i,    l.o-i  »liiil  l:i(lln  .,i! 


I  I  have,  however,  one  preliminary  remark  to  make 
I  in  this  connexion,  and  it  is  this:  let  him  who  asserts 
I  that  our  claim  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains  is 
bounded  by  the  parallel  of  49°  prove  it.  The  bur- 
j  den  is  upon  him,  not  upon  us.  If  commissaries  un- 
der the  treaty  of  Utrecht  established  il,  produce 
[  Iheir  award.  Proof  of  it,  if  it  exists,  is  to  be 
found  in  London  or  Paris.  Such  an  act  was  not 
I  done  without  leaving  the  most  authentic  evidence 
i  b;;hind  it.  Produce  it.  When  was  ihe  award  made.' 
I  What  were  its  terms.'  What  were  its  circumstances.' 
I  Why,  a  suit  between  man  and  man  for  an  ituli  of 
[  land  would  not  be  decided  by  such  evidence  as  this, 
I  especially  disciediled  as  it  is,  in  any  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales.  The  party  claiming  under  it  would  be 
told.  There  is  bttler  evidence  in  your  power.  Seek  il  in 
London  or  Pmix,  and  bring  forward  Ihe  cerlijied  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  commissaries.  This  is  equally  the 
dictate  of  common  sense  and  of  common  law,  and 
there  is  not  always  the  same  union  between  those 
high  tribunals,  as  many  know,  to  their  cost.  Let  no 
man,  therefore,  assume  this  line  as  a  barrier  lo  his 
country's  claim  without  proving  it. 

This  line  is  first  historically  made  known  in  the 
negotiaiiuns  between  our  government  and  that  of 
EiiglanrI  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  a  despatch  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, in  18U4.  -Mr.  Madison  alludes  to  an  liistorical 
r.olice  he  had  somewhere  found,  stating  tliat  commis- 
sioners under  the  treaty  of  Uliechl  had  established 
the  line  of  49^  as  ihe  boundary  of  the  British  and 
French  possessions,  thus  fixing  that  parallel  as  the 
northern  boundary  of  Louisiana.  1  have  examined 
this  despatch,  and  I  find  that  he  speaks  doubtfully  of 
the  authenticily  of  this  notice,  and  desires  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, before  he  made  it  the  basis  of  a  proposition,  to 
ascertain  if  the  facts  were  truly  slated,  as  the  means 
of  doing  so  were  not  lobe  found  in  this  country. — 
Mr.  Monroe,  however,  could  have  made  no  investi- 
gation; or,  if  he  did  so,  it  must  have  been  unsatis- 
lactory,  for  he  transmits  the  proposition  substanlially 
in  the  words  of  the  historian  Douglas,  from  whom 
probably  Mr.  Madison  acquired  this  notice,  without 
relerence  to  any  authority,  either  historical  or  dip- 
lomatic. 

I  cannot  find  that  the  British  government  ever  took 
the  slightest  notice  of  the  assertion  respecting  this 
incident,  growing  out  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  though 
it  has  been  referred  to  more  Ihan  once  by  our  diplo- 
matic agents  in  their  communications  to  tho  British 
authorities  since  that  period. 

But  in  late  years  it  has  disappeared  from  the  cor. 
respoudence,  and  neither  parly  has  adverted  to  it  nor 
relied  upon  it.  Il  is  strange,  indeed,  that  in  this  bo- 
dy we  should  now  assume  the  existence  of  a  fact 
like  this,  supposed  to  have  a  most  important  bearing 
upon  the  rights  of  Ihe  parlies,  when  the  able  men  lo 
whose  custody  ihe  maintenance  of  these  rights  has 
been  recently  commiUed  have  totally  abandoned  it 
m  Iheir  argumenls  and  illustrations.  The  assump-  | 
lion  was  originally  an  erroneous  one,  ceriainly  so  ' 
far  as  respecls  Oregon;  but  while  it  was  believed  lo  i 
be  true  the  consequences  were  rightiully  and  hon-  i 
esliy  carried  out  hy  our  government,  and  Ihe  line  ' 
was  claimed  as  a  boundary.  Bui  our  government  is  | 
now  better  informed,  as  the  British  government  no  ; 
doubt  always  were,  ai.d  Ihence  Iheir  silence  upon 
Itie  subject;  and  the  titles  of  bolli  parties  are  investi-  I 
gated  without  reference  lo  this  historical  error,  or  to  i 
the  position  in  which  it  temporarily  placed  them.        i 

'I'he  treaty  of  Ulrechl  never  refers  lo  the  parallel  ! 
of  49'^,  and  the  boundaries  il  proposed  to  establish 
were  those  between  the  French  and  English  colonies, 
including  the  Hudson  bay  company  in  Canada.  The 
charter  of  the  Hudson  bay  company  granted  lo  the 
proprietors  all  Ihe  "lands,  countries,  and  lerrilories" 
upon  the  waters  discharging  themselves  into  Hud- 
son's bay.  At  Ihe  dale  oi  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
which  was  ill  1713,  Great  Britain  cl.iimed  nothing 
west  of  Ihose  "lands,  countries,  and  territories,"  and 
of  course  there  was  nothing  lo  divide  between  hen 
and  France  west  of  that  line. 

Again,  in  1713  Ihe  northwestern  coast  was  almost 
a  (ena  incognita — a  blank  upon  llie  map  of  the  world. 
England  Uien  neilher  knew  a  foot  of  il,  nor  claimed 
a^  loot  of  il.  By  adverting  to  llic  letter  of  Messrs.  i 
Gallatin  and  Rush,  communicating  an  account  of 
their  interview  with  Messrs.  Goulbourn  and  Robin-  I 
son,  British  commissioners,  dated  October  2Uih,  1816 
and  lo  the  letter  of  Mr.  Pakenham  to  Mr.  Buchanan! 
dated  Seplember  J2,  1844,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ' 
cominencemenl  of  the  British  claim  is  effectually  i 
limited  to  the  discoveries  of  Captain  Cook,  in  1778.  I 
How,  then,  could  the  boundary  tiavc  been  establish-  j 
ed  lifly  years  before,  in  a  region  where  no  English- 
man had  ever  penetrated,  and  lo  which  England  had 
never  asserted  a  pretension.'  And  yet  tho  assumption  j 
Ihat  the  parallel  of  49°  was  established  by  the  treaty 
of  Utreclit  as  a  line  between  France  and  England,  \ 
in  thgae  unknown  regions  necessarily  involves  these  i 


inconsistent  conclusions.  But,  besides,  if  England' 
as  a  party  to  the  treaty  of  Ulrechl,  established  this 
line  running  to  the  western  ocean  as  the  northern 
boundary  of  Louisiana,  what  possible  claim  has  she 
now  south  of  that  line.'  The  very  fact  of  her  exist- 
ing pretensions,  however  unfounded  these  mav  be — 
shows  thai  she  considers  herself  no  party  to  such  a 
line  of  division.  Il  shows,  in  fact,  that  no  line  was 
run;  for  if  il  had  been,  the  evidence  of  it  would  be 
in  the  English  archives,  and,  in  truth,  would  be 
known  to  the  world  without  contradiction.  The  es- 
lablishiTienl  of  a  boundary  between  livo  great  na- 
tions is  no  hidden  fact,  and  we  may  now  sali-lv  as- 
sume that  Ihe  parallel  of  49°  never  divided  the  Ore- 
gon territory,  and  establishes  no  barrier  lo  the  rights 
by  which  we  claim  it.  The  assertion  was  originally 
a  mere  dictum,  now  shown  lo  be  unfounded. 

The  senator  from  Maine  has  idvcried  likewise  to 
the  treaty  of  1763,  as  furnishing  additional  testimony 
in  favor  of  this  line.  That  treaty  merely  provides 
that  the  confines  between  British  and  French  dominions 
shall  be  fixed  irrevocably  by  a  line  drmrn  along  the  mid- 
dle of  the  Mississippi,  from  its  source,  &rc  This  is  the 
whole  provision  that  bears  upon  this  subject.     I  do 

not  slop  to  analize  il.     That  cannot  be  necessary. 

It  is  obvious  that  this  arrangement  merely  establish- 
,  ed  the  Mississippi  river  as  a  boundary  between  the 
two  countries,  leaving  their  other  claims  precisely  as 
they  formerly  existed.  And  this,  too,  was  flfleen 
years  before  the  voyage  of  Captain  Cook,  the  com- 
;  mencement  of  the  British  title  upon  the  northwest 
'  coast.  Briefly,  sir,  there  are  six  reasons  which  itovo 
that  Ihis  parallel  was  never  eslablished  under  the 
treaty  of  Ulrechl,  so  far  at  least  as  regards  Oregon. 
Isl.  It  is  not  shown  that  any  line  was  eslablished 
I  on  the  parallel  of  49  lo  the  Pacific  ocean.  If  the 
fact  be  so,  the  proper  evidence  is  at  Paris  or  London, 
and  should  be  produced. 

j  2d.  The  counlry  on  the  northwestern  coast  was 
i  then  unknown,  and  I  believe  unclaimed;  or,  at  any 
rate,  no  circumstances  had  arisen  to  call  in  question 
any  claim  lo  il 

3d.  The  British  negotiators  in  1826,  and  their  min- 
isler  here  in  1844,  fixed,  in  efiecl,  upon  the  voyage 
of  Captain  Cook  in  1778  as  Ihe  commencement  of 
the  British  title  to  what  is  now  called  Oregon. 

4th.  The  treaty  of  Ulrechl  provides  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  line  between  the  French  and  English 
colonies,  including  the  Hudson  bay  company.  The 
British  held  nothing  west  of  that  company's  posses- 
sions,  which— by  the  charter— includes  only  the 
"lands,  countries,  and  leiritories"  on  the  waters 
running  into  Hudson's  bay. 

5lh.  If  England  eslablished  the  line  lo  Ihe  Pacific 
ocean,  she  can  have  no  claim  south  of  il;  and  this 
kind  of  iirg-iiHi£ii(um  o(i /lominc/ii,  becomes  conclusive. 
And,  let  me  add,  that  1  owe  this  argument  lo  my 
friend  from  .Missouri,  (Mr.  Atchison,)  to  whose  re- 
marks  upon  Oregon  the  senate  listened  with  profit 
and  pleasure  some  days  since. 

6lh.  How  could  France  and  England  claim  the 
counlry  lo  the  Pacific,  so  as  lo  divide  it  between 
them  111  1713,  when,  as  lale  as  1790,  the  British  gov- 
ernmenl  by  the  Noolka  convention,  expressly  recog- 
nized the  Spanish  title  to  that  counlry,  and  claimed 
only  the  use  of  il  for  its  own  subjects,  in  common 
with  those  ol  Spain. 

I  now  ask,  sir,  what  right  has  any  American 
statesman,  or  what  right  has  anv  British  statesman 
to  contend  that  our  claim,  whatever  it  may  be,  is 
not  jusl  as  good  north  of  this  line  as  il  is  south  of  it? 
When  this  question  is  answered  lo  my  satisfaction,  I 
lor  one  will  consent  to  stop  there;  but,  until  then,  I 
am  among  those  who  intend  lo  march,  if  we  can,  to 
the  Russian  boundary. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  it  is  Ihe  veiy  ground  assumed 
by  the  senator  from  North  Carolina,  and  by  other 
senators,  respecling  this  parallel  ol  49°,  together 
wilh  the  course  of  this  discussion,  which  furnishes 
me  with  the  most  powerful  argument  againsi  ilie  re- 
ference of  this  controversy  to  arbitration. 

I  have  shown,  1  trust,  that  there  is  no  such  line  of 
demarkation  eslablished  under  the  treaty  of  Ulrechl, 
exlendmg  lo  the  Oregon  territory,  and  the  misap- 
prehension whence  Ihe  opinion  arose. 

While  such  a  conviction  prevailed,  it  was  fairly 
and  properly  assumed  by  the  government  as  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  Oregon  claim  before  the 
Florida  treaty.  Since  that  treaty  1  con.'ider  the  of- 
fers on  our  part  as  otii^rs  of  compromise,  not  recog. 
nilions  of  a  line,  from  the  resumption  of  ne-.;olialions 
ol  Mr.  Rush,  who  carried  our  lille  lo  51",^  lo  Iheir 
abandonment  in  1827  by  Mr.  Gallalin,  who,  finding 
a  salislaclory  adjustnieni  impofsible,  withdrew  the 
pending  oiler,  and  asserted  that  this  government 
"would  consider  itself  at  liberty  to  contend   for  the 

full   extent  ol   the  claims  of  ilie   United  Stales." 

And  for  their  full  extent  we  do  cl;,im.  And  1  take 
the  opportunity  lo  tender  my  small  tribute  of  appro- 
bation  lo  the  general  conduct  of  these  negoliatloDs 
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by  the  American  governinent  and  their  commission- 
ers, and  especially  to  Mr.  Rush,  a  citizen  as  well 
kmnvn  for  his  private  worth  as  for  liis  high  talents 
and  great  puhlic  services,  and  who  SMcms  to  have 
been  the  tirst,  as  Mr.  Greenhow  remarks,  "to  in- 
quire carefully  into  the  lacts  of  the  ca«e." 

And  it  is  not  one  of  the  least  curious  phases  of 
this  controversy,  that,  down  to  this  very  day,  the 
prciensions  of  Enjlnid  are  either  wholly  contradic 
lory  or  are  shrouded  in  apparently  studied  obscuri 
ly.  She  asserts  no  exclusive  claim  anywhere,  but 
an  equal  claim  every  wliere.  ".\  rijjht  of  joint  oc- 
cupancy in  the  Oi ''gun  territory,"  says  the  Briti«*h 
minister  to  .Mr.  Calhoun,  dated  Si'pteniher  10,  1844, 
"of  which  right  she  can  be  divesied  witii  respect  to 
any  part  of  that  territ  ry  only  by  an  equal  partition 
of  the  whole  betwten  tlie  tico  poifies."  And  yet,  not- 
withstanding he  refers  to  the  xohote  tcrntiir>,  still,  in 
the  protocol  cf  the  conference  at  VVa'-hington,  dated 
September  L'4  1844,  he  refused  to  enter  into  any  dis 
cussion  respecting  tkc  country  north  qf  49^,  bpcause  it 
was  understood  liy  the  British  government  to  form  lite  ba- 
sis of  negotiation  on  the  part  of  tlie  United  ittatcs.  Thus, 
on  the  t*lh  of  September,  recognizing  our  right  to 
an  equal  undivided  moiety  of  Oregon,  and  two  weeks 
after  coolly  claiming  the  nnrlhern  half  of  it,  as  a  fact 
not  even  to  be  called  into  question,  and  ilicu  ottering 
to  discuss  with  us  the  mutual  claims  oi  the  two  coun- 
tries to  the  southern  half! 

Well,  sir,  influeiiC'l  by  the  molives  I  have  slated, 
and  by  a  desire  to  terminate  Ihis  tedious  controversy, 
this  parallel  of  4a°,  sonidiraes  witii  and  sometimes 
without  an  accessory,  has  been  four  times  oSered  by 
us  to  the  British  government,  and  four  times  reject-  j 
ed,  and  once  indignanlly  so,  and  three  ti/nes  with- 
drawn. ■Ivv,.,^  ..ilhdrawn  in  the  very  terms:  once 
by  Mr.  Gallalin,  November  15,  1826,  «ho  withdrew 
a  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Rush,  and  once  during 
the  present  administration;  and  once  withdrawn  in 
etfect,  though  vithout  the  use  of  Ihat  word,  by  Mr. 
Gallaiin,  in  1S27,  who  announced  to  the  British  ne- 
goliators  "that  his  j;overiinieiit  did  not  hold  ilsell 
bound  hereafter  in  consequence  of  any  proposal 
wliich  il  had  made  for  the  line  of  separation  between 
the  territories  of  the  two  nations  beyond  the  Rocky 
mountains,  but  would  consider  itself  at  liberty  to 
contend  for  the  full  extent  of  the  claims  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates." 

The  senator  from  Louisiana  will  perceive  that  he 
was  in  error  yesterday  when  he  said  that  no  ofler  of 
a  comproiiiise  had  ever  been  withdrawn  till  the  with- 
drawal made  by  the  present  administration,  unless 
such  ulfer  had  been  announced  as  an  ullimatum. — 
But,  without  recurring  to  any  authority  upon  this 
subject,  it  is  evident  that,  il  a  nation  is  forever 
bound  by  an  ofler  to  compromise,  no  prudent  nation 
would  ever  make  such  an  oU'er.  There  would  be  no 
reciprocity  iii  such  a  condition  of  things.  In  contro- 
versies respecting  lerrilory,  each  party  would  hold 
on  to  lis  extreme  limit;  for,  II  it  made  an  offer  less 
than  that,  it  would  abandon  in  fact  so  much  of  us 
own  pretensions,  leaving  those  of  its  opponents  in 
their  lull  integrity. 

Such,  sir,  13  the  state  of  our  controversy  with 
England;  and  yet  honorable  senators  upon  this  floor, 
able  lawyers  and  jurists  also,  maintain  that  Uiis  line, 
thus  ottered,  and  refused,  and  withdrawn,  is  now  in 
etfect  the  limit  ot  our  claim,  and  that  we  are  bound, 
honorably  and  nii  rally,  and,  they  say,  at  llie  risk  of 
the  censure  ol  the  wurid,  to  receive  it  as  our  bound- 
ary wheneitr  England  cliooscs  so  to  accept  it.  This 
is  all  very  strange,  and  would  seem  to  me  so  untena- 
ble as  nut  to  be  worthy  of  examination,  if  it  were 
not  urged  by  such  high  aulhority.     Let  us  look  at  it. 

The  honorable  senator  Irom  Maryland  has  entered 
more  liilly  into  this  branch  of  the  subject  than  any 
other  uieuiber  of  this  body,  and  I  shall  ihereforc  con- 
fine my  inquiries  to  Ins  remarks. 

Tnere  are  two  propositions  connected  wiih  this 
matter,  which  it  is  proper  to  consider  separately. — 
The  hrst  is  toe  obli{;atiun  upon  the  president,  agree- 
ably to  his  own  views,  lo  accept  Ihis  rejected  otlijr, 
if  it  comes  back  to  hiin;  and  the  otiier  is  the  obliga 
gallon  upon  the  country,  and  upon  lliis  tjody,  aa  one 
ot  Us  deposUories  ol  the  ireaij-making  power,  to 
conbrin  the  act  of  the  presidenl,  should  it  come  here 
for  conlirmalion.  V\  hat,  sir,  is  a  compromise.'  It  is 
an  oUer  made  by  one  party  lo  the  oilier  to  lake  less 
than  his  whole  claim,  with  a  view  to  an  amicable 
adjustujent  of  the  controversy,  whatever  this  may 
be.  The  doctrine  ol  compromise  is  founded  upon 
universal  reason;  and  its  obligalions,  1  believe,  are  ev- 
erywhere the  same,  whether  in  the  codes  ot  munici- 
pal or  general  law.  An  <.tl'er  iiiaue  in  this  spirit  ne- 
ver furnishes  the  slightest  presumption  against  the 
claim  of  uie  pjtty  making  ii,  and  tur  '.iie  nest  of  rea- 
sons, not  onij  that  this  amicable  process  of  settle- 
meni  may  be  encouraged  and  esttriiOed,  but  because 
it  will  often  happen  that  both  individuals  and  nations 
may   be  willing   to  sacrifice  a  portion  of   whal  they 


consider  their  just  rights,  rather  than  encounter  the 
certain  expense  and  trouble,  and  the  uncertain  issue 
of  litigation,  whether  thai  liti.;alion  he  in  a  court  of 
justice,  or  upon  a  bitlle  field  Sich  is  the  general 
principle;  and  the  practical  operation  of  any  other 
would  hold  one  of  the  parties  f  irever  hound,  an  I 
leave  the  other  forever  free.  One  makes  the  offer 
and  must  adhere  to  it,  while  the  other  declines  it, 
or  refuses  it,  and  slill  mav  hold  on  to  it  indefinitely. 
Surely  it  cannot  be  nece^sa^y  to  pursue  this  illus. 
Iralion  further.  Surh  a  constriiclion  as  '.his,  which 
plays  fast  and  loose  at  the  same  time,  cam?'*  with  it 
its  own  refutation,  however  respe,crable  the  authori- 
ty which  attempts  to  support  ii.  B  it,  reverting  to 
the  obligation  of  the  president,  what  says  the  hon- 
orable senator  from  Marvlaml.'  Ho  says  that  the 
president — not  James  K.  Polk,  but  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  the  nation — having  felt  an  implied  obli.;ation 
to  renew  the  oli'er  or4y'',  is  now  bouml  in  all  time  lo 
accept  it,  and,  1  suppose,  patiently  to  wait  for  it  till 
the  demand  comes.  I  must  say,  that,  in  this  brief 
abstract  of  the  president's  views,  the  senator  has 
hardly  done  justice  to  him.  I  do  not  stand  here  to 
say  what  the  president  will  rfti,  shi^uld  Great  Britain 
propose  to  accept  the  parallel  of  49"  as  the  boundary 
between  the  two  countries.  In  the  first  place,  it 
would  be  to  argue  upon  a  gratuitous  assumplion.  1 
have  not  ihe  slightest  rea'^on  to  believe  that  the  Brit- 
ish government  have  given  any  intimation  that  it  will 
ever  come  hack  to  that  line.  Bui,  in  the  second 
place,  if  it  should,  what  Ihen.'  The  incipient  step  is 
for  the  president  to  take,  and  I  should  leave  the  mat- 
ter here,  without  remark,  had  not  the  senator  from 
Maryl.ind,  and  the  ^^enator  from  North  Carolina,  and 
other  senators,  labored  lo  im;ii cs  Ihe  (conviction  that 
the  president  ought,  and  mu-l,  and  would  close  with 
the  British  proposition  lo  accept  the  parallel  of  49", 
should  it  be  made. 

1  shall  not  anahze  the  words  of  the  president's 
message,  but  content  myself  wilh  a  general  allusion 
to  it.  Truth  IS  seldom  promoted  by  picking  out  par- 
ticular phrases  and  placing  lliein  in  juxtaposition. — 
The  president  says  (and  it  is  evident  Ihe  whole  mes- 
sage was  carelully  prepared)  that  though  he  enter- 
tained the  settled  conviction  that  the  British  tille  to 
any  portion  of  Oregon  could  not  be  maintained;  yet, 
in  deference  lo  the  action  of  his  predecessors,  and  to 
what  had  been  done,  and  in  consideration  that  the 
pending  negotiation  had  been  commenced  on  the  ba- 
sis of  compromise,  he  determined  in  a  spirit  of  com- 
promise to  ofler  a  part  of  what  had  been  offered  be 
fore — the  parallel  ol  4'.!'^  without  the  navigation  of 
the  Columbia  river.  He  says  this  proposition  was 
rejected  in  what  terms  we  all  know,  and  that  he 
j  iiuniedialely  withdrew  it,  and  then  asserted  our 
}  claim  to  the  whole  of  Oregon,  and  maintained  it  by 
irrefragable  arguments.  Now,  sir,  I  am  not  going 
to  argue  wilh  any  man  who  seeks  lo  deduce  from 
I  this  language  a  conviction  in  Ihe  mind  of  the  presi- 
j  dent  that  he  censiders  himself  under  the  slightest  ob- 
ligation to  England  lo  accepl  the  parallel  of  49° 
j  should  she  desire  it  as  a  bouiidarj.  In  this  account 
of  his  proceedings,  he  is  explaining  lo  his  country- 
men the  operaiions  of  his  own  mind  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  lo  make  this  oHer,  made,  as  he 
says,  "in  deference  alone  to  whal  liad  been  done  by 
my  predecessors,  and  the  implied  obligations  their 
acts  seemed  lo  impose."  What  obligations?  None 
to  England,  for  none  bad  been  created;  but  Ihe  obli- 
gations imposed  upon  a  prudent  statesman  to  look  at 
the  actions  and  views  ol  his  predecessors,  and  not  lo 
depart  Irom  them  wilhout  good  reasons.  The  obvi- 
ous uieaning  is  this:  1  luund  the  negoualions  pending; 
alter  an  inierval  of  almost  twenty  years  they  had 
been  renewed;  ttiey  began  on  the  basis  of  a  compro- 
mise, and  though  three  times  a  coniproniise  had  been 
oflered  to  England  and  rejecleu,  and  though  fhe  had 
not  the  slightest  right  to  claim,  or  even  to  expect  U 
would  be  oflered  to  her  again,  and  though  1  deter- 
mined that  tfie  same  proposiiioo  should  not  be  offer- 
ed to  her,  slill,  us  a  prool  ol  llie  moiieraiioii  of  the 
United  Slates,  1  deemed  it  expedient  lo  make  her  an- 
other ofler,  less  lliaii  Hie  preceding  one  which  a 
quarter  ol  a  century  befoie  she  had  rejected.  A  cu- 
rious obligation  this.  It  It  has  lelcience  to  the  rights 
ol  England,  and  a  curious  mode  ol  fullilliiig  il!  Il 
he  (the  ptesideni)  weie  under  any  obligation  to  her. 
the  obiigalion  was  complete  lo  mak.'  the  ofler  as  it 
had  been  made  beloie.  And  she  has  ihe  same  right 
lo  claim  the  navigation  ol  Ihe  Columbia  river  that 
she  has  lo  claim  the  paiailei  i.l  4'J^  as  a  boundary, 
anc  the  honi/rable  senator  Irom  Louisiana  has  placed 
ttie  mailer  upon  this  very  giound. 

Assuming  that  the  obligation  referred  to  by  the 
president  was  an  obiigalion  to  England,  he  minks  the 
president  failed  m  bis  duly  in  not  carrying  out  his 
viewa  of  the  na.ional  duties. 

Why,  sir,  il  oilers  ol  comproiiise  were  lo  be  made 
till  doomsday,  the  rights  of  both  parties  would  re- 
main in  their  integrity.     And  what  ofler  creates  this 


implied  obligation?  Several  offers  have  been  made 
by  our  government  lo  that  of  England  for  the  ad- 
justment of  this  controversy.  Which  creates  this 
obligation,  one  of  Ihem,  or  all  of  them'  But  it  Is 
very  char,  sir,  Ihat  neither  of  them  rn-atos  il.  The 
cnnr  mon-sense  view  of  this  subject  i*  llie  Iriie  one  in 
this  case,  as  in  most  other  cases.  The  parly  offer- 
ing soys  lo  ils  adversary,  I  will  confeiil  to  that  Ime. 
If  you  consent  lo  it,  our  cotilmver-iy  will  be  amica- 
bly adjusted.  The  only  ohligatioi,  created  by  this 
act  is  lo  allow  reason. bic  timo  to  the  olher  paity  for 
decision,  and  Ihcii  faithfuhy  lo  adhere  to  the  terms, 
should  they  be  accepted.  If  unreasonably  delayed, 
slill  more  if  rejei;lcd,  both  parlies  are  thrown  back 
upon  their  original  position,  uncmbarra^'scJ  by  his 
allempls  at  conciliation. 

But,  sir,  the  president  is  the  judge  of  hi^  own  du- 
ties. 1  am  not  afraid  lo  leave  them  wiih  him — ihcy 
are  in  safe  keeping.  Should  the  question  respecting 
this  parallel  ever  be  presented  to  him  for  deci>ion,  1 
have  a  perfect  conviction  that,  whether  he  decide  for 
or  against  it,  or  refer  it  to  the  consi<leraiion  of  Ihe 
senate,  he  will  fulfil  his  responsible  duties  with  a 
conscientious  regard  to  the  high  obligations  he  is  un- 
der to  the  country  and  lo  Ihe  constitution.  But  we, 
loo,  have  duties,  and  among  these  may  be  the  neces- 
sity of  deciding  for  ourselves  the  nature  and  extent 
ot  Ihis  obligation  upon  the  nation. 

I  do  not  speak  now  of  any  consideration  of  expe- 
diency, which  may  operate  upon  the  decision  of  Ihis 
matter.  There  are  none  which  will  operate  upon 
me. 

But  I  assume  lo  myself  no  right  to  prescribe  Ihe 
course  of  others,  whether  of  the  president  or  of  the 
senate,  or  to  judge  it  when  taken.  But  I  reject  this 
doctrine  of  a  national  obligation  to  England.  I  deny 
the  right  of  any  one  to  commit  the  lailli  of  this  coun- 
try lo  a  rejected  line — to  bind  us,  leaving  our  oppo- 
nent unbound — to  convert  a  mere  offer  to  compromise 
into  the  surrender  of  a  claim;  to  change  the  estab. 
lished  opinions  and  usages  of  Ihe  world  upon  Ihis 
subject.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  cause  cannot  be 
strong   which  needs  such  auxiliaries  for  its  support. 

But,  sir,  this  dotlrine,  as  1  before  ob-erved,  and 
the  course  of  the  remaiks  by  which  it  is  endeavored 
lo  maintain  it,  furnish  lo  me  conclusive  arguments 
against  the  reference  of  this  controver.sy  lo  arbitra- 
tion. Here,  at  home,  in  this  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  national  legislature,  we  are  told,  and  almost  fxca- 
Ihcdra  too,  that  we  have  concluded  ourselves  by  this 
offer  of  49",  and  that  upon  that  parallel  must  be  our 
boundary,  when  England  makes  up  her  mind  to  come 
to  It.  Now,  in  Ihis  stale  of  the  matter,  what  would 
be  the  effect  of  an  arbitration?  The  secretary  of 
state,  in  bis  answer  to  tlie  British  minister,  has  ably 
and  truly  exposed  the  tendency  of  this  process  of  ad- 
justment, whether  public  or  private,  lis  lendtmcy 
is  not  to  settle  the  actual  rights  of  Ihe  parlies,  but  lo 
compromise  them.  To  divide,  and  not  lo  decide. — 
We  all  know  this,  and  he  who  runs  may  read  it  in 
the  history  of  almost  every  arbitration  witliin  the 
circle  ol  his  observation.  Though  as  1  have  already 
said,  the  oflers  of  compromise  we  have  made  to  Eng- 
land ought  not  to  lurnish  the  sliglilesi  presiiiiiplion 
against  the  validity  of  our  whole  claim,  and  would 
not  before  any  well-retul.ited  judicial  triinnial  in 
Chrislendom,  yet  coinniit  our  caue  to  arbilralion, 
and  where  are  we?  We  might  as  well  ihrow  lo  the 
winds  all  the  facts,  and  argun.enls,  and  illustrations 
upon  «  hich  we  build  our  claim,  and  say  to  the  arbi- 
trators, do  as  you  please,  we  are  at  your  mere)  ;  loc 
this  Ihey  would  do  at  any  rate.  They  \>ould  not 
heed  your  views;  but  they  would  turn  lo  the  history 
of  the  Controversy  and  lo  Ihe  course  of  the  parlirs. 
They  would  measure  whal  each  had  oflered,  and 
would  split  Ihe  diflercnce  to  the  ninth  part  of  a  hair. 
They  would  assume  thai  Ihe  .\nierican  claim  goes  to 
Ihe  49lli  parallel,  and  the  British  claim  to  the  Co- 
lun/bia  river;  and  they  would  add,  and  subliact,  and 
multiply,  and  divide,  till  all  this  process  would  end 
in  a  tolerably  equal  partition  of  what  no  one  upon 
Ihis  floor  denies,  and  whal  every  .A.iierican,  or  al- 
most every  Anieriian,  as  firn.lj  believes  makes  part 
of  his  country,  as  docs  the  tomb  al  Mount  Vernon, 
or  the  grave  at  Ihe  Hermiiage,  where  countless  gen- 
erations of  men  w  ill  come  as  to  places  of  pilgrimage 
— not  indeed  lo  worship,  but  lo  tbii.k  upon  Ihe  days 
and  deeds  ol  the  patriots  and  warrieis  who  sleep  be- 
low. Yoi!  could  not  find  a  sovereign  nor  a  subject, 
a  slate  nor  a  citizen  in  Chjistendom,  who,  in  si.ch  a 
coiiiroversy  belwttn  two  great  iialion«,  would  not 
lather  decide  with  Ihe  dividers  than  wuii  ihe  titles. 
Well,  sir,  1  agree  fully  that,  if  we  wish  to  get  nd  of 
all  this  mailer  wiihuut  legard  to  the  why  or  the  how, 
we  may  safely  commit  it  lo  the  i  usiody  uf  arbitra- 
tors. Their  decision,  ihouiih  we  should  know  it,  be- 
lotehand,  might  be  considered  a  plaster  for  our 
wounded  honor.  A  poor  on.;,  indeed,  whiih  would 
leave  a  most  unsightly  scar.  But,  in  realiiy,  sir,  this 
course  of  action  would  be  opeo  and  obvious  lo  our- 
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selves  and  to  the  world.  Its  motiyea  and  its  results 
would  be  equally  palpable.  We  should  lose  much 
in  interest,  and  much  ni'ire  In  character.  For  my- 
self, 1  would  far  rather  divide  with  England  this  por- 
tion of  the  lerritorj  than  commit  our  rights  to  arbi- 
tration. There  would  be  some  magnanimity  it  such 
a  procedure.  But,  to  take  shelter  behind  ihis  form 
of  trial  is  to  resort  to  a  miserable  subterfuge, 
which,  under  the  pretext  of  an  equal  adjustment, 
would  be  but  a  surrender.  If,  then,  we  seriuusly  be- 
lieve in  our  own  claims  even  to  49°.  and  sincerely 
desire  to  maintain  them,  we  must  unite  in  approving 
the  rejection  by  the  president  of  this  pacific  means 
of  tian^ferring  to  England  a  valuable  part  of  our 
common  country. 

Mr,  President,  the  honorable  senator  from  North 
Carolina,  not  now  in  his  seal,  called  those  who  be- 
lieve our  title  to  54°  40'  to  be  clear,  the  ultra  friends 
of  the  president;  and,  as  I  understood  him,  he  claim- 
ed to  be  his  true  friend,  saving  hira  Irom  those  im- 
prudent  ones-  As  1  find  myself  in  a  category,  I  am 
obnoKious  to  the  charge,  and  with  a  natural  instinct 
of  self-defence,  I  desire  to  repel  it.  We  are  ultra 
friends,  because  we  do  not  slop  at  49".  1  have  al- 
ready shown  that  there  is  no  stoppirig  place  on  that 
parallel;  no  true  rest  for  an  American  foot.  The 
senator  himself  considers  our  title  to  that  line  clear 
and  indis[iulable,  and  I  understood  him  that  he  would 
malnlam  it,  come  what  might,  VVell,  if  it  is  found 
that  the  treaty  of  Ulrechl  no  more  extended  to  Ore- 
gon than  lo  the  moon,  whatever  other  boundary  may 
be  sought  or  lound,  it  cannot  be  that  purely  gratui- 
tous boundary  the  paralli-l  of  49°.  And,  as  the  sen- 
ator Irom  Noilh  Carolina  must  leave  it,  where  will 
he  find  a  belter  barrier  than  the  Russian  possessions? 
Bui  he  says,  also,  that,  though  our  title  to  Ihe  coun- 
try north  of  49^*  is  not  indisputable,  still  it  is  belter 
than  any  oilier  lille.  Now  1  will  appeal  lo  the  sena- 
tor's ch.inly — no,  not  lo  his  charily,  that  is  not  ne- 
cessary— but  1  will  appeal  lo  his  sense  of  justice,  to 
say  whether  such  a  difference  of  opinion  as  exists 
between  himself  and  me  on  this  subject  can  justly  be 
characterized  as  uitraism  on  my  part.  Our  title,  he 
says,  is  Ihe  best — not  indisputable,  but  still  the  best. 
The  same  evidence  which  produced  this  conviction 
in  his  uiind,  produces  a  stronger  one  in  mine,  :iiid 
this  is  the  tribute  which  every  day's  experience  pays 
to  human  fallibility.  We  are  did'erenlly  constituted, 
and  differently  affected  by  the  same  facts  and  argu- 
ments. While  the  honorable  senator  slan  Is  upon 
the  parallel  of  49°,  as  the  precise  line  where  our 
questionable  and  ur.qLn,slionablB  lilies  meet,  there 
are  many,  and  I  am  among  the  number,  who  carry 
our  unquestionable  lille  lo  the  Russian  boundary  in 
one  direclion,  and  some,  perhaps,  though  I  have  not 
found  one,  who  carry  it  in  another  direclion  lo  IhH 
Columbia  river,  ll  seems  lo  me  in  bad  taste,  lo  say 
the  least  of  il,  for  any  member  lo  assume  his  own 
views  as  in  lallible,  and  lo  say  to  all  the  world  who 
differ  with  him,  whether  on  the  right  hand  or  on  the 
left,  my  opinion  is  the  true  standard  of  orthodoxy, 
and  every  one  who  departs  from  it  is  a  heretic  and 
an  ultra.  1  hus  lo  sligmalize  a  large  portion  of  the 
senate,  is  nut,  I  am  sure,  the  inlenlion  of  the  sena 
lor,  but  such  IS  in  lad  and  effect  the  direct  tendency 
of  his  remarks.  V\'e  .ire  ultra,  because,  to  use  a 
somewhat  quaint  but  a  forcible  apothegm,  we  xoill 
not  measure  our  corn  by  his  bushel.  Wliy,  sir,  we 
have  each  a  bushel  of  our  own,  given  us  by  the  Cre- 
ator, and  till  the  senator's  is  sealed  and  certified  by  a 
higher  authority,  we  beg  leave  lo  keep  our  oivii,  and 
to  measure  our  duties  by  it. 

I  did  not  understand  the  precise  obiei.t  of  some  of 
the  remarks  of  the  senator  from  North  Carolina, 
though  1  had  less  dillicully  respecting  the  remarks 
themselves.  He  told  us  the  president  nowhere  claim- 
ed to  54°  40';  and  1  presume  he  thus  contended  in 
order  lo  show  that  the  president  might  consistently 
accept  any  boundary  south  of  that  parallel,  1  again 
disclaim  all  interference  with  the  president  in  the 
execution  of  his  duties.  I  do  not  think  that  what  he 
will  do  in  a  gratuitous  case  should  furnish  the  subject 
of  speculation  upon  this  Uuor.  1  knov;  what  1  wiW 
do,  and  that  is  enough  lor  me;  and  as  i  look  the  op- 
poitunily,  three  years  ago,  iii'a  puDlic  and  printed 
address,  at  Korl  Wayne,  lo  define  my  position  in  this 
mailer  t'l-lore  1  became  a  member  ol  this  body,  my 
allusion  lo  il  here  cannot  be  deemed  the  premature 
expression  of  my  opinion.     I  then  said: 

"Our  claim  lo  the  country  west  of  Ihe  Rocky 
mountains  is  as  undeniable  as  our  right  lo  Uunker's 
Hill  and  New  Orleans;  and  who  will  call  in  question 
our  lille  to  these  blood  slamcd  fields?  And  1  Irust  il 
will  be  maintained  with  a  vigor  and  promptitude 
equal  to  its  justice.  War  is  a  great  evil,  bul  not  so 
great  as  nalioiial  dishonor.  Little  is  gamed  by  yield- 
ing lo  insolent  and  unjust  pretensions.  Il  il  belter  lo 
delend  the  first  inch  ol  territory  than  the  last.  Far 
better,  in  dealing  with  England,  lo  resist  aggression, 
whether  of  impicssmcnt,  of  search,  or  of  lenilory. 


when  Brsl  attempted,  than  to  yield  in  the  hope  that 
forbearance  will  be  met  in  a  just  spirit,  and  will 
lead  lo  an  amicable  compromise.  Let  us  have  no 
red  lines  upon  the  map  of  Oregon.  Let  us  hold  on 
lo  the  integrity  of  our  just  claim.  And  if  war  come, 
be  it  so;  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  long  avoided;  un- 
less prevented  by  intestine  difficulties  in  the  British 
empire.  And  wo  be  lo  us  if  we  flatter  ourselves  it 
can  be  arresti^d  by  any  system  of  concrssinn.  Of 
all  delusions  this  would  be  the  most  falal,  and  we 
should  awake  from  it  a  dishonored  if  not  a  ruined 
people." 

Now  the  Oregon  I  claim  Is  all  Oregon,  and  no  vote 
of  mine  in  this  senate  will  surrender  one  inch  of  il 
lo  England.  But  the  senator  from  North  Carolina 
says  that  the  Oregon  the  president  claims  is  an  Ore- 
gon of  his  own,  and  not  the  country  which  now  ex- 
cites the  anxious  solicitude  of  the  American  people. 
And  if  it  were  so,  is  il  the  duty  of  a  friend,  I  may 
almost  say  claiming  to  be  an  exclusive  one,  to  hold 
up  lo  his  countrymen  the  word  of  promise  of  their 
ciuef  magistrate,  thus  kepi  lo  the  ear  but  not  lo  the 
hope?  But  it  is  not  so,-  The  honorable  senator  has 
been  led  into  an  error— a  palpable  error.  The  presi- 
dent says  the  British  pretensions  could  not  be  main 
lained  to  anij  portion  of  the  Oregon  territory.  He  says, 
also,  that  our  title  tu  the  whole  of  Oregon  territory  is 
maintained  by  irrefragable  fads  and  arguments.  He 
says  British  laws  have  been  extended  throughout  the 
whole  of  Oregon.  Now,  sir,  has  any  man  a  right  to 
say  that  the  president  falters  in  his  purpose,  by  talk- 
ing of  the  whole  of  a  country  when  he  does  not  mean 
Ihe  whole  of  it?  No,  sir,  the  idea  never  occurred  to 
him — never  crossed  his  mind.  When  he  said  Oregon 
he  meant  so;  and  I  have  no  more  doubt  than  i  have 
of  my  existence  that  he  believes  as  firmly  in  the 
American  lille  to  it  as  he  believes  he  is  now  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  United  Stales. 

If  it  were  possible  that  this  proposition  needed 
support,  il  would  be  easily  found.  The  communica- 
tions of  the  secretary  of  stale  are  the  communica- 
tions of  the  president,  written  by  his  direclion  and 
submitted  for  his  approbation,  and  never  sent  with 
out  his  supervision,  and  very  seldom,  I  imagine, 
without  emendations  by  him.  The  correspondence 
with  the  British  minister,  laid  before  us  at  Ihe  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  was  doubly  his.  His  be- 
cause carried  on  by  his  secretary  of  slate  with  a  fo- 
reign government,  and  his  because  communicated  lo 
congress  and  his  country  as  the  depository  of  his 
views  and  measures.  Well,  sir,  in  the  letter  of  the 
secretary  of  stale  to  Mr  Pakenham,  daled  July  12, 
1S45,  Mr,  Buchanan  says: 

"Upon  the  whole,  from  the  most  careful  and  ample 
examination  which  the  undersigned  has  been  able  to 
bestow  upon  the  subject,  he  issalisfieil  that  the  Span- 
ish American  title  now  held  by  the  United  Slates, 
embracing  the  whole  territory  between  Ihe  parallels 
of  4i°  and  54°  40'  is  the  best  title  in  existence  to 
this  entire  region,"  &c. 

Anil,  he  ados — 

"Nolwilhslanding  such  was  and  still  is  the  opinion 
of  the  president,"  ko. 

Human  words  and  human  deeds  arc  worthless  to 
disclose  human  opinions,  if  the  Oregon  of  the  presi- 
dent is  not  the  Oregon  we  claim  and  hope  to  secure. 

The  senator  from  North  Carolina  has  presented  lo 
us  some  peculiar  views  of  the  president's  position 
and  duties,  and  has  deduced  his  future  course,  not 
from  his  message,  but  from  extrinsic  circumstances 
— acts  of  omis.sion  and  of  commission,  as  be  calls 
them — by  which  the  language  of  the  president  i<  lo 
be  controlled  and  his  fnrtlier  course  in  this  contro- 
versy regulated,  I  doubt  the  propriety  as  well  as 
the  wisdom  of  all  this,  either  as  regards  the  presi- 
dent, the  senate,  or  the  country.  If  successful  in 
his  declarations  or  expositions,  which  over  they  may 
be,  I  do  not  see  what  practical  advantage  the  senator 
expected  logain.  The  president  would  still  have  lo 
perform  his  own  duties  and  we  lo  perform  ours, 
without  reference  lo  the  embarrassmenls  created  by 
Ibis  novel  mode  of  reading  the  past  views  and  the 
future  course  of  the  chief  magistrate.  In  Ihe  mean 
lime  what  belter  plan  could  be  devined  to  excite  the 
public  mind,  and  to  rouse  suspicions,  which  would 
ily  upon  the  wings  of  Ihe  wind  lo  the  farthest  verge 
of  the  counlrj?  No  such  inlenlion  ever  entered  the 
mind  of  the  honorable  senator;  but  1  subniil  lo  him 
if,  ill  its  very  nature,  this  process  is  not  ealrolated  to 
produce  such  a  result,  and  whether,  m  lacl,  it  has 
not  produced  il.  And  yet  it  seems  to  mc  that  ihc 
reasons  in  support  of  it  are  utterly  insulliciciil  to 
justily  the  conclusions. 

What  are  Ihese  reasons?  I  will  just  touch  some 
of  them;  having  no  lime  to  pursue  the  subject. 

There  were  Iwo  acls  ul  commission:  one  was  Ihe 
offer  before  made  of  the  parallel  of  49°  as  a  com- 
pioinise,  and  llie  other  was  the  expression  of  Mr. 
Buchanan,  in  his  last  letter  to  the  Brilish  .niniatcr, 
dated  August  ,30lh,   1815,  that  the  prcsidcnl  hoped 


[  (he  controversy  would  be  terminated  without  a  col- 
lision. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  first,  I  trust  1  have  shown  that 
whatever  course  the  president  may  pursue  respecting 
the  parallel  of  49°  as  a  boundary  hereafter,  his  duty 
will  be  before  him,  unembanassed  bv  the  offer  here- 
tofore made,  and  that,  consequently,  that  circum- 
stance is  no  key  to  unlock  ihe  hidden  future. 

And,  as  to  the  second,  I  will  ask  the  honorable 
senator  if,  upon  refleclion,  he  thinks  the  expression  of 
the  president's  hope  is  really  entitled  lo  this  grave 
con-^ideralion. 

It  seems  lo  me  partly  a  polite  and  courteous  phrase, 
and  partly  the  sincere  declaration  of  a  wish  that 
some  mode  might  be  devised  for  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  this  matter.  Lei  us  not  deprive  diplomalists 
of  that  hope,  which  carries  us  all  forward  to  the 
bright  recompense  of  the  future.  But  let  us  not  con- 
vert the  expression  of  il  into  solid  promises  nor  set- 
tled convictions. 

And  what  are  the  acls  of  omission?  One  is  the  ne- 
glect lo  recommend  ilefensive  measures,  and  the 
other  is  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

And  now  for  the  first.  1  presume  ere  this  the  ho- 
norable senator  is  aware  that  he  has  entirely  misun- 
derstood the  views  of  the  president  upon  this  subject. 
In  his  message  at  Ihe  commencement  of  the  session 
the  president  recommended  that  a  force  of  mounted 
riflemen  should  be  rai-ed,  and  also  an  augmentation 
of  the  naval  means  of  the  country.  But,  laler  in 
Ihe  session,  in  conformity  with  resolutions  which  ori- 
ginated here,  recommendations  and  estimates  seen 
and  approved  by  the  president,  and  his  in  fact,  agree- 
ably lo  the  constitution  of  our  executive  drpart- 
raent,  were  sent  by  the  secretaries  of  war  and  of  the 
navy  to  the  proper  committees  of  the  senate.  A  bill 
was  was  reported  by  the  naval  committee  for  an  ad- 
ditional steam  force,  and  was  ably  and  vigorously 
advocated  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee. Bul  it  was  put  lo  sleep  partly,  if  not  prin- 
cipally, I  believe,  upon  the  ground  that  if  you  cannot 
immediately  equip  a  navy,  therefore  you  must  not 
build  a  ship;  and  if  you  do  not  require  an  army, 
therefore  you  must  not  raise  a  regiment.  And  the 
result  may  well  have  been  taken  as  an  indication, 
bolh  by  the  naval  and  military  committees,  that  the 
senate  did  not  deem  an  augmentation  of  the  defen- 
sive means  of  the  coiinlry  necessary  under  Ihe  cir- 
cunislances,  and  Iherefore  prevenled  all  further  ac- 
tion on  their  pari  as  useless:  for  I  consider  the  pro- 
position of  the  naval  committee  thus  put  to  sleep 
one  of  the  least  objedionable  of  all  the  measures 
submilled  lo  us  under  Ihe  sanction  of  the  president. 
1  have  looked  over  these  eslimales,  sir,  bolh  from 
the  war  and  navy  departments,  and  [  consider  thenn 
proper  and  judicious  in  the  existing  state  of  our  re- 
lations with  England;  and,  1  will  add,  tne  heads  of 
bolh  of  those  departments  discharged  their  responsi- 
ble duties — f.r  their  dulies  were  responsible — in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 

A  brief  recapitulation  may  not  be  unaccplable,  nor 
unprofitable. 

The  secretary  of  war  recommended  an  immediate 
passage  of  a  bill  for  the  new   works. 

An  appropriation  of  jji300,000  for  the  fortification 
and  obsti  union  of  channels;  and  also  for  field  works. 

An  afproprialion  of  ijflOO.OOO  for  general  contin- 
gencies in  Ihe  field,  including  the  preparation  of  a 
pontoon  cquipige. 

An  estiuiale  of  the  sum  of  '55,000,000,  as  necessa- 
ry for  fortifications  and  obslru>'tions,  lo  be  appropri- 
ated when  congress  might  think  the  aspect  of  affairs 
threatened  hostilities,  and  then  to  be  placed  at  the 
disposilion  of  the  president. 

The  estimate  for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores, 
amounted  to $4,279, 660 — of  course  to  be  appropriated 
as  congress  inigLl  deem  proper. 

All  addition  lo  the  army  of  so  many  privates  as 
would  raise  each  company  lo  100  men,  thus  adding 
7,960  men  lo  the  army. 

Authority  lo  the  president  to  raise  50,000  volun- 
teers, to  be  called  into  the  public  service  for  one 
year,  whenever  reijuired. 

The  propositions  respecting  fortifications  and  ord- 
nance came  from  the  proper  bureaus,  and  the  propo- 
sition for  an  augmenlalioii  of  the  army  and  a  volun- 
teer force,  camo  from  the  commanding  general 
whose  high  character  and  gallant  services  in  Ihe  field 
justly  give  great  weight  to  his  opinions;  and  those 
proposilions  were  assumed  by  the  secretary,  and  he 
became  responsible  for  them. 

The  secretary  uf  the  navy  recommended  an  accu- 
mulation of  naval  materials  and  stores  to  the  amount 
of  §1,000,000, 

For  the  repair  and  equipment  of  all  the  vessels  in 
ordinary,  and  of  the  frigates  of  the  United  Stales, 
jja,  145,000, 

For  three  steam  frigates,  five  sttaui  sloops,  and. 
two  steamers  of  a  smaller  class,  j;!,:tl0,000. 
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Naval  ordnance  and  stores,  $360,000.  I  Whj,  lo  Ihis:  The  president  told   the  senator  from  I  if  it  does,  it  must  be  met  by  each  one  of  ns  with  a 

How  these  eslimates  were  prepared  in  the  navy  Ohio  no  more  as  to  his  future  course  than  he  told  full  senseof  its  abiding  imporlanceand  of  hisown  ic- 
deparlmpnt,  the  (iocument  in  my  pu-session  dues  not  the  country  and  congrc-s  in  hi«  message.  It  would  I  sponsibilily.  1  suppose  there  is  nol  a  gentleman  in 
show.  I  presuine  they  went  through  the  proper  bu-  be  strange  if  he  had.  The  avowal  of  a  line  of  policy  j  this  body  who  will  not  say  that  cases  may  occur, 
reous.  They  came  to  the  senate,  however,  as  the  when  the  proper  circumstance"  are  before  him  is  the  i  even  in  this  slage  of  the  world,  wlii.-h  may  drive 
act  of  the  secretary.  ]iluly   of  a   sound    and   practical   statesman.     But   1  i  this  country   to  the  extreme  remedy  of  war,  rather 

It  is  obvious  that  all  these  appropriations,  in  any  j  should  much  doulil  the  wisdom  of  the  chief  magis- 1  than  she  should  sub  nit  In  arrogant  and  nnreasonablo 
contingency,  would  not  he.wanlerl  for  some  time;  j  trate  of  a  great  country  who  should  sit  down  to  spe  demands,  or  to  direct  ailaclis  upon  our  rinhts  and  in- 
and,  indeed,  that  the  full  legislative  action  upon  the  i  culate  upon  future  and  remote  contingencies  affecting  !  dependence— like  imiressmenl,  or  Ihc  search  of  our 
subject  would   await  the  devolopments  growing  out '  the  public  welfare,  wilii  a  view  even  to  the  decision 


of  our  foreign  relations.  Ordinary  prud 
quires  that  a  conimencenient  shoulil  be  immediately 
made;  to  what  extent  congress  must  judge.  But  it 
will  be  remarked,  that  much  Ihe  larger  portion  of 
these  estimates  is  for  materials  and  supplies,  which 
we  must  have,  some  time  or  other,  and  ought  to  have 
ere  long,  let  the  aspect  of  our  foreign  all'jtrs  be  as  it 
may. 

In  making   this   prorision,  we   but   anticipate  our 


den 
de 

ships,  or  various  other  acts  by  which  power  is  pro- 
cured and  maintained  over  the  timid  and  Ihc  weak. 
The  true  practical  question  for  a  nation  is  not  Ihe 
cost  of  war,  whether  measured  by  dollars,  or  by  dan- 


upon  his  own  course,  and  still  less  with  a  view  to  Us 
annunciation  to  the  world. 

Let  me,  then,  ask  the  senator,  if  he  thinks  it  is  the 
duty  of  the   chairman  of  the   committee  on  foreign  |  gors,  or  by  disasters,  hut  whether  war  can  be  honor 
relations  lo  put  gratuitous  questions  to  the  preiident,  j  ably  avcided;  and  that  question  each  person  having 


in  order  that  ho  may  be  able  to  come  here  and  d 
elare  what  Ihe  executive  will  do  in  such  and  such  a 
contingency,  which  may  never  happen;  or  which,  if 
it  do  happen,  may  bring   with  it  circumstances  that 


necessities,  and    the    worst  that  can  happen  will  be    may  change  Ihe  whole  aspect  of  Ihe  question.'     But 


that  we  shall  be  sooner  prepared  for  a  stale  of  things 
for  which  we  ought  to  be  always  prepared. 

As  to  the  mode  of  receiving  this  information,  it 
has  been  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  the  govern- 
ment for  years.  Congress  and  its  committees  have 
been  in  the  daily  habit  of  calling  upon  the  heads  of 
the  departments  for  the  necessary  facts  and  views  in 
the  discharge  of  their  legislative  duties.  And,  in  all 
cases  like  the  present,  the  reports  are  suhraitted  to 
the  president  before  being  sent  here,  and  thus  receive 
his  sanction,  and  they  arc  often  changed  by  his  di- 
rections. This  is  well  known  to  all  wlio  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  routine  of  our  executive  depart 
Dient. 

To  return  now,  sir,  to  this  act  of  omission,  this  ne- 
glect lo  recommend  proper  measures  of  defence,  by 
which  the  president's  views  are  to  l)o  interpreted,  in 
this  manner.  ')  lie  president  recommends  no  measures 
of  defence;  therefore,  he  considers  the  country  in  no 
danger;  therefore,  he  intends  to  yieid  to  the  parallel 
of  49°,  which  the  British  government  intends  lo  de- 


I   forbear,  sir.     I  consider  it  unnecessary  lo  pursue 
this  question  further. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  argument  of  the  sen- 
ator from  North  Caralina  wA  devoted  to  prove  that 


power  of  determination  must  determine  for  hiiti^ 
self  when  the  case  is  presented.  On  id  men,  sir, 
may  indulge  in  day-dreams  npon  this  subject,  hut  he 
who  looks  upon  the  world  as  it  has  been,  as  it  is,  and 
as  it  is  likely  lo  be,  must  see  111  it  Ihe  moral  consti- 
tution of  man  has  undergone  little  change;  and  ihat 
interests  and  passions  operate  not  less  upon  commu- 
nities than  they  did  when  the  law  of  public  might 
as    the   law  of  public    right  more   openly  avowed 


the  message  of  the  president  did  nut  justify  these  an-  j  than  now.  Certainly  a  healthful  public  opinion  ex- 
ticipations  of  war,  which  it  appears  to  myself  and  to  '  crls  a  stronger  influence  over  the  world  than  at  any 
other  senators  to  do.  Not  that  be  called  in  question  '  former  period  of  its  history.  Goveromenis  are  more 
the  natural  tendency  of  the  measures  recommended  I  or  less  restrained  by  it,  and  all  feel  the  effects  of  it. 
by  the  president,  nor  the  fau'  construction  of  his  Ian-    Mistresses  and  favorites  and  minions  no  longer  drive 


guage,  but  he  controlled  these  by  the  exlrmsic  fait 
to  which  I  have  adverted.  1  shall  say  nothing  more 
upon  this  subject,  but  I  shall  fortify  my  own  opinion 
by  the  views  of  other  members  of  this  body,  who 
are  entitled  to  more  weight  than  1  am. 

The  honorable  senator  from  South  Carolina  said 
"that  the  recommendation  in  the  message  is  founded 
upon  the  conviction  that  there  is  no  hope  of  compro- 
mise of  the  difficulties  growing  out  of  the  president's 
message  is  too  clear  lo  admit  of  any  doubt." 

After  some  further  remarks,  showing  the  opinions 
entertained  of  the  dangers  of  war,  he  adds:  "Enler- 


mand,'and    thus  there    will  be  no  war.     Now,  sir,    taining  these  opinions,  we  were  compelled  to  oppose 


notice,  because  it  was  necessary  to  prevent  an  appeal 
to  arms,  and  ensure  the  peaceful  settlement  of  the 
question." 

And  the  senator  from  Maryland  said:  "We  have 
all  felt,  Mr.  President,  that  at  one  time  at  least— I 
trust  that  time  is  past — the  nation  was  in  imminent 
danger.     From  the  moment  that  Ihe  president  of  Ih 


Ihat  time,  we    will    take    forcible    possession  of  tl. 

whole  country,"  whiih  of  course  means  war.     And 

he  adds  that  "the  senator  from  North  Carolina  tells 


more  than  two  months  before  this  position  was  taken 
by  the  honorable  senator,  the  president  had  recom- 
mended, by  his  secretaries,  an  addition  to  the  army 
of  almost  8,000  men,  the  organization  of  50,000  vo- 
lunteers, Ihe  removal  of  the  limitations  respecting 
naval  establishment,  that  he  might  be  able  to  direct 
such  an  augmentation  of  the  seamen  of  the  navy  as 
circumstances  might  require,  and  appropriations  for 
military  purposes  to  the  amount  of  $9,679,680;  and 
for  naval  purpo-es  to  the  amount  of  §6,513,000 — 
making  in  Uie  whole  516,195,680,  in  addition  lo  the 
recommendalioiis  in  his  message  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  and  to  the  ordinary  estimates  of 
the  department. 

It  is  unnecessary  lo  pursue  this  topic.  Whatever 
may  be  the  just  construction  of  the  president's  mean- 
ing, which  10  me  is  exceedingly  clear,  it  is  now  ob 
Tious  that  this  act  of  omission  becomes  an  act  of 
commission,  and  proves  that  the  president  is  by  no 
means  tranquil  respecting  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try. 

As  to  Ihe  alleged  want  of  executive  confidence  in 
the  chairman  of  tlie  comoultee  on  foreign  relations, 
I  hardly  know  how  to  speak  of  it  becomingly,  when 
urged  in  this  connexion.  Were  the  fact  so,  it  would 
seem  very  strange  to  me,  and  1  should  think  Ihe 
president  very  badly  advised  lo  withhold  a  proper 
confidence  from  one  of  his  truest  and  most  ellicienl 
friends  upon  this  floor,  and  one,  too,  who,  from  his 
position  at  the  head  of  a  most  important  committee, 
was  officially  entitled  to  it. 

No  one  who  has  witnessed  the  energy,  the  talent, 
and  the  promplilude  of  the  honorable  chairman,  can 
doubt  the  service  he  has  rendered  this  adminislra- 
lion,  nor  the  confidence  he  deserves — a  confidence, 
indeed,  demanded  more  for  the  sake  of  the  public 
interest  ihan  for  his  own  sake. 

But,  sir,  1  have  reason  to  know  that  the  senator 
from  North  Carolina  is  in  error  in  all  this;  that  this!  |y  presented  to  us  with  the  force  of  truth,  and 
deduction  from  exlrinsic  circumstances  is  but  anolh- '  limes  with  the  fervency  of  an  exciled  imaginatiuii.— 
er  proof  Ihat  truth  is  not  always  attained  when  ;  I  have  listened  altenlivelj  to  ail  this,  though  much 
soughl  by  indirect  and  remote  facts  I  have  reason  of  it  I  remember  lo  have  heard  Ihirty  five  years  ago. 
lo  know  that  the  chairman  of  the  commillee  on  fo-  i  But  1  beg  honorable  senators  lo  recollect  that,  upon 
reign  relations  communicales  freely  with  the  presi-  j  this  side  of  the  chamber,  we  have  inlerests,  and  fi- 
dent,  and  enjoys  his  confidence.  milies,   and    homes,  and  a  country,  as  well  as  they 

And  whai  proof  of  estrangement  between  these  ]  have,  and  that  we  are  as  litllc  disposed  lo  bring  war 
high  functionaries  is  furnished  by  the  honorable  upon  our  native  land  unnecessarily  as  they  can  be; 
senator  fvom  North  Carolina.'  Why,  thus  standi  the  '  that  some  of  us  knoiv  by  esprrienee,  ad  of  us  by 
case:  The  uonorable  chairman  silted  that  the  opi- :  reading  and  reflection,  the  calamities,  moral  and 
nions  of  the  president  had  undergone  no  change;  but,  !  physical,  that  war  brings  in  its  train;  and  we  appro 
being  interrogated  upon  the  subject,  he  answered  that ;  date  the  blessings  of  peac 
the  records,  and  the  records  alone,  were  the  sources  '  deep  and  as  steadlast,  and  ii' 


nations  to  war.  nor  are  mere  questions  of  etiquette 
among  the  avowed  causes  of  hostilities.  Ii  is  not 
probable  that  a  people  will  ever  be  again  overcome, 
because  a  statesman  may  consult  his  vanity  rather 
than  his  taste  in  the  choice  of  his  piclnres,  nor  that 
that  the  stale  of  Europe  will  he  changed  because  a 
lady's  silk  gown  may  be  spoiled  by  a  cup  of  tea. — 
Humanity  has  gained  something;  let  us  hope  it  will 
gain  more.  Questions  of  war  are  passing  from  cabi- 
nets lo  the  people.  If  they  are  discussed  in  secret, 
they  are  also  discussed  before  Ihe  world,  for  there  is 
not  a  government  in  Christendom  which  would  dare 
lo  rush  into  war,  unless  that  measure  were  sanclion- 
ed  by  the  state  of  public  feeling.  Still,  let  us  nol  de- 
ceive ourselves.  Lei  us  not  yet  convert  our  swords 
into  ploughshares,  nor  our  spears  inlo  pruninghooks, 
nor  neglect  Ihe  maritime  and  military  defences  of  the 
country,  lulled  by  Ihe  siren  song  of  peace,  peace, 
when  there  may  be  no  peace.  I  am  afraid  we  have 
not  grown  so  much  wiser  and  belter  than  our  fathers. 


United  States  deemed  it  right  and  becoming,  in  the  |  as  many  good  people  suppose.  1  do  not  discern  upon 
very  outset  of  his  official  career,  lo  announce  lo  the  [  the  horizon  of  Ihe  future  the  first  dawn  of  the  mil- 
world  that  the  title   to  the   northwest  territory  was    '---■-      '"'■  '        -■  •'  •   '■ "  -   •  -' 

clear  and  indisputable,  down  to  his  message  in  De- 
cember last,  1  could  not  see  how  war  was  to  be 
averted." 

And  the  honorable  senator  from  Louisiana,  in  his 
speech  yesterday,  advanced  Ihe  same  opinion  upon 
Ihis  subject 


lum.  The  eagle  and  the  lion  will  nol  always  lie 
down  in  peace  together.  Nations  are  yet  subject  to 
human  passions,  and  are  too  often  their  victims. — 
The  government  which  should  say,  1  will  not  defend 
myself  by  force,  would  soon  have  nothing  to  defend. 
An  honorable  senator  quoted  a  remark  I  made  some 
lime  since — I  will  not  say  wilh  a  sneer,  but  wiih  an 


And  the  senator  from  Georgia  also  expressed  ihe  ^Pf-^^f  ,''"'  «/  disapprohation-lhal  .1  was  heller  to 
unviction  that  "this  resolution,  based  as  it  is  on  Ihe  I  defend  Ihe  f^rsl  inch  of  national  Icrrilory  than  the 
resident',  message,  is  a  distinct  intimation  to  Great  I  l^^t.  Does  Uie  honorable  senator  believe  m  the  con- 
Iritain  that  this  mailer  must  be  sealed,  and  in  ^  '^''f  .^^''  proposi  •on-tbat  it  is  belter  to  defend 
lanner  acceptable  to  us,  or  thai  at  the  expiration  of  h^'^"''  "J'^^',  °'  >"rilory  han  the  hrsl.'  If  he  does, 
L„.  .: J..    „,;ii    ,„i,o    r„.„;hu    „.,..„..,.,n  «f  il.J  '   sincerely  trust,  as  well  for  his  own  sake  as  for  the 


sake  of  his  country,  that  he  may  never  be  driven  lo 

correct  his  error  in  the  school  of  experience.    What, 

us  that  the  president    is   waiting  at  Ihc  open  door  of  i  however     the  senator  from  New  Jersey  M  nol  do, 

•^      -  ...»  r  ,       ;  ihe  senator  from  North  Carolina  has  done.   He  sneers 


him  in  the  seni 
'      Now,  sir,  I  shall   nol  thrust  myself  into  this  dis- 
pute— 

"Non  nostrum  inler  vos  lanias  componere  liies.'' 


During  the  progress  of  this  discussion  the  blessing  ,  ^  t„\,i„g  of  gold,  not  for 
of  peace  and  the  liorrors  of  war  have  been  frequent-  ,  yai,gj,|g  enemy.'  Nation 


he  does  nol  believe  that  wise  old  s  lying,  "Give  a 
man  an  inch  and  he  will  lake  an  ell."  Give  a  nalion 
a  small  strip  and  it  will  demand  a  larger  one.  To 
atlempt  lo  purchase  safety  by  concession  is  lo  build 
lelreaiing,  but  for  an  ad- 
g  enemy.  i\ations  are  like  the  daughters  of 
the  horse-leech;  they  cry,  "give,  give."  It  is  idle, 
sir,  lo  array  ourselves  against  ihe  powerf  il  instincts 
of  human  nature;  and  he  who  is  tlead  lo  their  intlu- 
eiice  will  find  as  lilllc  sympathy  in  this  age  ol  Ihe 
world  as  he  would  have  dune  had  he  lived  in  the  ages 
that  are  passed.  If  we  suller  ourselves  to  be  trodden 
upon,  lo  be  degraded,  lo  be  despoiled  of  our  good 
name  and  our  rights,  under  the  pretext  thai  war  is 
unworthy  of  us  or  uur  time,  we  shall  find  ourselves 
in  the  dei-.rcpilude  of  age  before  we  have  passed  the 
period  of  manhood. 

A   great  deal  has  been  said  in  England,  and  not  a 
lillle    in    the  Lniled  Slates,  respecting   our  grasping 


conviction  as 
desires  its  conlinu- 
of  his  information.  lance  more  car:ieslly   than  1  do.     But  all  this  leaves    propensity    in  demanding  llie  whole  ol  Oregon;  aii.l 

Ilseems  to  me  il  would  better  become  our  position  untouched  the  only  real  subject  of  inquiry.  That  is,  we  liave  been  solemnly  admonished  of  the  awful  re- 
if  we  ail  sought  the  views  of  Ihe  president,  su  far  as  [  not  whether  peace  is  a  blessing  and  war  a  curse,  but  sponsibilily  of  involving  two  great  nations  in  war.— 
we  ought  to  seek  them,  in  the  same  aulheiilic  docu- i  whether  peace  can  be  preserved  and  war  avoided  i  The  subject  in  dispute  is  said  not  lo  be  worlh  the 
ments.  It  would  save  a  world  of  unprofitable  con- '  consislenlly  with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  coun-  penis  a  conBicl  would  bring  with  it;  and  the  honora- 
jeclure.    Now,  air,  what  does  all  this  amouat  tof—  !  try.    That  question  may  come  up  for  solution;  and,  '  bio  senator  from  Maine  has  exhibited  lo  lu,  as  in  a 
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balance,  the  disasters  of  war,  and  IhB  value  of  llip  |  against  ihe  Argenllne  Republic,  and  where  the  echoes 
matter  m  contniver-y.  and  has  made  our  territorial  !  of  their  cannon  are  ascendins;  the  Parana  and  its 
claims  to  kiik  the  bram.  Permit  me  lo  turn  to  the  I  vast  tributaries,  till  they  are  lost  in  the  gorges  of  the 
other  «ide  of  tlii>  pictuie.      I  arknowltdfie  the  moral  j  Ande^? 

obligation  of  (governments  to  avoid  war,  where  hif;h-|  1  here  can  he  no  war  in  this  enlightened  age  of  the 
er  obligations  do  not  drive  them  to  it.  I  will  not  ,  uorld?  What,  then,  is  passing  in  Africa,  «here  one 
call  England  the  phari«ee  of  nations,  but  I  will  say  j  hundred  thousand  Christian  havonels  have  driven  the 


thai  bhe  does  not  hide  the  light  of  her  own  good  n 
under  a  bushel.  The  ocean  scarcely  beats  upon  a 
shore  within  sight  of  which  her  fl.ig  is  not  seen,  and 
within  soiii  d  of  which  her  drum  is  not  heard.  And 
yet  I  er  moderation  is  proclaimed,  and  often  wilh  the 
sound  ol  her  caiiiioii,   from  one  end  of  the   civilized 


Arab  fi-om  his  home,  anrl  are  pursuing  him  into  the 
desert,  the  refuge  of  the  turban  since  the  days  of  the 
patri.Trchs' 

What  is  parsing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Ensine, 
^'  here  the  Cos*-ork  has  left  bis  native  plains,  and,  at 
Ihe   call  of  Russia,    is    ascending   the    ridges  of  the 


world  to  the  other.  She  isnnl  tike  otlinnndons.  and  j  Caucasus  to  subdue  its  indigenous  races,  and  to  sub- 
least  of  all,  like  thai  great  grasping  7nobocriicy  nf  Itie  i  siiliile  the  mild  rule  of  Ihe  Muscovite  for  their  own 
west.  '  I  thank  God,"  said  ihe  pharisee  of  old,  "ihal  !  patriarchal  form  of  g..vernment— dependence  upon 
I  am  not  as  oilier  men  ar.-."  Now  the  chapter  of  ac- i  the  Czar  for  dependence  upon  themselves? 
cidenls  has  turned  up  favorably  for  England,  if  slie  j  And  what  is  passing  in  the  Punjaub,  where  the 
will  accept  theopportuuily  afforded  her.  No  man  ;  last  advices  left  two  mighty  armies  almost  within 
in  this  country  wants  war— u/frais/s  no  more  than  :  sight  of  each  other,  after  having  foimht  a  great  bat- 
eomprormnsts,  il  I  may  use  terms  justified  by  the  oc-  ;  tie  of  Hindoo  nmhiiim  against  English  moilenlion. 
casion.  'i'lie  extreme  partisan  of  decisive  measures  j  And  how  long  since  an  enlightened  government, 
asks  nothing  but  the  whole  of  Oregon.  Give  him  Ipn,-  fxcellence,  broke  the  barrier  of  Chinese  power, 
that,  and  he  will  become  as  meek  as  the  latest  pro-!  which  has  so  long  insiflaied  a  vast  empire,  and  scat- 
fessor  oi  hunulily  who  writes  homilies  upon  nntinn-l  lered  dismay  and  death  along  its  coasts,  because  its 
al  moderation  for  the  London 'limes.  Now  =ir.  It.  ;  rulers  had  interdicted  Ihe  sale  of  opium,  a  drug 
England  abandon  her  pretensions,  and  all  these  dis-  equally  destructive  lo  the  moral  faculties  and  to  the 
asters,  the  consequences  of  war,  which  are  foretold  physical  powers  i.f  man?  The  Tartar  passed  the 
—and  I  do  not  doubt  many  of  them  justly  foretold— j  great  wall,  and  planted  his  horse-tails  upon  the  tow- 
will  give  way  and  exist  only  in  the  memory  of  this  |  ers  of  Pekin.  He  then  became  a  Chinese,  and  the 
debate.  There  is  no  condition  of  things,  foreseen  '  empire  went  on  as  before.  But  the  Englishman, 
by  any  man,  puhlic  or  private,  in  thiscounlry.  which  j  with  his  cannon-balls  and  his  opium,  has  introduced 
can  give  lo  England  a  better  line  than  4'JO.  The  j  an  innovation  into  Ihe  habits  and  condition  of  one- 
country  north  ol  thai  line  is  there'orc  all  she  could  |  ihird  part  of  the  human  race,  which  may  fatally  af- 
gain  by  a  contest,  which  is  lo  invohe  Ihe  fearful  con-    feet  iis  future  prosperity? 

sequences  predicted  to  both  countries:  which  rturing         a„ji„..,i„„      :     ■.         .,„    _  r     i-  u  j 

'  "^  -  ^  '      And  how  long  is   it  since  an  English  army  passed 

the  gates  of  Asia,  and,   ascending    Ihe  table  land  of 


its  progress,  it  is  said,  will  bring  nation  after  nat 
within  the  spere  of  its  operation,  and  which  is  finally 


witnin  tne  spere  ol  Us  operation,  and  which  isfina    y  I  ,u„,  „„„,:„„„,     r  i  t,  ^  „  .  i, L-i  .  J  i, 

to  comma  'lo  the  decision  of  the  sword  the  great  '  "'"'  7";'"'^"'-  '^  ",  ['='.\""'  ^een  annihilated  by  a  sc 
question  of  free  government  through  the  world,  by  1  '""/  '''^^.''"s  "hich  have  few  parallels  in  modern 
placing  in  il,  paih  the  antagonistic  principle  that  the  T  ;  ^^^  M"  Z''/-T  *"  "T^"'^  ^T'". 
many  should  be  governed  bv  the.  lew.     VVi,».    ih.n   i  !"•  =!"''  '^'"^'!"^  the  Mediterranean  by  Nineveh,  and 


many   should  be  governed  by  the  few.     What,   then,  I  n   u.   i  i   i  i       ■, 

would    England   surrender  to  preserve  the  p^aceoi'^^^''""'!'"^ -'""'^'^"'-      .  ,         ,.         ^,   . 

the  world,  and  thus  give  the  fist  practical  proof  oC  ,■  ^'"^  ""'-^  ^"^  '^°'}  ^'T  ?k''  "'"'""^  ^mce  Chris- 
moderation  to  be  found  in  the  long  annals  of  her  his- 1  "^"  "='T,"h  "'h  k"  "i  Ta  """'""""^  "i^'}'^- 
torj?  1  a^ree  fullv  with  the  honorable  senator  from  1  "°"'  ^""^ ,  ^^y'^""'^'  exploded  among  the  broken 
Missouri   (Mr.   Atchison)  that  if  England  would  ac   ^  "'f'""""^"''  "^  Sidon. 


to  fight  for;  and  I  will  return  the  question  of  the  gen- 1 ''^'''^''",r''"'   '"""'^  k^""   "'  ""'"  "■*"•='"' 
..      "      -  ..  .      .      .  ^.  .  .       ^  some  of  them  are  waged  by 


projects  upon 
er  lor  a  ne  .v  empire  upon  the  Indus.  The  latest 
Morning  Chronicle  1  have  seen,  one  of  last  month — 
and  thai  ihe  paper  is  the  whig  organ  of  England — 
says,  and  the  prupositiun  is  enunciated  with  charac- 
teristic coolness,  aud  wilh  as  much  apparenl  candor 
as  if  It  weie  extracted  Irom  llie  late?i  treatise  upon 
public  n;orals,  "we  tan  never  govern  India  so  well 
as  we  might  until  we  possess  the  whole  ol  it."  A 
congenial  scnilment  is  quite  as  much  al  home  in  eve- 
ry Englisli  breasl,  thai  America  would  be  much  bet 
ter  governed  than  it  is,  if  England  possessed  the  whole 
of  It. 

Let  the  British  government  now  say  two  war?  at 
the  same  time  arc  enough  lor  ihe  purposes  of  aggran- 
dizement; we  will  not  encounter  a  third;  we  will 
give  up  ihisdoiibiliil  and  disputed  claim,  and  hold  on, 
in  America,  to  what  we  have  got;  we  will  do  so 
much  for  peace.  Let  her  do  this,  and  I  for  one  wil 
Bay  well  dune.      You  begin  to  practice,  though  upon 


and  exhibited  as  proofs  of  benevolence — winch 
an  eminent  French  wriler  says,  overlooks  the  wants 
of  our  neighbor,  but  goes  to  the  north  pole  upon  a 
crusade  of  charity;  which  has  an  innate  horror  al 
the  very  idea  of  black  slavery,  but  looks  calmly  and 
philosophically,  and  with  no  bowels  of  compassion 
nor  compunctions  of  remorse,  upon  white  slavery 
and  brown  slavery,  amounling  to  millions  upon  mil- 
lions, in  Russia,  and  in  the  English  possessions  in 
India  and  elsewhere,  because,  forsooth,  this  servitude 
is  not  in  the  United  States,  and  neither  cotton  nor 
sugar  will  be  afl'ecled  by  it. 

These,  and  the  Belgian  war,  and  the  Spanish  war, 
and  Ihe  Greek  war,  are  events  of  but  yesterday,  yel 
sounding  in  our  ears,  and  duelling  upon  our  tongues 
And  1  might  go  on  wiih  these  proofs  and  illustraiions 
of  the  pugnacious  disposilien  of  the  world  till  your 
patience  aud  mine  were  exhausted. 

Why,  sir,  if  England  had  a  temple  of  Janus,  as 
Rome  had  of  old,  it  would  be  as  seldom  shut  as  wa 


'   .,  ,  k       A     .      I  .15!  tvume  iiau  oi  oio,  ii  wouio  ne  as  se  Uom  s  lut  as  was 

sii.al     scale,   as   vou  preach.     And  "iv  not  do  so.' — i  ,k„i   „r  k„,.    ;     „     •   i  ,   .  t<i.      c     .    cr. 

This  lernloiy   is  separated  by  an  ocean  and  a   eon.i- |   .'!=''  °' A", "'^"'!'P'°"">P''-     ^  ^'    ^'''    ^^'f^" 
nent   Irom   England.     She  cannot  long  hold  il  if  she      ,?r„.  »      .     71  T      ^  h  """'^.f  P^'^'f  '" 

could   gam  It.     1  mean  long,cumpaied  with  the  lile  I   .'!.,^'^!r?'/r. ''"?"'"    r^''^'   '.','  '^^r'''"', 


ol  nations:  whereas  it  joins  us,  iiilerveiies  belween 
IIS  and  our  communication  w  illi  Ihe  Pacific,  will  form 
an  integiul  (I  do  not  doubt  a  perpetual)  portion  ol 
our  coiilederac);  will  he  in  time  a  necessary  oullel 
lor  our  population,  and  presenU  all  those  elements  ol 
contiguitv  und  of  position  which  indicate  and  invite 
political  unions. 

But  it  has  been  said  and  tesaid,  in  the  senate  and 
out  of  il,  that  two  great  nations  cannot  go  to  war. — 
And  why  cannot  two  great  nalions  go  lo  war  against 
one  another  as  well  aa  two  great  nations  combined 
against  a  small  one?  So  lar  as  hcmor  conte.mis  a 
dispaiily  of  lorec,  the  lurmer  would  be  much  more 
bonoruble  than  the  latter. 

What  is  going  on  in  ilio  La  Plata,  where  I'Vance 
and  England  have  sent  their  united  lleets  and  armicH 


iiankind;  and  ih.  re  are  senators  in  this  body,  and  I 
am  among  the  number,  who  were  horn  al  Ihe  close 
of  one  war  wilh  England,  and  have  lived  llirough 
another,  and  who  are  perhaps  destined  to  witness  a 
third.  And  yet  zealous  bul  ill-judging  men  would 
try  to  induce  lis  lo  cast  by  our  armor,  and  lay  open 
our  country,  because,  lorsootb,  the  age  is  too  enlight- 
ened to  toleraie  war.  I  am  afraid  we  arc  not  as  good 
as  tliese  pence  men  al  alt  sacrifices,  persuade  llieimetvca 
and  attempt  lo  persuade  others. 

lUit,  sir,  to  advert  to  another  topic.  1  perceive — 
and  I  am  happy  to  find  il  so — that  there  has  been  a 
nearer  union  of  scntiuient  nn  one  branch  of  this  sub- 
ject bel*cen  tlic  honorable  senator  fioui  MaryliintI 
and  myself  ihan  I  had  supposed.  All  I  regret  is, 
ihat  he  had  not  avowed  his  opinion  earlier  in  Ihe 
session;  for  1  should  have  felt  myself  greatly  encour- 


aged in  my  course  by  Ihe  identity  of  our  views  res- 
pecting Ihe  danger  of  the  country.  The  honorable 
gentleman  says:  "We  all  have  felt,  at  one  time  at 
least — I  trust  Ihal  time  is  past — the  nation  was  in 
imminent  danger  of  w.ir  "  "Fioin  the  moment  the 
president  of  the  United  States  dee-ned  it  right  and 
becoming,  in  the  very  outset  of  his  official  career,  to 
announce  to  ihe  world  Ihat  Ihe  title  of  Ihe  United 
States  to  the  northwest  '"rritory  wascl.^arand  indis- 
putable, down  to  the  period  of  his  message  in  Decem- 
ber, when  he  reileraied  the  assertion,!  could  not  see 
l.r.-v  it  was  possible  war  was  to  be  averted."  "I  could 
not  but  listen  wilh  di«inay  and  alarm  at  what  fell 
from  the  distinguished  senator  from  Michigan  at  an 
I  early  period  of  this  session." 

I  Now,  sir,  1  have  not  the  slightest  wish  to  misinter- 
j  pret  the  sentiments  of  the  senator  from  Maryland; 
j  but  I  frankly  confess  I  do  not  understand  how,  with 
the  opinion  he  expresses,  tiiat  war  was  unavoidable, 
I  any  remarks  of  mine  could  have  biren  thus  charac- 
1  lerized.  I  am  well  aware,  indee  t.  Ihat  they  came 
!  like  a  bomb  shell  into  a  powder  magazine.  But  why, 
I  i  have  yet  to  learn.  Like  the  honorable  senator 
I  from  Maryland,  the  moment  1  read  the  president's 
I  message  I  saw,  to  my  own  conviction  at  least,  Ihat 
lour  relations  with  England  were  in  a  critical  situa- 
!  lion;  and  that  a  regard  to  our  duly  as  representatives 
!  and  sentinels  of  Ihe  people  required  us  lo  take  mea- 
'  sures  of  precaution  proportioned  to  the  danger,  what- 
I  ever  that  might  be.  The  president,  with  a  due  re- 
1  gard  lo  his  own  responsibility  as  well  as  lo  the  just 
expectations  of  his  countrymen,  spread  before  us 
not  only  his  own  views  and  recoiiimendalions,  but 
the  whole  diplomatic  correspondence  which  had 
passed  between  the  two  governments  on  the  subject 
of  Oregon.  Well,  we  all  saw  there  was  a  dead  halt 
in  the  m;irch  of  the  negotiations.  The  president 
told  us  in  effect  ttiey  were  closed.  I  am  not,  sir, 
very  tenacious  as  lo  the  word.  I  do  not  attich  that 
importance,  in  fact,  to  the  condition  itself,  which  the 
senator  from  North  Carolina  appears  lo  do.  1  am 
willing  to  call  It  closed,  or  lerniinaSed,  or  suspend- 
ed, or,  in  the  executive  phra-e,  "dropped."  All  I 
wish  to  show  is,  thai  no'^ing  was  going  on.  Why 
the  honorable  senator  from  North  Carolina  dwelt 
with  such  earnestness  upon  this  point  I  do  not  com- 
prehend, unless,  indeed,  he  supposed  that,  il  Ihe  ne- 
gotiations were  closed,  they  were  closed  forever  be- 
yond Ihe  reach  of  the  parties.  If  such  were  his 
views,  1  do  not  partake  them.  I  trust  no  question  of 
mere  etiqoelie  will  keep  the  parties  separated  if  oth- 
er circumstances  should  indicate  they  might  ba 
brought  together.  Such  a  course  of  action,  or  rath- 
er of  inaction,  would  deserve  the  reprobation  of  the 
whole  world.  But,  however  this  may  be,  the  presi- 
dent said  Hint  all  attempts  nl  cow/ii-oinise  hud/ailed. — 
These  are  his  words.  He  invited  us  to  give  the  no- 
tice for  the  terniinalion  of  the  joint  occupation  of 
the  country.  He  said  it  was  all  ours,  and  thai  our 
title  to  it  was  maintained  by  iirrfrngnble  facts  nnd  ar^i- 
ments;  and  he  said  also  al  the  end  ol  the  year  the 
temporary  measures,  which  a  regard  to  treaty  stipu- 
hiticins  allowed  us  only  to  adopt  al  this  lime,  niiist  be 
abandoned;  and  our  jurisdiction  over  Ihe  whuls 
country  established  and  luainlained.  Such  were,  in 
effect,  the  views  submitted  lo  us  by  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  nation,  in  ihe  discharge  of  a  solemn  duty 
committed  to  him  by  the  constitution. 

One  would  think  herd  were  elements  enough  of 
trouble  to  engage  Ihe  attention  of  the  national  legis- 
lature, and  to  command  its  immediate  acmm.  li 
the  ship  of  stale  were  lo  he  steered  by  the  chart 
thus  prepared  by  the  pilot,  either  Great  Britain 
must  turn  Irom  lier  course  or  n  e  must  niecl  her. — 
There  was  no  other  alterciiive.  She  must  gainsay 
much  she  had  said.  Sue  must  relinquish  much  she 
had  claimed.  She  roust  concede  much  she  had  de- 
nied. She  must  do  what  a  proud  nation  does  with 
reluctance — retrace  her  steps  in  the  face  of  Ihe 
world,  and  lower  herself  in  her  own  estimation.  I 
did  not  say  she  would  do  all  this.  I  do  say  so  now. 
But,  looking  to  her  hi>lory,  lo  her  pasition,  and  to 
Itie  motives  of  human  conduct — as  these  operate 
upon  communities  as  well  as  ujion  individuals — I 
had  great  difficulty  in  believing  that  she  would  do 
it,  and  I  said  so.  And  there  was  yet  anottier  ele- 
ment of  uncerlaintv ,  combined  with  all  these  causes 
of  embarrassment,  and  that  was  the  doubt,  if  she 
came  to  the  parallel  of  49°,  whether  she  would  find 
our  governmenl  rea.iy  to  ba<  k  to  the  same  line.  I 
know  nothing  of  ihe  inlciitiuus  of  either  govern- 
ment iip.m  that  kuhject.  1  cannot  speak  authorita- 
tively, and  therelore  1  do  not  undertake  to  speak  at 
all.  1  Icno.'  t:s  little  as  any  one  in  ihis  room — be 
he  actor  or  s|"  ctator  m  the  scene  that  is  pa^sing-- 
whether  the  oiler  would  I'l  accepted  if  repealed,  or 
whether  It  would  be  repealed  if  demanded.  All  1 
know  is,  that  as  the  basis  of  an  amicable  adjustment, 
Ihal  time,  which,  while  il  mends  some  tilings  mars 
others,  is  every   day    increasing    the  difficulty  of  its 
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establishmfnt;  and  that,  as  a  means  of  terminating 
lhi5  conlroversy,  I  believe  Ihe  qutslion  ia  rapidly 
pa^siiis!  fioui  the  oiiliol  of  tlie  government  to  the 
control  of  public  oiiniion. 

Under  ihese  i'in'.uinslance<i  I  introduced  resolu- 
lions  of  inquiry  into  llie  necessity  of  adopting  mea 
Mires    for   the    defence    of  the    country,  and   on  the 


ImposinK  manner,  and  has  called  upon  parliament  |  and  honor,  and  It  came  to  a  glorion*  conclusion.  It 
to  extend  these  arma  nents  still  further.  And  we  I  pushp'l  uj  forward  in  all  Ih- elements  of  a'lvanre- 
nov  exhibit  to  the  world  the  exlriordinarvsperlaclfl  I  m-nl;  an  I  as  we  did  then  so  shall  we  do  now.  If  a 
of  a  nation  in  a  state  of  perfect  Iranquillity  — 1  i  war  is  forced  upon  us,  we  ahull  meet  il  with  its 
might  rather  say  of  apathy    almost — without  an  ar- |  dangers  and    responsibilities.     No    array    of  fi'.;nres 

my,  without  a   militia,  (lor   our   militia  is  unfi.rtu-    will   slop    the   people    in    their   patriotic   course 

iiately  nearly  disnrKanized;)  Ailh  unfinished  and  un-  YiUi  miijht  as  well  attempt  to  stop  the  sur[;es  of  the 
15th  of  Dcceinber,  1  advocated  their  adoption  and  j  furnished  defences;  with  an  adequate  supply  of  the  ocean  heating  upon  the  seacoasl  by  marks  in  tha 
explained  my  views,  of  which  1  have  now  troubled  mufoie/ of  war;  with  a  navy  calculated  only  for  a  1  sand,  which  the  first  wave  sweeps  away,  and  then 
the  sena'e  Willi  a  brief  suni^nary,  and    to    which  the  |  stale    of  peace;    wiih    three    thousand    six    hundred  1  passes  on. 

honorable  aenilor  "ays  he  listened  with  "dismay  and  i  miles  of  seacoast  on  the  Atlantic,  and  one  thousand  As  to  this  notion  that  a  war  cannot  be  maintained 
slarni."  "Dismay  and  alarm"  at  propositions  for  |  three  hundred  miles  on  the  Pacific,  and  four  thou- I  without  cash  enou(;li  in  the  possession  of  the  govern- 
jefence,  when  the  gentleman  himself  says  that  "the  I  sand  one  hundred  miles  of  ulterior  frontier  from  |  meiit  to  .arry  il  on,  or  the  means  of  prociiriu<  it  at 
nation  was  in  iiiiiniiieiit  danger;"  when  "he  could  [  Easlport  to  the  line  where  54"^  41)^  strikes  the  ocean,  any  lime  by  loans,  the  two  succesefiil  experiments 
not  see  how  it  was  poi-iljle  war  was  to  be  avoided."  i  and    two    thousand   four   hundred    miles  ol  interior  j  wc  have  made  have  demonstrated  its    fallacy.     1  do 

frontier  from  Ihe  southwestern  corner  of  Oregon  to  not  stop  to  point  out  the  peculiarities  in  our  condi- 
the  Rio  del  Norte — making  a  boundary  of  eleven  lion  wliicli  prevent  our  national  exertions  from  be- 
ihousaiid  four  hundred  miles,  agreeably  to  the  cal  j  ins  paralyzed  by  deficient  resources.  I'liey  are  to 
culalion  I  have  procured  from  the  librarian,  and  ;  be  found  In  the  spirit  and  patriotism  of  our  people; 
penetrable  in  all  directions;  while,  at  Ihe  same  time,  i  hi  the  common  interests  they  feel  in  a  government 
re  involved    in   a   great   controversy   with    the  ;  estahli'.hed  by  them,  and  responsible  to  them;   in  the 


For,  it  will  be  obscned,  they  were  subsequent 
ciimstances,  suhsfqueiit  by  some  weeks,  which  re- 
moved ttiis  iinpre»-iim  of  the  danger  of  war  made  by 
the  presideiil'-.  inaugural  address,  and  by  his  mes- 
sage at  Ihe  eomuieiiuement  ot  the  session.  The) 
were  Ihe  speeches  of  Ihe  senators  from  .Missouri  and 


New    York,  and  especially  the  speech  recently  dell-  j  most  formidable  nation — formidable  in  the  means  of  i  system  of  private  credit  which  almost  makes  part  of 


ered  by  Ihe  senator  from  North  Carolina.  For 
m)  self,  I  did  nut  hear  one  word  fall  from  the  sena- 
tors from  Missouri  and  New  York,  so  far  as  I  recol- 
lect, Ml  which  1  did  not  fully  concur.  The  former, 
besides  Ihe  aulhurity  which  loi.g  experience,  high 
talents,  and  great  services  to  his  country  and  his 
party,  give  to  ail  h.:  says,  here  and  elsewhere,  un- 
derstands this  whole  subject  better  perhaps  than  any 
man  in  the  nalion.  And  we  all  have  borne  our  tri- 
bute of  gralilieaiion  to  the  able  and  stalesinanlike 
expo.silion  of  liie  mailer  given  by  the  senator  Irom 
New  Yo:k.  1  did  not  understand  either  of  these 
senators  as  alluding  to  the  ulterior  course  of  the  pre- 
sident, or  seeking  lo  express  any  opinion  respecting 
the  result  of  Ibis  controversy.  And  1  will  ask  the 
senator  from  Maryland  whether,  upon  a  grave  ques- 
tion like  this,  it  is  not  salir  and  wiser  to  deduce  Ihe 
views  of  the  president  from  two  public  and  solemn 
documents,  spreading  before  his  country  his  opin- 
ions and  foreshadowing  his  course,  rather  than 
from  the  construction  given  them  by  others,  and  rest- 
ing upon  what  is  called  acts  of  omissioo  and  of  com- 
mission.' 

It  is  not  a  little  curious,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true, 
that,  during  the  discussion  brought  out   by  my  reso 


ijuring  us — upon  llie    face    of   the    globe;  which   is  |  our  institutions,  and  which  often    separates  hy  wide 
kling  on  its  armor,  and  telling  the  world,  through  |  Intervals  the  purchase  and  the  payment;  m  Ihe  abun- 
its  sovereign,  that  it  will    maintain    its  interests  and  |  lance  and  cheapness  of  Ihe    necessaries  of  life,  and 


its  honor — which,  being  translated  into  plain  Ainer 
can,  means  that  il  will  hold  on  lo  its  claims. 

Mr.  President,  a  great  deal  has  been  said,  both 
here  and  elsewhere,  respecting  the  probability  of 
war;  whether  it  will  i csult  from  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  two  nations.     Some  gentlemen  think  this 


n  the  military  ardor  which  stimulates  our  young 
men,  and  sends  ihem  to  the  stand.ird  of  their  coun- 
try. No  modern  Crajsiis,  be  he  a  king  of  financiers, 
or  a  financier  of  kings,  holds  in  his  hands  tlie  actioa 
of  this  government.     But  even  in  Europe  a  decisive 

xperiment  has  shown  that  the  exertions  of  a  nalion 


is  a  legitimate  suhjeci  of  inquiry,  arising  out  of  Hie  are  not  to  be  crippled  by  a  crippled  treasury.  One 
principal  question — that  of  Ihe  notice — directly  be-  i  of  the  great  errors  of  Mr.  Pill  arose  from  his  belief, 
fore  us;  while  others  think  we  should  decide  the  [  that  as  the  French  resources  and  credit  were  de- 
que-tion  on  its  own  merits,  leaving  out  of  view  the  j  ranged  and  almost  destroyed,  iherel'ore  France  was 
consequences  to  which  it  may  lead.  Ccrlainly,  a  |  incapable  of  the'necessary  efforts  to  defend  herself 
question  of  territorial  right  should  be  judged  and  I  against  the  formidable  coalition,  at  the  head  of 
determined  nakedly,  and  unembarrassed  by  olher  j  which  F.ngland  placed  herself,  and  to  mauitain  which 
considerations.  We  owe  that  to  our  own  honor. —  j  she  poured  out  her  blood  as  freely  as  her  treasure  — 
Siill,  it  becomes  prudent  men,  especially  prudenl  1  Hut  the  result  proved  the  folly  and  the  fallacy  of  all 
statesmen,  when  taking  an  important  step,  to  look  this,  notwitlistandinir  the  depreciation  of  tlie  French 
lo  its  results.  Neither  national  nor  individual  acts  |  p  iper,  and  Ihe  difficulties  consequent  upon  il.^ 
are  insulated;  one  measure  leads  to  another.  U  i  What  was  the  progress  and  result  of  this  effort  to 
seems  to  me  it  is  not  only  our  riglii,  but  our  duly,  as ;  prevent  a  people   from   changing  and    reorganizing 


the  representatives  of  the  states,  to  inquire  where 
this  measure  will  condu.-.t  us.  If  to  a  stable  peace, 
so  much  the  better.     If  lo  war,  let   us  conlempiaie 


lutions,  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  Ihe  senate  "«  prospects  and  Us  dangers,  and  let  us  prepare  for 
took  the  opportunity  of  expressing  their  entire  con  I '"  consequences.  But,  at  any  rate,  let  us  rom- 
currenee  in  the  views  and  course  of  the  president,  |  mune  together,  and  not  blindly  ru.sh  into  the  future, 
and  avowed  tl.ir  gratification  at -he  executive  state-    rather  driven    by   our  instincts  ihan   guided   bjf  our 

•     -Bason. 

Our  first  object  is  to  preserve  our  rights;  our  next, 


ments,  and  reoonimendations,  though  a  condensed 
narrative  of  the  negoliaiiuns  accompanied  the  mes- 
sage, and    formed    Ihe  groundwork   of  the   sugges- 


ir  government,  is  written  upon  the  pages  of  i 
quarter  of  a  century  of  war,  and  still  more  plainly 
upon  the  oppressed  taxation  of  England,  which  now 
weighs  upon  her  present  condition  like  an  incubus, 
and  overshadows  her  future  with  dark  clouds  of  ad- 
versity. 

I  now  propose  to  submit  some  observations  upon 
the  remaiks  presented  lo  the  senate  a  few  days  since, 
by  the  distinguished  senator  from  South  Carolina. — 


to  do  that  peacefully.     While  we  all   hope  that  war    The  originality  of  his    views,  and    the  force   of   the 
submilied  to  us,  and  though  the  correspondence  \  will  be  averted,  that  hope  will    never  be  strengthen-  i  illustrations  with  which    they  uere    supported,  give 


was  spread  out  in  full  before  us.  Wnat  is  now 
thought  upon  this  subject  on  the  oilier  side  of  the 
chamber,  it  needs  nol  that  1  should  tell.  The  views 
there  expressed  are  a*  unequivocal  as  they  are  con- 
denialory.  -'We  all  have  felt,"  says  the  senator  fr-  in 
iMaryland,  "that  war  was  imminent,"  and  still  more 
emphatically,  "I  could  not  see  how  it  was  passible 
war  was  to  be  aveiled." 

But  I  may  be  permitted  to  ask  the    honorable  sen- 
is  opinion,  was    thus  imminent,  and 


ed  by  underrating  ilie  capacity  ol  either  nation  lo  i  them  great  consideration;  and  as  it  seems  to  me  that 
d-feiid  Itself,  or  lo  injure  its  own  op(ionent.  For  j  in  some  important  particulais  their  tendency  is  er- 
iiiy  own  part  1  see  no  want  of  patriotism  in  stating  I  roneous,  1  desire  to  cominunjcate  the  impression  tliey 
plainly   a.id  frankly    the    means   of  annoyance  thai  :  made  upon  me. 

England  possesses;  and  I  think  the  course  of  my  ho-  '  While  I  shall  do  this  with  the  freedom  which  a 
norable  friend  Irom  Delaware  upon  t!iat  subject  was  sincere  'earcli  allcr  truth  justifies,  1  shall  ijr  it  with 
equally  patriotic  and  judicious.  Tliere  is  said  to  be  the  respect  that  Ihe  eminent  !-ervicea  and  high 
a  bird  in  toe  desert  which  hides  Us  head  in  the  i  characler  of  the  senator  justify,  and  that  an  lin- 
sand,  and  then  Hunks  it  is  sale  from  dai.;er  be-  inu-rrupted  friendship  of  tliiily  years,  wliieh  has 
cause  it   cannot  see  it.     Let  us  not  imitate  this  lol-    been  to  me  a  source  of  great  gratification,  naturally 


ator  if  war -  „,, ,  —   — , —    .,,.,,, 

not  to  be  averted,  how    happened  it  Ihat  :,.j  remark  i  Ij-     Let  us  look  directly  at  what    we    must  encoun-  j  inspires. 

''filled    him    ii  ith   alarm    and   di5ina>?"     1   thouglii    '*^'''>  ■''"'*  ^re  forced   lo  war,  and  then  let  us  behave  |       1  he  senator  slates  that  w  hen  Ihis   proposition  for 

there  was   danger   of  war   an  i  so  il  appears  did  he' '  ''''^  reasonable  men,  and  make   reasonable  prepara-  i  notice  lo  lerniinate  the  joint   occupancy  of  Oregon 
'  '  lion  to  meet  il.  was  first  submitted  for  consideration,  he  was  opposed 

1  see  it  said  in  a  London  Herald   that  we  cannot !  '"  i'-     But  that  now  he  is  in  favor  of  it  in  some  mo- 
carry  on  war,  because  we  cannot  procure  the  means  !  •'''i«<l  f"""!  "'«  fT'".  1  believe,  it  assumes  in  the  re- 
lo  meet  the  necessary  expenditures.     The   same  as 
sertion  has  been  made  in  some  of  our  o^vn  journals 
and  even  by    higher  aulhorily      Tne    senator    from  |  '^^^^ 
Soulh  Carolina  has  referred    in   this  connexion  to  v 
venerable  man,  for  whom  and    whose    patri   lie  ser 

vices  1  have  greal  and  sincere  respect,  who  has  | ''"  oi'P"'-«''  "i  ''i^l  l""  thinks  now  it  would  lead  to 
auakened  Irom  a  political  slumber  ol  almost  a  quar-  I  peace,  and  therelore  be  favors  it. 
Itr  of  a  century,  and  presenU  tumself  to  his  couii-  Certainly,  Mr  President,  Ihis  is  consistent  ground 
Irymen  Willi  elaborate  statistical  tables,  shovving  the  for  any  man  lo  occupy.  A  change  of  action  on 
pecuniary  cost  of  war,  and  the  burdens  it  brings  I  questions  ol  expediency,  where  circumstances  have 
with  It.  'ah  lliis  is  unnecessary.  It  is  taught  in  ;  cb.inged,  is  a  dictate  of  true  wisdom.  He  who 
ble  halls  which  has  said  to  i  Ihe  very  horn-book  of  naiional  expenditures.  Uurs  I  boasts  Ihal  he  has  never  changed,  boasts,  in  fact, 
y  16  upon  1  is  not  a  quesliun  of  Hie    cost    of  war,  but  of  Us  n«-  t  that  the  lesson  of  experience  has  been  lost  upon  hi 


And  his  estimate  of  the  danger  was  higher  than 
mine;  for  I  thought  that  among  mher  means  of  avoid- 
ing il,  instant  and  adequate  preparalious  might  exhi- 
bit such  powers  of  oHence  and  defence,  and  such  a 
spirit  111  ibe  country,  tli.it  England  might  pause  be- 
fore she  would  diue  us  to  the  last  alternative  of  in- 
jured nalioiis.  And  therefore  was  I  so  anxious  lor 
an  immediate  and  decisive  manifestation  upon  thi> 
subject.  But  we  have  all  suU'ered  these  resolulions 
to  sleep,  „s  1  remarked  the  other  day,  if  not  the 
sleep  ot  death,  a  slumber  almost  as  quiet;  and, 
though  they  were  a  lillle  startled  by  the  president's 
message,  still,  before  their  full  resuscitation  into  llie, 
il  may  be  necessary  ihat  that  saine  solemn  uarning 
should  ptneiiale  the  in 
other  impruvident  nali 


solution  ot  Ihe  senator  iioin  Georgi; 

That  his  motives  of  action  were  the  same  in  bolh 
desire  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  two 
counlrii-s;  that  in  the  former  part  of  the  session  he 
thought  the  notice  would  lead  to  war,  and  therelore 


jou!  If,' then  both  Hie  senator  and  myself  were  ap- I  cessily.  That  same  eminent  man,  the  survivor  of  [  and  that  he  grows  older  without  growing  wiser.  But 
prehensive  of  war,  and  he  tho-..g.ii  it  could  not  be  i  the  cabinets  of  iMr.  Jeflerson  and  of  .Mr.  .Madison,  j  nelore  a  change  Hikes  place  in  our  approbation  or 
averted,  the  "dumay  and  alarm"  »hicli  my  remaiks  I  was  understood,  in  1812,  to  enteitain  a  similar  re-  I  condemnation  uf  a  great  question  ol  national  policy, 
occasioned  did  not  result  Irom  any  diHereiice  ol  j  pugnance  against  commitling  the  destinies  of  his  the  reasons  whi'h  dictate  it  should  be  carefully  coQ- 
views  upon  that  subject.     And  as  these  remarks  had  |  country  to  war  which  he  now   exhibits,  ..nd  to  fore-  ]  sidered  and  clearly  established. 

but  too  objects— one  lo  show  the  danger  we  were  in, : -hadow  similar  ditficullies.  I  do  not  know  if  ihc  |  Has  this  been  done  by  ihe  senator  from  South 
and  the  oLIier  to  guard  against  It — it  ivould  seem  to  i  fact  be  so.  1  can  repeal  only  the  rumors  of  the  Carolina?  1  think  not.  He  assumes  the  very  fact 
be  Hie  latter  at  which  Ihe  honoraole  senator  took  ex- j  day.  It  was  thi  ii  asserled  and  believed  that  some  i  upon  h  Inch  hi~  whole  argument  rests.  He  a-suines 
cepliun,  and  it  is  certainly  a  cause  of  mortiheation  I  report  or  document  from  Hie  secretary  of  the  trea-  Hiat  a  greal  change  has  taken  place  lioth  in  Hiis  coun- 
that  1  manigcJ  my  subject  so  awkwardly  as  to  con-  \  sury  was  inlended  to  daraptn  Ihe  national  ardor,  by  |  try  and  in  England  in  public  opinion  upon  this  sub- 
vert my  piopusil  oiis  lor  defence  into  a  maUer  for '  an  imposing  array  of  the  contribiiUons  it  would  be  I  jeci,  which  will  necessarily  lead  to  a  compromise, 
"alarm  and  dismay."  I  necessary  to  levy  upon  the  country   in   the   event  of   and  thus  lo  an  amicable   adjustment  of  Ih.s   serious 

Since  then,  tiowever,  another  note  of  warning  has  j  war,  and  thus   to  pievent   its   occurrence.     But  the  |  and  long  pending  controveisy. 
reached  us  from  the  eastern  hemisphere,  and  we  not ,  ettorl,  if  made,  was  useless  then,  and  it  will  he  Use- 1      Ul   Hie  lact  itself,  thus    alleged,  the   senator  fur- 
only    know  that   Kngland   is   armiug,  but   the   scjve-    less  now.     The  war  went   on   because    it  could  nut  i  nislies  no  proof.  Indeed,  he  allempls  to  furnish  none, 
reign   herself  has  announced  the  fact  in  the  most  I  be  avoided,  without  a  sacrifice  of  the  national  right*    He  merely  says: 
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"There  la  one  poinl  in  which  we  must  all  be  j 
agreed,  that  a  great  change  has  taken  place  since 
the  cumnienoeinent  of  this  discussion  in  relation  to 
notice,  in  iis  bearings  upon  the  question  of  peace  or 
war."  "Public  I'pinion  has  had  time  to  develop  it- 
self, not  only  on  this,  but  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  and  that  opinion  has  pronounced  most  au- 
dibly and  clearlj  in  favor  of  compromise." 

"As  ihings  now  stand,  I  no  longer  regard  it  as  a 
question  whether  the  controversy  shall  be  pacifically 
arranged  or  not,  nor  even  in  what  manner  it  shall  be 
arranged.  I  regard  the  ai^angement  now  simply  a 
question  of  time,"  &e. 

Mr.  President,  1  cannot  partake  this  confidence. — 
The  signs  of  the  times  are  any  thing  but  auspicious 
to  me.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  annunciation 
thus  certainly  made  of  the  peaceful  termination  of 
this  matter  rests  upon  the  change  in  public  opinion, 
and  upon  the  conviction  that  both  governments  are 
ready  to  compromise,  and  both  prepared  to  come  to 
the  same  line;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  the  senator 
adds,  "ha  trusts  that,  in  concluding  it,  there  will  be 
no  unnecessary  delay." 

In  all  this,  sir,  I  am  under  the  impression  there  is 
a  great  misapprehension.  As  to  the  universality  of 
the  proposilioii  that  all  are  agreed  aa  to  this  change^  I 
know  there  is  an  error.  For  myself,  my  conviction 
is  as  strong  as  human  conviction  can  be,  not  only 
that  the  change  thus  indicated  has  not  taken  place, 
but  that  a  great  change  has  been  going  on  in  a  con- 
trary direction.  1  believe  that  the  opposition  to  a 
compromise  upon  the  parallel  of  49^  has  increased, 
is  increasing,  and  will  go  on  to  increase;  and  that 
both  here  and  in  England  public  opinion  is  less  and 
less  confident  in  an  amicable  settlement  of  this  dis- 
pute. I  shall  not  pursue  thi-.  mailer  into  its  details. 
1  will  merely  remark  that  the  evidences  of  public 
opinion  which  reach  us,  whether  borne  here  by  let- 
ters, by  newspapers,  by  declarations  of  conventions, 
or  by  the  resolutions  of  legislative  bodies,  are  deci- 
sive and  indisputable.  And  in  proof  of  this,  look 
at  the  passage  of  the  resolutions  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives by  a  majority  almost  unknown  in  a 
free  country  upon  a  great  question  like  this,  and  in- 
volving such  momentous  consequences;  and  this,  too, 
when  the  senalor  says  he  thought  llieir  passage 
would  lead  to  war.  And  what  say  the  advices  from 
England.'  They  speak  a  language  as  positive  as  it 
is  minitory.  What  says  the  "Standard"  of  March 
3d,  the  great  tory  organ?  1  will  tell  you:  "But  will 
the  American  congress  confirm  the  insolent  and  un- 
warrantable tone  adopted  by  this  braggadocio?"  &c. 
And  the  person  thus  denominated  by  these  mndels 
of  all  that  IS  decorous,  so  often  recommended  to  us 
for  our  study,  is  the  president  of  this  great  repub- 
lic "And  dreadful  as  is  the  alternative,  it  will  be 
with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  any  British  minister 
can  escape  from  it  with  honor."  The  last  London 
Tunes  1  have  seen  says:  "The  joint  navigation  of 
the  Columbia — the  right  of  harbors  on  the  seacoast, 
and  the  right  of  truSjc  for  the  Hudson  Bay  company 
on  one  bank  of  the  river,  arc,  we  lliink,  demands 
neither  unjust  nor  extravagant."  The  London  Ga- 
zette of  IMarch  ad,  says:  "T/ie  news  from  tUe  United 
Stntis  jiislijies  the  fears  we  /iiiue  rejieatedly  expressed  uf 
the  ditermined  Sjiirit  of  hostility  which  pervades  a  power- 
ful parly  in  the  United  States."  The  London  Sun,  a 
neulral  paper,  says:  "Tlie  news  from  this  country 
has  produced  a  strong  feeling  of  indignation  among 
our  commercial  circles;  and  those  who  have  all 
along  opposed  the  expediency  of  a  war,  on  account 
of  mercantile  connexions,  now  openly  claim  a  vin- 
dication of  the  honor  of  llie  country  at  the  hands  of 
the  executive."  "The  feeling  every  where  is,  that 
England,  having  shovvii  as  much  forbearance  as  is 
compatible  with  her  station  in  the  scale  of  nations, 
is  now  called  upon  to  treat  the  proceedings  of  the 
American  legislalors  with  Ihe  contempt  they  de- 
serve." The  Liverpool  Courier  of  March  4lh,says: 
"The  consequences  to  which  it  may  lead  (the  relu 
sal  to  arbitrate)  may  be  most  calamitous.  But  the 
Americans  will  only  have  themselves  to  blame,  if 
war  ensues;  for  England  has  done  all  ill  her  power 
to  bring  matters  to  a  salislactory  and  peaceful  is- 
sue." Such  are  the  evidences  of  puOlic-opiniun  in 
England  >i  Inch  the  last  packet  brought  us;  and  of  the 
fa  Vol  able  change  there  which  renders  a  compromise 
cerlain,  and  a  question  only  of  time. 

Ihe  honorable  senator  has  referred  in  Ibis  con- 
nexion to  Ihe  declaration  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  made 
some  lime  Bincu  in  the  British  house  of  coiniiioiis, 
that  he  regretti;d  their  miiiisler  had  not  transmitted 
to  his  government  Ihe  proposition  of  a  compromise 
upon  the  parallel  of  •19°,  Ihat,  if  not  satisfactory,  it 
might  liave  been  made  the  basis  of  a  niodihed  otler. 
1  am  not  iiieliiied  to  draw  as  lavorable  a  conclusion, 
however,  as  the  lionorable  senalor,  Iroiii  tins  iiiei- 
dciiial  remark,  uiude,  not  to  us,  but  in  the  course  of 
a  parliamentary    discussion.     Jn    fact,  it   is   so  cau- 


tiously expressed  as  to  lead  to  no  useful  deduction 
respecting  his  real  views.  It  is  a  mere  barren  re- 
mark. Had  the  premier  intended  it  should  produce 
any  practical  consequences  he  would  have  com'QU- 
nicated  to  our  government  the  vicvs  of  the  British 
cabinet,  and  would  have  accepted  the  offer  or  re- 
turned it  with  the  proposed  modification.  B  it  we 
hear  nothing  of  this  disapprobation;  no,  not  d  -ap- 
probation, but  soft  regret  at  the  hasty  decision  of 
the  British  minuter  here,  till  six  months  after  it 
took  place,  and  then  we  learn  it  in  the  public  de- 
bates, and  that  is  the  last  of  it.  It  is  to  me  a  curi- 
ous chapter  in  the  history  of  British  diplomacy  that 
a  minister  would  venture  to  lake  the  grave  respon- 
sibility of  rejijcting  such  a  proposition  without  re- 
ferring it  to  his  government,  and  he  is  not  even  cen- 
sured for  it.  If  he  hid  been  recalled,  or  a  sue  lessor 
sent  out  with  instructions  to  accept  the  propositions 
made  by  our  government  for  a  compromise,  we 
should  then  have  had  a  proof  of  sincerity  better  than 
a  barren  declaration,  and  which  might  have  led  to  a 
belter  state  of  feeling. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  has  entered  at 
some  length  into  a  defence  of  his  views  respecting 
the  acquisition  of  Oregon,  by  whal  is  called  the  pro- 
cess of  masterly  inactivity.  And  if  he  has  not  made 
converts  to  his  opinion,  he  has  gained  many  admirers 
of  his  talents  by  his  masterly  vindication  of  it. 

Certainly,  sir,  it  is  often  the  part  of  true  wisdom 
in  this  world  to  stand  still — to  wait  for  time  and  cir- 
cumstances. There  is  a  great  deal  of  wisdom  in 
old  proverbs,  and  one  of  them  says,  ''let  well  enough 
alone,"  Time  has  wrought  many  wonders  for  our 
country,  and  is  destined  to  work  many  more.  The 
practical  difficulty  is  to  determine  when  inaction 
should  cease  and  action  commence,  and  how  the 
operations  of  time  can  be  best  aided  by  enterprise 
and  industry.  The  honorable  senator  says  that  cir- 
cumstances have  got  ahead  of  his  system,  and  that  he 
adverts  to  the  subject,  not  to  apply  it,  but  to  defend 
it.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  it  never  could  have  produc- 
ed the  result  the  senator  anticipated,  and  produced 
them  peacefully. 

Here  was  an  open  question,  which,  for  almost 
forty  years,  had  occupied  the  attention  of  the  two 
countries,  which  had  been  kept  at  arm's  length  by 
an  improvident  arrangement,  instead  of  being  grap- 
pled with  and  adjusted,  as  it  could  have  been,  and 
should  have  been,  long  ago,  and  which  had  at  length 
increased  to  a  fearful  magnitude;  and,  what  is  still 
more,  had  tegun  lo  enlist  passions,  and  feelings,  and 
interests  that  threatened  lo  lake  the  controversy 
from  the  pen,  and  commit  it  to  the  sword.  The 
claims  of  two  great  countries  lo  a  distant  territory 
were  unsettled,  and  in  a  condilion  unprecedented  in 
the  history  of  national  intercourse.  Each  with  a 
right  to  occupy  the  whole  of  the  territory,  but  each 
liable  to  have  this  right  defeated  by  the  previous 
action  of  the  otiier  party.  Each  holding  a  remote 
possession,  beginning  to  fill  up  by  emigration  with 
their  respective  citizens  and  subjects,  hardy,  enter- 
prising, and  somewhat  pugnacious,  intermingled 
upon  the  same  soil,  seizing  it  as  they  could,  and 
holding  it  as  they  might,  without  any  of  those  im 
provements  which  require  for  their  creation  and 
support  the  joint  and  legal  action  of  a  community, 
and  wholly  irresponsible  for  their  acts  towards  one 
another,  except  throujh  the  medium  of  tribunals 
belonging  to  the  party  claiming  allegiance  over  the 
aggressor,  and  possessing  no  sympatliy  vvith  Ihe  com- 
plainant. The  end  ol  all  this  may  be  foreseen  with- 
out the  gift  of  second  sight.  Collisions  must  be  in- 
evitable. The  only  wonder  is  that  they  have  not 
already  occurred.  And  the  first  gun  that  is  fired 
upon  the  Columbia  will  send  its  echoes  to  ine  Poto- 
mac and  the  I'hames.  And  think  you  that  the  mat- 
ter will  be  coolly  examined,  dispassionately  discuss- 
ed, and  amicably  arranged?  No,  sir;  each  nation 
will  believe  its  own  slory,  and  both  will  be  ready  to 
arm  and  assert  its  honor,  and  defend  its  citizens. — 
All  history  is  full  uf  these  incidents;  and  the  peace 
ol  two  great  naiions  is  now  held  by  ihe  slightest 
tenure,  dependent  upon  passions  and  interests  to  be 
called  into  fierce  action  upon  the  shores  that  look 
out  ujiuu  Cliina  and  J.ipaii.  We  are  told  ihat  time 
IS  the  great  physician  who  inic;ht  have  cured  this 
disordered  stale  of  our  political  aH'airs.  I  am  a  firm 
believer  in  the  silent  and  ceaseless  operations  of  that 
mighty  agent.  Bui  this  case  was  beyond  its  power. 
If,  indeed,  lime  would  slaad  still  for  one  of  the  par- 
lies, and  move  only  for  the  other — stand  still  for 
England,  and  move  on  for  us — our  stale  of  progress 
would  soon  pour  through  the  passes  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  a  host  of  emigrants  who  would  s;ireud 
over  all  the  hills  and  valleys  from  the  summit  of 
that  great  b.irricr  to  that  other  barrier,  the  ocean 
ilscll,  which  siya  to  the  advancing  settlements, 
come  no  further.  But  neilhcr  time  nor  England 
would  stand  still.  Her  governnient  is  sagacious, 
alive  lo  her  interests,  and  ready  to  inainlnin  them. — 


She  knows  the  value  of  the  country  as  well  as  W9 
do,  and  appreciates  it  perhaps  higher.  No  one  can 
read  the  speeches  in  the  house  of  commons  on  Ihe 
4th  of  April  last,  without  being  sensible  Ihit  the 
subject,  in  all  its  extent,  has  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  British  government,  and  that  the  country  it- 
self will  occupy  its  fostering  care.  Think  jou  that 
ihat  government  would  have  continued  to  see  band 
after  band  of  our  citizens  leaving  our  frontier  settle- 
ments, lost  lo  human  observation  almost  for  months 
while  passing  through  the  desert,  with  ils  toils,  its 
privations,  and  its  dangers,  and  finally  emerging  into' 
the  land  of  promise,  to  seize  it,  and  to  hold  it,  and 
would  have  looked  calmly  on,  receding  as  we  ad- 
vanced, retreating  to  the  hill  as  we  descended  into 
the  valley,  and  finally  yielding  us  quiet  possession  of 
this  long  disputed  territory?  He  who  does  not  be- 
lieve all  this  must  believe  that  time  would  not  have 
peacefully  adjusted  this  controversy  for  us.  But, 
besides,  this  process  of  adjustment  does  not  assume 
that  our  right  to  exclude  the  British  from  the  coun- 
try will  be  increased  by  settlement.  It  may  add 
strength  lo  our  power,  but  none  to  our  title.  It 
does  not  presuppose  that  war  is  to  be  averted,  but 
only  postponed.  The  rights  of  England  at  the  end 
of  any  given  period  will  be  precisely  what  they  now 
are;  and  unless  she  should  voluntarily  relinquish 
them,  a  conflict  would  be  inevitable.  It  seems  tj 
me  very  clear,  that  if  she  would  ever  be  disposed  to 
abandon  the  country,  she  would  do  it  now,  when  the 
disparity  of  force  there  is  not  such  as  to  cast  the  re- 
proach of  timidity  upon  her  counsels,  and  when  the 
number  of  her  subjects  is  not  such  as  to  render  diffi- 
cult a  satisfactory  arrangement  for  Ihem. 

Mr.  President,  the  senator  from  South  Carolina 
has  held  up  to  our  view  a  sombre  picture  of  the 
United  Stales — too  sombre,  sir,  if  1  am  not  utterly 
ignorant  of  the  history  and  ot  the  condition  of  my 
country,  and  of  the  energy  and  spirit  of  my  coun- 
trymen. 1  shall  not  examine  it  feature  by  feature; 
but  there  are  certain  portions  I  desire  to  present  to 
the  senate. 

What  probable  circumstances  could  require  this 
country  to  keep  up  a  military  and  naval  force  of  two 
hundred  thousand  men  for  ten  years — the  land  por- 
tion of  it  divided  into  seven  great  armies — I  con- 
fess my  utter  inability  to  conjecture.  Why  the  hon- 
orable senator  fixed  upon  that  period  for  the  dura- 
tion of  the  war,  1  know  not.  It  is  so  wholly  con- 
jectural as  to  elude  the  application  of  any  principle 
to  It.  Long  before  its  expiration,  if  we  are  not  ut- 
terly unworthy  of  our  name  and  our  birthright,  w© 
should  sweep  the  British  power  from  the  continent 
of  North  America,  and  the  remainder  of  the  time 
must  be  occupied  by  predatory  incursions  upon 
the  coast  and  by  hostilities  upon  the  ocean.  Ttie 
dangers  or  disasters  which  this  state  of  things  brings 
Willi  it  would  require  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
force  considered  necessary  by  the  senator.  As  to 
Mexico,  I  trust  we  shall  bear  much  fronf  her.  We 
owe  that  to  our  slrength  and  lo  her  ..eakness,  to  our 
own  positjon,  not  less  than  to  the  situation  of  her 
government  and  to  the  quasi  civil  war  which  seems 
to  be  the  curse  of  her  condilion.  But  should  we  be 
driven  lo  put  forth  our  strength,  peace  would  ensue, 
and  speedily;  luit  it  would  be  a  peace  dictated  in  her 
capital,  and  placing  her  political  destiny  at  our  dis- 
position. 

And,  besides,  during  the  progress  of  such  a  war, 
to  winch  the  honorable  gentleman  alludes,  who  can 
tell  the  sphere  of  its  operations,  and  wliat  nations 
would  become  parlies  to  il.-'  How  soon  would  the 
great  maritiine  questions  of  our  day  present  them- 
selves for  solution?  How  long  would  It  be  before 
England  would  revive  and  eulorce  those  belligerent 
pretensions  which  drove  us  to  war  when  we  were 
neutral,  and  which  would  drive  other  nations  to  war 
occupying  the  same  position?  How  long  before  the 
violation  of  her  flag  would  arouse  the  public  feeling 
of  France,  and  compel  her  government  lo  vindicate 
its  honor?  And  wlio  can  lell  what  war  of  principles 
and  opinions  would  come  to  add  its  excitt^inent  and 
passions  lo  the  usual  slrugglesot  oonlendiiig  nations? 
Tne  world  is,  indued,  in  comparative  icposc;  but 
there  are  cause::  in  operation  whieh,  if  quickened 
into  action  by  peculiar  circumstauces,  mi^lit  shake 
the  insliluiions  of  Europe  to  their  very  foundations. 
1  consider  a  war  between  England  and  the  United 
Status  for  ten  years,  or  fur  half  of  that  lime,  utterly 
impossible,  without  l;riiigiiig  into  collision  tiie  great 
questions  ot  our  day — Ihe  righl  to  govern  and  the 
duly  to  sub. nit — and  into  fierce  action  the  interests 
and  passions  which  sucn  a  struggle  would  excite — a 
struggle  that  must  come,  but  which  such  a  war 
would  accelcrale. 

[n  order  that  I  may  remove  even  the  possibility  of 
misinterpreting  the  scniimenlsof  the  senator,  I  will 
read  ail  extract  or  two  Irom  his  speech.  After  al- 
luding  lo   the   material  horrors  of  war.  and   doinp; 
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justice  to  the  courage  of  his  countrymen,  he  adds 
Ihal  a  nar  between  us  and  Great  Britain,  such  as 
lias  been  described,  ''in  which  every  nerve  and  mus- 
;le  would  be  strained  to  the  utmost,  and  every  dol- 
lar put  in  requisition  which  could  be  commanded, 
:ould  not  fail,  under  present  circumstances,  to  worl£ 
most  disastrous,  and,  I  fear,  incurable  changes  in 
the  social  condition  of  our  people,  and  in  their  poli- 
tical institutions."  He  then  adverts  to  the  conse- 
jiiences  ol  such  a  war,  drawing;  after  it  a  Mexican 
war  and  an  Indian  war.  He  thinks  we  should  need 
Iwo  fltrets,  SIX  or  seven  armies,  one  hundred  millions 
of  dollars  annually,  and  a  proportionate  system  of 
iB&ation.  He  then  continues,  aftersho^ving  the  con- 
loliilatlon  of  all  power  in  the  central  authority,  and 
Ihat  our  very  success  would  engender  a  spirit  incon- 
listenl  with  the  genius  of  our  government: 

"It  would  then  be  a  straight  and  downward  road 
which  leads  to  where  many  free  states  have  termi- 
nated their  career — a  military  despotism.  In  the 
mean  time  we  should  have  to  provide  for  three  or 
four  successful  generals,  who  would  soon  be  com- 
peting for  the  presidency,  and  before  the  genera- 
lion  which  would  have  Wdged  the  war  would  have 
pasji'd  away,  they  might  possibly  witness  a  contest 
between  hostile  generals  for  that  supreme  olfice — a  |  gpjj  g,  („  |j,e 
sontest  between  hira  who  might  conquer  Mexico  and 
him  who  might  conquer  Canada  terminated  by  the 
sword." 

Permit  me  lo  ask  the  senator  from  South  Caroliua, 
if  alt  this  wt;re  so,  If  his  anticipations  were  certain 
instead  of  being  purely  gratuitous,  ought  the  assu- 
rance ol  such  events  lo  come  from  hi  n,  from  such  a 
high  authority,  in  so  high  a  place?  In  the  senate  of 
the  U.  States,  and  from  one  who  has  filled  some  of 
the   most   iinportaiit   positions    in   our  government; 

hose  services,  and  talents,  asd   character  give  him 


honor  and  interest  of  our  country  would  be  asserted  I  for  the   purpose  of  peace   or   war,  we  need  not  fear 
and  maintained.     There    were,  then,  two  men  hers  |  the  most  searching  examination.   Happen  what  may. 


upon  whom,  more  than  upon  any  others,  perhaps 
more  than  upon  all  others,  devolved  the  task  of  ad- 
vocating the  war,  and  of  carrying  through  the  mea- 
sures of  the  administration.  .\nd  nobly  did  they 
perform  their  duty.  They  were  the  honorable  sena- 
tor from  South  Cjrolina,  and  a  retired  statesman, 
(Mr.  Clay,)  from  whom,  though  it  has  been  my  for- 
tune lo  diller  in  Ihe  party  contests  that  divide  us,  yet 
it  has  always  been  my  pride  to  do  justice  lo  his 
eminent  qualities  and  to  his  high  sei  vices  lo  his 
country,  and  especially  lo  Ins  .-iervices  during  our 
last  contest  with  England.  They  were  the  leaders 
in  that  great  legislative   war,   who,   like  the  Hom 


we  can  neither  be  overnm  nor  conquered.  England 
might  as  well  allempt  lo  blow  up  the  rork  of  Gibral- 
tar with  a  squib  as  to  attempt  to  subdue  us.  1  sup- 
pose an  Englishman  even  never  thinks  of  that,  and  I 
do  not  know  thai  I  can  exhibit  in  stronger  terms  its 
impossibility. 

I  might  easily  spread  before  the  senate  our  capa- 
city lo  annoy  a  maritime  adversary,  and  lo  sweep 
the  British  flag  from  this  part  of  the  continent.  But 
I  forbear.  What  we  have  twice  done  in  the  days  of 
our  comparative  weakness,  we  can  repeat  and  far 
exceed  in  thnse  days  of  our  strength.  While,  there- 
fore, I  do  not  conceal  from  myself  that  a  war  with 


ric    heroes,   threw    themselves    into    the   middle  of ,  England  would  temporarily  check  our  progress   and 
the  fight,  and  fought   the    battles  of  their  party  and  ;  lead  many  evils  in    its   train,  still    1  have  no  fear  of 

'the  issuu,  and  have  an  abiding  confidi^nce  thai  wo 
should  come  nut  of  it,  not  indeed  unharmed,  but 
with  all  the  elements  of  our  prosperity  safe,  and  with 
many  a  glorious  achievement  wntlonon  the  pages  of 
our  history. 

It  pains  me,  sir,  to  hear  allusions  lo  the  destruction 
of  this  government,  and  to  the  dissolution  of  this 
confederacy.  It  pains  me,  not  because  they  inspire 
me  with  any  fear,  but  because  we  oiiglu  lo  have  one 
unpronounceable  word,  as  the  Jews  had  of  old,  and 
Ihat  word  is  dii'^olulion.  We  should  reject  the  feel- 
ing from  our  hearts,  and  its  name  from  our  tongues. 
This  cry  of  "wo.  wo  lo  Jerusalem!"  grates  harshly 
upon  my  ears.  Our  Jerusalem  is  neither  beleaguered 
nor  in  danger.  Il  is  yet  the  city  upon  a  hill,  glori- 
rious  in  what  it  is,  still  more  glorious  in  the  blessing 
of  Uod.  in  what  it  is  to  be:  a  landmark,  inviting  tha 
nations  of  the   world,  struggling   upon    the   stormy 


of  their  country    with   equal    talents,  firmness,  and 
success. 

As  lo  the  evils  of  war,  he  of  us  is  blind  to  all  his- 
torical experience  who  does  not  see  them,  and  un- 
faithful to  Ins  position  who  does  nol  acknowledge 
them.  There  is  no  such  representative  of  the  states 
here.  We  all  acknowledge  the  evils  of  war,  both 
moral  and  material.  We  differ  as  to  their  degree, 
;r  of  this  country  to  endure  and 
to  inflict  them.  While  the  condition  of  Erigland 
presents  great  means  of  annoyance,  il  presents  also 
palpable  elements  of  weakness.  I  am  not  her  pane- 
gyrist; I  shall  never  be  accused  of  Ihal.  But  if  1 
see  the  defects  of  her  national  character,  I  can  see 
also  her  redeeming  virtues.  I  am  sensibly  alive  to 
the  acts  of  injustice  she  has  done  us.  'i"he  feeling 
is  ileposiled  at  my  heart's  core.  But  I  do  nol  shut 
my  eyes  either  lo   her   power   or   to  the  virtues  sh 


actually  possesses.     I  need    nol    tell    what   she  has  '  ocean  of  political  oppression,  to  follow  us  lo  a  haven 
done  lo  attract  the  admiration  of  the  world;  for  her  I  of  safety    and    rational    liberty.     No   English  Titus 


great  consideration  with  his   countrymen;  who  pos-    jeeds  of  war  and    peace  are  written    upon   many  a  i  will  enler  our  temple  of  freedom,  through  a  breach 
sesses   a   European   fame   and   whose   opmions  are    bright  page   of  human    story.     She    has   reached  a    in  the  battlements,  lo  bear  thence  the  ark'of  our  con- 


quoted  at  this  moment  in  London  and  Paris  as  indi- 
cjtions  of  our  policy,  and  of  the  final  result  of  this 
controversy?  Is  it  well  thus  to  announce  to  the 
world  our  incapacity  to  defend  ourselves?  for  that  is 
in  fact  the  result.  A  government  dissolved,  or  ra 
ther  changed  to  a  despotism,  a  country  ruined,  and 
eventually  its  fragments  a  prey  to  ambitious  gene- 
rals, as  the  empne  of  Alexander  was  partitioned 
among  his  lieulenants!  War,  then,  becomes  not  a 
measure  of  safety,  but  a  signal  of  destruction  lo  the 
American  people.  We  are  powerless  lo  defend  our- 
selves. If  we  are  struck  upon  one  cheek  we  must 
turn  the  other,  nol  in  a  spirit  of  Christian  charity, 
but  in  Ihe  despair  of  helplessness.  We  are  bound 
together  by  a  fair-weather  government,  incapable  of 
riding  out  the  storms  of  foreign  aggression.  Sub- 
mission is  destruction.  We  shall  exhibit  the  ex 
Iraordmary  spectacle  of  great  people,  great  in 
all  the  elements  of  power  and  prosperity,  saying 
to  the  world,  in  efiecl,  we  cannot  contend  with  Eng- 
land. We  are  at  her  mercy,  for  even  success  would 
ruin  us. 

Now,  sir,  this  is  nol  so.    There   is  not  one  man 


commanding  eminence  among  the  powers  of  the  |  slilulion  and  the  book  of  our  law,  lo  take  their  sta- 
earth — a  giddy  eminence;  and  I  believe  she  will  find  i  lions  in  a  triumphal  procession  in  the  streets  of  a 
It  an  unstable  one.  I  do  not,  however,  estimate  her  morlern  Rome,  as  trophies  of  conquest  and  proofs  of 
present  position  as  high  as   many  do,  and  I  consider  |  submission. 

it  as  unsalc  as  almost  any  one  can.  The  elements  1  Many  a  raven  has  croaked  in  my  day,  but  Ihe  au- 
of  her  weakness  lie  upon  the  very  surface  of  her  gury  has  failed,  and  the  republic  has  marched  on- 
afl'airs,  open  lo  the  most  careless  observer.     But  she  j  ward.     Many  a  crisis  has  presented  itself  lo  the  im- 


within  Ihe  sound  of  my  voice  whose  heart  does  nol    become  armed  men. 


has  great  military  and  naval  establishments,  and  she 
is  augmenting  and  extending  them.  1  am  not  going  to 
spread  before  the  senate  the  statistics  of  her  po  \ers 
of  annoyance  and  defence.  This  has  been  sutli- 
ciently  done  already.  Bui  I  will  express  my  decid 
ed  conviction  thjt  these  tabular  statemenls  give 
an  exaggerated  picture  of  her  condition.  Old  ves- 
sels, old  guns,  mere  hulks,  invalids,  the  relics 
of  half  a  century  of  war,  are  arranged  in  formida- 
ble lists  of  figures,  and  go  to  swell  the  general  ag 
gregate. 

Besides,  she  has  peculiar  drawbacks  to  the  exer- 
tion of  her  power.  The  seeds  of  danger  arc  sown 
in  the  most  important  province  of  her  home  empire, 
and  may   at  any  time  start  up  into  an  abundant  har 

st  of  ruin  and  disaster.     The   dragon's  teelh  may 


tell  him  such  has  nol  oeen  your  past — such  will  nol 
be  your  future.  The  honorable  senator,  in  looking 
at  the  real  calamilies  of  ..ar,  which  I  seek  neither 
to  conceal  nor  lo  deny,  has  suffered  himself  to  over- 
rale  them.  They  have  struck  him  more  forcibly 
than  they  should  do.  The  experiment  of  two  wars 
with  England,  into  which  we  entered  and  from 
which  we  issued  gloriously,  puts  tlie  stamp  of  error 
upon  these  sad  forebodings.  How  they  pushed  us 
forward,  in  chaiacter  and  position,  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  I  need  not  Icli;  nor  need  1  say  that  the 
march  of  this  country,  iu  all  that  constitutes  the 
power  and  happiness  ol  a  people,  is  a  practical 
proof  that  those  conflicts  left  no  wouiids  upon  our 
institutions,  and  bul  temporary  checks  upon  our 
prosperity.  The  honorable  senator  has  appealed  to 
hii  past  history  in  proof  that,  in  presenting  these 
views,  he  acted  from  no  unmanly  fear  for  himself, 
and  that,  if  ^^  ar  comes,  he  would  be  among  the  last 
to  flinch.  No,  .Mr.  President,  no  one  in  this  nation 
doubts  that  his  course  would  be  firm  and  patriotic, 
should  war  be  forced  upon  us.  But  he  will  permit 
me  also  to  appeal;  to  appeal  troin  the  senator  ol 
1846  toiiie  repreaeiualive  of  18i:i.  He  is  the  vlti- 
mus  J?omano/ii;/i — li.e  last  of  the  Romans — the  sole 
survivor  among  us  of  a  generation  of  statesmen  who 
have  passed  Irom  the  legislative  service  of  their 
country. 

The  last  of  the  actors,  not  of  the  signers,  who 
gave  to  the  world  our  second  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, scarcely  inferior  in  its   causes  and  conse- 


She  has  possessions  round  the  world  to  retain,  and 


aginations  of  our  political  Cassandras,  but  we  have 
still  increased  in  political  prosperity  as  we  have  in- 
creased in  years,  and  that,  too,  with  an  accelerated 
progress  unknown  in  the  h. story  of  the  world.  We 
have  a  class  of  men  whose  eyes  are  always  upon 
the  future,  overlooking  the  blessings  around  us,  and 
forever  apprehensive  of  some  great  political  evil 
which  is  to  arrest  our  course  somewhere  or  other  on 
this  side  of  the  millennium.  To  them,  we  are  the 
image  of  gold,  and  silver,  and  brass,  and  clay,  con- 
trariety in  unity,  which  the  firsl  rude  blow  ol  misfor- 
tune is  to  strike  from  its  pedestal. 

For  my  own  part,  I  consider  this  the  strongest 
government  on  the  face  of  the  earth  for  good,  and 
the  weakest  for  evil.  Strong,  because  supported  by 
the  public  opinion  of  a  people  inferior  lo  none  of  the 
communities  of  the  earth  in  all  that  conslitules  mo- 
ral   worth    and    useful    knowledge,    and    who    have 


in  many  of  them  a  discontented  population  lo  re- 1  breathed  into  their  political  system  the  breath  of  life; 
strain.  Her  commerce,  the  very  foundation  of  her  |  and  who  would  destroy  H,  as  they  created  it,  if  it 
prosperity  and   greatness,  is   scattered    over  all  Ihe    were  unworthy  of  them,  or  failed  lo  fulfil   their  just 

bajb  and  inlets,  and    gulfs    and    seas    of  the    world;    '  "'  — 

and  he  who  knows  the  daring  character  and  enter- 
prise ol  our  people,  knows  that  our  public  and  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  would  almost  sweep  il  from  ex- 
istence. But  1  shall  not  pursue  this  investigation 
further.  While  I  believe  she  will  go  lo  war  with 
us,  if  she  cannot  escape  from  it  without  wholly 
sacrificing  her  own  honor,  as  she  views  the  ques- 
tion, I  recollect  she  has  done  so  twice  before,  with 
no  credit  to  herself,  but  with  imperishable  glory 
for  us. 

A  few  words  as  to  the  condition  of  her  finances, 
and  her  means  of  carrying  on  a  war.  II  is  said  lo  be 
the  last  featner  that  breaks  the  camel's  back.     That 


expectations. 

And  weak  for  evil,  from  this  very  consideration, 
which  would  make  its  follies  and  Us  faults  the  signal 
of  its  overthrow.  It  is  the  only  government  in  ex- 
istenee  which  no  revolution  can  sub"ert.  Il  may  be 
changed,  bul  il  provides  for  its  own  change  when  the 
public  will  requires.  Plots,  and  insurrections,  and  tha 
various  struggles  by  which  an  oppressed  pofiulatioa 
manifesU  its  suQiirings  and  seeks  the  recovery  of  its 
rights,  have  no  place  here.  We  have  nothing  to  fear 
but  ourselves. 

And  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  will   permit 

me  lo  remark,  that   the   apprehension    he  expresses 

that  a  war  may  bring   forward    military    chieftains, 

ho  would   ultir"atcly    establish    their   own    power 


the  time  will  come  when  the  artificial  and  oppressive 

fiscal  system  of  England  must  break  down,  and,  like  '  upon  the  ruins  of  their  country's  freedom,  is,  in  my 
the  strong  man  of  Israel,  involve  her  existing  insli-  j  opinion,  if  not  the  last  of  all  evils,  one  ol  ibc  very 
unions,  in  the  fall,  ir  as  certain  as  any  future  polili-  '  last,  which  thin  republic  has  to  fear.  I  will  not  stop 
cal  event  can  be.  Bul  that  lime  has  not  yet  come,  i  to  point  out  the  mrcunistances  of  our  position,  cha- 
and  he  must  be  a  bolder  or  a  wiser  man  than  1  am  ;  racur,  and  institutions  which  render  a  military  des- 
10  predict  when  it  will  come.  She  has  the  same  j  putism  impossible  in  this  country.  They  are  writ- 
means  now  to  meet  her  war  expenditures  which  she  ten  in  burning  characters,  not  upon  the  wall,  but 
has  long  had.  The  power  of  drawing  upon  Ihe  fu-  j  upon  the  heart  of  every  American;  and  they  need 
lure  lor  the  exigen  les  of  the  present,  leaving  the  no  seer  lo  expound  them.  Our  salety  is  our  union, 
generations  to  coine  to  pay  the  debt,  or  to  cast  it  ofl'  our  only  fear  disunion.  In  the  moral  government  of 
like  a  burden  loo  heavy  lo  be  borne.  At  this  very  ;  the  world,  national  offences  are  punished  by  national 
moment  she  is  making  an  experiment  which  will  be  ;  calamities.  It  may  be  that  we  may  forsake  the 
quences  to  the  first.  He  came  here  young,  unknown  I  almost  a  revolution.  A  wise  experiment,  as  1  believe,  J  God  of  our  fathers  and  seek  after  strange  gods.  If 
to  his  country.     He  lell  these  halls  with  a  maturity    but  still  a  fearful  one  for  an  olu  society,  whose  habits ,  we  do,  and  arc   struck    with  judicial    blindness,  we 

are  fixed,  ami  which  accommodates  itself  with  difli-    shall  but  add  another  to  the  long  list  of  nations  un- 
culty  even  to  gradual  changes.  |  worthy  of  the  blessings  acquired  for  th"m  by  preced- 

As  to  llie  points  of  contrast  between  our  condition    ing  generations,  and  incapable  of  iraintaining  Ibemj 
and  that  of  England,  they  are  before  the  world,  and,  i  bul  none  as  signally  so  as  we. 


of  fame  which  rarely  falls  to  the  lot  of  any  states- 
man. 1  was  then  up..n  ttie  frontier,  and  well  do  I 
remember  with  what  straining  eyes  and  beating 
hearts  we  lurnf^d  towards  the  capitol  to  know  if  the 
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"ARMY     OF    OCCUPATION." 

TaEEs  POST  ON  THE  Rio  Gbsnde  —The  revpnue  cutler 
Wnodliury,  l(  ft  'Iw  Brazus  St.  Jasio  oti  the  30ih  ultimo, 
atid  re^cheii  Galveston,  on  the  4lli  instant,  v/ith  intelli- 
gence fpim  the  army.  Tlie  sieamship  New  York  reach- 
ed N.  Orleans  on  the  8lh  from  Galveston  bringing  intel- 
ligence of  the  arrival  of  the  pilot  boat  Hitchcock  which 
left  Braz.is  St.  Jago  on  the  Isi  inst.  Those  sources  fur- 
nisti  us  with  details  from  which  we  abbreviate  the  follow- 
ing. It  will  he  recollected  that  our  previous  accounts 
Mi  the  army  en  route  from  Corpus  Chnsti  for  the  Rio 
Grande;  distance  1 1'J  iniles. 

Two  reconnoiieriiig  detachments,  one  commanded 
by  Ciipt.  Hardee,  the  other  iiy  Lieut.  Hamilton,  preceded 
the  movemeiit.  Ttie  one  approached  opposite  BtazosSan- 
tiiigo  via  I?la  del  Padie,  tiie  oilier  by  die  old  Maiamnras 
road,  near  Sal  Colorado.  Gen'l  .Mejia,  in  command  ai 
Meiamoras,  on  hearing  of  tlieir  approach,  mustered  ev- 
ery soldier  there,  and  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  in  (lerson, 
under  the  iropressjon  that  lie  should  meet  the  advance 
of  the  army.  He  marched  as  far  as  the  Colorado  creek, 
vi'iih  all  possible  despatch,  and  discovered  'hat  both  these 
delachments  had  return' d  to  the  camp  at  Corpus  Chnsti. 

Tne  account  troni  .Matamoras  of  the  13th  March  goes 
on  to  say: — "His  atiger  at  this  unexpected  'no  find  you 
there'  knew  no  hounds — as  he  had  boasted  upon  his  de- 
parture from  Matamoras,  of  tlie  laurels  that  he  and  his 
iruops  would  win  before  their  return  to  their  old  quar- 
ters. His  excellency  v\'as,  however,  compelled  to  put 
back  without  a  single  trophy  to  grace  his  unwelcome  re- 
turn." 

It  will  be  best  to  shoiv,  here,  as  fnr  as  we  arc  able  the 

Disposition  of  the  Mexica.\  forced  on  the  f ro.ntier. 
We  extract  from  the  above  letter  from  Matamoras: 

".Ml  the  forces  late  under  the  command  of  General 
Ari.'sta,  at  .Monterey,  and  now  nnder  the  orders  of  Gen. 
La  Vega,  about  1,8U0  strong,  have  arrived  at  Matamo- 
ras, and  it  is  said,  will  march  forthwith  for  the  Salt 
L;ikes  and  the  Sal  Colorado,  to  arrest  the  march  of 
Gen.  Taylor  upon  the  Rio  Grande.  Gen.  Canales,  of 
Coniargo,  with  his  regioieot,  nearly  l,i)UO  strong,  has 
received  orders  from  the  advance  of  our  forces,  to  vvatch 
the  movements  of  your  army,  and  is  now  occupving  a 
po.=ition  in  a  direct  line  between  Comargo  and  Corpus 
Chrisli,  about  22  leagues  from  the  former  place,  at  the 
norihivesierTe.vtremity  of  the  great  Salt  Lake.  General 
Ampndia  (the  gentleman  who  boiled  Senimanai's  head) 
is  within  two  days  march  of  us,  with  3,500  men,  mostly 
cav.-ilry.  VVe  koow  very  little  of  what  is  going  on  in  the 
country  or  interior,  as  General  Paredes  has  stopped  the 
transmission  of  ail  newspapers  as  dangerous.  You, 
wlio  know  pretty  well  all  the  movements  upon  the  poll- 

II  al  draft  board,  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the  times  by 
the  signs.  Wlial  is  here  staled  is  true,  and  you  iiiav 
assure  your  friends  of  that  fact.  I  might  state  many 
other  matter.*,  but  they  are  too  delicate  for  discussion. — 

III  my  next  you  will  hiive  further  pardcular.s,  and  before 
you  L'et  this,  the  questions  of  fiL'ht  or  no  tight  between 
us  and  Geu.  Taylor  will  have  been  decided  upon,  and 
the  independence  of  the  northern  provinces  declared,  or 
their  future  connection  with  the  parent  state,  quietly, 
tamely,  ba.sely.  acquiesced  in.  Our  present  armed  force 
and  stations  are  as  follows: — 

Gen.  Canales  with  yOO  lo  1,000  troops  al  head  of  Salt 
Lakes,  sixty  miles  from  Comargo. 

G.n.  Mejia  on  :;al  Coloi.ido,  where  die  old  Matamo- 
ras road  crosses  li.Ti  river,  about  60  or  70  miles  from 
Mn'amoras,  ab.jui  150  men. 

G.  11.  Garcia,  ai  Point  Isabel,  with  280  men,  mostly 
intaiitry  and  artillery. 

Gen.  Savereigo,  «iih  some  200  men,  is  upon  the  Co- 
lorado, beiweeii  Gen.  Mejia  and  the  lower  ford,  which 
is  I'loni  10  III  let  niilej  from  the  gulf. 

Gen,  Ln  Vega,  at  Matamoras,  wiili  1.800  troops,  lale 
coimnanded  by  Geo.  Arisia,  detained  lo  reinforce  Mejia. 
Toial  force,  say  4,000  men,  about  half  of  whom  are  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Rm  Grande. 

Arisia.  is  siill  keeping  himself  in  reserve  at  his  ha- 
cienda. Don  La  Gaiza  y  Flores,  governor  of  the  Ta- 
iiiaulipo.s,  arrived  here  last  niaht,  with  an  intention,  as  it 
is  said,  of  organizing  the  rancheros,  veterans.  &c.,  for 
defensive  operations,  should  they  unfortuiiaicly  he  re- 
quired." 

To  resume  our  account  of  Gi  o.  Taylor's  movement. 

Gen.  Tayl'T,  with  a  company  uf  dragoons  under  the 
cnmmaod  of  Col.  'i'wigi:s,  in  advance  of  the  main  army, 
reached  Point  l.sahei  on  the  24th  of  March.  Isabel  is  a 
liliifi'  or  promontory  of  si.\iy  fee:  elevation,  on  the 
norih  side  of  the  llio  Grande,  a  lew  miles  below  the 
Mexican  city  c.f  .Matamoras,  which  is  situated  upon  the 
eoiiihern  side  of  iliat  river. 

Tlie  Ifetof  iriinsporls  from  Aransas  reached  ihe  point 
by  Sea  within  hall  ail  hour  after  the  arrival  of  the  com- 
iiiauding  general 

When  near  Point  Isabel  vsiili  the  dragoons,  Gcncrnl 
Taylor  was  iiiei  by  a  de|iutation  ol  30  nr  10  men,  bear- 
ing a  proclamation  and  message  from  Gen.  Mejia,  pro- 
lessin:;  agaiiisi  the  invasion,  and  gasconading  of  defence. 
At  the  same  nioineni,  ihe  couHagraiion  ol  the  custom 
l,oii-e  and  several  other  buildings  al  Point  Isabel,  which 
Rodiiguiz,  the  comiiiandam  had  set  fire  to  on  the  ap- 
proiicli  t'f  the  fl'  el  of  transports,  was  discovered.  Gtm. 
'I'aylor  dismitscd  ihe  dipuiiiiion,  informing  them  tha'  he 
would  leply  lo  Gil).  Mijia  on  ihe  2Hih  opposite  lo  Ma 
laniurus.  Rodriguez  was  pursued  some  distance,  but 
made  good  Ins  reiteai  lo  liie  river. 

Tlie  only  opposiiion  <  xpiriencud  by  the  army  on  their 
niurcli,  was  tir-.i,  at  the  little  Colorodo,  where  a  Mexican 
(ifllcer,  wiih  about  IM  mounted  men,  threaiened  to  fire 


upon  Gen.  Taylor  if  he  attempted  to  cross  that  streatn, 
stating  ihat  such  were  his  po.oitive  orders,  and  that  Mex- 
icans knew  no  fear.  The  artillery  was  imniediaiely  or- 
dered up,  where  the  troops  formed  and  commenced 
fording  in  perfect  ordiTr.  the  water  being  nearly  lo  the 
arm-pits,  whereupon  the  gallant  Mexicans  retreated 
«  itiiout  execiiiing  bis  "posidve  orders,"  The  only  other 
show  of  opposition  had  been  previously  made  by  a  party 
ol  50  or  fiO,  who  h  iving  met  the  army  in  the  prairie,  in- 
formed Gen.  Taylor  that  he  must  proceed  no  f-irther  in 
that  direction.  By  order  of  Gen.  Taylor  the  army  open- 
ed and  ibis  party  were  permitted  lo  inarch  through  to  ihe 
rear,  and  then  depart. 

The  country  was  in  a  highly  favorable  condiuon  for 
the  march  of  die  army— more  ram  would  have  made 
the  travelling  bad,  less  would  have  occasioned  a  scarcity 
of  waler. 

Col.  McCrea  was  disappointed  in  his  attempt  to  lake 
the  barges  across  the  Laguna  la  Madre,  for  the  want  of 
suflneient  water.  They  will,  in  consequence,  have  to  be 
taken  by  land.  The  averaiie  depth  of  wateron  the  bar 
at  Rrasos  St.  lago  is  eight  and  a  half  feel;  from  thence 
to  Point  Isabel,  a  distance  of  about  three  iniles  due  west, 
the  uniform  deph  is  about  five  feet.  Extraordinary  suc- 
cess attended  goriing  the  vessels  over  a  difficuit  bar, 
without  pilots.  The  schooner  Beile  del  Mar  was  how- 
ever driven  on  the  South  Side,  af  er  beating  heavily  on 
the  bar,  and  iies  in  two  feet  water.  She  cannot  he  saved. 
The  Louisiana,  Capt.  Eddy,  bad  her  rudder  unshipped, 
but  she  receiver!  no  other  damage.  The  U.  S.  brig 
Lawrence,  Coni't  Mercer,  remained  at  anchor  off  the 
bar.  The  brig  Porpoise,  Com't  Hunt,  sailed  for  Pensa- 
cola  on  the  26ili  ult. 

Forty  wagons  with  supplies  for  the  army,  left  Point 
Isabel  on  the  morning  of  the  26ih  in  fine  condition,  and 
having  an  excellent  road  twenty-eight  miles  to  the  army 
opposite  Matamoras,  and  on  the  morning  after  Geii.  Tay- 
lor followed,  leaving  a  company  of  artillery  at  Point  Isa- 
bel in  command  of  Maj-  iSIunroe. 

On  the  2.Sihof  .March,  ilie  army  of  occupation,  num 
bering  in  all  about  3  .500  arrived  and  encamped  opposite 
Matiimoras.  On  the  appearance  of  Ihe  American  army, 
the  Mexican  forces  were  drawn  out  on  the  opposite  bank 
of  ihe  river,  making  a  great  display  of  martial  music, 
witfi  trumpets,  bugles,  &.C.,  which  mode  of  salutation 
\vas  duly  recifirocated  in  kind  by  a  similar  sounding  of 
trumpets  and  drums  in  the  .American  lines.  Thus  ended 
the  first  day's  rencounter  between  the  two  armies  on  the 
opposite  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  within  two  or 
ttiree  bundreil  yards  of  each  other. 

Oil  the  next  morning,  29ili,  ihe  American  troops  dis- 
covered the  Mexican  artillery  of  eighteen  pounders, 
lining  the  opposite  bank,  ancl  pointing  directly  into  their 
camp,  whereupon  the  American  army  moved  their  eu- 
canipmem  fijiir  miles  below.  This  step,  says  ihe  account, 
was  doubtless  taken  by  Gen.  Taylor  in  order  lo  avoid 
every  appearance  of  ariy^isposiiion  to  commit  aggres- 
sions upon  the  west  hanK  of  the  river,  and  to  maintain 
strictly  the  defensive  character  of  his  operations. 

The  most  reliable  slatemenis  represent  the  regular 
army  in  Matamoras  lo  consist  of  20U0  soldiers  and  500 
rancheros. 

We  are  bound  to  presume  that  in  some  way  or  other, 
the  above  hasty  aeconnt  hits  done  injustice  lo  our  com- 
manding general.  Wliaiever  of  atiprobation  we  might 
bestow  upon  his  forbearance  in  the  premises,  must  be  a; 
the  expcns-.'  of  his  claims  to  geueraUhip,  which  made 
ibis  irisfancf^  of  forbearance  iie:'ess',ry.  Geo.  Taylor 
has  been  cKtriisied  with  t:ie  cmrnand  of  the  "or my  of 
occupation*^  and  will  be  loo  circumspect  to  lose  the  sp- 
l^eWailor.,  by  occupying  a  post  which  prudence  requires 
him  10  ei'i/cua(c  so  soon  as  an  opposing  army  show  a  bat- 
lery  in  his  front. 

Later.  Our  impressions  thai  the  above  account  is  in- 
eorreci,  ore  so  far  confirmed  as  negative  testimony  goes. 
A  letter  from  an  officer  of  the  arm.'  written  afier  its  ar- 
rival opposite  to  Mata.ooras,  niiikes  no  mention  of  a 
movement  from  thence,  but  inlimaies  that  the  possession 
will  beforiifiid  by  breastworks,  &c.  Another  letter, 
equally  silent  as  to  evaeuating,  says — "The  Mexicans 
over  the  river  are  very  angry  and  will  have  nothing  to 
say  to  us.  Gen.  Worth  went  over  ihis  afernoon.  but 
they  would  noi  let  bini  enter  the  town,  nor  would  Gen. 
Mejia  come  out  to  receive  him,  si  ndingotie  of  his  offi. 
cers.  Gen  W.  took  over  a  despatch  from  Gen.  T.,  but 
as  Gen.  M.  would  not  see  him,  he  brought  it  back. — 
Gen.  M.  says  he  will  only  condescend  lo  see  Gen.  Tay- 
lor himsell.  In  a  few  days  we  expect  to  come  lo  a  bet- 
ter undei'sianding,'' 

Elections — Connecticut. — The  locos  have  carried  the 
slate.  The  45  vacancies  were  fiilid  by  elections  which 
took  place  on  ihe  ISthmst.  The  senate  stands  11  locos, 
to  HI  whigs;  the  house  114  locos  lo  lOti  whigs— loco  ma- 
joiiiy  on  j'lint  ballut  9. 

Neio  Y'ork. — The  charter  clecliony  commenced  on 
Tuesday  lasi. 

New  York  cily  has  been  carried  hy  the  locos.  The 
vote  for  mayor  siood: — Miekle,  loco,  22,lfiS;  Taylor, 
whig,  15,035;  Cozzens,  native  American,  8,2i)2— Mio- 
kle's  iiuij.  over  Taylor,  7,133;  Taylor  and  Cozzens' joint 
majority  over  IVlickle,  1,069. 

'I'he  total  vote  inkeii  45,'105.  Last  April  28,9.50  votes 
were  taken.  The  native  American  vole  hist  year  was 
double  lhat  of  the  whig  vole.  This  year  the  whig  vote 
is  about  double  the  vote  lor  the  native  ticket.  "The  lo- 
cos have  earned  15  wards,  the  w  bigs  2,  and  the  natives 
I,  much  tlie  S'Oiie  as  last  year. 

Albany. — Wm.  Purmell  (whii;)  is  elected  by  over  500 
mitj  liny,     'i'he  common  council  stands  13  whigs,  9  loco. 

/Iroi'klyn.—'TUp  whig  tickoi  is  rlocte'l. 


Newark,  N.  J. — B.  Vanderpool,  (whig,)  is  elected 
mayor.     No  serious  opposition  to  the  whig  ticket. 

New  Orleans — .\  very  warm  charter  e'eciion  took 
place  on  the  6tli  instant.  Being  ihe  first  election  held 
under  the  new  eonsiiiulion  and  extended  siiflTrage,  pa> 
ties  rallied  in  full  force,  and  ihe  heaviest  vote  was  takea 
that  has  been  taken  in  the  oily,  1,200  more  than  at  the 
general  election  in  January  last. 

Three  candidates  were  in  the  field  for  mayoraltj'. 

For  mayor  the  vote  stood  as  follows. 


A   D.  Grossman 

A.J.Guret, 

E.  Montegut, 

(Whig) 

(L'^co.) 

(Ind.) 

Isl  Municipahiy,        951 

500 

934 

2d  Municipaliiy,      1,817 

1,660 

274 

3d  Municipaliiy,        221 

583 

406 

Total.  2,989  2,712  1,614  * 

A.  D.  Grossman's  majority  246  votes. 

J.  Genois  is  re. elected  recorder,  first  municipality  by  - 
a  majority  of  about  1,000  votes  over  the  nominated  loco 
candidate. 

The  second  municipality  was  contested  with  unusual 
earnestness  for  recorder,  between  Mr.  Baldwii,  incum-    ; 
bent,  and  T.  B.  Eastland,  a  gentleman  of  great  popula- 
rity, nomuia'ed  on   the  loco  ticket.     The  vote  sioodi 
Baldwin  1,878;  Eastland  1,867— majority  II  votes.  ' 

The  recorder  of  the  third  municipality  was  carried  by 
the  locos,  by  a  large  majority. 

The  iV.  O.  Bee  announces  the  political  result  as  fol- 
lOivs:  "The  mayor  elect  is  a  whig:  the  recorder  of  the 
first  municipality  is  an  independent  democrat;  of  ihe  se- 
cond, a  whig;  of  the  third,  a  locofoco.  The  general  coun- 
cil will  stand  seven  locos  lo  five  whigs;  the  council  of  the 
first  municipality  eight  whigs  to  four  locos;  on  the  se- 
cond six  whiga  to  six  locos — two  of  the  latler  being 
friendly  to  the  present  policy  of  municipality.  The 
ihird  municipality  council  is  locofoco  by  a  large  raajo- 
riiy." 

St.  Louis — The  charier  election  took  place  on  the  6th  , 
inst.     'I'he  whole  Nabve  American  Hckei  '.vas  elected. 
The  whigs  run  no  ticket. 

Canton — Late,  direct,  andimporiant.     The  Rainbow, 

Captain  Land,  iu  Iti  days  fr  im  Canton,  reached  New 
York  on  the  15ih,  bringing  dates,  Canton  dales  to  Ihe  .■, 
25ih  January. 

The  Friend  of  China,  January  17th,  says,  a  letter  from 
Canton  daled  the   Mih  says,  that  a  chop   haa  been  is- 
sued, announcing  that  the  city  would   be  opened  to  fo- 
reigners, the  indemnification    money  paid,  and  Chusan 
be  e^acuated  by   the  British    immediately.     This  an- 
nouncement occasioned  tremendous  excitement  amongst 
the  lower  orders  in  Canton.    On  the  15th  a  conflict  took 
place  between   the  mob  and  the  authorities.     At  night ! 
the  house  of  the  Quang-choo-foo  was  broken  open,  pri-  = 
soners  \vere  released,  and  the  house  burned  by  the  rab-  < 
ble.    Tlieauth  iruies  had  to  succumb,  and  suspend  the 
orders  for  adinittnig  strangers. 

On  the  IGih  an  attack  upon  the  factories  being  antici- 
pated, the  ladies  were  sent  ofTio  Whampoo  Oti'ho  17th 
the  exciiemeni  continued  and  as  their  New  Year  was 
at  hand,  fears  for  ihe  safety  of  strangers  increased. — 
The  Pluto  and  Vestal  were  promptly  ordered  up  and 
Vinceinies  and  Columbus  United  Slates  ships  of  war 
proeeeiled  Irom  ih.e  Bogiie  to  anchor  as  near  ilie  cily  as 
possible.  Tfieir  united  forces  willi  the  British  regiments 
amounitd  lo  about  2,500  men. 

These  deinousiraiions  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  sus- 
picion of  the  order  for  admitting  strangers  on  iJic  other, 
produced  a  calm.  When  ihe  Rainbow  left,  quiet  was, 
for  the  time  being  restored. 

'I'he  hosilliiy  to  the  admission  of  strangers  however 
seemed  inveterate,  and  lorce  would  probably  have  lo  be 
resorted  to,  if  that  measure  was  persisted  in,  as  it  no 
doubt  will  be  by  the  British  auihoriiies.  "A  residence 
bete'' says  one  of  the  paragraphs,  "is  little  heller  than 
being  pcrciied  on  a  barrel  of  gunpowder." 

The  Money  Markets,  of  Boston,  New  York,  and 
Philadelphia,  have  been  exceedingly  depressed  during 
the  past  week.  1'he  banks,  at  prospect  of  the  sub- 
ireasury  system  soon  draining  from  their  vauhs  more 
than  hall  the  specie  upon  which  their  present  circula- 
tion is  based,  are  exceedingly  cautious,  and  business 
notes  of  unquesiioiKilile  cimiacter  coiiiniand  1  lo  U  per 
cent  |iernionlli.  Stocks  lending  downward.  Some  Hea- 
vy failures  have  already  lakcii  place.  Accounts  by  last 
niehi's  mail  however  look  somewhat  more  favorable. 

European  Intelligence.     By  several  arrivals  Liver- 
pool dales  as  laie  as  the  Ulh  ult.  have   been  received. —  „ 
They  furnish  noihiog  maierially  changing  the  aspect  of  . 
affairs.  We  are  now  in  hourly  expeciation  of  the  steam- ^  ' 
er  of^  the  4th  instant.    A  steamer  will  be  due  every  week   . 
now  during  the  season.  • 

The  anii  rRO'iEcrivE  tariff  bill.  The  bill  as  final-  . 
ly  adjusted  between  the  .secretary  of  ihe  treasury  aud 
the  committee  of  ways  and  me.insof  ibe  house  of  repre- 
seniaiives,  was  reportel  by  Mr.  McKay,  chainnun  of 
that  coiiimiiiee,  on  Tuesday  lasi,  the  14ih.  and  will 
speedilv  supercede  the  O.egon  question  in  public  ol'en- 
t  on.  The  provisions  of  liie  hill  are  bulsiighily  modified 
from  tlo^e  ulreiidv  pulilished.  as  proposed  bv  the  secre-  , 
tury  0'  the  treasury.  Tne  ad  valorem  principle  is  tnsin- 
tiined — no  specific  duties — no  mininiums.  It  proposes 
t '  go  into  operation  on  ihe  l-l  Decemlier.  Fishing  boun- 
ties are  repealed.  ,\  dr.iwback  is  allowed  on  I',  reign 
sit  Coiion  goods  are  10  pay  a  duly  of '25  per  cent;  tea 
and  colfee,  now  adiniiied  free,  ore  to  pay  a  duty  of  10 
per  cent,  in  ease  the  revenue  requires  ihni  oddilion,  i 
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I  Tlu  larij}',  however,  is  Ihe  next  greiU  anJ  alHorb- 
ing  qiiesiion,  foi"  which  pirlics  Itiereon  Hie  nurshal- 
mg  Uieir  forcea. 

Daniel  Webster.  DLspussioiis  wliich  have  re- 
cently taken  place  iii  both  houses  of  congress,  com- 
mencing with  Mr.  Webster's  defence  of  the  treaty  of 
VVa-sliington,  his  vindication  of  his  own  character 
and  course  whilst  fillinj  the  ofliee  of  secretary  of 
state,  from  sundry  aspersions,  and  including  tlie  call 
made  upon  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  for  a 
report  of  the  disposition  of  the  secret  service  fund — the 
president's  reply  to  the  call — and  the  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings, implying  the  almost  unanimous  acquiescence 
and  approval  of  the  two  houses  in  the  prudence  of 
the  president's  determmptinn,  on  this  occasion,  fiu^nish 
altogetlier  a  topic  of  S'  )  delicate  interest  to  the 
American  public,  lliat  fnstead  of  dispersing  the  mat- 
ter over  a  vai'iety  of  numbers,  we  conclude  to  em- 
body the  whole,  or  at  least  so  much  of  the  whole  as 
we  can  afford  room  fur,  in  consecutive  pages.  So 
soon  as  we  obtain  a  copy  of  Mr.  Webster's  speech 
alluded  to,  we  propose  to  give  it  place.  The  charac- 
ters of  American  statesmen  should  be  considered  as 
belonging  to  the  essential  moral  structure  of  the  re- 
publican edifice.  The  crucible  whenever  and  how- 
ever applied  should  always  exhibit  refinement,  as  a 
result  of  the  process. 

Mr.  Webster,  on  Wednesday  last,  took  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  some  rem, irks  in  reference  to  the 
president's  reply  to  Mr.  iiigersoll,  relative  to  the  se- 
cret service  fund,  and  to  Mr.  Ingersoll's  new  accusa- 
tions against  himself.  He  pronounced  them  utterly 
false.  He  proceeded  to  show  that  ''the  charge  was 
either  made  in  utter  ignorance  of  any  facts  to  sup- 
port it,  or  else  with  the  knowledge  that  the  facts 
which  do  exist  would,  if  made  known,  entirely  dis 
prove  it.  As  to  the  source  of  this  miserable  vitu- 
peration, I  have  nothing  to  say.  I  am  afraid  I  shall 
be  thought  to  have  paid  too  much  attention  to  it  al 


TiiE  Oregon  notice  resolutions — fimal.  Th 
proceedmg?  of  the  U.  S.  senalu,  niserted  on  anotlic 
page,  will  show  the  action  had  in  consequence  of  the 
disagreement  between  the  two  houses,  uji  to  the  ap- 
pointment ol  the  committee  of  conference.  The  ul- 
timate termination  was  as  follows: 

S  E  N  A  T  E — C  0  N  G  R  E  S  S  . 

Thursday,  April  23  The  Oregon  notice  resolu- 
tions.— iVlr.  Berrien,  made  a  report  in  behalf  of  the 
committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  the  senate, 
recommending  as  tlie  imani/noiis  result  of  the  confer- 
ence, thai  both  houses  recede  from  their  amend- 
menls,  and  adopt  the  resolution  in  the  following  form: 

Joi.il  resoluUoii  concerning  llie    Orrgon  terrilory. 

Wut.aEHS  I'Y  iho  coiivenli'jii  co.icluded  tile  iOih  day 
of  Ociobcr,  I'^IS,  between  ihe  Oiiiled  Stales  ol  Ani.'ri- 
ca  and  die  king  of  the  united  ki:igdom  of  Great  liriiain 
and  Irehind,  f  >r  tiie  peri.id  of  ten  years,  and  .ilterwards 
indefinitely  exlended  and  continued  in  force  by  anoiiier 
cunveniion  of  ihe  same  parties  concluded  liic  6ih  day 
of  August,  in  Ihe  year  ol  our  Lfwd  1>I27,  it  was  agreetl 
thai  any  country  that  may  be  claimed  by  either  pariy 
on  tho  northwest  coast  of  America,  westw-ird  of  llie 
Siony  or  Rjcky  mountains,  now  commonly  called  the 
Oregon  territory,  should,  tngelher  wiih  its  harbors,  bays, 
and'creeks,  and  the  navigation  of  all  rivers  within  the 
Buine,  be  frue  and  open  to  ihc  vessels,  citizens  and  sub- 
jects of  the  two  powers:  bu;  wiihoai  prejudice  lo  any 
claim  which  either  of  the  parlies  might  have  to  any 
pan  uf  suid  country;  and  with  this  furlher  provision  In 
Ihe  2J  aruele  of  the  suid  convention  of  ihe  6th  of  Au- 
gust, la27,  tlial  either  parly  might  abrogaie  and  annul 
said  convention  on  giving  due  notice  of  twelve  months 
to  the  other  conlraciing  parly;  and  whereas  it  has  now 
become  desirable  thai  the  respective  claims  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  and  Gieai  Britain,  sh,>uld  be  definitely  settled, 
and  ihai  said  territory  may  no  longer  than  need  be,  re- 
main subject  to  the  evil  consequences  of  the  divded  al- 
legia.ice  of  its  American  and  British  population;  and  of 
the  confu-Mon  and  conflict  ol  natimal  jurisdictions,  dan- 
gerous lo  the  cherislied  peace  and  good  understanding 
of  the  two  countries.  With  a  view,  llierefore,  ihat  siups 
be  taken  for  the  abrogaiion  of  ihe  said  convention  of  the 
6ih  uf  August,    IM27,  111  llie  mode  prescribed  in  lis  2d 

arlicle,  aijd  ih;it  Ihe  alteiilii>n  of  tile  governments  of  both    

ccuniries  may  be  more  earnestly  directed  to  the  adop-  j  ready.  °Sir.  1  leave^he  author  of  the  slanders  where 


lion  of  all  proper  mca.sures  for  he  speedy  and  amicabl 
adjustment  of  the  diliiculties  and  disputes  in  relauon  lo 
said  tcriitory: 

Rtsoived,  ^c.  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  at  his  discretion  lo  give 
lo  the  British  government  tiie  nonce  required  by  us  said 
second  ariiclu  lor  the  abrogation  of  the  convention  of 
tlie6inof  .A.ugusi,  lS'<i7. 

The  vo;e  being  laken  resulted  as  follows; 
AYEJ— Me^-rs.  Archer,  Ashley,  Atherlon,  Bagby, 
Barrow,  Benlon,  Berrien,  Calhoun,  Cameron,  T.  Clay- 
ton, J  M.  Clayton,  Colquit ,  Cor«in,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
DiX.  Evans,  Greene,  Haywood,  Houston,  Hunlinginii, 
Jarnagin,  Johnson,  La.,  Johnson,  Md.,  Lewi-',  i\Ie- 
Dutfie,  Manguin,  Miller,  M,.rrncad,  Niies,  fearce, 
Pennybaeker,  Phelps,  R'nX,  Sevier,  Sinimons,  Speiglii, 
Turney,  Upnani,  Webster,  Woodbridge,  and  Yulee. — 
42. 

NOES— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Breesc,  Bright, 
Cass,  Oickiiidun,  Fairfield,  Jenness,  Semple,  and  Wesl- 
cott— 10. 

In  ihe  house  of  representatives,  the  report  from  the 
joint  committee  of  conference,  was  ma:ie  and  read  by 
Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  who  thereup  >n  moved  a  concur- 
rence.    The  lioiise  concurred  by  142  yeas  to  46  nays. 

The  resolutions  as  then  tinally  adopted,  are  sub- 
stantially those  proposed  by  the  senate.  The  presi- 
dent will  no  doubt  attach  his  signature,  and  give 
the  notice  according  to  the  spirit  of  this  now  nearly 
unaninious  expression  of  both  houses  of  congress. — 
An  amicable  adjustment  of  this  vexed  question  will 
now,  we  fervently  hope  and  believe,  be  speedily  ef- 
fected. 

Congress.  The  Oregon  notice  resolutions  being 
at  length  disposed  of,  the  bill  for  the  protection  of 
American  citizens  and  settlers  in  the  territory,  estab 
liahing  mails,  and  posts  for  their  protection,  &c., 
will,  no  doubt,  be  matured  with  due  deliberation  and 
with  that  caution  which  the  delicacy  of  the  case  re- 
quires. 

Meantime  other  topics  for  legislation,  long  defer- 
red, are  now  brought  lorward. 

The  Smillisonian  bequest  debate  has  commenced  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  speeches  have  been 
made  by  several  of  the  most  talented  members 

Tlie  postage  topic  was  incidentally  introduced  in 
debate  on  Thursday,  and  .Mr.  Hopki.ns  in  reply  to 
inquiries  staled,  that  the  committee  had  agreed  upon 
abillwhicli  would  be  reported  next  week,  slightly 
to  increase  Ihe  present  postage 
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he  if — I  heave  him  in  the  worst  company  I  know  of 
in  the  world — 1  leave  him  with  himself." 

.Mr.  Westcott,  of  Florida,  addressed  the  senate 
at  some  length.  He  remarked — "I  am  convinced  he 
[a  senator  he  had  occasion  lo  refer  lo]  believes,  as  1 
do  not  hesitate  that  1  do,  nay,  as  1  deem  it  my  duty 
to  say,  that  the  imputations  made  against  the  late 
president  and  the  distinguished  senator  from  Massa- 
chnselts,  in  reference  lo  the  use  of  Ibis  fund  impro- 
perly, whilst  the  latter  was  secretary  of  state,  are 
slanders  of  the  silliest  and  most  pilifut  character.  Sir, 
id  Mr.  W.,}  1  will  not,  as  a  senator,  by  any  vole 
of  mine,  permit  any  such  fugacious  scandal  against 
any  high  executive  officer  of  my  country,  of  any  po- 
ical  party,  and  especially  against  a  citizen  who 
iiids  as  high  belore  the  world  as  does  the  senator 
assailed,  and  of  whose  rep;jtation  and  fame  abroad, 
(opposed  as  1  ain  to  him  in  political  opinion  on  al- 
most every  sunject  of  parly  contest,}  1,  as  an  Ameri- 
can, feel  piMud — 1  say,  1  will  not  consent  that  such 
gossip  shall  be  the  foundation  of  a  call  upon  the  pre- 
sident, or  any  action  whatever  of  this  chamber." 


FOREIGN. 


By  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Unicorn,  we  have  Liver- 
pool dales  to  the  19th  ult.,  and  by  the  steamer  Caledonia, 
10  the  4tn  instant.  The  lailer  brought  26  passengers  lo 
Halitux,  and  7b  lo  Boston,  besides  13  from  flalifu.x. 

Tht  corn  laws.  Sir  Roljeri  Feefs  bill  reducing  the 
dunes  upon  bread  studs,  paucied  a  second  reading  in  the 
house  ol  coinnioiis  by  a  inajonly  ol  US,  which  is  a  dt- 
ininu.ion  ol  9,  compared  witn  the  previous  vote.  'I'h' 
London  Tunes  says:  "considering  ihe  lockjaw  under 
tvhich  commerce  of  every  description  is  now  sulT  rin^, 
the  iirngrtss  ot  the  measure  by  no  means  keeps  pace 
with  the  impatience  of  the  people.  Parli,:ineiit  met  on 
the  23d  ol  January,  and  the  beginning  ol  April  finds 
ihat  the  laritf  has  only  advuuced  to  the  fecond  reading. 
It  is  now  uncertain  whether  tlie  subsequent  sijges  can 
be  so  acceleraieJ  aslo  launch  the  biil  into  the  lioase  ot 
lords  belore  parii  iineni  adjourns  for  llie  Ej.-ter  holidays. 
Delays  are  proveriually  dangerou'J,  and  every  day  ren- 
ders the  suuaiion  ot  the  government  more  einbarrtissed 
and  critical.  It  hangs  logetiier  l)y  ihe  forbearance  of  its 
opponents.  All  Ihe  great  inanulaciurers  in  .Vlancliesler, 
all  Ihe  principal  incrchanis  in  Liverpool,  have  f  jrwardeO, 
irrespective  uf  party,  the  expresflion  of  their  view?  lo  tlie 


reinier  m  lavor  ol  hus  incisure,  which  he  duly  laid  be- 
ire  Ihe  house.  It  is  painful  to  wiincisihi:  ellbcts  of  llie 
re.seni  siagnalion;  and  h:iiiel"ul  ns  ihev  are,  the  aggre- 
gate misery  would  be  less  if  ihe  visia  which  oversha- 
dows the  future  could  be  peneiraied.  What  the  lords 
will  do  is  still  a  puzzle  lo  many,  and  a  fruitful  lopic  of 
spt-culaiion  with  all." 

Previous  confidence  m  the  bill  passing  the  house  of 
lords  has  been  somewhat  shaken.  .\  stronu  oppo.-iiion 
to  the  bill  has  been  organized  in  the  upper  home.  To 
an  unprehension  of  its  failure  there,  has  been  atiribnled 
nuch  of  the  depressed  condiiion  of  trade  as  well  as  the 
desponding  tone  of  many  of  the  journals.  Other  jour- 
nals, however,  express  no  doubt  of  'In:  bill  passing  iha 
upper  house  by  20  to  30  majority.  'I'lie  Timc4  Ihinks  it 
will  [lass  ihe  lioiisi^  of  lords  "if  it  reaches  Ihert,"  wlilcti 
it  seems  to  consider  doubtful.  The  'iSines  says:  "The 
speech  of  Sir  Rolieit  Peel,  in  closing  tie  debaio  on  the 
second  reading,  was  another  of  those  eljhorate,  well- 
reasoned  arguments,  pregnant  wiih  mind  and  matter, 
which  the  premier,  on  »reat  occasions,  is  in  the  habit  of 
giving  to  the  world.  The  liberality  of  ils  tone  and  iha 
large  political  and  economic  Irulhs  which  it  involved) 
have  increased  the  chasm  between  him  and  the  old  tory 
party.  Ii  is  observed  too,  ih  a  although  the  hostilities  of 
the  proluclionisis  towards  the  free  trade  policy  of  iha 
government  is  as  fierce  as  ever,  yet  that  a  marked 
change  has  come  over  liie  spirit  of  their  dreams  towards 
\\-\e  personnel  uf  the  government;  and  it  has  been  slated 
that  a  compromise  lus  been  the  result,  unfavorable  to 
the  people,  and  injurious  to  the  elKcacy  of  the  larilf." 

The  money  market  had  been  exceedingly  depressed) 
and  many  falluits  were  announceil.  They  are  generally 
referred,  however,  lo  railway  gainbling,  which  is  now 
made  the  scape-goat  lor  nil  dehciencifis.  Thousands  of 
operatives  oui  of  employ  on  every  hand.  Prices  of  al- 
nijst  every  iliing  declining. 

The  American  ministnr,  iMr.  .McLane,  w:is  prevented 
by  indisposiiioii  from  aitending  the  queen's  drawinjj- 
room  on  ihe  U'tli.  Mrs.  McLane  and  the  secretary  of 
legation,  Mr.  Melville,  attended. 

H^'arlike preparations,  are  continued  with  unremitting 
activity,  both  in  the  army  and  navy  departments.  The 
6,00U  .soldiers  tlial  were  ordered  lor  India,  not  being  any 
longer  required  there,  ii  is  rumored,  will  have  their  des- 
liiianon  changed  lo  Con.ada,  with  yei  addiiional  Ibrcos. 
The  Oregon  question,  and  relations  with  the  U.  Slates, 
had  been  the  subject  ol  rcinurks  in  both  houses  of  par- 
liament, on  enquiries  Ironi  whig  members  addressed  to 
iiiinisiers.  'i'hey  exhibii  upon  the  whole,  dignity  and 
forbearance  as  to  language,  firmness  and  deeisioii  as  to 
purpose,  and  unanimiiy  as  to  national  feeliiig,  and  con- 
fidence in  their  tidminisiraiion  in  regard  lo  the  ninttor, 
which  cannot  but  be  admired.  Our  spi.ce  lo  so  occupi- 
ed as  to  prevent  aflbrding  any  thing  like  a  eunipri.hen> 
siveview  of  what  passed. 

The  language  both  in  parliament  and  in  the  leadin" 
journals,  in  relation  to  American  alfairs,  evidence  that 
Ihe  subject  has  becoine  one  of  Ihe  greatest  imporlancei 
as  «ell  as  of  serious  delay.  The  ministers  declined  to 
cominunicale  the  correspimdence,  and  their  upponenls 
exprc.ssi'd  the  lullest  assurance  of  their  prudence  as  well 
as  patriotism,  in  doing  so. 

In  tlie  house  of  lords,  March  17,  the  earl  of  Clarendon, 
asked  for  ihe  produclion  of  such  d.iilonialic  coriespon- 
dence  as  the  earl  ol  Aberdeen  might  deem  it  consist- 
ent with  public  duly  to  produce.  Nothing  could  bo 
furlher  from  bis  purpo-c  I'lan  lo  embarrass  ihe  govern- 
nieiil.  Fie  had  the  lullest  confidence  in  their  pacific 
disposi  Ion  Yet  it  could  not  be  denied  that  the  two 
coiiiitnes  were  insensibly  drifting  lowards  a  war.  An 
abler  negotiator  than  Mr.  Pakcnhuiii  could  not  be  found; 
the  government  had  acted  most  judiciously  in  every  step 
it  had  laken  in  the  mutter;  for  it  had  declared  to  the 
world  that  it  would  not  engage  in  war  until  every  means 
uf  keeping  peace  were  exhausted.  It  was  morally  im- 
possible that  two  such  nations  as  England  and  America 
should  embroil  themselves  for  a  comparatively  worthlefl 
terrilory.  He  should  conclude  by  moving  for  ilie  cor* 
respondence,  and  by  asking  what  course  the  govern- 
ment i  tended  lo  pursue  in  the  event  of  the  senate  con- 
curring in  Ihe  twelve  months'  notice. 

The  earl  of  Aberdeen,  alter  an  ocknowledgment  for 
ihe  consideraie  lerins  of  the  enquiry,  and  referring  to  llie 
delicacy  ol  the  case  at  present,  eunii.iued — "iWy  loriJs, 
1  think  that  the  desire  expressed  by  my  noble  friend  is 
quite  natural  and  reasonable.  I  think,  when  we  arc  re- 
ceiving, frtuii  lime  lo  time,  from  the  United  States,  infor- 
inaiion  and  dotunjcnts  of  Ihe  highest  interest  and  im- 
portance, atlicting  us  In  the  manner  in  which  these 
irunsactioiis  do,  it  is  quite  natural  that  your  lordships 
and  the  public  should  desire  to  receive  from  thegovern- 
ineiii  ol  this  country  autlieniie  informauon  as  lo  those 
transactions,  acconipained  by  such  other  information  as 
It  may  bo  safe  and  proper  lo  give.  I  therefore  think  I 
have  no  valid  reason  lor  objecting  to  the  produclion  of 
those  papers  for  which  my  noble  Iriend  has  niuved;  es- 
pecially as  a  great  pornon  of  ihcin  must  be  already 
known  to  your  lordships  and  Ihe  public.  But  1  must  re- 
serve 10  myself  the  discretion    ot,  lor   the   present,  sup" 
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nres'-ir?  a  large  portion  of  thu  correspondence  vyhicb  hns  I 
takeT  t^b'c  between  htr  maje.-  /s  minister  m  tlie  U. 
Slates  and  ir  . -elf,  tiie  ;-  >  uciion..;  whieh.  '  'hm  t:r|;_3. 
■would  bc-iiijr.ious  inihe  public  inter.sts.  (Hear.)  My 
krd'--  1  wi''  ay  inrthtr,  lliat  I  siioulu  not  be  disposed 
•volun.f  .n  rav  n  ihr  laliie  any  snch  infurmation.  In 
the  '"i  .  '■  ..  il  I-  P""'"  ni'ifual,  in  i\iv  mid?:  ot  a  ne- 
goiianunul  iliis  magnnude,  wiil.out  any  snec:.il  objeci 
in  vie.  \  10  produce  lo  parlian-ent  account  ul  liie  pain, 
cular  pnsitiun  we  may,  for  the  lime  being,  find  ourselves 
in.  (Hear.)  It  is  true  lliat  the  government  of  the  U. 
Slates  lias  acted  differcnily,  bul  their  situation  is  differ- 
pnl  from  ours.  The  executive  government  of  the  UnKeri 
Slates  had  to  call  on  the  leuislaiiire  to  take  a  direri 
course  on  thi.'' subject.  The  President  of  ihe  U  Siaies 
propised  to  Ihe  ''. inerican  legislature  n  cenain  measurf, 
to  VI  bid.  he  reqtiirtd  their  asseni;  and,  of  course,  he  was 
unuer  ihe  necessiiy  of  iurmshing  them  wiih  the  niale- 
r;als  on  which  to  form  on  opinio.i  in  coming  to  a  deti 
t..,n  -.1.  a  ques'ion  ivf  such  iniporiance.  But  lliat  is  no' 
our  cas*.." 

Ireland      The  Irish  coercion  bill  has  passed  liie  com 
nions.  and   is  now   in  the    house  of  lords.     The  bill 
fiercelv  opposed  in  Ireland,  and  is  assailed  by  tlii 
al  presses  in  England,  as  exciedinsly  iinjusi  i 
punishmt- nts  upon   ihe   innocent  for  crime 
guilty  alone  ought  to  sutler  (iir      The 
It  is  designated,  iliey  say 


liber- 
:ifli.ilinj 
which  the 
"Curfew  bill,"  as 
'ill   arrav  all  the  good  of  the 


land,  as  well  as  the  vicious,  against  1 

A  violently  coniesif  d  elpcii.  n  at  M  lyo,  had  led  to  dis- 
turbances. The  repeal  cmini'  .i  e,  iVIi  Donnell,  was  re- 
lumed over  Mr.  M.mre,  a  liberal,  but  not  a  repealer,  by 
60  majority.  The  milimry  during  ihe  disturbance,  hied 
upon  the  peasaniiy,  killed  one,  and  wounded  several 
Others. 

O'ConndVs  health,  seems  lo  be  declining.  Assassina- 
tions and  hor'id  crimes  are  accumulaiing,  as  distiess 
renders  the  people  ot  Ireland  desperate.  Deprive  the 
Irish  of  (J'Coniiell's  influence  at  such  a  moment,  and 
who  can  predict  die  c  .  s.-ouence? 
FRANCE. 

Farlificalions  of  the  innst  extensive  and  formidable 
character  are  in  progress  al  Havre,  Cherbourg,  and 
other  maritime  ports. 

A  free  tnide  league,  has  been  formed  in  trance.  [We 
commend  to  ihi  ir  aiiention  ilie  admission  of  American 
tobacco,  on  reciprocal  terms  wiih  our  admission  ol 
French  silk-,  wines,  and  jewelry.] 

[Ediior  Nat.  Reg. 

ErpiTlrd  visit  of  Victoria.  Private  lelters  mention 
that  me  pieparations  for  the  visit  of  her  majesty  queen 
Victoria,  to  the  king  and  queen  of  the  French  were  pro- 
ceeding without  intermission  at  the  Tuilleries,  Neuilly, 
St.  Cloud,  and  Versailles,  and  particularly  at  the  Tri- 
anon. ,     .       ,    r  1 

[We  were  under  the  impression,  derived  from  other 
accounts,  ihal  her  majesty  was  not  exactly  in  travelling 
trim  about  these  dates.] 

INDIA. 

The  Sikhs,  tear  terminated.  Two  sanguinary  battles 
have  been  fought  upon  the  banks  of  the  Sutleje,  since 
those  previously  detailed,  in  both  of  which  the  Briiish 
were  signally  victorious.  The  result  was  decisive.  The 
Sikhs  submiiied  to  ihe  pariiiion  of  their  territory  and 
agreed  to  pay  ihe  damages  incurred  by  the  war. 
^The  hutlle  of  the  23lh  January,  was  fought  at  the  vil 
lage  of  Ahwan,  by  Gen-  Sir  H.  Smiih,  whose  forces  an 
set  down  ?1 12,000  men,  against  Runjeet  Singh,  who  had 
20,000  men,  strongly  entrenched.  The  fight  was  severe, 
but  superior  tactics  prevailed.  The  Sikhs  were  driven 
into  and  over  the  Sutleje,  with  imnienso  loss,  including 
56  nieces  of  artillery  and  their  whole  equipage. 

The  Briiish  return  their  loss  as  comprising  151  killed, 
413  wounded,  and  25  missing. 

The  battle  of  Ihe  Wlh  of  February,  was  fought  at  So. 
braon,  further  down  the  Sutleje,  bj  Sit  Hugh  Gough  and 
Sir  Henry  Hardinge,  who  with  the  whole  of  the  Anglo. 
Indian  army,  including  Sir  H.  Smith's  corps,  attacked 
the  Sikhs  in  ihe  position  which  ihey  coniinued  to  occu- 
py on  the  British  aide  of  ihe  river,  having  there  30,000 
men,  and  67  pieces  of  cannon;  the  bailie  coniinued 
from  eaily  morning  nil  1 1  o'clock.  The  Sikh  camp 
was  stormed,  their  artillery  and  equipage  all  captured, 
and  12,000  ol  the  Sikbs,  say  the  despalches,  killed, 
wounded,  taken,  or  drowned.  By  the  I'-ih,  a  bridge  ol 
boats  wasconi|ileted,  and  the  British  army  in  full  march 
for  Lahore.  Rajah  Gholab  Singh  was  sunt  thence  to 
to  seek  terms  of  ihe  victors.  On  February  I'^th,  at  Lul 
leeana,  the  Sikh  government  aubmilted  to  the  terms 
dictated  by  the  victors,  who  bad  advanced  to  within  16 
miles  of  Lahore.  The  young  Maharajah,  son  of  Run- 
jeet Singh,  is  now  the  acknowledged  prince,  and  is  con- 
sidered as  being  restored  to  the  favor  and  alliance  of  ihe 
British  government  The  remains  of  the  Sikh  army 
20,000  strong  and  35  pieces  of  ariillfry,  were  at  or  in 
front  of  Lahore. 
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April  15.    The  discussion  on  the  Oregon  notice 

was  ieEij:;:fir'. 

Mr.  /ji.  ;,,  of  Texas,  spoke  for  an  hour  m  favor 
of  the  no:;  :,and  in  vindication  of  the  president's 
recommence  lions.  He  was  bound  to  assume  the 
position  he  had  done.  Believing  as  he  did,  be  was 
right  in  asserting  that  the  whole  of  Oregon  was  ours. 
Whether  the  whole  of  Oregon  belonged  to  the  U. 
Slates  or  not  was  not  the  ouestion — the  question 
was  as  lo  the  propriety  of  terminating  the  joint  oc- 
cupancy. If  England  desired  lo  negotiate,  the  notice 
would  not  impede  it.  Mr.  H.  would  not  use  the  word 
"compromise"— but  expressed  strong  faith  in  -'ad- 
justment," Hi-  d  sired  peace  Was  the  country 
prepared  for  wai.'  No,  nor  ever  would  be,  be- 
forehand. The  people  of  the  United  Stales  don't 
like  taxes— a  -'don't  care"  policy  and  feeling  pre- 
vailed until  enn  rgcncy  arrived  The  notice  would 
"lake  the  brush  out  cf  ;i,e  path."  He  was  anxious 
that  England  should  make  the  next  advances.  He 
had  great  respect  for  ihsi  nation,  though  he  disliked 
ti.eir  conduct  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  He  compar- 
ed the':!-  modes  of  "annexation"  with  thai  of  the  U. 
States;  regretted  the  ii--'i-ation  which  he  attributed 
lo  the  public  joiiinsis.  He  waived  all  about  title  as 
not  belonging  l,^  the  present  question,  and  was  for 
giving  the  naked  notice.  He  retorted  on  England 
for  territorial  aggrandizements,  and  gave  a  long  nar- 
rative of  the  rise,  progress,  and  accomplishment  of 
the  annexation  of  Texas. 
The  senate  then  adjourned. 

April  16.  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Ky.  addressed  the 
senate.     [See  his  speech  inserted  al  page  117.] 

Mr.  Allen,  agreeably  to  previous  notice,  moved  to 
lay  on  ihe  table  the  resolution  he  had  reported  from 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  and  lake  up  as 
a  substitute,  the  joint  resolutions  from  the  house  of 
representatives. 

The  motion  was  acquiesced  in  without  a  division. 

The  house  resolutions  being  now  under  considera- 
tion, Mr.  Jchuiun,  of  Md.  moved  as  a  substitute  for 
Ihem,  an  anieiidnient;i=iinil3r  lo  the  resolutions  pro 
posed  by  Mr.  Crilenden,  with  the  exception  of  in- 
serting Ihe  word  "amicable"  before  the  word  "ad- 
justment," and  omitting  the  proviso.  [See  page  97  ] 

Mr.  ,.'}llen  moved  to  amend  Ihe  2d  clause  of  Mr. 
Johnson's  amendment,  so  as  lo  insert  after  the  word 
"has,"  a  clause  of  the  president's  annual  message, 
viz.  "become  the  duty  of  congress  lo  consider  what 
measures  it  may  be  proper  to  adopt  for  the  security 
and  protection  of  our  citizens  now  iiihabilmg  or  who 
may  hereafter  inhabit  Oregon,  and  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  our  just  title  to  that  territory."  Decided  in 
the  negative  by  yeas  22,  nays  32,  viz: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashlev,  Aichison,  Atherton, 
B:!gby.  Penton,  Breeae,  Bright,  Cameron,  Cass,  Chal- 
mers, Dickii'-^."!,  Dix,  F'airfield,  flannpgan,  Jennes^, 
Niles.  tKiniiii,  .Scv.er,  Siuigeon,  Turiiey,  We.«ic.iii— 22. 

NAYS— M..^si-.  Archer,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Calhoun 
I'll.),-  Clayton,  .1.  M.  Cljyion,  Corwiii,  Criiieiiden,  Da- 
vis, Dayiun,  Evans,  Greene,  Haywood,  Houston,  Hun- 
lingdon,  Jarnaein,  Johnson,  of  Md.  Johnson,  of  La., 
Lewis,  McDufhe,  Muiigum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Pearce, 
Pi-nnybacker,  Phelps,  Rusk,  Simmons,  Speight,  Upham, 
Webster,  Wood  bridge — -^2. 

Mr.  iJreese,  moved  an  amendment,  lo  strike  out 
the  words  "at  his  discretion"  in  the  last  clause  of  the 
resolution. 

Negatived  by  yeas  22,  n-ays  32. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson  was  then  put  lo  the 
vote,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  30,  nays 
94,  as  follows: 

Yeas- Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Calhoun, 
Thomas  Clayton,  John  M.  Clayton,  Corwin.Cniienden, 
Davis,  Dayton,  Evans,  Greene,  Haywood,  Huniington, 
Jarnagin,  Johnson,  of  Md.  Johnson,  of  La.,  Lewis, 
McDuflie,  Manguni,  Miller,  Morehead,  Pearce,  Phelps, 
Siiiimoiis,  Speight,  Upham,  Websier,  'iVesiuoit,  Woou- 
bridge— 30. 

Navs— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Aiherton, 
Bagbv.  Benton,  Breese,  Brig  i,  Cameron,  (jass,  Chal- 
mers, Dickinson,  Dix,  Fairfield,  Hannegan,  Houston, 
Jenness,  Niles,  Pennybacker,  Rusk,  Sempic,  Sevier, 
Siurgeon,  Turiiey--2J. 

Mr.  JlUen  here  rose  and  spoke  in  terms  of  rebuke 
upon  Ihu  senate  for  the  course  it  had  adopted.  [For 
his  speech  see  page  115.] 

Mr.  Crittenden  replied  and  retorted.    [Sec  p.  116] 

The  amendnieiit  of  Mr.  ./cAiuon,  was  then  ordered 
to  a  third  leading  by  yeas  40,  najs  14.  [As  on  page 
97,]  and  linn  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed.  The 
seiia'.e  adjourned  till  Monday  Ihe  20th. 


,SEN  ATE. 

Aphil  14.  After  rejecting  the  proposed  alterations 
in  the  (galleries,  &c.  tlie  senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
nidcration  of 

The  Oregon  volice  resolutions.  Mr.  Meslcolt,  of  Flo- 
rida, 8p"kc  lor  Hi'  I, our,  osserling  our  title  lo  o'l"  40', 
but  deprecaiu.c  ii.c  poiicy  ol  giving  the  notice  as 
rtroniniei.iii  d  by  the  president.  Tlie  siDate  then 
went  ill'"'  exicuiive  session. 


April  20.  A  message  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  tith  instant,  calling  for 
all  Ihe  correspondence  in  relation  to  llio  right  ol 
search  held  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of  Washington. 

Oregon,  life.  The  joinl  resolution  of  Ihe  senate  to 
annul  and  abiogate  Ihe  second  article  of  Ihe  con- 
vention of  the  fill,  August,  IH27,  having  been  amend- 
ed by  the  house,  said  ameuduienls  were  read. 


Mr.  Mangum  moved  that  the  senate  disagree  to 
the  araendoients  made  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Jllen  said  he  designed  lo  move  that  the  senate 
concur  in  those  amendments,  and  he  submitted  lo  the 
decision  of  the  chair  which  of  thos,:  :-ro  r.otions  had 
Ihe  priority. 

Alter  some  discussion,  Mr.  A's  course  was  adopt- 
ed— and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  bis  motion  lo  concur 
wiih  the  amendments  of  the  house,  being  called 
stood  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Ather- 
ton, Bagby,  Benton,  Breese,  Bright,  Cameron,  Ca'ss, 
Dickinson,  Dix,  Fairfield,  Houston,  Jenness,  Niles, 
Pennvbacker,  Rusk,  Semple,  Sevier,  Turney— 21. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Cal- 
houn. Thomas  Clayton,  John  M.  Clayton,  Colquitt, 
Corwin,  Crittenden,  Evans,  Greene,  Haywood,  Hun- 
tington, Jarnagin,  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  Johnson, 
of  Lou.  Lewis,  McDufiie,  Mangiim,  Miller,  More- 
head,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Speight,  Upham,  Webster, 
Westcott,  Woodbridge,  Yulee — 29. 

So  the  senate  disagreed  lo  the  amendment  of  the 
house. 

Patent  report.  After  some  debate,  the  senate  or- 
dered 25,000  copies  of  the  report  of  Ihe  commis- 
sioner of  patents  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  to  supjily  the  deficiencies  in  (ipproprintions  of 
last  year,  after  undergoing  amendments,  was  tinally 
passed.     The  senate  then  adjourned. 

April  21.     A  message  from  the  house,  proposing 

a  committee  of  conference  on  the   Oregon    notice 

resolutions,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  .illen,  considered. 

Mr.  Jlllen  moved  that  the  senate  recede;  negatived 

ayes  20,  nays  31. 

Mr.  Haywood  moved  that  the  senate  appoint  a 
committee  of  conference.  The  motion  being  amend- 
ed at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  so  as  to  desig- 
nate the  number,  three,  was  adopted. 

■Phe  senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  committee. 
Messrs.  Berrien  and  Corwin  having  each  received 
30,  and  Mr.  Haywood  29  votes,  constituted  the  com- 
mittee on  the  pari  of  the  senate.   Mr.  Allen  received 
15  and  Mr.  Cass  14,  and  others,  scattering  voles. 

The  bill  "to  protect  the  rights  of  Jlmerican  citizens  in 
Oregon,"  as  passed  by  the  house,  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  territories.  The  senate 
then  adjourned. 

April  22.  The  sub-treasury.  Mr.  Webster  said  he 
received  daily  so  many  inquiries  as  to  the  probable 
progress  of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  that  he  desired  to 
ask  of  the  committee  on  finance,  and  hoped  Ihe 
chairman  would  not  find  it  inconsistent  with  his  duly 
to  answer,  when  the  committee  would  probably  re- 
port the  bill?  and  further,  whether  they  proposed 
any,  and  what  amendments  lo  its  provisions?  and 
lastly,  at  about  what  period  they  thought  action 
would  be  had  upon  il?  Mr.  W.  said  he  was  no  panic 
maker,  and  his  only  object  was  lo  allay  panic.  The 
country  was  now  eminently  prosperous,  and  he  de- 
sired it  to  remain  so. 

Mr.  Lejois,  in  reply,  said  he  was  unable  to  answer 
the  first  inquiry  of  Ihe  senator.  The  committee  had 
determined  to  give  precedence  to  the  warehousing 
bill,  which  had  been  made  the  special  order  for  the 
second  Monday  in  May,  and  had  further  determined  lo 
report  bills  for  the  establishment  of  branch  mints  at 
Cborleslon  and  N-  York,  in  order  that  any  evil  effecta 
that  might  be  anticipated  from  the  establishment  of 
Ihe  sub-treasury  should  be  averted.  In  view,  too,  of 
Ihe  heavy  amount  of  the  public  moneys  on  deposite 
in  the  banks,  and  the  state  of  expansion  now  exist- 
ing, It  had  been  agreed  upon  that  the  specie  clause 
should  not  go  into  effect,  until  Ihe  1st  of  January 
next. 

Branch  mints.  The  committee  on  finance  reported 
bills  for  the  establishment  of  branch  mints  in  the 
cities  ol  New  York  and  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Mr.  .illen  oflared  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted, 
limiting  the  extent  of  the  informatioii  on  the  right  of 
search,  heretofore  called  for  by  a  resolution. 
HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  April  14.  On  motion  ol  Mr.  Boyd, 
Thursday  was  appointed  as  the  day  limiting  debate 
on  the  Oregon  jurisdiction  bill. 

Ortgon  jiirisJiclioii.  The  house  resolved  itself  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Hamlin,  of  .Maine,  in 
the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  protect  the  rights  of  American  settlers  in  the  ter- 
riloi-y  of  Oregon  until  Ihe  terminalion  of  the  joint 
occupancy  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Fmran  spoke  in  support  of  the  hill. 
Mr.   TMalts  also  supported  the  hill,  and  adduced 
argumeul"  and  facts  in  support  ol  his  position  in  fa- 
vor of  asserting  all  our  rights  to  the  whole  lerritorj 
up  to  54O  40'. 

Mr.  I'iiifon,  of  Ohio,  offered  an  amendment  care- 
fully excluding  the  provisions  of  the  bill  from  reach- 
ing any  Briiish  subject  whatever  until  the  treaty  is 
annulled.  Mr.  V.  said  he  should  vole  against  Ihe 
bill  without  the  amendment,  ,,. 
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Mr.  Cobb,  of  Ga.,  argued  that  as  our  title  was  to 
the  Russian  line,  we  had  a  right  to  extend  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  whole. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  S.  C,  made  a  strong  argument 
against  the  whole  bill,  whioh  he  thousjht  was  in  vio- 
lation of  the  treaty  of  1H27  and  the  law  of  nation?. 
Every  part  and  parcel  of  the  bill  was  of  this  extreme 
and  dangerous  character,  and  he  was  therefore  op- 
posed to  it.  A  bill  fraught  with  greater  mischief  had 
not  been  introduced  into  congress,  and  he  rej;relled 
that  such  a  measure  had  been  brought  forward. 

The  coinmitlee  then  rose  and  .Mr.  McKay  reported 
a  bill  (0  reduce  tlu  diuies  on  imports  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.    The  bill  having  bi'.en  read  the  tirsl  time. 

Mr.  Slewnrt,  of  Pa.,  moved  that  it  be  rejected, 
which  motion  was  lost  without  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  bill  was  then  read  by  its  title.  Mr.  Sleuart 
claimed  the  reading  of  the  whole  bill. 

The  Speaker  said  that  this  was  not  the  practice. 

Mr.  .Idams  insisted  that  any  member  had  a  right 
to  have  the  bill  read,  but  made  no  point  of  order. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Griniie(/,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  disabled  seamen,  and 
the  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesdat,  April  15.  Mr.  JVIule  moved  the 
printing  of  10,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  in  re- 
lation to  the  bill  to  reduce  duties.     Motion  lies  over. 

The  vote  determining  Thursday  as  ihe  day  limit- 
ing debate  on  the  Oregnn  jurisdiction  bill  was  recon- 
sidered, and  Friday  nest  substituted. 

Oregon  jurisdiclion.  The  house  went  into  commit- 
tee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Broion,  of  Tenn.,  arose,  and  argued  that  llie 
bill  was  not  «  hat  it  purported  to  be  by  its  title,  a  bill 
for  the  protection  of  American  citizens  in  Oregon. 
He  regarded  it  rather  a  bill  for  claiming  and  taking 
the  whole  of  Oregon.  Jurisdiction  was  claimed 
over  the  whole  of  Oregju — over  British  people,  as 
well  as  over  our  own— and  that  too,  when  there  had 
been  a  strict  obs"rvance  of  the  treaty  of  1S27  by  the 
government  of  Great  Britain.  The  bill  was  calcu 
lated  to  involve  the  nation  in  a  war,  and  ive  cuuld 
not  escape  it  if  this  bill  became  a  law.  Mr.  B.  said 
the  only  reason  why  there  was  not  unanimity  upon 
this  question,  as  desired  by  the  executive  and  his 
friends,  was  the  fact  that  there  had  been  no  consist- 
ency of  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  executive  and  his 
friends.  He  claimed  the  whole  of  Oregon  whioh  he 
knew  would  lead  to  war  after  offering  to  negotiate 
upon  49.  Mr.  B.  said  that  four-tSflhs  of  the  nation 
and  a  large  majority  in  congress,  in  his  judgment, 
were  ready  to  compromise  tnis  question,  and  they 
would  have  rallied  around  the  executive  as  one  man, 
if  he  had  sustained  the  issue  which  he  had  made, 
and  said  "thus  far  will  we  go  and  no  further."  As 
it  was,  the  executive  was  not  trusted.  The  civilized 
world  would  condemn  him  for  spending  the  nation's 
blood  and  treasure  for  that  which  he  had  offered  to 
give  away. 

-Mr.  Giles,  of  Md.,  took  a  different  view  of  the 
case,  and  called  upon  the  house  not  to  cavil  at  the 
course  of  the  executive  upon  this  question.  The 
house  had  given  the  notice,  agreeaoly  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  executive,  and  he  hoped  that  be- 
fore the  setting  of  to-morrow's  sun,  the  senate  vvould 
do  the  same  thing.  The  bill  before  the  committee, 
he  argued,  did  not  infringe  upon  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  G.  was  in  favor  of  a  careful  observance  of  the 
treaty  of  13^7,  and  therefore  opposed  to  the  prospec- 
tive grant  ol  lands  contemplated  in  the  bill.  So  long 
as  there  was  joint  possession  he  did  not  think  there 
should  beany  grant  of  lands,  and  the  act  itself,  he 
thought,  ougFil  to  be  a  temporary  measure. 

Mr.  Payne,  of  Ala.,  said  this  discussion  was  cal- 
culated to  do  much  harm,  as  the  debate  had  done 
when  the  notice  was  under  consideration.  He 
was  in  favor  of  the  bill  if  amended  so  as  to  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  the  Ami-rican  people,  and  he  was 
opposed  to  it  if  it  was  to  interfere  wah  the  rights  of 
British  subjects.  Mr.  Payne  closed  his  remarks  with 
a  defence  of  the  executive.  Upon  the  main  ques- 
tion, he  said,  if  the  two  governments  were  wise,  iliey 
would  settle  this  question  amicably  and  promptly  by 
negotiation. 

i\lr.  Seddon,  of  V.,  characterized  the  bill  as  mani- 
festing a  violent  and  aggressive  spirit,  an  interference 
with  treaty,  a  violation  of  law,  a  claim  of  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  whole  territory,  and  a  bill  that  ought 
not  to  pass. 

Mr.  Gordon,  of  N.  Y.,  defended  the  bill  with  ear- 
nestness, and  argued  that  it  was  strictly  in  eonforrai- 
tj  to  treaty  stipulations  and  no  more  than  Great  Bri- 
tair  had  done  by  the  acts  of  1321. 

Mr. y.  R.  IngersoU  obtained  the  floor,  when  the 
committee  rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 
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Mr.  Allen  rose  and  said:  We  now  come  to  the 
main  point  in  the  controversy,  in  which  we  are  re- 
quired to  do  a  moral  act,  and  one  upon  which  the 
welfare  of  the  country  rests;  and  in  doing  thii  act, 
for  myself  1  shall  act  with  reference  to  all  its  rela- 
tions, present,  and  remote,  that  may  be  involved  in  it. 
At  the  opening  of  this  session  of  congress  the  presi- 
dent made  the  dintinct  declaration  that  he  did  not 
anticipate  any  proposition  from  Great  Britain,  and 
advised  congress  to  put  on  end  to  the  existing  treaty, 
in  order  to  extend  our  laws  over  our  citizens  there. 
A  call  was  made  upon  the  president  recently  to 
know  what  was  the  state  of  negotiations  upon  the 
subject;  and  in  answer  to  that  call  the  president  h^s 
informed  us  that  no  correspondence  has  taken  place 
between  the  two  governments  since  his  communica- 
tion to  congress  upon  that  subject.  Thus  stands  tlie 
case.  I  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  preamble  in 
the  exact  language  of  the  president's  recommendation 
to  us  declaratory  of  the  duly  of  this  government  to  ex- 
lend  its  law3  over  the  citizens  who  now  are  in  Ore- 
gon or  who  may  go  there  hereafter,  and  with  a  view 
of  securing  our  title  to  the  territory.  That  proposi- 
tion was  voted  down;  and  this  much  of  the  president's 
message  was  disapproved  of  upon  a  solemn  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  And,  notwithstanding  that  call 
of  the  president  upon  us,  we  propose  now  to  pass  a 
resolution  addressing  advice  to  him  with  regard  to 
the  manner  in  which  he  is  to  exercise  the  treaty- 
making  power;  because  this  preamble  is  addressed 
to  somebody;  it  is  either  addressed  to  the  president 
of  the  United  Slates  or  it  is  addressed  to  Great  Bri- 
tain: it  is  a  thing  totally  gratuitous;  a  thing  which 
has  no  effect  as  a  law-making  measure;  but  it  is 
a  thing  which  is  done  with  a  view  of  producing  a 
moral  effect  upon  some  sort  of  existing  authority, 
either  the  president  or  the  government  of  Great 
Britain.  If  addressed  to  the  president,  it  is  in  re- 
ference to  the  manner  in  which  he  shall  exercise 
the  treaty-making  power;  and  as  such  ought  to 
have  been  addressed  to  him  by  a  vote  of  two-lhirds 
of  the  senate  in  executive  session  acting  ir;  their 
treaty-making  character.  If  addressed  lo  Great  Bri- 
tain, it  is  a  humiliation;  it  is  an  attempt  to  hold  in 
tercourse  wiih  a  foreign  government,  not  through 
the  appointed  organ  of  intercourse,  but  through  the 
legislature.  It  is  an  attempt  to  speak  behind  the 
president,  and  not  through  him  as  the  conslilued  or 
gan  appointed  to  speak  in  behalfof  the  nation-  What 
was  this  preamble,  if  not  intended  for  one  of  these 
two  objects.'  On  its  face  it  professes  to  speak  lo  both 
the  executive  of  this  government  and  Great  Britain. 
.4nd  to  this  extent  it  is  in  utter  violation  of  the  rights 
of  the  government.  The  president  asks  you  to  pass 
laws  in  regard  to  the  territory  of  Oregon,  and  you 
answer  him  by  advising  him  to  negotiate,  when  he 
tells  you  that  negotiation  is  at  an  end.  Well,  sir, 
before  this  thing  can  have  any  effect  in  binding  the 
president,  it  must  have  a  vole  of  two-thirds  of  the 
senate  acting  constitutionally,  and  as  such  being  en- 
titled to  be  heard. 

Now,  sir,  we  have  heard  in  this  duscussion  many 
remarks  made  about  the  interference  of  the  con- 
gress with  the  treaty  making  power;  it  is  said  con- 
gress ought  not  to  interfere;  that  it  is  a  power  en- 
trusted by  the  constitution  to  two-thirds  of  the  se- 
nate in  conjunction  with  the  president  elected  by  the 
mass  of  the  people.  The  right  of  congress  or  of  the 
people  to  meddle  with  the  matter  has  been  disputed; 
1  do  not  dispute  it;  but  I  call  upon  the  senate,  when 
they  come  to  advise  the  president,  to  do  so  in  their 
executive  character,  and  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds,  and 
not  by  a  legislative  act. 

But,  sir,  the  preamble  now  adopted  is  itterly  in- 
consistent with  the  object  of  the  resolution  itself. — 
The  resolution  as  just  adopted,  leaves  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  president  whether  he  will  give  the  no- 
tice or  not;  while  the  preamble  tells  him  to  go  on. 
The  preamble  specifies  the  reasons  on  which  the  re- 
solution is  predicated,  and  yet,  notwithstanding  this, 
the  resolution  leaves  the  whole  matter  to  the  execu- 
tive. Sir,  this  question  of  discretionary  power  was 
raised  elsewhere;  it  was  said  that  giving  the  presi- 
dent a  discretionary  power  to  give  the  noi.ce  was 
little  else  than  entrusting  him  with  the  war-making 
power.  We  decline  the  responsibility  of  giving  the 
notice  ourselves;  we  decline  the  responsibility,  we 
evade  the  danger,  we  say  to  the  president,  we  leave 
the  whole  matter  with  you,  although  the  president, 
in  his  message,  referred  the  whole  matter  to  us.  Bui 
we  do  not  choose  to  incur  any  responsibility  in  the 
matter. 

Sir,  1  will  not  go  into  the  general  discussion  of 
this  subject;  but  1  will  say  after  so  overwhelming  a 
vote  in  the  house  of  representatives,  after  an  unanimi- 
ty unparallcd   upon   any  question,  it  seemed    to  me 


that  the  consideration  which  was  due  to  thargreat 
organ  of  the  popular  will  ought  lo  have  induced  us 
to  adopt  the  resolution  of  the  house.  How  will  it  bo 
now,  when  you  send  all  this  back  lo  the  house,  with 
a  preamble  containing  half  a  dozen  new  principles, 
and  a  resolution  changed  in  its  whole  character  from 
that  of  the  house,  containing  propositions  which 
have  been  already  voted  down  by  the  house?  What 
will  be  the  consoqiiencc?  Why,  you  will  reopen  the 
discussion,  make  an  issue  between  the  two  houses  of 
congress,  array  one  against  the  other,  and  present 
the  aspect  of  a  divided  congress.  The  house  has 
done  an  act;  the  senate  has  repudiated  that  act,  and 
yet  we  say  we  all  desire  unanimity  Sir,  it  is  an 
utter  want  of  unanimity,  by  keeping  one  house  ar- 
rayed against  the  other,  and  both  houses  against  the 
president,  as  will  he  the  case  if  this  resolution  he 
adopted  There  are  sciutors  who  even  say  that  they 
blame  the  president  for  sending  the  question  to  con- 
gress, who  say  that,  in  doing  so,  the  president  com- 
mitted an  act  of  indiscretion;  and  yet  they  say  wo 
act  only  for  the  public  good,  and  not  from  any  feel- 
ing of  hostility  to  the  president.  And  what  do  they 
do.'  Why,  they  throw  the  whole  subject  back  to  the 
president,  to  be  managed  in  (uture  according  to  his 
discretion,  although  after  having  condemned  hiin  for 
a  want  of  discretion  in  his  past  management.  The 
president  will  not  decline  the  discretion;  he  will  go 
behind  no  bush.  I  have  no  doubt  the  president  will 
take  the  respensibilily  which  is  sought  to  be  imposed 
on  him.  But  that  is  no  excuse  for  us,  if  the  peace 
of  the  country  should  be  involved,  for  declining  all 
responsibility  which  ought  properly  lo  rest  upon  our 
shoulders,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  strengthening  the  posi- 
tion of  the  government. 

For  these  reasons,  and  with  the  hope  that  this  mat- 
ter may  be  put  in  a  better  shape,  and  that  the  house 
may  afford  us  an  opportunity  of  amending  what  we 
have  done,  I  look  the  responsibility  of  voting  against 
the  resolution,  and  I  would  take  that  responsibility 
if  I  stood  alone.  I  recollect  that  on  another  occa- 
sion, a  lew  years  ago,  that  1  stood  alone,  and  upon 
this  I  would  stand  alune,  and  die  upon  it  alone,  rather 
than  pass  an  act  so  huiinlialiiig  lo  the  country.  Sir, 
11  will  produce  a  contest  between  the  two  houses,  a 
thing  that  we  have  all  along  desired  to  avoid;  be- 
cause, from  Ihe  beginning  lo  the  end,  every  body  has 
conceded  the  moral  power  of  our  position  consisted 
in  our  union  of  counsel,  our  standing  shoulder  to 
shoulder;  yet,  sir,  after  a  vote  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, a  bod)  directly  emanating  from  the  mass 
of  Ihe  people;  I  say,  after  a  vote  as  large  as  that — a 
vote  to  such  an  astonishing  extent,  unanimous  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  attending  the  organization 
of  that  house — after  such  a  vole,  I  did  think  tiie  se- 
nate ought,  to  some  extent,  lo  defer  lo  the  moral  in- 
fluence of  that  vote.  I  think  that  if  the  senate  had 
passed  the  house  resululions,  and  we  had  presented 
the  moral  spectacle  to  the  world  of  a  united  con- 
gress, sustaining  Ihe  president,  Ihe  choice  of  the  peo-" 
pie,  that  we  would  have  presented  a  moral  force  to 
Great  Britain  that  would  have  made  that  power  fal- 
ter before  she  determined  lo  bring  this  conlroversy 
to  the  arbitrament  of  Ihe  sword.  But,  as  it  is,  what 
will  be  the  substance  of  the  despatches  that  will  go 
to  England  by  the  next  steamer?  It  will  be  "Hold  on, 
hold  your  position;  prepare  your  guns;  announce 
your  readiness  for  war;  the  divisions  already  mani- 
fested in  America  will  be  increased;  their  fears  of 
war  will  be  increased  l)y  your  threats,  and  at  last 
her  majesty's  government  may  get  the  whole  of  Ore- 
gon." These  hopes  will  induce  Ihe  British  govern- 
ment to  protract  the  negotiations;  they  will  be  no 
more  willing  to  bring  them  lo  a  conclusion  than  be- 
fore; they  will  say  there  is  the  whole  commercial 
interest  of  America  clamoring  against  a  war  under 
any  circumstances;  they  will  say  here  is  a  vote  of 
the  senate  in  favor  of  a  preamble  instructing  the 
president  to  open  negotiations  again,  and  they  will 
observe,  in  a  part  of  the  resolution,  a  declining,  on 
Ihe  part  of  the  senate,  to  take  the  responsibility  of  a 
positive  act. 

The  senate  does  not  say  they  want  the  treaty  end- 
ed No  sir,  they  want  negotiation,  bargaining,  traffic 
to  proceed;  but  thoy  have  not  declared  that  the  con- 
vention shall  end.     This  is  the  stale  of  the  case. 

Tlie  president  told  us  he  had  done  wilh  negotiation, 
and  he  recommended  the  law- making  power  to  lake 
up  the  subject;  and,  instead  of  doing  so,  they  divid- 
ed, faltering,  paltering,  manacled,  hampered,  with  a 
frightful  unwillingness  to  meet  responsibility — say- 
ing, oif!  we  leave  it  all  to  your  discretion.  With  all 
these  things  staring  thi-ni  in  the  face,  do  you  think 
Great  Britain,  whose  trident  already  holds  the  world 
in  awe,  will  crouch,  will  get  on  her  knees  lo  us' — 
Do  you  think  you  will  encourage  Great  Britain  to 
give  up  any  thing  by  showing  your  unwillingness  to 
claim  any  thing?  Not  at  all.  1  shall,  for  one,  vote, 
if  1  stand  alone,  against  such  a  proceeding,  trusting 
that  the  final  result  of  the   business  may    produce  a 
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resolul:  i-  more  in  accordance  with  Ihe  intereita  and 
d'ign'tly  of  the  senale. 

Mr.  Crittcncem  rose  in  reply,  and  said  he  would 
not  Buffer  imputations  such  as  those  which  the  gen- 
tieman  had  made  against  the  action  and  character 
of  the  senate  to  pass  altogether  without  notice. — 
What,  asked  Mr.  C.  is  his  commission.'  and  whence 
is  it  derived?  and  who  authorised  him  to  assume  here 
the  air  and  tone  of  pre-eminence  which  so  strongly 
marks  his  language  when  addressing  the  senale? — 
"On  what  meat  does  this  our  Caesar  feed,"  that 
he  is  to  rise  here  and  lecture  us  for  decisions  for 
which  we  have  deemed  it  our  duty  to  come?  Wliere 
did  he  come  from?  Is  it  the  office  of  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations  which  war- 
rants him,  in  his  own  opinion,  to  put  on  these  airs 
of  authority?  to  assume  this  predominance?  and  to 
lecture  us  as  to  our  official  duty,  as  he  has  now  done? 
The  senate  had  just  adopted  a  resolution  proposed 
to  it  by  Ihe  senator  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  R.  John- 
son), when  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  gets  up  and 
says  in  his  place  that  the  senate  has  humiliated  it- 
self—that  it  has  adopted  a  miserable,  feeble,  palter- 
ing, oonlracted,  and  (as  he  icould  liave  said)  abject 
and  slavit-h  resolution.  Let  me  tell  him  thai  he  does 
Dot  know  this  body,  nor  the  material  of  which  it  is 
comp-^'sed.  And  let  me  add,  there  is  another  and  a 
more  difficult  lesson  ivhich  I  fear  the  senator  hns 
yet  to  learn,  and  that  is,  to  know  himself.  When  be 
knows  hiniself  a  little  better,  he  will  be  in  ciicum- 
stances  better  to  appreciate  what  isjdue  from  him  to 
the  Siriia'e.  He  may  vaunt  himself  in  his  assunnd 
office  ofexclusivc  vindicator  of  the  piesident  of  Ihe  U. 
Slates,  and  defender  of  Ihe  honor  of  the  house  of  re- 
presefla"ve.s;  hut  thai  gives  him  no  warrant  to  treat 
thi!  b'  'iv  vilh  a  want  ut  consideration.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  senate,  I  fc-l  that  lis  dignity  has  been  as- 
sailed, ami  its  character  triidiicei!.  Mi  own  personal 
share  in  Ihe  remarks  of  the  gentleman,  and  my  own 
personal  sense  of  injury  and  offenre,  are  absorbed  in 
the  stronger  conviction  ol"  Ihe  disrespect  which  has 
been  manifested  towards  ihi^  body.  The  senale  has 
adopted  the  substance  of  a  resolution  which  I  had  the 
honor  myself  to  otl'er,  and  the  gentleman  hasfeli  him 
sell  aulhorizcd  to  characterize  a  resolution  which  had 
just  received  the  sanction  of  this  body  as  a  poor, 
paltry,  faltering,  timid,  tremulous  thing.  1  can  tell 
that  senator  that  the  majoriiy  of  this  senate  and  Ihe 
humble  individual  who  now  addresses  it  arc  as  little 
moved  by  the  dread  of  any  responsibilily  but  that  of 
domg  V. 4ong  as  the  chairman  of  the  commiltet;  on 
foreign  relations. 

Does  it  belong  to  this  body  to  submit  to  remarks, 
no  matter  with  what  force  or  vehemence  of  gesti- 
culation and  ioudnetistji  tone  they  may  be  delivered, 
which  convey  injurious  imputations  on  its  official 
course  and  public  acts?  1,  for  one,  shall  not  stand 
here  to  be  rebuked,  nor  to  hear  this  senate  schooled 
or  called  to  account  by  any  such  authority.  The 
gentleman  undertakes  to  make  hin.self  the  advocate 
and  defender  of  the  house  of  representatives.  Why, 
sir,  who  ur  what  is  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  Stales  that  it  stands  in  need  of  suc/i  an 
advocate?  Tlie  gentleman's  advocacy  of  one  of  Ihe 
houses  of  congress  is  equally  an  act  of  supereroga- 
tion, shall  1  say  assumption,  with  his  rebuke  of  the 
other. 

Who  here  has  arraigned  the  house  of  repre- 
eentalivcs?  Who  la  there  among  us  who  does  not 
thiuk  of  and  treat  it  with  the  most  prolound  re- 
specl?  Who  among  us  is  now  to  learn  from  that 
very  experienced  gentleman  that  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives is  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  Ihe  Ameri- 
can government?  And  when  belore  did  any  member 
of  this  body  rise  in  his  place  and  tell  us  that  we  are 
to  be  controlled  in  our  action  here  by  the  action  of 
majorities,  or  the  largeness  of  majorilies,  in  the 
other  house  of  congress.'  'i'he  gentleman  tells  of  the 
majority  by  which  a  certain  resolution  has  passed 
anolher  body,  -diid  he  brings  that  here  as  an  argu- 
ineDt  to  govern  and  control  us  in  our  legislative  ac- 
tion. What  would  the  other  house  of  congress 
think  of  a  member  there  who  should  tell  Ihem  that 
the  senate  had  passed  a  certain  measure,  and  that 
out  of  n  decent  respect  to  the  senale  Ihey  must 
pass  it  loo?  Would  not  that  house  think  as  vilely 
of  us,  could  wc  be  actuated  by  such  a  motive,  as 
we,  in  Ihe  like  case,  should  be  warranted  in  thinking 
of  them?  As  Ihe  presiding  ollicer  of  this  body,  I  ap- 
peal to  you  whether,  in  speaking  in  this  chamber  of 
votes  and  majorities  of  a  co-ordinate  branch,  on  the 
subject  before  us,  the  member  from  Ohio  has  not 
ti'jialed  more  than  the  mere  rules  of  order  of  the 
senate?  The  theory  uf  the  conslitulion  is,  that  the 
two  brunches  uf  the  legislature  shall  act  indepen- 
dently of  each  other;  and  the  rule  which  forbids  a 
reference  to  w  hat  is  done  in  the  other  branch  has 
its  foundation  in  that  principle.  It  is  lor  you  to 
judge  whether  both  the  rule  and  ihc  priuciplo  have 
not  lietc  bttu  uolatcJ.    The  gcnileioan  is  ihainnaa 


of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations;  but  what  con- 1 
fidence  are  we  to  repose  in  his  lectures  addressed  to 
us  on  great  national  affairs,  while  he  is  himself 
wonting  in  respect  to  the  body  to  which  he  belongs. 
In  attempting  to  influence  this  senale  by  holding  up 
to  us  the  course  of  the  house,  he  has  violated  the 
order  of  the  senate  and  treated  it  with  disrespect,      i 

We  are  not  to  be  influenced  in  that  way,  much 
less  is  that  gentleman  to  hector  over  us  and  tell  us  i 
that  we  are  bound  to  this  or  that  course  of  action, 
because  the  house  of  representatives  has  adopted  it. 
IIow  would  they  submit  to  such  an  indignity?  I 
hope  that  no  more  such  language  will  be  permitted 
here,  it  is  offensive.  The  gentleman  tells  us  ihat 
the  president  will  hide  behind  no  bush.  What  does 
he  mean?  Does  he  mean  that  Ihe  senale  will  do  it? — 
If  not,  was  his  remark  of  that  innocent  sort  of  rhe- 
toric which  has  no  meaning  in  it?  The  gentleman  is 
calling  upon  us  for  unanimity;  he  is  beseeching  us 
to  be  unanimous.  Why,  sir,  was  the  like  ever  heard? 
A  gentleman  in  a  small  minority  of  this  body,  calling 
upon  us  continually  for  unanimity!  He  very  mo- 
destly requires  thai  all  the  other  members  of  this 
body  should  at  once  abandon  their  own  opinions, 
and  go  over  to  the  very  small  minority  to  which  he 
belongs.  Sir,  could  the  genlleman^s  comprehensive 
ingenuity  point  out  no  other  mode  of  arriving  at  una- 
nimity? Suppose  the  gentleman  himself  should  pack 
up,  with  all  his  dignities  of  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  relations,  and  go  over  to  the  ma- 
jority; would  not  that  be  some  approach  to  unani- 
mity? No,  sir,  that  will  not  do.  We  are  are  all,  I 
suppose,  to  consent  that  our  views  shall  be  unheeded, 
and  we  are  all  to  come  over  to  him  as  Ihe  great 
standard-bearer,  beneath  whose  banner  alone  all  na- 
tional unanimity,  all  patriotic  unanimity,  all  unani- 
mity becoming  an  American,  is  to  be  found.  Yes, 
sir.  There  is  to  be  no  contraband  here.  The  fiaj  is 
to  cover  every  thing,  and  lobe  the  witness  of  the 
nationality  of  all  over  which  it  is  spread,  and  of  the 
gentleman,  as  one  of  those  who  are  under  it.  Really, 
sir,  1  have  supposed  it  to  be  a  possible  case  that  a 
man  may  have  as  much  patrintism  and  as  much  bra- 
very, iti  the  ordinary  srenes  of  human  life,  as  even 
Ihe  senator  himself,  and  yet  not  rally  under  that 
standard.  The  jenlleman  seems  to  think  he  has  an 
unanswerable  claim  lo  invoke  our  unanimity,  be- 
cause he  tells  us  that  for  many  a  long  year  he  him- 
self on  a  great  public  measure,  stood  "solitary  and 
alone."  He  was  then,  I  imagine,  not  quite  so  ar- 
dent in  favor  of  unanimity. 

But,  mark  it,  sir,  such  was  the  effect,  such  the  in- 
fluence of  that  magnanimous  example,  that  now  the 
senate  and  all  mankind  are  come  to  rally  round  the 
gentleman  I'rom  Ohio.  True,  he  says  it  took  live 
years  lo  accomplish  this.  Now,  sir,  will  not  the  se- 
nator have  magnanimity  enough  to  allow  us  five 
years  lo  resign  our  principles  and  our  convictions 
and  adopt  his?  Or  does  he  demand  instant  submis- 
sion?    And  IS  that  his  new  doctrine  of  unaniuiily? 

1  had  thought,  according  to  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed, that  we  were  to-day  to  do  little  else  than 
vote.  We  all  know  that  that  senator,  both  herein 
Ills  place  and  in  all  his  personal  intercourse  with  us, 
has  expressed  the  greatest  possible  desire  and  soli- 
citude that  we  would  fix  upon  a  day  when  we  should 
arrive  at  a  result  in  this  matter;  and  yet  now,  when 
that  day  is  come,  when  ihe  gentleman's  own  ap- 
pointed time  has  arrived,  the  course  of  the  senate 
which  he  so  earnestly  invoked,  and  which  was  to 
bring  our  deliberations  lo  a  close,  has  only  quickened 
him  lo  renewed  eflbrts  in  prolonging  this  contest. — 
He  now  tells  us  that  he  will  vote  against  all  resolu- 
tions; as  we  have  not  adopted  his  amendment,  he 
goes  against  the  whole.  Well  sir,  be  it  so;  the  gen- 
tleman's course  may  no  doubt  be  a  cause  of  great 
regret,  and  he  may  consult  his  personal  dignity  by 
siaiidins  alone  i.nother  live  )eais  and  wailing  in 
solilary  grandeur  till  all  the  senate  and  all  congress 
shall  flock  and  congregate  about  him.  [Achilles  in 
his  tent!  Yes,  sir,  Achilles  in  his  tent!  [Laughter] 
1  would  still  recommend  the  lesson  lo  which  i  have 
once  referred— know  thyself!  It  is  the  wisest  lesson 
that  any  man  can  learn. 

'Ihe  honorable  gentleman  finds  out  now,  for  the 
first  time,  tbat  the  preamble  which  the  senate  has 
adopted  is  entirely  incoherent  and  irrelevant  lo  the 
other  portion  of  ihe  resolution  The  senate,  it  seems, 
did  not  know  this,  for  they  have  just  adopted  both. 
And  how  does  he  make  it  out?  Tiie  president  has 
asked  us  to  authorise  him  to  give  notice  to  Great 
Britain  of  the  termination  of  the  convention.  This 
resolution  does  authorise  him.  And  what  more?  it 
declares  it  to  be  desirable  that  he  should  give  the 
notice  and  should  abrogate  the  convention.  Now,  1 
ask,  is  there  any  thing  inconsistent  in  this?  As  1  un- 
derstand the  matter  it  is  an  exact  compliance  with 
the  recommendation  uf  the  piesident.  But  it  is  now 
first  discovered  by  the  senator  from  Ohio  that  there 
is  uu  consistency  ui  il,  and  he  goes  ag^iiustthe  whole. 


Mr.  President,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  this  sort  of 
animadversion — it  gives  me  no  sort  of  satisfaction 
whatever;  but  I  cannot  and  will  not  sit  here  and 
allow  such  language  and  see  such  airs  of  superiority 
and  supercilious  arrogance  without  a  reply.  We 
have  had  quite  enough  of  it  and  to  spare,  and  from 
the  same  quarter.  The  gentleman  seeks  by  vehe- 
mence of  gesticulation  and  volume  of  sound  to  give 
effect  to  what  he  is  pleased  to  say;  and,  really,  sir, 
in  some  of  his  gestures  the  gentleman  is  not  only 
offensive  but  really  alarming.  Notwithstanding  some 
reasonable  measure  of  natural  courage,  gentlemen 
not  accustomed  to  arms,  and  whose  training  has  only 
been  in  bodies  of  a  political  character,  might  suffer 
some  personal  apprehension.  Sir,  the  gentleman 
may  get  up  a  panic  here,  and  there  is  no  telling 
what  may  be  the  effect  of  a  panic.  I  have  heard  of 
panics  in  armies  producing  effects  the  most  terrible; 
I  have  heard  of  stampadoes  and  many  other  things 
equally  terrible;  but  here,  sir,  we  have  been  told 
that  the  resolution  we  have  adopted  is  a  miserable 
paltry  thing;  that  the  senale  is  paltering  in  a  double 
sense;  that  it  is  hiding  behind  the  bush;  that  it  is 
skulking  from  responsibility  and  presuming  to  differ 
from  the  house  of  representatives.  And  all  this 
is  brandished  over  us  with  a  magnificence  of  style 
and  manner  that  really,  sir,  I  scarce  know  where 
the  senate  stands  or  what  is  lo  become  of  it. 

There  is  a  word  or  two  more  I  wish  lo  add  before 
I  sit  down.  I  hope  we  shall  get  all  Oregon.  I  hope 
we  may  have  it  up  to  54°  40';  but  if  I  can't  get  ail 
that,  I  for  one  am  willing  to  submit  to  take  49°.  But 
1  do  not  like  lo  hear  it  said  that  I  am  on  the  records 
of  the  senate  as  having  voted  Ihat  our  title  is  good 
up  to  54°  40';  yet  I  find  that  statement  expressly 
made  in  a  speech  of  his  which  I  shall  here  quote. 

[Mr.  C.  here  read  an  extract  from  a  speech  for- 
merly delivered  by  iVlr.  Allen.] 

The  senator  told  us  he  had  it  recorded  in  a  volum* 
before  him.  Yes,  sir,  the  gentleman  makes  speeches, 
and  puts  them  in  books,  and  lays  them  before  him, 
and  then  quotes  them  to  us  as  "documents,"  I  sup- 
pose, according  to  the  reading  of  my  honorable  friend 
from  New  York,  (.Mr.  Dickinson.) 

[Here  Mr.  C.  read  further  from  the  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Allen.] 

The  gentleiij  n  says  the  bill,  on  its  very  face  and 
by  name,  declared  our  title  good  up  to  the  Russian 
boundary.  1  deny  that  the  senate  ever  passed  a  bill 
making  any  such  declaration.  The  gentleman,  per- 
haps, may  not  have  been  correct.;  reported.  1  re- 
member, indeed,  that  we  had  a  bill  belore  us  in 
which  we  proposed  to  legislate  fur  Oregon  as  far  as 
England  had  legislated,  and  Ic  provide  laws  which 
were  to  operate  during  our  joint  occupancy  with 
England  of  the  whole  territory.  The  operation  of 
the  law  was  to  be  extended  over  the  whole  territory, 
but  that  looked  to,  and  expressly  provided  for,  a 
stale  of  joint  occupancy,  and  neither  declared  nor 
implied  that  we  had  any  exclusive  title  to  the  whole 
or  to  any  part.  That  was  not  the  question  mooted. 
The  question  was  as  to  the  extension  of  our  laws 
over  own  citizens;  and  what  less  could  we  say  than 
Ihat  the  laivs  should  extend  lo  them  wherever  they 
might  be,  in  any  and  every  part  of  the  territory. — 
Yet  this  bill  has  been  cited  and  given  to  the  public 
as  a  recorded  document  proving  that  the  senale,  by 
its  vole,  had  declared  that  our  right  was  clear  aud 
unquestionable  up  lo  54°  40  deg. 

Mr.  Allem  said  he  thought  the  extraordinary  re- 
marks made  by  the  senator  from  Kentucky  would 
justify  a  reply,  though  to  reply  to  all  of  them  would 
lake  a  considerable  time.  The  senator  desired  to 
know,  (continued  Mr.  A.)  under  what  commission  I 
speak?  He  must  really  be  an  intelligent  senator  to 
be  under  the  necessity  of  asking  such  a  question.  I 
spe-.ik  under  the  commission  of  a  state  as  respectable 
in  every  particular  as  any  other  stale  in  Ihe  union.  I 
speak  under  the  commission  of  Ihat  character  which 
1  bear  as  a  man;  a  character  as  unsullied,  sir,  as  that 
I  of  Ihc  senator  from  Kentucky,  or  any  of  those  with 
I  whom  he  acts.  I  speak,  sir,  under  the  commission 
which  a  sense  of  duly  imposes  upon  a  senator  as 
i  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  country  as 
I  that  senator,  or  those  with  whom  he  acts.  These 
are  the  commissions  which  have  rendered  it  neces- 
j  sary  that  i  should  speak,  and  of  these  the  jeers  of 
I  the  senator  cannot  deprive  me,  either  at  present  or 
:  m  future.  Commissions,  every  one  of  »  hich  1  intend 
'  to  fulfil,  and  to  live  up  to;  and  in  doing  so  I  will 
:  never  be  found  contributing  to  the  sacrihue  of  the 
I  rights  or  the  honor  of  my  country. 
I  ihc  senalor  says  the  Ural  great  duty  of  a  man  is 
!  to  know  himself.  He  knows  that;  and  il  is  very 
i  strange  that,  knowing  himself,  ho  had  not  remained 
I  silent  upon  this  occasion,  and  not  come  forth  here  lo 
'  do  every  thing  which  he  charges  me  with  doing,  by 
i  entering  into  a  voluntary  defence  of  Ihe  senate. — 
I  The  senate  must  nave  come  to  a  pretly  pass  if  it  re- 
I  quires  Iho  gentlcmau  locome  forward  as  its  attorney 
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general  to  vindicate  its  character.  He  asks  me  under 
what  comniis'iion  1  defend  the  house  of  representa- 
tives? I  aslj  him  under  what  commission  he  presumes 
to  be  the  organ  of  the  senate,  and  the  keeper  of  its 
character? 

Mr.  Crittenden.   1  do  not;  but,  as  one  of  liir  body 


The  British  left  their  limits  undefined.  They  conid 
under  that  law  claim  all,  or  more,  from  the  Colum- 
bia river  up  to  the  Russian  boundary,  or  up  to  the 
Frozen  ocean,  and  come  down  to  the  confines  of  the 
Missouri.  There  was  nothing  in  the  act  to  limit 
them.     They  were  bounded  only  by  the  absence  of 


I    think    it  right  to  defend    myself,  and   those  with    political  Jurisdiction.    Not  su  with  us;  we  have  done 
whom  (  act.  j  very  difterently;  we  have,  by  metes  and  bininds,  act- 

Mr.  Ai.lkn.  'I'he  senator  speaks  for  the  whole  !  ingun  the  true  American  principle,  marked  out  our 
body.  I  speak  of  the  whole  body.  The  difl'erence  .  boundary  with  accuracy;  and  s«t  doivn  our  northern 
between  the   senator  and  myself  is,  that  he  speaks  i  limits  at  54°  40'. 


for  the  body,  and  I  speak  of  the  acts  of  the  body 
have  as  much  interest  in  the  senate,  in  its  chitiacter 
and  conduft,  as  the  senator  from  Kentucky.  1  am 
part  and  parcel  of  the  body,  and  the  proportion 
which  1  bear  to  the  body,  can  neither  be  increased 
nor  diminished  by  the  remarks  of  the  senator.  His 
remarks  in  reference  to  individuals  here,  and  bis 
grotesque  faces,  cannot  have  the  least  effect.  His 
eulogies  cannot  elesate  them  nor  his  sneers  depress. 
I  want  to  know  what  it  is  that  I  have  done  to  the 
senator  which  makes  him  so  basly,  on   every    occa 


senator  wnien  maKes  mm  so  aasiy,  on   every    occa-    [,p„_„gj 
sian  when  1  speak,  to  rise  up  and  address  his  rebukes    ' 


Mr.  Chittenden  rose  to  make  some  observations 
in  reply,  when  the  presiding  officer  remarked  that 
this  personal  discussion  had  gone  far  enough,  and  he 
begged  the  gentlemen  would  desist  from  pursuing  it 
further.  It  was,  he  said,  with  great  reluctance  that 
he  fell  hiin-ifilf  obliged  to  interfere. 

Mr.  Crittenden  remarked  that  it  would  have 
been  well  if  the  objection  from  the  chair  had  been 
made  at  an  earlier  period. 

Allen  hoped  the  senator  would  be  allowed  to 


Mr.  Crittenden.  Certainly;  1  claim  the  same 
right  the  senator  from  Ohio  ha'^  enjoyed.  I  trust 
there  is  one  member  of  this  body  fur  aliom  I  have  a 
right  to  spcpk,  and  he  happens  to  be  Ibe   one  who  is 

-    ■        -      I  ,,„,  cjn 

;vcn   learn 


to  me?     lias  he  a  private  pique?     I  know  of   none;  I 

can  imagine  none.     It  must  be    that    bo  thus   comes 

f'jrward  because  he  supposes  be  is  in  duty  bound  to 

take  upon  himself  the  guardianship  uf  the  senate.     1  ,     _ 

do  not  deny  the  senator's    right.      I  only  say  that  it  |  assailed  by  tbo    senator  (lo.n  Ohio.     S, 

bespeaks  some  complacence  on  his  part,  that,  when  '  '^nt  to  learn   Irnm  any  body.     1   would 

any  thing  is  said,  up  he  jumps  and  performs  the  part  I  '■'om  a  blackguard   how  to  improve  my  manners,  of 

of  an  attorney  general;  assuming,  as  in  this  case,  that  I  '™™  him  who  has  the  sliglitest,  flimsiest  claim  to  be 

Ibe  senate  bad  been  abused;  an  assumption  not  at  all  |  called  a  gentleman. 

justified  bv  the  fact.     I  spoke  of  the  public  acts  of'      If  1  have  acted  a  part,  it  is  a  part  I   intended,  and 

the  body  just  as   the   senator  speaks  of   the  house  of  I  1  doubt  whether  the  language  I    employeil  was  con 

representatives.     Are  we   not   at   liberty    to  speak  i  sidered   faicical  by   any  other  than  llie  senator  from 

of  our  own  acts,  or  the  acts  of  any  branch    of  the  ;  Ohio.  I  presume  to  be    among  tlie  humblest  of  my 

governmenL'      When    we   speak   of   an    act    which  i  friends;  but,  whatever  may  be  the  deficiency  of  mj 

has  been  done,  shall  we    be   met  with  the  charge,  |  capacity,  I  hold  in  dale-  ation,  I   feel  an  irresistible 


You  are  attacking  a  branch  of  the  government;  y 
must  not  interfere  with  it;  you  must  not  refer  to 
wliat  has  heretofore  been  done  by  congress,  or  you 
will  incur  the  charge  of  making  an  attack  upon  con- 
gress? I  think  thegentleinan's  imagination  has  carri- 
ed him  r.ither  too  far  in  the  execution  of  his  assumed 
commission.  The  long  practice  of  the  gentleman  as 
attorney  general,  may  have  given  him  a  fondness  for 
this  sort  of  advocacy  which  be  exercises  here;  per- 
haps his  leaning  that  way  is  so  great  that  he  does 
not  recollect  he  is  now  filling  that  office.  I  can 
now  account  for  his  distorted  view  of  the  subject  in 
no  other  light.  Not  a  word  can  be  said  but,  out- 
springing  his  broad  shield,  he  cries,  "Stop;  not  one 
inch  further.  Behold  the  shield  of  Achilles — not  in 
his  lent;  oh,  no — Achilles  advanced  to  war,  shield  on 
arm!" 

But  I  again  repeal  that  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  ac- 
count lor  llie  unnecessary  wrath  of  the  senator.  He 
says  thai  I  spoke  disparagingly,  derogalorily,  rebuk- 
ingly,  of  this  body.  When,  1  pray?  He  speaks  of 
my  manner.  I'he  manner  of  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky is  to  make  faces;  my  manner  is  to  make  ges- 
tures. He  tliii.ks  the  audience  will  be  alarmed  at 
my  gesticulations.  Well,  they  will  be  compensated 
by  a  hearty  laugh  at  the  faces  made  by  the  senator. 
1  mean  no  harm  by  speaking  in  a  loud  tone;  and  if 
people  are  here  who  como  to  be  entertained,  they 
cannot  fail  to  be  so,  seeing  that  we  have  comedy  as 
well  as  tragedy  enacted. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  bill  relating  to  Oregon,  to 
which  allusion  has  been  made,  the  senator  says  it 
was  only  fur  exlemling  our  laws  over  Oregon,  [here 
is  some  little  dillerence,  ibe  senator  would  hnd,  be 
tween   that  enactment  and  Biuish   legislation  upon 


inclination  to  put  do i\  n  arrogance  and  impudence, 
from  whatever  quarter  it  may  come.  1  have  no 
doubt  it  is  a  fault,  but  it  is  a  fault  which  the  rebukes 
and  animadversions  of  my  best  Iriends  have  not  en- 
tirely cured  me  of  much  less  am  I  to  be  schooled 
out  of  it  by  such  a  teacher  as  the  senator  from  Ohio. 

Sir,  I  ventured  to  ask  by  what  authority  the  se- 
nator from  Oliio  presumed  lo  read  lectures  to  sena- 
tors here — by  what  commission  he  undertook  to  as- 
sume an  oracular  position,  and  arraign  the  senate  on 
a  charge  of  paltering  in  a  double  sense — of  hiding 
behind  the  bush — of  committing  acts  of  humiliation 

I  ask  by  what  warrant  any  senator  dared  to  ad- 
dress the  senate  in  that  manner?  Dy  what  privilege? 
By  what  prerogative?  And  1  am  ansvvered,  it  is  by 
commission  from  Ihe  state  of  Ohio;  and  that  that 
state  is  one  of  the  most  respectable  in  the  union. — 
Sir,  the  gentleman  can  say  nothing  of  thai  that  will 
not  meet  my  hearty  concurrence.  That  great  state 
of  the  west!  Her  children  are  scarcely  more  proud 
of  her  than  I,  one  her  neatest  neighbors.  But  the 
gentleman  will  excuse  me  for  being  a  little  incre- 
dulous as  to  the  extent  of  that  commission.  The 
commission  of  which  he  speaks  is  to  perform  the 
pari  of  a  gentleman.  The  stale  of  Ohio  never  gave 
a  commission  lo  any  one  lo  violate  the  rules  of  de- 
corum; to  stand  up  with  assumed  superciliousness, 
and  to  give  orders  and  to  dictate  to  senators  what 
course  ihey  ought  to  pursue.  The  commission  of 
the  gentleman  comes  from  another  source.  I  wish  I 
were  at  liberty,  consistently  with  the  rules  of  order, 
to  say  from  what  source  it  comes — to  speak  out  my 
whole  mind  on  the  subject. 

Among  the  Icasl  1  think  of  the  gentleman's  errors 

I  liked  to   have  said    presumptions-— it  seems  hi 


the  same  subject.     I'wo  acts  were  passed  by  Great  I  ''^lief  that   1  have   made   him  a  particular  object  of 
Britain— one  in  1801,  and  the  other  in  18-^4.  In  these  ;  attention,  and  that  1  have   been    extremely  anxiou" 


acts  no  limits  were  assigned;  they  might  be  constru 
cd  to  extend  throughout  the  Russian  portion  of  the 
continent,  and  Irom  the  confines  of  the  Missouri  to 
the  Pacific.  'Ihey  were  entirely  undefined  as  to  li- 
mits. Uid  we  pass  our  act  in  that  way?  Far  from  it. 
With  the  true  charjcteristics  of  our  countrymen,  we 
went  witb  coui|>ass  and  chain  in  hand;  we  lell  nothing 


on  all  occasions  to  reply  to  him.  Well,  sir,  there 
may  be  some  object  ot  ambition  to  be  attained  by 
having  a  formidable  name,  or  a  great  man  for  an  aii- 
lagonisl;  to  attack  an  Achilles  or  a  Hector,  when 
victory  might  make  a  man's  fortune,  and  defeat  de- 
tract nothing  from  his  lame. 
But  has  the  gentleman  dreamed  it  was  this  sort  of 


lo  implication,  nothing  doubtful  in  the  minds  of  our  i  fame  that  I  sought — that  it  was  the  light  reflected 
citizens  wilhin  "hat  limits  they  would  be  protected  !  from  his  name,  in  whicli  I  sought  to  warm  or  illu- 
by  our  law.  The  language  of  the  law  is  not  general.  1  minale  myself?  If  he  believed  this  he  is  entirely 
[Mr.  Allen  here  read  a  portion  of  the  act.]  Tluse  mistaken — altogether  wrong.  Never  did  I  expect, 
are  the  words  of  the  acl  asserting  our  claim,  for '  humble  as  my  name  may  be,  lo  borrow  any  luslre 
which  the  senate  voted,  and  which  the  senate  pass  ]  from  him;  and  1  believe  1  can  appeal  to  you,  .Mr. 
ed.  Wbai  right  had  we  to  limit  our  claim  there? — I  President,  to  bear  me  witness  when  1  say  that,  as 
Why  go  to  that  particular  boundary?  Why  choose  often  as  tiie  illustrious  hero  has  presented  himself 
thai  particular  degree  of  latitude,  even  going  so  mi-  i  in  the  field,  1  have  never  sought  to  gain  renown  by 
nulely  as  lo  mention  the  minutes?  Yc-s,  sir;  we  were  |  touching  even  his  shield.  1  am  not  altogether  un 
determined  to  claim  every  acre,  and  we  even  pro- 1  ambilious;  very  likely  I  have  ambition;  but  Ihrougli 
lessed  thai  we  would  in  future  grant  to  our  citizens  l  my  ignorance,  I  never  knew  it  could  be  obtained  in 
land  coextensive  wilh  the  limits  defined  in  the  bill;!  this  way. 

and  granting  land  is  an  acl  of  sovereignty.  It  is  the  I  1  can  promise  the  gentleman  anotberthing,  and  1 
highest  acl  of  sovereignly  in  regard  to  pioperty.  Thus  hope  it  may  be  the  means  of  peace  between  us,  that 
the  senate  does  stand  committed,  as  1  betore  said,  lo  I  sh.ill  i.  'i  seek  hiin  out;  but  if  be  ever  attacks  my 
the  whole  extent  of  our  title,  in  so  many  words,  by  dignity,  or  gives  oHence,  as  1  thought  he  intendeu, 
degrees  and  minutes  of  Uegreea.  {  disagreeable  as  it  might  be,  1  would  never  allow  the 


time  to  pass;  if  1  were  bedridden  I  would  get  out  of 
it  to  make  a  last  attack. 

Mr.  Allen  here  interposed  to  remark  that  ho  had 
never  made  an  attack  on  the  senator  witb  the  inten- 
tion of  doing  him  wrong;  bis  observations  had  been 
general,  and  iiitcndtd  to  be  applied  in  a  general 
sense, 

.Mr.  Crittenden  I  will  not  undcrtako  to  suy  what 
the  intentiniis  of  the  senator  were;  his  meaning  is  for 
himself  lo  explain;  his  remarks  I  think,  however, 
pretty  accurately  indicate  Ins  meaning. 

Mr.  Allen  again  observed  that  he  did  not  intend 
by  any  thing  he  had  said  to  offer  an  insult  lo  any 
senator;  and  if  it  were  assumed  that  be  did,  he  would 
only  say  it  was  assumption  without  justification. 

Mr.  Crittenden.  I  am  very  glad  the  senator  hai 
explained  away  the  ofl'ence  ot  his  remarks.  I  am 
not  very  difficult  to  be  satisfied;  but  the  gentleman 
alleged  that  we  had  committed  an  acl  of  humilia- 
tion; that  we  had  dodged  behind  the  bush;  ihat  wo 
h:.d  shunned  responsibility.  These  things,  ho  said; 
what  he  meant,  I  leave  to  all  to  judge.  If  the  gen- 
tleman did  not  mean  »  hat  his  words  import,  the  best 
advice  1  can  give  him  is  that  which  I  heard  once 
given  111  a  lueinber  of  congress,  not  to  speak  until  he 
had  something  lo  say. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  the  reso- 
lution as  amended  to  a  third  reading,  and  it  was  de- 
cided as  follows: 

Yb; AS  — Messrs.  Archer,  Ashley,  .\therion,  Bnjjby, 
Bano.v ,  Beiiion,  Berrien,  Calhoun.  Caiiierrm,  Cliiilmei'", 
J.  M.  Clayi.m,  Corwin,  Griienden,  Uav.s.  Djyn:  ,  Dix, 
Gri'ciit,  Haywood,  H'<u..'ioii,  Huiiiiiigi..ii,  J.M'iiagiii, 
Joliiir-oii.  of  Maryland,  Jnlinso.,.  of  Lom^i,.o.i.  Lewis, 
M  Dollic,  Maiigum,  Mili.r,  Moiehead.  Nlle^,  P.arce, 
Feiinyhadiei,  Pli,l|.>,  Rusk,  Sevi.T.  Sninii  .i.,-  .■^puijiii, 
Tuincy,  Upiiam    Wt-bsi,  r,  Wo..dbri.iKc,-ll> 

NAYS— .Misffs.  Allen,  Aichison.  Brer.'e.  BuLhi, 
Ca.ss,  'i'nomas  CIuvumi,  Dickinson,  Evans.  Fa  ifieid 
Uanne«an,  JeiH:u<s,  .Seiiii)!.-,  Sluree....,  Wchi.    ■!— 11 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  CRITTENDEN,  OF  KY. 

ON   THE   OREGON   QUESTION. 


IN   SENATE,   APRIL   16,   184S 

Mr.  Crittenden  said  he  was  very  sensib.i ,  not- 
withstanding the  inherent  importance  of  thesu()ject, 
that  the  senate  were  much  too  weary  to  take  any 
interest  in  his  repetition  of  what  had  already  been 
much  better  said  by  others.  Did  he  consult  his  owu 
inclinations,  he  should  not  intrude  himself  upon  their 
attention  for  a  single  i.iomenl.  But,  having  had  the 
honor  of  originally  introducing  Ihe  resolution  which 
was  the  immediate  subject  to  be  acted  upon,  it 
seemed  incumbent  upon  him  lo  say  something  ia 
support  of  it  before  the  vote  was  taken.  He  should 
compress  what  he  had  to  say  into  as  brici  a  spac* 
as  possible,  confining  himself  to  a  very  general 
survey  of  those  questions  which  it  seemed  essential 
lo  consider,  in  order  to  decide  considerately  and 
rightly  on  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  notice 
proposed. 

1  do  not  (said  Mr.  C.)  consider  it  necessary  to  en- 
ter on  an  investigation  of  the  lilies  and  pietensioni 
of  the  parties  to  the  territory  of  Oregon.  Great 
Britain  on  the  one  side  and  the  United  States  on  Iha 
other  have  long  asserted  conflicting  rights  and  pro- 
tensions  in  and  lo  the  territory  on  the  northwest  coast 
of  North  America,  between  the  Rocky  Mountaint 
and  the  Pacific,  and  between  the  parallels  of  4:2°  and 
54'*  40'.  It  IS  in  relation  to  this  spacious  legion  that 
these  questions  have  been  in  dispute  from  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution  lo  the  present  day.  Our 
claim  is  founded  on  the  exploration  and  settlement 
of  the  Columbia  river  between  the  years  1802  and 
1810.  The  claims  of  Great  Britain  originated  lone 
before,  being  dated  as  far  back  as  1790,  on  a  treaty 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  by  which  she  ex- 
torted, if  you  will,  a  rccugniiiun  of  a.i  equal  right 
on  her  part  to  Uade  and  make  settlements  iu  any 
portion  of  the  territory  not  previously  occupied  by 
the  subjects  of  another  power.  Ever  since  Ihatday, 
and  down  to  the  present  day,  she  has  drawn  her 
title  from  the  explorations  of  British  navigators  and 
from  the  seltlenienls  on    Frazer's  river.     There  ar« 

two  important  rivers  flowing  through  that  territory 

the  Columbia  and  Frazer's  river;  the  one  explored 
and  settled  by  the  Americans,  the  other  explored  and 
settled  by  the  British;  the  former  emptying  itself  into 
the  Faciric  between  ttii^  latitudes  of  46°  aud  47°,  and 
the  latter  between  49"^  and  50°. 

This  IS  the  great  outline  of  Ihe  dispute.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  1  should  turn  to  all  the  argumenlt 
used  hy  either  party  in  support  and  confirm  ition  of 
iheir  claims,  nor  to  refer  the  senate  to  all  the  an- 
cient voyages  and  explorations,  and  ail  the  sym- 
bolical ceremonies  by  way  of  taking  po^^essiuo  on 
various  points  of  the  coast;  for  these  are  at  best  but 
frail  materials  for  the  foundation  of  a  iiile,  whe- 
ttier  we  looU  to  the  dictates  of  soun_  .-ea>on  or  to 
the  law  of  nations.    I'he  clear  and  prummeut  faott 
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on  which  titles  to  newly  discovered  territory  rest 
are  actual  possession  and  occupation.  It  is  by  this 
that  our  claims  on  the  Columbia  have  been  acquired, 
arid  on  which  they  may  be  defended  and  maintained. 
And,  if  we  hold  this  to  be  a  good  ground  of  title  in 
our  own  hands,  we  must  concede  it  to  be  as  good  a 
ground  in  the  hands  of  others.  They  appeal  to  facts 
of  the  same  kind  as  we  do;  and  how  can  we  insist 
on  them  in  the  one  case,  and  deny  them  in  the  other? 
We  must  therefore  admit  occupation  and  settlement 
by  Great  Britain  to  be  good  ground  of  title,  imless 
we  can  show  that  the  occupation  has  been  efiected 
and  maintained  by  force,  and  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  nations.  Bi^t  out  of  these  facts  complicated  ques- 
tions arise,  which  connect  themselves  with  the  mat- 
ter now  before  us.  These  are  questions  to  employ  the 
strictest  and  most  laborious  researches  of  historians; 
and  it  is  dillicult  even  for  them,  though  among  the 
most  learned  of  writers,  and  having  all  requisite 
materials  of  knowledge  within  iheir  reach,  to  trace 
out  all  the  obscure  evidences  of  early  discovery  and 
the  doubtful  vestiges  of  remote  and  equivocal  acts 
of  settlement  and  ownership,  which  lie  hid  in  ob- 
scure histories  of  yet  more  obscure  voyages,  and 
apochiyphal  discoveries  and  symbolical  ceremonies 
of  taking  possession  of  wild  and  unsettled  or  barba- 
rous countries.  The  records  of  the  first  settlements 
made  in  a  country  compaiatively  unknown  are  most 
imperfect;  and  on  these  imperfect  traces  abstruse 
questions  of  interiialioiial  law  arise  which  are  diffi- 
cult of  solution  by  the  ablest  jurists.  Such  is  the  ge- 
neral nature  and  such  the  inherent  difficulties  of  our 
controversy  with  Great  Britain  respecting  the  terri- 
tory on  the  northwest  coast,  now  familiarly  known 
as  the  territory  of  Oregon. 

As  early  as  1807,  Mr.  JeBerson,  by  instructions 
now  on  record  in  the  department  of  state  to  our 
minister  at  the  Oourt  of  St.  James,  maniteslcd  his 
anxiety  that  the  bou.-.dary  line  of  49°  north,  which 
..was  agreed  on  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  as  separat- 
ing the  dominions  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  and 
afterwards  by  the  treaty  of  1763  made  the  boundary 
between  her  and  the  United  Stales,  should  be  ex- 
tended across  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific 
ocean.  But  this  was  not  at  that  time  done.  In  1818 
a  negotiation  was  entered  into  for  the  adjustment  of 
the  claims  of  the  two  nations  on  the  northwest  coast, 
which  terminated  in  the  convention  we  are  now 
asked  to  abrogate,  and  which  was  avowedly  made 
"to  prevent  dispute  and  dillerences  between  the  par- 
ties." It  was  to  quiet  them  that  this  convention 
was  expressly  entered  into;  and  by  that  treaty  it 
was  agreed  that  all  the  harbors,  bays,  inlets,  and 
rivers  in  the  territory  should  be  free  and  open  to  the 
navigation  and  trade  of  the  citizens  and  subjects  of 
both  nations;  in  etiect  that  there  should  thenceforth 
beajoini  occupation  by  both  parlies  without  tlie 
'acquisition  by  either  of  those  rights  which  accrue 
from  settlement.  Under  this  mutual  convention  the 
disputes  of  the  parties  were  quieted,  and  so  remain- 
ed till  1827,  when  the  convention  expired  by  its  own 
limitation.  Negotiations  were  again  had,  and  it  was 
attempted  to  settle  all  difliculties  by  a  division  of  the 
territory;  but,  that  attempt  failing,  it  was  finally 
agreed  that  the  joint  occupation  of  the  whole  by  both 
parties  should  eontiniie  indefinitely  until  the  treaty 
should  be  abrogated  after  a  previous  notice  by  o  .e 
parly  to  the  other  of  twelve  months.  It  is  under  this 
latter  convention  that  we  have  held  the  territory 
down  to  this  day. 

Recently,  another  negotiation  has  been  entered 
into  to  settle  forever  all  lerrilorial  disputes  between 
the  two  governments,  by  agreeing  upon  a  boundary 
between  their  possessions  and  ours.  But  this  also 
failed;  and  the  president,  in  announcing  to  us  that 
result  in  his  annual  message,  recommends  that  con- 
gress shall  make  provision  fur  this  giving  notice  to 
Great  Britain  that  the  convention  shall  terininate  at 
the  expiration  of  twelve  months.  The  immediate 
question  now  before  tdc  senate  is,  whether  we  shall 
make  the  provision? 

1  regret  thai  the  question  has  been  agitated  now. 
In  my  judgment  the  true  policy  of  the  United  States 
was  to  remain  calm  and  quiet,  and  sutler  matters 
still  to  remain  under  tlie  convention  as  renewed  in 
1827.  This,  1  think,  would  have  been  an  efficient 
policy;  because,  whatever  may  have  been  the  state 
of  things  in  the  territory  in  tune  past,  it  is  certainly 
true  that  recently  the  emigration  to  Oregon  is  luaiii' 
ly  from  the  United  States.  Under  the  silent  opera- 
tion of  this  continued  emigration,  we  should  have 
had,  whenever  the  ipiesliun  of  litle  came  to  be  set- 
tled by  arms,  if  that  were  unavoidable,  a  power  on 
the  spolquitecapable  ol  mainli.iniiig  their  own  rights. 
Our  settlers  would  have  spread  themselves  over  the 
territory;  and,  although  1  grant  that  this  would  not 
have  increased  or  strengthened,  or  in  any  manner 
atfeclod  our  legal  right  to  the  country,  yet  it  would, 
m  tact,  iiuvtt  ailuiUed  a  strung  pcaciical  support  to 
Iight'j  aa  wt;   had,  aud    which   icuted   on  a  juat  and 


solid  foundation.  We  should  have  had  n  stronepov- 
er  on  the  spot;  and  who,  being  well  able  to  maintain 
their  own  rights  and  claims,  by  force  if  necessary,  it 
would  scarce  have  been  worth  while  for  any  foreign 
power  to  assail  them  in  prosecuting  any  doubtful  or 
unfounded  claims. 

But,  as  things  now  stand,  we  have  no  power  to 
choose.  The  question  has  been  brought  into  the 
arena  of  our  party  strifes,  and  the  attempt  has  been 
made  to  identify  it  with  them.  Who  is  it  that  has 
thus  prematurely  agitated  this  question?  By  what 
means  has  it  been  eifeoted?  1  do  not  ask  these  ques- 
tions in  any  spirit  or  any  design  of  reproaching  any 
body;  I  speak  only  of  the  fact;  and  1  again  ask,  by 
whom  has  this  question  been  thus  prematurely  intro- 
duced? How  is  it  that,  instead  of  being  reserved  as 
a  matter  for  diplomatic  arrangement,  this  ball  of 
discord  has  been  tossed  into  these  halls  and  made  a 
subject  of  agitating  discussion  in  an  arena  from 
which  it  ought  to  have  been  sedulously  excluded? — 
The  first  open  and  prominent  attempt  to  this  was 
made  at  the  Baltimore  Convention — a  political  as- 
semblage of  geiitleraen  of  the  highest  respectability, 
but  for  purposes  entirely  diflerent.  Certain  indivi- 
duals of  that  as-embly  drew  up  resolutions,  in  which 
this  of  uur  alleged  rigtit  to  the  ;vhole  of  Oregon  up 
to  54^  40^  was  identified  as  a  tenet  of  the  parly 
creed,  to  be  maintained  by  all  the  appliances  of  par- 
ty discipline.  We  have  even  been  told  here,  on  the 
floor  of  this  chamber,  in  this  senate  of  the  United 
Slates,  that  the  senators  belonging  to  the  democratic 
party,  and  the  whole  party  as  a  body,  and  the  exe- 
cutive himself  as  chosen  by  them,  are  bound  by  this 
resolution;  and  that  they  would  be  treacherous,  and 
the  president  most  of  all,  to  the  extent  they  dared 
to  depart  from  it.  It  is  by  these  means  that  this 
Oreg(^  question  has  become  matter  of  ardent  parly 
discussion  and  party  action  in  both  houses  of  con- 
gress and  throughout  the  country.  I  think  it  would 
have  been  better  had  we  remained  quiet  under  the 
existing  convention  for  some  years  to  come.  The 
controversy  could  then  have  been  reopened  with 
better  means  and  better  prospects  on  our  part. — 
But  that  is  now  no  longer  possible.  A  feeling  has 
been  gotten  up,  here  and  elsewhere,  that  will  spread 
westward  till  it  has  passed  the  Rocky  Mountains  and 
taken  possession  of  our  settlers  there.  They  are 
interspersed  promiscuously  with  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  territory,  and  both  will  soon 
become  animated  by  the  feelings  which  prevail  in 
their  respective  countries.  Neighbors  who  have 
heretofore  lived  in  harmony  and  mutual  good  will, 
will  begin  to  draw  off  and  take  distance  from  each 
other — look  coldly  on  each  oilier,  and  at  length 
come  to  regard  each  other  with  a  hostile  spirit, 
until  at  length  difficulties  spring  up,  and  they  will 
be  prepared  on  both  sides,  to  settle  their  quarrels 
by  a  resort  to  force:  blood  will  soon  be  shed;  and 
then  a  war  will  be  forced  upon  us,  whether  we  will 
or  not. 

This  question  must,  therefore,  be  disposed  of  in 
some  way.  Shall  we  dispose  of  it  by  adopting  the 
measures  recoininended  to  us  by  the  president'  I 
am  one  of  those  who  think  undei  the  circumstances, 
that  peace  will  be  less  endangered  by  giving  the  no 
lice  he  asks  than  by  leaving  the  matter  as  it  is. — 
The  reasons  for  this  are,  I  think,  sufficiently  obvi- 
ous. The  objection  to  giving  the  notice  proposed 
is,  that  It  will  not  facilitate  negotiation;  that  it  is  a 
measure  unfriendly  in  its  aspect;  that  it  will  be  so 
regarded  by  England,  and  will  operate  to  diminish 
the  chances  of  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  difficul- 
ty. In  itself,  the  notice  is  not  an  unfriendly  mea- 
sure; it  is  a  conventional  provision.  We  bargained 
with  Great  Britain  for  the  right  to  give  such  a  no 
tice  whenever  we  pleased,  and  we  concede  to  her  a 
similar  right  on  her  part.  But,  though  not  a  hostile 
measure  in  itself,  it  may,  by  the  terms  in  which  it  is 
conveyed,  be  made  to  have  the  appearance  and  th 
tone  of  defiance;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  terms  i 
which  It  is  given  may  clearly  show  that  it  is  desired 
only  as  a  means  of  amicable  settlement,  lis  hostile 
character,  if  it  has  any,  must  arise  from  the  cir 
eumslances  thrown  around  it,  or  from  the  tone  and 
manner  in  which  it  is  conveyed.  It  is  extraneous 
circumstances  alone  »  hich  can  possibly  expose  it  to 
ihe  interpretation  of  being  an  unfriendly  measure. — 
If,  then,  the  measure  be  not  hostile  in  itself,  and  if 
the  terms  in  which  it  is  given,  instead  of  menace  u 
defiance,  breathe  only  Ihe  spirit  of  peace,  how  can  it 
be  considered  as  ollensive,  and  why  should  we  sup- 
pose beforehand  that  it  will  bo  so  understood?  It  is 
said  that  it  will  not  facilitate  a  settlement.  How- 
ever that  may  be,  it  certainly  will  not  increase  the 
danger  of  war.  It  is  certainly  iruu  that,  after  all, 
when  we  shall  have  given  the  notice  in  the  must 
amicable  spii  It  and  the  most  amicable  teruis,  we 
may  nevertheless  lull  in  the  negotiation,  and  war 
may  be  the  result.  But,  if  war  does  come,  it  will 
not  bo  in  consequence  of  the  notice  now  proposed; 


it  will  be  the  effect  of  the  controversy  itself;  it 
will  be  the  result  of  ill  temper  on  both  sides,  and 
a  want  of  wisdom  in  managing  an  affair  of  some 
delicacy. 

We  have  negotiated  from  1807  until  now,  nearly 
forty  years,  and  yet  without  any  practical  result. — 
It  has  been  but  a  course  of  ineffectual  diplomacy. — 
And  why?  Because  during  that  whole  time  the  Bri- 
tish possession  has  been  shellered  under  the  conven- 
tion which  we  now  propose  to  annul.  Oiir  diplo- 
macy has  been  nearly  theoretical,  and  wholly  with- 
out consequences;  because  each  party  could  retire 
from  Ihe  contest  if  it  did  not  like  the  terms  offered- 
If  this  has  been  the  result  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
it  is  not  likely  to  continue  to  be  so  if  the  negotiation 
is  conducted  under  the  like  circumstances?  The 
British  are  now  in  the  joint  occupation  of  the  territo- 
ry with  us.  She  will  derive  from  Ihe  division  of  the 
territory  less  advantage  than  she  now  enjoys.  Will 
she  not  rather  have  the  present  state  of  things  con- 
tinue? Certainly  she  will:  it  is  natural  she  should, 
and,  so  long  as  the  convention  continues,  all  negoti- 
ation between  us  will  be  without  consequence,  as  it 
IS  without  responsibility.  Either  partv  can  retire 
from  the  argument,  and  wait  for  a  better  prospect 
of  success.  But  when  the  convention  shall  have 
been  abrogated,  the  subject  then  becomes  practical, 
'dud  negotiation,  instead  being  mere  theory,  hypo- 
thesis, and  diplomalic  logic,  becomes  a  respectalile, 
effectual  thing;  and,  insiead  of  either  party  hav- 
ing a  shelter  to  fly  to  whenever  the  course  of  ne- 
gotiation has  an  urifavorable  aspect  upon  its  inte- 
rests, both  of  them  must  look  each  other  solemn- 
ly in  the  face,  under  the  conviction  that  unless 
they  can  agree  the  result  may  and  probably  must  be 
war. 

Here,  then,  they  will  feel  themselves  to  be  acting 
under  an  awful  responsibility.  Is  it  hoping  toomucli 
to  anticipate  that,  when  the  shelter  is  taken  off  from 
both,  and  a  practical  appeal  is  made  to  them  in  be- 
half of  peace,  by  the  sacrifices  which  must  attend 
a  vi'ar — is  it,  1  say,  too  much  to  hope  that,  thus 
pressed,  they  may  come  to  some  amicable  settle- 
ment? At  all  events.  I  ask,  does  the  continuance  of 
both  parties  under  the  covert  of  this  convention  pro- 
mise an  easier  future  to  eilher?  No;  no,  sir,  no. — 
Every  day,  every  hour,  every  subject  mooted,  every 
argument  employed,  increases  the  interest  which 
both  nations  feel  respecting  the  rights  m  dispute, 
and  thereby  proportionably  increases  the  difficulties 
of  a  settlement.  What,  then,  shall  we  gain  by  re- 
fusing the  notice?  Shall  we  gain  any  increase  of 
possession,  or  the  rights  of  possession?  Not  at  all. 
We  shall  gain  nothing  but  an  increased  probability 
of  war.  I  can  view  the  matter  in  no  other  point 
of  view.  It  only  postpones  the  difficulty,  and  there- 
by increases  it  the  more.  That  which  we  put  off 
to-day  from  the  apprehensions  of  danger  at  a 
distance,  we  must  approach  tomorrow  under  dan- 
ger increased  by  delay.  Why,  then,  not  meet  it  at 
once? 

There  is  another  advantage  which  will  arise  from 
giving  notice.  It  is  said  Ihat  the  great  mass  of  emi- 
grants to  Oregon  go  there  from  the  United  States. — 
What  is  the  effect  of  this,  so  long  as  the  convention 
continues?  It  is  nothing  more  than  joint  occupation; 
it  can  be  nothing  more  if  ten  thousand  emigrants 
should  go  there  in  one  year:  it  gives  us  no  exclusive 
right  to  the  country  any  more  than  the  settlement  of 
one  joint  tenant  on  a  portion  of  an  estate  gives  bim 
an  exclusive  right  to  the  whole.  It  is  but  joint  oc- 
cnpation  after  all;  but  let  the  convention  be  abolish- 
ed, and  then  every  act  of  selllement  enures  to  the 
benefit  of  your  title.  Not  so  under  the  convention. 
So  long  as  that  treaty  continues  every  individual 
settler  holds  the  country  as  much  lor  England  as  for 
the  United  Slates.  He  is  one-half  an  Englishman 
and  the  other  half  an  American.  His  possession 
excludes  neither  England  nor  America;  it  excludes 
only  aliens — that  is,  parties  who  are  alien  to  the 
convention,  and  were  not  included  in  it  or  contem- 
plated by  it.  1  think,  therefore,  that  the  prospect 
of  negotiation  is  increased  and  not  impeded  by  the 
notice.  Only  let  us  give  the  notice  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  not  to  create  difficulty:  let  us  give  it  in  terms 
of  amity  and  without  circumstances  of  offence, 
as  we  really  intended,  and  it  will  increase  the  pro- 
babilities of  neguliation  and  lessen  the  dangers  of 
war.  If,  however,  it  fails  in  this  object,  war  will 
then  be  imminent.  What  then?  1  have  ever  believed 
that  the  safest  way  to  secure  peace  is  boldly  to  con- 
front danger.  It  is  often  necessary  thai  we  should 
turn  our  laces  to  the  fire.  So  long  as  we  delay  and 
hesitaio,  the  difficulty  is  increasing  on  our  hands. — 
I  am  saiisfied  that  the  danger  arising  even  from  in- 
etfectual  negotiation,  will  be  less  llian  Ihe  danger 
produced  by  leaving  the  whole  mutter  to  accident 
and  llie  chances  ot  collision  between  British  and 
Americans  in  Oregon.  Do  genllemen  suppose  that 
Ihut   those    men -.Vinoricans   by  birth —children  of 
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the  American  soil,  and  trained  under  American  in 
stilution — scan  here  the  fervent  voices  uttered  in  this 
hall  without  having  their  feelings  of  nationality  ex- 
cited; without  having  any  national  jealousies  ex- 
cited in  their  breast;  with  no  spirit  of  competition 
and  rivalry?  No,  sir,  it  cannot  he.  Those  feelings, 
instead  of  heing  diminished,  will  be  increased  by 
distance.  They  will  be  but  the  stronger  as  that  dis- 
tance increases.  Our  brethren  in  Oregon  will  feel 
those  strong  yearnings  which  induce  an  exile  to 
look  back  with  kindling  atfection  on  the  home  he 
leaves  behind  hiin,  and  to  "drag  at  each  remove  a 
lengtliening  cl^ain."  The  feelings  which  cxisi 
among  his  people  and  at  the  seat  of  his  govern-nent 
will  find  an  echo  in  his  heart,  and  will  there  mingle 
with  all  the  strength  of  the  filial  and  the  loyal  pas- 
sion. It  is  not  safe  to  leave  great  questions  of  na- 
tional peace  to  all  the  fervor  of  popular  excitement. 
Collisions  will  be  almost  inevitable.  Exaggerated 
and  one-sided  statements  will  be  carried  home  to 
both  governments.  National  resentment  will  be  kind- 
led by  tales  of  blood;  massacres  will  multiply  in  the 
territory  and  will  be  multiplied  seven-fold  by  the 
public  prints;  and  thus,  before  you  can  stop  it,  or 
make  preparation  to  meet  it,  a  war  will  be  made  to 
your  hands. 

This  state  of  things  will  be  guarded  against  by 
giving  the  notice  now.  When  the  people  in  the  ter- 
ritory know  that  their  joint  occupation  is  soon  to  end, 
and  that  the  subject  is  under  discussion  by  their  re- 
spective governments,  they  will  he  content  to  wait 
quietly,  till  they  see  the  end  arrived  at.  Thus  the 
two  governments  will  retain  the  question  in  their 
own  hands;  but,  rely  upon  it,  if  you  cast  it  off,  the 
people  will  take  it  up.  Yuu  may  avoid  danger  here 
for  a  moment,  but  you  do  but  create  danger  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  permit  a  state  of  things  to  arise  under 
which  the  convention  which  you  refuse  to  annul 
must  soon  annul  ilself.  That  treaty,  when  made, 
may  have  been,  and  1  think  it  was,  wise.  I  cannot 
agree  with  some  t,enilemen  who  have  expressed  an 
opposite  opinion.  The  convention,  in  my  judgment, 
was  a  wise  one  when  made;  it  was  demanded  by  the 
civcuiastances  and  by  the  interests  of  ooth  countries. 
But,  liowcvtr  judicious  it  may  then  have  been,  it 
caiiiwt  be  permitted  to  remain;  it  is  inapplicable  to 
tne  present  stale  of  things.  Only  look  at  the  result: 
English  laws  prevailing  over  English  settlers  and 
American  laws  governing  American  settlers;  and 
the  two  classes  of  settlers  intermingled  in  daily  in- 
tercourse and  the  nearest  connexion — what  sort  of  a 
t,overnment  will  that  be.'  Instead  of  a  government 
preserving  peace,  protecting  rights  of  per.ion  and 
property  and  administering  justice,  it  will  be,  rather, 
a  legal  invitation  to  fi^ht — a  governmental  stimulus 
to  both  parties  to  collision  and  mutual  slaughter. — 
Its  very  feebleness  will  be  a  provocative  to  violence 
— a  constant  temptation  and  source  of  irritation  na- 
turally leading  to  outrage.  Supposing  a  dispute 
arises  or  a  wrong  is  done,  it  cannot  be  settled  before 
an  English  judge,  because  the  American  settler  will 
never  submit  to  English  jurisdiction.  It  cannot  be 
beltled  belore  an  American  judge,  because  the  Eng- 
lish settler  will  make  the  like  refusal.  What  peace, 
then,  can  there  be  lu  a  conflict  of  laws  and  a  conflict 
of  jurisdn-tions.'  It  can  lead  only  to  anarchy;  it 
can  prove  only  a  source  of  "contusion  worse  con- 
founded." The  time  has  come  when  the  territory  is 
fast  becoming  peopled — when  there  exists  there,  in- 
stead of  a  lew  scattered  hunters,  a  social  community; 
and  law  is  necessary  to  its  safety  and  well  being. — 
The  territory  has  passed  from  that  condition  when 
Ibe  convention  was  sufficient  for  its  necessities  and 
adapted  to  its  circumstances.  The  time  has  arrived 
when  each  portion  of  the  community  must  take  that 
which  is  Its  own,  and  must  be  subject  to  one  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction.  For  these  reasons  I  am  in  favor  of 
a  notice.  1  regret,  as  I  said  at  first,  the  necessity  for 
giving  it  at  this  time,  but  it  is  now  irretrievable. — 
Given  it  must  be,  in  some  form;  and  if  we  give  it  in 
the  form  now  proposed,  1  leel  a  strong  hope,  a  con- 
fident hope,  that  tne  whole  difficulty  can  be  settled 
and  will  be  settled. 

When  we  shall  have  given  the  notice  proposed, 
we  shall  have  placed  in  the  hand  of  the  president  a 
most  efficient  power.  It  is  his  business  to  conduct 
diplomatic  negotiations;  to  take  care  of  our  territo- 
rial rights  and  interests,  and  watch  lor  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace.  Clothed  with  this  authority  and 
these  respuijbihiliiies,  he  has  recommended  that  we 
authorize  hiai  to  give  this  notice.  He  asks  for  it  at 
our  hands  as  a  measure  calculated  to  render  negotia- 
tions more  etfectual.  He  has  told  us  that  his  course 
will  be  directed  to  the  preservali.ju  of  the  peaceful 
relations  of  the  country.  Can  it,  then,  be  that  he 
asks  fur  this  measure  merely  that  he  may  bring  on 
more  speedily  and  surely  a  state  of  war?  No,  sure- 
ly; this  cannot  have  been  hn  motive.  1  say  so,  us- 
cause,  in  the  very  same  message  in  which  he  . 
mends  the  uotice,  he  expresses  his  hope  of  an  d.incd- 


ble  settlement.  This  is  strong  evidence;  but  we  | 
have  evidence  yet  stronger  in  the  action  of  the  presi- 1 
dent.  1  say  boldly  that  he  did  not  intend  a  war;  for 
is  it  conceivable,  if  he  had,  that  he  could  have  so  far  | 
lorgotten  every  obligation  of  duty,  and  the  most  oh-  [ 
vious  dictates  of  common  sense,  as  not  to  have  re 
commended  to  congress  some  measures  to  provide 
for  the  defence  of  the  country? 

The  whole  course  of  the  administration  seems  to 
imply  that,  whatever  danger  of  war  we  may  see,  or 
think  we  see,  whether  in  the  executive  message  or 
in  the  diplojiiatic  correspondence,  and  whatever  un- 
certainty, appreliension,  and  cxcIi.m-i  ;iit  may  pre- 
vail in  tne  ciiiinlry,  there  never  h'"^  been,  in  the 
view  of  the  president  and  his  contilciitial  advisers, 
any  real  danger  of  a  war.  While  all  Is  apprehen- 
sion, and  uncertainly,  and  inquiry,  and  surprise  out 
of  doors,  the  administration  seem  to  sit  in  the  re- 
cesses of  the  While  House  in  all  the  confident  se- 
renity of  assured  peace.  They  neither  take  them- 
selves nor  advise  us  to  take  a  single  step  which  looks 
toward  a  preparation  for  war.  I  infer,  and  the  in- 
ference seems  to  me  irresistible,  that  the  purpose 
and  the  expectation  of  the  executive  is  peace.  And 
it  is  in  this  spirit  that  1  will  believe  that  the  president 
has  asked  for  this  notice  to  strengthen  his  hands  in 
negotiating,  by  tiking  olf  the  covert  afforded  to  both 
parties  by  the  existing  convention.  When  that  is 
done,  the  two  nations  will  come  up  to  the  question 
in  the  full  view  of  the  responsibilities  of  peace  and 
war. 

Does  any  gentleman  think  that  great,  and  bold, 
and  fearless  as  both  nations  may  be,  and  are,  that 
such  a  posture  of  things  will  exert  no  solemn,  no 
pacific  influence  upon  tiiem?  It  cannot  but  exert  less 
or  more  of  such  an  influence?  They  must  bo  more 
or  less  than  men  if  it  ilid  not.  Not  that  this  will 
operate,  or  is  intended  to  operate  as  a  pressure,  ap- 
pealing to  the  apprehensions  of  either  party.  Its  ap- 
peal is  to  motives  and  feelings  far  higher  and  nobler 
than  so  base  a  one  as  mere  personal  fear.  It  demands 
no  sacrifice  of  national  honor,  none;  it  only  sum. 
mons  their  attention  to  a  solemn  and  immediate  con- 
sideration of  the  great  questions  of  peace  and  war. 
If  those  who  conduct  a  negotiation  under  such  cir- 
cumstances deserve  the  name  of  statesiuen;  if  they 
have  one  of  the  high  qujiMtii  s  ii'hr'h  ought  to  inspire 
men  so  entrusted,  they  can.i.jt  but  feel  the  influence 
of  their  solemn  position  They  »iil  then  be  dealing 
with  no  ileigiied  issue,  as  t'l  \  were,  so  long  as  the 
cover  of  the  convention  was  .ver  the  hiads  of  both. 
K  is  the  real  and  the  sole.nn  issui-  ot  peace  or  war 
between  two  great  and  po.'.  erful  nations.  Is  it  any 
derogation  to  suppose  that  this  .vill  exert  no  warn- 
ing, no  pacilying  influence  upon  tlieir  minds?  I  can- 
not believe,  when  they  stand,  side  by  side  in  the  im- 
mediate view  of  such  an  issue,  wiih  a  prospect  in 
the  distance  of  all  the  consequences  which  must  fol- 
low— consequences  which  are  to  be  ilie  imme.liate 
work  of  their  own  hand-i — that  it  will  have  no  enno- 
bling, no  elevating  eif'ct  upon  their  thoughts,  no 
purifying  influence  upon  their  feelings  and  their  mo- 
tives? Can  passion,  can  pride,  can  sordid  selfishness, 
live  in  such  an  atmosphere  of  solemn  responsibility. 
I  think  not.  It  would  shame  the  wisdom  of  the  age; 
It  would  disgrace  the  morality  of  both  countries,  to 
believe  that  such  a  question  cannot  be  amicably  ar- 
ranged between  them.  It  cannot  be  that  there  exists 
on  either  side  so  much  unalloyed  wickedness  as  to 
plunge  the  people  of  two  such  nations  into  such  a 
war.  No,  sir;  no.  I  cannot,  1  will  not  believe  it  — 
i  look  upon  the  result  of  tliia  measure  to  be  peace 
between  ua.  So  I  understood  the  notice  to  be  de 
sired.  I  give  it  Id  the  spirit  of  peace  and  of  concilia- 
tion in  which  it  was  aaked.  It  is  the  best  measure 
toward  peace  which  is  now  left  to  us;  and,  though 
there  may  be  danger  in  it,  yet  I  think  that  the  danger 
IS  less  than  would  result  from  the  other  course.  Let 
us,  then,  give  this  notice.  Let  us  not  meet  the  rase 
with  the  lolly  of  rash  and  reckless  men,  but  as  wise 
men  should  meet  a  crisis  of  their  country — with  mo- 
deration, with  firmness,  and  in  such  a  temper  that 
we  may  be  prepared  to  meet  the  issue  before  both 
God  and  man. 

I  proceed  to  ask  if,  after  we  do  this,  war  should 
come,  whose  lault  will  it  be?  Must  not  all  agree, 
who  compare  the  value  of  the  object  to  be  attained 
with  the  cost  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  that  tlii- 
is  obviously  a  question  for  diplomatic  negotiation? 
that  it  can  become  none  other  in  the  hands  of  states- 
men worthy  of  that  name?  If  it  is  not  settled,  after 
we  have  put  in  the  hands  of  the  president  the  whole 
amount  of  means  which  he  asks  at  our  hands,  whose, 
1  again  ask,  whose  will  he  the  responsibility?  Let 
the  president  look  well  to  it.  If  he  shall  fail  to  do 
all  his  duty;  if,  entrusted  as  he  is  with  the  peace  as 
.ell  as  llie  rights  of  such  a  people,  he  shall  omit  to 
do  all  w  aniii  liis  power  to  picse'  t-j  i^i.h,  and  shall, 
oy  acta  ol  cjui  111— ion  or  ■unisi.jn,  pl'jnie  the  coun- 
I  11  y  into  an  unnecessary  war,  oow  fearful  will  tie  nis 


responsibility?  If  war  shall  come,  let  him  see  to  it 
that  he  is  prepared  to  show  that  he  has  otfered  all 
fair  .ind  reasonable  tei'ms  of  peace,  or  let  him  be  as- 
sured that  a  departure  from  his  duly  can  have,  and 
will  meet  with,  no  apology.  No  party  promise,  no 
parly  pledge,  no  Baltinnre  resolutions,  will  be  ad- 
mitted by  his  country  and  the  civilized  world  as  an 
excuse  for  a  needless  war.  For  such  a  war  there 
will  be  no  excuse;  none  lie  must  appeal  to  a  high- 
er tribunal  than  an  assembly  of  party  politicians. — 
The  people  of  the  United  States  will  be  his  judges; 
the  people  of  the  whole  civilized  world  will  sit  upon 
liH  conduct:  it  is  before  them  he  will  have  to  stand. 
The  page  of  history  will  tell  the  tale,  and  eternize 
his  name  for  the  applause  or  the  condemnation  of 
posterity.  Can  he  stand,  then,  upon  the  Baltimore 
convention?  Let  him  ask  his  heart,  in  secret,  that 
question. 

The  president  has  the  whole  history  of  this  case 
before  him;  he  knows  all  that  has  been  done.  The 
patriots,  the  sages,  the  pure  and  practical  statesmen 
who  marked  our  way  through  the  wilderness  of  our 
colonial  bondage  and  our  first  struggle  for  indepen- 
dence, and  led  us  out  into  this  broad  and  rich  inlierit- 
ance  of  liberty,  all  agrcd  upon  the  same  lino  as  a 
boundary  between  us  and  England.  Mr.  Jefl';r-on  de- 
sired the  parallel  which  was  our  northern  li.mt  cast 
of  the  Ryky  raoiiniains.  to  be  extended  westward 
to  the  sea.  Mr.  Jct'urson  went  for  4!)°.  In  1818 
your  government,  in  its  negotiation  with  Ivi  ;land, 
off'ered  her  49°.  In  1833  you  again  offered  49°  In 
1827  you  repealed  your  offer  of  49'^;  an.l  again  m 
1844  you  proposed  to  her  49°-  The  Briiisn  govern- 
ment as  often  offered  you  the  Columbia  river.  The 
president  has  this  in  all  its  details  before  hirn.— 
Whether  he  shall  insist  on  extreme  pretensions,  or 
shall,  with  firmness  but  moderation,  conduct  ncgo- 
liation  with  a  view  to  the  amicable  settlenieiit  of  our 
difficulties,  he  is  amenable  to  the  juJg-nent  of  his 
country.  He  has  the  whole  field  before  him.  There 
is  a  way  that  leads  to  peace;  there  is  a  way  thai  lead* 
to  war — both  open  before  him;  let  hiin  choose  at  his 
peril. 

Will  he  not  naliirally  com-iare  the  value  of  the 
thing  to  be  obtained  with  the  cost  of  Us  attainment. 
What  IS  the  value  of  the  territory,  and  what  must  ba 
the  consequences  of  a  war?  Is  it  not  right  that  eve- 
ry statesman  should  consider  and  co.npare  falua 
with  cost.'  "It  IS  great" — or,  at  least,  it  is  said  to  oa 
SI  oy  some  actors  on  the  stage — "greatly  tn  find  a 
(luarrel  in  a  slr.iw."  Bit  I  hohl  it  to  be  the  dnly  of 
;i  slat'sman,  of  the  trustee  ot'  a  nation's  inlerest* 
and  happiness,  of  a  great  fuiictionarv  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  republic,  to  look  to  the  cunseqiences  of 
Ilia  public  acts.  Set  down  the  value  of  this  territory 
at  wliat  you  will,  it  is,  after  all,  a  dispute  is  to  mat- 
ters of  fact;  no  question  of  honor  is  in-olv.j.l  in  ttio 
euntroversy.  It  is  as  purely  a  question  of  property 
as  a  dispute  between  i  vo  neighbors  about  the  Ima 
hi-tv.eeii  their  far.iis.  Is  the  ho.ior  <f  either  party 
concerned  in  the  ex.iniinatioii  oi'  oi  1  parchments, 
and  the  position  of  landmarks  and  -le  trees?  Are 
they  reereanl  to  all  sense  of  h  inor  if  tucy  do  .^ot 
rush  into  the  court  house  and  litigate  the  nju'-ier  to 
the  end?  Is  there  any  honor  \a  spending  al'  I'l:  have 
upon  a  lawsuil?  Who  thinks  s-?  Who  .  ill  rr,,r  .ich 
and  contemn  them  if  they  come  to  a  pacific  adjust- 
ment of  their  dispute?     I  say  that  this  que-iioii   of 

0  egon  is  as  purely  a  question  of  property  as  theirs; 
as  Clearly  and  solely  a  question  of  property  a  ever 
was  mooted  between  nations.  Let  the  president, 
then,  before  he  goes  to  war  for  Oregon,  look  well  to, 
discover  whstber  the  value  of  the  estate  is  worth 
the  purchase  money. 

If  there  were  any  great  question  of  principle  in- 
volved, (as  the  honorable  senator  from  Texas  (Mr. 
Houston)  very  justly  remarked,)  if  this  was  a  clear 
question  of  the  national  honor,  then,  and  in  that 
case,  the  cost,  even  to  the  sacrifice  of  life  itself, 
ought  not  to  be  counted.  In  such  questions  it  is  not 
to  be  looked  at— not  to  be  thought  of.  To  this  I 
most  fully  and  heartily  agree.  But  when  there  is  no 
principle  of  honor  in  the  matter,  where  it  is  a  mere 
dispute  about  properly,  ought  we  not — I  put  it  to 
every  man  in  his  sober  senses — ought  we  not  to  count 
the  cost? 

I  do  not  overvalue  the  consequences  of  war,  nor  do 

1  I  desire  any  one  else  to  overvalue  them.  Much  less 
I  should  I  think  of  presenting  here  affecting  pictures 
,  of  Its  horrors  and  desolations.  I  lay  no  stress  upon 
I  these.  Let  thein  all  be  laid  out  of  the  question.— 
:  Still,  It  must  be   allowed  that  war  is  a  positive  evil, 

even  when  stripped  of  all  its  horrors.  Vou  may, 
I  deck  it  out  in  all  the  gorgeous  colors,  the  glittering 
I  dress  and  waving  plumes,  the  bright  array  and  in- 
spiring music  of  a  parade-day;  you  may  hide  iti 
blood,  and  its  hospitals,  and  graves,  beneath  waving 
1  banners,  and  drown  its  cries  and  its  groans  in  the 
I  loud  blast  of  the  tru.npel,  the  echo  of  command,  aod 
I  ail  ll)c  pride,   poinp,   ami   circumilance  which   can 
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give  glory  to  a  victory;  and  yet,  arierall,  what  does  I 
it  do?  Does  it  not  break  up  the  relations  of  nations, 
involve  them  in  immense  and  ruinous  expenditures,! 
load  them  with  heavy  burdens  of  taxation,  check  all 
industry  and  commerce,  and  put  a  dead  stop  to  all 
social  and  physical  improve;nent?  And  shall  a  con- 
sideration of  all  this  form  no  p:\rt  or  portion  of  the 
motives  of  national  action?  Must  those  who  have 
the  option  of  war  or  peace  before  them  wink  hard, 
shut  their  eye«,  and  become  stoiie-bhnd  to  every  con- 
sideration which  they  can  urge?  If,  indeed,  war 
built  school  houses,  and  mecluig  houses,  and  dug 
canals,  and  slrelched  out  rail-roads,  if  it  fostered 
every  instilution  for  purposes  of  education  or  chari- 
ty, and  cherished  all  the  interests  of  trade,  of  com- 
merce, and  of  art,  then  war  would  be  a  thing  to  be 
sought  after.  But  ai  its  effect  and  operation  is  di- 
rectly the  reverse  of  this,  is  it  not  just  and  wise,  and 
right  to  avoid  it,  when  it  can  be  avoided  without  a 
sacrifice  of  honor? 

Here  is  a  territory  four  thousand  miles  off,  lying 
upon  another  ocean,  all  whose  commercial  connex- 
ions are  on  I  he  other  side  of  the  world;  for  the  most 
part  a  barren  and  unbroken  wilderness,  without  even 
a  log-cabin  to  break  its  prcmev^il  gloom.  1  do  not 
speak  to  depreciate  its  value;  I  speak  but  naked 
truth;  the  fact  is  so.  Of  what  great  consequence  is 
the  immediate  possession  of  such  a  region  to  the  peo 
pie  of  the  United  Staie5>  And  what  are  ihe  conse 
quences  of  going  to  war  for  il?  Let  both  questions 
be  looked  at.  Let  us  not  foolishly  and  wilfully  shut 
our  eyes  to  them.  1  do  not  say  we  are  to  look  at 
them  with  dread  and  honor— far  from  it.  But,  if 
danger  approaches,  let  us  not  act  like  children,  who 
hide  their  faces  to  get  clearof  seeing  what  they  fear. 
Lei  us  look  the  danger  in  the  face  like  men.  He  only 
is  prepared  for  danger  who  can  look  at  it  steadily, 
with  that  composure  and  intrepidity  which  becomes 
a  man.  1  say  look  to  the  constquences,  and  make 
an  estimate  for  yourselves  whether  the  prize  is  worth 
the  price  of  its  attainment. 

Is  this  to  be  a  small  war?  Is  it  to  be  a  war  con- 
fined to  the  territory  of  Oregon?     Let  us  see. 

We  are  said  to  be  rather  a  boastful  people,  but, 
abating  whatever  you  will  on  that  score,  it  is  not  to 
be  denied  that  this  is  a  great  and  a  poweiful  nation; 
of  vast  moral  and  physical  energy;  and  capable  of 
applying  the  whole  ol  that  energy  to  any  contest  in 
which  It  may  engage.  Knglaud  is  also  a  great  pow 
er.  Will  a  war  between  two  such  nations  be  a  small 
war?  As  it  has  been  proudly  said  of  her  that  the 
sun  never  sets  upon  her  dominions,  so  il  may  be  said 
that  the  sun  will  never  set  upon  this  war.  Far  as 
suns  rise  or  waters  flow,  so  tar  the  war  and  its  ert'ects 
will  go.  There  is  no  ocean,  or  sea,  or  shore,  where 
its  echoes  will  not  be  heard.  What  debt  will  it  leave 
behind  il?  VVill  ii  be  the  war  of  a  day,  or  of  a  year.' 
Will  it  be  a  war  of  shurt  duiatiou?  'I'he  honorable 
senator  from  South  Carolina  is  more  competent  by 
far  than  I  am  to  hazard  a  calculation  on  either  point. 
How  long  will  It  last?  Our  first  war  lasted  seven 
years.  If  the  duration  of  the  war  is  to  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  ability  of  the  parlies,  how  long,  I  ask 
again,  will  it  lasi?  And_what  will  be  our  condition 
at  the  end  of  it?  Oiight'we  to  refuse  to  look  at  thi>? 
Do  we  not,  in  all  cur  acts  of  lenislalion,  look  at  the 
consequences  of  the  laws  we  maUi?  And  shall  we, 
on  one  cf  the  greatest  subjects  which  can  come  be- 
fore us,  madly  refuse  to  cast  a  glance  at  the  fulaie? 
What  will  be  the  war  debi!  'I'he  senator  from  South 
Carolina  estimated  il  at  five  hundred  millions,  and  1 
do  liol  think  his  estimate  was  very  lat  liom  the  truth. 
Is  this  a  trifiing  burden  to  lay  upou  ihe  backs  of  a 
patriotic  people?  Is  this  a  light  load  for  weary  gen- 
erations to  groan  under?  Kemeiuher  thai  the  poor 
est  and  the  meanest  man  in  the  land  u  ill  not  be  with- 
out his  share  ol  this  burden,  and  must  contribute  his 
mile  and  his  labor  to  its  repay  nicnl.  Is  this  a  consi- 
deration to  be  kept  out  of  sighl?  Will  ihe  president 
shut  il  from  his  view?  or  will  be  nol,  like  one  who 
loves  his  countrymen,  pause  long  belure  he  incurs 
the  fearful  respoiisibiliiy  ol  tasting  such  a  Ijurden 
upon  Iheru  and  their  childrenr 

On  the  otiier  liand,  while  we  look  at  the  conse- 
f|uences  of  war,  let  us  lor  a  moment  ponder  on  Ihe 
wonders  of  our  national  progress  am)  prosperity. — 
Has  there  ever  been  a  uauon  siiiue  Ihe  luundatioii  ol 
the  world  which  exlnbiled  such  a  s|.cetacle  ul  human 
progress  within  the  same  length  ul  iiuit?  Has  the 
world  ever  been  a  parallel  to  ii?  It  seems  as  il  Ihe 
powers  of  the  human  intellect  had  Jii^l  broken  loose 
from  the  slumber  of  ages;  us  il  lU  hands  had  ac- 
quired the  power  of  gianls' hands  to  perform  vvlial 
was  heretofore  deemed  to  belong  to  fable.  Look  ul 
the  public  works  of  this  young  lepublic,  and  say 
wheic  has  so  much  work  e>er  been  done  in  the  same 
(pace  of  time  upon  the  lace  ul  the  eailh? 

U  is  a  little  more  than  Iwo  centuries  siuce  a  feeble 
band,  very  few  and  very  feeble,  landed  on  ihe  bieak 
ihoret  of  aD  unknown  land.     And  what  do  wo  now 


heboid?  They  have  spread  their  empire  across  this 
broad  continent  from  sea  to  sea;  they  have  overcome 
the  wilderness  and  filled  it  with  riiie-^;  from  a  few 
hundreds  of  people  they  have  already  multiplied  to 
twenty  millions,  and  the  child  is  born  who  will  see 
that  number  swelled  to  one  hundred  millions.  And 
all  this  done  by  the  mere  course  of  Nature.  No  art 
has  been  called  in  to  urge  our  onward  progress;  the 
country  has  grown  up  with  people,  and  as  rapidly  as 
the  one  multiplies  and  spreads,  the  other  holds  out 
her  supplies,  and  opens  her  rich  resources.  This  is 
your  inheritance.  How  proud  ought  it  to  make  us 
feel!  Why  so  impatient  to  get  to-day,  what,  by  the 
mere  force  of  circumstances,  by  a  destiny  that  can- 
not be  controlled,  will  be  yours  to-morrow?  Cannot 
we  afford  to  be  a  little  wise,  a  little  patient?  We  are 
going  ahead  upon  a  tide  of  prosperity,  upon  a  sea  of 
glory,  with  unequalled  celerity  and  the  speed  of  the 
wind.  Can  we  not  he  satisfied?  Why  must  we  be 
trying  artificial  means  to  get  on  still  faster?  This  is 
the  only  way  by  which  our  onward  progress  can  be 
successfully  impeded.  We  are  the  greatest  born  of 
this  continent.  The  continent  is  ours  by  a  title  in- 
defeasible, irreversible,  iiresistible.  1  smile  inward- 
ly and  exultingly  at  all  petty  European  endeavors  to 
check  us,  by  establishing  what  they  denominate  a 
"balance  of  power."  Il  provokes  no  feeling  in  my 
breast;  1  know  it  is  natural:  it  rather  provokes  my 
pride.  This  republic  is  not  seventy  years  old;  as  a 
nation  it  has  not  yet  attained  to  the  length  of  an  indi- 
vidual life — it  is  justly  and  correctly  spoken  of  as  an 
'•infant  republic" — and  yet  we  see  it  exciting  the 
wonder  and  Ihe  jealousy  and  the  diplomatic  plots  and 
schemes  of  the  kingdoms  of  Europe.  What  can  they 
eflfecl?  What  can  Mons.  Guizot's  fine  drawn  policy 
of  a  "balance  of  power"  on  this  Western  continent 
accomplish  in  stopping  the  march  of  this  advancing 
people?  We  are  this  day  twenty  millions  of  people; 
we  shall  soon  be  one  hundred  millions:  where  will 
he  find  his  "balance"  for  this? 

I  was  much  amused  the  other  day  by  reading  a 
memorial  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes  addressed  to 
the  king  of  France.  It  accompanies  a  suivey  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  the  memorial  treats  of  the  true 
basis  for  the  future  policy  of  the  French  government 
toward  us.  This  was  written  sixty  years  ugo,  just 
after  tlie  treaty  of  our  independence  in  1783;  and  the 
politic  and  wise  count  there  slates  to  the  king,  bis 
master,  that  there  is  a  very  powerful  and  formidable 
Iribe  of  Indians,  called  the  Cherokees,  who  live  in  the 
gorges  of  the  u'estern  mountains,  and  he  recommends 
the  king  to  cultivate  their  friendship  and  alliance 
as  a  "barrier  against  the  people  of  Ihe  United  Slates" 
— mark  that — [much  laughter] — "lest  the  people  of 
the  United  States,"  says  the  worthy  count,  "more 
ambitious  than  wise,  should  attempt  to  cross  the 
heights  of  Ihe  Alleghany  mountains,  and  look  even  as 
far  as  the  Mississippi  itself."  [Renewed  inerri  uent 
through  the  chamber  and  galleries.)  To  check  this 
overweening  daring  of  an  ambilious  people,  he  re- 
commends an  alliance  between  the  crown  of  France 
and  the  powerful  nation  of  the  Chemkees!  Here  is 
Monsieur  Guizot's  "balance  of  power."  In  that  day 
the  Cherokee  Indians  were  to  be  the  counterweight 
in  the  French  balance  of  power  to  keep  us  back  from 
being  so  daring  as  to  look  even  toward  the  Mississip- 
pi itself.  Poor  C'ouni  de  Vergennes!  The  day  is 
coming  when  our  posterity  will  look,  with  the  same 
feelings  of  wonder,  at  our  present  anxiety  and  greedi- 
ness to  get  the  "whole  of  Oregon,"  just  as  if  il  would 
nol  he  ours  wilhout  any  action  of  our  own.  Nothing 
can  withhold  us  from  our  natural  destiny;  we  cannot 
avoid  it  but  by  the  grossest  folly  and  wickedness. — 
Nolhing  else  can  disappoint  our  hope  or  frustrate  the 
designs  ol  Nature  and  of  Providence  in  our  behalf. 
Let  things  alone.  Take  care  of  your  Union:  that  is 
all  you  have  to  look  to.  The  shadow  ol  jour  free 
institutions  goes  before  you  every  where;  or,  rather, 
let  me  say,  the  bright  ladiance  of  those  institutions 
iilununales  your  palh  in  every  direction.  The  peo- 
ple ol  other  countries,  living  undei  other  systems  ol 
despotic  rule,  are  solicitously  volunteering  to  come 
under  liie  shelter  of  your  laws  and  the  security  ol 
your  protection.  V*'iihout  wrong  or  injury  or  vio- 
lence, without  a  blow  and  without  a  wound,  you 
may  conquer  more  etiectually  Ihaii  e\er  did  the  Ko 
man  Itgiuns.  'I'liis,  this,  and  not  Ihc  sword,  is  your 
aii-cui.queriiig  power.  Jt  is  the  hurning  example  of 
your  liberty.  1  his  it  is  that  carries  tiope  into  tl.i 
breasts  of  the  hopeless,  and  leaches  the  most  depress- 
ed thai  there  is  ha|ipini»s  yet  within  their  reach. — 
Yuu  are  yourselves  Ihe  great  living  practical  illus- 
lialion  of  your  o»n  principles:  you  want  no  more. 
Why,  then,  so  impatient  to  pluck  that  finit  green 
to-day,  which  lo-murrow  will  lall  full  ripe  into  vour 
hand? 

1  say  not  these  things  in  any  spirit  cf  aggrandize- 
ment, or  Willi  any  desire  to  have  my  country  usurp 
its  neighbor's  right.  No,  sir;  no.  It  is  a  part  of  the 
elcmeniB  of  our  conquering  character,  a  part  of  the 


augury  of  our  great  career,  that  we  shall  be  just  to 
all;  that  we  shall  violate  no  right:  that  we  shall  do 
no  injury;  Ihat  we  shall  respect  the  weak,  but  sub- 
mit to  no  injustice.  Take  care  of  yourselves,  pre- 
serve your  sacred  Union,  and  all  the  rest  is  certain 
as  the  course  of  Nature  For  ourselves  not  merely, 
but  for  the  common  race  of  man,  we  hold  the  scep- 
tre of  an  empire  such  as  never  before  was  seen  up- 
on the  earth.  Do  not,  by  precipitancy  and  a  child- 
ish impatience,  mar  the  fortune  which  nature  and 
destiny  hold  out  to  you. 

The  president  of  the  United  Slates  will  doubtless 
look  at  all  this  in  the  spirit  which  becomes  his  high 
station.  No  matter  how  the  American  president 
may  ascend  to  the  chair  of  state,  I  feel  a  confidence 
that  there  is  a  purification  in  the  office  itself  sufiS- 
cient  to  redeem  the  man — to  make  him  politically 
new  born,  and  to  inspire  him  with  principles  and 
aims  worthy  of  the  place  he  fills.  He  is  in  a  posi- 
tion to  take  a  grand  survey  of  all  that  surrounds  him; 
he  has  no  personal,  no  party  relations  to  sustain;  he 
has  been  earned  up  to  a  position  which  gives  him 
other  views  and  other  responsibilities.  Whatever 
vapors  of  party  feeling,  and  narrow  and  selfish  de- 
signs may  float  below,  he  is  raised  to  a  height  where 
he  breathes  a  purer  air.  Shall  he  not  estimate  his 
position?  Shall  he  not  realize  his  vocation?  Shall 
he  not  look  at  his  great  responsibilities?  Shall  he 
not  estimate  in  the  one  scale  the  value  of  peace  and 
in  the  other  the  val.ie  of  this  distant  territory?  Shall 
he  not  deeply  consider  how  far  its  present  attain- 
ment is  essential  to  our  national  interests;  and  how 
far,  if  attained,  it  will  prove  an  indemnity  for  the 
sacrifice  of  the  national  peace?  VVill  he  not  be 
proud  in  contemplating  the  destiny  to  which  this  na- 
tion is  called,  and  towards  which  it  is  advancing 
with  a  giant's  tread?  Can  he  forget  that  he  is  called 
to  preside  over  a  people  which  is  multiplying  at  the 
rale  of  a  million  a  year?  The  mysterious  hand  of 
Providence  has  taken  him  from  private  life  and 
placed  him  at  the  head  of  this  vast  host,  and  com- 
missioned him  to  inarch  before  them.  He  it  is  who 
has  been  called  to  lead  them  on  to  those  great  and 
magnificent  results  which  are  awaiting  them.  And 
when  he  is  called  to  leave  the  painful  seal  of  power, 
will  il  nol  be  to  him  a  sweet  reflection  that  he  at 
least  has  done  nothing  to  impede  his  country's  glori- 
ous march;  but  has,  on  the  contrary,  embraced  every 
occasion  and  exerted  every  faculty  to  hasten  and  ad- 
vance il? 

If,  after  this  notice  shall  be  given  into  his  hands, 
he  shall  use  it,  not  as  the  rod  of  peace,  but  as  a  wea- 
pon of  oSence  and  of  menace  and  of  war,  the  respon- 
sibility will  fall  upon  him;  the  denunciations  of  a  be- 
trayed people,  and  the  just  and  lasting  execrations 
of  mankind,  will  fall  upon  his  head,  and  follow  his 
name  while  history  endures.  On  Ihe  other  hand, 
shall  he  faithfully  perform  his  oflicial  duty  in  this 
great  crisis  of  the  national  afl'airs,  he  will  entitle 
himself  to,  and  will  most  assuredly  receive,  the  hon- 
or and  gralitude  of  a  people  whom  he  has  served. 

1  feel  persuaded  that  he  can  have  no  inducement 
to  seek  a  war,  or  recklessly  to  bring  it  upon  his 
countiy.  Yet  war  may  come  after  he  has  done  all 
that  honor  can  approve  to  prevent  the  evil.  1  trust 
It  will  not  tome.  I  want  no  war  with  England. — 
According  to  my  views  of  my  country's  greatness,  1 
can,  in  imagination,  place  myself  in  advance  of  the 
march  of  time  and  look  down  the  visla  of  a  distant 
futurity.  Standing  where  this  nation  will  llien  stand, 
1  can  look  back  on  all  those  which  are  now  great  na- 
i  tions,  but  will  then  be  comparatively  small  ones. — 
I  What  will  France  or  England  then  be  to  a  country 
like  this,  peopled  by  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  mil- 
lions of  freemen?  England,  1  admit,  is  greai,  hero- 
ic, enlightened.  1  feel  no  jealousy  of  her  gieatness. 
I  admire  her  heroism.  1  rejoice  in  her  light.  The 
greatness  of  other  nations  presents  no  impediment  to 
us.  What  care  we  how  great  or  how  glorious  Eng- 
land or  Fiance  may  be?  Their  greatness,  be  it  what 
it  may,  furnishes  but  a  means  of  helping  on  our  own 
career;  prevent  it  they  never  can.  The  greatness  of 
their  wealth,  their  improvement  in  arts,  iheirspread- 
ing  commerce,  all  minister  to  us.  1  feel  towards 
Ihcni  iicilher  envy,  jealousy,  nor  fear.  I  have  no  ap- 
prehension of  them  all  put  together — none. 

I  think  it  cannot  be  Ihat,  in  a  day  like  this,  a  war 
between  us  and  England  can  be  the  cnly  means  of 
settling  Ihe  question  between  us.  1  have  great  con- 
fidence that  the  president  will  lake  a  view  of  the 
prospects  and  progress  of  the  country  somewhat  like 
thai  which  1  have  endeavoied  to  present;  and  1  can- 
not, therefore,  but  feel  (.-really  surprised  al  the  >iews 
which  have  been  expressed  by  some  senators  in  Ihe 
course  of  this  debate.  Sir,  1  eaniiol  but  admire  the 
lugubrious  views  laken  by  the  honorable  senator 
from  New  York  opposite,  (Mr.  Dickinson,)  of  all 
the  former  treaties  and  negotiations  of  the  United 
Stales.  'I'he  review  appears  to  make  the  honorable 
genllemon  quite  nielaDcbcly;for  he  thinks  that  in  alii 
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or  if  not  all,  in  the  (treat  mass  of  Ihum  at  least,  the  I  giin  will  agree  to  ratify  it.     He  says,  however,  that  i  was  bound  to  do   this  because  the  matter  connecltd 


he  thinks  we  e.«raped  a  great  danger  bj  rejecting  the  I  itsill  with  the  relations  between  the  two  countries 
British  iiRer  of  arbilratitn.  How  does  he  infer  that?  i  and  then-  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  his  pun- 
I  do  not  see.  Arbitration  is  an  approved  mode  of  ishmenl  would  have  resulted  in  immediate  war.— 
seltling  controversies  between  nations.  But  he  President  Haiiison  ai  rorilingly  liistrucled  me  to  go 
thinks  that  our  previous  arbitrations  have  left  their  ;  to  Lockpori,  there  to  attend  the  trial  of  McLeod;  to 


people  of  the  United  Slates  have  been  overreached 
He  is  penetrated  with  the  conviction  that  our  whole 
couise,  from  the  days  of  the  revolution  to  this  day, 
has  exhibited  towards  the  government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain little  else  than  one  unbroken  series  of  abjectnes.s    __  ,  ,      ,..     , 

and  servility— quite   too  anxious  a  desire  to  win  her    disgraceful  scars  upon   us  to  this  hour.     How  have    see  thai  the  true  state  of  the  case   should  be  known 
favor.     1  ask  the  senator,  and  I  ask  the  senate,  where    lea  any  scars,  and   "disgraceful   scarsr"     You  have    and  iindcrsiood,   and    that  the   defence  should  be  su 
he   6nd3  a  justification  for   such   a  statement.     For  j  always  offered  this  as  a  mode  of  seltlcmenl.     It  has    conducted  as   to  enable  this   government   to  ausw 
one,  1  read  the  hi^tury  of  my  country  very  different  ;  been   peculiarly   your  own   mode  of  arranging  diffi- 
ly.     At  tliB  close  of  the  war  your  boundary  was  Ihe     culties.     You  have  uflered  it  to  others  over  and  over 
St.  Mary's  river.     Where   is   it  now?    Sir,  I  cannot  '  again.     In  the  case  of  the  northeaslern  boundary  you 
tell   where  it    is;   it  is   bejond  my  knowledge;    it  is  1  accepted  as  an  arbiter  one  of  the  crowned  heads  of 
somewhere  in  the  far  west,  and,  to  speak  the  truth  in  I  the   Old    World.     But  there   are   other   arbitrators 
the  matter,  it  is  just  about  where  we  choose  to  place  1  besides    kings    in    the    world;    and    arbitrators   to 
it.     In   the  days  of  the  good  Count  Vergennes,  we  ]  whose  award  the    proudest   and  haughtiest   nations 
were   to  be  kept  by  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians  j  would  show   their  own    true  dignity  by  submitting, 
from  presuming   to  look    towards  the   Mississippi. —  j — I    do    not  refer    to    kings,   nor  to    the  ministers  of 
Where  are  we  looking  now.'    The  senator  fmm  Ar   |  kings,  nor  above  all  to  civilians,  (as  they  have  here 
kansas  (Mr.  Sevier)  complained  to  us  the  other  day  I  been   called;)    keep   me  clear  of    tlienij    but  give 
that  some  half  of  a  county  in  Arkansas,  or  perhaps  i  me  honest,    learned,   good,    wise,   experienced  puh- 

'  ofiice.      I'hese  may  form  a  tribunal 


several  counties,  had  been  given  up  by  a  certai 
treaty  to  the  Indians.  Does  he  recollect  how  we  got 
the  state  of  Arkansas.'  Wliat  was  it  once?  An  In- 
dian country.  And  now  the  whole  of  Aikansas,  and 
vast  regions  stretching  beyond  it,  have  all  been  ob- 
tained I'rom  the  Indians.  And  now  notsatistied  with 
this,  we  are  in  hot  chase  after  Oregon,  a  country 
four  thousand  miles  off,  and  so  little  known  that  the 
senate  is  disputing  at  this  day  what  is  its  climate, 
and  what  is  its  soil.  It  is  so  remote  that  we  do  not 
eves  know  what  sort  of  a  country  il  is,  and  are  at  a 
loss  between  accounts  and  descriptions,  conflicting 
and  contradictory.  Vet  here  are  we,  with  ten  sena- 
tors in  this  chamber  representing  territcry  which 
filty  years  ago  we  did  not  possess. 

And  yet  the  senator  spoke  lo  us  willi  a  mourning 
voice,  and  seemed  lo  be  swallowed  up  in  patriotic 
grief  over  Ihe  declining  fate  of  his  country.  We 
were  always  overreaciied.  IJrilaiu  could  not  con- 
quer us  by  her  aims,  but  alwajs  did  by  her  diploina- 
cj!  Because  a  lew  barren  hills  and  frozen  valleys 
on  our  northeastern  frontier  were  surrendered  in  ex- 
change for  the  command  of  Lake  Cliaiiiplain,  we 
have  been  called  lo  witness  all  this  overflow  of  a 
patriot's  sorrow.  We  have  ^one  on  losing  and  still 
losing;  we  have  been  terribi]  maltiealed.  i  almost 
think  our  case  may  be  compared  with  those  mourn- 
ful losses  of  which  Bonaparte  reminded  Count  Kapp. 
A  certain  individual  had  made  application  to  Bona- 
parte for  office;  the  emperor  was  out  of  humor,  and 
replied  gruffly,  "No,  1  wont;"  and  turning  to  Count 
Rapp,  who  was  standing  by,  he  said  to  liiin,  "Ah, 
Rapp,  when  we  were  lieutenants,  it  wus'ut  so;  this 
can  never  last  long."  "Yes,"  said  Kapp,  "but  you 
have  made  up  fur  it  famously  since."  1  think 
we  may  say  much  the  same, — may  we  not?  Il  is 
wonderlul  to  me  that  the  senalor  Iroin  ^few  Y'ork 
can  lake  =o  melancholy  a  viow  ol  the  past  pro- 
gress ol  his  country.  To  nie  it  presents  little  else 
than  cause  of  rejoicing.     Let  us   not  dnlrust  Provi- 


lic  men  out 

to  which  no  nation  need  to  blush  in  submitting  it: 
claims.  Such  an  arbitration  is  the  proper  emana- 
tion of  this  age;  it  is  the  homage  due  lo  intclligencfc; 
due  lo  wisdom;  due  to  experience,  due  lo  virtue;  and 
everyway  worlliy  of  a  republic.  A  free  people  may 
well  be  jealous  of  the  arbitration  of  kings,  and  min- 
isters, and  civiliuus;  hut  it  is  peculiarly  appropriate 
to  them  to  submit  the  people's  rights  to  the  people's 
men;  to  individuals  known  by  their  virtues,  and 
placed  by  the  station  they  occupy  as  arbitrators 
above  all  other  influence  and  every  other  rule. 

And  now,  sir,  1  have  a  little  more  to  say  on  ano- 
ther subject,  allhongh  1  fear  I  have  detained  the 
senate  loo  long  already,  and  in  not  a  very  interesting 
manner. 

Among  the  subjects  of  grief  presented  by  the  "re- 
searches of  the  senator  from  New  York,  (iMr.  Dick- 
inson,) is  an  alleged  interference  of  General  Harri- 
son with  the  courls  of  justice  in  New  York.  Per- 
haps I  owe  it  to  that  gentleman,  to  myself,  and  lo 
truth,  to  say  a  little  on  that  subject.  1  cannot  help 
thinking  it  somewhat  hard  that"  I,  who  enjoyed  for 
so  briel  a  period  the  luxury  of  office,  should  be  in- 
volved in  those  grave  and  hazardous  responsibilities 
to  which  the  honorable  senator  calls  those  who  were 
agents  in  the  transactions  of  that  day.  The  charge 
is,  that  there  was  an  interference  by  the  agents  of 
this  government  wilh  the  regular  course  of  justice 
in  the  slate  of  New  York.  Now  lei  me  tell  that 
honorable  senator  what  was  precisely  the  character 
and  extent  of  the  alleged  'iulerfereuce'  whicti  seems 
to  have  given  him  so  much  ofleuce.  Senators  all 
knoiv  the  outlines  of  the  history  of  the  case  of  !\ic- 
Lc  )  i.  There  was  an  outbreak  in  Canada,  and  a  ci- 
vil war  which  waged  foi  some  lime  in  thai  province. 
It  produced  very  naturally  a  slate  of  fiery  excite- 
meni  along  the  American  borders.  The  sympathies 
of  our  people  weie  called  out  for  men,  who,  as  they 
supposed,  were  slrugglmg   for  their   freedom,   and 


dence;  let  us  noi  be  ihaokless  under  the  goodness  ol  |  ^.i^^^^  ^.^^^  „^^  supposed  lo  be  somewhat  analogous 
Heaven;  let  us  not  weep  over  the  pasl,  because  \vt  .  ^^  that  of  our  own  colonies  in  the  da^s  of  the  rev.du- 
cau  here  and  there  hnd  a  few  laulls.  Above  all,  lei ;  ^^^„  ^ence  a  too  powertul  desire  was  indulged  lo 
ituotbelhe  voice  ol  a  senalor  which  Ihus  allaches  :  „,;„^f^  „,  the  strifes  of  another  country,  from  wh:  ., 
dishonor  lo  his  country.  vVe  have  been  told  by  I  jt  being  a  friendly  power,  we  ought  to  have  witu 
some  genilemen  that  il  the  President  shall  give  up  a  ]  held  our  hand.  Tins  wo.  thiess  braggart,  McLeod— 
siiiiiio  inch  ol  Oregon  south  of  34a  4ur  i,,^  country  |  g  „,^^  without  prmciple  or  character— carne  int.. 
will  be  luiever  di^giaced.  Di.-giaced!  V\  liy,  sir,  j  it,p  siste  ot  .New  Yoik,  and  there  openly  boa>teu 
donolgenliem.u  leel  that  .hey  do  themselves  wrong,  I  ,^^1  he  had  committed  a  murder  within  the  Ameri- 
Ihal  Ihcj  do  lb.  ir  touoiiy  wrong,  by  applying  such  j  ^an  Imes.  It  was  all  a  lie,  ami  was  known  lo  be  so. 
inlerences    as  these  to   that  which  ha»  actually  been  ,  -j-^.^  ^^^  „^^  i,„j  ,i,g,.g^  „(,,.  ,^^^^  ,1,^  ^^,aX  where  the 


done  over  and  over  again?  Did  not  Mr.  Jefi' 
in  1807,  express  an  earnest  wish  that  4J'^  sbouid  be 
our  bouudaiy  on  Ine  west  of  the  mountains,  as  il  had 
been  on  the  tasl  of  theui?  Did  not  Presidenl  Monroe 
oiler  49°  111  laid-  Did  not  Mr.  Gallatin,  did  nut 
Mr.  Clay,  did  not  Mr-  Adams,  UiU  not  General  Jack 
son,  himsell,  by  acquicsting  in  these  oders,  did  lliey 
nul  all,  in  the  language  ol  Ijuse  gentlemen,  "disgrace 
the  counliy  toicver?"     Ccilainiy;  undeniably. 

And,  stranger  jet,  1  understand  the  geiilleiuau  from 
Illinois,  who  seems  a  Imle  more  beliigerei.i  on  this 
queslion  than  any  c>en  ol  Ihose  who  go  ilie  mosi  reso- 
lutely lor  64°  40',  lo  say  Ihal  he  .'.  aim  no  mure  ..ujui 
promises,  no  mure  negolialious;  lie  is  lui  marcniiig  ai 
once  and  taking  possession  ol  ihe  «  noie  tei  rilui y  ,  re- 
gaiUleasuf  conscqutm.ts.  Anoiner  si-naloi ,  tiie  Uoii- 
oiable  genlleman  irom  Micliigan  (lUr.  Cass)  says  that 
we  ought  lo  have  the  utiole;  )ei  1  was  glad  lo  heai 
him  aud  that  llie  president  acted  judieiuuslj  m  otter- 
ing lo  Lompiouiisc  on  Ihe  paialiei  ol  i'J^.  Ibe  sen 
aior,  lu  oe  sure,  w  uuld  lailier  gel  up  lu  54"  4U';  yet 
he  Is  eonlenl,  il  he  eaunol  gel  that,  lo  pui  up  mih 
49".  ihere,  at  ica^i,  we  are  logcllier.  If  ,ve  can 
gel  Uie^ou  up  to  54°  40',  let  us  get  U  oy  ail  means, 
ami  Uc  giau  lo  do  it;  buL  it  ihe  pic 
-I  Uieii  my  bcsl  lo  gel  the 


as  not  there,  ni 
Caroline  was  destroyed  and  D..i  fee  killed.  Yet  he 
went  about  making  this  boast,  ana  showing  ihe  arms, 
under  which,  as  he  alleged,  an  American  citizen  had 
fallen.  He  was  thereupon  arrested  and  put  upon 
his  trial,  lor  it  was  alleged  by  him  and  others  that 
he  had  been  theie.  A  high  slate  of  excitement  was 
coiisequciilly  produced,  iusumuch  that  a  personal  at- 
tack on  McLeod  was  threatened,  and  neither  the 
jail  nor  the  court  house  was  likely  to  afford  security 
lo  the  prisoner.  The  ji.diciary  was  poweiless  in 
pulling  d'lwii  this  stale  of  things.  INleantimc  the 
tirilish  minister  here  Ueinancjed,  by  order  of  hii  gov- 
ernment, the  immediate  release  ol  McLeod,  declar- 
ing mat  the  seizure  of  the  Caroline  had  been  plan- 
ned by  Ihe  Brilish  govern  ncnl,  and  that  the  respon- 
sibility attached  not  to  the  individual  immediately 
conceiiieu,  but  to  the  government  under  whose  or- 
ders he  acted.  The  British  government  presented 
herself  as  the  responsible  parly  in  all  that  had  been 
done  Having  such  an  avowal  from  such  a  quarter, 
we  held  that  it. exempted  tiic  individual  agent  from 
responsibility,  and  threw  Uial  responsibility  eXi  lu- 
sively  on  the  government.  Will  any  mau  deny  or 
queslion  the  soundness  of  such  an  ojiiuion?  That 
lUeiil  sUall  say  lo  j  lad  having  been  made  known  officially  by  the  Bril- 
you,    but  1    isli  minister,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  general  gov. 


could  get  only  up   lo  4^,   ami  shall  aenu  us  a  treat)  I  ernmenl  to  take  care,  as  far  as  it  could,  that  tlie  m: 
wilfi  that  boundary,  1  trust  Ibe  senator  Irom  Michi  i  should  not  be  subjected  lo  personal  punishment.     It 


for  having  discharged  its  duty  In  Ihe  premises.  1 
was  lo  see  that  the  facts  were  so  placed  on  record 
that  the  courls  of  Ihe  Uniled  Slates  might  revise  the 
proceedings  if  they  should  obiain  jurisdiction.  I  ask, 
was  this  an  interference  with  the  courts  of  New 
York?  Was  not  the  prosecution  of  McLe(,d,  a  Brit- 
ish scddier,  for  having  obeyed  Ihe  orders  of  a  linliah 
officer,  a  matter  which  connected  iisell  wilh  the  for- 
eign relations  of  the  country?  And  were  not  those 
foreign  relations  placed  by  the  constitution  under  the 
charge  of  the  federal  government?  And  wis  it  not 
the  duty  of  that  government  to  see  that  it  could  givo 
a  clear  and  fair  account  of  what  had  been  done  in 
the  mailer?  Most  undonbtedly  il  was.  Then  the 
government  was  only  doing  that  which  was  its  duly 
to  do. 

I  will  not  quarrel  about  mere  terms,  but,  if  the 
honorable  senator  means  lo  inculpate  the  govcrn- 
menl  as  guilty  of  an  improper  and  unjustifiablo 
course  in  regard  to  the  judicial  authorities  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  1  ilif!'.  r  from  him  entirely.  The 
object  of  this  government  was  never  to  prevent  the 
uninterrupted  course  of  justice  in  that  state;  il  only 
wished  to  secure  the  observance  of  a  regular  and 
just  course  of  proceeiling  in  a  matter  which  had  be- 
come of  national  consequence,  in  order  that  il  might 
be  subject  to  the  revisal  of  a  higher  tribunal.  Was 
this  anything  new  in  the  proceedings  of  the  general 
govcrnmcnl?  Had  not  the  same  thing  been  dona 
from  tlie  very  first?  Did  not  General  Washington 
himself  "inlerlere"  (to  use  Ihe  language  of  the  gen- 
tleman) wilh  the  course  of  justice  in  Ihe  slates,  in 
1795,  by  issuing  directions  lo  the  governors  of  states, 
1  by  even  addressing  rebukes  lo  them  in  reference 
lo  the  discharge  of  their  public  duly?  I  have  before 
me  a  circular  addressed  by  our  first  president  lo 
stale  governors,  advising  and  prescribing  the  course 
of  the  adminislralion  of  their  governinenl.  Does 
the  gentleman  call  this  culpable  interference?  1  Say 
it  was  no  more  than  the  discharge  of  his  duty. — 
Moreover,  I  say  that  interference  with  the  federal 
Courts  is  just  as  oflVnsive,  if  not  more  so,  than  with 
the  slate  courts;  because,  as  they  are  more  connect- 
ed with  Ihe  government,  and  more  dependanl  upon 
il,  the  influence  of  Ihe  president  is  even  more  dan- 
gerous there  than  in  courts  established  and  paid  by 
stale  aulhority.  Yet,  how  ofleii  has  the  government 
interfered  in  the  federal  ceurts?  Did  not  Mr.  Wirl 
and  Mr.  Bibb  interfere  in  the  prosecution  of  Aaron 
Bun?  Was  not  Mr.  Wirl,  then  attorney  general, 
sent  up  Irom  Richmond  lo  Chillicolhe  to  attend  that 
trial?  And  how  numerous  are  the  cases  where  coun- 
sel have  been  employed  and  paid  for  lending  their 
aid  lo  prosecutions  before  ihe^e  courts?  How,  then, 
is  any  offence  shown  on  the  part  of  PresidLiit  Harri- 
son? My  instructions  were  dravui  up  by  -Mr.  Web- 
ster, then  secretary  of  slate,  al  the  express  inslancc 
of  the  president;  but  those  instructions  came  ongi- 
nal'K  o  me  from  the  presidenl  himself,  for  to  that 
■iM  i.orily  alone  did  I  of  course  consider  myself  as 
subcrdinaic.  .Vs  attorney  general  of  Ihe  United 
Stiles,  1  was  nol  bubordmate  to  the  dictation  of  the 
secretary  of  state.  I  knew  this;  so  did  the  secre- 
tary know  il;  we  were  Ihe  common  friends  of  the 
president.  He  drew  up  the  instructions  and  1 
acted  under  lliem.  The  inslrnclions  said  on  their 
face  that  Ihey  were  Ihe  instructions  of  the  president. 
I  was  urged  lo  go  but  I  went  against  my  w  ill.  It 
was  an  inclement  season  of  the  year,  and  1  begged 
ofl'.  'I'he  real  truth  is  1  wanted  to  go  lo  Kentucky; 
bill  Ihe  pn-sident  insisted,  and  so  I  submitted  and 
went.  Wlien  I  arrived  in  Albany,  I  called,  as  n y 
instructions  directed  me,  on  Gov.  Seward.  1  did  so 
out  of  rciper  t  to  his  sl-ition;  suboiitled  to  linn  a  co- 
py of  my  instructions  and  also  of  Mr.  Fox's  letter, 
and  conversed  Irecly  wilh  him  on  the  whole  subject. 
— I  wanted  to  gel  his  views,  and  he  slated  t  ,e:u 
fiankly.  They  were,  in  substance,  thai  he  would 
nol  order  a  jiol  pros  ,  that  he  would  not  pardon  Mc- 
Leod belore  trial;  but  thai,  il  condemned,  he  would 
pardon  him  alter  trial.  Those  were  his  views,  and  1 
had  nothing  lo  urge  and  no  directions  to  give.  ;*ly 
instructions  were  to  consult  with  Ihe  governor,  nol  di- 
rect him.  He  said  he  had  no  power  loonier  a  nutjyros  , 
but  told  me  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  actual  iiinoecnco 
of  .McLeod;  that  he  had  in  his  possession  eonclusite 
evidence  that  .McLeod  was  not  present  when  Uuifee 
was  shot— no,  nor  any  where  in  Ihe  neighborhood, 
and  that  he  must  necessarily  be  acquitted,  and  he 
thought  that  Ihe  best  mode  ol  bringing  Ihe  matter  to 
an  issue.    1  tbousht  so  loo;  but  a«  the  demand  of  Mr. 
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Fox  was  for  his  "tmnifdiaJe"  relea«e,  1  apprehended  I  have  settled  itself.  [Laughter.]  I  entertain  the  I  tee  yesterday  you  were  pleased  to  report  thai  thecoma 
there  might  be  some  trouble  from  his  temporary  de-  I  greatest  personal  respect  for  both  these  gentlemen —  j  mitlee  had  had  the  state  of  the  Union  generally  under 
tention  unll  his  trial  should  be  concluded.  We  con-  and  i  feel  well  assured,  after  this  notice  shall  have  '  consideration;  and  the  debate  which  had  taken 
suited  over  this  difficulty,  but  came  to  the  conclu-  been  given,  they  will,  with  all  that  magnanimity  and  ■  place,  and  that  which  has  followed  this  mornmg, 
sion  that,  as  Mr.  Fox  had  said  in  the  close  of  his  let-  !  that  intelligence  which  so  strongly  characterize  both  :  have  fully  justified  that  report.  Thi;  sentleman  from 
terthat  iV  any  harm  came  to  McLeod.  Great  Britain  i  of  them,  taUe  up  the  question  anew,  and  by  a  speedy  \  Alabama  (Mr.  Payne)  and  the  gentleman  from  South 
would  consider  it  as  cause  of  war,  we  Ihoug'.il  that,  arrangement  of  the  dilficulty  give  both  nations  peace.  !  Carolina  (Mr.  Rlietl)  have  both  objected  to  the  pas- 
of  his  arniiittal  no  personal  harm  would  They  need  not  be  jealous  of  the  greatness  of  each  :  sage  of  this  bill  on  the  ground  that  it  would  make  a 
■  ■  other;   both  nations   have  enough  of  power  and  of;  heavy   draft   upon   the   treasury,   and   that   such    a 

greatness;  let  the  only  strife  between  them  be  which  i  scheme  of  internal  improvemenis  would  defeat  the 
shall  do  most  to  spread  the  benefits  of  freedom,  of !  proposed  modification  of  the  revenue  laws  of  Iho 
knowledge,  of  civilization,  and  of  Christianity  over  ;  country;  and  they  called  upon  their  friends  by  all 
the  surface  of  the  globe.  The  question  now  between  that  was  near  and  dear  to  them— by  the  success  of 
them  has  nothing  m  it  to  create  any  embittered  feel- '  their  party— by  iheir  continuance  in  power— by  all 
ing.  We  look  upon  England  as  a  great  nation,  from  j  that  was  sacred  in  the  name  of  democracy,  to  come 
whom  we  trace  our  national  descent.  All  her  an-  forward  and  save  the  people  from  a  policy  which 
cient  glories  form  part  of  our  own.  It  is  vain  to  |  must  ensure  the  continuance  of  the  present  odious 
blind  ourselves  to  the  dangers  of  a  war  with  Eng- '  system  of  taxation.  As  these  gentlemen  have  been 
land.     The   chairman  of  the  committee  of  foreign  '  indulged  in  this  course  of  remark,  I  trust  that  I  shall 


have  been  done  to  him,  the  condiiion  of  the  threat 
would  not  be  fulfilled;  and  so  we  hoped  that  no  diffi- 
culty would  tcrow  out  of  it,  because  he  was  certain 
either  to  be  acquitted  or  pardoned.  And  this  is  the 
whole  of  the  matter. 

Governor  Seward  complained  of  no  interference, 
unless  it  was  on  this  one  point:  he  did  object  to  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Spencer,  because  he  had  alrea- 
dy been  retained  as  counsel  for  the  prisoner.  He 
urged  110  objections,  however,  to  me.  When  at  Al- 
bany, I  learned  that  no  trial  would  take  place  at 
Lockporl,  and  therefore  I  did  not  go  there.  No 
matter  what  Gov.  Seward's  opinion  might  be  as  to 
my  going,  or  not  going,  he  had  no  right  to  object  to 
it.  This  is,  1  believe,  the  sura  and  substance  of  all 
that  was  done;  and  this  is  the  terrible  interference  of 
which  the  senator  so  pathetically  complains.  I  hold 
that,  if  the  president  had  done  less  than  he  did,  he 
would  have  been  false  tu  his  duty. 

I  now  part  with  pleasure  from  this  subject;  and, 
after  having  submitted  a  few  more  remarks  on  one 
more  point,  I  shall  relieve  the  senate. 

As  to  the  form  of  notice  which  I  originally  sub- 
milted,  and  which,  with  a  slight  emendation,  is  now 
before  the  senate,  the  objections  which  have  been 
urged  against  it  are,  I  lliiiik,  easily  answered.  They 
have,  in  my  judgment,  but  little  weight. 

The  honorable  senator  from  Arkansas  complains 
that  the  resolution  leaves  the  president  to  act,  in  giv- 
Does  not  a  due 


ing  the  notice,  at  his  own  discretion 

respect  fur  the  president  demand  this?  Does  not  the  |  ed  in  battle,  what  mattered  it.'  At  the  end  of  the 
resolution  say  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  notice  should  .  year,  or  at  the  end  of  the  war,  we  should  be  just  as 
be  given,  and  that  he  is  authorized  to  give  it.'  What  well  olf  as  we  were  before;  our  strength  unimpaired, 
more  can  he  ask,  or  what  less  could  we  do.'  It  leaves  our  numbers  undiminished.  There  was,  however, 
him  entirely  unembarrassed  by  any  instructions  from  one  little  circumstance  which  the  honorable  senator 
us.  I  agree  with  the  honorable  senator  from  Texas  seemed  to  forget,  anil  that  was,  that  the  men  left  be- 
that  that  is  the  proper  position  in  which  the  president  I  hind  would  be  rather  old;  whetlier  we  might  keep 
ought   to  be   placed.     What  use   would  there  have    up  the  process  exactly  on  which  the  table  seemed  to 


be  allowed  to  follow  their  example.  1  am  in  favor 
of  this  bill,  because  such  improveme  its  facilitate  in- 
tercourse tietvveen  different  and  distant  sections  of 
the  country,  and  so  promote  the  interest  of  trade  and 
commerce. 

The  present,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  an  important  era 
in  the  history  of  our  country.  The  president,  at  the 
opening  of  the  session,  recommended  the  aoandon- 
men't  of  that  policy  which  is  coeval  with  our  govern- 
ment— a  policy  under  which  the  nation  has  grown 
and  prospered.  We  have  also  been  told  by  the  seo- 
I  strike  them  wholly  out  of  the  calculation.  But  1 1  retary  of  the  treasury  that  we  must  abandon  all  pro- 
could  not  but  be  somewhat  amused  at  one  of  the  ar- 1  teclion  of  domestic  industry,  in  order  to  procure  the 
guments  to  show  that  all  fears  on  that  subject  were  !  repeal  of  the  Engli-h  corn  laws.  The  British  minis- 
utlerly  groundless.  He  produced  to  us  a  statistical  i  try  approve  of  the  policy  recommended,  endorse  the 
calculation,  fromuhichit  appeared  that  some  four  |  doctrines  of  the  .American  secretary,  and  order  his 
hundred  and  odd  young  men  arrived  at  the  age  of  i  report  to  be  published  and  laid  upon  the  desks  of  the 
eighteen,  (the  age  for  enlistment,)  so  that  if  four !  members  of  parliament  as  a  valuable  document  to 
hundred  and  odd  of  our  soldiers  a  day  should  be  kill-  j  promote  British  interests.     An  ellbrt  has  been  made 


relations,  indeed,  [Mr.  Allen,]  cares  nothing  for 
them.  He  sees  in  her  nothing  but  a  great  missha- 
pen "pauper,"  whose  joints  are  so  loose  and  so  ill- 
fitted  together,  that  she  totters  on  her  two  rickety 
legs,  one  in  the  East  Indies  and  the  other  in  the 
West.  What  strength,  what  greatness  can  there  be 
in  such  a  pauper  as  that?  What,  indeed.'  But  is 
this  a  point  of  view  in  which  we  ought  to  place  that 
ancient  and  powerful  empire  before  us? 

As  to  the  horrors  of  war,  the  senate  will  bear  me 
ilness  that  I  have  not  dwelt  upon  them;  nor  shall  I 


een  in  "instructing"  the  president?  No  "instruc- 
tion" from  us  would  bind  him  in  the  least.  If  we 
should  attempt  to  do  it,  it  would  be  unavailing,  and 
the  attempt  would  be  rather  derogatory  to  his  exalt- 
ed station.  It  would  require  very  strong  evidence 
of  dereliction  of  duty  and  a  misuse  of  power  on  his 
part  to  warrant  the  senate  to  interfere  beforehand 
with  the  negotiations  of  a  treaty.  I  do  not  say  that 
such  an  interference  may  never  happen.  I  do  not 
say  that  I  should  not  myself  interpose  all  the  checks 
1  possibly  could,  if  I  saw  the  executive  pursuing  a 
course  which  1  felt  sure  would  run  the  nation  to 
ruin. 

I  do  not  know  whether  tlie  honorable  senator  from 
Texas  referred  to  my  resolution  in  particular,  when 
he  said  he  should  piefer  a  naked  notice.  1  do  not 
myself  like  making  apoiogies  very  well;  and,  as  1  un- 
derstood the  senator,  he  seemed  to  consider  my  re- 
solution  as  apologetic   and   servile  in    its  tone — as 


been  founded  would  perhaps  admit  of  a  doubt 
[Great  and  continued  merriment.] 

But  to  be  serious:  these  calculations  did  not  show 
that  gentlemen  had  not  turned  their  thoughts  as 
gravely  to  this  subject  as  its  intrinsic  importance  to 
their  country  dem.mded  at  their  hands.  We  (said 
iMr.  C.)  are  not  afraid  of  war,  nor  afraid  of  Eng- 
land. Not  at  all;  nothing  like  it.  Yet,  why  may  not 
both  parties,  from  motives  and  considerations  far 
above  the  baseness  of  fear,  concur  in  avoiding  war? 
What  have  I  to  fear  from  a  war?  Personally,  no- 
thing. This  house,  my  station,  my  age,  all  protect 
rae.  Personal  fear,  then,  can  have  no  induenee  with 
me.  Such  a  feeling  will  have  no  influence  with  ei- 
ther nation — neither  on  us  nor  on  her.  But  there  is 
a  high  responsibility  which  attaches  itself  to  bolh. — 
I  consider  this  notice  as  the  best  means  of  enabling 
them  to  take  each  other's  hand  and  to  prosecute  an 
effectual  negotiation  for  peace.  I  ofl'er  it  for  this 
placing  us   in   a  servile  attitude  before   the  British  [  purpose.     1  offer   it  in   the  most  conciliatory  spirit. 


premier,  and  "with  bated  breatli"  asking  terms  from 
him.  1  dii  not  find  anything  in  the  resolution  that 
apjieais  to  be  apologetic  or  servile:  but  1  am  not  sure 
It  was  to  luo  he  alluded. 

Mr.  Iluuslon  explained,  and  said  that,  in  the  re- 
marks referred  to,  tie  had  had  no  reference  to  the  re- 
solution of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  or  any  other 
in  particular:  his  remarks  bad  been  general  in  their 
character  and  application. 

Mr.  CiUtcndm  resumed.  I  concur  entirely  with 
the  senator  in  his  dislike  to  anything  in  our  foreign 
intercourse  which  goes  to  place  us  in  a  servile  atti- 
tude, i  congratulate  the  gentleman  on  his  return  to 
our  national  brotherhood,  and  can  in  all  sincerity  as- 
sure him  that  he  brings  with  him  no  more  of  the  gen- 
uine American  feeling,  in  his  abhorrence  of  every- 
thing mean  and  humiliating,  than  is  fully  reciprocat- 
ed liere.  I  certainly  shall  never  consent  that  my 
country  shall  take  any  attitude  for  which  she  need 
to  blush,  f  here  is  nothing  of  the  kind  iii  this  reso- 
lution wliieh  my  optics  can  discover.  It  is  fiiendly 
and  respecUul  in  its  terms,  as  it  ought  tu  be,  and  it 
is  nothing  more.  It  authorizes  the  president  to  re- 
new negotiations.  Have  they  not  been  interrupted? 
Are  they  now  proceeding.'  Wliat  arc  we  doing? — 
lias  not  our  ultimatum  been  suspended,  and  do  not 
the  diplomatic  representatives  of  tlie  two  powers 
stand  looking  each  other  in  the  lace?  The  great  and 
solemn  question  is,  whether  Mr.  Buchanan  or  Mr. 
rakenhain  shall  speak  the  first  word?  bntil  this  mo- 
mentous point  of  diplomatic  etiquette  is  setlled,  the 
Uregon  is  tu  be  postponed;  while  in  the  mean  time, 
a  few  hundreds  or  thousands  of  us  aru  to  have  our 
(brouts  cut,  and  then,  1  suppose,   tliu  ipieslion  will 


nd  as  the  best  expedient  I  can  devise  for  bringing 
about  an  amicable  settlemer.t,  and  at  the  same  time 
preserving  the  dignity  and  the  lionor  of  our  own  gov- 
ernment. I  attach  no  importance  to  the  proviso  I 
formerly  offered.  I  am  eutirely  willing  it  shall  be 
stricken  out.  I  hope,  therefore,  we  shall  dispose  of 
the  subject  and  get  it  oil'  our  hands.  For  myself,  I 
have  never  been  able  to  realize  that  war  can,  by  any 
possibility,  grow  out  of  a  measure  like  this.  Sure  I 
am  that,  il  it  does,  there  must  be  great  wickedness 
somewhere.  A  war  between  two  such  nations  can- 
not be  made  without  a  high  degree  of  criminality  on 
the  part  ol  the  one  government  or  the  other.  1  de- 
sire that  the  course  of  my  own  government  shall  be 
always  right,  (though,  when  action  ooines,  I  shall  be 
for  my  goveriiiiienl,  without  much  reflection  whethei* 
it  is  right  or  wrong.)  1  want  that  our  chief  magis- 
trate sliall  put  us  111  the  right.  If  war,  after  all, 
shall  come,  an  awful  responsibility  awaits  tiat  ad- 
ministration whicti  shall  plunge  a  couutry  like  this 
into  a  wanton  and  unnecessary  war. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CHARLES  HUDSON. 


ON    THE    WHEAT    TR.VDE    01'    THE    COUNTRY. 

House,  of  Representatives,  Feb.  x!G,  181(5. 

The  house  being  in  eommilteo  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  having  under  consideration 
the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  improvement 
of  harbors  and  rivers — 

Mr.  Hitiisoii,  of  Massachusetts,  obtained  the  Qoor, 
and  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  rising  of  the  coinmit- 


on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  to  change  fundamental- 
ly the  policy  of  this  country,  by  the  introduction  of 
a  system  which  would  check  the  prosperity  of  the 
people,  paralyze  every  interest,  and  so  greatly  impair 
that  very  commerce  which  these  improvements  are 
calculated  to  promote.  We  see  Sir  Robert  Peel  and 
Sir  Robert  Walker  in  what  the  gentleman  from  S. 
Carolina  (Mr.  Rhett)  calls"a  disastrous  conjunction," 
to  bring  about  this  result — a  result  truly  disastrous 
to  our  beloved  country,  but  to  Great  Britain  "a  con- 
summation devoutly  to  be  wished." 

As  the  subject  of  the  corn  laws  has  been  present- 
ed for  consideration  by  both  governments,  1  propose 
to  call  the  attention  of  this  committee  to  this  subject, 
and  to  the  efl'ect  which  the  repeal  or  modification  of 
these  laws  would  have  upon  the  commerce  of  our 
country.  And  I  regard  this  question  as  strictly  per- 
tinent to  the  subject  before  us.  The  grain  of  the 
West  must  find  its  way  to  the  Atlantic  through  the 
very  channels  which  this  bill  is  designed  to  improve. 
The  wheat  trade  is  an  important  item  in  our  com- 
merce, and  every  thing  which  afl'ecls  that  trade  will 
render  these  improvements  more  or  less  necessary. 
The  subject  of  the  corn  trade  of  llie  United  States 
has  of  late  attracted  ttie  attention  of  our  people;  and, 
although  It  is  one  of  importance,  1  am  confident  that 
its  importance  has  been  greatly  overruled.  From  the 
language  which  is  sometimes  employed  we  might 
naturally  infer  that  wheat  and  flour  constituted  a 
great  portion  of  the  exports  of  the  country.  But  a 
recurrence  to  official  documents  will  show  that  fur  a 
series  of  years  our  export  of  wheal  and  flour  does 
not  exceed  one-twentieth  of  our  whole  export. 

I  propose,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  lake  a  brief  view  of 
the  wheat  trade  of  the  United  States.  And  here  I 
will  state,  once  for  all,  that  I  shall  use  the  term 
wheat  to  include  Jlour;  and,  in  all  my  estimates,  1 
make  a  barrel  of  flour  equal  to  five  bushels  of  wheat. 
The  wheat  crop  of  the  United  Slates  in  1S40,  ac- 
cording to  the  census  returns,  anioiinled  to  84,823,- 
OUO  bushels,  and  in  1844,  according  to  the  report  of 
the  commissioner  of  patents,  to  95,607,t)00  bushels. 
Of  this  96,000,U00  bushels,  which  is  about  the  aver- 
age for  the  last  five  years,  we  have  exported  about 
one-thirteenth,  or  7,400,0U0  bushels.  Nearly  onc- 
tenlh  of  the  wliole  crop  will  be  required  for  seed. — 
In  Great  Britain  the  estimate  has  been  about  three 
bushels  of  seed  to  the  acre,  but  witli  us  two  bushels 
to  the  acre  would  be  a  fair  average,  for  all  parts  of 
the  country.  Now,  if  we  should  take  from  the 
whole  crop  the  amount  required  for  seed  and  the 
ainoniit  exported,  it  would  leave  lor  home  consump- 
tion 7'J,UU0,Ut)U  of  bushels.  This  amount  divided 
among  our  popiation,  say  I'J,6UU.0UU,  would  give 
3  9-lOth  bushels  to  every  man,  woman,  anil  child  in 
the  country.  But  it  is  manifest  that  the  cunsumplion 
of  wheal  is  not  e(|ual  in  every  section.  The  black 
population  at  the  South  consume  but  little  wlieal, 
and  the  agriculturists  in  the  New  I'',  igland  states 
make  considerable  use  of  rye  and  Indian  corn  for 
bread;  though  the  consuuiption  of  wheal  Is  becoming 
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every  year  more  general.  As  far  as  I  am  acquaint-  ; 
ed  in  all  communities  which  purchase  their  bread 
Bluff,  wheal  is  the  principle  article  of  consumplioii; 
and  we  may  safely  estimate  this  consumplion  at  one  1 
barrel  of  flour  or  five  bushels  of  vheal  a  year  per 
head.  This  class  will  io'lude  the  manufaclurers  and 
mechanics — those  engaged  in  miniuj;,  in  commerce,  ■ 
in  navigalinn  in  all  its  forms;  and,  if  we  add  lo  these  j 
those  engaged  in  Ihe  various  professions  and  callings,  j 
other  than  agriculture,  and  all  those  residing  in  the  , 
wheat-growing  sections  of  the  country,  it  will  con- j 
slitute  about  Ihree-fifihs  or  our  entire  populati  m,  \ 
and  these  will  consume  about  58,8t)0,000  bushels  of 
wheat,  leaving  f..r  the  other  tM'o  fiflhs  2U,20U,00U 
bushels,  being  about  two  and  a  half  busl>els  per  head. 
This  calculation  being  general,  will  not  hold  good  in 
every  case.  A  soldiei  's  rations,  for  example,  would 
amount  to  nine  bushels  of  w  heat  per  year,  and  some 
of  our  population  engaged  in  the  fisheries  would  con- 
sume as  much.  Flour  is  also  largely  consumed  in 
our  manufactories  in  the  form  of  starch  and  sizing. 
The  manufactories  at  Lowell  alone  consume  be- 
tween four  and  five  thousand  barrels  of  flour  annu- 
ally. 

I  have  been  thus  particular,  Mr.  Cliairman,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  grcter  part  of  our 
wheat  IS  consumed  at  home,  and  that  the  homo  mar- 
ket is  the  great  source  whence  the  wheat  growers 
derive  their  support.  The  quantity  of  wheat  which 
we  have  sent  abroad,  for  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen 
years,  will  not  exceed  6  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  quanti- 
ty produced,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table 
made  up  from  the  cununercial  documents: 


country.     But   as   these   emigrants  generally  settle  |  Spermaceti  candles 


Staves,    shingles,   boards,    hewn  limber, 
masts,  spars,  &c. 


upon  new  lands,  they  do  not,  for  Ihe  first  y 
adil   lo    the   wheat   product  of  the  country.     On  11; 

contrary,  while  clearing  their  lands  and  building  j  All  manufaclnrcs  of  wood 
their  cabins,  they  are  consumers;  and  constitute  a  "'  ' 
considerable  market  for  Ihe  grain  of  the  West.  And 
while  the  new  wheat  lands  are  being  brought  into 
the  market  the  old  wheat  lands  of  the  .\llnntic  scales 
are  becoming  exhausted,  and  so  yield  a  less  crop. — 
it  is  also  true  thai,  as  population  increasi-s  in  Ihe' 
West,  and  settlemenu  become  more  dense,  a  larger 
per  cent,  of  the  people  leave  the  pursuit  of  agricul- 
ture, and  engage  in  other  catlings;  and  hence  the  de- 
mand will  increase  as  rapidly  as  the  supply.  We 
must  also  expect  deficient  crops  from  tiiiie  to  time. 
The  past  year  is  an  example  of  this.  In  some  parts 
of  the  country   the   drouglit  of  Ihe   past  season  has 


$180,492 


Naval  alores,  tar,  pilch,  rosin, and  lurpen- 

lino 
.'Vslies,  pot  and  pearl 

'!'"lal  $5,0tJl,tieG 

Here  we  have  a  total  of  more  than  live  millions  of 
manufacluied  articles,  whirh  in  the  commercial 
document  are  placed  under  the  head  of  products  of 
the  forest  ai'd  of  the  fisheries.  Add  these  lo  the  ar- 
ticles set  down  as  manufactures,  and  we  have  on  ex- 
port of  more  than  thirlecn  millions,  the  product  of 
our  infant  manulactures. 


.,         J        ...         ,    -  1  .,     J-  ri      I  have  no  (lisposillon  to  disparage  the  wheat  trade 

greatly  reduced  the  whca  crop,  and  the  disease  of  if  „,^  country;  it  is  an  important  Hade,  and  one 
he  potato  will  increase  the  demand  for  >vheat  at  I  ^,„^^  ^,,„^|/^^  ^.f,^^:^^^j  with  the  greatest  care- 
home  as  well  as  abroad.  ^^^^  <,evoii„„  lo  any  cause  should  never  lead  us  to 
1    have    no   disposition    to  undervalue  Ihe  wheat  !  „»erlook    an    iinporlanl   fact.     I  rejoice  that  we  are 
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trade  of  the  country.  It  furnishes  an  important  item 
in  our  exports.  But,  at  the  same  time,  1  must  be 
permitted  lo  say  that  its  importance  is  frequenliy  ex- 
aggeraled.  From  language  which  is  frequently  em 
ployed,  1  should  be  led  to  conclude  that  wheat,  next 
lo  cotton,  was  the  great  export  from  the  country,  and 
that  these,  with  perhaps  lobacco,  constituted  nearly 
our  whole  export.  Bui,  by  reference  to  the  com- 
mercial document  from  year  to  year,  it  will  be  seen 
that,  for  fifteen  years,  our  wheal  and  flour  have  iiol 
amounted  lo  more  than  about  one-twentielh  of  our 
export.  That  Ilia  commillee  may  see  ihe  relative 
importance  of  the   wheat   Irade,   1  have  prepared  a 


table  from  the  commercial  documents,  which  1 
read: 
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Here  sir,  it  will  be  seen  that  our  average  export  of 
wheat  to  all  foreign  countries,  for  the  last  fourteen 
years,  amounts  to  only  5,505,162  bushels;  or,  if  we 
deduct  the  average  imports  il  will  amount  lo  only 
aboul  5,000,000  bushels.  It  will  also  be  seen  Ihal 
our  exports  do  not  keep  pace  with  our  population. — 
In  1831  we  sent  abroad,  with  a  population  of  13,- 
000,000,  9,441,000  bushels,  bemgtwenty-ihree  quarts 
per  head  upon  oui  popuhition;  but  in  1844,  wilh  a 
population  of  19,600,000,  we  sent  abroad  7,751.000 
bushels,  being  only  thirteen  quarts  per  head.  Here 
is  a  falling  off  in  our  surplus  of  nearly  filly  per  cent. 
But  as  il  18  unfair  lo  reason  from  a  smgle  year,  and 
1831  being  one  of  an  unusually  large  crop,  we  will 
take  an  average  of  three  years.  Take  ihe  years 
i831,  1832,  and  1833,  and  we  have  an  average  ex- 
port of  6,220,000  bushels;  while  the  years  1841, 
1842,  and  ld44  give  an  average  of  6  967,000  bushels, 
being  an  increase  of  eleven  per  ceni.,  while  our  p)- 
pulation  has  incieased  ab'tnl  ihirly-ltiree  per  cent. — 
For  the  last  ten  years  our  surplus  for  export  has  not 
increased  in  ihe  ratio  of  our  population;  and  the 
same  causes  which  have  operated  for  the  last  ten 
jears  will  be  likely  lo  operale  for  years  lo  come, — 
We  have  had,  and  if  peace  continues,  shall  be  likely 
to  have  a  large  Hood  of  foreign  emigration  lo  the 
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able  to  export  wheat  al  the  average  rate  of  six  niil- 
lions  of  dollars  a  year;  and  I  rejoice  also  that  our 
infant  manufactures  are  able  lo  send  forlh  lo  foreign 
countries  fabrics  to  twice  Ihal  amount.  I  am  in 
favor  of  Ihe  corn  trade  of  the  country;  and  for  that 
very  reason  I  wish  to  int'orni  the  wheal  growers  that 
the  proposed  change  in  the  British  corn  laws  will 
probably  operale  against  them,  and  may  prove  high- 
ly detrimental  lo  their  interest. 

lam  confident,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  is  a  great 
niisappreaension  on  this  subject  of  trade.  Some 
genllcmen  seem  to  take  it  lor  granted  thai  Great 
Britain  is  the  principal,  and  almost  the  imly  market 
for  our  breadslufi'.  But  nothing  can  be  more  false. 
I  have  data,  ilrawn  from  Ihe  olEcial  docunents  of 
the  governmenl,  which  confut*  any  such  hypothesis. 


~ 

00  oj  a-  S  S 

^ 

i^£ 

*.COtO  —  OCDOO-l 

ti-  *•  to  to  >- 

2"^ 

t-<  i-"  to 

f^ 

0 

?  s- 

==•2 

S3 

00 

^5 
•ft  a 

00  0  0  *-  00  to  tn 

Ul 

3' 

to  >-■  K>  10  to 

ts  to  m  oocft  -J 

0 

« 

•"  a. 

-J 

;  _  o  tc  *.  r. 


■■  00 1—  to  o  o^ 


JfOtCOO-JCft—  —  --I 


00k-a;CnCtO-J*.Cn_C 

ecoDOto^oc^^I)  —  cico-  —  ,_ 
OD  to  CO  --J  00  —  *^  c;»  —  to  <^  io  to  ft 


This  sumruary  view  of  certain  articles  of  export 
shows  that  the  value  of  wheat  and  flour  sent  to  all 
foreign  countres  for  thu  last  fuurteen  years  will  aver- 
age §6,233,000  a  jear.  During  the  same  period  our 
heof  and  porU,  including  all  Ihe  avails  and  product 
of  catHe  and  swine,  have  ainouiUed  lo  ^2,932,0U(t, 
and  the  product  of  the  Hshenes  to  2,55G.UU0-,  each  of 
the&e  articles  boing  nearly  half  as  inuch  as  our  en- 
tire export  of  wheat.  And  even  coltnn  piece  goods, 
the  prodiict  of  our  de-^pised  manufactories,  vvhich  are 
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Here  we  have  the  authority  of  Ihe  commercial 
documenl,  made  up  al  the  treasury  department, 
showing  the  direclionof  Ihe  Irade  in  queslion.  And 
what  does  it  prove.'  Why,  sir,  that  ihe  lolal  aver- 
age of  Ihe  export  of  wheal,  for  Ihe  last  fourteen 
years,  is  5,505,000  bushels,  and  thai  Ihe  average  ex- 
port lo  Great  Britain  is  only  944  000.  being  about 
one  .li.rl/i  of  Ihe  whole.  Our  Irade  w  itli  Gieal  Bri- 
...  ,  lain  in  this  article  is  greatly  overrated.    Kor  ihc  last 

represented    as    being    injurious   lo  commerce,  have  |  f^,,^,^^,,        ^^   we   have  sent  to  England  only  eight 
amounted,  on  an  average,  to  S-J,6ia,000,  nearly  half  I    ^r^g„l    ,„o,j  ihan  to  Bi  " 


razil:  and  for  the  last  three 

ears    Brazil    has    taken  sixty  per  cent,    more  than 

with  Canada,  for  a  number  of 


as  much  as   the  wheat  sent  from  the  country.     Bui, 

if  we  add  lo  cotton   piece  goods  all   other  manufac- |  ■j^"'„"'|'!,„J""'Q,,r"7r3c 

lures  exported,  we  have  a  lolal  of  §7,987,000  annu-  ,  pa,i,  |,as  been  greater  than  wiih  England  itself. 

ally,  being  more  than  Ihe  value  ol   wheal  exported,    p^^  „,„  ,3,1  j^^en  years  wp  have  sent  into  the  Bril- 

But,  sir,  Ihis   is  not  all.     1  have  followed  the  olas-    ish  North  American  colonies  12,586,9il0  bushels,  and 


sificalion  of  Ihe  commercial  documenl;  but  every 
gentleman  acqiiainled  v\  ilh  Ihe  subject  knows  that 
there  are  articles,  some  of  which  are  strictly  and 
others  subslanlially  manufactured  articles,  which 
are  nol  in  Ihal  documenl  placed  under  the  head  of 
manufactures.  In  the  commercial  documenl  of  the 
last  year  1  find  Ihe  following  articles,  with  the  values 
placed  under  other  beads: 


lo  Kiigland,  al  the  same  lime,  7,764,600  bushels; 
showinir  a  irrealer  demand  in  Canada  than  in  hiiig- 
land  hj  sixly-lwo  per  cent.  I  am  aware  thai  it  will 
he  said  that  most  of  the  wheal  which  is  sent  inlo 
Canada  finds  ils  way  into  Greal  Britain.  1  admit  it, 
and  shall  endeavor  to  show  hereafter  Ihat,  in  this  in- 
direct trade,  wo  now  enjoy  a  sorl  of  monopoly  by 
the  operation    of  the    presenl    corn    laws  ol  Great 
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Britain,  but  of  which  we  should  he  deprived  by  a 
repeal  of  those  laws.  This  is  in  fact  the  point  to 
which  1  wish  to  call  atlcnlion — the  great  question 
for  the  committee  and  the  country  to  consider. 

But  let  us  now  inquire  into  the  capacity  of  Ihe 
English  market.  What  amount  of  wheat,  of  foreign 
growth,  does  she  consume  annually?  1  have  com- 
piled the  foUtiwing  table  from  the  parliamentary  re- 
ports  of  Great  Britain: 


Imporlntwn  of  wheat  into  Great  Britain  from  the  princi- 
pal  wheat   countries  far  \9,i\,   1842.   and    1843,  in 
bushels,  together  with  the  sum  total  from  each  country. 
Countries.        1841.         1842  184,3  Total, 

Ru.ssia  498.205  1.824.6S8     269  368     2,5'»2,261 

Denmark  1,91.5279  617,656  565,248  3,(198  183 
Prussia  7,134,400  5  938,065  5,311,000  18,383  465 
Germany  b,2'l5,674  1,626  172  1,027,224  7,949,070 
Holland        S15  964        73,970  6  864       896,507 


ports  of  Great  Britain:  Moiiana        M.!  Mb4         /J,a/ii  0  ooi        oao.jui 

\anount  of  wheal  and  n-keal  fiour,  in  bushels,  imporled*Yrance        1,643,932  4.216,100        29,248     5,889.280 


into  Great  Brllain,  for  home-consumption,  from  1829 
to  1S43,  inclusive,  distinguishing  foreignfronx  coli 


p'oreign. 

Colonial. 

Total. 

Year. 

Bmhels. 

Bushels 

Bushels. 

1829 

11,504,768 

68,840 

11.572,608 

1830 

13,338  304 

484,482 

13  822  776 

1831 

10,9.52,359 

1,101,468 

12,052,920 

1832 

1,510,160 

1,. 55 1,880 

3  062,040 

1833 

10,500 

661,648 

672  203 

1834 

2,320 

517,472 

519,829 

1835 

960 

227,440 

228,400 

1836 

8  360 

232,496 

240,856 

1837 

1,686,176 

293,000 

1,979,176 

1838 

14,550,624 

237,176 

14,787,800 

1839 

21,592.848 

101,936 

21,693,784 

1840 

18,291,096 

910,392 

19,201,488 

1841 

19,105,264 

9.076,808 

21,182072 

1842 

22.202,512 

1,714,648 

23,917,160 

1843 

7,586,472 

1,953,912 

9,540,334 

Average.      9,489,518  703,911  10,964,896 

Here  it  will  be  seen  that,  for  the  last  fifteen  years, 
the  qverage  import  into  Great  Britain  is  10  964  896 


Italy  &  [si,  901,600  4,878,597  24,840  5,805,037 
N.  Ameri'n 

Colonies  9  333  .354  3,729  690  2,790,504  6,853  548 
U  Slates  1,107,840  1,195,873  749,601  3,053  278 
All  other 

countries  866,359  1,816,340  272,407  2,955,606 
Here,  sir,  we  have  a  view  of  the  demand  and  sup- 
ply of  the  English  market  fur  three  successive  years. 
And  does  it  appear  that  that  that  market  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  ours.'  And  is  the  United  Slates  the  only 
country  on  which  Great  Britain  is  to  depend  for  her 
breadstuff?  A  glance  at  this  table  will  snow  at  once 
that  our  supply,  when  compared  with  that  of  the 
continent,  dwindles  almost  to  insignificance.  Russia 
supplies  nearly  as  much  as  the  United  States;  Den- 
mark a  (rifle  more;  Prussia  more  than  six  times  as 
much;  Germany  and  Holland  nearly  three  times  as 
much,  France  and  Italy  each  nearly  twice  as  much; 
and  British  North  American  colonies  more  than 
twice  as  much  as  this  boasted  granary  of  the  world. 
To  show  the  relative  importance  of  our  trade  to  G 
Britain,  it  is  barely  necessary  to  say  that  of  every 
hundred  bushels  sent  to  the  English  market,  we  sup- 


bushels.  It  will  also  be  seen,  by  an  inspection  of  the  i  ply  only  five 

table,  that  her  demand  has  been  exceedinj;ly  varia-  |      We  have  seen  that  the  importations  of  wheat  into 


ble,  ranging  from  223,400  to  93,917,100  bushels 
Nor  is  this  all.  In  1835  and  1330,  she  actually  ex 
ported  a  large  amount  to  this  and  other  countries  — 
in  price,  too,  there  ha<  been  a  great  fluctuation.  In 
1835,  Ihe  average  price  of  wheat  in  Great  Britain 
was  81  07,  and  in  1839,  §1  92  per  bushel.  But  nni 
to  rely  upon  single  years.  In  1829,  '30,  and  '31,  she 
imported,  on  an  average,  19,482,700  biisliels;  iii 
1834,  '35,  and  '36,  an  average  ol  only  329  90!);  and 
in  1840  '41,  and  '42,  an  average  of  21, 434,000  — 
From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  will  be  seen  that 
but  little  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  that  mar 
ket.  At  one  time  she  requires  a  considerable  supply 
of  foreign  grain:  at  another  she  raises  more  than  she 
consumes.  In  1336,  '37,  and  '33,  she  supplied  us 
with  an  average  of  445,403  bushels  a  year,  direct; 
and  we  obtained  nearly  half  as  much  more  from  her 
Canadian  possessions.  The  demand  of  the  English 
market  is  not  only  fluctuating,  but,  as  a  general 
truth,  we  may  say  that  her  supply  at  home  is  gaining 
upon  her  demand,  rather  than  otherwise.  In  1829, 
'30  and  '31,  with  a  population  of  about  23,000,000, 
she  consumed,  as  we  have  already  seen,  an  aver^ige 
of  12,482,700  bushels;  and  in  J843,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  about  27,000,000,  she  consumed  9,540,300 
bushels  of  foreign  wheat. 

Tooke,  an  experienced  Engli-h  writer,  informs  us 
Ihat,  from  1832  to  1838,  the  crops  in  Great  Britain 
and  Irtland  were  so  abundant  that  wheat  was  fed 
out  to  cattle,  sleep,  and  swine,  and  even  used  for  dis- 
tillation. This  induced  the  farmer  to  sow  less;  and, 
for  several  succeeding  years,  the  winters  were  un- 
favorable for  the  crops,  and  the  season  of  harvest 
was  unpropitious,  so  as  to  increase  (he  demand  for 
foreign  grain.  Every  man  acquainted  with  English 
agriculture  knows  that  great  improvements  are  con 
stanlly  taking  place  in  her  mode  of  cultivation. — 
Bogs  and  swamps  are  being  reclaimed,  barren  hill- 
sides are  being  converted  into  fruitful  fields,  and  lii-r 
waste  places  are  being  made  to  blossom  like  the 
rose.  She  has  also  adopted  an  improved  mode  of 
seeding.  Until  quite  recently,  the  wheat  growers 
were  in  Ihe  habit  of  sowing  about  three  bushels  of 
grain  lo  Ihe  acre.  But  Urummoiid,  a  |jte  English 
writer,  says  that,  by  the  introduction  of  a  new  ma- 
chine for  sowing  wheat,  which  distributes  the  grain 
equally  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  ground,  they 
have   found  that  a  less  quantity  of  seed   will  a 


Gre:^t  Britain  have  been  exceedingly  fluctuating, 
ranging  from  928,000  lo  23,917,000  bushels.  A  fair 
estimate  of  the  English  demand,  lor  a  term  of  years 
to  come,  may,  I  think,  be  put  down  at  15,000,000 
bushels  annually.  And  where  will  she  obtain  her 
supply?  Fro. 11  the  United  Slates?  Why  have  they 
not  supplied  that  market  in  years  past?  Will  it  be 
said  thai  Ihe  corn  laws  have  operated  against  us.' — ■ 
But  those  laws  have  been  general  in  their  operation. 
Why  have  not  these  restrictions  operated  against  the 
nations  on  the  continent?  The  thirty-three  millions 
of  bushels  brought  from  the  north,  during  the  three 
years,  and  the  twelve  millions  from  the  south  of  Eu 
rope,  have  been  subjected  to  the  same  duty  as  the 
three  millions  from  the  United  Slates.  And  if  they 
can  supply  more  than  nine  lenths  of  the  wheat  iin 
der  the  present  law,  they  can  do  the  same  under  a 
less  restricted  dispensation,  or  a  system  of  perfect 
free  trade. 

I  say,  sir,  for  years  to  come,  we  may  fairly  esti- 
mate the  demand  in  Great  Britain  at  15,000,000  of 
bushels  annually;  and,  judging  from  the  past,  we 
may  say  that  the  United  Slates  will  supply  1,000,000, 
and  the  continent  the  other  14,000.000.  And  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  continent  can  furnisn 
that  supply,  and  even  more  if  it  were  required.  In 
1840  the  British  government  called  upon  their  con- 
suls, at  some  of  the  principal  marts  of  the  corn 
trade,  to  inlbrm  them  what  amount  of  grain  could  be 
sent  to  the  English  market  in  case  the  English  duty 
were  reduced  to  a  nominhl  sum.  The  substance  of 
their  replies  will  ue  seen  in  the  following  table,  sub- 
mitted, with  their  report,  to  parliament  in  1H4I: 


St.  Petersburgh 

Liebau 

Warsaw 

Odessa 

Stockholm 

Danlzic 

Konigsbufg 

Siellsic 

Memel 

Hamburg 

Elsinorc 

Palermo 


1,5^  000  bushels. 

940,000  " 
2,400,000  " 
1,200,000       " 

8,000 
9,520,000 

520,000 
2,000,0110       " 
47,712       " 
4,304,000 
1,400,000 
1.600  000       " 


17,779,712 
From  these  twelve    ports  it  appears  that  a  supply 


eauallv    well;  and  that  Ihis   improvement  alone  will  !  of    17,779,700    bushels    of  wheat  could   Le  obtained 

"  •'      .  .,...-..  ..,._      __     -;_„,lll .,f      ,...».. ,^11.  ■    ..nft    il    r.,.th.ir    onno.,,.,.    tl..,!    *;    .)Qa  mm   hiich. 


:  lo  the  United  Kidgdom  live  or  six  millions  ol 
bushels,  and  thus  supply  at  least  one-third  of  her  de- 
ficiency. Under  these  tircumstaiici'S,  it  is  not  pro- 
bable that  her  demand  for  foreign  gram  will  maieri- 
ally  increase.  Her  own  .supply  will  increase  with  her 
demand.  The  means  of  Ihe  mass  of  her  people  arc 
limiled;  and  wc  cannot  expect  that,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, she  will  lake  a  quantity  of  foreign  gfain 
much,  if  any,  larger  Ihan  she  does  at  present. 

But  suppose  that  her  demand  increases,  where 
will  she  obtain  her  siipph?  Where  has  she  obtain- 
ed it  in  vears  past?  In  1841,  ltl42,  and  1843,  whuii 
^Sing  IS,- 


nnualli;  and  it  fuither  appears  that  7,298,000  bush 
els  of  rye.  6,820,500  bushels  of  barley,  and  6,445, 
700  bushels  of  uals  could  be  supplied.  In  this  list  is 
not  nuluiled  Riga,  Rotterdam,  Antwerp,  and  several 
other  important  porls  for  the  corn  trade.  In  answer 
to  Ihe  inquiry  whether  the  quantity  could  he  in- 
creased'il  there  were  ,i  steady  Uemand  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  consul  at  St,  Petersburgh  8a)s:  "i'liere  are 
extensivi  tracts  of  land  in  the  provinces  that  now  sup 
ply  St.  Pekrr-burgh,  which  would  no  doubt  be  brought 
into  rullivation  were  a  steady  and  ceiiain  market  for 
wheat  opened  in  this  place.  In  years  of  ^ibundanee 
the  quantity  which  could  be  exported  would  he  thre 
tunes  as  great  as  is  slated  in  the  lablo."    From  Rig; 


she    made    her    largest  iinportalioi 

300,000  bushels,  or  about  54,000,000  for  three  years 

her  supply    was  obtained  Irom  the  following  nations  |  ihe  consul   writes:  "When    the    foreign   dcmandis 

in  the  proportion:  1  'ery  urgent,  the  distant  provinces  of  Smolensk,  Ka- 


luga, and  Orel  send  supplies  to  Riga.  The  principal 
wheat  districts  are  loo  remote  from  the  ports  to  en- 
able the  farmers  to  get  their  corps  to  the  market 
sufficiently  early  for  exportation  the  same  year;  and, 
therefore,  they  cannot  profit  so  decidedly  by  the  oc- 
currence of  a  bad  harvest  in  England  as  those  in  the 
neighborhood  of  some  other  of  the  Baltic  ports." — 
From  Memel  the  reply  is:  'In  four  or  five  years, 
about  a  fourth  more  of  grain  will  be  cullivated." — 
From  Warsaw  the  answer  is,  "that  the  qnanlity  of 
wheat  grown  in  Poland  has  increased  considerably 
for  the  last  six  years,  and  the  production  might  no 
doubt  be  further  gradually  increased  if  there  were  a 
steady  demand  for  foreign  corn  in  England."  The 
consul  from  Elsinorc  reports  as  follows:  "In  case  of 
a  steady  and  regular  demand  in  England  for  foreign 
corn,  the  quantity  produced  in  Denmark,  would 
without  difficulty,  and  in  a  short  space  of  time  be 
materially  i'lcreoscrf." 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  nations  upon  the  Baltic 
can,  in  addition  to  the  seventeen  or  eighteen  milliona 
of  bushels  of  wheal  set  down  in  the  table,  contri- 
bute a  still  further  supply.  One  of  the  great  diffi- 
culties under  which  the  north  of  Europe  has  labor- 
ed is  the  want  of  communication  with  the  Baltic. — 
The  consuls,  in  their  statements,  frequently  allude 
to  the  fact  that  large  sections  of  wheat  lands  in  the 
interior  are  neglected  for  the  want  of  cheap  and 
ready  communication  with  the  seaports.  But  this 
difficulty  is  fast  being  removed.  The  numerous  plana 
for  railroads  which  have  been  adopted  in  Russia, 
Germany,  and  all  the  northern  and  interior  states, 
will  bring  large  quantities  of  wheat  lands  into 
cultivation,  and  so  enables  them  to  supply  a  still 
larger  amount  of  grain,  should  the  English  market 
require  it. 

It  also  appears  by  returns  made  to  parliament  that 
the  English  East  India  possessions  supply  a  portion 
of  her  breadstuff.  In  1349  they  sent  to  England  170,- 
000  bushels  of  wheat,  and  as  the  business  intercourse 
increases  the  supplies  will  increase. 

From  this  glance  at  the  subject  it  appears  that  the 
whole  demand  of  the  English  market  could  be  sup- 
plied, and  more  than  supplied,  from  the  eastern  con- 
linent.  If  the  United  Stales  should  withhold  every 
bushel,  there  would,  in  ordinary  cases,  be  no  lack  of 
grain  for  the  English  market.  But  we  are  told  that 
the  repeal  of  the  English  corn  laws  would  increase 
the  consumption,  and  hence  a  larger  quantity  would 
be  required  in  that  market.  As  a  general  rule  a 
reduction  of  price  will  increase  the  consumption  of 
an  article,  and  this  principle  will  apply  to  the  sub- 
ject before  us  as  well  as  to  any  other.  But  itiU 
there  are  causes  which  will,  in  my  estimation,  tend 
to  counteract  this  effect.  If  the  price  of  wheat  is 
rednced  in  Great  Britain,  as  her  dependence  is  main- 
ly upon  her  own  crops,  it  will  tend  to  reduce  the 
price  of  labor,  and  hence  diminish  the  ability  of 
the  laboring  classes  to  purchase.  This  may  ope- 
rate to  the  full  amount  of  the  reduction,  and  so  pre- 
vent any  increased  consumption.  Any  thing  which 
promotes  general  prosperity  will  increase  the  ability 
of  the  people  to  purchase,  and  whatever  paralyzes 
business  necessarily  produces  a  diminished  con- 
sumption. The  price  of  wheat  depends  upon  manj 
causes  other  than  the  operation  of  enactments.  la 
1842  Sir  Robert  Peel  adopted  an  important  change 
in  the  corn  laws  of  the  kingdom,  a  change  by  which 
the  duties  were  reduced  at  once  about  one-half. — 
This  law  took  efiect  in  April,  1642,  and  yet  in  the 
first  entire  year  after  this  change  had  taken  place, 
(viz.  in  1843.)  the  import  of  wheat  fell  off  more 
than  one-half,  the  import  of  1843  being  only  9,540,- 
000  bushels,  while  the  average  importation  for  the 
three  years  preceding  this  change  of  Ihe  law  was 
20,692,000  bushels.  I  do  not  suppose  that  this  fall- 
ing oB'  in  1643  was  produced  by  the  reduction  of 
duties,  but  this  example  clearly  shows  that  the 
quantity  of  foreign  grain  consumed  in  Great  Bri- 
tain is  controlled  by  laws  more  efficient  than  the  corn 
laws.  Judging  from  this  experiment,  we  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  opeuinf;  of  her  purls  would 
have  any  considerable  effect  upon  the  demand  for 
foreign  grain. 

I  have,  1  trust,  clearly  shown  that  the  eastern  con- 
tinent has  the  physical  ability  of  supplying  the  Eng- 
lish market  with  breadslufts.  And  what  is  their 
financial  ability?  Can  the  nations  upon  the  Baltic 
allbrd  their  grain  in  the  English  market  as  low  as 
the  United  Slates?  This  is  Ihe  great  question  to  be 
decided.  1  have  taken  pains  to  satisfy  myself  upon 
Ihis  subject,  and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
lliry  can  undersell  us  in  that  market.  In  the  first 
place,  we  see  Ihat  they  do  so  at  present,  when  the 
corn  laws  operate  equally  upon  them  and  upon 
us.  So  long  as  the  laws  are  equally  applicable  to 
them  and  us,  it  matters  not  whether  Ihe  duty  is  high 
or  low,  or  whether  there  is  any  duty  al  all.  1  say  that 
they  undersell  us  now,  as  appears  by  the  fact  that 
they  supply  fourteen  times  as  much  as  the  U.  States. 
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The  following  table  will  show  the  prices  of  whesl 
per  bushel  in  the  primtipal  marts  of  trade  on  the  con- 
tinent, from  1830  to  1843,  inclusive: 
Years.      Danlzie    Hamlnirg.  Am'dnm.   Ant'pt.  Oddessa. 
81  07  93         |1   13 

1   IS        1   19  1   15 

93  90  1  10 


1330 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 

Average 


95 

1  07 

9U 

55 

50 

68 

70 

99 

1  43 

1  37 

1  48 

1  45 

95 

76 

98 


Here  we  have  the  prices  of  wheat,  at  five  great 
marls  ol"  the  wheal  trade,  fur  fourteen  years,  show- 
ing a  general  average  of  88  cents  per  bushel. 

The  prices  at  our  seaports  during  Ihe  same  period 
run  as  follows: 

$1  83 
1  54 


la  1830 

$1  15 

In  1837 

1831 

1  18 

1838 

1832 

1  16 

1839 

1833 

1  13 

1840 

1834 

1  08 

1841 

1835 

1  19 

1842 

1836 

1  44 

1343 

that  it  is  a  precarious   b^isiness,  and   one    in   which 
much  more  hn-:  juen  lost  than  made. 

Bui  gentleineti  5eem  to  suppose  that  the  repeal  of 
the  corn  laivs  will  cjive  a  new   iiapulsa  to  this  trade. 
But  how  is  this.     On  what    prinni(jlo,   I  demanl,  do 
they  base  their  calculations.     If  these   laws  are  mo. 
62  I  ditied  or  repealed  it   will   be  done  by  a  gener^il  law, 
61    applicable   alike    to   all   nations.     The  present  law 
77  I  imposes  no  more  duty  upon  wheat    from  the  United 
57  I  States   than    upon    the    wheal   of  the  Baltic.     Sup- 
52  I  pose  those  duties  are  redui-ed  one-half,  or    annulled 
entirely,  the  north  of  Europe    will   enjoy  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  these   changes   as   well   as   we.      The 
scarcity  of  grain  in    Europe,   ihe   partial   failure  of 
the  wheat  crop,  and  the  disease  among  the  potatoes, 
enable  us  at  the  present  time  to  send    forth   an  unu- 
sual quantity.  But  il  is  unsafe  to  reason  Irocn  a  single 
year.     In  1837,  as  we  have  already  seen,  we  import- 
ed 4,000,000  bushels  of  wheat  in  the  United  Slates; 
and,  were  we  to  reason  from  that  year  wc  should  bo 
compelled  lo  admit  that  we  could  not  raise  our  own 
breadstuff.     If  we  would   reason  correctly   on    sub 
jeets   such    as   this   we  must    lake 
years     into    the    account:  and,    if  we    do   this,    we 
shall,  I  think,  at  once  perceive  that  a  modification  of 
the  English  corn  laws  would  not  benefit  us  at  all. 
We  have  had  practical  illustration  of  this  princi- 
1  42  !  pie.     As  1  have  before  said,  the  modifioalioti  of  the 
1   10  1  English  corn  laws  in  1342    did    not  increase  the  de- 
1  03  I  niand  for  grain  in  Great   Britain;  on    the   contrary, 
1   16    in  the  first  entire  year  after   the  reduction,  the    im- 
1  00    portation  into  Great  Britain   fell  off  more  than  one- 


The  general  average  of  the  aforenamed  prices  is  half.  And  how  was  il  with  our  export  to  that 
$1  25,  being  37  cents  more  than  the  average  per  j  ket.'  The  reduction  in  1842  was  about  equal  to 
bushel  at  the  aforementioned  purls  on  the  Black  Sea  i  the  whole  of  the  present  duly;  and  Sir  Robert 
and  Baltic.  This  shows  demonstratively  that,  in  |  Peel  does  not  propose  lo  take  off  all  the  duty 
the  first  cost  of  the  grain,  we  are  not  able  lo  come  |  at  present.  If  the  proposed  reduction  is  to  ope- 
into  competition  with  our  transatlantic  wheat  !  rate  so  mucli  in  our  favor,  we  may  expect  to  find 
growers.  And  how  is  il  with  reference  lo  freight?  ]  that  the  greater  reduction  in  1842  proved  a  great 
By  oflicial  documents  laid  before  parliament  il  ap-  blessing  lo  the  United  Stales.  And  how  was  il  with 
pears  thai  the  freight  on  the  highest  calculation,  can- 1  that  modification. 

rot  exceed,  on  an  average,  13  cents  per  bushel.  By  i  1  will  tell  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  The  reduction 
the  reports  of  the  Hon.  .Mr.  Ellsworth  commissioner  '  took  place  in  April,  1842,  and,  falling  in  the  midst 
of  patents,  laid  before  congress  in  1843,  where  he  ;  of  the  commercial  year,  I  have  no  means  of  deter- 
examines  this  subject  somewhat  minutely,  it  ap  I  mining  its  eti'ect  upon  our  exports  for  that  year;  1 
pears  that  the  average  freight  from  New  York  to  will,  therefore,  throw  that  year  out  of  the  account, 
Liverpool  is  35  or  36  cents  per  cwl.  We  cannot  esti-  |  and  lake  the  two  years  preceding  and  the  two  sue 
mate  less  than  50  pounds  per  bushel;  and  hence  the  I  ceeding  1842.  In  the  two  preceding,  viz:  1840  and 
freight  must  amount  lo  17  or  18  cents  per  bushel. —  1841,  we  exported  to  Great  Britain  an  average  of 
The  difference  in  the  freight  and  first  cost  would  !  2,390,000  bushels  a  year;  but,  in  the  two  succeed 
make  a  balance  against  us  of  41  cents  per  bushel. —  I  iug,  viz:  1843  and  1844,  we  exported  only  an  ave- 
But,  as  the  year  1837  was  one  of  uncommonly  high  j  rage  of  464,800  bushels  a  year.  But,  sir,  as  I  wish 
prices  in  this  country,  I  will  omit  that  year  in  my  to  do  perfect  justice  to  the  subject,  I  readily  admit 
estimate,  which  we  reduce  this  balance  down  lo  I  that,  by  a  change  in  our  commercial  year,  the  year 
about  36  cents;  and  from  this  I  will  deduct,  for  the  1 1843  consisted  of  only  nine  months;  I  wish,  there- 
difference  of  exchange,  10  cents,  which  will  bring  fore,  to  add  to  il  anoiher  quarter,  so  as  to  make  it 
the  difference  down  to  26  cents  per  bushel.  \  of  the  usual  length.     But,  if  we  add  one-third  to  the 


wo  have  sent  so  much  to  England  through  Canada 
is  equally  obvious.  Our  wheat  which  goes  into 
tyanada  is,  afier  being  manufactured  into  Hour,  ad- 
unlti'd  into  Great  Britain  on  the  colonial  duty, 
which  is  much  less  than  her  duty  on  wheat  or  flour 
direct  from  this  country.  I  have  examined  the  Eng- 
lish tables  of  actual  duties  paid  during  each  week 
of  1843,  and  1  find  the  mean  dilference  between  the 
duty  actually  paid  on  colonial  and  foreign  wheal  to 
be  fourteen  shillings  the  quarter,  or  thirty-three 
cents  the  bushel.  All  Ihe  wheat,  therefore,  which 
we  send  through  Canada,  is  admitted  inlo  the  Eng- 
lish market  on  terms  more  favorable  by  thirly- 
thrcc  cents  a  bushel,  than  the  wheat  winch  we 
we  send  direct.  From  this,  however,  wo  must 
take  the  Canadian  duty  of  the  average  of  eight  cenU 
per  bush,  which  reduces  the  sum  to  Iwenly-Gve  cents. 
Now  this  advantage  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
bushel,  this  monopoly  of  the  colonial  trade  which  we 
eiijov,and  of  which  the  north  of  Europe  is  deprived  of 
I  what  enables  us  to  send  more  there  Ihan  two-thirds  of 
our  export  of  wheat  to  Great  Britain.  But  repeal  ihe 
succession  of  [corn  laws  of  England,  and  we  are  depriveil  of  this 
monopoly,  and  are  brought  directly  into  competition 
with  the  great  wheat  growing  countries  on  the  Bal- 
tic, whore  the  agricultural  laborers  can  be  obtained 
for  from  eiglil  pence  lo  a  shilling  a  day,  and  board 
themselves.  Are  the  ind.'peiideiit  yeomanry  of  the 
west  prepared  lo  yield  all  the  benefits  o;  the  Canada 
trade,  and  thus  lose  two-thirds  of  the  market  which 
they  now  enjoy.>  Are  they  willing  to  be  brought 
into  competition  with  the  down  trodden  Poles  and 
serfs  of  Russia,  and  so  be  compelled  to  labor  for 
fifteen  or  twenty  cents  per  day?  Would  devotion  to 
party,  or  the  satisfaction  tif  lollowmg  out  the  delu- 
sive theory  of  free  trade,  reconcile  them  to  a  condi- 
tion so  degraded'  If  they  possess  the  independent 
spirit  of  freemen — if  Ihey  are  Americans — Ihoy  will 
spurn  such  an  idea. 

But  iMr.  Secretary  Walker,  whose  devotion  to 
British  interests  has  been  com[)limeiiled  in  that  coun- 
try by  the  publication  of  his  report,  would  have  us 
understand  that  the  opening  of  the  British  ports  to 
our  grain  would  be  a  great  blessing  to  this  country. 
But  on  what  principle  does  he  found  his  theory? — 
What  facts  does  he  addue.e  to  sustain  his  position' — 
None  whatever.  He  asks  us  to  believe,  but  furnishes 
us  with  no  evidence  lo  sustain  our  faith,  [n  thii 
respect  he  deals  less  fairly  Willi  us  than  Lord  Ash- 
burton  himself.  At  a  meeting  at  Wiuciiesier,  Janu- 
ary 19,  1846,  Lord  Ashburton,  when  speaking  on 
this  very  subject,  said  that  "protection  had  existed 
in  England  from  the  days  of  the  Planlagenets,  whilst 
the  whole  line  of  country  opposite  to  us  on  the  con- 
tinent— France,  Belgium,  Holland,  and  Prussia — 
indeed  almost  every  country  in  the  world — monar- 
chial  Europe   as  well  as    republican    America — had 


of  the  usual  length      _     , 
The  English  consul,  writing   from   Odessa,  at  the  '  imporls  of  that  year,  so  as  lo  make  up  four  quarters  j  Us  protective  laws  and   regulations."     -It  was  clear 
close  of  1842,  says:     -Under  present  circumstances,  I  or  '""'"^  mouths,  we  shall   have  even  then  an  ave-  |  that,  in  'he  event  of  a  recurrence  of  d.fliculties  her 
extraordinary  low  freight  and  favorable  exchange,  a    rage  for  the   two   years    of  only    476,700  bushels  a  |  (America's)  first  step    vvoiild   be   agam    to  shut  her 


shipment  of  the  best  wheal  could   now  be  made  and 
delivered  in  England  on  the  following  terms,  viz: 

s.  d. 
First  cost  22  6  per  quarter. 

Charge  of  loading  2  5  do. 

Freight  6  7         do. 

Insurance  and  factorage  in  England  4  0         do. 


year,  which  is  in  fact  less  than  one  Huh  of  the  ave  ports  against  us— m  which  case  the  supply  from 
rage  export  of  the  two  years  preceding  the  modili-  ]  America  would  undoubtedly  fail  us.  But  the  supply 
cation  of  the  English  corn  laws.  1  amnot  superfi- 1  must  not  be  expected  /rom  .iJ/nciini;  and  we  could 
cial  enough  to  ascribe  this  falling  off  of  our  export  |  not  have  a  belter  proof  of  this  than  the  fad  Ihat  at 
of  wheal  to  the  reduction  of  the  British  duties;  but  i  ('iis7iioiiif)i(  ,'hnerican  corn  could  come  here  from  Ca- 
the  case  before  us  shows  inconlestably  that  our  ,  nuda  al  a  liiili/ "//our  skillings;  and  yel,  if  the  relmnt 
wheat  trade  with  England  is  governed  by  laws  more  j  were  examined.  U  would  be  found  that  niiieteulhs  of  the 


Total 


35  6 


do.'' 


■tficient,  more  controlling   than    any  rate  of  duty.- 
Is    il    not,    then    perfectly    preposterous    to 


This  reduced  to  our  currency  would  amount  10  97  1 'ain  """  "le  Parl'a'  reduction  or  prospective  re- 
cents  per  bushel  delivered  in  England.  And  in  1843  :  P"^'  "'  ">«  Br'H^h  duly  upon  wheal  will  of  necessi- 
there  was  a  still  further  reduction;  so  that  wheat  i  'J  «"^'^'«  "^  '"  ^'="^  """■«  "f  °"<^  breadstuff  to  that 
from  the  Baltic  could  be  delivered  in  England  with-    kmgdoni. 


out  duly  at  87  cents,  and  from  the  Blaek  Sea  at  78 
or  80  cents  per  bushel — a  price  much  less  than  our 
wheal  could  be  purchased  at  in  our  own  ports. 

This,  as  It  appears  to  me,  is  a  just  and  lair  view 
of  the  subject.  Bui  il  may  be  said  that  I  have 
proved  loo  much.  And  if  the  argument  be  sound, 
we  cannot  send  any  grain  to  Great  Britain.  But 
every  practical  man  knows,  that,  between  two  great 
commercial  nations,  an  article  will  be  exported  from 
one  to  the  other,  when  the  prices  in  the  two  coun- 
tries seem  lo  forbid.  The  wheat  that  we  have  sent 
direct  lo  Great  Britain  is,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
the  result  of  accidental  causes.  A  merchant  is  in- 
debted abroad,  and  must  send  forth  something  to 
i  discharge  his  debt,  and,  not  being  able  to  meet  the 
j  demand  in  specie,  he  sends  forth  a  quantity  of  flour. 
Or,  k  Tessel  is  going  out  with  a  full  cargo,  and  will 
j  take  gain  lor  a  mere  trifle.  Or,  a  speculator  has  a 
large  amount  of  flour  on  hand.  boUi^ht  perhaps  on 
SIX  months,  and  is  obliged  to  send  it  out  at  a  sacri- 
fice.    Our  grain  goes  lo  England  mainly  in  the  shapi 


But,  sir,  Ihough  no  intelligent  gentleman  can,  I 
think,  see  any  just  cause  for  believing  that  we  shall 
gain  materially  in  the  direct  trade,  it  must  be  per 
fectly  obvious  that  we  shall  lose  in  an  indirect  trade 
with  Great  Britain.     Our  best,  and  in  fact  our  prin 


foreign  corn  in  England  was  from  the  liatlic,  thotigh  the 
duty  on  the  corn  from  its  shores  was  fifteen  shillings  a 
quarter.  This  was  entirely  owing  lo  the  low  price  of 
labor  in  Ihe  north  of  Europe." 

Here  Lord  Ashburton,  more  frank  than  the  Ame- 
rican secretary,  admits  that  the  United  Stales  would 
not  derive  any  benefit  from  the  prop.ised  change  in 
the  laws.  Speaking  on  this  subject  in  parliament, 
on  the  29th  of  January,  Lord  Ashburton  said:  "The 
British  farmer  must  not  have  his  hands  tied  behind 
him.     Did  he  meet   Ibe  foreigner  on  equal  terms? — 


cipal  trade  with  ihe  mother  country  in  the  article  in  '■  The  lariiicr  on  the  shores  of  the  Baluc  had  his  la- 
question  has  been  through  Canada.  For  the  last  |  bor  at  six  pence  a  day  to  compete  with  the  farmer 
seven  years  we  have  sent  into  Canada  12,586,802  I  of  this  country,  (England,;  with  his  labor  at  two 
bushels  of  wheal,  while  our  direct  trade  lo  England  shillings  a  day.  li  required  no  skill  in  poliucal  eco- 
at  the  same  lime  has  amounted  to  only  7.764,588  nomy  lo  discover  that  these  Iwo  parlies  did  not  meet 
bushels,  being  sixty-lwo    per    cent,  more  to  Canada  |  on  equal  terms." 

than  lo  England.  Or,  if  we  take  the  last  three  years  These  remarks  in  parliament  would  apply  wilh  ad- 
we  have  sent  into  Canada  6,325,607  bushels,  and  into  Iditional  force  in  congress,  lithe  British  faimer, 
England  2,097, .'iOS  bushels,  being  more  than  three  i  whose  labor  costs  him  two  shillii  gs  a  day,  cannot 
limes  as  much  i..io  Cana.la  as  into  England.  Here  ]  compete  with  the  farmer  on  the  Baltic,  whose  labor 
are  facts  which  no  snecul-jiions  can  bend— which  no  i  costs  him  six  pence,  how  can  the  farmer  in  the  Unit- 
theories  can  annul.  i  ed  Stales,  whose  labor  is  worth  four  sliillings  a  day, 
The  questions  which  now  present  themselves  for  j  compete  with  the  cheap  labor  of  the  Baltic?  Lord 
our  consideration  are  these:  Why  have  we  sent  so  i  Ashburton  w.,rns  the  people  ol  England  oi  their  dao- 
l  little  to  England  direct?  And  ivhy  so  much  to  Eng-  I  ger,  but  the  advocate  of  British  interests  ill  Ihiscoun- 
j  land  through  Canada?  The  answer  lo  each  of  these  I  try  would  lead  us  blindly  inlo  the  very  jaws  of  this 
-.  of  flour,  by'  which  a  saving  of  10  or' 15  per  cent,  queslions  is  obvious.  In  our  direct  trade  we  come  ,  ruinous  competition. 
Hi  over  the  export  of  wheat  is  realized.  These  are '  in  competition  with  the  north  of  Europe,  and  the  |  But,  sir,  this  is  not  all.  The  very  policy  which 
0  thecauses,  more  than  any  thing  else,  which  enables  I  low  price  of  labor  enables  them  to  undersell  us  in  would  destroy  the  most  important  branch  o  our 
k.  us  to  supply  the  English  market  to  ihe  small  extent  i  the  English  market.  This  is  the  reason,  and  the  ;  wheal  trade,  viz:  that  through  Canada,  wouhi,  at 
il  I  we  now  do.  Ask  our  merchants  who  have  had  expe  i  only  satisfactory  reason,  why  our  direct  trade  with  the  same  lime,  greatly  impair  our  market  at  home, 
il  t  nence  in  this  trade,  and  they  will  generally  tell  you  1  England   has  been  so  small.     And   the  reason  why  I  The  best  and  the  surest  market  for  the  wheat  grow- 
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er  13  found  in  the  manufacturing  districts  m  our 
country.  This  home  market  is  near  at  hand,  is  not 
disturbed  by  ruinous  foreign  competiUon,  is  not  sub- 
ject to  that  fluctuation  which  has  ever  character 
ized  the  British  marljet,  and  is,  in  fact,  the  priRCipal 
maiketforour  breadsluH'.  With  our  present  pro- 
teciive  policy,  this  market  is  constantly  increasing. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  has  justly  said  that  the  revenue  and 
the  demand,  and  the  price  of  labor  and  all  commo- 
dities, seemed  to  depend  upon  the  general  prosperi- 
ty of  the  country  more  than  upon  any  particular  le- 
gislation. Our  present  policy  tends  to  produce  that 
general  prosperity,  and  su  creates  a  demand  for  the 
agricultural  products  of  the  United  States.  1  he 
demand  for  wheat  in  this  country  is  constantly  in- 
creasing. Thousands  who,  ten  years  ago,  made  rye 
and  Indian  corn  their  principal  breadsiult,  now 
consume  a  large  quantity  of  wheal.  The  state 
of  Massachusetts  alone  consumes  about  three  times 
as  much  wheat,  the  growth  of  other  states,  as 
we  send  to  England  direct,  and  the  New  England 
slates  more  than  our  entire  export  to  all  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

Lest  this  position  should   be  thought  extravagant, 
let  me  present  in    as  brief  a  manner  as  1  may,  some 
of  the  facts  on  which  this  calculation  is  based.  The 
present   population  of  Massachusetts  may  safely  be 
estimated  at  815, UUU.     More  tlian  half  ofour  entire 
population  are  engaged  in  other  callings   than  agri- 
culture; and  to  tho-^e  thus    employed  1  give  one  bar- 
rel .>f  flour,  or   live  bushels   of  wheal   per  head.— 
This  estimate  cannot  be   considered  extravagant.— 
Those   engaged   directly  or   indirectly    in  manufac- 
tures and  the  mechanic  arts,  in  trade  and  commerce 
in  all  lis  varities,  in    navigation    in  all    its  forms,  in 
the  fisheries,  of  all  kinds,  and  those  employed  in  the 
learned  professions  and  as  teachers — these  with  their 
lainilies  and  dependents,  would    constitute    at    least 
420.000  of  our    population,    and    would    consume  a 
barielol  flour   per   head.     The   other  395,000  em- 
ployed in  agriculture  may    be  assumed    to  consume 
a  half  barrel  per  head,  which  will  give  197,000  bar- 
rels—making  a    total  of  617,000  barrels  ol  flour  — 
Flour  is  also  used  in  considerable  quantities  in  man- 
ufactures.     These    is   used    in    Lowell    alone,    for 
starch  and  sizmg,  at  least   4,000   barrels   annually, 
which  may  be  considered  as  one  fourth  of  the  amount 
consumed  in  the  state  for  like  purposes.     The  quan- 
tity   thus   consumed,  when   added    to   that   used  as 
breadstuff,  would  make  the  entire  consumption  C33,- 
000  barrels,  or  3,165,000   bushels.     This  estimate  is 
fully  sustained  by  the  imports  into  the  state.    There 
was  brought  into  Boston,  in  1845,  730,138  barrels  of 
flour;  and,  although  one  half  of  this  nay  have  been 
reshipped  or  sent    to  Maine    and    New    Hampshire, 
the    flour  brought   into   Salem,  New  Bebford,  Fall 
River,  and  other   smaller   ports,  and  by  the  several 
railroads,  will   make  up   the  deficiency.     The  rail- 
road Irom  Albany  to  Boston  in  1844  distributed  willi- 
in  the    interior  of  the   state,  of  flour    brought  from 
Albany,  144,754  barrels.     There   was    also   brought 
into    Boston,  from   other   status,  in    1345,2,371,4  16 
bushels  ot    Indian    corn,   548,583   bust.eU  ,ji   oats, 
24,184  bushels  of  rye,  and  65,530  bushels  ol  shorts. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  tliis  was  consumed  in  the  state, 
and  large  quantities  of  the  same  kinds  of  grain  were 
brought  into  the  state  at  other  points. 

I  have  no  means  of  knowing  the  amount  consumed 
in  the  other  Neu  England  states,  but,  as  their  popu- 
lation is  about  1,600,000,  it  will  be  sale  to  give 
them,  upon  an  average,  three  bushels  per  head, 
■which  will  make  a  consumption  of  4,800,000  bush- 
els a  year.  This  added  to  the  consumption  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, will  give  a  total  of  7,965  000  bushels, 
being  at  least  a  half  a  million  more  than  our  ave- 
rage export  to  all  foreign  nations.  1  have  estimated 
the  consumption  of  the  New  England  slates,  other 
than  Massachusetts,  at  considerably  less  per  head 
than  my  own  state;  because,  with  the  exception  of 
Rhode  Island,  they  are  more  agricultural,  and  be- 
cause they  raise  a  greater  proportion  of  wlieat  from 
their  oivn  soil.  This  estimate  may  not  be  entirely 
accurate,  but  I  am  confident  that  it  cannot  be  far 
from  the  truth. 

But  manufactures  are  not  by  any  means  confined 
to  New  England.  New  York,  New  Jersey,  fenn- 
sjlvania,  and  several  other  slates,  are  deeply  engag- 
ed in  Ihem;  and  all  these  mauulacluring  eslabiish- 
menla  furnish  so  many  markets  fur  the  wheal  grow- 
ers. It  the  repeal  ol  the  corn  laws  should  cut  oil 
our  trade  througli  Canada,  we  should  have  a  surplus 
which  would  reduce  the  p.ice,  and  so  injure  the 
gram  growing  iuierest.  Nay,  if  our  duly  on  foreign 
wheat  were  repealed,  the  eastern  slates  would,  when 
the  crops  arc  good  in  Europe,  receive  a  portion  ol 
tlipir  supply  liom  the  Baltic.  And  i(  our  present 
prolectivo  policy  is  to  be  bjrtered  fur  a  repeal  of 
tl|'«corn  laws,  and  large  quantities  of  British  goods 
are  to  bo  thrown  into  our  market,  it  will  prostrate 
many  of  our  manuluctures,  and  thereby  destroy  tliu 


home  market,  which  the  grain  growers  now  enjoy. 
Let  our  present  policy  be  -abandoned,  and  the  surplus 
of  Europe  be  thrown  in  upon  us,  and  the  balance  of 
trade  will  soon  be  turned  against  us;  in  which  case 
our  specie  will  be  sent  abroad,  our  currency  will  be 
deranged,  and  all  the  evils  we  experienced  a  few 
years  since  will  return.  Individual  enterprise  will 
be  paralyzed,  our  imports  will  fall  otf  from  our  ina- 
bility to  purchase,  and  the  government  will  be  bank- 
rupt as  it  was  in  1841  and  1843.  These  are  the  evils 
which  the  proposed  policy  will,  in  my  estimation 
bring  in  its  train. 

But  we  shall  be  told  that  Great  Britain  has  set  us 
a  noble  example,  and  we,  as  a  free  people,  should 
follow  it.  But  what  is  the  example  which  Great 
Britain  has  set.>  She  has  consulted  her  own  inte- 
rest, and  proposes  to  make  such  a  modification  of 
her  policy  as  is,  in  the  estimation  of  her  ministry, 
best  suited  to  her  present  condition  and  the  condition 
of  the  world.  Slie  sees  that  her  corn  laws  have  ex- 
cluded the  wheal  of  Germany  and  Prussia,  and  have 
driven  them  into  manufacturing.  She  sees  that, 
instead  of  being  her  customers,  they  are  beginning 
lo  become  her  competitors  for  the  markets  of  the 
world,  and  she  wishes  to  arrest  their  progress.  She 
sees,  also,  in  the  United  States  a  great  and  powerful 
rival,  and  she  wishes  to  embrace  the  present  oppor- 
tunity to  check  our  growth  and  impair  our  prospe- 
rity. She  regards  the  present  moment  as  peculiar- 
ly favorable  to  strike  the  fatal  blow.  She  beholds 
in  out  chief  magistrate  a  leaning  to  a  compromise 
policy  which  is  well  suited  to  her  condition,  but 
illy  adapted  to  our  own.  She  finds  in  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  an  advocate  of  her  interests,  and  she 
greets  him  with  "well  done,  good  and  faithful  ser- 
vant." 

But  if  gentleman  suppose  that  Great  Britain  has 
any  special  reference  to  the  welfare  of  any  other 
nation,  let  them  undeceive  themselves.  All  her  pro- 
posed changes  have  reference  to  her  own  prosperity. 
She  takes  the  duty  off  from  American  cotton,  not  to 
benefit  our  cotton  growers,  but  to  enable  her  own 
manufactures  to  compete  more  successfully  with  the 
manufacliires  of  this  coontry  for  our  market  and  the 
other  markets  into  which  our  manufactures  have 
found  their  way.  If  she  wishes  lo  promote  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  this  country,  why  does  she  not 
abate  her  twelve  hundred  per  cent,  duty  upon  Ame- 
rican tobacco,  and  suffer  it  to  come  in  at  a  moderate 
rate.'  No  nation  looks  more  carefully  to  her  own 
interests  than  Great  Britain,  and  no  one  legislates 
more  uiiderstandingly.  Her  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures have  been  carried  to  the  highest  point  of 
perlection;  and,  seeing  herself  in  advance  of  the 
nations,  she  now  proposes  free  trade,  with  the  full 
conviction  that  she  will  prove  more  than  a  match 
for  them  in  such  an  unequal  contest.  She  has  built 
herself  up  by  her  navigation  act,  and  other  restric- 
tive measures,  and  now  she  proposes  a  partial  aban- 
donment of  that  policy  and  kindly  invites  other  na- 
tions to  give  up  the  very  policy  which  has  made  her 
what  she  is.  Free  trade  with  such  a  nation  would 
be  like  intercourse  between  HiC  wolf  and  the  lamb, 
ro  the  one  it  might  prove  beneficial,  but  to  the 
other  It  would  be  death.  Free  trade,  in  fact,  never 
can  exist  between  nations  situated  so  differently  as 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  If  both  nations 
should  model  their  revenue  laws  after  the  same 
standard,  the  trade  between  us  would  not  be  "free 
and  equal."  Her  accumulated  capital,  her  low  rate 
of  Interest,  the  cheapness  of  her  labor,  the  advanced 
state  of  her  manufactures,  would  give  her  an  advan- 
tage over  us.  You  must  make  all  things  equal  at 
home  by  equivalents  and  balances,  before  any  two 
nations  can  ha^e  a  system  ot  commercial  intercourse 
which  will  be  slriclly  leciprocal  and  iquuUi/  productive 
of  i/ie  prosperity  of  bulk- 

1  do  not  intend  lo  censure  Great  Biitain  for  the 
new  policy  which  she  proposes.  She  is  the  guardian 
ot  her  own  interests,  and  will  see  that  they  are  well 
protected.  In  fact,  I  consider  her  example  as  wor 
thy  of  our  imitation.  She  conforms  to  her  condi- 
tion, and  it  becomes  us  to  conform  to  ours.  The 
cheapness  of  capital  and  the  low  price  of  labor  in 
that  kingdom  are  the  great  characteristics,  so  far  as 
this  question  is  concerned;  and,  in  order  to  meet  her 
on  equal  ground,  our  independent  laborers  must  con- 
sent to  come  down  to  the  low  standard  of  the  half- 
starved  labor  of  England.  They  must  be  content 
I  to  labor  for  from  thirty  to  litty  cents  per  day  and 
board  themselves.  But  are  they  willing  to  do  it?— 
Will  the  free-born  citizens  of  America  consent  to 
degradation  like  this?  .1  trust  they  will  not,.  The 
glory  of  our  country  consists  in  the  fact  that  here 
"the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire."  The  great  mass 
of  our  people  are  born  to  no  other  inheritance  than 
the  privilege  which  our  country  holds  out  to  every 
industrious  man  of  obtaining  a  comfortable  living  by 
the  fruit  of  his  own  toil;  and  he  is  a  freeman,  in- 
deed, who  is  born    to  such  a    patrimony.      I'hu  con- 


sciousness that  he  can  sustain  himself  by  his  own 
hands,  and  that  well  directed  industry  will  enable 
him  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  his  family 
and  the  education  of  his  children,  more  than  any 
thing  else,  gives  character  to  an  American,  and ' 
makes  him  what  he  was  designed  to  be  by  his  Crea- , 
tor — a  man. 

But  if  we  are  to  adopt  the  principle  of  free  trade, 
the  manly  and  independent  character  of  our  laborers 
must  be  given  up;  and  they  must  content  themselves 
with  dragging  out  a  miserable  existence    in    poverty 
and  wretchedness.     This,  after   all,  is  the  great  ob- 
jection to  the  policy  which    has  been  recommendetf-,; 
The  rich  man  needs  no  sympathy.     His  wealth  wili' 
give  him  consequence  in  any  state  of  society;  and  si 
change,  such  as  free  trade  will  bring  upon  us,  would 
increase  the  relative    value  of  his  treasures.     Bring 
the  laborer  down    to   the    English   standard,  reduce 
his  wages  to  the  low  level  of  the  old  world,  and  you 
put  him  completely  into  the  power  of  the  capitalists 
of  the  country.     Such  a  change  would  break  up  our 
small  manufacturing  establishments,  and  turn  many 
an  honest  laborer  out   of  employ.     But   the  Lowell 
manufactories  would  go  on;  the  price  of  labor  would 
be    reduced;    and,    having    no    competition,     these 
wealthy  establishments  would  continue  to  make  fair 
dividends.     The  south  and    west   would  suffer  most. 
Their  infant  manufactures  would    be  prostrated;  but 
the  older  and   more  skilful    establishments    of  New 
England  would  survive.     Their   currency  would  be 
deranged,  but  the  accumulated  wealth  in  the  eastern 
states  would  supply  thein    with  a  sound   circulating 
medium.     Born  to  toil,  the  hardy  sons  of  New  Eng- 
land would  put  forth    their   energy    and    enterprise; 
and  by  that   industry  and    frugality    which  they  are 
distinguished,  they  would  obtain  a  comfortable  live- 
lihood; they  would  have  "bread  enough  and  to  spare," 
while  their  brethren,  in  some  other   sections  of  the 
country,  "would  perish  with   hunger."     New    Eng- 
land desires  no  change.     She  believes  that  our  pre- 
sent policy    IS   best   adapted    to  the  interests  of  the 
whole  country.     Being  laborers  ourselves,  our  sym- 
pathies are  with  those    who   eat   their   bread  in  the 
sweat   ol  their   brows.     We   adhere  to  our  present 
policy,  because  the  interest  of  labor  requires  it;  be- 
cause a  change  would  fall  heaviest   upon  those   who 
have   no   capital    but   their   own    hands.     But   if  a 
change  must   co  ne — if  the    prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try must  be  stricken  down,  the  sons  of  the  Pilgrims, 
enured  to  toil  and  familiar  with  hardships,  will  turn 
their  attention  to  their  ice  and  their  graniie,  and  con- 
vert Ihem  into  bread.     If  fully  must    prevail    in  our 
national  councils,  and  the  storm  of  adversity  ensues, 
tliey  will  endeavor  to  brave  the  tempest;  and,  though 
they  have  no  desire  to    "ride  upon    the  whirlwind," 
they  will,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  so  "direct  the  storm" 
that  its  pitiless  (lellings   may    fall   upon  other  headi 
than  their  own. 
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Stales. 

-Vo.  1*1. 

'fcm'ge. 

No.  ves 

Maine, 

HO 

31,106 

96 

New  Hampshire 

5 

2,501 

3 

MassachusciiS 

If) 

35,962 

43 

Rhode  Island 

S 

1,621 

7 

2-2 

2,60S 

New  York 

230 

29  3-13 

Ibl 

New  Jersey 

64 

4,4(55 

21 

t'eniisvlvanin 

nd 

15,819 

141 

Delaware 

y 

670 

Maryland 

6ti 

7,237 

55 

Disi.  of  Columbi 

I       1.-. 

416 

VirKinia 

It 

2,057 

10 

Norili  Carolina 

11 

860 

12 

South  Carolina 

2 

102 

' 

Geortjia 

Florida 

4 

267 

1 

1 

60 

14 

627 

15 

Tennessee 

1 

142 

2 

Kentucky 

26 

5,6S1 

35 

Ohio 

56 

11,600 

40 

Michigan 

.37 

Ship  buildino  in  the  UnitiD  States.  The  Wash- 
ington teller  of  tlie  N.  Y.  Eveniiif:  Gazelle  has  the  fol- 
l.jwin«  table  staiiny  ihe  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels 
built  ill  Ilie  UintedSlates  for  iIil-  year  eiidnig  '^epl.  30ih, 
iaj4,  and  September  30,h,  1S45.  We  strike  off  the  frac- 
tional tonnage  and  give  it  lo  round  numbers,  at  the  same 
umc  remarking  thai  tthio  uu-1i«1b3  steamers  built  on  the 
Ohio  river  as  well  asoihei  vessels  put  in  commission  on 
ilic  lakes,  and  that  the  district  ot  Michigan  embraces 
every  thing  beyond  Ihe  Maumee  Bay  westward,  includ- 
ing Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Indiana,  hence  the  large  array  of 
figures  opposite  lliat  state. 

lt,45.  1844. 

Ton'ge. 

20,200 

755 

9,585 

2,814 

2,914 

21,519 

1,332 

13,076 

586 

5,418 

851 

718 

537 

5S8 

73 

73 

610 

272 
7.165 
9,493 

3,285 


Total  in  184i.    1,037 
•'  1844,      766 

Increase  in  1845,    270 


766        103,537 
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During  lli^  Viar  ending  30th  June,  1845,  ihere  were 
built  '1  iht  u  11  cd  Slates  103S  vessels,  with  an  aggregate 

of  Hu  OIS  IOI19.     The  increase  of  :ievv  tuunage  in  1S45, 
over  tliat  of  1S44,  is  42,180  lona. 

Ilunois. — Cbnsus.  Below  ive  give  ihe  census  of  this 
stale  for  the  preiicnt  year,  and  also  the  census  for  ISIO. 
The  returns  are  all  in,  says  the  Stale  Register,  except 
from  four  counties-  When  complete,  the  returns  will 
probably  show  nn  increase  of  about  200.000  inhabitants 
since  ISIO;  which  will,  we  think,  be  the  greatest  in- 
crease of  any  stale  in  the  Union. 

Cminties.  1?I5.  1S40  |  Cminlies.  1845. 
lC,0-23  Maeoii*  2,929 
3,i'0e  I  Macoupin  10,092 
6,211  I  McLean*       6,904 


Adams 

Ale.xander* 

Bond 


1.315 
6,21S 

5,.'i08 


Brown 

Bureau 

Calhount 

Carroll 

Cass 

Champaignt 

Chrisiian        2,1SS 

Clark 


1,769 


5,294 


!,622 
5,471 


3.159 
1,650 
1,178 


6.266 
10.049 
1S,013 
6,177 
2,833 


10.496 
3.556 
5033 
8,675 

21  581 
6,337 


Clay 

Clinton 

Coles* 

Cook 

Crawford 

Cumberland  2,8.59 

De  Kalb        4.013 

De  Witt 

Du  Page 

Edgar 

Edwards 

Etfirighara 

Favctte 


3,135 
3,193 
4,807 
4.279 


Franklin 

Fuhon 

GalUiin 

Greene 

Grundy 

Hamilton 

Hancock 

Hardin 

Henderson    3,418 


3.332 
7.194 
9.265 
3,413 
2,561 
7,849 
4  979 
17,161 
11.175 
11.510 
1.314 
5,730 
22,559 
1,802 


McDonogh 

McHenry 

Madison 

Marion 

Marshall 
2,974  j  Marquette 
1,582     Mason 
1,712  I  Massac 
7,654  I  Menard* 
3,283     Mercer 
3,828  I  Montgom'ry  5,603 

9.866     Monroe  

11  0.i5     Moultrie 
4,632  I  Morgan* 

Ogle 

Peoria 

Perrv 

Piatt 

Pike 

Pone 

I'nlaski 

Putnam 

Randolph 

Richland 

R.  Mand 


1840. 
3,233 

7.865 
6.674 
5,358 
3,002 
13.260 
4.S00 
1,840 


4,481 
2,5.12 
4,436 
4,466 


1.744 
3.3S2 
3,615 
8,337 
3.073 
1.736 
6,223 
3,737 
13,592 
11.5US 
10,993 


Henry 

Iriiqiiois 

Jackson 

Ja.'iper 

Jetferson 

Jersey 


2,327 
2,730 
5.038 
2  360 
7,611 
5  659 


Joe  Daviess  12.625 


Johnson 

Kane 

Kendallt 

Kno.^ 

Lake 

La  Salle* 

Lawrence* 

Lee 

Livingston 

Logan 


3,822 
18 


4.275 
10.025 
1.398 

1,261 
1,749 
3,595 
1.415 

5  620 
4.572 

6  494 
3.743 
6,725 


9,680 

8,236 
10.149 

5.669 

3.282 

I  000 

3,9u7 
'Portions  of  these 
tin  these  four  countie: 
not  been  received. 


6  083 

2,492 
16.541 

6,113 
10549 

4.752 

1,037 
15,974     11,842 

4,057      3,874 
1,795 

3,129 

8,866 

3,844 

5.058 


15,444 
3,447 
7,053 
3,222 


2,103 
8,156 


hcou 
Schuyler 
Shelby* 
Stark 
St.  Clair 


2,560 
,ion*  18.697     15.222 
6,162 
7,132 


6.553 
8,581 
6,972 
2,483 
17.348 


Stephenson  6,344 
Tazewell*  7,615 
Union  5.982 

Vermillion  10.235 
Wabash  4  359 
Warren*  6,101 
Washington  5,895 
Wayne  6,497 
White  8,086 

Whitesidet 
Will  10.156 

WiliiatTison  5,780 
Winnebago  7,831 
Woodford      3,288 


6,759 
1,632 
13.310 
2.869 
8.566 
5,296 
8,919 
4,433 
6910 
4.81J9 
5,148 
7.936 
2.4.57 
9,219 
4,349 
4,515 


7,175 
2.905 
10013 
7,061 
1,920 

750  643,482  472,920 

2,363 

ties  have  been  cut  off. 

I,  the  census  for  this  year  has 


CaiNAl  receipts  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  Through 
favor  of  a  friend  we  have  a  copy  of  the  first  report  of 
the  board  of  public  works  ol  Ohio  for  1845,  from  which 
we  shall  make  liberal  extracts  hereafler.  The  move- 
ment of  produce  passing  out  of  the  state  of  Ohio  is  from 
Cleveland  and  her  other  lake  pons,  and  by  means  ot  the 
Miami e.vtetision,  the  Cross-cut  canal  by  way  of  Beaver, 
and  through  Por'smouth  the  southern  terminus  of  ihe 
Ohio  canal.  Whatever  goes  off  by  this  route  to  the 
Ohio  river  is  so  much  of  the  trade  lost  to  us,  and  gained 
by  Pittsburg  or  the  river  business  for  New  Orleans- 

The  general  diminution  of  revenue  upon  the  Ohio  ca- 
nal proves  to  be  what  was  originally  stated,  $83,342  as 
compared  with  1344.  How  the  southern  terminus  of  the 
work  has  done  is  seen  in  ihe  annexed  amount  of  tolls 
received  at  Portsmouth  for  four  seasons: 

1S45-  1844.  1843.         1842. 

Tolls  $25,225       $32,424      §31,691   $35,328 

Tlie  amount  of  leading  articles  arriving  at  Portsmouth 
by  Ihe  canal  for  three  seasons  has  been  as  lollows: 


The  amount  of  tobacco  going  oflf  toward  the  Ohio  by  | 
Portsmouth,  for  a  series  of  years,  has  been  much  greater  j 
than  that  coming  north,  thus: 

1315-  1844.  1343.  1842.  ' 

Tobacco  hhds      204  1,332  863  304    I 

[Buffalo  A'lv 


EXPORTS  FROJI  ST. 


Bacon,  assorted 


Beef 

Bagging 

Bale  rope 

Beeswax 

Beans 

Biiflalo  robes 

Corn 

Flour 

Hides 

Hemp 

Lead 

"     bar 
Lard 

Oats 

Oil,  linseed 

"     castor 

"      lard 
Pork 

"  bulk 
Rye 
Shot 

Skins,  deer 
Seed,  flax 
Tobacco 

"        manuf. 
Tallow 
Wheal 

Wool 


rks 
bbis. 


bis. 
sks. 
bbls. 

bis. 
pigs. 

l.xs. 
bbls. 

kgs. 

sks. 


sks. 
kgs. 
pits, 
trs. 
lihds. 
bxs. 
bbls- 

sks- 
bU. 


LOUIS  F" 

1845. 

7.628 

3,783 

148 

5.321 

8,482 

18876 

1,229 

2,170 

2.716 

23,478 

202799 

50.828 

29.604 

637,033 

1.850 

13.318 

15.691 

8,431 

1,231 
733 

22,330 
203 
1,750 
4,216 
2,687 
1.306 

11,284 
7,332 
1,316 

29,796 

68,643 
1,326 


R  THREE  Y, 
1844. 

14,063 
6,207 
292 
5,684 
4,248 

22,531 
1,576 
1.448 
7,404 

25.191 
130.274 

67,320 

52,654 

553.719 

4,442 

25.127 

36.410 

7,889 

40 

1.458 

3,337 

50  225 
498 
4,183 
3,070 
2,726 
2,103 
9..'il)0 
8,844 
2,213 

16.864 

60,894 
1,084 


EARS 

1843. 

17,676 

1,470 

302 

11,288 
6.007 

15.490 
1,140 
1,327 
8,141 

21.605 
123,977 

38,175 

28,701 

533,762 

2,024 

22,187 

27,790 

7,396 

626 

1,493 

3.493 

35,210 
183 
3,120 
3,393 
1,031 
2.432 

19,730 
7.7.(4 
1,380 

25  694 

48,331 
301 


1345. 

1844. 

1843, 

Flour 

bbls. 

■29.716 

35,338 

23.736 

Pork 

22,963 

62,006 

30,234 

Whisfeey 

9.015 

4,255 

3.473 

Corn 

bus. 

149,440 

100,390 

28,760 

Wheat 

633 

473 

605 

Bolter 

lbs. 

86  630 

52,790 

87,570 

Cheeae 

7.88.010 

609,415 

530.620 

Lard 

2,632,714 

4,030,350 

3,274.065 

Pork.  bulk. 

tns. 

548 

829 

1.475 

Wool 

lbs. 

140,280 

129,916 

38,510 

.\mong  other  commodites  coming  into  the  Ohio  from 
th''  river  at  Portsmouth,   and   a   portion  of  which   must 
have  found  their  way  to  the  lakes,  we  observe   the   sub- 
.,.-.  jjj^.^ 

11,284 
22,436 

82,304 
46,027 


1845, 

1-844. 

Suli 

bbls- 

3,680 

7,120 

Coal 

bn. 

21.175 

25,890 

Wheat 

26,276 

11 

Bacon 

22,920 

3.612 

Furs  and  p 

'Itrv 

20.970 

21,700 

Hemp 

tns. 

235 

75 

Merchandize 

2,949 

2,588 

Tubocco 

hhd 

76 

77 

Manifactube  of  glass  of  THE  United  States. 
From  actual  returns  made  to  Messrs.  M.  &  J.  Swee- 
ney, glass  manufacturers,  at  Wheeling,  and  commu 
nicaled  by  them  in  a  letter  to  bon.  Andrew  Stewart, 
member  of  congress  from   Pennsjivania,  we  gather 
some  important  facts  respecting  the  manufacture  of 
glass  in  the  United  Slates,  and   the  eli'ects  upon  thai 
important  branch  of  industry  from  the  lariH  of  1,S42. 
The  whole  number  of  manufactories  of  flint  glass 
in  the   country    is    19.     The  materials  cotnumed  in 
these  eslanlishmeiits  arc  stated  as  follows: 
1,200,000  bushels  Amer.  Bituminous  coal. 
50,000     "     of  foreign  coal. 
5,500  tons  of  Anthracite  coal. 
8,666  cords  of  wood. 
2,800  bbls.  of  rosin. 
3,555  tons  of  silex  or  fine  sand. 
956   *'     oi  fire  clay. 
970    "     of  iron. 
20,000  lbs-  of  borax. 
3,616.000  Ids.  of  .Missouri  lead. 
2,675,000  lbs.  of  pearl  ash. 
272,000  lbs.  of  saltpetre. 

1,700  tons  of  sttaw. 
475,000  staves. 
270,000  hoopi. 
1,400,000  boards. 

6,500  lbs.  of  manganese. 
22,500  lbs.  arsenic. 
Jj^'JOOiOoO  worth  brass,  Britannia,  and  tin  ware. 

The  cost  of  those  articles  to  the  manufacturers  is 
not  less  than  §800  000.  To  procure  them  requires 
the  employment  of  a  very  large  number  of  men, 
who  consume  and  pay  for  a  vast  quantity  of  agricul- 
tural produce,  thus  direclly  beuehtting  that  portion 
of  our  population  devoted  to  farming.  The  coal  is 
chiefly  obtained  in  Pennsylvania,  the  other  articles 
principally  from  Virginia  and  Ihe  west.  The  ship- 
ping required  to  convey  these  materials  to  tiie  vari- 
ous manufactories  is  estimated  to  equal  the  constant 
employment  of  5,393  Ions.  To  Ibis  must  be  added 
nearly  as  much  more  for  conveying  the  manufactur 
ed  articles  to  the  point  of  consumption — making  in 
all  10,000  tons  of  coastwise,  lake,  river,  and  canal 
tonnage  employed  in  this  comparatively  small  branch 
of  home  industry. 

The  tendency  of  the  larifl'  to  reduce  the  prices  of 
protectbd  articles  is  clearly  shown  by  the  statistics 
of  this  branch  of  American  manufactures.  In  183:i, 
llie  iianiLier  of  American  manufactories  in  the  Uiiiled 
Stales  was  17,  but  as  the  duties  on  foreign  glass 
were  gradually  taken  ofl,  the  fires  went  out,  so  that 
in  184;i  the  number  was  reduced  to  5,  and  even  thai 
small  number  were  short  of  v.'ork.  The  men  thus 
thrown  out  of  employment  were  forced  into  other 
occupation  in  order  to  obtain  a  meagre  support. — 
The  tariff  of  1842  gave  new  life  to  ibis  as  well  to 
oilier  branches  of  business,  and  for  some  time  past 
the  various  manufactories  have  been  in  vigorous  ope- 
ration. Look  now  at  the  following  tables,  showing 
the  prices  of  various   arli>.le3   of  glustware  before 


and  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  tarifl".  The  ar- 
ticles selected  for  comparison  are  those  which  hare 
not  varied  in  form  or  character  in  consequence  of 
any  change  of  fashion.  They  arc  8t*idard  articles, 
the  prices  of  which  arc  unafl'eeted  bj  li.c  capricous- 
ness  of  the  popular  taste.  The  price  in  the  esta- 
blishment of  Messrs.  M.&  T.  Sweeney,  at  Wheel- 
ing, at  the  periods  alluded  to,  are  thus  stated: 
'i  p'l  press'd  tumbler,  various  1840-2.       1845. 

Paliers        .  .         .         §1  40  pr  doz,  95c. 

i  p'l  press'd  tumbler,      .         .  1  00     "         73 

5  oz.  plain  "  .         .  4U     "         33 

6oz-     ■'  "  .         .  48    i.        39 

All  other  descriptions  of  glass  were  at  similar  re- 
duction. 

The  folloMng  table  shows  the  con,parative  prices 
at  the  same  periods  of  articles  manufactured  at  the 
Flint  Glass  works  in  Boston. 

Before  the  present  lariff.     In  1645. 


No.  2  Umps 

S3  00  per  doz. 

l}2  50 

ir  doz. 

3    " 

2  00 

1  50 

•  1 

4     " 

1  75 

1  ;.'.^ 

" 

5  oz.  tumblers 

US'       ■' 

50 

11 

4  oz 

C2,;       " 

5G 

" 

Salts,  various  kinds 

75"       " 

50 

" 

Cut  mirror  dis 

lies 

25  per  inch 

121 

per tn. 

Fluted  lantern 

s 

7  50  per  doz. 

5  50' 

pr  doz. 

Pressed  half  p 

nl9  oz 

tumblers 

1  50 

1  00 

" 

Do.  12  oz.  tumblers 

2  25 

1  50 

" 

Do.  pint 

2  50 

2  00 

" 

Cut  lamps 

2  75 

2  00 

" 

Lamp  glasses 

2  25 

1  50 

" 

Bo.     •' 

1  75 

1  25 

" 

Caster  bottles 

84 

67 

11 

Cap  plates 

30 

25 

11 

Octagon  dishes 

,C  inch 

1  75 

1  50 

11 

Do. 

7     " 

2  75 

2  25 

11 

Do. 

8     " 

4  50 

3  50 

11 

Do. 

9     " 

6  50 

5  50 

u 

Do. 

10     " 

10  50         " 

7  50 

11 

Rar  decanters 

6  00         " 

5  00 

" 

Could  there  be  any  more  convincing  proof  of  the 
beneficial  elt'ects  of  the  tanfl'  than  is  alionled  by  sta- 
lislics  like  these?  What  becomes  of  this  vaunted 
dogma  of  the  free  traders  that  protection  increases 
prices  to  the  full  amount  of  the  duty  on  the  foreign 
article.'  These  reductions  are  not  the  consequence 
of  improvements  in  machinery,  the  same  being  used 
now  tlial  was  used  in  1840-41.  But  this  is  not  all. 
While  the  prices  of  glassware  have  diminished,  Ihe 
wages  of  those  employed  in  the  manufacture  have 
increased,  as  the  lollowing  testimony  >mI1  show: 
Boston  and  Sandwicli  Glass  Co.,  Feb.  10,  1846. 

The  limits  of  a  letter  would  not  contain  a  com- 
plete paj  roll  of  one  of  our  establishments,  in  which 
the  wages  of  no  ti»o  persons  are  exactly  the  same. 
Every  man  receives  in  proportion  to  his  skill;  one 
will  earn  ibree  dollars  per  day,  while  another  will 
earn  half  that  sum.  We  have  taken,  thfrel'ore,  one 
person  in  the  three  principal  departments  of  glass 
making,  and  have  carried  him  through  four  different 
periods,  giving  the  amount  of  his  wages  ateacb. — 
The  persons  selected  are  fair  workmen,  forming  a 
just  average  of  the  class  to  which  each  belongs. 

Wages  paid  to  Jan.  1840.  1842.  1844.  1846. 
Gafl'er  No.  3,  per  week  $15  00  10  00  16  50  17  26 
ServilerNo.  3      "  8  50     8  00     9  60  1100 

Foot-maker  No.  3  7  00     G  50     9  00     9  58 

Total,  §30  50  34  50  36  10  37  76 

These  are  the  wages  which  these  men  earn  when 
they  are  in  full  employment;  but  from  lb'40  until  the 
new  taritf  went  into  operation,  they  did  not  work 
for  a  fourth  of  their  lime,  and  Iherefore  their  pay 
was  less  by  25  per  cent,  than  it  is  given  above. 

In  the  glass-cutting  department,  the  advance  in 
wages  has  not  been  so  great,  but  even  Ihere  it  will 
amount  to  near  25  per  cent.,  because  they  are  now 
fully  employed,  whereas  from  1839  lo  1842  their 
work  was  precarious.  Until  the  tariff  of  1842,  wa 
paid  our  common  laborers  in  the  yards  but  83 
cents  per  day;  now  they  receive  §1.  We  are  very 
far  within  the  truth  when  we  assert  that  wages  have 
advancea  in  our  glass  factories  25  per  cent,  includ- 
ing even  the  glass-cutters  and  the  common  day  la- 
lorers.  D.  JARVIS. 

The  .Messrs.  Sweeney  say:  "We  are  unable  to 
make  the  same  comparison  of  wages  at  specific  pe- 
riods, in  our  eslablishment,  for  the  reason  that  our 
busme-s  materially  differed  from  that  of  the  Boston 
company.  We  v.'oiked  our  hands  but  half  time,  and 
we  paid  ihem  in  proportion  lo  their  work,  which  was 
30  per  cent,  less  than  at  the  present  lime.  Our  hands 
now  work  full  time,  are  paid  as  high  in  proportion 
a'  they  were  tlieii,  and  wo  employ  as  many  as  our 
works  will  admit.  It  is,  therefore,  proper  lo  state 
Ihat  our  wages  have  doubled  since  the  passage  of  the 
tariff  of  1842.  [.V.  Y.  ■])tbunt. 
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Army  of  Occqf  ation.  We  h  ive  no  inlelligence  laier 
ihan  was  furnished  in  our  laet  number. 

Mexico.  We  have  nothing  auihenlic  later  than  fur 
iiislied  in  our  Inst  nunilier.  The  Rarjian  frisate,  Capt. 
(■ret;ory,  sailed  from  Pensacola  for  Vera  Cruz  on  the 
12iti  instant,  .i^  report  that  Santa  Anna  had  been  re- 
called and  had  embarked  from  Havana  fur  Vera  Cruz 
is  priibaly  premature,  although  such  an  event  is  expect- 
ed. Almonte  had  arrived  at  H.ivana  on  his  way  on  his 
mission  to  Fiance  or  En<iianJ,  and  was  closeted  with 
Santa  Anna  nil  rniJiiiiiht,  to  whose  residence  he  had 
proceeded  imniidiately  on  his  arrival  at  Havana.  He 
is  said  to  have  had  a  secret  conclave  with  the  officers  in 
garrison  at  Vera  Cruz  previous  to  his  leaving,  where  the 
propriety  of  a  pronuiiciamento  against  Paredes  was  dis- 
cussed among  them,  some  of  them  being  in  favor  of  re- 
callins;  Santa  Anna,  and  others  proclaiming  Almnr.te 
himself  as  head  of  the  ffovernmeni.  Detachments  ot  the 
Mexican  army  ivere  said  lo  be  on  the  ma:cli  tor  Rio  del 
Norte.  ■)  he  rumors  of  Almonte  are  ol  course  scarcely 
10  be  reiied  on. 

California.  A  number  of  gentlemen  arrived  at  St. 
Louis  on  the  1.3th  instant,  on  iheir  way  io  Independence, 
to  join  a  company  about  to  start  for  California.  The 
company,  composed  entirely  of  men,  will  consist  of  fiom 
two  hundred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty.  Some  of  them 
go  out  merely  to  seethe  country  and  enjoy  the  trip;  others 
go  to  improve  their  health;  but  a  very  large  number  pur- 
pose remaining  in  the  country. 

Poland  We  had,  in  a  German  paper  the  mnnitesto 
ot  the  revolutionists  of  the  Free  City  of  Cracow,  which 
presents  their  movement  in  a  more  imposing  aspect  than 
we  had  attributed  lo  the  movement.  'I'lie  Polish  commit- 
tee at  Paris,  too,  we  perceive,  countenanced  the  af- 
fair, ihouiih  they  say  it  had  been  prematurely  developed. 
Prince  Ciartorisky  had  been  cnlled  upon,  and  responds 
favorably;  his  estates  in  Gallicia  are  now  therefore  con 
fiscated. 

POLAND. 

Unhappy  Poland!  The  revoliiiion  has  been  suppress- 
ed     The  Austrian  forces  again  occupy  Cracow. 

Senlenne  of  Ike  Polish  prisoners.  The  Courier  de 
Varsovie  contains  the  lollowing:  "The  undermentioned 
is  the  result  of  the  investigatio,,  set  on  foot  owing  lo  the 
events  at  Sietllee,  and  the  arrests  of  various  person.^:— 
1.  That  a  conspiracy  took  place,  with  ramifications  in 
the  Polish  provinces.  2.  That  the  head  of  the  con- 
spiricy,  Bronisla.s  Dombrowski,  sent  from  Pose.i,  was 
chosen  leader  o(  the  conspiracy  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Vistula.  3.  That  the  principal  abettors  were  Pantaldon 
Poioski,  Stanislaus  Koeischewaki,  LadislasZarski,  Jean 
Lytinski,  Michel  Mireski,  and  Antony  Deskur.  Tlie 
agents  and  accomplices  of  Dombrowski  were  Stephen 
Dobritch  and  Charles  Rupiecht.  All  tliess  individuals 
brought  before  a  counsel  ot  war,  h:ive  been  f  lund  guilty 
of  rebellion  and  sedition.  According  to  the  po.vers  en- 
trusted by  Ilia  majesty  the'einperor,  the  prince-governor, 
airier  sentence  of  death  was  pronounced,  hns  ordered 
Potoski,  Koeischewski,  and  Z.ir.-iki  to  be  hung;  the  first 
at  Siedlee,  the  other  at  Warsaw.  As  regard  Dobrich 
and  Ruptecht,  Iheir  sentence  is  to  be  commuted  on  the 
Rcaflold  to  baniBhraenl  to  Siberia,  with  a  loss  of  all  their 
rights.  Mireski  and  Deskur  are  deriv.;  J  of  all  tiieir  rights, 
and  share  the  same  faie  as  Dobritch  and  Ruprecht. — 
Lytinski,  who  showed  a  true  repentance,  is  e(]ually  ban- 
ished to  Siberia,  with  the  loss  of  all  his  rights,  after  re- 
ceiving 500  stripes.  The  law  to  enter  into  lullf^rce,  ns 
regards  the  confiscation  of  their  property,  according  to 
Art.  171,  book  Ist,  ot  tne  military  criminal  code.  As  re- 
gards any  properly  falling  to  them  by  inheritance,  it  will 
be  adjudged  according  lo  Polish  law.  This  sentence 
was  fulfilled  the  lollowing  day  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  in 
front  of  the  citadel,  with  the  exception  of  Potoski. 
RUSSIA. 

The  lah  about  the  CaUiolicmms,  having  been  subject- 
ed to  ill  irealmenl  and  martyrdom  by  Russian  authority, 
has,  by  enquiry  instnuted  by  ihe  Caiholic  authorities  of 
Rome,  been  entirely  disproved.  The  authors  of  the 
slander  have  not  yet  bum  delected. 

COAST  OF  AFRICA. 

Sierra  Leone  dates  lo  23il  February,  utiys  that  twelve 
slave  vessels,  all  of  Brazillian  flag,  names  given,  cap- 
tured recenily  by  British  cruisers,  have  been  condemned 
anil  sold  at  that  port. 

LIBERIA. 

The  legislature  closed  ns  session  on  the  17ih  .lanuary. 
The  subject  of  the  nationality  or  sovereignly  of  Liberia 
was  fully  discussed,  and  final  action  was  deterred  until 
they  should  hear  again  from  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society. 

About  00  of  the  slaves  recaptured  in  the  Pon-,  died 
after  reaching  Monrovia,  up  the  13ih  February,  'i'lie 
remainder  were  carefully  ailenjed  lo. 

(!ov.  Roberts  had  dispatched  a  vessel  along  the  coast 
to  purchase  additional  territory,  for  wliich  lunds  have 
lately  been  subscribed  in  the  U   States. 

The  secretury  of  the  American  Colonization  .Sociciy. 
in  relation  to  recent  intelligeme  from  Liberia,  says:  "It 
is  decidedly  encouruging  lo  the  friends  of  colonizulion, 
and  luvorable  lo  the  ureaiobjccls  conieniplated.''  He 
adds:  "we  expect  10  send  anollier  vessel  irom  Norlolk 
wilh  emigrants  about  ilie  las'  "t  .iMne." 
SOlJ'ni   AMKUlCv. 

A  Irmly  had  been  'ornied  iii  all  pnibabiliiy  under  the 
French  and  Knglish  auspices,  by  the  state  ot  Corrieiitns 
and  the  republic  of  I'nragtiny,  against  Rosas.  Gen.  Paz 
wait  the  Montevideo  eniliassy 


From  a  conveisaiion  which  took  place  in  the  British 
parliament,  on  ihe  23J  ult.,  it  appears  that  the  British 
cointnander  anted  without  ord-rs,  tf  no'  without  autho- 
rny.  in  his  recent  deino'istraiions.  The  remarks  of  inin- 
ioierson  the  enquiry,  implied,  that  iheir  orders  were  lo 
b  ckade  only.  The  expedition  up  the  Panama  is  dis- 
api-iroved  of,  and  eX|)lanalions  are  required  of  Mr.  Ous- 
ley. 

HAYTI. 

President  Pierrot,  having  rendered  himself  unpopular 
by  manifest  inc  ipaciiy  for  the  station,  Jean  Baplisle 
Riche  has  been  elected  president  in  his  place,  and  Pier- 
rot retires  to  his  plantation.  Peace  with  the  Doniinicais 
is  expected  as  a  conseTtunce  of  thischange.  A  drought 
is  prevailing,  and  ii.  .ivy  losses  have  been  occasioned  by 
fires  in  the  cane  fields. 

St.  Jago  de  CuBi.     A  Spanish  frigate  and  two  sloops 
of  war  arrived  here  on  the7lh  ot  March. 
CUBA. 

An  earthquake.  Two  severe  shocks  were  experienced 
about  half  past  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of 
March,  frighting  the  inhabitants  exceedin'jiy.  Quilting 
thoir  houses,  they  fell  upon  their  knees  in  prayer.  No 
lives  lost.     Slight  shocks  succeeded. 

Annfjcatlonin  Cuba.  The  newspapers  containing  stig- 
gestnms  n  he  United  States  congress  towards  annexing 
Cuba,  were  indignantly  ordered  to  be  publicly  burnt  at 
Havana. 

Busi.NESs  Circle— JV/onev  Market.  The  Boston,  New- 
York,  and  Philiadelphia  money  inarkel  continue  to 
become  embarrassed.  The  apprehension,  not  lo  say 
panic,  occasioned  by  the  passage  of  the  sub-treasury  bill 
by  the  house  ofrepreseniatives,  together  ^liih  ihe  aspect 
of  our  foreign  relations  and  apprehensions  aa  to  relations 
with  Mexico,  have  rendered  capitalists  as  well  as  banks 
exceedingly  cautions.  The  best  of  business  paper  is 
discounted  with  difficulty  and,  at  even  short  dales,  com 

ands  from  12  to  IS  per  cent.  The  intelligence  from 
England,  lefi  their  monev  market  also  exceedingly  press- 
ed; having  so  much  locked  up  in  their  railroad  advances. 
Stocks  have  generally  declined. 

Several  heavy,  and  a  number  of  small  failures,  have 
taken  place.  One  manufacturing  firm,  with  liabilities  to 
ihe  amount  of  $300,000  has  gone  by  the  board. 

Floor  awd  Provisio.\3.  The  intelligence  by  ih^  Cam- 
bria has  had  a  lailier  depressins;  efi'ect  upon  our  market. 
Boili  price  and  demand  declined  slightly. 

Cotton  Market.  The  depression  in  England,  not- 
withstanding they  had  asceriained  the  shortness  of  our 
crops,  has  obliged  holders  to  su'omit  to  a  decline  of  about 
gd.  The  eflecl  has  been  to  depress  prices  in  our  mar- 
kets loa  still  greater  exient,  whilst  the  demand  is  op- 
pressed on  one  hand  by  the  want  of  funds  and  on  the 
other  by  an  apprehension  of  the  intended  repeal  of  the 
tariff. 

l.vsuRANCES.  The  British  iuaurance  companies  refuse 
to  underwrite  wiilioul  excepting  from  losses  by  capture 
or  destruction  by  enemy. 

ExcHA.isES.  New  York  on  London,  has  declined 
lo  9,1 . 

U  S.  DuiiEs  collected  at  the  port  of  N.  York. — 

1845.  1846. 

February  ®l, 347.534  33        $1,266  663  61 

Miirch  1,00-^,302  94  2,572.959  00 

This,  says  the  Exjrress,  shows  a  very  large  increase  in 
the  importaiions  ot  tne  month;  and  if  a  specie  sub-trea- 
sury had  exacted  the  duties  in  coin,  the  consequent  de- 
rangement in  the  money  market  would  have  been  fatal 
to  hundreds  of  business  men,  and  of  serious  detriment 
to  all. 

Ba.vk  items.  The  important  law  case.  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky vs.  the  Schuylkill  bank,  of  Pa.,  has  been  decided 
in  favor  of  the  B.ink  of  Kentucky.  Indemnity  for  loss 
and  damages  in  ihe  case  of  Levis  to  the  ninoiint  oi  rme 
miUion  oj  doVars,  are  involved.  The  stock  of  tne  Ken- 
tucky bank  advanced  immediately  40  to  50  per  cent. 

Beitisii  rREPARATio.\siN  Cakada,  Slc.  The  Halifas 
Recorder  id  the  2Sth  ult.  slate.-,  that,  the  lieut.  governm 
and  garrison  ttiere  have  been  apprised  that  20,000  stand 
of  iiiiisUets,  wilh  percssion  lock",  would  be  forwarded 
from  the  home  government  for  the  milllia  of  ihe  pro- 
vince. 

Henry  Clay  was  received  at  St.  Louis  on  ihe  4ih 
inst.  with  an  enthusiastic  welcome.  The  trip  and  re 
la.vation  lias  bciiefiiled  his  health.  Upwarilsof  five  hun- 
dred of  Mr.  Clay's  friends  in  New  York  celehruted  the 
birth  ilay  of  their  lavoiite  staicsinan  by  a  suinpiuoiis 
dinner  on  the  13th  mat.,  on  which  day  Mr.  Clay  com- 
pleted his  "three  score  and  len.''  The  speeches,  toasts, 
and  letters,  on  the  occasion,  were  full  ol  expressions  ol 
attachment  and  confidence,  and  s  ime  hints  were  in- 
dulged 08  to  Mr.  Clay's  being  once  more  brought  out  as 
a  candidate. 


Ihe  duty  of  obtaining  informalion  on  matters  affecting 
the  inierests  o\  American  citizens. 

New  Jersey.  The  legislature  tAas^ii  a  session  of  14 
weeks  on  the  ISih  insi.,  a  greater  part  of  the  lime  re- 
ceiving only  half  pay  for  their  services,  according  to  a 
provision  in  their  new  system,  designed  to  shorten  legis- 
lative se-'sions.  In  addition  to  ordinary  objects  of  legis- 
lation, ihev  were  occupied  very  dil  geiuly  on  this  occa- 
si  in,  in  a  task  assigned  them  of  "revising  the  laws  of 
the  state."  The  Fredonian  says;  "Whateiier  mistakes 
of  judgment  may  have  occurred  or  may  be  alledged,  we 
Ihiuk  It  will  be  generally  admitted  that  good  feeling.*, 
upright  intenhons.  and  correct  deportment  have  charac- 
terized this  leaislaiure.  In  all  these  respects  it  presents 
an  example  which  might  be  advantageously  imiiated  in 
many  ot  the  states,  and  especially  at  Washington.  Any 
success  in  redeeming  from  the  reproach  of  bear  gardens 
the  legislaiive  halls  of  the  country,  may  justify  an  honor- 
ing reference  and  a  little  complacency.  During  the  ses- 
sion 105  laws  and  11  joint  resolutions  have  been  passed, 
and  the  whole  s  atutc  book  has  been  revised.  At  the 
closing  session,  the  bill  to  allow  the  revisors  $750  each 
compensation  «-as  passed  by  a  large  majority." 

The  congressional  districts  of  New  Jersey,  have  been 
restored  to  their  former  lines. 

0.UIN0US — The  imports  into  the  port  of  New  York,  for 
the  quarter  ending  the  3l3t  Alarcli,  exceeds  the  imports 
of  ihe  corresponding  months  of  1815,  by  $2,444,358, 
whilst  the  exports  tor  the  same  period  have  fallen  off 
®S21,2d5 — making  a  difference  of  $3,265,613  against 
this  country,  coniptired  with  the  corresponding  quarter' 
of  last  year  in  loretgn  exchange  account. 

Imports.  Exports. 

At  N.  York,  1st  quarter,  1S46     §19,824.595    §3,882,143 

do  Isl      do       1345       17,380,237       4,703'398 


National  Fair,  at  H'ushingh 
f'lr  ihia  exhibtiton  are  progre:^sinj, 
:.  nieiise  building  for  the  uccomni 
aiiU  visiu-rs  isb'  iiiyeiccted.  The 
out  Ihe  counlry  are  taking  the 
agents  of  Briitsh  nninulactureis 
r.lr.  Roiiier,  &.c.  who  have  bei 


I.  The  prcpnrationa 
with  great  spirit;  an 
datiun  of  the  materials 
aniifuctnrelMlirough- 
thing  ill  hand.  The 
of  Mancliester,  ifcc. 
displaying  their  fabrics 


in  one  ot  the  rooms  ot  the  capiiol,  wilt  have  an  Opporiu 
nity  lor  a  turiher  comparison  both  io7»'ife  and  quality. 

Naval.  'I'Jie  brig  Porpoise,  Lieui.  Commanding 
IJuiii,  Bulled  on  the  12ih  iiisl.,  Irom  Pensacola  for  St. 
Uoniiiino.     She  cariiea  out  Lieut.  Porter,  clnirgcd  \,iih 


Increase  imp.  and  de.  exp.  1846  152  444,353        3821,255 
Duties  collected  at  Ihe  port  of  New  York  — 
First  quarter,  1846  $5,360,835  35 

do        do       1345  4,636  862  19 

Increase,  1846  ®723,973  16     i 

Steam  Bonnett  .Manufactl're.  The  straw  used  in' 
the  manufacture  of  hats  is  the  culms  of  several  kinds  of 
grain  or  grass.  In  this  country  wheal  and  rye  culms 
are  mostly  used;  they  are  cut  while  the  straw  is  green, 
and  are  bleachtil  by  the  means  of  scalding  and  expo- 
sure lo  the  sun,  and  by  a  chemical  process.  In  the 
New  England  stales  the  braiding  or  platting  of  straw  is 
a  great  business.  In  Massachusetts  alone,  there  are  up- 
wards of  12,000  females  employed  in  straw  work.  Nor- 
folk county  near  Boston  ie  quite  celebrated  tor  straw 
braiding  and  manufacture.  The  little  town  of  Foxbo- 
roush,  with  scarce  two  thousand  inhabitants  employs 
1,349  females  and  79  males  in  the  straw;  business  and 
manufactures  annually  266,260  valued  at  S320.929. 

Tea.     Imported  into  the  U.S.  in  1844     8,310.693  lbs. 
do  do  do  1845     6,347.245    " 

being  within  a  fraction  of  two  millions  pounds  less  than 
the  year  1844. 

The  Susquehanna  and  Tide  water  canal  is  to  be 
opened  for  naviga'ion  on  the  30lh  of  April. 

Tennessee. — [mprovemmts.  A  European  company 
have  purchased  about  300,0110  acres  of  land  in  Hamil- 
ton, Bradley,  and  Polk  counties,  Tenn.,  with  a  view  of 
settling  emigrants  thereon  and  attending  to  woul  grow- 
ing and  manufactures. 

The  Romer.  pifit  boat  express.  Cap;.  Maguire,  reached 
N.  York,  on  the  Uth.  She  experienced  tremendous  gales 
on  her  passage  out.  For  eleven  days  and  nishts  she 
was  obliged  to  lie  to,  and  all  bands  expected  every 
coming  sea  would  engulph  them.  She  was  an  American 
built  boat,  and  had  a  Baltimore  commander,  however, 
and  entered  the  pott  of  Cork  in  aallant  style,  wilh  the 
American  fl'ig  gallantly  flying.  The  British  admiral  in 
comuiand  sent  a  boat,  with  an  oflficcr,  orderins  Ihal  flag 
to  be  hauled  down  inmiediately.  Capt.  M.  replied  that 
It  was  the  fi.i2  of  Ins  country,  and  should  never  be  haul- 
etl  down  whilst  he  had  an  arm  to  defend  it.  Tlie  oflicer 
returned  for  further  orders.  The  admiral  sent  a  polite 
apologv,  having  no  idea  that  so  small  a  craft  would  have 
dared  so  far;  he  supposed  the  flag  had  been  improperly 
assumed.  She  left  Cork  on  the  12th  ult,  but  was  beat 
by  packets  both  going  and  reluming. 

The  crops.  The  weather  is  quite  seasonable.  Ac- 
counts of  the  splendid  promise  of  crops  cheer  us  fr.un 
every  direction.  Winter  grain  has  seldom  looked  belter. 
Althousth  agriciiliirists  are  accused  of  being  invetorale 
grtimblors.  ihr;  only  paragraph  of  complaint  that  we  have 
as  yet  met  wi:h  this  season,  is  from  .Michigan,  wlieie  the' 
wheat  is  said  to  have  suffered  during  the  winter. — 
South  Carolina  papeis  express  fears,  from  appearances 
there,  thai  the  crop  will  be  too  heavy,  and  that,  in  con- 
sequence, prices  will  fall  deplorably. 

The  slave  barqie  Pons,  captured  on  the  coast  of 
Afiica,  by  the  Yorklown.  was  condemned  on  ihc  Stii  inst. 
in  ihe  U.  Siaies  Circuit  Court,  at  Philadelphia.  She  will 
be  sold— half  the  proceeds  goes  to  the  United  Stales, 
anil  the  other  half  divided  as  prize  money  by  the  ofticers 
and  crew  of  the  Yorklown.  The  four  prisoners,  wit- 
nesses, were  released,  being  ignorant  of  the  true  charac- 
ter of  the  vessel  when  on  board. 

A  RAILROAD  SOLD.  The  Newark  Daily  Advertiser 
etaieslhai,  by  virtue  of  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chance- 
rv  the  Elizabethtown  and  Sonierville  railroad  was  sold 
by  auction  on  Mondav,  in  Elizabethtown,  for  $125,50(1, 
John  0   Stearns  being  ihe  purehaner. 
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The  steamer  Great  Western,  left  Livei  pool  on  the 
nil),  and  reached  New  York,  on  the  23th  ult.  Dales 
from  London  to  the  10th,  and  from  Havre,  Paris, 
and  Dublin,  to  the  9th,  are  received. 

By  an  arrival  at  Havre,  ihej  had  New  York  dates 
to  the  18th  of  March. 

The  debates  In  parliament  had  been  principally  on 
Irish  and  railway  aQ'airs,  and  they  still  occupy  the 
journals.  It  having  been  charged  that  the  protec- 
tionists had  made  an  agreement  with  Sir  Robert 
Peel  to  support  the  Irish  coercion  bill,  if  he  would 
yield  on  the  corn  law  question,  the  Premier  in  the 
house  denied  positively  that  any  such  agree  .lent  had 
ever  been  thought  of. 

Parliament  had  adjourned  for  the  Easter  holydays, 
the  house  of  commons  to  the  17th  anJ  the  house  of 
lords  to  the  2]st.  Sir  Robert  Peel  gave  notice  that 
the  Irish  coercion  bill  would  be  taken  up  again  on 
the  17th,  and  on  the  Monday  following  the  corn  im- 
portation bill. 

Mr.  Peel's  corn  law  bill,  or  new  tariff,  reported 
nearly  three  months  ago,  still  lingered  in  the  com- 
mons, "suspended  in  niid-air,"  the  journals  say. — 
How  it  will  fare  is  jet  a  ma'ter  of  doubt.  Of  the 
house  of  lords  it  is  stated  that  the  opinions  of  some 
300  members  are  ascertained,  and  they  are  about 
equally  divided.  The  remaining  fifty  nienibers  are 
according  to  our  American  phrase,  "on  the  fence" — 
or  mum.  Other  journals  again  speak  with  confi- 
dence of  the  bill  passing  the  lords  by  a  majority  of 
25,  if  llie  bill  reaches  them. 

The  revenue.  The  quarterly  report,  "owing  to 
the  general  stagnation  of  trade,"  shows  a  deficiency 
in  the  customs  of  nearly  half  a  million,  in  the  ex- 
cise of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million.  The  year's 
deficiency  in  the  custo;ns  amounts  to  nearly  two 
millions  and  a  half,  and  upwards  of  =£300,000  in  the 
excise.  But  the  stamps  have  increased  =£400,000, 
the  post  office  c£9O,0UO.  The  total  ordinary  revenue 
leaves  a  decrease  of  somethiin^  more  than  tivo  mil- 
lions, r/ie  txpnuiUufes,  however,  show  a  diminution, 
so  as  to  show  the  balance  of  the  quarter's  treasury 
operations  to  have  been  in  favor  of  the  government. 

Praters,  according  to  directions,  were  to  be 
offered  up  on  the  l^lh  inst.  in  all  the  Anglican 
churches  throughout  Great  Britain  for  the  success 
of  their  arms  against  the  Sikhs,  and  a  form  of  pray- 
er has  been  composed  by  the  arch-bishop  of  Canter- 
bury, thanking  the  Almighty  for  the  recent  victories 
on  the  Sutlej. 

[Alas!  might  not  the  poor  Sikhs  approach  the 
same  Throne  of  Grace  with  as  much  sincerity  and 
with  as  just  a  causer] 

Titles  to  co.vql'Erors.  Sir  Henry  Hardinge  has 
been  elevated  to  the  peerage  by  name,  style,  and 
title  of  Viscount  Hardinge,  of  King's  Neuton,  in  the 
county  of  Derby.  Sir  Hugh  Gough  has  also  been 
created  a  peer,  to  be  styled  Baron  Gough,  of  Chink- 
keungfoo,  in  China,  and  of  Maharajpore  and  the 
Sutlej,  in  the  East  Indies. 

The  Obego.v  dispute.  The  proceedings,  so  far 
as  received  by  arrivals  from  the  United  States,  ap- 
pear to  have  quieted  the  war  fever  which  the  presi- 
dent's rejection  of  arbitration  and  the  speeches  of 
the  54°  40'  men  in  congress  had  get  up. 

The  London  JSIoniing  Chronicle  thus  discourses  on 
the  subject.  "We  repeat  most  emphatically  that 
the  only  line  of  conduct  to  be  feared  by  England  is 
the  plausibilities  involved  in  the  laissez  alter.  The 
clear  perception  of  this  has  made  us  true  prophets, 
and  Mr.  Calhoun  a  formidable  antagonist. 

It  is  the  right  policy  for  America.  It  was  so  from 
the  first.  It  was  only  exceptionable  on  the  score  of 
its  being  unintelligible.  When  first  promulgated, 
the  feelings  of  the  people  and  the  prejudices  of  the 
people  were  against  it.  The  North  was  distrustful, 
the  West  ambitious.  A  chauge  has  since  come  upon 
them.  Action  has  engendered  re  action — that  is  one 
thing.  Free  tariffs  have  engendered  commercial  in- 
terests—that is  another. 
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The  true  appreciation  of  the  apparently  pacific 
posiiion  of  England  has  engendered  a  valuation  of 
the  chances  of  war  as  well  as  of  the  blessings  of 
peace — this  is  the  third  and  best  point.  One  with 
another,  these  elements  in  American  calculation  are 
beginning  to  make  Mr.  Calhoun  intelligible  even  in 
Ohio  and  Missouri. 

The  only  policy  formidable  to  England  is  Mr. 
Calhoun's;  and  it  is  formidable  simply  because  it  en- 
courages the  natural  nonchalance  of  Great  Britain. 
The  Hudson  Bay  Company  is  a  strong  company,  so 
strong  that  it  consists  of  the  stronger  sex  only. 

The  American  squatter  takes  his  wife  with  him. — 
The  child  follows.  The  difTerent  character  of  the 
immigration  will  make  all  the  difTerencc  ten  years 
hence.  L^ave  it  lilt  then.  So  says  Mr.  Calhoun;  and 
for  a  .Malthusian  American  he  says  rightly. 

The  sine  die  policy  is  Mr.  Calhoun's.  Can  we  in 
England  meet  it.'  At  present  we  are  the  strongest 
within  the  Oregon;  or,  illustrating  the  distinction, 
within  the  rules,  the  constabulary  is  stronger  than 
the  thievedom. 

But  let  the  thieves  multiply — what  will  happen 
then.'  Just  what  Mr.  Calhoun  reckons  on — an  une- 
qual battle  ten  years  hence.  The  sine  die  doctrine, 
if  ever  admitted  in  England,  must  be  met  with  an 
antagonistic  one— the  pnri  passu  policy.  What  they 
do  in  the  way  of  immigration,  let  us  do  likesvise. 

Tlie  54  40  doctrine  is  a  mere  stalking-horse. — . 
Facilis  descensus — it  is  an  imaginary  point  of  right, 
created  for  the  occasion  of  making  the  appearance 
of  a  descent.  By  letting  themselves  down  from  a 
fictitious  position  the  Americans  take  the  credit  of 
making  concessions. 

Mr.  Calhoun's  speech  has  had  the  efTect  of  reduc- 
ing the  question  to  its  generalities.  The  sense  of  the 
country  (so  says  the  press)  "will  be  taken  upon  the 
latitudes  of  49  and  54  40,"  Latitude  enough.  On 
the  question  itself,  however,  there  is  no  sense  to  be 
taken. 

Pending,  however,  the  processes  of  reasoning 
which  the  country  undergoes  in  making  up  its  mind 
between  the  two  parallels,  (between  the  impossible 
whole  and  the  equivocal  half,)  negotiations  are  to 
cease.  So  much  the  better,  always  assuming  the 
pari  passu  system  on  the  side  of  England. 

Ireland. — The  price  of  potatoes  in  Dublin  had 
risen  to  9d.  per  stone  for  good  ones,  6Jd.  for  indiffe. 
rent  ones — about  double  the  price  of  last  year. 

The  tide  of  emigration  to  America  from  Ireland, 
has  set  in  this  year  earlier  than  usual.  The  quays 
at  Cork  are  crowded  to  inconvenience  with  passen 
gers  and  their  luggage.  Already  one  vessel  has  sailed 
with  a  full  complement  of  passengers;  and  tuenly. 
three  others,  with  nearly  four  thousand  emigrants, 
are  preparing  at  that  port  for  sea.  In  addition  to 
these,  vessels  are  taking  in  emigrants  to  the  Shan- 
non, Bantry,  Skibbereen,  Kiusale,  Youghal,  Dun- 
garvon,  Waterford,  and  all  the  large  ports  around 
the  coast. 

Crime. — By  an  official  return  before  parliament,  it 
appears  that  no  less  than  560  murders  have  been  com- 
mitted in  that  country  since  1842. 
FRANCE. 

The  Prince  de  Joinville  has  been  appointed  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  Mediterranean  fleet.  He  has 
been  making  a  tour  of  inspection  to  several  naval 
stations,  Toulon  and  others,  and  the  papers  speak  o( 
excellent  effects  produced  by  his  rigid  examinations. 
These  are  said  to  have  shown  that  close  examinatioD 
was  greatly  needed. 

JVagcs  — The  present  average  rale  of  wages  in 
Pans  IS  2s.  lid.  a  day,  and    Is.  6J.  in  the  provinces. 

M.  Guizot,  it  is  said,  has  applied  to  Lord  Aber- 
deen proposing  to  have  a  consul  for  each  nation  at 
Cracow,  in  order  to  watch  the  proceedings  of  the 
three  continental  powers,  in  regard  to  any  encroach- 
ment on  the  liberties  of  that  republic. 

A  law  is  now  before  the  French  chamber,  autho- 
rising the  grant  of  37,000,000  francs  and  upwards, 
for  the  fortification  of  Havre,  and  other  large  sums 
for  those  of  Cherbourg,  though  the  latter  are  alrea- 
dy, perhaps,  the  most  formidable  in  the  world. 

In  a  discussion  on  Polish  affairs,  M.Thiers  has  as- 
sailed vigorously  the  policy  of  the  Louis  Philippe 
Guizot  policy. 


SPAIN. 

There  has  been  yet  another  ministerial  crisis  in 
Spain,  Narvaez  having  quarrelled  wilh  two  of  his 
colleagues. 

The  recall  of  General  O'Donnell  from  '.he  gorern- 
ment  of  Cuba  is  announced.  General  Rancali  ii  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  him. 

POLAND. 

The  insurrection   is  crushed.     Tho  leaders  were 

being  imprisoned  in  all  quarters.  I'olocki,  one  of  tho 

leaders  of  the  late   revolt  has   been   condemned  to 

death,  and  executed  at  .Siedlee. 

II'ALY. 

Italy  is  still  troubled.  Austrian  bayonets  keep  the 
people  quiet,  but  it  is  impossible  to  tell  when  the 
dame,  which  has  been  so  long  smouldering,  may  burst 
out.  A  few  days  back,  at  Milan,  several  sentinels 
were  assassinated,  and  recently  tho  Austrian  com- 
mander in  Italy  was  obliged  to  send  for  a  reinforce- 
ment of  seven  regiments. 

MOROCCO. 

Lloyd's  agent  at  Gibraltar,  writes  home,  dated 
.March  31st,  that  "eredilable  information,  though  not 
official,  has  reached  tliis  place,  of  tho  emperor  of 
Morocco  haling  prohibited  the  exporlation  of  wheat 
from  his  dominion^,  owing,  it  is  said,  in  the  contin- 
ued drought  causiii?  fears  to  be  entertained  for  tho 
growing  crops.  The  exportation  of  barley  has  been 
prohibited  for  a  long  time  past.  Rain  is  much  wanted 
in  the  south  of  Spam." 

ALGERIA. 

Another  battle  has  taken  place  between  the  Arabs 
and  French— the  former  nuinberiDg  3,000;  viz:  1,200, 
2,000  on  foot.  The  conflict  lasted  two  hours,  and 
2,000  Arabs  were  killed. 

LIBERIA. 

Revenue  of  1845.  The  receipts,  g6,3SS  were  deriv- 
ed from  the  duty  on  imports.  The  duty  being  5  per 
cent,  shows  that  gl27,G(j0  was  the  value  of  tho  im- 
ports of  the  year.  The  colonists  own  eleven  vessels, 
nine  of  which  were  colonial  built.  They  do  tho 
coast  business  for  (jJO  luiles.  The  country  is  one  of 
the  most  pro  luctive  in  the  world,  and  is  capable  of 
yielding  in  the  greatest  abundance  all  Ibe  varieties 
of  vegetables,  and  all  the  staple  commodities  of  tho 
tropics.  The  productions  are  corn,  rice,  cotton,  su- 
gar, colTce,  pepper,  &c.  They  have  hogs,  sheep, 
goats,  cattle,  fowls,  &c  But  palm  oil  and  cam  wood 
(one  of  the  most  important  dye-woods  in  the  world, 
and  mostly  obtained  on  the  coast,)  are  the  chief  ar- 
ticles of  export.  Fifteen  years  ago,  palm  oil  could 
hardly  be  found  on  the  windward  coast.  Now  thou- 
sands of  puncheons  are  annually  taken  awav.  In 
1836,  the  importation  of  this  article  into  England 
from  Africa,  was  =£336,000.  There  are  dense  forests 
of  the  cam  wood  and  palm  tree  in  Liberia.  She  im- 
ports flour,  cotton  goods,  tobacco,  crockery,  shoes, 
powder,  nails,  &e.  The  stock  in  trade  of  the  Libc- 
rians  was  valued  in  1843,  at  §58,750.  Twenty.seven 
of  the  merchants  or  traders  were  worth  from  §1000 
to  g30,000.  Five  of  them  did  a  commission  business 
of  ^50,000  annually.  The  valuation  of  property 
gave,  at  a  low  estimate,  $250  to  each  family  of  five 
persons.  How  different  the  contrast  when  wo  di- 
vide off  the  free  colored  people  of  the  United  States 
into  families  of  five  persons  each,  and  ask  wliat  they 
are  worth.'  For  example:  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
there  are  about  17,000  colored  persons,  but  of  this 
number  only  255  have  property  enough  to  come  under 
the  law  of  tax  payers. 

The  brig  Kent,  which  went  from  the  Chesapeake 
with  colonists,  on  her  return  lately,  brought  as  pas- 
sengers, Charles  Scotland,  who  went  from  the 
city  of  Baltimore  to  Liberia  in  ls32,  and  Joseph 
Thompson,  who  at  a  later  pcrioil  emigrated  from 
Dorchester  county,  .Md.  Both  of  them  were  inlclli. 
gent  and  very  highly  respected  in  the  neighborhoods 
in  which  they  were  brought  up.  They  come  to  visit 
their  old  homes  in  Maryland,  and  to  give  candid  ac- 
counts to  Iheir   brethren  of  Liberia,  as  a  residence. 

The  C'HESArE.VKE  a.nd  Liberia  Tradinu  Co.m- 
PANT.  Uf  this  enlcrprize  Gov.  Russwurm  sajs^ 
"We  are  delighted  with  the  information  that  a  com- 
pany has  been  formed  and  incorporated  by  the  liberal 
legislature  of  Maryland,  for  the  object  of  trading 
and  carrying  out  passengers  and  freight  to  and  from 
Africa.  Colored  men  have  the  privilege  of  being 
stock-holders,  and  finally  may  become  managers  of 
the  whole  concern.     We  see  no  reason  the  concern 
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should  not  do  well,  as  the  other  vessels  sent  to  this 
coast,  under  less  favorable  circumstances,  make  mo- 
nej;  and  why  not  this  particular  one  with  so  many 
interested  in  her  welfare  on  the  spoi?  Let  us  hope 
she  will  prove  another  good  ship  Argo  and  return 
home,  laden  with  the  oil,  camwood,  ivory,  and  gold- 
dust  of  this  coast;  something  more  substantial  than 
the  fabled  ''Golden  fleece"  of  old.  May  a  kind 
Providence  grant  to  those  engaged  in  this  enterprise, 
length  of  days  to  witness  its  complete  working. — 
For  they  can  proudly  exclaim,  "we  have  taken  the 
poor  man  of  color,  downcast,  and  oppressed  as  he  is 
in  the  United  States — carried  him  to  Africa— nursd 
and  encouraged  him  to  exertion;  and  now  behold 
bim — the  navigator,  man  of  bxisiness,  and  ]nofessional 
man. 


EDITORIAL. 


The  Oregon  Difficulty. — The  point  In  dispute 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  so  far 
as  the  actions  of  the  two  governments  are  concern- 
ed, is  now  again  in  precisely  the  same  attitude  in 
which  it  has  been  for  the  last  forty  years, — except 
for  the  brief  period  between  the  recent  demand 
through  the  ofticial  organ  at  Washington  of  Pre- 
sident Polk  for  "all  of  Oregon — or  none,"  up  to 
the  time  at  which  the  United  States  congress  signifi- 
cantly indicated  that  the  49  deg.  v/as  the  line  with 
wliich  they  would  be  still  content.  Expressions 
used  in  debate,  as  well  as  resolutions  adopted  with 
great  unanimity  in  both  houses,  are  sufficiently  indi- 
cative of  two  things.  The  first  is,  that  the  Ame- 
rican government  and  people  are  determined  not 
to  submit  to  a  boundary  line  south  of  the  forty-nintli 
parallel,  the  one  uniformly  suggested  as  a  compromise 
by  four  different  administrations,  and  to  which  it  is 
believed  the  American  title  is  beyond  comparison 
superior  to  that  of  Great  Britain.  The  second  is, 
that  joint  occupancy  must  now  cease  in  twelve 
months  time — and  a  third  point,  that  exclusive  juris- 
diction will  be  assumed  by  the  United  States  to  the 
extent  of  49th  parallel,  so  soon  as  the  twelve  months 
expire.  These  we  consider  now  to  be  distmctly  un- 
derstood as  the  American  position. 

We  have  some  faith  in  the  anxiety  of  the  British 
government  to  maintain  peace  with  the  United  States. 
They  are,  it  is  trae,  in  the  fuU  flush  of  recent  victo- 
ries; and  they  are  proverbially  obstinate  in  persisting 
in  ten'itorial  or  commercial  demands.  They  have 
as  uniformly  demanded  that  the  boundary  of  Oregon 
shall  run  with  the  Columbia  river,  as  the  United 
States  have,  that  it  sliould  run  along  the  forty-ninth 
parallel.  Four  times  each  party  have  insisted,  four 
times  have  the  other  party  refused  the  terms  of  tlie 
opposite  party.  Forty  years  have  clasped  without  ap- 
proxmiating  one  step  nearer  to  an  adjustment  during 
oft  repeated  negotiations.  Procrastination,  and  "iua.s- 
terly  inactivity"  are  at  an  end.  The  question  must 
now  be  settled. 

The  anxiety  expressed  in  various  directions,  as  to 
the  etiquette  of  which  government  is  bound  to  make 
the  next  approach  to  a  renewal  of  negotiations,  we 
have  not  for  one  moment  shared  in.  Divested  of  the 
merest  punctilios  of  the  superlatively  double  refined 
ethics  of  diplomatists,  and  duellists,  and  brought  down 
to  the  sphere  of  common  sense,  it  vanishes  into  thin 
air.  Grasped  by  real  statesmen,  it  would  be  found 
less  than  nothing — not  even  an  abstraction. 

We  regard  the  negotiation  as  virtually  resumed, 
and  care  not  one  fig  whether  the  United  States  min- 
ister or  the  British  minister  sends  the  first  'note.' 

The  parties  have  pertinaciously  maintained  each 
its  own  claims, — and  have  signified  that  they  would 
defend  them. 

The  tcrritoiy  included  in  the  dispute,  as  it  exists,  is, 
the  land  lying  between  the  Columbia  river  and  the 
49th  parallel.  It  is  far  north  of  any  American  set- 
tlement— and  only  valuable  to  either  of  the  parties 
for  the  I'urs  obtained  by  hunters. 

The  quisliiHi  is,  will  the  British  government  incur 
a  v/ar  with  the  United  States,  for  the  salie  of  the 
sterile  region,  so  remote  and  so  useless  to  them? 

Will  she  incur  the  continuance  of  the  present 
semi-hostile  position  of  relations  with  the  United 
States,  for  the  sake  of  that  strip  of  addition  to  her 
immense  tracts  of  useless  northern  domain.' 

Will  she  conipromit  the  immense  interests  of  her 
,  manufactures,  the  pecuniary  capabilities  of  her  prin- 
^ 'cipal  customer,  and  cndangir  the  supply  of  raw  iiia- 
,  .terial  for  her  cotton  machinery?  Will  she  forego  the 
■"advantages  which  she  is  now  promising  herself  from 
.  opening  her  ports,  and  thus  shut  out  suj)pUes  of  bread- 


stuffs  and  piovisions  required  by  her  suffering  peo- 
ple? 

In  sliort  will  she  exchange  the  blessings  and  safe- 
ty of  peace,  for  the  evils  of  another  desperate  and 
sanguinary  war  with  the  United  States,  rather  than 
adjust  this  dispute  upon  the  forty-ninth  parallel? 

It  is  not  rational  to  believe  she  will  be  so  blind. 

That  both  the  English  government  and  English 
people  are  as  heartily  tired  of  this  long  and  foolish 
quarrel,  as  tlie  people  of  the  United  States  are,  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  Both  countries  experience  heavy 
losses  in  innumerable  ways  m  consequence  of  the 
uncertainties  which  attend  its  progress  and  cloud  its 
issue.  These  losses  have  been  and  can  be  sustained 
by  the  people  of  this  country,  far  better  we  judge, 
than  the  British  can  afford  to  sustain  them.  They 
will  be  apt  to  teU  severely  in  their  next  quarterly 
statements  of  the  revenues.  They  must  perceive 
that  the  way  to  obviate  these,  and  far  greater  losses, 
is  to  settle  the  dispute  at  once. 

Indeed  we  were  ourselves  convuiced  that  Mr.  Pa- 
kenham,  in  making  the  offer  recently  made  to  Presi- 
dent Polk,  to  refer  the  dispute  as  to  the  whole  terri- 
tory to  arbitration,  had  made  up  his  mind  to  lose  the 
whole  territory,  in  virtue  of  the  award,  as  by  that 
process  it  in  all  probability  would  have  been  lost  to 
England;  but  she  could  have  thus  parted  with  it  with- 
out compromitting  the  "honor"  of  Old  England  ac- 
cording to  dijilomatic  ethics. 

The  London  Mercury  of  ihe  10th  April,  which  came 
out  by  the  Great  Western,  in  allusion  to  our  debates  in 
congress,  and  in  conclusion,  says:  "There  is  little  doubt 
ihat  the  offer  from  our  government  which  went  out  by 
the  Caledonia  last  Saturday— for  it  did  oo  out,  notwith- 
standing the  ignorance  uf  our  slow  coach  coteinporaries 
on  the  subject — will  be  accepted,  one]  fiuully  settle  this 
important  and  long  pending  question." 

The  N.  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  says:  "A  para- 
graph from  a  Liverpool  paper  of  the  llth,  meniiuns  the 
above  inielligence  as  having  been  rumored  on  'cliange, 
but  does  not  speak  confidently  of  its  correctness.  Our 
r.gular  correspondent  writes  ua  under  dale  of  the  lOih 
insl.,  that  the  war  party  in  England,  as  «  ell  as  here,  was 
completely  down,  but  he  does  nut  appear  to  have  been 
aware  that  the  terms  of  an  arragemenl  had  been  agreed 
on." 

The  same  paperstates  that  "letters  by  the  Great  West- 
ern from  high  sources,  say  that  the  Oregon  question  is 
settled,  and  (jivu  the  details,  viz:  lat.  4'J  to  the  Straits  of 
Fuca,  and  thence  through  said  straits  to  the  Pacific, 
leaving  the  whole  of  Vancouver's  Island  to  G.  Britain, 
the  navigation  of  the  Columbia  for  a  term  of  years,  &c. 
We  uiicJerstand  the  fact  to  be,  that  the  arrangement 
was  made  through  the  medium  of  several  gentlemen  at 
Washington." 

The  Washington  Union,  referring  lo  the  above  arti- 
cles, aSFeri  that  iliey  "hear  nothing  of  this  settlement  in 
England,  or  ul  these  despatches  hy  the  Caledonia,''  and 
conclude  their  article  by  saying,  "as  at  present  advised, 
we  hear  of  nothing  to  justify  the  above  etaiements  of  the 
Mercury  or  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce." 

The  Smithsonian  Institute  Bill. — The  house  of 
representatives  have  devoted  much  of  the  week  to  a 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  several  projects  sub- 
mitted with  a  view  of  carrymg  out  the  philanthro- 
pic purposes  of  the  generous   donor 'of  the  fund. 

The  best  talents  in  the  house  enlisted  in  the  discus- 
sion,  and  the  debates    are  exceedingly  interesting 

We  shall  reserve  some  of  them  for  insertion.  The 
bill  before  the  committee  of  the  whole,  was  report- 
ed by  Mr.  Owen,  of  Indiana,  who  made  an  able 
speech  in  favor  of  his  own  project.  iVfter  sundry 
amendnients  were    offered,  debated,  and  disposed  of 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  then  offered  an  entire  substitute 
for  Mr.  Owen's  bill.  This  in  turn,  was  discussed, 
various  amendments  to  it  were  proposed,  debated  and 

disposed  of,  until  the  substitute  was  also  matured 

The  vote  was  taken  on  adopting  it  instead  of  Mr. 
O's  bill;  decided  in  the  negative,  ayes  57,  nays  74. 

During  the  maturing  of  Mr.  Owen's  bill, 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones  proposed  to  strike  out  all  the 
bill  after  the  word  "be,"  in  the  6th  line  and  insert 
the  following: 

Paid  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  lo  the  heirs 
at  law  or  next  of  kin  or  residuary  legatee  of  the 
said  James  Smithson,  or  their  authorised  agents, 
whenever  tliey  sitall  demand  the  same:  Provided, 
that  the  secretary  of  Ihe  treasury  shall,  in  paying 
over  said  money  as  herein  directed,  deliver  to  said 
heirs  all  stale  bonds  or  other  stocks  of  every  kind, 
which  have  been  purchased  with  said  money  or  any 
part  thereof,  in  lieu  of  so  much  uf  said  money  as 
shall  have  been  so  invested  m  Male  bonds  or  other 
stocks,  and  the  balance  of  said  sum  of  money,  if  any, 
not  so  invcble.l,  shall  bo  paid  out  ofany  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  Sims  moved  as  an  amendment  lo  the  amend- 
ment, the  proposition  of  which  he  had  given  notice 


(as  a  substitute  for  the  bill)  to  provide  for  the  return 
of  the  money. 

The  Chairman  decided  the  amendment  out  of  or- 
der at  this  lime. 

Mr  Rathbcn  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
iMr.  Jones,  by  striking  out  sn  much  as  relates  to  the 
restoring  to  the  heirs,  &c.  of  Mr.  Smithson  the  bonds 
of  the  slates  (so  that  the  money  and  not  the  bonds, 
shniild  be  returned.) 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  original  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Jones,  was  taken  b)  tellers,  and  decid- 
ed in  the  negative— ayes  8,  noe«  115. 

Mr.  Hough  next  offered  a  substitute  for  the  bill, 
which  was  in  its  turn  debated,  various  amendments 
were  proposed,  some  of  which  were  adopted,  others 
were  rejected.  When  matured,  the  question  on 
adopting  it  as  a  substitute  was  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  ayes  83,  noes  40. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as 
substituted.  The  question  being  upon  agreeing  to 
the  report,  the  previous  question  was  called  for  and 
sustained — the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the 
main  question,  and  resulted  ayes  81,  noes  76.  So 
tlie  substitute  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading — was  read  a  third  time,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called,  and  it  passed  ayes  85,  noes  76. — 
Amongst  the  yea,s  we  observe  the  names  of  Messrs. 
Owen,  J.  Q.  Adams,  Marsh,  &c. 

The  bill  on  the  30th  ult.  was  tlien  sent  to  the  sen- 
ate, where,  it  was  referred  to  select  committee  con- 
sisting of  Messi's.  Dix,  Corwin,  and  Lewis. 

The  House  Bill. — The  National  Intelligencer 
furnishes  the  following  summary  of  its  provisions. 

Sec.  1.  Provides  that  the  president,  the  heads  of 
the  executive  departments,  the  chief  justice,  com- 
missioner of  Ihe  patent  office,  and  the  mayor  of 
Washington,  with  such  other  persons  as  they  may 
elect  honorary  members,  shall  be  constituted  an  es- 
tablishment by  the  name  of  "the  Sn.ithsonian  Inali- 
tulc,"  and  lo  have  perpetual  succession. 

Sec.  2.  The  principal  of  the  bequest  ($515,169) 
is  loaned  in  perpetuity  to  Ihe  United  States,  at  six 
per  cent.,  from  1st  September,  1838;  and  the  inte- 
rest which  has  already  accrued  (§24'^,  129)  is  ap- 
proprialed  to  the  erection  of  buildings  and  other  ex- 
penses. 

Sec.  3.  The  business  to  be  conducted  by  a  board 
of  regents,  to  be  composed  of  the  vice  president,  the 
chief  justice,  the  mayor  of  Washington,  three  sena- 
tors, and  three  representatives,  with  six  other  per- 
sons, two  of  whom  shall  be  members  of  the  Nation- 
al Institute  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  the  other 
lour  to  be  residents  of  the  states.  The  regents  to  ap- 
point one  of  their  number  as  chancellor,  who  shall 
be  the  presiding  officer;  also  a  secretary  and  other 
necessary  officers. 

Sec.  4.  A  site  to  be  selected  by  the  regents  for 
the  necessary  buildings;  which  site  may  he  taken  out 
of  the  public  grounds  lying  between  the  patent  office 
and  Seventh  street,  if  the  president  and  heads  of  ex- 
ecutive departments  assent  to  such  selection;  if  not, 
then  to  be  taken  from  any  other  public  grounds  with- 
in the  city. 

Sec.  5.  Provides  for  the  erection  of  the  buildings, 
in  which  accommodation  is  lo  be  made  for  the  re- 
ception and  arrangement,  upon  a  liberal  scale,  of 
objects  of  natural  history,  including  a  geological  and 
mineralogical  cabinet — a  chemical  laboratory,  li- 
brary, gallery  of  arts,  and  necessary  lecture  rooms 
— nhich  buildings,  if  on  the  patent  office  square, 
may  so  connect  with  the  patent  office  building 
as  to  form,  in  appearance,  a  wing  to  that  build- 
ing. 

Sec.  6.  All  objects  of  art  and  of  curious  research, 
all  objects  of  natural  history,  plants,  geological,  and 
mineralogical  specimens,  belonging  or  lo  belong  lo 
the  United  States,  which  may  be  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, to  be  delivered  up  to  the  Instiiutioii;  and  the 
books,  manuscripts,  minerals,  cabinet,  &c.,  of  Mr. 
Smithson  lo  be  also  delivcd  up  and  deposited  in  the 
building. 

Sec.  7.  The  secretary  to  be  the  librarian  and  keep- 
er of  the  museum,  and  lo  employ  as-ii>tanls. 

Sec.  8.  From  the  interest  of  the  riiiid  an  appro- 
priation, not  exceeding  an  average  of  *;25,00ll  annu- 
ally, is  made  for  the  gradual  formation  of  a  library, 
to  be  composed  of  works  pertaining  lo  all  depart- 
ments ol   human  knu»  ledge. 

Sec.  9.  Any  accruing  interest  not  herein  appro- 
priated or  required  for  the  purposes  specified  in 
the  act,  may  be  disposed  of  as  the  regents  may  deem 
best  for  the  promotion  of  the  purposes  of  the  tes- 
tator. 

Sec.  10.  Reserves  to  congress  the  right  of  alter- 
ing, amending,  adding  lo,  or  repealing  any  of  the 
provisions  of  ihe  act. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


EXECUTIVE     JOURNAL. 
APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE    PRESIDENT. 

By  aiid  wilti  the  advice  and  cotisent  of  the  Senate. 

Benjamin  Palteson,  to  be  marshal  of  the  U.  States, 
for  the  norlhern  district  of  Alabama,  from  and  after 
the  8th  of  Maj,  1846,  when  his  present  commission 
expires. 

Wilson  Knott,  to  be  deputy  postmaster  at  NewarU, 
New  Jersey,  vice  John  J.  Plume,  removed. 

John  T.  iVIasort,  jr.  to  be  purser  in  the  navy,  vice 
purser  Robert  J.  Moore,  deceased. 

John  F.  Steele,  to  be  purser  in  the  navy,  vice  pur- 
ger  Thomas  E.  Norris,  resigned. 

Edward  C.  Uoran,  to  be  a  purser  in  the  navy,  vice 
purser  Philo  White,  resigned. 

William  B.  HarUvell,  to  be  a  purser  in  the  navy, 
vice  purser  John^N.  Todd,  dismissed. 

Quintin  Busbee,of  North  Carolina,  to  be  a  purser 
in  the  navy,  vice  purser  C.  C.  Rice,  deceased. 

DIPLOMATIC     JOURNAL. 

P  Mr.  C.  Serruys,  late  Belgian  charge  d'affairs  to 
this  country,  has  taken  his  linal  leavu  of  our  govoru- 
meht,  preparatory  to  his  embarking  for  Europe  to 
occupy  a  position  equally  honorable  with  the  one 
he  has  tilled  in  tlio  United  States.  ■  He  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  hi ,  -,  jvernment  to  a  mission  lo  Hamburg, 
Hanover,  Bremen,  and  Oldenburg.  During  the  eight 
or  more  yearn  which  Mr.  Serruys  residence  in  Wash- 
ington as  the  representative  of  his  government,  he 
has,  by  his  amiable  deportment,  and  the  frank  and 
unostentatious  manner  in  ahich  he  has  mingled  with 
our  citizens,  won  the  general  esteem;  and  he  leaves 
here  with  the  best  wishes  of  all  who  have  known 
hiji. 

Hon.  Dainey  S.  Carr,  our  minister  lo  Constantino 
pie,  sailed  from  Baltimore  on  the  13th  ult.  for  his 
place  of  destination,  via  Liverpool. 

Express  to  tite  U.  S.Jleet  in  the  Pacific.  An  officer 
of  the  V.  S.  navy  left  this  city  yesterday,  evening  with 
the  Missouri  mail  on  his  way  to  Fort  Leavenworth, 
where  he  is  to  obtain  an  escort  to  conduct  him  over 
the  plains  and  mountains  to  California.  He  is  al- 
lowed, we  understand,  one  hundred  days  lo  perform 
the  trip,  and  is  charged  with  instructions  lo  the  U. 
States  navy  no»v  in  the  Pacific. 

[St  Louis  Republican  22rf  ult. 

Consuls.  The  president  has  recognised  Benjamin 
Wiiliain  Frazier  as  vice  consul  of  the  Orieniai  Re- 
public of  Uruguay,  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Webster,  having  intimated  last  week  to 
the  senate  his  intention  to  be  absent  on  a  visit  home 
for  a  few  days,  left  the  seat  of  government  with  his 
family  for  that  purpose.  The  assault  which  had  re- 
cently been  made  by  a  member  of  congress  upon 
Mr.  W.'s  character,  no  doubt  influenced  his  friends 
and  admirers  to  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  lo 
renew  expressions  of  confidence  and  of  approbation 
of  the  manner  in  which  that  assault  had  been  treat- 
ed. On  reaching  Philadelphia,  Mr.  W.  was  waited 
upon  by  a  number  of  distinguished  citizens  and  so- 
licited to  partake  of  a  public  dinner.  The  invitation 
was  accepted,  and  the  dinner  is  to  "come  off"  on 
Mr.  Webster's  return  from  Boston   for  Washington. 

On  Mr.  W.'s  arrival  at  Boston,  on  Monday,  he 
found  the  depot  where  he  was  to  land,  surrounded 
by  an  immense  crowd  awaiting  his  arrival.  A  few 
hasty  preparations  for  receiving  him  had  been  made. 
The  crowd  was  so  dense  that  it  was  with  great  dif- 
ficulty he  made  his  way  from  the  cars  to  the  barouche 
which  was  in  wailing  in  front  of  the  U.  S.  Hotel, 
the  window.s  of  which,  as  well  as  of  all  surrounding 
buildings,  weie  filled  with  ladies.  The  streets  were 
filled  lo  a  great  distance  by  a  crowd.  Cheer  after 
cheer  greeted  Iheir  senator.  On  the  steps  of  the 
Hotel,  Mr.  W.  was  met  by  Mr.  Quincj,  the  mayor, 
who  thus  proceeded: 
Felhw-cilizens  of  Acio  England: 

We  have  assembled,  almost  without  premedita- 
tion, to  congratulate  one  another,  and  lo  welcome 
the  distinguished  representative  of  Massachusetts  to 
the  homes  of  hi>  constituents.  His  return  at  this 
time  awakens  feelings  of  peculiar  interest.  Since 
we  last  saw  him  him  he  has  been  exposed  to  accusj- 
tions,  and  assailed  by  slanders,  which,  if  substantia- 
ted, would   have  borne  the  mightiest  lo  the  earth. 

He  has  been,  as  it  were,  "fighting  wilh  wild  beasts 
at  Ephesus,"  and  we  rejoice  lo  find  that  he  has  come 
unscathed  from  the  conhict. 

Surrounded  again  by  his  friends,  I  know  not  wheth- 
er I  can  find  a  fitter  style  of  address  than  the  one 
used  centuries  ago  by  the  Persian  monarch— "Oh, 
Daniel,  has  thy  country,  that  thou  servesl  continual 
ly,  been  able  lo  deliver  thee  from  the  lions?"  And 
well  might  he  reply  like  the  statesman  of  old— My 
country  has  shut  the  lions'  mouths,  for  as  much  as 
before  it,  innocency  was  found  in  me. 


Daniel  JVebsler: 

The  shoul.s  that  you  ha\r  just  heard  assure  you 
far  better  than  any  words  of  mine  could  do,  of  the 
feelings  with  which  you  are  once  more  welcomed 
by  your  fellow-citizens  and  your  friends. 

I  address  you  not  as  an  olBcer  of  this  city,  not  as 
the  embodiment  of  any  faction,  or  of  any  party,  but 
as  the  representative  of  all  those  noble  and  elevated 
souls,  of  all  parties,  all  climes,  of  all  ages,  who 
love  lo  contemplate  political  talent  united  to  political 
integrity — who  feel  that  the  cause  of  freedom  and 
the  cause  of  man  gains  by  the  removal  of  a  fancied 
slain  on  one  lo  whom  they  look  with  unqualified  ad- 
miration. 

We  come  lo  congratulate  you  on  the  opportunity 
you  have  had  of  deslroying  the  monster  calumny  by 
a  single  blow.  Like  all  great  men,  you  are  subject 
to  that  detraction  that  follows  greatness  like  its  sha- 
dow, and  reniinds  you  at  every  moment  liiat  you  are 
mortal.  The  slings  of  thousands  of  petty  insects, 
whose  individual  insignificance  constitute  iheir  safe- 
ty, may  drive  the  noblest  of  animals  to  madness.  In 
your  case,  they  concentrated  their  venom.  It  was 
your  rare  fortune  that  it  took  a  shape — 

"II  shape  ii  mi^ht  bu  called  which  shape  had  none'' — 
and  to  destroy  it  needed  no  second  blow.  You  not 
only  doslroyed  the  hydra  like  the  champion  of  aiiii- 
quily,  your  wit  and  sarcasm  cauterized  Ihe  wound  so 
Ihat  no  other  could  succeed. 

We  congratulate  you,  and  we  congratulate  all  our 
fellow-citizens,  on  the  evidence  given  in  the  result  of 
this  controversy,  of  the  truth  that 

Virtue  may  be  assailed,  but  never  hurl: 
Surprised  by  unjust  force,  but  not  eiiihralleil; 
Yea,  even  that  which  mischief  meant  most  harm, 
Shall  in  the  happy  trial  prove  most  glory; 
When  evil  on  itself  shall  buck  recoil. 
And  ini.t  no  more  with  goodness;  when  at  last. 
Gathered  like  scum  and  sctded  to  iiself. 
It  shall  be  in  eiernal  restless  change, 
Self-fed  and  self-consumed. 
There  is   no  need  of  occupying  more  time  in  con- 
vincing you  of  the  feelings   with  which  this  multi- 
tude,  and    your  fellow-cilizens   at   large,  welcome 
your  return.     The  fatigues  of  your  long  journey  de- 
mand repose,  and    I   will  conclude  in  behalf  of  my 
fellow-cilizens,    in    your   own   language,    wilh   one 
word   changed,  "We   leave  you  to  the  best  society, 
when  we  leave  you  to  yourself." 

To  this  address  Mr.  Webster  replied  in  a  brief 
but  eloquent  speech. 

A  full  band  of  music  had  assembled,  and  proces- 
sion was  now  lormed  of  thousands,  and  Mr.  Webster 
was  escorted  through  Beach,  Washington,  Tremont, 
School,  and  Summer  streets  to  Ihe  residence  of  Jas. 
W.  Paige,  Esq.  Here  Mr.  Webster  took  a  brief 
farewell  of  the  assembled  multitude  the  band  struck 
up  "Home,  sweet  home,"  and  the  crowd  separated 
amid  the  shouts  of  applause. 

Mr.  G.  J.  I.ngersoll's  charge  agai.sst  Mr.  Webster. 
On  ihe  same  day,  and  almost  within  the  same  hour  in 
which  the  above  scene  was  transpiring  at  Boston,  Mr. 
C.  J.  IngersoU  was  on  the  floor  of  the  United  States 
house  of  representatives,  renewing  his  charges  against 
Mr.  Webster's  character  and  official  conduct,  and  pro- 
ducing sncii  arguments  and  statements  as  he  could  avail 
of  towards  substantiating  those  charges.  A  very  warm 
and  somewhat  personal  discussion  ensued  between  Mr. 
I.  and  Mr.  Ashmun,  of  Mass.  We  shall  furnish  here- 
after an  abstract  of  what  passed  on  ihe  occasion.  The 
result  of  ihe  discussion  was  that— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sche.nck, 

"Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  of  five  members 
be  appointed,  to  inquire  how  the  "seal  of  confidence, 
imposed  by  law,  and  heretofore  uniformly  preserved," 
in  relation  to  the  e.ipenditurc  of  the  said  jecrei  service 
fund  nas  come  lo  be  broken;  and  ho.v  the  said  Charles 
J.  Ingtrsoll  has  obtained  the  information  winch  he  has 
communicated  to  this  house,  and  to  ihe  public,  and 
through  whose  agjiicy  such  infoiination  has  been  pro- 
cured; wheihor  by  the  act  of  said  Iiigeisoll  himself  or 
by  any  ofiieer  of  any  deparimeiit  of  this  govtrnmem; 
and  il  a  member,  then  whether  he  does  not  deserve  by 
such  conduct  punishment  tiy  the  house;  and  whether,  in 
such  transaction,  there  has  not  been  an  oll'enco  com- 
mitted against  the  dignity  and  privileges  ot  liie  house; 
and  lliat  ihe  said  committee  have  power  to  si-nd  lor  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  that  they  report  lo  the  house  as 
soon  as  practicable  ihe  result  of  their  invesligalioii." 

On  motion  of  .VI r.  I'ETriT, 

"Arid  that  another  seleci  committee  of  five  be  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  charges  ihis  dav  made 
in  llns  house  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll  against  Mr.  Daniel 
Webster,  with  a  ne.v  to  founding  an  impeachment 
against  said  Daniel  Weosier;  and  that  said  committee 
liave  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  boulLs,  and  vou- 


Thi-  '-omuiiilses  consist  ofi  on  Mr.' Scheiick's  re^.MiK 
linn— .VTessrs.  Sclietick;  of  Oliib;-  Da!jblnV'dl"N.  G.; 
Mcllvam,  of  Pciin.;  Sianlon,  of  Tenni;  and  Rockwell, 
of  Conn. 

On  Mr.  P.iiit's  nmendment— Messrs.  Petiit,  of  la.; 
Vinion.  of  0:,i .;  Divis,  of  Miss.;  Kina,  of  Mass.:  and 
Wilmoi,  of  N.  York. 

CALiroR.siA.— .Irriixi.'  ..J  Ci-iit.  Frcr.ionl  (il  .".A  i:ctLj. 
We  had  the  pit-., sure  of  Lonv...ii  .^  ycsieriiay  ::.:.  an 
intelligent  g.-ntleninn  whiairivcJin  town  on  Moiiilny 
direcl  from  Calif. ruia.  He  left  ilier.  .1 1  the  13ih  ol  Fe- 
bruary l.si,  bv  «  ri.  f.r  M  zailan,  aid  iluiice  proreeded 
lo  Ihe  city  ol  M.'XHM.  l>cnviii.  thin-  again  on  ilie  3d 
iiistani,  he  n  ached  New  Orleans  in  the  barque  Clare- 
mom  from  Vera  Cruz. 

The  most  imponani  intelligence  for  which  we  are  in- 
debted t"  liim  relates  10  Cupl.  l'^' mont.  Th?'  cinllant 
and  advi  niurou."!  ollicer  reaclKd  Capi.  Smu  'a  ^  ile- 
inent,  tit  New  Helvetia,  nlmul  the  Isi  of  Fubrutiry  IubI, 
wilh  a  force  of  about  si.My  mounled  men,  as  we  are  in- 
formed. Cnpt.  Frcinonl  had  been  so  fortunaio  as  to  dis- 
cover a  new  route  or  pass,  by  which  California  can  he 
reached  by  emigrnnts  in  .sixty  days' less  lime  than  by 
the  old  roule  via  Oregon.  This  new  route  is  perfcclly 
practicable  for  wheeled  vehicles,  and,  when  il  comes  to 
be  generally  known,  will  pive  a  renewed  impetus  to 
einigralion  to  Cnliroriua.  \Vu  have  no  inliirnmtiun  lo 
us  lo  point  out  where  it  strikes  off  fro-n  the  Oregon  trail, 
or  10  c.vplain  its  course.  Capt.  Fremont  left  his  party 
near  Capt.  Suiter's,  and  proceeded  himself  to  Monterey 
on  a  visit.  We  have  no  inlormaiion  as  10  ihe  period  of 
his  return,  or  Ihe  route  he  will  pur.-iue. 

The  representations  made  to  us  in  regard  10  the  slato 
of  California  confirm  former  accounts.  Allegiance  lo 
the  central  government  of  Mexico  is  almost  entirely 
thrown  ofl".  Since  ilir  expulsion  of  (Jov.  Micheliorena, 
the  functions  of  chief  rnagislrale  have  been  discharged 
by  Don  Pio  Pico,  a  Califorwian  by  birth,  we  believe,  who 
holds  his  office  by  simie  inilelinite  but  popular  tenure. — 
The  famous  Mexican  expedition  to  reduce  the  depart- 
ment 10  obedience  has  not  reached  Cahfornia.  Our  in- 
formant saw  a  part  of  the  troops  destined  for  this  opera- 
tion as  he  passed  through  Uuadalajara,  about  ihe  15ih 
ult.  Ills  his  opinion  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Mex- 
ico lo  impose  a  governor  upon  California;  thai,  should 
one  he  sent  there,  he  would  be  almost  iniinediately  ex- 
pelled. Sill,  the  Calilornians  are  distracted  by  dissen- 
sions among  themselves,  and  eiabiliiy  under  any  rule  or 
any  form  of  government  is  not  to  be  counted  upon  among 
them. 

There  is  a  strong  tide  of  emigration  pouring  in  from 
the  slates  by  way  of  Oregon.  Some  leave  this  country 
with  a  view  in  the  outset  to  settle  there,  but  there  is  a 
yet  greater  influx  of  disappointed  emigrants  to  Oregon, 
who  wander  on  further  south  in  search  of  betier  lands 
and  happier  sklee.  [jV.  Orleans  Pic.  ylj>riZ22. 

The  Quarterly  Review  lor  March,  received  by  llio  Ca- 
ledonia, has  a  fang  article  on  the  Oregon  question,  advo- 
cating a  setilenient  on  the  same  terms  as  those  propos- 
ed some  time  since  in  the  Edinburg  Review,  10  wil: — 
the  prolongaiion  of  the  line  iio\v  separating  Canada  and 
the  United  Stales — the  49th  degree — as  far  as  the  const 
south  of  Frazer's  river,  and  iheiice  Ihrough  the  middle 
of  the  Straits  of  Fuca  lo  the  ocean-  They  profess  to  iie 
convinced  by  advices  tlicy  have  lately  received,  "that  the 
American  cabinet  will  not,  and,  if  it  would,  coit/*/  not, 
make  any  larger  concession,''  and  they  consider  such  a 
seitlemenlas  "sufiicient  for  iheir  honor." 

For  once,  the  whig  Edinburg  and  the  lory  Quarterly 
are  of  opinion,  and  thai  opinion  the  same  as  is  held  by 
a  large  majority  of  the  American  seiiaic.  We  may, 
Ihereitire,  loi  k  wilh  some  confidence  for  an  early  settle- 
ment of  the  question. 

The  new  British  corn  law.    The  vote  on  the 
second  reading  of  Mr.  Peel's   bill  in    Ihe  house  of 
commons,  stood  302  for,  and  214  against  Ihe  bill. — 
The  votes  have  been  classified  thus: 
Members  representing.  ,ijjirm.        J^eg. 

English  and  Welsh  counties,  29  109 

Do.  cities  and  towns,  203  88 

Scotch  counties,  10  5 

Do.  cities  and  burg-.  '22  1 

Irish  counlies,  17  8 

Do.  cities  and  low  11,  16  3 

302  214 

This  shows  thai  of  the  myoriiy  vote,  ui  302,  noleaj 
than  24G  «eie  the  repicseiitaUvea  of  cilica  t.uc  towns 
— and  only  56  wti^  the  represenUlives  of  lUc  agri- 
cultural interests. 

I  I  e  302  of  the  majority,  represented  530,926 
elcciors,  and  a  pupuiatiuii  of  16,843,544. 

The  214  ul  the  m.iiority,  represinle  J  503,160  elec- 
tors, and  a  population  ol  19,528  582.  So  says  the 
J^ational  Inldligcncer.  Ttvae  who  voted  for  the  hill 
represented  the  corn  ci  i-umers — those  that  voted 
against  il  represented  corn  growers. 

Ireland  in  distress.  The  period  has  arrived  al  which, 
if  there  be  a  fellow  lelling  and  sympathy  for  ihe  poor  of 
Ireland  abroad  in  our  land  of  abundance,  that  feeling 
should  be  concentrated,  called  into  ae''"n,  and  made 
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instrumental  in  whatever  of  relief  it  may  afTord.  Their 
stock  of  provisions,  d  if  eased  as  they  have  been,  must 
now  be  nearly  exliaiisfed,  and  it  is  yet  many  months  be- 
fore another  crop  will  niaiure  for  iheir  relief.  We  notice 
with  feelings  of  delight,  that  the  warmhearted  South 
Carolinians  have  already  taken  the  sulijecl  in  hand.— 
Meetings  have  been  held  at  Charleston,  and  measures 
are  there  in  progress.  South  Carolina  was  the  only  stale 
of  this  Union  m  which  the  crops  of  1840  failed.  They 
are  therefore  the  least  able  to  contribute  from  abundance. 
Their  "mile"  is  the  more  blessed. 

A  meeting  at  Savannah,  for  the  purpose  ol  sending 
relief  lo  suffering  Ireland,  assembled  at  the  Exchange 
on  Monday  evening  of  last  week.  The  mayor  presided 
— a  committee  was  appointed  lo  draw  up  a  preamble 
and  resolutions,  which  were  reponed  by  G.  B.  Gum- 
ming, Esq.,  the  chairman.  A  commiliee  of  2C  was 
appointed  lo  collect  donations.  The  nieeiing  was  ad. 
dressed  by  G.  B.  Camming.  M.  Hopkins,  J.  VV.  Jack- 
son, Efqrs.,  and  Rev.  Mr.  O'Neill. 

The  iollowins  absiracis,  made  by  the  N.  York  Journal 
of  Commerce  from  lenglhy  nificial  reports  of  hospitals, 
di.«pensatories,  &c.,. afford  a  mere  glimpse  of  the  stale  oi 
affairs  in  Ireland: 

Antrim. — Randahtown.  Jaundice  and  diarrhcea  ex- 
ist from  unsoundness  and  insufficiency  of  food.  Break- 
ing out  of  disease  apprehended  where  desiitulion  exists. 
Armagh.— Markethill.  Fever,  diarrhcea,  and  dyspep- 
sia have  increased  considerably,  and  are  in  many  cases 
traceable  to  ihe  use  of  unsound  polatoes. 

Cavan. — Belturbit.  Dysprp-ia,  diseases  of  alimentary 
canal,  dysentery,  and  diarrhcea  are  caused  by  unsound 
food.  Cottiers  are  without  even  tainted  polatoes  for  food. 
Many  uneinplos'ed  poor  of  dl^tricts  are  in  a  starving 
condition.  Breaking  out  of  disease  apprehended  wiih 
certainly  from  destitulion  arising  from  scarcity  of  food; 
'it  cannot  be  otherwise.' 

Kingscuurt.  Three  thousand  and  sixty  persons  re- 
lieved at  dispensary  wiiliin  five  months  past.  Five  or 
six  thousand  poor  iiufniployed.  Breaking  out  of  disease 
apprehende'l  i.i  the  spring  and  summer. 

Clare. — Newmarket  on  Fergus  Dispensary.  A  large 
proportion  of  poor  attacked  wiih  colic,  purging,  and 
vomiting,  aftereating  bad  potatoes;  ihe  entire  population 
of  the  village  living  on  unsound  potatoes. 

Kilkec  Dispensary.  A_peculiiir  form  of  low  fever  pre- 
valent for  the  last  ihree  ur  four  nionihs,  lo  be  attributed, 
in  some  degree,  lo  the  use  of  unsound  potatoes.  Fully 
three  fourths  of  the  laborers  unemployed  lor  the  last 
three  months.  An  outbreak  of  disease  apprehended,  if 
measures  lo  avert  the  threatened  famine  be  not  adopted. 
Cork. —  Crookhaven.  An  immense  number  unemploy- 
ed, without  food,  clothing,  or  fuel.  Typhus  fever  and 
dysentery  will  become  exfcnsive,  if  relief  be  not  afford- 
ed. 

Fermoy  Fever  Hospital.  The  increase  is  so  alarming 
here,  tliat  a  special  meeting  of  the  subscribers  is  be  call- 
ed tor  its  consideration.  A  great  many  unemployed, 
and  the  distress  consequent  is  alarming.  The  spread  of 
conlagions  fever  apprehended. 

tVatergass  Hill.  Gastric  affeclions  more  prevalent 
than  for  the  last  ten  years.  Bilious  affections  alarmingly 
prevalent,  from  the  use  of  unsound  potatoes.  Numbers 
unemployed.  Cholera  or  low  fever  must  be  the  result  ot 
the  eiisiing  necessity  of  those  dependent  on  unsound 
polatoes. 

Kerry. — Tralee  Infirmary.  Fever  and  dysentery  be- 
coming more  prevalent;  also  scarlatina,  measles,  and 
hooping  cough  severely  prevalent,  but  not  aiiribuied  to 
unsoundness  of  I'ood.  A  vast  number  unemployed  in 
the  district,  some  poor  in  the  country  working  for4d.  a 
day,  without  diet. 

Sneem.  The  number  of  patients  have  increased  as  ten 
to  on.,  attributed  to  the  quahiy  of  lood.  An  extension 
of  fever  apprehended. 

Dingle.     A  great  increase  of  fever  and   small  pox. — 
The  number  of  patients  at  dispensary  increased  o 
third.    A  thousand  laborers  unemployed  in  district. 
Fever  very  rife.     No  fever  hospital  within  thirty  mill 

Tralee  Gaol.  Fever  and  dysentery  iiiereasing  from 
use  of  unsound  potatoes.  The  number  of  patience  at 
dispensary  liave  increased.  Great  nambert,  unemployed 
in  district.     Fever  and  bowel  complaint  dreaded. 

IVater/ord. — lionmuhon  Dispensary.  Great  increase 
of  fever  in  district.  From  150  to  2U0  unemployed  in  ihe 
village  of  Bonmahon. 

Tipperary — Garrick  onSuir.  Dispensary  and  Fever 
Hospital.  Fever  very  much  on  the  increase.  Fever  and 
dysentery  prevalent  in  district,  and  attributed  lo  the  use 
of  white  potatoes,  and  uncleanly  habits  of  ihe  lower  or- 
der of  ihe  population.  A  very  great  number  of  unem- 
ployed in  di.strict     Fever  certainly  anticipated. 

We.tford.—Oulart  Fiver  Hospital.  Irisli  cholera  now 
prevalent;  attributable  lo  unsoundness  of  food.  Fearso' 
further  spread  ol  disease,  from  bad  stale  of  potatoes. — 
SuggPBlR  giving  employment. 

Q,uren's.—M(nmt  Melliek  Dispensary.  A  uad  fever 
now  prevali'iii;  not  atiribuiable  lo  iiaiiire  of  food.  Mucl 
of  buwol  iiuiiiiilaitjlsjnow  pievuiliug,  owing  to  bud  pota 
toes.  Aitpri-liends,  very  senou.sly,  an  extensive  spreat 
of  /ever,  ^^iiggesls  supplying  people  with  wholesomt 
food. 

Fever  Hospital.  TypuB  fever  of  a  malignant  charnc 
tor  aliiinnrigly  prevaleni;  not  aiiogetliiT  aliribiuuble  li 
unsoundness  ol  food;  owing,  in  sotno  degree,  lo  scarcity 
of  food.  Suggests  providing  good  and  suHicieiit  food, 
and  Bttict  Htieniion  to  clcanmiess.  Considers  preseiil 
an  unhealthy  season. 


Galway.—Annadawn  Dispensary.    Slates  that  diarr- 1      On  the  illh  April,  general  ^nipuidta  marched  into 

hcea  and  fever  are  on  the  increase,  which  he  attributes    Melamoras  with  1,000  cavalry  aud   1,500  infantry. 

to   unsoundness  of  polatoes.     Number  of  patients  in-    Xhi«  augmented  the  Mexican   force  there  lo  5,500 

ased  (about  fifty  a  week;)  a  great  number  of  laborers    [j,gp 


unemployed.     Fears  that  disease  will  inc 

Mayo.—Crossmoline  Dispensary.  Stales  that  fever  is 
much  more  general  than  in  former  years,  but  differs  in 
its  symptoms,  mode  of  alllack,  and  termination,  and 
allributesiltobad  food.  Anticipates  a  fearful  increase 
of  disease.     Three  fourths  of  laborer.-  unemployed. 

An  English  paper  received  by  the  last  sleamer,  says: 

While  the  walls  of  parliament  ring  with  the  distress  of 
Ireland,  and  the  fearsof  famine  in  thai  country  arecon- 
stanlly  present  to  the  eyes  of  Briiish  statesmen,  it  is  an 
undoubted  fact  that  the  receipt  of  butler,  beef  flour,  and 
provisions,  the  produce  of  the  sister  kingdom,  in  the 
Thames  and  in  the  Mersey,  are  greater  ihan  at  any 
former  period." 

This,  instead  of  being  a  pi-oof  to  us  of  an  abundance 
in  Ireland,  is  evidence  of  the  extremity  to  which  the 
people  are  reduced.  Potoloes,  it  is  admilled,  have  risen 
to  double  the  price  at  which  they  were  sold  at  the  same 
period  last  year.  Whatever  would  command  the  mo- 
npy  wherewith  to  purchase  cheap  food,  must  be  sent  to 
market. 

American  treaty  with  China.  The  Chinese  Re- 
pository, published  at  the  end  of  December,  con- 
tains the  following  account  of  the  exchange  of  rati- 
fications of  the  American  treaty: 

"Commodore  James  Riddle  arrived  with  his  suite 
in  Canton,  on  Saturday  the  28th  instant,  having  left 
the  Columbus  at  anchor  below  Chueupi.  He  was 
the  bearer  of  the  ratified  treaty  of  Wanghia,  having 
been  charged  with  it  by  Mr.  Everett,  who,  by  ill 
health  was  compelled  lo  return  after  having  reached 
South  America.  The  commodore  will  act  as  com 
missioner,  in  place  of  Mr.  Everett,  lill  he  can  learn 
the  pleasure  of  his  government. 

"Wednesday,  December  31st,  ratified  copies  of 
the  treaty  concluded  at  Wanghia,  July  3d,  1844,  by 
their  excellencies  Caleb  Cashing  and  Keying,  were 
exchanged  at  Pwaiilaug,  Punlong,  a  country  seat  of 
Pwan  Sz'shing.  The  exchange  look  place  at  3  o'clock 
P.  M.  There  were  present  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese, 
their  excellencies  Keying,  Hwang  Nganlung  Chau 
Changling,  Pwan  Sz'shing,  the  same  persons  who 
look  part  in  negoliating  the  treaty  with  Liu  Tsin, 
chifu,  prefect  or  or  mayor  of  the  cily  of  Canton, 
and  a  large  retinue  of  inferior  officers;  o.i  the  part 
of  the  United  Sintes  of  America,  were  present,  com. 
Biddle,  officers  of  the  Columbus,  the  United  Slates 
1,  P.  S.  Forbes,  esq.  the  Rev.  Drs.  Parker  and 
Bridgman;  the  former  being  secretary  and  Chinese 
nlerpreter  to  the  legation,  with  several  other  gen- 
tlemen, residents  at  Canton. 

After  the  parlies  had  passed  the  compliments  usual 
when  meeting  on  such  occasion,  Ihe  two  copies  of 
Ihe  treaty  which  had  been  ratified;  one  by  the  em- 
peror of  Peking,  and  the  other  at  Washington  by  the 
president  and  the  senate,  were  brought  forward,  and 
Ihe  Chinese  carefully  compared  one  with  the  other, 
and  being  found  lo  agree  they  were  exchanged  in 
due  form,  commodore  BiJdIe  acting  commissioner, 
presenting  that  from  Washington  to  Keying,lhe  whole 
party  standing.  Four  copies  of  a  certificate  of  the 
exchange  previously  prepared  in  Chinese  and  Eng- 
lish, were  Ihen  signed  and  sealed  by  the  commis- 
sioners, and  two  retained  by  the  one,  and  two  by  the 
other.     This  closed  the  business  of  Ihe  day. 

Keying,  who  for  some  days  past  had  been  suffering 
from  ill  heallh,  now  requested  Dr.  Parker  who  had 
prescribed  for  his  excellency  several  days  previously, 
to  examine  his  pulse  and  his  lungs;  the  latter  was 
done  by  the  slethescope.  His  excellency  was  far 
from  being  well;  but  as  on  all  former  occasions 
when  we  have  seen  htm,  his  bearing  was  remarkably 
dignified  and  easy.  Of  the  two,  it  is  not  easy  lo  say 
which  is  the  ablest  and  most  accomplished.  Keying 
or  Hwang.  Neither  would  suffer  by  comparison 
wilh  the  highest  statesmen  thai  can  be  found  in  any 
of  the  western  countries  or  cabinets. 

.\l  about  5  o'clock  the  party  sat  down  to  dinner, 
one  of  those  rich  entertainments  lhal|have  been  so 
often  described  by  visitors.  Il  was  in  good  style, 
every  way  well  suited  lo  Iheoccusiun. 


ARMT    JOURNAL. 

The  army  of  occupation.  Accounts  already  furnish- 
ed, left  gen.  Taylor  on  Ihe  y9lh  ull.  taking  post  on 
the  eastern  hank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  immediately  op 
posile  and  commanding  the  town  of  Metamoras. — 
Hy  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Col.  Harvey  at  New 
Orleans,  we  learn  that  general  Taylor  was  met  by  a 
deputalion  of  civilians  from  Ihe  town  of  Metamoras, 
who  protested  againsl  his  "invasion  of  the  Mexican 
department  of  Tamaulipas." 

The  general  immeuiutely  look  a  position  within 
reach  ol  Ibe  Mexican  batteries,  placed  four  oighl 
pounders  so  ui>  to  command  the  town,  and  so  re 
niaiiicJ. 


On  Ihe  next  day  gen.  Ampudia  notified  gen.  Tay- 
lor to  retire  lo  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Nueces.  This 
notification  was  of  a  threatening  character,  and  was 
regarded  by  gen.  T.  as  of  a  belligerent  nature,  and 
accordingly  he  instructed  the  military  commander  at 
the  Brazos  to  consider  the  Mexican  army  as  in  a 
hostile  altitude.  A  Mexican  vessel,  or  perhaps  two, 
from  New  Orleans,  wilh  supplies  for  the  troops  at 
Malamoras  was  expected  lo  arrive  soon,  and  gen. 
Taylor  had  ordered  Ihe  naval  commander  at  the 
Brazos  to  seize  them  the  moment  they  appeared. 

To  the  notification  of  gen.  Ampudia,  gen.  Taylor 
replied  that  he  was  instructed  by  the  president  of  the 
U.  S.  to  occupy  the  territory  east  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
He  came  there,  he  said,  without  any  hostile  inten- 
tions, either  towards  the  government  or  people  of 
Mexico,  but  any  attempt  to  dislodge  him  would  be 
repelled  by  force;  and  furthermore,  if  gen.  Ampudia 
altempled  lo  cross  the  Rio  Grande,  it  would  be  con- 
sidered a  hostile  act,  and  would  be  resisted  as  such. 
Previous  to  the  arrival  of  Ampudia,  the  Mexicans 
had  placed  a  battery  of  eighteen  field  pieces,  all  the 
available  artillery  in  their  possession,  in  such  a  po- 
sition as  to  command  Ihe  American  camp.  To  Ibis 
gen.  Taylor  paid  no  attention,  until  he  received  Am- 
pudia's  communication.  Then,  as  a  measure  of  pre- 
caution, he  placed  the  army  beyond  the  range  of  the 
battery  by  moving  higher  up  towards  a  four  gun  bat- 
tery, by  which  he  had  complete  command  of  Mala- 
moras By  this  means  he  rendered  the  Mexican  bat- 
teries useless. 

ll  was  represented  by  the  Mexicans  lo  the  people 
on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  that  the  de- 
struction of  the  American  army  was  inevitable,  and 
that  if  they  remained  they  would  in  all  probability 
share  its  fate.  This  induced  a  majority  of  the  in- 
habilanls  lo  cross  the  river.  Still,  the  army  was 
well  supplied  wilh  provisions  from  both  sides  of  the 
river. 

We  are  informed  says  the  New  Orleans  BuUelin, 
that  about  thirty  of  the  American  troops  had  desert- 
ed, ten  or  twelve  of  whom  were  shot  in  endeavoring 
to  make  their  escape.  This  had  the  effect  of  check- 
ing further  desertions.  It  is  said  that  about  1,000  of 
Ampudia's  men  deserted  him  on  his  march.  The 
Mexicans  have  at  Malamoras  18  or  20  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery— the  Americans  have  12  field  pieces,  besides 
the  4  eighteen  pounders  in  the  battery. 

Gen.  Worth  is  on  his  way  lo  this  city  in  the  U.  S. 
steam  propeller  Hunter,  which  vessel  left  on  the 
same  day  as  the  Colonel  Harney. 

Col  Truman  Cross,  quarter  master  general  of  the 
army,  disappeared  so  singularly,  that  for  several 
days  the  greatest  anxiety  was  felt.  A  letter  from  an 
officer  of  Ihe  army,  dated  Point  Isabel,  April  14, 
says — "  Col.  Cross  left  the  camp  obout  noon  on 
Friday,  10th  inst.  He  was  alone,  and  when  last 
heard  from,  was  at  the  house  of  a  Mexican,  about 
one  mile  from  the  camp.  Since  that  lime  no  certain 
information  has  been  received  as  to  his  fate.  On 
the  evening  he  was  missed,  a  command  of  dragoons 
was  sent  out,  and  kepi  out  all  night  in  search  of  him. 
Half-hour  guns  were  fired  at  camp,  and  every  prac- 
ticable measure  taken  lo  find  him.  At  daylight 
next  morning  I  was  ordered  out  with  my  squadron, 
which  1  divided  into  small  parlies,  and  scoured  the 
country  in  every  direction,  but  could  not  find  him. 
The  colonel's  son,  William  was  wilh  me,  and  I 
gained  such  information  as  satisfied  him  and  myself 
that  his  father  had  been  taken  prisoner  while  out. 
After  a  chase  of  half  a  mile  through  a  swamp,  wo 
captured  a  Mexican  negro.  He  could  tell  nothing 
to  gratify  our  inquiries,  until  1  gave  him  a  flogging. 
He  then  told  the  circumstances  attending  the  colo- 
nel's capture.  1  obtained  the  same  information  from 
several  other  persons.  The  Mexican  officers  who 
brought  general  Ampudia's  despatch  to  gen.  Taylor, 
assured  gen.  Taylor  that  col.  Cross  was  not  in  Ma- 
lamoras, and  that  if  taken  a  prisoner,  lliey  knew  no- 
thing about  il.  I  believe  he  has  been  captured  and 
taken  into  the  interior  of  the  country. 

"The  regiment  has  been  on  the  move  day  and  night, 
for  the  last  five  days,  guarding  the  crossings  of  the 
river." 

Another  officer  of  the  army  writing,  probably  a 
day  later,  as  given  in  the  New  Orleans  Picayune — 
afler  mentioning  deep  regret  at  the  resignation  of 
gen  Worlh,  of  whom  he  says — "it  is  no  disparage- 
ment to  others  in  the  service  lo  say  that,  in  Ihe 
highesl  and  best  qualifications  of  a  general  officer, 
general  Worlh  has  no  superior  in  the  army,"  thus 
proceeds— "Anolher  uiitowered  evonl  in  the  service 
we  have  to  chronicle  On  the  morning  of  the  10th 
instant,  colonel  Cross,  the  acting  quartermaster  gene- 
ral of  the  army,  lefl  llie  camp  on  hoisehack  una!- 
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tended,  on  business  in  his  department.  Not  return- 
ing wilhin  a  reasonable  lime,  alarm  was  excUed  in 
regard  to  ills  safety,  and  paities  were  sent  out  for 
him,  but  could  obtain  no  salisfaetory  tidings  of  him. 
Three  or  four  days  elapsed,  and  the  gravest  fears 
were  entertamed  for  his  life,  when  happily,  lhroU|;h 
the  energy  and  adroitness  of  an  olBcer  of  dragoons, 
it  was  asi-erlained  that  col.  Cross  had  been  taken 
prisoner  by  a  party  of  Mexican  rancheros,  consisting 
of  a  captain,  lieutenant,  and  five  men,  and  carried 
off.  Not  the  least  apprehension  is  now  enteilaiiieJ 
for  the  personal  safety  of  colonel  Cross,  but  it  is  not 
known  in  gen.  Taylor's  camp  where  he  is.  Mexican 
officers  positively  deny  thai  he  is  in  .Matamoras,  and 
we  must  wail  patiently  a  little  while  for  the  mystery 
to  be  unravelleil.  Gut  let  us  repeat  that,  at  last  ac- 
counts, the  oflScers  of  general  Taylor's  camp  felt  no 
alarm  whatever  as  to  ihe  personal  safely  of  colonel 
Cross." 

r  General  Worth  returned  to  New  Orleans  in  the 
steamer  Col.  Harney,  from  the  Rio  Grande,  having 
considered  it  due  to  himself,  lo  resign  his  commis- 
sion in  consequence  of  the  late  regulation  issued 
from  the  department  relative  lo  brevet  rank.  Gen. 
Worth  had  exhibited  abilities  in  finally  bringing  lo 
an  end  the  tedious  Seminole  war,  which  so  many 
that  preceded  him  in  comm:ind,  had  failed  to  ac- 
complish. He  was  universally  respected. 
|i  The  Philadelphia  Pennsylvanian  has  a  letter  from 
an  officer  of  the  army  under  gen.  Taylor,  dated  at 
3  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  ult.  which 
says — "A  prisoner  has  just  been  brought  in  by  the 
picket.  He  says  the  enemy  are  going  to  cross  the 
river  at  a  certain  point  to-morrow.  A  squadron 
goes  with  him  to  Ihe  place  at  daylight — 1,500  men 
are  hard  at  work  at  the  ramparts  and  traverses,  and 
gen.  T.  and  hisslatf  just  now  passed  up  at  a  gallop- 
all  showing  that  matters  are  growing  serious.  The 
lower  picket  also  reported  about  an  hour  since  a 
large  body  of  cavalry  on  their  way  down  the  river 
bank  about  four  miles  below,  on  the  other  side,  of 
course." 


NAVAL     JOURNAL. 

The  Potomac  frigate  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the 
first  April  from  Norfolk. 

The  ^Inurican  squadron  at  Sacrificios  on  the  olh 
April  consisted  of  the  Cumberland  and  Potomac 
frigates,  the  Falmouth,  St.  Marys'  and  John  Adams, 
sloops  of  war. 

The  frigate  Brandytcine,  now  in  ordinary  as  Gos- 
port  navy  yard,  is  to  be  fitted  out  forthwith. 

Lieut.  G.  S.  Blake,  takes  command  of  the  U.  S. 
brig  Perry,  now  at  Norfolk  preparing  for  the  Pacific. 
Lieut.  B.  has  for  some  lime  been  occupied  in  sur- 
veying the  Delaware  bay  and  river,  in  the  course  of 
which  lie  discovered  a  safe  ship  channel  in  the  bay, 
not  heretofore  laid  down  in  the  chart. 

Tlie  Consiilulion—Otd  Ironsides.  A  letter  from  an 
officer  on  boaid  the  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution,  now 
in  the  Pacific,  relates  the  following  pleasing  inci- 
dent, which  occurred  when  the  Constitution  was 
out  about  ten  days  from  Macao,  on  her  way  to  Ma- 
nilla, and  found  herself  near  a  fleet  of  six  British 
vessels,  becalmed: 

"A  few  light  cats-paws  fanned  us  along  until  we 
were  within  tvio  miles  of  them,  and  then  the  wind 
left  us.  We  were  all  thus  becalmed  insight  of  each 
other.  We  made  them  out  to  be  a  large  line-of- 
batlle  ship,  two  frigates,  one  brig  and  two  steamers; 
their  nation  as  yel  unknown,  as  there  was  no  wind 
lo  throw  out  Iheir  ensigns.  Presently  one  of  the 
steamers  began  firing  up,  and  shortly  afterwards 
bore  down  for  us.  We  were  just  exercising  our 
crew  at  general  quarters,  (always  keeping  up  our 
discipline,  you  perceive),  when  she  came  wilhin 
hail.  From  her  we  learnt  that  the  vessels  compos- 
ed the  East  India  squadron  of  H.  B.  M.  under  com 
oiand  of  rear  admiral  sir  Thomas  Cochrane,  K.  C.  B., 
that  they  had  been  seven  months  down  among  the 
islands,  and  the  whole  squadron  were  thort  of  bread, 
'grog,'  water,  and  other  necessaries,  and  they  de- 
sired lo  know  if  we  could  furnish  them  with  the 
stores  required,  to  last  them  one  week.  We  of  course 
complied.  >fo  sooner  asked  than  done.  No  sailor 
ever  stops  lo  count  ,the  biscuit  in  his  locker  when 
he  sees  a  hungry  customer.  Then  a  lively  scene  oc- 
curred, gratifying,  1  assure  you.  to  bolh  sides.  Our 
guns  had  to  be  secured,  and,  indeed,  we  must  have 
presented  rather  a  hostile  appearance  lo  Mr.  Bull; 
in  fact,  one  of  the  officers  good  humoredly  observed, 
he  'thought  we  were  going  to  blow  him  out  of  water.' 
'We  turned  lo  with  light  hearts,  and  broke  out  the 
provisions  and  sent  them  on  board,  while  we  enter- 
tained the  officers  in  very  gallant  style,  in  fact  doing 
the  clean  and  genteel  thing  by  them.  1  don't  recol- 
lect ever  spending  a  more  pleasing  time  than  1  did 
Ihe  two  short  hours  they  were  with  usj  and  when 
they  left,  it  nas  like  parting  «ilb  friends  of  long 
standing.     One  good  fellow  gave,  as   he   was  about 


leaving,  'The  good  Old  Ironsides — always  the  first 
to  prepare  for  her  friends  or  foes;  and  her  gentle- 
manly officers  tlie  first  to  treat  them  accordingly.'  A 
light  breeze  shortly  afterwards  sprung  up — night 
closed  in — the  wind  freshened — we  cracked  on  slud- 
den-sails,  both  sides,  alow  and  aloft,  and  the  next 
day  Ihe  high  mountains  of  Luzon  were  plainly  in 
view." 

The  .Uarioii,  U.  S.  ship,  sailed  from  Lagos,  Jan. 
20— all  well.  The  purser  died  on  board  January 
10,  and  was  buried  at  Qiiilar. 

The  razee  "Independence,"  is  to  be  taken  to  Ihe 
dock  at  the  navy  yard,  at  Charlestown,  for  repairs. 
We  give  this  information  for  the  benefit  of  our 
southern  contemporaries,  who  for  the  past  four 
months,  have  every  two  weeks  announced  that  the 
"Independence"  was  fitting  out,  as  the  flag  ship  of 
com.  Perry,  for  the  Gulf  squadron.  Thai  may  be 
her  destination  for  ought  we  can  say. 

[Boston  Journal. 

Paiipehs  and  criminals  from  Europe  The  U. 
States  consul  in  Switzerland,  writes  to  the  city  au- 
ihorilies  of  N.  York,  dated  Basle,  March  27,  184G, 
in  which  he  speaks  of  the  evil  of  sending  paupers 
and  criminals  to  this  country  as  on  the  increase.  To 
counteract  this  shamelul  practice.  Mr.  Goundie 
translated  and  caused  to  be  published  extensively  in 
Swizerlaiid  and  Germany,  the  act  of  the  legislature 
requiring  that  "owners,  captains,  and  agents,  give  a 
guarantee  that  such  emigrants  as  they  may  land  at 
New  York  shall  not  fall  a  charge  lo  the  city  or  state 
within  two  years  after  their  arrival." 

"Town  authorities  and  cantonal  governmenla  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  sending  their  paupers  lo  the  U, 
Stales,  merely  securing  them  a  passage  to  N.  York, 
and  not  providing  them  with  a  cent  to  proceed  in- 
land after  their  arrival.  Since  the  publication  of 
this  act,  those  that  had  been  sent  this  spring  had 
money  sent  after  them,  and  others  that  are  about 
being  shipped,  are  now  provided  with  suflicient 
means  to  cany  them  to  the  west.  They  do  it,  not 
for  the  good  of  the  individuals  or  for  the  benefit  of 
the  country  where  they  are  going,  'but  being  fearful 
that  nol  provided  with  means  to  carry  them  into  the 
interior  after  arriving  at  New  York,'  they  might 
be  refused  a  passage  and  returned  to  them  by  the 
French  government.  It  is  out  of  the  question  lo 
put  a  slop  lo  It  entirely;  yet  I  think  1  have  succeed- 
ed in  relieving  t'le  city  of  N.  Yoik  from  the  offence 
of  maintaining  Swiss  and  German  paupers  for  the  fu- 
ture, as  they  ivill  come  prepared  hereafter  to  pay 
their  way  lo  the  Far  West.  Emigration  this  year 
will  far  exceed  any  previous  years;  and  I  am  con 
vinced  if  1  had  not  taken  this  measure,  your  city 
would  have  again  bemi  overrun  by  these  destitute 
paupers,  who,  when  winter  came,  would  have  to  be 
provided  for  in  your  alms-houses  and  hospitals.  With 
high  regard  your  humble  servant, 

G.  H.  GOUNDIE, 
U.   S.  consul  in  Switzerland." 

English  Protection.  If  any  one  supposes  that 
England  gives  up,  or  has  given  up  the  principle  of 
protection  to  her  industry  or  labor,  so  long  as  there 
exists,  or  has  existed,  the  least  occasion  for  such 
protection,  let  that  individual  read  over  the  following 
rales  of  duties  imposed  on  sugars  imported  into 
England  for  consumption,  fixed  no  longer  than  one 
year  ago,  early  in  1845.  He  will  see,  first  of  all, 
that  she  protects  the  indnslry  or  labor  of  her  own 
colonies  against  all  the  world;  and  secondly,  that 
she  protects  it  especially  agaimi  slave  labor  sugar — 
— very  much,  with  due  delerence  to  her  .Majesty's 
ministers,  as  we  have  been  doing  partially,  up  to 
this  lime,  for  our  indjstry  and  labor,  against  pauper 
labor  o(  England. 

Here  are  the  duties  payable  on  sugar,  for  every 
112  pounds,  brought  into  our  currency,  at  $4  85  for 
a  pound  sterling. 

On  white.     On  brown. 
Of  the  growth  of  the  British 
Possessions,  into  which  pos- 
sessions foreignsugaris  pro- 
hibited S3  96  p  39 
[Note. — Then   England   does  now  go  even  so  far 
for  protection,  as   to   prohibit   the  import  of  foreign 
sugar  into  her  colonies  where  sugar  is  made!  !] 
Of  Ihe   growth   of  the   other 
possessions  wilhin  the  lim- 
its  of   the   charter   of  Die    On  white.     On  brown. 
East  India  Company,                   ^5  27  $4  22 
Of    the    growth    of    foreign 
counlries  and   not  the  pro- 
duct of  slave  labor,                    g6  7i)              $5  G6 
Of    the    growth     of    foreign 
countries,    the   product    of 
slave   labor,  or  on  all  other 

sugars,  not  refined,  $15  2GI !  brown  and 

while,  or  only  13  5-8  cents  a  pound! 


And  on  refined  sugar: — mark  this:  on  refined  sugar, 
the  duly  is  §40  70  for  112  pounds,  or  about  301-3 
cents  a  pound. 

Is  any  one  so  much  of  a  ninny  as  to  say  that  the 
two  last  rates  of  duty  named,  were  laid  for  revenue? 
Or  that  a  pound  of  refined  sugar  was  ever  imported 
against  such   a  duty?    Or  that  its  object  is  now,  or 
ever  waS;  for  any  other  purpose  than  the   most  une- 
quivocal, thorough-going  protection  lo  the  sugar  re- 
finers of  England'     Handsomely  done,  certainly. 
Again — it   will  be  seen,  as   above, 
that,    white  sugar  from    Havana 
must  pay  a  duty  of  j}15  26  per  cwt. 

But   that   from    the  British  posses- 
sions the  same  sugar  must  pay  3  96 

Leaving  a  proleclion  of  $11  30 

for  every  112  pounds,  in  favor  of  her  own  colonies; 
and  also,  thafwhile  the  duty  from  British  colonies  is 
about  66  per  cent,  on  the  cost,  that  on  the  same  kind 
of  sugar  from  Cuba  would  be  250  per  cenli'  on  the 
cost!  Faithful  guardians,  certainly,  of  Ihe  great 
source  of  wealth  of  nations,  their  own  labor. 

Once  more.     I  like  lo  honor  England,  by  showing 
her  constant,  devoted  protection  lo  an  Englishmaa 
and    his   industry  and  interests.     She  not  only  pro- 
tects the  labor  of  the  producer,  but  she  protects  the 
carrier  of  the    produce   also — the   imluslry  of  her 
shipping  interest.    She  has  done  so  for  more  than  200 
years.     Well   may   an    Englishman   exclaim,   "God 
bless   her,"   for   her   faithfulness  to  him.     Aye,  for 
more   than   200   years  has  she  maintained,  insisted 
upon,  and  carried   out  the  protective  principle,  that 
i  no  foreign  ship  should  carry  the  produce  of  her  colo- 
I  nies  lo  England,  lo  be  consumed  in  tho  United  King- 
Idoiii — and,  moreover,   that  no  foreign  vessel  should 
I  carry  to  England,  to  be  consumed  ihere,  any  produce 
except   the   produce  of  the  country  lo  which  such 
ship  belonged. 

Protection,  protection,  protection,  strengthening  with 
the  necessity  for  it,  has  been,  and  always  will  be, 
Ihe  great  principle  ol  the  English,  and  in  that  form 
always  best  suited  for  the  purpose  of  protecting. 

She  has  repealed,  and  is  repealing,  every  duty 
upon  any  raw  material  used  and  consiiiui-d  in  any  of 
her  manufactures,  for  the  simple  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting her  industry  against  the  increasing  competi- 
tion of  the  giant  industry  of  the  United  States,  of 
France,  and  of  Germany.  She  means  to  protect 
her  hnanufaclurers,  by  enabling  them  to  furnish 
cheaper,  and  sell  cheaper,  than  any  other  country, 
as  many  articles  as  she  can,  in  foreign  markets,  and 
so  lo  shut  out  from  such  markets,  if  she  can,  all 
manufactures  but  her  own.  This  Is  pioteclion  worth 
having — keen-sighted,  far-reaching,  effectual  pro- 
tection. 

She  is  now  preparing  the  grand,  dexterous,  and 
consummate  movement  of  putting  the  capstone  lo 
her  stupendous  arch  of  protection  to  her  industry, 
by  admilling  corn  free  of  duly,  as  food  for  her  oper- 
atives. Corn  IS  the  great  raw  material  for  the  physi- 
cal proleclion  and  support  of  her  industry — belter 
food  and  more  work.  John  Bull  has  nol  lost,  as  yet, 
I  his  Saxon  common  sense — better  food  and  more 
work;  upon  the  same  principle  that  a  man  feeds  his 
horse. 

She  fears  more  our  Anglo-Saxon,  indomitable  in- 
dustry, enterprise,  energy,  and  activity,  than  that  of 
all  oiher  people.  We  are  the  lion  in  her  way — the 
[  growing  giant  of  the  world — and  yel,  must  1  say  it.' 
'  our  own  government,  if  it  does  not  bind  us  hand  and 
j  fool,  is  seeking  to  stop  our  growth,  by  taking  away 
( the  sustenance  of  a  nursing  mother  to  our  thrifty 
j  manufactures,  by  destroying  our  tariff  protections, 
I  and  thus  feeding  us  only  with  the  crumbs  that  will 
j  then  fall  from  [England's]  the  rich  man's  table.  If 
the  government  succeeds,  we  shall  be  then  truly, 
I  most  truly,  full  of  sores,  but  which  may  God,  in  his 
I  infinite  mercy,  avert. 

I  The  Voicb  or  Exferiekck. 

i  — Boston  ,>lllas. 


TWENTVMNTH  CONGRESS,  i 

FIRST       SESSION.  . 

SENATE. 

.'Vfiul27.  The  f'ice  president  laid  before  the  sen- 
ale  a  communicalion  from  the  department  of  slate, 
in  compliance  wiili  a  resolution  of  the  13lh  instant', 
calling  for  any  proceedings  or  decisions  made  under 
the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1831. 

.\lso,  the  proceedings  of  a  democratic  meeting, 
held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  sustaining  the  poli- 
cy of  the  president  in  relation  lo  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion, our  foreign  relations,  and  the  national  defences. 

Also,  proceedings  of  another  great  town  meeting 
held  in  the  same  city,  recommending  ample  approl 
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priations  for  the  defences  of  the  country,  and  re- 
commendinj;  an  increase  of  the  army  and  navy. 

Numerous  memorials  and  peliiions  were  present 
ed;  also,  several  repnrts  from  committee'^. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Breesr,  of  lllipiois,  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  from  the  house  of  repre- 
Bentalives'to  extend  the  protection  of  our  laws  over 
American  citizens  in  the  territory  of  the  United 
Stales  westward  of  the  Rocky  mountains  was  refer- 
red lo  the  committee  on  the  territories,  commg  up 
in  its  orde.-  for  consideration — 

Mr.  Mien,  rose  and  said:  The  bill,  he  believed, 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  territories.— 
He  presumed  the  mere  ettect  of  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  that  reference  was  ordered 
would  not  necessarily  be  to  change  its  direction. — 
He  rose  merely  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  he 
hoped  this  bill  would  be  referred  to  some  committee; 
(he  was  quite  indifTerent  what  ''ommittee;)  and  he 
would  say  further,  that  he  hoped  the  committee 
which  should  be  charged  with  the  consideration  of 
the  subject  would,  as  soon  oa  may  be,  afford  the  sen- 
ale  an  opportunity  of  acting  upon  it.  It  was  beyond 
a  doubt  that  Uie  convention  now  subsisting  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Stales  in  reference  to 
the  Oregon  territory  would  soon  be  terminated. — 
"Whilst  that  convention  subsisted  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  beyond  the  Rocky  mountains  had  the 
stipulations  of  that  convention  to  protect  iheivi  against 
British  legislation  and  against  the  existing  laws  of 
England  now  being  enforced  there.  But  when  that 
convention  should  be  terminated  our  citizens  would 
have  no  law,  no  treaty,  no  convention,  nothing  what- 
ever to  protect  them.  They  would  be  precisely  in 
the  same  situation  that  British  subjects  were  in  their 
subjection  to  British  jurisdiction  and  British  law, 
and  no  other. 

After  some  further  conversation,  Mr.  Bruse,  at  Mr. 
tillen's  suggestion,  withdrew  his  motion. 

French  spoliations  prior  to  ISOO.— Mr.  Dix,  who 
■was  entitled  to  the  floor,  addressed  the  senate  at  con- 
siderable length  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  in  re- 
ply to  the  arguments  of  the  senator  from  Delaware, 
Mr.  J.  M.  Ctaylon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairfield,  who  will  be  entitled  to 
the  fioor  on  this  qutslion  lu-morrow,  the  senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business-— 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
opened,  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

April  28.  Mr.  Miller,  presented  the  resolutions 
of  the  legislature  of  New  jersey  against  the  repeal 
of  the  tariff  of  1842;  also,  the  resolutions  of  the  same 
bodv  in  favor  of  the  erection  of  a  light  house  on 
Tucktr's  ueach,  or  Absecom,  N.  J. 

A  nv.mber  of  private  bills  were  reported. 

Mr.  Jarnagin,  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  an 
early  day,  introduce  a  joint  resolution  tn  authorize  a 
home  board  fur  ihe  purpose  of  adjudicating  the 
claims  of  our  citizens  against  the  government  of 
Mexico. 

The  rc'olutious  heretofore  oB'ered  by  Mr.  Sevier,  re- 
qiiPfliiiK  Ihe  sicrelary  ol  ti.e  Ireasuiy  to  transmit  to 
tlie  senate  a  supplement  ti'  ihe  synopsis  of  instruc- 
tions Mum  the  treasury  wilti  regard  lo  Ihe  revenue 
lawa.luom  1IS9  to  t^e  present  time,  gave  rise  to  de- 
bale,-:in  Wliith  iMesSirs-.^irjifter,  Benton,. Stvwr,  Mien. 
a".-i  otherf  took  pari;  the  rebolulion  was  postponed 
urilil/J^t^ur^fJilj.t   ■■•/ .  'j'    ■  ■ 

■jH^'4B;''i.'I(:f'^,f/.MwVo:l'ief  of.  Nathaniel  Godd.^rd  and 

Viitq  ftf  f:;';  <ij'eg'to  20-na}s.    The  senate  then  ad- 
journed. ..;....      . 

April  29.  'Pbc  Vice  pn^'dcnt  laid  before  the  sen- 
ate a  commuii'f.:(i'-'  'ioni  the  deparlment  of  war, 
made  in  complii.n  .  iviih  n  rc::olution  of  the  senate, 
Calling  for  infon.rih-n  rcipecting  the  mineral  lands 
of  the  Lake  Si  -  fri.r  region,  accompanied  by  a  re- 
port fruiii  Col  ;i'' :  Talcott,  of  the  ordnance  bureau; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  n'oodbridge,  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  public  lands. 

After  the  preaentalion  of  a  nu.Tiber  of  petitions 
and  of  reports  from  committees- 
Mr.  JaTnai;in,  inlroduced  joint  resolution  in  re- 
gard to  dnims  of  citizcus  of  the  United  Utatea  upon  Ihe 
rr))iiWic(|/'Jt7cxico— which  was  read  and  referred  to 
the  commiiice  on  torei^ii  reUtiuiis. 

Ttxc  Michisim  land  bill,  granting  alternate  sections 
of  the  public  domain  lor  completing  certain  works 
of  internal  iniprovements  in  the  state  of  Michigan, 
&c.,  which  had  already  been  debated  for  several 
days,  was  furlhur  debated.  ^    i.- 

Mr.  H'citcoU,  of  Florida,  was  for  the  bill.  On  his 
enquiring  of  Mr.  Calhotm  as  to  a  general  bill  relative 
to  the  donations  of  lands  to  the  states  for  internal 
iraprovcnr'nts, 

Mr.  Cnlhoun,  replied  that  that  bill  was  a  compli- 
cated one  and  required  much  deliberation  and  would 
not  be  ready  for  some  lime.  Mf.  C.  proceeded  to 
advocate  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  the  senate. 


Mr.  Sevier,  desired  to  know  the  quantity  of  land 
that  was  to  be  granted 

Mr.  Woodbridge,  said  the  entire  length  of  the  rail- 
way was  about  two  hundred  miles,  of  which  forty 
miles  had  already  been  completed.  The  length  of 
the  canal  was  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  miles,  of 
which  sixteen  or  twenty  miles  had  already  been 
completed. 

Mr.  Sevier — Do  these  works  belong  to  the  state.' 

Mr.  fFboiiirirfife— They  do.  The  financial  circum- 
stances of  the  state,  however,  would  not  allow  her 
to  go  on  and  finish  the  works,  without  receiving 
some  aid,  which  might  be  rendered  her  in  the  way 
here  proposed,  to  Ihe  mutual  advantage  of  the  state 
and  the  general  government. 

Mr.  .Vifcs,  said  he  believed  the  legislature  of  Mich- 
igan had  recently  passed  a  law  authorizing  these 
works  to  be  sold,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  be  fin- 
ished. They  were  now  in  the  market,  and  must  be- 
come the  properly  of  individuals  or  of  a  corporation. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  it  was  a  very  serious 
question  hov/  far  tlie  proprietors  of  a  road  or  canal 
would  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  accruing  from  a 
grant  of  the  public  domain.  He  was  not  much  of  a 
lawyer,  but  ho  thought  the  grant  would  enure  to  the 
benefit  of  the  purchasers.  He  was  sorry  to  find  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina  abandoning  one  of  the 
venerated  doctrines  of  the  democratic  creed,  and 
talking  about  Ihe  power  of  the  general  government 
to  make  roads  through  the  states.  If  this  were  ad- 
mitted, they  might  as  well  abondon  all  attempts  to 
confine  the  powers  of  the  government  within  their 
proper  limits.  He  was  sorry  to  see  so  broad  and  il- 
limitable a  doctrine  sustained  by  such  high  authority. 
If  the  mere  possession  of  property  on  the  part  of  this 
government  was  sufficient  to  give  to  it  this  unlimit- 
ed power,  there  was  no  knowing  to  what  extent  they 
might  go.  It  would  comprehend  the  construction  of 
roads  everywhere,  wherever  the  public  domain  was 
to  be  found. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  replied,  vindicating  his  own  consis- 
tency on  teese  subjects. 

The  bill  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Cass,  Breese, 
IVeslcott,  and  Woodbridge. 

Several  amendments  were  adopted,  others  were 
proposed  and  rejected.  Finally  the  bill  passed  the 
senate — Ayes  26,  nays  12. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursdav,  April  16.  Oregon  jurisdiction. — Mr. 
J.  R.  Ingersoll,  of  Pa.,  opposed  the  bill  at  length. — 
One  of  his  objections  was  the  indefinite  extent  of 
country  over  which  the  laws  were  to  be  extended. 
No  boundaries  were  defined.  Mr.  I.  said  at  the  con- 
clusion of  his  remarks,  that  if  the  notice  be  given, 
and  followed  up  by  the  passage  of  this  bill  it  would 
be  a  certain  prelude  of  war. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  N.  Y.,  followed  briefly  in  support 
of  a  substitute  uhich  he  offered,  the  substance  of 
which  is  that  il  extends  our  laws  over  the  "territory 
of  Oregon,"  so  called,  in  the  same  way  that  Great 
Britain  has  done,  and  not  over  "the  territory  of  the 
United  States  lying  west  of  Ihe  Rocky  mounlains" 
as  In  the  original  hill — thus  leaving  the  queslion  of 
boundary  where  il  pioperly  belongs,  with  the  execu- 
tive and  trealy-m;iking  power. 

Mr.  Phelp3,  of  Mo.,  lullowed  in  behalf  of  the  bill, 
and  in  maintenance  .>f  our  right  to  the  whole  terri- 
tory, as  derived  linin  Spain  by  the  treaty  of  1819. 

Mr.  Rockwell,  ■'  Cnnn.,  advocated  the  limitation 
of  the  act  lo  llie  lime  during  which  the  convention 
of  1827  should  remain  in  force. 

Mr.  IVick,  of  la.,  continued  the  debate  in  a  some- 
what humorous  speech  m  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Seaborn  Jones,  of  Ga.,  followed  in  favor  of 
extending  our  laws  over  the  Oregon  territory  to  the 
same  extent  that  Great  Britain  had  done  by  the  act 
of  1821.  In  regard  lo  tille  he  thought  we  had  an 
undoubted  title  up  to  49°  and  a  belter  one  than  Eng- 
land between  49°  and  54°  40'. 

Mr.  Pollock,  of  Pa.,  followed;  and  the  committee 
rose — and  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  April  17.  The  Oregon  resolulion  was 
received  from  the  senale  and  informally  laid  upon 
Ihe  table.  The  house  went  into  comniiilee  of  the 
whole  upon  the — 

Bill  lo  extend  jurisdiction  over  ihe  territory  of  Oregon. 
Mr.  Chapman,  ol  .Ma.,  spoke  at  length  upon  the  mer- 
its of  Ihe  question  and  against  the  bill,  which  he  re- 
garded as  a  violation  of  treaty.  Mr.  C.  also  spoke 
against  the  extreme  claim  to  the  whole  of  Oregon. 
He  was  desirous,  he  said,  to  sustain  his  parly  upon 
all  questions,  and  would  do  so  whenever  he  could, 
but  he  could  not  sacrifice  the  country  nnd  what  he 
behoved  to  be  its  most  solemn  obligations. 

Mr.  Douglass,  of  III ,  conlimied  the  debate;  and 
said  he  was  in  favor  of  defining  the  line  of  54  40  in 
Ihe  bill,  but  as  the  bill  was  not  likely  lo  pass  with 


such  a  defined  line  expressed,  he  should  vote  for  th' 
bill  without  it.  Mr.  D.  argued  that  the  governmenti 
both  by  the  action  of  the  executive  and  of  congress, 
was  committed  to  the  extreme  line  of  Ihe  territory 
claimed  by  the  United  Stales,  but  in  the  bill  before 
the  house  he  went  not  for  what  he  wanted,  but  for 
what  he  could  get. 

Mr.  Davi^,  of  Miss.,  said  he  was  one  of  those  who 
intended  to  pursue  a  cautious  and  a  national  policy, 
until  difficulties  come.  Then  if  they  did  come,  nei- 
ther he  nor  his  friends  would  be  found  acting  a 
timid  part. 

Mr.  Otoen,  of  Ta.,  and  Mr.  Thompson,  spoke  in  fa- 
vor of  the  bill  in  concltsiun  of  the  debate  at  two  o'- 
clock. 

An  amendment  was  adopted  incorporating  a  pro- 
viso that  the  bill  should  not  be  allowed  to  operate 
upon  any  subject  of  Great  Britain  during  the  exis- 
tence of  the  treaty  of  1827,  or  until  the  notice  shall 
have  been  given  according  to  the  terms  provided  for 
in  this  treaty. 

An  amendment  providing  that  the  bill  should  in- 
clude all  the  territory  from  42  to  54  40  was  rejected 
by  a  vote  of  70  to  60. 

Mr.  Kinlon's  amendment  requiring  that  there  should 
be  a  careful  observance  of  the  treaty  of  1827  in  re- 
ference lo  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  so  that  they 
should  be.  exempt  from  the  act  altogether  until  the 
abrogation  of  the  treaty  existing  between  the  people 
of  the  two  countries,  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  98 
to  09. 

The  amendment  for  raising  two  regiments  of 
mounted  men  was  struck  out,  and  the  appropriation 
to  carry  the  bill  into  effect,  reduced  from  $300,000 
to  $100,000. 

Mr.  Winthrop,  of  Mass.,  moved  as  an  additional 
section  to  the  bill,  ihat  "involuntary  servitude  should 
not  exist  in  the  territory  to  which  the  bill  applied." 

Mr.  W.  said  the  provision  existed  in  the  Oregon 
bill  which  passed  the  last  congress.  The  amend- 
ment was  rejected — ayes  52,  nays  67. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  h  )U5e,  and  the 
previous  queslion  seconded  on  motion  of  Mr.  James 
Thompson,  of  Fa. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  to  Monday,  and 
lost,  yeas  57,  nays  107. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  April  18.  The  Oregon  jurisdiction  bill, 
was  farther  considered.  The  mam  question  was  or- 
dered and  all  the  amendments  of  the  committee  con- 
curred in,  and  the  previous  question  moved  and  or- 
dered upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  yeas  and  nays — Yeas 
103,  Nays  64.  Several  members  came  in  too  late 
and  requested  permission  to  record  their  votes,  but 
were  not  permitted.  A  motion  was  made  lo  recon- 
sider, but  Ihe  motion  was  lost,  and  Ihe  house  then 
amended  the  title,  and  the  bill  was  put  beyond  re- 
consideration. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  stood 
as  follows: 

Yea.s— Messrs.  Stephen  Adams,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Bedinger,  Benion,  Bij.'gs.  James  Black,  .lame?  .\.  Black, 
Bowliii,  Buyd,  Brockcnbruugh,  Brodhead,  William  G. 
Brown.  Burt,  Caihcart,  Cha«e,  Cliipman,  Clarke,  Cobb, 
Cullom,  Cummins,  Cunningham,  Daniel,  De  Moil,  Dil- 
lingham, Dobbin,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Edsall,  Erdman, 
Faran,  Foster,  Fries,  G.irvin,  Giles,  Goodyear,  Gordon, 
Grover,  Hanihn,  Haralson.  Harmunson,  Henley,  Hoge, 
Houah,  J.  B.  Hum,  C;uirlcs  J.  Ingersoll,  .lenkins,  Jas. 
H.  Johnson,  Juseph  Juhnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Geo. 
W.  Jones,  So:ibiini  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Law- 
rence, Latere,  Ligon,  Lumpkin,  McClernand,  McCrate, 
Joseph  J.  McDowell,  James  McDowell,  McKay,  John 
P.  Martin,  Barclay  Martin,  Morris,  Morse,  Niven, 
Norris,  Owen,  Parish,  Perrill,  Peitit.  Phelps,  Pollock, 
Price,  Raihbun,  Reid,  Relft:,  Riiier,  Roberts,  Sawielle, 
Sawyer.  Scamnion,  L.  H.  Sims,  Thomas  Smiih,  Robert 
Smith,  Slanlon,  Starkweather,  Stewart,  St.  John,  Slrongi 
Sykes,  Thomassun,  James  Thompson,  Thurinan,  Tin- 
baia,  Tredway,  Wcnittorih,  Wheaton,  Wick,  Wdlmma, 
Woodward,  Yell,  Yofi-lo3. 

Nays  Messrs.  Ablioi,  AtUinson,  Barringer,  Bayly, 
Bell,  Milton  Brown,  Wm.  W.  Gaiiipbcl!,  Carroll,  John 
G.  Chapman,  Augubtua  A.  Chapniun,  Reuben  Chap- 
iniiii,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Ciiinsion,  Cn'zier,  Onrgan.  Gar- 
rett Davis,  DfX.'ii,  Dockciy,  John  II.  Ewii.g,  EJwm  H. 
Ewing,  Foot,  Gentry,  Graham,  Grider,  Grinnell,  Hamp- 
ton, Harper,  Hilliuid,  Hopkins,  E.  W.  Hubard,  Samuel 
D.  Hubbard,  Wcshington  Hunt,  Hunter.  Joseph  R.  In- 
gersoll, Lewis,  Lons,  McGanghey,  McHcnry,  Marsh. 
Moseloy,  Payne,  Pendleton,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A. 
Kockwcll,  Uunk,  Seaman,  Seddon,  Severance,  Simp- 
son, Truman  Smiili,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith, 
Sluphens,  .-ilU'liiii,  Thiliodeaux,  Jacob  Thompson,  Til- 
den,  Trumbu,  Vinton,  While,  Wnilhrop,  VVrighi,  Yan- 
cey—6J. 

Senate  Oregon  notice  resolutions. — Mr  Boijd,  moved 
to  take  up  the  resolutions  from  the  senate,  amending 
the  furm  of  the  resolutions  sent  to  them  from  the 
house  and  now  returned  as  amended.  The  motion 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  senate  form  of  notice  waa 
taken  up  and  read. 
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Mr.  Owen,  moved  to  amend  the  amendments  of 
the  senate  by  striking  out  the  words  "the  more  ear- 
nestly directed  to  the  renewed  efforts  for  the  amica- 
ble settlement  of  all  their  disputes,"  and  inserting 
"earnestly  directed  to  the  importance  of  a  speedy 
adjustment  of  all  their  differences."  Also,  to  strike 
GUI  "at  his  discretion,"  in  the  resolution  directing 
the  notice  to  be  given,  and  insert  "authorised  and  re- 
quested to  give  the  notice,"  &c. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in — jeas  99, 
nays  87. 

The  resolutions,  as  amended,  were  then  concurred 
in  by  a  vote  of  144  to  49. 

The  form  of  ihe  resolutions  as  thus  finally  adopted 
by  the  house  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  senate  ex- 
cepting that  it  substitutes  the  following,  in  place  of 
the  last  two  paragraphs  as  inserted  on  page  97;   viz: 

"And,  therefore,  iliat  steps  be  taken  for  the  abrogation 
of  Ihe  said  convention  of  tlie  6ih  of  August,  l'<27,  in  the 
mode  prescribed  in  its  2d  ariiele,  and  that  the  atieniion 
of  the  i^overnments  of  both  countries  may  be  *ihu  more 
earneslh'  directed  to  the  importance  nf  a  speedy  adjust- 
ment of  all  iheir  diflcreiiees  and  disputes  in  regard  to 
eaid  lerritory.' 

"Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furlhr  resolved,  That  the  president 
of  the  Urjiled  Stiitis  be  'au'hori.sed  and  rt-ques  ed'  to  give 
to  the  British  government  the  notice  required  by  its  said 
second  article  tor  the  abroaatiou  of  the  said  convention 
of  the  6ih  of  August,  1«7." 

After  action  on  some  private  bills  the  house  ad- 
journed till  Monday. 

MoND.iY,  April  20.  The  house  refused  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  lor  the  reception  of  reports  from 
standing  committees. 

Mr.  Charles  J.  Iiigersotl  offered  a  resolution,  which 
was  adopted,  that  when  Ihe  house  adjourn  on  Thurs- 
day, the  30th  instant,  it  adjourn  to  meet  again  on  the 
following  Monday,  and  that  in  the  meantime  the  of- 
ficers of  the  house  have  the  Spring  matting  put 
down  and  the  house  cleansed. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
upon  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  "to  regu- 
late trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  in 
Oregon,  and  to  preserve  peace  and  friendship  with 
and  among  the  Indians." 

The  bill  was  read  and  debated  briefly,  and  was 
found  to  contain  provisions  for  new  agents  and  sub- 
agents  for  the  purposes  indicated  in  the  bill. 

Message  from  Ike  fresident — Secret  service  fund  — 
The  committee  rose,  on  motion  ol  Mr.  Bagby,  to  re- 
ceive a  message  in  writing  from  the  president  of  the 
United  Slates.     [It  will  be  found  at  page  qOq] 

The  message  having  been  read, 

Mr.  C.  J.  IngersoU,  said  the  resolutions  had  been 
answered  in  a  manner  different  from  what  be  bad 
expected. 

It  had  been  said,  since  the  subject  was  up  before, 
that  there  had  been  a  conspiracy  upon  this  subject. 
If  there  is  a  conspirator,  he  (Mr  I.)  was  the  only 
one.  Nobody  knew  of  the  assault  but  himself,  and 
all  that  had  been  done  bad  been  instigated  by  him- 
self. He  had  «hen  provoked  by  the  attack  in  the 
the  other  house,  gone  to  the  state  department  and 
spent  an  hour,  where  he  Ibund  information  very  un- 
expected to  himself,  and  which  had  led  to  the  in- 
troduction of  resolutions  which  he  regretted  the  pre- 
sident had  not  thought  proper  to  answer. 

Mr.  1.  said  he  had  information  in  his  possession 
by  which  he  expected  to  prove  the  charge  that  Mr. 
Webster  did  make  afiplication  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  relation^  to  Kngland  for  a  special  mission 
through  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  J. 
Q.  Adams. 

Mr.  Mams,  said  thai  the  fact  of  the  application  of 
the  secretary  of  stale  to  the  committee  for  a  special 
mission  to  England  was  undoubtedly  true.  He  re- 
collected of  no  communication  to  him,  and  if  there 
had  been,  he  should  have  known  it.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  any  cuianiuuicatiuii  bad  been  made  for  a 
special  mission  by  letter  to  himself.  He  never 
thought,  however,  that  there  was  any  secrecy  in 
such  a  communication,  or  any  treason  whatever  in 
it. 

Mr.  IngersoU,  contended  that  the  fact  was  sustain- 
ed which  he  iiad  asserted,  and  which  was  that  Mr. 
Webster  had  asked  for  a  special  mission.  In  closing, 
Mr.  I.  said  that  the  charges  he  had  preferred  were 
entirely  true,  and  they  were  susceptible  of  proof, 
though  it  was  not  his  intention  to  move  any  further 
in  the  consideration  of  the  question. 

Mr.  King,  of  Ga.,  replied,  with  many  interrup- 
tions upon  points  ol  order.  He  denied  that  the 
member  from  Pennsylvania  had  sustained  a  single 
one  of  all  the  ctiarges  which  he  had  made.  He  was 
surprised  when  they  were  made,  but  he  was  more 
amazed  at  the  ulteinpt  to  substantiate  such  charges, 
though  not  one  sonuilla  of  proof  h^d  been  offered, 
and  upon  ttie  head  of  the  member  who  made  the 
charges  all  the  responsibility  would  rest. 


The  previous  question  was  then  moved  and  se- 
conded, and  the  main  question  ordered,  1 16  to  G3,  and 
the  papers  v\ere  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Oregon. — Mr.  t)wen,  moved  to  take  up  the  Senate 
nolite  resolutions.  Mr.  Oicen,  moved  a  comraitleo  of 
conference  which  was  not  in  order,  and  after  some 
confusion,  the  house  came  to  a  vote  upon  Ihe  ques- 
tion of  receding,  and  by  yeas  and  nays  it  was  deci- 
ded not  lo  recede  from  their  former  amendments. — 
Ye:is  87,  nays  95. 

The  house  then  voted  to  insist — Yeas  99,  noes  83. 

A  committee  of  conference  was  then  proposed  and 
oruered.  Mr.  Dromgoote,  contended  that  the  com- 
mittee of  conference  was  not  in  order,  and  the  house 
practically  so  decided  by  adopting  a  motion  to  re- 
consider, which  was  agreed  to,  89  to  64. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  21.  The  Smithsonian  bequest 
bill,  (the  special  order  for  this  day)  was  postponed 
until  to-inorrow  on  motion  of  Mr.  Oioen,  of  la. 

Oiegon.  The  unfinished  business  of  last  evening 
was  then  announced — the  question  being  upon  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  conference.  The 
previous  question  was  moved  and  seconded,  and  the 
comniillee  ordered  by  yeas  and  nays.  Yeas  12G, 
nays  50.  (Charles  Jared  IngersoU,  of  Pa.,  Henry 
N.  Hilliard,  of  Ala.,  and  llobert  Dale  Owen,  were 
appoiiiled  on  the  part  of  the  house.) 

Oregon  Indian  bill.  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Miss  ,  moved 
that  the  house  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  upon 
the  bill  to  ref^ulale  traile  and  intercourse  and  to 
maintain  peace  and  cultivate  friendship  among  the 
Indians  of  the  Oregon  territory.  The  motion  pre- 
vailed and  the  debate  proceeded. 

Mr.  Seddon,  of  Va.,  moved  an  amendment  and  ar- 
gued in  opposition  lo  the  bill,  that  it  was  a  violation 
of  the  treaty  stipulations  between  the  two  govern- 
ments and  the  constilulion. 

Mr.  Thurman,  of  Ohio,  entered  upon  an  abstruse 
argument  to  prove  the  negative  of  this   proposition. 

Mr.  Jenkins,  of  N.  Y.,  spoke  of  the  bill  as  a  vio- 
lation of  treaty.  He  wished  that  the  whole  bill 
would  fail — certainly,  that  the  bill  should  have  all 
its  provisions  struck  out,  except  that  in  relation  to 
the  agents  of  the  general  government. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tenn.,  spoke  against  conferring 
such  powers  upon  any  man  as  were  conferred  in  the 
bill  upon  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Chapman,  of  Ala.,  as  one  of  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs,  advocated  the  bill.  (Hhers  spoke  ;jro 
and  con,  and  Mr.  McKay,  of  N.  C,  made  a  brief  ar- 
gument against  it. 

The  bill  was  finally  reported  to  the  house,  and 
then  postponed  till  the  second  Monday  in  May.  The 
house  adjourned. 

Vv'edneseav,  April  22.  The  Smithsonian  bequest 
bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  Oiceti,  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  who  had  reported  it,  entered  upon  its 
defence.  He  slated  that  sixteen  years  had  passed 
away  since  James  Smithson,  of  London,  had  made 
a  bequest  uljialf  a  million  of  dollars  to  the  United 
Slates  of  America.  Ten  years  since,  next  July,  it 
was  solemnly  received  by  the  government.  The 
money  was  paid  in  gold  into  the  trea-ury  of  the 
United  Stale?,  and  since  then  nothing  had  been  done 
to  put  the  money  to  the  uses  designed  by  the  liberal 
donor.  Mr.  O.  spoke  in  complaint  of  congress  fail- 
ing to  apply  this  money  to  the  uses  designed.  Mr. 
.Idams  was  commendca  by  Mr.  O.  for  his  consistent 
and  uniform  defence  of  this  measure,  but  much  of 
the  speech  was  in  opposition  to  the  remaiks  of  Mr. 
Choate,  made  at  a  former  session  in  the  United  States 
senate,  when  a  bill  was  passed  for  carrying  out  the 
designs  of  the  donor.  Provisions  in  the  bill  for  a 
Normal  school  professorship  were  defended  with 
earnestness  as  more  in  harmony  with  our  own  gov- 
ernment than  any  other.  Common  schools  wore  the 
bulwarks  of  our  defence,  and  we  could  better  diffuse 
knowledge  among  men  by  a  careful  regard  for  com- 
mon schools  than  in  any  other  way. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  all  its  provisions,  and  to  pay  over  to 
the  heirs  of  James  Smithson  all  the  funds  received 
from  the  estate  of  J.  S.  and  to  pay  the  heirs  in  the 
stocks  in  which  the  fuuds  had  been  invested!  Some 
of  the  stocks  were  in  Arkansas  bonds.  The  interest 
has  not  been  paid,  nor  the  principal;  and  these  are 
the  funds  which  Mr.  J.  would  pay  back.  Mr.  J.  de- 
nied the  power  to  receive  the  money,  and,  therefore, 
was  for  payi'.g  it  back  in  the  bonds  of  a  non-paying 
state. 

Mr.  J.  R.  IngersoU  spoke  in  opposition  lo  the 
amendment,  and  in  general  defence  of  the  bill.  He 
thought  that  longer  delay  would  be  entirely  discred- 
itatile  lo  the  nation  in  applying  the  fund. 

Mr.  Staunton,  of  Tenn.,  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment  of  i\lr.  Jones,  his  colleague,  which  he 
regarded  as  every  way  discreditable.    In  the  present 


juncture  of  our  public  affiiirs,  he  thought  that  wo 
should  be  most  careful  lo  execute  the  will  of  the  lib- 
eral donor  lo  Ihe  letter.  It  becomes  us  to  put  our- 
selves beyond  suspicion  upon  this  question,  and  to 
show  lo  the  world  at  once  our  desire  to  apply  the 
money  fnilhfully  to  Ihe  purposes  designed. 

The  debate  was  furllicr  continued  until  the  com- 
millee  rose  at  an  early  hour  without  action  upon  the 
bill.     The  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  April  23.  The  Oregon  notice  resohf 
lions. — On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  IngersoU,  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  conference  committee,  as  inserted  on 
page  113,  were  adopted  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Jno.  Q  Adams,  Stephen  Adams,  Ar- 
nold, Aslimun,  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Cuyly,  Brdmger, 
Bell.  Higijs,  James  A.  lilack,  Ijowlin.  Boyd,  Ilrocken- 
hroutih,  Brodhend,  Milton  Brown,  Bufiingion,  Hurl,  W. 
W.  Cnmpbell,  John  H.  Campbell,  Carroll,  John  G. 
Chnpman,  A.  A.  Chapman,  Reuben  Chnpinan,  Chase, 
Clnrke,  Cocke,  Cullamcr,  Collin,  Constable,  Cransion, 
Cioz  or,  Ciillom,  Danii  1,  Dargan,  Garrcit  Davis,  Jeffer- 
son Davis,  Delano,  Dillinghnm.  Dixon,  Dobbin,  Dncke- 
ry,  Dunlap.  Erdman,  J-  II  Ewing,  E.  II.  Ewing,  Foot, 
Fusler,  Garvin,  Gentry,  Giles,  Goodyear,  Graham,  Gri- 
der,  Gtinnell.  Grovcr.  PInnilin,  Ilamplnn,  Haralson, 
Ilnrper,  Herrick,  Hilliard,  E.  B.  Holmes,  I.  E.  HolineH, 
Hopliins ,  Hough.  E.  W.  Hubard,  .Samuel  C.  Hubbard, 
Ilndfon,  Hiingerford,  Washington  Hunt,  Ilunier,  Cha'g 
J.  IngersoU,  Jus.  R.  IngersoU,  Joseph  .Tohnson,  Geo.  W. 
Jmipa,  Senhorii  Jones,  Daniel  P.  King,  Tim's  li.  King, 
Lawrpncc,  Leake,  Lowis,  Levin.  Ligon,  Lumpkin,  Ma- 
clay,  McConnell,  McCraie,  James  Mcl)o«<-ll,  Mc- 
Goughcv,  McHenry,  Mcllvaine,  McK.-iy,  Marsh,  John 
P.  Martin,  Barclay  Mariin,  Miller.  Morse,  Moseley, 
Owen,  Payne,  Pendleton,  Phelps,  Pollock,  Price,  Killer, 
Roberts.  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Root, 
Runk,  Sawielle,  Schenck,  Seaman,  Severance,  Simp- 
son, Truman  Smiili,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Srniih, 
Rianton,  Stephens,  Riewart,  Sirohm,  Strong,  Sykcs, 
Thomnssoii,  Bcnj.  Thompson.  Jacob  Thompson.  Til- 
don.  Trunibo,  Vance,  Vin'on,  While,  Williams,  Wood, 
Woodruff,  Woodward,  Wright,  Yancey,  Yell,  Yost— 
142. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson,  William  G.  Brown,  Calh- 
can,  Chipman,  Cnbb,  Cummins,  Cunningham,  DeMolt, 
Douglass.  Faran.  Ficklin,  Fries,  Gurdon,  Ilarmaneon, 
Henley,  Ho™,  George  S.  Houslon,  James  B.  Hum, 
Jnnies  H.  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Pres- 
ton King,  Lieb,  McClelland,  McClernand,  Morris, 
Moiilion,  Norris,  Parish.  Perrill,  Pettit,  Rathbun,  Reid, 
Rrlfe,  Sawyer,  Scaninion,  Leonard  H.  Sims,  Thomaa 
Sinirh,  Riih't  Smith,  Slarkwcather.  Si.  Jolni,  Ti  urman, 
Tibbatts.  Wentworih,  Whenlon,  Wick— 46. 

Mr.  McClernand,  asked  to  be  excused  from  volinf, 
and  leave  being  given,  he  proceeded  to  say: 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  find  myself  in  some  difficulty.  If 
I  vote  to  concur,  it  will  be  contrary  to  my  inclina- 
tion and  judgment;  if  1  vole  to  non-concur,  1  may  bo 
supposed  lo  be  opposed  to  "notice"  in  any  form, 
which  is  not  the  fact.  This  is  the  situation  in  which 
I  am  placed  by  the  report  of  the  "committee  of  con- 
ference." 1  wish  it  was  otherwise.  The  report 
presents  several  difficulties.  It  conflicts  with  pro- 
priety and  sound  policy.  The  president,  at  the  com- 
meneenicnl  of  the  present  congress,  informed  us,  in 
his  annual  message,  that  he  had  offered  to  compro- 
mise the  Oregon  controversy  upon  the  forty  ninth 
parallel  of  latitude,  as  the  dividing  line  between  the 
American  and  British  possessions  upon  the  north- 
west coast. 

This  offer,  he  said,  was  made  under  the  moral  con- 
3(i-a!)ii  of  the  acts  of  his  predecessors.  It  was  reject- 
ed; and  he  then,  in  accordance  with  his  own  inclina- 
tions and  judgment,  affirmed  our  title  to  the  whole 
territory  in  dispute  by  irrelragable  facts  and  argu- 
ments. This  was  the  final  and  voluntary  position 
assumed  by  the  president,  in  view  of  all  the  circuir- 
slances  of  the  case.  In  support  of  this  position  a  ri- 
solution  of  notice  was  introduced  into  this  body,  and, 
after  full  debate,  was  triumphantly  passed  by  it. — 
The  resolution  contained  an  affirmative  and  a  nega- 
tive clause.  It  operated  perse  to  abrogate  Ihe  con- 
vention, and  it  disclaimed  the  intention  and  the  pro- 
priety of  legislative  interference  with  Ihe  treaty, 
making  power.  It  went  to  the  senate,  and  there  it 
was  amended  and  how?  By  the  substitution  of  ano- 
ther for  it.  By  substituting  a  virtual  instruclion  upon 
the  president  to  re-ofTcr  the  forty  ninth  parallel,  aud, 
if  necessary  to  prevent  war,  the  navigation  of  the 
Columbia  river,  and  a  discretionary  power  to  give 
or  withhold  the  notice.  Thus  amended,  il  came  to 
the  house,  and  the  house,  no  doubt  upon  the  ground 
stated,  rejected  il.  The  exceptionable  words  were 
there — that  it  directed  "renewed  efforts"  of  compro- 
mise to  be  made,  and  authorized  the  president,  "at 
his  discretion,"  to  give  the  notice. 

A  comniillee  of  conference  was  appointed,  and 
this  committee  has  reported — what?  The  reslora- 
lioii  of  the  house  resoluliuu?  No.  The  sonale  amend- 
ment' Yes;  in  substance  and  almost  in  identical 
words.  ".\Ie<isures"  ol  comproDiise  are  substituted 
fur  "efforts"  of  compromise,  and  the  notice  is  left, 
as  before,  at  the  "discretion"  of  the  president.  How 
then,  sir,  can  1,  who  am  unwilling  to  yield  an  Inch 
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of  the  Oregon  terrilory— who  voted  to  reject  the 
senate  amendment— who  voted  against  this  'comrait- 
lee  of  conference'— anxious  as  1  am  for  notice— 
hovp,  ]  say,  can  1  consistently  vote  for  concurring  in 
the  report- 

The  nport  is  more  exceptionable  than  the  senate 
amendment.  The  latter  only  instructed  the  presi- 
dent to  renew  efforts  left  off— efforts  to  compromise 
upon  the  forty  ninth  parallel.  The  former  instruct- 
ed him   to, "orfqji  ))ica.u<r£s" — any  njcasiKe  of  arnica- 


subject  to  be  called  for  by  congress,  and  are  open  to 
public  examination.  Had  information  as  respects 
this  class  of  expenditures  been  called  for  by  the  re 
solution  of  the  house  it  would  have  been  promptly 
communicated. 

Congress  foreseeing  that  it  might  become  necessa- 
ry and  proper  to  apply  portions  of  the  fund  for  ob 
jccts  the  origmal  accounts  and  vouchers  for  which 


vernment,  and  especially  in  reference  to  public  ex- 
penditures; yet  our  foreign  negotiations  are  wisely 
and  properly  confined  to  the  knowledge  of  the  execu- 
tive during  their  pendency.  Our  laws  require  the 
accounts  of  every  particular  expenditure  to  be  ren- 
dered and  publicly  settled  at  the  treasury  depart- 
ment. The  single  exception  which  exists  is,  not 
that  the  amount  embraced   under  presidents'  cerlifi- 


ble  compromise,  whether  upon'the  49th  parallel  or  i  Mich  accounts  and  vouchers,  to  make  a  ceriilicate  of 
south  of  that  line.  If  the  senate  were  willing  to  [  the  amount  "of  such  expenditures  as  he  may  think 
concede  substance,  why  did  they  not  concede  more 


could  not  be''"made  public,"  without  injury  to  thejcates  shall  be  withheld  from  the  public,  but  merely 
public    inlere?t,  authorized  the  president,  instead  of  |  that   the    items  of  which    these   are  composed  shall 

■■   not  be  divulged.     To  this  extent,  and  no  lurlher,  is 
secrecy  observed. 

The  laudable  vigilance  of  the  people  in  regard  to 


than  a  mere  word?     Why  did  they  insist  upon  equiv- 
ocal  terms? 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  lo  the  report,  because  it  is  de- 
ceptive; because  it,  in  effect,  instructs  the  president 
to  avert  war  by  any  sacrifice  of  territory  or  territo- 
rial right;  because,  having  made  the  last  offer  of 
compromise,  we  cannot  now  renew  the  offer  consis- 
tently with  our  oNvn  dignity  and  self-respect;  be- 
cause it  is  incumbent  on  Great  Britain  to  make  the 
next  offer;  and  because,  too,  we  have  no  right  lo  di- 
rect the  president  or  the  treaty-making  power,  how 
they  shall  compromise.  We  may  abrogate  the  trea 
ly,  but  we  cannot  control  the  action  of  the  treaty- 
making  power.  By  the  adoption  of  the  report,  )ou 
place  the  president  in  a  dilemma  of  disregarding  the 
instructions  of  congress  to  compromise  by  conces- 
sion, or  of  violating  his  pllglitcd  faith  lo  the  people 
to  maintain  the  whole.  By  seeking  to  throw  upon 
him  the  responsibility  of  giving  or  withholding  the 
notice,  you  degrade  a  great  national  question  to  a 
missrcble  party  level.  Who  is  there  here  who 
would  shrink  from  the  responsibility  of  doing  his 
dutv'  Who  would  not  covet  the  glory  of  sharing 
such  a  responsibility.' 

Ml'.  Speaker,  1  will  take  the  hazard  of  being  mis- 
understood, anil  will  vole  my  convictions  of  duly. — 
1  withdraw  my  mution. 


I  advisable   not  lo  specify,"  and  have  provided  that 
"every    such  certificate  shall  he  deemed  a  sufficient 
voucher  for  the  sun 
have  been  expended 

The  law  making  these  provisions  is  in  full  force 
It  is  binding  upon  all  the  departments  of  the  govern 


11  the  expenditures  of  the  government,  as  well  as  a 
or  sums  therein  expressed  to  Lsense  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  president,  and  a  de- 
sire to  retain  the  good  opinion  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
will  prevent  any  sum  expended  from  being  account- 
ed for  by  the  president's  certificate,  unless  in  cases 
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The  following  is  the  message  from  the  president, 
on  this  subject,  which   was  Iraiisiiiitted  to  the  house 
of  representatives  on  Monday,  April  20lh. 
To  the  house  </  rcpraenlalives: 

1    have   considered  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  9th  inst.,  by  which   I   am  re- 1  the  information  upon    which    his  predecessor  acted 


ment,  and  especially  upon  the  executive,  whose  dutv  I  of  urgent  necessity.  Such  certificates  have  there- 
it  is  "to  lake  eare  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe-  fore  been  resorted  to  but  seldom  throughout  our  past 
cuted."     In  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  lodged  by    history. 

it  in  the  executive,  several  of  my  predecessors  have  For  my  own  part,  I  have  not  caused  any  account 
made  "certificates"  of  the  amount  "of  such  expeii-  j  whatever  to  be  settled  on  a  presidential  certificate. — 
ditures  as  they  have  thought  it  advisable  not  to  spe- 1  1  have  bad  no  occasion  rendering  it  necessary,  in  my 
cify,"  and  upon  these  certificates,  as  the  only  vouch-  [judgment,  to  make  such  a  certificate;  and  it  would 
ers,  settlements  have  been  made  at  the  treasury.  1  be  an  extreme  case  which  would  ever  induce  me  to 
It  appears  that,  within  the  period  specified  in  the  exercise  this  authority;  yet,  if  such  a  case  should 
resolution  of  the  house,  certificates  were  given  by  '  arise,  it  would  be  luy  duty  to  assura«  the  responsibi- 
lity devolved  on  me  by  law. 


y  immediate  predecessor,  upon  which  settlements 
have  been  made  at  the  treasury,  amounting  to  five 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  He  has 
solemnly  determined  that  the  objects  and  items  of 
these  expenditures  should  not  be  made  public,  and 
has  given  his  certificates  lo  that  effect,  which  are 
placed  upon  the  records  of  the  country.  Under  the 
direct  authority  of  an  existing  law,  he  has  exercised 
the  power  of  placing  these  expenditures  under  the 
seal  of  confidence,  and  the  whole  matter  \vas  termi- 
nated before  I  came  into  office.  An  important  ques- 
tion arises,  whether  a  subsequent  president,  either 
voluntarily  or  at  the  request  of  one  branch  of  con- 
gress, can,  without  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the 
law,  revise  the  acts  of  his  predecessor,  and  expose 
to  public  \iew  that  ishich  he  had  determined  should 
not  be  "made  public."  If  not  a  matter  of  strict 
duty,  it  would  certainly  be  a  safe  and  general  rule 
that  this  should  not  be  done.  Indeed,  it  may  well 
happen,  and  probably  would  happen,  that  the  presi- 
dent for  the  time  being  w  ould  not  bo  in  possession  of 


quested  "to  cause  to  be  furnished  to  that  house  an  a 
count  of  all  payments  made  on  the  president's  certi- 
ficates from  the  fund  appropriated  by  law,  through 
the  agency  of  the  slate  department,  lor  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  from  the  4th 
March,  1S41,  until  the  retirement  of  Daniel  Webster 
from  the  department  of  state;  with  copies  of  all  en 


and  could  not  therefore  have  the  means  of  judging 
whether  he  had  exercised  his  discretion  wisely  or 
not.  The  law  requires  no  other  voucher  but  the 
president's  certificate,  and  there  is  nothing  in  its  pro- 
visions which  recjuires  any  "entries,  receijits,  letters, 
vouchers,  memorandums,  or  other  evidence  of  such 
payments"  to  be  preserved  in  the  executive  deparl- 


trics,   receipts,  letters,  vouchers,  memorandums,  or    nient.     The   president   who  makes  the ''certificate 

other  evidence  of  such  payments;  to  whom  paid,  for    may,   if  he  chouses,  keep   all    the   information  and 

what,  and  particularly  all  concerning  the  northeast- !  evidence  upon  which  he  acts  in  his  own  possession 


ern  boundary  dispute  with  Great  Britain 

With  an  anxious  desire  lo  furnish  to  the  house  any 
information  requested  by  that  body  which  may  be  in 
the  executive  departments,  1  have  felt  bound  by  a 
sense  of  public  duly  lo  inquire  how  far  I  could  with 
propriety,  or  consistently  with  the  existing  laws,  re- 
spond to  iheir  call. 

The  usual  annual  appropriation  "for  Ihe  contin- 
gent expenses  of  intercourse  between  the  United 
Slates  and  foreign  nations"  has  been  disbursed  since 
the  date  of  the  act  of  May  Ut,  1810,  in  pursuance 
of  Its  provisions.  By  the  third  section  of  that  act  it 
is  provided — 

"That  when  any  sum  or  sums  of  moi  ey  shall  be 
be  drawn  fmni  the  treasury,  uniler  any  law  making 
appropriation  Irr  the  contingent  expenses  of  inter- 
course between  the  United  Slates  and  foreign  na- 
tions, the  president  shall  he  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  cause  the  same  lo  be  duly  sealed  annually 
with  the  accounting  oiEcers  of  the  treasury,  in  the 
manner  following;  that  is  lo  say,  by  causing  the 
same  lo  be  acoounted  for  specially  in  all  instances 
wherein  the  exjieiidilure  thereof  may,  in  his  judg- 
ment, he  made  public,  and  by  making  a  certificate  of 
the  aiuountof  such  expenditures  as  he  may  Ihiuk  il 
advisable  not  lo  s|iecify;  and  every  sue  h  certilicale 
shall  be  deemed  a  sullicient  voucher  for  the  sinu  or 
sums  therein  expresud  lo  have  been  expended." 

Two  distinct  classes  of  expenditure  are  authorized 
by  this  law;  ihe  one  of  a  public,  and  tic  other  of  a 
private   and   conlidtntial  thjractir.     Tl: 


If,  lor  the  information  of  his  successors,  he  shall 
leave  the  evidence  on  which  he  acts,  and  the  items 
of  the  expenditures  which  make  up  the  sum  for 
which  he  has  given  his  "certificate,"  on  the  confi- 
dential files  of  one  of  the  executive  departments, 
they  do  not,  in  any  proper  sense,  become  thereby 
public  records.  I'hey  are  never  seen  or  examined 
by  the  accounting  olhcers  of  the  treasury  when  they 
settle  an  account  on  the  "president's  certificate." — 
The  first  congress  of  the  United  Stales,  on  Ihe  1st 
of  July,  1790,  passed  an  act  "providing  the  me  ins 
of  intercourse  beHvecn  the  United  Stales  and  foreign 
nations,"  by  which  a  similar  provision  to  that  which 
now  exists  was  made  for  the  settlement  of  such  ex- 
penditures as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  [lesidenl, 
oughl  not  lo  be  made  public.  This  act  vias  limited 
in  Its  duralioD.  It  was  continued  for  a  limited  term 
in  1793;  and  between  that  lime  and  the  date  of  Ihe 
act  of  IVIay  1,  ISIU,  which  is  now  in  force,  the  same 
provision  was  revived  and  continued.  Expenditures 
were  made  and  settled  under  presidential  certificates, 
in  pursuance  of  these  laws. 

If  the  president  may  answer  the  present  call,  he 
must  answer  similar  calls  for  every  such  expendi- 
ture of  a  confiileiiiial  character  made  under  every 
adrainislratioii,  in  war  and  in  peace,  from  tne  orga- 
nization of  the  government  lo  the  piesenl  period. — 
To  break  the  seal  of  conlidcnco  imposed  by  the  law, 
and  heretofore  uniforinly  preserved,  would  he  sub- 
versive of  the  very  purpose  for  which  the  law  was 
Quacled,  and  might  he  productive  of  the  most  disas- 
trous conseqiRiices.  'Ihe  expenditures  of  this  con- 
fidential character,  it  is  believed,  were  never  before 

P- 


actir.     'I'he  president 

in  office  at  the  lime  of  the   expenditure  is  made  bj  , , 

the  law  the  sole  judge  whether  it  shall  be  public  or"  soughi'lVbemad'e'  public!  a^id"!'  should' greatly  a 
pnvale.  buch  sums  are  to  be  "accounted  for  special-  prebend  the  consequences  of  establishing  a  prec 
ly  in  all  instances  wherein  the  expenditure  thereof 
may,  in  his  judgment,  be  made  public."  All  expen- 
ditures "accounted  lor  specially"  are  settled  at  the 
treasury  upon  vouchers,  and  not  on  "prcsidcub'  ecr- 
liUcales,"  and,  liko  all  other  public  accounts    ape 


During  my  administration,  all  expenditures  for 
contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  in  which 
the  accounts  hate  been  closed,  have  been  settled 
upon  regular  vouchers,  as  all  other  public  accounts 
are  settled  at  the  treasury. 

It  may  be  alleged  that  the  power  of  impeachment 
belongs  lo  the  house  o(  representatives,  and  that 
with  a  view  lo  the  exercise  of  this  power,  that  house 
has  a  right  lo  investigate  the  conduct  of  all  public 
officers  under  the  government.  This  is  cheerfully  ad- 
mitted. In  such  a  case,  the  safely  of  the  republic 
would  be  Ihe  supreme  law,  and  the  power  of  the 
house  in  pursuit  ol  this  object  would  penetrate  into 
the  most  secret  recesses  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments. It  could  command  the  attendance  of  any 
and  every  agent  of  the  governuient,  and  compel  thera 
lo  produce  all  papers,  public  or  private,  official  or 
unofficial,  and  lo  testily  on  oath  to  all  facts  within 
their  knowledge.  But  even  in  a  case  of  that  kind 
they  would  adopt  all  wise  precautions  lo  prevent  the 
exposure  or  all  such  matters,  the  publication  of 
which  might  injuriously  eftect  the  public  interest, 
except  so  far  as  ihis  might  be  necessary  to  accom- 
plish the  great  ends  of  public  justice.  If  the  house 
of  representatives,  as  the  grand  inquest  of  the  na- 
tion, should  at  any  lime  have  reason  lo  believe  that 
there  li.is  been  malversation  in  office  by  an  improper 
use  or  application  of  the  public  money  by  a  public 
officer,  and  should  think  proper  to  instilute  an  inquiry 
into  the  matter,  all  Ihe  archives  and  papers  of  the 
executive  departments,  public  or  private,  would  be 
subject  lo  the  inspection  and  control  of  a  conimillee 
of  iheir  body,  and  every  facility  in  the  power  of  ths 
executive  be  afforded  lo  enable  them  lo  prosecute 
the  investigation. 

The  experience  of  every  nation  on  earth,  has  de- 
monstrated that  emergencies  may  arise  in  which  il 
becomes  absolutely  necessary  for  the  public  safety 
or  the  public  good,  to  make  expenditures,  the  very 
object  of  which  would  be  defeated  by  publicity. — 
Some  governments  have  very  large  amounts  at  their 
disposal,  .iiid  liave  made  vastly  greater  expenditures 
than  the  small  amounts  which  have  from  lime  to 
lime  been  accounted  for  on  presidents'  certificates. 
In  no  nation  is  the  application  of  such  sums  ever 
made  public.  In  lime  of  v.ar  or  impending  danger, 
the  situation  of  the  country  may  make  il  neceasary 
10  employ  individuals  for  Ihe  purpose  of  obtaining 
information,  or  rendering  other  important  services, 
who  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  act,  if  thej 
entertained  the  least  appreheiisian  that  Iheir  names 
or  their  agency  would  in  any  contingency  be  divulg- 
ed. So  it  may  often  become  necessary  lo  incur  >n 
expenditure  for  an  object  highly  useful  lo  the  coun- 
try; fur  example,  Ihe  conelusioii  of  a  treaty  wilh  a 
barbarian  power,  w  hose  customs  require  on  such  oc- 
casion, the  use  of  presents;  but  this  object  might  be 
altogether  defeated  by  the  intrigues  of  ulher  powers, 
if  our  purposes  weie  lo  be  made  known  by  Ihe  exhi- 
bition ol  Ihe  original  papers  and  vouchers  lo  the  ac- 
counting officers  ot  Ihe  treasury.  It  would  be  easy 
lo  specify  other  cases  which  may  occur  in  the  history 
of  a  great  nation  in  its  intercourse  wilh  other  na- 
lions,  wherein  it  might  bocoine  absolutely  necessary 
lo  incur  expenditures  for  objects  which  could  never 


be  accomplished  il  it  were  suspected,  in  advance, 
dent  which  w  ould  render  such  disclosures  bcreafler  I  Ihal  the  items  of  expenditure  and  the  agencies  em- 
inevilablc.  ployed  would  be  made  public. 

1  am  fully  aware  of  Ihe  strong  and  correct  public  Actuated  undoubtedly  by  considerations  of  this 
feeling  which  exists  throughout  the  country  against  kind  congress  pioviiled  such  a  fund,  coeval  with  the 
secrecy  of  any  kind  in  tbo  administration  of  tbo  go- 1  organization  of  the   gOTerD'iicnt,   and   subsequently 


■NiLES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  2, 1846— INDIA. 


13r 


enacted  the  law  of  1810  as  the  permonenl  law  of  the  I 
land.  While  this  law  exists  in  full  force,  1  feel 
bninifl.  by  a  hi^h  sei.se  of  public  policy  and  duty,  tn  I 
observe  its  provisiins  and  the  nnifnnn  practice  of  my  I 
predecessors  under  it.  With  great  nspcrl  for  tlie 
house  of  representatives,  and  an  anxious  desire  to 
conform  to  their  wishes,  I  am  constrained  to  come  to  ] 
this  conclusion. 

If  congress  disapprove  the  policy  of  the  law  they 
may  lepeal  its  provision-i. 

In  reply  to  iha'  portion  of  the  resolution  of  the 
house  which  calls  lor  "copies  of  whatever  commu- 
nications were  mndc  from  the  secretary  of  stale  du- 
ring the  last  session  of  the  27th  congress,  particular- 
ly February,  1843,  to  Mr.  Gushing;  and  Mr.  Adams, 
members  of  the  committee  of  this  house  on  foreign 
affairs,  of  the  wish  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  institute  a  special  mission  to  Great  Bri- 
tain," 1  have  to  state  that  no  such  communications, 
or  copies  of  them,  are  found  in  the  department  of 
slate. 

"Copies  of  all  letters  on  the  books  of  the  depart 
ment  of  state  to  any  officer  of  the  United  States  or 
any  person  in  New  York  concerning  .Alexander  Mc- 
Leod,"' which  are  also  called  for  by  the  resolution, 
are  herewith  communicated.    JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  .ipril  W,  1846. 


INDIA. 


Since  the  death  of  Runjeet  Singh,  ruler  of  the 
Sikhs,  the  expression  of  the  British  press  has  ofien 
suggested  the  propriety  of  adding  his  domain  to  their 
territories  for  the  purpose  of  rounding  off  and  per- 
fecting their  empire,  and  they  have  not  been  slow  to 
find  pretexts  to  consummate  the  views  of  aggrandize- 
ment. The  civil  dissensions  in  that  country  drew  a 
concentration  of  British  troops  towards  their  fron- 
tier, and  at  Sir  Henry  Hardinge's  departure  from 
England  as  governor-general,  the  conquest  or  forci- 
ble annexation  of  the  I'unjaub,  was  alreaily  but  the 
anticipation  ol  what  ought  to  or  must  be,  The  new 
governor-general  was  expected  to  signalize  his  office 
by  some  achievement.  Seeing  war  inevitable,  the 
Sikhs  anticipated  the  invasion  of  their  own  hy  march- 
ing their  armies  into  the  British  territory,  and  du- 
ring the  battles  in  December  last,  the  fate  of  the 
British  empire  for  a  while  seemed  to  tremble  in  the 
balance.  The  farther  reinforcements  which  joined 
the  British  armies  in  January,  enabled  them  finally 
to  gain,  under  Major  General  M.  Smith,  the  victory 
of  Aliwal,  in  January  28ih,  and  umler  H.  Gough, 
reinforced  by  Smith's  corps,  that  of  Sobraon,  on  the 
10th  February.  The  tireing  details  of  military 
movement,  presented  by  the  official  bulletins,  give  us 
but  the  same  clatter  of  the  chequers  on  the  chequer 
board,  that  fatigue  us  by  their  unvaried  monotony  in 
all  the  wars  of  history.  The  same  game,  the  same 
movements,  the  same  science,  the  same  art,  hiding 
as  far  as  possible  those  more  true  and  disgusting  re- 
lations, in  both  victors  and  conquered,  which  give 
nurture  and  lite  to  the  prized  laurels  of  the  military 
hiro.  It  «  ould  be  a  u  a-.te  of  paper  probably  to  pub- 
lish them  in  full,  jet  to  satisfy  the  curiosity  of  read 
ers  who  may  lake  an  interest  in  such  matters,  we 
give  insertion  to  the  official  account  of  the  last  one 
of  the  four  great  battles.  As  do  all  sucli  bulletins, 
it  diffuies  such  commendaticns  to  the  passing  sub- 
heroes  of  smaller  fry,  as  may  serve  to  feed  them  fur 
farther  usB' for  a  few  years  more. 

To  the  Goveniur  General  of  India,  SfC. 
head  quarters,  Camp  Kussoor,  Feb.  13. 

Right  Hon.  Sir. — This  is  the  fourth  despatch 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  you 
since  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  Tlaiiks  to  Al- 
mighty God,  whose  hand  1  desire  to  acknowledge  in 
all  our  successes,  the  occasion  of  my  writing  now  is 
to  announce  a  fourth  and  most  glorious  and  decisive 
victory! 

My  last  communication  detailed  the  movements  of 
the  Sikhs  andourcounler-manffiuvres  since  the  great 
day  of  Ferozesliah.  Defealcii  on  the  Upper  Sutlej, 
the  enemy  continued  to  occupy  his  posiiicin  on  the 
right  bank,  and  formidable  tete  de  pont  and  entrench 
ments  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  in  front  of  ihe 
main  body  of  our  army.  But  on  the  lUlh  instant, 
all  that  he  held  of  British  territory,  winch  was  com- 
piistd  in  the  uruuiid  un  uhich  one  of  his  cam  [is 
stood,  was  stormed  from  his  grasp,  and  his  audaciiy 
was  again  signally  punished  by  a  blow,  sudden,  hea- 
vy, and  overwhelming.  It  is  mj  gratifying  duly  to 
detail  the  measures  which  have  led  to  this  gloiious 
result. 

The  enemy's  works  had  been  repeatedly  recon- 
noitred during  the  time  of  my  head  quarters  being 
fixed  "t  Nihulkee,  by  my  sell,  by  niy  departnieiual 
slati",  and  my  engineer  and  artillery  c'tRcers.  Qui 
observations,  coupled  with  the  reports  of  spies,  con- 
vinced us  that  there  had  devolved  oD  us  the  arduous 


task  of  attacking;,  in  a  position  covered  with  formi- 
dable intrcnchments  not  fewer  than  30,000  men,  the 
best  of  the  Ivhalsa  troops,  with  70  pieces  of  cannon, 
united  by  a  good  bridge  to  a  reserve  mii  the  opposite 
bank,  on  which  Ihe  enemy  had  a  considerable  camp 
and    some    artillery,   commanding   and  flankin?   his 
field  works  on  our  side.     Alajor  General  Sir  Harry 
Smith's  division  having  rejoined   me  on  the  evening 
of  the  8th,  and  part  of  my  siege  train,  having  come  '. 
up  with  me,  1  rcsolveil  on  Ihe  morning  of  the  lOlh, 
to  dispose  our  mortars  and  battering  guns  on  the  al- 
luvial land  within  good  range  of  the  enemy's  works. 
To  enable    us    to  do    this,  it  was  necessary   first  to 
drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets  at  the  post  of  observa-  j 
tion    in    front  of  Koodeewalla,  and  at  the  little  So- 
braon.    It  was  directed  that  this  should  be  done  du- , 
ring  the  night  of  the  9lh,  but  the  execution  of  this 
part  of  the  plan   was  deferred   owing  to  misconcep- 1 
tions  and  casual  circumstances  until  near  day-break. 
The   delay   was  of  little   ini|iortance,  as  the   event 
showed  that  the   Sikhs  had  followed  our  example  in  '■ 
occupying  the    two    posts  in   force  by  day  only.     Of 
both,  therefore,  possession  was  taken  without  oppo- 
sition.    The    battering   and    disposed   field  ariilleiy 
was  then  put  in  position   in   an  extended  semi  circle  i 
cmbiacing  within  its  fire  the  works  of  the  Sikhs. 

It  bad  been  intended  that  Ihe  cannonade  should 
have  commenced  at  day-break;  but  so  heavy  a  mist 
hung  over  the  plain  and  river  that  it  became  neces 
sary  to  wait  until  the  rays  of  the  sun  had  penetrated  , 
it,  and  cleared  the  atmosphere.  Meanwhile,  on  the  j 
margin  of  the  Sutlej  on  our  left,  two  brigades  of] 
Major  General  Sir  R.  Dick's  division,  under  his 
personal  command,  stood  ready  to  commence  the  as- 
sault against  the  enemy's  extreme  riglit.  His  7th 
brigade,  in  which  was  the  lOlh  foot,  reinforced  by 
the  53d  foot,  and  led  by  Brigadier  St.icey,  was  to 
head  the  attack,  supported  at  200  yards  distance  by 
the  6th  brigade  under  Brigadier  Wilkinson.  Its  re- 
serve was  the  5th  brigade  under  Brigadier  the  Hon. 
T.  Ashburnham,  which  was  to  move  forward  from 
the  intrenched  village  of  Koodewalla,  leaving,  if  ne- 
cessary, a  regiment  for  its  defence.  In  the  centre. 
Major  General  Gilbert's  division  was  deployed  for 
support  or  attack,  its  right  resting  on  and  in  the  vil- 
lage of  the  little  Sobraon.  Major  General  Sir  Har- 
ry Smith's  was  formed  near  the  village  of  Gutlah, 
with  its  right  thrown  up  towards  the  Sutlej.  Briga- 
dier Cureton's  cavalry  threatened,  by  feigned  at- 
tacks, the  ford  at  Hurrekee  and  the  enemy's  horse 
under  Rajah  Lall  Singh  Mismn  the  opposite  bank. 
I  Brigadier  Campbell,  taking  an  immediate  position  in 
the  rear,  between  Major  General  Gilbert's  right  and 
Major  General  Sir  Harrv  Smith's  left,  protected 
both.  Major  General  Sir  Joseph  Thackwell,  under 
whom  was  Brigadier  Ecott,  held  in  reserve  on  our 
left,  ready  to  act  as  circumstances  might  demand,  the 
rest  of  the  cavalry. 

Our  b.ittery  of  9  pounders,  enlarged  into  twelves, 
opened  near  the  little  Sobraon  with  a  brigade  of 
howitzers  formed  from  the  light  field  batteries  and 
troops  of  horse  aitiliery,  shortly  after  daybreak. — 
But  it  was  half-past  six  before  the  whole  of  our  ar- 
tillery fire  was  developed.  It  was  most  spi.-iied  and 
well  directed.  1  cannot  speak  in  terms  too  high  of 
the  judicious  disposition  of  the  guns,  their  admirable 
practice,  or  the  activity  with  which  the  cannonade 
was  sustained;  but  notwithstanding  the  formidable 
calibre  of  our  iron  guns,  mortars,  and  howitzers, 
and  the  aduiiralile  way  in  which  they  were  served, 
and  aided  by  ■■<  rocket  buttery,  it  would  have  been 
visionary  to  expect  that  they  could,  within  any  limit- 
ed time,  silence  the  fire  of  70  pieces  behind  well 
constructed  batteries  of  earth,  plank,  and  fascines, 
or  dislodge  troops  covered  eillier  hy  redoubts  or 
epaulemeuts,  or  within  a  treble  line  of  trenches. — 
The  effect  of  the  cannonade  was,  as  has  since  been 
proved  by  an  inspection  of  the  camp,  most  severely 
felt  by  the  enemy;  but  it  soon  became  evident  that 
Ihe  issue  of  this  struggle  must  be  brought  to  the  ar- 
bitrament of  musketry  and  the  bayonet. 

At  nine  o'clock  Brigadier  Slacey's  brigade,  sup- 
ported on  either  Bank  by  Captains  Horsford's  and 
Fordyce's  batteries,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Line's 
troop  of  horse  artillery,  moved  to  the  attack  in  ad- 
mirable order.  The  infantry  and  guns  aided  each 
other  co-relatively.  The  former  marched  steadily 
on  in  line,  which  they  halted  only  to  correct  when 
necessary.  The  latter  took  up  successive  positions 
at  the  gallop,  until  at  length  they  were  within  300 
yards  of  the  heavy  batteries  of  the  Sikhs;  but,  not- 
withstanding the  regularity,  and  coolness,  and  scien- 
tific character  of  the  assault,  which  Brigadier  Wil- 
kinson well  supported,  so  hot  was  the  fire  of  cannon, 
iiusketry,  and  zumbuorucks  kept  up  by  the  Khalsa 
troops,  that  it  seemed  for  some  moments  impossible 
that  the  entrenchn.ents  could  be  won  under  ii;  but 
soon  persevering  gallantry  triumphed,  and  the  whole 
army  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  gallant  Brigadier 
Stacey's  soldiers  driving  the  Sikhs  in  confusioD  be- 


fore them,  within  the  area  of  their  encampment. 

The  lOth  foot,  under  Lijulenant  Colonel  Franks, 
now    for  the   first   lime    brought  into  serious  contact 

witli  the  enemy,  greatly  distinguished  themselves 

This  regiment  never  fired  a  ?hot  till  it  got  within  the 
works  of  the  enemy.  The  onset  of  Her  Majesty's 
53  I  foot  was  as  gallant  and  elieclive.  The  43d  and 
5'Jlh  native  infantry,  brigaded  with  them,  emulated 
both  in  cool  determiii  aioii. 

At  the  moment  of  this  first  success,  I  directed  bri- 
gadier the  Hon.  T  Ashhiirnham's  brigade  to  move 
on  in  support,  and  Major  General  Gilbert's  and  Sir 
Harry  Smith's  ilivisionn  to  throw  out  their  light 
troops  to  threaten  their  works  aided  by  artillery.  As' 
these  attacks  of  the  centre  and  right  commenced,  the 
fire  of  our  heavy  guns  had  first  to  be  directed  to  the 
right,  and  then  gradually  to  cease,  but  atone  lime 
the  thunder  of  full  120  pieces  of  ordnance  reverberat- 
ed in  this  mighty  combat  through  the  valley  of  the 
Sutlej,  and  as  it  was  soon  seen  that  the  weight  of 
the  whole  force  within  the  Sikli  camp  was  likely  to 
be  thrown  upon  tlie  two  brigades  that  hid  passed  its 
trenches,  it  become  necessary  to  convert  into  close 
and  serious  attacks  the  demonstrations  with  skirm- 
ishes, and  artillery  of  the  centre  and  right;  and  the 
battle  raged  with  inconceivable  fury  fiom  right  to 
left.  I'he  Sikhs,  even  when  at  particular  points 
their  entrenchments  were  mustered  with  the  bayo- 
net, strove  to  regain  them  hy  the  fiercest  conflict 
sword  in  hand.  Nor  was  it  until  the  cavalry  of  the 
I  left,  under  major  general  Sir  Joseph  Thackwell,  had 
nioved  forward  and  ridden  through  the  openings  ot 
the  entrenchments  made  by  our  sappers,  in  single 
file,  and  reformed  as  they  passed  them,  and  the  31 
dragoons,  whom  no  obstacle  usually  held  formidable 
by  horse  appears  to  check,  had  on  this  day  as  at 
■  Ferozeshah,  galloped  over  and  cut  down  the  obsti- 
nate defenders  of  batteries  and  field  works,  and  until 
'  the  full  weight  of  three  divisions  of  infantry,  with 
I  every  field  artillery  gun  which  could  be  sent  to  their 
1  aid,  had  been  cast  into  the  scale,  that  victory  finally 
declared  for  the  British,  '''he  fire  of  the  Sikhs  first 
I  slackened  and  then  nearly  ceased,  and  the  victors 
]  then  pressing  them  on  every  side,  precipitated  Iheni 
in  masses  over  their  bridgi:  and  into  the  Sutlej,  whieli 
I  a  sudden  rise  of  seven  inches  had  rendered  hardly 
fordable.  In  their  efforts  to  reach  the  right  bank, 
through  the  deepening  water,  they  sulfereil  from  our 
horse  artillery  a  terrible  carnage.  Hundreds  loll 
under  this  cannonade,  hundreds  upon  hundreds  were 
drowned  in  attempting  the  perilous  passage.  Their 
awful  slaughter,  confusion,  and  dismay  were  such  as 
would  have  excited  compassion  in  the  hearts  of  their 
generous  conquerors,  if  the  Khalsa  troops  had  not, 
111  the  early  part  of  the  action,  sullied  their  gallant- 
ry by  slaughtering  and  barbarously  mangling  every 
wounded  soldier  whom,  in  vicissitudes  of  attack,  the 
fortune  of  war  left  at  their  mercy.  1  must  pause  m 
this  narrative  especially  to  notice  the  determined 
hardihood  and  bravery  with  which  our  two  batta- 
lions of  Ghoorkhas,  the  Sirinoor  and  Nusseree,  met 

the  Sikhs  wherever  they   were   opposed    to  them. 

I  Soldiers  of  small  stature,  hut  indouiitaOle  spirit,  they 
vied  ill  ardent  courage  in  the  charge  with  the  grenu- 
j  diers  of  our  own  nation,  and,  armed  with  the  short 
I  weapon  of  their  mountains,  were  a  terror  to  the  Sikhs 
I  throughout  this  great  combat. 
I  H.  GOUGH,  General. 

Aficr  describing  the  heroic  and  gallant  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men  engaged  on  this  memorable  day, 
I  the  commander  in  chief  says:     Right  Hon.  Sir,  yuu 
1  must  permit  me   to  speak   of  yourself.     Before  the 
i  action  1    had   the  satisfaeiion   of  submitting  to  you 
I  my  plan  of  attack,  and   I   cannot  describe   the  sup- 
j  port  which  I  derived  from  the   circumstances  of  its 
1  having  in  all  its  details  met  your  approbation.   When 
1  a  soldier  of  such  sound  judgment   and   matured  ex- 
I  perience  as  your  excellency,  assured  me  that  my  pro- 
ijected  operation  deserved  succuss,  I  could    not  per- 
I  mil  myself  to  doubt  that,  with  the   blessings  of  Di- 
I  vine  Providence,  the  victory   would   be   ours.     Nor 
I  did  your  assistance   slop    here;  though    suffering  se- 
verely from  the  effects  of  a  lall,  and  unable  to  mount 
on  horseback   without  assistance,  your   uncontrolla- 
ble desire  to  see    this  army   once   more  Iriuuiphanl 
i  carried  you  into   the    holtesl   of  the    fire,   tilling  all 
I  who  witnessed  your  exposure    to  such  peril  at  once 
I  with  admiration  of  ttie  intrepidity  that  prompted   il, 
]  and  anxiety  lor  your  jiersonal   safety,  involving  so 
I  deeply  in  itself  the  interests  and   happiness  of  Bri- 
j  ti.4i  India.     I  must  acknowledge  also  my  obligation 
I  to  you  lor  having,  whilst  i  was  busied  with  anollicr 
portion  of  our  operations,  superintending  all  the  ar- 
I  rangemeiits  that  related  to  laying   our  bmlge  acrosi 
j  the  Sutlej  near    Ferozepore.     Our    prompt   appear- 
ance on  this  bank  of  the  river  after  victory,  and  ad- 
I  vaiice  to  this  place,  which  has  enabled  us  to  surprise 
j  ils  fort  and  encamp  without  opposition  in  one  of  the 
slrungest  positions  in  the  country,  is  the  result  of  this 
I  Invaluable  aasistaocc." 
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The  next  despatch  is  dated  from  Camp  Kanha 
Rutchwa.  February  19,  and  detailes  the  circum- 
stances of  the  advance  towards  Lahore,  retreat  of 
the  Sikh  army,  their  proposals  for  peace,  and  its  fi- 
nal conclusion.  A  proclamation  of  peace  was  is- 
sued on  February  18th,  "his  Highness  Maharajah 
Dhuleep  Singh,  having  this  day  waited  upon  the  go- 
vernor general  and  expressed  the  contrition  of  him- 
self and  (he  Sikh  government  for  their  late  hostile 
proceedings."  The  British  press  takes  great  satis- 
faction in  the  "moral  etTect  of  these  results  in  con- 
firming their  dominion,  and  apologize  for  the  secur- 
ing a  peace  instfad  of  carrying  out  their  project  of 
complete  conquest,  by  the  considerations  that  "to 
seize  and  keep  the  Punjaub  would  in  a  pecuniary 
sense,  entail  heavy  loss  with  the  certainty  of  dange- 
rous collisions  with  its  natives  and  would  require 
also  the  conquest  of  Affghanistan  to  ensure  its  quiet 
possession"  tasks  as  yet  not  prudent  to  attempt. — 
"Moreover,  a  native  prince  attached  to  British  alli- 
ance, such  as  is  beliiived  to  exist  in  Gholab  Singh, 
with  whom  Sir  H.  ilardinge  has  formed  his  treaty, 
will  answer  our  ends  better  tlian  if  our  flag  floated 
over  Lahore." 

Sir  H.  Gongh  and  H.  Hardinge  are  to  be  elevated 
to  the  peerage;  the  thanks  of  parliament  are  voted 
to  the  Indian  army. 

Killed  and  wounded  in  the  action  of  the  12lh. 

Killed.   Wounded 
European  officers,  13  101 

Native  officers,  3 

Warrant  and  non  commissioned  offi- 
cers, rank  and  flle,  301 
Lascars,  Syce  Drivers,  Syces,  &c.         3 


39 


1,913 
10 


Total,  320         2,0G3 

Grand  total  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing, 
2,383 

Mimes  nf  the  officerskUled. — Major  General  Sir  R. 
H.  Dick,  K.  C.  B.,  and  K.  C  H.,  Lieutenant  Col. 
C.  C.  Taylor,  C.  B.;  Capts.  J.  Fisher  and  C.  E.  D. 
Warren;"Lieuts.  H.  J.  Y.  Faithful,  R.  Hay,  C.  R. 
Grimes,  J.S.  Rawson,  F.  Shuttlewarth,  VV.  T.  Bart- 
ley,  W.  D.  Playfair,  and  W.  S.  Beale; Ensign  F.W. 
A.  Hamilton. 

The  Sikh  loss  is  estimated  at  19,000. 
The  whole  campaign  against  the  Sikhs  must  have 
cost  the  British  Indian  army,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
8,000  or  10,000  men,  including  an  extraordinary 
proportion  ol^  British  officers,  by  whom  the  troops 
arc  chiefly  commanded.  A  majority  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers  and  .privates  killed  and  wound- 
ed were  natives.  The  oflicers'  reports  of  killed  and 
wounded  on  the  British  side  in  three  principal  engage- 
ments, are  as  follows: 

Killed.  Wounded. 

Battle  of  28ih  January  151  314 

"  10th  February  320  2,0G3 

"  18ih  December  215  657 

•'  22d  "  694  1,729 


1,380 


4,7G3 
1,380 


6,143 


THE    OREGON    QUESTION. 

TITLE    FROM    CONTIGDITT. 


From  the  Baltimore  .Imericaii. 

As  diflerence  of  opinion,  upon  all  subjects,  is  one 
of  those  "peculiar  institutions"  which  our  good  peo- 
ple are  most  studious  to  preserve  unimpaired  by  dis- 
use, it  is  no  wonder  that  il  slionid  be,  as  it  is,  a  mat- 
ter of  dispute  whether  "continuity"  or  "contigui- 
ty" be  the  proper  name  for  the  principle  which  it 
is  proposed  lo  examine.  There  is,  however,  loo 
much  uncertainty  in  the  thing  signified  lor  us  to 
waste  lime  in  discussing  the  words  which  are  signs 
of  it,  and  we  proceed,  lherefore,al  once,  lo  the  in- 
quiry—  what  is  meant  by  the  doctrine,  let  it  be  called 
as  it  may.' 

Looking  lo  the  official  exposition  of  our  claims,  as 
the  fouiiuiii  head  of  aulhority,  we  find,  in  the  teller 
of  Mr.  (;alhouii  to  Mr.  Piikenham,  (senate  doc.  No. 
1,  letter  A.  p.  42)  llie  following  coinmuiiicalion  of 
the  views  of  our  government. 

"That  coiuinuily  furnishes  a  just  foundation  for  a 
claim  of  territory,  in  connexion  with  Ihosc  of  dis- 
covery and  occupation,  would  seem  unquestionable. 
It  is  admitted  by  all,  that  neither  of  them  is  limited 
by  the  precise  spot  disnovertd  or  occupied  II  is 
evident  thai,  in  order  lo  make  eillicr  available,  it 
must  cxlciid  at  least  some  dislaiice  beyond  Ihul  ac- 
tually discovered  or  occupied,  but  Iww  far,  as  an  ab- 
stract question,  is  a  matter  of  uncniainly.  It  issiibjecl, 
III  eacli  case,  lo  be  inUueiicud  by  a  variety  ol  consi- 
derations." 


I  Mr.  Calhoun  then  proceeds  to  show  how  it  applies 
!  lo  the  casesof  islands  discovered,  and  months  of  riv- 
lers  explored,  and  continues  thus: 

"How  far  the  claim  of  continuity  may  extend,  in 
other  cases,  is  less  perfectly  defined,  and  can  be  settled 
I  milif  by  reference  to  the  circumstances  attending  each.'''' 

Now,  with  the  most  anxious  desire  lo  extract  the 
principles  designed  to  be  promulgcd  by  our  negotia- 
tor, we  have  put  his  two  conclu&iona  together,  and 
we  find  that  they  enlighten  to  this  extent  and  no 
more: — that  the  title  from  continuity  is  unquestion- 
able, but  is  a  mailer  of  uncertainty,  as  an  abstract 
question,  and  depends  on  circumstances,  in  particu- 
lar casos.  In  fliplomatic  construction  this  may  be, 
and,  from  the  high  reputation  of  its  author,  we  infer 
must  be,  entirely  explicit  and  satisfactory.  To  the 
mind  of  a  lawyer  it  no  doubt  comes  clearly  within 
the  meaning  of  that  very  definile  thing,  so  happily 
called  "certainly  to  a  certain  intent  in  general." — 
To  a  common  understanding,  however,  it  amounts 
to  nothing  more  than  adopting,  a?  a  principle  of  in- 
ternational law,  a  leading  doctrine  of  proverbial  phi- 
losophy— that  "circumstances  alter  cases."  Human 
ingenuity  can  make  nothing  more  out  of  it,  it  seems 
to  us; — and  we  confess  that  v/e  cannot,  for  the  life 
of  us,  see  that  it  demonstrates,  mathematically,  mo- 
rally, or  geographically,  our  "clear  and  unquestion- 
able title"  lo  the  "whole  of  Oregon  or  none  "  We 
see  in  it  no  traces  of  54°  40',  or  even  of  49°,  and  we 
congratulate  ourselves,  most  warmly,  that  it  contains 
nothing  to  "prepare  the  hearts  of  the  people  for 
war,"  though  it  is  eminently  calculated  lo  set  their 
heads  to  woo!  gathering.  True  il  is,  that  the  able 
secretary  goes  on  lo  show  how  England  contested, 
with  France,  the  right  of  contiguity  from  the 
British  settlements  on  the  Atlantic,  westward  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean — arguing,  from  the  result  of  that 
conflict,  which  ended  in  the  treaty  of  Paris,  1763, 
that  contiguity,  wesluard,  overcame  contiguity  east- 
ward, and  "must  be  pronounced  the  stronger  of  the 
two!" 

Can  Mr.  Calhoun  have  meant  by  this  to  convey 
the  idea,  that  the  fortune  of  war  is  the  test  of  a 
principle.'  Is  the  success  with  which  a  nation  is  able 
to  uphold  its  pretensions,  by  the  strong  hand,  one  of 
"the  circumslances  attending" — one  of  "the  variety 
of  considerations"  which  are  to  influence  the  cer- 
tainty or  uncertainty  of  an  abstract  question?  Could 
any  one  have  calculated  so  largely — we  will  not  say 
on  public  credulity,  but  on  public  gravity — as  to 
have  insisted  for  one  serious  moment,  that  continui- 
ty, westward,  is  a  better  principle  than  continuity, 
eastward — or  is,  in  fact,  any  principle  at  all — be- 
cause England  was  able,  one  hundred  years  ago,  to 
flagellate  France  by  land  and  water?  If  there  be  any 
principle  involved,  it  is  thai  of  continuity  merely — 
contiguity  both  ways  and  every  way — and  to  make 
that  principle  determinable,  by  the  point  of  the 
compass  which  it  faces,  is  to  be,  like  Hamlet,  "mad, 
north,  northwest" — a  species  of  insanity,  bye  the 
bye,  of  late  rather  loo  prevalent.  Let  us  grant, 
however,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  continuity 
I'ollows  the  sun — how  ran  Mr.  Calhoun,  still,  make 
it  apply  to  this  case?  Would  not  continuity  go  west 
from  Canada,  as  well  as  from  us?  If  the  parallel  of 
49°  be  the  recognized  and  admitted  boundary  be- 
tween the  possessions  of  England  and  the  United 
I  Slates,  so  far  as  tlial  boundary  is  settled,  we  think 
It  would  puzzle  the  ablest  logician  of  them  all  to 
show  liow  continuity,  westward,  would  carry  our 
rights  to  the  north  ol  that  parallel,  unless  continuity 
has  the  prerogative  which  some  great  men  ascribe 
to  consistency — that  of  going  ofl'  at  tangents  and 
right  angles,  insisting,  nevtrlheless,  with  entire  truth, 
Ihbl  it  had  never  letl  a  right  line.  Besides,  in  the 
same  breath  which  advocates  the  claims  of  continui- 
ty, those  of  discovery  and  exploration  are  set  up 
also.  Now  all  the  discovery  and  exploration  which 
give  us  rights  under  the  Spanish  lille,  and  the  great- 
er part  of  those  which  we  claim  lor  ourselves,  ori 
ginally,  were  continued  to  the  shores  of  Ihe  Pacific 
Ocean  and  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  If  then,  conti- 
nuity, eastward,  be  a  principle  exploded  since  1763, 
we  should  be  glad  to  know  how  long  il  would  take 
coniinuily,  westward,  to  bring  our  title  from  the  sea 
coast  of  Oregon  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  In  the 
due  course  of  time — unless  water  be  a  non-coiiduc- 
lor  of  tills  international  electricity — Mr.  Calhoun's 
coniinuily  might  cany  us  to  Cliina,  and  would  per- 
linps  afford  us  a  fair  set  ofl'  to  the  titles  which  Eng- 
land has  earned  by  the  opium  war — but  how  it 
could  get  into  the  interior  of  (Oregon,  without  cir- 
cumnavigating ihe  globe,  and  passing  through  Great 
Itritain  on  the  jounity ,  is  a  problem  yet  lu  be  solv- 
ed. With  all  Oelerence,  then,  we  presume  lo  say, 
that  unless  Mr.  Calhonn  is  disposed  to  let  his  prin- 
ciple make,  what  iMons.  Mallet  calls  the  buttle 
ol  Waterloo,  "one  grande  motion  retrograde," 
he  will  finil  it  beyond  even  the  chanoleersliip 
of    I'uaeloii,    lo    drive    discovery,  exploration,  and 


continuity,  westward,  three  in  hand,  in  the  sama 
team. 

It  is  due,  however,  to  those  who  advocate  conti- 
nuity generally,  that  we  should  admit  Mr.  Calhoun 
not  to  be  one  of  its  exponents.  Perhaps  we  can 
find  their  principle  no  where  so  candidly  and  lucidly 
developed  as  in  the  speech  made  m  Ihe  house  of  re- 
representatives,  by  one  Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Indiana, 
who  admits  that  he  "  is  said  by  some,  lo  be  a  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ahead  of  the  age,"  and  who  il  is 
therefore  fair  to  infer,  has  more  definile  notions  than 
most  people,  both  as  to  our  national  desliny  and  the 
mode  of  attaining  it.  "I  say,"  exclaims  the  hon- 
orable gentleman,  "if  you  (meaning  the  eastern  peo- 
ple) can  add  a  patch  of  territory  lo  New  England, 
and  we  a  patch  to  the  west,  and  if  the  south  can  find 
Cuba  near  enough,  to  claim  it  by  contiguity,  I  say, 
go  forward." 

Now  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  it  is  lo  sentimenta 
like  these  that  the  mass  of  our  "progressive"  politi- 
cians hearken  most  readily,  and  that,  wiih  such  prin- 
ciples, it  is  their  ceaseless  effort  to  impress  the  pub- 
lic mind.  But  strip  from  the  doctrine  which  such 
people  teach  the  scanty  covering  which  scarce  hides 
its  nakedness,  and  what  do  we  see  under  it?  No- 
thing more  nor  less  than  the  broad  assertion  of  our 
right  to  plunder,  north,  south,  east,  and  west,  what- 
ever we  want  or  covet,  honestly  or  dishonestly,  right- 
fully and  wrongfully. 

If  you  have  a  fancy  for  Canada,  lake  it — you  have 
treaties  with  Great  Britain,  to  be  sure,  and  your 
faith  IS  pledged  to  their  observance — but  you  can 
get  for  yourselves  some  thousands  of  square  miles 
of  territory  by  a  little  falsehood  and  punic  faith, 
and  if  it  be  your  "destiny,"  as  it  surely  is  lo  have 
Ihe  whole  of  North  America,  is  il  not  your  desliny 
to  play  false,  if  falsehood  be  needed  to  work  out 
that  destiny?  Cuba  is  an  admirable  possession — the 
jewel  of  the  Indies.  You  have  treaties  with  Spain, 
too,  which  honesty  requires  you  to  observe — but 
Spain  is  weak — an  old  decaying  monarchy — des- 
tined, like  all  things  old,  to  fall  down  before  the 
energy  of  young  republicanisi" — providence  has 
made  you  able  to  rob  her  of  Cuba — surely  provi- 
dence destined  you  to  do  what  you  can  do — would  it 
not  be  impious  to  fly  in  the  face  of  your  destiny?  It 
19  not  land  robbery.  It  is  not  "flat  burglary" — ills 
only  "annexation,"  and  we  can  prove  to  you  philo- 
sophically, that  to  annex  all  of  North  America  is 
your  great  republican  tendency."  Oregon  is  next 
to  you.  True,  you  have  thousands  and  thousands  of 
miles  uncultivated,  that  belong  lo  you — true,  you 
may  travel  for  days  over  what  is  really  your  own, 
without  seeing  Ihe  curling  smoke  of  a  single  habita- 
tion, or  catching  the  gleam  from  a  single  plough- 
share, as  it  cleaves  the  virgin  soil.  You  have  val- 
lies,  which  might  teem  with  abundance  for  the 
world's  surfeit,  if  you  would  till  lliem — you  have 
magnificent  rivers,  to  bear  your  treasures  to  the  sea 
— a  century  he  tice,  you  will  not  be  near  enough  to 
each  other  to  hear  each  other's  voices,  if  they  are 
lifted  at  midnight,  and  amid  its  silences — you  have 
no  need  of  more  territory,  more  ports,  more  rivers — 
yet  Oregon  is  next  to  you,  and  you  are  so  restless 
that  you  cannot  be  still,  in  the  midst  of  peace — so 
hungry  for  more,  that  you  cry  aloud  for  it,  in  the 
midst  of  excess — so  disconlenled  with  what  is  good, 
that  you  cra-ve  what  is  bad — so  barbarous  that  civi- 
lization is  irksome  to  you,  and  you  fly  from  it,  as  it 
springs  up  around  you — why  there  is  Oregon — it  is 
contiguous— ct.ntiguity  gives  title — take  wti9l  is  yours 
—  why  should  ym  hunger  and  thirst,  when  the  feast 
is  before  you?  Il  is  true,  you  may  bring  on  war — 
you  may  roll  a  stone  in  the  path  of  your  prosperity 
and  happini-s,  which  may  be  there  for  fifty  years — 
vou  may  impoverish  your  inanulaclurers  and  mer- 
chants— you  may  make  your  sea-coast  rod  with  fire 
aud  blood— but  what  of  that?  I'hc  American  eaglo 
IS  destined,  one  of  these  days,  to  finish  the  British 
lion,  and  he  had  as  well  coiiinieiice  at  one.  We 
can  do  il,  and  therefore  we  oughl  to  do  il — we  want 
Oregon  and  we  mean  to  have  it.  The  west  wants 
it,  and  the  west  lias  no  notion  of  being  thuarlcd. — 
The  west  gave  Tuxas  to  Uie  soulh  — let  llie  south 
yield  Oregon  lo  llie  west.  What  does  democracy 
mean,  unless  people  can  do  as  they  please?  and  why 
were  republics  made  better  by  Heaven  than  mon- 
archies, unless  Heaven's  smile  was  ineanl  to  be  oyer 
all  their  doings? 

Add  to  such  logic  as  this,  a  few  cunning  and  de- 
clamatory phrases,  about  the  jealousy  wilh  whieti 
the  principalities  and  powers  of  the  old  world  re- 
gard the  gigantic  progress  which  the  young  republic 
IS  making — tell  the  people  that  the  monarchies  of 
Europe  act,  as  Mr.  Kennedy  has  it,  "preparing  Gog 
and  Magog,  to  come  up  agaiiisi  us,  and  lo  make  war 
on  this  camp  of  freedom,"  and  you  add  enthusiasm 
to  cupidity,  you  have  all  Ihe  uiisetilad  spirits — the 
wild  adventurers- the  liuiigiy  patriots— lie  bold  and 
bad  and  desperate,  as  well  as  the  needy,  the  visiuiia- 
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ry,  and  the  weak — ready  to  strech  the  claim  of  con- 
tinuity until  it  crack,  and  rampant  to  "annex"  what- 
ever proximity  may  make  tempting,  or  caprice  sug- 
gest to  their  turbulent  imaginations. 

Obviously  and  most  reasonably  distinguishable 
from  all  this  is  the  moderate  and  philosopliical  doc- 
trine of  Senator  Berrien — that  contiguity  affords  the 
strongest  title  to  vacant,  unappropriated  land,  when 
the  surplus  population  of  an  adjacent  nation  is  driv 
en  upon  that  land  by  the  necessity  of  seeking  subsis- 
tence and  habitation.  Such  doctrine  is  as  far,  on 
the  one  hand,  from  the  dreams  of  millennium  hun- 
ters and  the  farrago  of  demagogues,  as  it  is,  upon  the 
otiier,  from  the  peculiar  dialectics  with  which  Mr. 
Calhoun  endeavors  to 

"Divide, 
A  hair'twixt  west  and  northwest  side.'' 
It  will  be  seen,  however,  at  a  glance,  that  even  as 
Mr.  Berrien  expounds  the  theory,  necessity,  not  con 
tiguity,  is  the  essential  principle  at  the  bottom.  For, 
granting  that   England    and    ourselves,   alike,   were 
groaning  with  a  population  loo  excessive  to  be  borne 
or  nurtured,  it  would  be  diSicult  to  find   any  princi- 
ple of  morals  or  of  reason   which   would  give  to  us 
a  better  title   than   she   could   claim  to  occupy  land 
belonging  to  neither,  merely  because  it  might  lie  ad- 
joining our  own.     Her  necessities  being  equal  to  ours 
— her   title,   independently    of  these    necessities,  as 
good  as  ours — the   right   of  her  citizens,  under  the 
law  of  God,  lo    the  earth  as  a  dwelling  place,  and 
the  preservation   of  life    thereon,  by  tillage  of  the 
soil,  as  strong  as  any  that  the  same  law  gives  to  us — 
it  would  be  idle  to  saj,  in   reply,  that   we   were  (as 
the  lawyers  have  it)   "prockein  ami,"  or  next  friend, 
and  that  the  fact   of  our  being  nest  must  override 
every  thing  else.     If  such  were  reasonable  doctrine, 
the  inhabitants  of  all  islands  overburdened  with  peo- 
ple would  have  no  alternative  but  to  cut  each  other's 
throats,  or  jump   into  the  sea,  the  bottom  of  which 
would  be  the  only  land  contiguous.    Necessity,  then, 
is  the  only  ground  ol    title  by  which  we  could  claim 
Oregon,  after  all,  in   spite   of  contiguity,  and  it    re- 
mains to  be  asked — where  does  our  necessity  exist? 
It  IS  not  that  we  wish,  that   we  desire,  that  we  are 
anxious  to  have  the  territory — but  that  we  actually 
need  it.     It  is  not  that  we   desire  to  realize,  in  cen- 
turies to  come,  the    theory  of  a    mighty   republic,  a 
glorious  .     )  ;■.    I   )n  of  federated  sovereignties,  co- 
Tering  l  ,c    . ..     ;;  northern  division  of  the  continent, 
and  throbbing  with  nne  pulsation  of  nationality  from 
its  centre  lo  its  far  off  boundaries.     This  may  be  all 
very  admirable,  but   its  excellence   does   not  make 
right.     Other  nations  may  have  their  theories  also. 
Canada    may  want  a  little  continuity,  and   get  up  a 
"tendency"'   to  the  Pacific   as  well    as  we.     We  are 
not  to  have  the   monopoly   of  foreseeing   and    fore- 
shadowing destinies.     Other  people  may  see  visions 
and  dream  dreams  too,  and  it  would  be  hard  that  we 
alone  should    have    the  right  of  providing   for  their 
fulfilment.     The  mere  wish  to  make  such   provision 
is  no  such  necessity  as  can  be  rightfully    introduced 
to  make  the  claim  of  continuity    valid — no  such  ne- 
cessity  as  makes  "clear  and  unquestionable  title." — 
We  have  soil  in  abundance  and  every  thing  that  can 
make  it  valuable.     We  have  peace,  happiness,  plen- 
ty, wealth,  health,  and  greatness.     There  is  nothing 
that  a  nation   could    covet   which    is   not   ours — no 
drop  in  the  cup  of  prosperity,  the    taste  of  which  is 
not  on  our  lips.     To  peril  ;ill  this  for  a  dream,  or  a 
fallacy,  or  an  itching  for  change,  would  be  lo  entille 
ourselves  lo  a  retribution,  anyextentof  which, short 
of  national  annihilation,  might,  in  reason,   be  deein- 
ed  a  mercy  beyond  our  deserls.     It  behooves   us  lo 
think  that  Ihe  best  way  of  providing   for  the    future 
is  to  have  a  wise   care   for  the  present.     Il  becomes 
us   lo  remember   that   the  thirst  for   territorial  ag- 
grandizement   has  been    the   bane  of  republics  be- 
fore us — and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  providence 


"The  father  Abd-el  Kader,  Mahhi  Eldin,  was  a 
man  of  superior  merit;  he  was  a  learneil  theologian 
and  a  clever  politician,  and  was  esteemed  a  saint  by 
the  Mussulmans.  His  family  enjoyed  singular  vene- 
ration, and  three  celebrated  Marabouts  liad  their 
birth  in  il  in  recent  limes.  It  descended  from  a  fa- 
mous personage,  Muloy  Abd-el-Kader,  wlio  lived,  il 
is  said,  in  the  early  part  ol'  tlie  lli'^ira.  The  Ma- 
hometan saint,  after  having  long  editied  the  province 
of  Oran  with  the  sight  of  sclf-inflic.ted  austerities 
withdrew  to  a  solitude  in  the  environs  of  Bairdad. — 
There  he  lived,  say  the  Arabs,  at  the  summit  of  a 
column,  standing  motionless  on  his  left  fool,  and 
taking  no  other  nourishment  than  the  few  drops  of 
ram  which  fell  at  long  intervals.  The  prophet,  adds 
Ihe  .'^rab  legend,  puts  an  end  to  this  ini''aculous  ex- 
istence by  lifting  him  up  by  the  tuft  of  hair  which, 
like  all  good  Mussulmans,  lie  wore  on  the  crown  of 
his  head,  and  opening  lo  him  Ihe  gales  of  Paradise. 
"Mahhi  Eldin,  who  was  five  limes  married,  se- 
lected as  his  successor  his  Ihird  son,  Abd-el-Kadcr  in 
remembrance  of  his  ancestor  the  Saiilon,  and  from 
his  birlh  took  care  lo  make  him  the  object  of  his 
predictions  and  prodigies. 

"From  time  immemorial,  the  guclna,  (a  group  of 
houses  or  tents),  which  serves  as  the  residence  of 
the  family  of  Abd-el-Kader,  in  the  Iribes  of  the 
Hachem  Cherages,  has  been  a  place  of  pilgrimage 
for  the  Arabs.  On  New  Year's  day  and  great  Easier 
they  carry  thither  as  a  homage,  money,  wool,  oxen, 
and  sheep.  A  local  proverb  says,  that  he  who  gives 
a  boudjo  to  the  holy  dwellings  shall  find  ten  on  his 
return.  These  pious  gifts,  in  the  course  of  time, 
formed  a  pretty  large  treasure,  which  was  increased 
by  the  care  of  Mahhi  Elain,  who  has  more  than 
once  been  useful  to  his  son. 

"The  mother  of  Abd-el-Kader,  Lilla  Zohara,  the 
only  Arab  woman  who  can  read  and  write,  has  also 
received  from  Heaven,  according  lo  popular  tradi- 
tion, special  gifts.  Much  has  been  said  of  her  beauty 
and  intelligence. 

"Alter  losing  his  father  in  1833,  Abd-el-Kader 
transferred  to  his  niolher  all  his  respect  and  tender- 
ness. She  is  for  him  an  object  of  worship.  Mahhi 
Eldin  spared  nothing  to  make  the  child  of  his  predi- 
lection fit  for  the  message  that  he  was  to  perform. 
Believing  that  he  was  destined  to  be  a  soldier  and  a 
saint,  he  fortified  by  incessant  exercise,  his  weak 
constitution,  he  made  him  an  intrepid  horseman, 
sober  and  capable  of  bearing  g^eat  fatigue,  and  ex- 
ertion in  using  Ihejlissah,  (a  long  heavy  sword),  the 
slick  and  the  musket.  Under  the  direction  of  a 
clever  master,  he  was  instructed  in  the  laws,  geog- 
raphy, arithmetic  and  astronomy.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  was  sent  to  a  celebrated  professor  at  Oran 
to  learn  politics.  Mahhi  Eldin  himself  who  had  al- 
ready performed  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  and  bore 
the  title  of  hadji,  (pilgrim)  undertook  his  religious 
education.  He  communicated  to  his  son  all  the 
science  of  a  marabout.  The  young  man  was  conti- 
nually plunged  ill  meditation  to  shun  all  the  plea- 
sures of  youth,  and  sparing  of  his  words,  for  he  never 
opened  his  mouth  except  lo  utter  a  senlence  of  the 
prophet,  with  his  eye  cast  down  with  humility.  He 
was  consequenlly  regarded  as  a  saint  even  before  he 
had  attained  lo  manhood.  H's  pale  and  pensive  face, 
like  Ihose  of  grave  monks  of  the  middle  age,  eyes  at 
once  mild,  expresive  and  penetrating;  his  attitude, 
full  of  dignity,  everything  in  him  bore  imposing  gra- 
vity which  snowed  a  superior  mind,  and  exercised 
so  much  authority  over  men  of  acliou.  He  soon  ac- 
quired over  the   Ir 

an  ascendency  as  to  inspire  alarm  in  the  Turks.    H 
father  had    resolved  lo  set  out  wilh  him  for  Mecca 


and  received  from  him  the  announcement  of  the 
brillianl  destiny  of  his  son  and  the  gifl  of  an  enchant- 
ed apple  from  Miilcy.  Abd-el-Kadcr,  left  him  lo 
return  to  Paradise.  He  added  ihal  Abd  cl-Kader, 
on  ealing  Ibis  apple,  hnil  in  a  manner  become  imbu- 
ed wilh  the  soul  of  the  holy  Muley;  that  a  crown  of 
glory  encircled  his  forehead;  that  his  voice  became 
like  Ihatof  the  Marabout;  and  that  he  was  for  the 
future  invulnerable. 

".\bl  el-Kader,  who  was  still  grave,  silent,  and 
stiiilious,  anil  constantly  engaged  in  pious  exercises, 
was  soon  surrounded  with  universal  respect.  Every 
day  Iroops  of  the  faithful  flocked  lo  his  lent,  and 
withdrew  delighted,  alter  seeing  him  meditating  over 
the  book  of  lite,  and  praying  wilh  fervor. 

"The  bey  of  Oran,  becoming  more  and  more 
alarmed,  resolved  lo  strike  a  blow;  but  the  French 
expedition  left  him  no  lime  for  it.  it  is  known  lliat 
he  decided  on  opening  the  gales  of  the  town  when 
he  commanded,  lo  the  French,  who  then  heard  for 
lh»  first  lime  of  Abd-ei-Kader.  His  father  had 
preaclieil  in  the  holy  war,  and  had  placed  himself  at 
the  head  of  Ihe  Arabs.  From  May  3  lo9,  1832,  Oran 
was  allat  ked  Willi  fury  by  the  natives,  under  their 
young  chief.  Abd-el  Kader  displayed  the  most  bril- 
liant valor.  He  had  a  horse  shot  under  him,  and 
his  bornou,  coveted  wilh  blood,  was  preserved  as  a 
relic. 

"After  this  affair,  he  was  more  then  ever  regarded 
a'^  invulnerable.  His  clecliou  as  Suilan  shuns  that 
this  expedition,  allhough  unfortunate,  had  powerful- 
ly contributed  lo  his  greatness.  It  look  place  at 
Ersebra,  in  the  plains  of  Eghris,  on  September  iiSlh, 
183'.2.  The  day  before,  the  chiefs  of  the  Hachcms, 
the  Garabas,  and  the  Bern  Hamcrs,  had  already  pro- 
nounced his  name.  He  had  refused,  however,  and 
proposed  an  inducntial  chief,  Sidi  el-Arrach.  On 
ihe  day  of  the  election  a  scene  took  place  which  was 
probably  concerted.  Sidi-el- Arrah,  declared  that 
during  the  night  Muley  Abd-el-Kader  had  appeared 
lo  him  and  designated  the  third  son  of  Mahhi  Eldin 
for  the  vole  of  the  assembly.  Mahhi  Eldin  staled 
Ihat  he  had  a  similar  vision,  and  that  his  own  dealh 
had  been  predicted.  Abd  el-Kader,  therefore,  was 
proclaimed  Sultan.  The  Arabs  are  firmly  convinced 
that  this  election  was  the  work  of  the  holy  Mara- 
bout; who,  Ihcy  say,  visits  him  daily  when  he  is 
alone  in  his  lent. 


BELGIAN   TREATY. 


Treatt  of  commerce  and    navigation    between 
THE  United  States  of  America  and  his  majestt 

THE  KING    OF  THE   BELGIANS. 

The  United  Stales  of  Amerira,  on  the  one  part, 
and  his  majesty,  the  king  of  the  Belgians  on  the 
other  part,  wishing  to  regulate  in  a  formal  inanntr 
their  reciprocal  relations  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, and  further  to  strengthen,  ihrouch  the  develop- 
ment of  their  interests  respectively,  ihe  bonds  of 
friendship  and  good  understanding  so  happily  estab- 
lished between  the  governments  and  people  of  the 
two  countries,  and  desiring  with  this  view,  to  con- 
clude  by  common  agreement,  a  treaty  establishing 
conditions  equally  advantageous  to  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  both  stales,  have,  to  that  effect,  ap- 
pointed as  llieir  plenipotentiaries,  namely,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  I  liomas  G.  Clemson, 
charge  'affairs  of  the  United  States  of  America  to 
his  majesty  Ihe  king  of  the  Belgians;  and  his  majesty 
the  king  of  the  Belgians,  M.  Ailolphe  Dechamps, 


of  the  provmce  of^Oran  such  J  ficer"o7lhe  orde7oTLeopold,"VnVght"'of  7he"o'rde'r'of 

red   eagle  of   the  first   class,  grand  cross  of  the 

order  of  Saint  Michael  of   Bavaria,  his    minister  for 


and  on  being  announced  3  000  horsemen,  nearly  all  |  („^.^-  ^gy^^  .^  member  of  the  chamber  of  rcpre- 
of  superior  birth,  offered  themselves  as  an  escort.  |  aentants-who,  after  having  commnnicaled  to  each 
"Hassan,  the  Bey  of  Oraii,  look   umbrage  at  this,  i  other   their    lull  powers,  ascertained    lo    be  in  good 


and,  having  apprised  the   Bey,  received    lull  powers 


of  God  should  interpose,  forever,   to  save  us   from  j  to   act.     He  ordered    Mahhi' Eldin    to   di>band 


the  consequences  of  the  same  wild  unbridled  lust 

W 


A  B  D-EL-K  A  DER. 


little  army,  and  proceeded  lo  Oran  with  his  son  to 
give  an  accout  of  his  conduct.  They  bad  the  courage 
to  obey. 

"On  their  arrival   they  were   thrown  into  prison 


and  their  death  appeared  certain.  Tin 


and  proper  form,  have  agreed  lo  and   concluded  the 

following  articles: 

Art.  1.  I  here  shall  be  full  and  entire  freedom  of 
commerce  and  navigation  between  Ihe  inhabitants  of 
the  two  countries;  and  the  same  security  and  protec- 
tion which  is  enjoyed   by  Ihe  citizens  or  subjects  of 


before  Ihe  bey,  and    il  appealed  that    Abd-el-Kad 
allhough  so  youiij^,  contrived  by  his  addres  and  elo 
quence  lo  disarm    the    bey  of  his  anger.     They  ob- 
tained their  pardon  on  the  condition  of  Ihcir  quittiu; 

II  j  the  couulry  lor  a  certain  period. 

n        "At  the    end  of   two  years,  .M 


re  brought  I  each  country   shall    be  guaranteed   on   both  sides 


"It  is  supposed  that  it  was  the  conquest  of  Algeria 
bj  France  that  brou,;hl  forward  Abd-el-Kader,  and 
that  he  emerged  from  obscurity  only  lo  lake  the  de 
■fence  of  the   nationality  of  the   Arabs.     This  is  ai 

error.     If  the  expedition   to    Algeirs  had    not  taken  i      "At  the    end  ol    two  y ,  .- _ 

place  we  should  certainly  have  Abd-el-Kader  un- i  son  reappeared  in  the  province  ol  Oran.  They  had 
derlaking  against  ihe  Porte  the  work  of  ambition;  ]  in  the  meantime,  visited  at  Mtuoa  the  lomb  of  II 
that  he    has  altempled    against    the  domination    of   prophel,  and  in  Ihe  envirois  of  Bagdad  tlie  six  m 

France.     For  a  long    lime  past  he    was  predestined    rabouts   who   reminded    puatenly    ol    the  virtues  of  I  of  the  two  states,  shall  be  com  mow  lo  those  of  the 
Id  the   minds  of   the  natives    lo   become   their  chief  I  Muley  Abd-el  Kader.  ]l  was  here  thai  Mahhi  Eldin  i  other. 

during    war,  and    their  master    and  sovereign   after  !  pretended  lo  have  had  a  miraculous  vision    in  which  1      Art.  II.   Belgian  vessels,  whether  coming  from  a 
having  cast   off  the   Turkish  yoke.      He    had    been  '  the  vocation  of  liis  son  was  revealed  to  him.  Belgian   or  foreign  port,  shall  iiol  pay,  either  on  en- 

prepared  for    this  adventurous  and  brilliant  pan  by  j      "He  related  thai  one   iiiornmg,  afiera  night  con-    tering  or  leaving  Ihe  porlsof  the  United  States,  whal- 
bis  father,  by  his  family,  and  by  all  Ihe  acts  of  his    sccialed  lo  prayer,  he  saw  Aluley  Abd-el-Kader  de-    ever  may  be  iheir  deslinalion,  any   other  or   higher 

I  sceud  from  heaven,  suiroimdcd  with  light  and  gloiy  I  duties  of  tonnage,  pilotage,  anchorage,  buojj,  lighl- 


The  said  inhaliitanls.  whether  e'-lablished  or  tempo- 
rarily residing  within  any  ports,  cities  or  places 
whatever,  of  the  two  countries,  shall  not  on  accoiinl 
of  Iheir  commerce  or  industry,  pay  any  other  or 
higher  duties,  taxes,  or  imposts,  than  those  which 
Eldin  and  his  1  shall  be  levied  on  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  country 
in  which  they  may  he;  and  the  privileges,  immuni- 
ties, and  other  favors,  wilh  regard  lo  commerce  or 
industry,  enjoyed  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  one 


life. 
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houses,  clearance,  brokerage,  or  generally  otlier 
charges  wliatsnever,  than  are  required  from  vessels 
of  the  United  Slates  in  similar  cases.  This  provi 
sion  extends  not  only  to  duties  levied  for  the  benefit 
of  the  state  but  also  to  those  levied  for  the  benefit 
of  provinces,  cities,  countries,  districts,  to  wnships, 
corporations,  or  any  other  divisions  or  jurisdictions, 
whatever  be  its  designation. 

AnT.  111.  Reciprocally,  vessels  of  the  U.  Slates, 
whether  coining  from  a  port  of  said  stales  or  from  a 
foreign  port,  shall  not  pay,  either  on  entering  or 
leaving  the  ports  of  Belgium,  whatever  may  be  their 
destination,  any  other  or  higher  duties  of  tonnage, 
pilotage,  anchorage,  buoys,  lighthouses,  clearance, 
brokeiage,  or  generally,  other  charges  whatever, 
than  are  required  from  Belgium  vessels  in  similar 
cases.  This  provision  extends  not  only  to  duties 
levied  for  the  benefit  of  the  state,  but  also  to  those 
levied  for  the  benefit  of  provinces,  cities,  countries, 
districts,  townships,  corporations,  or  any  other  divi- 
sion or  jurisdiction,  whatever  be  its  designation. 

Art.  IV.  The  restitution  by  Belgium  of  the  duty 
levied  by  the  government  of  the  Netherlands,  on  the 
navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  in  virtue  of  the  third  pa- 
ragraph of  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  April 
nineteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  nine,  is 
guaranteed  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  V.  Steam  vessels  of  the  United  Slates  and 
of  Belgium,  engaged  in  regular  navigation  between 
the  United  States  and  Belgium,  shall  be  exempt  in 
both  countries  Ironi  the  payment  of  duties  of  tonnage, 
anchorage,  buoys  and  light  bouses. 

Art.  VI.  As  regards  the  coasting  trade  between 
the  ports  of  either  country,  the  vessels  of  the  two 
nations  shall  be  treated,  on  both  sides,  on  the  same 
fooling  with  the  vessels  of  the  most  favored  nations. 

Art.  VII.  Articles  of  every  descriplion,  whellier 
proceeding  from  the  soil  industry,  or  warehouses  of 
Belgium,  directly  imported  therefrom  into  the  ports 
of  the  United  Stales  iii  Belgian  vessels,  shall  pay  no 
other  or  higher  duties  of  import  than  if  they  were 
imported  under  the  flag  of  said  states. 

And,  reciprocally,  articles  of  every  description 
directly  iniporied  into  Belgium  from  the  U.  Slates, 
under  the  Hag  of  the  said  states,  shall  pay  no  other 
or  higher  duties  than  if  they  were  imported  under 
the  Belgian  flag. 

It  is  well  understood: 

1.  That  the  goods  shall  have  been  really  put  on 
board  in  the  ports  from  which  they  were  declared 
respectively  to  C"me. 

2.  That  a  pulling  in  at  an  intermediate  port,  pro- 
duced by  uncontrollable  circumstances  duly  proved, 
does  not  occasion  the  forfeiture  of  the  advantage  al- 
lowed to  direct  importation. 

Art.  VIU.  Articles  of  every  description  imported 
into  the  United  Slates  from  other  countries  than 
Belgium,  under  the  Belgian  flag,  shall  pay  no  other 
or  higher  duties  whatsoever  than  if  they  had  been 
imported  under  the  flag  of  the  most  favored  foreign 
nation,  other  than  the  flag  of  the  country  from  which 
the  importation  is  made. 

And,  reciprocally,  articles  of  every  description 
imported  under  the  flag  of  the  United  Slates  into 
Belgium  from  other  countries  than  the  United  States, 
shall  pay  no  other  or  higher  duties  whatsoever  than 
if  they  had  been  imported  under  the  flag  of  the  fo- 
reign nntion  most  1;  vor»d,  other  than  th.il  of  the 
country  from  which  the  iinptntation  is  made. 

Art  IX.  Articles  of  every  description  exported 
by  Belgian  vessels  or  by  those  of  the  United  Slates  ol 
America,  from  the  ports  of  either  country  to  any 
country  whatsoever,  shall  be  s'.ibjected  to  no  other 
duties  or  formalites  than  such  as  are  required  lor 
cxporlatioM  under  the  flag  of  the  country  where  the 
shipment  is  made.  ,      ,  ..        , 

Art.  X.  All  premiums,  drawbacks,  or  other  fa- 
vors of  like  nature  which  may  be  allowed  in  the 
Slates  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties  upon  goods 
iroporled  or  exported  in  national  vessels,  shall  l)c 
likew  ise  and  in  the  same  manner  allowed  upon  goods 
imported  direclly  from  one  of  the  two  countries  by 
its  vessels  into  ihe  other,  or  exported  Irom  one  ol 
the  two  countries  by  the  vessels  of  the  other  to  any 
dcstinalion  whatsoever. 

Art.  XI.  The  preceding  article  is,  however,  not 
to  apply  to  the  imporlation  of  salt  and  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  national  fisheries;  tach  of  the  two  parlies 
reserving  to  itself  the  faculty  of  granting  special 
privilcgen  for  the  importation  of  those  articles  under 
Its  own  llig. 

Art.  Xll.  The  hi^h  contracting  parties  ngreo  to 
consider  and  to  treat  as  Belgian  vessels,  and  as  vcs 
sols  otthe  United  Slates,  all  those  which,  being  pro- 
Tided  by  the  competent  authority  with  a  passport, 
sea  letter,  or  any  other  sulGi  icnt  document,  shall  be 
recognised  eonformuhly  with  existing  laws  as  na- 
tional vessels  in  the  country  to  which  Ihej  respec- 
tively bching.  r  .,     ,, 

ARr.  .xni.  Belgian   vessels  and  thosi  of  the  U. 


States  may,  conformably  with  the  lav/s  of  the  two 
countries,  retain  on  board,  in  the  ports  of  both,  siich 
parts  of  their  cargo  as  may  be  destined  for  a  foreign 
country;  and  such  parts  shall  not  be  subjected,  either 
while  they  remain  on  board,  or  upon  re-exportation, 
to  any  charges  whatsoever  other  then  those  for  the 
prevention  of  smuggling. 

Art.  XIV.  During  the  period  allowed  by  the  laws 
of  the  two  countries  respectively  for  the  warehousing 
of  goods,  no  duties  other  than  those  of  watch  and 
storage,  shall  be  levied  upon  articles  brought  from 
either  country  inlo  the  other  while  awaiting  transit, 
re-exportation  or  entry  for  consumption. 

Such  goods  shall  in  no  case  be  subject  to  higher 
warehouse  charges  or  the  other  formalities  than  if 
they  had  been  imported  under  the  flag  of  the  country. 

Art.  XV.  In  all  Ihat  relates  to  duties  of  customs 
and  navigation,  the  two  high  contracting  parties  pro- 
mise reciprocally  not  to  grant  any  favor,  privilege, 
or  immunity  to  any  other  state  which  shall  not  in 
stanlly  become  common  to  the  citizens  and  subjects 
of  both  parties  respectively;  gratuitously,  if  the  con- 
cession or  favor  to  such  other  state  is  gratuitous, 
and  on  allowing  the  same  compensation  or  its  equi-  | 
valent,  if  the  concession  is  conditional. 

Neither  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  lay  upon 
goods  proceeding  from  the  soil  or  the  industry  of  the 
other  parly,  which  may  be  imported  into  its  ports, 
any  other  or  higher  duties  of  importation  or  re-ex- 
portation than  are  laid  upon  the  importation  or  re- 
exportation of  similar  goods  coming  from  any  other 
foreign  country. 

Art.  XVI.  In  cases  of  shipwreck,  damages  at  sea, 
or  forced  putting  in,  each  parly  shall  afl'ord  to  the 
vessels  of  the  other,  whether  belonging  to  the  slate 
or  individuals,  tlie  same  assistance  and  protection 
and  the  same  immunities  which  would  have  been 
granted  to  its  own  vessels  in  similar  cases. 

Art.  XVII.  It  is  moreover  agreed  between  the 
two  conlracting  parties,  that  the  consuls  and  (vice 
consuls  of  the  United  States  in  the  ports  of  Belgium, 
and  reciprocally,  the  consuls  and  vice  consuls  of 
Belgium  in  the  ports  of  the  United  Slates,  shall  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  all  the  privileges,  groteclion,  and  as- 
sistance usually  granted  to  iSem,  and  which  may  be 
necessary  for  Ihe  proper  discharge  of  their  functions. 
The  said  consuls  and  vice  consuls  may  cause  to  be 
arrested  and  sent  back,  either  to  their  vessels  or  to 
their  country,  such  seamen  as  may  have  deserted 
from  the  vessels  of  their  nation.  To  this  end  they 
shall  apply  in  writing  to  the  competent  local  autho- 
rities, and  they  shall  prove,  by  exhibition  of  the  ves- 
sel's crewlist  or  other  document,  or,  if  she  have  de- 
parted, by  copy  of  sai'l  documents,  duly  certified  by 
Ihera,  that  the  seamen  whom  they  claimed  formed 
part  of  the  said  crew.  Upon  such  demand,  thus 
supported,  the  delivery  of  the  deserters  shall  not  be 
refused.  They  shall,  moreover,  receive  all  aid  and 
assistance  in  searching  for,  seizing,  and  arresting 
such  deserters;  »vho  shall,  upon  the  requisition  and  at 
I  the  expense  of  the  consul  or  vice  consul,  be  confined 
and  kept  in  the  prisons  of  the  country  until  he  shall 
I  have  found  an  opportunity  for  sending  them  home. 
:  If,  however,  such  an  opportunity  sliould  not  occur 
i  within  three  months  alter  the  arrest,  the  deserters 
shall  be  set  at  liberty,  and  shall  not  again  be  arrested 
!  lor  the  same  cause.  It  is,  however,  understood  that 
seamen  of  the  country  in  which  the  desertion  shall 
occur  are  excepted  from  Ihese  provisions,  unless 
they  be  naturalized  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  other 
country. 

Art.  XVIU.  Articles  of  all  kinds,  the  transit  of 
which  is  allowed  in  Belgium,  coming  from  or  going 
to  the  United  Stales  shall  be  exempt  from  all  transit 
duty  in  Belgium,  when  the  transportation  through 
Belgian  lerrilorv  is  effected  on  the  railroads  ol  the 
state. 

Art.  XIX.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  in  force 
during  ten  years  Irom  the  date  of  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications,  and  until  the  expiration  of  twelve 
months  after  either  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
shall  have  announced  to  the  other  its  intention  to  ter- 
miiiole  the  operation  thereof;  each  party  reserving  to 
itself  the  right  of  making  such  declaration  to  the 
othural  the  end  of  the  i en  ycais  above  mentioned;  and 
it  is  agreed  that,  after  the  expiration  of  the  twelve 
months  of  prolongation  accorded  on  both  sides,  this 
treaty  and  all  its  stipulations  shall  cease  to  be  in 
force. 

Art.  XX.  This  treaty  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ra- 
tifications shall  be  exi  hanged  at  Washington  within 
the  term  of  six  months  alter  its  date  or  sooner  if  pos 
sible;  and  the  treaty  shall  be  put  in  execution  within 
the  term  of  twelve  months. 

In  faith  whereof,  the   respective   plenipotentiaries 
have  signed  the  present  treaty  in  duplicate;  and  have 
aliixed  thereto  their  seals.    Brussels  the  tenth  of  No- 
vember, one  thousand  eight    hundred  and    forty-five. 
■rilOM  G.  CLEMSON,  [i..  s.] 
A.  DECHAMTS,  [L.  •] 


NAVAL    MAGNANIMITY. 

REMINISCENCE    OF    AN    OLD    SMLOR. 

From  the  Jin^lo  American. 
In  March,  1795,  I  was  appointed  fifth  mate  of  the 
company's  ship   Kent,  captain  Saltwell,   bound   to 
Madras  and  Calcutta. 

Soon  after  I  joined  this  ship.  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  witnessing  the  abominations  of  the  naval  impress 
system,  which  then  prevailed  and  continued,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  till  the  end  of  the  late  war 
with  France;  but  which  I  trust  will  never  be  renewed, 
as,  even  in  cases  of  the  greatest  emergency,  such  as 
actual  invasion,  forcible  impressment,  woild,  in  my 
opinion  be  unnecessary. 

A  deputation  waited  on  the  commanding  officer, 
and  having  apprised  him  of  the  resolution  they  had 
come  to,  requested  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  let 
them  have  the  koy  of  the  arm  chest,  in  order  that 
they  might  make  use  of  the  arras  in  their  own  de- 
fence, in  the  event  of  any  atlempt  being  made  to 
drag  them  out  of  the  ship.  The  oflicer  of  course 
declined  acceding  to  their  request,  when  he  was  re- 
spectfully informed  that  they  had  no  alternative  but 
to  break  open  the  chest,  but  with  utmost  reluctance 
on  their  part.  The  chest  was  accordingly  broken 
open,  the  arms  taken  out,  and  ammunition  procured 
from  the  magazine,  which  together  with  the  mus- 
kets boarding-pikes,  &c  were  taken  down  into  the 
main  hold,  where  a  sort  of  chevavx  defiise  was  con- 
structed around  the  main  hatcli  way,  with  the  board- 
ing-pikes and  muskets  pointing  upwards.  The  fore 
and  alt  hatches  were  laid  on  and  secured;  a  fire  vi'as 
lighted  on  Ihe  ballast,  and  the  cooking  utensels,  chests, 
hammocks.  Etc.  were  taken  below;  and  there  being 
an  abundance  of  water,  wood,  and  provisions,  in  the 
hold,  they  considered  themselves  sufficiently  prepar- 
ed for  a  seige. 

Scarcely  had  these  precautionary  measures  been 
completed,  when  a  boat  from  the  frigate  was  ob- 
served to  be  approaching  the  Kent.  Instantly  all  the 
hands,  with  the  exception  ol  the  cfiicers,  darted  inlo 
the  hold.  The  bi'at  was  rowed  alongside,  a  lieut- 
enant made  his  appearance  on  deck,  when  address- 
ing himself  to  the  commanding  officer,  he  said,  "I 
come.  Sir,  from  his  majesty's  frigate,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mustering  your  ship's  company;  will  you  be 
so  good,  therefore,  to  give  the  necessary  directions  for 
that  purpose?"  The  commanding  officer,  aware  of  the 
object  of  his  visit,  replied  by  informing  him  of  what 
had  taken  place,  adding  that  he  had  in  consequence 
no  control  over  his  men;  but  he  entreated  him,  be- 
fore he  proceeded  to  extremilies,  to  cast  his  eye  into 
the  main  hold,  and  judge  for  himself  whether  it 
would  be  prudent  in  him,  with  only  his  boat's  crew, 
to  force  his  way  among  such  a  number  of  men,  so 
well  prepared  for  resistance,  and  so  determined,  as 
they  appeared  to  be,  nol  to  be  taken  out  of  the  ship 
by  force.  The  lieutenant  accordingly  did  cast  his 
eye  inlo  the  hold,  shook  his  head  significantly,  bowed 
to  the  commanding  officer,  dropped  inlo  his  boat, 
and  returned  to  the  faigate. 

Within  less  than  an  hour  from  th»  lieutenant's  de- 
parture, the  frigate  was  seen  to  be  ier  weigh,  and 
steering  towards  the  Kent,  abreast  •  ■  '/hich  she  an- 
chored within  pistol  shot.  T^,e  ca,  .  ailed,  and 
asked  if  the  ship's  company  were  w..iuii,  .o  submit 
to  their  being  mustered  by  an  officer  from  his  ship. 
He  was  answered  by  a  deputy  from  the  hold  with 
the  simple  negative  "No,  Sir."  Upon  which  the 
captain  was  observed  to  take  out  his  walch,  and,  in 
an  audible  voice,  he  said,  "I  will  give  you  ten  mi- 
n'ltes  to  consider  of  it,  and  if,  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  you  will  not  consent  to  be  mustered,  I 
will  sink  you."  To  which  the  deputy  replied,  "You 
will  do  as  you  will  think  proper.  Sir;  but  wo  have 
already  made  up  our  minds  on  the  subject."  The 
ten  minutes  elapsed,  but  not  a  slot  was  fired,  and  no 
furlher.steps  were  taken;  but  a  few  days  afterwards 
an  order  was  said  to  have  been  received  from  the 
admiralty  forall  the  men  who  had  been  pressed  by  the 
frigate  from  the  several  ships  engaged  to  cairy  troops 
to  the  Cape,  to  be  restored  to  their  respective  ships 
forthwith;  and  it  was  also  reported  that  the  order 
was  accompanied  by  a  severe  reprimand  to  the  cap- 
tain for  his  conduct.. 

Not  long  afler  this  disagreeable  affair,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  Porlsmouih  where  we  remained  a  consi- 
derable lime  waiting  for  the  troops  and  for  convoy. 
There  was  at  this  time  a  large  fleet  of  uien-ol-war 
assembled  at  Spithead,  consistiog  of  about  thirty 
sail  of  the  line,  besides  frigates  and  smaller  vessels. 
It  was  a  most  inleresting  sight;  and  whenever  I  had 
nothin"  else  to  do.  1  amused  myself  with  my  glass 
in  scrulinizing  the  several  ships  of  which  this  iiohle 
fleet  was  composed.  Whilst  thus  eiv^nged  one  fine 
day  about  noon,  1  observed  a  volume  ol   flame  rush- 
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ing  from  the  quarter  gallery  and  stern  of  a  three 
decker,  ii  ••»  .s  an  awi'iil -■•rhl.  tJ  !  .vatched  its 
progress  wiii^  I'.ense  ititeitst.  I  [>■;,,.  >il  the  flame 
rnpidly  advnn  :  %  from  the  stern  toinard,  spreading 
throughout  the  ihip,  nscending  the  masts,  and  ru'.h- 
ing  out  of  every  port.  I  saw  masts  and  yards  falling 
one  after  the  other,  until  scarcely  any  part  remain- 
ed standing  hesides  the  bare  hull.  The  guns — most 
of  which  were  shotted  and  could  not  he  unloaded — 
discharged  themselves  successively  as  the  flames  ap- 
proached, thus  adding  to  the  sublime  effect  of  this 
awful  spectacle.  Several  of  the  shot  reached  the 
Motherbank,  striking  one  of  the  ships  and  killing  one 
of  her  crew,  whilst  others  struck  ships  at  Spithead, 
and  more  lives  were  lost.  The  sea  around  the  ship 
was  covered  with  boats,  aiding  in  the  preservation 
of  her  crew  as  they  jumped  overboard;  such  being 
the  rapidity  of  the  flames,  that  every  efJ'ort  to  check 
them  proved  fruitless,  notwithstanding  fire  engines 
from  every  manof-war  at  Spithead  and  from  the 
dockyards  were  playing  on  her  at  once. 

At  length  1  observed  the  guard  ship,  the  old  Royal 
William,  which  was  moored  in  her  wake,  to  be  un- 
der weigh,  (for  the  first  time  as  It  was  said,  within 
twenty  years),  evidently  in  order  to  remove  to  a 
place  of  safety,  lest  the  wreck  should  drift  on  board 
of  her — a  timely  precaution,  as,  on  the  flames  reach- 
ing the  hawse-holes,  and  rushing  along  the  cables, 
she  parted,  and  drifted  over  the  very  spot  where  the 
old  Royal  William  had  been  moored,  from  whence 
she  continued  to  drift,  until  she  struck  the  ground 
and  blew  up.  She  proved  to  be  the  Boyne,  of  ninety 
guns,  one  of  the  finest  ships  in  the  British  navy. 

There  were  in  all  about  1,200  people  on  board 
when  the  hre  coininenced,  including  a  considerable 
number  of  women  and  children.  Of  the  men  about 
200  hundred  perished,  but  the  rest  escaped,  among 
them  was  said  to  have  been  an  oflicer  of  marines, 
who,  in  the  eerly  stage  of  the  hre,  availed  himself  of 
the  confusion  on  board  to  gouli'wilh  only  two  others, 
in  one  of  the  ship's  boats  that  might  have  held  twen- 
ty times  the  number.  A  sinking  contrast  to  this 
cowardly  proceeding  was  the  conduct  of  one  little 
band  of  heroes,  which  was  too  praiseworthy  to  be 
passed  over  unnoticed,  and  which  1  shall  therefore 
describe  as  1  heard  it,  about  four  years  afterwards, 
from  the  lips  of  captain  \Vinthrop,of  the  Latona  fri- 
gate, who,  at  the  time  referred  to,  was  first  lieuten- 
ant, and  in  command  of  the  Boyne  during  the  ab- 
sence of  the  captain  on  shore. 

This  gallant  oflicer  was  dining  on  board  tlie  old 
Aslrea  frigate  in  the  north  seas,  in  which  ship  I  was 
then  an  acting  lieutenant,  and,  at  the  request  of  capt. 
Richard  Dacres,  he  gave  the  following  account  of 
his  miraculous  escape. 

He  stated  ihat,  as  the  flames  advanced  from  the 
stern,  in  despite  of  every  effort  to  extinguish  Ihein, 
he  was  of  course  driven  forward  until  he  reached 
the  forecastle,  where  he  found  himself  surrounded 
by  about  a  dozen  of  the  Boyne's  best  men,  who  were 
evidently  all  that  remained  alive  on  board.  They 
entreated  him  to  jump  overboard  instantly,  as  the 
only  chance  of  saving  his  ov/n  life  or  theirs,  they 
having  resolved,  as  they  said,  not  to  quit  the  ship  as 
long  as  he  remained  on  board.  "If  that  be  the  case, 
my  good  lads,"  was  his  reply,  "1  fear  we  shall  all 
be  burned  together,  as  1  am  equally  resolved  with 
yourselves  to  be  the  last  man  to  quit  her.  So,  he 
continued,  "If  you  wish  to  give  me  a  chance  for  my 
life,  you  will  first  take  care  of  your  own,  when,  you 
may  rely  on  it,  1  shall  net  be  long  in  following  your 
example."  "If  that  be  so,"  was  the  exclamation, 
"here  goes!"  and  away  they  went  headlong  into  the 
sea.  The  lieutenant  kept  his  word;  overboard  be 
followed  them;  and  being  a  good  swimmer,  and 
aware  of  the  necessity  of  getting  ahead  of  the  ship  in 
order  to  avoid  the  fl.imes  which  were  rushing  out  of 
the  ports  most  terr.fically,  he  pushed  out  manfully. 
But  It  was  labor  in  vain,  as  the  wind  and  tide  were 
so  strong  against  him,  that,  through  shear  exhaus- 
tion he  gave  up  the  attempt  by  throwing  himself  on 
bis  back  and  trusting  to  ttie  mercy  of  Providence  for 
his  safety.  "1  believe,"  continued  captain  Winthrop, 
"that  from  thai  moment  1  fell  into  a  sort  of  torpor, 
from  which  1  was  aroused  by  a  dreadful  sensation  of 
heat,  and  •n.::  0|HhiMg  my  eyes,  I  discovered  the 
flames  to  he  ;  ing  through  the  purl  holes  immediate- 
ly over  my  bo.:;- ;  but  owing  to  my  being  close  to  the 
ship's  side,  I  e=^  iped  without  being  actually  scorched. 
The  wind  and  tide  which  had  so  quickly  brought  me 
back  inlolhis  position,  as  quickly  look  me  past  the 
ship,  just  as  the  last  Doal  had  pushed  off  from  her 
stern,  so  full  of  people  as  to  be  in  imminent  danger 
of  sinking.  The  bow  man,  whom  I  recognised  as  one 
of  my  twelve  friends  on  the  forecastle,  was  standing 
up  with  the  boat  hook  in  his  hand,  when  he  sudden- 
ly exclaimed,  'D — n  my  eyes,  if  that  isn't  our  first 
lieutenant  coming  along!'  'For  God's  sake,'  was  the 
reply,  "don't  attempt  to  take  in  any  more  or  we  shall 


all  sink  together,' 'Well,' said  the  intrepid  bowman, 

addressih:'  'i-n-i'ir  '.•  li.c  rnvei-.  'u  h,  thi-.r  you  sink 
or  swim,  all  i  huvn  to  sav  is,  ths  lirsi  man  v.  im  at- 
tempts to  pull  the  boat's  head  inmiii  before  1  h;.  e 
caught  hold  of  the  lieutenant,  1  will  stick  this  boat 
hook  into  his  eye."  11  accordingly  watched  his  op- 
portunity and  did  calch  hold  of  me,  pulled  me  into 
the  boat,  and,  fortunately,  without  sinking  her. 


TEXAS  AND  THE  ANCIENT  PROVINCE  OF 
LOUISIANA. 


To  the  editor  af  the  J^.  0.  Commercial  Bulletin: 

Though  the  subjects  of  intense  interest  and  of 
protracted  controversy,  Texas  and  Oregon  remain 
indefinite  terms — fairy  lands,  over  which  intense 
darkness  and  glaring  lights  alternate — to  those  who 
have  lived  long  enough,  and  been  sufficiently  atten- 
tive to  the  progress  westwardly  of  Anglo-Saxon  po- 
pulation during  the  last  sixty  years,  the  terms  Texas, 
Oregon,  and  California  will  sound  as  mere  echoes  to 
Georgia,  Ohio,  Maumee,  Kentucky,  Iowa,  Louisi- 
ana, Missouri,  etc.  Since  the  first  English  foot  was 
set  on  the  shores  of  James  river,  1607,  a  land  of  al- 
luring promise  has  appeared  towards  the  setting  sun, 
to  the  adventurous  race  of  civilized  men  who  have 
been  far  more  than  two  centuries  superceding  the 
savage  on  North  America.  In  fact,  to  recede  into 
the  century  preceding  Anglo-Saxon  colonization  on 
North  America,  we  are  enabled  to  discover  that 
the  spirit  which  has  borne  and  bears  their  posterity 
westward  over  the  continent,  is  the  same  which 
brought  the  original  emigrants  over  the  Atlantic. 

To  paraphrase  a  Spanish  proverb,  we  may  say 
"itfAni  must  be  will  6e."  If  the  effects  were  not  too 
serious  to  be  made  subject  of  jest,  we  might  smile 
at  the  interminable  abstractions  which  fill  the  col- 
umns of  our  prints,  and  tax  the  patience  of  audi- 
ences and  lungs  of  spcLikers.  Rivers  do  not  more 
naturally  and  surely  flow  from  mountain  vales  to  the 
ocean,  than  do  our  surplus  population  move  west- 
ward, and  have,  under  all  other  circumstances  thus 
moved  in  that  direction,  with  accelerated  force  and 
velocity  for  upuaids  of  two  centuries.  Amongst 
the  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  who  have  been 
carried  along  the  stream,  the  mysterious  current 
from  the  Atlantic  holder  into  the  savage  interior, 
sixty  four  years  since,  the  writer  of  this  address  .vas 
one.  Then  the  upper  Ohio  was  Ihe  ne  plus  ultra. — 
Before  me  lies  a  document  in  a  singular  manner  il- 
lustrative of  the  march  of  man  on  North  America. 
It  is  a  map,  with  the  following  title, date,  and  dedi- 
cation. 

KORTH    AMERICA, 

corrected  from  the  observations 

communicated  to  the  Royal  Society  at  London, 

and  the  Roval  Academy,  at  Paris: 

By  John  Senex,  F.  R.  S. 

1710. 

To  the  Hon.  Anthony  Hammond,  Esq. 
One  of  the  commissioners  of  Her  JMajesty^s  navy, 
this  map  is  humbly  preseiited  by  his  obliged  servant. 
This  map,  if  we  refer  to  the  date  of  its  formation, 
msy  be  regarded  as  in  a  high  degree  correct.  The 
general  outlines  of  the  Atlantic  coast  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Orinoco  river  to  Hudson's  straits,  with 
intermediate  great  features  are  laid  down  with  an 
accuracy  highly  creditable  to  the  author.  A  similar 
character  is  due  to  it  on  the  Pacific  side;  commenc- 
ing with  the  Bay  of  Panama,  and  stretching  to  the 
head  of  the  sea  of  California,  and  mouths  of  the 
Gila  river  and  that  of  Rio  del  Tison,  (Colorado,)  of 
modern  maps.  In  regard  to  historical  geography, 
this  map  is  now  _of  great  interest.  Immediately 
after  the  discovery  of  America  by  Columbus  in 
1492,  a  flame  of  awakened  curiosity  swept  over 
western  Europe,  and  in  England  excited  a  determi- 
nation to  enter  into  the  rivalry  of  discovery  with 
Portugal  and  Spain.  Henry  V'li.,of  England,  sent 
out  the  Cabots,  who  became  Ihe  discoverers  and  par- 
tial explorers  of  that  part  of  the  North  American 
Atlantic  coast,  now  the  northeastern  pari  of  the 
United  Slates,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  the 
moulh  of  at.  Lawrence  river,  and  Island  of  .New- 
foundland. The  latter  name  was  given  and  adopt- 
ed by  the  English  nation  as  a  general  term  for  the 
whole  newly  discovered  coast. 

A  Spanish  naval  commnnder,  Juan  Ponce  de  Le- 
on, reached  the  North  American  coast  in  1512, 
somewhere  near  where  San  Augustine  now  stands, 
and  gave  to  his  discovered  land  the  name  of  Florida. 
The  two  names  became  general,  FLomui  on  the 
Spanish  maps,  and  Newfoundland  on  ihose  of 
England,  and  so  continued  to  1585,  when  Queen 
Elizabeth  granted  a  charier  lo  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
and  bis  associates,  for  colonization  on  North  Ameri- 


ca, in  which   Virginia   was  bestowed  as  a  general 

pnmc  for  the  countries  ombraced  L>  the  charter 

'1  :.k  nov,  name  Virginia,  was  popular,  and  ;;radna!Iy 
the  uiigiiidl  iijine  riewiuundlaud  was  confined  to, 
and  perpetuated  to  our  times  to  designate  the  island 
outside  of  the  Gulf  of  Si.  Lawrence. 

As  English  coKiniziition  advanced,  the  name  of 
Ntvv  England,  though  never  adopted  by  any  public 
aulhoiiiy,  prevailed  fur  the  Atlantic  coast  colonized 
by  that  nation,  and  superceded  that  of  Virginia  as  a 
general  term,  hut  the  latter  «  as  perpetuated  m  the 
colony,  afterwards  slate. 

The  Spanish  term  Florida  was  respected  by  the 
English.  On  the  map  before  me  of  Senex,  the  Eng- 
lish colonial  territory,  colored  strongly  in  pink, com- 
mences southwardly  at  north  latitude  30^^,  and  by  a 
bay  named  St.  Mathco,  and  thence  embracing  all  the 
Atlantic  coast  lo  the  Straits  of  Bell  I.,  as  there  named, 
embracing,  of  course,  the  Island  of  New!'oundland. 
Inland,  getting  out  from  the  southern  extreme,  the 
English  colonial  territory  is  represented  as  a  narrow 
strip,  bounded  by  mountains,  in  the  interior,  and  in 
noplace  three  hundred  miles  wide  from  the  Atlantic 
ocean.  The  colonies  named  are  Carolina,  from  the 
Roanoke  river,  southward;  Virginia,  iMaryland,  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  New  York,  and  New  England. 
The  latter  term  embracing  all  from  New  York  lo  the 
river  Kennebec. 

Florida,  colored  in  pale  yellow,  sweeps  over  the 
peninsula,  now  retaining  the  name,  and  inland  in  the 
rear  of  the  English  colonies,  as  high  as  north  lati- 
tude 39°,  embracing  what  is  now  Tennessee,  most  of 
Kentucky,  crossing  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio,  about 
fifty  miles  above  their  junction  and  continuing  thenco 
westward  about  eight  hundred  miles  to  the  meridiaa 
of  102°  W.  of  London;  llience  southwardly,  to  the 
head  of  a  river  answering  by  its  position  lo  Ihe  Puer- 
00,  and  thence  by  that  stream  and  the  Ilio  Grande 
del  Norte,  to  its  influx  in  the  Gulf  o(  .Mexico,  and 
thence  along  the  shores  of  that  peninsula  to  the 
place  of  beginning,  on  the  extreme  southern  part  of 
Ihc  English  colonies.  Thus  bounded,  Florida  had 
New  Mexico  west.  Old  Mexico,  or  Rio  Grande, 
southwest,  lo  Gulf  of  Mexico  south,  the  Atlantic 
ocean  southeast,  and  English  colonies,  or  Ihe  Appa- 
lachian mountains  east,  and  Canada,  or  New  France, 
to  the  north,  and  embraced  in  area  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  square  miles,  between  lati- 
tudes 25  and  38°  north. 

New  Mexico,  colored  by  green,  is  represented  as 
extending  westward  of  Florida  to  Ihe  Gulf  of  Cali- 
fornia; and  Old  Mexico,  or  New  Spam,  is  colored 
deep  pink,  Ihence  from  New  Mexico  and  Rio  Grande, 
or  Florida,  to  the  Gulf  of  Panama. 

The  character  of  Senex's  map  is  supported  by  the 
auspices  under  which  it  was  published,  English  and 
French.  The  political  divisions  were  such  as  were 
then  aekiiowledged  by  the  nations  who  claimed  the 
parls.  The  accuracy  of  the  map  is  she.vn  by  the  de- 
lineations. It  is  true,  thai  great  rectifications  have 
since  been  made,  but  the  courses  of  the  rivers,  and 
the  contours  and  lat.  and  long,  of  the  various  points  on 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  and  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
prove  Ihat  a  very  extensive  general  knowledge  guid- 
ed their  delineation.  From  the  fact  of  us  having 
become  a  prominent  object  of  immediate  interest, 
we  may  take  a  more  particular  notice  of  the  Rio 
Grande. 

This  river  is  represented  as  deriving  its  extreme 
source,  in  a  mountainous  region,  at  N.  lat.  37°  30', 
and  long.  lOG  W.  of  London.  Its  course  thence  is 
southwaidly  to  near  N.  lat.  30°  where  a  large  curve 
sweeps  round  to  the  eastward,  and  thciice  the  river 
assumes  a  southeastern  cour^e  to  its  elllux  into  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  at  N.  lat.  26°.  Indeed,  the  whole 
course  of  this  river  and  those  in  all  the  adjacent  re- 
gions, if  laid  down,  appear  to  correspond  so  well 
with  the  most  recent  observations  as  to  prove,  that 
previous  to  1710,  these  countries  had  been  explored 
by  men  of  no  mean  talents  as  observers.  The  lati- 
tudes appear  generally  correct,  and  Ihe  longitudes 
rather  too  far  eastward,  accord  amongsL  themselves. 

The  sources  of  the  Rio  Grande,  as  laid  down  by 
Senex,  as  .''ar  as  regards  latitude,  longitude,  and  ad- 
jacent objects  accord  much  belter  with  Capt.  Fre- 
mont's report,  than  they  do  with  any  other  authority 
;  have  consulted.  If  Senex  and  Fremont  are  cor- 
rect, and  they  agree  in  every  general  respect,  the 
sources  of  the  Arkansas  and  Colorado  fluw  from  the 
mountainous  region  from  whence,  in  most  maps, 
those  of  Rio  Grande  are  derived.  On  Senex's  map, 
with  mountains  intervening,  and  about  lat.  36°  N.,  a 
river  is  laid  down,  called  St.  Francisco,  and  with 
sources  to  northwest  of  Ihose  of. Rio  Grande,  course 
ea-.lward  upwards  of  two  hundred  miles,  and  com- 
pletely overheading  the  Rio  Grande.  The  St.  Fran- 
cisco of  Senex  is  no  doubt  the  extreme  source  of 
the  Arkansas. 

The  must  remarkable  features  represented  on  this 
map  i«  an  inland  sea  or  very  extensive  lakt,  answer- 
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ing  in  position  to  that  of  Capt.  Fremont.  On  Senex's 
map  this  lake  is  laid  down  between  lat.  41  and  48° 
N.,  and  between  Inngitudes  113  and  115^  deg.  W.of 
London.  The  large  lake  Timpanogos  of  Tanner's 
map  of  North  America,  is  placed  in  nearly  the  same 
position. 

I  have  been  thus  particular,  in  order  to  shew,  that 
above  a  century  past,  much  more  was  known,  than  is 
now  supposed  of  the  interior  of  North  America  — 
Geography  has,  however,  always  been  an  advancmg 
and  retrograding  science.  In  the  early  ages  of  Spa- 
nish power  ni  North  America,  an  active,  brave,  and 
inquiring  spirit  prevailed,  and  expeditions  of  disco- 
very were  made,  beginning  with  Cortez  himself, 
which,  had  it  retained  force,  the  Pacific  side  of  the 
continent  would  not  have  been  to  explore  towards 
the  middle  of  the  nineteenlh  century.  It  is,  as  yet, 
only  proved  that  there  does  exist  such  a  region  west 
of  the  Rocky  mountains,  as  a  central  basin  without 
an  oceanic  discharge;  Capt.  Fremont  has  been  the 
first  to  pass  round  it,  but  to  survey  the  internal  fea- 
tures, decide  its  extent,  and  add  the  whole  as  known 
data  to  science,  is  yet  to  be  achieved.  The  nation 
possesses  the  man  to  complete  his  own  work,  and 
neither  time  or  money  ought  to  be  spared  to  give 
him  the  means. 

We  now  return  to  our  proper  object  of  inquiry. — 
As  far  as  the  accredited  geograpliy  of  the  times  can 
be  received  in  evidence,  we  have  seen  from  the  Eng 
Jish  map  of  Sencx,  that  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
years  ago,  the  northeastern  boundary  of  .Spanish 
power  in  North  America  was  the  Rio  Grande,  for 
about  four  hundred  miles  above  its  mouth. 

The  French  colony  which  first  established  the 
power  of  that  notion  on  the  lower  Mississippi  and  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  arrived  and  was  first  fixed 
April  12lh,  1C99,  on  Biioxi  bay,  on  the  soutnern 
shore  of  the  now  state  of  Mississippi.  When  Senex's 
map  was  published,  New  fjrleans  had  not  been 
founded,  and  I  hope  to  shew,  that  at  the  original  set- 
tlement of  Louisiana,  no  other  civilized  establish- 
ment existed  east  of  the  Rio  Grande  to  Pensacola; 
nor  had  the  name  of  Florida  been  superceded  by 
that  of  Louisiana  when  Senex  published  his  mjp. 

Never  having  for  a  moment  believed  that  the  ulti- 
mate colonization  of  the  great  Central  Zone  of  North 
America  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  would  be  pre- 
vented by  stipulations  on  pari,hmciit  rolls,  or  acceler- 
ated to  any  great  amount  by  temporary  cau^.js,  1 
have  from  the  lime  that  circumstances  forced  re- 
flections on  the  subject,  regarded  the  consummation 
as  a  necessary  consequence  of  laws  beyond  human 
power  to  repeal  or  counteract.  Afler  having  com- 
pleted my  survey  of  the  Sabine  river  in  1812,  1  three 
years  afterwards,  proceeded  to  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, where,  in  1816,  was  published  my  map  and  sta- 
tistical account  of  the  stale  of  Louisiana.  To  Ihe 
statistical  volume  I  prefixed  a  chapter,  entiiled 
"first  discovery,  settlement,  and  limits,"  nol  of 
the  slate  so  named,  bul  of  Louisiana  as  il  was  claim 
ed  and  held  by  France  from  16^9  to  1763,  wiien  ce 
ded  to  Spain.  As  the  treatise  itself  is  in  few  hands 
and  the  question  of  lirails  slill  made  a  subject  of 
keen  discussion,  you  will  probably  be  the  means  of 
throwing  some  light  on  the  history  of  those  liniils, 
by  publishing  in  your  paper  the  mailer  of  the  iiitro 
ductory  chapter  alluded  to,  and  which  I  shall  trans 
scribe,  with  such  additional  notes  as  mav  serve  siil 
further  to  decide  what  Louisiana  and  Texas  wen 
under  France.  Louisiana,  when  used  in  wliat  fol- 
lows, is  intended  to  embrace  the  term  in  extemo. 

At  the  time  I  was  preparing  the  matter  for  the 
press,  two  maps  were  placed  ill  my  hands,  one  pub' 
lished  in  London,  1719,  dedicated  to  Wm.  Law,  Esq 
of  Laureslon,  having  Louisiana  as  the  centre,  but 
reaching  westward  from  Chesapeake  bay,  33°  of 
longitude,  and  having  the  lower  part  of  the  Rio 
Grande  del  Norte  included  in  the  western  limit.  The 
other  was  published  as  a  Latin  map,  by  Hoiuan,  at 
Nuremberg,  in  Germany,  about  1712,  and  entitled 
"Regni  iVlexicani,  Novae  llispaniK,  Ludoviciunae, 
Novse  Anglix,  Carolina;,  Virginiaj,  el  Penn^ylvaniae, 
sed  non  Insularuni  Archipelagi  Mexicani,  in  .\meri- 
ca,  Scptentionali,  accurala  tabula  exhibits  a  Joh. 
Uaptista  Hoinans,  Norriberga;." 

1  have  seen  another  map  by  iloman,  of  Nurem 
berg,  which  bore  for  its  lille  "Amplissimae  Regioues 
Mississippi,  seu  Provincias  Ludovicianae,  a  R.  P. 
Hennepin,  Fran.  Miss,  anno  1(187,  cdita  p.  J.  i!.  Ilo- 
man, Geograph  Nurribcrgx."  The  two  maps  of 
Iloman  accord  as  to  Louisiana.  The  latter  was  co- 
lored, and  the  routes  of  La  Salle  were  very  perspi- 
cuously traced,  as  were  also  those  of  M.  Cavallicr, 
in  lGa7,  as  were  again  those  of  He  Solo,  1543. 

In  a  geographical  work  published  in  London,  1717, 
with  lilt  title  of  "Atlas  Geographicus.or  a  complete 
Byslcni  of  geography,  ancient  and  modern,"  vol.  v. 
p.  G7l>,  is  a  map  of  Louisiana,  upon  which  the  onl- 
ine is  laid  down  as  in  the  preceding  mentioned  maps. 


The  latter  work  stands  No.  470  in  the  Philadelphia 
Library. 

When  preparing  the  matter  of  my  introductory 
chapter  in  1815,  I  had  full  reason  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing observations,  which,  however,  the  interme- 
diate time  has  modified: 

"On  these  maps  the  coasts,  rivers,  mountains,  and 
other  grand  features  of  nature,  in  those  parts  of 
North  America,  are  embraced  and  drawn  with  as- 
tonishing correctness,  for  the  period  of  their  publi- 
cation. In  those  regions  west  of  the  Mississippi  but 
little  additional  accurate  knowledge,  and  no  preci- 
sion have  been  gained  up  to  this  time.  No  map  has 
met  my  observation  in  which  the  now  Missouri  ter 
ritory  and  the  province  of  Texas,  are  more  accurate- 
ly defined.'* 

In  the  London  map,  the  line  of  Louisiana  coni- 
mences  west  at  the  mouth  of  Rio  Grande  del  Norte, 
ascends  that  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Saladode 
•\pache3  (now  St.  Paul's)  thence  along  that  river  to 
Is  source;  and  thence  by  a  curve  to  the  37°  N.  lat: 
ivhere  the  limit  meets  the  margin  of  the  map.  On 
the  east,  Carolina,  what  is  now  Georgia,  with  parts 
of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania  are  in- 
cluded. On  the  north  side  the  boundary  is  left  unde- 
fined. 

On  the  Nuremberg  map,  already  noticed  in  the 
early  part  of  this  communicalion,  the  southwestern 
limit  of  Louisiana  is  the  Rio  Grande,  from  its  mouth 
up  to  St.  Paul's  river,  and  thence  by  a  line  nearly 
due  north  to  N.  lat.  38°,  and  thence  eastward  through 
the  region  now  parcelled  into  Missouri,  Illinois,  In- 
diana, Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Virginia,  to  the  sources 
of  James  river,  and  thence  similar  to  the  London 
map  until  the  border  merges  into  the  Atlantic  ocean. 
These  maps  show  that  the  bounds  of  Louisiana 
towards  Mexico,  were  at  the  epochs  of  their  respec- 
tive publication  considered  by  the  literati  and  states- 
men of  Europe,  as  reaching  to  the  Rio  Grande  del 
Norte,  in  both  the  London  and  Nuremberg  maps, 
the  fort  built  by  M.  de  la  Salle,  is  laid  down  at  the 
Bay  of  Espiritii  Santo,  or  St.  Joseph. 

A  British  official  map  again  published  in  1755,  in 
two  parts,  by  Bowen,  intended  to  point  out  the  po- 
litical and  natural  boundaries  of  British,  French, 
and  Spanish  colonies  in  North  America,  fixes  the 
southwest  limit  of  Louisiana,  the  same  as  Homan. 
No.  1040  in  the  Philadelphia  Library,  is  a  copy  of 
Jontel's  relation  of  La  Salle's  last  voyage  and  final 
fate,  printed  in  Paris,  1713.  This  book  is  a  very  va- 
luable document  in  relation  to  Louisiana. 

In  sketches,  necessaiily  brief,  historical  disquisi- 
tions of  any  extensive  detail  cannot  be  pursued. — 
The  chronological  data  which  follows,  may  serve  as 
an  index  to  those  who  may  desire  a  more  minute  de- 
tail 

1674. — Two  French  traders,  Joliet  and  Marquette, 
reached  the  Mississippi  river  by  penetrating  from 
Canada  through  Ijkes  Huron  and  Michigan  and 
thence  by  the  Fox  and  Ouisconsin  rivers. 

1683.  — M.  de  la  Salle,  Father  Lewis  Hennepin 
and  the  Chevalier  Tonty,  discovered  the  country 
subsequently  named,  from  the  then  king  of  France, 
Louisiana,  and  also  determined  the  course  of  Ihe 
Mississippi  to  be  southward.  These  advebturers 
reached  the  great  river  by  the  Illinois;  and  M.  de  la 
Salle  explored  il  to  the  influx  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co. Hennepin  surveyed  il  upwards  to  above  St.  An- 
thony's falls — went  soon  after  to  France,  where  he 
published  his  travels  and  discoveries,  and  named  the 
country  Louisiana. 

In  the  same  year  de  la  Sallo  returned  to  Canada, 
and  from  thence  to  France,  where,  laying  his  dis- 
coveries and  plans  before  the  French  government, 
through  the  aid  of  the  Prince  of  Conii  and  the  Mar- 
quis de  Seignclai  (sou  of  the  great  Colbert,)  he  ob- 
tained a  small  squadron,  with  which  he  intended  to 
enter  the  Mississippi,  and  on  its  banks  commence  a 
colony.  From  the  very  defective  knowledge  then 
gained  of  the  northern  part  of  the  Mexican  gulf, 
and  either  latitude  or  longilude  of  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  La  Salle's  squadron  fell  to  the  westward  of 
the  object,  and  finally  landed  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 
It  is  impossible  to  read  without  deep  regret,  Jou- 
lel's  relation  of  La  Salle's  last  voyage.  The  ardor, 
industry,  intelligence,  and  bravery  with  which  that 
generous  man  pursued  his  discoveries  and  plans,  with 
the  immense  consequences  of  those  discoveries  and 
plans,  rendered  abortive  as  to  himself  by  accident, 
must  excite  the  sympathy  of  every  heart  that  can 
feel  for  virtue  in  misfortune.  Had  La  Salle  suc- 
ceeded ill  entering  the  Mississippi,  his  undertaking 
would,  in  all  human  probability,  have  been  crowned 
with  complete  success. 

Wlic^n  the  squadron  reached  in  sight  of  the  coast, 
it  was  the  opinion  of  La  Salle  himself  that  he  was 
west  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  bul  his  pilot 
was  of  adilferent  opinion,  and  unfortunately  the  lat- 
ter prevailed,  and  the  squadron  coiitiiiued  to  sail 
westward,  and: 


1685,  February  16th— La  Salle  landed  with  the 
persons  designed  to  form  a  colony  near  the  mouth  of 
Guadaloupe  river,  and  built  a  fort.  The  fatal  error 
made  in  regard  to  position  was  soon  discovered,  and 
rendered  irreparable  by  the  desertion  of  the  squa- 
dron. To  found  in  a  country,  demands  a  concen- 
tration of  talents  few  men  ever  possess.  For  the 
successful  accomplishment  of  such  a  design.  La 
Salle  had  many  of  the  most  requisite  qualities,  ren- 
dered, howevei,  inoperative  by  one  defect;  a 
stitTness  which  rendered  him  unsocial  and  disa- 
greeable to  his  officers,  and  prevented  Ihe  formation 
of  attachment  and  popularity  among  the  colonists. 
That  he  was  highly  respected  was  shown  in  the  tra- 
gic sequence. 

After  landing,  however,  he  found  himself  in  a 
country  uninhabited  by  any  civilized  nation,  which 
with  the  ordinary  formalities  he  took  possession  of 
in  the  name  of  the  king  of  France,  and  as  far  as 
first  possession,  and  of  piecedent  set  by  European 
nations  on  like  occasions  could  secure  a  vnlid  lille, 
Louisiana  became  a  colony  of  France.  Commenc- 
ed in  misfortune,  a  fatality  seemed  n  impend  over 
the  whole  enterprise.  The  comma:.  Ici  of  the  royal 
vessel  which  brought  out  the  colony  deserted  him, 
and  La  Salle  lost  one  of  his  own  vessels  by  ship- 
wreck. Insubordination  prevailed  and  every  day 
the  situation  of  the  colonists  on  a  desolate  shore  be- 
came more  desperate.  La  Salle  sent  out  a  party  to 
search  for  Ihe  great  river,  but  before  any  etfective 
information  could  be  obtained  the  noble  commander 
fell  by  assassination. 

La  Salle  had  with  him  a  brother,  who  bore  the 
name  of  Cavalier,  a  priest  named  Father  Anasta- 
sius,  and  an  officer  of  the  name  of  Joutel,  who  des- 
pairing of  colonial  success,  afler  the  murder  of 
their  commander,  projected  and  accomplished  their 
escape,  with  some  others,  who  finally  reached  some 
recently  formed  French  setllements  on  the  Ar- 
kansas. 

Afler  their  return  to  France,  both  Aanastasius 
and  Joutel  published  accounts  of  the  expedition; 
the  latter  much  the  most  circumstantial  and  satis- 
factory. Joutel  relates  that  he  was  but  a  few 
paces  from  La  Salle  when  he  received  the  fatal 
shot  from  a  man  of  the  name  of  Duliaul;  that  him- 
self, Anastasius,  and  M.  Cavalier,  concerted  and 
effected  their  escape;  not,  however,  before  the  mur- 
derers of  La  Salle  had  been  destroyed  by  each 
other. 

Shortly  after  the  death  of  La  Salle,  and  the  retreat 
of  his  Ijrother,  the  residue  of  the  colony  was  captur- 
ed by  a  Spanish  detachment  from  the  province  of 
New  Leon,  sent  for  that  purpose,  and  the  settlement 
broken  up.  There  are,  it  is  said,  and  most  probably 
with  truth,  many  of  the  existing  inhabitants  of  New 
Leon,  who  derived  their  descent  from  the  French  of 
La  Salle's  colony. 

Twelve  years  again  elapsed  before  another  at- 
tempt was  made  by  the  French  government  to  lake 
possession  of  the  regions  contiguous  to  the  lower 
.Mississippi.  At  length  Ihe  original  design  was  reviv- 
ed, and  in  1698,  a  squadron  was  sent  out  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico, commanded  by  d'Iberville,  and  his  brother 
Bienville.  The  choice  of  the  latter  officer  was  for- 
tunate; to  his  genius,  talents,  and  conciliating  man- 
ners France  stood  indebted  for  the  success  which 
crowned  the  expedition,  undertaken  with  very  inad- 
equate means. 

In  the  autumn  of  1698,  the  little  fleet  touched  at 
St.  Domingo,  and  on  January  26th,  1699,  reached 
and  anchored  in  the  fine  Bay  of  Pensacola,  but  the 
Spaniards  had  anticipated  the  French.  M.  d'Iber- 
ville and  Bienville  found  the  adjacent  shore  in  pos- 
session of  a  Spanish  colony,  commanded  by  Don 
Andre  de  la  Riole,and  proceeded  westward.  After 
examining  the  coast  from  Dauphin  Island  outside 
the  Bay  of  Mobile,  lo  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
the  two  French  commanders  finally  placed  the  cra- 
dle of  their  colony  at  Bilnxi  Bay,  on  April  12th,  1699. 
On  the  firsl  day  of  May,  the  same  year,  Iberville  sail- 
ed for  France,  leaving  M.  de  Bienville  to  command 
the  colony;  but  returned  the  same  year  to  Louisiana 
and  resumed  the  i.;overnment. 

1700,  May — Bienville,  by  order  of  Iberville  as- 
cended Red  River  to  Natchitoches;  found  the  Nat- 
chiloches  and  Yatassce  nations  of  Indians  in  posses- 
sion of  the  country,  bul  could  neither  find  or  her  of 
any  Spanish  establishments  in  that  quarter.  Same 
year.  May  28th,  .M.  d'Iberville  sailed  for  Europe, 
leaving  the  command  to  Bienville.  A  garrison  was 
built  this  year  on  the  Mississippi,  at  or  near  where 
Fort  Philip  at  Plaqueiuine  Bend  now  stands. 

An  officer  named  St.  Denis  was  sent  to  explore 
the  country  of  Red  River;  remained  six  months  in 
and  near  the  Yatasseo  village,  without  learning  of 
the  existence  of  any  Spanish  establishment  in  that 
region.  The  Yatassoe  village  was  situated  in  the 
seitlement  of  Bayou  Pierre,  about  forty  miles  north- 
westward of  Natchitoches. 
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1712— The  king  of  France,  by  letters  Patent,  ced- 
ed the  civil  jurisdiction  of  Louisiana  to  Crozat. 

1716— Bienfille  was  appointed  by  the  Regert 
Duke  of  Orleans,  commandant  of  the  Mississippi. 
Hiiherto  this  estimable  man  had  acted  in  a  subordi- 
nate station;  but  though  d'Iberville  was  nominally 
the  founder  of  the  colony,  the  active  operations  were 
performed  by  Bienville.  Vigilant,  humane,  and  just, 
he  conciliated  ihe  savages  by  his  urbanity,  whilst  re- 
pressing their  violence  by  vigor  and  courage.  Stea- 
dy indeed  must  have  been  the  mind,  and  enlightened 
the  understanding,  that  carried  the  infant  colony  of 
Louisiana  through  the  war  of  the  succession,  whilst 
struggling  against  internal  disorder,  arising  from  the 
conflicting  authority  of  royal  power  and  individual 
masters. 

At  this  epoch  we  may  pause  in  our  historical  notes 
to  make  some  remarks.  The  reader  will  remember 
our  statements  in  regard  to  the  London  mapof  1710. 
The  St.  Denis  already  mentioned,  who  was  sent  out 
by  d'Iberville  and  Bienville  in  17U0,  was  subse- 
quently sent  again  to  explore  the  country  between 
the  Mississippi  and  Rio  Grande  rivers  on  the  25th 
July,  1716,  returned  and  made  his  report  to  Bien- 
ville, which,  as  copied  by  La  Harpe,  contained  the 
following  remarkable  paragraph:  "That  on  the  15th 
September,  171-1,  he  had  arrived  at  the  village  of 
Assinaye,  soulhwestward  of  Natchitoches,  with- 
out out  being  able  to  find  any  Spanish  establish- 
ment; and  that  he  from  Assinaye  traversed  the  region 
of  the  Red  River,  and  first  found  at  two  leagues 
west  of  Rio  Bravo,  or  Rio  del  Norte,  the  mission 
of  St.  John  Baptiste,  commanded  by  Captain  Ray- 
mond." 

Thus  we  have  correlative  and  positive  proof,  that 
as  late  as  fifteen  years  after  the  original  settlement 
of  the  French  in  Louisiana,  the  Spaniards  had  not 
formed  a  single  mission,  post,  or  foit,  eastward  of 
Rio  Grande.  It  would  appear,  however,  from  wlial 
we  shall  stale  presently,  that  the  progress  of  the 
French,  and  mission  of  St.  Denis,  awakened  the 
Spanish  authorities  from  their  lethargy. 

1717 — Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  West  Compa- 
ny as  far  as  civil  jurisdiction  was  ccncerned.  In 
that  year  Natchitoches  uas  taken  possession  of  by 
M.  de  la  Motle.  The  Spaniards,  now  brought  into 
activity,  were  hastening  to  occupy  the  country  in- 
tervening tietiveen  Red  River  and  Rio  Grande. — 
January  28Ui,  1717,  the  uiissi.in  ol  rit.  Michael, 
at  the  Adajes,  nine  miles  westward  of  Natchito- 
ches, was  I'ouiiued  by  order  of  Linares,  then  Viceroy 
of  Alexico,  by  Father  Augustine,  a  religieus  of  the 
Order  of  RecLllects.  It  was  also  in  this  eventful 
year  for  Louisiana,  that  New  Orleans  was  founded. 
In  the  spring  barracks  were  erected  on  the  left 
bank  of  ihe  Mississippi,  almost  exactly  on  north  la- 
titude 30  deg.,  and  a  city  laid  out,  and  named  Irom 
the  then  Regent  of  France,  Philip  11,  duke  of  Or- 
leans. The  local  features  of  the  country  must  have 
been  carefully  examined,  as  New  Orleans  occupied 
tbe  best  position  fur  a  city  on  the  Mississippi  river 
beloi  Iberville. 

Though  previous  to  La  Salle's  last  voyage  and  it- 
tempt  to  form  a  settlement  in  Louisiana,  neither  the 
Spanish  governtnent  or  people  had  attempted  estab 
lishments  eastward  of  the  Kio  Grande,  the  jealousy 
of  both  were  excited  by  fears  of  a  new  and  power- 
ful neighbor.  Still,  near  thirty  years  elapsed  after 
the  first  arrival  of  the  French  on  the  coast  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  before  ^erious  colonization  was  un- 
dertaken in  Lastekas  (Texas),  or  western  Louisiana, 
by  any  Spanish  authority.  Opposition  and  remon- 
strance, weie  not,  however,  wanting  on  the  part  of 
Spain  against  French  eocroachiuent,  and  to  inquire 
how  far  the  latter  nation  had  a  right  to  claim  territo- 
ry in  Louisiana,  La  Harpe  was  sent  out  in  1717,  with 
orders  to  explore  the  cuuutry  by  sea  and  land,  and 
determine  as  lar  as  possible  to  trace  the  limits  of  the 
Fiench  Provinces. 

In  pursuance  of  his  commission,  M.  Bernard  de 
la  Harpe  speni  a  great  part  of  1713,  in  Lxaminalioii 
of  lower  Louisiana,  and  in  January,  171'J,  arrived 
at  Natchitoches,  where  he  found  M.  Uloiidel  com 
mandant,  from  whom  he  learned  thai  Don  Martin  de 
la  Corne,  then  Spanish  commandant  of  the  province 
of  Texas,  was  at  the  Adayes,  nine  miles  from  the 
station  at  Natchitoches;  that  de  la  Coi  i  e  bad  recent 
ly  returned  from  the  Rio  del  Norle,  where  he  had 
established  several  missions,  and  posts,  upon  a  bay 
near  the  mouth  ot  the  Guadaluupe  and  Saint  Marc, 
to  which  he  gave  the  name  ol  the  bay  of  Espiritu  San- 
to, and  that  the  Spanish  cuinmandant  was  then  has- 
tening his  preparations  to  form  an  establishment  at 
the  Caddo  village  on  Red  River. 

M.  de  la  Harpe,  in  order  to  gain  the  first  occu- 
pancy of  Red  River,  set  out  from  Natchitoches  on 
the  6ih  February,  1719,  and  on  the  21st  April  arriv- 
ed at  the  united  villages  of  the  Caddus,  Natsous, 
Nassonites,  and  Yatassecs,  about  four  hundred  miles 


by  water  above  Natchitoches.  On  the  27th  April, 
the  foundation  of  a  French  post  was  laid  in  Ihe 
Natsoo  village,  which  post  was  maintained  until 
the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  Spain  by  France,  in 
1763. 

The  Spanish  officer  Don  Martin  de  la  Corne, 
learning  the  proceedings  of  De  la  Harpe,  addressed 
to  that  gentleman  a  let  ter,  of  which  the  followin 
is  a  copy: 

.Monsieur — I  am  very  sensible  of  the  politeness 
that  M  de  Bienville  and  yourself  have  had  the  good- 
ness to  show  to  me.  The  orders  I  have  received 
from  the  king,  my  master,  is  to  maintain  a  good  un- 
derstanding with  the  French  of  Loaisiuna;  my  own 
inclination  leads  ine  equally  to  afford  them  all  the 
services  which  depend  on  me.  But  1  am  compelled 
to  say  that  your  arrival  at  the  Nassonite  village  sur- 
prises me  very  much.  Your  governor  could  not  bo 
ignorant  that  the  post  you  occupy  belongs  to  my  go- 
vernment, and  that  all  the  lands  west  of  the  Nasso- 
nites  depend  upon  New  Mexico.  I  counsel  you  to 
give  advice  of  this  to  M.  Bienville,  or  you  will  force 
me  to  oblige  you  to  abandon  lands  that  the  French 
have  no  right  to  occupy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

"De  la  Coune. 

"Trinity  River,  May  20th,  1717." 

To  this  letter  the  following  reply  was  sent: 

"Monsieur — The  order  from  his  Catholic  majesty 
to  maintain  a  good  understanding  with  the  French 
of  Louisiana,  and  the  kind  intentions  you  have 
yourself  expressed  towards  them,  accord  but  little 
with  your  proceedings.  Permit  me  to  inform  you 
that  M.  de  Bienville  is  perfectly  informed  of  the 
limits  of  his  government,  and  is  very  certain  that  the 
post  of  Nassonite  depends  not  upon  the  dominions  of 
his  Catholic  majesty.  He  knows  also,  that  the  pro- 
vince of  Lastekas  (  Ttxas)  of  which  you  say  you  are 
governor,  is  a  part  of  Louisiana.  M.  de  la  Salle  took 
possession  in  1685,  in  the  name  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty;  and  sinee  Ihe  above  epoch,  possession  has 
been  renewed  from  time  to  fitne. 

"Respecting  the  Post  of  Nassonite,  1  cannot  com- 
prehend by  what  right  you  pretend  that  it  forms  a 
part  of  New  Mexico.  I  beg  leave  to  represent  to 
you  that  Don  Antoine  dii  .Vlirroir,  wtio  discovered 
New  Mexico,  1C83,  never  penetrated  east  ol  that 
province  or  the  Ri  >  Bravo.  It  was  the  French  who 
first  made  alliance  ^vilh  the  savage  tribes  in  this  re- 
gion; and  it  is  natural  to  conclude  that  a  river  that 
flotos  inlo  Ihe  Mississippi,  and  tile  landsit  waters,  belongs 
to  Ihe  king  my  master. 

"If  you  will  do  me  the  pleasure  to  come  into  this 
quarter,  1  will  convince  you  1  hold  a  post  1  know 
how  to  defend.     I  have  Ihe  honor  to  be,  sir, 

"De  La  Harpe. 

"Nassonite,  July  8lh  1719." 

In  the  course  of  1720,  M.  de  la  Harpe  visited  the 
the  lower  waters  of  the  Red,  Ouachita,  and  Arkan- 
sas rivers  considerably  to  the  west,  north,  northeast, 
and  east  of  Nassonite  and  in  January,  1721,  re- 
turned to  New  Orleans,  where  on  the  20th  August 
of  that  year  he  received  the  following  order: 

"We  John  Baptiste  de  Bienville,  Chevalier  of  Ihe 
military  order  of  St.  Louis,  and  commandant  general 
for  the  king  in  the  Province  of  Louisiana. 

"It  is  thereby  decreed,  that  M.  de  la  Harpe  com- 
mandant of  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard,  shall  embark 
in  the  packet  the  Suili/e,  commanded  by  Barrangier, 
with  a  detachment  of  twenty  soldiers,  under  M.  de 
Belile,  and  shall  proceed  forthwith  lu  the  Bay  of  St. 
Bernard,  belonging  to  this  province,  and  lake  pusses 
sion  in  ihc  name  of  the  king,  and  the  West  Coinpauy 
shall  plant  the  arms  of  the  king  in  the  ground,  and 
build  a  fort  upon  whatever  spot  appears  most  advan- 
tageous for  the  defence  of  the  place. 

"If  the  Spaniards  or  any  other  nation,  have  taken 
possession,  M.  de  la  Harpe  will  -igmfy  lo  them,  that 
they  have  no  right  to  the  country,  it  being  known 
that  possession  was  taken  in  1U85,  by  M.dela  Salle, 
in  tbe  name  of  the  king  of  France,  &c. 

"Bienville." 

In  virtue  of  this  commission,  La  Harpe  went 
down  the  northern  coast  of  the  Gull  of  Mexico,  and 
in  his  report  decided,  that  a  bay  he  entered,  formed 
the  western  limit  of  Louisiana;  but  the  only  fact 
having  any  real  bearing  on  the  question,  which  this 
officer  decided  was,  that  Spain  had  then,  1721,  no 
establishment  on  the  Uull  ol  Mexico  east  ol  the  Rio 
Grande. 

The  following  which  you  will  find  marked  as  a 
quotation,  contains  my  own  conclusions,  recorded  in 
my  Louisiana,  pp.  26  tu  29,  and  printed  in  first  edi- 
tion, Philadelphia,  1816,  and  second  edition,  New 
York,  1817- 

"Thus  remains  the  question  of  the  limits  of  this 
great  country  until  this  moment  [1817]  From  the 
tacts  stated  it  will  appear  demonstrative,  that  to  a 
distance  far  west  ot  any  place  the  United  .Stales 
have  yet  occupied,  ihat  tbe  claims  of  t'rancc,  by  prior 


possession,  were  decisively  established  at  a  very 
early  period  after  ihe  firsl  discovery  of  Ihe  country. 
How  far  policy  will  influence  the  government  of  the 
United  States  in  establishing  the  extent  of  the  right 
it  has  acquired  from  France,  remains  unexplained: 
but  we  may  be  justifiable  in  asserting,  ihat  whoever 
possesses  the  two  fine  bays  of  Espiritu  Santo  and  St. 
Bernard,  has  completely  Ihe  commoree  of  the  Span- 
ish Internal  Provinces  in  their  hands. 

"The  point  of  separation  between  the  Spanish 
dominions  and  those  of  Ihe  United  States  upon  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  though  not  so  easily  determined  as 
on  the  (;ulf  ol  Mexico,  yet  there  exists  sufficient 
data  lo  enable  Ihe  geographer  to  mark,  with  consi- 
derable precision,  the  point  Ihat  principles  of  equity 
would  determine  as  the  dividing  lio-it  between  the 
two  nations. 

"The  Spaniards  have  long  since  formed  a  perma- 
nent establishment  on  the  south  side  of  the  bay  of 
St.  Francisco,  north  lat.  37  deg.  42  min.  Thus  far 
(on  Ihe  Pacific  coast.)  Spain  has  decided,  undisput- 
ed and  real  possession  on  the  northwest  coast  of 
North  America. 

"The  litic  ot  Ihc  United  Stales  to  Ihe  countries 
upon  the  middle  waters  of  the  Columbia  river,  can- 
not be  contested  by  either  Spain  or  Great  Britain, 
consistent  with  Ihe  principles  upon  which  all  Euro- 
pean claims  have  been  in  the  first  (and  last)  instance, 
established  in  America. 

"The  distance  from  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river 
to  St  Francisco,  is  about  six  hundred  miles.  If  wo 
may  be  permitted  to  infer,  that  Ihe  title  of  Ihe  Unit- 
ed Stales  to  Ihe  country  near  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
lumbia river,  and  that  of  Spain  to  Si.  Francisco, 
cannot  in  jnslice    be   contested,  then  some  inlerme- 

diale    point    must   become  the  determinate  limit 

If  the  respective  claims  are  equal  to  Ihe  two  ex- 
tremes assumed,  and  if  the  two  nations  have  similar 
rights  lo  Ihe  intervening  region,  it  follows,  that  mid 
distance  would  certainly  be  the  most  suitable  boun- 
dary, upon  rules  of  public  law  and  principles  of  sound 
policy. 

"Upon  this  maxim,  drawn  from  common  sense, 
and  long  assented  to,  do  Ihe  United  States  now 
claim  the  Perdido  as  the  east  boundary  of  Louisiana. 
It  was  a  submission  to  the  principle,  thai  prior  oc- 
cupancy decided  the  right  of  soil,  that  induced  M. 
de  Bienville  to  leave  the  Spanish  force  in  undis- 
lurbcd  possession  of  Peiisacola.  ll  was  a  cnnfor- 
mity  to  the  justice  and  policy  of  this  rule  that  in- 
fluenced Ihe  conduct  of  both  France  and  Spain, 
first  tacitly,  and  afterwards  positively,  to  consider 
Ihe  Perdido  river  as  the  limit  between  Louisiana  and 
Florida. 

"The  same  equity  and  good  sense  can  easily  mark 
out  the  point  of  separation  between  the  domain  of 
the  two  nations  on  the  Pacific  ocean. 

"When  we  reflect  upon  the  rapid  approach  to- 
wards each  other,  of  the  two  masses  of  civilized 
nien  that  inhabit  this  continent,  we  cannot  call  this 
essay  upon  their  line  of  demarcation  an  idle  specu- 
lation. The  day  is  advancing  with  a  rapidity  when 
this  great  Ironlier  will  cease  to  be  inhabited  by  sa- 
vages; when  either  the  deductions  of  reason  or  the 
poinl  of  the  bayonet  must  trace  the  line  that  divides 
two  great  empires. 

"I  have  presented  to  Ihe  American  reader,  the 
evidence  of  the  first  discovery  and  occupancy  of 
Louisiana,  as  well  as  the  publicly  received  opinion 
among  civilized  nations  of  its  exlent.  From  the 
statements  of  the  facia,  upon  which  this  evidence  ts 
founded.  It  results  that  all  the  distance  between  the 
mouths  of  the  Rio  del  Norle,  and  Perdido  rivers,  and 
far  inland,  was  first  discovered  and  sealed  by  France: 
Ihat  Ihe  scattering  Spanish  Presidios  in  Texas,  were 
made  after  1714,  and  consequently  could  not  impair 
the  claim  Ihat  France  had,  to  countries  she  had  ex- 
plored and  colonized,  long  before  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments were  formed. 

"Upon  rules  of  policy,  the  United  Slates  ought  to 
enforce  its  lille  lo  Louisiana,  in    the  mo»l  extensive 

scale  upon  which  justice  will  sanction   the  claim 

Texas  is  now,  (1816.)  a  wilderness,  with  but  partial 
exceptions.  In  the  first  half  of  Ihe  current  century, 
lliis  regioit  loilt  be  inltubiltd  by  either  emigrants  from 
the  United  Ulnles,  or  Ihe  Spanish  colonies,  'i'he  interi- 
or towards  Red  River  is  barren,  but  Ihe  parts  adja- 
cent to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  have  characters  in  com- 
mon with  AltaUapas  and  Opelousas,  and  will  yield 
the  same  staples. 

"With  the  Riu  Grande  del  Norte  ought  Ihe  south- 
western emigration  of  Ihe  people  ot  the  United 
Slates  to  find  an  eternal  ne plus  ultra;  and  in  all  pro- 
bability this  river  will  become  a  line  of  demarca- 
tion between  two  great  portions  of  mankind"— a 
consummation  most  desirable,  and  we  might  say  in- 
evitable, had  th«  established  boundary  been  recog- 
nized and  insisted  upon  by  the  United  States  autho- 
rity in  1803,  and  subsequently  made  a  siiir  i/iia  non. 
WILLIAM  DARBY. 
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Business  Circles. — Tke  money  maiUl,  at  nuw 
York  has  been  consideralily  relieved  ol  ils  panic, 
though  it  is  still  as  difficult  lo  obtain  funds.  The 
banks  are  strengOienini;  their  customers  in  order  to 
show  as  well  as  possible  in  their  ensuing  reports. — 
Stocks  improved  .^omewhat  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Great  Western,  but  a  report  that  the  president  was 
about  lo  send  a  message  lo  congress  recommend- 
ing war  against  Mexico,  produced  an  immediate  re- 
action. 

The  money  market  of  London  was  still  oppress- 
ed. 'I'he  proceeds  of  American  stocks  brought  by 
the  late  steamer  are  directed  not  to  be  reinvested  in 
this  country.  We  like  that.  Keep  at  it,  old  John. 
Try  lo  do  better  with  your  money  than  to  trust  it  to 
the  "Young  Republic." 

The  American  provision  trade  "has  partaken  of 
tlie  facililies  nhicli  tne  treasury  order  afford.  Con- 
siderable supplies  of  beef  and  provisions  have  been 
released  from  bund  under  the  low  duties,  and  are 
finding  their  way  into  general  consumption." 

Ill  the  Times,  an  American  company  advertise 
for  sale,  saddles  of  American  forest  venison,  wild 
geese  from  the  American  lakes,  and  wild  turkeys 
from  the  American  forests,  canvass  back  ducks 
from  Chesapeake,  Stc,  just  received  in  fine  or- 
der! 

Flohr  and  Wheat  has  declined  in  the  N.  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore  markets  in  consequence 
of  the  news  by  the  Great  Western. 

CoTio.N,  has  also  improved  in  price  in  England,  tollie 
exient  of  ^d.,  and  the  demand  is  active.  Th(3  quotii- 
tiuns  declared  hy  the  coiiimiliee  of  brokers  for  the  week 
ending  61I1  April,  were  tor  Mobile  4^,  New  Orleans  45. 
This  gave  a  spur  to  ihe  New  York  cotton  market.  A 
corresponding  advance  and  stir  looli  place.  The  south 
will  rejoice. 

Public  deposits.  The  treasurer's  report  shows  the 
amount  on  the  27ih  April  to  have  been  $13,800,698  72. 
Of  ihis,  nearly  a  million  and  a  half  was  in  a  Boston 
bank;  nearly  five  millions  in  New  York  banks;  WOO.UUO 
in  Philadelphia;  S254,000  in  Baltimore;  over  half  a  mil- 
lion the  hands  of  Corcoran  &.  Riggs,  Washington,  and 
S55,0U0  in  three  of  the  District  of  Columbia  banks. 

The  New  York  canals.  Several  serious  breaks 
in  the  canal  still  interrupt  the  navigation.  It  will 
require  some  time  yet  to  complete  the  necessary  re- 
pairs, though  many  hundred  workmen  are  employ- 
ed.    It  is  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  business  men. 

American  ice.  The  barque  Hannah  Sprague,  of  New- 
burypiiri,  has  been  chartered  to  carry  a  cargo  of  Wen- 
ham  Lake  ice  from  Boston  10  London. 

A  ToBicco  speculator.  The  Courier  Francais,  says: 
"We  learn  that  M-  de  Rothschild  has  arranged  an  affair 
wliich  will  insure  him  the  monopoly  of  tobacco  not  only 
in  France,  but  ihioughont  die  continent  of  Europe  He 
has  for  some  time  had  agents  in  America  to  buy  by  an- 
ticipation the  growth  of  all  plantations  for  a  great  many 
years  to  come.  Thirty  millions  of  francs  have  been  ap- 
propriated to  this  vast  sp'-culation.  The  news  hag  spread 
alurm  amongst  the  capiialistd  w\v>  have  entered  into 
contracts  with  the  royal  tobacco  manufactory. 

Portland,  Me.  trade.  Sixty-seven  vessels,  mostly 
Bchooners,  were  counted  on  the  eveiring  of  the  23d  ul'.. 
entering  this  port. 

St.  Louis  trade.  In  the  week  ending  ISih  ult.  there 
arrived  at  that  uort,  59  steamboats — 40  of  which  vi'ere 
from  the  Upper  Mi.s&issippi,  Illinois,  and  Missouri  rivrs 
— 13  from  the  Ohio,  and  6  from  New  Orleans.  Thi- 
numbi^r  of  passengers  reported  is  4,015.  Several  boats 
made  no  report  of  their  passengers,  but  esiiinaiing  these 
at  the  ratio  of  other  boats  make  the  whole  number  o( 
passengers  something  less  than  60,000.  [Hep. 

Elections. —  Virginia.  Returns  of  the  annual  elec- 
tion arc  received  sufficient  to  make  it  nearly  certain 
thai  Ihe  whigs  are  again  left  in  minority  in  the  legis- 
lature. 

Jfno  York. — Tlic  constitutional  convention  election, 
took  place  this  week.  Returns  received  make  it 
certain  that  the  convention  will  be  decidedly  "demo- 
ci'alic." 

Indian  Corn,  is  attracting  much  attention  and 
rapidly  winning  its  way  into  favor  in  botli  England 
and  Ireland.  The  price  has  advanced  Is.  in  the 
quarter,  (a  quarter  is  eight  bushels  of  bU  wt.  or  C40 
wt.  equivalent  to  about  ten  of  our  bushels.)  They 
have  ascertained  th,it  it  is  mure  palatable,  more  nu 
trilious,  and  far  cheaper  than  the  oals  and  oilier 
coarte  breadsluil's,  lo  which  the  poor  have  to  resort. 
It  will  no  doubt  btcoinc  a  large  btandmg  article  of 
export  from  the  United  Slates. 

Sir  James  Graham,  in  his  speech  on  Irelai,id  in  the 
house  ol'  commons,  made  the  following  gratifying 
statement.  "The  measure  for  the  admission  ol 
maize,  free  of  duty,  is  operating  inoslbenuhtially. — 


It  is  cheaper  than  oatmeal;  it  is  superceding  oatmeal; 
and  I  am  not  without  confident  hopes  that  ultimately 
the  efiect  of  the  introinxtioi;  of  maize  will  be  to  su- 
percede the  potato  as  a  principal  article  of  food  in 
that  country.  1  look  forward  to  ils  gradually,  but  sure- 
ly, elevating  the  scale  of  living  in  that  country;  and  I 
think  Ihe  introduction  of  maize  will  ultimately  have 
that  effect.  The  prejudice  against  it  is  rapidly  dis- 
appearing." 

The  season.  Frequent  rains  during  the  week 
past  have  sufficiently  saturated  the  thirsty  earth,  and 
renovated  vc[;etation.  The  country  is  now  in  its 
most  beautiful  attire.  Wheatjcrops  certainly  never 
looked  more  promising  on  the  beginiiig  of  J\lay.  The 
grass  and  clover  fields  are  splendid,  and  the  orchards 
in  tine  bloom. 

They  appear  to  have  a  very  remarkable  season  in 
Europe.  The  Paris  papers  speaks  of  the  extraordi- 
nary precocity  of  the  present  season,  as  noticed  in 
Holland.  On  the  8th  of  March,  the  trees  were  co- 
vered with  leaves,  the  peaches  and  apricots  in  flower, 
the  strawberry  vines  in  the  open  air  were  not  only 
in  blossom,  but  in  some  cases  had  the  fruit  as  large 
peas.  Green  peas  were  planted  for  the  second  time 
at  Zorlen,  beans  sowed  in  January  were  nine  inches 
high  and  already  in  flower.  At  Moordrecht,  a  far- 
mer had  sent  his  cows  to  pasture  on  the  i9th  of  Jan. 
when  the  grass  was  sufficiently  grown  for  their  nou- 
rishment, and  butter  had  been  made  from  their  milk. 
The  Groningen  Gazette  states  that  the  potatoes 
planted  in  the  autumn  were  in  some  cases  ripe,  and 
at  the  market  at  Hasselt,  a  large  quantity  of  new 
potatoes  had  been  offered  for  sale. 

Railroad  iron.  The  i  ron  company  in  Armstrong 
county,  styled  the  "Great  Western,"  made  some 
fifty  or  sixty  thousand  tons  of  railroad  iron  the  past 
year  for  western  roads.  [Pennsi/dJaiiioii. 

NoRRis'  locomotives.  A  late  letter  frow  Vienna 
says  that  there  are  twenty-two  of  Norris'  locomotive 
engines  finished  and  ready  to  be  put  on  new  lines  of 
railroad  in  Austria.  On  the  four  roads  extending 
from  Berlin  to  Frankfort,  Potsdam,  &c.  there  are 
said   to  be  twenty-six  of  these  engines  in  operation. 

The  cholera,  was  making  fearful  havoc  in  Per-- 
sia,  at  our  last  dates  fro.u  thence. 

Potatoes  of  an  excellent  quality  are  being  sup- 
plied from  the  Azores  to  England.  The  rot  had  not 
reached  ihat  isolated  spot  yet.  The  quantity  we 
presume  cannot   be  large. 

Henry  Clay,  returned  to  his  residence  at  Ash- 
land on  the  2i2d  ult.  in  excellent  health, — improved 
by  his  travel. 

The  eclipse  of  the  sun,  on  the  25lh  April,  was 
observed  at  Norfolk,  Washington,  Boston,  &,c. — 
Clouds  i  itervened  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia  at 
the  lime.  At  Blalimore  we  had  occasional  glimpses 
of  tlie  eclipse  about  the  time  of  its  greatest  obscu- 
ration, the  c  louds  acting  in  place  of  a  smoked  glass. 
Daguerreoty  pes  of  the  eclipse  were  taken  during  its 
progress  in  several  places. 

Weber's  Lithography.  We  were  not  a  little 
surprised  to  ascertain  the  perfection  to  which  this 
exceedingly  useful  art  has  been  brought,  as  exhibit- 
ed in  the  plates  which  accompany  the  report  of 
Capt.  Fremont's  expedition  to  Oregon  ainl  California. 
Besides  one  immensely  large,  plate,  lhe:e  are  a  num- 
ber of  smaller  ones,  exhibiting  detached  portions  of 
his  surveys,  and  also  plates  illustrative  of  the  geo- 
logical and  botanical  observations  of  the  members 
accompanying  the  expedition,  and  several  views  of 
the  scenery  that  the  party  had  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving. These  plates  contribute  vastly  to  illustrate 
the  report.  The  manner  in  which  they  are  litho- 
graphed must  add  to  the  reputation  of  the  artists, 
v\ho,  we  are  proud  to  say,  have  their  establishment 
in  our  own  city — Baltimore.  Nay,  their  perform- 
ance upon  these  plates  are  creditable  lo  the  country, 
and  furnish  proof  how  rapidly  improvements  in  the 
arts  are  progressing. 

Makiile.  A  vein  of  very  fine  porpliyriiic  marble  be- 
tween 3u  and  40  miles  in  Icngtif,  has  been  discovered  in 
Ilawiiins  county,  EastTr'iinus.suc.  The  color  alternates 
from  the  lightest  to  the  darkest  rouge;  the  texture  c  .'U- 
siats  ot  the  finesl  crystals;  and  it  is  said  to  be  suscepti- 
ble of  the  highest  polish. 

U.  States  treasury.  The  recript.s  for  the  quarter 
ending  the  31si  of  .March,  were  «",HW,S70.  Tlic  dis- 
bursements 84,483,897  9. 

"TuE  ARMY  OF  occupation,"  nt  our  last  dales  from  the 
liontier,  were  on  ihcir  march  for  the  Uio  del  None 

Pennsylvania. — The  legiitaturc  closed  ils  annual 
bession  on  Uie  U'ii  ullliuo. 

The  railroud  conliovtrsti  has  been  the  greal  and  ex- 
citing topic  of  the  session.  Pillsburg  anil  western 
Pennsylvania  were    urgent    luc  the   legislature  tu 


grant,  or  rather  to  renew  the  grant  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  railroad  company,  to  Pittsburg.  This  the 
Phihdelphians  most  strenuously  opposed,  as  having 
a  tendency  to  divert  the  trade  of  the  west  from  the 
Pennsylvania  emporium  to  a  rival  city,  Baltimore. 
To  avert  this,  and  yet  meet  the  requirements  of 
trade,  the  Philadelphians  got  up  a  project  for  what 
they  term  the  Central  railroad,  to  connect  the  two 
princijial  cities  of  the  state,  Philadelphia  and  Pitts- 
burg, by  a  continuous  railroad.  Tlie  estimates  say 
that  five  to  seven  millions  of  dollars  would,  with  the 
raolroads  already  in  operation,  complete  the  junc- 
tion. The  Piilsburgers  treated  this  project  as  a 
mere  expedient  for  defeating  their  demands  for  a 
cheap  and  expeditious  thoroughfare  to  market.  Va- 
rious interests  were  enlisted  on  bolti  sides,  and  the 
result  became  exceedingly  doubtful.  Finally,  how- 
ever, the  legislature  passed  a  bill  granting  to  the 
Baltimore  company  the  right  of  way,  under  certain 
very  onerous  restrictions,  but  Ibe  bill  provides  that 
if  three  millions  of  the  stock  of  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad  shall  be  subscribed,  and  30  per  cent,  there- 
for paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  company  on  or  be- 
fore the  30th  of  July,  1847,  and  30  miles  of  road  be 
put  under  contract  before  that  day,  for  construction, 
then  the  right  of  way  shall  be  null  and  void. 

The  Philadelphians  immediately  held  a  meeting, 
and  resolved  to  go  to  work  in  earnest,  Thomas  P. 
Cope,  esq.,  presided — David  S.  Brown,  esp.,  pro- 
posed resolutions  which  were  unanimously  adopted. 
They  recommend  that  the  corporation  of  Philadel- 
phia subscribe  $3  500,000,  district  corporations,  $1,- 
200,000,  and  that  the  citizens  subscribe  the  remain- 
der. 


ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

The  French  and  English  allied  forces  on   the  Parana. 

Deplorable  scenes.  On  the  23d  of  November  last,  at 
six  ii-i  the  evening,  a  column  of  Anglo-French  infantry 
with  the  Italian  buccaneer  Garibaldi,  the  English  ruHian 
Mundell,  and  about  150  cavalry,  left  Salto.  On  the  24ih, 
they  attacked  Col.  E.  Manuel  Lavalleja,  who  was  sitti- 
ated  at  Tapavi  with  the  convoy  of  families  from  Salto, 
hence  seven  leagues  distant.  The  force  under  bis  com- 
mand was  infinitely  inferior  in  number;  notwithstanding 
this,  w'ith  the  dignity  and  bravery  of  worthy  Orientals, 
they  sustained  a  combat  so  unequal.  At  length,  after  a 
hard  contested  struggle,  numerical  superiority  prevailed 
over  the  heroic  efforts  of  that  handful  of  Orientafs — the 
unfortunate  Oriental  families  tailing  into  the  hands  of 
Garibaldi  and  the  Anglo  French  forces.  Col.  Lavalleja 
has,  nevertheless,  rallied  his  squadron  of  cavalry  at  the 
Paso  de  las  Piedras  on  the  river  Arapey.  The  Anglo- 
French  and  Garibaldi  robbed  and  committed  every  spe- 
cies of  violence  upon  the  families  of  the  convoy  in  the  most 
infain.jus  and  barbarous  manner,  pillaging  and  deatroy- 
iig  at  the  same  time  the  properly  of  the  traders  and 
other  persons  who  had  abaiidoned  Salto. 

On  that  day  ol  desolaiion  for  a  number  of  inoffensive 
Oriental  families,  viciinis  of  the  Vandalic  war  waged 
by  the  ministers  of  England  and  France,  the  first  to 
make  his  resolution  felt,  of  plundering  and  violating 
them,  was  the  pirate  Garibaldi.  With  his  band  of  ma- 
lauders,  he  ran  iVom  one  habitation  to  another  of  the  un- 
fortunate familes,  opening  their  trunks,  boxes,  drawers, 
and  chests,  whence  he  robbed  with  his  own  hands  their 
iniiney  and  jewels.  He  afterwards  ordered  a  general 
pillage,  in  fulliliiicnt  of  the  promise  he  had  made  on 
leaving  Salto;  and  with  this  incentive,  was  enabled  to 
coniniit  80  barbarous  a  deed,  with  uidicardof-licentious- 
ncss,  in  the  name  of  humanity  and  pacification.  _  In  a 
tew  hours  oil  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  Salto 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  self-called  peacemakers. — 
The  .'inglo  French  have  co-operated  with  the  niarinea 
of  the  Relampago,  and  of  a  French  (rigate  ot  war,  and 
v\iih  those  another  Englisii  one  which  occupied  tlie  out- 
posts and  protected  ihe  Vaiidalic  enterprise.  This  cir- 
cumstance, and  the  well  known  fact  that  the  pirate  Ga- 
rilialdi  acts  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  British  and 
French  admirals — as  his  official  communications  to 
these,  which  have  been  already  published,  attest — throw 
upon  the  miiiisiers  Ouseley  and  DelTaudis  Ihe  enormous 
icsponsibiliiy  of  that  scene  of  robbery,  assassination,  and 
(iasi.inily  sa\age  violence  towards  unfortunate  females, 
( \cr  respected  by  civilized  people,  and  guaranteed  by 
the  laws  of  war  amongst  enlighiened  and  Christian  na- 
tions. 

Garibaldi,  the  H  iglishmnn  Mundoll,  and  all  the  other 
prirutes  of  the  c.vpediiion,  counturiiiarclied  on  the  same 
day,  (24th)  to  conceal  iheir  plunder  under  the  flags  and 
cannon  of  Eiiahiiid  and  France.  The  carls  contained 
Ihe  stolen  efti;cts,  and  the  familieSi  and  the  venerable 
cure  of  Salto,  aa  well,  were  made  to  walk  on  foot,  sub- 
ject lo  all  kinds  of  brnialily. 

Till-  pri.iles  butchored  in  cold  blood  sovcrni  reepcctn- 
Me  Oriental  citizens,  whose  age  and  standing  would 
have  commanded  respect  and  consideration  from  civili- 
ed  people.  .•Amongst  these  was  D.  Eustaquio  Gonzalez, 
who  was  cowardly  mid  barbarouslv  killed  by  that  at- 
irocMus  E  i-h-!i  iiJiriaii  Aluiidell,  who  has  bcjn  lauded 
in  the  .Muniiv.tieo  papeisastlie  laiililuleonfidanl  of  the 
plans  ul  the  reckless  ministers  Ouseley  and  Delfaudis. 
b.  .Mariano  Go  izalcz,  ihe  lather  ol  a  numerous  family, 
and  un  old  inimbiiant  ul  Paysandu,  also  fell  a  victim  to 
the  liirv  of  the  assassins. 
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TrINTED   and    PUBUSHED,    evert T^RUAT,  BT  JEREMUH    hughe.,    editor  AKD   proprietor,  at    r.TE  DOLLARS  PER  ANNPM,   PATABL^K    ADVANCE. 


nriR  RFT  4TION!S  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN.     |  sent  delicate  position  of  atTairs  between  this  country 
OUR  KLL.\llU[\.-5   vvi  I  n  uivE/fii  u  „„.i  fi.„oi  Hriinm- It  ia  ohv  ous  t hat  there  can  be  no 


I  anil  Great  Britain;  it  is  obvious  that  there  can  be  no 
'  motive  to  precipitate  a  war  with  our  next  neighbor 


I'.i»  «!^'-^.":V?^"ll?::i'":^^!r^^J'^r*=:K  \  H-  a  can  beUnoUbly  avoided,  or  even  po,tponed._ 


Liverpool  on  mw  *!^i  uto^-*  "j  "*•" -^  ...— .-..j  ,  ,„.,.,»,..«    — ..  . . -,   -  -       .       -   .  T^„.,i„n.i 

presented  to  ihe  British  governnieni,  aecompiinied,  no    pose  new   difficulties  into  the  dispute  with   t,ngiana, 
doubt,  Willi  an  expressioii  of  the  earnest  disposi'ion  of  j  ^^  ^i  least,  new  ingredients,  such  as  California,  &c., 


the  president  for  an  early  a^tmenl  of  the  boundary 

''"The  "tone  of  the  British  jff-nals,  brought  by  the  last 
steamers,  in  relation  to  the  Oregon  dispute,  varies  but 
tittle  from  their  prior  publications.  We  selected  severnl 
articles  of  some  length  tor  inseriton,  but  hud  our  space 
will  adniii  of  but  very  brief  extracts  from  them  this  week. 
So  far  as  we  mnv  venture  an  opinion  upon  peruaini; 
them,  the  impressions  under  which  we  peiincd  our  Inst 
week's  article,  are  streii»ihened,  if  not  conhrnied  VVe 
believe  that  the  British  govcrnmenl  will  agree  to  ilie  49ih 
parallel.  ,   ,  .      , 

They  will  no  doubt  ask  for  some  compensatinn  lor  im- 
provements nwde  by  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  iu  the 
territory  thereby  conceded  lous,  and  perhaps,  also,  some 
privile'Jes  of  navigation,  for  which  equivalents  may  be 
found  In  similar  grants  north  of  the  4aiii  parallel,  or 

elsewhere.  r  ,      ,        j        .r 

The  main  question,  that  of  the  boundary,  tAe  oio»er- 
ship  of  the  territort/.  being  agreed  upon,  there  can  be  no 
serious  difficulty  as  to  the  minor  questi.ins.  We  well  re- 
collect a  question  as  to  allowing  to  Irancc  the  Iree  na- 
vigation of  the  Mississippi  river,  under  the  Injaly  by 
which  the  United  States  obtained  Louisiana.  It  was 
warinlv  urged  at  the  time,  as  an  objection  to  the  treaty. 
Mr  Jefferson  did  not  consider  it  of  much  importance, 
and  France  wa.a  allowed  so  to  prescribe.  01  what  us« 
was  it  to  her?     Or  what  injury  to  us? 

Compare  the  importance  of  such  a  provision  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Mississippi  with  that  of  the  navigation  ot  the 
Columbia  which  by  nature,  le  so  obstructed,  that  it  is 
exceedingly  doubtful  whether  it  codd  ever  be  of  irn- 
Dortance  to  u  i.aiiou  so  remote  as  Great  tintatn.  At 
least  It  will  not  bo  so  within  the  next  half  century,  anu 
by  that  time  otht  r  statesmen  will  find  means  to  secure 
our  interests  in  the  premises,  or  other  inieresis  to  bear 
upon  any  controversy  about  It.  ■,--,,. 

We  were  surprised  by  the  leading  article  in  Ihurs- 
day  night's  ['n!o?i,  commencing  thus: — 

"OuiNJtJS.  We  Slop  the  press,  that  we  may  give  to 
the  American  people  without  a  siiigle  day's  delay,  the 
followi.ia  extract,  just  put  in  our  hands  1  he  euit  .r 
goes  on  to  vouch  tot  the  wiiter's  naving    ihe  amplest  op 


would  have  to  be  considered. 


FOREIGN. 


The  steamer  Cambria,  lelt  Liverpool  on  the  19lh 
April  with  nearly  100  passengers,  30  of  whom  land- 
ed at  Halifax  on  Ihe  Ist  instant.  Some  additional 
ones  were  taken  on  board  there  for  Boston.  About 
midnight  2d  inst.  running  at  half  speed,  weather 
foggy,  just  as  she  was  about  stopping  to  sound,  she 
struck  the  beach  oti'  Truro,  five  miles  south  of  High- 
land Light,  Cape  Cod.  It  was  perfectly  calm  at  the 
ti.iie  but  quite  a  swell  was  prevailing— half  tide,  on 
the  rise.  She  headed  to  the  south.  Anchors^werc 
sent  out  and  every  effort  made  to  get  her  otf.  At 
high  tide,  about  6  o'clock  next  raoniiug,  her  stern 
swung  round,  and  she  lay  broadside  on,  and  within 
200  yards  of  the  beach.  George  G.  Blake  Esq.,  of 
Boston,  and  Capt.  Chester,  passengers,  landed,  took 
horses  to  riyniouth,  and  thence  by  cars  reached  Bos- 
ton. Tow  boats,  steamboats,  and  a  heavy  corps  of 
seamen  were  immediately  despatched  to  the  relief 
of  the  Cambria.  The  steamer  R.  B.  Forbes,  Capt. 
Fowler,  found  the  Cambria  laying  as  above,  on  Mon- 
day morning,  all  efforts  having  proved  as  yet  una- 
vailing to  get  her  off.  About  100  tons  of  coal  had 
been  thrown  overboard  which  lightened  her  about 
six  inches  Captain  Fowler  anchored  with  60  fa- 
thom chain,  took  out  large  anchor  and  dropped  it, 
and  backed  it  with  the  stern  anchor  bent  on  the 
large  cable,  and  carried  it  on  board  the  Cambria.— 
Both  boats  were  put  under  full  head  of  steam,  the 
R.  B.  Fowler  heaving  at  the  windlass— and  in  half 
an  hour,  5  o'clock,  F.  M..  the  Cambria  was  hove 
off  with  three  cheers.  The  strainer  Mayflower,  ar-^ 
rived  just  iu  time  to  join  m  th«heering.  Part  of 
the  freight  of  the  Cambria   was  taken  on  board  the 

^prrru"nit;;s  which  any  one  could  desi're  for  ascertai.ng  ll:-"a?d":rn\  Vn"''bTox":a.l:,"^L'trpl;mo''ur, 
b!!"T&ler,^^ora:rir^r^U^ra!^X-^^.r\X.^ 
ed  London,  April  l'<Ih.  It  coiifidenily  predicts,  ih.T.he- 
f„re  ai  o  i  e  month,  tie  Feel  min.slry  « ill  le  succeei  ei  jy 
Lord  John  Russell  and  Lord  Fa'nierston,  and  stales  that 
the  latter  is  now  in  Paris,  arranging  wiih  Louis  Phihppe 
and  Guizot,  lor  securing  the  bullaiice  of  power  on  Ihe 
western  coiuineiil.  The  writer  charges  upon  the  pro- 
era; 


BSIern  coiUineiii.  i  ne  wriier  un.i^ca  "f"..  '■■- f", 
u.astination  of  the  naked  Oregon  notice,  the  tailure  ol 
all  hope  of  an  amicable  settlement,  and  concludes  with 
the  gloomie.-'l  anticipations.  Take  .t  a  together,  this  ar- 
ticle of  the  Union's  is  the  most  panic-like  ol  any  thing 
we  have  seen  from  the  press  of  this  country. 

Relations  with  Mexico-  So  far  as  the  intelli- 
gence from  the  border,  which  wjll  be  found  in  our 
pages  goes,  matters  seem  to  be  still  verging  tow  aids 
a  vvar.  Nor  have  wp  any  thing  of  a  mure  pacific 
character  from  Mexico  Paredes  professes  lo  be 
wailing  now  lor  the  new  Mexican  congress  to  assem- 
ble without  whose  authority  he  has  not  the  power 
lo  declare  or  commence  war.  however  iusl  and  ne 
cessary  he  may  consider  the  measure.  His  officers 
upon  Ihe  Riu  Grande  profess  lo  be  acting  under  slricl 
orders,  not  to  commence  offensive  oferalioni,  but  to  act 
enlirely  on  the  defensive. 

Gen.  Taylor,  on  our  side,  has  made  the  like  as 
Buriinces  to  the  Mexican  aulborities.  The  President 
of  the  United  Stales,  like  Paredes,  has  no  authority 
to  commence  war  wilhout  direction  from  congress. 
Our  late  minister,  Mr.  Si-ideI-l,  on  hii  return  from 
Mexico,  has  hailed  al  his  home,  m  Louisiaua,  instead 
of  repairing  to  the  seat  of  government.  VVe  have 
po  noliceof  the  correspondence  anJ  communications 
which  he  no  doubt  forwarded  to  the  president,  hav- 
ing as  vet  been  communicated  Ip  congress.  'Ihe 
prosK^eot  and  his  cabinet  will  np  doubt  review  the 
entire  posture  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  weigh 
ireli  the  responsibilities  which  belong  to  »  recom 
■  inundation  to  congrass,  to  oompromit  the  existing 
peace  of  the  tsorld,  by  proposing  a  declaration  ol 
war,  even  against  Mexico.  Bspecially  iu  the  pre- 
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harbor  on  Tuesday  morning,  having  sustained  little 
or  no  injury.  She  advertises  lo  leave  for  Liverpool 
on  her  regular  day. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Europe  is  siM  to  be  generally  tranquil.     The  Lon 
don  Kxaminer,  IU  allusion  to  the  United  Slates  sajs, 
'England  loves  peace,  but  is  ready  for  war." 

The  English  people  are  engrossed  by  their  own 
public  affairs,  and  the  excitement  upon  the  corn  laws 
and  the  Irish  coercion  bill  had  reached  such  a  pitch 
that  il  was  expected  Sir  Robert  Peel  would  have  to 
retire  from  his  position  al  the  head  of  affairs.  The 
opposition  to  his  measures  was  expected  to  be  led  by 
Lord  Stanley. 

The  steamer  Ilibernia  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the 
14ih  of  April-  Her  news  from  Ihe  U.  States  lo  the 
1st,  was  considered  pacific. 

Parlhrnenl.  The  house  of  commons  after  Easter 
recess  met  on  the  Hlh.  when  the  Irish  coercion  bill 
was  postponed  lo  the  30th.  Affairs  in  Ireland  are 
assuming  a  serious  aspect.  Sir  R.  Peel  look  occa- 
sion to  remark  in  debate,  thst  government  had  or- 
dered a  supply  of  Indian  corn  and  American  oat 
meal  for  Ireland,  and  that  the  attention  of  govern- 
menl  by  night  and  by  dqy.  had  been  given  lo  the  me- 
lancholy condition  of  their  sister  country. 

Several  large  cargoes  of  Indian  corn  had  arrived 
in  Ireland. 

Ireland.- The  news  is  distressing— in  some  parts 
of  Tipperary,  the  peasantry,  unable  to  resist  longer 
the  cravings  of  hunger,  have  brolteo  into  the  shops 
and  helped  themselves.  The  town  of  Clonraell  is  in 
a  state  of  siege,  and  the  poor  starving  peop'e  af* 
only  kept  down  by  the  fear  of  the  bayonet.  Meet- 
ings are  being  held  in  various  p^rls  to  devise  means 
to  arrest  Ihe  progress  of  the  evil,  and  procure  work 
an,i  food  for  Ihia  now  blaiviug  peaaaotry.  A  meel- 
lug  at  Walerford  wns  held  on  the  7ib,  the  mayor  lu 


the  chair,  to  adopt  measures  to  meat  the  exinling 
deslitution  in  the  borough.  A  local  relief  committee 
was  appointed.  During  the  proceedings,  the  fol- 
lowing observations  were  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Shehan:  "There  was  never  such  dealitulion  in  the 
city  as  there  is  at  present.  Show  ma  a  mason,  car- 
penter, or  any  other  tradesman  employed.  I'he  ar- 
tisans have  no  employment,  and  consequently  they 
are  in  a  slate  of  deslitution.  I  took  the  trouble  of 
examining  the  reports  of  the  Farming  Institution, 
and  I  found  that  in  March,  1843,  potatoes  of  Ihe  best 
quality  were  sold  at  2jd.  a  stone;  in  1814,  al  42d.; 
in  1845  at  3jd.;  and  now,  this  year,  they  are  as  high 
as  7d.  to  bjd.  by  retail,  and  it  is  by  retail  that  the 
poor  buy  them.  As  there  is  no  employment,  and 
prices  are  so  very  high,  there  must  be  extreme  des- 
titution." Committees  have  been  formed  al  Bally- 
dull,  Killenkere,  and  Balleborough,  County  Cavan. 
Accounts  pour  in  upon  us  daily  of  the  increasing  dis- 
tress. In  many  places  there  are  no  potatoes  left — in 
none  will  the  fast  peril^hing  root  be  found  alter  May. 
A  Casllebar  paper  has  the  following,  headed  famine 
in  .Mayo:  "This  gaunt  and  long  dreaded  scourge  has 
at  last  broken  forth.  Wo  have  been  written  to  from 
several  parts  of  Ihis  exlensive  county,  by  gentlemen 
upon  whose  veracity  we  place  the  most  implicit  re- 
liance, giving  the  most  awful  accounts  of  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  people  at  this  early  period  of  the  year. 
Even  at  Turlougb,  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  this  town,  many  families  are  at  this  moment,  wo 
learn,  without  food;  and  the  wretched  sufferers  are  in 
vain  endeavoring  to  get  provisions  in  time,  that  their 
children  may  not  die!  At  the  market  of  Casllebar  on 
Saturday  last,  provisions  which  were  hitherto  consi- 
durcd  reasonable,  rose  lo  an  alarming  height — pota- 
toes from  22d.  to  5d.  per  stone,  and  oat  meal  from 
13  to  IGs.  per  cwt. 

A  great  riot  has  taken  place  atClonmell,  in  which 
an  attack  was  made  on  some  mills  and  shops  in 
that  town  and  neighborhood,  and  several  of  them 
plundered  by  the  mob.  A  meeting  was  held  in  the 
court-house  al  Cloomell — Captain  Osborne,  J.  P., 
in  the  chair.  A  subscription  list  was  entered  in- 
to and  over  500i.  subscribed,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  employment  lo  the  inhabitants  in  its  vicinity 
alone. 

The  repeal  association  bad  its  usual  weekly  meet- 
ing on  Monday,  April  13.     Mr.  O'Connell  ivas  pre- 
sent, and  spoke  very  forcibly  agaii.st  lbs  coercion  bill. 
The  rent  was  upwards  of  SOO  pounds. 
FRANCE. 

The  naliouai  debt  of  France,  amounts  to  8,000,- 
000,000  francs— nearly  §1,500.000,000. 

Jlnotlur  atlemft  on  the  life  of  tin  king.  About  half 
past  five  o'clock.  April  16.  as  Louis  Philippe  was  re- 
tiMiiing  from  his  drive  in  the  forest  of  Fontainbleau, 
a  viu,i  seated  upon  the  wall  fired  at  the  king.  The 
queen,  princess  Adelaide,  Dutches  of  Nemours,  and 
the  prince  and  princess  of  Solerno,  were  in  the  car- 
riage with  him.  Several  balls  struck  inside  the 
carriage — no  one  was  injured.  The  assassin  was  ar- 
rested. 

Lord  Brougham  and  Lord  Palroerston,  were  both 
in  Paris,  attracting  much  attention. 

AFRICA. 

Liberia.  The  barque  Chatham,  left  N.  York  on  the 
Ist  inst.,  with  supplies  from  the  liberal  of  that  commu- 
nity for  the  75C  slaves  captured  in  tlie  b.irque  Pons;  and 
at  present  quartered  upon  the  people  ol  Mi/iirovia.  One 
unknown  contribution  sent  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tyng,  first 
8800,  and  afterwards  $200  more,  to  be  employed  for  the 
objeol- 

Monrovia  dales  to  the  11th  February,  have  been  re- 
ceived- "The  Luminary,''  of  January  13th,  contains 
Governor  Robert's  message  lo  the  legislature,  as  long 
and  as  well  written  as  the  annual  messages  of  many  of 
our  gi.ivernors.  He  complains  of  British  encrofichtrients, 
and  of  their  denial  of  the  sovereignty  of  llie  colony, 
which  he  manfully  maintains.  He  represents  the  colony 
as  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  active  measuroa  have 
been  taken  to  extend  its  hmits.  The  schools,  the  con- 
dition of  the  poor,  tne  judiciary,  the  militia,  and  all  the 
(laraphernalia  of  a  sovereignly  are  duly  noticed.  The 
traffic  in  ardent  spiris  Is  disapproved  of.  and  he  recom- 
mends doubling  the  duties  iliereou,  and  fixing  the  pricu 
to  sell  it  at  «100. 

Fi7iances.  The  receipts  during  the  year  amounii 
to  $8,525,  tein  '  more  than  that  of  any  previous  year. 
The  Bxpenc  iiures  ii7,536. 

Of  the  slave*  liberated  by  the  capture  of  the  Ponn, 
Governor  R.  says:  "I  beg  to  call  your  aiieniion  to  tht 
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propriety  of  adopting  some  special  regulaiione  iri  regard 
to  the  emplcynii  nt  and  management  of  those  liheraled 
Africans,  who  have  'jeen  recenily  landed  in  the  colony 
from  the  slave  ship  'Pons.'  They  are  mostly  sound  per- 
sons, who,  if  proper  attention  be  paid  lo  iheir  iruinin?, 
niay  soon  be  brou-iiht  mto  habiis  of  civilizaiion,  and  prove 
a  great  iicquisition  to  the  colony.  Many  of  them  have 
already  tieen  taken  into  th«  families  of  colonists,  lo  he 
npprenticed  at  the  next  session  of  the  probate  court — 
under  the  act  entitle^,'  *'An  act  concerning  apprentices;" 
the  provisions  of  whtch  act  amply  secure  to  them  good 
treatnient  and  siiiple  training.  I  would,  h'>wever,  re- 
eommeiid  that  suitable  persons  be  appointed  lo  the  ge- 
neral guardia.ship  of  those  apprentices,  whose  duly  it 
shall  he  to  gee  ihem  at  slated  times,  to  inquire  respecting 
their  treatment,  and  to  see  that  the  provisions  ot  the  act 
concerning  apprenrices  are  fully  carried  out  in  regard  to 
Ihem,  and  report  their  doings  semi-annually  to  the  pro- 
bate court  '* 

The  legislature  appear  to  have  been  composed  of  tee- 
totallera.  They  passed  a  law  fi.xing  the  price  of  a  license 
to  spII  spirituous  liquors  in  quantities  less  than  one  gallon 
tt  -fiSOO. 

The  Roanoke,  with  190,  emigr.mts  from  the  U.  States, 
arrived  at  Monrovia  on  the  8'h  December.  One  aged 
woman,  one  sir,l<ly  child,  and  three  men  had  died  since 
landing.  Nearly  all  had  passed  through  the  acclimating 
fever.  Mo^t  of  them  moved  to  the  land  they  drew  from 
government  soon  after  their  arrival.  The  neighborhood 
jfl  on  the  St.  Paul's,  about  nine  miles  from  his  place, 
looatfcil  on  a  rich  soil,  and  beautifully  situated.  They 
generally  are  coiilfnted,  and  industriously  preparing 
their  lami  for  farming.  Thus  far,  those  who  have  gone 
to  their  farms,  have  done  better  ihan  those  who  remain 
on  the  coast.  This  experiment  will  probably  convince 
Ihe  colored  society  of  the  practicability  and  propriety  of 
sending  emigran's  immediaiely  to  houses  prepared  for 
them  on,  or  near,  their  own  farms. 

A  grand  dinner  was  given  on  the  17ih  January,  by 
the  citizens  of  Monrovia  to  Capl.  C.  H.  Bell  and  offi- 
cers, the  captors  of  the  Pons. 


OUR    COUNTRY. 


,  The  London  Times  has  an  American  correspon- 
dent in  Paris,  whose  letters  evince  so  much  talent 
and  origmalitj  as  to  command  insertion,  although 
illy  accord  with  the  political  principles  of  the 
journal  to  which  they  are  addressed.  The  following 
specimen  of  their  spirit  will  be  read  by  his  country 
men,  on  this  as  well  as  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, with  much  zest.  The  rimes  had  inserted  an 
article  characterizing  the  speech  of  John  Quincy 
Adams  upon  the  Oregon  question,  as  "the  ravings  of 
it  tnoon-struck  madman,"  and  coinuicnting  with  se- 
verity upon  its  tenor.  This  article  our  countryman 
thus  keel-hauls: 

"To  tke  editor  of  lite  Times:  Sir— Among  olher  rea- 
•ons  for  thinking  our  government  "too  feeble  to  re- 
strain bad  impulses,  and  our  population  too  excitable 
to  be  conscious  of  consequences,"  "a  moonstruck 
madman's"  speech,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
listened  to  in  the  United  Slates  house  of  representa- 
tives, seem  with  you  to  rank  among  the  foremost. 

■Without  slopping  to  inquire  whether  it  is  his  "much 
learning  that  has  made  him  mad,"  if  Mr.  J.  Quincy 
Adams  be  really  mad  (forlearning,  even  if  his  wits  be 
disordered,  he  possessei  to  a  degree  seldom  equalled 
iu  Europe  or  America)  and  without  uttering  a  sus- 
picion, that  the  superstructure,  reared  on  such  a 
crazy  foundation,  may  be  unsound,  allow  me  lo  ask 
in  what,  and  on  what  occasion,  the  general  govern- 
ment at  Washinglon  has  exhibited  feebleness,  and 
wherein  has  our  population  betrayed  an  excitability 
which  is  regardless  of  consequences? 

Since  wo  came  into  being,  which  was  but  as  yes- 
terday in  the  history  of  nations,  it  can  be  said  with- 
out a  boast  that  there  is  not  a  quarter  of  the  globe 
that  will  not  bear  witness  to  the  strength  and  energy 
of  oui  executive  in  iu  foreign  relations.  Were  wo 
not  the  first  to  refuse  tribute  to  the  Algerine,  while 
Kurope  was  laying  its  black  mail  at  his  feet?  Did 
we  follow  or  lead  in  declaring  and   making  the  slave 

trade  subject  lo  the  penalties  of  piracy which  was 

at  least  one  step  towaida  purgation  Irom  the  black 
plague  inherited  from  our  anceslors?  Was  our  claim 
upon  the  kingdom  of  Naples  for  indemnification  suf- 
fered lo  grow  weak  through  age?  Had  France  any 
repose  till  the  iio.OOO.OOU  were  paid?  And  in  these 
latter  days,  was  not  Texas  annexed  in  spite  of  foreign 
interference? 

But,  perhap»,  the  feeble  nature  of  our  government 
dovclopus  itself  only  at  home.  Well,  then,  at  home. 
Did  it  nol  quell  a  most  portentous  insurrection  in 
PennsylvaDia,  and  that,  too,  while  its  powers  were 
in  their  infancy,  without  shedding  a  sinulo  drop  of 
blood?  Did  il  nut,  in  its  full  strength,  stifle  South 
Carolina's  nullification  scheme  with  a  menace?  Did 
it  not  easily  crush  a  monster  bank  coospirucy'  and 
filially,  has  il  not  recently,  in  scorn  of  domestic  op- 
position, added  a  new  tetriluiy  to  its  own? 

Should  wcaUucss  in  the  art  of  dufonco  ever  be 
••liargcd    8gaiD»t  it,   the  voices  from  Eii;ilioh  graves 


throughout  the  country,  honored  wherever  found, 
would  induce  many  not  to  gainsay  the  slander.  And 
if  its  power  of  oHence  be  doubled  or  forgotten,  not 
the  wide  ocean  alone,  but  your  very  channels,  whose 
waves  almost  kiss  the  lintels  of  your  doors,  could,  if 
their  records  were  not  written  in  water,  bear  witness 
to  ils  reality.  The  smoke,  too,  from  many  a  richly 
laden  convoy  was  wafted  too  often,  with  a  notsweet 
smelling  sailor,  to  the  nostrils  of  their  armed,  but 
too  dislantguardians,  to  convict  the  aggressors  of  in- 
olTensiveness. 

As  to  the  excitability  of  a  population,  no  part  of 
which  corresponds  to  the  English  mob  or  the  French 
canaille,  and  to  none  of  whose  members  the  common 
rudiments  of  education  are  strange,  it  is  vain  to  spe- 
culate on  ils  evil  results;  for  intelligence  goes  hand 
in  hand  with  it,  and  the  cool,  calculating  spirit  of 
my  countrymen,  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  it  will 
never  lead  Ihem  into  danger. 

Tried  by  the  Procrustean  standard  of  Europe,  I 
doubt  not  that  we  should  often  be  pronounced  out  of 
measure,  and  that  even  upon  the  floor  of  congress 
certain  scenes  might  be  curtailed  to  advantage;  but 
that  "one  branch  of  the  most  important  legislative 
assembly  of  the  new  world  should  listen  with  inter- 
est and  excitement"  to  our  "lunatic"  ex-president's 
most  original  exhibition,  ought  no  more  to  raise  your 
wonder,  than  that  the  house  of  commons  should  be 
amused  by  a  ludicrous  description  of  a  noble  lord's 
coal  hole  escapade,  or  that  it  should  now  and  then 
uproarously  cheer  on  "Young  England's"  champion, 
to  badger  a  man  who  is  to  him  like  Jupiter  to  a  re- 
jected satellite. 

As  in  common  with  my  countrymen  here,  I  no 
longer  regard  the  Oregon  question  as  a  war  question, 
with  your  permission,  1  will  add  a  line  or  two  re- 
specting what  is  described  by  you  to  be  "the  threat- 
ening slate  of  our  relations  wilh  Mexico."  Your  in- 
telligent correspondent  in  that  unhappy  country 
might  have  told  you,  that  as  against  a  more  power- 
ful antagonist  it  is  more  helpless  than  a  wailing 
child,  whether  for  oflTence  or  defence,  because  it  is 
like  a  "house  divided  against  itself;"  that  it  can  no 
more  prevent  the  flood  of  emigration  from  the  states 
into  California,  and  its  consequences,  be  they  what 
they  may,  than  could  the  red  man  close  his  forests 
against  the  inundation  of  the  whiles;  and  that,  though 
it  may  declare  war  till  it  is  "hoarse  with  calling,"  it 
can  never  moke  it,  unless  perchance,  which  1  do  not 
suspect,  some  European  nations  come  to  ils  aid,  and 
then,  without  time  even  lo  see  the  forecast  shadow 
of  coming  events,  one  universal  howl  of  war,  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  will,  for  many  a  year  be 
heard,  smothering  in  its  death  echo  the  voice  of 
peace.  ^^ 

Our  "democral^pretences,"  I  sincerely  believe, 
are  entirely  misunderstood  in  Europe,  especially  as 
they  regard  territory.  We  want  none  of  your  pos- 
sessions, and  Canada  we  should  be  much  less  thank- 
ful for  than  yourselves  would  be  to  get  honorably  rid 
of  a  colony,  which  is  ravenous  as  a  horse-leech  and 
ungrateful  as  its  own  soil. 

No!  pretences,  unjust  pretences,  if  they  have  an 
existence,  time  will  show  that  they  are  not  on  our 
side.  But  in  the  eyes  of  some,  because  we  are  pro- 
fessed republicans,  and  having  power,  choose  to  use 
it  as  to  us  seems  best,  we  therefore  and  our  claims 
are  arrogance  itself;  and,  because  we  will  not  that 
kings  or  nobles  should  have  dominion  over  us  we 
are  for  that  reason  "of  the  earth  earlhlv,"  and  on 
the  high  road  to  anarchy  and  confusion.'  What  is 
most  "strange  and  unnatural"  is,  that  it  is  nol  those 
who  are  divinely  hedged  about  and  stand  in  high 
places,  that  are  in  general  our  self  deluded  or  mali 
cious  traducers;  but  mere  men,  unnobled  and  untitled 
men  like  ourselves,  who,  having  sucked  in  wilh  their 
mother's  milk  an  overweening  reverence  lor  rank, 
cannot  bear  lo  see  others,  void  of  sympathy  for  their 
weakness,  asserting  and  maintaining  the  dignity  of 
their  common  nature.  Most  respeclfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant.  A  "STATES'  AIAN." 

The  Times,  on  giving  place  to  the  above,  thus  ac- 
counts to  his  readers  on  one  hand,  and  aitemvts  to 
ward  olfon  the  olher. 

"The  plain  principle  of  oudi  alleram  partem  has  in- 
duced us  to  publish  a  letter  on  the  political  institu- 
tions of  the  United  Slates,  which  will  be  found  in 
another  place,  over  the  signature  of  a  "  'Slates' 
man."  Hut  without  this,  the  letter  itself  has  intrin 
sic  merits,  both  of  thought  and  style,  which  make  it 
well  deserving  of  a  place  in  our  columns.  The 
writer  has  studied  wilh  eBect  Ihe  history  of  his  coun- 
try, and  with  no  lilile  art  concentrales  Into  one  focus 
the  scaltered  rays  ol  light  that  shed  a  lustre  upon 
the  general  government  of  the  Union.  Neverthe- 
less, if  thedelence  lo  our  charge  (which  we  now 
repeat)— that  the  United  Stales  government  is  "loo 
leeble  to  restrain  bad  impulses"— be  no  stronger 
thau  It  app.aia  id  his  hands,  we  shall  hardly  le  per- 


I  suaded  to  withdraw  the  accusation.     It  may  he  true, 
I  and  it  is  strictly  true,  that  republics  have  often  exhi- 
[  bited  the  most  deliberate  wisdom  of  design,  and  the 
I  utmost  rapidiiv   of  execution.     We  do  not  deny  to 
the  cabinet  at  Washington  in  times  gone  by,  a  con- 
siderable   measure   of  si'ccess,   nor   to   the   roll   of 
American  presidents  the  occasional  merits  of  slales- 
I  raanship.    The  power  and  the  active  energy  of  a  de- 
mocracy are  itsconspicuons  and  undoubted  elements. 
'  But  the   question  is,  does  there  exist  in  such  a  con- 
stitution  that  check,  that  tiis  incrlid,  which  are  ne- 
cessary to  restrain  the  popular  impulse,  or  at  least  to 
guide  it  in  the  right  direction?     We  believe  that  this 
'  needful  force  does  not  exist  in  the  United  Slates;  and 
it  is  this  belief,  far   more   than   any  conviction  of  a 
really  warlike  feeling  in  the  government  itself,  that 
prevents  us  from  regarding  an  American  war  as  im- 
possible." 

A  reply  to  the  "States'  min's  letter  afterwards 
;  appeared  in  the  Times,;  over  the  signature  of  M.  J. 
j  II.  This  was  promptly  and  duly  attended  to  by  the 
1  American,  at  Paris,  who  congratulates  the  writer  as 
"a  fortunate  man,"  in  being,  (as  he  styles  himself,) 
a  "large  nolder  of  American  securities."  In  giving 
bis  reasons  for  deeming  these  securities  good,  the 
"  'States'  man"  says — ■ 

"The  bankrupt  states,  it  must  console  him  to 
know,  will,  if  they  remain  defaulters  a  moment 
longer  than  slern  necessity  demands,  have  public 
opinion  throughout  the  Union  tocontencl  against — no 
mean  antagonist,  when  it  is  considered  that  its  sway 
is  more  powerful  wilh  us  than  wilh  any  other  peo- 
ple under  the  sun;  then,  in  a  very  few  years  their 
rapidly  increasing  population,  added  to  their  incal- 
culable sources  of  wealth,  will  make  the  paymentof 
their  debts  so  easy,  that  there  will  not  be  room  to  as- 
sume to  themselves  even  a  virtue  in  doing  il;  and  the 
last,  though  nol  least  firm  ground  I  go  upon  is,  that 
their  interests,  about  which  they  are  so  "careful," 
will  imperatively  demand  that  justice  to  their  credi- 
tors be  done,  in  a  single  word,  they  cannot  aSbrd 
to  be  dishonest." 

He  says  that  a  resentful  fancy  alone,  has  conjured 
up  the  charge  of /raiid  against  the  United  States;  and 
if  M.  J.  H.  is  desirous  of  informing  himself  on  the 
subject  of  slate  insolvency,  he  advises  him  to  con- 
sult the  records  of  the  Bank  of  England,  after  which, 
il  is  conjectured,  he  will  admit,  that  "if  the  fifth  of 
a  century  was  requited  by  the  richest  country  in  the 
world  to  redeem  its  plighted  faith,  a  little  space  may 
well  be  allowed  to  a  few  infant  states,  with  nothing 
but  broad  lands  and  brawny  arms  to  depend  upon, 
wherein  to  collect  their  "hundred  pieces  of  silver." 
The  whole  reply  is  very  forcible  and  pungent.  The 
writer,  who  ever  he  may  be,  is  doing  his  country 
good  service  in  meeting  her  slanderers  so  ably  and 
successfully,  upon  the  very  field  of  their  labors. 


BREAD  STUFF; 


We  devoted  some  columns  of  the  Register  a  few 
months  since  to  an  examination  of  the  probable  effects 
of  the  failure  of  tlie  crops  in  1 845  in  England  and 
Ireland,  upon  our  Agriculturists,  and  endeavored  to 
demonstrate  that  it  w  as  the  true  policy  of  both  pro- 
ducei-s  and  dealers  in  grain,  in  tliis  country,  to  accept 
the  prices  then  offered,  and  ship  our  surplus,  instead 
of  waiting  with  the    expectation  that  prices   would 

advance  as  the  stores  of  Europe  become  exliausted 

The  data  furnished  lo  oiu'  readers  on  the  orcasion 
were  reliatile  and  the  result  has  proved  the  accuracy 
of  our  deductions.  Oiu-  own  harvest,  and  a  beautiful 
one  it  promises  to  be,  will  be  ready  for  the  reapers 
in  six  weeks.  Ten  weeks  will  bring  new  flour  to 
market.  Mean  time  the  advance  which  thousands, 
so  confidently  calculated  upon  occurring  in  Europe 
as  to  retain  their  grain  or  flour  up  to  this  period,  so 
fai'  from  being  realized,  has  left  them  no  adternative 
but  to  submit  to  much  lower  prices  than  could  then 
have  been  obtained.  Flour  at  N.  Y'ork  will  only 
command  S4,6'2  l-"2  at  present.  Good  red  wheat  in 
the  Baltimore  muikets  85  a  92cts.;  lUO  a  105  for 
white.     Flour  is  down  to  §4,12  1-2. 

The  following  are  our  latest  advices  from  Europe. 

Limynnl  .Jynii  \{th. — Sales  of  15,000  bbls.  N. 
Orleans  Flour  at  24s — and  15,000  bis.  red  wheat 
from  New  York,  at  6s.  7d.  per  701b.  bul.  Indian 
Corn  in  great  demand.  American  Meal  much  sought 
for,  none  here.  Laid  depressed.  Cheese  stUcablc  at 
a  decline.  Flaxseed  45s.  a  47s.  6d. 

Liverpool  ,'lprU  ISlli- — A  better  feeling  in  our  Corn 
miu'kct,  and  prices  ratlicr  advanced.  Indian  Corn 
to-day  is  Is.  to  2s.  per  ISO  lb.  deai-er  than  on  this 
day  sennight.  On  tlie  17tli  Englisli  Wheat  2d.  per 
70  lbs.  dearer.  Canadian  Flour  in  good  demand  at 
an  improvement  of  fjil.  per  bbl.  Indian  Corn  still 
moving  off   freely  into  hands  of    English  and  Irish 
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buyers,  fully  supported  previous  quotations.  A  cargo 
of  American  Wheat  sold  at  7s.  per  70  lbs.,  and  a  few 
hundred  bbls.  U.  S.  Flour  broiight  26s.  per  bbl.,only 
sales  to-day  in  bond.  We  quote  U.  S.  Flour,  sweet, 
in  bond,  32s.  a  32s.  Gd.;  Lidian  Corn  o8s.  a  -lis.  per 
480  lbs. 

Memoramlum  of  prices  oftvluat  and  flour  in  the  spring 
0/1845,  compared  with  the  spring  of  1846. 

The  weekly  average  prices  of  wheat  in  England  on 
the  3d  April,  184.5,  was  quoted  in  the  Marklane  Ex- 
press at  45s  lOd  per  quarter  and  on  the  3d  April, 
1846,  they  quoted  at  55s.  5d.  per  quarter. 

Baring,  Brothers  &  Co.  quoted  the  price  of  foi-eipn 
wheat  in  bond  on  the  3d.  ,4pril,  1845,  at  3s  6d  a  4s 
6d  per  70  lbs.  The  same  house  quotes  the  price  of 
foreign  red  wheat  on  the  same  day,  1846  at  46s  a  50s 
per  quai-ter — equal  to  5s  9d  to  6s  3d  per  bushel,  or 
43  lOd  to  5s  3d.  per  70  lbs.  American  flour  in  bond 
on  the  3d  AprU,  1845,  at  17s  6d  to  19s  per  bbl — 
on  the  3d  April,  1846,  at  27s  to  28s  per  bbl. 

In  1844-4.5  there  was  scarcely  any  flour  exported 
to  England  from  the  United  States, — but  in  1845-6 
some  500,000  or  600,000  bbls.  have  already  been  ex- 
ported from  the  irnited  States  to  England.  On  first 
and  fourth  .May,  1845,  flour  in  New  York  sold  at 
§4  5-8;  and  on  4th  May,  1 846,  same  price. 

The  following  article,  from  the  Cincinnati  Chron- 
icle of  .\pril  28,  goes  to  show  how  very  erroneous  ai-e 
many  of  the  general  impressions  in  this  Country  in 
relation  to  the  value  of  dill'erent  foreign  markets  to 
our  Grain  giawers: — 

The  Free  Traders  of  both  England  and  America 
are  aware  that  unless  an  extensive  and  profitable 
market  for  American  Grain  can  be  found  in  Great 
Britain,  no  great  reduction  of  the  American  Tariff 
will  be  sustained  by  the  American  people.  They 
know  that  the  etlect  of  reducing  our  Tarifl"  is  to  in- 
crease the  importation  of  British  fabrics;  and  so  far, 
to  diminisli,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  prevent  the  increase 
of  American  Manufactures — the  Home  Market  and 
the  largest  market  of  .\merican  Produce.  They  say, 
it  is  better  for  us  to  have  our  work-shops  in  Europe. 
Why?  It  is  not  better  for  American  Mechanics, 
Artizans  and  ilanufacturers;  for  their  business  is  just 
so  far  discouraged.  W\\o  is  it  better  for?  They  say, 
the  Farmers,  who  will  export  grain  to  feed  these 
workmen  of  the  "workshops  of  Europe."  But  Farm- 
ers know  that  the  men  and  women  who  make 
broad  cloths,  hats,  shoes,  paper,  iron,  &c.,  will  eat 
just  as  much  bread,  and  rather  more,  if  they  live  in 
America  than  if  they  live  in  England.  Why,  tlien,  is  it 
better  for  the  Farmer  to  keep  our  workshops  inEurope? 
Why,  tlie  last  resort,  when  driven  from  all  other  argu- 
ment, is,  that  the  foreign  fabrics  are  cheaper.  This,  is 
denied.  But  suppose  it  true.  What  then?  if  the  Farmer 
gains  ten  dollars  a  year  on  one  hand,  and  loses  but  a 
small  part  of  his  home  market,  he  is  a  loser  by  the 
bargain.  He  knows  this;  and  hence  the  great  object 
of  the  Free  Traders,  both  in  England  and  America, is 
}o  convincL"  the  American  Farmer  that  he  is  to  have 
an  extended  market  in  England  for  his  p-oducts.  This  is 
the  whole  of  the  argument.  If  it  be  not  convincing, 
the  battle  fails. 

We  aflirm  that  there  ai'e  no  facts,  and  not  even  a 
tolerable  argument,  to  sustain  the  theory  of  Free 
Trade,  in  tlie  present  state  of  Civilization.  We  shall 
examine. 

1 .  The  facts  of  the  case; 

2.  And  then  the  tlieory. 

1.  As  to  the  fads,  they  belong  altogether  to  the 
past  err  the  presrnt.  They  cannot  t)e  drawn  from  the 
future,  because  the  future  has  never  come.  It  is  one 
of  the  ways  of  mere  theorists  to  supply  by  a  bold 

jaredUtlon  the  total  want  of  either  fact  or  argument 

They  take  refuge  in  the  clouds  of  Imagination  when 
they  are  driven  from  the  Castle  of  Reason. 

The  FIRST  FACT  is  that  our  trade  with  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  in  Wheat  or  Flour,  is  ai.siost 
KOTHisG,  compared  witii  the  magnitude  of  our  crops. 
We  have  before  us  the  last  Treasury  Report  on  the 
Commerce  and  .Vavigntion  of  the  United  States — an 
authentic  docinuent,  compiled  with  great  care.  It 
shows  the  commerce  of  tlie  United  States  in  each  par- 
ticular article,  with  each  district  of  the  earth.  Here 
is  the  document  to  show  the  magnitude  and  increase 
of  the  American  Wheat  and  Flour  tiade.  If  it  cannot 
be  shown  il'ora  that,  it  cannot  be  sbown  from  any 
thing  in  the  past. 

Now,  this  Treasury  Report  gives  tlie  following  au- 
ihentic  statement,  for  the  commercial  year,  ending 
the  oOth  of  June,  1845 — the  last  one: 


EXPORT  OF  FLOUR  AMD  WHEAT. 

Flour — bbls.       Wheat — bus. 
To  England,  35,335  2,010 

To  Scotland,  20  00 


Total,  3.5,355  2,010 

Wicre  is  tha  reader  who  does  not  look  with  aston- 
ishment at  this  statement,  after  all  the  noise  and  balj- 
ble  of  the  Free  Traders,  both  in  England  and  .\merica? 
Were  any  set  of  theorists  ever  driven  into  a  hole  more 
contemptibly  small?  Could  there  be  any  fact  to  sus- 
tain a  theorj-  more  HouKupatliically  little?  The  whole 
amount  of  all  the  Flour  and  Wlieut  exported  to  Eng- 
land, Scotland  and  Ireland,  in  the  last  ciinmercial 
year,  was  only  equal  to  what  is  consumed  by  twenty- 
hve  thousand  people.' 

The  SECOND  FACT  is  that  Oie  whole  amount  of  Flour 
exported  to  Great  Britain  docs  not  equal  that  export- 
ed to  Cuba,  nor  even  that  ei-jmrted  to  tlic  tilth  and  much 
ahiised  hland  of  Haijli. 

To  Great  Britain,  as  above  35,355 

To  Cuba  47,795 

To  Hayti  53,156 

Yes.' — The  little  Negro  Island  of  St.  Domingo  takes 
fifty  per  cent,  more  flour  directly  from  the  United 
States,  than  does  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.'.' 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  there  is  an  indirect  trade 
tlirough  Canada.  Well.  We  shall  see  what  that  is. 
The  first  observation  to  be  made  upon  that  is,that  all 
the  profits  of  that  trade,  as  a  commercial  operation,go 
to  Canada,  and  all  the  advantage  of  its  carriage.  Is 
that  a  trade  which  the  American  Farmer  wishes  to 
encourage?  No.  No  American  can  consent  vol- 
untai-ily  to  give  up  Manufactures,  Trade,  Navigation 
and  all.' 

But  let  us  see  what  that  is.  It  is  extremely  difii- 
cult  to  distinguish  as  to  what  precisely  comes  of 
American  Flour  carried  to  Canada.  But  we  will 
grant  that  it  all  goes  to  England. 

The  THIRD  fact  is  tliat  all  the  flour  exported  to  the 
Brilish  American  Colonies  is  not  equal  to  what  is  ex- 
ported to  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  settlements  in 
America  and  the  West  Indies. — Thus: 

British  American  Colonies  287,597 

Cuba  47,795 

Hayti  53,156 

Brazil  209,845 


310,796 

Thus  these  Southern  neighbors  of  the  United  States 
take  more  flour  of  us  than  Engird,  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land, directly  and  indirectly.' 

Tlie  West  Indies  and  Brazil  take  dimble  the  flour  of 
the  United  States  whicli  Great  Britain  and  the  Car.adas 
take.  The  idea  of  looking  to  Great  Britain  as  an  im- 
portant market  for  American  flour,  is,  so  far  .as  we  can 
reason  from  past  experience,  fallacious  in  the  extreme. 
But  this  is  not  all.  These  facts  show  prospectively 
that  there  is  not  much  reason  to  suppose  the  abroga- 
tion of  the  Corn  Laws  will  produce  any  great  increase 
of  the  American  Grain  Trade  with  Great  Britain. — 
For  flour  is  introduced  in  these  Soutliern  countries 
under  high  duties,  because  it  is  needed.  England  needs 
a  certain  amount  of  grain  and  flour  also.  Why  do  not 
the  United  States  supply  it?  It  is  not  the  duties;  for 
the  duties  exist  yet  more  in  those  places  where  our 
floiu-  is  exported.'  It  is  simply  and  only  the  com- 
petition of  grain  from  Northern  Europe,  which  shuts 
out  ours;  and  from  this  difficulty  the  repeal  of  the  Corn 
Laws  will  not  relieve  us. 


MR.    WEBSTER'S    VINDICATION 

OF    THE    TREATY    OF    WASHINGTON,   OF    1842. 


In  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates, 
on  llie  6th  and  llh  of  April,  1846. 
Mr.  Webster  rose  and  said:  It  i!  altogether  un- 
expected to  me,  Mr.  President,  to  find  it  to  be  my 
duty,  here,  and  at  this  lioie,  to  defend  the  treaty  of 
Wafliinglon  of  1842,  and  the  correspondence  accom- 
panying the  nesoiiblion  of  Ihal  treaty.  U  is  a  past 
transaciion.  Four  years  tiave  almost  elapsed  since 
the  treaty  received  llie  sanction  of  the  senate,  and 
became  the  la*  of  the  land.  While  before  the  sen- 
ate, it  was  discussed  with  much  earnealnesa  and  very 
great  ability.  For  its  ratification,  it  received  the 
voles  of  five  sixths  of  the  whole  senate,  a  greater 
majority,  1  believe  I  m.Ty  say,  than  was  ever  before 
found  tor  any  disputed  Ireaiy.  From  lliat  day  to 
this,  although  1  had  had  a  han.l  in  the  negotiation  of 
the  treaty,  and  felt  it  to  be  a  transaction  will)  vchich 
my  own  reputation  was  intimately  connected,  I  hate 


been  willing  to  leave  i(  to  the  judgment  of  the  na- 
tion. There  were,  it  is  true,  sir,  some  things  of 
"liiolj  1    .ave  not  complained,  and  do  not  complain, 

bin   «!,;);  nevertheless,   were  subjecls  of  regret 

riie  papers  acconipaiiying  the  treaty  were  volumi- 
nous. Their  publication  was  long  delayed,  waiting 
for  the  exchange  of  ralifiealions;  and,  when  finally 
published,  ihey  were  not  distribuled  lo  any  great  ex« 
lunl,  or  in  large  numbers.  The  treaty  mcanlime — 
got  betore  thu  public  surreptitiously,  and,  with  the 
documents,  came  out  by  piece  meal  Wt  know  Itiut 
it  is  unhappily  true,  that  away  from  the  lurge  cnm- 
morcial  rilics  of  the  Albnlic  coast,  there  are  few  of 
ilie  public  prints  of  the  euunlry  which  publish  offi- 
cial piipcrs  on  such  an  uuci^iun  at  large.  I  might 
have  fell  a  natural  desire,  that  Ihu  treaty  and  the 
correspondence  could  have  been  known  and  read  by 
en  ry  one  of  my  fellow  titirens,  from  east  to  west, 
and  from  north  to  soulli.  But  it  was  iinposBible. — 
Nevertheless,  in  retiirniMg  to  the  senate  again,  no- 
iliing  was  farifier  from  my  purpose  Ih.in  to  renew 
tlie  discu-sion  of  any  of  tiie  topics  discussed  and  sel- 
tUd  at  that  time,  and  nothing  farther  from  my  ex- 
pectation than  to  be  called  upon  by  any  sense  of  du- 
ly lo  my  own  reputation,  and  lu  truth,  to  make  now 
an)  observations  upon  the  treaty,  or  the  correspon- 
dence. 

But  it  has  so  happened  that,  in  the  debate  on  the 
Oregon  question,  the  treaty,  and,  I  believe,  every 
■ijiiicle  in  it,  and  the  correspondence  accompanying 
Ihe  negotiation  of  that  treaty,  and,  I  believe,  every 
pari  of  il  have  been  the  subjectof  disparaging,  disap- 
proving, sometimes  contumelious  remarks  in  one  or 
Ihe  other  of  the  houses  of  congress.  Now,  with  all  my 
indisposition  to  revive  past  transactions  and  make 
them  Ihe  subjects  of  debate  here,  and  satisfied  and  in- 
deed highly  gratified  with  the  approbation  so  very  ge- 
nerally expressed  by  the  country,  at  the  time  and  ever 
since,  I  suppose  that  it  could  hardly  have  been  ex- 
pected, nevertheless,  by  anybody,  that  1  should  sit 
here  from  day  to  day,  through  the  debate,  and 
through  the  session,  hearing  staleinenla,  entirely  er- 
roneous as  to  matlers  of  fact,  and  deductions  from 
these  supposed  facts  quite  as  erroneous,  all  tending 
lo  produce  unlavoratile  impressiuos  respecting  Ihe 
treaty,  and  the  correspondence,  and  everybody  who 
had  a  hand  in  it — 1  say,  it  could  hardly  have  been 
expected  by  anybody  thai  1  should  sit  here  and  hear 
all  this,  and  keep  my  peace.  The  coumry  known 
that  I  am  here,  it  knows  what  I  have  heard,  again 
and  "gain,  from  day  to  day;  and  if  statements  of  fact, 
wfiully  incorrect,  and  made  here,  in  my  hearing,  anU 
in  my  presence,  without  reply  or  answers  from  me, 
u  hy  shall  wc  not  hear  in  all  Ihe  conlest  u,''  parly  and 
t  cclions  hereafter,  thai  Ihis  is  a  fact,  and  Ihat  is  a 
lact,  because  il  has  been  staled  where  and  when  an 
answer  could  be  given,  and  no  answer  was  giftn?^ 
li  IS  my  purpose,  Uieretore,  to  give  an  ansvier  here 
and  now,  lo  whatever  has  been  alleged  against  the 
irealy,  or  the  correspondence. 

Mr.  President,  in  the  negotiation  of  1842,  and  in 
ihe  correspondence,  1  acied  as  secretary  of  state  un- 
der Ihe  direction,  of  course,  of  the  president  of  Ihe 
United  Slates.  But,  sir,  in  matten  of  high  impor- 
tance, I  sprink  not  from  the  responsibility  of  any- 
thing 1  have  ever  done  under  any  man's  direction.— 
Wherever  my  name  stands  1  am  ready  to  anwwer  it, 
and  to  defend  Ihat  wilh  which  it  is  connected.  1  am 
here  to-day  lo  lake  upon  myself — without  disrespect 
to  the  chief  magistrate  under  wliose  direolions  1  ac- 
ted— and  for  the  purposes  of  this  discussion,  the 
whole  responsibility  of  everything  that  lias  my  name 
connected  with  it,  in  the  negotiation  and  correspon- 
dence. Sir,  the  treat)  of  Washington  was  nol  en- 
tered into  to  settle  any — or  altogether  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  any — new,  arising  questions.  The 
matters  embraced  in  that  treaty,  and  m  the  corres- 
pondence accou.panjing  it  had  been  Intcresling  sub- 
jects in  our  foreign  relations  for  fifty  years — unset- 
tled for  fifty  years — agitating  and  annoying  the  coun- 
cils of  the  country  for  tilty  years.  And  my  firtt  duty 
ihcn,  in  entering  upon  such  remarks  as  1  think  the 
occasion  calls  lor  in  regard  lo  one  and  all  of  these 
lopics,  will  be,  lo  treat  tlie  subject  in  the  tirst  place, 
historically — lo  show  wlien  each  arose — what  has 
been  its  progress  in  'he  diploinalic  history  of  the 
country;  and  especially  to  show  in  what  posture  each 
ol  those  iiiiportnnt  subject.^  stood  at  the  time  when 
William  Heury  Harrison  acceded  to  Ihe  office  of 
president  of  the  United  Stales.  This  is  my  purpose} 
1  do  nol  intend  lo  enter  upon  any  crimination  of  gei:» 
llemeii  who  have  tilled  imporianl  situations  in  the 
executive  governiiienl  in  the  earlier,  or  in  the  more 
recent,  history  of  ihe  country.  But  I  intend  lo  show 
— in  the  progress  ol  tins  discussion — the  actual  posi- 
tion in  whicn  Ihings  were  left  in  regard  to  the  topics 
embraced  by  Iho  treaty,  and  the  correspondence  at- 
tending the  negotiation  of  it,  when  ihe  eieculive 
government  devolved  upon  General  Harrison,  and 
his  immediate  successor,  Mr.  Tyler.  ■'    -     .   i 
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Now  sir,  the  first  of  these  topics  is  the  question  of 
the  northeastern  boumiary  of  the  United  Slates, — 
The  general  history  of  that  question,  from  the  peace 
of  1783  to  this  time,  is  known  to  all  public  men,  of 
course,  and  pretty  well  understood  by  the  great  mass 
of  well  informed'persons  throughout  Ihe  country.  I 
shall  stale  it  briefly. 

'  In  the  treaty  of  peace  of  September,  1783,  the 
northern  and  eastern,  or,  perhaps,  more  properly 
speaking,  the  norlheaslern  boundary  of  the  United 
Stales,  is  thus  described,  Tiz: 

"From  the  noilhwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  viz — 
that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north 
from  the  source  of  ihe  Si.  Croix  river  to  the  high- 
lands; along  Ihe  said  highlands,  v.'hich  divide  those 
rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  Ihe  St.  Law- 
rence from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
to  the  northweslernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river; 
ihence  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty 
fifth  degree  of  norlh  latitude;  from  thence,  by  a  line 
due  west  on  said  latitude,  until  it  strikes  the  river 
Iroquois  or  Cataraquy.  liast,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn 
along  the  middle  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  from  its 
mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  to  its  source,  and  from 
its  source  directly  norlh  to  the  aforesaid  highlands." 

Such  13  the  description  of  the  norlheaslern  bound- 
ary of  the  United  Slates,  according  lo  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783.  And  il  is  quite  remarkable  that  so 
many  embarrassing  questions  should  have  arisen 
from  these  few  lines,  iind  have  been  matters  of  con- 
tioversy  for  u.oie  than  hall  a  century. 

The  tirsi  disputed  question  was — "Which,  of  the 
several  rivers  running  into  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  is  Ihe 
St.  Croiz,  menlioned  in  the  treaty?"  It  is  singular 
that  this  should  be  matter  of  dispute,  but  so  it  was. 
England  insisted  Ihat  the  Irue  Si.  Croix  was  one  riv- 
er; Ihe  United  Slates  insisted  it  was  another. 

The  second  conlioverled  question  was — "Where 
is  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  to  be  found.'" 

The  thud— "What  and  where  are  the  highlands, 
along  which  the  line  is  lo  lun,  from  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the  iiorthwesternmost  bead 
of  Connecticut  fiver;" 

The  fourth — "Of  the  several  streams  which,  flow- 
ing together,  make  up  Connecticut  river,  which  is 
that  stream,  which  ought  to  be  regarded  as  its  north- 
westerninosl  head?" 

The  fifth  was — "Are  the  rivers  which  discharge 
their  waters  into  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  rivers  'which 
fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,'  in  tiie  sense  of  the 
terms  used  in  the  treaty?" 

The  Sth  article  ol  the  treaty  between  the  United 
Slates  and  Great  Britain,  of  the  ]9lli  of  November, 
1794,  alter  tecitmg,  that  "doubis  had  arisen  what 
river  was  truly  intended  under  the  name  of  Itie  river 
St.  Croix,"  proceeded  to  provide  for  the  decision  of 
thai  question,  by  three  comniissiuners,  one  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  each  government,  and  these  two  to  choose 
a  third;  or,  if  they  could  not  agree,  then  eai  h  to 
make  his  nomination  and  decide  the  choice  by  lot. 
The  two  cojimissioners  agreed  on  a  third;  the  three 
executed  the  duly  assigned  them,  decided  what  river 
was  tnc  true  St.  Croix,  traced  it  lo  ils  source,  and 
there  eslabiisheu  a  monument.  Su  much,  then,  on 
the  eastern  line  was  settled;  and  all  the  other  ques- 
tiuna  remained  wholly  UDsellled  down  to  the  year 
}843. 

But  the  two  governments  continued  to  pursue  the 
important  and  necessary  purpose  ul  adjusting  bound- 
ary difficulties;  and  a  convention  was  negotiated  m 
London  by  Mr.  Rulus  King  and  Lord  Havvkesburj, 
and  signed  on  the  12ih  day  of  May,  18U3,  by  the  2d 
aod  3d  articles  of  which  it  was  a,^reed,  ihat  a  com- 
mission should  be  appointed,  in  the  same  manner  as 
that  provided  for  under  tlie  treaty  of  1794,  lo  wit — 
one  commissionei  to  be  appuiuted  by  England,  and 
one  by  the  United  Stales,  und  liiesc  two  lo  make 
choice  of  a  ihiid;  or,  il  lliey  could  not  agree,  each 
lo  name  the  pcrb'jii  he  proposed,  and  the  choice  lo 
be  decided  by  lot,  this  tliird  couimiesioner,  whether 
appuinled  by  choice  or  by  lot,  would,  of  course,  be 
umpire  or  ultimate  arbiter. 

Governments,  at  that  day,  in  dispute  concerning 
territorial  boundaries,  did  nut  set  out  each  wiih  the 
declaration  that  the  whole  ol  Us  own  claim  was 
clear  and  indisputable;  whatever  was  seriously  dis- 
puted Ihey  regarded,  as  in  some  degree,  at  least, 
(loubllul  or  disputable;  and,  when  Itiey  could  nut 
agree,  they  saw  no  indignity  or  impropriety  m  reler- 
niig  the  dispute  lo  arbitraiion,  even  though  the  ar 
bitratur  wcie  lo  be  appointed  by  chance,  bel.veen  re 
BpecUbie  persons,  named,  severally,  by  tlie  parties 

The  comminaiun  thus  cun^llluled  was  authorized 
to  asueilain  anu  determine  the  northwest  angle  oi 
Muvu  Seutiu,  to  run  and  nijik  the  line  from  me 
Dionumeni,  at  the  source  ol  Si.  Croix,  lo  that  north- 
west angle  ol  Nova  Scotia,  and  also  lo  determine 
the  nortuwettcrnraobl  beau  ol  Connecticut  river;  and 
then  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the 
portbweDt  angl*  of  ^otb  licolie  au'l  th*  laid  oortb 


westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river;  and  the  deci 
sion  and  proceedings  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  a 
majority  of  Ihem,  was  to  be  final  and  conclusive. 

No  objection  was  made  by  either  government  to 
this  agreement  and  stipulation;  but  an  incident  arose 
to  prevent  the  final  raliication  of  this  treaty,  and  it 
arose  in  this  way.  Its  fifth  article  contained  an 
agreement  between  the  parties  settling  Ihe  line  of 
boundary  between  them  beyond  lbs  Lake  of  the 
Woods.  In  coming  to  this  agreement  they  proceed- 
ed, exclusively  on  the  grounds  of  their  respective 
rights  under  Ihe  treaty  of  1783;  but  it  so  happened 
that,  twelve  days  before  the  convention  was  signed 
in  London,  France,  by  a  treaty  signed  in  Pans,  had 
ceeded  Loui-iana  to  the  United  Stales.  This  cession 
was  at  once  regarded  as  giving  to  the  United  Slates 
new  rights,  or  new  limits,  in  this  pari  of  the  conti- 
nent. The  senate,  therefore,  struck  this  5th  article 
out  of  Ihe  convenliun;  and  as  England  did  not  incline 
to  agree  to  this  alteration,  the  whole  convention  fell. 

Here,  sir,  the  whole  matter  rested  till  it  was  re- 
vived by  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  in  the  year  1814. — 
And  by  the  fifth  article  of  that  treaty  it  was  provid. 
ed,  that  each  party  should  appoint  a  commissioner, 
and  those  two  should  have  power  to  ascertain  and 
determine  the  boundary  line,  from  the  source  of  the 
St.  Croix,  to  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  according  lo 
the  treaty  of  1783;  and  if  these  commissioners  could 
not  agree,  they  were  to  stale  their  grounds  of  ditler- 
ence,  and  Ihe  subject  was  lo  be  referred  to  the  arbi- 
tration of  some  friendly  sovereign  or  stale,  to  be  af- 
terwards agreed  upon  by  the  two  governments.  The 
two  commissioners  examined  the  boundary,  explored 
the  country,  but  could  not  agree. 

In  the  year  1823,  under  Ihe  administration  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  negotiations  were  commenced  with  a  view 
of  agreeing  on  an  arbitration,  and  these  negotiations 
terminated  in  a  convention,  which  was  signed  in 
London  on  the  29lh  September,  1827,  in  the  admin- 
istration of  Mr.  Adams.  By  this  lime,  collisions 
had  already  begun  on  the  borders,  notwithstanding  it 
had  been  understood  that  neither  parly  should  exer- 
cise exriusive  possession  pending  the  negotiation  — 
Mr.  Adams  in  his  message  of  Decembers,  1827,  af- 
ter slating  the  conclusion  of  the  convention  for  ar- 
bitration, adds: 

"While  these  conventions  have  been  pending,  in- 
cidents have  occurred  of  conflicting  pretensions,  and 
of  a  dangerous  character,  upon  the  territory  itself 
in  dispute  between  ihe  two  nations.  By  a  common 
understanding  between  the  governments,  il  was 
agreed  that  no  exercise  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  by 
either  party,  while  the  negotiation  was  pending, 
should  change  the  state  of  the  question  of  right  to 
be  definitely  settled.  Such  collision  has,  neverthe- 
less, recently  taken -f  lace,  by  occurrences  the  pre- 
cise eharacier  of  which  has  not  yet  been  ascer- 
tained." 

The  king  of  the  Netherlands  was  appointed  arbi- 
trator, and  he  made  his  award  on  the  lOlh  of  Janua- 
ry, 1831.  This  award  was  satisfactory  to  neither 
parly;  it  was  rejected  by  both,  and  so  the  whole 
nialler  was  Ihrown  back  upon  ils  original  condition. 

This  happened  in  the  first  term  of  Gen.  Jackson's 
adminislraliun.  He  immediately  addressed  himself, 
of  course,  to  new  eti'urls  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
controversy.  His  energy  and  diligence  have  both 
been  much  commended  by  his  friends;  and  ibey  have 
not  been  dispaiaged  by  his  opponents.  He  called  to 
his  aid,  in  the  depai  tment  of  state,  successively,  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  ftlr.  Livingston,  Mr.  McLane,  and  Mr. 
Forsyth. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  let  us  see  what  progress 
General  Jackson  made,  with  the  assistance  of  these 
able  and  skillul  negoiialors,  in  this  highly  important 
business.  Why,  sir,  the  whole  story  is  told  by  re- 
ference  lo    his   several    annual    messages.     In    his 

fourth  annual  message,   December,   1832,  he  says 

"The  question  ol  our  northeastern  boundary  still  re- 
mains unsettled."  In  December,  1833,  he  says— 
"The  iiileresling  question  of  our  nurtlieastern  bound- 
ary remains  still  undecided.  A  negotiation,  howev- 
er, upon  that  subject,  has  been  renewed  since  the 
close  of  the  last  congress."  In  December,  1834,  he 
says — "The  question  of  the  northeastern  boundary 
IS  still  pending  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  proposi- 
tion made  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  ol  the 
senate  for  the  establishment  ol  a  line  according  lo 
the  inaty  ol  1783,  has  not  been  accepted  by  that 
government.  Believing  that  every  disposition  is  fell 
on  both  sides  to  adjusi  this  perplexing  question  lo  the 
Sotisfaclion  of  all  the  parlies  mteiesied  in  il,  the 
hope  IS  yet  indulged  ihat  il  may  b«  eflected  on  the 
basis  of  that  proposition."  In  December,  lt!35,  a 
similar  story  is  rehearsed — "in  the  settlement  of  the 
question  ol  Ihe  northeastern  boundary,"  says  Presi- 
dent Jackson,  "little  progress  has  been  made.  Great 
Britain  has  declined  acceeding  to  the  proposition  of 
th*  Uoited  Slalaa,  presented  in  accordance  with)  Ibe 


resolution  of  the  senate,  unless  certain  preliminary 
conditions  are  admitted,  which  i  deemed  iacompati- 
ble  with  a  satisfactory  and  righlful  adjustment  of  the 
controversy."  And  in  his  last  message,  the  presi- 
dent gives  an  account  of  all  his  efforts,  and  all  his 
success,  in  regard  to  this  most  important  point  in  our 
foreign  relations,  in  these  words — "I  regret  lo  say, 
that  many  questions  nf  an  interesting  nature,  at  is- 
sue wilh  other  powers,  are  yet  unadjusted;  among 
the  most  prominent  of  these,  is  that  of  the  noith- 
eastern  boundary.  Wilh  an  undiminished  confi- 
I  dence  in  the  sincere  desire  of  his  Britannic  majes- 
I  ty's  government  to  adjust  that  question,  I  am  not  yet 
j  in  possession  of  the  precise  grounds  upon  which  it 
proposes  a  satisfactory  adjustment." 

With  all  bis  confidence,  so  often  repealed,  in  the 
sincere  desire  of  England  to  adjust  the  dispute,  wilh 
all  the  talents  and  industry  of  his  successive  cabinets, 
this  question,  admitted  lo  be  the  most  prominent  of 
all  those  on  which  we  were  at  issue  with  foreign 
powers,  had  not  advanced  one  step  since  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  Dutch  award,  nor  did  General  Jackson 
know  the  grounds  upon  which  a  satisfactory  adjust- 
ment was  lo  be  expected.  All  this  is  undeniably 
true;  and  il  was  all  admitted  lo  be  true  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren  when  he  came  into  oflice,  for,  in  his  first  an- 
nual message,  he  says: 

"Of  pending  questions  the  most  important  is  that 
which  exists  wilh  the  governmenl  of  Great  Britain, 
in  respect  lo  our  norlheaslern  boundary.  It  is  wilh 
unfeigned  regret  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
must  look  back  upon  the  abortive  efforts  made  by 
the  executive  for  a  period  of  more  than  a  half  a  cen- 
tury, to  determine  what  no  nation  should  suffer  long 
to  remain  in  dispute,  the  true  line  which  divides  its 
possessions  from  those  of  other  powers.  The  nature 
of  the  settlen.entson  the  border  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  of  the  neighboring  territory,  was  for  a  season 
such,  that  this,  perhaps,  was  not  indispensable  to  a 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  federal 
government.  Time  has,  however,  changed  Ihe  stale 
of  things,  and  has  brought  about  a  condition  of  affairs 
in  which  the  true  interests  of  both  countries  impera- 
tively require  that  this  question  should  be  put  at  rest. 
It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that,  with  full  confidence, 
often  expressed  in  ihe  desire  of  the  British  govern- 
ment to  terminate  it,  we  are  apparently  as  far  from 
its  adjustment  as  we  were  at  the  time  of  signing  Iha 
tieaty  of  peace,  1783."  »  »  «        » 

"The  conviction,  which  must  be  common  to  all,  of 
the  injurious  consequences  Ihat  result  from  keeping 
open  this  irritating  question,  and  the  certainty  that 
its  final  settlement  cannot  be  much  longer  deferred, 
will,  1  trust,  lead  lo  an  early  and  satisfactory  adjust- 
ment. At  your  last  session,  I  laid  before  you  ibe 
recent  communications  between  the  two  govern- 
ments, and  between  this  government  and  that  of  the 
state  ol  Maine,  in  whose  solicitude,  concerning  a 
subject  in  which  she  has  so  deep  an  interest,  every 
portion  of  the  Union  participates." 

Now,  sir,  let  us  pause  and  consider  this.  Here 
we  are,  fifty  three  years  from  the  dale  of  the  treaty 
of  peace,  and  the  boundaries  not  yet  settled.  Gen'l 
Jackson  has  tried  his  hand  at  the  business  for  five 
years,  and  has  done  nothing.  He  cannot  make  the 
thing  move.  And  why  not?  Do  he  and  his  advisers 
want  skill  and  energy,  or  are  there  difficulties  in  the 
nature  of  the  case,  not  to  be  overcome  till  some 
wiser  course  of  proceeding  shall  be  adopted?  Up  lo 
this  time  not  one  step  of  progress  has  ueen  made.— 
This  is  admitted,  and  is,  indeed,  undeniable. 

Well,  sir,  Mr.  Van  Buren  then  began  his  adminis- 
tration under  the  deepest  coniictionof  the  impor- 
tance ol  Ihe  question,  in  the  fullest  confidence  in  Ihe 
sincerity  ol  the  British  government,  and  wilh  the 
consciousness  that  the  solicitude  of  Maine  concern- 
ing the  subject  was  a  solicitude,  in  which  every  por- 
tion of  the  Union  participated. 

And  now,  sir,  what  did  he  do?  What  did  he  ac- 
complish? What  progress  did  he  make?  What  step, 
forward,  did  he  lake,  in  the  whole  course  of  his  ad- 
ministration? Seeing  the  full  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, addressing  himself  to  it,  and  not  doubling  the 
just  disposition  of  England,  1  ask  again  what  did  he 
do?  What  did  he  do?  What  advance  did  he  make? 
Sir,  not  one  step,  in  his  whole  lour  years.  Or,  rath- 
er, if  he  made  any  advance  at  all,  il  was  an  advance 
backward;  for,  undoubtedly,  he  left  Ibe  question  in 
a  much  wuise  condition  than  he  found  it,  not  only  od 
account  of  the  disturbances  and  outbreaks  which 
had  taken  place  on  llie  border,  for  the  want  of  an 
adjuslmeiit,  and  which  distuibanccs  themselves,  had 
raised  new  and  difficult  questions,  but  on  account  of 
Ihe  intricacies,  and  complexities,  and  perplexities, 
in  which  the  correspondence  had  become  involved. 
1  here  was  a  mesh — an  entanglement,  which  render- 
ed il  far  more  difficult  lo  proceed  with  the  subject, 
than  if  the  queitioD  bad  been  Iresh  and  unembar- 
raised. 
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I  must  now  ask  the  senate  to  indiiluc  me  in  some- 
thing more  of  an  extended  and  particular  reTer^'nce 
to  proofs  and  p.ipers,  than  is  in  accordance  will)  my 
general  liabits  in  debate;  because  I  wish  to  present 
to  the  senate,  and  to  the  country,  the  grounds  of 
what  1  have  just  said. 

And  let  us  follow  the  administration  of  I\Ir.  Van 
Buren,  from  his  first  message,  and  see  how  this  im- 
portant matter  fares  \n  his  hands. 

On  the  aOth  of  March,  1333,  he  sent  a  message  to 
the  senate,  vilh  a  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Forsythe.  In  this  correspondence  Mr. 
Fox  says: 

"The  United  Slates  goTernment  have  proposed 
two  modes  in  which  such  a  commission  might  be 
constituted;  first,  that  it  might  consist  of  commis- 
sioners, named  in  eqial  numbers,  by  each  of  the  two 
governments,  with  an  umpire  to  he  selected  by  some 
friendly  European  power.  Secondly,  that  it  might 
be  entirely  composed  of  scicntitic  Europeans,  to  be 
selected  by  a  friendly  sovereign,  and  might  be  ac- 
companied, in  its  operations,  by  agents  of  the  two 
different  parties,  in  order  that  such  agents  might 
give  to  the  commissioners  assistance  and  informa- 
tion. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have,  themselves,  al- 
ready slated  that  Ihey  have  liUlc  expeclalion  that 
such  a  commission  could  lead  to  any  useful  lesult, 
and  that  they  would,  on  that  account,  be  disposed  to 
object  to  it;  and  if  Her  Majesty's  government  were 
now  to  agree  to  appoint  such  a  commission;  it  would 
only  be  in  compliance  with  the  desire  so  strongly  ex- 
pressed by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  spite  of  doubts,  which  Her  ,M:ije~ty's  government 
slill  continue  to  entertain,  of  the  efficacy  of  the  mea- 
sure." 

To  this  Mr.  Forsythe  replies,  that  he  perceives, 
with  feelings  of  deep  disappointment,  that  the  an- 
swer to  the  propositions  of  the  tTniled  Slates  is  so 
indefinite,  as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  ascertain, 
without  further  discussion,  what  are  the  real  wishes 
and  intentions  of  Her  Majesty's  government.  Here, 
then,  a  new  discussion  arises,  to  find  out,  if  it  can 
be  found  out,  what  the  parties  mean.  Meantime, 
Mr.  Forsythe  writes  a  letter,  of  twenty  or  Ihiity 
pages,  to  the  governor  of  Maine,  concluding  with  a 
suggestion  that  his  excellency  should  take  measures 
to  asceitain  the  sense  of  the  stale  of  Maine,  with 
respect  to  the  expediency  of  a  conventional  line. — 
This  correspondence  repeats  the  proposition  of  a 
joint  exploration,  by  commissioners,  and  Mr.  Fox 
accedes  to  it  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  United 
States,  but  with  very  little  hope  that  any  good  will 
come  of  it. 

Here  is  the  upshot  of  one  whole  year's  work. — 
Mr.  Van  Buren  sums  it  up  thus,  in  his  message  of 
December,  1838. 

"With  respect  to  the  Northeastern  boundary  of 
the  United  States,  no  official  correspondence  be- 
tween this  government  and  that  of  Great  Britain  has 
passed  since  that  communicated  to  congress  towards 
the  close  of  their  last  session.  The  offer  to  nego- 
tiate a  convention  for  tlie  appointment  of  a  joint 
commission  of  survey  and  exploration,  I  am  how- 
ever, assured  will  be  met  by  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment in  a  conciliatory  and  friendly  spiiil,  and  in- 
structions to  enable  the  British  minister  here  to  con- 
clude such  an  arrangement  will  be  transmitted  to 
him  without  needless  delay." 

We  may  now  look  for  instructions  to  Mr.  Fox  to 
conclude  an  arrangemeut  for  joint  commission  of 
survey  and  exploration.  Survey  and  exploration! — 
As  if  there  had  not  already  been  enough  of  both! — 
But  this  terminates  1833,  with  a  hope  of  coming  to 
an  agreement  for  a  survey!  Great  progress  this, 
surely. 

And  now  we  come  to  1839;  and  what,  sir,  think 
jou,  was  the  product  of  diplomatic  fertility  and  cul- 
tivation, in  the  year  1339.  Sir,  the  harvest  was  one 
project,  and  one  cou«t£(  project. 

Un  the  20ih  of  May,  Mr.  Fox  sent  to  Mr.  For- 
sythe a  draught  of  a  convention  for  a  joint  explora- 
tion, by  commissioners,  the  commissioners  to  make 
report  of  Iheir  respective  governments. 

This  was  the  British  pruject. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  Mr.  Forsythe  sent  to  Mr. 
Fox  a  counter  project,  embracing  the  principle  of  ar- 
bitration. By  this,  if  the  commissioners  did  not 
agree,  a  reference  was  to  be  had  to  three  persons, 
selected  by  three  friendly  sovereigns  or  slates;  and 
these  arbitrators  might  order  another  survey.  Here 
the  parties,  apparently  fatigued  with  their  efTorts, 
paused;  and  the  labors  of  the  year  are  thus  rehears- 
ed and  recapitulated  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  at  the  end 
of  the  season; 

"For  the  setllement  of  our  northeastern  boundary, 
the  proposition  promised  by  Great  Britain  for  a  com- 
tDissioQ  of  exploration  and  survey,  has  been  receiv- 
ed, and  a  couoter  project,  including  also  a  provision 


for  the  certain  and  final  aljustmenl  of  the  limits  in 
dispute,  is  now  before  the  British  governmont  for  its 
consideration.  A  just  regard  In  the  delicate  state  of 
this  question,  and  a  proper  respect  for  the  natural 
impatience  of  the  stale  of  Maine,  not  less  than  a 
conviction  that  the  negotiation  has  been  already  pro- 
tracted longer  than  is  prudent  on  the  part  of  either 
goternmeni,  have  led  me  to  believe  that  the  present 
favorable  moment  should,  on  no  account,  be  siilTereH 
to  pass  wilhoiit  putting  the  question  forever  at  rest. 
I  feel  confident  that  the  government  of  Her  Brilan- 
iiic  Majesty  will  lake  the  same  view  of  the  subject, 
as  I  am  persuaded  it  is  governed  by  desires  equally 
strong  and  sincere  of  the  amicable  termination  of 
the  controversy." 

Here,  sir,  in  this  "delicate  slate  of  the  question" 
all  things  rested,  till  the  next  year. 

Early  after  the  commencement  of  the  warm 
weather,  in  1840,  the  industrious  diplomatists  re- 
sumed Iheir  severe  and  vigorous  labors,  on  the  22d 
June,  1840,  Mr.  Fox  writes  thus  to  Mr.  Forsythe. 

"The  British  government  and  the  government  of 
the  United  Stales  agreed,  two  years  ago,  that  a  sur- 
vey of  the  disputed  territory,  by  a  joint  commission, 
would  be  the  measure  best  talcilaled  to  elucidate 
and  solve  the  questions  at  i«siiP.  The  president  pro- 
posed such  a  commission,  and  Her  .Majesly's govern- 
iiient  consented  to  it;  and  it  w.>s  believed  by  Her 
.Majesty's  government,  that  the  general  principles 
upon  which  the  commission  was  to  be  guided  in  its 
local  questions  had  been  settled  by  mutual  agree- 
ment, arrived  at  by  means  of  a  correspondence 
which  took  place  between  the  two  governments  in 
1837  and  1838.  Her  Majesty's  government  accord- 
ingly transmitted,  in  April  of  last  year,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  president,  a  draught  of  the  conven- 
tion, to  regulate  the  proceedings  of  the  proposed 
convention." 

"The  preamble  of  tnat  draught  recited,  texlually, 
the  agreement  that  hjd  been  come  to  by  nveans  of 
notes  whicli  had  been  exchanged  between  the  two 
gnvernments;  and  the  articles  of  the  draui;ht  were 
framed,  as  Her  Majesty's  government  considered,  in 
strict  conformity  with  that  agreement. 

"But  the  government  of  ihe  United  States  did  not 
think  proper  to  assent  to  the  convention  so  proposed. 

"The  United  Slates  government  did  not,  indeed, 
allege  that  the  proposed  convention  was  at  variance 
with  the  result  of  the  previous  correspondence  be- 
tween the  two  governments;  but  il  thought  that 
the  convention  would  establish  a  commission  of 
'mere  exploration  and  survey;'  and  the  president  was 
of  opinion  that  the  step  next  to  be  taken  by  the  two 
governments  should  be  to  contract  stipulations,  bear- 
ing upon  the  face  of  them  the  promise  of  a  final  set 
tiement,  under  some  form  or  other,  and  wilhin  a 
reasonable  lime. 

"The  United  Stales  government  accordingly  trans- 
milted  to  the  undersigned,  for  communication  to  Her 
Majesty's  government,  in  the  month  of  July  last,  a 
oounter  draught  of  convention,  varying  considerably 
in  some  parts  (as  Ihe  secretary  of  state  of  the 
United  States  admitted,  in  his  letter  to  Ihe  under- 
signed of  Ihe  29th  July  last)  from  the  draught  pro- 
posed by  Great  Britain. 

"There  was,  undoubtedly,  one  essential  difference 
between  the  British  draught  and  the  American  coun- 
ter draught. 

"The  British  draught  contained  no  provision  em- 
bodying the  principle  of  arbitration.  The  American 
counter  draught  did  contain  such  a  provision. 

"The  British  draught  contained  no  provision  for 
arbitration,  bei  au>e  the  principle  of  arbitration  had 
nol  been  proposed  on  either  side  during  the  negoiia 
tions  upon  which  that  draught  was  founded;  and  be- 
cause, moreover,  it  was  understood,  at  that  time, 
that  the  principle  of  arbitration  would  be  decidedly 
objected  to  by  the  United  States.  But  as  the  United 
Stales  government  have  now  expressed  a  wish  to 
embcdy  Ihe  priuciple  of  arbitration  in  the  proposed 
convention.  Her  Majesty's  government  are  perfectly 
willing  to  accede  to  that  wish. 

"The  undersigned  is  accordingly  instructed  to 
state,  officially,  to  Mr.  Forsythe,  that  Her  Majesty's 
government  consent  to  the  two  principles  which  form 
the  main  foundationof  the  American  counter  draught, 
namely:  first,  that  the  commission  to  be  appointed 
shall  be  so  constituted  a-,  necessarily  to  lead  to  a  final 
settlement  of  the  questions  of  boundary  at  issue  be- 
tween the  two  countries;  and  secondly,  that,  in  or- 
der to  secure  such  a  result,  the  convention  hy  which 
the  commission  is  to  be  created,  shall  contain  a  pro- 
vision for  arbitration  upon  points  to  which  the  Brit- 
ish and  American  com.iiission  may  not  b»  able  to 
agree. 

"The  undersigned  is,  however,  instructed  to  add, 
that  there  are  many  matters  of  detail  in  the  Ameri- 
can counter  draught  whicb  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment cannot  adopt  :     ^  , 


"The  undersigned  will  be  furnished  from  hi«  gov- 
ernment, by  an  early  opportunity,  with  an  amended 
draught,  in  conformity  with  the  principles  above 
staled,  to  bo  submitted  to  tlie  consideration  of  the 
president.  And  the  undersigned  expects  to  be  at  the 
same  lime  furnished  with  instructions  to  propose  to 
Ihe  government  of  the  United  States  a  fresh,  local, 
and  temporary  eonveiition,  for  the  better  prcvenlion 
of  ineidenlal  border  ccdiisions  within  the  disputed 
territory  during  Iho  lime  thut  may  be  occupied  in 
carrying  through  the  oporationsof  survey  or  arbitra- 
tion." 

And  on  the  2Glh  of  June,  Mr.  Forsythe  replies, 
and  says: 

"That  he  derives  great  satisfaction  from  the  an- 
nouncement thiit  Her  Majesty's  government  do  not 
relinquish  the  hope  that  the  sincere  d'isire  which  is 
felt  by  both  parties  to  arrive  at  an  amicable  settle- 
ment, will  at  length  be  attended  with  success;  and 
from  the  prospect  held  out  by  Mr.  Fux  of  his  being 
accordingly  furnished,  by  an  early  opportunity,  with 
the  draught  of  a  proposition  amended  in  conformity 
wilh  the  principles  to  which  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment has  acceded,  to  be  submitted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  government." 

On  the  23th  of  July,  1840,  the  British  amended 
draught  came.  This  draught  proposed  that  commis- 
sioners should  be  appointed,  as  before,  to  make  ex- 
ploralion;  that  umpires  or  arbitrators  should  be  ap- 
pointed by  three  friendly  sovereigns,  and  that  the 
arbitration  should  sit  in  Germany,  at  Frankfort  oo 
the  Maine.  And  the  draught  contains  many  articles 
of  arrangement  and  detail,  for  cariying  the  explora- 
tion and  arbitration  into  efTect. 

At  Ihe  same  time  Mr.  Fox  sends  to  Mr.  Forsythe 
the  report  of  two  British  commissioners,  Messrs. 
Mudge  and  Featherstonhaugh,  who  had  made  an  ex 
parte  survey  in  1839.  And  a  most  extraordinary  re- 
port it  was.  These  gentlemen  had  discovered,  that 
up  to  tnat  time,  nobody  had  been  right;  tiiey  run  l!,o 
line  still  farther  south  than  anybody  had  ever  ima- 
gined, and  discovered  high  lands  which,  in  all  pre- 
vious ex. iminations  and  esploralioDs,  had  escaped  all 
mortal  eyes. 

Here,  then,  we  had  one  project  more,  for  explora- 
tion and  arbitration,  together  with  a  report  from  the 
British  commissioners  of  survey,  pushing  her  claims 
still  further  into  the  territories  of  the  state  of 
Maine. 

And  on  the  13th  of  August,  there  comes  again,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  from  Mr.  Forsythe,  another 
counter  project.     Lord  Palmerston  is  never  richer  in 

projects  than    Mr.   Forsythe   is  in  counter  projects. 

There  is  always  a  Rowland  for  an  Oliver.  This 
counter  project  of  the  ]3lh  of  August,  184U,  was 
drawn  in  the  retircnicnl  of  Albany.  It  eonaista  of 
18  articles,  which  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  describe 
particularly.  Of  course  it  proceeds  on  the  two 
principles  already  agreed  on,  of  exploration  and  ar- 
bitration; but  in  all  matters  of  arrangement  and  do- 
tail  it  was  quite  different  from  Lord  Palmerslon'i 
draught,  communicated  by  Mr.  Fox. 

And  here  Ihe  rapid  march  of  diplomacy  c;ime  to 
i  a  dead  hall.  Mr.  Fox  found  so  many,  and  such  great 
I  changes  proposed  to  the  British  draught,  ihat  he  did 
j  not  incline  to  discuss  them.  He  did  not  believe  the 
British  government  would  ever  agree  to  Mr.  For- 
sythe's  plan,  but  he  would  send  it  home,  and  see 
what  could  be  done  wilh  it. 

Thus  stood  matters  at  the  end  of  1840,  and  in  his 
message,  at  the  meeting  of  congress  in  December 
of  that  year,  his  valedictory  message,  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren thus  describes  that  condition  of  things  which 
he  found  to  be  the  result  of  his  four  years  of  nego- 
I  liation. 

1      "In   inj   last  annual  message  you  were  informed 
!  that  a  proposition   for  a  commission  of  eiploratioo 
i  and  survey,  promised  by  Great  Britjin,  had  been  re- 
!  ceived,  and   thai  a  counter  project,  including  also  a 
j  provision  for  the  certain  and  final  adjustment  of  the 
I  limits  in  dispute,  was  then  before   the  British  gov- 
ernment for  its  consideration.     The  answer  of  that 
goveriinieiit,  accompanied  by  additional  propositions 
of  its  own,  was  received  through  its  nnnister  here 
since  your  separation.     Tt.csc  vicrc  promptly  coasi- 
dered;  such  as  were  deemed  correct  in  principle,  and 
cohsislenl  with  a  due  regard  to  the  just  rights  of  the 
United   Slates  and  of  the  state  of  Maine,  concurred 
m,  and  Ihe   reasons  for  dissenting   from  the  residue 
wilh  ail  additional  suggestion  on  our  part,  communi-, 
cated  by  liie  secretary   of  state  to  Mr.  Fox.     That 
minister,   not   feeling  himself  sufficiently  instructed 
upon   some  of  the   points   raised   in  the  discussion, 
lelt  it  to  be  his  duty    to  refer  the  matter  to  his  own 
government  for  larther  decision." 

And  now,  sir,  who  will  deny  that  this  is  a  very 
;  promising  condition  of  things,  to  exist  fifty  ilvek 
years  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty! 

Here  is  the  British  project  for  exploriliuo;  theg 
the  American  counter  project  for  vxploidioD.  to  bt 
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the  f"nnr1-!iirin  of  arhilr>ti   r.      ',-  .;,  j   '^'ic,~  o' 

Great  Britain  ti>  our  coiu.Ur  j>io|'  ■  I,  -  i^in^  divfr- 
exceplions  and  objections  to  it,  and  with  sundry  new 
and  additional  propositions  of  her  own.  Some  of 
these  were  concurred  in,  but  others  dissented  from, 
and  other  additional  suggestions  on  our  part  were 
proposed;  and  all  these  concurrences,  dissents,  and 
new  suggestions  were  brought  together  and  incorpo 
rated  into  Mr.  Forsylhe's  last  labor  of  diplomacy,  at 
least  his  last  labor  in  regard  to  this  subject,  his 
counter  project  of  August  13th,  1840.  The  counter 
project  was  sent  to  England,  to  see  what  Lord  Pal- 
merston  could  make  of  it.  It  fared  in  the  fnreiin 
office,  just  as  Mr.  Fox  had  foretold.  Lord  Palmer- 
ston  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  would 
not  answer  it;  he  would  not  touch  it;  he  gave  up  th. 
negotiation  in  apparent  despair.  Two  years  before, 
the  parties  had  agreed  on  the  principle  of  joint  ex- 
ploration, and  the  principle  of  arbitration.  But  in 
their  subsequent  correspondence,  on  matters  of  de- 
tail, modes  of  proceeding,  and  subordinate  arrange 
ments,  they  had,  through  the  whole  two  years,  con- 
stantly receded  farther,  and  farther,  and  farther 
from  each  other.  They  were  flying  apart;  and  like 
two  orbs,  going  off  in  opposite  directions,  could  only 
meet  after  they  should  have  traversed  the  whole 
circle. 

But  this  exposition  of  the  case  does  not  describe, 
by  any  means,  all  the  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
ments arising  from  the  unsettled  state  of  the  contro- 
versy. We  all  remember  the  trouble  of  1839. — 
Something  like  a  border  war  had  broken  o\it.  Maine 
had  raised  an  armed  civil  posse;  fortified  the  line,  or 
points  on  the  line  of  territory,  to  keep  ofi'  intruders 
and  to  defend  possession.  There  was  fort  Fairfield, 
fort  Kent,  and  1  know  not  what  other  fortresses;  all 
memorable  in  history.  The  legislature  of  Maine 
had  placed  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  governor,  to  he  used  for  the  military 
defence  of  the  slate.  Major  General  Scott  had  re- 
paired to  the  frontier,  and  under  his  mediation,  an 
agreement,  a  sort  of  treaty,  respecting  the  lempora 
ry  possession  of  the  two  parties,  in  the  territory  in 
dispute,  was  entered  into  between  the  governors  of 
Maine  and  N.  Brunswick.  But  as  it  could  not  be 
foreseen  how  long  the  principal  dispute  would  be 
protracted,   Mr.    Fox,    as   has   already   been    seen, 

wrote   home   for  instructions  for  :inother  irt^aly a 

treaty  of  less  dignity— a  collateral  treaty — a  treaty 
to  regulate  the  terras  of  possesMon,  and  the  means  of 
keeping  the  peace  of  the  frontier,  while  the  number 
of  years  should  roll  away,  necessary,  first,  to  spin 
out  the  whole  thread  of  diplomacy  in  forming  a  con- 
vention; next,  for  three  or  four  years  of  joint  ex- 
ploration of  seven  hunrhed  miles  of  disputed  boun- 
dary in  the  >vildeiness  of  North  America;  and,  final- 
ly, to  learn  the  results  of  an  arbitration  which  was 
to  sit  at  Franklort  on  the  Maine,  composed  of  learn- 
ed doctors  from  the  German  universities. 

Really,  sir,  is  not  this  a  most  delightful  prospect.' 
Is  there  not  here  as  beautiful  a  labyrinth  of  diplo- 
macy as  one  c  .uld  wish  to  look  at,  of  a  summer's  ' 
day.'  Would  not  Castlereagh  and  Talleyrand,  Nes- 
selrodc  and  Metternich,  find  it  an  eijtangleinent 
worthy  the  labor  of  thi-ir  own  hands  to  unravel.'— 
Is  it  not  apparent,  Mr.  President,  mat  at  this  time 
the  settlement  of  the  question,  by  this  ki.id  ...  .liplo 
macy,  if  to  be  reached  by  any  vision,  requiieu  lelis- 
copic  sight.'  Tlie  country  was  settli.ig;  individual 
rights  were  getting  into  collision;  it  was  impossible 
to  prevent  disputes  and  disturbances;  every  consid- 
eration required,  that  vhatever  was  to  be  done  shuuld 
be  done  quickly;  and  yet  every  thing,  thus  far,  had 
waited  thi  sluggish  plan  of  the  current  of  diplomacy. 
Labilur  et  tabelur. 

1  have  already  stated,  that  on  the  receipt  of  Mr. 
Foraythe'a  last  counter  plan,  or  counter  project, 
Lord  Palmerston,  at  last,  paused.  He  did  so.  The 
British  government  appears  to  have  made  up  its  mind 
that  nothing  was  to  be  expected  at  that  time,  from 
pursuing  larther  this  battledore  play  of  prujels  and 
eon<re  projets.  What  occurred  in  England,  we  col 
loct  from  the  published  debates  of  the  liou-e  of  com- 
mons. From  the-ie  we  learn,  that  after  Gen.  Harri- 
son's election,  and  indeed,  alter  his  death,  and  in  the 
tirst  year  of  Mr.  Tyler's  presidency.  Lord  Palmer- 
•ton  wrote  to  Mr.  Fox  as  follows: 

"Her  Majesty's  government  received,  with  very 
great  regrei,  the  «econd  American  counter  draught 
of  a  convention  for  determining  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  British  North  Ame 
rican  provincen,  which  you  transmitted  to  me  last 
aulumii,  in  your  despatch  of  the  15lh  of  August, 
1840,  because  that  counter  draught  contained  so 
many  inadmissible  propositions,  that  it  pi  linly  show- 
ed that  Her  Maje.ty's  ^ovcrnmcnl  could  entertain 
no  hope  of  concluding  any  arrangement  on  this  sub 
joct  with  the  government  of  .Mr.  Van  Buren,  uml 
that  there  was  no  use  in  taking  any  I'urtlier  steps  n, 
the  nesoliations  till  the  new  president  should  come 


irilo  f  I 


•lei-  Majesty' 


fiovcrnmf  nt  iiad  LLTi.'in- 
3  i"'i'!i  pe'suaiifj  ihal  a  draucl.t  which,  in  p!:rsu- 
anc(  of  your  inslruclion,  yon  preserltd  to  Mr.  F'or- 
sythe,  on  the  28th  of  Julv,  1840,  wa«  so  fair  in  its 
provision,  and  so  well  calculated  to  bring  the  differ 
ences,  between  the  two  governments,  about  the 
boundary,  to  a  just  and  satisfactory  conclusion,  that 
it  would  have  been  at  once  accepted  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  that  if  the  American 
government  had  proposed  to  make  any  alterations  in 
It,  those  alterations  would  have  relat'  d  merely  to 
matters  of  detail,  and  would  not  have  borne  upon  any 
essential  points  of  the  arrangements;  and  Her  Ma- 
jesty's government  were  the  more  confirmed  in  this 
hope,  because  almost  all  the  main  principles  of  the 
arrangement  which  that  draught  was  intended  to  car 
ry  into  execution,  had,  as  Her  Majesty's  govern 
ment  conceived,  been  eiiher  suggested  by,  or  agreed 
to  by  the  United  States  government  itself." 

Lord  Palmerston  is  represented  to  have  said  of  Mr: 
Forsylhe's  counter  project,  in  this  despatch  that  lie 
"cannot  agree"  to  the  preamble;  that  he  "cannot 
consent"  to  the  second  article;  that  he  "must  object 
to  the  4lh  article;"  that  the  "7ili  article  imposed  in- 
compatible duties;"  and  to  every  article  there  was 
an  objection,  stated  in  a  different  form,  until  he 
reached  the.  10th,  and  that,  as  to  that,  "none  could 
be  more  inadmissible." 

This  was  the  state  of  the  negotiation,  a  few  days 
before  Lord  Palmerston's  retirement.  But,  never. 
theless,  his  Lordship  would  make  one  more  attempt, 
now  that  there  was  a  new  administration  here,  and 
he  would  make  "new  proposals.'"  And  what  were 
they.' 

"And  what  does  the  house  think,"  said  Sir  R. 
Peel,  in  the  house  of  commons,  "were  the  noble 
Lord's  proposals  in  that  desperate  state  of  circum- 
stances.' The  proposal  of  the  noble  Lord,  after  fifty- 
eight  years  of  controversy,  submitted  by  him  lo  the 
American  government  for  the  purpose  ol  a  speedy 
settlement,  was  that  commissioners  should  be  nomi- 
nated on  both  sides;  that  they  should  attempt  to 
make  settlement  of  this  long  disputed  question;  and 
then,  if  that  failed,  that  the  king  of  Prussia,  the  king 
of  Sardinia,  and  the  king  of  Saxony,  were  to  be 
called  in,  not  to  act  as  umpires,  but  they  were  each 
to  be  requested  to  name  a  scientific  man,  and  that 
these  three  members  of  a  scientific  commission 
should  proceed  to  arbitrate.  Was  II. ere  ever  a  pro- 
position like  this  suggested  for  the  arrangement  of  a 
question  on  which  two  countries  had  diti'ered  for 
lifly-eight  years.'  And  this,  too,  was  proposed  after 
the  failure  of  the  arbitration  on  the  part  of  the  king 
of  Holland,  and  "  hen  they  had  had  their  comini-sion 
of  exploration  in  vain.      And  yet,  with  all  this,  tliere 

were  to  be  three  scientific  men,  foreign  professors 

one  from  Prussia,  one  from  Sardinia,  and  one  from 
Saxony!  To  do  what!  And  where  were  they  to 
meet;  or  how  were  they  to  come  lo  a  satisfactory 
adjustment.'" 

It  was  asked  in  the  house  of  commons,  not  inapt- 
ly, what  would  the  people  of  Maine  think,  when 
they  should  read  that  they  v\  ere  lo  be  visited  by  three 
learned  foreigners,  one  from  Prussia,  one  from  Sax- 
ony, and  one  Iroiii  Sardinia.'  To  be  sure;  what 
would  they  think,  .vhen  they  should  see  three  learn- 
ed foreign  professors,  each  speaking  a  different  lan- 
guage, and  none  of  the  English  or  American  tongue, 
among  the  swamps  and  morasses  of  Maine,  in  sum- 
mer, or  wading  through  its  snows  in  winti-r;  on  the 
Allagash,  the  Macadavie,  or  among  the  moose  deer, 
on  the  precipitous  and  lofty  shores  of  Lake  Pohema- 
gamook— and  for  what.'  To  find  where  the  division 
was,  between  Maine  and  New  Brunswick!  Instruct- 
ing themselves  by  these  labors,  that  they  might  re 
pair  to  Frankfort  on  the  Maine,  and  there  hold  so 
lemn  and  scientific  arbitration  on  the  question  of  a 
boundary  line,  in  one  of  the  deepest  wildernesses  of 
North  America! 

Sir,  I  do  not  know  what  might  have  happened,  if 
this  project  had  gone  on.  Possibly,  sir,  but  ihat  your 
country  has  ealled  to  higher  duties,  you  might  now 
have  been  at  Frankfort  on  the  Maine,  the  advocate 
of  our  cause  before  the  scientific  arbitration.  If  not 
yourself,  some  one  of  the  honorable  members  here 
very  probably  would  have  been  employed  in  attempt- 
ing to  utter  the  almost  unspeakable  names,  bestow- 
ed by  the  northeastern  Indians  on  American  lakes 
and  streams,  in  the  heart  of  Germany. 

Mr.  Fox,  it  is  said,  on  reading  his  despatch,  re- 
plied, with  characteristic  promptitude  and  good 
sense,  "For  God's  sake  save  us  from  the  philoso 
phers.  Have  sovereigns,  if  you  please,  but  no  pro- 
Icssional  men." 

Hut  Mr.  Fox  wai  instructed,  us  it  now  appears,  to 
renew  his  exertions  to  carry  forw;.rd  the  nrbUrati'on. 
"Let  us,"  said  Lord  Paimerrton,  in  writing  to  him, 
"let  us  consider  the  American  contrc  projel  as  unrea 
sonable,  undeserving  ol  answer,  ai  withdrawn  from 


1  oi.-.r.ii  ,-atiorf,  and  :.0'..'  submit  ro\  original  pr.j;ti  lo 
Mr.  Webster,  ilie  now  secretary  of  slate,  and  per- 
suade him  it  was  reasonable." 

V'ilh  all  respect,  sir,  to  Lord  Palmerston,  Mr. 
Webster  was  not  to  be  so  persuaded;  that  is  to  say, 
he  was  not  persuaded  that  it  was  reasonable,  or 
wise,  or  prudent  lo  pursue  the  negotiation  in  this 
form  further.  He  hoped  to  live  long  enough  to  see 
the  northeastern  boundary  settled;  but  that  hope  was 
faint,  unless  he  could  rescue  the  question  from  the 
labyrinth  of  projects  and  counter  prrjects,  explora- 
tions and  arbitration  in  which  it  was  involved.  He 
could  not  reasonably  expect  that  he  had  another 
whole  half  century  of  life  before  him. 

-Mr.  President,  it  is  true,  that  I  viewed  the  case  as 
hopeless,  without  an  entire  change  in  the  manner  of 
procneding.  I  found  the  parties  already  „in  wander^ 
ing  mazes  lost."  I  found  it  quite  as  tedious  and  dif- 
ficult to  trace  the  thread  of  this  intricate  negotia- 
tion, as  it  would  be  to  run  out  the  line  of  the  High- 
lands itself.  One  was  quite  a?  full  as  the  other  of 
deviations,  abruptnesses,  and  perplexiiirs.  And  hav- 
ing received  the  president's  (.Mr.  Tyler'.*)  authority, 
1  did  say  to  Mr.  Fox,  as  has  been  stated  in  llie  Brit- 
ish parliament,  that  1  was  willing  to  aitempt  to  set- 
tle the  dispute  by  agreeing  on  a  conventional  line,  or 
line  by  compromise. 

Mr.  President,  I  was  fully  awa^^  of  the  difficulty 
of  the  undertaking.  1  saw  it  was  a  -erious  affair  lo 
call  on  Maine  to  come  into  an  asireem.'nt,  by  which 
she  might  subject  herself  lo  the  !„=,  oi  l-rritory 
nhich  she  regarded  as  clearly  nei  i.ah.  Ti.e  ques- 
tion touched  her  proprietary  ln!ele^is  .inr)  what  was 
more  delicate,  it  touched  the  t-stri.t  o|  her  jurisdic- 
tion. I  knew  well  her  extrtnc  jealousy  and  "high 
feeling  on  this  point. •  But  I  belie'  i- !  i.,  h.r  patriot- 
liiD.anil  in  her  willingneas  tomak.-  saiTJfir.e,  Imi-  ihe 
good  ol  the  couiiiry.  I  IruMed,  too,  Ihal  l.er  o.vn 
good  sense  would  lead  her,  while  she,  doubtless, 
preferred  the  strict  execution  of  the  treaty,  as  she 
understood  it,  to  any  line  of  compromise,  lo  see, 
nevertheless,  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  was  already  pledged  to  arbilration,  b\  its  own 
proposition  and  the  agreement  of  Great  Britain; 
that  this  arbitration  might  not  be  concluded  and  fin- 
ished for  many  years,  and  that  after  all,  he  result 
might  be  doubtful.  With  this  reliance  on  the  pa- 
triotism and  good  sense  of  Maine,  and  with  the 
sanction  of  the  president,  I  was  willing  to  make  an 
effort  lo  establish  a  boundary  by  direct  compromise 
and  agreement— by  acts  of  the  parties  themselves, 
which  they  could  understand  and  judge  of  for  them- 
selves—by a  proceeding  whi.h  led  nothing  lo  the 
future  judgment  of  others,  and  by  which  the  con- 
troversy could  be  settled  in  six  months.  And,  sir,  I 
leave  it  lo  the  senate  today,  and  the  country  always 
to  say  how  far  thi.s  offer  and  this  effort  was  wise  oi^ 
unwise,  statesmanlike  or  unstatesinaiilike,  beneficial 
or  injurious. 

Well  sir,  in  the  autumn  of  1841,  it  was  known  in 
England  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  American  govern- 
ment, that  it  was  not  advisable  to  prosecute  further 
the  scheme  of  arbitration;  that  ihat  government  was 
ready  to  open  a  negotiation  for  a  conventional  bound- 
ary;  and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Everett,  dated  on  the  31st 
of  December,  announced  the  determination  of  the 
Bnlish  government  to  send  a  special  minister  to  the 
United  States,  authorised  lo  settle  all  matters  in  dif- 
ference, and  the  seleclion  of  Lord  Ashburton  for 
that  trust. t  This  letter  was  answered  on  the  a9th  of 
January,  by  an  assurance  thai  Lord  Ashburton  would 
be  received  with  the  respect  due  to  his  government 
and  lo  himself.J  Lord  Ashburton  arrived  in  Wash- 
ington on  the  4ih  of  April,  184d,  and  was  presented 
to  the  president  on  the  6th. 

On  the  nth,  a  letter  was  written  from  the  depart- 
ment of  stale  to  the  governor  of  Maine,  announcing 
his  arrival,  and  his  declaration  that  he  had  autl.orily 
to  Ireal  for  a  conventional  line  of  boundarv,  or  line 
by  agreement,  on  mutual  conditions,  cunsi'deratioDS, 
and  equivalents.|| 

The  governor  of  Maine  was  informed  that— 

"Under  these  circumstances,  the  president  had 
felt  it  lobe  his  duty   to  call  the  serious  attention  of 
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I-  well  known,  in  133-2,  an  ogreemeni  wosen- 
elweeii  some  of  ihe  heuus  ol  oi  piirini. ma  at 

Wnshmgioii,   viz:    !\  .-.ssr..  Livmgsion,  WeLane d 

Woodbury,  und<.r  ilie  direction  of  Presideiii  .Inckson 
on  ilie  port  ol  the  Uniied  Slates,  and  Messrs.  Preble 
Willinni-s,  and  Emery,  on  ihe  pari  of  ihe  government  of 
Muine,  by  which  ii  was  siipulaled  that  .M.iine  should 
surrender  lo  ilie  Uiiiied  Slaies  the  lerri:ory  which  she 
Hnim.-il  leyood  the  line  designated  by  ihe  king  of  the 
^e;ln  ilands,  and  receivt,  aa  an  indemnif,  onf  iviillion 
ol  iicn-a  ol  Ihe  puhlic  lands,  lo  he  aehcied  by  he  iself,  in 
Alichii-nn.  The  existence  of  iliis  treaty  was  not  known 
loi  some  rime,  and  was  never  raiified  by  the  high  coii- 
iruiiii  g  purues. 
tAppindixl.        (Appendix  II.         IIAppondix  HI. 
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the  governments  of  Maine  and  Mjssacliuieti-i  t  i  ihe 
siihjecl,  and  to  submit  to  those  governments  the  pro- 
priety of  their  co-operation,  to  a  certain  extent,  and 
in  a  certain  form,  m  an  endeavor  to  terminate  a  con- 
troversy already  of  so  long  duration,  and  which 
seems  very  likely  to  be  still  consiilerably  further 
protracted  before  the  desired  end  of  a  fitial  adjust- 
ment shall  be  attained,  unless  a  shorter  course  of  ar- 
nvinj  at  that  end  be  adopted  than  such  as  has  here- 
tofore been  pursued,  and  as  the  two  governments  are 
still  pursuing. 

"The  opinion  of  this  government  upon  the  justice 
and  validity  of  the  American  claim  has  been  ex- 
pressed at  so  many  times,  and  in  so  many  forms  that 
a  repetition  of  that  opinion  is  not  necessary.  But 
the  subject  is  a  subject  in  dispute.  The  government 
has  agreed  to  make  it  a  mutter  of  reference  and  ar- 
bitration, and  it  must  fulfil  that  agreement,  unless 
another  mode  of  settling  the  controversy  should  be 
resorted  to  with  the  hope  of  producing  a  speedier 
decision  The  president  proposes,  then,  that  the 
governments  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  should  se- 
verally appoint  a  coramissoner  or  commissioners, 
empowered  to  confer  with  the  authorities  of  this  go- 
vernment upon  a  conventional  line,  or  line  by  agree- 
ment, with  its  terms,  c.indilions,  considerations,  and 
equivalents,  with  an  understanding  that  no  such  line 
will  be  agreed  upon,  without  the  assent  of  such  com- 
missioners. 

"This  mode  of  proceeding,  or  some  other  which 
shall  express  assent  beforehand,  seems  indispensable, 
if  any  negotiation  for  a  conventional  line  is  to  be 
had,  since,  if  happily  a  treaty  should  bo  the  result  of 
the  negotiation,  it  can  only  be  submitted  to  the  senate 
of  the  United  States  for  ratification." 

A  similar  letter  was  addressed  to  the  governor  of 
Massachusetts.  The  governor  of  Maine,  now  an 
honorable  member  of  this  house,  immediately  con- 
voked the  legislature  of  Maine,  by  proclamation. — 
In  Massachusetts,  tiie  probable  exigency  had  been 
anticipated,  and  the  legislature  had  authorized  the 
governor,  now  my  honorable  colleague  here,  to  ap- 
point commissioners  on  bedalf  of  the  commonwealth. 
The  legislaiure  of  .Maine  adopted  resolutions  to  the 
same  effect. §  and  duly  elected  four  commissioners 
from  among  the  most  eminent  persons  in  the  state, 
of  all  parties;  and  their  unanimous  consent  to  any 
proposed  line  of  bouhdary  was  made  indispensable. 
Three  distinguished  publii-  men,  known  to  all  par- 
ties, and  having  the  confidence  of  all  parties,  in  any 
question  of  this  kind,  were  appointed  commissioners 
by  the  governor  of  Massachusetts. 

Now,  sir,  I  ask,  could  any  thing  have  been  devised 
f:  irer,  safer,  and  better  for  all  parties  than  this.' — 
The  slates  were  here,  by  their  commissioners;  Great 
Britain  i.as  h--re,  by  her  special  minister,  and  the 
Canadian  and  New  Brunswick  authorities  within 
reach  of  the  means  of  consultation;  and  the  govern 
ment  of  the  United  Slates  was  ready  to  proceed  with 
the  important  duties  it  had  assumed.  Sir,  I  put  the 
question  to  any  man  of  sense,  whether  supposing  the 
real  object  to  be  a  fair,  just,  convenient,  prompt  set- 
tlement of  the  boundary  dispute,  this  stale  of  things 
was  not  more  promising  than  all  the  schemes  of  ex- 
ploration and  jrbilration,  and  all  the  lissues  of  pro- 
jects and  counter  projtcls,  with  which  the  two  gov- 
ernments had  been  making  themselves  strenuously 
idle  for  so  many  year=?  Nor  was  the  promise  not 
fulfilled. 

It  has  been  said,  absurdly  enough,  that  Maine  was 
coerced  into  a  consent  to  this  line  of  boundary. — 
What  was  the  coercion.'  Where  was  the  coercion.' 
On  the  one  hand,  she  saw  an  immediate  and  reason- 
able settlement;  on  the  other  hand,  a  proceeding  sure 
to  be  long,  and  its  result  seen  to  be  doubtful.  Sir, 
the  coercion  was  none  olher  than  the  coercion  of 
duly,  good  sense,  and  manifest  interest.  The  right 
and  the  expedient  united,  to  compel  her  to  give  up 
the  wrong,  the  useless,  the  inexpedient. 

Maine  was  asked  to  judge  for  herself,  to  decide 
on  her  own  interests,  not  unmindful,  nevertheless  of 
those  patriotic  considerations  which  should  lead  her 
to  regard  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  whole 
country.  Maine,  it  has  been  said,  was  persuaded  to 
part  with  a  portion  of  territory  by  this  agreement. 
Persuaded!  Why,  sir,  she  was  invited  here  to  make 
a  compromise — to  give  and  to  tuke — to  surrender 
territory  of  very  little  value  for  eq'iivalent  advanta- 
ges, of  which  advantages  she  was  herself  to  be  un- 
controlled judge.  Her  commissioners  needed  no 
guardians.  They  knew  her  interest.  They  knew 
what  they  were  called  on  to  part  with,  and  the  value 
of  what  they  could  obtain  in  exchange.  They  knew 
especially  that  on  one  hand  was  immediate  settle- 
ment,  on  the  other,  ten  or  fifteen  years  more  of  de- 
lay and  vexaiion.  Sir,  the  piteous  tears  shed  for 
Maine,  in  this  respect,  are  not  her  own  tears.  They 
are  the  crocodile  tears  of  pretended  Iriendship  and 

1iApp«ndix  V 


pariy  sentiuienlality.  Lamentations  ami  griefs  have 
been  uttered  in  this  capitol  about  the  losses  and  sac- 
rifices of  Maine,  which  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of 
Maine  laugh  at.  Nine  tenths  of  her  people,  to  this 
day,  heartily  approve  the  treaty.  It  is  my  full  belief 
that  there  are  not,  at  this  moment,  fifty  respectable 
persons  in  Maine  who  would  now  wish  to  sec  the 
treaty  annulled,  and  the  st^ite  replaced  in  the  condi- 
tion in  which  it  was  with  Mr.  Van  Buren's  arbitra- 
tion before  it,  and  inevitably  fixed  upon  it,  by  the 
plighted  faith  of  this  government,  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1S4I. 

Sir,  the  occasion  called  for  the  revision  of  a  very 
long  line  of  boundary;  and  what  complicated  the 
case,  and  rendered  it  more  difticult,  was  that  the  ter- 
ritory on  the  siJi^  of  the  United  States  belonged  to  no 
less  than  four  different  stales.  The  establishment  of 
the  boundary  was  to  affect  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  and  New  York.  All  these  states  >vere  to 
be  satisfied,  if  properly  they  could  be.  Alame,  it  is 
true,  was  principally  concerned.  But  she  did  not 
expect  to  retain  all  that  she  called  her  own,  and  yet 
get  more;  and  still  call  it  compromise,  and  an  ex- 
change of  equivalents.  She  was  not  so  absurd.  I 
regret  some  things  which  occurred;  particularly  that 
while  the  commissioners  of  .Maine  assented,  unani- 
mously, to  the  boundary  proposed,  on  the  equivalents 
proposed,  yet,  in  the  paper  in  which  they  express 
that  assent,  they  seem  to  argue  against  the  act  which 
they  were  about  to  perform.  This,  1  think,  was  a 
mistake.  It  had  an  awkward  appearance,  and  pro- 
bably gave  rise  to  whatever  of  dissatisfaction  has 
been  expressed  in  any  quarter. 

And  now,  sir,  I  am  prepared  to  ask  whether  the 
proceeding  adopted,  that  is,  an  attempt  to  settle  this 
long  controversy,  by  the  assistance  of  the  stales  con- 
cerned, was  not  wise  and  discreet,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case?  Sir,  the  attempt  succeed- 
ed, and  it  put  an  end  to  a  controversy  which  had 
subsisted,  with  no  lillle  inconvenience  lo  the  coun- 
try, through  every  administration,  from  that  of  Gen. 
Washington  to  that  of  .Vir.  Van  B  iren.  It  is  due  to 
truth,  and  to  the  occasion,  to  say,  that  there  were 
difSculties  and  obstacles  in  the  way  of  this  settle- 
ment, which  had  not  been  overcome  under  the  ad- 
raini-tration  of  Washington,  or  the  elder  Adams,  or 
Mr.  Jeti'erson,  or  Mr.  Madison,  or  Mr.  Monroe,  or 
Mr.  Joh  1  Q.  Adams,  or  General  Jickson,  or  -Mr. 
Van  Buren.  In  1842,  in  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Tyler,  the  dispute  was  settled,  and  setUed  satisfac- 
torily. 

Sir,  whatever  may  be  said  to  the  contrary,  Maine 
was  no  loser,  but  an  evident  gainer  by  this  adjust- 
ment of  boundary.  She  parted  with  some  portion 
of  territory;  this  I  would  not  undervalue;  but  cer- 
tainly most  of  It  was  quite  worthless.  Cjpt.  Tal- 
col's  report,  aad  olher  evidence,  sufficiently  estab- 
lish that  fact. 

Maine  having,  by  her  own  free  consent,  agreed  to 
part  with  this  portion  of  territory,  received,  in  the 
first  place,  from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States, 
$150,000,  for  her  half  of  the  land,  a  sum  which  I 
suppose  to  be  much  greater  than  she  would  have  re- 
alized from  the  sale  of  it  in  fifty  years.  No  person, 
well  informed  on  this  subject,  can  doubt  this. 

In  the  next  place,  the  United  States  government 
paid  her  for  Ihe  expenses  of  her  civil  posse  lo  defend 
the  state,  and  also  for  the  surveys.  On  this  account 
she  has  already  received  §200,000,  and  hopes  to  re- 
ceive 80  or  100,000  dollars  more.  If  this  hope  shall 
be  realized,  she  will  have  received  §450,000  in  cash. 

But  Maine,  I  admit,  did  not  look,  and  ought  not  to 
bare  looked  to  the  treaty  as  a  mere  pecuniary  bar- 
gain. She  looked  at  olher  things  besides  money. — 
She  look  into  consideration  that  she  was  lo  enjoy 
the  free  navigation  of  the  river  St.  John's.  I  thought 
this  a  great  object  at  the  time  the  treaty  was  made, 
but  I  had  then  no  adequate  conception  of  its  real 
importance.  Circumitances  which  have  since  taken 
place  show  that  its  advantages  to  the  state  are  far 
greater  than  I  then  supposed.  That  river  is  to  be 
free  to  the  citizuus  of  Maine  for  the  transportation 
down  its  stream  of  all  unmanufactured  articles  what- 
ever. Now,  what  is  Ihe  river  St.  John's.'  We  have 
heard  a  vast  deal  lately  of  the  immense  value  and 
importance  of  the  river  Columbia  and  ila  navigation; 
but  1  will  undertake  to  say  that,  for  all  purposes  oi 
human  use,  the  St.  Jjhn's  is  worth  a  hundred  times 
as  mucli  as  the  Columbia  is,  or  ever  will  be.  In 
point  of  magnitude,  it  is  one  of  the  most  respectable 
rivers  on  the  eastern  side  of  this  part  of  America. — 
It  IS  longer  than  the  Hudson,  and  as  large  as  the 
Delaware.  And,  moreover,  it  is  a  river  which  has  a 
mouth  to  it,  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  member 
from  Arkansas,  (.Mr.  Sevier,)  is  a  thing  of  some  im- 
portance in  the  matter  of  rivers.  [A  laugh.]  It  is 
navigable  from  the  aea,  and  for  a  greater  distance 
than  the  Columbia.  It  runs  thniugh  a  good  country, 
and  its  sources  afford  a  communication  with  the 
Arnnstook  valley.     And  I  will  leave  it  to  the  mem- 


ber from  Maine  to  say  whether  that  valley  is  not  one 
of  Ihe  finest  and  most  fertile  parts  of  the  state.  And 
I  will  leave  it  not  only  to  him,  but  to  any  man  at  all 
acquainted  with  the  facts,  whether  this  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  St.  John's  has  not,  atbnce,  greatly  raised 
the  value  of  Ihe  lands  on  Fish  river,  on  the  Allcgash, 
Madawascn,  and  the  St.  Francis.  That  whole  re- 
gion has  no  other  outlet,  and  the  value  of  the  lumber 
which  has,  during  this  very  year,  been  floated  down 
that  river,  is  far  greater'  than  that  of  all  the  furs 
which  have  descended  from  Fort  Vancouver  to  the 
Pacific.  On  this  subject  I  am  enabled  lo  speak  with 
nuthority,  for  it  has  so  happened  that,  since  the  last 
adjournment  of  Ihe  senate,  I  have  looked  at  an  offi- 
cial return  of  the  Hudson  Bay  coinpaiiv,  showing 
the  actual  extent  of  the  fur  trade  in  Oregon,  and  1 
find  it  to  be  much  less  than  I  had  supposed.  An  in- 
telligent gentleman  from  .Missouri  estimated  the  va- 
lue of  that  trade,  on  tho  west  of  the  Kocky  moun- 
tains, at  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually; 
but  I  find  it  stated  in  the  last  publication  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Gregor, of  the  board  of  trade  in  England,  (a  very  ac- 
curate authority,)  that  the  receipts  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  company  for  furs  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains, 
in  1828,  is  placed  at  $138,000.  1  do  not  know,  though 
the  member  from  Missouri  is  lil-ely  to  know,  wheth- 
er all  these  furs  arc  brought  to  Fort  Vancouver:  or 
whether  some  of  them  are  not  sent  through  the  pass- 
es in  the  mountains  to  Hudson  liav;  or  lo  Montreal, 
by  the  way  of  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior.  I 
suppose  this  last  to  be  Ihe  case.  It  is  stated,  how- 
ever, by  the  same  authority,  that  the  aiiiounl  of  goods 
received  at  Vancnuvre,  and  disposed  of  in  payment 
for  furs,  is  §20,000,  annually,  and  no  more. 

Now,  sir,  this  right  to  carry  lumber,  and  grain, 
and  cattle  lo  the  mouth  of  the  river  Si.  John's  on 
equal  terms  with  the  British,  is  a  mailer  of  great  im- 
portance; it  brings  lands  lying  on  its  upper  branches, 
far  in  the  interior,  into  direct  communication  with 
the  sea.  Those  lands  are  valuable  for  timber  now, 
and  a  portion  of  them  are  the  best  in  Iha  slate  for 
agriculture.  The  fact  has  been  stated  to  ine,  on  the 
bi-sl  aulhiirity,  that  in  the  Aroostook  valley  land  is 
lo  be  fc/Liid  which  has  yielded  more  than  forty  bush- 
els of  wheat  to  the  acre,  even  under  the  common 
cultivation  of  new  countries,  i  must,  therefore, 
think  that  Ihe  commissioners  from  Maine  were  quite 
right  in  believing  that  this  was  an  important  acquisi- 
tion for  their  .slate,  and  one  worth  the  surrender  of 
some  acres  oi  barren  mountains  and  impenetrable 
swamps. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  another  class  of  ob- 
jections to  Ibis  treaty  boundary,  on  which  I  wish  to 
submit  a  few  remarks.  It  has  been  alleged,  that  the 
treaty  of  Washington  ceded  very  important  military 
advantages  on  this  continent  to  the  British  govern- 
ment. One  of  these  is  said  to  be  a  military  road  be- 
tween the  two  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and 
Lower  Canada;  and  the  other  is  the  postession  of 
certain  heights,  well  adapted,  as  is  alleged,  to  mili- 
tary defence.  I  think  the.  honorably  member  from 
New  York,  farthest  from  the  chair,  (Mr.  Dix,)  said 
that  by  the  treaty  of  Wasiiington,  a  military  road 
was  surrendered  to  lOngland,  which  she  coiiaidered 
as  of  vital  importance  to  her  possessions  in  America. 
Mr.  Dix  rose  to  explain.  He  had  not  spoken  of  a 
"military  road,"  but  of  a  portion  of  territory  afford- 
ing a  means  of  military  communication  between  two 
of  her  provinces. 

Mr.  V/.  Well,  it  is  the  same  thing,  and  we  will 
see  how  that  matter  stands.  The  honorable  member 
says,  that  he  said  a  means  of  military  ooiumunica- 
tion,  and  not  a  military  road.  I  am  not  a  military 
man,  and  therefore  may  not  so  clearly  comprehend, 
as  thai  member  does,  the  difference  between  a  mili- 
tary road  and  a  means  of  military  communication, 
[a  laugh;]  but  I  will  read  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's speech,  which  I  have  before  me,  understood  lo 
have  been  revised  by  himself.     He  sajs: 

"The  settlement  of  the  norlheaslern  boundary — 
one  of  the  most  delicate  and  difficult  that  has  ever 
arisen  between  us — affords  a  striking  evidence  of  our 
desire  to  maintain  with  her  tho  most  friendly  under- 
standing. We  ceded  to  her  a  portion  of  territory 
which  she  deemed  of  vital  importance  as  a  means  of 
military  communication  between  the  Canadas  and 
her  .Atlantic  provinces,  and  which  will  give  her 
a  great  advantage  in  a  contest  with  us.  The  mea- 
sure was  sustained  by  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  country,  and  1  have  no  desire  or  intention  to  call 
its  wisdom  in  question.  But  it  proves  that  we  were  not 
unwilling  lo  afford  Great  Britain  any  facility  she 
required  for  consolidating  her  North  American  pos- 
sessions—acling  in  peace  as  though  war  was  not  lo 
be  expected  between  Ihe  two  countries.     If  we  had 

cherished  any  ambitious  designs  in  respect  lo  them 

if  we  had  any  olher  wish  than  that  of  continuing  on 
terms  of  amity  with  her  and  them— this  great  mili- 
tary advantage  would  never  have  been  conceded  lo 
her  " 
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"On  the  other  hand,  1  regret  to  say,  that  her  course 
towards  ue  has  been  a  course  of  perpetual  encroach- 
ment. But,  sir,  1  will  not  look  back  upon  the  past 
for  the  purpose  of  rerlTing  disturbing  recoUectioi-  " 

I  should  be  rery  glad  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  show  how  England  derives  so  highly  import- 
ant benefits  from  the  treaty,  in  a  military  point  of 
Tiew,  or  what  proof  there  is  that  she  so  considers  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Dix  said  that  this  treaty  had  been  proclaimed 
by  the  president  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1842. 
Mr.  D.  bad,  at  that  time,  left  the  country.  The  in- 
junction of  secrecy  had  been  removed  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  senate  in  regard  to  the  ratification. 
Although  temporarily  absent  from  the  country,;Mr. 
D.  had  not  lost  sight  of  the  state  of  things  at  home. 
He  read  with  interest  the  debates  in  the  British 
bouse  of  parliament  in  regard  to  the  treaty,  and  he 
was  struck  with  the  fact,  (and  the  debates  would 
bear  him  out  in  the  statement,)  that  distinguished 
public  men  deemed  the  acquisition  of  territory  which 
had  been  gained,  to  be  one  of  vital  importance  as  a 
means  of  connection  and  communication  between 
their  provinces  in  America.  As  to  a  military  road, 
he  had  never  traced  its  course  upon  the  map;  but  he 
believed  that  it  passed  along  the  east  bank  of  the  St 
John's  until  that  river  turned  westward,  and  (lien 
along  its  north  bank  toward  Quebec.  But  by  the 
award  of  the  King  of  Holland,  the  road  would  have 
had  to  run  quite  round  the  head  of  the  river  St. 
Francis.  By  that  award,  our  boundary  was  to  pass 
over  the  range  of  highlands,  far  to  the  north,  and 
near  the  St.  Lawrence  river.  But  by  the  treaty  of 
Washington,  the  line  leaves  those  heights,  and  was 
so  thrown  back  as  to  pass  several  miles  farther  lo  the 
eastward.  He  had  some  notes  here  of  the  debates 
in  parliament,  and  as  the  gentleman  had  called  upon 
him  for  his  proof,  Mr.  D.  would  read  a  few  extracts. 
Here  Mr.  Dix  read  sundry  extracts  from  debates  in 
the  house  of  commons,  and  said  he  thought  they 
sustained  his  position.  But  he  desired  to  say,  that 
he  had  raised  no  question  touching  the  wisdom  of  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty,  or  made  any  reflections 
either  on  those  who  negotiated  the  treaty,  nor  on 
those  who  ratified  it. 

Mr.  W.  proceeded.  The  passages  which  the  ho- 
norable member  has  read,  however  pertinent  they 
may  be  to  another  question,  do  not  touch  the  ques- 
tion immediately  bflore  us.  1  understand, quite  well, 
what  was  said  of  the  heights;  but  nobody,  so  far  as  1 
know,  ever  spoke  of  this  supposed  military  road  or 
military  communication,  as  of  any  importance  at  all, 
unless  it  be  in  a  remark,  not  very  intelligible,  in  an 
article  ascribed  to  Lord  Palmerslon. 

I  was  induced  to  refer  to  this  si  bject,  sir,  by  a  cir- 
cumstance which  I  have  not  long  been  apprised  of. 
Lord  Palmerston  (if  he  be  the  author  of  certain  pub- 
lications ascribed  to  him,)  says  that  all  the  important 
points  were  given  up  by  Lord  Ashburton  to  the  U. 
States.  1  might  here  state,  too,  that  Lord  Palmer- 
ston called  the  whole  treaty  "the  Ashburton  capitu- 
lation," declaring  that  it  yielded  every  thing  that 
was  of  importance  to  Great  Britain,  and  that  all  its 
stipulations  were  lo  the  advantage  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  to  the  sacrifice  of  the  interests  of  Eng- 
land. But  it  is  not  on  such  general  statements,  and 
such  unjust  statements,  nor  on  any  off-hand  expres- 
sions used  in  debate,  though  in  the  roundest  terms, 
that  this  question  must  turn,  pie  speaks  of  thiit  mi- 
litary road,  but  be  entirely  misplaces  it.  The  road 
which  runs  from  New  Brunswick  to  Canada  follows 
the  north  side  of  the  St.  John's  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Madawasca,  and  then  turning  northwest,  follows  that 
stream  to  Lake  Tamariscotta,  and  thence  over  a  de- 
pressed part  of  the  highlands  till  it  strikes  the  St. 
Lawrence  one  hundred  and  seventeen  miles  below 
Quebec.  This  is  the  road  which  has  been  always 
used,  and  there  is  no  other. 

1  admit,  it  is  very  convenient  for  the  British  go- 
Ternment  to  possess  territory  through  which  they 
may  enjoy  a  road;  it  is  of  great  value  as  an  avenue 
of  communication  in  the  time  of  peace;  but,  as  a  mi- 
litary communication,  it  is  of  no  value  at  all.  What 
business  can  an  army  ever  have  there?  Besides,  it 
is  no  gorge, no  pass,  no  narrow  defile,  to  be  defended 
by  a  fort.  If  a  fori  should  be  built  there  an  army 
could,  at  pleasure,  make  a  detour  so  as  to  keeji  out 
of  the  reach  of  its  guns.  It  is  very  useful,!  admit, 
in  lime  of  peace.  But  docs  not  every  body  fcno", , 
military  man  or  not,  Ihat  unless  there  is  a  defile,  or 
Kome  narrow  place  ihiough  which  troops  must  pass, 
and  which  a  lorlilicatiun  will  command  that  a  mere 
open  road  must  in  limo  of  war,  be  in  the  power  of 
the  strongest?  If  wc  rcuiined  the  road  by  treaty, 
and  war  cam*,  would  not  the  Englixh  take  posses- 
sion of  it  if  they  could?  WoiiM  Ihuy  be  restrained 
by  a  regard  to  the  treaty  of  Washington?  I  have 
never  yet  heard  a  reason  adduced  why  this  commu- 
nication should  be  regarded  as  the  slighlcsl  possible 
advantage  in  a  military  point  of  view. 


By  a  map  published  with  the  speech  of  the  hono- 
rable member  from  Missouri,  made  in  the  senate,  on 
the  question  of  ratifying  the  treaty,  this  well  known 
and  long  used  road  is  laid  down  probably  from  the 
same  source  of  error  which  misled  lord  Palmerston, 
as  following  the  St.  John's  on  its  south  side,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  Francis;  thence  along  that  river  to 
its  source  and  thence,  by  a  single  bound,  over  the 
highlands,  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  near  Quebec.  This 
is  all  imagination.  It  is  called  the  "Valley  Road." 
Valley  Road,  indeed!  Why,  sir,  it  is  represented 
as  running  over  the  very  ridge  of  the  most  inacces- 
sible part  of  the  highlands!  It  is  made  to  cross 
abrupt  and  broken  precipices  2,000  feet  high!  It  is, 
at  different  points  of  its  imaginary  course,  from  fifty 
to  a  hundred  miles  distant  from  the  real  road.  So 
much,  Mr.  President,  for  the  greatest  boon  of  milita- 
ry communication  conceded  to  England.  It  is  nothing    _ 

more  nor  less  than  a  common   road,  along  streams  j  (^j^gV  by    iV  are"  worth"  a  Tul^hrBureTenirthey 


nada.  And,  sir,  this  avenue  to  Canada,  this  practi- 
cable avenue,  and  only  practicable  avenue  east  of 
that  by  way  of  Lake  Champlain,  is  left  now  just  as 
it  was  found  by  the  treaty.  The  treaty  does  not 
touch  it,  nor  in  any  manner  affect  it  all. 

But  I  must  go  further.  I  said  that  Ihe  treaty  of 
Washington  was  a  treaty  of  equivalenls,  in  which 
it  was  expected  that  each  party  should  give  some- 
thing and  receive  something.  And  I  am  now  wil- 
ling to  meet  any  gentleman,  be  he  a  military  man  or 
not,  who  will  make  the  assertion  that,  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  the  greatest  advantages  derived  from 
that  treaty  were  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain.  It 
was  on  this  point  that  I  wished  to  say  something  in 
reply  to  an  honorable  member  from  N.  York,  (Mr. 
Dickenson),  who  will  have  it  that  in  this  treaty, 
England  supposes  that  she  got  the  advantage  of  us. 
Sir,  1  do  not  think   Ihe  military  advantages  she  ob- 


and  lakes,  and  over  a  country,  in  great  part  rather 
flat.  It  then  passes  the  heights  lo  tlie  St.  Lawrence 
If  war  breaks  out  we  shall  take  il,  if  we  can,  and  if 
we  need  it,  of  which  there  is  not  the  slightest  proba- 
bility. It  will  never  be  protected  by  fortifications, 
and  never  can  be.  It  will  be  just  as  easy  to  take 
il  from  England,  rn  case  of  war,  as  it  would  be  lo 
keep  possession  of  it,  if  it  were  our  own 

In  regard  lo  Ihe  defence  of  the  heights.  I  shall  dis- 
pose of  Ihat  subject  in  a  few  words.  There  is  a 
ridge  of  highlands  which  does  approach  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  although  it  is  not  true  that  Ihey  over- 
look Quebec;  on  the  contrary,  the  ridge  is  at  the  dis- 
tance of  thirty  or  forty  miles. 

It  is  very  natural  that  military  men  in  England,  or 
indeed  in  any  part  ol  P^urope,  should  have  attached 
great  importance  to  these  mountains  The  greal 
military  authority  of  England — perhaps  Ihe  highesl 
living  military  authority — had  served  in  India  and 
on  the  European  continent,  and  it  was  natural  enougfi 
that  he  should  apply  European  ideas  of  military  de- 
fences lo  America.  But  Ihey  are  quite  inapplicihle. 
Highlands  such  as  these  were  not  ordinarily  fnund 
on  the  great  battle  fields  of  Europe.  They  were 
neither  Alps  nor  Pyrenees,  they  had  no  passes  and 
never  will  have.  Then  there  were  another  reason. 
In  1839,  an  ex  parte  survey  was  made,  as  I  have  said, 
by  captain  Mudgeand  Mr.  Featherstonliough,  if  sur- 
vey it  could  be  called,  of  Ihe  reigon  in  the  north  of 
Maine,  for  the  use  of  the  British  government.  I 
dare  say  Mr.  Mudge  is  an  intelligent  and  respectable 
officer;  how  much  personal  attention  he  gave  the 
subject  1  do  not  know.  As  to  Mr.  Fealherslonhaugh, 
he  has  been  in  our  service,  and  his  authority  is  not 
worth  a  straw.  These  two  persons  made  a  report, 
containing  this  very  singular  staiement:  That,  in  Ihe 
ridge  of  high  lands  nearest  to  the  St.  Lawrence, 
ihere  was  a  gi eat  Aiadis  in  one  particular  place,  a 
gap  of  thirty  or  foity  miles,  in  which  the  elevation 
dill  not  exceed  fifty  feet.  This  was  certainly  the 
strangest  statement  that  ever  was  made.  Their 
whole  report  gave  but  one  measurement  by  the  ba- 
rometer, and  that  measurement  stated  the  height  of 
twelve  hundred  feet.  A  survey  and  map  were  made 
the  following  year  by  our  own  commissioners,  Messrs. 
Graham  and  Talcut,  of  the  topographical  corps,  and 
professor  Renwick,  of  Columbia  college.  On  this 
map,  the  very  spot  where  this  gap  was  said  lo  be 
situated  is  dotted  over  thickly  with  figures,  showing 
heights  varying  from  1,200  to  2,000  feel,  and  forming 
one  rough  and  lofty  ridge,  marked  by  abrupt  and  al- 
most perpendicular  precipices.  When  this  map  and 
report  of  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Featherstonhaugh  was 
sent  to  England,  the  British  authorities  saw  that  this 
alleged  gap  was  laid  down  as  an  indefensible  point, 
and  It  was  probably  on  that  ground  alone  thai  they 
desired  a  line  east  of  that  ridge,  in  order  that  Ihey 
might  guard  against  access  of  a  hostile  power  from 
the  United  Slates.  But  in  trulh  there  is  no  such 
gap,  not  at  all;  our  engineers  proved  this,  and  we 
quite  well  understood  it  when  agreeing  to  Ihe  boun- 
dary. Any  man  of  common  sense,  military  or  not, 
must,  therefore,  now  sec  that  nothing  can  be  more 
imaginary  or  unfounded  than  the  idea  Ihat  any  im- 
portance could  attach  to  the  possession  of  these 
heights. 

Sir,  there  are  two  old  and  well  known  roads  to 
Canada.  One  by  way  of  Lake  Champlain  and  the 
Richelieu,  to  Montreal.  This  is  the  route  which 
armies  have  traversed  so  often,  in  different  periods 
■  if  our  history.  The  other  leads  from  iho  Keneheok 
liver  to  the  sources  of  the  Chaudiere  and  Ihe  Du 
Luup,  and  so  to  Quebec.  This  last  was  Iho  track  of 
Arnold's  march.  East  of  this  there  is  no  practicable 
communicalion  for    troops   between   Maine  and  Ca 


were — if  she  had  obtained  advantages  of  the  greatest 
value — would  it  not  have  been  fair  in  the  member 
from  New  York  to  state,  nevertheless  whether  there 
were  not  equivalent  military  advantages  obtained, 
on  our  side,  in  other  parts  of  the  line?  Would  il  not 
have  been  candid  and  proper  in  him,  when  adverting 
to  the  military  advantages  obtained  by  England  in  a 
communication  between  New  Brunswick  and  Cana- 
da, if  such  advantages  there  were,  to  have  stated,  on 
Ihe  other  hand,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  regaining 
bj  us  of  Rouse's  Point,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain?— an  advantage  which  overbalanced  all  others, 
forty  times  told.  I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  I 
certainly  never  expected  that  a  member  from  New 
York,  above  all  other  men  should  speak  of  this  trea- 
ty as  conferring  military  advantages  on  Great  Bri- 
tain, without  full  equivalents.  1  listened  to  it, I  con- 
fess, ivith  utier  astonishment.  A  distinguished  mem- 
ber from  that  slate,  (Mr.  Wright)  saw,  at  the  time, 
very  clearly  the  advantages  gained  by  this  treaty  to 
Ihe  U.  States  and  to  New  York  He  voted  willingly 
for  its  ratification,  and  he  never  will  say  Ihat  Great 
Britain  obtained  a  balance  of  advantages  in  a  mili- 
tary point  of  view. 

Why,  how  is  the  slate  of  New  York  affected  by 
this  treaty?  Sir,  is  not  Rouse's  Point  perfectly  well 
known,  and  adniilted,  by  every  military  man,  to  be 
the  key  of  Lake  Champlain?  It  commands  every 
vessel  passing  up  and  down  the  lake,  between  Niiw 
York  and  Canada.  It  had  always  been  supposed 
that  tills  point  lay  some  distance  south  of  the  paral- 
lel of  45,  which  was  our  boundary  line  with  Canada, 
and,  therefore,  was  within  the  United  Stales;  and 
under  this  supposition  the  United  Slates  purchased 
the  land,  and  commenced  the  erection  of  a  strong 
fortress.  But  a  more  accurate  survey  having  been 
made  in  1818,  by  astronomers  on  both  sides,  it  was 
found  that  the  parallel  of  45  ran  south  of  this  fortress, 
and  thus  Rouse's  Point,  with  the  fort  upon  it,  was 
found  to  be  in  the  British  dominions.  This  disco- 
very created,  as  well  it  might,  a  great  sensation  here. 
None  knows  Ibis  better  than  Ihe  honorable  member 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr-  Calhoun,)  who  was  then 
at  the  head  of  the  war  department.  As  Rouse's 
Point  was  no  longer  ours,  we  sent  our  engineers  to 
examine  the  shores  of  the  lake,  lo  find  some  other 
place  or  places  which  we  might  fortify.  They 
made  a  report,  on  their  return,  saying,  ihat  there 
were  two  other  points,  some  distance  south  of 
Rouse's  Point,  one  called  Windmill  Point,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  lake,  and  the  other  called  Sluney 
Point,  on  the  west  side,  which  it  became  necessary 
now  to  fortify,  and  they  gave  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  expense.  When  this  treaty  was  in  pro- 
cess of  negotiation,  we  called  for  the  opinion  of 
mililary  men  respecting  the  value  of  Rouse's  Point, 
in  order  to  see  whether  it  was  highly  desirable^ 
obtain  il-  We  had  ihcir  report  belorc  us,  in  which 
it  was  slated  Ihat  the  natural  and  besl  point  for  the 
delence  of  Ihe  oullet  of  Lake  Champlain  was 
House's  Point.  In  fact,  any  body  inighl  see  Ihat 
this  was  the  case  who  would  look  at  the  map.  The 
point  projects  into  the  narrowest  passage  by  which 
Ihe  walers  of  the  lake  pass  into  the  Richelieu.  Any 
vessel,  passing  into  or  out  of  the  lake,  must  come 
within  point  blank  range  of  the  guns  of  a  fortress 
erected  on  this  poiiil;  and  il  ran  out  so  far  that  any 
such  vessel  must  approach  the  fort,  head  on,  for 
several  miles,  so  as  to  be  exposed  lo  u  raking  fire 
from  Ihe  battery,  before  she  could  possibly  bring  her 
broadside  to  bear  upon  the  Ibrt  at  all.  Il  was  very 
different  with  the  points  farther  soiilli.  Between 
them  the  passage  was  much  wider;  so  much  so,  in- 
deed, that  a  vessel  might  pass  directly  between  the 
Iwo,  and  not  be  in  re.ich  of  a  point  blank  shot  from 


nada,  till  we  go  to  the  .Madawasca.     Wc  had  before  '  either. 

us  a  report  from  gon.  Wool,  while  this  treaty  was  in  !  Mr.  Dickinson,  of  N.  Y.  here  interposed  to  ask  a 
negotiation,  in  wliich  that  intelligent  oUicer  declares,  j  qneslion.  Did  not  Ihe  Dutch  give  us  House's  point? 
that  it  IS  perfectly  idle  to  think  of  fortifying  any  |  Mr.  W.— Certainly  not.  It  gave  us  a  liltle  senii- 
poinl  east  of  this  road.  Il  is  a  mountain  region, '  circular  line,  running  round  the  fori,  but  not  includ- 
thruugh  which    uu   army  can  possibly  pass  into  Cu-  I  ingwhat  we  had  possessed  before.     And  besides,  we 
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had  rejected  the  Dutch  line,  and  Ihe  whole  poin! 
now  clearly  belonged  to  England.  It  was  ill  ivithin 
Ihe  British  territory.  Does  the  gentleman  under- 
itand  me  now? 

Mr.  Dickinson. — Oh  yes,  1  understand  you  now, 
and  I  understood  you  before. 

Mr.  W. — 1  am  glad  he  does.  (A  laugh.)  1  was 
saying  thnt  a  vessel  might  pass  between  the  two 
points.  Windmill  point  and  Stony  point,  and  escape 
point  blanc  shot  from  eiiher.  Meanwhile  her  broad- 
side could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  either  of  them. — 
The  forts  would  be  entirely  independent  of  each 
other,  and,  having  no  communication,  could  not  ren- 
der each  other  the  least  assistance  in  case  of  attack. 
But  the  military  men  told  us,  there  was  no  sort  of 
question,  that  Rouse's  point  was  extremely  desira- 
ble as  a  point  of  military  defence.  This  is  plain 
enough,  and  1  need  not  spend  time  to  prove  it.  Of 
one  thing  I  am  ceitain,  Ihut  the  true  road  to  Canada 
ii  by  the  way  of  Lake  Champlain.  This  i;;  the  old 
path.  I  take  to  myself  the  credit  of  having  said  here, 
thirty  years  ago.  speaking  of  Ihe  mude  of  taking  Can- 
ada, that  when  an  American  woodsman  undertakes 
to  fell  a  tree,  he  does  not  begin  by  lopping  off  the 
branches,  but  strikes  his  axe  at  once  into  the  trunk. 
The  trunk,  in  relation  to  Canada,  is  Montreal,  and 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  down  to  Quebec;  and  so  we 
found  in  Ihe  last  war.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  scan 
the  propriety  of  military  measures  then  adopted,  but 
1  suppose  them  to  be  lather  accidental  and  unfortu- 
nate, that  we  begun  the  attack  in  Upper  Canada.  It 
would  have  been  better  military  policy,  as  I  suppose, 
to  have  pushed  our  whole  force  by  the  way  of  Lake 
Champlain,  and  made  a  direct  movement  on  Montreal; 
and  though  we  might  thereby  have  lost  the  glories  of 
the  battles  of  the  Thames,  and  of  Lundy's  Jane,  and 
of  the  sortie  from  Fort  Erie,  yet  we  should  have 
won  other  laurels  of  equal,  and  perhaps  greater,  val- 
ue at  .Montreal.  Once  successful  in  this  movement, 
the  whole  country  above  would  have  fallen  into  our 
power.  Is  not  this  evident  to  every  gentleman.' — 
Now  Rouse's  point  is  the  best  means  of  defending 
both  the  ingress  into  the  lake  and  the  exit  from  it. — 
And  1  say  now,  that  on  the  whole  frontier  of  the 
state  of  Kew  York,  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
narrows  below  the  city,  there  is  not  a  point  of  equal 
importance.  I  hope  this  government  will  last  for- 
ever, bui,  if  It  does  nut,  and  if,  in  the  judgment  of 
Heaven,  so  great  a  calamity  should  belal  us  as  the 
rupture  of  this  Union,  and  the  stale  of  New  York 
shall  thereby  be  thrown  upon  her  own  defences,  I 
ask,  is  there  a  single  point,  except  the  narrows,  the 

possession  of  which  she  will  so  much  desire?     No 

there  is  not  one.  And  how  did  we  obtain  this  ad- 
Tantage  for  her?  The  parallel  of  45  north  was  es- 
tablished by  the  treaty  of  '83  as  our  boundary  with 
Canada  in  that  part  of  the  line.  But,  as  I  hare  sta- 
ted, that  hne  was  found  to  run  .>outh  of  Rouse's 
point.  And  how  did  we  get  back  this  precious  pos- 
session? By  running  a  little  semi-circle  like  that  of 
the  Dutch  king?  No;  we  went  back  to  the  old  line; 
which  had  always  been  supposed  to  be  the  true  line, 
and  the  establishment  of  which  gave  us  not  only 
Rouse's  point,  but  a  strip  of  land  containing  some 
thirty  or  forty  thousand  acres  between  t..e  parallel 
01  45  and  tlie  old  line. 

The  same  arrangement  gave  us  a  similar  advan- 
tage in  Vermont;  and  I  have  never  heard  that  the 
constituents  of  my  friend  near  me,  (Mr.  Phelps,) 
made  any  complaint  of  the  treaty.  The  slate  got 
about  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  acres,  including  sev- 
eral villages,  which  'vould  otherwise  have  been  left 
on  the  British  side  of  the  line.  We  received  Rouse's 
point,  a  i  this  additional  land,  as  one  of  the  equiva- 
lents foi    the  cession  of  territory  made   in  Maine. 

And  what  di''  -ve  do  for  New  Ha.i.pshire?  There 
was  an  anci-.  ;■.  dispute  as  to  which  was  the  north- 
westernmost  h.  aa  of  the  Connecticut  river.  There 
were  several  slrean.s;  either  of  which  might  be  in- 
sisted on  as  the  true  boundary.  But  we  claimed 
that  called  Hall's  stream.  This  had  not  formally 
been  allowed;  the  Dutch  award  did  not  give  lo  New 
Hanip-hire  what  she  claimed;  anc  Mr.  Van  Ness, 
our  commissioner,  appointed  under  the  treaty  o( 
Ghent,  after  examining  the  ground,  came  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  we  were  not  entitled  to  Hall's  stream. 
I  thought  that  we  were  so  entitled,  although  I  aduiit 
that  Hall's  stream  does  notjoiu  the  Conneclicit  riv 
er  till  after  it  has  passed  the  parallel  of  45.  By  the 
treaty  of  Wasliihgtoo  this  demand  was  agreed  to,  and 
't  gave  New  Hampshire  one  hundred  thousand  acres 
ot  land.  I  do  not  say  that  we  obtained  this  wrong- 
>ullj;  but  1  do  say  that  wt  got  that  whici:  .Mr.  Van 
Ness  had  doubled  our  right  to.  1  thought  the  claim 
just,  however,  and  the  line  was  established  accord- 
ingly. And  here  let  me  say  once  for  all,  thai  if  we 
had  gone  for  arbitration,  we  should  inevitably  have 
lost  what  the  treaty  gave  lo  Verrwont  and  New  York; 
because  all  that  was  clear  mailer  of  cession,  and  not 
aojustmenl  of  doubtful  boundary. 


T  think  that  I  r>ui»ht  now  to  relieve  the  sena'e  from 
any  further  n..,\arks  on  this  northeastern  bound^iry. 
I  say  that  it  was  a  favorable  arrangement,  both  t" 
Maine  and  Massachusetts,  and  that  nine  tenths  of 
their  people  are  well  satisfied  with  it;  and  I  say  also, 
that  it  was  advantageous  to  Now  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, and  New  York.  And  I  say,  further,  that  it 
gave  up  no  important  military  point,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, obtained  one  of  the  greatest  conseq'ience  and 
value.  And  here  I  leave  that  part  of  the  case  for 
the  consideration  of  the  senate  and  the  country. 

[Here  the  senate  adjourned.] 

.Ipril  7. 

Mr.  Webster  resumed.  Yesterday  I  read  an  ex- 
tract from  the  proceedings  in  the  British  parliament 
of  a  despatch  from  Lord  Palmcrslon  lo  Mr.  Fox,  in 
which  Lord  Palmerslon  says — that  the  British  gov- 
ernment, as  early  as  1840,  had  perceived  that  they 
never  could  come  to  a  settlement  of  this  controversy 
with  the  government  of  .Mr.  Van  Buren  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  whether  the  fault  was  more  on  one  side 
than  the  other;  but  I  wish  to  bar,  in  the  first  place, 
any  inference  of  an  iniproper  character  which  may 
be  drawn  from  that  statement  of  the  British  secreta- 
ry of  foreign  affairs.  It  was  not,  thai  they  looked 
forward  to  a  change  which  should  bring  gentlemen 
into  power  more  pliable,  more  agreeable  to  the  pur- 
poses of  England.  No,  sir,  those  remarks  of  Lord 
Palmerslon,  whether  true  or  false,  were  nut  caused 
by  any  peculiar  stoutness  or  stiffness  which  Mr.  Van 
Buren  had  ever  maintained  on  our  side  of  the  merits 
of  the  question.  The  merits  of  Ihe  boundary  ques- 
tion were  never  discussed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  any 
extent.  The  thing  that  his  administration  discussed 
was  the  formation  of  a  convention  of  exploration  and 
arbitration  to  settle  the  question.  A  few  years  be- 
fore this  despatch  of  Lord  Palmerslon  to  Mr.  Fox, 
the  two  governments,  as  I  have  repeatedly  said,  had 
agreed  how  the  question  should  be  settled.  They 
hau  agreed  that  there  should  be  an  exploration. — 
Mr.  Van  Buren  had  proposed  and  urged  arbitration 
also.  England  had  agreed  to  this,  at  his  request. — 
The  governments  had  agreed  la  these  two  principles, 
therefore,  long  before  the  date  of  that  letter  of  Lord 
Palmerslon;  and  from  that  agreement,  till  near 
the  close  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration,  the 
whole  correspondence  turned  on  the  arrangement  of 
details  of  a  convention  for  arbitration,  according  to 
the  stipulation  of  the  parties.  Therefore,  it  was  not 
on  account  of  any  notion  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  stood 
up  for  American  questions  better  than  others.  It 
was  because  these  subordinate  questions  respecting 
the  convention  for  arbitration  had  got  into  so  much 
complexity — so  embarrassed  wilh  projects  and  coun- 
ter projects — had  become  so  ditBcull  and  entangled, 
and  because  every  etlert  to  disentangle  them  had 
made  the  matter  worse.  On  this  account  alone  Lord 
Palmerslon  had  made  the  remarks.  1  wish  to  draw 
no  inference  that  would  be  injurious  to  others,  to 
make  no  imputation  ou  Mr.  Van  Buren.  But  it  is 
necessary  to  remember,  that  this  dispute  had  run  on 
for  years,  and  was  likely  lo  run  on  iorever,  though 
the  main  principles  had  already  been  agreed  on,  viz: 
exploration  and  arbitration.  It  was  an  endless  dis- 
cussion of  details,  and  forms  of  proceeding,  in  which 
Ihe  parties  receded  farther  and  farther  from  each 
other  every  day. 

One  thinii  more,  sir,  by  way  of  explanation.  I  re- 
ferred yesterday  to  the  report  made  by  Gen.  Wool 
in  respect  to  ihe  ro-ad  from  Kennebec.  In  point  of 
fact,  the  place  which  Gen.  Wool  recommended  in 
1838,  to  be  fortilied,  was  a  few  miles  farther  east, 
towards  the  waters  of  llie  Penobscot  river;  then  Ar- 
nold's roule;  but,  generally,  the  remark  I  made  was 
perfectly  true,  that  east  of  that  line  there  has  not 
been  a  road  or  passage.  The  honorable  member 
from  New  York  yesterday  produced  extracts  from 
certain  debates  in  parliament  respecting  the  impor- 
tance of  Ihe  territory  ceded  lo  England  in  a  military 
point  of  view.  J  beg  to  refer  lo  some  others  which 
1  hold  in  my  hand,  but  which  I  shall  not  read, — the 
speeches  of  Sir  Charles  Napier,  Lord  Palmerslon, 
Sir  Howard  Douglass,  &c.,  as  an  olfset  to  those 
quoted  by  the  honorable  member.  But  I  dn  not 
think  it  of  importance  to  balance  ihose  opinions 
against  each  other.  Some  gentlemen  appear  lo  en- 
tertain one  set  of  opinions,  some  another,  and,  for 
my  own  part,  1  candidly  admit  that  by  both,  one  and 
the  other,  facts  are  overstated.  I  d-j  not  believe,  sir, 
thai  anytiiing,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  ceded  by 
us  lo  Ei. gland,  is  of  any  consequence  to  us  or  to  her; 
or  that  anythin;;  important,  in  that  respect,  was  ce- 
ded by  eiiher  party,  except  one  thing,  that  is  Rouse'* 
point.  I  do  believe  it  was  an  acquisition  o(  impor- 
tance lo  repossess  ourselves  of  the  site  of  thai  fort- 
ress, and  to  that  point  I  shall  proceed  to  make  a  few 
remarks  that  escaped  me  yesterday.  I  do  not  com- 
plain here  thai  the  member  from  New  York  has  un- 
derrated the  importance  of  that  acquisition.  He  has 
not  spoken  of  it.     But  what  1  do  complain  of — if 


co'nplaint  it  may  be  called — is,  that  when  he  spoko 
of  cessions  ii-.,-ide  to  England  h,  the  treatv  of  Wash- 
iiujlon.  a  treaty  which  proposed  to  pro,  e.  d  on  the 
ground  of  mutual  concessions,  equivalents,  and  con- 
siderations— when  referring  to  such  a  treaty  to  showr 
the  concessions  made  to  England,  he  did  not  consider 
it  necessary  lo  slate,  on  the  nlherhand,  Iho  corres- 
ponding cessions  made  by  England  to  us.  And  I  say 
again,  that  the  cession  of  Rouse's  point  hy  her,  must 
be,  and  is  considered  by  those  best  capable  of  appre- 
ciating its  value,  of  more  importance  than  all  the 
cessions  which  we  made  lo  England  in  a  military 
point;  and  to  show  how  our  government  have  re- 
garded its  importance,  let  me  remind  you,  that  imme- 
diately on  the  close  of  the  last  war,  although  the 
country  was  heavily  in  debl,  there  was  nothing  to 
which  the  government  addressed  itself  with  more 
zeal  than  to  fortify  this  point,  as  Ihe  natural  defence 
of  Lake  Champlain.  As  early  as  as  13IG,  the  gov- 
eminent  paid  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  dollars  for 
the  site,  and  went  on  with  the  work  at  an  expense  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  But  in  1818,  the  as- 
tronomers, appointed  on  both  sides,  found  it  was  on 
the  English  side  of  the  boundary.  That,  of  course, 
terminated  ouroperations.  But  that  is  not  all.  How 
did  our  government  regard  the  acquisition  by  the 
treaty  of  Washington?  Why  the  ink  wilh  which 
that  treaty  was  signed  was  hardly  dry,  when  the 
most  eminent  engineers  were  despatched  to  that 
place,  who  examined  its  strength  and  proceeded  to 
renew  and  rebuild  it.  And  no  military  work — not 
even  the  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  the  narrows, 
approaching  the  harbor  of  New  York,  has  been  pro- 
ceeded wilh  by  Ihe  government  wilh  more  zeal. — 
Having  said  so  much,  sir,  I  will  merely  add,  that  if 
gentlemen  desire  lo  obtain  more  informalion  on  this 
important  subject,  they  may  consult  the  head  of  the 
engineer  corps.  Col.  Totten,  and  Commodore  Morris, 
who  went  there  by  instructions  lo  examine  it,  and 
who  reported  thereon. 

.^nd  here,  sir,  I  conclude  my  remarks  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  northeastern  boundary. 

And  now  leave  it  to  the  country  to  say,  whether 
this  question,  this  troublesome,  and  annoying,  and 
dan;;erous  question,  which  had  lasted  through  the 
ordinary  length  of  two  generations. having  now  been 
taken  up,  in  1841,  was  not  well  settled,  and  prompt- 
ly settled?  Whether  il  was  not  well  settled  for  Maine 
and  Massachusetts,  and  well  settled  fur  the  whole 
country?  And  whether  in  the  opinion  of  all  fair  and 
candid  men,  the  complaint  about  it  which  we  hear 
at  this  day,  does  not  arise  entirely  from  a  desire  that 
those  connected  with  the  accomplishment  of  a  mea- 
sure so  important  to  the  peace  of  the  country  should 
not  be  allowed  to  derive  too  mach  credii  from  iL' 

Mr.  President,  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat 
"Caroline,"  in  the  harbor  of  Schlosser,  by  a  British 
force,  ill  December,  1837,  and  the  arrest  of  Alexan- 
der McLeod,  a  British  subject  composing  part  of 
that  force,  four  years  afterwards,  by  the  authorities 
of  New  York,  and  his  trial  for  nn  alleged  murder 
commilled  by  him  on  that  occasion,  have  been  sub- 
jects of  remark,  here  and  elsewhere,  at  this  session 
of  congress.  They  are  connected  subjects,  and  call, 
ill  the  first  place,  for  a  brief  historical  narrative 

In  Ihe  year  1837  a  civil  conimotiin  or  rebellion, 
which  had  broken  out  in  Canada,  had  been  sup- 
pressed, and  many  persons  engaged  in  it  had  fled  lo 
the  United  Slates.  In  the  autumn  of  that  year  these 
persons,  associating  with  themselves  many  persons 
of  lawless  charaeter  in  the  United  States,  made  at- 
lual  war  on  Canada,  and  took  posscssiu;i  of  Navy 
Island,  belonging  lo  England,  in  the  Niagara  river. 
It  may  be  the  safest  course  to  give  an  account  of 
these  occurrences  from  ofKoial  sources.  .Mr.  Van 
Buren  thus  recites  the  facts,  as  the  government  of 
llie  United  Slates  understood  them,  in  his  message 
of  December,  1833: 

"1  had  hoped  that  the  respect  for  the  laws  and  re- 
gard for  the  peace  and  honor  of  their  own  country, 
which  has  ever  characterized  the  citizens  of  the  U. 
S'ates,  would  have  prevented  any  portion  of  them 
from  using  any  means  to  promote  insurrection  ia 
the  territory  of  a  power  wilh  which  we  arc  at  peace, 
and  with  which  the  United  States  are  desirous  of 
mainlaining  the  most  friendly  relations.  I  regret 
deeply,  however,  to  be  obligud  lo  inform  you  that 
this  has  not  been  the  case. 

"Infurinalion  has  been  given  to  me,  derived  from 
official  and  other  sources,  that  many  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales  have  associated  together  to  make  hos- 
tile incursions  from  our  territory  into  Canada,  and 
lu  aid  and  abet  insurrection  there;  in  violation  of  the 
obligations  and  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  and  in 
open  disregard  of  their  own  duties  as  citizens.  This 
iiilurination  has  been  in  part  confirmed,  by  a  hostile 
invasion  actually  made  by  citizens  ol  the  U.  States, 
in  conjunction  with  Canadians  and  olhers,  and  ao- 
companied  by  a  forcible  seizure  of   the   property  of 
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our  "ilizo-i^  aiuiajipl..  :.liun  thereof  to  the  pn^a 
citi^'-,  ot"  miV.laiv  opi-raliniH  ajainst  Ihe  aiithoriiies 
and  people  of  Ca„ada.  The  results  of  these  cnm,- 
nal  assaults  upor.  the  peace  and  order  of  a  neighbor- 
ing country  have  been,  as  was  to  be  expected,  fatal- 
ly destruclive  to  the  misguided  or  deluded  persons 
engaKcd  in  Ihem,  and  highly  injurious  to  those  in 
whose  behalf  they  were  professed  to  ha»e  been  un 
dertaken  The  authorities  in  Canada,  from  inlelli- 
eence  received  of  such  intended  movements  ammi? 
our  citizens,  have  fell  themselves  oldised  to  lake 
precautionary  measures  against  them,  have  aclually 
embodied  the  militia,  and  assumed  an  attitude  to  re- 
pel an  invasion,  lo  which  they  believed  the  colonies 
were  exposed  from  the  United  Slates.  A  stale  of 
feeling  on  both  sides  of  the  frontier  has  thus  been 
produced,  which  called  for  prompt  and  vigorous  in- 
terference." .     r  .L 

The  following  is  the  Brithh  account  of  the  same 

occurrence:  .     r  /-.       j 

"In  this  "late  of  thin-s  a  small  band  of  Canadian 
refugees  who  had  taken  shelter  in  the  state  o(  New 
York  formed  a  league  with  a  number  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  Siales  for  the  purpose  of  invading  Ihe 
Briiish  leiTitorv,  not  to  join  a  party  engaged  in  civil 
vi'ar  nerau^e  I'lvil  war  al  that  lime  in  Canada  there 
wa/none,  out  in  order  lo  commit,  within  the  British 
terniorj,  the  crimes  of  robbery,  arson,  and  murder. 
■■■B>  a  n.-ileci  on  ihe  part  ol  that  government,  (N. 
loik)  i^hich  seems  lo  admit  of  but  one  explanation, 
Ihe  "lo're  houses  which  contained  the  arms  and  am- 
munilion  of  the  slate  were  left  unguarded,  and  were 
consequently  broken  open  by  this  gang,  who  carried 
oHlhence  ID  open  day,  and  in  the  most  public  man- 
ner, cannon  and  Iheir  implements  of  war. 

"After   some    days'  preparation  these  people  pro- 
ceeded, without  any   interruption  from    the   govern^ 
ment  or  authorities  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and 
under  the  command  of  an  American   citizen,  to  in- 
vade and  occupy  Navy  Island,  and  part  of  the  British 
lerriiory;  and,  having  engaged  ihe  steamboat  Caro- 
line  which,  for  their  special  service,  was  cut  out  ol 
the  ice,  in  which  she  bad  been  enclosed  in    the  port 
of  BuB'alo,they  had  used  her  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing over  to  Navy  Island,  from  the  United  Slates  ter- 
ritory,  men,  arms,  ammunition,  stores  and   provi- 
sions. ,     ,.      ,i.-     •  r   ij  ■ 
'•The  preparations  made  for  this  invasion  ol    Bri- 
tish territory  by  a   band  of  men  organized,  armed, 
and  equipped  within  the  Uniied  Stales,  and  consist 
ing  partly  of  British  suhj.:cts  and  partly  of  American 
citizens,  had  induced  the  British   aulhorilies  to  sta- 
tion a  mililary  force  al  Chippewa,  to  repel  the  threat- 
ened invasion,  and  to  defend  her  majesty's  territory. 
The  commander  of  thai  fort,  seeing  thai  the  Caroline 
was  used  as  a  means  of  supply  and  reinforccmenl  for 
the  invaders,  who  had  occupied  Navy  Island,  judged 
thai  the  capture  and  desiruclion  of  that  vessel  would 
prevent  supplies   and    reinforcements   from  passing 
over  to  Ihe  island,  and  would,  moreover,  deprive  the 
force  on  Ihe  island  of  the  means  of  passing  over  to 
the  British  territory  on  the  main  land."  I 
According  to  the  British  accounl,  the   expedition  ! 
sent  10  capture  the  Caroline  expected    to  find  her  al 
Navy  Island  but  when  the  commanding  oflicer  came 
round  the  point  of    Ihe  island  in   Ihe  night  he  found 
that  she  was  moored  to  Ihe  other  shore.     This  did 
not  deter  him    from   making   Ihe  capture.     In   that 
capture  a  citizen  of  the  United   Slates  by  the  name 
of  Durlree  lost  his  life;    Ihe  British    authorities  pre 
tend,  by  a  chance  shot  by  one  of  his  own  party;  the 
American,  by  a  shot  from  one  of  the  British  p.irty. 

This  transaction  took  place  on  the  29lti  of  De- 
cember, 1837,  in  Ihe  first  year  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
administraliuii;  and  no  sooner  wa^  it  known  here, 
and  made  the  subject  of  a  communication  by  Mr. 
Forsylhe  to  Mr.  Fox,  than  the  latter  avowed  it,  as 
an  act  done  by  the  British  aulhoritles,  and  justified 
it,  as  a  proper  and  necessary  measure  ol  self-de- 
fence. Observe,  sir,  if  you  please,  Ihal  the  Caro- 
line was  destroyed  in  Uecember,  1837,  and  Mr. 
Fox's  avowal  ol  that  destruction,  as  a  government 
act,  and  his  Ju»tilii;ation  ol  it,  were  made  in  January 
following,  so  .-001)  as  knowledge  of  llie  occurrence 
reached  Washington.  Now,  sir,  if  the  avowal  of 
the  British  minister,  made  in  Ihe  name  of  Ins  go- 
vernment, was  a  sudicienl  authentic  avowal,  why, 
then,  from  that  monieiil,  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  became  responsible  for  Ihe  act,  and  the  U. 
States  was  lo  look  to  thai  governinenl  lor  rtjiaration 
or  redress,  or  whatever  acl,  or  acknowledginenl,  or 
apology,  the.  case  culled  lor.  II  Mr-  Fox's  teller 
was  proper  prool  that  iliu  desUuulion  ol  the  Caroline 
was  an  aul  of  piihue  lurcu,  then  the  governinenl  ol 
Uieal  Brilain  was  ilireelly  responsible  lo  Ihe  govern 
niciit  of  the  Uniled  Sljlesj  and  ol  the  liiiu^n  govern- 
meiil  directly,  ami  iiie  ami^h  govei.niiunl  oniy,  ^\ .. 
ualislactioii  lo  be  demunded.  Nulhiiig  was  uumi-uia- 
iBly  iluiie;  the  mailer  was  sullcred  to  l.«,  and  gro.v 
cool;  but  It    uUerwiirds   Uccainu    a  qucsuon,  al  whai 


time  the  United    Slates    government    did   first  le.arn. 
bv  sufficient  evidence  and  aut',  ^rity,  that  the  BrilKh 
government  had  avowed  the  destruction  of  the  Oa 
roline  as  its  own  act.     Now,  in  the  first  place,  there 
was  no  direct  avowal  of  Mr.  Fox  made  at  the  time, 
and  never  disapproved.     This   avowal,  and    the   ac- 
count of  the  Irans-iclion,  reached  London  in  tebrua- 
ry   1838.     Lord  Palmerston  thinks  that,  in  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Stevenson,  not  long  subsequent,  he  in 
timaled  distinctly,  th:U   the    destruction    of  the  ves- 
sel wmW.  turn  out  ij  be  jusnfiable.     Al  Ml  events. 
It  is   certain,  'hat.  on   ihe   22J   of  May,  1838,  m  an 
official  note  to  lord   Palmerston,  written  by  instruo 
tions   from    his  govcnment,   demanding  reparation 
for  her  deslrucli.m,  Mr.  Stevenson   did    state,    that 
"the   government   of  the    Uniled   Slates   did    consi- 
der that  transaction,  as  an  outrage  upon  the  United 
Slates,  and  a  violation    of  Umied    States  territory 
committed  b>  British   troops,  planned  and  executed 
by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Canada."     It  is 
clear  then  that  the  government  of  the  United  Slates 
so  understood  ihe  matter,  when  it  gave  Mr.  Steven- 
s.>n  the  inslruclion>;  on  which  he  made  this  demand. 
The  adminislralion  knew    full  well,  that  the  expedi- 
tion  was  a  public  expediti.m,  set  on  foot  by  the  au- 
thorities of  C.inad:i,  avoived    here,  immediately,  by 
Mr   Fox  as  an  acl  for  which  the  British  government 
took  upon  ilself  the  responsibility,  and    never  disa- 
vowed by   that  government  at  any  lime  or  m   any 


And  now,  sir,  why  was  this  aggression  on  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  Uniled  States,  why  was  this  indignity 
sufl'ered  to  remain  unvindicated  and  unredressed  for 
three  years?  Why  was  no  answer  made,  and  none 
insisted  on,  to  Mr.  Stevenson's  oEBcial  and  direct  de- 
mand for  reparaiion?  The  jealous  guardians  of  na- 
tional honor,  so  tenaciously  alive  to  ivhal  took  place 
in  1842  what  opiate  had  drugged  their  patriotism 
for  so  many  years?  Whose  fault  was  it  that,  up  to 
1841,  the  government  of  Great  Britain  had  been 
brought  to  no  acknowledgment,  no  explanation,  no 
apology'  This  long  and  unbroken  slumber  over  pub- 
lic outrage  and  national  dignity,  who  indulged  in  11? 
Nay  if  the  government  of  the  United  States  thought 
It  had  not  sufficient  evidence  thai  the  outrage  was,  as 
it  had  declared  it  to  be  itself,  a  public  outrage,  then 
it  was  a  private  outrage,  the  invasion  of  our  territory, 
and  the  niurdei  of  an  American  citizen,  without  any 
jusiification;  and  had  it  not  become  high  time  that 
such  an  outrage  were  redressed? 

Sir,  there  is  no  escape    from  this.     The  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Van  Buren  knew  perfectly  well  that 
the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  was  an  act  of  public 
force,  done  by  the  British  authorities  in  Canada.— 
They  knew  it  had  never  been  disavowed  at  borne.— 
The  act  was  a  wrongful   one  on  the  part  of  the  Ca- 
nadian forces.     They  had  no  right  to  invade  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  Uniled   States.     It  was  an   aggression 
for   which   satisfaction   was  due,   and  should  have 
been  insisted   on   immediately,  and  insisted  on   per- 
severingly.     But  this   was  not  done.     The  adminis- 
1  tratioii  slept,  and  slept  on,  and  would  have  slept  till 
!  this  lime,  if  it  bad  not  been  waked  by  the  arrest  of 
.McLeod.    Being  on  this  side  of  the  line,  and  making 
foolish  and  false  boasts  of  his  martial  achievements, 
McLeod  was  arrested  in  November,  1840,  on  a  charge 
for  the  murder  of  Durlee,  in  capturing  the  Caroline, 
and  commuted  to  prison  by  the  anlhorities  of  New 
York.     He  was  bailed;  but  violence  and  mobs  over- 
awed the   courts,  and    he   was    remanded   to  jail. — 
This  was  an  important  and  very  exciting  occurrence. 
Mr.  Fox  made  a  eemand   for  his  immediate  release. 
The  adminislralion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  roused  ilself, 
and  looked  round  to  ascertain  its  position.    Mr.  Fox 
again  asserted,  that  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline 
was  an  act  of  public  force,  done  by  public  authority, 
and  avowed  by  the  English  government,  as  the  Ame- 
ricun  government  had  long  before  known.     To  this 
Mr.   Forsylhe   replied,  in  a  note   of   December  26, 
1840,  thus:  "If  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  was  a 
public  act  of  persons  in  her  majesty's  service,  obey 
iiig  the  order   of   her  superior  authorities,  this   fact 
has   not   before  been  coiumunicalcd    to  the    govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  by  a  person  authorised  to 
make  ihe  admission."   Certainly  Mr.  President,  il  is 
not  easy  lo  reconcile  this  language  with  ihe  matruc- 
lioiis,  under  which  Mr.  Slevensun  made  his  demand, 
of  May,  1838,  and  which  demand  he   accompanied 
with  the  declaration,  that  the    act  was  planned  and 
executed  by  the  aulhorilies   o(   Canada,     Whether 
the  acl  ol  the  governor  had  or  had  not  been  approv- 
ed al  home,  ine   government  of  the  United   St  ilus, 
one  would  think,  could  hardly  need  lo  be  informed. 
Ml  1840,  Ihal  Uiat   ad   was  committed  by  person*   in 
her  majesty's  s.irvice,  obeying  llic  ..rder  ol   their  su- 
uerio.  -mllioriii.s.  .Mi.  l''..is)  me  adds,  very  proper.y  , 
ih.,l  It  will  bu  1-1  M.-..-..,ui».  ..i.  ..dounlho  valiui  , 
ol  Iho  defence.     1    i-  a-iUi)  oi  rt  „ark  Hut,  in  i..,5 
Idler    ol    Dcceinuer    2ti,  I84>i,    Air-  Forsylhe   com- 
pluuis,  thai  up  to  inatvlay  the  ^uvwrmuenl  of  the  U. 


States  had  n"l  become  acquainted  with  Ihe  view5| 
and  intentions  .lithe  sovernment  of  England  respect-, 
ing  the  deslruetion  of  the  Caroline!  Now,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, this  was  the  slate  of  things  in  the  winter  of  , 
1840,  '41,  and  on  the  4th  of  March,  1841,  when  gen.  |fl> 
Wm.  H.  Harrison  became  president  of  the  United  j(( 
Slates. 

On  the  12lh  of  the  same  month  of  March,  Mr.  'ie 
Fox  wrote  to  the  department  of  state  a  letter,  io  'to' 
which,  after  referring  to  his  original  correspondence  «! 
with  Mr.  For-ythe,  in  which  he  had  avoived  and  ti 
justified  the  capture  of  the  Caroline  as  an  act  of  ne-'  j  Iti 
cessary  defence,  he  proceeded  to  say:  In 

"The  undersigned  is  directed,  in  the  first  place,  to  jin 
make  known  to  the  government  of  the  U.  Slates,  I  li; 
that  her  majesty's  government  entirely  approve  of  i  lii 
the  course  pursued  by  the  undersigned  in  Ihat  corres-  |  Hi 
pondence,  and  of  the  language  adopted  by  him  in  the  m 
official  letters  above  mentioned.  i»' 

"And  the  undersigned  is  now  instructed  again  to  i 
demand  from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  tn 
formally,  in  the  name  'fihe  British  government,  tbo  |h 
immediate  release  of  Mr.  Alexander  McLeod.  i«p 

"The  grounds  upon  which  the  British  government 
make  this   demand   upon    the  government  of  the  U. 
Stales  are  these:  That  the  transaction,  on  account  o( 
which   Mr.  McLeod  has   been  arrested   and  is  to  be 
put  upon  his  trial,  was  a  transaction  of  a  public  cha- 
racter, planned  and  executed  by  persons  duly  empow- 
ered by  her  majesty's  colonial  authorities  to  take  any   ]>' 
steps,  and  do  any  acts,  which  might  be  necessary  for  ; " 
Ihe  defence  of  her  majesty's   territories,  and  for  Ihe   i '; 
protection  of  her  majesty  subjects;  and  that,  conse-   <  '' 
quently,  those  subjects  of  her  majesty,  who  engaged     '■, 
in  thai  transaction,  were  performing  an  acl  of  public    j' 
duty  for  which  they  cannot   be  made  personally  and    '' 
individuaKy  answeiable  to  the  laws  and  tribunals  of    •"■: 
any  foreign  country.  ;   ' 

"The  transaction  may  have  been,  as  her  majesty's  » 
government  are  of  opinion  that  it  was,  a  justifiable  ,  .''■ 
employment  of  force  for  the  purpose  of  defending 
Ihe  British  territory  from  ihe  unprovoked  attack  of 
a  band  of  British  rebels  and  American  pirates,  who,,  n 
having  been  permitted  lo  arm  and  organize  them- 
selves within  Ihe  territory  of  the  U.  Slates,  had  ao-  li: 
tually  invaded  and  occupied  a  portion  of  the  territo-  le 
ry  of  her  majesty;  or  il  may  have  been,  as  alleged  )i 
by  Mr.  Forsylhe  in  his  note  to  the  undersigned  of  Ihe  f, 
26th  of  December,  'a  most  unjustifiable  invasion,  in  I) 
time  of  peace,  of  the  territory  of  the  U.  Slates.]—  li 
But  il  is  a  question  essentially  of  a  political  and  in-  v 
ternalional  kind,  which  can  be  discussed  and  settled  ol 
only  between  the  two  governments,  and  which  the  i 
courts  of  justice  of  the  state  of  New  York  cannot  |1 
by  possibility  have  any  means  of  judging,  or  any  right  go 
of  deciding."  ' 

The  British  government  insisted  '^'-jl  .1  must  have  t; 
been  known,  and  was  well  known,  I004  belore.^tliat  > 
il  had  avowed  and  justified  the  capture  of  the  Caro.  H 
line,  and  taken  upon  itself  the  responsibility.  Mr.  t! 
Forsylhe.  is  you  have  seen,  sir,  in  his  note  of  De.  t 
cember  aStb,  had  s..id,  that  fact  had  not  been  before  t 
communicated  by  a  person  authorized  lo  make  the  j. 
admission.  Well,  sir,  then,  what  was  now  to  be  '• 
done?  Here  was  a  new,  fresh,  and  direct  avowal  of  |< 
the  act  by  the  Britisn  government,  and  a  formal  de-  t' 
mand  for  McLaod's  immediate  release.  And  how  n 
did  Gen.  Harrison's  administration  treat  this?  Sir,  t; 
just  as  il  ought  to  have  treated  it.  Il  was  not  poor 
and  mean  enough  in  its  intercourse  with  a  foreign  f 
government,  to  make  any  reflections  on  its  predeces-  « 
sors,  or  appear  to  strike  out  a  new  path  for  itself—  l: 
It  did  not  seek  lo  derogate,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
from  the  propriety  of  what  had  been  said  and  done  ^ 
by  Mr  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Forsylhe,  whatever  eini-  ,; 
nenl  example  il  might  have  found,  for  such  a  course  _,; 
of  conduct.  No;  it  rather  adopted  whal  Mr.  For-  j 
sythe  bad  said  in  December,  to  wit,  that  al  that  lime  , 
no  authentic  avowal  had  been  communicated  to  the 
United  Slates.  Bui  now  an  avowal  had  been  made,  ; 
on  the  authority  of  the  government  itself ;  and  Gen.  ; 
Harrison  acted,  and  rightly  acted,  on  the  case  made  , 
by  this  avowal.  And  whal  opinions  did  he  form,  and  \ 
what  coarse  did  he  pursue,  in  a  crisis,  and  in  regard  , 
to  transactions,  so  intimately  conneoled  wilh  the  1 
peace  and  honor  of  the  country?  .     ! 

Sir,  111  the  first  place.   Gen.  Harrison  was  of  opi-  ij 
nion  ihat  the  entering  of  the  United  States  territor>, ., 
by    British  troops,  for  ihe  purpose  of  capturing  or  \ 
destroying  the  Caroline,  was   unjuslifiable.     That  it  1 
was  an  aggression,  a  violation  ol  the  territory  of  the 
Uniied    Stales.     Not  that  the  British   forces  might    , 
not  have  destroyed    thai   vessel,   if  they  could  have     ; 
louiid  her  on  their  own  side  of  the  line,  for  she  was    , 
unlaw  lully  ompUiycd— she  was  assisting  to  make  war 
on  Canada.      But    she  could  not  bo   foilo.v  ed  into  a 
i)url  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  and  lliere  captuud.      I'his 
was  an  uUeiiec  lo  ll.e  dlgnlly  and  sovereignly  of  Ulis 
jjovirnmenl,  lor  w  Inch  apoloj;y  and  satislaclion  ought 
long  sinee  lo  have  been  obt»ined,  and  which  apolujj  I 
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and  satisfaction  it  was  not  yet  too  late  to  demand. — 

This  Kii  Geii.  Hairisoirs  opinion. 

In  the  ofxt  plarr.  ant!  en  tile  olher  hanJ,  Gtnoral 
Harrison  u  a.-,  ol  opinion  that  the  arrestand  detention 
of  McLeod  was  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations. — 
McLcod  was  a  solditT,  acting  under  the  authoiily  of 
his  gofernment,  and  obeying  orders  which  he  was 
bound  to  obey.  It  was  absurd  to  say  that  a  soldier, 
who  must  obey  orders  or  be  shot,  may  still  be  hang 
ed  if  he  does  obey  them.  Was  Gen.  Harrison  to 
turn  aside  I'lom  facing  the  British  lion,  and  fall  on  a 
lamb.'  Was  he  L.  quail  before  the  crown  of  England, 
and  take  vengeance  on  a  private  soldier?  No,  sir, 
that  was  not  in  character  for  \Vm.  H.  Harrison.  He 
held  the  British  government  responsible;  he  died,  to 
the  great  grief  of  his  country,  but  in  the  time  of  his 
successor  that  responsibility  was  justly  appealed  to, 
and  satisfactorily  fuliilled. 

Mr.  Fox's  letter,  written  under  instructions  from 
Lord  Palnierston,  was  a  little  peremptory,  and  some 
expressions  were  regarded  as  not  quite  courteous 
and  cncilialory.  This  caused  some  hesitation;  but 
Geii,  Hi<iri>on  said  that  he  would  not  cavil  at  phras- 
es, -iijre,  in  the  i  ain,  ihe  British  complaint  was  well 
founded,  and  we  ought  at  once  to  do  what  we  could 
111  plj  e  ourselves  right. 

Sir,  the  members  of  the  administration  were  all 
,  of  one  mind  on  Ibis  occasion.  Gen.  Harrison,  him- 
SHlf  a  man  of  large  general  reading  and  long  expe- 
ri;Mice,  was  decidedly  of  opinion  thai  McLeod  could 
not  be  lawfully  holden  to  answer,  mi  Ihe  courts  ol 
New  York,  for  what  had  been  doi .  u.  t:mi,  as  a  sol 
dior,  under  superior  orders.  All  u,^  ntrinbcrs  of  the 
administration  were  of  the  same  opinion,  without 
doubt  or  hesitation.  I  may,  wiihoul  impropriety, 
say,  that  .Mr  Crittenden,  Mr.  E.v:.  _-,  Mr  B.=ll,  Mr. 
Badger,  and  ":  .  Granger  were  no;  ill  ikely  to  come 
to  an  erroneous  .:onclusion  on  thi-  q  ■csuon  of  public 
ijaw,  after  they  hcl  given  it  full  (■..u-uleration  and 

|]es  vnination. 
.    i\l:'.  F  ix's  letter  was  answered,  and  from  that  an- 
■wii  .  '    1'  read  an  extract: 

'•Mr.  Fux  informs  the  government  of  iiie  U.  States 
that  l.e  19  instructed  to  make  known  to  it  that  tne  go- 
vernment of  her  majesty  entirely  approve  the  course 
pursued  by  him  in  his  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Forsyth  in  December  last,  and  the  language  adopted 
by  him  on  that  occasion;  and  that  the  government 
have  instructed  him  'again  to  demand  from  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  formally  in  the  name 
of  the  British  government,  the  immediate  release  of 
Alexander  McLeod;'  that  'the  grounds  upon  which 
the  British  government  make   this  demand  upon  the 


an  indictment  like  that  which  has  beeii  found  against 
Alexander  McLccd,  and  undrr  circtimstanr.rs  like 
Ihosc  «hich  Iiol-.iig  to  Ms  ease,  wBre  pendi.ig  in  one 
of  the  courts  of  England,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
law  ofBcer  of  the  crown  might  enter  a  nolle  prose- 
qui, or  that  Ihe  prisoner  might  cause  himself  to  be 
brought  up  on  habeas  corpus  and  discharged,  if  his 
ground  of  discharge  should  be  adjudged  sudicicnt, 
or  that  he  might  prove  the  same  facts,  and  insist  on 
the  same  defence  or  exemption  on  his  trial. 

"All  these  are  legal  modes  of  proceeding,  well 
known  to  the  laws  and  practice  of  both  countries. — 
But  Ihe  undcr'.ignpd  does  not  suppose  that,  if  such  a 
case  were  to  arise  in  England,  the  power  of  the  exe 
culive  government  could  be  exerted  in  any  more 
direct  manner. 

"Even  in  the  case  of  ambassadors  and  other  pub- 
lic ministers,  whose  right  to  exemption  from  arre^i 
is  personal,  requiring  no  fart  t;>  tie  ascertained  bui  j 
the  mere  fact  of  diplomatic  character,  and  to  crresi  , 
whom  is  somclimes  made  a  highly  jienal  ofi'ence,  ill 
the  arrest  be  actually  made,  il  must  be  discharged  j 
by  L'pplicalion  to  the  courts  of  law. 

"It  is  understood  that  Alexander  .McLend  is  hold- 
en,  as  well  on  civil  as  on  criminal  process,  for  acts 
alleged  to  hLive  been  done  by  him  in  the  attack  on 
the  Caridini','  and  his  defence  on  ground  of  acquit- 
tal mi'St  hi-  the  same  in  both  cases.  And  this  strong- 
ly illustiales,  as  the  undersigned  conceives,  the  pro 
priety  of  the  foregoing  observations;  since  it  is  quite 
clear  that  the  executive  government  cannot  inter- 
fere to  arrest  a  <  ivil  suit  between  private  parties  in 
any  stage  of  its  progress,  but  that  such  suit  must  go 
on  to  its  regular  judicial  termination.  If,  therefore, 
any  course  iliifeient  from  such  as  have  been  now 
mentioned  was  in  contemplation  of  her  majesty's 
government,  sumeihing  would  seem  to  have  been  en- 
pectcd  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  as 
little  conformable  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the 
English  government  as  to  those  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  which  this  government  cannot  accede. 

"The  government  of  the  United  Slates  therefore, 
acting  upon  the  presumption  which  is  already  adopt- 
ed, that  nothing  extraordinary  or  unusual  was  ex- 
pected or  requested  of  il,  decided  on  the  reception 
of  Mr.  Fox's  note,  to  take  such  measures  as  the  oc- 
casion and  its  own  duty  appeared  to  require. 

"In  his  note  to  Mr.  Fox  of  the  26th  of  December 
last,  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  U. 
States,  observes,  that,  'if  the  destruction  of  the  Ca- 
roline was  a  public  act  of  persons  in  her  majesty's 
service,  obeying  the  order  of  their  superior  authori- 
ties, this  fact  has  not   been  before  communicated  to 


government  of  the,U.  S.  are  these:  That  the  transac-  the  government  of  the  United  States  by  any  person 
tion  on  account  of  which  McLeod  has  been  arrested,  '  authorised  to  make  Ihe  admission;  and  it  will  be  for 
and  is  to  be  put  upon  his  trial,  was  a  transaction  of  j  the  court,  which  has  taken  cognizance  of  the  oS'ence 
a  public  character,  planned  and  executed  by  per-  with  which  Mr.  McLeod  is  charged,  to  decide  upon 
sons  duly  empowered  by  her  majesty's  colonial  au-  its  validity  when  legally  established  before  il;'  and 
thorities  to  take  any  steps  and  to  uo  any  acts  which  |  adds:  'The  president  deems  this  a  proper  occasion 
might  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  her  majesty's  j  to  remind  the  government  of  her  Britannic  majesty 
territories,  and  for  the   protection   of  her  majesty's    that  the  case   of  the   Caroline  has  long  since  been 


subjects;  and  that,  consequently,  those  subjects  of 
her  majesty  who  engaged  in  that  transaction  were 
performing  an  act  of  public  duty,  for  which  they 
cannot  be  made  personally  and  individually  answe- 
rable to  the  laws  and  tribunals  of  any  foreign  coun- 
try. 

"The  president  is  not  certain  that  he  understands 
precisely  the  meaning  intended  by  her  majesty's  go 
vernraent  to  be  conveyed  by  the  foregoing  instruc- 
tion. 

"This  doubt  has  occasioned  with  the  president 
(OOie  hesitation;  but  he  inclines  to  take  it  for  grant- 
ed  that  the  main  purpose  of  the  instruction  was  to 
cause  it  to  be  sigmlied  to  the  government  of  the  U. 
States  that  the  attack  on  the  steamboat  'Caroline' 
was  an  act  of  public  force,  done  by  the  British  co- 
lonial aulhiirities,  and  fully  recognised  by  the  queen's 
government  at  home;  and  that,  con-equently,  no  in 
dividual  concerned  in  that  transaction  can,  accord- 
ing to  the  just  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations,  be 
held  persoiiall)  answerable,  in  the  ordinary  courts 
of  law, as  lor  private  uifence,  and,  that  upon  thi^ 
avowal  of  her  majesty's  governuient,  Alexander 
M<  Leod,  ijow  impii?oned  on  an  indictment  for  mur- 
der, aliedged  to  have  been  committed  in  that  attack, 
ought  to  be  rel'  ased  by  such  proceedings  as  are 
usual  and  are  suita.de  to  the  case. 

"The  president  adopted  the  conclusion,  that  no- 
thing more  than  this  could  have  been  intended  to  be 
expressed,  Irom  the  consideration  that  her  majesty': 


brought  to  the  attention  of  her  majesty's  principal 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  aSairs,  who,  up  to  this 
day,  has  not  communicated  its  decision  thereupon. 
It  13  hoped  the  government  of  her  majesly  will  per- 
ceive the  importance  of  no  longer  leaving  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  uninformed  of  its 
vi-^wa  and  intentions  upon  a  subject  which  has  na- 
turally produced  much  exasperation,  and  which  has 
lead  to  such  grave  consequences.' 

"The  communication  of  the  fact  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  the 'Caroline'  was  an  act  of  public  force  by 
the  British  authorities  being  formally  communicated 
to  the  government  of  the  United  Stales  by  Mr.  Fox's 
note,  the  case  assumes  a  different  aspect. 

'•The  government  of  the  United  Slates  entertains 
no  doubt  that,  after  this  avowal  of  the  transaction 
as  a  public  transaction,  authorised  and  undertaken 
by  the  British  authorities,  individuals  concerned  in  il 
ought  not,  by  the  principles  of  public  law  and  the 
general  usage  <.f  civilized  stjtes,  to  be  holden  per 
sonally  responsible  in  the  ordinary  tribuiiah  of  law 
lor  Iheu  pal  licipalion  in  it.  And  the  presidciit  pre- 
sumes that  It  can  hardly  oe  neccoSdry  to  saj  lliai  ihe 
American  people,  not  distrustlul  of  llieir  abilily  to 
redress  public  wrongs  by  public  means,  cannot  de- 
sire the  punishment  of  individuals  when  the  act  com- 
plained of  is  declared  to  have  been  the  act  of  the  go 
vernment  itself. 

"Soon  after  the  date  of  Mr.  Fox's  note  an  instruc- 
tion was  given  to  the  attorney  general  of  the  Uni 


governmenl  must  be  fuliy  aware  that,  in  the  United  ]  Stales  from  this  departmem,  by  direction  of  the  prc- 
Slales,  as  in  England,  persons  confined  under  juili-  j  sident,  which  fully  sets  forth  the  opinions  of  this  go- 
cial  process  can  be  relea-.ed  from  that  conhnemenl  vernment  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  McLeod's  imprison- 
onlj  by  judicial  process.  In  either  country,  as  the  nient,  a  copy  of  which  instruction  the  underaigned 
undersigned  snpooscs,  cau  the  arm  of  the  executive  1  has  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose, 
po.ver  interfere,  directly  or  forcioly,  to  release  or  j  "The  indictment  against  McLeod  is  pending  in  .-i 
deliver  the  prisoner.  His  discharge  inusl  be  sought  state  court;  bul  his  righis,  whatever  they  maybe, 
in  a  manner  conlormable  to  the  principles  of  the  |  are  no  less  sale,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  than  if  he  were 
law  and  the  proceedings  of  courts  of  judicature.     If  i  holden  to  answer  in  one  of  this  government. 


"He  dcm  i:ids  im:;iunitY  from  person;:!  responslbi- 
litv  b"  virtue  of  the  law  of  i  •i'i.>.-!=.;  .lu!  thni  la'v,  in 
civilized  stales  is  to  bt  respicini  in  ml  imirl^.  Nona 
IS  eillier  so  high  or  so  low  as  to  escape  from  its  au- 
thority in  cases  to  which  its  rules  and  principles 
apply. 

And  now,  sir,  who  will  deny  that  this  drcision 
was  entirely  correct?  Who  will  deny  that  this  ar- 
rest of  McLeod,  and  this  threatening  to  hang  him, 
was  just  cau-c  of  offence  to  the  British  government? 
Sir,  what  should  we  have  tiiought  onr-elves,  in  a 
like  case.'  If  United  Slates  troop*  by  the  lawful  au- 
thority of  their  government,  were  ordered  to  pass 
over  the  line  of  boundary,  for  any  purpose — retalia- 
tion, reprisal,  fiesh  pursuit  of  an  enemy,  or  any 
thing  else — and  the  government  of  the  territory  in- 
vaded, not  bringing  our  government  to  account,  but 
sleeping  three  years  over  the  afirnni,  should  then 
"■natih  lip  one  of  our  citizens  found  in  Ms  jurisdic- 
tion, and  who  had  been  one  of  the  fnrce,  and  pro- 
rri  d  to  iry.  cnndemn,  and  execute  him,  «ir.  would 
m  I  the  whole  country  have  risen  up  like  nne  man? 
Should  ve  have  submitted  to  it  for  a  momenl?  Sup- 
pose that  now,  by  order  of  the  president,  and  in  con- 
formity to  law,  an  American  army  should  enter  Ca- 
nada, or  Oregon,  for  any  purpose  which  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Uniied  Siales  ihougl  '  just,  and  was 
ready  to  defend,  and  the  British  govcririient,  turning 
away  from  demanding  re-ponsibilily  or  satisfaction 
from  us,  should  seize  an  individual  soldier,  try  him, 
convict  him,  and  execute  hiin,  sir,  should  we  not  de 
dare  war  at  once,  or  make  war?  Would  this  be 
submitted  to  for  a  moment?  Is  there  a  man  with  an 
American  heart  in  his  bosom,  who  would  keep  still 
and  be  silent,  in  the  face  of  such  an  outrage  on  pub- 
lic law,  and  such  an  insult  lo  the  flag  and  sovereign- 
ty of  his  countr\?  Who  would  endure  that  an  Ame- 
rican soldier,  acting  in  obedience  lo  lawful  authority, 
and  with  the  eagle  and  the  stars  and  stripes  over  his 
head,  should  be  arrested,  tried,  and  execuled  as  a 
private  murderer?  Sir,  if  we  had  received  such  an 
insult,  and  atlonement  had  not  been  instantly  made, 
we  should  have  avenged  it  at  any  expense  of  treasure 
and  of  blood.  A  manly  feeling  of  honor  and  cha- 
racter, then,  a  sense  of  justice,  and  respect  for  the 
opinion  of  the  civilized  world,  a  conviction  of  what 
would  have  been  our  own  conduct,  in  a  like  case, 
called  on  gen.  Harrison  to  do  exactly  what  he  did. 

England  had  assumed  her  proper  responsibility, 
and  what  was  il?  She  had  made  an  aggression  upon 
Ihe  United  States  by  entering  her  territory  for  a 
belligerent  purpose.  She  had  invaded  the  sanctity 
of  our  territorial  rights.  As  to  the  mere  destruction 
of  the  vessel,  if  perpetrated  on  the  Canadian  side,  it 
would  have  been  quite  justifiable.  The  persons  en- 
gaged in  that  vessel  were  it  is  to  be  remembered, 
violating  the  laws  of  their  own  country,  as  well  as 
the  laws  of  nations  some  of  them  suffered  for  that 
offence,  and  I  wish  all  had  suffered. 

Mr.  Allen  here  desired  to  know  where  the  proof 
was  of  the  fact  that  the  Caroline  was  engaged?  Was 
there  any  record  of  the  fad? 

Mr.  Webster — Yes;  there  is  proof — abundant  proof. 
The  fact  that  the  vessel  was  so  engaged  was,  I  be- 
lieve, preity  well  proved  on  the  trial  and  conviction 
of  Van  Rensselaer.  But,  besides,  there  is  abundant 
proof  in  the  department  of  stale,  in  the  evidence 
taken  in  Canada  by  the  aulhorities  there,  and  sent  to 
Great  Britain,  and  which  could  be  confirmed  by  any 
body  who  lived  any  where  from  Buffalo  down  to 
Schlo-iser.  It  was  proved  by  the  res  gcsla.  What 
was  the  condition  and  conduct  of  the  Caroline?  Mr. 
Stevenson,  making  the  best  case  he  could  for  the 
United  Slates,  said  that  she  was  cleared  out  at  Buf- 
falo, in  the  lalter  part  of  December,  to  ply  between 
Buffalo  and  Schlosser,  on  the  same  side  of  the  river 
a  lew  miles  below.  Lord  Palnierston,  with  his  usual 
sarcasm,  and  with  more  than  a  usual  occasion  for 
the  application  of  that  sarcasm,  said,  "It  was  very 
true  she  was  cleard  out;  bul  Mr.  Slevciison  forgot 
that  she  was  also  "cut  out"  of  the  ice  in  which  she 
h;d  been  laid  up  for  the  winter;  and  that  in  depart- 
ing from  Buflalo,  instead  of  going  down  to  Schlosser, 
she  went  down  to  Navy  Island;"  and  his  lordship 
asked, ''What  new  outbreak  of  iraffic  marie  il  ne- 
cessary to  have  a  steamboat  plying,  in  the  depth  of 
■.vinti  r  between  Buffalo  and  Schlosser,  when  exactly 
betv,  een  those  two  places  on  the  shore  there  was  a 
very  convenient  railroad.-"  1  will  most  respectfully 
Shguest  all  this  to  the  consideration  of  the  chairman 
id  the  committee  on  loreign  relations.  And,  as  lur- 
iher  evidence,  1  will  slate  Ihe  entire  omission  of  the 
government  of  the  Uniied  Slates,  during  the  whole 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  adininistraiion,  to  make  any  de- 
mand for  reparation  for  the  property  destroved.  So 
far  as  Iremember,  such  a  suggestion  wa.-,  nev'er  made. 
But  one  thing  I  il,,  very  well  remember,  and  that  is, 
that  a  person  who  h.id  some  interest  in  ihe  property, 
came  lo  the  city  of  Uasnmglon.and  thought  ol  mak- 
ing an  application  to  the  government,  in  ihe  time  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  for  iudemnity 
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WhU.  hr-  iv-ji  lold  lh:il  the  sooner  he  shi:t  t,^ 
moutli  'I.  Iliot  siil'iprt  Ihe  belter,  for  he  him°"lf, 
knowing  thai  hepurpnse  to  «Tiich  the  vessel  was  to 
be  applied,  came  within  the  purview  of  Ihe  statutes 
of  the  United  States  against  fitting  out  hostile  expe- 
ditions against  coiii.irifs  ivilh  which  the  U.  States 
were  at  peace,  was  liable  to  prosecution;  and  he, 
ever  afterwards,  profiling;  by  this  friendly  admoni- 
tion, held  his  peace.  That  was  another  piece  of 
evidence  which  1  respectfully  submit  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations. 

Well,  sir,  Mct,eod's  case  went  on  in  the  court  of 
New  York,  and  I  was  utterly  surprised  at  the  deci- 
sion of  that  court  on  the  habeas  coi-piis.  On  Ihe  peril 
and  at  the  risk  of  my  professional  reputation.  I  now 
say,  that  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  New  York,  in 
that  case,  is  not  a  respectable  opinion,  either  on  ac- 
count of  the  result  at  which  it  arrives,  or  the  reason- 
ing on  which  it  proceeds.* 

McLeod  was  tried  and  acquitted;  there  being  no 
proof  that  he  had  killed  Durfee.  Congress  after- 
wards passed  an  act,  that,  if  such  cases  should  arise 
hereafter,  they  should  be  immediately  transferred 
to  the  courts  of  the  Uniled  States.  That  was  a  ne- 
cessary and  proper  law.  It  was  requisite,  in  order 
to  enable  Ihe  government  of  the  United  Stales  to 
maintain  the  peace  of  the  country.  And  it  was  per- 
fectly constitutional;  because  it  is  a  just  and  import- 
ant principle,  quite  a  fundamental  principle,  indeed, 
that  the  judicial  power  of  the  general  government 
should  be  co-exlensive  with  its  legislative  and  exe- 
cutive powers.  When  Ihe  authoiily  and  duty  of 
this  government  is  to  be  judicially  discussed  and  de 
cided,  Ihal  decision  must  be  in  ihe  courts  of  the  U. 
States,  or  else  that  which  holds  the  government  to- 
gether would  become  a  band  of  straw.  McLeod 
having  been  acquitted,  put  an  end  to  all  question 
concerning  his  case,  and  congress  having  passed  a 
law  providing  for  such  cases  in  future,  it  only  re- 
mained that  a  proper  explanation  and  apology — all 
that  a  nation  of  high  lionor  could  ask,  or  a  nation  of 
high  honor  could  give — should  be  obtained  for  the 
violatinn  of  terniorial  sovereignty;  and  that  was  ob- 
tained. Not  obtained  in  Mr.  Van  Buren's  time,  but 
obtained  concurrently  with  the  setUement  of  other 
questions,  in  1842.     Appendix. 

Before  Mr.  Fox's  letter  was  answered,  sir,  the 
president  had  directed  the  atlorney  general  to  pro- 
ceed to  New  York,  with  copies  of  the  official  corres- 
pondence, and  with  instructions  to  signify  to  Ihe  go- 
vernor of  New  York  the  judgment  which  had  been 
formed  here.t  These  insliiutions  have  been  referred 
to,  and  they  are  public.  The  moment  was  critical. 
A  mob  had  arrested  judicial  proceedings  on  Ihe 
frontier.  The  trial  of  .McLeod  was  expected  to 
come  on  immediately  al  Lockport;  and  what  would 
be  the  fate  of  the  prisoner,  between  Ihe  opinions  en- 
tertained inside  ol  the  court  house,  and  lawless  vio 
lence  without,  no  one  could  foresee.  The  instruc- 
tions were  in  ihe  spirit  of  the  ansuer  lo  Mr.  Fox's 
letter.  And  1  now  call  on  the _ member  from  New 
York  lo  furnish  authority  for  his  charge,  made  in  his 
speech  the  other  day,  that  Ihe  government  of  Ihe  U. 
Slates  had  "interferred,  directly  a-  d  palpably,"  with 
Ihe  proceedings  of  Ihe  courts  of  New  York.  It  is 
untrue.  He  has  no  authority,  not  a  particle,  for  any 
such  slalemenl.  All  Ihal  was  done  was  made  pub- 
lic. He  has  no  authority  for  what  he  said  than  the 
public  papers;  they  do  not  bear  him  out.  To  say  on 
the  gronnd  of  what  is  public,  that  the  government  of 
the  Uniled  Slates  interfered,  "direilly  and  palpa- 
bly," with  the  proccc:ding,s  in  New  York,  is  not  only 
untrue,  but  ridiculous.  There  was  no  deuiand  for  Ihe 
delivery  of  McLeod  to  the  United  States;  there  was 
no  attempt  lo  arrest  the  proceedings  of  the  N.  York 
court.  Mr.  Fox  was  told  that  these  proceedings 
must  go  on,  untill  they  were  judicially  terminated; 
that  McLeod  was  in  confinement,  by  judicial  pro- 
cess, and  could  only  be  released  by  judicial  process 
under  the  same  authority.  All  this  is  plainly  staled 
in  Mr.  Crittenden's  instructions,  and  no  man,  who 
reads  that  paper,  can  fall  into  any  mistake  nliout  it 
There  was  no  "direct  and  palpable"  mlerference 
with  the  New  York  courts,  nor  any  interference  al 
all.  The  governor  of  New  York  did  not  think  there 
W8S,  nor  did  any  body  else  ever  think  there  was. 

•  I  Ills  opinion  has  been  ably  and  learnedly  revieiv- 
ed  by  judge  Tallmadgo,  of  the  superior  court  of  the 
city  of  New  York.  Uf  this  review,  tl.e  lule  chief 
justice  Spencer  says:  "It  refutes  and  overthrows  tin; 
opinion  most  amply."  Chancellor  Kent  says  of  il: 
"11  is  conclusive  upon  every  point.  1  should  h;ive 
been  proud  if  1  had  been  ihc  author  of  it."  The 
opinion  of  the  Biipicnie  court  of  New  York  is  not 
likely  to  be  received,  at  home  or  abroad,  as  Ihe  Ame- 
rican undorstauding  of  an  iuii>orlaiit  principle  of 
public  law. 

1Vide  Appendix   IV. 


Mr.  President,  the  honorable  senator  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Allen,)  Ijesloived,  I  believe,  a  very  considera- 
ble degree  of  nllention  upon  topics  connected  with 
the  treaty  of  Wasliinglon.  It  so  happened  that  my 
engagements  did  not  permit  me  to  be  in  the  senate 
during  Ihe  delivery  of  any  considerable  portion  of 
th.it  speech.  1  was  in  occasionally,  however,  and 
heard  some  parts  of  it.  I  have  not  been  able  lo  find 
any  particular  account  of  Ihe  honorable  member's 
remarks.  In  the  only  printed  speech  which  I  have 
been  able  to  lay  my  hands  on,  it  is  said  that  he  took 
occasion  to  speak,  in  general  terms,  of  various  topics 
— enumerating  them— embraced  in  the  treaty  of  1845. 
As  I  have  not  seen  tho-e  remarks.  I  shall  not  now 
undertake  to  make  any  further  allusion  to  them.  If 
I  should  happen  to  see  them  hereafter,  so  far  as  I 
may  believe  that  they  have  not  been  answered  by 
what  I  have  already  said,  or  may  now  say,  1  may, 
perhaps,  deem  it  worili  while  to  embrace  some  op- 
porlunity  of  taking  such  notice  of  them  as  to  tne 
they  may  seem  to  require. 

Mr.  Allen.  1  will  now  stale,  for  the  satisfaction 
of  the  senator,  the  general  substance  of  what  I  said 
on  the  subject.  If  he  so  desires,  I  will  now  proceed 
lo  do  so. 

Mr.  Webster.  I  think  that,  upon  the  whole,  when 
the  gentleman  shall  furnish  the  public  v/ilh  a  copy 
of  his  speech,  1  may,  perhaps,  have  a  more  proper 
opporlunily  lo  pay  allenlion  to  it,  especially  as  I 
have  to  say  something  of  other  speeches,  which  may 
al  present  occupy  as  much  of  the  time  of  the  senate 
as  can  well  be  devoted  to  the  subject.  And  now,  sir, 
paulo  majora  canmnits. 

An  honorable  member  from  New  York,  nearest 
the  chair,  (Mr.  Dickinson),  made  a  speech  on  this 
subject.  I  propose  lo  take  some  notice  of  that  speech. 
But  first  I  may  remark,  that  Ihe  honorable  gentle- 
man did  not  seem  lo  be  sati-;fied  with  his  own  light; 
he  borrowed  somewhat  extensively.  He  borrowed 
and  incorporated  into  his  speech,  by  way  of  a  note, 
what  he  entitles,  "Extracts  from  Ihe  speech  of  C.  J. 
Ingersoll,  in  the  house  of  representatives."  Well, 
then,  my  first  business  is  lo  examine  a  little  this 
jewel  which  Ihe  honorable  gentleman  chooses  to 
work  into  his  own  diadem;  and  I  shall  do  it  unmoved 
in  temper,  1  hope,  and  al  the  same  time  1  do  not 
mean  lo  omit  what  I  consider  a  proper  notice  of  the 
whole  of  it,  and  all  lis  parts.  And  here,  sir,  is  that 
extraordinary  ebullition,  called  by  the  honorable  se 
nator  "the  speech  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  in  the  house 
of  represeiitative":." 

Mr.  President,  I  almost  wish  I  coul  I  find  myself 
out  of  order  in  referring  lo  it,  as  I  imagine  I  should 
be,  hail  il  not  been  that  Ihe  honorable  member  has 
made  it  his  own  and  a  port  of  his  speech.  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  be  compelled  not  to  lake  any  notice 
of  it — lo  be  told  that  I  was  not  at  liberty  lo  know 
that  such  a  speech  was  ever  made;  and  should  thank 
God  to  know  that  such  an  ebullition  had  ne\er  been 
made  out  of  a  btr  room  anywhere — and  that's  a 
theatre  quite  too  high  for  it.  Now,  sir,  a  large  por- 
li'in  of  I  his  "speech"  seems  to  he  directed  against  the 
individual  now  addressing  the  senate.  1  will  read 
its  parts  and  parcels,  and  take  such  notice  of  them 
as  they  deserve  as  I  go  along.  Hear  what  the  New 
York  member  says: 

"Mr.  Dickinson  had  understood  there  was  a  cor- 
respondence between  the  authorities  at  Washington 
and  the  governor  of  New  York  to  that  effect;  but  he 
particularly  alluded  to  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr. 
Webster,  secretary  of  slate,  lo  Mr.  Crittenden,  at 
torney  general,  at  that  time,  directing  him  to  pro- 
ceed to  New  York  and  take  charge  of  the  trial  of 
McLeod.  Ke  had  il  not  then  before  him,  and  did 
not  recollect  its  precise  language,  but  would  refer  lo 
It  before  he  should  close.  He  would  endeavor  to 
speak  of  the  history  of  the  past  truly,  and  in  perfect 
kindness,  but  he  wished  to  show  what  we  had  gained 
liy  negotiations  wilh  Great  Britain,  and  who  had 
made  the  concession" 

Now,  sir,  either  by  way  of  giving  interest  to  his 
narrative,  or  something  else,  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  makes  this  a  litllo  more  distinct.  He 
says  not  only  that  Mr.  Webster  wrote  this  letter  lo 
Ihe  governor  of  New  York,  with  his  own  hand,  but 
that  he  sent  it  by  express.  1  believe  Ihe  "express" 
mailer  was  expressly  by  th«  gentleman  from  New 
York. 

Mr.  D.  Will  you  allow  mc' 
Mi.  W.  Oh!  yes,  1  will  allow  you. 
Mr.  D.  The  genUeoian  from  New  York  is  not  at 
all  responsible  for  the  statemeiil  in  the  note.  Nor 
does  the  gintleman  from  New  York  make  the  cx- 
Iracts  from  Mr.  Iiigersoll's  speech  any  part  of  his: 
on  Ihe  contrary,  1  staled  expressly  at  the  lime,  Ihal 
1  alluded  lo  it  as  a  very  extraordinary  statement. — 
Having  met  with  the  emphatic  contradiction  of  the 
honorable  senator  from  Massachusetts,  or  what  im- 
plied contradiction,  1  proposed  lo  road  in  juslificaliun, 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Ingersoll.     The  friends  of  Ihc 


senator  in  his  i  rneliate  vii'inily  .  '  j-»ried  lo  having 
il  read.  I  did  i.  .1  read  the  extract,  nor  was  it  in 
the  report  of  my  speech,  which,  in  the  usual  way, 
found  its  way  into  the  newspapers.  But,  as  I  had 
repeated  calls  for  what  I  had  alluded  to  as  spoken 
by  Mr.  Ingersoll,  I  did  append,  in  the  pamphlet  edi- 
tion of  my  speech,  these  remarks.  I  gave  them  as 
they  were  found  in  the  newspaper,  and  therefore  the 
seuator  from  New  York  neither  added  to,  nor  dimi- 
nished, these  remarks.  1  wish  to  set  the  senator 
right  as  to  this  single  matter  of  fact. 

Mr.  W.     I  have  only  to  stale  the  fact  that  the  ad- 
ditional falsehood  in  the  speech  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  as 
published  by  Ihe  member  from  New  York,  is  not  lo 
be  found  in  the  published  report. 
Mr.  D.   In  what  paper.' 

Mr.  W.  In  the  National  Intelligencer,  as  correct- 
ed by  iMr.  Ingersoll  himself;  and  so  it  would  appear 
that  if  not  inserted  by  the  member  from  New  York, 
there  is  one  falsehood  in  the  case  which  the  original 
author  was  no*,  so  graceless  as  to  retain.  But  I  go 
on  with  this  speech: 

"Out  of  this  controversy  arose  the  arrest  of  Alex- 
ander McLeod.  What  he  intended  to  slate  now, 
consisted  of  facts  not  generally  known,  but  which 
would  soon  be  made  known,  for  Ihey  were  in  pro- 
gress of  publication,  and  he  had  received  them  ia 
no  confidence,  from  Ihe  best  authority.  When  Mc- 
Leod was  arrested,  General  Harrison  had  just  died, 
and  Mr.  Tyler  was  not  yet  at  home  as  his  successor. 
Mr.  Webster— who  wad  de  facto  the  administration — 
wrote  to  Ihe  governor  of  New  York,  with  his  own 
hand,  a  lelter,  and  sent  it  by  express,  marked  "pri- 
vate," in  which  the  governor  was  told  tliat  he 
must  release  McLeod,  or  see  the  magnificent  com- 
mercial emporium  laid  in  ashes.  The  brilliant  de- 
scription given  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  of 
the  prospective  destruction  of  that  city  in  case  of  a 
war,  was,  in  a  measure,  anticipated  on  this  occa- 
sion. MeLeod  must  be  released,  said  the  secreta- 
ry of  state,  or  New  York  must  be  laid  in  ashes. — 
The  governor  asked  when  this  would  be  done? — 
The  reply  was /or/ZiioilA.  Do  you  not  see  coming 
on  the  waves  of  the  sea  the  Paixhan  guns?  and  if 
McLeod  be  not  released.  New  York  will  be  de- 
stroyed. But,  said  the  governor,  the  power  of  par- 
don is  vesteil  in  me,  and  even  if  he  be  convicted  he 
may  be  pardoned.  Oh,  no,  said  the  secretary,  if  you 
even  try  him,  you  will  bring  destruction  on  your- 
selves." 

Well,  now,  sir,  I  say  that  a  series  of  more  direct, 
unalloyed  falsehoods — absolute,  unqualified,  entire 
— never  appeared  in  any  publication  in  Christen- 
dom. Every  allegation  here  made — every  one, 
would  entirely  justify  the  use  of  that  expressive 
monosyllable,  which  some  people  are  base  enough 
and  low  enough  to  deserve  to  have  thrown  in  their 
teeth,  but  which  a  gentleman  does  not  often  like  lo 
utter.  Every  one  of  Ihem,  from  beginning  to  end, 
is  lalse.  There  is  not  a  panicle  of  truth  in  them — 
there  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  any  one  of 
these  assertions.  '  Jlr.  Webster  wrote  a  private 
letter,"  saying  that  the  "commercial  emporium 
would  be  laid  in  ashes!"  "Paixhan  guns!"  False, 
sir— all  false.  I  never  said  or  wrote  such  a  thing 
in  my  life  lo  the  governor  of  the  slule  of  New  York. 
"McLeod  must  be  released."  It  is  false.  1  never 
said  any  such  thing.  "New  York  must  be  laid  in 
ashes."  It  is  false.  I  said  or  wrote  no  such  thing. 
"The  governor  asked  when  this  was  to  be  done.'" — 
What  does  Ihis  mean?  Why,  it  implies  that  the 
governor  of  New  York  wrote  to  me  another  letter, 
in  answer  to  mini  ,  inquiring  when  New  York  was 
to  be  "laid  in  -shes,"  and  the  reply  was,  "forth- 
with." And  here  we  have  Ihis — Mr.  Ingersoll  him- 
self preparing  Ihis  speech  for  the  press,  italicising 
the  word  /ori/iuilA,  as  if  1  had  written  another  letter 
to  the  governor  of  New  York,  "telling  him"  that 
New  York  was  lo  be  laid  in  ashes  "/orl/itci((i," — 
What  follows?  Steam  force!  I  never  mentioned 
steam  force  nor  any  other  force  in  any  letter  to  the 
governor  of  New  York.  "But,  said  the  governor, 
the  power  of  pardon  is  vested  in  me,  and  if  he  be 
convicted  he  may  be  pardoned."  Here  is  anolher 
letter — a  third  letter  lo  me!  "Oh,  no,  said  Ihe  se- 
cretary"— why,  here  I  am  writing  a  fourth  letter!— 
"if  you  even  try  him  jou  will  bring  destruction 
upon  yourselves."  This  is  slated  by  a  man  or  a 
thing,  who  has  a  seal  in  one  of  the  houses  of  con- 
gress. I  promised  to  keep  my  temper,  and  1  will. — 
I  The  whole  concern  is  infinitely  contemptible,  and 
cannot  disturb  the  temper  of  a  reasonable  man.— 
Bui  I  will  expose  il,  and  let  the  country  see  il. — 
Such,  then,  are  the  contents  of  the  letters  which 
this  person  describes  as  "facts  not  generally  known, 
but  which  would  be  soon  made  known,  for  they 
were  in  progress  of  publication,  and  he  had  re- 
ceived them  111  no  confidence,  from  the  best  autho* 
rily."  Well,  I  do  not  know  where  he  got  his  "au- 
Ihoriiy,"  unless,  as  suggeslod  by  a  friend  near  me,  il 
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was  from  some  chapters  of  his  own  recent  work! — 
But  let  me  state  what  did  occur,  and  prepare  the 
minds  of  the  senate  for  some  degree  o(  astonishment, 
that  any  man  in  the  world  could  tell  such  a  story  as 
this. 

When  McLeod  was  arrested,  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  conTersalion  in  Washington  arid  elsewhere 
about  what  would  happen.  It  was  a  sutjject  of  very 
considerable  conversation,  and  certainly  of  embar- 
rassment to  the  government.  It  w  as  hoped  and  ex- 
pected by  me,  and  I  believe  by  the  president  and 
other  gentlemen,  that  the  governor  of  IS'ew  York 
would  see  that  it  was  a  case  in  which,  if  he  were 
invested  with  authority,  by  the  conslltulion  and 
laws  of  the  state,  he  would  enter  a  uolle  pros,  by  the 
prosecuting  officer  of  the  state  of  New  York.  It 
was  expected  that  he  would  do  that,  and  General 
Harrison  one  day  said  to  me,  that  he  had  received 
a  letter  Iroin  a  friend,  in  which  he  "as  informed 
that  the  governor  of  New  York  had  determined  to 
lake  that  course,  and  ihat  he  was  very  glad  of  it,  as 
it  relieved  the  government.  It  was  abuul  the  time 
that  the  attorney  general  was  to  procted  to  New 
York  to  see  how  the  matter  stood,  or  perhaps  a  day 
or  two  aflcr  lie  had  left.  The  case  was  to  he  tried 
immediately,  within  ten  days,  at  Lockport,  in  the 
western  part  of  the  state  ol  New  York.  Having 
heard  this,  however,  Gen.  Harrison  directed  me  to 
write  a  note  ol  thanks  to  the  governor  of  New 
York,  stating  that  he  thought  he  had  done  exactly 
what  was  proper,  and  by  so  doing  had  relieved  the  j 
government  from  some  embarrassment,  and  the  i 
country  from  some  danger  'jf  collision  with  a  foreign 
power.  And  that  is  every  thing  said  in  that  letter, 
or  any  other  letter  written  by  ine  to  the  governor 
of  the  slate  of  New  York,  marked  private.  The 
letter  is  here  if  any  one  wishes  to  see  it,  or  to  hear 
it  read. 

Mr.  Crittenden  here  suggested  that  the  letter  should 
be  read. 

Mr.   Webster.     Very   well.     Here    it   is,   1  will 
read  it. 

(Private.)  Department  of  state,      ) 

Washington,  March  11,  1841.  J 
J\ly  Diar  Sir:  The  president  has  learned,  not  di- 
rectly, but  by  means  of  a  letter  from  a  friend,  that 
you  had  expressed  a  disposition  to  direct  a  nolle 
prosequi  in  the  case  of  the  indictment  against  Mi  - 
Leod,  on  being  informed  by  this  government  that 
the  British  government  has  officially  avowed  the  at- 
tack on  the  Caroline  as  an  act  done  by  its  own  au- 
thority. The  president  directs  me  to  express  his 
thanks  for  the  promptitude  with  which  you  appear 
disposed  to  perform  an  act,  which  he  supposes  pro- 
per lor  the  occasion,  and  which  is  calculated  to  re- 
lieve ihis  govenirueiit  from  embarrassment,  and  the 
country  from  some  danger  of  collision  with  a  foreign 
power. 

You  will  have  seen    Mr.  Crittenden,  whom  I  take 
this  occasion  to  commend  to  your  kindest  regard. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  truly, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
His  excellency  Wm.  H.  Seward,  governor  of  New- 
York. 

Mr.  Mangum — Was  that  the  only  letter  writ- 
ten? 

J\lr.  Webster — Yes,  the  only  letter;  the  only  pri- 
yate  letter  ever  written  by  me  to  the  governor  of 
New  Y'urk  in  the  world.  Now,  how  am  1  to  treat 
Buch  allegations?  It  is  the  falsehood  "with  circum- 
stances." A  general  statement  might  pass  unre 
garded;  but  here  he  quotes  what  he  calls  "the  high- 
est authority."  He  stales  particulars.  He  gives 
all  possible  plausible  marks  of  credit  to  the  lalse- 
hood.  How  am  1  to  treat  it?  Why,  sir,  1  pronounce 
it  an  utter,  an  absolute  falsehood,  in  all  its  parts, 
from  beginning  to  end.  Now,  I  i:o  not  wish  to  use 
epithets,  nor  to  call  names.  But  1  hold  up  this  pic- 
lure,  v»hich  1  have  painted  faintly,  but  truly;  I  hold 
it  up  to  every  man  in  the  senate  and  in  the  couq- 
try,  and  1  ask  bim  to  look  at  it,  and  then  write  at 
the  bottom  any  thing  which  he  th...ua  it  iBOSt  resem- 
bles. 

The  speech  proceeds:  "The  next  step  taken  by 
the  administraiioD  was  to  appoint  a  district  attorney, 
who  was  to  be  charged  wiih  the  delence  of  Alex- 
ander McLeod — the  gentleman  who  was  lately  re- 
moved Irom  office— and  a  lee  of  five  thousand  dol- 
lars was  put  mto  his  hands  for  this  purpose." — 
False,  sir — false  every  «ay.  The  government  of 
the  Lntied  Slates  had  no  more  to  do  wiih  ilir  em- 
ployment of  iMr.  Spencer  for  the  dcleuce  of  McLeod 
than  had  the  goveininent  of  France.  Here  [taking 
up  the  corrected  report  of  Mr.  I's  speech  in  the  In- 
telligencer,] here  he  says  that,  "enlightened  by  the 
gentleman  Irom  New  Yoik,  he  found  he  was  mis- 
taken on  this  point."  "Mistaken!"  No  more  mis- 
taken than  he  was  in  any  of  his  allegations.  "Mis- 
taken!" No  man  who  makes  such  stalements  is  en- 
titled to  shelter  bimself  under  any   notion  of  mis- 


lake.  His  declaration  in  this  particular  is  no  more 
false,  nor  any  less  false,  than  is  the  declaration  that 
the  government  of  ihe  Ui'iled  Stales  appointed  an 
attorney,  or  charged  their  atloinej  with  the  defence 
of  McLeod.  They  never  interfered  in  Ihe  alighlesl 
degree.  It  is  true,  they  lurnishcd  to  .Mr.  Spencer, 
as  ihey  would  have  furnished  to  any  other  counsel, 
the  official  correspondence,  to  prove  tliat  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  avowed  the  act  of  the 
destruction  of  the  Caroline  as  their  own.  "Appli 
cation  was  afteriiard)  made  to  the  chief  justice  of 
the  slate  of  New  Yoik  fur  the  release  of  McLeod. — 
The  judge  did  not  lliiiik  proper  to  grant  the  appli- 
cation. The  marshal  v>as  about  to  let  him  go  when 
he  was  told  that  he  must  do  it  at  his  peril,  and  th.it 
if  McLeod  went  out  of  pri-oii,  he  should  go  in."  — 
1  do  not  know  what  the  inarslul  had  to  do  with  the 
ase.  McLeod  was  in  prison  under  the  authority 
of  the  stale  of  New  York.  1  do  nni  know  h.)>v  it 
was  possible  that  the  marshal,  an  officer  ol  ihe  U 
States,  could  interfere. 

But  there  are  some  other  matters  in  the  speech  to 
which  I  must  refer.  "He  would  call  on  the  honor- 
able member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams)  to 
sustain  him  in  what  he  was  about  to  say."  I  do  not 
find  that  the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts 
has  yet  sustained  him  in  these  statements,  and  1  ra- 
ther think  be  never  will.  He  asserts  that  1  wrote 
to  the  committee  on  loreigu  atfairs  of  the  house  on 
the  subjrcl,  asking  an  outfit  and  a  salary  for  a  spe- 
cial minister  to  England  to  settle  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion. It  is  a  falsehood,  as  I  believe.  1  never  wrote 
such  a  letter,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. — 
"These  are  facts,"  he  says,  "which  no  one  will  dis- 
pute." I  dispute  them.  I  say  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  them  at  all.  I  do  not  believe  Mr.  Adams 
has  any  recollection  of  any  such  note  being  written 
by  me.  If  I  had  written  such  a  note,  I  think  I  should 
have  remembered  it.  Well,  now,  this  person  next 
proceeds  to  a  topic  no  way  connected  with  what  he 
had  been  discussing.  [Here  Mr.  W.  read  an  ex 
tract  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  charging 
him  (Mr.  W.)  with  oB'ering  to  give  Oregon  for  free 
trade  with  England,  in  a  speech  made  at  a  public  din- 
ner, in  Baltimore,  May,  1843.1  Here  by  me,  sits  a 
senator  from  Maryland,  (.Mr.  Johnson)  who  was 
present  at  that  dinner,  and  heard  that  speech,  and 
if  I  wanted  a  witness  beyond  my  own  statement  and 
printed  speech,  1  could  readily  call  upon  him.  In 
that  speech  I  did  not  mention  Oi'egon,  nor  allude  to 
Oregon  in  the  remotest  degree.  It  is  an  utter  false- 
hood. There  can  be  no  mistake  about  it.  The  au- 
thor of  this  speech  (Mr.  Ingersoll)  was  not  there. — 
If  he  knew  any  thing  about  it,  he  must  have  ac- 
quired his  knowledge  from  the  printed  speech,  but 
m  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  reference  to  Ore- 
gon—  this  is  another  statement,  therefore,  just  as 
false  as  all  the  rest.  Why,  sir,  hydrostatic  pressure 
has  no  means  of  condensing  anything  into  such  a 
narrow  compass  as  the  author  of  this  speech  con 
denses  falsehood.  All  steam  power  does  not  equal 
It.  What  does  he  say  here?  Why,  that  my  speech 
at  Baltimore  contained  a  strong  recommendation  of 
a  commercial  treaty  with  Engl  ind.  Why,  sir,  a 
commercial  treaty  with  Enj;laiid  to  regulate  the 
subjects  upon  which  I  was  talking  at  Baltimore — 
the  duties  between  the  two  countries — was  just  the 
thing  that  1  did  not  recommend,  and  which  I  there 
declared  the  treaty  making  power  had  no  right  to 
make — no  authority  to  make.  He  would  represent 
me  as  holding  out  the  idea,  that  the  power  of  lay- 
ing duties  for  revenue  was  a  power  that  could  be 
freely  exercised  bv  the  president  and  senate,  as  pari 
of  the  treaty  making  power!  Why,  I  hope  that  1 
know  more  of  the  constitution  than  that.  The 
grouud  1  took  was  just  the  reverse  to  that — exactly 
the  reverse.  Sir,  my  correspondence,  public  and 
private  with  England,  at  that  lime  led  me  to  antici- 
pate, before  long,  some  change  in  the  policy  of  Eng- 
land wiih  respect  to  certain  articles,  the  produce  of 
Ihis  counliy — some  change  witli  respect  to  the  poli- 
cy of  the  corn  laws.  And  I  suggested  in  that 
speech  how  very  important  it  would  be,  if  things 
should  so  turn  out,  as  that  that  great  product  of  ours 
— the  Indian  corn — of  which  we  raised  five  limes 
as  much  as  «e  do  o(  wheal;  principally  iho  product 
of  the  west  and  southwest — especially  of  the  state 
of  Tennessee,  which  raised  annually  I  do  not  know 
how  many  millions — 1  suggested,  I  say,  the  great 
good  fortune  that  would  nappin,  if  an  arrange- 
ment could  be  made  by  which  tliat  article  of  hucnan 
food  could  be  Ireely  imported  into  England.  And 
I  said  that,  in  ihe  spirit  that  prevailed,  and  which 
I  kne.v  prevailed  —  I  knew  that  the  topic  had  been 
discussed  in  England — if  an  arrangement  could  be 
made  in  some  proper  manner  to  produce  such  a  re- 
sult, it  would  be  a  piece  of  great  gool  fortune.  But, 
then,  did  I  not  iMUnedialtly  proceed  to  say,  that  that 
could  not  be  done  by  treaty?  1  used  the  word  "ar- 
rangemenl" — studiously  used  it — to  avoid  the  con- 


clusion that  it  could  be  done  by  treaty.     I  will  read 
what  1  said. 

"But  with  regard  to  the  direct  intercourse  be- 
tween us  and  England,  great  interest  is  excited, 
many  wishes  expressed,  and  strong  opinions  enter- 
tamed  in  favor  of  an  attempt  to  settle  duties  on  cer- 
tain articles  by  treaty  or  arraiii;ement.  I  say,  gen- 
tlemen, by  'arrangement,'  and  I  use  that  term  by 
design.  The  coj.slilution  of  the  United  Stales 
leaves  with  congress  the  great  business  of  laying 
duties  to  support  the  government.  It  has  ma  le  it 
the  duty  of  the  house  of  representatives,  the  popu- 
lar branch  of  the  government,  to  take  Ihe  lead  on 
such  subjects.  There  have  bien  some  few  cases  in 
which  treaties  have  been  entered  into,  having  the 
etfei't  to  limit  duties;  but  it  is  not  necessary — and 
that  is  an  important  part  of  Ihe  whole  subject — it  is 
iiol  necessary  to  go  upon  the  idea  that  if  we  come 
to  an  understanding  witti  foreign  governments  upon 
rates  of  duties,  that  understanding  ran  be  eB'ected 
only  by  means  of  a  treatv  ralified  by  the  president 
and  two  thirds  of  the  senate,  according  to  the  form 
of  the  constitution." 

'It  is  true,  a  treaty  is  the  law  of  the  land.  But, 
ihen,  OS  the  whole  business  of  revenue  and  general 
provision  lor  all  the  wants  of  the  country  is  undoubt- 
edly a  very  peculiar  business  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, or  of  congress,  I  am  of  opinion,  and  al- 
ways have  been,  that  there  should  be  no  encroach- 
ment upon  that  power  by  the  exercise  of  the  treaty 
making  power,  unless  in  case  of  great  and^  evident 
necessity." 

There  have  been  some  cases  of  necessity,  like 
that  of  France  in  the  case  of  Louisiana.  And  yet 
he  says  that  in  this  speech,  in  which  Oregon  was 
not  mentioned  at  all,  in  which  I  repudiated  altoge- 
ther the  levying  of  revenue  by  the  treaty  making 
power.  Ilia'  1  recommended  a  treaty  with  England 
in  this  very  speech  for  the  purpose  of  laying  duties. 
Sir,  I  grow  weary,  weary  with  this  tissue  of  false- 
hoods. Why  should  I  allude  to  representations  and 
imputations  so  groundless?  And  ycl,  sir,  there  is 
one  thing  in  the  speech  from  which  1  will  suppli- 
cate its  author  to  have  me  excused.  He  says,  he 
never  agreed  with  me  in  politics.  That  is  true.  We 
never  did,  and  I  think  we  never  shall  agree.  He 
said,  many  years  ago,  that  if  he  had  lived  in  the 
lime  of  the  revolution,  he  should  have  been  a  tory. 
I  don't  think  I  should.  He  has  said,  also,  very  re- 
cently, in  a  printed  book  of  his,  that  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  was  carried  with  difficulty,  if 
not  by  accident.  That  is  his  estimate  of  the  great 
charter  of  our  nati'mal  existence.  We  should  nev- 
er agree  in  politics  1  admit.  But  he  said,  "fllr. 
Webster  is  a  man  of  talents."  Here  1  beg  to  be  ex- 
cused. I  can  bear  his  abuse,  but  if  he  undertakes 
my  commendation  I  begin  to  tremble  for  my  reputa- 
tion. 

Sir,  it  would  be  natural  to  ask,  what  can  account 
for  all  this  apparent  malice?  Sir,  1  am  not  certain 
there  is  any  malice  in  it.  1  think  it  proceeds  rather 
from  moral  obtuseness,  a  native  want  of  discrimi- 
nation between  truth  and  falsehood;  or  that  if  there 
ever  ivas  a  glimmering  percenlion  of  that  kind,  a 
long  discipline  in  that  sublime  school  of  morality, 
which  teaches  Ihat  "all's  fair  in  politics,"  appears  to 
have  completely  obscured  it. 

Hear  him  further  on  the  dismemberment  of  Mas- 
sachusetts: "By  this  treaty,"  he  said,  "the  good  old 
Bay  Slate,  which  he  loved  with  filial  reverence, 
was  disintegrated,  lorn  asunder."  "Massachusetts 
turn  asunder!"  Sir,  Massachusetts  owned  one  half 
of  certain  wild  lands  in  Maine.  By  the  treaty  of 
Washington,  she  parted  with  these  lands,  at  their 
just  value,  and  by  this  she  is  represented  as  disinte- 
grating herself,  tearing  herself  asunder!  Can  absur- 
dity go  farther?  But  the  best,  or  the  worst,  of  all  is, 
that  the  author  of  this  speech  loves  Ihe  old  Bay  Slate 
with  filial  reverence.  He  love  Massachusetts!  He,  he 
love  the  Bay  Slalo!  If  he  loves  .Massachusetts,  be  is 
like  the  luckless  9Wain,  who 

"Grieves  for  friendslno  uureiurnod, 
"Or  unrcjiardod  io^e.'' 

I  can  tell  him,  sir,  ihat  Massachusetts  and  all 
her  people,  of  all  classes,  hold  him,  and  his  love, 
and  his  veneration,  and  his  speeches,  and  his  prin- 
ciples,  and  his  standard  of  truth,  and  his  value  of 
truth,  in  utter — what  shall  I  say? — any  thing  but  re- 
spect. 

Sir,  this  person's  mind  is  so  grotesque,  so  6irai-r£ — 

it  is  rather  the  caricature  of  a  mind,  than  a  mind. 

When  we  see  a  man  of  some  knowledge,  and  some 
talent,  who  is  yet  incapable  of  producing  any  Ihmg 
true,  or  useful,  we  sometimes  apply  to  him  a  phrase 
borrowed  from  the  mechanics.  We  say,  ihere  is  a 
screw  loose,  somewhere.  In  this  case  the  screws 
are  loose  all  over.  The  whole  machine  is  out  of 
order,  disjointed,  ricketiy,  crazy,  creaking,  a»  often 
upside  down  as  upside  up;  as  often  hurting  as  helping 
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those  who  use  it,  and  generallj-  incapable  of  any  thing, 
but  bunRling  and  mischief. 

Mr  President  I  will  now  take  some  further  no- 
tice of  what  has  been  said  by  tlie  member  from  New 
Vorlj  CMr.  Dickinson.)  1  exceedingly  regret— 
trulv'atid  unfeignedly  regret-that  the  observations 
of  the  genlleman  make  it  my  duty  to  take  some  no- 
tice of  them.  Our  acquaintance  is  bu  short,  but  it 
has  not  been  unpleasant.  I  always  thought  him  a 
man  of  courteous  manners  and  kind  feelings,  but  it 
cannot  be  expected  1  shall  sit  here  and  listen  to 
statements  such  as  the  honorable  member  has  made 
on  this  question,  and  not  answer  them.  I  repeat,  it 
gives  me  great  pain  to  take  notice  of  the  gentle- 
man's speech.  This  conlroversy  is  not  mine;  all 
can  bear  witness  to  that.  I  have  not  undertaken  to 
advance,  of  my  own  accord,  a  single  word  about 
it  the  treaty  of  Washington;  I  am  forced  driven  lo 
if  and  sir,  when  I  am  driven  to  the  wall,  1  mean 
to' stand  up  and  make  battle,  even  against  the  most 
formidable  odds.  What  1  find  fault  with  is,  that 
throughout  his  speech,  the  honorable  member  con- 
tinuallv  makes  the  remark  that  he  is  true  to  the  his- 
tory ef  the  past;  he  wishes  to  tell  the  truth,  that  he 
is  making  a  search  after  truth,  and  yet  makes,  m 
fact,  so  much  misstatement.  If  this  te  a  specimen 
of  the  honorable  senator's  researches  after  truth,  a 
collection  of  his  researches  would  be  a  very  amus- 
ing compilation.  II  the  honorable  ,„ember,  during 
the  relaxation  from  his  duties  here,  would  put  his 
researches  together,  1  underlake  to  say  they  would 
sell  well.  The  Harpers  would  make  a  half  a  lor- 
tune  out  of  them.  The  people  of  the  United 
Stales  will  pay  well  for  whal  gives  them  a  good 
hearty  laugh;  and  it  i.  no  malter  ,1  li^at  eliect  be 
produced,  whether  it  be  by  a  story  by  Dickens,  by 
a  caricature  from  Punch,  or  a  volume  of  "researches 
after  truth,"  by  an  honorable  member  from  New 
York. 

Now  sir  1  propose  to  follow  the  honorable  mem- 
ber a  few  steps  in  the  c..>ji-e  of  his  researches.  I 
have  already  sai-l  thai  in  two  or  three  passages  ol 
his  speech  (he  gentleman  expresses  his  strong  de- 
sire CO  stale  the  l.^cls.  [Here  :.lr.  W.  read  a  q'lola- 
tion  from  Ihe  speech  of  Mr.  Dickinson.]  He  says 
there  are  four  things  we  have  lost  by  the  treaty  of 
Wa^iinglon.  I  do  not  readily  Hnd  Ihe  passages. 
but  the  am.unt  is,  ihat  we  made  a  very  unporlanl 
concession  of  lerritory  to  England  und^rthat  treaty. 
Now  that  treaty  proposed  to  be  a  treaty  ol  conces- 
sion on  both  sides.  The  gentleman  states  conces- 
sions  made  by  the  United  Slates,  but  entirely  lor- 
gels  "in  bis  rescaiches  after  truth."  to  state  those 
made  on  the  other  siile.  He  lakes  nro  notice  of  Ihe 
cession  ol  Rouse's  Point;  or  of  a  strip  of  land  a 
hundred  miles  long,  on  the  border  of  the  slate  of 
New  York.  His  notion  of  historical  trulh  is,  lo 
state  all  on  one  side  of  the  story,  and  forget  all  the 
rest.  That  is  a  system  of  research  after  truth  which 
wUl'hardly  commend  ilself  to  the  respect  of  most  i 
men.  But,  sir,  whal  I  wish  principally  to  do  now, 
is  lo  turn  to  another  part  of  his  speech.  1  belore 
gave  the  gentleman  notice  that  I  would  call  upon 
him  for  the  authority  upon  which  he  made  such  a 
Statement,  as  tiiat  an  attempt  was  made  at  Wash- 
ington by  members  of  the  government  lo  stop 
the  course  of  justice;  and  now,  if  the  geutliman 
is  ready  with  the  proofs,  i  would  be  glad  to  have 
them. 

Mr.  Dickinson.  I  will  reserve  what  1  have  losay 
until  the  gentleman  has  done,  when  1  shall  produce 
It  to  his  satisfaction. 

Mr  Websier.  I  underlake  to  say,  no  authority 
will  be  produced,  or  is  producible,  that  there  were 
attempts  made  al  Washinglori  lo  interfere  wilh  the 
trial  of  AlcLei.d.  What  occurred?  It  was  suggest 
«d  by  the  pusideiit  lo  goMToor  Seward,  that  the 
president  was  gratified  that  he  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion to  enter  a  nolle  jirustqui  in  the  case  of  Mc- 
Leod.  Was  that  a  pal|)able  mlerference  wilh  judi- 
cial authority?  Was  that  a  resistance  of  the  ordi 
nary  process  of  law?  The  government  of  Ihe  United 
Stales  had  nothing  at  all  lo  do  with  the  trial  ol 
McLeod  in  the  Ne^v  York  courts,  except  lo  see  that 
he  was  furnished  with  Ibe  proof  ot  tacts  necessary 
to  show  hisdctence.  Uul  1  wish  to  kiio  v  in  what 
school  the  gentleman  has  been  laughl  llial  if  a  man 
is  in  prison,  and  his  counsel  moves  to  have  him 
brought  up  on  the  great  writ  of  liabcas  corpus,  thai 
that  IS  ;.i,y  resiilance  of  judicial  process  wi  favor  of 
the  prisoiiei?  1  dare  say  ihe  honorable  gentleman 
among  his  authorities,  can  produce  none  lo  show 
such  lo  bo  an  inlerfereurc.  He  may  call  what  he 
likes  a  direct  and  palpable  interference.  He  may 
apply  ttic  term  to  the  jourmy  ol  the  atlorney  gene- 
ral lo  Albany,  or  to  any  other  ael  or  occurrence. — 
But  that  dues  not  prove  it  so.  1  bold  llio  genllemtin 
responsible  lo  prove  that  the  govtrnmtnl  did  some 
act  or  acts,  which  the  common  seusu  ol  men  nolds 
lo  be  a  pjl(>jble  and  direct  interlercncu.  1  s.iy  Ihcr, 


was  none.  He  quotes  the  letter  of  instructions  to 
the  attorney  general.  That  proposes  no  interference. 
That  letter  says  to  the  attorney  general,  Ihat  if  the 
case  were  pending  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
so  that  the  president  could  have  control  over  it,  he 
would  direct  the  prosecuting  officer  to  enter  a  no( 
pros;  but  as  it  belonged  entirely  to  the  governor  of 
New  York,  it  is  referred  to  the  governor  himself — 
That  is  the  substance,  in  this  respect,  of  the  letter 
which  the  attorney  general  carried  to  the  governor 
of  New  York,  and  Ihere  was  nut  another  act  done 
by  authority  al  Washington  in  reference  to  this  mat- 
ter, and  I  call  upon  the  genlleman  at  his  leisure  to 
produce  his  authority  for  his  statements.  One  word 
more  in  answer  lo  the  remarks  the  gentleman  made 
Ibis  morning,  and  1  shall  leave  him.  The  ebullition 
which  1  have  been  commenting  upon,  and  which  is 
as  black  and  foul  mouthed  as  ever  was  ejected  from 
any  thing  standing  on  two  legs,  was  published  a  few 
days  before  Ihe  honorable  member  from  New  York 
made  his  speech.  He  referred  to  it,  and  stated  a  fact 
contained  in  it. 

I  was  here  in  my  seat  and  heard  it,  and  I  rose  and 
told  the  honorable  member  it  was  an  utter  falsehood. 
He  knew  1  denounced  it  as  an  absolute  calumny. — 
He  saw  on  the  face  of  Ihat  statement  that,  if  it  was 
true,  it  uos  utterly  disgraceful  to  me.  It  was,  he 
said,  disgraceful  to  the  country,  what  was  done;  and 
if  it  was  disgraceful  lo  the  country,  it  must  be  so  lo 
me.  ]  slated  my  denial  of  Ihe  truth  of  that  speech 
of  Mr.  Ingersoll  in  the  strongest  terms — in  the  most 
emphatic  language.  Wliat  then?  The  very  next 
day  he  proceeded  to  read  that  speech  in  the  senate; 
but  it  was  objected  to,  and  was  nol  read.  Hut  after- 
wards, as  he  tells  us,  be  sent  hi»  own  -|ieech  lo 
press,  and  inserted  this  speech  of  Ingersoll,  know- 
ing that  I  had  pronounced  it  a  falsehood.  Yes,  mis- 
erable, calumnious,  and  scandalous  as  it  was,  he 
snatched  at  it  eagerly,  and  pul  It  it.  his  own  speech, 
and  then  circulated  il  lo  ine  full  exienl  of  his  abili- 
ty. I  happened  to  tome  into  Ibis  cha.i  bti  one  day 
when  the  senate  wa?,  n><i  in  sc^silhi,  and  Itiuiid  our 
agents  and  messengers  fr-.nkn.g  and  diie<  ling  Ihat 
speech  lo  all  parts  ol  New  York;  and  1  do  iiul  doubt 
ihal  enough  ol  li  w.is  sent  by  him  into  Broome 
cuuiilj,  am-  the  ai!j;.eenl  counties,  lo  fill  a  small 
tiarn;  and  pretty  bad  lo  der  it  would  be.  And  now 
i  beg  10  know  if  Ihat  is  Iriendly,  candid,  or  jusi? — 
Dues  any  man  think  he  can  stand  up  here  with  the 
proper  dignity  of  a  senator  ol  the  United  Stales,  and 
pursue  such  a  course?  He  knew  the  speech  he  quot- 
ed nas  calumnious.  He  heard  it  pronounced  utter- 
ly false. 

Mr.  Dickinson.  Only  one  single  point  in  it  was 
answered  or  denied  by  the  senator.  That  was,  that 
the  fee  of  the  altornej  general  was  not  paid  by  the 
government  of  the  United  Stales.  1  referred  to  the 
stalements  because  1  had  a  right  to  do  it,  and  think- 
ing il  was  part  of  my  duly. 

Mr.  Webster.  I  do  not  say  what  a  man  has  a 
right  lo  do 

Mr.  Dickinson.  Asa  matlerofpiopriety,  then 

Mr.  Webster.  Well,  1  say  it  was  nol  proper 
to  do  il.  Suppose  i  had  dragged  out  of  a  ditch 
son.e  calumn)  on  the  gentleman  which  he  denied, 
nould  It  be  proper  in  me  lo  persist  in  it  after  that 
denial? 

Mr.  Dickinson.  The  speech  quoted  was  documen- 
tary mailer,  and  I  had  a  right  and  full  liberty  to  lay 
such  belore  the  cuuntry. 

Mr.  Webster,  'i'bal  is  true  of  documentary  his- 
tory, but  "hen  did  Ihat  speech  become  documenla- 
ry  history? 

.m  Dickinson.  It  «  as  considered  so  by  me,  be- 
cause It  was  printed  and  went  to  the  public  Iroiu  an 
otiieial  source. 

Mr.  Webster.  Indetd!  So  any  falsehood,  any 
vile  calumny,  that  is  raked  up,  no  malter  what  il 
IS,  il  printed,  is  •■docuiiientaiy  history!"  The  gen- 
tleman's own  speech,  aecurdmg  lo  that,  is  already 
documentary  history!  Now,  sir,  1  repeat  again, 
Ihal  it  has  given  ine  pain  lo  be  driven  into  this  con- 
troversy— great  pain;  but  I  repeat  also  that  if  1 
am  tliacked  here  lor  any  thing  done  in  the  course 
of  my  public  life,  I  shall  deteiid  myself.  My 
public  repulalion,  be  it  whal  it  may,  has  been  earn- 
ed liy  Ihiity  J  ears  sei  vice  in  these  halls.  It  is  dear- 
er lo  me  Inun  lile  itself,  and  till  life  is  extinct  1  will 
defend  il. 

1  will  now  allude,  Mr.  President,  as  brieflj  aa  pos- 
sible, lo  some  other  provisions  of  Ihe  treaty  of 
Washington.  The  article  for  the  delivery  of  I'ugi- 
tiies  from  justice  has  been  assailed.  It  has  been 
said  that  an  innocent  woman  has  been  sent  back  lo 
Scotland,  under  its  provisions.  Why,  I  believe  the 
fact  is,  that  a  woman  h^id  murdered  her  husband,  or 
some  relative,  in  Siolland,  and  lied  lo  this  country. 
She  was  pursued,  demanded,  and  carried  back,  and 
from  some  delect  in  the  ordinary  regularity  of  evi 
den  ce,  or  some  such  cause,  «hich  not  upfrequently 


occurs  in  criminal  trials,  she  was  acquitted.  But, 
sir,  I  undertake  to  say,  that  the  article  for  the  ex- 
tradition of  offenders,  contained  in  the  treaty  of  1842, 
if  there  were  nothing  else  in  the  treaty  of  any  im- 
portance, has  of  ilself  been  of  more  value  to  this 
country,  and  is  of  more  value  to  the  progress  of 
civilization,  the  cause  of  huraanily,  and  llie  good 
understanding  between  nations,  than  could  be  rea- 
dily computed.  What  was  the  slate  and  condition 
of  this  country,  sir,  on  the  borders  and  frontiers 
at  the  time  of  this  treaty?  Why,  it  was  the  lime 
when  the  "patriot  societies,"  or  "Hunters'  Lodges" 
were  all  in  operation — when  companies  were  form- 
ed and  officers  appointed  by  secret  associations,  to 
carry  on  the  war  in  Canada;  and  as  I  have  said  al- 
ready, the  disturbances  were  so  frequent  and  so 
threatening,  that  the  United  States  government  des- 
patched General  Scott  to  the  frontier  to  make  a 
draught  on  New  York  for  militia  in  order  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  the  border.  And  now,  sir,  what 
was  it  that  repressed  these  disorders,  and  restored 
the  peace  of  the  border?  Nothing,  sir,  nothing  but 
a  provision  between  the  two  governments  that  if 
those  "patriots"  and  "barn  burners"  went  from 
one  side  to  ihe  other  to  destroy  their  neighbors' 
property,  trying  to  bring  on  a  war  all  the  lime — 
for  that  was'  their  object — they  should  be  delivered 
up  to  be  puriisheu.  As  soon  as  that  prnvisiMn  was 
agreed  to,  the  disiurbances  ceased,  on  one  s  iie  and 
on  the  other.  The\  were  heard  of  no  nn  r-  — 
in  the  formalinn  ol  ibi-  clause  of  the  treaty  1  ..ad 
the  advantage  .'!  consultation  with  a  venerable 
friend  near  m  ,  e  of  the  members  '''ora  Michi- 
gan, (Mr.  \^  .iridge.)  He  pres. .  m  me  not  to 
forego  Ha  -pi  ■unity  of  introducing  some  such 
provision.  He  examined  it;  and  I  will  ask  him  if  he 
knows  any  other  cause  for  the  instantaneous  suppres- 
sion of  these  bi  der  difficulties  than  this  treaty  pro- 
visnin? 

Mr.  Woodbrid_e  rose,  and  said,  in  reply,  as  fol- 
low.-: 

Mr.  Presideni:  I  may  Tiot  disre:;ard  the  lefeience' 
which  the  gentleiT.an  has  done  n.e  ihe  honc.rto  nalns 
t"  me,  in  regard  tc  Ihe  inci.iisideiHl'ie  pari  which  1 
deemed  it  my  duly  lo  lake,  in  the  main-r  alluded  to  A 
briel  slalemenl  of  some  fac's  l.ndi  nccuired,  ai  d  a 
glance,  simply,  at  the  condition  ol  thai  borc'cr  coun- 
try from  which  1  come,  will  be  all  that  the  occbfiod 
seems  lo  demand. 

That  part  of  Canada  with  which  the  people  of 
Michigan  are  brought  immediately  in  contact,  ex- 
tends from  the  head  of  Lake  Erie  to  Point  E.twards 
at  the  lower  exlreniily  of  Lake  Heron;  a  distance 
of  about  100  miles.  Along  this  intermediate  dis- 
tance, the  straits  of  Detroit  and  of  St.  Clair,  furnish 
every  imaginable  facility  lor  the  escape  of  fugitives. 
For  iheir  entire  length,  the  shores  of  those  straits, 
on  eilher  side,  exhibit  lines  of  dense  and  continuous 
setllement.  The  shores  are  lined,  and  their  smooth 
surface  covered  with  boats  and  vessels  of  all  di- 
mensions and  descriptions — from  the  bark  canoe  to 
the  steamer  of  a  thousand  tons  11  the  perpetrator 
of  crime  can  reach  a  bark  canoe,  or  a  lijiht  skiff,  and 
detach  himself  from  the  shore,  he  may  in  a  fe"  mi 
nules  dely  pursuit — for  he  will  be  wilhm  a  foreisn 
jurisdiction.  In  such  a  condition  ol  ihings  no  socie- 
ty can  be  safe  unless  Ihere  be  some  power  to  ri-daioi 
lugitives  from  justice.  While  yuur  colonial  go- 
vernment existed  there,  and  Us  execulive  adminis- 
tration, under  the  conlriil  of  tins  nalioiial  govern- 
Dienl,  was  in  the  hands  ol  my  lioi.or-able  c.illeague, 
a  coinenlioi.ai  ai  i,.ngenu  nl— ii.lwi  mat  uuduubledly 
in  its  cbaraclei  — was  enleicd  into  by  him  wilh  th» 
aulhonlies  ol  iht  Canadas,  susiained  by  local  legisla-> 
lion  on  both  sides — by  which  these  evils  were 
greatly  lessened.  When  Ihe  present  stale  govern- 
mcnl  look  the  place  of  the  terniorial  government, 
Ihis  arrangemeiil  of  necessity  ceased,  and  then  the 
evils  alluded  to  were  gieally  aggravated,  and  be- 
came eminenlly  dangerous.  Shortly  before  the  first 
session  of  congress  at  which  i  attended,  after  the 
inauguration  of  Gen.  Harrison,  a  very  a,;gravated 
case  ol  crime  occurred,  and  its  perpetrators,  as 
usual,  escaped  into  Canada.  It  was  made  the  sub- 
ject of  an  official  communicaliun  to  the  stale  le- 
gislature. And  soon  alter  my  arrival  here,  I 
deemed  it  lo  be  my  duly  lo  lay  the  mailer  before 
the  secretary  of  slate,  wilb  a  view  lo  the  adop- 
tion ol  some  appropriate  convention  wilh  Great 
Britain. 

The  hon.  senator — then  secretary  of  stale — wai 
pleased  lo  receive  the  suggestion  favorably;  bu) 
suggested  to  me  Ihe  expediency  of  obtaining,  if  prac- 
ticable, the  sense  ol  the  senate  on  the  subject — 
Accordingly,  1  afterwards  introduced  a  resolulioi 
here,  han.ig  that  object  in  view,  and  it  was  rcferrn 
lo  the  consideralion  of  the  commiUce  on  foreii;.' 
.elalions— of  which  the  honorable  scp-iior  from  Vir 
ginia,  not  now  a  member  of  llic  senate,  was  chair 
man. 
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]       Mr.    Rives   expressed    himself  very  decidedly  in 

j  favor  of  llie  proposition.  But  negotiations  having 
been  begun,  or  being  about  to  commence  with  Lord 

'  Ashburlon.it  «as  not  deemed  expedient,  1  believe, 
tliat  it  should  then  be  made  matter  of  discussion  in 
the  senate.  I  had  not  ceased  to  feel  very  earnest 
solicitude  on  the  subject;  and,  as  the  negotiation 
approached  its  tprmination,  Mr.  Webster  did  me 
Ihe  honor  to  send  me  the  projet  of  that  article  of 
the  treaty  which  rtlales  to  the  subject.     He  desired 

,  me  to  consider  it  and  to  exhibit  it,  confiilentlally 
perhaps,  to  such  senators  as  came  Ironi  border 
stales,  for  Ihcir  consideration,  and  for  such  modifi- 
cation of  it-  iiims  and  scope  as  they  might  deem 
expedient.  This  I  did.  The  form  and  scope  of  the 
article  met,  1  believe,  with  the  approbation  of  all  to 
whom  Ishowcd  it.  Nor  was  any  modification  sug- 
gested, except  perhaps  one  very  ininiaterial  one, 
suggested  by  an  honorable  senator  from  New  York, 
or  all  this  1  advised  Mr.  Webster,  and  the  project 
became  afterwards  an  article  of  the  treaty,  with  but 
little  if  any  variation.  I  believe  I  ran  throw  no 
more  light  on  the  subject,  sir.  But  the  honorable 
senator,  having  intimated  to  me  that,  in  his  discus- 
sion of  the  sultject,  he  might,  perhaps,  have  occasion 
r  to  refer  to  the  part  1  took  in  the  matter,  1  have  pro- 
vided myself  with  a  copy  of  the  message  to  the  le- 
gislature of  iMichigan,  of  which  1  had  in  the  begin- 
ning made  use,  and  which,  in  order  to  show,  the 
extent  of  the  evil  relerred  to,  and  tlie  necessity 
which  existed  for  some  treaty  stipulaiion  on  the 
subject,  I  ask  the  secretary  to  read.*  (The  extract 
having  then  been  read,  Mr.  W.  proceeded:)  I  have 
now  only  to  add  my  entire  and  unqualified  convic- 
tion, that  no  act  of  the  legislative  or  treaty  making 
power  that  I  have  ever  known,  has  ever  been  more 
successful  in  its  operation  than  this  article  of  the 
treaty;  nor  could  any  provision  have  been  attended 
by  more    happy   consequences   upon    the  peace  and 

,   safety  of  society  in  that  remote  frontier. 

Mr.  Webster  resumed.     I  am  happy    to  find  that, 
ii    in  its  operation,  the  provision  has  satisfied  those  who 

'  felt  an  interest  in  its  adoption.  But  1  may  now 
state,  1  suppose  without  offence  and  without  cavil, 
that  since  the  negotiation  of  this  treaty,  contain- 
ing this  article,  we  have  negotiated  treaties  with 
other  governments  of  Europe  containing  similar 
provisions,  and  that  between  other  governments  of 
Europe  themselves,  treaties  have  been  negotiated 
containing  that  provision — a  provision  never  before 
known  to  have  existed  in  any  of  the  treaties  be- 
tween European  nations.  1  am  happy  to  see, 
therefore,  that  it  has  proved  itself  to  be  useful  to 
:  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  for  whose  benefit 
it  was  devised  and  adopted,  that  it  has  proved  it- 
sell  worthy  of  favor  and  imitation  in  the  judgment 
of  the  most  enlightened  nations  of  Europe,  and  that 
it  has  never  been  complained  ol  by  any  body,  ex- 
cept by  murderers,  and  fugitives,  and  felons  them 
stives. 

\ow,  sir,  comes  the  matter  of  the  African  squad- 
ron, to  which  I  am  induced  to  turn  my  attention  lor 
a  moment,  out  of  sincere  respect  to  the  member 
liom  Arkansas,  (Mr.  Sevier,)  who  suggesied  the 
other  day  that  to  that  article  he  had  objection. — 
There  is  no  man  whose  opinions  are  more  indepen- 
dent than  those  of  that  gentleman,  and  no  one  main- 
tains them  with  more  candor.  But,  if  I  understood 
him,  he  appears  to  think  that  that  article  gave  up 
the  right  of  search.  What  does  he  mean?  We 
never  claimed  that  right.  We  had  no  such  right  to 
give  up;  or  does  it  mean  exactly  the  opposite  of 
what  tie  says — that  it  yielded  to  England  her  claim 
of  such  right.'  No  such  thing.  The  arrangement 
made  by  this  treaty  was  designed  to  carry  into  ell'ect 
those  stipulations  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent  which  we 
thought  binding  on  us,  as  well  as  to  efl'ect  an  object 
important  to  this  country,  to  Ihe  interests  of  human- 
ity, and  to  the  general  cause  of  civilization  through- 
out the  world,  without  raising  the  dilliculiy  of  the 
right  of  search.  The  object  of  it  was  to  accom- 
plish all  that,  in  a  way  that  should  avoid  the  possi- 
bility of  subjecting  our  vessels,  under  any  pretence, 
to  the  right  of  search.  I  will  not  dwell  on  this. — 
But  allow  me  to  state  the  sentiments  on  this  subject 

'  of  persons    in    the    service    of    the   United    States 


•The  secretary  here  read  an  extract  from  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  when  governor  of  Michigan,  to  the  le- 
gislature of  that  state,  calling  its  attention  earnestly 
to  the  facilities  which  exist  along  the  interior  boun- 
daries of  the  United  Slates  for  the  escape  of  fugi 
lives  from  justice;  and  saying,  that  a  very  recent  oc- 
■currence  ol  the  most  painiul  and  atrocious  charac- 
ter, had  coiiipelled  his  own  attention  to  it,  and  re- 
commending, in  strong  terms,  that  the  ^ecu/iar  situ- 
ation of  Micnigaii,  in  this  respect  should  be  laid  be- 
fore congress,  ^'.  itti  \i  view  of  urging  the  expediency 
of  soiiii  ni.;;t't;aiiun  on  the  subject,  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  England. 


abroad,  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  respect. — 
There  is  a  letter  sent  to  the  department  of  state  by 
Mr.  Whealon,  dated  Berlin,  November  15lh,  1842. 
[Mr.  W.  read  from  this  letter  an  extract  expressive 
of  the  writer's  approbation  of  this  article  of  the  trea- 
ty as  particularly  well  adapted  to  the  end  proposed, 
and  by  which  lor  the  first  time  the  policy  of  the  U. 
Slates  in  this  respect  might  be  said  to  have  exercis- 
ed a  decided  influence  upon  that  of  Europe.  Ap- 
pendix v.] 

1  am  quite  willing,  (said  Mr.  W  )  to  rest  on  this 
opinion  of  Mr.  Wheaton,  as  to  the  propriety  and 
safety,  the  security  and  the  wisdom  of  the  aiticle  in 
this  treaty  respecting  the  suppression  of  the  African 
slave  trade  by  a  squadron  of  oor  own,  against  any 
little  artillery  that  may  be  used  against  it  here.  1 
beg  the  gentleman's  pardon,  I  did  not  allude  to  his 
opinion,  1  have  for  him  the  highest  respect.  I  was 
thinking  of  what  is  said  in  some  of  these  "docu- 
ments." But  I  need  not  stop  here.  Upon  the  ap- 
pearance of  this  treaty  between  the  United  Stales 
and  England,  the  leading  stales  in  Europe  did  in 
fact,  alter  their  whole  policy  on  ihis  subject.  The 
treaty  of  1841  between  the  five  powers  had  not  been 
ratified  by  Franco.  There  was  so  much  opposition 
to  it  in  France,  on  the  ground  that  it  giive  the  right 
of  search  to  the  English  cruisers,  that  the  king  and 
M.  Guizot,  though  the  treaty  wa-*  negotiated  ac- 
cording to  their  instructions,  did  not  choose  to  rati 
fy  it.  1  have  stated  the  cause  of  popular  indigna- 
tion against  it.  Well,  what  was  done.'  I'll  tell  you. 
When  this  treaty  of  Washington  became  known  in 
Europe,  the  wise  men  of  the  two  countries,  who 
wished  10  dii  all  they  could  to  suppress  the  African 
slave  trade,  and  to  do  it  in  a  manner  securing  in  the 
highest  degree  the  immunity  of  the  flag  of  eilher, 
and  the  supremacy  of  neither,  agreed  to  abandon 
the  quintuple  Ireaty  of  1841 — the  unsatisfied  treaty — 
they  gave  it  up. 

They  adopted  the  treaty  of  Washington  as  their 
model;  and  1  have  now  in  my  hand  the  convention 
between  France  and  England,  -signed  in  Lomlon  on 
the  29th  .May,  1845,  Ihe  ariirh-s  of  which  in  respect 
to  the  maiiiier  of  putting  an  eiiil  to  Ihe  slave  trade 
embody,  exactly,  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
treaty  of  Washington.  Thus  it  is  seen  that  France 
has  borrowed,  from  this  treaty  stifuilation  between 
the  United  States  and  England,  the  mode  of  fulfill- 
ing her  own  duties  and  accompli'-hing  her  own  pur- 
pose, in  perfect  accordance  with  the  immuni:y  of 
her  flag.  I  need  tianlly  say,  sir,  that  France  is  the 
nation  which  was  earliest,  and  has  been  most  con- 
stantly wakeful,  in  her  jealousy  of  the  supremacy 
of  the  maritime  power  of  England.  She  has  kept 
her  eye  on  it,  sieadily,  for  cuniuries.  The  immuni- 
ty of  flags  is  a  deep  principle;  it  is  a  sentiment — 
one  mav  almost  say  u  is  a  jutssi  ui  ith  all  the  peo- 
ple of  France.  Ami  Fr.ini:p,  j  :i;i.u.3,  quick  ol 
perception,  thoroughly  hostile  Iij  any  exten-ion  ol 
the  right  of  inaiilinie  search  or  visit,  under  any 
pretences  whatever,  has  seen,  in  the  example  of 
the  treaty  of  VVashinglon„a  mode  of  fulfilling  her 
duties,  lor  the  suppression  of  the  .Ifrican  slave  trade, 
Mithut  disturbing  the  most  sensitive  of  all  her 
fears. 

Allow  me,  sir,  to  read  the  8th  and  9th  articles  of 
the  treaty  of  Washin.;lon,  and  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d 
articles  of  the  convention  between  England  and 
France.  [Mr.  W.  read  these  articles,  vide  Appen- 
dix VI.] 

.Mr.  President,  there  is  another  topic  on  which  I 
have  to  say  a  few  words.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
treaty  of  Washington,  and  the  negotiations  accom- 
panying it,  leave  the  great  and  interesting  question 
of  impressment  where  they  found  it.  With  all  hu- 
mility and  modesty,  I  must  beg  to  express  my  dis- 
sent from  that  opinion.  I  must  be  per.nitted  to 
say,  that  the  correspondence  connected  with  the  ne 
gotiation  of  that  treaty,  although  impressment  was 
not  in  the  treaty  itsell,  has,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
world,  or  at  least  of  considerable  and  respectable 
persons  in  the  world,  been  regarded  as  not  having 
left  ihe  question  of  impressment  where  it  found  it, 
hut  as  having  advanced  the  true  iloctrince  in  oppo- 
sition to  it,  to  a  higher  and  stronger  foundation. — 
The  letter  addressed  on  thai  subject  from  the  de- 
partment of  state,  to  the  British  plenipotentiary,  is 
among  the  papers.  1  only  wioh  it  to  be  read.  It 
rei-iles  the  general  history  ol  the  question  between 
England  and  the  United  States.  Lord  Ashhurton 
had  no  authority  to  make  stipulations  on  the  subject; 
but  that  is  a  circumstance  which  1  do  not  regret, 
because  1  do  not  deem  the  subject  as  one  at  all  pro- 
per for  treaty  stipulation.  [Mr  W.  here  read  ex- 
tracts from  tlie  letter,  and  among  others  this:]  (Ap- 
pendix Vll  ) 

"In  tlie  early  disputes  between  the  two  govern- 
ments,  on  this  so  long  contested  topic,  the  distin 
guished  person  to  whose  handi  were  first  intrusted 


the  seals  of  this  department  declared,  that  'the 
simplest  rule  will  be,  that  the  vessels  being  Ameri- 
can shall  be  evidence  that  the  seamen  on  board  aro 
such.' 

"Fifty  years'  experience,  Ihe  utter  failure  of  many 
negotiations,  a  .d  a  careful  reconsideration  now  had 
of  the  whole  subject,  at  a  moment  when  the  pas- 
sions are  laid,  and  no  present  interest  or  emergency 
exists  to  bias  the  judgment,  have  fully  convinced 
this  government  that  this  Is  not  only  the  simplest 
and  best,  but  the  only  rule  which  can  he  adopted 
and  observed,  consistently  with  the  rights  and  honor 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  security  of  their  citi- 
zens. That  rule  announces,  therefore,  what  will 
hereafter  bo  the  principle  maintained  by  their  go- 
vernment. /i»  every  regularly  documrnltd  .Imerieait 
merchant  vessel,  tlie  crew  who  navigate  it  wiUfLnil  their 
protecliun  in  thejlag  which  is  over  them." 

And  then  proceeded:  This  declaration  will  stand. 
Not  on  account  of  any  particular  ability  displayed 
in  the  letter  with  which  it  concludes;  still  less  on 
account  of  the  name  that  subscribed  it.  But  it  will 
stand,  because  it  announces  the  true  principles  of 
public  law;  because  it  announces  the  great  ductrino 
of  the  equality  and  independence  of  nations  upon 
the  seas;  and  because  it  announces  the  determina- 
tion of  the  government  and  the  people  of  tlie  United 
Slates  lo  uphold  those  principles,  and  to  maintain 
that  doctrine,  through  good  report  and  through  evil 
report,  forever.  We  shall  negotiate  no  more,  nor 
attempt  lo  negotiate  more,  about  impressment.  We 
shall  not  treat,  hereafter,  of  its  limitation  lo  paral- 
lels of  latitude  and  longitude.  We  shall  not  treat  of 
its  allowance,  or  disallowance,  in  bioad  seas  or 
narrow  seas.  We  shall  think  no  more  of  stipulaiing 
for  exemption  from  its  exercise,  of  some  ol  ihc  per- 
sons composing  crews.  Henceforth,  the  deck  of 
every  American  vessel  is  inaccessible,  for  any  such 
purpose.  It  is  protected,  guarded,  defended,  by  the 
declaration  which  1  have  read,  and  that  declaration 
will  stand. 

Sir,  anollier  most  important  quesiiiin  .f  maninie 
law.  growing  out  ol  the  <  a>e  ol  the  ■  Cieoh-,"  and 
other  siindar  cases,  was  ihe  subject  oi  a  lei  lei  i  >  tne 
British  plenipotentiary,  and  of  an  an-.'er  iron  him. 
An  hunuraule  memoer  from  Soutn  Carolina,  (.Vlr. 
Calhoun,)  had  talien,  as  is  well  kno  >  n,  a  great  in- 
terest in  the  mailer  involved  in  th  it  question  He 
had  expre-sed  his  opinion  of  its  importance  here, 
and  had  been  sustained  by  the  senate.  Occasion 
.vas  taken  of  Lord  Ashburlon's  mission  to  commu- 
nicale,  to  him  and  his  government,  the  opinions 
this  government  enlerlained;  and  I  would  now  ask 
the  honorable  member  if  any  similar  cau-.e  of  com- 
plaint had  since  arisen.  [.Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had 
heard  of  none.]  I  trust,  sir,  that  none  will  arise 
hereafter.  I  reler  to  the  letter  of  Lord  Ashburton 
I'U  Ihis  subject,  as  conlaining  "hat  the  American 
governiiicnt  regarded  as  the  true  principle  of  the 
inariiiine  law,  and  to  his  very  sensible  and  proper 
answ  er. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  reached  the  end  of  these 
remarks,  and  the  compleiion  i-f  my  purpose;  and  I 
am  now  ready,  sir,  to  put  the  question  to  the  senate, 
and  to  the  country,  whether  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary has  not  been  fairly  and  3;itisfaciorily  settled; 
whether  proper  satisfaction  and  apology  has  not 
been  obtained,  for  an  aggression  on  the  soil  and 
territory  of  the  United  Stales;  whether  proper  and 
sale  stipulations  have  not  been  entered  into,  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  duty  of  the  government,  and  for 
meeting  the  earnest  desire  ol  his  people,  in  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  liade;  whether,  in  pursu- 
ance of  ttiesc  stipulations,  a  degree  of  success,  lu 
the  attainment  ol  that  object,  has  not  bien  reach- 
ed, wholly  unknown  belure;  wh<-ther  crimes,  dis- 
turbing the  peace  of  nations,  have  not  bten  sup- 
pressed; whether  the  safely  ol  the  suuthern  coast- 
ing trade  has  not  been  secured;  whether  impress- 
ment has  not  been  struck  out  from  the  list  ol'  con- 
tested questions  among  nations;  and  finally,  and 
more  than  all,  whether  any  thing  has  been  done  to 
larnish  the  lustre  of  the  American  name  and  char- 
actei.' 

Mr.  President,  my  services,  like  those  of  every 
other  good  ciuzen,  are  due  to  my  country;  and  I 
submit  them,  and  their  results,  in  all  humility,  to 
her  ji.dgment.  But  standing  here,  to-day,  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  Slates,  and  speaking  in  be- 
half of  the  adniiiiistralion  of  which  1  lornied  a 
part,  and  in  beliall  of  the  two  houses  of  congreas, 
who  sustained  that  adminisiraiion,  cordially,  and  el- 
fectiially,  111  every  thing  relating  to  this  day's  dis- 
cussion, 1  am  willing  to  appeal  to  the  public  men 
of  the  age,  whether,  in  liii2,  and  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  something  was  not  done  for  the  sup- 
pression of  crime,  lor  the  true  exposition  of  the 
principles  of  public  law,  fur  the  freedom  and  secu- 
rity of  commerce  on  the  ocean,  and  for  the  peace  of 
Ihe  world? 
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"The  akmt  of-  occupation."— The  sleamt^r  Nrw 
York  naclied  N.  Orleans  on  the  99lh  with  Galveston 
dates  to  the  27lh  April.  Gen.  Worth,  Cols.  Coffin, 
Waite,  Fisher,  and  Treadwell,  M.ijors  Van  Ness 
and  March,  Copts.  Duncan,  Whitehead,  and  MoLel- 
lan,  anil  several  other  otficers  of  the  army  arrived  in 
Ihe'New  York. 

The  iron  steamer  Hunhr  was  oH  GalTcston  bar  on 
the  27lh  inst.,  havini;  h'sl  her  smoke  pipe  and  being 
short  of  provisions.  She  was  then  eleven  days  out 
from  Brazos  Santiago.  Some  of  her  passengers  were 
transferred  to  the  New  York. 

Nothing  further  is  known  of  Col.  Cross.  Lieut. 
Deas  who  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  in  search  r.f  his 
friend,  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Mexicans. 

The  N.  Orleans  Picayune  says:  There  are  various 
rumors  in  town  in  regard  to  sliirmishes  between  the 
Mexican  and  American  forces,  but  we  have  not  been 
able  to  trace  them  to  any  authentic  source. 

The  schooner  L.  M.  Hitchcock,  Capt.  Wright,  ar- 
rived at  Galveston  on  the  23J  from  Brazos  Santiago, 
having  sailed  on  Sunday,  the  19th— three  days  after 
the  Col.  Harney,  but  she  brings  no  news  of  much  in- 
terest. 

Later  — Lieut.  Porter  and  three  men  kilkd.  The 
steamer  Telegraph,  Capt.  Aiild,  left  Brazos  St^  lago 
on  the  27th  and  reached  N.  Orleans  on  the  39th.— 
By  her  we  have  the  unpleasant  intelligence  that  on 
Ihe  ]9lh  instant,  Lieut.  Porter,  of  the  4th  regiment, 
(son  of  the  late  Commodore  Porter,)  being  out  with 
a  fatigue  party  of  ten  men,  (some  of  them  wearing 
uniform,)  was  fired  upon  when  within  a  few  miles  of 
the  canip  Lieut.  P.  and  three  of  his  men  were 
killed  in  the  attack,  the  rest  of  the  party  escaping, 
returned  to  the  camp  next  day.  It  is  staled  that  the 
guns  of  the  Americans  were  wet  and  would  not  fire.* 

"The  N.  Orleans  I  ropic  says:— Lieut.  Van  Ness 
informs  us  thai  nothing  further  had  been  heard  of 
Col.  Cross  up  to  the  19th,  but  that  the  general  opin- 
ion is  that  be  is  still  a  prisoner,  though  DOi  at  Mata- 
moras. 

About  fifty  of  the  American  army  have  deserted 
and  swam  the  river  for  the  Mexican  camp,  but  a 
number  of  them  were  shot  as  deserters  while  in  the 
water.  The  whole  number  of  American  troops  is 
estin.ated  at  between  two  and  three  thousand,  and 
they  are  said  to  be  in  excellent  discipline,  and  eager 
for  an  engagement  with  the  enemy.  Ampudia's 
forces  are  reported  at  between  three  and  four  thou- 
Band.  It  is  rumored  thai  Arista  is  about  to  super- 
cede Arapudia  in  the  command. 

Still  Inter— from  the  Galveston  News,  Extra.— 
We  may  here  remark  that  it  is  understood  as  a  fact 
that  Arapudia  is  already  superseded  by  Arista— from 
whom  wc  may  expect  the  next  proclamation.  This 
general  is  admitted  to  be  an  officer  of  character,  good 
sense  and  prudence,  and  whatever  proceeds  from  him 
will  be  entitled  to  some  consideration. 

In  our  summary  of  news  by  the  steamship  Tele- 
graph we  omitted  to  state  what  may  be  of  some  im- 
portance, viz;— that  General  Ampudia,  in  his  an- 
swer to  the  inquiries  of  General  Taylor  concerning 
Colonel  Cross,  expressly  disavowed  any  acts  of  hos- 
tility that  might  have  been  oi  might  hereulter  be 
commiltid  b)  Mexicans  on  f/iissirfco/l/ie  rirer,  staling 
that  all  such  acts  were  unauthorised  by  him  or  his 
government. 

The  Washington  Union  gives  an  extract  of  a  let- 
ter froiij  an  officer  of  the  army  dated  ihe  16!h  which, 
says:  "The  news  from  the  camp  is  very  jtacific  at 
present.  The  report  is  that  the  Mexicans  intend 
to  postpone  their  operations  until  the  1st  of  June, 
in  order  to  allow  the  governments  to  arbitrate  the 
matter,  but  no  reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon  what 
they  say." 

A  letter  from  the  army,  dated  April  IStli  imblish- 
cdalNew  Orleans,  says;  "i'ho  two  opposing  ar- 
mies are  within  500  yiuda  of  each  other— both  busi- 
ly engaged  in  entrenching  themselves  and  throwing 
up  field  works.  The  most  perlecl  non-intcrrourse  is 
established." 

The  same  letter  says  that  Lieut.  Deas  crossed  the 
river  to  Matamoras  without  permission  ol  General 
Taylor. 

Still  Latek  —By  the  brig  Appalachicola,  which 
left  Point  Isabel  on  the  24lh,— we  learn  Iroin  Now 
Orleans  Ihe  uielancholj  fate  of  Col.  Cross,  U.  S. 
quarter  master  general.  His  body  has  been  found 
sboul  four  miles  from  Gen.  Taylor's  camp.  From 
the  wounds  thereon  it  seemed  evident  tliat  he  had 

•Lieut.  Porter,  whoac  death  is  announced  above,  had 
been  but  a  hliort  time  married ,  Him  wife  ia  a  duii|;liter 
of  Mnjor  Beiijuniin  Lloyd  Henll,  who  is  now  in  cum- 
niuiid  of  the  1st  regiment  of  drnuoons  in  Te.\as.  Mrs. 
)lciill  nnd  dain.'liier  are  iil  Foil  Wn^h!la,  the  hue  sliUioii 
ol  Mnj  ir  B.,  wlicre  lliey  had  been  kh  by  their  hubbunds 
but  a  short  time  8;o. 


been  tilled  by  a  lance.  The  body  was  entirely 
stripped.  It  was  reported  that  a  person  in  Matamo- 
ras had  ackno.vledged  that  he  had  murdered  him, 
that  he  had  the  watch  and  clothing  of  the  colonel 
in  his  possession,  and  that  Gen.  Taylor  had  made  a 
formal  demand  lor  the  murderer. 

The  Mexican  schooner  Juniata,  from  N.  Orleans, 
for  Matamoras,  was  taken  into  Brazos  Bay  on  the 
22d  ult.  by  the  pilots — no  doubt  bj  permission  of  the 
blockading  force. 

Later. — The  schooner  Cornelia  arrited  at  New 
Orleans,  left  Brazos  Santiago  on  the  24th.  An  ex- 
press from  General  Taylor  reached  there  juit  before 
she  left,  in  which  Gen.  T.  stated  thai  the  comman 
der  of  the  Mexican  forces  had  made  a  formal  decla- 
ration that  if  Gen.  T.  did  not  move  his  army  from 
the  position  he  then  occupied,  in  thirty  six  hours,  the 
Mexican  batteries  would  be  opened  upon  him. — 
There  had  previously  been  so  many  rumors  to  the 
same  elTect  in  the  camp,  that  little  reliance  was 
placed  upon  this  one,  which  was  first  communicated 
by  a  Mexican,  who  was  prudently  detained  by  order 
of  Gen.  Taylor. 

The  same  express  staled  that  a  body  of  2,000 
Mexicans  had  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  nearBoretta, 
a  small  town  eight  miles  below  Matamoras,  on  the 
west  bank,  between  Point  Isabel  and  Gen.  Taylor's 
camp,  cutting  off  communication  and  supplies  to  the 
latter.  A  private  letter  was  also  received  lasteven- 
ing  from  an  officer  in  General  Taylor's  camp,  con- 
firming in  part  the  above  report  of  the  Mexicans 
having  crossed  the  river,  but  stating  the  number  at 
1,000  only. 

Later  Still — The  steamer  General  Worth,  with 
intelligence  twelve  hours  later  from  Brazos  and  one 
day's  later  from  General  Taylor's  camp,  was  in  the 
river,  says  the  Picayune  of  the  1st  instant,  eight  or 
ten  miles  below  the  city.  A  bearer  of  despatches 
from  General  Taylor  was  on  board.  Mr.  Marks, 
attached  to  the  American  Consulate  at  Matamoras, 
is  on  board.  Apprehending  imprisonment  from  the 
Mexicans,  he  had  left  his  post  and  repaired  to  Gen. 
Taylor's  camp. 

On  the  24lh  the  Mexican  schooner  Juniata,  was 
taken  by  the  United  Slates  schooner  Flirt,  and  sent 
into  Brazos  as  a  prize. 

The  Mexican  troops  above  spoken  of  as  having 
crossed  the  Rio  Grande,  had  captured  several  wa- 
gons belonging  to  settlers,  loaded  with  provisions  for 
the  American  camp. 

The  American  consul  and  merchants,  resident  in 
Matamoras,  had  been  ordered  by  General  Ampu- 
dia to  leave  for  Victoria,  Tamaulipas,  twenty-four 
hours  having  been  allowed  them  to  adjust  their 
affairs. 

Our  army  is  in  good  health  and  spirits,  only  135 
being  on  the  sick  list. 

Blockade  of  the  Rio  Orande.  New  Orleans  papers 
of  the  29lh  ult.,  announce  the  arrival  of  the  schooners 
E(iitittj  and  Floridian,  both  of  which  had  left  that  port 
a  day  or  two  before,  bound  to  Matamoras,  with  as- 
sorted cargoes.  They  were  ordered  ofl'  by  the  U.  S. 
brig  Lam-enct  and  schooner  Flirt,  of  tlie  blockading 
squadron. 

It  is  stated  that  protests  were  immediately  filed  at 
New  Orleans  against  the  United  States,  for  illegal  in- 
terruption. 

Later.  Last  night's  Union  announces  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Slidell  and  Gen.  Worth  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment. 

SPAIN. 

Jl/inij(tii(il  Dodge.  The  measures  of  Narvaez  be- 
come 60  unpopular  that  he  could  hold  on  no  longer. 
Finding  his  game  up,  he  fled  to  the  south  of  France 
where  he  was  joiotd  by  his  wile.  The  liberty 
of  the  press  was  restored  and  other  grievances  sof- 
tened. 

MAVTI. 

Tfei'oiuiioii.  President  Pierrot,  (a  black)  having 
become  exceedingly  unpopular  and  no  longer  able 
to  conduct  allairs,  on  the  2Ulh  March  submitted  to 
the  new  president,  Kiche.  A  deputaliou  from  the 
Dominiciana  arrived  at  the  Cape  with  proposals 
for  peace.  The  army  was  anxious  to  bo  dis- 
charged. 

Gen.  Acaau,  having  been  entirely  foiled  in  his  re- 
peated attempts  lo  resist  Ihe  guverniucat,  had  uoQi- 
milted  suicide. 

MKXICO. 

The  brig  Orleans,  Paiiison,  brings  us  Vera  Cruz 
dates  lo  the  23d,  and  City  of  Mexico  to  the  18ih  ol 
April. 

Nothing  further  had  transpired  as  to  Ihe  rumored 
revolution  or  movcmonts  of  b.iiUa  .\nna,  except  that 
it  !•.  said  that  lellers  had  been  received  al  Vera  Cruz 
from  the  City  of  Mexico,  staling  that  Gen.  Alvarez 
had  raised  the  standard  of  revolt  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  deparluient  of  Mcxicoj  proclulmcd  the 


federal  constitution;  and  declared  himself  in  favof 
of  the  recall  of  Gen.  Santa  Anna.  No  details  upon 
this  subject  are  given  in  the  papers,  but  El  Locomotor 
of  the  22d  has  no  doubt  of  the  fact  of  a  revolution 
having  broken  out  as  alleged. 

We  have  much  later  news  from  the  Rio  Grande 
than  they  had  at  Vera  Cruz. 

The  papers  of  the  capitol  announce  that  General 
Bravo  left  there  at  the  head  of  GOOO  men,  with  a 
view  to  protect  the  department  of  Vera  Cruz,  and 
any  other  parts  of  the  interior  which  may  be  threat* 
ened  by  attack  by  the  United  States  forces. 

Et  Diario  del  Gobierno  announces  that  7000  men, 
well  organized  and  officered,  and  amply  provided 
with  munitions,  money,  &c.,  will  compose  the  armj 
of  the  North,  and  that  the  chief  command  has  been 
restored  to  Gen.  Arista,  and  that  Gen.  Ampudia  will 
henceforth  be  only  second  in  command.  The  ap- 
pointment of  Arista  is  confirmed  by  way  of  Brazoi 
Santiago. 

The  Mexican  government  is  said  to  have  sold  its 
two  war  steamers,  the  Montezuma  and  Guadalupe, 
to  Manning  Si.  Mcintosh,  an  English  house.  The 
price  is  said  to  have  been  §640  000  Various  specu- 
lations were  indulged  as  lo  the  object  of  this  sale. 
The  steamers  were  to  proceed  immediately  to  Ha- 
vana— some  reports  say  to  bring  over  the  Spanish 
Prince  destined  lo  fill  Ihe  Ihrone  of  Mexico;  others 
as  confidently  predict  that  Santa  Anna  would  re- 
turn in  one  of  them,  and  in  a  few  weeks  too.  On 
this  subject  we  are  left  eutiiely  lo  conjecture. 

[The  probability  is,  that  being  ^ound  of  no  use 
whatever  to  them,  they  have  concluded  to  avail  of 
what  they  could  obtain  for  them  from  capitalists  able 
to  purchase.] 

The  business  of  Vera  Cruz  is  almost  annihilated 
by  the  unsettled  stale  of  the  country,  in  regard  to  its 
internal  prospects  and  foreign  relations. 

A  letter  from  Vera  Cruz  says — "From  various  re- 
presentations which  have  been  made  to  us,  we  are 
convinced  that  the  policy  of  the  government  of  Pa- 
redes  is  conlrolled  entirely  by  the  English.  Ameri- 
cans in  Vera  Cruz  entertain  no  doubt  whatever  that 
a  settlement  of  the  diffioulties  between  Mexico  and 
the  United  States  would  have  been  arranged  long 
ago,  but  for  the  interference  of  the  English  minister; 
but  now  they  do  not  look  for  peace  until  there  has 
been  a  trial  of  strength  between  Ihe  two  countries— 
until,  in  fact,  San  Juan  de  Ulua  shall  be  reduced. 

"In  regard  to  Ihis  fortress,  it  is  now  rendered  al- 
most certain  that  it  cannot  be  taken  unless  by  a  very 
considerable  squadron  of  vessels  of  the  first  class,  or 
by  a  land  attack.  It  has  been  put  in  thorough  re- 
pair, and  is  defended  by  guns  of  the  largest  calibre. 
When  the  French  took  it,  24  pounders  were  the 
heaviest  guns  mounted  in  it;, at  present,  guns  of  a 
much  higher  class  are  employed,  and  additional  for- 
tifications have  been  erected  near  the  mole  for  hea- 
vy cannon.  Gen.  Bravo  has  been  appoinled  to  the 
command  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  is  especially  charged 
with  the  defence  of  the  fortress. 

The  New  Orleans  Tropic  has  a  letter  from  Vera 
Cruz  undor  date  of  April  23d,  which  mentions  the 
arrival  of  Gen.  Bravo,  and  of  his  inalallation  as 
commander-in-chief  of  the  eastern  division. 

The  authorities  of  Mazatlan,  in  view  of  the  United 
States  naval  force  in  from  of  that  port,  and  its  total 
inadequacy  of  means  for  extended  defence,  had 
brougiit  in  all  the  scattered  troops  within  some 
leagues  of  the  coast.  There  was  a  total  cessation 
of  commerce  there,  the  officers  of  the  custom  house 
having  ceased  exercising  their  functions.  The  Rt' 
publicana  blames  this  hasty  mode  of  acting,  since  a 
blockade  not  having  taken  place,  there  was  no  ne> 
ceasity  for  it. 

The  "rcvoluiion,"  so  confidently  predicted  lo  com- 
mence ai  Vera  Cruz  on  the  3d  ot  .'Vpril,  was  certainly 
posljHmed,  whether  indefiniicly  or  nui,  we  must  wai:  for 
lime  to  tell  us.  We  have  Vera  Cruz  dr.  .  lo  April  5ih, 
at  which  lime  all  was  quiet.  The  revo.  nis:s  it  seems, 
disputed  among  iheuiselvos;  some  were  for  recalline 
S.inla  Anna,  which  the  federalists  opposed.  Ii  ;3  agreed 
on  all  hands  at  Vera  Cruz,  that  Paredes  is  .mpopular 
there,  and  oiighi  to  be  superceded.  Whenever  tiia  mea- 
sures become  iiilolerable,  the  puriicsoppofod  to  hiin  will, 
no  doubt,  so  far  uni:e  as  lo  agree  lu  oust  him,  if  they 
can. 

The  latest  dales  from  the  riiy  of  Mciico,  are  to  tha 
'2d  April.  Senor  Don  iNlanuel  E.  Giirosiua  is  now  at 
the  head  of  ihe  treasury  deparluient,  tlic  luriiier  iiiciUD* 
bent  having  ill  health,  resi<juud. 

The  recently  authorized  loan  of  i$  1,300,000,  Uai  been 
paid  into  the  treasury. 

Fareiies'  orders  for  suppressing  ihe  oppuaiiioii  prosi, 
had  but  little  efli;ct  in  thai  way.  Each  fiic'ion  has  ill 
presses.  Some  advocate  the  I'edernl  parly,  others  SaoUt 
Anna,  uthera  incline  lo  a  monarchical  aeheuie.  Tha 
Lvcomotor  say:  "All  olasaes,  and  particularly  the  ra« 
publicans,  ^row  more  and  more  disgusted  wii;i  the  gO* 
vernineiit  s liieo  ihe  iiupfisQiiinenl  ol  the  editor,  Uunh- 
losito,  ,iiid  of  the  priiiier,  Garcia  T-'tfi-s"  R.JIS  m»<W 
mure  odious  by  itio  impuniiv  of  the  I'oyulisi  journal  Hi 
Ticm^o. 
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Capt.  Freemont's  Expedition.  A  Idler  from 
Capt.  F.  daled  Verba  Buena,  Bay  of  St.  Francisco, 
Upper  California,  January  24lii,  1846,  says — 

"I  crossed  the  Rocky  Moiiniauis  on  the  main  Ar- 
kansas, passing  out  at  its  very  licad  water;  explored 
the  southern  shore  of  the  great  Salt  Lake,  and  visit- 
ed one  of  its  islanils.  You  know  that  on  every  ex- 
tant map,  njanuscript  or  printed,  the  whole  of  the 
Great  Basin  is  repri'sented  as  a  sandy  plain,  barren, 
without  water,  and  without  grass  Tell  yourlather 
that,  with  a  volunteer  party  of  tifleen  men,  I  crossed 
it  between  the  parallels  of  38°  and  391.  Instead  of 
a  plain,  I  found  it,  throuyhout  its  whole  extent,  tra- 
versed by  parallel  ranges  of  lofly  mountains,  their 
summits  white  with  snow,  (October,)  while  below 
the  vulleys  had  none.  Instead  uf  a  barren  country, 
the  mountains  were  covered  with  grasses  of  the  best 
quality,  wooded  with  several  varieties  of  trees,  and 
coDtaining  mure  deer  and  iiiounlain  sheep  than  we 
had  seen  in  any  previous  part  uf  our  voya^^e.  So 
utterly  at  variance  with  every  description,  from  au- 
thentic sources,  or  from  rumor  or  report,  it  is  fair  lo 
consider  this  country  as  hilherlo  wholly  unexj-ilureJ, 
and  never  before  visited  by  a  white  man.  1  met  my 
party  at  the  rendezvous,  a  lake:  southeast  of  the  Py- 
ramid Lake,  and  again  separated,  sending  them 
along  the  eastern  side  of  the  Great  Sierra,  three  or 
four  hundred  miles,  in  a  southerly  direction,  where 
they  were  to  cross  into  the  valley  of  the  St.  Joa- 
quiin,  near  its  head.  During  all  the  time  that  I  was 
not  «  ilh  them,  Mr.  Joseph  Walker  was  Iheir  guide, 
Mr.  Talbolt  in  charge,  and  Mr.  Kern,  the  topogra- 
pher. The  eleventh  day  after  leaving  them  1  reach- 
ed Captain  Sutter's,  crossing  the  Sierra  on  the  4th 
December,  before  the  snow  had  fallen  there.  Now 
the  Sierra  is  absolutely  impassable,  and  the  place  of 
our  passage  two  years  ago  is  luminous  with  masses  of 
snow.  By  the  route  1  have  explored  1  can  ride  in 
thirty-five  days  from  the  Fontahu  qui  Bouil*  river  to 
Capt.  Sutter's;  and,  for  wagons,  the  road  is  decided- 
ly far  better. 

"I  shall  make  a  short  journey  up  the  eastern  branch 
of  the  Sacramento,  and  go  from  the  TIamath  lake 
into  the  Wahlahmath  valley,  through  a  pass  alluded 
lo  m  my  report;  in  this  way  making  the  roaJ  into 
Oregon  far  shorter,  and  a  good  road  in  place  uf  the 
present  very  bad  one  down  the  Coliiiiibia.  When  1 
shall  have  made  this  short  exploration,  1  shall  have 
explored  from  beginning  to  end  tkisroad  to  Oregon. 

i  have  just  returned  with  my  parly  of  sixteen,  from 
an  exploring  journey  in  the  Sierra  Aeoaiia,  from  the 
neighborhood  of  Sutler's  to  the  heads  of  the  Lake 
Fork.  We  got  among  heavy  snows  on  the  mountain 
summits,  they  where  more  rugged  than  1  had  else- 
where met  them:  suffered  again  as  in  our  first  pas- 
sage; got  among  the  "horse-lhieves,"  (Indians  who 
lay  waste  the  California  frontier),  fought  several, 
and  fought  our  way  down  into  the  plain  again,  and 
back  lo  Sutter's.  Tell  your  father  that  1  have  some- 
thing handsome  to  tell  him  of  some  exploits  of  Car- 
son and  Dick  Owens,  and  others. 

"I  am  now  going  on  business  to  see  some  gentle- 
men on  the  coast,  and  will  then  join  my  people,  and 
coijiplete  our  survey  in  this  part  of  the  world  as  ra- 
pidly as  possible.  The  season  is  now  juat  arriving 
when  vegetation  is  coming  out  in  all  the  beauty  1 
have  often  described  to  you;  and  in  that  pari  of  my 
labors  1  shall  grainy  all  iny  hopes.  I  find  the  theory 
of  our  Great  Basin  fully  confirmed  in  having  for  its 
southern  boundary,  ranges  of  lolly  mountains.  The 
Sierra,  loo,  is  bruailer  where  this  chain  leaves  it 
Ihan  in  any  other  part  that  1  have  seen.  So  soon  as 
Ihe  proper  season  comes,  and  my  animals  are  rested, 
we  turn  uur  laces  homeward,  and  be  sure  that  grass 
will  not  grow  under  our  feet. 

"All  our  people  are  well,  and  we  have  had  do 
sickness  of  any  kind  among  us;  so  that  1  hope  lo  be 
able  to  bring  back  with  me  all  ihat  1  carried  oul. — 
Many  months  ot  hardships,  close  trials,  and  anxieties 
have  tried  nie  severely,  and  my  hair  is  turning  gray 
before  its  lime.  But  all  this  passes,  el  iebon  temps 
iiiendra." 


The  national  fair,  lo  commence  at  the  rily  of  I  ardent.  Under  these  circumstances  many  of  the 
Washington  on  the  20lh  instant,  promises  lo  be  a  1  minority  voted  affirmatively,  iruslinK  to  a  (utiire  op- 
splendid  affair.     It  ought  lo  command  tlie  atlention    "^ — i. ...:...  ■-    :..  .:i-..    .i ,  .-,  .  .^ 

and  counlenance  of  all  who  are  friendly  to  the  pro- 
gress of  American  ingenuity  and  American  industry. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  the  United  Slates 
Gazette  says: 

"Many  years  since,  at  one  of  the  early^xhibilions 
of  the  Franklin  Institute,  an  elderly  gentleman  of 
dignified  appearance,  and  remarkable  siinplicily  of 
manners  was  seen  moving  slowly  through  the  sev- 
eral rooms  and  examining  articles  of^beauly  and 
worth  with  great  care.  Here  was  a  quantity  of 
printed  calicoes  from  Rhode  island,  there  samples 
of  beautiful  sheeeting  from  Marsuchusetts,  broad 
cloths  of  great  delicacy,  blankets,  and  other  cotton 
and  woollen  fabrics  inviting  his  applause.  He  look- 
ed at  and  admireu  the  well  fiiii=ned  cutlery,  and  the 
rich  silverware  that  decked  the  central  lable.  Ev- 
erywhere his  eye  detected  something  to  approve. — 
li  was  pleasant  to  see  the  inleiost  win  li  tne  venera- 
ble stranger  manifiiste.i  in  all  he  saw.  At  length 
hia  eye  caught  a  label  on  s^jineihiiig  laid  ahno-t  uu 
of  view.  He  stepped  rapidly  forward,  look  up  th 
article,  lilted  the  pendant  paper,  and  read  "Manu- 
factured by ,  KichmunJ,  Og-iiiio."- 

A  tear  dropped  from  the  venerable  man,  as  he  read 
the  last  word.  It  seemed  to  be  a  feeling  of  pride, 
and  not  of  grief,  that  moved  him. 

'Who  is  that  old  gentleman."  Asked  a  person  who 
had  observed  his  emotion. 

'That,'  said  the  attendant,  as  he  lifted  his  hat,  'is 
Chief  Justice  Marshall.' 

Chief  Justice  Marshall  was  an  American,  a  whole 
American,  and  noihing  but  an  American;  but  he 
loved  old  Virginia,  and  he  felt  proud  to  see  her  tak 
ing  a  step  towards  her  true  place  in  the  cause  of  na 
tional  independence." 


THE  WAR  WITH  ME.XICO. 


*Boiling  Spring  river,  in  English.  This  is  the 
outside  selllement  on  the  Arkansas,  about  seventy 
mile?  above  Bent's  Fort  where  old  retired  hunters 
and  traders,  wilh  Mexican  and  Indian  wives,  and 
Iheir  children,  have  collected  into  some  villages, 
called  by  the  Mexican  name  fur  civilized  Indian  vil- 
leoges  pueblos,  where  they  raise  grain  and  slock. 
\'ol.  XX— Sir.   11. 


Congress,  have  certainly  acted  on  this  occasion 
with  great  promptitude.  'I'he  president's  message, 
asking  for  supplies  of  men  and  money  wherewith  to 
carry  on  hostilities  with  Mexico — wa?  received  by 
both  houses  on  Monday.  A  bill,  granting  both,  to 
the  full  exlei.l  of  ihe  recommendation,  was  immedi- 
ately reported  in  the  house  of  representatives,  passed 
that  body  by  a  vote  of  142  to  14,  and  was  sent  to 
Ihe  senate  the  next  morning.  That  body  slightly 
modified  the  bill,  passed  it  by  a  vote  of  40  to  2, 
and  returned  it  that  evening  to  the  house.  The 
amendments  were  concurred  in — the  presiding  offi- 
cers of  each  house  attached  their  signatures  on 
Wednesday  morning,  and  the  president  consummated 
Ihe  act  by  attaching  Ins  signnlure,  and  on  the  same 
day  isbutd  his  proclamation,  under  the  provisions 
therein. 

The  law  as  finally  passed,  »ill  be  found  under  the 
appropriate  head  in  this  number. 

Had  the  bill  been  drafted  simply  to  effect  its  main 
object,  that  is,  to  place  men  and  'money  at  the  dn- 
1  of  tlie  executive  for  carry  in-^  on  hostilities, 
hardly  a  negative  vote  would  haie  been  given.  The 
majority  look  advantage  of  ihe  occasion  to  incorpo- 
rate with  the  bill,  an  expression  ,is  to  the  origin 
of  the  war,  which  many  of  the  minority  differed 
with  them  in  opinion  respecting.  Very  earnest 
appeals  were  made  to  induce  the  majority  lo 
waive  such  an  expression  and  allow  the  bill  to 
pass  unanimously.  To  secure  this  object  they  pro- 
posed to  strike  out  the  preamble  of  the  bill.  On  Ihis 
motion  after  considerable  debate  and  remonstrance, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  stood  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Cal- 
houn, Thomas  Clayton,  J.  .\1.  Clayton,  Corwin,  Cri'- 
lenden,  Davis,  Dayton,  Evans,  Huntington,  JlcDuf- 
fie,  Mangum,  Murehead,  Si..iinons,  Upham,  Wood- 
bridge— 18. 

NAYS.— Me--srs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Ather- 
ton,  Bagby,  Benton,  Brrese,  Bright,  Cameron,  Cass, 
Colquitt,  Dix,  Houston,  Jarnagin,  Jenness,  Johnson, 
of -Md.,  Johnson,  of  La.,  Lewis,  Niles,  fennybacker, 
Rusk,  Semple,  Sevier,   Speight,  Sturgeon,  Turney, 


portuniiy  to  juMify  themselves.  Sevornl  voted  so 
under  formal  protest— others,  amongst  whom  were 
Senators  Calhoun,  Berrien,  and  Evans,  refused  lo 
vole  at  all,  though  occupying  their  scats  al  Ihe  lime. 
Senators  Crittenden  and  Upham  when  their  names 
were   called,  answered  "aye,  except  the  preamble." 

Mr.  Mangum  had  made  up  his  miud  to  vote  for 
the  bill,  but  he  entered  his  most  solemn  protest 
against  the  hasty  declaration  of  the  preamble,  about 
Ihe  exisience  of  war,  and  he  would  ask  the  senate 
that  Ihat  prolest  might  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Mes-^rs.  J.  M.  Clayton  and  Dayton  entered  similar 
protests. 

On  Ihe  question  "shall  the  bill  pa»«?"  the  folioww 
ing  are  Ihe  names  as  recorded. 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Ashley,  Atchi- 
son, Athenon,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Benton,  Brecso, 
Bright,  Cameron,  Cass,  John  M.  Clayton,  Col- 
quitt,, Corwin,Crilteii.ien,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Hous- 
tiiii,  Jarnagin,  Jn.ness,  Johnson,  of  Maryland, 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Lewis,  JIcDufiie,  Mangum, 
Murehead,  Niles,  Pennybacker,  Rusk,  Semple,  Se- 
vier, Simmons,  Speight,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  Upham, 
WestcotI,  Woodbridge  and  Yulee— 40. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Thomas  Clayton  and  Davis— 2. 

It  is  a  mailer  of  regitt  that  the  majority  should 
liave  insisted  upon  a  phraseologyso  objectionable  lo 
many  of  the  members,  when  but  for  those  expres- 
sions, Ihe  measures  would  have  assumed  Ihe  impos- 
ing national  aspect,  so  desireable  in  all  questions  of 
controversy  with  foreign  powers.  As  a  commit- 
ment of  the  dissenliiig  minority,  protests  will  be  an 
exoneration. 

Not  only  the  bill  granting  ten  millions  of  UoJIars 
and  fifty  thousand  volunteers  for  carrying  on  the 
war,  have  congress  ihu-i  [.lomplly  enacted  this  week, 
but  a  variety  of  other  hills  which  had  h  en  in  pro- 
gress fur  sometime  hi-lore,  have  been  taken  up  and 
as  promptly  carried  ihiough.     Amongst  them — 

The  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  army,  has  passed  both  houses  and  been 
signed  by  the  president.  It  places  the  companies,  if 
we  mistake  not,  upon  the  war  organization  lo  con- 
sist uf  100  ii.en,  thereby  augmenling  Itie  .''jrces  au. 
Ihorized  some  seven  or  cighl  thousand,  in  addition  to 
the  existing  force. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  corps  of  sappers  and 
miners,  lo  be  attached  lo  the  corpse  of  engineers, 
has  passed  both  houses. 

The  bill  making  Ihe  annual  appropriation  for  for- 
tifications, was  amended  by  inLreasing  the  amount  for 
fortifying  Ihe  p'lorida  reef,  from  ^100,1)00  to  200,000. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Ihe  military  academy,  was  passed  by  the  ho:i.<e,  of. 
ler  Ihe  usual  effort  to  have  that  institulioo  discontin- 
ued, which  proposition  obtained  very  few  voles  on 
ihis  occasion. 

The  senate  then  adopted  a  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  Berrien,  requesting  the  judiciary  committee  to 
report  on  the  expediency  ol  legisiatioii  for  carrying 
inio  eliect  Ihe  11th  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain 
in  179.'),  the  object  of  which  is  to  prevent  the  filling 
out  01  privateers  under  Mexican  colors  from  the  is- 
l.ind  of  Cuba." 


'Mexican  steamers  Jilonlezuma  and  Guaialoupe. — fni- 
portant.  We  noticed  some  luo  weeks  since  that  we  be- 
d  the  anni.uneemcnt  of  the  sale  of  the  two  Mexi- 
can steamers  a  s/iom,  and  that  they  would  appear,  m 
case  of  hostilities  wilh  Mexico  as  privateers.  We  are 
still  of  this  opinion,  and   we  have  a  fear  that  the 

harbor  of  Havana  will  contain  our  worst  enemies. 

A  United  Slates  74  should  be  stationed  off  Ihe  mouth 
of  Ihe  harbor,  to  watch  wilh  great  care  what  comes 
out  of  it.  It  will  be  recollected  that  in  1836  Ihe 
Mexican  armed  brig  Montezuma  lay  off  the  Sabine 
and  captured  the  American  schooner /uKtis  Cicsnr, 
and  others,  filled  with  emigrants  bound  for  Texas, 
and  carried  Ihem  into  Matamoros.  The  vessel 
conveying  soldiers  from  our  city  to  the  seal  of 
war  should  be  provided  with  two  or  three  pieces 
of  heavy  artillery.  They  might  be  iiUercepledby  the 
way.  [m:  Orleans  Tropic  May  Gth. 

WestcotI,  Yulee— 28. 

The  majurity  thus  adiiering  to  the  form  of  the  bill,  ^°^  several  montlis  past  a  standing  enquiry  in  the 
compelled  the  minority  to  either  vote  an  expression,  National  Register  has  been  "Is  war  brewing- 
from  Hhich  they  dissented,  or  to  vole  against  the  j  are  we  ready.'  "The  subject  wa.s  pressed  in  no 
supplies  in  favor  of  which  none  professed  lo  be  more  I  capatioiis  spirit,  or  manner.     Careful  regard  was  liad 
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a  startling  development   in  the  operation  of  the  re- 1      The  measure  of  those  disasters    is  not  duly    ai>- 
publican  system.  |  preciated.     That  in  case  of  a  war,  disasters  at  first 

The  act  which  passed  both  houses  of  Congress  I  were  to  be  expected,  seemed  to  be  admitted  on  all 
within  a  few  hours  after  receiving  the  President's  [  hands,  as  a  matter  of  course;  we  mean  in  a  war  with 
message  recommending  them,  to  'recognize'  tlie  exist-  j  England.  People  had  as  if  by  common  consent  made 
ing  war  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States,"  is  !  up  their  minds  to  that.  Alas,  how  few,  except  those 
m  conformity  with  that  recommendation.  But  instead  |  who  have  tasted  of  the  bitter  dj-aft,  know  how  to 
of  being  a  plain,  direct,  unequivecal  "Declaration   of  appreciate  a  series  of  national  disasters,  or   what    it 


lo  avoid  as  far  as  possible  party  political  bearing,  and 
full  latitude  was  at  all  times  claimed  for  the  Execu- 
tive, forbearing  to  embarrass  by  any  improper  sugges- 
tions, the  full  influence  v  liich  tliat  department  of  the 
government  is  always  entitled  to,  and  ought  always 
to  have  tlie  exercise  of,  in  its  management  of  our 
foreign  relations.  Our  anxiety  however  has  been  ex- 
pressed over  and  over,  in  the  enquiries  which  have 
been  made  in  almost  every  number  of  the  Register, 
whether  war  was  not  very  likely  to  result  from  tiie 
course  which  was  in  progress,  and  if  so,  were  we 
prepared,  as  a  nation  ought  to  be  prepared,  for  the 
approach  of  a  war?  were  we  preparing,  were  any 
adequate  measures  recommended  even,  towards  a  pre- 
paration? 

We  repeated  these  enquiries  for   months,  pointmg 
as  far  as  it  was  prudent  to  do  so  to,  "the  nakedness  of 

the  land,"  as  to  military  preparations,  mcurring  as  wc  _  .     ■    ■         ■  u 

did  from  time  to  time,  the  imputation  of  "croakers"  i  the  case  in  doubt,  on  this  occasion.  As  it  is,  neither 
"panic  makers"  and  similar  rc6-peclfid  epithets  from  '  our  own  citizens  nor  foreign  governments  are  able  to 
the  party  press  for  having  ventured  to  admonish  as  j  pronounce  whether  w.<ir,  in  its  higher  and  legal 
weendeavouredrespectfullvtodo,andfor  urging  that  signification,  now  exists  between  Mexico  mid  tlie 
war  wasevideiUly  so  far  ,>05'«We,if  notj;cf,i-,iHe,tbat  pru-  |  United  States.  We  know  tliat  fightmg,  kiUmg,  taking 
dence  required  such  stops  to  be  immediately  taken  as  i  prisoners,  blockading  ports,  invading  territory,  and  all 
would  avert  those  mortifications,  humiliations  and  '  the  usual  accompaniments  of  a  war  are  now  not  only 
losses   lo  which  we  must  inevitably  be  subjected  if  it   enacting,  but  on  our  port  at  least,  are  now  legalized, 


war,"  such  as  the  Constitution  seems  to  have  contem- 
plated in  any  such  exigency,  and  which  would  as  we 
think  have  been  the  most  appropriate  form  for  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  it  is  equivocal,  and  leaves 
the  question  as  to  whether  we  are  now  ttctmcdlfj  and 
"constitutionally"  at  war  with  Mexico,  or  not.     This 


costs  to  recover  from  them. 

But  as  to  being  "ready"  for  a  war  with  Mexieo, 
who  would  have  dai'ed  to  express  a  doubt' 

That  a  verj-  mistaken  estimate  prevailed  of  what  a 
war  with  Mexico  might  become,  and  of  what  was  re- 
quired to  make  such  a  war   brief,  and  terminate  it 


halfway  hobbling,  this  complication  and  involution  of  i  advantageously,  we  have  unreservedly  and  repeatedly 
great  national  atiairs,  should  be  avoided.     Distinct,    urged. 


definite  and  indisputable  ground  is  generally  the  best 
foothold.     We  can  distinguish  no  necessity  for  leaving 


found  the  nation  ui  its  then  unprepared  condition 

The  fact  is,  that  we  were  really  perplexed  beyond 
measure  to  conceive  what  the  real  views  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  Cabinet  could  be,  in  relation  to  the  ques- 
tio.i  of  peace  or  war.  So  far  as  we  were  allowed  to 
discern,  for  several  montlis  after  Congress  met,  no 
recommendation,  looking  towards  a  preparation  for 
war  with  a  formidable  power,  had  emanated  from  the 
Executive.  On  the  contrary,  the  particular  dcpai-t- 
Bient  to  which  we  cast  our  eyes  for  the  very  first  in- 
gredient towards  a  preparation  for  war,  instead  of 
havuig  such  an  object  in  view,  or  makuig  any  demon- 
strations whatever  towards  raising  ways  and  means, 
to  sustain  the  public  credit  and  wherewith  to  meet 
war  expences,  were  devotedly  occupied  in  preparing 
and  endeavoured  to  secure  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  re- 
ducing the  existing  duties  upon  imports  to  one  third 
less  than  those  of  the  existing  taiifi'.  Tlie  unvarying 
tone  of  the  official  Joiunal  in  the  mean  tune  was,  that 
we  might  trust  to  the  President  for  a  peaceable  as 
well  as  honorable  termination  of  om-  foreign  difficidties. 
At  length  inquiry  was  directly  made  from  the  senate, 
at  the  suggestion  of  J.  M-  Clmjlon,  whether,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  our  foreign  relations  were  m 
such  attitude  as  to  make  it  advisable  for  Congress  to 
direct  preperations  for  war? 

The  President's  reply  to  this  inquhy  was  such  as  to 
induce  us  to  qualify  previous  expressions.  We  now 
understood  the  President  to  say  that  he  had,  tiirough 
the  depeo-tments,  some  tune  back,  recommended  to 
Committees  of  Congress  certain  measures  looking  to  a 
preparation  for  war.  Without  deeming  this  to  have 
been  the  straiglit  forward,  responsible,  and  influential 
course  which  it  seemed  to  us  the  occasion  called  for, 
we  were  yet  for  receiving  it  for  its  full  value,  and  gave 
President  Polk  credit  accordingly.  No  sooner  had  we 
done  so  than  we  found  ourselves  brought  up  on  the 
other  hand  by  the  unexpected  disavowal  on  the  part 
of  heads  of  departments  and  others,  of  the  respon- 
sibilities and  recommendations  to  which  it  was  sup- 
posed the  Picsideut  in  his  message  had  allusion.  A 
strange,  not  to  say  discreditable  squabble  ensued,  as 


and  yet  war  is  not  "declared."  Nay,  some  of  the  in- 
cidents to  war  yet  want  legal  formalities.  Wliether, 
for  instance,  the  commander  of  the  American  squad- 
ron m  the  Gulf  would  be  authorized  to  take  Vera 
Cruz,  if  he  could?  Wliether  the  Pacific  squadron 
might  take  possession  of  Monterey? 

Letters  of  marque  are  as  yet  certainly  not  au- 
thorized on  our  part,  although  there  is  reason  to  ap- 
prehend that,  they  have  been  or  speedily  will  be 
authorized  by  tlie  Mexicans. 

Accounts  from  Cuba  intimate  that  one  of  the  ob- 
jects which  the  Mexican  Minister  to  England  had  in 
view  in  stopping  at  that  Island,  was  to  malcc  disposi- 
tion of  letters  of  marque  for  the  annoyance  of  our 
commerce.  That  thousands  of  the  buceaneers  and 
slavers  that  infest  those  seas  would  spring  to  such  a 
harvest  as  our  wide  spead  commerce  would  aiibrd 
them,  is  too  probable. 

But,  di'opping  discussion  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
possession  now  occupied,  or  as  to  whether  techmcxdbj 
we  are  at  war  or  not,  we  certainly,  de  facto,  are 
sufficiently  at  war  to  induce  as  to  recur  once  more  to 
the  oft    and  anxiously  repeated  enquiry  "Are  we 

READY?" 

The  question  "Is  war  brewing,"  is  solved,  the 
second  enquiry  "are  we  ready,"  is  now  at  test,  so  far 
as  Mexico  is  concerned.  Mow  long  it  may  he  before 
the  test  may  be  applied  to  a  case  of  war  with  Great 
Britain,  v.ho  will  undertake  to  say?  The  "Union"  of 
Thursday  of  last  week,  certauily  apprehend  the  time, 
to  be  not  very  remote.  The  N  ational  Intelligeiicer 
treated  the  article  in  the  Union  to  which  we  have 
allusion,  very  lightly  and  intimated  that  the  editor  of 
the  Otficial  Journal  must  have  allowed  himself  to  be 
hoaxed  on  that  occasion;  yet  we  see  that  tlie  Foreign 
Quarterly,  just  republished  in  this  country,  says,  in  a 
postscript  to  an  article  on  tlie  Oregon  question.  'Every 
public  man  that  we  have  seen  or  heard  of,  seems  to 
tliink,  and  the  whole  public  press  concur  in  aimoun- 
eing,  that  the  dissolution  of  Sir  Roliert  Peel's  niimstry  is 
inevital)le.  No  definite  reason  seems  to  be  assigned 
for  this   expected  event.      It  is  intimated  that  Sh- 


are carried.  Why  be  should  then  resign,  with  a 
majority  in  his  favor,  no  explanation  is  given.  Upon 
tlie  occasion  of  the  retirement  of  tlie  Peel  cabinet, 
not  long  since — a  retirement  which  lasted  but  two 
days — there  were  some  who  held  the  belief  that  the 
real  cause  of  that  step  was  not  the  one  publicly  an- 
nounced; but  that  Peel  withdrew  in  order  to  leave 
Lord  John  Ri'ssei.l  and  a  Whig  Cabinet  to  meet  the 
ponsibility  of  the  Oregon  question,  M'hicli    seemed 


to  what  had  and  what  tuid  not  been  oilicially   rccom-   Robert  wUl  remain  in  office  until  his   taritf  measures 
mended,  as  well  as  who  it  was  that  recommended  the 
measure  in  question,  looking  towards  adequate  defence 
of  thecounU-y,  in  case  the  \var,  now  thought  to  be  at 
least  possible,  should  ensue. 

Bewildered  by  all  this,  we  deemed  it  due  to  tlic 
character  of  the  country  to  let  Uic  subject  drop  for  the 
time  being,  and  it  was  dropped  also  in  Congress. 

The  progress  of  circumstances  quickly  awakened 
both  Congrcs  and  the  country  from  this  quiet.  The 
iiuestioii  that  we  have  so  often  repeated,  is  solved.  It 
is  now  no  longer  "/»  ii-«)'  iirncinijr"— War  is  here— 
Witlioul  authority  of  citlier  the  Congress  of  Mexico, 
or  of  llie  Congress  of  the  V.  States,  on  both  of  which 
the  Conslitulions  of  the  two  countries  confci-s  the  sole 
airhoi'ity  to  "declare  war;"  loar  luis  commenced,  and 
whethm"  it  be  in  tlic  Constitutional  sense,  a  war,  or  only 
hoslilUirs,  provoked  by  executive  mwmaiiagement  of 
cither  or  lulli  of  the  parties,  all  tlie  incidents  of  war 
are  lirou;;ht  upon  the  two  countries, and  actually  exist. 
The  people  of  botli  republics  have  leajiied,  that  the 
restrictions  of  the  constitution  to  tlio  contrary  not- 
withstanding, tlie  Kxecutivis  have  it  in  their  power  to 
jnake    w;u-    intvilidile.    .it    pleasure.        This    is   Inily 


The  first  announcement  of  hostilities,  comes  to  us 
with  the  postscript,  that '  -the  Mexicans  have  been  sadly 
underrated."  Ten  days  ago  the  prediction  was  con- 
fidently pronounced  from  the  Ainerican  camp,  that 
"Of  this  you  may  be  certain,  we  shall  have  no  fight- 
ing, unless  weourselves  lead  off  the  dance." 

The  very  next  arrival  brings  us  not  only  disastrous 
offairs  of  out-posts,  but  the  startling  intelligence  that 
our  army  is  invested  by  the  enemy  and  its  supplies  and 
munitions  cut  off.and  with  only  fifteen  days  provisions 
in  store.  It  is  true,  assurances  are  given  of  their 
being  able  to  maintain  their  position,  provided  they 
receive  timely  supplies  and  succor,  but  great  appre- 
hensions are  felt  for  the  safety  of  the  detachment  at 
Point  Isabel,  which  have  in  chaige  the  stores  and  mu- 
nitions designed  for  the  ainiy. 

"The  Army  of  occupation"  will  do,  we  have  no 
doubt,  whatever  the  same  number  of  men,  with  the 
means  they  have  at  command,  could  do,  and  whilst  we  " 
regard  it  as  quite  possible  that  the  "fortune  of  war" 
may  have  further  reverses  for  them  to  experience, 
yet  we  have  far  more  of  faith  than  (;f  despondency 
on  the  occasion.  We  believe  that  if  the  precaution  has 
been  taken  there,  as  we  presume  it  must  have  been, 
to  apprise  Commodore  Conner  of  the  posture  of  aflairs, 
the  squadron,  or  a  part  of  it,  will  have  repaired  with 
timely  succour  to  the  vicuiity  to  insure  the  safety  of 
the  post  and  the  stores.  Although  the  depth  of  water 
will  not  alow  them  to  approach  the  port,  their  men 
and  arms  will  be  efficient.  It  will  take  some  time, 
even  with  the  characteristic  alecrity  of  oiu-  South 
western  volunteers,  for  forces  sufficient  to  re-open 
safe  commimication  with  Gen.  Taylor's  camp  from 
Point  Isabel,  to  reach  tlie  latter,  and  to  be  prepared 
to  encounter  with  success,  the  forces  which  the 
Mexicans  are  supposed  to  have  now  posted  to  inter- 
cept them. 

The  despatches  asking'for  additional  forces,  left  Gen. 
Taylor's  camp  on  the  26th.  ult.  He  then  had  fifteen 
days  provision.  Half  allowance  might  of  course  make 
them  last  longer,  but  would  have  .an  unfavorable  eftect 
upon  the  physical pov.ei-s  of  the  the  men. 

We  have  Galveston  dales  to  ihe  3d  irsl.  The 
steamer  Monmoulh  left  Galveston  on  Ihe  1st  inst., 
Willi  volunteers  to  join  ihe  arm).  They  weie  no  doubt 
Ihe  first  lo  reach  Poinl  Isabel,  under  Ibe  requi- 
sition of  Goneial  Taylor.  From  Ihe  old  stales, 
Ihe  credit  of  making  ihe  first  actual  muvemenl  of 
volunteers  for  the  rescue,  vvc  believe,  is  due  lo  the 
spirited  company  which  left  Mobile  on  the  4th  inst., 
under  command  of  Gen.  Desha,  for  New  Orleans. 
Without  waiting  to  receive  a  requisition  from  any 
direction,  Ihej  heard  the  bugle  call,  ami  the  res- 
ponse was  instant,  "We  are  here — ready."  On  the 
5lh  inst.,  Ihey  reached  New  Orleans,  one  hundred 
strong,  a'nd  on  the  6lh  inst.,  embarked  from  thence 
for  Texas. 

Lotiisiaiiians  were,  some  of  them,  equally  prompt, 
but  the  requisition  upon  that  state  was  for  a  consid- 
erable force,  and  necessaiiiy  required  more  lime  to 
mu.4er.  The  legislature  instantly  placed  $10U,OOU 
at  the  disposal  of  the  governor  for  the  exigency. 
Benjamin  Story,  Esq.,  placed  ^.500  000  at  the  dis- 


tlien  approaching  crisis.    Inasmuch  as  tliat  question  is  I  positiiTn  of  the   state  oi  Louisiana,  immediately  OD 
now  certainly  approaclihig  a  crisis.the  same  design,  if    Uaniing    the    situation   of    the    army   on    Ihe    Rio 


it  existed  before,  may  be  the  moving  cause  of  Uic  pre- 
dicted resignation." 

A  linn  persuasion  that  the  government  was  not 
preparing  witli  due  promptitude  for  a  contingency 
which  to  our  vision  seemed  ti)  be  too  probable,  has  in- 
duced us  to  continue  unceasingly  to  ui^e  tlic  questions 
so  important  to  the  country.  If  mistaken,  it  were  at 
least  to  mistake  upon  tlie  safe  side.  Neglect  prepaid 
atiou,  let  war  overtalte  us,  and  disgrace,  as  well 
as  disaster  inevitably  awaited  us,  to  retrieve  which 
how  many  lives t^nd  vihal  a stiugglc  would  it  not  cost 
the  country?  ,   ,    „,    ,,i,i,.-  i.    ■    :  .i  i,  .       »- . 


Grande. 

The  papers  lecmwilh  evidences  of  public  spirit 
on  every  hand.  Without  wailing  lo  determine  whelh- 
er  laull  has  bei'n  committed,  or  lo  que.-tion,  if  so, 
whcte  the  fault  is  chargeable,  all  agree  that  the 
army  now  exposed,  musl  be  sustained,  and  war,  if 
continued,  musl  be  waged  with  decisive  energy. 

A  general  meeting  ot  Ihe  cilizens  of  New  Oihans 
was  called,  and  the  following  resolutions  wcie  adopt- 
ed wilh  ihe  greatest  unuiiiinily. 

Whereas  hoslililies  have  aclually  commenced  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico;  and  whereat 
our  nriiiy  of  occupation  upon  Ihe  Inntierol  Texai, 
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pressed  by  embarrassments  and  surrounded  bj  a  su- 
perior force,  calls  for  immediate  assistance;  and 
whersas  Louisiana  has  ever  been  prompt  in  her  ac- 
tion on  emergencies  liiie  the  present: 

Resolved,  That  as  Louisianians  we  will  immediate- 
ly respond  to  the  call  of  Brigadier  General  Taylor, 
and  without  a  moment's  delay  place  at  his  command 
four  regiments  of  Infantry,  as  required. 

Resolved,  That,  as  Americans,  it  behooves  us  to 
forget  all  diB'erences  of  opinion,  and  only  to  remem- 
ber that  our  countBy's  honor  is  in  danger. 

Resolved,  That  we  point  with  pride  to  the  action  of 
our  legislature  in  the  present  crisis,  and  that  we  will 
do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  sustain  its  appropria- 
tion and  to  carry  out  its  patriotic  views." 

Several  very  fine  companies  have  been  formed  un- 
der Capt.  Stockton  and  Breedlove,  of  Washington 
regiment;  Capt.  Smith,  of  the  Louisiana  volunteers, 
and  Cupt.  Hunt. 

Capt.  Fulton,  Idte  of  the  U.  S.  dragoons,  is  about 
raising  a  company  of  volunteers  for  Texas. 

Gen.  Rousseau,  of  the  8th  Brigade  Louisiana  Mi- 
litia has  issued  his  orders  to  the  Colonel  of  his  com- 
mand to  open  lists  and  invite  volunteers  for  Mexico, 
and  send  them  to  New  Orleans  as  fast  as  companies 
can  be  organized. 

The  Tropic  says— "Two  companies  of  Maj.  Marks' 
brigade  have  been  organized  and  elecled  otficers. — 
Their  names  are  as  follows — 1st  company,  S.  B. 
Head,  Ciptain;  H.  Fairchild,  Isl  lieutenant;  J.  A. 
Kelly.  2d  lieutenant.  2nd  company,  S.  F.  Marks, 
captain;  A.  C.  Fountaine,  1st  lieutenaut;  Alfred  Eng- 
lish, Sd  lieutenant. 

Yet  up  to  the  6th  inst.  not  quite  130G  men  had 
volunteered,  and  the  New  Orhans  p.ipers  of  that 
date  say,  that  "unless  volunteers  come  forward  with 
more  promptness,  the  governor  will  be  compelled  to 
resort  to  draft." 

POSITIOU   op   THE   ARMY. 

The  camp  of  Gen.  Taylor  extends  about  four 
miles  along  the  river  bank,  two  miles  above  and  two 
below  Malamoios.  It  occupied  his  twenty-three 
hundred  men  for  thirty  days  to  construct  the  de- 
fences, ills  made  of  sand,  covered  over  with  twigs, 
woven  together  like  basket  work,  surrounded  by  a 
wide  and  very  deep  dilrh. 

The  walls  uf  the  magazine  in  the  interior  of  the 
fortification  are  formed  of  pork  barrels,  filled  with 
sand,  seven  tier  thick,  four  tier  high,  covered  over 
with  limber,  on  which  sand  is  piled  ten  or  twelve 
feet. 

Twelve  heavy  pieces  of  ordnance  are  so  placed  as 
to  command  the  town  of  Matamoros. 

This  camp  is  about  30  miles  above  the  mouth  of 
the  Rio  del  None.  In  its  rear  strelchcs  the  wide 
desert  region  between  that  river  and  the  Nueces, 
150  miles  in  breadth,  affording  no  sustenance.  Along 
nearly  the  whole  coast  between  the  mouths  of  those 
rivers  stretches  Padre  island,  (a  barren  sand  ridge,) 
and  Madre  Lagune,  which  latter  is  penetrated  near 
the  soulhern  end  by  a  high  Dlulf,  called. 

Point  Isabel,  which  is  Gen.  Taylor's  depot  of  pro- 
visions, and  the  point  from  which  his  supplies  are  to 
be  derived.  Il  is  27  miii  s  liom  his  camp,  through  a 
country  difiicult  to  pem-irate.  A  narrow  channel, 
the  outlet  of  Madre  l.ii,une,  opens  into  the  Gulf  op- 
posite Point  Isabel,  and  forms  its  means  of  comoiu- 
nicaling  with  the  sea.  But  it  is  only  of  depth  to  ad- 
mit small  vessels. 

Some  few  miles  outside  of  the  Lagune,  the 

Erassos  Santiago,  a  small  port,  off  of  which,  and 
between  it  and  the  mouth  of  the  Km  Grande,  our 
ships  occasionally  anchor.  The  li.  S.  schr.  Flirt 
was  endeavoring  at  the  last  accounts  to  get  over  the 
bar  into  the  Brassos  Santiago,  in  order  to  co-operate 
more  ellectually  in  the  defence  of  the  depot  and  po- 
Eitton  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 


NATIONAL   AFFAIRS, 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Jlinerica. 

A      PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  congres  of  the  United  Stales,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  constitutional  authority  vested  in  Ihem, 
have  declared  by  their  act,  bearing  date  this  day, 
that,  "by  the  act  of  the  republic  ol  Mexico,  a  state 
of  war  exists  between  thalgovtrnmenland  the  United 
Slates." 

Now,  therefore,  I,  JA.MES  K.  FOLK,  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  pro- 
claim the  same  to  all  whom  it  may  concern;  and  I 
do  specially  enjoin  on  all  persons  holding  offices, 
civil  or  iQililary,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  that  they  be  vigilant  and  zealous  in  discharg- 
ing the  duties  respeclitely  incident  thereio:  and  j  do 
moreover  exhort  all  Ihe  good  people  of  the  United 
States,  as  Ihey  love  their  country,  as  they  leel  the 
wrongs  which  have  forced  on  them  the  last  resort  of 
injured  nations,  and  as  they  consult  the  best  means. 


under  the  blessing  of  Divine   Providence,  of  abridg- 
ing its  calamities,  that  they  exprt  themselves  in  pre- 
serving order,  in  promoting  concord,  in  maintaining 
the   authority   and   the  cffic.iey  of  the   laws,  and  in 
supporting  and  invigorating;  all  the  measures  which 
may   be   adopted   by   the  constituted  authorities  for 
obtaining  a  speedy,  a  just,  and  an  honorable  peace. 
In    testimony    whereof,  1    have    hereunto  set   mv 
hand,  ami  caused  the  seal  of  Ihe  United  States 
to  be  affixed   to  Ihpse   (iresents.     Done  at  the 
[t.s.JCily  of  Washington  the  thirteenth  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  and 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  the 
seventeenth.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

By  the  President: 

James  Bhchanan,  Secretary  of  State. 


THE     act     relating     TO     WAR. 

"An  act  providing  for  Ihe  prosecution  of  the  exist- 
ing war  between  the  Unied  Stales  and  the  republic 
of  Mexico." 

Whereas,  by  the  act  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  a 
state  of  war  exists  between  that  government  and  the 
United  Stales:  Therefore — 

Be  it  enacted  hy  Ihe  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  Viiiltd  Slates  of  .imerica  in  congress  assembled. 
That,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  government  of 
the  United  Stales  to  prosecute  said  war  to  a  speedy 
and  successful  termination,  the  president  be,  and  he 
IS  hereby  authorized  lo  employ  the  niilitia,  naval  and 
military  forces  of  the  United  Slates,  and  to  call  for 
and  accept  the  services  of  any  number  of  volunteei'S, 
not  exceeding  fifty  thousand,  who  may  offer  their  ser- 
vices, either  as  cavalry,  artillery,  infantiy  or  riflemen, 
lo  serve  twelve  months  after  they  shall  have  arrived 
at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  or  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
unless  sooner  discharged;  according  to  the  lime  for 
which  they  shall  have  been  mustered  into  service; 
and  that  the  sum  of  ten  millions  oi'  dollars  out  of 
any  money  in  ihe  treasury,  or  to  come  into  the  trea- 
sury, not  otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriati-d  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the 
provisions  of  this  act  into  effect. 

Sec.  2.  .Ind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  militia 
when  called  into  service  of  the  United  Slates  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  or  any  other  act,  may,  if  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  Ihe  public 
interest  requires  it,  be  compelled  to  serve  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  six  months  after  their  arrival  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  in  any  one  year,  unless  sooner 
discharged. 

Sec.  3  ^ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  vo- 
lunteers shall  furnish  their  own  clothes,  and,  if  ca- 
valry, their  own  horses,  and  horse  equipments;  and, 
when  mustered  into  service,  shall  be  armed  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  volun- 
teer^ when  called  into  actual  service,  and  while  re- 
maining therein,  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and 
articles  of  .var,  anj  shall  be,  in  all  respects,  except  as 
to  clothing  and  pay,  placed  on  the  same  fooling  with 
similar  corps  of  the  United  States  army,  and  in  lieu 
of  clothing,  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  pri- 
vate in  any  company  who  may  thus  offer  himself 
shall  be  entitled,  when  called  into  actual  service,  to 
receive  in  money  a  sum  equal  lo  the  cost  of  cloth- 
ing of  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  (as  the 
case  may  be)  in  the  regular  troops  ol  the  United 
Stales. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  the  said  vo- 
lunteers so  offering  their  services  shall  be  accepted 
by  the  president  in  companies,  battalions,  squadrons, 
and  regiments,  whose  offictrs  shall  be  appointed  in 
tiie  manner  prescribed  by  law  in  Ihe  several  states 
and  territories  lo  which  such  companies,  battalions, 
squadrons,  and  regiments  shall  respectively  belong. 

Sec.  6.  .ind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president 
of  the  United  Slates  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  organize  companies  so  tendering  their  services 
into  battalions  or  squadrons;  battalions  and  squa>l- 
rons  into  regiments;  regiments  into  brigades,  and 
brigades  into  divisions,  as  soon  as  ihe  number  of  vo- 
lunteers shall  render  such  organization,  in  his  judg 
ment,  expedient;  and  the  president  shall,  if  necessa- 
ry, apportion  the  staff,  field  and  general  officers  among 
Ihe  respective  states  and  territories  Irom  which  Ihe 
volunteers  shall  tender  their  services,  as  he  may 
deem  proper. 

Sec.  7  And  be  il  farther  enacted.  That  the  volun 
leers  who  may  be  received  into  the  service  of  the 
United  Slates  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
and  who  shall  be  wounded  or  olherwi-e  disaoled  in 
the  service,  shall  be  entilled  to  all  the  benefit  which 
may  be  conferred  on  persons  wounded  in  the  service 
of  the  Unite.l  Slates. 

Sec.  8.  .ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Uiiiled  Staler  be,  and  he  is  hereb),  au- 
thorized forthwith  to  complete  all  the  public  armed 
vessels  now   authorized  by  law,  and   to  purcba>e  or 


charier,  arm,  equip,  and  man  such  merchant  vessels 
and  steamboats  as,  upon  examinalinn,  may  be  found 
fit  or  easily  converted  into  armed  vessels  fit  for  the 
public  service,  and  in  such  number  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  seaboard,  lake 
coast,  and  the  general  defence  of  the  country. 

Sec.  9.  .'Ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  whenever, 
Ihe  mililia  or  volunteers  are  called  and  received  into 
the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  under  Ihe  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  they  shall  have  the  organization  of 
the  army  of  the  United  .'Elates,  and  shall  have  tho 
same  pay  allowances;  and  all  mounted  privates,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  artificers,  shall 
be  allowed  40  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and  risk  of 
their  hor.^e8,  except  of  horses  actually  killed  in  ac- 
tion, and  if  any  mounted  volunteer,  non-commission- 
ed officer,  musician,  or  private,  sholl  not  keep  him- 
self provided  with  a  serviceable  horse,  said  volun- 
teers shall  serve  on  foot. 

On  the  question  being  put  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives on  the  passage  of  ihe  above  bill 

Mr.  Garrett  Davis  asked  lo  be  excused  from  voting 
on  the  bill.     lie  said — 

This  is  a  measure,  direclly  and  indirectly,  of  very 
great  importance,  and  yet  no  opportunity,  not  a  sin- 
gle moment,  has  been  allowed  any  whig  of  Ibis  house 
to  say  one  word  upon  il.  So  far  as  it  can  operate 
upon  the  fate  of  the  gallant  general  and  his  little 
army  upon  the  Del  Norte,  there  is  no  need  for  such 
unparalleled  haste  in  urging  a  measure  of  lis  charac- 
ter through  this  body.  He  is  on  a  frontier  three 
thousand  miles  distant.  In  the  exercise  of  a  dig- 
cretior.ary  power  vested  in  him  by  the  cxecutiva,  ha 
has  made  a  requisition  on  the  governors  of  the  neigh- 
boring stales  for  ten  thousand  troops.  At  this  mo- 
ment, the  destiny  of  General  Taylor  and  his  gallant 
band  is  sealed,  and  1  doubt  not  that  ere  now  the 
prompt  succor  which  he  has  received  from  the  states 
contiguous  lo  the  theatre  of  his  operations  has  given 
him  such  force  that  he  ha,  beaten  back  the  enemy, 
and  that  his  victorious  standard  at  this  moment  floats 
over  Matamoros.  Whatever  it  is,  liis  fate  is  now 
sealed,  and  any  thing  we  may  now  do  will  be  too  late 
to  influence  it.  There  could  then  be  no  valid  objec- 
tion lo  give  a  da}  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill, 
and  no  person  would  desire  more.  But  the  haughty 
and  dominating  majority  will  not  allow  now  this 
much. 

Bui,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  an  objection  to  the  pre- 
amble of  the  bill.  It  reciicM  that  war  exists  between 
the  United  Stales  and  Mexico,  and  that  this  war  was 
begun  by  Mexico.  That  informal  war  exists  between 
the  two  countries  is  undeniable;  but  that  Mexico 
commenced  it  is  utterly  untrue,  and  1  object  to  tho 
preamble  because  it  sets  forth  so  bold  a  faischool. 
1  am  decidedly,  stri.ngly  in  favor  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  money,  and  of  the  raising  of  the  forces 
for  which  the  bill  provides.  For  these  purposes,  it 
is  suHicient  for  me  Ihul  our  country  is  at  war,  be  it 
formal  or  informal,  whether  bfguu  by  Mi:kico  or  our 
own  government.  1  require  only  to  know  that  our 
army  is  in  danger,  and  vvhtther  it  be  in  Ihe  territory 
of  the  United  States  or  Mexico,  1  am  leady  to  vote 
men  and  money  even  to  the  utmost  resources  of  the 
country  for  the  rescue.  If  the  war  be  wrongful,  at 
a  more  convenient  season  1  would  hold  them  respon- 
sible who  made  it.  But  1  protc-t  solemnly  against 
defiling  this  measure  with  the  unfounded  statement 
that  Mexico  began  Ihis  war.  'I'hal  position  is  not 
necessary  to  give  this  bill  any  possible  effect.  It 
could  have  been  as  well  omitted,  and,  had  it  been 
rejected,  I  doubt  not  the  bill  would  receive  the  unani- 
mous vole  of  the  house.  But  ihat  was  not  the  object 
of  its  authors.  Their  purpose  was  lo  make  the  whigs 
vote  against,  or  force  them  lo  aid  in  throwing  a  snel- 
ter  over  the  adniinislraiiun,  by  voting  for  a  bill  which 
set  forth  that  this  needless  and  unexpected  war  was 
commenced  by  Mexico. 

Sir,  if  the  bill  contained  any  recilation  upon  that 
point  III  truth  and  justice,  il  should  be  that  this  ivar 
wa"  heg.ju  by  the  president.  The  river  Nueces  is 
Ihe  true  vvestern  boundarj  of  Texas.  The  country 
betw.  en  that  stream  and  Ihe  Del  Norte  is  part  of 
.Mexico;  and  that  power  had  people  and  eslaOlish- 
inents  in  it.  Months  ago,  the  president  ol  his  own 
will,  orders  General  Taylor  and  his  army  to  take 
post  at  Corpus  Clirisli,  on  Ihe  uest  bank  of  the 
Nueces,  where  they  remained  until  a  considerable 
time  afier  the  beginning  of  this  session  of  congress. 
In  March  last,  under  the  positive  orders  of  the  presi- 
dent, he  moves  through  the  disputed  country  upon 
Ihe  Del  Norte.  The  Mexican  authorities  meet  him 
at  several  points  with  the  declaration  that  he  has  in- 
vaded iheir  country,  and  with  protests  against  the 
aggression.  They  warn  him  that  unless  lie  retires 
e.ist  of  the  Nueces,  he  will  be  deemed  to  be  making 
war  upon  Mexieo,  and  they  will  resort  to  force.  Ha 
refers  lo  the  positive  orders  of  the  executive,  and  in 
the  exei  uiion  of  them  he  presses  on  to  Matamoros; 
strongly  fortifies  a  position  ovrrlookin,!^  the  citv,  and 
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mounts  a  battery  of  cannon  within  three  hundred  I      When   Mr.   E.   B.  Holmes  was  called,  he  rose  in 


yards  of  it,  bearing  upon  its  public  square,  and  from 
whence  he  could,  in  a  few  hours,  batter  it  down. — 
He  then  blockades  the  port  of  Malamoras,  orders  off 
English  and  American  vessels,  and  directs  the  cap- 
ture of  a  Spanish  schooner.  The  Mexican  com- 
mander treats  all  these  as  octs  of  war;  and,  on  the 
25th  of  April,  Gen.  Taylor  is  informed  by  a  messen- 
ger, from  the  Mexican  camp,  that  hoslililies  exist, 
that  the  Mexicans  will  prosecute  them  according  to 
the  usages  of  civilized  nations.  That  night  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Mexican  army  crosses  the  Rio 
Grande,  General  Taylor  sends  out  a  scouting  party 
lo  reconnoitre,  which  attacks  the  Mexicans,  and  is 
defeated  and  captured  by  the  Mexicans,  and  thus 
war  is  raging  in  bloody  earnestness. 

It  is  our  own  president  who  began  this  war.  He 
has  been  carrying  it  on  for  months  in  a  series  of  acts 
Congress,  which  is  vested  exclusively  by  the  consti 
tution  wilh  the  war-malting  power,  he  has  not  deign- 
ed to  consiill,  much  less  to  ask  it  for  any  author!' 
ty.  Now,  forsooth,  when  it  has  unexpectedly  broke 
forth  in  bloody  reverses,  a  position  must  be  taken  by 
the  friends  of  the  president  in  congress  to  protect 
him  by  charging  Mexico  wilh  being  the  author  of  the 
war;  and  he,  in  cold  blood,  leaches  others  to  sacri- 
fice a  brave  and  veteran  officer,  whenever  it  may  be- 
come necessary  to  cover  his  mistakes  and  incompe- 
tency. 

I  have  yet  another  objection  to  this  bill.  All  that 
is  proposed  to  be  voted  by  this  bill  is  to  be  trusted  to 
him.  He  is  to  conduct  Ihis  war.  He  is  our  com- 
mander-in-chief, ourg-enei-o/isrifflo  of  army  and  navy. 
He  knows,  or  ought  to  know,  how  much  money  and 
how  many  men  the  present  exigency  requires;  and 
yet  he  has  not  named  aoy  sum  or  any  number  of 
troops,  as  has  been  invariably  the  usage  in  such  cases 
by  all  former  presidents.  He  leaves  us  to  act  upon 
our  information  and  judgment  in  the  premises.  Are 
we  to  understand  that  he  abandons  the  responsibili- 
ties and  duties  as  the  president  and  commander-in- 
chief  in  the  conduct  of  this  war.'  Does  he  intend  lo 
be  understood  by  congress  as  saying  to  them,  (what 
must  be  now  apparent  to  the  whole  nation,)  "I  am 
unequal  to  the  high  position  which  I  occupy.  I  know 
not  how  to  advise  you  as  to  the  amount  of  money  and 
the  number  of  men  you  must  raise  to  rescue  the  mi- 
Jitarj  renown  of  the  country  from  the  passing  cloud 
which  now  covers  it.  In  this  important  matter  you 
must  assume  my  duties  and  my  responsibilities,  and 
adopt  the  necessary  measures  lo  vindicate  the  suffer- 
ing honor  of  the  nation?"  If  this  be  the  position  of 
the  president,  he  has  exhibited  more  good  sense  in 
assuming  it  than  all  the  acts  of  his  administration  be- 
sides; if  it  be  not,  he  exhibits  his  usual  reprehensible 
secretiveness. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  essence  of  this  measure  is 
the  supplies.  They  will  all  be  required  before  the 
nation  gels  out  of  this  ditTicully.  I  will  vote  lor  the 
supplies  of  the  bill  with  hearty  alacrity,  at  the  same 
time  prolesting  against  its  falsehoods.  Since  Ihe 
play  has  begun,  I  am  for  fif,hting  Mexico  on  our  soil, 
on  hers,  every  where,  until  we  drive  her  across  Ihe 
Rio  Grande,  and  retrieve  our  ancient  renown.  1  am 
then  for  withdrawing  oiii  army  to  the  east  side  of 
the  Nueces,  and  then  settling  by  treaty  all  our  poinls 
of  dispute  wilh  that  weak  and  distracted  country 
upon  the  most  liberal  terms. 

[Mr.  Davis  was  frequently  interrupted  by  calls  to 
order,  and  finally  declared,  when  taking  his  seat,  that 
he  withdrew  his  request  for  leave  to  be  excused  from 
Toling,  and  said  he  should  vote  for  the  bill.] 

Those  members  who  voted  against  the  bill  were — 
Messrs.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Ashinun,  Cranston, 
Culver,  Delano,  Giddings,  Grinnell,  Hudson,  Daniel 
P.  King,  Root,  Severence,  Slrohm,  Filden,  Vance 
—14. 

When  the  final  vote  was  taken  the  following  mem- 
bers severally  assigned  reasons,  viz: 

When  Mr.  Bayly's  name  was  called,  he  rose  and 
said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting. 
I  cannot  vole  in  silence  without  placing  myself  in  a 
false  position.  I  consider  this  bill  virtually  a  de- 
claration of  ivar,  made  without  executive  lecooi- 
meiidation;  for  I  do  not  understand  Ihe  executive  as 
recommending  a  declaration  of  war.  And  made  too 
when  we  do  not  know  that  the  invasion  of  our  terri- 
tory and  aggressive  acts  are  sanctioned  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico.  Tlu  y  may  yet  be  disavowed 
and  reparation  made.  1  am,  therefore,  nnwillmg  ai 
this  lime  to  vole  llie  de,  laralion  of  war.  1  do  not 
consider  such  a  decluraliun  nocesaary  to  meet  Ihe 
emergency,  ihi  the  other  hand,  1  am  anxious  lu 
Tote  such  supplies  of  men  and  means  as  will  aH'ord 
succor  to  our  army  and  repel  the  inv.ision.  I  must 
as  1  am  now  placed,  decline  to  do  this,  or  vote  for 
the  bill  before  Ihe  house.  If  1  am  not  excused  I 
shall  vote  for  the  bill,  as  1  consider  witliholcijng 
the  supplies  under  Ihe  circumstances  as  the  greater 
evil.     Mr.  U.  withdrew  his  request  to  be  excuied. 


his  place  and  said:  "Mr.  Speaker,  1  vote  aye,  because 
I  cannot  withhold  supplies  from  our  army  in  its  pre 
sent  condition;  but  1  solemnly  protest  against  the  pre 
amble  to  this  bill,  and  publicly  denounce  it  as  base, 
fraudulent,  and  false." 

When  Mr.  Albert  Smith's  name  was  called  he 
rose  and  said:  "Mr.  Speaker,  I  vole  for  the  bill,  but 
I  da  so  under  a  protest  lo  the  preamble  of  the  bill, 
as  false  in  its  facts  and  operating  as  a  fraud  upon  the 
nation." 


ARMT     JOURNAL. 


.irmy  of  Occupation — Liivt.  Pmter. — A  letter  from 
an  Officer  in  Gen.  Taylor's  camp,  dated  22nd. 
April  says: — 

"Lieut.  Dobbins,  3d  infantry,  and  Lieut.  Porter,  of 
the  4th  infantry,  son  of  the  late  Commodore  Porter, 
left  this  camp  on  the  17th  inst.,  each  with  a  detach- 
ment of  2  non-commissioned  officers  and  10  privates 
to  reconnoitre  the  surrounding  country,  from  ten  to 
twenty  miles,  in  search  of  a  band  of  robbers  known 
to  have  been  in  that  vicinity,  and  who  were  supposed 
to  have  murdered  Col.  Cross,  and  also  to  learn,  if 
possible,  something  of  his  fate.  The  two  pai-ties  took 
different  directious,  it  raining  hard  during  the  night 
The  second  day  after,  Lt.  Porter  met  a  party  of 
Mexicans,  one  of  whom  snapped  his  peice  at  him.  In 
return  he  discharged  both  barrels  of  his  gun  at  the 

Mexican,  who  disappeared  in  the  thorney  thicket 

Lieut.  Porter  took  the  marauders'  camp,  ten  horses, 
saddles,  &c. 

"This  was  about  noon  of  the  19th.  about  eighteen 
miles  above  Gen.  Taylor's  camp,  and  about  six  miles 
from  the  Rio  Del  Norte.  He  continued  his  search, 
and  about  4  p.  m.,  of  the  same  day,  he  fell  in  with 
another  party  of  Mexicans  which  had  been  probably 
joined  by  those  whom  he  had  met  before.  The  rain 
continued.  Lt.  Porter's  party  was  fired  on  by  these 
men,  and  one  private  of  the  party  was  killed.  They 
made  an  attempt  to  return  it;  the  heavy  rains  caused 
the  guns  to  miss  fij-e.  The  Mexicans  continued  their 
lire.  Lieut,  Porter,  as  is  reported  by  his  sergeant, 
nuide  a  sign  with  his  hand  for  the  men  to  extend  to 
the  right.  The  party  was  thus  separated  in  the 
thickets.  The  sergeant  and  four  privates  returned  to 
tills  camp  on  the  20th,  and  gave  the  above  account. 

"A  detachment  of  30  dragoons  was  despatched 
early  the  next  morning  to  reconnoitre  the  position 
and  search  for  Lieut.  Porter  and  those  of  his  party 
who  were  missing.  Tliey  returned  the  same  night 
without  having  learned  anything  of  them,  the  thickets 
being  so  dense  that  it  was  impossible  for  horses  to 
move  through  them.  They  however  fell  in  with  Lt. 
Dobbins,  who  said  he  would  continue  to  look  for  Lt. 
Porter  a  day  or  two  longer.  Yesterday,  about  noon, 
the  corporal  and  three  men  of  Lieut.  Porter's  party 
returned,  saying  they  feared  Lieut.  Porter  had  been 
killed.  One  of  the  men  slated  that  he  saw  Lieut.  P. 
fall  from  his  horse.  Another  said  he  dismounted  and 
staggered  afterwards;  and  that  vollies  were  poured 
into  the  place  where  he  was.  Lieut.  Porter  and  one 
man  of  his  party  are  still  missing,  besides  the  man 
known  to  be  killed. 

"Two  other  companies  of  twenty-five  men  each, 
were  despatched  early  this  morning  to  make  still  fur- 
ther search." 

Col.  Cross — The  body,  as  found,  stripped  of  all 
clothing,  was  brought  into  Gen.  Taylor's  camp  about 
noon,  April  21st.  and  was  interred  with  militai-y 
honors  on  the  following  day. 

Leller  of  dipt.  Catlclt  to  the  People  of  Galveston — On 
board  tflramer  Monmonlh — Off  St.  JoseplCs,  Jlp.  28,  1 846. 
C.cnlhnnm:  1  am  the  bearer  of  a  conuminication 
from  Gen.  Taylor  to  Gov.  Henderson,  requesting  to  be 
immcd'uUdij  reinforced  by  twenty  companies  of  foot 
Riflemen.  My  destination  is  Victoria,  and  tlience  to 
Austin.  1  was  instructed  by  the  General  to  send  an 
express  from  tlie  former  place  by  land  to  your  city 
with  communications  to  Lieut.  Kingsbury,  and  at  the 
same  time  lo  spread  the  uiformatiou  through  the 
country.  But  it  liavhig  been  left  discretionary  witli 
me,  anil  the  Monmoulh  being  available,  1  have  deter- 
mined to  send  the  communications  by  her,  and  also  to 
write  to  you,  in  order  lo  facilitate  as  much  as  possible 
the  sending  on  of  troops.  Gen.  Taylor  is  in  a  very 
precarious  situation  at  his  camp  near  Matamoras,  and 
an  attack  is  feared  on  the  post  at  Point  Isabel.  1 
believe  a  reinforcement  of  two  liundi-ed  men  would 
save  that  place.     This  is  vastly  important,  as  a  large 


amount  of  commissariat  and  ordnance  stores  are  de" 
posited  there,  and,  if  that  place  should  fail.  General 
Taylor  will  be  left  without  resources  of  any  kind. 

I  was  instnicted  by  Gen.  Taylor  to  send  out  from 
Victoria  expresses  in  such  directions  as  I  might  deem 
most  advisable,  so  as  to  have  all  the  men  possible  on 
their  march  to  his  relief  without  awaiting  the  orders 
of  the  Governor.  You  will  have  it  in  your  power  to 
send  to  the  Lower  Brazos,  Houston  and  Montgomery 
sooner  than  an  express  can  go  from  Victoria.  I  there- 
fore leave  that  to  you,  knowing  that  it  will  be  prompt- 
ly attended  to.  1  shall  send  to  Matagorda,  Texana, 
Richmond  and  San  Felipe.  If  you  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, please  send  to  Washington.  I  shall  send  there 
from  La  Grange. 

The  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  foot  companies  is 
suggested  by  the  General  at  Galveston;  that  of  the 
mounted  men  at  Corpus  Christi;  at  which  place  there 
will  be  provisions  and  forage.  No  party  less  than  400 
should  think  of  going  through  on  the  direct  road  to  Ma- 
tamoras, as  there  is  a  large  force  of  Mexicans  on  the 
Aroyo  Colorado,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  rein- 
forcements in  that  direction.  Small  parties  can  cross 
from  Corpus  Christi  on  to  Padre's  Island.  Arrange- 
ments are  made  for  crossing  from  the  lower  point  of 
the  Island  to  Point  Isabel. 

If  two  hundred  men  could  be  raised  even  tem- 
porarily at  Galveston,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  it 
would  be  better  to  send  them  forthwith  by  the  Mon. 
mouth — the  security  of  Point  Isabel  is  of  the  last  im- 
portance. 

From  the  best  information  we  could  obtain,  the  force 
of  the  Mexicans  is  set  down  at  seven  thousand  certain 
and  reports  go  as  high  as  twelve  thousand. 

All  communication  is  now  cut  off  between  the  camp 
and  Point  Isabel,  except  by  running  the  gauntlet.  I 
came  out  in  the  night  of  the  26th  with  a  guide,  and 
was  prowling  all  night  through  chaparral,  swamps 
and  lakes. 

Capt.  Baker  will  be  able  to  give  all  the  particulars 
of  what  has  happened,  the  situation  of  Point  Isabel, 
&c.  &c. 

The  old  General  is  as  cool  as  a  cucumber,  and  has 
so  strengthened  his  position,  that  I  am  of  opinion 
nothing  can  move  him  but  starvation. 

In  haste,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  G.  CATLETT. 

Messrs.  Williams  and  others. 

N.  B. — A  propeller  has  left  for  New  Orleans  with 
a  requisition  upon  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  for 
troops  also.  I  have  thought  a  steamer  might  be  leav- 
ing Galveston  immediately  for  New  Orleans,  and  for 
fear  the  propeller  should  be  detained,  would  it  not  be 
well  to  state  the  facts  to  the  Governor,  that  the  troops 
might  be  in  readiness  by  the  arrival  of  the  propeller; 
there  is  no  mistake  as  to  the  order;  the  captain  will 
explain.  W.   G.  C. 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washmglon,  May  5,  1846. 
General:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  tlie  4th  instant,  referred  by  the 
Secretai-y  of  War  to  the  head  quarters  of  tlie  army, 
requiring  to  be  informed  "whetlier  any  soldier  or 
soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  have  been 
shot  for  desertion,  or  in  the  act  of  desertion;  if  so,  by 
whose  order,  and  under  what  authority.'"  I  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  extract  from  Brevet  Bri- 
gadier General  Taylor's  despatch,  of  the  6th  ultimo, 
this  day  received: 

"Eilorts  are  constantly  making  to  entice  our  men  to 
desert,  and,  I  regret  to  say,  have  met  with  considerable 
success.  Four,  how  ever,  have  been  drowned  in  swim- 
ming the  river,  and  two  have  been  killed  by  our  pick- 
ets while  attempting  to  desert,  which  has  operated  to 
check  tlie  practice.  A  majority  of  those  who  have  de- 
serted are  old  otfendei's. 

The  foregoing  contains  all  the  informatien  received 
touching  the  resolution,  but  I  may  add,  that  no  orders 
from  the  War  Department,  or  head  quarters  of  the 
army,  have  been  issued  on  the  subject.  In  tlie  case 
reported  above  by  General  Taylor,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  picket  guai-d,  or  the  party  in  pursuit,  with,  it  is 
supposed,  the  usual  oixlcr  to  capture  and  bring  bac- 
to  the  camp  the  deserters,  felt  justiticd,  if  not  conk 
strained,  in  the  last  resort  lo  fire  upon  them  in  order 
to  secure  their  pcinions,  rather  than  allow  them  to 
escape  from  our  army,  and  still  worse,  to  communicate 
witli  or  join  the  Mexican  camp. 

Respectfully  submitted:     K.  JONES,  Mj.  Gen. 
Major  General  Win'field  Scott, 
Commanding  the  Army,  Washington. 
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REPORT  of  the  steum  schoowr  .iugusta,  Gillelt,  or- 
dered to  proceed  to  JS'ho  Orleans  by  the  U.  S.  Qimr/er 
Master  at  Point  Isabel,  i(V(/t  important  despatches. 
Cnis-.ed  the  bax'  at  Brazos  Santiago  on  Tuesday  the 
28th  lilt.,  at  6  o'clock,  A.  M.  On  Friday,  1st  instant, 
when  60  miles  west  of  the  S.  W.  Pass,  at  12  o'clock, 
M.,  was  hailed  by  steamer  Galveston,  laid  to  and  put 
Col.  C.  Doane,  bearer  of  despatches,  on  boai-d  the 
Galveston.  Left  in  port  steamer  Cincinnati,  Smith, 
just  arrived  with  baggage  and  arms  for  U.  S.  Army, 
from  Aransas;  U.  S.  steamers.  Col.  Long  and  Neva, 
liglitening  vessels  in  the  harbor;  schr.  Ellen  &  Clara, 
Griffin,  for  N.  O.;  steam  schr.  Florida,  Clift  do;  steam 
schnr.  Jas.  Cage,  Sherman,  do.;  Mexican  sclir.  Juajiita 
lately  arrived  from  New  Orleans  witli  stores  for  the 
Mexican  army,  was  taken  possession  of  by  order  of 
Gen.  Taylor,  and  ordered  to  retMn  to  New  Orleans 
without  discliarging  her  cargo;  U.  S.  brig  of  war 
Lawrence,  Commander  Mercer,  and  U.  S.  srhr.  Flirt, 
Lieut.   Sinclair,    commanding,  were  blockading    the 


expense  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars  will  be  incurred 
before  lliis  nwful  blunder  can  be  remedied. 

Gen.  Sm  iih  (Persifer  L.)  has  agreed  lo  lake  command 
of  the  four  rejinicnis  of  L"uisiana  mililia  required  liy 
Gen.  Taylor.  Our  governor  could  noi  have  made  a 
beiier  seleciion. 


Extract  of  a  letter  received  hy  9en(itor  Cameron^   and 
communicated  to  the  Union. 

Braaos  Santingo,  {Texas,)  April  27, 
I  embrace  the  opportuniiy  of  ihe  departure  of  a  ves- 
sel for  New  Orleans  to  announce  to  you  that  hostilities 
have  commenced  between  the  Me.vican  forces  and  tlie 
American  arrnv  of  occupation  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Taylor.  The  Mexican  armv  is  believed  to  be  ten 
or  twelve  thousand  strong.  A  considerable  force  is  now 
crossing,  or  has  crossodi  to  the  leil  bunk  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  with  the  view,  it  is  thought,  of  either  attacking 
Gen.  Taylor's  camp,  or  his  depot.  If  they  could  lake 
this  place,  and  thereby  cut  off  Gen.  Taylor's  supplies, 
he  would  be  compelled  to  make  n  retrograde  movement. 
There  are  only  two  companies  of  troops  at  this  postjbr 
lis  defence;  but  there  are  some   two  hundred   and  fifty 


mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande;  schr.  Bella  del  Mar,  strand- '  Per^op' here  besides  soldiers-antlera.  clerks,  and  per 

„,)  „„  n,„  K.,„  „(•  r! .  ,,-«„.,»; .,.„-]  j       ,    fons  in  the  emp  oymeiit  ot  the  quartermaster  s  depart 

ed  on  the  bar  of  Bazos  Santiago,  was  condemned  and  |  n^^nt-all  of  whorn  are  willing  to  defend  the  place:  s, 
sold  on  the  2jth  ult.;  U.  b.  steamer  Monmouth  was  :  i|,ai  we  can  probal.ly  muster  three  hundred  and  fill) 
despatched,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  ult.,  for  Port 


Lavacca  and  Galveston,  with  a  requisition  from  Gen. 
Taylor  on  the  Governor  of  Texas  for  two  regiments 
of  cavah-y  and  two  regiments  of  foot — militia. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Col.  Fitzpatkick.  of  Florida 

serving  as  a  volunteer  under  Col.  Tw/ggs   lo  a  member 

of  congress. 

[Col.  F.  is  a  gentleman  of  high  character,  well  known 
as  an  officer  who  served  in  the  Florida  war.) 

Camp  before  Malamoros.  Aprii  27,  1846. 

Dear  sir;  Tiie  war  has  coinmenced  on  the  part  of 
Mexico.  On  tlie  night  of  die  25  h  instant,  Capt.  Thorn- 
ton, of  the  dragoons,  with  a  sijuadron  consisting  ot  his 
own  and  Capt.  Hardee's  conipiiny,  were  ordered  to  re- 
connoiler  the  .Mexican  army,  which  Gen.  Taylor  had 
been  informed  were  crossing  the  Rio  Grande  twenty- 
seven  miles  above  here.  Toe  squad  was  ambuscaded 
and  fired  on,  and  a  number  (unknown)  killed,  and  all 
besides  taken  by  the  Mexicans.  They  sent  in  two 
wounded,  with  a  note  to  Gen.  Taylor.  Capt.  HarcJee  is 
prisoner,  but  no  news  of  Capt.  Thornton  and  Lieuts. 
Mason  and  Kar.e.  Yon  will  believe  me  when  I  tell  you 
the  war  is  commenced  in  Mexico,  and  that  Gen.  Taylor 
ie  about  to  be  surrounded  and  cut  off  from  his  supplies 
at  Pont  Isabel,  which  is  twenty-seven  miles  distant. — 
The  Mexicans  have  a  force  of  from  two  to  three  thou- 
sand on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  their  desnnation  is 
doubiless  Point  Isabel,  where  ihere  is  nut  more  than  four 
hundred  men  of  all  descriptions.  You  will  believe  me 
when  I  tell  you  thai  this  army  will  have  the  d— dest 
hardest  fighting  that  ever  any  army  had  in  ihis  world, 
and,  unless  reinforcements  are  largely  and  speedily  sent 
10  its  assisiance,  it  must  be  cut  ofl,  as  the  enemy  are  in 
great  force,  and  I  fear  have  been  very  much  underrat- 
ed. I  tell  5'ou,  sir,  the  enemy  have  been  entirely  under- 
rated, and  ibis  army  has  put  itself  in  a  trap,  and  is  cut 
off  (or  about  to  be  so)  from  its  supplies. 

I  am  here  with  Col.  Twiggs  as  an  amateur,  and  I 
shall  stick  lo  it  till  1  am  killed  or  made  prizoner. 

Yours,  truly,  R.  FITZPATRICK. 


\  ijiot  we  can  probalily  muster  three  hundred  and  filly 
'  men  under  arms.  If  they  do  not  bring  too  large  a  force 
against  us.  we  will  be  able  to  bold  out  niiiil  succor  ar- 
rives from  New  Oiienns  or  elsewhere.  We  have  en- 
trenched ourselves.  Gen.  T.iylor'e  eituiilion  meantime 
is  rather  a  crilical  one.  Ail  his  supplies  are  received 
from  this  post,  which  is  twenty-seven  miles  distant  from 
his  position,  and  requires  a  considerable  force  to  guard 
each  wagon  train,  and  by  that  means  weakening  his 
forces,  whi'"h  are  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  hostile 
force  about  four  times  as  numerous.  He  has  to-day 
made  requisitions  upon  the  authorities  of  Texas  and 
Louisiana,  and  perhaps  other  states,  for  troops;  uniil  the 
arrival  of  which  he  must  defend  himself,  as  well  as  he 
can.  He  is  strongly  entrenched  and  has  several  pieces 
ofartiMfry,  of  which  lie  expects  an  additional  supply 
from  Baton  Rouge  in  two  or  three  days. 


PRE-^IDENT'S  MESSAGE   TO  CONGRESS. 


To  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives: 
The  existing  state  of  ihe  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  IVIexico,  renders  it  proper  that  I  should  bring 
Ihe  subject  to  the  consideration  of  congress  In  my  mes- 
sage at  the  commencement  of  your  present  session,  the 
slate  of  these  relaiions,  the  causes  which  led  to  the  sus- 
pension of  diplomati'-  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries in  March,  lS-15,  and  the  long  continued  and  un- 
redressed wrongs  and  injuries  committed  by  the  Mexi- 
can government  on  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  in  their 
persons  and  properly,  were  briefly  set  forth. 

As  the  facts  and  opinions  which  were  then  laid  before 
you  were  carefully  considered,  I  cannot  better  express 
my  present  convictions  of  the  condition  of  affairs  up  to 
that  lime,  than  by  referring  you  to  that  communication- 
The  strong  desire  to  establish  peace  with  Mexico,  on 
liberal  and  honorable  terms,  and  the  readiness  of  this 
government  to  regulale  and  adjust  our  boundnry,  and 
oihcr  causes  of  diffprence  with  that  power  on  such  fair 
and  equitable  priiciplesas  would  lead  to  permanent  re- 
lations of  Ihe  most  friendly  naiure,  iiiJuced  me  i-i  Sep- 
leniber  last  to  seek  the  reopening  of  diplomatic  relations 
LETTER  TO  A  ME.VBER  OF  co.vGKESS.  ^  between  the  two  countries.     Every  measure  adopted  on 

New  Orleans,  May  2  1846  i  °"f  frt  had  for  .U  object  the  furtherance  of  these  de- 
DearsiR:  The  intelligence  that  has  reached  us  this  r'"'^  "■  "*>  J"  communicanng  to  congress  a  succinct 
morning  Irom  Gen.  Taylor's  army  has  fully  realized  the  °'l"'^"i«'"'  °f  '<^,«.  injunes  which  we  had  .suffered  from 
fears  ot  every  intelligent  person  here  of  the  imminent  :""j°'r''""  *  u  '"'™  been  accuinubimg  during  a 
danger  of  our  wh.^le  army  in  Texas.  At  last  accounts  I  ^"'!'i  "'"""•?  ']■»"  '"'""'V  years,  every  expres.sion  that 
he  had  but  about  twenty-one  hundred  and  fifty  efficient '  j'^,  "  ""^°  '2  '""^"'^  '^e  people  of  Mexico,  or  defeat  or 
men  with  him  opposite  Matamoros,  with  only  ten  days'  I  r^  a  pacific  result  was  carefully  avoided.  An  envoy 
provisions;  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  Point  I  °^  j?  ^'""^'^  btates  repaired  to  Mexico  with  full  powers 
Isabel,  where  he  has  his  supplies  and  a  lar^e  poriion  of '  '"  "a-iust^^'fry  existing  difference.     But  though  present 


his  artillery,  munitions,  &c  At  Point  Isabel  there  -.„ 
not  over  three  hundred  men.  Gen.  T.  is  literally  sur- 
rounded, and  from  all  accounts  there  cannot  be  less 
than  sixty-five  hundred  Mexicans  in  his  vicinity,  under 
arms- 
There  is  little  or  no  enthusiasm  in  Texas,  and  there 
will  be  difficulty  and  de'ay  in  getting  the  Iwenty-four 
hundred  men  in  the  field  called  lor  from  Texas.  Here 
there  will  be  also  yet  greater  difficulty,  I  fear  The  ex- 
treme dilatoriness  of  government  in  paying  off  the  "Texas 
volunteers  has  produced  a  most  unfortunate  effect. 

There  seems  to  be  little  or  no  confidnnce  in  the  ad- 
ministration- There  is  no  money  hero.  Both  the  quar- 
termasters and  commissary  are  without  a  cent,  and  lar^e 
sums  are  now  due  to  citizens;  and  yet  it  appears  we  have 
eleven  or  twelve  millions  in  the  treasury- 
Yon  need  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  Gen.  Taylor's 


on  the  Mexican  soil,  by  agreement  between  the  two  gO' 
vernmenis,  invested  with  full  powers,  and  bearing  evi- 
dence of  the  most  friendly  dispositions,  his  mission  has 
been  unavailing.  The  Mexican  government  not  only 
refused  to  receive  him,  or  listen  to  his  propositions,  but, 
after  a  long-continued  series  of  menaces,  have  at  last 
Invaded  our  territory  and  shed  the  blood  of  our  fellow 
citizens  on  our  ov^■n  soil. 

It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  state  more  in  detail  the 
origin,  progress,  and  failure  of  that  mission.  In  pursu- 
ance of  die  instructions  given  in  September  last,  an  in- 
quiry was  made,  on  the  thirteenth  of  October,  in  1845. 
in  the  most  friendly  terms,  through  our  consul  in  Mexi- 
co, of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  whether  the  M'-xi- 
can  government  'would  receive  an  envoy  from  ihc  U. 
States  intrusted  wiih  full  powers  to  arjjus't  all  the  ques- 
tions in  dispute  between  the  two  governments;"  with 
the  assurance  that  "should  the  answer  be  in  the  affirm- 


fmmih1=,r   .  prisoners  within  ten  days  i  alive,  such  an  envoy  would   be  immediately  despatched 

ironi  mis  ii.ne-  to  Mexico."    The  Mexican  minister,  on  the  fifteenth  of 

October,  gave  an  affi 


Arista  is  ;n  command,  and  he  is  an  excellent  officer, 
and  looks  forward  no  doubt  to  the  presidency  as  liis  re- 


The  stupidity  of  our  government  in  sending  General 
Xaylor  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  opposite  to  Malamoros, 
wliere  he  assumed  a  threatening  attitude,  is  quite  with- 
out parallel.  With  only  twenty-one  hundred  and  fifty 
men.  loo!  What  the  object  was  I  cannot  imagine.  An 
army  often  thousand  men  will  now  bo  necessary  to 
mainlam  our  posUvm  on  the  Rio  Orande,  and  a  probable 


nswer  to  this  inquiry, 
questing,  at  the  same  time,  that  our  naval  force  at  Vera 
Cruz  might  be  withdrawn  lest  its  continued  presence 
might  assume  the  a[ipearance  of  menace  and  coercion 
pending  the  negoliations-  This  force  was  immediately 
withdrawn.  On  the  lOih  of  November,  1845,  Mr.  John 
Slidell,  of  Louisiana,  was  commissioned  by  me  as  en- 
voy extraordio.iry  and  niini':ier  nleiiipoteiitiary  of  the  U. 
Stales  to  Mexico,  and  was  entrusted  with  full  powers  to 
adjust  both  the  questions  of  the  Texas  boundary  and  ot 


indemnification  to  our  citizens.  The  redress  of  the 
wrongs  of  our  citizens  naturally  and  inseparably  blended 
itself  with  the  question  of  boundary.  The  settlement  of 
ihe  one  question  in  any  correct  view  of  the  subject  in- 
volves that  of  the  oiher.  I  could  not,  for  a  moment, 
entertain  the  idea  that  the  claims  of  our  much  injured 
and  long  siiflering  citizens,  many  of  which  had  existed 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  should  be  postponed,  or 
separated  from  the  setilem-'ot  ul  the  boundary  question. 

Mr.  Slidell  arrived  at  \eraCruz  on  the  30lli  of  Novem- 
ber, and  was  courteously  received  by  the  authorities  of 
that  city.  But  the  government  of  General  Herrera  was 
then  tottering  to  its  fall.  The  revolutionary  party  had 
seized  upon  the  Texas  question  to  effect  or  liasten  its 
overthrow.  Its  determination  to  restore  friendly  rela- 
tions with  the  United  States,  and  to  receive  our  minister, 
to  negoliute  for  the  settlement  of  this  question,  was  vio- 
lently assailed,  and  was  made  the  great  theme  of  de- 
nunciation against  it.  The  government  of  General  Her- 
rera, there  is  good  reason  to  believe,  was  sincerely  desi- 
rous lo  receive  our  minister;  but  it  yielded  lo  the  storm 
raised  by  its  enemies,  and  on  the  '.ilst  of  Dcccn'ber  re- 
fiK'ed  10  accredit  Mr.  Slidell  upon  ihe  most  frivolous  pre- 
texts. These  ere  so  fully  and  ably  exposed  in  the  nolo 
of  Mr.  Slidell  of  the  24th  of  December  last  to  the  Mex- 
1  lean  minister  o(  foreign  relations,  herewith  transmitted, 
I  that  1  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  further  detail  on 
this  portiim  of  the  subject. 

Five  days  after  the  date  of  Mr.  Slidell's  note.  Gen. 
Herrera  yielded  the  government  to  Gen.  Paredea  with- 
out a  struggle,  and  on  the  30th  of  December  resigned  the 
presidency  I'his  revolution  was  accomplished  solely 
by  the  army,  the  people  having  taken  little  part  in  the 
contest;  and  thus  the  supreme  power  in  Mexico  passed 
into  the  bands  of  a  military  leader. 

Determined  lo  leave  no  effort  untried  to  effect  an  ami- 
cable adjusiment  with  Mexico,  I  directed  Mr.  Slidell  to 
present  his  credentials  to  the  government  ot  Gen.  Pare- 
dea, and  ask  to  be  officially  received  by  him.  There 
would  have  been  less  ground  for  taking  this  step  hatl 
Gen.  Paredes  come  into  power  by  a  regular  constitu- 
tional succession.  In  that  event  his  administration  would 
have  been  considered  but  a  mere  constitutional  contin- 
uance of  ihe  governnifciit  of  Gen.  Herrera,  and  the  re- 
fusal of  the  latter  to  receive  our  niinis'er  would  have 
been  deemed  conclusive,  unless  an  intimation  had  been 
given  to  Gen.  Paredes  of  his  desire  to  reverse  the  deci- 
sion of  his  predecessor. 

But  the  government  of  General  Paredes  owes  its  ex- 
istence to  a  military  revolution,  by  which  the  subsisting 
constitutional  authorities  had  been  subverted.  The  form 
of  government  was  entirely  changed,  as  well  as  all  the 
high  functionaries  by  whom  it  was  administered. 

Under  these  circnmsiances,  Mr.  Slidell,  in  obedience 
to  my  direction,  nd'lrfssed  a  note  to  the  .Mexican  min- 
ister of  foreign  relations,  under  dale  of  the  Ut  of -March 
last,  asking  to  be  received  by  ttut  government  in  the 
diplomatic  charaL-ter  to  vhich  he  had  been  aitpointed. 
This  minister  in  Ids  reply,  under  date  of  the  12th  of 
March,  reiterated  the  arguments  of  his  predecessor, 
and  in  terms  that  may  be  considered  as  gi\ing  just 
grounds  of  offence  to  the  governmeni  and  people  of*^the 
Uniteil  States,  denied  the  application  of  Mr.  Slidell. — 
Nettling,  therefore,  remained  for  our  envoy  but  to  de- 
mand liis  passports,  and  return  to  his  own  country. 

Thus  the  government  of  iVI  xico,  though  solemnly 
pledged  by  official  «cts  in  Out"  bet-  last  to  receive  and 
:ic<-red  t  an  American  envoy,  viol -ted  their  plighted 
faith,  and  refns-d  the  offer  of  a  peaci  ful  adjustment  of 
nur  difficulties.  Not  only  was  the  offer  rejected,  but 
the  ind  gnity  of  its  rejection  was  enhanced  tjy  the  ma- 
nifest breach  of  fa  ih  in  refusing  to  admit  the  envoy, 
who  c:.me  because  ihey  bad  bound  themselves  to  re- 
ceive him.  Nor  can  it  tic  said  tliat  the  offer  was  Irnit- 
less  from  ttie  want  of  opportunity  of  discussing  it:  our 
envoy  whs  present  on  their  own  soil.  Nor  can  it  be  as- 
cribed to  a  want  of  sufficient  powers;  our  envoy  had  full 
powers  to  adjust  every  quest  on  ot  diffierence.  Nor  was 
ilir-re  room  for  complaini  that  our  propos  tions  for  set- 
tlement were  unreasonable:  permission  wa^  not  even 
given  our  envoy  to  make  any  proposition  wli:itever."- 
Nor  can  it  be  objected  that  we,  on  our  part,  would  not 
listen  to  any  reasonable  terms  of  ibeir  suggestion;  the 
Mexican  government  refused  all  negotiation,  and  have 
made  no  proposition  of  any  kind. 

In  my  message  at  tlie  commencement  of  llie  present 
session,  1  inlormed  you  th-t  upon  the  earnest  appeal 
both  of  the  cnngress  and  convention  of  Texas,  I  hud 
ordered  an  efficient  ralitary  force  to  take  a  ]>o&ition 
"between  the  Nueces  and  the  Del  Norte. "  This  had 
become  necessary  to  meet  a  threatened  invasion  of  Tex- 
as Iiy  the  Mexic.im  forces,  for  which  extcnsivi'  military 
preparations  liad  been  made.  The  inv:islon  was  threa- 
tened sol.ly  because  Te.xas  had  determined,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  solemn  resolution  of  the  congress  of  the 
Uniteil  States  to  annex  herself  to  our  Union;  antl  under 
these  circnnistances,  it  was  plainly  our  duty  to  extend 
our  protection  ovci-  her  citizens  and  soil. 

This  force  was  concentrated  at  Corpus  Christi,  and 
rcmaiiEd  there  until  afti  r  I  hadnccived  such  informa. 
tion  from  .Mexico  as  render  it  prnb:ible,  if  not  certain, 
that  the  Mexican  government  would  refuse  to  receive 
our  envoy. 

Meantime  Texas,  by  the  final  action  of  our  congress 
hatl  he  omM  an  integral  p:irt  of  our  Union.  The  con- 
gress of  Texas  by  its  act  of  December  IStti,  1836,  bad 
declared  the  R  o  del  Norte  to  be  the  boundary  of  that 
republic.  Its  jurisdiction  had  been  extended  and  ex- 
ercised beyond  the  Nueces.    The  countr)' between  th«t 
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river  and  tliu  Del  N'nte  had  bei-n  represented  in  the 
congress  and  in  the  cnnventinii  ol  Texas,  had  thns  la- 
ken  pail  in  the  acl  ot  annexalion  itself,  and  is  no«  in- 
cluded within  one  of  oni-  congressional  districts.  Our 
own  congress  had,  moreover,  "iih  grfat  un-mimiiy  bv 
the  act  approved  December  31st,  1845,  recognized  the 
country" beyond  llie  Nueces  as  a  part  of  our  tenitoiy, 
by  including  it  wiihin  our  own  revenue  system;  and  a 
revenue  officer  to  reside  within  diat  district  h»s  been 
appoinied  by  and  with  tlie  adv  ce  and  consent  of  th' 
aenaie.  It  became,  therefore,  of  urgent  necessity  to 
provide  for  the  def  nee  ol  that  p  iiion  of  our  cnuiiiry 
Acordinglv,  on  the  thirieen'.l.  of  J  nuary  'ast.  'nsirur- 


-d  in  Ihi 


troops  to  occupy  tlie  left  bank  ot  the  Del  No  te.  Tiii'= 
river — wlri^h  is  the  soutli-.vestei  r.  boundary  r.f  ih  Stale 
of  Texas  is  an  exposed  frontiT. 

From  this  quarter  invasion  was  threatened;  upon  I 
snrt  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  in  thu  judgment  ol  high 
military  experience,  and  the  proper  siatinns  ior  the  pro- 
tect ng  liirees  ot  the  government.  In  addition  lo  this 
important  consideration,  several  others  occurred  to  in- 
duce this  movement.  Among  thrse  are  ihe  facdiiies 
afforded  by  ihe  ports  at  Brazos  Santiago  and  ihc  mouth 
of  the  Del  Nolle  for  tlie  reception  of  supplies  by  sea, 
the  stronger  and  more  healthful  military  positions,  the 
convenieiu'e  for  obtaining  a  ready  ami  »  more  abundant 
supply  of  provision',  water,  fuel,  and  fornge,  and  the 
advantages  which  are  .ftorded  by  the  Del  Norte  in  for- 
warding supplies  to  soch  posts  as  may  be  established  in 
the  in  erior  and  upon  t'u-  Indi  in  frunliir. 

The  nioveiuent  of  troops  upon  the  Del  Norte  was 
lu.ide  by  the  commanding  genual,  under  posiiive  in- 
atruct-ona  to  abstain  from  all  aggressive  acts  towards 
Me.\ico,  or  Mexican  citzins  ami  lo  reginl  theiela- 
tions  between  that  republic  and  the  United  Slates  as 
peaceful,  unless  she  should  declare  war,  or  commit  cts 
of  hiBtiliiy  indicative  of  a  slate  of  w»r.  He  was  spe- 
cially directed  to  pi'ottct  private  property  and  respeei 
personal  rights. 

The  armv  moved  from  Corpus  Christi  on  ihe  lllh  of 
March,  and  on  the  2Sth  nf  th^t  month  arrived  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Del  Norte,  opposite  to  Matimoros 
ivhere    it  encamped  on  a  commm'ing  position,  whiih 


called  upon,  by  every  consideraiion  of  duty  and  p;itii- 
olism,  to  vindicate,  with  decisio'h,  the  honor,  the  rights, 

d  the  interesti*  of  our  country. 

Anticipating  the  possibility  of  a  crisis  like  th  il  which 
has  arrived,  instructions  were  given  in  August  last,  "iis 
a  precautionary  measure, "against  invasion,  or  threaten- 
ed iuvaion,  aiunorising  Gen.  Taylor,  if  the  emergency 
rciiuired,  to  accept  volunte^  rs,  not  from  T' xas  only, 
but  from  the  states  of  Louisiana,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Teniiissee,  and  Kentucky;  and  ccrressponding  letters 
ware  addressed  to  the  respective  governors  of  those 
states. 

These  instructions  were  re]ieat':d;  and  in  January 
lasi,  so  .n  af  >•  tin  Incorporation  ot  "Texas  imo  our 
union  of  st..les,"  Geneial  Taylor  was  further  "autho- 
rii-ed  by  th..  president  to  make  a  requisition  upon  the 
executive  of  that  state  for  such  of  its  militia  force  as 
may  be  needed  to  repel  invasion  or  to  secure  the  coun- 
try against  apprehended  invasion."  On  the  second 
day  of  Mmeh  he  was  again  reminded,  *'in  the  event 
of  the  approach  of  any  considerable  Mexican  lorce, 
prompilv  and  efficiently  to  use  the  authority  with  which 
he  was  cK.theil  to  call  tohim  such  auxilliary  force  as  he 
mig'  t  need."  War  actually  existing,  and  our  territory 
having  been  invaded.  General  Taylor,  pursuant  to  au- 
thority vested  in  him  by  my  direction,  has  called  on  the 
governor  of  Texas  for  four  regiments  of  state  troops — 
two  to  be  mounted,  and  two  to  serve  on  fool;  and  on  thr 
trnveriior  of  Louisiann  lot  four  regiments  of  infantry,  to 
tie  sin'  to  him  as  so^n  as  iiraciicable. 

In  fu'tlcr  vindication  i  f  our  rinhtsand  defi  nre  of  our 
terr  Uny,  I  invoke  the  proo'pt  action  ol  congress  to  re- 
cognise the  exislence  of  the  war,  and  to  p'aee  at  the 
disposition  of  the  executive  ihe  mt  ans  of  prosescn 
the  war  wilh  vigor,  and  thus  hastening  the  restoraiion 
of  peace.  To  ihis  end  I  ri  commend  that  authorii; 
should  he  giv-n  to  call  into  public  service  a  large  bod 
of  volunlerrs  lo  serve  for  not  less  than  six  or  Iwelv 
months  unless  sooner  discbarg-  d.  A  volnut'-er  force 
is,  bevond  ques'ion,  more  efficient  than  any  other  de- 
scription o'  citizen  soldiers;  and  it  is  not  lo  be  doubted 
that  a  number  far  hevond  that  require'l  would  readdy 
rush  lo  the  field  upon  the  call  of  their  country.  I  fi 
iher  recommend  ihat  a  liberal   provision  be  made 


had  the  matter  under  consideration  it  would  be  time 
cnoush  lo  determine  what  iiun:her  should  be  pub- 
lished. It  had  always  bee  understood  that  Ihe 
prinling  ol  a  vast  number  of  ''iiy  set  of  dociimenta 
was  an  cudorsemenl  of  (h',r  contents.  He  would 
offer  no  opinion  upon  '.:"  docuiuents  now  before 
them,  but  he  thought  i  ■.  ould  beat  least  undigni- 
fied on  the  part  of  the   senate   to   print   an  uiiusual 

mber. 

Mr.  Speight  said  he  responded  heartily  to  every 
word  which  had  fallen  from  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  as  to  the  proper  action  of  the  senate  upon 
this  occasion.  His  motive  in  proposing  the  printing 
of  an  extra  number,  which  propo.sition  was  suggest- 
ed by  his  friends  around  him,  was  that  he  supposed 
thai  the  people  throughout  the  country  would  be  de- 
sirous of  reading  the  documents.  He  could  not  say 
whether  Ihe  printing  might  be  considered  an  endorse- 
ment of  them  by  the  senate,  but  this  he  would  say, 
that  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  for  one  endorsed 
every  word  Ihey  contained.  He  entirely  approved 
of  llie  message,  and  was  prepared  without  hesitation 
lo  carry  out  what  the  president  had  recommended. 
He  had  recommended  no  declaration  of  war;  but 
had  only  recommended  the  placing  al  his  disposal  a 
Buflncienl  military  force  lo  repel  an  invasion.  He 
believed  there  was  no  American  who  would  not  re- 
spond to  that  message.  He  would  do  the  senator 
from  Souih  Carolina  Ihe  justice  to  say  that  he  be- 
lieved he  would  respond  lo  it. 

If  he  thought  it  was  the  sense  of  Ihe  senate  that 
no  more  than  the  usual  number  of  copies  should  be 
printed,  he  would  withdraw  his  motion;  but  he  would 
repeat  that  he  believed  there  would  be  a  desire 
throughout  the  country  lo  read  these  documents,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  printed 
and  circulated  extensively.  This  message  was  a 
highly  important  document;  Ihey  had  reached  an 
important  crisis,  and  he  agreed  with  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina  that  they  should  meet  il  firmly 
and  with  due  and  proper  deliberation.     For  his  own 


has  since  been  strengthened  by  the  trixlion  of  field  |  suslaiuing  our  entire  military  force,  and  furnishing  it  !  part,  he  was  prepared  to  meet  it 


works-  A  dcpoi  has  also  been  esablished  al  Point  Isa 
bel,  near  ihe  Brazos  Santiago,  thiity  indes  in  rear  of 
ihc  encampment.  The  selection  of  his  position  was 
ni-cess  riiy  confided  to  tlic  judgment  ol  the  general  in 
command. 

The  Mexican  forces  al  M  laraoros  assumed  a  bellig- 
erent attitude,  and  on  the  I2ih  of  April,  Gen.  Ampuilia, 
then  in  command,  notified  Gen.  Taylor  lo  break  up  bis 
camp  within  twtnty-four  hours,  and  tor-tire  beyond 
the  Nueces  river,  and  in  the  event  of  hisf  d  ure  to  com- 
ply with  these  demands,  announced  ihat  arms,  and  arms 
aloDi',  must  decide  ihe  quesiioi.  Bui  no  i  pen  act  of 
hostility  was  committed  until  the  twenty-fonrtlv  of  I  be  prep  r 
April.     On  that  day,  Gen.  Aris'a,  who  hai  succ  edei  i  shall  b-  read 


w  th  suppl  es  and  munitions  of  war 

The  most  energetic  and  prompt  measures,  and  Ihe 
imni  diate  appearance  in  arms  of  a  large  and  overjiow- 
ering  lorce,  are  recommended  to  congress  as  the  most 
certain  and  i  fficient  means  ol  bringinc  the  existing  col- 
lision  with  Mexico  lo  a  speady  and  successful  tei'mina 


ndations 


to  the  command  of  the  Mexican  fore 
to  Gen.  Taylor  that  "lie  considere 
menced  and  should  prosecute  them.*' 
goons  of  sisly  three  men  and  ofhcers 
day  desiatched  from  the  Ameri" 


In  makini;  these  recom 
to  declare  that  it   is  niv  anxious   desre  not  only  to  ter- 
minate hostil.ties  speedily,  but   to  bring  all  matters  in 
dis|iute    btlwien    this  government   and  Mi'x  co  loan 
riy  and  amicable  a'jnstment;  and,  in  this  view,  I  sh  II 
egotiaiion",  whenever  Mexico 
lie  propositions,  or  to  make  prn- 


lei  Ni  rt"-,  on  iis  lelt  bank,  to  ascertain  wheih.  r  the 
M  xican  troops  had  crossed,  or  were  preparng  lo  cross 
Ihe  river,  "became  engag  d  wilh  a  large  body  of  these 
troops  and  alitr  a  short  affair,  in  which  some  sixteen 
were  killed  and  wounded,  appear  to  have  been  sur- 
round d  and  c  mptlled  to  su:  r.  nder." 

Thegroous  -•  rongs  iierpi  tral  d  i  y  Mexico  uiionour 
citizens  through  oil  a  long  p  ri  d  of  years,  remaiu  on- 
redresse'l;  aiio  s  1  mn  tia  a  ..  s,  phol^ing  her  puolic 
faith  for  ihi  le'lress,  ha'C  been  ilisr  garded.  A  wo- 
ve Mill  lit  iih- 1'  unable  or  nnwiU  ng  to  enlor.e  t'le  exe- 
cuii  1  I    f  s  ell   r  alie-,  f.ils  to  p  rfirm  one  of  Is  plain- 


i,  communicau  d  1  position -^  of  her  o»  n. 

hostilities  com  |  |  transmit  herew  th  a  eopv  of  the  corrf  spnndence 
A  party  of  dra- 1  between  our  envoy  to  Mexico  snd  the  Mexican  minis- 
ere  on  the  same  ter  lor  lor  ign  affairs;  and  so  much  of  the  ci  irespon- 
"~p  up  the  Rio  |  dence   between    thai  envoy  and    the  secrrtary  of  sti 
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li-jd   we  acteil  «itl; 
insults  a  'I  reih-easmg  ihc 
al  the  conioieiicemeni,  wr 
ed  all  the  diffieu  li..  s  ig  w 

Inst   ad  of     his.  howeve 

lest  .  fforts  lo  pr0|)it  ate  1 
text  iliai  Texas, 
though'  prop  r  to 


Our  foi  b  ai'  'I  ce 

o  be  mistak  "  in  is 

ig  r  in  lepell  ug  the 

.juri  s  inflided  iiy  Mex-co 

ould  lioubtless  Irne  tscap- 

li  we  are  now  involved. 

ve  haie  been  exening  our 

good  will.     Upon  the  p,e- 

ation   as   inilependent  as  herself, 

le  lis  deslioi'  s  with  i 


ind  betw 


JAMES  K.  POLK 


Mr.  «J(/cn  said  he  believed  it  was  usual,  whenever 
an  important  communication  was  made  to  congress, 
if  that  communication  and  the  documents  which  ac- 
companied It  were  too  voluminous  to  find  admission 
in  Ihe  public  newspapers  of  the  country,  for  the  sen- 
ale  of  the  United  Slates  lo  supply  the  demand  of  the 
country  by  printing  an  extra  number  of  such  com. 
iv'tn'tTe'  I  munication  -^  ith  the  aceompanying  documents.  No 
man  would  question  for  an  instant  the  transcendant 
iiuporlance  of  the  matter  now  communicated  to  the 
senate;  and  no  man  would  doubt  that  the  matter  con- 
tained in  those  papers  was  too  voluminous  to  find  a 
publication  in  the  newspaper  press  of  the  country. — 
No  man  could  doubt  the  right  which  the  American 
people  had  to  indulge  that  wholesome  curiosity 
which  would  induce  them  to  look  for  the  publica- 
tion of  those  documents.  These  were  facts  about 
which  there  could  be  no  doulit,  and  if  there  ever 
here  it  became  important  to  z^^tt  an 
this  was 
from  Mis- 
sissippi that  the  president  had  not  recommended  a 
declaration  of  war;  but  the  senator  had  overlooked 


n   the  secretary  of  war  and   ihe  general  in 
ci'mmaiiil  on  the  Del  Norte,  as  are  necessary  to  a  full  I  exTended  circulation  tn  a  great  public  fact 
understanding  of  the  subject.  v    o<^,  ^         '^at  case.     They  were  told  bj  the  senator  I 
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Ihat  war  actually  exists,   and  he  had   asked  the  con 
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has  all'ecleil  ti  liel  eve  that  we  have  si  v.  red 
lul  trrriior; ,  and,  in  offical  pioclamotiont 
lesioet,  has  lepra'edly  ihreateiie'l  to  make  war  up 'U 
us  for  the  |i'trpose  of  r.  conqu'  ring  Texas.  In  the 
mean  lime,  we  have  trictl  every  effort  at  reconciliation. 
The  cup  of  forb.  arance  h  'd  b.;t  n  exlmu^ted,  even  before 
the  recent  information  from  the  frontier  ol  the  Del 
Norte.  Bui  now,  after  reiterated  menaces,  Mexico  has 
passed  the  boundury  of  ihe  United  Slat' »,  has  invaded 
our  territory,  und  slied  Ameiicanfdood  upon  ihe  Ame- 
rican soil.  She  has  proclaimed  thai  honiliiies  have 
cominunoed,  unci  Ihit  the  two  niitions  are  now  al  war. 
As  war  exists,  and,  nolwilhstanding  all  our  efforts  tn 


The  message  from  the  president  of  the  U.  Slates 
in  relation  lo  war  with  Mexico,  which  will  be  found 
in  this  number,  being  read — 

Mr.  Sevier  moved  Ihat  the  message  and  documents 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  and 
printed. 

Mr.  Davis  desired  that  the  documents  accompany- 
ing the  message  be  read. 

Mr.  Speiglil  observed  that  these  documents  were 
very  volumiiinus,  and  the  reading  would  consequent- 
ly occupy  a  considerable  lime.  He  suggested  Ihat, 
as  Ihey  were  lu  be  printed,  Ihe  reading  might  be 
dispensed  withal  present.  He  moved  that  twenty 
llinusand  additional  copies  of  the  message  and  ac- 
companying  documents  be  printed. 

Mr.  Calkmii  said  they  had  now  a  very  great  ques- 
tion presented  lo  them — a  question  which,  in  view 
of  all  its  consequences,  it  would  take  many  years 
lo  terminate;  ind  he  hoped  that  the  senate  would, 
on  this  occasion,  manifest  that  quiet  dignity, 
lo   the   subject    Ihat   dispassional 


gress  of  the  United  States  to  acknowledge  that  fact 
by  such  a  public  act  as  should  nationalize  il,  and  put 
the  United  Slates  in  Ihal  relation  to  the  nations  of 
the  world  which  she  had  a  right  to  occupy  in  conse- 
quence of  a  state  of  war.  It  had  been  sanl  Ihat  time 
lor  deliberation  was  necessary;  but  the  lime  for  de- 
liberation should  be  measured  by  the  crisis  present- 
ed by  Ihe  slate  of  facts  upon  which  those  delibera- 
tions were  to  be  had.  What  was  the  crisis  here.' — 
The  crisis  was  existing  war.  Deliberation,  then, 
could  lend  lo  nn  benefit.  As  for  the  suggestion 
which  had  been  thrown  out,  that  the  operalion  of 
the  army  of  this  government  ought  to  be  limited  to 
Its  own  soil,  that  we  should  be  required  to  fight  only 
nil  one  sqiiaie  of  the  board,  while  Mexico  fighls  on 
the  whole  board,  it  seemed  lo  him  to  involve  the 
most  suicidal  policy.  How  could  the  war  be  brought 
to  a  suceessliil  tcrininalion.'  How  could  a  peace 
which  should  have  any  duration  be  expected  to  re- 
sult from  a  cuullicl  coniiucled  ui  that  manner,  unless 
Mexico  be  given  distinctly  lo  umlcrstand  that  when 
she  makes  war  upon  the  Ui.iied  Slates  she  incurs  all 
the  consequences  which  a  siale  of  war  inflicts,  but 
this  mailer  al  this  time; 


idera 
lion,  H  hich  was  worthy  the  character  of  a  grave  and  [  he  would  go  no  furlhe 
deliberative  body.     He  trusted  that  Ihey  would,  laj- 1  he  desired  that  the  documenis  should  be  printed,  and 


ing  aside  every  minor  consideration,  proceed  alonce 
lo  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  were  rendered 
necessary  in  the  present  emergency,  su.  h  as  the  con- 
slilution  demui;deci  of  ihem,  and  such  as  the  honor 
and  interests  of  the  country  might  rerjuire.  But  he 
hoped  thai  ;  .  Ihis  state  of  the  case  nothing  more 
than  was  usual   would  be  done  in  regard  lo  prinling 


•  void   11,  exitta  by  the  «ct  of  Mexico  herself,  we  arc  I  documents  for  the  use  of  Ihe  senate;   after  they  had  I  been  carried: 


xtensively  circulated,  lor  reasons  which  he  had  al- 
ready given.  And,  for  ihe  purpose  of  testing  the 
sense  of  the  senate  upon  the  question  of  printing  an 
extra  number,  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Sevier — 1  understand  the  motion  to  refer  the 
message  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  has 
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The  Presiding  officer— The  question  has  not  yet 
been  put. 

Mr.  Sevier  said  he  hoped  that  question  would  be 
put  tirst. 

Mr.  /.  Jtf.  Ctaylon  said  he  thought  the  proper  re- 
ference would  be  to  the  committee  on  miliiary  af- 
fairs. The  president  aslfs  congress  for  aid  and  as- 
sistanro  to  carry  on  military  operations;  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  matter  should  go  to  that  committeo, 
and  not  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had,  in  part,  efTected  the  ob- 
ject he  had  in  view  by  eliciting  the  observations 
which  had  been  made  by  the  senator  from  Ohio. — 
His  object  was,  that  the  senate  shouM  not  precipi- 
tately order  the  printing  of  a  large  extra  number, 
thereby  causing  it  to  be  inferred  that  there  was  an 
absolute  endorsenient  of  the  documents  on  the  part 
of  the  senate.  He  would  admit  the  president  had 
announced  that  there  was  war;  but,  according  to  his 
interpretation,  it  was  not  such  a  war  as  the  constitu- 
tion designated  by  the  term  war.  For  his  own  part, 
he  was  inclined  to  distinguish  between  hostilities  and 
war.  God  forbid  that  they  should  ever  be  found 
under  the  constitution  of  lliij  government  confound- 
ing the  one  wilh  the  other.  There  might  be  inva- 
sion wilhiiut  war,  and  they  might  find  themselves 
forced  to  repel  invasion,  and  yet  no  war  ensue  such 
as  was  strictly  'nlilled  to  be  so  denominated.  It 
was  for  congress  lo  determine  whether  war  should 
be  declared  or  not.  And  it  was  under  that  aspect  of 
the  question  that  he  considered  it  unadvisable  that 
ttere  should  be  auy  act  on  the  part  of  the  senate 
tending  to  sanction  the  idea  that  there  was  war. — 
There  was  a  certain  calmness,  dignity,  decorum,  and 
forbearance  expected  to  be  exercised  by  the  senate 
of  the  United  States  which  should  never  be  lost 
sight  of.  He  hoped  that  body  would  never  suffer  il- 
relf  to  be  carried  away  by  impetuosity,  or  hurried 
into  precipitate  action.  He  was  prepared  to  du  all 
that  palriolism  and  the  honor  of  the  country  requir- 
ed. He  wished  to  be  prepared  at  all  points,  but  he 
wished  that  this  should  be  pertormed  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  the  senate  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Stvitr  said  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  promote 
a  discussion  upon  this  matter.  He  had  moved  the 
reference  to  the  committee  to  which  it  seemed  to 
him  properly  to  belong.  He  was  merely  following 
the  usual  course.  Was  there  any  breach  of  deco- 
rum and  want  of  dignity  in  that? 

Mr.  Callioim  said  be  had  not  the  slightest  refe- 
rence to  the  senator  from  Arkansas  in  anything  he 
had  said. 

Mr.  Setter — My  motion  was  to  refer  the  message 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  where  mes- 
sages of  that  sort  are  always  referred.  Has  the 
senator  more  confidence  in  another  committee  than 
he  has  in  that.'  I  understand  the  motion  to  print  an 
extra  number  of  copies  to  have  been  withdrawn, 
and  on  the  motion  to  print  the  usual  number  I  now 
ask  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Morehead  said  he  regretted  that  he  could  nnt 
concur  with  his  honorable  friend  from  Delaware  in 
his  suggestion  as  to  the  proper  direction  or  reference 
of  the  message.  T.he  reference,  in  bis  opinion, 
should  be  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  and 
he  thought  so  because  be  concurred  with  the  sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  that,  before  war  does  exist, 
according  lo  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates, 
there  must  be  some  action  on  the  part  of  congress. 
Thus  far,  if  war  now  existed,  if  the  people  of  this 
country  found  themselves  in  a  state  of  war  with 
Mexico,  it  was  a  war  which  had  not  been  brought 
about  or  declared  by  the  legislative  department  of 
the  government,  to  which  constitutionally  tlie  power 
of  declaring  war  belonged.  Before,  therelore,  we 
could   occupy  a  proper  position   in  the  estimation  of 


hesitate  or  to  undertake  to  decide  whether  the  incep- 
tion of  the  war  was  right  or  not.  It  being  in  exist- 
once  he  was  ready  lo  go  for  the  volunteers  and  the 
allowance  of  money  at  once  for  the  support  of  the 
honor  of  the  country.  They  coiihl  deci'le  at  their 
leisure  aftcrwanl^,  and  the  committeo  on  foreign  re- 
lations could  decide  at  leisure,  upon  the  grave  ques 
tion  of  res.pon'sibility  of  occasioning  the  war.  That 
question  would  come  under  consideration  undoubt- 
edly. But  the  first  duly  of  the  senate,  in  his  humble 
judgment,  was  lo  vote  for  ihe  supplies.  What  had 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations  to  do  wilh  Ihi'-? — 
He  would  say  to  his  friend  from  South  Carolina  (iT 
he  would  allow  him  to  call  him  so)  that  the  opinion 
he  entertained   very  closely   approached  to  his  own 


sage  as  related  to  repelling  an  invasion  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  and  so  much  of 
It  as  related  lo  our  foreign  relstions  be  referred  to 

the  nominillee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  .,?,',Vii  nb-orved  that  Ihe  suggestion  of  the  sena- 
tor from  Missouri  appeared  to  him  to  present  the 
question  in  its  true  and  natural  aspect.  The  appro- 
priations for  Ihe  defence  of  the  country  need  not  be 
delayed  by  being  connected  wilh  other  questions 
growing  out  of  the  same  stale  of  facts. 

Mr.  Sfrifv  acceplcd  the  proposition  of  the  senator 
from  Missouri  as  a  modificaiion  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cass  desired  to  say  merely  a  single  word.— 
The  message  of  the  president  was  but  a  manifesto  of 
the   difficulty   exisling    between    this   country   and 


fallen  from  the  honorable  senator  from  Delaware. — 
The  senator  had  spoken  like  an  American;  he  was 
ready  to  meet  the  emergency.  The  ground  he  took 
was  fair  ground  for  a  party  man  to  take;  going  for 
his  country  first,  and  afterwards  to  inquire  by  whom 
the  mischief  was  brought  about.  It  was  a  very  lair 
subject  of  inquiry.  Let  us,  (pursued  Mr.  C  )  let  us 
go  for  the  defence  of  our  country  first;  let  ua  adopt 
all  proper  measures  for  repelling  invasion;  and,  aa 
soon  as  we  have  done  that,  I  for  one  am  prepared  to 
enter  into  an  inquiry  as  to  who  is  right  and  who  is 
wrong.  1  agree  with  the  senator  from  Mississippi, 
1   concur   entirely   in   the  message  of  the  president; 


upon  this  matter.  He  was  very  far  from  justifying  i  Mexico;  it  was  very  similar  to  a  message  which  waS 
Ihe  course  of  Ihe  executive  in  sending  the  troops  of  I  ,p^t  („  o.ongress  by  Mr.  Madison.  Ho  felt  very 
the  United  States  lo  th.-  Rio  del  Norle.  But  the  ;  „,,|gi,  gratified  at  hearing  the  language  which  bad 
country  was  in  a  stale  of  war.      What  was  now  to  be  "  " 

done?  To  provide  supplies  to  defend  our  position, 
and  to  lose  no  time  in  doing  so.  The  other  questions, 
as  they  arose,  would  have  lo  be  settled  by  the  peo- 
ple and  the  executive.  They  might  be  dcliberaled 
upon  at  leisure.  Upon  the  main  question  of  furnish- 
ir.g  supplies,  it  appeared  to  him  there  ought  to  be 
prompt  and  etBcieiit  action- 
Mr.  .ircher  said  he  was  a  good  deal  surprised  that 
his  honorable  friend  from  Delaware  failed  to  make 
Ihe  distinction  between  a  state  of  war,  properly  so 
called,  and  the  stale  in  which  we  were  now  placed. 
Several  senators  had  assumed  that  we  were  in  a  stale 

of  war;  he  mainiained  that  we  were  not.  When  I  and,  as  far  as  my  voice  will  go  to  accomplish  it,  lU 
some  years  ago  a  vessel  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  j  recommendation  shall  be  carried  out.  And  I  ratist 
U.  States  was  destroyed  by  a  foreign  force,  did  that  j  be  allowed  to  say  further,  (and  I  use  the  word  in  its 
constitute  a  state  of  war?  The  president  according  |  best  sense,)  I  repel  the  construction  put  upon  it  by 
to  his  construction  of  the  message,  did  not  affirm  that !  the  honorable  senator  from  Soulh  Carolina.  One 
we  were  in  a  state  of  war.  He  could  not  aliirm  it;  j  country  may  declare  war,  but  it  takes  two  countries 
or,  if  he  did,  he  affirmed  what,  in  the  legal  anceola-  I  lo  declare  "peace.  Suppose  .Mexico  declares  war 
lion  of  Ihc  term,  was  not  true.  Wliat  would  be  the  against  you,  are  you  at  peace?  No.  There  is  no  in- 
resuit  ol  such  a  construction?  That  our  troops  on  termediate  slate  between  peace  and  war.  In  which 
the  Rio  del  Norte  could  at  their  pleasure  involve  us  in  I  olatc  are  we  at  present'  Can  it  be  said  that  our 
a  slate  of  war.  Congress  was  under  the  constitution,  I  troops  may  drive  ihe  Mexicans  over  the  boundary, 
the  war  making  power,  and  congress  had  done  no  1  and  then  politely  say.  Good  bye,  until  you  come 
act  to  place  us  in  a  slate  of  war.  What  was  the  pur-  ;  back;  and  then  wc  shall  be  ready  for  you  again. — 
port  of  Ihe  message  of  the  president?  It  was  that  a  ;  This,  I  should  say,  was  a  state  of  war.  Every  gen- 
certain  state  of  facts  had  reached  his  knowledge  |  tieman  knows  that  within  the  last  half  century  a  do- 
whicli  made  it  necessary  that  congress  should  inquire  zen  wars  have  been  waged  growing  out  of  acts  of 
what  action  was  necessary  to  be  taken  thereupon.  Did  hoslility  of  that  nature.  The  honorable  senator 
the  po«ilion  of  our  troops  on  Ihe  frontier  necessarily  I  from  South  Carolina  says  we  are  not  in  a  state  of 
place  the  V.  Stales  in  a  stale  of  war?  Certainly  uol.  !  war,  bul  m  a  siale  of  hostility.  Now,  1  am  not  go- 
Suppose  the  slate  of  things  be  misunderstood;  sup-  j  ing  lo  dispute  about  the  meaning  of  words,  but  if  the 
pose  the  action  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  aulho- !  gentleman  denies  that  an  invasion  is  an  act  of  war, 
rilies  to  be  justified  by  the  circumstances,  could  it  I  differ  with  him  entirely.  Suppose  a  foreign  nation 
be  said  that  they  were  in  a  state  of  war?  Fighting  i  blockades  your  ports;  to  be  sure  you  are  not  invaded 
did  not  in  every  case  absolutely  constitute  a  stale  of  i  on  land,  but  are  you  not  in  a  state  of  hostility — a 
war.  There  had  often  been  collisions  which  did  not '  state  that  leads  legitimately  to  the  consequences  of 
amount  lo  war.  The  facts  existing  only  authorised  i  war?  These  are  my  views.  I  say  we  arc  now  in  a 
an  inquiry  as  to  whether  they  should  proceed  to  a  |  posilion  thai,  whether  we  declare  war  or  not,  our, 
state  of  war.  He  hoped  the  course  which  had  been  |  acts  must  be  acts  of  war.  We  are  placed  ui  this  ••• 
pursued  on  other  occasions,  when  the  U.  Slates  were  j  lemn  condition.  It  is  a  most  important  crisis.  If 
threatened  with  war,  would  not  be  departed  from  j  we  march  forward  wilh  firmness,  decision,  and 
nou ;  that  the  reference  would  in  the  (5rsi  inslance  promptitude,  our  course  is  plain  and  honorable 
be  made  lo  Ine  coniinitlee  on    foreign  relalions,  and  i  btTore  the   world.     If  wc  do  not — if  wo  make  half 


when  they  had  all  the  information  that  was  necessa- 
ry, it  would  be  time  enough  to  declare  the  country  in 
a  stale  of  war. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  apprehended  that  there  were 
two  very  distinct  questions  presented  to  Ihe  consid- 
eration of  the  senate  touciiing  this  mailer.  The 
president  announced  the  fact  of  the  invasion  of  the 
United  Slates;  he  then  proposed  to  carry  on  a  war 
against  Mexico  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  the 
neces'silv  of  the  o.-casion.  Upon  Ihe  occurrence  nf 
an  invasion  it  waslheiluiy  of  the  president,  under  lln; 
conslilution,  at  once,  by  all  Ihe  means  which  ll:e  law 
placed  in  his  power,  to  repel  that  invasion.  Certain 
cts  of  congress  authorized  him  to  call  out  the  mill 


the  nations  of  the  world,  whose  opinion  on  subjects    ^j^  (■„,,  ^^^^  purpose,  the   period  of  their  service  be- 
of  this  sort  he  thou-bt  they  ought  not  to  venture  to  limited    to  three  mouths;  and  as  often  as  an  oc- 


disregard — before  they  assumed  a  hoslilc  atlitude 
which  in  all  probability  it  v.-ould  become  their  duty 
to  assume,  the  subject  should  be  referred  to  that 
cominjtlee  which,  in  all  cases  of  this  sort,  was  ac- 
cuatooied  to  have  charge  and  lo  receive  the  consid- 
eration of  the  mailer;  before  the  congress  of  the  Cni 


war  and  half  peace;  if  we  go  to  the  border  and  say. 
If  you  come  over  we  will  fight  you;  if  we  do  this 
we  disgrace  ourselves  before  the  world.  I  think 
there  is  but  one  course,  and  that  is,  lo  push  the  ex- 
pedition into  Mexico  and  compel  her  to  make  poaoo. 
Mr.  Cattoun  said  that,  in  his  judgment,  mere  inva- 
sion and  a  solemn  declaration  of  war  were  two 
things  entirely  distinct.  He  hoped  there  would  not 
be  Ihe  slightest  difference  of  opinion,  bul  that  they 
would  act  wilh  the  utmost  promptilude,  as  far  as  re- 
peiiing  Ihe  inv  ision  was  concerned.  The  senator 
from  Michigan  (said  Mr.  C.)  repels  no  observation 
of  mine,  for  his  remark  has  no  application  to  any 
thing  1  said.  1  said,  in  Ihe  meaning  of  the  constitu- 
tion war  could  only  be  declared  by  congress;  that  it 
was  only  through  the  authority  of  congress  that  the 
slate  of  things  called  war  could  be  brought  about. — 
There  is  no  question  between  the  senator  and  my- 
self. I  will  go  further,  and  say  it  is  a  great  perver- 
sion of  language  lo  call  the  present  slate  of  things 
war.  It  IS  a  case  of  invasion,  a  stale  of  hostilities 
between  two  opposile  forces  on  Ihe  frontier.  Now, 
whether  we  shall  proceed  and  settle  all  our  accounts 
wilh  Mexico  at  once  is  the  great  question  to  which  I 


asion  of  this  kind  had  occurred,  it  had  been  deemed 
proper,  in  order  to  procure  the  most  efficient  troops, 
to  permit  the  president  to  accept  the  services  of 
volunteers.  The  general  commanding  on  the  banks 
of  the  Rio  del  Norte  had,  therefore,  in  this  case,  in 
accoi dance  with  autl.ority  given  him  by  the  pivsi 
led  blales  recognised  the  existence  ol  war,  they  i  j^^t,  called  for  volunteers.  The  first  thing,  then,  in 
should  perform  the  part  assigned  to  Ihern  by  the  con-  j  [,„  opinion,  which  they  had  to  do  was  to  furnish  the 
slituuon  of  the  United  Slates.  ^^3^5  j^  p^y  (^ose  volunteers;  and,  in  granting  him  |  alluded 

Mr.   J.  AI     Clayton  contended  that  the  message '  the  money  lo  pay  those  volunteers,  legitimatize  the        Mr.  .?((eii  said  he  did   not  rise  to  protract  the  de- 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  commitlee  on  military  af-  [  call  u  hich  he  made  for  their  services.     Thus  far,  it    bale,  but  for  the  purpose  of  moving  that  so  much  of 
fairs.     The  president  (he  said)  had  announced  that '  would    be   a   military   question — a  question  for  the    the  annual  message  as  relates  to  .Mexico  be  printed, 
there  v/as  war;  that  war  actually  existed,  and  called  '  conjiiiiUce   on   mililjrv  :jtfair-,  to -oj    .» ln.ll.ir  li.ey 
upon  congress  for  a  grant  of  some  millions  of  dollars  '■  will  adopt  eight  thousand  or  three  times  eight  Ihou- 
lo  carry  on  that  war,  pronouncing  it  essentially  neces-    sand.     But  it  became  also  a  question  wliich  concern- 
ed  our   foreign   relations;  and,  if  the  first   measure 
were  adopted — about   which    he  apprehended  there 
could  be   no  disjiuie,  it  being  requisite  to  repel  inva- 
sion— Ihe  first   measure  being  adopted,  there  would 
then  he  lime    lo  consi.ler  Ihi-  secvn.l  question.     He 
would   suggest,  therefore,  Ihat  so  much   of  the  mes- 


aary  that  it  should  be  carried  on.  The  president  also 
demanded  of  them  tens  of  thousands  of  volunteers  for 
the  same  purpose.  Now,  he  was  not  willing,  though 
he  did  not  take  on  himself  the  responsibility  of  the 
war — that  responsibility  must  rest  with  Ihe  president 
alone,  who  brought  it  about — he  was  not  willing  to 


logelher   wilh    the  documents  communicated  to  the 
senate  to-day. 

Mc.  Morekead  aM  he  had  no  earthly  objection,  as 
far  as  he  \vas  concerned,  lo  a  division  of  the  question 
of  reference.  He  rose  for  Ihe  purpose  of  saying  a 
single  wiird  in  answer  lo  Ihe  suggestion  of  the  senator 
from  Michigan;  and  before  doing  so,  he  must  ex- 
press bis  surprise  Ihat  the  senator  from  Mich,  should 
think  it  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  a  member  of 
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the  senate  of  the  U.  Slates  had  expressod,  powfrfully 
and  eloquently  as  his  friend  from  Delaware  had 
done,  in  regard  to  the  question  now  under  conside 
ration,  hi3  deterniinotion  to  stand  by  the  country  in 
the  hostile  attitude  in  which  it  was  placed.  He 
trusted  that  the  spntimenl  avowed  by  the  senator 
from  Delaware  was  a  sentiment  entertained  by  every 
member  of  the  senate.  He  trusted  it  was  not  so 
remarkable  as  to  be  made  the  subject  uf  special 
observation.  But  in  regard  to  the  point  assumed 
by  the  senator,  whether  there  was  a  war  novv  exist- 
ing between  Mexico  and  the  United  States,  he  de- 
sired to  say  a  word.  It  was  familiarly  understood 
by  them  all  that  the  power  to  declare  war  brionged 
alone  to  congress,  and  that  the  president  of  the  V. 
Stales  had  no  power  constitutionally  to  involve  the 
country  in  a  war;  but  if  there  was  at  this  moment 
actually  subsisting  a  war  between  the  U.  States  and 
Mexico,  it  would  follow  that  the  president  of  the  U. 
S.  could  involve  the  country  in  a  war  without  the  as 
Bent  of  the  legislative  departmeiitof  the  government. 
He  could  very  well  conceive  a  case  where  the  army 
of  the  U.  Slates,  having  assumed  a  position  within 
the  territory  of  Mexico,  such  a  position  as  would  de- 
mand from  Mexico  that  she  should  repel  the  inva- 
sion, and  that  hostilities  should  arise  between  the 
two  countries — would  that  be  a  stale  of  war?  No. 
He  held  that  it  was  competent  alone  for  congress  to 
declare  when  war  did  exist;  and  because  the  presi 
dent  had  not  the  power  to  create  hostile  relations  be- 
tween this  government  and  another,  it  became  the 
duty  of  the  congress  of  tne  United  States  to  exercise 
that  power.  In  this  view  he  did  not  think  there  did 
exist  at  this  moment  war  between  the  two  nations, 
in  the  sense  in  which  the  constitution  intended  it  to 
be  understood.  He  thought  there  was  very  reasonable 
distinction  between  war  and  hostilities.  There  was 
a  period  of  the  government  when  that  distinction 
was  practically  carried  out.  II  was  that  period  when 
hostile  relations  existed  between  this  country  and 
France.  There  were  aggressions  committed  on  our 
commerce  on  the  high  seas,  and  claims  for  restitu- 
tion were  formally  setup  by  the  owners  of  the  pro- 
perty destroyed.  Congress  adopted  various  measures 
indicating  a  state  of  hostilities,  but  there  was  no  war 
declared,  and  none  existing,  and  yet  there  was  an 
extensive  series  of  hostilities  enacted  on  the  ocean — 
not  amounting  lo  actual  war,  not  constituting  war  as 
intended  by  the  constitution,  yet  such  a  stale  of  hos- 
tilities as  made  it  necessary  for  congress  to  adopt 
various  measures  nuthorising  various  parlies  to  repel 
aggression  on  the  part  of  France.  It  seemed  lo  him 
the  distinction  very  properly  existed,  and  he  hoped, 
Iherelbre,  that  that  portion  of  the  message  referring 
to  the  relations  existing  between  this  country  and 
Mexico  would  be  relerred  lo  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign relations,  and  that  part  which  referred  lo  rais- 
ing supplies  and  reinforcements  would  be  placed 
under  the  charge  of  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  Crittenden,  after  making  some  inquiry  as  to 
the  documents  communicated  with  the  President's 
message,  and  after  the  order  of  General  Taylor  to  ad- 
vance to  the  Rio  de  Norte  had  been  read,  proceeded 
to  remark,  in  substance,  that  he  deeply  regretted  the 
intelligence  communicated  by  the  message  of  hostili- 
ties with  Mexico.  That  it  was  our  true  policy  to  cul- 
tivate peace  with  her.  That  such  had  been  our  policy 
in  relation  to  Mexico  and  all  the  South  Americait  Re- 
publics. That  we  had  hailed  their  fii'st  struggles  for 
liberty,  and  their  establishment  of  Republican  Covern- 
ments,  and  looked  upon  them  as  forming  a  system  of 
republics  opposed  to  the  monarchical  system  of  Eu- 
rope. As  the  head  of  the  republican  system,  it  has 
been  our  feeling,  as  it  was  our  true  jiolicy,  to  cherish 
the  Idndlicst  relations  and  sympathies  towards  them 
.all.  And  such  had  been  our  coui'sc  till  our  late  un- 
fortunate dinicullies  with  Me.>Lico,  which  resulted,  as 
we  are  now  informed,  in  actual  hostilities.  Mr.  C. 
feared  that  all  liad  not  been  done  by  our  Kxecutive 
that  might  have  been  done  to  avoid  that  result.  He 
hoped  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  (Mr.  Skviek)  iniglit 
be  able  to  justify,  in  every  particular,  the  conduct  of 
Ihe  I'rcsideiil;  but  at  pre.fcnt  he  could  see  no  good 
reason  for  advancing  our  army  through  a  disputed 
Icrritorj'  to  the  banks  of  the  Rio  del  Norte,  atid  point- 
ing our  cannon  upon  the  town  of  Matainoros.  Such 
a  course  could  hardly  fail  to  be  regarded  an  an  insult, 
and  to  provoke  hostility.  But  he  did  not  wish  pre- 
maturely, or  without  the  fullest  information,  to  impute 
blame.  As  to  Gen.  Taylor,  lie  knew  him  well;  lie 
wa.s  a  brave  and  prudent  ollicer,  worthy  of  all  con- 
lidence,  and  he  fell  assurance  that  he  wa.s  warranted 
by  his  orders  in  all  tliat  ho  had  doni;. 

Ho  said  the  time  would  come  hereafter  for  inquir- 
ing into  Ihe  circumstances  and  causes  of  the  present 
hostilities;  nnrt   Ihe   scrutiny,  he   trusted,   would   be 


strict,  and  such  as  the  importance  of  the  event 
demands.  Whoever  should  be  found  to  have  caused 
the  hostility,  if  it  has  been  caused  on  our  part,  ought 
to  be  held  to  the  highest  responsibility.  Congress 
alone  can  constitutionally  declare  war,  and  tJie  people 
of  the  United  States  are  not  to  be  involved  in  war  by 
any  other  authority  than  that  of  their  ow  u  represen- 
tatives. 

There  would  come  a  time,  however,  for  that  scru- 
tiny. For  the  present  we  must  provide  instantly  for 
the  defence  of  the  country.  That  was  our  first  duty, 
however  hostilities  may  have  been  occasioned;  and  he 
was  prepared  to  grant  at  once  whatever  of  men  or 
money  was  necessary  for  the  pm'pose.  Our  country 
is  not  in  fault,  though  her  servants  or  agents  may  be, 
and  it  is  om-  duty  to  stand  by  her. 

But  I  trust  that  while  we  adopt  all  tlie  warlihe 
measures  that  the  occasion  may  require,  we  shall  be 
equally  unanimous  in  adopting  all  the  most  prompt 
and  efficient  means  of  restoring,  if  we  can,  friendly 
relations  with  Mexico.  We  can  have  no  motive  for 
pressing  too  far  on  a  weak  or  fallen  foe.  The  feel- 
ings of  Mexico,  under  all  recent  occurrences,  must 
naturally  be  excited  and  wounded. 

Policy  and  magnanimity  require  that  we  should  be 
as  forbearing  towards  her  as  we  can.  Our  su- 
periority is  such  as  to  relieve  us  from  the  possibility 
of  our  forbearance  or  generosity  being  construed  iuto 
fear,  or  ascribed  to  any  improper  or  unworthy  mo- 
tives. No  statesman  could  render  a  greater  service 
to  his  country  than  by  restoring  our  peace  and  friend- 
ship with  Mexico.  And  so  important  do  I  regard  it, 
that,  if  it  was  in  my  power,  I  would,  as  soon  as  cir- 
cumstances would  possibly  permit,  send  her  a  high 
and  honorary  embassy  of  peace — I  would  appoint 
Clay,  Van  Bnren,  Collioun,  and  Benton — any  one, 
two  or  all  of  them.  .Mexico  would  feel  herself  "honor- 
ed by  such  a  mission,  and  such  ambassadors  would 
give  peace,  cordial  peace,  to  the  two  countries. 

Mr.  Cass.  I  am  surprised  that  any  gentleman 
should  for  a  moment  suppose  that  1  made  any  im- 
proper or  unkind  allusion  in  expressing  my  satisfac- 
tion with  the  patriotic  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
senator  from  Delaware.  But  1  am  older  than  the 
senator.  I  recollect  the  time  when  a  man  could  not 
gel  up  even  in  the  senate  and  congratulate  any  mem- 
ber of  it  for   the   expression  of  such  a  sentiment. 

Thank  God  I  can  do  it  now!  I  believe  there  is  not 
a  man  on  that  side  of  the  chamber  that  is  not  ready 
to  go  just  as  lar  as  I  would.  It  was  the  recollection 
of  a  very  different  stale  of  things,  to  which  1  have 
never  before  alluded  in  this  place,  and  hope  never 
hereafter  to  allude,  that  prompted  that  honest  and 
sincere  congratulation.  Congress  has  power  to  de- 
clare war;  but,  1  repeat,  one  nation  can  make  a  war. 
In  Europe,  as  1  remarked,  there  have  been  numer- 
ous examples  of  that.  1  merely  repeat  that  any  ore 
nation  may  go  to  war,  and,  of  necessity,  put  its  anta- 
gonist in  a  state  of  war. 

Mr.  Davis  said;  1  concur  in  the  division  of  the 
message  tor  the  purposes  of  reference.  I  do  not 
Ihiiik  that  the  lime  for  Ihe  discussion  of  the  grave 
and  solemn  question  involved  has  yet  arrived.  But  I 
it  must  necessarily  ariive  when  the  legislative  body  I 
of  the  Uniled  States  is  asked  to  act  on  the  subject. 
Then  will  come  the  proper  time  for  the  discussion 
of  it,  and  then  I  hope  it  will  be  fully  discussed.  1 
hope  it  will  then  be  examined  and  probed  to  the  bot- 
tom. For  one  I  am  right  willing  to  give  rny  sup- 
port to  Ihe  nalioirjl  dignity  and  honor,  and  lo  repel 
an  invasion  of  this  territory,  by  giving  to  the  pre- 
sident all  suitable  means  for  that  purpose.  Yet  we 
have  a  right,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  know  whether  Ihe 
territory  of  this  country  has  been  invaded.  That 
is  the  question  to  be  considered  here  and  to  be  dis- 
cussed here;  and  1  confess,  for  one,  that  some  por- 
tions uf  the  message— which  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
characterize  till  1  see  it  in  print — some  portions  of 
Ihe  message  strike  me  with  a  considerable  degree  of 
surprise.  We  are  told  in  that  document  that  the 
blood  of  American  citizens  has  been  spilled  on  our 
soil.  This  may  be  so.  It  may  be  true.  But  in  the 
same  message  we  are  told  that  there  is  a  question 
of  boundary  between  us  and  Mexico,  and  an  unset- 
tled question;  and  that  Ihe  minister  was  sent  there 
from  liere  for  Iho  purpose  of  negotiating  that  very 
question.  Well,  now  ihe  president  may  mean,  for 
augbi  1  know,  that  this  question  of  debatable  ground 
does  not  exist  where  the  army  is  at  present  located. 
It  is  said,  also,  in  the  mes.-.ago  that  there  are  certain 
proofs  of  action  on  the  part  of  this  government, 
tinding  lo  show  that  this  territory  i-  ours.  II  1  re- 
collect right.  It  was  said  that  ports  of  entry  had  been 
established,  and  an  officer  of  the  revenue  appointed. 
If  that  be  so — if  it  were  true  that  there  was  an  in- 
tention  on   *e   pait  of  tbn  goverDment,  by  these 


acts,  to  spread  its  revenue  laws  indefinitely  over  any 
thing  which  they  might  call  Texas,  1  for  one  misap- 
prehended the  tenor  of  the  act  altogether.  I  never 
supposed  that  any  revenue  system  was  lo  be  estab- 
lished on  debatable  ground.  I  never  imagined  that 
the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States  were  to  be 
extended  indefinitely  over  a  disputed  territory,  but 
that  they  were  lo  be  limited  to  that  portion  of  llie 
country  which  was  acknowledged  lo  be  Texas. — 
That  was  my  idea  of  the  act.  I  may  have  entirely 
misapprehended  it;  but  that  was  the  view  taken  of 
ii  by  me. 

Mr.  Westcott  here  made  a  remark  inaudible  in  the 
gallery- 
Mr.  Davis.  I  was  under  the  impression  that  it 
was  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  that  it  was  to  be 
limited  to  undebalable  ground.  Without  intending 
to  advance  any  opinion  in  this  stage  of  the  mailer, 
it  is  necessary  that  we  proceed  to  ihe  examination 
of  this  subject  with  deliberation  and  candor,  as  v^'a3 
so  well  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, (Mr.  Calhoun.)  For  one,  I  enter  on  the  ex- 
amination of  this  question  without  any  previous  pre- 
judice whatever,  with  an  honest  disposilion  to  ascer- 
tain the  truth.  But  if  it  turns  out  that  this  territory 
is  debatable  ground,  a  serious  responsibility  rests 
somewhere,  and  presents  the  question  of  war  in  a 
very  different  aspect  from  what  it  would  have  pos- 
sessed had  the  invasion  been  made  within  the  ac- 
knowledged  limits  of  this  country.  This  is  all  I  wish 
at  present  to  say  on  Ihe  subject. 

[The  residue  of  tiiis  debate,  as  well  as  an  abstract 
of  the  very  interesting  debate  of  the  succeeding  day 
on  the  war  bill  from  Ihe  house,  we  ore  compelled  lo 
defer  to  oiir  next.  It  unfortunately  occurred  that 
we  had  another  suhjoct  distributed  amongst  our  com- 
positors and  so  far  in  lype  before  these  absorbing 
topics  came  up,  as  to  compel  us  to  occupy  space  in 
this  number  which  otherwise  would  have  been  de- 
voted to  those  debates.  To  remedy  the  inconveni- 
ence, we  have  resorted  lo  the  expedient  of  giving 
in  as  comprehensive  and  authentic  a  form  as  we 
could,  the  progress  of  affairs  in  congress,  on  the 
frontier,  and  through  the  country,  as  was  in  our 
power,  without  regard  to  our  usual  arrangements.] 

C.  J.  INGERSOLL— DANIEL  WEBSTER. 


HOnSE    OF    REPRfcSENTATlVES,    APRIL    9,   1846. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Iiigersolt  said:  Mr.  Speaker— 1  have  put 
the  few  words  1  desire  lo  say  in  writing,  that  there 
might  be  no  misreport  or  mistake  about  them. 

1  would  not  ask  the  indulgence  of  Ihe  house  for 
my  personal  vindication,  but  the  occasion  involves 
the  most  precious  privilege  of  members  of  this 
house,  in  which  the  people  are  represenled.  lis 
freedom  of  speech  has  been  grossly  attacked  through 
me,  by  a  senator,  Mr.  Daniel  Webster.  Of  him,  as 
a  senator  or  as  an  individual,  1  never  have  spoken 
here.  Of  Mr.  Daniel  Webster's  misconduct  as 
secretary  of  state,  1  have  often  spoken,  mostly  to 
censure  it;  in  the  instance  which  provoked  him  this 
session,  with  a  severity  which,  I  acknowledge,  justi- 
tifies  retort. 

All  I  now  rise  to  do  is,  to  ask  the  house  to  in- 
dulge me  with  a  word  of  explanation  of  some  re- 
solutions, to  which,  1  suppose,  there  can  hardly  be 
objection. 

If  adopted,  I  presume  they  may  be  answered  by 
next  Monday;  and  then  I  shall  pray  permission  lo 
speak  on  the  subject. 

One  of  Ihem  is  designed  to  bring  officially  be- 
fore this  house,  Ihe  journals  or  minutes  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  ali'uirs,  in  February,  1843,  when 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Adams;  was  chairman  of  the  committee. 

According  to  good  precedents  and  authorities,  1 
am  entitled  to  read  these  minutes  to  the  house,  with- 
out its  leave.  But,  as  doubts  may  be  entertained,  I 
prefer  to  obviate  all  objections  by  obtaining  its  sanc- 
tion in  form. 

These  minutes  will  prove  that  Mr.  Secretary 
Webster  made  known  lo  members  of  that  commit- 
tee, by  a  written  communication,  the  president's 
wish  lor  a  special  mission  to  Great  Britain,  which, 
special  mission,  1  think,  it  will  sufficiently  appear, 
was  to  settle  the  Oregon  question,  by  yielding  which, 
Mr.  VVebsler  has  lately  denied  our  right  to  claim. 

The  resolution  for  information  from  the  depart- 
ment of  slate,  will  bring  forth  proofs  of  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Webster's  inisdi'iiieanors  in  office,  his  fraudulent 
misapplicaliou  and  personal  use  of  the  public  luiids, 
and  corrupting  party  presses  with  the  money  appro- 
priated by  law  fur  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign 
intercourse.  When  discharged,  as  he  was,  from  the 
department  to  which  he  was  so  great  a  disgrace,  ho 
was  a  delinquent,  a  public  defaulter.  He  did  not 
account  for  the  public  money  he  fraudulently  ab- 
stracted from  the  department,  nil  more  than  a  year 
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after  he  was  expelled  from  il;  and  did  nut  account 
for  most  of  it  liien  by  paying  back  the  money  he 
abstracted,  but  by  vouchers  from  notoriously  base 
agents  of  his  choice,  who  receipted  for  it,  to  be  ex- 
pended in  managing  party  presses.  Papers  from  the 
department  of  stale,  some  of  them  signed  by  hiin, 
will  reveal  the  mystery,  of  which  one  of  his  corrupt 
agents,  in  a  letter  to  him  marked  "pritate,"  applauds 
as  Mr.  Webster's  new  and  admirable  mode  of  settling 
the  northeastern  boundary  question,  after  the  forty 
years'  blundering,  however  honest  and  patriotic,  of 
\Vashington,  the  Adamses,  Jefferson,  Madison,  Mon- 
roe, Jackson,  and  Van  Buren,  who  did  not  consider 
it  right  to  expend  public  moneys  in  corrupting  the 
press  and  people. 

It  is  sickening,  if  not  sad  reality,  that  a  man  of 
fine  abilities,  as  preposterously,  as  profanely  miscall- 
ed Godlike,  should  be  exposed  in  his  mean  and  pal- 
try contrivances  and  associations  with  nnloriously 
base  fellows,  in  palpably  vile  misuse  of  the  public 
money.  When  I  spuke  the  offensive  words  of  the 
sccrelary,  which  appear  to  have  goaded  him  to  the 
madness  generally  betraying  the  guilty,  I  had  no 
idea  of  the  extent  of  his  offence.  Indeed,  I  have 
not  now,  for  detection  has  only  begun  since  he  called 
me  to  it.  One  of  his  coadjutors  writes  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  that  he  presumes  the  coiitii  gent  fund 
is  ample,  and  the  secretary's  control  over  it  com- 
plete. 

These  papers,  when  made  printed  documents, 
will  show,  also,  application  of  some  of  the  same 
secret  contingent  fund  to  the  release  of  McLeod; 
aud  although  Mr.  Webster  is  reported  to  have  said 
in  the  senate,  iheie  »as  only  one  ieltir  on  ihat  sub- 
ject, three  in  one  and  the  same  day  will  appear. 

Whether,  when  possessed  of  the  proofs  of  Mr. 
Secretary  Webster's  malversation,  corruption,  and 
delinquency,  his  offences  will  be  deemed  impeacha- 
ble misdemeanors  in  office,  conviction  for  which 
might  remove  him  from  the  senate,  and  disqualify 
him  to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit 
under  the  United  States,  will  remain  to  be  consi- 
dered. 

Should  it  prove  necessary  to  go  to  that  extremity, 
the  similitude  will  be  wonderful  with  a  great  Eng- 
lish lawyer,  called  by  a  poet  the  wisest  and  meanest 
of  mankind. 

It  v\  ill  be  perceived  that  the  detection,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  which  my  former  disclosures  may  lead  to, 
merge  my  individual  wrong,  and  even  the  injustice 
done  through  nie  to  the  representative  character, 
freedom,  and  privilege  of  this  house  in  the  much 
greater  importance  of  misdemeanor  in  office.  When 
congress  sees  the  proofs  1  propose  to  submit,  they 
will  judge  all  parlies  and  do  what  is  right.  It  is 
useless,  and  would  be  worse  than  useless,  for  me  to 
apply  epithets  to  Mr.  Webster.  I  desire  to  try  him, 
and  be  tried  myself,  by  proofs. 

I  now  offer  the  following  resolutions,  to  which  I 
presume  no  objection  w  ill  be  made.  I  ask  that  they 
may  be  read  for  information. 

And  no  objection  having  been  made,  the  resolu- 
tions were  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state  furnish  this 
house  an  account  of  all  payments  made  on  presi 
dent's  cerlihcates  from  the  fund  appropriated  by  law 
through  the  agency  of  that  department  for  the  con- 
lin;;ei:t  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  since  the  4th 
of  March,  1841,  with  copies  of  all  entries,  receipts, 
letters,  vouchers,  memorandums,  or  other  evidence 
of  such  payments,  to  whom  paid,  for  what,  and  par- 
ticularly all  concernii'g  the  northeast  boundary  dis- 
pute with  Great  Brilain;  also,  copies  of  whatever 
communications  were  made  from  the  secretary  of 
state  during  the  last  session  ol  the  27lh  congress, 
particularly  February,  1843,  to  Mr.  Gushing  and  to 
Mr.  Adams,  members  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs  of  this  house,  of  the  wish  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  to  institute  a  special  mission  to 
Great  Britain-,  also,  copies  of  all  letters  on  ihe  books 
of  the  department  of  state  to  any  otljcer  of  the  United 
States,  or  auy  person  in  New  York,  concerning  Al- 
exander McLeod. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  affair«  of  this  house  submit  to  the  house,  the 
journal  or  minutes  of  that  committee  during  the  last 
session  of  the  27ih  congress. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  proceeded  to  remark  that  he  had 
but  a  few  words  to  say,  that  the  few  remarks  he 
meant  to  say  would  be  in  exoneration  of  ttic  whig 
party  of  the  United  Slates,  (and  he  seldom  said  any 
thing  complimenlary  to  ihem.)  The  resolutions  of- 
fered by  his  honjrable  friend  fium  Pennsylvania,  re 
laled  to  a  point  of  history  whin  the  then  secretary  of 
stale  had  been  separated  from  the  whig  party,  when 
he  was  acting  v.ith  (Mr.  D.  believed)  the  most  cor- 
rupt administration  that  ever  existed  in  this  country. 
At  that  time  the  whig  party  denounced  the  then  se- 
cretary of  state;  how  far  they  can  since  justify  Iheui- 
lelvea  in  now  again  applying  to  him  the  epithet  of 


"the  Godlike,"  he  should  not  attempt  to  examine. —  I 
They  had  got  together  again;  but  at  the  time,  when 
he  was  secretary  of  slate,  Ihe  party  alluded  to  by  ! 
the  honorable  gentleman,  the  whig  party  of  Ihe  ! 
United  Slates,  were  as  wide  from  him  as  are  the  | 
poles  asunder.  Mr.  D.  believed  perfectly,  ahsoliile- 
ly,  in  the  charge  made  or  implied  in  Ibis  resolution, 
that  Ihi-rc  was  a  corruption  in  that  administration,! 
unparalleled  in  this  country.  Why,  sir,  in  allusion 
to  the  northeastern  boundary,  1  shall  not  call  by 
name  the  individual  ivho  was  a  pretended  democrat, 
whom  Ihe  president  appointed  as  a  commissioner  to  | 
run  that  line.  It  was  sufficient  for  him  that  a  son  of  j 
Daniel  Webster,  the  secretary,  was  engaged  in  the  j 
business,  and  it  was  sufficient  tor  him  lo  say  if  they  j 
could  extort  all  the  correspondence  there  will  be  j 
proof,  the  most  positive  and  absolute,  not  only  of  a 
corrupt  use  of  the  money,  but,  from  the  letter  itself 
of  the  then  secretary,  that  he  sanctioned  and  recoin 
mended — yes,  absolutely  recoinniended  a  corrupt  use 
of  the  fund.  He  would  merely  say  further,  then,  1 
that  they  wanted  Ihe  letter,  and  if  they  could  gel  it! 
they  would  be  borne  out  in  this  charge.  He  went  ! 
for  the  resolution;  and  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  j 
nays,  because  he  wanted  to  see  the  vote  of  this  j 
house,  and  see  who  was  in  favor  of  probing  this 
mailer  to  the  bottom;  and,  as  he  had  done  in  the 
commencement  of  his  remarks,  he  exonrrated  ho- 
norable whigs,  because  there  were  honorable  and 
palriolic  men  among  the  whig  party.  He  concluded 
by  repeating  what  he  had  before  said,  that  the  most 
corrupt  administration  that  ever  cursed  the  country 
was  the  administration  of  John  T)Ier. 

Mr.  Bayly  said,  he  regretted  very  much  the  course 
of  remark  in  which  his  honorable  colleague  (Mr. 
Dromgoole)  had  seen  fit  to  indulge.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
did  not  stand  here,  or  mean  to  stand  here,  as  the  de- 
fender of  Mr.  Tyler's  administralion.  It  is  true, 
said  Mr.  B.  that  1  am  his  (Mr.  Tyler's)  immediate 
representative;  but  notwilhstanding,  sir,  I  have  no 
disposition  to  shield  him  or  his  administration  from 
any  just  reproach  lo  which  it  may  be  liable.  But 
he  regretted  that  his  honorable  colleague  had  seen 
fit  to  make  his  remarks  of  condemnation  so  pointed 
as  that  he  conceived  himself  called  upon  to  vindi- 
cate even  the  whigs  from  the  errors  of  that  adminis- 
tration. He  knew  Ihat  it  ivas  the  habit  in  this  coun- 
try now — he  knew  that  there  were  members  of  the 
republican  party  who  seek  all  occasions,  fit  and  un- 
fit, lo  assail  the  administration  of  Mr.  Tyler.  It  has 
not  always  been  so.  When  that  administration  was 
in  power,  il  received  far  less  assaults  from  Ihal  quar- 
ter than  It  leceives  now.  The  time  was,  sir,  when, 
so  far  from  its  being  the  object  of  unmitigated  as- 
sault from  the  republican  parly,  it  was  courted  and 
caressed,  it  was  flattered  and  lauded;  resolutions  of 
laudation  were  passed  in  republican  meetings  and 
conventions,  and  it  was  left  to  the  lime  that  Mr.  Ty- 
ler retired  from  office,  for  odium  and  contempt  to  be 
heaped  upon  it. 

I  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood,  Mr.  Speaker 

I  do  not  mean  that  my  position  should  be  mistaken. 
I  am  not  a  defender  of  Mr.  Tyler's  administration;  I 
was  not,  to  any  considerable  extent,  its  admirer;  I 
never  was  particularly  its  friend;  but  I  do  say,  sir, 
that  the  republican  cause  of  this  country  owes  much 
to  that  administralion.  There  is  not  a  republican 
within  the  sound  of  my  voice  who  can  deny  Ihe  fact; 
there  is  not  a  republican,  sir,  who  can  say  that  but 
for  Mr.  Tyler's  administration  you  would  have  had 
all  the  federal  errors  fixed  upon  you,  some  of  them 
for  years.  What  would  become  of  my  friend's  sub- 
treasury  bill,  to  which  he  is  so  much  devoted,  but 
(or  that  administralioD?  Sir,  its  consummation 
would  have  been  delayed  twenty  years,  unless  the  I 
questionable  doctrine  of  repeal  had  been  sanctioned  j 
by  the  republican  party.  But  Mr.  Tyler's  adminis- 
tration, if  it  did  no  more — 

Mr.  Dromgoole  interposed,  and  asked  his  colleague 
to  permit  him,  in  all  kindness,  to  make  an  inquiry. — 
Was  he  lo  understand  the  gentleman  to  maintain, 
that  President  Tyler  was  in  favor  of  the  principle  of 
the  independent  treasury? 

Mr.  Bayly.     I  maintain  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  Dromgoole.  If  he  does,  I  desire  him  to  con- 
form thai  to  his  (Mr.  T.'s)  "Exchequer." 

Mr.  Bayly  resuming.  My  friend  does  not  under- 
stand my  remarks.  I  do  not  say  that  Mr.  Tyler  was 
in  favor  of  Ihe  sub-treasury;  but  I  say  thai,  by  ve- 
toing the  bank,  with  a  charier  of  luenly  years,  he 
saved  the  country,  for  that  length  of  tune,  from  ihe 
incubus  of  a  national  bank,  with  all  its  corruptions. 
After  Its  chaiter,  he  would  ask  of  his  colleague  how 
he  could  have  consummated  his  plan  of  divorcing 
the  government  from  the  banking  inslituiions  of  the 
counlr).' 

Had  11  not  been  for  Mr.  Tyler's  administration  that 
diQiculty  could  not  have  been  avoided.  Not  only 
Ihat,  but  how  was  it  with  the  disliibulion  policy.' — 
How  was  it  with   many  oiher  measures  of  the  ad- 


ministration, which  brousht  for  il  unmeasured  ap- 
plause from  Ihe  republican  party.'  Why,  in  the  sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,  with  but  one  single  excep- 
tion— the  senator  from  .Missouri  I  believe — honora- 
ble senators  of  the  republican  party  vied  with  each 
other  in  heaping  praise  upon  him. 

I  regret,  therefore,  if  this  assault  was  lo  be  made 
upon  that  administralion,  after  it  had  gone  out  of 
power,  after  it  had  bei-n  sufficiently  condcnined,  as  it 
seemed  lo  him — if  sin  h  an  atlack  was  to  he  made, 
he  Ihought  it  should  not  have  come  from  his  honora- 
ble colleague. 

One  remark,  now  that  he  was  upon  Ihe  floor.  In 
reference  to  Ihe  resolution  of  his  honorable  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  he  should  not  have  troubled 
the  house,  had  he  not  been  called  up  by  the  remarks 
of  his  colleague.  He  participated  with  Ihe  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  in  llie  difficullies  in  rcfer- 
ince  to  these  resoluiions.  He  did  not  believe  Ihis 
lioute  had  Ihe  right  lo  call  upon  the  president  of  Ihe 
United  Stales  lo  disclose  the  disposition  which  had 
been  made  of  Ihe  sern-t  service  fund. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll  interposed,  and  said  he  called 
for  the  disclosure  of  no  duty,  but  he  called  I'or  the 
deteclinn  of  an  abuse  and  neglect  o(  duty.  And, 
let  him  add  lo  Ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  thai  he 
would  be  satisfied,  if  he  (.Vlr.  I.)  mistook  not,  if  he 
suffered  this  inquiry  lo  be  consummated,  Ihat  one  of 
Ihe  reasons  why  Mr.  Tyler  discharged  Mr.  Webster, 
(and  he  had  infinite  difficulty  in  gelling  rid  of  him,) 
ivas  this  very  service. 

Mr.  Bayly,  resuming,  said,  if  the  gentleman  would 
so  modify  his  resolution  as  to  give  it  poinicd  refer- 
ence lo  the  corrupting  use  of  money,  or  the  use  of 
money  for  the  corruption  of  the  press— if  he  would 
so  confine  his  resolution  as  only  lo  refer  to  the  im- 
proper use  of  Ihat  secret  service  fund  of  the  United 
Slates— he  did  not  know  as  he  would  object  lo  it 

Mr.  Ingersoll.     That  is  all  il  is. 

Mr.  Bayly.  But  Ihe  resolution  is  too  broad,  il  ;s 
drawn  in  too  general  terms;  and  the  house  has  no 
right  to  call  upon  the  president,  unless  the  most  ob- 
vious and  vital  detriment  lo  the  public  interests  has 
been,  or  is  about  lo  be  effected  by  il,  for  any  in- 
formation  as  to  how  the  secret  service  fund  has  been 
expended.  In  this  government  and  in  oilier  govern- 
ments Ihe  secret  service  fund  is  conferred  expressly 
for  corruplion.  That  is  its  design.  I  call  things  by 
their  names;  it  is  a  mean  of  corruplion,  a  mean  of 
conducting  negotiations,  which  Ihe  wants  of  the  Old 
World,  and  he  might  add,  of  the  !Vew  World,  to 
some  extent  require;  a  mean  which  the  president 
must  have  for  success.  Why,  very  often  you  can 
only  get  important  mformalion  but  by  corruption; 
you  can  only  subsidize  spies  but  by  monev;  and  the 
only  security  the  government  can  have  in  gelling  that 
inlormaiion  from  individuals,  is  lo  give  them  certain 
grounds  of  belief  that  their  transactions  would  be 
forever  veiled  from  sight.  Lelthe  mode  in  which  Ihis 
secret  service  fund  is  expended  be  disclosed  to  Ihe 
world,  and  you  will  find  no  foreign  minister  hereafter, 
no  government  agent  successful  in  the  use  of  it.  He 
did  not  pretend  lo  know  that  any  portion  of  it  has 
thus  been  used  in  this  instance.  But  suppose  a  por- 
liou  of  this  secret  service  fund  had  been  used  in 
corrupting  some  foreign  subject,  you  disclose  the 
fact,  and  his  head  pays  Ihe  forfeit,  and  there  stands 
the  warning  lo  all  others  in  all  future  time,  and  your 
government  will  never  more  be  able  lo  obtain  in- 
formation  ol  this  kind.  He  doubled  exceedingly  if 
it  were  put  lo  him  now  to  pass  the  law  which  was 
passed  almost  coeval  wilh  Ihe  existence  of  this  gov- 
ernment erecting  the  secret  service  fund:  he  doubled 
whether  he  should  vote  for  il.  His  impression  was, 
he  would  not  vote  for  it.  It  is  following  a  bad,  a 
corrupt  example  of  other  governments,  which  was 
thought  necessary,  but  which  he  considered  of  ex- 
ceedi  gly  doubtful  propriety.  He  doubled  whether 
a  republican  government  like  ours,  whose  foundation 
rests  upon  the  virtue  of  ils  citizens,  whose  duly  it 
shoulc  be  to  set  examples  of  moral  rectitude  and 
elevated  moral  character,  whether— even  at  Ihe  sac- 
rifice  of  some  facililics  in  conducting  our  foreign  rc- 
laiions — It  ought  ever  to  have  inslituled  such  a  fund. 
But  they  have  done  il.  Jl  has  been  expended  as  a 
secret  sen  ice  fund;  and  ii  would  be  perfidious  now 
in  this  government— It  would  be  a  breach  ol  faith  — 
to  ptblish  lo  the  world  abuses  Ihat  have  been  made 
in  that  fund.  Jf  il  should  turn  out,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  supposed,  Ihal  Mr.  Webster 
had  applied  any  portion  ol  this  fund  to  private  use, 
to  ilie  corruption  ol  public  editors,  he  (Mr.  U.) 
should  say  it  was  a  use  ol  a  public  fund  1.  at  never 
coulil  have  been  anticipated  by  the  government  when 
It  eslablislied  this  lund,  jnd  ihe  exposure,  in  Ihis  in- 
stance, when  It  was  impossible  they  couhl  reach  :ill 
the  alleged  facts  if  ibcy  exist,  would  be  bni  a  poor 
eompensation  lor  the  injuries  we  should  do.  Did 
any  body  believe  tliat  ihe  Ibing  could  occur  here- 
alter— that  impotlanl  inlormaiion  of  this  kind  could 
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ever   be  obtained,    if  the   security  was  taken  away  i  dent  should  not  be  made  accountable  for  the  manner 

from  those  who  gave  it,  that  their  names  would  nev-  I  in  which  this  fund  is  used. 

er  be  disclosed?  Mr.  McKay.     This  is  the  provision  of  the  lavir 

Mr.  Ingersoll  again  interposed,  and  (Mr.  B.  yield-  I  "Where  any  sum  of  money  shall  be  drawn  from 
mg  tlie  floor,)  said  he  did  not  understand  that  this '  the  treasury  under  any  law  makini; appropriation  for 
fund  was  ever  applied  to  what  the  gentleman  called  i  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  Detween  the 
corruption,  ll  was  no  such  thing;  the  gentleman  to-  United  Stales  and  foreign  natirms,  the  presiilent  shall 
tally  misconceived  the  matter.  He  (.Mr.  I.)  had  had  i  cause  the  same  to  be  duly  settled  annually  with  the 
considerable  acquaintance  with  the  secret  movements  I  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury  by   causing  such 


of  this  government,  under  two  or  three  adminislra 
tions.  He  did  not  know  of  it;  he  did  not  believe  it; 
he  thought  the  gentleman  had  totally  mistaken  the 
matter,  and  his  whole  argument  was  based  not  only 
upon  a  mistake,  but  upon  an  imputation  on  his  own 
government,  which  he  could  not  sel  still  and  not 
deny. 

Mr.  Bayly  (resuming)  admitted  that  he  was  speak- 
ing on  this  subject  without  any  special  examination. 
He  hjd  not  aniicipaled  this  debate;  he  could  not  an- 
ticipate ii;  he  had  not  examined  the  laws  on  this  sub- 
ject; therefore  he  did  not  pretend  to  speak  with  ex- 
act precision;  but  he  did  know  the  general  character 
of  that  fund;  he  knew  that  it  was  given  to  the  presi    ( 


money  to  be  accounted  for  specially  in  all  instances 
wherein  the  expenditure  thereof  may,  in  his  judg- 
ment, he  made  public;  and  by  making  the  certificate 
of  the  amount  of  such  expenditures  as  he  may  think 
it  advisable  not  to  specifv;  and  such  certificate  shall 
be  deemed  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  su  ii  therein 
expressed  to  have  been  expended." 

Mr.  Ingersoll.     At  the  treasury? 

Mr.  McKay.     At  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Ingersoll.     That  is  all. 

Mr.  McKay  (continuing  his  sentence)  all  there- 
fore to  he  found  at  the  treasury  would  be  the  certi- 
fi''ate  of  the  president. 

Mr.  Ingersoll.      But  in  the  state  department  there 


dent  for  secret  purposes;  he  did  noFcare  whether  for  ]  would    be   found    the  evidence [The  rest  of  the 

purposes  of  corruption  or  otherwise.  Perhaps  he  sentence  was  lost  to  the  reporter  ] 
was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  it  was  for  corruption;  i  Mr.  McKay  (resuming.)  ll  is  a  very  small  amount, 
he  hoped  he  was.  But  would  it  alter  the  case?  If  it  ;  The  amount  of  money  expended  out  of  the  treasury 
was  given  for  any  other  secret  purpose  than  that  of  i  from  1899  down  to  1844,  wliich  has  been  settled  upon 
corruption,  was  it  proper  that  it  should  be  disclosed? ,  these  certificates  of  the  president.  Un  house  ivould 
The  disclosure  of  this  now  would  prevent  the  sue-  I  be  surprised  to  learn,  is  the  small  amount  ol  §5.460 
cessful  use  of  the  secret  service   fund   forever  here-  1  (Referring    to    the    document  which  he  held  in  his 

hand,)  he  said  the  first  expenditure  since  1839  was 
on  ihe  4ih  AugnsI,  1842.  #4.4C0,  and  on  the  29lh  of 
-Iiine,  1843,  $1,000— making  §5,460,  which  is  the 
whole  sum  expended  for  this  service  from  1829  to 
1844;  and   all   in   two  years  (not  one.)     That  is  the 


after. 

But  (continued  Mr.    B  )   he  did  not  wish  to  be  di 
verted  Iroiii  Itie  point  he  was  aiming  at.     He  did  not 
undeisland  precisely  Hie  object  of  these  resolutions. 
Are   they   designed  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  im-  :  „b;      i  j 
peachiiieiit  of  the  secretary  of  state?     He  is  out  of        ^J^   ,  °'^" 
*^at  Mr.  loger 

oftice.  '  * 

Mr   Ingersoll.     What  if  he  is? 

Mr.  Bayly.  1  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, as  a  good  lawyer,  whether  you  can  im- 
peach a  public  officer  alter  out  of  office?  It  is  the 
officer  you  impeach,  not  the  man.  1  ivould  like  to 
know  bow  you  can  impeach  an  officer  when  he  is  no 
longer  an  officer.  Would  you  impeach  him  as  a 
senator  for  acts  when  he  was  secretary  of  stale? — 
Would  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  tell  him 
that?  Mr.  B.  would  not  undertake  to  put  his  learn-  |  as  foJlo";s 
ing  in  opposition  to  that  of  the  distinguished  gentle- '"  " 
man;  but  he  was  willing  to  hazard  his  opinion  that 
you  cannot  impeach  him.  This  house  has  nothing 
to  do  with  impeaching  a  senator.  The  senate  of  the 
United  Stales  may  expel  hiin;  but  1  have  yet  to  learn 
that  this  house  can  bring  articles  of  impeachment 
against  a  senator,  not  because  of  acts  done  by  him  as  j 

uator,  but  as  secretary  of  state.     If,  therefore,  the  I 


gersull.  I  read  that  document  yesterday 
very  carefully. 

Mr.  Bayly,  (resuming.)  I  find  I  was  not  mistaken 
in  speaking  from  general  recollection  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  law  rf  specting  Ihe  secret  service  fund. 

Mr.  Boyd,  (iiilerposing)  said  he  proposed  to  amend 
the  resolution.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania would  accept  his  amendment,  and  modify 
his  resolution  accordingly. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Bojd  was  accordingly  read 


Provided,  That  no  document  or  matter  is  request- 
ed to  be  furnished  by  the  foregoing  resolutions  which 
in  the  opinion  of  Ihe  president  would  improperly  in- 
volve the  citizen  or  subject  of  any  foreign  power." 
The  amendment  was  accordingly  accepted,  and 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Ingersoll  was  so  modified. 

Mr.  Bayly  resumed,  and  proceeded  with  his  re- 
marks, in  part,  this  modification  obviated  his  ob- 
resolutions  are  moved  as  a  foundation  of  impeach- I  jcction.  The  call  ought  to  be  made  on  Ihe  presi- 
nient,  1  say  the  house  ought  not  to  pass  them.  If  dent,  and  not  on  the  secretary  of  stale.  But  ihe  call, 
they  are  moved  with  a  view  of  getting  hold  of  the  |  as  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  shown, 
eviderice  of  the  manner  in  which  this  secret  service  |  would  be  utterly  useless.     The  law  requires  that  the 


fund  has  been  managed,  I  do  humbly  think  another 
mode  of  proceeding  ought  to  be  instituted.  If  we 
knew  its  character,  possibly  my  objection  might  be 
f)bviated  by  appointing  a  coinmitteo  to  inquire  into 
the  manner  in  which  this  fund  has  been  employed, 
lid  let  this  committee,  in  which  this  house  can  con- 


fide— among   whom   ;  should  like  to  see  the  gentle-  |  I  assure  him. 


accounting  officers  shall  settle  the  account  merely 
on  the  certificate  of  the  president;  there  is  no  item, 
no  manner  in  which  any  body  can  ascertain,  in  the 
treasury  department,  or  elsewhere,  the  use  to  which 
the  money  has  been  applied. 

Mr.  Ingersoll.  The  gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken, 


nan  from  Pennsylvania — ascertain  the  use  to  which 
this  fund  has  been  applied;  but  it  seems  to  me  it  is 
going  too  far,  that  tins  information  should  be  pre- 
cipitately, hastily,  laid  before  Ihe  public.  If  I  right- 
ly heard  the  resolutions  read,  tiiey  are  not  even 
guarded  in  the  usual  way,  by  asking  that  the  informa- 
tion be  cuuiinunicated  "if  not  incompatible  with  the 
|iublic  interests." 

Mr.  Ingersoll.  They  ask  the  president  for  no 
thing.  They  exercise  the  power  of  this  house  to 
call  upon  the  secretary  of  stale  by  a  direction  that 
he  shall  make  Ihis  communication. 

Mr.  Bayly.  If  that  is  the  case,  it  is  perfectly  im- 
possible that  this  house  should  pass  these  resolutions. 
You  call  upon  the  secretary  of  state,  directly,  re- 
quiring him  to  communicate  to  this  house  informa- 
tion relating  to  our  foreign  aH'jiis!     With  all  due  de- 


Mr   Bayly.     1  speak  from  Ihe  law. 

Mr.  Ingersoll.  That  is  for  Ihe  settlement  at  the 
treasury — that  is  all.  Surely  the  gentleman  can  see 
the  difference,     ll  is  palpable,  1  think. 

Mr.  Bayly.  1  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining these  laws 

Mr.  Ingersoll.  You  may  call  on  the  president.  I 
have  not  the  slightest  objection,  I  am  sure. 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  has  the  power  to 
modify  his  resolution,  if  lie  desires. 

Mr.  Ingersoll.     Put  in  the  president,  then. 

[The  resolution  was  thus  modified,  so  as  to  make 
the  call  upon  the  president.] 

Mr.  Bayly.  With  one  more  remark  I  will  conclude. 
I  desire  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  lo  under 
stand  distinctly,  what  1  should  suppose  from  the  irri- 
tation of  his  manner,  he  does  not  understand. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,   (interposing.)     I  as: 


ference  to  the  experienced  chairman  of  the  commit- 

lee  on  foreign  afiairs,  1  say  it  is  utterly  without  pre-  j  not  at  aUirntated;  am  perfoctiy  calm 

cedent.     Make   your  call   upon  the  president,  if  at        Mr.  Bayly.     I  am  very  glaJ   lobe; 


Mr.  Ingersoll.  I  have  disclaimed  that  I  was  an- 
swering— (a  word  or  two  was  not  caught  by  the  re- 
porter.) 

Mr.  Bayly.  I  was  speaking  of  the  attacks  made 
upon  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Ingersoll.  I  know,  but  I  have  not  spoken  of 
those  attacks. 

Mr.  Bayly.  Well,  I  am  under  the  very  highest 
misapprehension,  then;  I  have  but  one  more  remark. 
I  have  no  desire  of  interposing  any  difficulty  in  the 
gentleman's  obtaining  information  to  meet  what  he 
considers  an  attack.  I  have  fallen  into  the  very 
strange  error,  as  this  house  will  see,  of  supposing 
they  were  pretty  embittered  attacks  upon  the  gentle- 
man. And  I  was  rejoiced  that  my  friend  from  N. 
Cartdina,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  made  this  objection  to  the  resolution, 
which  struck  me  at  the  firsl  blush,  as  is  known  to 
gentlemen  who  sit  near  me.  I  never  feel  embarrass- 
ed in  following  his  lead  on  any  sunject;  and  hence  at 
the  sacrifice  of  my  own  wishes,  1  have  made  these 
unpremeditated  and  desulloi'y  remarks. 

Mr.  Hilliard,  of  Alabama  said,  Ihal  it  was  a  rnis- 
fortune  that  a  man  like  Mr.  Webs'er,  whose  intellect 
and  public  services  have  rendered  the  name  of  his 
country  illustrious,  and  have  associated  it  abroad 
wilh  every  thini  that  is  to  be  Honored  and  beloved, 
should  have  so  few  personal  and  p'llilical  friends 
here.  1  am  not  on  terms  of  intimate  friendship  with 
that  gentleman,  bill  from  a  casuil  acq  laintance,  I 
have  seen  much  in  him  toadiaire  If  there  is  anything 
censurable  in  him,  I  have  nut  observed  it.  Still,  I 
repeat,  it  ill  becomes  the  friends  of  Mr.  Webster  to 
interpose  any  objection  to  the  passage  of  this  resolu- 
tion. 1  being  a  whig,  and  I  lake  this  occasion  to  say 
that  I  use  the  word  in  no  low  or  bitter  partizan 
sense,  and  that,  being  in  a  great  minority  here,  I 
avow  myself  honored  in  doin.;  battle  under  that  stan- 
dard. 1,  for  one,  will  interpose  no  objection;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  I  challenge  the  fullest  investigation 
into  the  conduct  of  a  man  who  came  into  office  as  1 
whig.  I  will  cheerfully  vole  for  this  resolution,  and 
I  trust  that  his  political  friends  here  will  imitate  my 
example.  If  there  is  any  thing  in  the  public  history 
of  Ihal  senator  of  an  unworthy  or  disgraceful  cha- 
racter, let  the  world  know  it. 

Mr.  Winthrop  rose,  not  to  defend  Daniel  Webster, 
who  had  given  sufficient  evidence  of  bis  ability  to 
defend  himself  against  every  charge  that  could  ba 
brought  against  him;  but  he  rose  in  defence  of  the 
honor,  the  character  and  dignity  of  the  house.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  lugersoll),  had 
arrayed  a  series  of  charges  against  Mr.  Webster; 
these  charges  were  denied  and  replied  to,  and  the 
gentleman,  under  the  immediate  sting  of  that  denial 
and  repulsion,  calls  upon  the  house  to  aid  him  m  ar- 
raying an  entirely  different  series  of  cnarges  against 
the  same  distinguished  person.  Mr.  W.  asked  why 
iliese  charges  were  not  brought  forward  before? — 
Why  a  sense  of  public  duly  and  public  honor,  require 
these  charges  should  be  made  at  some  other  time, 
than  when  the  gentleman  is  smarting  under  a  sense 
of  imagined  or  real  wrongs 

Mr.  Ingersoll  said  he  had  never  heard  of  them  till 
yesterday. 

Mr  Winthrop  hoped  the  whole  history  of  the  se- 
cret service  fund  would  be  laid  before  the  house,  to 
see  what  was  its  use  in  the  case  of  Texas  and  Loui- 
siana, as  in  the  case  of  the  northeistern  boundary. 
Mr.  W.  thought  the  whole  proceeding  beneath  the 
character  and  dignity  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  S.  C.  called  upon  the  house  lo  de- 
liberate before  they  adopted  a  measure  which  might 
be  fraught  \vith  mischief,  in  unveiling  all  that  had 
been  done  by  the  government  under  a  law  rendered 
necessary  by  the  exigencies  of  all  governments, 
which  authorised  the  expenditure  of  secret  service 
money  at  certain  periods  and  for  certain  purposes. — 
ftlr.  H.  referred  to  Madison,  who  thought  proper  to 
employ  secret  agents  to  elicit  important  acts  involv- 
ing the  very  desiiny  of  this  confederacy. 

Mr.  Seddon  said  no  one  rouM  feel  more  surprised 
at  the  sudden  and  unexpected  debate  which  had  been 
sprung  upon  the  commitlce  on  the  resolution  of  the 
you  I  am  1  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  than  himself; 
I  but  he  trusted  this  house  would  not  allow  itself  to  be 
thrown  from  the  balance  of  correct  judgment,  or  be 


all.     Guard  it  m'lhe  usual  w'ay;  ask  him  tooocnniu-  j      Mr.  Ingersoll,  (continiiiiig   bis  sentence)— in  very    carried    away  by  the  exciting  feelings  naturally  in- 
nicate  ll,   if  not  incompatible  with   the  public  iiilor- ,  good  humor  with   myself,  and   not  at  all   in  bad  hu-  |  spired  by  the  character  of  this  resolution.  He  thought 


esl».  IJo  not,  in  a  mailer  concerning  your  foreign  irnorwithmy  Iriend 
relation*,  concerning  the  secret  service  fund,  which  [  Air.  Bayly.  1  am  very  happy  to  hear  it.  Nothing 
IS  oonneottd  with  your  foreign  relations,  do  not  go  was  further  from  my  intention,  (continued  Mr.  B.) 
lo  the  secretary  of  state,  and  iiol  even  allow  discre-  I  than  lo  interfere  in  the  contest  which  has  grown  up 
tion  in  hiin,  and  ruijuire  bira  to  answer  the  call,  is  \  between  the  two  distinguished  members  of  the  two 
this  house  prepared  fur  that?  1  hope  my  friend  from  houses;  ihcy  arc  able  to  fighl  out  their  battles  them- 
Norlh  Carolina,  tlic  chairman  of  the  committee  on  j  selves;  and  my  friend  will  not  understand  mc  as  de- 
ways  and  nicuiis,  will  read  the  law  lo  the  house;  I  i  siring  to  interfere  in  this  controversy,  and  not  to  in- 
bclieve  he  haa  ll.  iMy  impression  of  the  terms  of  I  terpose  any  obstacle  in  his  way  ill  making  out  a  full 
the  statute  is  not  very  disUncl;  my  recollection  ol  I  and  complete  vindication  of  himself  against  t!ic  nt- 
ttie  law  IS,  that  on  its  lace  it  declares  that  the  presi-  I  tack  made  upon  bini. 


-hen  this  house  camo  calmly  to  view  the  real  cha- 
racter of  the  question  now  presented  to  it,  it  would 
at  once  be  seen  by  all  parties  that  there  was  great 
and  palpable  propriety  in  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution somewhat  modified  in  its  form.  And  he 
thought  the  propriety  of  its  adoption  was  even  more 
clear  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  the  distinguished 
senator  from  Massachusclts,  who  has  been  alluded 
to,  than  upon  any  other  portion  of  this  house.  Mr 
S.  (who  in  many  portions  of  his  remarks  was  doubt- 
fully heard),  as  far  as  could  be  gathered,  proceeded 
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to  say  that,  after  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  risen,  and  upon  his  official  responsibili- 
ty, declared,  not  from  hearsay,  but  from  personal 
knowledge  and  examinalion,  that  the  proiluctinn  of 
certain  documents,  in  the  official  archives  of  the 
ration,  would  show  that  a  high  fiim  lionarj  of  llie 
government  ha»  been  guilty  of  frajd,  coiruplioti  and 
peculation.  When  a  charge  so  serious,  so  grave  in 
its  character,  was  thus  deliberately  made  by  a  re- 
presenlalive  in  his  seat,  it  became  the  duty  of  Ibis 
house  to  make  the  inquiry;  it  was  due  lo  the  bono 
rable  senator  himself,  upon  whom  these  charges 
v^ere  made.  He  made  ni>t  the  slightest  pretension  lo 
be  a  friend, "cither  politically  or  personally,  of  the 
honorable  Senator  fmrn  Massachnsetis;  but  he  was 
an  American,  and  wishing  to  preserve,  (as  far  it 
could  consislenllj  be  done  with  Iruth),  pure  and  sa 
cred  the  reputation  of  American  statesmen,  he  was 
not  willing  that  any  man  n  ho  has  held  the  high  sta- 
tion of  secretary  ol  slate,  should  b>  charged  publicly 
with  these  high  oflenres,  and  the  o(iporlnnity  of  in- 
vestigation and  proof  be  denied  He  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  (.Mr.  Hilliard),  that 
that  senator's  friends  ought  to  come  forward,  and 
boldly  and  manfully  challenge  investigation  into  this 
grave  charge  in  this  house,  Khich  was  the  grand  in- 
quest of  the  nation. 

Bui  while  he  thought  this  investigation  ought  to  be 
made,  he  did  not  Ihink  they  ought  to  carry  this  in- 
quiry one  whit  beyond  Ihe  necessity  which  calls  for 
it.  He  thought  the  resolution  ought  so  Ui  be  amend- 
ed as  to  limit  this  inquiry  and  this  disclosure  to  the 
period  during  which  it  was  alledged  these  acts  of 
peculation  and  fraud  were  committed.  He  thought 
so.  He  believed,  as  a  general  rule,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  great  and  serious  public  injury  must 
be  sustained  by  the  development  of  the  manner  in 
wnah  this  secret  service  fund  has  been  used.  The 
very  end  and  purpose  of  the  fund  would  be  Irustrat 
ed  a"nd  set  al  naught,  if  they  allowed  the  general  de- 
velopment without  great  and  serious  cause.  He 
thought  Ihe  allegaiion  made  from  a  high  source,  of 
fraud  and  peculation  on  the  pan  of  a  distinguished 
public  functionary,  constituted  reason  abundant  for 
the  exception  from  the  rule  in  this  particular  case. 
The  inquiry  ought  to  be  made  in  Ihis  particular 
case,  but  it  ought  lo  be  limited  merely  to  the  case, 
for  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  had  already  Deen  shown 
by  one  or  two  genllemen,  that  to  bring  it  down  to 
Ihe  present  time  might  do  most  serious  detriment  in 
the  present  loreign  relations  of  the  country.  Our 
foreign  atlairs  nere  now  unsettled:  who  could  deubt 
that  in  Ihe  wise  administration  and  use  of  this  secret 
service  luiid,  (be  spoke  eiiurely  without  positive 
knowledge  on  the  subject),  there  were  agenis  now 
employed?  It  Has  unwise,  therefore,  to  extend  the 
Inquiry  down  lo  the  present  time. 

But  a?  the  objection  that  this  disclosure,  if  limited 
to  the  particular  time  during  which,  Mr.  Webster 
was  secretary  of  slate,  would  afford  no  just  opportu 
nity  of  comparing  its  use  with  its  use  under  other 
administrations,  and  that  what  taken  by  itself,  might 
seem  an  improper  application  of  the  fund,  when 
compared  with  ihe  practice  of  the  governmenl,  would 
find,  in  some  measure  at  least,  a  juslilicalion,  had 
some  weighi,  Mr.  S.  contended,  that  if  any  other 
period  was  to  be  embraced  in  the  inquiry,  it  should 
be  some  preceding  and  not  some  subsequenl  one. — 
He  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  properly  modifi- 
ed, and  he  should  vote  lor  it  with  a  desire  to  do  jus- 
tice lo  the  high  funclionary  whose  character  was  as- 
sailed, and  not  with  the  slightest  desire  to  injure  or 
impair  bis  well  deserved  fame. 

In  conclusion  he  ottered  the  following  ameadment 
to  the  resolution. 

Alter  the  rtgurss  1341,  insert  "until  the  retire- 
ment of  Daniel  Webster,  esq.  from  ihe  department 
of  slate." 

Mr.  liigersoll  accepted  as  a  modification  of  Ihe  re 
solutions  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Seddon. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  said,  that  the  most  malerial  p  irt 
of  the  resolution  was  unwarranted,  because  it  requir- 
ed an  exhibition  ot  the  manner  m  which  a  fund  has 
been  expended,  in  respect  to  which  it  was  required, 
by  the  laws  and  the  consliiution,  that  perpetual  se- 
crecy should  be  maintaineil.  Mr.  A.  refuled  the  idea 
Ihat  the  object  of  this  fund  is  necessary  lo  corrup 
lion.  While  he  was  president,  he  had  given  a  eerli- 
ficate  for  the  expenditure  of  one  year's  appropriation 
of  this  fund  (for  a  ireaty  of  commerce  wiih  ihe  riu- 
blime  Porte),  in  w.^ich  there  was  no  more  corruption 
than  in  the  present  debate,  'i  be  resolution  is  also 
wrong,  because  it  makes  the  »ecrelary  of  state  re 
sponsible  for  the  money  expended,  lor  which  he  is 
Dol  in  Ihe  least  responsible.  The  law  requires  that 
It  shall  be  expended  by  the  order  of  the  president 
bimsell — and  the  secretary  of  slate  hasnoUiing  to  do 
wiih  It.  If  the  genlleman  intends  to  impeach  any 
body  for  Ihe  expenoiture  of  that  money,  il  must  be 
John  Tyler  and  uot  Uamel  Webster. 


Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll.  1  am  anxious  to  say,  that  in 
all  this  business,  so  far  as  1  know,  Mr.  Tyler's  con- 
duct has  been  irreproachable,  and  my  object  is  to 
get  at  a  guilty  secretary  who  abused  Ihat  power. 

Mr.  Adams.  If  such  money  be  expended  by  the 
secretary  of  stale,  it  must  be  by  an  order  of  the  pre- 
sident, and  that  order  is  to  answer  lor  all  the  more 
minute  details  required  in  all  the  other  accounts  set- 
tled at  the  treasury  deparlmenl. 

So  far  as  concerns  the  charge  of  corruption  against 
a  scnalnr  of  the  U.  Stales  from  my  own  immediate 
commonwealth — a  man  highly  honored  by  his  fellow 
citizens  not  only  for  the  services  rendered  in  the  ne 
gotiations  of  that  Ireaty,  but  for  many  other  public 
services  nf  the  first  importance — I,  for  my  part, 
have  no  objection  to  call  for  any  thing  in  the  deparl- 
Mienl  of  slale,  because  il  is  my  full  belief  that  any 
thing  which  is  eliriled  by  that  inquiry  will  oporale 
far  more  to  juslily  him  than  to  suslain  the  chargirs 
against  him. 

Mr.  Adams  dissented  from,  the  doctrine  that  the 
moment  a  public  office  expires,  the  day  of  irnpeach- 
inenl  has  passed.  A  public  officer  is  auiciialile  lo 
impeaehoient  while  he  lives,  because  (Mr.  A.  said, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  B.iyly,)  disqualification  to  hold  any 
office  under  the  Unile<l  .Slates,  a  punishment  greater 
ill  his  opinion  than  removal  from  office,  clings  to  him 
through  life. 

Mr.  Yancey  had  examined  the  consliiution  and 
found  that  money  expended  for  secret  purposes  must 
be  accounted  for  as  well  as  any  other  funds  drawn 
from  the  treasury. 

The  peculiar  spirit  of  the  American  government 
requires  that  this  house  should  exercise  the  right  of 
calling  to  a  strict  account  all  wno  were  charged 
with  the  expenditure  of  public  money.  The  gross 
attack  made  on  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll),  warranted  this  in- 
quiry. It  showed  that  its  author  had  neither  dignity 
nor  morality  in  his  character.  The  author  of  such 
abuse  deserved  no  respect  or  consideration  from  us. 
Even  his  own  friends  cuuld  not  object  to  the  proposed 

His  honorable  colleague  (.Mr.  Hilliard),  had  said 
that  iMr.  Webster  was  respected,  honored,  and  loved 
abroad,  and  that  he  was  the  proudest  boast  of  every 
American.  He  should  despise  himself  as  an  Ameri- 
can if  he  could  think  so. 

Mr.  Hilliard  said  he  spoke  of  Mr.  Webster's  public 
character,  and  he  did  know  that  Mr.  Webster  did 
occupy  in  Europe  as  a  statesman  as  high  a  position 
in   public  estimation  as  any  man  that  biealhed. 

Mr.  Yancey  asked  what  public  acts  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster's life  had  made  the  American  name  loved  and 
respected  abroad.'  Was  il  his  course  in  the  contest 
with  the  lion  power  of  Eujjland.'  Did  that  make  him 
loved  abroad?  Did  his  votes  against  the  supply  of 
provisions  and  clotning  for  bare  footed  and  starving 
American  soldiers  attach  l.onor  to  his  name?  Was  il 
that  that  made  England  love  him. 

Mr.  Yancey  asked  whether  Mr.  Webster's  course 
on  the  French  question  entitled  him  to  respect,  when 
the  noble-hearted  Jackson  was  endeavoring  to  enforce 
France  lo  a  luUilmcnt  of  her  treaty  stipulation.'  Did 
not  Mr.  Webster  say  in  the  senate,  thai  he  would  not 
vote  a  cent  even  if  the  British  were  balleiiug  down 
the  walls  of  Ihe  capitol.'  Was  it  nut  declared  here 
by  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Adams),  in  regard  lo  Ihat  God-like  man,  whose 
name  was  so  much  honored  and  loved  abroad,  that 
he  bad  but  one  more  step  to  take,  and  that  was  lo 
join  the  enemy  in  battering  down  the  vvalls  of  the 
capitol.'  Were  these  the  acts  thai  caused  his  col- 
league to  say  that  his  name  was  honored  and  respect- 
ed abroad?  As  to  the  Ashburton  treaty  he  was  con- 
tent to  let  that  subject  sleep;  but  be  must  say, 
a  betier  treaty  could  have  been  made;  he  must  say 
that  an  American  negotiator  in  whom  was  fell  the 
pulsations  of  an  American  heart  would  havedemand- 
ed  something  like  a  satisfactory  apology  for  the  mur- 
der of  Durfee. 

Bui  the  venerable  genlleman  from  .Vlassachusetts, 
(Mr.  .\dams),  says  that  the  secretary  of  state  was 
not  responsible,  but  the  president,  for  the  use  of  the 
secret  service  money.  All  the  recommendations  for 
application  of  the  fund,  were  however,  made,  by  the 
secretary,  and  the  vouchers  were  by  him  placed  bo- 
lore  the  president.  If  the  moniy  was  improperly 
expended  it  was  the  fault  of  the  secretary.  Il  was 
ine  duly  of  ihis  house  to  present  articles  ol  impeach- 
ment, and  of  the  senate  lo  try  him.  How  could  this 
house  present  the  articles  unless  they  could  call  for 
the  necessary  papeis.'  This  house  had  a  right  to  de- 
mand a  staleiucnt  of  the  manner  In  which  the  public 
money  was  expended.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ingersoll),  had  slated  how 
the  money  was  expended,  and  he  staled  it  on  his 
responsibility,  and  therefore  the  subject  ought  to  be 
examined.  .„,>..._.  -  . 


He  protested  solemly  against  the  remark  that  the 
character  of  Mr.  Webster  was  loved  and  honored. 
His  Inlents  were  ad  nired;  as  he  would  agree.  Many 
names  went  lo  posterity  wiih  opprobrium,  while  the 
names  of  honest  men  were  lost  in  obscurity.  The 
name  of  Benedict  Arnold  would  he  remembered 
through  all  time,  while  many  a  gallant  soldier  who 
fought  barefooted  and  bareheaded  for  his  country, 
would  be  forgotten.  He  would  like  to  know  one 
fact:  Was  Mr.  Webster  the  pensioned  agent  of  .Mas- 
sachusBlts  mannl'aclurers?  It  had  been  stated  that 
Ihe  sum  of  §100,1)01)  had  been  paid  lo  him,  or  settled 
on  his  family,  for  services  which  he  was  to  render 
here  to  the  manufacturing  interests.  The  laritf 
would,  he  hoped,  soon  conic  up  lor  discussion  here; 
and  he  would  ask  whether  Mr.  Webster's  views  on 
ibe  subject  would  be  regarded  by  his  brother  sena- 
tors as  the  views  of  an  independent  and  disinterested 

Mr.  Hilliard  said  in  reply  in  his  honorable  col- 
league, for  whom  he  eiiterlained  a  high  respect,  that 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  Mr.  Webster's  political 
eirors,  and  as  to  the  charges  brought  against  Mr. 
Webster,  he  would  believe,  U'ltil  tliey  were  proved, 
that  tliey  arose  from  misconception.  If  .Mr.  Web- 
ster's course  was  uuforiunute  as  to  the  war,  he  (Mr. 
H  )  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  would  envy  the 
feelings  of  no  one  who  would  turn  over  the  pages  of 
filth  and  vile  party  defamation  to  rake  up  charges- 
against  any  man. 

What  he  had  to  say  was,  that  ho  had  noticed  with 
pi  idi^  and  satislaclion,  when  in  Enrupe,  tint  the  name 
of  Webster  was  loved,  lionore,d  and  respic  ed.  He 
would  meet  the  respoasibilily  of  thisderla.aiion  here  . 
and  elsewhere.  Did  his  colleaguu  seek  to  identify 
him  on  this  account  with  Mr.  Webster's  political  er- 
rors, and  use  it  against  him  al  home? 

Mr.  Yancy  said,  that  he  was  a.vare  that  the  de- 
claration was  uttered  in  the  warmth  of  feeling.  He 
had  attributed  it  only  lo  that  cause. 

Mr.  Hilliard  was,  he  said,  going  on  to  remark,  that 
among  the  most  eininenl  persons  in  Europe  no  Ame- 
rican name,  next  to  the  name  of  Washington,  was 
held  in  higher  respect  than  that  of  Daniel  Webster. 
[Here  some  hisses  were  heard.] 
I  repeat,  said  Mr.  H  ,  no  ett'ort  lo  put  down  such 
an  expression  will  succeed.  I  defy  any  one  to  point 
lo  a  single  living  American  who  stands  higher  ia 
Europe  than  Mr.  Webster.  1  do  nut  gne  my  own 
opinion  only,  but  I  sl,.te  the  fact  ihat,  m  all  the  , 
glorious  constellation  ol  American  names,  none  ia 
blighter  in  European  es'.iination  than  that  of  Web- 
ster. He  did  not  say  this  on  account  of  any  inti- • 
macy  or  particular  friendship  with  that  geiille- 
,  man.  His  relations  towards  hiiu  were  not  of  Ihat 
character. 

I  Mr.  Websler  had  repelled,  perhaps,  loo  warmly 
I  the  attacks  made  upon  him;  but  did  he  provoke  the 
I  controversy?  Had  he  not  occasion  to  speak  withse- 
I  verily?  and  did  not  the  h  ■norable  gentleman  from 
j  Pennsylvania  acknowledge  that  he  had  given  hira 
j  just  cause  of  oH'ence?  VVho  began  the  assault  in  the 
senate?  It  was  not  Mr.  Webster.  Had  it  come  to. 
this,  thai  because  an  assault  had  been  made  by  one  . 
member  of  a  party  upon  an  individual,  the  whole 
should  join  in  il,  and  cry  down  with  him? 

It  seemed  lo  him,  Ihat  the  higher  :i  man  rose  in' 
public  estimation,  the  more  vehement  were  the  as-  ' 
saults  made  upon  him.  No  man  was  a  uariner  whig 
than  himself,  (.Mr.  H  ,)  but  he  had  charity  for  his 
political  opponenls.  Gentlemen  accustomed  only 
to  the  atmosphere  of  party  may  not  know  that  men 
are  estimated  abroad  by  standards  lo  which  they  do 
not  refer.  His  desire  was  that  a  most  searching  in- 
vestigation of  this  mailer  should  lake  place.  Il  was 
due  to  Mr.  Webster,  to  his  friends,  and  to  the  coun- 
liy.  If  Mr.  Webster  had  been  so  unforlunate  as  lo 
combine  all  Ihe  sections  of  the  parly  against  him, 
be  would  ycl  consider  it  his  duty,  as  an  Ame- 
rican, to    rescue    his   name    from  their  reproach 

He    must  be   allowed    lo   say,   that   his   disposition 
prompted  him,  in   such  a  case   as    this,  to   take  side 
wiih  the  weaker  party.     He  knew  nol  how  the  hon-  ' 
orable  genlleman    from    Pennsylvania    oblained  Ihe  ' 
information  which   he  said  he  possessed.     Who  fur- 
nished It  to  him?     It  was  in  the  keeping  only  of  Iho 
administration.     Did    the   administration    fornish  it  ' 
lor  the   purpose  of  striking  a  blow  at  a  prominent  ■ 
opponent? 

As  10  .Mr.  Websler  being  employed  by  Ihe  manu- 
facturers as  a  pensioned  agent,  he  knew  nothing  at  all 
about  il,  he  was  nol  responsible  for  any  of  the  acta 
ol  that  senator.  He  had  staled  the  simple  fact,  and 
il  was  true — and  every  man  who  had  been  abroad 
w.iuld  admit  It— Dial  Ihc  greatest  name  ol  all  living 
Americans  iii  Europe  was  thai  of  Websler.  .Mr.  H. 
now  felt  bound,  he  said,  to  renew  Ihe  niolion  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  IngersoH's  resolutions  were  then  adopted:— 
ayes  136,  noes  23.  .   .--j-^^iA 
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MoN-DAT.  April  27.  As  soon  as  the  journal  was 
read,  Mr.  C/ius.  J.  hi^ersoU  rose  and  asked  leave  to 
make  a  personal  explanation. 

Objections  beine  made,  the  rules,  by  a  vote  of  102 
to  25,  were  suspended. 

Mr.  C.  J-  Ingersoll,  spoke  as  follows — 

Mr.  Speaker:  When  Mr.  Webster,  in  virulf^nt 
terms,  in  the  senate,  assailed  my  truth,  concerning 
transactions  of  which  truth  ought  to  be  m  the  depart- 
Dient  of  slate,  I  went  there  in  search  of  them  fur  my 
Tinitication.  As  a  member  of  ttie  conimittee  of  for- 
eign aflairs,  for  some  years,  I  have  had  some  freedom 
of  access  there,  though  probably  none  which  any 
other  member  of  congress  is  not  entitled  to. 

Searching  for  proofs,  not  to  expose  him,  but  vin- 
dicate mysell,  1  fell  most  unexpectedly  on  others, 
which  led  me,  next  day  to  denounce  him  as  a  delin- 
quent. 

When  the  president's  answer  to  the  resoluiion  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  refused  certain  docu- 
ments, I  repeated,  in  general  assertion,  the  fact  of 
his  delinquency,  and  added  that  it  is  easily  suscepti- 
ble of  proof.  My  friends  advised  me  to  go  no  fur- 
ther, supposing  that  Mr.  Webster  would  challenge 
investigation. 

Not  having  done  so,  but  having  again,  with  oppro 
brious  language,  in  senate,  charged  me  with  slander, 
and  called  upon  me  to  substantiate  my  accusation  of 
him,  I  now  submit  a  short  statement,  which  may  be 
tested  as  to  truth. 

There  are  three  charges  of  delinquency: 

1st — Unlawful  use  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the 
contingent  service  of  foreign  intercourse,  commonly 
called  the  secret  service  fund. 

2dly — Misapplying  part  of  that  fund  to  corrupt 
party  presses. 

3dly — Leaving  the  department  of  state  in  default 
to  that  fund. 

1st — Congress  appropriates  annually  a  small  sum, 
commonly  $3(1,(1011,  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
foreign  intercourse;  the  disbursement  of  part  of 
which  is  sometimes  usefully  clandestine,  but  never, 
as  has  been  erroneously  supposed,  corrupt.  When- 
ever, in  the  president's  opinion,  it  would  be  wrong 
to  make  public  how  any  part  of  it  is  disposed  of,  he 
so  certifies,  an^l,  by  the  act  of  congress,  his  mere  cer- 
tificate is  sufficient  voucher  at  the  treasury  for  the 
required  settlement. 

These  funds  have,  for  the  last  sixteen  years,  if 
not  always,  been  in  the  hands  of  a  clerk,  called,  by 
acts  of  congress,  the  disiursiiig  agent  of  the  depart- 
ment of  state,  who  kept  them  in  banks,  as  agent. — 
The  official  routine  is  for  the  president,  on  the  requi- 
sition of  the  secretary  of  state,  to  authorise  payment 
of  the  money  from  the  treasury  to  the  disbursing 
agent  of  the  state  department,  the  disbursing  agent 
is  debited  at  the  treasury  wilh  the  sum  drawn  in- 
to the  department  of  state,  keeps  it  to  his  credit  as 
agent,  in  bank,  and  gives  checks  as  required  by  the 
secretary,  for  payment  to  any  person  he  may  ilesig 
nale. 

In  this  way  the  first  check  1  saw,  when  I  went  to 
the  department,  was  drawn  by  the  agent  for  the  ser- 
vice at  New  York  in  McLeod's  case,  $1,000. 

But,  shortly  after  President  Harrison's  death,  and 
befure  Vice  President  Tyler  was  at  home  in  chief 
magistracy,  in  April,  1841 — Mr.  Secretary  Webster 
began  an  entirely  novel  method  of  dealing  with  the 
secret  service  fund.  Instead  of  directing  the  dis- 
bursing agent  to  pay  any  third  person,  Mr.  Webster 
required  the  money  to  be  paid  to  himself. 

In  this  way  he  drew  to  himsell  from  the  disbursing 
agent  twelve  thousand  dollars  during  the  first  nine 
months  of  .Mr.  Webster's  incumbency  as  secretary, 
about  $1,300  a  month,  in  1841,  and  three  thousand 
dollars  more  early  in  1843. 

Thus  he  took  into  his  own  hands  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  in  his  first  twelve  months.  The  president, 
there  is  written  evidence  in  ihe  department  to  show, 
never  authorised  this,  knew  nothing  of  it,  and  when 
first  appn.■^ed  of  it,  more  than  fourteen  months  alter 
it  had  been  going  on,  to  the  large  amount  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  refused  it  his  sanction. 

It  was  not  till  July,  1842,  as  the  evidence  in  the 
deportment  shows,  in  Mr.  Webster's  handwriting, 
that  he  got  a  president's  certificate  for  four  thousand 
tour  hundred  anil  sixty  dollars.     [<i4,46U.] 

That  president's  certificate,  of  wliicli  1  look  a  min- 
ute, dated  19lh  July,  1842,  is:— 
To  J.  J.  Crittenden,  for  expenses  of  journey 

to  New  York,  §100 

To  1''.   O.   J.   Smith,  for  services  connected 

with  the  northeastern  boundary,  2,000 

To  Alexander  Powell,  lor  ji>uriiey  to  and 
•lay  on  the  frontier  in  1941,  on  the  sub 
jecl  of  the  disturbances,  1,000 

With  several  other  items. 
The   first  item    in   this   short   account   concerning 
McLeod,  will  show  how  1  was  led  from  that  to  othcV 


objects,  and  some  of  the  other  items  will  sho  v  the 
agents  whom,  as  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Webster 
employed.  Both  houses  of  congress,  if  not  the  pub- 
lic at  large,  have  not  been  left  in  ign-irance  of  the 
characters  of  some  of  those  on  whom  the  secretary 
of  state  bestowed  large  sums  of  public  money,  if 
their  receipts  correctly  vouch  what  (hey  got 

In  a  memorandum  of  payments  to  Mr.  Webster, 
by  authorilv  of  the  president,  there  is  a  -niniite  dated 
June  23,  1842,  "By  cash  returned,  $5,000." 

After  drawing  §15,000  to  himself  during  fifteen 
months,  during  which  period  there  is  no  trace  of 
what  he  did  with  those  large  sums,  he  appears  to 
have  returned  one  third  of  the  anioun'  withdrawn. — 
Why  return  it,  if  taken  for  any  public  purpose? — 
Where  had  it  been  kept?  If  in  any  placeof  deposite, 
was  it  separate  from  Mr.  Webster's  private  funds.' 
Did  he  use  it.' 

These  $5,000  were  returned  ten  days  after,  accord- 
ing to  the  published  correspondence,  his  negotiations 
A'lth  the  British  envoy  extraordinary,  began  by  con- 
versational and  confidential  intercourse,  without  pro- 
tocols or  other  usual  records  of  such  transactions. 

In  1843,  Mr.  Webster  took  to  himself  $2,000  more 
—making  altogether  $17,000. 

On  closing  his  account,  crediting  the  $5,000  rt- 
turned,  and  various  other  sums,  there  remained  a 
balance  against  him  of  $2,290  of  the  secret  service 
fund.  One  of  his  credits  against  it  was  for  $1,400, 
published  in  house  documents,  report  No.  29,  first 
session,  28th  congress — report  of  Mr.  Rogers  for 
maps,  charts,  surveys,  and  expenses  of  bringing 
them  to  the  seat  of  government,  and  for  copies  of 
transcripts,  and  for  various  agencies  to  procure  in- 
formation connected  with  the  boundary  treaty. 

This  Inarticulate  and  comprehensive  mixture  ol 
many  incongruous  items,  wilhout  specification  of 
prices,  dales,  or  any  apparent  lest  of  rectitude,  Mr. 
Secretary  Webster  certified  himself  as  a  proper  cre- 
dit for  himself,  and  deducted  from  his  debit  to  the 
secret  service  fund.  Wilhout  that  credit  his  default 
to  that  fund  would  have  been  $3,690,  instead  of 
$2,290,  which  it  was  when  he  was  removed  from  of- 
fice. 

The  $17,000  were  in  his  hands,  contrary  to  uni- 
form usage;  if  used  by  him,  contrary  to  the  sub- 
treasury  act.  Whether  so,  is  for  him  to  make  ap 
pear.      1  he  burden  of  proof  is  on  him. 

2dly — Application  of  the  secret  service  fund  to 
corrupt  party  presses.  The  Ashburton  treaty  bears 
date  the  9th  August,  1842.  Congress  were  then  in 
session;  and,  as  Mr.  Adams  has  charged  me  lately,  I 
confess  1  did  what  liiile  1  could,  as  one  of  a  small 
minority  in  the  house  of  representatives,  (we  had  40 
votes,  i  think,  under  the  previous  question,)  to  resist 
a  treaty  whicli  IVlr.  Webster  has  lately  stated  in  the 
senate,  granted  near  half  a  million  of  dollars  from 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  to  the  people  of 
Maine  and  Massachusetts. 

What  1  am  now  enabled  to  add,  of  revelation  from 
the  department  of  state,  will  prove  that  my  instincts 
of  aversion  to  the  treaty  were  even  truer  than  rea- 
son. 

In  the  department  of  state  there  is  now  a  letter, 
signed  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  marked  private,  dated  Port- 
land, the  12lh  of  August,  1842,  addressed  to  Mr. 
Webster,  secretary  of  state,  subsiantially  as  follows: 
It  begins  by  congratulating  Mr.  Webster  on  his 
settlement  of  the  [Maine  boundary  question  by  a  new 
mode  of  afproaching  the  subject,  after  forty  years  of 
diplomacy,  without  which  new  mode  another  forty 
years  of  diplomacy  would  have  come  to  nothing. 

[Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith  sceins  to  have  suggested  the 
boast  with  which  his  correspondent,  Mr.  Webster, 
hugged  himself  in  his  elaborate  vindication  in  sen- 
ate.] 

Mr.  Smith  informs  Mr.  Webster  by  this  letter  that 
he  had  occasion  to  resort  to  services  and  influences, 
in  order  to  adjust  Ihe  tone  and  direction  of  the  party 
presses,  and  through  them  of  public  sentiment,  to  a 
i  purpose  so  desirable  of  accomplishment  under  Mr. 
Webster's  administration. 

Mr.  Smith,  therefore,  submits  a  claim  or  account, 
if  I  recollect  right,  in  blank,  for  Mr.  Webster  to  fill 
up,  of  which  he  calls  for  payineiit  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund.  Mr.  Smith  presumes  that  the  contingent 
fund  will  be  ample,  and  Mr.  Webster':>  control  of  it 
complete,  to  do  i\  liai  he  may  think  just. 

TliB  sums  Mr.  Smith  vouches  as  got  by  him  from 
Mr.  Webster  are  $2,000  for  services  connected  with 
the  northeastern  liuunriary,  and  two  years  after  he 
vouches  S500  more,  as  will  be  shown. 

3dly — Leaving  Ihe  department  of  state  in  debt  lo 
the  secret  service  fund,  2,290. 

The  records  of  the  department  show  this  default 
beyond  all  denial  or  question, 

'I'licy  show,  furthermore,  that  it  was  neither  paid 
or  accounted  for  during  nearly  two  yuai*  alter  Mr. 
Webster's  removal  from  oUice. 


They  show  several  letters  sent  to  him  by  President 
Tyler's  direction,  urging  payment,  and  evasive  ex- 
cuses from  Mr.  Webster  fur  non-payment. 

At  length,  a  peremptory  letter  that  exposure 
would  or  iiii',;ht  be  the  consequence  of  more  delay, 
produced  reimbursement.  But  settlement  did  not 
take  place  till  ihe  1st  February,  1845,  ten  days  be- 
fore  president  Polk  arrived  in  Washington  to  be  in- 
augurated, when  Mr.  Webster  produced  another 
voucher  from  Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  for  an  additional 
$500.  and  other  vouchers,  one  from  George  Smith 
for  $500. 

George  Smith,  since  dead,  denied  that"he  had  ever 
been  paid  or  vouched  more  than  $150,  lo  which  sum 
Mr.  Webster  reduced  the  $500  at  first  demanded,  as 
his  agent,  now  in  Washington,  will  prove. 

Granting  all  the  vouchers  Mr.  Webster  produced, 
there  was,  nevertheless,  a  balance  of  about  $1,200 
due  from  him,  at  all  events,  when  he  left  the  depart- 
ment. That  sum  he  was  in  default  to  the  secret  ser- 
vice fund,  after  crediting  everything  in  the  way  of 
re-payment,  offset,  or  voucher,  that  he  claimed. 

In  all  I  have  said  in  this  affair,  no  allusion  has 
been  made  to  any  private  aggravation.  Regretting 
the  exposure  forced  from  me,  having  afforded  Mr, 
Webster  several  opportunities  to  meet  the  charges 
in  his  own  way,  that  which  he  chose  left  me  no  al- 
ternative but  this  forbearing  justification  of  myself. 
A  resolution,  or  committee,  which  I  cannot  insti- 
tute, will  soon  test  the  truth  of  my  statement. 

Mr.  Jlshniun,  of  Massachusetts,  then  took  the  floor. 
He  went  on  to  ask  how  it  was  that  .Mr.  Ingeraoll 
had  obtained  his  information,  after  the  president  had 
refused  lo  answer  the  resolution  of  tlie  house  upon 
the  ground  that  the  seal  of  secrecy  could  not  be  bro- 
ken. Had  any  of  the  underlings  been  corrupted,  or 
had  Mr.  Ingersoll  entered  the  treasury  and  with  a 
key  of  his  own  opened  the  desk.  After  further  re- 
marks, Mr  Ashmun  snid  it  ill-becaine  Mr.  Ingersoll 
to  talk  about  "peculation"  etc.,  when  he  himself  had 
been  turned  out  by  Gen.  Jackson  for  peculation  of 
the  public  money. 

Mr.  Ashmun  referred  to  a  document  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  Mr.  Ingersoll,  when  removed 
from  the  office  of  United  Stales  district  attorney  io 
Pennsylvania,  had  been  sued  by  the  government  as 
defaulter,  and  that  he  had  not  paid  the  amount  of 
the  verdict  found  against  him  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  here  rose.  He  said  tha 
as  a  matter  of  delicacy,  it  was  proper  that  lhu.<  far 
he  should  have  abstained  from  taking  any  part  in  this 
matter,  but  now  he  was  placed  in  a  different  attitude, 
for  upon  that  trial  he  was  counsel  for  his  brother. — 
He  then  slated  on  the  word  of  a  gentleman,  that  Mr. 
C.  J  Ingersoll  had,  at  the  time  referred  to,  been  try- 
ing in  vain  for  a  long  period  to  bring  the  government 
to  a  setllemen(of  his  accounts  as  district  attorney. 
Altempt  after  attempt  was  made,  but  without  sue- 
cess.  At  1-nglh  Mr.  Ingerooli,  having  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney in  his  hands,  and  being  anxiously  desirous  of  a 
settlement,  proposed  lo  tiie  government  that  the  mat- 
ter should  be  settled  by  a  jury.  This  was  finally 
agreed  to,  and  the  trial  was  had,  when  Ihe  whole 
matter  was  honorably  settled  to  the-  satisfaction  of 
all. 

Mr.  Ashmun  resumed  his  remarks,  and  proceeded 
to  assert  that  an  iiisiduous  attempt  had  been  made  to 
induce  Mr.  Tyler  to  lake  ground  on  the  subject,  and 
to  disavow  that  he  sanctioned  ihe  disbursement. 
Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll— By  me? 
Mr   Ashmun — Yes. 
Mr.  Ingersoll — It  is  utterly  false. 
The  speaker  rapped  lo  order. 
Mr.   Ingersoll — (still  standing  and   continuing  his 
sentence.) — It  is  a  lie;  the  lie  of  a  coward. 

Mr.  Ashmun  (resuming.) — Yes,  the  aged  Pennsjl- 
vanian — 

Mr.  Ingersoll — (interposing.)— I  am  quite  young 
enough. 

Mr.  Ashmun — Yes;  llic  aged  Pennsylvanian  corae« 
here  lo  use  language  towards  me  which  ho  supposes 
can  provoke  a  personal  conflict.  I  come  from  a  sec- 
tion of  couniry  where  they  neither  believe  in  duel- 
ling, bowie-knives,  or  pistols.  We  are  ueilher  afraid 
of  them  nor  do  we  use  them. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  (in  his  seat.)— Nor  of  gelling  drunk? 
Mr.  Ashmun   went  on  to  say  that  although  he  was 
no  duellisl,  if  any  one  doubled  his  courage,  let  them 
try  it. 

Mr.  Sc/(«icfc  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege.  H« 
desired  lo  oU'er  a  preamble  and  resolution  setting 
foilh  that  after  the  president  had  ueclioed  to  answer 
the  resolution  of  the  house  touching  this  matter,  Mr. 
Ingersoll  slates  that  he  has  had  access  lo  Ihe  depart- 
ment, &c. — therefore  that  a  select  committee  of  five 
be  appointed  lo  ascertain  by  what  means  the  said 
Mr.  Ingersoll  obtained  the  inforniation,  said  com- 
mittee to  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
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After  various  inefTectual  motions  to  lay  (he  whole 
matter  on  the  table,  and  decisions  upon  points  of  or- 
der— 

Mr.  Pettit  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  add- 
ing the  following: 

"And  lliat  another  select  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
pointed, to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  charges  this 
day  made  in  this  house  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll  against 
Mr.  Daniel  Webster,  with  a  vieiv  to  founding  an  ira- 
peachmtnt  against  said  Daniel  Webster,  and  that 
said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  books  and  vouchers." 

The  resolution,  thus  amended,  was  adopted,  and 
here  the  matter,  for  the  present,  terminated. 

Mr.  Jacob  Thompson  moved  that  the  message  and 
afcompanying  documents  be  laid  on  the  table,  and 
printed;  but,  after  a  brief  conversation,  waived  the 
motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  C.  J,  Ingersoll,  who  said  if  the  house  wished 
to  hear  the  further  reading  he  had  no  objection. — 
But  he  presumed,  from  what  he  had  heard  of  the 
communication,  that  the  reading  would  take  some 
time.  It  related  only  to  (he  \icLeod  case,  and  it 
will  undoubtedly  be  much  better  understood  when 
printed. 

Mr.  I.  wished  to  say  a  very  few  words  upon  this 
question  of  printing,  which  opened  the  debate  at 
this  lime,  but  it  was  a  duly  he  owed  to  the  house, 
and  perhaps  himself,  to  say  a  few  words  on  this  oc- 
casion. 

The  president  (said  Mr.  1)  has  answered  the  re- 
solution I  submitted,  in  a  way  that  is  to  me  unex- 
pected, and  therefore,  and  only  therefore,  it  is  that 
I  deem  it  necessary  lo  say  anything.  He  should 
premise  what  he  had  to  say  by  this  statement.  Some 
strong  expressions  have  fallen  from  members  here 
as  to  the  part  that  was  taken,  or  supposed  to  be  ta- 
ken, in  this  matter  by  me.  A  member  from  .Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Ashmun]  spoke  of  a  conspiracy;  and  a 
member  from  Connecticut,  [.Mr.  Dixon]  in  the 
course  of  some  impertinent  observations,  mentioned 
the  other  day — 1  do  not  recollect  what,  nor  do  1  care 
— that  other  persons  were  combined  with  me  in  the 
movement.  It  is  proper  that  I  should  say,  therefore 
that  if  there  is  a  conspirator,  I  am  the  only  one.— 
That  neither  the  president  of  the  Uniled  Slates,  nor 
the  secretary  of  slate,  who  was  absent,  nor  the' act- 
ing secretary  of  ftate  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of 
the  resolutions  which  I  submitted,  (with  whom  1 
had  some  slight  intercourse,  which  I  will  mention,) 
knew  any  thing  at  all  of  this  matter.  Among  all 
the  hard  things  that  have  been  said  of  me,  I  am 
not  aware  that  my  truth  has  ever  been  called  in 
question;  but  when  the  coarse  contradiction  to  which 
1  was  subjected  from  another  place,  instead  of  be- 
ing stung,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Winihrop,)  has  said,  1  was  at  least  stimulated 
to  an  eHbrl  to  vindicate  my  truth;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose I  went  to  the  departrrent  ol  slate  with  no  idea 
of  discovering  what  1  did.  I  went  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  what  correspondence  there  was  upon 
the  subject  of  the  .McLeod  case,  (which  the  presi- 
dent has  thought  proper  to  gite  lo  day,)  and  what 
correspondence,  or  letter,  was  there  to  the  genlle- 
man  Iron.  Massachusetls,  (Mr.  Adams,)  and  lo  Mr. 
Gushing,  (for  they  are  named  in  ihe  same  entry  on 
the  journal,)  respecting  a  special  mission  to  England. 
I  say  no  more  than  this:  that  in  looking  for  these 
papers,  in  particular  for  that  letter,  it  could  not  be 
lound;  and  in  some  extent  of  research  which  was 
required  upon  it,  to  my  great  amazement,  I  came 
upon  other  papers,  which  led  me  the  next  day  in 
this  house,  without  taking  counsel  of  any  human 
being,  to  move  the  resolutions,  and  stale  what  1  did 
state.  1  took  no  counsel  but  of  my  own  pillow  that 
Dight,  and  the  next  day  came  into  this  house  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  a  human  being,  and  moved 
the  resolutions,  in  which  it  would  seem  from  the 
president's  answer  there  were  words — to  wit:  "Pre- 
sident's certificates"— which  1  was  not  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  subject  to  have  omitted— which 
were  objectionable.  1  will  speak  of  that  before  J 
■ildo»n. 

But  first,  as  to  what  the  president  has  communi- 
cated. I  staled  that  a  special  miss, on  had  been 
called  for  for  the  purpose  ol  seltling  the  Oregon 
question;  and  I  appealed  lo  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Holmes,)  who  was  sitting  near 
me,  and  to  Ihe  venerable  gentleman  from  .Masaarliu- 
setls,  (Mr.  Adams.)  who  were  both  members  of  this 
house,  and  of  Ihe  comniillee  on  foreign  affair*  at  ihis 
time,  lor  the  proof  of  uhat  I  said,  neither  of  whom 
denied  it. 

When  this  subject  was  mentioned  in  this  house  by 
the  member  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Dixon,)  he  said 
that  It  had  not  been  denied  by  Mr.  Webster.  Sir 
(said  1,)  that  is  not  the  fact.  It  was  grossly  denied.' 
The  reported  language  is  "this  is  anolker  falsehood;'' 
these  are  the   very  words:     "Mr.   1.  says,  nooody 


disputes  it.  I  dispute  it,  said  Mr.  Webster.  If  he 
refers  to  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachu 
setts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  for  conlirmation  of  his  state- 
menl.  I  fancy  he  will  not  get  Itiat  confirmation." — 
I  will  thank  the  clerk  lo  read  Ihc  entry  of  the  jour- 
nal, (which  the  house  has  authorised  me  to  bring 
here,)  and  there  they  will  find  in  the  hand  writing  ol 
the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massaehusctls,  all  1 
said  upon  that  subject. 

Tile  clerk  here  read  the  following: 

1843.      Saturday  iollt  February. 

Present,  Adams,  Cushiiii,  Everett,  Granger,  Cani- 
thers,  Merriwether,  Holmes. 

Meeting  called  by  the  chairman  yesterday.  He 
was  unable  lo  notify  Mr.  Stuart,  Mr.  Shepperd  ab- 
sent from  indisposiiion. 

Resolutions  in  relation  to  the  Oregon  territory  of 
the  legislatures  of  Missouri  and  of  Illinois  were 
read;  wiih  reference  lo  which,  and  to  a  communi- 
cation from  the  secretary  ol  slate  to  Mr.  Gushing 
and  Mr.  Adams,  of  the  wish  of  the  president  of  the 
United  Slates  to  institute  a  special  mission  to  Great 
Britain. 

The  chairman  moved  that  he  be  instructed  to  move 
in  the  house,  as  an  amendment  to  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill  now  under  consideration  in 
commitiee  of  the  whole  on  Ihe  slate  of  the  Union,  an 
appropriation  of  J8,0UiJ  dollars  outfit  and  salary  of  a 
special  envoy  extraordinary  lo  Great  Britain;  if  the 
president  should  ileem  it  necessary  or  expedieiil  to 
lustilute  such  a  mission. 

On  this  motion,  Adams,  Gushing,  Holmes,  voted 
aye. 

Everell,  Granger,  Carulhers,  Merriwether,  voted 
nay. 

But  two  members  of  the  committee  being  absent, 
the  final  vole  was  postponed  to  the  meeting  on  Tues- 
day next. 

Resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  .Alabama  in  favor 
of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this  Union,  and  sun- 
dry petitions  against  Ihat  measure  referred  lo  Ihis 
commitiee  being  considered,  Mr.  Adams  moved  that 
the  chairman  be  instructed  lo  report  ihereon  to  the 
house  the  following  resolutions. 

1843.      Tuesday,  USth  Ftbniary. 

Present,  Adams,  Gushing,  Everell,  Granger,  Stu- 
art, Shepperd,  Merriwether,  Holmes,  Carulhers— 
all  the  members. 

The  question  of  moving  an  appropriation  for  an 
outfit  and  salary  for  a  special  mission  to  Great  Bri- 
tain was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Aye — Adams,  Holmes,  Gushing. 

Nay— Everell,  Granger,  Shepperd,  Stuart,  Caru- 
lhers, Merriwether. 

Adjourned  to  Thursdny,  2d  March,  at  9  A.  M. 

The  house  will  perceive,  therefoie,  Mr.  Speaker, 
(said  Mr.  1.)  that  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massaehuselt-;  what  1  said  upon  that 
subject  is  verified,  and  that  is  all  1  desire  to  say 
upon  it. 

With  respect  if  (I  niay  be  allowed  here  to  allude 
lo  it)  lo  a  speech  that  was  made  soon  after  it,  at 
Baltimore,  upon  the  subject  of  a  commercial  irea- 
')■— 

Mr.  Adams  interposed,  and  (Mr.  I.  yielding)  re- 
quesled  of  ihe  gentleman  lo  produce  the  letter  which 
he  had  insisted  was  addressed  to  him  (Mr.  A  )  by  the 
secretary  of  stale  at  the  lime,  proposing  this  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  I  request  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  lo  produce  the  note  which  he  an- 
nounced in  the  entry  as  (1  ihink)  a  written  commu- 
nication. What  are  the  words  there?  (asked  Mc.  1. 
of  the  clerk  ) 

The  extract  from  the  above  record  of  the  journal 
was  again  read,  in  which  "a  communication  from 
the  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  Gushing  and  Mr. 
Adams,"  &c.,  is  spoken  of. 

Mr.  Adams  (.Mr.  I.  again  yielding)  said  the  fact 
that  there  was  an  application  from  the  secretary  of 
stale  for  an  appropriation  for  a  special  ministi-'r  to 
Great  Britain,  was  undoubtedly  Irue;  and  thai  ihe 
appropriation  requested  from  the  secretary  of  sl;,te 
at  the  direction  of  the  president  was  considered  in 
the  commitiee  and  rejected  by  ihe  commiltee,  was 
also  true. 

1  hat  any  written  communication  to  him  from  the 
secretary  of  slate  took  pl.ice,  he  had  no  recollection 
of,  ar.d  he  did  not  believe;  and  if  tnere  had  been  such 
a  communication,  it  would    have  rested  in  the  com-  I 
mittee.  room,  together  with    Ihese   entries  that  were  ' 
made  in  my  ow  n  hand.  | 

\.  .Ih  respect  to  the  fact  whether  this  coramunica-  i 
tioo  was  maile  by    the  secretary    of  state  in  writing  ' 
or  verbally,  he  did  not  know  that  there  was  any  im 
porlance  connected    with    ihe   fact.     Had   he   been 
asked  when  the  genlkman  offered  his  resolulions  lo 
say  whether  such  a  Iransaolion  took  place,  he  should 
have  answered   it   instantly.     What   Ihe  geulleman  ' 


propjsed  lo  make  of  it  he  did  not  know.  It  was  pos- 
sibly, though,  that  there  might  have  been  a  i-oramu- 
nication  Irom  the  secretary  of  stale  lo  Mr.  Gushing. 
He  did  not  undertake  lo  say  as  lo  that  with  perfect 
positiveness. 

Bui  so  far  as  related  to  any  secrecy  in  Ihis  trans- 
action, Mr.  A.  never  considered  there  was  any,  nor 
that  there  was  any  treason  in  it,  nor  any  thing  more 
than  the  ordinary  sort  of  communication  from  the 
executive  department  lo  Ihe  committee  on  foreign 
aliairs.  " 

Mr.  Ingersoll  (resuming)  said  he  knew  nothing  at 
all  of  Ihis  mailer  except  what  was  written  in  the 
handwriting  of  the  gentleman  from  .Massachusetts 
upon  the  minutes  of  what  might  be  called  the  jour- 
nal of  Ihe  commiltee  on  foreign  affairs  at    Ihe  time. 

He  did  not  know  that  it  was  a  secret  at  that  lime. 

His  atlenlion  was  called  to  it  by  a  gentleman  not 
now  a  member  of  this  house.  He  certainly  sup- 
posed  that  there  was  a  wrillen  communicalion,  be- 
cause the  genllemaii  knew  as  well  as  he  did  that  the 
president  of  the  Uniled  Slates  never,  he  supposed 
calls  on  congress  through  one  of  its  commitlees  for 
so  important  an  act  as  the  appropriation  of  a  large 
sum  of  money  in  order  lo  send  a  special  mission  to 
a  foreign  country  without  making  the  communica- 
tion in  writing.  And  what  brought  him  into  ac- 
quaintance Willi  some  other  facts,  was  ening  lo  Ihe 
department  lo  find    Ihat    letter.     He    did  not  find  it 

there,  and  he  was  informed  it  could  not  be  found. 

And  he  confessed  it  excited  some  surprise  in  his 
mind. 

The  house  would  recollect  that  ho  said,  when  he 
spoke  upon  the  Oregon  question,  that  Hut  dilficully 
was  an  unrorlunate  legacy  Irom  the  .Maine  dilEculty. 
Lord  .Vshhurton  came  here  for  the  purpose  of  set- 
tling bolh;  and  the  language  of  Lord  Aberdeen  on 
that  subject  is  certainly  remarkable.  Lonl  Ashbur- 
toii  came  here  to  setlle  both;  he  did  not  settle  both. 
My  impression,  I  confess  was— and  I  saw  no  very 
great  impropriety  in  it- that  between  Lord  Ashbur- 
lon  and  .Mr.  Webster,  as  there  were  no  protocols,  as 
the  whole  proceeding  was  informal,  conversational, 
and  confidential  I  believe,  in  a  great  measure,  and 
never  communicated  lo  the  public  till  it  was  si'ibse- 
qucnlly  wrillen  down— that  there  was  an  agreement 
1  thought  it  very  likely  thai  lliey  had  agreed  that 
the  Oregon  question  should  be  left  for  future  action, 
and  for  a  special  mission  lo  Great  (jnlain,  as  the 
Maine  question  was  then  sellled  by  a  special  mis- 
sion lo  this  country.  And  the  language  I  find  here 
of  Lord  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Fox,  is  a  little  remarkable. 
It  will  be  found  at  ihe  139lh  page  of  the  president's 
message  and  accompanying  documents  communicat- 
ed lo  congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session: 

"I  speak  of  Ihe  li  e  of  boundary  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 

"You  are  aware  thai  Lord  Ashhurton  was  fur- 
nished with  specific  and  detailed  instructions  wilh 
respect  to  the  treatment  of  Ihis  point  of  difference 
between  the  two  governments,  in  the  general  nego- 
tiations wilh  which  he  is  inlrusled,  and  which  he  has 
brought  to  a  saiisfaclory  issue. 

"For  reasons  which  it  is  not  necessary  here  to 
stale  at  length,  that  point,  after  having  been  made  the 
subjecl  of  conference  wilh  the  American  secretary 
of  state,  was  not  I'urlher  presseil.  The  main  ground 
alleged  by  his  lordship  for  abstaining  from  propos- 
ing  lo  carry  on  the  discussion  with  respect  lo  the 
question  of  the  northwestern  boundary,  was  the  ap- 
prehension lest,  by  so  doing,  Ihe  settlement  of  the 
lar  more  important  matter  of  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary should  be  impeded,  or  exposed  lo  the  hazard  of 
failuie." 

1  stated  this  (.said  Mr.  I.)  because  1  believed  it  to  be 
a  fact,  and  1  think  I  have  abundantly  proved  it. 

'I  he  next  subjecl  on  which  the  president  has  made 
an  answer  is  the  case  of  McLeod,  and  on  this  also 
I  wish  lo  say  a  few  words.  I  slated  on  what  1  be- 
lieved lo  be  strong  authorily  that  the  executive  of 
the  United  Slates  had  atlempled  to  inQuence  Ihe 
coiistiluttd  aulhorities  of  Ihe  stale  of  New  York  to 
prevent  the  irial  and  procure  the  release  of  McLeod. 
That  IS  the  substance  of  what  I  slated.  1  staled,  if 
I  am  not  mistaken,  that  a  letter  marked  "private" 
»  as  senl  from  the  secretary  of  slate  lo  the  governor 
of  New  York.  ]  acknowledge,  that  in  ihe  course 
of  my  slalemciil,  some  Ihings  thai  1  knew  had  not 
been  personally  said  by  llie  seurelary  ol  stale  were 
inenlioned  as  proceeding  liom  him,  because  he  di- 
recltd  Ihcm  to  be  sent,  was  the  prime  mover  in  the 
whole  business,  and  whatever  was  said  by  his  agent 
was  111  lacl  said  by  him.  I  have  anolher  motive  for 
staling  this:  1  know  thai  Ihe  bearer  of  the  public  jn- 
struciioi.s,  a  gentleman  highly  esteemed,  whose  name 
1  did  iioldesire  lo  connect  at  all  will,  this  transaction, 
»  horn  1  believe  incapable  of  doing  any  thing  wrong- 
out  1  did  not  wish  to  introduce  the  name  ol  .Mr.  Grit- 
Itr.dcn  at  all— 1  know  thai  irenlleman  has,  wilhia  a 
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few  days, explained  his  agency  in  tt-is  transaction,  and 
I  canno!  peivcive  an)  very  gieal  (Jifferenr.e  betiveen 
Mr.  Cnllend'-n  and  myself.  I  will  ask  the  cleik  to 
read  a  few  lines  from  a  New  York  newspaper  which 
some  kind  friend  has  sent  to  tne  latterly.  It  is  an  ex- 
tract fruin  a  speech  of  Mr.  John  Young,  who  I  un- 
derstand is  a  highly  respectable  and  prominent  whig 
member  of  the  assembly  of  the  N.  York  legislature. 
The  clerk  read  the  following: 

"All  recollect  when  a  British  armed  force  from 
Canada  invaded  our  shores,  cut  out  and  burned  a 
Bleamboat,  murdered  a  citizen.  I  recollect  il,  and 
1  recollect  also  the  sensation  which  ran  through  the 
community  in  wliich  I  live.  I  recollect  well,  as 
that  feeling  progressed  through  the  slate,  that  it 
seemed  to  us  to  embrace  the  entire  west.  I  recol- 
lect that  very  well.  'I'ime  passed  along,  and  the 
person  charged  with  that  murder,  in  violation  of  our 
laws,  was  arrested  and  held  to  trial.  Do  you  re- 
collect another  thing,  and  how  far  the  public  feeling 
sustained  tlie  tlien  governor  in  the  course  he  pur- 
sued? I  recollect  that  all  the  influence  of  all  the  public 
fiinclionaries  of  Wusldnglon  came  domii  Acre  at  the  capi 
tul  to  sujipress  that  trial.  All  the  powrr  of  the.  gene- 
ral governinenl  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  govern- 
ment of  this  stale  to  prevent  that  trial.  They  were 
alarmed  at  the  idea  of  incurring  a  war  with  Great 
Britain.  Do  you  recollect — does  the  gentleman  from 
Putnam,  and  does  the  gentleman  from  Si.  Lawience 
recollect  the  high  ground  the  executive  took  on  that 
occasion?" 

Well,  sir,  I  beg  leave  now  to  say  a  single  word 
further.  J  ihink,  with  great  respect  and  deference 
to  Mr.  Criuenden,  that  there  must  be  some  little 
error  in  his  recollee  ion  of  ihis  case.  He  says  that 
he  went  on  to  that  mission;  he  says  that  he  received 
instructions  from  Ihe  president.  General  Harrison; 
that  he  talked  with  General  Harrison  on  the  sub- 
ject; that  General  Harrison  sanctioned  what  was 
dune.  1  am  aware  that  Gen.  Harrison  was  respon- 
silile  (or  what  \\as  done;  that  Gen.  Harrison  knew 
perfectly  well  what  was  done;  but  what  1  stated 
was,  that  Mr.  Webster  was,  in  respect  of  that  mat- 
ter, tie  facto  president  of  the  United  Stales.  Mr. 
Crittenden  lelt  here  the  15th  March,  1841;  General 
Harrison  was  inaugurated  on  the  4ih  of  March, 
nine  days  only  before,  and  General  H^irrison,  in 
his  inaugural  address  delivered  on  the  4lh  .March, 
says: 

'*lt  is  my  intention  to  use  every  means  in  my  pow- 
er to  preserve  the  friendly  iniercourse  which  now 
so  happily  exists  with  every  foreign  nation,  and  that, 
although,  of  course,  not  well  iuformed  as  to  the  state  of 
pending  negotiations  loilh  any  of  t/irm,"  ^c. 

General  H:irrison  must,  and  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  staling  it — I  lake  it  for  granted,  tliathe  must  have 
deferred  largely  to  the  advice  and  suggestions  of 
his  secretary  of  stale.  1  cannot  lielp  thinking,  there- 
fore, what  1  said  befcire,  as  to  this  matter  being 
done  by  the  secretary  of  state.  And  there  is  no- 
thing in  that  respect  in  which  1  can  be  fairly  con- 
tradicled,  even  as  a  matter  of  mistake.  VVhat  I 
Elated  was  upon  the  most  responsible  authority,  upon 
no  confidential  communication,  and  1  can  hardly 
believe  will  be  in  any  respect  gainsaid  by  liie  emi- 
nent personage  from  whom  1  received  it,  and  it  was 
merely  lor  the  purpose  of  vindicating  the  truth  of 
my  assertions,  it  was  for  thai  purpose,  and  that  alone, 
that  1  went  to  the  department  of  slate,  not  asking 
anything,  not  dreaming  of  anything  there  to  do  what 
bus  been  called  changing  the  issue. 

With  respect  to  the  charges  I  made  on  the  9th  of 
this  inontli,  1  repeal  tlieni.  I  say  upon  my  respon- 
aibilily  as  a  member  of  this  body,  and  as  an  indivi- 
dual, that  the  charges  1  then  made  are  not  only  facts, 
thai  they  arc  nut  only  the  truth,  but  ihey  are  direct 
ly,  easily  susceptible  of  proof  from  the  departmenl  of 
State. 

A  genilcman  inquired  what  were  those  charges? 

Mr.  Ingersoll.  The  charges  of  Mr.  Webster's 
having  taken  into  his  possession  the  contingent  ser- 
vice luiid,  which  was  never  done  either  i)efore  or 
since;  secondly,  his  having  ^ipplied  a  portion  of  thai 
fund  to  corrupt  the  party  press;  and  thirdly,  of  his 
having  left  ollice  indebled  to  that  fund,  of  his  not  be 
ing  able  to  settle  that  debt  iinlii  nearly  two  years 
after  he  went  out,  and  just  before  the  present  ad- 
Diinistration  i  ame  into  power.  All  this  is  iruo. — 
And  1  say  lurllier,  as  1  said  before,  that  1  know  little 
very  liltle  of  what  mure  1  presume  exists  and  eaii  be 
proved;  because,  ever  siiiie  I  made  that  slalemeut,  I 
nave  conceived  both  the  proprieiy  and  policy  of  my 
situation  to  be  passive  silenuu,  and  to  leave  the  mat. 
ter  to  lake  its  u..n  course. 

And  now  I  say,  in  conclusion,  that  1  shall  not 
make  any  further  move  on  this  subject;  lliat  it  does 
not  appear  to  luu,  or  the  friends  1  have  consulled, 
that  1  0111  the  proper  ptrmii  to  do  it.  Alter  all  that 
has  p.issed,  il  IS  fur  oUiers  lo  say  whelhcr  any  fur- 
ther  movi'iuent  shall  be  made,  and  what  it  shall  he. 


All  I  have  to  say  is  simply  to  repeat  the  charges  that  i 
1  have  made,  with  Ihe  asseveration  thai  they  can  be 
proved;  and  I  think  it  is  obvious,  fr  im  the  pRsi-  j 
dent's  response,  lliat  the  proofs  of  these  charges  are 
attainable;  and  that  had  I  omitted  in  my  resolu 
lions  the  words  "the  president's  certificates,"  the 
proofs  would  have  been  here  before  now.  It  is 
not  for  me  to  call  for  them.  1  have  done  a 
very  disagreeable  dity  —  a  doty,  I  assure  the  house, 
it  was  painful  for  me  to  perform;  and  all  I  need 
add  is,  that  the  charges  are  true,  and  may  be  easily 
proved. 

Mr.  T.  B.  King  was  understood  to  remark  that 
any  member  of  this  body  who,  for  any  purpose  what- 
ever, rose  111  this  house  to  assail,  in  any  form,  the 
reputation  of  any  man,  but  especially  of  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States  who  had  held  the  highest  position, 
except  two,  ill  the  gilt  of  the  people  or  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slales,  was  bound  lo  substanti- 
ate his  charges,  or  else  they  would  recoil  with  re- 
doubled force  upon  liimself.  When  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  made  these  charges,  which 
were  no.v  lying  before  hirn,  on  the  9Ui  of  Februa- 
ry last,  he  coiilessed  he  was  greatly  surprised,  for  it 
had  never  entered  into  his  mind  —  he  had  never  heard, 
among  alt  the  slanders  of  the  day,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stales  had  at  any  time,  or  in  any 
imoiier,  attempted  to  interfere  with  the  progress  of 
justice  or  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  state  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  Burt  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  and  objected 
to  the  gentleman's  proceeding  on  the  ground  of  irre- 
levancy; but  after  some  conversation  waived  his  ob- 
jection, and 

Mr.  King  proceeded.  He  was  going  on  to  say,  that 
in  all  the  charges  heretofore  made  he  had  never,  be- 
fore the  charges  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
of  the  9lh  of  February  last,  heard  it  intimated  ihat 
there  was  any  alteinpt  on  ttie  pari  of  ihe  administra- 
tion of  Ihe  general  government  to  interfere  with  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  or  the  course  of  justice  in  the 
stale  of  New  York,  or  that  Ihe  secretary  of  stale  at 
that  time  had  acted  any  part  unbecommg  him  as  an 
ufUcer  of  Ihe  government,  or  done  what  was  not 
strictly  his  duly  lo  do. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  thought  he 
had  siibslaiitialed  the  charges  by  made  him  on  Ihe 
9lh  of  February  last.  Wiih  all  due  respect,  he  was 
lorcid  to  difl'er  from  the  gentleman.  He  (Mr. 
K  )  Ihoughl  he  should  be  sustained  by  the  house, 
and  the  cuunlry  in  his  opinion,  that  he  had  not  sub- 
stantialed  any  single  ileui  of  the  charges  he  then 
prelerred. 

The  gentleman  had  declared  in  his  remarks, 
which  were  personal  to  Mr.  VVebsler,  that  Mr.  Web- 
ster wrote  a  letter  marked  "private,"  and  he  believ- 
ed the  gentleman  said  he  wrote  as  many  as  three 
letters  in  one  day. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  here  made  a  remark,  which  was  en- 
tirely lost  to  the  reporter. 

Mr.  King  (continuing.)  They  were  all  public  let- 
ters except  one,  and  that 

Mr.  G.  S.  Houston  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  which, 
after  considerable  conversation,  he  placed  in  the 
fulluwing  form: 

That  tlie  letter  referred  to  by  Mr.  King,  nor  a 
copy  of  that  letter,  not  being  a  part  of  the  message 
of  the  president,  and  therefore  not  before  the  house, 
it  was  not  in  order  to  discuss  it. 

The  speaker,  referring  to  the  difficulty  of  drawing 
the  precise  limit  to  which  the  deba  le  should  be  con- 
fined, and  to  the  extent  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  been  indulged,  decided  Ihal  the 
fact  being  referred  to  in  the  message,  that  no  such 
letter  was  to  be  found  in  the  departmenl  of  slate,  it 
formed  a  pari  of  the  subject  matter  of  tlie  eomniu- 
nicalioii  of  the  president,  and  might  be  discussed. 

Mr.  Houston  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Winlhrop  required  that  the  point  of  order 
should  bo  reduced  lo  writing. 

After  some  conversation  this  was- done,  but  il  sub- 
sequenlly  a|ipeared  that  the  poinl  of  order  had  been 
on  a  misapprehension  of  the  state  of  facts,  no  further 
proceedings  look  place  in  relation  to  it. 

*Mr.  King  (itsuming)  said  he  would  like  to  ask 
the  hunurable  gentleman  from  Peniisj  Ivaiiia,  and 
every  member  of  this  house,  in  what  particular  the 
geiilleman  had  subslanliated  the  charges  made  by 
him  on  llie  Ulh  February,  against  the  secretary  of 
slalc  ill  1811?  The  main  body  of  the  charge  was  that 
Ihegoveinn.ent  of  the  U.  Slates  had  interfered  with 
ihe  administration  of  justice  in  New  York.  Where 
was  the  cvidenrc  that  sustains  thib?  Nut  Ihe  slightest 
particle  had  been  brought  forward. 

The  priiatc  Idler,  addressed  by  Mr.  Webster  to 
the  giivernor  ol  New  Yoik,  (which  was  read  by  Mr. 
Weosltr  111  leply  lo  the  tlurges  in  Ihe  senate),  did 
not  contain  the  slightest  pioul  of  any  iulenlion  of  any 
such   interference. 


It  afforded  Mr.  K.  no  pleasure  but  very  great  pain  to 
have  any  thing  to  say  upon  such  a  subject.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  brought  il  upon 
himself.  He  had  failed  lo  substantiate  the  charges 
first  made,  and  without  scarcely  alluding  to  Ihera, 
he  comes  forward  again  and  brings  other  charges  of 
a  more  grave  and  important  nature;  and  these  also 
he  had  failed  to  substantiate,  but  told  them  that  they 
were  true,  and  that  the  records  which  the  president 
declined  to  communicate  would  prove  them  so.  Mr. 
K.  proceeded  to  argue  the  probability  ihat  the  evi- 
dence would  not  have  been  withheld  by  the  presi- 
dent, had  there  been  evidence  in  the  department  to 
sustain  Mr.  IngersolPs  charges. 

I  am  authorised  to  state,  (continued  Mr.  K.)  that 
not  one  cent  was  disbursed  out  of  that  fond  without 
the  written  sanction  or  authority  of  the  president. 

That  not  one  dollar  was  paid  to  any  connexion, 
or  personal  or  political  friend  of  the  secretary  of 
slate. 

It  appears  that  the  sum  of  $4,500  was  expended 
while  Mr.  W.  was  secretary  of  slate,  out  of  the  fund 
for  foreign  intercourse,  in   the  years  1841  and  1842. 

Very  proper  objects  of  this  expenditure  may  be 
easily  imagined  or  suggested  in  those  years. 

In  the  year  1841  the  whole  northern  frontier  was 
in  a  stale  of  continual  agitation,  created  by  the  Pal- 
riot  society,  or  Hunter's  Lodges  as  they  were  called. 
These  were  secret  political  clubs,  organized  and  ex- 
isting al  various  points,  from  Ogdensburg  up  to  Lake 
Huron.  Their  object  was  to  make  incursions  and 
commit  outrages  in  Canada,  and  by  this  means  to 
provoke  retaliation  and  to  carry  on  a  border  war. — 
They  are  known  to  have  gone  the  length  even  of  ar- 
ranging tor  an  army,  to  be  called  the  army  for  the 
deliverance  of  Canada. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  gen.  Scott  was  sent  to 
Ihe  frontier,  and  that  general  Brady  commanded  at 
Detroit.  It  was  necessary  to  find  out  the  purposes 
of  theses  secret  clubs.  They  were  found  out.  Their 
conslitulion,  organization  and  comHiissions,  all  were 
found  out.  and  the  mililary  auihorities  of  the  United 
Slates  were  kept  advised  of  their  movements  and 
purposes. 

All  this  source  of  disorder  and  mischief  was  dried 
up  3nd  cut  off  by  the  extradition  article  of  Ihe  treaty 
of  Washington. 

A  second  source  of  expenditure  lo  some  small 
amount  was  lound,  no  doubt,  in  the  negotiation  or 
the  negotiations  in  respect  to  several  subjects  in  1842. 
Confidential  ageiils,  it  is  understood  and  supposed, 
were  sent  lo  confer  with  the  governor  of  Maine,  and 
other  things  were  done,  and  necessarily  <lone,  which 
the  public  interest  did  not  allow  to  be  made  known 
to  other  governments.  Publicitj  here  would  be,  of 
course,  publicity  everywhere. 

Ill  the  third  place,  it  came  to   my  knowledge,  and 
thereloie  1   can  now  allude  to  it,  vt ilhout  being  par- 
ticular, that.  111   1841,  and  1842,  what  was  consider- 
ed a  very  important  service  was  performed  and  paid 
for  out  of  this  fund,  by  order  of  the  president,  in  a 
mailer  much  connected  with  the    peace  of  one   por- 
tion  of  the  United  Slales.  And  1  was  consulled  con- 
fidentially, as  a  member  of  congress  from  that  por- 
tion of  tiie  connliy.     It  is  not  proper,  perhaps,  even 
now  .  lo  speak  more  particularly.     But  of  one  thing, 
1   am  suie,  that  theie    are    gentlemen   in    this  house 
who  voted  for  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Pennsylvania,  who,  if  they  had  known  what' 
1  knew,  would  sooner  have  put  their  heads  inlo  the  [  ' 
fire  llian  to  have  joined    in   any  vote  derogatory  lo  '  I 
the  honor  and  character  of  the  able  and  distinguish- i  I 
ed  senator,  who  was  al  that  time  at  the  head  of  the  I  ' 
stale  department,  in  regard  lo  the  disbursements  byl  ) 
him,  under  the  orders  of  the  president,  out  of  aiij    ' 
fund  placed  by  huv  at  the  president's  disposal.  !  ' 

There  was  nothing  more  common  or  more  neces-i  ' 
sary,  al  times,  in  this  government  and  in  all  govern-  ' 
menls,  th.in  lo  employ  secret  service  funds  in  the  ' 
negotiation  of  treaties.  ' 

Mr.  K.  referred  to  Ihe  statement  by  Mr.  Adams 
in  the  previous  debate,  respecting  the  use  of  this 
fund  during  Mr.  A's  adniinistraliuii,  and  yielded  lo 
iVIr.  A.  who  made  an  explanation  on  this  subject,  ' 
which,  (from  his  turning  away),  was  entirely  lost  lo 
the  reporter,  (bul  tiie  purport  of  which  may  be  in-  ^ 
fcrred  from  Rlr.  K's  subsequent  remarks.) 

Mr.  King  (lesuming),  said  it  appeared  from  the  '^ 
exposition  ul  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  thsl  ' 
he  did  actually  give  authority  lo  use  the  whole  ' 
J30,00U,  but  in  fact  bul  J,8,l)UU  of  il  was  used,  upon  ; 
hi-  certificate  al  the  lime,  which  was  almost  twice  ' 
the  amount  (g4,460),  expended  under  Mr.  Tyler's  - 
adniinistratiun;  and  of  this  it  should  be  remarked  ] 
$1,000  was  expended  after  Mr.  Webster  left  the  of-  i 
ttce  of  secretary  of  stale.  This  sum,  he  said,  w»! 
used  by  president  Tyler  during  the  troubles  on  the  i 
northeastern  boundary  and  the  northern  Iruntier.  end  i 
his  only  astonishment  was,  that  a  greater  suuihxll.' 
not  been  found  indispensably  uecessary.  'J' 
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Mr.  K.  proceeded  at  some  length  further  to  argue  :  ences.  Its  proper  affinity,  is  ivilh  the  southern  de- 
that,  as  the  accounts  were  settled,  and  could  only  be  mocracy— that  deniocrary  under  whose  ivi>e  stales- 
settled  by  the  president's  certificate,  the  presi.lent,  manship,  the  democratic  party  has  been  alivays  sue- 
and  not  the  secretary,  was  responsible,  and  (if  any  !  ces«ful,  and  the  Union  prosperous.  Had  the  prosi- 
oiie)  should  be  arraii;ned.  If  this  inquiry  were  to  ;  dent  liitened  to  their  councils,  his  party  would  now 
be  carried  out,  he  would  like  to   have  it  explained    have  been  united — the  Oregon   question   with  all  its 


bow  the  J,IOU,000  appropriated  in  relation  to  Texas 
had  been  di-posed  of.  He  also  repeated  that,  not- 
withstanding the  authority  of  the  Mr.  Youns,  o(  N. 
York,  the  pentlemon  rroni  Pennsylvania  was  mis- 
taken, and  that  he  had  not  produced  the  slightest 
scintillation  of  proof  that  this  e,overnment  attempted 
to  interfere  with  the  adinininrjtion  of  justice  iu  N.  Y. 
When  Mr.  Webster  went  out  of  office,  Mr.  K.  said  he 
understood  the  fads  to  be  that  he  settled  his  account 
by  drawing  a  check  for  the  balance  that  seemed  to  be 
against  him,  and  when  the  vouclierj  ca.ne  in  for  that 
amount,  there  was  a  certain  amount  placed  to  his 
credit,  whii-h  was  subsequenll;    refunded. 

Ho  contended  that  Mr.  Crilleuden,  instead  of  sus- 
taining Mr.  Ingersoll  in  his  charges  of  interference 
directed  the  whole  leuor  of  his  remarks  to  show  di 
rectly  the  reverse. 

Mr.  Dromgoole,  (Mr.  K.  yielding)  asked  of  the 
gentleman  if  Mr.  Crittenden  did  not  declare  that  he 
went  to  New  York  concerning  the  McLeod  case, 
with  written  instructions  in  his  pocket. 

Mr.  King  resuming.  Well,  suppose  he  did;  that 
showed  no  alleinpt  at  interference,  and  Mr.  Critten- 
den directly  slated  that  there  was  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  adiiiinislralion  to  interfere. 

Mr.  K.  concluded  by  repeating  that  Mr.  Ingersoll 
had  failed  to  produce  proofs  to  substantiate  his  char- 
ges. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  original  motion 
of  Mr.  Jacob  Thompson  to  lay  on  the  table  and  print, 
was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
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fearful  convulsions  and  losses,  would  not  ha 
curred — and  consistently  with  all  his  former  prin- 
ciples, he  would  have  moved  on  in  the  path  of  hon- 
or  and  true  glory.  Not  only  disastrous  failure, 
but  dishonor  must  attend  his  subserviency  to  llie 
west.  Will  he  sanction  their  huge  harbour  and 
river  bill,  now  pisnding  in  the  sfnulc.  If  he  does, 
he  will  be  recreant  to  all  his  former  principles  on 
internal  improvenR-nt,  and  if  he  does  not,  and  veto's 
this  bill,  what  will  be  gained  by  all  he  has  done  to 
gratify  their  Oregon  rabidity.'  They  will  have  no- 
thing but  curses  for  his  administration  and  his  fame. 
Leave  them  he  must,  if  he  would  not  be  personally 
dishonored — leave  lliein  he  must,  if  hj  would  not 
have  his  party  broken  up,  and  his  administration 
trampled  do.vn.  No  admini.lralion  ever  set  in 
Washiiiglon,  which  could  withsijnd  the  array  of 
talent  and  power,  which  now  faces  him  on  the  tJre- 
gon  question.  Let  hiin  fall  back  to  his  old  friends 
and  his  old  principles,  and  he  may  yet  retrieve  the 
past,  and  win  the  gratitude  and  applause  of  the  peo. 
pie  in  the  future.  His  first  error.  In  rejecting  iMr. 
Calhoun  from  the  state  deparlmcnl,  aeenis  to  have 
followed  his  administration  at  every  step.  It  is  now 
clear  that  this  was  not  an  error  merely  in  the  selec- 
tion of  men,  but  of  essential  policy.  Although,  the 
confusion  and  losses  of  the  past  are  irretrievable, 
he  can  yet  restore  his  adininisiralnm  to  success  and 
power.  [Charlesloii  Mercury. 


OREGON     RESOI.UTIOKS — FINiLLT    SETTLED 

The  co'jniry  will  rcjone  to  -ce  iliat  this  luni;  and 
hotly  conlesti-d  matter  has  been  finallj  settled  by 
the  votes  of  both  houses  concurring  in  the  report  of 
the  comnullee  ol  conference.  The  resolutions  o 
senate  were  adopted,  finally,   with    some  mere  ver 


Ills  obvious,  Ihr'  the  admmislralion  ,  began  lis  j  bal  alterations— iinportani  in  no  respect,  except  that 
caieer  with  a  vast  admiraiion  of  weslern  power  !  ihey  gave  the  house  an  easy  descent  in  their  acqui- 
and  statesmanship.  It  nmunled  accordingly  the  ;  escence.  They  )  leUled  as  they  ought  to  have  done, 
great  weslern  hobny— Ihe  Oregon  territory.   Itseern-  \  and  did  it  gracelully,  and    wilh  a  wonderful    una 


ed  to  suppose  that  a  new  era  had  arrived,  in  which 
the  path  of  distinction  and  success,  in  Ihe  affairs  of 
the  general  government,  lay  exclusively  in  the  wes- 
tern wiles.  Distinction  it  has  certainly  got,  and  is 
very  likely  to  get.  it  iias  made  a  great  noise  in 
Europe,  and  has  struck  the  prosperity  of  our  own 
country,  as  with  a  blight.  Nobody  who  has  had 
property  to  sell,  or  debts  to  pay,  but  will  long  re- 
ueniber  Mr.  Polk  and  Oregon.  f5ut  success,  like  a 
meteor  over  a  western  prairie,  altnough  impetuous- 
ly followed  through  bogs  and  briars,  is  as  far  off  as 
ever.  The  dcini>cratic  parly  is  divided  in  congress. 
Although  commencing  with  a  majority  of  some  eight 
in  the  senate  and  seventy  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, its  first  gieat  measure  lias  failed  in  both 
branches  of  congress;  and  now,  by  a  lean  majority 
of  some  eight  or  ten  votes  in  the  house,  it  is  striving 
to  lake   oti  some  of  the   keen   edge  of  the   senates 


mity.  It  is  a  iriumph  of  the  senate — of  the  49's 
over  the  war  men — the  54  40's.  .\nd  it  is  remarka- 
ble how  happy  they  seein  at  their  deliverance. — 
The  Union  appears  really  to  rejoice  over  it,  as  the 
final  consummation  of  all  that  was  desirable,  and 
abandons  its  poor  friends  of  the  54°  4U'  to  sing  its 
peans  to  a  victory  which  leaves  them  prostrate  and 
rolling  in  the  dust. 

We  think  this  matter  has  finally  ended  in  the  best 
way  it  could.  The  vote  has  been  unanimous  to  a 
degree  very  unusual  in  so  important  a  matter — 4S 
to  10  in  the  senate,  and  142  to  46  m  the  house.  We 
are  gratified  to  see  that  South  Carolina  was  unani- 
mous in  their  favor  in  both  houses. 

What  will  be  the  bearing— the  eflect  of  thi.s  ac- 
tion in  congress  on  the  question  of  peace  and  war? 
We  cannot  but  believe  the  influence  will  be  most 
auspicious.     We    have    neither   time    nor   space  to 


stern  condemnation  and  rebuke.     The  whole  course  :  give  a  lull  developement  of  all    our  views— but  w, 
of  the  western  statesmen  on  this  question^has  shown  I  cannot  forbear  a  ohort   review   of  some   of  the  fea 


their  incapacity  lo  rule  this  country.  The  coarse 
fury  of  their  language  and  denunciations  and  the 
inconsiderate  reasonless  policy  of  their  measures, 
has  disquieted  and  alarmed,  the  great  body  of  the 
people  on  the  Atlantic  border;  whilst  their  unscru- 
pulous rapacity  for  appropriations  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, give  any  thing  tjul  coiihilencc  to  those  who  be- 
lieve that  a  restricted  frugal  and  economical  admin- 
istration at  Washington,  is  necessary  for  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  and  the   preservation  of  our  sys 


lures  of  this  extraordinary  afl'air.  The  wliole  cha- 
racter of  the  measure  is  entirely  changed  since  its 
first  mtroducliun.  It  was  then  u-.hered  in  wim 
other  measures,  and  speeches  breathing  nothing 
but  war,  and  preparations  for  war,  and  defiance 
and  denunciation  of  Great  liritain.  The  notice 
was  to  be  given  "forlhwuh" — it  was  to  be  a  nak- 
ed, unconditional  notice — it  was  accompanied  by  re- 
solutions of  inquiry  for  increase  of  army  and  navy 
— the  raising  of  soldiers  and   seamen — the  building 


tem  of  governmeDt.  Congress  has  been  in  session  i  of  forts  and  ships,  and  every  thing  seemed  to  be  wilh 
now  near  five  months.  Neither  civil  and  diplomatic  '  a  view  to  collision  and  strilc.  Under  such  circum- 
appropriation  bill,  nor  the  army  or  navy  bills,  co- i  stances  the  notice  would  almost,  if  not  quite  in  the 
veriiig  the  pay  of  our  whole  civil  and  military  es-  I  language  of  General  Cass,  have  made  "war  inevita- 
lishmtnts,  although    reported   early    to    the   house,    ble." 

have  yet  been  touched.  Whal  has  congress  been  1  But  that  was  not  all.  Mr.  Allen,  chairman  of  the 
doing.'  Why  carry  out  weslern  measures,  under  i  senate  committee  of  foreign  relations,  and  thus  t.i 
western  dictation.  Oregon  and  54,  4U  — with  its  !  ayjpfonmcc  the  organ  of  this  country,  on  that  brancli 
kindred  measures— nfle  regiments,  mounted  and  un-  1  of  our  affairs,  seemed  lo  think  that  we  had  not 
mounted- increase  of  the  army- biils  lo  protect  enough  on  our  hands  while  we  were  slandin"  in 
sealers  and  establish  our  laws  in  Oregon— Indian  ,  ihis  atiilude  of  imH.ineiit  hostilily  with  GrealBri- 
agencies  in  Oregon,— mail  facilities  to  Oregon,  lo  j  uin,  at  the  same  time  that  our  swords  were  crossing 
be  followed  up  soon  we  suppose,  « ith  a  grand  rail-  ]  ihosc  of  ;Mexico.  He  choose  that  very  moment  a1 
road  to  Oregon.  And  then  nearer  home,  Ifieir  rivers  I  the  most  auspicious  for  adding  the  rest  of  Europe  to 
and  harbours,  and  Ihat  most  magn.fi.enl  of  all  hum-  our  list  of  foes  U^  his  famous  anti-coloiiization  reso- 
bugs — the  Cumberlan  1  road — a  regular  »vagon  road,    lutions. 

Thanks  to  the  economicai  sensibilities  of  ifie  Yan-  Proceedings  such  as  these  alarmed  all  prudent  and 
kees,  Ihis  was  too  much  for  even  their  stomachs,  and  j  thinking  mm.  They  saw  the  counlry  not  drif'lin" 
they  threw  it  up.  At  this  tim«  of  day,  Iq  talk  of  a  but  driven  hourly  nearer  and  nearer  lo  a  war  the 
wagon  road— rnnnmg  loo  parallel  with  the  Ohio,  {  most  dangcrou=  to  all  concerned,  that  the  world  has 
when  a  railroad  could  be  built  for  half  the  money.  !  ever  known.  Notice  m  this  stale  of  ihirigs  wus 
These  things,  shew  where  v.esiern  predominance  j  but  another  name  fur  war,  for  v.hioh  it  was  pro- 
leads.  It  IS  impossible  that  the  administration,  can  '  claimed  by  Mr.  Allen,  he  wished  "to  prepare  the 
be  successful,  unless  it  wifl  nd   itself  of  such  influ- 1  fiearls  of  the  peopfe."     Some  of  ihc  oldest  a „.oii(.«i 


our  public  men,  senators  and  represenlative^,  gave 
their  iijflueiice  lo  these  mad  feelings.  Bolh  halls  of 
congress  rung  with  thn  fiercest  denunciations  not 
merely  of  England,  but  of  every  man  who  d-ired  lo 
question  the  wisdom  or  propriely  of  the  measures  of 
this  ultra  54°  40'  party.  By  fierceness  and  clamor 
they  deceived  and  overawed  many,  and  required  n" 
ordinary  boldness  in  any  man  to  stand  un  and  avow 
any  opininns  which  would  lead  to  more  m'oderate  and 
safe  counsels. 

But  reason  has  at  length  prevailed.  Hearls  mad« 
bold  by  duly  lo  iheir  counlry,  and  heads  made  clear 
by  Ihe  dangers  which  beset  it,  have  amid  all  their 
denunciation,  dared  lo  speak  truths  home  lo  those 
who  held  the  destinies  of  the  country  in  their 
hands.  Wisdom  has  rebuked  folly;  reason  has  tem- 
pered rashness;— the  love  of  honor  and  peace  has 
signally  triumphed  over  the  wild  spirit  of  ihe  war 
destructives.  The  country  if  not  saved  Iro.n  war  b» 
this  action  of  the  senate  is  at  any  rate  saved  Ironi 
what  would  be  a  slain  .scarcely  less  deplorable  the 
folly  and  wickedness  of  having  invited  and  incited 
,to  It  by  the  hoi  ill  tempered  and  ill  consi.leied 
measures  proposed  by  Mr.  Allen,  and  the  54°  4U' 
men.  ^ 

Whether  we  shall  have  war  or  peace  is  now  al- 
mosi  solely  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Pulk.  He  is  armed 
with  all  the  power  not  of  the  consiituUon  alone  but 
the  ascertained  and  expressed  wish  of  oongrcs.!  for 
the  peaceful  settlement  of  this  question  on  re^.ona- 
ble  terms— while  at  the  same  time  it  is  eq.iaMv  man- 
ifest  that  none  ether  than  reasonable  lerin^  will  bo 
acquiesced  in  by  them  or  tins  counirv.  1  h  •  iillras 
the  54°  4U'  men  are  rehuked-bealen-.l,,,'.,ranm' 
hilated— sh  .rne  ofall  power  and  cnMd.raiion— and 
in  the  place  of  this  weak,  windy,  a„d  noi,v  fa,.,„"n 
there  exists  an  united  mass  comprising  all  parties 
who  declare  49°  is  the  baMs  on  which  this  q'estion 
IS  to  be  se  tied.  It  ,s  ,n  from  „f  this  nu-s,  with  no- 
thing nut  his  own  discreiin„_pa,r,^iisn,  an,,  i„dg. 
ment  to  restrain  him,  that  this  vole  of  congress  has 
put  President  Polk,  wilh  all  the  power  of  the  land 
to  sustain  him.  We  are  glad  it  is  so.  We  wait 
the  developcmcnt  of  hi=  action  with  confidence, 
that  It  will  be  such  as  bchts  his  own  character  and 
the  welfare  and  honor  of  ihe  counlry  which  gives 
him  this  additional  mark  of  conii  lence.  His  nos- 
lerity  is  his  lame;  and  his  fame  will  rest  on  the  way 
he  promotes  the  welfare  and  happi.;essof  his  coun- 
try 

We  consider  this  action  of  congress  as  peculiarly 
happy  and  opportune  at  this  time.  The  English  pa- 
pers, by  the  late  steamer,  show  a  far  more  reason- 
able consideration  of  Ihis  subject.  Several  of  the 
most  important  of  their  journals  recognize  and  re- 
commend the  49°,  as  the  l,asis  of  settlement.  Some 
claim  the  navigation  of  the  Columiiia  unlil  the  fur 
trade  is  exhausted,  say  some  20  years  or  so.  Some 
insist  on  It  forever,  while  others  proposn  to  give  us 
an  equivalent  for  it  the  navigation  of  the  St  Law- 
rence. Any  and  all  these  proposals  approach  what 
is  reasonable  and  may  well  be  considered  as  no 
serious  obstacle  in  so  important  a  matter-but  the 
last  apiiears  to  us  the  most  reasonable  and  proper  of 
all  The  irce  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  vvonld 
be  to  us  a  full  equivalent-perhaps  more  than  a  full 
one.  Our  people  would  be  gainers  vastly—civiliza- 
tion—the  cause  of  human  improvement— the  per- 
manent peace  of  both  countries  would  bo  vastly 
promoted  by  such  an  arrangement  It  would  iniure 
no  one  while  it  would  stimulate  the  enterprise  and 
reward  the  industry  of  thousands  on  both  sides  of  the 
line. 

1  We  again  repeat  that  we  are  glad  that  the  whole 
matter  is  now  m    Ihe   hands  of  the   president,  wilh 

I  the  wishes  and  views  of  congress  and  Ibe  people 
clearly  expressed— we  sincerely  hope  he  will  not 
allow  any  mere  notion  of  form  or  etiqoeite  to  prevent 
him  from  at  once  acting  on  England  for  tlie  settfe- 
ment  of  the  boundary  at  49'^.     If  we  were  lo  choose 

1  ;;'"  ""''"^'^".^^f  "'""'''  "'1"^'-  be  the  party  to  maUe 
the  offer  of  49'  than  to  receive  one  rnm.  the  other 
side.     Wc  think  the  president  wouid  gain  by  so  do- 

I  ing,  because —  ' 

1st.  It  is  right  in  itself. 

2.  If  rejecled  by  Great  Britain,  it  would  unite  all 
men  as  one  lo  his  support. 

3.  Because  we  really  believe  he  wishes  to  sctlle 
this  question  on  Ihjl  basis. 

If  this  question  is  now  promptly  and  al  once  set- 
led,  the  nnlercnces  with  Mexico  will  not  be  difficult 
to  arrange.  Delay  m  this,  compficales  that  and  iu- 
creases  the  danger  of  collision  there. 

These  queslions  o.ice  settled  and  Mr.  Polk  will 
only  have  the  lariU'to  adjust  so  as  lo  restore  lo  agri- 
culture and  commerce  equal  taxaliou  and  a  true  re- 
venue tariff,  and  when  he  has  done  this  he  will  have 
earned  for  himself  a  gratitude  as  warm  and  a  fame 
as  envianle  as  ever  has  fallen  to  the  lot  ol  an  Ame- 
rican statesman.  { rhnrlf.lon  Mn-nm,. 
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Volunteer  Meetings.  We  have  details  of  gene- 
ral mnetings  of  (lie  cilizens,  and  of  resolutions  for 
volunteering,  In  support  of  the  war  from  various  di- 
rections. 

One  took  place  in  Baltimore  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, whicli  was  arldressed  bj  F.  Gallagher,  Coleman 
Yellolt,  and  W.  P.  Preston,  Esqrs.  A  series  of  re- 
solutions were  adopted,  in  virtue  of  which  on  the 
next  day  the  national  flag  was  hoisted  and  a  rendez 
vous  opened  for  volunteers. 

A  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  took 
place  the  same  evening,  at  which  it  is  stated  not  less 
than  twenty  thousand  were  present. 

Insuuance.— T/te  war  clause,  is  now  a  serious  item 
with  the  marine  insurance  olDces.  The  New  York 
Courier  states  that  the  oflicers  there  generally,  in- 
sert the  following: 

"  War  c;«use.— Warranted  by  the  assured  free  of 
all  loss,"daniage  or  charge  arising  from,  during,  or 
in  consequence  of  capture,  seizure,  restraint,  block- 
ade or  detention  resulting  from  war  or  hos'.ilities, 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  or  pretext 
thereof." 

The  clause  is  inserted  in  all  policies  hereafter  to 
be  issued,  or  risks  t-aken  under  open  policies  "to  and 
from  ports  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Cape 
Horn,  to  anil  from  the  coast  of  Brazil,  to  and  from 
all  ports  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  and  from  Cuba, 
and  all  the  West  India  Islands  and  on  the  Main,  and 
all  ports  in  the  United  Stales  south  of  Savannah,  and 
on  all  annual  policies." 

This  virtually  includes  all  voyages  but  those  on 
the  Atlantic  and  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  Couri 
er  goes  on  to  say: — The  first  effect  of  the  war  alarm, 
after  enhancing  the  price  asked  or  diminishing  the 
risk  assumed  by  the  insurance  companies,  is  mea- 
surably to  put  a  stop  to  southern  credits  and  to  the 
execution  of  foreign  orders.  Tlie  former  are  gene- 
rally opened  here  or  in  Europe  against  drafts  passed 
for  the  purchase  of  cotton  in  southern  ports.  Such 
purchases  are  now  suspended.  So  of  foreign  orders, 
which  being  for  the  most  part  limited  to  prices  that 
include  the  nrdinary  rate  of  insurance,  it  is  not  deem 
ed  safe  to  fill  when  a  war  premium  may  be  charged, 
and  thus  change  into  loss  what  otherwise  might 
yield  a  profit. 

"All  foreign  business  is  more  or  less  affecled  by 
this  state  of  things,  and  if  the  ivar  is  really  to  continue 
and  Mexican  letters  of  marque  are  to  add  their  evil 
influence,  we  have  not  jet  seen  the  worst  by  a  good 
deal." 

The  New  York  "Globe,"  an  administration  paper, 
has  the  following  paragraph: 

'■T/ic  UriJerwrUers  of  Mw  York— Privateers.  The 
Balaried  oliiceis  of  the  insurance  companies,  as  a 
board  of  underwriters,  refused  to  insert  the  'war 
clause'  in  their  policies  a  year  ago,  and  now  comes 
the  settling  day  for  their  imbecility.  It  is  well 
known  that  Gen.  Almonte  arranged  for  the  com- 
missioning of  (lOo /iimA'cJ  priralcfrs  several  months 
since;  and  all  the  uflscinjnngs  of  the  ports  of  Eu 
rope  and  South  America,  with  all  the  slave  traders 
afloat,  will  soon  have  commenced  their  direful 
■work.  The  msurance  companies  will,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  be  ntiiieii  in  a  few  loeehi.  as  there  have  bee.T 
no  limits  to  the  ri-ks  they   have  taken." 

The  Marine  Insurance  companies  of  New  York  it 
is  understood,  have  resolved  to  charge  three  premi- 
ums on  all  risks  irii/ioKflhe  war  clause.  Of  course 
Ihey  will  he  governed  by  circumstances  with  rela- 
tion to  the  kinds  of  voyage.  The  U.  S.  tjrazette, 
says,  similar  regulations  will  be  parl-.atly  adopted  m 
Philadelphia.  The  "war  clause"  is  now  inserted  in 
all  the  policies  of  insurance  issued  in  Baltimore. — 
The  rise  of  premiums  will  operate  injuriously  upon 
our  commerce.  Some  dilBculty  has  been  experienc 
ed  in  obtaining  seamen  at  previous  rates,  the  risk  of 
capture  being  alleged  for  demanding  higher  wages. 
Foreign  neutral  shipping  being  exempt  from  these 
charges  and  rihks,  will  no  duubt  be  employed  to  a 
large  extent  instead  of  our  own  shipping. 

'I'he  New  York  Courier  says— 'i'he  insurance  com- 
panies, when  the  parties  desiring  insurance  wish  it, 
omit  the  war  clause  on  payment  of  3  per  cent,  addi 
tlonal  10  the  ordinary  premium  of  IJ  per  cent,  from 
Ihis  port  to  N.  Orleaiia.  This  3  per  cent,  therefore, 
must  be  taken  as  the  present  measure  of  the  alarm 
of  the  iiisurancc  companies. 

AiiMY. — Two  companies  of  U.  3.  artillery  station- 
ed at  Peiisaeula,  anutliur  company  at  Fort  Pike,  and 
one  company  at  Fort  Wood,  near  New  Orleans,  have 
been  ordered  liuthwuh  to  the  Riu  del  Norte,  tjy 
Gen.  Gnines.  'I'hey  ombaiked  Iroiu  New  Orleans, 
on  the  6th  inst.  'I'he  New  Orleans  Tropic  of  the 
6tli  inst.  says— "A  deluelmienl  ol  regular  troops, 
numbering  about  bl),  arrived  yesterday  Irom  Kurt 
Pike,  and  maiched  to  I'leir  q.iaiters  at  the  barrj 


The  U.  S.  quarter  master  has  despatched  all  neces- 
sary arms  and  equipments  to  the  barracks." 

The  St.   Louis  Republican  of  April  30th,  says— 

We   understand  that  the  following  companies  and 

officers  of  the    lOih    rejimcnt   U.  S.  Infantry,  now 

stationed   at  Jefferson  barracks,  are  under  marching 

orders  for  Texas,  an  1  will  leave  as  soon  as  possible: 

Lt.  Col.  Wilson,  Commanding  Co.  K  — Bt.  Major 
Abercrombie;  Company  E,  Captain  A.  S.  Miller,  2d 
lieutenant  Plummer;  bt.  2d  lieutenant  Dilworth; 
Company  G,  Captain  E  Backus,  1st  lieutenant  G. 
W  F.  Wood,  2d  lieutenant,  S.  D.  Carpenter;  Com- 
pany C,  Cai'tain  J.  H.  Lamotte,  Isl  lieutenant  G. 
Barry,  2d  lieutenant  Terrelt. 

The  steamer  Galveston  was  chartered  at  New 
Orleans  on  the  5th,  on  account  of  the  U.  S  govern- 
ment at  $500  per  day,  to  take  troops  to  the  Rio 
Grande. 

Orders  were  received  at  New  York  on  Monday 
afternoon,  by  Col.  Bankhead,  to  despatch  four  com- 
panies of  the  second  artillery,  under  his  command, 
immediately  to  the  seat  of  war.  They  are  to  be 
taken,  one  company  from  Fort  Trumbull.  New  Lon- 
don; one  from  Fort  Hamilton;  one  from  Governor's 
island;  and  one  from  Fort  Milllin,  Delaware  river. 

The  eight  other  companies  of  artillery  on  the  At- 
lantic coast  are  also  ordered  off  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
making  twelve  companies  in  all. 

Companies  D,  E,  F,  and  G  of  the  2d  regiment,  U. 
S.  Artillery,  lately  stationed  in  New  York  harbor  and 
its  vicinity,  have  been  ordered  to  embark  immediate- 
ly for  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  following  officers  accompany  this  battalion. 
Capt.  C.  S.  .Merchant;  1st  lieutenants,  M.  S.  Shack- 
elford, L.  G.  Arnold,  Wm.  F.  Barry;  2d  lieutenants, 
H.  A.  Allen,  J.  Tollen,  D.  Gibson;  brevet  2d  lieu 
tenants,  J.  H.  Carlisle,  Geo.  Edwards,  and  H.  Cop- 
pee.     The  battalion  will  sail  on  Friday  or  Saturday. 

The  company  of  artillery  at  Fort  McHenry,  Balti- 
more, under  Lieut.  Tompkins,  it  was  understood, 
had  received  orders   to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 


had  issued  orders  for  the  enrollment  forthwith,  o(  all 
persons  liable  to  military  duty,  as  preliminary  to  a 
ilraft.  Altogether  twelve  companies,  including  one 
from  Attakapas,  and  another  from  East  Feliciana, 
had  been  mustered  into  service,  com-prising  a  force 
of  about  one  thousand  men. 

The  steamer  ftlonmoulh,  which  left  Galveston  for 
Point  Isabel,  it  appears,  had  but  sixteen  volunteers 
on  board.  The  people  of  Texas  were  waiting  for 
orders  from  their  governor. 

«i  new  fort.  The  St.  Louis  Republican  of  the  5th 
inst.  says — "The  proper  officers  of  the  government 
are  engaged  in  preparations  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  fort  on  the  Missouri.  It  is  to  be  located  about 
270  miles  by  water,  above  Fort  Leavenworth.  The 
lumber,  &c.  necessary  for  the  building,  is  on  board 
the  Amaranth;  she  will  leave  to-day.  This  is  in- 
tended, we  suppose,  to  form  one  of  the  line  of  posts 
to  the  Oregon  territory." 

Navy.  The  U.  S,  steamer  Princeton,  having  been 
repaired  at  the  Charlestown  navy  yard,  Capt. 
French  Forrest  reached  Boston  on  Monday,  with 
orders  for  her  to  proceed  immediately  for  Pensacola. 
By  10  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning  she  was  under 
way  and  went  to  sea  in  fine  style,  all  sails  filled  with 
a  fair  breeze.  Capt.  Forrest  went  as  passenger,  un- 
der orders  to  relieve  Capt.  Dulaney,  in  command  of 
the  frigate  Ciwibertund,  now  in  the  gulf.  'IhePrince- 
on  is  commanded  by  F.  Engle,  Esq. 

The  Mississippi,  U.  S.  steam  frigate,  Capt.  Fitz" 
hugh,  was  ordered  to  start  for  Vera  Cruz,  at  4  P.  M- 
on  the  4th  inst.  from  Pensacola. 

The  St.  Maiy's,  U.  S.  sloop  of  war.  Commander 
Saunders,  on  the  reception  of  intelligence  at  Pensa- 
cola, via  N.  Orleans,  of  the  news  from  Rio  Grande, 
was  ordered  to  get  under  way  immediately  for  Bra- 
zos St.  lago  to  the  aiii  of  Point  Isabel. 

.Hfrican  fquadron.— The  Dolphin,  V.  S.  brig,  Com. 
Pope,    and  the  Maiion,  sluop  of  war.  Com.  Simonds, 

ere  at  Monrovia   April  1,  the   latter  just  from  a 


to   embark    for  Texas.     Several  corps  of  volunteers  j  cruise  down  tlie  coast,  about  to  sail  to  windward  in  a 


of  the  city  immediately  awembled  and  authorized 
their  officers  to  tender  their  services  for  tours  of  duty 
in  the  garrison. 

The  troops  stationed  at  Fort  Moultrie,  at  Charles- 
ton, have  been  ordered  to  the  relief  of  Gen.  Taylor, 
as  have  the  three  companies  stationed  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  near  Norfolk. 

The  New  York  Mirror  saya--"  We  hear  that  the 
orders  for  the  four  companies  stationed  at  the  differ- 
ent posts  in  the  harbors,  to  proceed  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
have  been  countermanded  by  the  war  department, 
which  has  occasioned  no  Utile  surprise." 

Camp  2rf  Reg   Dragoons,  U.  S.  Ji  \ 

Mar  Matamoros,  .Sprit  28,  1346  ^ 
Dear  Sir: — 1  send  you  below  a  copy  of  the  oliicial 
list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  of  the  detachment 
under  the  command  of  Captains  Thornton  ami  Har- 
dee, who  were  cut  off  by  a  parly  of  2,000  of  the 
enemy  (2,000  against  75!)  Some  of  the  killed  re 
sided  in  Pliiladelpiiia. 

A'i(/ci! — Capt.  Thornton,  Lieut.  Kane.  Privates — 
Benjamin  Russell,  Henry  Ruw.-r,  Ezra  Sands,  Wil- 
liam R)an,  furmesly  kept  a  tavern  in  Water  street, 
Philadel|ihia;  John  Sidford,  Philadelphia;  Wm. 
Stewart,  Jas.  Curtis,  Richard  Pryor — has  a  father  at 
No.  132  Buttonwood  street,  Philadelphia;  George 
T.  Styles,  New  Orleans;  Peter  K.  Stevenson,  Theo- 
philus  Whiteman,  David  VVhiteman— father  is  a  gro- 
cer, at  corner  of  George  and  Eleventh  streets,  Phi- 
ladelphia; Geo.  IShlppen.     Total  13. 

Houudfrf,— Privates— Si.  Clair  Shipley,  slightly; 
John  Perkins,  do.;  William  S.  Muff;  mortally;  Geo. 
Jenkins,  since  died;  Patrick  iMcLauglilin,  slightly; 
Henry  Wilk,  slightly,  by  a  lance  in  the  leg.  Total  6. 
PHsmiei'S — Capt.  Hardee.  Privates — John  Ogburn 
and  James  Ogborn,  brothers;  Wilkum  Van  Horn, 
Solomon  Brewer,  George  K.  Curtis,  William  Mc- 
Ginn, Geo.  I).  Barker,  Patiick  Liiin,  Henry  V.  Van- 
silteri,  Shepherd  Black,  Dennis  O'Neil,  Geo.  Slack, 
James  West,  Barker  O'Kyan,  Samuel  G .  Smith,  Pe- 
ter O'Ratferty,  John  Peters,  James  Cass,  Jonathan 
Smith,  John  Offerman,  P.  James,  Niles  Ryan,  James 
Peters,  inu--ician;  Lemuel  Pierce,  George  Bassome, 
William  Early,  Ephraim  Baggs,  Jamea  Leeils,  Frank 
Bowers,  William  Cunningham,  Jolin  Seyl'ton,  James 
Wright,  Thomas  Richardsim,  William  Thomas,  Jas. 
Gibbons,  Joseph  Russell,  Charles  Burke,  Frederick 
Myers,  Thomas  Jinks,  Patrick  Ward,  John  Frazer, 
James  lleilgenl,  Euward  Shaw,  Charles  Wood, 
Thomas  IlicUman,  Charles  J   Smilli.     Total  47 


lew  days.  J.  C.  Sjiencer,  jr  ,  purser  of  the  Marion, 
is  deceased.  On  the  30lh  March,  the  Marion's  boat 
was  capsized,  while  croising  the  bar  of  the  Messu- 
rodo  river,  and  Mr.  Joseph  T.  Bartlett,  of  Maine, 
midshipman,  and  Mr.  John  Johnson,  seaman,  were 
drowned. 

Lieut.  W.  D.  Hurst,  of  Philadelphia,  who  was 
some  months  ago  struck  off  the  list  of  the  navy,  for 
fighting  a  duel  with  an  inferior  officer,  has  been  re- 
appointed by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate. 

The  New  York  legislature  closed  their  session 
on  the  13tti  instant.  They  enacted  337  laws  during 
the  128  days  it  continued.  The  anti-rent  bills  were 
all  passed  except  the  one  regulating  the  statutes  in 
relation  to  devise  and  decent. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  session  a  resolution  passed 
the  lower  house,  authorising  the  governor  to  call 
out  50,000  volunteers  for  the  use  of  the  nation  in  the 
war  wiih  Mexico.  The  senate  however  adjourned 
without  taking  any  notice  of  the  resolution. 

Pacific  whalers — Peruvian  decree. — The  follow- 
ing decree  of  the  govern. nent  of  Peru  has  been  re- 
ceived from  the-  United  Stales  consul  at  Payta,  and 
is  publislied  by  the  state  department.  It  is  of  great 
importance  to  our  whaling  vessels  in  the  Pacific: 

"1,  Ramon  Castilla,  president  of  the  republic,  con- 
sidering— 

"1.  That  the  re^ldenls  at  Tumbez  are  deprived  of 
the  advantages  which  they  derived  from  the  pre- 
sence of  the  w  haling  aud  sealing  vessels  at  that  place; 
and — 

"2.  That  the  government  is  bound  to  promote  by 
every  means  in  its  power  the  welfare  and  advance- 
ment of  all  the  places  in  the  republic;  having  obtain- 
ed the  assent  of  the  council  of  stale.  Decree: 

".iriicle  1.  Foreign  or  national  whaling  or  sealing 
vessels  may  enter  the  harbor  of  Tumbez,  on  pay- 
ment of  the  simple  duly  of  ten  dollars  as  anchorage, 
free  from  all  duties  of  port,  captaincy,  roll,  and 
health. 

"3.  The  captain,  agent,  or  assignee,  of  any  whal- 
ing or  sealing  vessel  shall  present  the  manifest  on 
clear  paper,  as  well  as  the  order  for  her  clearance. 

"4.  The  capiain  for  the  port  of  Tumhes,  shall,  of 
his  own  authority  alone,  issue  the  license  to  depait, 
to  whaling  or  sealing  vessels,  whether  national  or 
foreign. 

"5    Whaling  or  sealing  vessels,  remain  subject,  ID 


1  will  write  again  the  first  opportunity.     You  may  I  cases  of  clandestine    iniroduolion  of   merchandise, 
■  ■  even  of  oil,   to  the   penalties  declared   in   the  com- 

mercial negotiation  which  they  infringe. 

"The  minister  of  stale  of  the  treasury  is  charged 
with  the  execution  of  this  decree. 

"Given  at  the  palace  of  the  supreme  government, 
at  Lima,  on  the  3il  of  January,  1846. 

"Ramon  Castilla,  Manuel  del  Rio," 


make  any  uso  of  this  you  think  proper 
1  remain,  yours.  Sic. 
James  Cartlete,  2d  Ri'g.  U.  S.  Dragoons. 
[JV.  r.  Com.  Mvcrliser. 
The  latest  Intelligence  we  have  from  New  Orleans 
states,  that  ihe  governei  of  Louisiana,  in  consequence 
of  Ihe   wiiiil  of  a    sullicient   number  of  volunteers. 
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The  Oregon  Territory.  In  tho  senate,  jestor- 
day,  Mr.  fVestcotl,  from  Ihe  coiiimiltce  on  territories, 
to  whom  was  referred  llie  bill  which  has  passed  the 
other  house  to  extend  jurisdiction,  Sic.,  £tc.,  over  the 
territory  of  Oregon,  reported  that  a  majority  of  the 
commit'lee  do  not  a!;rec  that  it  is  necessary,  or  in 
any  way  expedient,  to  pass  said  bill  in  its  present 
shape  al  this  session;  but  that  the  committee,  alter 
full  and  free  consultation,  liavo  not  been  able  to  co- 
incide in  opinion  with  respect  to  the  several  impor- 
tant alterations  that  it  is  desirable  should  be  made  in 
it;  and  that  the  committee  have  therefore  tiiinnimous- 
ly  instructed  their  chairman  to  move  to  discharge 
said  committee  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  bill.  Mr.  Westcott  lurther  gave  notice  that 
when  the  report  should  come  up  for  consideration, 
he  should  move  to  postpone  the  whole  subject  to  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  Btnton  intimated  that,  when  the  report  came 
up  for  consideration,  he  should  have  something  to  sun 
on  the  s  ibject— .Va(.  InleWsmcer,  21s(. 

[This  would  indicate  that  all  idea  of  proceeding 
further  towards  carrying  out  the  recommendations 
made  by  the  president  in  his  annual  message,  ii  re- 
lation to  the  occupation  of  Oregon,  is,  for  the  pres- 
ent, postponed  by  the  government.] 

The  Week.— The  Oregon  occupation  is  postpon- 
ed. The  sub-treasury  and  specie  currency  arc  post- 
poned. The  anti-protective  tariff  we  find  no  ac- 
count of  except  m  tho  editorial  of  the  Washington 
"Union," — still  fervently  urging  congress  not  to  for- 
get it.  The  Mexican  war,— volunteering  for  the  Rio 
Grande, — and  voting  supplies  for  the  army,  fairly  mo- 
nopolized the  first  of  the  week. 

The  National  Fair,  and  display  of  American 
industry  and  ingenuity,  al  the  seal  of  government, 
was  opened  on  Thursday  the  21st.  Well  may  the 
country  be  proud  of  the  display  there  exhibited. — 
Thousands  upon  thousands  of  people  are  crowding  to 
witness  the  scene. 


The  common  council  of  New   Vork   gave  a   com    I  respect.     The  white  house  and  its  incumbents  were 
pliraenlary  dinner  on   the   14lh  instant,  to  major  A.  i  oppropriatetly  honored  on  the  occasion. 

J.  Donelson,  recently    appointed   U.    S.  minister  to  |  

Prussia.  |      Dead  letter  oFrirr.,  at   Washington,  says   tho 

•!"The  president's  proclamation  announcing  war  with  I  correspondent  of  ihe  Portland  Argus,  employs  four 
Mexico,  is  copied  nearly  word  for  word  from  Mr.  I  clerk».  The  number  of  dead  letters  sent  to  the  ge- 
Madison's  proclamation  of  June  19,  1812,  announc-  i  neral  post  office  he  slates  to  be  not  less  than  1,500,- 
ing  the  declaration  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  ac-  I  qoO  in  a  year!  No  one  attempts  to  read  any  of  them 
cording  to  act  oT  congress  the  day  previously.  The  I  unless  something  of  value  is  found  enclosed.  It 
document  may  be  found   in  Niles'  Register  for  1812.  |  would  take  loo  much   time.     They   are  stowed  into 


[JV.   Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 


bags,  and  once  in  three  months  taken  out  to  the  com- 
mons and  burnt.  There  is  generally  five  or  six  carl 
loads  on  every  such  occasion. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS, 


Obei;on  correspondence.  Tho  following  letters 
from  lord  Aberdeen,  close  the  correspondence  bs- 
Iween  his  lordship  and  Mr.  Pakenham,  as  to  tlie  sub- 
ject of  Ihe  Oregon  territory,  as  publislied  in  England 
by  order  of  the  two  bouses  of  parliament. 

Foreign  office,  Mmh  3il,  1846. 

Sir — I  have  much  satisfaction  in  conveying  to  you 
the  entire  approval  of  her  majesty  of  Ihe  steps  which, 
as  reported  in  your  despatch  of  the  29lh  Jan.  you 
took;  and  of  the  letter  v;hich  you  addressed  to  the 
A.Tioiican  secretary  of  state,  for  the  purpose  ol  as- 
certaining, clearly  and  aul!ioritatively,  whether  the 

United  States  government  would  be  disposed  to  ad-  ,  ,,  .   -  .    ,,         r.       .      u     j-    •   •  u   i       j 

mil  the  application  of  the  principle  of  an  arbitration '""'•>  >-^^'-^'   «"''      'ereafler   to   be  diminished  and 
■       ■       ■■  ■    1,  on  any   other   terms  than  lP;''<'P'?/»'J;^''^"l''   '''«"'''"*'«'» '^ec'-e"c,  but  not 


INniANJOURNAL. 

Jl  trenhj  u'ilA  the  Kansas  Indians  has  been  rccenlly 
ratified  and  promulgated,  the  essential  provisions  of 
which  are  as  follows: 

The  Kansas  Indians  cede  to  tiie  United  States  two 
millions  of  acres  uf  land  on  the  east  part  of  their 
country,  embracing  the  entire  width,  thirty  miles, 
and  running  west  for  quantity.  In  consideration 
thereof,  the  United  Stales  pay  to  the  Kansas  Indians 
$202,OOU— of  whii  h  §200.000  arc  to  he  funded  at 
five  per  cent.,  the  interesl   to   be  paid  annually   for 


the   Oregon    question 
those  which  they  had  already  rejected 

In  thus  acting,  you  have,  in  the  most  judicious  and 
satisfactory  manner,  anticipated  the  instructions 
which  I  was  preparing  to  forward  you  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Wc  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  wait  Mr.  Ilnchanan's 
reply  to  your  appeal  to  hira,  although  I  collect  from 
your  despatch  that  your  proposal  will  certainly  be  re 
fused.      Should  thai  reiylij,  however,  be  of  such  a  nritme 


otherwise.  Oi\e  thousand  to  be  applied  for  purposes 
of  education  annually;  §1,000  for  agricultural  assist- 
ance, imp!..'ments,  &o.;  the  balance,  $18,01)0,  to  bo 
paid  them  annually  in  their  own  country.  The  two 
thousand  dollars,  not  funded,  to  be  thus  appropria- 
ted— first,  necessary  expenses  of  negotiating  this 
treaty;  second,  §400  to  the  missionary  society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  third,  J600  for  tho 
erection  of  a  mill  in  the  Kansas  country.  The  west 
line  of  Ihe  territory  thus  ceded  is  to  be  surveyed,  as 


as  to  give  any  ground  of  hope  that  the  matter  in  dispute  soon  in  the  present  year  as  convenient,  by  the  United 
may  be  bionght  to  an  amicable  issue,  by  means  of  direct  j  Stales.  The  Kansas  Indians  arc  to  remove  from  the 
negotiation,  I  shall  gladly  avail  myself  of  such  an  open-  country  now  ceded  by  the  first  of.May,  1847.  Should 
ing.  If  uol.  It  wiil  then  be  for  her  majesty's  govern-  j  it  be  found  that  there  is  not  sufficient  limbered  lands 
inent  to  consider  what  measures  it  may  be  expedient  [  for  the  use  of  the  Indians,  the  United  Slates  is  to  set 


el  any  emergency  which  may 
[Signed]  Aberdeen. 


lo  adopt,  in  ord 
anso.     1  am,  &.c 

Foreign  office,  MarchSd,  6  P.  M.  184G. 


apart  to  them  forever  a  suitable  territory  on  Iho 
western  boundary  of  the  land  ceded  by  the  treaty. — 
In  consideration  of  which,  the  Kansas  Indians  cede 
the  balance  of  the   reservation  under  the  treaty  of 


executive     JOURNAL. 
APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE    PRESIDENT. 

By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

W'ni.  D.  Hurst,  lieutenant  in  the  navy  from  8th 
September,  1841. 

Robert  Gale,  surveyor,  inspector,  &c.  for  the  port 
of  Havre  du  Grace,  Md.  vice  John  Chew. 

Myer  Jacobs,  do.  of  port  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  vice 
T.  Dadsden,  declines. 

Robert  Howard,  reappointed  naval  officer,  same 
port. 

Rich'd  G.  Banks  reappointed  surveyor,  inspector, 
&,c.  port  of  Hampton,  Virginia. 

Thomas  S.  Wayne,  do.  port  of  Savannah. 

Benton  H.  Crockett,  do.  port  of  Vienna,  Md. 

Archibald  Clark,  do.  St.  Mary's  Georgia. 

Wm.  S.  Pomeroy,  to  be  collector,  &c.  for  the  port 
of  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  vice  Stephen  Lounsbery, 
appointed  during  the  recess  of  the  senate,  in  place  of 
Joseph  Thomp-on,  removed. 

Conaway  Whittle,  to  be  collector,  Stc.  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Va.  lo  renew  former 
commission. 

Thomas  C.  Reynolds,  to  be  secretary  of  legation 
of  the  United  States,  at  Madrid,  vice  Jasper  H.  Li- 
yingston,  resigned. 

Selh  Barton,  of  Louisiana,  to  be  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  vice  Charles  B.  Penrose,  removed. 

Geo.  W.  Sneed,  lo  be  deputy  postmaster  at  Flo- 
rence, Alabama,  vice  Joshua  D.  Coffee,  removed. 

Gideon  Welles,  clerk  of  the  bureau;  of  provisions 
and  clolhing. 

Thomas  Hartly  Crawford,  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, lo  be  judge  of  the  criminal  court  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  vice  James  Diinlop  resigned. 

William  Adams,  lobe  receiver  of  public  moneys, 
&c.  al  Johnson  court  house  house,  Arkansas,  vice 
Alfred  Henderson  removed. 

D I P  L  O  MA  TIC     JOURNAL. 

The  president    has  recognised  T.  Parkin  Soolt  as 


SiR-Since  my  preceding  despateh  of  this  day  s  j^„^  3  jggg  ^„j  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^,,^  first  article  of 
dale  was  written,  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  ^^^.^  '^  •  ^^^-agent  is  lo  be  appointed  loresida 
the   5lh  of   lebruary,  with    Us  enclosure,  by    which     ^.^^^  ^^  J   ^^^  ^  ^^j^,,  HI' 

you  put  me  m    possession  of  the  final  rejection,  by  ^      jy,,  ^^  j^.  j,^  principal  contractor  for  the  re- 

the  United  fe  ates  governmen  ,  of  our  proposal  of  a    ^^^,^,  ^^  ^^^^  gi^.Town  Indians  lo  the  Choctaw  na- 
refercnce  of  the  Oregon  question  to  arbitration.  J  ,^^,,_  ,^,.^  Co^^^^ca,  in  Ouachita  county,  Arkansas,  on 

There  is  of  course,  no  time  before  the  departure  ,  the  8ih  ull.  A  few  days  afterwards  his  horse  was 
of  the  mail  of  this  evening,  for  Ihe  consideration  of   found,  saddled  and  bridled,  but  of  Mr.  13.  no  inteili- 


so  serious  a    question  as  that  which  is    involved  in 
the  president's  decision,  as  now  announced. 

I  am,  &c.  [Signed]  Aberdeen. 

The  Mexican  manifesto.     A  manifesto  uf  "Ihe 


gence  has  been  received.     Il  is  supposed  that  he  was 
waylaid  and  murdered  for  bis  money. 

.Amongst  the  thousand  and  one  rumors  that  now 
HII  the  journals,  we  find  the  Peniistj/Miitaii  saying,  as 
from  good   authority,  "thai  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the 


president  ad  interim"  Paredes,  issued  on  the  23d  |  q,.^^^  nation,  now  in  Washington,  has  offered  to  the 
April  184G,  in  relation  to  hostilities  with  the  United  •  prejidenl  the  services  of  two  thousand  picked  war- 
States,  has  been  received,  and,  with  the  official  docii-  |  ^-^^^^^  should  they  be  required  in  Ihe  conflict  with 
menls  communicated  to  congress  by  president  Polk,  j  Mexico:"  and  the  editor  (that  paper  is  published  in 
accompanying  his  message  of  the  lllh  instant   com-    „,g  ^■^^    ^f  brotherly  love)  coolly  adds:— "This  ii  a 


prising  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Sliddl  with  the 
Mexcan  ministers,  &c.  will  occupy  a  portion  of  our 
next  number. 

The  Washington  "{/nioii"  considers  the  manifesto 
of  Paredes  as  an  official  declaration  of  war  on  the 
pari  of  Mexico,  notwitbstanling  one  of  its  sentences, 
italicized,  reads  thus  "/  solemnly  aimounce  that  I  do 
XOT  declare  war  against  the  United  States  of  America, 
because  it  pertains  to  the  august  congress  of  thai  nation, 
and  not  to  the  executive,  to  settle  definitely  the  reparations 
which  so  many  aggressions  demand." 

-Mail  contracts.  The  general  post  office  has  pre- 
sented a  bustling  scene  forsome  lime  past  with  bidders 
for  conlracts  for  carrying  the  mails  for  the  western 
section  of  the  union.  The  postmaster  general  com- 
menced opening  on  Thursday  and  it  occupied  him 
until  Monday.  About  18,000  bids  were  made.  For 
the  (iO  or  70  routes  in  Arkansas,  for  instance,  more 
than  1,000  bids  were  made.  There  will  be  a  saving, 
il  is  said,  of  thirty  or  forty  per  cent,  compared  with 
the  last  contracts. 

The  gentlemen  who   came  on    to   Washington    lo 


vice  consul  of  his  holiness  the  Pope,  for  the  state  of  j  bid  for  conlracls,  had  a  formal  interview,  in  a  body, 
Maryland,  to  reside  in  Baltimore.  I  with  the  president,  a   few   days  since,  as  a   mark  of 
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ly  of  brotherly  love) 
most  praiseworthy  movement,  and  we  have  no  doubt 
will  be  made  use  of  effectively,  if  occasion  requires." 

naval   journal. 

.VoDi;  post  office.  Under  the  instructions  given  by 
the  house  of  representatives  to  one  of  its  coraraitleeB, 
a  bill  has  been  reported  providing  for  the  transferor 
the  revenue  and  post  otlice  branches  of  the  navy  to 
the  navy  department.  We  have  now  three  descrip- 
tions of  navies:  one,  the  navy  proper,  under  the  or- 
ders of  the  navy  department;  one,  the  revenue  marioe 
navy,  under  the  treasury  department;  the  other,  the 
post  office  navy,  under  the  orders  of  the  posl  office 
department.  The  house  has  wisely  determined  lo 
place  the  whole  under  Ihc  direction  of  the  navy  de- 
partment. 

Tlic  Crngrcss  frigate  captain  Stockton,  spoken  30lh 
January  in  latitude  48°  34',  Ion.  16G  52  W.  all  well; 
from  Rio  Janerio  for  tho  Pacific. 

The  Dale,  U.  S.  sloop  of  war,  was  taken  into  dry 
dock  last  week,  and  will  be  immediately  repaired 
and  equipped  for  service. 

The  Revenue  cutters,  Ihal  can  be  spared  from  their 
respective  slationa  have  been  ordered  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 
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The  Spanish  squadron  now  in  Ihe  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
is  said  to  consist  of  one  ship  of  the  line,  one  frigate, 
one  sloop  of  war,  three  stoara  ships,  five  brigs  of 
war,  and  several  schooners  and  transports. 

The  Gulf  squadron.  The  frigate  Raratan  reached 
the  squadron  of  Vera  Cruz  on  the  18lh  ult.  And 
commodore  Conner  transferred  his  flag  to  her.  He 
sailed  from  Vera  Cruz  on  the  23d,  on  a  cruize  off  the 
coast,  accompanied  by  the  Cumberland,  Potomac, 
and  Falmouth.  The  fleet  had  previously  gone  out 
to  sea  for  ^  day  or  two,  to  give  the  men  the  benefit 
of  fresh  air,  &c.  The  sloop  of  war  John  Adams 
was  the  only  vessel  of  war  lying  at  Saorificios. 

The  Portsmouth  and  Shark,  left  Mazatlan,  for  sea 
on  the  Ist  April. 

It  is  stated  that  not  a  case  of  yellow  fever  has  yet 
occurred  in  the  squadron — general  health  good. 

The  US  brig  Perry,  commander  Blake  sailed  from 
Norfolk  on  the  IGth  for  Chagres. 
''iJMidshipman  JWcRoe,  goes  out  in  the  Perry,  "as 
bearer  of  despatches,  to  the  Pacific  squadron.  He 
is  to  await  the  return  mail  at  Chagres,  and  there  re- 
port to  commodore  Conner. 

The  Independence,  at  Charleston  navy  yard,  has  as 
many  men  as  can  conveniently  work  upon  her,  now 
busily  employed  in  repairing  her. 

The  Cccalur,  sloop  of  war  is  now  fitting  for  service 
at  Norfolk. 

The  Brandywine  frigate  has  also  a  few  additional 
hands  employed  in  fitting  her  for  service  at  the  navy 
yard. 

The  Truxton,  U.S.  brig,  is  also  ordered  to  be  fitted 
forthwith.  Commander  Carpenter  takes  charge  of 
her. 

!*  Recruits  for  the  service  are  sought  for  at  the  rendez- 
vous. 

Privateering.  The  Washington  Union  says— Ap- 
prehensions have  been  expressed  that  Mexico  may 
issue  letters  of  marque  to  Spanish  subjects  in  Cuba, 
to  cruise  against  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  that  privateers  may  he  fitted  out  in  the  ports  of 
that  island  for  this  nefarious  purpose.  Indeed,  it 
has  been  suggested  that  the  two  Mexican  steamers, 
which  have  been  recently  transferred  to  the  Havanna, 
have  been  sent  there  with  this  object.  Wc  know 
that  the  government  of  Spain  would  not  sanction 
such  a  proceeding;  but  it  is  not  generally  known  that 
a  Spanish  subject  could  not  accept  a  commission 
for  this  purpose  from  the  Mexican  government  with- 
out being  guilty  of  piracy.  For  public  information, 
we  copy  the  14th  article  of  our  treaty  wilh  Spain  of 
the  20th  October,  1795,  which  article  is  now  in  force: 

"Article  14.  No  subject  of  his  Catholic  majesty 
shall  apply  for,  or  take,  any  commission  or  letters 
of  marque,  for  arming  any  ship  or  ships  to  act  as 
•  privateers  against  the  said  United  States,  or  aKainst 
the  citizens,  people,  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
Slates,  or  against  the  property  of  any  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  any  of  them,  from  any  prince  or  slate  wilh 
which  the  said  United  States  shall  be  at  war. 

"Nor  shall  any  citizen,  subject,  or  inhabitant  of 
the  said  U.  Slates  apply  for  or  lake,  any  commission 
or  letters  of  marque  for  arming  any  ship  or  ships  to 
act  as  privaleers  against  the  subjects  of  his  Catholic 
majesty,  or  the  property  of  any  of  them,  from  any 
prince  or  state  wilh  which  the  said  king  shall  be  at 
war.  Jlnd  if  any  person  of  either  nation  shall  take  such 
commissions  or  letters  of  iiuirque,  he  shall  be  punished  as 
a  pirate." 

Thatis,he  shall  be  ^'hung  by  the  neck  until  he  is  dead." 


THE  WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


The  Campaign. — The  President  and  his  Cab- 
inet without  doubt,  have  determined  immediately 
to  concentrate  such  a  force  upon  the  Mexican  fronliur, 
as  they  dcern  adequate  for  an  efl'eclual  invasion  of  the 
enemies  territory,  provided  the  war  is  not  terminated 
before  the  forces  shall  reach  their  destination.  In 
addition  to  the  regular  forces  comprising  the  ".Irmy 
of  Occupation,"  under  General  Taylor,  at  least  thirty 
thousand  of  the  volunteers  authorised  by  the  recent 
act  of  congress  will  be  forthwith  ordered  to  the  Rio 
Grande.  It  is  understood  that  these  will  be  detailed 
from  tho  States  nearest  to  the  scene  of  action. 

The  President  lias  called  upon  the  Governor  of 
Maryland  to  furnish  two  thousand  men,  as  the  con- 
tribution of  this  State.  Governor  Pratt  received  the 
requisition  on  the  20Ui  Inst. 

The  thirty  thousand  volunteers  alluded  to,  wc 
presume,  will  be  exclusive  of  the  troops  now  con- 
centrating from  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama, 
Texas,  &c.  under  requisitions  from  GeiieraLs  Taylor 
and  Gaines,  and  which  were  authorised  by  laws  in 
existence  prior  to  tlic  volunteer  act,  alluded  to. 


It  is  to  be  feared  that  government  will  find  dif- 
ficulty in  adjusting  the  several  descriptions  of  forces 
thus  organizing  or  contemplated.  The  volunteers 
that  are  now  embarking  under  the  call  from  Gen. 
Taylor,  certainly  calculate  on  a  tour  not  extended 
beyond  the  emergency.     It  was   for   the  immediate 


safety   of  Point  kabel  and   to  secure  supplies  and 

succor  to  GeneraW'ajlor,  o[ 

and  not  with  a  view  ot  being  detained  to  invade  MeX' 


opposite  to  Matamoras- 


ico,  that  the  Louisiana  Legion  for  instance  have  so 
suddenly  left  their  families  and  occupations. 

Next  we  shall  have  nearly  ten  thousand  men  un- 
der Ihe  requisition  made  upon  the  southwestern  states 
by  General  Gaines.  The  term  for  which  these  can 
be  held  in  service  under  the  law  which  authorised 
his  call,  is  limited  if  we  mistake  not,  to  three  months 
— a  term  too  short  to  accomplish  much  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  Union. 

And  nest  comes  Ihe  requisition  for  "volunteers," 
under  the  provisions  of  tlie  act  passed  by  con- 
gress last  week.  These  will  be  required  to  serve 
for  not  less  than  six  months,  and  may  therefore  be 
available  for  a  foreign  campaign,  if  it  be  brief. 

One  difficulty  in  these  ramifications  will  be,  that  in 
consequence  of  these  requisitions  from  Gens.  Taylor 
and  Gaines  upon  the  southwestern  states,  the 
VOLUNTEERS  required  for  the  last  mentioned  corps 
may  not  so  easily  be  found  there. 

To  muster,  officer,  organize,  arm,  and  discipline 
twenty-five  thousand  volunteers;anrl  move  them,  ac 
companied  with  sufficient  supplies  and  munitions  to 
the  borders  ready  to  commence  an  effective  invasion 
of  Mexico,  will  occupy  at  least  three  months.  Pre. 
cipitance  would  be  disastrous.  Let  whatever  is  done, 
be  well  done. 

The  Command  of  the  Armv. — Thus  concentrating, 
is  to  be  entrusted  to  Major  General  Scott,  who, 
next  to  the  President,  is  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
United  States  army,  and  whose  services  are  now  re- 
quired in  the  field.  His  experience  as  a  Commander 
will  be  of  value.  His  cool  judgment  may  be  equally 
important.  *  It  is  probable  that  he  will  not  assume 
the  immediate  command  until  the  "Army  of  Invasion" 
shall  have  concentrated  on  the  frontier.  A  paragraph 
is  circulating  in  the  papers  of  the  day  which  asserts 
that  Cenei-al  Scott  denies  having  been  consulted  or 
advising  the  movement  of  the  army  beyond  the 
Nueses 

A  war  having  commenced,  the  country  will  of 
course  look  with  scrutenizing  interest  into  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  conducted.  The  genera  1  project  of  the 
campaign,  will  no  doubt  be  a  matter  of  consultation 
with  the  Cabinet,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  the 
superior  officers  that  are  at  the  Seat  of  Government 
Amongst  the  latter  it  happens  fortunately  for  the 
occasion,  that  government  may  avail  of  the  practical 
advice  of, 

Brigidier  General  Wool,  who,  on  his  way  from 
th  e  North ,  for  Texas,  is  now  at  the  city  of  Washington; 
and  likewise  of 

Gen,  Worth,  who,  hud  forwarded  onhis  resignation, 
in  consequence  of  the  orders  of  the  department  dis- 
paraging, as  he  thought,  his  brevet  rank.  He  reached  the 
seat  of  government  from  Rio  Grande  before  the  aiTival 
of  his  resignation,  and  immediately  tendered  his  ser- 
vices to  government  in  whatever  capacity  they  might 
be  deemed  most  useful.  The  President  decided  not 
to  accept  his  resignation,  and  he  left  Washington  on 
the  9th  instant  to  join  the  army  again.  Not  only  the 
Army,— his  countrymen  will  approve  of  both  his 
patriotism    and    spirit.       Of    General    Worth,    an 

ofiicer     under     General     Taylor     writes: "The 

high  reputation  of  this  officer,  and  his  unquestionable 
military  genius,  had  secured  the  confidence  of  every 
officer;  while  his  p^rso'ial  gali:ii.!ry,  iqually  well 
known,  won  for  iii:u  the  love  and  admiration  of  every 
soldier  in  the  command.  At  the  passage  of  the  Color- 
ado he  was  the  second  in  command,  aiid  at  the  word 
"forwai-d"  he  and  his  staff, '  Leeds,  Magrudcr,  Deas 
and  IJlake,  plunged  into  the  flood  and  led  the  advance, 
(then  considered  "a  forlorn  hope")  amidst  the  cheers 
of  the  troops  drawn  up  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
landed  within  twenty  yards  of  the  Mexicans  who 
skirted  the  opposite  side.  The  enemy  become  panic 
struck  and  fled  precipitately" 

General  Taylor,  in  command  of  tlic  "Army  of 
occupation,"  "wa-s  born  in  Virginia,  ami  raised  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Louisville,  Ky.  He  entered  tlic  army, 
as  a  lieutenant,  in  lt!08;  was  a  captain,  and  greatly 
distinguished  himself  in  the  defence  of  l^ort  Harrison, 
in  the  war  of  1812,  which  post  ho  commanded  when 
it  was  attacked  by  a  greatly  superior  force  of  British 
and  Indians.  For  his  gallant  conduct  on  that  occa- 
sion he  was  made  a  brevet  major,  being  the  firet  brevet 


that  was  conferred  in  that  war.  General  Taylor  was 
in  Florida  during  a  part  of  the  late  Seminole  war,  and 
commanded  in  person  at  the  battle  of  Occochubbe,  on 
the  2.5th  December,  1837.  His  gallantry  and  skill 
on  that  occasion  won  for  him  the  rank  of  brevet 
brigadier  general." 


The  Mexican  Commander,  Arista,  beyond 
doubt,  is  an  able  officer.  He  has  exhibited  both 
gallantry  and  tact.  His  not  making  a  dash  upon  Point 
Isabel,  before  Gen.  Taylor  arrived  there,  convinces 
us  that  he  is  not  in  as  much  force  on  this  side  of  the 
Rio  Grande  as  was  apprehended,  else  he  would 
have  attempted  to  make  so  important  a  prize.  If 
he  had  an  adequate  force,  his  failure  to  do  so  showed 
want  of  generalship. 

General  Taylor's  movement  to  that  point,  con- 
firmed the  estimate  in  which  he  is  held  as  an  able 
officer. 

Matamokos,  is  an  old  Spanish  cily,  beautifully  situat- 
ed on  the  southern  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  within  its 
folds,  so  ihat  its  front  and  rear  are  both  on  the  river — 
Seen  from  the  American  side,  it  has  every  appearance 
of  being  an  Ameriean  town.  The  streets  intersect  each 
other  at  right  angles,  and  appear  to  be  lined  with  many 
varieties  of  .shade  trees,  which  give  the  town  an  air  of 
coolness  and  render  its  appearance  very  inviiing.  Many 
of  the  buildings  are  built  of  buck,  and  in  the  modern 
style  of  architecture.  The  cathedral,  market,  and  build- 
ings occupied  by  the  military,  are  among  the  finest. — 
Ttiedwellings  of  the  poorer  classes  are  constructed  with 
canes,  brush,  mud,  and  the  like  materials,  and  are  es- 
sentially Mexican.  The  town  has  about  7,000  inhabi- 
tants, but  formerly  contained  double  its  present  number, 
and  was  a  place  of  some  importance.  The  rnpid  de- 
cline is  owing  to  their  internal  commotions  and  the  grow- 
ing indolence  of  the  people.  The  citizens  are  all  under 
Ihe  rule  of  the  military,  and  are  obliged  to  provide  for 
them.  Xhe  military  is  supreme,  and  the  orders  of  their 
general  are  law 

The  vicinily  of  Matamoros  |is  peopled  on  both  sides 
of  the  Rio  del  Norte  by  Mexicans,  who,  so  far  from  ever 
having  admitted  themselves  to  be  Texans,  have  been 
actively  contributing  to  carry  on  the  war  between  Mex- 
ico and  Texas  ever  since  its  commencement.  They  are 
strew'ed  over  the  region  about  as  thickly  as  in  many  of  the 
interior  counties  of  our  states,  and  a  Ievy&»  masse,  would 
produce  several  thousand  men  in  arms,  fully  equivalent 
to  our  militia.  Even  if  a  love  of  Mexico,  or  apprehen- 
sions for  their  own  families  or  property,  tailed  to  inspire 
them,  there  is  no  doubt  ihat  a  prospect  of  plunder  and 
of  eclat,  if  once  inspired  with  the  idea  of  taking  an 
American  army  or  their  iTiunition.s  and  provisions,  would 
rally  some  thousands  of  them  in  an  instant. 

"Chapparai,"  a  term  which  we  find  in  the  letters 
from  the  Rio  del  Norte,  is  synonimous  with  "Hammock," 
with  which  we  all  became  familiar  during  the  Seminole 
war.  It  is  a  thicket,  composed  of  the  mcscheie,  man- 
grove, shrub-bay,  and  vines,  matted  closely  together,  all 
growing  from  a  soil  thick  wilh  spiny  plants.  The  ave- 
rage height  of  these  plants  is  about  ten  or  twelve  feel, 
and  may  be  considered  impene'rable  for  cavalry. 

The  New  Orleans  papers,  the  Tropic  and  Bullcfin, 
publish  engravmgs  of  the  position  ot  General  Taylor's 
camp.  The  Tropic  says  it  extends  about  four  miles  along 
the  river  bank — two  miles  above  and  two  below  Mata- 
moros. Theentrencliinent  to  erect  it  required  iwenty- 
three  hundred  men  for  thirty  days.  It  is  made  of  sand, 
and  covered  over  with  twigs,  woven  together  like  basket 
work,  surrounded  by  a  very  wide  and  deep  ditch.  The 
walls  of  the  magazine,  in  the  interior  of  the  forlificatioa, 
are  formed  of  pork  barrels  filled  wilh  sand,  seven  tiers 
thick,  four  tiers  high,  covered  over  with  timber,  on  which 
sand  is  piled  ten  or  twelve  feet.  Twelve  heavy  pieces 
of  ordnance  are  so  placed  as  to  command  the  town  of 
.Matamoros.  They  add:  "Five  hundred  men  could  de- 
lend  the  fortification  against  any  force  the  Mexicans 
could  bring  against  it  at  present." 


INCIDEiMS  OF  the  CAMFAIG.V. 

AprilWih.  Capi.  Waleer,  commander  of  a  nnrti- 
zan  corps  of  Texan  Rangers,  Ihisevening  reached  Point 
laabel,  having  suffered  severely,  and  as  he  supposed, 
lost  nearly  all  of  his  detachment  in  an  afliur  sviih  a  large 
body  of  Mexicans,  which  he  encountered  whilst  recun- 
noitering  between  Point  Isabel  and  Gen.  Taylor's  camp, 
opposite  to  I\Iatamoro8.  The  captain,  however,  whom 
we  are  proud  to  learn,  is,  as  well  as  the  lamented  Col. 
Ckoss,  a  nutive  of  Prince  George's  county,  Maryland, — 
true  sons  of  "The  old  Maryland  /.i/ir,"  disiinguished*in 
the  annals  of  the  revolution,  liy  a  (ame  that  never  fault- 
ered  from  the  firsi  encounter  in  the  memorable  battle  of 
Long  Island,  to  the  close  of  the  eventful  struggle  for  in- 
dependence;— Capt.  Walker,  wc  were  about  to  soy,  so 
far  from  being  deterred  by  the  ilisnster  he  had  met  with, 
instantly  volunteered,  if  any  four  men  would  join  him, 
to  proceed  to  Gen,  1  nylor's  camp  at  the  risk  of  his  life, 
acquaint  him  with  llir  .situation  of  iifliiirs  at  Point  Isabel, 
and  bring  back  any  orders  he  might  onlrusi  him  wilh. 
As  ihe  impression  was,  thai  some  thousand  Mexican 
troops  lay  in  the  route,  the  proposition  was  considered 
almost  fool-hardy.  Six  brave  Icllows  however  accepted 
his  challenge,  and  the  parly  started  accordingly. 

The  papers  received  furnish  no  reliable  account  of 
his  e.xcursion.  One  siniemenl  says  that  two  of  the  parly 
were  killed  by  the  Mexicans.     Tho  captain's  horse  wai 
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killed,  without  doubt,  as  we  see  by  the  New  Orlcnns 
papers  of  tho  I'2th,  that  the  spirilpd  ciiiznns  of  that  ciiy 
had  determined  to  send  the  captnin  a  splendid  charter 
to  replace  his  own.  He,  however,  reached  the  camp, 
and  was  tho  iirst  to  acquaint  Gen-  Taylor  with  the  situ- 
ation of  afl'airs  at  Point  Isabel. 

Gen.  Taylor  had  now  nearly  completed  the  defences 
constructed  opposite  to  Matamoros.  The  citadel  of  the 
position,  an  irregular  he.xagon,  with  hastioncd  fronts, 
and  a  capacity  to  receive  1,200  men,  though  it  may  be 
defended  by  500,  he  considered  suRicienl  to  sustain  a 
regular  a.ssault  for  at  least  ten  d.ays,  from  disciplined 
troops  and  sciemific  approach  from  trenches.  The  pre- 
sent Mexican  forces  would  scarcely  attempt  to  carry  ii 
by  storm. 

The  general's  ne.\t  object,  of  course,  was  to  secure  a 
supply  of  provisions  and  ammunition,  ihenRrowinH  very 
short  in  his  camp,  in  consequence  of  the  interruption  of 
communication  with  Point  Isabel,  where  they  had  been 
landed  and  remained  in  store.  On  learning  from  Capi. 
Walker  the  state  of  afl'airs  upon  the  route,  he  promptly 
decided  to  secure  the  depot,  and  re-open  communica- 
tions. 

Entrusting  the  works  opposite  to  Matamoros  to  the 
command  of  Major  Bkown,  and  leaving  with  him  tlic 
7ih  regiment  of  infantry  and  two  companies  of  artillery, 
under  command  of  Capt.  LowD  and  Lieut.  Brjggs, 
with  about  500  men.  Gen.  Taylor  witbthe  rest  of  the 
army  under  his  command,  on 

Miiy  Isf,  took  up  his  line  of  march  for  Point  Isabel, 
expecting  in  all  probability  to  meet  with  about  an  equal 
number  of  the  ■'Mexicans  in  some  of  the  innumerable 
defiles  upon  the  route.  Not  a  Mexican  was  to  be  seen 
however. 

May  2d.    Gen.  Taylor  encamped  at  Point  Isabel. 

Mav  3d.  The  Mexican  commander  having  ascer. 
tainea  the  absence  of  the  most  of  the  American  forces 
from  before  Matamoros,  at  5  u'elock  this  morning  open- 
ed a  cannonade  from  their  fort  with  seven  guns.  Fbe 
fire  was  promptly  responded  to  from  the  American  bat- 
tery.  In  thirty  minutes  the  Mexican  fort  was  silenced, 
two  of  their  guns  supposed  to  have  been  dismounted. 

A  fire  was  then  commenced  from  the  Mexican  lower 
fort,  and  a  mortar  battery,  which  was  kept  up  without 
intermission  until  half  past  seven  o'clock. 

The  fire  from  these  was  deliberately  returned  by  the 
Americans,  and  as  a  pan  of  Matamoros  was  witfiin  ihe 
range,  some  of  the  houses  necessarily  suffered.  The 
inhabitants  had  no  doubt  withdrawn  from  that  direciion 
before  they  commenced  the  fire  from  their  forts. 

This  cannonade  from  t'lese  positions  was  continued 
occasionally  until  10  o'clock,  when  it  was  suspended  for 
a  time,  but  was  resumed  occasionally  until  midn'ght. — 
The  Mexicans  exhausted  some  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred 
shot,  but  with  very  little  efTect.  One  sergeant, —we  think 
he  was  of  company  B,  3d  regiment,  and  not  of  compa- 
ny Ar-7ih-Tegiinent,  as  in  the  following  extract,  from  the 
statements  before  us,  was  the  only  American  killed,  no 
one  wounded, — and  though  the  enemy's  fire  was  for  a 
Ion"  time  concentrated  upon  our  ISpouuder  battery, 
and  the  shot  frequently  struck  the  embrasures,  no  gun 
was  injured. 

No  information  as  to  the  e.xtent  of  casualties  sustained 
by  the  enemy,  had  been  received. 

A  letter  from  an  officer  says:  "The  Mexicans  fired 
the  first  shot  at  reveille,  and  the  way  4,  6,  9,  and  I'2  (I 
thirik)  pound  shot  flew  about  these  parts  was  a  sin,  and 
their  mortars  throiviiig  shells  kept  the  atmosphere  in  con- 
tinued confusion  with  their  "whiz!  whiz!  bana!''  all  the 
time. 

"It  would  have  warmed  the  wax  in  your  ears  to  have 
heard  our  ISpouuders  "giving  out  the  cry.''  One  shot 
struck  in  the  embrasure  of  The  enemy's  works,  and 
knocked  cannon,  carriage,  embrasure,  and  men  'into 
fits."    Wo  have  no  mortars.  «  »  » 

"Up  to  the  present  speaking,  the  enemy  have  thrown 
between  1,200  and  1,300  shot,  solid  and  hollow,  while 
we  have  fired  337.  On  our  side,  one  sergeant — of  com- 
piiny  A,  7th  regiment— has  been  killed,  and  one  man 
slightly  wounded  in  the  arm.  This  is  all  the  damage  to 
us;  the  extent  of  damage  to  the  encmv  is  not  known, 
but  must  be  considerable.  It  is  almost  incredible  to  sup- 
pose we  should  receive  so  little  injury  from  so  many 
ehot." 

General  Taylor  was,  of  course,  anxious  to  learn 
the  result  of  all  this  cannonading,  which  was  dis- 
tinctly heard  at  Point  Isabel. 

May  ilh,  4  o'clock,  P.  M—Capt.  May,  with  a  squad- 
ron of  dragoons  returned  to  Point  Isabel,  from  a 
scout.  Ho  reports  a  heavy  force  encamped  on  the 
road  12  miles  below  Matamoros,  whose  camp  he 
passed  around.  Capl.  Walker  left  .May  with  seven 
of  bis  Texas  Rangers,  and  entered  to  communicate 
with  the  fort  last  night.  May  waited  till  day  break 
for  him,  but  Walker,  not  returning,  he  came  back  to 
camp.  May  and  his  command  were  taken  for  Mexi- 
cans, and  an  alarm  given.  In  twenty  minutes  the 
general  with  his  whole  force  wa^in  full  march  to 
give  battle.  ^ 

Jtfat/  5th. — Walker  not  returned.  Two  Mexican 
scouts  came  in  and  said  they  found  the  chaparel 
lined  with  sentinels  every  where.  Firing  still  heard 
at  the  fort  this  morning. 

Dispositions  were  made  by  General  Taylor  to 
commence  his  return  march  on  the  6th  insl.,  with 
an  ample  train  of  baggage  wagons,  loaded  with 
stores  for  the  army.  Whether  tlic  Mexican  com- 
mander had  concentrated  his  forces  so  as  to  assail 
the  camp  opposite   Matamoros  in  rear  as  well  as  in 


front,  during  tho  absence  of  the  army — whether  the 
works  were  found  capable  of  sustaining  the  assault 
that  had  been  made— or  whether  the  great  body  of 
the  Mexicans  would  take  advantage  of  the  defiles 
and  chaparels  upon  the  route  he  was  about  himself 
to  enter  with  so  cumbrous  a  train  of  baggage,  was 
matter  of  total  uncertainly. 

May  6(/i.— Walker  arrives  with  despatches  from 
Maj.  Brown's  camp,  and  reports  the  particulars  we 
have  detailed  above.  The  Major  was  reserving  his 
ammunition.  All  safe  there.  Walker  thought  that 
an  assault  was  about  to  be  made  about  an  hour  after 
daylight. 

Tho  assurances  so  received,  determined  Gen.  Tay- 
lor to  postpone  his  departure  in  hopes  that  addition- 
al forces  would  arrive  within  a  short  lime  at  Point 
Isabel,  for  Ihe  better  security  of  that  important  sta- 
tion, as  well  as  to  augment  the  en'cctive  force  with 
which  he  would  soon  be  ready  to  encounter  the  ene- 
my, lie  had,  it  is  true,  as  yet  no  intelligence  of  the 
result  of  the  requisitions  which  he  called  for  on  the 
26th  ult.,  but  reasonable  time  had  nearly  elapsed  for 
him  DOW  lo  expect  to  hear  from  his  countrymen. 

According  to  a  statement  which  we  find  published 
in  the  N.  Orleans  Bulletin  of  Ihe  13th,  over  the  sig- 
nature of  "Wm.  H.  Chase,  major  of  .engineers," 
thai  officer  calculates  that  the  two  companies  of  regu- 
lars and  the  company  of  volunteers  from  Mobile, 
(which  left  N.  Orleans  on  the  6th,)  will  reach  Point 
Isabel,  per  Augusta,  on  the  lOth.  The  detachment 
cf  regulars  from  Pensaeola  on  the  llth— Ihe  1st 
battallion  of  Louisiana  volunteers,  per  the  Galves- 
ton, and  some  Texan  rifllemcn  from  St.  Antonio, 
Austin,  Houston,  &c.,  per  the  Telegraph,  on  the  13tb. 
The  Major  goes  on  lo  calculate  that  by  tho  20th 
inst..  Gen.  Taylor  will  have  10,000  men  under  his 
command,  and  that  by  one  or  two  redoubts  thrown 
up  on  tho  line  between  i\Ialauioros  and  Point  Isabel, 
communications  may  be  maintained. 

EXAGGERATIONS,  &C. 

We  have  found  it  no  trifle  of  a  task  to  sift  the 
above  facts  from  such  a  betrogeiious  mass  of  exag- 
gerations and  preposterous  stories  as  filled  the  daily 
papers  and  "extras,"  issued  in  all  directions,  many 
of  them  made  up  for  speculation  and  utterly  regard- 
less of  anything  but  lo  make  a  market  of  public 
credulity.  As  for  instance,  we  have  had  Matamoros 
reduced  lo  ashes,  and  700  Mexicans  killed.  iMajor 
Ringgold  gloriously  distinguishing  himself  in  com- 
mand of  the  American  camp  opposite  to  Matamoros, 
when  in  fact  he  was  with  Gen.  Taylor  at  Point  Isa- 
bel— and  hundreds  of  similar  tales.  Such  whole- 
sale and  indeed  often  unfeeling  impositions  should 
be  visited  upon  their  authors  by  public  indignation. 
Every  hour  is  now  replete  with  incidents  that  re- 
quire truths  to  be  steadily  asserted.  Let  no  sudden 
impulses  from  false  premises  influence  our  commu- 
nities. 

An  article  in  the  Washington  Union,  of  the  I9th, 
compiled  they  say  from  olficial  intelligence  received 
at  Ihe  deparlmenl,  dated  3d  and  5th  instant,  receiv- 
ed after  we  had  placed  the  above  in  type,  confirms 
their  accuaracy  in  every  particular.  The  Union 
says:  "The  affair  with  Capt.  Walker's  Texan  ran- 
gers, as  was  represented  by  rumor,  was  much  exagge- 
rated. In  tho  temporary  absence  of  that  gallant  and 
enterprising  officer  his  company  losl,  by  surprise,  bul 
a  handful  of  men — 8  or  10. 

"In  Ihe  cannonade  Major  Brown,  Captain  Mans- 
field of  Ihe  engineers,  Caplain  Lowd,  and  the  gar- 
son  were  all  much  distinguished.  Gen.  Taylor  al- 
ways writes  coolly.  His  march,  when  he  expected 
to  meet  3,000  Mexican  horse,  was  a  gallant  enter- 
prise. The  Mexicans  have  not  probably  had  good 
and  bad,  4,000  troops  on  the  Rio  Grande." 

Letter  from  Gen.  Taylor. — The  New  Orleans 
Tropic  of  the  4lh  gives  Ihe  following  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Gen.  Taylor. 

"Strong  guards  of  fool  and  mounted  men  are  es- 
lablished  on  the  margin  of  the  river,  and  thus  effi- 
cient means  have  been  adopted  on  our  part  lo  pre- 
vent all  intercourse.  While  opposite  to  us  their 
pickets  extend  above  and  below  for  several  miles, 
we  are  equally  active  in  keeping  up  a  strung  and 
vigilant  guard  lo  prevent  surprise,  or  attacks  under 
disadvantageous  circumstances.  This  is  the  more 
necessary,  whilst  we  have  to  act  on  the  defensive, 
and  thej  are  al  liberty  lo  take  the  opposite  course 
whenever  Ihoy  think  proper  lo  do  so.  Nor  have  we 
been  idle  in  other  respects;  we  have  a  field  work 
under  way,  besides  having  erected  a  strong  battery, 
and  a  number  of  buildings  for  the  security  of  our 
supplies,  in  addition  to  some  respectable  works  for 
their  protection.  We  have  mounted  a  respectable 
baltery,  four  pieces  of  which  are  long  cighloen- 
pouuders,  wilh  which  we  could  biiller  or  burn  down 
the  city  of  Matamoros,  should  it  become  necessary 
lo  do  80.     When  our  field  work  is.complcted  (which 


will  soon  bo  the  case)  and  mounted  with  its  proper 
arinani^'nt,  five  hundred  men  could  hold  it  against 
as  many  thousand  Mexicans.  During  the  twonly- 
scven  days  since  our  arrival  here,  a  most  singular 
slate  of  things  has  prevailed  all  through  the  out- 
lines of  the  two  armies,  which,  to  a  oortaiti  ex- 
tent, have  all  the  feelings  as  if  there  wcro  actual 
war. 

"Fronting  each  other  for  on  extent  of  more  that 
two  miles  and  within  musket  range,  are  batteries 
shotted,  and  the  officers  and  men  in  many  inslancca 
wailing  impalionlly  for  orders  lo  apply  the  matches; 
yet  nothing  has  been  done  to  provoke  the  firing  of  a 
gun  or  any  a.'jt  of  violence. 

"Matamoros,  at  tho  distance  we  aro  now  from  it, 
appears  to  cover  a  large  extent  of  ground,  wilh 
some  handsome  buildings,  bul  1  would  imagine  the 
greater  portion  of  them  lo  be  indiO'erent  one  story 
houses,  wilh  roofs  of  straw  and  walls  o(  mud,  or 
uiiburnt  brick.  During  peace  tho  population  is  said 
lo  be  five  or  six  thousand,  but  it  is  now  filled  lo  over- 
flowing with  troops.  Report  says  from  five  lo  ton 
thousand  of  all  sorts,  regular  and  militia.  The  num- 
ber I  presume  is  very  much  overrated. 

"P.  S. — Since  writing  tho  above,  an  engagement 
has  taken  place  between  a  detadunent  of  our  caval- 
ry and  the  Mexicans,  in  which  wc  were  worsted.  So 
the  war  has  actually  commenced  and  the  hardest 
must  fend  oU." 

extract     of    a    letter     from     an    officer    to    Ills 
FRIEND    IN    THIS    CITV. 

fori  opposite  Matamoros,      \ 
May  ilh,  1846.  J 

I  have  only  time  to  write  a  few  lines  by  the  ex- 
press which  goes  out  to  Point  Isabel  this  evening. — 
Whether  he  succeeds  in  getting  there  or  not  is  doubt- 
ful as  the  Mexican  army,  about  4  or  5,000,  are  en- 
camped about  seven  or  eight  miles  from  here.  I 
suppose  you  have  seen  by  the  papers  that  the  war 
has  commenced  and  we  are  expecting  re-cnforce- 
inenls  of  troops  from  New  Orleans,  &c.  On  the  Ist 
May  Gen.  Taylor  left  here  for  Point  Isabel  with  Ihu 
greater  part  of  his  army,  and  my  regiment  (the  7lli 
infantry)  with  two  companies  of  artillery,  6cc.;  about 
600  men  were  left  to  garrison  the  fort,  then  nearly 
finished.  Yesterday  morning  the  Mexicans  opened 
their  batteries  from  the  town,  which  was  returned 
from  our  18  pounders  and  a  brisk  fire  was  kept  up 
for  an  hour  or  more,  during  which  time  one  of  llieir 
batteries  was  silenced  by  our  guns  and  a  number 
of  shots  fired  on  the  town.  My  station  being  in  one 
of  the  batteries  opposite  the  fori  1  could  sometimes 
hear  Ihe  shot  crashing  through  the  houses.  Our 
guns  stopped  firing  about  10  or  II  o'clock,  as  we 
were  only  wasting  our  ammunition  and  did  but  little 
injury  except  to  the  town.  Tliey  kept  on  firing 
through  the  day  and  pari  of  the  night  and  to-day; 
they  however  do  us  bul  little  injury  as  they  have 
killed  but  one  man  of  our  garrison.  They  have  a 
mortar,  and  annoy  us  considerably  wilh  their  shells — 
no  one  can  tell  where  the  confounded  things  are 
going  lo  fall — several  have  fallen  in  the  fort  and  ex- 
ploded, but  did  no  serious  injury.  We  are  hourly 
expecting  an  attack  from  their  forces,  and  are  pre- 
pared to  make  a  vigorous  defence.  I  will  write  you 
again  by  the  first  opportunity.     *  •  »         • 

»  •  »  *  Yours,  &.C. 

P.  S. — The  Mexicans  will  probably  attack  Gen. 
Taylor  on  his  return  fro.-n  Point  Isabel  wilh  supplies, 
and  if  they  do,  1  have  no  doubt  the  general  will  give 
the  Yellow  Skins  a  sound  drubbing. 

From  Point  Is.vbel. — The  Newport  News  pub- 
lishes Ihe  following  extracts  from  a  letter  from  Point 
Isabel,  which  relate  some  new  facts,  and  gave  en- 
couragement lo  hope  that  the  small  force  there  would 
be  able  lo  mainlam  itself  until  Ihe  arrival  of  rein- 
forcements. 

PoiiU  Isabel,  Texas,  Jiinil  27,  1846. 

Major  Monroe  has  received  orders  to  night,  by 
express,  lo  spare  no  exertions  lo  make  the  defence 
of  this  place  complete.  Wc  shall  defend  it  to  tlia 
last.  Wc  have  1(5  brass  six  pounders,  two  long  18 
do.,  and  two  ship's  guns  for  artillcrj',  all  of  which 
are  manned.  We  have  a  force,  armed  to  Ibc  teeth, 
of  450  men. 

With  these  wc  could  hold  the  post  against  at 
least  1,400,  wilh  the  advantages  wc  have  over 
them.  We  have  a  plentiful  supply  of  powder  and 
balls,  of  all  kinds;  provisions  for  al  least  two  years, 
and  water  in  abundance, — so  that  they  cannot  starve 
us  out;  the  only  way  for  them  lo  do  it,  is  to  lake  us 
by  surprise  or  storm.  Give  us  daylight  for  it,  and 
wc  will  give  them  as  cordial  a  reception  as  Ibey 
could  desire. 

April  28. — Last  night  tho  ferry  boat  broke  adrift 
from  the  Mexican  side,  and  floated  over  opposite  the 
piquet  guard.  One  of  Ihe  Mexicans  attempted  to  get 
her,  by  swimming  lo  her, — the  lieutenant  who  was 
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officer  of  li.e  guard  fired  on  him;  he  then  retu™«d, 
and  got  a  party  of  aoldiers  in  a  boat  to  take  her,  but 
the  lieut.  eoTe  them  such  a  dose  of  buck  and  ball, 
that  they  were  glad  to  get  back  with  one  killed  and  a 
number  wounded.  Thus  you  see  the  gradual  approach 
of  a  general  fight. 

SURPRISE   AND     SURRENDER    OF     CAPTAIN   THORNTON'S 

COMMAND. 

In  our  last  number  amongst  the  list  of  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  affair  of  Captain  Thorn,ton-s  detach- 
ment with  the  Mexicans,  two  distinguished  names 
were  included  as  killed,  that  we  are  delighted  lohnd 
still  amongst  the  living.  Captains  Thornton  and 
HiRDEE  and  Lieut.  Kane,  all  of  the  2d  dragoons, 
haTC  reported  themselves  to  Gen.  Taylor,  by  letter, 
as  prisoners  to  the  Mexicans,  by  whom  they  are 
kindly  treated.  They  are  in  good  health.  We  sub- 
join an  account  of  the  affray  in  which  they  were 
overpowered.  _,  ,  ^ 

On  the  evening  of  the  23d  ult.,  General  Tay- 
lor's spies  brought  in  intelligence  to  the  efiect 
that  about  two  thousand  live  hundred  Mexicans  had 
crossed  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Texas  side  above  the 
American  Fort  and  that  about  fifteen  hundred  of 
the  same  had  crossed  below.  Gen.  T.  immediately 
despatched  a  squadron  of  dragoons  to  each  place  of 
crossing  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering  tliem  and 
ascertaining  their  position.  The  squadron  ordered 
below  was  in  command  of  Captain  Ivor;  the  one 
above  was  commanded  by  Captain  Thornton  and 
composed  of  Captain  Hardee,  Lieut's.  Kane  and 
Mason,  with  sixty-one  privates  and  non-commission- 
ed  officers. 

The  former  commander,  Capt.  Ker,  on  arriving  at 
the  point  where  it  was  supposed  they  had  crossed 
found  that  the  report  was  false,  that  they  had  not 
crossed  there  but  had  all  crosse^  above,  which  was 
afterwards  proved  by  Captain  T.'s  command  bemg 
surprised,  in  which  Lieut.  Geo  Mason  with  nine 
men  were  killed  and  two  wounded.  1  he  wounded 
were  sent  to  Gen.  Taylor's  camp;  the  army  having 
no  hospital  in  the  field.  Capt's.  Thornton,  Hardee 
and  Lieut.  Kane  miraculously  escaped  together  with 
the  balance  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men,  but  were  captured  and  are  now  prisoners  of 
war  in  Mexico. 

The  circumstances  which  led  to  the  surprise  are 
'.these-  After  Capt.  T.'s  command  had  proceeded  up 
the  Rio  Grande  about  twenty-four  miles,  and  as  was 
supposed,  to  within  about  three  miles  of  the  Mexican 
camp  the  guide  refused  to  go  any  further,  and  stated 
for  his  reason  that  the  whole  country  was  infested 
with  Blexicans.  Capt.  T.  however,  proceeded  on 
with  his  command  about  two  miles  when  he  came  to 
a  farm  house,  which  was  enclosed  entirely  by  a  chap- 
Darral  fence,  with  the  exception  of  that  portion  ol  it 
which  bordered  on  the  river,  and  this  was  so  boggy 
as  to  be  impassable.  .u        i  •      r 

Capt  T  entered  this  enclosure  through  a  pair  of 
bars  and  approached  the  house  for  the  purpose  of 
roakhigsame  inquiry,  his  cunimaud  loUowing  him. 
So  soon  as  his  command  had  all  entered  the  enclo- 
sure, the  enemy  having  been  concealed  in  the  ciiap- 
paral  about  two  thousand  live  hundred  in  number, 
completely  surrounded  him  and  commenced  firing 
upon  iiis  command.  He  then  wheeled  his  com- 
mand Ihinkiug  that  he  could  charge  through  the 
■enemy  and  pass  out  where  he  had  entered,  not 
however  witiioul  a  considerable  loss.  This  he  at- 
tempted but  did  not  succeed,  the  enemy  being  too 
strong. 

At  this  instant,  Capt.  Hardee  approached  him  for 
the  purpose  of  advising  him  how  to  extricate  them- 
selves. The  firing  of  the  enemy  still  continuing, 
Capt.  Thornton's  horse,  having  doubtless  received  a 
shot,  ran  away  with  him  and  leaped  the  chapparal 
fence  and  plunged  into  a  precipice,  where  he  lell, 
with  Capt.  T.  under  him,  where  the  latter  remained 
insensible  for  five  or  six  hours.  This  casually  placed 
Capt.  Hardee  in  command,  who  attempted  with  the 
residue  to  make  his  escape  b)  the  river,  intending  on 
arriving  at  its  margin  to  swim  it.  In  this  he  failid, 
llnduig  it  so  boggy  that  he  could  not  get  to  it.  He 
then  rctuined,  taking  the  precaution  to  get  out  of  dia- 
tancu  of  musketry,  dismounted  and  examined  the 
aru's  of  liis  men,  detcniiining  to  sell  their  lives  us 
dearly  as  poHsiblo. 

Before  ho  had  succeeded,  however  in  the  inspec- 
tion of  his  arms,  a  Mexican  olDcer  rode  up  and  asked 
him  to  surrender.  Capt.  11.  replied  that  he  would 
surrender  on  one  condition,  which  was,  that  if  the 
Mexican  general  would  receive  them  as  prisoners  of 
war  and  treat  them  as  the  most  civilized  nations  do, 
lie  would  surrender,  but  on  no  other  conditions. — 
The  Mexican  officer  bore  this  moss.ige  to  the  gene- 
ral commanding,  and  returned  with  the  nssuronco 
that  ho  would.  Captain  II.  then  surrendered.  Cap- 
tainu  Thornton  and  Hardee,  with  Lieut.  Kano  and 
the  lesWue  of  the  nou-coinmisiloned  officers  and  pri- 


vates of  Capt.  T.'s  command,  are   now  prisoners  of 
war  in  Mexico.     The  enemy  treat  them  remarkably 

3ll. 

Lieut.  Geo.  Mason  was  a  fine  young  officer,  and 
his  death  is  much  regretted.  His  'ahre  belt  was  re- 
cognized among  some  articles  that  were  subsequent- 
ly captured  from  the  enpmy. 

Capt.  Walker's  detachment.— The  N.  Orleans 
Picayune,  of  the  9th  May,  furnishes  the  following 
account  brought  hy  the  Ellen  and  Clcirn,  Capt.  Grif- 
fin, which  sailed  from  Point  Isabel  on  the  29th  ult.— 

"We  learn  from  Capt.  Griffin,  and  Dr.  N.  Briggs, 
a  passenger,  who  has  been  several  months  with  the 
army,  that  Capt.  Walker,  formerly  of  the  Texan  re- 
venue service,  who  has  been  stationed  between 
Point  Isabel  and  Gen.  Taylor's  camp,  with  a  body 
of  twenty  four  volunteer  Texan  Rangers,  found  se- 
veral of  the  teams  which  had  started  from  the  point 
for  the  camp  were  returning,  and  reported  that  the 
Mexicans  were  on  the  road.  He  started  from  his 
camp  on  the  28th  with  his  whole  force  to  reconnoi- 
tre, and,  if  possible,  open  a  communication  with 
Gen.  Taylor.  He  had  proceeded  as  far  as  about 
midway  between  Point  Isabel  and  the  camp,  when 
an  overwhelming  Mexican  force  appeared  very  sud- 
denly. A  portion  of  his  troops  were  raw;  these  he 
instructed  to  keep  on  his  right,  and  gave  orders  to 
the  whole  to  retire  under  cover  of  a  chaparelle  in 
view." 

But  his  raw  troops,  panic  stricken,  scattered  in 
confusion,  and  the  Mexicans  advancing  in  over- 
whelming numbers,  he  was  compelled  to  retreat. — 
He  was  followed  by  the  Mexicans  v/ithin  a  mile  of 
Point  Isabel,  where  he  arrived  with  only  two  of  his 
men.     Six  others  subsequently  came  in. 

Captain  Walker  estimated  the  number  of  Mexi- 
cans be  encountered  at  J500,  and  he  supposes  that 
at  least  30  of  them  fell,  during  the  fifteen  minutes, 
which  he  engaged  them.  This  force  is  supposed  to 
be  a  piirtion  of  that  which  had  at  the  last  accounts, 
crossed  the  Rio  Grande  some  20  or  25  miles  above 
Matamoros,  and  which  is  estimated  at  3000  men.  It 
is  believed  thai  they  had  arrived  at  the  position  they 
occupied  by  taking  a  circuitous  rout  on  the  eastern 
side  of  Gen.  Taylor's  camp. 

No  communications  had  been  had  with  General 
Taylor,  at  Point  Isabel,  for  three  days  previous  to 
the  departure  of  the  Ellen  and  Clara.  At  the  last 
accounts  it  was  reported  that  he  had  but  ten  days' 
provisions.  Captain  Walker,  immediately  after  his 
arrival,  gallantly  tendered  his  services  to  .Major 
Monroe,  the  commander  at  Point  Isabel,  if  four  men 
would  accompany  him,  to  make  his  way  to  General 
Taylor  with  despatches,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  His 
offer  was  accepted,  and  accordingly  he  started  at 
daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  29th. 

During  the  nights  of  the  27th  and  28lh  the  troops 
at  Point  Isabel  were  in  constant  expectation  of  being 
attacked,  and  dispositions  were  made  accordingly. — 
The  masters  and  crews  of  vessels  in  the  harbor  were 
called  on,  on  the  28th,  and  spent  the  night  under 
arms.  On  that  night,  500  men  were  furnished  with 
arms,  of  which  about  50  were  seamen. 

The  works  were  as  perfect  as  it  was  possible  to 
make  them  under  Iho  circumstances,  and  it  was  gen- 
erally believed  that  should  but  fifteen  hundred  Mex- 
icans attack  Ihe  place,  they  could  be  at  least,  held  at 
bay  until  reinforcements  arrived.  Messrs.  Monroe 
and  Saunders,  it  is  stated,  deserve  great  praise  for 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  fortified  Point  Isabel 


The  greatest  apprehension  now  felt  for  the  Ameri- 
can position  is,  that  th'-  Mexicans  may  erect  fortifi- 
cations  which  v;ill  command  Brazos  Santiago.  The 
natural  formation  of  the  ground  is  most  favorable  for 
such  a  purpose.  The  men  would  be  effectually  pro- 
tected from  any  naval  force  by  a  natural  embank- 
ment of  sand,  and  Ihe  position  could  only  be  carried 
by  actual  storm  of  the  works.  The  works  would 
perfectly  command  all  vessels  eniering  the  Brazos 
Santiago,  as  they  have  to  follow  the  channel  witliin 
a  few  feet  only  of  the  position  which  would  be  oc- 
cupied by  the  enemy's  guns." 

the  late  colonel  cross. 
The  following  general  orders  were  issued  by  the 
commander  of  the  "army  of  occupati'  n"  on  the  oc- 
casion of  Ihe  death  and  burial  of  our  late  lamented 
and  universally  beloved  fellow  citizen.  Col.  Truman 
Cross,  assistant  quartermaster  general  in  Ihe  army 
of  the  United  States: 

ORDERS    NO    20. 

Headquarters,  Jirmy  of  Occupalim,      ) 
Camp  neor  Matamoros,  Jlpril  25,  1846-  ) 

The  commanding  general  has  the  painful  duty  of 
announcing  to  the  army  that  the  doubt  which  has  so 
long  prevailed  in  regard  to  the  fate  of  the  late  Col. 
Cross,  has,  at  length,  been  resolved  into  the  melan- 
choly certainty  of  his  death,  and,  there  is  too  much 
reason  to  fear,  by  violent  hands. 

The  high  rank  of  the  deceased,  and  the  ability 
and  energy  which  he  carried  into  the  discharge  of 
the  important  duties  of  his  office,  will  cause  his  loss 
to  be  seriously  felt  in  the  service,  while  the  unto- 
ward circumstances  of  his  demise  will  render  it  pe- 
culiarly afflicting  to  his  family  and  personal  friends. 

The  remains  of  the  late  colonel  will  be  interred, 
with  military  honors,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.  to-morrow. 
The  funeral  escort  will  be  composed  of  a  squadron 
of  dragoons  and  eight  companies  of  infantry;  the 
latter  to  be  taken  from  the  2d  brigade,  and  the 
whole  to  be  organized  and  commanded  by  Colonej 
Twiggs. 

The  necessary  arrangements  for  the  funeral  cere- 
mony will  be  made  by  Lieut.  Col.  Payne,  inspector 
general 

All  officers  off  duty  are  respectfully  invited  to  at- 
tend the  funeral.     By  order  of 

BRIG.  GEN.  TAYLOR. 

W.  W.  S.  BiAsi,  assistant  adJMlartt  general. 

[War. — War  is  a  horrible  evil.  The  first  victim 
in  this  new  war  into  which  our  country  is  now 
plunged,  has  brought  with  it  a  deepening  sense  of 
tlie  evils  inseparable  from  the  mad  conflict  of  man 
witli  man,  be  the  occasion  what  it  may.  An  ac- 
quaintance, formed  in  early  lite — a  warm  and  stead- 
fast friend  from  the  commencement  of  that  acquaint- 
ance— a  generous,  open  hearted,  ardent,  intelligent, 
and  talented  man;— one  who  was  in  all  the  attri- 
butes a  MAN,  amongst  men,  is  the  first  victim. — 
His  faniicr,  forty  years,  since  through  many  aa 
ardent  struggle,  polilical  and  national,  was  shoul- 
der to  shoulder  with  us,  in  war  with  arms  in 
his  hand,  and  ia  peace  or  war,  with  as  ardent  patri- 
otism at  heart  as  ever  animated  a  citizen  and  a  repub- 
lican. His  son  is  snatched  from  our  hopes,  as  well 
as  from  a  wide  circle  of  friends,  and  from  his  own 
wife — now  widowed — and  left  with  her  orphans  to  a 
life— how  desolate  and  lonely!  Wreaths  may  encircle 
the  brow  of  victors  iu  the  coming  contest,  but  what 
shall  compensate  for  suffering  of  which  this  is  but 
the  type,  that  must  be  the  price  at  which  they  are 


rossed  the  Rio  Grande,  it  is  intimated  that  there 
are  about  five  thousand  at  Matamoros,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  the  Mexican  general  has  not  yet  displayed 
his  full  strength,  but  has  kept  a  large  reserve  back 
of  Matamoros. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Mexicans  have  possession  of 
an  island  at  the  moulh  of  the  Br.izos,  which  com- 
mands the  entrance.  If  so,  it  is  apprehended  that 
(he  troops  by  the  JV'ew  York  will  not  be  able  to  get 
in.  The  island  is  laid  down  on  some  of  the  maps  as 
"Brassos  Village."     It  is  a  natural  fortification. 

A  small  schooner,  the  Jlurora,  sailed  from  Point 
Isabel  on  the  28th,  for  this  port,  with  despatches. — 
The  weather  has  been  very  severe  on  the  coast,  and 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  she  has  been  driven  ashore. 

The  extras  from  the  ulCces  of  the  Times,  Tropic, 
and  Picayune  all  concur  in  staling  the  number  of 
men  with  (Japt.  Walker,  when  he  encountered  the 
Mexican  force,  at  75.     The  Picayune  says: 

"The  Mexicans  pursued  Capt.  Walker  in  his  re- 
treat till  they  came  within  range  o(  the  guns  of  the 
post,  when  they  in  turn  immediately  retreated. 

There  ore  now  about  3000  Mexicans  on  the  Ame- 
rican side  of  the  Rio  Grande — one  half  above  and 
one  half  below  Gen.  Taylor's  camp. 


by  great  indu.stiy  and  application  hod  won  his  way 
to  fortune  as  well  as  to  distinction.  He  served  many 
years  under  General  Jackson,  and  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  that  distinguished  man,  than  whom  few 
could  better  judge  of  qualification  for  an  office  re- 
quiring courage  and  activity. 

[Ed.  Nat.  Req. 

"How  sleep  t  e  brave  who  sink  to  rest. 

By  all  iheir  country's  honors  blest." 

Gilbert  Dudley,  a  youth  of  19,  attached  to  (he 
army  under  Gen.  Toy  lor  according  to  a  letter  froio 
an  officer,  published  in  the  Newark  Advertiser, 
must  be  a  brave  fellow.     The  letter  says: 

"Rcluniiiig  tlS^  days  ago  from  one  ot  our  most 
advanced  pickets,  whither  he  had  been  sent  to  con- 
vey orders,  he  cauie  unexpectedly  upon  two  Mexi- 
can soldiers,  who  had,  apparently,  just  rowed  acros* 
the  river,  and  were  refreshing  themselves  in  a  oool 
shade,  having  placed  their  muskets  in  thoughtleai 
security  against  a  neighboring  tree.  Gilbert  wat 
equal  to  the  emergency;  he  sprang  to  the  musketg, 
threw  one  upon  Ihe  ground,  and  stepped  upon  it, 
while  with  the  other  he  menaced  the  lives  of  bis 
opponents.     And  thus  marched  them  into  camp. 
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ARMY    JOURNAL. 


On  commenciug  a  war,  it  is  proper  to  ascertain  the 
strengtli  and  position  of  our  own  army  at  least — and 
that  of  our  enemy  also  if  possible.  From  the  most 
reliable  sources  within  our  reach  we  liave  attempted 
the  former. 

The  U-v-hted  St.ites  Armv,  According  to  recent  re- 
turns, consists  of. 

Stall",  Pay  Department  and  General  Officers, 
2  regiments  Dragoons, 
4         do         Artillery, 
8         do         Infantiy, 
Recniits  unattached. 
West  Point, 


Total, 


8349 


To  Jstate  the  position  of  the  above  forces  at  the 
present  time,  when  so  large  a  proportion  of  them  are 
in  motion  or  under  ordci-s  for  movement,  is  of  course 
impossible. 

Just  previous  to  Uic  actual  occiu-rence  of  the  war, 
there  were,  in  tlie, 

Officers. 
Eastern  div.,  under  Gen.  Wool,  135 
Western  "  "  "  Gaines,  183 
4th  mil'y  "      "      "       Brady,     26 

Aggregate  three  divisions,  3798 

This  force  of  3,798  men  was  stretched  over  4000 
miles  of  frontier.  General  Brady's  command  is  in 
Michigan;  that  of  General  Gaines  stretches  from  Wis- 
consin down  the  Mississippi  and  along  the  Gulf  to 
Florida;  that  of  Wool  from  Niagara  down  the  St. 
Lawrence  to  Mamo,  and  along  tlie  Atlantic  coast  to 
Florida. 

A  lai'ge  proportion  of  these  have  since  been  ordered 
to  join  the  army  on  the  Mexican  frontier  and  many 
are  already  en  route  to  join  General  Taylor. 

"The  Army  of  Occup.\tion,"  under  General  Taylor, 
is  thus  divided. 

No.  Companies.  Officei's.  Privates.  Total 


Army  Staff, 

24 

24 

2d  dragoons. 

10 

41 

555 

596 

1st  Artillery, 

4 

21 

215 

236 

2d         do 

4 

20 

213 

233 

3d         do 

4 

19 

200 

219 

4th       do 

4 

21 

214 

235 

Total  Artillerv, 

16 

146 

842 

923 

3d  Infantry, 

10 

41 

492 

533 

4th         do 

10 

40 

471 

511 

5th         do 

10 

40 

533 

572 

7th         do 

10 

40 

403 

442 

8th         do 

10 

39 

436 

477 

Total  Infantry, 

50 

200 

2336 

2567 

Grand  Total, 

346 

3737 

4979 

Sick  and  absent, 

199 

915 

1114 

Eflective  force. 

147 

2818 

2965 

Of  this  total  effective  force  under  General  Taylor, 
2965  officers  and  men,  a  portion  was  posted  at  Point 
Isabel,  and  another  small  detatchment  was  left  in 
charge  of  Corpus  Christi.  He  had  lost  by  desertion, 
captured,  and  killed,  about  200, — leaving  his  total 
force,  in  front  of  Matamoras  something  less  than 
2,400,  exclusive  of  between  one  and  two  hundred 
on  tlie  sick  report. 

GtNEEAL  Gaines'  Requisition  for  more  troops. 
Major  General  Gaines,  commanding  the  western 
division  of  the  United  States  Army,  hao  made  a  re- 
quisition upon  tlie  govcrnoi's  of  the  following  Slates 
for  additional  troops,  to  proceed  as  soon  as  ready  to 
the  Rio  Grande— viz: 
Tennessee  to  furnish  4  regiments  of  600  men 

each  2,400 

Kentucky  tlie  same  2,400 

Missouri  two  regiments,  1,200 

Mississippi  t«o  regiments,  1,200 

Alabama  two  regiments;  1 ,200 

Total  amount  of  men,  8,400 

Tlie  above  are  all  to  be  infantry  and  riflemen. 
And  one  regiment  to  comprise  1,000  mounted 
gun-men,  to  be  raised  in  Louisiana,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Lafayette  Saunders,  an 
"old  vetei'an,"  who  was  with  General  Carroll 
during  tlie  last  war,  and  performed  most 
valuable  services,  add  to  the  above.  1,1 

Total  of  requisition,  9, 


ORGANIZATION  OF  VOLUNTFoER  CORPS  FOR 
THE  UNITED  ST.\TES  SERVICE. 

War  Department,  May  19,  1816. 

Sir: In  reply  to  the  iiuiuu-ies  contained  in  the  let- 
ter of  Major  (ieneral  Steuart,  and  in  other  comniuni- 
cations,  submitted  by  you  to  this  Department,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  rule  adopted,  is  to  call 
for  volunteei-s  that  are  required  from  any  particular 
State,  through  the  Governor.  This  Is  an  act  of  re- 
spect to  the  Executive  of  the  State,  due  as  well  to  his 
position,  as  to  his  generally  superior  knowledge  of  the 
characier  and  efficiency  of  tlie  vuhmteei-s  throughout 
the  Slate,  the  scclions  from  which  it  is  inostadvis;ible 
to  take  lliem,  and  which  of  them  can,  with  the  great- 
est facility  and  least  expense,  be  emhodiid  for  tbe 
service  fcr  which  they  may  be  required.  Circum- 
stances, may,  however,  occur  to  render  it  expedient 
to  accept  ollei-s  of  service  direct,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Governor,  when  an  application  to  him 
might  cause  delay.  Applications  of  companies,  regi- 
ments, &c.  to  enter  the  service  may  therefore  be  made 
direct  to  tills  Department. 

The  law,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  provides  lliat 
the  officers  of  voliiutoers  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
proper  State  authority,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  Stale  laws;  and  Uie  accompanying  memorandum 
shows  the  number  of  officei-s,  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers and  privates,  and  the  o)-gaiiization  of  companies 
and  regiments. 

The  law  also  requires  that  the  volunteers  furnish 
their  own  clothing,  and,  if  cavalry,  their  own  horses 
and  horse  equipage.  Such  as  are  already  uniformed 
need  not  change;  such  as  are  not,  and  contemplate 
uniforming,  are  at  liberty  to  adopt  such  as  they  think 
proper;  but  it  is  advisable  that  all  who  may  be  called 
into  the  sen'ice  adopt  tlieir  dress,  as  nearly  as  cii-- 
cumstances  will  permit,  to  the  nature  of  the  service 
that  may  be  required  of  them,  and  to  tlie  character  of 
the  country  and  climate  where  they  may  have  to 
serve.  Those  that  shall  be  accepted  will  be  armed 
and  equipped  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  and 
will  be  inspected  and  mustered  into  the  service  by 
an  officer  of  Die  ai-niy,  or  by  one  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  at  such  times  and  places,a3  will  be  specified 
when  their  services  are  called  for. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't.  serv't. 
Hon.  Wm.  F.  Giles,  W.  L.  JWARCY, 

House  of  Rep.  Secretary  of  Wai-. 

Mettiorandum  of  the  organizution  cf  Volunteer  Corpus 

xmder  the  ^Jct  of  lotti  Mnj,  1846. 
AVonipany  of  Cavalry,  or  mounted  men ,  will  consist  of. 

1   Captain, 

1  First  Lieutenant, 

1  Second  Lieutenant, 
4  Sergeants, 

4  Corporals, 

2  Buglers, 

1  Farrier  and  Blacksmith,  and 
64  Privates,  as  established  by  order  of  tbe  President, 
A  Regiment  of  calvai'y,  or  mounted  men,  will  consist 

of 
^        n  Colonel, 
.''i  g      1  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
ij  o  -<  1   Major, 

1   Adjutant  (a  Lieutenant  in  addition  to  the 

Lieutenant  of  Corps.) 
1   Sergeant  Major, 
1   Quai-tcr  Master  Sergeant, 

1  Principal  Musician, 

2  Chief  Buglers,  and 
10  Companies,  for  the  organization  of  «  hich 

see  above. 

A  company  of  Infantry  (or  Riflemen")  will  consist   of 
1   Captain, 
1  First  Lieutenant, 

1  Second  Lieutenant, 
4  Sergeants, 

4  Corporals, 

2  Musicians,  and 

64  Privates,  as  established  by  order  of  the  President. 

A  Regiment  of  Infantry,  or  Riflemm  will   consist  cf 

1   Colonel, 

1   Lieutenant  Colonel, 

1   Major, 

1   Adjutant  (a  Lieutenant  of  one  of  tlie   com- 
(^  panie;,  but  not  in  addition.) 

r  1   Sergeant  .Major, 

1   Quarter-Miister  Sergeant, 
>  2  Principal  iVIusicians,  and 
I  10  Companies,  for  the  organization  of  which 
I  see  above. 


General  Wool,  at  Troy  New  York,  having  received 
orders  has  repair  to  Washington. 


iM' 
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LktttcnnrU  Deas;  Credit  wa.s  given  to  Lieutenant  D. 
for  having  crosseri  the  Rio  Grand  in  search  of  his 
friend  C^olonel  f>oss.  A  ditlerent  vei-sion  is  given  in 
a  Ifltcr  from  Charleston,  thus: — 

Ltvvi'la-  lit  the  Klo  Granite. — It  appeal's  that  Lieut. 
Deas  \v:i=,  officer  of  the  day,  and  it  was  customarj'  for 
tlic  .\inci  iian  band  to  perform  llie  national  aii-s,  when 
the  "Star  Spangled  Banner"  was  lowered  in  tlic 
evening.  This  concert  of  sweet  sounds  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  Mexicans  on  Uio  opposite  side,  and 
crowds  assembled  on  the  banks  of  the  river  to  listen  to 
tlie  strains  of  music.  Among  tlicra  were  many  ladies. 
Lieutenant  Deas  became  enamoured  witli  a  certain 
Mexican  beauty,  and  signs  and  tokens  of  afi'eclion 
passed  between  them;  on  thesamc  evening,  like  another 
Leander,  he  plunged  into  the  Mexican  Ilellespoint 
after  his  Hero,  and  no  sooner  had  he  landed  on  the 
other  side  than  he  was  secured  as  a  prisoner.  Love — 
and  not  valor  or  friendship,  prompted  him  to  swim 
across  the  river." 

This  romance,  a  writer  in  another  paper  undertakea 
to  contradict,  as  the  product  of  some  enemy  of  the 
Lieutenant,  and  adds: — "Since  the  fact  of  his  cross- 
ing the  Rio  Grande  is  so  much  bruited,  let  it  also  be 
mentioned  as  illustrative  of  Ids  character,  that  at  the 
crossing  of  the  Colorado,  when  a  fight  was  expected, 
as  we  all  know,  although  General  Worth  was  the  first 
pei'son  in  the  water,  Lieutenant  Deas  was  the  first 
one  out  of  it  upon  the  other  side,  and  chai-ged  up  the 
bank  alone  N. 

General  Taylor's  REiyiisiTioM  on  the  Governor 
OF  LouFsiAN.^ — Head  Qvarters,  Army  of  Occu- 
pation,— Camp  near  Matamoras,  ,1pril  26. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  apprise  you  tliat  hostilities 
have  actually  commenced  between  my  forces  sjjjd  those 
of  the  Mexicans,  and  that  I  have  need  of  tlie  services 
of  a  considerable  number  of  voluntfeei-s.  Four  regi- 
ments have  been  caUed  from  Texas,  but  as  there  will 
be  considerable  delay  in  assembling  them  here,  and  as 
my  fm-ther  operations  will  reqnirestdl  stronger  force, 
1  have  the  honor,  undei'  the  authority  of  the  War 
Department,  to  call  upon  the  State  of  Louisiana  for 
four  regiments  of  infantry,  to  be  ordered  into  service 
with  the  utmost  despatch,  and  for  the  longest  period 
authorized  by  law. 

I  shall  communicate  immediateljr'to  Gen.  Gaines, 
and  request  him  to  give  you  everyfacility  in  the  orga- 
nizaticn  and  equipment  of  these  troops,  and  forward- 
ing thum  to  Point  Isabel.  I  subjoin  the  organization 
of  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  and  rcsprctfuJIy  desire 
that  it  may  be  observed,  and  that  the  number  of  pre- 
scribed officers  be  not  exceeded.  The  baltalions  may 
be  mustered  into  service  at  New  Orleans,  or  at  Point 
Isabel,  as  most  convenient.  I  beg  that  they  may  be 
sent  forward  as  rapidly  as  they  can  be  raised. 

Iwpuld  suggest  that  a  Brigadier  General  he  com- 
missioned to  command  tlie  force  called  from  Louisiana; 
andj  from  my  experience  of  his  excellent  qualities  as 
an  officer,  I  would  be  particularly  gratified  if  General 
Pei^ifor  FvSiiiith  could  be  selected  for  such  appoint- 
ineui.. 

I  caauot  doubt  that  the  gallant  State  of  Louisiana 
will  respond  with  alacrity  to  tliis  call  upon  the 
patriotism  of  her  sons,  and  1  feel  a,ssnred  that  no  effort 
will  be  wanting,  on  the  jiart  of  State  authorities,  to 
organize  the  force  a;id  have  it  in  readiness  to  embark 
at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 
Bt.  Brigadier  Genera!  U-  S.  A.  Canumnding. 
lion.  IsA.Ac  Johnson, 

Governor  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans,  La. 
[Appended  to  this  are  directions  for  the  organization 
of  the  regiments  asked  for.] 

Organization  of  a  Regiment  of  Volunteers: 

1   Colonel,  1    Adjutant,  > 

1   Lieut.  Colonel,  1  Quarter  Ma^'tcr,  J 

1   Major,  wilh  rank  of  Lieutenant, 

I  Surgeon,  1  Assistant  Surgeon. 

And  10  companies,  each  to  have — 

I'  Captain,     '  4  Seri,eants, 

1  Fii=t  Lieutenant,      4  Corporals,  . 

1  Second  Lieutenant,   2  Musicians,  j 

And  at  least  50  privates.  _',, 
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Major  Gen.  Gaines,  immediately  on  tlie  receipt  of 
the  letter  from  Gen.  Taylok  referred  to  in  the  above_ 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Louisiana,  in 
which  he  said — 

Head  Qitarterr,  Western  Division       ? 
Mw  Orleans,  May  2,  lb4b.  J 

S,R._By  a  letter  which  I  have  this  morning  re- 
ceived from  Brig.  Gen.  Taylor,  announcing  tlie  com- 
mencement of  hostilities  on  tlie  part  of  the  Mexican 
forces  near  Matamoros,  I  learn  tliat  m  addition  to  tlie 
several  corps  of  mounted  and  other  Riflemen  which 
he  expects  soon  to  join  him  from  Texas,  he  has  re- 
quested of  your  Excellency  four  Regiments  of  In- 
fantry, to  embark  as  soon  as  practicable  for  Point 
Isabel.  . 

I  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  occasion  to  say  that 
Col  Hunt,  Dcp.  Quarter  Master  General,  and  other 
officers  of  the  General  Stall',  on  duty  at  this  city,  are 
instructed  to  furnish  promptly  every  supply  that  may 
be  required  for  tlie  health  and  comfort  of  the  four  Rc- 
Eiments  desired  from,  the  State  of  Louisiana.  They 
shall  receive  their  arms  and  fixed  ammunition  within 
the  next  f,venty-four  hours, 'when  the  requisite  steam 
transportauon  will  be  ready. 

Gen.  Taylor  and  his  army  will  be  much  gratified  to 
find  aniongst  the  corps  now  requested,  officers  and 
men  <=uch  as  they  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  in  the 
exceUent  battalion  lately  commanded  by  Major  Gal- 
Iv.     I  am  with  perfect  respect. 

Your  oh't  serv't.        EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

Major  Gaieral  U.  S.  Jinny. 
Commandmg  tlic  Western  Division. 
To  His  Excellency  Governor  Johnson. 

P.  S.  I  look  for  a  battalion  of  regular  troops  from 
Jeficrson  Barracks,  in  a  day  or  two:  I  wish  to  send  to 
Point  Isabel,  the  Regulai's  with  th£  Volunteers, 

E.  P.  G. 

Bi   THE   Governor: — Head   Quarters,   Louisiana 

Militia. — General  Orders  Xo.  One. 

Gen.  Taylor,  commanding  the  U.  S.  Ai-my  of  Occu- 
pation on  the  frontier  of  i.Iexico,  has  announced  to 
the  Comniaiider-m-C)iief  that  n,:stilitie3  have  com- 
menced between  his  forces  and  those  ot  u'S  Mexicans; 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  General  GoVei".""^'^"' 
has  called  upon  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  furnish  tou"" 
Regiments  of  Infantry,  to  join  bis  army. 

The  General;  in  concluding  his  requisition,  says: 
"I  cannot  doubt  that  the  gallant  State  of  Louisiana 
will  respond  with  alacrity  to  this  call  upon  the  patri- 
otism of  her  sons." 

The  State  of  Louisiana  has  never  hesitated  at  any 
call  on  her  patriotism  or  spirit,  and  is  now,  as  she  ever 
has  been,  ready  to  devote  her  energies  and  her  blood 
for  our  common  country,  and  the  honor  of  its  arms. 

Assured  that  tlie  call  now  made  will  be  responded 
to  by  the  citizen  soldiers  of  the  State  without  resort- 
ing to  a  draft,  four  Regiments  of  Vohmteers  will  be 
received  and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  terra  of  six  months,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged,.and  as  fast  ss  any  regiment  or  company  is 
organized  for  the  purpose,  its  commanding  officers  will 
report  to  the  A'ljutant  General  at  the  State  House.  In 
Canal  street. 

».  Each  Regiment  iviil  COP'- 1st  of— (as  in  Gen.  T^ykn  's 
-.,«Ui..n  ^:-^^^  ^^^^,^^ 

\l  {,3  desirable  tha^  ■Jl^e  Coinpanles  should  each  he 
lOOstrojig. 


General  commanding  the  Louisiana  Legion,  to  repair 
forthwith  to  the  frontier  of  Texas  to  the  relief  of 
General  Taylor. 

Head  Q_iuirters  Louisiana  Lesion,  ^ew  Orleans, 
May  10,  1846. 

We,  the  undersigned,  officers  of  the  Louisiana  Le- 
gion, hereby  respectfully  tender  our  services,  and  those 
of  our  respective  commands,  to  the  Governor  of  the 
State  and  Commander  in  Chief,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ceeding forthwith  to  the  relief  of  General  Taylor  on 
the  frontiers  of  Texas,  under  the  command  of  our 
general,  D.  Augustin,  who  on  this  occasion  binds  him- 
self to  act  under  the  orders  of  General  Fersifor  S 
Smith,  commanding  the  expedition. 

D  Augustin,  Brigadier  General  commanding  Loui- 
siana Legion 

Paul  Dorfeuille,  Aide-de-Camp, 
.  N  Augustin,  Aid-de-Camp, 
Armand  Guyol,  Quarter  Master, 
Paul  Pecquet,  Pay  Master, 
Edward  Martin,  Surgeon, 
J.  Dufour,  Colonel  Commanding  Infantry, 
Ch  Massieur,  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
L  Gaily,  Major  Commanding  Artillery,  for   him- 
self and  officers, 
Ch  Morin,  Major, 
G  A  Montmain,  Quarter  Master, 
A  Chiapella,  Adjutant, 

A  Capdeville,  Captain  Chasseurs,  1814 — '1.5 

P  Ibos'  2d  Lieutenant        do  1814 — '15 

J  Trigo,  Captain  des  Cazadores  de  Orleans 
A  Gonsalez,  1st  Lieutenant,         do  do 

L  Queyrouze,  1st  Lieutenant        do  do 

Frederick  Dassan,  2d  Lieutenant  do 

Nunez,  2d  Lieutenant  do  do 

Man.  Blasco,  Captain  Cazadores  Volantes 
J  M  Anguera,  1st  Lieutenant      do  do 

Francois  Guerrero,        do  do  do 

A  Mondelli,  Captain  Mosquetaires  do  Mt  Vernon, 
A  Marzoni,  1st  Lieutenant 
A  Ferrari,  2d  Lieutenant 

M  Rodez,  Lieutenant  Commanding  the  Voltigeurs, 
J  D  Lambert,  Captain  Eciairireurs  d'Orleans 
Michel  Labarre,  1st  Lieutenant     do  do 

H  Antz,  Captain  "Yagers" 
D  Guniatti,  1st  Lieutenant         do 
John  Friedrich,  2d  Lieutenant    do 
G  Dippacher,  Captain  Louisiana  Fusiliers 
J,Srles  L  Horn,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Orleans 
Fusiliers, 

L  Surgi,  Cajr.'=>'"  Sapeurs  du  Genie 

F  Pai-ent,  IstLieu.^'^nant  do  do 

Salvador  Viosca,  Captai>'J  Voloiitaires  Catalans 

Ant  Dubuc,  1st  Lieutenant  Orlerms  Guards, 

Theo.  Liveaudais,  Ensign  of  the  Legion 

J  Pitard,  Sergeant  Major. 

GEN,  CAINES'  AXJTHORITV  TO'  COL.  LEWIS. 

Head  quarters,  H'esUrn  liiuiston, 
JViic  Orleans,  May  12,  1846, 
Col.  Wm,  B,  Lewis  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quested to  raise  a  regiment,  or  a  battalion,  of  mount- 
ed gunm  en,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five,  nor  to  ex- 
ceed te,n  companies — each  co'japany  to  number  sev- 
enty \o  one  hundred  men,  to  rendezvous  at  Opelou- 
sas  where  they  will  be  musti;red  into  the  service  of 
tl',e' United  States  for  duty  upon  the  Rio  Grande,  for 
.«ax  months,  unless  sooner  diseljarged.  The  United 
Slates  qu:irter  master  and  con  jmissary  of  subsistence 
■will  be  instiucted  to  issue  the  regular  supplies  of 
nip  equippogc,  forage,  anitl  subsistence  upon  the 


TV- 


legislature,  an 


iimat«d  ty  the  universal  feel  inf;    requisition  of  Col.  Lewis.      ■Edmund  P.  Gaine: 


aTjiP, 

.'  or.ne 

the 

force,  and  the  btall  y'-P'"  ■^^   Ihe   firms. 


Maj.  gen.  U.  #S.  army  commanding  tlie 

Western  division. 


viiirtho  execution  of  this  order. 
1,,  oi*r  of  the  ^or^^^^;^^:^^'^''^ 
Adjt.  and  Insp.  G,eneral. 


of  the  Stale. 


Tk  Vniisimia  tiRlon  Volunleered—Bml Jluarlers 

Mamectiug  of  the  officei-sof  the  Louisiana  Legion, 
1  w  .,t  hcCily  Hall,  on  motion  of  Colonel  Dufour- 
'"^iLtfS  «-•»-""''  ■i-'-attheoflieei-s  of  the  Lou- 
t  ■  1  PT  on  amirove  and  r.itify  tlie  oOer  which  has 
"""  ",  rbv  tl  e  Uti«adier  General  commanding  the 
T:,;  1  S-^.  on'satuinlay.the  2nd  May  instant, 
to  IcConniLdeVinCbief.of  his  services  us  Brig. 


Louisiana  dkmonstr'itions. — In  addition  to  the 
spirited  measures  adopted  by  the  legislature,  the 
governor,  and  the  citiz.vns  of  Louisiana,  noticed  in 
"^  I  our  last,  every  paper  Irom  the  Crescent  city  since 
has  reached  us  with  fresh  evidences  ol  the  patriot- 
ism there  manifested.  Some  battalions  of  volun- 
teers weie  organized,  mustered  into  the  service,  and 
liad  embarked  for  the  scene  of  war.  On  the  8tli  inst. 
some  doubts  were  entertained  of  a  snlliclent  number 
of  volunteers  bemg  mustered  in  time,  and  the  gover- 
nor promptly  ordered  an  enrollment  preparatory  to  a 
draft,  if  it  became  necessary.  The  Lotiisiaiiu  Legion 
soon  quieted  that  apprehension.  They  number  about 
one  thousand  elltctive  men. 

Intelligence  of  the  stale  of  affairs  no  sooner  reach- 
ed the  interior,  than  volunteers  immediately  turned 
out. 


n  from  all  quarters,  and  t+ie  idea  of  resorting  to  a 
draft  is  abandoned.  Yesterday  no  less  than  437  vol- 
unteers came  in  from  four  different  towns  in  the  state, 
and  the  full  complement  of  four  regiments  required 
from  this  state  under  the  requisition  of  Gen.  Taylor 
will  soon  be  filled  up,  and  we  doubt  not  double  the 
number.  The  various  recruiting  officers  in  this  city 
are  also  obtaining  hourly  accessions  to  their  num- 
bers. Several  of  the  fire  companies  in  this  city  have 
volunteered  to  go  to  Texas  and  are  organiaing. 

The  steamship  New  York  sailed  last  evening  from 
this  cily  for  the  Brazes  Santiago,  touching  at  the 
barracks  and  taking  on  board  four  companies  of  Col. 
Mark's  splendid  regiment  of  volunteers,  all  armed 
and  equipped. 

The  steamship  Alabama  leaves  this  evening  for 
Point  Isabel  and  will  take  down  five  more  compa- 
nies belonging  to  Col.  Mark's  regiment." 

New  Orleans  dates,  of  the  141h,  show  that  the 
greatest  activity  prevailed  in  organizing  and  hasten- 
ing the  departure  of  the  troops.  New  companies 
were  mustering  into  service.  The  French,  German, 
Spanish  citizens  were  vicing  with  each  other  in 
forming  companies;  and  volunteers  were  pouring  ia 
from  other  parts  of  the  state. 

As  two  brigades  from  the  city  would  join  the  ar- 
my. Major  General  Lev/is,  it  is  said,  has  applied  for, 
and  obtained  the  command. 

Orders  coxtntennanded. — The  orders  for  the  soldiers 
stationed  at  Fort  Trumbull,  to  repair  to  Texas,  were 
countermanded  on  the  13lli  inst. 

Bombs  ordered. — An  order  for  one  hundred  tons  of 
bomb  shells  has  been  given  to  a  N,  York  iron  foun- 
der, by  the  government. 

List  of  Officers  in  the  United  States  Army  in  Texas. 
General  Staff. — Brigadier  Gen,  Z,  Taylor,  com- 
manding; Capt.  W.  S.  S.  Bliss,  assistant  adjutant 
general;  Ist  Lieut,  J.  M.  Eaton,  3d  infantry,  aid-de- 
camp; Lieut.  Col,  M,  E.  Payne,  4th  artillery,  inspec 
tor-general  "army  of  occupation;"  Colonel  T.  Cross, 
Ass't.  Q.  M.  Gen.,  (killed;)  Major  C.  Thomas.  Qr. 
Master,  (Pomt  Isabel;)  Major  S.  McKee,  do.  do.  do.; 
Assistant  Quarter  Master,  Capt.  G.  H.  Grossman, 
Capt.  E.  S.  Sibley,  Capt.  E.  A.  Ogden,  Capt.  W.  S. 
Ketclium;  Commissary  of  Subsistance,  Capt.  G.  C, 
Waggaman;  Sui'geon  P.  H.  Craig,  medical  director; 
Surgeon  N.  S.  Jarvis;  Assistant  do.,  B.  M.  BjTne,  (St. 
Josephs;)  Assistant  do.,  J.  R.  Conrad;  Paymasters,  St. 
Clair  Denny,  Lloyd  J.  Beall,  Roger  S.  Dix. 

Engineers — Capt.  J.  K.  Mansfield,  Capt.  John  San- 
ders, 1st  Lieut.  J.  M.  Scarritt. 

Topographical  Enginta-s — Capt.  T.  J.  Cram,  1st 
Lieut.  J.  E.  Blake,  2nd  Lieut.  George  Meade. 

Ordnance  Department — Capt.  G.  D.  Ramsay,  2nd 
Lieut.  C.  P.  Kinsbury. 

Light  Jlrlillery — Maj,  John  Irving,  2nd  artillery; 
Ass't  Surgeon  J.  B.  Wells,  general  staff;  2nd  Lieut. 
S.  S.  Fahnestock,  4th  artillery,  act'g,  adjutant. 

Brevet  Majms — John  Mom-oc,  4th  artillery;  S,  Ring- 
gold, 3d  artillery, 

firs!  Lie  ii/ennji( — James  Duncan,  2d  artillery;  Bran- 
ton  Bragg,  3d  do;  J.  F.  Roland,  2n  do;  R.  Ridgely,  3d 
do;  W.  H.  Shovcr,  3d  do;  E.  Bradford,  4th  do;  J.  C. 
Pemberton,  4th  do;  J.  H.  Thomas,  3d  do. 

Secoiul  Lieutenants — Wm.  Hays,  2d  artillery;  J,  F. 
Reynolds,  3d  do;  J,  J.  Peck,  2d  do;  S.  L.  Fremont,  3d 
do;  M.  Lovell,  4th  do;  J.  P.  Johnstone,  4th  do;  S.  G. 
French,  3d  do. 

Secmul  Kegimenl  of  Dragoons — Col.  D.  E.  Twiggs, 
commanding;  Assistant  Surgeon  L.  C.  MePhall,  gcne- 
al  staff;  1st  Lieut.  H.  H.  Sibley,  Adjutant. 

Captains — Croghan  Her;  C.  A.  May,  S.  B.  Thorn- 
ton, W.  J.  Hardee,  prisoners. 

Fiisi  Lie^tlenants — W.  H.  .Saunders;  F.  Hamilton; 
A.  Lowry;  O.  F.  Windship,  A.  C.  S.  and  A.  Q.  M. 

Secmid  Lieutenants — R.  P.  Campbell;  George  Ste- 
phens; R.  H.  Anderson;  W.  Steele,  Lewis  Ncill,  G. 

T.  Mason, Kane;  D.  B.  Sackctt. 

First  Brigade — Brigadier  General  W.  J.  Worth, 
commanding,  (resigned;)  First  Lieutenant  Larkin 
Smith,  8tli  infantry,  A.  D.  C;  Surgeon  H.  S.  Hawkins, 
general  stall';  Surgeon  J.  J.  B.  Wright,  do.  do.,  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  D.  C.  Leon,  do.  do. 

Battalion  of  .Irlillery — Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Thomas  Childs,  commanding;  Second  Lieutenant  R. 
S.  Garnett,  4th  artillery,  actiiig  adjutant. 

Brevet  Majors — J.  Dimick,  Istai'tilleiy;  W.W.  Mor- 
ris, 4Ui  artillery. 

Captains — Giles  Porter,  1st  artillery;  S.  Mackenzie, 
2d  do;  Martin  Burk,  3d  du;  A.  Lowd,  2d  do.  C.  F, 


The  N.  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  13th  instant  says:    Smith,  2d  do;  J.  B.  Scott, -Ith  do;  R.C.  Sncail  4thdo. 

"His  with  no  small  degree  of  satisfaction  that  we       First  Lieutaiantt—M.    Ivnowlton,  1st   artillery;!. 

aro  enabled  to  aiiiiyuncc  llial  volunteers  are  pouring  |  Dcas,  4th  do.  (prisoner;)  R.  A.   Luther,   2d  do.;  G. 
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Taylor,  Brevet  Captain  3d  artillery;  A.  Ebsey,  2d  do.; 
W.  H.  Chvirchill,  3d  do.;  J.  B.  Magruder,  1st  do.;  J. 
S.  Hatlieway,  do.;  C.  B.  Daniels,  2d  do.;  W.  H.  Fow- 
ler, 1st  do.;  W  Gilham,  3d  do.;  J.  P.  M'Cowti,  4tli  do. 

Second  Lieulenmts—h.  Chase,  2nd.  artillery;  A.  B. 
Lansing,  do.,  A  A  Gibson,  do.,  W  S  Smith,  do;  S  K 
Dawson,  1st  do;  J  F  Irons,  1st  do;  H  M  Whiting,  4th 
do.;  S.  Williams,  1st  do.,  II.  F.  Clarke,  2d  do.,  S. 
Gill,  4th  do.,  J.  F.  Farry,  4th  do.,  G.  W.  Ayres,  3d 
do.,  C.  Benjamin,  4th  do.;  C.  L.  Kilburn,  3d  do.,  A. 
Donbleday,  3d  do.,  J.  J.  Reynolds,  4lh  do.  T.  J.  Curd, 
1st  do.,  L.  B.  Weld,  1st  do. 

EiglUlt  Rcginteiit  of  Infimtnj — Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  W. 
G.  Belknap,  commanding,  2d  Lieut.  John  D.  Clark, 
acting  adjutant. 

Captains — W.  R.  Montgomery,  W.  O.  Kelly,  R.  B. 
Screven,  H.  McCavett,  J.  V.  Bomford. 

First  Licutenanis — J.  V.  D.  Reeve,  G.  Lincoln,  J. 
Selden,  C.  R.  Gates,  A.  L.  Sheppard,  A.  T.  Lee. 

Second  Lieulenanls — R.  P.  Maclay,  J.  Beai-dsley,  C. 

D.  Jordan,  T.  L.  Chadbourne,  E.  B.  Halloway,  C.  D. 
Merchant,  T.  J.  Montgomery,  J.  G.  Burbank,  C,  F. 
Morris,  J.  J.  Brooker,  J.  Longstreet,  H.  M.  Judali, 
Geo.  ■Wainwright,  J.  S.  S.  Slielling. 

Second  Brigade — Lieut.  Col.  J.  S.  Mcintosh,  5th  in- 
fantry commanding,  1st  Lieut.  C.  L.  Stevenson,  5th 
infantry;  Brigade-Major-Surgeon  R.  C.  Wood,  general 
stair.  Assistant  Sui-geons,  J.  W.  Russell  and  H.  C. 
Ci-uttenden,  do.  do. 

Fifth  Regimenl  of  Infantry — Major  T.  Stanford, 
commanding;  1st  Lieut.  G.  Deas,  adjutant. 

Captains — Martin  Scott,  M.  E.    Merril,  A.  Drane, 

E.  K.  Smith,  A.  S.  Hool,  C.  C.  Sibley,  J.  L.  Thomp- 
son, W.  Chapman. 

First  Lieutenants — B.  B.  Marcy,  A.  C.  S  and  A.  Q. 
M.,  H.  Whipple,  N.  B.  Russell,  D.  Buggies,  A.  C.  S. 
5th  infantry,  W.  Root,  J.  A.  AVhitall. 

Second  Lieutenants — S.  H.  Fowler,  S.  Norvell,  H. 
Whiting,  M.  Rosecronts,  T.  G.  Pitcher,  R.  L.  Brooke, 
J.  C.  Robinson,  P.  Lugenbeel,  J.  P.  Smith,  W.  L. 
Crittenden. 

Seventh  Regiment  of  Infantry — Major  J.  Brown, 
commanding,  Second  Lieutenant  F.  N  Page,  adjutant. 
Captains — E.  S.  Hawkins,  D.  S.  Miles,  J.  G.  Rains, 
brevet  major,  T.  H.  Holmes,  D.  P.  Whiting,  F.  Lee, 
W.  Seawell,  brevet  major,  S.  W.  Moore,  R.  H.  Ross, 
R.  C.  Gattin. 

First  LieiUenanls — F.  Britton,  N.  Hopson,  J.  R 
Scott,  A.  Montgomery,  A.  C.  S,  C.  Hanson,  C.  H. 
Humber. 

Second  Lieutenants — L.  Gantt,  E.  Von  Dorn,  J.  II. 
Potter,  A.  Cruzot,  J.  H.  Heuty,  S.  B.  Hayman,  F 
Gardner,  W.  K.  Van  Bokkelen,  E.  B.  Strong,  H.  B. 
Glitz,  W  H  Wood. 

Third  Brigade — Col.  W.  Whistler,  Fourth  Infantry, 
com'ding.  Second  Lieutenant  G.  O.  Haller,  Fourth 
Infantry,  Brigade  Major,  Assistant  Surgeons,  J.  B. 
Porter,  M.  Mills,  J.  Simons,  A.  W.  Kennedy,  general 
stiff. 

Tliird  Reginunl  of  Infantry — ^Lieutenant  Col.  E.  A. 
Hitchcock,  commanding.  Brevet  1st  Lieutenant  D. 
S.  Irwin,  adjutant. 

Captains — N.  L.  Morris,  J.  V:;n  Home,  G.  P.  Field, 
H.  Bainbridge,  J.  L.  Coburn. 

Fint  Lientcmmts — P.  N.  Barbour,  Brevet  Captain 
L.  S.  Craig,  W.  H.  Gordon,  W.  H.  Henry,  brigade 
A.  C.  S.;  J.  M.  Smith,  D.  T.  Chandler,  A.  Q.  M.;  O. 
L.  Sheppard. 

,  Second  LietUcnanls—Vf.  B.  Johns,  D.  C.  BueU,  W. 
T.  II.  Brook.s,  A.  J.  Williamson,  J.  C.  McFeran,  J.  J. 
C.  Bibb,  Thomas  Jordon,  J.  B.  Richardson,  A.  W. 
Bowman,  R.  Hazlitt,  G.  C;.  McClelland,  J  P  Hatch, 
B  E  Bee. 

Fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry — Lieutenant  Colonel  J 
Garland,  commanding,  First  Lieutenant  B  Hoskins, 
adjutant.  Brevet  major,  G  W  Allen,  acting  major. 
Captains — John  Paget,  P  Morrison,  G  Morris,  W 
M  Graham,  Brevet  Major;  G  A  McCall,  R  C  Buch- 
anan, C  H  Larnard. 

First  LieiUenants — B  Alvord,  R  C  Cochrane,  A  A 
Q  M;  R  H  Graham,  E  G  Elliot,  A  C  S;  St  Jo- 
seph's. 

Second  Lieutenants — T  H  Porter,  killed;  II  D  Wa- 
len,  C  C  Auger;  J  S  Woods,  Sid  Smith,  J  Beamaii, 
U  S  Grant,  J  A  Riehley,  P  A  Farelly. 

Lieutenants  D  F  McPhaU,  5th  infantry,  command- 
ing. Lieutenant  N  B  Rossell,  5th  infantry.  Lieu- 
tenant S  Hamilton,  loth  infantry,  left  New  Orleans 
May  the  2ad,  with  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  men 
in  the  steamer  New  York,  for  the  Army  on  the  Rio 
Grande. 


THE  WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


SENATE,    TUESDAY,    MAT    12,    1846. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre. 
sentatives,  informing  the  senate  that  they  had  coii- 
curred  in  the  senate's  amendments  to  tiie  bill  provi- 
ding for  the  increase  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States. 

The  following  bill  was  received  from  the  house  of 
representatives: 

"An  act  providing  for  the  prosecution  of  the  exist- 
ing war  between  the  United  States  and  the  republic 
of  Mexico." 

The  bill  having  been  twice  read — 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and  said  that  he  hoped,  at  least, 
one  day  would  he  allowed  those  who  wera  to  vote 
upon  this  bill,  as  an  cppintunily  to  consult  the  docu- 
ments which  had  been  submitted  lotliesenate  by  the 
executive,  as  containing  the  ground  on  which  the 
bill  was  to  pass.  It  was  a  bill  amounting  to  a  de- 
claration of  war.  Mr.  C.  had  no  objection  whatever 
to  voting  the  amount  of  supplies  contained  in  the  bill, 
or  even  a  greater  amount,  but  he  was  at  present  un- 
prepared to  vote  any  thing  which  r.mounted  to  a  de- 
claration of  war.  The  question  was  one  of  great 
magnitude,  and  gentlemen  who  entertained  doubts 
respecting  the  facts  on  which  the  bill  was  founded, 
or  in  regard  to  the  necessity  or  a  projiriety  of  a  de- 
claration of  war,  should  certainly  have  some  short 
time  allowed  them  for  reflection.  He  was  not  op- 
posed to  the  bill  in  many  of  its  features;  all  he  ask- 
ed was  that  the  gentlemen  who  had  charge  of  it 
would  aflbrd  him  a  little  time  to  examine  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  the  president's  message,  which 
had  been  ordered  to  be  printed,  but  were  not  yet  in 
possession  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  bitten,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations,  slated  that  the  intelligence  in  regard  to 
the  existing  slate  of  aflairs  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio 
del  Norte  had  not  arrived  in  Ibis  city  until  Saturday 
evenmg  at  5  o'clock.  It  was  of  such  a  nature  that 
a  government  of  any  other  form  than  ours  woiild 
have  required  a  force  to  be  despatched  and  means 
taken  to  rescue  our  army  from  its  perilous  condition 
within  an  hour  after  the  reception  of  the  despatches; 
but  ours  was  a  constitutional  government,  under 
which  congress  alone  could  declare  war,  and  noth- 
ing decisive  could  be  done  in  the  case  before  Mon- 
day morning,  when  congress  should  meet.  The  ob- 
stacle occasioned  by  this  delay  had  now  been  re- 
moved. Congress  had  met,  one  branch  had  acted, 
and  the  bill  which  was  the  result  of  its  action  was 
already  before  the  senate,  and  the  urgency  of  the 
case  required  instant  action.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  appealed  for  some  short  space  for  the 
exammation  of  documents;  but  such  was  the  posture 
of  atl'airs  that  no  time  could  be  afforded  for  the  least 
delay.  A  delay  of  forty-eight  hours  might  produce 
events  which  would  become  the  occasion  of  a  lasting 
war.  He  must  therefore  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  ordering  the  bill  to  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Benien  inquired  of  the  cliair  whether  the 
rules  of  order  did  not  require  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  senate  before  a  bill  could  be  read  a  second 
time.  He  believed  this  was  a  question  which,  in 
the  long  course  of  the  senate's  proceedings,  had 
never  before  been  propounded.  Ha  was  quite  as 
anxious  as  the  senator  from  Ohio  to  proceed  expe- 
ditiously to  action  upon  the  bill.  He  was  fully  aware 
that  there  were  many  considerations  urgmg  the  sen- 
ate to  prompt  action,  yet  he  could  not  feel  himself 
so  pressed  by  the  urgency  of  these  considerations  as 
to  be  compelled  to  act  with  injudicious  haste;  auJ  he 
therefore  asked  of  tte  presiding  ofScei-  that  the  ques 
tion  might  be  uiilinjliy  prop'jsea  whether  l!.-;s  bill 
should  now  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Chair  replied  tliat  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
senate  had  already  distinctly  put  the  question  wheth- 
er the  bill  should  pass  to  its  second  reading  by  uani- 
mous  conseat,  and  no  objection  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson  inquired  what  senator  had 
moved  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time? 

The  President  replied  that  no  geutleman  had  dis- 
tinctly made  the  motion,  but  the  chair  had  put  the 
question  in  this  form:  "By  unanimous  consentol  the 
senatej  the  bill  will  now  be  read  a  second  time;"  and 
no  objection  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  did  not  profess  to  be  profound- 
ly skilled  in  questions  of  order,  but  be  had  been  un- 
der the  impression  that  the  bill  could  not  regularly 
be  ordered  to  a  second  reading  except  on  the  inolion 
of  some  member  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  JilUn  did  not  agree  in  this  opinion,  but  should 
not  waste  time  or  embarrass  the  senate  by  a  discus- 
sion of  questions  of  order. 

Mr.  Mangum  said  he  had  no  disposition  to  embar- 
rass the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  should,  however, 
greatly  hesitate  to  vote  for  it  in  its  present  ihape, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  equivalent  to  a  declurL.tioa  of 
war;  but  he  was  prepared  at  once  to  vote  supplies  lo 


any  amount,  whether  of  men  or  money.  All  he  ask- 
ed was,  that  the  political  question  as  to  the  actual 
existence  of  a  war  might  be  separated  from  the  vote 
of  supplies.  If  the  friends  of  the  administration 
wanted  their  fifty  thousand  men  and  their  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  'they  could  have  both  in  half  an 
hour,  if  they  would  not  embarrass  the  bill  by  con- 
necting it  with  the  other  question.  Mr,  M.  had  un- 
derstood yesterday  that  it  was  expressly  with  a  view 
lo  avoid  this  difficulty  that  a  portion  of  the  message 
had  been  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations, while  a  diPTerent  committee  bad  h»en  charg- 
ed with  what  related  to  the  raising  of  supplies.  He 
had  hoped  that  the  senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Ben- 
ton) would  have  reported  lo  the  senate  from  Iho 
military  committee  a  bill  free  from  all  extraneous 
matter,  and  providing  simply  for  the  raising  of  troops 
and  the  granting  of  money. 

Mr.  M.  emphatically  repeated  that  he  had  no  dis- 
position whatever,  neither  had  those  with  whom  he 
acted,  to  embarrass  the  passage  of  this  bill.  They 
fell  quite  as  deep  an  interest  in  the  national  honor, 
and  quile  as  much  pride  in  the  national  dignity,  as 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs; 
yet  they  wore  unwilling,  though  at  the  expense  of 
being  charged  with  a  want  of  patriotism,  to  be  placed 
in  a  false  position.  They  were  not  willing  to  assume 
the  fact,  without  evidence,  that  a  state  of  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico  did  actually  ex- 
ist. Suppose  that  the  troops  which  had  crossed  thu 
Rio  del  Norte  had  acted  without  authority  from  llioir 
government,  and  that  the  collision  which  had  unhap- 
pily taken  place  was  owing  to  Iheir  own  unauthor- 
ized act — was  any  senator  prepared  to  say  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  doctrines  of  national  law,  this  consti- 
tuted a  state  of  war  between  the  two  nations?  The 
act  of  those  military  oflficers  might  yet  be  disavowed, 
and,  until  the  senate  was  better  informed,  were  they 
ready  solemnly  lo  pass  an  act  which  was  equivalent 
to  declaring  war  in  form?  Mr.  M.,  for  one,  was  not 
willing  to  do  this.  He  wanted  more  light;  and  he 
did  not  see  that  any  injury  could  possibly  result  from 
separating  a  declaration  of  war  from  a  vole  of  sup- 
plies. Ha  and  his  friends  were  ready  to  grant  what- 
ever men  and  money  were  required  in  half  an  hour. 
And  before  the  men  raised  could  arrive  at  their  des- 
tinalion  the  requisite  time  would  have  been  afforded 
to  determine  intelligently  and  on  authentic  evidence 
whether  a  stale  of  war  did  or  did  not  exist.  If  it 
did,  then  Mr.  M.  should  be  unwilling  lo  restrain  the 
action  of  our  forces  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  del 
Norte.  If  we  were  actually  at  war,  then  he  was  un- 
der the  impression  that  our  forces  ought  to  cross  the 
river,  and  that  we  should  not  slop  till  we  had  dicta- 
led  peace  at  the  capital  of  the  Mexican  empire. — 
Let  this  fact  be  clearly  ascertained,  and  then  he  was 
prepared  not  to  vote  fifty  thousand  men  only,  but  a 
hundred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  if  the  ex- 
ecutive came  to  congress  and  demanded  that  amount. 
He  was  ready  to  place  the  whole  force  of  the  coun- 
try at  his  disposal,  so  that  he  should  be  enabled  to 
conquer  peace  in  the  heart  of  the  Mexican  empire. 
But  if  it  should  turn  out  that  acts  of  the  Mexican 
soldiery  were  unauthorised,  and  Ibat  the  two  nations 
were  not  constitutionally  in  a  stale  of  war,  why  pass 
this  bill  in  such  a  form  as  should  give  to  the  presi- 
dent the  power  to  declare  war  at  his  pleasure?  If 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  chamber  had  no 
purpose  to  embarrass  others,  and  if  their  object  was 
lo  obtain  n  ilh  all  possible  expedition  and  unanimity 
a  grant  of  supplies,  they  had  but  lo  separate  lh»t 
question  Iroin  the  question  of  peace  and  war  and 
they  could  obtain  it  to-day,  tfiaj  could  obtain  it  in  an 
hour. 

Mr.  Jlllen  spoke  lo  the  question  of  order. 

When  the  Chair  decided  thai  the  bill  was  now  be- 
fore the  senate  as  in  commitlee  of  Qxe  whole,  and 
was  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  the  motion  had  been  to 
postpone  the  previous  orders  of  the  day  and  take  up 
this  bill. 

The  Chair  thought  no  such  motion  was  necessary, 
and  ruled  thai  the  bill,  having  been  read  a  second 
lime,  v.as  now  before  the  committee  and  open  to 
amendment. 

Mr.  -Uan^'iiiii  said  he  had  no  shadow  of  objection 
to  having  llie  subject  taken  up  and  disposed  of.  He 
was  well  assured  thai  there  was  not  one  gonlf  man 
on  thai  side  of  the  chamber  who  wished  lo  interpose 
a  single  objection  lo  tiie  giant  of  supplies.  As  far 
as  he  knew,  or  had  reason  lo  believe,  if  gentlemen 
would  but  consent  that  the  political  question  should 
be  separated  from  the  vote  of  supplies,  they  could 
have  the  vote  of  supplies  just  as  soon  as  it  was  pos- 
sible to  pass  the  bill  through  the  forms  of  legislation. 
And  he  put  it  to  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  wheth- 
er such  a  course  would  not  be  much  belter  Ihan  em- 
barrassing their  fellow  senators  by  insisting  upon 
having  the  Iv.o  questions  included  under  the  same 
vote.     Had  any  evidence  been  submilled  lo  senators 
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to  prove  that  the  assent  of  the  actual  authorities  of 
the  Mexican  government,  whoever  they  might  be, 
had  been  given  to  the  military  movements  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  our  camp?  He  had  seen  none,  the  docu- 
nienls  had  not  been  printed,  and  he  had  had  no  op- 
porluniiy  to  examine  them.  The  act  of  the  military 
commanders  might  be  disavowed  by  their  govern- 
ment, and  then  in  what  condition  would  gentlemen 
find  themselves?  It  was  said  that  the  president  ask- 
ed the  senate  only  to  recognise  the  fact  that  war  ex- 
isted; but  where  was  the  difference  between  a  recog- 
nition that  war  existed  and  a  declaration  that  war 
existed?  (which  was  the  amount  of  a  declaration  of 
war.)  Jle  could  see  no  difference.  He  was  fully 
aware  that  bo  remark  could  be  made  by  those  who 
hesitated  to  pass  the  bill  that  would  not  be  deemed 
unpatriotic  and  represented  as  evidence  of  some  im- 
proper feeling;  but  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  not  be 
deterred  by  considerations  of  (his  kind  from  taking 
whatever  course  their  duty  might  require.  If  a  slate 
of  war  did  exist,  then  a  grave  inquiry  would  arise  as 
to  who  was  the  author  of  it,  and  whether  the  blame 
rested  on  Mexico  or  on  the  course  of  our  own  au- 
thorities. If  Ihe  responsibility  should,  after  all,  be 
found  to  lie  at  the  door  of  our  own  government,  i\lr. 
M.  would  not  attempt  to  anticipate  that  judgment 
which  vyouhi  be  pronounced  by  public  sentiment  on 
every  man  concerned  in  such  a  transaction.  He 
would  once  more  repeat,  that  if  the  sole  object  of 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  was  to  do  v/hat  the  presi- 
dent required  by  aUbrding  him  the  requisite  appro- 
priations and  any  amount  of  troops  he  asked  for, 
they  could  do  it  at  once.  Let  this  be  done,  and  then 
refer  the  political  question  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations.  Meantime  let  the  troops  be  on  their  march 
and,  before  they  reached  the  theatre  of  operations, 
the  rapid  progress  of  information  would  convey  to 
them  the  result  of  the  senate's  deliberations,  so  that 
no  actual  delay  would  be  occasioned. 

Mr.  M.  and  his  friends  felt  the  strongest  desire  (o 
grant  without  a  moment's  delay,  whatever  the  safe- 
ty of  our  army  and  the  honor  of  our  government 
should  require.  He  had  hoped  that  a  new  bill  would 
have  been  reported  from  the  committee  on  military 
affairs.  He  should  have  more  confidence  in  the  pre- 
sent bill,  had  it  passed  under  the  examination  of  that 
committee. 

Mr.  Ballon  observed  that  the  committee  on  mill 
tary  affairs  had  met  early  in  the  moining — had  exam- 
ined Ihe  bill  passed  by  the  other  house,  and  generally 
approved  of  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  again  rose  and  said:  His  rule  through- 
out life  had  been  to  discharge  his  duty  without  re- 
gard to  consequences — according  to  the  dictates  of 
his  conscience,  and  more  especially  he  felt  the  pro- 
priety of  thai  rule  upon  such  a  solemn  question  as 
the  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. All  he  wanted  was  time  to  look  into  the  state 
of  the  facts,  and  to  make  up  a  deliberate  opinion. — 
He  wished  no  delay  in  voting  the  supplies — the  soon- 
er Ihoy  they  were  granted  the  belter;  and  he  must 
say  that  it  did  not  argue  that  there  was  so  much 
anxiety  about  the  supplies  as  about  something  else — 
to  wit:  that  this  preamble  of  the  bill  should  be  put 
in.  [Here  a  sentence  or  two  was  lost.]  If  unani- 
mity and  promptitude  of  action  were  desired,  he 
asked  wilh  all  due  deference  why  should  not  those 
who  entertained  doubts  on  this  subject  be  accommo- 
dated by  striking  out  the  preamble?  Why  it  was  a 
reasonable  request — it  was  one  that  ought  to  be 
granted.  But  the  gentlemen  say  that  they  have  got 
all  needful  information.  The  senate  have  it  not — at 
least  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  not  that  information  which 
made  it  indispensable  that  there  should  be  instant 
action  on  the  question  of  the  existence  of  peace  or 
war.  Well,  tlien,  the  responsibility  was  upon  them. 
If  there  be  delay,  the  consequences  were  with  them. 
He  would  make  no  delay.  But,  Mr.  President, 
(said  he,)  it  is  as  impossible  for  uie  to  vole  for 
that  preamble  in  the  present  state  of  my  inl'orma 
lion  as  it  would  be  for  me  to  strike  a  dagger  to  my 
own  heart — ay,  and  much  more  impossible.  Why 
so?  I  am  not  prepared  to  affirm  solemnly  by  an  act 
of  congress  the  fact  that  war  cxi.->ts  between  the  re- 
public of  Mexico  and  the  United  fcijates,  by  the  act 
of  the  former  republic.  1  have  scon  no  evidence  of 
that  fact.  Sliall  1  then  be  called  on  to  give  such  a 
veto   consistently  with  that  regard  lo  truth   which 

from  my  infancy  1  have  been  taught  to  entertain 

Yet  gentlemen  would  force  mo  to  vole.  Well,  I 
Lave  no  hesitation  as  to  my  course;  gentlemen  may 
lake  theirs.  I  never  hesilato  in  talcing  mine.  It  is 
made  up.  1  will  vote  neither  afTirmniively  nor  ncga 
lively;  because  I  cannot  do  either  in  the  absence  of 
information.  1  know  not  whether  there  is  a  friend 
to  stand  by  mo.  1  have  not  bad  an  opportunity  of 
conversing  wilh  my  colleague.  But  here  I  stand, 
and  stand  immoveably.  As  to  this  thing  of  rushing 
with  ail  impulse  upon  such  an  occasion  as  this  I  do 
nut  approve  of  it.    As  for  popularity,  and  Iho  feel- 


ings of  a  day,  I  would  not  give  the  snap  of  my  fin- 
gers for  them.  If  I  could  not  stand  here  on  a  ques- 
tion of  truth  and  veracity,  I  should  be  very  liltle 
worthy  of  the  small  degree  of  respect  which  I  am 
desirous  lo  retain.  I  cannot  vote  for  this  bill  with- 
out furlher  information,  because  I  will  not  agree  to 
make  war  upon  Mexico  by  '.iiaking  war  upon  the 
constitution;  and  by  passing  this  bill  in  ils  present 
form,  in  the  present  state  of  our  information,  we 
Would  be  making  war  more  upon  the  constitution 
than  Mexico.  As  the  facts  now  stand,  there  is  no 
hostility — no  conflict  but  that  betv/een  the  two  ar- 
mies on  the  Rio  del  Norte;  and  yet  you  affirm — for 
that  is  the  whole  extent  of  your  knowledge — and  yet 
you  affirm,  in  the  face  of  the  constitution,  that  mere 
local  conflict,  not  authorized  by  either  government, 
is  a  slate  of  war!  that  every  American  is  an  enemy 
of  every  Mexican!  And  yet  there  is  no  war!  The 
doctrine  is  monstrous;  not  only  does  it  slrip  congress 
of  the  power  of  making  war,  but  it  dues  infinitely 
more.  It  gives,  not  only  to  the  president  of  the 
United  Slates,  but  to  every  man,  even  to  him  who 
commands  a  corporal's  guard,  the  power  of  making 
war.  Shall  1  be  called  on,  in  this  state  of  destitu- 
tion of  inforiualion,  to  vote  for  this  bill?  Do  g»ntle- 
inen  expect  that  I  shall  vole  for  il?  It  is  im;)ossible. 
And' if  they  furce  me  to  the  alternative,  1  know  the 
course  I  shall  adopt.  I  will  let  gentlemen  take  the 
responsibility.  If  ihcy  desire  to  go  on  with  unanimi- 
ty, let  them  give  us  the  means  of  doing  so.  If  they 
wish  lo  carry  it  on  with  their  own  party  merely,  I 
desire  lo  have  no  concern  in  it. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Claylmi  said  that  he  was  as  sincerely 
interested  in  having  speedy  and  united  action  on  this 
bill  as  any  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  cham- 
ber possibly  could  be;  and  he  hoped  they  would  suf- 
fer it  to  be  presented  in  such  a  shape  that  all  could 
vote  for  it.  What  was  desired  by  them  was  equally 
desired  by  Mr.  C.  and  his  friends.  k\\  they  wanted 
I  was  an  opportunity  of  voting  supplies  to  the  execu- 
live  without  being  called  upon,  at  once,  and  without 
I  time  even  to  read  the  documents,  to  declare  that  a 
!  stale  of  war  did  exist.  Why  could  not  gentlemen 
so  far  accommodate  them  as  to  postpone  this  ques- 
tion of  war  or  no  war,  and  so  modify  their  bills  as  to 
let  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  chamber  give  it  a 
unanimous  vote?  Let  the  bill  go  lo  the  military  com- 
mittee; in  five  minutes  they  could  report  it  back  to 
the  senate  with  the  requisite  modifigations.  They 
were  willing  to  sit  till  midniget  if  necessary,  and  not 
rise  till  it  was  passed.  They  were  willing,  ready, 
anxious  lo  pass  it.  He  moved  that  the  bill  be  refer- 
red to  the  commillee  on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  .mien  said  that,  on  behalf  of  the  military 
commiltee,  he  understood  the  chairman  to  say  that 
he  was  ready  to  report  the  bill  back  in  ils  present 
shape.  He  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques 
tion  to  refer. 

Mr.  lienlon  repeated  the  statement  he  had  before 
made  as  to  tlie  early  meeting  of  his  committee  this 
morning. 

Mr.  Clnylon  hoped  the  bill  would  be  suffered  logo 
to  that  committee,  and  let  them  report  it  back  with 
these  amendments.  It  would  greatly  relieve  hisown 
side  of  the  chamber,  and  enable  them  to  satisfy  Iheip 
scruples  on  tlie  question  of  the  existence  of  war. — 
And  could  they  not  also  render  the  appropriation 
somewhat  more  definite,  and  so  remove  all  objections 
on  that  point  also? 

Mr.  Benlon  replied  that  to  adapt  the  appropria- 
tion to  each  respective  head  of  expenditure  would 
be  a  very  long  and  laborious  process.  It  would  con- 
sume a  great  deal  of  time.  On  that  account,  while 
fully  agreeing  with  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  on 
tlie  principle  he  had  stated  as  to  specific  appropria- 
tions, he  could  not  undertake  to  do  what  he  desired. 

Mr.  CUiiilon  said,  if  this  was  not  practicable,  let 
the  gentleman  report  the  bill  with  the  committee's 
modification,  and  he  should  be  content. 

Mr.  Jlllen. — The  committee  on  foreign  relations 
had  also  had  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  the 
majority  of  that  commiltee  concurred  in  the  propo- 
sitions contained  in  Iho  preamble,  and  in  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  declaring  that  war  dues  actually 
exist. 

Mr.  -Bcirifii  observed  that  the  reason  staled  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  did  not  interfere  wilh  the  mo- 
tion to  refer. 

The  question  was  now  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  as  follows:  Yeas  20,  nays  26. 

So  the  senate  refused  to  refer. 

Mr.  Clayton  asked  Mr.  Benton  whether  ho  had 
meant  lo  report  these  amendments,  if  the  bill  had 
been  referred? 

Mr.  r.niton  replied  that  the  coitimitteo  had  re- 
solved  that  they  would  act  subordinatcly  to  the  will 
of  the  senate.  If  the  senate  should  decide  that  war 
did  actually  exist  Iben  they  should  report  ii,  one  way; 
but  if  the  senate  should  decide  to  gi^e  Ijia  prnsidciU 
the  means  not  lo  prosecute  tho  lyar,  but  wly  to  repel 


invasion,  then  the  committee  would  modify  their  re- 
port in  another  way,  so  as  to  provide  for  repelling 
invasion  instead  of  prosecuting  the  war. 

Mr.  Jilkn  said  that  the  c&mmiltee  on  foreign  re- 
lations would  have  reported  this  morning,  had  not 
the  bill  from  the  house  came  in  immediately  after  the 
reading  of  the  journal,  and  before  reports  from  com- 
mittees were  called  for.  The  report  of  the  commit- 
tee would  have  conformed  m  substance  to  the  first 
section  of  the  bouse  bill. 

Mr.  J.  .1/.  Clayton  inquired  whether  that  commit- 
tee had  had  before  them  the  documents  aceompany- 
ing  the  president's  message,  either  in  manuscript  or 
in  a  printed  form? 

Mr.  .illen  replied  that  they  had  had  tho  document* 
before  them  in  manuscript,  and  had  also  heard  Ihe 
message  from  the  president  read,  and  they  could  not 
close  their  eyes  to  the  fact  so  glaringly  palpable,  that 
there  was  a  state  of  war  between  Mexico  and  the 
United  States,  even  had  they  never  seen  one  of  the 
documents  or  heaid  the  message  at  all. 

Mr-  J.  M-  Clayton  said  it  seemed  also  thai  the 
committee  could  not  close  their  eyes  to  another  fact, 
and  that  was  thai  the  war  came  from  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico. 

Mr.  C.  here  again  put  the  question  to  Mr.  Benlon 
whether  lie  intended  lo  move  the  amendments  which 
had  been  read?  Mr.  C.  preferred  that  he  should  do 
it;  but,  if  not,  he  should  move  them  himself. 

Mr.  Benton  declining — 

Mr.  /.  J\I.  Clayton  proceeded  to  move  the  amend- 
ments. 

The  first  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  pream- 
ble of  the  bill. 

The  Chair  decided  that  the  preamble  was  the  last 
Ihing  to  be  considered;  and  the  motion  was  therefore 
not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  Benton  explained  that  tlie  committee  had 
proposed  to  strike  out  the  preamble,  not  in  regard  lo 
the  political  question,  but  only  in  reference  to  the 
direction  which  the  senate  bad  given  to  that  com- 
millee. 

Mr.  B  had  received,  in  a  Mexican  paper,  the  copj 
of  a  proclamation  made  by  the  president  ad  inUHtn 
of  the  Mexican  republic,  to  his  fellow-citizens,  on 
hearing  of  the  advance  of  the  American  troops  to 
the  banks  of  the  Rio  del  Norte.  There  was  one 
paragraph  in  this  message,  or  proclamation,  which 
relerred  directly  to  the  question  how  far  the  march 
of  our  army  was  or  was  not  an  act  of  war;  and  it 
went  to  show  the  correctness  of  the  doctrine  that 
there  might  be  hostilities  without  a  state  of  war,  as 
there  might  be  a  slate  of  war  without  actual  hostili- 
ties. The  president  ad  interim  staled  in  this  paper 
that  "it  was  not  his  right,  as  such,  as  his  own  act,  to 
declare  war;  but  that  the  august  Mexican  congress 
would  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  conflict  in 
which  they  found  themselves,  and  that  a  magnani- 
mous and  suffering  people  would  not  be  attacked 
wilh  impunity;  but,  in  the  mean  while  it  might  be 
necessary  to  repel  acts  of  hostility  and  take  the  initia- 
tive in  regard  to  the  invaders  by  rolling  back  upon 
them  the  guilt  of  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  world; 
that  Mexico  would  not  submit  to  any  hostile  act 
committed  by  the  people  or  government  of  Ihe 
United  States;  but  that  every  such  act  would  be  met 
and  repulsed  by  all  ihe  power  of  the  republic." — 
Mr.  Ii.  had  repeated  this  passage  from  a  proclama- 
tion  from  the  present  president  of  Mexico  with  a 
view  to  show  that  the  door  was  open  for  an  adjust- 
ment of  our  difficulties;  and  he  thought  he  could  see 
in  Ihe  language  of  this  officer  that  a  peaceable  ad- 
justment of  them  might  be  effected.  So  far  as  he 
could  see  from  this  declaration,  the  government  of 
Mexico  seemed  lo  be  willing  aud  ready  for  such  a  " 
result;  il  seemed  to  consider  the  hostilities  as  pro- 
ceeding from  our  troops  only,  and  there  appeared  to 
be  an  opinion  thai  Mexico  ought  to  adopt  some  other 
preliminary  measures  before  she  drew  the  sword. 

iVlr.  J.  J\I.  Clayton  said  that  he  drew  the  same  in- 
ference from  this  paper  Willi  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  that  hostilities  did  nol  necessarily  imply  a 
state  of  war. 

With  a  view  lo  test  the  sense  of  the  senate,  hs 
would  move  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out,  in  the 
third  line  of  Ihe  first  section,  the  words  "prosecute 
said  war  to  a  speedy  and  successful  termination," 
and  inserting  the  v/ords  "repel  invasion."  If  this 
motion  should  succeed,  he  should  then  follow  it  up 
with  correspondiug  amendments  in  the  subsequent 
parts  of  tho  bill. 

The  question  being  on  striking  out  and  inserting  as 
above  proposed — 

Mr.  JJreeic  demanded  the  yeas  and  naya,  which 
were  ordered  by  tho  senate. 

Mr.  Callwun  said  he  would  now  appeal  lo  the  sen- 
ate aud  ask  if  there  was  a  man  there  who  could  be* 
lievo,  on  the  ground  of  the  only  ducument  the  senala 
had  befyrc  il,  that  there  did  at  this  time  exist  a  war, 
in  the  proper  aud  consiitutioiial  sense  of  that  lerOJi  ■ 
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Before  such  a  war  exisleJ,  it  musl  befmade  by  Ihe  1 
proper  authority,  wliich,  in  this  case,  was  tho  Mexi- 1 
can  congress  on  one  side,  and  the  American  con- 1 
gres?  on  llje  other.  Even  if  the  two  presidents  of 
the  two  republics  shouM  issue  solemn  declarations 
of  war,  that  would  nut  constitute  a  sl.nlo  of  war, 
because  the  presidents  had  no  such  aulhority,  and 
the  nations,  rcspeclfull)',  might  disavow  their  acts. 
It  would  be  a  nio^t  extraordinary  step  on  our  part  to 
make  a  declarati  >n  of  war  after  the  disavowal  which 
the  senate  had  just  heard  on  the  part  of  the  presi- 
dent of  Ihe  Mexican  republic.  i\lr.  C.  said  he  had 
much  rather  that  the  senator  from  Delaware  had  di- 
vuled  his  motion,  and  had  at  first  moved  to  strike 
oul.  He  put  it  to  the  conscience  anil  to  tho  regard 
to  truth  in  the  breast  of  every  senator,  whether  ho 
could  make  the  public  declaration  before  the  world 
that  a  state  of  i.ar  did  now  actually  exist. 

Mr.  Houston  said  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  occupy 
much  of  the  time  of  that  honorable  body;  he  rose 
merely  I'or  the  purpose  of  declaring  what  the  true 
position  of  this  country,  according  to  his  apprehen- 
sion, now  was  in  relation  to  Mexico.  His  convic- 
tion was  that  they  were  actually  in  a  state  of  war. 
War  had  existed  for  ten  years  between  Mexico  and 
Texas;  and  it  had  been  declared  in  advanced  on  the 
part  of  Mexico  when  the  question  of  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  slates  was  agitated,  that  if 
that  annexation  took  place  the  war  would  not  only 
be  continued  against  Texas,  but  war  would  be  pno- 
claimed  also  against  tho  United  Slates.  The  war 
had  continued  to  be  prosecuted  against  Texas,  and 
Texas  having  in  Ihe  mean  time  become  a  portion  of 
the  United  States,  the  goternnient  of  the  United 
States  was  now  placed  in  the  situation  occupied 
heretofore  by  Texas  in  relation  to  Mexico.  VVar, 
therefore,  in  bis  judgment,  ui'questianably  existed 
between  Mexico  and  the  United  Slates.  It  had  been 
extended  to  the  United  Slates  by  the  declaration  of 
the  Mexican  government,  ar.d  had  been  conUnued 
and  renewed  by  the  recent  acts  of  that  governuient 
— acts  of  outrage  and  violence  commilled  upon  the 
United  Slates  troops  within  that  territory,  from 
which  thej  had  declared  they  would  e.xpel  the  citi 
zens  of  Texas  as  intruders  and  rebels.  Texas  hav 
ing  been  annexed  to  the  United  Stales  in  the  face 
of  tiiese  declarations  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  and  in 
the  face  of  the  existing  war,  he  would  ask  what 
circumstances  had  occurred  since  Uie  annexation 
which  had  at  all  changed  the  nature  of  these  rela- 
tions, and  rendered  thein  peaceful?  He  apprehend- 
ed that  those  relations  had  not  changed;  and  if  they 
had  not  we  are  in  a  state  of  war,  IMexico  being  yet  en 
gaged  in  an  aggressive  war  upon  the  state  of  Texas', 
one  of  the  slates  of  this  Union.  The  U.  Stales  was, 
therefore,  placed  precisely  in  the  situation  in  which 
Texas  had  been-  for  the  last  ten  years,  subject  to 
the  aggressions,  incursions,  inroads,  attacks,  and 
outrages  of  the  Mexican  forces,  acting  in  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  Mexican  government.  Could  any  doubt  exist 
that  they  were  in  fact  and  truth  in  a  slate  of  war? — 
In  his  conscience  he  could  not  resist  the  conviction 
that  they  were  as  virtually,  as  eU'eclually  in  a  slate 
of  war,  as  if  Mexico  had  six  v/eeks  ago  declared 
war  expressly  againsl  the  United  Stales.  Ten  years 
ago  Mexico  comiueoced  hostilities  against  Texas; 
there  were  temporary  suspensions  of  hoslililies,  but 
the  war  was  renewed  from  time  to  time:  those  ces- 
sations of  arms  were  from  time  to  time  interrupted 
by  renewed  declarations  of  war  and  exlermination 
against  the  inhabitants  of  Texas.  How  long  was  it 
necessary  then  to  pause  and  to  consider  whether 
there  was  war  or  nol?  How  long  was  the  congress 
of  the  United  Slates  to  ponder?  Were  liiey  to  re- 
gard the  declaration  of  Mexico,  pronounced  by  the 
chief  oQicer  or  usurper  of  her  guseromeiii,  as  hav- 
ing no  lorce  on  the  ground  that  he  had  no  authority 
to  declare  war.' — that  it  belonged  cnly  to  congress 
to  declare  it?  So  long  as  they  held  that  as  the  rule 
of  their  action,  so  long  would  they  find  theuiselves 
deceived.  So  long  as  he  could  delude  them  with 
professions  of  peace,  so  long  would  he  continue  those 
professions,  while  his  acts  would  continue  to  be  acts 
of  hostility  and  violence. 

He  bad  not  risen  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  the 
lime  of  the  senate  in  any  lengthened  speech.  He 
would  be  glad  if  the  bill  were  put  in  such  a  form  as 
would  meet  the  wishes  of  every  honorable  senator. 
He  would  be  entirely  willing  to  gratify  thein  by  firsl 
taking  up,  if  they^pleased,  the  subject  of  appropria- 
tion, of  furnishing  the  adequate  means  fur  resist- 
ance, if  he  '.'.ere  assured  that  the  declaration  of  war 
would  promptly  follow;  but  if  they  were  to  vole 
supplies  of  munitions  of  war  aud  men  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  marching  to  the  Kio  del  Norfe,  and 
there  hailing,  be  could  not  subscribe  to  any  mea- 
sure of  the  kind.  He  couid  nol  assent  to  it,  because 
he  thought  it  would  be  ulteriy  useless,  li  they  in- 
tended lo^^act  at  all.tbej  oyghlVlo  act  as  though 


they  intended  lo  redress  the  wrongs  they  had  suffer- 
ed. The  policy  of  declaring  war  might  be  discussed 
for  months,  and  in  the  mean  lime  our  troops  would 
he  left  to  waste  away  an  1  hi-  destroyed,  until  only 
Ihe  skeleton  of  an  army  vould  be  left,  while  debts 
accumnlaled  upon  the  nation  and  Ihe  .Mexicans  re- 
mained unrhaslised.  Humiliated  as  we  might  re- 
gard her,  imbecile  as  were  her  people,  wo  ought 
nevertheless  to  consider  her  and  to  treat  her  as  a 
nation,  so  long  as  slie  was  capable  of  outraging  tho 
rights  of  America.  Her  degradation  should  not  be 
allowed  to  excite  in  our  breasts  a  feeling  of  pity;  so 
long  as  she  manifested  n  disposition  to  c:ominit  out- 
rages upon  our  country,  we  should  enlerlain  no 
olher  feeling  than  a  feeling  of  resentment,  we  should 
nol,  through  a  mistake  pity,  withhold  our  h.inds 
from  inflicting  chastisement.  Having  received 
wrongs  at  her  hands,  it  was  our  duty  to  redress 
those  wrongs.  Injury  hnving  been  inflicted  by 
Mexico,  she  ought  lo  be  punished.  Her  inso- 
lence ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  She  ought  to  be 
made  aware  that  we  could  not  only  repel  insult,  but 
also  punish  it. 

He  was  prepared  to  vote  for  a  declaration  that  we 
were  in  a  state  of  war,  and  the  measures  necessari 
ly  consequent  upon  such  declarations  could  be  im- 
mediately adopod  and  carried  into  execution.  Per- 
haps the  next  intelligence  received  would  be  that 
advantage  had  been  taken  of  our  inaclivity,  and 
some  new  outrage  perpetrated  more  seriously  in- 
volving the  national  honor  and  dignity  than  any 
which  had  yet  reached  our  ears.  We  would  then 
be  prepared  to  act  decisively,  no  doubt.  Then  why 
not  act  at  once?  The  olTicers  of  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment announced  her  to  be  in  a  state  of  war: — 
where,  then,  was  Ihe  ground  for  hesitation?  When 
they  were  informed  that  an  experienced  oflTicer,  an 
experienced  military  commander,  had  been  dis- 
patched lo  the  frontier  with  orders  from  the  govern- 
ment to  assume  the  command,  to  supersede  an  offi- 
cer already  there,  and  to  assume  the  responsibility 
of  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  did  senators  believe 
it  was  without  a  definilive  objecl?  Did  they  believe 
It  was  to  repel  invasion  alone  Ihat  he  was  sent,  and 
not  to  commit  aggression?  Was  nut  the  crossing  of 
the  Rio  Grande  by  the  .Mexican  forces  of  itself  an 
act  of  war?  Was  not  the  eulering  our  territory  by 
an  armed  force  an  act  of  war?  However  the  deci- 
sion might  hereafter  be  in  regard  to  the  precise  ex- 
tent of  our  territory,  Ihe  Mexicans  knew  lull  well 
that  the  river  had  been  assumed  as  the  boundary. — 
Up  to  the  time  of  annexation  it  had  been  so  consid- 
ered, and,  more  llian  that,  the  Mexicans  had  never 
once  established  a  military  encampment  on  Ihe  east 
side  of  the  river;  it  had  never  been  held,  even  by 
themselves,  to  he  wilhin  the  limits  of  Mexico,  other- 
wise than  up  III  Ihe  ridiculous  ground  of  claiming  the 
whole  of  Texas  to  be  theirs. 

They  had  marched  across  the  river  in  military 
array — they  had  entered  upon  American  soil  with 
a  hostile  design.  Was  this  nol  war?  And  now  were 
senators  prepared  to  temporize  and  to  predicate  Ihe 
action  of  this  government  upon  that  of  the  Mexican 
government,  as  if  the  latter  was  s  systematic,  regu- 
lar, and  orderly  government?  He,  for  one,  was  nol 
prepared  lo  do  so.  Kow  many  revolutions  had  that 
government  undergone  wilhin  the  last  three  years? 
Not  less  than  three,  with  another  now  in  embryo. — 
Perhaps  the  next  arrival  might  bring  us  news  of  ano- 
ther change,  and  that  the  American  army  on  the 
Rio  del  Norle  had  been  destroyed  while  awaiting 
the  action  of  the  Mexican  government,  in  the  sup- 
position that  it  was  a  regularly  constituted  govern- 
ment, instead  of  being  a  government  of  brigands  and 
despots,  ruling  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  keeping  faith 
with  no  oilier  nation,  and  heaping  indignities  upon 
the  American  flag.  A  slate  of  war  now  existed 
as  perfect  as  it  could  be  after  a  formal  declaration 
or  recognition  of  a  state  of  war  by  llie  congress  of 
the  Uniled  Slates.  Their  action  had  been  continually 
indicative  of  a  state  of  war,  and  the  question  now 
was,  whether  the  government  of  the  United  Slates 
would  respond  to  that  action,  and  visit  the  aggressors 
with  puuishment. 

Mr.  Mangum  said  the  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
war,  which  had  just  been  presented  by  the  honora- 
ble senator  from  I'exas,  was  not  in  consonance  with 
the  American  idea  of  war,  oi  ai  least  nut  with  what 
was  the  .Xmerican  idea  when  the  question  of  annex- 
ation was  under  discussion  here,  at  two  several  ses- 
sions of  the  congress  of  the  United  States.  And  he 
assumed  that  such  was  not  now  the  idea  of  a  state  of 
war  on  ilie  pan  of  the  governuient,  or  those  who 
held  the  political  power  and  authority;  for,  if  there 
was  any  one  tiling,  above  all  others,  that  wua  re- 
pelled and  repudiated  at  the  time  of  the  annexaliop, 
it  was  that  we  should  thereby  acquire  a  war.  He 
thought  that  the  opinion  did  not  exisl  wilh  any  one 
who  favored  the  uieaiuro  of  annexation,  that  we 
sbould,  as  a.  cgoscquence  of  the  coasummatioa  of 
■.ii;U(il  I'jn:--      :  -   ;.:  ,i:i  m  -tiv     /./..;■     ,-     t 


that  measure,  assume  a  war  Nor  did  he  believe 
that  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment. He  thought  that  Ihe  proclamation  which  had 
just  been  Iranslaled  by  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  commilteo  on  military  affairs,  was  clear  and 
conclusive  on  that  point.  Did  nol  Ihe  present  head 
of  the  Mexican  government  assume  Ihat  there  was 
a  stale  of  peace  between  the  two  countries?  He 
disclaimed  clearly  Olid  distinctly  the  power,  as  the 
executive  head  of  the  government,  of  piitliiig  the 
nation  in  a  stale  of  war  ivilh  the  United  Slates;  and 
alluded  to  the  assembling  of  a  new  congieis,  when 
the  question  should  be  referred  to  them.  He  offer- 
ed, then,  as  proof  that  a  stale  of  war  did  not  exist, 
not  only  the  American  sentiment  and  the  sentiment 
of  all  those  gentlemen  who  were  favorable  to  an- 
nexation, but  the  sentiment  of  the  chief  execulivo 
officer  of  the  Mexican  government;  all  going  to 
show  Ihat  a  stale  of  war  did  not  exist  anterior  to 
the  recent  acls  of  hostility  on  Ihe  banks  of  the  Rio 
del  Norte.  Therefore  Ihe  question  was  reduced  to 
the  point  whether,  in  consequence  of  those  acts  of 
hostility,  as  far  as  we  liad  evidence  of  them,  war 
did  exisl.  War  as  had  been  justly  remarked,  was 
an  emanation  of  the  will  of  the  sovereign  power. — 
And  he  appealed  to  the  honorable  chairman  of  iho 
committee  on  foreign  relations  to  inform  them  in 
what  document  could  be  found  the  proof — for  as  yet 
no  opportunily  had  been  all'orded  to  examine  the 
documents — that  Mexico  had  assented  to  any  act 
of  hostility  which  might  be  denominated  a  state  of 
war. 

But  he  had  risen  principally  for  Iho  purpose  of  re- 
questing the  honorable  senator  from  Delaware  to 
withdraw  his  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert;  because 
in  that  form  the  question  was  indivisible;  but  if  it 
were  made  simply  to  strike  oul,  then  the  ipjeslion  33 
to  the  matter  which  should  he  inserted  might  under- 
go any  modificaliun  which,  in  the  sense  of  the  senate, 
seemed  necessary.  And  he  was  frank  lo  say  that  in 
this  slate  of  the  question  it  was  utterly  repugnant  to 
bis  sense  of  propriety  and  prudence  to  declare  that 
the  country  was  in  a  stale  of  war,  or  to  recognize  a 
state  of  war  in  any  form. 

It  was  very  desireable,  however,  that  our  troops 
should  be  enabled  to  act,  and  nut  be  confined  to  the 
left  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  for  he  knew  well  the 
inefficiency  of  an  army  in  the  predicament  in  which 
ours  was  now  placed.  But,  to  repeat  what  had  al- 
ready been  said,  suppose  It  should  occur  that  there 
should  be  a  disavowal  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican 
government  of  the  acls  of  aggression,  where  would 
then  be  Ihe  evidence  of  a  stale  of  wai?  In  what 
predicameut  would  they  be  placed  in  case  they  hud 
declared  Ihat  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  war.' — 
Or  had  recognised  ihe  existence  of  a  war,  which 
was  in  all  respects  equivalent  lo  a  declaration  of 
war?  But  be  was  willing,  if  lliere  should  oe  a  ne- 
cessity resulting  eilher  from  a  want  of  diavowal  or 
a  continuance  of  hostilities,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  the  sovereign  aulhority  of  Mexico  assented  to 
the  commission  of  acls  of  aggression,  he  was  willing 
in  such  case  lo-confide  to  the  executive  the  power  of 
directing  the  American  troops  to  proceed  lo  the  very 
seal  of  empire,  and  he  was  willing  to  grant  all  the 
means  that  might  be  deemed  necessary  in  supplies  of 
men  and  money.  He  hoped  the  honorable  senator 
would  withdraw  his  proposed  amendment,  and  make 
a  motion  simply  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  Clayton  said  he  had  no  care  as  to  the  form  of 
his  motion;  he  was  willing  in  that  respect  to  satisfy 
the  wishes  and  to  meet  the  views  of  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina,  (.VIr.  Calhoun)  and  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Mangum.)  He  had  himself  sup- 
posed it  would  be  better  to  unite  the  motions  to 
.strike  out  and  insert;  and  if  any  geulleinan  on  tho 
other  side  would  prefer  ihal  tne  motion  should  be 
made  in  that  form,  Mr.  C.  would  nonl'or.u  himself 
to  their  wishes;  if  nut,  he  would  withdraw  I119 
former  motion  and  substitute  a  motion  to  sliike  out 
only. 

Mr.  .jMcDuffie  inquired  whether  it  would  not  be  ia 
order  lo  >lrate  out  the  preamble?  He  knew  of  no 
rule  wliich  prevented  a  motion  in  committee  to 
amend  any  part  of  a  bill.  When,  indeed,  amend- 
ments were  reported  from  a  committee  of  the  whole 
to  Ihe  senate,  there  might  be  a  rule  which  require'! 
that  the  senate  should  first  take  up  and  act  upon  tho 
amendments  made  lo  the  body  of  the  bill  and  after- 
wards act  upon  the  preamble;  and  there  was  a  good 
reason  for  Ihis,  because  modifieatioiis  of  the  bill  itself 
migiit  require  corresponding  allcralions  in  the  pre- 
amble; but  the  reason  did  not  apply  here,  and  the 
rule  ought  nol.  He  hoped  the  moliou  would  liial  bt 
made  to  strike  out  Ihe  preamble. 

Mr.  Cluyton  said  he  had  made  that  motion,  but  it 
had  been  ruled  out  ol  arder. 

Alier  a  brief  discussion  on  tho  point  of  order,  ia 
which   Messrs.  Cnttei)den,  Maiiguui,  Calhoun,  and 

P«vi3  took  parv-r  .■■       ■■ ' 
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The  Chair  adhered  to  ils  decision  that  the  pream- 
ble must  be  considered  last. 

The  qiieslioii  then  recurrinp:  o"  'he  motion  of  Mr. 
Clayton,  to  strike  ont  in  the  fit 


ot  section  tlie  words 


what  we  cottceive  to  be  due  should  be  previously  made. 
We  are  not  bound  to  accompany  that  demand  with 
threats  of  hostility,  or  to  follow  it  with  a  public  de- 
claration of  war,   and  he   cites   many    instances  to 


to  prosecute  said  war  to  a  speedy  and  successful :  show  that,  within  the  two  last  centuries,  wars  have 
termination" —  hetn  frequently  commenced  without  a  previous  de- 

Mr.  Archer  said  that  he  had  nO'  'he  least  doubts  claration.  Since  the  time  of  RynUershoek  (continues 
in  the  world  that  war  de  facto  did  "o^^  exist;  but  as  he)  it  has  become  settled,  by  the  practice  of  Europe, 
to  the  historical  matters  which  ha'^  been  referred  to  that  war  may  lawfully  exist  by  a  declaration  which 
by  the  honorable  senator  from  Te^a'.  a"''  which  he    is    unUaltral  only,  or  wUlwiit  a  declaralion  on  either 


had  adverted  to  in  order  to  show  'hat  war  had  ex 
isted  between  Mexico  and  the  United  Slates  ever 
since  the  annexation  of  Texas,  he  should  be  incon- 
sistent with  himself  if  he  did  not  now  admit  this  to 
be  the  case;  benaiise  he  had  former'y  insisted  upon 
it  when  the  question  of  the  admission  ol  Texas  had 
been  before  the  senate.  Nevertheless,  he  could  not 
vote  against  the  motion  to  strike  out.  His  own  per- 
sonal opinion  was,  that  circumstances  showed  that 
congress  would  be  perfectly  authorised  '9  '"""  "i^K" 
ing  a  declaration  of  war,  so  as  to  lega''^^'hfi  pro- 
ceeding of  our  citizens,  and  give  a  cotjs'i'utional 
form  to  the  war  which  did  already  exist '"  poin'  of 
fact;  and  he  was  willing  to  give  his  vote  ^"'^  such  a 
Jneasure  because  he  had  no  idea  of  voting  'iirge  sup- 
plies of  money  to  carry  on  a  war  unless  'hat  war 
was  sanctioned  by  the  government.  The  reason 
why  he  was  not  willing  to  give  that  vote  no^  was, 
because  he  desired  that  in  every  declaration  ^^  ^^^J' 
there  should  be,  as  far  as  possible,  a  thorough  unani- 
mity on  the  part  of  congress;  but  he  now  saw  great 
diversity  of  opinion  on  the  question  whether  a  state 
of  war  did  or  did  not  exist.  He  differed  with  'he 
senator  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Calhoun  here  interposed  to  say  that  he  had 
not  said,  and  did  not  now  say,  but  what  congress 
might  think  it  proper  to  declare  war,  and  might  be 
justified  in  making  that  declaration;  but  what  he  did 
say  was,  that  a  state  of  war  did  not  at  present  exist, 
so  far  as  he  had  any  evidence  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  Archer  admitted  that  war  de  jure  did  not  ex- 
ist. War  was  a  stale  of  legal  condition,  and  it  could 
only  happen  by  the  recognition  or  act  of  the  go- 
vernment. This  government  had  not  put  the  coun- 
try into  that  stale,  and    therefore,  legally    and    con 


side.  It  may  begin  with  «miaanios(t(ilws.  Since  the 
peace  of  Versailles,  in  ]7G3,  formal  declarations  of 
war  of  every  kind  seem  to  have  been  discontinued, 
and  all  the  necessary  and  legitimate  consequences  of 
war  flow   at  once  from  a  state  of  public  hostilities, 

duly  recognised,  and  explicitly   announced,  by  a  do- 

mestic  manifesto  or  state  riaper.  In  the  war  between  j  no  one  can  believe  that.  Why  was  the  demand 
England  and  France,  in  1778,  the  first  public  act  on  made  then?  It  was  made  because  the  law  of  nations 
the  part  of  the  English  government  was  recalling  its  required  that  it  should  be  made  before  there  could  be 
minister,  andlhal  dngle  act  was  considered  by  France  lawfully  a  resort  to  arms.  I  have  already  said  that 
as  a  breach  of  peace  between  the  two  nations.  Tlicre  ;  Bynkershoek  contends  that,  though  a  declaration  of 
loas  no  other  declaration  of  war,  though  each  govern-    war  is  not  necessary  to  justify  aggression,  yet  "a  de- 


the  country.  These  acts  of  hostile  character  weicl 
followed  up  by  a  concentration  of  military  forces  on  !' 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rio  del  Norte,  in  the  town  and 
vicinity  of  Matamoros,  on  the  immediate  boundary 
between  the  two  countries.  Our  troops  were  order- 
ed to  that  boundary  to  repel  the  threatened  invasion, 
and  they  posted  themselves  immediately  opposite 
the  enemy  on  the  American  side  of  the  river.  The 
Mexican  general  in  command  notified  the  American 
general  to  break  up  his  camp  within  twenty-four 
hours  or  war  would  he  the  result.  Nay,  he  notified 
him  to  retire  beyond  the  Nueces  river,  and  in  the 
event  of  his  not  complying  arms  would  decide  the 
question.  Why  was  this  demand  made  if  war  was 
not  intended?  Did  he  expect  to  intimidate  the  Ame- 
rican forces  and  cause  them  to  ingloriously  flee?  No; 


ment  afterwards  published  a  manifesto  in  vindication 
of  its  claims  and  conduct.  The  same  thing  may  be 
said  of  the  war  which  broke  out  in  1793,  and  again 
in  1803;  and,  indeed  in  the  war  of  1756— though  a 
solemn  and  formal  declaration  of  war,  in  the  ancient 
style,  was  made  in  June,  175G— vigorous  hostilities 
had  been  carried  on  between  England  and  France 
for  a  year  preceding.  In  the  war  declared  by  the 
United  States  against  England  in  1S12,  hostilities 
were  immediately  commenced  on  our  part  as  soon  as 
the  act  of  congress  was  passed,  without  waiting  to 
communicate  to  the  English  government  any  notice  of 
our  intentions. 


To  the  same  effect  (said  Mr.  P.)  is  the  authority 
of  Sir  W.  Seott,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
judges  who  ever  presided  in  the  High  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain.  He  says: 
"But  it  is  said  that  the  two  countries  were  not,  in 
reality,  in  a  stale  of  war,  because  the  declaration  was 
unilateral  only.  lam,  however,  perfectly  clear  that 
it  was  not  less  a  war  on  that  account,  for  war  may 
exist  without  a  declaration  on  either  side.  It  is  so 
laid  down  by  the  best  writers  on  the  law  of  nations, 
stitutionally  speaking,  war  did  not  exist.  In  that  j  A  declaration  of  war  by  one  country  only  is  not,  as 
position  he  agreed  with  the  honorable  senator. —  j  has  been  represented,  a  mere  chatlenge,  to  be  ac- 
War  de  jure  did  not  exist,  but  war  de  facto  did  exist;  i  cepted  or  refused  at  pleasure.  It  proves  the  exist- 
and  the  question  was  whether  congress  should  unite  I  enceof  actual  hostilities  on  one  side  at  least,  and  puts 
the   two.      He   concurred    with    the   senator   now,    the  other  parly  also  into  a  state  of  war,  though  he 


though  he  did  not  this  morning.  He  should  vote, 
therefore,  for  the  motion  to  strike  out,  but  conld 
not  have  done  so  without  this  open  avowal  of  his 
sentiments.  He  was  willing,  before  voting  to  de- 
clare war,  to  wait  for  further  advices  from  the  fron- 
tier, and  for  a  more  mature  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion. But  he  thought  that  if  we  voted  ten  millions 
and  fifty  thousand  men,  we  ought  to  give  legal  cha- 
racter to  the  object  for  which  that  vote  was  made. 
He  could  not,  therefore,  act  without  further  infor- 
mation, and  such  information  as  should  satisfy  all.^ 
If  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  desired  unanimity, 
they  should  concede  sufficient  delay  to  have  the  re- 
port of  a  committee. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  had  not  seen  the  do- 
cuments accompanying  the  message,  but,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  had  seen  them,  he  desired  to 
ask  that  gentleman  whether  the  Mexican  govern- 
tnent,  in  its  correspondence  with  ours,  had  not  de- 
clared that  it  would  consider  the  annexation  of 
Texas  as  tantamount  to  war?  and  whether, since  the 
annexation,  it  had  not  declared  that  war  actually 
existed?  and  whether,  instead  of  our  being  in  a  slate 
of  peace  with  Mexico,  Iho  Mexican  congress  had  not 
declared  that  annexation  would  be  taken  as  a  decla- 
ration of  war? 

Mr.  J.  considered  that  war  de  facto  did  now  exist. 
He  was  therefore  not  only  ready  to  repel  invasion, 
but  prepared  to  prosccule  the  war.  He  was  ready 
to  vote  the  declaralion  in  the  bill  Ihat  war  with  Mex- 
ico did  now  cxi-.l;and,  further  than  that,  ho  was  pre- 
pared to  vole  a  declaration  of  war. 

Mr.  Piii7ii;tai7i:er  said,  as  the  question  was  one  of 
grcal  imporlaiice,  he  would  assign  very  briefly  the 
reasons  lor  his  vole. 

It  is  not  necessary  (said  Mr.  P.)  to  the  existence 
of  a  state  of  war,  that  war  should  be  declared  by 
both,  or  by  even  either  of  the  contending  parlies. — 
There  is  the  highest  authority  on  national  law  for 
the  support  of  Ihis  position. 

Bynkershoek  (says  Clianccllur  Kent,  in  ins  Com- 
nicntarius  on  American  law)  has  devoted  an  entire 
chapter  to  this  question,  and  he  mainlains  that  a  de- 
on  of 


perhaps,  think   proper  to  act  on  the  defensive 
onty.'^ 

From  these  authorities  (said  Mr.  P.)  it  is  clear 
Ihat  war  may  exist,  though  there  may  have  been  no 
declaration  of  it. 

Now,  if  this  be  so,  it  follows  necessarily  that  the 
existence  of  a  war  may  be  proved  by  evidence  other 
than  a  declaralion  of  it.  A  declaration  of  war,  to 
be  sure,  is  the  best  evidence  of  a  slate  of  war,  for  it  is 
conclusive  upon  the  subject,  and  leaves  nothing  to 
presumption;  but,  as  war  may  exist  without  sucli  de- 
claration, it  follows,  of  course,  that  it  may  be  proved 
by  other  evidence. 

What  is  the  evidence  then,  before  us  that  war  ex- 
ists between  the  United  Slates  and  Mexico? 

It  will  be  remembered  by  the  senate  that,  for 
years  long  past,  Mexico  has  entertained  hostile  feel- 
ings towards  the  United  Stales.  She  has  charged 
our  citizens  with  wrenching  from  her  the  territory 
of  Texas.  Nay,  she  has  charged  out  government 
with  conniving  at  it,  if  not  in  fact  instigating  it.— 
She  protested  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States,  and  gave  formal  notice  to  Iho  govern- 
ment hero  that,  if  the  joint  resolutions  should  be 
passed  by  congress  admitting  Texas  into  the  Union, 
she  would  consider  that  act  an  act  of  war.  On  the 
passage  of  the  resolutions  her  minister  hero,  by  or- 
der of  his  government,  demanded  his  passports,  and 
indignantly  withdrew  from  the  country,  breathing 
vengeance  against  the  United  States.  In  return,  our 
ministerat  Mexico  was  refused  all  official  intercourse 
with  that  government,  and  was  m  effect  driven  from 
their  country;  thus  terminating,  by  the  acts  of  Mexi- 
co, all  diplomatic  intercourse  between  ihe  two  coun- 
tries. Afterwards  she  occupied  a  hostile  altitude  to- 
wards the  United  States,  marshalling  and  organizing 
armies,  issuing  proclamations,  and  avowing  Iho  In- 
tention to  make  war  on  the  United  Slates,  either  by 
an  open  declaration  of  war,  or  by  invading  Texas. 
These  are  mailers  of  history,  (said  Mr.  P.)  and 
would  be  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  much 
more  are  they  so  in  a  political  body. 

Nolwilhslanding  these  things  (said  Mr.  P.)  the 
president  of  the  United  Slates,  actuated  by  a  strong 
claration  of  war  is  not  requisite  by  the  law  of  na-  desire  to  establish  peace  with  that  country  on  the 
tions,  and  that,  though  it  may  very  properly  be  most  liberal  and  honorable  terms,  actually  souirht  a 
made,  it  cannot  bo  required  as  a  matter  of  right—  re-opcuing  of  diplomatic  relations  between  the  two 
The  practice  rests  entirely  on  manners  and  magna-  countries,  and  sunt  a  minister  there;  and  how  was  he 
Dimity,  and  it  was  borrowed  from  the  ancient  Ro-  treated?  Ho  was  refubcd  to  be  received— not  only 
mans.    All  that  he  conlsncls  for  is,  that  a  demand  of'  once,  but  twice,  and  ho  was  thus  compelled  to  loayo 


Tnand  of  what  we  conceive  to  be  due  should  be  previous- 
ly made."  Here  was  the  demand  made;  and  it  was 
conceived  to  be  due  by  the  Mexican  general  that  our 
troops  should  decamp  and  retire  beyond  the  Nueces. 
In  a  short  lime  after  Ihis  (only  a  few  days)  the  Mexi- 
can general  was  changed  and  another  appointed  to 
his  place — that  was  Gen.  Arista,  the  most  skilful 
and  accomplished  of  all  the  Mexican  generals.  He 
informed  General  Taylor  "that  he  considered  hos- 
tilities had  commenced,  and  he  should  prosecute 
them  accordingly."  On  that  day  his  forces  were 
sent  across  the  river  into  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  prosecuting  the 
war,  and  on  tliat  very  day  the  hostile  parlies  met 
and  sixty  dragoons  of  the  .American  army,  including 
ofBcers  and  men,  were  killed  and  taken  prisoners.  Is 
not  this  war?  What  evidence  will  be  required  of 
the  existence  of  war?  If  Mexico  is  not  bound  to 
make  a  declaralion  of  war  before  war  can  properly 
be  said  to  exist,  what  other  evidence  can  possibly  ba 
expected  of  Ihe  existence  of  a  slate  of  war?  To  Mr. 
P.'s  mind  the  evidence  was  complete  to  show  that  a 
state  of  war  actually  existed. 

But  gentlemen  say  war  can  only  be  made  by  the 
sovereign  authorities  of  Ihe  two  nations,  and  that  in 
this  case  it  does  not  appear  that  that  portion  of  the 
two  governments  which  represents  the  sovereign 
power,  quoad  this  thing  of  making  war,  has  assented 
to  the  hostilities  existing.  Why,  how  is  it,  so  far  as 
we  are  concerned?  Our  territory  has  been  invaded, 
and  we  have  been  solemnly  informed  "that  the  ques- 
tion betwetui  the  two  nations  can  only  be  settled  by 
arms."  Now,  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates 
declares  that  "the  president  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  the  commander-in-chiif  of  the  army  and  naoy 
of  the  United  Slates."  If  the  country  be  invaded, 
what  is  his  duty?  It  is  to  defend  it.  His  duty  as 
commander  in-chief  requires  him  to  defend  it.  When 
he  does  defend  it,  therefore,  does  he  act  without  au- 
thority from  Ihe  sovereign  power  of  the  statei'  He 
acts  but  in  pursuance  of  his  constitutional  duty,  and 
when  he  so  acts  he  represents  the  sovereign  power 
of  the  stale. 

But,  more  than  this,  (said  Mr.  P)  'ho  constitution 
empowers  congress  "to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia  to  suppress  insurrection  and  repel  tiiDusion;" 
and  Ihey  have  executed  this  power  by  passing  laws 
upon  the  subject.  They  have  authorized  the  presi- 
dent, "whenever  the  United  Stales  shall  be  invaded, 
or  be  in  imminent  danger  of  invasion  from  any  fo- 
reign nation  or  Indian  tribe,  to  call  for'h  such  num- 
ber of  the  mililia  of  Iho  stale  or  states,  most  conve- 
nient to  the  place  of  d.inger  or  scene  of  action,  as 
he  may  deem  necessary  to  repel  such  invasion,  and 
to  issue  his  orders  for  that  purpose  to  such  officer  or 
officers  of  the  mililia  as  he  shall  Ihink  proper." — 
Now,  when  tli«  country  is  invaded,  and  he  acts  un- 
der Ihis  law,  does  he  not  act  by  Iho  authority  of  the 
sovereign  power  of  llie  nation?  Has  uot  the  power 
so  to  act  been  delegated  to  him  by  th^  sovereign 
power  itself? 

So  far  as  ihe  United  Stales  are,  then,  concerned 
in  repelling  invasion,  the  president  acts  as  the  repre- 
senlalive  of  the  nation;  and  this  without  a  formal 
declaralion  of  war,  by  congress,  to  enable  him  to  do 
so.  Such  declaration  of  war  is  unnecessary  to  ena- 
ble him  to  do  so.  He  has  already  the  power  lo  do 
so;  and  the  constitution  makes  it  hi's  duty  to  exercise 
it.  Indeed,  under  Ihe  law  of  nations,  a  declaration 
of  war  was  never  necessary  in  a  case  of  defensive 
war.  Vattel  says:  "He  who  is  attacked,  and  only 
wages  defensive  war,  needs  not  make  any  hostile 
declaration;  the  stale  of  warfare  being  sufficiently 
ascertained  by  the  enemy's  declaralion,  o/ o;)fn  *<"" 
unties.  In  modern  limes,  however,  the  sovereigHi 
who  is  attacked,  seldom  omits  lo  declare  war  in  hi* 
turn,  whether  from  an  idea  of  dignity,  or  for  the  di- 
rection of  hii  subjects."    It  13  only  in  tho  case  of  of" 
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fensive  war,  or  Ihe  commencement  of  war  on  the  I  defence  cfTeclual  bjr  not  only  driving  off  the  enemy, 
pari  of  the  United  States,  that  congress  h  called  but  by  following  them  into  their  own  territory,  and 
upon  "to  declare  war,"  before  the  stale  of  war  can  by  dictating  a  peace  even  in  the  capital,  if  it  be  ne- 
properly  exist.  cessary.     fiut,  sir,   why  does  the  honorable  senator 

Then  how  is  it  with  Mexico?  (said  Mr.  P.)  It  is  '  from  Delaware  ask  the  separation,  and  request  us 
said  that  it  docs  not  appear  that  Ihe  sovereign  power  j  to  postpone  our  decision  upon  the  relative  condition 
of  Miixico  has  authorized  these  hostilities;  thai  the    of  this  country  and  Mexico,   while  we   provide  only 


nation  may  disclaim  the  a'-ts  of  the  general;  and  thai 
in  that  case  there  would  be  no  war.  Now,  can  any 
one,  in  view  of  the  whole  conduct  of  Mexico,  sup- 
pose for  a  moment  that  this  is  possible?  The  gener- 
al was  changed,  in  the  face  of  our  troops,  and  by 
whose  authority  was  this  done?  Does  not  this  look 
like  as  if  the  finger  of  the  government  was  in  this 
matter?  There  is  no  need  of  a  declaration  of  war, 
on  the  part  of  iSIexico,  to  prove  that  war  does  ac- 
tually exist.  They  are  not  bound  to  furnish  us  with 
evidence  that  the  war  does  exist.  How,  then,  can 
we  determine  upon  what  they  have  resolved  to  do, 
except  through  the  acts  of  their  legally  appointed 
officers?  We  are  not  bound  to  wait  until  'hey  fur- 
nish us  with  evidence  of  their  intent  to  strike  before 
we  can  say  that  war  exists.  Every  presumption  of 
law,  and  of  common  sense,  is  in  favor  of  the  idea, 
that  so  much  military  parade  and  preparation,  and 
such  fearful  responsibilities,  were  never  made  and 
assumed  without  the  direction  of  the  proper  authori- 
ties in  the  republic  of  Mexico.  We  must  hold  na- 
tions bound  for  such  acts  of  their  officers,  or  other- 
wise there  would  be  no  security  for  the  peace  of  the 
world. 

War  then  exists,  and  shall  we  not  say  so?  The 
highest  considerations  of  policy  and  justice  require 
us  to  do  so.  It  is  necessary  that  we  should  do  so  to 
apprize  our  own  people  at  home  and  abroad  of  their 
new  relations  and  duties,  growing  out  of  this  state  of 
war.  It  is  necessary  that  we  should  do  so  to  apprize 
neutral  nations  of  the  fact,  to  enable  them  to  con- 
form their  conduct  to  the  rights  belongirig  to  the  new 
state  of  things.  And  it  is  necessary  that  we  should 
do  so,  in  order  to  obviate  all  difficulty,  when  we  come 
to  treat  of  the  right  to  seize  certain  things  which 
neutral  persons  are  carrying  to  the  enemy,  and  of 
what  is  termed  contraband,  in  time  of  war.  Enter- 
taining these  opinions,  Mr.  P.  said  he  was  opposed 
to  all  amendments  which  should  be  offered  to  the 
bill,  having  for  tht:ir  object!  the  striking  out  of  any 
portion  of  the  bill  which  asserts,  most  truly,  that 
war  does  exist,  and  he  should  vote  accordingly. 

Mr.  Cass  said:  I  do  not  rise  to  detain  the  senate 
long,  nor  to  enter  into  any  protracted  discussion  of 
the  subject  now  under  consideration.  I  have  but 
little  to  say,  and  1  shall  say  thai  speedily.  In  the 
first  place,  sir,  I  "desire  to  answer  the  appeal 
which  has  been  made  to  this  side  of  the  chamber 
by  tiio  honorable  senator  from  Delaware. — [Mr. 
J.  M.  Clajlou.]  He  desires  that  portion  of  the  bill 
which  asserts  that  the  existence  of  a  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico,  brought  on  by  the  ag- 
gression of  the  latter,  should  be  passed  by  for  the 
present,  and  that  we  should  now  confine  ourselves 
to  a  consideration  of  the  measures  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  the  country.  For  my  own  part  I  should 
be  happy  to  take  the  course  indicated  by  the  senator 
from  Delaware,  and  which  he  asks  us  to  adopt,  were 
1  not  prevented  from  doing  so  by  higher  considera- 
tions. If  we  appropriate  money  and  raise  men  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  repelling  an  invasion,  ne  place 
ourselves  in  ihe  very  position  which  the  honorable 
senator  from  South  Caroli:ia,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  deemed 
yesterday  the  proper  one,  and  to  wliich  I  then  ex- 
pressed, and  yet  feci,  insuperable  objcclioas.  A 
Mexican  army  is  upon  our  soil.  Are  we  to  confi;ie 
our  eflbrts  to  repelling  them?  Are  we  to  drive  Ihera 
to  the  border,  and  then  stop  our  pursuit,  and  allow 
them  to  find  a  refuge  in  their  own  leriitorj?  And 
what  then?  To  collect  again  and  cross  our  frontier 
at  some  other  point,  and  again  to  renew  the  same 
scenes,  to  be  followed  by  a  similar  immunity?  What 
sort  of  a  condition  of  things  would  this  be,  sir?  The 
advantages  would  be  altogether  on  the  side  of  the 
Mexicans,  while  the  loss  would  be  altogether  ours. 
Their  army  is  maintained  at  any  rate,  and  it  would 
cost  Ihem  little  more  to  renew  and  continue  these 
border  contests  than  to  keep  their  troops  in  their 
cantonments,  while  wc  must  spread  troops  along  our 
border,  and  hold  them  in  readiness  to  meet  these  in- 
vasions at  wliatever  point  they  may  be  attempted. — 
Now,  sir,  no  vote  of  mine  shall  place  my  country  in 
this  situation.  And  besides,  these  Mexican  hostili- 
ties will  not  be  confined  to  oporalions  by  land.  Are 
we  to  sutfcr  their  privateers  to  spread  themselves 
over  the  ocean,  to  capture  ou.v  sailors  and  vessels, 
and  to  ruin  our  commerce?  This  slate  of  things,  1, 
for  one,  am  disposed  to  meet  with  promptitude  and 
energy.  Mexico  has  attacked  I'.he  United  States — 
has  placed  herself  in  a  belligerent  attitude.  And 
now  let  her  take  the  consequences  of  her  own  ag- 


for  driving  the  invaders  from  our  soil?  He  says,  sir, 
that  he  desires  time  to  examine  the  documents  which 
the  president  has  submitted  to  us,  before  he  can  de- 
cide whether  there  is  a  state  of  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico.  1  cannot  conceive,  sir, 
that  any  delay  can  be  necessary  for  this  purpose. — 
The  main  facts  arc  indisputable.  They  are  before 
the  senate,  before  the  country,  and  before  the  world. 
A  .Mexican  army  has  passed  our  boundary,  and  is  now 
upon  the  soil  of  the  republic.  Our  troops  have  been 
attacked,  captured,  and  killed.  Our  army  is  surround 


previous  declaration.  It  may  be  commenced  by  a 
manifesto  announcing  the  fact  to  Ihe  world,  or  by 
hostile  attacks  by  land  or  sea.  The  honorable  sena- 
tor from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pcnnybacker]  has  well  stated 
the  modern  practice  of  nations  upon  this  subject. — 
He  has  referred  both  to  facts  and  authorities  show- 
ing that  acts  of  hostility  with  or  wiihout  a  public  de- 
claration constitute  a  state  of  war.  It  was  thus  the 
war  of  1756  commenced.  It  was  thus,  I  believe, 
was  commenced  the  war  between  England  and 
France  during  our  revolution.  The  peace  of  Ami- 
ens was  terminated  by  an  act  of  hostility,  and  not 
by  a  public  manifesto.  The  capture  of  the  Danish 
lleel  was  preceded  by  no  declaration  of  the  inten- 
tions of  the  British  government.  Our  own  war  of 
181^  was  declared  on  the  18ih  of  June.  The  mani- 
festo of  the  prince  regent,  declaring  war  against  us, 
was   not   issued  till   January  10th,    1813.     And  ye 


ed,  and  ctibrts  are  making  to  subdue  them.  Now  sir,  |  long  before  that  our  borders  had  been  penetrated  in 
no  documents  are  necessary  to  establish  these  facts,  I  many  directions,  an  army  had  been  subdued  and  cap- 
and  they,   it  seems  to  me,   are  all  that  can  be  neces-  |  tured,  and  Ihe  whole  territory  of  Michigan  had  been 


sary  to  justify  the  statement  of  the  president  of  the 
existence  of  war,  and  our  concurrence  in  his  re- 
coinmendalioii.  II,  indeed,  the  object  be  to  exam- 
ine the  conduet  uf  Ihe  executive,  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther this  conJilion  of  things  is  to  be  attributed  In 
him,  then,  undoubtedly,  a  careful  examination  of 
the  dooumciits  uould  be  necessary.  And  from  indi- 
cations already  given,  I  presume  that  such  an  inves- 
tigation will  be  entered  upon.  For  one,  1  am  pre- 
pared to  enter  into  it,  and  I  will  venture  to  predict 
that  the  more  severe  it  is,  the  more  triumphant  for 
the  administration  will  be  the  result.  But  the  sub- 
ject rnay  well  give  way  to  this.  Let  us  postpone 
that  inquiry  till  we  are  provided  for  the  defence  of 
the  country  and  the  vindication  of  our  honor  That 
course  seems  to  me  to  be  equally  indicated  by  duty, 
by  policy,  and  by  patrioti-m.  And  now,  sir,  permit 
me  to  advert  to  another  branch  of  this  subject. — 
Strange  doctrines  have  been  heard  yesterday  and  to- 
day, such  as  have  been  presented,  neither  by  the  his- 
tory of  our  own  country,  nor  that  of  any  other. — 
Among  those  who  oppose  the  course  of  the  execu- 
tive, there  seems  to  be  an  important  difference  of 
opinion  on  some  of  the  principles  which  should  re 
gulate  our  conduct.     By  some  it  has  been  contended 


overrun  and  seized.  All  these  facts  prove  conclu- 
sively that  it  IS  a  state  of  hostilities  that  produces 
war,  and  not  any  formal  declaration.  Any  other 
construction  would  lead  to  this  practical  absurdity. 
England,  for  instance,  by  an  act  of  hostility  or  by  a 
public  declaration  announces  that  she  is  at  war  with 
us.  If  the  view  presented  by  Ihe  honorable  senator 
from  South  Carolina  is  correct,  wc  are   not  at   war 

with  her  till  congress  has  acted  upon  the  subject.^ 

One  party  then  is  at  war,  while  the  other  is  at  peace; 
or,  at  any  rate,  In  this  new  intermediate  stale  of  hos- 
tilities, before  unknowm  to  the  world.  Now,  sir  it 
is  very  clear  that  Mexico  is  at  war  with  us  we  at 
war  with  her.  If  she  terminates  the  peaceful  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries,  they  are  terminated 
whether  we  consent  or  not.  The  new  state  of  things 
thus  created  does  not  depend  upon  the  will  of  con- 
gress. The  two  nations  are  at  war,  because  one  of 
them  has  chosen  to  place  them  both  in  that  attitude. 
But,  sir,  it  is  contended  by  some  of  the  senators  thalj 
in  Ihe  present  case,  Ihere  is  no  evidence  that  Ihe  in- 
vasion of  our  territory  has  been  authorized  by  the 
Mexican  government;  and  until  that  aulhority  is 
shown,  the  act  itself  does  not  constitute  a  state  of 
war.     1  have  already  said,  sir,  that  there  may  be  ac- 


tlie  invasion  of  the  Mexican   army  is  not  an  act  of  I  cidental   or  unauthorized   rencontres  which  do   not 


because  we  Iiave  no  proof  that  it  was  commit 
ted  by  the  order  of  the  Mexican  government.  While 
others,  and  among  them  the  distinguished  senator 
from  South  Carolina  maintain,  that  no  act  of  another 
country  can  create  a  state  of  war  with  this  unless 
such  \  ar  be  declared  by  congress.  Now,  sir,  it 
seems  to  me  that  this  pretension  is  equally  danger- 
ous in  its  conclusions,  and  unsound  in  the  reasoning 
by  which  it  is  supported.  If  I  understood  the  hon- 
orable senator  yesterday,  he  considers  there  are 
three  conditions  in  which  our  country  may  be 
placed  wilh  relation  to  another.  A  state  of  peace, 
of  war,  and  ol  hostilities.  This,  to  me  sir,  is  a  new 
division  of  the  principle  of  intercommunication  be- 
tween diflerent  countries.  War  I  understand,  and 
peace  I  understand,  and  the  rights  and  duties  which 
they  bring  with  Ihem.  But  a  slate  of  hostilities,  as 
contradistinguished  from  these  relations,  is  a  new 
chapter  in  the  law  of  nations  to  me.  I  suppose, 
heretofore,  that  if  we  were  not  at  peace  with  a  coun- 
try, we  were  at  war  with  it.  1  had  to  learn  that 
there  was  an  intermediate  state  creating  new  rights 
and  duties  which  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  difficult  to 
find  unless  a  new  Grolius  starts  up  upon  the  occa- 
sion. The  senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  has 
correctly  stated  that  there  may  be  war  without  hos- 
tilities, and  hostilities  without  war.  Belligerent  op- 
erations mny  be  temporarily  suspended,  and  there 
niay  be  acts  of  aggression,  which  may  be  called  hos- 
tilities, which  may  be  commitled  without  the  autho- 
rity of  a  government.  Rencontres,  for  instance, 
between  ships  of  war,  or  predatory  incursions  across 
the  boundary  of  a  country.  But  there  can  be  no  hos- 
tilities undertaken  by  a  government  which  do  not 
constitute  a  slate  of  war.  War  is  in  fact,  sir,  crea- 
ted by  an  effort  made  by  one. nation  to  injure  ano- 
ther. One  party  may  make  a  war,  though  it  re- 
quires two  parties  to  make  a  peace.  The  senator 
Irom  South  Carolina  contends  that  as  congress  alone 
have  a  right,  by  the  constitution,  to  declare  war, 
therefore  there  can  be  no  war  till  it  is  thus  declared. 
There  is  here  a  very  obvious  error.  It  is  certain 
that  congress  alone  has  the  right  to  declare  war. — 
That  is,  there  is  no  other  aulhority  in  the  United 
States,  which,  on  our  part,  can  change  the  relations 
of  peace  with  another  country  into  those  of  war. — 
No  aulhority  iiut  congress  can  commence  an  aggres- 
sive war.  But  another  country  can  commence  a 
war  against  us  without  the  co-operation  of  congress. 
Another  connlry  can,  at  its  pleasure,  terminate  the 
relations  of  peace  with  us,   and   substitute  for  these 


gression.     For  these  reasons"    sir,    while  we  provide!  'he  relations  of  war  wilh  their   legitimate  cosequen- 
for  Ihe  defeno*  <.f  the  country,  I  am  for  making  ihe  1  '^'=!:    War  may  be  commenced  with  or  without  a 


therefore  constitute  war.  The  case  of  the  "Little 
Belt"  was  of  that  description.  But  the  nature  and 
circumstances  of  an  aggression  sufficiently  indicate 
its  true  character  and  consequences.  A  Mexican 
army  invades  our  territory.  The  president  calls  up- 
on congress  for  the  necessary  means  to  repel  and 
punish  this  act  of  aggression.  And  we  are  met  for- 
sooth at  the  very  threshold  of  our  proceedings  that 
it  does  not  appear  that  this  invasion  has  been  corn- 
milled  by  the  anthority  of  the  Mexican  government. 
Why,  sir,  what  evidence  is  required  under  such  cir- 
cumstances? Do  you  want  such  as  is  required  by  a 
county  court  in  investigating  a  claim  for  filly  dol- 
lars? Must  we  have  a  certificate  from  a  justice  of 
the  peace  of  Mexico  that  the  president  of  that  re- 
public has  directed  this  attack  upon  our  territory. 

And  whatever  evidence  may  be  required,  how  long 
are  we  to  wait  for  it?  How  far  may  the  invaders 
march  before  we  are  satisfied  that  we  are  at  war 
with  Mexico?  Why,  sir,  such  a  state  of  things  must 
be  judged  by  moral  evidence,  by  the  circumstances 
attending  it.  It  might  be  enough  to  say  thjit  the  in- 
vasion itself  throws  Ihe  responsibility  upon  the  Mex- 
ican government,  and  is  a  sufficient  justification  for 
us  in  holding  that  government  accountable.  The 
negative  proof  is  not  upon  us.  The  moral  presump- 
tion is  sutiicient  for  our  action.  But,  sir,  there  is 
much  more  than  the  bare  fact  of  invasion  to  justify 

the  conclusion   that  we  are  at  war  with  Mexico. 

The  government  of  that  country  has  protested  ev'er- 
siiice  the  first  project  of  the  annexation  of  Texas, 

and  has  announced  its  completion  as  a  cnsiis  btlti. 

They  have  withdrawn  their  minister  from  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  and  broken  ofi'  all  diplomatic  relations 
with  us.  'Ihey  have  refused  to  recognize,  and  have 
treated  with  contumely  our  minister  charged  with 
full  powers  to  adjust  all  matters  in  dispute,  and 
whom  they  solemnly  promised  to  receive.  They 
have  collected  an  army  upon  our  frontier,  and  have 
sent  to  assume  its  command  one  of  ihe  Eist  military 
oflicers  in  the  republic.  He  summoned  General 
Taylor  to  retire,  or  that  war  would  immediately 
commence.  His  summons  being  disregarded,  he 
commenced  the  war  by  crossing  in  force  into  our 
territory,  by  attacking  our  troops,  and  by  surround- 
ing our  army.  Now,  sir,  1  appeal  to  every  senator 
on  tlie  other  side  of  the  chamber,  if  he  does  not  be- 
lieve that  all  this  has  been  done  by  order  of  the 
Mexican  government.  1  presume  there  is  not  a  man 
within  the  sound  of  my  voice  who  will  not  say  that 
in  his  opinion,  the  Mexican  general  has. acted  under 
the  direct  instructions  of  Ihe  Mexican  government. 
And  are  we  now  to  be  lold  sir,  that  wc  must  sit  dilj 
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till  we  ascertain  whether  his  acts  have  been  avowed 
or  disclaimed?  No  sir.  A  hostile  army  is  in  our 
counlrj;  our  frontier  has  been  penetrated;  a  foreign 
banner  floats  over  the  soil  of  the  republic;  our  citi- 
zens have  been  killed,  ivliile  defending  their  country; 
a  great  blow  has  been  alined  at  us;  and  while  we  are 
talking  and  asking  for  evidence  it  may  have  been 
struck,  and  our  army  been  annihilated.  And  what 
then?  The  triumphant  Mexicans  will  march  on- 
wards till  they  reach  the  frontiers  of  Louisiana,  or 
till  wc  receive  such  a  formal  ceitifioate  of  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Mexican  government  as  will  unite  us 
in  a  determination  to  recognize  the  existence  of  the 
war,  and  to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  prose- 
cute it  with  vigor.  It  has  indeed  been  suggested  that 
acts  of  hostility  to  constitute  a  stale  of  war  must  be 
directed  by  the  legitimate  authority  of  our  country; 
and  if  not  constitutional  at  home,  they  cannot  be  op- 
erative abroad.  This  is  not  the  least  strange  among 
the  strange  principles  we  have  heard  advanced  to- 
day. What  have  we  to  do  with  the  consiitulion  of 
Mexico?  What  have  we  to  do  with  the  powers  of 
her  president,  or  of  her  congress?  It  is  not  for  us  to 
stop  in  the  midst  of  our  deliberations  to  turn  over 
the  pages  of  the  last  so-called  constitution  of  Mex- 
ico, and  to  seek  how  the  powers  of  government  are 
divided  among  its  various  functionaries,  nor  to  in- I 
quire  what  is  the  last  pronunciamento,  or  who  is  tlie 
present  dictator  of  that  unhappy  country.  The 
changes,  both  of  authority  and  authorities,  are  so  ra- 
pid that  it  is  difficult  to  keep  pace  with  them.  Who- 
ever directs  the  military  power  of  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment against  us  is,  for  our  purposes,  the  represen- 
tative of  the  Mexican  nation.  Whether  he  has  at 
tained  that  power  by  usurpation,  by  false  construc- 
tion, or  by  an  exercise  of  leiiiitiinate  authority  the 
responsibility  of  his  country  is  the  same.  If  a  fleet 
of  the  United  States  should,  by  order  of  the  presi- 
dent, bombard  an  English  town,  or  commit  any  other 
act  of  aggression,  certainly  we  should  be  held  re- 
sponsible; and  such  acts  of  aggression  would  be  con- 
sidered ads  of  war.  Honorable  senators  have  said 
that  this  act  of  aggression  by  the  Mexican  army  may 
be  unauthorized;  and  they  demand  of  us,  what  would 
be  the  condition  of  the  two  countries  if  such  should 
turn  out  to  be  the  fact?  Why,  sir,  the  answer  is 
equally  clear  and  easy.  If  the  Mexican  government 
should  disavow  the  act  of  invasion,  withdraw  their 
array,  punish  their  general,  and  make  proper  satis- 
faction for  the  injury  done,  peace  would  be  immedi- 
ately restored.  But,  until  this  is  done,  we  have  only 
to  accept  the  state  of  war  wliich  is  offerred  to  us,  and 
act  accordingly.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  boundary 
of  Texas  goes  to  the  Rio  del  Norte.  But  I  do  not 
place  the  justification  of  our  government  upon  any 
question  ol  title.  Granting  that  the  Mexicans  have 
a  claim  to  that  country,  as  well  as  we,  still  the  na- 
ture of  the  aggression  is  not  changed.  We  were  in 
the  possession  of  the  country.  A  possession  obtain- 
ed without  conflict.  And  we  could  not  be  divested 
of  this  possession  but  by  our  own  consent,  or  by  an 
act  of  war.  The  ultimate  claim  to  the  country  was 
a  question  for  diplomatic  adjustment.  Till  that  took 
place  the  possessive  right  was  in  us,  and  any  attempt 
to  dislodge  us  was  a  clear  act  of  war.  It  appears  to 
me,  sir,  that  the  present  is  a  most  important  crisis 
in  the  history  of  this  country — a  crisis  which  is,  per- 
haps, to  aUect  our  character,  and  our  destiny  for  a 
long  ser^s  of  years.  If  we  meet  this  act  of  aggres- 
aiuii  promptly,  vigorously,  energetically,  as  becomes 
the  representatives  of  a  great  and  spirited  people, 
wc  shall  furnish  a  lesson  to  the  world  which  will  be 
profitably  renifinbered  hereafter,  but  if  we  spend 
our  time  in  useless  discussion — if  we  adopt  timid 
half-way  measures — if  we  delay  action,  seeking  for 
further  eviileiice,  we  shall  exhibit  counsels  and  con- 
duct whose  eft'ects  will  impress  tliemselves  upon 
many  a  chapter  of  our  future  history.  Our  iuslilu- 
tiuns  have  no  admirers  among  the  monarchical  and 
aristocratical  governments  of  the  old  world.  Our 
condition  and  progress  are  a  standing  reproach  to 
many  of  the  political  principles  which  are  there 
practically  adopted.  The  new  doctrine  of  a  balance 
of  power  on  the  American  continent  is  an  unerring 
indication  of  what  they  apprehend  and  what  they 
design.  Wc  have  but  one  safe  course  before  us. — 
Let  us  put  forth  our  whole  strength.  Let  us  organ- 
ize a  force  which  will  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  re- 
sult. Let  us  enter  ttic  Mexican  territory,  and  con- 
quer a  peace  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Let  us 
move  on  till  we  meet  reasonable  proposals  from  the 
Mexican  government;  and  if  these  are  not  met  this 
side  of  the  capital,  let  us  lake  possession  of  the  city 
of  Montezunia,  and  dictate  our  own  conditions. — 
And  I  trust  those  conditions  will  be  honorable  and 
reasonable  If  all  this  is  done  soon  it  will  be  well 
done.  But  if  delayed  thcic  will  be  other  parlies 
than  Mexico  who  will  »oon  mingle  themselves  in 
this  ali'air.  And  the  consequences  may  be  fell 
throughout  the  civilized  world.    1  am  not  afraid  to 


trust  the  president  with  the  necessary  power  to  vin- 
dicate the  country,  and  defend  its  honor.  I  believe 
he  will  execute  his  duties  ably  and  patriotically. — 
Before  I  conclude,  I  beg  leave  to  tender  my  thanks 
to  the  distinguished  senator  from  Texas,  [Mr.  Hoiis 
ton,]  for  Ihe  patriotic  sentiments  he  has  this  day  ut- 
tered. He  has  shovvn  us  that  he  is  as  able  to  advo- 
cate the  righls  of  his  contry  in  counsel,  as  to  main- 
tain them  in  arms.  His  name  is  connected  with  one 
of  those  imperishable  deeds  which  connect  them- 
selves with  the  fate  of  nations.  He  led  the  forces  of 
his  adopted  country  upon  the  day  which  secured 
their  independence,  and  broke  the  power  of  Mexico. 
He  had  the  rare  good  fortune  to  overthrow  a  h  istile 
army,  and  to  capture  the  chief  magistrate  of  a  hos 
tile  nation.  The  Rjinans  would  have  given  him  an 
ovation.  We  will  give  him  what  is  better  than  that 
for  a  republican — a  hearty  reception  among  us,  and 
the  tribute  of  our  thanks  for  his  worth  and  services. 

Mr.  Berrien  replied:  If  it  were  true,  as  had  been 
stated  by  the  senator,  that  the  destiny  of  this  country 
for  a  century  depended  on  this  question,  surely  that 
was  not  any  argument  against  due  deliberation.  It 
is  too  untruly  represented  to-day  to  justify  me  in  re- 
cording my  vote  in  silence.  If  the  bill  provided  for 
a  declaration  of  war,  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
might  be  quite  pertinent  and  proper.  But  that  is  not 
the  question.  No  dechration  of  war  is  proposed  by 
the  bill.  It  proposes'  to  recognize  the  existence  of 
an  antecedent  slate  of  war.  I  oppose  the  bill,  first, 
because  inconsistent  with  the  truth;  and  secondly, 
because  it  involves  consequences  not  to  be  properly 
hazariled  by  the  existence  of  the  case.  We  are,  ac- 
cording to  the  bill,  in  a  state  of  war  without  the  eon- 
stilutional  action  of  either  government.  How  then? 
Must  it  not  follow  that  the  president  of  the  United 
States  and  the  president  of  .Mexico  have  power  to 
declare  war?  Is  thst  true?  You  have  it  from  both 
the  gentlemen  [.Messrs.  Pennybacker  and  Cass]  that 
the  pov/er  lo  declare  war  is  vested  in  the  congress 
of  both  nations.  They  have  failed  in  showing  that 
any  modification  of  the  law  of  nations  justifies  their 
assertion  that  war  does  actually  exist.  There  was 
no  analogy  in  the  case  put  by  the  senator  [.Mr.  Cass] 
of  the  bombardment  of  an  English  port  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  fleet.  We  deny  that  war  exists — we  ad- 
mit the  existence  of  hostilities — the  power  of  this 
government  to  repel  them.  But  whether  those  hos 
tilities  are  the  act  of  the  .Mexican  nation,  or  even  of 
the  Mexican  president,  we  are  utterly  uninformed. 
The  senator  [Mr.  Cass]  slates  truly  the  law  of  na 
tions  with  regard  lo  hostilities.  They  are  to  be  re- 
pelled at  once.  A  formal  declaration  of  war  is  not 
necessary.  Suppose  the  Mexican  general  did  not 
act  under  the  aulhorily  of  the  constituted  authorities 
of  Mexico:  would  war  exist  even  on  the  supposition 
of  the  senator  from  Michigan?  Certainly  not.  But 
he  says  the  Mexican  army  has  crossed  the  boundary 
of  the  United  Slates.  Is  he  prepared  to  show  that 
the  Del  Norte  is  the  boundary? 

Mr.  Cass  explained. — His  idea  was  that  the  Mexi- 
cans had  no  right  to  attack  the  United  States  troops 
on  that  side  of  the  river. 

Mr.  Berrien. — The  proposition  of  the  senator  is 
that  war  exists.  How  does  he  prove  it?  Why,  by 
the  presence  of  a  Mexican  army  around  the  United 
Stales  army.  Dues  he  nol  thus  decide  the  question 
of  boundary?  No.  I  beg  lo  ask  how  that  posses- 
sion was  acquired,  and  by  whom?  It  was  by  the 
march  of  the  United  States  army  into  the  territory. 
If  conceding  that  it  was  a  disputed  territory,  the 
right  of  Mexico  was  equal  with  that  of  the  United 
States  to  enter  the  territory.  If  our  possession  was 
derived  from  marching  our  army  there,  cannot 
Mexico  exercise  the  same  right?  Does  priority  in 
an  act  of  hostility  vest  a  national  right?  The  argu- 
ment of  the  senator  is  that  the  march  of  the  Mexi- 
can army  was  an  act  of  hostility.  If  so,  I  have  de- 
moiiitraled  that  the  march  of  Ihe  United  Stales  army 
was  an  equal  act  of  hostility.  War  does  not,  then, 
exist  by  any  act  of  the  constituted  authorities,  in 
whose  hands  alone  is  the  power  lo  create  war.  In 
every  aspect  of  the  subject  the  proposition  of  the  se- 
nator is  unsuslained,  and  we  are  not  subject  to  the 
Imputation  of  maintaining  the  ridiculous  position 
that  we  are  not  competent  lo  stop  at  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  refrain  from  repelling  invasion.  The  question 
whether  the  hoslilities  committed  by  the  Mexican 
army  against  our  army  arc  to  bo  repelled,  is  another 
and  dill'crent  question.  I  hold  that  there  is  nothing 
clearer  than  that  such  invasion  may  be  repelled  by 
the  most  powerful  means,  by  the  pursuit  ol  the  in- 
vaders, and  by  all  possible  and  necessary  means  to 
make  the  repulsion  eUeclual,  and  for  purposes  of 
chastisemeul.  A  declaration  of  war  is  not  necessa- 
ry for  the  purpose  of  arming  us  with  all  necessary 
power  lo  repel  Ihe  invasion,  and  punish  the  aggrcs- 
tion.  If  recognised  by  Ihe  government  of  Mexico, 
then  war  docs  exist— if  not  the  hostility  will  have 
I  been  comiuiUed  by  an  officer  of  the  .Mesicaa  aimy, 


and  no  war  will  exist  between  the  two  countries.— 
Now  I  ask  what  will  be  the  consequences  of  the  re- 
cognition of  a  stale  of  war?  The  senator  has  alluded 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  Mexican  minister,  and  tha 
rejection  of  ours.  But  has  not  our  commerce  with 
Mexico  been  undisturbed?  The  presumption  of  the 
senator  then  is  refuted  by  the  continuance  o(  the  dis- 
charge of  the  functions  of  our  consuls.  The  rejec- 
tion or  withdrawal  of  a  minister  is  no  evidence  of 
the  existence  of  any  war — it  affords  no  presiimptioo 
of  such  a  state  of  war.  But  I  was  about  to  allude 
to  the  consequences  of  a  recognition  of  the  exist- 
ence of  war.  At  once  an  end  would  be  put  to  the 
subsisting  treaties.  Most  conveniently  for  Mexico, 
the  accumulated  claims  of  eur  citizens  would  ba 
obliterated — the  property  and  lives  of  our  citizens  in 
Mexico  would  be  at  her  mercy.  It  is  "id  that  Mexi- 
can privateers  may  be  already  on  It  seas.  That 
cannot  be,  unless  the  hostilities  have  b'  i  recognised 
by  the  governaient.  The  evidence  thi  '^  :■>  other- 
wise. The  Mexican  government  will  bo  an^  •  =.rable 
for  every  aggression  upon  our  commerce,  if  made 
before  a  declaration  of  war.  And  fur  what  are  all 
these  consequences  to  be  incurred?  Why,  that  we 
may  chastise  the  Mexican  army,  and  Mexico  in  all 
her  parts  and  portions  if  she  avows  the  act.  But  ia 
absence  of  all  evidence  that  this  is  the  act  of  Mexi- 
co— with  evidence  looking  the  other  way — is  it  pro- 
per, is  it  wi-e,  is  it  justifiable  in  us  lo  make  a  pre- 
mature declaration  that  war  does  exist' 

.Mr.  J.  M.  Clayton  rose  to  reply  to  the  senator 
from  Michigan,  (Mr.  Cass.)  He  appealed  to  the 
opposite  side,  and  asked  them  to  wail  at  least  till  the 
evidence  transmitted  by  the  president  was  printed. — 
The  senator  from  Michigan  said  he  was  satisfied  of 
the  fact.  But  he  was  satisfied  without  evidence — 
with  nothing  but  newspaper  reports.  He  was  wil- 
ling to  "go  it  blind."  He  contended  that  there  was 
no  evidence  before  them  to  enable  them  to  make  up 
an  honest  opinion  on  the  subject.  He  hoped  that  the 
majority  would  not  exercise  a  power  which  they 
would  not  desire  to  be  employed  against  thera.  Let 
them  recollect  that  the  day  might  come  when  the 
majority  would  be  on  his  side  of  the  chamber.  It 
might  be  that  after  examining  the  documents  he  (Mr. 
C.)  would  be  willing  to  vote  a  declaration  of  war. — 
But  he  could  not  assent  lo  that  without  examina- 
tion— without  a  fair  opportunity  of  forming  a  judg- 
ment. 

.Mr.  Houston  asked  the  senator  from  Delaware 
what  evidence  would  safisfy  him  of  the  existence  of 
a  state  of  war. 

Mr.  J  J\I.  Clayton  replied  that  authentic  evidence 
of  the  fact  that  the  hostililies  had  been  sanctioned 
b;  the  Mexican  authorities,  would  satisfy  bim.  But 
there  was  no  such  evidence  before  them  now.  It  was 
a  ci>mmon  Ihin^.;  fur  the  Mexican  government  to  dis- 
avow the  acts  of  their  generals.  A  general  com- 
mitted an  act  today  which  the  government  disa- 
vowed to-morrow.  If,  after  a  declaration  of  war, 
or  a  recognition  of  a  state  of  war  by  the  congress  oC 
the  United  Slates,  intelligence  should  be  received  of 
the  fact  Ihat  the  Mexican  government  had  disavow- 
ed the  act  of  iheir  military  officers  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  how  mortified  would  they  all  be,  and  bow 
much  would  they  regret  that  they  had  nol  waited 
until  they  themselves  had  decided,  after  a  deliberate 
examination,  instead  of  precipitately  rushing  -on  a 
declaration  of  war. 

Mr.  Houston  again  rose,  but  yielded  to — 

Mr.  Westcott,  who  rose  amid  loud  cries  of  "ques- 
tion," and  said  that  had  iit  been  called  upon  to  vote 
on  this  bill  on  yesterday,  he  believed  he  should 
have  voted  against  it.  But  calm  and  cool  reflection 
since  Ihen  had  convincid  him  it  was  his  duty  to  vote 
for  it.  He  did  not  entirely  approve  of  the  phraseo- 
logy of  the  bill.  This  was,  however,  no  time  for 
verbal  criticism.  Immediate,  prompt,  decisive  ac- 
tion was  demanded.  His  objection  to  the  bill  was 
not  that  which  had  been  urged.  It  was  enlirely  dif- 
ferent. He  was  nol  disposed,  (as  this  bill  seemed  lo 
do,)  to  throw  upon  Mexico  the  commfnccm.-n(  of  this 
war.  He  preferred  that  this  government,  instead  of 
the  declaration  in  Ibis  bill  that  "war  existed,"  and 
"by  the  act  of  Mexico,"  should  make  an  indepen- 
dent, alCrmative,  positive,  and  unequivocal  declara- 
tion of  war  against  that  government.  He  fell  as- 
sured that  the  past  conduct  of  Mexico  towards  the 
United  States,  ever  since  Mexico  had  claimed  to  be 
a  difilinct  nation,  if  fairly  exhibited  to  the  civilized 
world,  would  fully  justify  such  declaration.  Yes, 
Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  W.)  if  the  soldiers  of  Mex- 
ico had  not  invaded  Texas  during  tha  last  month — if 
Ihey  had  not  murdered  Col.  Cross — if  they  had  not 
killed  Lieut.  Porler— if  they  had  notaltacked  Har- 
dee and  Thornton;  nay,  if  her  present  rulers  were 
now  to  apologize  and  alone  for  these  acts,  there  is 
ample  cause  for  our  declaring  war  agaii  at  her,  lo  be 
found  in  her  past  courses  towards  us.  Sir,  we  hav? 
been  most  forbearing  towards  Mexico.   Wo  hate  al- 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  23,  1S4(>— WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


189 


lowed  our  feelings  for  a  neishboring  sister  republic 
to  restrain  us  from  deniandini;  and  enforcing  long 
ago  reparation  for  tier  insults  and  outrages.  The 
American  people  would  not  have  submitted  to  the 
indignities  they  have  patiently  endured  from  Mexico, 
from  any  other  government  on  God's  earth.  They 
would  have  risen  as  one  man  to  repel  them  years 
since. 

This  forbearance  has  but  emboldened  Mexico  to 
farther  wrong.  Her  rulers  have  mistaken  our  sympa- 
thy for  herdilficulties  and  misfortunes,  and  our  con 
sideration  of  her  weakness,  for  pusiUaniuiity!  It  is 
time  they  should  be  nnduceivcd.  The  world  has 
been  imposed  up'Mi  with  lespect  to  the  true  causes 
of  ditference  between  .Mexico  and  the  United  States. 
The  recent  occurrences  are  but  a  drop  in  the  bucket. 
Mexico  has  artfully  sought  to  create  the  impression, 
that  what  she  calls  the  "spoliation"  of  I'exas,  is  the 
origin  and  cause  of  these  dilB^-'ulties.  Sir,  (said  Mr. 
W.,)  before  the  Texas  revolution,  she  had  outraged 
our  flag  in  her  own  ports,  and  on  the  high  seas  in  the 
gulf.  She  had  robbed  and  imprisoned  our  citizens; 
and  even  our  diplomatic  and  consular  agents  in  her 
jurisdiction  were  outraged  apd  insulted  in  a  manner 
which,  by  the  acknowledged  laws  of  nations,  afford- 
ed to  us  just  cause  for  declaring  war  against  her. — 
But  we  forbore  to  resort  to  this  mode  of  redress. — 
We  negotiated  a  treaty  with  her.  by  which  she  en- 
gaged to  indemnify  our  citizens.  She  plighted  her 
faith  as  a  nation  to  do  them  justice — to  pay  for  her 
spoliations  of  their  property  and  outrages  of  their 
rights.  Has  she  done  so>  No,  sir!  No,  sir!  She 
has  ignorainiously  violated  her  plighted  faith  to  them 
and  to  this  government.  She  has  dishonorably  with- 
held from  us  the  debt  which  she  engaged  to  pay  for 
their  benefit.  The  president,  in  his  message,  states 
that  these  spoliation  claims  amount  to  upwards  of 
$6,000,000.  I  believe,  sir,  that  seven  millions  of 
dollars  would  not  indemnify  those  American  citizens 
who  have  suffered  from  the  wrongs  and  outrages  of 
that  government.  She  ought  in  justice  to  pay  that 
amount,  and  this  government  should  compel  her  to 
pay  it.  Without  referring  to  her  insults  to  our  flag 
— the  insults  to  our  diplomatic  and  consular  agents, 
or  even  the  imprisonment  of  some  of  them  and 
other  American  citizens,  we  can  find  in  her  course 
with  respect  to  the  indemnity  for  these  spoliations, 
and  in  the  gross  indignity  cast  in  the  teeth  of  the 
American  people,  in  the  treatment  of  its  accredited 
minister,  (V:  Slidell)  this  winter,  after  her  invita- 
tion to  self  '  -  im,  as  all  Christendom  will  say,  just 
cause  for  ai.  flirmative  declaration  of  war  against 
her.  Sir,  (sbi(J  Mr.  W.,)  I  am  not  for  temporizing 
— for  any  half-way  measures.  1  am  in  favor  of  such 
declaration;  and,  without  reference  to  recent  occur- 
rences, I  should  be  in  favor  of  it.  1  care  not  if  the 
military  chief  who  has  usurped  the  reins  of  power 
in  Mexico — 1  care  not  if  chis  congress  should  disa- 
vow the  acis  of  Generals  Anipudia  and  Arista — if 
it  should  disgrace  and  punish  these  olBcers  for  their 
recent  acts  in  the  Slate  of  Texa« — still, causes  which 
would  weigh  with  me  as  sufficient  to  justify  this  de- 
claration, were  not  removed.  Doubtless  her  rulers 
are  instigated  by  the  emissaries  of  other  govern- 
ments inimical  to  us.  Their  influence  cannot  be 
concealed.  They  are  manifest.  They  will  not  de 
ter  me  in  the  least  degree  from  pursuing  the  path 
that  I  believe  the  honor  of  my  country  requires  me 
to  follow. 

Mr.  President,  I  coincide  fully  in  the  distinction 
maintained  on  yesterday  by  the  honorable  senator 
from  South  Carolina  [.Mr.  Calhoun]  between  mere 
hosltlilicj  and  loar,  according  to  the  meaning  of  the 
federal  constitution.  No  hostilities  can  be  recognis- 
ed as  war  by  this  government,  unless  they  have  been 
declared  by  congress  to  constitute  war.  I  hold,  too, 
that  it  is  important  this  distinction  should  be  main- 
tained; as  otherwise  the  acts  of  the  executive  may 
create  war,  and  the  wise  constitutional  provision, 
placing  the  power  of  declaring  war  exclusively  in 
conffress  will  be  a  dead  letter.  I  am,  however,  for 
congress  in  this  case  exercising  its  constitutional 
power.  As  1  before  said,  1  should,  after  calm  deli- 
beration on  the  subject,  prefer  an  affirmative,  une- 
quivocal  declaration  of  war;   but  I  am  not  disposed 


Without  it,  and  without  the  express  authority  of  I  Mr.  Crittenden.  No;  there  was  a  shade  of  differ- 
congress,  the  president  cannot  issue  commissions  to  I  enre.— a  very  perceptible  one.  He  believed  it  was 
privateers — issue   letters  of  marque  and  reprisal —    indispensable   policy  to  make  the  war  as  sharp  and 


cannot  authorize  the  blockade  of  the  Mexican  ports 
— cannot  authorize  the  capture  of  Mexican  ves-iels 
on  the  high  seas  as  prizes  of  war.  Without  such 
declaration,  Mexicans  taken  in  arms  after  defeat  in 
attacking  our  citizens  or  soldiers  cannot  be  held  by 
the  executive  authority  as  prisoners  of  war — treason 
in  aiding  her  troops  may  even  go  unpunisheJ;  and 
above  all,  with'^ut  the  observance  of  the  duties  of 
other  nations  toward  us,  the  duty  of  neutrality,  so 
likely  to  be  violated,  could  not  be  properly  enforced. 
Without  such  declaration,  Mexico  may  be  supplied 
with  arms,  ammiinilion,  and  munitions  of  war  by 
other  nations;  and  if  captured,  they  would  not  bo 
liable  to  forfeiture  as  "contraband  of  war.'"  The  de 
claration  of  war  will  in  every  way  strengthen  the 
executive  arm  in  this  contest — at  home,  abroad,  on 
the  field  of  contest,  and  in  these  halls.  It  will  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  supplies  of  men  and  m')- 
noy  we  propose  to  give,  throe-fold.  It  will  convince 
the  world  we  are  in  earnest  in  this  matter.  Other 
nations  may  profit  by  the  information. 

Even  if  this  matter  with  Mexico  should  be  settled 
in  a  month,  the  money  we  expended  in  warlike  pre- 
parations may  not  be  spent  unprofitably.  If  war  is 
formally  declared,  the  contest  with  Mexico  must  be 
carried  on  by  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare — by  the 
acknowledged  laws  of  war.  I  prefer  this  to  the  quasi 
piratical  Indian  contest,  which  it  will  otherwise  be- 
come. The  rules  of  civilized  war  are  well  known. 
In  this  age  every  nation  must  obey  them.     If  war  is 

formally  declared,  and  .Mexico  should,  by  its  favor-  j  came  from  Ihe  sovereign  powe'r?  Asa  mere  matter 
able  fortune  to  her  arms,  have  the  power  to  perpe-  j  uf  uuth  or  falsehood,  he  could  not  vote  f  .r  the  bill 
trate  a  repetition  of  the  atrocities  of  the  Alamo  and  t  As  men,  and  as  patriots,  he  appealed  to  the  senators 
Goliad,  she  dare  not  do  so  in  the  face  of  the  civiliz-  whether  they  ought  not  to  remove  this  impediment 
ed  world.  1  repeat,  therefore,  that  I  shall  go  for  ,  provided  this  removal  would  not  destroy  the  efficien- 
this  part  of  this  bill,  and  am  prepared  to  sit  here  till  cy  of  the  bill.  They  ought  to  accommodate  thoso 
it  IS  passed.  Alteration  will  m.ike  delay,  and  expe-  who  thought  with  him.  Was  it  not  desirable  to  have 
dition  IS  all-important.  |  a  ^ipyng  vote?     Why,  then,  not  remove  this  impedi- 

I  do   not  approve  of  that  part  of  this  bill  which  I  ""'"'  ''^  ^  '"'""S  vote?     There  could  be  but  one  oh 


short  as  possible.  If  it  lingered  one  year  it  would 
not  be  a  .Mexican  war.  With  a  straw  you  could 
kindle  a  fire  to  burn  down  a  city.     In  this  connected 

condition  of  the  world  war   was  felt  evcrywhero 

War  could  not  be  made  with  Mexico  without  touch- 
ing Ihe  interests  and  exciting  the  jealousies  of  all 
nations  trading  witli  us.  Great  consequences  might 
be  involved  in  that  war.  He  would  therefore  make 
it  as  compendious  as  possible.  He  would  even  if 
he  had  his  way,  send  a  minister  plenipotentiary  with 
the  general,  and  between  every  blow  hold  out  tho 
offer  of  peace.  He  would  be  willing  to  give  the 
means  to  the  president  for  tho  purpose  of  repelling 
invasion,  and  otherwise  prosecuting  hostilities,  till 
the  peace  of  the  country  be  secured  from  tho  danger 
of  further  invasion.  All  the  lime  he  would  give  no- 
tice of  peace  by  the  minister  going  along  with  the 
general.  Thus  limited,  he  was  assured  they  would 
get  any  amount  of  military  force.  He  would  movo 
to  strike  out  and  insert  sonielhing  like  that  which  ha 
had  suggested.     After  expressing   his  ilissatisfaction 

with   the  preamble,  of  which  he  saw  no  necessity 

there  was  none  in  the  declaration  of  war  in  1812 

the  honorable  senator  resumed  his  scat. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  rose  and  said:  Senators  liav* 
not  made  the  distinction — an  obvious  one — between 
the  fad,  whether  there  be  war,  and  the  act  of  de- 
claring war.  All  admitted  that  there  was  no  war 
connected  with  this  invasion  which  gave  them  a  right 
to  declare  war.      War  waa  an  act  ol  hostility,  which 


gives  the  president  the  power  to  select  the  principal 
officers  of  the  volunteer  militia.  Was  it  a  new  ques- 
tion, I  should  be  inclined  to  regard  the  constitutional 
objection  raised  to  it  as  a  very  serious  one;  but  I  am 
disposed  to  yield  to  the  precedents  of  1812  and  1813 
in  its  favor.  1  should  be  better  satisfied  to  leave  the 
power  to  the  state  authorities-  They  will  be  jea- 
lous of  officers  of  federal  appointment  But  tins  ob- 
jection 1  will  forego  f  -r  the  purpose  of  securing  im- 
mediate action  on  the  bill;  that  troops  may  be  sent 
forthwith  to  the  field,  and  the  honor,  and  interests, 
and  rights  of  the  country  maintained. 

JVIr.  Crittenden  hoped  that  the  emergency  would 
not  be  found  so  pressing  as  some  senators  appeared 
to  suppose.  He  had  great  confidence  in  the  officer 
commanding  the  forces  on  the  Kio  Grande,  and  was 
pretty  confident  that,  in  eight  and  forty  hours  after 
the  dale  of  last  advices,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
general  commanding  had  whipped  the  Mexicans, 
driven  them  across  the  river,  and  was  in  the  town  of 
Matamoras.     He  luisht  be   wrong,  but  that  was  hi 


jection,  and  that  was,  that  it  would  render  the  bill 
less  efficient.  But  could  that  objection  be  entertain- 
ed by  any  one?  He  now  came  to  make  some  remarks 
on  the  speech  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Crittenden.]  He  had  made  a  suggestion  which  seem- 
ed to  remove  every  objection.  It  gave  this  bill  all 
possible  efficiency— ability  to  prosecute  the  hostili- 
ties nut  merely  to  the  frontier,  but  beyond  it.  They 
could  do  no  more  than  that.  But  since  some  gen- 
tlsmen  around  him  seemed  to  say  that  there  was  war, 
he  would  allude  to  that.  The  difference  between 
the  existing  state  of  things  was  as  wide  as  the  poles. 
War  placed  every  member  of  this  community  at 
war  with  every  member  of  the  Mexican  community. 
But  It  did  not  end  there— it  created  new  relations 
between  this  country  and  all  other  powers,  and 
amongst  these  relations  was  the  right  to  blockade— 
interlering  with  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  tend- 
ing to  bring  us  into  conflict  with  them.  The  moment 
ilwasdeclared.privateeringcommeuced,  and  swarms 
of  privateers  were  let  loose  upon  our  extended  com- 
merce.    And   more   than  that  any  mode  of  adjusl- 


speculation.     Still   he  admitted  that   they  were  not 

to  act  under  such  a  supposition.  They  were  to  act  J  ment  was  set  -iside  except  that  by  a  treaty  ol  peVce. 
with  the  least  possible  delay  consistent  with  order  ;  VVhy,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  reasonable,  he  asked' 
and  propriety.  He  was  to  a  great  extent  prepared  j  would  they  rush  at  once  to  the  ultimate  resort?  SunI 
to  vote  for  the  supplies — not  indeed  so  advisedly  as  i  poso  tbis  turned  out  to  be  a  case  in  which  warou»ht 
he  would  have  desired.  One  thing  was  certain — I  to  be  declared,  after  examination  of  all  ttie  d-icu- 
that  there  had  been,  to  some  extent,  a  conflict  on  the  nients.  Let  the  declaration  be  made  in  due  form 
Rio  Grande  between  the  troops  of  tlie  two  countries,  j  and  with  becoming  dignity — not  in  this  side-way  as 
To  whose  fault  that  was  to  be  ascribed,  he  could  not  j  'f  tbey  were  afraid  to  do  it.  Let  them  show  a  front 
say;  but  he  feared  that  when  the  matter  was  investi-  lo  the  world,  such  as  was  becoming  the  character  of 
gated,  it  would  be  found  that  he  would  not  be  able  I  the  nation.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  world 
to  regard  with  entire  approbation  the  conduct  of  |  war  was  a  tremendous  thing.  The  wliole  sentiment 
the  executive.  He  saw  no  reason  for  the  advance  | "'' the  civilized  world  was  turning  slroiifer  and 
of  the  troops  to  the  Rio  Grande — for  tlie  hazarding  j  stronger  against  war.  And  let  us  not,  (said  Sir.  C.,) 
of  those  consequences  which  every  sensible  man  fo""  the  honor  of  our  country — for  tlie  dignity  of  the 
must  have  foreseen.  It  was  not  for  a  moment  to  be  i  republic — be  the  first  to  create  a  stale  of  war.  .Mor- 
iraagined  that  the  angry  armies  of  two  angry  and  j  lal  man  cannot  see  the  end  of  it.  When  I  h.ok  on 
quarrelling  nations  should  day  after  day  face  each  and  see  that  we  are  rushing  upon  the  most  tremen- 
other,  with  cannons  pointed  at  each  other,  and  only  dous  event,  1  am  amazed.  1  am  more  than  amazed- 
a  fordable  river  between  them,  and  conflict  not  result.  I  am  in  a  state  of  wonder  and  deep  alarm.  I'his  is 
It  was  conceded  that  this  was  disputed  territory.  ;""'."'* '""^."f '=^''"<='<='' to  go  into  war.  They  who 
to  be  fastidious  as  to  the  mode.  1  should  prefer  a  What  right  had  the  Uniteil  Slates  to  take  possession  .  6"  '"'"  *"■'  "i  "lis  manner — as  if  seeking  a  divisive 
manifesto,  stating  oi;r  grievances  to  the  world.  But  of  it?  Had  not  the  other  disputing  claimant  an  equal  j '^,'""*^~'^*''""'  **P^'='  'o  succeed.  It  is  a  hasty, 
the  effect  of  this  bill,  if  it  is  passed,  will  be  the  same  !  right?  But  he  would  not  prosecute  that  view  of  Ihe  '  '''o"gbtless  course.  1  do  not  wish  to  use  any  words 
as  if  it  was  such  affirmative  declaration.  The  act  of  i  subject  at  present.     He  was  willing  to  consider  the  :  1"  ^"^ ""'^"*'''^ '^"^<^ — but  with  all  possible  emphasis, 

exigency  as  urgent  as  they  pleased,  and  to  make  ad-  ;  .^''"O'''  >""  'o  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  preci- 
equale  preparation.  As  it  was  the  wish  of  some  se-  i  P''^ncy,  or  want  of  that  deep  reflection  and  profound 
nators  to  rest  with  that  in  the  meantime,  he  should  '  ["editaiion  which  alone  can  guide  you  lo  a  success- 
be  entirely  content  with   that  course,  but  he  did  not         issue. 

know  that  he  would   be  willing  to  limit  the  govern- I      Mr. /.  Jl/.   C/at/Ion  said  that  the  question  now  was 
war;  because  he  did  not  believe  that  hostilities  could    ment  to  repelling  invasion.     Perhaps  he   would  be    whether  gentlemen   should   now    vote   the  supplies 

of  what  he  meant  by  re-    that  were  necessary  to  meet  the   hostilities  that  had 


June  18,  1813,  daclared  "war  to  exist  against  Great 
Britain;"  and  this  bill  recites  that  "it  does  exist  by 
the  act  of  Mexico."  The  effect  is  essential  part  of 
the  mailer. 
Mr.  W.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  declaration  of 
'ar;  because  he  did  not  believe  that  hostilities  could 
be  as  efficiently,  effectually,  and  successfully  carried  :  satisfied  with  an  expression  ol 

on  by  the  executive  without  it  as  .vith   it.     I  concur  I  pelling  invasion.     He  meant  by  that,  pursuing,  beat- 
(said  Mr.  W.)  in  the  opinions  advanced  on  this  point   ing  clown,  till  the  borders  were  freed  from  danger  ol 
by  the   honorable   senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pen-   a  repetition  of  the  invasion, 
nybacker,]  and  other  senators.  1     A  senator.    That  would  be  war. 


taken  place,  no  matter  how  they  had  been  occa- 
sioned, or  refuse  to  vote  them  because  there  were 
certain  other  things  in  the  bill  to  which  lliev  could 
not  agree. 
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He  had  hoped  thai  those  who  constituted  the  ma- 1  truth.  The  majority,  entertaining  a  different  opin- 
iority  would  act  with  justice  and  generosity,  and  ion,  refuse  that  indulgence;  Ihcy  insist  that  I  shall 
would  have  consented  to  place   the  members  of  the  |  vole  upon  the  light  before  me,  and  in   such   allerna- 


senate  who  difl'ered  from  them  only  on  a  question  of 
fact,  and  not  of  principle,  and  who  were  as  ready  to 
■vote  supplies  to  the  government  as  themselves,  in  a 
position  where  they  could  have  done  this  without 
committing  themselves  on  a  question  of  fact,  with- 
out any  adequate  evidence  to  go  upon.  They  loved 
their  country  as  ardently  as  their  brother  senators, 
and  as  anxiously  desired  to  relieve  her  distresses  and 
to  sustain  her  honor.  But  they  did  not  desire  to  be 
placed  in  a  false  position;  and  he  must  be  permitted 
to  protest  against  the  course  pursued  towards  them 
by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  chamber  as 
oppressive  and  every  way  unjust.  He  should,  never- 
theless, vote  the  supplies.     There  should  be  no 


live  I  have  no  clioice  but  to  vote  witliout  evidence 
upon  trust,  or  to  oppose  the  bill,  and  1  cannot  hesi- 
tate as  to  my  duty.  My  friend  from  Delaware, 
(Mr.  Clayton,)  who  in  like  perplexity,  has  an- 
nounced his  purpose  to  sustain  the  bill — to  vote  for 
provisions  to  which  his  j'udgmcnt  and  his  con- 
science is  opposed,  in  order  to  promote  an  object 
to  which  he  is  anxious  to  give  his  support.  This 
1  cannot  do.  I  cannot  sanction  so  important  a 
statement,  and  the  deductions  which  will  be  made 
from  it,  anxious  as  1  am  to  give  succor  tuid  support 
to  the  army. 

Let  us,  sir,  glance  at   some   of  the   facts,  a'    they 
are  either  known  or  represented.     The  grea'  ques 


construction  of  his  views  on  that  point.     He  would  |  twn    is,  who  is^lhe  aggr^essor.'^  It  may   be  th.,t  it 

vote  for  the   bill;  but  he   would   vote  for  it  under  a     "'" ../•.,.       .r  .i..   u. .v._... 

protest.  He  was  voting  in  the  dark  on  the  question 
of  fact  and  of  law,  whether  a  state  of  war  did  or 
did  not  exist.  He  was  compelled  to  do  so.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  forced  him  to  do  it.  He 
knew  that  his  vote  would  not  alter  the  decision  of 
the  question;  and  it  was  possible  his  vote  might  not 
answer  the  purposes  of  the  majority.  The  bill  would 
pass  by  a  large  majority;  nevertheless,  it  should  not 
pass  without  his  vote.  He  would  vote  supplies  for 
his  government  at  all  hazards. 

Mr.  Davis  said  that  he  had  used  every  exertion  in 


Mexico;  and  if  it  is — if  she  has,  without  provoca- 
tion, spilt  the  blood  of  our  citizens  upon  our  soil, 
the  fact  will  go  far  to  justify  the  preamble;  but  if 
she  has  resisted  aggression  upon  her,  the  responsibi- 
lity, both  for  acts  and  consequences,  is  changed. — 
If  in  one  case  war  exists  by  her  act,  it  is  obvious  in 
the  other  that  it  does  not  exist  by  her  act.  It  is  but 
a  few  weeks  since  the  army  was  at  Corpus  Chrisli, 
some  hundred  miles  easterly  of  its  present  position. 
It  was  ordered  to  advance  and  take  position  upon  the 
Rio  del  Norlo.  Now,  I  -have  always  understood  that 
the  greater  part,  if  not  all    the  region   west  of  the 


,  .               .          ,.f    ,,     ,.,|           ,    .     im„  ,„„;„„;.    Nueces,  was  debatable  ground,  and  so  considered  at 
his  power  to  modify  the  bill  so  as  to  be  able  to  give  It    ,.,',,,         ,    ■    ■        p  A,  ii,,.i,„„  . 

I:" .    Ti.uA j„j.„.i, „..i!„„t   „„j    the  time  of  the   admission  of  Texas,  and  by  the  act 


his  support.  He  had  attended  to  the  proceedings,  and 
listened  to   the   debate    with    earnest  attention,  and 

had  done  all   that  he   could   to   obtain  such  amend- ,  -  „.     ,   .„     .       -,       •   ,    ,  u-      '        >i>       ■,., 

.  J,     I-  ,-  1   .     >„,  iK   „„,!  no   I  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  and  pointed  his  guns  at  the  city 

menta  as  seemed  to  him   essential   to   truth   and  ne-    „,-  ^i„, „„,„„„„  '  "  ' 

cessary  to  vindicate   the  justice  of  the  country,  but 


by  1 
of  admission.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  commanding 
general,  under  orders,  placed    his  camp  on  the  bank 


without  success;  and  ho  the  more  regretted  this,  as 
he  had  felt  a  great  solicitude  to  sustain  some  of  the 
main  provisions  of  the  bill. 

The  intelligence,  as  announced,  disclosed  an  im- 
portant fact.  The  army  of  the  United  States  sta- 
tioned upon  the  Rio  del  Norte  was  in  a  critical  and 
dangerous  posture,  needing  succor.  Now,  although 
it  is  not  probable  that  any  aid  which  we  may  afford 
will  be  seasonable,  (said  Mr.  D.)  yet  I  will  take  the 
fact  as  it  is  stated,  and  make  every  necessary  provi- 
sion for  relief.  This  I  am  anxious  to  do,  and,  under 
the  emergency,  I  am  willing  to  waive  all  matters  of 
form.  I  will  place  money,  men,  and  the  material 
of  war  at  the  disposal  of  the  government,  to  any 
extent  necessary  to  meet  the  emergency,  and  to  res- 
cue the  army  from  all  peril.  I  would  supply  the 
government  with  all  the  means  necessary  to  exert 
its  energies  with  promptness  and  success,  and  bad 
hoped  that  the  form  of  the  bill  would  be  such  as  to 
enable  me  to  give  to  it  a  hearty  support.  But  the 
judgment  of  the  senate  is  otherwise.  While  the  bill 
makes  ample  provision  in  this  particular,  it  contains 
another  provision  of  quite  another  character,  and 
which  1  find  it  impossible  to  support  upon  the  evi- 
dence, as  it  stands  before  us.  The  preamble  dclares 
that  war  exists  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Republic  of  Mexico  by  the  act  of  the  latter  power. 
Yes,  that  war  exists  by  the  act  of  Mexico.  This 
preamble,  too,  is  made  the  basis  of  the  bill  which 
follows.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  shall  not  at  this 
time,  wearied  as  I  am,  and  as  the  senate  must  be, 
enter  into  an  examination  of  the  important  and  mo- 
mentous considerations  which  surround  this  ques- 
tion; but  ^  must  be  permitted,  in  a  matter  of  such 
deep  and  pervading  interest,  to  advert  to  some  of  the 
reasons  which  will  govern  my  vote.  The  subject 
has  been  discussed  with  earnestness  and  ability,  and 
while  I  shall  avoid  reiterating  the  arguments  of 
others,  1  shall  advert  to  some  considerations  which 
have  great  weight  in  my  mind,  and  will  determine 
the  course  which  1  shall  pursue.  This  is  a  duly  which 
1  could  not  avoid  if  1  would,  as  1  know  not  how 
others  intend  to  vote. 

The  message  of  the  president  was  sent  In  yester- 
day, with  voluminous  documents,  which  have  not 
been  read.  We  have  therefore  no  knowledge  of 
their  contents,  and  are  called  upon  to  vote  in  the 
dark  upon  the  measures  founded  upon  them.  We 
are  called  upon,  under  these  circumstances,  to  de- 
clare a  great  (act  upon  trust;  we  are  called  upon  to 
announce  to  the  country  and  the  world  that  war  ex- 
ists by  the  act  of  Mexico — to  exonerate  ourselves 
and  fix  upon  her  the  stigma  of  such  an  act.  Now, 
sir,  1  must  be  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  slalemenl 
bcl^ore  1  give  to  it  my  sanction.  1  cannot,  upon 
trust,  undertake  to  decide  a  question  of  such  magni- 
tude. Tlial  hostilities  exist  1  do  not  duubl,  but  1 
must  know  who  is  the  aggressor  before  1  can  deter- 
mine who  is  rciponsible.  If  Mexico  is  not  the  ag- 
gressor, war  docs  not  exist  by  her  act.  No  injury 
can  result  by  delaying  this  declaratiun  till  the  facts 
are  known — until  the  CTidoiico  is  before  us  which 
will  enable  us  to  decide  undcrstandiugly.  This 
Becms  to  mo  due  to  ourselves,  to  the  country,  and  to 


of  Matamoros, 

The  senator  from  Michigan,  (Mr.  Cass,)  has  said 
that  the  question  now  to  be  considered  is  not  one  of 
title,  hut  of  possession,  because  a  parly  having  pos- 
seesion  of  a  disputed  territory  has  the  right  to  main- 
tain it  untij  the  question  is  settled.  1  acquiesce  in 
the  rule,  and  v/ould  ask,  what  is  the  extent  of  our 
right  of  possession.'  Wc  derive  our  title,  whatever 
it  is,  from  Texas.  It  is  coextensive  with  hers,  but 
no  greater,  because  she  could  transler  nothing  that 
she  had  not  acquired.  Hers  was  the  right  ol  con- 
quest. How  far  did  it  go?  How  far  did  she  extend 
her  jurisdiction.'  How  far  were  her  laws  and  au- 
thority acknowledged  and  submitted  to.'  Did  her 
jurisdiction  ever  extend  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio 
del  Norte?  Did  the  people  there  ever  submit  to  or 
acknowledge  her  jurisdiction?  I  think  I  hazard  no- 
thing in  saying  that  it  is  notorious  that  she  never  had 
possession  of  any  portion  of  this  valley.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  believed  to  be  notorious  that  the  po- 
pulation of  this  region,  from  Biases  Santiago,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  to  Santa  Fe,  have  at  all  times 
been  part  and  parcel  of  the  Mexican  republic,  under 
its  laws,  and  subject  to  its  jurisdiction.  What  title, 
then,  had  Texas  to  this  countrj?  None,  if  her  right 
was  only  commensurate  with  her  conquest.  She 
had,  it  15  true,  extended  her  paper  boundary  to  the 
river,  but  ol  what  avail  could  that  be  if  she  never 
enloreed  that  title?  This  appears,  as  far  as  I  am 
able  to  judge,  to  have  been  the  state  of  things  when 
the  army  was  ordered  to  advance  into  this  territory. 
The  Mexicans  were  in  possession,  and  had  actual 
jurisdiction,  with  custom  houses  at  Santiago  and 
Santa  Fe.  Upon  this  territory  the  army  encamped. 
It  dispossessed  the  Mexicans;  it  went  there  for  that 
purpose,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  from  the  facts 
disclosed.  Now,  sir,  if  it  did  this,  if  it  look  posses- 
sion of  Santiago,  and  blockaded  tlie  mouth  of  the 
river,  while  it  lay  encamped  before  Matamoros,  who 
IS  the  aggressor?  Who,  in  such  a  slate  of  facts,  took 
possession  by  force?  Who  provoked  violence  by  acts 
of  violence? 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  and  justly  too,  that  we  should 
be  slow  in  giving  provocation  to  Mexico,  or  in  in- 
flicting chaslisemenl  upon  her,  as  Iherc  are  causes 
of  irritation  beliveen  us  arising  from  circumstances, 
which  1  have  no  time  to  enumerate,  which  demand 
forbearance.  She  is  weak  and  we  are  strong.  She 
is  a  sister  republic,  and  believes  that  we  have  been 
instrumental  in  inllieting  upon  her  great  wrongs. — 
Under  such  circumslances,  1  could  wish  lo  avoid 
any  new  cause  of  lesenluient  or  irritation.  She  is 
entitled  to  our  forbearance,  and  I  would  refrain  as 
tar  as  possible  from  widening  the  breach  between  us. 
If  it  turns  out,  as  1  believe  it  will,  that  Texas 
never  had   possess! 


struoled  his  minister  to  settle  and  adjust  it.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  am  not  willing  to  declare  to 
the  world  that  war  exists  by  the  act  of  Mexico. — 
These  difiieulties  mignt  be  removed,  but  1  cannot 
sanction  such  a  declaration  until  they  are.  It  is  the 
pleasure  of  a  majority  to  unite  this  declaration  with 
the  provision  for  supplies,  and,  as  I  cannot  vote  for 
the  one  without  voting  for  the  other,  I  must  oppose 
both. 

Mr.  AiUn  here  said  he  would  not  protract  the 
discussion.  There  were  certain  great  facts  in  this 
case  which  no  arguments  could  set  aside.  Our  friend- 
ly relations  wilii  Mexico  had  been  interrupted  by 
her  own  acts.  She  had  recalled  her  minister — lite- 
rally expelled  ours — and  had  invaded  our  soil  with 
her  armies.  These  facts  nothing  could  set  aside,  and 
the  way  of  duty  was  as  clear  as  noonday. 

The  president  then  proceeded  to  put  the  question 
on  Mr.  /.  M.  CUujIon's  motion  to  strike  out,  when 

Mr.  Jo/mson,  of  Louisiana,  staled  that  he  would 
vote  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  strike  out,  for  the 
purpose  of  inserting  the  amendment  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittenden], 
wishing  it  distinctly  understood  that  he  did  not  in- 
tend at  the  present  time  to  express  any  ooinion  upon 
the  propriety  of  marching  United  Stales  troops  upon 
the  territory  in  dispute  between  this  country  and 
Mexico. 

Mr.  Brecse,  desired  lo  know  whether  the  yeas  and 
nays  had  been  ordered  upon  the  motion  under  dis- 
cussion; the  motion  originally  was  to  strike  out  and 
insert,  upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered; 
subsequently  the  motion  was  modified,  and  is  now 
simply  to  strike  out;  he  desired  lo  know  whether  the 
yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered  upon  this  modifica- 
tion. 

The  president  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
The  question  was  then   taken   and  resulted  as  fol- 
low«: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Cal- 
houn, Thomas  Clayton,  J.  .\1.  Clayton,  Corwin,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Dayton,  Evans,  Huntington,  Johnson, 
of  Md.,  Johnson,  of  La.,  McDuffie,  Mangum,  More- 
head,   Simmons,  Upham,   Woodbridge — 20. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Ather- 
ton,  Bagby,  Benton,  Breese,  Bright,  Cameron,  Cass, 
Colquitt,  Dix,  Houston,  Jarnagin,  Jenness,  Lewis, 
Niles,  Pennybacker,  Rusk,  Semple,  Sevier,  Speight, 
Sturgeon,  Turney,  Yulee— 25. 

So  the  motion  lo  strike  out  was  iio(,agreed  lo. 
Mr.  Crittenden  expressed  a  desire  that  the  ground 
taken  upon  this  subject  by  the  minority  should  be 
recoiiled  upon  the  journal,  and  for  this  purpose  he 
moved  to  strike  out  from  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
the  words,  *'to  prosecute  said  war  lo  a  speedy  and 
successful  termination,"  and  insert  "for  the  purpose 
of  repelling  the  invasion,  the  president  is  hereby," 
Sic. 

The  president  was  of  opinion  that  this  renewal 
of  a  motion  lo  strike  out  a  sentence  which  the  senate 
had  already  re/iiseii  to  strike  out  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Crittenden  explained,  and  contended  that  the 
motion  to  strike  out  and  insert  was  in  order. 

After  a  short  discussion  upon  the  point  of  order 
between  senators  Calhoun,  Mangum,  and  Berrien, 
the  objection  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Crittenden  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

YKAS. — Messrs.  Archer,  Berrien,  Calhoun,  Thos. 
Clayton,  John  M.Clayton,  Corrt'in,CriUenden,  Davis, 
Dayton,  Evans,  Huntington,  Johnson,  of  Maryland, 
Johnson,  of  Lou.,  McDuQie,  Mangum,  Morchead, 
Simmons,  Upham,  Woodbridge — 20. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Ather- 
ton,  Bagby,  Benton,  Breese,  Bright,  Cameron,  Cass, 
Colquill,  Dix,  Houston,  Jarnagin,  Jenness,  Lewis, 
Niles,  Pennybacker,  Rusk,  Semple,  Sevier,  Speight, 
Sturgeon,  Turney,  Weslcott,  Yulee — 26. 
So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 
The  several  sections  of  this  bill  having  been  gone 
through  with,  and  Ihe  question  being  on  the  pream- 
ble, in  Ihe  following  words: 

"Whereas,  by  the  act  of  the  republic  of  Mexico, 
a  state  of  war  exists  between  that  government  and 
the  United  Slates:  Therefore" — 

Mr.  Huntington  moved  that  it  be  stricken  out. 
Mr.  H.  said   he  should  not,  at   this   late  hour,  at- 


tempt lo  detain  Ihe  senate  by  any  lengthened  re- 
Ihe  Rio  del  Norte,  while  j  marks  on  the  general  subject  of  our  relations  with 
had  and  maintained  posses-  |  Mexico,  but  he  fell  that  he  ought  to  state,  in   a  sen- 

asons  why  he  wished  this  part  of 


Mexico  has   al  all  time 

sioii,  and  Ihat  Ihe  army  entered  lo  dispossess  her — if  I  tence  or  two.  the 

this  shall  prove    lo  be  so,  and  that   Mexico  only  re-    the  bill  erased. 

sisled  this  intiusion,  can    it  be   said  with  any   truth        1.  The   preamble  assumed   that   as  a  fact  which 

that  she  is  the  aggressor,  and  that  war  exists  by  her    had  not  been  proved,  lie  was  called  on,  by  voting  for 

act?     If,  sir,  in  our  haste  to  enlarge  our  territory,  we    iliis  part  of  the  bill,  lo  say  thai  war  exisleU  between 

have  causea  the  culliaiuu,  let  the  responsibility  rest    Mexico  and  the  United  States.     He  had  no  evidence 

where  il  belongs.    The  president  himself  admits  Ihat  {  thai  iuuh  vvas  the  fact,  and   how  cuuld  he  eay  thai  it 

a  duublful  boundary  exinted  in  lliu  quarter,  auU  in- 1  wat? 
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2.  Suppose  it  should  turn  out  not  to  be  the  fact,  he 
rayed  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  results  that  would 
illow  from  such  a  declaraiion.  It  would  alter  all 
le  relations  of  property,  it  would  give  rights  to 
Iher  parties  which  they  could  not  otherwise  pos- 
!8s,  and  put  at  the  mercy  of  INlexico  the  commerce 
four  citii^ens. 

3.  It  assumed  as  a  fact  that  the  whole  cause  of 
ar  had  proceeded  from  the  acts  of  Mexico  alone, 
efore  Mr.  H.  could  say  this,  he  wanted  to  examine 
le  documents  to  sec  how  the  facts  really  stood. — 
le  wanted  to  see  whether  these  acts  of  hostility 
ere  the  acts  of  military  snballcrns  alone,  or  were 
n  truth  acts  ordered  by  the  Mexican  gOTcrnment. 

4.  Because  it  asserted,  or  implied,  that  the  course 
r  the  administration  had  been  such  as  the  senate 
)uld  not  sanction;  that  we  had  a  right  to  go  with 
jr  army  to  the  Rio  del  Norte  and  erect  our  batte- 
es  in  front  of  Matamoros,  thus  threatening  the  safety 
r  that  town.  (Mr.  H.  had  thought  that,  by  the  de- 
irmination  of  the  senate  yesterday,  it  had  been 
;rced  that  Ihi;  ;v3iiit  was  for  the  present  to  be  re- 1 
rved.)  I 

5.  He  considered  this  preamble  unnecessary  for  [ 
le  object  of  the  bill.  He  had  hoped  that  the  bill 
ould  have  been  so  framed  as  to  encounter  no  objec- 1 
on  in  any  quarter.  We  might  secure  all  the  re-  j 
lisite  power  to  repel  invasion  and  punish  the  in- 
iders  without  any  such  declaration.  If  the  pre-  ] 
nble  should  bo  stricken  entirely  from  the  bill,  the  bill 
[self  might  be  so  modified  as  to  enable  the  govern- 
ient  to  resist  invasion  etlectually,  and  in  a  manner 
jjnorablc  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Revcrdy  Jolmson  said  that,  from  the  first  mo- 
ent  he  had  heard  that  the  American  army  was  in 
inger,  and  that  the  honor  of  the  nation  required  its 
Idief,  he  had  resolved  in  his  own  heart  that  nothing 
|!  could  do  should  be  wanting  to  secure  the  one  and 
vindicate  the  other;  and  if  for  that  purpose  it  was 
bemed  necessary  to  place  the  whole  physical  and  ] 
[icuniary  power  of  the  government  at  the  disposal  j 
i'the  executive,  he  was  prepared  to  do  it.  In  voting 
oon  the  several  amendments  which  had  been  pre- 
iired  upon  his  own  side  of  the  senate,  he  had  been  | 
iituated  by  the  single  purpose  of  procuring,  if  such 
ithing  were  possible,  a  unanimous  vole  of  the  senate. 
ihat  most  desirable  end  seemed  to  be  now  impossi- 
le. 

In  relation  to  one  of  the  amendments  which  had 
iten  proposed,  his  own  personal  wishes  would  have 
lien  giatitied  could  it  have  been  adopted,  so  that  he 
tight  have  been  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  as- 
rtiiig  that  a  state  of  war  now  existed  betwean  the 
nited  States  and  Mexico.  But  in  this  he  had  been 
jappointed,  and  he  found  himself  obliged  to  act 
JOD  such  information  as  was  now  in  his  possession; 
id,  forming  li  is  judgment  from  that  alone,  he  must 
tilieve  that  a  stale  of  war  did  now  exist;  not,  to  be 
,Te,  in  the  constitutional  sense,  because  the  consti- 
tion  conferred  upon  congress  the  exclusive  power 
.'declare  war;  but  in  a  sense  equally  important. — 
be  territory  of  the  United  Slates  has  been  invaded, 
nd  why  did  he  say  this?  He  had  not  been  here  at 
le  lime  Texas  had  been  received  into  the  union; 
it  il  was  frank  in  him  to  say,  however  his  opinions 
ighl  be  now,  since  tie  hud  seen  how  Texas  was  re- 
esented  here,  he  should  at  Ihat  time  have  voted 
;aiost  her  admission. 

But  Texas  was  now  received;  she  constituted  one 
the  stales  of  litis  confederacy.  And  how  had  she 
!en  received?  What  had  been  her  condition  then, 
id  what  was  it  now.'  She  had  claimed  the  Rio  del 
orte  as  her  boundary  line  ever  since  1836.  She 
id  announced  thai  river  to  the  world  as  one  of  her 
jundaries.  What  else  had  she  dune.'  In  pursuance 
r  the  oiler  of  the  Uniled  Slates  she  bad  adopted  a 
jDslitulioit;  and  m  that  instrument  she  asserted  the 
ime  limits  to  her  jurisdiction.  In  view  of  that  in- 
rument,  the  portion  of  country  now  occupied  by 
ir  troops  constituted  by  law  one  of  our  congressional 
istricts.  By  receiving  her  we  had  made  that  dis- 
ict  as  much  our  charge  as  any  other  portion  of  the 
oiled  Slates — whether  by  .Mr.  J's  consent  or  not, 
at  immaterial  to  him.  Texas  was  in  the  union, 
id  her  rights  and  interests,  as  one  of  the  states 
ere  now  as  dear  in  the  view  of  every  true  Amer 
in  as  those  of  any  of  the  other  states.  We  were 
Jund  by  our  plighted  faith  to  maintain  her  territory 
)  it  was.  \Ve  had  received  her  with  boundaries 
lecifically  defined;  and,  certainly,  the  national  faith 
as  pledged  to  maintain  those  boundaries  as  we  had 
^cognised  them,  and  to  defend  her  territory  in  its 
itire  extent. 

Mr.  J.  was  unwilling  to  vote  for  the  amendment 
f  his  friend  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Huntington.) 
hat  gentleman  was  unwilling  to  adopt  the  pream- 
le  ol  this  bill,  because  it  asserted  that  war  existed 
ut  what  was  the  cause  of  Ihe  war?  It  charged  it 
itogelher  upon  the  act  of  Mexico.  But  what  would 
:  the  ellect  of  sinking  out  this  part  of  tha  bill?    It 


was  virtually  to  say  that  the  war  was  owing  to  some 
other  cause;  and  what  was  thai?  It  could  be  nothing 
else  than  some  wrong  done  by  the  Uniled  States. — 
Now  .Mr.  J.  was  unwilling  to  adopt  an  amendment 
implying  the  dishonor  of  his  own  country.  He  never 
would  consent  by  n  vote  of  his  to  declare  to  the  world 
that  in  this  war  the  United  States  had  been  the  ag- 
gressor. He  would  not  have  voted  to  declare  war; 
but  if  war  was  necessary  and  could  not  be  avoided, 
he  was  not  going  to  begin  it  by  telling  tho  world  Ihat 
it  had  been  induced  by  the  fault  of  the  U.  Slates  go- 1 
vernment.  I 

He  was  not  called  upon  to  vote  that  the  crossing  i 
of  the  Rio  del  Norte  was  an  act  of  war,  or  that  it  j 
was  done  by  order  of  the  goveritiiient  of  Mexico. — 
He  had  no  positive  proof  that  it  was;  but  he  could  j 
not  but  believe,  with  the  honorable  senator  from 
Michigan,  (Mr.  Cass),  that  the  presumption  was 
strong,  nay,  violent,  Ihat  i'.  had  been  ordered  by  that 
government.  He  was  asked  to  vote  simjily  that  a 
state  of  war  did  exist,  and  the  nmendinent  moved  by 
his  friend  from  Connecticut  asked  him  to  say  that  it 
existed  by  some  wrong  on  our  part.  This  he  would 
not  do.  If  he  was  right  in  holding  the  Rio  del  Norte 
to  be  the  western  boundary  of  Texas,  then  we  had  a 
right  to  march  our  army  to  that  river.  Whether  it 
was  expedient  to  do  so  was  another  question.  We 
were  bound,if  we  believed  that  the  safety  of  Texas  re- 
quired it,  to  take  that  step.  He  confessi_'d  that,  had 
the  responsibility  been  his,  he  should  have  acted 
otherwise;  but  the  act  was  done;  the  advance  had 
been  made;  our  army  was  in  a  state  of  danger;  I 
gen.  Taylor  was  surrounded  by  three  times  his  own  ' 
number;  his  supplies  were  cut  oil;  and  ere  this  it  was 
possible  that  the  whole  command  had  fallen  victims  j 
to  their  o\vn  reckless  bravery  and  want  of  caution, 
could  he  say  that  war  did  not  exist?  Certainly  it  did; 
and  it  existed  by  the  act  of  Mexico,  if  the  advance 
of  gen.  Arista  had  been  made  by  order  of  the  Mexi- 
can govenimeitt.  He  could  not  consent  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  thereby  to  say  that  if  war  existed,  it  ex- 
isted by  our  own  fault,  and  not  by  the  aggression  of 
Mexico. 

Mr.  Monhead  said  that  the  senator  from  Mary- 
land must  be  mistaken  on  the  question  of  boundary. 
The  subject  of  boundary  was  expressly  referred  to 
in  the  discussion  on  the  annexation  of  Texas,  was 
referred  to  in  the  annexation  resolution  itself.  The 
second  section  of  that  resolution  says: 

See.  12.  JJnd  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  forego- 
ing consent  of  congress  is  given  upon  the  following 
conditions,  and  with  the  following  guaranties,  to 
wit:  First.  Said  slate  to  be  formed,  subject  to  the 
adjustment  of  this  government  on  all  questions  of 
boundary  that  may  arise  with  other  governments. 

The  question  which  we  are  now  called  upon  to  de- 
termine, he  understood  to  be,  was  whether  the  war 
declared  to  exist  has  been  caused  by  Mexico.  Whe- 
ther It  is  waged  by  the  authority  of  Mexico  may  de- 
pend on  circumstances.  We  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  investigate  the  subject.  The  question  may 
herealler  present  itself  in  a  different  light  from  that 
in  which  we  now  see  it;  and  yet  under  these  circum 
stances,  we  are  called  upon  to  declare  that  this  is  a 
war  authorised  by  Mexico. 

Mr.  Huntington  thought  his  friend  from  Maryland 
was  laboring  under  a  mistaken  idea  with  respect  to 
the  purport  of  his  amendinent.  If  we  erase  the  pro- 
amble  we  do  not  thereby  deny  that  war  exists;  nor  do 
we  assert  that  Mexico  has  not  authorized  these  hos- 
tile acts.  We  only  declare,  by  striking  out  the  pre- 
amblu,  that  we  wish  to  investigate;  that  we  do  not 
know;  that  we  have  not  evidence  whether  war  does 
exist  authorised  by  Mexico. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Maryland  said  that  Mexico  claims 
the  whole  of  Texas.  We  cannot  go  to  ftlexico, 
therefore,  lo  ask  about  our  boundaries.  She  denies 
the  existence  of  such  a  stale  as  I  exas.  We  go  to 
Texas  to  inquire  about  the  boundary. 

Mr.  Berrien  said  that  in  the  debates  on  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas  the  qucstionjof  true  boundary  was  one 
of  much  doubt  and  difficulty.  It  was  difficult  to  un- 
derstand whether  the  Nueces  or  the  Rio  Grande  was 
the  boundary  between  Texas  and  Mexico,  and  the 
section  referred  to  was  added  by  the  senate  for  this 
very  reason.  It  was  to  settle  this  disputed  boundary 
that  ihe  amendment  referred  to  was  made. 

Mr.  .ircher  said  the  bill  to  be  reported  by  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations  would  probably  con- 
tain the  same  preamble.  Why  then  refuse  lo  strike 
out  the  preamble  from  this  bill,  thereby  securing  a 
full  vole?  This  would  not  prevent  the  aaopiion  of 
the  same  preamble  in  another  bill,  which  would 
amount  to  the  same  thing.  This  preamble  properly 
belongs  to  a  bill  to  be  reported  from  the  committee 
on  foreign  relations  declaring  war. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  laken  on  Mr.  Hun- 
tington's motion  to  strike  out  the  preamble. 

Decided  in  the  negative,  ayes  [ti  nays  2tJ — (see  the 
yeas  and  nays,  page  101.) 


No  other  amendment  being  proposed  the  bill  waa 
then  reported  to  the  senate,  the  amendments  agreed 
tu,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  The  third 
reading  being  called  for,  no  objection  was  made,  and 
the  question  was  put— "Shall  this  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Crittenden  hoped  that  the  quesiioii  might  be 
so  put  as  to  divide  the  preamble  from  the  bill.  The 
question  might  first  be  taken  on  the  passage  of  tho 
bill  without  the  preamble,  and  Ihe  preamble  could 
be  voted  for  separately.  This  would  secure  a  large 
vote  for  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

iMr.  Sevier.  The  preamble  is  only  the  title  of  tho 
bill. 

J'hc  president  said;  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  chair 
that  the  preamble  is  a  part  of  the  bill,  and  Ihat  il 
cannot  be  divided. 

Mr.  Crittenden  said;  Now  I  want  to  vote  fur  the 
bill,  and  trust  that,  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  se- 
nate the  question  may  be  taken  ou  tne  bill  and  on  tho 
preamble  separately. 

iMr.  Calhoun  would  not  vote  for  it,  with  or  with- 
out the  preamble.  It  is  a  solemn  declaration  of  war 
to  Mexico  and  to  the  world.  This  was  taking  a  step 
of  which  he  could  not  approve.  When  his  name 
should  be  called,  therefore,  he  would  remain  silent. 

Mr.  Upham  wished  to  vole  for  the  bill, but  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  preamble.  He  had  not  information 
lo  enable  him  to  vote  for  the  preamble,  and  he  could 
not  vole  what  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  Uayton  made  a  similar  statement. 

Mr.  Cnllendeit  said  the  question  might  be  put, 
"Shall  Ihe  hill  pass?"  Make  that  the  question  willi- 
oul  the  preamble,  ai:d  he  was  willing  and  anxious  to 
vole  lor  It.     Me  would  not  vole  for  the  preamble. 

iMr.  Breese  said  that  if  tho  question  could  not  bo 
divided  unless  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  senate, 
he  would  object. 

Mr.  Manguin  asked  the  president  whether  he  and 
other  senatorn  could  vote  for  the  bill  with  a  protest 
against  the  preamble,  and  whether  that  protest  would 
be  put  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Speight  said  there  was  a  precedent  lor  enter- 
ing a  protest  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Crittenden  appealed  to  the  senator  from  Il- 
linois, (Mr.  Breese),  to  withdraw  hisobjeeliuii.  Alter 
a  pause,  .Mr.  C.  asked,  does  the  senator  yield  his  ob- 
jection? 

Mr.  Breese  said  it  might  endanger  the  passage  of 
the  bill  if  it  should  pass  first  without  the   preaniolo. 

Mr.  Crittenden  pledged  himself  that  he  would 
move  to  reconsider,  if  there  was  any  danger  like 
that  which  the  senator  from  Illinois  apprehended. 

Mr.  Breese  then  withdrew  his  objection. 

The  president  then  staled  that,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  senate,  the  question  would  be,  shall  the 
bill  puss  wiihout  the  preamble? 

Mr.  Bagby  could  not  consent  to  have  the  question 
put  in  this  way.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  with- 
out the  preamble. 

Mr.  Crittenden  suggested  to  the  chair  that  the 
question  might  be  put  somewhat  dilferently  from  the 
form  in  w  hich  it  had  been  slated. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Clayton  saw  no  difficulty  in  voting  for 
the  bill  itself,  first,  without  the  preamble,  and  then 
for  the  preamble. 

Mr.  Bagby   said,   if   it   was   put  in   this  form,  he 
would  have  to  vote  against  the  bill,  while  he  wished 
'  to  vole  tor  it. 

j  Mr.  J.  ISl.  Clayton  thought  that  the  senator  from 
Alabama  might  vole  for  the  bill  witnout  the  pream- 
ble, and  vole  for  the  preamble  afterwards. 

Mr.  R.  Johnson  said  that  the  senator  from  Alaba- 
ma could  have  no  more  difficulty  in  voting  for  the 
bill  and  the  preamble  separately,  than  he  could  hare 
for  voting  for  dillerenl  sections  of  the  bill  separately. 

Mr.  Mangum  had  made  up  his  mind  to  vote  for 
the  bill,  hut  he  entered  his  most  solemn  protest 
against  the  hasty  declaration  of  the  preamble,  about 
the  existence  of  war,  and  he  would  ask  the  senate 
that  that  protest  might  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Dayton  said  lie  likewise,  with  the  utmost  bre- 
vity, desired  to  protest  against  the  assumption  of  the 
fact  that  war,  in  the  sense  known  to  our  constitu- 
tion, existed,  and  that  it  existed  by  lite  act  of  Mexico. 
He  had  no  knowledge  of  either  of  these  facts,  and 
had  no  means  of  altamiog  such  knowledge;  but,  if 
pressed  to  vole,  he  would  go  fur  supplies  in  this 
emergency  necessary  to  save  the  army  and  the  ho- 
nor ol  ihe  country.  That  if  the  protest  of  any  one 
senator  should  be  entered  on  the  journal,  he  trusted 
titat  the  same  privilege  would  be  extended  to  all 
others  similarly  situated.  [Several  senators:  Cer- 
tainly."] 

Mr.  J.  M   Clayton  made  a  similar  protest. 

The  question,  "Shall  Ihe  bill  pass?"  was  then  put 
and  resulted  ayes  40,  nays  2.  [Sec  names  on  page 
161.] 

When  »Mr.  Crittenden's  name  was  called,  he  vot- 
ed "aye,  except  the  preamble."  So  also  did  Mr.  Up- 
ham.  The  bill  was  IheD  read  by  lii  title  and  passed. 
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National  Fina.vcks.  War  has  commenced.— 
Ten  millions  of  dollars  have  been  promptly  voted  to- 
wards commencing  operations.  One  and  a  half 
milllions  have  been  voted  to  pay  expenses  already  in- 
curred, and  which  the  annual  appropriations  of  last 
year  fell  short  of  defraying.  Two  millions  in  ad  li- 
lion  to  the  treasurer's  estimates,  to  feed  and  clothe 
the  7  or  8000  men,  voted  last  week  as  additional  to 
the  regular  army.  Their  bounty  and  pay  have  been 
f'rovided  for  in  the  annual  appropriation  bill  passed 
last  week.  Munitions  and  transportation  will  accu- 
mulate military  expenditures  rapidly.  The  naval 
expenses  will  also  be  largely  increased.  Additional 
ships  are  to  be  put  in  c  immission.  Crews  are  to  be 
enlisted,  stores  to  be  provided.  Transports  are  to 
be  in  service. 

A  bill  has  passed  the  house  of  representatives, 
giving  the  president  power  to  call  into  service  any 
number  of  seamen  beyond  the  7,500  at  present  limit- 
ed by  law,  and  the  naval  committee  of  the  senate 
have  reported  a  bill  authorizing;  the  president  to  have 
any  number  of  war  steamers,  not  exceeding  ten,  of 
such  construction  as  he  may  deem  proper,  built. — 
These  are  exclusive  of  the  Atlantic  mail  steamers' 
already  authorized.  Together  they  will  require  a 
large  approprialinn. 

The  ^'itionat  InleUigencer,  noticing  an  article  in  a 
New  York  paper  which  intimates  that  "it  may  be 
necessary  for  congress  to  authorize  a  loan,  to  meet 
these  extras,"  says — "Donblless  congiess  tctii  find 
itself  under  the  nece»sity,  before  adjourning,  of  pro- 
viding money,  in  addition  to  the  current  revenue,  to 
defray  the  expenditure  which  will  attend  the  now 
inevitable  operations  of  the  government  The  re- 
duction of  the  tarifl'  of  duties  on  imports,  had  it  been 
carried  into  effect,  would  equally  have  induced  the 
necessity,  now  or  not  long  hereafter,  of  supplying 
revenue  from  some  other  source.  But  the  late  act 
of  congress — and,  indeed,  independently  of  the  move- 
ment of  congress,  the  preceding  action  of  the  execu- 
tive— requiring  an  expenditure  probably  far  to  ex- 
ceed the  surplus  in  the  treasury,  may  be  considered 
as  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  treasury  scheme 
for  a  general  reduction  of  the  tariff.  We  take  it  for 
granted,  however,  that,  for  any  immediate  purpose, 
the  administration  will  first  resort  to  the  expedient 
of  an  issue  of  treasury  notes;  the  necessity  for  re- 
sorting to  -rt-hich  will,  in  connexion  with  the  exist- 
ence of  a  foreign  war  requiring  the  transportation  to 
greal  distances  of  large  sums  of  money,  render  the 
sub-treasury  scheme  wholly  impracticable,  and  pro- 
bably cause  that,  as  well  as  the  anti-Lariff  project,  to 
be  deferred.  Should  the  war  unhappily  bo  pro- 
longed, however,  loans  must  be  necessarily  recurred 
to,  and  will  constitute  the  chief  source  of  revenue 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  war.  Whenever 
loans  are  to  be  authorized,  in  any  considerable  amount, 
congress  will  find  itself  obliged  to  lay  direct  taxes 
and  excises,  and  pledge  the  proceeds  of  liiem  to  pay 
the  mteiest  and  provide  a  sinking  fund  fur  llieir  re- 
demption. We  do  not  suppose,  therefore,  that  any 
loan,  in  the  shape  of  an  issue  of  government  stuck, 
will  be  resorted  to  at  the  present  session  of  con- 
gress." 

JlJfew  York  paper  says— "Vfe  differ  entirely  from 
the  president's  organ  in  Washington,  in  believing 
that  the  tariff  should  be  modified  or  altered  during 
the  existence  of  the  war  with  Mexico.  This  opinion 
prevails  among  political  men  of  all  parties — among 
those  who  were  in  favor  of  such  an  alteration,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session  of  congress,  as  well  as 
among  those  who  were  opposed  to  it.  It  is  true,  the 
present  tariff  may  be  modified  in  some  slight  degree, 
as  on  the  principlts  ol  equity,  so  as  to  increase  llie 
revenue  consistent  with  the  disbursements;  but  we 
do  not  believe  that  in  the  state  of  our  foreign  re- 
lations any  other  modification  will  be  attempted. — 
There  arc  twelve  millions  in  the  treasury  surplus — 
ton  millions  of  this  sum  is  already  appropriated  by 
congress,  to  begin  the  operations  against  the  Mexi 
cans;  but  we  are  very  much  afraid  that  this  will  be  a 
mere  bagatelle  to  what  will  be  required  before  the 
war  19  terminated.  It  is  possible  that  in  the  first 
year  of  the  war,  the  aggregate  expenses  of  the  coun- 
try may  reach  fifty  millions— thirty-five  millions  of 
this  sum  must  come  from  the  revenue,  and  the  re- 
mainder by  the  issue  of  treasury  notes.  Under  such 
D  view  of  things,  there  is  no  prospect  of  any  change 
in  the  tariff,  nor  yet  of  the  passage  of  the  suh-lrea 
aury.  All  these  matters  must  be  postponed  for  the 
present." 

A  New  Orleans  letter  of  lOtli  inst.,  published  in 
the  N.  V.  Courier,  says— "Commercial  affairs  are  in 
a  very  dislressed  condition  at  present;  and  unless  re- 
lief speedily  arrives,  a  severe  crisis  will  be  upon  us. 
The  present  heavy  and  still  heavier  prospects  of  ex- 
penditure of  the  government  at  this  place,  and  the  di- 
niculty  they  will   have  in  placing  the  iiocdful  funds 


here  from  the  north,  have  alarmed  our  banks  both 
as  to  exchange  and  a  specie  demand;  and  they  have 
either  ceased  or  greatly  curtailed  their  operations 
both  in  the  exchange  and  discount  line.  The  pur- 
chasers of  cotton  and  other  produce,  suddenly  find 
themselves  unable  to  negotiate  their  bills.  The  fac- 
tors in  vain  call  upon  them  for  their  money  which  is 
lequired  to  meet   their  own   engagements — and  the 

I  consequent  pressure  and  dullness,  is  very  great. — 
New  operations  are  almost  entirely   suspended;  and 

I  a  large  factor  told  me  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
force  a  sale  of  cotton  or  of  any   other  produce,  ex- 

I  cept  at  ruinous  sacrifice  of  15  to  20  per  cent.  Ex- 
change on  New  York  is  down  to  3  per  cent,  discount, 
and  can  only  be  got  off  in  limited  amounts,  and  only 
such  bills  as  are  really  prime  A.  1.  This  state  of 
things  cannot  continue  many  days  longer,  and  we 
shall  have  numerous  failures,  unless  the  banks  let 
out  and  come  to  the  relief  of  ihe  community.  The 
sacrifices  that  are  daily  making  are  very  severe — 
particularly  in  the  western  produce;  and  all  this 
arises  from  the  action  of  government,  and  the  want 
of  foresight  and  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  mis- 
erable weak  creature  at  the  head  of  the  treasury, 
department.  I  see  no  mode  in  which  he  can  get 
along  with  his  monied  arrangements  for  this  place, 
but  by  the  actual  shipment  of  specie  from  the  north, 
and  which  must  come  forward  in  sums  that  will  pro- 
bably make  your  New  York  banks  open  their  eyes. 
It  is  under  such  circumstances  as  these,  that  the 
government  here  are  maku.g  all  their  transactions 
on  crfJi/,  paying,  or  rather  agreeing  to  pay,  (as  in 
one  instance  that  I  know  of)  §13  per  1,000  bar- 
rels of  pork  that  could  have  been  bought  at  §10  50 
for  the  money,  and  every  thing  else  m  the  same 
ratio." 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says — "The 
accounts  from  N.  Orleans  and  Mobile  are  very  bad. 
The  produce  of  the  west  and  south  is  coming  down 
in  one  great  and  endless  avalanche,  but  the  circula- 
tion of  business  is  slopped.  The  rates  of  freight 
have  advanced  materially;  merchants  are  unwilling 
to  lake  the  hazards  of  making  shipments;  the  north- 
ern merchants,  unwilling  to  advance  on  property 
which  must  encounter  the  risks  of  the  gulf,  have 
withdrawn  their  credits;  and  so  the  produce  is  piling 
up  beyond    the  caparilies   of  all    the  warehouses. — 

'  How  can  merchanis  n'cet  their  engagements,  when 
all  their  property  is  suddenly  rendered  unavailable? 
Great  inconvenience  and  damage  must  be  the  conse- 
quence." 

Anolhcr  New  Orleans  letter,  published  in  the  Phi- 
ladelphia U.  S.  Gazette,  says — "The  government 
have  not  ,T  dollar  of  funds  here — are  buying  every 
thing  on  credit,  and  paying  enormously  through  the 
nose — the  certificates  of  the  quarter  masler,  for 
amounts  flue  for  supplies,  payable  on  demand  so  soon 
a';  funds  arrive,  are  hawking  out  at  every  shaving 
shop  at  eight  to  ten  per  cent,  discount  on  the  face. — 
I  saw  one  today  for  §T,700,  which  was  offered  for 
§1,550,  and  no  doubt  §1,500  would  have  been  ac- 
cepted. Last  week  a  heavy  purchase  of  pork  was 
made  (1.000  barrels)  -jI  13|,  when  the  same  quality 
could  have  been  bought  for  cash  at  §10^ — other 
things  in  proportion — and  this  stale  of  things  with 
§12,000,000  of  surplus  funds  in  the  treasury.  Steam 
boats  and  transports  ore  chartered  in  the  same  way 
—  6  and  §8,000  paid  to  a  steamboat  to  the  'Urassos 
St.  lago,"  a  run  of  60  or  80  hours,  and  §500  per  day 
demurage." 

Another  letter  from  New  Orleans,  dated  the  10th 
inst.  sajE — '  It  w  ill  hardly  be  credited  that  n  ilh  the 
large  fu/ce  in  Texas,  requiring  constant  and  heavy 
supplies,  and  with  the  emergency  now  existing,  the 
quarter  master's  department  is  entirely  destitute  of 
funds,  and  it  has  to  buy  supplies,  charter  steamboats, 
and  make  all  its  arrangements  on  erf (ii(,  of  course 
paying  an  exorbitant  addition  in  Ihe  price  of  every 
thing;  and  the  quarter  master's  certificates  for  money 
due,  ore  hawking  about  in  the  streets  and  at  every 
^having  shop  in  the  city,  at  heavy  discounts,  dis- 
graceful to  the  credit  of  the  government,  who  boast 
oi  having  some  It)  or  15  millions  of  surplus  funds  in 
the  treasury!!  These  certificates,  though  payable  on 
demand  so  soon  as  funds  are  recceived,  are  selling  at 
8  and  10  per  cent,  discount,  and  if  they  accumulate 
much  longer,  will  be  at  a  still  heavier  rate, 

OnEtoN  Occt'PATiON  liiLL. — The  subject  come 
up  in  the  U.  S.  senate  yesterday,  as  notified  on  our 
first  page.  Mr.  Westcolt  made  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  bill  to  December,  and  Mr.  Bknton  com- 
menced a  speech  on  the  subject  which  it  is  said  will 
occupy  the  senate  during  Monday  and  Tuesday. — 
He  is  taking  a  comprehensive  and  historical  view  of 
the  whole  Oregon  question. 

Gen.  Almonte,  late  minister  of  Mexico  to  the  U. 
States,  now  minister  of  Mxico  to  Great  Britain  and 
Kranco,  has  left  Havana  in  the  English  packet 
steamer  Tweed,  for  Liverpool. 


FOREIGN. 


The  steamer  Britannia,  reached  Boston  on  the  20lli, 
with  Liverpool  dates  to  the  4th  inat. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

On  the  Oregon  question,  we  find  nothing  changinathe 
complexion  of  our  preceding  information.  The  Briiish 
press  seems  to  have  concluded  that  the  dispute  will  be 
settled  on  the  49ih  parallel.  There  is  more  speculation 
at  present  in  the  French  than  the  English  journals  on 
the  subject. 

Tlie  Irish  Coercion  hill  parsed  its  first  reading  in  the 
commons,  by  a  majority  for  minister?,  of  149. 

The  CornbiU  has  not' been  aced  on.  The  corn  trade 
consequently  remains  in  a  vpry  unsatisfactory  state  — 
Operations  are  suspended.  Flour  t'rom  this  side  nt'  the 
Atlantic  wiis  accumnlaling  rapidlv.  Over  400,000  bbls. 
wpre  warehoused,  waiting  for  the  hoped  for  redaction 
of  duties. 

Sales  have  been  m&de  of  western  canal  (lour  at 
25s.  Gd.  to  2G5  Gd  ;  Philadelphia  24s.  to  24i.  6d.;  N. 
Orleans  23^.  6d.  to  24s.;  N.  York  sour  2as,  and  one 
or  two  parcels  of  prime  white  and  mixed  wheat  at 
73.  per  70  lbs. 

As  to  the  passnue  of  Mr.  Peel's  bill,  no  certainty,  but 
probabiliiies  are  thi:  the  measure  will  be  carried 

Wiliner  &  S  nith's  Times,  says:  "Tne  best  informed 
public  men  are  sananine  that  the  peers  will  pasi  the 
bill;  and  a  personal  friend  of  our  own,  a  popular  mem- 
ber of  the  people's  house,  writing  last  night,  says:  "The 
opinion  still  g-.iins  ground  that  Peel's  measures  will  p^ss 
'hroiish  their  remaining  singes  without  the  coun'rv  be- 
ing put  to  Ihe  agony  of  a  dissolufion.  We  hear  a  di--so- 
lutinn  .spoltcn  "f  at  the  clubs,  but  it  proceeds  from  thoaa 
vvhn:ire  inimical  to  the  free-trade  principle.  Every  r», 
vo'vina  day  convinces  me  that  the  consummation  ot'our 
triumph  is'nt  hand.  You  mav  safely  announce  this  to 
your  American  readers  as  a /uct''  The  writer  has  the 
entree  of  the  best  political  society  in  London,  and  w«- 
rely  wiih  the  greater  confidence  on  his  statement,  a=  w» 
have  been  previously  indebted  for  valuable  infor:ni""ti 
and  suggestions  from  the  same  high  and  unesce;  .i- 
ble  source." 

Provisions  and  fool  from  America,  makp  now  "  '  ry 
imposing  and  conspicuous  figure  in  the  English  ami  I,  sh 
papers  Long  lists  of  ships  and  of  their  eatable  cargoes 
are  paraded  accordingly.  We  rejoice  at  having  it  in 
our  power  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of  thousands,  ag 
well  as  in  ihe  prospect  of  obtaining  at  least  a  living  prieo 
for  our  surplus. 

Cotton  market.  Both  price  and  demand  seems  to  be: 
fairly  sustained,— we  miglit  say,  have  improved  a  sligljt 
shade.  Having  ascertained  that  our  crop  o(  last  seasm 
is  actually  short  of  the  previous  year,  speculators  aj- 
venture  tlie  market— caulioitslv  however. 

Ireland.  The  details  of  suffering  for  want— atW 
of  consequent  disease  and  distress,  from  many  of 
the  roiinties  are  truly  heart  rending.  The  ineaM 
exerted  towards  releiving  them,  though  in  many 
cases  liberal,  fall  far  short  of  sufficiency.  ThousaiflB 
are  merely  prevented  for  the  time  being  fron  actilM 
starvation.  ^ 

France  is  occupied  in  congratulating  Louis  PHt 
lippe  on  his  escape  from  the  sixth  attempt  of  8J^ 
sassination. 

India  is  said  to  be  tranquil.     The  British    forcesi 

are  in  possession  of  Lahore.    The  conquered  country) 

is  found    to  be  exceedingly  fertile.     An    annual   re' 

venue  of  two  millions  of  dollars  is  expected  from  It. 

The  SciNDE,  we  find  nothing  ofinterest  about. 

Money  Market.  London  dates  to  the  3d  insl.. 
represents  the  money  market  as  considerably  reliev- 
ed, and  hopes  are  expressed  that  as  railroad  share: 
deposits  get  out  of  chancery,  money  will   be  plentjr, 

The  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Balli 
more  markets  remoin  light.  The  banks  find  it  nei 
cessary  to  be  very  cautious,  and  turn  off  most  of  iJi^, 
applicants.  Capitalists  readily  obtain  from  one  i)ili 
two  per  cent,  for  money  on  good  business  paper.   . 

Srociis  continue  to  decline,  though  gradually.  • 

St.  Louis.  The  St.  Louis  Republican  say  thi 
value  of  articles  of  produce  received  at  that  por  t  Si 
the  week  ending  the  9th,  was  nearly  §400,000. 

RoMA.v  Catholics.  The  whole  number  of  Ro 
man  Catholics  now  in  the  capital  of  New  England  i 
estimated  at  32,000  at  least;  or  more  than  one  quartc 
part  of  the  entire  population  of  Boston. 

Armed  vessels.  All  vessels  bound  out  with  va 
luable  cargoes  have,  it  is  said,  increased  the  nuinhe 
of  men  and  carry  an  armament.  A  fast  sailing  In 
diaman  has  carried  out  several  hundred  muskets  ti 
be  distributed  among  the  return  Indiamen. 

[.V.  1'.  Ejprcis. 

Catt.  Fauno. — Some  of  the  citizens  of  New  Or 
leans  have  presented  Capt.  Farno  with  a  valtiabh 
horse,  and  a  silver  pitcher  and  plateau  "as  a  tesli 
mony  of  their  high  regard  for  the  promptness  witi 
which  he  organized  his  company  and  repaired  to  thi 
aid  of  General  Taylor  in  August  last."  [Among  Ihi 
volunteers  in  Ca|itain  C.  S  Hunt's  company  are  lh< 
names  of  Ivvo  Ballimoreans,  J.  R.  Weir,  jr,,  and  W. 
1).  Toelle.] 
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CHART  OF  THE  PRESENT  SEAT  OF  WAR. 


SEAT  OF  WAR— EXPLANATIONS. 

REFEHF.NCES    TO    THE    CHART. 

figure   1.  (in  lilack   square)— Pti/o  .^//o,  where 

was    fou  hi   UiK    bollle  of  8lh  May,  13 

mills  iKihi  Piijnt  Isabel. 

2.  do.  Ri  saca  de  la  Palma — battleground 

9lh  M;iy,  ibrec  miles  N.  of  Malamoros. 

fl.  Mjtagurda  Island  and  Aransas  Inlet. 

6.   Si.  Joseph's  Island,  south   of  which 

Kspirlu  Santo  and  Miislang   Island. 

Corpus  Christi  Inlet,  xoulh  of  Mus- 

lang  Island,  draws  four  feet   water. 

c.  McGoH  all's  bluff. 

d.  Kenney's  Ranclio.  '^• 

e.  e.  Shoals. 
/.  Mud  Island,  surrounded  by  shoals 

At  its  south  east  extremity  is  an  in- 

Ici,  whieh    lies  south  of  the  Brasses 

Island  and   between   Brasses  Island 

and  the  n,ain  delta  of  llie  Rio  Grando 

called  BoccaChica,  '(small  mouth.)' 

g.  g.  Low  Hat  grounds. 

Into  the  shoal   at   the  south    west  extremity  of 

Lagdna  Madrf, another  channel  of  the  Rio  Grande 

enters,  which  is   not  delineated  on  the  chart.     It 

starts  from  the   main  rhannel  at  a  point  (Pondo) 

between    Barila   aid    Malamoros,  and    when  Iha 

river  is   very  high  this  channel  has  some  eighteen 

inches  of  walcr.     In  common  it  is  converted  into 

an  expanded  marsh.    When  the  river  is  very  loitr 

it  is  entirely  dry. 

The  Lacuna  Madre,   or  Logo  del  Sanlamln is 

about  90  miles  in  length,  and  has  generally  about 
two  feet  depth  of  waler.  It  is  bounded  on  the  east 
by  the  Island  Padre  Vatjxn,  or  Padre  Bayin,  or  as 
generally  called,  Padre  Island.  Besides  the  Olrnos 
and  JJioor  Sal  Colorado,  other  streams  flow  ioto  it 
the  San  Fernando,  the  St.   Gertrude,  &c.  &c.  ' 

Brasses  Santiago,  is  about  5  miles  from  Point 
Isabel,  and  in  lat.  26°  16'  long.  97°  12'  west  from 
Greenwich,  or  2U°  12'  west  of  Washington  city  as 
represented  in  the  chart.  There  are  from  three  to 
six  feet  water  wilhin,  and  7j  to  8  feet  without  its 
bar.  There  is  from  three  to  six  feet  water  from 
thence  to. 

Point  Isabel,  from  which  two  routes  are  sketched 
upon  the  chart,  to  Matamoros.  By  the  southern 
road  the  distance  is  27  miles,  by  the  other  35  miles. 
The  former  puruied  by  gtniTnl  Taylor's  army,  is 
ii.lcrsected  by  one  or  two  sn-.all  streamlets  flowing 
into  the  Rio  Grande. 

Bccca  Chica,  (Ihe  narrow  mouth),  at  the  south 
end  of  Brasses  Ishnil,  hos,  approaching  it,  succes- 
si>cl_v  3,  2  and  8  feet  water.  Fromjtbis  point  three 
roads  diverge,  viz.  One  southwardly  to  Las  Ta- 
raesas, — one  soulhwestwardly  6  miles  to  Barita  and 
whence  it  passes  30  miles  more,  to  Maiaraoros,  and 
one  due  west,  a  wagon  route,  which  after  crossing 
the  2d  pa5S  lo  the  Rio  Grande  in  a  direct  line  to 
Matamoro.',  follows  the  northern  shore  of  that  river 
to  the  point  where  now  stands  the  American  en 
ticnchments. 

The  Rio  Grande,  at  its  first  pass,  or  main  outlet 
has  five  feet  water.  We  have  stated  above,  that 
!  even  at  high  water  the  second  pass  has  but  13 
inches.  The  territory  or  Delia  between  the  two 
passes,  is  sepaialcd  from  the  Island  of  Brasses,  by 
the  Bocca  Chica. 

Matamoros  is  situated  in  latitude  25^  53'  2'  and 
long.  21°  west  of  Washington. 

Letters  from  officers  of  the  army  represent 
their  march  from  Corpus  Cnristi  to  Malamoros  to 
have  been  one  of  120,  and  in  some  cases  as  high  as 
150  miles.  Whether  gen.  Taylor  pursued  what  is 
called  the  old  direct  road, — which  is  sketched  upoi 
the  map, — or  whother,  as  we  apprehend,  he  took 
another  route  which  led  him  to  Isabel  and  thence 
lo  Matamoros  thus  by  sinuosities  increasing  the 
distance,  we  are  not  confident.  The  Nueces  is 
slated  to  be  generally  about  90  miles  from  the 
Rio  Grande.     West  of  Rey^iaso,  is  Monterey. 

Referencti  lo  the  chart  of  Malamorot. 

A.  Fort.  .i 

B.  Tower. 

C.  Road  to  Monterey. 

D.  Sand  bag  battery,  gun  and  mortar. 

E.  Battery  of  eight  guns. 

G.  Battery  of  five  guns,  9  and  6  lb.  en.  JI 

H.  Road  to  Rhinoso. 
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Geography  of  the  Seat  of  War — Distance,  from 
Point  Isabel  to  Matamoros  by  land,  27  miles,  do.  by 
water  90  miles. 

From  Matamoras  to  Corpus  Christi,  by  land  100 
miles,  by  the  old  road.  An  officer  in  General  Taylor's 
army  mentions  that  the  distance  was  150  miles  by 
the  route  the  army  marched. 

From  Matamoras  to  the  city  of  iVIexJco  1000  miles; 
there  is  a  good  road,  with  eijjht  or  ten  military  posts 
along  the  route. 

From  Matamoros  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 
by  the  river,  is  variously  stated,  from  60  to  90  miles; 
in  direct  line,  about  30  miles 

From  Point  Isabel  to  New  Orleans,  by  sea  802 
mi  les 

From  Point  Isabel  to  Galveston,  by  water,  320 
miles 

From  New  Orleans  to  Vera  Cruz,  1,500  miles. 

From  Vera  Cruz  w.  n.  w.  to  the  city  of  Mexico  is 
180  miles. 

From  Yucatan  to  the  city  of  Mexico  900  miles. 

From  Brasses  St.  Jago  to  Point  Isabel  at  its  w.  n.  w. 
5  miles. 

From  Metamoros  eastward  to  the  village  of  La 
Barita,  30  miles  by  land. 

From  La  Barita,  N.  Eastward  to  Brasses  8  or 
1 0  miles. 

Santa  Fe  is  n.  n.  w.  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  above  Metamoros,  and  its  distance  from 

Mexico  is  about  1131  miles,  n.  n.  w and  from    St. 

Louis  is  about  830  miles,  and  from  New  Orleans 
1020  miles  n.  w.,  population  about  4  or  5000. 


The  Rio  Grmulc,  Rio  del  M»-le  or  Rio  Bravo,  different 
names  by  which  the  same  river  is  known,  rises  in  the 
Southern  slope  of  the  Roclcy  Mountains,  near  the 
head  waters  of  the  Arkansas  river,  pursues  a  course 
nearly  due  South  for  a  distance  of  2000  miles,  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  Its  course  is  in  good  part  through 
a  thinly  peopled  desert,  in  some  places  mountainous, 
in  others  composed  of  wide,  sterile  plains.  Valuable 
mines  of  gold  and  silver  exist  in  the  province  of  Santa 
Fe,  some  1,500  miles  from  its  mouth.  The  River 
is  generally  rapid  and  rocky,  rendering  navigation  I  designated  for  them, 
dangerous  if  not  impossible. 

Twenty  years  ago  attempts  were  made,  and  several 
times  since,  with  steam  boats  to  navigate  it,  but 
Matamoros,  some  60  miles  from  its  mouth,  by  the 
winding  of  the  river,  or  30  or  40  miles  In  direct  line 

from  the  coast,  is  the  usual  head  of  navigation and 

even  that  distance,  boats  of  very  light  draft  only  can 
be  used. 


:  The  City  of  Mexico,  has  a  population  of  180,000.— 
Temptations  similar  to  those  with  which  Cortes  in- 
spired his  Spanish  followers  three  hundred  years  ago 
to  follow  him  to  the  "Halls  of  the  Montezuma"  are 
now  loudly  tnimpeted  for  the  purpose  of  inciting 
volunteers  to  undertake  another  subjugation  of  the 
devoted  people  that  populate  that  lovely  region. 

Says  a  New  York  paper  "High  mountains  rise  in 
the  distance  on  all  sides  of  the  city,  but  the  location, 
although  under  the  Tropic  of  Cancer,  is  remarkable 
for  its  salubrity,  and  in  summer  the  extreme  heat  is 
less  severe  than  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia.  The 
city  is  approached  by  excellent  roads  which  branch 
out  in  every  direction,  and  on  which  are  transported 
the  ores  and  bullion  from  some  hundred  of  the  richest 
mines  in  the  world.  The  magnificence  of  the  prin- 
cipal edifices — some  being  furnished  with  gold  and 
silver  ornaments  valued  at  many  millions,  and  con- 
taining rich  treasures  hid  away  by  the  avaricious 

has  excited  the  admiration  of  all  travellers.  Yet, 
with  all  her  riches,  Mexico  is  poor.  Her  people  are 
kept  in  ignorance  by  the  tyranny  of  a  few,  and  their 
wealth  is  carried  off  to  other  lands,  to  swell  the  gains 
of  trade  and  commerce,  which  they  are  not  permitted 
to  enjoy.  The  poor  Mexican  crawls  listlessly  over 
neglected  silver  mines,  lost  in  the  contemplation  of 
his  own  abject  condition.  The  iron  hand  of  despotism 
is  upon  him!" 


HeMhon  the  Rio  Grundt — The  best  df/ence  of  Mexico. 
The  Washington  correspondence  of  the  Journal  of 
Commerce  says,  that  when  Almonte  was  here  as 
Minister  from  Mexico  it  was  remarked  to  him  that  in 
case  of  a  war  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
the  Mexicans  would  have  nothing  to  oppose  to  the 
overwhelming  power  and  force  of  the  United  States. 
General  Almonte  replied — "It  is  a  mistake,  we  have 
the  "vmnito"  alias,  Yellow  Fever. 


This  potent  arm  will,  no  doubt,  be  relied  on  by 
Mexico,  in  the  movements  now  going  on.  If  our 
troops  shall  be  kept  on  the  Rio  Grande  through  the 
summer,  they  may  fall  into  the  snai'e  which  Almonte 


From  the  Jfew  Orleans  Picayune,  May  17. 

The  Road  to  Mexico.  A  friend  has  furnished  us 
from  his  route  book  with  the  dislance  from  %San  An- 
tonio, Texas,  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  including  all  the 
intermediate  halting  places.  Just  at  tliis  moment  it 
possesses  very  considerable  niterest,  for  we  continu- 
ally have  questions  put  to  us  as  to  the  distance  from 
point  to  point  in  Texas  and  Mexico.  They  are  giv- 
en from  the  journal  of  an  actual  Iravcilcr,  and  the 
recruits  who  have  not  yet  left  here  may  iinprove  the 
opportunity  of  the  passage  to  lirazos  Santiago  to 
study  the  road  which  they  may  have  to  traverse: 

Distance  from  San  Jlntonio  to  the  following  places. 

Miles.  I  Miles. 

Hacienda  San  Juan 


Rio  Grande  at  the 

Presidio  5 

San  Juan  de  Nava 
Sao  Fernando 
San  Juan  de  Mata 
Rosita 

River  Sabinas 
Ilucicuda  of  Alamas 
"  Encinca 
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de  Vanegas 

22  I  Village  of  Cadral 
li»     Town  of  Mataguala 
J5  I  Ilac,  Represadara 

23  j     "      Laguna  Seca 
35     Village  of  Be.nado 
au  I  Hacienda  Bocas 
20  "        Pcnasco 

Herm'nes  15  ]  City  San  Luis  Potosi 
Ajunla3    23 


Town  of  Monclava      17 


Csfcitano 

RaYiche  of  Bajan 
'I'anU  of  San  Felipe 
lisciundu  Anelo 
"         McSflia 
Village  Capellanillo 
Saltillo 


Hacienda  Pila  15 

Town  ol  Jerul  30 

Hacienda  Cuho  20 

Town  of  Dolores  30 

"      S  Miguel  Gr'de  30 
Hacienda  Santa  Rosa  34 
13 


Hi  I  City  of  queretero 

y5 

10 


Hacienda  Agua  Nueva  15 
"        Incaruacion  35 


Hacienda  Colorado 
Town  San  Juan  del 

Rio 
Ilac.  Arioya  Saco 


San3alvadV30  I  Village  of  Tula 
Salado  22  |  City  of  Mexico 


Rancho  lui  Ancinas  G07 


The  Washington  Union,  on  tlie  contrary,  says: 

"Vf<3  are  informed  by  an  intelligent  physician,  who 
was  a  native  of  this  city,  but  who  resided  for  several 
years  to  the  west  of  the  Rio  Grande,  who  married  a 
Mexican  lady,  who  was  an  United  States  consul,  prac- 
tised physic  several  years  in  the  vicinity  of  Matamo- 
ras, and  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the  climate,  as 
well  as  the  habits  of  the  Mexicans,  that  although  at  a 
certain  season  of  the  year  it  is  unhealthy  at  Matamor- 
as and  on  the  immediate  borders  of  the  river,  yet  that 
several  miles  from  it,  the  ague  and  fever  is  unknown. 
The  climate  for  several  miles  beyond,  away  otfto  the 
west,  is  remarkably  healthy,  and  that  no  such  humbug 
ought  to  prevent  th.:  troops  of  the  United  States  from 
visiting  this  intei.sti.,^  region  of  the  earth." 

Look  out  Mead'—The  New  Orleans  Tropic  of  the 
8th  instant  says: 

"We  were  talking  yesterday  with  an  officer  of  one 
of  our  volunteer  corps,  and  he  informed  us  that  there 
was  not  a  man  in  his  regiment  that  knew  any  thing  a- 
bout  geogi-aphy,  or  any  dijfa-ence  between  the  soils  east  or 
west  of  the  Rio  G-rande.  We  hear  of  new  Republics 
spoken  of  in  Mexico,  and  we  saw  two  candidates  for 
Governors  for  these  new  Republics.  The  events  of 
the  future  ojicn  with  singular  magnificence." 


ON    FOREIGN    IKFLUHNCES    A.VD    OPINIONS    IN    ME.\ICO. 

Wilej  &  Putnam,  New  York,  have  in  press  "Re. 
collections  of  Waddy  Thompson,  esq.,  late  minister 
to  Mcxifo."  The  following  extract  from  a  proof- 
sheet  of  the  work  we  find  in  the  JWio  York  Mirror. 
Perhaps  no  man  in  this  country  h;is  had  a  better 
opportunity  to  form  a  correct  opmioii  in  the  promi- 
ses—lew  better  qualihed  to  judge— pone  more  truly 
American  in  feeling.  His  facts  may  be  relied  upon, 
his  conclusions  are  entitled  to  the  highest  considera- 

"There  is  a  great  mistake,  I  think,  in  the  opinion 
which  is  m-iieral  in  this  country  of  the  great  ascend- 
ency of  English  indueuce  in  Mexico.  It  is  true  that 
Mr.  Pakenham  had  much  influence  there,  which  his 
great  worth  and  frank  and  honorable  character  will 
give  him  anywhere;  but  my  opinion  is,  that  the  gen- 
eral feeling  of  the  Mexicans  towards  the  English  is 
unfriendly.  They  have  a  well-grounded  jealousy  of 
the  great  and  increasing  pov/er  which  their  largo 
capital  gives  them;  and,  if  the  feelhigs  of  the  Mexi- 
can people  were  consulted,  or  the  ojiiuious  of  thc\% 


most  enlightened  men,  England  is  the  very  last  pow- 
er to  which  the  Mexicans  would  transfer  California, 
or  any  other  portion  of  their  territory.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  they  would  prefer  that  it  should  be  an  in- 
dependent power,  than  to  have  any  connexion  or  de- 
pendence of  any  sort  upon  England.  The  most  val- 
uable of  the  Mexican  mines  are  owned  and  worked 
by  English  companies,  and  at  least  two  thirds  of  the 
specie  which  is  exported  goes  into  the  hands  of  the 
English.  The  British  government  keeps  two  officers, 
or  agents,  in  Mexico,  with  high  salaries,  to  attend  to 
this  interest  alone.  It  is  with  the  money  thus  de- 
rived that  the  English  establishments  on  this  conti- 
nent and  in  the  West  Indies  are  supported. 

The  amount  of  the  specie  annually  obtained  from 
Mexico  is  more  than  hall  as  great  as  that  which  is 
kept  at  one  time  in  the  Bank  of  England.  The  stop- 
page of  this  supply  would  very  much  derange  the 
whole  monetary  system  of  England;  on  this  account, 
it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  in  the  event  of  a  war 
between  the  United  Slates  and  Mexico,  that  England 
would  very  soon  be  involved  in  it.  If  the  coast  of 
Mexico  should  be  blockaded,  England  will  demand 
that  the  line  of  steampackets  to  Vera  Cruz  should  be 
exempted  from  its  operations.  These  packets,  al- 
though commercial  vessels,  possess  a  sort  of  quasi- 
governmenl  character.  This,  of  course,  our  govern- 
ment could  not  concede;  and  the  interruption  of  the 
regular  supply  of  the  precious  metals  from  Mexico 
would  be  most  disastrously  felt  in  England.  Know- 
ing all  this,  1  was  well  satisfied  that  all  that  we  have 
heard  about  England  stimulating  Mexico  to  declare 
war  against  this  country  was  ridiculously  absurd. — 
Such  a  war  would  injure  England  more  than  either 
of  the  belligerents.  All  her  interests  are  opposed 
to  it,  unless,  indeed,  she  intended  to  participate 
in  that  war.  I  have  the  best  reasons  lor  saying 
that  there  is  no  other  power  in  the  world  with  which 
England  would  not  prefer  to  engage  in  a  war;  not 
that  she  fears  us,  for  England  fears  no  nation,  nor 
combination  of  nations,  as  all  her  history  proves;  but 
such  a  war  would  be,  more  than  any  other,  disas- 
trous to  her  commercial,  manufacturing,  and  all 
other  industrial  pursuits. 

England  has  no  single  motive  for  a  war  with  us. 
It  is  not  of  this  country  she  is  jealous,  but  of  the 
northern  despotism  of  Europe,  and  mainly  of  Russia, 
and  has  been  so  since  the  seizure  of  the  fortress  of 
Aczaco,  in  1788.  And  well  may  England  and  all 
Europe  tremble  under  the  shadow  of  that  terrible 
military  despotism  now  holding  one  eighth  of  the 
territory  of  the  globe,  and  continually  extending  its 
liiuils  and  its  power.  All  the  wars  of  the  present 
century  which  have  weakened  other  European  pow- 
ers have  refulied  in  the  aggrandizemeul  of  Russia. 
'I'he  governnieiit  is  not  only  a  dtjpotism,  but  essen- 
tially a  D.ililaiv  drspolisiu.  The  studies  in  which 
her  people  are  ediuated  are  principally  those  of  war 
and  diplomacy.  Rossia  an. I  the  Uhited  States  are 
antipodes  and  antagouisls.  The  wist-  and  far-seeing 
stttesn.eii  of  Engiai.d  slc  il.ia  und  ealculate,  as  well 
they  may,  upon  our  sympathy,  in  a  conflict  with 
Russia.  I  repeat,  England  wants  no  war  with  us, 
although  we  may  force  her  into  one.  'That  old  and 
haughty  nation  proud  in  arms'  will  never  submit  to 
injustice  or  insult.  But  to  return  Irom  this  perhaps 
uncalled-for  digression  to  the  jealousy  of  England 
which  is  lelt  in  Mexico. 

A  leading  member  of  thd  Mexican  cabinet  once 
said  to  me  that,  he  believed  that  the  tendency  of 
things  was  towards  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States,  and  that  he  greatly  preferred  that  re- 
sult either  to  the  separate  independence  of  Texas, 
or  any  connexion  or  dependence  of  Texas  upon  Eng- 
land; that  if  Texas  was  an  independent  power, 
other  departments  of  Mexico  would  unite  with  it 
either  voluntarily  or  by  conquest,  and  that  if  there 
was  any  connexion  between  Texas  and  England,  that 
English  manufactures  and  merchandise  would  be 
smuggled  into  Mexico  through  Texas,  to  the  utter 
ruin  of  the  Mexican  manufactures  and  revenue. 

In  one  of  my  last  interviews  with  Santa  Anna  I 
mentioned  this  conversation.  He  said  with  great  ve- 
hemence, that  he  'would  war  forever  for  the  recon- 
quest  of  Texas,  and  that  if  he  died  in  bis  senses,  his 
last  words  should  be  an  exhortation  to  his  country- 
men never  to  abandon  the  cfTort  to  reconquer  the 
country,'  and  added,  'You,  sir,  know  very  well  that 
to  sign  a  treaty  for  the  alienation  of  Texas,  would 
be  the  same  thing  as  signing  the  death  warrant  of 
Mexico,'  and  went  on  to  say  that  'by  the  same  pro- 
cess we  would  lake  one  alter  the  other  of  the  Mexi- 
can provinces  until  we  had  them  all.'  1  could  not,  in 
sincerity,  s."iy  that  I  thought  otherwise;  but  1  do  not 
know  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  will  hasten  that 
event.  That  our  language  and  laws  are  destined  to 
pervade  this  continent,  1  regard  as  more  certain  than 
any  other  event  which  is  in  the  future.  Our  race 
has  never  put  its  foot  upon  a  soil  which  it  has  not 
only  kept  but  has  advanced.    1  mean  not  our  English 
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,:icc3tjr5   nnlT.   hm   thai   f:,rrtn  Teuton   race   from 
irhir*!  'v  'nr — .oth  rlescended. 

1  iicri;  suems  to  oo  a  woiKlerfiil  a'laptation  of  the 
English  people  to  the  purpose  of  oolmizatioii.  The 
English  colony  of  convicts  :U  iVoiv  Sonlh  Wales  is  a 
more  posperous  community  than  any  colony  of  any 
other  country.  That  the  Indian  race  of  Mexico 
must  recede  before  us,  is  ijulte  as  certain  as  that  is 
the  destiny  uf  our  own  Indians,  who,  in  a  military 
point  of  vie.v,  if  in  no  other,  are  superior  to  them. 
1  do  int  know  what  feelings  toward  us  in  Meiiico 
may  liave  been  produced  by  recent  events,  but  vvh.it- 
evcr  they  may  be,  they  will  not  last  long;  and  1  be- 
lieve that  the  time  is  not  at  ail  distant,  wlien  all  the 
northern  departments  of  MfXieo,  within  a  hundred 
miles  of  the  city,  will  gladly  take  refuge  under  our 
more  stable  institutions,  from  the  ronstanl  succes- 
sion of  civil  war  to  which  that  country  seems  to  be 
destined.  The  feeling  is  becoming  a  pretty  general 
one  amongst  the  enlightL-ned  and  patriotic,  that  they 
are  not  prepared  for  free  mslitulioiis,  and  are  inca- 
pable themselves  of  niainlaining  them.  There  is 
very  great  danger  that  the  drama  may  close  there, 
as  it  has  so  often  done  in  other  countries,  wilh  anar- 
chy ending  in  despotism, — such  is  the  natural  swing 
of  the  pendulum.  The  feeling  of  all  Mexicans  to- 
ward us,  until  the  revolution  in  Texas,  was  one  of 
unmixeJ  admiration;  and  it  is  our  high  position 
among  the  nations,  and  makes  our  mission  all  the 
more  responsible,  that  every  people  struggling  to  be 
free,  regard  us  with  the  same  feelings — we  are  in- 
deed 'Ihe  looking-glass  in  which  they  dress  them- 
selves.' As  a  philanthropist,  I  have  deeply  deplored 
the  effects  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  upon  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  all  classes  in  Mexico  towards 
this  country,  as  diminishing  their  devotion  to  repub- 
lican institutions;  this  should  not  be  so,  but  it  will 
be.  Ours  is  regarded  as  the  great  exemplar  repub- 
lic in  Mexico,  as  everywhere  else,  and  the  act  which 
they  regard  as  such  an  outrage,  must  have  the  pre- 
judicial effect  which  1  have  indicated — still  more 
will  that  effect  be  to  be  deprecatetl,  if  it  should 
throw  Mexico  into  the  arms  ul  any  great  European 
power. 

The  northern  departments  of  Mexico  contain  all 
the  mines,  and  more  of  the  wealth  of  the  country 
than  any  others;  and  they  all  hang  very  loosely  to 
the  conlederacy; — they  receive  no  earthly  benefit 
from  the  central  government,  which,  in  truth,  they 
only  know  in  its  exactions.  All  the  money  collect- 
ed from  them  is  expended  in  the  city  and  elsewhere, 
and  they  have  not  even  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  it  IS  beneficially  or  even  honestly  used.  The 
security  which  would  be  given  to  property,  as  well 
as  its  great  enhancement  in  value,  would  be  power- 
ful inducements  with  all  the  owners  of  large  estates 
which  are  now  comparatively  valueless.  The  only 
obstacle  that  I  know  of  to  such  a  consummation,  in- 
finitely desirable  in  my  judgment,  to  the  people  of 
those  departments,  less  so  to  us,  would  be  in  the  in- 
fluence of  the  priesthood.  They  are  well  aware 
that  such  a  measure  might  very  soon  be  fatal,  not 
only  to  their  own  supremacy,  but  that  of  the  Catho- 
lic religion  also, — but  they  would  have  on  the  other 
hand  a  powerful  motive  in  the  security  which  it 
would  give  them  to  their  large  church  property — no 
motivu  hut  interest  would  have  any  loQuence  wilh 
the  people  of  Mexico,  for  they  cerlainly  do  not  like 
us.  Their  feelings  toward  us  may  be  suiQnied  up  iq 
two  words.  Jealousy  and  admiration, -^ihey  are  not 
going  to  declare  war  against  us,  I  have  never  doubt- 
ed lor  a  moment  about  that,  Fubljc  opinion  in  Mex- 
ico, to  all  practical  purposes,  means  the  opinion  of 
Xi.e  army,  and  the  very  last  thing  ivhich  the  army 
«JeMrts,  IS  such  a  «  ji  , — nor  do  1  believe  that  one 
iVlexicai)  in  a  U.oUjaiiU  does,  however  Ihey  may 
vaui.i  u  id  biuotei — juit  as  a  frightened  school  boy 
u'iiisLias  as  he  passes  a  graveyard  in  the  night.  I 
have  just  as  little  idea  that  they  will  negotiate  now, 
or  unl;l  m^ilters  are  adjusted  between  England  and 
this  cu  .y.  1  doubt  wtiether  they  will  do  so  even 
then,  loi  iiic  guvernment  of  Mexico  owes  our  citi- 
zens as  mucii  iiioiiey  as  the^  could  expect  to  get 
from  us  for  their  quit-clanu  to  Texas  and  Mexico, 
therefore,  will  have  no  motive  to  negotiate  as  long 
as  she  is  not  pressed  for  these  claims;  and  the  re- 
storation ol  utticial  intercourse  is  nol  of  tlie  sligntesl 
oonscqutnce  to  ber.  Tliu  tew  Mexicans  who  would 
come  here,  would  be  in  no  danger  of  being  oppress- 
ed, and  nothing  would  be  more  convenient  to  Mexico 
than  that  we  should  have  no  minister  there  to  trou- 
ble the-  government  with  complaints. 

L  PAREDEB,  THE    PRESIDENT    OF    MEXICO. 

General  Thompson,  in  his  work  recently  publish- 
ed, "The  Recolleciions  uf  Mexico,"  says  that  Gen- 
eral Paredes  is  a  man  of  talents  and  acquireineitts 
in  bis  profession,  and  is  spoken  ol  as  a  geulleiuan 
and  a  patriot.  Paredes,  Valtsncia,  ami  Ganaiizo  were 
the  three  generals  in  the  moa  "  important  commands 


under  Bustamcnte.  "Parcdos  and  Valencia  went 
over  to  Santa  Anna,  and  thereby  consummatod  the 
overthrow  of  ij  ist:>:nenti'.'s  government.  Oanalizo 
adhered  wilh  a  noble  fidelity  to  the  fortunes  of  his 
chief,  and  after  Bustamcnte  was  vanquished,  Cana- 
lizo  held  out  for  a  long  time  at  the  head  of  only 
three  hundred  men,  and  by  his  remaikable  gallantry 
obtained  the  soubriquet  of  the  "Lion  of  Mexico," — 
As  soon  as  Sania  Anna  was  firmly  seated  in  power, 
he  showered  favors  of  all  sorts  upon  Canalizo; 
amongst  other  things,  appointing  him  president  ad 
interim  during  his  own  absence  from  Mexico.  He 
very  soon  quarrelled  with  Valencia  and  Paredes. — 
The  l<>riner  gave  up  his  command,  and  the  latter 
wa^  arrested  and  imprisoned  in  the  little  town  of 
Tula,  thirty  miles  from  Mexico.  Paredes  resides 
in  the  city  of  Guadalajara,  where  he  is  greatly  bo- 
loved  and  respected.  The  department  of  Guadala- 
jara is  in  every  respect  the  finest  in  Mexico,  with 
more  intelligence,  and  ofcourse,  virtne,  better  farms, 
a  better  population,  and  sounder  political  principles 
than  any  other.  Gen.  T.  knew,  when  he  left  Mex- 
ico, that  Paredes  was  only  waiting  for  the  proper 
moment  to  strike,  and  that  his  friends  in  Guadalajara 
were  perfectly  organized,  held  regularly  secret 
meetings,  and  were  also  only  waiting  for  the  mo- 
ment of  advantageous  opportunity.  This,  unfor- 
tunately for  himself,  Santa  Anna  gave  them.  Re- 
posing in  Ihe  false  security  which  bis  flatterers 
had  made  him  believe  that  he  enjoyed,  and  no 
longer  apprehending  any  danger  from  Paredes,  he 
appointed  him  governor  of  Sonora,  a  department 
upon  the  Pacific  Ocean.  On  his  way  to  his  de- 
partment, Paredes  passed  through  Guadalajara,  and 
ins  arrival  there  was  the  fignal  for  the  pronuncia- 
meiito  which  resulted  in  the  deleat  and  overthrow 
of  Santa  Anna." 


TRUE    POLICY    OF    THE    REPUBLIC. 

The  "Cornier  iles  Etats  Unis,"  the  French  Journal 
published  at  New  York,  thus  discourses,  in  relation 
to  our  war  with  Mexico  and  as  the  true  policy  and 
destiny  of  our  republic: — 

"The  American  people  is  the  foremost  among  all 
people  by  the  progress  it  has  made  in  clearing  the 
wilderness — in  the  arts  of  industry,  and  in  naviga- 
tion. No  other  has  performed  so  great  miracles  m 
so  short  a  time.  It  is  emphalically  the  people  which 
improvisfs  civilization.  With  its  steamboats  and  its 
axe  It  has  already  conquered  one  half  ol  a  world, 
and  is  destined  soon  to  conquer  the  other  half.  In- 
dustry is  its  genius,  the  fruits  of  the  earch  its  arms, 
the  liberty  which  it  bears  along  with  it,  its  power. — 
This  liberty  is  Ihe  key  which  will  open  the  universe 
loll. 

But  one  is  not  perfect  in  all  things,  and  it  is  nol 
given  to  be,  at  tlie  same  lime,  a  commercial  and 
free  people,  and  a  warlike  and  domineering  people. 
In  nations  as  in  individuals,  particular  faculties  can 
only  acquire  extreme  developement  at  the  expense 
of  other  faculties.  Hence  the  Americans  could  not 
push  so  far  their  creations  of  industry  and  their  poli 
tical  liberty,  except  upon  the  condition  of  having  no 
military  budget,  no  regular  army.  They  could  only 
become  the  strongest  of  people  in  time  of  peace, 
by  exposing  themselves  to  be  the  weakest  in  time  of 
war.  Of  this,  the  high  iiitelligcnce  which  distin- 
guishes them,  should  have  convinced  Ihein,  if  self- 
love  did  not  with  ihem  speak  louder  even  than  intel- 
lect. Accustomed  to  see  every  thing  yield  to  their 
spirit  of  enterprize — rivers,  ports,  mountains,  they 
have  landed  that  whenever  they  chose,  they  could 
extemporize  an  army  as  they  extemporize  a  city  or  a 
railroad.  But  this  is  an  error  which  they  will  disco- 
ver and  deplore  hereafter.  Citizens  are  not  soldiers — 
conscripts  are  nol  heroes.  In  every  vocation  an  ap- 
prenticeship is  needed — and  ihat  vocation,  of  all 
others,  most  needs  this  apprenticeship,  which  puts  at 
hazard  one's  life, 

"i'lie  political  and  social  organization  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales  has,  muieovti,  this  incoiivenitiice — the 
shade  to  its  brightness— that  the  military  career  be- 
ing Ihc  most  neglected  of  all,  the  Icasl  honored  bo- 
cause  il  is  Ihs  least  productive,  the  least  in  harmony 
with  the  instinctively  pacihc  sentiments  of  the 
masses,  it  is  a  sort  of  last  refuge  for  the  worst  por- 
tion of  the  population.  Strangers  lo  the  soil,  emi- 
grants without  home  or  hearth,  constitute  the  great- 
er portion  of  the  enlisted  men;  these  men  are  mer- 
cenaries who  hgbl  from  necessity,  or  from  the  love 
of  adventure,  but  v.ho  have  none  of  that  love  of 
country  adhering  to  their  entrails  sicul  oss.i  culi. — 
Such  men  in  fleeing  from  the  enemy,  have  no  con- 
sciousness of  carrying  off  on  the  soles  of  their  feel 
the  honor  of  their  country.  Il  is  nol  wilh  such  de- 
fenders that  either  great  things,  or  even  good  things 
are  done.       **#?** 

iSince  then  such  is  the  system  of  the  country,  its 
rulers  ibould  at  least  comprehend  at  once  both  its 


feenleiiesi,  and  its  force  and  act  in  conformity, — 
Having  raised  on  the  soil  temples  to  all  Ihc  gods 
excepl  the  god  of  war,  there  should  be  the  rarest 
possible  recourse  to  his  intercession — the  combats 
should  be  not  wilh  the  sword,  but  with  the  plough, 
which  is  your  weapon — conquer  the  world,  not  by 
armies,  but  by  emigration,  industry  and  the  hardj 
pioneers  of  the  wildernoss.  In  the  expansive  force 
of  your  arms  and  your  ideas  lies  all  your  power,  and 
if  that  power,  is  less  rapid  than  mat  of  Iho  cannon, 
il  is  more  sure  and  irresistible,  Texas  furnishes  a 
proof  in  point.  While  you  were  content  to  let  the 
west  pour  itself  out  into  Texas,  nolhmg  could  check 
their  progress,  and  they  conquered  it  for  you.  And 
now  when  government  action  is  substituted  in  the 
same  country  for  individuals,  and  against  the  same 
enemy,  you  are  conquered!  It  is  because  in  the 
United  Slates  the  government  is  nothing,  the  indivi- 
dual every  thing. 

Since  his  accession  to  power,  Mr.  Polk  has  mis- 
apprehended this  great  organic  principle  of  Ameri- 
can society.  He  was  for  hurrying  its  march,  and 
cutting  the  two  knots  of  Texas  and  Oregon,  which 
time  of  itself  would  have  unlied.  What  is  the  re- 
sult of  this  unnatural  policy?  That  the  United  States 
are  at  this  moment  placed  in  a  position  which  may 
become  excessively  critical  for  them,  for  it  may  ex- 
pose them  at  the  same  time  to  the  two  most  dange- 
rous wars  they  could  he  called  upon  to  meet,  la 
seeing  what  the  mere  commencement  of  a  struggle 
with  such  an  enemy  as  Mexico  has  already  occa- 
sioned of  embarrassment  and  expense — in  perceiv- 
ing the  difficulties  of  meeting  the  demands  of  a  sin- 
gle contest — one  is  tempted  to  ask  wilh  dread,  what 
would  happen  if  we  had  to  repel  at  the  same  time  a 
Mexican  invasion  in  the  south,  a  Canadian  invasion 
at  the  north,  and  the  attacks  of  the  British  fleets  on 
the  seubjard?  Fortune  which  has  so  long  shown 
herself  propitious  to  the  United  States — fortune 
which  loves  youth — among  people  as  among  kings 
— as  Louis  XIV,  when  a  sexagenarian,  mournfully 
remarked,  will  spare  the  Americans  this  trial — but 
no  thanks  therefore  lo  the  policy  of  Mr.  Polk;  his 
policy  13  grossly  blundering.  That  whicli  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, from  the  beginning  of  the  Oregon  question, 
has  proclaimed  under  the  title  of  "masterly  inacti- 
vity," is  the  only  true  policy — the  only  logical  one 
— the  only  one  in  harmony  wilh  American  inslilu- 
lions,  and  their  actual  military  organization.  The 
mission  of  Americans  is  thai  of  pacific  conquerors — 
their  institutions  are  to  spread,  as  spread  the  waves 
by  the  simple  law  of  the  level — their  dominion  is 
destined  lo  grow  by  affinity,  by  alluvion — the  whole 
of  North  America  is  their  certain  patrimony;  and 
none  but  a  madman  buys  wilh  blood  what  is  in 
fact  a  portion  of  his  own  inheritance. 

The  A".  York  Courer  Sf  Enquirer,  on  inserting  the 
above  adds: — 

"There  is  wisdom  and  Irulh  in  these  reflections 
which  no  false  shame  should  deter  us  from  acknow- 
ledging, nor  from  duly  weighing — because  they  are 
traced  by  a  foreign  pen.  Yet  it  is  quite  obvious  to 
remark,  that  becanse — owing  to  the  unprepared- 
ness  which,  for  the  causes  so  well  delineated  in  the 
foregoing  extract,  will  always  excite  in  a  republic — 
at  the  outset  of  a  conflict  our  arms  suffer  a  defeat, 
our  military  movements  are  slow  and  unskilful,  and 
our  resources  are  with  difficulty  brought  into  play — 
11  by  no  means  follows  Ihat  when  the  nation  is  tho- 
roughly aroused,  and  buckles  on  its  armor  in  earn- 
est— the  same  energy  and  enterprise  which  gives 
such  efficiency  to  its  labors  of  peace  will  nol  render 
It  equally  daring,  persevering,  and  formidable  in  war. 
But  we  thoroughly  agree  with  our  French  contem- 
porary that  war  is  not  our  vocation  and  that  even 
successful  war,  by  demoralizing  the  people  and  giv- 
ing them  the  taste  and  love  for  military  glory — can- 
not hut  l;e  unfavorable  to  the  duration  of  liberty  and 
of  lepublican  institutions," 

CAPTURE   OF    CE.V.    VECA    BY    C»PT.    MAT, 

The  battle  commenced  by  heavy  cannonading  on 
both  sides.  Gen,  Taylor,  in  passing  bis  lines,  ac- 
costed Capt,  May  of  the  2d  dragoons,  and  told  him 
— "Your  regiment  has  never  done  anything  yet— 
you  must  lake  that  battery."  He  said  nothing,  but 
turned  lo  bis  command  and  said — "We  must  take 
Ihat  battery — follow!"  He  made  a  charge  with  three 
companies — at  least  the  remainder  of  three  compa- 
nies— supported  by  the  5th  and  8th  regiments  of  In- 
fantry, 'i'hty  cleared  the  breastwork,  rode  over  the 
battery,  wheeled  and  came  through  the  enemy's 
lines,  whilst  the  fire  of  the  Infantry  was  so  deadly 
in  its  effect  as  lo  carry  all  before  it.  Capt.  May 
made  a  cut  at  an  oQJoer  as  he  charged  through.  On 
his  return  he  found  him  standing  between  cannon 
wheels — fighting  like  a  hero.  He  ordered  him  to 
surrender.  He  was  asked  if  he  was  an  ofliccr,' — 
Capt,  May  answered  him  in  the  affirmative,  when  he 
presented  his  Bword,  remarking,  "You  receive  Gen: 
Vega  a  prisoner  of  war." 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


EXECUTIVE    JO0RNAL. 

Appointments,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  conienl  of 
the  senate.  Regiment  of  mounted  rijlemen  or  Hard  regi- 
ment of  dragoons,  avthonsed  b,j  the  act  of  May  19,  1846. 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  Zacharv  Tatlok,  lo  be 
major  general  U.  S.  army  by  brevet,  u,  talte  rank  as 
such  from  the  date  of  the  battle  of  Rasaea  de  la  Palma, 
9th  May,  1846,— nomination  confirmed  unanimously. 

Pereifer  F-  Smith,  of  Louisiana,  to  be  colonel. 

John  C.  Fremont,  ol  the  army,  to  be  lieutenant  col- 
George  S.  Burbridgc,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  inajor. 

William  H.  Lorine,  of  Florida,  to  be  captain. 

Winslow  F.  Sanderson,  nt  Ohio,  to  be  captain. 

Samuel  H.  Walker,  of  Texas,  lo  be  captain. 

Henry  B.  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  captain. 

Georte  B  Crittenden,  ol  Kentucky,  ty  be  caplam. 

Stephens  T.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  to  be  captain. 

John  S.  SimonBon,  of  Indiana,  to  be  captain. 

John  B.  Backenstoas,  of  Illinois,  to  be  captain. 

Bela  M.  Hughes,  of  Missouri,  to  be  captain. 

Stephen  S.  Tucker,  of  Arkansas,  to  be  captain. 

Benjamin  S.  Roberts,  of  Iowa,   lo  be  first  lieulenant. 

Thomas  Ewell,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  first  lieuienanl. 

Andrew  Porter,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  first  lieutenant. 

Michael  E.  Van  Buren,of  Michigan,  to  be  fiist  lieu- 

Llewellen  Jones,  of  Now  York,  to  be  first  lieutenant. 
Noah  Newton,  of  Ohio,  to  be  first  lieutenant. 
Thomas  Duncan,  of  Illinois,  to  be  first  lieutenant. 
Wm.  W.  Taylor,  of  Indiana,  lo  be  first  lieutenant. 
Andrew  J.  Lindsay,  of  Mississippi,  to  be  first  lieu- 

.Tohn  G.  Walker,  of  Missouri,  to  be  first  lieutenant. 

Spear  S.  Tipton,  of  Indiana,  to  be  first  lieutenant. 

Thomas  Claiborne,  jr.,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  second 
lieutenant.  „  „      .    „      ,.  ,  j 

Thomas  G.  Rhett,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be  second 
lieutenant.  „.,,,,        ,  j  ,■ 

Charles  L.  Denman,  of  New  York,  to  be  second  heu- 

Washington  L.  Elliott,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  secomi 
lieulenant.  .         , 

Thomas  Davis,  of  Illinois,  to  be  second  heutenani. 
George  McLane,  of  Maryland,  to  be  second  lieuten- 

Murray  Morris,  of  the  Dist,  ict  of  Columbia,  to  be  se 

cond  lieutenant. 
Llewellen  Rague,  ol  Ohio  to  be  second  lieutenant. 
Francis  S.  K.  Russell,  of  Michigan,  to  be  second  lieu- 
Julian  May,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  lo  be  second 

lieutenant. 

MILITAKV  STORE-KEEPEK. 

James  G.  Sturgeon,  to  be  military  store.keeper,  vice 
Richard  B.  Butler  removed. 

The  president  of  the  United  States.  Large 
powers  have  already  been  conferred  upon  Ihe  presi- 
dent, towards  conducting  the  war  with  iMexico. 

Funds.  Ten  millions  of  dollars  have  been  appro- 
priated, and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  president, 
for  conducting  the  war. 

The  army  of  the  United  States,  of  which  the  presi- 
dent according  lo  the  constitution,  is  coinmani/er  in 
<;/,iey__according  to  the  bill  just  passed  by  congress 
will  be  augmented  to  about  15,000  men 

The  volunteers  placed  at  his  disposal        50,000 
The  navy,  as  now  established  7,800 

The  increase  being  ordered,  steamers  in- 
cluded will  augment  it  at  least  10,000 

82,000 

The  appointing  power,  called  into  requisition  for 
officering  these  new  levies,  is  amongst  the  highest  of 
executive  prerogatives.  Seldom,  if  ever  has  so  vast 
a  scope  of  power  been  in  the  bands  of  a  president  of 
these  United  States. 

DIPLOMATIC    JOURNAL. 

Minister  to  Spain.  The  hon.  Romulus  M.  Saun- 
ders, successor  to  the  hon.  Washington  Irving,  as 
minister  to  her  Catholic  majesty's  court  in  Spain, 
arrived  at  the  Astor  House,  yesterday,  en  route  to 
bis  embassy.  [JViui  York  Herald  Jtfai/  24. 

The  pretident  of  the  United  States  has  recognised 
George  B.  Deiter  as  consul  of  the  republic  of  Vene- 
zuela for  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

NAVAL     JOURNAL. 

Pacific  squadron.  The  New  York  Commercial  Ad- 
vertiser has  advices  Irom  the  squadron  under  com- 
modore Stoat  to  the  8th  April — all  well.  A  letter 
from  an  officer  dated  Mutzallan,  says— "We  have 
Itill  lying  hero  most  of  the  squadron,  viz.  Savannah 
54,  Constitution  54,  Warren  'H,  Levant  22,  Ports- 
mouth 22,  Erie  4,  and  the  Congress  54,  capt.  Stock- 
ton, and  the  Cjane,  daily  expected.  Thu  Shark,  12, 
has  gone  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  repair,  alter 
which  she  will  return  to  the  coast  again." 


Jif I  lean  squadron.  The  U.  S  shi^•^  Jnmcsioion,  For*: 
town,  and  Southampton  were  at  Port  Praja,  Cape  de 
Verds,  March  12th. 

The  Porpoise,  U.  S.  brig  lieut.  com.  Hii»i/,  arrived 
at  St.  Domingo  on  the  7th  instant,  in  17  days  from 
Havana,  and  25  days  from  Pensacola.  Officers  and 
crew  all  well. 

China  squadron.  The  U.  S.  ship  of  the  line  Colum- 
bus, com.  Biddle,  and  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Vin- 
cennes,  capt.  Paulding,  were  at  the  Bocca  Tigris, 
China  February  27.  The  former  was  lo  leave  in  a 
few  weeks  for  Callao,  Sandwich  Islands,  &c.  and 
from  thence  home. 

T/ie^/toiiy,  sloop  of  war,  is  to  be  launched  at 
Brooklyn,  navy  yard  in  a  few  days,  and  fitted  out 
forthwith. 

The  Dale,  sloop  of  war,  capt.  McKean,  is  under 
sailing  orders  for  the  Pacific  coast,  so  soon  as  she 
can  be  fitted  out. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  of  the  25lli  says — 

Commander  Garret  J.  Pendergrast  has  been  or- 
dered lo  the  Memphis  navy  yard,  and  Commander 
Wm.  H.  Gardner  to  the  rendezvous  here;  Comman- 
der .McKean  lo  the  sloop  of  war  Dale;  and  Lieut. 
Chatard  lo  the  Water  Witch  to  be  filled  out  here. 

It  is  said  that  the  government  intend  purchasing  a 
number  of  small  vessels  to  run  close  in  shore  in  the 
Gulf  after  privateersmen. 

We  learn  that  Com.  Warrington  has  been  appoin- 
ted to  bureau  of  ordnance,  and  Com.  Smith  lo  that 
of  navy  yards  and  docks.  It  is  rumored  that  Capt. 
Dulariy  has  been  pul  on  furlough. 

The  steam  propeller  .  lassacliusetls  is  now  lying 
in  Ihe  Potomac,  beiiveen  Washington  and  Alexan- 
dria. Coil.  Shiibriek  and  Mr.  Haswell,  chief  engi- 
neer of  the  navy,  havt-  visiltd  her  to  report  lo  the 
navy  deparlmenl  whether  she  wil!  suit  lor  govern- 
ment purposes. 
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REUUISITICN      FOR      VOLUNT 

The  Circular  from  the  Department  of  War 
emors   of  the   several   Slates,  dated  May 
was  accompanied  with  the  following  tables: 
(Table— B,) 
Volunteers    to  be    enrolled,  hut  not  called 
until  furtlier  orders 
States,  Number  of  Regiments, 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Massachusetts 

1 
1-2 

1 

Rhode  Island 

1-2 

Connecticut 

1-2 

Vermont 

1-2 

New  York 

7 

New  Jersey 
Delaware 

1 
1-2 

Pennsylvania 
Maryland 
Virginia 
North  Carolina 

6 
2 
3 

1 

South  Carolina 

1 

Louisiana 

2 

Michigan 
Florida 

1 
1-2 

Iowa 

1 

Wisconsin 

1 

Alabama 

1-2 

39 


E  E  R  S  . 

to  the  Gov 
19(/i,  1846 


Foot, 

777 

390 

777 

390 

390 

390 

5,439 

777 

39O 

4,662 

1,5,54 

2,331 

777 

777 

1,554 

777 

390 

777 

777 

390 

24,486 


[Table— C] 

Vohinliers  called  for  from  different  Slates  for  immediate 

service — Description  and  amount  of  force. 

Stales.     Number  of  regiments.  Horse.  Foot. 

Arkansas                11-2  789  388 

Mississippi                       1  -  777 

Alabama                         1  -  777 

Georgia                            1  -  777 

Tcnnes.sec                      3  769  1554 

Kentucky                       3  7b9  1554 

Missouri                         1  789 

Illinois                           3  -  2331 

Indiana                           3  -  2331 

Ohio                               3  -  2331 

Texas                    1  1-2  789  388 


22  3945     13,208 

3,945 


17,153 


(OFFICIAL.]  From  the  Union  of  May  26. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 
Point  Isabel,  Texas,  May  7,  1846. 
Siu:  I  respectfully  report  that  I  shall  march  this  day 
with  ihe  main  body  of  the  army,  to  open  a  commiinica- 
lion  with  Major  Brown,  and  throw  forward  supplies  of 
ordnance  and  provisions.  If  the  enemy  opposes  my 
march,  in  whatever  force,  I  shall  fight  him.  Occasional 
guns  are  heard  in  the  direction  of  Matamoros,  showing 
thai  everything  is  right  in  that  quarter. 

Yesterday  the  recruits  under  Lieut.  McPliail  arrived 
here.  Alter  filling  up  the  companies  of  ihe  permanent 
garrison,  (A  1st  arty,  and  G  4ih  arty.,)  the  remainder  of 
the  detachment,  with  its  officers,  was  placed  under  Ma- 
jor Munroe's  orders  to  assist  in  the  delence  of  ihe  depot. 
The  men  arc  yet  too  raw  to  take  the  field,  though  effi- 
cient for  garrison  defence.  They  will  be  permanently 
assigned  as  soon  as  practicable. 

,The  four  companies  of  the  first  infantry  are  hourly 
expected,  and  will  be  a  seasonable  reinforcement.  The 
first  shipment  of  volunteers  from  New  Orleans  may  also 
soon  be  looked  for.  Their  arrival  will  enable  me  10 
open  the  river  and  free  our  conimunicaiions. 
1  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obed't.  servt., 

Z.  TAYLOR, 
Brevet  brig'r.  gen.  U.  S.  A.  com'g. 
The  adjutant  general  of  the  army,  Washington,  D.C. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 
Camp  at  Pulo  Alto,  Texas,  May  9,  1846. 

Sir:  I  have  ihe  honor  to  report  that  I  was  met  near 
this  I. lace  yesterday,  011  my  march  from  Point  Isabel,  by 
the  Mexican  forces,  and  after  an  aciion  of  about  five 
hours  dislodgeil  them  from  their  position,  and  encamp- 
e'J  ui'.on  the  field.  Our  artillery,  consisting  of  two  18 
pounders  and  two  light  batteries,  was  the  arm  chiefly 
engaged,  and  to  the  excellent  manner  in  which  it  was 
manoBuvered  and  served  is  our  success  mainly  due. 

The  strength  of  the  enemy  is  believed  to  have  been 
about  fix  thousand  men,  with  seven  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  eight  hundred  cavalry.  His  loss  is  probably  at  least 
01  e  hundred  killed.  Our  strength  did  not  exceed  all 
told  twenty  ihree  hundred,  while  our  loss  was  compara- 
tively trifling — four  men  killed,  three  otlicers  and  thirty- 
seven  men  wounded,  several  of  the  lailer  mortally. 
I  regret  to  say  that  Major  Ringgoki,  3d  artillery,  and 
Capt.  Page.  4th  inlantry,  are  severely  wounded.  Lieut. 
Luiher,  2d  artillery,  slightly  so. 

The  enemy  has  fallen  back,  and  it  is  believed  has  re- 
passed the  river.  I  have  advanced  parties  now  thrown 
forward  in  his  direction,  and  shall  move  the  main  body 
immediately. 

In  the  haste  of  this  first  report,  I  can  only  say  that  the 
officers  and  men  behaved  in  the  most  admirable  man- 
ner throughout  the  action.  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of 
making  a  more  detailed  report  when  those  ol  the  differ- 
ent commanders  shall  be  received.  I  am,  sir,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 
Brevet  brigadier  general  U.  S.  A.  commanding. 

The  adjutant  g.neral,  US.  army,  Washington,  D  C. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 
Camp  at  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  3  miles  from  Ma- 
tamoros, 10  o'clock,  p.  m  ,  May  9,  1S46. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  marched  with 
the  main  body  of  the  army  at  2  o'clock  to-day,  havilTg 
previously  thrown  forward  a  body  of  light  infantry  into 
the  forest,  which  covers  the  Matamoros  road.  When 
near  the  spot  where  I  am  encampted.  my  advance  dis- 
covered that  a  ravine  crossing  the  road  had  been  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy  with  artillery.  1  immediately  order- 
ed a  battery  of  field  artillery  to  sweep  the  position,  flank- 
ing and  sustaining  it  by  the  3d,  4ih,  and  oih  regimenla, 
deployed  as  skirmishers  to  the  right  and  left.  A  heavy 
fire  of  artillery  and  of  musketry  was  kept  up  for  some 
lime,  until  finally  the  enemy's  batteries  were  carried  in 
succession  by  a  squatlron  of  dragoons  and  the  regimenla 
of  infantry  that  were  on  the  ground.  He  was  soon  dri- 
ven from  his  position,  and  pursued  by  a  squadron  of  dra- 
goons, battalion  of  artillery,  3d  inlantry,  and  a  light 
battery,  lo  the  river.  Our  victory  has  been  complete. — 
Eight  pieces  of  artillery,  with  a  great  quaniity  of  am- 
munition, three  standards,  and  some  one  hundred  pri- 
soners have  been  taken;  among  the  latter.  General  La 
Vega,  and  several  other  officers.  One  general  is  under- 
stood lo  hove  been  killed.  The  enemy  has  recrossed 
the  river,  and  I  am  sure  will  not  again  molest  us  on  this 
bank. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  has  been  most  severe. 
Our  own  has  been  very  heavy,  and  1  deeply  regret  to 
report  that  Lieut.  Inge,  2d  dragoons.  Lieut.  Cochran, 
4ifi  intnnlry,  and  Lieut.  Chadbourne,  8ih  infantry,  «ere 
killed  on  the  field.  Lieut.  Col.  Payne,  4th  arullery, 
Lieut.  Col.  Mcintosh,  Lieut.  Dobbins,  3d  infantry,  Capt. 
Hooe,  and  Lieut.  Fowler,  6ih  infaiitiy,  and  Capt.  Mont- 
gomery. Lieuis.  Gates,  Selden,  McClay,  Burbaiik,  and 
Jordan,  8ih  infantry,  were  wounded.  The  extent  of 
our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  not  yet  ascertained, 
and  18  reserved  lor  a  more  detailed  report. 

The  aflair  of  to-day  mny  be  regarded  ns  a  proper  sup- 
plement to  the  cannoniide  of  j'esieidny;  and  the  Iwo 
taken  together,  e.\hibit  the  coolness  and  gallantry  of  our 
officers  and  men  in  the  most  favorable  light.  All  have 
done  their  duty,  and  done  it  nobly.  It  will  be  my  pride, 
in  0  more  circnmsianiial  report  of  both  actions,  10  dwell 
upon  particular  instances  of  individual  distinction. 

li  ailbrds  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  report  that  the  field 
work  opposite  Matamoros  has  sustained  itself  hand- 
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somely  during  a  cannonade  and  bombardment  of  160 
hours.  But  the  pleasure  is  alloyed  with  profound  resret 
at  the  loss  of  its  heroic  and  indomitable  commander, 
Major  Brown,  who  died  In-day  from  the  effect  of  a  shell. 
His  loss  would  be  a  severe  one  to  the  service  at  any 
time,  but  to  ihe  army  under  tny  orders,  it  is  indeed  ir- 
reparable. One  officer  and  one  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer killed  and  ten  men  wounded,  comprise  all  the  ca- 
•ualties  incident  to  this  severe  bombardment. 

1  inadvertently  omitted  to  meniion  the  capture  of  a 
large  number  of  pack  mules  left  in  the  Mexican  camp. 

1  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obd't.  servt., 

Z.  T.4YLOR, 
Gt.  bn'R'r.  general  U.  S.  A.  com'g. 

The  adjutant  general  of  the  army,  Washington ,  D.  C 

Headquarters  Armtj  nf  Occupation, 
Resaco  de  la  Palma,  May  11,  1846. 
[Orders  No.  59.] 

1.  The  comnanding  general  congratulates  the  army 
under  his  command  upon  the  signal  success  which  has 
crowned  its  recent  operations  against  the  enemv.  The 
coolness  and  steadiness  of  uie  troops  during  the  action 
of  the  8th,  and  Ihe  brilliant  impetuosity  with  which  the 
enemy's  position  and  artillery  were  carried  on  the  9th, 
have  displayeiJ  the  best  qualities  of  the  American  sol- 
dier. To  every  officer  and  soldier  of  his  command,  the 
general  returns  hi3;h:i:i;isfor  the  noble  manner  in  which 
they  have  sustain^  i  :,ie  honor  of  the  service  and  of  the 
country.  While  the  main  body  of  the  army  has  been 
thus  actively  emp'oyed,  the  garri.son  left  opposite  Mata- 
moros  has  rendered  no  less  distinguish'^d  service  by  sus- 
t.niiiing  a  severe  can.ionade  and  bombu  Iment  for  many 
successive  days.  The  army  and  the  country,  while  just- 
ly rejoicing  in  this  triumph  of  our  arms,  will  deplore  the 
loss  of  many  bravo  officers  and  men  who  fell  gallantly 
in  the  hour  of  combat. 

2.  It  beinn  necessary  for  the  commanding  gener  il  lo 
visit  Point  Isabel  on  public  business.  Col.  Twiggs  will 
assume  command  of  the  corps  of  the  arn-y  near  .Maia- 
moros,  including  the  garrisoti  <>f  the  field  work.  He 
will  occupy  the  former  lines  of  llie  army,  making  such 
dispositions  for  defence  and  for  the  comfort  of  !iis  com- 
mand as  he  may  deetn  advisable.  He  will  hold  himself 
strictly  on  the  defensive  until  the  return  of  the  com- 
manding general. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Taylor. 

W.   W.  J.  BLISS,  act.  adj.  general. 


especially  due  for  their  zeal  and  activity.  The  gene  ral 
returns  his  thanks  to  the  numerous  citizens  who  voluti- 
teered  their  services  in  the  defence  of  the  depot.  Their 
assistance  added  mnierially  to  its  strength  and  lo  his 
confidence  in  its  ability  to  resist  an  attack.  The  rein- 
forcements from  the  brig  "Lawrence,"  under  Lieutenant 
Renshaw,  and  the  large  force  of  se.imen  and  marines 
so  promptly  furnished  by  the  squadron  on  its  urr'vtil,  re. 
quire  a  special  acknowledgment  to  Commodore  Connor 
and  Commander  Mercer  of  the  navy.  The  army  is 
deeply  grateful  for  this  support  and  co-operaiion  from  a 
kindred  branch  of  the  public  service. 
By  order  of  Brigadier  General  Taylor. 

w.  w.  .r.  BLISS, 

Acting  adjutant  general. 

Keiidijaarlers  Army  of  Occupation, 
Point  Isabel,  Ihias,  May  12.  1846, 

[Special  orders  No.  6'J.) 

1.  General  la  Vega  and  the  other  Mexican  officers, 
prisoners  of  war,  will  be  conducted  t.i  New  Orleans 
under  charge  of  Lieut.  J  J.  Reynolds.  4ih  arnllrrv,  who 
will  report  on  his  arrival  i^j  Maj.-r  Gem  ral  G  i  ne ■■,  l"r 
further  instructions.  The  quartermaster's  department 
will  furnish  a  steamer  for  the  transportatitm  of  the  par- 
ty. 

2.  As  many  of  the  sick  and  wounded  now  at  this 
place  as  may  he  indicated  by  Surgeon  Wood,  will  be 
sent  in  sniiab'e  iran-sports  lo  St.  Joseph's  ipl.md 

Assislont  S..r„  M  Byrne  will  t..,c. "i  paiiy  thcdtit'cir 
menl,  and  v.  ill  r.-turii  with  the  co.ivalescinis  that  iiuy 
be  in  coiidi'.ion  lo  leave  the  general  hospilal.  The  qiuir- 
termas'  t's  di-nart:ii.'n;  will  turnish  th"  proper  iransp.ir 


13y  Older  of  P,rig.iaie 


Gctiertd  Taylor. 

V/.  W.  J.  BLI.-S, 

.\cting  adi'itant  general. 


United  Slates  ship  Cumberland, 
Off  Brazos  Santiago,  Muy  9,  1846. 
Sir:  The  arrival  of  ihe  squadron  at  tins  anchorage,  of 
which  the  department  was  informed  in  my  communica- 
lion  nf  yesterday,  was  most  opportune.  To  obtain  a 
supply  of  provisions  from  the  depot  ai  Point  Isabel,  Gen. 
Taylor,  after  leaving  Major  Brown  with  five  hundred 
men  in  charge  of  the  works  at  Matamoros,  marched  for 


HeadqunrUr,  ^rmy  of  occupation, 
Camp  near  Matamoros,  Texas,  .Qpril  15,  184G. 

Sir:  1  have  lo  report  that  on  the  1 1th  inst. — Gen- 
eral Ampudia  arrived  at  Matamoros  with  two  hun- 
dred cavalry,  the  remainder  of  his  force,  variously 
estimated  from  2,000  to  3,000  men,  being  some  dis- 
tance in  the  rear  on  the  route  from  Monterey.  Im- 
mediately after  assumini;  Ihe  chief  command,  Gen. 
Ampudia  ordered  all  Americans  lo  leave  Matamoros 
within  twenty  four  hours,  and  repair  to  Victoria,  a 
town  in  the  interior  of  Tamaulipas.  He  had  taken 
the  same  severe  measure  at  Keinosa,  on  his  way 
hither.  On  the  12th  1  received  from  Gen.  Ampudia 
a  despatch,  summoning  me  to  withdraw  my  force 
within  twenty  four  hours,  and  lo  fall  back  beyond 
the  river  Neuces.  To  this  communication,  I  replied 
on  the  12lh,  saying  that  I  should  Dot  retrograde  from 
my  position.  Copies  of  this  correspondence  are  en- 
closed herewith.  J  considered  the  letter  of  Gen. 
Ampudia  sufficient  lo  warrant  me  in  blockading  up 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  stopping  all  supplies  for  Mata- 
moros, orders  for  which  have  been  given  to  the  na- 
val commander  at  Brazos  Santiago. 

Notwithstanding  the  alternative  of  war  presented 
by  Gen.  Ampudia,  no  hostile  movement  has  yet  been 
made  by  bis  force.  Whether  he  will  feel  strong 
enough  to  attempt  anything  when  all  his  force  shall 
;in  ive,  is  very  doubtful.  Our  brigades  occupy  strong 
positions,  beyond  reach  of  fire  from  Ihe  town,  and 
can  hold  themselves  against  many  times  their  num- 
ber i.f  Mexican  troops.  In  the  meantime  our  de- 
fences here  and  at  Point  Isabel,  are  daily  gaining 
strength.  The  latter  point  is  well  supplied  with  ar- 
tillery, and  in  a  good  condition  to  resist  attack. 

I  regret  lo  report  that  Colonel  Cross  has  been  mis- 
sing since  the  lOlh  instant,  on  which  day  he  rode  out 
alone  in  the  vicinity  of  our  camp.  All  attempts  to 
trace  him  have  hitherto  proved  fruitless,  and  I  much 
fear  that  he  has  been  waylaid  and  murdered  by  ban- 
ditti known  to  be  in  our  neighborhood.  To-day  I 
address  a  letter  on  the  subject  to  General  Ampudia, 


Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 
Point  hahe!,  ^Texas',)  May  12,  1846. 

Sir:  I  am  making  a  hasiy  visit  to  this  place,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  an  interview  with  Commodore  Con- 
ner, whose  squadron  is  now  at  anchor  off"  ihe  harbor, 
and  arranging  with  him  a  combined  movement  up  the 
river.  1  avail  myself  of  the  brief  lime  at  my  command 
to  report  ihat  the  main  body  of  ihe  army  is  now  occu- 
pying its  former  position  opposite  Matamoros.  The 
Mexican  forces  are  almost  disorganized,  and  I  shall  lose 
no  lime  in  investing  Matamoros,  and  opening  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river. ..   ,._  _       __ 

I  regret  to  report  that  Major  Ringgold  died  the  morn-  commenced,  1  received  a  communication  fn 
ingot  the  lllh  inst.  of  the  severe  wounds  received  in  Munme,  commanding  P^int  Isabel,  reqiiestin 
the  action  of  Palo  Alto.  With  the  exception  of  Capt.  ]  forcemenl  from  the  squadron,  for  the  ilelence  of  that 
Page,  whose  wound  is  dangerous,  the  other  wounded  i  post,  where,  it  appears,  all  the  supplies  for  the  army  are 
officers  are  doing  well.  In  my  report  of  the  second  en-  ]  deposited.  In  the  ctnirse  of  yesterday  afternoon  and 
gagement,  I  accidentally  omitied  the  name  of  Lieui.  i  ii,ig  morning,  five  hundred  seamen  and  marines,  under 
Dobbins,  3d  infantry,  among  ihe  officers  slightly  wound- I  the  command   of  Capt.  Gregory,  of  the    Raritan,  were 


he  former  place  with  the  remainder  of  his  forces,  con-  j  desiring  him  to  assist  in  our   efforts  to  ascertain  the 
sisiing  of  two  thousand   men.    On   his   return,   when  J  colonel'.i  fate, 
wnhin  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  of  Matamoros,  he  encoun- 
tered the  enemy  in  considf'able  force,  estimated  at  from  i 
six  thousand  to  seven  thousand  men,  with  a  large  por 


lion  of  cavalry.  An  engagement  look  place  about  10 
o'clock  yesterday  morning,  which  lasted  until  ni^ht.  A 
pilot  in  the  employment  of  the  United  Slates  at  tuis  bar, 
who  visited  ihc  army  to. day,  informs  me  that  our  loss 
amounted  lo  sixty  killed,  and  that  Gen.  Taylor  had  of- 
fered the  enemy  battle  again  to-day,  but  it  was  declined. 
From  the  rapid  and  incessant  firinj,  particularly  of  ar- 
tillery, throughout  the  day.  I  should  infer  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  must  have  been  very  considerable.  No  further 
"arliculars  have   reached   me.     Shortly  after  ilie  aetion 

Major 


I  shall  authorize  the  raising  of  two  companies  of 
Texan  mounted  men,  for  service  in  this  quarter,  par- 
ticularly for  the  purpose  of  keeping  open  our  com- 
munication with  Point  Isabel,  and  relieving  the  re- 
gular cavalry  of  a  portion  of  their  duties,  which  ara 
now  oppressive. 

Several  resignations  of  officers  have  been  tender- 
ed since  our  arrival  here.  While  I  regret  that  such 
has  been  the  case,  I  have  still  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
throw  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  their  acceptance. 

I  am,  sir,  rery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 
Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Ji.  commandiixg. 
The  Adjutant  general  of  the  army. 


ed,  and  desire  that  the  omission  may  be  supplied  in  the 
despatch  itself  I  am  under  the  painful  necessity  of  re- 
porting that  Lieut.  Blake,  topographical  engineer,  alter 
rendering  distinguished  service  in  my  staff  during  the 
affair  of  the  Sth  inst,  accidentally  shot  himself  with  a 
pistol  on  the  following  day,  and  expired  before  night. 

It  has  been  quite  impossible  as  yet  lo  furnish  detailed 
reports  of  our  engagements  wiih  the  enemy,  or  even  ac- 
curate returns  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  Our  loss  is 
not  far  from  3  officers  and  40  men  killed,  and  13  officers 
and  100  men  wounded;  while  that  of  the  enemy  has  in 
all  probability  exceeded  300  killed;  more  than  2U0  have 
been  buried  by  us  on  the  two  fields  of  battle. 

1  have  exchanged  a  sufficient  number  of  prisoners  lo 
recover  the  command  ol  Capt.  Tiiornton.  The  wound- 
ed prisoners  have  been  sent  to  Matamoros — ihe  wound- 
ed officers  on  their  parole.  General  la  Vega  and  a  few 
other  officers  have  been  sent  to  New  Orleans,  having 
declined  a  parole,  and  will  be  reported  to  Major  Gen. 
Gaines.  I  am  not  conversant  with  the  usages  of  war 
in  such  cases,  and  beg  thai  such  provision  may  be  made 
for  these  prisoners  as  may  be  authorized  by  law.  Our 
own  prisoners  have  been  treated  with  great  kindness  by 
the  Mexican  officers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respecifully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 
Bt.  brig.  gen.  U.  S.  A.  com'dg. 

The  adjutantgeneralof  the  army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


fouit/i  mi/i(07i/ dirtston,  General  in  chief. 
To  explain   to  you  Ine  many  grounds  for  the  just 
nt  to  delend  it  against  any   attempt  that  the  encify    grievances  felt  by  the  Mexican  nation,  caused  by  the 
ke.    A  reinforcement  for  the  army  is  hourly  ex-  ;  United  States  government,   would  be  a  loss  of  lime, 


landed   from   the  squadron— a  force,  it  is  believed,  sufli. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 


pecteii  from  Galveston  and  New  Orleans 
I  am,  very  respecifully,  your  obedie^n  servant. 

Commanding  Homo  Squadron. 
Hon.  George  Bancroft, 
Secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

United  States  ship  Cumberland, 
Off  Brazos  Santiago,  May  13,  1846. 
S:r:  In  my  communication  of  the  9ih  inst.,  of  which 
a  duplicate  'is  enclosed,  ihe  depanment  was  informed 
ihai  a  battle  had  been  fought  on  the  day  previous,  be- 
tween the  American  and  Mexican  f.irces,  near  Mata 
r„r,r„=      Ou  ffic  9ih  GcH.  Taylor  continued  t"  ad 


j  and  an  insult  to  your  good  sense;  I  therefore  pass  at 
once  to  B'jch  explanations  as  I  consider  of  absolute 
necessity. 

Your  government  in  an  incredible  manner — you 
will  even  permit  me  to  say  an  extravagant  one,  if 
the  usage  or  general  rules  established  and  receired 
among  all  civilized  nations  are  regarded — has  not 
only  insulted,  but  has  exasperated  the  Mexican  na- 
tion, bearing  its  conquering  banner  to  the  Rio  BraTO 
del  Norte;  and  in  this  case,  by  explicit  and  dejinile  or- 
ders of  my  governrtunt,  which  neither  can,  will,  nor 

I  should  receive  new  outrages.     /  require  you  in  all 


towards  his  works  opposite  that  place,  the  Mexican  er- Ijomi,  ond  at  latest  in  l/i«  peremptory  term  of  twenty 
mv  under  Gen.  Arista,  falling  back  before  him,  iini  1  ^^,„. /,„„rs,  to  break  up  your  camp  and  retire  to  the  other 
within  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  American  works,  j  f^^^f^  ^j-  ^j^  river,  while  our  governments  are  regula- 
when  it  made  a  stand,  and  a  general  action  e'is"ed,  |  ^.^      j^^        jj^^  ,j^„   ^^  relation   to  Texas.     If 

which  ended  in  the  complete  route  ol  the  enem}^  All  ^  y  remaining  upon  the  soil  of  the  depart- 
^mru^n-^^lr-tf^Xg^'L^^    o^ir  I  Lnt  C^^Tamaulip^ 


ms   alone,  must  decide  Ihe  question;  and  in  that 


li 

.mmnnition,  and  stores _.,.._._-         ,       ■  _.         i        , 

ers,  among  whom  were  Gen.  la  Vega,  and  other  off^^cers  ;  and  ,       ,  -  ,         .u 

of  rank  were  captured.  The  enemy  maintained  his  case,  /  adtitse  you  (/w(  tee  accepl  (he  war  to  lo/uc/i,  with 
position'  bravely,  and  did  not  abandon  it,  without  very  so  much  injustice  on  your  part,  you  provoke  us,  and 
severe  loss.    Our  loss  is  stated  to  be  about  sixity  killed  ^  that,  on  our  part,  this  war  should  be  conducted  con- 


and  wounded.     So  signal  has  been  the  defeat,  that  it  is 
not  believed  the  enemy  will  be  able  to  assemble  in  any 
This  event,  with  the 


fRDERS  No.  60.)  Fort  Pulk,  Texas,  May  12,  1846.  force  for  a  considerable  time.  This  event,  wiili  the  ar- 
As  a  mark  of  respect  lo  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  rival  lo  day  of  nearly  one  thousand  volunteers  from  New 
public,  the  work  constructed  at  ibis  place,  to  cover  the    Orleans,  has  placed  the  army  in  perlecl  »ecurn).     it  is 


I  place,  lo  cover  111*;    wiitutio,  i,u..  p."...^"  —  -. — ^  --.  ^  -        , 

main  depot  of  the  army,  will  be  known  as  "Fort  Polk."  ,  my  intenfon  to  despatch  such  vessels  of  the  squt^droi. 
The  commanding  general  takes  this  occasion  to  ex-  i  as  are  not  in  immediate  want  of  water,  to  blockaiJe  the 
press  his  satisfaction  with  the  dispositions  made  for  the  '  Mexican  ports-leaving  the  Lawrence  to  cruise  in  nis 
defence  and  protection  of  this  point,  so  vitally  import-  neighborhood  for  the  protection  of  ihe  vessels  engatea 
ant  to  the  efficiency  and  secuntv  of  the  army.  To  in  furnishing  the  army  with  supplies. 
Major  Munroe,  the  commanding  officer,  Capi.  Sanders,  I  ani  very  f«sP^'=''"''^,,n-R 

of    Ihe  engineers.  Majors  Thomas   and    McRee.   and  |  ^  j-       ri  X,;  Sm,- ,!,,', n 

Captains  Sibley  and  rfilK.f  tin-  q,,.-   ■:,-  s    ^'    ^■■■•■:-  Commanding-  H.-me  Snu.ulron. 

ment,  Capt.  Ramsey,  of  the  oiouaoce,  and  Lieuieiunl        Hon.  Gboroe  BancruFT. 
Montgomery,  of  the  subsistence  departments,  credit  is  I         Secretary  of  the  navy,  waanipgton. 


formably  to  the  principles  eslablisbed  by  the  most 
civilized  nations:  that  is  to  say  that  the  law  of  na- 
tions and  of  war  shall  be  the  guide  of  my  operations; 
trusting  that  on  your  part  the  same  will  be  observed. 

With  this  view,  I  lender  the  considerations  due  lo 
your  person  and  respectable  office. 

God  and  liberty! 
Headquarters  at  Matamoros, 

2  o'ciocfc  P.  M.,  Jipril  12,  1846. 

PEDRO  D'AMPUDIA.   * 

Senor  Gentrid  in  ehitf  of  lite  U7tited  Stales  army,  >li 

Don  Z.  Tailor.  ..  ,        .,.-,',• 


198 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  30,  1846— WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


la  our  notice  of  the  campaign,  two  weeks  since, 
the  opinion  was  expressed  that  Point  Isabel  would 
receive  its  first,  and  we  were  greatly  in  hopes,  time- 
ly succor  from  Com.  Conner's  squadron.  The  con- 
jecture was  right,  so  far  as  exterior  forces  were 
concerned.  The  squadron  reached  that  exposed 
point  before  the  volunteers  from  New  Orleans.  But 
Gen.  Taylor's  masterly  movement  for  the  same  di- 
rection anticipated  the  squadron,  as  well  as  the  Mex- 
ican general  who  was  in  this  case  fairly  out-gener- 
alled. 

The  Union  of  May  24(/i  gives  extracts  from  the 
official  despatches  of  Commodore  Conner,  showing 
the  gallant  and  well-judged  promptitude  with  which 
that  excellent  officer,  in  pursuance  of  his  general 
instructions  from  the  navy  department,  has  brought 
his  valuable  aid  to  the  scene  of  action.  They  lud  not 
supposed  it  probable  that  his  squadron  could  have 
been  concentrated  there  so  soon  after  the  Mexican 
attack  commenced. 
Extract  of  letters   from  Commodore  Conner  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  navy,  dated      „     ,    ,     ,      , 

17.  S   Ship  Cumberland,      ) 

Off  Vera  Cruz,  May  3,  184C.  J 

The  decided  tone  of  the  manifesto  of  (he  presi- 
dent of  the  Mexican  republic,  in  connexion  with 
other  indications,  seems  to  leave  no  doubt  that  or- 
ders have  been  given  to  General  Arista  to  attack 
the  American  army  on  the  Del  Norte,  should  a  fa- 
vorable occasion  offer.  Under  the  belief  that  an  at- 
tack is  contemplated,  I  have  considered  it  advisable, 
and  have  determined  to  sail  to-morrow  morning  for 
the  Brazos  Santiago  with  the  Cumberland,  Raritan, 
Potomac,  John  Adams,  and  Somers.  The  Falmouth 
will  be  left  here  to  protect  our  interests  and  to  watch 
the  course  of  events. 

The  appearance  of  the  squadron  at  that  place, 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  considerable  reinforcement 
it  can  afford  to  our  army,  will,  I  think,  cause  the 
Mexican  generals  to  pause,  if  not  altogether  aban- 
don their  design  of  attacking  General  Taylor.  All 
accounts  concur  in  stating  the  Mexican  army  to 
amount  to  nearly  eight  thousand  men.  I  feel  assured 
the  government  has  not  the  means  of  maintaining 
this  force  for  any  length  of  lime  in  the  field;  indeed, 
there  is  not,  even  now,  a  dollar  in  the  treasury.— 
Hence  delay  will  either  cause  the  army  to  disband. 
or  another  revolution  to  take  place;  either  of  which 
events  it  is  believed,  cannot  be  otherwise  than  fa- 
vorable to  the  wishes  of  our  government  in  bringing 
about  an  amicable  settlement  of  our  difficulties  with 
Mexico.  The  latter  would  undoubtedly  contribute 
to  that  end,  as  it  would  place  in  power  men  wholly 
opposed  to  the  policy  at  present  pursued. 

Considerable  activity  has  prevailed  at  this  place 
since  my  arrival,  in  improving  and  strengthening  the 
defences  of  the  castle  and  the  town  of  Vera  Cruz  — 
As  far  as  1  am  able  to  ascertain,  there  are  now  near- 
ly if  not  quite,  two  hundred  guns  mounted  in  the 
Cattle  of  San  Juan  d'Ulloa,  and  as  many  as  fifty  in 
the  two  forts  and  walls  of  the  city  commanding  the 
anchorage.  These  guns  are  all  new,  and  of  heavy 
calibre,  most  of  them  being  thirty-two  and  forty-two 
pounders,  with  a  number  of  eight  and  ten  inch  I'aix- 
han  guns.  There  are  said  to  he  nearly  two  thousand 
men  in  the  fortress  and  about  the  same  number  in  the 
town.    I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  CO.\NER, 
Commanding  Home  Squadiun. 
lion.  George  Bancroft, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

1 .  V.  S.  Ship  CuTtiberland,      ) 

Off  the  bar  of  Brazos  Santiago,  May  8,  1846.  J 

Sir:  As  stated  in  my  communication  of  the  3d 
inst.,  the  squadron  left  the  roads  of  Sacrificios  on 
the  morning  of  the  4th,  and  has  just  anchored  off 
the  bar  of  Santiago,  where  1  have  just  been  apprized 
that  hostilities  have  actually  taken  place  some  days 
since. 

As  Iho  opportunity  by  which  I  send  this  commu- 
nication cannot  be  detained,  1  have  only  lime  to  add 
that  after  communic;atiiig  with  Gen.  Taylor,  and  as- 
certaining the  situaliiiij  of  atlair.s  at  Malamoros,  I 
shall  remain  here  no  longer  than  the  presence  of  the 
squadron  may  he  required;  after  wliich  it  will  be 
necessary  for  this  ship,  the  Potomac,  and  John  Ad 
ams  to  repair  to  Pensacola  to  replenish  their  provi 
sions  and  water.  In  the  mean  time  erders  will  be 
given  to  carry  into  execution  your  instniclions  in  re- 
lation to  the  blockade  of  the  Mexiuan  coast,  and  to 
meet  and  repel,  in  tho  most  decisive  manner,  the 
hostilities  of  the  Mexican  nation.  Some  more  small 
vessels  arc  required;  also  one  or  two  small  steam- 


boats of  a  draft  of  water  not  exceeding  eight  feet. 
These  vessels  will  be  necessary  to  enforces  strict 
blockade  of  the  coast. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully.  &c. 

b.  CONNER, 
Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
Hon.  George  Bancroft,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  lonkinj  over  the  New  Orleans  papers  and  ex- 
tras of  the  i7th  inst.  a  second  time  we  observe  a 
few  items  of  sufficient  general  interest  to  claim  a 
place  in  our  columns: 

The  following  from  the  Picayune  was  written  be- 
fore news  of  the  engagement  of  the  9th — the  last 
we  have  any  account  of — reached  New  Orleans.  It 
is  of  some  impcrlance,  however,  as  it  reveals  the 
reasons  which  determim-d  Gen.  Taylor  to  leave 
Point  Isabel  on  the  7th  inst.  for  his  encampment  op- 
posite Matamoros  before  the  arrival  of  reinforce- 
ments: 

Some  time  after  the  battle  was  begun  two  negro 
men  ran  off  from  the  army,  and  reported  at  Point 
Isabel  thai  the  day  was  going  against  the  United 
Slates  army.  The  excitement  at  the  receipt  of  the 
intelligence  may  be  more  easily  imagined  than  de- 
scribed. It  was  not  till  Gen.  Taylor  sent  in  his 
woundrd  to  the  Point,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  ensu- 
ing day,  that  the  issue  of  the  day's  bloody  business 
was  known.  The  smoke  of  the  battle  was  seen  dis- 
tinctly from  Isabel,  and  every  report  of  the  cannon 
counted.  Il  was  thoujiht  that  at  least  five  puns  a 
minute  were  diseharged. 

The  General  left  Point  Isabel  for  the  entrench- 
ments opposite  Matamoros  before  the  arrival  of  re- 
inforcements, because  he  was  apprehensive  lest  the 
enemy  might  so  surround  and  harrass  it  as  lo  render 
its  safety  doubtful.  The  enemy  has  concentrated  an 
immense  force  upon  Malamoros  and  the  neighboring 
country.  The  Mexican  soldiers  are  in  greater 
strength  than  has  been  hitherto  supposed. 

No  further  news  was  heard  from  Gen.  Taylor  af- 
ter the  evening  of  the  9th,  nor  was  any  more  firing 
heard.  We  are  informed  that  when  the  two  compa- 
nies of  Mexican  arlillery  were  seen — as  they  could 
be  from  Point  Isabel — whilst  yet  the  battle  was 
raging,  coming  down  lo  cross  Borcha  Chica,  ana 
marching  up  the  beach  to  take  possession  of  our 
boats  and  stores,  the  belief  was  Ihat  Gen.  Taylor 
had  been  cut  off.  Such  a  spectacle,  taken  in  con- 
junction with  the  story  of  the  negroes  who  deserted, 
must  have  been  a  sad  one,  indeed,  to  the  few  brave 
men  who  remained  in  the  fort.  Fortunately,  the  U. 
S.  ship  Cumberland  was  at  hand  to  drive  off  this  de- 
tachment. The  Mexicans  must  have  felt  confident 
of  obtaining  a  victory,  to  have  sent  these  men  down 
to  take  charge  of  the  American  stores  before  the 
close  of  the  battle. 

The  impression  was  that  Gen.  Taylor  would  throw 
up  a  redoubt  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  remain 
there  till  the  volunteers  arrived.  This  was  a  con- 
jecture only,  as  the  general  is  one  of  those  men  who 
keep  their  own  counsel.  We  have  seen  a  letter  from 
one  of  the  ofiicers  at  Isabel,  who  thought  such  would 
be  his  course. 

Whilst  congratulating  the  country  upon  the  suc- 
cesses already  achieved,  something  is  due  to  the 
brave  men  who  have  fallen  in  battle  and  the  gallant 
officers  who  have  been  so  severely  wounded  in  the 
field.  Major  Ringgold  is  an  honor  to  the  service, 
and  a  victory  is  dear  that  is  purchased  with  the  loss 
of  such  an  officer.  Capt.  Page  we  know  well.  He 
is  as  true  a  soldier  as  ever  faced  his  country's  foe. — 
They  will  be  remembered  by  their  countrymen. 
Honor  to  the  living  and  peace  be  with  the  dead? 

A  correspondent  of  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin, 
writing  from  Point  Isabel  on  the  evening  of  the  12lh 
inst.,  remarks — 

Many  instances  occurred  of  our  men  handing 
their  canteens  to  the  wounded  Mexicans,  and  turn- 
ing from  them  to  fire  upon  others.  There  was  not  a 
single  occurrence  of  cruelty  towards  the  enemy. — 
The  morale  of  the  army  is  at  its  highest — il  can  now 
accomplish  any  thing,  and  they  would  die  for  a  com- 
mander who  dues  nut  ask  them  to  go  where  he  is  not 
willing  to  lead,  and  in  whose  judgment  they  fully 
confide. 


MEXICAN  OFFICIAL. 

PROII.A.M  ITION'  OF  A.MI'l-DlA. 

Tuthe  prmrul  inrldif  of  Ihi:  -l/Zi  miliiimj  dh-ision,  lo 
the  intiubitanli  oj  llu  intiriur  ikjiiirltmnlx  of  the  east. 
l-'ellovv  ciu-iciis:  My  most  ardcm  prayers  are  fulfilled, 
and  propiiJous  fortune  jjrunis  mc  ihe  pleasure  of  relum- 
ing lo  ilie  deparlmenis  lor  wlucli  I  have  so  much  eyin- 
paihy. 

Ill  entering  the  oasi,  ihe  LTcaincsji  of  the  enterprise 
M-liich  ilic  hiiprenio  nniional  government  hiis  thoughl 
woiihy  10  confide  lo  my  poor  abilities  doesnoi  deter  me; 
tur  your  patriotic  virlues  ond  your  courage  arc  doubtless 
i-upcrior  to  the  audacity  with  which  the  siranger  insults 
tia.i  ■  ..",'.'         '," 


Since  the  cabinet  of  Washington  removed  the  hypo- 
critical mask  which  covers  its  treason  to  support  with 
effrontery  the  usurpation  of  Texas,  effected  by  her  un- 
grateful inhabitants,  our  colonists,  my  heart  possessed 
with  a  sacred  fire,  like  that  which  every  good  Mexican 
ought  to  experience,  inspired  me  with  a  lively  desire  to 
avenge  so  great  an  insult  by  chastising  the  asgressor, 
and  in  March  of  last  year,  I  placed  my  desire  in  form 
before  the  administration  of  that  lime,  in  order  either  in 
y  own  grade,  or  that  of  the  private  soldier  with  musiet 
I  my  sltutUder,  I  might  he  permitted  to  make  that  cam- 
paign. 

It  it  be  well  then  that  publicity  was  given  to  that  pro- 
position ihrouah  the  journals,  it  is  much  more  gratifying 
to  renew  it  at  a  time  which  finds  me  among  you,  and 
ihat  at  your  side  I  shall  joyously  sacrifice  my  life  upon 
the  altars  of  the  country,  if,  for  the  happiness  of  this 
country,  so  dear  lo  :ue,  my  existence  may  be  the  victim 
which  destiny  shall  mark  out. 

Neither  by  any  motive  shall  I  be  brought  lo  forget,  nor 
shall  1  pass  in  silence  tiie  occasion  which  is  presented  to 
me,  to  offer  a  arateful  remembrance  as  a  tribute  lo  the 
inli.-.bilanis  of  Tobasco  for  the  honorable  demonstration 
of  their  esteem  fir  my  person,  and  thee.\iraordinary  ef- 
forts which  they  made  that  I  mi^ht  remain  permanently 
there;  but  to  the  country  every  thing  is  due,  and  for  its 
interest  every  other  thing  ought  lo  be  postponed;  the  rea- 
son wliv  I  am  not  still  in  the  society  of  those  estimable 
fellow  ciiizens. 

The  worthy  chief  magistrate  has  conceived  my  poor 
services  important  to  the  nation,  and  I  came  with  the 
greatest  pleasure  to  bestow  them  upon  you,  for  the  af- 
fection, indeed,  which  you  inspire  in  me;  also,  indeed, 
for  the  noble  and  patriotic  sentiments  lo  whose  influence 
our  enemies  can  oppose  no  resistance;  they  who,  as  you 
know,  to  the  scandal  of  the  Christian  world,  assist  bar- 
barous Indians  svith  arms  and  munitions,  in  order  that 
they  may  ravage  our  people.  This  ferocious  enemy  shall 
be  also  corrected,  and  we  will  chase  him  from  our  fron- 
tiers with  the  greatest  possible  brevity. 

My  heart  has  felt  the  most  gratchil  pleasure  in  wit- 
nessing the  public  demonstrations  of  joy  and  general  sa- 
lisfactioii  with  which  the  heroic  people  of  SaUillo  have 
received  the  division  which  marches  under  my  orders; 
and  no  one  ought  to  doubt  that  the  brave  men  who 
compose  it.  uniiecl  to  our  comrades  who  to  day  are  en- 
trenching themselves  on  the  field  of  battle,  will  know 
how  to  gTve  a  convincing  lesson  to  the  enemy  who  dares 
to  insult  you;  making  him  know  the  rights  and  power 
of  a  great  and  warlike  people,  highly  offended  in  its 
honor  and  integrity. 

Long  live  the  Mexican  republic!!    Long  live  the  de- 
partments of  the  east  and  i's  intrepid  defender.^!!! 
(Signed,)  PEDRO  de  AMPUDIA 

Saiiillo,  March  27ih,  lS-16. 

The  general  in-chief  of  the  4th  military  division  lo  Ihe 
inhabitants  of  Ihe  frontier. 

My  friends:  I  lefi  the  village  of ,  sick,  to  come 

and  participate  wiih  you  in  the  labors  and  glories  to 
which  the  hypocritical  ond  daring  North  American  usur- 
pers invite  us,  and  I  instantly  (oiiged  to  find  myself  up- 
on tlie  banks  of  the  Bravo,  to  salute  them  with  all  ti.e 
effusion  of  my  soul.  I  arrived  yesterday  in  this  city 
with  the  brigade  which  the  brave  Gen.  Don  Anastasio 
Torrigon  directs.  At  tins  moment  the  second  is  enter- 
ing, a°id  notwithstanding  the  necessity  which  e.\ists  for 
my  remaining  in  this  city,  lo  adjust  interesting  matters, 
I  advance,  with  a  body  of  cavalry,  by  lorced  marches; 
lor,  indeed,  you  know  nie — I  cannot  have  a  moment  of 
tranquility  while  I  am  not  with  you.  In  the  meanwhile, 
let  the  sacred  lire  of  your  country  burn  as  always  in 
your  hearts,  and  I  will  answer  you  with  victory. 

(Signed,)  PEDKO  DE  AMPUDIA. 

From  the  "Eagle  of  the  North,"  Ai,ril  tilh,  1S-J6. 

We  have  seen  with  the  grcaiesi  satisfaciioii  the  man- 
ifesto given  to  the  naiion  by  his  excellency  the  presitteiu 
lid  interim,  in  regard  to  the  correspondence  relative  to 
the  subject  of  Texas,  held  between  :he  sni.rpTne  govern- 
ment and  the  envoy  extraordinary  ol  i-ir  Ui.ucd  Slates, 
This  document  is  as  satisfactory  as  co:-^  f.i-  n..j....d  tor 
after  the  sincere  offers  miiue  at  San  L-mos  ;  t>  osi  by  ilwi 
chief  of  our  destinies;  in  it  we  si  c  >  vj-ii  uiy  ifenpiU. 
the  dilUcuh  question  which  f'f  ten  .-.ii  c.-ss,,,  yeiirs  Jue  . 
been  the  pretext  for  civil  discord,  ixn-'-  .n  i  ^,  -  h-avo  a- 
sale  guarantee  that  the  existing  entrL'enc  t;.ji-,'iiimeiil 
will  fulfil  without  delay  the  obligations  which  it  coniracl- 
ed  with  the  iiution  in  itivmg  liic  programme,  wnipji 
uiiiics  all  divi>icjns,  which  iiiuke-  opinion  unauiiiiuus 
upon  independence,  :lie  cuhnmalitig  point  of  our  so. 
eial  exigencies. 

it  IS  true  war  is  not  precisely  declaretl  in  the  nidn)fe»> 
to  referred  to,  and  this  will  not  readily  snnsly  ihe  aiij(ie. 
ty  of  those  who  are  menaced  by  ilic  ironically  i:alled 
colossus  of  the  iiorih;  but,  in  addition  to  then  liems  in 
the  expressions  of  his  e.xcellenry,  the  president,  marl^eq 
indications  of  a  desire  fur  ilie  cunipaigii  so  lung  a  1111)0 
lalked  of,  a  mailer  which  has  no  little  lorce  in  the  month 
of  the  chief  magistrate  of  a  people,  it  is  also  therein  ex- 
pressed, as  a  fundamental  basis,  that  the  forced  occu- 
pation of  our  territory  by  the  United  States,  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  their  squadrons  upon  the  coasts  o|  Mexico, 
are  regarded  as  n|real  aggression;  such  is  ihe  language 
proper  for  govi  rnini  ni.i  which  desire  10  uphold  dignity 
and  decorum;  ncvu'lu-le-'-,  ilirre  will  not  be  wanting 
some  nialcvoieni  -spiiits  to  pharue  us  wiiii  not  having 
finally  declared  war,  as  if  such  an  act  were  not  the  pro- 
per duty  of  congress,  lor  which  they  are  legally  usseni- 
bled,  and  who  will  liiid  qo  (Jifliculty  in  giving  their  ir- 
remcdiablo  BenicncD-       .  -j.J,,^";''^^  .,„.  '.0   ■•,j;..o';.,Jl/? 
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From  ike  "Diario  Official,"  ( city  of  Mexico, )  Jlpi-il 

mh.  1846. 

[Trnnslaled  for  the  Union.] 

MANIFESTO    OF    HIS     EXCELLENCY    THE    PKESIOGNT    AD 
INTERIM    OF    THE    REPUBLIC    TO    THE    NATION. 

On  assuming,  in  ihe  beginning  of  this  year,  the 
heavy  responsibility  of  i^niding  the  destinies  of  the 
nation  during  a  short  period,  I  determined  resolutely 
to  change  its  policy  from  the  'veak  and  peniicioiis 
system  of  temporizing,  '.vhich  Ins  been  observed 
with  regard  to  the  United  .Suaos  of  America,  n.it- 
withstanding  the  perfidy  vith  vvhicli  Ihat  govern. iin I 
prepared  for  the  occupation  of  Te.tas,  its  treaoh>'r- 
ous  violation  of  the  existing  trocitics  whiiih  guaran- 
tee the  limits  of  tlie  republir,  ja  1  the  iii^ili  m,  a^;! 
by  which  it  incorporated  one  of  our  dopartme.il- 
with  its  own  confederacy.  The  Mexican  nation  did 
not  conquer  its  independence  by  the  most  bloody 
and  heroic  sacrifices,  nor  place  itself  among  the 
civilized  powers  of  the  world  in  order  to  become  the 
sport  of  a  neighboring  nation,  which,  taking  advan- 
tage of  our  quarrels  and  unfortunate  disturbances, 
and  the  exaggerated  idea  of  our  weakness,  lounded 
upon  them,  appeared  with  all  the  appliances  for 
conquest,  and  entered  upon  the  invasion  of  our  terri- 
tory, indulging  in  the  dream  that  it  could  extinguish 
the  manly  race  to  which  we  belong,  placing  upon 
our  foreheads  the  brand  borne  by  the  slaves  in  its 
southern  states,  destroying  our  nationality,  and 
abandoning  us  to  the  humiliating  misery  of  oblivion. 
This  magnanimous  people  which,  in  a  struggle  of 
eleven  years  of  blood  and  extermination,  proved  its 
boldness  no  less  than  its  constancy,  was  waiting  with 
impatience  to  rush  forward  into  another  war  to 
which  it  was  called  by  the  scandalous  aggressions  of 
a  government  declaring  itself  our  friend,  but  at  the 
same  time  aiming  to  prostrate  us,  relying  on  its  pow- 
er, and  not  caring  to  support  itself  on  the  titles  of 
equity  and  justice  which  all  nations  respect,  which 
strengthen  the  hopes  of  peace,  and  maintain  the 
harmony  of  the  universe.  It  was  for  this  reason 
that  the  nation  sanctioned  the  movement  which  I 
began  at  San  Luis  Potosi,  not  in  order  to  place  my- 
self in  the  painful  possession  of  power,  but  that  my 
country  may  shine  by  the  triumph  of  a  cause  which  is 
the  cause  of  the  conservative  principles  of  human 
society. 

The  old  grievances,  the  offences  against  the  Mexi- 
can nation,  which  have  been  incessantly  repeated 
since  1836,  had  been  consummated  by  the  insult  of 
sending  us  a  minister,  to  be  accredited  near  our  gov- 
ernment in  the  character  of  a  residing  minister,  as 
if  the  relations  between  the  two  republics  had  not 
suffered  any  disturbance  by  the  definitive  act  of  the 
annexation  of  Texas.  At  the  very  lime  when  Mr. 
Slidell  appeared,  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
were  occupying  our  territory,  their  squadrons  were 
threatening  our  ports,  and  preparations  were  made 
to  occupy  the  peninsula  of  the  Californias,  to  which 
the  Oregon  question  with  England  is  only  a  prelimi- 
nary; and  1  did  not  receive  Mr.  Slidell,  because 
the  dignity  of  the  nation  repelled  this  new  insult. 

In  the  meantime,  the  army  of  the  United  States 
fixed  its  encampment  at  Corpus  Christi,  and  occupied 
the  island  of  Padre  Vayin;  it  then  marched  to  Point 
Isabel,  and  the  flag  of  stars  floated  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Rio  Pravo  del  Norte,  in  front  of  the  city  of 
Matamoros,  the  American  vessels  of  war  having 
previously  seized  upon  the  navigation  of  the  river. — 
The  town  of  Laredo  was  surprised  by  a  party  of 
these  troops,  and  one  of  our  pickets  there  stationed 
waa  disarmed.  Hostilities,  therefore,  have  been  be- 
gun by  the  United  States  undertaking  new  conquests 
in  the  territories  included  in  the  departments  of  Ta- 
maulipas  and  New  Leon,  whilst  Ihe  troops  of  the 
same  states  threaten  Monterey  in  Upper  California. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  to  which  of  the  two  repub- 
lics belong  the  responsibiliiy  of  a  war,  which  might 
have  been  prevented  by  a  feeling  of  equity  and  jus- 
tice, and  of  that  respect  which  civilization  has  in- 
troduced, for  the  rights  and  property  of  all  nations 
If  Mexico  should  indolently  sutler  these  reiterated 
advances  of  a  power,  which  already  considers  itself 
mistress  and  sovereign  of  the  American  contineut, 
not  only  would  she  lose  the  importance  which  her 
population,  resources,  and  peculiar  position  have  gi- 
ven her,  ever  aince  she  raised  herself  to  be  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  but  she  would  I'all  into  shame  and 
contempt  should  slie,  wn«-n  cii  Ulenged  to  fight  for 
them,  allo.\  hcrsell  i  _  '■  ,'i'-''  "'  'he  iiilegraul 
parts  of  her  territory  uiu  .j  one.  Outrages  so  man> 
and  so  heavy,  can  no  lunger  D  borne;  and  I  have 
sent  orders  to  the  general-in-chief  of  the  division  of 
our  northeen  frontier,  to  act  in  noalilily  against  the 
army  which  is  in  h..3iility  ajaiosl  us,  to  oppose  war 
to  the  enemy,  wliien  .var.i  uicm  m;  and  invoking  the 
God  of  battles  to  preserve,  bj  the  vaiur  of  our  troops, 
the  unquestionable  right  to  our  lernt.iry,  and  ine  ho- 
nor of  our  arms,  whit-u  .il  .m  i  .iii;i.i  to  be  employ- 
ed onl/  ii)  defence  of  justice.    Our  general,  acting 


according  to  established  usages,  and  the  decided  in- 
structions given  by  my  government,  summoned  the 
general-in-chief  of  the  American  forces  to  retire  be- 
yond Ihe  river  Nueces,  the  anciont  boundary  of  I'ex- 
as,  and  the  summons  has  been  disrci;   ided. 

The  nalions  interested  in  pj-.v-nng  the  disturb- 
ance of  the  peace  which  has  .istud  so  many  years, 
and  whose  commercial  rol.iliM-;-  vilh  Ihe  IVlexican 
ivpnblic,  may  suller  injury,  sn'  the  h;ird  alternative 
1 1  vhii-h  we  are  rcdU'ed  by  the  mvasivo  policy  of 
the  United  States,  and  thU  wo  nr.Bl  snecunih  unless 
.'e  ilefend  wiih  cnerg'  our  'i.iiional  existence  thus 
threatened.  I  solemnly  announce,  that  I  do  not  de- 
clare war  against  the  government  of  the  United 
Stales  of  America,  because  it  belongs  to  llic  august 
congress  of  the  nation,  and  not  the  executive,  to  re- 
solve definitively  what  reparation  should  be  exacted 
for  such  offences.  But  the  defence  of  the  Mexican 
territory,  which  the  forces  of  the  United  Slate.s  have 
invaded,  is  an  urgent  necessity,  and  my  responsibi- 
lity to  the  nation  would  bo  immense  sliould  I  fail  to 
order  the  troops,  which  thus  act  as  enemies,  to  be 
repelled;  and  I  have  therefore  given  that  order. — 
From  this  day  begins  our  defensive  war:  and  every 
point  of  our  territory  invaded  or  attacked,  shall  be 
valiantly  defended. 

The  time  has  therefore  come  which  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Mexican  nation  have  endeavored  fruit- 
lessly to  put  off,  by  debating  Ihe  clearest  and  most 
just  titles;  and  these  having  been  contemned  we  en- 
ter into  a  necessary  contest,  which  will  secure  to  us 
the  sympathies  of  all  nations  and  governments,  which 
condemn  the  usurpations  of  the  powerful.  We  shall 
ourselves  become  strong  from  the  holiness  of  our 
cause;  and  when  every  thing  is  endangered,  our 
strength  will  correspond  with  the  exigencies  of  our 
condition.  Meanwhile  the  Mexican  nation  will  re- 
solve to  hazard  all  in  order  to  save  all;  and  it  will 
give  a  sublime  example  of  sacred  deterniinntion  to 
exhibit  that  glorious  devotion  which  has  so  often  been 
displayed  at  all  times  by  nations  maintaining  their 
independence  and  their  liberties. 

I  rejoice  with  pride  that  Providence  should  have 
destined  me  to  be  the  organ  for  announcing  the  ener- 
getic will  of  the  Mexican  republic.  Let  us  prove  in  , 
battle  that  Ihe  sons  of  the  heroes  and  martyrs  of  in- 
dependence are  animated  by  the  recollections  of 
tlieir  pure  glory;  that  valor  has  not  degenerated  in 
their  breasts,  and  that  they  are  disposed  to  sacrifice 
themselves  on  the  altars  of  their  country. 

Mexicans!  I  raise  on  this  memorable  day  the 
standard  of  independence,  on  which  you  see  inscribed 
the  illustrious  names  of  Hidalgo  and  Iturbide. — 
Rally  under  this  sacred  ensign,  leaving  all  internal 
questions  and  differences  for  a  period  of  less  peril. — 
1  have  assured  you  that  the  glory  which  I  seek  as 
the  reward  of  uiy  painful  career,  is  not  Ihat  of  the 
ambitious  man  who  regards  power  as  the  spoils  of 
rapine.  I  have  sworn  to  maintain  the  republic,  in 
all  its  just  rights,  during  the  short  period  of  my  gov- 
ernment; and  now,  while  I  urge  you  to  Ihe  struggle, 
and  warn  you  that  you  must  make  great  sacrifices,  I 
also  promise  you  that  I  shall  not  spare  my  own  blood 
when  it  shall  be  necessary. 

Mexicans!  Your  valiant  soldiers  are  about  to 
fight,  and  they  will  fight,  with  the  valor  of  heroes; 
keep  your  blessings  for  them,  and  prepare  yourselves 
to  crown  their  noble  foreheads,  or  their  tombs,  if 
they  should  fall,  when  destiny  rails  you  to  take  their 
places  in  the  ranks.  Mexico  will  conquer,  or  will 
no  longer  exist! 

National  Palace  of  Mexico,  April  23,  1846. 
MARIANA  PAREDES  Y  ARRILLAUA. 


SESPO.NSE  or  THE   STATE  AUTUOKITIES 

To  the  reipiisilions/or  ihe  army. 

We  shall  have  room  of  course,  for  only  a  few  of  liiose, 
10  serve  as  specimens  of  the  rest. 

Texas.  The  rtfiuisition  of  Gen.  Taylor  forwarded  to 
Governor  HeNDERSON,  for  troops  from  Te-vas,  wa-i  in- 
serted in  a  previous  number  of  the  Register.  It  reached 
the  governor  on  ilie'.^d  inst.  a'  Austin,  who  iin-nediaiely 
issued  the  following: 

GENERAL  ORDER  .\0.  1. 

Adjutant  general's  office,  Ausim,  Mai/  2,  1846. 

The  execuuve  has  been  olHcially  advi-ed  by  dale  o( 
26ih  nil.,  from  Gen.  '/..  Taylor,  liml  iclual  hosliliiiL  =. 
h.iv  ooinnienced  bctwten  the  M-xn:  i:s  and  the  Army 
ul  Occupation,  prov.ikeJ  by  ih.  A  vican  foe.  Under 
Ihe  authority  of  the  Uniied  ~^':'-ie  ■.  .eiuisuion  has  been 
made  upon  him  as  the  c.nel  uiagiotrate  of  the  state,  to 
call  inio  the  service  four  reginams  of  volunteer  rifle- 
men, two  regiments  of  which  to  be  mourned  and  two  on 
loot,  for  six  months,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

Relying  upon  the  unilonu  chivalry  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, the  executive  addresses  himself  lo  their  patriotism, 
and  in  the  absence  of  a  due  military  organization  makes 
tiic  fallowing  requisition  of  the  respceiive  couniies  of  ihe 
stale: 


Mounted  riflemen.  Gonzales,  I  company!  Bastrop 
and  Tnivi'i,  1;  Fayette,  1;  Colorado,  1;  Wasliiugton,  1; 
■Vu^iin  and  Fori  Bend,  1;  Brazoria  and  Matagorda,  1; 
.Iii.k>  111.  Vieioria,  Refugio,  San  Palricio,  and  Goliad,  1; 
Miiiini,  1;  Robertson  and  Brazos,  1;  Moniyoiiiery,  2; 
Liheriy,  1;  Houston,  1;  Nacogdoches,  l;San  Augusline, 
1;  Shelby,  I;  Rusk,  1;  Harrison  2. 

Rijlemnn.  Harris  and  Galveslon,  3  companies;  Bra- 
zoria and  Malngordu,  I;  Liberty,  I;  Montgomery,  2; 
Vieionii,  3;  Fort  Bend  and  Austin,  1;  Wiisliineton  and 
Braz.)S,  2;  Houston,  1;  Nacogdoches,  1;  Rusk,  1;  Snbine 
mid  San  Augustine,  1;  Shelby.  1;  Jasper  and  .Tedi-rson, 
1;  Bexar,  1. 

The  moumcd  riflemen  will  rendezvous  at  Point  Isabel, 
and  take  up  the  line  of  march  for  llial  point  ns  rapidly 
as  iho  coiiijmnies  arc  formed.  The  cominnndanis  of  ilie 
respective  coinpanies  will  forward  muster  mils  to  tlio  ad- 
jul:int  general  at  Austin  before  their  march.  Upon  their 
arrival  at  Point  Isabel,  ihey  will  be  mustered  into  ser- 
vice and  the  regimental  organization  will  take  place. 

Provisions  and  forage  are  deposited  at  Corpus  Chnsli 
for  iho  u.'>e  of  the  mounted  companies  on  llicir  way  lo 
Poiiii  Isabel.  Foot  companies  will  rendezvouse  at  Gal- 
veston  and  take  up  their  lino  of  march  for  that  place  as 
soon  as  iheir  company  organization  is  completed,  and 
forward  muster  rolls  to  the  adjutant  general.  At  Gal- 
veston, supplies  of  snhsisienee,  and  transportation  will 
be  furnished  ihcm  by  Lieut.  Kingsbury  of  the  ordnance 
department,  to  whom  commandants  of  componies  wil! 
report  upon  iheir  arrival.  The  men  are  required  lo  fur- 
nish ihemselvcs  with  good  rifles  and  equipniunis,  and  iho 
mounted  men  sufficient  ammunition  until  their  arrival 
ot  Corpus  Chrisii. 

The  organization  of  the  several  companies  will  he  ns 
follows,  viz:  1  captain;  1  1st  lieutenant;  I  2d  lieutentanl 
4  sergeants;  4  corporals;  2  musicians;  6t)  privates.  The 
commandanis  of  companies  will  provide  subsistence 
supplies  for  their  coinmnnds,  uniil  they  arrive  at  the  ren- 
dezvous, and  forward  duplicate  returns  to  the  adjutant 
general  and  conipiroller. 

WM.  G.  COOK,  adjutant  general. 

By  order  of  the  governor,  " 

J.  Pi.NcKNEY  Henderson.  '' 

A  letter  from  a  U.  S.  officer,  to  the  editor,  commnni- 
cating  the  above,  adds:  "It  is  Ihe  present  intention  of 
Gen.  Henderson  to  assume  command  of  iho  above  force 
as  commander-in-chief  the  Texas  militia." 

Kentucky. — Prompt  measures.  On  the  15th  of  fllay. 
Gov.  Owsley  received  from  Gen.  Gaines,  U.  S.  army, 
a  letter  dated  headquarters  western  divisicm.  New  Or- 
leans, May  '4th,  announcing  that  he  had  "solicited  from 
the  President  auihority  to  concentrate  upon  the  borders" 
of  ihe  Rio  Grande,  "fifty  b.ittalions,  each  baitalion  to 
consist  of  500  men,"  (of  western  volunteers,)  "to  be  ac- 
cepted into  service  of  Ihe  the  United  States  for  six 
months,  unless  sooner  discharged.  To  obviate  loss  of 
time  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  important  service,  I 
lake  ihis  occasion  to  say  that  your  excellency  would 
coniribute  much  to  fncilitatc  ihe  desired  movement  (jy 
anticipating  a  formal  requisition  from  the  department  of 
war,  by  authorizing  two,  three,  or  four  battalions  of  in- 
fantry and  riflemen,  to  be  taken  from  the  young  men 
constituting  the  chivalry  of  the  state  of  Krntiicky,  to 
organize  and  repair  lo  this  ciiy  as  soon  ns  practicable, 
where  they  shall  receive  arms,  with  every  requisite  sup- 
ply necessary  to  tlieir  health  and  comfort  ond  to  render 
them  rea^iy /or  action.  From  this  cily  Ihey  will  go  by 
good  vessels,  (steamers  i!  possible,)  to  ilie  Rio  Grande, 
near  Matamoros." 

Gov.  Owsley  on  the  IGth  wrote  in  reply  to  Genera 
Gaines:  "I  must  beg  leave,  sir,  lo  assure  you,  that  I  nd 
mire  and  appeciaie  Ihe  patriotic  zeal  and  professiona 
ardor  that  so  eminently  charactheriaes  your  commum- 
cation  to  ihis  department.  I  am  sure,  sir,  thot  the  peo- 
ple of  Kentucky  will  feel  gratified  at  the  complinient 
paid  to  their  chivalry,  by  being  thus  early  called  upon 
by  the  commanding  general  of  ihe  western  division,  to 
bear  their  part  in  the  defence  of  the  country.  Yet,  sir, 
occupying  myself  a  post  of  great  responsibility  lo  the 
citizens  of  this  slate,  my  duly  to  thcni  requires  Ihat  I 
should  await  the  authority  of  the  president,  which  you 
have  solicited,  and  which,  if  your  anticipations  are  rea- 
hzod,  miisl  neccBsariiy  reach  here  in  a  few  days.  And 
this  consideration  reconciles  me  to  the  brief  delay  oc- 
casioned by  deferring  action  until  the  receipt  of  orders 
from  the  general  governini-ni.  It  would  be  impossible, 
01  all  events,  to  raise  the  battalions  suggested  in  your 
letter,  in  time  for  ihcm  to  form  a  part  of  Hie  force  to  he 
concentrated  at  New  Orleans  "in  the  present  month." — 
The  month  is  now  more  than  half  gone,  and  os  there 
has  been  no  anticipation  in  the  public  mind,  of  such  an 
early  call  for  volunteers,  the  month  would  have  expired 
before  the  batuilions  would  be  in  readinesu  to  be  placed 
under  your  immediate  command.  I  need  not  assure 
you,  sir,  ihat  when  war  has  been  declared  by  the  United 
Slates,  Kentucky  will  bo  found  in  the  line  of  her  duty 
— true  to  her  ancient  renown  and  true  to  the  -^ll1erican 
L'mioii.  Hoping  that  the  citizen  soldiers  whose  fortune 
'  wae  to  be  nearer  the  scene  of  action  that  we  are,  ar- 
m,  o  in  lime  to  give  all  ii.-cessary  aid  to  the  gallant  offi- 
cers now  in  commanu  on  the  Rio  Grande,  T  lender  you 
my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  confidence  you 
have  reposed  in  the  volunteers  from  this  state." 

The  Lcuimllc  Legion. — After  despatching  Ihe 
above  reply,  on  the  afternoon  of  Ihe  IGth,  Gdonel 
Stephen  Ormshy,  reached  Lexington  with  the  len- 
der of  the  services  of  Ihe  volunteers  consisting 
of  eight  companies,  which  had  the  day  before  been 
reorganized  for  the  purpose  of  offering  their  ser- 
vices in  defence  of  the   country  agaiust  Ihe  Mexj 


200 


NILES'  NATIONAL   REGISTER— MAY  30,  1846— WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


cans.  Though  filled  with  pride  and  gratification  by 
the  promptitude  and  gallantry  of  the  offer,  Gov. 
Owsley,  not  having  received  a  requisition,  did  not 
feel  empowered  to  accept  it,  in  the  then  slate  of  his 
advices. 

The  Frankfort  Commomi'eallh,  of  the  19th,  from 
which  we  extract  the  above  particulars  goes  on  to 
»aj — 

"On  Sunday  afternoon,  (the  direct  mail  from 
Washington,  which  arrives  in  the  forenoon,  having 
brought  him  no  intelligence  from  the  federal  city,) 
be  received,  through  the  Cincinnati  and  Louisville 
newspapers,  accounts  of  the  action  of  congress,  au- 
thorizing the  president  to  accept  the  services  of  50,- 
000  volunteers.  Confident  that  the  step  would  but 
anticipate  the  demand  of  the  general  government  a 
few  days,  be  forthwith  caused  the  patriotic  procla- 
mation annexed  to  be  issued  and  sent  off  in  every 
direction  by  mail  and  otherwise.  Colonel  Orlando 
Brown,  the  governor's  aid,  and  Col.  A.  G.  Hodges 
were  despatched  expresses  to  Louisville,  bearing  the 
proclamation  and  a  letter  from  the  governor  to  Col. 
Ormsby,  accepting  his  Legion  jnt"  service,  and  or- 
dering its  immediate  embarcalion  for  the  scene  of 
hostilities. 

In  the  same  hour  also  were  executed  the  subjoined 
letters  to  the  war  department  and  Gen.  Gaines,  the 
latter  being  sent  by  Col.  Brown  to  be  forwarded  from 
Louisville." 

VOLUNTEERS. — PROCLAMATION  OF  THE  COVERNOR  OF 
KENTUCKY. 

ExeaUive  department,  FrimkJ'urt,  Ky  ,  May  17,  1846. 

Whereas,  from  information  this  day  informally 
received  at  this  department,  it  is  believed  that  the 
congress  of  the  United  States  has,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  president,  passed  an  act  authoriz- 
ing the  receiving  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  fifty  thousand  volunteers  to  aid  the  army  ol 
occupation  now  on  the  Kio  Grande,  or  to  give  such 
other  service  as  may  be  required  for  the  defence  ol 
our  southern  frontier  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
national  interests  and  honor:  And  whereas,  this  de- 
partment has  also  received  a  communication  from 
the  commander  of  tlie  western  division  of  the  army, 
giving  notice  of  an  application  having  been  made  to 
the  president  for  volunteers  from  Kentucky:  And 
whereas,  recent  intelligence  from  the  army  of  occu- 
pation, leaves  no  doubt  but  that  hostilities  have  been 
actually  commenced. 

Now,  therefore,  mindful  of  the  high  renown  that 
Kentucky  has  acquired  for  patriotism  and  gallantry, 
and  being  unwilling  at  a  crisis  like  this,  that  our  no- 
ble slate  should  suffer  herself  to  be  surpassed  in  de- 
votion to  the  cominon  cause  of  our  common  counlrv, 
I,  William  Owsley,  governur  of  the  commonwealih 
of  Kentucky,  do  issue  this  ray  proclamation,  appeal- 
ing to  the  pride,  the  patriotism,  and  the  chivalry  of 
Kentuckians,  hereby  urging  them  to  form  themselves 
inlo  volunteer  companies,  and  report  the  fact  of 
their  organization  to  this  department  forthwith,  sig- 
nifying to  them  my  firm  conviction  that  orders  will, 
in  a  very  few  days  be  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  empowering  and  directing  me  to 
cause  Ihem  to  be  immediately  mustered  inlo  ihe  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  at  some  point  which  will 
be  designated.  WM.  OWSLEY. 

By  the  governor. 

A.  S.  Mitchell,  asa't  aecl'y. 

In  the  same  hour  the  following  orders  were  des- 
patched by  express: 

Executive  office,  Frankfort,  Muy  17,  1846. 

Sir:  Intelligence  (roin  Washington,  just  received, 
justifies  me  in  expecting,  by  the  next  mall,  a  requi- 
sition upon  Kentucky  for  volunteeis  lor  the  Mexican 
war,  and  I  have,  therefore,  determined,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  such  requisition,  to  accept  the  services  of  the 
Louisville  Legmn,"  tendered  by  you  on  yesterday. — 
You  will,  therefore,  with  the  utmost  despatch,  em- 
bark your  Legion  on  hoard  a  fast  sailing  steamboat, 
which  you  arc  hereby  authorized  to  charter,  and  re- 
port yourself  and  Legion,  without  delay,  to  Major 
General  Edmund  Tendleton  Gaines,  commanding  the 
western  division  ol  the  U.  S.  army,  al  New  Orleans, 
who  will  supply  you  with  all  necessary  arms  and 
transports  for  speedily  reaching  the  army  of  the 
United  States  on  the  itio  Grande. 

1  have  the  honor  to  b«,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  WILLIAM  OWSLKY. 

To  Col.  Stepiien  Ohmsdv, 

Conunandant  LouiavUtt  Legion,  LouiivitU,  Ky. 

To  major  gen.  E.  P-  Goines,  cotnmanUing  western  di- 
vision, &(C. 
Executive  office,  Frankfort,  Ky.  May  17,  184G. 
Sir— Since  mailing  my  letter  to  you  of  yesterday, 
in  reply  to  yourt  uf  the  4th   instant,  1  have  received 
such  information  from   VN  ashiiigton  city,  as  satisfies 
mu  that  there  will  be  lieyuiid  duubl,  u  call  fruni  the 
general  government  on  llic  militia  ul  Kentucky.     In 
tnlicipalioD  of  tucb  call,  and   in  accordance  witb 


what  seems  to  be  your  urgent  wish,  I  have  conclud- 
ed 10  accept,  in  advance,  the  services  of  a  volunteer 
corps  which  have  been  tendered  to  me.  The  Louis- 
ville Legion,  commanded  by  col.  Stephen  Ormsby, 
composed  of  eight  companies,  has  been  accepted  and 
col.  Ormsby  directed  to  report  his  command  to  you 
immediately. 

These  men  are  of  the  gallant  sons  of  Kentucky.  I 
commend  Ihcm  to  your  kind  regard,  and  advise  you 
that  the  post  :  f  Janger  is  the  post  they  covet. 

1  have  tilt;  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  OWSLEY. 

And  the  secretary  of  war  was  duly  apprised  of 
these  proceedings,  by  a  communication  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy. 

Executive  office,  Frankfort  May  17,  1846. 
Hon.   William  L  JUarcy,  secretary  of  tear: 

Sir — Since  enclosing  to  you  this  morning,  copies 
of  the  recent  correspondence  between  maj.  general 
Gaines  and  m):^elf,  in  which  I  advised  gen.  Gaines 
that  I  should  await  the  authority  of  the  general  go- 
vernment for  embodying  a  portion  of  the  militia  of 
Kentucky,  for  service  against  the  Mexican  arms,  I 
have  received  authentic  information  that  the  general 
government  has  taken  action  in  reference  to  Ihe 
crisis  in  question. 

There  can  no  longer  be  any  doubl,  I  presume,  that 
the  citizen  soldiers  of  Kentucky  will  be  called  upon 
to  furnibh  their  quota  to  fight  in  defence  of  their 
counlry- 

Kentuckians  are  no  laggards  in  a  cause  like  this. 
The  Louisville  Legion,  a  volunteer  corps  of  the  state 
of  Kentucky,  composed  of  eight  companies,  have 
offered  their  services  in  the  expected  emergency,  and 
in  anticipation  of  a  formal  call  from  the  war  de- 
partment at  Washington,  I  have  concluded  to  ac- 
cept their  services  and  report  them  tu  gen.  Gaines, 
al  New  Orleans,  without  delay- 
Instructions  in  accordance  herewith,  have  this  in- 
stant been  sent  to  col.  Ormsby,  commandant  of  the 
Legion,  by  express,  and  1  have  the  honor  to  report 
the  same  to  Ihe  government  at  Washington. 

With  high  consideration,  1  remain  your  obeilient 
servant,         (Signed)        WILLIAM  OWSLEY. 

M\RVLAND — Call  for  Volunteees — Proclamation 

FV    THE     Governor — Executive     Department 

Annapolis. 

Whereas,  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  has 
declared  "that  a  state  of  war  exists  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  the  Republics  of  Mexico,"  and  has  au- 
thorized the  President  of  the  United  States  "to  employ 
the  Militia,  Naval,  and  Military  forces  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  to  call  for  and  accept  the  service  of  any 
number  of  Volunteers  not  exceeding  50,000,  to  serve 
l\velve  months  after  they  shall  have  arrived  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  or  to  the  end  of  the  War,  unless 
sooner  discharged,  according  to  the  time  for  which 
they  shall  have  been  mustered  into  service."  And, 
whereas,  the  President,  with  the  view  of  securing  to 
the  citizens  of  each  State  and  Territory  the  privilege 
of  participating  in  the  defence  of  their  Country,  has 
appointed  the  said  volunteer  Force  among  the  Several 
States  and  Territories;  and  has  made  his  requisition 
upon  me  for  two  Regiments  of  Infantr-y,  as  the  quota 
of  this  force  to  be  supplied  by  the  State  of  Maryland: 

Now,  therefore,  1  THOMAS  G.  PRATT,  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  do  issue  this  Pro- 
clamation, announcing  to  the  Citizens  of  Maryland, 
that  they  are  now  privileged  to  enrol  themselves 
under  the  Flag  of  their  country,  and  to  participate 
H  ith  their  fellow  citizens  of  other  Stales  in  restoring 
to  the  United  Slates  the  blessings  of  Peace. 

I  call  upon  the  Citizens  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
between  the  ages  of  18  and  45,  to  enrol  tiicmselves 
forthwith,  that  the  two  Regiments  required  of  this 
State  may  be  immediately  filled  and  mustei'cd  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  Sons  of  Maryland  have  always  obeyed  the  call 
of  patriotism  and  duly,  and  will  now  sustain  the  honor 
of  tlio  State  by  enabling  her  to  be  the  fii-sl,  or  amongst 
Iho  first,  to  oH'er  to  the  Federal  Executive,  for  muster 
inlo  the  service  of  the  country,  her  quota  of  the 
Volunteer  force  which  has  been  called  for. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  under  the  dis- 
crcUnii  allowed  him.  has  decided  that  ".i  Company  of 
Infantry  shall  consist  of  \  Captain,  1  First  Lieutenant,  1 
AVc(«i(/  l.iiHlriuinl,  4  Sergeants,  4  Corpmals,  2  .Wiisirir 
a»is,  «)ii(  01  I'rirates,' — "That  a  Kepment  shall  consist 
of  I  Colonel,  1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  1  Major,  1  Mjntant, 
1  Sergeant,  1  Hcrgeanl  Major,  1  Qjaurlcr  Master  Ser- 
geant, 2  I'rincipal  Jl/i«ricirt)«  and  10  C'oiiijianics,  ojg'fi' 
nized  as  atfiivc''''. 

Under  the  act  of  Congress,  tlic  Regimental  and 
Company  officers  are  to  be  commissioned  by  the  State 


Executive;  and  I  have  offered  the  commissions  of 
Colonels,  Lieut.  Colonels  and  Majors  to  gentlemen, 
whose  character  arid  Military  experience,  render 
them  worthy  to  lead  the  "Maryland  Line"  in  fighting 
the  battles  of  their  country. 

The  names  of  the  officers  appointed  will  be  announc- 
ed by  the  Adjutant  General,  so  soon  as  their  willing- 
ness to  accept  of  the  commissions  proffered  them  shall 
be  ascertained. 

Given undermy hand  and  IheGreatSeal  ofthe  State 
C^>^-^~i  of  Maryland,  this  21st  day  oi  May,  Anno 
<  l.  s.  >  Domini,  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and 
C"^v~)  Forty-six,  and  ofthe  Independence  of  the 
United  Stales  the  Seventieth. 

THOMAS  G.  PRATT 
Enrollment   and  Organization  of  the  Militia — 
General    Order — No.    1 — Head   Quarters    of 
Maryland  Militia, — Annapolis,  May  20th,  1846. 
To  John  N.  Watkins, 

Adjutant  General  Maryland  Militia: 
Sir: — Our  country  is  at  war  with  Mexico,  and  there 
are  indications  which  cannot  be  disregarded  of  ap- 
proaching difficulties  with  a  more  powerful  enemy. — 
It  is,  in  my  judgment  necessary,  that  the  Militia  of 
the  State  should  be  thoroughly  re-organized,  that  Mary- 
land may  be  placed  in  a  position  to  meet,  as  it  becomes 
her,  the  existing,  or  any  exigency  that  may  occur.  In 
this  organization,  it  is  essential — 

1st.  That  the  bounds  of  the  several  Brigade,  Regi- 
mental and  Company  Districts  should  be  distinctly 
defined. 
2nd.  That  efficient  Brigade,  Regimental  and  Company 

Officers  should  be  appointed. 
3rd.  That  there  should  be  an  immediate  enrollment  of 
the  men  subject  to  military  duty  within  each  milita- 
ry district;  and 
4th.  That  the  several  Brigades,  Regiments  and  Com- 
panies sliould  he  mustered  at  such  stated  periods  as 
would  ensure  a  thorough  discipline  of  tlie  entire 
militia  force  of  the  Stale. 

You  are  therefore  ordered  to  address  a  copy  of  this 
communication  to  each  Major-General,  Brigadier- 
General,  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Major,now 
in  commission,  referring  them  to  the  act  of  1834, 
chapter,  251,  and  direct  them  forthwith  to  carry  into 
effect  the  specifications  herein  prescribed  for  the  re- 
organization ofthe  militia   of  this  Slate. 

THO.MAS  G.  PRATT,  Governor, 
and  Commander  in  Chief  Md.  Militia. 

■i 

VOUCHERS   REQUIRED  FOR  EXPENDITURES. 

Head  Quarters  of  Maryland  Militia,  May  31  st  1846. 

Sir, — The  State  of  Maryland  during  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britain,  expended  a  large  sum  of  money 
in  providing  for  the  public  defence,  which  has  not 
been  refunded  by  the  General  Government,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  want  of  proper  vouchers  to  authen- 
ticate tlie  claims  of  the  State  for  such  reimbui'sements. 
The  result  has  been,  that  whilst  the  other  Stales  of 
the  Union  have  been  re-imbiirsed  for  such  expenses 
incurred  by  them,  the  State  of  Maryland  has  been 
hitherto  unable  to  have  her  claim  against  the  General 
Government  adjusted. 

To  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  a  loss  to  the  State, 
you  are  hereby  ordered  to  require  of  all  pei-sons  who 
may  be  authorized  to  expend  money,  or  deliver,  oi 
distribute  arms,  or  oUier  munitions  of  War  on  the 
part  of  this  Stale,  in  providing  for  the  public  defence, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  War  between  the  United 
States  and  tlie  Kopublic  of  Mexico,  to  take  a  duplicate 
voucher  for  such  expenditure  attested  by  some  re- 
spectable citizens  of  this  state.  You  will  immediate- 
ly transmit  a  copy  of  this  order  to  the  several  Major 
and  Brigadier  Genei^ls,  now  in  commission  or  who 
may  be  commissioned,  with  directions  to  have  Uiis 
order  properly  and  filUy  enforced. 

THOMlAS  G.  PRATT,  Governor, 
and  Commander  in  Chief  Md.  Militia. 
To  John  N.  Watkins; 

Adjutant  General  Maryland  Militia. 


"THE  OLD  MARYLAND  LlNii," 
Have  already  been  duly  rkpresekteu  in  the  Mex- 
ican war. 

This  emulation  amongst  the  clans,  is  a  valuable 
ingredient.  No  apology  is  necessary  for  its  intro- 
duction here.  Let  ulher  States  compete  for  the 
palm. 

Col.  Truman  Cross,  the  first  victim  of  the  war, 
was  a  iiaiivc  of  Maryland,  a  dcsccudanl  of  a  revo- 
lutionary officer.  .    ,,         ..       ,   ,  •  ,  ,.  |. 
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Major  Ringgold  the  second  victim,  than  whom 
no  offii  tr  of  ihe  ai.tiy  could  be  more  regretted  by 
h\^  rounlrymen,  and  few.  if  any  of  hi'i  ratik  would 
have  been  a  severer  loss  lo  the  service,  was  a  native 
of  Washington  county,  Maryland,  eldest  son  of  the 
)ate  Gen.  Samuel  Rine;?old.  His  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Gen.  John  Cadwallaiier,  a  distmguished 
citizen  of  Philadelphia  during  the  revolution.  Hav- 
ing distinguished  himself  at  the  West  Point  military 
academy  by  being  placed  one  of  the  five  at  the  head 
of  the  class,  he  graduated  in  July,  1818,  and  entered 
the  army  as  a  lieutenant.  General  Scott  perceived 
his  merit,  and  imniedialely  selected  him  for  ene  of 
bis  aids,  a  station  which  he  continued  lo  occupy  for 
several  years,  enjoying  the  confidence  and  friendship, 
as  well  as  instruction  of  one  of  the  best  tacticians 
in  this  country.  Thus  qualified,  he  became  an  in- 
valuable oflScer.  During  the  difijcullies  with  South 
Carolina  in  1832,  he  was  on  duly  on  that  station, and 
when  the  Seminole  war  o;'Curred  in  riorida,  he  was 
actively  employed,  then  captain  of  arliUery,  against 
the  Indians,  until,  like  many  other  officers  on  that 
service,  his  healih  became  impaired.  His  activity 
however  had  won  him  for  "meritorious  services,"  in 
thai  campaign,  the  rank  of  brevet  major. 

He  was  afterwards  selccled  by  the  major-general 
commanding-in-cliief  lo  organize  a  corps  of  flying 
artillery,  and  he  paid  every  possible  attention  lo  the 
i  nslruntion  and  discipline  of  this  arm  of  the  service. 
How  faithfully  he  performed  his  duly,  in  this  re- 
spect, the  wonderful  perforinances  of  his  admirable 
corps  at  Fort  McHenry  and  other  place=,  and  on  the 
FIELD  op  Palo  Alto — fully  atltsl.  He  never  re- 
covered from  the  eB'ecls  of  his  exposure  during  the 
Florida  campaign,  and  when  ordered  from  Fort  Mc- 
Henry to  join  the  army  in  Texas,  the  experienced 
surgeon  at  this  post  strongly  insisted  upon  his  physi- 
cal inability  to  go  through  with  the  campaign.  But 
he  strengthened  himself  for  duty,  and  as  far  as  known 
here,   he   was  never,  for   an   hour,  unfit  for  service 

since  he  left  the  fort.     He  fell  in  the  fierce  battle  of  ■  .        c  u 

theSthinst.,   the  same   ball   killing  his  horse  under  i  «'""'^""'!;5''     " 'S  htting  Ihe  cour 
him,  and  wounding  him  mortally.     An  accomplished  I  branch  of  the  governnicnl  should 


pointing  his  guns  to. the  same  place,  and  he  felt  as 
confident  of  hit'irig  his  marl;  as  thouih  he  had  been 
using  a  ritle.  He  had  bit  one  thing  to  regret,  and 
that  was  the  small  number  of  men  In  his  company. 
He  said  that  he  had  made  nsn  of  all  his  exertions  to 
have  his  company  increased  to  100  men,  but  without 
success.  From  the  small  number  of  his  men,  as 
they  were  disableil  at  their  guns,  ho  was  without 
others  to  take  their  places.  During  the  day  he  con- 
tinued lo  lose  strength,  but  was  free  from  pain  and 
cheerful.  He  spoke  constantly  of  the  efficiency  of 
his  guns,  and  the  brave  conduct  of  his  officers  and 
men. 

He  continued  to  grow  worse,  and  a  medical  officer 
remained  constantly  by  his  side.  Dr.  IJyrne  remain 
ed  with  him  during  the  night,  using  every  means 
which  could  be  devised  to  save  his  valuable  life,  but 
without  effect.  He  continued  lo  grow  worse  until 
one  o'clock  last  night,  when  he  expired.  He  sur- 
vived his  wounds  GO  hours;  during  all  this  time  he 
had  but  little  pain— conversed  cheerfully,  and  made 

all  his  arrangements   for    his  approaching  end  with  ;  or  hasavictorv,  freedomahero, or  hiscountry  a  na 
He  V 


His  death  has  stricken  Ihou-iands  of  hearts  ihat 
gu-h  under  the  blow,  with  feelings  which  no  ordina- 
ry public  calamity  could  have  oxciled.  He  was  ge- 
nerally known  and  appreciated  in  this  city  as  Iho 
Bayard  of  the  age— the  star  of  Ihe  war;  and  his  ca- 
reer was  watched  with    anxious   eyes  and  hearts 

That  it  would  be  glorious  no  one  doubted;  but  who 
thought  that  an  orb  so  bright  would  sink  so  eaily? — 
The  soul  of  chivalry  and  honor,  accomplished  as  a 
soldier,  lofty  as  a  patriot,  beloved  as  a  man,  it  de- 
mands an  agonizing  struggle  In  reconcile  U3  to  such 
a  sacrifice.  And  yet  it  is  a  noble  one.  In  the  flash 
of  his  fame  he  has  died,  as  he  lived — for  his  coun- 
try. The  offering  was  doubtless  a  glad  one.  Ha 
desired  no  brighter  fate  than  such  a  death;  he  could 
leave  no  richer  heritage  Ihan  such  an  example. — 
While  we  feel  as  if  destiny  had  robbed  the  future 
of  the  fame  which  such  a  nature  must  have  won, 
we  dare  not  repine  that  his  career  has  been  closed, 
in  its  morning,  with  this  sunburst  of  glory.  His 
memory  will  be  gratefully  cherished  so  long  as  hon- 


geotlemaD,  beloved  by  his  friends,  respecied  by  a 


Ihe  greatest  comjmsure  and  resignation 
buried  to-day  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  lamented  by  the 
whole  camp.  The  wounded  are  generally  doing 
very  well.     1  am  your  obedient  servant. 

J    M.  FOI.TZ, 
Surgeon  United  States  Navy. 

Respect  to  his  nifiiinri/.— Amongst  the  many  tributes 
to  the  memory  of  Major  Ringgold,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing proceeding  of  Ihe  Italtimore  county  court. — 
In  consequence  of  the  close  relation  existing  be- 
tween the  leading  counsel  in  a  case  before  the  court 
and  the  lale  Major  Ringgold,  and  in  reply  to  the 
motion  for  adjoiirnmeni,  suggested  by  Geo.  R.  Rich- 
ardcon,  esq..  Judge  Lcgrand  said  — 

In  the  motion  of   the  attorney  general,   the   court 

recognize  a  becoming  appreciation  of  the  sad  feeling 

which   the  announcement  of  the  death  of  our  brave 

townsman   has   inspired  in   the   bosom  of  our  entire 

ourt,  and  indeed  every 

xhibit  the  sincer- 

t  evidences  of  the  allliclion  wliich  all  have  sustain- 


He  was  devoted  to  his  profesMon'  and  justly  appre-  i  '^'^  '"  ">«  ^eath  of  one  w/io  surrtndered  hh  life  in  tlie 


ciated  the  high  responsibilities  of  an  officer  in  co 
mand.  He  rigidly  enforced  discipline,  at  all  times 
and  in  all  things;  and  yet,  probably,  no  officer  had 
more  entirely  the  respect,  the  confid-nce,  and  the 
affectionate  regard  of  all  his  officers  and  men,  than 
the  gallaDt  soldier  of  whom  this  brief  sketch  is 
given. 

The  deceased,  in  a  letter  to  his  immediate  friends. 


defence  of  his  country.  Custom  has  prescribed  among 
its  usual  cold  ceremonials,  the  expression  of  grief  at 
the  final  departure  of  any  distinguished  citizen;  but 
when  the  resolute  and  noble  defender  of  the  honor 
of  the  country  and  the  '.ntegrity  of  the  soil  is  swal- 
lowed up  in  the  jaws  of  death,  whilst  in  the  acl  of 
adding,  by  his  daring  intrepidity,  anothei  brilliant 
page  to  its  history,    Ihe  patnotis  heart   properly  de- 


written  just  as   the  army   was  about  to  march  for  i 'nand',  and  loi// /lare,  the  tribute  which  the  just  and 

Camp   l-abel,   (but    which   letter  was  received  only  1  E'^a'^.f"' ever  promptly  pay  to  the  gallant  dead      '^•• 

.ince  the  sad   intelligence  of  his   fall)  i'poke  of  the  |  |J«^^^3Jy_^i3^,;^^_,^7J'^^^;',,''{_f']f^P',';"^^^ 

extreme  probability  of  a  serious  rencontre  with  the    "    °'^°  '"  ""'  "' 

enemy,  and  expressed  sure  confidence  in  the  triumph 

of  our  gallant  little  army.     But  with  characterislic  .  . 

coolness  he  also  advened  lo  the  great  probability  of '  fhil^-.'"no?"r",l'!^l"^i,.'"h!   , 

his  own    fall   in  baltle;  and,  in  anticipation  of  that    ' 

event,  he  made   a  brief  will,  which  was  enclosi  d  in 

that  letter 


To 

ry- 

here  in  our  city,  and  which  the  annunciation  of  a 
uccession  of  the  glorious  vidories  of  our  arms  can- 
not dispel.  The  court,  ihert-fure,  can  have  no  diffi- 
tion,  responsive  as  is 
thai  concurrence  to  the  feelings  of  the  community 
and  of  its  own.  Major  RniiTgold  was  a  citizen  of 
Ball! more,  known  to  us  all,  lo  some  of  us  iniimalely, 
HiVpaVriotic   words   to   the  friendly  officer  „ho  |  ""."^  ^J'  "■''°"'=°"''^  "'"'  "'*'"'='°"='''='' •'"""'"•■'^''-"S- 


came  to  his  assistance  ought  not  to  be  forgotten: 
"Dont   stay    with   me:  you    have    work   to   do:    go 
ahead." 

Such  was  the  late  Major  Rixcgold. 


gentleman  of  the  hi;4hest  sense  of  bono 
and  of  the  kindliest  feelings  of  which  humanity  is 
susceptible.  He  is  gone,  bill  the  fame  his  lale  bril- 
liant conduct  won,  will  hereafler  conslilute  apart 
of  the  pride  and  history  of  lii^  country.  Let  Ihe 
Major  Ri.vggold.  The  folloiving  particulars  re-  court  stand  adjourned  until  to-  d  in-Liiv  nioniing  at 
lative  to  his  death,  are  from  a  distinguislied  officer  j  10  o'clock. 

of  the  U.  S.  navy..  j  

Camp   httbel,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del\      Major  Ringgold. — The  death  of  this  gallant  offi- 
3^orte,  lli/i  Mity,   1846-      The  numerous  friends   of  j  cer    has   elicited    warm    eulogistic  notices  from  the 


Major  Ringgold   will   doubtless  he  anxious  to  knovi 

the  particulars  aUending  h 

hasten  to  give  them  lo  you.     The  engagement  of  the 


conductors  of  the  Pliiladelphia  press.  The  Philadel- 
lia  U.  S.  G 
Among  th< 


Lieutenant  Randolph  Ridgely,  son  of  General 
Charles  Sterret  Ridgely,  of  Elkridgc,  Anne  Arundel 
county,  Maryland,  was  the  officer  upon  whom  de- 
volved Ihe  command  of  the  corps  of  flying  artillery 
afler  Major  Ringgold  received  his  mortal  wound. — 
Letters  from  the  army  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of 
the  manner  in  which  he  took  bis  batleiy  into  aclion. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  second  battle  he  was 
ordered  to  the  front,  came  rapidly  inlo  battery,  gave 
the  enemy  one  round,  and  then  dashed  on  to  the 
"charge,"  led  by  the  intrepid, 

Captain  May,  of  Ihe  2d  regiment  U.  S.  dragoons, 
whom,  if  we  may  not  exactly  claim  as  a  Marylandcr, 
(at  least  until  retrocession  is  effected  by  the  District,) 
is  at  least  more  of  a  Marylandcr  than  of  any  other 
Stale  of  the  Union.  Capl.  .May  is  a  native  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  son  of  Dr.  May,  of  that  place. 
On  organizing  the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons,  during 
Gen.  Jackson's  administration,  he  was  amongst 
Ihose  who,  from  civil  life,  received  a  commission  as 
lieutenant  in  the  corps,  and  was  ordered  to  Florida, 
where  the  regiment  was  subjected  to  severe  active 
service  against  the  Seminoles,  and  the  lieutenant 
was  entrusted  with  many  responsible  duties.  One  of 
those  led  him  into  a  personal  rencontre  with  the  ce- 
lebrated chief  of  the  tribe,  Phillip,  whose  camp  a 
charge  was  made  upon,  and  who  was  knocked  down 
and  secured  by  Lieut.  May,  at  the  moment  he  was 
raising  his  rifle  to  shoot  the  daring  young  officer. 

At  the  battle  of  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  of  the  9lh 
inst.,  the  Mi^xican  commander  had  chosen  a  judi- 
cious position,  occupying  a  defile,  and  presenting  a 
battery  in  front  of  nine  pieces  of  artillery,  whose 
fire,  if  allowed,  must  have  been  deadly  to  the  at- 
tacking aiiny.  They  had  already  commenced  a  can- 
nonade. This  was  the  crisis  of  the  day,  and  was  so 
perceived  by  the  American  commander.  Turning  to 
the  Commander  of  the  2d  dragoons, 

"Sir,"  said  Gen.  Taylor,  "your  regiment  has 
done  nolhiiig  yet.     You  musi  lake  that  battery." 

"Men,"  said  Capl.  May,  instantly,  by  way  of  re- 
ply, "■■■e  must  take  that  ballerv! — follow." 

"Chaige!"  was  the  word. 

Capl.  May  is  said  lo  have  cleared  Ihe  enemies  bat- 
tery ten  yards  in  advance  of  his  troop.  He  was 
iiioi/nled  upon  his  favorite  charger,  "Tom,"  the  same 
on  which  he  made  the  charge  upon  Phillip's  camp, 
and  who  now  received  a  severe  wound.  The  2d 
dragoons  at  the  charge  comprised  seventy  men  and 
officers,  of  »  hoai  nine  were  killed  and  eleven  were 
wounded.  Tiventy-eighl  of  their  horses  were  killed 
and  eleven  were  wounded.  Thia  i»  >Uii;  lent  proof 
that  the  Mexicans  fought  gallanily.  It  was  i.  ;  con- 
temptible enemy  thai  had  lo  be  encountered — no 
trifling   battery  that  had    to  be  carried — and  was  so 


d  is  Major  Ringgold.     His  loss  will 
8lh  was  eulirely   in   the  hands  of  the  artillery,  and  I  be   deepTy    deplored.       He    bad    acquired  and   used 

Major  R.  look  a  mostactive  and  important  part  wit!,  ;  great  skill  in  the  particular   arm    lo    which  he  gave  1  '"?"'S   °^"">  '"•"  ",=";    '°  be  carriea-ana  was  so 
it.     About  6  o'clock  he   was  struck  by  a  six  pound  !  attention.     For   nearly   twenty    years    he  has    been  :fl'^"">-   camed    and   kept.      I  hrice    the    -Mexican 

•    ■      ■■  ■'         .   .r  .    ."  J    J  dragoons   returned   to   the  charge,  and  thi"""  lo"-!. 

Ihey  as  bravely  repulsed. 

down.     Major  Ringgold    was  a  nalite  of  Maryland,  I      Oaft.  S.  H 
and    held    a   brevet    rank.     He   was,    we    believe,  a 
near   relative   of  General  G.   Cadwalladcr,  of  this 


shot.     He   was  mounted,  and  the  shot  struck  liim  at'  bringing  that    branch  "to  somelliing    like  perfection, 
right  angles,  hitting  him    in  Ihe  right  thigh,  passing    and  in  almost  the  first  occasion  for  its  u«e,  he  is  struck 


through  the  holsters  and  upper  part  of  the  shoulders 
of  his  horse,  and  then  striking  the  left  thigh,  in  the 
same   line    in    which    it    first    struck  him.     On  the 


•  evening   of    the   9th    he   reached    ilii! 


p  under  ,  city. 


Walker,    Commander   of  ihe   Texas 

Rangers.    Having,  in   our  last  number,  claimed    this 

intrepid    officer,    with   some   pride,  as   a   native   of 

Maryland,   we   feel  constrained  by  the  discourteous 

terms  in  which  his  late  affair  with  Ihe  Mexicans  has 

been  noticed  by  certain  journals,  lo  place  bis  intrepi- 

The  death  of  this  accomplished  \dity  beyond    all   question,  even  wlfi   those  ever  so 

rried  away  from  bolh  thigljs. —    officer  is  a  heavy  loss  lo  Ihe  country.     He  had  been  !  prejudiced.     We  may   premise,  by  observing,   that 

I  divided,  neither  were  the  bones    entrusted    with    Ihe    revision  of  a  system  of  tactics  '  Capl.  Walker   is   testified   to  in  Hie  Jv'ational  Intelli- 


cbarge  of  Dr.   Byrne  of  the   army.     He  was  imrae 
diately     placed    in    comfortable    quarters,    and    his 
wounds  dressed.     An  immense  mass  of  muscles  and 
integuments  were  i 
The  arteries  were  i 


The  Philadelphia  Norlh  Ainericaii  has  the  follow- 

g— 

Major  Ringgotd.- 


broken.     ]  remained    with   him  all  night.     He  had  j  for  our  army  and  devoted   much    time   and   study  lo 
but  little  pain,  and  at  intervals  had  -.  ......         .... 


cer  of  last  week,  as  having  resided  in  Ihe  city  of 
sleep.      On  I  improving  upon   the  English  and    French  system. —  ;  Washington    for   some   years    prior   lo  his  going  to 
dressing  his  wounds  in  the  morning,  ihey  presented  j  His  corps  was  as   line  a   one   as   any    service  could   i  Texas,  working  industriously  at  his  trade  as  a  house 
a  most  unfavorable  aspect,  and  there  was  but  little  ]  boast.  He  leaves  unfinished,  we  think,  a  work  which  !  carpenter. 

reaction.     During  the  night  he  gave  many  incidents  i  he  was  preparing  on  the  utility  and  praclicahilily  ot 

of  the  baltle,  and  spoke  with  much  pride  of  the  exe-    the  flying  artillery  arm    in  our  service.     Major  R.'s 

oution  of  his  shot.  He  directed  his  shot  not  only  lo  constitution  was  much  impaired  by  his  lung  cam  j  soon  distinguished  liim.  He  was  immediately  em" 
groups  and  masses  of  the  enemy,  but  to  particular  ,  paigns  in  Florida,  but  passionately  attached  t.  the  j  ployed  in  hazardous  cnterprizes  against  the  Alexi- 
men  in  their  line;  he  saw  lliem  lall,  their  places  oc  j  profession  of  arms,  be  still  remained  in  the  army  and  cans.  New  Orleans  papers  have  stated  that  Walker 
cupied  by  others,  who  in  their  turo  were  shot  down,  1  died  a  martyr  lo  his  country.  I  distinguished   himself  al  the  battle  of  Mier,   in 


Walker's   natural   enterprizing  dispoHtion  had  a 
ir  field  on  arriving  in  Texas.     His  fearless  daring 
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which  300  Texans,  under  Col.  Fisher,  encountered 
some  2000  Mexicans,  and  were  severely  defeated. — 
This  was  a  mistake  in  the  editors  alluded  to.  Walk- 
er had  been  employed  in  that  expedition,  but  having 
adventured  into  the  Mexican  territory  in  advance  of 
the  Texan  forces,  was  made  prisoner,  and  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Mexicans  during  the  battle,  and  of 
course  took  no  part  in  the  engagement.  After  the 
Texans  had  surrendered  they  were  marched  to  Ma- 
tamoros  and  thence  to  the  Castle  of  Perote  on  their 
way  to  Mexico,  and  Walker  with  them. 

For  a  time  the  prisoners  were  treated  with  some 
degree  of  kindness — but  as  they  advanced  into  the 
country,  the  Mexican  officers  under  whose  charge 
they  were,  threw  off  all  the  restraints  of  their  arti- 
cles of  agreement,  and  evinced  towards  tlicm  the 
most  unfeeling  brutality.  The  Mexican  soldiers  had  ' 
repeatedly  been  allowed  to  beat  them,  and  the  young 
officers,  whose  conduct  in  this  respect  was  very  wide- 
ly different  from  that  of  their  seniors  in  the  Mexican 
service,  treated  them  with  a  severity  as  disgraceful 
as  it  was  unjust.  On  reaching  Salado,  stung  to  des- 
peration by  the  cruelty  they  received,  they  resolved 

to  rush  upon  their  guards  and  make  their  escape. 

Among  the  privates  foremost  in  this  charge  was 
Walker.  When  the  signal  was  given  he  seized  one 
of  the  sentinels  at  the  inner  door  of  the  prison-yard, 
and  Cameron,  a  gallant  Scotchman  who  was  after- 
wards by  order  of  the  president,  shot  in  cold  blood, 
seized  the  other  Both  were  instantly  disarmed  and 
the  Texans  rushed  into  the  outer  court,  where  the 
arms  and  cartridge  boxes  were  guarded  by  150  of 
the  Mexican  infantry.  These  were  speedily  driven 
out;  and  while  the  Texans  were  arming  themselves, 
the  Mexican  cavalry,  and  a  company  of  iiirantry 
formed  in  front  of  the  outer  gate.  The  Texans 
charged  through  them,  killing  nine  or  ten  and  wound- 
ing more  and  themselves  sustaining  a  loss  of  five 
killed  and  ^t)f  wounded.  Only  about  half  of  "the 
Texans,  who  numbered  in  all  214,  were  engaged;  the 
Mexicans  numhered  300. 

The  escaped  Texans  soon  lost  their  way,  became 
involved  in  the  mountains,  were  deceived  by  false 
information,  reduced  to  the  extremities  ol  hunger 
and  thirst,  and  finally  recaptured  by  straggling  Mex- 
ican parties.  They  were  again  taken  to  Salado,  de 
cimated  by  order  of  the  commander,  and  every  tenth 
man  sliot  in  cold  blood!  The  inhuman  manner  in 
which  this  fiendish  butchery  was  conducted,  may  be 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  one  of  its  victims,  Henry 
Whaling,  was  wuunded_/;/iccii  times  before  he  was  at 
last  killed  by  one  of  his  murdereis,  who  placed  a  gun 
to  his  head  and  blew  out  his  brains. 

These  particulars  are  recorded  in  Green's  history 
of  the  Mier  expedition.  Walker's  iiarac  do:  s  hot  oc- 
cur in  any  subsequent  part  of  the  narrative;  but  he 
is  named  as  one  of  the  iiiiie  who  made  ttieir  escape 
from  the  city  of  Mexico.  The  whole  number  of 
persons  originally  engaged  in  the  expedition  wa.s  261. 
Of  these,  ten  were  killed  at  the  battle  of  Mier,  and 
six  others  subsequently  died  of  wounds  received 
there;  five  fell  in  the  attack  upon  the  guard  at  Sala- 
do, on  the  llth  of  February,  1843;  seventeen  were 
shot  at  the  decimation  ordered  by  Santa  Ana,  on  the 
25th  of  March;  one  (Capt.  Cameron)  was  shut  on 
the  25th  of  April;  five  died  in  the  inounlains  alter 
the  escape  from  prison;  and  thirty-five  died  of  suf 
fering  and  starvation  in  Mexico;  seven  were  re- 
leased through  the  intercession  of  the  American 
minister,  lour  at  that  of  the  British  raini.-tcr;  eight 
wounded  at  Mier  efl'ected  their  escape;  and  nine  es- 
caped from  Mexico,  of  whom  Walker  was  one.  lie 
was  from  Galveston,  and  is  a  native  of  Prince  George 
Maryland.  ' 

Those  who  are  certainly  best  qualified  to  judge  of 
the  recent  services  of  Capt.  Walker,  the  officers 
of  the  U.  S.  army  of  occupation,  have  raised  a  purse 
of  {JIOOO  for  Capt.  Walker,  the  brave  Texan  Ranger, 
as  an  evidence  of  their  appreciation  of  his  services. 


VOLUNTEERS      FUR     THE    ARMY    OF    INVASION. 

The  general  movement  throughout  the  country 
may  be  judged  of  from  the  following  brief  .-ummary 
which  we  take  partly  at  random  from  innunierablo 
articles  of  similar  import  which  now  crowd  the  dai- 
ly journals  from  every  direction. 

Jl/ariylotiil.— About  2CU  gallant  volunteers,  under 
the  command  of  Captains  Stewart,  Piper,  and  Stei- 
ner,  broke  up  their  camp  in  Howard's  Park  on  the 
27th  instant,  and  alter  marching  through  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  took  passage  m  the  cars  for  the  city  of 
Washington,  where  thej  designed  to  report  to  the 
commandant  ol  the  "Ulstrict  Volunteers,"  with  a 
Tiew  of  expediting  their  arrival  at  the  frontier. 

^ialinmo — J'he  "Relief  Volunteers,"  of  Montgo- 
mery, Alabama,  commanded  by  Uapiain  Elmore 
when  they  arrived  at  Mobile,  le'ccived  information 
that  the  Louisiana  requisition  was  filled,  ami  that 
they  could  nut  be  reeuivcd  into  service.  They  iuj- 
mediately  scut  an   a^oiit    to   Nuiv  Urluauj  to  solicit   ' 


'the  pnvilege  of  being  received  without  pay,  and 
u"u  ^<"=»P'<=d  them  as  part  of  the  regiment 

which  he  authorised  Colonel  Bayley  Peyton  to  raise  in 
anticipation  of  a  new  call.  They  accordingly  went 
over  on  the  16th  instant  to  take  their  places  in 
the  ranks  of  the  Louisiana  volunteers.  Another 
company  from  Alabama  went  over  with  them  to  re- 
quest the  same  privilege.  It  is  composed  of  citizens 
ot  Mobile  and  Tuscaloosa,  commanded  by  Col.  W. 
H.  Piatt. 

Loutsinna— Volunteers  pour  into  New  Orleans  en 
route  for  the  army,  from  all  directions  so  rapidly 
that  the  governor  finds  it  difficult  to  dispose  of  them' 
I  A  proclamation  has  been  issued  stating  that  the 
slate's  quota  of  four  regimeuls  is  full,  and  that  no  more 
can  be  received.  The  organization  of  Col.  Peyton's 
regiment  under  the  authority  of  Gen.  Gaines,  will 
still  continue. 

The  Legislature  of  the  stale  on  the  18th  mst.  pass- 
ed a  bill  appropriating  §200,000  for  the  equipment 
and  transportation  of  the  volunteers  to  Texas. 

The  Central  Bank,  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  19th 
placed  whatever  funds  might  bo  required  by  the  go-' 
vernor  for  the  despatch  of  the  troops  at  his  disposi- 
tion, free  ol  charge.  ^ 

h-entiicky.—The  promptitude  of  the  Kentuckians 
shows  thai  they  are  as  ready  as  ever  to  anticipate  a 
call.  VVe  notice  on  another  page  Governor  Owsley's 
proceeding.  The  Louisville  Legion  composed  of  eight 
companies,  was  to  embark  for  New  Orleans  on  the 
~4th  instant.  Some  of  the  companies  have  an  ex- 
cess of  men.  Distinguished  military  men  of  Ken- 
^icky  have  tendered  their  services  to  Governor 
Owsley. 

1  ^'",*JSr!'"™  ^""'^  of  Kentucky  on  the  18th  instant, 
placed  g2o0,000  at  the  disposition  of  the  governor 
to  enable  him  promptly  to  fulfil  any  requisition  upon 
Kentucky  for  the  southern  army. 

The  Louisville  Journal  of  the  21st  instant,  says 
ha  some  of  the  manufacturing  establishments  in 
tnat  city  have  been  compelled  to  suspend  operations 
or  want  of  hands,  so  great  is  the  number  of  opera- 
tives who  have  joined  the  army. 

Missouri— The  St.  Louis  volunteers,  numbering 
about  600,  were  to  march  to  Jefferson  barracks  on 
the  lb;h  instant,  from  which  point  they  would  em- 
bark for  the  south.  Volunteers  from  the  interior  of 
the  state  were  constantly  arriving  in  St.  Louis 

Judge  Mullanphy,  of  St.  Louis,  has  raised  !t4,500 
by  private  subscription  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
volunteers. 

At  St.  Louis  committees  have  been  appointed  at  a 
town  n.eeting  lo.soi.cit  subscriptions  in  aid  of  the 
lamilies  of  voUinteirs  from  tl.al  city 

Ohio.-The  Cincinnsli  paper,   a.inouno:;  that  one 

housandmen  m  tnat  city  are  only  waiting  lor  orders. 

In  various  other  sections  of  Ohio,  volunteer  corps  are 
lorming.  i    »  >- 

Indiana.— Two  volunteer  companies  have  been  or- 
ganized in  New  Albany,  and  Ihey  report  themselves 
ready  to  march  at  a  day's  notice.  Two  corps  have 
also  been  raised  at  Evansville. 

noosin-pluck'-A  western  editor  says,  a  strapping 
customer  who  looked  as  if  he  could  "chaw  up"  I 
half  dozen  Mexicans  at  one  meal,  without  beino-  sa- 
tished,  reached  our  city  yesterday  morning,  from  an 
interior  county  (Putnam)  in  Indiana,  for  ttm  purpose 
ol  joining  one  ol  the  volunteer  companies.  So  anx- 
ious was  he  to  enter  into  service,  thnt  he  walked  the 
entire  distance  fr  .  !n,c,  which  was  more  than  a 
^'':^:^p^' ■■'-''"■     "«i-ne  of  the  right 

/ffincis— The  St.  Louis  papers  say  three  Tolunteer 
companies  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  were  ready  to  march 
to  the  assistance  of  the  array  in  the  south,  whenever 
their  services  should  be  required. 
Jhinessee  MfmKms.— The  Nashville  Whig  of  the 
I9th  instant,  says  that  volunteers  from  every  part  of 
Tennessee  are  daily  tendering  Ihoir  services  to  Go- 
vernor Brown.  The  Whig  adds-"A  draught  will 
cer  ainly  take  place,  but  it  will  be  to  ascertain  who 
,  .shall  be  compelled  to  slay  at  home.  Tennessee  will 
be  ready  to  furnish  more  than  her  quota  of  any  num- 
ber that  may  be  needed." 

The  Nashville  Banner  says,  five  thousand  Ten- 
nesseeans  will  be  ready  whenever  their  services  are 
required. 

The  Union  liank  of  Tennessee  has  offered  a  loan 
ul  §100,000  to  the  governor  of  Tennessee,  to  equip 
the  volunteers  for  the  war. 


!  INCIDENTS  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN. 

Frcm  the  New  Orleans  Bee,  May  18 
Official  despatch  to  Ge.v.  Gai.>ies.  VVe  have  been 
politely  favored  wirh  a  perusal  of  the  official  despatch 
addressed  by  Gen.  Taylor  lo  Gen.  Games,  dated  froni 
h^s  camp  on  the  field  ot  battle,  three  miles  from  Mata- 
morus,  May  9ih  1S46,  Ii  does  notdifTer  materially  from 
ihe  accounts  of  the  two  engagemenls  already  laid  be- 
fore  the  public.  On  the  8th  Gen,  T.  drove  the  enemy 
Irom  iheir  position,  and  occupied  it  during  the  nic^ht. 

"le  loss  in  this  confiict  was  12  killed  and  39  wound- 
ed. On  the  9ih,  the  army  resumed  its  march,  until  it 
encountered  the  enemy,  protected,  as  stated  in  our  ex- 
tra, by  a  ravine,  with  ariillery  on  its  riyht.  This  baferv 
was  stormed  by  Capt,  Al ay's  company  of  dragoons.-- 
1  he  number  of  killed  and  wounded  on  our  side  could 
not  be  ascertained.  Private  accounts  make  the  numbe- 
someihmg  over  one  hundred. 

In  this  second  engagement  Lieut.  Inge,  of  the  2d  dra- 
goons Lieut.  Cochran  of  tlie  4th  infantry,  and  Lieut. 
Cliadbourne  of  the  8ih  infantry,  were  kdled.  Officers 
wounded:  Lieut.  Cols  Mcintosh  and  Payne,  Cants. 
Monigomery  and  Hooe,  Lieuts.  Gales,  Maclay  Seldeu. 
Burbank,  Jordon,  and  Fowler  of  the  infantry. 

1  he  despatch  states  that  the  forces  under  Gen.  Taylor 
were  two  thousand  three  hundred  men,  and  that  they 
had  10  contend  against  3,800  Mexicans  of  the  regular 
army  and  about  2,000  irregular  cavalry. 
1  u  j°"  opposite  Malamoros  has  been  incessantly 
nornbarded  during  one  hundred  and  sixty  hours,  durin° 
vvlnch  an  immense  number  of  shot  and  shells  were 
thrown  in  ii.  No  material  damage  has  been  sustained. 
.  e'tpressfrom  Washington  arrived  at  New  Orleans 
oiiihe  IVih  inst.  with  accounts  of  the  action  of  Presi- 
dent Polk,  and  the  cabinet  at  Washington,  on  receipt  of 
the  news  of  the  status  belli  existing  on  the  Texan  fron- 
"^^,  news  caused  great  rejoicing. 

Fhe  Galveston  Civilian,  speaking  of  Gen.  Arista's 
correspondence,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  General 
laylor,  says: 

The  plan  of  the  campaign,  and  the  instructions  from 
tjen.  Arista  3  government,  ordered  him  to  take  posses- 
sion of  Point  Isabel;  this  was  to  be  the  brief  act  of  hoa- 
iiliiy;  he  was  to  foriify  it  as  strongly  as  possible.  He 
was  likewise  ordered  to  lake  possession  of  the  mouth  of 
Ihe  river  and  fortify  ii  at  once. 

After  the  roul.  Gen.  Taylor  dispatched  Capt.  Carr. 
ot  the  dragoons,  wiih  a  guard,  to  convey  the  intelli- 
gence. 1  hey  bore  so  many  of  the  enemy's  colors  with 
them  that  they  presumed  in  the  fort  that  it  was  the  Mex- 
icans coming  up  to  make  an  assault,  it  being  dark,  and 
the  fort  hred  upon  litem,  but  fortunately  injured  no  one. 
i  he  total  number  ol  volunteers  furnished  by  the  stale 
ot  L,oiiisiana  up  to  the  18lh  inst.,  was  4,753,  and  com- 
panies were  sidl  pouring  in  from  every  direction. 

Capt.  D.  J  Ricnrdo'.s  corps  of  Ranger,  seventy-one 
incn  111  all,  had  left  for  Point  Isabel,  wi:hout  waiting  for 
their  bounty  and  caps. 


The  Government  of  the  United  States  have  purcha- 
sed the  three  vessels  which  were  built  here  last  year  for 
Mexico  ;uid  designed  as  a  sort  of  Guarda  Gustos  or 
revenue  cutters.  There  were  live  built  —two  of  wliich 
sailed  early  la.st  summer— the  renuiining  three,  owing 
to  soino  dillicultj  we  believe  about  i.aymci.t,  rei.iuiiied 
vc'sad""  """' ''"''°""'  ^?®'"»<»w  instead  of  Mexican 


The  New  OiiLEANs  Bulletin  E.\tra  of  the  19th. 
furnishes  the  following  intelligence  brought  by  the 
steamer  James  L.  Day,  Cap.  Griffin,  which  left 
Brazos  St.  Jago  on  the  16th.  inst. 

Expedition  against  Barita,  &c Captain  G.  in- 
forms us  that  General  Taylor  left  Pomt  Isabel  on  the 
morning  of  the  13tli,  with  about  two  hundred  men 
and  a  supply  of  provisions  for  the  army  at  the  camp. 
After  proceeding  a  short  distance,  however,  he  deem- 
ed it  expedient  to  return  and  increase  his  escort,  and 
take  ^^■ith  him  a  large  quantity  of  supplies.  He  did 
so,  and  took  up  his  march  agaua  for  the  camp,  on  the 
morning  of  the  14tli,  with  from  six  to  eight  hundred 
men,  a  park  of  artillery,  and  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  wagons.  He  was  met  about  midway  between 
Point  Isabel  and  the  camp,  late  on  the  evening  of  the 
15th.  Up  to  that  time  he  had  not  met  the  euemy.nor 
was  it  anticipated  tliat  he  would  encounter  opposition, 
as  the  general  imprassioii  was  that  the  enemy  had  re- 
treated from  our  soil  immediately  after  their  dis- 
astrous defeat  on  the  Stli  and  9th.  and  sought  safety 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

While  General  Taylor  was  at  Point  Isabel  he 
•eceived  intelligence  that  the  Mexicans  wore  gaUiering 
in  large  numbers  at  Barita,  a  Mexican  town,  immedi- 
ately oil  the  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande.  On  being  thus 
informed,  he  ordered  the  town  companies  of  Louisiana 
Volunteers  under  Captains  Desha  and  Stockton,  and 
a  detachment  of  United  States  infantry,  [from  Jeffer- 
son Barracks,]  numbering  in  all,  regulars  and  volun- 
teers, about  one  thousand  men,  composed  entirely  of 
inlantry,  to  proceed  to  the  attack  of  that  town. 

These  troops  embarked  on  the  morning  the  15th,  on 
the  stcamci-s  Neva,  Leo  and  Cincinnati,  and  were 
landed  at  the  Brasos  at  1  P.  M.  and  immediately 
marched  for  the  Rio  Grande;  tlie  steamers  being  or- 
dered to  ascend  the  river  and  transport  Uic  troops  and 
their  ammunition  across.  Commodore  Conner  with 
his  whole,  squadron,  consisting  of  Uie  steam  frigate 
Mississippi,  the  frigates  Cumberland,  Raritun  and 
Potomac,  slooj)  Mary,  the  brig  Lawrence,  and  the 
schr.  Santa  Aima,  at  the  same  time  weighed  anchor 
and  sailed  for  tlic  mouth   of  the   rivi'r,  intending  to 
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issist  the  troops  in  crossing  with  his  boats;  and  to  aid 
n  the  attack  with  his  men.  The  expedition  was 
inder  the  command  of  Colonel  Wilson. 

General  Taylor  intended  to  cross  the  river  at  or  near 
lis  camp,  to  take  possession  of  Matamoros,  and  the 
sxpedition  was  ordered  for  the  double  purpose  of  dis- 
odging  the  Mexicans  from  their  position  at  Barita, 
ind  assisting  General  Taylor  in  occupying  Matamoros, 
ihould  he  be  opposed. 

General  Taylor  intended  to  cross  the  river  on  a 
nidge  formed  of  the  boxes  of  his  wagons  caulked 
ight.  For  this  purpose  he  had  ordered  all  the  oakum 
It  Toint  Isabel  to  be  sent  up  to  the  camp. 

Captain  Griffin  heard  nothing  whatever  of  the  report 
that  Paredes  was  marching  to  Matamoros  with  15,000 
men,  nor  was  there  any  certainty  tiiat  tiie  Mexicans 
lad  been  reinforced,  the  general  opinion,  however, 
was  that  they  had  been. 

There  were  none  of  the  enemy  between  the  camp 
md  Point  Isabel,  if  any  remained  on  tliis  side  of  the 
river  tliey  were  above  the  camp. 

Camp  opposite  Matamoros,  May  14th — at  night. 

General  Taylor  retiu-iicd  to-night  from  Point  Isabel. 
A  party  of  Dragoons  since  his  arrival  have  swam  over 
md  brought  a  boat  from  the  opposite  side.  The  sen- 
tinel over  this  boat  loft  in  haste. 

All  the  prisoners  whom  we  had  in  Matamoros  were 
exchanged  day  before  yesterday,  besides  which,  we 
gave  our  enemy  ninety  seven  wounded  men. 

P.  S.  The  camp  is  hurraing  for  the  patriotism  of 
the  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  having  just  heard  of 
theii'  reception  cf  the  news  of  our  situation  and  the 
promptness  with  which  they  acted. 

From  lite   Picayioie  Extra,  May  19. — On  Saturday, 

the    16th,  intelligence    was   received    from   General    _ _^ ,^„.. 

Taylor  tliat  he  intended   crossing  the    Rio    Grande,  ^  [jgye  lo  prepare  for  squalls.     Ill 
just  below  his  camp,  by  making  a  bridge  with  his  wa-   ihe  last  engagements,  and   he   sc' 


command  of  Capts.   Webster  and  Taylor,  and  sailed 
for  New  Orleans  on  Satui-day  the  IGthinst. 

On  the  15th,  the  steam  schooner  Augusta,  sailed 
for  St.  Joseph,  with  all  the  wounded  that  were  able  to 
be  transported,  taken  from  the  battle  of  tlic  Sth  and 
9th  instant. 

The  New  Orloan»  Bee  of  the  20lh,  from  a  private 
correspondent  furnishes  the  following — 

Poinl  Isabel,  Maij  1.5,9  P.M. 

The  steamer  /.  L.  Day,  which  leaves  here  in  a  few 
hours,  alfoids  me  an  opporlunily  of  sending  you  a 
few  lines  of  information  from  this  place.  Wc  arriv- 
ed here,  (that  is  company  A,  to  which  I  am  allach- 
ed)  on  the  above  named  boat,  on  the  morning  of  the 
14lh,  after  a  pleasant  passage  of  three  days,  and 
found  every  thing  wearing  the  most  warlike  aspect, 
anxiously  wailing  the  hour  when  the  order  should 
be  given  to  "strike  lenls"  ami  laica  up  the  lino  of 
march  for  that  section  of  country  where  Mexicans 
most  do  congregate.  A  more  cheerful  set  of  men  the 
sun  never  shown  upon.  You  would  suppose  to  look 
upon  them,  tliat  they  were  preparing  for  a  festival 
rather  than  an  encounter  with  a  merciless  enemy — 
50  cheerful  and  light-hearted  do  they  go  about  their 
labor. 

The  report  prevalent  in  camp  at  this  time  is,  that 
the  Mexicans  are  witliin  our  immediate  vicinity  to 
the  numbi-r  of  some  six  or  seven  thousand  strong; 
as  to  its  correctness,  1  cannot  vouch,  but  certain  it 
Is,  we  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  enemy,  and  an 
attack  at  any  hour  would  surprise  no  one  here. 

General  Taylor  left  this  pljce  on  the  morning  of 
the  13lh,  for  his  camp  on  the  nver  above,  accompa- 
nied by  only  one  company  of  artillery  and  one  of 
dragoons.  He  was  dressed  in  a  simple  farmer's  ap- 
parel, and  Ins  moJe  of  coiivcjance  a  light  wagon, 
driven  by  a  negro  servant.  There  seems  to  be  little 
I  doubt,  but  lie  will  reach    his  camp  in  safety.     After 

hicli  the  general  supposition  is,  the  Mexicans  will 
nder  is  up  since 
s   determined  to 


gons.     So  far  every  thing  looked  favorable  to  his  dc- :  show  them  that  « 
sign.     The  fleet  had  sailed  from  ofl'  the  Brazos  to  tlic  j  dancing  must  not 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  were  to  send  up  detachments    the^fiddler  paid 
to  co-operate  in  tlie  attack  upon  Barita. 

Arrival  of  the  Volunteers — Exi-r-niTiON  against 
Barita — Camp  at  1'oxnt  Isabel,  Brazos,  St  Iago. 
May  16.  1846. 

Gekts.,  The  volunteer  companies  under  command 
of  Col.  3.  B.  Walton  of  the  Washington  Regiment,  on 
board  the  steamer  Jas.  L.  Day,  arrived  here  on  Thurs- 
day morning  the  14th  iust.,  after  a  very  pleasant  pas- 
sage of  three  days,  and  those  by  tlie  Telegraph  arrived 
on  the  15th  and  v/ent  immediately  into  camp.  Gen. 
Taylor  left  here  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  for  his 
camp,  with  a  large  train  of  wagons,  and  quite  a  for- 
midable train  of  artillery,  dragoons  and  infantry, 
amounting  to  some  six  or  eight  hundred.  There  was 
an  arrival  from  the  upper  camp  this  morning,  which 
passed  him  yesterday  on  his  march:  he  has  in  all  prob- 
ability ere  this  reached  his  camp 


en  the   ball   is   fairly  opened,  the 
ase  until  Ins  tune  is  played  and 


On  the  morning  of  the  15th,i-egulars  enough  to  swell ,  considered  perfectly  safe  from  any  incursions  of  the 
tlie  amount  to  about  one  thousand  embarked  on  board  i  enemy. 

the  steamers  Neva,  Leo  and  Cincinnati,  and  at  1  o'- '  During  the  eni;agement  of  the  Sth  and  9th,  about 
clock  were  landed  at  the  Brazos  Santiago,  and  took'  1,000  sailors  and  mariners  from  the  fleet,  at  anchor 
up  their  line  of  marcli  for  tlic  Rio  Grande,  all  under  off  here,  were  landed,  and  were  a  formidable  set  of 
the  command  of  Col.    Wilson;   their  march    is    for 


Barita,  situated  some  fifteen  miles  up  the  river,\vliere 
it  is  stated  the  Mexicans  are  collecting  considerable 
forces. 

The  United  States  fleet  consisting  of  the  Mississippi, 
Cimiberland,   Rarilan,    Lawrence,    v.'.    which    have  j  Rari'.an,   a 
been  here  for  some  days,  have  run  di.wn  tu  the  mouth  i  rence. 

of  the  river  and  come  to,  and  with  tlicii'  boats  will|  My  next  letter  will  doubtless  be  from  the  Ba- 
cross  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Col.  Wilson  •  rila,  for  whicti,  as  1  before  stated,  we  will  immedi- 
to  the  south  bank  of  the  river.     The  steamers  will  be  i  alely  lea»e. 

in  readiness  i.:  Barita  to  assist  in  the  transportation  !  '"  addition  to  the  information  contained  in  the 
of  arms  and  ummunition.  I  ^^°l^  ^f'-^'''  ^^  ?=;'hei-  the  following  detai  s- 

Colonel  Wilson's   command   have    with  them  two       The  forces  winch   have   left   Point  Isabel,  to  take 
J      ,      ..  ,  ui     1  ..u        .     ,  possession   of   Uiirita,  consists  ol  volunteers   under 

d»ys'  rations,  and  scarce  a  blanket,  with  no  tents  nor  ^^mmand  of  Captains  Desha  and  Stockton,  with  re- 
any  baggage  tram.  At  dark  they  had  crossed  |  g^i^^,  g^^^g^  ,o  jp^ease  the  number  to  about 
Boccachita,  and  were  on  their  mai-ch  tor  the  river, — '  one  thousand— the  whole  under  the  supervision  of 
This  mornmg,  the  16th,  the  sea  is  very  high,  and  the  [  Colonel  Wilson.  At  the  last  accounts  they  had 
weather  squally,  so  that  the  steamer  Neva  cannot  get  crossed  the  Bocca  Chica,  and  were  on  their  march  to 
to  the  sea,  and  if  it  continues  so,    must  create   some    the  river. 

distress  in  Colonel  Wilson's  camp  for  provisions  and  i  Though  our  correspondent  stales  that  General 
blankets.  *  i  Taylor  left   Point    Isabel   on   the   ]3lb,  other  letters 

List  of  Vessels   at  Brazos  Santiago,  May  16 
Schr.  Enterprize,    Trainer,    arrived  15  instant,    brig    '"S   olthe    IClh,    intelligence 

MiUidon,  arrived  14thinst.,beathard  on  the  bar,  but!  ^^"'=';^'.J;  "'l',*!"  '"'?■'''''  „  ,  ^.,  r 
,■,,,'         I       ,  !_       /^  I       r,      I         I  Grande  that  night,  by    making  a    floating    bridge  of 

v.ithont   much    damage:    schr.    Gertrude    Flanders,    ^^^  wagon  boxil     The   next   intellig.ncc  fioin  the 

arrived  10th:  brig  Apalacbicola,  arrived   Ibth:  schr.    ^^^^g(  ^^^  willdoubllessbc  fraught  w,,i rpM   as 

Mary  Einer,  of  Mobile,  arrived  16th;  brig  Virgmia,  J.  |  n  j,  „„!  to  be  supposed  lh;it   ih 


%i  Letter  from  Major  L.  J.  Beall,  to  his  brotlifr  Major  B. 

L.  Beall  daltd  Point  Isabel,  Texas,  .Ipril  27th,  1846. 
Mv  Dear  Brother, — 

I  wrote  you  a  long  letter  yesterday,  giving  you  the 
melancholy  tidings  of  the  death  of  your  son-in-law  poor 
Porter  which  1  despatched  byway  of  New  Orleans. 
This  morning,  about  half  an  hour  since,  Mr.  Catlctt  ar- 
rived, and  will  depart  immediately  for  Austin.  Gen. 
Taylor  announces  through  him  that  hostilities  have 
commenced.  I  have  now  but  a  moment  left  to  givo 
you  an  account  of  Porter's  death,  which  from  all  I  can 
learn,  was  of  a  most  cruel  nature.  He  was  sent  out 
with  a  party  often  men,  to  gain  some  intclligcnco  con- 
cerning the  late  lamented  Col  Cross,  (now  aacerttiined 
to  be  murdered.)  He  was  sent  out  on  this  duty  some 
days,  when  he  met  with  a  Mexican  sentinel  whosiiap- 
cd  his  piece  at  him  and  retreated  to  the  woods;  being 
pursued  by  the  men,  they  came  on  a  camp,  where  they 
found  nine  horses  belonging  to  the  Mexicans,  which 
they  mounted.  On  their  wayback  to  GeiiTaylor's  camp 
they  were  surrounded  by  forty  Mcxicans,and  fired  up- 
on. Pat  Flood  was  killed.  Porter  wounded,  but  not 
before  he  had  discharged  both  barrels  of  his  gun  with 
eflect.  This  occurred  during  the  heavy  rain,  and  the 
men  with  Porter  were  unable  to  discharge  their  guns, 
and  retreated  to  the  chapparel,  only  one  man  remaining 
near  enough  to  see  what  took  place  afterwards.  Flood 
was  surrounded  immediately  and  stabbed  with  knives, 
and  the  man  thinks  they  served  Porter  in  the  same 
manner  after  he  had  fallen  from  his  horse.  I  have 
only  time  to  express  the  deep  and  heartfelt  regret  that 
has  Ibllowed  this  sad  occurrence  throughout  the  army; 
and  the  feeling  of  sorrow  with  whicli  I  sympathise 
with  you  in  this  loss  to  your  family. 

A  note  from  the  camp  just  received,  informs  me  that 
a  squadron  of  dragoons  under  the  command  of  Capt 
Thornton,  has  been  surrounded  by  about  one  tliousand 
mounted  Mexicans,  and  among  other  disasters  Kano 
wa-s  killed,  and  Hardee  taken  prisoner.  Mr.  Catlctt 
is  abont  leaving;  and  I  can't  add  another  hasty  word. 
Your  affectionate  brother, 

L.    J.BEALL. 

Lieutenant  Porter.  The  Providence  Jour- 
nal publishes  a  letter  from  an  oflicur  under  Genl. 
Taylor  giving  an  account  of  the  search  for  the  body 
of  Lieut,  Porter  from  which  some  idea  of  the  nature 
of  the  campaign  may  be  derived.     The  letter  says, 

"  As  soon  as  the  news  of  Porter-s  being  shot  was 
made  certain,  I  was  ordered,  with  a  party  of  fifty  men 
and  two  officers,  to  go  and  find  his  remains,  if  possible 
and  also  get  hold  of  some  of  the  rascals  by  whom  ho 
was  killed.  I  stai-ted  at  daybreak  on  tlic  22d,  with 
two  days' rations,  having  as  guides  the  same  meh  who 
had  been  with  Porter.  We  marched,  the  first  day, 
twenty-five  miles,  and  encamped,  as  my  guides  assur- 
ed me,  within  two  miles  of  the  place  where  they  were 
fired  on. 

I  cutaplace  in  the  'chapparel,'  and  stowed  my  men 
away  so  snugly  that  you  might  have  passed  a  hundred 
times  witliout  suspecting  a  soul  was  near.  I  hoped, 
by  keeping  tlius  unseen,  and  making  a  very  early  start, 
to  come  down  upon  a  nest  of  the  scoundrels  before  they 
scattered  fortheii'  daily  scouts,  and  help  myself  to  the 
whole  of  them.  After  marchingabout  fxiurmiles,liow- 
cver,  the  next  morning,  my  guide  gave  up,  admitted 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  the  trail,  and  could  give  me 
no  farther  assistance.  All  the  other  men  who  had 
been  with  Porter  said  the  same.  They  could  tell  mc 
nothing,  save  their  belief  that  it  was  in  a  certain  direc- 
tion toward  which  they  pointed. 

My  guides  having  all  tlius  failed  me,  I  had  nothing 
to  do  but  try  my  own  resources,  so  retracing  our  foot- 
steps about  eight  miles,  I  struck  ofl'riglit  tlirough  the 
'chapparel,'  steering  by  compass  in  the  course  which 
would  1  thought,  intersect  Porter's  trail.  Of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  this  march  I  can  give  you  but  a  faint  idea. 
Most  of  my  men  were  old  Florida  soldiers,  and  they 
all  declared  that  their  worst  marches  in  its  swamps 
and  hammocks  were  play  to  this. 

The  'chapparel,  is  made  up  of  a  variety  of  strong 

gnarled  shrubs,  or  rather  bushes,  from  six  to  twenty 

feet  high,  all  bearing  thorns,  and  all  so  crooked  and 

dale  his   departure    from    the    11th.     On  the  morn- ,  twisted  that  you  cannot  look  at  them  without  squinting, 

._..ii  ...33    received    from  '  between  these  it  is  filled  up  with  prickly  near,  Spanish 

to   cross    the    Rio  '  ■  •■  ■  i     .    J  •  .     '    » 


Four  companies  of  the  regular  infantry  accompa- 
nied by  one  volunteer  company  of  artillery  and  the 
Mobile  volunteers  left  here  to-Jay  for  Barita;  a  point 
on  the  River  Grande,  where  they  will  be  joined  in 
a  few  days  by  all  the  companies  from  this  place, 
which  will  s-vell  the  number  to  some  twelve  or 
fifteen  hundred  men.  It  is  General  Taylor's  inten- 
tion to  keep  possession  of  this  point,  and  to  the  vo- 
lunteers bo  has  assigned  the  honor  of  maintaining  it. 
1  am  of  opinion  that  he  will  never  have  occasion  to 
regret  the  hour  he  placed  its  guardianship  in.  their 
hands.  At  least,  they  will,  I  am  sure,  never  dishonor 
themselves  or  the  country  whose  rights  they  are 
maintaining. 

Colonel  Forno  arrived  here  this  morning  with  five 
companies  which  increases  Hie  force  now  here  to 
1,200  men.  The  teamsters  and  laborers  number  some 
three  hundred  who  are  liable  to  be  called  on  at 
any  moment  tor  military   duty,  so  the  post  may  be 


men  to  keep  the  place  while  the  soldiers  were  absent. 
They  are  now  on  board  their  respective  vessels  and 
will  not  be  called  on  again  till  a  similar  occasion 
may  deinaml  liieir  services. 

The   vc;-'N   at   anchor   off  here   now   are — the 

steamer  iMis^i..si|ipi;  frigates  Cumberland,  Potomac, 

St.   Marys;  brigs   Somers  and   Law- 


M.  Jlood  master,  arr.  14Lh  inst.,  7  days  from   Pen-  mit  him  to  lake  possession  of  Matamoros  without 
sacolu,  with  two   companies   of  arlillerv    under  the  I  resistance.      ■'■    '       •;       •  '      ' 


sacolu,  with  two   companies  of  artillery   imder  the  I  resistance 


bayonet,  and  an  endless  variety  of  other    plants,  vines 
t^c.  all  having  the  one  common  property  of  being  full 
of  thorns,  spikes  and  prickles.     We  had  often  to  crawl, 
ans  will  per-  '  ^'"^  almost  constantly  to  walk  bent  nearly  double. 

After  peneti-ating  about  four  miles  in  this  manner, 
wo  came  at  last  to  a  thicket  of  an  entirely  different 
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character,  composed  almost  solely  of  a  dry,  white, 
thorny  bush,  without  leaves,  and  so  closely  matted  to- 
gether that  it  looked  as  if  you  could  hardly  run  your 
arm  into  it.  My  advanced  guard  halted  and  said  they 
could  not  get  through  it.  I  told  thetn  they  must  try, 
and  by  beating  the  bushes  aside  with  butts  of  their 
muskets,  they  made  a  place  large  enough  for  one  man 
to  crawl  in. 

The  labour  of  the  men  in  front  was  so  serere  that  I 
had  to  change  them  every  few  minutes,  and  by  the 
time  I  had  gone  a  mile  in  this  slow  and  painful  man- 
ner, I  saw  from  tlie  general  exhaustion  of  the  men, 
that  it  was  useless  to  attempt  getting  any  farther.  1 
then  sent  two  of  them  up  the  highest  bush  I  could  see, 
for  trees  there  were  none,  to  discover  the  nearest  out- 
let,but  in  every  direction  they  could  not  see  any  thing 
but 'chapparel.'  There  was  nothing  for  it.  therefore, 
but  to  order  and  about-face  and  take  the  back  track, 
untill  we  emerged  from  this  horrible  wilderness  of 
thorns. 

My  two  otGcers  were  almost  exhausted,  and  two  of 
the  men  taken  sick,  from  the  terible  heat  m  this  dense 
thicket,  where  not  a  breath  of  wind  could  relieve  the 
close,  sultry,  unhealtliy  atmosphere,  and  where  not  a 
drop  of  water  was  to  be  had.  When  we  got  to  water 
again  every  man  would,  I  believe,  liad  it  been  deep 
enough,  have  plunged  in  head  foremost;  fortunately 
it  was  nearly  milk  warm,  so  that  unrestrained  indul- 
gence was  not  very  likely  to  injure  them. 

My  scout  was  entirely  unsuccessful.  My  guide  had 
misled  me  so  far  wrong  that  I  could  not  get  right,  and 
was  compelled  to  return  on  the  third  day,  having 
marched  at  least  fifty. five  miles,  and  bringing  back 
nothing  save  the  thorns,  prickly  pear  needles,  and  the 
ticks,  with  which  we  were  most  abundantly  garnished. 

My  knees  and  arm,  from  the  wrist  to  the  elbow,  bore 
a  striking  resemblance  to  pin-cusliions. 

Poor  Porter  still  lies,  no  doubt,  a  prey  to  the  brig- 
ands, and  the  only  way  to  obtain  his  remains  will  be 
by  bribing  some  Slexican  to  bring  them  in.  He  has 
left  a  youngwife  and  child  utterly  destitute,  save  tlie 
pension  which,  for  five  years,  they  receive  from  the  no- 
ble generosity  of  our  country  —  twelve  dollars  and  a 
half  per  month." 

LATEST    FROM     THE    ARMY. 

The  steamer  Alabama  left  Point  Isabel  on  the  19th 
5  P.  M.  and  reached  N.  Orleans  on  the  22d.  Capt. 
Taylor  U.  S.  army  came  passenger. 

Captain  Aulick,  U.S.  navy,  in  cammand  of  500 
sailors  and  marines  from  the  squadron,  proceeded  up 
the  Rio  Grande  to  act  in  concert  with  the  detacliment 
of  the  army  which  left  Point  Isabel  under  Colonel 
Wilson,  for  the  capture  of  Barita.  The  squadron 
of  boats  reached  the  destination  first.  The  Mexicans 
abandoned  Barita,  and  the  post  was  occupied  by  Col. 
Wilson  on  the  ISlli  inst. 

Gen.  Taylor  reached  his  camp  with  the  train  of 
250  wagons  with  which  he  left  Isabel  on  the  I4ih, 
and  was  preparing  to  cross  the  Rio  Grand  about 
three  or  four  miles  from  his  camp  at  1  P.  M.  of  the 
17th  inst.,  with  a  view  of  taking  Matamoros.  As 
some  two  thousand  Mexicans  had  been  seen  to  move 
from  the  town  towards  the  mlenor,  it  is  believed  no 
fighting  would  occur.  No  firing  was  heard  from 
that  direction  before  llie  Alabama  left  Isabel. 

The  Mexicans  are  believed  to  be  snflering  dread- 
fully; without  provisions,  and  without  hospitals. — 
Their  killed  and  wounded  in  the  two  late  battles  are 
estimated  at  over  one  Ihousanil. 

The  frigate  Raritan  had  left  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  supposed  for  Vera  Cruz.  The  steamer  Mis- 
sissippi had  also  left. 

General  Smith's  command  had  commenced  their 
march  for  the  Island  of  Boca  Chica. 

The  volunteers  from  N.  Orleans  were  rapidly  ar- 
riving. Sixty  Texians  from  Galveslo.i  had  also  ar- 
rived. 


between  the  governmenls,  and  to  cultivate  the 
kindest  and  most  friendly  relations  between  the  sis- 
ter republics.  He  still  continues  to  be  animated  by 
the  same  sentiments.  It  was  his  duty  to  place  the 
country  in  a  condition  successfully  to  resist  the 
threatened  invasion  r  'r.xas  by  Mexico,  and  this 
has  been  accomp.'  ;.i  '1.-  desires,  however,  that 
all  existing  difT-i  tnc?  Iiould  be  terminated  ami- 
cably by  negoiia'-'r.n,  utid  not  by  the  sword.  He 
is  anxious  to  preserve  peace,  although  prepared  for 


Actuated  by  th 
directed  me  to  instruct 
diplomatic  agent  in  M' 
Mexican  government  w 
envoy  from  the    United 


enii 


THE    MEXICAN    WAR. 


DOCUMENTS     ACCOMPANYIMO     THE     PRESIDENT'S    MES- 
SAGE   or   MAY    Uth. 
THE       DIPLOMATIC       CORRESPONDENCE. 

(NO.    4.) 

■Mr.  liuclinnan  to  Mr.  Black. 
Department  qf  stale,  IVaahinglon.  Sept.  17,  1845. 
Information  recently  received  at  this  department 
both  from  yourself  and  others,  renders  it  probable 
that  the  Mexican  government  may  now  be  willing 
to  restore  the  diplomatic  relations  between  thu  two 
countries.  At  the  time  of  their  suspiMisiim  G'-iieral 
Almonte  was  ussuicd  ut  the  desire  Icli  Uy  i|,j.  j,,,^,. 
dent  to  adjust  amicably  erery  cause  of  complaint 


?nts,  the  president  has 
you,  in  the  absence  of  any 
cicr,,  to  ascertain  from  the 
ether  they  would  receive  an 
S'ales  entrusted  with  full 
power  to  adjust  all  the  questions  in  dispute  between 
the  two  governments.  Should  the  answer  be  in  the 
aflirmalive,  such  an  envoy  will  be  immediately  dis- 
patched to  Mexico. 

If  the  president  were  disposed  to  stand  upon  a 
mere  question  of  etiquette,  he  would  wait  until  the 
Mexican  government,  whieh  had  suspended  the  di- 
plomatic relations  between  the  two  countries,  should 
ask  that  they  may  be  restored.  But  his  desire  is  so 
strong  to  terminate  the  present  unfortunate  slate 
of  our  relations  with  that  republic  that  he  has 
consented  to  w  aive  all  ceremony  and  lake  the  initia- 
tive. 

So  soon  as  you  shall  have  received  the  answer  of 
that  government  you  will  communicate  a  copy  of  it, 
without  delay,  by  some  safe  opportunity,  to  F.  M. 
Diamond,  Esq.,  our  consul  at  Vera  Cruz.  You  will 
also  transmit  a  copy  to  this  department.  It  is  of 
great  consequence  that  you  should  use  as  much  dis- 
patch as  possible  in  executing  this  important  com- 
mission. The  future  course  of  this  government  may, 
and  probably  will,  depend  upon  the  answer  which 
you  may  receive. 

I  need  scarcely  warn  you  to  preserve  the  most  in- 
violable secrecy  in  regard  to  your  proceedings,  mak- 
ing no  communication  to  any  person,  with  the  excep- 
tion ol  Dr.  Parrott,  not  indispensable  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  object.  There  will  be  a  vessel  of 
war  at  Vera  Cruz,  ready  to  receive  your  despatch 
for  this  department,  and  to  convey  it  to  the  United 
States  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

I  shall  transmit  this  despatch,  under  an  unsealed 
cover,  but  with  the  strictest  injunctions  of  secrecy, 
to  Mr.  Dimond,  as  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  he 
should  be  acquainted  with  its  contents. 

The  president  relies  which  confidence  on  your  zeal 
and  ability  in  executing  the  important  duty  commit- 
ted to  your  charge.  I  am,  &c, 

(NO.   2.) 
Mr.  Black  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 
[Extracts. 1 
Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  oj  Jlmerka. 

Mexico,  October  17,  1845. 
I  had  the  hoTior,  on  the  lOlh  Instant,  of  receiving 
yourcommimicition  of  Ihe  I7lh  ultimo.  «  •  «  » 
On  Saturday  evening,  ihe  llth  instant,  I  obtained  a 
confidential  interview  with  the  minister  of  foreign 
relations  of  the  Mexican  republir,  in  relation  to  the 
important  charge  which  his  excellency  the  president 
of  the  United  Slates  was  pleased  to  confide  to  me, 
and  am  happy  now  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  advise 
my  government  of  a  favorable  result.  The  proceed 
ings  had  with  the  Mexican  government  in  this  affair 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  enclosed  documents, 
Nos.  1  and  2. 

No.  1  is  a  copy  of  a  confidential  communication 
addressed  by  this  consulate  to  his  excellency  Ihe 
minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment; and  No.  2  is  a  copy  of  the  said  minister's  an- 
swer to  said  communication. 

When  I  handed  the  aforesaid  communications  to 
his  excellency  on  Monday  the  13th  instant,  1  re- 
quested that  an  answer  might  be  given  as  early  as 
possible,  and  desired  to  be  informed  at  what  time  it 
would  likely  be  given.  He  promised  that  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  the  lolb,  and  requested  at  that  lime 
a  private  interview  with  me,  to  be  at  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  (not  at  the  department,  he  said,  but 
at  his  priva.e  dwelling,)  in  order,  as  he  said,  that 
Ihe  affair  might  he  kept  as  close  and  as  little  expos- 
ed to  public  view  as    possible,  to   avoid  suspicion. 

At  the  time  appointed  1  went  to  his  house.  He  (be- 
ing alone  in  his  study)  rerpived  me  cordially  and  po- 
litely, and  told  tri-  Uic  ;inii-er  was  ready,  aid  only 
wanted  his  signi.tnre,  u  hicli  lie  placed  to  it  in  my 
presence,  slatiiig,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  would 
accompany  the  answer  with  some  verbal,  frank,  and 
confidential  explanations,  which,  after  reading  to  ine 
the  answer,  ho  did  in  the  following  manner: 

\U  said  that  the  Mfxlcai,  governmer  t,  notwith- 
slHMlin^ltf.h  it  ,ir  wi;  .n,.h  .Ki;.iev.r.  and  of- 
leniled  b>  ...c  i.i.t»  ui  ii.„i  ol  >l.e  United  Slates  in  re- 
lation to  the  affairs   of  Texas,  yet   it   would  appear 


to  be  out  of  place  to  express  these  feelings  in  a  com' 
munication  of  this  nature;  and    that,  if  the  govern- 
ment  had    but    itself  to   consult,   the  expression  of 
these  feelings  would  have  been  left  out  of  the  com-  ' 
munication,  as  they  only  tend  to  irritate;  but  that  I  \ 
knew  as  well   as  he  did  that  governments  like  ours 
must  endeavor  to  reconcile  Ihe  feelings  and  opinions  ' 
of  the  people  for  their  public  acts;  and    that  1  also 
knew  very  well    that  a  strong  opposition  were  daily 
calling  the  attention  of  the  public  to,  and  scrutiniz- 
ing and  condemning  every   act  of  the  government, 
and  that  Ihe  government  endeavored  to  give  them  as 
little  pretext  as  possible;  and  therefore  wished  me  to 
make  this  explanation  to  my  government. 

And  that,  in  relation  to  the  qualities  he  had  re- 
commended to  be  possessed  by  the  person  to  be  sent 
out  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the 
settlement  of  existing  differences,  it  was  the  wish  of 
the  Mexican  government,  and  would  be  for  the  good 
of  both  countries,  that  a  person  suitable  in  every 
respect  should  be  sent,  endued  with  the  necessary 
qualities,  and  not  one  against  whom  the  government 
or  people  of  Mexico  should,  unfortunately,  enter- 
tain a  prejudice,  which  would  be  a  great  obstacle  in 

the  way  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  differences 

*  •  *  »  •  •  And 

that,  in  order  that  the  coming  of  the  commissioner 
might  no!  have  Ihe  appearance  of  being  forced  on 
them  by  threat,  his  government  wished  the  naval 
force  of  the  United  States,  n  jw  in  sight  of  Vera 
Cruz,  should  retire  from  that  place  before  his  arri 
val;  and  requested  that  I  should  inform  his  govern- 
ment, by  a  communication,  as  soon  as  I  should  know 
Ihe  fact,  of  their  having  left.  These  things  he  re- 
pealed more  than  once,  and  with  the  appearance  of 
a  great  deal  of  earnestness,  and  enjoined  it  upon  me 
not  to  fail  to  advise  my  government;  and  that  he  com- 
municated these  things  to  me  not  as  a  minister,  but 
as  an  individual  and  friend,  who  wished  for  the  good 
exit  of  the  contemplated  mission. 

Notwithstanding  my  communication  to  the  Mexi- 
can government  of  the  13lh  instant  was  ol  the  most 
confidential  character,  as  well  as  all  the  proceedings 
in  relation  to  the  aflair,  and  this  at  the  request  of 
the  Mexican  minister,  who  himself  enjoined  secrecy 
upon  me,  and  promised  the  strictest  adherence  lo  It 
on  his  part,  #  *  *  •  » 

So  you  will  be  able  lo  see  what  reliance  can  be  placed 
on  the  most  solemn  injunctions  of  secrecy,  as  far  as 
this  government  is  concerned. 

[Enclosure,  No.  l.J  • 

Mr.  Black  to  Mr.  Pcna  y  Pena. 
[Confidential.] 
Consulate  of  the  U.  States,  Mexico,  Oct.  13,  1845.     • 

The  undersigned,  consul  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America,  in  a  confidential  interview  with  his  excel- 
lency Manuel  de  la  Pena  y  Fena,  minister  for  fo- 
reign relations  and  government  of  the  Mexican  re- 
public, which  took  place  on  the  evening  of  the  llth 
instant,  had  the  honor  lo  advise  his  excellency  that 
he,  the  undersigned,  had  received  a  communication 
from  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  Stales;  and' 
having  in  that  interview  made  known  to  his  excel- 
lency the  substance  of  said  communication,  which 
contained  a  reiteration  of  the  sentiments  which,  at 
the  lime  of  the  suspension  of  the  diplomatic  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries,  had  been  expressed 
lo  General  Almonte,  and  which  were  now  renewed, 
and  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment. 

His  excellency  having  heard,  and  considered  with 
due  attention,  the  statement  read  from  the  commu- 
cation  aforesaid,  and  having  stated  Ihal,  as  the  di- 
plomatic relations  between  the  two  governments 
had  been,  and  were  still  suspended,  Ihe  present  in- 
terview could  and  should  have  no  other  character 
than  that  of  a  confidential  meeting,  which  was  as- 
sented lo,  and  only  considered  in  that  light  by  the 
undersigned. 

His  excellency  was  then  pleased  to  request  that 
Ihe  undeisigned  might,  in  the  same  confidential  man- 
ner, communicate  in  writing  what  had  thus  been 
made  known  verbally.  In  conformity  to  that  request, 
the  iindersigni'd  has  now  Ihe  hcmor  to  transmit  here- 
with that  part  of  the  cnmrnunicati'in  of  the  secretary 
of  stale  of  the  United  Stales  referred  lo,  and  is  in  the 
following  word",  viz: 

"At  the  tune  of  the  su'ipension  of  the  diplomatic 
relations  between  the  two  countries.  Gen.  Almonte 
was  assured  of  iho  desire  fell  by  the  president  to 
adjust  amicably  every  cause  of  complaint  between 
the  two  governments,  and  to  cultivate  the  kindest 
and  most  friendly  relations  between  the  sister  repub- 
lics. He  still  Continues  lo  be  animated  by  the  same 
sentiments.  He  desires  that  all  existing  difficulties 
should  be  terminated  amicably  by  negotiation,  and ^ 
iiril  by  Ihe  'word. 

•'Aciuiiiccl  liy  thi'se  senlimiiila,  the  president  has 
directed  me  to   instruct  you,  in  the  absence  of  any 
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»eriinieii'.i  n'l,  in  ?•-•  'I  'i"g.  I  liave  Ihu  ?:ili<rf'ion 
lo  assure  of  my  ooiistderalmn  and  esleem  for  you 
personally 

MA>fUEL  DE  LA  PE^fA  Y  PENA. 
Tn  John  Black,  lisq 

Consul  of  the  Uniled  Stales  at  Mexico. 

(No.    3.) 
[jMr.  Black  to  Mr.  Buchanan.] 
[Extracts.] 
Consxitalc  of  tlie  U.  S   of  .Imerica, 

Mt.tico,  October  28,  1S45. 


diplomatic  agent  in  Mexico,  tj  a-ceriain  I: -.  n  (lie 
Meiican  govenimenl  whether  they  would  receiie 
ian  envoy  from  the  Uniled  Stales,  entrusted  with  full 
power  to  adjust  all  the  questions  in  dispute  between 
the  two  governments.  Should  the  ans.ver  be  in  the 
affirmative,  such  an  envoy  will  be  immediately  dis- 
patched lo  Mexico." 

The  undersigned  can  assure  his  excellency  that  it 
is  with  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction  he  sees  in  the 
preceding  proposition  on  the  part  of  the  president 
of  the  United  Stales  (notwithstanding  the  prepara- 
tions for  war  on  both  sides)  that  a  door  is  still  left 
open  for  conciliation,  whereby  all  existing  differ- 
ences may  be  amicably  and  equitably  adjusted,  and 
the  lioiior  of  both  ualions  preserved  inviolate,  and 
their  friendly  relations  restored  and  fixed  upon  a 
firmer  foundation  Ihan  they  unfortunately  have  hi- 
therto been;  and  the  undersigned  has  reason  lo  believe 
that  ihey  will  not  be  blinded  to  their  mutual  interest, 
nor  suffer  themselves  lo  become  the  victims  of  the 
machinations  of  their  mutual  enemies. 

If  the  president  of  the  United  States  had  been 
disposed  to  stand  upon  a  mere  question  of  etiquette, 
he  would  have  waited  until  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, which  had  suspended  the  diplomatic  rela 
lions  between  the  two  countries,  shuuld  have  ask- 
ed thai  they  might  be  restored;  but  his  desire  is 
so  strong  lo  terminate  Ihe  present  unfortunate  slate 
of  our  relations  with  this  republic,  that  he  has  even 
consented  to  waive  all  ceremony,  and  lake  the  inili- 
ialive. 

Jn  view  of  what  is  hereinbefore  set  forth,  the  un- 
dersigned is  fully  persuaded  that  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment will  not  misconstrue  the  benevolent  senti- 
ments of  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  nor  mis- 
take his  motives. 

His  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  return  an  an- 
swer »  ilh  as  little  delay  as  possible;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion 
lo  renew  to  his  excellency  Manuel  de  la  Pena  y 
I  Pena,  minister  of  foreign  relations  and  government 
of  the  Mexican  republic,  the  assurances  of  his  dis 
tinguished  consideration  and  personal  regard. 

JOHN  HL.\CK. 

[Enclosure  No.  2 — Translation.] 

M:  Pena  y  Pena  to  Mr.  Black. 

[ContiJtnlial.] 

jl/exico  October  15,  1845. 
Sib:  I  have  informed  my  government  of  the  pri- 
vate conference  which  took  place  between  you  and 
myself  on  Ihe  11th  instant,  and  have  submitted  to  it 
the  confidential  letter  which  you,  in  consequence  of 
and  agreeaby  to  what  was  then  said,  addressed  to 
me  yesterday.  In  answer, //iai>e  (o  sni/ io  i/ou  (/in(, 
allhoi^h  the  Mexican  nation  is  deeply  injured  by  the 
Uniled  States,  though  the  acts  committed  by  them  in  the 
department  of  Texas,  which  belongs  to  this  nUion,  my 
government  is  disposed  to  receive  the  commissioner  of  the 
United  States  wlu)  mny  come  lo  this  capital  with  full  pow 
ersfrom  his  government  to  settle  Ihe  present  dispute  in  a 
peaceful,  reasonable,  and  honorable  manner;  thus  giving 
a  new  proof  that,  even  in  the  midst  of  its  injuries, 
and  its  firm  decision  lo  exact  adequate  reparation 
for  Ihem,  it  docs  nol  repel  with  contumely  the  mea- 
sure of  reason  and  peace  lo  which  it  is  invited  by  its 
adversary. 

As  my  government  believes  this  invitation  to  be 
made  in  good  faith,  and  with  the  real  desire  that  it 
may  lead  to  a  favorable  conclusion,  it  also  hopes 
that  the  commissioner  will  be  a  person  endowed 
with  the  qualities  proper  for  the  attainment  of  this 
end;  that  his  dignity,  prudence,  and  moderation,  and 
the  discretness  and  reasonableness  of  his  proposals, 
will  contribute  to  calm  as  much  as  possible  the  just 
irritation  of  the  Mexicans;  and,  in  fine,  that  Ihe  con- 
duct of  the  commissioner  on  all  points  may  be  such 
as  to  persuade  them  that  they  may  obtain  salisfaction 
for  their  injuries,  through  the  means  ol  reason  and 
peace,  and  without  being  obliged  lo  resort  to  those 
of  arma  and  force. 

What  my  government  requires  above  all  things  is,  i  America,  has  Ihe  honor  lo  advise  his  excellency 
that  the  mission  of  the  commissioner  of  the  United  !  Manual  de  la  Pena  y  Pena,  minister  of  foreign  rela 
States,  and  his  reception   by  us,  should  appear  to  be 


In  cnminiinicnting  this  to  the  .Mjxican  gcvcrniuent, 
the  undersigned  avails  him'e'.f  of  l.'.c  occasion  to 
renew  to  his  excellencv  Manu-!  i'  !">  Pi.,  y  Pena, 
minister  of  foreign  relalions  and  govei.i;,i. nt  of  the 
.Mexican  republic,  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished 
consideration  and  personal  esteem. 

[Enclosure  No.  2  ] 
Commodore  Contur  to  Mr.  Dimond. 

U.  S.  ship  Falmouth,  off'  Sacrificios, 
October  23,  1845. 
Uy  the  letter  of  Mr.   lilack,  which  you  were  kind 


I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  Ihe  17th  and  I  enough    lo   send    me    this    morning,  I  learn  that  Iho 


ISth  instant,  in  answer  to  your  communication  of 
the  17th  ultimo,  enclosing  lo  you  the  answer  of  the 
Mexican  government  lo  my  conimunicalion  of  the 
13th  instant.  ,  »  «  « 

The  Mexican  government  is  very  anxious  to  know 
when  they  may  expect  the  envoy  from  Ihe  U.  Stales; 
and  also  that  1  may  soon  be  able  to  give  it  the  infor- 
mation of  the  American  squadron  having  retired 
from  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz. 

We  have  rumors  every  day  that  a  revolution  is 
shortly  to  take  place,  but,  as  yet  things  are  quiet. — 
Let  this  go  as  it  will,  I  think  an  arrangement  is  safe, 
as  it  has  the  sanction  of  the  Mexican  congress  in 
secret  session. 

(No.  4.) 
Mr.  Black  lo  Mr.  Buchanan. 
[Extract,] 
Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  of  .Imerica, 
Mexico,  J^ovember  4,  1845. 

A  revolution  is  slill  talked  of  here,  but  the  go- 
vernment is  using  all  its  vigilance  to  prevent  it.  ll 
has  Its  suspicions  of  General  Paredes,  and  has  sent 
orders  for  him  to  break  up  his  cantonment  at  San 
Luis,  and  to  disperse  the  troops  to  different  parts  of 
the  republic.  He  must  either  obey  this  order,  which 
will  leave  him  without  command,  or  pronounce 
against  the  government. 

If  he  pronounces,  it  will  be  for  a  military  govern- 
ment, and,  in  that  case,  the  federalists  will  jain  the 
government  and  Paredes  will  be  put  down.  I  wish 
this  government  may  stand,  as  I  think  it  well  dis 
posed  to  arrange  all  matters  in  dispute  with  the 
Uniled  Stales.  I  hope  a  minister  will  soon  arrive  lo 
commence  and  secure  the  negotiation.  There  should 
be  no  delay. 

You  will  please  to  find  enclosed  copies  of  various 
documents  from  No.  1  lo  4  inclusive.      *    •     * 

On  the  morning  of  the  3Uth  ultimo,  Mr.  Monas 
terio,  the  chief  clerk  of  the  foreign  department  of 
Ihis  government,  called  at  lliis  consulate,  slating  thai 
he  had  come  on  the  part  of  fiis  excellency  the  min 
ister,  to  say  he  had  received  my  note  of  Ihe  29lh 
ullimo,  and  should  ans.ver  it  in  writing;  but,  io  the 
mean  time,  he  had  to  communicate  to  me  a  disagree- 
aole  occurrence  which  had  taken  place  at  Ihe  port 
of  Manzanillo;  that  an  American  -rmed  vessel  hod 
entered  the  bay  and  very  nu'fh  cii  Tmed  the  autho- 
rities of  that  place,  whici,  ■  i  li;  government  had 
received  direct  by  ex|ii.'  ;  au.i  he  offered,  it  I 
would  call  at  the  departmeiit,  lo  show  me  the  official 
account,  that  1  might  know  Ihe  particulars.  In  Ihe 
course  of  the  same  morning  I  called  as  requested, 
when  I  lound  that  the  name  of  the  vessel  did  not  cor- 
respo.id  to  any  of  our  armerl  vessels.  I  told  him  we 
had  no  vessel  of  that  name  in  our  navy.  He  replied 
that  there  might  be  a  mistake  in  the  name,  but  that 
it  was  an  armed  vessel  of  the  United  States.  I  then 
told  him  if  his  excellency  the  minister  would  give 
me  a  atatement,  in  a  confidential  communication, 
I  would  see  what  could  be  done,  and  answer  him, 
the  result  of  which  you  have  in  Nos.  3  and  4. 

[Enclosure  No.  1] 
Mr.  Black  to  Mr.  Pena  y  Pena. 
[Confidcnlial.] 
Coiisu(ii/e  vf  the  U.  S.  of  .Imerica, 
Mexico,  October  39.  1845 
The  undersigned,  consul   of  Ihe   Uniled  States  of 


proposition  to  enter  into  negolialion,  made  by  our 
government  to  that  of  lliis  country,  had  been  accept- 
ed. There  appears  to  exist,  on  the  part  of  this  go- 
vernment, some  fear  lest  they  should  be  accused  of 
being  forced  into  this  measure  by  the  hostile  atliluds 
of  the  Uniled  Stales. 

Being  fully  aware  thai  our  government  has  bad 
no  inleulion  of  ihruateniiig  this  country,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  has  always  been  actuated  by  a  sincere  de- 
sire to  heal  existing  dilierences  in  a  manner  honora- 
ble to  both  nations,  1  believe  that  1  shall  best  contri- 
bute to  such  an  arrangement  by  willidrawing  our 
naval  force  from  before  Vera  Cruz. 


[Enclosure  No.  3. — Translation.] 

.Mr.  Pena  y  Pena  to  .Vr.  Blade. 

[Private.] 

October  31,  1845. 
My  Dear  Sir:  Although  this  is  not  lo  be  under- 
stood in  any  way  as  an  intimation  of  the  reopening 
of  the  friendly  relations  at  present  inlcrrupled  be- 
tween Mexico  and  the  Uniled  Slates,  I  find  myself 
compelled,  by  an  occurrence  which  has  recently 
taken  place  on  our  coast  of  the  Pacific,  to  ad- 
dress myself  lo  you,  inasmuch  as  this  is  demanded 
by  the  very  nature  of  the  occurrence,  and  Ihe  actu- 
al slate  which  at  this  day  is  preserved  by  both  go- 
vernments. 

It  will  be  within  the  knowledge  of  the  consul  that 
a  sloop  of  war  of  his  nation,  named  tlie  "Palomila," 
is  cruising  in  the  Pacific,  for  Ihis  vessel  has  entered 
the  bay  of  the  port  of  Manzanillo,  and  a  caplain  and 
a  lieutenant  colonel  have  landed  from  lier,  who  have 
made  known  that  said  corvette  is  commanded  by 
.Mr.  Maist  Possets;  that  she  carries  twenty-two 
guns,  and  a  crew  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen  men. 
'J'he  result  being  that  the  local  authorities  look  alarm 
and  placed  themselves  in  a  posture  of  defence,  as 
was  natural  on  the  presence  of  a  ship  of  war,  and 
from  the  conduct  of  her  commander. 

The  government  ol  Mexico  has  given  its  orders 
for  the  purpose  of  suspending  for  the  present  any  act 
of  hoslilily  against  the  United  Slates,  and  limits  it- 
self lo  the  defensive,  awaiting  the  issue  of  the  ne- 
gotiation proposed  by  the  government  of  Ihe  United 
Stales  ihruugli  the  consul;  and  this  proceeding  de- 
mands, will!  slill  greater  reason,  that  on  the  part  of 
Ihe  one  which  has  taken  tlie  iniualive  in  that  nego- 
tiation, the  same  preveutative  orders  should  be  issu- 
ed to  the  respective  commanders  in  ihe  navy  of  the 
United  Slates,  in  order  that,  wliilst  the  present  slain 
quo  shall  last,  no  vessel  of  war  of  its  navy  shall  pre- 
sent itself  with  hostile  display  in  any  of  our  ports  on 
either  coast,  or  do  any  other  act  which  may  awakea 
apprehension  in  the  local  authorities  or  inhabitants 
of  those  coasts. 

This  is  very  conformable  to  the  principles  of  jus- 
lice,  and  It  will  be  an  evidence  of  proceeding  in  good 
faith,  and  wiib  sincerity  towards  the  pacific  arrange- 
ment of  ttie  pending  questions  between  Mexico  and 
the  United  Slates.  1  remain,  wilh  the  greatcat  coa- 
sideratiun. 


[Enclosure  No.  4] 
.Mr.  Black  to  Mr.  Pena  y  Pena. 
[Confidential.] 
Cotisulalc  (f  the  Uniled  Stales  of  .America, 

.Mexico,  .Yovembcr  3,  1845. 
The  undersigned,  consul    of  the  Uniled  Slates  of 
America,  has  the  honor   to  acknowledge  the  receipt 


always  absolutely  frank,  and  free  of  every  sign  of 
menace  or  coercion.  And  thus,  Mr.  Consul,  while 
making  known  to  your  government  the  disposition 
on  the  part  of  that  of  Mexico  to  receive  the  com- 
missioner, you  should  Impress  upon  it,  as  indispen- 
sable, the  previous  recall  of  the  whole  naval  force  '  squadron  from  before  Vera  Cruz 
now  lying  in  sight  of  our  port  of  Vera  Cruz.  Its 
presence  would  degrade  Mexico,  while  she  is  re- 
ceiving the  commissioner,  and  would  justly  sub- 
ject the  Uniled  Stales  to  the  imputation  of  contra- 
dicting, by  acts,  the  vehement  desire  of  conciliation, 
peace,  and  friendship  which  is  professed  and  assert- 
ed by  words. 
1  have  made  known   to  you,  Mr.  Consul,  with  th 


lions  and    government  of  the    Mexican  republic,  n, !  of  the  confidential  note  of  bis  excellency  .Manuel  da 
view  of  the   confidential    note   of  his  excellency  of }  la    Pena  y  Pena,  minister  of  foreign   relalions   and 


the  15th  instant,  in  answer  to  that  of  the  undersign-  '  government  ol  Ihe  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  31st 
ed  of  the  13lh,  and  also  of  the  verbal  request  that  !  ultimo,  in  which  the  attention  of  Ihe  undersigned  is 
the  undersigned  mighl  inform  his  excellency  of  the  i  called  to  a  disagreeable  occurrence  which  has  taken 
occurrence  of  the  wilhdra^val  of  the  American  i  place  at  the  port  of  Manzanillo,  by  the  entry  of  a 
from  before  Vera  Cruz  whenever  that  vessel  in  the  bay  of  said  port,  said  to  be  an  armed 
event  should  lake  place,  lo  cun.pliance  wiih  that  vessel  of  the  United  States,  called  the  "Palomila;" 
request,  tie  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  transmit  |  that  a  captain  and  lieutenant  colonel  had  disembark- 
herewith  to  his  excellency  a  copy  of  a  communica-    ed,  from  whoii 


lion  addressed  by  ConmrjUore  Conner,  command 
of  the  American  squadron  before  Vera  Cruz,  to  the 
American  consul,  F.  M  Diinond,  Esq.,  of  that  place, 
by  which  his  excellency  will  see  thai  the  wishes  of 
the  Mexican  government  have  been,  in  this  respect. 


brevity  which  you  desired,  the  disposition  of  my  go- 1  fully  aud  promptly  complied  with. 


it  was  ascertained  that  Ihe  said  ves- 
sel (corbela)  was  commanded  by  Maist  Possets  and 
armed  with  twenty  guns  and  two  hundred  and  thir- 
teen men;  and  that  the  authorities  of  that  place  be- 
came alarmed,  and  pul  themselves  in  a  slalc  of  de- 
fence in  consequence  of  the  appearance  of  said  ves- 
sel and  the  conduct  of  its  commander. 
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Ths  undeioisnuit  regicts  iiiuch  tliat  any  sucii  oc- 
currence has  liappeneii'lo  give  uneasiness  and  alarm 
to  Ihs  local  r'.jlhoritii^s  ol'  -Manzanillo,  and  thai  ths 
attentiou  cf  the  Mexican  government,  at  UVu  pepa- 
liar  juncture  in  Ihe  affairs  of  the  two  countries,  siiould 
be  occupied  and  disturbed  by  accounts  of  this  nature. 
But  the  undersigned  has  reason  to  believe  that,  as 
far  as  the  United  States  and  its  authorities  are  con- 
cerned, the  affiiir  has  been  misreported;  as,  in  Ihe 
first  place,  the  United  States  has  no  vessel  of  any 
description  called  the  Palomita,  nor  the  word  cor- 
responding to  it  in  En;;li3h;  neither  is  there  an  of- 
ficer in  the  whiile  United  States  navy,  from  a  mid- 
shipman to  a  commodore,  by  the  name  of  Maisi  Pos- 
sets, nor  a  vessel  at  Ihe  rale  of  tvventy  two  guns. — 
All  these  corroborating  circumstances  go  to  shosv 
that  the  said  vessel  cannot  be  un  armed  vessel  of  the 
United  States  as  reported,  in  relation  to  which  the 
Mexican  government  will  no  do  doubt  soon  be  un- 
deceived by  the  same  autlioritics  from  whom  it  has 
received  Us  information. 

His  excellency  is  further  pleased  to  state  that  the 
Mexican  government  has  given  orders  to  suspend  all 
hostile  acts  against  the  United  States  for  the  pre- 
sent, and  that  this  requires  that  like  preventilive 
orders  be  given  by  the  other  side  to  the  respective 
commanders  of  the  United  Stales  navy  during  the 
present  "sliifu  quo,"  for  United  Slates  vessels  of  war 
not  to  present  themselves  in  any  of  Ihe  Mexican 
ports,  either  of  the  north  or  south,  withhostile  show, 
nor  do  any  other  act  which  might  inspire  the  au- 
thorities and  inhabitants  of  the  said  coasts  with  sus- 
picion. 

The  undersigned  would  here  observe  that  the  go- 
vernment and  people  of  Mexico  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  government  of  the  United  Stales  is  far 
from  entertaining  any  hostile  intentions  towards 
Mexico,  as  is  ful'y  demonstrated  by  the  late  conci- 
liatory measures  moved  and  adopted  by  it  towards 
the  latter;  and  his  excelleocy  must  be  satisfied,  from 
what  has  already  transpired,  that  the  undersigned  is 
well  disposed  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  ac- 
commodate things  to  the  wishes  of  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment, as  far  as  is  consistent  with  a  discharge  of 
bis  duty  to  that  of  his  own;  and  he  would  be  as  care- 
ful not  to  oH'end  nor  wound  the  rights  and  honor  of 
Mexico,  as  he  would  be  to  defend  and  sustain  the 
rights  and  honor  of  his  own  country. 

With  reference  to  his  confidential  note  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  the  undersigned  aviles  himself  of  the  occasion 
to  renew  to  his  excellency  Manuel  de  la  Pena  y 
Pena,  minister  of  foreign  relations  and  government 
of  the  Mexican  republic,  the  assurance  of  his  dis- 
tinguished consideration  and  personal  regard. 

(No.  5.) — Mr.  Black  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 

[extrhct.J 

Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  of  America,  Mexico  Dec.  18,  1845. 

Un  Wednesday  the  3d  instant,  1  received  a  letter 
from  our  consul  at  Vera  Cruz,  dated  the  29th  of  No- 
vember, informing  me  that  a  vessel  had  just  arrived 
at  Sacrificios,  on  board  of  which  was  the  hon.  John 
Slidell,  who  had  sent  for  him,  the  said  consul,  to 
come  down  to  that  place,  as  he  wished  to  leave  Vera 
Cruz  for  this  capital  by  that  night's  diligence;  but  he 
the  consul,  was  of  opinion  that  he  would  not  be  able 
to  leave  until  the  next  stage. 

On  the  receiptof  this  letter,  I  called  at  the  foreign 
department  of  this  government  to  see  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  and  was  informed  by  Mr.  iVJouasterio, 
the  chief  clerk,  that  the  minister  was  up  stairs  with 
the  president,  and  Ihat  he  was  going  up  to  see  him, 
and  would  advise  bun  of  my  wish.  He  soon  returned, 
and  requested  me  to  go  up,  as  the  minister  wished  to 
Bce  me.  1  went  up  to  the  president's  quarters,  when 
the  minister  came  out  into  the  ante  chamber  and  met 
inc,and  accosted  ine,  saying  that  the  goveruinent 
was  infurincd  that  there  v\as  an  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz 
from  the  United  States,  bringing  out  a  commissioner 
by  which  the  government  was  taken  by  surprise,  and 
asked  me  who  could  this  commissioner  be,  and  what 
had  hu  come  for?  i  told  him  1  did  not  know,  but  I 
presumed  it  was  the  envoy  wliich  the  iMexican  go- 
vernment had  agreed  to  receive  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States;  all  the  information  which 
1  had  upon  the  subject  was,  thai  the  consul  of  the  U. 
Slates  ut  Vera  Ciuz  had  advised  ine,  in  a  letter  un- 
der date  of  tlie  29lh  November,  that  the  lion.  Julin 
Slidell  had  just  arrived  at  Sacrificios,  and  wished  to 
leave  Vera  Cruz  for  this  capital  by  the  first  dili- 
gence, and  that  1  was  under  llie  ini|<;e93iun  lh;it  tliij 
person  was  an  envoy  from  the  government  of  llio  U. 
Slates  to  that  of  Mexico,  as  we  hud  go^id  reason  to 
expect  one  about  this  lime,  lie  said  that  uuglil  uul 
to  be;  the  government  did  not  expect  an  envoy  from 
the  United  Stales  uulil  January,  as  they  were  not 
prepared  to  receive  him;  and  he  desired,  if  possible, 
that  he  would  nut  come  to  llio  capital,  nor  even  dis- 
cmbaikal  lliis  lime,  a;id  that  1  sliuiiUI  endeavor  to 
prevent  liis  doing  so,  as  his  uppearaneu  in  the  capital 


at  this  time  niiglit-pvovo  de.,ii-uc'.i.-e  tj  Iha  gov«cu- 
monl,  and  thus  defeat  the  whole  aSair.  "You  know 
I'le  oppo-iiliuri  are  calling  u-:  '.;.-!;'._.-.,  :':.;■  e:.i.--iii;;  ii.to 
tliis  arrangement  with  yoj.''  1  tuld  hi.n  1  regretted 
this  had  not  been  known  in  time,  as  the  envoy  would 
be  noiv  on  his  way  to  this  capital,  and  that  the  Mex- 
ican government  had  set  no  lime  for  his  arrival,  and 
it  was  to  be  presumed  that  they  would  be  ready  to 
receive  him  whenever  tie  arrived.  I  know,  he  said, 
there  was  no  lime  set;  but  from  the  conversations 
which  I  have  had  wilh  yourself,  and  what  1  have 
heard  from  others,  I  had  good  reason  to  believe  that 
the  envoy  would  not  have  been  appointed  by  your  go- 
vernment, or  at  least  not  have  started  on  his  mis- 
sion, until  after  the  meeting  of  congress,  which,  he 
said,  he  understood  would  not  meet  unlil  the  first  of 
this  month. 

He  said  Ihal  Ihe  government  itself  was  well  dis- 
posed, and  ready  to  proceed  lo  the  negotiation,  but 
that  if  the  afiair  was  commenced  now  it  would  en- 
danger its  existence;  that  lbs  gorernment  were  pre- 
paruij  the  thing,  collecting  ihe  opinion  and  con- 
sent of  the  departments,  which  they  expected  to  have 
finished  by  January,  and  then  they  would  able  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  affair  with  more  security;  that  the  go- 
vernment were  afraid  thdt  the  appearanee  of  the 
envoy  at  this  lime  wniiM  produce  a  revolution  against 
it,  wliich  might  terminate  in  its  destruction. 

(No.  &)—M:  Slidell  lo  Mr.  Buchanan. 

[EXTRACrS   ] 

Legation  of  the  U.  S.  of  America,  Mexico,  Dec.  17,  1846. 

By  my  letter  of  30ih  ultimo,  1  had  the  honor  to 
inform  you  ot  my  safe  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz.  1  reach- 
ed this  city  on  Saturday,  the  6lh  instant,  having  been 
detained  two  days  by  the  stoppage  of  the  mail  coach 
at  Jalapa.  At  Puebia  1  was  met  by  our  consul,  t\lr. 
Black,  who  in  some  measure  prepared  me  for  the 
delays  and  dilficulties  I  should  have  to  contend  with, 
in  placing  myself  in  relation  with  this  government, 
by  informing  me  that  in  a  private  interview  which 
he  had  had  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Mr. 
Manuel  de  la  Pena  y  Pena,  for  the  purpose  of  an- 
nouncing to  him  my  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz,  Ihat  func- 
tionary had  manifested  great  surprise  that  a  minister 
should  have  presented  hnuself  so  soon,  and  intimated 
that  the  state  of  things  was  such  that  he  should  have 
preferred  less  promptness  on  the  part  of  our  govern- 
ment. On  Monday,  the  8th  instant,  I  addressed  to 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  a  note,  in  the  usual 
form,  announcing  my  arrival  in  the  capital,  accom- 
panying it  with  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  credence  and 
your  official  communication  to  the  minister  of  fo- 
reign affairs,  and  asking  to  be  informed  when  and 
where  I  should  be  admitted  lo  present  my  creden- 
tials to  the  president.  Of  this  note  1  annex  a  copy. 
It  was  handed  by  Mr.  Black  to  the  minister,  who 
assured  him  that  I  should  have  an  answer  on  the 
following  Wednesday,  and  requested  him  to  call  and 
receive  it.  On  that  day,  however,  Mr.  Black  re- 
ceived a  note  from  the  secretary  of  the  minister, 
staling  that  it  was  necessary  to  submit  the  matter  to 
the  council  of  government,  and  that  he  would  be  ad- 
vised when  the  answer  would  be  given.  Mr.  Black 
has  since  had  another  interview  with  Mr.  Pena, and 
has  prepared  at  my  request,  a  statement  of  what 
passed  belween  them,  which  1  send  you. 

This  council  of  government  is  a  perinaneiit  body 
of  a  very  anomalous  character,  composed  of  par- 
sons not  removable  by  the  executive.  Its  functions, 
so  far  as  1  can  understand  them,  are,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, and  these  not  applying  lo  foreign  relations, 
uierely  advisory,  and  no  obligation  exists  on  the  part 
of  the  executive,  but  in  the  exceptional  eases  to  con- 
sult the  council.  The  council  was  nut  consulted 
when  the  executive  determined  to  renew  diplomatic 
relations  with  the  Uniied  States,  and  a  reeouise  to 
It  at  this  moment  was  altogether  gratuitous.  It  is 
a  notorious  fact  that  several  of  the  members  of  this 
council  are  not  only  in  open  and  violent  i.ppjsitian 
to  the  present  administration,  but  are  endeavoring 
to  gel  up  a  revolutionary  movement  lo  overthrow  it; 
and  It  is  generally  understood  that  a  majority  of 
tlicm  are  unfavorably  disposed  towards  it. 

The  impression  here  among  llio  best  informed  pur 
sons  is,  that  while  the  president  and  his  cabinet  are 
really  desirous  to  outer  IranUly  upon  a  iiegutiaiiou 
which  would  terminate  all  the  diUicullies  with  tne 
United  States  »  »  » 

Tins  at  least  is  certain,  the  administration  in  re- 
ferring a  matter  entirely  within  their  own  compe- 
tence  lo  a  body  whose  decision  lliey  cannol  control, 
and  upon  whose  aympalhios  they  cannot  rely,  main- 
le->l  either  a  weakness  or  a  bad  lailli  which  renders 
the  prosuect  of  any  favorable  issue  lo  negutmlioiis 
Willi  tliem  at  bt:sl  very  problcaialical. 

The  iloliberatioiis  ol  the  council,  although  ostensi- 
bly conlidcnlial,  soon  became  known  out  of  doors. 
It  has  been  twice  or  thrice  eoniokcvl  l..r  the  purpose 
of  deliboruling  upon  my   reoojition.     And  it  is  per- 


fectly -.veil  known  t.int  it   ha«  S'jvisod  against  it 

The  in.i;t  absurd  reasons  have  bcci  advanci' J  against 
my  recognition,  so  absurd,  indeed,  that  they  would 
appear  scarcely  credible  to  any  one  not  upon  the 
spot.     *»*»»#*         ^ 

The  objections  stalled  were,  that  my  credentials 
did  not  appear  lo  have  been  given  with  the  sanctioQ 
of  congress,  that  my  appointment  had  not  been  con- 
firmed by  the  senate,  that  this  government  had  agreed 
only  to  receive  a  commissioner,  and  Ihal,  consequent- 
ly, Ihe  appointment  of  an  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  was  not  in  nccordance 
with  the  letter  of  the  15th  October  from  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  to  Mr.  Black;  that  this  letter  only 
contemplated  negotiations  uppn  the  subject  of  Texas; 
and,  finally,  lo  cap  the  climax  of  absurdity,  that  ray 
powers  were  not  sufficient.  1  hope,  before  the  clos- 
ing of  this  despatch,  to  obtain  information  of  the 
precise  grounds  upon  which  the  council  finally  de- 
cided to  recommend  that  I  should  not  be  received. 

Having  received  no  reply  to  my  note  of  the  8th 
instant,  and  no  assurance  of  the  lime  when  i  might 
expect  one,  I  addressed  another  on  the  15th  instant, 
(a  copy  of  which  you  will  find  herewith),  staling  my 
desire  lo  communicate  speedily  wilh  my  government, 
and  requesting  to  know  when  I  might  exp?ct  an  an- 
swer. I  have,  while  wriling  this,  received  a  com- 
municaiian  from  the  minister  of  foreign  relations, 
of  which  I  shall  furnish  you  a  copy.  You  will  ob- 
serve that  it  is  dated  yesterday,  although  I  have  no 
doubt  that  it  was  written  after  the  final  negative  de- 
cision of  the  council  which  was  rendered  on  that 
day.  You  will  find  it  evasive  and  unsatisfactory,  in- 
timating difficulties  respecting  my  credentials,  antj 
that  negotiations  were,  by  the  terms  of  his  letter  to 
our  consul,  to  be  confined  to  the  subject  of  Texas. — 
It  concludes  with  an  assurance  that  1  shall  be  inform- 
ed at  the  earliest  moment  of  the  decision  of  the 
council,  to  whom  the  matter  had  been  submitted. 

You  will  observe  that  this  note  is  not  addressed  to 
me  in  my  official  capacity;  the  o.nission  to  do  so  is 
certainly  not  an  accidental  one.  I  feel  considerably 
embarrassed  as  to  the  proper  course  to  pursue  in  rela- 
tion lo  this  circumstance,  unimportant  in  itself,  but 
not  without  significancy  when  taken  in  connexion 
wilh  other  circumstances.  Your  instructions  direct 
me  to  bear  and  forbear  much  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting the  great  objects  of  my  mission. 

As  for  myself,  personally,  I  should  feel  very  indif- 
ferent to  any  'jueslion  of  mere  etiquette,  but  in  my  re- 
presentative capacity  I  ought  not  silently  to  suffer  any 
mark  of  disrespect.  Although  not  yet  recognised  by 
this  governmenlas  the  person  with  whom  it  is  willing 
to  enter  upon  olficial  relations,  so  far  as  my  own  is 
concerned,  1  am  its  representative  here,  and  all  other 
considerations  apart,  the  interests  of  my  mission 
with  a  people  attaching  peculiar  importance  to 
forms,  require  that  1  should  not  allow  a:iy  violation 
of  accustoaaed  courtesies  to  pass  unnoticeu.  My  pre- 
sent intention  is  to  addrcssa  note  lo  the  minister  of  fo- 
reign relations,  couched  in  the  most  respectful  terms, 
attributing  the  omission  to  address  me  by  my  pro- 
per title  to  inadvertence,  and  suggesting  the  expec- 
tation that  it  will  not  be  repealed.  This,  however, 
1  shall  not  do  without  proper  reflection  and  consulta- 
tion of  precedents,  if  any  such  can  be  found.  There 
is  less  reason  for  immediate  reply,  as  1  am  satisfied 
that  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  pressing  upon  the  go- 
vernment al  this  moment;  their  existence  hangs  by  a 
thread,  and  they  retain  power,  not  by  their  own 
force,  but  solely  by  the  inability  of  their  opponents 
to  agree  among  tnemselves.  The  great  object  of  the' 
admiiiisirjtioii,  in  all  uiulters,  is  to  gain  tune,  to  do' 
nothing  to  conipro.nil  themselves,  in  the  hri^e  that,' 
if  tliey  cull  lioei  t.  •:>•  unlil  the  meeting  of  the  new 
congress,  wiiicii  ■.•ul  take  place  on  the  Ist  of  Jan, 
they  will  then  be  eiuiblcd  to  maintain  their  position, 
U  would  seeni  presu.nptuous  in  me,  having  so  re- 
cently arrived,  and  wilh  my  necessarily  very  limited 
acquaintance  and  means  of  infornuition,  to  e:>press 
any  opinion  on  this  subject,  but  1  s've  it  1 1  you  for'  ; 
what  It  may  be  worth.  A  revolution,  and  that  be- 
foiite  the  meeting  of  congress,  is  a  probable  event— a' 
cliangc  ul  ministers  almost  a  cerlain  one.  Notwith- 
standing the  desire,  which  1  oelieve  Ihe  present  ad- 
niiiiistralion  really  entertains,  lo  adjust  all  Ihuirdif- 
ftcullies  with  us,  so  feeble  and  inert  is  it,  that  I  am 
rather  inclined  lo  the  opinion  that  the  chances  of  a 
successful  negolialiun  would  be  belter  with  one  mora 
hostile,  but  possessing  greater  energy.  The  country, 
lorn  by  conllicting  factions,  is  in  JPslale  cf  perfect 
anarchy;  its  finances  m  a  condition  utterly  des- 
perate. »  »  • 

A  refusal  to  treat  with,  or  even  receive  me  at  all, 
in  the  only  capacity  in  which  1  am  authorised  to  act, 
under  pretexts  more  or  less  plausible,  is  a  possible, 
(1  ought,  perhaps,  to  say  a  probable)  event.  This  is 
a  contingency  which  could  not  have  been  anticipat- 
ed, and  lor  which  your  inslructiuns  have  consequent 
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ly  not  provided.  It  will  place  me  in  a  novel,  awk- 
ward, and  most  embarrassing  position,  and  impose 
jpon  me  a  grave  responsibility.  Should  it  occur,  1 
jhall  endeavor  so  to  conduct  myself  as  to  throw  the 
whole  odium  of  ::■.'  failure  of  the  negotiation  upon 
this  government;  point  out,  in  the  most  temperate 
manner,  the  inevitable  consequences  of  sounheard-of 
a  violation  of  all  the  usages  which  govern  the  inter- 
course between  civilized  nations;  and  declare  my  in- 
tention to  remain  here  until  1  can  receive  instruc 
lions  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  I  trust 
ihat  no  lime  will  be  lost  in  furnishing  me  with  in- 
ilructions  that  will  enable  me  to  act  promptly  and 
Jecisively;  and,  to  assure  the  requisite  despatch,  1 
would  recommend  that  they  be  sent  by  a  stw:amer 
trom  Peiisaroh.  Sailing  vessels  arc  '"lequently  from 
Iflocn  to  !  veiiiv  days  making  the  (li-.j^i!  from  Ha- 
vana or  the  Uai'ze  to  Vera  Cruz. 

I  send  you  tiics  of  three  principal  papers  published 
lere,  viz.  the  Diario,  Siglo,  and  Amigo  del  Pueblo, 
which  will  enable  you  'o  form  some  idea  of  the  state 
)f  public  opinion  as  indicated  by  the  press.  The 
first  is  the  official  government  paper:  it  has  not  made 
the  slightest  allusion  to  my  arrival,  and  preserves 
jpon  all  other  debatable  subjects  a  silence  equally 
jracular.  The  second,  although  it  had  a  sort  of 
iemi-official  character,  and  had  heretofore  supported 
he  administration,  has  recently  commented  very 
"reely  upon  its  feebleness  and  inefficiency.  The  third 
3  the  leadiiigopposition  journal;  it  breathes  the  fiero- 
sst  hostility  against  the  U.  Slates,  denounces  the  pro- 
posed negotiation  as  treason,  and,  in  the  last  number, 
jpenly  calls  upon  the  troops  and  the  people  to  put 
lown  the  government  by  force.         *        «         » 

I  had  hoped  to  have  been  prepared  to  forward  with 
Ibis  a  full  statement  of  the  lacts  connected  with  the 
lisputed  payment  of  instalments  of  the  Mexican  in- 
Jemnity,  but  am  not  yet  in  possession  of  the  neces- 
sary evidence;  1  am  now  engaged  in  collecting  it,  and 
expect  to  forward  my  report  with  my  next  des- 
patches. 

I  send  this  by  lieutenant  Kennedy,  who,  at  my  re- 
quest was  detached  by  captain  Saunders  from  the 
St.  Mary's,  which  ship  will,  immediately  on  the  ar- 
rival ol  lieutenant  K.  proceed  to  Pensacola.  I  shall 
letain  the  Porpoise  untill  I  have  somethiug  definite 
[o  communicate. 

P.  S  December  18,  1S45. — At  the  moment  I  was 
about  to  close  this,  1  obtained  the  dictamen  of  the 
:ouncil  of  government,  published  in  the  "Siglo."  1 
iend  you  the  paper. 

[enclosure  no.   1.] 
vVr.  Slidell  to  jyir.  Pena  y  Pena. 

Mexico,  December  8, 1845. 
The  undersigned,  who  has  been  appointed  envoy 
sxtraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  U. 
Slates  of  America  near  the  Mexican  government, 
has  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  he  ar- 
rived in  this  capital  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  inst. 
and  requests  to  be  informed  of  the  time  and  place  at 
which  he  may  have  the  honor  to  be  admitted  to  pre- 
sent his  letter  of  credence,  (a  copy  of  which  he  en- 
closes), to  the  most  excellent  president  of  the  repub- 
lic of  Mexico,  general  Jose  Joaquim  Herrera. 

He  also  begs  leave  to  present,  herewith,  a  letter 
addressed  to  your  excellency  by  the  hon.  James  Bu- 
chanan, secretary  of  state  of  the  United  Stales  of 
America. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to 
tender  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  his  pro- 
found respect  and  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  aLiUELL. 
To  his  exc'lcy.  Manuel  de  la  Pena  y  Pena,  minis- 
ter ol  foreign  relations  and   government  of  the 
Mexican  republic. 

Mr.  SHdelt's  letter  of  Credence. 

JAMES    K.    POLK, 
PRESIDENT    OF  THE    UNITED   STATES  OF    AMERICA. 

Great  aiul  Good  Friend:  1  have  made  choice  of 
John  Slidell,  one  of  our  distinguished  citizens,  to 
reside  near  the  government  of  the  Mexican  republic 
ID  tbe  qualiiy  of  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  tbe  United  States  of  America. — 
He  is  well  iulurmed  ol  tlie  relative  interests  of  the 
two  countries,  and  of  our  sincere  desire  to  restore, 
cultivate,  and  slreriglhen  friendship  and  good  corres- 
pondence between  us;ai.J,  from  a  knowledge  of  his 
fidelity  and  good  conduct,  i  have  entire  confidence 
that  he  will  render  himself  acceptable  to  the  Mexi- 
can government  by  his  constant  endeavors  to  pre 
serve  and  advance  the  interests  and  happiness  of 
both  nations.  1,  therelore,  request  your  e.-ccellency 
to  receive  him  favorably,  and  to  give  full  credence 
to  whatever  he  shall  say  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Stales.  And  1  pray  God  to  have  you  in  his  sale  and 
holy  keeping! 

Written  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  tenth  day 
Df  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lur.i  one  ihousand 
;ight   huuurtU  and  forty-five,  and  cf  the  Independ- 


ence of  lb.;  U.  Slates  i!;.;  sticjiiieth.     Your  good 
friend,  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

By  the  president: 

Unfile;   Biic/iaiiaii,  secreiary  of  state. 
To  his  excellency  Don  Jose  Joaquim  Herrera,  jire- 
sident  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

[enclosure  no.  2  ] 
Mr.  Black  to  Mr.  Slidell. 

[extracts.] 
Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  of  Jimerica,  Mexico  Dec.  15, 1845. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  the.  honor 
to  give  you,  herewith,  a  written  strtemenl  of  what 
passed  between  his  excellency  Manuel  de  la  Pena  y 
Pena,  miiiisler  of  l'uu:':;ii  ri'latiuns,  J.  t-.  of  Ihe  Mexi- 
can government,  and  iviy;A'':i',  in  t\'.  l.  ,;itervie'.vs  had 
with  the  said  minister,  o.j  liie  <:vi.'.i;iigs  of  the  tith 
and  13th  instant,  held  at  his  house,  as  follows: 

At  the  interview  of  Monday  evening,  the  8th  inst. 
which  look  place  between  the  hours  of  six  and  seven, 
I  stated  to  his  excellency  that  I  presumed  he  knew 
of  the  arrival  in  this  city  of  the  hon.  John  Slidell, 
envoy,  &.c.  from  the  government  of  the  U.  States. — 
He  replied  that  he  had  been  informed  of  it  that  day. 
I  then  told  him  that  I  had  made  known  to  Mr.  Sli- 
dell what  his  excellency  had  communicated  to  me 
in  our  interview  of  Wednesday,  the  3d  instant,  in  re- 
lation to  the  fears  entertained  by  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment on  account  of  his  arrival  at  this  time,  as 
it  would  have  better  suited  the  Mexican  government, 
and  they  would  be  more  able  to  cany  out  their 
views  in  relation  to  the  mission  of  the  envoy  had 
arrived  a  month  later;  and  that  our  minister,  Mr. 
Slidell,  had  regretted  much  that  he  had  not  known 
the  wish  of  the  Mexican  government  in  relation 
to  this  point  before  he  left  home,  as  it  would  also 
have  better  suited  his  convenience  to  have  defer- 
red his  coming  a  month  longer;  but  it  was  his  im- 
pression that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment that  he  shouM  arrive  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible. 

His  excellency  replied  that  he  had  been  under  the 
impression,  from  what  had  been  intimated  by  myself 
and  others,  that  an  envoy  would  not  be  appointed  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  until  after  the 
meeting  of  congress,  which  would  not  take  place 
until  the  first  of  December;  that  the  Mexican  go 
vernment  were  engaged  in  collecting  the  opinion  of 
the  departments  in  relation  to  this  atfair,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  prepared  and  better  able  to  carry 
out  their  views  respccling  the  same;  that  he  himself 
was  well  disposed  to  have  every  thing  amicably  ar- 
ranged, but  the  opposition  was  strong,  and  opposed 
the  government  with  great  violence  in  this  measure, 
and  that  the  government  had  proceeded  with  great 
caution;  that  nothing  positive  could  be  done  until  the 
new  congress  meet  in  January;  but  that  in  the  mean 
time  they  would  receive  the  minister's  credentials, 
examine  thera,  and  be  treating  on  the  subject.  He 
wished  to  know  when  1  thought  Ihe  minister  would 
receive  the  confirmation  of  his  appointment  by  the 
senate.  1  said  Inis  he  would  likely  know  in  a  few 
days.  »  »  *  «  # 

I  then  presented  to  his  excellency  the  letter  of  the 
hon.  John  Slidell,  enclosing  a  copy  of  his  credentials, 
and  a  letter  from  the  hon.  James  Buchanan,  secreta- 
ry of  stale  of  the  United  Stales;  at  Ihe  same  lime 
asking  the  Mexican  minister  when  it  would  be  con- 
venient to  give  an  answer;  to  which  he  replied  on 
Wednesday  evening,  the  lOlh  instant,  at  the  same 
hour  and  place,  and  requested  that  1  would  attend  to 
receive  the  same  accordingly;  to  which  I  consented; 
but  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  1 
received  a  note  from  Mr.  Monasterio,  chief  clerk  of 
the  foreign  department,  advising  me  that  the  minisler 
could  not  receive  me  that  nigh'.,  (as  agreed  on)  on 
account  of  its  having  beeij  determined  to  hear  the 
opinion  of  the  government  council  on  Ihe  subject  ol 
the  arrival  of  the  minister  fiom  the  United  States; 
but  as  soon  as  ha  was  ready  lor  the  conference  ar- 
ranged with  me,  he  would  have  tlie  pleasure  to  ad- 
vise me,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  copy  •  said  note,  which 
1  transmit  herewith. 

On  Saturday  evening,  tlic  13L  instant,  at  there- 
quest  ol  Mr.  Slidell,  I  called  on  liio  Mexicon  minister, 
Senor  Pena,  at  his  house,  to  enquire  when  an  an- 
swer would  be  given  to  his,  (Mr.  Slidell's)  aforesaid 
note.  He  replied  that  the  atiair  had  been  submitted 
to  the  government  council,  in  a  special  session  of  this 
day,  and  that  it  had  been  referred  to  a  committee, 
and  that  as  soon  as  the  committee  made  a  report,  and 
the  council  should  decide,  ho  would  then  advise  me, 
through  Mr.  Monasterio,  when  he  was  ready  for  the 
conference  to  present  me  the  answer  for  Mr.  Slidell; 
as  he  said  when  he  came  to  examine  the  credentials 
of  Mr.  S.  he  found  Ihem  to  be  the  same  as  those  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Shannon,  and  other  former  ministers 
—as  a  minister  to  reside  near  the  governuienl  ol  Mex- 
ico, just  as  it  there  huil  '  ■  r  no  ■  :;-i'"Tiioii  of  the  di- 
plomatic and  friendly  relations  belweea  tbe  two  go- 


vernments; that  the  Mexican  governmeiil  under- 
stood the  present  mission  to  ba  a  special  miaston, 
and  confined  to  the  di(rerc:icos  in  rilalioii  to  tho 
Texas  question,  and  not  a>  a  u,:  ■.  '.  :■  ;  ^  '  !i  ii.'ar 
the  Mexican  government,  as  in  ordinary  cases;  Ibat 
of  course  would  follow  when  the  first  question  was 
decided. 

1  replied  thai,  as  1  understood  it,  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment had  not  only  agreed  to  receive  an  envoy, 
entrusted  with  full  power  to  settle  Iho  questions  in 
dispute  in  relation  the  alTairs  of  Texas,  but  all  the 
qucbtioiia  in  dispute  between  tlie  Iwo  governments 
as  proposed  by  government  of  ihc  United  .States. — 
He  replied  that  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Slidell  had 
not  refi-rencc  id  any  question  in  dispute,  but  merely 
a^  1  iiiiiisier  III  reside  near  the  .Mexican  govorn- 
mcnl.-witlMjul  reference  to  any  questions  in  dispute, 
just  as  if  the  diplomatic  and  friendly  relations  be- 
tween the  two  governriients  had  not  heeu  and  were 
not  interrupted;  that  I  knew  the  critical  situation  of 
the  Mexican  governinenl,  and  that  it  had  to  proceed 
with  great  caution  and  circiiMispeelion  in  this  aOair; 
that  the  government  itself  was  well  disosed  to  arrang- 
ed all  diU'erences.  *  »  »  • 

He  said  he  was  happy  to  say  that  he  had  received 
very  favorable  information  m  relation  to  our  minis- 
ter, the  hon.  Mr.  Slidell;  that  he  understood  he  was 
a  person  endued  with  excellent  qualities,  and  an 
eminent  lawyer;  and  as  he  himself  was  of  that  pro- 
fession, Ihey  would  be  able  to  understand  each  oilier 
better,  and  that  he  would  be  much  pleased  to  culti- 
vate his  acquaintance;  and  that  if  etiquette  and  the 
present  stale  of  aflairs  would  permit,  he  would  be 
happy  to  pay  him  a  visit,  even  before  he  would 
presented  to  the  government;  and  said  he  would  ad- 
vise iiie,  ihrough  Mr.  Monasterio,  when  he  was  rea- 
dy to  present  me  the  answer  to  Mr.  Slidell's  note. 

The  foregoing,  sir,  is,  as  far  as  my  recollection 
will  serve,  a  true  statement  of  what  passed  between 
the  aforesaid  ftlexican  minisler  and  myself  in  tho 
before  mentioned  interviews. 

[enclosure  no.  3  ] 
Mr.  Slidell  to  Mr.  Pena  y  Pena. 

Mexico,  December  15,  1845. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stales  of  America, 
had  the  honor  on  the  8th  instant,  to  address  a  note  to 
your  excellency,  informing  him  of  the  arrival  of  the 
undersigned  in  this  capital,  accompanying  the  same 
with  a  copy  of  his  letters  of  credence,  and  requesting 
to  be  informed  when  and  where  he  mi^ht  have  the 
honor  of  presenting  his  said  letters  of  credence  to 
the  most  cxcelleiil  president  of  the  Mexican  repub- 
lic, gen.  Jose  Joaquim  de  Herrera. 

To  this  note  llie  undersigned  has  notas  yet  receiv- 
ed any  reply.  He  is  necessarily  ignorant  of  the  rea- 
sons which  have  caused  so  long  a  delay;  but,  inas- 
much as  he  is  desirous  lo  communicate  as  speedily 
as  possible  with  Ins  government,  he  begs  leave,  most 
respectfully,  to  ask  your  excellency  to  inlorm  liim 
when  he  may  expect  lo  receive  a  reply  to  his  note  o, 
the  8lh  instant.  » 

The  undersigned  renews  to  his  excellency  Manuel 
de  la  Pena  y  Pena  the  assurance  of  his  most  distin- 
guished consideration.  JOHN  SLIDELL. 

His  excellency  Manuel  de  la  Pena  y  Pena,  minister 
of  foreign  relations  and  government  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic. 

[enclosure  no.  4.] 
Mr.  Pena  y  Pena  to  Mr.  Slidell. 
Palace  of  the  J\"utional  goveruniertt, 

Mexico,  December  16,  1645. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  relations,  in 
answer  to  the  letter  which  his  excellency  Mr.  John 
Slidell  was  pleased  to  address  to  him  yesterday,  has 
the  honor  lo  inform  him  that  the  delay  in  Ins  recep- 
tion, lo  which  he  alludes,  and  the  consiquent  delay 
in  answering  his  preceding  note,  making  known  bis 
arrival  in  this  capital,  and  accompanying  a  copy  of 
his  credentials;  have  arisen  solely  from  certain  dif- 
ficulties occasioned  by  the  nature  of  those  creden- 
tials, as  compared  with  the  proposition  made  by  the 
United  Slates,  through  llieir  consul,  to  Ileal  peace- 
fully upon  the  afi'airs  of  Texas,  with  the  person  who 
should  be  appointed  to  that  efl'ecl;  for  which  reason 
il  has  been  found  necessary  lo  submit  the  said  cre- 
dentials lo  the  council  of  government,  for  its  opijioa 
with  regard  to  them. 

The  undersigned  will  communicate  the  result  to 
his  excellency  without  loss  of  time;  assuring  him 
meanwhile  that  the  government  of  Mexico  is  ready 
to  proceed  agreeably  to  what  il  proposed  in  its  an- 
swer on  llie  subject. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  Ihis  opportunity 
lo  oiler  lo  his  excellency  Mr.  Slidell  the  assurances 
iM  Ills  very  distinguished  consideration. 

MANUEL  DE  LA  PENA  Y  PENA. 

His  excellency,  Jc//mS/iJei/,.^c. 
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Thf  steam.;-  Llrittt  Brittda  reached  Naw  Y^r';;  o:i 
the  29lh,  bringmn  Liverpool  dal.>s  lo  tiie  lllh  iust. 
The  new  rig  of  the  boat  answered  well;  9,  knots 
close  hauled,  and  11 J  knots  at  a  point  or  tvvo  full, 
was  made.  On  her  13lh  day  out,  broke  an  air  pump, 
consequently,  for  six  days,  had  to  use  sails  only. 

The  corn  laio  bill  was  yet  undecided  in  parliament 
— warmly  conlestcd  between  the  league  and  the  pro- 
tectionists. 

The  Irish  coercion  bill  had  only  passed  its  first  read- 
ing. 

Money  market  rather  easier. 

Cotton  had  advanced  one-eight  of  a  penny,  but 
little  spi;culation  in  the  article  the  last  week. 

Grain  market  rather  more  animated. 

Provision  Diai'kct  rather  heavy. 

Manufacturing  districts  complaining. 

Nothing  of  importance  from  the  continent.  In- 
surrection in  Spain  suppressed. 

Oregon  question.  The  pass.ige  of  the  Oregon  no- 
tice had  been  received  In  England  by  the  way  of 
Havre. 

The  London  Times  of  the  8lh  contains  a  leading  ar- 
ticle on  the  subject  of  the  Oregon  question,  which 
considers  the  American  action  on  the  subject  favora- 
ble, its  passage  had  not  created  much  surprise, 
was  looked  for  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  the  lone  of 
the  Times  is  evidently  pacific. 

The  London  Sun  of  the  4th  inst.  says:  "The  senate 
of  the  United  States  after  nine  weeks'  tedious  dis- 
cussion, have  at  last  brought  their  deliberations  on 


write  a  bo'ik,  and  a  i^o» 

also  sons  of  John  1.  jaci  ;j  ii.id  Or.  E  •.  !ii<,  of  Louis- 
ville; and,  as  the  Yankee-  ^ay,  (uu  helps. 

The  Mormons  are  now  fast  leaving  their  posses- 
sions in  Illinois,  and  the  editor  of  the  St.  Louis  Re- 
publican, who  spent  three  days  in  .\auvoo  and  the 
surrounding  country  for  the  purpose  of  observing  the 
actual  stale  of  aS'airs,  describes  the  whole  aspect  of 
the  country  as  one  of  extreme  desolation  and  de- 
sertion. No  crops  are  growing  or  being  planted, 
fences  destroyed,  and  houses  deserted.  Families  re- 
maining are  making  preparations  to  go,  and  the  great 
business  of  the  city  is  muking  wagons  and  preparing 
for  the  trip.  City  lots,  buildings,  and  farms  are  sac- 
rificed at  half  their  value,  for  oxen,  cattle,  or  such 
articles  of  merchandize  us  they  can  baricr,  or  carry 
away  with  them.  A  portion  of  the  church  proper- 
ty, which  is  large,  has  been  sold  to  a  Pennsylvania 
company  lor  manufacturing  purposes,  the  motive 
power  to  be  obtained  from  the  Mississippi  river. — 
The  trustees  of  the  church  have  been  authorized  to 
sell  the  temple,  which  has  cost  in  money  and  labors 
of  the  Mormons  upwards  of  a  million  of  dollars, 
though  it  would  have  been  built  by  contract  for  less 
than  half  the  sum.  They  ofler  to  sell  it  for  SSOO,- 
000. 

The  Mormon  emigrants  leave  in  companies  of 
four  lo  sis  and  ten  wagons,  and  the  editor  of  the 
Republican  says,  "some  of  them  are  tolerably  well 
provided  with  teams  and  provisions,  bijl  a  very  large 
portion  present  the  appearance  ol  being  illy  provided 
lor  so   long  a  trip.     iMany  of  them   are   going 


ny  he  expected;  and  |  obtain,  this  camp  includes  about  30U0  souls.  Be" 
'*■>: >^"  ihe  camp  and  the  Mississippi  piTer  there  is 
s:i!d  1  .  be  about  1500  wagons.  Major  Warren,  who, 
on  Friday  last,  visited  the  camps  within  ten  miles  of 
Montrose,  estimates  the  number  of  teams  at  about 
one  thousand.  Allowing  five  or  six  souls  to  a  wagon 
^and  the  estimate  is  a  reasonable  one — it  would 
give  about  seven  thousand  persons  between  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Grand  river.   . 


.™o„,  „.,.  u.  lusiorougiuuieircieiiDerations  on    poor  teams  and  an  amount  of  provisions  insufficient 
l!M,.":!f:L1"."'l?:?  '?_".  <=,'°?"'  f'i.''  ■•?,^°'!""^"  '^^    for  their  subsistence  tor  two  months,  ,1  so  long.    In 


lild  and  inoHensive,  and  indeed  friendly  toward 
England,  as  the  most  sincere  advocates  of  peace  in 
both  Countries  desire — with  few  exceptions,  at  least 
as  far  as  our  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  long 
speeches — the  language  was  conciliatory  and  prudent 
— it  displayed  hut  little  of  (he  animojity  which  dis- 
tinguished the  harangues  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. The  speakers,  in  general,  showed  that  they 
were  practical  men,  and  resolved  to  follow  a  safe 
and  peaceful  line  of  conduct,  spite  of  the  fiery  de- 
nunciations of  the  mob  orators,  and  the  no  less  fieiy 
and  warlike  message  of  the  president." 


CHRONICLE. 


"For  California,  Ho!"  The  St.  Louis  Republi 
can  publishes  the  following  letter  dated,  Indian  coun- 
try, 20  milts  west  of  Independence,  Mo.,  May  lOlh, 
1846.  The  company  bound  for  California  i's  com- 
posed of  as  much  intelligence  and  respectability  cer- 
tainly, as  ever  wended  their  way  to  a  new  country, 
and  the  integrals  are  representatives  from  almost 
every  state  in  the  Union.  I  was  just  visited  by  a 
gentleman  and  lady  each,  who  came  from  the  wide- 
ly separated  stales  of  Louisiana  and  Pennsylvania. 
We  have,  also,  clergymen,  lawyers,  physicians,  paint 
ers,  and  mechanics  of  every  trade,  including  some 
jolly  printers. 

We  will  wait  here  for  all  the  emigrants  to  come 
up,  when  we  will  organize,  and  begin  in  earnest  our 
long  journey,  which  will  probably  be  accomplished 
by  Monday  evening  so  as  to  admit  of  our  final  depar- 
ture on  Tuesday  morning. 

The  emigrants  are  provided  with  every  comfort 
necessary  for  a  six  month's  trip,  and  the  mode  of 
travel  is  li^ht  v.  agons  universally  drawn  by  oxen  and 
utually  about  thite  yoke  to  a  wagon. 

It  is  impossible  to  form  any  thing  like  an  accurate 
idea  of  our  number,  but  it  is  very  large,  far  more 
Ihaii  1  had  dared  lo  hope;  I  can  now  count  from  my 
present  humble  seat  over  one  hundred  wagons,  and, 
cslimating  each  wagon  to  contain  five  souls,  we  have 
at  this  encampment  at  least  five  hundred  persons,  all 
bound  for  California.  The  number,  1  think,  cannot 
lall  shorl  of  one  thousand. 

The  Oregon  fever  has  abated,  and  1  think  the  num- 
ber cunnol  he  large  that  will  strive  for  a  place  in  Ihe 
(lebaleable  limd. 

1  have  just  rnceived  a  letter  from  Col.  Kearney, 
at  If  orl  Leavenworth,  lo  whom  1  sent  an  express  to 
know  somelhingof  the  Mormon^,  who  are  <  rossing 
the  Missouri  river  in  great  numbers  at  St.  Josephs 
He  inlorins  me  Ihat  at  least  two  thousand  have  ac- 
tually passed,  and  that  others  are  daily  crossing.  He 
represents  them  as  well  provided  wilh  all  needful 
niunilioiis  of  war,  including  a  tram  of  artillery,  hut 
Hunks  that  they  have  no  hostile  intentions  towai..s 
us,  unless  it  be  to  Gov.  Boggs,  whom  ho  desires  me 
to  caution  to  be  on  the  alert, 

1  design  to  treat  them  with  a  proper  courtesy,  but 
II  Ihcy  will  nni  rcooivo  our  passing  friendship,  why 
they  must  take  their  own  course,  but  they  cannui 
bully  this  crowd  without  paying  ,,  price  Ihut  even  a 
Mormon  will  not  relish.  Hut  1  do  not  expect  any 
trouble  whatever  with  them,  and  it  is,  therefore,  in 
bad  taste  lo  comment  about  it. 

My  nicss  consists  of  Messrs.  Ldwin  Bryant,  late 
editor  of  the  Louisville  Courier,  who  is  preparing  to 


deed,  the  slock  of  provisions  for  the  whole  com 
pany,  so  far  as  one  may  judge  Iro.n  appearances, 
cannot  sustain  the  crowd  until  the  fall,  much  less 
support  them  through  the  coming  winter.  If  they 
should  fail  to  make  a  good  crop  this  year,  at  the 
slopping  place,  it  cannot  be  otherwise  than  that  ma 
ny  of  them,  especially  the  women  and  children,  and 
Ihe  aged  and  decrepid,  •.luist  be  sorely  presseed  by 
starvation,  if  many  of  them  do  not  literally  perish 
from  famine  in  the  plains.  They  take  with  them 
their  milch  cows  and  their  teams,  being  chieHy  oxen. 
These  will  furnish  food  in  the  last  resort.  But,  even 
with  this  resource,  they  have  a  very  scanty  supply. 
Of  those  whose  condition  is  calculated  to  arouse 
sympathy,  are  a  number  of  women,  many  of  whom 
have  large  families  of  children,  inadequately  pro- 
vided with  provisions,  &c,,  and  without  the  assist- 
ance or  protection  of  any  male  person.  How  they 
expect  to  get  through  the  journey,  we  cannot  con- 
ceive. The  church  may  give  theui  some  protection 
and  assistance,  but  in  all  the  pieliminary  prepara- 
tions, and  in  setting  out  on  the  journey,  these  women 
seemed  to  rely  on  theoisulves  and  their  children, 
when  they  happened  lo  be  of  an  age  to  render  any 
aid  whatever. 

In  the  midst  of  this  scene,  in  which  there  is  pre- 
sented an  abandonment  of  their  homes,  the  breaking 
up  of  social  relations,  a  sacrifice  of  property,  and 
inability  to  procure  the  necessary  equipments  and 
provisions — with  an  indefinite  journey  before  them, 
a  journey  of  months,  probably  years,  through  plains 
and  over  mountains,  ociiupied  by  Indians,  a°id  desti- 
tute of  the  assistaiire  nl,i,:h  lui^ht  be  expecled  in  a 
civilized  counliy— the  -pei-.tat^.r  cannoi  fail  to  be 
struck  with  the  lighii.ejs  oi  heart,  apparent  cheer- 
fulness, and  sanguine  h.pes  .vilh  wiii,-.ii  l.niiilies  bid 
adieu  to  then-  tiienos,  uml  set  out  on  ilinir  journey. 
Occasionally  the  reverse  ol  this  is  met  with,  out  the 
great  mass  go  forlli,  sustained  and  cheered  bv  the 
promises  of  their  leaders,  and,  strange  as  it'iuay 
seem,  a  nio,a  devout  conviction  of  the  trulb  of  their 
religion,  and  the  rewards  which  they  are  lo  receive 
from  heaven  for  their  present  sacrifices.  No  seolof 
religious  enthusiasts  were  ever  more  firmly  convinced 
of  the  entire  truth  of  their  creed  than  tliese  people. 
Their  trials  and  privations  they  regard  as  a  species 
of  martyrdom,  which  they  must  notshrink  from,  and 
for  which  they  will  lie  spiritually  and  temporally  re- 
warded in  due  scaso.i,  I'heir  enthusiasm,  or  fanati- 
cism, is  stimulaUd  by  5un,;s  and  hymns,  in  which 
their  men,  wuimn,  ami  children  join,  and  containing 
allusions  to  their  (ler-ecoiioiis,  and  the  names  ol 
(Jregon  and  Calitornia,  and  111.;  hopes  thai  await 
them,  are  mingleil  wjth  tneir  religious  belief  and  lu- 
lure  expectations." 

They  are  crossing  Ihe  river  every  day  from  Nau- 
voo,  and  a  large  number  cross  at  Madison,  iiaii 
roads  and  high  waters  have  detain  d  tliem.  It  is 
diUicult  to  airive  al  the  number  who  have  crossed, 
and  are  on  the  way.  The  first  parly,  which  crossed 
the  rner  in  February,  have  progressed  as  far  as  the 
east  lork  of  Grand  river,  about  200  niilea  west  of 
Nauvoo,  wilhiii  the  lerrilory  of  Iowa.  This  party 
are  styled  the  Cu-.iip  of  Israii,  and  have  wilh  Ihem  the 
Council  of  Twelve  and  most  of  Ihe  leading  men  of 
the  church.     From   the  best  inlormalion  wo  could 


The  Oregon  Debate  in  the  U.  S.  Senate.— 
Col,  Henton  having  prepared  an  elaborate  argu- 
ment on  the  Oregon  question,  has  had  the  attention 
of  the  United  Stales  senate,  as  well  as  of  a  very 
crowded  audience,  for  three  days  in  its  delivery;  two 
days  last  week  and  concluded  one  day  this  week. — 
He  assumes  the  49tli  parallel  as  the  true  boundary 
lo  which  the  United  States  have  undoubted  right — 
and  for  which  the  whole  country  would  fight.  He 
thinks  the  dispute  ought  lo  be  soltled  by  accepting 
that  boundary. 

Gen.  Cass  has  obtained  the  Boor,  to  reply  to  Col. 
Benton, 

The  question  pending  in  senate,  was  on  a  motion 
lo  postpone  the  Oregon  Occupation  bill. 

The  National  Fair,  at  Washington  continues  to 
be  incessantly  crowded.  The  managers  advertised 
on  Thursday  that  owing  to  the  fatigue  of  the  per- 
sons who  exhibit,  the  fair  would  be  concluded  on 
Saturday  (to-day,)  Nest  day  the  advertisement  was 
recalled.  Goods  continue  to  be  poured  in  as  well 
as  visiters,  and  the  period  of  closing  was  postponed 
lo  Wednesday  next. 

We  reserve,  for  a  regular  though  brief  account  of 
the  whole  exhibit  a  place  in  a  future  number. 

Copper. — Most  marvellous  developements  are 
made  in  the  Lake  Superior  Copper  region.  One 
cargo  of  oar  reached  Bulfalo  a  few  days  since  des- 
tined for  an  eastern  company,  said  lo  be  worth  at 
le.ist  $300,000,  A  mass  of  solid  copper  is  spoken 
of  as  having  been  uncovered  at  one  mine  for  a  dis' 
lance  of  forty  feet,  and  its  end  not  yet  found. 

Camp  health.     The  celebrated   Dr.  Benjamin  Rush, 
of  Philadelphia,  was  a  man  of  great  industry  and  sciea-   ' 
tifio  knowledge,  and  a  close  observer  of  facts,  as  well  as 
a  builder  of  theories.     lie  was  physician  general  of  tho 
army  of  the  United  States  during  the  greater  portion  of 
the  revolulion — and  in  that  capacity  rendered  important 
services  to  his  country,     .^fier  peace  w.is  established,  he 
published  in  a  brief  and  much  condensed  tbrra,  ihe  re-    ■ 
sultot  his  invesii^auon  and  observation  on  the  subject  ' 
of  the  healih  of  die  military  men  In  acuve  service,  wliicU 
embrace  some  valuable  as  well  as  curious  facta.     From, 
this   work  we  leain  ihai  the  principal  disaasea  which 
proved  faial,  were  pulrid  fevtrs;ht:qu..:i.\y  produced  by  ' 
the  wan!  of  sulficieii;  room  and  and  cle:::iUiies3,  and  a    ' 
want  of  a  free  ciicula'ion  of  air,  in   tile  hospitals.     We 
also  learn  the  lolloning  tac's; 

"Tile  army,  when  it  lay  in  tents,  was  always  more    ' 
sickly  ihan   wh<jn  it  lay  in  the  open  air;  it  was  always 
more  healthy  when  kept  in  motion  than  when   it  lav  in    r 
an  encampmenh 

".\liliiia  ulti'-ers  and  soldiers  who  enjovcj  h-  ■'' 


iig  a  cainpai^ 
ei.n-ri  to  the 
There  was  o, 
ieized  wilh  r 
rher  bed,  nli' 
he  around. 


..  w,-ie  ..Itei 
Vila  mollis, 


';'.  ill 

1k! 


h- 


.U:l   ' 


in,' 


alresi 


vho  wore  flannel  shirts  or  waistcoats 
ill  general  escaped  foveis,  and  disr 


s  proilucfd  by  ilie  sudden 
uhanae  in  ihe  iii.unior  o!' sl'-epina,  Imuii,  &,c.  It  was 
preveiiied  in  in,i  :y  cases,  by  ihe  person  Iving,  fur  a  few 
Kiiihis  after  his  reiurii  lo  his  himdy,  on  u  olanket  before 
the  fire. 

"  Those  officers 
next  to  iheir  ^liir 
eases  of  all  kinds, 

"Lads  under  twcniy  years  of  ;igo  were  auhjefct  to  the 
^rea'est  number  of  ctimp  diseases.  '  ' 

"The  southern  troops  were  more  sickly  than  the  north-  '"''■ 
ern  or  eastern  troops. 

"The  native  Americans  were  more  (sickly  than  the 
ICiiropeang. 

"■Men  aoovo  thirty  and  ihiriy-livc  years  of  age  were 
the  hardiest  soldiers  in  the  army,  Periiaps  this  was  liie 
reiisoii  why  Ihe  Earopeaiis  were  more  healthy  ilian  the 
naiii-e  Amerii-aii,s;  ilu:y  iverc  more  advanced  in  life. 

"The  troops  from  M  irylund,  Viroiiiia,  and  Nforth  Ca 
rolins,  sickened  for  the  uani  of  salt  provisions.  Their 
slrcngth  and  spirits  wore  only  to  he  restored  lo  ihem  by 
iin  ans  of  salt  bacon.  1  once  saw  a  private  in  a  Virginid' 
reaiuient  ihrow  away  Ins  ralion  of  choice  fresh  beef,  and 
giy.  sevun  shillings  and  six-peiice,  specie,  for  a  pound  ■ 
ot  salt  meat.  , 

"Most  ol  the  sufTeiings  and  inornility  in  our  hospitals 
were  occasioned  noi  so  much  by  aciuni  want  or  scarcity  ,, 
of  any  thing,  as  by  the  ignorunce,  iiot;ligeiice.  &,c.,  in 
pioviding  necessaries  for  thciii.  After  the  purKcyitig 
mid  diriclin^  iiparliiients  were  separatrd  (ngreeahle  to 
ihc  advice  ot  Dr.  .Vlonfo)  in  the  year  1778,  very  few  of 
iho  American  army  died  in  our  hospitals." 
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REL.'iTIONS  WITH  GRKA  T  BRITAIN.        \  appears   to  us   to  account  for  his  conduct  is  that  ofi      Sir  Robert  Put,  who  is  now  in  hi.  sixtieth  year,  i( 

exireme  incapacity.     Hb  has  il.)ne  every  thing  to  ag-  t  iji  slated  will  retire  from  public    ln'e   a*  soon  as  liis 


A  few  days  more  will  devclope   the  cnursi 
the  British  government  conclule  to  take,  in  relat 


gravnte  the  ililTiciillies  of  negotiation,  and  nothing  to    favorite  measures  arc  safely  through  parlnmcnl. 
provide   for   the  possibility  of  their  failure.     VVli:it        The   English  reform   meajures  are  enniiing  some 


to  the  Oregon  territory.  Tho  moncnl  is  full  of  **""''''  have  been  thought  or  said  in  this  or  any  o^her  atlcnlion  in  Germany.  A  co.nmission  has  been  or- 
interest.  Wiili'm  a  few  weeks  Great  Britain  will  <:ouiili-y.  ol  a  goveinmeiit  which  should  deliberately  dered  to  examine  into  them  and  report  lo  govern, 
have   adjusted  this  long  pending    dispute    with  the  [  '«»>'.'=  i^'  «"»'''  unprotected,  its  fleets  unmanned,  its    ment. 

United  States,  the  boundary  of  Oregon  will  he  detin-  .  armies  unequipped  and  undisciplined,  and  the  whole  \  Queen  Victoria's  lalkejofa  visiltoLouis  Philippe, 
ed,  and  a  lasting  pe.ce  cemented   between  the   two    machinery  of  war  unprovided,  whilst  its  policy  pro-  t  la  abandoned. 

greatest  eo.nmercial  nati  ms  of  the  world,— or,  a  '  ""l"^'  »  simultaneous  resistance  from  the  powers  on  ,  The  IMlij  .Veins,  is  said  to  be  a  failure.  Dickens 
war,  the  most  disastrous  to  commerce— lo  cjviliza  l  «a<:h  side  of  their  territories.'  The  thing  is  without  a  has  left  it,  and  the  paper  is  to  be  reduced  in  size  and 
tion,— to  the  Christian  familv,  that  perhaps  ever  oc-  I  precedent;  and  it  is  also  without  a  precedent  to  have    price. 

curred,  will  have  commenced,  the  issue  of  which,  '<»"«'»'  """  ^n  adversary  so  just  and  temperate,  that  Relatioss  with  the  U.  States.  In  the  course  of 
no  one  is  suffiL-ientIv  gifted  to  foretell.  Thousands  I  ^''^"  ""is  extreme  inequality  of  forces  will  not  in  luce  I  the  discussion  of  the  corn  bill,  in  the  hou««  of  com- 
upoQ  IhousanU.  of  lives  would  be  sacrificed.  New  .  "'  '^  "i*e  o"""  '•=■■">?.  But  most  assuredly  this  n  na  :  mons.  Lor!  John  Russell  thus  expressed  himself, 
and  more  dreadful  engines  of  destru'-lion  than  the  !'""«  for  "*'»''«''"<=«  <hcm.  The  honorable  desire  to  'Looking  at  one  of  ihe  greateslnationj  of  the  globe, 
world  has  ever  yet  witnessed,  would  be  brought  into  I  "'""'i  *ar  will  go  far  to  maintain  peace;  but  the  lear  I  am  happy  to  find  there  arc  symptoms  of  returning 
operation.  Steam,  with  its  thousand  horse  power  I  "f  »  ^'ar  which  it  is  physically  impossible  to  mam-  feelings  of  amity  and  good  will.  When  1  read  the 
concentrated  within  the  compass  of  a  few  feet.—  |  '*'"  *'"'  aJvantage  ought  to  go  much  further  in  the  speeches  of  Webster,  Calhoun,  and  others,  I  forget 
Lightning,  with  its  capacities  for  Iransmitlm^  heat,  councils  of  any  sane  governiieiit.  Before  .Mr.  Polk  all  the  idle  menace  wafted  from  the  other  side  of 
light,  and  Ihoughl,  thousands  of  miles  in  a  second  !?'*'='='' himself  in  this  ridiculous  position,  he  ought  to  i  the  Atlantic.  I  trust  her  majesty's  government  will 
of  time,  at  the  suggestion  of  a  single  operator.— any  I  have  calculated  the  means  he  has  at  his  disposal  for  be  able  to  fix  finally  the  limits  which  divide  the  do- 
feeble  human  being;— Iron  roads,  stretching  in  all  !  ?«'""?  out  of  it.  A  fe.v  months  ago  he  might  have  |  minion  of  her  majesty  from  those  of  the  U.  Slates; 
direcliims,  with  locomotives  and  trains  capable  of  j  *«"-''^J  'he  Oregon  quesii  m  on  equal  terms  w.ih  i  and  1  trust  the  conventicm  or  treaty  which  shall  set- 
moving  masses  of  men  or  munilun'  with  a  facility  ooinplete  honor  and  dignity.  At  present,  whatever  tie  that  boundary  will  he  bul  the  prelude  of  a  more 
bejond  any  thing  ever  known  or  thought  of  in  any  he  the  turn  given  to  the  negotiation,  the  presi  lent  j  intimate  connexion  between  us  and  that  vast  corn- 
former  war.  Who  will  venture  to  measure  the  ex-  |  "'"  ""'  escape  the  imputation  of  yielding  to  the  ,  monwealth  of  a  free  people;  that  we  shall  carry  on 
tent  of  injury   which   two   nations   thus  arm-d  and    necessity  of  the   case,  and    accepting  terms    which  I  togeiher  our  manufacturesand  our  agriculture,  vying 


struggling  with  maddened  ambitun  for  ascendency, 
would  inflict  upon  each  other.' 

The  extracts  which  we  make  under  our  foreign 
head  from  London  p.ipers  brought  by  the  Hibernia, 
it  will  be  observed,  were  generally  published  in 
London  prior  lo  their  having  received  the  despatches 
which  went  out  by  the  steamer  Cambria,  which  left 
Boston  on  the  l-^t,  and  reached  Liverp;ol  on  the 
evening  ol  the  14th  of  May;  and  which  announced 
the  final  action  of  congress,  directing  the  twelve 
months  notice  for  the  termination  of  the  joint  occu- 
pancy of  Oregon  to  be  given.  Pi  rhaps  the  ofiici.il  no- 
lice  may  have  been  sent  at  the  same  time.  They  had 
been  but  few  hours  in  the  hands  of  the  British  min- 
ister before  the  Hibernia  left.     The  announcement 


are  backed   by   the   whole  loree  of  Great  Britain.— 


His  own  folly  deserves  this  punishment,  and  it  will 
not  be  long  before  the  public  opinion  of  the  Union 
will  assign  him  a  place  in  the  annals  of  the  presidents, 
behind  even  Mr.  Tyler." 


The  British  Steamer  Terrible. — .4n  article  in  VVilraer 
and  Smith's  Times,  states  as  a  rumour,  that  "twenty 
gunners,  two  sergeants,  two  corporals,  and  two 
bombardiei-s,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Black- 
wood are  to  be  despatched  by  the  British  Government 
in  their  war  steamer,  the  Terrible,  to  Oregon  early 
next  month;  the  vessel  is  to  take  an  adequate  supply 
of  guns  and  stores;  and  3,000  excavators   are    to    be 


isdislincllymade  inlhe  latest  London  papers,  that  1  ^«"' '"  "'e  same  destination  with  all  possible  speed, 
Mr.  Pakenhah  will  be  forthwith  in-trucled  to  pre- 1  This  force  and  these  men  are  professedly  sent  to  the 
Bent  on  uUimnlum  lo  our  government.  We  shall  j  Hudson  Bay  Company's  territory,  but  it  would  be  use- 
Tin!'"'?  ?t  o^c  wheiher  the  49lh  parallel  is  to  be  in  j  less  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  bare  announce- 
reality,  as  it  hasaeen  called,  our  "figliting  line,"  or  i  ment  of  such  an   expedition,    while   the  territory    in 


wil.'i  each  other,  if  you  will,  to  make  our  productions 


the  line  of  peace.     If  war  is  to  be   the   result, 
shall  have  it  before  we  are  quile  "ready,"  that  is 
certain. 

Will  Great  Britain  lake  advantage  of  our  being 
now  engaged  in  a  war  with  Mexico,  to  insist  upon 
terms  which  but  for  that  occupation  of  our  resources, 
forces.  Sic,  she  would  not  have  persisted  iii? 

The  protracted  illness  of  Mr.  McLane,  our  min- 
ister at  London,  and  the  dealh  of  the  secretary  of 
legation,  Mr.  Melville,  at  such  a  moment,  are 
truly  inauspicious  incidents. 

That  our  own  eitculive  remain  perfectly  con- 
fident of  an  amicable  adjuslmenl  of  the  Oregon 
dispute,  and  of  peace   being  maintained  with  C 


Britain,  is  so  manifested  by  the  absence  of  the  least  !  with  another  load.  We  notice  that  shipments  are  ma- 
preparation  any  where  or  in  any  way,  lor  a  war  with  I  king  of  carriages,  which  we  suppose  are  for  Paixhan 
that  power,  ihut  this  maiiifestation  surmounts  all  j  guns,  intended  for  coast  fortifications.  Our  friends 
language,  in  the  eslinialioii  of  Europeans  as  of  the  iMessrs.  Knap  &  Totlen  are  turning  out  heavy  guns, 
people  of  ihiscoiinliy.     They  consider  il  conclusive,    balls,  and  bombs,  as  last  its  the  large  force  of  hands 


as  lo  ihe  viewsof  our  president. 

Although  there  is  cerlainly  room  for  doubt  and 
for  apprehension — serious  apprehension — yet  we 
have  an  abiding  laith  in  Ihe  prevalence  of  pacific 
counsels,  and  of  llie  niamle:iaiice  of  the  true  inte 
rests  as  well  as  the  preservation  of  peace  between 
two  countries,  which  are  so  essential  to  each  other 
for  good,  and  so  awful  lo  each  other  for  evil. 


FOREIGN. 


There  could  noi  have  been  suflicieni  lime  between 
the  arrival  '  iil  of  the  Cambria  ami  the  sailing  of  Ihe 
Hibernia,  for  the  British  minislers  lo  prepare  instruc- 
tions, and  «e  learn  that  none  have  been  received  by 
Mr.  Pakenhani.  Their  ultimatum  will  no  doubt  be 
here  by  the  20th  inst.  -y^^  Steamer  Hibernia  reached  Boston  on  Ihu  1st 

The  latest  article  we  have  on  the  subject  in  the  inst.  with  Liverpool  dates  to  the  19th  ,Vlay 
London  Times,  concludes  by  saying—  'Mr.  Polk  has  JtJr.  Peel's  cam  law  bill,  passed  to  a  third  reading 
neither  inspired  the  world  with  conlidente  as  a  friend  |  at  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  16lh,  the  debate 
of  peace,  nor  with  a  salutary  terror  as  an  aulhur  of '  having  continued  lo  that  hour.  O.i  the  18lh,  on  mo 
war.  In  professing  lo  raise  and  uphold  Ihe  character  i  lion  of  the  duke  of  Wellington,  the  bill  had  a  fir-i 
of  the  United  Sutes'  governmenl,  he  has  allowed  it  !  reading  in  the  house  of  lords,  the  duke  of  Richraon.l 
to  forfeit  a  character  for  discretion  without  gaining  a  '  alone  saying  non-eunteiit.     ll  was  to  have  a  second 


character  for  strength,  and  the  only  suggestion  which  I  reading  on  the  '25^1.     The  bill  will  no  doubt  pass. 
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more  and  more  perfect,  striving  in  the  neutral  mar- 
kets of  the  world,  for  pre-eminence;  striving,  also,  in 
our  respective  branches  of  production,  thai  we  may 
clothe  Ihem  and  they  may  ieed  us,  but  hoping  that 
there  never  shall  be  occasion  to  cross  the  bayonets 
of  the  Briton  and  American  on  any  bloody  field  what- 
ever.    (Loud  cheers  ) 

Sir,  with  this  wish  that  such  may  be  the  prelude  of 
Ihis  bill,  to  which  I  trust  ihe  other  house  of  parlia- 
ment, should  it  pass  by  a  great  majority  here,  will 
give  their  assent,  I  shall  give  my  hearty  support  to 
the  motion  for  the  third  reading.     (Great  cheering  ) 

Towards  the  close  of  his  speech  on  the  corn  ques- 
tion, the  same  evening.  Sir  Robert  Peel,  determined 
no^t  be  outdone  in  politeness  by  the  leader  of  the  op- 
pi/1'ition,  spoke  as  follows: 

The  noble  lord  (J.  Russell),  sars  he  hopes  that 
Ihe  discussion*  which  have  threatened  Ihe  mainten- 
ance of  all  amicable  rrhuioiis  with  the  Uniied  Slates 
will  be  brought  to  a  fortunate  close.  Sir,  I  think  I 
can  appeal  to  the  course  which  we  have  pursued 
against  some  obloquy,  some  r..iseonslruc!ion,  some' 
intimations,  that  we  were  abandoning  the  honor  of 
this  country— 1  think  I  can  appeal  lo  Ihe  past  experi- 
ence of  Ihis  government,  that  il  has  been  our  earnest 
desire,  by  every  eflbrl  consistent  with  national  ho- 
nor, lo  maintain  friendly  relations  with  every  coun- 
try on  the  face  of  the  globe.  This  prin.-iple,  as  long 
as  we  are  entrusted  wilh  Ihe  management  ol  public 
affairs  will  continue  to  influence  u-  in  respect  lo  the 
settlement  of  our  unfortunate  differences  wilh  the 
Uniied  Stales.     (Cheers.) 

This,  (says  the  European  Times)  "taken  in  con- 
nexion with  the  resolution  -jf  the  senate,  gives  us 
every  reason  to  believe  that  we  are  at  the  end  of  our 
differences,  and  that  a  short  time  only  can  elapse 
before  the  possibility  of  a  misunderstanding  between 
England  and  America  will  he  removed." 
<  The  London  EconinnisI,  st.\tis,  on  what  it  considers 
liigh  and  .uiiquesiiuuable  auihorily,  that  the  Oregon 
cpiesiion  is  on  the  point  of  a  salisfaclory  settlement. 
Auviv  r.i/-,Tuivr-        Ti  <•        i  .Ihe  London  Times  of   the   14th   ull.  says— "The 

ARMY  CLOTHI.\G.—  Three  ofourlai^e  manu-    pa^kei  which  will, ail  from  Liverpool  in  a  few  days 

will  convey  lo  the  United  Stiles  ttie  real  impression 
prodnciii  here  by  the  laie  intelligence.  If  the  reso- 
lution was  intended  as  a  threat  or  a  hostile  measure, 
it  has  totally  failed  lo  have  any  eflecl  whatever,  ex- 
cept that  It  is  probable  Mr.  Pakenham  will  be  at 
once  empowered  to  bring  the  controversy  to  a  prompt 
and  fi  al  issue. 

^  plea  for  peace.  An  address  to  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia  has  been  signed  by  1,000  persons  in 
Exeter,  Kngland,  and  forwarded.  These  are  reli- 
gious persons  who  deprecate  war  bet .  een  kindred 
nations  The  women  of  Exeter  wanted  to  sign  and 
requeiled  to  put  down  their  name:  i,  ^|je  address 
which  "as  refused.  The  women  lhi;n  f, .  up  a  meet- 
ing on  iheir  oirii  tiouk  and  their  adilre,;  las  signed 
oy  I.COU  persons,  of  all  conditions  and  rjok*.  Exeter 
13  an  old  city  in  the  west  of  England,  containing 
about  60,000  inhabitants.  . 


question  forms  the  subject  of  negotiation  between  the 
two  Governments,  is  calculated  to  produce  no  small 
excitement  in  America  amongst  the  parties  who  have 
been  striving  so  zealously  to  fan  the  smouldering 
embers  into  a  blaze." 

Ordin.vnce.  The  Pittsburg  Gazette  of  Monday  last 
says —  Judging  from  the  activity  in  the  Quartermas- 
ter's Department,  at  the  Arsenal,  and  among  our  Gov- 
ernment oftioers  generally,  operations  here  have  been 
stimulated  by  orders  from  Washington.  The  Viola 
left  here  last  week  loaded  with  cannon  and  munitions. 

The  Hatchee  Eagle  leaves  today  for  New  Orleans 


in  their  employ,  and  their  large  amount  of  machinery 
can  do  it. 


lacturers,  Messrs.  McCallment,  Dupont  and  VVhippen- 
ny,  have  received  commission  from  the  United  States, 
for  the  manufacture  of  60, 000  yards  kerseys,  and  20, 
000  yards  blue  cloth  for  the  use  of  the  United  States 
Army Phila.  .Vur//i  American. 
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THE  OREOOM  QDRSTIONT,  i 

.".......';    L:  :^  n   \iui :.[  „  <^;i, ontce, -V/.ji;  15.  | 

The  noilheaslern  boundary  was  settled  upon  the 
principle  of  purchasing  peace  at  any  price.  That^ 
principle,  hoivever,  is  a  fallacy.  Peace  cannot  be 
purchased  by  those  who  will  give  any  price  for  it. —  j 
We  were  liberal  enough  in  the  Ashburton  treaty,  but  ] 
our  liberality  has  not  done  us  much  good.  The  con- 1 
tinuance  of  peace  is  as  insecure,  or  more  insecure,  | 
than  ever.  In  fact,  it  is  impossible  not  to  see  that 
the  concessions  made  to  America  upon  the  north, 
eastern  question  have  been  a  main  cause  of  the  un 
reasonable  claims  advanced  to  the  Oregon  territory. 
England,  as  Mr.  Webster,  on  a  late  occasion  trium- 
phantly proved,  surrendered  hrge  advantages  in  the  ' 
former  case.  The  very  popular  and  very  legitimate  j 
inference  is,  that  by  proper  management  she  can  be 
got  to  do  the  same  thing  again.  Let  England  coun-  j 
tenance  this  inference.  Lut  her  show  that  in  the  [ 
west,  as  well  as  in  the  east,  she  will  for  peace  sake  ! 
yield  to  unjust  claims.  Let  her  supply  every  Ame- : 
rican  demagogue  with  a  ne>v  fact  to  prove  that  she 
19  squeezable— Ihat  there  needs  nothing  but  a  vigorous '. 
application  of  the  screw  to  force  her  down  to  any 
point  of  concession  that  may  be  desired;  and  will 
she,  after  all  this,  have  secured  peace?  Far  from  it. 
She  will  still  have  a  common  frontier  of  some  thou- 
sands of  miles  with  this  powerful  neighbor,  to  whose 
aggressive  ambition  she  will  have  supplied  the  sharp- 
est stimulants.  Causes  of  quarrel  will  never  be  want- 
ing, and  every  one,  as  it  rises,  will  occasion  some 
unmanageable  popular  excitement,  which  will  again 
require  to  be  allayed  by  English  concession;  until  at 
at  length  this  brave,  but  most  patient  people,  is 
roused  to  make  the  stand  which,  if  made  at  the  be- 
ginning, would  have  saved  a  world  of  mischief. 

We  are  not — God  forbid  that  we  should  be — in- 
sensible to  the  blessings  of  peace.  A  war  between 
England  and  America  would  be  one  of  the  most  de- 
plorable events  that  this  age  could  witness;  but  the 
question  now  is  not  whether  we  should  have  war  or 
peace,  but  whether  we  shall  better  avert  war  by 
concession  in  proportion  to  the  demands  made  upon 
us,  or  by  rfsolving  once  fur  all  that  it  is  not  snfi  to 
yield  to  a  grasping  adversary  more  than  his  just 
claims. 

We  must  not  bind  ourselves  to  the  spirit  of  terri- 
torial aggrandizement  which  has  become  the  popu- 
lar passion  in  America.  Tlie  pure  democracy  seems 
to  possess  the  unscrupulous  ambition  of  an  absolute 
sovereign.  It  looks  upon  the  possessions  of  its 
neighbors,  ami  the  idea  of  making  them  its  own  gra- 
dually acquires  an  irresistible  slrenijth.  It  h  ill  have 
them — tionestly  if  il  can — hut  it  will  have  them. — 
Louisiana,  Florida,  Ti-xas,  from  being  vaguely  long- 
ed fur,  hate  Oectme  integral  pans  of  llie  Union — 
Oregon  is  the  present  pas?ion,  and  Canada  suggests 
itsell  to  the  popular  imaginalion,  as  Texas  did  ten 
jears  ago.  This  ambiliun  must,  sooner  or  later,  be 
met  by  resolute  opposition.  It  never  will  be  met  so 
succe>slullj,  or  wiih  so  lilile  risk,  as  in  its  earliest 
attempts  at  unjust  aiquisUioii.  Assuredly  we  wou;d 
nut  have  any  diplumalic  techiiicalitie- stand  in  the 
way  of  renewing  negotiuliuns  wiih  America  nor 
would  an  English  slatesiiian  be  juslitied  in  relusing 
to  go  to  the  utmost  limit  ol  huiiuruble  conces  luij  for 
the  sake  of  peace;  but  we  do  tinnly  believe  that 
tlif  re  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  any  step  which  will 
ap,iear  to  America  an  abduduniucLl  of  what  we  are 
jjsily  entitled  to. 

Fr'ym  the  London  Times,  Mai/  8. 
The  resolutions  autliurjsin^  ihe  Fresideiil  of  ihe  Unit- 
ed Sinies  to  give  niiiice  lur  the  lermiiialion  of  ihc  Ore- 
gon convcnlioii  of  1W27,  have  \\\jw  rt-ceived  the  sanctiun 
of  the  eeiiaie  hy  a  iniijnniy  ul  40  lo  14  vuies.  Wine 
Weeks  ul  cunliiiuou-  dtbuie  may  he  suppused  to  have 
exhausied  the  muet  s'urdy  povvera  u(  parluiiieiilry  en- 
durorue;  and  from  ihc  si-iiaiorsul  Massachuseils  loilie 
newly-arnved  rt-presentatlvt-s  Irum  ihe  Stale  of  TeXiis, 
not  a  ineiiibtr  ot  ihis  sedaic  usscmtily  seems  to  have  lei 
this  impurlant  tupic  pass  in  sileiici-.  The  duuhis  and 
dilhciiliy  which  are  conimunly  conliiied  to  a  cabinclun 
qucBnuiis  of  ihiB  naliire  have  here  been  extended  lo  a 
spt-cies  of  popular  assembly,  and  oy^ravutcd  by  publi- 
ci  y  and  puny  opiril.  Bui  ilie  result  has  been  ihe  saiue 
as  il  ilie  reaohiiioiiB  had  been  introduced  by  Mr.  Polk; 
ami  public  upiniun  lliroiiijhout  ihi-  Union  has  been  in 
funned  niid  lovifjoraitd  by  the  debate.  In  spile  of  ihe 
len^ih  ol  lime  during  wlmh  we  liove  coniemplaicd  the 
approach  of  ihis  notice— Ihe  clear  cerluinly  of  the  re- 
eult  ot  Ihc  discussion— llie  unaniniiiy  which  we  may  bo 
saiu  10  hove  arrived  at  in  both  counliies  as  lo  the  expe- 
diency and  neccenily  of  piimnt;  an  end  lo  ihc  ilouhilnl 
coiuhliun  of  iho  qin-siion— miil  Ihe  iiii;iui;eni-e  wiih 
which  we  desired  ilmi  iliis  pi.Hinniary  slop  bIioiiUI  be 
taken,  in  ordir  ih:ii  ilu,  d.liniuvu  ncKolinlion  iiiiylu  he 
promiilly  resunird,  il  cnnnoi  ho  donbicd  that  the  solemn 
act  ol  the  American  Kovcinniuni,  which  is  abonl  to  as- 
sign 0  lerni  m  one  ol  the  most  nnnoriaiu  lerriloriiil  con- 
venliona  cxisiiiig  beiwecn  (Ireui  lintain  and  the  United 
Stales,  must  be  a  coiinidenibk-,  and  may  become  a  mo- 
nieiilouB,  event.  )n  Amencn,  ilio  debates  on  ihis  sub- 
ject have  almost  exclusively  monopolised  the  time  ol  the 
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•ition  of  thnpnhli'- since  tho  cim- 
__.  I  ,,i  ifcu're--.  lii  lli.scoui'iy, 
parliament  and  the  iiaiion  have  been  coiiient  lo  wait  ihe 
course  ot  evenly  and  to  leave  untouched  by  premature 
controversy  one  of  the  most  important  functions  of  the 
executive  oovernmeni,  and  one  of  ihe  highest  preruga- 
lives  of  the  crown.  Bni,  in  spile  of  ihe  excessive  dis- 
cussions to  which  the  Oregon  territory  has  given  rise  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  extreme  reserve 
which  has  hitherto  been  mainlained  on  this,  there  is  at 
bottom  the  same  deep  and  earnest  hope  in  botli  coun- 
tries that  thisquesiion  will  be  amicably  settled,  and  we 
trust  there  is  an  equal  resolution  in  llie  governmeiils  of 
both  ciiunlries  to  make  every  exerii.m  consistent  with 
their  true  interests  and  honor,  to  tenninale  ilie  coniro- 
versy.  Ii  is  in  this  spirit  that  we  are  willing  to  receive 
ihe  nolicn  for  the  termination  ol  the  existing  convention. 
It  is  in  this  spirit,  and  wiih  an  express  recommendation 
to  thai  pfiect,  ihc  resolutions  have  been  framed  and  car- 
ried in  both  houses  of  congress;  and,  in  the  same  spirit, 
we  do  not  doubt  that  the  negotiation  will  be  forthwith 
renewed. 

The  aliernaiive  is  now  distinctly  indicated.  The  ut- 
most  term  to  which  the  peace  of  the  world  can  be  pro- 
longed is  one  twelvemonth,  if  indeed  circumstances  do 
not  bring  about  a  much  earlier  rupiure,  unless  the  parti- 
tion of  the  Oregon  territory  be  finally  setiled  «'iihin  that 
period.  Never  was  a  heavier  responsibility  incurred  bv 
public  men;  never  was  a  graver  question  poised  m  the 
bahince  ot  Providence.  The  provisional  aorpement  un- 
der which  our  pacilic  rehiuona  with  ihe  U.  Slates  have 
subsisted  for  thirty  years  is  to  bo  superceded  by  a  final 
definition  o(  our  respective  rigliis  upon  the  northwestern 
coasi  of  America,  or  to  be  succeeded  by  war.  The  ves- 
sel is  already  loosened  from  the  moorings  at  which  she 
lay  in  peace.  The  conveniion  of  joint  occupancy  is  vir- 
Inally  ended;  and  the  destinies  of  these  two  great  na- 
tions—if,  indeed,  they  can  be  called  twoin,  which  have 
so  great  a  name,  a  language,  and  a  Ireedom  in  common 
with  each  other — are  exposed  to  the  fluotiiaiiims  of  ad- 
verse and  conflicting  claims.  The  emergency  is,  doubt- 
less, a  most  serious  one;  but,  happily  tor  the  honor  of  this 
couniry,  it  is  accompanied  by  none  of  those  feelings  ot 
excitement  amongst  ourselves  which  have  so  often  per- 
plexed the  afT.iirs  of  the  world;  and  it  will  be  niei  with 
the  deliberate  energy  of  men  as  conscious  of  our  duties 
as  of  onr  sirenglh. 

The  form  in  which  the  resoliilion  has  been  uliimalely 
adopted  by  ilie  senate  of  the  Uniied  Slates  is  extremely 
dignified   and   becoming,  and   in  ihis  respect  il  may  be 
regarded   as  a  triumph  of  the  moderate  parly  over  Ihe 
violent  and  eice-sive  pretensions  of  ihe  gentlemen  who 
act  wiih    .Mr.  Allen.     In  tlie  final  division  which  look 
'  place,  ii  votes  out  ot  40  belonged   to  the  whig  party; 
I  whilst  ooly  2  whigs  voted  with  the  extreme  party  againsi 
Ihe  lorm  in  which  it  was  prcposeil  that  the  notice  sliould 
be  given.     So  thai,  although  the  division  had  nothing  of 
I  a  parly   characler,  the  adhesion  of  ihe  whigs  secured 
ihat  moderation  of  language  for  which  il  is  remarkable. 
It  seems  that,  according  to  the   forms  of  congress,  the 
I  iiouse  of  reiireseniaiives  must  concur  in  the  resolution 
as  amended  by  the  senate,  and  fur  this  puopose  il  will 
I  undergo  some  further  debate   in  ihe  lower  house.     As 
the  nuiice  stands  in   Mr.  Crittendeirs  motion,  ihere  is 
I  not  an  expression  in  the  [rrcamble  with  which  we  do  noi 
I  cordially  concur — and  it  forins  a  striking  contrast  lo  the 
peremptory  and   unqualified  expresssions  used  by  Mr. 
I  Pulk  in  his  official  cummimicalions.     In  fad,  ^^hen  the 
senate  ot  ihe   United   States  speaks  of  ihe  "evil  conse- 
quences of  the  divided  iillegiance  of  an  American  and 
bniish  popuKoioti,  and  ol  the  confusion  and  conflict  of 
!  iialional  jurisdiction"  in  Orrgun,  ihey  substantially  re- 
cognize Ihat  principle  of  division    which  Mr.  h'olk  has 
hiiherio  denie'i,  and  they  imp'ise  upon  him  the  prosecu- 
lion  of  a  ncgoiiuiion  whicli  he  has  endeavored  to  render 
impo.-sible. 

1  bus  far,  ihen,  and  in  more  respects  than  one,  the 
American  notice  materially  improves  the  prospect  ol  a 
speedy  settlement.  It  recognizes,  in  general  terms,  the 
basis  upon  which  alone  sucli  a  seitlement  can  be  at 
tempted,  and.  by  putiing  an  end  lo  the  penod  of  joint 
occupancy,!'  prepares  us  lo  maintain  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent  tlu-  rif^hls  we  derive  J'rum  present  occupation.  What- 
ever be  llie  lale^uf  the  provii^lonal  lieulies,  v\c[irpsiime 
that  no  one  will  contest  that  ilio  righis  and  interests 
which  have  grown  up  hy  their  proieetion  and  anibority 
'ore  sacred,  both  under  ihe  leiier  of  those  Ireaii  s,  and 
under  the  ori^niat  rights  to  which  we  now  revert  in  all 
iheir  force.  Our  position  as  claimants  upon  an  equal 
rooting  with  Ihe  United  Stales  for  the  partition  of  ihe 
1  whole  Icrriioiy  in  dispute,  is  rather  sircnglhencd  than 
weakeiu'd  by  the  abrogation  of  ihe  treaty,  and  we  can 
noi  doubl  that  the  niinieiers  of  ihe  crowo  will  he  reaoy, 
upon  ihe  receipt  of  the  notice,  firmly  and  explicitly  lo 
declare  to  ihe  0L.binct  ol  Washiiit;toii,  what  those  righis 
are  which  ihey  have  been  "resolved  and  piepartd  lo 
maintain.''  Every  incident  which  has  occiiriHd  in  the 
coiir.se  of  ihe.ce  discussions  has  more  and  more  fully  con- 
vinced us  thai  wliilsi  a  compromise  is  iiecc-^.^arj',  and. 
indeed,  our  own  staltment  of  our  claim  sunge.sts  ii  divi- 
sion, no  i>urrendtr  of  those  clfinns  ran  be  aftcnipted.  We 
arc  not  conscious  oi  having  advanced  any  aigiinicnt,  or 
iiiodc!  any  assertion,  vtluch  is  not  greatly  wiiliin  the 
stnciesi  limiis  lo  which  Uriiish  n -hts  might  linve  been 
carried;  and  hetnw  the  line  which  has  been  traced  for  the 
policy  of  this  cmiiilry.  tics  nothing  hut  insa  uriti/  and 
disgrace  To  that  posiiiuii  we  ilii  returc  adhere;  we  have 
no  doubt  that  the  mmisicrs  of  the  crown  will  adhere  lo 
it  no  less  firmly,  confident  111  the  inainleiiaiice  of  just 
rights,  as  well  as  in  securing  peace, ^liey  are  supported 
by  Ihe  uiianiinuus  resoluiioii  of  ihe  people  of  England 


FRANrK. 

Lfcomte.  The  criminal  «  ho  lately  fired  at  Louis 
Philippe,  has  not  been  tried.  Endeavors  are  mak- 
ing to  trace  out  accomplices  either  amongst  the  le- 
gitimates or  republicans,  or  at  least  to  avail  of  po- 
pular apprehensions.     France  appears  to  be  quiet. 

In  relation  to  .Mexico  and  the  United  States,  the  Paris 
correspondent  of  Wilmer  and  Smith's  Times,  writes, 
that  the  subject  "excites  considerable  interest  here; 
but  little  is  said  therron,  either  in  conversation  or  by 
the  newspapers.  The  latter,  however,  carefully 
translate  all  intelligence  they  can  find  in  the  Ameri- 
can or  English  papers  bearing  upon  the  subject.  Of 
course,  there  is  but  one  opinion,  that  if  the  poor 
devils  of  iMexicans  go  to  war  with  the  Uniied  Slates, 
they  will  get  a  most  terrible  licking.  From  what  1 
can  collect,  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  the  United  States, 
al  present,  were  to  attempt  to  conquer  Mexico,  or 
even  to  annex  any  considerable  portion  of  its  terri- 
tory, they  would  cause  great  dis.satisfaclion  in 
France;  and,  in  all  probability,  would  have  to  en- 
counter the  decided  hostility  of  the  French  govern- 
ment. A  reference  to  M.  Guizot's  very  remarkable 
seeeches  on  Ihc  Texan  question  will  show  that 
France  attaches  very  great  importance  to  the  pre- 
servation of  Mexico  as  a  separate  nation,  and  that, 
apart  from  that  consideration,  it  would  regard  unfa- 
vorably any  further  aggrandisement  of  the  United 
Stales.  Mr.  Polk,  it  is  true,  has  declared  that  nei- 
ther France  nor  England  shall  mterlere  in  the  affairs 
of  the  American  continent;  but,  ihen,  M.  Guizot 
has  also  declared  in  the  most  formal  manner,  in  the 
name  of  Fiance  that  it  will,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Folk, 
interfere  as  often  and  in  such  manner,  as  il  pleases 
in  American  affairs.  1  say  again,  then,  tlial  my  opin- 
ion is  that  any  seizure  of  Mexican  territory  by  the 
Uniied  States  government  would  be  stoutly  objected 
to  by  France;  and,  no  doubl,  also  by  England.  It 
would  be  ludiciousin  me  to  presume  to  advise  Ameri- 
can statesmen  a«  to  the  course  to  adopt  in  the  present 
posture  of  aflairs;  bul  I  say  to  American  journalists 
— wait!  wait!  wait!  wait!  and  in  a  few  years  Mexico 
will  be  yours;  bul  if  you  atlenipt  to  seize  it  now,  or 
any  portion  of  it,  you  will  n'ost  likely  have  to  count 
with  England  and  France,  and  in  that  case  you  may 
depend  upon  it  that  England  and  France  united  will 
be  too  strong  for  you. 

SPAIN. 

The  insurrection  in  Galitia  is  suppressed.  Num- 
I  ers  of  the  conspirators  have  been  shot. 


NATIONAL    AFFAIRS. 


Appointments  by  the  President, — By  and  icith 
the  advice  and  consent  cfthe  Senate. 

M.^RCus  Morton,  collector  of  customs  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
chusetts,  vice  Lemual  Williams,  removed. 

Lewis  Warrington,  captain  of  United  States  navy, 
to  be  chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 
vice  Captain  Crane,  deceased. 

Joseph  S.mith,  Captain  Uniied  States  navy,  to  be 
chief  of  Bureau  of  Navy  Yards  and  Docks,  vice  Lewis 
Warrington,  transferred. 

John  C.  W.^tro.vs,  to  be  judge  of  the  District 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Texas. 

George  W.  Brown,  to  be  attorney  for  the  District 
of  Texas. 

John  M.  Allen  to  be  marshal  of  the  United  States 
for  tlie  District  of  Texas. 

Gersham  j.  Van  Brunt,  now  a  lieutenant,  to  be  a 
commander  in  the  navy,  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned 
by  tlie  death  of  commander  Richard  A  Jones. 

Peter  W.  Murphv  and  John  B.  Randolph,  now 
passed  midshipmen,  to  be  lieutenants  in  the~navy,  to 
fill  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  death  of  lieutenant 
JohnC.  Henry  and  the  promotion  of  lieutenant  Gei^ 
sham  J.  Van  Brunt. 

The  Cabinet — The  "Ihiion"  of  tlie  23rd.  ult. 
contradicts  reports  that  arc  to  be  found  in  sundry  daily 
journals,  that  a  change  is  contemplated  in  the  cabinet. 
The  article  says,  "that  whig  presses  should  predict 
what  they  desire,  and  hiul  their  missiles  at  the 
President,  or  his  Secretaries,  is  not  very  surprizing" 
but  complains  that  "democratic  friends"  sliould  lend 
their  columns  to  such  surmises  and  assaults:  and  adds 
"There  is  not  thcslightestintenlionof  making  a  change 
in  the  cabinet;  »  •  *  «  ufon  this  the  president  has 
made  up  his  mind.  *  •  *  •  The  able  and  efficient 
secretaries  whom  he  has  drawn  around  him,  will  re- 
main, at  their  posts." 

"Wc  understand,  from  a  reliable  source,  thai  it  is 
the  iniention  of  the  Goveniment  to  send  a  force  to  Ctdifci^ 
nia  sufficient  to  take  possession  of  that  country  and  to 
hold  on  to  it."—J\'ashvilte  I'jiii.n. 
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DIPLOMATIC  .TOURXAL.  1 

IT,  S.  Lecatiov  at  Loxdov. — Letters  bioisght  by  the  , 
Hibemia  announce  the  death  of  Gimsevoort  Jlelville, 
Esq.,  Seci-ctary  of  the  Unite't  Stales  Legation  at  the 
Coui-t  of  St.  James.  He  died  on  the  1  ^th  of  May,  af- 
ter an  ilhiess  of  three  weeks.  The  body  has  been  sent , 
home  for  interment 

Mr  McL-ine  was  still  so  unwell  as  to  be  unable  to  , 
leave  lus  room.  He  could  not  even  be  present  at  the  j 
funeral  ceremonies  performed  over  tlie  body  of  Mr.  I 

Melville.  | 

Mtiriige  of  Vie  .limi-ican  .Uiiii'fcc  u(  Ttirin.  The 
Hon  Robert  Wickliffe  Jr.,  Charge  d"  Affaires  of  the 
United  States  at  Tm-in,  was  married  on  the  7th  April 
to  .Miss  Josephine  Vaji  Houtun  of  Rotterdam —  a  lady 
of  rank  and  fortune.  The  marriage  was  eelebratod  in 
the  chapel  of  tlie  Prusian  Embassy,  at  Turin,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr,  Bert,  pastor  of  the  Protestant  I.,egatioiis. — 
In  the  evening  Mr.  W.  entertained  the  bride  and  a 
distinguished  party  at  diinier.  The  act  of  marriage 
was  attested  by  the  Chevalier  Biscarra,  for  the  bride, 
and  by  Mr.  G.  J.  Crufts,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  for  the 
bridegroom. 

Meltemfl  .ili's  son,  Tbraham  Pasha,  is  in  Paris,  and  is 
a  lion  of  the  first  order.  He  occupies  himself  in  visi- 
ting the  public  buildings  and  every  thing  worthy  of  no- 
tice. He  is  lodged  in  the  Eleysse  Bourbon,  a  splen- 
did mansion  belonging  to  the  state,  and  all  the  honors 
that  the  Government  can  show  to  royally  have  been 
heaped  upon  him. 

General  .Almomte,  the  last  Minister  from  Mexico 
to  the  United  States,  and  who  was  one  of  Parcdes's 
first  Cabinet  Ministei's,  and  received  the  appointment 
from  him,  of  Minister  from  Mexico  to  England  and 
France,  has  had  his  said  appointment  annulled,  by 
the  Mexican  government,  before  reaching  his  des- 
tination.    He  is  recalled. 

Tlie  re.ison  for  this,  is  said  to  be,  a  broad  presump- 
tion at  least,  if  not  proof  positive,  obtained  by  the 
Mexican  President  ad-interim,  that  the  said  General 
Almonte  was  engaged  in  a  conspiracy,  probably  ivith 
Santa  .\nna.  He  was  know  n  to  have  proceeded  from 
Vera  Cniz,  where  the  latter  is  still  popular,  and  has 
a  large  party  favorable  to  bis  return  to  authority  in 
Mexico,  direct  to  Santa  .\nna's  residence  in  Cuba, 
and  to  have  been  iu  coufideutial  correspondance  with 
him  there. 

Almonte's  Secretary,  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz,  with 
private  papci-s  and  correspondence  which  fell  into 
tlie  hands  of  Paredes. 

Santa  Anna. — The  IS".  Orleans  Picayune  of  May 
19th.  mentions  a  familiar  conversation  had  very 
recently  by  a  gentleman  .villi  Santa  Anna  ai  Havana, 
who  assures  him  that  the  ex-president  of  Mexico 
deprecates  the  war  with  the  United  States  as  sure  to 
be  disastrous  to  Mexico.  He  spoke  of  the  mon- 
archical projeet  as  a  decided  failure,  and  said  he 
believed  tliat  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Mexico 
would  prefer  annexation  to  the  United  States,  to  the 
rule  of  any  Spanish  prince.  He  had  no  expectation 
himself  of  returning  to  Mexico  at  present,  and  Ikis 
recently aented  a  new  house. 

An  .\merican  Matron.  At  a  meeting  held  at 
Washington  last  week,  Lieut.  Porter,  who  be  it  obser- 
ved, entered  the  United  States  navy  as  a  common  sai- 
lor, and  worked  his  way  fairly  to  his  present  grade, 
made  some  spirit-stirring  observations,  amongst  which 
he  related  the  following,  "My  father  (Commodore 
Porter)  had  three  sons.  To  one  he  gave  a  pistol,  to 
another  a  gun,  and  to  the  tliird  a  sword;  v.-it!i  the  injunc- 
tion never  to  surrender  them  but  with  life.  How  far 
this  has  been  regarded,  let  the  death  of  my  poor  unfor- 
tunate brother,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  speak.  I  will  not 
say  what  I  will  do,  but  I  am  only  waiting  my  govern- 
ment to  command.  A  few  days  ago,  I  received  a  let- 
ter from  ray  mother,  in  which,  after  alluding  to  the 
death  of  her  son,  she  said,'  my  son,  I  should  be  glad 
to  see  you,  but  i  prefer  that  you  go  the  other  way'.' 
These,"  said  he,  'were  the  words  of  a  Spartan  mother.' 

Postage  Receipts —  The  Postmaster  General  has 
laid  a  report  before  the  Senate,  giving  the  operations 
of  tlie  post  office  law  m  the  United  States  for  the  month 
of  October  last.  The  following  in  substance,  is  the  re- 
su  t; — \umber  of  single  letters  paying  five  cents,  2. 
139  203 — gross  receipts  $106961);  nu.-nber  of  single 
letters  paying  ten  cents,  771, 669 — gross  receipts  $77, 
166,  the  number  of  dropped  letters  was  .50,842.     The 


ship  letters  numbered  1.5,348,  and  paid  like  the  drop  |  forthwith,  to  defend  them  from  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
letters,  two  cents  each.  Massachusetts  made  the  fol-  .\nother  company  was  ordered  out  by  the  authorities 
lowing  return"  for  the  month: — Five  rent  lettei-s.  31.^.  ,  of  the  town  of  St.  Augustine,  for  the  same  purpose. 
617;  ten  cent  letters,  15,19(5;  newspapers,  •'>.'*3,429.  j  The  Delta  adds,  that  if  this  account  he  true,  "the 
This  is  equal  to  any  state  in  the  Union,  for  the  jiopu- 1  position  r.f  Governor  Butler  and  the  Indians  com- 
lation,andequaltoPensylvaniam  the  number  of  news-  missioner  is  a  precarious — perhaps  wc  should  say,  a 
papers.  |  dangerous  one." 


Exi'Ress  Riding.  Probably  the  most  extraoiilinary 
equestrian  feat  of  modem  times,  was  accomplished 
the  other  day  by  Fre».  Tvler,  a  youth  of  fifteen  years 
of  age,  who  rode  the  express  between  B)akcly  (oppo- 
site Mobile)  and  Montjomen,',  bringing  the  lalenew= 
from  the  seat  of  war.  The  distance  one  hundred  and 
ninety  miles,  was  accomplished  in  thirteen  hours — and 
during  the  entire  night,  he  caught  and  saddled  his  hors- 
es— none  of  which  were  in  readiness,  as  he  was  not 
looked  for  by  those  having  the  horses  in  charge. — He 
was  rewarded  with  a  contribution  purse  of  seventy 
dollars. 

Sentence  or  A  Postmaster  for  Mml  FioBnrRT.— 
Eben  H.  Clark  late  Postmaster  at  Cherry  Ridu'C, Wayne 
county.  Pa.  convicted  of  abstracting  money  from  let- 
ters, was  sentenced  at  Philadelphia  by  Judge  Randall, 
on  the  30ult,  to  ten  years'  imprisonment  in  the  Eas- 
tern Penitentiary.  "This  was  the  minimum  amount  of 
punishment  under  tlie  act  of  Congress.  Clark  is  a 
young  man,  only  a  little  past  30,  and  has  a  wife  and 
several  children.  He  has  always  borne  a  good  char- 
acter, and  committed  the  offence  in  an  unfortunate  mo- 
ment of  temptation.  The  wliole  sum  he  obtained  wa^ 
less  than  one  hundred  dollars.— When  detected  he 
made  a  frank  confession  and  restored  every  dollar. — 
Fatal  error. 

SEIZURE— The  U.  S.  Marshal  of  New  Orleans 
seized  the  schooner  Juniata  on  the  2.5ult,  she  being 
the  property  of  a  citizen  of  Mexico. 

Indian  Journal — The  Cherokees,  continue  to 
become  victims  to  factions  of  their  own,  and  demon- 
strate too  fatally  that  they  still  retain  the  ferocity  of 
their  race.  The  Arkansas  Intelligencer  says,  that  a 
few  days  since  a  poor  inoffensive  negro  was  most  in- 
humanly and  barbarously  murdered.  He  was  shot 
in  the  side  aud  did  not  linger  long,  but  sufficiently  j 
however,  to  tell  a  passer-by  that  Tom  Star  and  another 
Cherokee  killed  him.  On  tlic  same  da}',  a  party  of 
Cherokee  pofice,  in  defiance  of  the  intercourse  laws, 
crossed  our  line  and  shot  three  Stars,  Dick,  an  inno- 
cent cripple,  who  had  wronged  nobody,  Ellis,  and 
Williams.  Dick  was  shot  three  times  and  has  since 
died  of  his  wounds — Ellis  was  shot  in  the  jaw  and 
arm.  William  through  the  hack.  Whatever  crimes 
may  have  been  committed  by  these  last  two  named 
men,  the  Cherokee  police  has  perpetrated  an  act  of  I 
violence  which  should  be  severely  rebuked,  and  that 
most  promptly  too. 

The  Stars  have  greatly  cm-aged  the  citizens  at 
Evansvilie  by  their  disorderly  coi.duct,  and  they  have 
determined  to  take  the  matter  out  of  (ien.  Arhuekle's 
and  Governor  Drew's  hands  and  right  themselves. — 
They  have  armed  and  embodied  themselves  in  diftL-rcnt 
stations  along  the  line,  one  company  passing  through 
this  place  on  Thursday  in  pursuit  of  the  Stars. 

We  understand  that  Captain  Brown  has  stationed 
soldiers  at  dilti.'rent  houses  to  protect  them  from  out- 
rage. Both  Gen.  Arhuekle's  policy  and  the  savage  ' 
ferocity  of  the  Hos^  Police  have  contriliuted  to  bring  ! 
about  and  keep  up  this  awful  and  lamentable  state." 

An  Indian  War  apprehended. — Wherever  there 
is  fighting  in  the  neighborhood  of  Indians,  appif.iien- 
sions  are  naturally  entertained.  It  is  difficult  to  keep 
their  braves  quiet.  An  occasion  for  dispute  is  seldom 
wanting.  It  seems  that  u  party  of  Cherokee  Indians 
some  years  ago  bought  from  the  New  York  Land 
company,  a  tract  of  laud  in  the  far  Northern  part  of 
!  Texas,  for  which  they  paid  jj30,000.  The  Texian 
i  government  were  not  satisfied  with  their  selling  there. 
'  On  war  occurring  upon  the  Rio  Grande,  the  Cherokees 
'  volunteered  their  services  to  Governor  Hender.^on, 
who,  it  is  said,refused  to  accept  of  their  offer.  Whether 
the  Cherokees  took  oflenee,  or  whetlier  the  Mexicans 
1  had  mean  time  been  tampering  with  them,  will  prob- 
I  ably  be  known  hereafter,  certain  it  is,  that  suspicious 
I  movements  on  their  part  alarmed  the  vicinity.  The 
j  Delta,  of  May  23d  states,  that  a  Mr.  Gardner,  from 
I  Sabine,  Texas,  reached  Natchitoches  the  evening 
I  before,  who  stated  that  the  autliorit  es  of  Sabine 
1  county  had  ordered  out  a  company  of  mounted  men 


Choctaw  Volunteers.  Colonel  Pikhlin,  an  educa- 
ted Chief  of  the  Choctaw  triije, — a  man  of  fine  talents, 
the  East  Floridian,  published  at  Clinton,  Louisiai  a 
states,  has  offered  the  serveres  of  5000  wai-riors  of  his 
tril;c,  to  the  U  S.  government,  to  march  across  Texas 
again.tt  Mexico. 

Emigrants  to  California The  Western  Ex- 
positor says: — "Wc  notice  among  those  going  out  to 
Califoniia,  Wm.  H.  Russel,  Dr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Gray- 
son, Mr.  M'Kinstry,  Mr.  Newton  "and  others  from 
below;  Messi's.  Lippineott  and  Jeflerion  from  New 
York,  and  from  about  here,  ex-Governor  Boggs,  Judge 
iVlorin,  Rev.  Mr.  Dunleaiy,  and  hosts  of  others," 

Tlif  Oregon  emigrants,  have  gone  on  in  advance  of 
the  Californians,to  their  great  encampment  on  the  Kan- 
sas river,  about  one  hundred  miles  west  of  this.  We 
have  not  yet  received  a  census  of  their  company,  but 
will  in  a  few  days.  The  California  emigrants  held  a 
meeting  twenty-five  miles  west  of  this  place,  on  Indian 
Creek,  and  elected  their  officers — Col.  Wm.  H.  Rus- 
sell, ofCallaway,  was  elected  their  Captain.  They 
have  141  fighting  men,  71  women,  ;uid  UI9  children, 
and  128  wagons.  Ex-Gov.  Boous  and  Rev.  Jas  Dun- 
i.eavt,  of  this  county,  arc  among  them,  with  their  fam- 
ilies. There  are  many  Kentackians  with  them,  who 
evince  the  same  darhig  spirit  that  characterized  their 
fathei-s  in  the  settlement  of  that  highly  favoured  re- 
gion, the  land  of  their  birth. — *'(.  Louis  Hep. 


The  Mormons.  —  The  St.  Louis  Republican  says 
that  the  number  of  Mormons  who  left  Nauvoo  during 
the  week  ending  on  the  14th  ult.  may  be  set  down  at 
thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  souls.  The  number  of  new 
settlers  is  estimated  at  two  hundred  heads  of  families. 
— Three  fourths  of  the  improved  property  on  the  "flat" 
h-as  changed  hands;  on  the  hill  the  proportion  of  sales 
is  not  so  great.  Very  few  farms  remain  unsold.  The 
Hancock  Eagle  makes  the  total  number  of  teams  on 
the  opposite  of  the  river  about  fourteen  hundred.  The 
Eagle  thinks  that  twelve  thousand  have  left  the  state; 
and  that,  in  a  few  weeks,  it  may  be  announced  that  "the 
Mormons  have  left  the  State." 

Mormons  iVom    FENsTLVA>fiA  for  California 

Several  families  of  Mormons,  numbering  between 
forty  and  fifty  persons,  arrived  at  St  Louis  last  week 
on  board  the  steamboat  Denizen.  They  are  from 
Chester  and  Sdinylkill  counties(Pa.,)  and  go  to  Nauvoo 
for  the  purpose  of  joining  tlie  companies  that  are  going 
from  tliat  point.  They  appear  of  the  better  sort  of 
people,  intelligent  looking,  and,  from  appearances,  are 
possessed  of  some  properly. 

NAVAL    JOURNAL. 

African  S<iu\dron. — Thi  United  States  Ship  Ymk- 
tova,  eh.  H,  Bell,  commander,  from  Port  Craya,  Cape 
de  Verd,  arrived  ai  Boston  on  the  29th  ult.  having 
been  absent  from  the  United  States  twenty  months 
V.  itliout  losHigone  man  by  sick-uess  or  accident.  She 
has  vtoited  the  following  places  during  her  crize.  viz. 
Funchal,  Madeira,  Santa  Cruz,  Teiieriffe,  Port  Prays, 
Cape  de  Verds,  Cape  Mount  Africa.  Monrovia,  Sinon' 
Settra  Kron,  Half  Cavally,  Tabor  River,  Half  Beverly' 
Cape  Lapan,  Dix  Cove,  Hmina,  Cape  Coast,  Accra' 
Seirra  Leone,  Quilta,  Lagas,  Princess  Island,  Gaboon 
River,  ."^mbriz,  St.  Paul  de  Loando,  St.  Philip  de 
Bebguela,  Kabinda,  Lonesa,  Loai.go,  Goango  Lay 
K'Jongo,  and  Mayumba.  Most  of  the  above  places 
have  been  visited  twice,  and  some  of  them  more. 

Left  the  flag  .ship  Jamestown,  Commodore  Skinner 
Commander  Cunningham;  sloop  ^Iarion,  Comniandcr', 
Simonds;  brig  Dolphin,  Commander  Pope,  and  sb  re- 
ship  Soutliamptoii,  Lieutenant  Commanding  MoitIs. 
The  Jamestown  has  been  at  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands 
since  the  13tli  December  last,  liie  Marion  arrived 
from  a  cruize  in  the  Bight  of  Benin,  on  the  25lh  of 
April,  and  was  to  sail  again  in  a  few  days  fcr  tl  e 
Coast.  Tlie  Dolphin  arrived  from  the  wuidward 
coast  on  the  20th  April,  to  sail  the  next  day  (May  3) 
fur  the  Canary  IsKinds.  The  brig  Boxer  was  cruis- 
ing  on  the  Coast  in  the  vicinity  of  tlie  Congo.  "Ihe 
general  health  of  the  squadron  was  good. 
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nah  left   Brookl™  Isuch  an  event  to  be  probable,  but  that  he  took  such  I  if  the  administration  can  effect  it,  and  one  substituted 

-"»rdonthe  3rd     Her  officer^   LaUpresL   measures  an^  to   inevitably   pre.   which  would  reduce  the  dut.es  unon  imported  art.cles. 

TZlltZ.  Commande":  Wm^  W.  McKe^an;  1st  jduce  that  result,. bether  designedly  fr^L^?!]™!!:  I  ^X^r'^d  object  of  this  reduction,  is  to  increase 


R  Hie  United  States  Sloop  of  Jf 
navy  yard  on  the  3rd.    H 
among  them:  Commander 


'.^"'Lre  all  present  j  measures  and  gave  such  orders  as  to   inevitably   prcK  ]  which  wonM  reduce  the  duties  upon  imported  articles 
er    „„„ajiiW.  McKean;  1st   duce  that  result,  whether  designed, 
lieutenant,  Edward  M.  vkrd;  purser,  C.  O^IIandley;  j  or  ^'-ty  of  this_  insim^ion  will  in^dr.  ^-^^^ 


surgeon,  Daniel  S.  Green;  master,  Nathan  C.  Bryant. 
Her  crew,  amounting  to  some  one  hundred  and  thirty 
men;  supposed  to  be  bound  for  the  Pacific. 

The  United  States  Schooner  F/irt,  Lieutenant  Sinclair, 
sailed  on  the  25th.,  for  Brazos  Santit^o. 

The  Steamer  Galveston,  left  N.  Orleans,  on  the  23rd 
ult.,  for  the  Rio  Grande,  with  the  remaining  five 
companies  of  Col.  B.  Peyton's  remnant  staff  and 
columns. 

The  Mobile  Herald  of  the  26th  ult.  says,  "Purser 
Watson,  a  bearer  of  despatches  to  Commodore  Connor 
arrived  in  this  city  yesterday,  via  Pensacola,  and  sails 
to  day  for  Vera  Cruz  in  the  Revenue  Cutter  Craw- 
ford. 

"Recruits  fob  the  N.tvT,  A  draft,  consisting  of  1 1 
seamen,  7  ordinary  seamen,  17  landsmen,  and  5 
boys,  recruited  in  Baltimore,  left  on  the  2nd  inst. 
under  the  charge  of  Lieutenant  Reid,  for  the  Brandy- 
wine,  now  fitting  out  at  Boston. 

Njivy. — There  are  now  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard 
the  rollowing  yessels  of  war:  .Vttc  York.  74,  on  stock», 
unfinished.  St.  Lawrence,  frigate,  on  the  stocks,  near- 
ly ready  for  launching.  Delaware,  74,  inordinary; 
Constellation,  frigate,  do  ;  Vandalia,  Fairfield,  and  Si 
Louis,  sloops  of  war,  do.;  Water  Witch,  steamer, 
and  Onkahye,  schooner,  do.;  Brandywine,  frigate, 
Decatur,  sloop,  and  Truxton,  brig,  repairing;  Pciin- 
sylvanitt,  ship,  (120  guns,)  and  Engineer,  steamer,  in 
commission. 

Workmen  are  busily  engaged  in  preparing  for  sea 
the  frigate  Brandywine,  sloop  Decatur,  and  brig 
Truxton.  The  fornjer  sloop  is  in  dock,  undergoing 
thorough  repairs,  and  being  newly  coppered;  the  lat- 
ter was  expected  to  be  ready  for  sea  Ibis  week,  but 
we  understand  that  on  examination  much  rollen 
wood  is  found  in  her  which  must  be  removed.  She 
will  be  sent  to  sea  without  delay.  There  are  about 
six  hundred  and  fifty  mechanics  and  laborers  em 
ployed  in  the  yard. 

ARMY    JOURNAL. 

Orders  have  been  received  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment at  Washington,  directing  company  H,  at  New- 
port, and  company  G,  from  Governor's  Island,  N  Y., 
to  proceed  to  Texas  as  soon  as  transportation  can  be 
procured.  The  following  officers  will  accompany  the 
troops: — 

Company  H — Captain  Henry  Swartwout;  First 
Lieutenants,  .Tohn  Sedgwick  and  Wm.  A.  Nichols, 
Second  Lieut.,  Henry  J.  Hunt. 

Company  G — First  Lieutenant,  M.  L.  Shackelford; 
Second  Lieutenant  Ripley;  Second  Lieutenant  George 
Edwards. 

The  transport  will  touch  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  and 
receive  on  board  two  companies  of  the  4th  Artillery, 
and  at  Charleston,  and  receive  one  of  the  3d.  do. 

Captain  William  W.  Chapman,  and  Capt.  Robert 
Allen,  of  the  General  Staff,  will  also  leave  to-day  for 
Texas. 

Flvimo  Artillery. — Company  H.  Captain  Swart- 
wout, of  the  2d.  Reg.  of  Artillery,  stationed  at  Fort 
Adams,  New  Yort  R.  I.  received  orders  on  the  28th 
ult.  to  proceed  to  N.  York,  from  whence  no  doubt 
they  will  embark  for  the  Rio  Grande.  Newport 
papers  speak  highly  of  the  company 

Company  E.  Capt.  Merchants,  has  orders  to  pro- 
ceed from  Fort  Trumbull,  New  London,  to  garrison 
Fort  Adams. 


be  as^eAained;  until  then  the  executive  is  entitled   to  1  the  revemie  by  mducing  >3rgei^partatK,r^ 


such  a  fair  share  of  public  confidence  as  is  necessary 
to  a  successful  conduct  of  the  war,  with  a  view  to  its 
speedy  and  successful  termination. 

So  far  as  we  can  judge  by  the  present  spirit  of  the 
public  journals,  the  question  of  the  origin  of  the  war, 
seems  to  be,  by  general  consent,  postponed, — as  a 
family  dispute  which  can  be  settled  hereafter.  We 
ARE  AT  WAR, — and  all  hands — and  all  hearts,  are  re- 
quired to  use  efforts  to  aid  the  government  in  making 
that  war  as  brief  as  possible.  On  this  point  all 
political  parties  speak  and  think  alike.  To  carry  out 
this  the  representatives  of  every  party  in  congress 
vote  alike.  The  government  meets  with  no  opposition 
to  their  call  for  either  men  or  money  to  prosecute  the 
war,  any  more  than  to  their  recommendation  to  "re- 
cognise the  existence  of  the  war,"  which  we  believe 
not  one  member  in  congress  opposed,  though  some 
few  votes  dissented  from  the  expression  of  opinion  as 
to  the  provocation  for  wai-  with  which  the  declaration 
set  out.  The  war  may  be  assumed  as  having 
been  virtually,uvANiMoiTSLv  authorised  by  congress,  and 
as  now  being  as  unanimously  sustained  by  the  people, 
so  far  at  least  as  to  enable  the  government  to  prosecute 
it  with  every  energy,  to  a  successful  termination. 

Thus  armed  and  thus  countenanced,  the  country 
cannot  but  look  with  deep  solicitude  to  the  govern- 
ment for  an  able  conduct  of  the  war.  How  much 
there  is  dependent  upon  this. 

It  was  said  above,  that  the  President  must  have  at 
least  contemplated  the  strong  probability  of  a  war  with 
Mexico,  and  this  implies  of  course,  that  he  must  have 
prepared  some  general,  comprehensive  plan,  for 
carrying  on  the  war  and  for  achieving  the  object  for 
which  the  war  was  commenced 

That  no  general  plan  has  been  arranged,  should 
not  be  concluded  from  the  fact  that  no  publication  of 
such  plan  has  been  made.  The  government  might 
not  deem  it  good  policy  to  announce  their  designs  as 
to  conducting  the  campaign. 

This  may  be  true  as  to  details,  and  as  to  some 
general  views  on  foreign  relations.  The  Executive 
is  fairly  entitled  to  have  some  state  secrets,  as  well  as 
secret  service  money. 

But,  allowing  full  latitude  to  these,  there  must  be, 
or  certainly  should  be,  well  arranged  by  the  govern- 
ment, some  general  plan  for  conducting  the  war, 
some  distinct  outlines  as  to  both  means  and  ends, 
sufficient  to  satisfy  a  people,  jealous  of  both  their 
honor  and  their  interests,  that  tlieir  confidence  is 
deserved,  and  that  the  sacrifices  which  they  arc  called 
upon  to  make  in  the  cause  of  their  country,  are  en- 
trusted to  the  management  of  competent  authorities, 
and  will  be  well  improved.  The  country  is  looking 
to  the  government  with  profound  anxiety  for  the 
announcement  of  so  much  of  their  views  as  fairly 
come  within    the   scope    of  these  remarks. 

As  TO  Finances, — what,  for  instance,  is  the  govern- 
ment's estimates,  of  the  expenses  which  the  prosecution 
of  tlie  war  will  necessarily  entail  upon  the  country? 

What  are  their  resources  for  defraying  those  ex- 
penses.'— where  is  the  money  to  come  from? — what 
will  it  cost  the  people  for  government  to  be  assured 
that  they  will  have  the  amount  in  hand,  whatever 
may  be  the  moment  required? 

Is  it  presumed  that  the  existing  surplus  on  hand 
will  defray  the  expenses  of  the  war?  If  not  are  loans 
to  be  resorted  to?  Does  government  design  to  issue 
General  Barrow.— The  Philadelphia  United  S.  Treasury  notes  and  to  conduct  the  war  upon  theii- 
Gazette,  intimates  that  the  nomination  of  Alexander  basis.' — or,  arc  loons  to  be  proposed,  and  if  so,  upon 
Barrow,  (at  present  United  States  Senator  from  what  basis  are  such  loans  to  be  negotiated?  are 
Louisiana)  as^a  Brigadier  General  in  the  U.  S.  army,  adequate  taxes  to  be  levied,  in  order  to  secure  punc- 
wiU  be  confirmed  by  the   Senate,    Mr.  Calhonn    and  '  tual  payment  of  the  interest  and  ultimate  redemption 


end  be  attained,  it  is  true,  the  government  would  have 
an  equal  amount  of  money  from  the  customs  for 
their  purposes,  but,  the  people  of  the  country  would 
of  course  have  to  pay  to  foreigners  the  price  of  the 
additional  goods  thus  unported.  The  amount  of  our 
annual  imports  is  now  over  one  hundred  millions  of 
dollars.  If  the  proposed  revenue  tariff  should  induce 
one  third  more  of  foreign  goods  to  be  imported,  thirty 
millions  of  dollars  additional  will  be  required  from 
our  people  in  some  form  or  other,  to  be  sent  annually 
to  foreign  countries,  in  payment  for  that  additional 
amount  of  good.  The  object  of  the  government  is 
avowed.  They  require  the  greatest  amount  of 
revenue  that  a  tariff  can  be  made  to  produce.  The 
more  goods  imported,  the  more  duties  are  collected, 
and  the  more  money  of  course  is  in  the  treasury. — 
But  the  people,who  will  have  to  pay  foreigners  for  all 
those  goods.may  very  reasonably  be  anxious  as  to  how 
it  is  to  be  done — whether  in  fact,  they  could,  without 
utter  ruin  to  themselves,  accomplish  the  payment — 
and  whether  it  is  wise  in  the  government  to  require  or 
expect  it  of  them, — and  if  not,  whether  it  would  not 
be  well  to  have  their  opinions  expressed  with  due  in- 
fluence, and  in  time,  to  avert  impending  danger. 

Since  placing  the  above  in  type,  the  subject  of 
finances  for  conducting  the  war,  has  been  introduced 
into  the  United  States  Senate—  and  opcasioned  some 
debate  there. 


THE    ARMY     OF    VOLUNTEERS. 

The  apprehension  was  expressed  in  a  preceding 
number,  that  government  would  find  no  little  diffi- 
culty in  arranging  the  several  corps  of  volunteers — 
espLcially  in  relation  to  the  requisitions  under  which 
they  were  called  out. 

One  requisition  came  from  General  Taylor,  in 
virtue  of  existing  laws.  The  most  of  the  volunteers 
lh3t  have  yel  started  for  the  seat  of  war,  have  gone 
under  this  requisition. 

Next  we  have  a  requisilion  made  by  Mujor  Gen- 
eral Gaines,  for  some  ei^ht  or  nine  thousand  men. 
Under  this  requisilion  the  Kentucky  volunteers  pa- 
raded, and  the  Louisville  Legion,  nearly  a  thcujsand 
men  have  proceeded  to  New  Orleans.  We  have  it 
now  slated  from  Washington,  Ihul  General  Gaines' 
requisition  will  not  be  recognize  I  by  Ihe  government. 
What  is  10  be  done  in  Ihis  case.'* 

And  next  we  have  the  requisition  made  by  the 
presidtiit  upon  the  several  slates,  for  vohmletrs  UD- 
iler  the  act  pas^ed  by  congress  on  the  llth  ult. 

The  term  of  service  authorized  by  the  last  men- 
tioned law,  is  six  months.  Under  the  other  re(,uisi- 
tions,  ihrec  months  is  the  limit. 

In  a  general  order  issued  on  the  18ih  May,  1846, 
to  Gen.  Gaines,  the  secretary  of  war  directs  hiin  to 
countermand  his  call  f.ir  "the  several  regiments  of 
mounted  g-uii-mrn,"  which  were  to  rendezvous  at 
Fort  Jesijp,  ai  it  would  interlere  with  other  ar- 
rangements. The  order  adds,  "The  volunteer  force 
called  into  the  service  from  Louisiana,  Alabama, 
&c.,  on  your  authority,  and  which  you  have  pre- 
viously reported,  1  am  instructed  to  say,  meets  the 
approval  of  the  department." 

Brigadier  gen.  Wool,  U.  S.  A.,  is  said  to  be  now 
on  his  way  to  the  northwestern  states  bordering  on 
Ohio  and  .Mississippi  rivers,  having  been  commis- 
sioned by  the  presid'^nl  to  mu-ter  the  quota  of  troops 
required  of  those  stales  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  expedite  them  to  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion on  the  Mexican  Irontier. 


other  Senators  voting  in  the  negative  notwithstanding. 
Their  objection  is  not  to  the  man.  He  Is  a  general 
favorite. 

GENERAL   PLAN    FOR   CONDUCTING    THE 
WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  calcu- 
lated upon  the  probability  of  a  war  occun-ing  with 
Mexico,  no  one  who  read  his  annual  message  to  Con- 
gress of  December  last,  could  doubt  for  a  moment. — 
The  tenor  of  that  message  suHlciently  indicated  his 
views  to  Congress  on  the  suhjcet,  lo  prepare  them 
fully  for  such  a  contingency.  The  President's  political 
opponents  indeed  insist  that  he   not  only  considered 


of  the  principal,  so  that  monied  men  may  be  induced 
to  confide  their  funds  to  the  management  of  the  men 
in  power,  at  a  reasonable  rate  and  with  due  confid- 
ence.'— without  satisfactory  provision  in  this  respect 
it  would  be  as  unreasonable  to  expect  our  own 
capitalists  to  part  with  their  money,  as  it  would  be 
to  ask  European  Capitalists  to  cash  American  securi- 
ties at  par. 

One  of  the  first  financial  acts  of  Congress,   at   the 
commencement  of  the  war  of  1812,  was  to  dolble 

THE  DUTIES   UPON     ALL     ARTICLES     IMPORTED.        So     far 

from  such  a  measure  being  now  contemplated  by 
the  government,  it  is  certain  tliat  Ihe  opposite  course 
is  to  be  steered.     The  existing  tariff  is  to  be  repealed, 


Death  of  Another  Jersey  Blue. — The  Newark  Daily 
Advertiser  records  the  death  of  another  of  the  gallant 
men  who  served  their  country  in  the  war  of  tlie  revo- 
lution— the  venerable  Peter  B.  Dumont,  of  Somerset 
county,  N.  J.,  father-in-law  of  the  late  Frederick  Fre- 
linghuysen.  Mr.  Dumont,  was  87  years  of  age,  and 
was  among  the  most  gallant  of  Ihe  "Jersey  lilues"  who 
served  under  Washington. 


•General  Cass,  on  ilic  Jli  inst.,  in  the  U.  S.  senate, 
proposed  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  president  to  re- 
port, whether  any  officer  of  the  army  had,  during  the 
past  or  present  vear,  culled  on  the  stales  for  tniluia  or 
volunteers,  without  sufficient  auihoriiy.  Gen'l  C  read 
a  tiateineni  showing  ihal  Gen.  Gaines  had  mode  calls 
tor  upwards  of  12,CWII  men  Gen.  Taylor,  he  observed 
hud  authority  for  wi.at  he  hud  called  for,  bul  General 
GuineB,  he  npprebendcd,  Inid  no  aiitlioriy  lo  miike  the 
colls  he  tiad.  Generol  Co.sa  said  he  knew  Gen.  Guines 
too  well  to  question  his  mo/iw,  hut  he  had  acted  unfor- 
tunately. 
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SAXTA  FETR\DE 
Independence,  Mo.,  May  16,  1846. 

Since  my  last,  the  scene  his  entirely  changed  in  our 
to  Vii.  I:Htex  1  of  a  gi-eit  b  iitle  of  e'Ui^ri  it-t  for  Or- 
egon an!  Cilif>raia,  wifi  their  iva;on?  croiviin;  our 
streets,  laying  in  Ihsir  o  itfits  for  their  journey  across 
the  plains,  we  have  a  great  r.roivd  of  Mevicans  ani 
traders  to  Santa  Fe  and  Chihuahua.  It  is  supposed 
that  we  have  at  least  two  hundred  .Mjxicans  in  the 
town  and  vicinity,  at  this  li:n3.  Messrs.  A-i'iiav  an! 
SxiLLMVN  arrived  here  a  few  days  since  in  advance  of 
the  main  conipiiy,  making  the  trip  from  Chihuahua 
in  fjrty-six  days.  Tne  present  week  several  compa- 
nies have  arrive  1,  anon:;  them  Pf.)  Semirvnk,  Jose 
GoNZiLEsand  Louis  Y.\ulwager  Mexicans,  who  are 
on  their  way  to  the  east  to  piu-chase  goods.  They 
came  in  the  early  part  of  the  week;  also,  James  .Mag- 
offin, with  others  from  Chihuahua,  have  also  reached 
here.  These  various  onpanies  have  brought  in  an 
immense  quantity  of  specie,  amounting  to  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  These  Mexicans 
had  to  make  forced  marches  between  Chihuahua  and 
Santa  Fo,  owing  to  the  hostilities  of  the  Indians,  who 
pursued  them  for  the  purpose  of  robbing  them,  and 
were  much  pressed. 

About  forty  wagons  have  left  for  Santa  Fe  and  Chi- 
huahua this  week;  and  others  are  prepiring  to  leave 
shortly.  The  late  war  news  from  Mexic-j  does  not 
seem  to  intimidate  the  traders.  They  arc  determined 
to  push  ahead,  let  what  will  turn  up.  They  feel  very 
sanguine  of  success  in  their  enterprise,  and  say  they  be- 
lieve they  will  not  be  molested,  as  the  northern  States 
of  Mexico  arc  in  favor  of  llie  trade  being  kept  open 
at  all  hazard.  Wliat  will  be  the  result,  time  only  can 
determine.  It  is  believed  by  many,  that  the  trade  will 
greatly  increase  iu  consequence  of  the  ports  of  the 
Gulf  and  Pacific  being  closed  by  our  vessels,  and  thus 
leaving  this  the  only  point  through  which  they  can  safe- 
ly receive  goods.  We  trust  that  such  may  be  tlie  re- 
sult of  a  war  which  cannot  be  very  sanguinary. 

St:  Louis  RepitbLican. 


Treasurer.  Alonzo  W.  Birge,  f  loco  elected,  each 
Secreta-y.  Chas.  W.  Bradley,  }  having  a  majority 
Coinptrotler.     \la.  Cl-'veland,    )  of  8  votes. 

CONNECrrcUT  ELECTION  — or nciAL. 

Toncev,  d.    Bi-sell,  w.    Gillette  St  scat. 
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Tolland 
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STATES    OF    THE    UNION. 

The  boundary  line  between  Georgia  and  Flori- 
da was  to  have  been  ascertained  by  commissioners, 
who,  however,  having  disagreed  as  to  the  '^source  of 
the  St.  Mary's  river,"  have  desisted  from  the  task. 

Maine.     The  legislature  assembled  on  the  13th  ult. 

The  Senate. — Stephen  Chase,  Esq.,  received  15 
out  of  19  voles,  and  was  elected  president.  Daniel 
T.  Pike  was  chosen  secretary,  and  T.  H.  Ingraham, 
chaplain. 

House  of  Representatives. — Ebenezer  Kmowlton, 
Esq.,  received  83  out  of  145  rotes  for  speaker,  and 
was  elected.     Wni.  Paine  had  56  votes. 

Vote  fok  Gover.nor. — Official.     Whole  number 

of  voles  leg  illy  returned  67,405; 

Of  which  High  T.  Anderson  had  34,711  (elected.) 

Freeman  H   Morse     "    26,341 

Samuel  Fessenden      "       5,867 

All  others  486 

Gov.  Anderson  was  inducted  into  office  the  same 
day,  and  sent  his  message  to  the  legislature.  It  is 
brief  and  comprehensive,  and  has  the  uncommon 
merit  of  being  confined  to  the  affairs  of  the  slate. 

Finances  The  state  has  <j400,000  surplus  in  the 
treasury,  and  would  willingly  diminish  its  debt,  but 
holders  refuse  to  be  paid  off,  before  the  time  for 
which  loans  were  contracted. 

A  United  Stales  Senator  will  probably  be  elected  at 
the  present  session.  Mr.  Evans'  term  having  near- 
ly expired.  Gov.  Anderson  and  John  D.  McCrate, 
Esq.,  are  spoken  of  to  succeed  him.  The  latter  is 
recognised  as  the  leader  of  •'the  young  democracy," 
whilst  the  furmer  is  classed  as  an  "old hunker." 

Since  placing  the  above  in  type,  papers  from 
Maine  jiilbrm  us  that,  on  ihe  29lh  ult  ,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  elecl  a  U.  S.  senator.  It  appears  that 
the  two  houses  refused  lo  act  jointly,  and  no  election 
was  effected. 

In  Ihe  senate.  Ihe  vote  stood  for  Hugh  T.  Anderson, 
(governor  ut  the  stjte,)  27;  George  Evans,  3;  Luther 
Severance,  1. 

In  Ike  house,  Hannibal  Hamlin,  (now  a  member  of 
congress,)  82;  George  E/ans,  56;  scattering,  8. 

Connecticut.  The  legislature  assembled  on  the  6th 
ult.     On  proceeding  tu  an  election, 

For  Governor,  the  voles  were  lor  Isaac  Todcet, 
(loco.,)   124;  Clark  Bissell,  (wing,)  116;  Gillette,  1 

For  lieutenant  governor.  Notes  Billings  (ioc») 
elected  over  C.  J.  AlcGuidy  (whi^;  by  a  maj  jriiy  ol 
8  tules. 


27,2)3         27,822  2  248 

The  legislature  The  sen.ilB  11  democrat*,  10 
Whigs;  house  113  demicrals,  107  ivhigs. 

The  governor's  message  was  delivered  on  (he  Friday 
following  He  recom  n'*i"ls  the  rep":il  of  IKe  regis- 
try law,  as  beitig  nnconstitutio'ial.  The  law  restrict- 
ing licenses  for  selling  spirituous  liquors  he  also  re- 
commends a  repeal  of.  He  is  against  the  existing 
tariff— /or  the  suh-treasiiry — approves  the  annexation 
of  Texas — and  would  compromise  for  the  49°  in 
Oregon. 

The  school  fund  of  the  state  is  §2.070,055,  the  in- 
terest of  which,  during  (he  year,  §1 19,385,  has  been 
appropriated  to  (he  benefit  of  85,275  children,  be- 
tween (he  ages  of  four  and  sixteen.  The  govornof 
recommends  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  assistant 
school  fund  commissioner. 

The  stale  prison  has  yielded  over  its  expenses  the 
sum  of  §7,(100,  which  the  governor  thinks  ought  to 
be  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
or  to  sone  other  beneficial  purpose. 

Various  judiciary  changes  are  also  proposed,  with 
a  view  to  economy. 

Finances.  There  is  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of 
$14,704  73. 

Rhode  Island.  The  legislature  met  at  Newport, 
and  organized  on  the  6th  May,  1846. 

There  being  no  choice  of  governor  or  lieutenant 
governor  by  popular  vote  at  thi  late  election,  the 
grand  committee  proceeded  to  ballot  foi  those  offi- 
cers, when  It  appeared  that, 

For  govei-nor,  Bvron  Diman,  and 

For  lieut.  governor,  Elisha  Harris  were  elected. 

Gov.  Jackson  presided  in  grand  committee  until 
the  governor  elect  qualified,  to  whom  he  surrender- 
ed the  chair  of  state  with  grace  and  dignity. 

Sfcieiari;  of  itate,  Henry  Bower,  elected  by  the 
people. 

•^fiornei/ general,  Joseph  Blake,  do. 

TVeosurer,  Stephen  Cahoone,      do. 

Massachusetts.  Railroad  statistics  of  the  state, 
for  1845 

Length  of  roads  683  miles. 

Cost  $26,335,934 

Passengers  receipts,  1845,  1,853,963 

Merchandise,  6ic.  1,471,255 

Expenses  1,495  295 

Nett  income  1,826,095 

Passenger  trains  run  in  1845,  1,330,436  miles. 

Merchandize  trains  run  835,054      " 

Receipts  per  mile  run,  $1  56,  average. 
Expenses        do     do  70,       do 

Nett  income  per  mile  86,       do 

The  Hon.  P.  C.  Brooks  has  given  §10,000  for  the 
building  of  a  new  house  for  his  son-in-law,  ,\1r.  Ev- 
erett, the  new  president  of  Harvard  college. 

New  York.  It  would  seem  strange  that  ihe  legis- 
lature of  the  largest  stale  of  the  Union  should,  im- 
mediately on  war  being  authorized  by  the  general 
government  against  one  foreign  power,  and  uncer- 
tainty whether  another  far  more  formidable  foreign 
power  will  remain  at  peace  with  us  more  than 
twelve  months  ensuing,  should  enact  such  a  law  as 
is  mentioned  by  the  Albany  Evening  Journal. 

The  militia  law  abolished.  We  congratulate  the 
people  of  this  commonwealth  warmly  and  heartily 
upon  their  emancipation  from  mock  military  duty. 
The  bill  which  cuts  up  the  miserable  system  of 
milida  oppression,  has  become  a  law.  Instead  of 
Ihe  onerous  lax  which  our  young  and  middle  aged 
men  have  been  forced  to  puy,  six  shillings  a  year  now 
constitutes  an  equivjleiu!  This  is  really  a  great 
measure  of  relief.  The  farmer,  the  mechanic,  and 
'he  laborer  will  m  longer  be  compelled  to  pay  ten  or 
fifteen  dollars  a  year  for  the  maintenance  of  a  worse 
than  useless  system-  Nor  does  the  gi>od  effect  of  ihe 
reform  stiip  here.  The  sevenly-five  cents  which  all 
men  subject  lo  military  duly  will  now  pay,  goes  lo 
Ihe  support  and  encouragement  of  "Independent 
Corps."  We  shall,  llierefore,  have,  in  "ur  volun- 
teers, reliable  force  siid'clent  (or  a'  y  emergency. 
I  I'opalar  vote  on  the  temperance  qneilion  According 
I  to  an  «ct  of  the  legislature  of  New  York,  the  queS' 


lion  was  directed  to  be  submitted  to  the  people  of 
the  several  cities  and  counties  of  the  stale,  except  the 
city  of  vVeic  York!  whether  the  local  authorities 
should  or  sliouIJ  not  grant  licenses  for  the  sale  of 
spirituous  liquors  within  their  respective  localities. 
The  authorities  are  to  be  bound  by  the  decision  of 
(he  majority  in  (he  premises. 

The  vole  was  taken  ot  (he  same  time  lha(  delegate! 
were  chosen  lo  (ho  consdtiitional  convention.  We 
have  met  with  no  statement  giving  the  particulars  of 
the  result.  It  Is  stated  that  over  nine-tenths  of  the 
state  has  decided  ii^ainst  granting  licenses. 

Dlilress  for  rent,  obolished.  The  legislature  of  N. 
York,  at  its  recent  session,  abolished  the  law  autho- 
rising distress  for  rent,  and  placed  landlords  on  the 
same  footing  as  other  creditors. 

The  Ballimoreans  had  a  touch  of  experience  in  the 
road  now  taken  by  the  New  York  legislature,  in  re- 
spect to  abolishing  distress  for  rent,  and  which  re- 
sulted in  showing,  that  the  laws  so  long  established, 
in  relation  lo  collecting  rents,  were  belter  for  ten- 
ants than  a  repeal  of  them  proved  to  be.  .Mr.  Bar- 
net,  some  twenty  odd  years  ago,  mounted  "repeal 
of  distress  for  rent"  as  a  hobby,  and  it  assisted  him 
no  little  to  ride  into  the  legislature  of  .Maryland  as  a 
delegate  from  the  city  of  Biltimore.  One  of  hit 
moves  In  the  legislature  of  course,  was  to  abolish 
distress  for  rent.  As  he  could  not  succeed  in  having 
the  measure  adopted  for  the  slate  at  large,  he  re- 
sorted to  partial  legislation,  and  as  a  representative 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  got  a  law  passed  abolish- 
ing distress  for  rent  in  that  city.  Less  than  one 
year's  operation  of  the  law  as  thus  altered,  brought 
Mr.  Barney  to  confess  law  as  that  he  had  better  bare 
left  well  enough  alone.  The  poorer  class  whom  it 
was  his  intention  to  have  relieved,  found  such  intol- 
erable inconvenience  in  satisfying  landlords  that 
(heir  rent  would  be  paid,  that  the  measure  became 
as  odious  as  it  had  before  been  popular  with  them. — 
Mr.  Barney  mounted  the  hustings  as  a  candidate  for 
re  election,  with  an  honest  confession  of  his  error, 
and  promised  the  people  of  Baltimore  if  they  would 
only  afford  the  opportunity,  his  first  movement  in 
the  approaching  session  should  be  to  get  the  repeal 
law  repealed  He  was  elecled  on  that  ground,  and 
fulfilled  his  pledge  so  soon  as  ho  resumed  his  seat, 
admitting  at  the  same  time  that  a  novice  was  liable 
to  mistake  the  effect  of  innovations  upon  common 
law. 

Maryland.  The  railroad  of  the  Maryland  mining 
company,  nine  miles  in  length,  and  which  connects 
the  extensive  coal  mines  of  that  company  with  Cum- 
berland, and  thence  with  Baltimore  and  Washington, 
went  into  operation  on  the  20ih  -Mjy,  1846. 

..1/onitmeni  to  Major  Ringgold.  The  Hagerstown 
iroop  of  horse  "guards,"  at  a  meeting  on  the  28th 
ult.,  passed  resolutions  In  favor  of  erecting  a  monu- 
ment in  Hagerstown,  the  place  of  his  birth,  to  the 
hero  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Palo  Alto. 

Appointment  by  Gov.  Pratt.  Col.  Daniel  Jenifer, 
to  be  register  of  wills  for  Charles  county,  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  late  reg- 
ister. 

Pennsylvania.  77ie  legislature  have  closed  their 
laborious  session,  having  enacted  459  laws. 

The  revenue  bill,  which  finally  passed,  we  were  ap- 
prehensive from  what  is  stated  in  the  papers  of 
the  stale  might  not  be  adequate  (o  the  exigencies. — 
The  Harrisburg  Intelligencer  says  of  it — 'It  is  gener- 
ally (bought  that  the  bill  will  prove  wholly  inade- 
quate to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed,  and 
(he  government  will  be  unable  lo  continue  the  pay- 
ment of  Ihe  interest  on  the  slate  debt." 

The  Pennsylvania  Reporter,  the  organ  of  the  admin- 
istration says — "In  our  apprehension  the  present  act 
will  prove  entirely  deficient,  and  in  all  probability 
the  creait  of  the  stale  will  again  be  dishonored." 

The  treasurer  of  Ihe  state,  an  able  officer,  however, 
in  circulars  addressed  to  the  county  commissioners 
and  collectors,  calls  upon  them  in  earnest  terms  to 
rally  once  more  lo  the  rescue  of  Pennsylvania  credit. 
By  prompt  payments  on  their  part,  and  the  increased 
revenue  which  he  ascertains  already  will  bo  derived 
from  the  state  works,  notwilhslanding  the  heavy 
drawbacks  from  repairs  required,  he  expresses  con- 
fidence of  being  able  lo  meet  the  ensuing  August 
and  February  payments  for  inlerest  on  the  state 
debt.  After  Ihe  latter  period  he  believes  there  will 
be  no  dilEcully. 

The  railroad  questions  were  the  great  exciting  topici 
which  occupied  the  legiilature  during  the  whole  ses- 
sion, and  must  have  rendered  it  any  thing  but  har- 
monious. There  were  all  kind  of  (eg-  rolling  manoeu- 
vres resorted  lo  by  different  sections  for  the  attain- 
ment of  their  several  intcresij.    The  North  desired 
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Florida. — Lynch  law.     A 

Lu  ui...»v.... --   I  -ewel,  was  hung  in  Jeifi 

aler   facility.     The  West  |  28lh  ult.,  after  an  informal  trial  by  lynch  law 

-March  of  civilizntion.     An   emigrant  I 


an,   named  Jackson  I  our  Santa  Fe  IroHe.     For   this  pur-pose,    it  will  be 


order"""!;""   thei'r  p'?odurTto^ma'^ke7an7ohtain''re"  |  JeVeirwa"s  hu^gm  Jefferson  cminiy,  Florida,  on  the    P^/o^^d  'o  <he  P^V«  »/_  N«„^  Me^^ 


turn  supplies  with  the  grea 

demanded   an   opportunity  of  connecting   wth  the, 

Z&':^:^"^^y^^^^-^^^  1  0:^^:^;rho^.e-;o77rie„d-.a,s     .^VVe  are 
rrfmainbotrtheTe  attempts  to  draw  off  ehe  trade    Kettms;  along    finely    here,  and  have  already  tad  Ihe 
of  the  st^te  from   the  p„bl.c  works  which  the  state   /o«»Jation  o/a  jaU." 
had   been  at  so  much  expense  in  constnictin,;,  and  ;      Member  from  0,ei 


from  their  own  emporium.  They  started  a  project 
for  connecting  Pittsbure;  with  Philadelphia  by  a  con- 
tinuous railroad,  for  which  a  company  was  charter- 
ed by  the  legislature,  and  if  the  company  goes  into 
operation  within  a  limited  time,  and  proj^resjes  with 
the  road,  the  privilege  granted  to  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  to  continue  their  work  to  Pillsburg,  is 
lobe  null  and  void.  Tlie  Philadeiphians  have  the 
subject  now  before  the  people  of  lliat  city,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  take  a  popular  vote,  whether  the  city 
councils  shall  invest  two  millions  and  a  half  ol  dol- 
lars in  the  stocks  of  said  company. 

The  amount  required  for  constructing  the  road 
has  been  estimated  at  some  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

The  Pitlsburghers  and  western  pi-ople  seem  to 
consider  this   whnl^    movement  nn  the  part  of  the 


There  will  be  a  handsome 
office  created  by  forming  Oregon  into  a  state.  The 
'mileage,'  at  the  present  rat.^s,  will  be  about  <»I2, 
000,  as  it  is  15  000  miles,  via  Cape  Hon.,  lo  that 
most  delightful  country.  The  Oregon  member  will 
make  his  money  easy  on  the  constructive  travelling 
principle  so  much  in  vogue  at  Washington  —.V.  0 
Tropic. 


THE    MEXICAN    WAR. 


INCIDENTS  OE  THE  CAMPAIGN. 
Latest  fhom  the  army.  No  official  accounts 
have  reached  the  public  from  the  army  on  Ihe  Rio 
Grande,  since  our  last.  The  arrival  at  New  Orleans, 
on  the  28th  ult.,  of  the  steamship  Telegraph,  in 
twenty-six  hours,   from  Point  Isabel,  via  Galveston 


Philadelphians,  as  designed  to  defeat  their  connexion  |  Cyrnjsi.e^  Ihe  latest  intelligenci 
with  the  Baltimore  market,  rather  than  any  serious  i  [Jakita,  was  taken  without  opposilion,  on  the  17tb, 
expectation  of  eff.^cliiig  the  object  of  having  a  con- .  ^^  ^.^,|  yyiis„n^  w,lh  a  detachment  of  300  regulars 
tinuous  railroad  to  the  West.     Disappointed  after  a  1  ^^^  35^  volunteers.   This  was  the  firU  post  occupied 


very  spirited  struggle  before  the  legislature,  in  ob 
tainin"-  an  act  which  would  avail  for  uniliiig  with 
the  ^faryland  works,  they  now  are  resorting  to  the 
authority  of  a  charter  some  years  since  to  the  Pitts- 
burg and  CONNELLSVILLE  RAILROAD  COMPANY,  which 

it  is  stated  authorizes  a  connection  that  may  be 
made  to  answer  the  purpose.  Meetings  have  been 
held,  resolutions  adopted,  committees  appointed,  and 
they  seem  to  be  going  right  ahead. 


by   the    Americans   on   the    south   side  of  Ihe    Rio 
Grande. 

Matamoros,  takkn.  .\n  express  arrived  on  the 
night  of  the  19th,  from  General  Tati.or,  announ- 
cing Ih  it  he  had  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  and  taken 
the  city  of  Matamoros,  wilhout  opposition.  The 
.Mexic  ins  had  fled  the  city.  Their  army  were  de- 
serting in  battalions.  They  were  in  a  state  of  starva- 
tion, having  been  suddenly  collected,  without  a  sulfi- 


fhe   Duncan  Island   bridge,    which    cost  Ihe  state  ]  ^jg^'^.^  ^^  p^^^is 
§90,000  to  construct,  and  of  which  two  spans  were  j      p^J.^  ^f  ^^^  y    g   regiments  having  arrived,  were 
carried  away   by    the  spring  freshet  of  the  Susque- 1  s,at|j„e|j  gt  Brassos  point,  waiting  Gen.  Taylor's  or- 
hanna,  took   fire  on   the  14th  ult.,  from  the  sparks  K^^.^  j^,  ^^^^^  for  Matamoros. 
from  a  steamboat,  and  in  twenty  minutes  not  a  vest-        jj^^  steamer  Sea  reached  Isabel  on  the  lOlh,  filled 


and  the  other  internal  provincis,  Ihat  they  remain 
quiet  and  continue  trading  with  us  as  usual,  upon 
which  condiliiin  they  shqll  be  protected  in  all  their 
rights  arid  treated  as  friends.  To  give  effect  lo  this 
proposition  and  to  make  sure  of  protection  to  the 
persons  and  property  of  our  traders,  (besides  the 
proclaniation  of  the  president  to  that  effect,)  Col. 
Kearney  will  start  immediately  with  three  hundred 
dragoons,  to  be  followed  as  quick  as  possible  by  one 
thousand  mounted  volunteers  from  Missouri,  and 
with  authority  lo  engage  the  services,  if  necessary, 
of  all  the  .^nierirans  in  that  part  of  the  world.  This 
military  movement  will  be  to  moke  sure  of  Ihe  main 
object,  to  w  ii:  peace  and  irade,  to  be  secured  peace- 
ably if  possible,  forcibly  if  necessary.  For,  unless 
they  accept  these  condilinns,  the  country  will  have 
to  be  laktn  possession  of  as  a  conquest.  This,  how- 
ever, He  hope  will  not  be  necessary,  oS  it  will  he  so 
obviously  lo  the  inteiesl  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
part  of  Mexico,  (too  far  off  from  Ihe  central  govern- 
ment lo  have  any  effect  in  general  hos'ilities,)  to  en- 
joy the  benefits  of  peace  and  trade,  with  the  full 
protection  of  all  their  rights  of  person,  properly,  and 
religion." 

This  letter  caused  a  great  deal  of  excitement  in 
St.  Louis.  A  book  was  opened  for  the  enrollment 
of  the  names  of  persons  desirous  of  entering  upon  an 
expedition  to  Santa  Fe.  The  Republican  says  that 
a  gentleman — understood  to  be  Ihe  bearer  of  impor- 
tant despatches  from  the  government  to  the  governor 
of  Missouri  and  Col.  Kearney — arrived  at  St.  Louis 
on  Thursday,  and  would  proceed  on  his  route  as  fast 
as  steam  could  carry  him.  No  doubt  seemed  to  be 
enlerlained  that  the  slatement  contained  in  the  let- 
ter was  true,  and  that  a  requisition  on  Missouri  for 
one  thousand  mouiiled  volunteers  v^-ould  be  speedily 
made.  The  requisilion,  it  is  said,  can  be  filled  im- 
mediately. 


ige  of  the  eight  spans  left  by  the  freshet,  was  to  be 
seen. 

VtKGiv\ii.— Education.     It  is  stated  that  there  are 


COMMANDER   OF   THE  AMERICAN  ARMY. 

M.uoR  General   Scott.     From    announi  ements 

ilh    volunteers.     The   ^llabama   left   same  day  for     which  made  Iheir  appearance  in  the  official  journal, 

New  Orleans.  at   Washmiton,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  it  wa-  under- 

The  Mexican  army  certainly  behaved  bravely,  and  j  stood  that  General  Scott,  "  ho,  next  lo  the  prisidenl, 

were  ably  commanded  during  the  battles  of  Ihe  8th  1  is  commander  in   chief  of  the  army  of  the  United 

uuv.    rdo'oOO   children   in   Virginia   that   attend  no  !  and  9th  of  Mrfy.     Disciplined  veterans  have  seldom  j  Slates  so  soon  as  sufficient  forces  were  concentralcd 
school  whatever,  though  of  a  proper  age  lo  do  so.      |  acquitted   themselves    belter,  under  similar  circum-  |  upon  the  frontier,  for  an  effectual  invasion  of  Mexi- 
— .  !  stances,  even  including  Napoleon's  forces  at  Water-  '  co,  was  to  proceed  to  the  field  and  assume  the  com- 

Georgia.— Diamonds.   The  Dahlonega  Times  says  |  |oo.       '  I  mand.     The  Union  of  ihe  16;h  ull.,  for  instance,  hdd 

that   a  diamond  of  the  first  water,  Ihe  size  of  a  large        Capt.  Auld  thinks  Ihe  whole  number  of  our  killed  j  the  following  arlicle,  under  the  head  of 
pea,'and  a  number  of  smaller  ones,  recently  found  at    and  wounded  must  amount  to  mure  than  300;  bessdes 
the'Union  gold  mines,  are  now  in  possession  of  the  ]  i|,e   ivounded  taken    to  Sl.    Joseph's,  Ihere  are  now 
Kev:    Pendleton  Cheek,  of  Henry  county,  Geo.— ,  furty  al  Point   habel    too    badly    wounded  to  be  re- 
This'  discovery  has  given  fresh  impetus  to  op  rations,    nioved.     All  but  three,  it  is  thought,  will  recover. 

.    ..  ...     .  :_  .u.  1....   ,.f       fhere  are  three  Mexican  prisoners  having  but  one 

leg  between  them  all. 
The  wounded  ai  Point  Isabel,  were  doing  well. 
After  being  shot  111  the  arm,  Cul.  .Vlclntosh  receiv- 
ed a  bayonet   wound    in   the   mouth    which  passed 
through  one  side  of  his  head.     There  are  hopes  of 
Louisiana.     The  St.   Landry  special  election,  for  a    |,is  recovery. 
state  senator,  recently  held,   resulted  in  the  election  I       fhe  condition  of  the  brave  and  esteemed  Captain 
of  Dr.  Cooke,  (whig,)  over  Mr.  Presootl,  by  a  ma.  [  pjge  is  melanci.oly  indeed.     The  whole  of  his  lower 
jorityof  97  votes.  'JJ'*.   w'b    part  of  his  tongue  and  palate,  was  shot 

j^: Louisiana  cigars.     The   opinion  has  often  been  ex   ;  away    by    a   grape   shot.     He,    however,    s,.,.»iv».. 
pressed   thai  it  is  impossible  to  raise  tobacco  on  the  ^  though  entirely  incapable  of  speech 


We  have  as  much  faith  however  in  the  product  of 
the  rich  harvest  of  grains  which  the  same  paper 
mentions  as  being  promised  by  appearances,  as  in 
the  profits  of  digging  old  mother  earth  for  either 
gold  or  diamonds. 


Ha  couin 


"Military  arraugemeuls-  During  the  week  the  most 
active  preparation-  have  been  made  lo  give  ed'ect  to 
the  measures  of  congress  for  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war  with  Mexico.  We  do  not  doubt  thai  the 
large  discretion  given  lo  the  president,  will  be  found 
to  be  in  safe  hands.  While  ihe  public  may  rest  as- 
sured that  the  uiiiiost  care  will  be  used  lo  consult 
economy,  and  to  secure  a  force  competent  lo  the 
protection  of  Ihe  national  honor,  and  lo  a  speedy  ter" 
iniiialiun  of  the  war,  we  do  not  apprehend  Ihat  half 
the  authorized  number  of  troops  will  be  immediate- 
ly mustered  into  service. 

"True  economy  and  a  due  regard  to  the  highest 
national  interests,  hoivever,  make  it  indispeiisabio 
that  a  force  shall  be  at  once  put  into  active  service, 
extraordinary    for   us  in   point  of  numbers,  and  so 


soil  of  Louisiana  at  all  compatible  with  that  which  j  cates  his  thoughts  by  writing  on  a  slate,  and  receives  |  large   Ihat  officers  of  llie  highest  rank  will  of  neces- 


is  cuKivaled  in  the  Island  of  Cuba.  This  is  an  error  |  the  necessary  nutriment  for  the  support  of  life,  with 
and  proved  to  be  such  by  recent  experiments.  We  |  much  difficulty.  He  does  not  desire  to  live,  but  con- 
have  been  kindly  furnished  with  a  handful  of  segars  I  verses  with  cheerfulness  and  exultation  upon  the 
made  from  the  seed  of  the  Turkey  or  Latakiah  to-   success  of  our  army. 

bacco,  grown  on  the  plantation  of  James  Carpenter, !  Captain  Thornton's  escape,  at  the  time  his  company 
Esq.,  of  the  Parish  of  East  Feliciana.  These  segars,  i  was  so  badlv  cul  up,  is  aliiio.st  incredible.  After 
though  somewhat  green,  are  cxeeedingly  mild,  plea- j  tarrying  him  safely  over  a  high  hedge  enclosure, 
sant  anil  well  Uavored;  and  in  every  respect  as  good  |  mto  which  he  had  been  decoyed,  his  horse  bore  him 
as  th'rcc-fourlhs  of  those  smoked  by  amateurs,  as  be- ,  safely  over  several  other  fences  and  deep  ra-'— ' 
longiii '  lo  the  choicest  brands  of  the  Vuelta  de  Map.  swimming  the  Kio  Grande,  above  Matamoros; 
We  li'vc  tried  the  arlicle  and  pronounce  it  excel-  j  passing  down  below  Ihe  town  on  the  opposi 
lent.— .N'.  O.Bee. 


sity  be  in  command.  From  the  mixed  character  of 
the  corps — partly  of  regular  troops  and  more  largely 
of  volunteers — il  seems  natural  Ihat  Ihe  general  in- 
chief  of  the  army  should  lake  the  field — and  we  pre- 
sume that  Geii.  Scott  will,  as  a  niutlerof  course,  as- 
sume the  couimaud." 

Ihe  foregoing  arlicle,  and  others  of  like  import, 
rendered  it  certain  that  the   president,  at  thai  lime, 

nines,  I  designed  that  Gen.  Scutt  should  have  command  of 
then  I  the  army  intended  foi  the  invasion  of  .Mexico. 

de. —  I      Subsequent  publications  have  led  the  public  to  ap- 


M 
sons 


In   attempting  lo   leap  a  broad   ditch  he  missed  his  ,  prehend  that  the    views  of  the   president  in  this  re- 
footing,   when  both  horse  and  rider  were  thrown. —  |  spect  have   changed.     The  official  journal   has  for 
Mississippi      An  awful  iornac/o  visited   Granada,  I  Ry   the    fall,   Capt.  T.  was  so  stunned   that  he  was  j  two  weeks  past  remained  silent  on  the  subject.     Pa- 
iss    onthe— ofMay    by   which  twenty-one  per-    soon  after  taken   up  by  the  Mcxicluis,  perfectly  un-    pers  out  of  Washington,  however,  have  not  preserv- 
iis  were  killed  and  sixty  wounded,  many  of  them    conscious  of  what  had  happened.     After  llie  battle    ed  silence,     ll  is  lo  be  feared  that  an  unpleasant  dil- 


dangerously.     The   loss  of  property    is  estimated  at  ]  of  the  9lh    he    was  exchanged  and  restored  to  our 


from  75,000  to  $80,000. 

MicuicAN.  Capital  punishment  abolished.  A  bill 
which  passed  the  senate  of  Michigan  by  a  vote  of  3 
to  1,  and  the  lower  house  by  a  vote  ol  3  lo  2,  abol- 
ished capital  punishment  in  the  state  of  Michigan. 

Right  (f  suffrage.  A  New  York  paper  says — "A 
joint  resolution  lor  the  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
iion  of  the  state,  extending  the  elective  franchise  to 
negroes,  wunieii,  and  aliens,  was  passed  last  month 
by  the  senate  of  Michigan  by  a  large  majority.  It 
was,  however,  disagreed  lo  by  Ihe  other  branch  of 
tbe  legislature." 

We  dont  believe  a  word  of  it 


irmy. 


ficully  is  experienced. 

The  Philadelphia  -VoWA  jimerican,  of  the  24ih  ult., 
has   an   article   on    Iho   subject    which  asserts  ti.at 
EMENT  AGAINST  SANTA  FE.  "There  i.i  Serious  rciisoii  to  believe  an  effort  is  being  made 

It  was  a  niallcr  of  course,  if  "ar  wilti  .Mexico  oc-  |  by  the  administration  to  supercede  Uen  Scott  in  lite  com- 
curred,  that  our  governmen*.  would  immediately  lake  niand  of  the  southicestern  army!.'!  In  order  to  pre- 
measures  for  securing  Santa  Fe.  tent    the    case    laiily,  it   is   necessary  lo  refer  to  the 

All  extract  of  a  letter  written  by  a  U.  S.  senator,  1  circumstances  which  brought  about  his  selection  f  r 
"in  confidence  of  the  government,"  on  the  day  after  |  this  post.  Alter  Iho  first  inlicalions  of  hosuliiies 
war  was  recognized  by  congress,  to  Col.  R.  Camp-  j  from  the  frontier.  Gen.  Scott  was  called  inio  couii- 
bcll,  and  to  the  governor  of  Missouri,  is  published  in  oil  as  lo  military  operations,  ll  was  then  proposed 
the  St.  Louis  Republican  of  the  22d  ol  ftlay,  which  to  him  by  the  presidtiil  and  secretary  of  war  to  pro- 
aa^s —  ceed  to  Ihe   Rio   Grande  and   lake  command  ol  ihe 

"Our  first  care  in  this  sudden  change  in  our  rela-  forces — in  plain  terms,  they  desiied  to  di-splace  Gen. 
lions  with  that   country  'vas  to  try  and  take  care  ol  I  Taylor.     With  all  the  true  instincts  of  a  soldier  and 
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the  noble  qualities  of  a  man.  Gen.  Scolt  respectfully  I  General   Scoll's,   first   campaiRn  in  Florida,  not  (o  I  hatleries  mnred   rapidly    forward   soma  eighty    or 

requested    to   be   relieved    from  such   a  duty.     He  I  move   from   Iht  spot  Ihev  were  at,  nor  to  "'ive  on\  '    '  ■  — '-    ---"  -•  "--  '- '  •■--   

staled  that  Gen.  Taylor  was  his  personal  friend — I  aid  to  the  iiiterj.'per,"  a?  he  is  said  to  have  desiunaleii 
(hey  had  served  on  the  field  of  battle  together— he  ;  General  Gaines,  who  was  at  the  nio  nent,  at  the 
had  always  shown  himself  superior  to  every  emer-  j  head  of  a  corps,  in  very  niudi  nuch  a  predicament — 
gency  in  which  he  had  been  placed,  and  was  a  brave  j  nay,  a  worse  one  than  was  General  Taylor  recenlh 
and  gallantofficcr,  and  would  come  out  victoriously,  j  on  the  Rio  Grande.  Gen  Clinch'*  forces,  if  al- 
After  this  urgent  remonstrance,  at  vatious  interviews,  I  hnved  to 
the  subject  was  renewed,  and  it  was  then  submitted  I  Tley    prnpi 


whether  he  would  accept  the  command  of  the  forces  j  them.     The    men   under  Gain 
ordered  by  cona:re35.     To  this  he  readily  assented, 
alleging  that   Gtoeral  Taylor  would   then  have  no 
proper  ground  of  exception,  inasmuch  as  his  hiE;her 

rank  would  entitle  him  to  the  position,  and  could  not '  volunteers  are  familiar,  growing  out  of  Gen.  S 
be  regarded  as  any  disparagement  to  Gen.  Taylor.  '•■"•• 
When  this  understanding  iiad  been  perfected,  the 
president  at  once  entered  into  w  hat  was  presumed  to 
be  very  confidential  intercourse  with  Gen.  Scott,  and 
they  were  closeted  nearly  two  days  without  inter- 
ruption of  any  sort,  in  arranging  the  requsiiioiis  upon 
the  states,  and  other  details. 

It  IS  well  known    with  what  a  cordial  and  univer 
sal  response  the  selection  of  Gen.  Scott  was  recei 


ineiy   yards,  and  reMirned  the  fire  of  (he  enemy's 
artillery.  TlielW"  IS  pounders  were  directed  against 

the  ravulry   on  the   left  flank  of  the  enemy's  line 

This  r:ivalry.  arn'otpanied  by  two  pieces  of  artille- 
ry,  »non    made  a  movement  to  turn  our   right  or  to 
aMiuk  the  train.     As  soon  as  this   was  observed,  the 
e,  might  have  relie\ed  Ihem  promptly.  I  5ih  iifanlrv  wa"  :idvanced  to  the  front  a  nd  right,  and 
d    to  do  so — Gen.  Scott's  order  forbid  i  fiTincd  ■square  aijamsl  cavalry  in  some  low  hushes. — 


literally  in  a  :   The    head 


if  lh< 
rharce 


ng  the  square  ad- 
Hiciently  near  to  tlischarge 
pettis  but  withoul  doing  much  damage  — 
The  fire  »  as  immediately  answered  by  one  face  of 
the  square,  which  emptied  some  dozen  saddles.  Tno 
head  of  the  cavalry  •  olunin  then  withdrew.  ;ind  con- 
tinued its  movement  towards  our  rear.     The  31  in- 


state of  starvation    when    subsequently    relieved   by  ,  vanred    at 
Gen.  Clinch. 

These  and  similar  incidenis,  with  which  southern 

dunteers  are  familiar,  grow 
unfortunate   Floriila    campaigns,  would  prev 
being  a  popular  commander  of  volunteers  from  thai 

section  of  the  Union.  The  expression  used  by  him  |  fanlry  was  then  placed  so  as  to  cover  the  train,  and 
in  making  his  official  call  upon  the  government  for  1  two  pieces  of  Ringgold's  batteries  disposed  on  the 
adequate  forces  w  herewith  to  commencB  his  second  .  left  of  the  5th.  These  movements  were  executed 
campnign  against  the  Semincdes,  with  a  prospect  of  j  with  great  promptitude  and  elfect.  The  cavalry 
better  success,  has  not  been  forgotten  by  the  ardent  seeing  the  3d  infantry  covering  the  train,  began  a 
spirits  that  at  that  time  ruslied  spontaneously  to  the  i  retrograde   movement,  and  at  the   same  moment  the 


field,  as  thousands  are  now   doing,  and   served  their 

ed  all  over  the    Union,  ami  by  men  of  all  parties j  country  as  devotedly    as   men  ever  did.     Gen.  Scott 

The  echo  found  its  way  back  to  Washington,  and  fell  I  told    the   government    upon   that   occasion,   that    it 
upon  the  earsof  some  high  in  office,  in  anything,  but  I  would  require  such  and  so  many  troops  for  liie  en- 
grateful  notes.     1   shall   nut   say   how   much  or  how  j  suing  cainpaii;n— "o;ni>ii  ^oo/js— not  volunteers." 
little  the  prospect  of  a  future,  beyond  the  successful  '      The    insinuation,  the  reflection,  contained   in  this 
Jerminolioiiof  this  Mexican  war,  may  have  ii.fl  lenced  j  oBRcial  exprcss.on  fro  n  the  commandcr-in  chief,  un-  , 
tho^e  in  power   in  the   course  of  conduct  winch  has    der   whose  orders  these  volunteers  h-id  so  faithfully     mage. 

been   nianifeUed  towards  Gen.  Scott  since  this  ac-  1  served,  was  keenly   felt  and  will  never  be  forgotten.        j^e  battle  commenced  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M  ,  and  af- 
clamation    was    heard;  but  I  know,  and  proclaim  it,  [  If  commanders   indulge  preferences  as  to  the  forces  j  ^g^.  continuing  one  hour  and  a  half,  the  smoke  from 


wo  pieces  of  Ringgold's  battery  under  Lieut.  Ridge- 
ly  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  the  cidnmn  and  the  two 
pieces  of  artillery  that  accompanied  it  before  they 
could  he  unlimhered.  This  fire  was  so  galling  to 
the  cavalry  as  to  compel  them  to  retire  with  the  ut- 
most precipitation.  During  these  movements  Dun- 
can's battery  had  done  the  enemy's  lines  great  da- 


that  the  pri  sident  and  his  advisers  have  acted  will 
marked  coolness,  and  in  a  manner  utterly  at  variance 
wiih  their  recent  profession.  Whether  this  be  the 
result  ol  cause  and  etVect,  is  left  to  others  to  judge. 
During  all  these  consultations  and  councils,  no 
order  of  any  sort  was  issued  to  Gen.  Scott.  The 
president  expre^sed  his  desire  he  should  take  the  j  «nd  the  iibuve  lop 
command  of  the  army,    when    it   was  mustered   into    made  upon   the   pr 


ttiej  require  to  fi^ht  with,  volunteers  will  be  apt  to 
choose  as  to  who  they  will  volunteer  under. 


service,  and  General  Scott  made  but  one  stipulation, 
viz.,  that  in  the  event  of  war  with  England,  he 
should  be  pet  milled  to  return  from  the  frontier,  to 
the  more  honorable  command,  which  was  granted. 
Thus  stood  mailers  until  ab^ut  nine  days  ago.— 
Gen.  Scott  was  all  tlie  while  pushing  forward  his  ar- 
range.uents,  and    ivas  devoting  night  and  day  to  the 

■  '■       .        Th 

the  president,  and 

connected  with  Ihe  administrati'on  on  different  occa 
sions,  renewed  the  suggestion,  that  ho  ought  to  go  to 
the  »eat  of  war.  He  replied  as  before— Gen.  Tay- 
lor had  accoinphstied  as  much  as  any  officer  could 
do,  under  the  circumstances — had  proved  himself  in 
every   way  capable  of  coping   with  the  enemy, 


Ii  is  an  army  of  mainly  "volunteers''  that   is  now  as- 
sembling on  the  frontier. 

Y'^terday,  5!h  inet..  in   the  Uniied  States  senate,  we 

find  a  warm  debate  occurred,  relative  to  Gen.  Gaines, 

way   Introduced,  and    a    call  was 

Jem  l.ir  all  die  coirespundence  of 


both  generals. 

C.KPT  Thornton — We  learn  that  this  officer  was 
put  under  arrest  immediately  after  his  exchange,  by 

I  order  of  Gen.  Taylor.  The  cause  of  this  proceed- 
ing our   informant   was  not  at  liberty  to  state,   but 

1  mentioned  that  it  was  on  complaint  preferred  by  his 

r.r.,ani7iiif.ii  nf  ir„n„.      Ti    „"      °  u  .     I,      '  1  officcrs.     There  is  a  possibi  lity,  it  is  said,  that  Capt. 

organization  oi  Hoops.      J  hen,  much  to  his  surprise,  ;  „,        .  ,.    ',  u,  f    ,      i    ,     H  •  ', 

•  „,,        r  1     .1,         Thornton  may  not  be  brought  10  trial  at  all  inasmuch 

ecretarv  ol   war,  and  others  ,  i  ii,„     .,,,i    i  ,      a       .,„,i   k-         i  i 

'as   he   ivould  be  entitled  to  demand  his  release  and 

return  to   duty  on   the  firing  of  the  first  gun   by  the 

.Mexicans.  [.V.   Y.  Juur.  of  Com. 


the  cannon  and  burning  prairie  (between  the  two  ar- 
mies) became  so  dense  that  the  artillery  fire  gradu- 
ally ceased  on  both  sides,  and  there  was  an  intermis- 
sion of  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  The  5lh  infantry 
was  then  moved  forward  to  the  point  abandoned  by 
the  enemy's  cavalry.  The  two  18  pounders  were 
also  advanced  along  the  road— Ihe  artillery  battalion 
on  Ringgold's  left,  and  Duncan  threw  himselfonthe 
enemy's  right,  supported  by  the  8th  infantry.  The 
]  battle  was  renev\'ed,  and  the  firing  continued  until 
(lark,  when  our  train  being  ordered  to  the  rear  of 
I  our  new  front,  we  all  bivouacked  for  the  night  around 
the  spot  occupied  by  the  two  18  pounders.  On  the 
I  morning  of  the  9lh  Gen.  Taylor  determined  to  dis- 
embairass  himself  of  his  train;  and  wilh  this  view, 
,  it  was  placed  in  a  good  position,  guarded  by  Ihe 
teamsters,  the  two  18  pounders,  and  two  12  pound- 
I  ers,  {that  happened  to  be  in  the  wagons  for  the  de- 
i  fence,  of  Ihe  fort,)  wilh  such  field-works  as  could  be 
j  immediately  constructed.  The  army  then  moved 
I  forward  over  the  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy  the 
day  before,  and  for  the  first  time  got  an  idea  of  the 


THE  BATTI.E.S  OF  THE  RIO  GR.\NDE 

A  letter  from  an  officer  who  was  in  both  the  bat-  )  great   havoc  and  destruction  that  had  been  done 

deserved  whatever  laurels  were  to  be  won  from  the  '  ''^^'  "rites  to  Gen.  TowsoN,froin  Fort  Polk,  Point  j  150  of  the  enemy  had   been  buried  the  night  before, 


campaign  on  the  Rio  Grande.     Still  it  was  pressed  i 
upon  his  attention,  so  as  to  become  disagreeable. - 
About  this  time,  (a  week  ago,)  it  became  necessary  j 


and  upv  ards  of  100  were  lying  dead  on  the  field. — 
.Most  of  the  tt  ounded  had  been  carried  oft,  but  enough 
remained  to  tell  the  dreadiul  havoc  that  had  been 
produced  in  their  ranks.  They  acknowledge  their 
forces  to  have  been  upwards  of  7,000,  and  their  loss 
in   killed  and  wounded  .500.     The  loss  sustained  by 


Inabel,  iVljy  16ih,  the  following  account  of  them, 
I  which  we  extract  from  the  Union,  of  the  30lii  ull. 
"General  Taylor  having  received  information  from 
to  frame  a  bill  syslemalizing  the  deiaiiso'f  tha''t  ' 'he  fort,  on  Ihe  morning  of  the  5lh  of  May,  that  it 
granting  the  supplies.  This  was  confided  to  General  |  "■■'»  '^o'"S  ^*«".  ^"d  'he  enemy's  shells  not  doing 
S.:olt,  and  was  laid  before  the  military  committee  of  |  ""'^h  execution,  concluded  to  wail  at  this  place  with 

the  senate  in  his  handwriting.  It  was  done  with  the  i  his  army  for  a  few  days,  and  on  the  morning  ol  the  j  our  army  was  46  killed  and  wounded;  among  the 
knowledge  and  consent,  and  I  believe  at  the  request  ^'■^^  placed  his  whole  force  on  the  trenches  of  this  latter  three  officers,  one  of  whom,  ftlajor  Ringgold, 
of  the  war  department.'  work,  and   by  the  united  efforts  of  ofiieers  and  men,  !  has  since  died. 

The   mililary  commillee  of  the  senate  met,  and  i  ^^ded  greatly  to  its  strength  in  the  course  of  twenty-  ,      General   Taylor  had    not  advanced  far  before  he 

Mr.  Marcy,  the  secretary  of  war,  appeared  in  person  i '""■■  hours.     About   3  o'clock  on   the   7lh  ol   May,  '  .... 

before  them— a  proceeding  altogether  unusual.  Se- 1  ^-^^neral  Taylor  having  completed  all  of  hisarrange- 
veral  members  being  absent,  a  section  was  intro-  ;  menls,  moved  lorward  with  his  army  and  supplies, 
duced  without  any  conference  with  General  Scolt,  i '"  fssume  his  former  position  opposite  .Matamoros, 


which  appears  as  the  very>s(  in  the  bill  reported  on  ,  determined  and  prepared  to  push  his  way  through.— 

Tuesday  morning   last  by  Col.  Benton.     It  is  as  fol-    ('  '""s'  *>«■■<=  »""«   'hat   it  was  my  good  luck  to  re- 

jQ^g.  I  ceive  orders  to  jou,  the  army  on  this  inarch,  and  to 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen-    he  presenl   at   the  two  succeeding  engagements.)- 

lives  of  the   Untied  States  of  America  in  congress    His  artillery  consisted  of  two  18  pounders  on  sieg 


was  informed  that  the  light  troops  had  discovered 
the  enemy,  occupying  a  strong  position  three  miles 
this  side  the  fort,  and  prepared  to  receive  him. 

This  accompanying  sketch  represents  the  position 
of  the  enemy  as  near  as  could  be  ascertained.  The 
artillery  and  infantry  of  the  linn  were  posted  as  in- 
dicated, and  their  light  troops  filled  the  woods  up  to 
line  A  B.  General  Taylor  threw  forward  one  hun- 
dred  men   as  skirmishers,  who  engaged  those  of  the 


assembled.  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  '  carnages,  intended  to  strengthen  the  fort,  and  .Major  ^^^  j,„j  ^^^^^  (l,^„,  tiack.  Ridgely's  battery 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  appoint,  by  and  Rmggold's  and  Capt.  Duncan's  light  artillery  batle-  ,  pugged  alon-  Ihe  road  until  it  gained  the  point  C, 
with  the  advice  and  conset  of  the  senate,  /wo  innjor  I  •■'«*•  "he  cavalry  numbered  two  hundred  sabres,  ;  ^,,,^„  „  opened  upon  Ihe  guns  of  the  enemy.  The 
gentraU,  and  lour  brigadier-generals,  in  addition  to  '  di»"ied  into  two  squadrons,  and  the  infantry  number  j,^^  3j_  4,l,_  ..^j  g,,,  regiments  ol  infantry  were  put 
the  present  military  establishment.  "'^   ^hout   1  SOU   bayonets,  composed  ol  the  31,  4th,     ^^^^  ^^^^  [,^„.h  on  each  side  of  the  road,  extended  as 

Within  the  last  few  days  Gen.  Scott  being  still  5ih,  and  8ih  regiments,  with  a  ballaliun  ol  artillery  '  i^^^^  infantry.  Captain  May  was  then  ordered  to 
without  orders,  the   subject   not  being  resumed,  and    acting  on  loot.  charge   the  three  guns  pointed  down  Ihe  road  with 

this  bill,  itself  singularly  expressive,  being  before  ^  At  12  o'clock  on  the  8th,  the  scouts  reported  the  his  squadron  of  dragoons,  which  was  done  in  gallant 
congress — he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  president,  appearance  of  the  enemy.  Line  of  battle  was  im- '  style,  and  the  men  driven  from  their  pieces.  The 
slating  at  length  his  reasons  for  declining  the  ap-  medialelv  formed,  and  ihe  supply  train  (consisting  of  '  5ih  iiifaiilry  f  llowed  up  the  charge  and  look  posses- 
poinlment  to  supercede  Gen.  Taylor,  and  why  he  '  250  wagons)  closed  upon  the  troops.  I'tie  army  Uieii  sum  ol  the  guns.  General  La  Vega  surrendered  his 
could,  withoul  any  reflection  upon  Ihal  gallant  olfi- ^  advanced  in  this  order  about  a  mile,  whtn  the  iroops  s>ioid  to  Captain  .Ma).  Duncan's  and  Ridjjely's 
cer,  assume  the  command  of  the  whole  force  to  be  j  found  an  abundant  supply  of  water.  From  Uiis  |jo-  balti  lies  rushed  forward,  gained  the  centie  of  Ihe 
called  out.  No  reply  has  been  given,  as  yel,  and  it  i  silion  the  enemy  was  seen  drawn  up  in  ilie  lorin  of  a  enemy's  position,  and  directed  a  terrible  fire  on  the 
is  now  a  mailer  of  muc/i  rfoii6(  if  he  «  ill  be  ordered."    crescent,  witli  his  left  resting  on  Ihe  road  leading  to    flanks  ol   his  broken  lines,  while  the  Slh  and  5lh  at- 

The  A'  Y.  Eipriss  intimates  that  a  sharp  corres  ,  Ihe  loil.  As  soon  as  the  two  armies  had  appiujcn  ;  lai  ked  him  in  ironi;  the  Mexicans  gave  way  and  all 
pondence  has  taken  place  between  Gen.  Scoll  and  |  ed  within  half  a  mile  ol  each  other.  Hie  .Mexicans  .  Ihe  rest  was  rout.  In  this  battle  llie  slaughter  on 
the  administration,  which  will   shortly  be  published.  :  opened  their  batteries.     Our  artillery  battalion   was    the    part  ol   the    Mexicans    was  immense — Det.ieen 

That  General  Scott  might  not  be  an  acceptable  |  thrown  back  so  as  lo  look  lo  the  lell Hank,  which  was  .  one  and  two  hundred  were  made  prisuntrs,  among 
commander  to  southern  voliinteeis,  we  can  readily    menaced  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  ,  them  were  twenty  oflicers,  eight  pieies  ol  cannon,  a 

imagine.     Withoul  pretending^o  decide  whelher  he  j  »,«,»•  [  unmber  of  siandaris,  Un  or  twelve  wagon  loads  of 

deserved  the  imputation,  cerlain  it  is  he  was  accused,.^  General  Taylor  advanced  in  person  wilh  the  two  ,  ammunition  and  arms,  500  pack  mules,  b<  sides  a 
of  having  more  regard  to  his  own  prerogative  of  ]  13  pounders,  and  diietud  them  to  ne  placed  in  bal  '  laige  quantil)  ol  eamii  iquipaiji',  Jic,  were  also 
command  tir.m  to  li.e  Ir  e  intviest-  ..  hi-  .  n.i.i  v  m  >  .i-  .-,.uii  a;  In  ,■  ,.,  lu  n  .lui  ■li.,  .  i  ,.  ..  -  t;  "l.  ^„,  u.  .:  (i-  !.■:;.  i  .\:  iria's  1 .1.1 1.  bagg;.v  ,  port-  ■ 
io  giyioK  his  orders  lo  Geaeral  Cllsch,  during  bis,  |  VYbeii  the  light  commenced,  Kiiiggold'saiid  Duncan's  ;  luliu,  wilU  ail  tiis  iiisliucUuiis  Irum   Torijul,  the  tec-  ^ 
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retary  of  war,  and  a  great  deal  of  useful  informa- 
tion was  also  got  possession  of.  Among  the  latter 
was  a  map  of  the  country,  showing  the  dispositions 
of  his  army  since  it  crossed  the  river,  a  copy  of 
which  I  send  you. 

After  deiailmg  the  casualties,  already  mention- 
ed ill  former  accounts,  the  letter  proceeds— 

The  rout  was  followed  up  by  Duncan's  and  Ridge 
Ij's  batteries,  and  Captain  KerV  squadron  o(  dra- 
goons, moving  at  a  rapid  pace  on  the  road  taken  by 
the  enemy.  The  infantry  also  followed  in  close 
pursuit.  The  second  day  after  the  battle  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners  was  made,  and  the  dragoons 
previously  captured  by  the  Mexicans  joined  our 
ranks. 

The  cannonading  and  the  bombardment  of  the 
fort  were  kept  up  by  the  Mexicans  until  the  even- 
ing of  the  9th.  They  established  one  mortar  bnt- 
lery  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  arranged  their 
others  so  as  to  bombard  the  fort  from  three  quarters 
of  a  circle.  Astonishing  to  relate  that,  although 
1.500  shells  and  3,000  round  shot  were  thrown  at  the 
fort  during  the  seige,  only  three  were  killed.  Among 
them  the  gallant  Major  Brown,  its  commanding  olfi 
cer.  He  was  struck  on  the  leg  by  a  shell,  morliti- 
cation  took  place,  and  he  died  while  hearing  the  gun^ 
of  our  second  battle.  It  is  the  intention  of  his  regi- 
ment, the  7th  infantry,  to  gather  the  shot  and  shells 
thrown  into  the  fort,  and  from  them  to  erect  a  monu- 
ment to  his  memory.  'I  his  can  be  easily  done,  as  all 
their  projectiles  are  copper. 

The  following  account  is  from  the  pen  of  an  offi 
cer  who  bore  his  share  in  the  duties  and  dangers  ot 
scenes  he  so  graphically  describes: 

Camp  opposite  Matanioros,  May  13(/i,  1846- 

On  the  Ist  of  May  the  army  under  Gen.  Taylor 
took  up  its  line  of  march  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  for 
Point  Isabel,  thirty  miles  distant,  in  ordf  r  lo  force 
up  from  that  point  provisions,  which  were  necessary 
to  the  maintenance  of  our  fort  here.  To  defend  it 
in  our  absence  Gen.  Taylor  left  the  7th  regiment  of 
infantry,  Bragg's  battery  of  four  six  pounders,  Gapt 
Lowd's  battery  of  lour  eighteen  pounders  and  some 
convalescents  as  a  garrison — the  whole  umler  the 
command  of  Major  Brown  of  the  army.  We  had 
heard  of  the  crossing  of  six  or  seven  thousand  of  the 
enemy  to  oppose  our  march  lo  our  depot,  and  ex 
pected  to  fight  them  going  down — but  did  not  meet 
them.  On  the  2d  instant,  in  the  aflernoon,  we 
reached  Point  Isabel,  and  on  the  2d  heard  the  bom- 
bardment of  our  fort  at  this  place.  This  bombard- 
ment continued  at  intervals  fur  several  dnvs.  In  the 
meantime,  Gen.  Taylor— having  learned  by  express 
from  Major  BroHO  that  he  tould  hold  the  lort— put 
his  whole  command  to  work  in  the  entrenchments  al 
Point  Isabel,  the  basis  of  our  operations,  and  hdvm^ 
made  it  sullKiemly  strong  and  loaded  about  three 
hundred  wagons  with  provisions  and  ammunition. 
he  determined  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  relief  ot 
our  gallant  liltle  band  in  this  fort,  and  to  give  battle 
to  the  em  Miy  if  necessary.  H-  lommenced  his 
march  at  2  o'clock,  P  M.,  on  the  7th  instant,  in  the 
following  order:  A  squadron  of  dragoons,  command- 
ed by  Captain  May,  in  front;  the  third  brigade,  com 
posed  of  the  3d  and  4th  regiments  of  iiilanlry  and 
Ringgold's  light  artillery;  the  5th  infantry  not  bri- 
gaded, and  the  first  brigade,  composed  of  the  artil- 
lery battalion  serving  as  infantry;  Duncan's  light  ar 
tillery  and  the  8lh  regiment  of  infantry — to  >\  hich 
must  be  added  two  eighteen  pounderi  dr.iwn  by  ox- 
en, and  Capt.  Kerr's  Mjuudrun  ol  dragoims  pioieot- 
ing  the  rear — the  wagone  on  ilm  maich  being  in  a 
great  degree  interspersed  iielweeii  the  brigades  f  ir 
greater  security. 

On  the  night  of  the  7lh  we  encamped  about  twelve 
miles  from  Poini  Isabel,  wiOn.nt  .-eelng  the  enemy. 
On  the  8th  we  had  advanced  about  five  miles,  when 
we  descried  the  enemy  some  two  miles  distant, 
drawn  up  in  great  force  on  the  open  prairie,  and  oc- 
cupying the  crest  of  a  very  gentle  slope  with  their 
backs  to  the  thick  bushes, — called  in  this  country 
"chaparral." 

We  immediately  formed  line  to  the  front,  and  ad- 
vanced calmly  and  quietly  to  the  attack.  Our  brave 
and  considerate  old  general,  finding  that  the  enemy 
Waited  to  lereive  us,  and  that  we  were  passing  near 
a  lake  of  water,  the  day  being  very  hot  and  the  men 
Uiiisly,  halted  in  full  view  ot  the  adversary  and  di 
rected  the  men  lo  till  their  canteens  with  water. — 
We  had  now  a  little  leisure  to  examine  the  force  ol 
the  enemy  and  its  composiiion.  The  hoiizun  in  our 
front  and  lo  the  right  appeared  lined  with  cavalry. 
—  (Lancers  and  Uiagooii-  )  The  works  in  their 
rear  were  giving  up  column  after  column  of  infan- 
trv,  which  were  nianojuvrcd  with  great  regularity, 
and  batteries  of  artillery  were  observed  taking  their 

designated    places  in   ourfiontand    on  our  Hanks 

The  lowest  esliinatc,  at  the  tune,  of  the  enemy's 
force  WHS  5,000  of  all  armi— our  own  being   under 


2,000  fighting  men.  We  have  since  learned  that  on 
this  occasion  the  enemy  had  ovel-  6,000  fighting  men. 
But  Ihe  greatest  difficulty,  under  which  we  labored, 
was  the  absolute  necessity  of  protecting  in  an  open 
prairie,  from  the  enemy's  numerous  cavalry,  our 
enormous  train  of  provisions  and  ammunition,  with- 
out which, even  if  we  gained  a  victory,  we  could  not 
relieve  our  garrison  opposite  Matanioros,  or  main- 
tain our  position  there.  Besides  we  were  miserably 
deficient  as  to  the  number  of  our  cavalry,  having 
only  some  200  dragoons,  while  the  enemy  could  not 
have  had  less  than  1,800  or  2,000.  The  men  being 
refreshed  our  general  rode  to  each  brigade,  told  the 
men  to  keep  cool,  and  when  the  enemy  charged  not 
to  fire  a  shot  until  they  were  repulsed  with  the  bayo- 
net, and  had  turned  their  backs  in  fight. 

Our  advance  then  recommenced  slowly,  but  firm- 
ly, wagons  and  all;  and  when  wc  arrived  within 
good  artillery  range,  their  batteries  opened  upon  u-^, 
some  of  their  balls  bouncing  along  the  plain  and 
passing  us  in  "ricochet;"  others  flying  over  our 
heads,  and  falling  in  the  rear,  showing  us  in  a  few 
moments  that  their  pieces  were  served  with  skill 
and  precision.  A  movement  was  now  observed 
among  the  enemy's  cavalry  as  if  about  to  charge, 
and  the  regiment-i  nearest  them  were  thrown  into 
square,  or  formahon  preparatory  to  the  square,  and 
so  disposed  as  to  protect  our  own  artillery  whenever 
it  was  ordered  to  fire.  During  this  time,  some  fif- 
teen minutes,  the  enemy's  fire  was  received  in  per- 
fect silence  by  us,  and  at  length,  Ca[it.  Duncan  having 
been  ordered  to  open  upon  them,  advanced  in  the  most 
gallant  manner,  and  placing  himself  in  a  position  to 
be  protected  by  the  infantry  from  the  assault  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  and  one  which  would  enable  him 
at  the  same  time  to  gall  their  cavalry  and  masses  of 
infantry,  sent  a  withering  tire  among  them,  which 
created  some  confusion,  and  which  was  answered  by 
our  squares  of  infantry  by  one  long  simultaneous 
shout,  which  showed  how  anxious  they  were  to  be 
led  to  the  charge  at  once — but  this  could  not  be. — 
They  were  destined  lo  give  the  strongest  evidence  of 
courage  that  a  soldier  can  exhibit,  to  stand  in  -squares 
four  hours  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  so 
as  lo  protect  from  the  enemy's  cavalry  our  own  ar- 
tillery, whilst  the  latter  was  mowing  down  the  ene- 
my's ranks.  As  soon  as  Duncan  opened,  Major 
Ringgold's  thunder  was  heard  on  the  right,  Lieut. 
Churchill's  from  the  18  pounders  in  the  centre,  and 
all  the  enemy's  batteries  opening  at  the  same  lime, 
a  tremendous  cannonading  ensued,  which,  on  this 
plain  of  almost  boundless  extent,  presented  a  spec 
lacle  of  great  magnificence.  The  battle  commenced 
at  10  minutes  past  2,  P.  M.  It  had  lasted  about  an 
hour,  when  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's  red  \j  ncers 
charged  the  5th  infantry,  with  a  view  of  cutting  oH 
our  wagon  train.  They  were  met  wiih  the  most 
perfect  tranquillity,  and  a  discharge  of  musketry 
from  the  5lli  (Gen.  Brook's)  regiment  told  us  their 
fate.  They  tied  precipitately,  leaving  men,  horses, 
and  guidons  on  the  field.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
whole  order  of  battle  had  been  changed  to  conform 
lo  the  manoeuvres  of  the  enemy,  and  our  brigade, 
the  Isl,  which  was  the  left,  now  found  itself  in  ad- 
vance and  on  Ihe  right — the  artillery  battalion  being 
on  the  extreme  right  and  the  most  in  advance  It 
must  be  observed  also  that  in  these  diiferent  changes 
our  general  was  always  slowly  but  steadfastly  gain- 
mg  ground  to  the  front,  and  the  enemy  gradually 
falling  back.  The  enemy's  fire  having  slackened, 
and  then  ceased,  Gem  ral  I'aylor,  from  his  new  and 
more  advanced  posiiiun,  ordered  all  his  batteries  to 
iipen,  and  in  his  turn  allacked  the  enemy  with  such 
lury  as  to  cause  evident  deslrudiou  in  his  ranks;  but 
slill  they  remaineil  firm.  By  a  charge  on  Ihein 
they  might  have  been  r-juied  entirely,  but  then  ne 
must  have  exposed  our  wagons  lo  be  i-aplured  by 
their  cavalry,  and  that  could  not  be  th  lUgl.t  of. 

The  battle  had  now  lasted  from  10  minutes  past  2 
P.  M.  lo  about  7  F.  M.  Al  this  inomenl  the  enemy 
was  discovered  coming  down  with  his  left  flank  in 
great  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  on  the  arlillery 
b.itlalion  and  the  18  pounders  which  that  battalion 
supported.  The  18  pounders  were  served  by  thirty 
men,  and  the  arlillery  battalion  was  about  360  strong. 
Both  the  batteries  and  this  baltalioo  were  in  such  a 
position  that  they  could  not  be  supported  by  the 
other  portion  of  Ihe  army,  and  at  Ihe  lime  the  charge 
commenced  the  battalion  had  deployed  into  line. — 
However  it  was  thrown  into  square  by  a  prompt  ma- 
ncciivre,  and  awaited  steadily  ihe  -Mexican  charge. 
On  they  came,  "horse,  foot,  and  dragoons,"  shouting 
and  yelling,  when  a  single  hurieinan  rode  into  the 
square,  and  said,  "Men,  I  place  myself  in  your 
squire."  J  he  general  was  inunedialely  recognized 
by  Ihe  men,  who  gave  him  three  cheers  for  lliis  evi 
dence  of  his  confidence.  At  this  moment  Lieut 
ChurchhiU  discharged  one  of  his  18  pounders,  load- 
ed with  grape  lulo  the  advancing  ranks,  creating 
great  havoc,  but  not  checking  entirely  their  onward 


movement.  They  marched  forward  lo  within  good 
musket  range,  some  150  yards  of  us,  hailed  and  de- 
livered their  fire,  which  our  men  received  quietly  at 
a  shoulder.  Finding  that  Ihey  would  come  no  near- 
er. Col.  Childs,  commanding  this  battalion,  ordered 
the  volley,  which  was  given  as  in  parade,  when  the 
enemy  immediately  retired,  and  the  action  ended  for 
the  night.  Our  army  slepl  on  their  arms  precisely 
as  night  found  them,  and  occupied  the  position  in 
which  the  enemy  commenced  the  battle.  The  two 
armies  slept  quietly  almost  in  presence  of  each  other. 
The  night  was  serene  and  beautiful,  the  moon  cast- 
ing the  softest  light  on  everything  around  us,  and, 
but  for  the  groans  of  the  wounded  and  the  screams 
of  those  who  were  suffering  under  the  knife  of  thft 
surgeons,  no  one  could  have  imagined  the  scenes 
which  had  occurred  but  a  few  hours  previously. 

On  our  side  we  had  fifty  five  killed  and  wounded. 
The  gallant  M.ijor  Ringgold  was  mortally  wounded, 
and  his  noble  steed  killed  by  the  same  shot,  as  he  was 
giving  his  last  fire  for  Ihe  night,  and  after  having 
distinguished  himself  by  Ihe  coolness,  precision,  and 
effect  with  which  he  managed  his  battery.  Captain 
John  Page,  of  the  4th  infantry,  was  horribly  wound- 
ed, supposed  to  he  mortally.  Many  otficers  had 
horses  shot  under  them — Capt.  Bliss,  Lieut.  Daniels, 
Capt.  .Montgomery,  and  several  others. 

Many  dragoon  horses  were  also  killed,  and  the  es- 
capes were  almost  incredible.  In  Magruder's  com- 
pany two  men,  whilst  at  an  order,  had  the  bayonets 
of  their  muskets  cut  off  by  cannon  balls,  passing  just 
over  their  shoulders  and  between  their  heads.  He 
had  also  a  man  killed  on  his  immediate  right  and  left. 
Some  of  the  balls  fell  into  the  centres  of  the  squares, 
and  ricocheted  out  again,  without  touching  any  one. 
Others  fell  just  on  the  outside  and  bounced  over. — 
To  stand  patiently  and  coolly,  in  square,  under  such 
a  fire  for  five  hours,  without  firing  a  shut,  is  the  best 
evidence  of  discipline  and  invincible  courage  that 
troops  can  give.  But  more: — the  effect  of  this  con- 
duct, which  none  but  regulars  could  have  shown, 
must  be  considered.  The  next  morning  the  enemy 
retreated,  leaving  the  field  strewed  with  their  dead, 
ind  having  lost,  by  their  own  confession, ^re  hundred 
in  killed  and  wounded;  but  we  have  found  out  since 
that  his  loss  is  much  greater.  The  enemy's  arlillery 
was  numerous  and  served  with  great  rapidity  and 
precision;  while  we  had  little  cavalry,  and  ihey  had 
an  immense  proportion  of  that  arm.  Hence  our 
shell  and  grape  shot  told  briskly  among  them.  In 
short,  we  gained  on  that  day  a  great  victory.  When 
we  consider  the  enemy's  numbers,  his  numerous  and 
effective  regular  cavalry,  and  well-drilled  infantry 
and  artillery,  and  above  all  that  he  had  chosen  his 
own  ground,  that  upon  which  he  is  most  accustomed 
to  fight, ^ihe  plain, — and  compare  all  this  with  our 
inl'eriority  m  all  arms,  and  that  we  were  encumbered 
by  a  train  we  could  not  afford  lo  lose,  we  can  only 
account  lor  Ihe  result  by  the  impression  made  on  the 
enemy  by  our  firm  and  unshaken  advance;  by  the 
steadiness  wiih  which  we  repulsed  their  cavalry, 
and  by  Ihe  unrivalled  skill  of  our  artillery  officers 
and  men — to  which  must  be  added  a  perfect  know- 
ledge on  the  part  of  bolh  men  and  officers  that  if  we 
lost  that  battle  Ihe  fort  al  Malamoros  would  lall,  the 
army  be  destroyed,  and  our  depot — Point  Isabel — be 
taken,  lo  the  eternal  disgrace  of  the  American  army 
and  Ihe  ruin  of  the  interests  of  our  government,  for 
some  lime,  al  least,  in  this  part  of  the  world.  We 
could  not  afford  to  be  driven  back  a  single  inch,  and 
all  were  prepared  for  anything  but  retreat. 

On  Ihe  morning  of  the  Uth,  the  Mexican  army  left 
the  field  at  early  dawn,  and,  alUr  arranging  our 
train,  we  cominenced  the  march  Ijwards  our  fort  at 
this  place.  Al  2  o'clock,  P.M.,  «e  found  the  ene- 
my drawn  up  in  great  force,  occupying  a  ravine, 
whifh  our  road  crossed,  with  Ihiik  "chaparral"  or 
thorny  bushes  on  either  side  before  it  reached  the  ra- 
vine, and  a  pond  of  water  on  ei. her  side,  where  it^ 
crossed  the  ravine,  con^tituliug  a  defile.  They  wefe 
7,000  strong,  we  54  weaker  than  the  previous  day. 
The  general  ordered  an  immediate  attack,  by  all  the 
troops  except  the  first  brigade,  which  was  kept  m 
reserve,  and  soon  the  rattling  fire  of  musketry,  min- 
gled with  the  heavy  sound  of  artillery,  announced 
the  commencement  of  the  action.  The  enemy  had 
chosen  his  position  which  he  considered  impregna- 
ble— was  vastly  superior  to  us  in  numbers,  and  had 
ten  pieces  of  arlillery,  planted  in  the  defile,  which 
swept  the  road  with  grape,  and  which  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  us  lo  take  before  he  could  be 
beaten.  These  pieces  were  flanked  on  either  side  by 
a  regiment  of  brave  veteran  troops,  from  Tanijiico, 
and  we  were  obliged  lo  stand  an  awful  shower  of 
grape  and  bullet  before  a  charge  could  reach  them. 
The  battle  had  lasted  some  two  hours  with  great  fu- 
ry on  bolh  sides,  and  many  heroic  deeds  had  been 
done,  but  no  serious  impression  made,  when  Gen. 
Taylor  sent  fur  Capt.  May,  ol  the  2d  dragoons,  and 
told  bim  he  must  take  that  battery  with  his  tqua<  rjn 
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of  dragoons,  if  he  lost  every  man.  May  instantly 
placed  himself  at  the  head  <if  his  men,  and' selling 
off  at  full  ^peed,  with  cheers  and  sliouls,  dashed  into 
the  defile,  where  he  was  greeted  with  an  overwhelm- 
ing discharge  of  grape  and  huileta,  which  nearly  an- 


i  ^-a,.  (i.;M^,a.  v....v.^.  H-jylor  jller  establi-hing  his  liltlc  sanu  lori  nere,  ^  But  wait,  I  forgot  one  thing:  Uii  the  hrsl  vvednes- 
nd  who  H3«parrjinu' |.jg|,j  opposite  ihe  lown,  left  the  7th  infantry  and  ]  ^gj._  gCgp  ,(,e  humburdment  had  lasiud  three  days, 
;n.  He  handed  his  |  (,^.y  gp||||g|.j.  companies  in  it,  with  instructions  to  (,„  j,n,,n,y  ..founded  a  parley."  ^laj(l^  Seawell  and 
If  as  General  Vega,  i  jjfg,,,)  n  to  the  death;  he  then  left  witli  Ihe  remain- ;  Lieut.  Ikilton  were  ordered  to   go  out  and  see  what 


The  Bombardment  of  Fort  Bboww.— The  New  ,  bel.    On  the  8th,  the  general  commenced  his  march 

Orleans  Picayune  says:  wi'h  the  train  of  provisions,  and  when  about  tweUe 

"We   have  nowhere  else  seen  so  circumstantial    miles  from  here  he  saw  Ihe  enemy    in  position.     He 

and  interesting  an  account  of  the  bomhard.ncnt  of]  immediately    "walked    into   their  affections."     Wa 

the  camp  opposite  Matanioros  as  is  contained  in  the  j  heard    the    hring   of  cannon    on  bolli  sides,  and  dis- 

„,g  u.=^..o.|.,.- -■.  fe.-K- .,......-,  ",    ,  ,    '         1  r„ii„win»  ipii^r      Ii  is  Hue   Ihe   author  to  slate  that    tiiicty    the   volleys   of  musketry.     We    knew  well 

nhilated  his   tirst  and    second  platoons,    but  he  was  i  follo«  ing  .  f '"'^    ,'    '^J "'^   '^'^.  ^'''",^'  ""  ,^  „,„  ;{  „^,  ,|,c  general  poking  it  into  their  short  ribs, 

seen  unhurt  darting  like  ligh.ning,  through  this  mur-  ;  it  was  writ  en  ^^^^'^     ;^;y_^';;  *  ^..^-^^^''-^X  °c  ^^  We  had  then  stopped  to   "licker,"   but    at   the  first 

derous  hail  storm,  and,   in  a  second,  he  and  his  men  |  select  few    of  his  friends-not  loi  the  puDlic  eye.      ]  ^^^  ^   ^^^^^^  ^j  l^^^^  parapets,  ,.pcned  our  batteries 

drove  away  or  cut  to  pieces  Ihe  artillerists.  i  Camp  opposite  Jlalamoros,  Muy  \3,  l9iG.      [  and  for  one  hour  we  ha.l    the    prettiest  little  cannon 

The   speed  of  his  horses   was  so  great,   however,        Since  the  evening  of  the  9th,  nothing   has  trans- 1  flg^t  that  ever  a  man  beheld.     They  gave  us  gun  for 
that  they  passed  through  Ihe  battery,  and  were  halt-      -^^  i.^re.     Vou  may  know   ere  this,  that  we  gave      °„   „,|,|ie  „e  slung  at  ihem  "the  best  the  shop  con- 
ed in  its  rear.     There  turning,  he  charged  back,  and    „,g  .Mexicans  "jesso"  on  Ihe  8ih  and   9lh.     General  ]  f^|„^,j  „ 
was  jU5t  in  lime  lo  rescue  a  Mexican  general  officer  1  T^jior  after  establi-hing  his   liltlc  sand   fort   here, '       Q^^  „gu  i  forgot  one  thing:  On  the  first  Wednes- 

who  would  not  leave  his  guns,  and  who  ■■-" — r,..„.r ,  .,.-....-._    j  i  

the   strokes  of  one   of   the    men. 
sword  to  May,  anncunced  himself 

and  gave  his  parole.  May  turned  him  over  to  an  |  j^J.'of  h'is'foroe  for  Rrazos' Santiago  for  supplies,  j  t7|'°''\;a',"l'ed'.'  Tliey'did  so,  and  the  Mexican  dc 
officer,  and  galloping  back  lo  General  Taylor,  re- 1  „j  ^.j,,,  ,1,^  impg  (^^t  the  two  mortars  (which  he  1  i^^f.jej  the  surrender  of  the  fort  for  '•Imnianihfs 
ported  thai  he  had  captured  the  ejiemj's  battery,  and  ^ad  ordered  six  months  ago)  had  arrived  from  Wash- 1  j^j^  ,.  Xhey  gave  us  one  hour  to  surrender,  or  lliey 
the  gallant  Gen.  Vega,  bravely  defending  it,  whose  i  |ng,on_  ^nd  also  to  bring  up  ammunition  enough  fori  „„„|j  p^i  u,  all  to  the  sAord.  They  broiight  us  a 
sword  be  hod  Ihe  honor  lo  present  his  commanding  j  our  four  18  pounders  lo  batter  down  Matamnros.—  igtt.-r  from  General  Arisla  lo  our  commanding  offi- 
officer.  The  general  was  extremely  gratified,  and  j  q^,,^^^,  -p.  and  command  lefl  on  the  Istofthislper  The  commanding  officer,  Captain  H.-iwkins— 
felt  no  doubt  that  a  blow  had  been  given,  from  which  ,  month.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  at  daylight,  the  j  grown  had  been  shot  just  before— had  a  council  of 
it  would  be  difEctlt  for  the  enemy  to  recover— and  [  Mexicans  opened  their  batteries  on  our  fort,  or  ra-  ^^.^r  called  and  said  he  presumed  we  were  uiiani- 
so  it  proved,  lor  a  portion  of  Ihe  hflh  infantry,  finding  ;  ,f,er  our  grand  entrenchments;  from  that  moment  it  1  ^jous  on  such  points,  but  that  he  would  put  the  mat- 
that  the  enemy  had  i.i, mediately  re-occupied  and  I  ^^j,^  ^ight  hot  work  untill2  o'clock,  when  both  parties  |  jg^  to  vole  as  to  their  feelings.  The  vole  of  IbB 
commenced  serving  their  pieces,  gallantly  charged  i  had  lo  cease  until  their  guns  would  eool.  Were!  „ouneest  member  was  taken  first,  and  so  on  through- 
and  brought  off  several,  when  the  8lh,  which  had  ;  ^o^  ever  shot  at,  in  front  with  a  IJ  pounder,  in  the  !  I^^t  This  was  the  unanimous  vole:  "Defend  the 
just  come  up,  marched  lo  the  attack  by  its  gallant  j  g^j  i,  „,,,[,  ^  g  puunder,  and  a  shell  directed  lo  burst  i  13,.^  ,0  ,he  death."  Gen.  Arisla  was  in  thirty  mm- 
.nn,n,»n.ler    C..A.  Itelknan.  .seconded  nohlv  hv  Clant.    „^^^  ^o^r  head?  if  not,  try  it,  just  to  properly  enjoy    [,,^5  replied  to  as  follows: 

a  biandy  toddy  after  the  gun  cooling  begins.  Well,  'phat  we  had  received  his  humane  communication, 
after  the  refreshments  the  ball  continued,  varied  U,,,,  oot  understanding  perfeeily  the  Spanish  language, 
only  by  a  little  more  "undictale  looseness" and  wild-  ^^.^  ^-ere  doubtful  if  we  had  understood  exactly  his 
coll  comet  like  flying  of  shells.  |t  was  only  23  inin-  j  meaning;  but  from  all  we  could  understand,  he  had 
ules  after  we  commenced  our  fire  before  one  of  our  j  proposed  that  we  give  hiin  possession  of  this  place 
18  pound  shot  struck  their  li  pound  cannon  directly  j  or  we  would  all  be  put  to  the  sword  111  one  hour;  if 
in  the  muzzle,  and  knocked  it,  head  back  and  slo- |  ji^jj  ^35  jh^  proper  understanding,  we  would  re- 
I  macli  into  the  air  about  20  feel,  and  it  was  accom- Upg^tfyllj,  iiecline  his  [iropositioii,  and  "look  this 
panied  by  legs,  hands  and  arms.  opportunity  lo   assure  his  excellency   of  our  dislin- 

Seven  Mexican  officers  were   wounded,  and  eight    guished  consideraliou."     Afler  the  reception  of  this 
vho   were   round    their  piece  killed.     We  |  I))  his  "excellency"  it  just  rained  balls.      1  he  ditie- 


commander,  Col.  lielknap,  seconded  nobly  by  Capt 
Montgomery,  and  took  off  the  remaining  pieces. — 
Col.  Belknap,  leading  his  regiment  into  the  thickest 
of  the  fight,  seized  a  Mexican  standard,  and  waiving 
it  over  his  head,  dashed  on  in  front  of  his  men,  until 
his  horse  slumbled  over  some  dead  bodies  and  Ihrew 
him.  Being  a  heavy  man,  he  was  helped  on  his 
horse  by  a  soldier,  who  in  the  aot  received  a  ball 
through  his  lungs,  and  at  the  same  moment  a  shot 
carried  away  the  .Mexican  Hag,  leaving  hut  the  han 
die  with  the  colonel.  He  dashed  ahead  wilb  that, 
however,  and  his  regiment  carried  every  thing  be- 
fore it.     At  this   moment  the    Mexicans  gave   way  1  P"""^'** 


nee,  and  so  1  rent   mortars  kept  two  pair  of  "saddle-bags"  in  the 


WheiLieuiruit   vLruder   introduced    General    and  then    buried  itself  m   the   parapet.     I'm  glad  1  1  ry  played    on    us  from    the    rear,  at    the  di- lance  of 
w  hen  i^^euien  .nl_  .nagruaer   introduced    General    ^^^  ^^^^  "caught  napping."  i  Jim  hundred  yards      We  ordered  our  men  not  to  hre 


Vega   to   General  Taylor,   the  latter  expressed  his 


shot  until  they  came  within  eighty  yards— but  they 
did  not  approach.  Their  object  was  lo  exhaust  us  in 
ammunition.  Tliey  knew  from  deseiters  that  it  was 
scarce  and  Gen.  Ta)  lor  had  gone  for  a  supply.  They 
are.  fond  of  fighting  at  lung  distance,  but  they  can't 
stand  Ihe  cold  steel. 

Now  for  where  I  left  off  on  the  night  of  the  8lh; 
Gen.  Taylor  and  the  Mexican  army  were  twelve 
miles  from    here— between    this    and  Brazos.     The 


deep  regret  that  suclj  a  nii>lorlune  should  have  hap- 1  In  the  first  half  hour  a  sergeant  of  Captain  Lee's 
pened  lo  an  ofBeer  whose  character  he  so  highly  es-  ■  company  was  killed;  he  was  carried  over  to  the  lios-  | 
teemed,  ai,d  returned  to  him  his  sword  which  he  had  I  pital  tent  (lull  ol  sick)  and  directly  after  he  was  j 
won  so  bravely.  It  is  said  also  that  the  general  gave  i  laid  on  a  bed,  a  bomb  shell  was  thrown  through  the 
the  eaplive  officer  an  order  on  his  private  banker  for  !  top  of  the  tent,  In  near  Ihe  bed,  burst  and  blew  the 
a  large  suiu,  lor  his  use  when  he  arrived  in  the  Uni-  ';  dead  man's  head  off"  without  injury  lo  any  one  else, 
ted  Stales.  On  Wednesday,  6th  of  May,  and  3d  day  of  the  bom- 

Immediately  after  the  victory,  a  regiment  march-  bardment.  Major  Brown  was  struck  on  the  leg  with 
ed  into  this  fort,  and  was  received  with  cheers  and  !  a  bomb  shell,  and  his  leg  had  to  he  amputated— he  1 
open  arms.  All  had  done  their  duty— those  who  died  on  the  9lh.  These  are  the  only  two  we  have  batteries  at  Matamoros  and  around  us,  and  our  fort 
were  left  to  defend  our  fort— those  who  marched  to  1  lost  during  the  bombardment,  which  commenced  on  kept  up  a  constant  firing  until  dark,  when  all  ceased. 
its  relief.  I  had  nearly  lorgot  to  mention  that  no  |  Sunday,  the  3d,  and  lasted,  "  iih  little  intermission.  We  had  no  communication  froni  the  general,  but 
otbcer  in  the  battle  ol  the  9;h  was  more  distinguish- :  day  and  night,  until  the  next  S  ilurday  at  dark.—  :  that  he  had  lo  lick  'em  or  die!  The  sound  of  arms 
ed  than  '  "  ~ 

drew 
sh.ll 

valor  which  occurred  it.  this  battle,  where  officers 
and  men  fought  ha  .d  to  hand  lor  hours  with  the 
Mexicans.  1  shall  therefoie  conclude  with  the  hope 
that  in  a  few  days  we  shall  be  In  Malauioros. 

MESlC.iS    ACCOIVT    OF    EVLNTS    OS    THE     KIO     GKANUE 
FROM    MAV     1st    IU    3d,     INCLUSIVE. 

We  have  been  favored,  says  llie  New  York  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce  with  the  followoig  translaliuii  of 
an  article  in  the  Matamoros  "liugle  of  the  North," 
of  May  4lh,  giving  an  account  of  what  it  c  ills  the 
"retreat  ol  General  Taylor"   to  Point  Isabel  on  the 


m  Lieutenant  Randolph  Rideely.  His  conduct  [  During  this  time  the  enemy  had  thrown  about  3.5dU  had  not  retrograded  but  advanced;  besides  there  was 
praises  from  the  lips  of  every  officer;  but  1  shots- solid  and  shell— amongst  us.  It  is  inorediMe  I  no  ringing  of  bells  in  the  city  or  signs  of  rejoicing, 
never   finish   if  1   record  the   teats  of  personal    that  the  damage  should  have  been  so  light.     Finding  !  iherefoie  we  judged  they  had  not  the  first  cause  for 

we  could    not   dismount   their  mortars— they  being  I  jollification.     That  night  was  the  firstsound  napping 
sunk  in  the  ground,  with  thick  embankments  in  front    that  had  been  done  in    the  fort  for  six  nights.     The 
—and  having  only  about  400   rounds  of  ammunition  j  next    morning   at  daylight    the    enemj'a    batteries 
to  our  cannon,  we  went  to  work   to  throw  up  a  kind  ;  opened  on  us  as  usual,  we  laying  low,  as  our  cannon 
of  temporary  bomb  proof  shelter,  by  taking  our  bar-  '.  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  giving  them  noiv 
rcis  of  pork,  laying  sticks  of  wood  across  them,  and  '  and  then  a   "crowder"   to   let    them    know  that  the 
throwing  up'six  feet  of  earth  upon  that.     These  we    "degenerate  sons  ol  Washington"  were  not  all  dead 
built  at   points   in  the    fort   where    they    would   he    yet.     At  1  o'clock  we   heard   General   Taylor  open 
convenient  for  the  men;  and  when  we  saw  the  smoke!  again  and  from  that  till   4   o'clock   the  battle  raged 
from  their  guns,  every  one  would    fall   from  tne  pa-  1  with   fury,  and  coming  closer   almost  every  shot.— 
rapet,  and    "hole."     When    we    would   see   a  shell  1  The  general    was   driving  them    before    hiin    in  the 
coming  we  would    fall  upon    the    ground,  as  the  ex-  I  chaparal  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.     About  half  a 
,  plosion  generally  takes  place   upwards.     The  Mexi- I  mile  m  our  rear  we  saw  their  cavalry  retreating  for 
lstin,t.,andthesubseq.ienicaninnading  between  the  ^^^^^   tbouirht   they    had    killed    nearly  all   of  us,  as  |  the  ferry,  to  recross  the  river  to  .MUanioros,  and  they 
lorts  ol  Ma^l^am-.Tos  and  the   American  encauipmen^t  j  ^,^^.^  were  under   ihe   impression    that   all    who  fell  i  were  in   utter   confusion;    we  turned  one  of  our  18 
K  ,1  1....1,  (  pounders  lo  bear  on  the  mass  and  ga^e  them  a  "bliz- 
zard" to  help  Ihem  along. 

Then  you  should  have  heard  the  loud  huzzas  that 

went   up    Irom    the    little   spot.     1  sprang  upon  the 

lis  near  our  regimental  dag  and  requested  silence. 


opposite.     Head  in  connexion  wilh  Ihe  events  which 

have  Miice  occur. ed.  and  With  the    well    known  lact  1 

ihaloniyone   man,  (a   sergeant,)   was   killed  in  the        It  was  very  distressing  to  stand  and  be  fired  at  all 

American  fori  on  the  3d  and  4lb,  and    only  three  up  j  round  and  not  be  able  lo  return  it  "in  full  force  and 

to  Ihe  dale  of  lbs   last  accounts,  M4lli  inslaiit,)  no-     virtue;"  but,  knowing    our   ammunition    was  scarce, 

thing  can  be  more  ridiculous,- unless  it    be  the  re-  1  we  reserved  it  till    the   death    struggle   should  come 

poi 


On    the    whole,  Ihe   firing  on  both  1  maintain  this  prist,  aiiu  mul    lu   yx^~-.,^    >„...„.„  „..j  ,  -^ ,    --        „        "„„„,,„    .inn  snlpndfd 

sides  appears  to  have  been  nearly   harmless.     We    sally,  or  risk  in    ihe    least   his   position  here;  hut  m  ,  ges    pile  of  ammuiiilon  you  ever  saw    400    pl^^^^^^ 
should  like  to  see  what  the  Eagle  will  say  of  the  ac-    case  we  were  surrounded    afler    he    left,  that  signal  j  mules,  and  baggage  "'  ^''^  ''"/*,  ^^"f'"'"''^  ,^5 
lions  of  the  8lh  and  Uih.     Perhaps  by  this  lime  it  has    guns  should  be  fired  at  certain  intervals,  which  would  ;  steamer  "  larney.''     V\  e  ha  e   lost  ab.ut  150  "I'lel 
found  out  that  Gen.  Taylor  is  not  so  great  u  coward    notify  him  of  the  attack.    This  notice  was  given  to  |  and  «'<,unded-4  officers  killed   »  "°"»'^«''-     *'«°  • 
as  it  supposed  him  to  be.  I  the  general,  as  thev  hear)  all  our  guns  at  Point  Isa-  I  T.  left  day  before  vestorday   (i,,r  Braios  to  bring  up 


213 


NLLES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  6,  1846— THE  OREGON  DEBATE. 


possession.  Yei  he  would  siill  adhere  to  64°  40',  which 
includes  ii;  and  thus,  bv  inference,  go  to  war  for  what 
he  could  not  even  venture  to  name. 

!VIr.  B.  said  it  was  a  case  lo  try  the  frailly  of  puor  hu- 
man nature.     Thy  great  orijan,  and   five  hundred  small 
ones  following  its  noies,  and  many  ten  thousand  lon^ut'S, 
opinion  that  we    have    crippled    them  so  by  the  loss  I  |,aj  proelaim.^d   the  51  41)  line,  and   ojr   right  U|)  to  it; 


his  mortars,  which  we  understand  have  arrived  — 
He  ivill  also  organize  the  volunteers  expected.  We 
look  lor  him  to  nigl.t,  and  so  soon  as  he  arrives,  we 
shall  commence  operations  against  Matamoros,  and 
we  will   have    it   or   famt   in   our  traces.     It  is  my 


of  their  cannon,  niu*Uel3,  and  ammunition,  that  they 
will  be  forced   to    retreat   to     Comargo.     [6U  mile: 


nd,  thus  acting  up  >'i    ihe  patriotic  feelings  of  the  peo- 
ple, had  prepared  them  lor  a  war  wiih  Great  Briiain  for 


from  here,'  or  Monterey,  [103,1  hut  from  indications  I  that  line,  when  there  was  wi  such  thing;  and  forFra 
thev  may  he  fortifying  the  city  and  preparing  to  1  zer'r  river,  on  this  side  of  it,  without  knowing  it  was  there. 
give  us  a  street  fight;  let  it  be  »o-we  are  prepared  i  I  he  people  had  been  led  imo  ei-r.  ,„fl.m„H  ,„  ,h»  »«r. 
»?  ».,,...  "^     '       _    1  niiiFif  iin.in  fl  mistake;  and  now 
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nflamed  to  the  war- 
hen  the  mistake  was 
lier  war  came   upon  poor  human 
error  and  ask  pardon  of  God  and 


for    any    event.        I  ne    American    never    can  ''•^^  I  "|'  \y,"^,'j,"  ,,,„  uf  a,, 
knowledge  the   corn  of  the   cross   of  negro  and  In- 1  ^^^^j^j'    '^^  ^Jmit  li 

dian.  Some  of  us  will  get  our  pates  cracked  but  !  ,^^jj„_  J^.^^^  ,[,^  pariofjudUce  and  cau.ior;  but  this  was 
it  is  our  profession.  Nevertheless,  mark  what  1  say  ;  |,u,|,||ij|jng  to  vaniiy,  and  selflove.  and  ihe  pride  of 
— unless  every  thing  we  demand  is  granted,  our  ban- '  confislency.  To  pi?rseverc  in  ihis  error,  after  it  was  de- 
ner  will  in  a  few  days  waive  from  the  walls  of  Mata-  |  lected,  was  ihe  pan  of  human  frailly;  and  the  senator 
moros.  I  I  from  Michigan,  on  the  part  ol  his  parly,  has  obeyed  the 

hiw  of  frailly:  he  lias  persevered  in  error:  he  convens 
into  design  what  was  in  ihc  beginning  a  mistake!     We 
are  now  lo  have  war.  as  far  as  the  senator  and  ht>  pirty 
can  make  it,   upon   design,  and   vviihinl  preie,xi;  f<ir  he 
Of  Col.  Be.^to.n's  "gieai'' speech  on  ihis  question,  so  I  ™ul''  "tit  name  Frazer'a  river,  which  is  the  sole  object, 
much  lis  he  delivered  on  the  firsi  of  ihe  three  days  i.  oc-  |  and  would  be  the  instant  ciuse  of  war. 
cu;.ied  ,  will     be  found     in  this  number.       Gen.  Cass  ^      And   how  does  the  senator  conduct  his  ne 


oecupid  three  hours  ni  reply.  Col.  Beivto.v's  replicaiioii 
to  Gei  e  Cass*  -ipepch  (written  nut  by  hinisell  ji'  is  stated,/' 
reached  us  on  Wednesday,  and  under  the  e.tpectation 
that  Gen.  Cass' speech  would  reach  us  in  timr  to  pre- 
cede it,  we  placed  it  in  type.  Gen.  Ciss'  speech  did  not 
reach  us  until  yesterday,  too  late  for  this  number,  and 
hence  we  are  compelled  to  place  them  out  o(  their  re- 
gular order. 

Col.  Centon's  reply  is  exceedingly  keen  and  pointed. 

COLONEI,  BENTON'S    RtPLY  TO  GENERAt,  CASS. 

U.  S  Senaie,  June  [s(.  H46. 

Mr.  Bmton  spoke  about  an  hour  in  reply  lo  Mr.  Cis.t. 
He  askej  liiin  il  he  hud  been  engaged  in  ihe  sport  of  ihe 
fox-eha.^e? 

Mr.  Cass  made  a  negative  sign  with  his  head 


desion? 
By  endeaviiring  to  make  ma  a  fifty  fmr-forty  man;  by 
readinir  mutilated  scraps,  cut  from  my  old  speeches, 
lorn  from  their  coniext,  and  niHdf,  by  niulilaiion  and 
false  application,  f\)  apply  lo  54°  40'  on  the  continent, 
when  I  applied  it  to  the  islands;  making  it  apply  to  New 
Caledonia,  when  I  spoke  it  of  the  valleyol  the  Coiutn 
bia.  I  had  occi-^ion  to  cut  some  of  the  fitty-four  foriies 
for  the  "simples"  when  1  spoke  some  days  ago,  and  musi 
now  do  il  again — but  first  explain  the  operation,  as  it  is 
only  understood  in  the  west.  Il  cimies  from  horse  sur- 
gery— culling  a  horsn's  eyes  for  the  hooks  The  horse 
is  subject  10  a  disease  of  the  eye,  something  like  cata- 
ract, which  blinds  him;  an<i,  when  emollient  remedies 
fail,  the  knife  is  applied,  ilie  diseased  part  cut  away, 
and  then  ihe  animal  sees  clear-  .So  of  the  simples. — 
Tile   allusion    is    meiapliorically   to  the   culling  for  ihe 


Mr.  Benton  Nor  1  either;  but  I  have  learnt  one  of!  hooks,  and  is  to  make  a  simpleton  see  clear,  by  open- 
ihe  rules  of  the  sport,  which  is,  never  to  aliempl  to  ride  I  ing  bis  eyes  to  what  he  did  not  see  before.  All  these 
on  both  sides  of  the  sapling.  The  senator  from  Michi-  caterers  lor  ihe  senamr;  all  ihi'Se  searchers  among  my 
gan  seems  to  have  been  ignorant  ol  this  rule,  at  least  old  speeches,  may  look  out  when  they  are  worth  it,  for 
polincally;  lor  lie  is  on  both  sides  of  Greenhow — wash-  j  the  operation  of  being  cut  tor  the  simples.  Of  course, 
ing  his  lian^ls  of  htm  in  ihe  beijiiining  ol  his  speech,  j  the  operation  cannot  be  perfonn'id  on  a  senator, 
holding  fast  to  him  in  theend.  .Mr.  B.  said  he  should  [  A  line  has  been  cut  from  one  of  my  speeches  in  which 
spend  no  lime  on  the  Utrecht  treaty,  but  he  would  say  j  54  deg.  40  min.is  mentioned,  vvilhout  continental  pre- 
there  were  iwo  sels  of  commissaries  to  be  appointed  fixed.  Tile  senator  from  Michigan  gravely  parades  that 
under  the  tenili  arlicle  ofj^hat  treaty — one   to  deiermjne  |  line  lo-day  to  make  me  an  advocate  for  54  deg.  40  inin 


undaries  between  the  French  Canadian  and  Ihe  Bri- 
tish Hudson  Bav  ierritt»ries,  the  other  lo  determine  them 
between  French  Canada  and  the  British  Ailanlio  colo- 
nies in  ihe  south.  The  former  was  to  be  done  in  a  year; 
the  latter  withoiil  limiiation  of  time.  Commissaries  act- 
ed under  ihe  lirsi;  Ihey  failed  to  agree  under  ihe  last; 
and  tiiese  two  seis  c)f  commi-^saries  are  confounded  by 
Mr.  Greenhow  and  his  followers.  Charlevoix  speaks  of 
these  latter  coinmisstiries  as  being  appointed  in  1719 — 
six  years  after  the  treaty  of  Utrecht — and  discharned  in 
1722,  witioiit  having  come  to  any  agreement, 
two  are  confounded,  and  what  Charlevoix  says  of  the 
latter  is  applied  to  ibe  former.  Such  an  error  as  Ihis  is 
eo  gross  as  lo  show  that  there  is  entire  confusion  in  the 
ideas  of  those  wlio  speak  upon  ihe  subjeci.  Mr.  B 
complained  iliat  the  senator  from  Michigan  had  slipped 
over  all  llie  strong  proofs  which  he  had  adduced  upon 
the  line  ol  Uircchi,  nucIi  as  ihe  King's  map, Jetfrtes's  Geo- 
graphy, the  e.Yclusion  of  ihe  British  for  filteen  years 
Iroiii  Louisiana,  by  virtue  of  that  line,  and  the  refusal 
ul  the  British  iniiiisiers  lo  take  any  notice  of  their  cum- 
plaints. 

But  Mr.  B.  would  not  quit  the  great  point  before  the 
senaie,  to  g.)  into  an  argument  about  the  line  ol  Uirechi. 
The  point  before  the  senate  was  a  deLlarati.m  of  tide. 
on  the  p:iri  o(  the  Uniied  .Slates  to  Frazer's  river  and  lis 
valley,  known  as  ,\ew  Caledonia,  and,  as  such,  occupi- 
ed by  Ihe  Brilish  wiihoul  question  since  1805.  Mr.  B. 
said  ibis  Was  the  great  question;  for  it  was  a  queslion  ol 
peace  or  war,  and  war  upon  a  mislHlv^!— a  blunder — 
geographical  and  political.  The  hhiiuler  was,  that  the 
Uniied  Stales  had  a  line  wiili  Rn.ssia,  dividing  the  coun- 
try with  her  from  the  sea  to  the  Kocky  Mountains,  and 
ihat  all  ihe  country  on  ihis  side  was  ours.  This  was  the 
political  blunder.  The  geographical  blunder  was  in  re- 
lation to  Frazir's  r'rivr  and  lis  valley,  eallifd  by  the  Bri 
tish  New  Caledonia,  and  which  was  assumed  lo  be  a  pan 
of  our  Oregon.  There  was  no  such  line,  and  no  such 
exten.-ion  ol  our  Oregon.  Fiazer's  river  and  us  valley, 
c./vered  wiih  Briiish  establishmenis  since  ihr  year  ISOii, 
covered  tne  country  Iroin  55°  lo  49^  These  were  the 
lads.  Bui  ilie  lifiy-liiur-lorlie^  upon  a  inislaki-  as  to 
the  Kussiau  line,  and  upon  a  ioiM..ke  as  to  Fra/.cr  rivi  r, 
set  out  to  take  thai  entire  nvi'r  ami  valley  lioni  the  Dri- 
tiah;  and,  therefore,  to  involve  us  in  war.  and  ihat  ig 
noranily  and  unjustifiably,  with  (Jroal  Britain.  Their 
double  error  had  been  shown;  the  readings  of  the  iicH- 
lies  with  Russia  and  (jreat  BnUmi  delecied  this  double 
error.  The  geiiilemen  who  hud  led  the  countiy  into 
error,  who  had  prepared  ihcm  lor  a  war  upon  ii  m.siake, 
instead  of  rciraciing  it,  had  this  day  taken  llieir  course 
lo  persevere  in  ill  And  what  was  war  upon  mistake 
belbie,  now  became  war  upon  design,  and  without  n 
pretext.  Mr.  B.  said,  without  a  pretexi;  fir  the  senator 
from  Michigan,  in  a  speech  ot  an  hour  ami  a  litilf  this 
day,  wiih  an  inslinctive  dread  of  the  laial  poiin,  never 
once  mentioned  Frazer's  river;  never  onCc  mentioned 
New  Caleduiiiu;  never  once  veniuiud  to  usacri  ll 


the  niounlains.  In  fifty  places  in  the  same  speech 
the  existence  of  such  a  line  was  denied  and  ridiculed. — 
Yet  the  Senator,  lo  deceive  people  unacquainted  with 
the  subjeci,  to  keep  up  a  delusion,  instead  of  admiiting 
his  own  error,  endeavors  to  make  me  an  accomplice  in 
his  error!  Well,  if'  he  wants  my  auihoriiy,  he  shall  have 
II,  and  ihat  is,  that  there  is  no  such  line,  and  never  was; 
ihat  the  honest  feeli'igs  of  ihe  people  have  been  misled, 
iheir  patrioiism  excited  about  a  iioiienliiy,  and  a  war 
-^  -  -  provoked  for  whai  has  no  exisience.  I  tell  him  this,  if 
riieso    lie  wants   lo  quote  my  authority.     Let  him  confess  his 


rror,  and  recant,  if  he  wants  my  opinions.  I  give  them 
lo  him  freely,  and  when  they  may  he  ol  service  to  him. 
If  an  individual  is  leading  two  neighbors  to  a  quarrel, 
and  a  fight,  upon  a  mistake,  he  is  bound  to  acknow- 
ledge Ihc  mislHke  us  soon  as  he  finds  it  out,  and  go  and 
stop  the  discord  which  he  has  created.  This  is  the 
course  among  mere  individuals.  How  much  stronsier 
vi'hen  the  quarrel  is  lo  be  between  nations,  and  u'ar  the 
conseque^ice?  The  senaior  and  his  parly — the  big  or- 
gan, and  ihose  which  have  follov\'ed  iis  notes— have 
been  leading  ihe  country  to  a  war  with  Great  Britain 
upon  a  mistake,  upon  a  blunder,  upon  an  ignorance  of 
ireaiies  and  geography.  The  mistake  has  been  exposed 
by  reading  the  irtMlies  and  producing  the  geograptiy. — 
Instead  of  admiiting  the  error,  the  senator  from  Michi- 
itan,  for  himself  and  friends,  perseveres  in  il;  and  thus 
what  was  mistake  in  the  beginning  becomes  design — a 
disigii  to  have  a  war  wiih  Great  Britain,  without  daring 
to  name  the  pretext;  for  Frazer's  river,  or  .\'ew  Caledo- 
nia, are  words  nol  lo  be  got  out  of  their  mouths.  They 
ivill  to  to  war  for  llieni,  but  nol  name  them,  much  less 
stale  a  title  to  them.  In  ilie  name  of  all  thai  is  leasonable, 
why  not  stale  Ihe  claim  to  Frazi-r's  rivei?  I  have  staled 
ihe  British  title,  and  am  not  ashaineri  or  afraid  lo  do  il, 
no  more  than  I  should  bo  to  state  their  lille  lo  Canada. 
anU  it  is  as  clear  in  one  case  as  the  other.  The  Brilish 
di-covered  ihat  river  in  17y3,  settled  it  in  1806,  coveted 
it  over  with  establifhmenls  from  head  to  inouih,  from  55 
deg.  10  49  deg.,  and  had  it  so  covered  when  wo  treated 
with  Spain  in  1819.  Spain  never  claimed  it,  never  sold 
il  lo  us,  never  saw  or  heard  of  the  river;  and  all  the 
slaiesmeti^  who  made  the  Spanish  treaty  immediately 
yielded  Frazer's  river  lo  Great  Briiain,  from  head  to 
mouth,  from  49  deg.  lo  55  deg.  Irrelragablo  documents 
prova  this,  and  1  linvc  hereiolori'  shown  ihem  to  the  se- 
nate. This  IS  ilje  British  title,  admitted  by  l\lr.  Monroe 
and  his  cabiiiel  m  1823,  slated  lioni  their  acts  a  few 
days  ago.  .\ow,  lei  the  soiiatorsiule  ihe  American  cluini 
to  the  same.  Lei  bur  only  slate  il.  He  docs  nol  aiienipt 
il.  He  eschews  Iho  faial  sound  of  Frazer's  river,  and 
ot  ihe  foriy  British  posts  upon  it,  but  still  wauls  the  peo- 
ple to  believe  it  is  theirs,  and  to  go  to  war  for  it.  1  say 
war!  for  any  attempt  on  our  part  to  take  the  Brilish  es. 
tablishmenls  on  Frazer's  liver  would  be  followed  by  war 
as  (|Uickly  and  as  justly  as  an  aitempt  to  take  their 
towns  in  Cunadii.      This  is  dreadful.    VVo  are  the  .Anie- 

.        ricuii  eenule,  uciiiig  in  ilie  eyes  of  ihe  prioent  age  ami 

United  Slates  had   one  parlicio  of  claim  to  ihat  Brilish  1  of  posterity,  and  upon  a  gr',-at   rcfpoiisibility.    By  our 


acta  war  may  be  made,  and  we  are  bound  by  every 
sacred  and  every  human  obligaiion  to  make  no  mistake 
in  bringing  about  so  great  a  calamity.  War  is  a  cala- 
mi:y  in  itself— a  war  upon  mis'ake  is  a  double  calamity; 
but  a  war  upon  design,  after  the  mistake  is  detected,  is 
a  calamity  for  which  there  is  no  name.  Il  rises  to  the 
magnitude  of  ihe  greatest  crime.  I  read  the  treaties 
which  showed  the  mistake.  I  thought  it  very  probable 
the  firty-four-forlies  had  never  read  the  Russian  treaties, 
and  did  not  know  what  ihey  said.  I  produced  the  geo- 
graphies to  insiruct  them  in  Frazer's  river,  for  I  thought 
Ihey  were  ignorant  of  it.  I  did  all  clearly,  intelligibly, 
indispuiably.  I  wailed  for  the  result.  In  fact  I  wailed 
long,  and  until  delay  was  dangerous,  before  I  could  ven- 
ture lo  set  them  riiiht.  I  knew  the  frailly  of  poor  hu- 
man nature,  and  ihat,  instead  of  thanks,  resentment 
would  more  probably  be  my  reward.  Well.il  has  come 
— a  personal  attack  on  my.self— reading  muilla  ed  scraps, 
furnished  by  caterers,  to  show  me  incooH^teni,  and  then 
nol  able  lo  do  it.  Not  able  to  help  out  iheir  miserable 
deception  even  by  -dtiy  words  culled  from  my  innume- 
rable speeches,  and  mutilated  f -r  die  purpose,  and  then 
misapplied.  What  was  said  vf  islands  applied  to  con- 
tinenis;  what  w-as  said  of  the  Columbia  river  applied  to 
New  Caledonia;  what  was  snid  of  the  Oregon  river  ap- 
plied to  Frazer's  river.  .Miserable  perversion  every 
where,  to  turn  me  against  myself,  and  make  me  a  party 
to  the  deception  of  ihe  people. 

They  quote  fiflyloiir-fony  on  the  continent  as  ihe  line 
for  which  the  people  must  fight.  I  repeat,  on  the  con- 
tinent. I  must  be  careful  about  thai;  for  if  1  omit  the 
repetition  once  the  whole  speech  is  knocked  in  ihe  head. 
I  am  quoted  agaiisl  myself:  I  am  proved  to  admit  il. — 
Thus  It  has  been  lo-day.  The. senator  from  .Michigan  has 
found  one  meniion  of  the  line  without  'continental"  re- 
peated; immediaiely  he  fastens  himself  upon  it,  when 
all  know  that  I  made  the  distinction  between  islands  and 
and  the  continent  when  I  spoke  until  it  must  have  been 
wearisome  to  Ihe  senate.  A  siarling,  il  one  had  been 
in  the  room,  could  now  repeat  the  words.  Yes,  1  have 
said  filly  fourfortv  a  thousand  times,  perhaps  ten  thou- 
sand, and  always  know  ing  what  I  meaiii — a  line  in  the 
ocean  at  the  end  ot  an  island,  and  that  line  made  by 
Russia  with  Great  Briiain  as  well  as  with  the  United 
Slates.  But,  perhaps,  I  can  tell  ihe  fihy- four-forties 
something  about  ihai  line— I  mean  the  actual  line  at  the 
end  of  the  island— of  which  ihey  still  seem  lo  be  ignor- 
ant. They  seem  to  look  upon  it  as  a  real  fidjusfmentof 
boundary — a  nice  and  critical  adjusimeni  of  title — a 
wise  settlement  of  mutual  rights  upon  great  delibeiation. 
No  such  thing.  No  qnesiion  ol  right  or  lille  was  ever 
considered  atiout  it — all  ihe  result  ol  lur-Irading  enter- 
prise. Russian  fur-iraders,  in  the  last  century,  settled 
upon  ihe  Trince  ot  Wales  Island,  the  souih  end  of  which 
was  supposed  to  be  in  fifty-five.  The  Emperor  Paul,  in 
1799,  the  year  before  his  assassination,  gave  ihem  a 
charter  to  ihar  exeiit;  and  when  the  Emperor  .\lexan- 
came  to  make  the  irenties  with  Great  Britain  and 
the  Unthd  Stales,  in  18-24-25,  he  governed  himself  by 
the  charier;  and  thus  a  Rus.-iin  fur  company  made  that 
line,  so  far  as  it  is  one,  at  the  end  ot  an  island,  without 
caring  a  straw,  and  perhaps  witbont  earing  a  fig  for  ihe 
titles  uf  any  power  in  ihe  world-  The  coast  was  a  dere- 
lict, and  they  settled  upon  it. 

This  is  the  origin  of  the  line;  for,  at'ter  agreeing  upon 
55  deg.,  as  granted  by  the  charter,  it  was  extended  to 
54  deg.  40  min.,  to  cover  a  point  or  leg  of  the  island  run- 
ning down  t\\'enly  minutes  south.  This  is  ihe  way  that 
54  deg.  40  min-  came  to  bi-  established  at  tie  end  of 
Prince  of  Wales  Island — rather  accidenially  lo  become 
he  exact  and  sacred  measure  of  right,  for  which  a  na- 
ion  must  20  to  war.  But  a  hide  more  truth  will  make 
It  more  accidenial  still.  The  fact  is,  the  Emperor  Paul 
had  recalled  the  traders  for  misconduct:  they  vi'ere  about 
lo  lose  their  establishmeni.s;  lo  preveni  ii,one  of  the  rich 
parlners  married  his  daughter  to  one  of  the  emperor's 
courtiers,  and  gave  him  her  whole  foi  luiie  in  bills  of  ex- 
change on  the  futuie  earning  of  ihe  company.  The 
Emperor  Paul,  as  all  the  world  knows,  with  ihe  kindest 
impulses,  v\'as  a  little  caiuicious;  so  he  not  only  revoked 
ihe  recall  of  the  traders,  but  actually  gave  ihem  an  ex- 
clusive charter  down  lo  55  deg.;  am]  that  is  thf  true  his- 
tory of  64  deg.  40  min.,  so  fur  as  it  has  its  aqueous  ex- 
istence at  theend  of  Prince  of  Wales  island.  And  that 
is,  in  fact,  the  line,  and  the  history  of  the  Hue,  and  ihe 
cause  of  ihe  line,  w-hich,  limited  lo  an  island,  our  Fifiy- 
four-lorlies  ex'end  five  hundred  miles  on  the  continent, 
and  then  ailaeh  to  it  a  sacred  and  inviolable  character, 
as  biing  Ihe  wise  and  ex  ici  delermmation,  upon  great 
diplomatic  consideration,  of  a  national  bounduiy!  Was 
theie  ever  any  thing  so  ridiculous?  ever  any  thing  so  lar- 
cicnl?  ever  any  thing  so  nierttiiiu  the  rebuke  of  the  peo- 
ple, thus  misled  and  deceived,  at  first  by  ignorance,  and 
now  be  design? 

The  senator  from  Michigan  reads  from  my  old  speech- 
es to  show  that  ihe  Spaniards  elnimeil  t>l°,  iitid  that  I 
pronounced  their  title  belter  than  Ihat  of  the  English.— 
Cenuinly  I  did,  but  always  confined  it)  coasts  and  is- 
lands, where  Ihe  ships  sailed;  and  aU(  ays  ending  wuh 
saying  thut  nei.lier  Spain  nor  Cfreut  Butain  had  rmidu 
permanent  seiilemeius;  ihai  the  whole  coast  was  a  de- 
relict, after  ihe  Nootka  coniroversy,  fioin  Cape  Mendo- 
cino, ill  40°,  lo  ihe  Russian  s.lilemeiils,  uniil  Mr.  As- 
toi's  seitlcnieni  at  the  mouth  of  Ihe  Columbia  in  ISII; 
otid  ihat  Ihe  whole  coasi  noiili  of  Ihe  Columbia,  and 
soinh  of  ihe  Russians,  is  a  derelict  lo-day'.  That  being 
a  derelict  at  liie  time  of  Ihc  negoiialions  of  1824,  Ihe 
United  States  and  Great  Biiiain  weni^by  ihc  conlineni, 
and  nol  by  the  coast,  divided  the  continent  according  lo 
discover!  and  seliiiiiicni,  and  let  the  i;>iands  gg  with 
ilie  division  in  fronlol  which  ihey  lay. 
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The  senator  picked  a  hole,  or  ihought  he  picked  a  ]  ana  and  Iha  Spanish  cluims  to  NiHihweat  America.  I  [sions  in  Oregonto  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa,  three 
hole,  in  a  word  v(  mine,  in  one  of  my  speeches,  and  a  I  tell  them  ihat  ilie  Brliish  ciaini  to  Frazsr's  river  Is  pre-  |  lhou«and  miles  off,  (as  ,\lr.  W.  presumed  was  the 
short  word— ihe  word  •■all."  I  sMd  all  ilie  stale-men  u(\  ciseK  ihr  .-nuie  wi  n  our  own  to  ihp  Culurnl>iii.  And  I  '  mieiilioii,)  it  was  otijeclionable  in  thai  reipecl  — 
twenty  and  lurtv  year?  ago  leii  Fraz.;r  s  nver^  to  Ureal  I  say  to  ihnn  ihni,  whoever  .says  the  contrary  ot  tins,  will  (  ^gatn:  congress  should  not  leave   the  iioestioii  as  to 


left  Frazi-r's  river  to  Great  I  say  to  them  ihnt,  whoever  .says  the  contrary  of  this,  wi 
Brilaui,    and   oHered   to  divide  by  49°.     He  denies  the  j  be  henceforth  a  wdful  deceiver.     I  rnake  great  nllow- 
"all,"  and  inslBiices  that  Mr-  Monro.'s  udiinnistrntino  i  ance  for  ignorance — for  the  mistakes  of  igooranee — but  I 
in  I?I32  offered  31°.     'I'liis  isbeainilul!     I  read  you,  m    ignorance  ouiiht  to  be  docile,  and   surrender  on  eonvic- ] 
sundry  pmces,  tha  tlK-y  otfored  51°  aaa  lirsi  proposiiion,  I  lion.     I  make  a  broad  disii  :cnon    between  the  wilful 
and  upon  a  principle  known  to  be  erroneous  and  to  bo    and   the  ignorant  deceiver,  and  a  broader  one  siill  bc- 
rejecied,  to  be  followed  immediately  by  the  offer  of  49°;  I  iween  die  deceivers  and  the  deceived-     The  former  are 
wliich  was  done,  and,  in   fact,  as  ji'iod  as  aiireed  to  by  I  genejally  tew,  the  lauer  many— the  former   are  more  or 
Mr,  Georffe  Canninj;,  the  prime   minister.     Yes;  they    less  culpa'nie,  the  lalier  always   innocent.     Of  the  my- 
offered  51°.  and  upon  (.bjeetion  lo  it  oifeied  415°;  but  by    riad-^,    liny  millions  who   have  propaL^ated  the  error  of 
leavMia  out  the  49°  ilie  seniitor  from  .Mi'liig.in  undei;-  |  54  dee.  40  min.,  all  but  few  were  the  innocent  re[)eniers 
lakes  to  pick  a  hole  in  my   "all.''     If  he   h:i.l  done  it.  ii    n(  vihat    came   in    them    in  a  way    iliiii  they  could   not  i 
would  Inive  lieen  noibing;  but  he  Ii;i3  not  done  it,  and  I  !  doubt  ii.     .-Ml  these  will  rejoice  to  be  relieved  fr.ini  the;r  | 
now  repeat  and  renlBrni  inv  asieriion,  and  mvite  him  to  |  error.  Instead  ofg'iling  angry  widl  me,  ihey  will  iliank  i 

put  all  ihe  eaierers  to  nork  lo  find  un  error  in  it  il  Hiey  i  me  for  the  tiouble  I  lake  to  sei  them  riahl.  'I'liey  aani  ,  Ihal  he  ha  I  on  yesterday  submitted  lo  the  sena 
can.  1  affirm  that  cveiy  .^merieiln  stniesmaii  of  Iwen-  nolbinff  but  truth  and  justice,  and  I  diank  God  ihal  I  autbenlie  copy  of  the  ori;anic  or  fundaineiilal 
ty  and   foriy  years  ago— i\Ir.  .lefllison   and  Mr.  Mudi     have   the   conriiiie  lo    i>ive    it  lo   ihcm.  re{;ardlc.ss  .^f  all  '      '  -- 

sion  in  180J,  Mr.  Monroe  .ind  hi-*  cabinet  iji  IS'23,  of-  earlhly  consequences.  I  am  right.  I  speak  to  save  tny 
fercd  lo  divide  by  4'J°,  leaving  Fiazer's  river  wholly  to  country  from  liie  calamities  of  a  uar  upon  mistake  and 
Uie  British,  and  that  because  it  belonged  to  them.  blunders.     I  rely  np.m  the  eqniiyand  intelligence  of  the  ] 

The  senan.r  trem   Mici.ijan  is  i;reallv   pleased  with    P^^P'^.  and  give  defiance  lo  ignorance,  malice,  and  mis- I 

Ihe  offer  of  Jl°:  those  wlio  otiered  11  knew  it  was  unien-  fP''®*''""'"""-  i  The  la^    .,.>J.i.".H  I,.,' ti.^'.r  i.,..  .1  lo  .-.^i,!.  ,.    ti        i     i 

.  I  ,  ,  ,  ■  ■        1  ■  I    ■.      It  ^iri.       .1  ...  1  I     ■  •  I  ■  1    T  I  ^"^  lawa  pat&eo  oy  Ineir  locai    ei'  s  alure.    I  hey  had 

able,  and  sent  the  real  proposiiioi;  along  w  lib  it.     Upon        When  tlir  vote  is  taken  on    the  in-=irnciions  which  I  >„:„„,„  j  „'„„„„„.  „,.    „    ;    ,  ,      .u        n-     "        ■ 

what  principle  was  it  off  red?  Why,  that  ihe  Columbia  have  subniiried,  let  the  senator  from  Michigan  move  lo  I  f '"'7  ''  6°  «"'"'  •  »  J"'  ««.  and  other  oflicers,  and 
headedasfar  iior!has5i°,  andsowe  would  follow  that  strike  out  4U°,  and  insert  54  dei;.  40  mm.  We  shall  then  ''«"'  ''^'^'•'"';!',y '"''^''  ''■"^  ff"^*^  sever.,  I  salutary 
line  to  the  sea.  That  is  not  ihe  principle  which  governs  .see  the  sense  of  ihe  senate,  and  the  couniiy  will  seel'a»s.  1  his  bill  Kould  subverl  lliat  governmmt  fonntd 
title  to  a  fiver  and  its  valley,  and  this  Mr.  Monroe  and  |  who  perseveres  in  error,  and  eonveris  into  DLs:as  vihal  \^y  H"  P^ip^' "f  Oregon,  and  Hut  loo  willioul  Iheir 
his  ministers  well  knew.    They  knew  the  principle  to  i 


what  were  the  •'territories  of  the  United  Slates  west 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains,"  as  this  bill  did,  either  to 
this  Oregon  juilge,  or  lo  the  execulive  of  the  United 
Slates  or  any  olhcr  anlhorily.  It  would  inevitably 
le:  d  to  diirieullies  and  trouble.  We  should  iiol  shrink 
from  our  duty  in  this  respect. 

As  the  report  of  the  commitlee  slaleil,  diverse 
opinions  were  entertained  by  its  niemberi  as  to  the 
nature  of  llie  alterations  piopo-^ed  lo  be  m  nie  in  this 

hill.      Various    aineiidinciits   had    been  sugj^ested. 

For  his  part    (Mr.  VV.  said)  it  would   he  recdlecled 


al   laws 

I  u  hicb  the  citizens  of  Ihe  United  Slates  west  of  Ihe 
I  Rocky  .Mouiilains  had  in  July  last,  at  a  mass  meet- 
ing in  primary  assembly,  ordained  and  esiahli.-^hed 
I  for  their  temporary  government.  They  were  now 
gelling  along  prelly  well  ninler  that  consiitulion  and 


I  first  Ihe  niisehiet  of  .mistake 


{  coiiseiil. 
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be  ihe  rioi  of  the  batin  which  conlained  the  waters  of 
the  rivei',  and  tins  would  bring  our  possesion  to  a  poinl 
at  the  m  nih  where  ihe  Colimibia  has  no  valley.  '1  hey 
ofiered  51°  to  get  49°,  which  includes  near  three  de- 
grees outside  of  the  valley  of  the  Columbia  ai  its  mouth. 
Try  the  principle  of  drawing  straight  lines  from  head- 
water.s.     Apply  ii  to  tlie  Mississippi.    Tliere  a  hue  from 

the  head  lo  tlie  Gulf  of  Me.\ico  would  spin  ilie  valley  in  ■  colt,  the  chairman  of  the  cominiltee    on  the  lerrilo 
two,  leaving  hail  on  each  sid. ,  and   which  side  should  \  rjes,  asking  lo  be   discharged    iVom   the  I'urlher  con 
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we  take?     Try    it   wiUia    hue   from  its  lunhest  wesier, 
brunch — the  liead  of  the  Missouri — it  would  run  ihrou 


branch-the  iK^ad  ol  the  M.ssouri-il  would  run  through  ,  f,o,„  1,,^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^,^  jurisdiction    of  ihe  U. 
Mexico  and  enur  the  Pacific  ocean,   fry  11  on  the  oiher.g  ^^^     lerrilory   lyiiig   west  of  the  Rocky 

eide — ihe   highest   water  ol  the  Onio,  away  up  above  ,  ,,        .    ■  J     J     6  J 


Olcan,  in  ih.  state  of  New  York,  and  it  would  cut  the 
Allaniic  .'tales  and  reach  ihe  gulf  ihroiigh  Georgia. — 
No;  Mr.  .Monroe's  cabinei  meant  no  such  absurditv. — 
They  of?er  51°  as  a  feeler— 49°  us  a  real  line,  and  upon 
the  principle  that  it  left  to  each  his  discoveries  and  Eet- 
tlements. 

This  is  llie  Eenaie  of  the   United   States — a  place  for 
grave  and  responsible  deliheralion.     Not  a  place  for  er-    took  his  seat.     It   was    made    under   II 
rors.  but  for  the  correction  of  errors.      1  he  people  have    ^^^.^^  „^  i.nperat.ve  necessity  existed  fo; 
bet  n  in. Sled — ^irosalv*  and  widt-ly  misled — ignuianily  at  !    .  .i„         u       .         .t.  ■         r  j 

first,  as  we  were  bound  to  believe;  designedly  now,  as  I  ';°"  °"  '^»=  ^''''J'^'^'  =•'  '^is  session  of  congress,  and 
we  painfully  see.  The  fifiy-four-lorty  line  never  existed.  1  "'»'.  whatever  legislation  might  be  called  lor,  it  was 
Tlie  ireaiy  proves  ii;  yel  ils  exisience  is  still  affirmed,  to  1  best.  It  would  be  most  likely  lo  promote  the  iiile- 
mislead  ihe  uninlormed.  and  losave  ibe  misleaders  from  j  rests  of  those  citizens  of  the  Untied  Slales  who  had 
the  nioriificaiion  of  exposure.  sellled  west  of  ihe  Rocky  Mountains,  and  in  all  pro 


All  that  Mr.  W.  thought   il  proper   lo  be  done  at 

this  session — and  he  did  not  regard  ihal  as  absolule- 

ly  iiece-sary— was    Ihal   congress   should    authorise 

and  sariclioii    and    ralily    the  acts  ot  the  citizens  of 

^^  ,  ,  ,     ,.     ,,     „,  Ihe  Untied  Slates  in  Oregon  that  he  had  referred  lo, 

The  senate  took  up  the  report  made  hy  Mr.  VVesl-  j  accompanied   by  provisions   encouraging  emigration 

.,        I  _r  .1 ...  _.    ...  .u.  .  ^^   that  country.     If  I'urlher   action  was  bad  on  this 

bill  at  this  session,  and  no  oiher  older  senalor  did  so, 
lutioti  ol  the  senate  and  the  bill    he  should  propose    such    measure.      Al  present,  and 

'   ' ""  '   '  lor    the    purpose    of  ascerlaming    the  disposition  of 

llie  senate  as  to  any    further   action   on    lliis  sutiject 
this  session,  he  would    move    to  discharge  the  com- 


I  sideralioii  of  the 


Mountains. 


Mr.  If'fsfcofi  said  he  had  on  yesterday  signified  his  :  millee  from  the  fuilher  consideialionof  lliis  bill,  and 
intention,  when  the  subject  should  be  brought  up  '  that  the  whole  subject  be  postponed  lo  the  first Mon- 
for  discussion    today,  of  moving   the   postponement  i  day  in  Uecember  next. 

of  the  further  consideration  of  It  until  the  first  M.m-i  Mr.  ^«en,  in  pnrsuancc  of  notice  which  he  had 
day  of  December  next— the  first  day  of  the  next;  previously  given,  moved,  by  wny  of  amendment  lo 
session.     He  would  subrnil^  ihal  ^motion   before   he  ^  the  motion  of  the  senator  from  Florida,  thai  the  bill 

'■ ■' '■'"   ''"   t^''n"'iclion  ,  be  made    the   special   order   of  the  day  for  Monday 

ny  legisla-  j  next.     Should    Ihe  motion  of  the  senalor  from  Flo- 


rida, he  observed,  prevail,  il  would,  as  a  mailer  of 
course,  put  an  end  lo  all  legislalion  on  the  subject 
during  tlie  present  session  of  congress.  He  desired 
barely  lo  make  one  or  two  remarks  upon  ihe  sub- 
ject. At  present  there  was  a  public  law  of  the  land 
I  have  performed  a  painful  duty.  I  waited  kmg  be-  bability  best  subserve  the  inleresls  of  ihe  federal  i  o^  which  American  citizens  beyond  Ihe  Rocky 
fore  1  would  undertake  it.     To  make  head  against  a    government,  and  in  maintenance  of  our  just  riglits  as    Mountains  were  to  some    lillle    extent    protected-- 


as  it"does,  ihey  do  noi  want  lo  lake  it  away  from  her.-  !  diversity  of  opinion  exi-led  among  the  senators  who 
The   people  are  jusi.  and   ready  lo  act  on  Jackson's  j  composed  il  on  this  point. 

great  maxim:  iSK  NOTHi.TO  BIT  WHAT  IS  RIGHT— SI  BMir        Mr.  W.  said,  with  respect  to   the  bill   referred  to 

TO  .MoTHi.NG  TU.iT  is  WE  •so.  ihe  conimiUec,  35  Ihe  report  whicli  he  was  instruct- 

Th    people  have  nolhing  but   iheir  country   to  lake  ,  ed  lo  make  slated,  a  majority  of  the  commilleo  were 

care  of;  and  iliey  want  notning  but  riahtand  .jusiice.—  ;  decided  in  the  opinion  lliat  "il  is  not  necessary  or  in 


any  wi 


Politicians  have  iheniBelves  lo  take  eare  of,  and  country 

and  people  are  iubordinale  considerations.     W„8  ever  i  f„;^  ^^  this  session."  Il  w 
the  like  seen  of  ihai  winch  we  have  wioiessed?    A  peo- 
ple led  to  the  verge  of  war  about  a  line  lliai  did   not  ex- 
ist— vvithoui  imsieaders  ever  reading  the  treaty  whicli 

was  suppo-cd   to   e.-iahlish  il!     A    river  of  a   ihousand  ,  '' pro'idi  d    that    the  la 
miles  in  leng'h,  coven  d  wiih  seiiiers  lor  foriy  years  np-    a<  they  now 
on  It,   wnlio.ii   knowins;  sucn   a  river  was  there!     .'\nd 
when  ihe  treaty  and    die  river  was  produced,  and  the 
mistake  sliown,  instead   of  confession  and  repentance 
rese 


provided  by 
lo  lake  the  place  of  thai  law,  ilie  whole  of  our 
citizens  beyond  Ihe  Rocky  Mounlam^  would  be  sub. 
JBCl   to   British    law,  and    Brilish    law   only.     This 
aould  be  the  case  whether  a  new   Irealy  were  for.n- 
ed  between  Ihe  United    Slates  and  Gieal  Britain  or 
iiol.     Whelher  the  country   were  divided  or  not,  Ihe 
expedient  to   pass  said  bill  in  its  present  ;  same  slate  of  the   case    would   exist.     He   desired 
considered  lo  be  wholly  j  therefore,  simply  lo  submit   the  question  to  the  sen- 
impracticable — nay,  be   would    use  a  strong  word,  i  ale,  and  especially  lo  tlie  consideration  of  ihe  intel- 
mpoisiblc — lo  carry  out  the   provisions  of  the  bill. —  i  iigcnt  commiltee    who    were  charged  with  ibis  par- 

'     i-s  of  Ihe  lerrilory  of  loica,  j  Uvular  subject,   whelher   it    was   their   design   that 

ir  as  they  were  applicable,  i  congress  sliould  adjourn  and  leave  Ihe  whole  Ame- 
shoiild  be  extended  "orer  (Ai:  (mi/ori;  c/ f/ir  (7iii(,d  !  i  ican  populalion  between  Ihe  Hoeky  Mountains 
Slates  idtst  of  Ihe  Rocky  Mountains  "  Now,  Oregon  [  and  Ihe  Pacific  Ocean  subjecl  to  Brilisli  law,  and  no 
wa~  about  iliree  thousand  miles   from   /oujn,  and  lor    olhei? 


Mr.  fVcslcolt  observed,  in  answer  to  llie  interroga- 
tories of  Ihe  honorable    senalor  from  Ohio,  that  the 
niittee  did  nol  intend  to  leave  the  citizens  ol  the 


senimeni  and  attack  upon  liim  whoexp  .ses  the  error,  |  ^hree  luonlhs  of  the  year  (in  winter)  there  could  be 
,d  »ave3  the  cou.Miy  irom  sense  ess.  ignorant,  u.jusii-    ,,„,g  communication   between   them.     What  lliese 

l"vi  '^Thv  wili  n'i'te  ariUTdehveranei.  fro  of  d  t    '^^^  °f  l^wa  were,  proposed  to  be  so  extended  over 

people.     1  ny  wui  r<j<'ire  ai  ineir  oeiuerance  irurn  delu   '      .     ,,  '  r     •  ,  ,     ^      ..  i  •-".'■■...*»-».«.«,,«.  .m^^i.u  »v  ,t a .t  mt  ^i u^irna  ui   mc 

.1,;   Ihey    will   sh  .dder  lo   liiink  tliey   have  led  to  the  I  ""« '''^""'"^"""l'')'.  "  "■as    'n.possible^  for  the  com-  ,  y„ij^j  Stales  m    Oregon    subject    to  British  law   as 
irge  of  war  upon  Ihe  mistake  of  a   treat) ,  and  a  blun-    miltee    to  asoerlam   satisfactorily.     The   decision  of  i  ,j,e  honorable  senalor   seemed    to   apprehend  would 
■         ■"  ■■      ■'■        ■■       lhew""''i'''J^';'hela'**  t;'<j'-es™,;tisprcsum 

ed,  was  mlended  by  1  tie  bill  to  be  left  to  the  judge  i  j,,,  c„„„„j,tee,  or  at  least  a  majority  of  ils  mem- 
10  be  appoioleoio  administer  Ihem.      fhisjudge  was  ,  b^,,_  ^„j  „„,  ,  „,^j  „,-^  ^J^,^  ^j,  „,^  ,.,,„|,„f 

to  be  a  judce  ol  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa  and  he  I  ^.^  passing  this  bill  at  Ihis  session,  by  any  means.— 
was  expected  to  travel  Irom  Oregon  lo  attend  its  an-  ,  ,„  ^^,^  ^^,^^  ig^^^  ^j,.  w.  ,^,^  |,^  ^-J.^,  ,;'„l  ^aiisfied 
Dual  sessions,  and  back  again,  besides  doing  the  duly  j  ^^,^^  „,e  u^ush  government  bad  allempled  to  make 
of  local  judge.  |  ^ii.f„s  „j  (/,,,  anited  Stalta  in  Oregon  subject  lo  Bri- 

Mr.  W.  said  be  was  unwilling  lo  adopt  the  whole  j  iish  laws,  or  that  any  act  of  parliamcni  had  ever 
code  of  a  (errilc^j.  (the  most  fugilive  and  jumbled  j  been  passed  with  relerence  lo  that  coui  try  which 
kind  of  lei;islalioii  in  the  world,)  and  place  it  in  this  |  would  jusUfy  such  allempt.  He  had  looked  al  the 
lumping  way  over  the  people  id  Oregon,  and  espe  j  British  laws  relating  lo  Oregon,  and  be  saw  nothing 
ciallj  as  he  was  not  satisfied  they  had  asked  for  or  'in  Ihem  wliicb  authorised  such  conclu->ion.  He  re- 
I  leil  ihe^  people   'here   is^  "j^.f"''''  i'',"f;  ?,!*,!  .'I''^'  *"  I  desired  il.     Nor  was  he  willing  lo  refer  lo  any  judge,  j  pealed  that  ttie  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  m  Ore- 

'" "'■-•" "'■■-        '"    ■  ■"■- -     ^j,   g^^    body   else,   in  Ibis    wholesale    manner,  the  I  gon  had  a  local  government  ot  Iheir  own.     Mr.  W. 

question  ol  the  ap/)itcn(ii(i/!/ of  these  laws.  This  was  I  had  been  iiiformed  that  the  chief  measure  m  hicfi 
a  legislative  question,  and  il  was  fraught  with  dan-  I  they  desired  with  reference  to  a  local  government 
ger  lo  lefer  II  to  a  single  judge.  Fuilher,  the  judge  [  there  wa- some  acknowledgment  by  the  Uniled  Stales 
could  not  do  the  duty  imposed  on  him  by  Ihis  bill —  of  that  Ihey  bad  already  eslablished.  1  hat  Koverii- 
tion,  who  negoiiated  the  treaties  which  gave  us  Louisi- 1  If  the  bill  intended  to  allow  appeals   from   his  deci- |  mcDl,  if  congress  did   uulbing,  would   coniiuue.     It 


verge 

der  in  geography.  And  I  am  ready  to  abide  iheir  judg 
men!  upi-in  inv  eorrec'ion  of  this  niisiake,  and  iheir  per- 
Beverance  in  them  afier  they  «ere  exposed  Tnis  day 
has  been  the  must  humiliating  of  my  senatorial  life.  1 
have  fell  for  ihe  American  senate  when  1  have  seen  a 
nieniber  clinging  to  error,  and  emieavoring  to  ke»  p  llie 
people  in  error,  even  al  ihe  risk  of  war.  b>  endeavoring 
10  do  away  tlie  plant  words  of  a  treniy;  by  garujing  aiiu 
niutdaiam  scraps  ol  speeches  to  depreeiaie  anoiher  se- 
nuUjr — when  ihu  gieat  question  was  one  of  the  peace 
and  honor  of  the  counlri,  in  the  piesence  ol  which  eve 
ry  selfish  ieeling  should  have  stood  abashed  and  re 
buked. 


mm.  from  ihe  sea  to  ihe  mouiiiams.  I  tell  thein  il 
far  as  si. eh  a  line  w  as  ever  proposed  by  ibe  American 
government,  it  was  proposed  as  a  norihern  hue  tor  the 
iiriiisii,  and  iiotas  a  iiorheni  line  lor  ourselves.  I  lell 
iheii  that  49°  was  oH  leil  by  Mr.  JeH",  r3.,n,  by  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  oy  all  die  early  statesmen,  willioul  exeep 
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would  continue  till  expressly  annulled  by  congress. 
It  was  not  set  up  a%  an  independent  gnverninent.  It 
acknowledged  the  authority  of  the  United  States.— 
The  governor,  jud(;e,  legislative  council,  and  all  its 
officers,  and  all  subject  to  it,  were  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates,  md  the  people  there  founded  their 
right  to  ordain  it,  and  make  the  laws  they  had  made, 
on  the  fact  that  they  were  such  citizens.  This  Ore- 
gon government  had  got  along,  he  understood,  pretty 
well.  There  was,  he  thought,  no  great  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  it  this  summer  or  fall.  Next 
winter  congress  can  most  probably  be  able  to  form 
and  establish  a  proper  permanent  territorial  govern- 
ment, with  dcjinite  acknoiotedged  boundaries^  It  would, 
by  that  lime,  be  decided  and  setlliid  whether  the 
whole,  or,  if  not,  what  part  was  acknowledged  by 
Great  Britain  to  belong  to  us. 

Precipitate  legislation  might  involve  the  country 
in  difficulties.  Pass  the  bill  now  before  the  senate 
without  alteration,  and  Us  construclion  by  the  Oregon 
judge,  or  the  federal  executive,  may  cj'eate  troubles 
the  end  of  which  might  be  war.  The  citizens  of 
the  United  Stules  in  Oregon  and  the  British  subjects 
there  are  the  last  people  of  the  earth  to  desire  colli- 
sions   in    relation    to    that  country.     They  now  live 


and,  in  doing  so,  I  shall  endeavor  to  act  upon  the 
maxim,  ask  nothing  but  what  Is  right — submit  to  no- 
thing that  IS  wrong. 

It  is  my  ungracious  ta^k,  in  attempting  to  act 
upon  Ihis  maxim,  to  commence  by  exposing  error 
at  home,  and  end^'avoring  to  clear  up  some  great 
mistakes  under  which  the    public  mind  has  labored. 

It  has  been  assumed  for  two  ye.irs,  and  tile  as- 
sumption has  been  made  the  cause  of  all  the  Oregon 
excitement  in  the  country,  that  we  have  a  dividing 
line  with  Russia,  made  so  by  the  convention  of  1824, 
along  the  parallel  of  fifty-four  degrees  forty  minutes, 
from  the  sea  to  the  Rocky  mountains,  up  to  which 
our  title  is  good-  This  is  a  great  mistake.  No  such 
line  was  ever  established;  and,  so  far  as  proposed 
and  discussed  as  a  northern  British,  and  not  as  a 
northern  American  line.  The  public  treaties  will 
prove  there  is  no  such  line;  documents  will  prove 
that,  so  far  as  fifty-four  lorty,  from  the  sea  to  the 
mountains  was  ever  proposed  as  a  northern  boundary 
for  any  power,  it  was  proposed  by  us  for  the  British, 
and  not  for  ourselves. 

To  make  myself  intelligible  in  what  I  shall  say  on 
this  point,  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  to  the  epoch  of 
the  Russian   convention   of  1824,  and    to   recall  the 


there    peacelully    and    harmoniously  together,  and,  j  recollection  of  the  circumstances  out  of  which  that 


unless  difficulties  were  excited  by  un 
here,  Mr.  W.  said  he  apprehended  none  from  them. 
He  had  been  satisfied  of  this  fact  from  conversation 
with  intelligent  gentlemen  who  had  been  in  Oregon, 
and  were  acquainted  with  the  country  and  its  inha- 
bitants. 

Mr.  .illtn  desired  to  ask  one  question,  which  was, 
whether  it  was  the  design  of  the  committee,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  the  honorable  senator  from  Flo- 
rida, that  the  present  local  officers  within  the  terri- 
tory of  Oregon  should  become,  by  any  legislation  of 
congress,  officers  under  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.? 

iMr.  Weslcotl  said  he  would  endeavor  to  answer  the 
further  interrogatory  of  the  senator  from  Ohio.  He 
could  not  pretend  to  answer  for  every  member  of  the 
committee,  but  he  would  say  tor  himself,  as  an  indi- 
vidual member  of  it,  and  as  senator,  (as  he  had  just 


convention  grew.  The  circumstances  were  these: — 
In  the  year  1821  the  Kniperer  Alexander,  acting 
upon  a  leading  idea  of  Russian  policy  (in  relation 
to  the  north  Pacific  ocean)  from  the  time  of  Peter 
the  Great,  undertook  to  treat  that  ocean  as  a  close 
sea,  anl  to  exercise  municipal  authority  over  a  great 
extent  of  its  shores  and  waters.  In  September  of 
that  year,  the  emperor  issued  a  decree  bottomed 
upon  this  pretension,  assu  ning  exclusive  sovereign- 
ty and  jurisdiction  over  both  shores  of  the  north 
Pacific  Ocean,  and  over  the  high  seas,  in  front  of 
each  coast,  to  the  extent  of  one  hundred  Italian 
miles,  from  Behring's  Straits  down  to  latitude  fifty- 
one,  on  the  American  coast,  and  to  forty-five  on 
the  Asiatic;  and  denouncing  the  penalties  of  confis 
cation  upon  all  ships,  of  whatsoever  nation,  that 
should  approach  the  coasts  within  the  interdicted 
distances.      This    was   a    very    startling   decree- — 


belure  stated,)  if  It  was  decided  to  have  any  further  I  Coming  from  a  feeble  nation,  it  would  have  been 
action  on  this  subject  at  this  session,  he  should  at  j  smiled  at:  coming  from  Russia,  it  gave  uneasiness  to 
the  proper  time  propose  an  amendment    to   this  bill,  i  all  nations. 

adopting  with  some  qualifications,  and  lemporari/y ,  \  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  as  having 
the  local  government  already  eslabUslied  in  O.egon  by  I  (he  largest  commerce  in  the  north  Pacific  Ocean, 
the  citizens  of  the  Unileu  btates  there  with  a  pro  |  ^nd  as  having  large  territorial  claims  on  the  north- 
vision  encouraging  emigration  to  Oregori.  He  j  „,esi  coast  of  America,  were  the  first  to  lake  the 
thought  little  else  of  legislation  was  expedient  or  U|arm  and  to  send  remonstrances  to  St-  Petersburg 
judicious  at  this  session-  Other  members  of  the  against  the  formidable  ukase.  They  found  them- 
committee  difl>:rred  with  him  as  to  this,  bach  had  selves  suddenly  thrown  together,  and  standing  side  by 
his  own  views  and  opinions  OB  this   perplexing  sub-    side  in  this  new  and  portentous  contest  with  Russia. 


ject;  and  he  presumed,  if  the  senate  decided  to  act 
further  on  the  subject  at  this  session,  they  would 
prepare  them. 

Mr-  Jllleti  said,  as  the  senator  has  replied  very 
candidly  to  his  inquiry,  he  would  not  any  farther  cin- 
Bume  the  time  of  the  senate,  but  would  merely  renew 
his  motion. 

MR.  BENTON'S  OREGON  SPEECH. 


ith  Russia 

They  remonstrated  in  concert,  and  here  the  wise 
and  pacific  conduct  of  the  E  nperor  Alexander  dis- 
played itself  in  the  most  prompt  and  honorable  man- 
ner. He  immediately  suspended  the  ukase,  (which, 
in  fact,  had  remained  without  execution,)  and  invit- 
ed the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  to  unite  with 
Russia  in  a  convention  to  settle  amicably  and  in  a 
spirit  of  mutual  convenience  all  the  questions  be- 
tween them,  and  especially  their   respective  territo- 


Mr.  Benloii  then  addressed  the  senate.  Mr.  Presi-  :  "^^  claims  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America.  This 
dent,  (said  he,)  the  bill  before  the  senate  proposes  i  "'^S"ii"i"'Oiis  proposition  was  immediately  met  by 
to  extend  the  sovereijsnty  and  jurisdiction  of  the  i '^e  two  powers  in  a  corresponding  spirit:  and,  the 
United  States  over  all  our  territories  west  of  the  ;  "''^^  tiding '■■"'un'arilj  relinquished  by  the  emperor, 
Rocky  Mijuntai:,s,  without  saying  «hat  is  the  extent  i  a  convention  was  quickly  signed  by  Ru^^la  with  each 
and  what  are  the  limits  of  this  territory.  This  is  I  P"**''^'".  settling,  so  far  as  Russia  was  concerned,  with 
wrong,  ill  my  opinion.  We  ought  to  define  the  li- '  ^^'^''-^a"  "leir  territorial  claims  in  northwest  Ameri- 
inits  within  which  our  agents  are  to  do  such  acts  as  |  <=^-  '''^'^  Einperor  Alexander  had  proposed  that  it 
this  bill  contemplates,  other"  ise  we  commit  to  them  )  should  be  a  joint  conveiiiion  of  the  three  powers — a 
the  solution  ol  questions  which  we  find  too  hard  fori  bipartite  convention  settling  the  claims  of  each  and 
ourselves.  This  indefinite  extension  of  authority,  in  !  "'  all  at  the  same  time;  and,  if  this  wise  suggestion 
a  case  which  requires  the  utmost  precision,  forces  j  ''^<^  t'^e"  followed,  all  the  subsequent  and  all  the 
me  to  speak,  and  to  give  -my  opinion  of  the  true  I  Present  difficulties  between  the  United  Stales  and 
extent  of  our  territories  beyond  the  Rocky  . Mono- j  (Jrea' IJritain  with  respect  to  this  territory  would 
tains.  I  have  delayed  doing  this  during  tlio  whole  |  have  been  entirely  avoided.  But  it  was  not  fol- 
session,  not  from  any  desire  to  conceal  my  opinions,  j  lowed:  an  act  of  our  own  prevented  it.  After  Great 
(which,  in  iact,  were  told  to  all  that  asked  for  them,)  J  f^ii^ain  had  consented,  the  non-colonization  prin- 
bul  because  1  thought  it  the  business  ot  negotiation,  eiple — the  principle  of  non-colonizjtion  in  Ame- 
not  of  legislation,  to  settle  these  boundaries.  I  I  '  lea  by  any  European  power — was  promulgated  by 
walled  for  negotiation:  but  negotiation  lags  while  |  <"""  governmenl,  and  for  that  reason  Great  Britain 
events  go  lorwurd;  and  now  we  are  in  the  process  cliosc  to  treat  separately  wilh  each  power,  and  so  il 
of  acting  upon  measures  upon  the  adoptiun  of  which  i  '""S  done. 


il  may  no  longer  be  in  the  power  either  of  negutii 
tion  or  of  legislation  to  control  the  events  to 


Great  Britain  and  the  United  Stat'js  treated  sepa- 
rately with  Russia,  and    with  each  other;  and  each 


they  may  give  rise.  The  bill  before  us  is  without  1  came  to  agreements  with  Russia,  but  to  none  among 
definition  of  the  territory  tube  occupied.  And  themselves.  The  agreements  with  Russia  were  con 
why  this  vaguc:iie3s  in  a  case  requiring  the  utmost ,  laiiicd  in  two  conventions,  signed  nearly  at  the  same 
precision?  Why  not  define  the  boundaiies  of  these  lime,  and  nearly  in  the  same  words,  limiting  the  tcr- 
territorics?     Precisely  because  we  do  not  know  Ihem! !  ritorial  claim  of  Russia  lo  54°  40',  confining  her  lo 


And  Ibis  presents  u  case  which  requires  me  lo  wait 
no  longer  lor  negotiation,  but  to  come  forward  with 
my  own  opinions,  and  lo  do  what  1  can  to  prevent 
the  evils  of  vague  and  indifinite  legislation.  My  ob- 
ject will  be  to  show,  if  1  can,  tlie  true  extent  and 
iialure  of  our  territorial  claims  beyond  Ihe  Roiky 
Mountains,  with  a  view  of  just  and   wise  decisions; 


the  coasl  and  islands,  and  leaving  the  continent,  out 
to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  lo  be  divided  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Great  Britain  by  an  agreement 
between  themselves.  The  einperor  finished  up  his 
own  business,  and  quit  the  concern.  In  fact,  it 
would  bcom,  from  the  promptitude,  moderation,  and 
lairuesi  wiUi  which  he  adjusted  all  dillerences  liolb 


with  Ihe  United  S'ates  and  Gre  a  Britain,  that  his 
orly  object  in  issuin.;  the  alar  ning  ukase  of  1821  was 
to  bring  those  powers  to  a  seitlt-menl,  acting  upon 
Ihe  liomf  ly,  but  vise  maxim,  that  short  settlements 
make  long  friends 

These  are  ihe  circumstances  out  o(  which  tha 
British  and  A'nerican  conventions  grt;.v  with  Russia 
in  the  years  1824-'25  They  are  public  treaties, 
open  to  all  neru^al.  an  I  eminently  worlhy  of  being 
read.  I  will  read  the  third  article  of  each — the  one 
which  applies  to  boundaries — and  which  will  confirm 
all  that  I  hive  siid-  The  articli;  in  the  convention 
with  Ihe  United  Sates  is  in  these  words: 

"Art-  3  It  is  moreover  agreed,  that,  hereafter, 
there  shill  not  tie  firmed,  bv  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Stal.'S,  or  under  the  auth  ;rity  of  said  states, 
any  establishment  upon  the  north  a'est  coast  of  Ame- 
rica, nor  in  ariy  of  the  islands  adjacent,  lo  the  nortk 
o(  fifty  four  degrees  and/oj7y  minn/es  of  north  latitude; 
ami  ttial,  in  the  same  manner,  there  shall  be  none 
formed  by  Russian  suiijects,  or  under  the  authority 
of  Russia,  south  of  the  same  parallel-" 

This  IS  the  article  which  governs  the  Amerlc-in 
boundary  with  Russia,  confined  by  its  precise  terms 
to  the  islands  and  coasts,  and  having  no  manner  of 
relation  to  the  continent.  The  article  in  the  British 
convention  with  Russia,  governing  her  boundary,  is 
in  the  same  words,  so  far  as  the  limit  is  concerned, 
and  only  more  explicit  with  respect  to  the  continent. 
Like  our  own,  it  is  the  third  article  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  is  in  these  word^: 

"Art-  3.  Tlie  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
possessions  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  upon  the 
coast  of  the  continent,  and  the  islands  of  America,  to 
the  northvvest,  shall  be  drawn  in  the  manner  follow- 
ing: Commencing  from  the  southermost  point  of  the 
island  called  Prince  of  Wales  island,  which  point 
lies  in  the  parallel  of  54  degrees  4U  minutes  north 
latitude,  and  between  the  131st  and  133d  degree  of 
west  longitude,  (meridian  of  Greenwich,)  the  said 
line  shall  ascend  to  the  north  along  the  channel  call- 
ed Portland  Canal,  as  far  as  the  point  ol  the  conti- 
nent, where  it  strikes  the  56'h  decree  of  north  lati- 
tude. From  this  last  mentioned  point,  to  the  point 
of  intersection  of  Ihe  141st  degree  of  west  longi- 
tude, will  prove  to  be  at  the  distance  of  more  than 
(en  marine  leagues  from  the  ocean.  The  limit  be- 
tween the  British  possessions  and  the  line  of  coast 
which  is  to  belong  to  Russia,  as  above  mentioned, 
shall  be  formed  by  a  line  parallel  to  the  windings  of 
the  coast,  and  which  shall  never  exceed  the  distance 
of  ten  marine  lejgues  therefrom.  And  the  line  of 
demarcation  shall  fotlovv  the  summit  of  the  moun- 
tains situated  parallel  to  the  coast  as  far  as  the  point 
of  intersection  ol  the  14l3t  degree  of  west  longitude, 
(of  the  same  meridian;;  and,  finally,  fro  n  the  said 
point  of  intersection,  the  said  meridian  line  of  the 
141st  degree,  in  its  prolongation  as  far  as  Ihe  Frozen 
Ocean,  shall  form  the  limit  bemreen  the  Russian  and 
British  possessions  on  the  continent  of  ."Vinerica  to  the 
northwest." 

These  are  the  proofs,  these  the  conventions  whicli 
established  limits  on  the  northwestcoast  of  America 
between  the  United  Slates  and  Russia  in  1824,  and 
between  Great  Britain  and  R'lssia  in  1825.  Tney 
are  identical  in  object  and  nearly  in  terms;  they 
grow  out  of  the  same  difficulties  and  terminate  in 
the  same  way.  By  each  the  Russian  claim  il  con- 
fined to  the  coast  and  the  islands;  by  each  tha  tame 
limit  is  given  both  lo  the  United  Stales  and  Great 
Britain;  and  that  limit  was  fixed  at  the  south  end  of 
an  island,  to  the  latitude  of  which  (supposed  to  be 
in  55°,  but  found  lo  be  in  54"  40')  the  Emperor 
Paul  had  granted  the  privileges  of  trade  to  the  Rus- 
sian American  Fur  Company.  It  was  a  limit  wholly 
in  the  water,  not  at  all  on  the  land.  The  .\merican 
line  never  touches  land,  the  British  only  reaches  it 
by  going  nortii  through  Portland  canal  to  56°,  and 
thence  to  pursue  the  coast  at  ten  leagues  from  it 
nortliwardly  to  61°,  and  the  ice  due  north  to  the 
Frozen  Ocean;  leaving  to  the  Russians  only  the  pro- 
jecting part  of  the  continent  which  approaches  Asia, 
and  iiarro,\s  the  ocean  into  the  strait  which  Behring 
found,  and  which  bears  his  name.  This  is  the  Russian 
line  on  the  continent  with  Great  Britain;  the  United 
Slates  have  no  continental  line  either  with  Russia  or 
Great  Britain. 

I  have  shown  you  the  limits  established  with  Rus- 
sia in  1824;  1  have  produce  I  the  treaties  which  es- 
tablished them;  and  here  also  is  a  map  which  illus- 
trates them,  and  shows  etery  thing  precisely  as  I 
have  read  it  Irom  the  treaties. 

It  IS  the  map  of  Mr.  Greeiihow,  a  clerk  in  the  de- 
partment ol  stale,  who,  so  long  as  he  confines  him- 
self to  the  business  of  copying  maps  and  voyages, 
does  very  well;  but  when  ho  goes  to  issuing  opinions 
upon  national  subjects,  and  setting  the  world  right 
about  the  execution  or  non-execution  of  a  great 
tieaty,  as  that  the  line  of  forty  nine  was  never  es- 
tiiblished  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht— when  he  goon 
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forty,  the  northern   boundary  of  Great  Britain;  and  |  mention  these  diOerenees   of  title  a«  '"lets  too   well 


at  this  work,  the  Lord  deliver  us  from  the  humbug! 
But  here  is  the  mnp,  with  the  line«  all  right  upon 
it,  drawn  in  tin'  ■.  'or  and  along  the  coast  accord- 
ing to  the  treaties.  Firit,  a  few  dots  in  the  water 
at  the  end  of  Prince  Wales  island,  in  latitude  54° 
40';  then  a  doited  line  up  north,  through  the  middle 
of  Portland  canal,  to  latitude  56;  then  northwest- 
wardly  aloiig   the  coast,  and   ten   leagues  from  it,    -^...^ — -.    — , , □     „     .  .  -  ai,    .  ■  i„„ 

to  61°;  and  then  north    lo   the   Frozen  Ocean.     No    induce  strong  objections  on  his  side,  though  he  pro- 1  parate  consideration  and  jiidgment.    I  hai  co.isidera- 
-    iky  Mountains; '  fessed  to  speak   only  from    his  first   impressions.     It    ton  will   be  given  at  the  proper  place;   at  present  1 


here  is  her  answer  to  that  proposition.  It  is  the  next 
parajraph  in  the  same  despatch  from  Mr.  Rush  to 
Mr.  Adams: 

"iMr.  Canning  expressed  no  opinion  on  any  of  these 
points;  but   his   inquiries  and    remarks,  under   that 


known  to  require  documents  to  pr.ivu  them;  a  I  the 
bare  statement  should  be  sufficient  to  explode  the 
dogma  of  the  unity  and  indivisibility  of  the  Oregon 
title.  It  is  not  "ail  one  tilled'  It  is  not  good  "for  all 
or  none."     It  is  not  a  unity.     There  arc  breaks  in  it; 


which  proposes  lo  confine   the   British  settlements    and  these  breaks  are  sufEciently  large  to  cover  largo 
between  51    and   55,  were  evidently   ol  a  nature  to    geographical  divisions  of  the  country,  and  require  se- 


line  at  all  along  54''  40'    lo   the   Rocky 

and    thai   is   right,  for   the   treaties   never   put  one 

there. 

And  here  is  another  map  which  illustrates  error, 
and  shows  you  a  line  on  paper  where  there  is  none 
dn  earlh,  and  of  which  the  senate  lias  ordered  ten 
thousand  extra  copies  to   be  printed  for  the  instruc- 


more  proper,  I  should  say,  that  his  objections  were 
directed  lo  our  proposal  of  not  lelliiig  Great  Britain 
go  above  55  north  with  her  spiilements,  while  we 
allow  Russia  lo  come  down  lolhat  line  with  hers. — 
In  treating  of  this  coa<.t,  he  hiid  supposed  IhnI  Great 
Britain  had  her  northern  que-lion  .\  ith  Russia,  as 
her  southern  with  the  United  St.iles.     He  could  see 


has  marked  it  strong  on  the  map,  that  no  one  may 
overlook  it.  In  all  this  there  is  but  one  fault,  and 
that  is,  that  there  is  no  such  thing — no  such  line  upon 
earth!  never  was,  and  never  can  be,  by  any  principle 
recognised  at  the  time  that  the  Russian  convention 
of  J824  was  made. 

Well,  there  is  no  such  line;  and  that  would  seem 
to  be  enough  to  quiet  the  excitement  which  has  been 
got  up  about  it.  But  there  is  more  to  come.  I  sat 
out  with  sa)  ing   that,  although    this  fifty-four  forty 


went 

This  was  her  answer,  refusing  to  take,  in  1P23,  as 
a  northern  boundiiry,  coming  south  for  quantity, 
what  is  now  prescribed  to  her,  at  the  peril  of  war, 
for  a  southern  boundary,  with  nothing  north! — (or, 
although  the  fact  happens  to  he  that  Russia  is  not 
there,  bounding  us  on  the  north,  yet  that  makes  no 
difference  in  the  philosophy  of  our  fifty-four  lorties, 
who  believe  it  to  be  so;  and,  on  thai  belief,  are  rea- 
dy to  fight.  Their  notion  is,  that  we  go  jam  up  to 
54"^  40\  and    the    Russians    come   jam   down  In  the 


was  never  established  as  a  northern  boundary  for  the  I  ggn,g  leaving  no  place  for  the  British  lion  to  put 
United  States,  yet  it  was  proposed  to  be  established  j  i^,„n  a  paw,  although  that  paw  should  be  no  bigger 
as  a  northern  boundary,  not  for  us,  but  for  Great  i  ,||an  the  sole  of  the  dove's  foot  which  sought  a  rest- 
Britain— and  that  proposal  was   made   to  Great  Bri- 1  jp,  pig^e  from  Noah's   ark      This  must   seem  a  lit- 


tain  by  ourselves.  This  must  sound  like  a  slraiigi 
statement  in  the  ears  of  the  fifty- four  forties,  but  it 
is  no  more  strange  than  true;  and,  after  stating  the 
facts,  I  mean  to  prove  them.  The  plan  of  the 
Cnited  Stales  at  that  time  was  this:  That  each  of 
the  three  powers  (Great  Britain,  Russia,  and  the 
United  Slates)  having  claims  on  the  northwest  coast 
of  America  should  divide  the  country  between  them, 
each  taking  a  thud.  In  this  plan  of  parlilion  each 
was  to  receive  a  share  of  the  continent  from  the 
Sea  to  Ihe  Rui  ky  Mountains,  Russia  taking  the 
northern  slice,  the  United  Slates  the  southern,  and 
Great  Britain  the  centre,  with  fifty  four  forty  fir 
her  northern  boundary  and  forly-nine  for  her  south- 
ern. The  document  Irom  which  I  now  read  will  say 
fifty  one;  bul  that  was  the  first  otfer,  forty  nine  was 
the  real  one,  as  1  will  hereafter  show.  This  was 
our  plan.  The  moderation  ot  Russia  defeated  it. — 
That  power  had  no  settlement  on  that  part  of  the 
continent,  and  rejected  the  ccinliiientat  share  which  | 
we  offered  her.  She  limited  herself  to  the  coasts 
and  islands,  where  she  had  selllenients;  and  left 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Stales  to  share  Ihe 
continent  between  theniseives.  Bul  bef  ire  this  was 
known  we  had  proposed  to  her  fifl)-four  forty  for 
the  Russian  souihern  boundary,  and  to  Great  Bri 
tain  the  same  fur  her  northern  boundary,  i  say, 
filty-four  forlv;  for,  although  the  word  in  Itie  propo- 
sition was  fifty  file,  yet  it  .\  as  on  tlie  pi  inciple  which 
gave    fifty  lour    lorty — na:nely.    running    from 


lie  strange  to  British  statesmen  who  do  not  gro 
so  fast  as  to  leave  all  knowledge  behind  them. — 
They  remember  that  Mr.  Monroe  and  his  cabinet— 
the  president  and  cabinet  who  acquired  the  Spanish 
title  under  nhich  we  now  propose  to  queeze  them 
out  of  the  continent — actually  offered  Iheni  six  de- 
grees of  latitude  in  that  very  place;  and  they  will 
certainly  want  reasons  for  this  so  much  compression 
now,  where  we  offered  them  "o  much  expansion 
then.  These'reasons  cannot  be  given.  There  is  no 
boundary  at  54'^  40';  and  so  far  as  we  proposed  to 
make  il  one,  it  was  for  the  British,  and  not  for  our- 
selves; and  so  ends  this  re  loublable  line,  up  to  which 
all  true  patriots  were  lo  march!  and  marching,  fight! 
and  fiihting,  die!  if  need  be!  singing  all  the  while, 
with  Horace — 

"DiUce  et  decorvm  est  jiro  jxjiria  mori." 
Stoeel  and  decenlit  is  to  die  for  one's  countrtj. 
And  this  is   the  end  of  that  great  line!  all  gone- 
vanished — evaporated  into   thin   air — and    the  place 
where  it  was,  not  to    be  found.     Oh!   mountain  that 


limit  myself  to  the  correction  of  Ihe  error,  so  widely 
spead  over  the  public  mind,  that  the  Oregon  lillu  is 
all  one  title,  from  42°  to  54°  40.' 

I  come  to  Ihe  line  of  Utrecht,  the  existence  of 
which  is  denied  iip'Mi  this  floor  by  senators  whosa  fate 
it  seems  to  he  to  a'<sert  the  exi>leiii-e  of  a  line  tliat  is 
not,  and  deny  the  existence  of  one  that  is.  A  clerk 
in  the  department  of  slate  has  compile. I  a  volume  of 
vovages  and  of  treaties,  and,  undertaking  lo  set  the 
world  right,  has  denied  that  commi«saries  ever  met 
under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  and  fixed  boundaries  be- 
tween the  British  northern  and  French  Cjuadian 
possessions  in  North  America.  That  dennl  has  been 
produced  and  accreililed  on  this  floor  by  a  senator  in 
his  place,  (Mr.  Cass);  and  this  production  of  a  blun- 
dering book,  with  this  senatorial  endorsement  of  its 
assertion,  lays  me  under  the  necessity  of  correcting 
a  third  error  which  the  "fiflyfour  forties"  hung  lo 
r  bosom,  and  the  correction  of  which  becomes 
necessary  for  tlie  vindication  of  history,  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  political  right,  and  the  protection  of 
the  senate  from  the  suspicion  of  ignoraiice- 

I  affirm  that  the  line  was  established;  that  the 
commissioners  met,  and  did  their  work;  and  that 
what  thev  did  has  been  acq  liesced  in  by  all  the 
Powers  interested  from  Ihe  year  1713  down  to  Iha 
present  time.  This  is  my  affirmation;  and,  in  sup- 
port of  il,  and  without  repealing  any  thing  said  here- 
tofore, I~  shall  produce  some  new  proofs,  and  lake 
some  new  positions,  the  first  of  which  is,  that  ihn 
line  was  enforced  by  us,  (without  any  thing  else  but 
Ihe  treaty  of  Utrecht  lo  sland  upon),  for  fifteen  years 
—from  1803  lo  1818— as  Ihe  northern  boundary  line 
of  Louisiana,  and  submitled  lo  as  such  by  the  British 
government;  and  British  traders  thereby  kept  out  of 
our  territories  west  ofthe  Mississippi,  while  our  own 
treaties  let  them  into  our  territories  on  this  side  of 
the  river.  In  a  word,  I  will  show  that  this  treaty  of 
Utrecht  saved  us  from  a  calamity  for  fifteen  years, 
in  our  new  territory  of  Louisiana,  acquired  from 
France,  which  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  and  Mr. 
Jay's  treaty  of  1784,  exposed  us  lo  in  our  old  territo- 
ries of  the  U.  States,  conquereil  for  us  by  our  fathers 
in  the  war  of  the  revolution.  This  is  my  first  position, 
and  this  is  the  case  which  su-tains  it. 

In  the  year  1803  the  U'nited  Slates  acquired  Loui- 
siana, and  with  it  became  a  party  to  all  the  treaties 
which  concerned  Ihe  boundaries  of  that  province. — 


was"  d'eilvered  of  a  mouse,  thy  n,me  shall  henceforth  The  treaty  of  Utrecht  ^^?°"Y\'^^l^''.^Xel!'L^ti' 
be  fifty-four  forty!  And  ihus,  Mr.  President,  I  trust :  "ll''i  »/_  f^f^J  ^.'J''..°::!.lO'Ll.l':l^?  '  «L.  .'.,,  Llj 
1  have  exploded  one  of  the   errors    into    which    Ihe  , 


public  mind  has  been  led,  anil  which  it  is  necessary 
lo  get  rid  of  before  we  can  find  the  right  place  for 
our  Oregon  boundaries. 

I  proceed  lo  another  of  the  same  fa  nily — the  dog- 
ma of  the  unily  and  indivisibilily  of  the  Oregon  title, 


Bouih  end  of  Piince  ol   Wales  Island,  supposed  to  he  '  and  its  resulting  corollary  of  all   or  none.     It  is  as- 
in  filly-five,  liut  found  to   have  a  point  lo  it  running  j  sumed  by  the  "friends  nf  Oregon"   to  he  all  one  title 


down  to  fifty-four  forty.  We  proposed  this  to  Great 
Britain.  She  refused  it,  saying  slie  would  eslabli.-h 
her  northern  boundary  witli  Russia,  who  was  on  her 
north,  and  not  ^^ith  the  United  Slates,  who  was  on 
her  south-  This  seemed  reasonable;  and  the  United 
States  then,  and  not  until   then,  relinquished  the  bu 


and  governing  its  northern  boundary.     Sp-jnish  con- 
nivance and  weakness  had  suffered  British  traders  to 
invade    Ihe  northern  flank  of  Louisiana,  from    Ihe 
Lake  ol  Ihe  Woods  to  the  head  waters  ofthe  Missouri 
river;  and  on  our  acqiisilion  of   Ihat  proviiico    we 
find   these  traders  in  the  actual  nosse.ssioii  of  the  In- 
,tian    trade  throughoul  all  that   extensive  region. — 
These  traders  were  doing  immense    mischief  among 
our  Indians  on  this  side  of  Ihe  Mississippi,  by  poison- 
ing their  minds  and  preparing  them  for  war  against 
I  the  United    States.     The    treaty  of  peace  and    Mr. 
....       .      i  Jav's  treaty,  under  the  delusive  idea  of   reciprocity, 
Well,  Ibis  may  be  brave  and  palriotic,  but  is  it  wise  ^^^^^^  ^,^j^  privile-'C  of   trade  in  the  old  lerrito- 

and  true?     And  can  we,  with  clear  consciences,  and    ^..^^  ^^  ,^g  Vnned  Stales.     Esperience  of  its  evil  ef- 


all  the  way  from  42°  up  to  54°  40^- no  break  in 
il;  and,  consequently,  "all  or  none"  is  the  only  logi- 
cal solution    which    our    claim    to  it    can  receive. — 


without    regard    to    consequences,   pass  a  law    upon 


siness  of  pressing  filty-four  forty  upon  Greal  Britain  |  that  principle,  and  send  our  agents  there  to  execute 
for  her  northern  boundary.  The  proof  is  in  the  ex-  i  ii.'  These  are  the  queslimis  which  present  ihem- 
eculive  documents.  Here  it  is — a  despatch  from  Mr.  selves  to  my  mind,  and  in  answering  which  I  wish  to 
Rush,  our  minister  in  London,  to  Mr.  Adams,  secre-  keep  before  ray  eyes  the  first  half  of  Ihe  great  maxim 
tary  of  slate,  dalcd,  December  19,  1823:  —asfc  nol/iiii' 6u(  ic/ia/ is  right.     I  answer,  then,  that 

"J  at  once  unfolded  lo  him  (Mr.  Canning)  the  pro-  It  is  not  true  that  our  lille  lo  what  is  called  all  Ore 
posals  of  my  goveriunenl,  «  hirh  were:  1.  That,  as  gon  is  not  one,  but  several;  that  il  consists  of  parts, 
regarded  ihe  country  lying  between  the  Stony  Moun- 1  and  is  good  for  pari,  and  bad  for  pari;  and  that  no 
tains  and  the  Pscific  Ocean,  Great  Britain,  the  Unit-  [  thing  just  or  wise  can  be  determined  in  relation  lo 
ed  States,  and  Russia  should  jointly  enter  inlo  a  |  it  without  separating  tiiese  parts  mto  their  proper 
convention,  similar  in  its  nature  to   the   ihird  article    divisions,  and   giving   lo   each  division  the  separate 


of  the  convention  ol  the  20tli  of  Oc  tober,  1818,  no 
existing  between  tlie  two  foimer  powers,  by  which 
the  whole  of  iliat  country  westward  of  the  Stony 
IVlountains,  and  all  its  waters,  would  be  free  and 
open  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  three  pow- 
ers as  long  as  ihe  joint  convention  remained  in  force. 
This,  my  governuienl  proposed,  should  be  for  the 
term  of  ten  years.  2.  That  ihe  United  States  were 
williog  to  stipulate  to  make  no  seltlements  north 
of  the  51st  degree  of  north  latitude  on  that  coast 
proTided  Great  Britain  stipulated  lo  make  none  south 
of  51  or  north  of  55,  and  Russia  to  make  none  south 
of  55." 

Here  is  the  offer,  in  the   most  explicit   terms,  in 
1823,  to  make  fifty-five,  which  was  in  fact,  fifty-four 


consideration  and  judgment  which  belongs  to  it 
Thus  ihe  lille  lo  the  Columbia  river  and  ils  valley 
was  complete  before  the  claim  lo  Frazer's  river  and 
its  valley  began;  and  Ihe  claim  to  Ihe  islands  and 
coasts  upon  a  different  stale  of  facts,  and  a  different 
principle  of  national  law,  from  that  which  applies  lo 
the  continent. 

The  title  to  Ihe  Columbia  river  and  ils  valley  res  .s 
upon  discovery  and  setllement,  and  was  complete 
before  our  acquisition  to  the  Spanish  lille  in  1819 
The  claim  to  Frazer's  river  and  ils  valley,  and  in 
the  coasts  and  Islands  in  front  of  it,  began  in  1819. 
and  rests  upon  the  discoveries  of  Spanish  navigators, 
and  of  these  discoveries,  the  island  and  the  continent 


feels  had  laughl  a  lesson  of  wisdom;  ami,  while  vain- 
ly striving  lo  get  rid  of  the  treaty  stipulations  which 
admitted  these  Indians  on  this  side  of  Ihe  .Mississippi 
river,  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  was  eagerly  seized  upon 
to  expel  Ihein  from  the  olher.  iMr.  Greenhow's 
compilation  was  not  published  at  that  lime,  and  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  his  cabinel,  proceeding  to  the  lights  of 
their  liule  farthing  candles,  in  the  absence  of  that 
vasi  luminary,  jusl  look  the  line  of  forty  nine  as  tne 
noi-lhern  boundary  of  Loui-iaiia,  and  drove  all  the 
British  traders  to  the  north  of  that  line. 

These  traders  complained  loudly  and  appealed  10 
their  government;  bul  the  British  ministry,  just  as 
much  in  the  dark  as  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  cabinet, 
refused  to  take  otiicial  notice  of  the  complaint,  only 
presented  il  unoSicially  to  the  U-  .Stales  ininislers  in 
London,  and  asked  as  a  favor,  not  as  a  right,  Ihe  pri- 
vilege of  trading  in  Louisiana  south  ol  49°.  Ol  course 
ihis  favor  was  not  granted;  and  thus  Briiish  traders 
were  excluded  from  Louisiana  by  the  treaty  of  Utre- 
cht, while  admitted  inlo  the  old  northwest  territory 
of  the  union  by  virtue  of  our  treaties  with  Great 
Britain.  The  treaty  of  Utrecht  did  for  us  what 
our  own  treaties  did  nul.  And  this  was  Ihe  case 
rom    the   year   lc(l)3,  Ihe  year  of   the  acquisition  of 


ana  01  inese  uiscoveries,  wie  isiaiiu  aiiu  Luo  >-"......-...    - — ;  j         ,    ,0,0    .1,'  „r  „n.„.i,„M,>a  ihn 

have  very  different  degrees  ol  evidence  10  exhibit.   1 1  Louisiana,   until    1618,  the  year  of  concluding  the 
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■  S!  >'iI;irJ'. 


convention    with  Gresl  Brifin    «-h>eh  3'!or<-ed   t^"!     Th!,  U  mij' 

ine    of  Utrecli'  ns  fr.r  ^^    ''.•   R'-kv   .!]•  ■Mia'....— |  fao'j.iJ.irv,  im.I 

Th.ni    frr  tli-  fust  (ime,  Ihs  nnrlhem  lint  of  L'iiii«-i  he  ex.'lmleil  B 

iai.a  «a"  asn-ed  up.n  in  a   ire.Hy   between  the  U.  ,  it  by  y„l„e  of 

Slates  and  Greit  Britain.     That  convention  was  an  I  minister  in  that  ci.iy  rirl 

act  of  supererogation,  so  far  as  it  folio 

of  Utrecht  '     ' 


■  :t  ofihi'  n-ir'h»r-i  I  the  Einpi-an  in-.vers       ft  i'  rnrtm-ihirh  illinlr.iled 

ih'^  liii.?  f  1)  11    v'iich  an  1  Oy  wtiin'i  i  hy  Ihe  stifiiiJaiioMH  of  their  most  nnporlant    treaties 

ih  traders  fro'ii  L  inisiana.     He  did    cocjcernin<  those  possessions,  and  Ih^,  pvaclire  under 

le    line  of   Uireclit;   and   no  British    Ihein,  viz    the  treaty  of  Utrecht  in  !713,  and  that  of 

iir  ivoiild  deny  its  existence,  ;  Pans  in  1763       In  confirmity    with  ths  tenth  article 

d  the  line  i  or  impu;;n  its  validity.     Fjords  Holland  and  Aukland,  j  of  the  first  mentioned  treaty,  the    bnundarv  hetweeo 

^^ 3i,°act  of  deep  injury  so  far  as  it  stop- 1  to  whom  the  complaint  of   the  Cana  liaii   merchants   Canada  ami  Louisiana  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Hnd- 

•led  it  The  line  of  49°  was  just  as  well  established  !  was  made,  refused  to  nresent  it  olficially  to  our  min- 1  son's  Bay  and  Northwest  Companies  on  the  other, 
and  inst  as  wll  respected  and  observed  from  the  !  isters.  They  do  not,  in  fact,  appear  to  have  spoken  (  was  established  by  com  nissaries,  by  aline  to  corn- 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Rockv  Mountains  before  ,  a  *ord  on  the  subject,  or  done  any  tiling  more  than  j  mence  at  a  cape  or  promontory  on  the  ocean,  in  SS"* 
the  convention  as  after  it.  Nay,  more;  it  was  the  ,  present  their  memorial  to  our  ministers.  Certain  it  j  31'  north  latitude;  to  run  thence,  soulhwestwardly,  to 
understood  line  beyond    those  mountains  to  the  sea, ;  is,  the  complaint  remained  without  redress.  1  latitude  49  n'.rih    from  the  erjuator;   and   alon<  that 

and  would  itself  have  settled  the  Oregon  question, '  But  the  elforU  of  the  British  fur  traders  did  not  i  ''"^  indefinitely  westwaid.  Sin.-e  that  time,  no  at- 
and  settled  it  wisely  and  beneficially  if  it  had  only  stop  ai  , hi,  repulse.  The  next  year  the  earl  of  Sel- i  f«'"P' ''as  been  made  to  extend  the  imits  of  Louis- 
been  permitted  to  remain  unmutilated.  kii  k,  head    of  the  Hudson    Bay   Company,  went  to  1  '^''^  "^  Canada  to  the  norlli  of  that  line,  or  of  those 

_  »T  .-       .1  f  I  ii.wl  ,n  In  rpnpiv    Iho  cnmnl  .inis  of    lli-i     for    1  rjders  I  """"P^'-'SS  to  the  SOlll/l    of    It,  by  purchase,  COIiqueSt, 

This  is  the  case.     Now  for  the  proof.  /         ,  ^    ,         ,   ■      T.  ,  or  erants  from  the  Ind.»n,  "  >        t        • 

1  read  extracts  from  an    unofDcial  communication  j  in  a  more  formal  manner,  and  to  claim  their  reslora-    "'  graiiis  iiom  me  ina 

made  by  the   British   ministers,  in   1S06,  to   Messrs.  j  tion  to  the  privileges  of  trade  within   the   limits  of 

Monroe  and  Pinkney,  our   minister  at  that  time    in  ,  Louisiana.     That  gentleman,  as  head  of  the  Hudson 

London   and  hy  them  communicated  to  our  own  go- :  Bay   Company— as   founder   of   the  colony  on  Lake 

vernmerit      It  is  the  substance  of  the  complaints  of  j  Winipec— as  the  person  most  injured  by  the  exclu- 

Ihe  Canada  meichants  against  the  governorof  Louis- I  sion    of   British    traders    from  L  niisiana— ought    to 

iana  for  excluding  ihe.n  from  that  province,  and  their  [  know  something  of  his  own  rights  and  wrongs;  and 

application  to  the  British  government  to  be  restored  l  in  bringing  these  before  the  Britiih  ministry  for   re- 

to  it     The  whole  paper  is  in  our  state  papers  of  that  1  dress,  ought  to  be  suppr  -    '  '' 

period,  and  may  there  be  read  at  length  by  any  one  j  l^y  as  truth  and  justice  - 

desires  it: 

"Extra  official  commimication  with 

7}ada  (riiiit."     December  31,  1S06 

"'""  '  1  IT   11     J  I  "^"y  "'   exisience,  ii    u   couio   ot 

"A  memorial  has  been  presented  to  Lord  Holland  !  contrary,  he  admits  the  fact  of  for 

and  Lord  Aukland,  on  the  part  of  the  Canada  mer- 1  ^^^^  argues   against   pre 

chants,  setting  forth  a  variety  of  injuries  which  they  '  applicability.     His  argument  is, /irs(,  that  the  treaty 

comphiin  of  having  sustained   from  the  government'  ^f  u,recht  ivas  not  revived  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 

and  servants  of  the  United   States,  and   praying  that    ^(  ,g,,,.  g,,,,^  therefore,  that  it  was  abrogated  by  war; 

their  complaints  may  be  alt  nded  to,  and  redress  ob-    .j^j   j.j,j.g,,j,y_  ^,3^    (l^g    1^,,^   occupation    of  the    Si. 

tamed  lor  them  in  the  discussions  which  are  at  pre-    pgi^r's  nver,  and  of  the  iMissouri  above  the  Mandan 


I  not  strongly 


I  stron- 
o;  but 


This  is  what  Messrs.  M  mroe  and  Charles  Pinckney 
said  to  D)n  Pedro  Cevallns— a  minister  who  must  be 
supposed  to  be  as  well  acquainted  with  the  treaties 
which  settled  the  bounilarie=  of  the  late  Spanish 
province  of  Louisiana  as  we  are  with  the  treaties 
which  settle  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States. — 
The  line  of  Utrecht,  and  in  the  very  words  which 
carry  it  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Pacifio 
ocean,  and  which  confine  the    British   to    the   north, 


d  to  state  ins  case  as 
ould  allow.    He  doe 
h  to    d'ny   the    fact  of  the  line  of  i  an.l  the  French  and  Spanish  to  the  south  of  that  line, 


J  .     .t.  /I       49°  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.     That  line  was  do-    are  quoted  t.)  Mr.  Cev alios  as  a  fact  which  he  and  all 
rd  to  tne  ta-  I  .  ,  .■"    ,  .   r    .i,       i      .  j  '  -  -  .    . 

,c  :  ing  him    all   the   mischief:   the   short  remedy 


eny  its   existence,  if   it   could   be 


nied.     O 
xistence.  and 
t  existence,  and   present 


vhich  : 
sent  pending  between  the  American  and  British  com 
missioners. 

"The  injuries  brought  forward  in  their  memorial 
may  be  reduced  to  the  three  following  heads:  1. — 
Their  txctuiion  from  Lotiisiiiiin. 

"By  the  thud  article  of  the  treaty  of  1794,  it  is 
agreed  that  it  shall  at  ail  times  be  free  to  her  ma- 
jesty's subjects  and  the  citizens  of  the  U.  States 
freely  to  pass  by  land  or  inland  navigation  into  the 
respective  territories  and  countries  of  the  two  par- 
ties on  the  continent  of  America,  aiid  to  navigate  all 
the  waters  thereof,  and  freely  to  carry  on  trade  with 
each  other." 

"But,  notwillistanding  this  express  stipulation, 
which  secures  to  his  majesty's  subjects,  without  limi- 
tation or  reservation,  tlie  right  of  co  umercial  inter- 
course by  land  or  inland  navigation  with  all  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  U.  States  on  the  continent  of  America, 
the  governor  of  Louisiann  hns  thought  proper  to  exclude 
them  from  the  commerce  of  lliat  txtensice  province,  un- 
less they  abjure  their  allegiance  to  his  majesty,  and 
lake  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  U.  Stales;  and  the 
same  governor  has  also  taken  it  upon  hiin  to  prohibit 
the  introduction  of  any  goods  or  merchandise  which 
are  not  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  U.  Slates." 

"This  arbitrary  proceeding,  besides  being  a  direct 
Tiolation  of  the  treaty  of  1794,  is  highly  detrimental 
to  the  private  interests  of  the  Canada  merchants,  lor 
it  excludes  them  from  a  country  where  they  have 
been  carrying  on  trade  successfully  for  many  years 
without  interruption  from  the  Spaniards,  having  lat 
terly  pushed  their  commercial  posts  even  to  the 
banks  of  the  Missouri,  and  augmented  the  sale  of 
their  goods  in  Louisiana  to  the  amount  of  about  forty 
or  fifty  thousand  pounds  annually." 

This  is  the  complaint— exclusion  from  Louisiana 
by  the  United  States  governor  of  that  province.  We 
took  possession  of  Upper  Louisiana  in  Marcii,  1804; 
the  complaint  was  made  in  London,  in  18Uti;  conse- 
quently, the  exclusion  was  enlorced  very  soon  after 
we  took  possession,  i  he  question  now  is,  upon  what 
'authority  did  (he  governor  aet  in  making  this  exclu- 
sion, and  to  what  line  did  he  extend  it?  Doubtless 
by  the  order  of  his  own  government;  but  it  Is  good  to 
be  certain;  and  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Gaeenliow's  over 
shadowing  authority,  backed  as  it  is  by  the  senator 
from  Michigan,  it  becomes  necessary  to  prove  every 
thing,  even  lliat  a  governor  of  upper  Louisiana  had 
the  authority  of  his  government  lor  the  bouiidaiie~ 
of  his  province.  Fortunately,  the  first  governor  of 
upper  Louisiana  was  a  man  of  letters  as  well  as  of 
the  sword,  and  employed  his  leasure  hours  in  draw- 
ing up  a  history  of  the  country  which  he  was  sent  to 
govern.  It  was  major  A  oos  Stoddard,  who  after- 
wards lost  his  life  at  Fort  Meigs  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain.  In  his  uicful  work,  modestly 
termed  '•Hkctches  of  Louisiana,'^  he  thus  speaks  of  the 
northern  boundary  ol  his  province: 

"The  commerce  of  Crozat,  by  the  terms  of  the 
patent,  extended  to  the  ulinosl  Ii  .lit  of  Louisiana  in 


villages,  without  objection  from  tlic  Spaniards,  was 
an  admission  of  th'-ir  right  to  trade  in  Louisiana,  and 
should  be  conclusive  upon  the  U.  Stales.  In  a  me 
morial  to  Lord  Holland,  in  1SU7,  he  presents  these 
views  at  much  length,  and  sustains  them  by  argu 
ments  of  which  these  are  specimens: 


to  [  the   world   knew.      He  received  it  as  such;  and  thus 
the  j  Spanish  authority  coui-^s    in  aid   of   British,  French, 
and  American,  to  vindicate  our  rights  and  the  truth 
of  f,  istory. 

Mr.  President,  when  a  man  is  strngglinj  in  a  just 
cause,  he  generally  gels  help,  and  often  from  unfore- 
seen and  unexpected  quarters-  So  it  has  happened 
with  me  in  this  aliair  of  the  Utrecht  treaty.  A  great 
many  hands  have  hastened  to  bear  evidence  of  the 
truth  ill  this  case;  and,  at  the  head  of  these  oppor- 
tune testimonies,  I  place  the  letter  of  a  gentleman 
who,  besi  Ib:,  his  own  great  authority,  gives  a  re- 
ference to  another,  who,  from  his  long  political  po- 
siiion  in  our  country,  the  powers  of  his  mind,  and  the  '\ 
habits  of  his  life,  happens  to  tie,  of  all  living  men,  the    1 


your  attention  to  some  suggestions.  *  *  *  To  the 
upper  part  of  Missouri  Britain  has  a  preferable  claim. 
About  latitjde  47  the  British  traders,  coining  in  from 
the  Hudson  Bay  territories,  maintained  a  tratlia  with 
the  Mandan  Indians.  These  traders  were  the  first  Eu- 
ropeans who  obtained  any  knowledge  of  the  sources 
of  the  Missouri,  and  they  tiad  laid  down  the  course 
of  the  river  Iron  the  iVIandans  up  to  the  R  jcky 
Mountains,  with  great  minuteness,  many  years  be- 
fore the  journey  of  Messrs.  Lewis  and  Clarke.  The 
claim  of  Great  Britain  to  the  upper  Missouri  country  j  letter  1 
equally    valid,  and  rests  on    the   same  ground  as  I  give  hi 


general,  secretary  of  war,  and  secretary  of  state, 
during  his  presidency — a  member  of  this  body  at  the 
time  the  treaty  was  ratified  which  made  us  a  party  to 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht — and  always  a  man  to  consider 
and  to  understand  what  he  was  about.  In  fact, 
vVashington  wanted  no  other  sort  of  men  about  him. 
The  writer  of  Ibis  letter,  (Timnlhy  Pitkin,  author  of 
the  work  on  Staiisiics,)  on  reading  some  talk  here 
abiut  the  treaiy  of  Utrecht,  and  seeing  what  lick  of 
inl'orniation  was  in  the  Anierican  senate,  vvrote  a 
a  member  of  this  body,  |  Mr.  fVtbster)  to 
his  memoranda   of   that    treaty  some  forty 


her  clai  n  to  Noolka  Sound,  and  the  country  west  ol  i  years  ago.  This  letter  is  an  invaluable  leslimuny  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains  on  the  Pacilie  ocean.  »  •  •  '  ihe  events  to  which  it  relates;  it  combines  the  tesli- 
There  are  abundance  of  gronndi  tor  denying  that  \  mony  of  t.vo  eminent  men;  and  I  send  it  lo  the  sc- 
there  are  any  rights  in  the  Anierican  government  to  1  crelary's  table  lo    he   read.      U  is  dated    Ulioa,  New 


found  its  claim  on  the  stipulations  of  ihe  treaiy  of 
Utrecht  t>  »  »  The  iiipulatiuns  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  as  to  the  limils  of  the  Hudson  Bay  lerrilo 
ries,  do  not  bear  at  all  upon  tne  question.  Tne  limits 
lixed  by  that  treaty  were  for  Canada,  not  Louisiana. 

*  *  *  Allow  me  only  brieliy  to  observe  that  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  not  having  lieen  renewed  at  the 
peace  of  Amiens,  would  not  h.ivc  been  available 
even  to  France,  if  she  had  remained  at  peace  with 
us  and  in  possession  of  Louisiana." 

Thus  argues  ihc  Ejrl  of  Selkirk,  adn>illing  ihe 
fact  of  boundaries  fixed  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
and  only  arguing  against  the  present  existence  and 
applicaoility  of  these  boundaries.  L  rd  Holland 
adopted  none  of"  these  views;  tie  presented  the  paper 
without  comment,  to  the  Amerii 
in  sending  it  home  to  Iheir  gover 
ed  it  as  an  "idle  paper,"  and  took  no  lurther  notice 
of  it.  It  was,  in  fact,  an  idle  paper,  hut  not  quite  idle 
enough,  in  any  sense  of  the  word,  lo  deny  the  work 
of  the  commissaries  under  the  treaty  ot  Utrecht. 

Bat  to  go  on  with  Ihe  proofs. 

In  the  year  1805,  being  the  second  year  after  the 
acquisition  of  Louisiana,  president  Jetierson  sent 
ministers  lo  Madrid,  (Messrs.  Monroe  and  Charles 
Pinckney),  to  adjust  the  easiern  and  southwestern 
boundaries  with  tier;  and,  in  doing  so,  the  principles 
whicli  had  governed  the  settlement  of  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  same  province  became  a  proper  il- 
lustralion  of  their  ideas.  They  quoted  thc^e  princi- 
ples, and  gave  the  line  of  Uireclit  as  the  example; 
and  this  to  Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  one  of  the  most  ac- 
complished statesmen  of  liurope.     They  say  to  him: 

'It  is  believed  that  this  [irinciple   has  been  admit- 


ihatqn'urier;  winch,  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  ill  1713,    led  and    acted  on  invariably  since   the   discovery  of 
was  Uxed  at  tuu  4^iu  degree."  {  America,  in  respect  to  their  possessions  there,  by  all 


Yoik,  April  9,  1845: 

"I  perceive  by  the  debates  in  the  senate  on  the 
Oregon  question,  that  in  the  decision  of  this  imp  irt- 
ant  sutijecl,  no  little  stress  is  laid  by  some  of  its 
members  on  the  line  settled  between  France  and 
England,  under  tlie  treaty  of  Utrecht,  In  1713,  and 
that  by  others  it  is  coiilended  that  no  evidence  ac- 
tually exists  that  such  a  settlement  was  made  und^r 
that  treaty. 

"I  was  somewhat  surprised  that  gen.  Cass  should 
have  ventured  in  a  political  speech,  to  have  placed 
himself  among  the  latter  upon  the  statements  of  Mr. 
Greenliow,  a  cleik  in  the  department  of  state.  1 
have  for  a  long  time  considered  that  this  line  was 
adjusted  by  cninmissioners  appointed  under  that  trea- 
sters,  who,  j  ij.  ai,,i  j„  i-eadiiig  the  speeches  of  Messrs-  Cass  and 
haracteriz-  \  iienton.  and  your  own  signijicaiit  qiiestiuns  on  tho 
subject,  I  thought  proper  to  examine  my  documents 
and  memorandums  for  some  proof  of  llie  upiiiiuii  I 
had  thus  formed.  On  such  exauim.ition  I  found  tlie 
f'ullowing  exiract  on  this  subject  from  Mr.  Ilul- 
chins"Hisloi-ieal  Narrative  and  Topographical  De- 
scriptions of  Louisiana  and  West  Florida,'  printed  at 
Piiiladelphia  in  1784 

"Aflei  stating  the  grant  lo  Crozat,  of  Louisiana, 
Hulchins  who  was  then,  I  believe,  geographer  to  the 
the  United  Slates,  proceeds  to  say:  '.\s  lo  Canada,  or 
New  France,  the  French  court  would  scarcely  ad- 
'mit  it  had  any  other  northern  boundary  than  the  pole. 
'The  avidity  of  Great  Britain  was  equal;  but  France 
'having  been  unforiunate  in  the  war  of  17 lu,  the 
'northern  boundary  ol  Canada  was  fixed  by  treaiy  of 
•Utrecht  in  1713.  It  assigns  AVm  iJriiaiii  oiid  Hud- 
'son's  llay,  on  the  noi(/i  of  Camula,  to  Great  Britain; 
'and  coniniissiiiners  alterwards  on  both  sides,  ascer- 
tained  the  linnlfi  by  an  imaginary  line  runoing  from  a 


Understanding  that  you  are  at  present  engaged  in  I  one  who  can  shed  most  light  upon  the  subject.  I 
settling  with  the  American  plenipotentiaries  the  I  speak  of  colonel  Timothy  Pickering — the  friend  and 
boundaries  between  the  province  ol  Louisiana  and  i  companion  of  Washington — his  quartermaster  geiie- 
the  British  American  dominions,  I  beg  leave  to  call  j  ral  during  the  war  of  the  revolution — his  postmaster 
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'eajx  or  jtrcnovtrry 'in  Nev  RriLiin,  on  the  AlUmtici 
'ocean,  Ml  lil»  if.^cer-  u  .rlh  lu.ilu.ii-,  iti'  a  it'IIi- 
'west  to  the  Lake  Mi-igasing,  or  Mi-ila-sin;  Irom  1 
'Ihence  furlher  soiilliwesl  direct  to  ihe  la'iluH"  of 
'fortj-iiine  degrees.  All  Ihe  lands  to  Ihe  iioifft  of  Ihe 
'imsginary  line  being  a-^signed  to  Great  IJrilain,  and 
'all  soulhward  of  Ihal  line,  to  as  far  an  the  river  Si  I 
'Lawrence,  to  the  French.  These  were  at  thai 
'time,'  he  adds,  -the  true  limits  of  Loni-iana  and  ' 
'Canada,  Crozat's  Grant  not  subsisling  long  after  the  ' 
'dealh  of  Louis  XIV.' 

"The  above  extract  is  taken  from  a  Ion;  commu- 
nication made  to  iMr.  Jefferson,  by  colonel  Picker- 
ing, on  the  I8lh  January,  1804,  when  the  treaty  of 
Mr.  King,  and  of  boundaries,  was  under  considera- 
tion; and  o(  course  after  our  purchase  of  Louisiana. 
I  presume,  therefore,  it  is  cori'ect,  though  relative  to 
King's  treaty  some  diff-rence  of  opinion  existed  be 
tween  Jefferson  and  Pickerin,;.  I  have  been  unable, 
in  this  place,  to  have  access  to  ihis  work  of  Hutch- 
ins;  It   was,  no  doubt,  well  known  to  Mr.  Jefferson. 

"1  am  not  able  lo  inform  you  whether  he  answer- 
ed, in  writing,  the  above  comraiinicalion  of  colonel 
Pickering;  but  from  his  declaration  made  to  me  and 
others,  on  Ihe  23d  of  January,  1806,  he  then  fully 
believed  Ihis  line  to  have  been  thus  settled,  in  pur- 
suance; ol  Ihe  irealy  ol  Utrecht. 

"At  ihat  time,  conversing  with  me  and  others,  at 
a  dinner  party,  on  the  favi'nie  subject  ol  Lewis  t 
Clark's  expediliun  to  Ihe  Pacific,  he  declared,  (ac- 
cording to  my  menioraniJuni  made  at  Ihe  time,) 
'That  by  Ihe  treaty  of  Ulrecht,  in  1713,  between  the 
English  and  French,  Ihe  line  between  Louisiana  and 
the  English  country  was  settled  in  latitude  49°;  and 
that  this  was  the  reason  why,  in  our  treaty  with  the 
English,  in  1783,  our  northern  boundary  «as  placed 
at  the  Lake  of  ihe  Woods,  which  was  in  latitude  49". 

"Not  having  seen  Hvlchiiis  ineiitioiied,  or  referred 
to  in  this  debate,  1  have  been  induced  to  send  you 
this  extract  from  him,  and  also  my  above  memoran- 
dum, to  bring  Ihe  same  lo  your  notice  and  recollec- 
tion, (vaUiil  qwintuni  vetere  potest.)^' 

This  19  Ihe  leiier  ol  Mr.  Piikin,  wiih  Ihe  extracts 
from  Mr.  Pnkering.  li  is  iioi  in  the  recollection  of 
an  old  man,  but  iheHnllen  down  account  of  what 
he  saw  and  kiiew  loriy  }ears  ago,  ana  written  down  ! 
at  a  time  when  he  saw  and  knew  it.  Il  is  full  and  ; 
cuniplele  to  the  point  in  question.  1  he  reference  to 
Hutchins'  historical  narrati\e,  and  topographical 
description  of  Louisiana  is  correct.  1'he  u oik  is 
not  in  our  library,  but  several  friends  have  stiit  me 
copies  ol  it  riniii  ditlerent  parts  of  Ihe  United  Slates, 
and,  on  eoin(i.:ri?on,  1  find  Mr.  Pickering's  extract 
lo  be  true  Ir.  a  letter.  '1  he  refcience  ol  Mr.  Pilkin 
to  what  p;i>sed.  in  his  piesence,  at  .Mr.  JeHerson's 
table,  in  ]8il6,  m  lelaiion  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
recalls  a  lad  v,  hicli  ought  to  be  latighl  in  the  schools, 
lo  the  littie  ^iiU,  m  their  liny  geogr;iphies,  instead 
of  being  ili>puted  by  bearded  men  in  liie  American 
senate.  I'hal  lake,  fur  an  hundred  and  thirty  years, 
has  been  a  landmark  among  nations,  lor  more  than 
sixty  years — from  the  date  of  our  national  existence 
—  it  has  been  a  prominent  niark  in  our  national 
boundaries.  The  treaty  of  Utrecht  niade  it  so;  and 
he  that  does  not  know  this  great  historical  inciuent 
may  find  il  oiil  by  tasting  the  inlellectual  crmb  which 
fell  from  Mr.  JcQerson's  table  in  1806,  and  which 
Mr.  Pilkin  has  preset  ved  lor  a  least  this  day  in  the 
American  senate.  Mr.  Jitieison's  table  was  one  at 
which  something  else  besides  the  body  was  fed.  1 
was  never  at  il  but  once,  and  ihen  I  sal  there  five 
hours,  not  lor  the  Burgundy,  which  was,  in  fad — 
w  hat  a  certain  American  iiiinister  said  of  the  king  of 
Poilugal's  dinner,  "exct//cji/,"  but  lor  the  conversa- 
tion, which  was  divine.  And  now  1  will  say  that  1 
saw  Mr.  Piekenng  once,  and  under  ciicumslances  to 
remember  him  also.  It  was  at  the  extra  session  of 
congress,  in  1813 — he  a  member  of  Ihe  house  ol  re- 
presentatives, 1  a  looker-on  from  the  hot  and  suli'o- 
eating  gallery,  better  paid  for  my  sufierance  than 
those  who  are  listening  to  me  now.  1  saw  an  aged 
man,  always  in  his  seat,  always  attentive,  always 
respectful.  The  decorum  of  his  conduct  struck  me; 
I  inquired  his  i.aine;  it  turned  out  to  be  one  who  had 
been  founed  in  ihe  school  of  Washington,  of  whom 
I  knew  nut  little  up  lo  that  time  but  through  the 
medium  of  party  watchwords,  and  of  whom  1  then 
said,  that,  if  events  should  ever  make  me  a  mem- 
ber of  congress,  1  should  love  to  imitate  the  de- 
corum. 

The  line  of  Utrecht  is  termed,  by  Mr.  Pickering, 
an  ^Hmagiuaiy^''  line.  I  hat  is  eorrect.  Il  was  never 
run,  nor  iniended  lo  be  run,  nor  possible  lo  run. — 
The  treaty  required  il  to  be  "iifte)»iiiiet/;"and  il  was 
determined  by  aslionomical  poinu  and  lines  and  by 
geographical  leatures — the  high  lands  parlingt»o 
systems  ol  waters — Ihose  ol  Hudson's  Bay  and  those 
of  the  Canadian  Lukes.  And  here  1  "ill  say  Ihere 
were  two  sets  of  boundaries  lo  be  eslablisheu  under 
this  same  treaty  of  Ulrtchl:  one  on  the  noi'ib  of  Ca- 


nada, which  was  done  as  str.leJ  in  the  year  limited, 
t;.,;  (I'li'-r  nn  tl.o  sruih  nf  (^,n:^d:i,  between  .Acadia 
and  the  Bnii-h  .-olMiies  .n  ihe  Atl.i..lic,  f -r  whie'. 
no  li  ■  e  v/os  limiti-d.  ami  whnh  was  nevnr  done  — 
Confonniliiig  these  two  sets  of  hnandaries,  one  nf 
>vhich  was  determined  and  the  other  not,  ruay  have 
led  some  minds  inlo  error — those  minds  which  can- 
not apply  words  lo  things. 

Mr.  Pilkin,  In  his  letter,  speaks  of  a  long  commu- 
nication made  hy  col.  Pic  kering  on    the  18th  of  Jan. 
1804,  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  ihe  treaty  of  Mr.  Kini 
was  under  consideration,  and    after   ine    purchase  of 
Louisiana.      Without  doubt    thai    was   Ihe  identical  1 
paper  Iransmilled    by  Mr.  Madison    lo   Mr.   Monr<ie, 
with  his  official   despatrli    lo   that   minister  of  Feb- 1 
riiary   14,  1804,   as  "a  pnpfv  staling  the   aullioiity  on 
which  the  decision  of  Ihe  commissioners  under  Ihe  treaty 
of  Utrecht  rests^  and   the   reasoning  opposed  to   the  con-  ] 
struclion  »mA.in^  the  i9th  degree  of  latitude  the  northern 
bovndary  of  Louisiajia.^'  I  mentioned  that  paper  once  i 
before,  wlien  it  was  pretty   well    cried  down  by   the 
senator   from   Michigan,  (Mr.  C.tss)     I    menlion  il  | 
now  again,  underbetler  auspices,  and  with  hopes  of  | 
belter  results.  The  author  is  found,  and  fnind  whore  ; 
he  ought  to  be,  among  those    who  feared  the  efficts  ■ 
of  rejecting  Ihe  fifih  article  of  Mr.  Rufjs   King's! 
irealy  of    1803,     Thai  treaty  settled   our  whole  nor-  j 
them  boundary   vvilb   txreat    Britain,  from  Passama-  ' 
maqiioddy  bay  lo  the  L:ike  of  Ihe  Woods,  and  lo  the  ' 
head  of  the  Mississippi.  The  fifth  article  of  il  brought 
the  line  from  the  lake,  by  Ihe  shortest  course,  lo  the 
.Vlississippi:  it  chised  up  the  long  standing  controversy  j 
about  the  course  of  that  line.     Now,  it  happens  ihat 
the  treaty  lor  the    purchase    of  L'lui-^iana  'vas  nego- 
tiated in  Paris  about  the  same  time  lh.it  Mr.  King's 
treaty  was  negotiated    in    London,  and    without    his; 
knowledge.     The  two  treaties  arrived  in  the  Unilid  ' 
Slates  together — wenl  to  the  senate  together,  with  a  ' 
strong  ceconimendiUon  from  Mr.  Jetferson   to  reject  I 
the  fillli   article  of   Mr.  Kina's    treaty,  because  the 
acquisition  o(  Louisiana  gave  us  a  new  line  Irom  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  whiih  would   run   clear  north  of 
the  head  of   the    .Mississippi,  preveniing    the  Uritish 
from  gelling  lo  the  river,  and  thereby    rendering  nu 
gatory  the  treaty  slipniations  of  1783  and  1794  which 
gave  Ihem  a  right  lo  its  navigalion. 

The  maintenance  of  ihis  new  line,  which  was  not 
only  to  proli  CI  the  Mississippi  river,  b. it  all  Louis- 
iana, from  British  ingression,  was  a  primary  object 
of  Mr.  Jellerson;  and  for  that  purpose  Ihe  rejection 
of  Ihe  filth  arlicle  of  Mr.  King's  treaty  became  in- 
dispensable. The  New  England  senators  dreaded 
the  lo-s  ol  the  n  hole  liealy  if  the  filth  article  was 
expunged;  nine  of  them  voted  against  the  striking 
out;  and  it  was  while  tins  treaty  v.  as  under  conside- 
ration in  the  senate  Ihat  Mr.  Piekerini;,  one  of  the 
nine,  communicated  Ihis  paper  lo  Mr.  Jefferson,  not 
at  all  denying  the  49tli  parallel  as  Ihe  line  of  Utrecht, 
hut  arguing  against  the  construction  which  would 
now  make  Ihat  line  the  norlher!i  boundary  of  Louis- 
iana. The  tenor  of  his  argument  is  not  given;  pos- 
sibly Ihe  earl  of  Selkirk  fell  upon  some  parts  of  it 
in  his  memorial  to  Lord  Holland,  when  he  supposed 
it  to  be  abrogated  by  war,  and  superceded  by  the 
connivance  of  the  Spaniards  in  permitting  the  British 
to  occupy  the  whole  left  flank  of  Louisiana  as  low 
down  III  plates  as  45".  Mr  Jeffersin  adhered  to  his 
new  line.  The  filth  arlicle  was  struck  out.  The 
w  hole  treaty  was  risked  and  lost,  and  it  was  forty 
years  afterwards,  and  we  all  know  w  ith  what  angry 
discussions,  with  what  dangers  of  war,  with  wliai 
expense  ol^  money  in  calling  out  troops,  this  lo  g 
contested  boundary  was  at  last  established.  All  this 
was  risked,  all  this  was  encountered  lo  save  the  line 
of  Utrecht!  Yet  we  now  find  that  line  denied,  and 
all  the  organs,  great  and  small,  blowing  a.- ay  with 
might  and  main  to  swell  the  loud  notes  ol  denial,  and 
10  drown  the  voice  which  speaks  up  for  the  truth. 
j  Several  copies  of  Hutchins'  geographical  wink 
have  been  sent  lo  me,  all  containing  the  words  trans 
cribed  to  Mr.  Pickering.  Olher  v.oiks  have  also 
been  sent  me.  1  have  more  material  on  hand  than  I 
can  use,  and  must  limit  myself  to  a  brief  selection. 
'  Among  these  books  sent  me  is  one  of  special  aiitho 
I  Illy  —  the  geographical  work  of  Thomas  Jefl'reys, 
esq.  geographer  lo  his  royal  highness  Ihepiioceol 
I  Wales,  piloted  at  the  corner  ol  Si.  Martin's  Lane, 
near  Ch..iing  Cioss,  London.  A.  D.  17j3.  This  royal 
geographer,  who  would  hardly  curtail  the  fair  piO' 
portions  of  the  dominions  to  whose  heir  apparent 
'  (afterwards  (Jeorge  111.)  he  was  aildressing  his  woik, 
thus  speaks  ol  Ihe  line  m  hicli  parts  the  British  Hud- 
I  son  bay  and  the  French  Canadian  possessions: 

"Beginning  at  Davis'  inlet,  on  Ihe  east  coast  of 
!  Labrador  or  New  Brilain,  in  the  la'.ilude  ol  about  56 
degrees;  and  drawing  It  with  a  curve  Ihiough  the 
Lake  Abilibis,  down  to  the  49. h  degree  of  latitude; 
from  Iheijte  lo  be  conliliued  lo  li.e  noilhwesl  ocean, 
as  It  was  settled  by  commusioners  under  the  Irealy 
of  Ulrecbl," 


Mr.  .''(Treys  adds  to  this  description  of  the  line  o 
I'ireehl,  rehiarkj  upon  the  same  line  .is  Iiid  di  ,vn 
D'.Vnville.  Ih"  rovnl  French  j^eogrnpher,  |inini,  <,,,( 
111. at  he  d.-ems  eri-..nei.us  in  il,  an.|  l;.|;-s  ci.  dli  iq 
himself  in  making  It  more  favorable  to  the  French 
than  the  French  ha.l  made  it  to  lhems,|ves.  The 
latitude  of  49  to  the  western  ocean  is  his  limit  of  the 
British   possessions. 

I  have  said  that  more  material  has  been  furnished 
lo  me  Ihan  I  can  use.  Am.iiig  these  I  must  acknow- 
ledge the  kindness  of  .Mr.  Elmiind  J.  Forslall,  of  N. 
Orleans,  a  man  of  letters,  and  who  sends  me  a  re- 
ference to  Posllelhwail's  C.immereial  Dictionary, 
which  in  fact,  is  the  dictionary  of  Savary,  inspector 
General  of  French  .Manufactures  and  Commerce  in 
Ihe  lime  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth,  and  whose  work  was 
(lone  into  English,  with  improvements  by  Mr.  .Mala- 
chi  Postlethwail,  whose  name  it  bears  with  English 
readers.  This  dictionary  of  Savary  contains,  in  Ihe 
body  of  the  work,  the  description  of  the  Utrecht  line 
as  shown  on  Hie  maps,  and  thus  gives  authority  for 
what  appears  there. 

Another  contribution  which  I  have  pleasure  to 
acknowledge,  is  from  a  gentleman  of  Baltimore,  for- 
merly of  Ihe  house  of  representatives,  (  .lr.  Kenne- 
d\ ),  who  gave  me  an  extract  from  the  journal  of  the 
British  house  of  commons,  March  5ili,  1714,  direct- 
ing a  writ  to  be  issued  for  electing  a  burgess  in  the 
place  of  Frederick  Heme,  e-q.  who,  since  his  elec- 
tion, hath  accepted,  as  the  j.iuinal  says.  Hie  ./Iticc  of 
one  of  his  majesty's  commissaiies  for  treating  with 
commissaries  on  the  part  of  France  for  settling  Ihe 
trade  between  Great  Britain  and  France.  The  same 
entry  occurs  at  the  same  lime  with  respect  to  James 
Murray,  esq.  and  sir  Joseph  .Marlyn.  Ihe  lOtli  artii  le 
of  the  Irealy  of  Ulrechl  afiplies  lo  limits  in  North 
America,  the  eleventh  an. I  hl'ieenlii  to  c mi  ueree- 
and  these  commissaries  were  appointed  under  some 
or  all  of  these  articles.  Oihers  iiiighl  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  king,  and  not  iijenli..ned  in  the  jour- 
nals, as  not  being  nieoibers  of  parliamenl  whose  va- 
cated seals  were  lo  be  filled.  All  three  of  the  articles 
ol  the  treaty  were  equally  obligatory  lor  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissaries;  and  here  is  proof  that  thrte 
were  appointed  under  the  commercial  articles. 

One  more  piece  of  testimony  and  1  have  done. — 
And,  first,  a  liHle  slaleineiit  lo  introduce  it.  We  all 
know  ihal  in  one  of  the  debates  which  look  place  in 
the  British  house  of  commons  on  the  .Ashourton  trea- 
ty, and  alter  that  treaty  b.id  been  rjlilicd  and  past 
recall,  mention  was  made  of  a  certain  map  called 
the  King's  map,  which  had  belonged  lo  the  late  king, 
(fieoige  HI.)  and  hung  iii  his  libr,iry  during  his  lile- 
tiiiie,  and  altern  aids  in  the  foreign  office,  from  which 
said  .  Hi.B  the  said  map  silently  disappeared  about 
Ihe  time  of  the  Ashburlon  treaty,  and  which  certain- 
ly was  not  before  our  senate  al  the  lime  of  the  ralifi- 
calioii  of  that  Irealy.  Well,  the  member  who  men- 
tioned It  in  parliament  said  there  was  a  siioiig  red 
line  upon  it,  about  tlie  lenili  of  an  inch  wide,  running 
all  along  where  the  Americans  said  the  true  bounda- 
ry was,  with  these  words  written  along  it  in  four 
places  in  king  George's  hand  writing:  •■this  is  Os- 
wald's line,"  meaning,  il  is  the  line  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  negotiated  by  Mr.  Oswald  on  the  British  side, 
and  therefore  called   Osv'iild's  line. 

Now,  what  1  have  to  say  is  this:  That  whenever 
this  royal  map  shall  emerge  from  its  retreat  and  re- 
sume its  place  in  the  foreign  ofBce,  on  it  will  be 
found  another  strong  red  line  about  the  leiith  of  an 
inch  wide,  in  anolhcr  place,  with  these  words  writ- 
ten on  it:  Boundaries  between  the  British  and  French 
possessions  in  America  "OS /ufii  di/  the  treaty  of  Ut- 
recht." To  complete  Ibis  lasl  and  crowning  oieee  of 
testimony,  1  have  lo  add  that  the  ev.dcnce  of  it  is  in 
Ihe  iiepailiiicnl  of  state,  as  is  nearly  Hie  .v  hole  of  Ihe 
evidence  vv  Inch  1  have  used  lli  ciuslnng  inis  |>ie  itou- 
dre  insurrection — •■this  puddle  lane  rebtllion" — against 
he  truth  and  majesty  ol  Iii5l..iy,  wnicn,  beginning 
w  ilh  a  clerk  in  the  deparlmenl  ol  stale,  spread  lo  all 
the  organs,  big  and  little;  then  reached  the  senate  of 
the  United  Stales,  held  divided  empire  in  tins  cham- 
ber for  lour  uionlhs,  and  now  dies  Hie  dealh  of  the 
lidiculous. 

;  have  now  got  to  the  end  of  Ihe  errors  which  1  pro- 
pose lo  correct  at  Ihe  present  lime.  1  have  consumed 
Hie  day  in  getting  ready  lo  speak — in  clearing  nway 
Hie  riibbish  which  had  oecn  piled  up  iii  my  fiath.  On 
another  uay  if  the  senate  pleases,  1  will  g.»  to  work 
on  the  tjregon  question,  and  endeavor  to  show  how 
lar  we  shall  be  right,  and  how  lar  we  may  be  wrong, 
in  exeicismg  the  junsdicliuii  and  sovereignly  which 
this  bill  proposes,  (whiih  IS  not  j  copy  of  the  British 
act,  but  goes  lai  beyond  it),  over  an  undefined  exient 
of  territory,  lo  which  we  know  there  are  coiiHicting 
claims.  Light  upon  this  poiiil,  al  this  liiue,  m.iy  be 
ol  service  to  our  eounlrj ;  and  I  mean  lo  oischarge 
111}  duly  lo  her,  regardless  of  all  consequences  lo 
myself. 
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On  lilt  4ili  iiisl.  in  Ihe 


Finances  for  the 

''M"'L":::;:rA,:^.ama,   (ch.ir.anof  .he  co.- 
mi.   i.t.Yi  .  ,,jr„red  two  resolutions,   cjlling 

";'„i:e";"  rn\'{olrlnicate  to  the  senate  the 
amoun  of  available  fund,  for  the  en,u>ngflsra  jear 
-the  probable  expenses  of  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war  with  Mexico-the  means  relied  upon  for 
raising  the  requisite  ,evenue,-what  were  the  views 
of  the  government  in  reference  to  duties  to  be  deriv- 
ed  from  imports  whilst  in  a  stale  of  war,--whether 
a  loan  was  conte.nplaled,-and,  in  short,  information 
in  reference  to  Uu-  stale  of  the  finances,  wilh  a  view 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

No  objections  being   made,   the  resolutions  were 

*  On'^molion  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  the  resolutions 
were  afterwards  reconsidered.  His  object  was  to 
have  the  enquiry  made  rather  more  comprehensive. 
As  adopted  thej-  looked  only  lo  a  m.-.dificalion  of  the 
tariff,  as  a  means  for  an  increase  of  the  revenue.— 
He  wished  lo  add  "and  otiicr  pwposfs,"— so  as  to  eli- 
cit the  president's  general  views  as  to  the  requisite 
increase  of  revenue.  ,       ..     .■         , 

Mr.  Webster,  was  anxious  that  the  attention  of  j 
government  sliould  be  directed  to  the  fact,  that  Ihe 
money  market  was  'ireatlj  embarrassed.  The  trans- 
fer of  so  large  an  amount  of  funds  in  specie,  by  land,  [ 
to  N.  Orleans,  as  was  now  required  there,  W"uld  be  [ 
difficult,  and  the  sudden  abstraction  of  funds  from  j 
places  wheie  they  had  been  deposited  would  occa- ! 
sion  a  deal  of  mischief.  Whether  treasury  dralts] 
ought  to  be  issued— or  what  measure  lor  rebel  would  ] 
meet  Ihe  views  of  those  who  had  Ihe  country  in 
charge,  was  a  matter  of  profound  interest.  He  re- 
spectfully enquired  of  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  finances,  if  anything  was  to  be  done  towards 
relieving  the  exchanges,  now  so  unequal.' 

Mr.  Lewis,  knew  of  no  changes  in  the  present 
mode  of  conducting  the  transfers. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  did  not  like  that  one  senator  should 
catechise  another.  The  embarrassments  spoken  of 
were  incident  to,  and  necessary  lo  a  state  of  war.— 
Exchanges  were  against  New  York  and  in  favor  of 
New  Oi  leans,  and  that  was  the  cause.  It  could  not 
be  avoided  by  a  national  bank,  or  in  any  other  way. 

Mr.  Webster,  said  that  the  government  might  af- 
ford relief  by  a  proper  administration  of  the  exist- 
ing laws,  or  by  framing  new  ones.  If  he  was  called 
upon  lo  point  out  Ihe  means  of  relief  he  should  sug- 
gest a  small  issue  of  treasury  notes,  the  etfect  of 
which  would  be  to  allay  alarm,  to  increase  confi- 
dence, to  facilitate  exchanges.  It  would  not  be  ne- 
cessary in  doing  this  lo  rely  upon  treasury  notes  for 
the  support  of  ihe  war.  All  that  would  be  necessary 
would  be  to  aid  the  government  ilself  by  a  transfer 
of  ils  funds  in  ihe  available  means  of  treasury  drafts. 

Mr.  Simmons,  of  R.  Island,  concurred  in  this,  and 
thought  it  a  praclical  remedy  for  relief. 

Mr.  NiLEs,  of  Conn.,  was  for  a  vigorous  applies 
tion  of  the  suh-treasury  bill,  and  that  was  his  means 
of  relief. 

Mr.  Davis,  was  glad  that  the  resolution  had  been 
brought  forward.  It  was  lime  that  the  policy  of  ihe 
administration  was  made  known  in  reference  to  the 
existing  war.  The  policy  laid  out  by  the  president 
and  his  friends  six  months  since  was  in  reference  to 
a  time  of  peace,  and  nut  to  such  a  moment  as  the 
present. 

After  further  decate  the  resolutions  were  deferred 
until  next  djy,   when — 

Mr.  Crittenden,  offered  an  additional  enquiry,  by 
way  of  amenUmem,  and  the  whole  were  adopted 
without  further  debate. 

The  financial  views  entertained  by  the  government 
will  no  doubt  be  communicated  accordingly. 

The  sinews  of  war.  The  New  York  Monwig  News, 
a  leadint;  Ineiid  of  ihe  adiiimisiralion,  discusses,  in  a 
long  ariiclr,  ihc  probable  cosi  of  the  Mexican  war,  and 
the  iiuana  by  vUuuh  ihe  money  is  lo  be  obtained.  The 
icn  niilliuns  already  appn.pnalcd,  il  adiniis,  are  only  a 
beyiiinini;,  and  jl/ly  millions  more  niiisl  belore  long  Inl- 
low  suit— and  possibly  I'nolhrr  Jifty  millions  must  be  aii- 
dcdloihe  amount  lieh.re  a  nlmipse  of  the  spires  ol  liie 
Mexico  11  cathedral  will  be  cauyht  by  die  American  con- 
queroi!  Uow  shall  ihe  money  be  raised?  Loons,  it  cii, ire- 
ly  di80|ipi(ive8.     Treusurij  jiolcs  can  only  be  issued  lo  u 

liMiiu.!  ui hi;  and   we  are  informed  by  Ihe  "Nt^^^^" 

ihal  Ihf  sirreniry  ol  the  lieiisury  has  eslimmed  Ihat  the 
busimss  of  ihe  couiiny  will  stand  an  i«aue  of  ahoul 
thirty  inillioim,  and,  what  is  more  iiiiporlani,  that  this  is 
the  plan  m  be  brcjught  forward  by  the  adniinistraiioii 
The  only  oilier  plan  is  by  n  direct  tot,  unless  indeed 
Secreiory  Wullu-r'a  idea  of  an  incriased  revenue  from 
imporls,  lo  rcsiih  fiom  ihe  icdncnon  uf  ihe  liiriff,  should 
be  realized!  Even  in  ihai  case,  however,  eo  iimdequiiti- 
uould  be  the  revenue,  the  federal  lax-gathcnr  must 
Hoon  be  auioiiK  the  piople.  We  do  uoi  doubi.  any  mure 
lliau  the  News,  that  the  patriotic  citizens  ol  the  country 


will  cheerfully  submit  to  any  demand   upon  their  purse  ]  now  on  the   frontier  arc  stated  to  approach   half  a 

npcessary  to  FiiMi'n  ih"  honor  and  to  vindion'p  'h<-  rigli^s    niiHiir  r.f  d'^I'ars  r"r  div,  rather  an  over  estimate  no 
o(_  the  country.     liui  thai  paper  may  be  ;''»"ff  <)•  'h_»'_.  j  doubt,  but  yet  the'amcunt  must  be  heavy, 

Amongst  the  Volunteers  for  the  Army,  are  noticed 


sured,  that,  . 
aficr  ihe  danger  sliall  have 'passed  away,  'he  tax  payers 
will  not  fail  lo  enquire  whelher  Ihis  war  nnahl  not  have 
been  averted,  wnlioul  a  sacrifice  of  either  our  nalils  or  | 
our  h'  nor,  by  a  wise  and  judicious  course  of  conduct 
on  ihe  pan  of  ihe  eXecuiive— wheiher  he  has  not  need- 
lessly pi  naed  ns  inio  liosiililiis,  wiihoul  con-uliing  the 
war-mnking  power,  and  thereby  subjected  the  people  to 
Ihe  heavy  privations,  which,  illy  able  as  inany  of  them 
are  to  bear  these  new  exactions,  ihey  will  nevertheless, 
so  loii2  as  they  may  be  necessary,  cheerlully  submit  to. 

II  Ihis  tremendous  miliiaiy  force,  and  this  immense 
expeiidilure,  are  .leuiandid  by  a  war  with  so  feeble  a 
power  as  Mexico  loo,  the  people  may  be  reaeonably  ex- 
pected so  count  ilie  cost  of  a  war  wiib  a  naiion  so  form- 
idable as  Great  Biitaiii,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
possession  of  a  regl  m  of  country  so  remote  and  value- 
less as  Ihat  part  of  Ore-jon  hciween  ihe  parallel  of  49 
and  34  40;  the  title  to  which,  instead  of  being  "clearand 
unqiipsiionable,"  as  Mr.  Polk  asserted  with  a?  much 
dofinatism  as  ignorance  ol  ils  history,  is  shown  by  Mr. 
Benton  to  be  in  Great  Britain!  They  will  s.e  ibai  there 
IS  something  in  war  besides  "glory;''  and  ;hal,  s.  yere  as 
must  be  the  exactions  upon  the  people  lo  which  it  musi 
lead,  Ihat  is  noi  by  any  means  the  grcrilesi  of  ils  evils— 
among  whicii  may  be  lej^arded  the  slrcngihening  of  the 
^inn  (if  ihe  general  government  at  the  expense  of  the 
rights  of  ihe  people  and  of  ihe  stales,  and  indefinitely 
enlarging  the  power  and  patronage  of  that  branch  of  it, 
(Ihe  executive,)  from  ihe  usurpations  mid  itiisconriuc-t  of 
which  have  sprung  all  ihe  mischiefs  that  for  twenty 
years  past  have  scourged  the  country. 

[Richmond  IV nig. 

The  A'eio  York  Courier,  in  ils  money  article  wrilieii  lo 
g..  out  by  ihe  sieamer  for  Liverpool,  says:  "The  policy 
of  ihe  adniinislralion,  as  to  providing  means  for  the  large 
military  and  naval  preparations  in  progress,  and  in  con- 
templation, is  not  yet  disclosed.  The  appropriations  ac- 
ually  made  over  and  above  ihe  ordinary  expenditures 
ire — 
For  paying  and  equipping 

voluniiers. 
For    additional   esiimates 

of  army  proper, 

'        *^ $12,000,000 

If  the  report  of  ihe  naval  coinmiaee  of  the  house  of 
represeniauves shall  find  favoi,  asseenis'  probable,  which 
recommends  ihe  budding  immediately  of  iwelvc  slcain 
vessels  of  war  of  different  sizes,  there  will  be  added  to 
the  above  amoiini  seuenmiffions  more.  It  is  eslinialed 
iliat  there  maybe  about  (en  7hi7/iojis  surplus  on  hand: 
ihis  would  leave  a  deficiency  oi  nine  millions,  lobe  pro- 
vided tor  by  laxcs,  by  loans,  or  by  ihe  issue  oi  treasury 
notes— by  either,  or  all.  If  reliance  is  lo  be  had  upon 
loans,  they  can  only  be  negotiaied  on  advantageous 
icrms,  by  making  provision  at  ihe  same  lime  by  a  speci- 
fic pledge  ol  funds  for  ihe   payment  of  interest  and  the 


HenRv  Clay,  Jun.,  son  of  Henry  Clay,  of  Ashland 
Kentucky;  a  son  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  U.  States 
Senator  from  Kentucky;  the  youngest  son  of  Daniel 
Webster,  with  tlie  approbatiou  of  bis  father,  U.  S. 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  is  raising,  volunteer 
company  in  that  state,  for  army  of  invasion. 

Gen.  Scott  and  Gen  Gaines. — A  warm  de- 
bate took  place  in  Ihe  U.  S.  senate  yesterday,  on 
General  Cass'  resolution  calling  for  information  as 
lo  Gen.  Gaines'  authorily  for  calling  i.ul  troops, 
appointing  officers,  &c.  Mr.  Reveruy  Johnson,  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Sevier, 
Gen.  Houston,  and  nlher  senators  vindicated  Gen. 
Gaines.  Mr.  Webster  was  not  disposed  to  imply 
any  censure  on  Gen.  Gaines  until  more  information 
was  obtained  He  ralher  vindicated  Gen.  Gjines.  A 
sharp  pass  look  place  between  Mr.  Webster  ai  d  Rev- 
erdy  Johnson,  and  in  which  Mr.  Archer,  Mr.  Man- 
gum,  and  other  senators  partook  as  lo  how  far  ihe  con- 
stitulion  and  laws  might  be  dispensed  with,  by  mili- 
tary commanders.  The  dispute  between  the  execu- 
tive and  General  Scott,  as  to  the  command  of  the 
army  of  invasion,  was  alluded  lo  in  Ihe  course  of 
the  discussion,  and  a  call  for  the  correspondence  in 
that  case  was  added  to  Gen.  Cass'  resolution.  Mr. 
Calhoun  moved  lo  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
tuble.  This  motion  vsas  negatiTed — yeas  II,  nays 
34.     The  resolutions  were  then  adopted. 

The  anti-protection  tariff  bill,  it  is  said  is  lo 
be  taken  up  in  ihe  house  of  representatives  on  Mon- 
day week,  a  caucus  of  ihe  members  of  congress 
friendly  to  the  administration,  held  a  few  evenings 
since,  having  so  delermined.  The  members  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  part  of  those  from  New  York  and 
from  the  eastern  slates  did  not  attend  the  caucus 

The  *'L'iiio7j"  lias  a  large  portion  of  its  columns 
occupied  daily,  with  arlicles  in  favor  of  repealing 
the  existing  tariR'  and  is  exceedingly  urgent  upon 
congress  for  early  and  decisive  action  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

Appropriations.  For  civil  and  diplomatic  cxpenseSt 
for  Ihe  year  to  end  30ih  June,  1847,  made  in  the  bill 
which  has  passed  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
is  now  before  the  senate,  amounts  lo  §3,505,491. 

Business  circles.  American  provisions  in  England; 
are  rapidly  winning  iheir  way  lo  favor.  At  first  ihey 
louched    them  very  dainiily,  as  doubling  whether  they 


udual  redempiion  of  the  principal.     As  ihey  must  be  I    ,^^^  ^^.^  ^^^^yj,^  fur  European  palaies.'   Ne.xt  ihe  oO- 


negoti.iied  at  home— recourse  to  Europe  being  under. 
stood  as  hopeless — the:e  will,  perhap-^,  he  less  hesitation 
in  resorting  lo  Ihe  necessary  taxation,  when  it  is  known 
that  iis  proceeds  are  lo  be  kepi  at  home  and  uoi  paid  1 


jcciion  was  lo  liiai  waiii  of  .--c  ence  in  cutting  and  » 

ing,  which  Dr. ,  so  often  censured  Capuiin  Jack 

Loughton  for  being  guiliy  ol.  when   fighting  ihsse  same 
Englishmen.     Having  duly  lecHired  and  even  lurnislied 


foreign  siockholdeis.  ,In,aiiy  eveni,  however,  il  the  go-  j  operators  to  cut  acccTrding  to  Gamer,  Anier.cau  hams 
considerably  augmented,    ^j^^,  ^^^^^^^  ^j-p.,  pronounced  eatable  ai  first,  are  found 


vernnienl  exf 


e  present  prices  of  United   Stales  securiiies  must  go  \  ,y  ,,g  g„pi,„|  ^j  i^^j^  (,„j  j^i^  g„||  |g  smacking  his  lips 
nsiderab.y  lower.  „,j,|,  ^  ^^.^^  ,ha,  indicates  some  (os.'e.  Wilmer&  Smilh'B 


The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  of  Saturday, 
P.  M.  says:  "Money  has  beceuue  scarce  again,  and  the 
offerings  at  ihe  banks  are  larger  ihan  cifn  "be  done." — 
The  Mexican  war  has  produced  general  derangemeni, 
ihough  perhaps  ii  would  be  hui  temporary  even  if  llie 
war  "should  be  coniiiiued.  The  iiumher  of  vessels  at 
New  Orleans  is  small;  and  ibis,  in  connexion  wilh  some 
apprehension  about  privateers,  makes  freights  extremely 
high  from  all  soulhcrn  ports.  'J  he  usual  erediis  given 
lo  the  souih  have  al.so  been  wiihdrawn,  so  that  bills  are 
dishonored  Ihough  accompanied  wiili  bills  of  lading. — 
Our  merchanls  being  unwilling  for  a  commission  lo  in- 
cur ihe  possible  hazard  of  the  ocean,  ihuugh  ihe  gene- 
ral  belief  is  ihat  the  pri^parious  charaeler  ol  the  war  and 
ihe  great  dilfieuliies  about  privaieering,  will  prevent  any 
enlerprises  of  ihat  sort.  The  regular  circulaiiou  of  pro- 
duce and  merchandise  is  for  ihe  present  lo  a  greal  ex- 
ten:  suspended,  and  this  embarrasses  reiniltances  and 
s  1  creaies  an  uiiexpecled  demand  upon  the  banks  In 
ilie  actual  siaic  ol  ihings,  the  transnciions  in  sioek  ure 
very  small,  and  at  low  rales.  The  demand  for  manu- 
faciured  goods  is  quite  limited,  and  prices  arc  declining. 
All  sorts  of  bread  sluffs  and  provisions  arc  also  heavy 
and  low  in  prices.  There  is  nowhere  Ihe  slightest  symp- 
tom of  speculaiion.  Prudence  and  cauiion  preside  in 
mercaniilo  affairs,  though  there  is  no  painful  anxiety 
about  ihem  from  any  source." 

.'\TLANTic  STKA.MERS.  Tile  British  government  have 
jiisi  coninicled  wilh  companies  lor  a  oieainer  lo  leave 
Liverpool  for  ihe  Uniied  .Sinics  cveri/  Salnrday,  and  to 
leave  Btision  and  New  York  alternately,  every  Saiur- 
day,  lor  Liverpool. 

Jdl^Ovcrwhelmed  with  articles,  that  ought  to  be 
inserted,  mciny  of  them  of  primary  interest,  it  is 
difficult  to  select.  We  have  a  number  of  columns  in 
type,  wailing  for  room,  each  one  seeming  to  demand 
immediate  insertion,  amongst  them  the  "Volunteer" 
movements,  in  all  directions.  Six  thousand  Volunteers 
were  stated  to  have  reached  Point  Isabel  within  a  few 
days  past.     The  disbursements  required  for  the  army 


circular,  says:  "Nearly  all  kinds  of  Irish  provisions  havi; 
given  way  during  ihe  past  few  days,  caused  in  a  greai 
measure,  by  the  immense  arrivals  from  ihe  L'.  Siaies, 
and  siill  more  from  the  superior  quality  of  the  American 
arlicles.  The  provision  irade  wiih  ihe  Union  promises 
lo  become  one  of  ihe  greaiesi  importance.  The  provi- 
sions are  now  cured  in  a  siyle  which  hits  the  palate  of 
John  Bull,  and  increased  populariiy  and  belter  prices  is 
ihe  resuli." 

Bread  sliiff.i.  The  grain  trade  both  in  London  and 
Liverpool,  was  exceedingly  depressed  when  the  Hiber- 
iiia  left.  Ii  is  eslinialed  ihai  there  was  in  Liverpool  on 
Ihe  19ih  ult.  eight  million  b.shrls  of  loieign  vvbeni,  un- 
der kick,  and  595,000  barrels  of  foreign  Hour,  nearly  all 
American.  During  the  six  days  preceding  the  5;h  of 
May,  tweniy  gram  laden  vessels  passed  ihe  Sound  and 
Belt  lor  England. 

On  ihu  lilh  May,  ihe  London  corn  markei  opened 
cxeeediiigly  dull.  A  rtdueiion  of  4s.  lo  5s.  per  quarter 
h:.d  to  he  subinilied  lo  hi  fore  millers  would  purchase  at 
all.  At  die  market  of  ihe  lt*ih.  a  further  reduciion  of 
from  one  lo  iwo  shillings  tier  quarter  was  suhmiiied  lo. 
.4 1  Live  pool,  l.l'OO  barrels  uf  weslsrn  stales  flour  was 
forced  off  on  llio  ISili  ai  25s.  6d. 

The  average  price  of  wheat,  for  ihe  six  weeks  ending 
.May  9.li,  was  56s..  of  oaie,  iSs.  Id.;  rye  33s.  7d.;  aour, 
£\. 

The  grain  markets  on  ihe  eontiiinii  of  Europe  arc 
quoted  dull,  and  prices  receiding,  except  al  Dai.'Zic, 
v»heie  holders  hold  on  lo  former  pi  ic  e.  We  see  it  sial. 
id  that  five  cargoes  of  Indian  com,  in  ail,  a'.ioui  5,000 
qrs.  had  sailed  from  ibe  Danube  lor  England,  up  lo  ibe 
2:id  April. 

Cotton,  had  again  advanced  trom  Jd.  to  id,  per  pound, 
from  ihc  time  the  Great  Britain  left  Liverpool  on  the  4ih 
May  10  the  IDih.  The  sales  of  the  week  amounied  lo 
53,360  bales,  of  which  1",400  American  was  taken  oa 
speculation. 

Prices.  We  find  quoted,  May  I5ih,  including  400 
Americiin  al  4d.  ni  6jd.;  150  Pernani  and  Maracaibo, 
4Jd.  10  4id.;  400  Egypnun,  (id.  to  Old.;  2«0  Stirats  2Jd. 
10  3i<l.;  and  30  Seo  Islands.  12d.  lo  i3d. 
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RELATIONS  WITH  GKKAT  BRITAIN. 
A  debate  occurred  in  the  United  S'.alei  senate,  on 
Wednesday,  lOlh  inst.,  upon  the  subject  of  tlie  dif- 
ference between  that  body  and  tlie  house  ol  repie- 
sentativcs,  as  to  the  nuniber  of  major  generals  and 
brigadier  generals  which  should  be  appointed  for  and 
during  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  the  number  to  be 
discharged  at  the  termination.of  that  war. 

*  Allen,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  forciijn 
ns,  prciposed  to  strike  out  the  words,  "the  con- 
1  of  the  war  with  Mexico"  and  insert  "upon 
the  restoration  of  peace."  He  did  not  regard  the 
war  with  Mexico  as  the  only  war  we  might  have  — 
Our  Oregon  difficulties  were  not  settled.  Good  men 
and  wise  men  had  told  us  that  Rnjlanu  would  fi^ht 
for  the  strip  of  country  between  49  and  54  41).  If 
so,  would  she  not  much  sooner  fight  for  the  fine 
country  of  the  Californias.  He  was  against  dis- 
banding the  army  until  he  l;neiv  the  end  of  the  Ore- 
gon question.  It  was  the  duty  of  senators  to  look 
facts  in  the  face,  and  he  called  upon  them  to  be  pre- 
pared for  the  worst. 

Such  remarks,  from  the  chairman  of  the  senate's 
committee  on  foreign  relations,  (usually  thn  organ  of 
the  ad  ministration  in  that  body,)  would,  under  com- 
mon circumstances,  be  looked  upon  as  very  porten- 
tous. 

Mr.  MoREHEAD  was  making  some  observations  on 
the  sulyect,  either  in  reply  to  or  after  Mr.  Allen, 
when, 

The  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SENATE  annouuced  "A 
message  from  the  President." 

Mr.  JIoREHEiD.     Is  it  an  executive  message? 

The  President  replied  that  it  was. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  go  into  execu- 
tive session. 

Mr.  Sevier.  (Audibly.)  "Now  fifty-four  forties, 
come  up  to  the  scratch." 

The  executive  session  was  protracted  to  a  late 
hour,  on  Wednesday,  and  was  resumed  on  Thurs- 
day. 

As  the  message  was  confidential,  nothing  certain, 
of  course,  is  known  of  its  purport,  but  the  general 
impression  is,  that  it  embraced  certain  overtures,  not 
exactly  formal  propositions,  but  an  inquiry  on  the 
part  of  the  British  minister,  Mr.  PiKENHA.M,  wheth- 
er, if  a  proposition  to  settle  the  Oregon  difficulty,  by 
recognizing  the  49^  as  the  division  line  between  the 
United  Stales  and  Great  Britain,  giving  Vancouver's 
Island  to  the  latter,  and  leaving  to  both  countries 
the  navigation  and  harbors  of  the  straits  of  Fuca 
and  of  the  Columbia  river  for  a  certain  number 
of  years. — if  now  offered  by  Great  Britain,  whether 
it  would  be  accepted  by  the  United  States. 

The  president,  it  is  rumored,  has  communicated 
this  inquiry  to  the  senate,  for  their  advice  in  the  pre- 
mises. 

If  these  rumors  prove  to  be  well  founded,  »  e  shall 
very  speedily  hjve  an  adjustment  of  our  disputes 
with  Great  Britain.  The  propositions  are  siibstnn- 
tially  the  same  Ihat  have  repeatedly  been  offered  to 
the  IJriiish  government  by  successive  administrations 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  have  been  as  often  rejected. 

One  ditficully  suggests  itself  in  this  process.  Ac- 
cording to  our  system  of  government,  the  president 
of  the  United  Slates  is  charged  with  the  duly  of 
conduiiing  negotiations  with  foreign  powers.  In 
framing  the  different  depaitments  of  the  government 
and  apportioning  ti  caeli  their  appropriate  powers 
and  duties,  one  of  the  highest  prerogatives  as  well  as 
greatest  responsibilities  entrusted  to  the  executive 
department,  was  that  of  the  initiation  of  the  trea- 
ty making  power.  This  prerogative  was  intrepidly 
asserted  and  mainlairrej  by  President  Washingto.v, 
during  his  administration,  most  fortunately  for  the 
country,  and  we  know  of  no  attempt  at  departure 
from  his  example,  until  the  present.  If  the  reports 
in  circulation,  and  which  arc  repealed  so  generally 
as  to  command  belief,  be  true,  the  president,  instead 
of  maintaining  this  prerogative,  so  essenliji  to  an 
executive  department,  and  as  President  conduct- 
ing the  negotiation  with  a  foreign  power,  would 
seem  to  be  seeking  to  evade  that  duty, — we  will  not 
say,  shrinks  from  the  responsibilities  of  the  office  he 
is  enlruated  with,  and  calls  upon  the  senate  to  direct 
him  in  the  premises.  This  is  certainly  reversing  the 
Vol..  XX.  Sic.  15. 


order  of  lliings — unhinging  the  regular  operation  of 
the  deparluients  of  government,  and  might  prove  a 
very  dangerous  precedent.  Whi^ther  the  senate  will 
undertake  to  assume  ihe  new  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties  which  it  proposes  to  devolve  upon  thein, — iious 


THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  G.  BRITAIN. 
Illeg  VL  Duties — Message,  transmitted  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  U.   States  to  Congress. 

Washingto.v,  May  28,   1840. 

To  tlie  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  under  date  the  26tli  inst, 
from  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  her  Britannic  majesty  to  the  Secretary  of 
Slate,  communicating  a  despatch,  under  date  the  4th 
instant,  received  by  him  from  her  Majesty's  principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  affairs.  From  these 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  claims  of  the  tv/o  governments 
upon  each  other  for  a  return  of  duties  which  had  been 
levied  in  violation  of  the  commercial  convention  of 
181.5  have  been  finally  and  satisfactorily  adjusted.— 
In  making  this  communication,  I  deem  it  proper  to 
express  my  satisfaction  at  the  prompt  manner  in 
which  the  British  government  has  acceded  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  a  speedy 
termination  of  this  affair.  .T.\MES  K.  POLK. 

Washingto.v,  May  26,  1846. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  what  lias  passed  upon  the 
subject  of  the  mutual  settlement  of  claims  on  account 
of  alleged  infractions  on  the  part  of  Great  Britian  and 
the  United  States  respectively,  of  the  commercial  con- 
vention of  1815,  and  more  particularly  to  the  note 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  on  this  sub- 
ject on  the  18th  of  the  present  month,  1  have  now  the 
honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I 
have  received  from  her  Majesty's  principal  Secretary 
of  State  for  foreign  affairs,  from  which  you  will  see, 
sir,  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  not  hesitated 
to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, as  communicated  in  one  of  our  more  recent 
conversations  upon  this  matter,  by  giving  directions  for 
the  payment  of  the  several  claims  on  account  of  the 
duties  levied  on  rougli  rice  imported  into  England  from 
the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servent, 

R.  PAKENHAM. 

The  Hon.  James  Buchan.in,  &c. 

[Enclosuse.]     Foreign  office,  May  4,   1846. 

Sir:  On  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  26th  of 
February  last,  respecting  the  proposed  mutual  settle- 
ment of  claims  on  account  of  alleged  infractions  on 
the  part  of  both  Great  Britian  and  the  United  States, 
of  the  commercial  convention  of  1845,  being  anxious 
to  give  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  a  proof 
of  our  sincere  desire  to  meet  tlieir  wishes,  I  recom- 
mended to  the  lords  commissionei-s  of  her  majesty's 
treasury  to  adopt  the  suggestion  made  to  you  by  the 
United  States  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  carry  at  once 
into  effect  that  part  of  the  arrangment  which  concerns 
Great  Britian,  and  which  relates  to  the  rough  rice 
claimants. 

I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you  that  I 
have  received  a  letter  IVoin  the  treasury,  stating  that 
their  lordships  have  acquiesced  in  the  above  recom- 
mendation, and  that  they  will  give  directions  for  the 
payment  of  the  several  claimants  on  account  of  the 
duties  levied  on  rough  rice,  imported  into  this  country 
from  the  United  States. 

In  communicating  this  decision  to  the  American 
Secretary  of  State,  you  will  state  that  her  majesty's 
government  have  adopted  it  in  full  reliance  upon  the 
readiness  of  the  United  States  government  to  satisfy 
tlie  countervailing  claims  advanced  by  her  majesty's 
government  for  restitution  of  the  excess  of  duties  lev- 
ied in  the  United  States  on  certain  British  goods  ship- 
ped prior  to  the  1st  of  September,  1842,  so  soon  as 
tliose  claims  shall  have  been  produced  and  investiga- 
ted.    I  am,  &.C.,  ABERDEEN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Richard  Pakenhaji,  &c. 


P03  I  SCRIPT. 

iO-niGIILY  IMPORT.XNT.  ACCEPTANCE 
OF  MR.  I'AICENIIAM'S  OREGO.V  PROPOSI- 
TION ADVISED  BY  THE  UNHED  STATES 
:^E\ATE. 

Iniellittcnce  has  just  readied  us  from  Washington, 
announeint!  ihat  by  a  vote  of  only  seven  disseniing  voi, 
COS,  the  senate  lost  evening  advsed  the  President  to  ac- 
cept the  prepositions  offered  by  the  British  minister  for 
ihc  sctllemenl  of  Oregon. 

The  peopla  of  boib  couniries,  ihe  Christian  family, 
li:ive  cniiee  of  solemn  thank fulneiia  in,  that  the  horrors 
of  war  are  averted,  and  the  blessings  of  peace  restored. 

General  Gaines. — The  course  pursued  by  Gen. 
Gaines  in  calling  out  troops,  appointing  officers,  &c., 
has  warm  advocates.  In  the  debate  which  look 
place  in  the  United  .States  senate  on  Friday  last,  he 
was  advocated  by  senators  belonging  to  both  parties 
and  as  warmly  censured  by  senators  belonging  to 
both  parties.     The  dt  bale    was  certainly  premature 

and    had    better    be    forgotlen    than    registered. 

Ihe  information  called  for  has  been  commuicated, 
and  will  speedily  be  published.  Readers  will  be 
competent  lo  judge  from  Ihe  documents.  They  speak 
intelligibly  enough  for  themselves. 

The  legislature  of  Louisiana,  on  the  29th  ult., 
passed,  by  acctainalion,  rescdulions  of  "thanks"  to 
General  Gaines,  for  his  general  military  conduct, 
and  especially  "for  his  unfaltering  devotion  to  the 
Interest  of  his  country,  and  the  honor  and  glory  of 
the  national  flag  throughout  the  course  ol  the  diffi- 
culties of  our  federal  government  with  Mexico." 

The  New  Orleans  papers  also  warmly  vindicate 
General  Gaines,  and  severely  censure  the  admin- 
istration for  their  treatment  of  "the  gallant  old  sol- 
dier." The  Bee,  referring  to  what  it  calls  secreta- 
ry Marcy's  "gratuitous  and  wanton  insult"  offered 
to  General  Gaines,  in  enclosing  to  him  in  a  blank 
envelope  the  letters  to  governors  of  certain  stales, 
countermanding  some  of  his  requisitions,  says:  "This 
final  achievement  is  a  filling  copestone  lo  the  struc- 
ture of  his  reputation— a  brilliant  feat  in  admira- 
ble keeping  with  his  splendid  and  useful  career. — 
Truly  honorable,  magnanimous,  and  high  banded 
in  this  last  exploit.  The  insolence  of  office  never 
conceived  or  profitted  by  a  finer  opportunity  for 
putting  a  gross  indignity  upon  a  brave  and  chitalrous 
soldier." 

A  leller  from  New  Orleans  says:  "The 'disband- 
ed mounted  gun-men,'  which  were  being  raised  un- 
der Colonel  Lafayette  Saunders,  and  who  had  been 
at  great  expense  in  procuring  equipments,  &c., 
have  held  several  meetings  to  express  their  indig- 
nation at  Ihe  conduct  of  the  war  department,  in  re- 
jecting their  services.  Tlieir  disappointment  seems 
lo  have  been  very  great,  and  they  express  it  in  no 
measured  terms. 

General  Taylor's  official  reports,  of  the  bat- 
tles ol  the  8lh  and  9th  of  May,  have  been  received 
at  Washington,  but  not  yet  published.  Despatches 
from  him  dated  Matamoros,  ]8lh,  20lh,  2l6t,  and 
24th  May,  giving  an  account  of  the  retreat  of  the 
Mexicans  and  of  his  having  taken  possession  of  Ma- 
lamoros,  displaying  the  American  flag  over  "Fort 
Paredes,"  and  referring  to  the  embarrassments  which 
General  Gaines'  requisition  for  other  volunteers  than 
had  been  asked  for  in  his.  Gen.  Taylor's  requisition, 
&c.,  &c.,  reached  us  to^  late  for  iuserlion  in  this 
number. 

The  lAgishiture  of  the  State  of  Lovisuxnu,  appropriat- 
ed by  acclamation,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  five  hundred 
dollars,  for  the  purchase  of  a  sword  on  behalf  of  the 
State,  to  be  presented  to  Gen.  Taylor  as  a  token  of 
the  universal  admiration  with  which  the  people  of 
that  State  view  his  indomitable  courage,  bravery, 
nd  consununate  skill,  as  displayed  in  achieving  two 
brilliant  victories.  A  deputation  from  the  Legisla- 
ture were  directed  to  proceed  to  General  Taylor's 
head  quarters  to  present  the  sword  and  resouitions  of 
approbation  to  the  General,  aud  have  proceeded 
accordingly. 
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TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

Canada  TRauE.  The  U.  States  Drawback  laxos,  are 
said  to  be  producing  a  cliange  in  tlie  course  of  the  Ca- 
nadian trade  that  excites  much  attentian.  Instead  of 
the  light  articles  of  merchandize  being  attracted  by 
this  new  route,  tlie  heavy  article  of  sugar  has  taken 
the  lead. 

At  Oswego,  on  the  15tli  of  May,  there  was  waiting 
shipment  twelve  hundred  tons  of  sugar  intended  for  the 
Canadian  trade.  With  the  duties  and  drawback  charg- 
es in  Nevf  York,  river,  caijals,  and  to  cross  the  lake, 
it  is  understood  that  sugars  from  the  West  1  ndies  are 
laid  down  in  Kingston,  and  other  points  on  Lake  On- 
tirio,  one  cent  per  pound  cheaper  that  by  the  long, 
roundabout  voyage  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  The  New 
York  Canals,  and  in  fact  all  the  commercial  interests 
of  this  city,  are  much  benefited  by  the  operation  of  this 
law,  which  from  its  origin,  has  ever  been  considered 
as  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  New  York.  The 
extension  of  this  system  before  C'ongrcss,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  pass  at  once,  giving,  a,s  it  will,  new  sour- 
ces of  business  to  the  merchants  of  the  city. — Buff-  Mf, 

Trade  or  B.^ltimore. — Arrivals  during  the  month 
of  May,  1846: 

Ships.   Barques:  Brigs.   Schr. 

4  2  18      13 

4  7  17      84 


From  foreign  ports, 
coastwise. 


Total  8         9  35      97 

Total  of  foreign  arrivals  37,  coastwise  112 — whole 

number  149;  of  which  133  were  American,  9  British, 

4  Bremen,  1  French,  1  Spanish,  and  1  Norwegian. 
Number  of  clearances  to  foreign  ports  during  the 

same   period:  Ships    11,   barques  3,  brigs  22,  schrs. 

14 — total  50;  of  which  37  were  Ameiican,-7  British, 

4  Bremen,  1  French,  and  1  Spanish. 

Exports  to  London The  Ship   Hermann,  Captain 

Charles  Welsh,  cleared  at  this  port  on  the  30th  ult 
by  Robert  Leslie,  Esq.,  owner,  with  the  following 
cargo,  viz.  5,581  barrels  of  Flour;  431  bags  of  Corn; 
8  bags  Peas;  5  bags  Buckwheat;  2000  Hams  in  bags, 
6  tons  Sassafras  root;  100  sides  Leather,  fee. 


NATIONAL   AFFAIRS. 


Aemt 

Companies  H.  and  F,  of  the  4th  U.  S.  artillery,  180 
men,  under  command  of  Majs.  Gardner,  Capt.  Bain 
bridge,  Lieuts.  Phelps,  Reins,  Hill  and  Porter  and  ac- 
companied by  Maj  Brown,  embarked  from  Fortress 
Monroe  on  board  the  barque  Catherine,  for  Point  Is- 
abel.   One  company  remains  to  garrison  Old  Point. 

NATAL     JOURNAL. 

Promotions. — The  U.  S.  Gazette,  expresses  hopes 
that  nominations  of  navy  officers  to  supply  the  stations 
lately  filled  by  Commodores  Elliott,  Crane,  and  Ren- 
shaw,  will  not  be  much  longer  delayed.  There  is  of 
course  some  impatience  in  the  ranks  of  officers  that 
would  be  entitled  to  promotion,  at  having  their  just 
claims  so  long  deferred. 

J>nj  Dock  at  Brooklyn. — This  noble  work  is  pro- 
gressing as  rapidly  as  the  appropriations  will  allow, 
under  the  supcrintendance  of  the  engineer,  Mr.  Mc- 
Alpin,  a  large  portion  of  the  excavation  being  already 
completed.  The  vast  force  pumps  for  clearing  the 
docks  of  water,  are  sunk  within  seven  feet  of  the 
bottom  of  the  intended  excavation,  and  the  earth  is 
being  very  rapidly  removed,  by  the  means  of  machinery 
driven  by  a  steam  engine  of  twenty  five  horse  power. 
It  is  computed  that  three  years  will  yet  elapse  before 
this  magnificent  basin  liill  be  completed,  as  the  entire 
interior  of  the  structure  is  to  be  lined  with  massive 
masonry,  each  stone  averaging  nearly  three  tons,  and 
laid  in  hydraulic  cement.  The  contracts  for  the  stone 
work  are  now  closed,  that  for  the  facing  being  taken 
by  Messrs  J.  Gonder,  .Ir.  &  Co.,  of  Lancaster,  Pa., 
and  the  rubble  being  furnished  by  Messrs.  Kicljardsk 
Van  Wart,  of  New  York  city,  at  an  aggregate  amouni 
of  about  'Jil  25.000.  The  facing  is  to  be  of  granite, 
from  Sullivan  Island,  on  the  coast  of  Maine,  and  tlie 
rubble  of  stone  from  the  Highland  quarries,  on  the 
North   Uiver.     The  facing   stone   will  eacli  one  be 

dressed  to  a  pattern  furnished  by  the   Government 

When  completed,  the  dock  will  be  some  oOO  feet  in 
length,  with  a  breadth  of  108  feet,  aqd  will  be 
Bufficiently  capacious  to  receive  the  largest  three  decker 
afloat. — A".  1'.  JViu).i, 

The   Giii.K  Squadron — The  Cumberland,  United 
States  frigate,  leaving  the  broad  pendant  of  Commo- 


dore Conner,  and  the  Potomac  frigate,  arrived  at 
Pensacola  on  the  29th  May,  from  the  Rio  del  Norte, 
oft'  which  they  left  the  U.  S.  brig  Lawrence. 

Additions  to  the  Navv. — The  Bonito,  Petrel,  and 
Rff/(T,  three  schooners  which  were  recently  built  at 
New  York  for  Mexico,  not  having  been  paid  for,  have 
been  sold  by  their  buildei-s  to  the  United  States 
government,  delivered  at  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard, 
and  will  be  forthwith  armed  and  despatched  to  the 
Gulf, — under  command  of  Lieutenants  Shaw,  Sterret, 
and  Purviancc. 

Two  Steamers,  built  also  at  the  same  port  for  the 
Mexican  government,  have  likewise  been  purchased 
by  our  government,  and  will  be  ready  for  delivery  in 
about  a  mouth. 

The   Brooklyn  Navt   Yard,  is  all   bustle The 

sloop  .Many,  win  be  launched  in  aboul    two  weeks. 

The  splendid  picture,  presented  by  the  Albanians  in 
honor  of  her  name,  has  arrived,  and  will  shortly 
occupy  a  conspicuous  place  in  her  cabin.  A  Norlh 
River  sloop  was  engaged  on  Saturday  morning  in 
landing  some  eight  or  ten  Paixhan  guns  from  the 
West  Point  Foundry,  probably  intended  for  the  Al- 
bany.    Workmen   are    likewise  engaged  in   making 

ready  the  store  ship  Relief  and  the   sloop  Boston 

Nothing  is  said  about  preparing  the  frigate  Macedon- 
ian, Lexington,  or  the  frigate  Sabine,  the  latter  of 
which  is  on  the  stocks.  There  are  now  some  eight 
hundred  additional  hands  of  all  kinds  who  have  been 
placed  in  employment  since  the  arrival  of  recent 
orders  for  fitting  out  the  government  vessels. 

The  Mexican  Steamers — Montezuma  and  Guadal- 
mipe. — A  slip  from  the  oflSce  of  the  Charleston 
Courier,  dated  May  31st  says— The  schooner  F.  A. 
CVown,  four  and  a  half  days  from  Havana,  reports 
that  the  two  Mexican  steamers.  Montezuma  and 
Guadaloupe,  had  escaped  from  Vera  Cruz  and  arrived 
at  Havana  under  English  colors  on  the  24th  ult.  in  6 
days. 

Venezuela.— S/eBiners  on  the  Orinoco.— We  find 
in  the  New  Orleans  Tropic  an  interesting  article  in 
relation  to  a  project  now  on  foot  to  establish  Aineri. 
can  steamboats  on  the  great  river  Orinoco,  in  Vene- 
zuela, ll  appears  thai  an  ofler  was  made  about  a 
year  since  by  ihe  government,  proposing  to  grant  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  navigating  the  river  Orinoco, 
with  steamers,  to  such  persons  or  company,  as  wouM 
stipulate  to  put  sleamers  in  operation  there  within  a 
given  lime.  This  ofler  resulted  in  Ihe  grant  to  Ves- 
pasian Ellis,  esq.,  late  charge  d'aliaires  al  Caraccas 
of  impoilanl  privileges  in  furtherance  of  the  object 
in  view.  II  IS  staled  that  the  grant  is  exclusive  for 
the  period  of  In-enly  Iko  years  to  Mr.  Ellis,  and  his 
assigns  and  he  has  the  privilege  of  firuwood  and 
timber  from  the  government  lands  bordering  on  the 
river,  during  the  whole  term.  Tie  boats,  machine- 
ry, and  other  property  engaged  in  the  navigation,  are 
lu  be  free  Irom  all  taxes  or  contributions  lo  llie  gov- 
ernment, and  an  an.ple  guaranty  is  given  for  the  pro- 
leclion  of  said  properly.  Eighteen  months  are  al- 
lowed to  Mr.  Ellis  lo  fulfil  his  stipulations. 

The  Orinoco  is  one  of  the  largesl  rivers  in  South 
America,  and  is  navigable  1,500  or  2,000  miles  and 
lis  boruers  contain  the  richest  lands  on  the  South 
American  continent.  It  is  the  natural  outlet  for  the 
produclions  of  three  fourths  of  Venezuela,  a  larse 
part  of  western  Brazil,  and  of  the  caslein  pan  of 
New  Granada,  its  head  waters  reaching  lo  a  point 
within  100  miles  of  Bogota.  "  -    poini 

The  Orinoco  is  to  Venezuela,  what  the  MisMssinpi 
river  is  lo  the  United  Stales.     It  has  never  yel  b 


country  by  land  instead  of  ascending  the  river.'  We 
are  informed  by  the  Tropic  that  it  is  ihe  plan  of  Mr. 
Ellis  to  form  a  company  with  a  capital  of  some  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  lo  send  two  or  three  steam- 
ers to  Angostura,  for  the  purpose  of  navigating  the 
Orinoco  and  branches,  and  to  form  a  comme'rcial 
connexion  with  New  Orleans,  by  means  of  three  or 
four  large  schooners,  to  run  from  that  port  to  Angos- 
tura. 


STEAMERS. 


The  competition  between  France,  Great  Britain, 
and  the  United  Slates,  for  superiority  in  the  new' 
scheme  of  mnrilimc  power,  and  of  commercial  advan- 
tages, which  the  application  of  steam  lo  navigation  is 
rapidly  developing,  we  look  upon  as  of  the  very  first 
interest,  as  to  the  destinies  of  the  nations  we  have 
named. 

Great  Britain,  for  centuries,  has  bent  all  her  vast 

energies  to  the  altaininent   of  naval  superiority 

Her  ships  were  in  fact  "the  wooden  ivall^^DId 
England."  Her  victories  in  long  conlesl^HTars 
gradually  gave  her  the  trident;  disputed,  first  wTTh  Ihe 
Spaniards,  whose  power  upon  Ihe  ocean  was  almost 
undisputed  prior  to  the  destruction  by  a  storm,  of 
the  vast  Armada  wH\\  which  ihey  were  aboul  lo  in- 
vade England;  next,  with  the  Dutch,  whose  fleet  some 
two  hundred  years  ago  proceeded  up  the  Thames, 
and  threatened  the  destruction  of  London;  next  with 
the  French,  whose  fleets  during  the  last  three  gen- 
eral wars  in  Europe  were  often  very  nearly  a  match 
for  Iheir  proud  opponents. 

Al  the  close  of  Ihe  American  war,  aided  by  Ihe 
Spaniards  and  Americans,  the  British  superiority  at 
sea  was  even  for  a  while  overmatched.  Their  fleets 
were  unable  to  relieve  Cornwallis'arniy  in  Ihe  Ches- 
apeake. The  victory  of  Admiral  Rodney,  in  1782, 
again  secured  them  their  sway,  &c.  The  victory  of 
Lord  Howe,  on  the  Isl  of  June,  1794,  decided  Ihe 
naval  preponderance  for  the  long  contest  between 
France  and  England  ihal  ensued.  The  French  re 
pealed  eflbri  after  cfibrl  lo  regain  an  equality,— in 
vain.  British  superiority  was  manifested  in  every 
general  fight,  and  the  battles  of  the  Nile  and  Trafal- 
gar ended  the  naval  contest.  The  ocean  was  proudly 
claimed  as 

"Britain's  wide  domain. 
And  not  a  sail,  but  by  permission,  spread." 

At  this  moment  a  new  champion  is  seen  lo  enter 
the  lists,  the  "clean  built"  "clipper"  with  a  little 
bit  of  "striped  bunting"  al  the  mast  head.  On  her 
broad  pendant  floated  "Free  trade  and  Sailors' 
RIGHTS," — as  proudly  as  if  all  the  navy  of  Great 
Britain  had  been  overwhelmed  in  the  Red  sea,  in- 
stead ol  riding  as  they  were  in  iriumph  over  every 
other  maritime  power.  The  right  of  impressing  sea- 
men into  Ihe  British  service  from  Ihe  decks  of  an 
American  vessel,  was  claimed  and  had  been  exer- 
cised. Sailors'  rights  on  American  decks  were  nev- 
er again  to  be  so  outraged.  1  he  world  looked  on  lo 
admire  how  gallantly  the  young  Hercules  grappled 
with  superior  force,  and  brought  down  the  "Red 
Cross"  from  its  lowering  height.  A  few  such  ad- 
monitory hints  were  adminislered  with  obvious  ben. 
efit  lo  mankind.  John  Bull  was  set  lo  work  again 
lo  find  out  how  to  maintain  a  supremacy  upon  the 
ocean,  whieh  the  moment  before  he  had  congratu- 
lated himsell  upon  having  so  eflectually  secured. 

And  now  again,  comes  a  new  element  into  the 
coiiteal.  All  the  perfection  whii  h  it  had  cost  centu- 
ries lo  acquire  in  maritime  conslruclion — all  the  su- 
periority which  larger  fleets  and  heavier  ships  and 
metal  gave  to  Greal  Brilain,  threatens  to  become  of 
no  avail.  "Those  restless  Yankees  have  contrived 
to  apply  steam  power  lo  navigation.  Our  swiftest 
sailors  will  soon  be  overhauled.  Our  heaviest  ships 
will   lie  at  the   mercy  of  mere  machinery.     Our  i 


naviiraud  with  sicimprs   i.,.i  ii   « 7       7        ■"  ,  '"   "=  »""e   mercy  oi   mere  macnmcry.     Uur   n- 

'^r^::l::^:^:;;,'::ti:^::zi:'^:^^  ^;;:^:-r"  -"^^  "'"^'^'  -  .tnk^uieirdag 

'Ihe  Yankees,  afler  showing  the   track,   lell  the 
rest  of  Ihe  world  to  follow  in  Iheir  wake  ot   iin- 


ra,  a  port  of  entry,  aljout  200  miles  from  its  mouth, 
and  keel  boats  are  now  used  above  Angostura  as  in 
limes  pasl  they  were  used  in  our  own  majestic  Mis- 
sissippi. Angostura  is  the  third  town  in  size  in  Ve- 
mziiela,  and  coiilaius  several  thousand  inhabit  nls 
Large  quantities  of  coflee,  cotton,  cocoa  indiuo 
hides,  &c.,  are  annually  sliippcl  f,om  Angostura  to 
diHerenl  parts  ol  the  world,  and  all  Ihcse  come  down 
the  Orinoco,  al  present,  in  keel  boats.  Angostura 
has  increased,  «e  observe  from  statistical  reports, 
nearly  threelold  in  her  exports  in  the  pasl  leii  jears 
while  her  imports  have  nol  increased  durir.g  thai  pc- 
nod,  owing,  as  it  is  staled,  to  the  fact,  that  it  is  e.\. 
ceediiigly  dirticiilt  to  ascend  the  river  above  the  An- 
gostura, with  keel  boals,  the  current  being  very 
strong,  and  of  course,  few  goods  can  now  be  carried 
up  the  river  lo  the  interior.  It  is  also  said  that  goods 
consumed  on  the  Orinoco,  Irom  aOO  to  1,000  miles 
above  Angostura,  are  now  imported  at  Laguayra  and 
i  ort  Cabello,  and  carried  some  400  miles  <im.K  the  |  occur 


provemenla. 

The  maritime  powers  ol  Europe  quickly  perceived 
''  ■    importance  of   this   discovery.     France    seized 


upon  It  al  once  as  the  readiest  means  lor  her  lo 
bring  up  her  leeway,  and  come  again  along  side  of 
her  old  opponent,  in  a  contest  for  snpiemacj  at  sea. 
Look  at  the  duke  de  Joinville's  recent  publications 
lor  an  account  ol   the  progress  France  has  made  in 

the  conslruclion  and  perlcction  of  naval  steamers 

Guizol  has  recently  called  fur  additional  naval 
suaineis.  Brilain  has  had  an  c^e  to  the  French  na- 
val conslruclion,  and  lakes  special  care  lo  keep  ahead 
with  her  naval  sleamers. 

Entire  new  navies — new  schools,  for  both  navigat- 
ing and  fighting,  were  to  he  established  and  a  new 
education  acquired  in  both  spheres. 

The  first  conflict  in  these  new  spheres,  is  yet  lo 
We   know   nothing   whatever  by   experience 
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of  steam  marilime  warfare.  When  llie  steam  ves. 
sel  c. lines  to  be,  Irie.l  iii  Ihe  luj  of  war,— some  im- 
thooglu  of  secrets  will  be  ascertaine.l— some  defects 
become  obvious — some  improvements  will  su-.;4esi 
themselves.  Sieara  naval  po.ver  is  jet  in  its  infancy. 
The  United  Slates  government  have  expended  some 
money  in  experiments,  but  nothino;  like  a  satisfacto- 


VOLUNTEERS. 


Tlie   ditfieullies    which    were    I  ireseen 
out  in  ihe  first  recep'iin  "f  inielliaeuce  ihit  requisi 
from  ditTerent  nuihon'ics  wer*   l)eini;   made   f-ir   voliiu- 
leers,   are   now   developed,   exactly   as  predicted.     Go- 
vernment finds  iliom  exceedingly  embarrassin?.  the  stale 
aulhoriiies  scarcely    leis  so,  mid    the   volunteers  ihem- 


ry  result  has  yet  been  arrived  at  in  her  steam  ships  1  gpjves  are  provoked  and  disiiearreued  at  ihe  onset,  hy 
of  wcr.  The  Mississippi,  the  Missouri,  and  the  an  evident  wnni  of  proper  nrrnnsemcul  in  the  premises. 
Princeton  have  had   the  advanlaie  of  the  science  of  |  iMeaniime  oiricers  of  die  iiniiv   heroiofore  higii  in  e-ni- 


he  staled  thil  Ihe  Madison  bonk  had  offered  to  place 
glO.llltn  to  his  credit  for  supplvini;  volunteers,  hut 
and  poinied  Ihe  hid  scruples  about  his  rii^ht  to  accept  it.  Ho 
H'ould  consider  of  the  proposition  further,  and,  in 
case  the  bank  would  aijree  to  advance  and  look  only 
to  the  (]nitcd  Slates  for  payment,  he  did  not  know 
but  ho  would  accept  it!  Before  this  speech,  says  the 
statement,  soma  were  determineil  to  volunteer,  but 
they  were  discoiirai;cd  and  did  uit  olijr. 


this   country  and  have  been  modified  over  and  over. 
All  is  yet  experiment. 

The  Yankees,  however,  are  in  the  meantime  pro- 
gressing with  their  schools  of  education  in  this  intri 
cate  science.     They  started  first,  showed  others  Ihe  , 
way,   and   contrive  lo   keep  ahead    as  to   the  general  1^'"" 
science.     They  build  the    handsomest  steamers  that 


malion,  are  In  lie  overliauled,  perhaps,  court  uiartialled. 

iiisleod  of  heinir  in   enmni  inJ  .it  a  inomenl  when  and 

where  iheir  experience  and  miliiary  knowledge  oiighl  lo 

be  nv;iihible  to  ilie  country. 
The  Missouri  voi,unti;krs,  nr  radier,  the  St,  JmuU  k- 
umtierin"  "IIO   men.  prompllv   assembled  under 
nd   of  Col.    .-X.    II.   Eislon,  under  (Jen.  G.iinrs' 

rcqnisiiion  to  aid  (ieii.  Tuylir  on  the  Rio  Granil 


iinded 


float — the  fasti  St  steamers  that   float — and  will  find  I  mierly  conf 

out  perhaps  how  lo  build  ttie  siri  n^est  and  most  im- 
pregnable steamers  that  are   hereafter  to  decide  the 

supremacy  of  the  sea. 

One  of  the  main  objects  which  the  British  govern- 
^ment  have  in  view  it  is  plain  enough,  is,  lo  acquire 
'not  only  steam  maritime  superiority  in  war,  but,  and 

as  the  main  stay  for  llial  superiority,  a  steam  mari- 
time superiority  in  peace — by  which  alone  her  com- 

nifrci.tl  superiority  can   be  attained.     She  is  deter- 
mined  to  have   a  monopoly  of  mail  boats, — thereby 

commanding  the  greatest  facility  for  intercourse,  and 

through  the  advantages  nhicli  that  will  gain  them  to 

secure  the  carrying  trade   as  well  as   the  markets  of 

the  ports  ot  the  v\orld. 

New  and  formidable  elements  are  thus  introduced 

into   the  commercial    world.     Mail  monopolies   are 

spread    beyond    the  "Realm,"  and    propose  to  throw 

their   cobweb  meshes  over   all  the  corld.     Govern- 

menls  come  into  competition  with  private  eiiterprize 

for   the   carrying   trade.     Soon    they  will   enter  the 

markets  lor  all  kinds  of  speculations.     The  present 

summer,   if  peace   is   maintained   between  England 

and  the  United  States,    will  witness  a    heavy  British 

steamer  leaving  regularly  our   ports  and  the  British  j  companies  of  iiituniry,  and 

ports  every  Saturday, — with    mails  which    will  pass  |  lendered  lo  the  aoverunr.     Ihi 

the  Atlantic  in  less  time  than  it  required  a  few  years 

ago  for  tlie  United  States  mail  to  reach  Boston  from 

the    seat  of  goveinment.     They   will    accommodate 

at  the  same  lime  hundreds  of  passengers,  and  take 

thousands  of  tons  of  treiglit. 


nfinned   that   under  in- 
rom   Ihe  war  depurimeni.  General  Gaines' 
requisition  would   not  be  recognized.,  and  ihiit   coiise- 
qiienlly  they  could    not   be  mustered  into   the  U.  Stales 
service.     After  endeavoring  in  vain  to  reco.icile  ihe  dil- 
tieidiy,  the   lejjion   spiritedly  resolved   lo  embark  for  the 
Rio  Grande  on  ilieir  own  hoik,  a. id  had  made  urrani;e- 
menis  lo  leave  on  Ihe  23d  iilt.     Jusi  as  iliey  were  leav- 
ing. Col.  Campbell  received  a  letter  from  Gov.  Edwards, 
then  in  Washington,  staling  ihat   Gen.  Gnines'  requisi- 
lion  on   Missouri  had   been'  approved    by  llie  presideni, 
and  Ihe  volnnieers  that  had  siiirlcd    would  be  uccepied. 
but  the   president   desired  that  all  who  liad  not  started , 
would  bedeuiined  lor  the  expedilion   against  Sania  Fe. 
Volunieers  for  Sania  Fe,  are  pouring  into  St.  Lnuis. 
Kentucky  vollmf.ers.     The  Louisville  legion,  ap- 
pear ID  have  been  loo  quick  tor  iho  counter  orders  from 
the    war   depaiiment.     At  least   they  were  oft' lor  New 
Orleans  in  viruie  of  the  impulse,  if  not  of  Gen.  Gaines' 
reqiiisiiion.     Thev  will  eonlnve  to  gel  ihemsel  ves   mus- 
icred   into   Ihe   United   Slates  service,   we   hope,  under 
some  consliiuiional   clause  or  other.     Gen.  Gaines'  re- 
quifiiioH  was  recognized  by  Gov.  O-vsley  on  the  ITdi  of 
May,  and  volnnieers  on  that  day  were  called  for.     The 
Fro'iildori  Commoniee«(rt,  of  ihc  26i:i,  s  lys:  "The  reqm 
been  met.     Before  12  o'clock  on   Monday,  13 
f  cavalry   had  been 
?rnor  accei»ted  them 
n  the  order  in  which  ihey  lendered  themselves,  so  that 
ihere    are     three    superfluous   companies   of    intaniry. 
while  hut  one  cooiiiany  of  cavalry  remains  to  be  ten- 
dered 10  fill  up  the  requisiiion." 

Ten.nessee      Over   five  thousand  volunteers  have  of- 
for  ih( 


Ohio  volunteeks.     The  req  lisilion  on  litis  state 
was  for  three  regiments,  9,400  men. 

Cincin>:n(i  promptly  responded,  by    parading   the 
following  companies- 
Cincinnati  Greys,  numbering 
Montgomery  Guards, 
\Vashingloii  Cadets, 
Morgan  Rifleman, 
German  Volunteer  Companies, 


80 
160 


_,  ....  ..  ..     L     I  fered  iheir  services  already  to  the  govern     , 

The  question  is,— and  it  is  a  question  not  to  be  Lj^g^jj,^  m,,ce  the  number  the  siaie  is  to  furnish.  Ex- 
blinked  or  postponed, — shall  the  United  Slates  aban-  1  governor  Jones,  (the  late  whig  candidate,)  is  raising  vo 
don  the  mail  monopoly — ihe  transport  ol  passenger,'  ' 


lunteers. 

Texas.  Gov.  Henderson  and  a  portion  of  his  staff 
left  for  ihe  Rio  Grande  on  ihe  19ih  uli. 

A  splendid  company  of  volnnieers  from  Montgomery, 
under  C.ipiain  (laie  Colonel)  J-i.  Bennet,  left  Galvesion 
lor  the  Rio  Grande  on  die  29:h  ull.  A  company  of 
about  sixty  mounted  riflemen,  under  the  command  ol 
Capl.  Early,  had  started  from  Washington  county  for 
Ihe  Rio  Grande;  another  companj  was  to  follow  in  a 
few  days. 

Route  of  ^'oluvteers.  A  general  order  from  'he 
headquarters  of  the  aimy,  at  Wa.shingion,  under  dale 
of  the  19ih  May,  ilius  si.eeifies  the  desiiualion  and  rouies 
of  the   quoias   of  voluuieera   called    from   the    western 


— the  freight  of  merchandise — tlie  advantages  of 
foreign  m.irkets,  to  the  British — or  to  the  French  — 
or  lo  any  power  upon  earth.*  Or  shall  she  enter  the 
ocean  of  contest  lor  her  own  fair  share  in  all  these 
advantage;.' 

The  English  and  French,  as  well  as  some  others 
of  the  European  governments  have  taken  measures 
to  enlist  the  agency  of  commercial  men,  and  of  iheir 
enterprising  associations  and  individuals,  as  well  as 
the  money  of  iheircapilalisls,  in  csiablishin,.;  lines  of 
mail  steamers  built  upon  a  plan  which  will  enable 
them  to  be  easily  converted  into  war  steamers. — 
1  his  is  making  commerce  subsidiary  lo  war — and  by 
partaking  in  the  expenses,  profits,  and  risks  of  these 
enterprizes,  tiie  governments  qnil  their  legitimate 
sphere  of  merel)  governing,  and  enter  into  the  co;n- 
petilion  for  trade.  I'hal  commerce  will  be  monopo- 
lized by  goveriiinenls  one  of  these  days,  we  would 
not  predict,  but  if  governments  mix  io  the  markets  of 
trade  and  ipectUation,  to  any  material  extent,  the  peo- 
ple will  not  find  their  interests  promoted  by  the  pro- 
cess.  Goveriimeuta  should  be  restricted  to  iheir  le- 
gitimate purposes.  Tnis  is  a  mailer  of  profound  in 
teres!  to  the  people  of  England  as  well  as  the  people 

"^The  Un"?e7s;ates  government  have  been  duly  at- 1  the'^^rns^s^'balfohorwhic'irwrn'  recnve^in^rru'c'i'lonl  I  cover,      fhe  word    noAr    is,  they   must    wait   the  ar 
tent.ve  to   the  subjecf  in  hand.     A  law  pas-ed  con- 1  ibrough  Brcvej  Brigadier  General  .^irbnckle,  all  ihe  oiher  1  rival  of  gen.  Wool.  There  i.  great  lault  somewhere 

gress  some  linio  since  authorizing  contracts  for  mail  | 

steamers,   and  measures    were   taken   lo    have   then 


'The  rcoiments  of  cavalry  or  niounied  men  called 
for  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  will,  from  their  re- 
speciive  siate-iendez'ous,  take  up  iheir  line  of  march, 
hy  Ihe  hesi  rout  s,  rtn  .'Vlemphis.  Liirle  Rock,  on  the 
Arkansas,  Fnlion,on  ihe  Red  river,  and  Robins'  Ferrv, 
on  ihe  Triiiiiy  river,  Ujioo  San  Antonio  de  Bexar.  Tex- 
as. "The  regiments  of  cavalry  or  mounted  men  called  1  army."  Ttie  voluriti 
for  from  Arkansas,  will,  from  na  state  rendezvous  (say)  ,  oeea  mustered  into 


Total,  900 

DilUculties  were  eneonntcred  as  to  meeting  ex- 
penditures. The  Ohio  Eife  Insurance  and  Trust 
Company  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  governor  of  the 
stale  Ihe  sum  of  $10,000  to  meet  the  immediate  de- 
mands in  filling  out  the  volunteers. 

The  quto  of  the  state  was  filled  up.  The  Cincin- 
nati Gazelle  on  announcing  the  fact,  adds — "We 
regret  to  learn  Ihat  arrangements  supposed  to  have 
been  completed  for  passing  the  troops  here  into  the 
ce  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  the  prompt 
supply  of  volunteers  by  the  general  government, 
have  failed,  and  that  major  Tompkins  declines  fur- 
nishing supplies,  or  to  pay  for  those  heretofore  fur- 
nished. The  stale  officers,  therefore,  continue  to 
perform  these  duties. 

Why  is  the  burthrn  thrown  upon  the  state  officers? 
Why  this  disregard  by  the  war  deparlinent  of  the 
wants  of  men  invited  in  its  behalf  into  Ihe  service  of 
the  country.'  These  volunteers  are  United  States 
troops,  broiight  into  service  under  the  law  of  the  U. 
States.  The  action  of  the  state  executive  has  been 
invoked  lo  facilitate  the  raising  these  troops  for  the 
United  States,  not  for  the  state.  The  governor  has 
acted  promptly  with  means  procured  of  individuals 
and  state  institutions — no  means  whatever  having 
been  furnished  by  the  war  department,  though  con- 
gress had  placed  $10,000,000  at  the  disposal  of  the 
president,  for  the  express  purpose  of  raising  and  sup- 
plying this  foroe.  "rtie  action  of  the  slate  governors 
and  other  stJie  officers  is  i;ratuiious  as  it  regards  the 
general  government.  I  he  act  of  congress  confers  no 
authority  and  imposes  no  obligation  upon  state  of- 
ficers. Why,  then,  are  they  a~ked  to  assume  these 
onerous  duties?  And  why,  if  these  duties  are  readily 
assumed,  and  the  deparlnv-'nl  relieved,  are  they  left 
to  raise  means  as  best  Ihey  may.'  Surely,  if  asked  to 
perform  these  duties,  they  should  be  supplied  with 
means.  There  is  culpable  negligence  somewhere. 
Major  Tompkins,  of  the  quarter  master's  depart- 
ment of  the  army,  has  been  heie  some  days,  but  for 
some  reasons  unknown  lo  us,  refuses  to  relieve  or 
provide  for  ttie  troops  in  camp!  The  law  provides  a 
method  of  mustering  the  volunteei-s  into  the  service 
of  the  United  Stales.  This  has  been  complied  with. 
The  law  expressly  provides,  that  when  mustered 
into  service  iliese  volunteers  shall  be  subject  lo  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  shall  be  "in  all  re- 
spects, except  as  lo  clothing  and  pay,  placed  on  the 
same  tooling  witli  similar  corps  in  the  United  States 
of  camp  Washington  have 
and  hare  taken  the  oalh 


Washington,  take   the  same   route   from  Fulton  to  San  Uncording  to  law.     They  are   entitled   to  subsistence 
Antonio  de  Bexar.  r         i.-  i  j  ,   from  the  United  States   mosl   clearly.      Under  wha 

•Exeeplina  one  regriient  of  the  Kejitneky  and  one  ol  ^^^^  ^^     |.^|„  ^  j^^,     ^^   ^g  g^pp|^  ,(,em  is  neglect 

the   Illinois  quotas  ot  (ool-to   which  General  Woo   is    ^  ^^^■     ^         „/„  slate,  we    are  unable  to  dis 

char,-ed  with  giving  diirerentouies,  and. aisoexcepliog  rhe  wor.l    now    is   lh«.   most    wait    the  ar 


and    baltalio 


and   brought   into  operation.     We   look 
jpeo.cut  of  these  measures  with  pro- 


construct 
for  the  L 
found  interest 

Since  placing  the  above  in  type  we  find  the  sub- 
ject has  tjten  before  congress  again.  The  contracts 
entered  into,  or  proposed  by  the  department,  have 
been  under  cousiJeraiiop,  and  doubts  are  expressed 
as  to  their  being  approved.  Meantime  it  is  staled 
that  some  progress  h.s  been  made  in  the  construction 
of  steamers,  under  a  presumption  that  the  contracts 
would  be  ratified. 

Grave  doubts  are  entertained  and  expressed  as  to 
the  possibility  of  constructing  steamers  Ihat  v\ill  an- 
swer the  double  purpose  proposed.  Our  common 
steamers  are  admitted  now  to  be  unfit  lor  war  pur- 
poses,— and  the  best  constructed  steamers  for  fight- 
ing, il  is  appiehended,  will  not  be  ihe  best  steamers 
for  expeditious  trade  and  transport  porposes.  In  at- 
tempting lo  attain  one  purpose,  the  best  form  and  fit 
for  the  other  purpose  must  be  departed  fro.n 


volunteer  infantry  or  ritic,  j  and  il  should   be  ferreted  out  and  exposed.      But  W( 
-ailed  for,  from  ;lie  said  slates,  will  be  embarked  at  the    are  glad  to  learn  that  the  governor  will  furnish  sup 
nearest  navigable  points  to  their  respective  stale-rendez-    plies  rather  than  let  the  troops  suffer." 
vous,  and   thence  proceed   by   water,   with   or  without 


transhipment  ai  M-jbile,  or   New  Orleans,  lo  Point  I 
bel  or  Brasos  Santiago,  Texas,  hke    the   troops  ordered 
to  San   Antonio  de   Bexar?  the  whole  will    come  under 
thi;  orders  of  the  general  olBeer  in  the   chief  command 
nl  the  United  Stales'  land  forces  operating  against  iVIex- 


iNDiAMA  VOLUNTEERING,  The  requisition  on  In- 
diana called  for  three  regiments  of  volunteer  infan- 
try, artillery  and  riflemen. 

A  public  meeting  was  called  at  Indianapolis, 
which  was  addressed  by  gov.  IVhitconU),  (a  warm 
parlizan  of  the  adminislration,)  who  addressed  the 
people,  and  exhorted  them  to  volunteer  for  the  de- 
fence of   the   country.     As   to   supplies,  he    said  no 


Volunteer  officers.  Mr.  IVehster'a  opinion,  as  ex 
pressed  in  the  United  Stales  senate  last  week,  in  rela 
lion  to  ihe  apiioinlinentof  officers  of  ihe  volunteers: 

"Il  apiicared  to  him  that  they  would  have  acted  some 
what  more  wisely  il  ihey  hud  proceeded  in  ihc  tru"  lin 
of  their  power  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  The 
were  authorized  by  the  co.-isiiiution  to  raisie  and  eup 
purl  armies.  They  were  bound  by  no  rule — resirainei 
by  none  but  ihe  mere  discretion  of  congress.  This  wa 
a  broad  and  unqualified  power.  Congress  was  alsoau 
ihorized  by  liie  consiitulion  to  provide  liy  law  for  the  re 
guliiiion  of  liie  militia,  for  calling  them  out  to  repel  ii; 
vusion,  to  suppress  insurrection,  and  lo  execute  the  lawi 
Those  persons  who  were  now  being  brought  out  li 
serve,  weie  styled,  under  this  bill,  volunieers.  All  troop 

_.     -  „  ..         -  of  the  United  Stales  were  volunteers,  unless  ihoee  call 

provision  had  been  iwide  by   the  general  government  for  |  gj  j^t^  service  for  any  of  the  exigencies  provided  for  b 
supplies   of  any    kind,  and    the    volunteers   must    pay  j  ,i,e  constiiution.  If  the  president  demanded  mililia  fror 
their  own  expenses,  until  mustered  into  service,  but    ihe  governor  of  a  elate,  the  niiliim  must  come 
be  thought  the  general  Kovemment  would  refund!—   I  wn»  compulsory  miliiary  service 


'I'h 
Now,  continued  Mi 
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W  ,  my  opinion  is  that  it  would  be  belter  if  all  the  mili- 
tary force  serving  under  this  gnvernment,  regular  or  pro- 
visional, employed  and  paid  bv  the-  government  of  ihe 
Uniled  States,  should  be  officered  by  ihis  government: 
in  other  words,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  system  would 
have  been  more  distinctly  cojiforinable  to  our  acknow- 
ledged powers  if,  instead  of  calling  the  miliua  mto  ser- 
vice under  auihoriiy  ol  state  governments,  they  were 
called  into  service  uiidur  the  authority  of  the  general 
government,  leaving  ihcm  as  much  volunteers  as  ihey 
are  now.  1  have  heard  no  objeclinn  to  this,  except  thai 
the  practice  is  that  the  soldiers  stleci  their  own  ofFicers; 
but  there  must  always  bo  more  or  less  inconvenience 
arising  from  having  a  f  irce  paid  by  the  United  Slates 
and  c  >mmanded  by  their  own  officers. 

"The  president,  by  a  law  which  was  passed  the  other 
day,  is  authorized  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  by 
companies,  battali'ins,  or  squadrons  Now,  in  some  of 
the  slates,  the  organization  of  the  iniliiia  is  local.  A 
company  consists  of  eighty  or  an  hundred  men  living 
within  certain  limits,  and  you  will  find  no  such  compa- 
ny volunteering  its  services.  I  would  much  prefer  to 
have  nothing  lo  do  with  the  militia  o(  die  states,  unless 
they  arc  called  out  upon  some  pressing  emergency;  and 
in  the  case  of  volunteers  enlisted  for  a  short  service, 
we  should  organize  the  regunents  ourselves  and  com- 
mission them  ourselves,  bo  thai  all  that  fight  our  battles 
should  fight  under  the  same  auihoriiy." 

Maryland  volunteers.  We  noticed  in  our  last,  the 
departure  on  the  29lh  of  tbree  fine  companies  of 
Tolunleers,  raised  within  a  few  precedingdays  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  for  the  Mexican  war.  Impalienl 
of  delay,  they  determined  to  leport  themselves  at 
once  to  the  secretary  of  war,  and  for  that  purpose 
took  passage  in  the  cars  for  Washington.  No  pro- 
Tisious  having  been  made  for  their  reception  there, 
they  had  some  difficulty  in  the  then  extremely  crowd- 
ed condition  of  the  city,  to  find  accommodations. — 
A  touch  of  campaigning  even  in  the  eapitol  of  their 
own  made  republic  they  had  to  begin  the  service 
with.  They  soon  made  themselves  known  however, 
and  were  then  duly  appreciated  and  their  services 
were  accepted.  The  president  requested  the  go- 
▼ernor  of  Maryland  to  make  the  appointments  of 
that  portion  of  "the  District  of  Columbia  battalion 
composed  of  Maryland  volunteers."  Gov.  Pratt 
accordingly  commissioned  Wm.  [I.  Watson,  late 
captain  of  the  Independent  Bhies,  (of  Baltimore)  to 
lieutenant  colonel  of  said  battalion.  Another  com 
pany  also  trom  Baltimore  joined  the  battalion  a  few 
days  after,  and  the  whole  embarked  on  the  llth  in- 
stant, on  board  the  steamer  Massachusetts,  for  the 
Rio  Grande. 

The  Leonardtoion  Beacon,  states  that  thirty  volun- 
teers were  enrolled  in  one  day  in  old  St.  Mary's.^ 
They  expected  lo  parade  a  full  company  iri  a  few 
days. 

MEXICO— LATEST. 

A'lvices  to  the  25lh  ult.,  were  received  at  New 
Orleans,  on  the  1st  insl.,  from  Vera  Cruz,  brought 
by  the  barque  Louisiana,  Capt.  Williams. 

The  blockade  of  Vera  Cruz  commenced  on  20lh 
May,  and  15  days  were  allowed  for  all  neutral  ves- 
sels to  load  and  depart.  The  British  mail  steamers 
will  enter  and  leave  the  port  as  usual,  but  will  only 
be  allowed  to  take  specie. 

The  day  the  Louisiana  sailed,  information  reached 
Vera  Cruz  that  Mazatlan  and  Lepia  had  proclaimed 
in  favor  of  General  Santa  Anna.  Gen.  Alvarez,  in 
the  south,  was  carrying  on  a  disastrous  war  against 
the  government. 

It  was  reported  that  Gen.  Paredes  intended  leav- 
ing the  city  of  Mexico  with  troops  to  reinforce  the 
army  at  the  north.  By  an  order  from  the  Mexican 
government  the  American  consul  at  Vera  Cruz  was 
ordered  to  close  his  office,  and,  with  all  Americans, 
to  leave  in  eight  days  from  the  date  of  the  order, 
which  was  on  the  18ih  May. 

The  consul  intended  to  embark  on  board  of  the 
U.  S.  steamer  Mississippi  on  the  2Glh.  At  anchor 
off  the  Isle  Vorda,  U.  S.  frigate  Haiilan  and  steamer 
Mississippi,  and  ofl'  the  port  the  U.  S.  sloop  Fal- 
mouth. 

Great  animosity  prevailed  against  the  Americans 
since  the  defeat  of  the  Mexicans  al  Matiinoros  was 
known.  The  Louisiana  sailed  from  Vera  Cruz  iti 
company  with  the  btig  Hclcp  McLeod  (of  {Jalii- 
more)  for  this  port.  1  Icari)  from  Capl.  Williams 
that  no  American  vessels  were  left  in  port  al  the 
time  he  sailed.  The  packet  brig  St.  Petersburg  sail- 
ed for  New  York  on  the  20th  ult. 

The  A'.  O.  Picayune,  June  3.1,  says— "The  enor- 
mous (orced  loans  which  the  government  had  im- 
posed upon  Ibo  clergy,  the  laltcr  had  declared  itself 
totally  unable  to  meet.  The  Mi-tropolilan  church 
was  ordered  to  furnish  a  subsidy  of  jtaS.OOO  per 
month;  the  Mechoacan  p.'i.UOIJ;  of  Puebia  «4U  OOO- 
of  Guadalajara  §2,000;  of  Uurangu  #i:,,000,  and  of 
Oajaca  $8,000.  These  groat  sums  per  month  show 
that  the  president  is  determined  to  prosecute  the  war 
with  energy.  He  will  never  be  ablu  lo  collect  such 
loans, 


In  regard  lo  Paredes  putting  himself  at  the  head 
of  Ihe  army.  El  Publicanosays  it  is  uncertain  wheth- 
er he  will  repair  to  Ihe  Rio  Grande  or  to  Vera  Cruz; 
but  he  will  leave  the  capital  as  soon  as  congress  as- 
sembles. Full  accounls  of  the  disastrous  actions  of 
the  8th  and  9lh  had  reached  the  capital  and  appear- 
ed in  the  official  journal. 

They  are  more  accurate  by  far  than  Mexican  bul- 
letins generally,  and  do  credit  to  Arista. 

The  news  was  received  with  profound  regret,  but 
with  an  apparent  determination  to  fight  the  war 
out." 

The  Mexican  papers  claim  positively  that  Ihe 
number  of  Ihe  killed  and  wounded  on  the  partof  the 
Americans  was  more  considerable  than  that  of  the 
Mexicans.  Gen.  Arista  sets  down  the  force  of  the 
Mexicans  in  Ihe  action  of  the  8lh  May  at  3000  men 
and  twelve  pieces  of  artillery;  our  numbers  are 
staled  lo  have  been  3000  men,  more  or  less,  with 
great  superiority  in  arlitlery.  The  destruction  by 
our  artillery  is  represented  lo  have  been  severe. — 
Over  three  thousand  shot  are  said  to  have  been 
fired  at  the  Mexicans  by  our  artillery,  between  2 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  7,  in  the  evening,  when  the  bat- 
tle closed.  The  Mexicans  in  the  same  time  dis- 
charged seven  hundred  and  fifty  shots  from  their  ar- 
tillery. 

The  Mexican  loss  on  the  8lh  is  set  down  at  352 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing — and  they  claim  to 
have  retained  possession  of  the  field  of  battle. 

We  have  not  the  description  of  Ihe  action  of  the 
9lh,  by  Gen.  Arista,  as  we  had  supposed  m  our 
i  hasle,  but  we  have  by  us  a  journal  friendly  to  him. 
j  His  position  is  represented  to  have  been  gallantly 
j  forced,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  charges  of  the 
Mexican  cavalry,  the  last  of  which  was  headed  by 
Arista  in  person,  and  during  which  they  actually 
'•cut  lo  pieces  two  entire  companies  of  the  Ameri- 
cans." The  loss  of  the  Americans  is  still  represent- 
ed as  superior  to  that  of  the  Mexicans. 

The  papers  make  very  patriotic  appeals  to  all 
good  citizens  lo  come  up  now  lo  the  rescue  of  the 
country. 

In  regard  to  the  loan  attempted  to  be  raised  from 
the  clergy  of  .Mexico,  we  have  the  official  letter  of 
the  minister  of  the  treasury,  Senor  Iturbe,  dated  the 
I3lh,  before  Ihe  news  of  the  actions  of  the  8th  and 
9lh  could  have  been  received.  It  sets  forth  the 
grievous  necessity  of  money  for  the  war,  and  urges 
the  duty  of  the  clergy  to  submit  to  the  hardship 
forced  upon  all  by  the  national  calamities. 

He  tells  the  archbishop  that  the  government  has 
appropriated  all  revenues  which  were  mortgaged, 
suspending,  without  exception,  all  payments  to  its 
creditors;  thai  it  withheld  a  fourth  part  of  the  sala- 
ries of  all  its  ei)i;);oi/efs,  that  all  classes  were  called 
upon  to  make  sacrifices,  and  the  clergv  must  not  be 
exempt.  He  then  calls  for  a  loan  o'f  p,400,000, 
payable  in  twelve  monthly  instalments,  commencing 
the  30lh  of  June.  The  archbishop  is  called  upon  to 
partition  the  loan  among  the  various  bodies  of  the 
clergy. 

On  Ibe  15th  the  archbishop  replied,  that  he  had 
summoned  an  ecclesiastic  convention  lo  meet  that 
morning,  before  whom  the  matter  would  be  laid; 
and  that  he  would  co-operate  to  the  extent  of  his 
powers  "in  a  war  in  which  were  at  stake  the  two 
precious  objects  of  Mexicans,  its  independence  and 
its  religion." 

The  nest  we  hear  of  the  loan  is  an  announcement 
in  El  Reiniblicano,  of  the  21st,  that  the  metropolitan 
churches  could  not  contribute  llie  $98,000  a  month 
allotted  to  them,  as  the  tolal  of  their  revenues  will 
fall  short  of  that  sum.  The  same  paper  slates  that 
the  collection  of  such  sums  as  are  assigned  to  the 
other  churches  is  utterly  impracticable  in  the  pres- 
ent ruinous  stale  of  the  tithes  and  the  general  de- 
preciation of  ecclesiastical  property. 

Expedition  against  Santa  Fb.  The  St.  Louis 
Republican  of  the  Ist  instant  says — Yesterday  capt. 
Turner,  of  col.  Kearney's  etaff,  arrived  in  Ihis  city, 
direct  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  with  inslructions  to 
the  proper  officer  to  furnish  the  necessary  provisions, 
baggage,  trains,  &c.  &c.  for  the  contemplated  expe- 
dition to  New  Mexico.  They  will  be  supplied  at  an 
early  day,  and  shipped  to  Fort  Le:.venworth. 

Upon  Ihe  reception  of  the  orders  of  Ihe  president, 
col.  Kearney  put  every  means  in  re-juisition  to  ex- 
pidile  bis  departure  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 

We  are  gralified  to  learn  that  col.  K,  does  not  go 
on  this  expedition,  with  the  meagre  force  which  has 
been  reported.  His  power,  we  hear,  is  ample  lo  call 
for  any  force  which  the  exigencies  of  the  service 
may  require.  We  do  not  know  the  whole  amount  of 
troops  which  he  will  deem  it  proper  lo  call  for,  but 
we  undersland  that,  in  addition  to  two  companies  of 
artillery  and  the  mounted  men,  he  will  take  a  large 
infantry  force. 


Gen.  Taylor's  Army — The  Washingion  Union 
says: — "  Gen.  Taylor  had,  according  to  ,the  last  ac- 
counts, about  8,000  troops  under  his  eagles.  Hundreds 
and  tliousands  of  volunteers  were  pouring  into  his 
camp.  He  will  soon  be  in  advance  into  the  enemy ,s 
country  and  we  shall  not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  his 
reaching  Monterey,  about  1 30  miles  from  Matamoras 
about  the  commencement  of  the  table  land,  in  a  heal- 
thy region,  at  no  distant  day." 


ARMY  ON  THE  RIO  GRANDE. 

The  steamship  New  York,  at  New  Orleans,  from 
Galveston,  brings  papers  of  the  latter  place  to  the 
30th  of  May,  inclusive.  A  letter  in  the  New  Or- 
leans Commercial  Times  says — 

Gen.  Taylor  look  possession  of  Matamoros  with- 
out opposition,  on  the  ]8th.  He  sent  out  Captain 
Walker  and  a  company  of  dragoons,  on  a  scouting 
party,  and  to  observe  the  Mexican  army  on  their 
retreat.  They  had  a  slight  skirmish  with  the  van- 
guard of  the  army,  in  which  they  killed  several  of 
the  enemy,  and  took  twenty-five  prisoners.  It  i^lA 
ported  that  the  enemy  are  strongly  fortifying  Mon- 
terey, and  receiving  strong  reinforcements.  Gen. 
Taylor,  it  is  supposed,  has  now  about  nine  thousand 
men,  and  reinforcements  coming  in  daily. 

Gen.  Taylor's  encampment  is  a  mile  from  Mata- 
moros, and  our  soldiers  are  not  permitted  to  enter 
the  town — the  citizens  of  which  are  respected  and 
protected  in  all  their  rights. 

A  correspondent  of  Ihe  New  Orleans  Delia  fur- 
nishes the  following  particulars  of  the  capture  of 
Matamoros; 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  Gen.  Taylor  demand- 
ed an  interview  with  Gen.  Ainpudia,  which  was 
granted.  Ampudia  arrived  al  our  camp,  and  a  big 
talk  was  lo  be  had. 

Ampudia  talked  of  an  armistice:  Gen.  Taylor  de- 
manded an  unconditional  surrender  of  the  town. — 
Ampudia  wished  the  armistice:  Gen.  Taylor  told 
him  that  the  time  for  such  things  had  passed;  and 
that  it  was  no  use  now  to  talk  about  it,  particularly 
since  he  had  been  put  to  the  trouble  of  transporting 
those  heavy  pieces  of  artillery.  Ampudia  slill  hesi- 
tated; at  length  he  proposed  to  exclude  the  public 
buildings  and  public  property.  "No,"  says  the  gener- 
al, "I  v/ill  have  every  thing."  Finally,  Ainpudia 
agreed  to  return  an  answer  by  a  certain  hour  that 
day — and  look  his  leave,  casting  a  woful  look  at  the 
heavy  mortars  as  he  passed  them. 

The  hour  at  which  the  answer  was  lo  be  given  ar- 
rived, but  no  answer  came.  Gen.  Taylor  imme- 
diately ordered  preparations  lo  be  made  for  crossing 
the  river;  parties  were  sent  up  and  down  the  river, 
lo  secure  all  the  boats  that  could  be  seen  on  either 
side.  That  night,  just  after  dark,  the  army  moved 
three  miles  up  the  river,  and  encamped  for  the  night 
opposite  the  crossing.  Next  morning,  every  thing 
being  ready,  the  passage  of  the  river  was  commenc- 
ed just  after  sunrise,  and  the  whole  army  landed  on 
the  opposite  side  without  the  firing  of  a  single  gun. 
It  was  understood  that  the  Alexican  army,  after 
throwing  a  part  of  their  ammunilion  and  cannon 
into  the  river,  and  concealing  another  portion  of  the 
same,  had  commenced  iheir  retreat  about  dusk  on 
the  evening  before,  by  way  of  the  main  road  towards 
the  interior,  in  number  from  four  to  five  thousand 
men.  Arista  at  their  head. 

After  our  troops  had  crossed.  Adjutant  General 
Bliss  advanced  towards  Ihe  main  fort  in  front  of  the 
town,  and  sounded  a  peal.  The  principal  Alcalde 
made  his  appearance,  and  a  formal  demand  was  made 
for  the  surrender  of  the  town,  with  a  promise  that 
all  religious  and  civil  rights  should  be  secured  to 
them — all  private  pioperty  prolecled.  The  Alcalde 
wished  to  know  if  the  public  buildings  and  properly 
would  be  free.  The  answer  was,  every  thing  be- 
longing to  the  government  must  be  given  up.  The 
Alcalde  then  said  Gen.  Taylor  could  lake  possession 
as  foon  as  he  thought  proper,  and  that  he  would  meet 
with  no  resistance.  This  was  done,  our  army  en- 
camping in  front  of  the  town. 

The  Gii/t!es(im  jVnrs,  May  29th  says — "The  most 
distressing  news  is  the  murder  of  a  party  of  fifteen 
Americans,  including  Iwo  women  and  a  child,  be- 
tween Point  Isabel  and  Corpus  Christi,  by  a  parly  of 
Mexicans,  exceeding  in  cold-blooded  cruelly  any  of 
the  previous  atrocities  of  these  savages.  It  appears 
that  a  party  of  fifteen,  of  whom  Mr.  Rogers  spoken 
of  above  was  one,  left  Corpus  Christi  for  Point  Isa- 
bel on  Ihe  2d  or  3d  insl.  They  arrived  al  the  Liiile 
(Colorado  just  previous  lo  the  battle  of  the  8lh  ult., 
where  they  were  surprised  by  a  company  of  Ran- 
cbcros,  and  being  overpowered  by  numoers,  were  in- 
duced by  Mexican  promises  to  surrender  as  prisoners 
of  war. 

No  sooner  had  those  blood-thirsty  dogs  obtained 
possession  of  their  arms  Ihan  they  stripped  and  rob- 
bed their  victims,  bound  llieui  beyond  the  power  of 
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resistance  and  having  ravished  the  women  before  |  Gen.  Taylor  dared  not  resist  the  valor  and  enthusi- 
their  faces,  cut  all  Iheir  throats,  one  fiend  performing  \  asm  of  the  sons  of  Mexico!  Well  he  foresaw  the 
the  horrible  butchery.  Rogers  saw  his  father  and  ,  intrepidity  wilh  which  our  soldiers  would  have  rush- 
brother  butchered  in  this  terrible  manner  before  his  ;  c,l  upon  the  usurpers  of  our  national  territory;  well 
own  turn  came,  and  his  own  escape  was  owing  to  i  he  linew  that  those  who  have  so  many  injuries  to 
the  fact  that  while  the  wound  upon  his  throat  was  |  avenge,  those  who  have  grasped  their  arms  not  to  aug- 
not  fatal,  he  had  the  pn-sence  of  mind  to  feign  him-  ■  mont  Iheir  own  properly  by  despoiling  others,  not  in 
self  dead,  and  was  accordingly,  with  all  the  balance,  |  favor  of  the  independence  of  the  country;  well  he 


thrown  into  the  Colorado,  where  ho  managed  to 
escape  unseen,  and  swam  to  the  other  side  of  the 
river. 

Thence  he  subsequently  made  his  way  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  was  taken  prisoner,  sent  to  the  hospital  in 
Matamoros,  and  after  the  battle,  exchanged.  It  is 
stated  that  a  letter  was  written  from  Corpus  Christi 
two  days  before  the  departure  of  this  company,  giv- 
ing information  (o  the  Mexicans  of  their  march,  and 
of  the  amount  of  their  money.  It  was  not,  we  learn, 
without  much  reluctance,  and  some  threats  from  an 
American  officer,  that  the  Mexican  officer  consented 
to  exchange  Mr.  Rogers. 

.The  Galveston  Civilian  says  that  a  treaty  was 
concluded  at  Torrey's  Irading-house  on  the  18th 
uU.,  with  such  Indian  chiefs  as  were  in  attendance, 
including  some  half  dozen  of  the  Camanches,  though 
all  that  tribe  was  not  represented,  and  the  Wacoes, 
Keachies,  and  Towcanies  had  no  represeiitalives 
present." 

The  A"cii»  Orleans  Commcrchd  Times,  June  2d,  says 
— "By  the  arrival  of  steamer  Mary  Kingsland  from 
Brazos,  which  place  she  lefc  on  the  27111  ult.,  eight 
hours  after  the  Galveston,  we  are  put  in  possession 
of  the  following  items  of  intelligence: 

On  the  SGih  a  reinforcement  of  61)0  Texans  ar- 
rived at  Point  Isabel;  400  mounted  rangers  and  200 
infantry,  from  Padre  Island.  Amongst  the  latter  is 
a  German  company,  80  strong,  from  Point  Lavaca, 
said  to  be  one  of  the  finest  looking  bodies  of  men  yet 
seen  in  camp. 

It  is  confidently  stated  that  Arista  is  concentrating 
his  forces  at  Reinosa. 

The  troops  that  went  by  the  Mary  Kingsland, 
were  to  march  on  the  23th  lor  Matamoros,  by  way 
ofiSocca  Chica  and  Barita. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Lawrence  was  the  only  vessel  of 
war  left  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  barque  Carl  Wilhelm,  from  Bremen,  with 
one  hundred  passengers,  was  wrecked  on  the  23d  of 
May  on  the  North  Breakers,  near  Galveston  bar.— 
The  L.  M.  Hitchcock  and  sloop  Cutter  immediately 
went  to  her  assistance,  the  weather  being  tempes- 
tuous in  the  extreme,  but  the  passengers  were  not 
rescued  until  the  next  day.  A  boat,  going  from  the 
L.  M.  Hitchcock,  at  night,  was  swamped  in  the 
breakers,  and  a  woman  and  two  children  were 
drowned.  The  Carl  Wilhelm  is  said  to  be  a  total 
loss,  with  large  amounts  of  properly  belonging  to 
the  emigrants.  She  left  Bremen  on  the  22d  of 
March. 


MEXICAN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  1NCIDE.\TS, 
from  Ike  Isl  lo  Ike  3(/i  of  JMay,  inclusive. 
[From  the  MalamoroH  EcigU,  May  4(/i.] 
The  first  day  of  this  month,  at  11  A.  M  ,  his  ex- 
cellency, the  general-in  chief,  left  this  place  to  join 
the  army,  which  had  marched  a  few  hour^  previous, 
for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  river  at  no  great  dis 
tance  from  the  enemy's  camp.  In  consequence  o( 
the  orders  given  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  dan- 
gerous operation,  with  proper  security  and  conform- 
able to  the  rules  of  the  military  art,  on  the  arrival 
of  our  troops  at  the  point  designated,  all  the  troops 
under  the  command  of  Gen.  Torrejon  had  already 
occupied  the  left  bank.  The  enthusiasm  of  our  sol- 
diers to  overcome  the  obstacle  that  separated  them 
from  the  enemy  was  so  great,  that  they  appeared  sor- 
rowful at  the  delay  caused   by  tlie  injuries    received 


knew,  we  again  repeat,  that  Mexicans  have  no 
dread,  either  of  forces,  or  fortifications,  or  heavy  ar- 
tillery, 'i'hus  it  is,  the  chief  of  the  .American  forces, 
intimidated  the  moment  he  knew  by  (he  proximity  of 
the  situation  of  his  camp  that  our  army  prepared  lo 
pass  the  river,  sallied  out  precipitately  for  the  Fron- 
ton dp  Santa  Isabel,  with  nearly  all  his  troops  and 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  some  wagons. 

The  march  was  observed  from  this  place,  during 
which  his  Escellency  Sr.  General  D.  Francisco 
Mejia  sent  an  express  to  communicate  the  notice  to 
the  general-in-chief.  Here  we  must  render  to  our 
hemes  the  honor  they  merit.  The  express  verbally 
informed  some  soldiers,  who  had  not  yet  reached  the 
river,  of  the  retreat  of  the  enemy;  they  immediately 
set  off  at  a  run  spontaneously  the  rest  of  the  d  istance, 
such  was  the  ardor  and  the  anxious  desire  lo  come 
up  wilh  the  enemy.  The  complete  Hight  and  terror 
that  these  set  off  with,  from  the  frontier,  to  shut 
themselves  in  and  evade  the  encounter,  frustrated 
the  active  measures  of  Sr.  Gen.  Arista,  given  with 
the  object  of  advancing  the  cavalry  on  the  plain,  to 
cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  fugitives.  But  it  was  not 
possible,  even  by  a  forced  march  in  the  night.  Gen. 
Taylor  left  his  camp  at  2,  P.  M.,  and  as  fear  has 
wings,  he  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  Fronton;  for 
when  the  cavalry  got  to  the  point  where  they  ought 
to  have  cut  them  off,  they  were  already  past,  and 
some  leagues  ahead.  Great  was  the  disappointment 
of  our  valiants  that  they  could  not  meet  the  enemy 
face  to  fare;  their  rout  would  have  been  certain,  and 
the  greatest  part  of  the  American  army,  who  thought 
to  cast  down  the  Mexicans,  would  have  perished  in 
the  first  batile  of  importance.  But  we  want  to  fight, 
and  the  Americans  do  not  know  how  to  use  any  arms 
except  deceit  and  perfidy.  Why  did  they  not  re- 
main firm  at  the  foot  of  their  flag?  Why  did  they 
leave  the  land  they  iniquitously  pretend  to  usurp?  Is 
this  the  way  the  general  fulfils  his  word  of  honor? — 
Has  not  Mr.  Taylor  said  in  all  his  communications, 
that  he  was  prepared  to  repel  those  that  offered  to 
attack  him?  Why  then  did  he  run  away  cowardly, 
and  shut  himself  up  in  the  Fronton?  The  chief  of 
the  American  army  has  covered  himself  wiih  dis- 
grace and  ignominy;  sacrificing,  to  save  himself,  a 
part  of  his  forces  that  he  left  in  the  fortifications;  for 
it  is  certain  he  would  not  return  to  succor  them.  He 
is  not  ignorant  of  the  danger  they  run,  hut  he  calcu- 
lates that  his  would  be  greater  if  he  had  the  temeri- 
ty to  attempt  to  resist  or.  the  plain  the  bayonets  and 
lances  of  the  Mexicans. 

We  pass  on  lo  relate  the  glorious  success  of  yes- 
terday (Sunday,  May  3d  )  At  day  break  our  bat- 
teries opened  fire  on  the  fortifications  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  thundering  of  the  Mexican  cannon  was  sa- 
luted by  the  drums  of  all  the  barracks  and  points  of 
the  line,  by  the  bells  of  the  parish  church,  and  by 
the  cheers  of  the  inhabitants  of  Matamoros.  In  a 
moment  the  streets  were  filled,  and  all  were  happy 
that  the  hour  had  arrived  to  give  a  terrible  lesson  to 
the  American  camp,  whose  odious  presence  ought  no 
longer  to  be  tolerated.  The  enemy  answered,  but 
weie  soon  convinced  that  their  artillery,  although  of 
superioi  calibre,  could  not  compete  with  that  of  this 
place.  After  five  hours  fire,  our  bulwarks  rem.iined 
immovable  from  their  solidity,  and  the  knowledge 
displayed  in  the  rules  of  the  art  of  their  construc- 
tion; but  it  did  not  happen  so  with  the  fortifications 
of  our  opponents,  for  their  parapets  were  complete- 
ly demolished,  in  such  a  manner  that  by  11  o'clock, 
A.  ivl.,  they  ceased  to  play  their  artillery,  and  si- 
d  their  fire.     For  our  part  we  continued  active- 


by  the  flalboals  that  had  necessarily  been  conveyed 

by   land  on   carts,  and  were  so   much  damaged  that  ]  |    ^jj^,  |.gjj(  ^(  ji,g  j^j    without  the  enemy  darinj 
they  immediately  filled  wilh  water  on  being  put  inlo   a^ajyer,  for  the  parapets  which  they  sheltered  them 
the  river.     Nevertheless  such  was  the  activity  of  the  I  j^jy^j  y^j,  ' 


works,  such  the  ardor  and  activity  of  the  geoeral-in- 


nder,  being  destroyed,  they  had  not  the  cour- 
age to  load  their  cannons,  that  remained  entirely  un- 


chief,  whose  orders  were  fulfilled  with  the  greatest  \  covered.    The  result  demonstrates  what  is  in  reality 


celerity   and  exactness,  that  a  few  hours  sutficed  to 
transport  to  the  opposite  margin  of  the  Bravo  a  strong 
division,  wilh  all  their  artillery  and  train  of  war. 
This  rapid  and  well  combined  movement  ought  lo 


the  exaggerated  skill  of  ihe  American  artillery 
They  have  18  pounders,  and  those  of  our  line  do  not 
exceed  the  caliure  of  8  pounds;  nevertheless  the 
--0---  --  skill  and  practice  of  the  Mexicans  sufficed  to  van- 
have  demonstrated  lo  the  invaders,  that  the  iMexicans  ]  quish  those  that  handled  superior  arms.  Unfading 
have  not  only  inslruction  and  aptitude  for  war,  but  glury  and  eternal  honor  to  our  valiant  arliller)! 
that  these  qualities  appeared  realized  on  the  present  I  The  enemy,  in  their  impotent  rage,  and  previous 
occasion  by  the  most  pure  and  refined  patriotism. —  to  hiding  iheir  shame  behind  the  niosl  distant  para 
The  Division  of  the  North,  encountering  fatigue  and  pets,  liad  the  barbarity  to  direct  their  arms  on  Ihe 
overcoming  difficulties,  ran  in  search  of  an  enemy,  city,  lo  destroy  Ihe  edifices,  since  it  was  not  easy  to 
who  covered  by  parapets  and  defended  by  cannons  ol  destroy  the  lorlifications  from  whence  they  received 
heavy  calibre,  can,  with  indisputable  advantage,  somuch  injury.  I'hismean  vengeance, ihatcanonly  be 
await  the  attack.  With  deep  losses,  wilh  a  mulli-  in  the  souls  of  miserable  cowards,  lortunalely  did  not 
ludc  of  fortifications,  the  defences  were  easy  against '  succeed  as  they  intended.  They  who  so  unworthily 
those  who  prcseut  to  them  their  bare  breasts.     But  adorn  themselves  wilh  the  title  of  liiuslrutcd  (illustri- 


ous?) philanthropists!  But  their  awkwardness  was 
equal  to  their  malice,  for  nearly  all  the  balls  went  over, 
and  those  that  struck  the  houses,  although  they  were  18 
pounders,  did  no  other  damage  than  mark  one  or  two 
holes  in  the  walls.  If  those  who  conceived  the  in- 
famous idea  of  destroying  Matamoros,  had  seen  the 
smile  of  contempt  that  the  owners  of  the  houses  dis- 
played, and  their  indifference  for  the  losses  they 
might  sustain,  they  would  have  admired  the  patriot- 
ism and  unconcern  of  the  Mexicans,  who  are  always 
ready  to  make  the  greatest  sacrifices  to  maintain 
their  country  and  independence.  The  brilliant  3d  of 
May  is  another  testimony  of  this  truth.  In  the  hot- 
test of  the  fire  we  noticed  the  enthusiasm  of  all  tho 
inhabitants.  A  ball  scarcely  fell  before  the  children 
ran  in  search  of  it,  without  fear  that  another,  direct- 
ed by  the  same  arm,  might  strike  the  same  place. — 
This  occurred  in  our  presence  in  the  principal  square, 
where  a  great  many  citizens  had  collected.  The 
triumph  of  our  arms  has  been  complete,  and  we  have 
only  lo  lament  Ihe  death  or  one  sergeant  and  two 
artillerymen,  who  died  gloriously  fighting  for  their 
country.  The  families  of  these  victims  will  he  pro- 
vided for  by  the  supreme  government,  lo  whose  pa- 
ternal gratitude  they  have  been  recommended  by  tho 
gcncralin-chier  It  will  also  serve  to  console  us 
that  the  blood  of  those  valiants  has  been  avenged  by 
their  brave  coinpaiiioiis. 

As  the  artillery  of  our  bastions  introduced  many 
balls  in  the  enemy's  embrazure.",  the  loss  of  the  Ame- 
ricans must  have  been  very  great;  and  although  we 
do  not  know  with  certainty  the  number  of  deaths, 
Ihe  most  exact  information  makes  them  56.  It  is 
probable  it  is  so — their  abandoning  their  cannon 
since  1 1  A.  M.,  in  consequence  of  two  of  them  being 
dismounted,  and  the  rest  entirely  uncovered— the 
terror  and  panic  wilh  which  they  retreated  to  their 
farthest  entrenchments  at  Ihe  greatest  speed;  their 
taking  every  thing  away  from  the  reach  of  our  ar- 
tillery— the  destruction  which  ought  to  have  been  oc- 
casioned by  the  grenades  which  were  so  well  direct- 
ed that  some  were  scarcely  o  rnra  (yard')  distant 
Irom  the  spot  where  they  ought  to  have  fallen — all 
contribute  to  prove  that  the  enemy  has  suffered  terri- 
ble injury.  If  it  was  not  so,  why,  if  they  have  any 
valor  left,  did  they  not  dare  to  repair  their  fortifica- 
tions during  the  nighl?  It  is  true  that  from  time  to 
time  we  fired  a  few  cannons  in  the  dark,  but  the  aim 
could  not  be  certain,  and  nothing  but  cowardice  hin- 
dered them  from  answering  the  fire  we  opened  on 
them  at  the  break  of  day;  not  an  American  has 
shown  his  head.  Silence  reigns  in  their  camp,  and 
for  this  motive  we  have  suspended  our  fire  to-day  to 
a  few  shots,  for  there  is  no  enemy  lo  present  himself 
within  reach  of  our  batteries.  To  conclude,  we  in- 
sert a  brilliant  paragraph  in  the  answer  given  by  his 
excellency  the  general-in-chitf,  to  ihe  account  which 
he  received  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday.  He 
says,  "Mexico  ought  to  glory,  especially  the  valiant 
division  of  the  North,  that  a  force  inferior  in  disci- 
pline, and  perhaps  in  numbers,  and  who  require 
nearly  two  months  to  receive  their  necessary  sup- 
plies from  the  Capital,  are  proudly  defying,  on  an 
immense  plain,  the  army  of  the  U.  S.,  and  all  the 
powers  of  thai  republic,  who,  although  they  can  re- 
ceive assistance  in  fifty  hours,  have  not  dared  to 
come  out  of  the  Fronton  and  give  us  battle." 

MeXICA.V    STATt.VlE.VT    OF    THEIR    OWN    LOSS.  —  Pllin  of 

catn/iaign.  Amoiii;  iho  papers  found  in  ihe  capiured 
effects  of  Arisia,  was  the  morning  reliirn  of  the  Mexi- 
can force  on  the  day  of  baiile,  which  shows  the  strength 
of  llie  enemy  to  have  exceeded  8, OOOjihough  it  is  not  ab- 
solmely  ceriain  iho  whole  of  that  force  was  on  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  bank  of  ilie  Rio  Grande.  Gen.  Arista's  aid, 
while  making  arangeinents  with  a  distinguished  officer 
of  our  army  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  and  the  care 
of  ihe  wounded,  stated  thai  the  Mexican  loss,  in  killed 
on  Ihe  field  ul  bottle  and  drowned,  was  8U0.  Among 
ihe  laiier  was  one  ol  ihe  pricsia  in  the  train  of  the  Mex- 
ican .ariiiy,  who  perished  in'his  flight  in  ihe  wulcrs  of 
the  Rio  Grande.  In  ihis  number,  the  wounded  and 
prisoners  of  coursejare  not  included.  Fifiecn  hundred 
Mexican  muskets  (all  king's  arinf,)  had  been  collected 
by  our  troops. 

The  plan  of  campaign,  as  developed  hy  .•Vrisla's  pa- 
pers, was  that  the  general,  ntier  demolishing  ihe  small 
force  under  cotnniand  of  Clen.  Tiiylor,  lo  overrun  Tex- 
as-; and,  having  effecled  "ihe  conquest  of  thai  revolted 
province,'' il  it  should  be  necessary  lo  secure  the  fruits 
of  victory,  it  was  arranged  ihal  Cicn.  Paredes  himself 
should  march  an  army  of  occupation  into  the  conquered 
country.  [N.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 


GENERAL    TAYLOR, 
Is  a  Keniuckyaii  by  birth,  and  all  that  is  implied  by 
thai  fact,  an  Amoritan,  a  republican,  a  .MiN,  of  full  sta- 
ture. 

He  entered  the  United  States  army  as  a  lieutenant  of 
infanlry  in  the  year  1808,  immediaicly  after  tlie  British 
attack  upon  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  nnd  has  been  in  ac- 
live  srrvice  ever  since.  At  the  beginning  o{  ibe  war  of 
1812,  ho  had  command  of  a  company. 
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For  his  gallant  rlpff  nee  of  Fort  Harrison  on  the  5ih  of 
Sepiember,  1812.  President  Madison  confereH  upon  him 
the  brevet  ranit  of  major,  and  he  is  now  the  oldest  brevet 
in  the  army 

He  became  nolonel  of  the  61I1  infaniry  in  1S32,  and  in 
183fi  toiik  an  active  part  in  the  Florida  war,  as  for  in- 
stance— 

BuMc  of  O  ke  cho  bee,  on  the  24. h  December,  1836.— 
Col.  Taylor  received  a  challenge  from  ihe  Seminole  chief 
ALLtGATOR,  lellina  him  where  to  find  hnn,  and  bantering? 
him  to  come  on.  The  colonel  lakinii  him  at  his  word, 
iinraediafely  pushed  on  with  aboiii  500  men,  composed 
of  Ihe  Isi,  4ih.  ana  Sih  regiineijis  of  U.  S.  iiifaiiiry,  and 
some  Missouri  voliirileers. 

The  Indinns  had  snlecied  a  strong  position,  in  a  thick 
Bwanip,  covered  in  front  by  a  Boiall  siream.  whose  quick- 
sands rendered  it  almost  i-;ipassabie.  A  hre.isl  uork 
composed  of  the  grovvili  of  the  liaimnock  thickly  inter- 
woven, concealed  find  partly  protected  (he  Indians  in 
front,  their  flanks  seciiretl  by  impassitble  swamps.  The 
wily  Sai«  Jo.NE-i,  as  well  as  Coa-coo  chee,  were  behind 
these  barriers  with  Alli:;aior  and  700  of  iheir  tribe,  true 
marksmen  every  man. 

'J'he  action  that  ensued  was  Ions  and  severe.  It  xvas 
noi  uniil  lifter  three  hours  of  coniosi  ih.it  the  Indians 
Were  driven  from  iheir  post.  Fiiidiii2  every  other  expe- 
dieni  ineffectual,  Colonel  Taylor  at  lengih  ordered  a 
"charge."  The  soldiers  could  with  the  iinnost  diljiculiy 
raise  one  leg  afer  the  other  from  i!ie  qiiaumiie  iniii 
which  at  every  step  they  sunk  above  the  knee,  and  yei 
onward  they  dashed,  in  the  very  facts  of  ilie  enemy's 
rifle  fire.  The  stream  was  pas.^ed, — the  breast  work 
mouiiieil, — and  ihen  came  the  "lug  of  war."  The  In- 
dians disputed  every  inch  of  ground,  and  fought  Hand 
to  hand  with  unsurpa-sed  courage, — but  they  had  no  buy 
on»/»,— and  thai  decided  ihe  day. 

The  victory  was  bought  ai  the  expense  of  139  killed 
and  wfiiinded,  being  more  ihaii  one-fourth  of  the  men 
with  which  he  entered  ihe  field.  Col.  J'hojipson,  of  the 
5th  infantry,  and  Col.  Gentry  of  the  Missouri  volun- 
teers, fell,  leading  on  their  troops.  Captain  V.inswenr- 
Ingen  and  Lieuls.  Brook  and  Carter  also  fell  in  the 
battle.  During  the  whole  eiigagemenl.  Col.  Taylor  re- 
mained on  horseback,  passing  Irom  poini  10  point,  cheer- 
ing his  men  to  the  conflict,  and  exposed  to  itie  Indian 
rifle  at  every  moment. 

For  this  battle  Mr.  Poiiiseli,  secretary  of  war  render- 
ed merited  praise  10  all  engaged,  in  his  communication 
lo  congress.  Tlie  brevet  of  brigadier  general  was  con- 
ferred on  Col.  Taylor,  and  he  vvoa  given  itie  chief  com- 
mand in  Florida,  which  he  resigned  in  1840,  after  four 
or  five  years  arduous  and  iiidelatigable  service  m  ;he 
swanips  and  hammocks  uf  Florida. 

Gen.  Taylor  was  next  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  1st  department  oi  the  army,  including  the  states  ol 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  &c.,  wiih  his  he.ujqiiarlers  at 
Foil  Jesup,  Louisiana.  It  was  this  posiiioii  that  gav 
him  ihe  command  ot  the  "Army  of  Occupation,"  and 
which  otherwise  would  have  justified  the  government  in 
assigning  that  command  to  eitlier  of  the  si.\  general  of- 
ficers of  Ihe  regular  army,  whose  rank  is  higlier  ihan  his. 

Gen.  Taylor  is  about  56  years  of  age,  possessed  of 
much  general  information,  an  excellent  and  tried  sol- 
dier, a  skilful  comitiander,  wise  and  precaui  ious  as  well 
as  of  tearless  courage.  If  he  erred  in  his  estimate  ol  the 
forces  winch  the  Alexicans  could  bring  10  assault  the 
position  which  goveininent  had  ordered  him  lo  take  up- 
on Ihe  Rio  Bravo,  and  if  owing  to  thai  error,  he  allow- 
ed the  army  under  his  command  to  be  placed  in  great 
peril,  as  well  as  his  munitions,  provisions,  and  his  line 
of  intercourse  with  the  ultimate  resources  on  which  the 
army  was  to  rely, — if  Gen.  Taylor  allowed  all  these  10 
be  placed  in  great  peril,  it  at  least  afforded  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  exercising  and  exhbiiing  the  highest  military 
genius  in  extricating  himself  from  all  those  difiicultics. 
And  this  he  accomplished  too,  without  the  aid  of  any 
ot  ilie  forces  which  he  bad  deemed  it  his  duly  to  sum- 
mon to  his  assistance.  Theenirenchmenis  upon  which 
he  had  planted  the  flag  of  "occupaiion,"  were  secured, — 
Point  Isahel  and  the  stores  were  saved, — the  enemy  was 
mel  and  eignallv  defeated  in  two  several  engageinetiis, 
and  driven  beyond  the  Del  Norte, — his  army  received 
tlieir  supplies,  and  niterconr»e  wiih  the  depots  was  am 
ply  secured,  all,  belore  a  single  deiachmeiii  called  lor 
bad  reinforced  ihe  army. 

So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  distinguish  and  have  ca- 
pacity to  judge,  no  otiicer,  placed  under  iho  circumstan- 
ces III  which  he  lound  limiself,  could  have  acted  wii 
more  coolness,  prudence,  or  courage,  ilian  Gen.  'Ta>i, 
displayed  upon  tiiis  occasion.  Not  so  lasiidious  ot  h 
own  repaiaiion  as  10  endanger  the  saleiy  or  coinlort  ot 
his  command  for  one  inonieot  unnecessarily,  by  con- 
cealing Itie  danger  lo  which  lie  found  them  exposed,  or 
rashly  to  risk  ihe  issue  of  a  now  very  doubilul  coiiiest 
lo  those  lorces  winch  liad  heretid'ore  been  considered 
ample  tor  ihe  occasion,  he  very  prudenlly  summoned 
ttio  neighboring  stales  10  Ills  assistance,  apprising  itieiii 
fully  ol  the  necfssiiy  for  prompi  niovemeiii.  Viid  yel, 
whilst  wisely  pioviiJmi!  lor  coniingencies,  his  own  niea- 
Bures  Were  taken  us  though  no  dependence  was  to  be 
placed  upon  such  assmtunce  airiving  in  time,  as  in  tact 
Itiey  did  not,  to  save  him  from  having  sucli  lar"e  odds 
to  coniend  with.  If  there  be  one  plume  which  General 
Taylor  has  won  in  Ihia  afVair,  which  ij  eniiiled  to  more 
cominondalion  than  all  others,  it  wi^,  ihis  proof  ol  itie 
hmliest  qualification  tur  d  coimii;.n  jef ,  10  which  wo  have 
jusi  alluded. 

Ii  IB  gra. dying  however,  to  him  and  his  countrymen, 
that  Ins  own  msouruus  were  lound  suflicieni  lor  li.e  oc- 
cuivil.  To  liiiii  it  iiiusi  be  Kraiiiyiiy,  Uecau.se,  if  ho- 
aon  were  to  be  won,  "The  Army  of  Occupation,"  men 


and  officers,  were  fairly  entitled  to  the  honor  of  winning 
and  wearing  them;  and  it  is  truly  gratifying  to  his  coun- 
trymen 10  ob.'Jerve  and  acknoA-ledge  how  gallantly  they 
have  won,  and  how  gracefully  ihey  wear  those  honors 
'The  officers  of  the  old  li.ne.  have  hardiv  had  lair  play 
either  in  our  national  councils  or  public  journals,  for  a 
while  past,  and  we  rnosi  heartily  rejoice  w-ith  them  in 
the  opportunity  thus  affljrded  lo  ihcm  by  Geri.  Taylor, 
of  squaring  up  accounts  with  those  that  have  disparaged 
lliem. 

One  spontaneous  burst  of  approbation  now  cheers 
the  army  on,  from  every  direciion.  The  president  in  a  1 
li  Iter  from  his  own  hand,  cominend.«  th'  ir  e:d'ant 
achievement,  and  encloses  a  brevet  of  Major  Ge.neral 
to  Ihe  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Tayloi,  who  yel  in  li- 
neal rank,  il  we  mistake  not,  is  but  a  colonel  in  the  U. 
States  service,  and  might  be  superceded  in  command,  by 
any  of  the  lineal  brigadier  general^,  if  oidertd  to  the 
satt,'n,  according  to  the  decision  of  the  secieiary  ol  war, 
which  occasioned  the  lale   resignation  of  Gen.  Worih. 

Congress,  by  a  unanimous  vole,  returns  thanks  to  the 
army  On  its  gallanl  achievements  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

Ttie  country  ilirough  all  iis  avenues  of  expression, 
join  in  the  commetidation. 

"Old  Rough  and  Readv,"  by  which  cognomen  Gen. 
Taylor  \vas  desigtiaied  111  detiaie  a  lew  days  since,  in 
the  Uniietl  Siaics  senate,  was  acquired  by  him  during 
his  campaign  m  Florida,  and  is  siitficieiitly  characteris- 
tic of  ihe  man.  Though  one  of  the  hesi  disciplinarians, 
he  is  but  slit'lily  attentive  lo  his  own  coslunie,  and 
would  hardly  be  recognized  by  lace  or  feathers  as  a  ge- 
neral, in  the  momemof  an  action.  "Boys,"  said  the 
general,  cooly  riding  into  the  h<illow  square  in'o  which 
ihe  infantry  was  thrown  during  the  battle  ot  the  9th  of 
May,  in  order  to  receive  the  charge  of  the  Me.\ican  ca- 
valry,— "Boys,  I  will  place  myself  in  your  square,"  and 
there  witnessed  the  assault  and  repulse,  as  if  the  regi 
men;  was  merely  manceuvering  for  parade. 

MAJOR  J.  BROWN', 
Ot  the  7th  U.  S.  infintry,  left  by  Gen.  Taylor  during 
the  absence  of  the  army  in  command  of  the  foriifica. 
lions  and  camp  opposite  10  Matamoros,  which  now 
bears  the  name  of  Fort  Brown,  in  commemoralion  of 
the  officer  vvho  lost  his  life  in  its  defence,  «as  a  naiive 
ol  Vermont,  "a  Green  Mountain  boy.''  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  of  1S12.  he  entered  the  army  as 
a  common  soldier,  and  Irom  that  siaiion  fairly  fought 
his  way  up  to  the  one  which  he  so  gallantly  filled  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  His  merit  was  soon  perceived  in  the 
active  service  required  last  war  upon  the  northern  fron- 
tier, and  quickly  won  him  an  ensign's  cominissioji.  He 
was  in  nearly  all  ihe  hard  fought  bullies  on  the  Niagara 
during  the  years  18I3-'14.  Before  the  close  of  the  war 
he  obtained  a  lieutenancy,  and  from  that  lose  by  regu- 
lar gradations  to  ihe  rank  of  major,  in  which  capacily 
he  nas  served  f.T  many  years.  At  tluMime  of  his  dealli 
he  was  about  68  years  of  age,  and  had  served  ihiriy- 
t  iUr  years  in  the  army,  during  which  he  had  undergone 
much  active  service  upon  the  finnt.er.  For  some  lime 
he  filled  the  office  of  commissary  of  subsisiance  at  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  afterwards  quartermaster  and  commissary  at 
St.  Louis.  At  one  time  he  vvas  employed  in  conducing 
ihe  tribes  ol  emigrant  Indians  10  ihe  west,  and  was  in 
aciive  service  during  the  whole  period  of  ilie  Fl  'rida 
war.  His  habits  ol  exact  discipline  and  strict  accounta- 
bility made  his  services  always  in  request.  Possessing 
the  confideiR'e  of  his  superiors,  and  ihe  good  will  of 
those  under  his  command,  he  was  an  offickr  in  the  pro- 
per acceptation  ol  the  term,— not  merely  a  "commis- 
sioned oflieer," — of  v\hom  there  are  some  specimens  in 
every  service,  but  a  (fualijied  officer,  an  ofticer  that  had 
learned  his  duty  and  habiiually  performed  il,  and  look 
care  to  learn  others.  It  is  from  officers  such  as  these  that 
the  counny  expecis  substantial  benefit  to  the  service.— 
Men  of  tried  courage,  of  patient  endurance,  of  exact- 
nes.-,  punctuality,  and  system,  to  whom  iniegrily  is  like 
an  instinct,  vvho  have  learned  their  profession  well  and 
know  the  advantages  of  discipline  in  an  army. 


Lieut.  Blake,  of  the  Topographical  engineers, 
whose  death  occurred  jiisl  about  the  lime  the  bailie 
commenced  on  llie  9lh  of  May,  by  Ihe  accidental 
discliarge  of  his  own  pistol,  was  a  native  of  Phila- 
delpliia,  a  noble  fellow,  and  an  ornament  to  the  ar- 
my. He  had  gone  the  day  before  within  one  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  enemv's  lines,  lecuiinoilermg  them, 
and  had  brought  valuable  intormalion  lo  General 
'Taylor  of  llieir  slrenglli  and  disposition.  He  had 
thrown  his  sword,  to  which  his  pistols  were  attach- 
ed, lo  the  ground  on  entering  tiis  lent.  One  pislol 
was  discharged,  and  the  ball  entered  tiis  thigh,  and 
was  <  ut  out  of  Ills  breast.  He  died  in  three  hours 
afterwards,  regretting  he  was  nol  killed  the  day  be- 
lore in  action. 

A  brother  officer  of  the  corps,  furnished  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  the  reconnoitre  of  Ihe  Mexican 
forces  on  the  field  of  Palo  Alto  by  Lieut.  Blake,  on 
Ihe  tilh  May: 

Alter  Ihe  line  of  battle  had  been  formed,  General 
Taylor  rode  down  Ihe  line  and  surveyed  his  com- 
mand. Well  might  he  be  proud  of  his  little  band, 
and  venture  into  a  hglii  wiili  ihe  odds  of  three  to  one 
against  him.  I  must  confess  I  never  saw  such  per- 
fect composure  and  inditi'erence  in  my  life.  Kvery 
man  was  as  cool  aa  possiole,  and  had  they  neeu  go- 
ing lo  lake  dinner,  could  uol  have  appeared  more 


indifferent.  At  this  lime  Gen.  Taylor  had  not  the 
slightest  knowledge  as  lo  whether  the  enemy  had 
any  artillery  or  not.  The  long  prairie  grass  prevent- 
ed any  one  from  distinguishing  il,  when  masked  by 
men  in  front  of  the  pieces.  What  was  lo  he  doae? — 
Il  was  an  all-important  point.  Capt.  May  was  or- 
dered with  his  squadron  to  go  forward  and  reconiioi- 
Ire  the  enemy,  and  if  possible  draw  a  fire  from  their 
artillery;  but  to  no  purpose.  They  took  no  notice  of 
him;  and  Ihe  general  was  no  wiser  than  before. — 
Lieut.  Blake  then  proposed  lo  go  forward  ahme  and 
reconnoitre  I  was  close  lo  him  and  volunteered  lo 
go  with  him.  He  consented,  and  we  dashed  for- 
ward to  within  eighhj  yards  of  their  line,  the  whole 
army  looking  on  us  wiih  astonishment.  Here  we 
had  a  full  view.  Lieut.  Blake  alighted  from  his 
horse,  and  with  his  glass  surveyed  the  whole  line, 
and  hatfded  it  to  me.  To  satisfy  his  observation,  I 
did  so,  and  returned  him  the  glass.  Just  then,  two 
officers  rode  out  towards  us,  I  mentioned  il  to  Blake, 
and  requested  him  to  mount;  he  quietly  told  me  to 
draw  a  pistol  on  Ihem.  I  did  so,  and  they  halted.— 
Had  they  thought  proper,  they  could  have  fired  a 
volley  from  their  main  line,  and  svvept  us  to  Guinea; 
but  they  did  nol;  and  niounling,  we  galloped  down 
their  line  to  the  other  end  of  the  line  of  bailie,  there 
examined  them  again,  and  returned.  Scarcely  had 
he  reported,  when  they  opened  their  batteries  upon 
our  line,  an.d  the  work  of  destruction  commenced. — 
Our  batlertes  at  once  answered  their  fire,  and  soon 
we  were  eiii'eloped  in  a  cloud  of  smoke.  Our  ex- 
amination proved  lo  be  correct,  they  had  seven  pie- 
ces in  one  battery,  and  five  in  another;  to  which  we 
had  ten  pieces  exposed.    *         *         »         »         * 

When  it  vv  as  understood  that  the  enemy  were  try- 
ing to  outflank  our  right  and  attack  our  wagon  train, 
the  5lh  regiment  moved  off  and  look  a  new  position, 
and  Ihere  formed  a  square  against  cavalry,  and  pa- 
tiently waited  ihe  enemy's  charge.  The  party  sent 
by  Arista  on  this  expedition  were  accompanied  by 
two  pieces  of  artillery.  Hearing  Ihis,  Lieot.  Ridge- 
ly,  of  the  Flying  arlilleiy,  promptly  moved  a  seclion 
of  his  battery  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the  position  oc- 
cupied by  the  5lh  infantry.  Now,  to  show  you  Ihe 
superiority  of  our  arms  as  well  as  the  promptness 
and  decision  of  L'eut.  Ridgely,  1  have  only  lo  say 
Ihal  as  his  battery  dashed  up,  the  enemy  were  in 
the  act  of  loading  their  pieces.  Ridgely  halted  his 
battery,  iinlimbered,  came  into  action,  and  gave 
them  a  round  of  grape,  before  they  could  complete 
their  loading  anJ  fire  on  him.  This  promptness  up- 
set completely  their  calculations.  Their  artillery 
retreated  quickly. 

Lieut.  C.  D  Jordan. — Among  the  wounded  in 
the  baltle  of  Resaca  de  ia  Palma,  on  the  9th  ull. — 
was  Lieut.  C.  D.  Jordan  of  the  81I1  U.  S.  infantry. 
When  Itie  8tli  regiment  was  ordered  lo  advance,  lo 
support  the  bold  charge  of  the  dragoons,  led  by  Capt. 
May,  the  company  to  which  Lieut.  Jordan  was  at- 
tached, rushing  on  the  enemy,  compelled  them  to 
break  Iheir  ranks,  and  fight  in  detached  squads, 
which,  after  a  brief  but  severe  contest,  were  destroy- 
ed or  dispersed. 

Lieut.  Jordan  seeing  a  group  of  five  Mexicans  fir- 
ing on  our  forces,  rushed  upon  them  sword  in  hand, 
expecting  that  he  vvas  suppoited  by  lliiee  soldiers  of 
his  regiment.  Two  or  three  shots  were  discharged 
at  him  when  at  the  distance  of  only  a  few  paces,  but 
they  fortunately  missed  him — and  at  ibis  moment  ho 
perceived  lie  was  alone,  his  men  having  mel  with 
other  enemies,  ar.d  his  foes  were  prepared  lo  receive 
him  Hilh  the  bayonet.  It  vvas  no  lime  for  hesitation 
— he  made  a  blow  with  his  sword  at  the  nearest 
Mexican,  which  v*ounded  him  severely,  although  il 
was  partly  parried  by  his  musket — and  at  Ibis  criti- 
cal momenl,  his  loot  struck  something,  he  stumbled, 
fell  forward  to  the  ground,  and  lost  his  sword.  Be- 
fore he  could  recover  his  feet,  he  received  three 
bayonel  stabs  in  the  body — bul  he  inslanlly  threw 
himself  on  one  of  the  Mexicans,  wrenched  his  cut- 
lass Irom  his  hand,  when  he  was  fired  upon  by  ano- 
ther, and  a  buck  shot  was  lodged  in  his  arm  near  the 
shoulder,  and  one  passed  through  his  arm.  He  fell 
upon  his  back,  and  his  enemies  were  about  lo  des- 
patch him,  when  Lieutenant  G.  Lincoln,  having  van- 
quished those  previously  opposed  to  him,  hastened 
Willi  others  in  good  lime  lo  the  rescue.  Lieut.  Lin- 
coln cul  down  one  of  the  Mexicans,  whose  comrades 
were  immediately  subdued. 

LA    B  A  R  I  t  a, 

Was  the  post,  m  Mexico,  (according  to  the  geog- 
raphy  assumed  by  the  presideiil  of  the  U.  States,) 
first  occupied  by  the  .^meiiean  foi'ces  in  lae  present 
war. 

It  was  taken  possession  of  by  Col.  Wilson,  O'l  the 
I7ih  May,  1846.  An  oUicer  under  hiscommaid  fur- 
nishes Ihe  following  account  of  the  post  and  of  its 
capture; 
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"Let  Barita.  May  17,  1846. — I  am  here  to  select  a 
site  fur  the  depot  of  our  new  base  of  operations, 
and  to  intrench  it.  This  village  is  about  ten  miles 
Irom  the  muuth  of  the  river  and  the  same  distance 
from  Brazos  Santiago,  or  Tiirt  Polk,  (Point  Isabel.) 
The  prominent  features  which  mi!;ht  induce  me  to 
decide  upon  this  as  the  proper  point  for  the  depot, 
are,  that  it  is  the  first  high  land  you  reach  in  ascend- 
ing the  river,  that  it  is  above  hurricane  tides,  that 
the  ground  is  nalurailj  formed  for  a  military  posi- 
tion, commandiftg  everylhmg  around  it,  and  com- 
manded by  nothing.  Il  13  eqiii-distant,  and  not  very 
inaccessible,  from  our  other  depots.  The  worst 
road  is  to  Fort  Polk — while  the  direct  line  is  only 
ten  miles,  ihe  only  road  for  wagons  is  over  twenty. 
Col.  Wilson  is  in  command.  He  has  four  compa- 
nies of  his  regiment — Ist  infantry,  and  four  of  vol- 
unleoi's. 

This  movement  up  the  river  was  intended  to  have 
been  a  combined  one  with  Commodore  (Jonncr.  It 
has  been  delayed  two  days  by  unfavorable  weather, 
rendering  the  bar  loo  rou^h.  The  commodore's  lim- 
ited stay  here  compelled  liiin  to  notify  the  general 
not  lo  count  upon  his  co-operalion  in  an  expedition 
up  the  river.  This  morning,  at  daylight,  1  started 
the  Aeco  (a  river  boat)  out  from  the  Hrazos;  she  en- 
tered the  Kio  Biavo  without  difficulty  about  ti  A.  M . 
I  rode  down  the  beach.  Col.  Wilson's  cominan.l  h.is 
been  bivouacking  for  two  days  on  our  side  of  the 
mouth.  We  crossed  them  all  over  by  12;  before  1, 
P.  Al.,  the  culiimn  was  en  route  up  the  river.  'I'he 
banks  of  tlie  river  are  but  slightly  higher  than  the 
surface  of  Ihe  water  tor  some  miles  up.  The  whole 
country  low  and  hlled  with  lagoons.  There  is  a 
high  ridge  of  sand  hills  some  twenty  feet  high,  es- 
teiiding  up  and  down  the  coast,  resting  immediately 
on  the  beach.  The  country  back  of  this  ridge  is  one 
vast  plain  of  prairie  and  lagoon.  The  ruaJ  up 
the  nver  is  tolerably  good.  The  river  is  very  ser- 
pentine. The  road  runs  from  bend  lo  bend.  The 
di3tar.ce  by  river  nearly  double  that  by  road.  The 
road  up  the  right  bank  is  skirled  to  the  left  and  south 
by  lagoons  until  you  reach  Barrita;  so  that  a  march  ol 
a  column  up  this  side  was  by  no  means  exposed  to  a 
thick  attack.  The  steamboat  deck  gave  me  a  fine 
opportunity  of  observing  Ihe  country.  We  can  find 
DO  ditficulty  in  m.ikiug  use  of  the  river  for  transport- 
ing  our  supplies." 


PRESIDENT'S    MESSAGE. 


To  Ihe  senate  of  the  United  Slates: 

1  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  Iransniilling  the  correspondence  called 
for  by  Ihe  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  5th  inst., 
with  General  Ediuiind  P.  Gaines  and  General  Win- 
Jield  Scott  of  the  army  ol  the  United  Slates. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  and  the  ac- 
companying correspondence  with  General  Gaines, 
contain  all  the  information  in  my  possession  in  rela- 
tion to  calls  for  "volunteers  or  militia  into  Ihe  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Stales"  "by  any  officer  of  the  ar- 
my," without  legal  "authority  therefor,"  and  of  the 
"measures  which  have  been  adopted"  "in  relation  lo 
such  officer  or  troops  so  called  into  service." 

In  addition  lo  the  information  contained  in  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  war,  and  the  accompanying 
correspondence  with  "Major  General  Scott  of  Ihe 
United  Slates  army,  upon  the  subject  of  his  taking 
the  command  of  the  army  of  occupation  on  the  fron- 
tier of  Texas'" — 1  stale,  that  on  the  same  day  on 
which  1  approved  and  signed  the  act  of  the  13lh  of 
May,  1846,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  pro- 
secution of  the  existing  war  between  ihe  United 
States  and  the  republic  o(  Mexico,"  I  communica- 
ted to  General  ScoH,  through  the  secretary  of  war, 
and  also  in  a  personal  interview  wilh  that  officer, 
my  desire  that  he  should  lake  command  of  Ihe  army 
on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  of  ihe  volunteer  forces, 
which  I  informed  him,  it  was  my  intention  forthwith 
lo  call  out  lo  march  to  that  frontier,  to  be  employed 
in  the  prosecution  of  Ihe  war  against  Mexico.  The 
tendor  of  ihe  command  to  General  Scolt  was  volun- 
tary on  my  part,  and  was  made  wilhout  any  request 
or  intimation  on  the  subject  from  him.  It  was  made 
ill  consideraiion  of  his  rank  as  commander  in  chief 
of  the  army.  My  communications  with  Gen'l  Scolt 
assigning  him  the  command  were  verbal,  iirst 
through  the  secretary  of  war,  and  aflerwarda  in  per- 
son. No  written  order  was  deemed  to  be  necessary. 
General  Scolt  assented  lo  assume  the  command,  and 
on  the  following  day  1  had  another  interveiw  with 
him  and  the  secretary  of  war,  in  relation  to  the 
Dumber  and  apportionment  among  the  several  states, 
of  the  volunteer  forces  to  be  called  out  for  immedi- 
ate service;  Ihe  forces  which  were  lo  be  organized 
and  held  in  readiness  subject  to  a  future  call  should 
it  become  necessary;  and  other  military  preparations 
and  movements  to  be  made  with  a  yietr  lo  the  rigor- 


ous prosecution  of  the  war.  It  was  distinctly  settled 
and  was  well  understood  by  General  Scolt,  that  he 
was  lo  command  the  army  in  Ihe  war  against  Mexi- 
co, and  so  continued  lo  be  settled  and  understood, 
without  any  other  intention  on  my  pari,  until  the 
secretary  of  war  submitted  lo  me  the  letter  of  Gen. 
Scolt  ad<lressed  lo  him  under  dale  of  the  ilst  of 
May,  1846,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  communi- 
cated. The  character  of  that  letter,  made  it  proper 
in  my  judgment  to  change  my  determination  in  re- 
gard to  the  command  of  Ihe  army;  and  (he  secretary 
of  war  by  my  direction,  in  his  letter  ol'  ihc  25th  of 
May,  1840,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  /lerewith  com- 
municated, for  the  reasons  herein  assigned,  informed 
(leneral  Scott  that  he  was  relieved  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  destined  lo  prosecute  the  war 
against  Mexico,  and  that  he  would  remain  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  at  Washington.  The  command 
of  the  army  on  the  frontier  of  Mexico  has  since  been 
assigned  lo  General  Taylor  wilh  his  brevet  rank  of 
major  general,  recently  conferred  ii|ion  him. 

JAMES  K.  POLIv. 
K'ashinglon,  June  8,  1816. 

[correspondence  relative  to  general  GAINES  AND 
GENERAL    SCOTT  ] 

War  Deparlment,  June  8,  1846. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  direction,  1  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  herewilh  such  letters  and  do- 
cuments as  are  in  this  deparlment,  lo  enable  you  lo 
answer  the  rosolution  of  the  senate  of  the  olli  inst., 
lequesting  information.  First,  in  relation  to  unau- 
thorised calls  of  volunteers  and  niililia  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Stales  by  any  officer  of  the  army, 
&c.  Second,  the  correspondence  between  the  secre- 
tary of  war  and  Major  General  Scott,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  taking  the  command  of  the  army  of  oc- 
cupation on  the  frontiers  of  Texas,  &c.  And  third, 
the  correspondence  between  General  Gaines  and  the 
government,  from  tlie  Ist  of  June,  1845,  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  upon  ihe  subject  of  volunteers  or  militia 
ordered  to  the  frontier  of  Texas. 

The  information  requested  in  the  first  and  last 
branches  of  the  resolution,  is  mainly  furnished  by 
the  correspondence  herewith  submitted  between  this 
department  and  General  Gaines,  who  is  the  only  of 
ficer  of  the  army  known  to  have  railed  for  volun- 
teers or  militia  without  legal  authority  within  the 
periods  specified.  The  first  unauthorized  call  by 
that  officer  was  made  on  the  governor  of  Louisiana 
on  the  15th  of  August,  1845,  for  two  companies  of 
volunteer  artillery,  (about  200  men,)  which  were 
mustered  into  service  on  the  21st  of  that  month 
and  immednlely  sent  to  Texas,  to  report  to  General 
Taylor  at  Corpus  Chrisli.  As  soon  as  information 
of  this  call  was  made  known  to  this  department, 
General  Gaines  was  reminded,  in  a  comuiunication 
addressed  to  him,  that  authority  to  make  such  calls 
was  vested  only  in  the  president;  and  that  "the  emer- 
gency which  would  tolerate  or  excuse  the  assump- 
tion of  this  authority  by  a  military  officer  in  com- 
mand at  a  distance  from  the  seat  of  government,  in 
anticipution  of  the  president's  action  must  be  one  in- 
dicating great  and  imminent  peril  to  the  country — a 
peril  so  great  and  so  imminent  as  to  leave  no  reason- 
able doubt  that  the  president,  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  would  have  (elt 
It  to  be  his  duly  to  resort  lo  such  aid."  As  Ihe  call 
had  been  promptly  responded  to,  and  the  troops  sent 
lo  their  destination  before  the  action  of  Gen.  Gaines 
could  be  stayed.  General  Taylor  was  directed  to  re- 
ceive and  retain  llieni  in  service,  as  long  as,  in  his 
judgment,  the  public  exigency  might  require,  al- 
though, by  your  direction.  Gen.  Gaines  was  inform- 
ed that  his  proceeding  was  not  approved  by  you. — 
These  volunteers  were  discharged  and  sent  home  on 
the  expiration  of  their  three  months'  term  of  ser- 
vice. 

No  fuilher  calls  appear  to  have  been  made  by 
Gen.  Games  for  volunteers  or  militia,  uiilil  early  in 
May  of  the  present  year,  when  unauthorized  rei)uests 
or  requisitions  in  various  forms  and  of  ditlereni  im- 
port, were  made  by  him  for  a  volunteer  force,  some 
to  be  in  readiness,  and  others  for  immediate  entrance 
into  service,  the  amount  of  which  is  not  yet  known 
at  this  department,  but,  as  far  as  ascertained,  ia  em- 
braced in  a  statement  which  is  among  the  documents 
j  herewith  furnished. 

I  It  IS  also  understood  that  he  has  taken  measures  to 
I  organize  troops  independent  of  his  calls  upon  stales 
I  through  the  respective  governorE,  and  Ihe  accompa- 
j  nying  documents  show  that  he  had  appointed  various 
I  stall  officers,  wilhout  instructions  or  legal  authority. 
As  soon  as  information  was  received  of  those  pro 
ceedings,  prompt  measures  were  taken  to  counteract 
I  them,  and  to  arrest  ihis  course  of  independent  action. 
A  potlion  of  those  thus  called  into  service  by  requi- 
;  silions  upon  the  governors  of  Alabama,  .Mississippi, 
land  Missouri,  having  promptly  responded  lo  the 
I  same,  the  governors  oi  Ihose  states  were  informed 


that  these  calls  upon  them  had  been  recognized  to 
the  extent  of  Ihe  numbers  furnished  and  sent  to  reioj." 
To  this  extent,  and  no  fiiilher,  has  the  conduct  of 
General  Gaines,  in  making  requisitions  calling  into 
service  and  organizing  troops,  been  recognized,  and 
all  beyond  has  been  distinctly  disavowed. 

By  your  direction  orders  hare  been  issued  relier. 
ing  bim  from  the  command  of  tlie  western  divisioa 
and  requiring  him  to  repair  lo  this  cily. 

The  correspondence  called  fur  by  the  second 
branch  of  the  resolution  accompanies  this  communi-' 
cation  In  relation  to  that  pari  of  il  which  asks  for 
information  "whether  any  order  was  at  any  lime  gi»- 
en  by  the  president  or  secretary  of  war  to  Gen.  Scott 
to  proceed  lo  the  Rio  Grande,  or  to  lake  command' 
of  the  army,"  &c.,  I  have  to  stale  that  about  the  time  ' 
the  law  recoKiiizing  the  existence  of  a  war  bewteen 
the  United  Slates  and  Mexico,  and  authorizing  ths 
raising  of  a  volunteer  force  of  50,000  men  was  pass- 
ed, I  had  a  conversation  wilh  Major  General  Scotl, 
and,  by  your  direction,  informed  him  that  you  in- 
tended to  put  the  army,  designed  to  operate  against 
Mexico,  under  his  immediate  command,  and  invited 
him,  as  you  requested  me  to  do,  to  call  on  you  for' 
the  put  pose  of  receiving  your  views  and  instructioni. 
An  interview  between  yourself  and  him,  at  which  1 
was  present,  shortly  after  look  place,  when  you  an- 
nounced lo  him  your  determination  to  assign  him  lo 
the  command  of  the  army  in  the  war  against  Mexi- 
co. The  order  and  inslruitions  to  him  were  verbal, 
and  I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  been  reiterated 
in  writing.  Me  immediately  entered  upon  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  to  carry  into  eti'ecl  your  views 
and  instructions,  and,  down  to  the  present  time,  hai ' 
been  assiduously  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  office. 
Interviews  and  consultations  between  him  and  my- 
self, often  at  my  particular  instance,  have  very  fre- 
quently taken  place  in  regard  to  arrangements  and 
preparations  for  carrying  on  the  war.  When  1  first 
communicated  lo  him  your  intention  lo  place  him  In 
the  command  of  the  army,  he  replied,  that  he  should 
neither  decline  nor  solicit  that  service;  but  at  onca  ' 
on  receiving  your  verbal  order,  entered  readily  into' 
the  preparatory  measures  to  carry  them  into  eSect. 
I  am  not  a«are  that  he  claimed  "that  command  as 
due  him  from  his  rank  in  the  army,"  or  expressed 
any  wish  lo  be  assigned  lo  il,  until  his  preference 
was  intimated  in  his  letter  of  the  95th  ultimo,  in  re- 
ply lo  mine  of  the  same  date,  and  his  claim  set  forth 
111  that  of  the  27lh,  both  which  are  among  the  papers 
herewith  submitted:  His  wishes  in  this  respect  have 
not  been  made  known  lo  me,  further  than  they  are 
expressed  in  these  two  Idlers.  I  had  no  intimation 
whatever  that  you  intended  to  change,  or  thought  of 
reconsidering  the  orders  lo  General  Scolt,  commit- 
ting lo  him  the  command  of  the  army  to  operate 
against  J>lexico,  until  I  had  submitted  to  you  his  let- 
ter of  the  aist  ultimo,  .\fler  your  examination  of 
that  letter  I  received  your  direction,  changing  your 
previous  orders,  and  communicated  it  to  him  in  my 
letter  of  the  25th  of  May. 

1  have  the  honor  lo  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant.  W.  L.   MARCY. 

To  the  President. 

Headquarters  of  the  anny^ 
Hashington,  May  21,  1846. 
j      Sir:   I  have  received  no  orders,  as  yet,  assigning 
!  iBC  lo  the  Immediate  command  of  the  army  about  to 
j  be   raised  lo  conquer  a  peace  within  .Mexico;  but  1 
have  been  told  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  for  that 
I  service.     From  that  moment   I   have  occupied  my- 
self, incessantly,  wilh  the  vast  pieliininary  arrange- 
ments which  can   only  be  made  advantageously   at 
this  place,  through  the  respective  chiefs  of  the  gen- 
eral staff — the  adjutant  general,  quartermaster  gen- 
eral, commissar)    general   of  subsistence,  chief  of 
ordnance,  and  surgeon   general.     1   have  been  much 
occupied    also    in    the   distribution  of  the  quotas  of 
volunteers   needed  among   the  several  states;   in  ap- 
portioning the  horse  lo  the  fool;  in  the  study  of  the 
routes  of  march  and  water  conveyance  for  the  sev- 
eral bodies  of  troops  to  Ihe  best  points  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  Mexico;  in   the  study  of  the  northern  inte- 
rior,   and    the    southern  routes    to  that    republic;    in 
looking   10  the  means  of  transportation  on  the  Rio 
Grande,    lo   and   beyond   that   river;   in  determining 
the  depots  of  supplies  of  all  sorts  on  this  side,  &c., 
&c. 

As  these  matleri  are  retpectlrely  settled,  orders 
and  instructions  have  been,  or  will  be  given,  to  the 
chiefs  of  the  general  staU'  al  this  place,  and  the 
routes  of  march  and  water  conveyances,  together 
with  the  depots  for  supplies  of  every  description, 
are  finally  lo  be  communicated  to  Ihe  unknown 
coninianders  of  volunteers  whose  services  are  to  be 
accepted. 

In  the  midst  of  these  multitudinous  and  indispen- 
sable occupations  I  have  learned  from  you  that 
much  impatience  is  already  fell,  perhaps  in  high 
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quarters,  that  I  have  not  already  put  myself  in  route 
for  the  Rio  Grande;  and  now,  with  fourteen  hours  a 
day  of  preliminary  work  remaining  on  my  hands  for 
many  days,  I  find  myself  compelled  to  stop  that  ne- 
cessary work  to  guard  myself  against,  perhaps,  utter 
condemnation  in  the  quarters  alluded  to.  I  am  loo 
old  a  soldier,  and  have  had  too  much  special  experi- 
ence, not  to  feel  the  infinite  importance  of  securi^" 
myself  against  danger,  (ill  will  or  pre-condemna- 
tion,)  in  my  rear,  before  advancing  upon  a  public 
enemy. 

Not  an  advantageous  step  can  be  taken  in  a  for- 
ward march  without  the  confidence  that  all  is  well 
behind.  If  insecure  in  that  quarter,  no  general  can 
put  his  whole  heart  and  mind  into  the  uoi  k  to  be 
done  in  front.  I  am,  therefore,  not  a  little  alarmed, 
nay,  crippled  ill  my  energies,  by  the  knowledge  of 
the  impatience  in  question,  and  I  beg  to  say,  1  fear 
no  other  danger. 

My  intentions  have  been,  after  making  all  prelimi- 
nary arrangements  here,  to  pass  down  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi,  to  see,  or  to  assure  myself  by  corres- 
pondence, that  the  volunteers, on  whom  we  are  most- 
ly to  rely  in  the  prosecution  of  the  existing  »ar,  are 
rapidly  assembling  for  the  service;  to  learn  the  pro- 
bable time  of  their  readiness  to  advance  upon  Mexico; 
to  ascertain  if  their  supplies  of  every  kind  are  in 
place,  or  are  likely  to  be  in  place  in  sufficient  time; 
to  hasten  one  and  the  other;  to  harmonize  the  move- 
ments of  volunteers,  and  to  modify  their  routes,  (if 
necessary),  so  that  all,  or  at  least  a  sufficient  num- 
ber, shall  arrive  at  the  indicated  points  in  the  Mexi 
can  frontier  at  the  best  periods,  and,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, about  the  same  lime.  All  that  1  have  but 
tketchsd  I  deem  to  be  not  only  useful  to  success,  but 
indispensable.  As  a  soldier  I  make  this  assertion 
without  the  fear  of  contradiction  from  any  Uunest  and 
candid  soldier. 

Against  the  ad  cnfJanJiim  condemnation  of  all  other 
persons,  whoever  may  be  designated  for  the  high 
command  in  question,  there  can  be  no  reliance  (In 
his  absence)  other  than  the  active,  candid  and  steady 
support  of  his  government.  If  1  cannot  have  that 
sure  basis  to  rest  upon,  it  will  be  infinitely  better  for 
the  country,  (not  to  speak  of  my  personal  security), 
that  some  other  commander  of  the  new  army  against 
Mexico  should  be  selected.  No  matter  who  he  may 
be,  he  shall,  at  least,  be  judged  and  supported  by  n.e 
in  this  office  and  everywhere  else,  as  i  would  de' 
sire,  if  personally  in  that  command,  to  be  myself 
judged  and  supported. 

My  explicit  meaning  is,  that  1  do  not  desire  to 
place  myself  in  the  most  perilous  of  all  positions— 
a  fire  upon  my  rear  from  IVaslnngton,  and  the  fire  in 
front  from  the  Mexicans. 

It  was  distinctly  admitted,  and  laid  down  as  a  basis 
in  the  interviews  1  had  the  honor  to  hold  »iili  the 
president  and  yourself  on  Ihe  subject,  that  a  special 
army  of  some  thirty  thousand  troops,  regulars  and 
twelve  months'  volunteers,  would  be  necessary  for 
the  march  against,  and  the  conquest  of  a  peace  in 
Mexico.  1  adhere  to  that  opinion.  It  is  foreseen, 
with  tolerable  certainty,  that  we  shall  not  have  in 
many  months,  more  than  seven  thousand,  (if  quite  so 
many),  regulars,  applicable  to  that  service.  The 
remaining  numoers  are  to  be  made  up  in  volunteer 
horse  and  fool.  1  suppose  of  these,  taken  together 
about  17,000  have  been  actually  called  for.  There 
is  yet  good  lime  to  make  the  additions  suggested  in 
one  of  the  tables  1  had  the  honor  to  submit  last 
night. 

The  question  follows:  By  what  time  can  an  army 
of  about  30,U00,  as  above,  be  brought  to  act  from  ' 
the  difi'erent  points  agreed  upon  in  the  iiuervie.NS 
alluded  to,  upon  Mexico? 

More  than  half  ol  the  7,000  regulars  remain  to  be 
recruited.  I  hope  they  may  be  obtained  and  taken 
to  the  Rio  Grande,  though  raw  or  ininslructed,  by 
the  first  of  September  next.  Can  two  thuds,  or  even 
a  half,  of  the  volunteer  horse  be  got  to  thai  river 
much  before  that  time.'  I  greatly  doubt  ihe  possibili- 
ty— without  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  about  the  palriot- 
ism  or  zeal  of  the  citizens  who  have  been  specially 
called  upon.  The  fool  volunteers,  aided  by  waler 
transportation,  (believed  lobe  impossible  luih  the 
horse;,  may  probably  reach  all  llje  points  fur  com- 
mencing operations  a  week  or  two  earlier.  Uut  if 
horse  be  a  necessary  element  to  success,  (and  two- 
thirds,  if  nol  three-lourths,oflhe  Mexican  army  are 
understood  to  be  in  Ihe  saddle),  what  utility  would  ' 
ttiere  be  in  forcing  the  foot  much  ahead  of  the  horse' 
This  ought  to  be  matter  of  arrangement,  left  to  the 
commander  of  the  special  army,  as  information  may 
open  upon  him  in  his  progress  to  the  Mexican  fron- 
tier near  the  heads  01  columns,  or  in  easy  corres- 
ponding distance  with  moslof  them.  The  nartirnhir 
question  here  then  recurs.  Can  the  hoi se"^' '.''",'' 
Irorn  Kentucky,  the  most  distant  from  Mcmcu  1 
that  from  Tennessee,  (say  nineteen  days  nearer i 
teach  the  Rio  Grande  (i-j/  land  be  it   ren.cmbered)' 


much  before  the  day  (1st  of  September),  before 
mentioned.'  I  have  learned  personally  from  the  zea- 
lous and  intelligent  adjutant  general,  (Dudley)  of 
Kenlucky,  that  that  most  distant  horse  regi  nent 
cannot  be  assembled,  (say)  at  Frankfort  on  the 
Bowling-green,  earlier  than  the  latter  part  of  June. 
Thence  it  will  probablv  be  obliged  In  march  ria 
Memphis,  Fulton,  on  the  Red  river,  San  Antonio  de 
Bexar,  &c.,  a  line  of  some  1,300  miles.  The  routes 
of  Ihe  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  and  Mississippi  horse 
will  be  respectively,  say  400,  600,  and  700  miles 
shorter,  but  even  the  middle  of  Tennessee  horse  re 
giraent,  caiinol,  allowing  not  a  day  for  insiruction  at 
Its  rendezvous  on  Ihe  route,  reach  the  Rio  Grande, 
before  (according  to  all  computations  we  can  make 
here)  the  middle  of  August. 

I  think,  considering  ihat  we  cannot  hope  to  have 
more  than  800  regular  cavalry  on  the  lower  Rio 
Grande,  no  comma'uler  would  be  willing  to  enter 
Mexico  without  both  the  Kenlucky  and  Tennessee 
regiments  of  horse,  and  all  Ihat  have  been  called 
from  points  nearer  to  the  field  of  expected  opera- 
tions. I  may  now  slate  a  fact  which  seems  to  be 
conclusive  as  to  the  period  best  fur  taking  up  lines 
ol  operations  from  and  beyond  Ihe  lower  Rio 
Grande.  [ 

All  Ihe  information  Ihat  can  be  oblainrd  here 
represents  that  Ihe  rainy  season,  on  and  south 
ol  the  Rio  Grande,  begins  about  June,  and  ter- 
miiiales  about  the  first  of  .September;  that  during 
that  season  the  lioof  of  the  horse  and  the  mule 
becon.es  soltened  (though  shod)  and  diseased  so  as 
to  disable  the  animal  for  travel  and  work.     A-ain- 

1'%  i'^'  "l'^  "'  "''  ""'>■  season,  and  lor  s°ome 
week.,  later,  ihat  in  the  norli.ern  provinces  of  Mex- 
ico, men  and  horses  would  have  the  best  chance  to 
obtain  drinking  water;  the  horses  the  best  grazing 
and  Ihe  commissaries  Ihe  best  beef  and  mutton  for 

But  another  reason  has  been  mentioned  why  I 
should  leave  the  preliminary  work  to  be  done  here 
and  abandon  the  twelve  months  volunteers  to  find 
their  way  as  they  may  to  the  Mexican  frontier— 
viz:  the  number  of  palriolic  Louisianians  who  have 
poured,  and  are  pouring  in,  upon  Brevet  Brigadier 
General  1  aylor,  at  Point  Isabel  or  opposite  to  Mala- 
n'oros. 

Those  meritorious  volunteers  can,  under  the  cir    ' 
cumstances,  have    legally  engaged   for  three  monlhs 
onlv     They  could  have    had    no    knowledge  of  the 
volunteer  act   of  May    13,    1846,    without  which  no 
enrolment  for   more    than    ihree   months   would    be 
binding  upon  them.     After  that  term,  without  a  for- 
mal re  enrolment,  under  the  recent  act,  for  the  long- 
er period,  not   an    officer  or  a  man  could    be  legally 
held  to  service  or  tried    for  any  ofi-ence  whatever  - 
fhey    evidently    hastened   to    the    scene    of  danger 
to  succour   our    hlile   army    there;  to    save    it  from 
what  they  no  doubt  deemed    probable    surrender  or 
destruction.     Many  of  the  Louisianians  may  be  rea- 
dy to    become    twelve    mouths  volunteers,  and  to  be 
organized    legally    as    such.     As   three-monlhs  men 
they  could    hardly,  even    in    the    ab.sence  of  host  lie 
forces,  march  to   Monterey,   before    becoming    enti- 
tled to  (no  doubt)    an  honorable  discharge.      Before 
the   time    for   that  discharge,    it   may   certainly  be 
\yell— If  numbers  of  them    do    not    volunteer  under 
the  recent  act-to    send    the   quotas   of  foot,  called 
or  from  the  lower  Mississippi,  lo  aid  General  Tay- 
lor in   delending   his   position,  and   perhaps    taking 
new  ones  on    the   other   side   of  the  Rio  (Srande-- 
Bulforlhe   conquest  of  a  peace,  by    regular,  inces- 
sant, and  forward  movements,  the  basis  of  our  eal- 
jculations    here    (as  to  numbers)    must  be  altogether 
I  extravagant,  it  a  much    larger  army,  including  that 
m    position    and    one  very  ditferenlly  composed,  (m 
I  horse  and  foot,)  be  not   necessary,     li    was   to  c.im- 
;  mand  such  larger  army  that    1  understood  myself  as 
likely  lo  be  sent  to  the  Mexican  fionlier,  as  it  is  al- 
ways unjust  to  a  junior  general   who  has  done  well 
and  IS  supposed    lo  be  doing    well,  lo  supersede  him' 
by  a  general   of  higher   rank,  without   sending  with 
the  laiu-r   corresponding   reinforcements.     I  should  ' 
esteen.  myse  f  Ihe  unhappy  instrument  of  wounding 
the    honorable    pride    ol   the    gallant    and  judiciout 
I  aylor,  il  ordered  to  supersede  him  under  dillerent 
cireumslances. 


However  the  foreg.di.g  suggestions  (hastily  thrown 
together)  may  be  vieweU,  1  have  deemed  il  due  more 
tolheeuuntiy  ihan  my  humble  self,  that  1  should 
present  them,  and  awail  the  « ishes  or  Ihe  orders  of 
Ihe  president. 

With  great  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  remain 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

II       ,„   .     «,  VVINFJELD  SCOTT. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Marcv,  secretary  of  war. 


M'nr  Department,  May  25,  1846. 
Sir;  I  have   received  your  letter  ol  the  2l8l  in- 
stant, and  considering   its  extraordinary   characltr, 


I  and  the  grave  matters  set  forth  therein,  reflecting 
upon  the  motives  and  objects  of  the  president  in  ten- 
[dering  to  you,  as  he  has,  in  an  explicit  manner,  the 
command  of  the  forces  destined  for  the  war  against 
[  Mexico,  1  deem  it  to  be  my  dutv  to  lay  it  before 
him,  and  lake  his  direction  in  regard  to  its  con- 
tents. 

The  passages  in  your  letter  which  have  excited  his 
surprise  and  deep  regret,  are  those  in  which  you 
impute  to  the  president,  in  terms  not  inexplicit,  ill 
tDilt  towards  yourself,  or  precondemnation,  and  a 
course  of  conduct  on  his  part  which  has  already,  as 
you  allege,  impeded  your  labors  of  preparation  and 
crippled  your  energies. 

A  reference  to  two  or  three  paragraphs  in  your 
I  letter  will  show  that  he  is  nol  at  liberiy  to  give  a 
I  different  construction  of  your  language.  You  were, 
I  Ihrough  iiie  and  also  a  personal  interview  with 
j  the  president,  made  acquainted  with  his  settled  de- 
[termination  lo  put  you  in  immediate  command  of 
I  the  forces  to  be  employed  in  carrying  on  the  war 
I  with  Mexico,  and  you  had,  as  you  slate,  been  de- 
I  voting  your  time  and  atlcntion  lo  preliminary  and 
I  preparaiory  arrangements.  "In  the  midst  of  these 
[  multitudinous  and  indispensable  occupalions,"  (you 
say.)  "i  have  learned  from  you  that  much  impa- 
tience, 15  already  felt,  perhaps  in  high  quarters, 
that  1  have  not  already  put  myself  in  route  for  the 
Rio  Grande;  and  now,  wilh  fourteen  hours  a  day  of 
preliminary  work  remaining  on  my  hands  for  many 
days,  I  find  myself  compelled  to  stop  that  neces- 
sary work  to  guard  myself  against,  perhaps,  utter 
I  condemnation  in  Ihe  quarters  alluded  lo.  1  am  loo 
I  old  a  soldier,  and  have  had  too  much  special  experi- 
ence, not  to  feel  the  iiifiuiie  imoortance  of  securing 
myselfagainstdanger— (ill  will,'or  precondemnation^ 
in  my  rear,  before  advancing  upon  Ihe  public  ene- 
my. Nol  an  advantageous  step  can  be  taken  in  a 
I  forward  march,  without  the  confidence  that  all  is 
,  well  behind.  Il  insecure  in  Ihat  quarter,  no  gene-  i 
j  ral  can  put  his  whole  heart  and  mind  into  the  work  ■> 
to  be  done  in  front.  I  am,  therefore,  not  a  little 
I  alarmed — nay,  crippled  in  my  energies — by  the  know- 
ledge of  the  impalience  in  question;  and  1  beg  lo  say 
1  fear  no  other  danger." 

I      This  language  scarcely  requires  a  comment.  Thai 
It  conveys  the  strongest   suspicion— not  lo  say  a  di- 
rect imputation   of  most   tinworlhy    motives    in  the 
executive  governmenl— of  had  faith    lowards   your- 
self—of a  reckless  disregard  of  the    interests  of  the 
country- of  a  design  to  carry   on  a  war  against  you 
while  you  are   sent    forth    to  carry  on  a  war  against 
the  public  enemy,  there  can  be,  i  think,  no  question. 
You    must    allow    me    lo  advert    to  the  only  fact  to 
which  you  allude    as  the    foundation    for  such  grave 
imputations.      Yon   have    learned,   you    say,  from  me 
that  much  impalience  is  felt,  perhaps  in  high  quarters, 
that    1/oti  are   nol   already   put   in  rotite  for   Ihe   Rio 
Grande,  S{c.     What  was  said  on  this  point  at  our  in- 
terview, when  this  subject   was  alluded  to,  is  nol  so 
fully  staled  as  it   ouglit    lo    be,  considering  the  pur- 
poses   lo    which    you    have  converted  it.      You  pre- 
sented to  me  fully  and  clearly  the  difficulties  and  de- 
lays which,  in    your   opinion,  would    attend   Ihe  as- 
sembling of  Ihe  volunteers  on  the  Rio  tirande,  and, 
in  conclusion,  expressed  your  belief  ihat  it  could  not 
be  done  before  the  Ist   day    of   September    next      1 
then  alluded  to  the  troops  which  were  now  hastening 
to  Gen.  Taylor's  standard,  under  his  requisition— lo 
Ihe  excited  feelings  of  Ihe  counlry— to  the  palriolic 
ardor  of  those  troops— lo  the  disappointment  which 
both  they  and  Ihe  country  would  feel,  if  an  army  of 
eight  or  ten  thousand  men    were  on  the  Rio  Grande 
comparatively    inactive    during  their    enlire  lour  of 
service,  which  being  limited  to  three  months,  would 
terminate  before   the   periud   named  by  you  for  the 
assembling  of  Ihe  volunteers  on  the  Rio  Grande.    It 
was  with  special  relerencc  lo  Iheemploymenl  of  the 
iroops  that  would  be  on  that   frontier  by  the  1st  day 
of  June,  that  I  spoke   of  what    would   be  the  senti- 
ments of  Ihe  country,  and  of  the  service,  and  of  the 
expectations  of  the  executive   upon  this  suhiect.     I 
was  well   aware   that   the  president   was  most  anx- 
ious that  the  war  should  be  prosecuted  wilh  prompl- 
ness  and    vigor,  and   Ihat   the    brave   and    patriotic 
men  who  had  been  called  out  should  have  an  oppor- 
lunity  to  render   their  counlry  active   and   efleciive 
service.     1  knew,  too,  thai  the  pre-ident  confidentiv 
hoped  and  expected  ihat  a  large  porioii  of  the  volun- 
teers, authorised  by  the  act  of  May  13th.  would  ar- 
rive on  the   frontier   in   suflicienl   force   for   active 
operations  before  Ihe    time    which   you  indicated.— 
Witli   ilie    new   ol  securing    this  important  ohicci 
the  most   energetic   measures  had   been  adopted  -1 
bvcry   consideration   of  economy   and  duly  forbade 
that   the   Iroops   should,   if  thus   collected    be  per- 
mitted lo  remain  inactive,  by  reason   of  the  absence 
of  the   general    officer,    who,  fully   possessed  of  the 
views  ol  the  executive,  was  to  diiccl  llieu  move- 
menls. 
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I  did  not  deem  it  improper,  indeed,  I  considered  it 
a  matter  of  duty,  to  communicate  to  the  general,  to 
whom  the  president  had  freely  confided  thn  manage- 
ment of  the  war,  his  views  and  expectations  upon 
this  point  That  this  communication,  made  in  the 
manner  it  was,  should  not  have  been  kindly  receiv- 
ed, is  surprising  to  me;  but  vastly  more  so  13  the 
fact,  that  it  should  be  made  the  basis  of  the  most 
ofiensive  imputations  against  the  executive  govern- 
ment, which  had  voluntarily  selected  you  to  conduit 
our  urmy,  and  determined  to  put  at  your  disposal 
the  amplest  means  it  could  command  to  insure  victo- 
ry, and  to  bring  the  war  to  a  successful  and  speedy 
termination. 

It  was  also  a  matter  of  unfeigned  surprise  to  me 
that  you  should  have  attributed  to  the  preside.it  the 
intention  of  opening  a  fire  upon  your  rear,  while,  a 
fire  in  front  was  opened  upon  you  by  the  enemy. — 
On  what  fuundaiion  could  such  an  assumption  rest.> 
Had  nut  the  president,  in  a  frank  and  friendly  spi- 
rit, just  entrusted  you  wilh  a  command  on  which  the 
glory  and  interest  of  Ihe  country  depended,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  success  of  his  own  adniinislralion. — 
How  could  you,  under  these  circumstances,  arrest 
your  labors  of  preparation,  and  sutFer  your  energies 
to  be  crippled,  for  the  purpose  of  indulging  in  illi- 
beral imputations  against  the  man  who  had  just  be- 
stowed upon  you  the  highest  mark  of  his  confi- 
dence? 

Entertaining,  as  il  is  most  evident  you  do,  the 
opinion  that  such  are  the  motives  and  designs  of  the 
executive  lowards  you,  and  declaring  it  to  be  your 
explicit  meaning  that  "you  do  not  desire  to  place 
yoursell  in  the  most  perilous  of  .ill  positions— n  _/ire 
upon  yoxir  rear  from  ll'ashhigton,  ami  llie  fire  in  front 
from  Ihe  Mexicans,"  and  s  5  entertaining  them  entirely 
without  cause,  or  even  the  shadow  of  justification, 
the  president  would  be  wanting  in  his  duty  to  the 
country,  il  he  were  to  persist  in  his  determination 
of  luipusing  upon  you  the  command  of  the  army  in 
the  war  against  Mexico-  lie  would  probably  mis- 
understand the  object  you  had  in  view  in  writing 
your  letter,  and  disappoint  your  expectations,  if  he 
did  not  believe  that  it  was  intended  to  effect  a 
change  of  his  purpose  in  this  respect.  I  am,  there- 
fore, directed  by  him  to  say  thai  you  will  be  contin- 
ued in  your  present  position  here,  and  will  devote 
jour  efforts  to  making  arrangements  and  preparations 
for  the  early  and  vigorous  prosecution  of  hostilities 
against  iMexico. 

1  have  the  honor  lo  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  VV.  L-  MARCY. 

Major  General  VVinfield  Scott,  Commanding 
General,  &c.  ■ — 

HtaJquarters  of  ihe  army,  fVashiii^tcm,  May  25,  1845. 

Sui:  Your  leltir  ot  tins  dale,  received  at  about  6, 
P,  M-,  as  1  sat  down  lo  take  a  hasty  plate  of  soup,  de- 
mands a  prompt  reply. 

You  have  taken  four  days  to  reflect,  and  to  con- 
vict me,  upon  my  letter  lo  you  of  the  Slsl  instant,  of 
ofiiciai,  perhapi,  personal  disrespect  to  Ihe  constitu- 
tional commander  in-chief  of  llie  array  and  navy  of 
the  United  Stales. 

If  you  have  succeeded  in  imparting  that  iinpres 
sioii  lo  the  president,  then,  by  itie  conclusion  of  your 
lelltr,  written  in  his  behalf,  1  am  placed  under  very 
higl;  obligations  lo  his  magnanimity — may  1  nul  add, 
(0  hi!  kindnesi? — m  not  plac  ng  me  instantly  in  ar- 
rest, and  before  a  general  court  martial-  1  may  then 
hope  that  Ihe  preiiUent  saw  no  such  intended  disre- 
specl;  and  1  can  assure  you  both  that  I  feel  too  great 
a  deltrcnce  lu  Ihe  constitution  and  the  laws  of  my 
couiilry  lo  oiler  or  to  design  an  indignity  to  our  chief 
magi=trate- 

The  slrongcsl  passages  in  my  condemned  letter 
are,  1  think,  hypothetical.  In  it,  I  spoke  of  "impa- 
tience"— "perhaps  in  high  quarters;"  of,  "perhaps. 
Utter  condemnation  in  the  quarters  alluded  to;"  of 
the  "II  finite  impurtance  of  securing  myself  against 
danger  (itt  ioill  or  precomtc}niwlion)  in  my  rear,"  and 
of  that  "most  perilous  of  all  positions"  to  any  com- 
mander— "a  firs  upon  [his]  rear  from  Washington, 
and  the  tire  in  from  from  the  Mexicans."  And  1  also 
Bpoke  of  the  necessity  of  "the  active,  candid,  and 
steady  support  of  (such  coinmandet's)  government" 
in  hopts  of  conciliating  it. 

Now,  if  there  be  any  1  lleiice  to  the  president  in 
these  passages — the  imention  of  commuting  which 
I  utterly  disclaim — it  must  in  candor,  be  found  in  the 
meaning  of  the  passages  "high  quarters"  and  the 
"quarters  alluded  to,"  which  qualify  all  the  others 
quoted  by  juii. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  1  spoke  not  of  the  highest 
quarter,  but,  in  the  plural,  "high  quarters;'"  and  1 
beg  as  an  act  of  justice,  no  less  to  myself  than  the 
president,  to  say  1  meant  "imp.itience,"  and  even 
"precondenmalioii,"  on  your  pari,  and  the  known, 
open,  and  violent  conde.nnation  of  me  on  Ihe  part 
of  several  leading  and  supposed  confidants  of  the 
president   in    the    livo  bouses  of   congress,  (high 


quarters;)  because,  on  an  intimation — not  an  order 
— 1  did  not  flv  to  the  Rio  Grande,  without  waiting 
for  the  invading  army,  yet  to  he  raised — nay,  aban- 
doning it  to  get  lo  that  river  as  it  could,  and  without 
the  least  regard  to  the  honorable  pride  and  liistinc- 
lion  of  the  gallant  general  already  in  command  on 
that  river;  who,  we  knew,  had  done  well,  was  doing 
well,  anil  who,  1  was  quite  sure,  and  lus  little  army, 
would,  if  Ihe  occasion  olTeivd,  cover  Ihemsclves  wilh 
glory.  My  prediction,  in  this  respect,  has  been  fully 
accomplished. 

But  that  I  did  fear,  and  meant  to  express  the  fear 
in  my  hasty  letter  of  the  2hl,  that  those  person^ 
here  eniiineraled  would,  sooner  or  later,  imparl 
their  precondemnalion  of  me  to  the  president,  I 
will  not  deny.  My  letter  was  written,  in  part,  lo 
guard  both  the  president  and  myself  against  such  a 
result,  which  w..uld  have  been  fatal,  not  only  lo  mo, 
but  perhaps,  for  a  campaign,  to  Ihe  service  of  the 
country.  Hence  the  details  1  entered  into  to  show 
the  president  and  the  secrelary  of  war — neither  sup 
posed  to  be  professionally  experienced  in  the  tech- 
nical preliminaries  of  a  campaign  —  what  had  been, 
and  what  would  continue  for  some  days — my  inces- 
sant occupations.  There  is  no  special  pleading  in  this 
explauatiiin.  It  is  written  and  ottered  in  good  faith; 
in  proof  of  which  1  heglo  refer  to  my  letter  to  you  of 
of  this  dale,  in  ihiee  hours  before  the  reception  of 
that  to  which  1  am  now  replying. 

You  speak  of  my  interview  wilh  the  president 
on  Ihe  subject  of  the  inlended  formidable  invasion 
of  Mexico.  I  wish  I  had  the  time  to  do  justii'e  lo 
my  recolleelion  of  the  president's  excellent  sense, 
military  comprehension,  patience,  and  courtesies,  in 
these  interviews.  1  have  since  ofleii  spoken  ot  Ihe 
admirable  qualities  he  displayed  on  those  occasions, 
with  honor,  as  far  as  it  was  in  my  power  to  do  him 
honor. 

And  to  you,  sir,  allow  me  to  say  I  have  not  accus 
ed  you,  and  do  not  mean  to  accuse  you,  of  a  set  pur- 
pose to  discredit  me  as  the  commander  al  first  de- 
signed fur  the  new  army  thai  is  lo  invade  .Mexico. — 
1  bear  in  mind  with  pleasure  Ihe  many  personal  cour- 
tesies that  1  have,  for  long  years,  received  at  your 
hands.  But  1  have  for  many  days  believed  thai  you 
have  allowed  yourself  lo  be  influenced  against  me  by 
the  clamor  of  some  of  the  friends  to  whom  1  have 
alluded.  To  that  source,  and  from  no  ill  will  of 
your  own,  1  have  feared  that  you  had  not  made,  and 
were  .-;ot  likely  to  make,  the  just  and  easy  explana- 
tions in  my  behalf,  which  might  be  made.  You  arc 
also  aware  of  other  causes  of  uncasine^s  1  have 
against  the  departmenl — of  the  want  of  Ihal  confi 
dence  and  support  necessary  to  my  olTicial  position — 
whether  here  or  on  the  llio  Giandc.  I  have  iierelo- 
fore  explained  myself  on  these  points,  which  renders 
repetition  unnecessary. 

Whether  it  shall  be  Ihe  pleasure  of  tiie  president 
to  send  me  to  the  Rio  Grande,  (which  I  would  pre 
fer,)  or  to  retain  me  here,  I  can  only  say,  I  am  equal 
ly  ready  to  do  my  duly  in  either  position,  with  all 
ray  zeal,  and  all  my  ability. 

In  great  haste,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your 
most  otedient  servant, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Marct,  secretarv  of  n  ar. 


LETTER  FROM   MAJ.  GEN.  SCOTT  TO  THE  SEC  y  OF  WAR. 

Heailquarters  of  the  army, 
It  asliinglon,  May  2a,  1846 

1  respectfully  submit  lo  the  secrelary  of  was  cer- 
tain leading  poiiils,  on  Ihe  sellltnient  of  which  will 
depend  a  great  number  of  smaller  mailers  to  be  at- 
tended to  successively  and  rapidly. 

My  allusion  is  to  the  diU'erent  stale  quotas  of 
twelve-inonlh  volunteers  which  have  been  called 
for,  and  which  are  lo  be  ordered  to  march  against 
Mexico. 

1  suppose  that  those  volunteers  may  be  by  slates, 
assembled  at  their  respective  rendezvous  a6oii{  as 
follows: 

Ohio  quota,  at  or  near  Cincinnati,  June  20,  1846- 

Kenlucky  quota,  at  say  t'raiikforl  or  Bowling 
Green,  June  2U,  1846. 

Indiana  quota,  at  say  Madison  or  JefTerson,  June 
20,  1846- 

Illinois  quota,  at  say  Quiiicy  and  Shawneetown, 
June  25,  1846- 

Tennessee  quota,  al  say  Nashville  and  Memphis, 
June  25,  1846. 

Missouri  quota,  al  say  Fort  I/eavenworlh  and  Jef- 
ferson Barracks,  June  25,  1346. 

Arkansas  quola,  al  say  Washington  or  Fulton, 
June  30,  1846- 

Mississippi  quola,  al  say  Natchez,  June  30,   1846 

Alabama  quola,  al  say  .Mobile,  June  30,  1846. 

Georgia  quota,  al  say  Columbus,  on  the  Challa 
hooctie,  June  30,  1846. 

The  great  diUicuIiy  first  to  be  considered  is,  the 
placing  of  the  mounted  volunteers  on  the  Rio  Grande, 


and  at  Ihe  proper  poinis— sav  (for  Ihe  Chihuahua 
expedition)  a  little  north  of  Ihe  Presidio  de  Rio 
Grande;  and  (for  th»  march  upon  Monterey  and 
south)  al  Camargo  and  at  -Malamnrns,  or  Rhinoso. 

Supposing  the  rivers  to  be  navigable  in  all  July 
for  steamers  of  the  middle  size,  Ihe  horse  regiments 
may  be  Iransporkd  (hut  al  great  cosl)  from  Kenluc- 
ky, Tennessee,  &c.,  ria  New  Orleans  and  Ihe  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  lo  La  Baca,  (a  branch  al  Malagordn  hay.) 
and  Ihcnce  marched  to  the  Presidio  de  Rio  Grande, 
so  as  lo  reach  Ihal  more  dislanl  point  by  (say)  the 
1st  of  August.     The   horse  destined   for  the   lower 

poinin — as    Camargo,    Rhinosa,    and    Malamoros 

might  proceed,  hy  sea,  lo  Point  Isabel,  and  thus  roach 
the  Rio  Grande  a  litlle  earlier.  But  Ihe  horse  regi- 
ment from  Arkansas,  would  be  olilicfd  lo  march 
from  Fiillon  lo  Ihe  Presidio  do  Rio  Grnnrle,  (say) 
fiOO  miles  which  would  delay  its  arrival  lo  about  tiio 
10th  of  August. 

All  the  foot  volunteers  called  for,  aided  by  steam, 
may  be  taken  lo  the  several  points  on  the  Rio  Grande 
a  litlle  earlier. 

Il  is  thus  shown,  according  lo  Ihe  best  calculations 
which  can  be  mode  here — no  mailer  how  great  the 
zeal  and  energy  of  the  slate  anlhorities  and  of  the 
volunteers  themselves— that  the  wliole,  (say  22,000,) 
nor  the  greater  part  of  the  twelve-month  volunleers 
—  Iiorse  and  foot — cannot  be  broii;;lil  on  the  Rio 
Grande  before  the    first  week  in  August,  if  so  soon. 

Assuming,  then,  the  possibility  of  gelling  (say) 
23,000  twelve-month  volunteers  (horse  and  fool)  in 
position  on  the  Rio  Grande  hy  the  Isl,  or  even  the 
10th  of  August,  and  leaving  out,  for  the  present,  the 
possibility  of  exiending  the  regular  regimcnls  (there 
or  to  be  sent)  by  raw  recruits  lo  6,00i)  or  7,000  men 
— all  within  llie  same  time — I  come  next  lo  Ihc  sec- 
ond dilficulty — cnii  the  troops,  ajter  getting  in  position, 
take  up  lines  of  operations  beyond  that  river  with  any 
probability,  nny.  possibility,  of  adoantage,  in  the  month 

of  .liltgUSl? 

This  is  the  question  put  here  in  the  sccoini  place; 
but  which  is  the  first  in   imporlance  now  to  be  met. 

As  a  soldier,  whether  I  am  to  command  in  Ihe  ex- 
pedition or  not,  it  is  my  duty  to  meet  il.  No  matter 
what  the  danger  lo  myself — and  1  know  Ihal  1  have 
already  been  condemned  for  having  suggclcd  the  Ist 
of  September  as  the  earliest  day  for  marching  much 
beyond  the  Rio  Grande — I  have  now,  according  to 
better  and  most  reliable  information,  come  lo  Ihe 
conclusion  that  such  operalions  cannot,  after,  say 
the  lOlh  of  June,  or  before  the  Isl  of  October,  be  as- 
sumed wilh  the  least  possible  advantage.  This  is 
a  conclusion  which,  (under  every  personal  dan- 
ger) 1  dare  announce,  and  I  beg  all  above  me  in  au- 
thority to  discuss  il  wilh  severity,  but  also  wilh  can- 
dor; and  if  the  conclusion  shall  be  found  lo  be  just, 
Ihal  1  may  be  cordially  and  extensively  sustained 
against  the  clamors  o(  the  ignorant  anu  the  slanders 
of  the  malign.  I  make  this  request  not  as  a  personal 
favor,  but  for  the  good  of  the  service,  so  far  as  my 
humble  abilities,  and  far  greater  experience,  may  be 
deemed  of  any  advantage  lo  that  service. 

iMy  conclusion  as  to  the  1st  of  0.;tober  is  founded 
on  Ihe  most  salisfactory  information  derived  from 
col.  A.  Butler,  a  distinguished  olfioer  in  the  war  of 
1812,  since  minister  in  Mexico,  &c.  and  from  gen.  J. 
T.  .Mason,  who  has  travelled  much  in  Mexico  wilh 
col.  Butler-  Il  is  clear  lo  my  mind  that  the  two  know 
more  of  Nurlhem  and  Middle  Mexico  ihan  all  other 
persons,  taken  together,  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. I  beg  to  refer  lo  them.  They  are  full, 
precise,  and  emphatic  on  Ihe  subject. 

If  their  conclusion  (now  mine)  be  adopted  by  Ihe 
higher  aulhorilies  here,  and  laid  down  as  a  basis, 
then  thtso  smaller  points  and  details  necessarily  fol- 
low: 

Let  the  stale  quotas,  as  above,  meet  al  Ihe  respec- 
tive rendezvous  without  delay,  be  inspected,  muster- 
ed into  service,  and  armed,  as  promptly  as  practica- 
ble; let  them  be  supplied  wilh  subsi-tence,  camp 
equipage,  he  put  under  instruction,  and  held  in  readi- 
ness in  lime  lo  reach  Ihe  Rio  Grande,  according  to 
Ihe  rou'cs  which  may  be  given,  a  lillle  before  the 
beginning  of  October — say  by  the  25lh  of  September. 

It  is  here  assumed  llial  all  spare  lime  for  insliuciion, 
as  cavaliy  ur  us  inlaniry,  had  lutier  betoken  at  iliis 
than  the  other  end  of  the  line  (K.10  Grande)  of  march 
or  waicr  iransporlotion;  Isi,  on  accouni  of  liebiih, 
(while  al  rest;)  and,  2.1,  on  account  of  abundance  and 
cheapness  of  subsisieiicc  and  uilicr  supplies. 

Bui  iliere  are  offsets  acj.iins' ihoseadvaniages:  1.  'I'lie 
rivers  in  August  and  Sepiemher  in.iy  not  furnish  asi/iiod 
iia*igation  as  in  July.  H.  Such  of  the  iron|/s  as  shall  be 
uhligcd  to  pass  hy  New  Oilcans  may,  afier  Julv,  Iju  in 
danger  of  lakiiig  ihe  yellow  feverj  and  3.  The  earlier 
presence  of  a  portion  of  iho  tweive-inoiiili  voluriieere 
may  (possibly;  be  needed  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  posi- 
lions  on  ihe  Rio  Grande,  (say)  Malamoros,  Rhinosa, 
and  Camureo,  wliich  Gen.  Taylor  may  have  inkcii,  or 
desire  lo  lake,  beiorc  the  !ari;c  army  can  be  ready  (say 
Oct.  Isl,;  lo  lake  up  the  long  line  of  invas.on. 
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All  these  puinls  I  am  resdy  to  disc.ss,  to  bal.inoe  and 
lOEettle  with  the  secretary  o(  war,  at  his  call;  and  I  beg 
to  add  that  they  oii2hi  lobe  early  settled. 

N.iw,  1  hope  to  be  pardoned  m  aayiiig  sometliing  lur- 
ihpr  ill  respect  to  myself.  .      ,     ,  .  . 

I  have  been  preparing,  by  looluiia  to  qiiotas,  renJez 
vousroute'i  ;on  b.ith  sides  of  the  Rio  Grande,)  arms, 
accoutreinenis,  camp  equipiae,  subsisience,  means  ot 
transportation,  (steamers,  wheels,  and  packs,)  IVIe.xican 
lopooraphy,  &.<.:■.  itc,  in  order  t..  be  ready  to  obey  any 
insirTicDoiis  lor  distant  service,  wiih  which  the  pre.^ideiu 
nriy  honor  me.  Such  have  been  my  incessant  occupa- 
tions since  ihe  intimation  that  I  niiglit  be  required  to 
command  ihe  new  forces  against  Mi'.'iico. 

I  think  my  preliminary  and  lu-ces-'ary  occupations  i  i 
may  be  endtd  here  in  (say)  three  days  more,  when  pre- 
mising ihai,  after  the  gicat  and  brilliant  victories  o(  liie 
gallant  Taylor,  (of  which  we  have  recently  hear.U  1 
should  be  ashamed  to  supercede  linn  before  the  arrival 
of  competent  reinforeemems  to  pcneirate  the  interior, 
and  10  uouqner  a  peace,  I  .shall  be  ready  for  any  instruc- 
tions or  orders  with  which  ilie  pi;esnJent  may  honor  me. 

All  which  is  respecllully 


I' 


No  officer  of  the  army  or  navy  was  ever  de.spatched  by  I  to  which  I  have  allued— I  should  not  be  sent  againte 
any   executive,  on   distant   iniporiaiu  service,    without  |  Me.tico. 
u.'ri!!en  instructions,  or  orders  from   his  government.     I] 
have  1 

that  such  papir  iiau   ueeii  uiawii    u|j,  u.  ..»..  ■'■- I  ~r   T "  ■" -   "7  \iriMr.'i'-'i' ii  'si-nTT 

preparation   for  me.     It  is  evideni,  then,  that,    without    obedient  servant,  \V[NHe.LD  &t.OII. 

written  instruciions,  or  orders,  I  could  not  have  left  my  p.  S,  I  ndj  to  the  papers,  herewith,  a  copy  of  Col. 
habitual  duties  here,  independent  of  the  preliminary  ar-  Butler's  ejcplanalory  notes  of  a  rough  sketch  made^by 
rangemenis  fir  Ihe  formiaable  movements  con'emplated    him  of  northern  Mexico,  which  may  be      '     '^'-      '^'-- 


I  now.  however,  hope  lor  better  fortune;  and,  ap- 
ived  no  such  paper,  and  have  never  even  heard    pealing  lo  the  justice  of  the  president  and   the  nghta  of 
papir  had   been  drawn    up,  or  was  even  in    senior  rank,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  moat 


WINFIELD  SCOTT. 
Hon.  W.  L.  Makcy,  secretary  of  war. 


VVnr  deparlment.  May  26,  1S45. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  yesterday,  alth.iuah  lefiat  nyhou.^e 
last  evenin",  was  not  received  by  me  until  this  morning. 
Tliou<J-li  niH  inich  of  the  time  between  the  dale  of  yours 
of  ihe°'-21st,  and  of  mv  reply  of  yestenlay  was  devoted 
10  ihe  subject,  yet  it  was.  as  justice  to  yon  required  it 
it  should,  well  considered,  ami  the  consiructioii  reluct 
anily  given  to  your  letter,  was  such,  and  only  such,  as 
your  lanuuage  seemed  to  mi  to  render  iin  ivoidablc.  As 
you  now  explain  ihat  letier,  the  suspicims  or  imputa- 
tions of  ••ill-will,"  "piecondemnaiion,"  &,o.,  ,vere  not 
iniended  by  you  to  be  applied  to  ihe  president,  but  in 
some  measure  to  myself  There  is  no:hing  in  that  letier 
which  warrants  this  particular  application,— there  was 
nothing  in  our  intercourse,  and  certainly  nothing  in  the 
stale  of  my  feelings  which  could  lead  even  to  a  conjuc- 
lure  that  sucli  an  iipplication  was  designed. 

You  canntii  recur  wiih  more  pleasure  than  I  do  to 
the  "many  personil  couriesies''  beuveeu  us  for  "long 
years."  and  I  was  unconscious  that  the  kindly  feelings 
in  which  they  h.ad  their  origin,  had  undergone  any 
change— on  my  part  they  eeriaiiily  hid  not.  I  had 
hoped  that  your  knowledge  of  niy  character  was  such 
as  to  place  me  m  your  opinitni  beyond  the  suspicion  or 
apprehension  which  you  seem  lo  have  indulged,  that  1 
was  capable  of  being  influenced  and  controlled  in  my 
official  conduct  towards  you  fiy  unfounded  clamtir.  even 
should  it  come  trom  "leadi:.g  and  supposed  coiiti  latils 
of  the  president  in  the  two  houses  of  congress  "  As  you 
"have  not  accused,''  and  as  you  declare  ''do  not  mean 
lo  accuse  me  of  a  set  vurpose  to  discredit  you,  as  the 
commander."  &,c  ,  but  only  fear  the  efl'ectsot^ sinister  in- 
fluences, I  suhinil  lo  your  judi/menl  whether  it  was  noi 
duo  lo  our  personal  anil  official  relaiiona,  that  you 
should  have  been  more  explicit— that  you  should  have 
elated  the  circuinsiances  which  had  excited  your  appre- 
hensions, and  thereby  opened  the  vvay  to  correct  the 
rash  conclusion  you  have  adopted,  "ihal(I)  had  allowed 
(tnysell )  to  be  inlhienced  by  the  cltinior  of  some  of  the 
fiiends  lo  wh"m  (you)  have  alluded." 

You  Elate  that  1  am  "aware  of  other  causes  of  unca- 
einess''  (you)  "have  against  the  department— ot  the 
want  of  that  confidence  and  support  necessiry  to  (your) 
official  position,  whether  here  or  on  the  Rto  Grande  '' — 
I  must  say  that  I  am  wholly  ignorant  uf  any  just  cause 
for  unea.'iness  on  your  part,  and  I  am  very  tsure  yuu 
have  no  ground  whatever  to  eiistain  the  allegaiion  of  a 
want  of  that  confiilence  and  supp  irt  n  cessary  to  your 
"official  position.''  The  matters,  or  rather  matter  to 
whieh  yuu  allude,  (lor  1  can  recollei'i  but  one,)  and 
which  has  heen  made  ihe  subject  of  a  frank— and  1 
hoped — satisfactory  explanation,  was  of  minor  iie.port 
once  of  loo  slight  a  character  lo  disiuib  our  friendly  in- 
tercourse, or  influcnco  in  the  smullcst  de-fee  our  offi- 
cial icIaiioiK^. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedi 
entservans  M.  L.  MARGY. 

Major  General  Winfield  Scott, 
Commanding  General,  &,c.  &c. 


against  Mexico  .        ,       „     .  u   j 

On  the  ISih  instant,  hearing  that  Mexican  troops  had 
p.issed  the  Rio  Grande,  and  of  the  capture  of  Ciplain 
Thormofi's  deiachmenl,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  General 
■Taylor,  a  copy  of  which  I  annex,  and  beg  il,  also,  (with 
ihis  letter,)  may  lie  laid  before  the  president.  The  letter 
to  Gen.  Taylor  was  twice  sent  up  to  you  before  it  was 
despatched,  and,  at  your  instance,  was  changed  (by  the 
omission  uf  a  parar;raph)  to  the  exact  shape  of  this  copy. 

lis  last  paragraph  is  in  these  words:  "I  do  not  now 
expect  to  reach  the  Rio  Grande  much  ahead  of  the  hea- 
vy reinl^^ircemenls  ,illuded  lo  a'oove,  or  t.i  assume  the  im- 
mediate command  in  that  quarter  before  my  arrival." 

I  quote  this  paragraph  lo  show  that  I  did  not  expect  to 
be  sent  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  did  not  even  suspect  il 
was  the  intention  of  the  president,  or  yourself,  to  send 
me  thither,  "much  ahead  of  the  heavy  reinforeemems 
alluded  lu"— viz:  some  twenty  odd  thousand  volunteers, 
besides  a  few  additional  reirulars. 

Thoug  I  I  had  occasion  to  see  you  twice  or  thrice  in 
the  mean  lime,  I  heard  no  complaint  from  you,  and  re 
ceived  no  corieciion  of  that  misapprehension— if.  .n  fact, 
I  had  fallen  into  any— bef  ire  the  evening  of  the  20th  in- 
I  slant,  when  you  spoke  of  the  impatience  manifested  at 
my  occupations  (.ir  delay)  here— which  complaint  caus- 
ed my  letter  lo  you  of  the  next  morning— .May  21st. 

It  seemed,  therefire,  cvi-.enl  lo  me,  at  the  time,  that 


The 


aluable. 
colonel,  in  the  notes,  is  not  so  full  on  the  rainy  i 
he  and  Gen.  J.  'I'.   Mason  were  in  conversation  with 
me.     I  beg  again  to  refer  to  iheni  personally.     W.  S. 
Hon.  \Vl.  L.  Marcy,  secretary  of  war. 

Hearlutuirters  of  the  army. 
IVaahinntm,  May  18.  18-16. 
Sir:  We  have  no  report  from  you  later  than  the  26th 
ultimo,  and  but  little   through  unofficial  sources  so  late 
as  the  morning  of  the  2Dth.     Of  course,  notwithstand- 
ing our  high  confidence  in  you  and  your  little  army,  we 
are  anxious  to   hear  further  from  you.     All  the  success - 
that  may  be  expected  under  the  circumstances  is  confi- 
dently relied  upon. 

Coniiress  having  recognised  the  existence  of  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  ihe  republic  of  Mexico 
and  having  authorized  the  acceptance  of  50.000  volun- 
teers, the  war  department  has  already  called  upo"  seve- 
ral slates  for  quotas  of  Iwelve-monih  volunteers — mak- 
ing a  toial  of  aboul2n.OOO,  say  one-fourth  horse,  to  march 
upon  Mexico  from  diffireiit  points  on  the  Ri )  Grande. 
Ot  course,  at  this  early  moment,  and  at  this  distance 
from  the  scene  of  intended  operations,  no  definite  plan 
of  campaign  has  been  laid  down.  Being  destined  lo  the 
chief  commanii  of  ihe  augmented  forces,  I  shall  delay 
as  much  as  possible  of  that  plan  until  I  can  profit  by 
■  complaint  had  been  caused  by  ihe  out-of-door  cia-'  youf  h<!tter  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  country,  when  it 
mors  to  vhich  1  have  since  alluded.  '^  '"y,h»Pe  'o  have  the  benehl  of  your  valuable  serv  ces 

„;         ,  ,    .-       T  -      ,  ,  r   I      „,,     according  to  your  brevet  rank  and  with  the  column  that 

Three  hours  befo,-e  I  received  your  letter  of  the  25ih  |,y  (|,g  .^y^t  agreeable  to  you. 

instant,  conveying  the  displeasure  of  the  execniive,  and        ^y^  |,^^,g  multiplied  our  force  on  the  general  recruil- 
wiihout  the  least  expectation  of  receiving  such  a  letter,  i  ,„„  g^fvice,  and  hope,  in   two  or  three  months,  to  bring  ' 
I  had  sent  inio  you  my  report  or  note  of  the  same  day,    ^^^^^^  privates  of  companies  to  70  or  80— at  least  in  the 

regiments  with  you. 

I  fear  that    >ve  shall  not   be    able   to   put  on   the  Rio 
Grande,  with  our  utmo.sleffiris,  more  than  tenor  fifteen- 
thousand  volunteers  by  the  first  of  September— the  beat 
period,  we  learn  here,  lor  the  commencement  of  opera- 
lions  beyond,  with  the  view  to  the  conquest  of  peace. — 
What  you  may  have  done  since  the  26in  ultimo,  or  wiiat 
you  may  be  able  to  accomplish  before  September,  with 
your  limited    means,  towards  that  general  end — an  ho- 
norable peace — cannoi   now   be  assumed.      We  may  '• 
htipe,  that,  with  ihe  small  reinlorcemenis  yon   have  by  ' 
ihis  time  received,  you  have   forced  back  ihe  Mexicans  ' 
lo  the  righl  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  perhaps  may 
have  taken  Matamoros,  or  possibly,  by  the  greatly  su- 
perior army  of  the  enemy,  you  may   now  be  placed 
stiiciiy  on  ihe  defensive.     By  this,  il  is   not  intended  ta) 
I  embarrass  you   with  ne  iv  instructions,  but  to  give  you  , 
inlormaiioii  as  lo  expectations  or  intentions  entertained 
1  hei-K — leaving  you  under  the  instructions  you  have  a!-,; 
n  good  judgment,  zeali  ■ 

I  do  not  now  expect  to  reach  the  Rio  Grande  much 
ahead  of  the  heavy  reinforcements  alluded  lo  above,  or 
lo  assume  the  immediate  command  in  thai  quarter  be- 
lore  my  arrival. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  WINFIELD  SCOTT.      ' 

Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  Tayloe,  commandins;,  &c.,  &c. 


Headifiiarlers  aj  the  iirmy, 
ll'ushinglvn.  May  27,  1846. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesie 
day,  at  my  idfice,  about  9  o'clock  at  nii;lil. 

As  you  do  not  say  that  you  had  slee.vn  my  explanato- 
ry note  to  you  ol  the  previous  night.  May  25,  (printed  in 
the  Union  of  June  8)  to  ilie  president,  may  1  beg  you  to 
lay  the  l'a:r  copy  (herewith;  bclore  him.  In  ihis  copy 
I  have  inserteil  in  brackets  a  material  word — "friends" 
— accidentally  oinined  in  the  hurry  of  writing,  and  also 
a  developmeiii  of  my  incanini!  m  another  place,  in  red 
ink  and  lu  brackets. 

Allow  me  lo  recapilnlnle  some  of  the  principal  facts 
in  my  present  (to  me)  nnfoilunale  niiaundcrsiaiiding 
with  the  war  deparlment. 

About  the  i:ith  instant,  both  you  and  the  president 
expressed  the  detire,  very  explicitly,  llial  I  should  con- 
duct,  on  an  exlensive  scale,  with  the  new  forces  about 
10  be  raised,  the  conquest  of  a  peace  wiihin  Mexico  — 
I  considered  myself  honored  by  i lie  intended  appoitii- 
nienl,  and  1  beg  that  my  expiessions  on  ihe  occasion, 
which  1  need  noi  here  repeal,  may  he  leineiiibered. 

1  have  s.iid  in  my  letter  lo  you  ol  ihe  21ai  instuiit,  "I 
have  received  no  orders  as  yet,  assiKmng  me  to  the  im- 
mediate command  of  iho  army  abi.'ul  to  be  raised,''  i>cc- 


(Ihe  25th,)  which  concluded  wiih  this  declaration: 

"I  think  my  preliminary  and  necessary  occupation 
may  be  ended  here  in  (say)  three  days  more,  when- 
premising  that  after  the  ureal  and  brilliant  victories  of 
the  gallant  Taylor,  (of  which  we  have  recently  heard,) 
I  bliould  be  ashamed  lo  supercede  him  before  the  arrival 
of  competent  reinforcements  to  penetrate  the  interior  of 
Mexico,  and  to  conquer  a  peace— I  shall  be  ready  for 
any  instructions  or  orders  wiih  which  the  president  may 
honor  me." 

And  again,  on  that  day,  (the  night  of  the  25ih,)  after 
receiving  the  censure  of  the  president,  through  your  let- 
ter, I  concluded  my  prompt  explanatory  reply,  thus: 

"Whether  it  shall  be  the  pleasure  of  the  president  to 
send  me  lo  the  Rio  Grande,  (which  I  would  prefer,)  or 
to  retain  me  here,  I  can  oiilv  say  I  am  equally  ready 
to  do  my  duty  in  either  position  wiih  all  my  zeal  and  all 
iny  ability." 

I  still  hope  when  the  president  shall  have  read  that 
explanatory  letier  and    ihe   foregoing  exposition  of  facts  ,  ,  -  - 

attenlively,  he   may  be   wilhng   lo  recur  lo  his  original    feady  received,  and  to  y 

purpose,  and    accord  to  my   senior  rank  the  preference  ^ndj'i"=Jhgc"i^_c. ^  ^^ 

which   I  have   never  ceased  to  entertain,  and  which  I  '  " " 

should  have  pressed  with  incessant  zeal,  but  for  the  ap. 
prehensions  heretofore  expressed,  and  wliich  your  letier! 
has  nearly,  if  not  quile.  removed.  I  iherefoie  beg  to  | 
to  claim  that  command,  whenever  ihe  president  may 
deem  il  proper  to  give  me  ihe  assignment — whether  to- 
day, or  ai  any  other  beuer  time,  he  may  bo  pleased  to 
designate. 

In  your  rejoinder  lo  me  of  yesterday  (May  2fiih,)  which 
I  have  acknowledged  above,  you  quote  from  my  letter 
of  explanation  the  words;  "You  are  also  aware  of  other 
causes  of  uneasiness  I  have  agaiiis.  the  department,'' 
&.C.,  &c. 

Your  notice  of  ihis  complaint,  on  my  part,  is  so  liberal 
-not  10 say  kind— that  lam  bound  lobe  frank  and  expli- 
cit, as  to  one  ol  those  causes:  I  had,  upon   niy  mind,  in 

hastily  penning  those  words,  these  ftiois:  Brigadier  Ge- 

neral  Wool  was  called  to   this  place,  by   letier  of  your 

own  writing,  to  command,  under  me,  one  of  the  delacfi- 

ed  columns  against  Mexico,  according  to  an  understand* 

ing  between  the  president,  you,  and  nie,  lo  that  effect. 

I  saw  Gen.  Wool  first,  the  day  of  his  arrival  (.May  17,) 

and    coniniunicaled   lo   him  ihe  purpo.se  of  his  being 

called   to  ihis   place.    In  a  day  or  two,  I  learf.ed  fiom 

Gen.  Wool  that,  nolwilhstanding  my  iniiinalion,  he  had 

been  told  by  you.  he  ought  not  be  uliimalely  assit;ned  to 

ihat  command,  because,  perhaps,  other  generals  might 

be  authorized   and   app.'inled,  for  the  army,  and  called 

into  service  from  the  slates.     That  inforntaiion  gave  me 

no  serious  apprehensions  for  Gen.  Wool  or  myself,  until 

I  saw,  in  the  morning  id'  the  i!Oth,  a  bill  reported  in  ihe 
senate  (at  your  immediate  instance  I  knew,)  the  day  be- 
fore, providing  (or  two  niiijor  generals,  and  (our  briga- 
dier generals,  to  be  added  to  the  regular  military  esta- 
filishmeiit,  besides  giving  to  the  president  the  power  of 
selecting  slate  generals  for  liic  command  of  ilm  50,000 
vi'lunlecre.  I  then  thought  I  saw  a  strong  piobability 
that  both  Gen.  Wool  and  iiiysell  would  be  .sepeiseded.al 
Icasi  in  the  war  agahiit  Mexico,  by  two  ol  the  new  regu- 
lar geneials  of  our  respective  grades,  lo  be  aiipointed, 
as  was  goiieially  understood,  (rom  civil  or  poliiical  life. 

II  was  then  mai  my  apprehensions  became  serious,  as 
may  be  seen  in  iny  kiier  to  you  of  llie  following  day, 
(IVlay  '.ilsi,)  and  in  many  of  my  subsequenl  acts.  From 
that  monieiu,  (before  iny  letter  of  the  21sl)  J  have  had 
but  little  doubt  down  to  lasl  night,  that  if  thai  bill  be- 
came a  law— coniicciirg  it  with  the  clamors  against  me 


fVar  dtparlment,  June  2   1S46. 

Sir:  When  I  received  your  ieiter  of  the  27ih  uli.,  it 
was  my  intention  lo  answer  it  at  some  length,  and  to 
note  the  misapprehensions  under  which  you  are  slill 
laboring;  but  on  account  of  my  official  engagemenia  at 
this  pardcular  juncture,  and  noi  wishing  to  protract  this 
coirespondence,  which  can  end  in  no  practical  good,  1 
have  changed  my  purpose,  prefering  lo  point  out  those 
misapprehensions  in  a  personal  interview,  if  you  should 
so  desire  it. 

Your  communications  have  all  been  laid  before  the 
president,  but  I  have  received  no  instructions  to  change, 
or  modify  the  direciions  contained  m  the  closing  para- 
graph of  my  letter  of  ihe  2oih  ultimo. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obodienl  servant,  " 

W.  L.  MARCY.    <' 

Major  General  Scott.  lo 

The  message  and  documenis  were  then,  on  motion^ 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  primed  tor  the  use  off 
the  senate,  v»iih  iheexctpiion  of  thai  portion  of  the  cor>i« 
lespondcnce  relating  to  the  plan  of  campaign. 


COL.  BENTON'S  SPEECH  ON  THE  OREGON.,. 

U.      S.      BBNATK.MAy      35  TH,    1846. 

Concluderf  from  page  323. 
In  resuming  my  speech  on  ihis  subject,  I  wish  lo 
say,  Mr.  President,  that  the  bill  now  belore  the  se- 
nale  is  noi  the  one  recommended  by  the  president  of 
the  United  Slates.  He  recommended  that  the  so- 
vereignty and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  be 
extended  to  our  Oregon  territory  lo  the  same  extent 
that  Great  Urilaiii  had  extended  her  sovereignly  and 
jurisdiction  to  Iho  same  country,  lu  this  recoaimen- 
dation  1  fully  concur;  and  vcnlure  to  say  that,  if  such 
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bill  was  brought  in,  it  might  pass  the  senate,  (leaV' 

g  out  unnecessary  speeches)  in  as  litlie  lime  as  it 
Diild  require  to  read  it  three  times  by  lis  title.  But 
e  bill  before  the  senate  is  not  of  that  character.  It 
es  for  beyond  the  president's  recnmniendation.  It 
oposes  many  things  not  found  in  the  British  act  of 
i21 — things  implying  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  so 
reignty  in  us,  and  Ihal  lo  an  undefined  extent  of 
unlry,  and  under  circum-lances  which  must  im- 
edialely  produce  hostile  collisions  between  our 
ents  and  llie  British  agents  on  the  other  side  of  the 
acby  Mountains.  I  am  opposed  to  all  Ihis;  hut  I 
1  not  in  favor  of  the  indetiiiite  oostponement  of  the 
II.  I  wish  lo  see  it  amended  and  made  cnnforuia 
B  lo  the  president's  reconuneiidiilion.  If  gentle- 
en  wild  have  tile  conduct  of  the  measure  here  will 
ing  in  such  an  amendnieni.  and  put  it  on  Us  pas- 
ge  without  speeches,  1  will  slop  my  speech  until 
is  passed. 

1  will  now  proceed  lo  show,  as  well  as  I  can,  the 
gree  and  extent  of  our  just  claims  beyond  llie 
3cky  -Moanlaina. 

To  understand  what  I  mean  lo  say,  it  is  necessary 
recollect  ihe  geography  of  Ihe  country  in  question, 
d  see  it  presenting  as  it  does,  three  distinct  geopra- 
ii'al  divisions,  lo  each  of  which  a  ditferthl  claim 
d  a  ditierent  degree  of  claim  attaches,  and  which 
nnot  be  confounded  under  any  one  general  view, 
ithoiit  a  general   mystification   and  total  confusion 

the  whole  subject.  The  Columbia  river  and  its 
lley  is  one  of  these  divisions;  the  islands  along  the 
asl  is  another;  Frazer's  river  and  its  valley,  (called 
'  the  British  New  Caledonia)  is  the  third.  Under 
ese  three  divisions  I  now  propose  to  speak  of  the 
iUnlry.  Under  these  divisions  1  have  always  spoken 

it;  and  what  I  have  Siiid  of  one  part  had  no  appli- 
tion  lo  tile  other.    When  1  spoke  of  the  great  river 

the  west  and  its  valley,  either  by  its  American 
ime  of  Columbia  or  its  Indian  name  of  Oregon,  I 
;ver  intended  Frazer's  river  as  its  valley,  or  Van- 
luver's  Isl.md,  or  the  Gulf  of  Georgia,  or  Desola- 
m  iSiJiii.d,  or  Broughton's  Arch.  When  1  speak  of 
e  coa-t  and  the  islands,  1  do  not  mean  the  continent 
id  the  mountains;  and  when  1  speak  of  Frazer's 
fer  or  New  Caledonia,  I  do  not  mean  the  Columbia 
ver.  I  repudiate  all  such  loose  and  slovenly  ver- 
age;  and,  desiring  to  be  understood  according  lo 
y  words,  1  go  on  lo  speak  of  the  country  beyond 
e  Rocky  'Muunt^iins  under  the  Ihree  great  geogra- 
lical  divisions  into  whu-h  nature  has  lormed  it,  and 
■  which  political  events  have  so  naturally  adapted 
emselves. 

I  begin  with  the  islands. 

From  the  straits  of  Fuca,  (in  fact  from  Puget's 
3und  to  the  peninsula  of  Alaske — a  distance  of  one 
ousand  miles — there  is  a  net-work  of  islands — an 
chipeljgo— -some  large,  some  small,  checquered  in 
igether,  and  covering  Ihe  coasl  to  ihe  extent  of  one, 
1-0,  and  even  three  bundled  miles  in  front  of  the 
mlinent.  They  are  most  of  them  of  volcanic  im- 
•ession,  and  separated  from  each  other  and  the  con 
aent  by  deep  bays,  gulls,  and  straits,  and  by  long 
!ep  chas  i>5,  to  which  navigators  have  given  the 
ime  of  canals.  This  long  chequer-board  of  islands, 
id  the  waters  which  contain  them,  have  been  the 
leatrc  of  niarilime  discovery  to  many  nations,  and 
ipccially  Spanish,  iSritish,  and  Russian;  but  except 
le  Russians,  no  nation  made  permanenl  seltlemenl 
1  any  ol  these  islands;  and  they  only  as  low  down  as 
5.  I'he  British  and  Spaniarus  both  abandoned  Van- 
Duver's  Island  after  Uie  Noolka  Sound  controversy; 
nd  Inmi  tfial  time  had  no  settlement  of  any  kind  on 
le  coasl,  or  islands  north  of  Cape  Mendocino,  lal. 
1;  and  Ihe  British  had  none  any  v.here.  lii  this 
ale  ol  the  case  the  question  came  on  belwen  Rus- 
a,  Grejt  Britain,  and  the  United  Stales,  in  which 
le  distinction  between  the  islands  and  the  con- 
nenl  was  acknowledged  by  all  the  powers,  and 
Lussia  excluded  Jrom  the  continent  and  contined  Lo 
le  islands,  because  her  discoveries  and  settlements 
ere  nol  continental,  but  insular.  The  conventions 
lib  Russia,  (British  and  American),  of  1824-^5 
'ere  trained  upon  Ihat  prmciple;and  now  1  proceed 
)  read  the  inslruclions  Irom  our  government  under 
rhiLh  this  distinction  between  the  islands  and  the 
onlinent  was  .csserted  and  maintained.  I  read  from 
Ir.  Auama'  despatch   lo   Mr.  Middlelon,   July  ^2d, 

"It  never  has  been  admitted  by  the  various  Eito- 
ean  natiuos  which  have  loruiea  seilleuienls  in  this 
eiiiisphere,  Ihailbe  occupation  of  an  iaiuiid  gave  any 
laim  whatever  to  ternturial  possessions  on  tne  coil- 
iiieii(  lo  which  it  \ias  aujuining.  Tne  recognised 
Tinciple  has  lather  oeen  inu  reverse;  as  by  ttie  la-v 
f  nature,  islands  musl  ralher  be  considered  as  appur- 
eiiaiil  to  continents,  than  cotttineiits  lo  islands. 

And  again,  in  Mr.  Middleiou's  coaiaiunicalions  lo 
he  Russian  goveiDmeni: 

"Ihe  Russians  ha»e  an  establishment  upon  the 
sland  of  Sitka,  in  latitude  57  degrees  30  minutes. — 


This  fort,  built  in  1799,  was  destroyed  three  years 
after  by  the  natives  of  the  country,  and  reestablished 
in  1804  by  Mr.  Lisianki,  who  called  it  New  .Arch- 
angel. Russia  cannot,  however,  avail  herself  of  the 
circumitances  of  that  possession  to  form  a  foiindalinn 
r>r  lig-Als  on  Ihe  conllucnl,  the  usage  of  nations  never 
having  established  Ihal  the  occupation  of  an  island 
could  give  rights  upon  a  neighboring  continent.  The 
principle  is,  ralher,  that  the  is/ntii/s  on;;ht  to  be  con- 
sidered as  appendant  lo  the  (.oiiliiitnf,  than  the  inverse 
of  the  proposition." 

These  were  the  instruc'.ionsof  our  minister,  under 
which  we  tieated  with  Russia  1824,  and  upon  which 
the  conventions  of  that  period  were  formed.  They 
establish  Ihe  fact  that  these  islands  in  front  of  the 
northwest  coasl  were  considered  a  separate  geogra- 
phical division  of  the  country,  governed  by  national 
law  applicable  lo  islands;  and  that  discoveries  amou'.^ 
them,  even  perfected  by  settlement,  gave  no  claims 
upon  ihe  continent.  This  is  the  way  the  two  powers 
settled  with  Russia,  .\pplying  the  same  principle  lo 
themselves,  and  no  disiM>very  of  Vancouver'.*  Island, 
or  any  of  Ihe  thousand  islands  along  that  coast,  can 
give  any  territorial  claims  on  the  continent.  1  have 
considered  it  a  cardinal  error,  in  all  recent  discus 
sions  on  Oregon,  to  botlum  continental  claims  upon 
these  insular  discoveries.  The  Spaniards,  as  so  well 
shown  in  the  speech  by  the  senator  from  N.  York, 
(Mr.  Dix),  were  the  predecessors  of  the  British  in 
these  discoveries;  but  I  did  nol  understand  him  as 
claiming  the  continent  out  to  the  Rocky  .Mountains, 
and  lip  to  54°  "O,  by  virtue  of  these  maritime  dis- 
coveries; and  I  am  very  sure  that  I  limited  my  own 
sanction  of  his  views  to  the  tracks  of  Ihe  ships  which 
made  the  discoveries.  I  consider  Spanish  discoveries 
along  that  coasl  as  dominant  over  the  Bri  ish,  bolh 
for  priority  of  dale  and  for  the  spirit  of  ownership  in 
which  they  were  made.  The  Spaniards  explored  as 
masters  of  the  country,  looking  after  their  own  ex 
tended  and  contiguous  possessions,  and  to  which  no 
limit  had  ever  been  placed:  the  British  explored  in 
the  character  ol  adventurers,  seeking  new  lands  in  a 
distant  region.  Neiiher  made  permanent  settlements; 
bolh  abandoiud;  and,  now,  I  see  nolhing,  either  in 
the  value  or  li'le  of  these  islands,  for  the  two  nalions 
lo  fight  about.  The  principle  of  convenience  and 
mutual  good  will, so  niagnaniinously  proposed  by  the 
emperor  Alexander  in  1823,  seems  to  me  lo  be  pro- 
perly applicalile  lo  these  desolate  islands,  chiefly  va 
luable  lor  haibors,  which  are  olleii  nothing  but  vol 
canic  chasms,  too  deep  for  anchorage  and  too  abrupt 
for  appioach.  In  the  discussions  of  1824,  so  far  as 
they  were  not  settled,  they  A-ere  const. lered  a[»purte- 
naiit  to  the  continent,  instead  of  the  continent  being 
held  appurtenant  to  Ihtm;  and  the  reversal  of  this 
principle,  1  apprehend,  has  been  the  great  error  of 
the  recent  discussions,  and  has  led  lo  the  great  mis- 
lake  in  relation  to  Frazer's  river.  1  dismiss  the 
queslion,  then,  as  to  this  geographical  division  of  the 
country,  with  saying  that  our  line  to  these  islands  is 
belter  than  Ihal  ol  the  British,  but  that  neither  ij 
perfect  for  want  of  settleinenl;  and  that  nosv,  as  pro- 
posed in  1824,  they  should  loUow  the  late  of  the  con- 
tinental divisions  in  front  of  which  they  lie. 

Frazer's  river  and  its  valley,  known  in  northwest- 
ern geography  as  New  Caledonij,  is  tlie  next  division 
of  the  disputed  country  lo  which  1  shall  ask  the  al 
tention  of  the  senate.  It  is  a  river  of  about  a  thou- 
sand miles  III  length,  (following  its  windings),  rising 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains,  opposite  the  head  of  Ihe 
Uiijigah,or  Peace  river,  whicli  liows  into  the  Frozen 
ocean  i  ■  l-iitude  about  70-  The  course  ol  this  river 
IS  nearly  north  and  south,  rising  ir.  latitude  55,  llo.v- 
mg  south  If  near  latitude  49,  and  along  that  parallel, 
and  just  north  of  it,  lo  the  Gulf  of  Georgia,  into 
which  it  tails  behind  Vancouver's  Island.  The  up- 
per part  ol  this  river  is  good  for  navigation;  the  lower 
hall,  plunging  ttirough  volcanic  chasms  in  mounlains 
of  rock.  Is  wholly  unnavigable  lor  any  species  oi 
cratl.  This  river  was  discovered  by  sir  Alexander 
Mackenzie  in  1793,  was  settled  by  the  northwest 
company  m  18U6,  and  soon  covered  by  their  estab- 
lishments from  he  id  to  mouth.  No  .American  or 
Spaniard  had  ever  lefl  a  track  upon  this  river  or  Its 
valley.  Our  claim  to  il,  as  lar  as  1  can  see,  rested 
wholly  upon  the  treaty  with  Spam  of  Itili);  and  her 
claim  resied  wholly  upon  ttiose  discoveries  among 
the  islands,  llie  value  ol  which,  as  conferring  claims 
upon  the  continent,  it  has  been  my  province  to  show 
tual  in  our  negotiations  with  Rnssia  in  1824.  At 
the  time  that  we  acquired  ttiis  Spanish  claim  lo 
Frazer's  river,  it  had  already  been  discovered  twenty 
six  years  by  the  British;  bau  been  sctlled  by  them  for 
iwelic  years;  was  known  by  a  British  name;  and  no- 
Spaiiiard  had  ever  made  a  track  on  its  banks.  New 
Caledonia,  or  Western  Caledonia,  was  the  name 
wtiich  It  then  bore;  and  it  so  happens  thai  an  Ame- 
rican citizen,  a  native  ol  Vermont,  respectably  known 
lo  the  seujlors  now  present  Irum  that  state,  and  who 
had  spent  twenty  years  of  bis  life  in  the  hyperborean 


regions  of  North-vest  Atnerica,  in  publlshinp;  an  ac- 
count of  his  travels  and  snjniirninzs  in  that  quarter, 
aclually  published  a  description  of  Ihis  New  CjIo- 
donia,  as  a  British  pri>vinre  al  the  very  niomenl  that 
we  were  getting  it  from  Spain,  and  without  the  least 
suspicion  that  it  belonged  lo  Spain!  1  speak  of  !\lr. 
David  Harmon,  whose  journal  of  nineteen  vcars's 
residence  between  laiilndc  47  and  58  in  Northwest- 
ern America,  was  published  at  Andover,  in  his  na- 
tive stale,  in  the  year  1820,  the  precise  year  after 
we  had  purchased  this  New  C.iledonia  from  the 
Spaniards.  I  read,  nol  from  the  vohi  ne  itself,  which 
IS  not  in  Ihe  library  of  congress,  but  from  the  Lon- 
don Quarterly  Review,  January  numbir,  1822,  as 
reprinted  al  Ujslon;   article,  Wesikrn  C.\li^do.vi\. 

'•The  descent  of  the  Peace  river  through  a  deep 
chasm  in  the  Ricky  .Mountains  first  opened  a  pas- 
sage lo  the  adventurers  above  mentionel  iul  j  Iho 
unexplored  country  tiehind  lliem,  to  which  Ihey  gave 
Ibe  name  of  New  Caledonia — a  name,  however, 
which,  being  already  occupied  by  the  Australasians, 
might  advantageously  be  changed  t.i  that  of  IVeaterii 
Cahdonia  This  passage  lies  in  56"  3U'.  .Mackenzie 
hid  crossed  the  rocky  chain  many  years  before  in 
latitude  54;.°  and  descended  a  large  river  (lowing  to  tho 
southward,  named  Tacontche  i'e>8e,  which  he  con- 
ceived to  be  the  Columbia;  luit  is  now  known  to  empty 
Itself  about  Birch's  Bjy  of  Vancouver,  in  latitude 
49";  whereas  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  lies  in  46° 
15'.  Another  river  called  the  Caledonia,  (Frazer's 
river,)  holding  a  parallel  course  lo  the  Tueonlcho 
Tesse,  (Columbia),  falls  into  the  sea  near  the  Admi- 
ralty Inlet  of  Vancouver,  in  latitude  48°,  and  forms 
a  natural  boundary  betwen  the  new  territory  of 
Caledonia  and  the  United  Slates,  falling  in  precisely 
with  a  continued  line  on  the  same  parallel  with  the 
Lake  ol  the  Woods,  and  leaving  abjul  two  degrees 
of  latilude  beliveen  il  and  the  Coliinibi.i.  Its  north- 
ern boundary  may  be  taken  in  latitude  57°,  close  to 
the  suulhernir.osl  of  the  Russian  seUleiiK-nls.  The 
length,  therefore,  will  be  aOout  550,  an  I  the  breadth, 
from  the  mountains  lo  the  Pacific,  from  330  to  350 
geographical  miles. 

"The  whole  of  this  vast  country  is  in  fact  so  in- 
tersected with  rivers  and  lakes,  that  iMr.  Harmon 
thinks  one  sixth  part  of  it  may  be  considered  as  water. 
The  largest  of  Ihe  latter  yet  visited  is  named  Stuarl'a 
and  IS  supposod  lo  be  about  400  miles  in  circumfer- 
ence. A  post  has  been  estaDlisli.-d  on  its  margin  in 
latilude  54°  34'  north,  longitude  125°  west.  Fifty 
miles  to  the  westward  of  this  is  Frazer's  lake,  aOout 
eighty  or  ninety  miles  in  circumference,  here,  loo, 
a  post  was  established  in  180G.  A  third,  of  sixty  or 
seventy  miles  in  circumference  has  been  named  Mc- 
Leod's  lake,  on  the  shore  of  which  a  fori  iias  been 
I  built  in  latitude  55"  north,  longiluile  124°  west.  The 
I  waters  of  tliis  lake  fall  into  the  Peace  river;  those 
I  flowing  out  of  the  other  two  are  supposed  lo  empty 
iheniselves  into  the  Pacific,  and  are  probably  the 
;  two  rivers  pointed  ojl  by  Vancouver,  near  Point 
1  Essington,  as  we  had  occasion  lo  observe  in  a  foriiu-r 
article.  The  iuimensB  qiaiility  of  salin  m  which 
annually  visit  these  two  lakes,  leave  no  doubt  wlial- 
I  ever  of  their  communication  with  itie  Pacific;  and 
!  the  absence  ol  this  fish  Irom  .McL.od's  lake  makes 
il  almost  equally  certain  that  its  outlet  is  nut  intij 
j  that  ocean.  The  river  flowing  out  of  Stuart's  lake 
passes  Ihrough  Ihe  populous  tribes  of  the  Nale-ole- 
j  lams,  who  say  that  white  people  come  up  in  Jarge 
j  boats  to  trade  with  the  A-te-nas,  (a  nation  dwelling 
between  them  and  the  sea),  which  v/ai  fully  proved 
by  Ihe  guns,  iron  pots,  elulh,  tar,  and  other  articles 
found  111  their  possession. 

".Most  of  the  mounlains  of  Western  Caledonia  are 
clothed  with  timber  trees  to  their  very  sumniils, 
I  consisting  principally  of  spruce  and  other  kinds  of 
I  fir,  birch,  poplar,  aspen,  cyincss,  and,  generally 
speaking,  all  those  which  are  usudUy  lound  on  the 
j  opposite  side  of  the  Rocky  Muuiilaiiis.  The  large 
animals  common  lo  Norlh  America,  such  as  buUalo, 
elk,  moose,  reindeer,  bears,  &c.  are  not  numerous 
;  111  this  new  leriitorj;  bul  there  is  no  scarcity  of  the 
beaver,  otter,  wolverine,  marten,  l.ixes  of  diirerent 
kinds,  and  the  rest  of  the  fur  animals,  any  n.oro 
'  than  of  wolves,  badgers,  and  puletats;  lort  Is,  also,  of 
all  Ihe  descriptions  lound  hi  Noilh  America,  are 
plenlilul  in  Western  Caledonia;  cranes  visit  them  m 
prodigious  numbers,  as  do  swans,  bustards,  geese, 
1  and  ducks." 

1  I'nis  IS  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Harmon  of  New 
I  Caledonia,  and  given  ol  it  by  him  al  the  exact  mu- 
menl  that  wo  were  purchasing  the  Spanish  title  lo 
it!  Of  this  Sp  uiish  title,  of  which  the  Spaniards 
I  never  heaid,  the  narrator  seems  lo  have  been  as 
I  proloundly  ignorant  as  the  Spaniards  were  them- 
selves; auiJ  made  his  description  of  New  Caledonia 
as  of  a  British  possession,  without  any  more  rcler- 
ence  to  adverse  title  Iha.i  if  tie  had  been  Sjjeakin^  of 
Canada.  So  much  for  ihc  written  description:  now 
let  us  look  at  the  map,  and  aco  how  il  stands  lliere. 
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Here  is  a  map — a  54°  40'  map — whicli  will  show  us 
the  features  of  the  country,  and  the  names  of  the 
settlecuents  upon  it.  Here  is  Frazicr's  river,  running 
from  55"  lo  49°,  and  here  is  a  line  of  British  posts 
upon  it,  from  Fort  McLeod  at  its  head,  to  Fort 
Langley,  at  its  mouth,  and  from  Thompson's  Fork, 
on  one  side,  to  Stuart's  Fork,  on  the  other.  And 
here  are  clusters  of  British  names,  imposed  by  the 
British,  visible  every  where;  Forts  George,  St. 
James,  Simpson,  Thompson,  Frazcr,  McLeod,  Lang- 
ley,  and  others:  rivers  and  lakes  with  the  same  names, 
and  others;  and  here  is  Deserter's  Creek,  so  named 
by  Mackenzie,  because  his  guide  deserted  him  there 
in  July,  1793;  and  here  is  an  Indian  village  which  is 
named  Friendly,  because  the  people  were  the  most 
friendly  to  strangers  that  he  had  ever  seen;  and  here 
another  called  Rascals'  village,  so  namiil  by  Mac- 
kenzie fiflylhree  years  ago,  because  its  inhabituuls 
were  the  most  rascally  Indians  he  had  ever  seen;  and 
here  is  the  representation  of  thai  famous  boundary 
line  54°  40',  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  exact  boun- 
dary of  American  territorial  rights  in  that  quarter, 
and  which  happens  to  include  the  whole  of  New 
Caledonia,  except  McLeod's  Fort,  and  the  half  of 
Stuart's  lake,  aud  a  spring,  which  is  left  to  the  Bri- 
tish, while  we  lake  ttie  branch  uliich  flows  from  it. 
This  line  takes  all  in — rivers,  lakes,  forts,  villages. — 
See  how  it  goes!  Starting  at  the  sea,  it  gives  us,  by 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  on  the  map.  Fort  Simpson,  so 
named  after  the  British  governor  Simpson,  and  found- 
ed by  the  Hudson  Bay  Company.  Upon  what  prin- 
ciple we  lake  this  British  fort  1  know  not — except  it 
be  on  the  assumption  that  our  sacred  right  ^nd  title 
being  adjusted  to  a  minute,  by  the  aid  of  these  40 
minutes,  so  oppositely  determined  by  the  emperor 
Paul's  churacter  to  a  fur  company  m  1799,  to  be  on 
this  straight  line,  the  bad  example  of  even  a  slight 
deviation  from  it  at  the  start  should  not  be  allowed 
even  to  spare  a  British  fort  away  up  at  Point  Mc- 
Inlyre,  in  Chalhani  sound.  On  this  principle  we  can 
understand  the  inclusion,  by  a  quarter  of  an  inch  on 

the  map,  of  Ihis  remote  and  isolated  British  post. 

The  culling  in  two  of  Stuart's  lake,  which  the  line 
does  as  it  runs,  is  quite  inlelligible:  it  must  be  on  the 
principle  stated  in  one  of  ttie  hfiy-four  forty  papers, 
that  Great  Britain  should  not  have  one  drop  of  our 
water;  therefore  we  divide  the  lake,  each  lakiii" 
their  oivn  share  of  its  drops.  The  tale  of  the  two 
forts,  McLeod  an  1  St.  James,  so  near  to  each  other 
and  so  far  oH'from  us,  united  all  their  lives,  ami  now 
so  unexpectedly  divided  from  each  other  by  this  line, 
is  less  comprehensible;  and  I  cannot  account  for  the 
difference  of  Iheir  fates,  unless  it  is  upon  the  law  of 
the  day  of  judgment,  when,  of  two  men  in  the  field, 
one  shall  he  taken  and  other  left,  and  no  man  be  able 
to  tell  llie  reason  why.  All  the  rest  of  the  inclusions 
of  British  establisiicnta  which  the  line  makes,  from 
head  to  mouth  of  Frazer's  river,  are  intelligible 
enough:  they  turn  upon  the  principle  of  all  or  none! 
— upon  the  principle  that  every  acre  and  every  inch, 
every  gram  of  sand,  drop  of  water,  and  blade  of 
grass  in  all  Oregon,  up  to  lifty-lour  forty,  is  ours! 
and  have  it  we  will. 

This  is  the  country  which  geography  and  his- 
tory five  and  twenty  years  d.j,o  called  .\ew  Cale- 
donia and  treated  as  a  British  possession;  aud  it 
is  the  country  which  an  oigauizcd  party  among 
ourselves  of  the  present  day  call  •'//«  wlwle  of 
Oregon  or  none,"  and  every  inch  of  winch  lliey  say 
belongs  to  us.  Well,  let  us  proceed  a  little  further 
with  the  documents  of  1823,  and  see  what  llie  men 
of  that  day  —  President  Monroe  and  his  cabinet — the 
men  who  had  made  the  treaty  with  Spam  by  which 
we  became  the  masters  of  this  large  domain;  let  us 
proceed  a  little  further,  and  see  what  they  lliuughtof 
our  title  up  to  filly-four  lorty.  1  read  from  the  same 
document  of  I8;J3. 

Mr.  .Idams  to  Mr.  Middlcton,  July  23,  1823. 

"The  right  of  the  United  States,  Irom  Uic  42d  to 
the  49th  purallcl  of  la'.ilude  on  the  I'.ici.ic  ocean  we 
consider  as  unquestionable,  being  loundcd,  first,  on 
the  acquisilioit  by  the  treaty  of  22d  Febiuary,  1819, 
of  all  the  rights  of  Spain;  second,  by  the  discovery 
of  the  Collin, bia  river,  first,  Iroin  the  sea  at  its 
mouth,  and  then  by  land  by  Lewis  and  Clarke;  and, 
thiid,  by  the  setlleinenl  at  Us  mouth  in  1841.  This 
territory  is  to  the  United  Stales  of  an  importance 
which  no  possession  in  North  America  can  be  to  any 
European  nation,  not  only  as  it  is  but  the  continuity 
of  Iheir  possessions  from  the  Allanlic  to  the  Pacific 
ocean,  but  as  it  oilers  their  inhabitants  the  means  of 
establishing  hereafter  water  communications  from 
the  one  to  the  other'" 

Forty-nine,  Mr.  President,  forty-nine!  To  that 

LINE,  and  TIl.VT  lOUK  YEARS  AFTER  THE  ACQUISITION 
OF  THE  Si'ANISIl  CLAIM,  WAS  OUR  UNUUESTIONABLE 
RIGHT  HELD  TU  EXTEND;  FIFTY-ONE  WAS  THE  HIGH- 
EST UEUATEAULE  LINE  NAMED,  AND  THAT  NAMED  ON 
A  I'RINCII'LE  KNUWN  TO  BE  ERRONEOUS,  A.^D  READY 
TO  Bb  CIVCM    Ul'- 


•Mr  Mams  to  Mr  Rush.     Same  date. 

"By  the  treaty  of  amity,  settlement,  and  limits, 
between  the  United  Slates  and  Spain,  of  22d  Feb- 
ruary, 1819,  the  boundary  line  between  them  was 
fixed  at  the  forty-second  degree  of  latitude,  from  the 
source  of  the  Arkansas  river  to  the  South  sea.  By 
which  treaty  the  United  States  acquired  all  the  rights 
of  Spain  north  of  that  parallel. 

"The  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  Columbia 
river,  and  to  the  interior  territory  washed  by  its  wa- 
ters, rests  upon  its  discovery  from  the  sea  and  nomi- 
nation by  a  citizen  of  the  Uniicd  States,  upon  its 
exploration  lo  the  sea,  made  by  Captains  Lewis  and 
Clarke;  upon  the  settlement  of  Astoria,  made  under 
the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  thus  restor- 
ed to  them  in  1813;  and  upon  this  subsequent  acqui- 
sition of  all  the  rights  of  Spain,  the  only  European 
power  who,  prior  to  the  discovery  of  ihe  river,  had 
any  pretensions  lo  territorial  rights  on  the  northwest 
coast  of  America. 

"The  waters  of  the  Columbia  river  extend,  by  the 
Multnomah,  to  the  42d  degree  of  latitude,  where  its 
source  approaches  within  a  few  milesof  those  of  the 
Plat'e  and  Arkansas;  and  by  Clarke's  river  lo  the 
50lh  or  51st  degree  of  latitude;  thence  descending, 
southward,  till  its  sources  almost  intersect  those  of 
the  Missouri." 

"To  the  territory  thus  watered,  and  immediately 
contiguous  to  the  original  possessions  of  the  United 
Stales,  as  first  bounded  on  llie  Mississippi,  they  con- 
sider their  right  to  be  now  established  by  all  the 
principles  which  have  ever  been  applied  to  European 
settlements  upon  the  American  hemisphere." 

This  is  an  extract  of  great  value,  and  is  an  ampli- 
fication and  development  of  Ihe  principal  laid  down 
in  the  extract  just  read,  ll  recites  the  Spanish 
treaty  of  1819,  and  claims  nothing  under  it  beyond 
the  Columbia  and  its  valley.  To  this  our  title  is  al- 
leged to  be  complele,  on  American  grounds,  inde- 
pendent of  the  treaty,  namely,  discovery,  settlement, 
and  colonization  by  Mr.  Astor,  under  the  protection 
of  the  Uniled. Slates.     Again: 

Mr.  Jidams  to  Mr.  KusU.    Same  despatch. 

"If  the  British  Northwest  and  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
panies have  any  posis  on  the  coast,  as  suggested  in 
the  article  in  the  Quarterly  Review  above  cited,  the 
third  article  of  the  convention  of  the  20th  of  Octo- 
lober,  1818,  is  applicable  lo  them.  Mr.  Middleton 
is  authorized  to  propose  an  article  of  similar  import, 
lo  be  inserted  in  a  joint  convention  between  the 
Uniled  Slates,  Great  Britain,  and  Russia,  for  a  term 
of  ten  years  from  its  signature.  You  aie  authorized 
to  make  the  same  proposal  to  the  British  govern- 
ment; and,  with  a  view  to  draw  a  definite  line  of  de 
marcalion  for  the  future,  to  stipulate  that  no  settle- 
ment shall  hereafter  be  made  on  the  northwest  coast, 
or  on  any  of  the  islands  thereto  adjoining,  by  Rus 
sian  subjects,  south  of  latitude  55;  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States  north  of  latitude  51;  or  by  British  sub- 
jects either  south  of  51  or  north  of  55. 

"1  mention  the  latitude  ol  51,  as  the  bound  within 
which  we  are  willing  lo  limit  the  future  setlleinenl 
of  the  United  Slates,  because  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
that  the  Columbia  river  branches  as  far  north  as  51, 
although  it  IS  most  probably  not  the  Taioneschee 
'I'esse  of  Mackenzie.  As,  however,  the  line  already 
runs  in  latitude  4rf  to  the  Stony  mountains,  should  it 
be  earnestly  insisled  upon  by  Great  Britain,  we  will 
consent  lo  carry  it  in  continuance,  on  the  same  par- 
allel, lo  the  sea.  Copies  of  this  instruction  will  like- 
wise be  fonvarded  to  Mr.  Middleton,  with  whom  you 
will  freely  but  cautiously  correspond  on  this  subject, 
as  well  as  in  regard  to  your  negotiation  respecting 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade." 

P'our  things  must  strike  the  attention  in  this  es- 
Iract:  1.  The  offer  of  a  partnership  to  the  Emperor 
Alexander,  wbich  he  wisely  refused.  2.  Tbe  offer 
of  the  same  lo  Great  Britain,  which  she  sagaciously 
accepted.  3.  The  offer  of  55  lo  Great  firitain  as 
her  permanent  northern  boundary.  4.  The  offer  of 
51  to  her  as  a  perniancnt  southern  boundary,  and  its 
oiler  on  a  principle  not  valid,  with  the  allernative  to 
fall  back  upon  the  line  of  49. 

The  British,  who  know  all  this,  and  a  great  deal 
more,  must  be  aslonlshed  at  our  fifty-four-forty  war 
fever  of  to-day!     Again: 

Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Jidams. 

''London,  Dec.  22,  1823. 

"In  an  interview  I  had  with  Mr.  Canning  last 
week,  I  made  known  to  him,  as  preparatory  lo  the 
negotiation,  the  views  of  our  governmeul  relative  to 
the  northwest  coast  of  America,  'i'bcse,  as  you 
know,  are. 

"First.  That  as  regaidi  the  country  westward  of 
the  Rocky  mountains,  the  three  powers,  viz:  Great 
liniain,  the  United  Slate.s,  and  Russia,  should  joint- 
ly agree  to  a  convention,  lo  be  in  force  ten  years, 
similar  in  its  nature  to  the  third  article  of  the  con- 
vention of  October,  1818,  now  subsisting  between 
the   two   former  powers;    and,  secondly,  that  tbe 


United  States  would  stipulate  not  to  make  any  settle- 
ments on  that  coast  north  of  the  fifty-first  degree  of 
latitude,  provided  Great  Britain  would  stipulate  not 
lo  make  any  south  of  51°  or  north  of  55°;  and  Rus- 
sia not  lo  make  any  south  of  55°. 

"Mr.  Canning  expressed  no  opinion  on  the  above 
proposition  further  than  to  hint,  under  his  first  im- 
pressions, strong  objections  to  the  one  which  goes  to 
limit  Great  Britain  northwards  to  55°.  His  object 
in  wishing  to  learn  from  me  our  propositions  at  this 
point  of  time,  was,  as  I  understood,  that  he  might 
better  write  to  Sir  Charles  Bagot  on  the  whole  sub- 
ject to  which  they  relate."     Again: 

Same  to  same,  December  19,  1823. 

"And,  secondly,  that  the  United  States  were  wil- 
ling to  stipulate  to  make  no  settlements  north  of  the 
51st  degree  of  north  latitude  on  that  coast,  provided 
Great  Britain  stipulated  to  make  none  south  of  51 
or  north  of  55;  and  Russia  to  make  none  south  of 
55."     Again:     Same  to  same,  samt  dale. 

"That  they  (the  Uniled  Slates)  were  willing,  how- 
ever, waiving  for  the  present  the  full  advantage  of 
these  claims,  to  forbear  all  settlements  north  of  51, 
as  that  limit  might  be  sufficient  to  give  them  the  bene- 
fit of  all  the  waters  of  the  Columbia  river;  but  that 
they  would  expect  Great  Britain  to  abstain  from 
coming  south  of  that  limit  or  going  above  55;  the 
latter  parallel  being  taken  as  that  beyond  which  it 
was  not  imagined  that  she  had  any  actual  settle- 
ments." 

On  Friday,  Mr.  President,  I  read  one  passage  from 
the  documents  of  1823,  to  let  you  see  that  fifty-four 
forly  (for  that  is  the  true  reading  of  fifty-five)  had 
been  offered  to  Great  Britain  for  her  northern  boun- 
dary; today  1  read  you  six  passages  from  the  same 
documents  lo  show  the  same  thing.  And  let  me  re- 
mark once  more — the  remark  will  bear  eternal  repe- 
tition— these  offers  were  made  by  the  men  who  liad 
acquired  the  Spanish  title  to  Oregon!  and  who  must 
be  presumed  to  know  as  much  about  it  as  those 
whose  acquaintance  with  Oregon  dates  from  the 
epoch  of  the  Baltimore  convention — whose  lo.ve  for 
it  dates  from  the  era  of  its  promulgation  as  a  party 
watchword — whose  knowledge  of  it  extends  to  the 
luminous  pages  of  Mr.  Greenliow's  book! 

Six  times  Mr.  Monroe  and  his  cabinet  renounced 
Frazer's  river  and  its  valley,  and  left  it  to  the  Brit- 
ish! They  did  so  on  the  intelligible  principle  that 
the  British  had  discovered  it,  and  settled  it,  and  were 
in  the  actual  possession  of  it  when  we  got  the  Span- 
ish claim;  which  claim  Spain  never  made!  Upon 
this  principle  New  Caledonia  was  left  to  the  British 
in  1823.     Upon  what;i™icij)/e  is  it  claimed  now! 

This  is  what  Mr.  Monroe  and  his  cabinet  thouhlg 
of  our  title  to  the  whole  of  Oregon  or  none,  in  the 
year  1823.  They  took  neither  branch  of  this  propo- 
sition. They  did  not  go  for  all  or  none,  but  for 
some!  They  took  some,  and  left  some;  and  they  di- 
vided by  a  line  right  in  itself,  and  convenient  in  it- 
self, and  mutually  suitable  to  each  parly.  This 
president  and  his  cabinet  carry  their  "unquestionable 
right"  lo  Oregon  as  far  as  49,  and  no  further.  This 
is  exactly  what  was  done  six  years  before.  Mr. 
Gallatin  and  Mr.  Rush  offered  the  same  line  as  be- 
ing the  continuation  of  the  line  of  Utrecht,  (describ- 
ing it  by  thai  name  in  their  despatch  of  October  SOih, 
1818,)  and  as  covering  the  valley  of  the  Columbia 
river,  to  which  lliey  alleged  our  title  to  be  inilisputa- 
ble.  Mr.  Jefferson  had  offered  the  same  line  iu 
1807.  All  these  offers  leave  FraZer's  river  and  its 
valley  to  the  British,  because  they  discovered  and 
.settled  il.  All  these  offers  hold  on  lo  the  Columbia 
river  and  its  valley,  because  uo  discovered  and  set- 
tled it;  and  all  these  offers  let  the  principle  of  cooli- 
guily  or  continuity  work  equally  on  the  ISrilish  as  on 
the  American  side  of  the  line  of  Utrecht. 

This  is  what  the  statesmen  did  who  made  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  .Spanish  claim  to  Oregon  in  1819. — 
In  four) ears  afterwards  Ihcy  had  freely  offered  all 
north  of  49  to  Great  Britain;  and  no  one  ever  thought 
of  arraigning  them  for  it.  Alost  of  these  statesmen 
have  gone  through  fiery  trials  since,  and  been  fierce- 
ly assailed  on  all  the  deeds  of  their  lives,  but  I  never 
heard  of  one  of  them  being  called  to  account,  much 
less  lose  an  election,  for  the  pari  ho  acted  in  offering 
49  lo  Great  Britain  in  1823,  or  at  any  olher  time. — 
For  my  part,  I  tliought  they  were  right  then,  and  I 
lliink  so  now;  I  was  senator  then,  as  1  am  now.  1 
thought  with  them  that  New  Caledonia  belonged  to 
the  British;  and  thinking  so  still,  and  acting  upon  the 
first  half  uf  the  great  maxim — ask  nothing  but  what 
is  right— 1  shall  not  ask  them  for  it,  much  less  fight 
them  lor  it  now. 

I  come  now  to  Ihc  third  geographical  division  of 
the  contested  country,  purposely  reserved  for  the 
last,  because  il  furnishes  the  subject  for  the  applica- 
tion of  the  second  half  of  the  greal  maxim:  Submit 
lo  ncthing  that  is  wrong.  1  come  to  the  riser  Colum- 
bia, and  its  vast  and  magnificent  valley.  I  once 
made    a    description    of   it,    with    an     anathema 
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igainsl  Its  alienation.     I  described  it  by  metes  and 
jounds— by  marks  and  features— and  then  wrote  its 

|ame   in   ii,  laoi'.     The  fifly-four  forties  got  hold  of 

,ij   descripiion— rubbed   out  the  name— obliterated 

,ie    features— expanded     the   boundaries — took    in 

few    Caledonia,  and   all   the   rivers,    lakes,    bays, 

junds,    islands,   valleys,    forts,  and  settlements,  all 

le  way  up  to  54  40!  and  then  turned  my  own  analh-  ^  .„,ue  no  oojeciion;  her  a-ent,  the  northwest  cor 

ZyZ"!  '^l^;J''^v"Zrt  T"  "°;    ">■;.  '^"""''^  °"^  occup^t.o,;  of  t'C  whole  •';a„ey; 

f^!'  Th^te  "e'^ll  people.  oo'sin.peTo°etr,r    ^  a^:tlt1ro7  At.;Teart^Y"r?r"■'^'=r"'^ 

lem   "cut  for  the  simples;"  after   which   they  are  !      ,     ,,.  ,      ' 

jred.     Thev  can  nerfnr.n   ihi<,   nn„r».i„„  f,,,.  ,.,„,„_  i       '"   ^"'^   manner  the  Columbia 
ilves 
sve 

,.hers,  the  operator  must''re"ad",'a'nd''caii'i?oii"the  lis''  t  r*"*  ''^"'^'  °^  ^''^,^'  Britain.     Two  years  had  elapsed 
ining  patient  to  stick  the  word  to  the  Ihinz.  I  I '''"','.. '"^   ''"^"^  °'  ''"*  louiidation  of  Astoria,    when 


ining  patient  to  stick  the  word  to  the  thing. 

The  valley  of  the  Columbia  is  ours;  ours  by  dis  '  wrr''&"en'r''Lrn;ted''s.rt'eT'.n^  p'  '^",  nV" 
jvery,  by  settlement,  and  by  the  treaty  of  Ulrechl'  T  i  Detween  the  United  btutes  and  Great  Uritniii 
,idha;,too  often,  been  so  ad.mtteTbv  Great  Bi^  i  ^        >"formal,on   ol  a   departure   of  a   ship  of  war 

in  to  'admit  of  her   disputfng   it    now.         do  not '  H°|Tvar°"in''.VV"' H  "'  ''^'"'T  ""'"  C»""»odore 
--J    -.--    .-..      .      ..       f        6         """•    .^""    '"S  Hillyar,  in  the  Pacihc  ocean,  and  proceed  to  capture 
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r  irw^';-b^-rtjri;;;^^,e^iif  ote~^ 

Two  years   passed  olT  in  this  way;  Great  Britain  ic  a  med  cl Drr",'., v''    1        "    "","  ."''  ^"'""■;   "1"" 
made^  ob^tion;  her  agent,  the  no;thwest  compa"  [  2:::^::T;^':n:':^:uL:::l-^::^ 

cation  of  it  to  liimself. 

The  design  of  Mr.  Aslur's  cstabli-hmcnt  is  thus 
spoken  of: 

'  Mr.  John  Jacob  Astor,  merchant  of  New  York 
who  carried  on  alone  the  tia.le  in  fur,  to  the  south' 
of  the  great  lakes  Huron  and  Superior,  and  who  had 
acquired  by  this  commerce  a  prodigious  fortune  be 
lieved  he  could  yet  augmert  his  fortune  by  form'ing 
on  the  banks  of  the  Columbia  an  establishment    of. 


>   "cut  fur  the  simples;"  after   which   they  are  !  ",  ■,;"."'  "'  --•''>'-"•     . 
d.     They  can  perforui  this  operation  for  them-  i   .  '"   '"'^  manner  the  Columbia  was  settled  by  Mr. 
3S,   or  have  it  done.     If  by  themselves   all  they  !        '"''  '".,     '^    manner   it    was   held  by  him  for  two 
:  to  do  is  to  rub  their  eyes,  and  read  again-  if  by  '  ^u  ""'        "'^     "■"  ""=    "lanner  in  which   It  fell   into 
r§,  the  operator  must  read,  and  caulion  the  lis   t  r  .'^^  °'  ^''^^'  Britain.     Two  years  had  elapsed 


,•".""■   ^  V'  ""'   '"""uaiiun  Ol   nsioria,    wnen    uu  me  uanus  oi   the  Columbia  an  establishment    of 

htelhgence  arrived    at   that   place  with  the  news  of  I  which  the  entrepot  should  be  at  its  mouth      Ilecom- 
*ar    between    the    United  Slates  and  Grpni  Ui.,i,.l„    i  iiiiinicalpd  Imq  vio,i,=  i„  ii,o    „ ..  .r.i._.T     ., 


jlead  our  title  to  that  great  country.  1  did  that 
l^enty  years  ago,  when  there  were  few  to  repeat  or 
j)plaud  what  1  said,  i  pass  over  the  ground  which 
I  trod  so  long  ago,  and  which  has  been  again  so 
Juch  trodden  of  late,  and  take  up  the  question  at  a 
jesh  place— the  admissions  of  Great  Britain!  and 
jow  that  she  is  concluded  by  her  oivn  acts  and 
lords  from  ever  setting  up  any  claim  to  the  river 
,id  valley  of  the  Columbia,  or  to  any  part  of  the 
jrrilory  south  of  the  49th  degree. 
(I  begin  with  Mr.  Aslor's  settlement  on  the  Colum- 
ja,  and  rest  upon  it  as  a  corner-stone  in  this  new 
(lifice  of  argument  against  Great  Britain,  What 
,as  that  setlleracnl?  Not  a  mere  trading  post,  for 
iniporjry  traffic,  dovvn  in  a  corner,  and  without  the 
.lowledge  of  nations  or  the  sanction  of  Ins  own 
)verniuent.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  the  founda- 
in  ol  a  colony,  and  the  occupation  of  the  whole 
lley  of  the  Columbia,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
(iDQiercial  emporium,  of  which  the  mouth  of  the 
'er  was  the  seat,  and  the  Rocky  mountains  on  one 
nd  and  Eastern  Asia  on  the  other  were  the  out- 
|sls.  Great  Britain  saw  it  without  objection— the 
uted  Stales  with  approbation;  and  every  ciicum- 
iince  which  proclaimed  and  legitimated  a  national 
idertaking  signalized  and  commemorated  its  com- 
:incement,  existence,  and  overthrow. 
It  was  in  the  year  1810— four  vears  after  the  re 
irn  of  Lewis  and  Clarke's  expedition— that  Mr. 
.;tor,  with  the  enlarged  and  comprehensive  views 
I  a  "nifrcAant  prince,"  projected  from  our  eastern 
lore  at  the  Atlantic  this  great  establishment  on  the 
(item  coast  of  the  Pacific  ocean.  A  ship  com- 
linded  by  an  officer  of  the  United  Slates  navy 
lighted  with  every  thing  neee>sary  for  the  founda' 


Astoria  as  an  important  American  colony.  .\t  the 
same  time  several  partners  of  the  Northwest  com- 
pany arrived  at  Astoria,  conlirmed  the  information 
of  the  British  designs  on  the  post,  and  offered  to 
purchase  all  the  stock  on  hand,  goods  and  furs,  of 
Mr.  Astor,  as  the  only  means  of  preventing  them 
from  becoming  a  prize  to  a  British  squadron,  'i'he 
agents  of  Mr.  Astor  sold  under  this  duresse,  receiv- 
ing the  fourth  or  tifih  part  of  what  the  properly  was 
worth.  Soon  after  a  ship  of  war  from  Commodore 
Hillyar's  squadron  arrived,  took  possession  of  the 
post  without  opposition,  but  wiih  all  the  formalities 
of  a  British  conquest,  and  with  great  chagrin  to  the 
officers  at  the  loss  of  their  expected  booty.  This  is 
the  manner  in  which  the  British  got  possession  of 
Astoria,  and  with  it  the  whole  valley  of  the  Colum- 
bia. As  a  British  conquest  they  took  il;  as  such  they 
agreed  to  restore  it  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent.    And 


unicated  Ins  views  to  the  agents  of  the  Northwest 
Company;  he  whished  even  to  make  this  establish- 
ment in  concert  with  them;  but,  after  some  negotia- 
tions, the  wintering  partners  f'ts  proprielaires  kiver- 
nants)  having  rejected  his  propositions,  Mr.  Astor 
determined  to  make  the  attempt  alone.  It  was  es- 
sential to  his  success  th:it  he  should  have  persons 
long  accustomed  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  he 
did  not  delay  tn  find  them.  Mr.  Alexander  .McKay 
(ihe  same  who  had  accompanied  Sir  Alexander 
Mackenzie  in  his  voyage.,)  a  man  bold  and  enter- 
prising, jiuned  him;  and,  soon  after,  Messrs.  Dun- 
can McDougall,  Donald  Mackenzie,  (heretofore  in 
the  service  of  ihe  Northwest  Company,)  David 
Stuart,  and  Robert  Stuart,  all  of  Canada,  di-l  the 
same.  Finally,  in  the  winter  of  ISIO,  Mr.  Wilson 
I  rice  Hunt,  of  St  Louis,  on  the  Mississippi,  having 
also  joined  them,  they  determined  that  the  expedi- 
tion should  take  place  the  following  spring." 

This  shows  a  direct  communicalion  of  Mr.  Astor's 
design  to  the  Northwest  Company,  and  of  their  re- 
fusal   to   act    in   concert   with  him,   because  of  the 


^:=)^^i^^tt  i;-i^r^:^?irr^fi^dE  r^  r 

coi^quest,  they  admitted  our  righ    aga^n      By  agr  e-         oYhatam'ot  011^^1   rn'','  """".r^'     ^'t^r. 

milt'e':, TiTiri't- nl"  tJT'  "'T'^''  ''''  "'\    ^^'    ^^^^''^X'^^^U^ir 
mitted  It  a  third  tune-three  tim.s  in  five  years;  and    panion  of  Sir  Alexander   Mackenzie    in  his  expedi- 


this  ought  to  be  enough,  in  all  conscience,  to  preclude 
present  claims,  founded  on  previous  stale  and  vague 
pretensions. 

Now  for  the  proof  of  all  that  I  have  said. 

1  happen  to  have  in  my  possession  the  book,  of  all 
others,  which  gives  the  fullest  and  most  authentic 
details  on  all  Ihe  points  1  have  mentioned,  and  writ- 
ten pt  the  time  and  under  circumstances  when  the 
author  (himself  a  British  subject,  and  familiar  <in 
the  Columbia)   had   no  more   idea   that  the  Brit 


1n<.f  acolony,  sailed  from  n;;^  y;;^,;d::;;e  w:i:f;r'i:;:;:in:^  th^t  ^e^  th^fMr'^n^^'^he 
['by  aTent  e"inrn"  "Ner?:  :'v"  °'  "'T,  r"'  '  ^"'"'''"  "■^""  """'"  '  q-'e<l  e^er  th"  ugh't  .' f 
■  Louif  to  3  thf  Rn/lf„^'  P™"^'^^'',  f™™  '  ""'■  '^'^'™"'S  ^'^"'  Caledonia.  It  is  the  work  of  Mr. 
!.^"T.i?.'=™»5   "le   Rocky   mountains.     In  the  ;  Franchere,  a  gentleman  of  Montreal,  with  whom   1 


ing  ol  lail  the  two  expeditions  met  at  the  mouth 
I  the  Columbia,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  fulfil 
ti  intentions  of  the  bold  projector  of  the  enter- 
Jse.  Astoria  was  founded:  its  dependent  post,  the 
«:enakan,  was  established  six  hundred  miles  up  the 
ler:  the  Spokan,  another  dependant,  was  establish- 

I  two  hundred  miles  higher  up,  and  at  the  base  of 
j:  mountains:  a  third,  the  Wahlamath,  was  estab- 
Iied  upon  the  river  of  that  name,  two  hundred  and 
iy  miles  southeast  of  Astoria.     Parties  of  traders 

II  hunters  covered  all  ihe  waters  of  the  Columbia 
ler  from  head  to  mouth;  fleets  of  batteaus  carry- 
r  up  merchandize  and  bringing  down  furs,  had 
I  ir. regular  arrival  and  departure  from  Astoria.— 
I'o  more  ships  arrjved  from  New  York.     Canton 

I  Sandw.ch  Islands,  New  Archangel,  the  coast  of 
rifornia,  were  visited  by  Mr.  Aslor's  ships.  The 
»Mhc  fur  company  was  in  full  tide  of  success — 
ioria  became  the  centre  of  an  extended  trade;  her 
»oe  became  known  to  the  world.  This  was  notice 
Wthe  «orld  Ihat  an  American  colony  was  beine 
tnded  on  the  Columbia,  and  no  power  in  the  wide 

r  .  "r^fam''  '°,"'  ^'  "^"^  '"'-'■"^  'he  Spanish 
»nty  of  1819,  and  Spain  did  not  object.  It  was 
»-r  all  the  pretended  claims  of  Great  Britain,  as 
ni  set  up,  and  she  did  not  object.  Special  notice 
ft  previously  been  given  to  the  minister  of  Great 
J!lain,and  he  had  nothing  to  say  against  it.  Special 
nice  had  already  been  given  to  the  northwest  com- 
PV,  and  they  invited  to  join  in  the  enterprise  as 
Ulers  which  they  refused  to  do,  because  it  was  an 
aerican  enterprise.  Far  from  objecting  to  the 
•I  lement,  they  sent  a  special  agent  across  the  conli- 

II  t  to  stipulate  with  Mr.  Astor's  agents  that  they 
•ijld  confine  themselves  to  the  valley  of  the  Co- 
ll bia,  which  ariangement  was  made.  Special 
B  ce  was  given  to  our  own  government,  its  sanction 
Gained,  and  its  protection  solicited;  and  if  protec- 
*ii,  m  the  full  sense  of  the  word,  was  not  promised 


have  the  pleasure  lo  be  personally  acquainted,  and 
one  of  those  employed  by  Mr.  Astor  in  founding  his 
colony.  He  was  at  the  founding  of  Astoria;  ai 
the  sale  to  the  Northwest  Company;  saw  the  place 
seized  as  a  British  conquest;and  remained  three  years 
afterwards  in  ihe  country,  in  the  service  of  the  North- 
west company.  He  wrote  in  French:  his  work  has 
not  been  done  into  English,  though  it  well  deserves 
it,  and  I  read  from  the  French  text.  He  first  gives  a 
brief  and  true  account  of  the  discovery  of  the  Colum 
bia.     He  says: 

"In  1792,  Captain  Gray,  commanding  the  ship 
Columbia,  of  Boston,  discovered  the  entrance  of  a 
large  bay  m  4G  degrees  19  minutes  of  north  latitude. 
He  entered  it;  and  finding  by  the  fresh  water  which 
he  found  at  a  little  distance  from  its  mouth,  that  it 
was  a  large  river,  he  ascended  it  eighteen  miles, 
and  cast  anchor  upon  the  left  bank,  at  the  entrance 
of  a  deep  bay.  He  there  drew  up  a  chart  of  what 
he  had  discovered  of  this  river  and  of  the  neiglibor- 
ing  country;  and,  after  having  trafficked  with  the 
natives,  (Ihe  object  for  which  he  came  upon  these 
coasts,)  he  regained  the  sea;  and  soon  after  met  Capt. 
Vancouver,  who  was  sailing  under  the  orders  of  the 
British  government  in  search  of  discoveries.  Capt. 
Gray  made  known  to  him  the  discovery  which  I 
had  -    •' -      --■  .... 


,  ,     .   -'    " "■^»-  " "II  ?iiuw,  inioutin  a  eao  01 

and  even   communicated   the   chart  of  il    river  of  the   west   entered    ihe   sea 

ad     drawn     lin.       Vnnnnnvi-r    ceni    hia   fi-..,      .. i 1        .1  


Hon  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  1793.  This  gentleman 
knew  where  Mackenzie's  discoveries  were,  and 
whether  Mr.  Astor  intended  to  trespass  upon  them. 
This  then  was  the  time  to  speak:  on  the  contrary,  the 
companion  of  Mackenzie  goes  on  to  assist  in  laying 
Ihe  Inundation  of  the  American  colony  on  the  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Franchere  proceeds: 

"It  is  well  to  stale  that,  during  our  sojourn  in  N. 
York,  and  bcfiue  leaving  that  city,  Mr.  McKay  be- 
lieved  it  would  he  prudent  to  see  Mr.  Jackson,  the 
minisier  plenipotenliary  of  his  Britannic  majesty, 
in  order  to  inform  him  of  the  object  for  which  be 
was  about  to  embark,  and  to  ask  his  advice  as  to 
what  he  should  do  in  case  of  a  rupture  belwcen  the 
two  powers;  jnlimaling  to  him  that  we  were  all 
British  subjects,  and  Ihat  we  were  going  to  trade 
under  the  American  fijg.  After  some  moments'  re- 
flection, Mr.  Jackson  said  to  him,  'that  we  were  go- 
ing lo  form  a  mercantile  establishment  ;  t  the  risk  of 
our  lives;  that  all  he  could  promise  us  was,  that  in 
case  ol  a  war  between  the  two  powers,  we  should 
be  respected  as  British  subjects  and  traders.'— 
This  answer  appeared  satisfactory,  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay believed  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  fear  from 
that  quarter." 

This  was  in  the  year  1810— seventeen  years  after 
the  discoveries  of  Mackenzie,  and  eight  years  after 
Mr.  Bronghton  took  possession  of  the  Columbia  in 
the  name  of  his  Britannic  .najesty;  and  at  this  time 
the  minister  of  Great  Britain,  on  a  special  commu- 
iication  made  to  him  of  Mr.  Aslor's  design  to  oc 
upy  the  Columbia,  has  not  a  word  lo  say  against 
it.  Up  to  that  time,  it  liad  not  occurred  to  the  Bri- 
tish government  thai  the  Columbia   river  was  theirs! 

The  ship  Tonqiiin,  carrying  Ihe  maritime  part  of 
the  expedition,  arrived  at  the  mouth  ol  the  Colum- 
bia, March  aSlh,  1811.  The  approach  lo  the  coast 
revealed  nothing  hut  lofly  ranges  of  mouniains 
white  wiih  snow,  ihruush  a  gap  of  whnh  Ihe  great 
Ihe   weaiher 


which  he  had  drawn  up.  Vancouver  sent  his  firsi 
lieutenant,  Broughton  w.ho  ascended  the  river  118 
miles;  look  possession  of  it  in  the  name  of  his  Bri 
tannic  majesty;  gave  it  the  name  of  Columbia,  and 
to  the  bay  where  Captain  Gray  had  stopped  the 
name  of  Gray's  bay.  Since  this  period  the  country 
has  been  much  frequented  especially  by  Ameri- 
cans." 

This  brief  and  plain    account  of  the  discovery  of 
the  Columbia  is  valuable  for  showing:  Jirst,  that  we    .,.^^^  „,  American    iiiie      On  th-  loth  of  Ju 
discovered  the  river;  secouUhj.  that  we  showed   it  to  i  young  Astoria  received  an  imnortanl  visit    w^ 
British  navigators;  -jnd,  thirUly,  that  one  of  those  to  I  thus  described-  "nportanl  visit,  rtl 


was  bad— the  night  daik— t«o  boats  had  been 
swamped— no  pilots,  lighis,  or  buoys— yet  the  cap- 
lain  (a  ra-h  man  who  alicrwards  blew  up  his  ship 
at  Nootka)  entered  safely,  and  anchored  at  midnight 
in  a  commodious  harbor.  On  the  13th  of  April 
aller  examining  both  sides  of  the  bay  for  the  best 
situation,  a  siie  was  chosen  on  the  south  side 
about  four  or  five  leagues  from  the  sea,  and  the 
fuundalion  of  Astoria  began- a  name  in  itself  the 
badge  ot  American    tiile.     On  the  loth  of  July,  the 
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"All   wa'i  reaily  at  the  day  appointed,  (for  an  ex-  [ 
ped.lio,.  to  the  interior,)  and    «e   were  preparing  to 
load  tlie  ranoes    when,   towards    mid-day,  we  saw  a  | 
larae  canoe,  carr)  ing  a  flag,  wh,-l.  was  rounding  the  j 
point    tailed    by    us    To„gne-Pcwt.      We  were  igno- 
Jant  who  they  might  be,  for  we  did  not  look  so  soon 
for  our  people,  who  (as  the    reader  may  remember) 
were  to  cross  the  continent  by  the  route  which  Lup- 
tams  Lewis  and    Clailie    had    rollowed  in  18U5,  and 
winter  tor  this  purpose  on  the  banks  of  the  Miss.nirK 
Our  uncertainty  was  soon  bnuished  by  neanng  the  ol 
the  canoe,  which  landed  near  a  litlle  quay  which  vve 
had  built  to  facilitate  the  unloading  ol  our  '"=!^'='-— 
The  flag  whicti  this    canoe    earned   was    the  British 
flag;  and  her  crew  amounted  to  only  nine  persons  in 
all      A  man,  quite  well    dressed,  and  who  appean-d 
to  command,  leaped  first  to  the  shore,  and  accosUng 
us    wilhoul    cerem<my,  told    us   that   he  was  named 
David  Thompson,  and  was  one  of  the  proprietors  ol 
the  Northwest   Company.     We   invited   him   to   as- 
cend to  our    lodging,  which    « as  in   one  end  ol  the 
shed,  our  house   not   yet   being  finished.     After  the 
usualhuspilalities,  Mr.  Thompson    told    us    that   he 
had  crossed  the  continent  durii  g   the  preceding  win- 
ter; but  tlial  the  desertion  fif  a  pan  ol  his  men  h  .d 
obliged  him  to  winier  at    the    loot   ol  the  m,.ijnlains 
near  the  head    of  the    Columbia    river;  that    in  the  | 
spring  he  had  huilt  a  canoe  and  had   come  to  our  es- 
tablishment.    He  addt-d  that  the  proprietors  winter   | 
in^  in  them  had    resolved    to  abandon    all    ihe  posts  , 
which  they  had  west   of  the    mountains,  rather  than  | 
enter  into  cumpeliiion  with  us,  on  condition  that  we  j 
would  promise  not  to  Iroui  le  them    in    the  trade  on 
the  eatern  side;  and  to  sustain  wh.it  he  said  he  pro-  ; 
duced  a  letter  to   Mr.  William    McGiilivray   to  the 
same  eflect. 

"Mr.  Thompson  kept,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  a  regular 
journal,  and  travelled  rather  as  a  geographer  than  a 
trader  in  lurs:  he  h-ad  a  good  quadrant;  and  during  a 
Bojourn  of  eiglitdays,  Ahich  he  made  at  our  estab- 
lishment, he  had  occasion  to  make  several  astrono- 
mical observations. " 

This  was  a  visit  of  great  moment  in  (he  history  of 
Astoria,  and  in  the  consideration  of  the  British  claim 
to  the  Columbia,  which  has  been  lately  brought  for- 
ward. Mr.  Thompson  was  one  of  the  N.  W.  Company, 
its  astronomer,  a  gentleman  of  science  and  charac- 
ter to  wlioni  "e  are  greatly  indebted  for  fixing  im- 
portant geographical  positions  in  the  interior  of 
North  Amenta.  He  had  crossed  the  continent  from 
Montreal  simullaneously  witli  Mr.  Astor's  land  ex 
pedilion  from  St.  Louis,  but  in  a  higher  latitude,  and 
arrived  a  few  days  belore  it.  He  came  to  the  Co- 
lumbia to  give  the  information  to  Mr.  Ast^r'-s  agents 
thai  the  Northwest  Company,  to  avoid  competilioiis 
with  them,  would  abandon  all  their  estaolishmeut  , 
west  of  the  mountains,  provided  Mr.  Aslor  would 
not  interfere  with  theui  on  the  east.  This  proposal  i 
was  agreed  to.  The  valley  of  the  Colunuia  .vas 
left  to  the  free  enjoyment  ol  the  Americans;  and  the  | 
extensions  of  posts  to  the  mountains  went  on  without 
qiieslion  according  to  the  original  intention.  'I'ne 
Noilhwest  Company,  at  that  time,  no  more  than 
the  British  government,  had  happened  yet  to  take  it 
into  Its  head  that  the  Columbia  rner,  or  any  part  of 
it  was  British  properly! 

Mr.  Astor's  agent  proceeded  to  the  establishment 
of  the  interior  pjsts,  and  the  dispatcli  of  parties  to 
hunt  and  trade  up  Ihe  Columbia  to  the  mountains.— 
The  Okanakan,  about  six  hundred  miles  up,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  and  at  the  moulli  of  the 
river  of  that  name,  was  the  most  considerable,  and 
wasremarlitible.lor  being  nearest  to  the  British  es- 
tablishments  m  New  Caledonia;  lor  by  that  name 
the  valley  and  district  of  Frjzer's  river  was  then 
known;  and  that  was  ten  years  before  Mr.  Harmon 
published  his  book.  The  Spokane,  two  hundred 
miles  liigher  up,  and  on  the  south  side,  was  esiab- 
lished  at  the  same  time.  The  post  on  the  Wahla- 
math,  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  southwest  Irom 
Astoria,  was  established  the  next  year;  and  ol  all 
these  establishments  Mr.  h'ranchere  gives  a  particu- 
lar account,  winch  it  is  nut  necessary  to  read  here. 
The  country  uas,  at  the  same  time,  completely  pe- 
netrated by  parties  of  traders  and  hunters,  up  to  the 
head  waters  of  Clarke's  river,  and  Lewis'  river,  and 
into  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Two  years  every  thing 
hdd  gone  on  witliuut  inlerruptiun,  when  two  events 
occurred,  in  eommunicdting  which  1  will  use  Mr. 
Franthere's  own  wolds: 

"The  loih  of  January,  1813,  Mr.  Mackenzie  ar- 
rived Irom  his  eslabli>hintnl,  which  he  had  aban- 
doned after  havint;  cai/iid  a  part  ol  his  ellects.  He 
came  to  announce  to  ua  that  war  had  been  declared 
between  Great  Bi  iiain  and  tlic  United  States.  This 
tievvs  had  been  brought  to  his  post  by  some  gtnllemcii 
belonging  to  the  Northwest  Company,  who  liad  given 
htm  a  leiitr  containing  the  president's  proclamation 
\o  that  elfecl. 


"On  learning  this  news  we  strongly  desired,  that 
IS,  all  of  us  at  Astoria  who  were  English  and  Cana- 
dians, to  see  ourselves  in  Canada;  but  we  could  not 
even  permit  ourst-lves  to  think  of  it,  at  least  at  pre- 
sent—we were  separated  from  our  country  by  an 
immense  spare,  and  the  difficulties  of  travel  were 
insurMiountahle  at  this  season.  We  held  then  a  sort 
of  council  of  war,  and,  after  having  thoroughly 
weighed  the  crisis  in  which  we  lound  ourselves,  af- 
ter having  considered  seriously  that  although  we 
were  almost  all  British  subjects,  we  nevertheless 
Iraded  under  the  American  flag,  and  that  we  could 
not  expect  assistance,  all  the  ports  of  the  United 
Slates  iicing  probably  blockaded,  wc  deeided  to  aban- 
ilon  the  establishment  by  the  following  spring,  or 
in  the  btginning  of  summer  at  furthest.  We  did  not 
tell  our  engages  of  this  resolve  fur  fear  that  tliey 
might  abandon  their  work  at  once,  but  we  stopped 
tiading  with  the  natives  from  that  moment,  as  much 
because  we  were  not  provided  with  a  large  supply 
of  merchandize,  as  that  we  had  more  furs  than  we 
could  carry  away." 

Here  is  an  important  fact   stated,  that  of  hearing 
of  Ihe   war   and   despairing   of  protection  froii  the 
1  United  Stales.     The  agents  of  Mr    Astor,  upon  full 
j  consultation  determined  to  abandon  the  country. 
I      Mr.  Franchere  continues: 

"Some  days  after  Mackenzie's  departure,  we  per- 
lceived,to   our   great  surprise,  at   the  extremity  of 
Timgue  Point,  two  canoes   carrying  the  British  fl  ig, 
1  and  between  them  another  bearing  that  of  America. 
I  It  was  Mr.  .Mackenzie    himself,  who    was  returning 
I  with  Messrs.  J.  G.  McTavisli    and    Angus  Bethune, 
j  of  the  Noi  ihwest  Company,     lie  had  met  these  gen. 
tieman  near  the  Rapids,  and    iiad   determined  to  re- 
turn with  them  to  the  establishment   in  consequence 
of  the  news  which  they  had  given  him.     They  were 
on  the  light  canoes,  having  left  behind  them  Messrs. 
John  Stuart  and  McMillan    with   a  brigade  of  eight 
canoes  loaded  with  furs. 

"Mr.  MeTavish  came  up  to  our  lodging  and  show- 
'  ed  us  a  letter  which  had  been  written  to  him  by  Mr. 
A.  Shaw,  one  of  ihe  agents  of  the  Northwest  Com- 
pany. This  gentleman  announced  to  him  in  the  let- 
ter that  the  ship  Isaac  Todd  had  sailed  from  Lon- 
don in  March  in  company  with  the  frigate  Phoe'je, 
and  that  they  werb  coming  by  order  of  the  govern- 
ment 10  take  possession  of  our  establishment — this 
establishment  being  represented  to  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty  as  an  important  colony  lounded  by  the 
American  government. 

"The  eight  canoes  which  had  been  left  behind 
having  joined  the  first,  a  camp  of  nearly  seventy -five 
men  was  formed  at  the  little  bay  near  our  establish- 
ment. As  they  were  without  provisions  we  fur- 
nished them  with  what  they  needed;  neverthe- 
less we  kept  our  guard  for  fear  of  some  surprise 
from  them,  for  we  were  much  inferior  to  them  in 
number. 

"The  season  advancing,  and  their  vessel  not  ar- 
I  riving  caused  them  to  find  their  situation  very  disa- 
'  »reeable;  without  provision  and  wilhoul  merchan- 
lize  to  procure  any  from  the  natives,  who  looked  on 
them  with  an  evil  eye,  having  good  hunters  but 
wanting  ammunition.  Tired  of  recurring  incessantly 
to  us  for  provisions,  they  proposed  that  we  should 
sell  them  our  establishment  and  its  contents  Placed 
in  the  situation  in  which  we  were,  in  the  daily  ex- 
pectation of  seeing  an  English  man  of  war  appear 
to  take  away  whal  we  possessed,  we  listened  to  their 
propositions.  We  had  several  consultations;  the 
negotiations  grew  wearily  long;  at  length  Ihey  agreed 
nil  the  price  of  the  furs  and  merchandize,  and  the 
treaty  was  signed  by  both  parties  on  the  ;23d  of  Oc 
lober.  The  gentlemen  of  the  Northwest  Company 
took  possession  of  Astoria,  having  agreed  to  pay  to 
each  of  the  servants  of  the  ci  devant  Pacific  Fur 
Company  (a  name  chosen  by  Mr.  Aslor)  ihea.nounl 
of  their  wages  in  full,  d.'ducted  from  the  price  of  the 
goods  we  delivered  to  them,  to  feed  them,  and  to  fur- 
nish a  passage  gratis  to  those  amongst  them  who 
wished  to  return  lu  Canada. 

"It  was  thus  that,  afler  having  crossed  seas  and 
endured  all  sorts  of  fatigues  and  privaiioiis,  I  lost, 
in  an  instant,  all  my  hope  of  fortune.  I  C"uld  not 
prevent  myself  from  remarking  liiat  we  sh.iuld  not 
look  fur  suth  treatment  from  the  British  government, 
alter  the  assurances  we  had  received  Irom  his  ma- 
jesly'.s  minister  before  vie  left  New  York.  But  as  1 
have  just  soul,  the  value  of  our  trading  post  had 
been  much  exaggerated  to  the  ministers;  lor  If  they 
had  known  it,  they  surely  would  not  have  taken  of- 
fence at  it,  ;.t  least  would  not  have  judged  it  worthy 
of  a  maritime  expedilion." 

This  is  the  manner  in  which  the  eflecls  of  Mr. 
Astor  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Northwest  Com- 
pany; this  the  manner  in  which  they  became  install- 
ed 111  the  valley  of  the  Columbia.    It  was  a  purchase 


of  goods  and  furs,  and  of  Ihe  buildings  which  con- 
tained them,  and  nothing  more.  No  one  "as  child 
ish  enough  to  suppose  th-.it  the  sovereignty  ol  the 
country  was  or  could  have  been  transferred  as  an 
appurtenance  to  the  skins  and  blankets.  We  will 
now  see  how  the  British  government  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  country. 

"The  15th  of  November,  1813,  Messrs.  Alexan- 
der Stuart  and  Alexander  Henry,  both  proprietors 
of  the  Northwest  Company,  arrived  at  the  establish- 
ment in  two  bark  canoes,  manned  by  sixteen  voy- 
ageurs.  These  gem  lemen  had  left  Fort  William,  on 
Lake  Superior,  in  July.  They  lent  us  some  Cana- 
dian newspapers,  by  which  we  learned  that  the  Bri- 
tish arms  had  up  to  that  time  kept  the  ascendency. 
They  also  confirmed  the  news  tliat  Ihe  English  fri- 
gate was  to  take  our  ci-devanl  establishment:  they 
were  even  very  much  surprised  not  to  see  the  Isaac 
Todd  in  the  harb.ir. 

"On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  we  pemeived  a  ves- 
sel which  was  doubling   Cape    Disappointment,  and 
which  soon  anchored  in  Baker's  Bay.     Not  knowing 
if  It  was  a  friendly  vessel  or   otherwise,  we  thoughl 
it  prudent  to  send 'to  it    in  a  canoe    Mr.  McDougall 
with  those  of  the  men  who  had    been   in  the  service 
of  the    ci-devant    P.    F.  C,  with    the    injunction   It 
call  themselves  Americans   if  the   ship    was  Amen 
can,  and    English    if  it    was   the   contrary.     Whils 
they  were  on    their  way,  Mr.  MeTavish  had  all  thi 
furs  which  were  marked  with    the    name  of  the   N 
j  W.  Co.  parked  uprn  two  barges    which    were  at  Ihi 
'  fort,  and  remounted  the  river  to  Tongue  Point,  when 
he  was  to  wait    for    a    signal    which  we  had  agreei 
I  upon.     Towards  midnight    Mr.  Halsey  who  had  ac 
jcompanied    Mr.  McDougall    to   the  vessel,  returne. 
I  to  the  fort,  and  annoiinoed   to  us  that  it  was  the  Bri 
I  tish  sloop    Racoon,  of  26  guns,  and    120  men  in  he 
crew.  Captain   Black   commanding.     Mr  John  Mc 
Donald,  proprietor  in  the  Northwest  Company,  ha 
come  as  passenger  in    the    Racoon,  accompanied  b 
five  fiigng-fs.  This  gentleman  had  left  England  in  th 
frigate    Phce'oe,  which    had    sailed    with    the   Issa 
Todd  as  far  as  Rio  Jani-iro.     Having  rej  .ined  ther  , 
an  English  squadron,  the  admiral  had  given  them  fo  , 
convoy  the  sloop  Racoon  and    Cherub.     These  foul  li 
vessels  had  sailed  in  company   to  Cape  Horn,  wher  (J 
they  had  separated  alter  having  agreed  to  meetatth 
island  of  Juan  Fernandez.  Tlie  three  vessels  of  vfa 
did  go  there;  but,  after  having  waited  a  long  time  i 
vain  for  the  Isaac   Todd,  Commodore  Hillyar,  wh 
commanded  the  little  squadron,  having  learned  thi 
the  American   Commodore   Porter   was  doing  grei 
damage  to  ihe  English  commerce,  especially  ainoni 
the  whalers  who  frequented  Ihese  seas,  he  resolved  I 
go  and  find  him  and  give  battle;  giving  to  Capl.  BIjt 
orders  to  go  and  destroy  itie  Amei  ican  estabhshmei 
of  tlie  Columbia  river.     Consequently    Mr.  McDui 
aid  and  his  men  had  embarked  on  the  Racoon.  Tti 
gentleman  told  us   tt.at   they    had    endured  the  mc 
terrible  weather  in  doubling  Cape  Horn.  He  ihoug 
Ihat  il  the  Isaac  Todd  had  not  sla.kened  at  some  sp 
il  would  arrive  in  Ihe  river  within  a  forlnight.  Alt 
agreed  signal,  Mr.    MeTavish    returned    to   Astor 
with  his  furs,  and    learned    with    much  pleasure  I 
arrival  of  Mr.  McDonald. 

"The  first  of  December,  the  barge  of  Ihe  corre 
came  to  the  lort  of  Astoria  with  AJcDonald,  and  l 
first  lieutenant,  named  Sherifl".  As  there  werej;. 
the  Racoon  goods  for  the  Norihwest  Companjl|)i| 
hoal  was  sent  to  Baker's  Bay  to  bring  them  to  t  ' 
fort;  but  the  weather  was  so  bad  and  the  wind  bii 
violent,  that  she  did  not  return  till  the  12.h  with  l]^ 
goods,  bringing  also  with  Cipt.  Black  five  "larn  * 
and  four  sailors.  L, 

"We  regarded  our   hosts  with   as  much    splend U 
as  was  possible.     After  dinner   Ihe  captain  had  (Ue 
arms  given  to  the   company's    servants; -and    vve    llll 
paired   thus  armed,  to  a  platform  by  which  had  be(lip 
creeled   a  flag  staff.     There    the  captain  took  a  B'* 
tish  flag,  which  he  had  brought  for  the  purpose,  a 
had  it  hoistid  to  the  top  of  the  stafl";  and  then  tak 
a  bottle  lull  of  Maderia,  he  broke  it  on  the  Ihest 
Ueclarmg  in  a  loud  voice    that   he  look  possession 
the  establishment  and  Ihe  country  in  the  name  of 
British  majesty;  and    he  changed  the  name  ol  As 
ria  to  that  ol   Fort  George.     The    Indian  chiefs! 
Oeeii  ass-.embled  to  witness  this  ceremony,  and  1 
plained  to  Ihein  their  ov\'n    language  what  it  inea 
They  fired  three  discharges  of  artillery   and  inu  1 
shot,  and  health  of  the  king  was  drank  aceordioj 
the  received  customs  in  such  cises. 


I'he  vessel  finding  itself  detained  byeoiilrary  wliL, 
uic  captain  had  an  e.\act  survey  made   of  the  moull|j.i 
the   river  and    Ihe  ciia.inel   beivveea   Baker's    IJiiy  Hi 
Fori  George.     The  otfiters  came  Ireqiienily   lo  >.<■ 
and  iippeaiod  lu   me  generally  to  be  viry  niuth  ^  '  • 
leiiied  wiih  iheir  voya^jc;  ihey  liad  e.xpccied  lo  iim. 
veral  American  vessels    l.mdt.l  with  rich  furs,  mid  -  i 
calculali-d  belorthanJ  their  share  in  ihe  lukiiig  ol  Ali^j 
ria.   I'hey  had  met  noihiug,  and  iheir  asionishineni  j'^. 
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at  its  height  when  they  saw  our  establishment  had  been 
transferred  to  ihe  NorihwesI  Company,  und  was  under 
the  Briiifh  flag,  li  will  be  sufficient  to  quote  Captain 
Black's  expression  10  shew  how  much  they  were  mis- 
taken with  regard  to  us.  This  coptain  landed  in  ihe 
nishi;  when  we  showed  him  ihe  pajissadcs  of  ihe  esta- 
blishment in  Ihe  morniiig,  he  asked  il  there  was  not 
another  fort,  and  having  learnt  that  there  was  not,  he 
cried  out  wiih  an  air  of  the  greatest  astonishment.  *'WhaiI 
is  this  the  fort  represented  to  me  as  forniidnl>le?  Good 
God!  I  could  batter  it  down  with  a  four  pounder  in  two 
hours!'' 

"The  greater  port  of  the  Pacific  Fur  Company's  ser- 
vants engaged  themselves  to  ihe  Norihwest  Company. 
Some  oihtrs  preferred  returiiine  10  their  country,  and  I 
was  among  ihe  l^tier.  Nevertheless,  Mr-  McTuvish 
having?  imimaied  lo  n.c  iliai  my  services  would  lie  need- 
ed ai  Ihe  esiiiblislimeni,  1  enaaged  myself  for  the  space 
of  five  monihs,  that  is  lo  say  until  ihe  selling  oul  of  ihe 
party  which  u.ts  lo  ascend  the  river  in  ihe  spring,  to  go 
to  Canada,  by  way  of  Ihe  Rocky  Moiiniains  and  ihe 
rivers  of  ihe  inierior.  Messrs  J.ihn  Smart  and  l\I:ic- 
keiizie  left  at  ihe  end  of  the  nionih,  the  last  to  diliver 
ovrr  to  ihe  firsi  the  trading  pouts  which  had  been  esia 
blished  in  the  interior  by  ihe  before  menlioned  compa- 
ny.'' 

This  is  the  way  ihai  ihe  Criiish  got  possession  of  the 
Columbia — as  a  conqucsi — accompanied  liy  nil  llie  cir- 
cimisiancf  s  of  a  national  act.  The  lords  of  the  adiiii- 
raliy  in  Lnndon,  charged  wiih  ihe  naval  operaiions  of 
Ihe  war,  plan  the  expedition,  and  plan  ii  against  the  co- 
lony of  Mr.  Asior,  and  against  it  as  an  imporiani  Ame- 
rican co1.)ny.  Thev  di-pa;ched  a  ship  of  war  from  Lon 
don  to  join  a  squadron  in  the  Pacific  to  attack  the  colo- 
ny- A  ship  iVoni  me  squ^jdron  arrives;  finds  ihe  goods 
and  furs  sold;  is  enraged  ai  ihe  loss  of  ihe  booiy,  bui 
finds  the  American  suveriigniy  of  i!ie  cniniry  remain 
ing  in  ihe  form  of  a  Hide  fori;  lakes  p".ssession  of  il  ns  a 
British  conquest;  runs  up  ilie  Briiish  flat-;  christens  il  in 
a  boiile  of  rum;  and  agenis  are  scni  ofl'  to  Ihe  Okenn- 
kane,  ihe  Spokane,  and  Wahfaninih,  to  deliver  up  ihe 
dependent  posts,  and  wiih  iheni  the  whole  valley  of  the 
Columbia:  as  a  conquest  ihe  Briiish  look  il;  as  a  con- 
quest they  Held  il;  as  a  conquest  they  agreed  to  restore 
it  under  the  Ghent  irenly.  And  here  I  will  answer  a 
question  winch  has  been  pui  lo  me:  Does  ihe  righi  of 
ristoralion  extend  lo  ihe  whole  valley  of  ihe  Columbia 
river,  or  only  to  the  post  at  the  mouth  of  the  nver?  I 
answer,  the  whole  valley;  and,  to  parley  aboiil  any  thing 
less  is  10  EufVer  ourselves  to  be  bamboozled  and  dislrac- 
ed. 

I  here  cease  my  readings  from  Mr-  Franchere,  saris- 
,  fied  ihai,  upon  his  lesiimcjuy,  I  have  made  oul  ihe  fullest 
and  most  aulheniic  case  of  unqualified  Briiish  admis- 
sions, BV  -SCTs,  of  our  title  lo  ihe  Columbia.  To  ihese 
admissions  6y  acts  1  will  now  ndtl  admissions  by  words. 
For  It  so  happens  iliat  at  the  lime  of  ihe  negotiations  of 
IS'23,  at  the  time  we  were  offering  filty-five  lo  ihe  Briiish 
for  a  norlhern  boundary,  and  fifiy-one  for  a  southern, 
the  parallel  of  forty-nine  was  ilie  most  s^'Uihern  one  to 
which  her  claims  extended.  This  was  understood  and 
agreed  upon  by  boih  parlies  in  181S,  f820,  and  1823, 
and  here  is  ilie  evidence  of  ii  in  docnmenis  of  unim- 
peachable auihoriiv.  I  read  first  from  i\Ir.  Adams  lo 
Mr-  Rush,  .Inly  aid-  1823: 

"Previous  10  Ihe  restoration  of  the  selllemeni  at  ihe 
mouih  of  the  Columbia  nver  in  1818,  and  again  upon 
the  first  iniroduclion  in  congress  of  ihe  plan  for  coiisti- 
tuung  a  lerriiorial  government  ihere,  some  disposiiion 
was  manifesied  by  Sir  Charles  Bagoi  and  Mr.  Canning 
(minister  nl  Washington)  lo  dispute  the  riglilof  ihe  U. 
Stales  to  thai  esiablishment,  and  some  v'aijue  iniinia- 
tion  was  given  of  British  claims  on  ihe  norihwesi  coasl. 
The  restoration  of  that  place,  and  the  convention  of 
J8I8,  were  considered  as  a  final  disposal  of  Mr.  Bagoi's 
objections;  and  Mr-  Cunning  declined  conimiiiing  lo 
paper  those  which  he  had  iniiinaied  in  cunversation.'' 

Two  dates  and  a  great  fact  are  here  mentined,  with 
both  of  vi'hich  J  was  contemporary,  and,  ray  writings  of 
the  time  prove,  not  an  inaiieniive  observer-  The  nomi- 
nal resioraiion  of  the  Columbia,  which  was,  in  faci,  an 
empiy  ceremony,  and  the  non-execuiion  of  ihe  Ghent 
treaty,  in  luvor  of  ihe  west,  as  it  had  happened  before 
in  the  non-execuiion  of  ireaiios,  wliich  required  Britiah 
■western  pons  to  be  given  up-  That  is  oiis  d;ite  The 
introduction  of  Dr.  Floyd's  Oregon  bill  in  ihe  house  of 
rcpreseniaiives,  in  1820-21,  is  another  of  those  dates, 
and  of  which  1  know  something.  'I'he  greac  fact  is, 
and  my  speech  ol  1824  wifl  sfiow  that  1  knew  some- 
thing ol  iliai,  is  ihe  vague  imimaiion  of  Biiiish  claims 
lo  the  Columbia  ai  that  lime,  ihe  refusal  of  the  minisler 
lo  write  ihem  down,  and  iheir  uiier  and  enure  ahandon- 
meni! 

This  was  done  by  Mr-  Canning,  the  prime  minister 
of  Great  Britain,  to  Mr-  Rush,  in  London,  in  1M23.  of 
which  Mr.  Rush's  despatch  of  ilie  19ih  January,  1824, 
bears  witne-s.     Here  ii  is: 

"Il  was  an  omisi-ion  in  me  not  to  have  staled  in  my 
communicaiioii  of  ihe  bih  insiani  what  are  lo  be  the 
claims  of  Great  Bntuiii  on  ihe  norihwesi  coast  of  Ame- 
rica, though  09  jet  Mr- Cunning  has  has  not  made  ihem 
known  to  iiie  formally-  She  will  claim,  I  undersland, 
to  a  point  norihwards  above  55,  ihough  how  much  above 
it  1  am  not  able  to  say,  and  southwards  as  low  down  as 
19.  Wlieiher  he  desiuna  lo  push  a  claim  to  the  whole 
of  this  space  wiih  eariiesiiiess,  1  air  also  unable  as  yet 
lo  say,  bui  wait  the  more  full  and  accurate  disclosure  of 
her  views." 

Thus,  o.ntbe  I9thdayoi- Janvahy,  in  the  year  182-1, 
the  parallel  of  foiity-ki.ne  was  tee  fcbthest  soijth 

ro  WHICH  THE  HfllTlsn    HI.VIsTER,   Mr.  CaN.NINO  — A    -MIN- 


ISTER   OF    BEAD,  AND    FOR    FORTY    YEARS'    EXPERIENCE   IN 
PUBLIC  AFFAIRS— PROP 'SED   TO   PUSH   THE  BrITISU  CLAIM. 

Aficr  ihis  authentic  and  express  admission  of  Mr 
Canning,  the  prime  minisler  of  Great  Briiain  in  1824, 
il  is  hardly  excusable  to  have  recourse  lo  secondary  or 
inferior  lesiioiony,  however  pcrsu.Tsive  or  convincing 
that  testimony  may  be.  Bui  I  have  slill  a  piece  of  Bii 
tish  leslimony  in  hand  sullicient.y  respectatile  to  he  quot- 
ed after  Mr-  Canning,  and  suOioienily  conn-icleni  in 
lime  and  lerni3  to  iucntifv  the  ininisltr's  answer  wiih 
public  opinion  at  the  lime,  that  ilie  exieiit  of  ihc  Briiisf 


They  are  my  viaws  now;  and,  having  said  enounli 
against  partnerships,  and  enough  in  fivor  of  seiilni 
upon  some  line,  I  go  on  lo  give  my  reasons  in  favor  o 
Ihai  of  forty  nine. 

It  is  Ihe  line  which  parts,  more  suitably  than  a  lin. 
follov.ing  Iheir  Inghhm.ls  could  do  ii,  the  vnllevs  of  ih- 
Coluiiihia  and  of  l'',.,zei's  river,  saving  lo  us  nil  our  difl 
covenes  and  eiiilcmems  beyond  ihe  Rocky  Mounlajns 
and  leaving  lo  i!u-  Briiish  ihe  whole  "f  ihciis.  Ii  is  ; 
coniinnniion  of  Ihe  line  o,,  ihi.  side  of  the  mounlaiiis- 

Inie   which  happens  lo  conform   lo  the  geogrnphica 


aitd  to  Mr.  Rush  in  January,  1S24,  was  the  1  teniurcs  of  the  conlineni  on  ihis  side  ol  ihe  monninin- 
opinion  ol  the  piililic  as  well  as  of  ihe  minisler.  Il  is  1  and  equally  so  on  the  olhiT.  On  ihis  side,  il  parts  lh> 
found  in  the_  Liindon  Quarterly  Review,  October  nuin-  |  iwo  systems  of  waiers.  one  of  which  belongs  in  ihe  val 

'"■V  of  ihe  iMissis-cippi,  and  ihe  ofher  io"ilic  hiislii  i 
Hudson's  Bay;  on  tiie  oiher  side,  ii  pans  iho  sysiein  o 
waiers  which  l).-l„ng  lo  ihe  valley  of  the  Columbia  froii 
ihoso  which  belong  lo  Fr.-izer'a  river,  cniihig  ofT  ih. 
heads  of  a  few  stream'--,  of  aliout  equ.:!  value"  on  each 
hand.  It  Is  the  line  of  lliredil— a  line  which  will  now 
lie  denied  lint  bv  fe« — and  M  v^lnch  fow,  n  ■ilini"  more 
on  Ihis  p. lint  will  ever  be  said  by  me.  Il  is  ihe^liiip  oi 
KIQHT.  resulting  from  Ihe  Ireiiiy  ,.f  Ulr.elii;  and  as  such 
always  look.-d  lo,  in  ihe  early  siages  of  ihis  controversy, 
both  by  Briiish  and  American  sial.smen,  as  ihe  ulli- 
niaie  hne  of  seiile/nenlnnd  Imuudary  between  ihccoiin- 
tries.  Ii  is  ihe  line  of  right,  resuliing  from  ihe  said 
ireaty  of  Uirechl,  up  lo  which  Mr.  Adani=,  in  his  dcs- 
pairh  10  Mr.  Middlelon,  of  July  19,  1823,  alle-ed  an 
'•unqueslioimhle  title''  lo  exicnd;  for  only  upon  111:71  ir 


■,1322,  Il  is  in  discussing  the  boundaries  of  New 
Caledonia,  for  which  he  proposes  on  the  south  ihe  line 
of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  lo  ihe  sen: 

"Anoiher  river,  called  ilie  Caledonia,  (Frnzer's.)  hold- 
ing a  parallel  course  lo  ihe  Tacoinche  Tesse.  (Colum- 
bia,) falls  iiiio  fhc  sea  near  ihe  Adniiraliy  Inlet  of  Van 
couver,  in  laiilude  48,  and  tiirms  a  naniral  bouiidarv 
bclween  ihe  new  lerriiory  (Western  Caledonia)  and  thai 
of  the  United  Siairs,  and  falling  in  prei'isely  wiih  a  con- 
tinued line  wiih  ihe  same  paralli-l  wiih  ihe  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  and  leaving  ahoiii  two  degress  of  laiilude  be- 
tween it  and  ihe  Columbia" 

So  said  the  Quarterly  Review  in  January,  1S22,  No. 
72.  nriicle  "Wcsiero  Caledonia.'' 

I  sat  oul  lo  esiahhsh,  upon  the  admissions  of  G.'eal 
Briiain  herself,  our  right  to  ilie  Columbia  river  and  lis 
val'ey.     I  have 

mission  to  the  line  of -19.  giving  us  near  llirre  degree: 
Ihe  coasl,  ihe  valuable  wuicrs  about  ihe  Sirails  of  Fucn 
and  Puger.- Scjiiiid,  and  ihe    «  hole  Olympic  disirici,  no 
pan  ol  all  which  is  in  ihe  valley  of  ihe  Columbia. 

We  thus  see  that,  in  182),  ihe  Briiish  govern  mcnl,  by 
aulheniic  acts,  and  by  ihe  language  of  Mr.  Canning, 
admiiied  our  right  to  ihe  river  and  val'ey  of  ihe  Coliim 
bia;  and.  what  was  beiier,  limiied  iheir  claim  lo  49  — 
At  ihe  same  time  we  see  ihal  ourgovernniciU  was  ofi"er- 
intr  49;  so  ihal  ihe  two  governmenis  were  of  accord,  and 
ihe  quesiion  is,  why  iheydid  not  agree-  The  docnmenis 
furnibli  the  answer  lo  ihis  question,  and  a  strange  ans 
wer  il  is.  Moihing  else  than  a  love  of  parlnersliips,  and 
a  desire  lo  go  into  parinership  wiih  Russia  and  Great 
Briiain  in  ihe  use  of  all  ilic  couiilrv  beyond  ihe  Rocky 
Mountains,  each  enjoying  llic  use  of  ihe  whole  in  com. 
mon  with  ihe  others,  und  ihe  title  to  remain  in  abeyance. 
The  Emperor  of  Russia,  like  a  wise  man,  declined  all 
share  in  this  mixed  concern,  goi  his  own  part  laid  off  lo 
hiiiiself,  and  has  enjoyed  il  ever  since  in  peace  and 
quietness  The  Briiish  government,  like  anoiher  wise 
man,  accepted  our  pr.iposal,  went  inio  partnership  wiih 
us,  look  ihe  use  o(  the  w  hole  lo  herself,  and  now  claims 
it  as  her  own.  We  were  ihe  only  unwise  in  the  Ir.iiis- 
actioii,  and  our  improvidence,  so  visible  lo  every  body 
now,  seen  only  by  myseif  ilien,  evidently  resulkd  from 
the  iinder-esiiinaie  of  ilie  couniry,  which  was  ihen  so 
universal.  By  our  proposal  of  parinersiiip,  we  prevent- 
ed ihe  sellieinenl  of  the  boundary,  and  put  a  power 
stronger  ihaii  ourselves  in  possession  of  our  properly — 
a  power  which  has  kept  it  so  long  thai  ii  beains  lo  dream 
that  il  IS  its  own;  and  njw  we  ore  raising  fl'  ets  and  ar- 
mies, and  preparing  lo  scl  the  tour  (*orner.s'of  the  world 
on  fire,  to  gfi  him  oul  again,  i  had  ihe  vanily  lo  rie 
nouiice  it  the  day  I  first  heard  of  il,  in  ihe  year  1818, 
and  ihoughi  1  was  doing  someihing.  1  even  piiblislied 
my  denunciation  in  articles  which  I  deemed  quiie  sen 
sible,  and  expected  lo  niake  a  great  sensaiiun.  On  ihe 
contrary,  not  one  responsive  note  was  obtained  from  the 
thousand  newspapers  which  Ihe  Uniied  Stales  coniain- 
ed;  and  I  foutui  myself  as  solitary  then  in  advance  of 
the  public  ;iS  T  am  now  behind  it. 

1  trust  I  hat  I  have  made  good  our  title,  and  ihat  upon 
Briiish  adini.ssinns,  to  the  Columbia  river  and  i's  vallej-, 
modified  fty  ihe  line  of  Uirecht.  Up  to  that  line,  if  it 
becomes  necessary,  I  am  willing  lo  fight:  but,  before 
fighting,  I  want  to  talk — to  talk  undersiandingly,  wiih  a 
knowledge  of  the  sufijtct — and  to  talk  righteously,  with 
the  great  maxim  before  me:  ask  nothing  but  wtiat  is 
righi — subinii  lo  noihing  that  is  wrong.  Upon  this  prin- 
ciple I  lia\e  now  spoken,  whether  \viselj ,  it  is  not  for 
me  10  say:  bin  il  is  not  newly — it  is  not  new  talk  wiih 
me.  Tweniy-eight  >ears  ago  1  wroie  what  I  now  speak. 
Eighteen  years  ago,  and  when  I  had  already  been  etgi 


1  have  establislieil  her  ad-ytv  could  a  line  ol  "unqu-siionalile  title''  be  averred.— 
On  any  other  basis,  il  could  only  fie  a  line  of  coiiven- 
iioii— a  convenljonal  line  of  iiiiKual  agreement;  and  Mr. 
.-\diiiii3  was  not  a  man  to  confojnd  Iwo  tilings  so  difi'er- 
em  in  their  nnlnre.  it  is  the  best  line  for  iis;"fu/  it  gives 
us  all  the  waters  of  Pugei's  Sound  and  belliirdiain's 
Bay— I  do  not  say  Ilie  Strai's  of  Fnca;  (.''or  those  siruits, 
like  all  ihe  other  great  straits  in  ihe  world,  an'  part  of 
the  his;li  seas,  nndinc.ipableof  sill-iippropriaiion  by  any 
na  ion;)  il  gives  us  ihese  waiers,  and  wiih  ihcm  ihe  pic- 
tursqueand  feriile  square,  of  more  than  an  hundred 
mili'.'i  every  way.  lymg  between  the  tfiraiis  of  Fura  and 
Uie  Co  iimbia,  and  beiween  the  Pacific  ci.asi  and  tlie 
Cascade  range  of  nioumains,  and  oi  which  Mount 
Oiyiiipiis,  near  ihe  ceiiire.  is  the  crowning  ornaineni, 
and  from  which  ilie  whole  district  derives  its  classic 
name  of  Oympic. 

All  this  ihelineof  iheiroaiyof  Uirechl  gives  us,  which 
the  line  of  ihe  vail,  y  of  the  Columhia  would  noi;  fiir 
Hat  river  has  no  valley  at  its  m.iiiih,  and  enters  ihe  sea 
lurough  a  gap  in  ihe  ironliound  coast-  The  valley  of 
that  river  IS  a  fan  expanded,  ihe  F|ireadiiiL' part  in  iho 
Kocliy  .Mouniams,  iho  handle  in  the  sea.  li  is  Ifie  best 
line  lor  the  Rriii-sh,  for  il  gives  ihem  ihe  upper  pan  of 
the  norih  fork  of  ihe  Columhia,  where  il  heiids  opposiie 
the  Aihabasca  and  .Sa^k.iichiwine— Briiish  rivers  and 
covered  by  Briiish  posts— and  from  all  whicli  the  valley 
of  I'razei's  river  would  be  cut  ofT  from  commiinicati.in 
if  the  head  of  Ihe  Columbia  remained  in  our  hands, 
ju.si  as  H.ihfax  was  cul  ofl'  fruin  Quebec  by  the  norlhern 
waiers  of  ihe  Si.  .Tohn's.  Thus,  the  fine  of  right-ihe 
line  of  Uirechl — is  the  besi  lor  both  parlies,  giving  to 
each  what  is  convenient  and  necessaiy  to  ii,  (for  ihe 
iriangle  ai  the  head  of  the  Columbia  is  as  necessary  to 
Ihem  as  the  Olynip'e  square  is  to  us,)  and  lakiog  from 
each  a  detached  dislncl.  of  little  value  except  for  annoy- 
ance- rite  Briiish  conid  annoy  us  in  the  Olympic  dis- 
irici;  we  could  annoy  ihom  at  the  head  of  ihe'Columhia; 
bui  why  ilo  It,  except  upon  the  principle  of  laying  eags 
to  hatch  luriherdispnies?  up.  n  the  .Machiavelian  prin- 
ciple of  deposiiing  the  seeds  of  a  new  coiuesiaiion  wiiile 
assuming  to  senle  the  mischiefs  of  an  old  one?  F.uiy- 
nmeisihe  line  which  .Mr.  Jelllrson  propo.sed  in  1807, 
as  I  have  shown  lieretofore  to  ihe  senaie.  li  is  ihe  line 
ot  which  Mr-  Gallaiin  and  Mr-  Rush  said  in  1818: 

Ihe  fnriy  nintli  degree  of  norili  lainnde  had,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  treaty  of  Ulrechi,  been  fixed,  ind.-finilely, 
as  llie  line  between  ine  British  norlhern  possessi ms  and 
ihoseof  1' ranee,  including  Louisiana,  now  a  pan  of  our 
lerniories.  Tfierc  was  no  reason  why,  if  ihe  Iwo  coun- 
iiics  exiend  llicir  claims  westwail,  ihe  same  line  should 
not  be  continued  to  ihe  Pacific  Ocean,  .^.i  far  as  dis- 
covery gives  a  claim,  ours  to  the  whole  connirv  on  the 
waiers  ol  ilie  Columbia  nver  was  indispuiable." 

li  is  the  line  of  all   ihe  American  statesmen,  wiihout 


years  nnieo.ber  of  ihis  body,  I  submiiled  a  resolution  i  exception,  twenty  and  forty  years  ag.K'h  was  ihe'ii 

in  relaii.in    lo  this  (Jregoii  quesiion,  which   I  have  seen    „!  Mr   Cani.i,...  i.,  IS-it      iTio.i      i       r     "'15111611 
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no  reason  to  retract  or  mo-Jify  since  that  lime,  and  w  hid 
may  stand  for  the  text  of  my  speech  this  day.  It  was 
in  Uiesc  words: 

"Resolved,  That  il  is  not  expedient  for  the  govern 
ment  of  the  Uniied  .Stales  to  treat  with  Ins  Brilannic 
majesiy  in  reference  to  their  lerriiorial  claims  and  boun- 
daries west  ot  the  Roi  ky  Moiiniains,  upon  ll:e  basis  of 
a  joiiii  occupaiion  by  Ihe  cilizei.s  of  ihe  Uniied  Stales 
ao.i  subject-  of  Great  Eiiiaiii  of  the  couniiy  claimed  tiy 
each  power. 

"Itcsohi'd,  That  il  is  expedient  for  ihc  government  of 
the  United  jsimt^g  to  treat  with  his  Briiannic  majes'y  in 
reference  lo  their  said  clainis  and  boundaries,  upon  the 
basis  of  a  separaiion  of  imeresis,  and  the  eslablishmeni 
of  the  4yili  degree  of  norih  laiilude  as  a  permancni 
b.iuiif;ary  between   them,  in  llie  shonest  possible  lime." 

Il  was  in  llie  session  of  1827-'28,  and  ftefore  ihe  rad- 
ficaiion  of  Ihe  second  parliiershiii  conveniion — Ihe  one 
we  are  now  deiermined  10  get  rid  of  even  at  the  price 
of  war — and  wiih  the  view  of  ;ueveniing  ihe  ratification 
of  that  conveniion,  iliat  tins  resoluiioii  was  subiniiied. 
Ii  presented  my  view  of  the  sellltmenl  of  ihis  quesiion, 
namely,  no  parinerships,  the  inimediaie  eslablishmeni 
of  a  boundury.  and  the  4?th  paralle!  for  llmt  boundary 
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of  which  by  Mn  Pakenhani,  wiihout  reference'  10  liis 
governiiicni,  Sir  Rolieii  Peel  has  lately,  and  publicly, 
and  111  the  lace  of  the  world,  expressed  rcgrei.  Il  is  a 
hue  ■which  wc  have  never  presented  as  an  ullimaluin; 
which  we  have  ofion  pinposed  gently,  and  which  the 
Uniisli  have  as  often  gemly  shoved  aside,  because  ihey 
saw,  from  .,iir  own  coeianeous  prnposiiion.s,  that  lliey 
could  do  beiler,  and  gel  ihe  whole,  at  lensi  f.jr  a  long 
time,  under  our  own  delusive  project  olj.iini  usulVuc- 
non.  I'Ui  now  all  ihis  genife  ano  ilelusive  work  is  done 
wiifi.  I  he  J..1111  use  is  lo  lerminaie— evenis  advance — 
and  Ihc  quesiion  must  he  scilled  now  by  reason  and 
judgmem,  or  11  will  soon  eeiile  itself  by  chance  and 
arms.  Fonv-nine  is  the  line  of  right  with  me;  and,  act- 
ing upon  the  second  half  of  ihe  great  niaxiii,  Submit 
ToNorniNG  wrong!  I  shall  subinil  to  no  mvaBion  or 
cncroaclimeiii  upon  that  line. 

Senators  may  now  see  the  reason  why,  for  I  wen  ty- 
hve  years,  I  have  adhere.l  10  ihe  line  ol  Uirechl.  It  is 
Ihe  hne  of  kigut,  which  gives  10  us  ihe  Olympic  disinci 
and  us  invaluable  wmers,  and  secures  lo  us  ilie  river 
and  valley  of  ihe  Columliia.  It  is  the  fighting  line  of 
the  United  fciati-s.  1'lie  Union  can  be  rnhied  on  thai 
Jinel 
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Financial — ^'atittnal  Expenses. — During  a  discus- 
sion in  the  U.  S.  Senate  on  Friday  last  week,  Mr. 
Webster  intimated  that  he  had  learned,  very  much  to 
his  astonisliment,  that  the  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment at  present  amounted  to  very  near  half  a  million 
of  dollars  per  day. 

On  Monday,  Mr.  Sevier,  in  reference  to  that  re- 
mark stated,  that  the  daily  expenditures  of  the  army 
and  navy,  amounted  to  Ipl  06,000  only. 

Mr.  Webster,  in  explanation  of  his  statement, 
replied,  that  he  did  not  refer  to  the  expences  of  the 
army  and  navy  proper,  alone,  but  including  tliat  of 
the  voluntees — and  the  vast  changes  for  transportation 
provisions,  munitions  and  other  expences  incident  to 
the  war,  the  amount  of  wliich  altogether  he  has 
ascertained  from  good  authority,  fell  but  little  short 
of  half  a  million  of  dollars  per  day. 

Although  prepared  by  some  examination,  for  a  large 
announcement  on  this  score,  this  exceeds  our  worst 
apprehensions.  If  it  be  but  lialf  true,  it  is  full  time 
that  Mr.  Secretary  Walker  were  bestirring  himself 
in  looking  out  ways  and  means  to  meet  drafts  upon 
his  department. — Be  it  remembered  too,  that  this 
amount  of  expenditures  is  for  the  army  now  in  the 
field,  say  some  10  or  12,000  men  at  most,  and  they  yet 
within  our  own  realm.  What  amount  will  be  re- 
quisite when  tlie  army  shall  number  35,000  men,  as 
is  contemplated,  and  have  to  be  provided  with  stores 
and  munitions  some  five  hundred  to  a  thousand  miles 
within  an  enemy's  country?  To  count  the  cost,  and 
be  provided  with  ways  and  means  to  sustain  the  cost, 
is  the  first  consideration  with  Statesmen,  in  proposing 
a  foreign  war. 

The  New  Orleans  correspondent  of  (he  New  York 
Courier,  writing  under  dale  of  llie  2Gih  ult.  says — 
"Would  you  believe  it,  that  up  to  the  mail  of  In-daj 
inciitsifc,  the  quarlermasler  general  at  lliis  place  is 
still  without  funds,  and  the  treasury  with  6  or  $800,- 
000  lying  to  Us  credit  in  the  deposite  banks  of  this 
cil)!!!-  The  slate  has  already  advanced  $250,001). — 
The  banks,  on  Iheir  own  responsibility,  and  without 
any  security,  have  advanced  largely.  Large  amounts 
are  due  by  the  quarlcrniaster  all  over  the  oily,  for 
supplies  of  every  kind  Ihat  have  been  purchased  not 
only  for  the  voluuleers  but  also  for  the  regular  army, 
for  whitli  he  is  unable  lo  pij,  and  without  all  Ihese 
aids  and  means  iiolhing  could  have  been  done  to  re- 
inforce general  Taylor  or  even  lo  send  him  supplies, 
and  yet  though  Ihey  had  known  at  Washing. en  for 
some  eight  or  ten  days  o(  the  crisis  that  had  occur- 
red, and  the  exertions  that  were  making  here,  yet 
this  criminal  neglect  is  exhibited  as  lo  placing  means 
at  the  disposal  of  the  proper  officers  which  they 
must  have  known  would  be  so  vitally  necessary. 

THE    ARMY. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  the  army  Is  by  iho  stea- 
mer Alabama,  which  took  out  453  soldiers,  and  reached 
Brazos  Bar  on  the  aSih  ult.  The  same  evening,  at  S 
o'clock,  it  commenced  blowing  a  heavy  gale,  and  at  U 
o'clock  it  increased  lo  a  complete  hurricane,  which  caus- 
ed hoth  anchors  lo  drag  from  70  into  3  lailioins  waicr. 

The  lollowiiii!  is  ihe  Tisl  of  vessel.-*  in  the  harhtir,  aiij 
blown  ashore  at  ISrazos  Bar:  steamer  Col.  Harney, 
ashore,  will  be  got  off;  steamer  Auausta,  ashore  hadly; 
schr.  Waierman,  do.  unloaded;  schr.  E'jfalio,  Uo.  do.; 
steamer  Sea,  badly  asho  e  inside.  The  pilot  boat  L.  H. 
Hitchcock  reported  to  be  lo?t  in  the  same  gole. 

Vesiels  at  Brazos.  Steamers  Monmouth,  Sea,  and 
Florida;  a  barque  from  Galveston  with  troops,  name  un- 
known; \mg  Apalachiculii;  schrs.  Water  Witcn,  Wm. 
Bryan,  Ellen  and  Ghira,  Enterprise,  Coriieli;i,  Souiher- 
rer,  and  Arishi— also,  ii  ship  otf  the  bar  wailing  to  be 
discharged,  iiuiiie  unknown. 

The  only  U.  S.  vessel  olf  the  Point  was  the  schooner 
Flirt. 

The  Alabama  left  Rr-izos  on  the  1st  iii.st.  Gen.  Tiiy- 
lor  was  still  at  Mniamoros,  waiting  reiiilorcemcms. 

Major  Lear,  will)  cnisjed  the  country  from  Fort  .le- 
enp,  iind  for  whose  saleiy  Icara  weie  enter  ained,  had 
reached  the  ciiinp  in  safety. 

Cul.  Meliilosli  was  alive  yd,  and  hopes  are  en'crtaiu- 
cd  of  his  recovery.     Capt.  I'age  is  recovering. 

Copt.  Kumidcrs,  engineer,  and  G.ds.  Wiiithrop  and 
Z.  Lyons,  ntiiiehcd  to  General  Taylor's  stafl',  cuinu  on 
board  the  Alabama  as  pas-cngers,  and  Mok  at  U.ilize, 
Capi.  Miijiir  mid  A.  Mareita— also,  the  following  sick 
and  wounded  olfic  rs  from  ilic  army:  Lieut.  Artlinr,  2,1 
artillery,  Lieiits.  Gines  and  McCl.iy  and  Cupl.  Kclls, 
8th  inlaniry,  Lieut.  Sievenu,  Oih  infantry. 

J^avul  Iloiml  of  £.r«iimifr.',  to  consist  of  Commodore 
T.  Ap  C.  Jones,  President,  and  Commodore  M.  C- 
Perry,  Captains  Cluirlcs  S.  Mc-Caulcy,  Isaac  Mayo, 
and  Samuel  L.  Brecse  mcmbci-s,  will  convene  at  An- 
napolis, on  the  20th  inst,for  examination  ofsuch  Mid- 
shipiricn  as  arc  entitled  to  be  examined  for  promotion, 


Hon.  R.  M.  Saoxders,  Minister  of  the  United 
States  to  Spain,  (succeeding  Hon.  Washington 
Irving,)  sailed  from  Boston  for  Liverpool  in  the 
steam  packet  Hibernia  on  the  1st  instant. 

Lieut.  Col.  Fremont.  The  navy  department 
have  received  letters  from  Monlerey,  dated  18lh 
April.  Leul.  Fremont  having  been  ordered  by  Don 
Jose  Castro  to  quit  Cjlifornia,  and  expecting  an  at- 
tack, fortified  himself,  and  thus  apprised  Ihe  Ameri- 
can consul  at  Monterey  of  his  purposes. 

Mt  Dear  Sir:— I  this  moment  received  your 
letters,  and  without  waiting  lo  read  them,  acknow- 
ledge ihc  receipt  which  the  courier  requires  instant- 
ly, lam  making  myself  as  strong  as  possible,  in  the 
intention  Ihat  if  we  are  unjustly  atlaclfed,  we  will 
fight  to  extremity  and  refuse  quarter,  trusting  to  our 
country  to  avenge  our  death.  No  one  has  reached 
my  camp;  and  iVom  the  heights  we  are  able  to  see 
troops  (with  Ihe  glass)  musteringat  Saint  John's,  and 
preparing  cannon.  1  thank  you  for  your  kindness 
,nd  good  wishes,  and  would  write  more  at  length  as 
to  my  intentions,  did  I  not  fear  that  my  letter  will  be 
intercepted.  We  have  in  no  wise  done  wrong  to  the 
people  or  to  the  authorities  of  the  country;  and  if  we 
are  liemmed  in  and  assaulted,  we  will  die,  every  man 
of  us,  under  the  flag  of  our  country.  Very  truly, 
yours,  J.  O.  FREMONT. 

"P.  S. — I  am  encamped  on  the  lop  of  the  Sierra, 
on  Ihe  headwaters  of  a  stream,  which  strikes  the 
road  So  iVlcnterey,  at  the  house  of  D.  Joaquin  Go- 
mez.  J.  L..  i  . 

Castro  assembled  about  100  men  in  front  of  the 
enlrenclimenls.  After  remaining  there  three  days,  he 
concluded  to  Ircal,  when  it  was  discovered  that  Ihe 
party  had  quietly  gone  oil',  leaving  some  old  saddles 
and  trash  which  the  Californians  magnified  in'o  muni- 
lions  of  war.  Three  hundred  riflemen  olfered  their 
services  to  Capt.  F.,  but  they  were  declined. 

The  movement  against  Lieut.  Fremont  seems  to 
have  been  directed  by  llie  central  government  of 
Mexico;  but  it  is  not  believed  that  the  people  of  Cali- 
fornia entertained  any  ill-will  towards  him,  or  would 
willingly  have  done  him  harm.  His  own  conduct  in 
the  whole  matter  seems  to  nave  been  marked  alike  by 
courage  and  discretion. 

Other  markets.  Thirty  to  forty  thousand  bask- 
ets of  strawberries  are  received  daily  in  New  York, 
by  the  Erie  railroad.  Two  thousand  gallons  of  milk 
are  also  received  by  Ihe  same  road. 

The  MONET  MARKETS  of  Boston,  New  York,  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  Cjlliiiioie,  are,  if  not  easier,  certainly 
less  feverish  than  for  some  three  weeks  past.  Ap- 
prehensions have  somewhat  subsided,  and  stocks  are 
no  longer  tending  downward. 

The  government  has  directed  the  deposite  banks 
at  the  eastward  as  well  as  westward  to  place  one 
million  of  dollars  of  the  public  funds  in  Iheir  vaults, 
in  the  deposite  banks  at  New  Orleans.  The  rale  of 
exchange  is  ralher  against  the  north  at  present,  at 
least  nominally. 

The  Crops.  The  weather  continues  as  favorable 
as  farmers  could  wish.  We  have  some  complaints 
of  injury  to  the  wheat  crops  from  the  fly  in  some  of 
the  counties  of  Virginia  and  a  part  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland.  With  those  exceptions  the 
journals  from  all  directions  speak  of  the  crop  as  ex- 
ceedingly promising.  Wheal  haivesl  has  commenc- 
ed in  N(n-th  C-jrolma  and  the  southern  part  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  cotton  crop  is  said  lo  look  well  also. — 
We  have  fine  weather  for  bringing  up  the  corn  that 
has  been  planted.  A  better  season  lor  grass  and 
clover  was  never  enjoyed. 

Locusts,  by  countless  millions,  are  said  to  be 
swarming  in  Tennessee,  part  of  Virginia,  Ohio,  and 
some  other  states. 

Magmetic  telegraph.— The  lines  of  telegraphs 
from  Wushiiiglon  to  New  York,  after  encountering 
many  unforeseen  difficulties,  are  now  so  far  complet- 
ed as  to  pass  conimunicaiioiis  the  whole  distance, 
960  miles,  in  a  moment.  The  line  will  be  ready  for 
public  use  in  a  few  days.  The  line  from  New  York 
to  Boston  will  soon  also  be  completed. 

A  letter  published  in  the  Philailelphi.i  American, 
says:  "I  am  glad  to  undeiat  md  that  Professor 
Morse  is  likely  to  Liecome  a  iiiillionaire  from  the 
.success  of  the  Electric  Telegraph.  He  is  entitled  lo 
one  Aid/ of  all  its  earnings.  It  is  seiuum  that  the  dis- 
coverer of  so  great  and  new  a  power  realizes  much 
hut  glory  from  its  application." 

India  RuubehBhidoe  for  the  Armt—Mbssi's.  W. 
Rider  St  Brothers  of  the  Harlem  Rubber  factory  have 
secured  an  order  for  the  materials  for  a  portable  bridge 
for  the  army.  The  "pontons"  are  to  be  made  of  rub- 
ber, and  when  completed  no  delay  will  be  experienced 
in  crossing  rivers,  in  a  rapid  manner.-^'.  Y,  Express. 


40,000  bu.difls  Oa's, 
18  000  bbls.  Whiskey, 

3,UU0  hhds.  Tobacco, 
2-2.1100  nigs  Lend 
1 1,000  pks.BiifRilo  Robes 

2,C00  bales  Coif. 


Freights— New  Orleans  Trade- — The   Bulletin  of 

the  Ist  Inst,  proceed;  lo  account  r-'r'il;e    high  rale  of 

frrights  at  tlint  port,  .n  oilier  gronnds-  tlian  that  of  an 

ap|irchoii,''ioii  of  lo.eiiig  iheir    vessels    in    the  war  with 

Mexico — 1  hey  say; — "On  'Tuesday  las!  dicre  were  nine 

ships  and  eighi  barks  less  in  port  than  at  the  same  time 

last  yeai;  while  the  e.xceS3  of  receipt-5  ihisytar  over  last; 

would  sui'ply  cargoes  for  two  or  three  hundred  vessels. 

We  stale  them,  in  lound  numbers,  as  follows: — 

5,531  000  lbs.  hulk  Pork  and  1  140.000  hbls.  Corn.in  ears 

Bacon,  218  0(10  bbls,  &Ek.  wheat, 

133,000  bbls.  Beef&Pork,  |  261,000  do  Flour, 

a.'iOOO  lierces  Beef, 

11,000  hhds.  Pork,  Ha 

and  Bacon, 
50,000  bbls.  Lard. 
71.001)  keas  do., 
559,000  bushels  Corn,  .       . 

The  weight  of  the  above  cannot  be  short  of  256  mil- 
lions of  pounds,  making   114,223  tons,  and   requiring  to 
nsport  it  about  250  ships;  of  average  size.     We  re- 
peat, New  Orleans  ofi'ers  a  golden  harvest  to  the  ship- 
ing  inteiest. 

Drt  Dock  at  N.  Orleans. — A  dry  dock,  on  a  new 
plan,  has  recently  been  launched  at  Algiers,  opposite 
New  Orleans.     The  Delta  says:— "  This  dork,  built 
upon  a  new  principle,  is  230  feel  in  length,  70  feet  in 
width,  and  30  feel  deep.     Il  is  capable  of  lifting  in 
safety  the  largest  ships,  loaded,  that  visit  this  city. — 
The   conslruclion    of  the   dock    is  simple  in  the  ex- 
treme.    It  is  sunk  by  the  filling  of  air  chambers  on 
the  sides  and  bottom — is  raised  by  pumj^iig  the  wa- 
ter out  of  these    lanks   by  a  new  adaptation  of  ma- 
chinery, saving  about  three-fourths  of  the  labor  ex- 
pended upon   the   ordinary  dry  dock,  and  raising  the 
vessel  wilhoul  the  possibility  of  injury  by  an  unequal 
strain.     The    dock    is   patented   by    Mr.  Gilbert,  of  | 
New    York,   and    built   by  IMr.  Hughes  and  Messrs.  | 
Vallell  &  Thoma-.     The  "launch  was  witnessed  by  a  ■ 
large  crowd,  and  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  that 
could    have  been  desired — Ihe  vasl  structure  moving 
regularly  and  gi-ntly  from  the  stays  lo  the  broad  bo-  , 
som  of  the   "father  of  waters,"   amid   the  shouts  of  I 
the  people  and    beneath  the  graceful  wavings  of  the  ' 
flags  of  many  nations.     The  steam  machinery  is  of  a 
novel   structure,  but  for  the  purpose  iniemled,  per-  i 
haps,  the  best  that  could  be  devised.     The  value  of 
the  dock    when  finally  filled  for  operations  will,  we 
understand,  be   §60,000,   but  such  is  its  evident  su- 
periority to   others   Ihat  it  may  be  safely  presumed 
that  it  will  yield  a  large  return  to  the  owners  on  the 
capital  invested."  ' 

Catholic  chaplains.  As  many  rumors  are  in  eircn-  j 
laliou  respecting  ihe  Caiholic  chaplains  to  be  sent  to  the  | 
army  of  occupaiiun,  we  think  thai  "e  would  be  doingai 
favor  to  our  readers  by  siaiins  briefly  what  we  know  on 
the  subject  from  the  last  auihoriiy.  A  request  was  com- 
municated to  the  superior  ol  the  Society  of  Jesus  in  Ma- 
rvland,  through  two  Cniholic  prelates,  on  the  part  of  die 
United  SiatLS  governmeiii,  that  he  should  appoint  two 
clergymen  lo  go  as  chiiplaius  to  ihe  nriiiy  in  Texas.— 
The  requHSI  was  laid  before  several  bishops  then  on  a 
visit  to  Gcorgeiowii  College,  and  the  principal  clergy- 
men attacheU  to  thai  iiisuiuiioii.  It  was  the  unanimous 
opinion  ihat  n  should  be  acceded  to.  Fathers  McElroy 
and  Rey  were  then  proposed  as  proper  persona  lo  fill 
the  office.  All  present  approved  of  their  noiniiiaiion.— 
On  the  same  day  the  superior,  accompanied  by  iwo  bi- 
shops, waited  upon  the  secretaries  of  wi  r  iiiid|-ta  e,  and 
had  a  lull  undeisiaiiding  with  rlieiu.  'The  two  gentle- 
men arc  expected  to  depart  for  the  army  next  week,  , 
[Caiholic  Herald. 

Babe,  the  Pirate,  tried  in  the  U,  S.  court  and  con- 
demned to  be  hung  at  N.  York  for  murderiug  the  Cap- 
tain and  crew  of  a  vessel,  having  been  pardoned  by 
President  Polk,  accordingly  discharged  from  prison, 
the  1st  Inst,  but  was  again  arrested;  on  three  indict- 
ments for  piracy.  These  indictments  were  found  it  ap- 
pears, at  the  same  time  he  was  indicted  for  murder 
He  was  taken  back  to  his  old  quarters,  by  the  U.  S 
Marshal,  to  await  trial. 

Since  the  above,  the  U.  S.  attorney  deemed  it  hit 
duty,  on  examination  to  disdiargc  the  pirate  in  virlut 
of  the  president's  pardon 

Memento A  white  maible  monument  has  beei 

erected  in  Harmony  Grove,  Salem,  to  tlie  memoryo 
Capt.  Jesse  Smith,  the  last  survivor  of  Washington'! 
body  guard,  who  was  in  the  principal  battles  of  the  rev 
ohilion:  he  died  June -1,  1844,  aged  88.  Tne  moiju 
meiit  is  surmounted  by  a  fine  bust  of  Wasliington,  , 

Protest — too  late. — .Captain  Tate,  of  the  Briti$l 
baj-(|ue  Ambassador,  and  R.  Blossman,  eonsigoee. 
have  made  an  informal  ptot«st  to  the  Collector  of 
Galveston  against  the  payment  of  dulies  under  fti 
tarilVof  the  United  States,  claiming  a  right  thatthiii 
merchandise  can  only  be  subject  to  the  old  tariff  01 
Texas,  as  it  existed  previous  to  the  change  of  govern 
mem,  by  virtue  of  a  treaty  between  Ureal  Britain  aac 
the  former  Republic  of  Texas.  ■  1 
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I  day.    Mr.  A.,   ndvocmed    the  measure.    Decided  in  llie 
1  negative,  .lyes  13;  nays  33. 


THISWEEK.  I     Executive  Sessioss  with  open  Dours.— Mr.   Ai.i.en 

.     proposed  a  rcsoluii. in  during  ilie  weel(,  that  in  future  all 

This  Week,  has  been  full  of  eventful  incidents.  A  |,usiness  in  the  seriate  should  be  transacted  with  open 
journal  of  sixteen  pages  is  inadequate  to  the  record  !  diiors.__The  subjelS  cainc  up  for  discussion  on  Thiirs 
them. 

The  Treati'  between  the  U.vited  States  and  Gre.it 
Britain,  negotiated  between  the  Right  Hon.  Richard 
Pakenham,  and  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  J*mes  Buch- 
anan, for  settling  the  boundariesof  Orehon,  was  neni  by 
President  Polk,  to  the  United  States  Senate,  on  the  16ih 
inst.  for  ratification. 

The  treaty  is  short,  containing  five  articles;  and 
corresponds  substantially  with  the  project  mentioned  in 
the  first  page  of  our  last  number  The  following  are  said 
to  be  the  siibslance  ol  the  articles. 

Article  1.  Fi.kl's  ihs  territorial  bTundary  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  West  of  the  R'lcliy 
mountains,  on  tlio  lineol  49  degrees,  till  it  ie:tches  Qieen 
Charlotte's  Sound,  and  then  through  the  Straits  of  Fnca 
10  the  ocean,  which  gives  to  Great  Britain  Vancouver's 
Island. 

Art.  2.  Declares  the  navigation  of  the  Columbia  river, 
np  to  where  it  strikes  the  line  of  forty-niiuh  degree  tn  be 
free  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  during  the  contiiiu- 
8nce  of  its  charter,  say  17  years. 

Art.  3.  The  rivers,  ports  and  harbors  north  of  the 
forty-ninth  degree  to  be  free  to  the  consiiinors  of  botli 
nations. 

Art.  4.  Indemnity  for  the  forts  and  trading  stations 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  south  of  forty-ninth  de- 
gree, and  of  the  Americans  north  of  the  same,  if  any 
there  be. 

Art.  5.  Indemnity  for  private  projierty  of  citizens  or 
subjects  who  ni-iy  be  south  or  north  ol  the  forty-ninth  de- 
gree, if  they  wish  to  retire  within  their  own  territory. 

The  senate  occupied  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in 
executive  session,  considering  the  Oregon  treaty,  when 
at  5  o'clock,  the  question  was  decided— and  the  Treity 
Ratified. 

The  vote  stood,  it  is  said: — 

For  the  ratification  41 

Against  it.  14 

majority  27 

The  proceedings  it  is  supposed  will  not  be  published 
until  the  raiilioations  are  exchanged. 

Sincere  thanksgivings  from  the  grateful  hearts  of 
millions  of  christian  men  and  women  on  each  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  will  ascend  to  Hi.M,  whose  superintending 
kindness  has,  through  his  own  agencies,  saved  kindred 
beings  of  his  human  family  from  all  the  horrors  and 
miseries  incident  to  hellish  war,  into  which  too  many  of 
the  thoughtless,— and  of  the  vicious,  seemed  recklessly 
bent  upon  precipitating  them. 

The  following  is  believej  to  be  the  negative  vole: — 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Atchison,  Breese, 
Bright,  Cass,  Cameron, Dickinson,  Fairfield,  Hannigan, 
Jenness,  Semple,  Sturgeon,  Wcstcotl — H. 

Absent— Mr.  jarnegiii  of  Tcun 

All  the  remaining  members  of  the  senate  voted  in  the 
affirmative — only  one  being  absent  on  the  occasion. 

We  stated  it  our  postscript,  last  no.  that  the  senate  hail 

Z^^rl'P^^V  ''iJ^«"","'  "?"''''•  "'^^r'^  'I'hi'rr'w';','    the' United  States,  and  the  Oregon  dispute 
to  »ccede  to  .vlr.   rukenhams  proposals.      1  here    were  .    '      ,  j  •   ,         ■  i 

more  than  seven  negative  vnies-accounts  say  ten  or  U»='^"'"«a  question  of  secondary  interest  compared 
twelve;  we  refrain  recording  names  unhl' officially  I  with  others  that  will,  m  all  probability,  arise  from 
adviseil.  "  the  hostilities  of  our  trans-Atlantic  neighbors 


The  State  of  National  Fivances.  The  mes- 
sage of  the  president,  in  compliance  with  the  call  of 
the  senate,  as  to  his  views  on  wajs  and  means,  and 
the  treasury  estimates  under  a  slate  of  war  with 
Mexico,  are  inserted  in  a  following  page.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  deficiency  of  means  under  existing 
laws  would  be  many  millions.  His  principal  reli- 
ance for  improving  the  revenue  is,  by  diminishing 
the  duties  payable  upon  importations,  so  as  to  induce 
a  much  larger  importation  of  foreign  goods.  The 
effect  of  this  would  be,  according  to  our  notion,  to 
distress  the  community  in  far  greater  proportion 
than  it  would  relieve  the  government.  True,  per- 
haps, the  government  could  get  the  duties,  but  so 
sure  ast  it  did  the  people  would  have  the  goods,  thus 
Hooded  upon  them,  to  pay  for.  Their  prospect  of 
paying  forty  or  fifty  millions  more  to  Europeans  per 
annum,  for  importations,  than  they  now  have  to  pay 
them,  would  be  rather  an  embarrssing  task,  at  the 
present  prices  for  unr  produce.  That  it  could  be  done, 
we  verily  do  not  believe.  That  the  attempt  would  at 
once  drain  the  country  of  its  specie — and  then 
spread  ruin  over  the  land,  similar  to  what  we  have 
recently  experienced,  is  most  seriously  to  be  dread- 
ed . 

There  is  no  suggestion  for  sustaining  the  national 
credit  beyond  the  brief  period  which  the  president 
seems  to  contemplate  the  present  war  with  Mexico 
will  be  confined  to.  Should  that  war  unhappily  be 
procrastinated — a  case  certainly  within  the  scope  of 
possibilities,  another  year  would  find,  according  to 
the  project  submitted,  an  empty  treasury — tempora- 
ry expedients  exhausted,  and  a  resort  to  heavy  di- 
rect taxation  to  retrieve  credit,  inevitable. 

That  a  reduction  of  duties  would  increase  the  re- 
venues, except  for  the  moment,  is  extremely  proble- 
matical. A  sufficient  flood  of  foreign  goods  would 
probably  be  inundated  to  prostrate  our  own  estab- 
lishments. Then  would  come  the  pinch  of  poverty. 
We  could  no  longer  import  because  we  could  no 
longer  pay,  and  would  have  no  credit  left  except  by 
showing  that  we  had  provided  sufficient  taxes  to 
meet  the  interest  of  loans  that  would  be  required. 


FOREIGN. 


{^FoT  lalest/rom  Europe,  see  last  page. 

The  steamer  Great  Western  reached  Liverpool  on 
the  21st  in  ISJ  days,  left  again  the  30th  ult.  and  ar- 
rived al  New  York  on  the  15th  inst.  with  117  pas- 
sengers besides  servants. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Monet  Market. — London,  2dth.  May,  10  o'jloek. — 
The  English  securities  have  been  affected  in  a  con- 
siderable degree  by  the  news  from  America.  The 
declaration  of  war  by  that  country  against  .Mexico, 
may,  it  is  feared,  involve  us  in  fresh  dilFiculties  with 


MEDIATION  OFFERED. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  when  it  was  decided  in  the 
British  cabinet  to  settle  their  own  dispute  with  the  Unit, 
ed  States  amicably,  they  would  become  an.tious  for  an 
immediate  lerraination  of  the  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  otherwise  they  could  hardly  hope  to 
keep  Europe  out  of  the  fray.  The  question  iu  the  cabi- 
net, as  to  oflering  the  terms  which  Mr.  Pakenham  has 
ofTered,  and  which  have  been  acceded  to,  was  decided  by 
a  majority  of  but  one  vote,  Mr.  Peel,  the  minister,  vot- 
ed in  the  negative,  though  he  acquiesed  on  finding  a 
majority  against  him.  Had  the  declaration  of  war 
againt  Mexico  been  received,  Mr.  McLane  is  said  to 
have  expressed  his  conviction  that  no  such  terms  would 
have  been  offered.  Having  been  made,  the  British  ca- 
binet now  oflfer  their  friendly  interference  as  mediators 
for  a  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
through  Mr.  Pakenham,  and  have  despatched  a  similar 

propceiuon  to  Mexico. 
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The 
favorable  effect  which  it  was  anticipated  would  fol- 
low the  large  majority  in  the  house  of  lords  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  corn  law  bill  has  been  quite 
stultified  by  this  intelligence,  and  notwithstanding 
the  good  position  of  the  account,  prices  are  about  a 
half  per  cent,  lower  than  they  closed  last  night. 

Consols  were  for  money  95',  fell  to  92  and  left  oB' 
at93^.  For  account  90^  to  963.  Three  per  cents 
reduced  95^  to  5;  3^  per  cents  97^  to  1-6.  Eechequer 
bills  15's  to  19's  premium,  and  bank  stocks  2U5^  and 
206t.  The  foreign  market  is  also  dull,  a  fall  of  2 
per  cent. 

The  Corn  Market  was  rather  depressed,  with 
slow  sales  to  retail  buyers.     Sales  of  grain  limited. 

Western  slates  flour  23i.  per  bbl.  The  account  of 
the  corn  law  bill  having  so  large  a  majority  on  the 
first  reading  in  the  house  of  lords,  depressed  prices 
and  holders  were  anxious  to  make  sales.  On  the 
final  passage  of  the  bill,  which  was  expected  to  oc- 
cur iu  a  few  days,  an  immense  quantity  of  produce 
will  be  immediately  released  from  bond  and  thrown 
inlo|  the  market.  The  bulk  of  the  produce  so  held 
under  Ihe^queea's  lock,  is  American  Uouc  and. Ame- 


rican produce.     Its  value  has  been  estimated  as  high 
as  five  millions  sterling. 

There  is  a  cargo  of  wheat  now  lyin^  in  Giole, 
near  Hull,  oonlaining  977  quarters  brought  from 
Ibraila,  in  Wallachia,  weight  50  lbs.  per  bushel, 
coast  price  free  on  board  at  the  above  named  places, 
9s.  per  quarter,  freight  to  Ooole,  8s.  Gl.  per  quarter 
—total  cost  per  quarter,  17s.  6d. 

The  Corn  Law  Bill,  h  no  longer  in  doubt.  It 
passed  the  first  reading  in  the  house  of  lords  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th  by  a  majority  of  47  votes.  It 
will  of  course  pass  finally. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Earl  Grey,  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton,  the  Earl  of  EgMntoun,  Lord  Beaumont,  and  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort;  and  sustained  by  the  E:i!l  of  Es- 
sex, Earl  Dalhousie,  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington. — 
The  latter,  in  substance,  said.  "It  was  painful  to 
him  to  have  to  force  this  measure  upon  the  conside- 
ration of  the  house  in  opposition  to  tho  feelings  of 
those  with  whom  he  had  been  so  long,  and,  with 
such  satisfaction  to  himself,  united  in  tics  of  friend- 
ship. The  course  he  had  taken,  however,  he  would 
be  ready  to  lake  agiin  to-morrow,  if  called  upon  by 
what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty  to  the  crown.  His 
own  conscience  was  satisfied,  and  he  could  only  re- 
gret it  if  others  did  not  lake  the  same  view  ho  did  of 
his  duty  to  his  most  gracious  sovereign." 
The  house  then  divided,  and  the  numbers  were — 
For  the  second  reading— Present  133;  proxies  73; 
total  211. 

For  the  amendment — Present  126;  proxies  38;  to- 
tal 1G4. 

Majority  for  the  second  reading  47. 
The  vote  is  received  with  despairing  bitteroesa  by 
the  protectionist  journals. 

Sugar  Duties. — On  the  24th  Lord  John  Russell 
gave  notice,  in  the  house  of  commons,  that,  in  the 
committee  on  the  sugar  duties,  he  should  move  the 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  all  foreign  sugar,  to  the 
rate  proposed  for  sugar  the  produce  of  free  labor, 
and,  if  that  should  be  agreed  to,  for  the  abolition 
of  all  differential  duties  on  foreign  and  colonial  su- 
gars. 

The  sugar  qaestion  is  the  one  on  which  it  is  sup- 
posed (by  some)  that  Sir  Robert  Peel  will  retire 
from  the  ministry. 

In  the  house  of  lords  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
moved  an  address  to  the  queen  congratulating  her 
majesty  on  the  addition  to  her  domestic  happiness, 
in  the  birth  of  another  princess,  which  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to-. 

In  the  house  of  commons  Mr.  O'Connell  moved 
that  the  order  of  the  27th  of  April  for  the  committal 
of  Mr.  VV.  S.  O'Brian  be  discharged,  on  the  ground 
that  the  committee  of  selection  which  had  directed 
his  attendance  on  a  private  bill  committee  was  not 
itself  properly  constituted.     He  was  discharged. 

The  Oregon  Notice. — The  question  of  whether 
or  not  the  president  of  the  United  States  had  given 
the  notice  respecting  the  joint  occupation  of  the 
Oregon  territory  to  the  British  government,  having 
formed  a  controversy  in  the  English  and  American 
press,  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  stating,  upon  the 
highest  authority,  that  such  notice  has  been  given, 
and  that  the  Great  Western  carries  out,  on  her  pre- 
sent trip,  the  answer  ci  the  Isritish  government, 
which  we  have  reason  to  believe,  is  of  a  conn.iliato- 
ry  and  friendly  character.  [^ff'ilmer's  Times. 

Ireland. — In  Ulster,  the  laboring  classes  are  suf- 
fering as  severely  from  the  want  of  potatoes,  as  in 
the  south  and  west. 

The  accounts  of  the  new  potato  crop  in  Ireland 
are,  upon  the  whole  encouraging. 

The  hay  harvest  is  unusually  forward,  cutting  has 
already  commenced. 

CANADA. 
Quebec,  June  13.  .Inothcr  awfiit  firt.  Tlie  Thtalre 
Royal  destroyed — Dreadful  loss  of  human  life.  It  has 
again  p.leased  the  Almighty  to  aO]ict  our  already 
our  already  chastened  city.  Last  night  at  1  o'clock 
a  fire  broke  out  in  tho  Theatre  Royal,  Lewis  street, 
formerly  the  riding  school,  at  the  close  of  Mr.  Har- 
ris' exhibition  of  his  Chemical  Dioramas.  The  cam- 
phine  lamp  was  overset,  and  the  stage  at  once  be- 
came enveloped  in  flames.  The  house  had  been 
densely  crowded,  some  had  fortunately  left  before 
the  accident.  A  rush  was  at  once  made  to  the  stair- 
case leading  from  the  boxes,  by  those  who,  in  tho 
excitement  of  the  moment,  forgot  the  other  passa- 
ges of  egress.    la  an  incredibly  short  space  of  tiint 
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the  whole  of  the  interior  of  the  building  was  in- 
Teloped  in  one  sheet  of  flame.  The  newly  erected 
platform  covering  the  pit,  and  communicating  at 
each  end  with  the  stage  and  boxes,  favored  the  pro- 
gress of  the  flames.  The  staircase  cominunicaling 
wilh  boxes  was  a  sleep  one,  and  it  had  fallen  wilh 
the  weight  of  those  who  had  crowded  upon  it.  One 
foot  was  interposed  between  the  hapless  crowd  and 
eternity,  and  on  that  space  we,  wilh  five  or  six 
others,  stood,  Ihe  fierce  flames  around  us,  and  the 
dense  smoke  repelling  all  efforts  to  extricate  us.— 
As  far  back  as  we  could  see  there  was  a  sea  of  heads, 
of  writhing  bodies,  and  outstretched  arms;  noise 
there  was  none.  But  few  means  of  escape  presented 
themselves  to  the  doomed  at  Ihe  extreme  end  in 
■view.  The  funereal  vale  of  smoke  which  gradually 
enshrouded  them  appeared  calmly  to  drop  them  into 
eternal  sleep.  By  our  side  was  one  brother  striving 
to  extricate  another,  but  abandonment  was  unavoid- 
able. One  poor  creature  at  our  feet  oflered  his  entire 
worldly  wealth  for  his  rescue.  The  agonizing  ex- 
pression of  the  faces  before  us  can  never  be  effaced 
from  our  memory.  The  flames  at  the  time  were 
above  and  around  us,  but  human  aid  was  of  no  avail. 
In  five  minutes  its  mass  of  human  beings  who  had 
but  a  few  moments  previous  been  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  full  and  active  life  were  exposed  to  our  view  a 
mass  of  calcined  bones. 

Up  lo  this  hour  forty-six  bodies  have  been  reco- 
vered from  the  ruins.  Most  of  them  have  been  re- 
cognized. The  loss  of  life  is  greater  than  in  the 
two  dreadful  conflagrations  of  last  summer.  Sad 
wailing  pervade  the  city.  Scarcely  a  street  can  be 
traversed  in  which  the  closed  shutters  or  the  hang- 
ing crape  do  not  betoken  a  sudden  bereivement. — 
Fathers,  sisters,  children  of  both  sexes,  indulge  in 
the  deepest  lamentation,  over  Ihe  calamity  which 
has  fallen  upon  many,  for  those  who  were  thus  sud- 
denly and  awfully  summoned  in  the  presence  of  their 
Creator.  [(^utbec  Mercury. 

FRANCE, 

Has  her  Father  Matthew. — An  apostolical  priest, 
the  Abbe  Laroque,  is  working  more  wonders  in  the 
French  galleys  and  central  prisons  than  ever  Mrs. 
Fry  accomplished  in  the  British  jails.  Lately,  in  one 
receptacle  alone,  he  brought  seven  hundred  and  six- 
ty-five convicts  to  the  communion  table.  The  bishops 
are  eager  to  preside  wherever  he  arrays  his  nume- 
rous penitents. 

Escape  of  Louis  Bonaparte.  On  the  25th  May, 
the  prince  succeeded  in  etlecting  bis  escape  from 
the  fortress  of  Ham,  after  a  close  imprisonment  of 
Borae  years.  Having  assumed  the  disguise  of  a  work- 
man, he  contrived  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  sen- 
tries and  regained  his  freedom  without  any  molesta- 
tion from  Ihe  battalion  of  infantry  that  formed  Ihe 
garrison  of  the  castle,  and  to  arrive  safely  in  London, 
where  we  believe  he  is  at  present.  The  London 
Morning  Hera.ld  says:  "As  the  prince  escaped  at  7 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25lh,  and  as  the  event 
was  not  discovered  for  ten  hours  afterwards  he  could 
easily  have  reached  the  Belgian  frontiers,  only  20 
leagues  distant,  long  before  the  telegraph  itself  could 
have  been  set  to  work."  The  papers  say  ho  embark- 
ed at  Saint  Valery.     He  intended  to  go  to  Florence. 

Brussels,  May  26. — The  minister  of  the  interior 
has  brought  forward  a  law  authorising  the  importa- 
tion of  corn  and  provisions  until  December,  free  of 
duty. 

SPAIN. 

All  19  quiet  in  Spain. 

MEXICO. 

Revolutionary  movements.  Mazatlan  and  Te- 
pee, principal  ports  on  the  Pacific,  have  declared 
against  Peredes,  and  in  favor  of  the  return  of  Santa 
Anna. 

The  heavy  demands  made  on  the  departments  and 
on  the  clergy  for  funds  had  rendered  Paredes  unpo- 

Eular.  'ihe  death  of  the  archbishop,  was  a  death 
low  lo  the  monarchical  scheme,  of  which  he  was 
the  mam  stay.  The  federalists  of  themselves,  were 
Dot  in  sufficieDt  force  to  coutend  with  Paredes,  but 
tinited  with  Santa  Anna's  adherants  they  would  be 
an  overmatch  for  him.  Santa  Anna  and  Alinonle 
were  expected  at  Vera  Cruz,  from  Cuba. 

Our  lalesl  dales  ore  from  Ihe  Havana  Diario  del 
JVforiiio,  of  June  9,  containing  Vera  Cruz  dates  ol 
June  1. 

The  consuls  of  neutral  powers  had  protested  against 
the  United  Slates  blockade  of  the  port,  issued  2Ulh 
May.  Many  families  were  leaving  tlie  cily  for  the 
inleiior.  Allairu  were  as  in  183b,  when  blockaded 
by  the  French,  except  that  the  castle  is  in  beller 
Condition.  There  are,  including  the  waler  battery 
lately  conslrucled,  yui)  pieces  ol  heavy  orduace  bristl- 
ing Irom  it>  portholes,  bravo,  who  commands,  is  a 
generous  and  liberal  as  well  as  a  brave  man. 

The  Mexican  conurebs,  assembled  on  the  27lh 
May.  BusTAMBNTB,  (cx-presidtul)  was  elected  lo 
pcegide 


It  was  generally  believed  that  Paredes  would  suc- 
ceed to  the  presidency.  He  was  preparing  to  march 
wilh  the  body  of  troops  called  The  Reserve,  for  .Ma- 
tamoros.  The  day  for  departure  had  been  fixed,  but 
not  made  public.  Gen.  Bravo,  was  lo  occupy  the 
presidency  ad  interim. 

Suspensions  of  payments  continue — Government 
had  called  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
resources.  The  clergy  say  they  cannot  pay  the 
§90,000  per  month  dematided  of  them.  The  slates 
have  but  limited  resources. 

ARABIA. 

The  cararan  far  Mecca. — Seven  thousand  pilgrims, 
ivhich  set  out  in  high  spirits  and  brilliant  array  in 
February  last,  had  relumed  in  a  most  miserable 
plight,  reduced  and  broken  up  by  cold,  hunger,  and 
disease.  Only  three  thousand  five  hundred  survived 
— Persians  and  Turks.  They  lost  twelve  hundred 
horses  and  fifteen  hundred  camels.  Their  provisions 
and  baggage  were  pillaged  by  Arabs,  hordes  o(  whom 
infesl  the  whole  route  from  Damascus  to  Meeca. — 
The  prophet  does  not  protect  his  own. 
INDIA  AND  CHINA. 

The  dates  from  Calcutta,  April  7,  Madras  13lh, 
Bombay  the  15lh,  China,  March  29th.  The  Bom- 
bay Times  of  April  15lh,  says:  "The  last  fortnight 
has  proved  perfectly  barren  of  intelligence.  The 
commander-in-chief,  like  the  governor  general,  has 
quit  the  Punjaub.  The  British  garrison  retains  its 
position  at  Lahore,  where  the  people  are  conducting 
themselves  wilh  propriety;  but  there  seems  a  consi- 
derable amount  of  turbulence  up  an  down  through- 
out the  country.  The  cantonments  were  being  ar- 
ranged in  the  Jullenderdoab  and  their  garrisons  as- 
signed lo  them.  The  Bombay  troops  had  begun  to 
arrive  at  Pora  about  the  1st  week  of  April,  and  were 
lo  be  distribiiled  in  the  manner  formerly  prescribed. 
The  people  in  western  India  were  beginning  lo  suffer 
from  scarcity,  mainly  brought  about  by  the  deficien- 
cy of  last  season's  rain. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


executivejo  urnal. 
appointments  by  the  presidevt. 

By  and  with  llie  advice  aud  consent  of  the  Seiuite. 

James  Fiora,  of  New  York,  to  he  consul  of  the 
United  States  for  the  city  of  Manchester,  England 

Peter  T.  Crutchfield,  to  be  receiver  of  public 
monies  for  the  districts  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Little 
Rock,  in  tlie  state  of  Arkansas,  to  take  effect  on  the 
10th  June,  lb46,  when  the  term  of  service  of  the  pre- 
sent incumbent  will  expire. 

It  is  said  that  the  President  of  the  U.  States  has  nom- 
inated John  K.  Kane  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  as  Judge 
of  the  Eastern  District  of  Pensylvania,in  place  of  Judge 
Randall  deceased. 

The  treaty  making  power.  In  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, on  the  16ih  inst., 

Mr.  McDowell,  offered  a  preamble,  asserting 
that  „whereas,  all  power  in  our  republic  resides  wilh 
Ihe  people,"  &c.,  &c. — Therefore, 

Resolved,  Thai  in  the  opinion  of  this  house  it  is  the 
duty  of  Ihe  president  and  senate  lo  postpone  further 
consideration  and  action  upon  the  same,  and  submit 
it  to  the  people  for  their  decision  and  inslruction. 

Resolved  further.  That  if  the  treaty-making  power, 
in  secret  conclave,  attempt  to  settle  a  question  of  the 
magnitude  and  imporlance  of  the  Oregon  question, 
it  will  furnish  another  example  of  senatorial  and 
executive  supremacy  Ihat  is  incompalible  wilh  the 
consluulioii  and  the  rights  of  Ihe  people,  and  will 
call  for  a  prompt  corrective,  to  place  the  rights, 
honor,  and  welfare  of  the  country  in  Ihe  keeping  of 
those  who  will  besl  preserve  and  appreciate  Ihcui. 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  object  and  purpose  of  Ihose 
who  desire  the  preservation  of  the  liberty,  honor, 
and  true  inleresla  of  this  republic  are  besl  attested 
by  open,  mauly  action  upon  them,  that  needs  no  mid- 
nigh;  veil  lo  hide  them  from  the  public  view  and 
scrutiny,  and  that  past  experience  attests  that  any 
other  course  but  serves  to  steal  the  power  of  the 
many  lo  that  of  the  few,  and  thus  enables  one  de- 
partment of  this  goveniMicnt  lo  enlarge  its  circle  of 
ol  action,  and  draw  within  its  sphere  from  Ihe  other 
all  thai  IS  necessary  to  make  it  supreme. 

The  tariff,  is  now  about  to  become— Aas  be- 
come, the  all-absorbing  topic. 

According  to  the  decisions  of  a  recent  caucus  of 
the  ailminislration  members  of  congress,  at  which 
however,  the  members  from  Pennsylvania,  and  some 
of  the  members  east  and  wesl  of  that  stale,  declined 
to  attend,  the  aiili-proleclive  tariff  bill  was  taken  up 
in  Iho  house  of  representatives  on  ftlonday,  the  15lh 
instant,  and  is  now  under  debate  in  commiltee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Qa.,  in  the  chair 


It  is  understood  that  a  substitute  bill  to  be  propos- 
ed by  Mr.  Hcnungton  is  the  favorite  project  in  the 
house.  It  somewhat  modifies  the  bill  prepared  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  the  house  having  the  sub- 
ject in  charge,  and  reported  by  Mr.  McKay,  with 
the  modifications  of  that  committee,  of  which  he  is 
chairman. 

Clearing  away  the  field  for  action  on  Ihe  bill  of 
bills,  occupied  Ihe  house  until  Thursday,  when  the 
debate  was  fairly  commenced — Mr.  Jones,  of  Ga., 
leading  the  way, — "by  a  defence  of  the  executive 
for  ordering  the  troops  from  the  Nueces  to  the  Rio 
Grande!"  The  commiltee  of  ways  and  means,  of 
which  Mr.  J.  is  a  member,  it  appears  have  amend- 
ments of  their  own  to  ofl'er  lo  the  tariff  bill,  to  which, 
by  a  circuitous  route,  Mr.  J.  at  length  arrived 
through  British  corn  laws, — British  "free  trade," — 
and  British  precedence,  which  he  loudly  called  upon 
the  house  to  follow.  "England  had  set  us  a  noble 
example."  "We  want  revenue, — and  protection 
conflicts  with  revenue.  I  call  therefore  upon  the 
friends  of  the  administration  to  give  us  a  revenue  ta- 
riS'.  I  call  upon  them  lo  redeem  their  pleilges  at 
the  Baltimore  convention."     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  McLane,  an  administration  member  from 
Pennsylvania,  replied  lo  Mr.  Jones,  and  defending 
the  tariff  of  1842,  assailed  the  editors  of  the  'Union' 
for  whose  publications  he  insisted  that  the  executive 
ought  not  to  be  held  accountable,  when  they  thus 
everlastingly  are  thrusting  British  free  trade  opin- 
ions before  the  house  for  Ihe  guidance  of  the  mem- 
bers. Mr.  McL.  knew  the  interest  of  his  own  stale 
and  the  sentiments  of  his  own  constituents,  and  no 
man  should  step  between  him  and  them.  He  attri- 
buted the  prosperity  of  Pennsylvania  in  a  great  de- 
gree to  their  having,  so  long  ago  as  1780,  taken  mea- 
sures for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  slate,  and 
their  always  sustaining  the  protective  policy.  He 
congratulated  upon  the  approaching  lenninalion  of 
the  Oregon  dispute. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  N.  Y.,  followed  in  "an  exceeding 
pungenl  speech  upon  the   Mexican  war." 

Mr.  McIlvaine,  of  Pa.,  defended  the  tariff  of 
1842,  until  the  expiration  of  his  hour. 

Mr.  Young,  of  Kentucky,  closed  the  debate  of  the 
first  day  on  the  tarifl'. 

U.  S.  Military  Academy.  The  members  of  tlie 
graduating  class  at  West  Point  have  received  ordere 
to  remain  until  the  1st  of  next  month,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment may  have  an  opportunity  to  command  their 
services  if  required.  The  annual  examination  is 
progressing, 

NAVAL  JOURNAL  ;  ^ 

Pacific  Squadron.     At  Mazatlan   May  1st.        '   1 
TAc  SamnnoA,  of  .50  guns, — Com.  Sloate.  '   ^ 

The  Larant  sloop  of  war,  Page,  24  guns. 
The  Warren,  sloop  of  war,  Hull,  24  guns, 
The  Cyane,  sloop  of  war,  Marven,  24  guns 
The  Erie,  store  ship. 

The  Congress  and  Portsmouth  were  hourly  expected. 
The  British  squadron,  in  port, consisted  of  the  CoUing- 
wood,  80  guns;  Talbot,  26;  Juno;  25;  brig  Spy,  ten- 
der, 3  guns;  Others  were  hourly  expected.  The  Bri- 
tish squadron  now  on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific,  consists 
of  fourteen  ships,  three  of  them  line  of  battle  ships. 
The  british  brig  Frolic  at  Guayamas,  was  taking  in 
treasure  for  England. 

The  American  ofticers  apprehended  that  the  British 
admiral  had  orders  to  prevent  the  Americans  from  ta- 
king Mazatlan,  which  in  case  of  war  with  Mexico  tiie 
American  squadron  would  of  course  attempt. 

It  is  stated  that  Capt.  Stockton,  now  on  his  voyage 
in  the  Congress  U.  S.  frigate,  is  to  command  the  squad- 
ron on  the  western  coast  of  Mexico.  It  is  also  hinted 
that  the  squadron  will  be  increased  by  the  Columbus 
ship  of  the  line,  now  in  the  East  Indies,  and  another 
ship — the  whole  to  he  commanded  by  Com.  Biddle. 
The  Truj:ton  U.  S.  brig,  Commander  Carpenter, 
went  to  sea  from  Norfolk  on  the  8th  inst. 


Gulf  Squadron — Capt.  Gregory,  now  commands 
Ihe  squadron  which  is  blockading  Vera  Cruz,  consist- 
ing of  the  iJari/on.  Falmouth, and  Somns.  He  addres- 
sed a  letter  to  Genl.  Bravo,  tlie  Mexican  Comman- 
dant, slating  that  in  consequence  of  the  Mexican  au- 
thorities having  permitted  two  American  vessels  to 
depart  unmolested,  subsequent  to  the  notice  of  block- 
ade, he  had  released  two  Mexican  vessels  captured  off 
Vera  Cruz,  by  the  squadron. 

The  American  brig  Eugenia  Briscoe,  of  N.  York, 
though  pursued  by  the  boats  of  the  squadron,  got  into 
Vera  Cruz,  as  she  did  when  the  French  squadron  was 
blockading  that  port 


¥^ 


NILES'  NATIONAL   REGISTER— JUNE  20,  181G— NATIONAL  FAIR. 


243 


The  So„w;,  U.  S.brig,  wasdUpatched  to  Yucatan.to  I  carried  off  #130,000.     The  Conde  having  been  sent  |  which  1  hove  indicated,  which  would  throw  into  her 

'"".,',,     r,„„,       '^  for,  pursued   the   colonel,  rec.ivered   tlie -.imonnl  he    lap  the  vast  commerce  ol  China  and  India.     Great 

^^"SS-Se^£i,arrivedatPen,aeo,aon^adL,,,    ,    ,.,     ,,00,C^0^  - ^ ^    -  """ ^ 

the  8th  fronfvera  Cruz,  bringing  Dr.  Wood  U^S.  N.  ;  -P-^nf^e? no t;!;  "^  in':;  ielll^n,  his'dre^h:! 
bearer  of  despatclies  to  government  from   the   Pacific  ,  ^^^1^  g^^   ^^,^^1^  .^  and  protect  himself  and 

squadron,  who  passed  through  Mexico  without    intei^  [  j^,g3|ii, 

ruption.  At  the  postolfu'e  at  Guadalxara,  he  met  the  ■  yy^  |,j^g  spoken  of  the  indifference— contempt- 
news  of  the  capture  of  Captain  Thornton,  near  Mata-  i  opposition,  which  prevails  m  the  northern — the  Ihin- 
moras,  and  immediately  employed  a  trusty  person  to  [  ly  populated  stale>;  but  even  in  the  more  southern 
take  the  intelligence  to  Commodore  Sloat,  at  Mazat- |  prov inces — Tamaulipas  and  Zacateeas- where  the 
Ian  who  would  probably  receive  tlie  intelligence  five  ;  population  is  dense,  the  cry  fur  a  change  of  things  is 
days  in  advance  of  the  .Mexicans,    who  had  not    ex-  :  loud-«ilh  "iisdiHV..enec,lliat,re_adyat_any  moment 


Britain,  with  that  wise  arid  fai-seeiuK  policy  for 
which  she  is  more  remarkable  than  any  other  govern* 
nnenl,  has  ali'i^ady  the  ,  ,aclical  possession  of  most  of 
the  ports  of  the  Pacific  ocean — New  Zealand,  the 
Sandwich  Inland!!,  and  very  soon  the  Society  Island! 
also.  We  have  a  commerce  in  that  ocean  of  more 
than  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  and  not  a  single  place 
of  refuge  for  our  ships. 

I  will  not  say  what  is  our  policy  in  regard  to  Cali- 
fornia.    Perhaps  it  is  that  it  remain  in  the  hands  of  a 
weak   power   like    Mexico,    and    that   all    maritime 
powers   may   have  the  advantage  of  Us  ports.     But 
hint;  I  will  say,  that   it   will  be  worth  a  war  of 


pressed    the    inteUigenc.       J.    ^arrott     Co      1    a    ,  -^P'-  P--    .--  „„,   „„„,  ,  .,„  .^y,  that   ,t   w,„  he  worth  a  war  of 

Mazatlan,   accompanied  him.     They   left   Mazatlan  ,  ^^J  ^^^^^^^.     «  j^^^,,^,^  .,'    ,^.^,^  ^    „,^,r      j^,„_  „hose  1  twenty  years  to  prevent  B.^land  acquiring  it,  which 
on  the  30lli  April,  were  at   Guadalaxara   «"  t'"=  9th  ,  ^  J        equalled  by  their  artful  manage- i  1    have    the   best  reasons  f,.r  believing  she  desires  to 


of  May,   and  ttieir   express   was  expected    to   hav 
reached  Mazatlan  again,  by  the   17tli  May. 

The  St.  Marys,  was  olf  Tampico. 
The  Co'itiiiiiis  and  nii«mifs  are  both  under   orders 
to  the  Pacific  squadron;  the  Saratoga  and  Date    have 
sailed  for  the  same  destination. 

The  Jf'aier  ff'ilch,  at  Norfolk,  is  to  proceed  to  Wash- 
ington, undergo  slight  repairs  and  then  leave  for  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

A  French  vessel  is  about  to  sail  for  America  to 
complete  the  hydrograpliy  of  the  bay  of  Panama  from 
Point  Mala  to  tlie  Bay  of  Ghoco.  The  first  soundings 
so  far,  of  the  coasts  of  the  Pacific  are  said  to  have 
been  effected  in  1843  by  the  French  ship  the  Danae. 

Al  E  X  1  C  O  . 


THINGS      IN      MKXICO. 

Leading  families — govertimenl  plunderers — opposiliori  to 

authorily — priesl/iood  and  monarcliy.  S(c.,  Sfc. 

We  mentioned  briefly,  yesterday,  that  the  province 
of  Sonora  was  in  a  slate  of  revolution;  that  without 
hating  matured  any  design,  it  was  the  general  wish 
of  that  slate,  wilii  Slnaloa,  Durango,  and  Zaceteeas, 
on  the  south,  and  California,  (the  Mexican  inhabi- 
tants,) on  the  north,  to  forni  themselves  into  an  inde- 
pendent republic.     Our  inforraanl,  Ciiplain  O'Brian, 

already  introduced  to  our  readers,  has  had  equal  op-  I  jre^as' much  "indebted  to  any  other  nation  as  to  Mexi 
portunilies  of  learning   the   state  of  feeling    in   the  j  ^^   [^^    ,||g   exactions   and  tribute  which  are  levied 


...eut  of  the  masses.  These  priests,  (touching  whom  }  do,  and  just  as  good  reasons  for  believing  that  she 
more  anon,)  are  in  favor  of  French  rule— a  mon-  j  will  not  do  it  it  costs  a  war  with  this  country.  U  is, 
archy  and  an  establishad  church!  Their  opposition  perhaps,  too  remote  from  us  to  become  a  member  of 
would  be  general  throughout  the  country,  allhough  !  the  Union.  It  is  yet  doubtful  whether  the  increase 
there  are  enlightened  exceptions— for  instance,  the  of  our  territory  will  have  a  federal  or  a  centralizing 
Bishop  of  Sinaloa,  who  regards  the  United  Stales  tendency.  If  the  latter,  we  have  too  much  lerritorj: 
most  favorably.  Father  O'Reilly,  too,  an  influen- 
tial Irish  priest  at  Santa  Barba,  above  San  Francisco, 
in  California,  advocates  American  progress,  al- 
though the  idea  of  Mormon  immigration  disturbs  him 
considerably. — Si.  Louis  Reveille. 


CALIFORNIA. 

[Prom  IVaddy  Tlwmpson's  Recollections  of  Mexico.] 
The  inhabitants  of  California  are  for  the  most  part 


and  I  am  by  no  means  sure  that  another  sister  re- 
public there,  with  the  same  language,  liberty,  and 
laws,  will  not,  upon  the  whole,  be  the  best  for  us. — 
If  united  in  one  (rovernmeni,  the  extremities  may  be 
so  remote  as  not  to  receive  a  proper  heat  from  the 
centre — so,  at  least,  thought  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  was 
inspired  on  political  questions  if  mortal  man  ever 
was.  1  am  not  one  of  those  who  have  a  rabid  crav- 
ing for  more  territory;  on  the  contrary,  1  believe 
t   we   have   enough.     1  know  of  no  great   people 


Indians,  a  large  proportion  naked  savages,  who  not  |  ,vho  have  not  been  crowded  into  a  small  space — the 
only  have  no  sympathies  with  Mexico,  but  the  most  Egyptians,  the  Romans,  the  Greeks,  and  another 
decided  antipathy.  I  people  who  have  exercised  a  greater  influence  upon 

Mexico  has  no  troops  there,  and  the  distance  of  |  o,ai]  and  his  destiny  than  all  others,  the  Jews;  and, 
the  department  prevents  any  being  sent.  I  in  our  own  time,  the  English.    1  want  no  more  terri- 

Captain  Suter,  who  was  one  of  Bonaparte's  o(fi-  i  tory,  for  we  have  already  too  much.  If  1  were  to 
cers,  and,  1  believe,  is  a  S.viss,  has  for  many  years  make  an  exception  to  this  remark,  it  would  be  to  ac- 
had  an  establishment  there,  and  is  the  real  sovereign  qiiire  California.  But  1  should  grieve  to  see  that 
of  the  country  if  any  one  is,  certainly  so  de  facto  ifj  country  pass  into  the  hands  of  England,  or  any  other 
not  de  jure.     'J'he    government  of  Mexico   has  done  j  of  the  great  powers. 


none  of  these   things,  such   as  settlement,  extending 


her  laws,  and  affording  protection,  which  alone  give  n,oyen,ent  of  separation,  it  must  succeed 
to  a  civilized  people  a  right  to  the  country  of  a  sa- 1  ^j^^gj^,  ^^  Sunora,  not  half  the  disl 
vage  one.  As  to  all  these,  the  natives  of  California  ,  Mexico,  has  been  in  a  state  of  revolt  i 
are  as  much  indebted  to  any  other  nation  as  to  Mexi-  ;  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^    ^^^^  government  has  been 

i-" -, :■•»   •■•-,.--: r■;:■'■^  '"h.:.\"  '.'^°   ^^    "'^   exactions   and  tribute  which  are  lc»'fd  ;  j^      -piie  ^ivil   war  there  has  been  marked 

more    eastern    provinces   olT  ama.ilipas    Coahuila   ,        „  i^em-it  is  literally  a  wolf,  and  belongs  to  the    ,    PP^,^  „f  ^^^^i^,^  3,,„,.„      ^^ich  are  almost  with- 
&c..  and,  as  briefly  as  possible,  we  shall  en^^^^^^  occupant.     Capt.    Suter   has  two  forts  in  Cair    out  a  precedent  in  anv  country.     It  is  true  that  they 

this  article  to  illustrate  the  condition  of  the  whole  of   f^^j,    ^..j  ^bout  two  thousand  persons,  natives  and  P^^^  ^^^^  g^^h  of  their  enemies,  but  they  leave 


them. 

To  begin:  General  Urrea,  who  last  August  com- 
manded 111  Sonora,  pursuing  the  uidicenstd  system 
which  the  example  of  the  government  sanctioned, 
under   different   pretences,  pushed    his  forced  loan 


them  hanging  on  the  trees  to  feast  the  birds  of  prey. 
There  is  scarcely  a  road  in  the  whole  department 
where  such  spectacles  are  not  daily  exhibited. 


THE  FIRST    NATIONAL    FAIR, 
Held  at  the  City  of  Washington;   commencing  OQ 


Europeans,   in   his  employn)cnl,  all  of  them  armed 

and    regulaily   drilled.     1    have    no   doubt   that  his 

force  would  be  more  man  a  match  for  any  Mexican 

force  which  will  ever  be  sent  against  him.     He  has 

once  or  twice  been  ordered  to  deliver  up  his  forts, 
upon  the  leading  inhabitants,  to  the  most  intolerable  '  and  his  laconic  reply  has  been,  "Come  and  take 
extent — shamelessly,   at    the   same    lime,    applying    them." 

them  to  his   own  purposes.     Puica  is  the  principal  I      From  all  the  information  which  I  have  received —        _^^ 

town  of  the  slate,  and  the  only  one  where  the  march  and  1  have  been  inquiMiive  uii  the  subject— I  am  ,  rpj^'^^^^j^^'jlig  gist!  May,  and  closed  on  Wednesday, 
of  intelligence  is  at  all  to  be  detected.     It  is  a  very    well  satisfied  tti&t  there  is  not  on  this  Continent  any  i  g^.^j^^j,.   ^■^^  g,,j   jy„g  ^g^Q 

old  city,  but  modern  streets,  schools,  &c.,  prove  that ,  country  of  the  same  extent  as  little  desirable  as  j  ^he^exhibition  was  truly  national.  The  firing  of 
the  spirit  ol  the  time  is  felt  there.     A  bcotchman  of   Oreeoii,   nor   any    in    the   word  wiicn  combines  as         *,  j    r      ,■       i    :„  c    ,  „  i,„.°i  „r 

enterprise  and  ability  has  establi-hed  a  seminary,  ]  „,Jy  advantages  as  California.  With  the  exception  '  a  salute  and  the  sound  of  national  airs  from  a  band  of 
and  the  children  of  all  the  respectable  families  are  of  ti.e  valley  of  the  Wallamelte,  there  is  scaicely  !  music  prepared  for  the  occasion,  announced  the  open- 
sent  10  receive  an  English  education— even,  with  !  any  portion  of  Oregon  which  is  inhabitable  except  ing  of  the  doors  at  meridian,  of  the  ^Ist.  Ihousauds 
the   consent  of  Uieir   parents,  to  the  neglect  of  their  \  for  itiat  most  worthless  of  all,  hunting  population—  j  of  impatient  spectators  crowded  for  admission. 

ouin  (oiiguage.'— so  clearly  do  they  foresee  and  hearii-    and   the  valley  of  the   Wallamelte   is  of  very  small  ]  

ly    desire,   a   cliange    which   is  inevilable.     In   one    extent.     In  the  Soulh  the  only  port  is  at  the  Cjlum- 1 
house  oul  of  every  four,  English  is  spoken.   The  In-    b.a  river,  and  that  is  no  port  al  all,  as  the  loss  of  Ihe 


Pains  have  been  taken  to  spread  the  impression 


gust,  sent   lorlh  and  led  Dacn  wiin  his  sons,  aga...-.  ,  uccu    i.,o.,-.      ...-.^    .»   ,.,    ,,„.„„......  - 

the   city,    the    Yaquis,  a  powerful  tribe  af  Indians,  j  country    which   produces   all    the   grains  as  well;  1,  in  quality  or  held  at  higher  prices. 
over  whom  they    exercise  control.     Urrea,   at   the  !  have  been  told  by  more  ihan  one  person  on  whom  I  :  tamed  one  ol  the  committee  roomi  „ 

time,  was  in  command  of  seven  hundred  meo-lhat '  entirely  relied,  that  Ihey  had  known  whole  fields  to    exhibited  them  to  such  members  as  he  saw  ht 
wiMo  prevent  desertion.     On  the  i  nroduce-a  quantity   so   incredible    that  I  will  not        Bi-.t  some  members  dropped  in  vvho   were 


For  these  he  ob- 
ms  of  congress,  and 


lesled. 

To 
quarter 
one  I 
large 

latge'r    Ihrn  "our"  n;";gh-'bo"rm6"\7w,rof"s":   cii'ade;  j  'lhrdi;ia''n;rfr::ir"the  head  of  "ligation  on  the  1  hifj;^''';^,^"A'n.'encan  fabrics.     He  declined  to  do  it.- 
while  his  own  residence,  or  ranc/io,  lias  a  population     Arkansas  and  Red  rivers  to  a  navigable  point  ot  the    wiin   reai  /»"■  ... 

of  IG.UOO,    »ilh   three   large   churches.     He  keeps  ]  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Caliroriiia  is  not  more  than]  Why: 

constantly  abo     '  '  '  ' 

rancheros,   wh 

very   large 

one   occasion 

superior   orders,  or  rouuing  on  nis  oin  account,  we  ■■  win  oe  me  greaiesi  ciiy  ni  luc  wunu.      »i.o.  y-' —    —  j--:  ^^    lontlu  rnnrniEed?" 

know   not— made  a  desceat  upon  bis  dwellins,  and  I  would  be  incalsulably   hastsned  by  the  measures  I  cofflpanaou  w    iiieauy  eoBiB»K«., 


Had   he   not   chosen  the  samples  must  ad- 
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-The  President  and  his   Lady,   together  with    the  i  building  erected  by  the  raanufacturei-s,  at  the  expense 
Other  ladies  of  his  family,  and  accompanied   by  the  Lf  some  f5,000,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  grand 


Secretary  of  War,  the  Postmarfer  General,  and  the 
Anorncy  General,  visited  tlie  National  Exhibition  of 
Manufactures  on  Saturday  the  25th,  and  spent  an 
hour  or  two  in  viewing  the  vast  and  varied  display  of 
American  skill  and  industry  there  gathered  together. 
The  President  expressed  himself  highly  gratified,  as 
he  certainly  must  have  been  much  impressed,  if  not 
surprised,  by  the  extent  and  beauty  of  the  exhibition." 

An  edifice  was  constructed  at  an  expense  of  about 
$5000,  for  the  accomodation  of  the  Fair.  A  pavilion 
in  the  form  of  a  T;  260  feet  in  length  in  one  direction 
and  240  feet  in  the  other,  60  feet  wide  each,  besides 
spacious  sheds  tlie  whole  length  on  each  side  for  the 
accomodation  of  carriages,  machinery,  agricultural 
implements,  and  other  heavy  apparatus.  The  whole 
interior  was  beautifully  decorated  with  cambric  of 
various  colors,  tastefully  displayed.  It  was  lighted 
and  ventilated  by  skylights  during  the  day,  and 
brilliantly  illuminated  by  gas  at  night. 

POBLIC  NOTICES  AND  COMMENTS   OF  THE  PRESS. 

"It  is  particularly  gratifying  to  observe"  remarked 
the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  23d,  "that  the 
numerous  visitors  who  throng  the  spacious  building  do 
not  parade  through  it  as  though  they  had  been  brought 
together  from  mere  curiosity  to  behold  a  rare  and 
novel  spectacle,  but  they  are  busily  employed  in 
examming  the  qualities,  inquiring  into  the  prices,  and 
other  cu-cumstances,  attending  the  various  specimens 
cf  manufactures;  thus  enabling  themselves  as  Ameri- 
can citizens  strongly  interested  in  the  question,  by 
ascertaining  the  value  of  the  American  system,to  act 
knowingly  upon  it.  This  is  all  the  manufacturers  can 
require:  they  can  ha.ve  no  more  anxious  wish  than  that 
the  public,  the  consumers  of  the  articles  which  they 
produce,  should  have  the  means  of  judging  for  them- 
selves. To  this  test  the  manufacturers  may  very 
safely  and  confidently  trust  the  qiiestion  of  the  en- 
couragement due  to  American  industry." 

In  their  notice  of  the  third  day's  exhibition,  the 
Editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  observe:  "We 
are  sorry  to  find  that  there  are  persons  who,  either 
from  ignorance  or  malevolence,  state  that  a  system  of 
deception  is  endeavored  to  be  practiced  by  the  pro- 
moters of  this  Fair;  that  the  prices  marked  on  the 
goods  are  not  those  for  which  the  proprietors  would 
dispose  of  them,  and  other  similar  assertions.  The 
manufacturers  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  fact  or 
Sirgument.  But  misrepresentation  may  work  its  way 
unnoticed  because  undiscovered,  and  can  only  be  de- 
nounced when  detected.  During  our  loiterings  about 
in  the  Fair  on  Saturday,  we  accidentally  met  ^vitll  two 
persons  Ivho  were  detailing  to  small  groups  of  listen- 
ers statements  such  as  we  have  alluded  to.  We 
are  authorized  by  more  than  one  of  the  principal  ex- 
hibitors of  goods  to  state  that  all  such  assertions  as 
we  have  alluded  to  are  false,  wherever,  whenever, 
and  by  whomsoever  they  may  be  made." 

We  were  at  some  pains  to  ascertain  for  ourselves 
in  relation  to  these  facts,  and  arc  free  to  verify  the 
Statement  above  made,  to  its  full  extent. 

That  a  critical  examination  was  instituted,  there 
can  be  no  doubt;  numbers  of  the  anti-protective 
journals  called  upon  tlieir  business  friends  and  the 
advocates  of  "free  trade," — to  be  upon  the  spot,  pre- 
pared for  a  close  inspection  and  to  prevent  deception. 

The  Richmmid  Enijulrer  of  the  23d  concludes  an 
editorial  by  observing: — 

"We  hear  that  some  of  our  merchants  mean  to 
visit  tlie  Fair,  to  test  the  fairness  of  the  manufacturers. 
If  the  latter  will  agree  to  fill  orders  at  the  low  prices 
fixed  by  them  for  the  public  inspection,  the  merchants 
will  make  their  contracts.  In  that  case,  the  manufac- 
turoi-s  admit  that  they  can  manufacture  cheaper  than  I  J„  j,^  (/,„. 
abroad,  and,  therefore,  do  not  need  "protection."  If 
Ihey  will  uoi  am)  Isjrge  quantities  upon  the  same  terms 
as  set  forth  on  tltejr  labels,  tlieir  trickery  will  be  ex- 
posed. They  may  well  afford,  out  of  their  rich  prof- 
its, to  sell  a  few  articles  at  a  low  price,  in  order  to  se- 
cure the  monopoly  uf  the  markets;  but  will  they  agree  |  theyniust  hang 
to  fill  large  standing  orders  at  the  same  prices?.  That 
is  the  question.  In  any  event,  wc  have  them  on  the 
hip." 

In  the  same  paper  is  a  communication  over  the  sig- 
nature of  "Fair  I'l.iT,"  commended  in  an  editorial, 
for  its  "strength,  precision,  aud  unanswerable  logic" 
—which  says: — 

"Having  occasion  yesterday  to  stroll  into  the  large 


demonstration  upon  Congress  with  a  view  to  prevent 
that  body  from  interfering  witli  the  immense  monopoly 
enjoyed  by  that  privileged  class  under  the  provisions 
of  the  present  Tariff,  I  noticed  many  very  handsome 
specimens  of  carpeting,  and  other  manufactures, 
which  are  displayed  for  the  approaching  exhibition. 
And  amoug  other  facts  that  1  learned  about  their 
beautiful  fabrics  was  this:  that  mmnj  of  them  had  prices 
fixed  upon  them  very  much  Imoer  than  the  same  qiudity  and 
description  of  goods  can  be  impcn-ted  for  from  foreign 
coiintries. 

The  beautiful  imperial  carpeting  sent  from  the 
Thompsonville  manufactory,  in  Connecticut,  is  priced 
at  ^"2  per  yard — a  price  very  much  lower  than  the 
mercliants  can  obtain  the  same  for  in  the  large 
quantities. 

Now,  this  fact  proves  one  of  two  things — viz:  that 
these  fabrics  are  offered  at  a  lower  price  than  the 
manufacturer  can  afford  to  sell  them  for,  or  that  he 
does  not  need  protection. 

Of  course.  Congress  will  take  the  manufacturer 
at  his  word.  And  if  he  can  produce  as  good  if  not  a 
better  fabric,  as  his  foreign  rival  at  a  lou'er  price,  there 
is  no  need  of  taxing  the  consumer  for  his  particular 
benefit.  The  argument  in  favor  of  protection  is  re- 
moved at  once.* 

That  it  is  a  fact  that  the  American  manufacturer 
can  manufacture  a  better  fabric  at  a  lower  price  than 
his  foreign  rival,  is  stoutly  contended  for,  I  understand, 
by  the  zealous  advocates  of  the  protective  system — 
This  was  the  alleged  reason  on  their  part  for  getting 
up  this  great  ;)oZi(icai  W'/u'o/uir,  which  is  to  be  held  in 
this  city  next  week.  Its  avowed  design  is,  to  show  to 
Congress  and  the  world,  that  the  American  manufac- 
turer can  make  a  better  fabric  for  the  same  price 
than  his  foreign  rival;  and  consequently  to  prove  that  the 
.flmerican  manufacturer  stands  in  no  need  of  high  duties 
to  protect  him  from  tlie  competition  of  the  foreign  manu- 
facturer. 

As  the  friend  of  a  moderate  revenue  tariff,  I  am 
rejoiced  that  the  manufacturing  monopolists  have 
concluded  to  make  this  demonstration  upon  Congress, 


"Yesterday,  says  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  of22d  the 
great  tariff  fair  commenced  at  Washington.  It  will 
doubtless,  present  a  ma'^nificent  display  of  American 
ingenuity.  Were  it  stripped  of  its  political  character, 
we  should  hail  it  with  pleasure — and  even  now, 
though  its  avowed  object  be  to  operate  upon  the 
members  of  Congress  to  continue  the  injustice  of 
"protection,"  we  are  not  sorry  that  the  attempt  is 
made;  for  unless  we  are  deceived,  it  will  have  the 
opposite  effect,  and  open  the  eyes  of  the  people's 
Representatives  to  the  impropriety  of  special  legisla- 
tion." 

"AVe  were  glad  to  observe  among  the  visiters  to-day 
many  persons  of  high  influence  in  the  country,  and 
some  who  have  hitherto  been  unfavorable  to  a  protec- 
tive tariff.  It  may  be  trusted  that  a  walk  through  the 
Fair,  and  a  considerate  contemplation  of  the  objects 
presented,  may  have  a  favorable  effect  upon  their  fu- 
ture coui'se." 

"The  interest  of  this  exhibition  increases  every  day, 
and  we  expect  that  it  will  be  fully  arranged  (which  it 
has  not  yet  been)  early  in  the  present  week.  Vfe  are 
very  doubtful  whether  the  building,  spacious  as  it  is, 
will  be  found  capacious  enough  for  the  immense  quan- 
tity of  articles  which  are  and  will  be  forwarded  for 
exhibition." 

CONGRESSIONAL    NOTICE    OF    THE    FAIR. 

The  subject  was  adverted  to  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives on  the  26tli  of  May,  and  is  thus 
alluded  to  by  the  Washington  correspondent  of  the 
United  States  Gazette. 

Mr.  Payne,  while  the  house  in  committee  of  the 
whole  were  considering  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill, 
made  one  of  his  characteristic  attacks  upon  the  pro- 
tective system,  upon  the  manufacturers  of  the  north, 
and  upon  the  National  Fair.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  anything  was  to  be  done  with  the  revenue 
system  at  this  session?  He  believed  that  nine-tenths 
of  the  democracy  of  the  country  demanded  a  reform 
of  the  lariS".  A  bill  had  been  reported  six  weeks 
ago,  and  it  still  slept  upon  the  clerk's  table  in  the 
deep  silence  of  the  tomb.  He  hoped  congress  would 
yet  be  aroused  to  action  upon  this  subject.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  resolutions  of  the    Baltimore  Conven- 


:   , 7,.,     ^,      ^    ,  ^    ,,  u   .1,  .    u       I  leriea  to  ine  resolutions   oi  me    oauiiiiorc  i^unrcu 

and  thus  to  establish   the  fact  to  the  world,  that   they    ^.^^^  ^^  j^^^  3^,,j^^(   .j,,,,  ^gn^j    ^^^^   all  who  ap 

.stand  in  no  need  of  what  they  call  protection,  but ,  p^^^^^  ,he  doings  of  that  convention  to  redeem  their 
which,  in  other  words,  means  no  more  than  the  |  p|j.|jggg  ^^,^,g^  i|,gy  co^^e  jg  ^gi  upon  that  bill.  The 
privilege  of  taxing  the  great  mass  of  their  fellow- i  democratic  party  he  insisted,  had  pledged  Itself  at 
citizens  in  oi-der  to  enrich  themselves.  The  privilege  j  the  Baltimore  Convention  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff, 
of  dividing  profits  at  the  rate  of  from  20  to  100  per  [  and  he  had  travelled  in  various  states  of  the  Union 
cent  on  their  capital  stock  each  year,  througli  the  aid  ,  since  that  convention  was  held,  and  he  had  found 
of  an  unjust  Tariff— a  system  of  legislative  robbery— I  the  democracy  unanimous  in  demanding  a  reform  in 
cannot  be  surrendered  without  a  great  effort.  Money  the  tariff.  He  hoped  llie  lohigs  would  co-operate  m 
wall  be  poured  out  like  water  to  prevent  it.  The  I  Jhis  great  duty  to  the.r  country  that  they  would  look 
mapufac  urerscan  not  only  afford  to  pension  Senators     °  the  interests  of  their  Pf^teriy   [that  they  certain- 


to  act  in  Congress  as  their  agents  ai^d    attorneys;  but 

they  can  spend  profitably  #100,000  in  getting  up    a  |  ^^'jj™jjjg'",p'jj^g^ 

great  fair,  to  operate  upon  the  representatives  of  the 

people.     All  this  is  nothing,  in  comparison    with  the 

immense    privilege  of   pillaging   their    countrymen, 

which  they  have  at  slake. 

My  opinion  is,  that  the  effect  of  this  great  demon- 
stration of  the  chiefs  of  the  spinners  and  weavers  of 
the 
in  the 
designed  to  affect. 


ly  will,]  and  would  sacrifice  all  parly  feelings  to  the 
permanent  prosperity  of  their  children.  A  very  rea- 
sonable request  and  hope,  certainly,  and  one  that 
will  be  complied  with  to  the  letter.  It  is  the  great 
and  paramount  object  of  the  whigs  lo  promote  the 
permanent  prosperity  of  ihe  country,  and  of  course 
their  posterity,  and  thej  have  been  striving  to  do  so 
for  more  than  twenty  years  past,  and  lo  counteract 
the  desUuclive  notions  and  acts  of  such  men  as  Mr. 


:  North  will  be  only  to  excite  scorn  and  contempt ,  Payne,  and  the  politicians  of  his  school,  and,  thank 

the  bosoms  of  members  of  Congress,  whom  it  i^i^°'^^'"'\.^l"'^  ^T\!'L'',   "^i^'m"?   '""%  .  h  r.fnl'" 

,         „  o       I  Payne  did  not  doubt  that  all   that  avarice  and  cupi- 

iigned  to  atlect.  ^      ,,0^..,  •,  „  dity  could  invent  would  be  attempted  to  prevent  this 

During  the  bank  panic  of  l&o4,  the  myrmidons  of ,  ,,^/^u_  ,^^g  ^         ,  ^f  ^^^^  (^^jjp^    Wlllionaries  would 

federalism  threatened  to  march  an  army  of  ten  thou-  j  ^^^^^  together  lo  effect  Ihis  object.     A  fair  had  been 

sand  men  to  this  city  to  encamp  on  Capitol  Hill  until  |  gotten  up,  he  said,  in  this  city,  and  free   tickets  had 

Congress   restored   the   deposiles.     We  are  now    to    been  presented  to  members  of  congress,  with  a  view 


have  an  army  of  gentlemen  manufaclurei-s,  (not  tl 
"operative")  to  beleaguer  Congress,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  modification  of  the  taritt',  and,  I  trust  and  believe, 
with  a  similar  result. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  suggest  that  the  merchants 
of  the  country  would  do  well  to  attend  this   fair,  aud 


to  warp  their  judgments,  and  Ibus  control  the  legis- 
lalion  of  the  house.  The  ohjeol  was  to  induce  con- 
gress to  keep  up  the  protective  policy. 

Mr.   P.  spoke   of  the   building   which   had    been 
erected  for  the  fair,  500  feel   long  and  GO  wide,  and 


purchase  their  supplies,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  the  samples  seemed  lo  think  there  was  a  cat  in  this  meal  tub— 
to  be  thtre  exhibited.  If  the  manufacturers  refuse  to  something  which  looked  very  like  a  cat.  'rhere  was 
fill  lai-ge  orders  at  such  prices,  they  will  only  show  ;  sonielhmg  about  U  he  could  not  understand-and  in 
to  the  world  that  they  have  come  hove  for  the  purpose  I '  '^l  there  was  no  mjslery;  tliero  is  a  great  d.a 
v.,  .^'l''      .,,  .     £,,  1  1        about  it  which  he  CBUDOl  coraprehenil.     He  did  not 

of  deception.     If  tbey  will  agree  to   fill  large  orders  ,  j^^,;^^^  „,^,  ,,.^^  j^,,^,  ^.„,^  ,^,^      .^^,_  ^„j  -f  ^^ 

at  those  prices,  they  will  only    prove  tha     they   need  :  j.j^  ^^,|,j,  ^|-j   ,1,^^^    manufacturers   want  high  duties 
no  protection.      On  one  of  the  horns  of  tlie  dilemma    for?     He  could  not    believe    that   men   could   gather 

together  from  all  quarters  at  such  an  expense,  for 
the  sake  of  lowering  llie  prices  of  their  goods!  This 
was  the  cal  111  Ihe  meal  tub  to  him.  He  did  not  smell 
a  rat,  bul  he  thought  he  saw  a  cat. 

Mr.  Seabo>-n  Jonia  said  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  were  desirous  to  bring  forward  the  tanlf  sub- 
ject; bul  could  not  until  the  appropriation  bills 
were  disposed  of.     It  is  not  their  intention,  it  would 


*Is  not  the  argument  in  fivor  of  reducing  tlie  duties 
just  as  cllectuiilly  removed?  If  protecting  American 
indusirj'  lor  a  tiine,  enables  the  American  niaiiufaclurer 
to  bring  10  market  11  cheaper  urlielo  than  his  Ibreliju 
competitor  can  produce  ol  llie  same  qualuy,  is  not  nil 
motive  for  n  change  removed?— can  there  be  uiiy  e.\cuse 
lor  eendinyclscwicrc  for  that  which  our  own  workmen 
can  produce  as  cheap  and  of  as  good  quality?— Kd.  Reg. 
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jciMTi  from  this,  to  take  up  the  larifT  immediately; 
niii  until  the  other  appropriation  bills  are  acted  on 
and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Collamer,  of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Stewart  of 
Pa.,  took  occasion  to  day  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Payne,  ftlr.  Collamer  said  he  did  not  know 
whether  a  debate  would  be  allowed  by  the  majority, 
upon  the  larifi'or  not,  but  if  it  were  not,  it  would  be 
because  they  dare  not  meet  the  fi  lends  of  the  pro- 
tection in  the  open  field  of  fair  argument. 

Mr.  Slcmart  poured  a  broadside  of  hot  shot  into 
Mr.  Payne.  He  told  him  that  the  exhibition  of  Ame- 
rican fabrics  was  ridiculed  because  the  fabrics  were 
.Imeiicaii  and  not  British.  That  had  they  been  i?ri 
tish  fabrics  they  would  have  been  extolled  by  the 
free  traders  to  the  skies.  That  a  British  agent  could 
come  here  and  occupy  one  of  the  committee  rooms 
in  the  capilol,  to  exhibit  British  manufactures,  and 
it  was  all  rig;ht;  members  rushed  into  the  roo:n  to 
see  how  much  cheaper  and  better  British  goods  were 
than  American.  There  was  no  ridicule  there,  no, 
it  was  all  ri3;ht,  it  was  an  argninent  in  favor  of  the 
reduction  of  the  tariH';  but  when  American  manu- 
facturers, whose  fabrics  had  been  misrepresented, 
undertook  to  show  the  world  what  they  had  done 
and  were  doing  under  the  fostering  protection  of  the 
tariff  of  '42;  when  they  presented  their  nianul'ac- 
tures  here  to  show  that  they  were  not  only  better 
than  the  British  manufactures,  but  cheaper,  why  it 
was  all  a  humbug!  These  men  cannot  bear  to  see 
Americans  going  ahead — their  patriotism,  is  more 
comprehensive,  and  looks  to  Brilisli  interests — they 
would  rather  see  all  our  goods  iinp.irted  and  our- 
aelres  dependent  upon  foreigners  for  necessaries  and 
comforts  of  life.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  at  the  fair  this 
morning,  that  eye  sore  of  the  free  trade  men,  ^nd 
saw  some  seven  or  eight  hundred  children,  the  sclio 
lars  of  the  free  schools  of  this  city.  These  were 
.American,  but  he  supposed  the  free  traders  would 
much  prefer  to  import  our  children  also.  [A  great 
iaugh.] 

The  Baltimore  i^merican,  remarked  that: — "The 
grand  display  of  the  products  of  American  industry 
now  exhibited  at  Washington,  seems  to  givegreat  an- 
noyance to  some  whose  democratic  predilections  in 
favour  of  British  goods  have  become  embodied  in  the 
form  of  a  political  principle.  The  first  announcement 
of  the  design  of  the  Kair  caused  an  uneasy  agitation 
among  this  class  of  devotees,  and  alarmed  the  British 
emissary  who,  with  samples  in  hand,  represented  Man- 
chester and  Birmingham  in  the  American  Capitol. 

Every  step  in  the  preliminary  prcperations,  every  in- 
dication of  earnestness  and  public  interest,  manifested 
as  the  occasion  drew  near,  to  make  the  exhibition  wor- 
thy of  the  great  cause  of  American  industry,  gave  rise 
to  increased  apprehensions.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the 
actual  opening  of  the  Fair,  with  a  magnificence  be- 
coming its  character  and  objects  should  now  inspire 
positive  alarm. 

"A  correspondent  of  the  Union,  like  the  individual 
who  whistled  to  show  that  he  was  not  afraid,  under- 
takes a  jest  on  the  occasion  of  the  Fair — an  elaborate 
piece  of  facetiousness,  of  which  the  following  is  a  spe- 
cimen: 

"The  great  manufacturing  interest  in  the  great  nation 
of  the  United  States,  not  satisfied  with  all  the  monopo- 
lies it  has  hitherto  enjoyed,  has  at  last,  as  a  finishing 
stroke,  brought  itself  into  competition  with  the  mena- 
gerie, now  exhibiting  in  this  ciiy,  and  it  is  becoming  a 
question  at  every  corner,  which  will  eventually  keep 
the  field.  At  the  outsetof  the  contest,  bets  were  two 
to  one  in  favor  of  the  menagerie,  but  since  the  lordly 
manufacturers  have  brought  down  the  price  of  their 
tickets  of  admission  to  the  great  National  Fair  to  12  1-2 
cts  (!!!)  the  odds  are  taken  off,  and  wagers  now,  when 
taken  at  all,  are  in  favor  of  the  knights  of  the  spindle 
especially  so  far  as  the  collection  of  numbers  is  con- 
cerned, it  being  sagely  concluded  that  many  of  the  lit- 
tle 'uns,  who  in  tliis  matter  are  each  to  count  one,  will 
have  a  'levy  when  they  can't  raise  a  quarter." 

The  humour  of  this  is  too  exquisite  to  last  long;  and 
accordingly  the  witty  joker  soon  degenerates  into  the 
abusive  lampooner,  who  talks  of  "loom  nobility," — 
"humbugging  the  people's  representatives"— selling  "a 
good  article  at  a  losing  price',  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
ceiving"— and  other  such  phrases  common  to  the  voca- 
bulary of  such  adepts.  An  inspection  of  the  various 
products  of  domestic  labor  now  collected  at  Washing- 
ton, from  the  fabrics  of  the  extensive  manufacturer  to 
the  workmanship  of  the  solitary  artizan  in  his  shop, 
would  be  calculated,  so  one  would  think,  to  inspire  re- 
spect and  admiration  in  the  bosom  of  every  beholder 
capable  of  such  feelings  in  the  sight  of  things  worthy 
to  inspire  them." 


Another  correspondent  of  the  Union,"  designates 
this  beautiful  pavilion,  filled  with  every  species  of 
Agricultural  implements  and  the  productions  of  every 
branch  of  American  mechanical  industry  and  skill,— 
"the  clapboai'd  A'ciri/wrii  Cotton  House" 

The  New  York  Evening  Post,  the  leaJins  "free  tr.idc' ' 
I  Journal  of  that  city,  introduces  a  leading  editorial  thus:  — 
I  "The  MANtiFAcruKERs' Fair  at  WAsniMoTov. — Bui 
for  the  interesting evcnls  on  the  Ti'.«an  Irontier,  theorem 
[  Manurnciiirers'  Fair  now  holdinjj  at  Wasliin^ton  would, 
we  have  little  doubl,  lie  die  nviin  topic  of  the  news- 
j  papers,  li  is  Rot  up  with  an  onenial  inaiiiiilicerice  such 
I  as  never  attended  any  pui'lic  exhibition  of  tile  kind  in 
;  thi.'j  country.  The  u^'onts  and  treasures  of  the  greai 
factories  owned  by  couibiua  ions  of  powerful  capitalist.s, 
the  arisiocracy  of  iho  country,  have  lavished  upon  it  on 
expense  which  well  sustains  the  reputaiion  of  iho  prince- 
ly revenues  shared,  once  in  si.x  moiiihs.  among  ilieir 
principals.  Men  and  women  tl-.rc.iug  to  il  in  crowds  as 
they  ilirong  in  Paris  to  the  epcciacles  of  the  direo  days, 
ami  pay  iheir  money  for  the  privilege  of  sqiiceziiigtliroui^h 
ilie  thronjed  passages  between  the  couniers  on  which 
the  fabrics  are  exposed.  The  object  of  this  fair  is  to 
persu.idu  ttie  members  of  Congress  not  to  vote  for  a  re- 
duction of  the  present  torifl'.  It  would  not  surprise  us, 
however,  if  the  members  were  to  draw  from  it  a  different 
lessen  from  what  is  expected  of  ihem. 

"A  correspondent  uf  the  Washington  Union,  speaking 
of  ilie  flannels  from  the  Virginia  VVooilen  Company,  at 
Richmoiid,  as  cheaper  than  any  oiher  exhibiiea  at  the 
fair,  remarks  that  the  agent,  Mr-  Jones,  considers  the 
duly  in  the  tariflf  lately  prepared  by  the  Coniminee  of 
Ways  and  Means  as  amply  sufficient  for  the  success  of 
his  company.  He  notices  fabrics  from  several  small 
factories  in  Virginia  and  IVlarylatid  ;  brown  cottons  from 
the  Laurel  Factory  in  Maryland,  and  cotton  shirtings 
made  by  Gambrill,  Carroll  &.  Co.,  of  the  same  s'a'e, 
eiieaper  and  more  perfect  in  texture  than  lliose  woven 
in  the  Inonis  of  the  large  incorporation  at  the  east. 
'Our  Washington  correspondent  mentions  that  Colonel 
Pratt,  of  Pratlsville,  who  has  sent  some  fine  specimens 
of  leather  to  the  fail,  says  that  with  attention  and  in- 
dustry his  manufacture  would  succeed  without  protec- 
tion. It  is  precisely  so  with  the  cotton  and  wocijlen 
manufactures-  Aileniion  and  industry  are  required, and 
who  is  there  that  has  a  riglil  to  ask  to  be  dispensed  from 
the  necessity  of  attention  and  industry?  Protection  atici 
prohibitory  duties  are  hut  premiums  on  American  idle- 
ness, instead  of  encouragements  to  American  ind  iso-y. 
"If  yoo  would  spoil  a  young  man  let  him  bcijin  the 
world  ivith  a  fortune.  Il  you  would  make  a  ushCliI  and 
thriving  man  of  liiin,  if  you  would  ensure  laborious 
habits  and  the  diligent  culiivaiion  iind  hiithest  exercise 
of  his  talents,  let  him  begin  the  worid  with  nothing.  Let 
him  scramble  for  himself,  and  make  hia  own  way  to 
fortune 

"It  is  precisely  so  with  manufacturing  pursuits.  This 
"fostering  of  our  infant  nianulaciures,"  a«  the  prohibition- 
ists call  it  in  their  cant,  this  favoring  and  pampering  the 
capitalists)  who  choose  to  make  cotton  or  woollen  cloths, 
is  the  very  worst  policy  for  a  nation  vihich  desires  the 
perfection  of  its  manufactures.  It  is  allowing  the  young 
fellow  to  set  out  in  lite  with  an  eataje-  It  spoils  him  hv 
exempting  hi  n  from  that  attention  and  industry  to  which 
il  is  best  tl'.at  all  men  should  be  held.  The  true  poliey 
is  to  thrust  our  manufactures  into  the  open  field  of  com- 
petition with  all  the  world." 

Now  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  perceive,  there  are 
precious  few  of  either  our  manufactures  or  manufacturers 
that  have  "started  out  in  life  with  an  estate-''  Another 
and  an  opposi'e  picture  would  be  (ar  truer  to  the  life.  Most, 
we  might  almost  say  all  of  our  manufacturers  start  out 
deslitiiie  of  any  other  copital  than  that  of  their  ingenuity, 
industry,  and  perseverance.  Instead  of  having  been 
pampered  and  spoiled,  they  that  have  succeeded,  have 
done  it  through  toil  incessant.  And  what  is  their  reward 
for  the  prosperity  which  they  may  have  won,  and  for  the 
cncouragrement  which  their  example  and  their  means 
have  diffused  to  the  communities  around  them? — what 
encouragement,  what  countenance  is  afforded  them  by 
their  lellow  citizens  of  the  "free-trade"  school?  Why 
absolutely  it  would  seen  as  if  nothing  in  nature  was  so 
horrible  to  the  vision  of  these  men,  as  a  successful,  and 
therefore  u>caZ/Ay  manufacturer  j  provided  always,  ihalhe 
be  a  manufacturer  on  this  side  of  ihe  Atlantic — for,  how- 
ever 81  range  it  ma>'  seem,  yet  the  fact  is,  that  these  same 
men  have  no  aversion,  whatever — no  fears  of — no  dis- 
like to, even  a  millionaire  manufacturer,  if  his  establish- 
ment he  situated  be>ond  our  own  borders.  Your  "free 
trade''  partizan  has  a  keen  eye  to  discriminate  between 
the  foreign  nabob  the  produci  of  whose  looms  and 
shops  must  necessarily  pass  through  the  hands  of  the 
foreign  factor,  and  him  whose  workshops  being  in  our 
own  vicinity,  requires  no  such  qualifying  process.  The 
one  is  all  that  is  evil — is  death  and  destruction  to  every 
interest,  at  least  to  his  interest;  the  other,  why  a  success- 
ful/orei'gn  manufacturer,  or /orcign  capitalist,  ox  foreign 
(orrfs  of  the  loom,  or  EARL  of  the  tilt-hammer,  is  by  no 
m«ans  to  be  dreaded;  what  apprehcrision  is   ever  ex- 


pressed of  them  by  the  opponents  of  an  American  TarifTf 
Oh,  these  are  quite  a  different  concern.  Why  should  w« 
fear  them?  "Free  trade''  washes  out  all  objections  to 
them.  They,  io  be  sure,  ought  to  be  encouraged,  court- 
ed—our  onerous 'black  nrilP' should  be  taken  out  of  theit 
way  forihwiih.  Let  us  olfer  them  every  inducement  to 
send  the  products  of  their  operatives,  and  of  theit 
tremendous  establishments,  Io  compete  with  our  rough 
hewn,  .single  handed  and  toiling  workman. 

But  what  a  different  picture  would  almost  every  man  irt 
our  community  draw  from  his  own  observation.if  not  from 
his  own  experience,  fresh  from  recollections  loo  well 
filled  from  real  life.  Which  of  us  cannot,  name  the  men 
and  point  to  evidences  of  their  honest  effbits,  who  hava 
year  after  year,  nay  for  a  whole  life  time  struggled  on 
with  ardent  hopes  of  succeeding  in  their  enlerprizeSibut 
who  in  spile  of  frugaliiy,  industry,  and  perseverance, 
have  been  kept  miserably  poor  for  want  of  a  fair  ehara 
of  encouragement  in  their  own  market,  and  from  theit 
own  kin,  and  neighbors?  Is  this  you  "starting  out  in 
life  wiih  an  estate?"  .Ave,  just  such  an  estate  as  your 
"free  trade"  doctrines  have  entailed  upon /iiffi  and  hit. 

Some  foreign  pedler  of  far  inferior  articles  it  may  bff, 
has  been  courted  and  encouraged  and  patronized,  at 
his  expense.  Foreign  operatives  starving  under  heavy 
exactions  and  deprivations,  send  a  cheaper  commodity, 
undersell  our  mechanics,  and  starve  them  and  their 
families  down  to  their  own  condition. 

And  this,  at  last,  is  the  true  question  at  issue;  whether 
our  mannfactnrers,  mechanics,  and  laborers,  shall,  for 
all  future  time,  be  brought  to  compete  with  the  haIf■^ 
starved,  double  tasked,  and  down-trodden  operatives  of 
Europe,  rather  than  by  a  generous  encouragement  and 
protection  enable  them  to  obtain  a  fair  start  in  the  raca 
of  compeiition. 

What  occupation,  what  business  in  life  is  there  that 
docs  not,  at  first  starting,  require  countenance  and  en- 
couragement? How  manythousands  for wanlof  such 
cou.Tienaticc,  are  kept  v;retelicd  and  poverly-stricken 
through  weary  years,  exiiausling  all  the  ardour  of  youth, 
all  ihe  energies  of  manhood,  until  grey  hairs  find  thorn 
poorer  than  when  ihey  cinnmenced  the  struggle  of  life? 
And  these  men  are  now  to  be  taui}ted  by  the  advocateg 
of  foreign  iitere-ts  wnh  tiie  bitter  sarcasm  of  "having 
started  in  life  with  an  estate?"  not  of  fijnds,  or  of  possei- 
sions,  but  of  protection,  under  Ihe  laws  of  their  own 
country? 

These  are  the  men  that  are  now  called  upon  Io  lacrifict 
what  little  of  protection  the  last  three  years  have  extended 
to  them,  and  under  which  they  had  begun  to  feel  tha 
first  rny  of  the  sunshine  of  prosperity?— £d.  Nati  Reg. 

The  Balthmore  Patriot  remarked: — "Thestreams 
of  visitors  to  the  great  National  Fair  continue  to  pour 
into  Washington  in  undiminished  numbers.  The 
spectacle  which  this  glorious  array  of  the  skill,  in- 
dustry and  ingenuity  of  our  countrj-men  presents  is 
indeed  one  of  which  the  Nation  has  just  reason  to  be 
proud;  and  it  is  not  wonderful,  therefore,  that  each 
successive  day  in  Washington  witnesses  the  presence 
of  crowds  of  new  faces — of  both  sexes  and  all  con- 
ditions— examining  with  eager  interest  and  patriotic 
pride  the  iimumemble  variety  of  objects  that  have 
been  concentrated  in  this  vast  exhibition.  All  who 
go  to  the  Fair  are,  of  course,  under  the  influence  of 
high  anticipations,  and  yet  none  come  away  without 
being  highly  gratified  arid,  in  many  cases,  truly  sur- 
prised,  at  these  proud  evidences  of  the  advanced 
condition  of  the  industrial  arts  under  that  system 
which  recognises  as  a  measure  of  sound  policy,  true 
wisdom  and  bounden  duty,  the  protection  of  home 
industry.  We  ourselves  ha\c  had  the  pleasure  of  a 
somewhat  critical  examination  of  the  various  items  of 
which  the  Fair  is  made  up,  hut  not  having  had  tha 
convenient  opportunity  of  "taking  notes,"  we  prefec 
to  omit  the  mention  of  details  rather  than  nin  the 
chance  of  doing  apparent  injustice  to  contributors 
whose  names  and  works  might  not  be  recollected.— 
All   the  great  and  leading  elements  which   foiTiish 

occupation   to  the  industry   of  the  country cotton, 

wool,  iron,  leather,  &c.  &c.  are  here  displayed  in  the 
innumerable  forms  and  combinations  which  labor  and 
skill,  operated  by  aggregate  capital  or  individual 
enterprise,  have  produced.  The  cotton,  woollen  and 
worsted  goods  give  evidence  of  the  most  striking  im- 
provement  in  the  styles  and  qualities,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  prices  of  them  show  a  cheapness  of  cost 
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to  the  consumer  so  moderate  as  to  satisfy  the  most 
exacting.  Long  lists  of  other  articles,  less  prominent 
in  importance  when  taken  singly,  yet  as  a  whole  con- 
tributing largely  to  the  supply  of  the  demands  made 
for  purposes  of  utility,  comfort  and  luxury,  are  also 
to  be  seen  in  great  variety,  excellence,  taste  and 
beauty.  We  are  proud  to  say  that  Baltimore  occupies 
a  prominent  place  at  the  Fair,  both  on  account  of  the 
number  and  variety  of  specimens  exhibited,  and  the 
masterly  style  of  their  manufacture  and  finish.  The 
excellence  and  eleganc?  of  our  city's  contribution  of 
industrial  products  are  spoken  of  by  most  visiters,  and 
have  deservedly  placed  her  manufacturers  and  artizans 
in  an  elevated  position." 

Fancy  Laces. — Mr.  Joseph 
Weed,  manufacturer  of  fancy  laces,  Ncapolilnn  and 
Pamela  braids  for  bonnets, from  Kensini^ton.Phiiadflpliia, 
yesterdny  presented  Mrs.  Pulk,  the  President's  lady,  a 
beautiful  bnnnel,  made  of  gloss  and  silk,  of  which  there 
are  several  others  like  it  exhibited  at  the  manufacturers' 
fair,  now  open  at  Washington.  Mr.  Weed  was  in- 
troduced to  Mrs.  Polk,  at  the  President's  mansion,  by 
Mr.  Charles  J.  Ingersiill,  representative  of  Kensington, 
and  presented  her  this  eleoant  specimen  of  the  fine  arts, 
which  was  most  courteously  accepted.  Nothing  can 
surpass  the  brilliant  whiteness,  smoothness,  and  lustre 
of  this  wonderful  imitation  of  the  finest  muslin  or  cam- 
bric.—  IVashington  Union, 

Virginia  Broadmeadow  Steel. — We  are  inforined 
that  the  Hroadmeadow  Steel  Company,  of  this  ciiy,  iiave 
forwarded  very  fine  sainples  of  the  steel  made  at  its 
works,  to  the  great  National  Fair,  now  in  progress  at 
Washington;  and  also  a  parcel  of  beaulil'ul  tools,  manu- 
factured of  its  sieel,  similar  to  those  exhibited  some  time 
since  at  the  Fair  at  Richmond.  These  tools,  the  iron 
and  steel,  and  the  iron  of  which  the  stepl  was  made,  are 
all  of  Virginia  manufacture;  thusexhibiting,  in  a  manner 
which  would  do  credit  to  any  of  the  older  na  ions  of 
Europe,  the  results  of  our  own  enterprise,  from  the 
raising  of  the  native  ore  to  the  last  touches  of  the  polish- 
ing wheel.  And,  what  is  not  less  crclitable  to  the  man- 
ufacturers than  interesting  to  the  whole  country,  is  tlie 
fact  that  this  steel  has  borne  the  severest  tests,  by  tlie 
best  workmen  in  the  ciiy,  {with  all  their  prejudices 
against  it  as  a  new  article,)  and  it  has  been  pronounced 
equal  to  that  imported  from  atiroad.  Such  a  result  ought 
to  be  most  gratifying  to  every  American,  particularly  ai 
a  time  when  we  know  not  at  what  moment  the  sword 
may  be  unsheathed  against  us  by  the  nation  on  which 
we  are  most  dependent  for  st  valuable  an  article.  The 
Company,  we  are  pleased  to  learn,  has  completed  most 
ot  Its  works,  machinery,  &c.,  fir  doing  a  large,  and  we 
hope  a  profitable,  business.  It  is  piejiaring  to  put  its 
gteel  in  market,  which  it  can  do  under  certificates  of  tlie 
most  flattering  character. — Richmond  Whig. 

The  A?nerican  Sentinel,  one  of  the  warmest  of  the 
Philadelphia  Adminiairation  Journals,  had  the  following 
leaciing  editorial. 

The  Mammoth  Fair,  WASHiNoroN — The  great  Fair 
at  Washington,  is  a  theme  of  general  approbation.  It 
will  cast  a  Iii;ht  upon  home  industry,  at  the  very  p  lint, 
where  the  light  ought  to  beam  with  most  power.  Many 
years  have  elapsed  since  our  fathers  declared  ihat  they 
ought  not  only  lobe  Independent  in  name  but  In  reality. 
We  have  seen  it  mentioned,  in  some  of  the  papers,  with 
a  note  of  admiration, tliat  specimens  of  American  manu- 
factures will  be  brought  to  the  Fair,  for  exliihiiion  from 
olil  Virginia.  This  seems  to  excite  the  especial  wonder 
of  some,  but  It  ought  to  be  borne  in  inind,  that  tfie  electors 
of  President  in  Virginia  many  years  ago  after  having 
voted  for  Thomas  Jefferson  as  Chief  Magistra'e,  at  a 
public  dinner  drank  some  of  the  most  tlecided  toasts  in 
favor  of  home  industry  that  are  to  be  found  any  where 
upon  record.  During  that  era  of  exelieinent  in  favor  of 
domestic  indusiry,  a  troop  of  horse  paraded  on  the  4ih  of 
July,  in  Petersburg,  Va.  clad  in  uniform  of  American 
manufacture.  We  might  give  far  more  details,  as  to 
Southern  anxiety  then,  upon  the  prosperity  of  our  d  >- 
mesilc  nrticles,  but  weforbe  ir.  At  some  other  time,  we 
may  take  that  suljject  up.  We  would  simply  remark, 
that  congress  then  did  not  hesitate  to  put  a  duty  on 
Foreign  Coal  to  protect  tlie  Virginia  mines,  which  slill 
exist.  But  to  return.  The  F.nr,  we  hope,  will  b.j  well 
supplied,  with  articles  from  tlie  East,  West,  North,  and 
South.  It  will  exhibit,  what  our  manufacturers  will  be 
able  to  do  for  our  country  m  the  event  of  war.  We  shall 
see  to  what  a  high  state  we  have  arrived  in  making 
every  Ihiuf  caseniial  to  the  comfort  of  human  existence. 

The  Fair,"  will  spread  before  the  nation  the  march  of 
tnind.  It  wilhinprint  upon  llie  memories  ot  those  who 
shall  sec  our  liandiwork,  to  what  a  high  destiny  we 
are  approaching,  that  wlien  our  hundred  millions  shall 
cover  uur  land,  lhat  we  will  bo  a  great  world  within 
ouraelves,  and  Ihat  we  will  be  the  great  con- umers  of  the 
cotton  ol  this  country.  The  day  is  not  fur  off,  wtien  the 
stoles,  will  be  Iwuud  by  etronecr  ties  than  we  fee  draw- 
ing u«  togothKr  at  this  lime.  Ills  yearly  advancing— 
The  staw  of  this  immense  empire,  will  then  look  to  each 
oiher.iis  their  own  and  bpai  customers,  "i'he  Fair" 
shoul.l  bo  well  iitiondetl,  by  all  „hu  j,|ory  in  the  pros- 
peniyofour  Repijblic.  The  ludiee  should  lend  their 
approval  10  this  splem  i.l  oxliibinon  ol  American  talents. 
■Ihegreai  di.-<|.l;iy  will  doubili.^s  aaiound  some  of  the 
best  Irieiids  of  the  torill.  It  will  open  up  volumes  In  the 
history  of  home  industry,  that  have  never  been  seen 
bslore    It  will  shew  what  American  genius  can  achieve 


and  settle  one  great  question  forever,  that  men  who  have 
dtme  BO  much  by  the  fostering  care  of  the  government, 
deserve  the  hearty  and  abiding  thanks  of  ilie  whole 
American  nation.  Every  American  citizen  who  shall 
closely  inspect  the  wonderful  display  that  will  meet  his 
eyes  at  the  great  exhibition,  may  well  be  proud  of  his 
country  and  the  mighty  genius  of  our  people  " 

The  following  is  the  concluding  notice  taken  of 
the  exhibition  by  the  MitimuU  Intelligencer. 

"This  gratifying  and  important  national  exhibition 
is  over,  so  far  as  the  mere  exhibition  extends.  But 
its  effects  upon  the  forty  tiiousand  (probably,  fifty 
thousand)  persons  who  have  visited  it  are  yet  to  be 
developed.  These  effects  cannot  but  be  permanent; 
we  have  no  right  to  suppose  that  they  will  not  be 
also  eminently  salutary,  and  productive  'of  lasting 
good  to  the  cause  of  domectic  industry  and  ingenuity; 
the  all-important  interest  of  Home  Manufactures. 

In  this  National  exhibition,  New  E^fGLAND  has,  as 
might  liave  been  expected,  held  the  first  place.  Slie 
has  nobly  come  up  to  the  work,  and  established  the 
cause  of  American  manufactures  upon  the  firmest 
basis.  New  York  has  not  been  so  prominent  in  the 
business  as  we  have  hoped  and  expected  she  would 
have  been.  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  have 
gallantly  assisted  the  exhibition,  and  Delaivare  has 
done  more  than  her  proportion.  We  are  proud  of 
the  position  which  our  neighbors  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia  occupy  in  tliis  National  assemblage  of 
National  productions.  Maryland,  we  were  aware, 
was  heart  and  hand  in  the  work;  we  knew  of  her 
noble  establishments  at  the  Laurel  Factory,  in  St. 
Mary's  county,  on  the  Patapsco,  round  Baltimore, 
and  generally  throughout  the  State,  and  expected 
much  from  her;  yet  she  has  exceeded  our  expectation. 
But  we  were  not  prepared  lor  such  a  display,  so  ex- 
cellent in  quality,  so  moderate  in  price,  and  so  various 
in  description,  as  Virginia  has  exhibited.  All  hail 
to  the  Ancient  Dominion!  We  will  no  longer  allow 
her  to  be  classed  by  our  opponents  as  an  im/i-rnanu- 
facturing  State.  Her  offerings  to  this  National  ex- 
hibition have  silenced  that  slander!  The  manufac- 
turing spirit  has  also  extended  to  the  cotton-growing 
States  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia;  and  what 
can  be  so  well  adapted  to  the  development  of  the 
energies  of  these  patriotic  States  as  the  creation  of  a 
home  market  for  the  consumption  of  their  staple 
productions.'  As  American  citizens,  knowing  no 
distinction  between  East  and  West,  and  North  and 
South,  but  feeling  convinced  that  the  interest  of  the 
xohole  is  most  closely  connected  with  the  subject  of 
Domestic  Industry;  we  rejoice  in  this  Fair  as  having 
afforded  the  most  gratifying  testimony  that  a  common 
ground  is  about  to  be  established,  on  which  those 
who  have  hitherto  differed  in  opinion  may  have  their 
honest  difficulties  solved,  by  the  substitution  of  facts 
for  figures,  and  plain  straightforward  demonstrations, 
palpable  to  the  senses,  for  the  mysteries  of  political 
economists  and  the  speculations  of  closest  politicians. 
But  we  have  a  grateful  work  before  us, which,  though 
tardy  in  our  attention  to  it,  we  assure  our  readers  is  a 
labor  of  love;  and  gladly  should  we  devote  our  time 
and  our  columns  to  any  extension  of  the  subject  which 
our  correspondents  might  desire,  if  other  most  impor- 
tant parts  of  the  great  National  drama  of  the  day  did 
not  require  our  attention  and  our  space." 


the  exhibition. 

The  space  we  have  taken  in  order  to  show  what 
has  been  saiJ  of  the  National  Fair,  abridges  lhat 
which  otherwise  would  have  been  appropriated  to 
something  like  a  detailed  description  of  what  was 
tliere  exhibileil,  with  which  design  we  first  com- 
menced this  article.  The  former  was  readier  to  our 
hand,  and  perhaps  equally  useful  as  a  record  for  fu- 
ture reference.  The  latter  is  an  interminable  as- 
sortment, to  describe  which  would  require  volumns, 
instead  of  a  few  pages.  For  two  weeks  the  co- 
lumns of  the  daily  journals  have  been  occupied  in 
the  detail,  and,  and  yet  all  allow  that  their  Hals  are 
exceedingly  short  of  embracing  the  whole. 

We  shall  merely  refer  to  some  as  a  specimen  of 
the  rest.  Wc  resort  to  various  publications  of  the 
day,  of  course,  but  arc  more  frequently  indebted  to 
the  National  Intelligencer  than  to  any  other  of  the 
journals. 

Amongst  the  first  objects  to  attract  attention,  on 
entering  the  jjavillion,  was  a  complete  set  of  rose- 
wood furniture  for  a  bed  chamber,  as  a  specimen  of 
the  handiwork  of  Philadelphia  manufacturers.  The 
bed-stead  was  in  tlic  aiiliquc  gothic  style,  elaborately 
carved. 


household    furriture. 

The  grand  display  of  richly  ornamented  and  classi- 
cally-executed Household  Furniture,  immediately 
on  our  right  hand  on  entering  the  Fair,  imperatively 
attracted  oiu-  attention.  The  prmcipal  articles  form 
a  suit  of  bedroom  furniture,  in  rosewood  and  marble, 
from  the  manufactory  of  Crawford  Kiddle,  of  Phil- 
adelphia. It  consists  of  a  richly  carved  and  ornamen- 
ted bedstead,  valued  by  itself  at  $2,500;  two  bureaus, 
a  cheval  glass,  wardrobe,  washstand,  toilet  stand,  antl 
six  chairs,  all  in  the  richest  and  most  correct  Gothic 
style,  and  valued  together  at  $8,(X)0.  It  is  not  easy  to 
imagine  any  thing  more  costly  in  point  of  finish  than 
these  articles.*  There  are  other  articles  of  rich  furni- 
ture from  Mr.  Riddle's  manufactory.  JNIessrs.  J  &  A. 
CiiouT,  of  Philadelphia,  have  furnished  very  beautiful 
centre  tables,  manufactured  from  the  following  Ame- 
rican wood;  tulip,  poplar,  birdseye,  cherry,  American 
ash,  curl  wabiut,  and  maple  root.  Messrs.  Qcanton 
&  Lutz,  of  Philadelphia,  have  some  fine  specimens  of 
furnitureware  in  chairs,  chiflbniers,  &c.  Messrs. 
White,  of  Philadelphia,  have  contributed  a  vei-y  rich 
rocking-chair,  music-stool,  &c.  We  regard  all  these 
specimens  of  tlie  skill  and  taste  of  our  artisans  as  high- 
ly creditable  to  the  producers,  whilst  the  very  fact  of 
their  production  affords  prima  facia  evidence  of  a  de- 
mand for  them,  and  this  demand,  we  think,  this  exhi- 
bition cannot  fail  to  increase. 

•We  learn  from  Washington  papers  lhat  the  Right 
Hon.  Richard  Pakenha.m,  Minister  of  Queen  Victoria 
at  the  ciiy  of  Washiiigion,  has  purchased  this  splendid 
set  of  furniture,  ilie  price  of  which  was  SSOuO.  Letter 
writers  are  at  a  loss  to  decide  whether  the  Minister  in- 
tends to  present  ihis  specimen  of  American  workmanship 
to  Queen  Victoria,  or  whether  he  designs  ihem  to 
acccmiodnte  a  bride  of  his  own,  which  all  srem  to  agree 
tliat  he  ought  no  longer  to  postpone  obtaining. 

Woollen  manufactures.  The  display  made  by  our 
countrymen  in  this  impnriant  deparinient  of  manufac- 
tures, one  of  the  earlitst  toaiiraclihe  attention  of  the 
Br'tish  government,  and  by  lhat  government  fostered 
with  a  care  lhat  for  hundreds  of  years  has  never  slum- 
bered  for  a  moment,  was  truly  a  proud  trophy.  We 
gazed  upon  the  exhibit  with  a  heart  beating  high  with 
exulialion  at  such  evidences  of  achievement.  The  fa- 
brics of  the  loom  were  rich,  and  varied,  and  beautiful. 
Though  prepared  to  witness  improvements  in  this  de- 
parinient, ihe  variety,  and  number  of  articles,  and  their 
beauiy,  and  more  ihaii  all,  their  prices  did  surprise  us. 
We  can  give  but  a  faint  idea  by  type,— reader,  ima- 
gine an  assortment  front  each  of  the  following: 

Northampton  and  Webster's  woollens,  Massachusetts, 
S2  85  per  yard. 

The  Middlesex  and  Lowell  Woollen  Mills,  of  the 
same  saie,  clmh  SI  37|  to  SI  50  per  vard. 

East  Norwich  woollens  90  cts.  to  $1  per  yard. 

Poniusuck  cloth  S2  per  yard. 

The  Hamilton  Woollen  Company.Southbridge,  Mass. 

The  Denny  Manufacturing  Company,  Barre,  Mass. 

Northampton  Woollen  Company. 

The  New  England  Manufacturing  Company,  Ver- 
mont, Connecticut. 

W.  &  D  D.  Farnum,  Waierford.  Mass. 

Websier  Woollen  Ctmipany,  Webster,  Masp. 

C.  &.  J.  Diipont,  Wilmingion,  Del. 

Norihfield,  Massncliuseits,  cloths  at  $1  37  J. 

F.  Windsor,  woollens,  Connecticut,  $1  per  yard. 
Waterford  woollens,  Mass.  SI  50  per  yard. 

G.  Vern,  woollens  $12  iier  yard. 

Amesbury,  Mas.--,  woollens  30e.  to  S2  50  per  yard. 

II.  Hyde's  Falls  River,  Mass.,  woollens  So  to  80  cts. 
per  yard. 

Morrison's  woollen  goods,  Mass.  40  to  70  cts.  per  yd. 

Woollens  from  Troy.  N.  York  70  cts.  per  yard. 

Woollen  goods  from  Philadelphia  at  25  cts.  per  yard. 

Worsted  stuff  goods  for  summer  clothing,  a  fine  as- 
sortment fri  in  Aiidover,  Mass. 

Superior  flannels  from  do. 

Beauiihil  while  woollens,  of  American  wool,  from 
Richmond,  Virginia;  fine  and  cheap,  brilliant  red  flan- 
nels do. 

Do.  from  J.  Heern's  mnnnfactory,  Wnlerville,  V,'. 

White  and  colored  flannels  from  A.  &.  A.  Lawrence, 
Boston. 

Do.  from  A.  J.  Sawyer,  Dover,  New  Hampshire,  all 
of  American  wool. 

Bellerica,  Mass.,  woollens. 

Woollens  trom  Rochester,  N.  Hampshire. 

Do.  of  various  colors,  from  Concord,  N.  H. 

White  and  red  flannels  frtmi  Delaware  Co.,  Penn. 

A  great  variety  of  woollen  checks, some  of  fine  qual- 
ity and  good  design,  from  Salisbury,  Massachusetts, 
from  A.  Si.  A.  Laurence,  Boston,  trom  'J'.  U.  Dickia- 
son,  Philadelphia,  Gilbert  it  Co.,  Wan ,  .Alnss. 

Various  snniples  of  negro  cloth,  from  Parker  &  Co., 
Rochester,  N.  Hampshire,  from  Parker  &  Co  ,  Boston, 
and  from  Chelmslord,  .Mass. 

Samples  of  Georgia  plains,  from  Geo-  Schley,  of  Au- 
gusta, Georgia. 

Georgia  stripes,  or  India  goods,  from  do. 

Samples  of  woollen  manufactures  from  W.  P.  Elia- 
son,  of  Orange  court-house,  Virginia. 

Messrs.  Welhered,  of  Baliiniore  county,  Maryland, 
had  an  assortment  of  almost  every  variety  of  woollsn 
goods. 
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Large  piles  of  plaids  and  checks  from  Lowell,  Mass.; 
very  beautil'ul  fancy  cassimeres  from  Norwich,  Easi 
Windsor,  Vernon,  and  Soniers,  Conn.;  and  from  Ded- 
hani,  Waterford,  Templelon,  and  Fall  River,  Mass 

Fine  and  strong  woollen  cloths  fr-jni  CoveTitry,  Conn.; 
Troy  and  .'Albany,  and  from  S.  Harris,  N.  York;  from 
Morrison,  North  Adams,  .^mesburv,  U.thridge,  and 
Pmsfield,  Alas^.;  from  Providence,  Rhode  Island;  and 
Peterl)orous;li,  New  Hnnpshire;  fro.n  the  Coaquanock 
Factory,  Philadelphia;  ami  from  Walsh  &  L"amins;and 
W.  D.iHie,  of  thatciiv. 

D.  Blackmore,  of  North  Ad  ims,  and  W.  &,  D.  D. 
Farnum,  of  Amesburv,  Massachusetts,  exhibited  an  as 
sortment  of  very  fir.c  cloths. 

Beautiful  cassimeres  from  Waterford,  Massachusetts, 
and  Norwalk,  Conn.;  and  also  from  the  Crescent  Fac- 
tory, near  Philadelphia. 

Felt  beaver  and  felt  pilot  cloths,  made  without  either 
spinning  or  weavinj.  from  Norwalk,  Conn. 

Fine  woollen  cloths,  of  various  colors,  from  Wilming. 
ton,  Delaware;  Skaneailes,  D.'.vier,  and  Jefferson  coun- 
ty, N.  York;  Southbndge,  Pitistield,  Templeton.  Web- 
ster, Northampton,  Barre,  and  the  Middlese-t  Woollen 
Mills,  Lowell,  Mass.,  from  Oriska,  Oneida  county,  N. 
York,  made  of  wool  grown  in  that  county;  and  from 
Walden,  New  York;  from  Norlhfield,  Vermont,  and 
Hotchkiss  &-  Looniiss,  Conn.  Some  of  these  cloths  ap. 
pear  to  be  of  very  superior  te.\ture  and  finish. 

Mi.xed  cotton  and  woollen  cloths  from  Joseph  Ripka, 
Philadclphin.  and  J.  &,  R.  Weihered,  A.  Newman,  and 
W.  &  D.  Watt,  ol  Penn. 

Very  fine  specimens  of  blankets. 

Printers'  blankets  and  boiler  felting  from  Patterson, 
N-  Jersey. 

Printed  wool  scarfs  from  Taunton,  Mass. 

Table  covers  from  Frankford,  Penn. 

Excellent  woollen  iiose,  of  every  variety,  and  other 
goods  from  Germantown,  Penn. 

There  are  also  hne  samples  of  zephyr  worsted,  and 
worsted  and  woollen  knitting  yarn,  &.c.  from  Moses 
Hay,  Philadelphia.  This  we  are  qniie  aware  is  ar.  im 
perfect  li^t.  and  probably  incorrect  description  of  this 
fine  e.xhibition  of  American  woollen  manulacturos;  it 
may  serve,  however,  to  give  some  idea  of  the  extent  to 
which  they  have  been  carried. 

Among  the  cloths  I  should  notice  several  pieces  of 
drabs,  for  coach  linings,  and  such  as  are  usually  worn 
bv  Friends— of  fine  qualitv,  at  the  very  low  price  of 
81  75  to  SI  8~\  per  yard,  from  the  Pontoosuo  Woollen 
Company's  Mills,  Pltisfield,  Mass.  E.thibited  by  Wy- 
man,  Appleton  &  Co.,  agents,  Baltitnore. 

[to    be   COiN'TI.NUED.] 


STATE    OF    THE    FINANCES. 

MESSAGE 
Of  the  President  of  the  Uniled  Stales,  in  answer  to  a  re- 
solution of  the  senate  of  June  3,  1846,  calling  for  in' 
foritiQtion  relative  to  the  finances,  4'c. 
To  the  Senate  of  Uie  United  Stales: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  3d 
insi  ,  I  communicate  herewith  estimates  prepared  by  the 
war  and  navy  department,  of  the  probable  expenses  of 
conducting  the  existing  war  with  Mexico,  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  present  and  the  whole  of  the  next  fiscal 
year.  I  communicate,  also,  a  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  based  upon  these  estimates,  containinst  re- 
commendaiions  of  measures  for  raising  the  additfonal 
means  required.  It  is  probable  that  the  actual  expenses 
incurred  during  the  period  specified  may  fall  considera- 
bly below  the  estiina'es  submitted,  which  are  for  a  larger 
number  of  troops  iIkui  have  yet  been  called  to  the  field. 
As  a  precauiionary  measure,  however,  against  any  pos. 
sible  deficiency,  the  estimates  have  been  made  at  the 
largest  amount  which  any  state  ol  the  service  may  re- 
quire 

it  will  be  perceived  from  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  that  a  considerable  portio.n  of  the  addition- 
al amount  required  may  be  raised  by  a  modification  of 
the  rates  of  duty  imposed  by  the  existing  tariff  laws 
The  high  duties  at  present  levied  on  many  articles  total- 
ly exclude  them  from  importauon,  whilst  the  quanhly 
and  amount  of  otiiers  which  are  imported  are  greatly 
diminished.  By  reducing  these  duties  to  a  revenue  stan- 
dard, it  is  not  doubted  that  a  large  amount  of  the  arti 
cles  on  whicii  they  are  imposed  %\ould  be  imported,  and 
a  corresponding  amount  oi  revenue  be  received  at  the  ' 
treasury  from  this  source.  By  imposing  revenue  duties 
on  many  articles  now  permitted  to  be  imported  free  of 
duly,  and  by  regulaiiiig  the  rates  within  the  revenue 
standard  upon  others,  a  large  additional  revenue  will  be 
collectcJ.  Inde|)endenily  of  the  high  considerations 
which  induced  me,  in  my  annual  message,  to  recom- 
mend a  modification  and  reduction  of  the  rates  ol  duty 
imposed  by  the  act  of  1*^42,  as  being  not  only  proper  in 
reference  to  a  stale  of  peace,  but  just  to  all  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  country,  the  necessity  of  such  modilica- 
tion  and  reduction  as  a  war  measure  must  now  be  man- 
ifest. The  country  requires  additional  revenue  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  It  may  be  obtained,  to  a  great 
extciit,  by  reducing  the  prohibitory  and  highly  protec- 
tive duties  imposed  by  the  existing  laws  to  revenue  rates; 
by  imposing  revenue  duties  on  the  free  list;  and  by  mo- 
dilying  the  rates  of  duty  on  other  articles. 

The  modifications  recommended  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  in  his  annual  report  in  December  last,  were 
adapted  to  a  state  of  peace,  and  the  additional  duties 
now  suggested  by  him,  are  with  a  view  strictly  to  raise 


revenue  as  a  war  measure.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
war  these  duties  may  and  should  be  abolished,  and  re- 
duced to  lower  rates. 

It  is  not  apprehended  that  the  existing  war  with  Mex- 
ico will  materially  affect  our  trade  and  commerce  with 
the  rest  of  the  world.  O.i  the  contrary,  the  reductions 
proposed  would  increase  that  trade,  and  augment  the 
revenue  derived  from  it. 

When  the  country  is  in  a  slate  of  war,  no  contingen- 
cy should  be  permitted  to  occur  in  which  there  would 
be  a  deficiency  in  the  treasury,  (or  the  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  war;  and  to  guard  against  such  an  event 
it  is  recommended  that  contingent  authority  be  given  to 
issue  treasury  notes,  or  to  contract  a  loan  f'jr  a  limited 
amount,  reimbursable  at  an  early  day.  Should  no  oc- 
casion arise  to  exercise  the  power,  still  it  may  he  import- 
ant that  the  authority  should  exist  should  there  be  a 
necessity  for  it. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  resort  to  direct  ta.xes  or 
excises — the  measure^;  recommended  being  deemed  pre 
ferable  ns  a  means  of  increasing  the  revenue.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  war  with  Mexico,  if  vigorously  prosecuted,  as  is 
contemplated,  may  be  of  short  duration.  I  shall  at  all 
times  be  ready  to  conclude  an  honorable  pence,  when- 
ever the  Mexican  government  shall  manifest  a  like  dis- 
position. The  existing  war  has  been  rendered  neoessa 
ry  by  the  acts  of  Mexico;  and  whenever  that  power 
shall  he  ready  to  do  us  justice,  we  shall  be  prepared  to 
sheathe  the  sword,  and  lender  to  her  the  olive  branch  of 
pence  JAMES   K.  POLK. 

Washington,  June  16,  1846. 

Treasury  Dep.^rtmen-t,  June  15,  1846. 

Sir:  I  have  duly  considered  tho  resolution  of  the 
senate,  of  the  3d  of  June,  1846,  together  with  the 
estimates  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  of  the  9lh 
inst.,  and  of  the  secretary  of  war,  of  the  13lh  inst., 
submitted  by  you  to  this  department,  and  respectfully 
report  to  you  as  follows: 

It  appears  that  the  aggregate  estimated  expendi- 
tures of  the  war  and  navy  department  for  the  fiscal 
years  termmating  on  the  30th  of  Jime,  1846, 
and  the  30lh  of  June,  1347,  amount  to  823,95-2,904, 
over  and  above  the  estimates  made  by  tliese  depart- 
ments in  December  last,  and  then  submitted  in  my 
annual  report  to  congress-  In  that  report  it  was 
supposed  bj  this  department,  that  upon  the  expendi- 
tures then  estimated  for  a  state  of  peace,  there 
would  remain  on  the  first  of  July,  1S47,  a  balance  in 
the  treasury  of  i(i,4,332,441  07.  Deducting  this  ba- 
lance from  the  exeess  of  expenditures  above  estima- 
ted by  tlie  war  and  navy  departments,  there  would 
result  a  deficiency  of  §19,620,463. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  this  deficiency  will, 
from  augmented  receipts  accrued  and  accruing  for 
the  fiscal  years,  1846  and  1847,  be  diminished  four 
millions  of  dollars,  which  would  reduce  the  deficit, 
oD  the  1st  of  July,  1847,  to  §15,620,463. 

It  is  ascertained  bj  experience,  that  for  the  cer- 
tain, prompt,  and  convenient  payment  of  the  public 
creditors,  at  all  limes  and  places  throughout  our  ex- 
tended territory,  and  the  supply  of  the  mint  and 
branch  mints  for  coinage,  a  sum  of  four  millions  of 
dollars,  especially  during  a  state  of  war,  must  re- 
main on  hand  in  the  treasury,  which  would  again 
raise  the  sum  to  be  provided  for  before  the  30th  of 
June,  1847,  to  §19,620,463. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  a  sum  equal  to  gb,- 
534  057  of  additional  revenue  may  be  produced  by 
the  modification  of  the  tariff  herein  proposed — 
namely,  to  adopt,  as  a  basis,  the  bill  reducing  the 
tariff  reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
to  the  house  of  representatives,  ou  the  14th  of 
April  last,  together  with  the  augmented  and  addi- 
tional duties  now  proposed  and  enumerated  in 
schedule  A-  This  change  of  the  bill  reported  by 
the  committee,  omitting  the  fourth  section,  would 
make  an  addition  to  the  revenue  to  be  produced  by 
that  bill,  of  §4,034,057- 

After  a  very  careful  examination  of  the  addition 
al  data  which  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  obtain  since 
the  month  of  February  last,  it  is  my  conviction  that 
the  bill  of  the  committee  will  produce  a  net  revenue 
of  at  least  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars.  If  to  this 
be  added  the  additional  duties  proposed  to  be  levied 
in  schedule  A,  the  bill  of  the  committee,  with  the 
modification  embraced  in  that  schedule,  would  pro- 
duce a  net  revenue  of  §30,034,057.  This  would 
make  an  addition  of  §5,534,057  to  the  revenue  that 
would  be  produced  under  the  act  of  the  30tli  of  Au- 
gust, 1842.  If,  then,  we  deduct  this  §5,534,057  from 
the  deficit  above  estimated,  it  would  still  leave  a  de- 
ficit of  §14,066,406. 

If,  in  addition  to  tho  modifications  of  the  tariff 
above  suggested,  the  warehousing  system  were 
adopted,  as  recommended  in  my  annual  report  of 
December  last,  it  would  make  an  addition  to  the 
annual  revenue  from  customs  of  one  million  of  dol- 
lars, which,  deducted  from  the  above  deficit  would 
leave  a  deficiency  still  remaining  of  §13,086,406. 

It  is  true  that  the  introduction  of  the  warehousing 
system  might  diminish  the  revenue  during  a  portion 
of  the  first  year  succeeding  its  adoption;  but  that  it 


would  add  one  million  of  dollars  per  annum  to  the 
permanent  annual  revenue  from  customs  is  not 
doubled. 

It  is  believed,  also,  that  the  reduction  and  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  public  lands  in  favor  of  settlers 
and  cultivators,  as  recommended  in  your  message  of 
December  last,  would  make  an  annual  addition  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars  to  the  revenue  derivable 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
by  briuging  into  market  many  millions  uf  acres  of 
the  public  domain  which  are  wholly  unsaleable  at 
the  present  minimum  priee  established  by  law.  Do- 
ducting  this  sum  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  from 
the  deficit  last  above  mentioned,  would  leave  still 
unprovided  for  the  sum  of  §12,586,406,  which  must 
be  met  by  loans,  treasury  notes,  direct  taxation,  or 
excises. 

In  addition  to  the  strong  objections  which  have 
been  urged  against  direct  taxes  and  excises,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  put  in  operation  such  a  system  in  all 
the  states  and  territories,  so  as  to  realize  the  requir- 
ed amount  in  cash,  befoie  the  30th  of  June,  1847. — 
A  system  of  direct  taxes  and  excises,  it  is  believed, 
would  not  meet  the  sanction  of  the  people,  unless  in 
the  emergency  of  war  with  some  great  maritime 
nation,  exposing  our  commerce  to  great  hazard,  and 
greatly  reducing  the  revenue  from  duties  on  imports. 

The  only  remaining  means  for  supplying  this  de- 
ficit within  the  required  period,  is  by  loans  or  trea- 
sury notes;  and  1  accordingly  recommend,  with  a 
view  to  the  most  vigorous  prosecuting  of  the  exist- 
ing war  with  Mexico,  so  as  to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  and 
honorable  termination,  that  a  contingent  authority 
should  be  vested  in  this  department,  with  your  sanc- 
tion, to  issue  treasury  notes  or  effect  a  loan  of  a  sum 
in  the  aggregate  not  exceeding  the  last  abovemen- 
lioned  deficit  of  §12,580,406. 

1  think  it  would  be  most  advantageous  to  the  gov- 
ernment that  a  portion  of  this  money  should  be  rais- 
ed by  treasury  notes,  and  the  remainder  by  loans, 
limiting  the  interest  in  both  cases  to  a  rate  not  ex- 
ceeding six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  forbidding  the 
negotiation  in  cither  case  below  the  par  value.  If 
the  authority  were  limited  so  as  to  cover  this  deficit, 
and  the  power  given  to  resort  to  loans  or  treasury 
notes,  or  both,  as  the  emergency  might  require,  the 
money  might  be  raised  at  a  much  lower  rate  of  in- 
terest than  if  the  department  were  confined  to  loans 
alone,  or  to  treasury  notes.  The  experience  of  the 
government  has  demonstated  that  there  are  periods 
when  loans  are  most  available,  and  that  there  are  oc- 
casions when  treasury  notes  are  much  better  adapted 
to  meet  the  emergency;  and  the  power  to  select  both, 
or  cither,  from  time  to  time,  would  render  the  nego- 
tiation more  certain,  and  probably  save  a  very  large 
amount  of  interest  to  the  government.  If  the  war 
should  be  speedily  terminated,  it  is  possible  that  a  re- 
sort to  loans  or  treasury  notes  might  not  be  required, 
or  if  so,  for  an  inconsiderable  amount.  The  same 
power  that  is  now  given  by  law  to  redeem  the  loan, 
even  before  its  maturity,  whenever  the  funds  of  the 
government  will  permit,  so  as  to  liquidate  any  public 
debt  as  speedily  as  possible,  should  be  continued,  as 
also  the  authority  for  the  re-issue  of  the  treasury 
notes  as  heretofore  provided  by  law,  as  well  as  for 
their  receipt  in  revenue  payments. 

The  additional  duties  designated  in  schedule  A  are 
recommended  as  a  war  measure,  and  to  terminate 
with  the  restoration  of  peace,  or  as  soon  thereafter 
as  the  stale  of  th  public  finances  will  permit  their 
discontinuance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully  your 
obedient  servant,  R.  J.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

To  the  President. 


THE  SECRET  SERVICE  FUND, 

CASE  OF  THE  HON.  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 


Jn  the  /iouse  of  Representatives,  June  9,  1846. 

The  select  committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives appointed  to  investigate  certain  charges  made 
by  the  Hon.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll  againtt  the  Hon- 
Daniel  Webster,  for  official  misconduct  while  ho 
held  the  gffice  of  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
Slates,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  they  have  given  to  the  subject  referred  to 
them  a  patient  and  laborious  investigation,  and  have 
collected  a  large  mass  of  testimony,  the  result  of 
which,  only  without  going  into  its  details,  they  deem 
it  necessary  to  present  to  the  house- 

The  committee,  in  the  first  place,  directed  their 
attention  to  the  first  charge  against  Mr-  Webster; 
that,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  president  of  the 
Uniled  States,  and  contrary  to  usage,  he  had  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  ordinary  disbursing  agent 
and  into  bia  own  a  portion  of  that  part  of  the  foreign 
intercourBe  fund,  commonly  known  as  "The  Secret 
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Service  Fund,"  and  appropriated  it  to  his  own  use. 
The  committee  find  that,  by  law,  this  fund  is  com- 
milled  to  the  exclusive  control  of  the  president  of 
the  United  Stales,  wlio  may,  if  he  thinks  proper, 
keep  the  money  himself,  and  disburse  it  from  his 
own  hands;  or  he  may  commit  the  keeping  and  dis- 
bursement of  it  to  such  agent  or  agents  under  his  di. 
rection  as  he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  appoint.  In 
consequence,  as  the  committee  presume,  of  the  many 
and  important  duties  which  necessarily  constantly 
occupy  the  ivhole  time  and  attention  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  render  it  very  trouble- 
tome  and  difficult  for  him,  in  person,  to  keep  and  dis- 
burse this  lund  and  make  up  its  accounts,  he  has  al- 
ways, from  Ihe  first  establishment  of  the  govern- 
ment, entrusted  the  discharge  of  these  duties  to  other 
bands. 

As  the  secretary  of  state  of  Ihe  United  Stales  is 
peculiarly  Ihe  coi-fidential  adviser  of  Ihe  presidenl 
lo  whatever  concerns  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
country,  he  would  seem  to  be  the  natural  and  appro 
priate  agent  for  the  discharge  of  these  duties,  if  he 
could  perform  them  without  detriment  to  other  pub- 
lic business  of  higher  importance.  Accordingly,  the 
commitlce  find  thai,  in  the  administration  of  General 


into  a  specification  of  the  acts  of  this  agent,  who 
was  employed  in  the  secret  service,  or  to  enquire  in- 
to the  propriety  of  employing  agents  for  secret  ser- 
vice within  Ihe  limits  of  the  United  Slates  and  pay 
ing  them  out  of  Ihe  contingent  fund  for  foreign  in- 
tercourse, but  will  content  themselves  with  simply 


Wanhinglon,  ihe  eider  Adams,  and  part  of  Ihat  of 
Mr.  JeBerson,  while  the  office  of  secretary  of  slate 
was  held  in  succession  by  Mr.  Jay,  Jefierson,  Ran- 
dolph, Pickering,  Marshall,  and  part  of  the  time 
that  Mr.  Madison  held  that  office  under  Mr.  Jefier- 
son, the  whole  of  this  fund  was,  under  the  direclion 
and  supervision  of  Ihe  president  of  the  United  Slates, 
received,  kept,  and  disbursed  by  the  secretary  of 
state. 

In  the  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration 
the  secretary  of  slate,  without  any  law  requiring  il, 
seems  to  have  been  relieved  from  the  discharge  of 
this  duly,  and  the  keeping  and  disbursing  of  this 
fund,  under  the  president's  direclion,  appears  lo  have 
been  passed  over  into  the  hands  of  agei  ts,  whose  ac- 
counts, after  receiving  the  sanction  of  the  president, 
are  settled  at  the  treasury.  But  vo  change  has  been 
made  in  the  law  or  in  the  powers  or  duties  of  the 
president  in  respect  to  this  fund  from  the  lime  of 
Gen.  Washington  lo  Ihe  present  day.  This  change 
must  have  been  made  for  the  convenience  of  Ihe 
secretary  of  slate,  and  not  from  any  want  of  confi- 
dence which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  in  Mr.  Madison. 

The  comniiUee  have  examined  Mr.  Tyler,  the  late 
president  of  the  United  Slates.  He  testified  that 
when  he  came  into  the  presidency  he  found  Ihe  for- 
eign relations  of  ihe  country  in  a  very  delicale  con- 
dition in  certain  particulars,  which  the  commilleedo 
not  deem  it  expedient  to  specify,  requiring,  in  his 
opinion,  the  employment  of  confidential  agents;  and, 
for  reasons  assigned  by  him  to  the  comniillee,  he  re-' 
garded  his  secretary  of  stale  as  Ihe  filkst  person  lo 
•elect  and  employ  them.  Under  an  impression  en- 
tertained by  both  him  and  Mr.  Webster  Ihat  this  was 
the  usual  and  proper  mode,  he  suggested  that  the 
money  should  be  disbursed  by  Mr.  Webster;  and  for 
the  purpose  placed  in  his  hands  a  portion  of  the  for- 
eign intercourse  fund  which  was  then  lying  in  depo- 
site  wilh  Mr.  Stubbs,  the  ordinary  disbursing  agent. 
This  had  nol  been  done  before  for  a  long  lime.  A 
knowledge  of  the  modern  usage  in  respect  lo'  the 
keeping  and  disbursing  this  fund,  it  is  not  improba- 
ble, led  Mr.  Ingertoll  into  the  erroneous  belief  that 
this  money  had  come  improperly,  and  without  the 
president's  sanction,  at  Mr.  Webster's  instance,  inlo 
his  hands. 

Bui  there  can  be  do  doubt  that  the  president  had 
ample  authority  to  commit  to  his  secretary  the  keep- 
ing  and  disbursing  of  this  money,  and  Ihat  he  al 
bad  a  right  to  judge  of  its  expediency.  The  com- 
mitlee  find  froai  ihe  testimony  ihat  all  the  money  put 
into  his  hands  was  placed  there  wilh  Ihe  knowledge 
and  sanclion  and  by  the  order  of  the  president,  and 
so  much  of  it  as  was  necessary,  was  disbursed  in  ac- 
cordance wilb  his  tiews.  A  balance,  not  needed  for 
the  purpose,  contemplated,  was  afterwards  returned 
bj  Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  i^tubbs,  the  disbursing  agent 
with  whom,  the  testimony  shows,  there  is  usually  on 
deposile  a  larger  amount  of  money  than  is  required 
to  meel  present  demands.  Wilh  these  remarks  the 
commillee  dismiss  this  and  proceed  to  notice  the  se- 
cond  charge. 

In  lliat  charge  Mr.  Ingersoll  accuses  Mr.  Websl.  r 
with   U5.ng_  the  public  money  lo  corrupt  the  p 


prenscs.  Among  the  agents  employed  by  Mr.  Web- 
.ter  under  the  authority  of  the  piesidenl,  as  above 
explained    « a.  Ktancis  U.  G.  Smiih  of  11  e  slate  ol 


their  investigation,  the  committee,  in  observance  of 
the  usage  in  similar  cases,  have  taken  the  testimony 
without  notice  of  him,  in  his  absence,  without  com- 
munication with  him,  or  explanalion  from  him.  In 
conclusion,  they  beg  permission  lo  remark  that  their 
,  .        .  ,  ^  .  investigation  has  brought  out  facts  Cwhich  are  embo- 

remarkmg  that  Ihe  testimony  ihey  have  taken  fully  died  in  Ihe  testimony)  connected  wilh  the  foreign  re- 
explains  whatever  is  of  obscure  or  doubtful  meaning  lations  of  the  country,  Ihe  disclosure  of  which  public 
in  Ihis  letter,  and  removes  every  foundation  for  a  be-  '•  poliry  would  seem  lo  forbid.  On  this  subject  they 
lief  or  even  a  suspicion  that  the  public  money  was  I  entirely  concur  wilh  the  president  of  the  United 
used  orattemple.Itobeused  to  corrupt  party  presses  ,  Slates  in  the  views  so  fully  and  strongly  enforced  by 
—  I  his  brings  the  committee  to  the  third  and  last ;  him  in  his  message  at  the  present  session,  in  answer 
charge;  that  when  Mr.  Webster  went  out  of  office, '  to  a  resolution  of  the  house  requesting  a  communi- 
he  was  a  public  defaulter.  j  cation  to   it  of  the  same  fads  that  are  embodied  in 

from  an  examination  of  his  accounts,  it  appears  the  testimony  taken  by  the  commillee,  and  which. 
Ihat  when  he  retired  from  office,  there  was  of  the  !  for  reasons  then  assigned,  he  declined  lo  communi- 
moneys  that  fiad  been  entrusted  to  him  an  apparent ,  cale  or  make  public,  except  wilh  a  view  to  an  im- 
balance of  $2,29(1  in  his  hands,  as  slated  by  Mr.  In-  peachmeni,  and  lo  furnish  the  proof  necessary  to  at- 
gersoll.  1  he  expenditure  of  this  sum  remained  to  be  .  tain  Ihe  great  ends  of  public  justice.  He  expressed 
accounted  lor  by  him.  There  seems  lo  have  been  I  the  opinion  thai,  even  in  that  case,  the  house  should 
delay  in  procuring  vouchers  from  the  agenls  whom  [  adopt  all  wise  precaution  to  pievent  Ihe  unnecessary 
ivjr.  Webster  had  employed  for  the  moneys  advanced  ,  exposure  of  malters  the  publication  of  which  might 
by  him  to  Ihem.  For  a  payment  of  a  thousand  dol 
lars,  which  he  claimed  to  have  made  out  of  the  fund: 


comihittco   have   fully    investigalcd    i|,ia  chume — 
'Ibey  do  not  deem  it  necessary  or  cxjcditnt  logo 


in  his  own  hands,  he  alleged  ihe  voucher  had  been 
lost,  mislaid,  or  not  procured,  and  it  has  not  yet  been 
found  or  obtained,  though  eftorls  v.'ere  made  by  him 
to  find  or  procure  it.  These  causes  occasioned  a  de- 
lay in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  for  some  eigh- 
teen or  twenty  months. 

In  the  autumn  of  1844,  the  period  having  arrived 
when  it  was  necessary  for  Mr.  Stubbs  to  close  his 
accounts  at  Ihe  treasury,  and  Mr.  Webster  nol  hav- 
ing Ihen  procured  the  necessary  vouchers,  he  pro- 
posed lo  pay  Ihe  apparent  balance  against  him,  wilh 
the  understanding  Ihat  Ihe  government  should  refund 
to  him  if  he  subsequently  procured  the  evidence  of 
his  payments.  This  proposition,  which  proceeded 
from  Mr.  Webster,  was  acceded  lo  by  Ihe  president 
of  the  Uniled  Slates.  In  the  month  of  November 
of  that  year,  Mr.  Webster  procured  a  voucher  for  a 
payment  of  §200,  and  paid  m  each  §2,090,  the  resi- 
due of  the  apparent  balance  in  his  hands.  This  mo- 
ney was  reniilled  by  him  in  pari  from  Boston  and  in 
part  from  Philadelphia.  In  the  following  v.inler  he 
visiled  Washinglon,  and  on  Ihe  Jst  of  February, 
1845,  presented  vouchers  for  pajments  made  by  him 
while  in  office,  and  not  before  credited  to  him,  lo  the 
amount  of  1,050,  which  the  president  of  the  United 
Stales  directed  to  be  refunded,  and  that  amount  was 
then  repaid  to  him.  Mr.  Webster  was  ur(;ed  by 
Mr.  Stubbs  to  colled  and  transmit  his  accounts  and 
vouchers,  that  Mr.  Stubbs  might  close  his  accounts 
with  the  treasury,  but  the  commillee  find  no  evidence 
of  any  threat  of  exposure  liaving  been  made  by  the 
president  which  induced  the  payment  of  Ihe  appa- 
rent balance  against  him. 

If  it  be  assumed  Ihat  Mr.  Webster  was  correct  in 
his  impression  that  he  had  paid  the  above  mentioned 
thousand  dollars  out  of  the  funds  in  his  hamls,  and  if 
to  this  amouiit  be  added  the  vouchers  for  §1,250, 1 
procured  by  him  after  his  relircmeiit  from  office' 
making  together  §2,250,  and  ihis  last  amount  de 
dueled  from  $2,290,  the  apparent  balance  against 
him,  Il  will  show  that  the  real  balance  in  his  hands 
Bhen  he  went  out  of  office  was  §40  only.  On  re- 
viewing his  accounts,  ihe  keeping  of  which  was  for 
Ihe  mosl  pari  entrusted  by  hin.  lo  .Mr.  Stubbs,  the 
disbursing  agent,  the  commillee  have  been  led  to 
doubt  whttlicr  on  a  final  selllemenl  an  ilem  of  §500 
was  not  by  mistake  carried  lo  his  credit  which  had 
been  before  allowed  him.  This  error  was  pointed 
out  to  Ihe  committee  by  the  disbursing  agent,  by 
whom  the  account  was  drawn  up  and  the  settlement 
made.  He  proves  thai  il  was  al  his  own  suggestion, 
and  not  that  of  Mr.  Webster,  that  this  item  was  car- 
ried lo  his  credit  in  the  final  selllemenl.  It  is  nol 
necessary  lo  go  inlo  the  particulars  of  the  history  of 
this  Item  and  of  the  cause  of  the  mistake,  if  one  was 
made.  The  committee  deem  it  sufficient  to  remark 
that  no  blame  is  imputed  lo  Mr.  Webster,  who  they 
are  satisfied  was  not  aware,  and  probably  is  nol  now, 
that  this  ilem  had  been  belore  credited  to  him;  nor 
is  the  disbursing  agent  who  drew  up  the  items  of  the 
final  settlement  liable  lo  the  charge  of  negligence. 
II  it  be  assumed  that  Ihis  item  was  twice  allowed  to 
bim,  and  that  the  final  settlement  was  made  in  all 
other  respects  correct,  iheii  in  refunding  lo  Mr. 
Websler,  he  should  have  been  repaid  S55U  only  in- 
stead of  §1,050-  But  if  Mr.  Webster  «a3  not  mis- 
taken in  the  heliel  that  he  had  paid  the  thousand  dol- 
lars above  mentioned,  then  the  govei  nmenl  still  c«  es 
him  §500. 

The  committee  deem  any  comment  on  the  above 
facts  connected  wilh  ibis  charge  unnecessary.  In 
Iheir  opinion  there  is  no  proof  in  relation  to  any  of 
the  charges  lo  impeach  Mr.  Webster's  integrity  or 
ho  puriiy  of  his  motives  in  the  discharge  of  the  du 
ties  ol  his  ollicu.  The  value  of  this  opinion  is  per- 
haps to  some  extent  enhanced  by  the  fact  that,  in 


posure  of  malters  the  publication  of  which  might 
injuriously  aSect  the  public  iriteresl.  No  dissent 
from  the  views  of  that  message  was  expressed  by  the 
house.  The  commillee,  therefore,  think  that  these 
facts  were  laid  open  to  their  view  wilh  an  implied 
underslanding,  both  on  the  part  of  the  president  and 
of  Ihe  house  that  they  would  be  made  public  only  in 
the  event  of  an  impeachment,  and  of  tiieir  being  ne- 
cessary for  bringing  to  justice  great  public  delin- 
quents. Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  no  evidence  has 
been  exhibited  to  the  committee,  which  can  lay  any 
foundation  for  an  impeachment,  all  the  reasons 
which  induced  the  president  to  decline  to  make  these 
facts  public  in  the  call  of  the  house,  return  in  their 
full  force  against  their  disclosure  now. 

They  therefore  recommend  that  they  may  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject, and  thai  the  testimony  taken  by  them  (which 
accompanies  this  report)  be  sealed  up,  endorsed 
"confidenlial,"  and  deposited  in  Ihe  archives  of  the 
house,  net  to  be  opened  unless  by  its  order.  And 
they  report  resolutions  accordingly: 

Risolved,  That  the  leslimony  laken  in  this  investi- 
gation be  sealed  up  by  the  clerk,  under  the  superri- 
sion  of  Ihe  committee,  endorsed  "confidenlial,"  and 
deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  house,  and  that  the 
same  be  nol  opened  unless  by  ils  order. 

Resolvid,  That  this  report  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed,  and  thai  Ihe  select  commillee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
Signed  and  submitted  by      Samuel  T.  Vinton, 
Jefferson  Davis, 
Daniel  P.  King, 
Seaborn  Jones. 
[Two  of  Ihe  above  signers  are  whigs,   the  other 
two  are  locos.] 


The  minority  of  the  committee  made  a  report, 
which  we  have  not  yet  met  wilh  a  copy  of.  Their 
objection  we  understand  to  the  above  report  was, 
that  it  did  not  embrace  the  following  letter,  which 
Mr.  Ingersoll  in  his  researches  amongst  the  files  of 
the  department,  had  laid  his  hands  upon,  and  on 
which  he  predicated  Ihe  charges  he  made  against 
Mr  Webster.  The  report  refers  lo  the  letter  but 
refrained  from  quoting  it. 

[private.] 

Forllmnl,  Jlvg.  1842. 

Dear  Sir:  I  suppose  we  may  consider  the  long 
disputed  boundary  now  settled,  and  the  people  of 
Maine  feel  that  great  credit  is  due  to  your  efforts  in 
bringing  a  forty  jears  debate  to  a  close.  I  feel  gra- 
tified in  Ihe  result,  from  a  conviclion  of  many  years' 
standing,  that  a  new  mode  of  approaching  this  sub- 
ject, and  such  ;  n  one  as  you  have  adopted,  would 
accomplish  ii,  while  another  forty  years  of  circuit- 
ous diplciracy  would  have  availed  nothing. 

Confidering  the  matter  settled,  1  presume  you  can 
feel  justified  io  enabling  me  to  fulfil  certain  assuran- 
ces which  1  made  to  a  few  individuals  at  different 
points  in  this  stale,  whose  services  and  influence  I 
had  occasion  to  resort  to,  in  order  lo  adjust  Ihe  tone 
and  direction  of  the  parly  wishes,  and  liirough  them 
of  public  sentiment,  to  the  purposes  so  desirable  of 
acconiplishmenl  under  your  administralion.  For  roy 
own  services  you  can  also  make  such  allowance  un- 
der Ihe  contingent  fund  as  you  may  deem  proper, 
merely  renjaiking  that  all  that  was  contemplated  in 
my  oiiginal  letters  in  May,  IS41,  on  Ihe  subject  ai 
far  as  Maine  and  the  voice  of  the  people  arc  con- 
cerned, has  been  happily  realized. 

To  the  individuals  alluded  to  above,  three  in  num- 
ber, I  gave  the  assurance  that  in  the  event  of  a  set- 
tlement of  Iho  boundary  Ihcy  should  be  allowed  a 
reasonable  remuneration  for  Iheir  lime  and  inciden- 
tal expenses,  and  I  should  like  lo  remit  them  §100  to 
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$125  each,  if  in  my  power.  Nevertheless,  I  assum- 
ed no  aulhorily  lo  bind  your  department  in  any  offi- 
cial manner  on  the  subject,  but  the  whole  rests  in 
my  confidential  intercourse  with  ihem,  and  I  leave 
it,  after  stating  the  facts,  wholly  at  vonr  discretion. 
1  presume  that  the  contingent  fund  will  be  ample, 
and  your  control  of  it  ample  lo  do  whatever  you 
think  just. 

1  send  herewith  a  bill  with  a  voucher,  with  entire 
consent  for  you  to  fill  the  blank  as  you  may  think 
proper  and  1  do  it  thus  seasonably  Ifsl  there  be 
ground  for  the  rumor  (as  1  hope  Iheie  is  not)  that 
you  will  shortly  claim  a  right  to  retire  from  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  stale  department. 

I  beg  you  lo  believe  that  whellieryou  remain  in 
your  present,  or  any  other  position  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, my  best  wishes  will  attend  jour  elTorts,  and  1 
shall  be  most  happy  in  any  opporluniiy  "f  my  being 
serviceable  to  you  in  this  region  of  our  country. 

I  am,  most  truly,  your  friend  and  obcd'l  servant, 
Signed  Francis  O.  J.  Smith. 

Hon.  D.  Webster,  &c.  &c. 

The  house  have  ordered  the  priuiing  of  both  re- 
ports by  a  vole  of  157  lo  16. 

In  a  debate  in  the  house  on  the  16lh  Mr.  Yancey^ 
who  hjd,  w  hen  the  subject  was  up  before,  taken  the 
lead  in  vindicating  Mr.  IngersolPs  course  and  in  hold- 
ing Mr.  Webster  lo  accountability,  took  occasion  to 
remark,  as  reported  in  the  "Union"  of  that  day. 

"The  reports  on  these  charges  have  now  been 
made.  I  have  read  them,  and  concur  with  both  of 
them.  Willi  the  majority,  I  believe  that  the  morale 
of  Mr.  IngersolPs  charges  has  been  refuted,  while 
there  was  sulicient  apparent  ground  for  Mr.  Inger- 
soll  to  have  entertained  suspicion  that  all  was  not 
right." 
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OFFICIAL      nEPORTS. 

Washinglon^Jw.e  12,  1846. 
To  thi  stnaU  mid  house  ofrepreientaliics: 

1  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  con- 
gress, otiicial  reports  received  from  Ihe  officer  com- 
manding the  army  on  the  Mexican  frontier,  giving  a 
detailed  report  of  the  operations  of  the  army  in  that 
quarter,  and  particularly  of  the  recent  engagements 
between  the  American  and  Mexican  forces. 

JAMKS  K.  POLK. 
War  Deparlmenl,  June  11,  18J6. 

Sir:  I  respectrully  submit  herewith  reports  of 
Brevet  Major  General  Taylor  and  accompanying 
documents,  giving  a  detailed  account  of  the  battles 
of  "Palo  Alto"  and  of  the  "Resaca  de  la  Palma,"  in 
Texas,  whicli  took  place  on  the  8ih  and  9lh  ultimo; 
and  also  of  the  bombardment  of  the  fort  opposite 
Matamoros.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, W.  L.  .MARCY,  SccieJari/ 0/  War. 
To  the  President. 

REPORTS  FROM  GENERAL  TAYLOR. 

Headquaittrs  of  Ike  „1rmy  of  Occupntioii, 

Camp  near  Malamoros,  May  IGlli,  184G. 
Sir;  I  have  now   the   honor  to  submit  a  more  de- 
tailed report  of  the  action  of  the  8ih  Inst. 

The  main  body  of  the  army  of  occupation  march- 
ed under  my  immedialc  orders  from  Point  Isabel  on 
the  evening  of  the  7lh  May,  and  bivouacked  seven 
miles  from  that  place. 

Our  march  was  resumed  the  following  morning. — 
About  noon,  when  our  advance  of  cavalry  had  reach- 
ed the  water-hole  of  "Palo  Alto,"  the  Mexican 
troops  were  reported  m  our  front,  and  were  soon  dis- 
covered occupying  the  road  in  force.  1  ordered  a 
halt  upon  reaching  the  water,  with  a  vieiv  lo  rest 
and  refresh  the  men  and  form  deliberately  our  lino 
of  battle.  The  Mexican  line  was  now  plainly  visible 
across  the  prairie,  and  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
distant.  Their  left,  which  was  composed  of  a  heavy 
force  of  cavalry,  occupied  the  road,  resting  upon  a 
thicket  of  chaparral,  while  mas«es  of  infantry  were 
discovered  in  succession  on  the  righl,  greatly  outnum- 
bering our  ow  n  force. 

Our  line  of  baltle  was  now  formed  in  the  follow- 
ing order,  commencing  on  the  extreme  right:  5lh  in- 
fantry, commanded  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Mclntoshj  Ma 
jor  Ringgold's  arlillery;  3d  inlanlry,  commanded  by 
Captain  L.  M.  Morris;  two  18  pounders,  command- 
ed by  Lieut.  Churchill,  3d  artillery;  4lh  infantry, 
commanded  by  Major  G.  \V.  Allen;  ihe  3d  and  4th 
regiments  composed  the  third  brigade,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Garland,  and  all  the 
above  corps,  together  with  two  squadrons  of  dragoons, 
under  Captains  Ker  and  May,  composed  the  righl 
wing,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Twiggs.  'J'he  left 
was  formed  by  the  battalion  of  artillery  commanded 
by   Lieuleaaat  Colonel   Childe,   Caplaiu   Duncan's 


light  artillery,  and  the  8lh  infantry  under  Captain  | 
Monlgomery,  all  forming  the  first  brigade,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  (Colonel  Belknap.  Tlic  tr;\in 
was  parked  near  the  water,  under  directions  of  Cap-  j 
tains  Crossman  and  .Myers,  and  protected  by  Captain  i 
Kcr's  squadron.  [ 

About  two  o'clock  wc  look  up  the  inarch  by  heads  1 
of  columns  in  the  direction  of  Ihe  enemy,  Ihe  18-  j 
pounder  battery  following  the  road.  While  the  co-  j 
lumns  were  advancing.  Lieutenant  Ulake,  Topo-  I 
graphical  Engineers,  volunteered  a  rcconnoissancc 
of  the  enemy's  line,  which  was  handsomely  per- 
formed, and  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  at  least  two 
balteries  of  arlillery  in  the  intervals  of  their  cavalry 
and  infantry.  Theso  batteries  were  soon  opened  j 
u|ion  us,  when  1  ordered  ll.e  columns  hailed  ami  de- 1 
ployed  into  line,  and  the  fire  to  bo  returned  by  all  I 
our  artillery.  The  8th  infantry,  on  our  extemo  left,  [ 
was  thrown  back  to  secure  that  flank.  The  first 
fires  of  the  enemy  did  little  execution,  while  our  18-  I 
pounders  and  RIajor  Ringgold's  artillery  soon  di^s-  j 
pcrsed  the  cavalry  which  formed  his  left.  Captain 
Duncan's  battery,  thrown  forward  in  advance  of  the 
line,  was  doing  good  execution  at  this  time.  Captain 
May's  squadron  was  now  detached  to  support  that  j 
battery  and  the  left  of  our  position.  The  .Mexican  j 
cavalry,  with  two  liiccos  of  arlillery,  were  now  re- 
ported to  be  moving  through  the  chaparral  to  our 
tight,  to  threaten  that  flank,  or  make  a  demonstra- 
tion against  the  tram.  The  5lh  infantry  was  imme- 
diately delached  lo  check  this  movement,  aad,  sup- 
ported by  Lieutenant  Ridgely,  with  a  section  of  Ma- 
jor Ringgold's  battery,  and  Captain  Walker's  coui- 
pany  of  volunteers,  ellVclually  repulsed  the  enemy — 
the  5th  infanlry  repelling  a  charge  of  lancers,  and 
Ihe  artillery  doing  great  execution  in  their  rank?. — 
The  third  infantry  was  now  detached  to  the  right  as 
a  still  further  security  lo  thai  flank,  yet  threatened 
by  the  enemy.  IMjjor  Ringgold,  with  the  romaiiiing 
section,  kept  up  his  fire  from  an  advanced  position, 
and  was  supported  by  the  4lh  infanlry. 

The  grass  of  the  prairie  had  been  accidentally 
fired  by  our  :irlillery,  and  the  volumes  of  smoke  noiv 
partially  concealed  the  armies  from  each  other.  As 
tlie  enemy's  lefl  had  evidently  been  driven  back,  and 
lei't  Ihe  road  free,  and  as  the  cannonade  had  been 
suspended,  1  ordered  forward  the  18-poundcrs  on  the 
road  nearly  lo  the  position  first  occupied  by  the 
Mexican  cavalry,  and  caused  Ihc  first  brigade  to  take 
up  a  new  position,  slill  on  the  left  of  Ihe  18-pounder 
baltery.  The  5lh  was  advanced  from  its  former  po- 
sition, and  occupied  a  point  on  the  extreme  right  of 
the  new  line.  The  enemy  made  a  change  of  position 
corresponding  to  our  own,  and  after  a  suspension  of 
nearly  an  hour  the  action  was  resumed. 

The  fire  of  artillery  was  now  most  destructive: 
openings  were  constantly  made  through  the  enemy's 
ranks  by  our  fire,  and  the  constancy  with  which  ihe 
Mexican  infantry  sustained  this  severe  cannonade 
was  a  theme  of  universal  remaik  and  admiration. — 
Captain  ]\lay's  squadron  was  detached  to  make  a  de- 
monstration on  the  lefl  of  the  enemy's  position,  and 
suS'ered  severely  from  the  fire  of  artillery,  to  which 
it  was  for  some  time  exposed. 

The  fourth  infantry,  which  had  been  ordered  to 
support  the  18-p'JUiider  baltery,  was  exposed  to  a 
most  galling  fire  of  arlillery,  by  which  several  men 
were  killed  and  Captain  Page  dangerously  wounded. 
The  enemy's  fire  was  directed  against  our  18-pound- 
er baltery  and  the  guns  under  Major  Ringgold,  in  its 
vicinity.  The  Major  himself,  while  coolly  direcling 
the  fire  of  his  pieces,  was  struck  by  a  cannon  ball 
and  mortally  wounded. 

In  the  mean  lime  the  battalion  of  artillery  under 
Lieut.  Col.  Childs  had  been  brought  up  lo  support 
the  artillery  on  our  righl.  A  strong  deuioiislialion 
of  cavalry  was  now  made  by  the  enemy  against  this 
part  of  our  line,  and  the  column  continued  lo  ad- 
vance under  a  severe  fire  from  the  18  pounders. — 
The  battalion  was  inslaiiily  formc'l  in  square,  and 
held  ready  lo  receive  the  charge  of  cavalry,  but 
when  the  advancing  squadrons  were  within  close 
range  a  deadly  fire  of  canister  from  Ihe  IS-pounders 
dispersed  Iheni.  A  brisk  fire  of  small  arms  was  now 
opened  upon  the  square,  by  which  one  officer  (Lieut. 
Luther,  M  artillery)  was  slightly  wounded;  nut  a 
well-direcled  volley  from  the  front  of  the  square  si- 
lenced all  further  firing  from  the  enemy  in  this  quar- 
ter. It  was  now  nearly  dark  and  the  action  was 
closed  on  the  right  of  our  line,  the  enemy  liavinj; 
been  completely  driven  back  from  his  position  and 
foiled  in  every  attempt  against  our  line. 

While  the  above  was  going  forward  on  our  right, 
and  under  my  own  eye,  the  enemy  had  made  a  se- 
rious altempt  against  Ihe  left  of  our  line.  Captain 
Duncan  in^lantly  perceived  the  movement,  and,  by 
the  bold  and  brillianl  manceuvrnig  of  his  battery, 
complelel)  repulsed  several  successive  efforts  ol  Itic 
enemy  lo  adtai.ce  in  force  upon  our  left  flank.  Sup- 
ported ia  succession  by  lhe8lb  infantry  aud  by  Capl. 


Ker's  squadron  of  dragoons,  he  gallantly  held  the 
enemy  at  hay,  and  finally  drove  him,  with  iinmensa 
loss,  from  the  field.  The  aclion  here  and  along  Iha 
whole  line  conliniied  until  dark,  when  Ihe  enemy  re- 
tired into  the  chaparral,  in  rear  of  his  position.  Our 
army  bivouacked  on  the  ground  it  occupied.  During 
the  afternoon  the  train  had  been  moved  forward 
about  half  a  mile,  and  was  parked  in  rear  of  the  new 
position. 

Our  loss  Ihis  day  was  nine  killed,  forty. four 
wounded,  and  two  missing.  Among  the  wounded 
were  Major  Rmegold,  who  has  since  died,  and  Capt. 
Page  dangerously  wounded,  Li.!ut.  Luther  slightly 
so.  1  annex  a  tabular  stalcmcnt  of  the  casualliea  of 
the  day. 

Our  own  force  engaged  is  shown  by  the  field  re- 
port herewilh  to  have  been  177  ofliccrs  and  2,111 
men;  aggregiite  2,288.  The  Mexican  force,  accord- 
ing lo  the  staiemonls  of  their  own  ofliccrs  takea 
prisoners  in  Ihe  aliair  of  Ihe  9th,  was  not  less  than 
6,000  recular  troops,  with  ten  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  probiihiy  exceeded  that  numbcr^the  irregular 
force  not  known.  Their  loss  was  not  less  than  200 
killed  and  400  wounded — probably  greater.  This 
estimate  is  very  moderate,  and  formed  upon  Iha 
number  actually  counted  upon  the  field,  and  upon  the 
reports  of  their  own  officers. 

As  already  reported  in  my  first  brief  despatch,  Ihe 
conduct  of  our  ofFicers  and  men  was  every  thing  that 
could  be  desired.  Exposed  for  hours  to  the  severest 
trial — a  cannonade  of  arlillery — our  troops  display- 
ed a  coolness  and  constancy  which  gave  mo  through- 
out the  assurance  of  victory. 

1  purposely  defer  Ihe  mention  of  individuals  until 
my  repon  of  the  action  of  Ihe  9lh,  when  1  will  en- 
deavor lo  do  justice  lo  the  many  instances  of  dis- 
tinguished conduction  both  days.  In  the  mcitn  lima 
1  refer  for  more  minute  details  to  the  reports  of  indi- 
vidual commanders.  1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedienlservant,  Z.  TAYLOR, 

Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  .i  ,  commamling. 
The   Adjutant  General  of  the  .Irmij,    iVaihington, 

Head  quarters  .hmy  of  Occupation, 
Camp  near  Fort  Brown,  Texas,  May  17,  184C. 
Sir:  In  'ubmilting  a  more  minute  report  of  the  af- 
fair of  "Resaca  de  la  Palnu,"  I  have  the  honor  to 
stale  that,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  9lh  instant; 
the  enemy,  who  had  encamped  near  the  field  of  the 
day  previous,  was  discovered  moving  by  his  left 
Hank,  evidently  in  retreat,  and,  perhaps  at  the  same 

I  lime  lo  gain  a  new  position  on  the  road  to  Malamo- 
ros, and  there  again  resist  our  advance. 

1  ordered  Ihe  supply  train  lo  be  strongly  parked  at 
its  position,  and  left  with  it  four  pieces  ol  artillery — 

I  the  two  18-puunders,  which  had  done  such  good  ser- 
vice on  the  previous  day,  and  two  12-puunders, 
which  had  not  been  in  the  action.  The  wounded 
officers  and  men  were  at  the  same  lime  sent  back  to 
Puinl   Isabel.     1  then  moved  forward  wilh  the  co- 

:  lumns  to  the  edge  of  Ihe  chaparral  or  forest,  which 

'  extends  lo  Ihe  Rio  Grande,  a  distance  of  seven 
miles.  The  light  companies  of  the  first  brigade  un- 
der Captain  C.  T.  Smith,  second  artillery,  and  a  se- 
lect detachment  of  ligtil  iroops,  the  rt  hole  under  the 
command  of  Captain  McCill,  fourth  infanlry,  were 
thrown  forward  into  Ihe  chaparral,  to  feel  the  ene- 
my and  ascertain  his  position.  Aliout  3  o'clock,  I 
received  a  report  from  the  advance  that  the  enemy 
was  in  position  on  the  road,  wilh  at  least  two  pieces 
of  arlillery.  The  command  was  immediately  put  in 
motion,  and  about  4  o'clock  1  came  up  with  Ca(itain 
McCall,  « ho  reported  the  enemy  in  force  in  our 
front,  occupy  ing  a  ravine  which  intersects  the  road, 
and  is  skirled  by  thickets  of  dense  chaparral.  Ridge- 
ly's  battery,  and  the  advance  under  Caplain  McGall, 
were  at  once  thrown  forward  on  Ihc  road  and  into 
the  chaparral  on  either  side,  while  the  fifth  infantry 
and  one  wing  of  the  fuurlh  was  thrown  into  the  for- 
est on  the  lelt,  and  the  third  and  the  other  wing  of 
the  fourth  on  the  righl  of  the  road.  These  corps 
were  employed  as  skirmishers  to  co\er  the  battery 
and  engage  tlie  Mexican  infantry.  Captain  McCall's 
command  bccauie  at  once  engaged  with  the  enoniy, 
while  the  light  arlillery,  though  in  a  very  exposed 
position,  did  great  execution.  The  enemy  had  at 
least  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  and  maintained  an  in- 
cessant fire  upon  our  advance. 

The  aclion  now  became  general,  and  although  the 
enemy's  infantry  gave  way  before  the  steady  fire  and 
resistless  progress  of  our  own,  yet  his  artillery  was 
slill  111  position  to  check  our  advance — several  pieces 
occupying  tlie  [lass  across  the  ravine  winch  he  had 
chosen  lor  his  position.  Perceiving  that  no  decisive 
advantage  couW  he  gained  unlil  this  artillery  was  si- 
lenced, 1  oidered  Captain  May  lo  charge  the  battery 
rtiih  his  squadron  of  dragoons.  This  was  gallantly 
and  eflectually  executed;  the  enemy  was  driven 
from  his  guns,  and  General  La  Vega,  who  remained 
alone  at  one  uf  the  balleties,  was  taken  prisoner 
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The  squadron,  which  suffered  much  in  this  charge, 
not  being  immeclialely  supported  by  infantry,  could 
not  retain  possession  of  the  artillery  taken,  but  it  was 
completely  silenced.  In  the  mean  lime  the  eighth 
infantry  had  been  ordered  up,  and  had  become 
warmly  eosjaged  on  the  right  of  the  road.  This 
regiment  and  a  part  of  the  fifth  were  now  ordered  to 
charge  Ihe  batteries,  which  was  handsomely  done, 
and  the  enemy  entirely  driven  from  his  artillery  and 
his  position  on  the  left  of  the  road. 

The  light  companies  of  the  first  brigade,  and  the 
third  and'fourth  regiments  of  infantry,  had  been  de- 
ployed on  the  right  of  the  road,  when,  at  various 
points,  they  became  briskly  engag.-d  with  the  enemy. 
A  small  party,  under  Captain  liuchanan  and  Lieu- 
tenants Wood  and  Mays,  fourth  infantry,  composed 
chiefly  of  men  of  that  regiment,  drove  the  enemy 
from  a  breastwork  which  he  occupied,  and  captured 
a  piece  of  arlillery.  An  attempt  to  recover  this 
piece  was  repul-ed  by  Captain  Barbour's  third  infan- 
try. The  enemy  was  at  last  completely  driven  from 
his  posiiion  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  retreated 
precipitately,  leaving  baggage  of  every  description. 
The  fourth  infantry  took  possession  of  a  camp  where 
the  head-iuarlers  of  the  Mexican  general-in  chief 
were  established.  All  his  official  correspondence 
was  captured  at  this  place. 

The  arlillery  battalion  (excepting  the  flank  com- 
panies) had  been  ordered  to  guard  the  baggage  tram, 
which  was  parked  some  distance  in  rear.  That  bat- 
talion was  now  ordered  up  lo  pursue  the  enemy,  and, 
with  the  3d  infantry,  Capt.  Ker's  dragoons,  and  Capt. 
Duncan's  battery,  followed  him  rapidly  lo  the  river, 
making  a  number  of  piisoners.  Great  numbers  of 
the  enemy  were  drowned  in  attempting  to  cross  the 
river  near  the  town.  The  corps  last  mentioned  en- 
camped near  the  river— Ihe  remainder  of  the  army 
on  the  field  of  battle. 

The  strength  uf  our  marching  force  on  this  day, 
as  exhitiled  in  the  annexed  field  report,  was  173  offi 
cers  and  2,U49  men— aggregate  2,2i!2.  The  actual 
number  engaged  with  the  enemy  did  not  exceed 
1,70U.  Our  loss  was  three  officers  killed,  thirty-six 
nien  killed  and  seventy-one  wounded.  Among  the 
ottieers  killed  I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  Lieut.  Inge, 
2d  dragoons,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  platoon 
while  gallantly  charging  the  enemy's  battery;  of 
Lieut.  Cochrane,  of  the  4lh,  and  Lieut.  Chadbourne, 
of  the  8lh  infantry,  who  likewise  met  their  death  in 
the  thickest  of  the  fight.  Tne  officers  wounded  were 
Lieut.  Col.  Payne,  inspeclor  general;  Lieut.  Dob- 
bins, 3d  infanlry,  serving  with  the  light  infantry  ad- 
■vance,  slightly;  Lieut.  Col,  IVlclnlosh,  5th  Infantry, 
severely,  twice;  Capt.  Hooe,  5lh  infanlry,  severely, 
(right  arm  since  amputated,)  Lieul.  Fowler,  5ih  in- 
lantry,  slighllj;  Capt.'  Montgomery,  8ih  infanlry, 
slightly;  Lieuts.  Gates  and  Jordan,  8ih  infantry,  se- 
verely, (each  twice,)  Lieuls.  Selden,  Maclay,  Bur- 
bank,  and  Morris,  8th  infantry,  slightly. 

I  have  no  accurate  dala  from  which  to  eslimate 
the  enemy's  force  on  this  day.  He  is  known  to  have 
been  reinforced  after  ihe  action  ol  the  8Lh,  both  b^ 
cavalry  and  infantry,  and  no  doubt  to  an  extent  equal 
to  his  loss  on  that  day.  It  is  probable  that  6,000 
men  were  opposed  to  us,  and  in  a  position  chosen  by 
themselves,  and  strongly  defended  with  artillery.— 
The  enemy's  loss  was  very  great.  Nearly  200  uf  his 
dead  were  buried  by  us  on  ihc  days  succeeding  the 
battle.  His  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded  and  missing, 
in  the  two  afl'airs  of  the  8ih  and  9lh,  is,  I  think,  mo- 
derately estimated  at  1,000  men. 

Our  victory  has  been  decisive.  A  small  force  has 
overcome  immense  odds  of  the  best  troops  that 
Mexico  can  furnish;  veteran  regiments  perfectly 
equipped  and  appointed.  Eight  pieces  of  artillery, 
several  colors  and  standards,  a  great  number  of  pri- 
soners, including  fourteen  officers,  and  a  large 
amount  of  baggage  and  public  properly,  have  fallen 
into  our  hands.  ,     ,   ,  ,      r        , 

The  causes  of  victory  are  doubtless  to  be  luuud 
in  the  superior  quality  of  our  officers  and  men.  1 
have  already,  in  former  reports,  paid  a  general  tri- 
bute to  the  admirable  conduct  of  the  troops  on  boih 
days.  It  now  becomes  my  duly,  and  I  feel  it  to  he 
one  of  great  delicacy,  lo  notice  individuals.  In  so 
extensive  a  tieUl  as  ttiat  of  the  8th,  and  in  the  dense 
cover  where  most  of  the  action  of  the  9ih  was 
fought,  1  could  not  possibly  be  witness  to  more  than 
a  small  portion  of  the  operations  of  the  various 
corps,  and  I  must  therefore  depend  upon  the  reports 
of  suborduiato  commanders,  which  1  respectfully  en- 
close horewilli. 

Col.  Twiggs,  the  second  in  command,  was  particu- 
larly active  on  both  days,  in  executing  my  orders 
and  diroclniK  ihc  operations  uf  the  right  wing. — 
Lieut.  Col.  Mcliilosh,  coiiiiuanding  the  5ih  infaiiUy; 
Lieul.  Col.  Garland,  commanding  the  third  brigade; 
Lieul.  Col.  Uclknup,  commanding  ihe  1st  brigade; 
Lieut.  Col.  Childs,  coinmanding  the  artillery  batla- 
lion;  Major  Allen;  Capls.  L.  N.  Morris,  and  Monl- 


gomory,  commanding  respectively  the  4th,  3d,  and 
Bih  regiments  of  infantry,  were  zealous  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties,  and  gave  examples  to  their 
commands  of  cool  and  fearless  conduct.  Lieut.  Col, 
Mcintosh  repulsed  with  his  regiment  a  charge  of 
lancers  in  the  actioti  of  Palo  Alto,  and  shared  with 
it  in  the  honors  and  dangers  of  the  following  day, 
being  twice  severely  wounded.  Lieut.  Col.  Belknap 
headed  a  charge  of  the  8ih  infantry,  which  resulted 
in  driving  the  enemy  from  his  guns,  and  leaving  us  in 
possession  of  that  part  of  the  field. 

Captain  Duncan  and  Lieul.  Ridgely  deserve  spe 
cial  notice  for  the  gallant  and  efficient  manner  in- 
which  they  mancEjvred  and  served  their  batteries. — 
The  impression  made  by  Captain  Duncan's  battery 
upon  the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy's  lino  at  the 
aliairof  Palo  Alto  contributed  largely  to  the  result 
of  the  day;  while  the  terrible  fire  kept  up  by  Lieut. 
Ridgely  in  the  affair  of  the  9lh  inflicted  heavy  losses 
upon  the  enemy.  The  18  pounder  battery,  which 
played  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  action  of  the  8ih, 
was  admirably  served  by  Lieut  Churchill,  3d  artil- 
lery, assisted  by  Lieul.  Wood,  topographical  en- 
gineers. The  charge  of  cavalry  against  the  enemy's 
batteries  on  the  9ih  was  gallantly  led  by  Captain 
May,  and  had  complete  success.  Captain  McCall, 
4ih  infantry,  rendered  distinguished  service  with  the 
advanced  corps  under  his  orders.  Its  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  will  show  how  closely  it  was  engaged. 
I  may  lake  this  occasion  to  say  that  in  two  former 
instances  Captain  MiCall  has  rendered  valuable  ser- 
vice as  a  partisan  officer.  In  this  connexion  1  would 
mention  the  services  of  Captain  Walker,  of  the  Tex- 
as rangers,  who  was  in  both  atiairs  with  his  compa- 
ny, and  who  has  performed  very  meritorious  services 
as  a  spy  and  partisan.  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders,  and  privates, 
who  were  distinguished  by  good  conduct  on  both 
days.  Instances  of  individual  gallantry  and  personal 
conflict  with  the  enemy  were  not  wanting  in  Ihe  af- 
fair of  the  9th,  but  cannot  find  place  in  a  general  re- 
port. The  officers  serving  in  the  staffs  of  the  dif- 
lerent  commanders  are  particularly  mentioned  by 
them. 


I  derived  efficient  aid  on  both  days  from  all  the 
officers  of  my  staS".  Captain  Bliss,  assistant  adjutant 
general;  Lieut.  Colonel  Payne,  inspeclor  general; 
Lieut.  Eaton,  A.  D.  C;  Capt.  VVaggaman,  commis- 
sary of  subsistence;  Lieut.  SoaviU,  engineer,  and 
Lieuts.  Blake  and  Meade,  topographical  engineers, 
promptly  conveyed  my  orders  lo  every  part  of  the 
field.  Lieut.  Colonel  Payne  was  wounded  in  the 
afiair  of  the  9th,  and  1  have  already  had  occasion 
lo  report  the  melancholy  death  of  Lieul.  Blake,  by 
accident,  in  the  interval  between  the  two  engage- 
ments. 

Major  Craig  and  Lieut.  Brereton,  of  the  ordnance 
department,  were  actively  engaged  in  their  appro- 
priate duties,  and  Surgeon  Craig,  medical  director, 
superintended  in  person  the  arduous  service  of  the 
held  hospitals.  1  take  this  occasion  to  mention  gen- 
erally the  devotion  to  duty  of  the  medical  staff  of 
the  army,  who  have  been  unliring  in  their  exertions, 
both  in  the  field  and  m  the  hospitals,  to  alleviate  the 
sufferin);s  of  the  wounded  of  both  armies.  Captains 
Grossman  and  Myers,  of  the  q  larter-master's  de- 
partment, who  ha(l  charge  of  the  heavy  supply  train 
at  both  engagements,  conducted  it  in  a  most  satisfac- 
tory manner,  and  filially  brought  it  up,  without  the 
smallest  loss,  to  its  destination. 

I  enclose  an  invenlory  of  the  Mexican  property 
captured  on  the  field,  and  also  a  sketch  of  the  field 
of  "Resaca  de  la  Palma,"  and  of  the  route  from 
Point  Isabel,  made  by  my  aid-de-camp,  Lieut.  Eaton- 
One  regimental  color  (battalion  of  Tampico)  and 
many  standards  and  guidons  of  cavalry  were  lakcn 
at  the  afl'air  of  the  9lh.  I  would  be  pleased  to  re 
ceive  your  instructions  as  lo  the  disposition  to  be 
made  of  these  trophies;  whether  they  shall  be  sent 
lo  Washington,  &c.  i  am,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  Z-    PAYLOH, 

Brevet  Brigndier  General,  U  S-  .'i  ,  Commanding. 
The  Adjotant  General,  o/  tlie  ^irinij,  (fus/iiiylon, 
D.  V. 


REPORT    FROM    COI..    TnTIQCS. 

lUadquarters,  right  wing,  ^riny  of  Occiyinfion, 

Cam;)  iieur  Matamoros,  Alay,  11,  1845. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  lollowing  re 
port  of  the  transactions  of  Ihc  dirterenl  corps  of  Ihe 
righl  wing  of  the  army,  under  my  command,  during 
the  actions  with  llie  enemy  on  the  8ih  and  9ih  in- 
stant. About  Si  P.  M.  on  the  8lh  we  found  ourselves 
al  the  Palo  Alio,  within  one  mile  of  the  chaparral 
which  borders  the  Rio  Grande  nine  miles  from  the 
river.  My  command  being  composed  of  Major  Ring- 
gold's company  of  light  artillery,  two  squadrons  of 
dragoons,  the  5lh  infantry,  and  the  3d  ami  4tb  infan- 
try, compobing  Ihe  third  brigade. 


The  enemy,  at  the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile 
opened  their  batteries  on  their  right,  which,  being 
immediately  responded  to  by  our  two  18  pounders, 
in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Churchill,  brought  on  the 
action  of  the  8th  instant.  Major  Ringgold's  battery 
was  ordered  lo  the  right  and  front  of  the  13  pound- 
ers, at  a  distance  of  about  seven  hundred  yards  from 
the  enemy,  when  the  battery  was  opened  with  great 
eflect,  as  was  shown  the  next  day  by  the  number  of 
the  enemy's  dead  found  along  his  line.  The  infanlry 
in  the  mean  lime  was  formed  in  the  rear  of  the  ar- 
lillery, receiving  with  the  greatest  possible  coolness 
the  enemy's  fire,  and  only  anxious  for  Ihe  order  to 
rush  in  and  participate  actively  in  the  affjir. 

A  regiment  of  the  enemy's  lancers  was  observed 
to  move  to  our  right,  apparently  to  gain  possession 
of  our  wagon  train,  a  few  hundred  yards  in  rear. — 
The  5lh  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  Major  Ringgold's 
artillery,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  R.  Ridgely, 
were  ordered  to  check  this  movement.  Having 
gained  ground  to  the  right,  some  four  or  five  hundred 
yards,  the  5th  was  formed  in  square  lo  receive  a 
charge  from  the  lancers,  who  advanced  to  within 
fifty  yards,  when  the  opposing  side  of  the  square 
fired  into  and  repulsed  Ibem,  having  received  in  the 
mean  time  several  irregular  discharges  from  the 
enemy.  The  lancers  reformed,  and  continued  their 
movement  lo  gel  in  rear  of  our  right  flank,  when  1 
ordered  the  3d  to  move  lo  the  right  and  rear,  around 
a  pond  of  water,  and  prevent  their  progress  in  that 
direction.  Seeing  their  movement  frustrated  in  this 
point,  the  lancers  commenced  a  retreat  in  good  or- 
der, marching  apparently  by  squadrons,  when  First 
Lieutenant  R.  Ridgely,  of  Major  Ringgold's  battery, 
assisted  by  Brevet  Second  Lieut.  French,  opened  a 
fire  on  them,  and  scattered  them  in  all  directions. — 
In  this  affair  the  enemy  lost  some  twenty-eighl  or 
thirty  men.  This  portion  of  the  right  wing  served 
in  about  this  position  until  the  close  of  tiie  action. — 
In  the  mean  time  Major  Ringgold,  with  the  remain- 
ing two  pieces  of  his  battery,  continued  to  play  on 
the  enemy  wilh  great  success.  The  gallant  major 
was  mortally  wounded  by  a  cannon  Dall  towards 
the  close  of  the  action,  and  his  horse  shot  under 
him  at  the  same  time.  The  army  and  the  country 
will  long  deplore  the  loss  of  so  brave  and  accomplish- 
ed an  officer. 

The  second  squadron  of  dr.igoons,  commanded  by 
Captain  May,  who,  during  the  day,  was  under  the 
immediate  orders  of  the  general  commanding,  being 
ordered  to  turn  if  possible  the  left  Dank  of  the  ene- 
my, the  4lh  infantry  was  ordered  to  support  him. — 
Having  advanced  in  our  right  and  front  some  four 
hundred  yards  under  a  very  severe  fire  from  two  of 
the  enemy's  batteries,  it  was  found  the  force  he  had 
lo  oppose  was  eight  or  nine  hundred  cavalry;  he  re- 
tired agreeably  to  his  orders,  and  the  4th  infantry 
was  accordingly  withdrawn.  In  this  operation  Cap- 
lain  May's  squadron  had  five  men  wounded  and  six 
horses  killed,  and  the  4th  infanlry  one  man  killed, 
one  officer  (Captain  Page)  morlally,  and  one  man 
severely  wounded.  Night  coming  on,  the  right  wing 
took  position  in  front  of  the  wagon  train,  and  slept 
on  iheir  arras  on  the  ground  first  occupied  by  the 
enemy.  The  perfect  coolntss  of  Lieutenant  Ridge- 
ly, and  the  great  precision  with  which  he  fired  his 
pieces,  whilst  acting  in  concert  wilh  the  5lh,  deserves 
notice,  the  last  and  most  eflective  shot  he  having 
aimed  himself. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9lh,  some  of  the  enemy 
being  discovered  in  the  edge  of  the  chaparral,  we 
advanced  the  5lh  Infantry  on  the  righl,  with  the  2i 
squadron  of  dragoons  in  front.  Major  Ringgold's 
battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Ridgely,  on  the 
left  of  the  5lh,  and  Ihe  3d  brigade  on  its  left.  On 
advancing,  the  enemy  having  retired,  we  entered 
the  chaparral  and  approached  to  wilhin  eight  hun- 
dred yards  of  Kesaea  de  la  Palma,  where  the  enemy 
had  taken  position  to  fight.  The  advance  guard 
having  kept  up  a  fire  till  our  arrival,  Lieutenant 
Hidgcly  was  ordered  in  front  of  the  5ih  with  his 
battery,  and  having  advanced  cautiously  to  within 
about  four  hundred  yards  of  their  battery  in  the 
road,  the  enemy  opened  on  him  wilh  grape.  Lieut. 
Ridgely  pushed  lurward  rapidly  about  100  >ardl 
further,  and  returned  their  fire  with  great  spirit  and 
success,  advancing  on  them  whenever  their  fire 
slackened.  At  limes  the  two  balleries  were  firing 
canister  at  each  oilier  when  nol  more  than  o'le  hun- 
dred yards  apart.  Having  advanced  in  ihis  manner 
about  five  hundred  yards,  Caplain  May's  squadron 
svas  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy's  guns.  Dashing 
forward  in  columns  of  fours,  (the  main  road  admit- 
ting of  no  other  lormation,)  the  squadron  charged 
across  the  ravine  through  seven  of  the  enemy's 
pieces,  driving  the  gunners  from  them;  Capl.  May, 
with  Lieulenants  Inge,  Stevens,  and  Sacketl,  and 
the  Isl  and  2d  platoons  of  the  squadron  charging  the 
guns  in  the  road  and  on  the  right  uf  it;  Captain 
Graham,  accompanied  by  Lioutenanls  WInship  and 
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Pleasamon,  with  the  3d  and  4lh  platoons,  leading 
tlie  charge  against  the  pieces  on  the  left  of  the  road 
in  Ihe  ravine.  Captain  Ma)  having  charged  through 
the  piercs  in  the  road,  rallied  some  six  men,  and 
charged  again  at  some  of  the  gunners  who  had  re- 
gained their  pieces,  and  drove  tliem  ofTand  took  Gen. 
Vega  prisoner.  In  the  charge  Lieut.  Inge  fell  at  the 
head  of  his  platoon,  whilst  leading  it  on  gallantly, 
having  passed  through  their  batteries.  Corporal  Mc- 
Cauley  was  taken  prisoner,  nine  privates  and  eigh- 
teen horses  v^'ere  killed,  Sergeant  Maley,  nine  pri- 
vates, and  ten  horses  wounded. 

The  4ih  infantry,  under  Ihe  command  of  Brevet 
M;ijor  Allen,  the  5lli,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col 
Mcintosh,  and  the  3d  commanded  by  Captain  L.  N. 
Morris,  retained  possession  of  the  enemy's  artillery, 
repulsing  at  different  times  largely   superior  p:irlie 


in  obedience  to  orders  received  yesterday,  when  the 
Bring  commenced,  the  4th  infantry  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road,  and  ad- 
vanced towards  the  point  where  the  firing  seemed 
most  lively.  After  rushing  on  for  some  short  dis- 
tance, it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  were  pour 
ing  in  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  ami  musketry  from  a 
small  breastwork  just  in  front,  defended  by  one  piece 
of  artillery  and  about  150  or  200  men.  Capt.  Bu- 
chanan, being  nearest  this  point,  and  finding  himself 
the  senior  officer,  collected  some  25  or  30  men  of 
the  regiment,  portions  of  his  own  company  and  com 
panics  D,  H,  and  K,  together  with  Lieutenants  Hay 


nEPORT    OF    CAPT.    L.    N.    MORRIS. 

Headquarlera  3d  infnnlry. 
Camp  on  batlUJicld,  nearMatamoros,  May  10,  llJ4C. 
Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  ohedieiire 
to  your  order,  immediately  before  the  iKitlle  of  llio 
9lh  instant  at  this  place,  1  deployed  the  3ii  infantry 
as  skirmijliers  on  the  fight  of  the  road,  the  left  rest- 
ing on  the  roail;  the  regiment  advanced  rapilly  to 
the  front;  and,  soon  after  the  firing  commenced,  I 
found  my  command  so  far  advanced  as  to  be  exposed 
to  a  cross  fire  Irom  our  own  and  the  enemy's  batte- 
ries, and,  in  consequence  ol  the  very  dense  chapar- 
al,  the    regiment  became   very  much  scattered.     I 


brought  to  bear  against  ihcni,  and  finally  brought  off  containing  the  headquarters  of  the  commanding  ge- 
the  pieces,  m.iking  several  prisoners  of  war.  After  neral  of  the  Mexican  army,  their  ammunilion,  some 
the   unsurpassed,    if  nut    the    unequalled,  cliarge  of    300  or    400    mules,    saddles,    and    every    variety    of 


nd  Woods,   charged   the    work*,  completely  routed  j  passed  an  order  down  the  line  for  the  ollicurs  to  col- 
Ihe  enemy,  and    captured   the  piece.     The  regiment 
still   continued   to  move  forward,  until    it   e.nerged 
from  the  thicket  into   the  main  camp  of  the  enemy. 


Captain  May's  squadron,  the  enemy  was  unable  t 
fire  a  piece.  In  this  affair,  Lieut.  Inge, 31  dragoons, 
and  Lieut.  Cochran,  4lh  inlantiy,  were  killed,  and 
Lieut  Col.  Mcintosh,  Captain  Hoe,  and  Lieuieiiant 
Dobbins  were  «ouiided.  I  would  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  commanrling  general  to  the  gal- 
land  conduct  of  Col.  Mcintosh,  5lh,  and  Col.  Gar- 
land, 4lh  infantry,  (commanding  the  3d  brigade,) 
Lieutenants  Ri'lgely,  Shover,  and  French,  3d  ailil- 
lerj,  Captains  May  and  Graham,  Lieutenants  Win- 
ship,  Stevens,  Pleasanlon,  and  Sackett,  2d  dra 
goons,  and  Captain  Buchanan,  Lieutenants  Hays 
and  Wood,  4tli  infantry,  &c.;  the  latter  two  hav- 
ing captured  a  piece  ol  artihery,  defended  by  one 
hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred,  with  but  a  few 
men. 

The  enemy  having  been  routed  with  great  loss, 
this  day's  action  closed  a  ith  much  honor  to  the  Ame- 
rican army,  spreading  terror  amongst  the  Mexican 
people.  In  this  action  every  officer  and  man  per- 
formed his  duty  most  gallantly. 

Ciptain  Arnold  and  Lieut.  McDonald,  2il  dra- 
goons, my  aids  on  the  8tn  and  9lh  instant,  perform- 
ed the  several  duties  assigned  them  with  prompt- 
ness, coolness,  and  courage.  They  accompanied 
me  during  the  w  hole  of  the  affairs,  except  when  de- 
tached carrying  orders.  The  detailed  account  of  the 
commanders  of  each  regiment  and  corps  is  herewith 
submitted. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
D.  K.  TIWGGS, 

Colonel  2d  dragoons,  commanding  right  wing  A.  O. 

Capt.  W,  W.  S.  Bliss,  Jissislant.  adj'l.  general, 

Wmhi/p/  Occupalion,  camp  near  JMalamoros, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  GARLAND. 

Baltlejieid,  near  Matamoros, 
Headquarlers  'Sd  Brigade,  May  11,  la4<> 

Colonel:  I  ha\e  the  honor  lo  enclose  herewith, 
for  the  inloi  malion  of  the  Commanding  General,  the 
reports  of  Capt.  Lewis  Morns,  of  the  3d,  and  Brevet 
Major  Allen,  of  the  4th  inlantrj,  giving  a  detailed 
account  ol  the  services  performed  by  Ihe  regiments 
under  their  respective  commands  in  the  actions  which 
took  place  on  the  8th  and  9th  instant. 

1  have  only  this  moment  received  these  reports, 
and,  as  1  am  under  orders  to  march  immediately 
with   my  brigade,  have    not   a    moment    to  add  any 


camp  equipage.     I  regret  extremely  to  announce  tlie 
death    of  Fust    Lieutenant    R.    K.  Cochrane,  of  my 


iect  all  the  men  they  could  and  bring  them  into  the 
engagement,  which  was  allogelhcr  on  the  left  ol  the 
road.  1  returned  myself  with  all  the  men  1  could 
collect,  turned  Duncan's  battery,  and  joined  in  the 
action  on  the  left  flank,  with  Lieutenants  J<>hiis,  Bee, 
Williamson,  and  Hatch,  3d  inlantrv;  Lieutenant  and 
Adjutant  Irons  passed  into  the  right  »  itli  a  lew  men 
and  joined  a  party  under  Captain  McCjII.      The  olfi- 


regimcnt,  who  fell  at  the  very  edge  of  the  camp,  |  cers  near  me  on  this  occasion  did  all  that  cuuld  be 
whilst  gallantly  leading  his  men  into  it.  The  nature 
of  the  chaparral  was  such,  that,  in  going  through 
it,  it  very  frequently  became  unavoidably  necessary 
to  divide  the  regiment  into  several  dclachmenls, 
each  of  which  met  the  enemy  at  different  points, 
and  always  put  him  to  flight.  1  cannot  pass  over  in 
silence  the  brave  and  distinguished  behavior  of 
Lieutenants  Hays  and  Woods,  as  well  as  that  of 
Sergeant  Major  Maloney  and  Corporals  Farrall  and 
McFarlin,  who,  whilst  their  gallant  commander, 
Captain  Buchanan,  was  briskly  engaged  in  driving 
back  the  infantry,  lushed  forward  willi  six  men  to 
the  cannon,  and  whilst  Lieut.  Hays  was  endeavoring 
to  dispatch  one  of  the  mules  attached  to  it,  Lieut 
Woods  sprung  to  the  handspikes,  turned  the  piece  in 
such  a  direction  as  to  luck  one  of  the  wheels  against 
a  tree,  and  thereby  prevented  its  being  moved,  and 
succeeded  in  defending  and  securing  it.  The  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men  on  this  day,  as  well  as 
on  the  8lh,  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the  Ameri- 
can soldier.  On  the  8lh  Capt,  Page  was  severely,  if 
not  mortally  wounded,  and  one  man  killed  and  one 
wounded.  On  the  9lh,  First  Lieut.  R  E.  Cochrane 
and  three  men  were  killed;  Lieutenants  Walleii  and 
Hays  and  six  men  wounded — Lieuts.  Walleii  and 
Hjys  very  slightly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GKO.  W.  ALLICN, 
Brevet  Major  commtnidiiig  4lh  ivfantry. 

To  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Garland 

Cortiiimiirfiiig  3d  Brigade. 

P.  S. — For  further   particulars   you    are  referred 
to  the  accompanying  report  of  Capt.  Buchanan 

G.   W.  A. 


desired  of  gallant  soldiers:  they  directed  llie  men 
with  coolness,  judgment,  and  activity:  the  soldiers 
too,  about  thirty  in  the  detachment,  did  tln'iiiselves 
creat  credit.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  give  a  more  full 
account  of  what  the  regiment  accom|ilijhed.  As 
staled  belore,  it  became  scaltc  red  and  each  oflicer 
was  compelled  to  act  independently.  Some  few 
have  to  regret  that  they  could  not  find  their  way  out 
of  the  chaparral  in  time  to  join  in  the  batilf.  Cap- 
tain Barbour  did  good  service  «  ith  his  dchichmcnt, 
by  driving  back  a  body  ol  cavalry  attempting  to  re- 
cover a  piece  of  artillery  taken  by  some  offi  -ers  and 
men  of  the  4lh  infantry.  1  must  not  omit  to  notice 
in  this  report  the  conduct  of  Corporal  O'Sullivan, 
of  company  E.  3d  infantry,  who  fired  at  a  body  of 
the  enemy  and  immediately  rushed  in  upon  them  and 
seized  a  lieutenant  by  the  collar,  disarmed  him,  and 
delivered  him  a  prisoner  to  Lieutenant  Graliam. — 
He  afterwards  went  with  a  party  under  Sergeant 
Kendall,  of  F  company,  3d  inlantry,  captured  a  gun 
from  the  enemy,  rolled  it  out  into  the  road,  and 
turned  it  over  to  an  olBier  of  the  5lli  infantry. — 
There  were  many  other  acts  of  individual  during; 
but,  where  all  behaved  well,  it  is  deemed  unnecessa- 
ry to  multiply  instances. 

I  have  the    honor   to   be,  very    respectfully,  your 
b'tserv't,  L.  N.  MORBIS, 

Captain  lid  infantry,  coniniandiug  regiment. 
Lieul.  CjI.  J   Garland, 

Commanding  3d  Brigade  %^Jrniy  of  Occupation. 


I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  expressing  my 
warmest  thanks  to  the  adjutant  of  the  4lti  infantry, 
Lieut.  A.  H.'Skins,  far  his  coolness  and  gallantry  and 
efficient  assistance  throughout  the  whole  of  both  af- 
fairs. GEO.  W.  ALLEN. 
Brevet  Major  commanding  ilk  infantry 

report  of  CAPT.  ROBT.  C.  BUCHANAN 

Camp  on  tlie  balltefield.  May  10,  1S45. 
„       .  Sir:  In  compliance  with  your   request,  I  have  the 

thing  to  thein  if  1  were  disposed  to  do  so.  Both  of  |,o„or  to  report  that,  in  the  deployment  of  the  4tli 
these  regimental  commanders  used  every  ettort  to  infantry,  I  luund  myself  in  command  of  companies 
meet  the  enemy  and  to  overcome  him.  It  was  plea-  of  jj_  £)_  and  k,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  as  we  en 
ing  to  me  to  witness  the  gallant  rivalry  between  ]  lered,  and,  having  been  ordered  to  cross  to  the  right 
the  two  corps;  they  shared  liberally  in  the  dangers  ]  a„j  advance,  did  so.  After  crossing  the  pond  1  had 
and  exertions  which  brought  about  our  signal  success.  I  ^^jtj,  ir,e  Lieutenants  Hays  and  Woods,  and  al  out 
I  witnessed  with  great  satisfaction,  m  a  dense  cha-  j  ivten\y  men  of  ditlerent  regiments,  mostly,  however, 
parral,  Capt.  Moirison,  of  the  4iti,  overcoming  ob  Lf  the  4th.  Upon  deploying  my  men  on  the  crest 
stacles,  which  I  believed  insurmountable,  in  order  to  ^f  the  hill,  I  discovered  one  of  the  enemy's  pieces 
reach  the  enemy.  about   fitly   yards   in  front,  which    was  delended  by 

Of  Capt.  McCall,  4lh  infantry,  whose  merits  are  Uboul  150  inlantry.  1  charged  and  took  ihe  piece, 
fully  appreciated  by  the  commanding  general,  I  can  ^„j  aUenipted  to  spike  il,  but,  not  being  able  to  do 
make  no  remark,  as  he  was  dei-icheU  with  a  separate  30^  took  it  back  to  a  place  of  safely.  The  enemy 
command  under  the  special  instructions  of  the  gene-  had  a  breaslwoik  in  my  rear,  and  opened  a  heavy 
ral  himself.  fire  on  me,  when,  with    about   ten    men,  I  dislodged 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  speak  in  terms  of  [  !,,„,_  anj  drove  him  across  the  road.  Too  much 
high  approbation  of  the  efficient  services  of  my  pnn- !  credit  cannot   be   given    to   Lieutenants   Hajs  and 


REPORT    OF    MAJOR    T.  STANIFORD. 

Headquarters  ilh  infanl\  y. 
Camp  on  the  field  of  buttle,  May  10,  1816. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  1  have  the  honor 
to  report  thai,  in  the  action  of  Palo  Alto,  on  the  8ih 
instant,  the  6ih  infantry  was  pljccd  on  the  extreme 
right  of  our  line.  Alter  su^tainiiig  the  cannonade 
of  the  enemy  for  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  turn  the  left  Hank  of 
the  enemy,  and  >vas  detached  for  that  purpose,  ad- 
vancing nearly  half  a  mile  to  the  right  and  tVonl; 
the  cavalry  of  the  .Mexicans,  with  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery in  view,  extending  themselves,  apparently  for 
the  purpose  of  outflanking  us.  On  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  the  regiment  was 
thrown  inlo  square,  with  Captain  Walker,  of  the 
Texas  Rangers,  and  twenty  mounted  men  on  our 
right.  The  enemy  commenced  an  irregular  fire 
upon  our  square  as  they  advanced,  woumliiig  three 
or  four  ol  our  men,  and  continued  to  do  so  until 
within  abont  fifty  yards,  when  our  fire  was  deliver- 
ed from  one  front  ol  tne  square,  killing  several  men 
and  horses  and  causing  the  enemy  to  retire.  Our 
fire  was  lollowed  by  the  rifles  of  the  mounted  men. 
At  this  moment  Lieutenant  Ridgely,  with  two  pieces 
of  his  battery,  came  to  our  support,  and  poured  in  a 
destructive  fire  of  giape  and  canister  on  the  enemy, 
now  in  full  retreat  towards  his  right.  The  regiment 
remained  on  this  ground  for  about  half  an  hour, 
when  we  were  ordered  to  take  posilion  on  the  right 
of  the  new  line,  which    had   been  formed  by  Ihr 


c.Pal  staff  officer,   Lieutenant    Seaman,  of  the    4lh  |  yVoods,  of  the  4lh.     They  v^eieamong  the  very  first    °V'„^w^n'i;';  rVii' ,l  ""^'^  lJ>  """'V 

inlantry.    Brigade  Major  Lieut.  G.  O.  Haller,  A.  C.  |  ^^  reach  the  piece,  and  to  them  belongs  the  credit  of  |   "«  V/n.    ?.      v    ^     '         ■  "^>      ?"".?    ?^1'"^"' 

S    also  rendered  me  valuable  service  during  the  two  :  ,,,  capture.     Whilst  1   was   engaged    in  driving  the  |  ';i:re:e  rSd  *;   'seveie   l"e   Froiir  it  eii'^my^ 


actions. 

Most  respectfully,  I  am,  Colonel,  your  ob'l  serv'l, 
JOHiN   GARLAND, 
/,i(u(.  Coi.  4(/iiii/.,  commondiiig  2ii  brigade. 
Col.   U.   E.  Twiggs,  aj  dragoons, 

coiiiNianiiing  right  wing  .irniy  of  Occupation. 

REPORT    OF    MAJOR    ALLE.N. 

Jieadquaittrs  Fouilh  Infantry, 
Camp  on  the  batll.field,  May  10,  1846. 
Sir:  1  have  ihe  honor   to  report    lor  the  mloruia 
lion  of  the  coluuel  commaDdlng  the  3d  brigade  that, 


emy  from  his  breaslwoik,  tl 
I  mui,  repulsed  a  party  that  charged  them  in  order  to 
I  recapture  the  piece.  1  cannot  refrain  Irom  calling 
I  your  attention  to  Sergeant  Major  Maloiie_y  and  Ct- 
I  poral  Farrell,  who  behaved  with  remarkable  coolness 
land  gallantry.  E^ery  body  did  his  duly  nobly,  as 
becomes  American  soldiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  ob't  servant, 

RUUERP  C.  BUCHANAN, 

Captain  illi  infantry. 


.1.  ih  II  '  "'-'*'   "*'   iL,.-tii,cu     a     ac»cic     liio     iiuiii     iiic  enemy  S 

I  .KoT'.".  "i..-^,',"!!  t"^"*^'''".  »'0''i''li"S  a  corporal  of  Ihe  color  com- 
pany and  the  color  sergeant  siighlly.  As  it  was  now 
near  nighl,  we  were  ordered  up  fur  the  protection  of 
the  train;  the  cannonading  from  bulli  sides  ceasing 
at  daik. 

In  the  battle  of  the  9th,  Ihe  5lh  being  in  advanc^ 
and  the  enemy  being  discovered  in  Iront,  the  regi- 
ment was  ordered  into  the  chaparral  on  the  left  of 
the  road,  and  directed  to  advance  as  skirmishers  and 
push  for   the   enemy.     The   chaparral    at   first  was 


To  Maj.  G.  W.  Allen, commanding  4th  infantry,  (dense  and  almost  impassable;  consequently  the  re 
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cimeni  became  much  separated  and  extended,  ren- 
dering it  impossible  to  advance  with  much  regulari- 
ty A  severe  cannonadin;^  from  both  sides  now  be- 
gan min-led  with  a  tremendous  fire  of  musketry  — 
In  a  few  moments  the  order  was  given  to  charge  the 
enemy's  batteries;  which  was  promplly  done  by  ca- 
valry and  infantry,  and  the  enemy's  guns  were  all 
captured.  In  this  brilliant  exploit  the  5th  bore  a 
conspicuous  part,  a  portion  of  the  regiment  success- 
fully resisting  the  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  recap- 
ture those  guns  on  the  right  of  his  battery;  the  re- 
mainder uf  the  regiment  being  extended  towards  the 
right  and  mingling  in  the  severe  and  close  engage 
ment  which  was  there  going  on,  and  was  so  glorious- 
ly terminated. 

During  the  action  of  this  day,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
IWclntosh  and  Capt.  Hooe  were  severely  and  Lieut. 
Fowler  slightly  wounded;  loss  of  the  rank  and  file, 
nine  killed  and  twenty-five  wounded;  many  of  them 

In  conclusion,  1  will  only  add,  that  all,  both  offi- 
cers and  men,  did  their  duty  in  a  most  gallant  man- 
ner, determined  lo  conquer  the  enemy  or  perish  in 
Ihe  conflict. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
ob'tserv't,  T.  STANIKORD, 

Major  5tli  inf;  caminanding  rtgiment. 
Col.  D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Commd'g.  rigkt  wing  .irmy  of  Occvpntion. 


havior  of  my  non  commissioned  officers  and  men 
generally;  and  respectfully  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  higher  authorities  lo  the  fact  that  the 
officers  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  engage- 
ment, and  always  when  closely  pressed,  had  to  per- 
f  irm  the  duties  of  not  only  one  but  two  cannoniers, 
handling  their  own  shot  and  firing  their  own  pieces, 
in  consequence  of  the  very  limited   number  of  men. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I  am  proud  to  stale  that  until 
the  enemv's  artillery  was  taken  and  they  completely 
routed,  no  other  artillery  was  required,  or  at  least 
used,  but  the  battery  I   have  the  honor  to  command. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
RANDOLPH  RIDGELY, 
ls(  lieut.  3d  art'y,  comm'g  light  company  C. 


REPORT    OF    LIEUT.    RIDGELV. 

Camp  near  Malamoros,  May  10,  1816. 
S,R_In  compliance  with  your  directions  I  have 
the  honor  to  repori  that  the  company  which  I  now 
have  the  honor  lo  command  took  up  its  position  in 
the  line  of  battle  about  3  o'clock  P.  M.  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  8ih,  at  distance  of  about  800  yards  from 
Ihe  enemy's  line.  Afler  receiving  a  few  rounds  of 
artillery,  we  advanced  about  lUO  yards,  where  we 
openi-d  our  battery  with  considerable  executi' 
proved  the  next  day;  but  in  consequence  of  their 
making  a  flank  movement  lo  our  right,  I  was  delaeh- 
ed  with  two  pieces  to  operate  with  the  5th  infantry, 
who  had  been  sent  forward  to  oppose  the  movement. 
My  section  had  already  lost  one  man  and  two  horses 
badly  wounded.  As  1  was  taking  position  on  the 
right  of  the  5th,  who  were  in  square,  they  fired  a 
volley  from  one  of  its  faces  on  the  enemy,  whose  ca- 
valry had  charged.  1  at  once  unlimbered  and  com- 
menced firing.  Very  shortly  I  saw  their  artillery 
and  cavalry,  which  latifr  was  in  large  forre,  retir- 
ing. 1  am  happy  lo  state  our  fire  proved  effective, 
and  the  movement  was  frustrated.  Brevet  second 
lieutenant  French  had  the  immediate  charge  of 
one  uf  the  pieces.  We  continued  changing  position 
Irom  point  to  point  until  dark,  when  we  encamped. 
1  then  learned  thai  brevet  major  Ringgold,  who  had 
been  with  the  otner  section,  had  been  badly  wound- 
ed. The  section  was  brought  up  by  lieut.  Shover, 
who  had  kept  it  actively  employed  during  the  entire 
allernoon. 

The  following  morning,  about  noon,  I  took  my 
position  in  rear  of  the  5lh  infantry  on  our  way  to 
Malamoros,  marching  in  column  of  sccUons  whenever 
practicable.  After  having  advanced  uboul  five  miles, 
1  was  ordered  to  Ihe  Ironl  with  my  hatlery,  and  was 
there  informed  the  enemy  were  immediately  in  our 
Irunt,  occupying  the  road  with  their  artillery.  Capl. 
Walker,  ol  the  Texas  Rangers,  was  senl  to  point  out 
lo  me  Uieir  exact  position.  Afler  moving  very  cau- 
tiously for  a  short  distance,  I  discovered  them  about 
400  yards  in  advance,  in  tlierond,  and  almost  instant- 
ly their  artillery  opened.  1  moved  rapidly  to  the 
front  for  about  100  yards  and  returned  their  fire, 
winch  w:!s  kepi  up  very  spiritedly  on  bolli  sides  for 
some  lime,  Iheir  grape-shot  passing  through  our  bat- 
tery in  eveiy  direction.  So  soon  as  it  slacktneil,  1 
limbered  up  and  moved  rapidly  forward,  never 
unlinihering  unless  seeing  them  in  froni,  or  perceiv- 
ing from  the  lire  of  Iheir  infantry  Ihoy  were  on  my 
flanks.  Frequently  the  several  pieces  fired  canister 
on  them  wliun  nol  over  100  or  150  yards.  After 
having  advanced  in  tins  maiiiior  for  about  500  yards, 
Captain  May,  2d  dragoons,  rode  up  and  said,  "Where 
are  llicy?  1  am  going  lo  charge."  1  gave  them  a 
volley,  and  he  most  gallantly  dashed  forward  in  "co- 
lumn of  fours"  at  the  head  of  liis  squadron;  1  follow- 
ed as  quickly  as  possible  at  a  gallop,  only  halting 
when  I  came  upon  Ihe  edge  of  a  ravine,  where  1 
found  Ihiee  pieeca  ol  artillery,  but  no  cimiioiiifrs; 
however,  their  infantry  poured  into  me  a  most  gall- 
ing fire  at  irom  25  lo  50  paces;  and  here  ensued  a 
moil  desper.ile  struggle,  but,  our  infantry  coining  up, 
they  were  completely  routed.  Their  cavalry  coming 
so  near  thai  1  once  cut  al  ihein  sviih  my  sabre,  1  did 
not  advance  as  rapidly  as  1  desired,  as  1  perceived  I 
was  not  iii  (imes  supported  by  Ihe  infantry,  it  being 
impossible  for  them  lo  gel  Ihiough  the  cliaparial. 

1    cannot,   sir,    spcalt    in    too    high   terms   of  the 
gallanli  J  and  coolutia   of   tnj  olHecrs,  and  Ihu  be- 


REPORT    OF  CAPTAIN  MAT. 

Dragoon  camp,  Resrica  de  la  Palma, 

On  the  Battle  Ground  May  10,  1846. 
g,R_Having  been  detached  from  the  headquarters 
of  my  regiment  with  my  squadron,  and  acting  under 
the  immediate  orders  of  the  commanding  general 
during  the  actions  of  the  8lh  and  Olh  instant,  it  be- 
comes my  duly  to  repori  the  services  which  the 
squadron  1  had  the  honor  to  command  rendered  dur- 
ing those  actions. 

You  are  aware  that  my  first  orders  on  the  8lh 
were  lo  strengthen  the  left  flank  of  the  army,  and 
sustain  lieutenant  Duncan's  battery:  in  this  position 
1  lost  two  horses  killed  and  two  wounded. 

About  half  an  hour  before  sunset  1  received  orders 
to  proceed  lo  the  enemy's  left  flank  and  drive  in  his 
cavalry.  In  execution  of  these  orders,  and  while 
passing  the  general  and  his  staff,  the  enemy  concen- 
Iraled  the  fire  from  their  batteries  upon  us,  killing 
six  of  my  horses,  and  woundm.;  five  men.  I  succeed- 
ed in  gaining  a  position  on  the  enemy's  left  with  a 
view  of  charging  his  cavalry,  but  lound  him  in  such 
force  as  to  render  ineffectual  a  charge  from  my  small 
command,  and  therefore  returned,  in  obedience  to 
my  instructions,  lo  my  first  position,  where  I  re- 
mained until  the  close  of  the  action,  which  terminat- 
ed very  shortly  afterwards.  Thus  ended  the  service 
of  my  squadron  on  the  8lh  instant. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  my  squadron  was  ac- 
tively employed  in  recnnnoilerin:;  the  chaparral  in 
advance  of  I'lc  field  ol'  the  8th,  and  en  the  advance 
of  the  army  I  took  my  position  as  the  advance  guard. 
When  about  half  a  mile  from  the  position  which  the 
enemy  were  reported  lo  have  taken,  I  was  ordered 
to  hall  and  allow  the  artillery  and  infantry  to  pass, 
and  awail  further  orders.  I  remained  in  this  posi- 
tion about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  when  1  receiv- 
ed orders  to  report  with  my  squadron  lo  Ihe  general. 
I  did  so,  and  was  ordered  by  the  gencul  to  charge 
the  enemy's  batteries,  and  drive  thera  from  their 
pieces,  which  was  rapidly  executed,  with  loss  of 
lieut.  Inge,  seven  privates,  and  eighteen  horses  kill- 
ed, and  sergeant  Muley,  nine  privates  and  ten  horses 
wounded.  Lieut.  Sackelt  and  sergeant  Story,  in  the 
from  by  my  side,  had  Iheir  horses  killed  under  them, 
and  lieut.  Inge  was  gallantly  leading  his  platoon  when 
he  fell.  We  charged  entirely  through  the  enemy's 
batteries  of  seven  pieces— captain  Graham,  accom- 
panied by  lieuts.  VV'inship  and  Pleasonton,  leading 
the  charge  against  the  pieces  on  Ihe  left  of  the  road, 
and  myself,  accompanied  by  lieuts  Inge,  Stevens 
and  Sackctl,  those  on  the  direct  road,  and  gained 
the  rising  ground  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ravine. 
The  charge  was  made  under  a  heavy  fire  of  the  ene- 
my's batteries,  which  accounls  for  ray  great  loss. — 
After  gaining  the  rising  ground  in  the  rear  I  could 
rally  but  six  men,  and  with  these  1  charged  their 
gunners,  who  had  regained  their  pieces,  drove  them 
oH,  and  took  piisoner  general  Vega,  whom  I  found 
gallantly  fighting  in  person  at  his  batlery.  I  ordered 
him  to  surrender,  and  on  recognising  me  as 
ficer  he  handed   me  his  sword. 

I  brought  him  under  a  heavy  fire  of  their  iufantrj 
lo  our  linos,  accouipanie*!  by  lieut  Sieveas  and  a 
sergeant  of  joy  squaurou.  1  then  directed  lieutenant 
Stevens  to  conduct  him  in  safely  to  our  rear,  and 
presented  his  sword  to  Iho  commanding  general. 

From  this  lime  until  llio  enemy  «ere  routed,  I 
was  engaged  in  collecting  my  men,  who  had  become 
scattered  in  our  lines.  1  succeeded  m  assembling 
halt  of  my  squadron,  and  joined  the  army  in  pursuit 
of  the  enemy,  until  he  crossed  the  Rio  Grande,  from 
which  1  lelurned  lo  camp. 

1  cannot  speak  in  terms  of  suRicient  praise  of  the 
steadiness  and  gallantry  of  the  officers  and  n,en  of 
my  eoniniand.  They  all  behaved  with  that  spirit  of 
courage  and  noble  daring  which  disiinguished  the 
whole  aimy  in  this  memorable  action,  and  achieved 
the  most  bi  illiant  victory  of  the  age. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  C.  A.  MAY, 

Capl.  2d  Dragoons  coimilandiiig  "Jii  squadron. 
Licit.  McDonald,  adj'l,  2d  Drogoons. 


an  of- 


REPORT    OF    LTEUT.     COL.     BELKNAP    TO    GEN.    TAYLOR. 

Head  quarters  First  Brigade, 
Camp  near  Malamoros,  May  15,  1846. 
SiR_ln  submitting  an  official  repori  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  first  brigaile  in  the  actions  of  the  8lh  and 
9th  of  May,  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  I 
feel  a  degree  of  delicacy  in  the  task  from  my  humble 
rank  in  comparison  with  the  importance  and  magni- 
tude of  my  command,  and  lesl  1  shall  be  unable  lo  do 
full  justice  to  the  admirable  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  men  who  served  under  my  orders. 

On  first  meeting  the  enemy  I  received  your  order 
lo  form  on  the  left,  with  instructions  lo  move  into 
the  chaparral  and  allow  the  men  to  refresh  them- 
selves by  getting  water.  Perceiving  ii  a  few  mo- 
ments tliat  the  enemy  were  advancing,  and  not  knovir- 
ing  precisely,  being  on  the  left  of  the  line,  where 
water  was  to  be  obtained,  I  directed  the  men  to  re- 
main in  the  ranks.  The  enemy  shortly  after  having 
halted,  and  your  instructious  for  the  refreshment  of 
the  men  having  been  repealed,  they  proceeded  to 
gel  water,  and  immediately  fell  in  prepared  and 
eager  for  action.  The  brigade  was  then  ordered  to 
advance  in  column  on  the  left  of  the  army,  the  bat- 
talion of  artillery  under  command  of  lieut.  colonel 
Childs,  on  the  right,  the  eighth  regiment  of  infantry 
commanded  by  captain  Montgomery,  on  the  left,  and 
captain  Duncan's  battery  in  the  centre.  The  army 
then  having  been  ordered  to  advance,  the  brigade 
moved  in  this  order  until  the  enemy  opened  his  bat- 
teries. When  the  brigade  was  halted,  capt.  Duncan's 
batlery  advanced  about  two  hundred  yards  and  com- 
menced a  most  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy.  This 
disposition  was  maintained  for  about  two  hours, 
when  the  enemy's  fire  slackened  and  finally  ceased. 
Nothing  could  surpass  the  coolness  and  steadiness  of 
the  command  while  thus  exposed  to  a  galling  fire, 
receiving  as  they  did  the  heavy  discharges  of  the 
enemy's  well  aimed  artillery  without  the  power  of 
defending  themselves. 

In  a  short  time  after  the  firing  ceased  the  army 
was  ordered  to  advance  and  lake  position  somewhat 
nearer  Ihe  enemy;  the  battalion  of  artillery  taking 
post  in  rear  and  to  the  right  of  the  two  eighteen 
pounders,  capl.  Duncan's  artillery  onUheir  left,  and 
the  eighth  infantry  on  the  lefl  and  lo  the  rear  of  his 
battery.  At  this  moment  captain  Duncan,  with  his 
usual  quickness  of  preception,  dicovered  and  com- 
municated to  me  Ihe  fact  that  the  enemy  was  moving 
the  entire  cavalry  and  infantry  force  of  his  right 
wing  upon  our  train  in  rear  of  the  left  of  our  line  of 
battle,  and  that  his  battery  could  produce  a  more  de- 
structive ctt'ect  upon  the  enemy  by  taking  position 
further  to  the  left.  I  ordered  him  to  proceed  to  the 
threatened  point  with  all  possible  despatch,  and  hold 
the  enemy  in  check  till  the  eighth  infantry  could 
come  up  lo  his  support.  The  battery  dashed  back  lo 
the  left  flank  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  engaged 
him  within  point  blank  range  of  his  small  guns.  So 
sudden  and  unexpected  was  this  movement  to  the 
enemy,  who  a  momenl  before  saw  this  battery  dis- 
appear in  the  opposite  direction  behind  the  smoke  of 
the  burning  prairie,  that  his  whole  column  of  cavalry 
pulled  up  to  a  hall  before  a  shot  had  been  fired  or 
the  guns  unlimbered.  A  strong  body  of  the  enemy's 
infantry  supported  by  two  squadrons  of  cavalry,  de- 
bouched from  the  extreme  right  point  of  the  chapar- 
ral, and  moved  steadily  forward  to  the  attack;  one 
section  of  the  battery  opened  upon  them  with  round 
sliol,  shells,  and  spherical  case,  so  well  directed  that 
the  whole  advance,  horse  and  foot,  fell  back  in  dis- 
order lo  the  bushes;  the  other  section  played  in  the 
mean  time  upon  the  masses  of  cavalry  that  had  halt- 
ed al  the  sight  of  the  guns  before  mentioned.  Al- 
though these  shot  were  well  directed,  and  each  made 
an  opening  through  an  entire  squadron,  this  part  of 
the  enemy's  line  stood  unshaken. 

The  column  of  cavalry  and  infantry  driven  back 
in  inecnaparral  by  the  other  section,  re-formed  there 
and  moved  lurward  a  second  time  lo  the  itttck 
with  great  regularity.  After  they  advanced  about 
one  hundred  yards  from  the  chaparral,  the  section 
before  ordered  to  drive  them  back  again  opened, 
and  drove  thein  with  even  greater  success  than  be- 
fore. They  fell  back  pell  mell  to  the  bushes  aud  com- 
menced their  retreat;  their  supporting  cavalry  aban- 
doned them,  rushed  back  upon  the  head  of  the  co- 
lumns that  had  before  withstood  our  shot,  and  a 
flight  commenced.  Squadron  alter  squadron  took  it 
up,  and  the  entire  riglit  wing  of  the  army  was  in 
lull  retreat.  Both  sections  were  now  brought  to  bear 
upon  Die  enemy's  broken  and  flying  columns,  and  a 
brisk  and  destructive  firo  kept  up  till  they  disap- 
peared in  the  chaparral,  or  darkness  put  an  end  to 
the  bailie. 

When  this  battery  first  reached  its  position  on  the 
left,  and  before  the  infantry  could  arrive  lor  its  sup- 
port, captain  Ker,  of  the  2d  dragoons,  who  had  been 
ducclcd   with  his  squadron  to  guard  the  baggage 
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train,  with  a  promptness  and  eagerness  worthy  of 
all  praise,  offered  to  repel  anj  alteinpt  of  the  enemy 
to  assail  the  latur  on  its  left. 

During  the  absence  of  the  8th  infantry  on  the  left 
the  commander  of  the  artillery  battalion  vigorously 
and  successfully  repelled  a  desperate  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  to  carry  the  18-pounders,  by 
promptly  forming  square  and  arresting  the  charge  of 
cavalry.  While  in  this  position  he  received  a  fire 
from  the  line  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  which  was 
quickly  returned.  He  then  encamped  on  his  own 
ground;  at  this  time  the  brigade  was  re-united  near 
the  13-pounder  battery,  and  bivouacked  in  front  of 
the  army. 

On  the  morninj  of  Ihe  9th  we  were  instructed  to 
assume  the  same  order  and  advance  upon  the  enemy, 
he  having  in  the  nighl  and  early  in  the  morning  re- 
tired. The  brigade  advanced  across  the  plain  aud 
took  possession  in  the  chaparral,  where  we  halted 
for  several  hours  wailing  inslruciions,  and  burying 
in  the  mean  time  eleven  of  Uie  enemy's  dead  that 
were  there  found  terribly  mangled.  The  army  hav- 
ing been  put  in  march  in  the  afternoon,  ihe  bri- 
gade was  ordered  to  halt,  as  a  reserve  when  about 
a  mile  of  the  enemy's  position.  In  a  few  minutes, 
the  firing  having  commenced  in  front,  I  received 
orders  to  move  up  Duncan's  battery  and  one  ballalion 
of  infantry,  the  battery  and  Ihe  yth  regiment  were 
immediately  put  in  motion,  the  latter  in  double  quick 
time. 

On  arriving  at  the  scene  of  action,  the   8th  regi- 
ment charged  the  enemy  on  the  right  of  the  road  and 
drove  him  from  his  position.     At  this  moment  capl. 
May,  of  the  2d  drngoons,  informed  me   that  he  had 
charged  and  carried  one   of  llie  enemy's  batteries, 
but,  being  unsupported,  was  unable  to  maintain  it  — 
1  immediately  ordered    the   8lh    infantry  to  form   in  j 
the  road,  when  it  was  led  lo  a  charge  upon  the  bat- 1 
tery,  a  part  of  which  had   as   reported,  been  retaken 
by  the  enemy.     This  movement  was  executed  with 
the  greatest  celerity,  and  the  battery  secured.     The 
regiment  then  charged  upon    the  ravine  and  across ; 
the  small   prairie   amidst   a  sheet   of   fire   from  the  1 
front  and  right,  drove  the  supporting  column  before 
it,  destroying  the  enemy  in  vast  numbers,  they   hav-  i 
ing  maintained  a  most  determined  and   obstinate  re- 1 
sistance  until   finally  repulsed   and  driven    from  the  | 
field.    Captain   Montgomory  with   his  regiment  pur- 
sued vigorously  into  Ihe  chaparral  on  the   opposite 
side  of  the  ravine,  until,  from  the  rapid  flight  of  Ihe 
enemy,  further  pursuit  was  useless.  The  conflict  was 
short:  the  result  shows  the  severity. 

At  the  head  of  the  ravine,  I  met  with  capl.  Mc- 
Call,  4th  infantry,  who,  in  command  of  Ihe  advance, 
had  gallantly  brought  on  the  action,  and  poured  a 
most  destructive  and  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  upon 
the  enemy. 

After  the  commencement  of  the  action,  on  ad- 
vancing with  tlie  8th  inlanlry  and  the  battery  of  ar- 
tillery, I  ordered  lieutenant  colonel  Childs  to  re- 
main with  his  ballalion  as  a  reserve.  It  is  due  lo 
col.  Childs  to  state  that  he  was  desirojs  Ihat  his  bat- 
talion should  be  selected  to  advance  into  tiie  aciion 
instead  of  the  8lh  regiment.  He  soon  aller  receiied 
orders  Irom  Ihc  commaiiding  general  to  advance. — 
He  obeyed  and  rapidly  pursued  Ihe  enemy  to  the 
Kio  Grande,  where,  haiing  thrown  out  [nckels,  he 
captured  one  captain  and  twelve  privates  during  the 
enemy's  flight. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy's  batteries  were  carried  and 
his  infantry  began  lo  give  ground,  captain  Duncan 
was  ordered  lu  cross  ihe  ravine  and  take  up  a  new 
position,  that  previously  occupied  reiideied  it  im- 
possible for  him  lo  assail  the  enemy  without  galling 
our  own  Iroops.  'I'his  was  done  and  llie  enemy  vigo- 
rously pursued,  a  few  well-directed  shots  from  our 
batteries  driving  him  from  position  to  position  till  he 
reached  the  river. 

Where  all  have  acted  nobly  it  may  seem  impro- 
per to  speak  of  individuals,  but  I  feel  compelled  to 
name  the  commanders  of  corps  in  the  brigade.  The 
commander  of  the  ballalion  of  artillery,  lieutenant 
colonel  Childs,  needs  no  praise  from  me.  His  well- 
earned  fame — won  on  many  a  field — is  known  lo  all; 
but  bis  coolness  and  inlitpidily  in  the  batUe  of  the 
8tb,  during  the  heavy  cannonade  of  liie  enemy,  the 
prompt  manner  in  which  he  repulsed  the  charge 
upoo  (be  ]<^  pounder  battery,  and  his  hut  pursuit  of 
the  enemy  to  the  banks  ol  ihc  Rio  Gronde  on  the 
evening  of  the  9ih,  are  new  evidences  of  his  zeal  and 
soldiership  w  hich  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  record. 

Captain  IVlonlgomeiy,  in  commaud  of  the  8th  in- 
fantry, at  Palo  Alio  manifesled  the  uln.osl  coolness 
during  the  cannonade  of  ihal  day,  when  his  horse 
was  shot  under  him;  ihe  celerity  with  which  he  mov- 
ed to  the  support  of  the  battery  of  artillery  when 
threatened  by  ihe  enemy's  cavalry,  as  well  as  his 
eagerness  in  gelling  into  action  on  the  9lh,  in  which 
he  was  wouuded,  and  his  vigor  in  pursuing  the  enemy, 
merits  high  commendation. 


I  cannot  too  much  commend  the  skill  and  judge 
inent  of  capt.  Duncan  on  both  fields.  His  quick  eye 
detected  al  Palo  Alto  the  threatened  movement  of 
the  enemy  on  my  left,  whose  advancing;  columns 
were  arrested  by  his  prompt  aciion,  and  finally  turn- 
ed back  by  Ihe  rapid  and  skilful  discharges  from  his 
fine  ballery. 

In  Ihe  bailie  of  the  9lh,  the  8th  regiment  lost  in 
lieut.  Chadbourne  a  promising  youn,;  uffioer,  who  fell 
in  the  manful  discharge  of  his  duly.  Lieuts.  Gales  and 
Jordan  were  badly  but  not  mortally  wounded.  The 
latter,  when  personally  charging  the  enemy,  being 
overpowered  by  numbers,  was  relieved  by  lieutenant 
Lincoln,  who  slew  with  his  own  hand  Iwo  of  the 
fiercest  assailants.  Lieutenants  Sclden,  JJurhank, 
Maclay,  and  Morris  were  wounded.  Lieut.  Luther, 
of  the  artillery  battalion,  was  wounded  by  a  musket 
ball  in  the  action  of  ihe  8lh.  On  this  day,  lieutenant 
Daniels,  acting  A.  D.  C,  had    his  hois--  shot 


masked  ballery,  which  killed  one  private  and  wounded 
iwi)  sergeants  on  llie  left  of  the  road,  and  made  my  men 
lake  cover.  They  rallied,  however,  han,l-oni oly,  wiihin 
fi^iy  or  fifty  puces.  I  now  brou;^lil  Capl.  Suiiih's  de- 
lachmoni  to  the  left  of  the  road,  proposing  lo  Dtiaok  by 
flank  ni'iveinenl  what  I  supposed  to  he  mily  the  renr- 
Uiiard  (if  the  retiri  ig  annv;  and  I  sent  Litui.  .McCown, 
wi  h  two  men.  to  recall  Lieut.  Dohhiii«,  who,  wiih  a  few 
men,  had  di'ployed  lo  the  left,  where  ho  killed  uiie  or 
Iwo  of  the  uneinv  who  showed  themseive:?  in  hi-;  irofiK 
On  the  return  ofLieui.  Dobbins  wiih  Lent.  MeCowii, 
tlie  former  repined  a  large  body  of  troops  in  motion  on 
our  lefl,  an. I  al  the  same  lime  some  lancers  were  ob- 
served ill  ihe  road  in  from.  Being  now  sal^fiod  that 
the  Mesioin  army  was  in  force  on  our  front,!  dispatoli. 
ed  three  draijoo.is  to  iiifonr  you  of  llie  fact,  and  then 
rni>ved  my  com  iiand  to  a  stronger  position  to  await 
your  arrival. 

On  your  arrival,  Capl.  Smiih  was  again  ordered  to  take 
Ihe  risjht  of  the  road,    while   I  took  the  lelt,  wiih  ordera 
on   the  ac'i  >n,  and   then   flank"  the  enemy. — 


him  by  a  cannon   ball.     Capt.  McKavelt,  of  the  8lh  !  Advancing  ahoui  three  hundred  yards  or^nior,',  lo  ilia 

infantry,  and  acting  held  ofljcer  of  his  regiment,  had    '      ■       '  "     '-  '-- 

his  horse  shot   under   him  by   a  musket  ball  on  the 
9lh. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  hearing  testimo- 
ny to  the  zeal  and  efficiency  of  the  brigade  stafl  — 
The  highest  praise  belongs  lo  licut.  Chase,  21  artil- 
lery, acting  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  lieut. 
Daniels,  2d  artillery,  brigade  commissary  an  I  acting 
aid-de-camp,  for  the  rapidity  with  which  they  com- 
municated my  orders  from  point  to  point,  and  the 
coolness  and  coura^ie  they  displayed  in  the  hottest 
fire  in  both  these  bailies. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  John  B.  Cozzens, 
of  Neiv  York  city,  who  rendered  valuable  assistance 
by  transmitting  wilh  intelligence  such  informalijn 
as  I  had  occasion  from  time  lo  lime  to  communicate. 

II  is  impossible  to  enumerate  all  the  instances  of 
personal  bravery  conspicuous  on  these  days.  'A  may 
be  confidently  asserted  that  in  their  passive  exposure 


froal  and  flank,  I  encounlere  I  iho  n;;!it  of  the  enemy's 
infantry,  and  the  aciion  im  uediately  com  nenced.  They 
were  strongly  posted  in  the  ravine,  on  ihc  nearside  of 
the  pond,  (the  principal  line  heinjon  the  opposite  side,) 
and,  in  aildiiion  to  the  fire  of  musketry  from  boih  linos, 
my  men  W;'re  exposed  to  heavy  dischar-jee  of  canister 
from  two  lield-|iieces  in  rear  of  iheir  cenire,  yet  in  a 
short  lime  the  enemy  were  driven  from  their  risjht  to- 
wards llie  road,  aud  my  men  followed  with  a  hearty 
ciicer.  In  following  them,  however,  1  soon  found  that 
our  own  baiicries  were  sweeping  my  front,  and,  their 
lire  being  k'-pl  up,  I  made  a  flank  Miovenieni  lo  the 
road,  and  l.ero  I  at  once  became  engaged  with  the  ene- 
my oceupying  the  pond  on  the  right  of  the  road.  As 
soon  as  their  fire  ceased  at  this  poiiil.  I  reerossed  the 
road  to  regain  my  firmer  position  on  the  right  flnnk  of 
the  enemy.  Here  a  part  ol  my  regimein  hteanie  mixed 
in  wilh  the  5ih  roL'icnent:  they  uniteil  with  that  rcgi- 
niont  and  charged  wilh  it.  Lieut.  Piclier,  ni  the  8  h 
regniient,  was  of  ilio  number.  I  continued  lo  advance 
on  the  lelt  of  llie  5di  regiment,  aud  was  f^oon  engaged 
iih   part  of  ihe  regiment  of  the  Tampiiaj   Guards.. 


to  the  deadly  rtre  of  the  enemy's  batlcries  on  the  plain    'rhey  received  sev.-ral  desiruciive  fires  froii   my  men, 
of  Palo  Alio,  the   fortitude,   high    moral   courage,    and  then  retind.    I  .should  mention  that,  daring  this  in 


terval,  Lieut.  McCown,  having  been  separated  from  me, 
joined  the  Sih  infaiiiry,  arid  charged  with  ihcm.  My 
nornmand  continued  to  move  forward  <in  the  ineiny's 
right,  with  innre  or  less  interruption,  (iiiseiwrable  from 
a  b'Lsh  light,)  uniil  the  close  of  ihe  baltle. 

Capt.  .Suiilh  being  separated  from  me,  I  was  not  ari 
eyewitness  uf  the  individual  conduel  of  himself  and  of- 
ficers, but  I  e:xlose  herewith  his  repjrt  made  to  me  [his 
day. 

In  that  pari  of  my  command  where  I  was  in  person 
every  officer  and  man  did  his  duty  most  handsomely. — 
I  m-i'ivi-d  every  assistance  from  the  good  conduct  o( 
Lieui-5.  Uobhiiis,  McCowii,  Wainwrigbl,  and  Pitcher.— 
L'enis  I).,  W.and  P.  used  iheir  own  riflis  and  guns 
wilh  g.md  effect  against  the  enemy,  and  every  where 
inspired  the  men  wilh  confidence  and  eagerness  lo  en- 
gage. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  "advance"  on  the  9l  i  i\Iay 
was  si.x  killed  and  fourteen  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very,  lespecifully,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  GEORGE  A.  McGALL, 

Capt.  "lib  infantry,  coinnianding  the  advance. 

Capl.  W.  W.  .S.  Bliss, 

Adju'ant  General  Army  of  Occupation. 


hardy  valor,  and  perfect  discipline  displayed  by  the 
troops,  have  few  parallels  in  the  hislory  of  war, 
while  the  battle  of  llcsaca  de  la  Palma  will  long  be 
associated  with  deeds  of  heroism  and  intrepid  daring 
which  can  never  be  surpassed. 

In  Ihe  aciion  of  the  8lh,  the  artillery  battalion  lost 
in  killed  one  sergeant,  one  corporal,  one  private; 
wounded,  one  lieutenant,  two  artificurs,  one  musi 
cian,   and  five  privates — aggregate,  twelve. 

The  8tli  infantry  lost,  killed  lour  privates,  sixteen 
privates  wounded— total  twenty,  (Including  missing 
two  privates.)  The  artillery  company  had  wounded 
one  non-commissioned  officer,  one  arlificer,  and  two 
privates — total  four. 

On  the  9lh  the  companies  in  capt.  McCall's  com- 
mand, belonging  lo  the  artillery  battalion,  lust  in 
killed  one  corporal,  two  privates;  wounded  one  ser- 
geant and  four  privates — total,  ten. 

The  Sth  regiment  of  infantry  on  the  9lh  lost,  in 
killed  one  subaltern,  four  non  commissionedoHicers, 
and  three  privates — lolal,  eight;  wounded,  seven  of- 
ficers, (one  captain  and  six  subalterns),  eight  non- 
commissioned oflicers,  seventeen  privates — aggregate 
thirty-two. 

1  tiave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  W.  G.  BELKNAP, 

LieiU.  commanding  first  brigade. 

Captain  W.  S.  Bliss, 

Jlssislanl  adj.  general,  army  of  occupation. 

REPORT  OF  CAPT.  MCCALL  TO  GEN.  TAILOR. 

Camp  near  JMatamoros,  jVay  13,  1846. 

Sir— On  the  9ili  instant,  in  obedience  lo  your  or- 
ders, I  marched  from  Palo  Alio,  the  baltle  ground  of 
the  8th,  wHh  the  "advance,"  (consisting  of  220  men), 
lo  follow  and  observe  the  rwovemenls  of  the  enemy 
on  the  route  to  .Malamoros.  I  directed  captain  C.  1'". 
Smith,  2d  artillery,  wilh  the  light  companies  of  the 
Isl  brigade,  lo  move  on  the  right  of  the  road,  while 
1  advanced  wilh  the  delachment  composed  of  ar- 
tillery and  infantry  on  the  lelt.  Captain  Walker,  of 
the  Texas  Rangers,  wilh  a  small  delachment  of 
mounted  men,  was  ordered  to  exam  me  the  road  in 
front,  and  lieutenant  Pleasonlon,  2d  dragoons,  with 
a  few -dragoons,  with  3  few  dragoons,  Diarched  in 
rear  of  the  columns  of  infantry. 

Havin;i  f  .llowed  the  trail  of  me  enemy  about  two  and 
a  half  nuies,  through  ihe  chaparral,  a  prisoner  was  la- 
ken  on  the  edge  ul  the  Jackass  prairie,  and  one  of  the 
enemy  killed  by  Capt.  Walker's  men  on  the  prairie. 

Having  e.\ainlned  the  opposite  side,  Capt.  \Valker  re- 
ported the  road  clear;  when,  desiring  to  procure  derinite     ,^.^ 

information  as  to  liie  position  of  ihe  enemy,  1  pushed  '  upon  us  Irom'the  left,  (D,)  came  from  our  friends,  I 
him  lurward  into  die  chaparral,  (wiihin  suppurnng  di.s- '  ^-ithdrew  the  ballalion  about  Iwo  hundred  yir.N,  and 
lance,)  and  one  or  two  parties  ol  lioni  three  to  six  were  i  |i,en  moved  up  the  road  to  report  for  orders-     Gen.  Tay- 

seen  in  the  brush,  one  ol  which,  a  mounted   party,  was     ■ — . ■ — — 

fired  upon  by  my  right  flankers.     On  reaching  the  open  |      "Referring  to  ihe  diagram  which  accompanies  the  or 


REPORT  Ol-'  CiPT.  .S.1IITH. 

Ca7np  of  llie  iirlitkr;/  ballalion,  fr.<t  brisiade. 
Near  Malamoros,  Mexico,  May  \'.i,  1S46. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  vour  desire  today,  1  have  the  ho. 
nor  to  repnrt  that,  pursuant  to  your  orders  on  ihe  9lh 
instant,  my  command  (consisiing  of  the  four  light  com- 
panies of  the  brigade)  advanced  on  the  right  of  the  road, 
flanking  nur  arnllery,  and  about  eighty  yards  from  It. — 
The  innneat  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  heard,  I  has- 
tened the  battalion,  inarchiiia  it  by  the  right  flank,  in 
the  direction  of  the  pond,  (X)*  uniil  stopped  by  the  thick 
chaparral;  when  il  was  faced  to  the  front,  and  advanc- 
ed In  the  direeiion  of  the  enemy's  battery  (C.)  Il  being 
inipos,-ible  to  [gel  througli  the  chaparral  advancing  in 
line  of  battle,  1  ordered  an  advance  by  the  heads  of 
of  companies,  and  to  have  the  line  re-h)riiied  as  soon  as 
we  could  gel  ihrnngh— a  matter  thai  seemed  difficult,  if 
not  impossible.  We  had  advanced  thus  bui  a  few  paces 
when  a  discharge  of  musketry  was  given  hy  the  enemy 
towards  the  ballery  and  from  our  right  and  rear.  This 
rendered  a  corresponding  change  o.i  my  part  necessary. 
Acrijrdini;ly,  1  ordered  the  battalion  lo  deploy  as  skir- 
niislnis  facing  the  pond,  (from  A  towards  li.)  and  10 
advance  through  Iho  chaparral  as  far  as  possible.  The 
moment  this  deployment  was  atloinptcd,  a  heavy  and 
well-sustaiitd  fir-  of  musketry  was  opened  upon  us 
from  the  opposite  edge  of  the  pond,  and  kept  up  until 
llie  enemy  retired.  The  chaparral  was  too  den^e  for 
the  men  to  charge  through;  but  ihey  maintained  a  steady 
lire,  and  with  considerable  effect,  until  a  short  time  be- 
fore Ihe  close  ol  ihe  action;  when,  my  own  observaiion 
confirming  the  re|iorl  of  the  oflicers  and  nien  that  a  se- 
ross-liring  of  musketry,  which   bad    been  opened 


ground  at  La   Uesaca  de  la   Palma,  the  head  of  my  co- '  gliial,   and  which 
hinin   received    three    rounds   of  canisier   shot    Irom  a  !  paring  fvo  this  pape 


cour.se  we  have  no  means  of  pre- 
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br  (by  hia  ajjatant  general)  direcled  me  lo  sustain  Lieui. 
Duncan's  baiicry,  just  alioiit  to  pursue  the  enemy,  whieli 
I  did  until  it  hailed  here. 

The  bfh  ivi.ir  of  the  coinpanv,  offioers  and  men.  w.i3 
all  ihat  cuuld  be  desired.  I  feel  uniler  special  obliga-. 
lion  to  Capt.  J  B.  Scott,  4ih  artillery,  for  the  assistance 
rendered  nie  (as  an  acting  field  officer)  throughout  the 
day. 

I  give  a  return  of  the  killed  (4)  and  wounded  ;9)  be- 
low.   Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ■servant. 

C.   F.  S.MirH, 
Capt.  2d  art.,  com.  batt.  light  coi.,  Isl  brigide. 

Capt.  George  A.  McCall,  4th  regiment  of  infantry. 

LETTER  FROM  GEM.  T4VL0R. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation. 
Malnmoro.i,  Mexico,  Maij  19,  US  16. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  enclose  hertwuli  the  official  repjrts 
of  Capi.  Hawkins,  commanding  Fort  Brown,  and  Capt. 
Man-field,  enginei:rs,  of  the  bombaidinent  of  that  work, 
and  the  operations  of  the  engiiK^er  department  during 
its  continuance. 

'I'hese  reporis,  together  with  one  furnished  by  Major 
Brown  before  his  lamented  death,  will  give  a  historv  of 
the  operations  at  Fort  Brown  from  ihe  Isi  to  the  lOtli  of 
May. 

In  rendering  flief^e  reports,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
pay  any  further  tribute  to  the  services  or  memory  of 
Major  Brovvn.  IJis  death  U  a  voucher  for  his  patriot- 
ism and  devotion  to  duty.  I  would  call  the  atiention  of 
the  department  to  the  services  of  Capt.  Hawkins,  who 
succeeded  to  the  command;  to  those  of  Capt.  Lowdand 
Litut.  Br  igg,  who  skilfully  directed  tne  operations  of 
their  respechve  batieries;  and  particularly  to  those  of  the 
engineer  officer,  Capt.  Mansfield,  whose  untiring  vigi- 
laiice  and  zeal  in  perfecting  tne  defences  which  hs  had 
so  ably  planned  cannot  be  too  highly  praised. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 
Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  U-  S.  A.  commanding. 

The  Adjl'Ta.nt  General  of  the  army,   Washington. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIM    HAWKL"J3. 

HtCidquarters,  Fort   Taylor, 
Texas,  May  10,  1846 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  m<)niingof 
the  6th  instant,  during  the  third  day  of  the  bombard- 
ment of  this  tort,  its  gallant  commander.  Major  Brown, 
received  a  severe  wound,  which  caused  hia  death  at  two 
o'clock  on  the  9(h  instant.  I  immediately  assumed  com- 
mand, and  have  tiie  honor  lo  report  the  result  of  the 
bombardments  since  seven  o'clock  P.  M..  on  the  4th,  at 
at  which  time  Capt.  Walker  left  wilh  a  reporl  of  the  re- 
suh  up  to  liiat  time.  .41  nine  o'clock  P.  M.  on  the  4th, 
firing  of  musketry  was  heard  in  our  rear,  about  three  or 
four  yards  distance,  and  appirenily  extending  a  mile  up 
Ihe  river;  the  firing  very  irregular.  This  coniinued  un- 
til half  past  seven  o'clock  P.  M.  The  garrison  was  un- 
der arms,  batteries  and  defences  all  manned,  and  con- 
tinued so  during  the  night.  On  the  5th  insiant,  at  five 
o'clock  A.  M.,  the  fire  was  recommenced  from  ihe  ene- 
my's uaitene.-,  whtcli  was  immediately  returned  from 
the  eighieen-pounder  battery  and  six-pounder  howiizer, 
placed  in  embrasure  on  the  southeast  bastion.  The  fir- 
ing was  kepi  up  one  hour,  receiving  during  that  time 
about  fidy  round  shot  and  shells  from  the  enemy.  The 
batteries  on  bolli  sides  ceased  firing  at  the  same  time. — 
Our  expeiidii  tire  of  ammunition  was  ihiity  rounds  of  both 
caliber  At  eight  o'clock  A.  M.,  Valdez,  a  Mexican, 
came  in  and  reported  that  a  party  of  dragoons  had  been 
driven  hack  from  the  ]>rairie  to  the  point,  and  also  a 
parly  to  the  fort;  that  he  had  seen  thirty  deserters  Ifoin 
Arista's  army,  who  staled  tliat  the  Mexicans  Acre  with- 
out subsistence-stores,  and  they  were  tired,  and  left  (or 
llieir  homes;  that  it  was  staled  in  the  Mexican  camp  ihat 
Arista  had  received  an  express  Irom  ftlexico  informing 
linn  that  another  revolution  had  broken  out  in  Mexico, 
and  that  he  could  receive  no  support  from  ihe  govern- 
ment. At  nine  o'clock  A.  M.  it  was  reported  that  a 
reconnoissance  of  officers,  escorted  by  mounted  men  of 
the  enemy,  was  going  on  in  rear,  within  eight  hundred 
yaids  ol  the  fort;  and  the  other  parlies,  mounted  and  iii- 
lantry,  were  at  the  same  distance,  extending  from  the 
bend  of  ihe  lagoon  to  the  river.  Lieut.  Hanson,  7ih  in- 
faiiiiy,  asked  permission  to  take  the  dragoons  and  go 
and  look  at  tliein.  This  was  grained,  and  m  an  hour 
he  returned,  r  porting  that  ihe  enemy  was  establishing 
a  batte.-y  at  the  cross-roads;  his  appearance  aimnig  thcin 
created  great  alarm,  and  Ifiey  were  soon  concentrated 
under  cover  of  their  work.  Every  man  at  work  to-day 
etrengihcning  the  defences.  Several  party  ol  cavalry 
and  iiifunlry  seen  lo-day  occupying  our  old  encanip- 
Inent.  The  iroopa  all  at  their  places  m  tlie  bastions  dur- 
ins  the  iiiglii. 

IVedncsUuy,  May  6.  At  five  o'clock  A.  iVI.  the  can- 
nonade cuinin.oiced  Irom  the  lower  fort  and  mortar  bat 
teiy.  Many  round  .'■hot  and  .shells  thrown  until  six 
there  was  u  cessaiion  ol  firing.  During 
iliu  shot  and  shells  were  well  directed, 
I  direciions  in  ilic  iiileriorof  ihe  fori,  tear- 
o  incces,  and  injuring  several  horses.  At 
'  '•'"'■''  ■' '     Id-poundcrs  were  fired 


clock, 
Ihe  l.isi  hou, 
bursting  in  a 
ing  our  tents 
half  paHl  SIX  i 


cluck  til „._    „,.u^..   .,v.v  ...„u 

at  which  the  enemy  opened  dieir  'baTtmea  in  our  "front 
anJ  rear,  and  the  cannonade  continued  from  two  mor- 
tars and  u  fiowitzer  m  front,  and  a  mortar  ostablished 
at  or  near  the  cioss-roadi.  in  rear  uniil  ten  o'clock  A. 
M  ,  when  our  gallant  commnoder  received  a  mortal 
wound  Irom  a  fallen  shell.  J.arge  mouutod  panics  and 
infuniry  were  seen  at  tfiis  time  in  lear.  At  seven  o'clock 
Olio  mortor  was  playing  upon  us  from  Uiwn  and  two 
from  the  rear.  At  ten  .I'dock  a  small  party  of  infantry 
crept  14)1  III  ravine  and  lirod  miiskoiry;  but,  b.niig  out  ol 


range,  Ihe  fire  was  not  returned.  At  half  past  ten  o'- 
clock A.  M-  several  parties  of  infantry  and  mounted 
men  were  seen  surrounding  us  in  rear.  Several  rounds 
•  if  canister  Wf-re  fired  from  Lii-iii  Bragg's  baitery,  which 
soon  dispered  them.  Several  were  afterward  heard  to 
hove  been  killed.  I  nme  liately  afterwards,  and  until 
half  past  twelve  o'clock  P.  .\I.,  vve  receiveij  a  coniinual 
shower  of  shells  from  the  enemv's  b  itteries.  At  two 
o'clock  five  shells  were  thrown.  At  half  past  four  o'clock 
P.  M  a  white  flig  was  shown  at  the  old  bill  lings  in 
rear,  and  a  parley  sounded  by  the  enemy.  Two  officers 
advanced  and  were  met  by  two  officers  of  my  com- 
mand, who  brought  me  the  document  marked  A,  sign- 
ed by  Gen.  .Arista,  allowing  me  one  hour  to  reply. 

This  document  being  considered  one  of  great  import- 
ance, I  deemed  it  necessary  to  convoke  a  council, 
consi.sting  of  all  the  company  commanders  in  my  com- 
mand, and  laid  it  before  them.  Tney  unani  n  jusly  con- 
curred with  me  ill  the  reply,  a  copy  ot  which  is  tlie  ac- 
companying document  m  irked  B  I'hisdocu  nent  was 
dispatched  in  the  allotted  ume,  and  shortly  after  its  re- 
ception the  enemy's  batieries  op-ned  upon  us  with  a 
continual  shower  of  shot  and  sh.dls  until  sunset.  The 
night  passed  very  quietly,  but  constant  vigilance  was 
exercised  in  the  connnand;  every  man  kept  at  his  post, 
as  an  attack  was  confidently  expected  in    the  m  irninif.' 

Thursday,  May  7.  At  half  pist  5  o'clock  A.  M.  the 
enemy's  batteries  opened  with  shells,  and  continued  for 
about  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  then  ceased.  At  half 
past  seven  A.  M.  several  rounds  of  canister  and  grape, 
were  fired  into  the  enemy's  picket-guards,  ai  the  house 
in  rear,  and  at  the  old  gnard-honse  ol  the  second  bri- 
gade, which  caused  them  to  abandon  their  positions- 
Phis  was  replied  to  by  a  discharge  of  some  len  or  twelve 
shells  At  nine  o'clock  A.  M  we  received  a  sho.ier  of 
some  four  or  five  shells,  and  ihen  stopped.  About  this 
time  the  enemy  commenced  firing  iron  shells,  having 
previously  thrown  composition  shells,  and  it  was  disco- 
vered Ihat  one  of  the  mortars  ha  i  been  removed  from 
our  rear  and  returned  to  the  eiiy  At  a  quarter  past  ten 
A.  M.  we  received  ihrce  shells;  at  eleven  A.  M 
ceived  eight  shells;  at  twelve  M.  six  shells,  by  which 
four  of  Lieut.  Braag's  horses  were  killed  and  the  >v  lieel 
of  one  of  his  caissons  disabled.  At  half  past  twelve 
the  baiteries  were  opened  with  round  shot  and  shell;,, 
and  continued  for  an  hour  and  a  half  By  this  lime  our 
bomb-proofs  were  so  far  advanced  that  our  troops  were 
comparatively  protected.  At  two  o'clock  small  parties  of 
inlaniry  commenced  on  us  v^■lth  random  musketry,  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  and  from  ihe  ravine.  At  half  past 
two  P.  M.  a  regular  bombardment  wilh  shot  and  shells, 
from  a  howiizer  and  Ihe  mortars,  was  kepi  up 
tie  intermission  until  sunset.  At  five  o'clock,  during 
this  bombardment,  a  shell  struck  in  a  lent,  almost  entire" 
fy  destroyini;  Ihe  insiruments  of  the  seventh  infantry 
band,  lo  the  value  of  three  hundred  dollars.  The  accu- 
racy of  their  firing  now  evidently  increased,  and  at 
least  one-half  of  the  shells  thrown  fell  in  the  fort.  A 
sentinel  to-day  lost  his  arm  by  a  round  shot  from  the 
enemy.  As  soon  as  it  was  dark  enough,  a  party  head 
ed  by  our  indefitigable  englnee:,  Capt.  Mansfield,  was 
sent  out  to  level  the  traverse  throivn  up  by  Gen.  Worth, 
and  ciitiing  down  the  chaparral  which  served  as  a  co 
vcr  lo  Ihe  sharp  shooters  of  the  enemy.  At  1'2  o'clock, 
at  night,  a  random  fire  of  mu-ketry  commenced  around 
us,  followed  by  two  tingles;  this  continued  lor  about  one 
hour;  and  Irom  3  A.  M.  was  coniinued  until  near  day- 
li.;lit. 

Friday,  May  8.  Ala  quarter  past  5  o'clock  A.  M. 
ihe  enemy's  batteries  again  opened  with  shells  from  ihe 
lowerfori,  from  the  sand  bag  battery,  and  froin  our  rear. 
The  fire  this  morning  was  kept  up  until  S  o'clock  A.  IVI. 
wiiliout  cessation.  A  parly  was  sent  out  this  morning 
and  burnt  ihe  old  houses  near  Ihe  traverse  on  Ihe  river 
bank.  This  drew  from  them  several  round  shot  and 
shells;  from  12  lo  half  past  2  P.  M.  a  heavy  bombard- 
Hieiit  of  shells  was  kept  up;  at  least  filly  thrown  at  us 
during  ihal  time.  Ai  half  past  a  ihey  again  opened  their 
shells  upon  us,  accompanied  by  round  shot.  At  this 
lime  the  enemy  had  eslablished  a  mortar  in  the  lidge  of 
chaparral  across  the  river,  and  iniinediaiely  wrsl  of  ns. 
Mortals  were  now  playing  upon  us  from  the  iiorih, 
south,  and  west,  four  in  number.  The  firing  of  round 
shot  .\as  kept  up  for  two  fiours,  and  mat  of  shells  until 
half  past  7  P.  M.  About  hall  past  2  P.  M,  a  heavy 
caiinonauing  was  heard,  supposi  d  lo  be  a  liiile  iiorih  of 
east  ol  us;  it  apparently  approached    until  half  past  4. 

'    II  it  became  very  distinct;  it  lasted  until  nearly  7  P, 


Saturday,  May  9.  An  officer  of  ihe  seventh  succeed- 
ed in  lowering  ihe  top-mast  of  the  flag-staflT,  and  rig;;ing 
the  halliards,  but  found  he  could  rut  raise  ii  again  with- 
out great  labor  and  exposure;  he  ih 'refute  laslied  it  in 
position  a,-id  raised  the  national  flag,  after  having  stood 
a  succession  of  round  shot,  canister,  and  shells  Irom  tfie 
enemy's  baiteries  fir  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  At  10 
o'clock,  a  sergeant  and  ten  men  fired  the  houses  on  the 
road  which  had  been  successively  occapied  by  our  own 
and  the  enemy's  pickets  It  brought  a  heavy  discharge 
ol  shells,  canister,  and  round  shot  from  the  enemy's 
bitleries.  Sliells,  with  slight  intervals,  coniinued  until 
half  past  2  o'clock  P.  !V1  ,  the  mortar  on  our  west  silent, 
and  one  firing  upon  a  p  liiiion  between  ns  and  the  fori, 
at  ihe  upper  ferry;  it  was  much  further  off,  bu;  fired  ac- 
curately. Two  P.  M.,  M  ijor  Brown  died,  and  in  a  short 
time  we  heard  the  re  engagement  between  the  armies. 
Quarter  to  si.v,  q  lite  a  nu  iiber  of  .Mexican  cavalry  and 
a  few  mfaniry  were  seen  in  ihe  retreat.  At  this  time 
we  reci-ived  a  heavy  fire  of  round  shot  and  shells.  From 
the  tiin"  ihe  battle  commenced,  and  coniinued  to  in- 
crease, an  eighteen-pounder  aiid  six  pounder  were  fired 
in  the  direction  of  the  upper  ferry;  wiien,  finding  it  dif- 
ficult to  distinguish  between  friend  and  foe,  the  firing 
was  discontinued.  1  cannot  close  this  report  and  pass 
in  silence  ihe  gallant  and  iaborio;i3  efforts  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  ihis  command  to  fulfil  the  high  trust  repos- 
ed in  them  'jy  the  commanding  general.  Under  the 
most  disadvantageous  circumstances,  labor  was  per- 
formed by  the  men  w:ili  the  greatest  alacri'y.  and  always 
in  good  cheer.  Our  indefiiigabie  engineer,  Capt.  Mans- 
field, is  entiiled  to  Ihe  highest  praise.  We  have  only  to 
lament  ihe  loss  of  a  gallant  and  failhliil  officer,  who, 
proud  of  Ihe  trust  reposed  in  him,  would  have  gloried  in 
ihe  accomplishment  of  the  task  which  he  so  gallantly 
commenced. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  a  list  of  ihe  killed  and 
wounded  during  the  seven  days'  bombardment  of  Fort 
Taylor,  Texas.* 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  HAWKINS, 
Caplain  7th  infantry,  commanding  post. 

Captain  W.  W   S.  Bliss, 
Assistant  Adj.  Gen.,  Army  of  Occupation,  Texas. 

(A.)     Ejercito  Mezicauo,  Division  Del  Norte. 

Ge.meral  en  Gefe:  Se  halla  V.  S.  isiiad  por  fuerzas 
suficieiiies  a  rendiria  y  adimas  se  encuentra  a  su  espal- 
da  una  numerosa  division  encampaJa  que  libre  de  toda 
aiencion,  valna  cuantos  auxilios  tenga  V.  S.  esperanzas 
de  recibir. 

El  amor  de  la  htimanidad  reconocido  en  el  siglo  pre- 
sente  por  todas  las  niciones  cultas,  impone  sin  duda  el 
deber  de  haeer  menos  crueles  bs  desasires  de  la  guerra. 

Esle  principio  que  los  Mejicanos  piofezan  con  prefe- 
rencia  a  cualquiera  otra  nacion,  me  obliga  a  indicarle 
que  siendo  inuiiles  sus  ezfuerzos,  se  rinda,  para  que  por 
una  catiilulacion  evite  la  total  ruina  de  los  soldados  que 
le  obedecen. 

Asi  line  proporcionara  V.  S.  el  placer  de  cumplir  con 
los  seniimientos  indicados  de  bontiad  y  dulzura  que  for- 
man  el  caracier  de  inis  compairiotes,  a  la  vez  que  dare 
lleno  al  mas  imperiosode  los  deberesqae  mi  Pais  exige, 
por  las  otenzas  que  ha  recibido. 

Dios  y  Libirtad!  Cuarel  general  en  los  Fanques  del 
Ramireiio.    Mayo  6,  de  1S46.  M.  ARISl'A. 

(B.)     Headquarters  United  States  forces, 
Near-Matamorus,  May  6,  1646—5  P.  M. 
Sir:  Your  humane  coinmunicaiion  has  just  been  re- 
ceived, and,  alter   the  consideraiion   due  to  i:s  import- 
ance, I  must  respectfully  dechiie  to  surrender  my  lorces 
to  you. 

The  exact  purport  of  your  despatch  I  cannot  feel  con- 
fident that  1  uiidersiand,  as  my  interpreter  is  not  skilled 
in   your  language;  bui,  if  I  have   understood  you  cor- 
rectly, you  have  my  reply  above. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  S.  HAWKINS, 
Comnanding  U.  S  forces  opposite  Matamoros. 
General  M.  Arista, 

Commanding  Uivision  of  the  Nonh. 


M.  'I'his  we  supposed  lo  be  the  aciion  between  our 
loicesand  the  enemy.  A  little  bilore  sunset,  a  Alcxi- 
taii  came  running  in  wiih  a  while  Hag  from  the  direc- 
tion of  ihe  second  brigade  guard  house  claiming  pro- 
leciion.  Ho  stated  thai  our  forces  had  come  in  contact 
uiili  those  ol  the  enemy;  had  driven  them  back;  thai  he 
was  a  prisoner  in  charge  ol  the  picket  guards  fired 
on  by  our  baiteries;  that  while  they  were  burying  the  '  t| 
dead  and  currying  uli  ihe  wounded,  he  efiected  his  es- 
cape. During  the  cannonade  this  aliernoon,  a  small 
column  of  inlaniiy  from  above,  ond  one  of  cavalry  from 
below,  Were  seen  udvanciiig,  supposed  lo  be  reinforco- 
iiicnis  to  the  enemy.  The  exciteniciit  in  our  command 
during  this  disloiit  cunnonadinj  was  intense.  During 
ilie  day  we  received  one  hundred  and  fifiy  lo  two  hun- 
dred shells,  and  from  seveniy  five  to  one  hundred  round 
shoi,  and  not  a  man  disabled  During  the  previous  night 
the  halhurda  of  ihc  Hag  on  ihe  oiuside  had  become  un- 
rigged;  and  as  the  firing  had  become  too  intense  lo  re- 
eaiablish  iln m,  a  tciiipoiary  ,-tiill'  was  erccnd  on  llie  in- 
side, and  Ihe  national  Hag  of  the  sevonili  inlaiilry  raised 
as  a  subsliiuiue.  We  passed  a  very  quid  night— the 
iroops  on  llie  olerl  at  Iheir  fiuni<. 


RETORT  OF  CAPTA:."1  MANSFIEt.D. 

Fart  opposite  Matamoros, 

Texas,  May  I'J,  1846. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  reporl  ihe  proceedings  ol  iny» 
self,  the  only  engineer  officer  of  your  command  al  this 
place  during  your  absence  v\  ith  the  army,  Irom  the  1st 
to  the  10. h  instant.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  Isi,  after 
yunr  departure,  the  carpenters  were  continued  at  work 
on  the  draw  and  bridge  of  the  fort  till  dark.  No  work 
done  by  the  soldiers  this  afternoon  in  consequence 
of  the  removal  of  ilicir  camp  and  tent.s,  &c.  into  the 
Ion.  On  the  morning  of  the  2d  the  labor  of  completing 
ditching  and  embanking  of  ihe  iinfiiiishetl  front  was 
lined  and  continued  all  day  with  much  success.  On 
Ihe  morning  ol  ilic  3J,  (Sunday,)  at  break  of  day,  the 
command  were  roused  by  Ihe  file  of  Ihe  enemy  on  our 
batteries,  liul  the  labor  of  dilclimg  and  embanking  was 
ru^Ullled  and  continued  all  day,  notwithstanding  the  fire 
from  llie  enemy's  baiieries.  without  inierrupiiun.  On  the 
4th  and  5ih  ihe  ramparts  were  completed,  although  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  was  continued,  and  progress  :n;idc  in 
llie  construction  of  a  bomb  proof  and  traverse  in  rear  of 
postern.  On  the  6th  other  bombprools,  &.c.  were  com- 
menced and  continued  uninterruptedly,  except  by  the 
falling  and  bursting  ol  shells.     On  the  7ih,  in    ilie  even- 


*  The  killed  were  Sergeant  Weigart  and  Major  Brown, 
and  dinteen  wounded. 
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ins;,  «s  we  hod  frequenily  been  insulted  at  nialii  by 
mufkeiry,  it  was  deemed  best  to  level  the  traverse  on 
the  bank  uf  the  river,  to  prevent  the  use  of  it  by  ilie  en- 
emy to  fire  inio  the  fori,  and  one  hundred  men,  »illi 
three  officers,  besides  niysrif,  accomplished  the  work  by 
midnight.  On  the  8ih  the  men  were  encoiirased  at  ilieir 
excessive  labor  by  the  sound  of  distant  firint^;  your  fust 
battle  on  the  prairie.  On  the  afiernoon  of  the  9ih,  be- 
ing apprehensive,  and  hearing  no  sounds  of  battle,  and 
receiving  no  courier  from  you,  and  having  aseeriained 
that  ilie  enemy  had  sent  off  his  troops  from  our  rear  to 
reinforce  himself  in  your  front,  a  party  was  sent  out  to 
burn  and  desiroy  every  thing  iliat  might  he  a  cover  or  of 
service  to  the  enemy  in  case  he  returned  to  his  opera- 
tions against  the  fort;  and  we  continued  it  till  the  sound 
of  baitfe  and  retreat  of  the  enemy  indicated  their  de- 
feat in  the  afiernoon. 

In  the  course  of  the  duties  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to 
perform  in  this  short  period,  I  have  to  state  that  I  have 
been  most  truly  and  faiihfully  seconded  in  my  operations 
by  ihe  late  Major  Brown,  the  cammanding  officer,  till 
the  6ili,  when  he  lost  his  leg  by  a  bomb-shell,  while 
standing  six  or  eight  feet  from  me,  and  which  caused 
his  death  on  the  9ih.  The  same  aid  was  extended, 
cheerfully,  by  his  successor.  Captain  Hawkins,  to  the 
command.  And  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  worked 
cheerfully  ti>the  full  extent  of  their  strength  at  the  va- 
rious works,  which,  on  consultation  with  ilie  command- 
ing officer,  it  was  deemed  necessary  for  us  lo  undertake 
for  the  defence  of  the  fort  and  safely  of  the  men. 

The  official  repori  of  the  commanding  officer  will  give 
you  all  other  particulars  t!ial  do  not  fall  strictly  under 
my  deparimcni. 

I  cannot  close  this  official  leport  without  expressing 
my  regret  for  ihe  loss  of  the  lamented  Major  Brown, 
who  ii  dicaied,  by  the  manner  he  exercised  his  com- 
mand, and  his  coolness  and  self-possession  under  try- 
ing circumstances,  the  true  charactensiics  of  the  soldier 
and  ihe  gentleman. 

All  which  IS  respectfully  .'uhniiited. 

JOS.  K.  F.  MANSFIELD, 
Capiain  corps  Engineers. 

Brig.  Gen  Zachary  Taylor, 

Coiuinanding  U.  S.  Army  in  Texas. 


Headquarters  army  of  cccupalion, 

Cilxj  of  jMatamoros,  May  18,  1846. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  lo  report  that  my  very  lim 
ited  means  lor  crosi^ing  rivers  prevented  a  complete 
prosecution  of  Ihe  victory  of  the  9ih  instant.  A  pon- 
ton train,  the  necessity  of  which  I  estiibited  lo  the 
department  last  year,  would  have  enabled  the  army 
to  cross  on  the  evening  of  Ihe  bailie,  take  this  city, 
with  all  the  artillery  and  stores  of  the  enemy,  and  a 
great  number  of  prisoners — in  shot  I,  lo  destroy  en- 
tirely the  Mexican  at  my.  But  1  was  compelled  to 
await  the  arrival  of  heavy  mortars,  with  which  lo 
menace  the  town  from  the  left  bank,  and  also  the  ac- 
cumulation of  small  boats.  In  the  meantime  the 
enemy  had  someu  hat  recovered  from  Ihe  confusion 
of  his  flight,  and  ought  still  with  his  3,00U  men  left 
him,  to  have  made  a  respectable  defence.  I  made 
every  preparation  to  cross  the  river  above  the  town, 
while  Lieut.  Col.  Wilson  made  a  diversion  on  the 
side  ol  Barita,  and  the  order  of  march  was  given  out 
for  1  o'clock  yesterday,  from  the  camp  near  Fort 
Brown,  when  I  was  waited  upon  by  General  Regue- 
Da,  empowered  by  General  Arista,  commanding  in 
chief  the  Mexican  lerces,  lo  treat  for  an  armistice 
until  the  government  should  finally  settle  the  ques- 
tion. 1  replied  to  this,  that  an  armistice  was  oul  of 
the  queslion,  that  a  month  since  1  had  proposed  one 
to  General  Ampudia,  which  was  declined;  that  cir- 
cumstances were  now  changed;  that  1  vtas  receiving 
large  reinforcemenls,  and  could  not  now  suspend  op- 
erations which  1  had  not  initiated  or  provoked;  Itiat 
the  possession  of  Malamoros  was  a  sine  qua  non;  that 
our  troops  would  occupy  the  town;  but  Ihat  General 
Arisla  might  withdraw  his  forces,  leaving  the  public 
property  of  every  description. 

An  answer  to  the  above  was  promised  in  the  after- 
noon, but  none  came,  and  1  repaired  at  sundown  to 
join  the  army,  already  in  position  at  a  crossing  some 
two  miles  above  Ifie  town.  Very  early  this  morning 
Ihe  bank  was  occupied  by  about  two  18  pounders 
and  three  batteries  of  field  artillery — and  tbe  croiis- 
ing  commenced — the  light  companies  of  all  the  bat 
talioDswcre  first  thrown  over,  lollowed  by  the  vol- 
unteer and  regular  cavalry.  No  resistance  was 
made,  and  1  was  soon  Informed  from  various  quar- 
ters,  that  Arisla  had   abandoned  the   town   with  allj  boat  may  be  able  to  reach 


and  for  taking  possession  of  Ihe  public  property. — 
More  Ihan  Ihree  hundred  of  Ihe  enemy's  wounded 
have  been  left  in  the  hospitals.  Arista  is  in  full  re 
treat  towards  Monterey  with  the  fragments  of  his 
army. 

1  deeply  regret  to  repori  lliat  Lieut.  George  Ste- 
vens, a  very  promising  young  officer  of  the  second 
dragoons,  was  accidentally  drowned  this  morning 
while  attcmpliiig  to  suini  the  river  with  his  squad- 
ron. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 
Brevet  brig.  gen.   U.  S  .J.  coind'g. 

To  the  ADJUTANT  GENERAL  0/  the  army, 

n'ashington,  D.  C. 

Headquarters  army  of  occupation, 
.Maliimoros,  Mexico,  May  20,  1846. 
Sir:  On  the  26th  of  April  I  had  occasion  to  advise 
tbe  department  that  hostilities  had  actually  broken 
oul,  and  that  in  consequence  I  had  found  it  necessary 
to  use  the  authority  with  which  I  was  vested,  and 
call  upon  the  governors  of  Louisiana  and  Texas  for 
a  force,  each,  of  four  regiments.  The  eight  regi- 
ments thus  called  for  would  make  a  force  of  nearly 
5,000  men,  which  1  deemed  sufficient  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  service  in  this  quarter. 

At  the  same  lime  that  I  wrote  lo  the  governor  of 
Louisiana  requesting  this  volunteer  force,  1  adilress- 
ed  a  letter  to  Gen.  Gaines,  desiring  him  to  assist  in 
organizing  these  regiments  and  having  them  prompt- 
ly supplied.  In  my  communication  lo  the  governor, 
the  organization  was  very  exactly  prescribed,  being 
that  indicated  from  your  office  on  the  25ih  of  Ai|. 
gust,  1845.  1  find,  however,  that  this  organization 
has  been  exceeded,  and,  moreover,  that  Gen.  Gaines 
has  called  for  many  more  volunteers  than  I  deemed 
necessary,  extending  the  call  to  other  states  besides 
Louisiana. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  for  the  government  to  decide 
whether  the  future  operalions  in  this  quarter  will  re- 
quire the  amount  of  force  (entirely  unknown)  which 
IS  coming  hither.  I  only  desire  to  say,  that  this  re 
inlorcement,  beyond  the  eight  regiments  mentioned 
above,  was  never  asked  for  by  me,  and  thai  in  mak- 
ing Ihe  call  of  the  26th  April,  1  well  knew  Ihat  if 
the  Mexicans  fought  us  at  all,  it  would  be  before  the 
arrival  of  the  voKinteirs.  It  was  for  Ihe  purpose  of 
clearing  the  river,  and  performing  such  further  ser 
vice  as  the  government  might  direct,  that  1  thought 
it  proper  lo  ask  for  reinforcements. 

ll  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  foot  regi- 
ments from  Texas  can  be  raised,  and  1  shall  desire 
the  governor,  who  is  expected  here,  lo  suspend  the 
call  for  them.  None  of  the  mounted  companies,  ex 
cepl  Capt.  Price's,  already  in  service,  have  reported 
lo  me. 

I  fear  that  the  volunteers  have  exhausted  the  sup- 
ply of  tents  deposited  in  New  Orleans  for  the  use  of 
this  army.  We  are  greatly  in  want  of  Ihem;  and  1 
must  request  thai  immediate  measures  be  taken  lo 
send  direct  to  Brazos  Santiago,  say  1,000  lenls,  for 
the  use  of  Ihe  army  in  Ihe  field.  The  lenls  of  the  7th 
infantry  were  cut  up  lo  make  sand  bags  during  the 
recent  bombardment  of  Fort  Brown. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 
Brevet  Irig.  gtn.  V.  S.  A.  coin'ding. 
The  ADJUTANT  GENERAL  of  tile  army, 

WaMngton,  D.  C. 

Extracts  froyn  a  despatch  fivm  Central  Taylor,  dated, 
'•Matamoros,  May  21,  1846. 
"Our  future  movements  must  depend,  in  a  great 
degree,  on  the  extent  to  which  the  Rio  Grande  is 
navigable  for  steamboats,  and  1  fear  thai  my  expec- 
tations ill  this  particular  will  not  be  realized. — 
Though,  at  times,  navigable  as  high  as  Camargo,  or 
even  Mier,  it  is  doubtful  whether  a  boal  can  now  be 
pushed  higher  than  Reinoaa.  Indeed,  the  "Nevj," 
which  is  m  the  river,  and  accompanied  the  expedi- 
tion under  General  Smith,  h&n  not  yet  reached  this 
place,  though  hourly  expected.         *        *         « 

*  *  "^  I  shall  lose  no  lime  in  ascertain- 
ing the  piaclicabilily  of  the  river  for  steamboats  and 
shall  occupy  Remosa,  and  such   other  points  as  a 


his  troops  the  evening  before,  leaving  only  Ihe  sick 
and  wounded.  1  immediately  despatched  a  slati'ol- 
ficer  lo  Ihe  prefect  to  demand  a  surrender,  and  iii  the 
meantime  a  commission  was  sent  by  the  prefect  to 
confer  with  me  on  the  same  point. 

1  gave  assurances  that  the  civil  rights  of  the  citi- 
zens would  be  respected,  and  our  troops  at  ouce 
dropped  down  opposite  the  town  and  crossed  at  the 
"Upper  Ferry,"  the  American  6ag  being  displayed 
at  "Fort  Paredes,"  a  Mexican  ledoubt  near  the 
crossing.  'Ihe  diHerent  corps  are  now  encamped  in 
the  outskirts  of  the  city.  To-morrow  I  shall  make 
suitable  arrangements  lor  the  occupation  of  the  town, 


"All  tlie  cavalry  (regular  and  irregular)  of  Ihe  ar- 
mv,  under  command  ol  Lieut.  Col.  Garland,  is  in  pur- 
suit of  the  retieatiiig  army,  to  harra&s  its  rear,  and 
capture  prisoners  and  baggage.  We  have  no  au- 
thentic intelligence  from  Ihe  lieutenant  colonel  since 
his  departure.  Deserters  are,  hovverer,  coming  in 
from  tbe  Mexicans. 

"Lieut  Col.  Wilson's  battalion,  1st  infantry,  with 
some  200  volunteers,  was  at  Barita  on  tlie  nth,  and 
has  since  been  reinforced  by  Gen.  Smith,  wilii  about 
700  Louisiana  volunteers.  This  column  is  ordered 
to  move  up  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  I  look 
hourly  for  its  arrival. 


A  large  amount  of  public  stores,  chiefly  ordnance, 
has  been  found  concealed  in  Ihis  town.  We  are 
gradually  recovering  it  from  the  places  where  it  was 
hidden.  Two  field  pieces,  several  hundred  muskets, 
and  200  shells  are  among  the  articles  recovered." 

Headquinters  army  of  occupation, 
Cily  of  Matamoros,  May  24,   1846. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  this  day  of  Gen, 
Smith,  with  the  battalion  of  the  Isl  infantry,  the 
Washington  regiment  of  Louisiana  volunteers,  and  a 
company  of  volunteers  from  Mobile,  .\iiollier  regi- 
ment of  Louisiana  volunteers  is  below,  ami  will  pro- 
bably arrive  this  oeniiig  or  to-morrow.  This  com- 
mand was  accompanied  from  the  mouth  of  ihe  river 
by  Ihe  ateamboat  Neva,  which  succeeded  withju 
difficulty  in  reaching  this  place. 

Lieut.  Col.  Garland  relurned  on  the  22d  from  his 
expedition  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  army,  lie 
succeeded  in  capturing  a  small  rear  pirty,  after  a 
trifling  skirmish  in  the  night.  In  which  a  man  and 
unforiiiiiately  a  woman,  were  killed  on  the  .Mexican 
side,  and  two  men  slightly  wounded  on  our  own. — 
He  piiisued  the  route  of  the  army  for  sixly  miles 
and  then  returned  agreeably  to  his  instructions.-^ 
The  scarcity  of  water  and  condition  of  his  horses 
made  it  useless  lo  proceed  farther. 

1  would  respecifuUy  solicit  instructions  as  to  the 
disposition  lo  be  made  of  certain  properly  cupliired 
in  the  camp  of  Gen.  Arista.  A  pavillion  anc  several 
pieces  of  massive  plate  are  among  the  arlicles.  His 
clothing,  and  other  property  purely  persoii.il,  have 
been  deposited  in  llus  city  with  a  view  of  being  re- 
turned to  him.  I  would  suggest  that  the  pavillion  be 
sent  to  Washington,  lo  be  disposed  of  as  the  presi- 
dent may  direct,. 

The  recovery  of  ordnance  and  other  public  stores 
still  continues  here.  Two  pieces  of  cannon  have 
been  taken  from  Ihe  river,  and  small  arms  in  consi- 
derable numbers  have  been  taken  in  the  town. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respeclluUy.your  obedient  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 
Brevet  brigadier  general  U.  S.  Jl.  commanding. 

The  ADJUTANT  GENERAL  of  the  urmij, 

fVasliington,  D.  C. 

FROM    THE    HOME    SQUADRON. 

We  subjoin  a  copy  of  the  instructions  of  Commo- 
dore Conner  lo  Ihe  commanders  of  vessels  in  the 
home  squadron,  showing  the  principles  lo  be  observ- 
ed m  the  blockade  of  the  Mexican  ports.  The  ports 
already  under  blockade,  are  Vera  Cruz,  Tainpico, 
and  Alvarado: 

Instructions  to  be  observed  by  officers  commanding 
vessels  of  the  home  squadron,  in  enforcing  Ihe 
blockaiJe  of  ports  of  the  east  coast  of  Mexico. 

1.  No  neulral  vessel,  proceeding  towards  the  en. 
trance  of  Ihe  blockaded  port,  shall  be  captured  or 
detained,  if  she  shall  not  previously  have  received' 
from  one  of  the  blockading  squadron,  a  special  noli- 
ficalion  of  the  existence  of  the  blockade.  This  no- 
lificalion  shall  be,  moreover,  inserted  in  writing  on 
the  muster  roll  of  Ihe  neutral  vessel  by  the  cruiser 
which  meels  her,  and  it  shall  contain  the  announce- 
ment, together  with  the  stalements  of  the  day,  and 
the  latitude  in  which  it  was  made. 

2.  Neulral  vessels  which  may  be  already  in  the 
port  before  the  blockade  of  it,  shall  have  luff  liberty 
lo  depart,  with  or  without  cargo,  during  hfleen  days 
alter  that  upon  which  the  blockade  is  established. 

3.  The  ports  of  Vera  CrLZ  and  Tainpico  will  re- 
main enlirely  free  for  Ihe  enlrance  and  departure  of 
neutral  non-coininerclal  mail  packets. 

Mexican  boats  engaged  exclusively  in  fishing,  on 
any  part  of  Ihe  coast,  will  be  allowed  to  pursue  their 
labors  unmolested. 

In  Its  prcsenl  political  condition,  the  flag  of  Yuca- 
tan is  lo  be  respected.  IJ.  CONNER, 

Comiiiaiiifiiig'  home  squadron. 
United  Slates  ship  Cumberland, 

Off'  Brazos  Santiago,  May,  14,   1846. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commcdore  Conner,  dated 
•'May  28,  1846. 

"On  Ihe  morning  of  the  18lh,  a  detachment  of 
nearly  two  hundred  seamen  and  mariiieis  from  the 
Cumberland  and  Potomac,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Aulick,  in  the  boats  of  11. c  two  vessel',  en- 
tered the  Uel  Norte  to  co-operate  wilh  a  detacli- 
menl  from  the  ainiy,  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Wilson,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  post  at 
Barita,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  a Ouu I  fifteen 
miles  from  its  mouth.  This  was  accomplished  willi- 
oul  opposilion. 

"On  the  same  day  (it  appears)  our  army  crossed 
the  river  and  took  possession  of  Malamoros,  the 
Mexican  army  having  abandoned  it  on  the  day  pre- 
vious In  the  greatest  confusion  and  disorder.  Tliere 
being  no  longer  any  occasion  for  Ihe  services  of  our 
men  on  shore.  Captain  Aulick  returned  on  board  on 
IheSOlh." 


256 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER-JUNE  20,  1846-CHRONICLE. 


CHRONICLE. 


The  deepest  interest  was  manifested  at  New  Or- 
leans for  the   old    General  on  his  reception  of  the 


Later— By  the  Telegraph.  The  steamer  Cale<lo- 
nia  lefl  Liverpool  on  the  4ih  inst.,  and  reached  Bos- 
ton, Thursday  mornins,  afhalf  past  one  o'clock.  At 
nine  o'clock  yesterday  morning  we  had  the  news  she 
brought,  at  Baltimore. 

Co/foil  markets  dull,  and  a  shade  down  again. 

Flour  dull;  Philadelphia  at  Liverpool  under  lock, 
20  a  21s. 

rrcig-^ts.— British  vessels  soujht  for.  Americans, 
in  consequence  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  slighted, 
though  freighted. 

A  French  Squadron.  La  Presse  stales  that  orders 
have  been  sent  bylhe  minister  i,(  marine,  at  Brest 
and  other  ports,  to  despatch  a  min.ber  of  ships  to  the 
Gulf    of  Mexico,   to   reinforce  Ihe  squadron  there. 

In  a  conversation  in  parliament,  Sir  Robert  Peel 
in  reply,  slated  that  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  had  given  the  iiolice  to  terminate  the  joint  oc- 
cupancy of  Oregon.  "And  in  doing  so,  the  President 
has  adopted  the  terms  which  were  assented  to  iiy 
both  houses  of  the  legislature  of  the  United  States. 
The  notice  was  given  willi  Ihe  view  of  leading 
to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  differences  between 
the  two  countries  on  this  subject.     [Eiear,  hear.]" 

Enr-land  has  offered  her  mediaUon  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico.  Mr.  Pakenham  ha?  re- 
ceived instructions  to  that  effect  from  the  Bntish 
government  by  the  Caledonia. 

The  Cambria  reached  Liverpool  on  the  28th  May, 
with  the  news  of  the  declaration  of  war  against 
Mexico.  Some  sensation  followed.  Popular  sym- 
pathy was  of  course  in  favor  of  Mexico,  the  weaker 
party. 

St.  Petersburg,  Jl%  2-2.  I  regret  to  say  that  the 
cholera  appears  to  be  advancing  with  rapid  strides 
towards  this  city,  from  whence,  no  doubt,  it  will,  in 
time,  find  its  way  to  Vvfestern  Europe. 

It  is  said  that  the  cholera  has  appeared  at  Mon- 
treal, in  Canada. 

ClIAlKMAN     OF     THE     U.    S.    SeWATE's     COMMITTEE 

ON  Foreign  Relations.  Mr.  Allen,  on  the  15ih 
inst.,  in  conseqience  of  finding  tliat  his  views  did 
not  agree  with  those  of  a  decided  majority  in  that 
body,  declined  the  station  that  he  had  filled  since  the 
commencement  of  the  session. 

General  Cass,  who,  as  second  named  upon  the 
committee,  might  have  pretensions  to  succeed  to  the 
station,  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  post.  The 
fifty-four  forties  may  be  con^idered  as  having  re- 
signed their  seals  of  office. 

The  senate,  on  the  16'h,  ballotted  six  times  for  a 
chairman  to  the  committee,  without  once  obtuining 
a  majority  of  all  the  voles;  Mr.  Archer  receiving 
21  or  22  votes,  and  Mr.  Sevier  from  18  to  22  votes 
on  each  ballot.  The  remainder  of  Ihe  fifty  voles 
were  scattered  amongst  eight  of  the  senators. 

On  the  17lh,  before  the  ballotling  was  resumed, 
Mr.  Archer,  after  stating  his  Impressions  that  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations 
ought  not  to  be  the  mere  organ  of  the  executive,  but 
rather  Ihe  organ  of  the  senate,  and  should,  therelore, 
be  the  choice  of  a  decided  majority  of  the  body.— 
He,  therefore,  requested  his  friends  to  omit  his 
name  in  ihe  ballot  now  to  be  lakeii. 

On  the  7th  ballot,  Mr.  Sevier  had  19,  Mr.  Web- 
ster 18  voles.  (We  omit  the  scattering  votes.)  On 
the  8lh  ballot,  Mr.  Sevier  20,  Mr.  Webster  22.  On 
the  9lh,  Mr.  Sevier  20,  Mr.  Webster  20,  Mr.  Mo- 
Dufiie  10.  Mr.  Webster  now  begged  Ins  name  to  be 
dropped.  On  the  lOtli  ballot,  Mr.  Sevier  had  22, 
Mr.  McDuthe  15  voles.  On  Ihe  1 1  Ih  Mr.  Sevier  lU, 
Mr.  McUuHie  23—54  voles  were  taken.  Mr.  Sevier 
now  requested  that  his  name  might  be  dropped.  On 
the  12th  ballot,  Mr.  McDutfic  25  out  ol  50  voles 
taken — no  olher  had  over  six  votes.  On  the  13tli 
ballot,  Mr.  McDullio  had  31  out  of  53  taken,  and 
was  declared  duly  elected  chairman  of  the  cominil- 
tce  on  foreign  relations. 


The  Lexington,  sloop  of  war  now  at  the  Brooklyn  Na- 
vy Yard,  has  been  eonver'ed  inio  a  store  ship,  and     will 

-;-    -„-    -  ri      •-„    •  Mnhnann  ^  1  leave  in  a  few  days  for  the  Pacific  wiih  supplies  for    the 

orders.      The   Governor   of   Louisiana,   (•'o""son,)  |  j^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^^j  ^^f  lj^^^  g^n^^  p^^uaHy    g,. 

and    his  staff;  Gen.  Lewis  and    slafi;  Brig.  General  j  n,^,d_having6  or  8  guiis_and  80  men. 

Auguslin  and  staff;  and  many  other  oiTicers  and  cili-  -  - ■ 

zens  wailed  upon   the  general  at  his  quarters,  at  11 
TJiousands 


o'clock,  to  pay  their  farewell  resneols 
were  at  the  depot  at  12  to  see  him  off. 
GENERAL  TAYLOR'S 

Official  account  of  the  ballUs  of  the  Sth  and  Oik  of  Mai/, 
accompanied  bv  the  reports  of  his  offijers,  are  contain- 
ed in  this  number.  It  will  be  seen  that  o-.ir  officers  can 
write,  as  well  as  fiiiht.  Gen.  Taylor'a  letleis  are  admi- 
rable specimens  of  composiiioii.  The  una.ssuming, 
vet  self-possessed  cool  man  of  superior  judgment,  may 
be  easily  distinguished  in  what  we  insert  to-day  over  his 
signature.  run 

We  venture  the  assertion,  that  no  battle  ol  ihe  lilie 
importance  has  ever  yet  been  fought,  the  niinuie  parti 
cularsof  which  have  been  so  distinctly  porirayed,  and 
all  the  incidents  understood  so  well,  as  those  will  be  of  the 
battles  on  the  Rio  Grande.  This  is  owin?  to  the  talents 
and  intelligence  of  those  who  partook  m  the  affairs,  and 
10  ihe  facilities  for  communicaiina  to  the  world  what 
ihey  witnessed.  Tlie  effect  will  have  a  deep  moral  in- 
fluence upon  questions  on  peace  and  war. 

The  presidency.  IS4!i.  General  Zachary  Taylor, 
■'Old  Rougli  and  Readv.''  At  a  meeting  called  in  pur- 
suance of  public  notice,  for  citizens  without  distinction  of 
party,  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  on  the  ilth  May,  1846, 
at  which  John  R.  Tucker,  Esq.  presided,  John  Cook, 
vice  president,  F.  S.  Mills,  secretary,  a  committee  of  five 
was  appointed  to  draft  r'soUitions.  During  their  .ab- 
sence Mr.  McClellan  was  called  for  and  addressed  the 
meeiing.  He  referred  to  the  qualifications  of  General 
Taylor,  as  a  general  and  a  statesman,  and  his  tide  to 
ihe  gratitude  and  affection  of  the  American  people, 
above  any  olher  man;  to  his  promptness  and  energy,  as 
evidenced  in  hia  despatches,  and  his  whole  conduct  as 
a  devoted  patriot  and  a  brave  soldier. 

The  committee  reported  that— 

JVhereas,  Fur  many  years  past  the  presidential  con- 
tests of  our  country  have  been  managed  ni-ire  with  a 
view  of  aggrandizing  selfiMi  politicians,  than  of  advanc- 
ing the  true  interests  of  the  country;  and  whereas,  the  time 
has  arrived  wh  n  it  becomes  the  solemn  duly  of  the  ci- 
tizens ol  this  great  republic  to  shake  off  the  slavery  of 
party,  and  select  from  among  our  distinguished  men,  as 
a  candidate  for  the  chief  magistracy,  some  one  who  lias 
shown  himselt  to  possess  quahhcalions  for  that  office, 
superior  to  those  of  mere  suhsftrviency  to  party;  and 
tu/icreas,  we  hold  that  onr  commanding  general  on  the 


The  Gulf  Squadron  The  following  is  said  to    be    a 

correct  atatemenlof  the  whole  naval  lorce  in  the  gull: 

Class.  Guns.  Crew. 

Three  frigates  !56  l**' 

Three  sloops,  66  600 

One  steamer.  10  235 

One  steamer,  10  '66 

Three  brigs,  30  ^40 

Eleven  ves.scls,  292  2631 

The  aggregate  of  the  crews  of  these  vessels  is  full  onr- 
ihird  of  our  whole  naval  force,  as  resiricled  by  law  to  7, 
500  seamen,    &c.. 

A  number  of  revenue  Cutters,  small  steamers,  and 
other  vessels  of  light  draft  have  recently  been  ordered  lo 
the  gulf,  and  will  be  surviceable.  But  the  entire  force 
is  considered  altogeiiier  inadequate  to  attempt  an  attack 
up.in  Vera  Cruz. 

A  leller  from  an  officer  in  the  United  Stales  Navy, 
dated  at  Pensacola,  May  30,  says;— We  shall  probably 
sail,  as  soon  as  we  are  provisioned,  for  Vera  Cruz,  but 
I  doubt  if  any  attack  will  be  made  on  the  castle,  as  they 
have  prepared  it  so  well  for  defence;  and  it  their  prac- 
tice should  be  equal  to  the  fire  on  Gen.  Taylor's  camp 
ihey  would  sink  the  wliole  of  our  navy.  When  ibe 
French  attacked  the  castle,  there  were  only  twenty-five 
guns  ol  small  calibre  al  the  point  of  attack;  they  have 
now  over  two  hundred  pieces,  thirteen  mortars,  and 
Paixhan  guns  in  quantities,  on  new  batteries,  at  the 
same  point,  and  one  of  our  engineer  officers  says  that 
if  they  were  served  well  no  fleet  could  ever  make  any 
impression. 

The  Texas  Navy.— The  N.  0.  Jeffersonian  says-.- The 
Texas  navy,  consishng  of  lim  sloop  of  war  Austin,  20 
guns,  the  brigs  Archer  and  Wharion.  18  guns  each,  and 
the  schr.  San"  Barnard,  mounting  si.x  12  pound  earrona- 
des  antJ  one  long  9  pounder,  was  tran.sferred  on  ihe  llih 
inst,  to  Gov.  Runnels,  U,  S.  commissioner.  That  gen- 
tleman,with  great  discreiion,  instead  of  turning  the  offi- 
cers adrift,  coniinued  them  in  pay  as  ship-keepf-rs,  until 
authorities  at  Washington  can  be  heard  from." 

The  British  Navy  —The  following  are  the  names  o 
the  vessels  composing  the  British  squadron  which  recent- 
ly put  10  sea  from  Portsmoulh,-with  the  number  of  guns 
carried  bv  each:—  ~„    ^  ,  ,„« 

The  Queen,  110;  St.  Vincent,  120;  Trafalgar,  120; 
Rodney,  95;  Albion,  90,  Supurb,  90;  Vanguard,  SO;  Can- 
opus,  84;— ioins  them,  while  at  sea,  from  the  West  Indies 
;— Hibernia,   104;— Admiral   Parker,  joins  them  in    the 


Rio  Grande  has  shewn  himself  to  be  worthy  of  our  con-  ^^^^  „,ay  from  the  Mediterranean,  when  the  Admiral 
fidence,by  his  skill  and  bravery  in  the  field,  and  by  the  takes  the  command.  Steain  Frigates— Retribution,  T>r- 
talent  displayed  in  his  modest  despatches,  alter  one  of  the 


...ost  glorious  victories  ever  achieved    by  the  Am: 
arms,  and  in  hia  whole  military  correspondence:  there- 
f(.ire — 

Resoloed,  Thai  we,  citizens  of  Trenton,  without  re- 
ference to  party  lines,  or  party  questions,  as  generally 
U"derstood  do  nominate  General  Zachary  Taylor,  the 
Hero  of  Palo  Alto  and  Reiaca  de  la  Pahna,  to  the  presi- 
dency of  the  United  Stales,  and  tiiat  we  hereby  invite 
all  true-hearted  republicans  to  unite  with  us  in  this  el- 
fort  to  elevate  a  brave  soldier,  a  successful  general,  and 
a  true  republican  lo  that  high  ufiioo- 

Resolved,  That  here  on  the  proudest  battle-field  of  the 
American  revolution,  we  boldly  raise  the  standard  ol 
the  People's  Candidate,  and  invite  a  union  ol  honest 
men  of  all  parties,  for  ihe  sake  of  our  common  country, 
and  the  true  interests  of  the  people. 

The  meeting  was  then  addressed  by  others,— commit- 
tees were  appointed  to  carry  out  ilie  object  in  view,  in- 
cludino  a  coinmitlee  of  correspondence. 

New  York  papers  forthwith  notified  for  a  meeting  to 
be  held  in  that  city  on  the  13ih,  to  second  the  New  .Fcr- 
sey  nominaiion. 

Tlie  period  was  objected  to,  as  been  loo  short  a  notice 
for  so  large  a  community,  and  the  lime  was  postponed 
in  consequence.  The  meeting  was  to  "come  off  '  on 
the  19ih. 

AR.MY  JOURNAL. 

Sappers  and  Mini  rs  — Capi.  Collum,  of  the  U.  S.  corps 
of  Engineeia' ar.d  Siiperiritciidiintol  the  Public  Works 
in  Boston  and  New  London  Harbors,  gives  notice  in  the 
Boston  papers  that  there  is  a  recruiting  rendezvous  open- 
ed at  Fort  Warren,  on  George's  Island,  and  another  in 
Canal  street,  Boston,  for  enlisting  one  hundred  inieliigc-nt 
active  and  able  bodied  young  incn,  of  good  character, 
between  the  ages  of  IS  and  35  years,  and  citizens  of  the 


Gaines.     On    the    10th   inst.,   the   old  |  U.  States,  into  a  company  ofsappers,  miners  ana  ponii 


veteran  received   an  oider   from   the  secrelaiy  of 
war,  dated  2J  inst.,  saying — 

"Iiy  direction  of  the  president.  Major  General 
Gaines  is  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Western 
Division  of  llie  army,  and  will  proceed  to  Washing- 
ton without  ilclay. 

"Brevet  Bngaoier  General  George  N.  Brooke,  is 
assigned  lolhc  eomuiand  of  the  Wcslern  Division. 
Signed,  \V.  L    MARCY, 

Secretary  of  war." 

Ho  left  New  Orleans,  accuinpaiiicd  by  his  aid  de 
camp,  Lieut.  Calhoun,  on  Ibe  1 1th,  travelled  night 
and  day,  and  reached  Washmgion  on  itiu  ISlli.  The 
"Union,"  says,  "we  are  happy  to  hear,  hu  is  in  ex- 
cellent health  uiid  111  find  spinis." 


erf,  recently  iiudiorized  by  Congress.  They  are  required 
to  be  skilled  in  some  mechanical  trade.  This  is  a  new 
branch  of  military  service  in  our  army,  and_  one  which 
holds  oui  inducements  suporior  lo  those  oflerod  m  the 
ordinal y  military  arm. 

.Arms.- Tlicrearoa  million  and  a  half  of  muskets  in  the 
variou-.  armories  of  the  U.  States,  besides  what  few  are 
in  the  hands  of  me  people.  „,  ,.    ,  ,.        ,,, 

The  arsenal  in  Centre  street,  N.York,  contains  50, 
OOOsiand  of  arms  and  500  pieces  of  ordinance,  ol  difli-r- 
ciit  calilire— all  in  excellent  condition,  and  hi  for  imme- 
diatcj  use;  2,  500  elands  of  muskets  with  bayonels,  bells 
cariridge  boxeB,and  a  large  quantity  of  fixed  ammunition, 
including  grape  and  canister,  have  been  taken  Irom  ihe 
Aisenalin  N.  York  city,  and  shipped  for  the  iouth,  (or 
i  the  use  of  the  army  in  Texas. 


rible,  Cyclops,  Gladiator.     Steam  Sloops— Scourge,  De- 
vastation,   Rattler.       Frigate— Raleigh,    50.     Sloop    of 
War— Bnlliant,  20.    The  Frigate  Constance,  60;— joins  t 
them  from  Plymouth. 

It  is  further  staled  that  this  squadron  proceeds  to 
cruise  nil  the  Western  Islands;  it  goes  to  sea  under  Com- 
odore  Sir  Frances  Collier,  but  the  command  will  be  ta- 
ken by  Sir  William  Parker,  who  proceeds  from  the  Med- 
iterranean to  join  the  squadron.  All  the  line  of  battle 
ships  are  provisioned  lor  five  months,  and  the  Steam- 
ers for  iliree.  Constant  communication  will  be  kept  up 
Hiih  England  by  means  of  the  Sieaniers,  and  the  Squad- 
ron cruising  offtlie  Western  I.slands  will  be  ready  when- 
ever it  is  wanted  for  service  any    where. 

Upwards  ol  100  men-of-war- 22  ships  of  the  line,  ten 
50  gun  frigates,  four  36  gun  frigates,  and  35  war  steam- 
ers are  now  huildins —of  the  line  of  battle  ships,  C  are 
120  gun  ships,  and  6,  llO's  and  10  from  80  to  84  guns 
each.     Coiir.  and  En(ju. 

The  Mexican  Steamer,  Guada loupe  and  Montezuma 
have  re  ached  Havana,  their  officers  rei;MCing  ai  their 
escape  from  the  American  squadron.  Santa  Anna  is 
said  to   have  connived   with    the   purchasers  of    these 

The  probability  is,  that  British  caiiital  was  obtained 
wherewith  to  pay  for  building  thosi-  vessels,  and  that  Ihe 
.Mexican  government  having  never  paid  for  their  con- 
s'rucion  and  onifii,  ihe  capiialisis  concerned  have  paid 
themselves  as  far  as  they  could,  by  taking  the  Bieaniera 
as  a  purchase  from  ihe  .Mrxican  government.  1  he  Bri- 
tish government  it  is  ihouglit  have  had  no  ageiicjMn  ilie 
iransaciiun.  The  steameis  were  built  at  New  \otk. 
DIPLOMATIC  JOURNAL. 

The  English  papers  st..ie  that  Mr.  Mc  Lane  and  his 
lady  were  among  the  congratulatory  callers  upon  llie 
Qiieen-of  course  Mr.  Mc  Lane  has  recovered  from 
his  severe  illness.  ,     ,t   o    .        .    i  ;„ 

General  Armstrong,  Consul  for  the  U.  Stales  at  Liv- 
erpool, came  passenger  in  Ihe  Gr^ai  Wesiern.  on  a  »is- 
il  10  the  United  States.  He  is  announced  in  N.  ^orK 
papers  as  the  bearer  of  imporiaut  despatches  troin  iwr. 
Mil- 


L: 
Among 


_  Ihe   recent  appointments    by    the    President, 
confirmed  by  Ilie  Senate    was  that    ol    Mr.     1  lios. 


confirmed  by  tlie  senate    was  nun    ui     i.i  .     ■ 
Reynolds,  as  Secretary  of  Lugntion  at  Madrid. 

Mr.Purroit,  U.S.  Consul  at  Mazatlan,  and  Dr.  Wood 
of  U.  S.  Navy,  bearer  of  despatches  from  the  Amencim 
squadron  on  the  Pacific,  passed  through  Mexico,  to  \  e- 
ra  Cruz  and  reached  Pensacola.  m  about  nventy  iwo 
days  from  Mazatlan.  At  Vera  Cruz  they  were  joined 
by  F.  M.  Dimond,  U.  S.  Consul  ol  ihal  port  and  seven 
oihcr  Amcricaus.-The  intelligence  brought  by  them, 
will  be  lound  under  appropriate  heads. 
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RELATIONS  WITH  GRE.^T  BRIT.MM. 


TuE  TREATY,  belweeii  the  Grcai  liriiain  und  ihe  U. 
Stales  of  .Ainenc:!,  .-cl.iive  lo  Orfsinn,  iiesoiialeit  bv 
tween  the  nshi  hon.  Mr.  l'AKE^'HAM  ivnd  ihe  spcretn'y 
of  ptnie,  Mr.  Bl'chana.v,  signed  liy  Frcsideiii  Pole,  and 
raiified  by  the  Uniied  Stales  senalf,  wa-"  t:iken  out  by 
the  steamer  Great  Wesicni,  which  left  New  York  on 
the  25ih,  f  ir  the   ralific-aiion  of  the   British  government. 

That  the  British  goveniniBiit  had  i'lsiructed  Mr.  Pa- 
kenham  to  nfler  the  mediation  of  that  governmenl  in 
hnpes  'it'  restoring  peau'e  bet^'een  the  United  Si.ites  and 
MexiCM,  w.ns  so  confidently  asserted  on  the  arrival  ol 
the  Cambria,  that  ihe  ariicle  first  inserte  I  in  the  "Union'' 
in  leference  to  siii;ij  an  "ffer,  led  ua  lo  the  coneln-icm 
th  II  such  was  the  fact.  Th'"  Union  now  slates  ihiit  it 
»uch  wa.-!  the  fan,  they  at  least  are  not  advised  "t  it. — 
The  probability  is.  liiai  the  siaieinent  was  at  least  prema- 
ture. The  appHcition  wh.ch  has  been  m  ide  by  the 
"A'le.iican  Associaii  ni"  in  Enijlan.l.  to  the  British  min- 
isters, for  such  a  mediaiion,  is  inserted  in  this  number, 
and  may  lead  to  the  adoptio:i  of  •«iich  aco.irse,  af'er  the 
jatificaii  m  on  their  part  of  the  O-egon  Ireaiy.  Prior  to 
that.  Biicli  an  ofter  would  certainly  be  out  of  place- — 
Their  own  quarrel  wiili  u.^  should  at  least  be  s  tiled  be- 
fore prop  'Sing  to  settle  the  quarrel  between  us  and  a  lo- 
reiijn  p'.wer- 

The  Union  is  evidently  no  way  desirous  that  such  an 
oflT-r  shoulj  tie  made. 

Our  ow.i  impression  i--,  that  it  would  he  a^-tler  for  this 
country  iliat  no  sueh  offer  be  made.  We  slio'ild  reyiei 
to  a^ccriaii  that  Mr.  Pakenham  had  received  such  in- 
structions; and  iliis,  nol  because  we  do  not  fervently 
pray  for  a  speedy  n-rinuianon  of  h  s  dines,  hut  because 
we  do  not  believe  tiiat  such  a  meilia'ion  w  inid  be  hUely 
loaiiain  mai  obj.'ci  any  sooner  ihS'i  il  *iil  be  attained 
wiihout  \i,  if  us  .«oo/i,  anl  l)ecause,  if  olFered,  we  si-e 
not  h.)W  our  governinen:  can  wiih  propriety  rejeci  the 
overture,  espe.ialiy  if,  as  il  is  said,  ihey  have  oHered  tlie 
medaiion  of  mir  g.iveriinient  in  tlie  case  of  Buenos 
Ayres  and  the  French,  E.i^li-h,  and  Arae  iiine  quarrel. 

An  interesiin?  neni  i  i  r.  laiioii  to  ilie  views  of  the 
B  iii.-h  g.ivernmeni,  whicli  will  be  lound  under  our  di 
ploriiaiic  head,  if  true,  sheds  light  upjii  the  subject  in 
hand. 

Mr  VVebs'er.  in  his  speech  in  the  senate  on  Wed- 
nesday, alluded  I'l  the  rep  iried  olTer  "f  inediaiiitii.  He 
doubled  whether  there  was  any  truih  in  iiie  rep  'rt.  If 
true,  ;Vle.\ico  musi  co:iie  d  i.v.i  to  a  ireaty  at  last.  Me 
was  for  sending  a  minister  at  once  to  Mexico,  with  full 
po.vers  to  treat  -If  I  were  to  advise,"  said  Mr.  W., 
"1  >ould  advise  to  make  Me.xico  an  ofier  o(  a  firmal 
embassy.  We  can  alforJ  to  do  so;  we  can  lo.se  no 
thing  in  dignity  by  it.  1  would  be  for  keeping  rjurselves 
entirely  in  ihe  right.  Ii  is  not  sto  ipini!  on  our  pari,  be- 
cause all  the  world  knows  that  the  contest  is  very  une- 
qual." 

This  reference  to  a  course  of  policy,  so  often  urged  in 
our  columns,  fortifies  preconceived  impressions.  We 
go  now  one  step  furihcr.  The  claim?  vvhich  conquest 
might  urge,  in  any  setilement  with  Me.vico,  we  fervendy 
hope  will  noi  be  asserted.  We  would  like  to  see  our  re- 
public nol  only  ju?t,  but  magvaslmous.  It  belongs  to 
the  character  of  an  intelligent  republican  people  to  be  so. 
We  have  now  an  opportunity  of  exhil)ilin»  ihe  faet,  that 
the  republic  of  die  U  died  Slates  of  America,  is  ex- 
actly such  a  republic,  a  111  the  PE0P1.E,  exactly  such  a 
people.    AIiLLio.vs  fox  ju^TiCE,— Foa  co.iqdest  not  a 

CENT. 


tains,  into  Ihe  ravines  of  whieh  it  was  nndersloid 
Ihe  Callers  had  «  iihdrawn.  The  troops  entered  Ihe 
gorges,  and  encountered  the  enemy.  20110  men  armed 
with  muskets.  I  he  ChfTers  were  VepuSed  whereu-r 
they  could  be  met,  and  Ihe  ir<iops  'ook  180H  head  of 
rnltle  and  encamped.  In  Ihe  aflernoon  Ihej  were  at- 
tack.d  hy  bodies  of  the  Callers,  and  during  Ihe  niiht 
were  surrounded  on  all  siiles.  Major  Gil)son  sent 
for  a  reinforcement.  Col.  Sojnerset  proceeded  with 
200  infantry,  one  gun,  and  some  riflemen  lo  his  sup 
port- 
Major  G.  next  day,  wiihout  awailing  Ihe  rein- 
forcement, moved  upon  the  river,  with  only  an  ad- 
vance and  rear  guard.  If  aviiif;  the  wagons,  &c.,  be- 
tween, unprotected.  They  were  immediately  at- 
tacked and  the  line  cut  1,1  two  by  the  Carters,  who 
then  attacked  Ihe  rear  guard  upon  all  sides,  compel- 
ling MajrrG.  lo  retreat  to  Burn's  Hill.  The  advance 
guard  crossed  the  river,  both  divisions  united,  and 
being  joined  by  Col.  Somerset,  encamped  on  the 
bank  of  Ihe  Chumie. 

On  the  18th,  while  retiring  down  the  river,  they 
were  attacked  bv  3  0011  Cartres,  but  succeeded  in 
crossing,  with  a 'loss  of  1  officer  and  2  men  killed 
and  3  wounded.  Their  whole  loss  >vas  11  killed  and 
J4  wounded.  Government  is  I , king  steps  lo  call  out 
Ihe  whole  force  of  the  cavalry  10  put  down  Ihe  rob- 
ber tribes  by  which  they  are  surrounded.  Martial 
law  was  proclaimed  by  the  governor  on  the  SIjI  ol 
April. 

At  Post  Victoria  on  Ihe  19lh,  a  party  of  dragoons 
pursued  a  body  of  Carters  numberi.ig  1500,  and  at 
tacked  them  'They  were,  however,  forced  lo  re- 
treat. 

A  body  of  Caffers  had  also  attacked  the  defended 
position,  the  Wesleyan  chapel,  at  Collingham,  but 
viithoul  success.  They  were  also  seen  in  considera- 
ble force  at  various  points  on  Ihe  frontier.  They  at- 
tacked Drift  Posl,  and  succeeded  in  carrying  olf  89 
head  of  cattle.  Lieut.  O'Rielly  on  the  19ih,  wiin 
80  men,  met  and  engaged  a  body  of  Cart'ers,  and 
routed  them  without  "-erious  loss.  About  50  Cart'ers, 
on  the  night  of  the  '27lh,  attacked  the  callle  kraal 
near  Graham's  Town,  hut  were  driven  ofl'  bj  9  Eng- 
lishmen. Large  numbers  of  callle,  at  other  places, 
had  been  carried  oH'. 

In  an  engagement  at  Block  Drill  on  the  19lh,  il  is 
slated  that  200  Cart'ers  were  killed;  the  Engli-h  lost 
G  killed  and  4  mounded;  among  Ihe  latter  was  Lieut. 
Cochrane,  who  could  not  recover. 

Jay's  inn,  on  the  Fort  Beaufort  road,  has  been  fired, 
and  reduced  lo  a  heap  of  ruins.  Botha's  Post  has 
also  been  attacked,  but  the  defence  was  so  vigorous 
and  efl'ective,  that  the  dead  bodies  of  the  enemy  ac- 
luallv  damned  up  the  river. 

Tlie  colony  seems  to  be  seriously  threatened,  and 
the  utmost  alarm  prevailed  in  every  part.  The  sa- 
vages had  sl.ol  two  or  three  mail  carriers,  set  fire  lo 
dwellings  and  thrown  Ihe  populalion  of  Ihe  whole 
frontier  inio  the  utmost  confusion.  The  legislative 
council  had  been  summoned  to  c  nnpel,  by  law,  the 
citizens  lo  serve  as  troops  for  the  delence  of  the  co- 
lony. 


FOREIGN. 


France  and  Algiers.  Jibd  del  Kadir  has  taken 
a  horrid  example  Iroi.  his  enemies.  All  the  French 
prisoners  he  made  in  his  last  campaign,  amounting 
to  several  hundreds,  and  more  than  he  ever  had  be 
fore,  were  in  the  hands  of  tiis  brother-in-law,  Mus- 
taplia  Ben  Tanii,  who  commanded  at  Deira.  it  was 
necessary  for  ihe  latter  to  fly  before  the  French  for 
salety,  and  to  prevent  his  prisoners  from  being  res- 
cued, the  whole  were  massacred!  Though  unaruied, 
the  Frenchmen  did  not  perish  without  a  struggle. 
SOUTH   AFRICA. 

Caffre  war.  Cape  I'own  dates  to  the  30th  of 
April,  teceived  at  New  York  by  the  Mitchez,  repre- 
•ent  the  British  colony  as  seriously  tlireaieiied  by 
their  Cafl'er  neighbors.  Hostilities  wilh  the  '•savages" 
bad  commenced. 

On   the   15lh   April,  a  division  of  troops  marched 
towards  Hiown's  Hill,   where  there  is  a  ini-'sionary 
ItatlOD  in  front  of  the  gorges  of  the  Amalola  moun- 
■yoL.  XX,  Sio.  17 


NATINOAL   AFFAIRS. 


EXECUTIVE     JOURNAL. 
APPOINTMENTS  BV  THE    PRESIDENT. 

By  and  icitli  the  adiiice  and  cunsenl  of  the  Senate. 

Joseph  Hall,  of  Boston,  to  be  navj  agent  for  the 
porlol  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Thomas  J.  Duraiit,  to  he  attorney  of  the  Uniied 
Slates,  fur  the  district  of  Lniisiana,  from  and  after 
the  30ih  June,  1346,  vice  Solomon  W.  Uowiia,  re 
si,;ned. 

James  MacHenry  Boyd,  of  Maryland,  to  be  secre- 
tary of  legalion  of  the  United  Slates  near  h.r  Bri- 
tannic maj  sty,  vice  Gansevnort  Melville,  deceased. 

Joel  SV.  Junes,  of  the  District  ol  Colu.uDia,  to  be 
military  stuiekeeper,  vice  Stevens  T.  Mason,  ap- 
pointed captain  in  the  regimenl  of  mounted  riUe 
men. 

Richard  W.  Cummins,  of  Missouri,  to  be  Indian 
agent  for  Ihe  Fort  Leavenwortn  agency,  from  the 
31  July,  1846,  when  his  present  comuiission  ex- 
pires. 

Henry  Wilson,  of  Ohio,  to  be  purser  in  the  navy, 
lo  611  a  vacancy  occasioued  by  Ibu  deatb  ol'  Jobu  C. 
SpsQcer,  jr. 


DIPLOMATIC     JOURNAL 

We  find  the  sniij  nned  interesting  statement  in  Ihe 
Wa-hiiiilon  corr.  spoiidcnce  of  the  "North  .Ameri- 
can." How  far  Ihe  particulars  of  itie  stalenient 
may  be  accnrale,  we  oann  d  say;  but  that  it  was  Mr. 
Webster's  purpose,  in  1842  umlir  Ihe  sanction  of 
Ihe  then  president,  to  obtain,  by  peaceable  cession 
from  Mexico,  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  and  iliat 
this  purpose  was  made  known  to  Lord  Ashbuiton 
and  Lord  Aberdeen,  and  met  no  opposilion  in  those 
quarters,  we  believe  to  be  entirely  true.  We  doubt, 
however,  whether  any  formal  proposition  was  laid 
before  the  coinmillees  of  the  two  houses.  The 
stale  of  things  in  1842  was  not  favorable  lo  a  united 
aclion  of  ihe  diirerpiit  branches  of  the  governmenl  on 
such  a  subject. — .\nl    /ii(. 

"  IVashinglon.  June  lllh,  194fi. 

"There  is  no  doubt  Mexico  owes  nearly  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars  lo  British  capitalists,  and  (A«y  have 
looked  lo  Ihe  acquisition  of  California  as  the  means 
of  remuneration,  when  all  others  failed.  But  thai  a 
mortgage  or  lien  was  given  upon  it  is  unworthy  of 
any  confidence.  Indeed,  it  is  contradicted  by  lads 
within  my  knowledge,  which  have  never  reached 
Ihe  public  eye,  but  may  some  day  go  before  the 
country  in  a  more  tangible  and  authentic  form. 

"Dill  ing  the  negotiation  on  the  Noriheaslern  houn. 
dary  qneslion,  .Mr.  Web-ler,  (as  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed.) reflecled  upon  the  immense  imporiance  that 
a  safe  and  well  located  harbor,  like  that  of  San 
Francisco  upon  the  Pacific,  would  be  lo  the  future 
commerce  of  ihe  country,  when  our  trade  with  Ihe 
East  Indies  and  China  became  more  exiended,  and 
seeing  the  advanlages  of  a  naval  station  on  that 
coast,  snbnii'led  to  Lord  Ashbiiilon  that  the  govern- 
menl of  the  United  Stales  would  probibly  enter  upon 
a  n  golialion  wilh  .'VIexico  for  the  purchase  of  a  por- 
tion of  Calilorni.,,  and  England  should  not  interpose 
any  obstacles.  Lord  Ashburion  answered,  he  had  no 
instructions  as  to  iliis  point,  nol  antieipaling  it  to  be 
raised,  and  at  Uie  snggeslion  of  Mr.  Webster  he 
wrote  to  the  Eirl  of  Aberdeen  lor  advice.  The  re- 
ply vvas  esteemed  satisfactory,  Lord  Aberdeen  ad- 
mitting that  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  its  com- 
merce, should  have  a  port  on  the  Pacific,  and  con- 
lerences  were  then  held  wilh  Mr.  Almonle,  the 
Mexican  minister.  At  first  he  declined  to  receive 
the  suggestion,  but  gradually  gave  way  to  the  weight 
of  argument  and  inducement  vvhich  were  piesented. 
Finally,  Mr.  Webster  succeeded  so  far  in  these  in- 
formal negoiiaiions  as  to  lay  the  subject  before  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations  of  tlie  two  houses," 
&c  ,&c. 

U.  S.  Envoy  at  Naples.  Il  will  be  recollected 
that  just  lieli^re  Mr.  Tyler  retired  from  the  execu- 
tive department,  he  appointed  a  brother  of  Mr.  Polk, 
then  president  elect,  as   V.  S.  diplomatic  envoy  at 

Naples. 

The  London  Dnily  Keios,  edited  by  "Boz" — the 
man  (or  whom  tahkaux  were  got  up  on  a  grand  and 
magnificent  scale  111  New  Yolk,  and  who  vva-  honor- 
ed with  a  festive  enterlaiiiii'eiit  in  Richmond,  intro- 
duci  s  the  Amei  ican  ambassador  lo  his  readers  in  the 
following  nol  very  flattering  leim?: 

•  »  *  "TI.e  blurt'  fbce  if  Sir  Henry  Pottinger 
reminds  one  of  our  leccnt  glories  on  the  hanks  of  the 
Sulhj;  vihile  the  lall,  gaunt  figure  ol  Mr.  P„lk 
(bioiher  to  the  Yankee  president.;  lising  in  a  ghMst- 
Iv  vision  trehind  liiiu,  sngg'Sis  a  similar  discomfiture 
o'f  the  Keiiluckian  Sikhs  on  the  banks  of  the  Colum- 
bia river."  •  •  •  •  Apropos  of 
.Mr.  polk,  (afortsaid);  the  presence  of  this  gentle- 
man III  Enii  pe  is  cue  of  the  biauiifui  illusiiaiiuns  uf 
democratic  exenipnoii  Iroin  lb  t  well  know..  Rn.r.an 
vice,  nepuUsm.  Heie  is  an  individual  sent  out  at 
the  expei.se  uf  the  all  repiidlaling  rtpi.Llie,  in  II, e 
higli  opacity  of  us  envoy  at  the  Court  ol  Naples, 
lor  >»liich  einploynient  his  qualiHcaiion  appear- to 
be  that  he  is  ah-ulmely  incapahle  ul  inten  hanging 
li.s  ideas  in  any  Eiropean  dialeci  spoken  on  this  eon 

linenl a   sense  uf  whicli  incapaciiy   seems  10   have 

-uggesled  to  him  the  u-eie»»nes3  of  his  sojourning  in 
Naples,  fur  he  nas  been  all  this  year  in  fans  or  else- 
.V  here."  

INDIAN     JOURNAL. 

Treaty  with  the  Ca.manches,  u;uI  tAe  yiu/ Je|)u- 
talioH  fioin  Ihe  truirie  tnbts  oj  Ihr  Huuthicesl-  1  wo 
week-  ago  we  weie  uneasy  as  to  the  l.<le  yf  Gov. 
licTLER  and  Col.  Lewis,  who  were  exposed  t..  the 
iroutier  fer.ncut,  on  a  mission  to  the  Indian  IriDea  of 
>it      wild  re^ioD-    Tbeir  sale  reiurn  ii  tb«  mer« 
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grateful  to  all,  as  they  are  accompanied  with  such  |  cikcclar  to  collectors  akd  other  officers  or 
signal   evidences  of  the  success  of  Iheir  mission. —  thf.  cust 


Peace  may  be  considered  as  secured  upon  that  broad 
border,  by  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  and  consoli- 
dated by  the  eflectire  measures  now  in  progress  as 
well  as  by  the  decisive  victories  recently  obtained 
upon  the  Rio  del  Norte.  The  New  Orleans  Tropic, 
of  the  5tb,  says — "The  steamer  Rodolph  arrived 
bete  last  evening  from  Port  Caddo,  bringing  as  pas- 
sengers Captain  T.  S.  Alexander,  lady,  and  Miss 
Alexander;  two  companies  of  the  6th  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  ninely-Dve  r'nk  and  file  from  Fort 
Towson,  commauded  by  Captain  Alexander  and 
Lieutenants  Welmore,  Burnell,  Ernest,  Dent,  and 
Easton,  attended  by  Dr.  Simpson.  Also,  Col.  M.  G. 
Lewis,  commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Indians;  Gen. 
Mascona,  G.  J.  Wilson,  Major  R.  S.  Peighbors,  J. 
Coyle,  R.  Cook,  and  41  indion  chiefs,  and  four  ser- 
vants, from  the  Camanche  and  other  Indian  tribes. 
This  is  a  very  important  arrival,  as  peace  with 
thirteen  Indian  tribes  bordering  on  Texas  is  now 
guarantied.  The  treaties  with  all  these  have  been 
made  by  Col.  Lewis,  in  connexion  with  Judge  But- 


Treasury  Drpartmcnl,  Junt  11,  1846. 

It  is  deemed  important  in  the  present  juncture  of 
affairs  growing  out  of  the  cxifling  state  of  war  be- 
tween the  United  Stales  and  Mexico,  to  furnish  the 
officers  of  the  customs  with  proper  directions  for 
their  government.  The  department  has  accordingly 
prepared  the  following  instructions  to  which  their  es- 
pecial atttolion  is  called,  and  a  strict  conformity 
thereto  ei  joined. 

By  the  law  of  nations,  as  recognised  by  repeated 
decisions  of  otir  judicial  tribunals,  the  existence  of 
a  state  of  war  interdicts  all  trade  or  commerce  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  the  two  nations  engaged  in  the 


Oregon.  In  allusion  to  the  amicable  settlement  of  ihc 
Oregon  controversy,  the  Baltimore  Patriot  remarks: 
"Now,  that  this  question  is  settled,  we  should  not  forget 
that  the  country  owes  something  of  acknowledgment,  Ht 
least,  to  those  senators  who  have  been  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  efiectin?  its  aniici.ble  adjustment.  The  whig 
senatt>r8  were  nearly  all  prominent  in  thia.  The  speech 
of  Mr.  Webster,  in  which  he  announced,  with  an  em- 
phiisis  which  could  not  be  misunderstood  hy  England, 
that  the  United  States  would  never  co'isent  to  take  less 
than  the  line  of  the  forty-ninth  parallel,  and  that  upon 
that  point  men  of  all  parties  in  this  country  were  agreed, 
at  once  presented  the  alternative  of  peace  or  war  to 
England,  and  doubtless  contributed  largely  to  ilie  rea- 
S'lns  which  influenced  the  Briiish  ministry  in  making 
the  proposition  for  settlement.  The  early  and  vignrous 
stirid  taken  by  Mr.  Calhoun  against  the  t-ourse  of  the 
rndicals  of  his  own  party  in  the  senate,  had  the  happiest 


ler,  of  South  Cdrolina,  and  the  delegations  are  taken  neutral  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  proceeding  directly 
to  Washington,  both  with  the  purpose  of  having  the  from  any  of  our  ports,  to  ports  or  places  in  the  ter- 
treaties  ratified,  and    to  acquaint  these  'men  of  the    ritories  of  Mexico      In  all  such  cases,  therefore,  it 


war.     Jt  consequently   follows,  that  neither  vessels  , 

nor    merchandise  of  any  description  can  he  allowed  j  eff'^'^l  upon  the  whole  question,  and  gave  the  subject  that 
to  proceed  from  ports  or  places  in  the  United  States  ;  '"f".  which  placed   it_  in    the  way  uf  settlement.     The 
lo  ports  or  places  in  the  territories  of  Mexico,  with 
the    exception  of  such    ports  or  places  in  the  latter 
country,  as  may  be  at  the  time  in  the  actual  posses- 
sion of  the  United  Stales  forces. 

The   interdiction    referred    to,  applies  equally   to 


wilds'  with  the  extent  of  our  country  and  the  nuni 
ber  of  its  inhabitants;  on  which  subjects  they  have 
at  present  very  obscure  ideas.  They  represent  at 
least  fifly  thousand  souls,  all  of  whom  will  be  peace- 
ful, at  least  during  the  absence  of  Iheir  chiefs,  and 
we  hope  'for  all  time.' 

"The  various  tribes  represented  are  the  Camanche, 
Lapan,  Ton-ke-way,  Waco,  Witchata,  To-wack-a- 
nie.  An  no-dor  rol,  Caddo,  Ion  i,  Kichi,  Delaware, 
Fonamhow,  Bede,  and  Bu-lux-ee." 

The  New  Orleans  Delta,  June  14th.  says— "The 
particulars  of  the  recent  Indian  treaty,  is  the  most 
important  news  which  we  find  in  the  papers  receiv- 
ed by  the  Galveston.  Eleven  tribes  were  fully  re- 
presented, and  all  the  chiefs  signed  the  treaty,  and 
declared  their  determination  lo  assist  in  punishing  all 
who  might  violate  it.  One  of  the  objec  ts  of  the  de- 
legation of  Indians  who  have  accompanied  Gov. 
Butler  to  Washington  city,  is  to  fix  upon  a  line  of 
boundary,  within  which  to  restrict  the  occupation  of 
the  Indians.  The  points  settled  bj  the  treaty  are 
thus  enumerated. 

The  Indians  acknowledge  themselves  under  the 
protection  of  the  United  States,  and  recognize  no 
other  authority,  pledging  themselves  to  perpetual 
smity  and  friendship  with  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates  and  all  friendly  Indians. 

They  agree  not  lo  form  alliances  with  the  enemies 
of  the  country,  and  to  give  notire  of  any  contem- 
plated invasion  or  impeniiing  danger. 

Each  tribe  is  lo  give  notice  of  the  violation  of  the 
treaty  on  the  part  of  the  other. 

They  are  to  give  up  all  prisoners,  and  aid  the  au- 
thorities of  the  United  States  in  obtaining  them. 

They  pledge  themselres  to  desist  from  all  murder 
aod  depredation,  and  to  surrender  all  ofienderd  to  be 
tried  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  United  States  have  the  right  to  establish  agen- 
cies  and  trading  houses  among  them,  and  to  establish 
military  posis,  Sic. 

They  ctncede  to  the  United  Stales  the  right  of 
control  over  all  trade  and  intercourse,  and  will  in  no 
instance  seek  personal  redress  for  injuries,  either  to 
person  or  properly,  but  will  in  such  cases  apply  lo 
Ibe  United  Slates  agent. 

They  concede  the  right  to  introduce  among  them 
niinisters  of  the  gospel  and  school  ieachers. 


becomes  your  duty,  and  you  are  accordingly  direct 
ed  lo  refuse  clearances  lo  all  vessels,  and  their  car- 
goes, departing  from  our  ports,  to  ports  or  places  in 
the  country  mentioned,  with  the  exception  before 
stated. 

The  26ih  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  bearing  date  the  5lhof  April,  1831,  con 


great  speech  of  Mr.  Benton,  at  the  moment  when  the 
question  was  at  a  pause,  and  boih  governments  uncer- 
tain what  ati^p  was  proper  ne.xt  to  take,  as  it  Uft  no 
ground  to  Mr.  Polk  for  refusing  the  line  nt  fnrty-nine, 
may  be  held  to  have  forced  him  to  submit  the  mailer, 
as  he  did,  to  the  advisement  of  the  senate.  And  thus 
each  of  these  three  senators,  in  a  different  way,  but  all 
in  matters  essential,  contributed  to  secure  the  amicable 
adjustment  of  the  controveisy.  Mr.  Webster  brought 
the  proposition  frum  Eiighmd;  Mr.  Calhnun  prevented 
its  being  rejected;  Mr.  Benton  obliged  Mr.  Poilk  lo  do 
that  which  secured  its  acceptance.  So  the.^e  three  sena- 
tors— each  radically  diflering  from  the  ntl.er  in  points  of 
politics,  often  oppo.«ing  each  other  on  questions,  personal 
and  local,  and  representing  as  they  do,  portions  of  the 
country  widely  separated,  and  by  some  supposed  to 
have  no  interest  in  common  but  that  which  they  have 
in    the  union   of  the    states,  that    makes   them  one — to 


They  agree  to  prohibit  the  mt.oduct.ou  of  spiritu-  f^T 7/  "'  ^''^"=''  belonging  to  naerchants  „o(  r«- 
ous  liquors  among  them,  and  lo  give  notice  of  the  1' ,  f„  "T'  "  l°t^Tu"l"^  ''^  ""=  '''''^'^  «"d  '' 
violation  of  this  pFovisior i.  consequently  prohibited  by  the  rules  of  inleriiational 


lalna  ihp  r,',ilr.u,in,r  oi-,n,,i..i;„,  „  -  k'  u  '  ■'  "r  ,1  '  J5''niel  Webster,  John  C.  Culhoun,  and  Thomas  H. 
fnr?-  .L  ^°"°"""S  spulalons  Which  are  in  full  i  Benton  is  the  cotlntry  mainly  indebted  for  .he  amicable 
force.and  bndingon  I, econlracttng  parties,  and  are  and  honorable  adjustment  of  the  long  continued  and 
to  be  slriclly  observed  and  lespected  by  Ihe  United  |  complicated  Oregnn  controversv,  and  for  the  continu- 
Stales  and  Iheir  officers,  to  wit:  '  '  .„..., 

•'For  the  greater  security  of  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  of  the  United  Mexican  Stales,  it  is  agreed  now 
for  then,  that  if  there  should  he  at  any  time  here- 
after an  inlerruplion  of  the  friendly  relations  which 
now  exist,  or  a  war  unhappily  break  out  between 
the  two  contracting  parties,  there  shall  be  allowed 
the  term  of  six  months  to  the  merchants  residing  on 
the  coasi,  and  one  year  to  those  residing  in  Ihe  inte- 
rior of  Ihe  slates  and  territories  of  each  other  res- 
pectively, to  arrange  their  business,  dispose  of  their 
effects,  or  transport  them  wheresoever  they  may 
please,  giving  them  a  safe  conduct  to  protect  them 
to  the  port  they  may  designate.  These  citizens  who 
may  be  established  in  Ihe  states  and  territories  afore- 
said, exercising  any  other  occupation  or  trade,  shall 
be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  uninterrupted  enjoy- 
ment of  their  liberty  and  property,  so  long  as  they 
conduct  themselves  peaceably,  and  do  not  commit 
any  ofl'ence  against  the  laws;  and  their  goods  and  ef- 
lects,  of  whatever  class  and  condition  they  may  be, 
shall  nol  be  subject  lo  any  embargo  or  sequestration 
whatever,  nor  to  any  charge  or  tax  other  than  may 
be  established  upon  similar  gooils  and  effects  belong- 
ing to  the  cilizfchs  of  the  stale  in  which  they  reside, 
respectively,  nor  shall  Ihe  debts  between  imlividuals] 
nor  moneys  in  the  public  funds,  or  in  public  or  pri- 
vate banks,  nor  shares  in  companies,  be  confiscated, 
embargoed,  or  detained." 

It  is  to  be  specially  noted,  that  the  privileges  men- 
tioned in  the  article  of  the  tieaty  quoted,  apply  ex- 
clusively to  citizen  merchants  actually  residing  in 
the  countries  respectively  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war.     Hence  Ihe   removal  from  this  country  of  any 


pro 

The  United  States,  in  consideration  of  these  alipU' 
lalioiis  on  the  part  of  the  several  Indian  tribes  repre- 
benled  at  the  treaty,  agree  lo  make  peace  for  them 
with  all  their  enemies,  to  give  them  presents  every 
fall,  &c.,  as  usual  in  similar  treaties. 

The  E-se  qiia-i-as  and  Mcscaleros,  numbering  to- 
gether about  501JU  souls,  who  are  bianrhes  of  ihe 
Lipans  and  allies  of  the  Camanches,  and  came  recently 
from  tlie  Mexican  parlies  are  included  among  the 
tribes  represented  by  the  treaty.  The  Camanches 
are  anxious  to  conciliate  them. 

One  white  child  and  four  Mexican  boys  were  ran- 
sou.ed  from  Ihe  Camanches.  The  two  Parker  child- 
ren were  seen,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  to 
procure  Ihcin  by  frost. 

A  parly  ol  eleven  of  the  Tonkaway  Indians  re- 
cently visilcd  the  now  Dutch  Colony  of  Castroville, 
and  stole  Ihrcc  horses.  The  owners  of  the  horses 
ipimctliatoly  pursued,  overtook,  and  killed  three  of 
the  Indians,  and  recovered  the  horses 

Col.  Harney,  of  the  U.  S.  Dragoons,  has  recently 
msde  a  requisition  upon  the  governor  of  Texas  for 
seven  companies  of  neo,  lo  asttsl  io  the  defence  of 
UM  ((uiititr- 


law. 

It  IS  deemed  proper  to  call  Ihe  attention  of  the  re- 
spective officers  of  the  customs  lo  any  private  arm 
ing  and  equipping  of  vessels  that  may  lake  place  in 
their  ports,  wilh  a  view  lo  ascertain  as  far  as  may  be 
practicable  the  true  object  and  destination  of  all  such 
vessels,  in  order  Ihat  due  measures  may  be  taken  lo 
frustrate  any  design  or  atlenipt  to  ali'ord  aid  or  as- 
sistance of  any  kind  to  the  enemy. 

Should  any  case  arise  occasioning  doubt  in  your 
mind  as  lo  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  you  will 
advise  with  the  United  States  district  attorney  and  if 
found  necessary,  will  submit  the  matter  to  the  de- 
partment for  inslructions. 

The  latest  intelligence  received  at  the  department 
leads  lo  the  conclusion  that  Ihe  Slate  of  Yucatan 
would  at  Icasl  remain  neutral  during  the  present 
war,  and  probably  assume  Ihe  altitude  of  a  separate 
and   independent  sovereignly,   desiring  lo  maintain 

the  most  friendly  relations  with  the  United  Slates 

That  being  the  case,  the  ports  of  Yucatan  would  not 
be  subject  lo  th«  iDUrdiclion  of  commerce  applica- 
ble lo  Mexico  seoerally.        R.  J.  WALKER, 
Sctrtlary  <ff  (At  TV-coiury. 


nee  of  peace,  between  us  and  England.  This  is  to  be 
said  to  their  honor;  and  distinguished  a.«  they  have  here- 
tofore been  in  their  lives,  the  page  which  records  what 
they  have  cunlribuled  to  this  end,  will  be  among  the 
brightest  in  their  history,  and  secjre  to  them,  what  a 
virtuous  public  man  only  can  desire,  the  approbation 
of  the  wise  and  good  of  those  who  live  with  him  or 
come  after  hini." 

Austin  Friars,  Lo.sdon,  June  2,  H46.  l 

My  lord:  The  commiiiee  of  the  Soulli  American  and 
3Iexica7i  Associalion  take  the  liberty  to  address  your 
lordship,  in  consequence  of  the  intelligence  recently  re- 
ceived of  the  republic  of  the  United  States  ol  America 
having  declared  war  against  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

The  grievous  evils  certain  to  result  from  this  unhappy 
occurrence,  to  all  parlies  carrying  on  intercourse  with, 
or  having  interests  in  Mexico,  the  coniinii tee  need  not 
P'lint  out  to  your  lordship.  The  blockaiiing  of  ports; 
the  warning  off  of  vessels  now  on  their  way  to  Me.\ico, 
with  cargoes  expres.-ly  provided  for  that  markei;  die  im- 
peding ol  returns  being  made  for  cargoes  previuualy 
sent;  the  general  interruption  of  the  pursuits  of  com- 
merce; the  irregular  slate  of  warfare  iniioduced  by 
the  issuing  of  letters  <if  marque,  often  leading  to  unli- 
censed marauding  on  the  sc^s,  are  the  direct  and  unavoi- 
dable  cnnsequences  of  active  hostiliiits  between  two 
iiailons,  respeciively  situated  towards  each  other  as  ore 
these  two  republics. 

That  a  large  poriion  of  these  evils  mu.si  fall  on  Briiish 
subjects  troni  the  extensive  nature  of  iheir  intercourse 
and  coiinexiuii  with  Mexico,  your  lordship  will  also  be 
fully  aware. 

The  committee  venture  lo  hope,  t  lal,  on  an  examina- 
tion or  the  grounds  on  which  this  declaration  of  war  has 
been  issued  by  the  United  States,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  grievance  allegecl  by  that  power  against  Mexico  is 
not  so  deeply  rooted,  biit  the  friendly  interposition  of 
gnod  offices  between  the  contending  parties  by  an  inde- 
pendent power,  standing  in  relations  of  amity  and  neu- 
trality towards  both,  may  be  found  available  lo  remove 
it. 

The  President  of  the  United  Slates,  in  his  message  lo 
the  congress  u{  thai  republic,  declares  the  gniiind  ol  of- 
fence to  be— that  a  iVlexican  force  had  aitackeJ  a  force 
of  ihe  United  Stales,  placed  on  the  left  honk  of  the  Rio 
del  Norte,  between  ihai  river  and  the  river  Nueces;  this 
act  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  republic  of  jilexico 
constituting  in  itself  a  "elate  of  war.'' 

The  president  further  adverts,  in  his  message,  to  the 
faei  lliat  Texas  hal,  "by  the  final  action  of  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  become  an  integral  pari  of  the 
Union.''  But  it  is  manifest  that  the  iiitegriiy  of  this  part 
of  the  Union  must  be  decided  by  the  geographical  po- 
sition of  that  etate.  previous  to  its  separation  from  the 
mother  country.  There  is  not  a  map  in  c.\isience,  pub- 
lished previous  to  the  separation  of  the  province  of  'i'ex- 
as,  tliiii  does  not  assign  the  river  Nueces  as  the  bouiitia- 
ry  of  that  province. 

The  only  act  by  which  it  is  assumed  that  the  bounda- 
ry of  Texas  could  be  obtruded  to  the  Rio  del  Norte,  is 
an  act  ol  the  congress  of  Texas  itself,  passed  in  Decem- 
ber US36,  Texas  being  at  thai  lime  in  ineuriecnon  against 
the  parent  state,  and  its  independence  not  having  been 
acknowledged  by  any  poAcr  whatever.  Up.ui  a  title 
of  such  unquestionable  validity  it  is  that  the  U.  Slates 
has  thought  fit  to  direct  its  trumps  to  occupy  the  lerriiory 
in  question,  and  to  consider  the  attempt  to  dislodge  dium 
ihercfruiii  eg  ai)  act  constiluting  a  declaraiiun  of  war  by 
Mexico. 
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Ii  is  tn  br  remarke'l.  that  -irHrvial,  clai  irn2  'Iip  whole 
of  the  tprntorv  in  queiioii  hpt^veen  rhe  river-;  N  n-C' - 
and  river  Del  Nur'e  tn  l>o  iheir  own.  ilip   M. 


Mill   I 


lili>-  rhspuled 


far  fro'ii  provnkim!  lM«iii 

eround,   had    wholly  conlined  tiiem*.;!  _ 

bank  i.f  the  Rio  del  Norte,  until  the  ironi.s  nf  the  Uoiied 
States  had  appeared  on  ihtf  other  Bid>',  avoiiling  there- 
fore on  the  aide  of  Mexico  nil  cause  of  irrita'ion. 

And  if.  indeed,  tiiere  had  been  ^o.ne  inaniffjiatiin  of 
irritated  feelina  on  the  pan  of  Me.xico  with  recard  to 
Texas,  It  might  perhaps   have  been   consideruJ  some- 


184' 

The  whole  ntimber  of  vote?  was  271.  Necesiaiy 
lo  a  rhnice  133.  John  P.  H.ile  had  139;  H.  Hob- 
bard,  119;  Jaj.  Bell,  1;  John  Kelley,  1;  Wni.  Bad- 
whal  eXi:U9iib!c.  Several  hundreds  nf  British  subjects  i  ger.  1  The  senate  on  the  same  afternoon,  concur. 
are  at  this  time  dispersed  throuiihnut  Mexico,  carrvinj  j  fej  with  the  honse  in  the  election  of  the  lion.  J.  P. 
on,  under  the  protectii)n   nf  die  Ireiiiy  between  G.  tiri-  [  Hale,  by  a  vole  of  12  !.■  8. 

lain  and  Mexico,  their  several  leijiiinrite  pursuits  to  the  j       ^  milUarv  coiu'Ollioii,  met  at  Concord  on  the  lOlh 
advantage  of  the  couiit:y  in  which  iliev  ar.'  settled  and  j  ;„,„„,_        ' 

>nlTd  1       P"""'^  '""''  Ji-pr^ites  —The  joint  resoliillon  aullinr- 
„g(..\  Winer  the  Ireusnrer    lo  annlv  I'oT   the  Sl:lle'8  "ihare    of 


In  the  anprnoin  G^v.^-'-bv  deliv»rnd  his  in-."- '  pit. '.^e>.  41.11.')  SI?,  -f  Rve,  SIO."  flfln.  .,r  ..h.,-. 
enral  mes-aje.— It  i-j  a  brief,  slraij^hl  forwaiM,  and  ,  J')^,ii:);i;  v' '  -'  >ee.i,  j^>43  fH'b;  >'  •■  "k  '  ^--i.  ^-(.-..."-fiii; 
pretty  document.  j  "I"   "a'^-    3.i''1434;    of    ileal    catHe.    S'i.auS  353;    nf 

UniUit  Slalrs  seiinlor.—On   the 'Jth  insl.  llie  home  !  hoi-si-s.    $1,349,531;    of   sheep,   §315,094;   of   swine, 
of  representatives  proceeded  to  the  eleclion  of  a   U.    Jl, 144,756. 
S.  senator,  to  serve  for  6  years  from  the  4th  March,  


which  II 
to  their  own  If  these  persons  wen 
gate  themselves  tojeiher  in  a  renv>ie_ 
province  of  .Mexic  >,  aid 


Pe.VNSYLVANiA. — Iiiterttt  on  the  public  drU.  The 
Pennsylvanian,  in  speaking  of  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt  of  that  slate  due  in  AusiHt  next, says: — 
"We  are  happy  to  state  that,  owinn  lo  the  promp- 
titude of  the  several  counties  in  the  payment  of  iheir 
taxes,  and  the  increased  revenue  Irom  our  slate  im- 
provements— added  lo  Ihe  exertions  of  the  stale  trea- 
surer— there  is  noiv  every  probability  that  the  seni- 
annual  iiislalnient  of  the  stale  interest  will  be  punc- 
tually and  fully  paid." 


rion  agal  IS,  the  p.rre'nt  ^tate!  then  a  declarahon  of  sepa-    sales  lor  Ihe  |,ublic  lands,  has  passed  in  the  house  lo 


ration  and  independence,  and,  lasil.v,  an  net  of  annex- 
ation to  the  British  or-^wn,  such  a  pm.-eedme  could 
hardly  be  vie\v.>d  as  otherwise  than  jrievous  inwards 
the  republic  ol  Mexico,  and  not  calculated  perhaps  to 
Btlrncl  a  moral  symiathv  in  any  qiarler.  It  is  now 
mailer  of  historical  record,  that  when  the  signatures  lo 
the  act  of  annexation  nf  Texas  to  ihe  U.iited  Stales 
came  to  be  examined,  they  were  found  to  be  nearly  all 
iho-e  of  eiranijers,  and  not  nf  n  nive  Te.wns. 

The  com  niliee  of  ilie  S.in'h  ..V  u.-ric;iii  and  Mexican 
Association  resp-cilully  brimj  thes-   ciiciinistaiices  un 
der  the  notice  .>f  her  inajesiv's  noverii'ii 
that  it  shall  appear,  on  an  iinpariial  view  of  the  p 
relations  between   the  United   St.iles  and  .Mexico,  iha 


BiifTalo  Commercial  Advertiser  of  May  29  sa\8— 

"What  is   said   of  Connectinit,  in    the  article  we 
copy  below  fio.n  the  Albany    Evenini;  Journal,    will 
apply    even   with  more   emphasis  to   Massachosetls, 
Rhode  Island,  part  of  New  Hampshire,  and    sundry 
olher  slates.      These  manufacliirers  have  grown  up 
during  a  state  of  peace,  when  the  while-winged  mes- 
in  the  hope  ]  sengers  of  commerce  were  free  to  roam  the  ocean  as 
they  listed,  and  when  the  varied  products   of  Euro- 
pean industry  can  be  obtained  in  less  lime  and  al  al- 
Ihere  19  no  cause  of  rupture  between  the  iw.)  parlies  but  I  ^^^^j(  lijjj,^ijpl      |^,.,   expense    than  ihirly   years   ago 
Buch  as  a   friendly  and  respectful  interposition  of  good  i ,  .  ,  ^^  ,_  ■   ■  -  ■■  .-.«-, 


a  third  reading,  by  a  vole  of  191  to  61. 

CoN.vECTicoT.     .a/nnii/iditrfrs  and  prnducls.     The  j  nn   the   Rio  Grande.     On  the  lOih  June   he  reached 


Texas 
19lh  M= 


— Govtrnor  Henderson  and  staff,  left  on  the 
lo  lake  command  of  the  Texan  volunteers 


dly  and  respectful  interpositio 
offices  mii^hl  remove.  Her  majesty's  ;iOvernment  may 
deem  it  expedient  to  endeavor,  in  ihil  character,  to  put 
an  end  t  >  a  siaie  of  hostility  between  ilie  two  republics, 
harassing  and    injuiious  lo  both. 

The  cninmiiiee  do  not  conoeiil  thai  it  is  (mm  the  de- 
sire to  protect  their  cominerci.il  inierests,  ihai  ihey  ad- 
dress this  represeiuation  to  your  lordship;  bui  they  trust 
ihat  that  motive  comprehends  nothing  that  is  not  in  ac- 
cordance  with  the  general  interests  of  civilized  states. — 
At  a  time  when  the  desire  fir  the  maintenance  ol  peace 
is  so  Henerally  aid  praciicully  recognized  by  the  powers 
of  Europe,  it  cannot  be  out  of  place  for  Eni-lishmen  to 
express  a  hope  that  between  the  republics  ol  the  West- 
ern Hemisphere,  possessin;;  the  most  free  institutions, 
and  a  boundless  territory,  with  all  ihe  means  within 
themselves  of  encouraging  and  rewardi.ig  industry  and 
extending  civilization  and  hippioess.  the  elements  of 
atrtfe  and  discord  may  speedily  be  dispersed,  and  the 
bonds  of  amiiy  and  good  will  be  sireiigilieiied,  to  their 
own  common  advantage,  and  thai  of  all  holding  friendly 
intercourse  with  them. 

I  have  Ihe  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  faithful 
servant,  J.  D    P0WLE3, 

Chairman  of  the  S'lmh  American  and 

.Mexican  Assiciation. 
The  right  hon.  the  earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.   T..  one  of  her 

majesty's  principil  secreiaries  of  state,  &,c.,  &c. 


goods  could  be  transported  from  Albany  lo  BuCTilo 
These  commercial  facilities,  have  in  a  manner  with- 
drawn atlenlion  from  ihe  gn  at  national  iniporlance 
of  cherishing  home  manufacturing  industry,  as  an 
essential  element  of  national  independence.  That 
was  the  view  taken  of  Ihe  subject  b)  the  fathers  of 
the  republic,  but  the  anli-tariir  politicians  of  our  day 
look  only  lo  dollars  and  cents,  and  insist  that,  if  any 
product— no  mailer  how  essential  may  be  lis  stead) 
supply  under  all  circumstances — can  be  bought  a 
penny  cheaper  in  a  foreign  port,  we  o'ii»ht  to  forego 


Ihe  Rin  Grande  with  say  one  thousand  men  and  alio 
17  Tonkaway  Indians. 

Eirclions  fir  county  officer!  are  lo  take  place  on 
the  13ih  July  throughout  the  stale. 

Thhly-one  new  counlien  have  been   formed  during 
the  session  of  the  legislature. 


MR.  WEB.«?rER  ON  THE  NATIONAL 

FINANCES— 

On  Ike  objects  of  the  war  with  Mexico — On  sending  a 

mission  to  Mexico. 


During  the  debate  in  the  U.  S.  senate  on  the  sup- 
plementary war  bill,  on  Wednesday  last — 

Mr.  Webster  remarked  Ihat  he  was  not  al  all  sur- 
prised al  the  inirodiiclion  of  the  bill  before  the  sen- 
ale.  The  law  lo  which  it  was  proposed  as  a  supple- 
ment, he  would  not  say  was  nol  conslitulional,  but  it 

as   not  passed   in   the   regular  exercise  of  powers 


'its  production  or  manufacture.  Proleclion  has  made  ,  conferred  upon  oon-ress  by  Ihe  conslitulion  in  rela- 
every  thing,  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Ihis  coun-  |  lion  to  the  militia  nor  in  relation  to  a  regular  army, 
try,  cheaper  than  before,  and  if  war  with  any  Eu-  U  was  a  kind  of  patch  work,  a  niixed  up,  anony- 
ropean  power  should  unhappily  break  out,  we  would  moiis,  and  incongruous  syslem,  as  he  would  venture 
Ihen  be  able  lo  form  some  just  notions  of  the  nn- i  to  say,  this  early  occasion  for  us  modificalior.  proved 
mense  value  of  the  policy  of  protecting  our  own.  it  to  be.  and  v  ould  be  abundantly  evident  before  the 

The  slate  of  Conneclicut  is  one  of  the  three  small-  war  wilh  Mexico  was  ended.  He  did  nol  design  to 
est  stales  in  this  union.  Its  soil  is  nol  noted  lor  pro-  oppose  the  amendmenl— it  might  be  necessary,  and 
ductiveiiess   and  were  il  cursed  as  are  the  southern    he  should  attempt  to  throw  no  obstacles  in  Ihe  way 


STATES  OF   THE   UNION. 


Maine. —  United  Stales  senator.  Another  attempt 
was  made  on  the  I7ih  insl.  by  the  loco  members  of 
the  legislat'ire  of  Maine  to  agree  upon  a  candidate 
to  siieeeed  Mr.  Evans  "  hose  term  expires  on  Ihe  4lh 
March,  1847 

The  tenale  caMus  voted,  for  Hugh  J.  Anderson,  15 
Hannibal  Hamlin,     13 

The  house  caucus,  for 


Hamlin, 

44 

Anderson, 

2(i 

J.  A.  Lowell, 

6 

W.  P.  Preble. 

6 

W.  B.  S.  Moore, 

1 

slates,  with  the  "Patriarchal  Inslitulion"  of  slavery 
a  population  of  190,000  would  starve,  were  they 
confined  within  its  liuiils.  But  il  contains  more  than 
31)0  000  of  freemen,  as  industrious,  frugal,  enlighlen- 
ed  and  palriolic,  as  can  be  found  in  the  union.  Us 
agricultural  productions,  as  will  be  seen  below,  are 
not  small,  being  nearly  sufficient  for  Ihe  supply  of 
its  population.  In  its  inanufaclures,  it  is  rich  indeed. 
The  slatislics  of  Ihe  stale,  during  Ihe  year  ending 
last  October,  have  been  gathered  and  published. — 
From  the  abstract,  given  In  the  Hartford  papers,  we 
gather  the  following  items  of  the  value  of  goods  ina- 
nufacluied  in  that  year,  and  Ihe  number  of  hands 
mployed  in  each  manufacture: 


New  HAMprHiRE. —  The  legislature,  assembled  al 
Concord  on  ihe  27ih  May  only  one  member  elect  be- 
ing absent. 

The  senate — No  qtioium  having  been  elected  by 
the  people,  six  only  being  chosen,  five  attended,  Mr. 
Page  being  confined  al  home  by  illness.  H.  Hibben, 
esq  ,  was  chosen  president  pro  teni. 

The  house  organized,  John  P.  Hale,  of  Dover, 
(whig,)  was  elected  speaker.  The  vole  stood  for 
Hale  139;  Swasey,  (loco,)  118;  scattering,  3.  i'ho's 
J.  Harris  was  chosen  clerk,  and  S.  K.  Sanborn,  as. 
sislant  clerk. 

The  two  branches  in  convention  proceeded  lo  fill 
the  vacancies  in  ihe  senate.  Five  whigs  and  one  ab 
olitioiiist  were  elected,  generally  by  majorities  of 
about  15  votes. 

The  senate,  therefore,  is  composed 
independents,  and  4  locos. 


' 

Value.     Ha 

iih  emploijed 

Cotton  goods, 

g3,0i3.33fi 

5,363 

Woolen,  do. 

3.280  575 

3,149 

Paper, 

1,1H6  3U3 

653 

Sewing  silk, 

173  382 

373 

Leathered  manufactured 

435,8:i7 

518 

Carpels, 

597,028 

946 

Clucks, 

771.115 

656 

Coaches  and  h 

agons, 

1,223,091 

1,506 

Machinery, 

363.860 

436 

Brass  articles, 

1,126,494 

608 

$13,480,000  13,112 
From  Ihii  table,  it  will  be  seen  Ihat  the  value  of 
the  maiiulacture  of  Ifti  diB'erent  articles  is  $12,480,- 
000,  giving  employment  lo  13.113  ^mtricaii  instead 
of  Biilish  laborers.  Bnl  besides  these  were  nianu- 
faciured  of  flour,  $334,698;  of  boots  and  shoes,  §1, 
741,930;  of  hats,  caps  and  ninffs,  §931,806;  uf  saddles, 
harnesses  and  trunks.  5547,990,  of  nn  ware,  §487, 
810;  and  of  pins,  $170.1-00,  giving  employmeiil  lo  al 
least  2.500  additional  laborers.  Free  trade,  as  ad 
vocaled  by  Polk,  Walker  &  Co.  would  al  one  blow 
annilrilaie  Ih  se  manufactures,  deprive  these  15,000 
niduslrions  citizens  of  employment,  and   pay    lliese 


If  those  who  have  the  conduct  of  the  war  in  charge, 
and  who  are  answerable  for  Us  results,  think  it  ne- 
cessary, I  shall  not  oppose  it.  Neither  will  1  op- 
pose any  supplies  which  may  be  deemed  necessary  lo 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Those  who  condemn 
the  origin  of  the  war,  and  those  who  most  earnestly 
long  fur  its  termination,  will  all  agree  thai  the  refu- 
sal of  supplies  would  make  no  amends  for  what 
some  lament,  and  would  not  hasten  what  1  hope  all 
desire. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  would  however  take  this  opportu- 
nity lo  make  a  few  remarks  respecting  Ihe  war  Itself, 
and  the  condition  in  which  it  placed  the  country. — 
The  war  conlinues,  and  no  man  can  say  definitely 
when  il  will  end— no  man  can  say,  upon  any  reison- 
anle  estimate,  what  expense  will  be  incurred  before 
ils  conclusion. 

The  president's  message,  of  the  16lh  of  June,  in- 
forms the  senate  and  the  country  thai,  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  July,  1847,  there  will  be,  under  the  op- 
eration of  Ihe  existing  law  of  raising  revenue,  a  de- 
ficiency, if  the  war  continues,  of  twenty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  suggests  the  ways  and  means  by  which 
it  is  expected  that  inis  deficiency  will  be  made  good. 
1  refer  lo  these  suggeslions  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  few  observations  upon  them. 

The  object  is  lo  provide  new  sources  of  revenue, 
which  shall  realize  a  fresh  amount  beyond  that  fur- 
nished by  Ihe  provisions  of  the  existing  law,  of  Iwen. 
ly  millions  of  dollars,  between  this  lime  and  the  hrst 
of  July  next  year.     That  is  the  object. 

The  first  sui;ge8tion  in  the  communioalion  from 
the  executive  i»,  that  five  millions  and  a  half  may  be 
produced  by  reducing  the  rales  of  duiies  on  certain 
iniporled  arlicles,  and  by  laying  new  taxes  on  cer- 
tain olher  articles  now  free  of  all  duties;  meaning 
principally,  1  suppose,  lea  and  cotlee.  There  is  also 
an  intimalion  or  an  opinion  expressed  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the   ireasury.   that   a  million  of  dollars  will 


The  house   will  stand  140  whigs  an 
118  locos.  I  which  i»  producli\ r  ,  u  i 

Eleclion  of  gavermr.— On  the  5th  of  June  the  two    free  trade  policy  o(  loco  locoiam?  !  law,  the   augmenlalion    of  the  tales  ol  Ihe   publii 

houses  in  joini  convention   proceeded    lo   choose   a  1      The   value  of  agricultural    produclions  and    live    lands  will  so  far  counterbalance  any  losses  incurrred 

eoveinor  lor  the  ensuing  year.     The  vole  .-lood—      |  slock,  during  ihe  same  year,  given  as   follows;  Of    in  Ihe  reduction  of  pnce  as  on  the  whole  to  produce 

*        For  Gen.  Antuont  Colebt,  (whig,)  146  butler  made,  8918.839;  of  cheese,  $334  451;  ol  hay    half  a  million  of  dollars  more  ihao  would  olherwue 

For  J.  W.  WauiAMs.  (loco,)  136  raised,  »4,812.725i  of  Miau  coro,  |1,2S3,159;  gf  j  be  obt»ine4  from  that  «>uroe,    Tt>«"  »«w»«  ewiw 
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put  together  would  leave  a  balance  of  $12,580,000 
still  to  be  provided  for,  and  a  provision  for  this  bal- 
ance is  contemplated  eiliier  bj'  Iransor  bj  an  autho- 
rity to  the  treasury  to  issue  trensury  notes,  or  both, 
with  a  distinct  recommendation  and  preference, 
however,  for  the  authority  to  issue  treasury  not 


be  a  public  debl,  if  the  war  eonlinues.  Our  ex- 
penses are  very  grpat.  I  do  not  say  they  are  unne 
cessary;  I  make  no  impui;.!iin  of  that  sort  al  pre- 
sent. I  am  not  sufficiently  i-iq'ijintcd  with  the  par- 
ticulars; hut  I  stated  here  sometime  ago,  upon  the 
credit  of  others,  that  of  which  lam  perfectly  convin- 


Now,  sir,  with  an  anxious  desire  that  the  country  j  ccd,  that  our  expenses  have  been  half  a  million  of  dol 


shall  be  led  intonn  mistaken  policy  in  regard  to  this 
very  important  subject  of  revenue — a  subject  always 
important,  and  intensely  important  in  time  of  war — 
I  will  take  occa-ion  to  suggest  for  gentlemen's  con- 
sideration, what  occurs  to  me  as  worthy  of  being 
suggested,  in  very  few  words,  upon  these  several 
topics. 

A  tax  laid  upon  tea  and  coBee  woulr!  no  doubt  be 
productive,  provided  il  was  not  too  high  a  tax,  and 
provided  in  relation  to  tea,  that  it  be  a  specific,  in- 
stead of  an  ad  valorem  duly; — otherwise  the  tea 
made  up  in  Canton  for  the  N.  York  market  he  had 
no  doubt  would  become  wonderfully  cheap  and  very 
Jittle  revenue  would  be  obtained. 

I  doubt  not  that  treasury  notes  may  be  available 
for  the  uses  of  the  government,  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent. I  do  not  mean  as  revenue  or  income,  but  as 
instruments  or  facilities  for  the  transfer  of  balances, 
and  as  proper  to  be  used  in  anticipation  of  taxes  or 
sources  (  f  income.  In  regard  to  this,  1  would  say, 
simply,  that  if  it  be  the  purpose  of  the  government, 
as  has  been  intimated  to  us  for  some  time,  to  resort 
to  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  I  think  the  loss  of  a 
single  day,  especially  the  loss  of  a  single  week,  will 
turn  out  to  be  quite  inconvenient;  that  is,  if  the  issue 
of  treasury  notes  is  considered  the  best  and  safest,  if 
they  can  be  used  by  the  treasury,  under  authority  of 
law,  before  the  money  in  the  possession  of  the  gov- 
ernjient  is  exhausted.  All  1  wish  to  say  is,  that  I 
earnestly  recommend  to  the  committee  on  finances  to 
bring  in  a  bill  by  itself  for  the  issue  of  treasury  notes 
immediately.  1  believe  it  has  been  as  usual  as  other- 
wise for  such  laws  to  originate  in  the  senate;  there 
is  no  constitutional  impediment  to  such  a  course; 
and  1  hope  that  these  and  other  important  measures, 
Buch  as  the  modification  of  taxes  and  laying  new 
ones,  will  not  be  suffered  to  lag  along  through  con 
gresB  in  a  general  omnibus  bill.  Where  the  subjects 
are  distinct,  they  should  be  liept  separated;  and 
Where  they  are  simple  and  plain,  they  should  be  act- 
ed on  promptly. 

Having  said  this  much  of  lliose  two  sources  of  as- 
sisting the  revenue,  the  tax  upon  tea  and  coflee,  and 
the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  both  of  which  I  admit  to 
be  efficient,  and  probably  certain  in  their  operations, 
I  hare  now  to  say  that  other  matters,  suggested  and' 
relied  on  in  the  communications  1  have  referred  to,  I 
consider  conjectural,  uncertain,  and  not  fit  to  be  the 
basis  of  provisions  incumbent  on  us  to  make  before 
we  leave  our  seats  here,  to  place  the  executive  in  a 
proper  condition  to  carry  on  the  war.  1  suppose  the 
calculation  will  be  that  a  considerable  auiouut  will 
be  secured  by  a  leductiou  of  the  duties  upun  articles 
already  taxed,  upon  the  supposition  that  the  impor- 
tation will  be  so  much  increased  as  to  increase  the 
aggregate  receipts.  I  will  nut  say  that  this  is  not  a 
well  founded  opinion.  I  have  all  proper  respect  for 
the  source   whence   it  comes;   bull   will  venture  to 


lars  a  day-  Forty  dsys  ago  we  passed  an  act  declar 
ing  that  war  existed,  and  authorized  the  calling  out 
of  fifty  thousand  volunteers.  Well,  sir,  1  have  a  full 
conviction  that  the  military  expenditures  of  the  gov. 
ernmer.t.  the  expense  of  raising,  equipping,  and 
transporting  the  force  which  has  already  been  called 
out,  will  be  found  to  have  cost  twenty  millions,  or  ve- 
ry nearly  that  amount,  at  this  moment.  Some  portions 
of  our  warlike  preparations  are  peculiarly  expen 
sivp—I  mean  the  r.giments  of  mounted  volunteers. 
—They  are  necessary,  I  suppose,  for  the  nature  of 
the  service;  but  there  was  a  document  published  here 
— a  communication,  I  think,  from  the  war  depart- 
ment—when  Mr.  Poinsett  was  secretary,  in  which  it 
was  estimated,  if  I  mistake  not,  that  one  regiment  of 
mounted  riflemen  in  regular  service  cost  the  govern- 
ment per  annum  as  much  as  three  regiments  of  in- 
fantry, each  composed  of  the  same  numbfr  of  men. 
And  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  these  occa- 
sional regiments  of  volunteers  will  be  still  more  ex- 
pensive. Almost  every  circumstance  connected  wilh 
this  war  is  calculated  to  increase  the  expense.  The 
vast  distance  to  be  traversed  makes  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation very  great;  and  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
congress  to  provide  for  this  extraordinary  expense. 
I  do  not  say  that  the  expense  ought  not  to  be  incur- 
red. I  only  say  that  from  the  nature  of  the  war,  the 
expense  must  necessarily  be  very  great.  And  I  take 
this  occasion  to  say  that  1  have  seen  with  great  plea 


ready  to  treat,  wi'hout  preacribin?  lerms,  so  as  to  show 
lliat  her  terms  would  be  unaccepiablc.  and  Mexico  de- 
clines 10  treat,  why  then  I  say,  so  fir  the  conduct  of  ihe 
United  Stales  is  reasonable,  and  the  conduct  of  Mexico 
unreasonable  and  senseless.  I  would  desire  on  :dl  such 
occasions,  for  many  reasons,  and  in  tliis  case  f.r  iwo 
more  than  ihe  rest,  lo  keep  our  couniry  eniirely  in  ihe 
riijht,  and  lo  saiis'y  every  individual  in  the  coumrv  thai 
il  is  in  the  right,  and  ihat  it  desires  nothing  wrnig;  and 
I  would  advise,  if  I  were  called  on  to  yive  advice,  that 
Ihi.s  uovernment  should  lender  a  formal  S'>lemn  emhi)'<sy 
to  Mexico.  And  ihe  Iwo  reaS'ins  which  would  influ- 
ence  inc  are— in  the  first  place,  Mexico  is  weak  and  we 
are  sirong;  il  is  a  war,  tncrefore,  on  her  pan  against 
ijrcat  odds;  and  in  ihe  next  pi  ice,  Mexico  is  a  neighbor, 
a  weak  neighbor — a  republic  formed  upon  our  own  mo- 
del, who,  when  she  threw  off  the  dominion  of  old 
Sptiin,  was  influenced  throughout  mainly  by  our  exam- 
p'e;  ceriainly  welwished  success;  certainly  we  corgra tula- 
fed  her  upon  her  change  from  a  viceroyalty  to  a  repub- 
lic upon  our  own  model;  we  wished  her  well;  and  I 
ihink  now  ihal  the  peopole  of  the  United  Sta'rs  hove  no 
desire  (T  think  they  have  no  pleasure)  in  doing  her  any 
injury  bevond  what  is  necessary  to  ninincain  iheir  own 
nalils.  The  people  of  the  United  Stales  cunnol  wish  to 
crush  ihe  republic  of  Mexico;  it  cannot  be  their  desire 
to  break  down  a  ni-ighbnring  republic;  it  cannot  be  their 
wish  to  drive  her  back  again  lu  a  monarchical  firm  of 
government,  to  render  her  n  mere  appanage  to  some 
one  of  ihe  thrones  of  Europe. 

This  is  not  a  thought  which  can  find  harbor  in  the 
generous  breast  of  an  American  people.  Mexico  is 
unfortunate.  She  is  the  worst  governed  people  in 
all  Christendom.  Worse  now  than  under  the  viceroy 
of  Spain.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  senseless  ob- 
stinacy manifested  for  so  many  jears  by  her  in  refu- 
sing lo  acknowledge  the  independence  of  Texas;  ex- 
cept it  was  old  Spain  in  so  long  atlempting  to  recnn- 


iiiio  ui-ua»iun  lo  say  mat  i  nave  seen  wiin  great  plea  '     .,      , '     .       „         "  "-■>— -i s  '"  .x-u- 

sure  the  alacrity  with  which  volunteers  have  rushed  1  V"  j    •  •'ou'i'nes,  Holland,  &c.,  after  they  de- 

lo  the  public   service.     A    spirit  of  patriotism   and    '^'^'"«<',  independence.     Mexico   must   be   taught  to 
'        •       ■      ■  -   ■  -  treat  for  peace  upon  considerations  which  belong  to 


puDiic   service.     A    sp _.  , .,.,   „.,„ 

devotion  to  the  country's  interest,  has  been  manifest- 
ed of  which  we  may  justly  be  proud. 

But,  upon  ihfse  sources  of  revenue  Ici  me  make  ano- 
her  remark,  though  perhaps  il  is  loo  obvious  to  require 
lolice.  For  one-half  the  deficiency  ihe  government 
proposes  to  rely  on  treasury  no'ea  or  loans.  Well,  if  this 
be  so,  then,  of  course,  I  suppose  the  idea  of  pressing  for 
ihe  presem  the  independent  treasury,  or  sub-trea.sury, 
luust  be  abandoned  by  every  one;  for,  what  would  be 
the  use  of  ireasury  notes  under  a  sub-ireasury  adminis- 
Iraiion.  The  issue  •  f  ireasury  notes  would  be  perfectly 
inconsistent  wiih  the  sub-ireasury  system.  It  it  qiiiip 
plain  thai  if  the  guverniuent,  lor  its  own  use,  is  driven 
to  die  necessity  of  issuing  piiper,  it  can  have  no  occa- 
sion to  make  provisions  for  locking  up  its  treasures.— 
The  sub-ireasury  system  mnkes  it  penal  to  issue  or  re- 
ceive anything  but  specie.  They  are  therelore  eniirely 
incon.sisteni  wilh  eacii  other 

With  respect  to  loans,  I  beseech  gentlemen  not  lo  de- 
ceive themselvea.  There  la  money  enough  in  the  coun- 
try, it  is  true,  and  ihe  credit  of  iho  government  will  be 
good  if  we  lay  such  ta.\es  as  «iil  produce  revenue;  but,  if 
gcnllemen  suppose  llial  a  ban  is  lo  he  c  jmracird  in  riiis 
couniry  tor  the  u.se  of  the  government,  lo  be  paid  in  spc 
cie,  in  ihe  expect;ition  that  ihai  specie  is  lo  be  locked  up 
ihey  will  hnd  ihenieelves  niislaken.  Those  who  hold  ca- 
pital will  consent  to  no  such  tiling.  If  the  government 
makes  a  loan,  it  must  lie  made  lu  the  ordinary  way— 
pay;ib!e  by  instalmenis  or  otherwise,  under  ciroumsian- 


say  that  it  is  but  an  opinion;  it  hardiv  amounts  to  I  k"'/  i.i/,""'^  amount  of  money  is  noi  lo 
the  character  of  an  esti^nate,  lor  want  o'f  c^Hain  an  ."j^fo'iTa  t'ed"!he"  f  llns'aruf  fe"  mad' '''••; h'  '"'''^ 
positive  foundation.  We  have  no  experience  from  'me'rho5of"keep'i,.g";he  X  mo  y  musrbe  a'btdT- 
which  wc  can  derive  a  salisfarlory  conviction  that' ed.  lu  i  ot,  aoanuon 

such  will  be  the  result.  If  1  were  responsible,  li  And  now,  sir,  liaving  said  this  much  in  relation  to  the 
Should  not  choose  to  place  reliance  to  any  extent  I  "'^''^  <='"""">"":ated  lo  us  respechug  ihe  mode  of  raising 
upon  this  plan.  revenue.   1  desire   to  add  thai,   in  my  judgnieit    the 

Well,  the  next  increase  is  to  come  from  the  oper-    pliTp/re:  i;T*nd"u"'d^^''h!:r,lft'wr''  l""'T"^''  "?'' 
ation    of  the    wiinhnn.A    -vcro™       I    „..„.:.i,..   V:.     l'"fP"ses  ^,"r  ?, lu  Under  v.  |„cli  the  war  IS  lierealier  to  be 


the  present  state  of  things.  Our  just  claims  in^ust 
be  adjusted.  As  to  Mexico  enlisting  the  sympathies 
of  foreign  powers,  to  active  measures  in  her  behalf, 
I  have  not  the  least  belief  in  it.  The  European 
powers,  and  especially  England,  know  that  it  is  their 
interest  to  have  Mexico  at  peace,  in  a  stale  of  active 
industry,  cultivating  her  resources,  multiplying  her 
products,  and  increasing  her  ability  to  purchase  of 
them.  I  believe  that  .Mexico  will  speedily  find  that 
all  hopes  of  succour  from  foreign  sources,  will  en- 
tirely fail.  If  she  refuses  to  meet  us  in  negotiation, 
and  persists  foolishly  and  senselessly  in  carrying  on 
the  war;  if  she  prefers  war  to  peace,  then,  of  course, 
we  must  have  war,  until  she  be  compelled  to  adopt  a 
different  line  of  conduct. 


THE  GEN.  GAINES'  CORRESPONDE.VCE. 


warihouse  system.  I  consider  this 
equally  void  of  any  certain  foundation  to  rest  upon. 
J  do  not  see  how  a  million  of  money,  in  addiiion  to 
the  present  income,   it  is  to  be  uerived  from  adniit- 


conducied.  The  people  of  iliis  couniry,  while  they  are 
willing  to  pay  oil  needful  expen.ses;  while  they  are  dc- 
roiis  of  susiaining  ihe  glory  of  ihe  American  arm 
while  iliey  arc  ready  lo  defend  every  inch  of  Aineri 

[he 


At  present,   1  do  not 


expected  to  be  accomplished 
see  the  practicability  of  it. 

And  so  in  regaid  to  the  public  lands;  it  may  be  that 
the  passage  of  a  graduation  bill  would  so  enhance 
the  disposition  to  buy  by  reducing  the  price,  as  con- 

?m'r,^.^w?ir.""""  ""  '»"■'""">  soldi  but  that  that 
iiicrea.c  wil  be  so  great  as  to  produce  an  overplus 
Of  hall  a  milioii  or  aiiv  i.iiL,  ..  „.,,..    „., ,.,:,,      "^."' 

V.  jiiv  „.,,..    notwilhslaiuling    vasioii 


the  diniinuiion  of  price"  i,,  1  ti„„u  ■„  ...attcr  of  opTi" 
ion  which  car.nol  te  relied  upon 

The  truth  i.  that,  ,f  a,i,  war  continues,  we  must 
have  a  »ubslanl..l  taxation,  or  we  mu„  incur  a  pub- 
lie  debt.  We  cannot  look  to  ireasm,  notes  as  levc 
nut;  11  they  assume  interest,  and  are  payable  at  a 
distant  day,  ttiey  become  of  course  a  public  debt  — 
Thste  muni,  then,  be  a  subslautial  lax,  or  there  must 


,-.  ,-  '   -  J- -- ,  ""'  ,.  ici  v-tn,<iuined 

ai  ihia  moment  heyoml  ihe  Hniiis  of  ihe  Uniied  .Stales 
and  uitliin  ihc  .icknowledged  icrriiory  of  Mexico;  and! 
if  we  may  credit  Ihe  rnmois  which  have  recenily  reach 
ed  us,  a  purpose  is  eiiicriuiiied  of  marchiii"  iuiuiedmie- 
ly  mid  directly  to  the  ciiy  of  Mexico.  Well,  now,  ;he 
people,  us  1  have  said,  appear  to  me  to  demand,  and 
wilh  great  reason,  a  full,  disiinct,  and  comprehensive 
account  oj  llie  objects  and  purposes  of  this  war  of  iii- 
'■•>  president,  by   two  messages,  one  of  the 


13ih  of  May  and  ihe  oilier  ..f  the  16ih  of  June,  si-'ui 
hes  thai  he  is  ready  lo  treat  wiih  Mexico  upon  terms  of 
peace;  while  ii  niipcurs,  ul  least  as  far  as  we  know  now, 
Ihal  Mexico  18  not  willing  lo  ireoi.  In  regard  to  ihis  I 
must  say  ihai,  in  mv  jndgmeni,  if  this  be  the  siaie  ol 
Iho  case,  Mexico  is  aciing  an  eniirely  unreasonable  and 

senseless  part,  and  Hie  goverunieiil  of  ihe  Uniled  .Siaies. ,  - -- -  ■ -- ■• -   .  t«,-..  ....„- 

o  ihis  exieiit,  is  aciint  a  proper  one:  that  is  lo  say,  as  I  'ler,  and  that  he  would  be  belter  able  to  judge  what 
Ihe  war  docs  exist,  and  the  American  governmsut  isl  forces  would  be  requisite,  askiDg  Gen.  Games  for  a 


The  correspondence  communicated  to  congress  by 
the  President,  in  compliance  with  a  call  from  one  of 
Ihe  houses,  embracing  the  orders  issued  by  Gen. 
Gaines,  the  orders  issued  by  the  Adjutant  General, 
the  letters  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  those  of 
Gen.  Gaines,  we  were  about  lo  commenee  Ihe  pub- 
lication of,  but  find  thai  they  would  occupy  quiie  too 
much  space.  A  brief  synopsis  must  suffice  for  the 
present,  so  crowded  are  our  columns  with  important 
topics. 

The  Adjutant  General's  letter  to  Gen.  Gaines,  of 
July  23tli,  1845,  enclosing  to  him  the  confidential 
letter  from  the  department  of  war  to  Gen.  Taylor, 
dated  15th  June,  1845,  instructing  him,  immediately 
upon  the  acceptaiiun  by  the  people  of  Texas  of  iho 
annexation  propositions,  to  make  immediate  disposi- 
tion lo  embark  his  forces  from  the  Sabine  to  the 
western  frontier  of  Texas;  his  uliimale  destination 
lo  be  "on  or  near  the  Rio  del  None,"  &c. 

Orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Gen.  Taylor, 
dated  July  8lh,  1845,  instructing  him  lo  avoid  any 
act  of  aggression  against  the  posts  which  llie  depart- 
ment is  informed  Ihal  the  Mexicans  have  upon  the 
east  side  of  the  Rio  del  Norte. 

Gen.  Gaines'  requisition  of  August  15th,  1845, 
upon  Gov.  Woulon,  of  Louisiana,  for  one  regiment 
of  infantry,  one  of  riflemen,  and  two  companies  of 
artillery. 

Gen.  Gaines'  letter,  of  the  I7lh  August,  1845,  to 
the  Adjutaiil  General,  informing  hini,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  Ihe  untoward  circumstances  attendant 
upon  Gen.  Taylor's  movements  and  attempts  lo  laud 
in  'J'exas,  as  reported  to  hiin  by  Mr.  Uonelson,  he 
had  made  the  above  requisition  on  the  Gov.  of  Lou- 
isiana. 

Adjutant  General  Jones'  letter,  of  Ihe  27th  August, 

1845,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  abive  lellor, 

apprizing  him  that  to  Gen-  Taylor  was  assigned  the 

land  of  the  forces  delached  lo  Ihe  Texan  fron- 
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further  report,  and  apprizing  hira  that  the  depart- 
ment would,  when  that  was  received,  apprize  him, 
&c.,  &c. 

From  liie  same,  dated  28th  of  August,  informing 
Gen.  Gaines  that  hi*  fiiitlier  repi)rt  had  been  re 
ceived  and  would  be  sub.iiilted  to  the  General  in- 
chief,  who  will  this  day  return  to  general  head-quar- 
ter?. 

Gen.  Gaines  lelterto  the  A'ljiltant  General,  dated 
August  22J,  1845,  informing  him  that  by  a  letter 
from  Capt.  Grossman,  assistant  quarter-master,  lo 
Lieut.  Col.  Hunt,  deputy  quaner-master  general, 
dated  St.  Joseph's  Island,  Texas,  14lh  of  August, 
1845,  it  appears  that  General  Taylor  had  received 
the  declaration  of  war  by  Mexico  on  the  preceding 
day,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  exlracl: 

"The  declaration  of  war  by  Mexico  reached  us 
yesterday,  and  the  general  feels  the  awkwardness  of 
his  siiuatioii  under  the  circumstances,  with  about 
nine  hundred  effective  men  now  with  him,  and  desti- 
tute of  a  field  battery  of  artillery  for  the  niainle 
nance  of  his  fir.«t  position,  should  it  be  assailed. — 
Every  exertion  is  now  making  to  push  forward  the 
remainder  of  the  troips  to  Corpus  (jhristi,  wilh  such 
supplies  as  are  of  immediate  necessity.  Three  com- 
panies went  forward  to-day;  and  there  remains  now 
upon  this  island  but  two  companies,  which  will 
march  tomorrow;  so  that  to-morrow  night  the  whole 
of  the  two  regiments,  except  a  small  guard  lelt 
upon  Shell  ijland,  will  be  concentrated  at  Corpus 
Christi." 

Gen.  Gaines  goes  on  to  say  that  this  "declaration 
of  war"  may  be  only  a  report,  but  rejoices  to  learn 
thai  the  31  and  4lh  infantry  have  been  concentrated, 
others  will  soon  join  him,  including  the  N.  Orleans' 
artillery,  which  had  embarked  on  the  iilsi,  and  con- 
cludes by  asking  for  authority  to  assemlile  250  batta- 
lions of  mounted  gun  men  on  the  Rio  Grande,  which 
he  is  sure  he  can  do  by  the  lOlh  of  November  ensu- 
ing, and  "in  all  November  next  he  proposes  to  visit 
the  city  of  Mexico,  and  placing  that  city  under  the 
protection  of  the  star  spangled  banner  of  the  Union, 
we  will  be  willing  to  give  the  Mexicans  peace."  &e. 
Tne  Adjutant  General's  letter,  of  the  2J  Septem- 
ber, informing  Gen.  Gaines  that  the  above  was  re- 
ceived, and  disapproving  of  his  ordering  one  of  the 
companies  of  the  7th  infantry  to  return  to  Baton 
Hou^e.     Tne  general's  order  is  countermanded. 

Gen.  Games'  letter,  of  August  31,  1845,  informing 
Ihe  department  ot  the  arrival  of  the  troops  at  Corpus 
Chrisli,  all  safe,  and  no  danger  apprehended  just 
DOW.  "I  shall  not  call  into  service  any  of  the  Lou- 
isiana volunteers  which  Gov.  Mouton  has  at  my  re- 
quest ordered  to  be  ready,  &'i. 

Gen.  Gaines'  letter,  of  2d  Sept.  18t5,  embracing 
his  general  views  as  to  the  conlemplaled  cain|iaigii, 
and  as  to  "our  bureau  system"  of  controlling  com- 
manders, which  he  insists  can  never  work  well, 
thinks  ihe  first  siep  in  case  of  a  war  should  be  lo  re- 
store poner  to  the  chieis  of  divisions,  and  the  second 
should  be  "to  send  to  the  theatre  of  action  every  bu- 
reau otficer."  The  General  insists  that  though  not 
a  young  man,  he  has  all  the  vigor  rcqui«ite  for  the 
command  ot  the  army  of  invasion,  besides  having 
studied  the  theory  and  practice  of  military  si  hools 
of  higher  orders,  acquainted  himself  witn  the  im 
proveinents  and  discoveries,  such  as  steam  power, 
railroads,  floating  hatieries,  &c.,  &c.  He  was  68 
years  of  age  the  2Uih  March,  1845,  he  stales,  and 
the  only  U.  Stales  soldier  now  living  who  ever  won 
a  battle  at  the  head  of  a  division  over  a  British 
army.  "Under  these  circumstances,  /  claim,  as  a 
right,  the  command  of  the  proposed  expedition." 

The  Gi;neral  proceeds — "Having  good  reason  to 
believe  that  my  claims  will  be  opposed  by  Major 
General  vVinfield  Scoti,  an  officer  who  has  been  for 
many  years  my  junior,  who,  1  am  sure,  has  labored 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  past,  with  far 
more  zeal  to  cover  me  with  calumny  and  defeat  my  \ 
efforts  to  oe  employed  in  any  service  likely  to  re-  | 
doiiiid  to  the  safety  and  glory  of  my  country,  than 
be  has  ever  labored  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence, and  to  defeat  ihe  invadUg  foe.  1  have  de- 
termined to  submit  mj  claim  to  Uie  president  of  Ihe 
United  Slates  and  the  secretary  of  war,  confidently 
trusting  to  iheir  known  wisdom  and  justice  for  a  de- 
cision which  will  prove  lo  the  army  and  the  nation 
that  ihe  rights  of  the  unpretending  soldier,  always 
found  upon  Uie  frontier  when  menaced  by  wars,  will 
be  as  much  respected  as  those  of  the  political  tacti- 
cian, long  accuslo.ned  to  cringe  and  croucli  in  and 
about  the  jjolilicnl  melropolts,  sacrificing  the  interests 
and  honor  of  the  service  at  the  shrine  of  that  morbid 
(hiisl  for  the  presidency,  which  has  unhappily  for  a 
long  time  past  turned  the  heads  of  many  worlhy 
chiefs  of  cliques  from  their  appropriate  pursuits  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  the  good  people  of  the  Union, 
and  the  neglect  of  their  best  interests— a  thirst  for 
high  office  which  has  in  some  cliques  raged  even 
more  in  favor  of  the  British  views  of  abolUionism  than 


he  says  al'ier«'ard«,  to  evciiie  which  "a  few  days  may 
bring  about,"  namelv  a  "war  wiih  England  or  aciivs 
operaiiona  towards  llie  oily  of  Mexico.'' 

The  secretary  n(;"'n  i'lSiruci.H  die  t'cneral  to  etav  his 

pmceediiiKS  ;.nd   reiall  his  requisitions.     His  euiff  np- 

pointmenis,  moreover,  he  is  told,  will  nol  be  recognized 

nor  confirmed — and  ilip  very  brief  and  e-iplicit  note  dat- 

nnd  iiis-'trtid  ill  our  last,  otderiiis  General 


'd  the 


for  placing  ouroioii  sea  ports  in  a  state  of  defence  a,^aiiii(  |  zalion,  Iheir  past  strv'ces  and  their  yishesf  alludin 
the  assault  of  British  wir  steamers. 

"If  1  am  deemed  lo  be  wrong  in  these  views,  I 
ought  to  be,  and  expect  to  be  brought  (not  before  a 
court  of  inquiry — not  a  board  of  ojicers — but)  before  a 
general  court  martial.  If  the  president,  or  secretary 
of  war  deems  me  to  be  wrong,  I  challenge  a  legal 
investigation — to  be  charged  and  tried  before  a 
general coit't  martial — but  if  I  am  deemed  to  be  right, 
I  rcpectfully  solicit  a  compliance  with  my  views 
and  suggestions  regarding  the  proposed  expedition, 
and  in  favor  of  my  system  of  national  defence. 

"Though  favored  as  I  am  now  with  good  health,  I 
may  not  live  to  receive  notice  of  the  anticipated  de- 
cision of  the  president  and  department  of^  war;  as 
the  work  of  death  in  this  city  is  often  at  this  season 
of  the  year  despatched  almost  as  quickly  as  upon  the 
field  of  battle;  and  yet  /  may  live  to  see  my  system 
of  national  defence  carried  into  etfert — and  to  see 
the  flag  of  our  beloved  Union  waving  in  triumph 
over  the  strong  places  of  all  our  foreign  foes  near  us 
— to  the  westward  and  in  some  other  directions.  1 
shall  then  die  most  happily.  I  have  always  acted, 
and  sliall  while  I  have  life  continue  to  act  upon  the 
principle,  that  the  path  of  duty  is  always  the  path  of 
true  honor  and  glory — if  it  is  not  always  the  palh  of 
personal  safely.  1  liave  ever  scoined  ihe  idea  of  my 
own  personal  safety,  when  ever  my  well  ascertained 
palh  of  duly  led  to  danger  of  any  description.  This 
you  have  had  twenty  four  opportunities  of  knowing 
during  the  greater  part  of  twenty-three  successive 
days  and  some  two  or  three  nights,  as  you  personally 
and  gallantly  participated  with  me  in  each  one  of  the 
occasions  here  referred  to,  as  did  our  chivalric  and 
most  distinguished  artillery  commander.  Gen.  Na- 
than Towson,  in  all  but  one  of  them — as  did  also 
other  brave  men  still  living — and  others  who  have 
fallen  covered  with  imperishable  lame. 

"All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  the  infor- 
mation and  action  of  the  president  of  the  United 
Slates  and  the  secretary  of  »  ar,  and  for  the  informa- 
tion of  Alajor  General  Scott. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 
Major  General  United  Slates  Army, 
Commanding  Western  Division. 

"P.  S — I  have  never  known  more  than  two  or 
three  regular  oflicers  highly  qualified  to  command 
volunteer  or  other  militia.  Our  own  beloved  Jack- 
son was  the  first  and  ablest.  He  acquired  Ihe  requi- 
site knowledge  not  at  a  military  school,  but  in  ser- 
vice, at  the  head  of  this  description  of  force — before 
he  ever  commanded  regulars.  Most  regular  olRcers 
seem  to  forget  Ihat  the  militia  have  to  learn  Ihe 
school  of  the  soldier  after  they  are  called  into  service. 

E.  P.  G. 
"Brigadier-General  R.  Jones, 

"Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army." 


In  the  reply  to  this  letter — 

Mr.  Marcy  first  rebukes  Gen.  Gaines  for  drngjing 
irrelevani  siibjecia  into  his  oflrLial  letters  and  gives  him 
instructions  as  lo  the  proper  form  of  making  complaints 
of  other  officers.  He  says  that  the  president  does  nol 
ihink  it  necessary  to  order  a  court  martial  for  Ida  trial, 
but  he  does  not  approve  of  his  making  requisitions  fur 
troops  in  ihe  manner  he  haa. 

Gen.  Gaines  defends  himself  and  his  conduct  by  say- 
ing thai  he  had  not  received  official  informaiion  that 
Gen.  Taylor  had  been  disconnected  from  the  brigade  un- 
der his  command  except  for  temporary  service:  and  thai 
Gen.  Taylor  told  him  at  the  lime  that  he  wua  acting 
under  confidential  insiractions  from  ihe  war  dcpnrtnieni. 

Secretary  Marcy  linelly  replies  that  the  presideni's 
opinion  of  the  i:eiierar8  conduct  remains  unchanged. 

Gen.  Gaines,  May  II,  informs  the  department  th.it, 
being  convinced  that  Mexico  is  aided  by  Great  Britain, 
lie  has  called  tor  several  regiments  of  mounted  gun  men. 

The  department.  May  IS,  directs  him  to  countermand 
his  order;  and  insirucis  the  governors  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  not  to  comply  wiih  his  call. 

Gen.  Games,  .May  8,  informs  the  secreiary  that  he  has 
called  upon  the  governors  of  ihe  stales  lo  aniicipate  the 
presii.eni's  call,  and  .May  16,  tnat  he  has  enrolled  ilirte 
regimenis  of  Louisiana  volunteers,  and  appointed  Gen. 
De  Buys  iiispectur  general  of  the  army  ou  the  RiO 
Grande  In  a  letter  of  .May  1,  he  renews  his  rcqncsi 
lor  authority  to  raise  50  batialions  of  western  vnlunieer!!. 

The  depariinen:.  May  22,  informs  the  governors  of 
Missouri,  Alob.iina,  and  Mississippi,  that  it  Ins  accept- 
ed the  troops  thus  far  lurnished  by  them.  May  "M,  il 
inlornis  Gen.  Gaines  aijaiu  that  he  has  no  authoriiy  for 
his  procetuings;  and  he  is  direcied  to  disconiiiuie  his 
call.";  revoke  those  he  lias  made  beyond  ihe  number  al- 
read)  soni  to  Texas;  and  to  confine  himself  to  carrying 
oui  the  views  of  the  president,  as  they  may  be  comniu- 
iiicaied  to  him.  The  Louisville  legion  "as  accepted. — 
His  appointment  of  Ge.i  De  Buys  was  nrit  recognized 
nor  confirmed,  nor  would  any  similar  appoinitneiits  nor 
t  of  artizans  be  approved. 


Gaines  on  lo  Washington,  cuts  iho  matter  short. 

Memorandum  of  the  militin  or  volunteer  force  recently 
called,  or  uulhcrizcd  lo  be  called,  into  Ihe  service  of  Ihe 
United  Stales  btf  Brevet  Br%f;,idirr  (Itnerul  Gainrt. 

1.  May  3,  184(5.  (iencral  Gain.s  to  Major  W.  H. 
Chase,  corps  of  engineer':  Aniliorizes  him  to  muster 
into  the  .'-crvce  of  the  United  States  any  volunteer  troop* 
for  Texas  thai  may  (tier,  and  despatch  them  to  New 
Orl.-ans. 

2.  May  8,  1846.  Gen.  Gaines  to  Col.  Crane,  first  nr- 
tillf-ry:  Authorizes  him  to  accept  ihc  eervlces  of  one  or 
more  voluntci-r  companies;  has  requesled  the  governor  of 
Alabama  to  send  two  volunteer  companies  to  Peneasola 
harbof. 

3  May  9,  194fi.  Gen.  Gaines  to  Lafayette  Saunders, 
Esq.:  Authorizfs  him  to  raise  a  regiment  of  mountsd 
gun  men,  from  five  hundred  to  a  thousand. 

4.  May  1 1,  1S16.  Gen.  Gaines  lo  secretary  war:  Has 
invited  into  the  service  several  regiments  of  mountsd 
gun  men,  to  rendezvous  at  Fort  jesup,  in  the  present 
month,  (May,)  and  lo  press  forward  from  thence  to  tha 
Rio  Grande,  ihrough  'lexas. 

5.  Mayll,  Ia46.  Gen.  Gaines  to  .Major  A.  M.  Dunn: 
Authorizes  him  to  raise  a  company  ot  one  hundred  men, 
In  garrison  Baton  Rouge  barracks,  and  guard  the  pub- 
lic property  there. 

6.  Mayl2,  1846  Gen.  Gaines  to  Major  Albert  Rust: 
Authorizes  him  to  raise  a  regiment  or  a  battalion  of 
mounted  gun  men,  to  consist  ol  ten,  or  not  less  than  five 
companies,  to  number  sixty  to  one  hundred  men  eachf 
to  strve  six  months,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

7.  May  12,  1846.  Gen.  Gaines  to  Col.  W.  B.  Lewis: 
Authorizes  him  to  raise  a  regiment  or  a  battalion  of 
niouiitcd  gun  men,  lo  coiieist  of  nol  less  than  five,  nor 
lu  exceed  ten  companies,  of  from  sixty  to  one  hundred 
men  each,  to  serve  for  tix  months,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged. 

8.  May  13,  1846.  General  Gaines  lo  Colonel  Balie 
Peyton:  Auituirizes  him  to  raise  a  regiment,  lo  consist 
of  ten  companies  of  trom  sixty  to  one  hundred  mea 
each — six  of  infantry,  and  four  of  riflemen— for  a  term 
of  six  months,  iinUss  sooner  discharged. 

9.  May  14,  1846.  Gen.  Games  to  Major  F.  Buisson: 
Authorizes  him  lo  raise  a  liatialinn,  to  consist  of  two 
CI  inpnnies  Imm  sixty  to  a  hundred  men,  to  serve  as  ar- 
lifictrs  and  infantry,  for  six  uionihs,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged. 

10.  May  16,  1846.  Gen.  Gaines  to  John  S  Gilbert: 
Auihorizes  liim  to  raise  a  regiment  or  a  battalion  of 
mounted  gun  men,  lo  consist  of  from  fi\e  to  ten  compa- 
n  ea  of  liom  sixty  to  a  hundred  men  each,  to  serve  for 
six  mon'hs.  unless  sooner  discharued. 

11.  May  20,  1816.  Gen.  Gaines  to  E  Featherston, 
VV.  M.  Fulton,  Wm.  S.  Hay.s  J.  R.  Creecy,and  E  D. 
Tiacy:  Authorizing  them  to  raise  one  regiment  each,  to 
serve  as  inlaniry  or  riflemen,  to  consist  of  ten  companies, 
of  sixiy  to  one  hundieil  men  each,  to  aerve  lor  six 
ni'tnihs,  unleas  sooner  discharged. 

12.  May  22,  1846.  General  Gaines  to  P.  B.  Starke: 
Authorizes  him  lo  raise  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  to  con- 
sist of  ten  companies  ol  sixiy  to  one  hundred  men  eachi 
to  serve  for  six  months,  unless  soctn  discharged. 


REC»PITCLiT;OK. 

1.  Any  volunteer  force  that  that  may  offer. 

2.  Three  or  more  companies. 

3.  One  regiment. 

4.  Several  ngiments  of  mounted  gun  men. 

5.  One  company. 

6.  One  battalion,  or  regiment. 

7.  One  battalion,  or  regiment. 
8   One  regiment. 

9.  One  battalion  of  two  cnmpaniec. 

10.  One  battalion,  or  regiment. 

il.  Five  regimenis. 

12.  One  regiment. 

Total.  Besides  calls  for  indifiniie  numbers  of  volun- 
teers from  slates,  and  sundry  civilians  appointed  acting 
quartermasiers,  paymasters,  commiasanes,  inspecting 
and  mustering  officers,  adiuianls.  chaplains,  clerks,  &.C. 

Note.  As  far  as  can  be  aaceriuiiied  the  volunteers 
called  for  by  Gen-  Gainea  may  exceed  12,000,  besides  a 
regiment  of  foot  from  Missouri,  which  has  been  accept- 
ed by  the  war  department. 

IVar  deptirtnunt,  June  7,  1846. 


THE    WAR    WITH    MEXICO. 

An  article  will  he  found  in  this  number,  extracted 
from  the  Southern  Review,  written  evidently  by  a 
person  conversant  with  the  subject  on  which  he 
treats,  and  of  no  ordinary  talents.  He  scribbles 
with  a  keen  pen,  dipped  occasionally  in  caustic  ink, 


I  the  employ ,, 

i     Gen.  Games,  i\Iav  21,  writes  that  the  1st  division  ol 
'  Louis.ana  volunieera  which  he   thinks  composed  u(  ad-  i  yet  the  /ncl5,  which  an  impartial  reader  will  be  able 
!  rnirable  troops  have  otiered  their  scvice;  he  declines  j  ^      ascertain    in    relation    to   the    conocctinc   or 
the.r  offer  because  he  "anuc!paled««riii«  upon  alheatre 


ttie.r  otter  because  lie    aniicipatea  icruice  uyyo/.  ux.cui.t  I  ...  ,/■„-• 

and  up<m  a  scale  belter  adaptedto  their  legionary  organi- 1  the  war  in    which   we  aie  engaged,  from  thii  wrr 
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ter,  are  important  towards  forming  a  correct  judg-  I 
ment  of  tiie  premises.  Some  apprehensions  which 
we  took  an  opportunity  to  suggest  at  the  time  the 
army  was  about  to  proceed  to  Corpus  Christi,  as  to 
precautionary  outfit,  and  as  to  adequate  information 
of  the  nature  of  the  country  about  to  be  entered, 
the  harbors,  depths  of  water,  roads,  &.C.,  Sic,  and 
of  force  and  disposition  of  the  occupants  of  the  ter- 
ritory. ha?e  been  so  far  indisputably  realized,  that 
we  cannot  help  giving  credence  to  far  more  of  what 
is  stated  by  the  writer  alluded  to,  than  we  like  to 
do.  That  he  is  occasionally  severe  without  due  re 
gard  to  circumstances  which  should  excuse  or  palli- 
ate, we  have  no  doubt.  Readers  however  will  judge 
for  themselves. 

Expedition  against  Santa  Fe. — The  division  of 
the  invading  army,  which  is  assembling  in  the  stole 
of  Missouri,  and  which  is  to  be  commanded  by  the 
old  veteran  officer  General  Wool,  intending  to  pro- 
ceed to  Santa  Fe  and  Upper  California,  is  mustering 
with  spirit  and  will  soon  be  far  upon  Iheir  route. — 
The  Missourians  and  "We-tern  Rangers"  mount 
at  the  first  blast  of  the  bugle,  rifle  in  hand,  boivie 
knife  at  the  girdle,  and  revolving  pistols  in  their 
holsters,  demanding  only  to  know  who  is  to  lead 
them  on  to  the  west.  The  first  requisition  for  vo- 
lunteers for  the  expedition  was  deemed  inadequate, 
and  another  regiment  is  called  for.  The  fronlier- 
raen  will  have  the  whole  of  this  frolic  to  themselves. 
We  judge  there  will  be  very  little  fighting. 

ARMT    OF    OCCUPATION. 

Our  information  from  the  army  on  the  Rio  Grande 
it  to  the  6lh  instant. 

An  expediiion  composed  of  four  companies  of  the 
Ist  infantry  and  some  volunteers,  altogether  about 
500  men  marched  from  Matamoros  on  ihe  5lh  inst., 
under  command  of  Lieulenant  C»l.  Wilson,  towards 
Reinoso,  a  town  situated  about  60  miles  above, 
upon  the  Rio  Grande.  From  thence  they  designed 
to  proceed  to  Camargo,  30  miles  still  fuithtr  up. 

*'The  Coiporal,"  two  of  whose  letters  are  inserted, 
writes  lo  the  New  Orleans  Bee  on  the  6ih,  Irom  Ihe 
canip  opposite  Malamoros.  *'The  wet  weather  and 
heal  of  the  sun  have  somewhat  impaired  ihe  heallli 
of  our  army,  though  it  may  yet  be  contulered  good. 
The  disease  most  prevalent  is  the  diarri  osa,  but  1 
believe  it  is  a  milder  slate  of  the  disease  than  gene- 
rally prevails  in  this  climate  and  at  this  season  of 
the  year.  To  prevent  the  spread  of  this,  the  sur- 
geon of  our  regiment  has  protested  against  the  use 
of  green  corn,  and  accordingly  our  colonel  has  to- 
tally prohibited  its  admission  in  the  lines.  I  assure 
jou  there  never  was  an  action  on  the  corn  laws  of 
Englind  that  produced  so  much  dissatisfaction  as 
this  direct  prohibition  of  our  military  ruler.  It  was 
utterly  out  ol  the  question  to  hold  public  meetings 
on  Ihe  subject,  and  had  they  been  held  would  have 
been  of  no  avail,  for  our  king  rules  without  consult- 
ing ministers  or  parliament,  when  the  health  of  the 
troops  IB  brought  in  question." 

We  are  as  ignorant  here  of  our  destination  as  you 
are,  other  than  that  we  start  up  the  river.  Some 
are  of  llie  opinion  that  the  ainiy  will  be  scattered 
and  take  and  occupy  posts  on  the  river,  while  the 
larger  portion  seem  sanguine  that  we  march  directly 
for  Monterey,  where  the  enemy's  forces  areconcen- 
traling  and  lorlilying  IhemseUes.  Should  Ihe  latter 
proplieey  be  veiitied,  we  will  have  warm  woik  in 
reaching  the  point,  as  the  sun  is  warmer  in  the 
pr;  ines  on  tlie  route  than  you  can  imagine.  Mon- 
terey IS  ninety  leagues  Irom  Malamoros,  and  eighty 
from  the  Rio  Grande,  and  uete  it  nut  that  the  rams 
keep  the  prairies  pietly  wet,  it  would  be  diBicult  for 
iiiUntry  to  reach  water  when  needed,  and  at  easy 
marches." 

Cjptain  Stringer  has  esl,ablished  a  post  ofiice  al 
Matuuiorus,  and  demands  his  ten  cents  lor  postage 
on  letters  as  if  comniisaioned  by  postmaster  Cave 
Johnson  himself.     A  mail  arrives  daily. 

General  W^rth  had  arrived. 

'I  he  last  oflicml  inlorrajtiun  we  have  from  Gen. 
Taylor  is  the  following: 

JhaJquarUrs  Jirmy  of  Occupation, 

Mulumons,  June  3.  1840. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  enclose  herewiih  a  field  leiurn 
ol  Ihe  forces  in  and  near  Malamoros,  both  regular 
and  volunteer.  The  corps  known  lo  have  arrived 
at  I'uinl  Isabel,  ol  which  no  returns  have  yet  been 
received,  will  carry  the  enure  forces  under  my  or- 
ders to  nearly  b,UUU  meo.    1  am  Decessarily  detained 


at  this  point  for  want  of  suitable  transportation  to 
carry  on  offensive  operations.  There  is  not  a  steam- 
boat at  my  command  proper  for  the  navigation  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  without  water  transporlalion 
I  consider  it  useless  to  attempt  any  extensive  move 
ment.  Measures  have  been  taken  to  procure  boats 
of  suitable  draft  and  description,  and  one  or  two 
may  now  be  expected.  In  Ihe  meantime,  I  propose 
lo  push  a  battalion  of  infantry  as  far  as  Reinosa, 
and  occupy  that  town.  For  any  operations  in  Ihe 
direction  of  Monterey,  it  will  be  necessary  to  es- 
tablish a  laige  depot  at  Camargo,  which  1  shall  lose 
no  lime  in  doing  as  soon  as  proper  transports  arrive, 
unless  I  receive  counter  instruction  Irom  Ihe  depart- 
ment. 

I  trust  the  department  will  see  that  I  could  not 
possibly  have  anticipated  Ihe  arrival  of  such  heavy 
reinforcements  from  Louisiana  as  are  now  here,  and 
on  Iheir  way  hither.  Without  large  means  of  trans- 
portation, this  force  will  embarrass  rather  than 
facilitate  our  operations.  1  cannot  doubt  that  the 
department  has  already  given  instructions  based  upon 
the  change  in  our  position  since  my  first  call  for  vo- 
lunteers. 

Our  last  accounts  of  Arista,  represent  his  force  lo 
he  hailed  at  Cuma.  an  extensive  hacienda  on  the 
Monterey  road,  about  100  miles  from  this  point. — 
He  has  pii  kels  covering  Ihe  roads  leading  to  Mala- 
moros, with  a  view  lo  cut  off  all  communication 
with  the  interior.  The  departmental  aulhorilies 
have  issued  a  decree  denouncing  as  traitors  all  who 
hold  intercourse  w  ith  us,  or  wilh  those  who  do  so. — 
1  am,  nevertheless,  disposed  lo  believe  Ihat  in  some 
quarters  at  least  our  presence  is  not  unfavorably  re- 
leived.  We  have  no  intelligence  from  the  city  of 
Mexico.  Ordnairce  stores,  and  other  munitions  of 
war,  are  continually  discovered  in  the  town.  Five 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  very  large  amount  of  balls, 
shells,  and  ammunition  generally,  have  been  brought 
to  light. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 
Brevet  Brig.  Gin.  U.  S  Arvxy  comd'g. 

To  the  Adjctant  General  of  the  Army, 

H'ttsfiiiigton,  D.  C. 

Ailding  to  the  regulars  and  volunteers  now  or- 
dered towards  California  by  the  government,  the 
several  formidable  expeditions  that  have  started  on 
Iheir  own  hook,  fn  m  vaiious  pniuls  of  the  west, and 
the  many  thousand  Mormons  now  in  Ihe  wilderness, 
(if  they  have  not  encountered  the  anliMornion 
corps  that  started  with  Ex  Governor  Boggs  of  Mis- 
souri, somewhere  beyond  Ihe  limits  of  civil  authori 
ty.)  we  say  including  all  these,  now  actually  upon 
Ihcir    route    fur   CaliHirnia,  we  judge    Ihat   eleven 

points  of  the  law  are  likely  to  be  very  soon  settled 

as  to  Ihat  region. 

The  United  Slates  troops  Ihat  were  slationed  at 
Fort  McHenrj,  under  Lieut.  Tompkins,  have  been 
ordered  lo  New  Yoik  lo  embaik  for  Monterey,  by 
way  of  Cape  Hoin.  They  will  be  apt  lo  find  a  short- 
er route  home,  from  thence. 

The  roule  which  Col.  Karnet,  is  abi  ut  (otake  to 
Santa  Fe  will  be  through  a  country  where  supplies 
cannot  be  obtained,  and  a  very  large  amount  ol 
slores,  &c.  will  be  required,  all  of  which,  however, 
it  is  stated,  will  be  at  Fort  Leavenworlh  this  week 
The  expedition  will  take  with  it  nearly  a  thousand 
mules  tor  draught,  several  hundred  horses,  Iwo  bun- 
dled wagons,  a  large  stock  of  cattle  on  foot,  and 
other  stores  in  proportion. 

That  there  are  uncontrollable  destinies,  who  can 
question.'     What  power  can  arrest  them? 

A  correspondent  of  the  N.  Orleans  Bee,  over  the 
signature  ol  "The  Corporal,"  writes — 

Matamoros,  May  26,   1846. 

Gentlemen:  Two  days  after  I  wrote  you,  we  look 
up  the  fine  of  march  for  this  point,  which  we  reach- i  houses.     The  public  squa're  is  in   the  centre  of  Ihe 
ed  on    Ihe    25th.     Ihe   country   through   which   we  1  town,  and  niust  have  been  laid  ufl'  oy  an  American 
passed  was  lovely  in  Ihe  exireme— being  as  level  as    or  European,  for  Itie  Mexicans  never  could  have  laid 


In  Ihe  chaparral.  They  are  a"  happy,  simple  people, 
whose  aim  seems  lo  be  to  make  prnvi«ion  for  fo-day, 
leaving  to-morrow  to  look  nut  for  il«elf.  All  along 
the  roac  they  were  found  waiiina  with  milk,  a  sort 
of  bread  »  hich  Ihey  call  tortillias,  cheese,  pofoncas  of 
maple  sugar,  and  a  sort  of  liquor  resemhiin::  in  looks 
and  taste  San  Croix  rum.  We  paid  them  litierally 
for  all  we  obtained,  which  to  them  must  have  pre- 
sented a  strong  ponirast  to  the  Mexiian  soldiery, 
who  spread  dismay  and  lievastalion  amon-j;  theirown 
people,  wherever  thev  go.  It  seems  to  have  been 
the  desire  of  every  man  in  our  ranks  to  make  the 
line  of  disparity  between  the  American  and  Mexi- 
can soldiers  as  palpable  as  possible,  ?nti  the  good  ef- 
fect of  such  conduct,  if  not  immediately  developed, 
will  in  the  course  of  lime  he  niore  apparent.  Our 
march  was  very  heavy,  parlirularly  the  day  we  left 
the  BariiDS,  and  some  of  our  young  men  were  very 
much  used  up.  Two  from  company  A  were  sc  much 
affected  by  the  scorching  sun  as  to  be  unable  to  pro- 
ceed  further,  and  slopped  at  Ihe  house  of  a  Mexican, 
where  Ihey  received  the  utmost  kindness  and  atten- 
tion during  Ihe  night,  and  were  furnished  with  horses 
in  the  morning  lo  calch  np  wilh  ns. 

It  was  about  10  o'clock  in  Ihe  morning  when  we 
reached  the  town  of  Matamoros,  though  its  white 
buildings,  so  different  from  those  we  passed  on  the 
roule,  had  altracled  the  eye  long  before  that  time. 
There  was  something  far  more  altraclive  lo  the  eye 
than  the  white  buildings  of  the  town — something  to 
awaken  a  thrill  of  pleasure  in  the  breast  of  the  whole 
regiment — Ihe  Stripes  and  Stars  were  majestically 
floating  in  the  breeze  from  the  highest  point  in  Ma- 
lamoros, and  between  the  river  and  the  town  hun- 
dreds and  hundreds  of  while  tenis  were  pitched  in 
such  admirable  order  as  to  induce  the  beholder  to 
think  it  a  gr>  at  lown. 

As  we  entered  Ihe  lown  at  the  east  end,  thousands 
of  people  sallied  out  of  Iheir  houses  to  look  upon  us, 
whose  looks  more  bespoke  a  welcome  lo  theirown 
army  than  lo  that  of  the  invaders.  At  many  a  half 
opened  door  or  window  was  to  be  seen  the  head  of  a 
senora,  whose  limidity  or  modesty,  (albeit  they  al- 
low so  lillle  to  the  Mexicans,)  forbade  their  emerg- 
ing into  the  streets.  Some  of  these  women  are  in- 
deed beautiful,  though  a  great  majority  are  indolent 
slovenly  and  destitute  of  that  female  delicacy  which 
characterizes  our  own  women.  Their  common  dress 
is  a  white  muslin  skirl  tied  quite  loosely  around  the 
body,  without  any  bodice;  Iheir  ctiemise  being  the 
only  covering  tor  their  breast,  in  which  Ihey  wear 
their  jewelry  and  cross.  I  did  not  see  one  pair  of 
stockings  in  all  the  lown.  From  this  slyle  of  dress- 
ing you  will  infer  that  pride  of  dress  gives  way  lo 
comlbrt  and  ease,  and  that,  too,  in  a  greater  degree, 
than  1  think  Ihe  largest  liberty  would  warrant  Ihem 
in  indulging  in.  1  w  enl  into  a  house  yesterday  even- 
ing, occupied  hy  an  old  man  and  two  daughter'",  both 
speaking  a  sufficiency  of  English  lo  be  understood. 
Afler  being  seated  fir  a  few  moments,  Ihe  eldest  of 
the  daughters  went  lo  Ihe  bed  and  bioiight  to  me  a 
mc'St  lovely  and  interesting  child,  as  white  almost  as 
any  of  our  own  people.  Sue  informed  me  that  she 
was  married  about  two  years  ago  to  a  Texan  prison- 
er, and  thai  he  tiad  been  killed  whilst  fighting  under 
General  Taylor.  She  spoke  in  ihe  highest  terms  of 
her  deceased  lord,  and  seemed  lo  worship  his  image 
in  Ihe  child.  She  is  a  lovely  ciealure,  and  I  think 
deeply  devoted  to  our  cause. 

Matamoros  is  a  much  handsomer  place  than  I  ex- 
pected to  find  It.  It  covers  two  miles  square  though 
by  no  means  as  compact  as  an  American  city — eve- 
ry house  except  Ihuse  around  llie  public  square  hav- 
ing a  large  garden  attached.  The  houses  in  Ihe  bu- 
siness pari  of  the  lown  are  built  afler  Ihe  American 
fashion,  Ihoiigh  seldom  exceeding  Iwo  stories  in 
height.  All  the  windows  to  these  buildings  are  gra- 
ted from  top  to  bottom  with  iron  bars,  and  hall  of 
the  door  only  opens  for  admittance,  which  gives 
Ihem  theappearance  of  prisons  niore  than  business 


a  ball-room  floor,  and  lull  of  litlle  chaparrals  and 
muskeel  groves.  Our  road,  though  not  exactly  fol- 
low ing  Ihe  meandei  ings  of  the  river,  touched  its 
banks  often  enough  to  oblain  water  every  mile  or 
two.  'I  he  citizens  were  friendly  lo  us,  and  showed 
little  displeasure  al  Ihe  invasion.  In  fact,  some  ol 
them  expressed  their  wish  that  the  country  should 
be  governed  by  Americans  or  some  other  people, 
that  would  guaiaiitee  Ihem  a  liberal  and  stable  gov- 
einnient — so  much  had  they  been  annoyed  by  the  in- 
ternal convulsions  of  their  ow  n.  At  every  house  we 
found  three  or  lour  men,  vvhicb  induced  me  lo  be- 
lieve that  the  press  gang  hau  met  with  poor  success 

among  Ihcm.     'Ihey  say   it  is  not  Iheir  disposition  to  !  ue  lo  Ihc  exlren.e  limits  of  the  plac 
play  the  soldier  at  any  lime,  parlicularly  Ihe  preteiil,  I      In  walking  ihruugh  the  siieeis,  my  itlenlion  was 
and  when  Ihe  cull  is  made  for  Hoops  ihey  leave  iheir  j  altracled  lo  a  house  in   Ihe  door  ol  which  stood  or 
homes  in  possession  of  Ihe  womeo  and  bed  business  .1  leaned  two  half  naked  Melicans,  to  wo  begone  ss  t« 


it  out  with  such  beauty  and  precision.  On  the  four 
sides  of  the  square  the  houses  are  built  close  togeth- 
er, as  in  block,  and  are  all  of  ihe  same  size  and  height 
with  Ihe  exception  of  Ihe  cathedral,  which,  though 
unfinished,  slill  lov^ers  above  Ihe  others.  In  Ihese 
houses  uie  sold  dry  goods,  groceries,  and  every  kind 
of  wares,  with  now  and  then  an  exchange  or  coffee 
house.  They  are  principally  occupied  by  Europe- 
ans, and  yon  can  hear  French,  English,  Spanish,  and 
German  spoken  at  the  same  liu.e.  Allcr  leaving  Ihe 
public  square  on  either  side,  the  houses  decrease  in 
size  and  bcauly  for  two  or  three  squares,  when  the 
small  reed  and  thatched  huts  commence,  and  conlin- 
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cause  me  lo  hall.  On  my  rearing  the  door  a  most 
disagreeable  stench  almost  induced  me  lo  bout-face. 
I  mustered  courage  to  enter  the  door.  On  the  floor 
Ijing  upon  mats  without  covering,  were  near  fifty 
Mexicans,  wounded  in  the  late  engagements,  attend- 
ed by  some  10  cr  19  women.  The  smell  of  the  place 
was  insufferable,  and  1  had  lo  leave  it.  The  next 
door  was  the  same,  and  so  on  for  about  20  houses. — 
A  friend  of  mine  called  my  attention  to  a  room  in 
which  there  were  at  least  forty  of  these  miserable 
objects,  and  this  room  was  scarcely  12  l"eet  square. 
There  was  not  positively  room  lor  the  nurses  to  at. 
lend  them.  Some  had  lost  a  leg,  others  an  arm,  and 
some  both  legs  and  arms.  1  noticed  one  who  will 
cerlamly  get  well,  whose  legs  were  shot  ofl'  within 
Iwo  or  three  inches  above  the  knee,  and  he  seemed 
to  me  to  have  a  greater  flow  of  spirits  than  some 
who  had  only  flesh  wounds.  1  said  to  him,  that  had 
his  wounds  been  made  hy  a  Mexican  shol  he  would 
bare  been  dead,  to  which  he  replied,  the  American 
shot  was  very  good — no  poisonous  copper  in  them. 
One  had  died  just  before  I  entered  the  room,  and 
Ihey  were  makmg  pieparatioos  to  carry  him  out. — 
He  had  been  shot  ni  the  mouth  by  a  rifle  ball  which 
passed  under  tbe  left  ear,  and  be  had  lived  from  the 
9lh  up  to  this  time.  There  are  between  350  and  400 
of  these  horiid  objects  in  Ibis  place,  and  the  sight  of 
them  would  induce  many  a  stout  heart  lo  lament  the 
horrors  of  war.  These  men  give  the  number  of 
killed  and  wounded  on  the  9th  much  greater  than 
the  Americans  ever  claimed — some  say  twelve  hun- 
dred and  some  fifteen  hundred,  but  enough  of  them. 

Lieut.  Wells,  of  the  spies,  informed  nie  yesterday 
that  General  Arista  had  halted  at  the  distance  of  BO 
miles  Irom  this  place,  and  is  receiving  reinforcements 
quite  briskly.  Lieut.  Wells  with  a  few  men  follow- 
ed them  60  miles.  The  Mexicans  say  he  (Arista) 
will  certaii.ly  return  and  attack  us  at  this  place,  but 
the  best  informed  Americans  entertain  no  such  idea. 

II  things  are  left  to  Taylor's  discretion,  ha  will 
march  from  this  place  to  Alonterey, — on  this  river — 
and  if  he  docs,  tlie  Mexicans  will  give  him  a  hard 
fight — men  will  turn  out  to  defend  their  homes  and 
properly  in  that  section  tiial  we  have  never  had  to 
cope  with  yet — men,  who  when  called  on  heretofore 
to  put  down  rebellion  or  lo  invade  Texas,  have  paid 
two  or  lliree  dollars  for  a  miserable  substitute,  will 
now  take  their  nflcs,  and  march  lo  the  field  of  fight) 
and  these  Rio  Grande  rancheroa  know  how  lo  use 
the  rifle  loo.  From  the  manner  in  »hicb  lliey  fought 
on  the  9tn,  you  may  safely  infer  that  the  fight  will 
be  a  hard  one.  They  will  always  manage  to  have 
two  or  three  to  one  when  they  fight  us  and  we  look 
upon  it  as  an  equalizing  thing,  (you  may  think  this 
boasting  but  it  is  an  absolute  lad.) 

An  express  was  sent  (rom  this  place  to  Washing- 
ton six  dajs  ago,  ai  d  the  general  belief  is,  llial  we 
»ill  not  move  from  here  until  advised  by  the  govern- 
menl  lo  that  etlect.  In  such  a  case  we  will  drill  du- 
ring the  inleriiii,  and  make  preparations  lor  any  con- 
tingency. 

The  United  States  Dragoom  left  yesterday,  for 
Point  Isabel,  to  get  their  horses  shod;  they  are  a  fine 
looking  set  of  men  and  did  much  good  servica  in  tbe 
the  tield. 

Cajjtain  Walker,  (1  believe  now  a  major,)  is  here 
with  bis  men.  He  rode  by  our  quarters  yesterday 
OB  Tornado,  the  horse  sent  from  New  Orleans  lo 
him.  Tornado  seems  as  fond  of  his  backer  as  the 
backer  does  of  him,  and  they  were  the  observed  of 
all  observers.  Walker's  men  say  he  has  but  one 
fault  and  that  is  loo  brave  for  his  discretion.  Capl. 
Price,  also  of  the  Texan  Rangers,  is  here  with  a 
fine  set  of  men,  and  is  a  rough  customer  for  a  Mexi- 
can lo  run  against.  Major  Hays  is  occupying  the 
post  al  San  Antonio  by  1  aylor's  orders  and  will  re- 
mam  there  until  we  march.  We  were  about  issuing 
ail  Army  CkionicU  here,  but  before  we  could  get 
possession  of  Ihe  oSice,  some  one  took  it,  and  paid 
or  agreed  lo  pay  the  original  owner  for  the  use  of  it. 
Our  Iruops  are  in  excellent  spirits  and  long  for  the 
mouient  which  will  place  them  lace  lo  face  with  the 
enemy.  The  two  volunteer  regiments  from  your  ci- 
ty, are  in  particularly  buoyant  spirits,  notwilbstand- 
iiig  Iheir  late  heavy  march.  They  have  too  much 
pride  to  complain. 

P.  S. — Since  the  commencement  of  my  teller  1 
have  conversed  with  a  gentleman  of  mticti  intelli- 
gence, who  informed  me,  that  Gen.  Taylor  would 
positively  cease  uU'ensive  operations,  until  he  heard 
from  Washington.  He  says  thai  Matamoros  was  la- 
ken  withoul  orders,  as  the  commands  were  empba- 
tic.illy  to  act  on  the  defensive,  and  not  cross  the  riv- 
er under  any  pretence.  He  will  not  be  blamed  ad- 
milting  he  has  overstepped  his  orders,  for  he  has 
done  some  good  service  on  the  frontier.  Unless 
Arista  returns  to  Malamoras,  there  will  be  no  fur- 
ther hostilities  uDli!  Uncle  Sam  tells  his  sons  logo 
ahead.    Vours,  iic,  THE  CORPORAL. 


Camp  opposite  Matamoros,  Jl/ni/  28th,  1846. 

(10  o'clock,  A.  M.) 
Gentlemen:  From  the  date  of  this  you  will  per. 
ceivo  that  we  are  again  on  American  ground,  lliough 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  enemy'.s  bank.  Our 
stay  on  the  Matamorat  side  of  Ihe  Ri»  (irande  was 
brief — too  brief  to  satisfy  the  curious  purtion  of  our 
troops  in  the  perambulations  through  the  captured 
city.  Bui  1  suppose  it's  all  righi;  as  the  policy  of 
our  commander  is  to  annoy  Ihe  inhabitants  of  the 
place  as  little  as  possible.  We  are,  however,  allow- 
ed to  cross  the  river  occasionally,  in  small  squails, 
and  lo  remain  for  a  portion  of  the  day.  When  i  say 
we,  1  mean  the  volunteer  regirnenls,  for  a  greater 
part  of  the  regulars,  with  the  Rangers  and  dragoons, 
are  on  the  other  side — dividing  the  troops  on  the  two 
sides 

A  company  of  regular  troops  are  encamped  on  the 
public  square  to  preserve  order,  as  is  also  a  compa- 
ny of  Mexican  citizens,  whom  the  general  has  in- 
duced lo  organize  to  keep  their  own  citizens  under 
proper  restrictions.  You  must  not  infet  from  this 
that  the  liberty  of  the  Mexican  citizens  has  been  in 
any  manner  curtailed— it  is  not  so;  for  I  myself, 
heard  Gen.  Taylor  tell  a  citizen,  (who  complained 
of  an  injury  leceived  from  one  of  his  own  people,) 
that  he  did'not,  nor  would  not,  exercise  the  least  ci- 
vil jurisdiction  over  the  place,  bul  leave  them  to  ad- 
minister their  own  affairs  so  long  as  it  did  not  con- 
flict with  his  duly  as  commander  of  an  invading  ar- 
my. 

While  at  the  headquarters,  two  Mexican  women 
came  crying  lo  Ihe  general  and  entreated  him  to  re- 
lease Iheir  husbands,  nho  were  prisoners  in  the  fort. 
He  simply  bade  the  interpreter  lell  them,  he  could 
not,  and  they  went  on  their  way,  apparently  not  Ihe 
least  surprised  al  his  refusal.  A  ranchero  also  want- 
ed the  release  of  some  servanis,  saying  that  his  cot- 
ton was  full  of  grass,  but  his  request  met  the  same 
success. 

Capl.  Thornton,  of  the  dragoons,  whom,  you  will 
recollect,  was  sent  out  some  time  ago  to  take  obser 


One  of  the  volunteers  was  found  dead  in  the  streets 
of  Matamoros  this  morning,  baring  been  stabbed  ia 
the  back,  and  another  one  is  missing,  supposed  also 
lo  have  licen  murdered.  A  Spaniard  or  Mexican 
was  fi.und  dead  in  his  house  this  morninj  early,  and 
his  "ife  c;ime  to  Taylor's  quarters,  complained  of 
Ihe  deed  ind  pointed  out  the  murderer  Ho  was 
promptly  arreslerl  and  placed  under  guard  for  trial. 

We  have  a  rPi;iilar  mail  arriving  here  every  mor- 
ning from  Point  Isabel,  which  leaves  again  in  th« 
evening  for  the  same  place,  which  will  alf'.)rd  me  an 
opportunity  of  sending  you  something  in  Ihe  way  of 
words  or  news  every  day  or  two.     Yours, 

THE  CORPORAL. 

THE    BL0CK.*DE    OF    THE    RIO    OHUNDE. 

The  following  letter  Irom  Gen.  Taylor  to  Gen. 
Arista,  in  reply  lo  one  from  the  latter  remonstrating 
against  the  blockade  of  the  Rio  Grande,  is  worthy 
of  being  put  on  record  aninng  the  materials  for  a  fu> 
lure  history  of  the  war.  It  shows  General  Taylor 
not  less  skilled  in  the  structure  of  despatches,  than 
III  the  conduct  of  a  battle: 

Headquarters,  army  of  occupation. 
Camp  near  Matamoros,  (  Texas.)  Jipril  '2)1,  1846. 

Sm.  1  have  had  the  honor  lo  receive  your  com- 
munication of  this  dale,  in  which  you  complain  of 
measures  adopted  by  my  order  to  close  the  mouth  of 
the  Rio  Bravo  against  vessels  bound  to  Malanioro], 
and  in  which  you  also  advert  lo  the  case  of  two 
Mexicans  supposed  to  be  delaioed  as  prisoners  in 
this  camp. 

Alter  all  thai  has  passed  since  the  American  army 
approached  the  Rio  Bravo,  I  am  certainly  surprised 
that  you  should  complain  of  a  measure  which  is  no 
other  than  a  natural  result  of  the  slate  of  war  to 
much  insisted  upon  by  Ihe  Mexican  authorities  as 
acluully  existiug  al  this  tune.  You  will  excuse  me 
for  recalling  a  few  circumstances,  lo  show  that  this 
stale  of  war  has  not  been  sought  by  the  American 
army,  but  has  been  forced  upon  it,  and  that  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  rights  incident  lo  such  a  stale,  cannot 
be  made  a  subject  of  complaint. 

On   breaking  up  my  camp   al  Corpus  Chrisli,  and 


recollect,  was  seni  oui  some  i.».c  ugo  <^  .a.=  ..u=>=.-    ^^ving  forward  with  the  army  under  my  orders  to 
vations,  who  charged  the  enemy     was  defeated  and    ^^^    ,^  ,he   left  bank  of  the   Rio  Bravo,   it   was  my 


taken  prisoner,  is  still  under  arrest,  and  will  shortly 
be  tried  for  action  without  orders.  It  is  not  likely 
that  aiiyiliing  will  be  done  lo  him  more  than  cen- 
"f  that.  He  is  spoken  of  as  a  brave  and  wor 
thy  officer.  Lieut.  Deas,  was  exchanged  for,  though 
he  was  sufferred  to  remain  with  the  enemy  as  a  pun- 
ishment for  his  indiscretion.  He  was  taken  lor  a 
spy,  and  that  was  one  reason  why  Gen.  Taylor  used 
no  exertion  lo  get  him  back,  thinking  'Iwould  be  a 
bad  precedent.  No  one  thought  him  so,  and  attri- 
buted his  singular  conduct  to  a  generous  disposilion 
lo  find  out  what  had  been  tbe  fate  of  Col.  Cross. 

Looking  over  the  papers  received  yesterday,  I 
saw  several  allempts  al  a  description  of  a  chaparral, 
bul  all  incorrect.  It  is  a  series  of  thickets  ol  vari- 
ous sizes,  from  lOUjardsto  a  mile  through,  with 
rausl<eet  trees  interspersed  with  various  kinds  of 
bushes,  and  briars,  all  covered  with  thorns,  and  so 
closely  entwined  together  by  their  respective  branch- 
es as  to  prevent  the  passage  of  anything  through  lar- 
ger than  a  wolf  or  hare.  When  they  are  in  the 
course  of  a  traveller  he  must  travel  around   them, 


py  the  lell  Danu  ol  me  t^io  Uravo,  it  was  my 
earnest  desire  lo  execute  my  instructions  in  a  paci- 
fic manner;  lo  observe  the  utmost  regard  for  the  per- 
sonal rights  of  all  citizens  residing  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river,  and  lo  take  care  that  Ihe  religion  and 
customs  of  the  people  should  sufl'cr  no  violation. 

With  this  view,  and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  in- 
habitants,  I  issued  orders  lo  the  army,  enjoining  a 
strict  observance  of  the  righli  and  interests  of  all 
Mexicans  residing  on  the  river,  and  caused  said  or- 
ders lo  be  translated  into  Spanish,  and  circulated  in 
the  several  towns  on  the  Bravo.  These  orders  an- 
nounced the  spirit  in  which  we  proposed  to  occupy 
the  country,  and  1  am  proud  to  say  thai  up  to  this 
moment  the  same  spirit  has  controlled  the  operations 
of  the  army.  On  reacliing  the  Arroyo  Colorado  I 
was  informed  by  a  Alexican  olficer  that  the  order  in 
quefition  had  been  received  at  Matamoros,  but  was 
told  al  the  same  time  that  if  I  attempled  lo  cross  the 
river  il  would  be  regarded  as  a  declaration  of  war. 
Again,  on  my  march  to  Froolone  I  was  met  by  a  de- 
putation of  the  civil  aulhorilits  of  Matamoros,  pro. 
testing  a>;ainst  my  occupation  of  a  portion  of  the  de- 


s.  melimes  four  or  five  miles,  before  he  can  make  |  parlnient  of  Tamaulipas,  and  declaring  that  if  the 
half  a  mile  on  his  route.  In  the  middle  of  most  of  arm;  was  not  al  once  withdrawn,  war  would  result, 
them  )ou  will  find  a  small  prairie,  with  numerous  I  While  this  communication  was  in  my  hands,  it  was 
beds  of  prickly  pears,  the  fruit  of  which  is  oileii  j  discovered  that  the  village  of  Froolone  had  been  set 
ventured  for  by  those  who  are  accustomed  lo  its  us«  on  fire  and  abandoned.  1  viewed  this  as  a  direct  act 
and  "know  the  ropes."  It  was  in  one  of  these  prai-  of  war,  and  inlormed  the  deputalien  that  their  com- 
ries  where  Captain  Walker  was  flrsl  fired  on  in  the  !  munication  would  be  answered  by  me  when  opposite 
commencement  of  the  battles — the  enemy  had  cut  Matamoros,  which  was  done  in  respeclluUerms. 
down  the  bushes  and  drawn  a  piece  of  artillery  lo 
its  edge  and  planted  it  just  as  Walker  emerged  from 
the  thicket  by  a  mustang  irail,  on  the  olher  side.     In 

the  lar'e  thickets,  a  good  woodsman  can  crawl  on  i  relations,  and  my  willingness  to  leave  open  to  the 
his  belfy  withoul  coming  in  contacl  with  the  branch- !  use  of  the  citizens  of  Matamoros  the  port  of  Brasses 
es  and  thus  approach  near  enough  to  its  outer  edge  |  Sinliago  unlit  Ihe  question  of  boundary  should  be 
lo'lake  a  deliberate  aim  al  an  object  in  the  prairie,  j  definitely  settled,     'ihis  oQicer  received  for  reply, 

Irom  the  oflicer  selected  lo  confer  with  him,  that 


On  reaching  the  river  I  despatclied  an  officer,  high 
in  rank,  to  convey  lo  the  commanding  general  lO 
Matamoros  the  expression  ol  my  desire  for  amicable 


Four  o'clock,  P.  Jtf.— I  ceased  writing  this  morning,  a(i,a„ce  lo  the  Rio  Bravo  was  considered  as  a 

cause  1  had  nothing  to  write  about;  put  by  imple-  ,  ^grilable  acl  of  war,  and  he  was  actually  refused  an 
enls  and  crossed  the  river  in  search  ol  ne«s.  '"»  imerview  with  the  American  consul,  in  ilself  in- 
first  place  1  went  to  was  Walker  s  headquarters,  a  ^.^n,  ai,t,|e  ^,m,  ^  state  of  peace.  Nolwilbslandinj 
place  where  all  the  news  respecting  the  enemy  is  to  ,  ^^^^^  repealed  assurances  on  the  pari  of  the  Mexi- 
he  lound.  Walker  vMlh  the  greater  part  ol  his  men  ,  ^,^^  aulhorilies,  and  nolwithstandiug  ihe  most  obvi- 
are  absent  on   a   ranging  or  spying  expedition,   and  |         huatile  preparations  on   the   right  bank  of  the 

river,  accompanied  by  a  rigid  iion-inleicaurse,  [ 
carefully  abstained  Irom  any  acl  of  hostility — de- 
termined Ihal  the  onus  of  producing  an  actual  state 
of  hostilities  should  not  rest  on  ine.  Our  relations 
remainea  in  this  slate  until  1  had  the  honor  to  re- 
ceive your  note  of  the  12lh  instant,  in  which  you  de- 
oi-^pre'endtothlnk,  will  ruin  Mexi^co.  Our'soldieri !  nounce  war  as  the  alternative  of  my  remaining  in 
too.  seem  cheered  by  the  news,  and  anlicipate  a  bril-  j  Ihis  position. 

liant  terminalion  lo  their  campaign,  which  a  few  l      As  I  could  not,  under  my  instructions,  recede  from 
days  ago  Uiey  feared  would  end  in  smoke.  j  my  position,  1  accepted  the  aiUrnaUve  you  oflered. 


becai 
men 


1  he  returns  he  will  advise  us  ol  the  movements 
of  Aiista. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  river  the  war  bill  bat 
created  quite  an  excitement,  and  the  Mexicans  look 
as  though  all  hope  of  saving  their  country  from  be- 
ng  overrun  is  lost.     Fifty  thousand  men  they  Ihink, 
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and  n  sde  all  my  dispositions  1o  meet  it  suitably. — 
But,  still  willin;  to  adopt  milder  me^isiires  before 
proceeding  to  others,  I  cunlenled  myself,  in  Ihe  first 
in«tan"e  with  orderiiii;  a  blockade  of  the  mouth  of 
the    Rio'Bravo,   by  the  nnvai  force  under  my  orders 

a  proceedmK  perfectly  consonant  with  the  state  of 

war  so  often  declared  to  exist,  and  which  you  ac- 
knowledge in  your  note  of  the  16lh  instant,  relative 
to  the  late  Colonel  Cross.  If  this  measure  seem  op- 
pressive, I  wi'h  it  bnrne  in  mind  that  it  hns  been 
forced  upon  me  by  the  course  joii  have  seen  fit  tJ 
adopt.  1  have  reported  this  blockade  to  my  govern- 
ment, and  shall  not  remove  it  until  I  receive  instriin- 
lions  to  that  ed'er.t,  unless  indeed,  you  desire  an  ar- 
mistice, pendiiiu  the  final  settlement  of  the  questioti 
between  the  governments,  or  until  war  shall  be  for- 
mally declared  b)  either,  in  which  case  1  will  cheer- 
fully open  the  river.  In  regard  tu  the  consequences 
you  meniion  as  resulting  from  a  refusal  to  remove 
the  blockade,  I  beg  you  to  understand  that  I  am  pre- 
pared for  them  he  they  what  they  may. 

In  regard  to  the  particular  vessels  referred  to  in 
your  communication,  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you 
that,  in  pursuance  of  my  orders,  two  American 
nchooners,  bound  to  Matamoros,  were  warned  olf  on 
the  17th  instant,  when  near  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  put  to  sea,  returning  probably  to  New  Orleans. 
They  were  not  seized,  or  their  cargoes  disturbed  in 
any  way,  nor  have  they  been  in  the  haiBor  of  Brazos 
Santiago  to  my  knowledge.  A  Mexican  schooner, 
understood  to  be  the  "Juniata,"  was  in  or  oil  that 
harbor  when  mv  inslruciii>ns  to  blockade  that  river 
were  issued,  but  was  driven  to  sea  in  a  gale,  since 
which  time  I  have  no  report  concerning  her.  Since 
the  receipt  of  your  communication,  I  have  learned 
that  two  persons  sent  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  to 
procure  information  respecting  Ibis  vessel,  pioceed 
ed  thence  to  Brazes  Sinliaio,  when  they  were  tak>-n 
up  and  detained  by  the  ufljcers  in  command,  until 
my  orders  could  be  received.  1  shall  onler  their 
immediate  release.  A  letter  Irom  one  of  them  to 
the  Spanisti  vice  consul  i»  respectfully  transmitted 
herewith. 

In  relation  to  the  t.vo  Mexicans  said  to  have  drift 
ed  down  the  river  in  a  boat,  and  to  be  prisoners  at 
this  lime  in  my  camp,  1  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  no  such  persons  have  been  taken  prisoners, 
or  are  now  detained  by  my  auihority.  Ihe  boat  in 
question  was  carried  down  empty  by  the  current  of 
the  river,  and  drifted  ashore  near  one  of  our  pickets, 
and  was  secured  by  the  guard.  Some  time  after- 
ward an  attempt  was  made  to  recover  the  boat  under 
the  cover  of  the  darkness;  the  individuals  concerned 
were  hailed  by  ttie  guard,  and  failing  to  answer, 
were  fired  upon  as  a  matter  of  course.  What  be 
came  of  them  is  not  known,  as  no  trace  of  them 
could  be  discovered  on  the  folloaing  mornini  — 
The  oUicer  of  the  Mexican  guard  directly  opposite 
was  informed  the  next  day  that  the  boat  would  be 
returned  on  proper  application  to  me,  and  I  have 
DOW  only  to  repe  .1  that  assurance. 

Ill  conclusion,  I  take  leave  to  state  that  I  consider 
the  lone  ol  jour  cummunicjtion  highly  excepliona 
ble,  where  you  stigmatize  the  movBiiienls  of  the  ar 
my  under  Oiy  orders  as  "marked  with  the  seal  of 
universal  reprobation."  You  must  be  aaare  ihal 
■uch  language  is  not  respeciful  ii  itself  either  tu  me 
or  my  government ;  and  while  I  observe  in  my  own 
correspondence  itie  couilesy  du-  to  your  high  posi 
tioii  and  to  the  niagimude  ot  the  inli  re»ts  with  which 
we  are  respectivel)  charged,  1  shaii  e.\pect  the  same 
in  return. 

1  ir.ive  ttie  honor  to  be,  vert  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  'Z     fAYLUR, 

Brevet  brig    gen    U  S   ni iny   coiniuandcng. 
Senor  ue-i    i>    Peuro  de  .\mpiidia, 

CoiniiianUhig  in  Mjlamoros. 

Incidents  of  the  battle  held  The  New  Or- 
leans Ucii.i,  ol  ihi-  UUi  c.,niau,s  a  lung  and  interest 
ing  letter  from  Polio  Isabel,  Aliiy  2Uih.  Alter  speak- 
ing of  the  nallle  uf  the  Slli,  the  writer  sjys: 

"  I'lie  first  care  ot  general  I'aylur  was  to  visit  the 
wounded  and  see  that  every  comlort  was  supplied — 
the  cunslaiil  an  J  we. I  directed  energies  ol  tlie  medi- 
cal department  Icll  but  little  tnr  him  to  do,  every 
one,  Hheiher  idlicer  oi  soldier,  had  been  attended 
wiih  unwavering  eare  and  ttaichlulness.  The  troops 
having  pait.iken  ol  their  meal,  the  order  w.is  given 
to  get  Ihe  (oii.inaiid  under  arms.  General  I'aj  lor 
here  somniuned  a  council  of  war,  composed  ol  Ihe 
heads  ot  the  dillerenl  commands,  in  all  Ihirletn,  ex- 
cluding the  commander  m  cliiet.  The  general,  afler 
returning  thanks  lor  their  support  and  bravciy  on  ihe 
Uih,  and  wishing  to  be  advised  ua  lu  what  they 
thmight  best  tunc  done,  calle  I  on  each  to  give  his 
0|)nMOll.  It  wai  Ihen  aseeilalned  thai  hut  lour  out 
ol  lie  thiin  en  were  ui  land'  .^1  tuiNi.  aiikao,  the 
other  oUicers  cuuipotting  me  council  voieu,  -onm  lo 
•Blreoch  <vher«  they  ware  aod  await  the  awittunca  of 


Ihe  volunteers,  and  others  to  retire  at  once  to  Point 
Isabel,  hut  the  treneral  said,  "Iwill  be  at  Fort  Browri 
before  night,  if  1  live!" 

He  adds: 

"Those  who  voted  forgoing  ahead,  as  they  watch- 
ed the  countenance  of  the  general,  might  have  seen 
the  smile  of  approbation  that  lighted  up  ihe  old  man's 
honest  face  at  the  moment,  though  he  biwed  with 
respect  to  the  opinions  i>f  those  who  differed  from 
him,  and  in  saying  engrave  on  tht  sacred  banner  of  the 
stars  and  stripes  the  names  of  Taylor,  Mcintosh,  Mor- 
ris, Scott  and  Dioican,  I  mean  no  reflection  upon 
those  who  voted  against  them — they  were  men  tried 
111  many  a  field  before,  and  their  deeds  on  that  day 
proved   them  equal  to  Ihe  best. 

"Lieut.  Ridgely,  who  was  entitled  to  a  vote  in  the 
council,  was  at  the  time  in  attendance  on  the  lament- 
ed Ringgold,  and  therefore  had  no  voice  in  the  mat- 
ter, but  as  he  galloped  up  to  the  battery,  on  returning 
from  his  visit  to  the  major,  some  one  said:  'Ridgely, 
were  you  at  the  council?'  he  replied,  'no,  I  did  not 
know  that  one  had  been  called,  but  I  hope  old  Zicli 
will  go  ahead  and  bring  the  matter  to  close  quar- 
ters.'" 

A  full  account  of  the  battle  is  now  given,  and 
ample  justice  is  done  to  the  brave  men  who  parlic'- 
paled  m  the  struggle.  Alluding  to  Ithe  charge  of  May. 
the  writer  savs: 

"'I'he  enemy  again  wavered.  G^n.  Taylor  or 
dered  captain  May  lo  charge  their  battery,  and  on 
he  started;  but  on  reaching  the  pnmt  of  the  road 
where  he  would  have  been  discovered  by  the  enemy, 
he  was  stopped  by  Rnlgely,  who  lold  him  that  the 
enemy  had  just  loaded  their  pieces,  and  if  he  charg- 
ed then,  he  would  be  swept  away.  "Stop."  says 
Ridijely,  "uniil  1  draw  their  fire;"  when  he  de- 
liberaiely  fired  each  gun;  so  t-rrible  was  Ihe  eflVc 
of  Ihe  g.'ape,  Ihat  the  Mexicans  poured  their  fire 
upon  his  piece,  ami  then  May  charged  like  a  bullet, 
drove  off  their  cannon iers,  took  La  Ve^a  prisoner, 
and  retreated.  Here  lieut.  Inge,  a  nuble,  gallant 
solilier,  charging  at  the  head  of  the  squadron,  was 
killed  and  stripped.  Lieut.  Sackel  than  whom  there 
is  no  better  officer,  had  his  horse  shot  under  him, 
and  was  pitched  foremost  into  the  pond,  rose  again, 
covered  with  mud  and  water,  and  escaped.  The 
squadron  snffer-d  very  inui-h.  I  am  sure  Cliarley 
May  feels  grateful  to  Ridgely  for  his  cool  judgment 
and  liinely  advice.  Had  he  charged  on  the  ballery. 
loaded  with  grapo  as  il  was,  I  do  not  believe  lie 
would  have  save<l  a  man." 

The  letter  thus  concludes: — 

"I  returned  shortly  to  the  camp  and  found  that  our 
troops  were  resting  immediately  on  the  battle  ground. 
Alas!  what  a  sad  picture  presented  itself;  around 
were  lying  heaps  of  dead,  dying  and  disabled  men — 
Ihe  sigh,  the  groan,  the  slinek  of  agony,  filled  the 
air,  whilst  the  eye  could  not  rest  upon  spot  but  it  met 
with  a  head,  a  leg,  an  arm,  a  body  cut  off  by  the 
waisl,  or  the  more  fortunnte  dead,  who  had  received 
their  death  wound  from  the  rifle  or  musket. 

"Now,  my  dear  sir,  how  can  I  describe  to  you  the 
personal  acts  of  braver) — not  only  in  one  instance 
Out  in  twenty — and  not  simply  by  the  otficer,  but  by 
the  CO  union  soldier.  The  whole  battle  was  fought 
by  individual  squads,  led  sometimes  by  an  oflieei 
and  frequently  by  the  non-commissioned  officer.  1 
could  not  say  loo  much  for  every  man  engaged.  So 
eaeer  were  our  men  lor  the  fight  that  I  cannot  bel- 
ter describe  their  enthusiasm  than  to  give  you  the 
idea  that  struck  me  il  was  this:  Every  man,  officer 
and  soldier  see  ed  impressed  with  the  idea  thai 
there  was  but  a  given  qu.inlity  orfi.;htiiig  lo  ne  had  — 
not  enou„h  lor  every  man  to  have  his  fill  of  it — jnd, 
iherefore,  it  became  every  one  to  gel  what  he  could 
as  soon  as  possible. 

'Instances  there  were  where  one  man  in  charging 
upon  llieir  batteries  leaped  astride  their  pieces  and 
holding  on  wilh  one  hand  beat  ofl'  the  gunnels  with 
their  swords,  and  weie  there  cut  down. 

"An  instance  occurred  when  in  a  charge  upon  a 
piece  lieul.  Joidon  was  attacked  by  2  Mexicans  and 
nayonetted  m  two  places,  when  lieiit.  L'licoln  of  Ihe 
Sill,  rushed  up  and  with  his  own  sabre  made  perlect 
mince  meal  ol  the  two.  Again,  when  Ridgely  charg- 
ed With  his  batter)  across  the  ravine,  and  was  stand 
ing  at  one  of  his  pieces,  tie  was  charged  on  by  three 
Lancers,  he  mounted  his  horse  and  drove  them  ofl 
wiih  his  own  sabre.  But  it  wouin  lake  a  volume  lo 
recite  the  whole,  and  1  am  sure  Ihat  in  gen.  Taylor's 
dciailed  report  all  will  appear— the  lad  is  every 
man  was  a  hero.  11  I  may  say,  without  doing  n,- 
justice  lo  any  parly,  lo  which  arm  the  most  credit 
is  uue,  I  would  say  the  artillery  under  Ridgely,  and 
the  legimenls  of  inlanlry,  particulaily  the  elglitl. 
and  3th.     'I  he  charge  o(   May's  squadron   was  a  gal- 


lant thing;  its  success,  however,  was  allribulalile 
itie  timely  adviec  of  Kidgel)  and  his  w  illingness  to 
receive  11. e  hie  of  the  battel  lo,  when  it  was  Ueliev- 
ed  tafiiclent  lo  sweep  whole  s«|uadroDS — not  to  »ay 


but  that  May  would  just  as  leave  have  charged  on 
the  loaded  gun  as  on  the  empty  one — he  13  a  brave, 
gallant  and  efficient  officer." 

A  letter  from  Piint   Isabel,  date!   June  2,  to  tha  ' 
New  Orleans   Picayune,  contains  the    following  in- 
teresting narrative: 

"[  left  Matamoros  yesterdav  morning,  jn  company 
with  captains  Ram-ay  and  Hardee,  and  four  dra- 
goons, and  on  the  route  to  this  place  had  another 
view  of  the  two  battle  grounds.  Res'ica  de  la  Patnia 
battle  ground  is  covered  with  the  graves  of  our  fal- 
len countrymen,  who  fell,  many  of  them,  fighting 
hand  lo  hand  with  the  enemy.  Terribly  were  they 
avenged,  however,  on  the  spot,  for  their  antagonists 
are  buried  arouml  them  by  hundreds.  I  was  shown 
one  grave,  near  the  spit  whce  the  Drave  Cochrane 
is  interred,  in  which  some  ei.;ht  Mexicans  are  said 
to  have  been  placed,  and  iliere  are  many  more  which 
contain  a  score  or  two  each  of  Ihe  slaughtered  foe. 
The  grave  of  poor  Inge  ivas  pointed  oil  lo  me.  It 
is  ne.ir  where  one  of  the  ene.ny's  batteries  was  post 
ed.  It  was  with  feelings  of  deep  sadness  that  I  re- 
called to  mind  the  many  virtues  of  ihis  gallant  and 
noble-hearted  officer.  He  had  left  a  young  wile  m 
Baltimore,  and  hjd  arrived  at  Point  Isabel  wiih  a 
body  of  recruits,  just  in  time  to  march  wiih  general 
Taylor;  had  dislif.gui-hed  himself  in  t)oth  battles  by 
hi,  heroic  bearing,  and  fell  at  the  moment  when  that 
brilliant  victory,  lo  which  he  contributed  so  largely, 
was  about  to  declare  itself  in  favor  of  our  arms. — 
Mexican  caps  and  remnants  of  iheir  clothing  are 
scattered  here  and  there  over  the  battle  ground,  and 
the  whole  field  is  doited  with  marks  of  the  enemy's 
camp  fires.  Il  is  a  wild  looking  place,  and  30  ad- 
vantageous vvas  the  position  of  the  enemy,  that  it 
will  ever  remain  a  wonder  lo  me  that  our  litile  army 
was  not  entirely  cut  lo  oieces  by  their  greatly  su- 
perior force.  Over  a  great  portion  of  the  giouiid  on 
which  our  army  prepjred  to  attack  them,  Uie  thickets 
are  so  dense  that  a  dog  would  find  it  dilHcult  to  pe- 
netrate them.  The  men  actually  p'ished  each  other 
through  these  thickets,  and  were  divnled  into  small 
squads  of  three  to  six. 

The  Palo  Alto  battle  field,  on  this  side,  near  the 
edge  of  the  diaparr.ils,  is  an  open  praine,  quite  level, 
and  a  most  magmfirent  place  for  the  meeting  of  two 
armies.  The  positions  of  the  Mexican  lines  were 
pointed  out  to  me,  and  we  rode  over  a  pan  of  the 
field  where  the  battle  raged  the  hottest.  They  are 
represented  as  having  presented  a  very  warlike  as 
well  as  wild  and  pii  turesque  appearance  as  our 
troops  approached  Ihein;  Iheir  compjct  lines  extend- 
ing Iroin  an  elevated  point  of  chaparrals  on  their 
right,  about  a  mile;  their  left  exiending  across  the 
road  near  its  enlraiice  tu  the  pass.  I  visited  the  place 
v\-here  some  ot  their  heavy  artillery  opened  upon  our 
army,  and  against  winch  our  two  IS-poonders  were 
fnr  a  time  directed.  Convincing  evidences  of  tha 
skill  with  which  our  artillery  vvas  used  against  them 
was  still  perceptible  upon  that  part  of  tlie  field;  for 
although  Ihey  were  permitted  lo  bury  their  dead, 
and  afterwards  returned  m  numbers  and  spent  con- 
siderable time  in  that  employment,  1  co  mted  some 
thirty  dead  bodies,  stretched  out  as  they  fell,  in  that 
iiTimediate  vicinity. 

Some  had  been  nearly  severed  in  two  by  cannon 
ball,  others  had  lost  a  part  of  the  head,  b.ith  legs,  a 
shoulder,  or  the  whole  stomach.  Of  many  of  ihem 
nothing  but  the  bones,  encased  in  uiiiforin,  was  left; 
whilst  others  had  been  Iransformed  into  mummies, 
and  retained  the  expression  of  couiilenance  wnich 
Itieir  death  agonies  had  slainped  upon  Iheiii.  One 
man  who  lud  been  shot  between  the  hips  w  ith  a  large 
ball,  lay  doubled  up  as  he  fell,  with  his  hands  ex- 
tended and  his  tare  downward  netween  his  knees. — 
Anoiher  whose  slioulders  and  back  were  shut  away, 
seemed  tu  have  died  in  the  act  of  uttering  a  cry  of 
horror.  Dead  horses  wtre  scattered  about  m  every 
direction,  and  the  buzzards  and  wild  dogs  were  fat- 
tening upon  the  carrion 

Duniig  my  stay  with  the  army  near  Matamoros, 
nulhiiig  of  consequence  occurred.  Ru.iior  is  always 
busy  enough,  spreading  ridiculous  tales  from  one  en- 
cam|iment  to  anoiher,  and  the  wags  and  'green  'uns,* 
and  literary  aspiiants,  have  no  doubt  kept  the  news- 
papers abundaiiily  supplied  with  this  species  of  "iin- 
;ioi  lant  news."  Ihere  is  no  probability  of  Ihe  army 
moving  Iroui  its  present  position  for  a  iniuith  at  least. 
This  you  will  have  heard  before  this  reaches  you, 
Iroiii  intelligent  officers,  one  ot  whom  has  sent  to  pro- 
cure b.ia|s,£i.c.  lor  the  transportation  of  supplies  up 
the  Rio  Grande.  In  the  mean  lime  the  volunteers 
will  be  dulled,  and  those  who  ale  iiol  at  Matamoras 
with  thust  who  may  arrive  here,  will  be  sent  to  Bu- 
rila,  lo  remain  until  their  services  may  be  needed. 

Theie  ait  now  about  four  thousand  volunteers  out 
heie.  So  laras  I  have  been  able  lu  learn,  their  health 
IS  good,  and  iney  aie  doing  very  well  m  the  way  of 
drill  and  di>>cipliDe, 
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We  had  another  heavy  wind  last  nighl,  which  like 
the  recent  eale.  overthrew  many  "f  the  tenti.  The 
lent  in  Hhifh  I  skpl,  in  Itie  2il  diagonn  camp,  was 
stripped  from  over  ns  as  if  it  had  been  a  sheet  of 
tissnt-  paper,  and  the  n'ay  (he  lighter  arlicles  of  our 
wardiohe  d meed  about  the  prairie  was  quite  iineuni- 
fcirtahle  to  behold,  especially  to  me,  who  gave  chase 
to  a  portion  of  them. 

Ii  was  staled  ut  Mula:noros,  and  gei'.eral  believeil. 
betore  I  lefi,  that  a  nruelaniaiion   had  been  reeeived 
fro. II  some  Inch  funetinnary,derlarins  that  any  Mex- 
ican citizen    »ho>bnuld    bold    coin'riiinicalion  with 
peisons  in  lien    Tayl'-r's  army,  would  ne  p 
traitors,  and  any   .\Iexiean  citizen    who  si 
coinmnnii  aii.in  «iib  lli..se   wh.i  held  <-iHninunieatio 
wiih  our  troops  sb-uld   like.vise  be  piinishid  as  Ira 
tors! 


Soldiers;  the  lamentation  of  the   soldier  for   the 

companion  who  dies  on  the  field  of  battle  ought  to 
be  a  shot  well  aimed  at  the  enemy.  Tliose  are  the 
tears  which  our  brotlici-s  require  of  our  love.  Their 
tomb  must  be  raised  in  the  American  camp.  The 
corpses  of  the  Yankees  ought  to  form  their  mausole- 
ums. 

Soldiers:  if  we  have  lost  some  of  our  brothers,  the 
glory  will  be  greater,  there  will  be  fewer  conquerors; 
it  is  not  the  number  which  gives  victory      There  were 

but  three  hundred  Spartans,  and  the  powerful   Xerx- 

•hed  as    cs  did  not  cross  the  Tbermopyle.     .The    celebrated 
Id  hold    army   of  the  great  Napoleon  perished  in  Spain  at  the 
hands  of  a  defenceless  people,  but  they  were  free  and 
intrepid,  and  were  fighting  for  theirliberiy. 

Kellow-soldiers:  shall  we  do  less  than'tliey  did.> — 
Wc  are  fighting  for  our  liberty,  our  religion,  oiir  coun- 
try, our  cradles,  our  graves.  Let  him  who  docs  not 
wish  to  die  a  traitor,  him  who  wishes  to  deserve  the 
tears  of  his  children,  let  him  take  breath  and  sustain 
his  courage;  he  must  not  faint,  he  must  not  fear,  but 
what  have  we  to  fear?  Tlie  heart  tells  us  that  in  it 
we  shall  find  all  tliat  is  requisite,  and  our  hearts  we 
will  oppose  to  the  enemy. 

Soldiers:  vengeance  for  our  brothers!  glory  for  our 
children!  honor  foroiir  country. 

Wedefend  those  cherished  feelings.     Do  not  fear 

I  swear  to  you  that  if  the  day  be  a  laborious  one,  our 
glory  will  be  sweeter;  but  glory  we  will  have,  and 
your  general  and  companion  will  attain  it  with  your 
loyalty  and  valor. 

A.VASTASIO    PaRRODE 

Tampico,    May  13th,  1846. 

ME.VICA^f      FORCE    IN      THE      ACTIONS      Of 
THE    EIGHTH    AND   NI.VTH     Mat. 

The  official  of  General  Arista,  under  date  of  Mata- 
moras.  May  14,  1846,  published  in  the  government 
Diario  of  iVJay  '25th,  attlie  city  of  Mexico,  show  clear- 
ly, so  far  as  they  can  be  relied  upon,  that  the  Mexi- 
can force  amounted  to  very  nearly,  if  not  quite,  5,000 
men.      It  says: — 

'The  file  of  documents  contained    in    No.   1    wi 


Head  QtTARTERS  or  the  Army Genervl  Ordbiu, 

No.  15 IJjutimt  Gaitral's  nmce,  Ifasliitisiton  Maw 

29,  1846. 

1.  Instructions  have  already  been  given  to  Briga- 
dier G«neral  Wool,  and  tlirough  him  to  several  otfi- 
cers  placed  at  his  disposition  for  the  early  inspection 
and  muster  into  service  of  the  U.  States,  oftlie  quotas 
of  twelve  month  volunteers  who  have  been  called  for 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  from  Ohio,  In- 
diana, Kentucky,  Illinois,  Tennessee,  and  Mississippi, 
and  who  may  present  themselves,  for  acceptance,  un- 
der that  call,  at  the  rendezvous  of  tliose  States  res- 
pectively. 

2.  Instnictions  have  also  been  given  to  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  to  inspect  and  muster  the  quotas, 
called  for  in  like  manner,  from  Georgia,  Alabama, 
and  .Arkansas. 

3.  As  soon  as  inspected  and  mustered,  as  above, 
the  several  regiments  and  battalions  of  horse  and  foot 
will,  without  delay,  be  put  on  loute,  as  follows: 

4.  The  regemcnts  of  cavalry  or  mounted  men  cal- 
led for  from  Kentucky  and  Tennesee,  will  from  their 
respective  state  rendezvous,  take  up  their  lines  of 
march  by  the  best  routes,  via  Memphis,  Little  Rock 
on  the  Arkansas,  Fulton,  on  the  Red  river,  and  Rob- 
bins  Ferry  on  the  Trinity  river,  upon  San  Antonio  de 
Bexar,  Texas.  The  regement  of  cavalry  or  mounted 
men,  called  from  Arkansas,  will  from  its  state-ren- 
dezvous,(say)  Washington,  take  the  same  route  to 
San  Antonio  de  Bexar. 

5.  Excepting  one  Regiment  of  the  Kentucky  and 
one  of  the  lilinois  quotas  of  foot  to  which  Brigadier 
General  Wool  is  charged  with  giving  different  routes, 
and  also  e.'icepting  the  Arkansas  battalion  w  hich  will 
receive  instructions  through  Brevet  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Arbuckle,  all  the  other  regiments  and  battalions  of 
volunteer  infantry  or  rifle  called  for,  from  the  said 
States,  will  be  embarked  at  the  nearest  navigable 
points  to  their  respective  state-rendezvous,  and  thence 
proceed  by  water,  with  or  without  transhipments  at 
Mobile  or  New  Orleans,  to  Point  Isabel  or  Brassos 
Santiago,  Texas,  where,  like  the  troops  ordered  at  San 
Antonio  de  Bexar,  the  whole  will  come  under  the  or- 
ders of  the  general  otKcer  in  the  chief  command  of  the 
U.  States  land  forces  operating  against  Mexico. 

6.  The  chiefs  of  the  general  staff  of  the    army,  at 
this  place,  will  each,  in  w  hat  concerns  his  department 
charge  himself,  through  his  subordinates,   with    sup- 
plying the  said  volunteers(horse  and    foot)lhe    neces- 
sary arms,    accoutrements,    ammunition,    knapsacks  „  , 
havresacks,  canteens,  (for  water)  camp  equipage   sub-    S'""'*' P'ea™^,  the  following  description    of   the  na- 
sistence.  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  means  of  trans-  i  '"'",^'  ■'°"'''  towards  the  city  of  Mexico.     It  is  drawn 
porlation,  by  land  and  water,  according  to  routes  and    "^  ^  "  gentleman  v\ho  is  perfectly  famUiar  with  the 
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some  three  leagues  above,  from  Matamoros,  not  lo 
draw  over  6  feet  of  water,  on  account  of  bars;  there 
is  considerable  trade  here  in  cattle  from  the  neigh- 
boring ranchos;  there  is  a  ford  some  40  miles  up- 
stream; but  vc  ry  boggy  and  bad. 

To  Kl  Guardado,  village  of  500  souls;  good  road 
good  pasture,  well-stocked;  wood  and  water;  3  leagues! 

To  Mier,  village  of  800  souls;  everything  scarce 

From  .^latamoras  to  this  you  are  never  1  1-2  miles 
from  the  Rio  Grande;  but  now  leave  the  river  nearly 
a  west  course — 6  leagues. 

To  Passa  La  Plaquaclie  river,  which  is  uninhabited, 
the  river  about  40  feet  wide,  but  deep  and  muddy- 
good  pasture — 7  leagues. 

To  Aqua  Lejos,  village  of  1,500  inhabitants;  abun- 
dance of  all  things  necessary — 5  leagues. 

To  Seralvo,  village  of  l",'.>00  souls;  wood,  water 
pasture;  and  provisions  abundant.  Here  are  several 
silver  mines,  badly  worked — 6  leagues. 

To  Creiso,  ranchitoof  100  souls;  wood,  water  and 
pasture — 3  leagues.  '        ' 

To  Papa  Gallos  Rancho,  100  souls;  meat  and  corn 
wood  and  water— 7  leagues,  ' 

To  Ramos  Kaneho,  100  souls;  meat  and  corn 
wood  and  water — 4  leagues.  ' 

To  Aqua  Frio,  village  of  400  souls,  good  pa.sturc_ 
8  leagues. 

To  Marina,  village  of  1,000  souls;  abundance— 5 
leagues: 

To  Monterey  city,  12,000  souls— 8  leagties. 

This  last  eight  leagues  has  many  ranchos  and  sugar- 
cane farms  on  and  off  the  road.  A  fine  stream  of 
pure  mountain  water  runs  through  the  city;  ivell- 
paved  streets,  and  mostly  one  story  buildings;'  lies  at 
the  foot  of  the  trade-land.  From  Matamoros  to  this 
by  government  measure,  is  1 00  leagues  caslillanos  —1 
Here  the  mountains  become  lofty  and  abrupt-  the 
road,  now  all  up-hill,  dry  and  broad,  winding  throu"-h 
the  canones  up  to  the  next  village,  called— 3  lea'^ueg 

Santa  Clara,  which  contains  400  souls,  farmers' 
The  road  to  Tampico  forks  off  here,  or  in  the  city  of 
Monterey;  water  by  the  road  side,  but  no  wood-  coun- 


make  known  to  your  excel^ncyour,num^ro/kin:dr:S:.^vS^^ 

and  wounded,  and  of  the  dispersed  who  have  not  yet   cienda,  which  is_6  lea..ues  "«"<=°"'»'la  Ha- 

presented  themselves,  and  that  the  corps  of  the    army        Here  are  abundance  of  ni-nv;«innc  ..    i     « 
are  reunited,  forming  a  to.al  of  4.00o'men,  incIudi,.!J  of  w:tr\^t';tumat^^^^^^^ 
he  prisoners  received  m  exchange,  and   exclusive  of  like  curtains.     A   determined  enemrcouid    n  ake  , 

the  numerous  remforcemenU,  whose  reports  have  not   cf...,n„.  .o.,-.. „  u.,..,.  i_.,_   ,o  ■>,   '°"'"    ™-'«c  a 

yet  come  in  at  the  moment  when  this  express  is  des- 
patched." 

.Ictionofthe  8th. 
Killtd — Officers  4,  non-com.  do  and    privates.     98 
IVounded — Officers  1 1 ,  non-com  do  and  privates.  1 16 
Dispersed — Non    com.    officers    and   privates    26 

—240 

Actions  of  the  9th. 

Killeil-Oeirers    6,     non-com.  do  and  privates.  I,'i4 

rrounrfeiJ-Officers  23,  non-com.  do  and  privates.  205 

Dwpei-serf-Officers  3,  non-  com.  do  and  privates  156 

—515 

[  Union 


porlation,  by  land  and  water,  according  to  routes  and 
destination,  and  according  to  law  and  regulations. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Scott. 

R.  Jones,  Adjutant  General. 

Mexican  account  of  the.  Buttles  of  the  Silt  and  9th. — 
We  find  the  following  translation  of    an    interesting 

Mexican  document  in  the  C'liion; 

The   Commaiuler-in-Chief  of  the  Departnunl  cf  Tanwuii- 
ftts,  lo  the  troops  under  his  command: 

i'lifcic  SoWtcrs;  The  afternoon  of  the  8th  of  this 
month,  our  brothers  of  Matamoras  have  fought  with 
intrepidity  and  enthusiasm  in  the  Tmuiut  tUl  Ramerino; 

«r.     tl,„'l,i.    *1 _l 1  .  .  ' 


--  -..-...J  uvui^i  luajto  a 
strong  resistance  here;  long  18-pounders  would  soon 
clear  the  track.  The  road  is  wide  and  good  for 
artillery;  the  face  of  the  lands  here  is  very  broken 
and  covered  with  the  i.rickly  pear  and  dTraVl- bayonet 

plant;  soldiers  on  foot  should  have  on  good  booU 

From  this  place  the  road  is  bad,  steep  and  very 
fatiguing;country  dry  and  barren  to  Los  Muestos  a 
poor  rancho,  distant,  ascending  more  rapidly  over  a 
bad  road — 3  leagues. 

To  Oja  Calieute,  which   is  hot  water  sprinir— o 
leagues.  j-      6     -. 

To  Santa  Maria  Hacienda — 5  leagues. 

You  are  now  ascending  on  plains  very  broad 

This  estate    is   very    large,    produces    abundance 'of 
/5jjwheat,   and    corn,  and   barley,    well  watered,  about 
TV-  n,  ^  I  d.UUU  leet  above  the  level  of  the  sea    lotitii,i„   o« 

N.U-IONAL    Military    Rovte  from    Matamoros    to  |  has  some  600  souls.  °' We  sea,  latitude  2b- 

MOKTEREY  AND  SaLTILLO,  MexICAV  REPUBLIC  To  the  Caoilleanea  vi1lQ.r-    Q  nnn  I       •     IT  , 

We    publish   say.    the     Washington  Union,   with        ScatterSn  "he    o^^^ 
great^  pleasure,  the^following  description    of   the  na- 1  is  brackish  '  "'^  generally 

ToSaltillo  city,   of   12,000   souls,    all    dishonest- 
localities  he  mentions-      '" '  ' ^    r'    ''   "°'°"°"f '■"'Jbers    and   petty    thieves;  water 

From   Matamor^No   Guadaloupe  village.      This     r  :rX;\trtr h'a'w "''7 -^''^''^^  ^"""'^ 
village  contains  about  200  souls;  he'rdsmen  and  farm-  estates  in  the  wrtrH^'muterXn^^^^ 
ers  grazing  and  water  abundant-3  leagues.  i  i„  abundance  and  cheap    Xmth,retd/'offt^« 

From  Guadalupe  to  the  Rancho  Knsenada— wood,  |  great  roads  to  Mexico   and  to  the  T.^,        ,         u ""^ 
water,  an^d  pasture,  good_7  leagues.  '  ;|rom  this  to^le' d;7;f texiclt  loO  C^T'' 


From  Ensenada  to  the  village  of  Keynoa,  situated 
on  a  high  rocky  hill;  has  '2,000  souls,  mostly  herds- 
men of  black  cattle — 8  leagues. 

To  Las  Morillos  Rancho — of  cattle,  wood,  water, 
and  grazing  fine — 3  leagues 


Youi-s,  truly, 


ALJVIY. 


MovsMENTs  OF  THE  ENEMY.    A  traveller  from  Tampi- 
a  grazing  ,me_3  leagties,  |  vlJI^la'^SlITr '^a;°;;;!r'bt;:^::';,;f  ^L/fe '^^ 

on  tbV'Vh.be;7ho'rrr*"'""'"'-.'u'T.''"" '"'""",'"'"''' I.  '^°  ^^^"°^^  Vlego—SOO  souls;  corn  and  stock  I  ?™>''.'^''- 'r''."'" '"^  "/"re  oiders.  he  saiu,  to  relreai  upoS 
on  the  J.ii  they  charged  again  with  the  same  ardor.-  !  farms— 3  leagues.  '  "ni)"C".    I  his  would  seem  lo  indicate  ihai  the  eUern 

But  fate  has  not  crowned  our  eftbrts;  the  enemy  pass-  To  Tipiaquaje  farm.  To  the  right-hand  road  two  T'i'  ""'"'"''",  ,'''<=  '^"•^''^  defiomvely  lost  in  ihis  quaner, 
ed  from  t  e  fort,  favoured  by  the  dense  smoke  of  a  I  miles  oofisl  village  called  Las  Cue;!,  of  30otu^^  ^  ""le".  lo""':  !d':no,'i;'  rb:„le'l' d"'"^  '"'^'"'^  ■'» 
wood  on  fire,  which  protected  them  from  om-  shot;  has  abundance  of  corn,  meat,  and  water-5  leagues  i  fr«Kn.ei' ,.  hJ  ihe  dele,,  ^  of  fca  Cn  ^^  '"""""^  "" 
thusl,a«  our  enemies  escaped  |      To  Camargo,   village  of  3,000   souls,    on  thf  St.  |      Th"  P""  "f  Tanpico  was  nm  bCkaded.  he  states 

Soldiers:  another  time  we  soall  conquer;    such  is  I  John's  river,  1  mile  fron.  the  mouth  that  empties  into   ""c'o^^^l^^T^TTT^,'^''.''"^-  'h""^*'  an  A,  ^el 
the  fate  ofwar  a  deieat  to-day  and  glory   to-morrow;   the  Rio  Grande— 5  leagues.  I  Seh  i-^i^lt  r  ,h       h''^^'- '^'">^-''"« '" '■i'iht.    Mr. 

stru^rtl'.:   (     d'''','r,r'''r'''°^  ""   holy        Here  the  road  contHmes   on    the  otherside   of   Si.  llrlllTuZ' 1^.1^^^^^^^^^ 
tohehaso        b     H       H  f     '^K*''    ""^    ''^'°''    John's  river,  which  is  150  yards  wide,    has    10   feet  j  T»-Pico  in  safety,  though  Hh.l"r,-"l,e^    I     b^ 'llir 

and  we  know  how  to  suffer.  .  flat-boats.     Steamboats  can   ascend   up  to  this,   and  !  fZ^°ye%eofe6  """  ''"''•  "''""  '"'*  ""''  ^° 
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t  friends  abroad  may  not  be  apprehensive  |  Tajlor,  a  ve(eran  officer,  distinguished  for  bis  gal- 
lantry on  many  a  bloody  field,  and  for  his  enduring 
constancy  on  many  an  arduous  campaign.  He  was 
instructed,  in  general  terms,  to  protect  Texas  from 
Mexican  invasion  during  the  negotiation,  and,  for 
this  purpose,  was  vested  with  large  definite  and  dis- 
cretionary powers,  such  as  are  not  even  granted  to 
ihe  commaiiiler-inchief,  but  upon  extraordinary  oc- 
casions. In  fact,  so  unbounded  was  the  confidence 
reposed,  that,  as  the  opposition  presses  complained, 
the  war  making  power  v/as  delegated  to  a  subordinate 
ofScer  of  our  petty  army.  But  ample  as  were  his 
powers,  by  some  strong  fatuity.  Gen.  Taylor  was  not 
authorized  to  make  any  exploration  of  the  country 
with  whose  defence  he  was  entrusted,  nor  any  survey 
of  Its  coasts,  bays,  harbors,  inlets,  etc.  And  this 
country  was  Texas,  concerning  which,  there  were 
ten  thousand  contradictory  state.iienls,  and  absolute- 
ly no  reliable  information  whatever, — the  Utopian 
dreamer  and  interested  speculator  representing  it  as 
the  El  Dorodo  of  hope,  the  land  of  promise, — the 
disappointed  settler  as  a  timberless  waste,  fit  only 
for  the  wild  horse  of  the  desert,  and  the  gaunt  wolf 
of  the  prairie.  Time  rolled  on;  the  senate,  in  their 
wisdom  refused  to  add  another  brilliant  star  lo  our 
glorious  constellation.  The  "Tyler  treaty"  was  re- 
jected, but  "the  army  of  observation"  was  still  left 
on  the  banks  of  the  Sabine  lo  inhale  noxious  vapors, 
and  broil  beneath  a  tropical  sun,  poorly  sheltered  by 
wretched  huls  and  tents.  Forgotten  by  all  their 
friends,  the  devoted  little  corps  awaited,  with  anxie- 
ty, the  result  of  the  stormy  presidential  contest, 
upon  which  their  subsequent  movements  depended. 
A  recent  historian  assures  us,  that  democracies  have 
a  liquorish  appetite  for  the  acquisition  of  territory. 
In  this  instance,  Mr.  Allison's  assertion  proved  an 
axiomatic  fact,"  as  a  Georgia  member  says.   "The 


In  ord^.  ....   „   .       r      c      ,     • 

as  lo  the  iro..ps  stationed  here  suffenna  for  ihe  absolute 
necessuries  of  life,  we  will  inform  iheni  ih.ii  of  a  I  ilunss 
necsssary  lo  subsist  so  lortje  a  body,  tluri-  i:^  ?NMie;.  i,i'v. 
and  M  spare;  besides  scarcely  any  "I  lin-  ij.  Iicm  ie 
which  our  souihern  cities  present  but  whai  can  b.-  .  b 
rained  here  iu  abundance.  Eggs,  milk,  poultry,  fresh 
beef,  and  a  varieiy  of  veseiables  are  cornlanily  huek- 
siered  round  by  ihe  Me.ticans  among  our  iroops,  and 
though  ilie  rales  they  impose  upon  us  are  raiher  exor- 
biluni,  iliey  are  cheerfully  paid,  as  an  inducement  for 
them  10  continue  their  supplies.  Coffee  and  eatin»  hous- 
es under  the  supervision  of  Americans,  are  becoming 
numerous  ibroughout  ihe  city,  and  taking  all  things  to- 
geiher— barring  the  fleas— Matamoros  is  no  bad  place 
to  hve  in. 

Gen.  Ampudia.  We  arecompelled  to  cu'  down  some- 
what an  aniele  upon  th.s  iVIexican  irnue.-— An  amusing 
story  is  told  by  a  raiicbero's  wife  of  the  haste  and  ire- 
pidiiiion  ill  which  he  crossed  the  river  0:1  the  afternoon 
ot  ihe  »ih  of  May— a  day  likely  to  be  remembered  in 
hia  calendar.  The  good  woman  says  that  Ampudia 
came  to  her  house  soon  after  the  firing  commenced, 
at  full  speed  and  alone,  and  begged  her  husband  like  a 
hound  to  cross  him  over  the  river  before  those  shouiing 
devils,  the  Americans,  could  overtake  him.  Tne  poor 
husbandman  complied  and  ferried  ihe  poor,  crest-fallen, 
terror-.striekeii  her  j  across;  but  he  had  no  sooner  land- 
ed and  pliiced  ihe  broad  river  between  him-elf  and  iiis 
pursuers,  than  he  became  the  haughly.  supercilious  Gen. 
Ampudia  ai;ain,  and  ordered  his  preserver  10  play  lac- 
quey and  groom  to  himself  and  horse.     ♦      *      *      * 

He  is  noiorious  in  this  ciiy  for  his  meanness  in  pecu 
niary  maiieis.  especially  in  swindling  ihe  people  troir 
whom  he  hired  'he  furniture  of  his  house,  since  his  last 
arrival— and  lor  Ills  cold-blooded  cruelly  10  our  consul, 
Mr.  Sella Izell,  a  man  near  70  ye::rsof  aue,  whom  he  or- 
dered to  leave  the  place,  under  a  guard,  fir  Ihe  interior, 
in  such  hasie  as  to  compel  ibe  old  man  to  go  on  loot, 
and 


leep   the    first    niijlu  in    liic  open    air,  1,1  a  severe  1  ^^.„  ,,f  ^^^^  ,^^^  republic  declared 'that  they 

nonher.     He  is  also  remeinhered   as  the  hrst  man  from  |  ,    j  .  _.°,  __.,i,:„_  „ _;.j  ,j  , i 

the  field  of  bat/le,  who,  as  an    apology  for  li 


arriiee,  swore  thai  the  entire  Mexican  army  was  destroy- 
ed. One  of  the  many  rumors  ufloai  is,  ihat  Ampudia 
has  charged  Arista  with  treachery — with  having  sold  the 
army  to  ihe  Americans.  A  hard  b  irgain,  indeed,  to 
Arista,  for  his  only  pay  was  cannon  bulls  and  cold  steel. 
Ampudia  says  lurther,  lhat  Ac  would  huve  won  the  day 
had  he  had  the  command.  Tlie  lying  braggart — ihe 
man  who  ran  a,i  the  first  volley,  when  stcond  111  com- 
mand, to  talk  of  whai  he  would  have  done  as  chief. 

Arista's  retreat  will  doubtless  continue  10  the  moun- 
tains. .Mtcr  losing  the  day  with  five  to  one  at  Palo  Alto 
and  Kesaca  de  la  Palma,  it  is  not  likely  he  will  make 
another  siaiid  on  the  plains.  Gen.  Taylor  takes  the 
field  with  so  overwhelming  a  force,  and  so  admirably 
equipped  in  that  terriilde  arm  the  lighi  arnllery,  that  it 
would  be  madness  in  the  enemy  lo  fight  again,  where 
detciU  would  be  ceriai.';  and  retreai  impo^slble,  Mon- 
terey is  ihe  iTiiii.^osition  of  any  natural  strengih,  and  it 
also  commands  the  entrance  lo  the  mountain  pass  to 
Saltillo.  It  IS  ihero,  in  all  probatiiliiy,  that  Arisia  will 
make  hie  great  effjri,  wliicli  ihe  iniporiance  of  the  ob 
jeci,  his  wounded  pride,  and  the  advantages  of  the 
ground,  will  all  conspire  to  make  a  brilliuni  but  a  bloody 
day  in  the  history  of  tins  war. 

We  understand  that  Canales  is  at  OIniilos  Rancho, 
five  leagues  on  this  side  of  Reynosa,  levk'iiifi  contri'ju- 
lions  upon  ihe  people,  and  plundering  them  of  all  Iheir 
mules  and  oiher  moveable  properly.  He  bus  closed  ihe 
road  aii'l  iniercepis  all  communication  from  this  direc 
lion,  ireaiing  all  liiose  who  are  euspecied  of  coming 
frooi  tliH  pjace  with  the  greatest  harshness. 

'I'he  Bieamb oat  Neva  entered  the  river  la.1t  week  and 
came  up  to  this  place.  She  found  five  fiet  of  water  at 
the  bari  and  five  feet  scant  in  the  sliallowcai  places  in- 
side. 
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their  ultimate  destination,  the  whole  army,  and  all 
their  citizens  curious  about  military  movements,  bad 
known  it  almost  from  the  moment  of  their  embarka* 
tion  at  Charleston.  The  expected  instructions  to  the 
lieutenant  commanding,  informed  him  that  his  com- 
pany was  to  be  mounted  and  equipped,  as  flying  ar- 
tillery, for  the  Texan  campaign  unrler  Gen.  Taylor; 
that  horses  would  be  sent  him,  and  a  battery  for  hit 
use  shipped  from  New  York  for  New  Orleans,  upon 
the  arrival  of  which,  he  was  ordered  to  proceeii  with 

it  to  join  Gen.  Taylor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine 

As  the  age  of  giants,  as  well  as  that  of  chivalry,  U 
gone,  it  would  have  been  a  serious  undertaking  for 
the  company,  unprovided  with  horses,  to  have  drag- 
ged their  cannon  by  hand  through  ihe  marshes  of 
Louisiana.  Fortunately  for  them,  they  found  Gen. 
Taylor  in  the  crescent  city,  with  a  brigade  of  infan- 
try, (the  3d  and  4th  regiments.)  ready  to  embark  for 
Aransas  bay,  Texas,  without  having  the  slightest  in- 
tention of  approaching  within  two  hundred  miles  of 
the  Sabine.  The  3d  infantry  left  New  Orleans  on 
the  2lst,  the  4th  infantry  and  the  company  from 
Charleston,  on  the  23d  July.  Their  cannon  not  bar- 
ing arrived,  the  artillery  company  sailed  without 
them.  These  guns  reached  two  months  afterwards;  their 
horses  have  not  ytt  made  their  appeafimce!  To  some  it 
may  seem  strange,  that  the  artillery  company  was 
sent  away  with  muskets  only,  leaving  a  splendid  bat- 
tery in  park,  at  Fort  Moultrie,  where  such  battery 
was  utterly  useless,  to  await,  in  New  Orleans,  the 
arrival  of  another  battery  from  Watervleit  arsenal, 
wiih  all  the  contingencies  of  delay  in  outfit,  delay  in 
shipment,  delay  by  baffling  head  winds,  etc.,  etc.  It 
was  part  of  that  wise,  but  mysterious  policy  of  the 
war  department,  which  only  the  initiated  can  under< 
stand. 

Gen.  Taylor  sailed  from  New  Orleans  with  three 
ships   and   two  steamboats   in  search  of  the  Bay  of 
Aransas.     His  orders  were  to  cross  the  Nueces,  and 
he  was   told   in   New  Orleans,  the  western  coast  of 
Texas  was  a  terra  incognita,  and  no  reliable  chart  of 
It   could    be   procured.     A    pilot,   however,  was  at 
length  obtained   for  enormous  wages,  who  professed 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Texan  waters  in  gener- 
al,  and  almost  a   friendly   intimacy  with  the  briny 
particles    in   the    Bay  of  Aransas.     He    was  put  in 
charge  of  one  of  the  vessels  loaded  with  troops,  and 
satisfactorily  demonstrated,  on  his  first  entrance  into 
port,  that  Texan  pilots,  unlike  Popes,  are  not  always 
infallible,   by  running  bis  vessel  aground  among  the 
breakers,    where    it    inevitably   would  have  gone  to 
pieces,  had  not  timely  assistance  been  rendered.  The 
captain  of  another  of  the   vessels   sailed    along   the 
coast,  in  sight  of  land,   for  several  days,  seeking  an 
inlet  to  enter.     And  when  his  ship  was  at  length  an- 
chored off  St.  Joseph's  island,  he  roundly  asserted, 
that  it  was  the  Island  of  Espirilo  Santo!     Gen.  Tay- 
...  ...  ,         .     ,  „  I  lor  has  been  blamed   for  not  using  the  United  Slates 

inlaijtry,   one  o\  dragoons,  and  a  smgle  company  of  ]  ^  ^ical  chart.     The  accomplished  and  indefa- 

artillery     in  all  filtecn  hundred  men.     The  authori    1  .j^-^^ie  chief  of  the  topographical  bureau  had,  with 
ties  at  Washingtou   thought    that  there  would  be  an    ^.^g,,,,^      ;„,  ^„j  ^„^|,'  -.^    l^,,  ,j  ^    '      „f 

immense  sacrifice  of  lile  among  troops  ,ent_upo_n^an  ,  ^^^.^^   ^'r^,„   ^   ^^,^  collection  ol' Texan  maps  and 

harts,  each  one  differing,  in  toto,  from  all  tlie  olbers. 


had  not  breathing  space,  and  would  have  more,  and, 
adopting  the  rallying  cry  of  "Texas  and  Oregon," 
elected,  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  the  more  ter- 
ritory candidate.  Of  course,  the  first  measures  of  the 
new  administration  were  directed  lo  regain,  if  possi- 
ble, the  rejected  prize.  The  previous  instructions  to 
our  Charge  to  "Ihe  republic  of  the  lone  star"  were 
reneued.  He  was  "to  make  liberal  offers,  to  pro 
mise  a  large  and  splendidly  appointed  army  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontier,  against  the  depredations  of 
the  marauding  Mexicans,"  etc.  Won  by  his  over- 
ture, Ihe  Texans  had  once  more  consented  to  unite 
Iheir  distinies  wilh  the  great  American  people.  It 
remained  for  the  new  administration  to  make  good 
those  pledges.  In  compliance  with  our  Charge's 
promise,  the  "army  of  observation,"  augmented  by 
one  artillery  company  from  Charleston  harbor,  S.  C, 
was  ordered  to  the  southern  frontier  of  Texas  in 
midsummer,  1845.  The  "large"  army,  promised  by 
our  Charge,  consisted  then  bui  of  two  regiments  of 


active  campaign,  to  a  tropical  region  in  the  month  of 


From  the  Southern  Quarterly  RLvieio. 
A  military  cxpedilion  baa  been  recently  sent  out 
solely  under  the  direction  and  control  of  Ihe  rhief  of 
the  war  department,  as  the  commanding  general  was  set 
aside.  Wilh  an  overflowing  treasury,  ,vitli  arsenals 
teeming  with  arms  of  every  description,  with  an  ex- 
perienced and  energetic  ofljcer  lo  carry  out  his  mi-  !  exposure,  in  miserable  tents,  to  the  withering  heat 
nutest  instructions,  with  disciplined  soldiers  ready  to  1  and  drenching  rains  of  a  luiv  southern  latitode.  The 
follow  their  ofhccr  even  to  iiieviiable  destruction,  j  ar/i/Zery  ice?"e  trit/iout  t/ieir  ^itns.  Such  was  the  "splen- 
and  last,  though  not  least,  with  the  warnings  of  the  1  didly  appointed"  army  sent  to  a  distant  frontier,  to 
past,  surely  we  might  have  reasonably  expected  from    repel  the  invasion  of  a  country  numbering  nine  mil- 


forlorn  hope,  the  advance  guaid, — to  perish  by  disease 
or  the  sword  of  the  enemy.  To  conceal  its  weak- 
ness, the  pioneer  detachment  was  baptised  with  the 
sounding  title  of  "army  of  occupation,"  and  it  was 
pompously  announced, thata  magnirtcentcorpsofartil- 
lery  was  one  of  the  elements  of  this  army.  But  the 
Texas  army  u  as  not  only  to  be  "large,"  but  "splen- 
didly appointed,"  also.     Let  us  examine  its  splendid  '  fgred 

appointments.  ^  j  the  Champs  Elysees.     The  French,  with  just  pride, 

The  dragoon  regiment  had  just  been  formed  from  ;  boast  of  the  originality  of  their  ingenious  writer.— 
a  rifle  corps,  half  of  th«  men  were  raw,  undisci  I  But  surely  we  have  more  cause  to  celebrate  the 
plincd  recruits,  many  unable  to  ride;  their  horses  re-  creative  imagination  and  bold  conception  of  our  il- 
cently  purchased,  were  small,  weak,  and  undrilled.  luslrious  topographical  chief.  It  was  under  Ibe  re- 
The  infantry  regiments  were  enfeebled  by  their  long  ,  vcalings  of  inspired  genius,  he  was  prompted  to  make 


p  gave  the  leiigin  01  some  rivers, 
hundred  and  twenty  miles,  and  another  but  one  hun- 
dred, he  jo<tcd  down  the  true  length  as  one  hiiodred 
and  ten  miles!  The  ingenious  novelist,  Dumas, 
wrote  his  fascinating  incidents  of  travel  without  erer 
having  been  beyond  the  precincts  of  "the  joyous 
city."  His  thrilling  adventures  with  brigands,  and 
his  perilous  ascents  of  the  Alps,  by  no  means  ioter- 
ith  strolls  on  the  Boulevards  and  saunters  in 


the  secretary  a  fautless  combination  of  excellence 
the  ouifit,  siiill  in  the  plan,  and  efficiency  in  the  con- 
duct of  this  campaign.  We  propose  an  impartial  re- 
view of  this  campaign,  from  its  commencement  un- 
til the  present  niument,  and  though  truth  will  compel 
us  to  be  unsparing  of  censure,  yet  il  will  be  (jiven 
with  reluctance,  and  only  from  the  sincere  hope,  that 
the  exposure  of  past  mismanagement  may  prevent 
their  recurrence. 

In  the  spring  of  1844,  pending  the  negotiation  for 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  two  regnnenis  of  infantry, 
and  one  of  dragoons,  constituting  a  corps  of  observa- 
tion, were  concentrated  near  the  Sabine.  The  cnin- 
raand  of  tbis  corps  or  army,  was  entrusted  to  General 


s  of  inhabitants!  But,  although  tlie  army  was 
small  and  incBicient,  yet,  doubtless,  the  plan  of  the 
campaign  was  masterly  and  ably  executed  under  the 
ausjiices  of  Secretary  Marry,  a  hero  of  the  last  war, 
and  a  man  of  a  lofty  oider  of  intellect.  We  will 
see.  In  the  latter  pa.l  ol  June,  1845,  an  artillery 
company,  equipped  as  infantry,  at  Fort  Moultrie, 
Charleston,  S.  C,  was  ordered  lo  New  Orleans,  there 
to  receive  further  orders.  This  company,  armed  only 
wilh  musfcr(5,  sailed  from  Charleston  on  the  'Jtltli  of 
June;  neither  ifficers  nor  men  having  the  remotest 
idea  of  the  nature  of  the  orders  awaiting  them  in 
New  Orleans.  On  their  arrival  in  that  city,  the  19ih 
July,  (hey   found  that  though  ignorant  themselves  of 


a  map  of  Texas  111  his  cosy  studies  at  Washington.— 
That  was  no  ordinary  mind,  which  conceived  the 
bold  design  of  making  a  map  of  a  country  thousands 
of  miles  distant,  without  or  exploration,  jotting 
down  a  shoal  here,  a  reef  there,  an  island  at  this 
place,  and  an  inlet  at  that.  The  accuracy  of  this 
map  may  seem  incredible,  but  we  advisedly  assert, 
lhat  no  place  in  Texas  is  more  than  forty  miles  from 
its  topographical  position.  Upon  the  whole,  we  are 
disposed  to  exonerate  Gen.  Taylor  from  all  blame 
in  not  using  the  government  chart.  In  fnct,  we  hare 
heard  that  our  distinguished  topographical  chief 
prized  his  pet  bantling  as  the  apple  of  his  eye,  and 
lar  loo  highly  to  entrust  its  guardianship  to  other 
bands.  It  is,  therefore,  highly  probable,  that  Geo> 
Taylor  was  not  provided  with  the  ingenious  chart. 
IJy  the  3d  of  August,  the  whole  "Army  of  Occu- 
pation" had  landed  at  St.  Joseph's  island,  about 
thirty  miles  from  the  Nueces.    Id  compliance  With 
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rders,  that  river  was  yet  to  he  crossed.  A  spot  on 
lurpiis  Chrisli  bay,  nedr  "Kinnej's  Rani'ho,"  and 
houl  three  miles  soiilh  of  llie  Niii-ces,  wa-i  selecled 
s  Ihe  site  for  the  encampment.  The  Bay  of  Corpus 
Ihi'ibti,  though  large  and  tempestuous,  is  cocmerled 
nth  that  of  Aransas  hy  a  shallow  tortuous  channel, 
'he  army  now  found  that,  in  iheir  ignorance  of  the 
ountry,  Ihey  had  bruui»ht  as  lighters,  steamboats 
rawing  several  feet  of  water  too  much  for  the 
hannei.  They  were,  therefore,  unable  to  move 
rem  St.  Joseph's  island,  ami  by  no  possibility  could 
lie;  have  ever  crossed  Ihe  Nueces,  viith  ihe  means 
»iih  which  they  left  the  United  Stales.  F  rtunately 
ar  them,  "Kinney's  Rancho,"  a  smuggling  village 
onlained  some  light  craft,  which  the  smugglers  ge- 
erou^ly  protTired  for  a  consideration.  A  few  sail 
nd  row  boats  were  chartered,  at  enormous  rales, 
nd,  with  Iticbe,  a  single  company  was  lirst  sent 
cross  the  Nueces.  A  delachmeiit  of  forty  men, 
rmed  only  with  muskets,  to  begin  the  invasion  of  a 
lopulous  nation!  Forty  men  were  landed  on  the 
nemy's  territory  on  the  first  day,  but  the  average 
uimber,  per  day  afterwards,  did  not  exceed  thirty. 
I'he  disenibarkation  of  troops  is  usually  efi'ected 
inder  the  protection  of  a  powerful  ballery  of  cannon, 
lul  in  this  case,  there  was  a  necessary  departure 
rom  Ihe  usages  of  war,  as  the  guns  of  th^  artillery 
:on>pany  were  snugly  housed  in  Walervliet  arsenal! 
''ifty  resolute  Mexicans,  with  one  fitlu  piece,  could 
lave  lepelled  all  the  skiff's  that  Gen.  Tav lor  could 
lave  niuslered,  and  prevented  Ihe  landing  of  even  a 
ingle  United  States  soldier.  Secretary  .Marcy  pro- 
ected  the  first  campaign  toi//i  infantry  alone,  that  Is 
0  be  met  with  in  the  annals  of  all  limes.  Napoleon 
;aiiied  a  diailcm  and  immortality  by  despising  the 
nusty  militory  maxims  of  his  day.  Surely  our  sec- 
etary  deserves  at  least  a  congressional  medal  for  m- 
'enting  a  new  mode  of  invasion,  regardless  of  the 
rulgar  prejudice  concerning  the  essential  necessity 
)f  the  co-operation  of  dragoons  and  artillery  with 
nfantry.  'ihe  econom)  of  this  original  system  of 
warfare  will  recuinmend  il  to  those  time  and  money- 
laving  utilitarians,  who  scoft' at  lime  hallowed  opi 
lions  and  usages,  and  are  sturdy  advocates  of  turn- 
jikes  and  railroads  to  knowledge;  soon  may  we  ex- 
ject  them  to  add  a  shilling  edition  of  "War  made 
!a3y."to  their  splendid  library  of  cheap  publications, 
luch  as  "French,"  "German,"  and  "lialian  without 
a  master,"  "Astronomy  taught  in  four  lessons,"  etc. 
;tc.  We  have  said  that  our  secretary  was  a  man  of 
lofty  order  of  intellect,  and  has  not  his  genius  soared 
Far  above  the  loftiest  tiighl  of  Napoleon?  Even  Ihat 
ikepiical  general  had  some  faith  in  the  long  estab- 
lished military  principle,  thai  infantry  is  weak  and 
inellirient,  unaided  by  dragoons  and  artillery.  But 
Ihe  Herculean  mind  of  the  nimlcrn  Caesar,  was  not 
to  be  shackled  by  vulgar  prejudice,  though  hoary 
with  age.  The  i.'d  dragoons,  an  important,  if  not  es- 
letitial  portion  of  the  "Army  of  Occupation,"  were 
not  put  in  motion  from  Fort  Jcsup.  in  time  to  co- 
operate with  the  infantry  on  their  fast  landing  at 
Corpus  Chrisli,  and  did  not  arrive  for  a  inonlh  after- 
wards. We  have  every  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of 
the  war  department,  and  do  therefore  implicitly  be- 
lieve, that  the  dragoon  regiments  were  delayed  for 
lome  weighty  reasons;  perhaps  it  was  to  demonstrate 
Ihe  practicability  of  the  secretary's  new  mode  of 
(Taifare. 

Our  sensitive  pay  department,  taking  aerionsly  to 
heart  the  foul  aspersion  of  being  "mercenary,"  thai 
has  been  east  upon  the  United  Stales'  troops,  resolv- 
ed to  show  the  work),  thai  they  would  endure  the 
hardships  of  a  campaign,  and  incur  the  dangers  of 
the  field,  "without  money  arid  without  price."  To 
effect  this  noble  design,  a  portion  of  them  were  there- 
fore kept  without  pay  lor  six  mouths,  and  ihe  real 
for  lour  months,  although  the  law  strictly  requires 
payment  every  two  months.  All  were  without  the 
p^o^pect,  almost  without  the  hope,  of  ever  ueing 
paid,  for  although  il  was  frequently  repo.'ted  thai 
pay  masters  were  coming,  Ihe  ofl  told  story  was  at 
length  disregarded,  and  the  sold'era  began  lu  believe 
that  the  pay  masters  had  dissolved  in  their  own  gol- 
den showeis;  and  v\  hen  a  real  live  one  actually 
showed  himself  in  camp,  he  was  as  much  an  object 
of  astoiiishinenl  as  the  Grand  Mogul  would  have 
been.  The  malicious  have  insinuated,  that  Ihe  non- 
appearance of  the  pay  masters,  for  so  long  a  period, 
was  not  owing  lo  their  wholesome  dread  ot  the 
Dons,  and  to  their  refined  antipattiy  to  the  di^co.n- 
forts  of  "the  tented  held."  We,  however,  are  more 
charitable,  and  unhesitatingly  gi>e  them  credit  for 
an  honest,  though  mistaken,  zeal  lo  elevate  the 
"hireling  soldiery"  in  the  eyes  of  Ihe  "sovereign,'* 
so  disinterested  in  all  their  actions.  But  allliough 
the  pay  masters,  in  their  experimenting,  were  actu- 
ated by  purer  motives  than  the  quarter  masters,  yel 
the  pa)  like  the  mustang  experiment,  was  disgrace- 
ful and  uielancholy  in  its  results.  Officers  and  sol- 
diers, destitute  of  funds,  were  compelled  to  borrow, 


upon  the  strength  of  pay  due,  of  their  more  fortu- 
nate companions,  or  of  the  Shy  locks  in  search  of 
victims  that  polluted  the  camp.  Sick  soldiers,  di- 
rected by  Iheir  surgeons  to  return  lo  the  United 
States,  had  either  lo  remain  and  die,  or  to  submit  lo 
6ein»:  s/iaufd  hy  unfeeling  villains  in  their  pension 
certificates  an  I  pay  accounts,  and  Ihou^h  the  law 
requires  Ihe  paymasters  to  cash  them  in  specie.  'I'he 
soldiers  who  had  encountered  the  perils  of  a  danger- 
ous coast  williout  chart  or  pilot,  who  had  braved  the 
liorrrTs  (ideal  though  they  were)  of  southern  malaria, 
and  a  savage  foe;  who  had  endured  hardships,  dis- 
comforts and  privation,  tinlil  disease  was  preying  up- 
on his  vitals,  was  left  to  die,  like  a  dog,  in  camp,  or 
lo  owe  Ins  salvation  lo  the  lender  mercies  of  note- 
shaving  knaves!  We  deprecate  a  repililion  of  the 
cruel  experiment  of  Ihe  pay  deparlinenl,  though  it 
showed,  thai  the  hands  of  the  "mercenaries"  would 
still  grasp  firmly  their  colors  even  when  "yellow 
dirt"  did  not  glue  them  there. 

The  cup  of  army  suffering  wanted  but  one  drop 
more  to  IJe  full  to  overtiowing;  Ihal  drop  was  not 
wanting  long.  On  the  first  landing  of  tlie  31  and  4th 
mfantry  at  Corpus  Chrisli.  "Kinney's  Rancho," 
though  a  lawless,  smuggling  town,  under  the  vigo- 
rous sway  ol  its  niartial  proprietor,  was  as  quite  and 
peaceful  as  a  village  in  New  England.  But  every 
fresh  arrival  of  troops  was  followed  by  some  por 
lion  of  that  va:-t  horde  of  liquor  selling  Inirpies,  that 
are  ever  lo  be  found  in  the  train  of  all  armies,  ready 
to  prey  upon  the  simple  and  unsuspecting  among  the 
soldiers,  in  a  short  time,  hundreds  of  temporary 
structures  were  erected  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
"Rancho,"  and  in  them,  all  the  cut-throats,  thieves, 
and  murderers  of  the  United  Slates  and  Texas, 
seemed  lo  have  congregated.  No  sight  could  have  ' 
been  more  truly  melancholy  tlian  that  of  their  bloat- 
ed and  sin-marked  visages,  as  they  lounged  through 
the  purlieus  of  this  modern  Pandemonium.  The 
air,  by  day,  was  polluted  with  their  horrid  oaths  and 
iDiprecalions, — and  the  savage  yells,  exulting  shouts, 
and  despairing  groans  of  their  murderous  frays, 
made  night  hideous.  But,  nol  content  with  confin- 
ing their  hellish  deeds  to  their  own  worthy  fralerni 
ly,  they  laid  their  worthless  hands  on  Ihe  troops. — 
iVlany  tif  the  soldiers,  enticed  to  their  dram  shops, 
were  drugged  with  stupifyiiig  portions,  and  tnen  rob- 
bed of  their  hard  ea in iiigs,  or  murdered  in  colli  blood. 
'J'hese  fiendish  acts  were  promptly  reported  to  the 
commanding  geneial,  but  he  took  no  measures  to 
bring  Ihe  perpetrators  to  condign  punishment,  though, 
Ihe  army  was  in  the  disputed  territory,  over  which 
no  civil  jurisdiction  was  extended.  Many  censured 
him,  and  all  were  deeply  pai.ied  at  his  refusing  lo 
proclaim  martial  law,  tijereby  permitting  Ihel'l  and 
murder  lo  go  unpunished.  But  those  who  know  the 
iron  will  and  generous  nature  of  General  Taylor, 
knew  that  it  was  not  from  want  of  firmness  and 
sympathy  with  his  troojis,  that  he  declined  to  take 
summary  vengeance  upon  the  niurderous  wretches, 
who  swarmed  around  the  encampuienl  like  vultures 
around  their  prey;  but  bec.u^e  he  was  fettered  by 
the  ordeis  ol  an  imbecile  depailmenl,  fearing  lo  of- 
lend  "the  sovereigns,"  by  permitting  a  military  chief- 
tain lu  exercise  Ihe  iunciions  of  the  civii  magistrate. 
Bui  did  not  the  soldiers  themsel  ves  avenge  their  mur- 
dered conipanioiis?  No!  they  calmly  acquiesced  in 
the  decision  of  their  general.  No  punishing  hand 
was  raised,  no  act  of  violence  committed.  Surely 
the  supremacy  of  military  discipline  was  never  more 
complete,  the  subordination  to  martial  authority 
never  more  perfect.  Tlce  men  who  had  been  out- 
raged, annoyed,  and  distressed  in  every  conceiva- 
ble manner,  allowed  the  butchers  of  their  associ- 
ates and  Iriends  lo  escape  with  impunity,  because 
lliey  aie  told  that  such  was  the  will  ot  a  man  thou- 
sands of  miles  off,  who  ignorant  and  regardless  of 
their  wrongs  and  sutl'eriu^a!  'J'he  high  compliments 
of  veterans,  who  had  served  in  Europe,  weie  perhaps 
nut  merely  idle  words,  u  hen  tbcy  said,  that  "the 
soldiers  ol  the  'Army  ot  Oceupatiun,'  in  discipline, 
mililary  skill,  and  luarlial  beai  ing,  were  not  inferior 
to  the  choicest  troops  that  rallied  around  the  eagles 
of  Napoleon." 

Although  v.e  have  already  extended  this  article 
beyond  our  original  intei.'tion,  we  cannot  conclude  it 
without  adverting,  once  more,  lo  the  inetljciency 
and  shamelul  iniscouducl  ol  llie  quarter  master's 
deparlmeiii.  Willi  the  expectation  ol  remaining  in 
camp,  at  Corpus  Chi  isii,  during  the  rainy  season, 
Geneial 'lay lor,  at  its  commencement,  ordered  the 
quarter  master  to  provide  tent  floors,  so  that  tne 
troops  might  not  be  compelled  to  sleep  in  mud  and 
water.  \>  ith  all  the  enterprise  that  so  distinguishes 
their  department,  Ihey  did  succeed,  in  less  than 
lour  muiiins,  in  procuring  plank  lor  lent  lloors,  but 
nut  unlit  llie  rainy  season  was  over,  and  General 
'I'ay  lor  was  dally  expeciing  uiders  to  break  up  his 
eucaajpueDi.  VViUiuut  a  single  accruing  benefit, 
aJI  that  expense   was   incurred,  which  lui^ht  have 


materially  contributed   to  the  comfort  and  health  of 
the  army. 

.^';ain,  six  months  after  the  army  had  taken  the 
field,  there  were  not  loams  and  waeons  enough  to 
transport  one  half  of  the  troops;  so  that,  in  case  of 
hostilities,  had  a  forward  movement  been  ordered, 
it  could  only  have  been  efl'eeled  hy  detachments, 
and,  in  consequence,  that  most  fatal  of  all  military 
errors  would  have  been  committod,  of  permiiting 
the  ene  ny  to  attack  and  beat  the  del:nl.  The  few 
teams  furnished,  il  is  natural  lo  think,  were  the 
choicest  to  be  found  in  the  west.  For,  it  had  been 
said,  that  Ihougli  the  "Army  of  Occupation"  was 
small,  the  great  celerity  of  its  movements,  from  the 
superiority  of  the  American  horse-',  wou'd  contri- 
bute, as  well  as  the  greater  braveiy  of  its  men,  to 
make  il  more  than  a  match  for  the  largest  Mexican 
force.  Can  any  one  for  a  moment  suppose,  Ihat  the 
quartermasters  were  insane  enough  lo  adopt  the 
weakness  of  their  enemy. — to  harness  lo  their  bag- 
gage wagons  and  provishm  trams,  Mexican  horses 
instead  of  American.'  How  then  can  it  be  believed, 
that  they  only  purchase  little  mustangs  and  oxen, 
to  ensure  rapidity  in  military  operations;  though  the 
mustang  is  as  much  inferior  to  the  Mexican  horse 
as  the  .Mexican  is  to  the  American?  N  nely  yoke  of 
oxen  and  several  hundred  mustangs  were  bought, 
but  not  a  single  American  horse.  Such  madness 
is  rarely  to  be  found  beyond  Ihe  walls  of  a  lunatic 
asylum. 

We  have  said  that  three  batteries  of  artillery  were 
added  to  the  one  which,  at  length  reached  the  ciun- 
panv  from  Charleston.  H  .rses  were  sent  with  two 
of  them,  lo  mai'Ceinre  them  rapidly  on  llie  field  of 
bitlle,  and  to  trarspirl  them  wherever  the  army 
inighl  go.  But  llie  third  came  unprovided  with 
horses, — none  have  yet  been  lurnishtd  it,  and,  if 
General  Taylor  advances  lo  the  Rio  Grande,  as 
he  now  has  permission  lo  do,  il  must  be  left  on 
the  ground  at  C  rpus  Cliristi,  or  to  be  dmggidby 
oxen,— and,  in  that  case,  be  useless  in  an  engage- 
ment. For  all  the  service  that  this  battery  ran  ren- 
der, it  niighl  as  well  be  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  whence 
It  came. 

When  the  New  Orleans  volunteers  let't  Corpus 
Chrisli,  Iheir  arlillery  horses  were  turned  over  to  the 
company  from  Charleston.  Thi?  company,  having 
always  acted  as  infantry,  had  never  even  seen  a  fly- 
ing artillery  drill,— half  of  the  men  could  nol  ride. — 
many  had  never  ridden  at  all,  and,  m  mounting  (oe 
the  first  lime,  made  Mr.  Winkle's  mistake  as  to 
which  stirrup  to  use.  It  was  certainly  an  original 
idea  in  our  secretary,  and  one  worthy  of  bis  genius, 
lo  convert,  in  a  single  day,  a  company  of  foot  into 
light  artillery.  Ihe  military  authorilies  say,  Ihat 
I  very  lew  soldiers  are  fit  for  the  liglil  artillery  arm, — 
1  Ihat  it  requires  picked  men,  bold  and  expert  horse- 
man, etc. — and  that  these  only  become  good  light 
j  artillerists  after  long  practice  in  riding,  driving,  man- 
aging, and  attending  their  horses,  and  in  using  the 
I  sabre; — and  our  secretary,  untrammelled  by  musty 
maxims,  decided  that  his  selection  and  long  practice 
i  was  entirely  useless,  ainl  that  all  that  was  necessary 
was  simply  lo  write  iij/ij  coin;)ani/,  A  or  B,  i.nslead 
of  company  A  or  B,  and,  preflo,  the  men  would  ride 
like  Cosjacks,  and  drive  like  Jehus.  However,  as 
horses  had  at  length  been  given  to  the  company  from 
Ciiarleslon,  it  was  Ihe  ardent  desire  of  the  lieuten- 
ant commanding — the  peculiar  views  of  the  secre- 
tary lo  the  contrary  notwithstanding, — lo  teach  his 
I  men  lo  ride  and  drive,  and  the  sabre  exercise.  This 
I  seeming  reflection  on  the  secretary's  theory,  the 
I  loyal  qiiartermaslcr  resolved  lo  prevent,  and,  at  the 
!  same  lime,  to  show  to  the  world  how  economical 
I  they  were.  They,  therefore,  refused  lo  purchase 
i  any  more  hay  and  told  the  dragoons  and  light  artil- 
I  leiy,  that  they,  themselves,  must  cut  and  haul  the 
I  dry  and  sapless  broom  straw  of  ihe  prairie,  and  lorage 
their  horses  on  that.  We  approve  this  measure, — 
It  was  good  economy;  and  it  taught  the  men  the  use 
of  tiie  scythe.  We  all  know  that  it  is  far  more  im- 
I  porlant  to  teach  troops  to  mow,  than  to  be  expert  in 
mililary  exercises,  because  farmers  aic  more  needed 
on  a  campaign  than  soldiers.  Oh,  that  the  golden 
!  vision  and  poetic  fancies  of  our  quartermasters 
■  could  be  realized.  We  should  see  meek  oxen  with 
j  dilated  nostrils  and  sparkling  eyes,  proudly  dashing 
I  along  with  splendid  baileriesof  artillery;  we  should 
[  see  the  fiery  natives  of  the  prairie,  the  wild  mustangs 
I  with  slow  plodding  pace,  quietly  dragging  cart  loads 
i  of  pork  and  beans;  we  should  see  the  men  who  had 
i  been  shivering  all  day  from  want  of  files,  in  the  wet 
and  cold,  lying  laughingly  down  at  night  in  mud  and 
'  water;  we  should  see  fierce  veterans,  whose  delight 
was  lo  inhale  the  reeking  almo-phere  of  the  carnage 
field,  layi.ig  aside  their  muskets,  and  grasping  their 
scythes,  in  order  that  they  might  enjoy  the  perlumes 
of  the  new  mown  hay;  iruly  we  should  see  such 
wonderous  changes  6n  this  little  globe  of  ours,  as 
would  make  us  fancy  oureelves  Id  another  plaoei! 
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Both  dragoona  and  infantry  were  compelled  to  sus- 
pend all  drill-i  and  mililarr  exercises,  and  turn  far- 
mers in  good  earnest.  But  in  consequenr.e  of  llie 
horrible  condilion  of  llie  prairie,  lliey  were  notable, 
with  the  most  slrcnuous  exertions,  to  procure  a  suf- 
ficiency of  the  juiceless  broom  straw;  so  that,  for 
days  in  surression,  during  the  terrible  months  of 
November  and  December  their  horses  were  without 
a  mouthful  of  this  wretched  substitute  for  hay.  The 
EuffL-ring;  of  these  poor  animals,  under  the  terrible 
"northers,"  would  have  softened  the  hearts  of  the 
most  unfeeling;  miser,  and  v^ouid  have  induced  him 
to  open  his  purse  strings  for  the  purchase  of  nutri 
lious  forage;  but  our  conscientious  (luarter  ma-iters, 
in  their  scrupulous  care  of  the  public  funds  refused, 
though  with  he.irls  bleeding  with  C'un|n-sio'i,  to  in 
cur  what  Ihey  decnied  an  unneces-:iiy  exp-nse. — 
Those  in  the  enoanipment,  whocoui.l  not  nppn-ciate 
the  Brutus  Idle  firmness  of  the  quarter  masters,  in- 
siiiualtd  that,  as  the  army  regulali.ius  positively  re- 
quiied  iheiu  to  furnish  an  abunJance  of  the  best  for 
aRB,  they  by  dispensing  witli  some  of  tiieir  super- 
fluius  luxuries  purchased  with  the  United  Slates' 
money,  mignt  have  relieved  the  suH'crings  of  the 
horses,  and,  at  tire  same  lime,  retrenched  the  public 
expenditures.  We  decline  expressiirj;  any  opinion 
on  the  subject,  as  we  could  not  see  their  hearts,  and 
read  the  high  motives  at  work  there.  But  we  could 
deprecate  the  cruel  system  of  economy,  did  we  not 
feel  in  our  inmost  heart,  the  essential  necessity  of 
teachii  g  soldiers  how  to  use  the  scythe.  In  order, 
however,  to  teach  this  sublime  art,  it  was  found  ne 
cessary  to  saenfice  much  military  instruction.  We 
have  said,  tliat  on  taking  the  field,  one  of  the  com- 
panies of  li.;lit  infantry  had  never  been  drilled  at  all, 
and  that  the  regiment  of  dragoons  having  been  form- 
ed but  a  shi.rt  tune  previous,  a  large  number  of  the- 
men  had  never  been  taught  toiide.  As  all  drilling 
had  lo  be  suspended  for  the  foraging  purposes,  the 
artillery  company,  at  this  moment,  canno;  ptrform 
a  single  mariCEu\re  or  evolution  on  the  field — and 
many  of  the  'blood  dragoons"  dare  not  venliire  a 
brisker  gait  than  an  honest,  plough  horse  canler. — 
And  yet,  it  has  been  the  earnest  desire  of  both  the 
light  ariillery  and  dragoon  officers  and  soldiers,  to 
perfect  themselves  in  the  duties  of  their  particular 
arm  of  service.  We  admire  the  zeal  of  the  quarter 
masters  for  retrenchment,  but  would  it  not  be  belter 
econoui)  to  disband  the  undrilled  light  artillery  com- 
pany, and  the  dragoons  who  caimot  ride,  since  both 
niusl  be  useless  in  an  engagenient!  Would  it  not  be 
still  greater  economy,  to  dHband  the.  whole  "Army 
of  Occupation?"  Tlie  oiedie.al  department  has 
been  inuefatigable  in  ils  exeitioiis  lo  relieve  the 
sutl'erings  in  camp,  and  the  coinmissai  iat  has  furnish- 
ed an  a.'jundanl  Mipply  ol  excellent  provisions.  But, 
if  an  advance  movement  be  made  towards  the  Kio 
Grande,  we  learn,  that  with  the  present  inadequate 
means  ol  transpoilation,  there  will  be  ilreadlul  suf- 
fering among  the  troops,  Ironi  want  of  medical 
stores  and  the  necessaries  of  lile.  We  remember 
that  though  commissary  supplies,  in  the  greatest  pro- 
fusion, had  been  furnisued  the  unfortunale  Winthes- 
ler,  the  quarter  masters'  deparinieni,  ineHicient  then 
83  now,  havirg  provided  no  horses,  hi»  brave  troops 
could  only  secure  rations  for  a  lew  days,  tiy  har- 
nessing themselves  to  their  wagons,  ami,  when  led 
into  battle,  had  been  (ubsisling  on  mils  and  bark 
lor  a  week.  The  rejoicings  around  the  war 
fires  of  the  Indians,  and  the  wailings  of  the  houses 
of  Kentucky,  announced  the  melancholy  result 
of  this  wreiched  slate  of  things.  We  are  no  croak- 
ers, and  we  believe,  Ihat  in  courage,  di-cipline, 
and  efiiciency,  our  soldiers  are  inferior  to  no  troops 
ill  the  world, — but  as  liuman  ingenuity  has  bien 
tortuied  to  the  utmost  in  inventing  obstacles  and 
obstruciiona  to  impede  and  em|doy  them,  may  we 
nut  fear  that  the  terrible  scenes  of  the  River  Raisin 
may  be  witnessed  again  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio 
Grande? 
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{ Continued  from  page  'Ml  ) 

The  following  list,  partly  derived  from  n  very  lew 
hours  personal  observttiioii,  which  were  all  tliut  «e  could 
comumnd  lor  die  eiijoymeiii,  Ihu  rest  compiled  Iroin  Ihe 
daily  ji.urinils,  will  uliord  some  idea,  ihoiigh  by  no 
[niuiis  a  lull  view  of  ilie  scene. 

One  ut'  die  principal  purposes  in  view  in  die  exhibi' 
lion,  could  only  he  uilhined  by  uclii  d  inspcciioii.  'rhnt 
m,  un  ucquamiuuce  wiili  the  rcid  <itiulily  of  iliu  arlicles 
exiiibiled,  and  u  co  nparisuii  of  the  prices  at  wliich  Ihey 
are  now  muuuluciureil  in  ihis  coumry  iiud  olliied  for 
aale,  and  the  prices  thm  were  formerly  paid  hy  ilio  coin- 
niuniiy  for  inlciior  urucle»,  belore  our  owji  maniilnc- 
lures  were  enliibhslied.  Upuii  ilus  Bubjeui,  persons  yel 
remain  ni  cvcfy  cumniuuiiy  dial  emi  l.uiii.s  i  Ir.ioi  ibcir 
own  reculleclioiis.  iiicidcnti)  and  fuels  .sinjiliir  to  tliu.so 
which  ivQ  extract  un  ucuounlof  from  the  Mutional  In- 
telJIgencer. 


Cotton  Mandfactures. — This  is  now  one  of  the 
leading  interests  of  the  world.  More  cotton  is  now 
produced  in  the  IJnited  States  than  in  all  the  rest  of 
the  world  together.  Its  surpassing  interest  to  the 
producers  of  the  article — to  the  growers  of  grain  and 
to  the  manufacturers  of  course,  commands  for  it 
general  attention. 

In  the  course  of  their  account  of  this  department 
the  National  Intelligencer,  says: — 

In  1770  there  was   only  one  cotton    mill  in   the 
United  States.      This  mill  was  erected   by  Messrs. 
Slater  &.  Brown  in  Providence,  and  contained  only  70 
spindles.     In  1805  there  were  8  or  10  mills,  contain- 
ing 45,000  spindles.     In  1806  and    1807   and  during 
the  war,  there  was  a  rapid  incsease  in  manufacturing 
business,  caused  by  restrictions  on   importations.     At 
the  close  of  the  war  in  1815,  the  number  of  spindles 
was  130,000;  in  1825  they  had  increased  to  800,000; 
in  1835  to  1,750,000,  employing  54,000  looms;  and 
in  1 840  to  2,284,63 1 .     It  is  stated  that  in  1 770  there 
were  about  5,000  bales  of  cotton  imported    into   the 
United  States,  (then   colonies.)     Last  year   we    ex- 
ported 872,905,996  lbs.   of  cotton,    and  consumed 
60,000,000    lbs.   at  home.     The  number  of  hands 
employed  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  was  in   1840 
72,119;last  year  it   was  estimated  at    100,000.     It 
appeared  to  be  necessary  to  state  these  brief  statistics  j 
in  order  that  we  might  place   the  question  of  protec- 
tion or  no  protection  before  the  great  division   of  our 
people,  who  are  interested    in  its  determination;    we  I 
will  leave    that   decision    to   be   deduced  from    the ! 
answers  to  these  questions.     First,  what  would  be  the  | 
efl'ect  upon  the  growers  of  cotton   by  destroying   the  j 
home  market,  which  consumed  last  year  60,000;000 
lbs.  weight  of  their  produce?     Secondly,   what  would 
be  the  elFect  upon   the  agricultural   interest  by   con-  i 
verting  1 00,000  persons  who    are  now  consumers   of 
grain  into  raisers  of  it'     Thirdly  and   lastly,   could   it  1 
be  advantageous  to  any  class  of  the   com  nunity   to  i 
have  the  capital  invested  in  cotton  factories,   at    least 
$80,000,000,  destroyed  by  rendering  the  manufactur-  j 
ing  of  cotton  an  unproductive  business?     These  three  ' 
questions  comprehend  the  gist  of  the  whole  argument. 
The  answers  which  every  reflecting  person  will  give 
to  them  solve  the  difficulty,  if   any  really  existed   in  ! 
the  mind  of  such  a  person.  I 

On  extracting  the  foregoing  paragraph,  the  M:w  ' 
Orleans  Bee,  remarks: — "In  this  brief  paragraph  the  1 
mooted  doctrine  of  protection  to  American  industry  is  ! 
placed  upon  strong  and  solid  ground.  The  great,  wise 
practical  and  comprehensive  argument  in  favor  of  a 
discriminating  Tanll',  is  its  bemficMl  inlluence  in  creat- ! 
ing  and  cherishing  a  home  market.  Under  the  vary- 
ing and  alternating  policy  wliich  has  marked  the 
Government  since  1816,  those  interested  may  see 
what  has  been  efiected  for  this  important  branch  of 
industry.  With  a  Tariff  not  half  the  time  protective, 
and  with  inducements  of  a  transitory  and  precarious 
nature,  the  energies  of  our  people  have  yet  been  so 
far  stimulated,  as  to  enable  them  to  build  up  a  home 
market  in  which  150,000,000  po  inds  of  cotton  are 
annually  consumed.  Substitutt  for  the  fluctuating 
and  uncertain  application  of  Prol  tioii,  a  steady  and 
stable  policy;  let  the  manulactui  ■.  fully  undei-stand, 
that  come  what  may,  the  Tariff  wit.  not  be  disturbed, 
and  that  he  may  continue  the  labor  of  establishing  a 
home  market  for  our  domestic  products,  and  in  less 
than  ten  years  the  quantity  of  cotton  now  taken  for 
American  consumption  w  ill  be  more  than  doubled. 

Ol  ihe  impoiiance  ol  secuiiog  a  ready  lioiiie  irade,  ii 
•8  almost  superHuoiis  lo  .=pe.ik.  A  momeni's  redection 
« ill  show  ihut  iioi  only  is  ii  ihe  best,  safesl  and  uiosi  re- 
li:ible  ouilci  fur  the  avails  ol  agriciiliuial  s  .ill  and  toil, 
bill  di:it  It  is  ol  ihe  very  essen'-e  of  iriie  pritnotisin  'u 
assisliii  devehipiui;  and  losieiinga  niaiket  ulnuli,  wiii!e 
it  seeurcs  lo  die  Souih  a  certain  man  lor  ihe  sale  of  her 
great  atiiple.  pours  prospi  riiy  and  conlorl  into  ihe  lap  of 
die  whole  iiauoii— our  loreijjn  trade  may  be  cut  oft' or 
ciirlailod  by  acoideoial  co.iiiujfencies.  Th  :  emb.irg  les 
andiiou  iniercourse  of  war  at  onco  au3p.jiid  it.  It  may 
and  will  be  subjecied  loa  more  gradual  bul  u.n  less  fiuil 
deierioralion,  by  ihe  unremiiting  etl'irts  of  our  greiil 
Uoiiim'rcial  Rival— Ijiuuland— to  culliva'e  coilon  s'lc- 
eessfully  ill  one  or  more  of  liur  vast  colunial  posses-i  t.rn. 
S.ioiier  or  laier,  Uieai  liriuiin  must  ceaso  her  depeudeuee 
up  n  die  Uiiilcd  Slates  for  suppli.-s  of  coiion;  or  il  the 
triide  with  her  be  not  absoluicly  aunihiluied,  it  will  not 
uH'oid  aauiri'tieni  ouilet  for  the  imuien.se  and  increasing 
value  of  tins  siaple.  Already  wo  find  that  overv-  year 
a'ii;iiienl8  die  yield  of  coilo.i,  and  by  creaiinj;,  ii  dis- 
prnp  iriioii  between  tiio  supply  and  demand,  dinii.iiahea 
Ihe  priueand  briiias  disappoinimeni  upon  our  plaiilers. 
Wiih  a  fixed  proleciivi;  policy  applied  lo  Ainoriciu  in- 
dusiry,  ihe  liomc  conauniplioii  will  more  ili.j  i  -.jili  :e,  (iir 
wliulevor.imuiiniof  cotton  may  remain  ufier  die  Europe- 
an markeia  arc  glutied.  Build  up  home  nianulictures 
aiidju«i  ill  proporiioii  aa  Great  Britain  withdraw*  her 


custom,  will  a  pernaanent  and  'profitable  deboiuhe  be 
offered  to  onr  planters  upon  their  own  soil.  And  ihis 
too,  without  sad  Ming  their  balance  of  profit  with  he:ivy 
freight,  and  storage  charges.  The  cotion  grower  \v  ill 
then  enjoy  the  graiificalion  of  kno>ving  lhat  the  prodiicia 
of  his  labor  do  not  go  exclusively  to  enrich  the  bloated 
capitalists  of  Bnsiland  but  are  diffused  among  his  owri 
countrymen,  giving  eiTipioymeni  to  countless  thousands, 
stimulating  industry  al  home  and  afford  d  it  new  fields 
lor  the  disp'ay  of  Its  eaierp-ise  and  perseverance."  i 

There  is  an  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  Robert 
RoGERsojj,  of  Boston,  attached  to  a  sample  of  British 
cotton  goods,  which  sold  in  that  city  in  1813  for  85 
cents  the  yardl  This  sample  we  saw  in  juxtaposition 
with  a  much  better  article  which  wa'  manufactured 
at  the  Great  Falls  Mills,  New  Hampshire,  which  is 
marked  at  7  1-4  cents  per  yard?  We  looked  over  a 
few  of  the  tables  headed  up  with  cotton  goods  in  the 
piece,  and  noticed  the  following:  Unbleached  cottons 
of  most  serviceable  qualities,  such  as  sheetings,  dril- 
lings, India  drills,  &c.  from  the  Cabot  Mills,  the 
Massachusetts  Mills,  Lowell,  the  Tremont  Mills  in 
that  city,  the  Appleton  Mills,  the  Lawrence  Mills,  and 
the  Boot  Cotton  Mills,  also  in  Lowell,  and  from  the 
Chicopee  Falls  Mills  and  the  Perkins  Mills,  at  Cabots- 
ville,  in  Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire  has  sent 
bleached  and  unbleached  cotton  goods  from  the  Great 
Falls  Mills,  the  Stark  Mills,  at  Manchester,  and  from 
Nashua;  Rhode  Island  sends  extra  fine  shirtings  from 
Scituate;  and  Massachusetts  from  Newburyport;  and 
fine  bleached  goods  (called  long  cloths)  from  the 
Dwight  Mills  at  Lowell,  and  the  James  Mills  at  New- 
buryport. We  have  sheetings  from  Patterson,  New 
Jersey.  Virginia  has  sent  drillings  from  two  or  three 
nxills  at  Petersburg,  and  shirtings  from  Manchester, 
and  Petersburg;  and  Mary'and  strong  India  drills  from 
the  Laurel  Factory.  Massachusetts  sends  indigo  blue 
callicoes  from  Cabotsville  and  the  Chicopee  Mills, 
and  we  find  the  same  description  of  goods  fromi 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  the  Great  Falls  Mills, 
N.  Hampshire.  We  have  also  black,  blue,  and  pink 
callicoes,  from  the  Chicope  Mills.  We  shall  not 
attempt  to  quote  the  prices  of  these  various  goods;  to 
us  they  appear  to  be  remarkably  low;  and  we  were 
struck  at  the  observation  of  a  person  long  conversant 
with  the  cotton  trade  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic, 
that  he  could  not  imagine  they  could  be  afforded  so 
low.  The  committee  under  whose  superintendence 
the  fair  is  being  held,  intend  publishing  a  full  catalogue 
of  all  the  goods  exhibited,  with  prices  and  other 
particulars;  this  publication  wiU  render  our  notice  of 
the  subject  entirely  unnecessary,  but  it  will  afford  us 
much  matter  of  useful  commentary.  We  shall  con- 
tinue, in  subsequent  notices,  a  brief  enumeration  of 
the  cotton  goods  exliibited  at  this  interesting 
Fair.  We  fear  we  may  err  iu  the  use  of 
technicalities,  but  we  will  be  careful  to  state  facts. 

CoTTO.N  Goods  at  the  Fur.  A  correspondent  of  the 
Intelligencer  says: — '■  1  he  show  of  ihese  important  staple 
articles  baa  been  very  great,  and  factories  have  been  re- 
presented by  the  exhibit  of  tfieir  goods,  of'  most  tif  the 
slates,  from  Miiine  to  (ieorgia.  Strong,  serviceable,  and 
cheap  colton  fabrics  have  been  produced  from  the  looma 
of  Massachiiseits,  and  l.iid  side  by  side, and  put  in  com- 
parison, both  in  quiility  aiitl  price,  w  lib  those  for  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina;  and  it  isgratifyin.;  lo  find  that  the 
produi'iions  in  these  latter  stales  do  lull  credit  to  the 
advantages  they  possess  for  the  prosecution  ol  that 
branch  ol  manufacture.  'I'he  stout  cottons  from  Fetera- 
burg  and  Richmond,  in  Virginia,  selling  at  from  five  to 
six  I  enia  d  yariJ,  and  the  aubsla.-jtial  osnaburgs  from 
Augusta,  Georaia,  at  eleven  cents,  suffijiently  prove  that 
the  south  need  not  rely  upon  foreign  intp.irta  or  northern 
skill  to  furnish  these  essential  arlicles  of  domestic  use. 
Let  enie  prise  awake  and  industry  ihroiv  the  9hulile,and 
they  may  lie  all  their  own. 

Bul  1  wish  to  say  a  word  of  the  fitier  fabrics;  and  these 
are  so  numerous  tiiat  I  shall  not  utteiupt  to  trace  them 
all.  Besides  the  produetions  of  tha  well  known  Lowell 
mills,  to  which  the  public  aileiiuoii  has  in  various  ways 
been  called,  I  would  notice  the  bj-.iuliful  specimens  of 
fine  muslins  fabricated  ai  and  sent  from  the  following 
mills,  viz. 

'I'he  New  York  mills,  at  or  near  Utica,  in  that  stale; 
the  Jjincs,  the  Bartlctt,  and  the  Wessacumcon  mills,  at 
Newbuiypjrt,  Massachusetts;  die  D.vight  mills,  in  ilia 
same  state;  and  the  Lonsdale  Factory,  iii  Sinithfield, 
Rhode  Island. 

The  piodiiciions  credited  lo  those  factories  are  a!l  ol 
great  licauty.  The  three  first-named  mills  ore  operated 
byateatn,  and  are  perhaps  devoted  more  exclusively  la 
Iho  labricaiion  of  the  filler  muslins  than  anv  other  in 
the  counlry.  But  to  delermiiio  the  relative  merits  of  tha 
articleapreseiiled  frmn  eaehof  ihese  f'aclorios  would  be 
n  mailer  ol  no  liitle  diflieulty— they  all  deserve  praise  — 
I'roni  die  Jams  mill  ami  from  the  Lonsdale,  delicate 
fabrics  are  preaunted,  which  I  should  be  glad  lo  select 
lorihedreueeaofiny  wife  and  Uaugiiicra,  and  proud  10 
eeo  ihein  wear. 
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The  bleached  shinins-i,  froni  the  New  York  inilla.done 
up  like  linens,  a'e  of  a  fi  le  Mun  I  threaii,  of  an  exoelleiu 
finish,  and  have  a  deserve  lly  hijh  credit  in  the  market. 
All  thegoodsfwin  thi^  factory  St-imi  to  be  of  a  tt-iol 
quality,  and  are  rend!)'  souzlu  after  by  those  who  wuulJ 
purcha-ie.  Ths  sain^'  iniy  l)e  said  of  the  pridmuionsof 
the  L)n9dale  looms.  Tne  fibrics  of  the  Dwight  ijiilKs, 
perh.ps  no  equi  ly  fii  ■,  ;i  e  y  luoid, and  dj  ore  it  credit 
iy  the  perfectron  of  ihe.r  l>iea(h  and  dreasini.  B.it  I  see 
it  will  be  impossible  til  panic  ilarize.  There  are  innshns 
from  various  other  i|uarier3,  wliicii  equally  well  deserve  a 
jotice,  and  I  tra-it  tha'  tiie  ci  ii  niiioe  wlo  have  ch  ir^'e 
>f  ihe  mntier  will,  when  they  in  ike  iip  ih.iir  odiL-Til 
ixhibit  ofthe  results  of  tlic  Fair,  do  them  all  full  ju slice.'' 

^  Cotton  piece  gwds  from  Pataiisco  M'll,  Miryland; 
5aco  and  Biddeford,  iM.iine;  Falmouth,  Virginia;  New 
Ipswich,  Weare,  and  Clarcmoni,  New  Hampshire;  and 
[•roviderice,  R-vide  Wand.  Very  fine  bleached  goods 
rom  ihe  Lan-dale  Coiiipiiiy,  and  dilesiasof  a  superior 
juality  and  Na:ikeeiis  from  t'le  -same  estab.islnnent.— 
Joiton  bagging  lioin  Fairliavm.  Massaciiuseils. 

Beautiful  spLCimens  of  j,rinit;i  goods,  boih  cotton  and 
nousaelines  de  laiiiu,  Inun  Providence;  troin  the  Lndi 
■"rint  Works  and  (iu.uc^sier.  New  Jersey;  Pa.viuckei 
»nd  Falls  Kiver,  .Massiichuselts;  Iroin  ihe 'various  nulls 
It  Lowell,  particularly  the  beautiful  Merrimack  Prims; 
Paunton,  .Massachuseiis,  mist  beauiilully  prinieil,  the 
iloih  being  manulactured  byHoolii  &,  Co.  of  N.  Hanip 
hire. 

Very  fine  mou^selines  de  liiine  Ironi  Hamilton  Wool- 
311  Company  rioulhbridge,  Massachusetts,  and  very 
uperior  printed  cotton  goods  from  the  Manchester  Print 
Aforks,  Pennsylvania.  Some  very  tine  goods  of  tins  de. 
cripiion  from  the  manufactory  of  B.  McCready,  Piiila- 
ielphia,  who  manufuciu.-cd  one  hundred  ihoiisand  yards 
er  week,-  these  are  beauiifiillv  printed  by  S.  Mclirule. 
I  Fairmont,  wlio  prmls  one  hundred  and  forty  tliou- 
and  yards  per  week. 

•  ^"^„'f^<^'''i'^"s  P'  cotton  yarn  and  cotton  cord.s  (rom 
.  H.  Fulton,  Baltimore,  and   some   very  superior  sliirt- 

)gs   troni   Oneida  county,  New  'if ork,  and   fine  go  .ds 

•urn  the  Pucenii:  Factory,  Peierboro',  Ni-w  Hampsinrr. 
Beauiilul  shawls  and  table  covers  Ironi  Belleville  New 

ersey,  and  Frankford,  Pcnnsylvannia. 

A  beautiful  specimen  of  yard  wide  cotton  shcetin", 
lade  by  the  Kockfi-h  Manufaclurino  Company,  ai 
'ayetteville.  North  Carolina,  and  marked  at7i  cents  per 
•rd.  This  article  deserves  particular  notice,  not  only 
ri  account  o(  its  good  quaUly  and  cheapness,  but  also  be- 
liiae  it  is  the  inanulaciure  of  a  coiton  growing  stale, 
ad  a  proof  lliat  the  south  is  awakening  lo  her  true  in- 
reM,  and  laying  aside  the  prejudices  whicli  have  bilh. 
•to  prevented  her  from  cnj.iying  the  benefits  arising 
cm  the  application  of  skill  and  labor  to  manufacturing 
tirpjses." 

Cotton  Bed  Tickings,  from  Penn's  Grove,  Da- 
iware  county  Pennsylvania;  from  Brandy  wine,  Da- 
iware;  and  from  Saco  Maine. 
Cumberland  rt,Aii>3  and  Cable  Twists  frow  Low- 
Pilot  Docks  (for  sails)  by  Grimbrell,  Carroll  & 
D.,  Baltimore;  we  have  heard  competent  jmlses 
•onounce  this  to  be  a  very  superior  article;  and 
le  duck  made  I'roni  American  hemp  at  Patterson, 
ew  Jersey.  Also,  a  variety  of  cotton  quilts  and 
[Uiiterpanes,  some  very  handsome  from  Lancaster, 
lassachuselts. 

Tapes  a  collection    of  Tarious    collections  and 

'eadths. 

GiRTHiNGS  of  a   great  many  varieties   from    the 

:oux  Tape  Company,  New  York. 


A  V  D      RUGS, 


CARPET 

The  exhibition  is  very  rich  in  the  display  of  carptts 
d  hearth  rugs,  among  which  we  noticed  many 
lendid   specimens   in   quality,  colors,    and  designs 


her  character,  thai  whatever  she  can  be  rouse  I  to  do, 
she  will  do  as  well,  if  not  belter,  than  can  be  done  else- 
where There  are  fine  spcimens of  cotton  twists  from 
Ricnmond.'' 

Carpetin;,  manufactured  of  cotton  twist,  covered 
with  with  wool,  by  Chase's  card  spinner— hearth 
rua;s  of  elegant  design  and  execution,  by  Miss  Masi, 
of  Washington. 

Silk  Goods.— .Mr.  GeoPi^e  Rapp,  of  Economy, 
sent  a  case  of  very  beautiful  silk  goods,  nianiifac 
tured  there.  The  assortment  eon.-ists  of  cravats, 
veslings,  ladies'dresses,  dress  shawls,  handkerchiefs,' 
Stc;  the  colors  are  more  brilliant  and  the  desifjns  in 
better  taste  than  any  other  silk  manufactures  we 
have  yet  seen.  There  is  in  the  sane  case  a  very 
handsome  embroidered  l.itile  cover,  wrou'ht  by  .Miss 
Harriet  E.  Thompson,  of  Washini;lon.      ' 

Very  fine  specimens  of sewingsilk.organzine,  sad- 
dler's silk,  &.C.  from  Canton,  Maisachusetls. 

Some  very  fine  Cocoons  from  Loudon  county,  Vir 
ginia. 

Beautiful  specimens  Silk  Tassels  for  cloaks,  coats, 
windows,  &c.  from  Henry  Deehring,  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

An  assortment  of  very  fine  Silk  Drawers  and  Un- 
der Vests,  and  also  some  very  superior  Flannel  arti- 
cles of  the  same  description. 

Mr  John  W.  Gill,  of  Wheeling,  Virginia,  has  a 
table  of  very  interesting  silk  goods,  manufactured 
from  silk  grown  in  the  Oliio  valley,  and  fabricated 
under  his  care  from  the  cocoon.  His  collection  con 
sisls,  of  plain  and  figured  velvets,  satins,  tissues. Flo 
renlinea,  dress  silks,  &c.  cravats  a, id  pocket  hand- 
kercliiefs,  B.ig  silks,  serges,  heavy  coat  silks,  &o.; 
for  gentlemen's  wear,  gloves,  hose',  shirts,  &c.  Some 
of  tliese  goods  are  particularly  interesting  from 
their  being  made  direct  from  the  raio  silk  from  the 
cocoon.  These  goods  appear  to  us  to  be  indestructi- 
ble, and  will  have  the  merit  of  improving  in  their 
appearance  Ihe  longer  they  are  worn.  ,Mr.  Gill  is 
a  practical  man,  and  can  communicate  much  mefnl 
information  relative  to  the  domestic  silk  tra.Je.  He 
laments,  in  common  with  many  other  well  informed 
men,  the  want  of  a  sufficient  number  o(  fiUtures  in 
the  western  country.  I'hese  are  alone  wanting,  he 
says,  to  make  the  silk  trade  of  that  region  abundant- 
ly prosperous. 

Bonnets  an'd  baskets  knitted  by  Mrs.  Lenlhall 
and  by  Miss  Franznni,  of  Washington. 

Amongst  the  most  beautiful  of' the  noi>W(iesal  the 
lair  was 

Glass  bonnets— deposited  by  the  maker,  Joseph 
Weed,  of  Philadelphia.  Eich  bonne!  contains  140,- 
000  yards  of  spun  g/ass  rendered  perfectly  pliable!— 
The  price  of  such  a  bonnet  was  ^'20. 

Upholstery  articles, — Carriage  and  pulpit  trim 
tilings,  ^c.  from  J.  Baker,  &  Co.  Hiniham,  Mass. 

A  magnificent  looking  gla-is — a  rich  cheval  glass 
and  portrait  frame,  from  C  W.  Robinson,  Philadel- 
phia. 

A  specimen  of  ingenious  shell  work,  Mrs.  Jeffers, 
Washington. 

Rich  gold  embroidered  regalia — in  great  variety 
and  beauty,  from  Ihe  Miss  Stokes,  Philadelphia,  at- 
tracted general  attention.  They  also  had  many  ar- 
ticles of  ready  made  clothing. 


inufactured  at  the  Tariffville  manufactory,  Hartford  \  '^"^  ^ 

unly,  Connecticut,  for  Tho.mpson  &.  Co.,  N.    York; 

)m  the  Lowell  Manufacturing  Company;   and    from 

!  esUblishments  of  J.  Rose.n'cr.\ntz,  J.,  Barcroft 

Philad.,  and  C.  G.  Co.vradt,  of  Bait.     Tliere    are 

o  specimens  of  carpeting  manufactured  of  cotton 

ist  ccit!ci-ed  v-ilh  wool,  by  Chase's  card  spinner.    This 

:icle  is  particularly  deserving  of  attention,  as  ex- 

uting  the  great  practical  skill  of  our   countrymen. 

|B  would   not  omit   to  notice  a  hearth  rug  of  very 

borate  design  and  ingenious  construction,   by    our 

ghbors  the  Misses  Masi.  of  Washington.  These  car- 

3  and  hearth  rugs  are  marked  with  prices  which  we 

ink,  may  compete  with  similar  goods  from  Eiu-o'pe, 

ll  are  striking  proofs  of  the    ranid  nrr,oTnc=  of  <l;o 


Mr.  Walbourn,  of  Philadelphia,  has  a  case  of  very 
rich  stocks  for  gentlemen,  samples  of  very  superior 
Black  Kid  gloves,  and  a  great  variety  of  fashionably 
made  shirts,  Sec.  for  gentlemen;  J.  Hodges,  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, also  exhibits    soaie  fine  specimens  of  the 


Machines,  Models  &c — The  pHnnm  mobile  of 
this  department— the  bcautU'ul  Steam  Engine,  con- 
structed by  Poole  &  Ferguson,  of  Baltimore,  of  twenty 
horse-power.     The    smoothness    and    stillness    with 

which  it  performs  its  operations  is  truly  wonderful 

We  have  heard  many  a  cottage-spinning  wheel  make 
more  noise.  The  construction  is  sim|)le,  the  work- 
manship excellent,  and  the  consumption  of  fuel,  we 
are  told,  is  fifty  per  cent  less  than  that  of  ordinary 
engines. 

ilvDnosTATic  Safety  Valve — Exhibited  by  'W. 
Dutt;  of  Baltimore  Mardon's  Patent  Bullet  mould. 

Patent  revidving  stand  premium  Pump — by  ilessrs 
W.  &B    DwigliLss,  Mitldletown,Con. 

Hemp  dressing  machine,  by  Kellog. 

A  Cotton  Loom.  , 

A  spinning  Frame,  and 

A  Drawing  Frame,  from  the  Laurel  Factory,  Md. 

A  Card-making  Machine  seems  to  possess  even  the 
attribute  of  intelligence,  so  rapidly,  so  correctly,  and 
so  quietly  does  it  perform  its  appointed  labor.  Chase's 
Patent  Card  ,Spiniier  is,  we  think,  one  of  tlie  great 
inventions  of  the  diy,  and  destined  lohave  an  import- 
ant bearing  upon  our  maniifaftures.  There  is  also  a 
Carpet  Weaving  .Machine,  which  produces  wonderful 
effects  by  apparently  simple  means.  J.  F.  Barnes  &, 
Co.,  Richmond,  Virginia,  e.sliibit  a  very  simple  and 
powerful  Tobacco  Press;  and  Mr.  Jainfts  M.  Winders 
a  very  ingenious  ftleat  Cutter. 

Messrs.  J.  R.  &  F.  W.  Marston  of  Baltimore,  have 
a  rich  collection  of  cut  glass  ware,  manufactured  by 
themselves. 

EiGUT  day  clocks,  brass,  and  eircniar  gallery 
clocks,  from   Brewster  5i  Ingiahara,    Bristol,    Conn. 

The  sewing  machine,  invented  by  Mr.  Elias 
Ho«e,  jr  ul  Cambridgcpoit,  Mass.  at  work,  the 
evolution  was  so  rapid,  that  we  can  give  no  account 
wliatever  of  its  modus  operadi. 

A  variety  of  very  handsome  India  Rubber  Shoes. 
&c.  from  N.  Haywood  &  Co.,  of  Lisbon,  Cannecti- 
cut. 

Shoe  Lasts  exhi'iited  by  Henry  C  L  icker,  of 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 

AgRICHLTURAL    I.MPLEMENTS    AND    MACHINES.        Mr. 

Hnssey's  vei>  ingeniaus  reaping  machine;  Messrs. 
1  tiiiiiick  &  Cii.  Chester  county  Pennsylvania,  patent 
seed  aiitl  grain  planter,  and  other  valuable  articles 
from  their  e^talllishnlcnt. 

An  improved  wheit  fan,  by  ,Mr.  Rdler,  of  Frede- 
ricksburg, a  id  other  valuable  wheal  fans,  by  J.  W. 
Strung,  and  by  Charles  Myers,  of  Georgetown;  R. 
.Mnll.  r'r  p.iienl  machine  for  ciittingand  grinding  corn- 
loddcr,  and  culling  hay  and  straw. 

There  were  many  farniing  and  gardening  tools 
from  the  manufactrories  of  ,Mr.  Sinclair  and  Mr.  E. 
Wliilman,  jr.  of  Baltimore;  a  very  ingenious  fodder 
cutter  and  grinder,  by  J.  R.   Amhourg.  York  Petin. 

A  very  compact-loiking  wheal  threshing  machine, 
exhibited  by  Jackson  Roberts,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

Ploughs  in  countless  variety. 

The  coflecliim  of  scythes,  cradles,  forks,  shovels 
and  spades  very  great. 


proofs  of  the    rapid  progress  of  this 
Bch  of  our  manufactures. 

k)TT0N  TWIST,  manuf.ictured  by  .Merrell  &.  Cunning- 
n.  GreensOorough,  Georgia:  very  cimpe'unt  judgee 
noupce  this  specimen  to  he  the  best  and  finest  in  ih-j 
■  "Truly  this  is  a  most  acceptable  prod' of  what 
southern  friends  can  do  in  the  way  of  h-ime  indus- 
and  doniesnc  manufactures:  we  hail  it  a3  a  prelude 
•le  terminanon  o|  all  sectional  differences  upon  thii 
It.  Gojd  old  Virginia  has,  in  this  exhibiiion,  come 
t  up  to  the  pomt;  exhibiting  again  this  strong  trait  in 


A  beaii'iful  case  of  Metal  BtrrroNs  contains  a 
very  great  variety  of  those  articles  from  Robinson's 
manufactory,  .Atlleborough,  Massachusetts. 

M  n   S   I  C  A  L      I  N  S  T  R  t;  M  E  N  T  S  . 

The  PIANO  FORTES,  exhibited  are  most  brilliant  and 
powerful  in  their  tone,  and  beautiful  in  their  external 
appearance  and  construction.  Among  others  we  no- 
ticed a  very  beautiful  instrument  of  seven  octaves,  in 
a  costly  rosewood  case,  from  the  establishment  of  E. 
ScHERR,  of  Philadelphia,  valued  at  $1,000.  There 
are  also  most  splendid  instruments  from  the  manufac- 
tories of  Caleb  .Miller,  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  C. 
Meyer,  of  that  city;  and  also  some  very  costly  ones, 
as  well  as  some  of  a  less  elaborate  finish,  and  conse- 
quently more  moderate  cost,  from  C.  Holt,  Jr.  of  N. 
York,  the  agent  for  Lemuel  Gilbert's  patent  action 
piano  forte.  There  is  also  a  beautiful  improved  raelo- 
deon  by  N.  Coolidge,  of  Worcester,  Mas-schusetts; 
guitars  by  Martin  and  Frith  k.  Hall,  New  York; 
and  very  richly  finished  flutes,  and  a  clarionet  by 
PuAFF,  of  Philadelphia. 

Piano  Fortes  by  Messrs.  Bacon  &  Re»an  New 
York,  and  Hallett,  Davis  &  Co.  Boston. 


Portable  burr  stone  mill,  Fitzgerald,  as  mude  by 
Ross,  tiniin  &  Gnene,  of  New  York;  a  sirikinglv  use- 
ful iiiveniiun,  doing  its  work  wiih  great  inpidiiy  a'ld  per- 
lecuon,  evieleii'-ed  by  fi.ie  samples  of  wheat  fliur  and 
corn  meal,  which  wiie  around  in  the  nom  nl  ilie  lair. 
I'liis  null  IS  adapted  in  ihe  grinding  of  wheai,  crn,  feed, 
iork.>ali,  drugs,  coflee,  epices,  &.c.  The  jJiinUin.'  is 
per.ornicd  hy  Frencii  burr  snnice  insitad  ..f  ir.jii  and 
steel  suiface.s,  which  can  easily  be  sh.irpened  by  the 
owner.  Tins  mill  has  received  many  picininm.s  and 
medals  from  ihe  fairs,  &,o.  at  New  Ymk  and  Philadel- 
phia, and  18  Slated  to  be  ihe  cheapest  and  b,.-'.  mill  ever 
nll,-red  l.j  the  public.  It  prultssis  to  ;;riiiu  and  bolt  a 
bnsliel  c  f  wheat  in  five  niinmes,  a  bu.-hd  ol  corn  in 
nine  and  a  half,  a  bushel  of  cnfTcu  in  fiv.-  inmnies,  nnj 
spices,  at  various  times,  from  six  and  a  half  loci-h, 
ininnies.  ^ 

An  apparatus  invented  by  Mr.  Samuel  Lichtenihoe- 
let,  ol  LiLz,  Penntylvanin,  for  opening  and  .shniting  and 
plai:iiig  firmly  a:  any  angle,  and  lor  hoiii.ig  and  un- 
oil'ing  out-iide  window  shntiers,  wiihoiit  raising  the 
sash.  The  inventor  stans  that  it  can  be  applied  to 
windows  in  houses  already  erected,  at  ihe  cost  of  about 
'Wo  dollars  each  window. 

A  very  ingenious  machine  for  cutting  laths,  invented 
t.y  Mr.  VVinsiow.  of  O  no.  It  cuts  ladis  from  the  round 
loo  ai  ihe  rale  ol  120  per  minute. 

Patent  graduate  galva.sic  battery.  Mr.  P.  Ciod, 
of  t'nilaclclphm.  exhibits  a  very  bcuuiilul  model,  adapted 
r.r  medical  purjiuscs. 

Scales  AND  WEIGHTS,  .'rleyer  &  Co  ,  of  Philadelphia, 
have  a  ^et  ol  very  beautiful  scales  and  weighis.  wrought 
nppurently  with  the  greatest  delicacy,  and  finished^in 
the  must  exact  manner. 
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;ill  aid 


l^'lll^'^^ahSt T a  i^aJueil  k.wwleJ,.  of  che  ar. 

"^T'Suctin..  M..eor.>logical  Register,  invented  an.l 
d  Josited  by  Mr  C  War^nner,  of  Washu.?!...,,  ,s  a 
beau  ul  anS  h  '  hly  fi..i3!,.d  instrument;  it  c.niams  an 
ane  n 'n'e^er,  a  Tain  gang.,  barometer.  tl>ermon.eier.  ttje 
regi3ier,  and  lime.  r  VV     1 

MiQNErlo  ELECTRIC  MACHIME.  Dr.  Paije,  »t  vvaa  1^ 
initon   i.a:i  a  boauiiful  m;Jelof  hi.  m.gaet-c  ele<;iri<: 

'"A''fin.;  Ach..na:ic  T-le.coin.  cn:,,.r,,cted  by  H- 
PriTy  nf  N,nv  York;  i'k'  mb.'  i^  ah  .ut  nine  feet  in  le-ia.b. 
Abeamil.1  nole  nl  Dr.  Fr.tnklin  taken  by  a  turn- 
ingladie  in  Pbll.delpHri.anl  numberle..  otiier  sntall 
specimens  of  mosi  iniieiiinua  an. 

There  was  a  sample  of  watch,  clock,  chronometer, 
and  nmsical  in^trnmrnt  springs,  from  th.  mamifac.ory 
ol  C  Pre'iot  of  Piiiladelphia,  which  is  equ.l  to  any 
thing  wh.ch  we  hive  ever  seen,  and  offered  at  prices 
which  we  tliink  very  lo.v. 

The  portable  tab  ilar  steam  penetrator,  invented 
by  D.  B.  Smith,  &  Co.  Biltimore. 

E.  Bartow's,  of  New  York,  improved  hot  air  lur- 
nace;  a  very  ingenious  instrn  iient  by  H.  Bi'lgcr, 
Boston,  called  the  "Rotary  Baking  Tool,"  for  the 
use  of  book  binders 


Very  superior  binders'  leather,  in  great  variety,  from 
Divle'&  MoNeely    Poihidelphia. 

Parch. n.-ot,  v.uiou..  sizes  from  the  same  house. 

Very  handsome  specimens  of  b  lokbin  lui'i  ^"^  "fy 
su-erior  blank  books  from  Speed  &,  D^nouo,  fhilaJel- 

S)-cimen  of  wrapping  pioer  m  ide  from  cornstalks, 
by  G.  VV.  Mat  hews.  Cur.  oil  county,  M  iryl.ind. 

Bxcelleni  specimens  of  binding,  by  Ds  C amy  &  1  rut- 
ler.  Wa-^hiugtn  1.  ^^       ,^     , 

Playing  cards,  by  Cohen,  N^w  York. 
Marble  papers,  in  grtvit  variety,  sorn^  very  beau  iful 
specimens.  Iron  T.  C  Konigmaener,  Pmhdelphia. 

Glaz^'d  and  colored  papers,  from  R.  &.  .\.  H-  Hib- 
bard,  Norwicli,  Con  lecticut.  ,  ,.      ,,  „     o    i 

Fine  wrapping  paper,  from  ihe  Franklm  Mil.s,  Rich- 
mond. Virgoiia. 

Mr.  F   Lucis.  jr.,  of  Bil-i  mre,  h  is  beaniiful  spsct- 

of  illusirated  b  loks   very  fi  lely  bound;  he  also  ex 

hibiis  a  very  superior  c  illection  of  specimjiis  oi  printing 

type,  fro  11  his  Baltimore  fiundry.  ,       d   uu 

Sp"cimen3  of  types  from  the  foundry  of  Alex.  Kobb, 

Philadelphia.  ,        ,  e-        , 

A  Kne  collection  of  steel  pens  from  James  irench, 
Boston  .,  r  c<    rv 

Gold  and  silver  pens  and  pencil  cafes,  Irom  h,  Uea- 
eon,  ^fe>v  York.  ,        .     ,  , 

W.  Fischer,  of  Washington,  deposited  a  case  ot  very 
superior  American  stanonory,  containing  ariicles  ol  first- 
rale  finisli  and  quality,  from  tlie  various  inaiiufiiciones 
of  D  Felt  &  Co  ,  F.  Divids,  N.  &  A.  Pratt,  M.  Levy, 
and  Addison  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  and  from  other  c; 
lebrated  houses.  ..„,,,  i  u-     i 

Messrs.  J.  B.  Lippincott  &Co.,  of  Plulidelphia,  have 
-  of  b  lonbinding:  ihire  is 


r.;:nir:3:s3gec,i..e.on    t.ie"cen,n.ualh---;Pl-^^ 
principle,"  by  F.   D.  Tippett,  Georgetown,  and  a  ho-    '' *,!,'^-,°'''^^' P^;,;,„d  elegance,  soundness  and  perfec- 
miny  null  and  a  vvashin.;  machine,  on  the  same  prin-    ^^^  ^  ^j.  '^^-^^^^y^^^^   ^^  1,,^^^  seldom  seen  eq  lalled,  and  very 
■  ■'         -       "-  '''■"lett  also  ex-    i.,  i„,i„..,i  "Lv^ollo,!        When    we  sav  this  we  do  no 


ciple,  by  the  same  gentleman.     Mr.  Tippe 

hibiled  a  model  of  his  "Coid  water  Steam  Lngine, 

invented  by  him  in  1836 

Among  articles  of  immediate  domestic  utility  Hay 
ward.  Fox  &  Co.'s  Baltimore  cooking  range;  Fox's 
Hartford,   Conneclicul,    Patent     Hot   Air   Furn    " 


.„.jly  indeed  excelled.  When  we  say  this  we  do  not 
f  ir»ei  the  productions  of  the  "roval"  bo  ikbinders  t'ayne, 
Kilthoeber,  and  others,  for  winch  they  received  -'royal ' 
prices,  and  specimens  of  whose  bindings  are  regarded 
n  the  best  libraries  in  Enrop  ■;  but  we  will 
venture  to   assert  that,   le.-ivnig  these  suoor  extra  cases 


Hurtloril,   uonneciicu,     "'-''     ■;"\^;;;;;,;  p-'-;  I -rofihe  quesnon,  we  have   never  seen  a  better  bound 

handsome  stoves  by  Mr.  Robb    o(  1-'='^"'°"' '•  ^^""-    ^^^,  ,^    ,„  ^'      .  r,,,„ec,,  ,lian   this   bible.     Messrs.  L.'s 

and  a   bake-oven  and  roaster  by   A.  H.  Reip,  oaiii  ,^  ^^^^   ^^^^  ^^1^^^  mountings,  are  very  beauii 

more;  a  very  complete  cooking  ranje  by  Burrows  &  • 

Morgan,  Baltimore,   and   H.  &  F.  Siimpson,  Baston;  I      -         -     •  -■-         .   ._.  ....:j  u.ui.  u 


refrigerators  by  JoWph  H.  Nevitt,  Washington,  and 

Evans  &  Co.  Piiiladelphia;  and    an   ingenious  cream 

freezer  by  Mr.  Johnson,  Philadelphia. 

A  case  of  very  handsome    weavers's  shuttles  wa* 

exhibited  by  E.  G.  Tripp. 

Machine  cards  exhibited  by  Messrs.  T.  K.  Earle 

&  Co.  of  VVorseslcr,  Mass. 

Te.-jnant's  table  or  book  holder. 
Saddlery,  nARNESS,  and  TKf.iiss,  made  quite  a  dij- 
plav,  11.  several  pans  of  the  n.ll.  Me.ssrs  ft  &  P.  H. 
ii  ml,  J-nkins  &  Lilly,  and  llognsou  &  Vai  of  Bal  i- 
more;  D.  Camobell.  of  Wusbi  ig.on  city;  Wilhani  H. 
Horseman  .t  Sou,  and  Me-srs.  Lu  y  &  Pnillips,  ol  Pm- 
ladelphia;  Ciiarles  F.  Sungster,  of  Georgeiowo,  D.  t.\ 
R  W  Le.vis,  of  Uoioiiville,  Chester  county,  Pennsyl- 
vaoiii;  each  had  speci  iiens,  si  ne  of  them  it  would  pnz 
zle  Europeans  to  match  either  m  ingenniiy,  elegance, 
and  usefulness  of  conslruetion,  in  excellence  of  mate- 
trial  or  in  superiority  of  w.irkinanship.  Military  sad- 
dlery coach  laces  and  trimmings,  travelling  trunks, 
tafcty  trunks,  &c.,  &c.,  in  endless  varieiies. 

Leather.  The  loielligenoer  says:  "From  saddles  and 
trunks,  Ihe  digre.ssion  is  very  easy  and  natural  lo  leather; 
and  in  ihis  ariiele  we  first  noticed  the  manufactures  of 
John  Elbert  &.  S.m,  of  Frederick  city,  Md.,  and  of 
Ram^biir.'  &.  dlliart,  ol  GMrieio.vn,  D.  C,  and  which 


There  is  also  a  copy  of  Harper's  splendid  hible,  bound 
by  Messrs.  L.  in  a  manner  every  worihy  of  it:  whicn 
we  ihink  is  saying  a  gool  deal  in  behalf  of  both  book 
anil  binding.  Messrs.  Lippin:oti.'3  editi.)  i  of  Lord  By - 
ron's  works  is  a  cnriosiiv;  it  is  beauiitully  stereoti  pe  J, 
and  forms  a  v olu-no  of  H  no.  siz-.  aid  abiutthme- 
fourths  of  an  inch,  covers  included,  in  thickness.  There 
is  also  a  similar  ediiiou  ol  Moore's  works.  _ 

Mr.  James  Ackerman,  of  New  York,  has  deposited 
many  exquisiie  specimens  of  lithography  and  coloring, 
s.ime  of  ihein  in  imitation  of  ilie  style  of  the  celebrated 
Julien,  of  Paris.  We  think  some  of  the.se  productions 
superior  to  anv  thing  which  had  previously  been  pro 
duced  in  llie  United  States. 

An  Americau  ediiio.i  of  "Cattelin's  Views  and  Scenes 
in  the  Rocky  .Vlouumios."  , 

An  ex  luisidy  colored  engraving  of  the  coronation  ol 
Queen  Victona.  Tne  etigraving  is  Eighsh,  bat  it  is 
exhibited  fjr  the  sake  of  showing  .Mr.  Ackermri  .^  gre.ii 
skill,  anJ  delicacy,  a  id  beauty  of  oolo  ing,  which  are 
indeed  of  a  very  s  iperi  ir  descripdon- 

\  pair  of  very  rich  Candelaliras,  in  toe  a-sortinent  ot 
Messrs.  H-ioper  &  C  i..  Boston,  valued  at  $90. 

Bdward  Stabler,  of  flarcwo  id.  M)iigoiniTy  county. 
Maryland,  exhibits  an  improved  cast-steel  Screw  Sea! 
Press,  wiih  die  an  1  c  miier  die,  for  the  use  ol  i-ouris, 
banks,  insurance  cominnies.  notaries,  &c.  Ihe  im- 
pressions arc  made  on  dry  paper,  and  are  minutely  beau- 
iful.     Mr.  Stabler  also  exhibits  a  Portable  Slide  R>st 


Oilcloth.  Mes=rs.  J.  D  Eiwards  &  Co.,  of  Eliza- 
betmo.vo,  N.'-v  Jersey,  exhihis  very  gr'it  yirienes  of 
oi'icloih  t'or  ti  Mrs  and  for  I'nrniiure;  some  ot  these  are 
very  beautiful  in  design  and  appear  of  very  superior 
quality. 

Paper  ha.ngisss.    Very  fine  specimens  of  room  pa^ 

per,  from   the  maniifictones  of  Howell  &  Co.,  Isaac 

Pu»h  &.  C,  and  Currv,  Phildeiphia,  and   from  W.  S. 

Birch,  of  Baliim  ire.    Hats  from  Robert  Bacon  &  Sons, 

Boston. 

Paper  hangings— W.  S.  Birch,  Baltimore. 

Chemicals.     Fine  assortment  of  chemieals,  manu. 

factured    and    veryneitly    put  up    hy    Riungariinfil 

Co.   Piiiladelphia,  an  1    very  fine   C  ystals  ot    Alnm, 

Prussiale  ot  Potass,  &c.  from    Harrison    fc  Brothers 

Philadelphia,    and    from    the   Richmond     Chcmioa: 

Worki,  near  that  city.     Also  a  variety  of  fiie  che- 

mical    preparations    from    A.  G    G.ile.  &   Co.  Billt 

more.     Messrs.  Wetherill  &    Brothers,    of  Pniladel 

phia,  have  numerous  beautiful  specimens  of  cheinica 

preparations;  and  the  Baltimore  Chrome  Works  ex 

hibiteda  very  beautiful  specimen  of  Cnromite  of  po. 

lass.     There  is  a  very   beautiful  specimen  of  S;ag. 

liola  marble,  deposited  by  H   F.irley,  of  New  York 

another  very  fine  colu.nn  ol  marble  lias  no  parliculai 

paternity  assigned  to  it.  ,    .       ■.,      o    a 

An  improved  Water-ran),  invented    by   iMr.   K.  S 

Benson,  as   a  labor  saving  machine  it  cannot  be  to 

highly  appreciated. 

Some  truly  American  cigars,  manufactured  at  Bal 
timore   bj    Armstrong   &   Thornton,  from    tobace 

%'e'ss'rs.  Eugene  Ro  issel,  H.  P.  Sf  Vf .   C.  Tayl 

and  Johnson  &.  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  exhibit  s  .me  vi 

line  specimen,  of  perfn  i.ery,  fancj  soaps    &■■.      Ml 

Roussel  exhibits  busts  of  Washington  and  Franklit 

the  size  of  life,  and  very  accurately   and  artisiicall 

executed  in  soap. 

Cotton  window  curtain,  made  by  a  lady  seven!' 
(our  vears  of  age,  and  deposited  by  Mr.  J.  J  Ureenougl 
of  Wiishi  eion  city.  f. 

In  MILITARY  and  sporting  ARTICLES,  a  very  hoc  cat 
of  ele.-a,ii  go..ids  from  W.  Pinchin,  of  PmbdeiphiH. 

Gc.Cs  AND  Fi=T0Li-,  from  S.  Sullierland,of  Richmon 

^  Mr  .Edward  K.  Tryon,  of  Philadelphia,  lias  a  ve 
fine  disnlay  of  goods,  consisting  ot  rifles,  Irom  »ti 
*150;  of  revolving  pistols,  shot  guns,  and  sporting  app 
rams  of  everv  description.      ,,  ,.      ,  „  ,J  • 

iMr.  John  Krider,  of  Philadelphia,  has  a  fine  and  e 
tensive  assorimeiit  of  rifle  and  shot  guns;  ihe  form 
from  $8  10  $100  in  price,  the  latter.  Irom  S^wSit 
there  are  also  pistols  ol  every  description,  and  variety 


nd  which  "■'-'I-  '>tr-  oiaoier  aisu  eAiiiuiia  a.... .»-...  -.-..-  -  - 
.va,..,^...,  ■-  "Yr;-r. -■.-,,.  ,„  „-,,,■,  :,,|,„1  ,  "  i  for  all  descripti.ms  of  accurate  turning  in  metals;  work 
consist  chiefly  of  buckskin  dre^^ed  in  various  totors  tor  e  |  j 

the  n.e  of  saddlers,  sh.ieinakers,  glovers,  &c  ;  also,  mo^  |  '^vC  /  Pavi  m  i  &,  Brown,  of  Washington,  D  C, 
rocco  leather  of  all  kinds,  and  leather  (iir  the  use  ol  |  .JX.  Paten'  Furuace  or  For'.e  Bellows,  a  very  mge 
piaiM-lorte  makers.  Some  of  these  articles  appear  to  ^„^i>^^'|,;;^|;'^",;  The^lr.nuous  hi  ,st  of  air  produced 
"'i'll^'ii  ''u'''TC"  tfJT!nX     Mirvland    exhibits    «  very  powerful.     Tlie  machine  makes  forty  hve  revo- 

Mr,  .lohn   •f"''''!^^'    '^MuLw,^  discharges  four  hundred  cubit  leel  of  air 

very  superior  leather  for  saddle  s.inniij:-.  ami  rusi-et  and  ,  ,„:„„,- 

bla.k  fuller  f,r  bridles.  US.  A'  ^^■r."j;'^^l^'J«'p!>'".  ^^'j^any  varieiies  of  platform  scales,  all,  no  doubt,  pos- 
has  also  very  beautiful  samples  ot  lancy  lea  her.  Lp,^.,i  ,,f  oeculir  merit. 

There  are  very  superior  .samples  '^1 -' '''f  j^ji'^j/^^'  I  '"'l  very  leautlfuV  Fire   Engine,  constructed  at  Baiti 
tlie  celebrated  tannery  of  lion.  Z    fralt.  ol  rransviiie.  I 


New  York,  consisting  of  ihreti  Buenos  Ayres  hides 
lanne  1  into  leather  widi  liemlock  bark  in  live  miutlis, 
and  three  New  York  city  slaughtered  hides  tunned  by 
Ihe  same  process.  Mr.  Praa  pr.)  Iiieed  at  his  estaliliah- 
mcni,  last  year,  sixiv  thousand  sides  ol  the  fonner  and 
forty  tho  .sand  sides  of  tlie  laiier.  We  have  heard  micli 
of  the  superior  quality  of  the  Praiisville  leaiher;  the 
great  demand  fir  it  is.  we  think,  iis  liest  advertisement, 
'f  iiero  are  several  otlier  specimens  of  leather  not  yet 

VVml  Brown,  of  Manchester,  Carroll  county,  Md., 
cxhiiiiis  leather  mmufactured  by  a  now  pnnciple  ol  ijii 
nni".  and  clialloiwos  com|ieiiti.m  with  leather  nianu- 
fiiciured  by  any  oilier  plan;  his  elulleugo  is  b.ild  and 
un.  qnivoeiil.  Mr.  U.  Howell,  of  Pine  streei.  New  York, 
exliioiis  a  tanniiv.!  macliiue,  by  winch  •■calfskins  can  be 
tliorouglily  Liiiiud  ill  one  week,  upper  leather  in  two 
weeks,  and  s.ile  leather  in  fro.n  iweuiy  to  thiriy  days." 
Mr.  Ho'Vell  adduces  mist  respect  able  cectillcales  in 
proof  of  the  value  ol  his  invention." 

Stationery,  BooKDiNDiNu,  cStc.    Some  very  fine  spc 


A  variety  ol  hose,  buckets,  &c.  exhibited  by  Messrs. 
Duke  lart,  of  Balninore,  E.  VV.  Dialogue,  ol  Pniladel 
phia,  and  others. 

Boots  and  Shoes.— I>.  Benkert.of  Philadelphia. 
French  bootmaker,  has  very  fine  specimens  of  his 
skill;  some  hands. line  shoes  and  boots  exhibited  by 
Henry  Hcartli,  of  Philadelphia;  and  some  very  hand- 
some ladies'  sh.jcs  by  William  Ryan  &  Co.  of  that 
city.  Francis  Dane,  of  South  Uaiivers,  Massachu- 
setts, has  some  specimens  of  stout  coarse  shoes, 
thick  bro.;3ns,  kc  which  would  fit  the  foot  of  a  giant 
and  requiiB  the  strength  of  a  Hercules  lo  move 
about  in.  Mr.  Thome,  of  Philadelphia,  displays  a 
variety  of  fine  and  strong  shoes. 

Hats,  of  various  descriptions,  from  Mr.  Todd, 
Stevens  &  R  nmous,  and  J.  Maguire,  of  Washing 
ton,  and  vV.  F.  Sey  nour,  of  Geori^elo.vn;  from  Chas. 
O.ikford.  (;.  Brooks  St  Co.  md  Bicoii  &  Hallowell. 


DNKRY,  BOOKDINDI.NU,  &.C.    Some  Very  fiuo  spe  ■    "'","."  ^'  or         ;-o.  ;nu  u»,>^..   "••■"■•"■—■: 

of  binding,  deposited  by   U.   Hunt  &.  Sen,  cf   Philadelphia;  and  Irom  L.  Hunt,  J.  L.  WcPhail.  and 
Puii»delphi«.  1  ^^'^"^  ^  Seaver,  Ualnmore. 


Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer.  of  Richmond,  has  son.e  very* 
^ant  specimens  of  shot  guns  and  rifles.  Mr_  t.J 
Widman.  of  Philadelphia,  has  a  great  var.ety  o(  high 
finished  swords.  &c.  „,.i;,,r„  , 

A  splendid  collection  of  these  and  other  "  '1""^ 
coutreinents  from  J.  T.  Ames  of  Cabot  sville  Ma* 
chusetts.  Mr.  Ames  al.so  exhibits  a  very  beautilul  br 
cannon;  we  cannot  imagine  a  finer  piece  ol  workiiu 

'"a  full  colleciion  of  samples   of  patent  shot,  manufi 
lured  at  Bjltininre.  ' 

Copper  boat  from  the  Novelty  Works  at  Ni 
York.  Tins  boat  13  23  feet  long,  5  leet  wide,  a 
made  of  fur  sheets  of  copper  stamped  in  40  iniiiu 
lo  lis  present  shape  by  powerful  machmery.  It 
impossible  for  any  number  of  persons  to  sink  her 
her  strength  is  four  fold  greater  than  wood  boats, 
requires  one-third  less  power  to  propel  lo  the  sai 
speed  as  wood.  The  copper  alter  any  nni.ber 
years'  wear  will  sell  for  three-fourths  hr~t  cost.  1 
weiirht  is  one-lhird  less  than  wood,  and  Uie  watei 
not  absorbed— no  caulking,  rerailing,  or  painliiij 
needed.  Gigs,  cutters,  barges,  quarter,  race  r. 
club,  and  docking  boats,  from  10  feet  to  60  fi 
made  of  copper  or  iron,  without  seams,  and  up  10 
feet  long,  they  are  made  in  four  pieces.  The  stren 
has  been  fully  tested  by  dashing  them  on  llie  ro 
and  rimiiing  against  stone  piers.  Tliey  cannot  n 
or  sink. 

Coaches  and  carriages.  There  is  no  great 
riety  of  coaches  and  carriaies  exhibited.  Uoe  ti 
handsome  coach  from  Ogle  &  Watson  ol  Philadelpl 
A  haulsome-'Rickaway"  and  a  very  comeni 
'■ClBi-ence"  deposited  by  W.  Marshall.  VVasuug 
also  a  highly  finished  coach  by  tjamnel  Clulds 
timore.  There  is  also  an  elegant  coach  by  C..rlU 
Son,  Baltimore;  a  very  hadsome  mill  coach  tiais 
in  Ihe  first  style  in  every  respecl,  was  exhibited  ei 
in  the  lair.  ^    ,     , 

Cotlery— in  all    its  varieties;   knives    forks, 
3ors,  razors,  up    lo   the    richly    mounted   sivoriu 
every   description.     Then  there  were    surgica 
dental  iiistru  nents  in  great  variel,  and  ol  admin 
finish       T   F.  Ames,  Cabboiville,    Massacliu* 
Wilkin,  &  Armstrong.  Philadelphia,  and  T.  Ru8« 

°  Brass  weights  and  measure!— F.  Myers  k  Co.  I 
ledelphia 
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Chemical  products.  Beauliful  specimens  of  alum, 
epsom  sals,  and  copperas,  seni  from  ihe  chemical  wurlis 
of  Samuel  &,  Pliilip  T.  Ellicoit,  of  Baliimore.  These 
Ijentlemen  manufacture  annually  1,500,1100  lbs.  of  each 
of  ihe  former  arn^ies. 

Messrs.  Farr,  Powers  &  Weighlman.ol  Philadelphia, 
exhibit  a  number  of  most  beauliful  chemical  prepara- 
lionsj  such  as,  sulphate  of  quinine,  morphia  and  its 
Balu,  citrate  of  poiasli,  flow,  rs  uf  zinc,  crvstals  o(  the 
nitrate  of  silver,  Rochelle  salts,  &c,  ThWe  prepara- 
tion! are  put  up  in  handsome  ground  stopper  jars,  and 
wa  have  no  doubt  but  that  their  intrinsic  oxcelleiice  is 
equal  to  their  neat  and  convenient  arrangement  and  ap- 
pearance. 

Silt.  A  viry  fine  sample  of  salt  from  the  Kanawha 
works,  in  Virgmia.  "Salt  of  a  very  fine  quality,  wc  are 
told,  may  be  purchased  at  the  works  for  fourteen  cents 
a  bushel." 

Hardware,  irom  and  steel,  avd  other  mktal- 
Ltc  WARES.  Extensive  samples  of  tm  ware  from  Mr 
Butterworlh,  Baltimore;  beautiful  specimens  of  card 
ware  from  Worcester  Massachusetts,  and  very  fine 
brass  and  steel  wire  from  Townsend  &  Cm.  Pitlsburi'- 
a  handsome  cast  iron  settee  from  Hay  ward,  Fox  & 
Co.  Baltimore;  bells,  one  very  large  and  of  superior 
tone,  from  the  foundry  at  West  Troy,  Albany  Co 
New  York;  dish  covers  and  tin  ware  from  Williams 
Philadelphia,  and  from  F.  Najlor,  Washinelon-  a 
beautiful  assortment  of  tools,  &c.  from  Snow  & 
Parker,  Aleriden,  Connecticut;  a  very  comple  cast 
iron  pump,  a  patent  vice,  coffee  mills,  and  a  variety 
of  door  latches,  Irom  C.  Parker,  Meri.len-  a  very 
beautiful  case  of  steel  goods  from  W.  Field  &  Co 
Providence,  attracted  particular  attention— it  is  not 
easy  to  imagine  any  goods  of  a  hiuhet  finish;  an  as- 
•ortmentof  carpeniers  tools  from  the  Mount  Savage 
Company  Maryland;  a  variety  of  augers,  &.e.  from 
Sanford  &  Ne»ton.  Meriden;  saws  from  Brougham 
&  Keely,  Philadelphia;  auijers  from  D.  Bassett  Der 
by,  Conneclirul;  axes  from  James  R  Holmes  Pitts- 
burg arid  a  fine  collection  of  axes  from  Sharpless  & 
bo.  Philadelphia,  and  fine  cross-cut  saws  from  W 
Roand,  Philadelphia,  of  American  steel,  all  appear- 
ed to  lis  to  De  very  superior  articles,  as  also  did 
stair-rods  and  cornice-poles  exhibited  by  E.  Jones, 
Philadelphia;  locks  by  E.  Leihnck,  and  hinges  by 
Manning  &  Lee,  Baltimore,  and  from  the  Warren 
t  oundrj  ;  assortment  of  very  fine  files  from  B.  Brown- 
head  N.  Haven,  and  of  coarser  files  and  rasps  from 
Tingle  &  Sugden,  Pittsburg;  a  very  large  and  splen- 
did colleclion  of  locks  from  G.  &  J.  H.  Shomburger, 
Pi  sburg;  nails,  and  screws  from  Campbell  &  Co. 
Pittsburg;  and  some  very  fine  specimens  of  nails 
manufactured  from  Baltimore  ore,  exhibited  by  E. 
rratt  a  Co.,  Baltimore;  superior  collection  of  nails 
Irom  Taunton,  Massachusetts;  of  files  from  the  Phoe- 
nuCompany;  and  fine  butt  hmges  from  the  Pascal 
Iron  Works,  Philadelphia. 

Locks  and  Knobs,  p.irticularly  beau'iful  and  good; 
the  assoriment  exhibited  by  E.  Robinson,  of  Boston. 

HotJSEHOLD  articles.  One  of  the  most  prominent 
end  important  of  the  specimens  of  apparatus  for  domes- 
tic purposes,  and  calculated  to  promoie  Uuinestic  com- 
fort, is  Mr.  Jenison's  Dinphraam  Filierer.  for  which  he 
received  ihe  gold  medal  at  the  fair  of  ihe  New  York  In- 
stitute in  lS4o.  Its  efficacy  is  vouched  for  by  Drs. 
Lardner,  Moit,  Hoosack,  Chilton,  Toory,  Mapes,  Fran- 
cis, &c.,  and  by  oiher  scientific  persons 

An  ingenious  Filtering  Cistern,  invented  by  A.  G 
Heckrotie,  ot  Cuinherland,  Maryland. 

There  is  no  want  of  modles  of  stoves,  hot  air  furnaces, 
cooking  ranges,  &c  ,  displaying  much  ingenuity:  some 
of  them  verv  handsome. 

Bentley-s  Patent  Portable  Sieam  Boiler,  manufactur- 
ed by  p.  B.  Sniull  &  Co  ,  BaUimore,  is  a  very  useful 
inveniion,  and  has  been  adopied  by  several  large  esta- 
blishments, public  insiiiuiions,  &c. 

The  Cooking  Range,  exbibiied  by  Mr.  Siimpson,  and 
the  one  by  Moses  Pond  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  appear  to  be 
excellent  m  every  respect.  Those  who  have  tested  their 
utiliiy  are  loud  in  their  recommnndaiions  of  them. 

A  great  variety  of  shower,  slipper,  foot,  and  other 
batns,  manulacttired  in  several  of  our  cities— some  of 
them  are  elaborate  in  their  constinciion,  and  are  no 
doubt,  as  well  adapted  to  their  particular  purposes.— 
iiarnum's  Patent  Bath-heater  is  a  very  effective  inven- 
tion, healing  the  w-aier  in  hall  the  lime  required  by  any 
other  mode  heretofore  m  use,  at  a  very  small  expense  oi 
liiel.  J.  C.  rilan  &  bon  of  Bnliimi.re,  have  a  large  ex- 
hibinon  of  baihs,  bath-tuhs,  &c.;and,  judging  from  the 
cost  and  easy  adaptation  ol  them  to  almost  all  hon«e=  ii 
appears  totally  unnecessary  that  any  lamily  should  be 
wiihoui  an  artic^so  necessary  to  health  and  comfort. 

bcolts  Paieni  Refrigerator.  Its  peculiariiy  coneisis  in 
the  ice-wattr  runnine  slowly  within  ihe  metallic  shelves 
■which  are  double  and  hollow,  iliereby  causing  the  re- 
iriseraiioij   to   be  tqual   throughout  the   whole  appara- 

Ibom.  Mr.  F.  H.  Oliphant,  of  Uniontown,  Pennsyl 
vania,  has  sent  a  most  beauiful  cabinet  ol  iron  and  iis 
manufacturea,  made  at  his  establishment,  "the  Fair 
Chance  Iron  Works,"  near  L'niontown.  "His  speci- 
mena  of  bar  and  rolled  iron,  spikes,  nails,  4tc.  are  cer- 
[Winly  «mongst  the  best,  if  not  the   very  best,  we  have 


ever  seen;  and  the  specimens  of  hii  ores  and  coals,  both 
char  and  hitumiiious,  are  exceedingly  beautiful  and 
good.'* 

Welded  Wrought  Iron  Tuhp.s,  from  an  eighth  of  an 
inch  to  three  in  b.ire,  some  benutiful  specimens,  by 
Messrs.  Morris,  Tasker  &,  Morns,  of  Philadelphia.— 
These  are  very  suitable  lor  steam-engine  boilers,  gas, 
&.C.,  and  for  wanning  prisons,  greenhouses,  &c.  with 
hot  water. 

Sheet  Iron  and  Hoop  Iron,  samples  of  which  sirnck 
us  as  remarkably  fine  one  ol  the  fjrmer  is,  we  are  told, 
equal  to  any  English  sheet  iron  ihat  has  ever  been  made, 
and  interior  only  to  the  .S.vcdes  iron. 

The  hooping  iron  is  liner  and  purer  than  the  uninitiat- 
ed could  well  imnginc  the  iirticle  was  capable  of  being 
made. 

Mr.  L.  C  Moore,  of  New  York,  exhibits  some  very 
fine  specimens  of  wire-cloth,  sieves,  &c.;  and  Mr.  Kem- 
bell,  of  New  York,  some  very  excellent  patent  machine 
leather  banding. 

Wi.NDOW  BLi.vDS,  from  ihe  manufactory  of  Jacob 
Tree,  of  Baltimore,  and  heautifilly  finished  transparent 
window  shades,  deposited  by  L.  C.  Duchesne,  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Cast  IRON.  Fine  specimens  of  puddled  boilerplate 
iron  from  the  Laurel  Iron  Works,  Coatsville,  Penn- 
sylvania; very  superior  specimens  of  bar,  rod,  and 
hoop  iron,  from  the  Fairmont  Iron  Work^,  Philadel 
phia;  boiler  iron  from  Rowland  &  Hunt  and  Fn-syih 
&  Son;  bar  iron  from  the  New  England  Iron  Com 
pany,  from  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  B)slon,  Ulster 
county,  New  York,  Pompton,  New  Jersey.  The 
Tredigar.  Iron  Works,  Virginia,  and  from  Vergen- 
nes,  \'ermonl.  There  was  a  large  assortment  of 
cast  iron  and  hollowware  from  Philadelphia,  and 
some  very  fine  castings  and  steam  pipes  from  Morris, 
Tasker  &  Morris,  Philadelphia. 

"The  works  of  art,  (strictly  so  called)  are  not  nii- 
merous,  neiiher  was  it  e.\pected  or  desired  that  they 
should  be;  though  we  have  an  idea  that  if  the  bu'ldniii 
was  kept  in  its  present  state,  and  an  exhiluiion  of  works 
connected  with  the  Fine  Arts,  by  American  arlisis,  were 
advertised,  and  if  a  small  fund  were  contributed  by 
those  friends  of  ihe  arts  who  have  it  in  their  power,  to 
defray  the  expeiscs  of  artists  in  humble  eircninsiances 
journeying  to  Washington,  ihat  we  could  collect  loge 
iher  an  assemblage  of  paintings,  engravinus,  sialuory, 
modelling,  sculpiure,  archiieciural  design,  &c.,  that 
would  surprise  ihe  spectator,  and  prove  that  inanutac- 
tures  and  the  useful  arts  have  not  engrossed  the  entire 
and  exclusive  aiteniion  of  ihe  American  mind.'" 

Incidents  at  the  late  natio.nal  fair.  It  is  not  a 
little  curious  to  iioie  among  the  presentments  at  the  late 
fair  some  items  which  irresistibly  force  upon  our  minds 
a  comparison  of  the  past  with  ihe  present.  I  copy  the 
subjoined  memoranda  from  a  few  ont  of  this  class  of 
iiems  that  have  fallen  under  my  observation. 

[No.  1  was  a  piece  of  veiy  common  cotlon,  which, 
by  rare  good  fortune,  has  escaped  the  shears  of  fate, 
while  a  whole  generation  of  men  has  passed  away. — 
The  letter  was  attached  to  the  piece.  Nos.  2  and  3  are 
specimens  from  much  more  ancient  days:  they  were 
small  samples  which  have  been  retained,  it  is  believeil, 
by  their  owners.  No.  2  sufficiently  explains  iisell,  while 
It  shows  that  an  article  much  used,  and  now  selling  f  .r 
20  to  30  cents  a  yard,  brought,  only  eight  years  ago,  65 
cents  per  yard.]  H. 

No.  1. 

Boston,  May  6,  1846. 

Dear  sir:  I  herewith  hand  vou  a  few  yards  of  British 
cotton,  cut  from  a  piece  wiiich  has  been  in  my  po.sses- 
sinn  since  the  fall  of  1813.  when  it  w,is  purclia.sed  at  a 
prize  sale  of  English  goods,  and  cost  eighty. five  cents 
per  yard,  cash,  Boston  money,  which  was  equal  to  spe- 
cie, as  the  Boston  banks  did  not  eu.spend  payments  du- 
ring our  last  war  with  England 

As  one  of  the  objects  of  ilie  National  Fair  about  lobe 
held  in  Washington  is  to  "show  to  congress  and  the 
country  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  American 
art,  industry,  and  ingenuity,  under  the  fostering  care  ol 
a  protective  tariff,''  I  have  thought  that  this  specimen 
may  be  useful,  as  fixing  the  value  of  plain  cottons  in  this 
country  before  any  proteciiiin  had  been  given  to  their 
manufacture  by  congie^is,  and  thereby  establish  a  start- 
ing point  from  which  to  trace  the  progress  of  the  bust 
siness  lo  the  present  time.  Verv  mspecifnlly,  yours, 
ROBERT  ROGERSON. 

S_.  Batcheld.ir,  Esq  ,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

[This  wus  a  piece  of  cotton  that  would  not  at  the  present 
time  bring  over  seven  cents.     It  is  now  placed  in  one  of 
mmittre  rooms  of  the  house  of  represent,! tines  for 
the  inspeuiun  of  such  us  have  a  curiosity  on  the  subject 


No.  4. 
This  piece  of  Kentucky  jeans  was  one  of  a  case  of  a 
precis.:,  y  similar  quality  bought  by  Jenny  Hopkins,  & 
I'l".  "I  Harker,  La  &,  Co.,  Philadelpl/':.,  October  12, 
1838,  at  65  cen's,  eiaht  months  credit,  ns  the  ann.-.ved 
original  invoice  «  ill  prove.  Il  was  iciuriicd  by  n  cusio- 
iiier  lor  imperfections,  (being  the  only  imperlect  piece  of 
the  loi,)  and  for  that  reason  has  not  been  re  sold  since. 
It  IS  a  rare  sample  of  the  best  qnal.iy  ol  Kentucky  jeans 
of  tiiai  lime.  We  are  positive  of  its  being  of  ihe  iden- 
tical ca.se  in  qin-snon,  as  we  olwnys  number  our  invoi- 
ces, and  the  ticket  ol  the  piece  coiresnonds  exa.-tly  in 
number  willi  that  endorsed  on  the  invoice  when  put  on 
file. 

Witness  our  hand,  dated  in  Bn'ti.iore,  Mav  !fi    1846 
HOPKINS  &  HULL, 
Successors  of  Jnrmev,  Hopkios  &  Hull. 
PhilaJtlphia,  10  mo   12,  i833. 
Janney,  Hopkins  &  Hull, 

Boualii  iif  Ilarker,  Lea  &  Co.,  32  Chesnul  si. 
1  bale  super  Kentucky  jeans,  5052  yards,  at  65 


cents, 


Drnyage, 


to  be  gratified  ] 


No. 


Specimens  of  curtain  c:ilico,  printed  in  Philadelphia 
and  purchased  by  Joseph  England,  of  Noiiiughom,  .Ma- 
ryland, on  or  about  the  year  1767.  Cys'  nine  shilhngs 
and  four  pence  hallpeiiny  per  yard,  or  $1  25. 

[JVould  not  sell  for  7  cents  now.] 


I J  /lis  would  not  bring  over  25  cents  now  ] 

The  American  Lvstitute  It  is  but  sheer  jusiice  to 
this  mvahiable  association,  which  has  pioneered  in  the 
way  of  National  Fairs,  and  a  number  of  years  have  had 
then  iininial  exlnbiiions  at  New  York,  and  which  have 
proved  exceedingly  useful,  il  is  but  sheer  jusoce  to  the 
Ufsociation,  we  say,  to  acquit  them  ot  any  b.ick"ardne,ss 
or  want  of  efKirt  to  contrinute  a  full  proporiion  towards 
a  similar  national  cxhibiiiori  now  for  the  h:st  lime  at- 
tempted at  Washington.  It  is  true,  that  he  city  aid  tie 
Slate  of  New  Yrrk.  and  a  certain  sphere  around  that 
section  of  the  Union,  was  not  rep.'cscnted  at  Washing- 
ton upon  this  occasion  in  ihe  manner  or  lo  Ihe  exient 
that  was  expected  ol  them,  and  perhaps  duo  from  ihem 
as  a  niark  of  reciprociiy.  The  censure,  however,  we 
juage  from  publications  which  have  appeared  in  the 
New  York  pap,  rs,  should  fall  upon  others,  noi  upon  the 
Amencan  Institute.  The  officers  of  ihat  ass-iciation, 
show  that  nnnicdiatelv  upon  the  snzttesiion  being  made 
to  hold  the  fair  at  Washington,  a  special  meeimg  of 
the  trustees  was  called,  a  s|iirited  circular  was  issued 
forthwiih,  expressing  in  language  no  one  could  inis:ake, 
the  iniporiaiice  of  a  uniied  effort  on  Ihe  part  of  the 
liiends  ol  Am-rican  indusirv,  to  carry  out  this  cxhibi 
tion.  An  address  to  that  effect  accompanied  the  circu- 
lar. Every  clerk  in  ihe  employment  of  the  insiiiution, 
assisted  by  e.)me  of  the  truste.  s,  were  put  in  requisition 
lor  days,  in  closing  and  forwarding  these  circulars  to  all 
the  principal  operaiors  that  for  fifteen  \ears  had  coniri- 
buied  from  no  less  than  fifteen  slates  of  the  Union,  to 
tot  exiiihiiions  at  New  York.  Circulars  from  Washing- 
ton were  f  irwarded  and  posted  up  in  all  the  public  pla- 
ces by  agents  of  the  associaiion. 

"The  irustees  soon  discovered  that  many  hundieds,  if 
noi  thousands  of  ingenious  manufacturers,  artisans, 
handicraftsmen,  with  small  means,  could  noi  oiicoun- 
ler  the  requisne  expen.se  and  risk  of  damage  to  their  va- 
Inable  commodities,  unless  they  could  ao  themselves  and 
lake  them  siong  at  a  small  expense.  The  project  of  a 
tree  steamer  was  therefiire  proposed,  and  a  committee 
dispalcherl  in  quest  of  one.  They  soon  returned  and 
reported  that  the  Mohogan,  a  la rire  strong  ocean  stea- 
mer, could  be  chartered  for  «2,500,  to  go  and  return 
from  VVashingio.i,  and  coniiiiue  there  ei^ht  days,  tak- 
ing full  freight  with  passengers.  Having  adopted  the 
policy  of  annually  anticipating  their  whole  income  as 
near  as  discretion  would  warrant,  in  snstainin"  their 
I'armer's  Club,  rcposiiorv  and  daily  e.\liibi  ion  of  ma- 
chines and  models,  library,  and  leciun  s.  all  Irpe:  prn- 
cunng  a  place  for  their  annual  exhibi  lon'at  a  cost  in- 
clnilioo  fiiiincr  up,  liahting,  &c.  about  .*3,0o0  per  aniium, 
he.si.les  preniiiim-,  which  lor  a  series  of  years  have  ex- 
ceeded that  ol  all  and  every  other  insiiiution  in  the  state 
--It  was  apparent,  without  vinlatins  iheir  promi.ses  to 
Ihe  public,  and  absolulely  jeopardizing  their  credit, 
character,  and  exi-tence,  they  could  not  eiic  lunier  the 
r(,-jiiired  expenditure.  Anoiher  special  meeling  was 
called  and  an  appeal  made  ihcouiih  the  public  papers  to 
patriotic  individuals— 1,1  our  merchants  particulirly,  dea- 
lers 111  American  fabrics,  fuciors,  agents,  &c.  of  the 
manufactures,  to  a  class  of  men  whose  sales  of  domes- 
tic goods  cannot  be  less  ih.in  fifiy  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum,  on  which  commissions  or  profits  are  charged. 

In  addition  to  this,  twenty  five  circulars  wiih  subscrip- 
tions Here  written  and  sent  to  such  houses  and  indivi- 
duals most  likely  from  their  condition   and  character  lo 


effect  this  object,  siaiing  the  circnmsianccs  ot  the  msii- 
luie.  and  requesting  them  at  a  day  named  to  return  the 
enhscription  Willi  such  amounts  as  they  would  coniri- 
hute,  or  would  procure  lo  be  coninhnted.  Not  a  dollar 
was  subscribed  thai  ever  came  lo  the  knowleds-'e  of  the 
trustees.  The  an.swer  of  some  was  that  the  object  was 
Ingiily  important,  &.C.,  but  that  they  hud  no  money  to 
give,  nor  time  locall  on  oihera.  It  was  sia'ed  ihal  for 
ao  great  and  g.jod  an  object  there  were  enough  to  give 
if  they  were  only  wailed  upon— that  the  trustees  ohould 
wait  upon  them  in  person.  A  committee  was  appointed 
Tj      ,  ?"a  personally  waited  on  a  number  bui  did  not  .succeed 

A  r  no.  rf.  in  even  procuring  a  single  fub>cnntion  Dim.  r  lo  be  head. 

A  specimen  of  gnnah  or  cotlon  cloth  from  Calcutia.    ed,  bin  were  promised  some  five  ir  six  h nn,  red  di^br, 

sold  plain  for  26  cents  per  yard,  36  inches  wide,  and  was  I   \ficr  not  less  ihan  three  aitempts  b%Tr  ni  nor  ioni 

ardlo'u-t  ^ii  .^•'"''  ^-'""-  ^"^  ""'"  '■-  ''  -'-  ""  i  t'.';,  ^'""ir'^ll -i'' 7"'  rcluc,a^nt.ylrv"h];af;r:C' 

[It  v^ul4  «o,  fe  worth  6  centt  ,«».]  i  blamer-    ^"   '"  ^"""^^ 


jciantly  and  wiih  nam  aba 
the  American   Inetiiuie 
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The  Tariff  —By  a  vote  taken  in  the  house  of 
reprrscnlalives  on  '.Vednesday  la»t,  ye;i5  101 .  nays 
C9  it  was  fletermined  lliat  debate  upon  the  anli-pro- 
tec'tive  laritr  bill  should  terminate  at  2  o'clock  on 
Thursday  next,  the  2 1  of  July,  at  which  hour  voting 
Ihereon  should  commence.  The  bill  has  been  debated 
by  some  of  the  best  speakers  on  each  side,  this  week. 
SuHicent  argument  will  be  exhausted  by  the  time 
specified.  In  fact  we  have  hud  so  much  of  >vhat 
oui'ht  to  be  regarded  as  demonstration,  that  all  that 
can  be  said,  can  hardly  be  cspected  to  change  a  sin- 
gle vote.  We  must  now  await  the  result,  uhatever 
it  may  be. 

Mexican  Wae  -t"l«(.  The  Fashion,  landed  the 
trooi  s  In.iM  N.  Orleans  ai  Brazos  St.  JaRO,  all  well, 
aid  left  there  on  the  14U,  insiant.  1  he  eaptam 
thii.ks  the  distance  can  ea,ily  I  e  performed  from  N. 
Orleans  to  that  port  in  GO  hours.  Just  before  eav- 
inir  a  renorl  reached  B.  azos,  that  Rienosa  and  Ca 
;;;L'o  had  boU,  sun  endued  to  Col.  Wilson  without 
resisVance;  Gen.  Taylor  was  only  waiting  ^"''*''^"% 
no.  ts  lo  p.i.h  on  and  j  ..n  the  advance  corps^  Most  of 
The  reculars  are  on  the  right  of  the  ri>er;  C^pi.  De- 
sha and  Ihe    Washington  and   Jackson    regiments  ol 

La   on  tie  left.  „     ,      .         ,  t      ■      ii 

The  Alabama  companies  Si.  Louis  and  Lnui-ville 
Lesions  are  at  Braz.s  1-land  Cul.  D.kiii's.  Pey- 
ton's, Davisis',  and  Fealherslon's  regiments  of  Louis- 
iana volonUers  are  at  Brazos. 

Gov  Henderson,  at  the  bead  of  about  one  thou 
Band  lexan  truups,  reached  the  banks  of  the  Riu 
Giandeonthe  lUih  inst.  Seventeen  warriors  of 
tlie  Tonkaway  tube  of  the  Iniliaiis  accompanied  the 
Texans  Tne  sij;hl  of  these  Indians  created  much 
alarm  to  the  mhaliitants  of  Malamoros  and  its  vicin- 
ilj.ts  they  fear  thai  Gen.  Taylor  willlel  them 
loose  upon  them. 

Emigratiom  to  Oregon By  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, the  Argus  has  received  the  following  interest- 
ing letter: ff'cilon  May   18,   1846. 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  Oregon  Camps  above 
this,  wliich  I  visited  to  inform  myself  concerning  the 
emigration  to  the  Pacific.  The  party  in  front,  must 
at  this  date,  be  nearly  300  miles  from  this  frontier.— 
In  fact,  they  are  strung  along  liie  road  from  the  Iowa 
village  to  the  Paronees,  on  the  Nebraska.  1  have  been 
a  week  over  with  the  lowas  and  Saucs,  from  whose 
villages  tliey  start  on  the  great  Prairies.  They  have 
left  this  season  well  provided  with  everything,  except 
Pilots.  But  without  any  organization.  The  conse- 
quence of  which,  I  fear,  will  be  that  the  Pawnees,  Si- 
oux and  other  wild  Indians  of  the  Prairies,  will  not 
only  rob,  but  kill  many  of  them  off,  as  they  find  them 
in  small  parties.  The  next  news  we  have  from  them, 
I  fear,  will  be  that  some  disaster  of  this  kind  has  appen- 
ed-  They  are  all  on  the  plains  except  40  wagons, 
which  I  left  at  St.  Joseph  to  cross  to-day  and  to-mor- 
row They  will  go  together,  and  I  tliink  will  be  strong 
enough.  Two  hundred  and  sixteen  wagons,  exclusive 
of  these  have  left  the  Iowa  agency  and  mouth  of  the 
Nishnebotina,  making  altogetliei-  356  wagons-_each 
wagon  has  in  general  4  yoke  of  oxen,  which  added  to 
the  loose  stock,  would  make  2000  head  of  cattle  ta'K- 
en  The  number  of  souls  could  not  be  ascertained, 
hut  it  will  average  about  .5  to  a  wagon,  which  would 
eive  about  1300,  which  added  to  those  who  leave  In- 
dependence, would  make  about  2000  souls  going  out 
from  this  frontier  to  the  Pacific,  well  provided  with 
arms  and  necessaries.  They  could  muster,  I  should 
think,  when  together,  800  able  bodied  men  of  reso- 
lute spirits. 

On  yesterday  I  for  Ihe  first  time,  heard  the  news 
from  Mexico,  it  did  not  surprise  me  though  in  the  least 
but  1  wish  an  express  could  be  sent  to  overtake  the 
emigrants  after  Congress  has  acted,  and  authorise  them 
to  make  the  conquest  of  California.  They  could  and 
would  do  it,  and  1  take  if  for  granted  our  Government 
■will  declare  war — all  they  want  is  a  chance. 

VincmiA — The  Annual  Ei.EninN — The  Rich- 
mond Knipiirer  of  Ihc  Hlh  ult.  furnished  a  list  of  ths 
Senators  and  Delegates  elected  to  the  next  legislature, 
from  which  wc  learn,  that  the  following  will  be  the 
state  of  parties. 

"Demociata."  Whigs. 

Senate,  20  12 

House  of  Delegates,  72  60 


Majority  on  joint  ballot,  20. 


02 


72 


Indiana.— S(o/e  Debt.     The  last  steamship  brought 

nut  the  decision  of  the  English  holders  of  Indiana 
loan.",  upon  Ihe  law  of  the  last  legislature  of  that 
vialp.  The  Journal  of  Commerce  'ay^  that  the  de- 
cision was  unanimous,  to  ih.-  efiect  that  it  will  be  for 
Ihe  iiiieren  of  the  bondholders  lo  concur  in  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  act  passed  last  winter  by 
the  Irgifilature,  or  the  adjustment  of  the  public  debt 
of  Indiana,  by  the  payment  of  the  nioiely  ol  the 
principal  and'  interest  by  taxation,  and  the  other 
moiety  by  the  property  and  lolls  of  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  canal  from  the  stale  line  of  the  Ohio  ri- 
ver,— such  propi-rty  to  be  assigned  to  ihree  Irns- 
Ices,  and  Ihe  state  to  be  freed  from  responsibilit; 
on  that  portion  of  the  debt  and  interest  so  lo  be  se- 
cured. 

Mr.  Butler,  who  acted  as  the  ajentof  the  loanhold- 
crs  before  the  Indiana  legislature,  is  requested  to  ap- 
ply to  the  bondholders  resident  in  Ihp  U  States,  for 
their  co-operalion  with  Ihe  hondholdeis  in  E'lrope, 
in  carrying  out  the  arrangement  upon  the  principle 
above  slated. 

Illinois — Mormon  troubles,  continue  to  distract 
some  of  the  fairest  portions  of  this  slate,  A  con,i- 
derahle  number  of  the  sect  still  continue  at  Nauvoo 
and  in  ils  viciniiy — many  of  Ihem  without  means  to 
gel  away,  other.-,  anxious  to  remain  and  mix  as  citi- 
zens in  the  community,  &c.  The  period  has  trans 
pired  by  which  lliey  nere  to  vacate,  and  Ihe  anil- 
Mormons  have  assembled  over  a  thousand  men  in 
arms,  determined  lo  drive  them  oiil  or  extirpate 
them.  Serious  apprehensions  were  enertained  ihat 
the  Temple  would  he  blown  up,  as  that  expedient 
was  thought  to  be  the  only  one  by  which  the  phena- 
lic  adhesion  to  Ihe  spot  c>uM  be  elf,  dually  broke 
off.  At  our  last  dales  f/ur  or  five  hundred  men  were 
under  arms,  at  Nauvoo  fur  the  protection  of  the 
.Vlormons  from  Ihreatcned  violence. 

Those  who  have,  or  pretend  lo  have  purchased 
properly  in  and  about  Nauvoo,  and  settled  there, 
say  5  or  600  in  number,  appear  determined  to  defend 
the  place  lo  the  la-l  extremiiy.  They  call  loudly 
lor  the  aid  of  all  well  disposed  people,  and  of  the 
stale  authorities  lo  aid  and  protect  Ihem. 

Iowa- — The  youngest  of  the  sisterhood  of  our  re- 
publican family,  being  desirous  of  •'coming  out,"  is 
hard  to  please  in  the  matter  of  outfit.  She  decided- 
ly refilled  an  invitation  last  year  because,  in  her 
opinion,  she  could  not  uiake  her  entry  in  a  manner 
due  to  her  station  and  sufficiently  impo«in;.  The 
boundaries  of  her  lands  involve  the  whole  difficulty; 
and  she  refuses  to  make  her  appearance  in  society 
unlil  her  guardian,  familiarly  known  as  Uncle  Sam, 
shall  consent  lo  yield  up  to  her  the  .wliole  esiate 
which  she  claims.  The  old  gentlemnn  being  go(jd 
naliired  and  easily  imposed  upon  by  his  oivii  liou-e- 
hold,  it  is  altogelher  likely  that  the  young  pel  will 
have  her  own  way  in  the  end. 

The  act  of  last  session  provided  for  the  admission 
of  Iowa  with  the  following  boundaries.  The  .Mis- 
sissippi river  from  the  mouth  of  Ihe  Des  Moines  to 
a  line  at  or  about  the  latitude  of  forty-four  forty, 
thence  along  that  line  directly  westward  lo  a  piiiil 
some  two  hundred  milts  wesi  of  the  Mississippi,  then 
directly  southward  to  Ihe  Missouri  line,  and  along 
thai  line  eastward  lo  Ihe  place  of  beginning.  This 
gave  a  superficies  of  lerritoiy  of  aboot 36,500  square 
miles. 

The  Iowa  convention  in  defining  the  limits  of  Ihe 
future  slate,  named  the  Missouri  river  as  the  western 
boundary,  whcieas  the  acts  of  congress  fixed  ihe 
weslern  limits  nearly  one  hundred  miles  easl  of  that 
river;  and  Iowa  declined  lo  enter  the  Union  wilh 
Ihe  boundaries  assigned  her.  The  delegate  from  ihe 
territory  Mr  Dcd^e,  submitied  a  bill  last  winter  m 
accordance  w  lib  tiie  views  of  his  consuiuenls  which 
would  give  to  Iowa  an  area  of  nearly  fifty-eight  thou- 
sand miles.  The  lerrilorial  comniitiee  lo  whom  the 
bill  was  referred,  have  reported  m  I'avor  of  allowing 
Ihe  Missouri  as  the  weslern  boundaiy,  but  bringing 
down  the  northern  line,  so  as  logivc  lo  Iowa  an  area 
of  tiflj-t"  o  Ihoiisand  square  miles.  The  controversy 
which  has  been  lor  some  time  pending  between  Mis- 
souri and  Iowa,  relative  to  a  portion  of  disputed  Icr 
rilory  is  lo  be  selected  by  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  Slates. 

An  Extraohdinaut  Phenomenon  was  observed 
on  the  line  of  the  Eieclric  IVlegraph  between  Jersey 
City  and  Balliiuorc,  on  Thursday  aitcrnoon,  the  like 
of  which  was  never  known  lo  man.  Three  thunder 
storms,  each  some  Ihiriy  or  sixiy  miles  from  the 
other,  were  all  coming  easl  on  the  telegraph  route 
about  the  same  time,  and  every  discharge  of  elec- 
tricity from  cither,  was  duly  recorded  bij  Ihc  liglttning 
itsdl.  III  Ihe  lelcgrapnic  olhccsal  Jersey  City,  Pliila 
dclphia,  Wiliningloii,  or  Biliiiiiore.  The  wires  be 
came  iillujelUer  uummnagcable,  aod  the  operators 


being  obliged  to  withdraw  the  batteries  used  for 
writing,  the  visitor  from  Ihe  clouds  had  the  field  lo 
itself.  The  letters  of  Morse's  Tele!!;iaphic-  Alpha- 
hcl  which  this  natural  lightning  «ecmed  to  I).-  most 
partial  lo,  according  In  Ihe  New  York  Son,  were  L. 
and  T.,  but  occastcti;itly  it  e.  eitt  al  the  numerals,  and 
dashed  off  I's  50's  55's  500's  and  SOOO's  in  its  own 
rapid  style.  We  learn  thai  when  two  or  more  thun- 
der clouds  get  in  Ihe  same  viciniiy.  and  discharge 
their  electricity  al  each  other,  or  receive  Ihe  fluid 
from  the  earth  and  return  il  again,  or  when  ground 
lighlning  prevails,  Ihe  eB'ecl  on  the  telegraph  wires 
IS  1 1  produce  a  stran;^e  and  original  language  which 
may  yet  be  made  inltlligible.  In  fad  each  kind  of 
lighlning  speaks  for  itself  and  writes  what  it  says. 
[Phil.  J^orth  American. 

The  Vellow  Fever.— The  New  York  Mirrior  says 
dial  a  privaic  Ic'ier  Irom  an  officer  bel.inijin:;  to  Ihe 
.Mississippi,  si.-ius  iIkii  ib.p  ycll'uv  levi-r  hnd  n;j;ienred  at 
'he  Casile  ol  Si.  Juan  de  Ulloa  .Mlh  much  v.rrrenrc.— 
Many  of  ihesoldii  rs  were  down  w:ili  ii,  and  ihc  Brilisb 
and  French  vessels  of  war  had  tefi  ihe  port. 

Five  „l  iheciew  nf  ihe  Pori  L-on.  trim  Si.  Domingo 
died  during  her  passage,  and  three  more  are  do.vii  wnh 
llie  yellow  lever,    on  boar  I.  al  qiiaiai.tine,  N.  VurU. 

Detroit  , Michigan,  has  nowa  popu'a  o  .  esliini.t  d 
at  14  UUO. 

Slavehs-  The  brig  Malaga,  nf  Beverly,  arrived  at 
that  port  on  the  12, h,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  T.  T  Humer, 
o.'ihe  U  .S.  biia  Boxer,  haviiiir  beenseizsd  ai  K.ibMda, 
W.  Coast  of  Africa,  and  .«eni  in  for  irial  The  Milaoa 
sailidlrom  B-.sion  Nov.  20.h  1S45,  Ch.  J  Loveit.  mr.s- 
ler,  lor  R  o  Jai.eiio,  nnd  1  fi  ih.ii  p^.n  14th  Feliy,  for  the 
coasl  of  .Africa.  Her  otficer.s  and  crew  afier  an  exaini- 
iiaiion  in  iheU.  S  dun,  Boston,  on  Sut.rJay  and 
M<mday  last,  were  discharged. 

I.  M.  Ch.\TV,  iiHlicled  in  Ihe  U  S.  Court,  Charles'on 
S.  C.  for  belli!;  cnuaiicd  in  the  slave  trade,  has  received 
a  verdict  of  not  gudty. 

The  Seaso.v.— The  moo  h  of  June  so  far,  cool  and 
wti,  until  Ihe  present  week.  The  Crops  ol  w  heit  and 
Rye,  which  looked  splendi  I  at  the  comnieiicmcni  of 
the  month,  were  in  plices  atfecied  tiy  riisi  an  I  scab,  at 
the  evenijul  period  wiien  the  araiii  should  have  iiiaur- 
ed.  ll  is  believed  UMt  ihe  injury  has  noi  been  geneial; 
and  a  full  average  crop  of  those  grains  will  no  doub'  he 
harvesied.  In  our  retiioo  lar.ncrs  are  busy  haive-inig,- 
The  effeci  -osually  ex,  crienccd  from  wel  weaiher  ut 
ibis  season  of  ihe  year,  ihaiol  producing  diarrlioe  i,  and 
Clioleni,  we  have  noi  escaped  on  tins  occasion.  The 
cases  have  been  geiier.dly  of  a  mild  type- 

Crops  — On  the  shorts  of  ihe  Mediterranean.  A  des- 
pitch  received  al  ihe  .lepartoient  nf  -tile,  from  Ihe 
Isiatiou  of  the  United  Sales,  at  Conslanslvn  iple, 
daled  May  7lh,  lo46  says  — ■'!  lake  Ibis  oci  a-ioii  to 
remaik,  liiat  in  all  probability,  the  haivest  of  grain 
thruughoiil  Torkev  in  Europe,  and  the  northern  part 
of  Asia  Minor,  w"dl  in  con.eqience  of  the  w.  t  le-s 
of  the  season,  he  abuod  int.  Wherl  and  barley  are 
diminished  in  price,  and  Ihe  demand  lor  Eiii:land  has 
much  subsideu." 

SOUIH  AMERICA. 

Rio  Janeiro.  April  aSili,  lti4(i  — The  fear  of  war 
between  the  United  States  ami  England  on  tlie  Ore- 
gon qieslion  makes  our  lakers  unwilling  lo  receive 
bills  or  credits  from  Ihe  United  States,  and  it  equally 
alfecls  vessels  seeking  freights,  which  are  nominally 
60  els  per  bag  foi  coffee  to  Ihe  United  Slates.  Ex- 
ch.inge  IS  likely  to  co  up  considerably. 

MoNTK  Video.  The  European  allies  have  some 
tro-^ble  wiih  Iheir  Argentine  associates.  Gen.  Ri- 
vera since  his  arrival,  had  remained  on  board  a  Spa- 
nish corvette.  A  part  of  Ihe  soldiers  demanded  lliat 
he  stioiild  land.  The  English  and  French  ministers 
refused  to  accede  to  the  demand.  On  Ihe  2d  April, 
a  body  of  the  Basque  troops  atlai  ked  the  oUice 
of  the  Caplain  of  llie  Port  and  Resguardo,  iind 
entirely  destroyed  lioth,  not  leaving  even  a  windowr 
shutter.  All  the  donumenls  and  papers  were  either 
lorn  or  thrown  into  Ihe  river — tiie  Captain  of  Ihe 
Port,  Col.  Eslivao,  and  three  or  four  oHieers  were 
killed  in  ihe  atlack.  The  president  and  other  otliccr» 

of  the   govd lent   look  refuge  al  the  house  of  the 

English  minister.  The  ininisler  for  foreign  atfairJ 
resigned,  and  the  minister  of  war  escaped  on  board 
some  ve.-sel  as  well  as  Pacheco,  the  lale  cominaiiiler 
Ill-chief  Several  persons  were  killed  in  the  sireetl 
by  llie  black  soldiers,  who  par<ided  about  half  dronk. 
Sailors  were  next  morning  landed  from  llie  Euglisll 
men-of-war  lo  man  ll.e  guns  al  the  balleries,  and  IhB 
English  troops  and  marines  restored  order.  The 
custom  house  has  been  ch.sed  all  Ihe  lime.  .Ml  til* 
houses  of  the  foreign  agents  and  consuls  were  pro- 
tected by  guards  ol  marines  from  the  vessels  of  llieir 
difl'ereni  nations. 

Gen.  Rivera  landed  on  the  6th,  at  night,  ai.d,p*r- 
haps,  order  will  bo  now  reelouU. 
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with  liim.  This  vnin,  swell-lieddod  member  will]  an 
impudent  and  isnorant  cunueii — the  ninn  who  was  rea- 
dy lo  crawl  and  lick  the,  very  dust  raised  by  the  men 
ho  would  trend  upon   liini,  was  the  man  whij  had,  in 


What  an  eventful  era  have  been  these  seventy  years?    an  unheard  o(  manner,  and   most  indelicately,  arraign- 


What  motives  fjr  gratitude  to  high  Heaven  should  this 
day  swell  the  bosoms  of  twenty  millions  of  freemen!  — 
Silent  adoration  is  ilie  most  expressive  tribute, — and  who 
is  it,  amonaaiusall,  that  on  reviewing  the  past,  contem- 
plating the  present,  and  looking  to  the  probable  future, 
caa  restrain  the  graieful  impulse?  Language  is  feeble 
under  such  impressions. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  debate  upon  the  biil  reponeii  by  Mr.  McKay, 
has  been  continued  with  tireai  animation  in  tlie  liouse 
ol  representatives,  every  day  lor  the  last  week.  The 
one  hour  rule  was  contracted  at  last  to  hfieen  minutes, 
in  order  to  afibrd  an  opporiuniiy  for  mere  members  to 
be  heard  on  it.  t 

On  Tuesday,  a  great  sensaiion  was  produced  in  the 
house  by  a  speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Bai.NKERiioFr,  a 
leading  administration  member  ol  Oiiio,  who  announc- 
ed that  he  was  auihorized  to  say,  on  belulf  of  tlio  ad- 
mmistraiion  members  of  that  state,  that  tliev  were 
unanimou»ly  opposed  to  Mr.  McKay's  bill,  and  woidd 
not  vote  for  it.  He  attacked  the  course  of  the  adminis. 
tration  in  very  strong  and  plain  language,  and  liiat  of 
the  "organ'' at  Washington  especially.  He  asserted  that 
those  who  agreed  with  him  in  the  course  proposed, 
"could  defeat  the  bill  and  would  deleat  it"  Mr.  ii.  was 
opposed  to  taxing  tea  and  cofiee.  He  complained  bit- 
terly that  afier  declaring  that  Oregon  was  ours  of  right 
up  to  5-4°  iO\  the  government  had  come  down  below 
49°,  and  given  up  the  navi^alion  of  tne  Columbia. — 
*'Now,  we  must  pay  for  a  war  lor  southern  conquest, 
after  you  have  given  away  rniliions  upon  milliona  of 
acres  of  our  o^vn  lerriiory  at  the  north.  WiH  you  now 
ask  from  us  to  grant  you  a  ta.\  on  tea  and  codec?  And 
do  you  think  we  will  give  it?  No,  we  will  do  no  such 
thing.  I  said  at  ihe  beginning  that  I  rose  here  lo  have 
some  plain  talk.  And  now  I  ask  you,  suppose  yon 
strike  out  lea  and  coll'ee  from  your  bill,  what  then?  I 
have  always  stood  up  lor  a  revenue  tariff;  I  stand  for  it 
still.  I  will  go  neiiher  for  a  taiitf  for  protection  nor  for 
a  tariff  for  the  destruciion  of  revenue,  and  therefore  the 
next  question  is,  will  your  bill  raise  revenue  enough  for 
the  use  of  the  goverunical  without  tea  and  colfee.  The 
average  expenditure  of  tins  governnienl  has  been  shown 
to  be  nearly  twenty-six  millions  per  aniinm,  and  you 
have  brout^ht  us  a  bill  Wiiich,  waSioui  tea  and  cotlee. 
will  not  give  you  eighteen  millions.  I  am  under  no 
pledge  to  go  for  a  tariff  to  destroy  revenue,  and  especi- 
ally when  it  is  foreseen  and  is  so  intended  that  this  snail 
lead  to  a  permanent  tax  on  tea  and  cotiee. 

Mr.  B.  inlimaieJ  that  me  delegauon  with  which  he 
acted  would  vote  for  Mr.  Hungerford's  substitute  bill. — 
*'To  go  with  our  eyes  open,"  says  Mr.  Brinkerh"ff,  "and 
with  full  knowledge,  for  the  deslructiun  of  a  tariff  lehich 
does  yield  sufficient  revenue,  to  a  bill  which  begins  by  a 
deficu  of  three  or  four  millions,  we  cannot  do  ii;  and  we 
will  not  do  it," 

This  speech  led  to  numerous  others  from  various  sec- 
tions of  the  admiiiisiraiion  party,  very  litile  character- 
ised by  a  spurt  of  harmony. 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Va.,  Mr.  yiscEY,  of  Ala.,  Mr.  Wick, 
of  la.,  and  .Mr.  Stinton,  of  Tenn.,  came  out  warmly 
in  support  of  the  course  of  ihe  administration,  and  de- 
nounced this  disaffection  on  the  part  of  iiienibersof  the 
party  in  e.-<ceedingly  severe  and  often  very  personal 
terms.  Mr.  McDowell  and  Mr.  Fries,  both  of  Ohio, 
came  out  in  support  of  their  colleague. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  devoted  supporter 
of  the  president,  came  out  in  favor  of  sustaining  the 
tariff. 

"But,"  said  he,  "we  are  called  upon  as  a  party  to  re- 
peal the  tariff.  I'he  party  cry  is  raised.  And  the  Union 
IS  calling  on  the  democratic  party  here  to  come  up  to  the 
work.  We  have  had  lectures  upon  the  subject  mne  and 
again."  Here  he  read  some  extracts  from  the  Union, 
and  then  proceeded:  "As  an  American,  and  irusung  I 
have  an  American  heart,  I  disUke  to  sec  the  name  of 
Washington  in  such  an  associauon.  In  our  region  ol 
country  we  are  not  accustomed  lo  it.  1  will  not  ask 
where  the  ediior  gut  his  commission.  I  might  be  charg- 
ed with  quoling  irom  the  other  end  of  the  capitol.  But 
1  ask,  who  mounted  this  editor  «iih  lash  in  hand,  and 
free-trade  spurs  on  his  itccls  to  goad  our  ffanks,  and 
drive  U3  up  to  the  work  of  repeal?  1  believe  that  the 
newspaper  press  in  this  country  should  follow,  nut  lead, 
the  action  of  a  free  and  independent  people." 

Mr.  Rathbu.n,  of  New  York,  also  a  member  of  the 
party,  replied  to  several  of  those  who  had  spoken,  and 
in  allusion  to  Mr.  WtcK,  the  'Union"  states  that  he  made 
a  most  scathing  speech,  as  of  "a  low,  vulgar  pot-tiouse 
brawler,  and  one  who  was  fit  for  that  sphere  only. — 
This  man  had  deliberately  undertaken  to  whip  in  the 
members  of  the  democratic  paiiy  vthQ  did  nol  «OJieur 
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ed  others  for  nn  independent  expression  of  their  opin 
ion  Mr.  R.  hoped  the  members  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania. 
New  York,  represcnimg  iv\o  millions  of  people  in  one 
slate,  two  and  a  hall  millions  in  the  other,  and  three 
millions  ill  iheilurd,  would  niainiain  their  independence 
notwithstanding  all  llio  assaults  they  had  received.  He 
had  been  arraigned  for  going  upon  the  whig  side  of 
Ihe  house,  ami  holding  conversation  with  the  whigmem- 
her-^.  He  was  not  asliaincd  ol  this,  and  held  in  perfect 
loathing  and  conieinpi  the  man  who  would  thus  question 
bmi." 

The  "Union''  noticed  ihese  and  similar  assaults,  in 
their  ne.vt  numbers,  and  appeared  to  concede  that  the 
bill  under  discussion  nnisi  submit  to  material  modifica- 
tions, in  order  to  secure  iH  passage 

The  hour  li.xed  when  debale  is  lo  cease  upon  the  bill, 
and  for  voting  to  commence,  hasjusi  elapsed  as  we  are 
penning  this  paragraph-     We  may  perhaps    be  able  lo 
announce  the  resuli  before  our  paper  goes  to  press. 
It  is  an  eveniful  niuineiit. 

Later.  By  the  Telegraph  we  learn  that  the  seventy- 
third  speech  on  the  tariff  bill  lerminaied  the  debale,  and 
Mr.  .McKay  himself  led  the  way  proposing  amendments 
10  his  own  bill. 

The  duly  on  spirits  raised  from  75  lo  100  per  cent,  by 
a  vole  of  93  to  64. 

By  a  vole  of  S5  to  8S,  the  motion  to  place  wines  at  100 
per  ctnf  was  losl. 

The  fishing  bounties  are  repealed,  by  a  vole  of  i07 
to  69. 

Tea  and  coffee  exompled  from  duty,  by  a  vote  of  104 
10  60.  The  ihree  millions  of  dollars  which  the  treasur 
eis'  eetimaies  predicated  on  from  a  tax  on  ihese  two  uni- 
ties must  now  be  looked  for  elsewhere. 

Suit,  is  struck  out  of  the  biil  by  a  large  vole — and  that 
article  is  to  be  iniporied  free  of  duty  also.  This  makes 
anoilier  considerable  deficit. 

A  general  transposition  of  articles  enumerated  in  the 
bill,  Irom  one  schedule,  or  rate  of  duty,  to  very  different 
rates  is  going  on  m  committee,  as  we  close. 

'I'he  fate  of  the  bill  akogetner  uncertain.  An  entire 
new  schedule  was  formed,  embracing  a  long  list  of  arii- 
cles  with  a  rate  of  duty  at  40  per  cent  ad  valorem. 
No  debale  was  allowed  on  any  proposition  to  amend. 
It  is  expected  that  the  conimiliee  of  the  whole  would 
report  the  bill  lo  llie  house  on  the  3d,  as  amended.  Then 
would  come  the  test, — (fte  jeas  aird  noys,  al  every  step, 
bringing  up  members  to  a  strict  responsibility. 

Retrocession  of  Alexandria,  D.  C.  The  hill, 
giving  the  consent  o{  congress  to  the  retrocession  of 
Alexandria  to  the  state  of  Virginia  passed  the  senate  on 
the  1st  inst.  after  a  spirited  debale,  by  a  vote  of  ayes  32, 
nays  14.  The  bill  only  requires  the  president's  signa- 
lure  to  become  a  law.  A  vole  of  the  people  of  .Alexan- 
dria, (ciiy  and  county,)  and  the  action  of  the  Virginia 
legislature,  are  necepsary  to  consummate  the  object. 


NATINOAL   AFFAIRS. 


WAR    WITH    MEXICO. 

We  have  Brazos  St.  Jago  dates  to  the  20th,  brought 
to  New  Orleans  by  the  steamer  James  L.  Day. 

Col.  Edward  Featherston's  regiment,  took  up  their 
line  of  march  for  Burrita,  on  the  19th. 

Reinoso  was  laken  possession  of  bj  the  detach- 
ment under  Col.  Wilson,  without  opposition.  Ca- 
nales  published  an  order  a  few  days  before  Wilson 
reached  Keinosa,  calling  the  citizens  to  their  allegiance 
and  commanding  them  to  hold  no  commLinication 
with  the  Americans.  He,  it  is  believed,  was  in,  or 
near  the  town,  and  hod  expressed  himself  desirous 
of  having  a  "talk"  with  Wilson.  The  suppo^^ition 
is  that  his  band  is  within  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Reinosa,  and  should  an  opportunity  present  itself, 
would  co-operale  with  such  of  the  rancheros  as  might 
wish  to  dispute  the  progress  of  the  Colonel's  march. 
A  great  many  of  the  citizens  kcplaiootor  iiaj  qniueu 
the  place.  Col.  Wilson  encamped  in  the  public  square 
of  Reinoso,  on  the  11th,  thinking  it  impossible  to 
throw  up  fortificalioua.  The  place  was  nearly  de- 
serted. 

Captain  McCullough's  Rangers  started  out  on  the 
16lh  from  Watamoros,  with  12  day's  provisions  on  a 
spjiDg  expedition. 

A  Mexican  captain,  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the 
9lh,  died  at  Matamoros,  on  the  15th,  and  the  church 
bells  were  tolled  Ihroughoul  the  day.  Nearly  all 
of  the  prisoners  in  the  hospitals  have  recovered  or 
died  of  their  wounds.  Near  200  deserters  from  the 
enemy  have  arrived  here  amongst  their  iriends,  who 
Stale  that  many  others  are  oq  the  toad." 


It  is  said  that  Gen.  Arista  and  G«n-  .'Vmpiidialhave 
both  been  taken  to  iMexico  to  answer  for  the  lecent 
defeats  of  the  army,  or  Anipudia  Is  sent  for  to  sus- 
tain the  charges  against  Arista.  Alany  .VIeiicans 
believe  that  Arista  sold  his  army  to  the  Americans. 

Major  Gen.  Gaines.  A  court  of  Inquiry,  to  consist 
of  Brevet  Brig.  Gens.  II.  Cradyand  G.  M.  Brooke,  .nd 
Col.  .1.  Crane,  members,  and  Brevet  Capt.  J.  I'.  Lee.  ro- 
cnrder,  is  ordered  by  the  president  lu  asiemble  ai  Fort 
.Monroe,  on  the  ISih  of  July,  to  invesiigate  the  laie  con- 
duct of  Major  Gen.  Gaines,  in  colling  upon  governors 
of  stales  for  volunteers,  in  orjani/.ine  and  mintering 
certain  volunteers,  and  in  giving  orders  to  officers  sim'o 
ist  of  May,  1346,  for  subsistence,  stores,  &c..  and  for 
payment  to  certain  individuals  or  bodies  of  men,  &,c. 


MEXICO. 

Yucatan.  The  congress  of  Yucatan  have  de- 
clared independence,  and  no  longer  admit  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Mexican  government.  A  vessel  from 
thence  has  arrived  at  New  Orleans  under  the  na- 
tional flag  of  the  new  republic,  which  exhibits  three 
stars,  m  the  manner  of  our  Union  flag. 

The  design  of  the  Yucatancse  to  take  this  step, 
was  suspected  by  our  naval  officer  in  command  on 
the  Mexican  coast,  at  the  lime  ho  received  informa- 
tion of  the  declaration  of  war,  and  he  despatched  a 
sloop  of  war  to  commnnicale  with  Ihe  authorities,  at 
the  same  lime  exempting  their  coast  from  the  general 
blockade,  until  he  ascertained  the  facts. 

Il  will  be  recollected  that  the  Yucalanese  sent  a 
deputation  Iq  the  United  Slates,  asking  to  be  admit- 
ted into  Ihe  Union,  long  before  the  annexation  of 
Texas  -^i-as  proposed  at  all.  The  United  Slates  gov- 
ernment declined  to  recognize  the  commissioners. — 
A  war  ensued  between  Yucatan  and  Mexico,  which 
was  teiminaled,  after  the  defeat  of  a  Mexicanariny, 
by  a  treaty,  in  wnich  Yucatan  agreed  upon  certain 
conditions,  to  return  lo  their  aliegiance  to  .Mexico. 
They  now  assert  that  those  conditions  have  not  been 
fulfilled  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  and  once  more  they 
proclaim  independence. 

A  Revolution  in  the  Province  of  Jalisco,  com- 
menced on  the  20lh  May,  m  the  city  of  Guadalajara. 
The  battalion  of  Lagos,  followgd  by  other  bodies  of 
military  and  by  the  enthusiastic  populace,  attacked 
the  palace  of  the  governor.  The  assault  was  so 
prompt  that  the  defenders  had  scarcely  time  for  a 
single  discharge  of  artillery,  by  which  one  man  only 
was  killed  and  one  woundad.  Ths  cry  of  the  assail- 
ants was  "Long  live  the  Republic,  and  death  lo  a 
Foreign  Prince."  The  revolution  as  to  thai  depart- 
ment was  conclusive.  The  government  commander 
had  to  submit,  and  was  allowed  only  to  the  22d  to 
quit  with  his  forces  for  the  city  of  Mexico.  The 
6lh  article  of  the  treaty  dictated  by  the  revolution- 
ists, was  to  the  following  effect. 

"As  Gen.  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  had 
the  glory  of  founding  the  Republic,  and  whatever 
may  have  been  his  errors,  has  been  its  strongest  sup- 
port, in  spite  of  the  policy  of  Etirope  and  the  insti- 
gations of  some  perverse  Mexicans,  and  opposed 
himself  to  Ihe  usurpations  by  North  America;  the 
garrison  of  Jalisco  proclaims  the  said  general  as  the 
chief  of  the  grand  enterprise  for  which  this  plan  is 
entered  into." 


magnetic  telegraph. 
We  see  it  asserted  by  several  of  the  most  respect- 
able of  our  public  journals,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  are  anxious  for  the  general  governjjient  lo 
take  this  invaluable  improvement  as  a  national  con- 
cern,  and  regulate  it  somewhat  in  tlie  manner  that 

Uic  u,o.i=  o.,J   ^...1    rn„l»a  „rB  (-nnlrnlleit         VVhc,   Ihe 

invention  was  demonstrated  and  its  wonderful  capa- 
cities were  but  very  parlially  developed,  we  revolv- 
ed this  subject  over  in  mind  for  some  time,  whether 
it  would  be  best  for  the  people,  that  the  government 
should  have  a  monopoly  and  the  sole  conlrol  of  so 
powerful  an  engine  for  good  or  for  evil, — or  whether 
il  would  be  belter  that  its  advantages  should  be  open 
to  competition — general  use,  and  "free  trade."  Af- 
ter  no  little  reflection  we  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  though  the  progress  of  the  entcrprire  might  not 
be  so  rapid  at  first  and  many  diSicullies  would  have 
to  be  encountered  in  adjusting  such  lines  of  comoiu- 
nicalion  to  the  wanls  of  society,  if  left  lo  the  uocer 
laiDliea  of  mdiridual  effort  or  to  a^sgciaiious,  yet 
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upon  the  whole  when  adjusted,  communities  would 
be  better  served  and  their  interests  better  talien  care 
of,  if  in  their  own  keeping,  than  if  submitted  to  tlie 
control  of  the  government.  A  question  has  been 
mooted  lately  whether  mail  would  not  be  better 
managed  if  conducted  something  like  our  express 
Imes— a  late  interpolatian.  This  we  very  much 
doubt,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  country.  But 
the  objections  which  apply  to  that  case,  would  not 
so  strongly  apply  to  the  telegraph, — whilst  the  ad- 
Tantages  of  the  latter  can  be  so  readily  and  cheaply 
attained,  that  neither  the  government  power  nor  the 
government /iinds  are  indispensable  to  its  mainten- 
ance nor  to  its  regulation.  Why  then  should  the 
people  part  with  its  control.' — Why  make  a  govern 
menl  monopoly  of  it' 

That  the  interference  of  government  to  the  extent 
proposed,  is  not  indispensable  to  the  ultimate  suc- 
cess of  the  intercommunications  which  the  invention 
is  susceptible  of  effecting,  is  tolerably  well  establish- 
ed by  the  progress  effected  within  the  few  months 
that  have  elapsed  since  the  enterprize  was  started. 
Difficulties  and  delays  are  inevitable  incidents  in  un- 
dertaking any  novelty  like  this.  They  have  been 
partially  surmounted.  Public  impatience  has  hardly 
been  just  to  the  indefatigable  and  enterprizing  indi- 
viduals who  have  been  engaged  in  the  task — some 
people  appeared  to  think  that  all  was  known  and  no- 
thing remained  to  be  learned  in  relation  to  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  the  magnetic  telegraph.  On  the 
contrary,  much  as  yet  is  mere  experiment,  as  to  the 
details  of  the  system — and  yet  see  what  has  been 
done  already. 

TELEGRAPH  LINES.  Miles. 

New  York  to  Boston,  complete  265 

Jersey  city  to  Washington,    do.  250 

Albany  to  Rochester,             do.  250 

Rochester  to  Buffalo,  to  be  complete  in  10  days  100 
New  York  to  Albany,  via  Poughkeepsie,  Troy, 

&c.,  to  be  completed  July  15  173 

Troy  to  Saratoga,  to  be  complete  July  10  33 

Oswego  to  Syracuse,  complete  38 

Lockport  to  Buffalo,        do.  26 

Ithica  to  Auburn,  to  be  completed  July  4  45 

Boston  to  Lowell,  complete  25 

Boston  to  Portland,  to  be  completed  in  60  days  100 

Philadelphia  to  Harrisburg,  complete  '  98 

Total  1403 

Several  other  lines  are  about  being  immediately 
put  in  contracts.  One  of  these  will  connect  with 
Montreal  or  St.  John's.  One  will  probably  bo  con- 
structed, connecting  Springfield  with  Albany  or 
Troy. 


A    PLEA    FOR    PEACE. 


Amongst  the  incidents  of  the  day  in  which  we  live, 
the  organization  of  a  Peace  Society,  enibiacing  philan- 
thropists of  many  nations  and  Christian  members  of 
many  denominations,  is  a  remarkable  incident.  Tlieir 
ramifications  have  extended  into  associations  throughout 
several  countries.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  good  may  come 

of  so  humane  an  object.    Such  certainly  should  be  tlie ,  ■        ,-  ^        ■  =  

influence  of  concentrated  ettorls  from  such  a  body  of  <l"itou3  spirit  ot  war.    Great  is  the  responsibility  of  wo- 
most  of  whom  are  individually  respectable,  some    "^"i  i"  relation  to  this  subject.    The  false  love  ol  glory, 


Great  Britain  and  America,  the  subject  was  introduced  j  forward  the  response — the  whole  matter  being  under 
in  one  or  more  ot  their  reeular  meetings,  and  measures  the  c.Tre  of  Elihu  Burritt,  the  "learned  blacksmith," 
were  proposed  for  an  appeni  In  the  fricnrls  of  peace  in  whose  praisonorrliy  efforts  in  the  cause  of  peace,  eniille 
iwih  couniriGs  to  endeavor  to  avert  so  awful  an  pvil.         him  to  the  kindly  re2ards  of  evr-ry  friend  uf  liui.ianiiy. 

The  movement  reflects  infinite  credit  upon  our  mothers. 

wives,  and  daughters.* 


*Oiie  of  the  female  meetings,  that  at  Exeter 

lous  town  near  the  centre  of  England,  understanding 

that  the  subject  was  agitated   in  meeting  of  the  males, 

proposed  to  associate  in  the  labor  of  love.     After  some 

consideration,  the  men's  meeting  declined  the  offer,  as 

deeming  the  subject  more  immedfately  belonging  to  their 

sex. 

With  this  conclusion,  the  female  meeting  at  E.'ieter 
was  not  entirely  satisfied,  and  they  decided  to  originate 
a  movement  of  their  own,  and  to  execute  it  in  their  own 
characteristic  way. 

The  meeting  prepared  an  address  from  the  females 
cf  Exeter,  in  England,  to  the  females  of  Philadelphia, 
upon  the  subject.  We  had  a  copy  of  the  address,  and 
as  it  was  brief,  and  breathed  the  spirit  of  afi'ectionate 
regard  to  the  human  family,  we  intended  to  insert  it, 
but  it  has  been  mislaid  It  was  signed  by  1,623  women 
of  Exeter,  and  forwarded  by  one  of  the  steamers  that 
arrived  during  the  last  monlh. 

The  females  of  Philadelphia  have  promptly  responded 
to  this  movement  of  their  sisters  over  the  big  waters. 

A  large  meeting  assembled  in  consequence  of  the 
following  notice: 

"The  women  of  Philadelphia  are  particularly  invited 
to  a  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Franklin  Hall,  Sixth  St., 
below  Arch,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  the  17ih  instant, 
at  4  o'clock,  to  hear  and  reply  to  an  address  from  1,623 
women  of  Exeter,  England,  to  ihe  women  of  Philadel- 
phia, on  the  subject  of  peace.  As  this  is  a  subject  which 
appeals  to  the  highest  interests  of  mankind,  a  large  and 
general  attendance  is  requested. 
Mrs.  Sydney  Ann  Lewis,      Mrs.  Wm.  Morrison, 

"    J.  R.  Chandler,  Miss  Sarah  Piigli, 

"    Sarah  Tyndale,  "     Hannah  L.  Stickney, 

"    Lucrelia  Mott,  "    Susan  Grew, 

"    R.  V.  Massev,  "     Margaret  Jones, 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Bennett. 

In  conformity  to  the  above  call,  a  meeting  was  organ- 
ized by  electing  Mrs.  Sarah  Pugh,  president,  and  Mrs- 
Anne  D.  Morrison,  secretary. 

The  address  of  the  women  of  England  was  then  read 
and  received  with  demonstrations  of  much  satisfaction. 

The  following  address  was  then  read   by   Lucretia 
Mott,  and  adopted  in  answer: 
From  tfie  women  of  Philudelphiat  U.  S.  A.,  in  ariswer  io 

the  friendly  address  of  the  women  of  Exeter,  England, 

on  the  subject  of  peace. 

Dear  frie.mds  and  sisters:  Your  comniunicaiion  has 
met  wiih  a  cordial  reception  by  us.  Heartily  do  we  re- 
spond to  your  earnest  desire,  that  so  terrible  a  calamity 
as  war  between  your  country  and  ours,  may  never  come 
upon  us.  We  (eel  assured  that  the  fraternal  addresses, 
sent  by  thousands  of  English  men  and  women,  will  do 
much  to  avert  so  fearful  an  evil. 

We  rejoice  that  your  attention  has  been  awakened  to 
this  subject,  and  that  you  have  been  thus  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge the  bond  of  human  brotherhood — a  bond  far 
more  holy,  than  ihat  mistaken  patriotism  "which  would 
make  the  people  ol  two  nations  whose  interests  are  iden- 
tical, enemies  of  each  other,  thus  impeding  the  progress 
of  peace  and  good  will  to  man.'' 

We  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  women  to  look  with  an 
attentive  eye,  upon  the  great  events  which  are  transpi- 
ring around  them;  in  order   that,  with  an  enlightened 
judgment,  as  well  as  with  a  feeling  heart,  ihey  may  di- 
et the  force  of  their  moral  influence  against  the  in: 


highly  influential  in  communities  amongst  whom  they 
labor  and  with  die  go-.'ernment  under  which  they  live, 
especially  in  an  age  when  public  opinion  is  coming  into 
BO  much  sway,  and  cannot  well  be  disregarded. 

Another  movement,  not  less  striking,  and  perhaps 
more  practical  in  its  influences,  as  it  is  far  more  simple 
and  unpretending  in  its  measures,  and  apparently  better 
adopted  to  the  object  proposed,  has  grown  out  of  the 
late  apprehension  of  a  war  between  England  and  Ame- 
rica, and  which  deserves  to  be  recorded. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Society  of  Friends,  or  Qua- 
kers, have  been  pioneers  as  a  society  in  many  of  the 
most  benevolent  reforms  of  the  last  two  centuries.  They 
were  the  first  to  testify  against  the  African  slave  trade, 
ami  to  protest  against  their  members  holding  their  fel- 
low men  in  a  state  of  slavery, — the  first  to  move  in  the 
temperance  reform,  having  for  a  century  been  in  that 
respect,  a  temperance  society, — the  first  of  the  modern 
religious  sects  to  assert  the  principles  on  which  the  peace 
society,  above  referred  to,  is  predicated. 

We  mention  the  foregoing  fuels  merely  as  introduc- 
tory to  the  incident  which  follows. 

Another  kekorm,  for  which  the  Society  of  Frienrl^ 
ougtii  iv»  liu»o  ..i^Uit,  u,  f«,  -rvlii^U  Uicpf  snoutij  be  ac- 
countable, as  the  case  may  be,  is  thai  of  recognizing  to 
a  largo  extent,  the  equality  of  the  female  sex  witii  that  of 
inalcB,  in  departmonta  of  church,  as  well  in  social  rela- 
tions.   Feiimles  oro  allowed  to  preach  as  ministers  of 


The  province  of  the  female  in  this  transaction  is  cer- 
tainly far  more  appropriately  presented,  then  in  the  in- 
stance which  we  find  commended  in  the  following  pa- 
ragraph: 

"Among  the  toasts  offered  at  the  entertainment  wJiich 
was  given  at  Matamoros  by  Gen.  Taylor  to  ihe  com- 
mittee of  the  Louisiana  legislature,  was  the  following, 
by  Lieut.  Bragg,  ol  the  artillery: 

The  Heroine  of  Furt  Brown. 

In  offering  this  toast  he  said  that  "during  the  whole  of 
the  bombardment  the  wife  of  one  of  the  soldiers,  whose 
husband  v/as  ordered  with  the  army  to  Point  Isabel,  re- 
mained in  the  fort,  and  though  the  shot  and  shells  were 
constantly  flying  on  every  side,  she  disdained  to  seek 
shelter  in  the  bomb-pruofs,  but  labored  the  whole  lime 
cooking  and  taking  care  of  the  soldiers,  without  the 
least  regard  to  her  own  safety.  Her  bravery  was  the 
admiration  of  all  who  were  in  the  fort,  and  she  has  thus 
acquired  the  name  of  'The  Great  Western  '  " 
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Crowds  of  other  subjects  compelled  us  to  defer 
our  usual  brief  notices  of  Theological  affairs,  until 
they  have  accumulated  so  that  we  must  now  select 
from  the  great  mass,  and  abbreviate. 

An  act  has  been  passed  in  the  Canadian  parlia- 
ment for  the  removal  of  the  disabilities  under 
which  the  body  of  Christian  Unitarians  have  hith- 
erto labored. 

The  king  of  Prussia  has  given  orders  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  museum  in  Berlin,  to  be  specially  devoted 
to  the  collection  of  objects  which  have  belonged  to 
Luther  or  his  illustrious  disciples. 

Jerusalem  and  the  Jews. — The  nomination  to 
the  bishopric  of  Jerusalem,  belonging  alternately  to 
the  British  and  Prussian  governments,  the  king  of 
Prussia  has  filled  the  see  vacated  by  the  death  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Alexander,  by  the  Rev.  Moses  Belson,  a 
conrerted  Jew.  I\Ir.  Belson  was  orijjinally  a  jour- 
neyman saddler,  and  travelling  in  England  in  search 
of  experience  and  education  as  is  usual  among  the 
German  mechanics,  worked  for  a  time  at  Exeter, 
where  he  became  converted. 

The  Israelites  of  Malta  have  generously  supplied 
with  clothing  and  money,  a  young  American,  named 
Alexander  Hersey,  who  has  been  cured  of  insanity 
in  the  hospital  there. 

A  letter  from  Switzerland,  (April  28.)  published 
in  the  Washington  Union,  says:  "The  Jews  who  are 
very  much  opposed  in  some  of  the  German  slates, 
were  lately  called  upon  in  one  of  the  German  pa- 
pers to  emigrate  to  America,  where  they  could  en- 
joy the  same  privileges,  and  attain  the  same  distinc- 
tion as  other  citizens.  President  Polk  was  quoted 
as  an  example,  who,  as  it  was  asserted,  was  a 
"Jew,"  and  had  attained  the  highest  honors  in  Ame- 
rica." 


the  cruel  spirit  of  .revenge,  the  bloodthirsty  ambition 
swelling  the  breastof  the  soldier  in  the  battle  field— these 
are  often  but  the  ripened  harvest,  from  the  seed  sown 
by  his  mother's  hand,  when  in  his  childish  hours,  she 
gave  him  tiny  weapons,  and  taught  him  how  to  mimic 
war's  murdeious  game. 

Let  us  then,  dear  sisters,  be  unceasingly  faithful  in 
all  our  relations,  whether  of  the  social  circle,  or  the  more 
extended  sphere,  employing  the  mighty  influences  that 
cluster  around  the  doniestio  hearth  and  the  way-side, 

the  pen  and  the  press,  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  supe-  nnn.ti.nt  of  th,.  Np^  V,.rlf  Oinprvpr  1  is  <ii 
rioriiy  of  Christian  love  and  forgiveness,  over  tlie  law  of  P°"'^'=""''  "•»«  ^"'^  York  Observer,)  i,  sti 
physical  force. 

We  are  gratified  that  the  late  dilliculiies  between  our 
countries  are  in  progress  of  amicable  settlement — but  lei 

not  forget  that  we  have  other  brethren  entitled  to  ou 


The  Paris  Monileur  publishes  a  long  ordinance  es- 
tablishing a  Jewish  consistory  at  Algiers,  with  pro- 
vincial consistories  at  Oran  and  Conslanlina,  whose 
joint  authority  is  to  extend  to  all  the  Jews  in  Alge- 
ria. The  ordinance  also  decrees  the  creation  of 
schools  and  Salles  d'.\sile,  in  Algeria,  for  the  Jews 
of  both  sexes. 

Reformed  Germany,   (says  the   foreign  corres- 


I  males,  in  which  their  church  af- 


the  gospel,  and  llio  females  have  their  own  meetings 
psralc  from  llioao  of  the  mal 
fairs  are  conducted. 

There  luu  been,  novortheless,  a  ccrloiii  control  ox- 
«rcised  by  the  moles,  in  their  iiioetinga  over  that,  or  at 
leost  in  corrcspondeiico  with  the  meetings  of  Ihe  fo- 
Diales. 

The  earnest  cflorta  of  the  Friends'  Sucluiy  liiia  ever 
been  exerted  fur  iho  ptcveniion  ol  war,  and  tor  the  pro- 
■ervniion  or  resloraiion  of  peace  to  the  notions.  When 
it  wu«  pi;rceiv«il  ttiiidlicn  wm  danger  of  a  war  between 


sympathy,  urging  upon  us  the  duly  to  impress  upon  Ihe 
hearl  of  this  generation  ihe  idea  of  the  brotherhood  of 
the  race.  The  war  waged  by  your  government  against 
India,  and  that  by  ours  against  Mexico,  admonish  us 
that  it  is  now,  as  ever,  important  to  instil  the  principles 
of  justice,  mercy,  and  peace. 

Piir  vniir  wni-d  of  ^.oiineel  and  ohocr,  wc  thank  you; 
and  would  uniio  with  you  in  prayer,  that  the  kingdom  of 
our  Father  in  Heaven  may  come;  and  the  Gospel  of  His 
dear  .Son,  broalhing  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  I 
men,  may  extend  from  "sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  rivers 
to  Ihe  ends  of  liic  earth." 

After  adopiing  tlio  address,  a  comniiiico  was  appoint- 
ed  to  further  the  object,  and  in  lliecour.-io  of  a  few  davs 
3,.V25  signatures,  ol  which  the  editor  of  ihe  Philadcluliia 
Jmpi.trtr  lakes  occasum  to  aay:  "Wo  looked  over  the 
signatures  with  no  little  delight.  All  were  clearly  and 
disiiiictly  wriiten,  and  many  in  a  style  of  elegant  pen- 
munsbi)).  'I'ho  address  is  about  10  yards  Ion",  and  em- 
braces ai  Hhceta  of  foolscap.  The  Exetor  document 
was  signed  by  i,C23,  so  that  tho  response  conlains  more 
than  double  that  number  of  signatures.  Mr.  Peter,  the 
lirituh  consul  for  Piiiiiidelpliia,  has  kindly  eon3«nte«l  to 


ted  by  important  doctrinal  and  ecclesiastical  ques- 
tions. The  Friends  of  Light,  the  Pielisls,  the  men 
who  occupy  a  middle  ground  hold  debates  among 
themselves  which  draw  the  attention  of  men  of  the 
world.  Besides,  the  appearance  of  Rouge's  sect  in- 
crease tho  effervescence.  In  general,  the  Roforined 
churches  of  ibis  country  arc  dissatisfied  with  the 
constitution  of  the  church  and  the  forms  of  worship. 
In  these  circumstances,  the  king  of  Prussia  thought 
proper  to  introduce  changes  coiiforinod  to  tlie  wants 
of  llio  present  time.  But  not  wishing  to  act  alone, 
be  sent  an  invitation  to  various  Protestant  states  of 
Germany,  to  induce  them  to  appoint  delegatus  who 
should  hold  conference  at  Berlin.  This  call  was 
heard,  and  twenty  six  stales,  groat  and  small,  are 
now  represented  in  this  sort  of  Prolesiaiit  council. 
The  free  cities  of  Germany  and  the  dntchy  of  Ol- 
benburg  have  alone  refused  to  accept  the  invitation. 
The  first  conference  took  place  tho  5tli  of  January 
last,  Mr.  Eichhorn,  minister  uf  worship,  in  the  chair. 
The  members  of  this  congress  are  almost  all  distin- 
guished theologians  or  orators,  known  by  the  service  s 
they  have  rendered  to  the  cause  of  learning  and  piety. 
All  doctrinal  opinions  from  rigid  Calviniim  to  ratiou- 
alism  are  here  repcattd. 
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The  Augsburg  Confession  of  Faith  has  been  ac- 
cepleil  a'  the  fnimdatinn  of  the  conff'  i  "p",  bill  wilh 
the  coruiiiii,n  that  it  be  regariied  rj'.licr  as  a  j.ious 
testimony,  than  as  a  doctrinal  rule. 

The  sultana  and  ween  Victoria — A  singular 
letter  has  recently  been  addressed  by  Vaiide,  mother 
of  the  present  sultan  of  Turkey,  lo  queen  Victoria, 
of  England.  The  following  is  the  occasion: — Dr. 
Alillinger,  who  has  for  a  loni;  time  been  a  resident  of 
that  city,  and  who  was  lord  Byron's  physician  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  who  is   the  piivate  physician 

of  the  Eultaness,  has  three  children  living  in  lialy 

For  several  years  their  grandmother  lias  retained 
them  against  the  wishes  of  their  father,  and  has 
brought  them  up  to  the  Catholic  faith.  Dr.  Millin- 
ger,  notwithstanding  the  most  active  exertions,  has 
not  been  able  to  recover  his  children.  He  has  ad- 
dressed several  lutters  to  the  house  of  lords  as  well 
as  to  the  house  of  commons  for  aid,  but  all  in  vain. 
He  had  formed  a  resolution  to  repair  to  England  in 
person,  and  to  have  recourse  lo  the  most  energetic 
endeavors.  The  siillancss,  V'alidp,  on  account  of 
her  own  ill  health,  is  opposed  to  his  departure,  and 
in  order  to  determine  his  remaining,  she  has  herself 
addressed  this  letter  to  the  queen  of  England;  it  is 
written  by  the  sullaness  in  her  own  hand,  upi'U  the 
finest  satin  paper  with  a  richly  ornamented  margin; 
it  is  enclosed  in  a  velvet  bag  adorned  wilh  precious 
Etones. 

The    general     theological     seminary. The 

board  of  trustees  met  at  the  vestry,  St.  John's  cha- 
pel, New  York,  on  the  24th  June,  184G.  The  alien- 
donee  was  quite  large,  and  among  those  present  ex- 
officio, —  were  Bishops  Brownell,  Jlcade,  Hopkins, 
Doane,  De  Lancey,  Lee,  Heiishaw,  Easlburn,  and 
Chase.  A  deep  interest  no  doubt,  was  felt  as  lo  the 
proceedings  of  this  meeting.  A  circular  lelter  had 
been  addressed  to  the  trustees  prior  to  the  mealing, 
by  Bishop  Chase,  stating  that  the  students  at  the  se- 
minary  were  at  this  time  receiving  instruction  from 
a  suspended  bishop,  alluding  no  doubt  to  Bishop 
Onderdonk,  and  apprising  them  that  the  subject 
would  be  brought  up  for  consideration  at  the  nieet- 
iog.  On  the  board  organizing,  on  Wednesday,  a  se- 
ries of  resolutions  were  offered  by  Bishop  De  Lancey, 
of  western  New  York,  proposing  that  no  appoint- 
ments be  made  to  fill  existing  vacancies  in  the  facul- 
ty of  the  seminary;  and  further  that  measures  be 
adopted  tending  to  break  up  the  general  theological 
seminary,  and  lo  Listribule  the  funds  by  which  that 
institution  is  supported,  among  the  lespective  dioce- 
ses by  which  they  were  contributed.  The  resolu- 
tions were  ordered  to  be  printed,  'i  he  bishop  offer- 
ed the  resolutions  solely  on  his  own  responsibility; 
he  consulled  no  person  on  the  subject.  The  mea- 
sure he  does  not  advocate  on  any  ground  of  hostility 
to  the  institution,  or  to  the  manner  in  which  theolo- 
gical instruction  is  there  imparted;  but  on  the  ground 
that  it  long  has  been,  and  is  likely  to  continue  lo  be, 
"a  bone  of  contention"  in  the  church. 

The  JUascachuielts  diocesan  convention,  of  the  Pro- 
testant Episcopal  church,  have  appointed  a  commit- 
tee of  thirty  six  laymen  to  carry  out  the  design  of 
William  Appleton,  esc(. — to  wit:  the  establishment 
of  a  school  of  divinity  in  thai  diocese,  for  which 
purpose  he  has  contributed  $25,000. 


Protestant  Episcopal  church. — The  Jifly  eighlh 
annual  convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church 
was  recently  held  at  Baltimore. 

Prayer,  by  the  Rev.  John  T.  Hoff. 

Triennial  discourse,  by  the  b.shop  of  the  diocese. 

The  holy  communion,  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
Whitlingham,  Rev.  Dr.  Wyatt,  and  others. 

Forty  three  clergymen  entitled  lo  their  seats  an- 
swered to  their  names,  besides  a  number  of  lay  dele- 
gates. 

Dr.  Hervy  Colburn,  was  elected  secretary.  Rct. 
F.  A.  Baker  assistant  secretary,  but  as  the  latter 
could  not  serve,  Dr.  Francis  Doualdson  was  ap(>oint- 
ed. 

The  secretary  reported  to  the  convention  that  all 
the  records  of  the  convention,  up  to  the  year  1840, 
and  all  the  documents  up  to  ihe  year  1843  were  des- 
troyed by  fire  on  the  24th  of  January  last. 

A  resolution  that  the  vestry  of  Christ  church,  Ha- 
gerstown,  be  received  into  the  union  at  the  next 
convention,  was  proposed.  The  chair  pronounced  it 
to  be  out  of  order.  The  subject  came  up  on  a  mo- 
tion to  receive  Lewis  Spencer  as  a  lay  delegate  from 
that  church,  which  after  debate,  was  decided  in  the 
negative  by  a  large  majority.  The  debate  was  re- 
sumed on  the  resolution.  The  Rev.  H.  D.  V.  Johns, 
of  Baltimore,  and  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Lyman,  pastor  of 
the  church  in  question,  addressed  the  convention. — 
The  subject  was  disposed  of  by  adopting  a  resolu- 


linn,  that  if  said  church  would  abandon  their  appli- 
calinn,  organizi"  in  Hue  form,  ami  ma':e  regulur  ap- 
pliration,  such  application  would  be  duly  acccleu 
to. 

After  transacting  the  usual  business  the  conven- 
tion designated  St.  Paul's  church,  Baltimore,  as  the 
place  fur  the  nest  convention  to  assemble  at,  and 
adjourned. 

Grace  church — Protestant  Episcnjml — at  N.York. 
This  magnificent  building  jusl  completed  is  situatc-d 
at  that  point  in  Broadway,  north  of  Tenth  street, 
where  a  slight  bend  gives  an  opportunity  of  seeing  a 
prospective  view  of  the  church  for  a  distance  of 
nearly  two  miles,  and  its  lofty  spire  appears  to  ter- 
minate that  long  avenue,  now  composed  of  lofty 
houses  and  soon  to  be  lined  with  palaces.  The  ma- 
terial of  the  exterior  of  the  church  is  of  that  beauli 
ful  white  marble,  so  admirably  adapted  for  the  ex- 
hibition of  architectural  forms,  and  particularly  of 
the  rich  tracery  and  elaborati-  intricacies  of  the  st)le 
which  has  been  chosen  by  the  architect.  The  build- 
ing is  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  whose  longer  arm  is 
)44J  feet,  and  the  shorter  100  feet.  The  spire  is 
220  feet  in  height  to  the  top  of  the  cross.  The  ar 
chitecture  is  a  pure  and  tasteful  adaptation  of  the 
richest  description  of  that  known  as  Gothic — a  style 
designated  as  _/lii)ii6oi/an(,  but  little  known  to  the  ar- 
chitects of  England,  and  never  before  attempted  in 
tlie  United  States.  'I  he  interior  is  finished  in  the 
same  ta.te,  with  more  elaborate  ornaments,  and  is 
colored  to  resemble  the  stone  which  the  architects 
of  the  middle  ages  employed  in  preference,  and  of- 
ten procured  at  great  cost,  for  buildings  of  sulficient 
importance  to  warrant  the  expedition.  The  win- 
dows, divided  by  miillions  and  intricate  tracery,  are 
filled  throughout  wilh  either  glass  stained  in  the  fire 
or  colored  in  the  molten  liquid.  The  stained  glass  is 
the  workmanship  of  an  artist  who,  unfortunately  did 
not  live  lo  see  his  work  put  up,  and  who,  in  its  exe- 
cution, labored  for  a  reputation  he  was  not  permitted 
to  enjoy.  The  variety  of  patterns  exhibited  in  the 
glass  is  almost  endless;  and  although  the  church  it- 
self is  symmetric  in  form  beyond  the  demands  of 
the  style  of  architecture,  the  ornamental  parts  are  so 
varied  from  capital  to  capital  and  from  arch  lo  arch 
as  to  present,  with  the  glass,  a  subject  of  long  and 
careful  study. 

A  sale  of  pews  in  this  splendid  edifice  look  place 
a  short  time  since.  On  the  first  day,  150  out  of  212, 
in  the  church,  were  sold.  The  sum  of  premiums 
over  the  assessed  sale  of  the  pews,  being  seventeen 
llwnsand  nine  Imndred  and  ninety  five  dollars.  The 
highest  premium  paid  was  four  hundred  and  twenty 
five  dollars,  on  a  pew  assessed  at  gSOU;  the  next  Ihree 
hundred  and  (illy,  on  a  pew  rated  at  $900.  The 
lowest  premium  was  jj5,  on  a  pew  rated  at  §650. — 
The  purchasers  were  among  the  wealthiest  and 
most  respectable  of  citizens. 

The  Montreal  cathedral. — This  immense  struc- 
ture contains  1,363  pews,  and  is  capable  of  holding 
15,0U0  persons.  It  will  cost,  when  finished,  8600,'- 
000,  and  yet  some  parts  of  the  interior  give  little  ev- 
idence of  great  expense  or  superior  design.  Some 
of  the  pictures,  however,  are  truly  magnificent. — 
The  ascent  to  the  tower,  a  distance  of  214  feet,  is 
by  235  sleps. 

The  late  Catholic  cou.ncil. — The  Catholic  Her- 
ald slates,  that  at  the  last  provincial  council  held  in 
Baltimore  it  was  decreed  "that  the  next  council  will 
be  held  at  Baltimore,  on  the  fourth  Sunday  after 
Easter,  in  the  year  1849.  The  other  decrees  five 
only  in  number,  regard  the  administration  of  the  sa- 
craments, or  other  matters  of  ecclesiastical  discip- 
line. The  erection  of  four  new  sees  ia  in  contem- 
plation, but  only  two  new  bishops  are  to  be  created. 
Final  action  on  these  matters,  as  well  as  on  the  no. 
minations,  will  of  course,  be  deferred  until  the  as- 
sent of  the  holy  see  shall  have  been  obtained. 

We  have  kept  waiting  lo  find  roo.Ti  lo  insert,  until 
too  late,  an  account  of  ihe  opening  of  the  late  coun- 
cil at  the  cathedral,  the  procession  of  the  bishops, 
the  cplebraiion  of  the  mass,  the  splendid  music, 
commencing  with  "Mozart's  No.  12,"  followed  by 
"The  .lima  Fiigo,"  a  composition  of  the  highest  or- 
der of  Hummel,  sung  by  a  lady,  in  a  manner  seldom 
if  ever  surpassed,  and  at  vespers,  the  responsive 
chaunling  between  the  manly  chorus  of  prelates 
around  the  altar  and  the  choir,  was  of  the  highest 
order  of  church  music.  The  "Canlana  Domine," 
an  entire  new  piece  of  composition,  was  sung  by  an 
exquisite  female  voice,  wilh  a  power,  a  melody,  and 
tender  sweetness  that  enraptured  the  auditory,  as  it 
stole  through  the  "long  drawn  aisles  and  fretted 
vaults"  of  the  dim  cathedral  in  the  Sabbath  twilight. 
A  correspondent  of  one  of  the  Baltimore  papers  says: 
— "A  foreigner  of  distinction,  who  was  present  at 
several  coronations,  and,  for  twenty  five  years  past, 
bas  beeD  ia  th«  babit  of  altendiog  lb«  opera  ia  Lou- 


don and  Paris,  observed  to  us  after  the  ceremonial^ 
Ihnt  "in  splendor  of  cffci-t,  he  never  saw  the  ritual 
of  the  ali:ir,  ii'ii-  heinl  the  nrli-Iir  exeelli-n.:e  of  Iho 
music  surpassed,  in  any  cathediul  or  by  auv  singers 
in  the  old  world."  This  was  high  coinmendatlou — 
but  it  was  unquestionably  as  sincere  as  it  was  enthu- 
siastic." 

The  Jesuits. — The  Conslitulionnel,  publiihcaa  long 
account  of  the  past  and  present  stale  of  the  society  of 
the  Jesuits,  the  principal  part  of  whieh  it  lakes  from 
a  work  recently  published  at  I.,eipsic.  After  giving 
Ihe  early  history  of  the  Jesuits,  Uieir  decline  and 
their  reorganization,  it  informs  us  that  they  have 
now  fourteen  provinces,  (the  term  given  to  the  coun- 
ties or  cities  in  which  they  have  establishments,)  viz: 
Rome,  Sicily,  Naples,  Turin,  Spain,  Paris,  Lynns, 
Belgium,  England,  Ireland,  Austria,  Germany,  .Ma- 
ryhind,  and  the  INIissouri.  On  the  Ist  of  Januarv, 
1838.  they  had  in  these  provinces  173  establishmri  ts 
and  3,0G7  members;  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1841, 
they  had  211  establishments  and  4,565  members; 
and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1844,  233  ostabli-hinenla 
and  4,133  meii.bers,  having  thus,  in  six  years,  in- 
creased by  GU  eslablishments  and  1,066  members. — 
In  1844,  according  to  the  same  authority,  the  num- 
ber of  members  was  increased  to  5,52G.  In  conclu- 
ding its  statistical  details,  the  Conslitulionnel  says— 
"It  will  be  seen  that  the  success  of  the  company  of 
Josus  has  been  constant  during  late  years  in  all  the 
provinces.  It  has  everywhere  gained  t;rouiid;  it  has 
everywhere  extended  and  consolidated  its  empire; 
but  the  most  marked  progress  has  been  made  in  Pa- 
ris and  Lyons.  The  object  of  the  principal  efforts  of 
the  society  in  our  days  is  not  the  converaalion  of 
Pagans  and  Infidels;  it  has  not,  a.s  it  had  two  centu- 
ries ago,  more  than  two  thousand  missionaries  in  the 
Indies,  Japan,  and  America;  proselytisni  in  distant 
countries  is  now  only  a  commercial  speculation,  an 
affair  of  money.  The  society  for  the  propagation  of 
the  faith  paid  to  the  company  of  Jesus,  in  1844,  the 
sum  of  332,092f.  32o.  for  134  priests,  30  novices, 
and  61  brothers,  whom  the  society  had  devoted  to 
the  service  of  the  missions  among  the  Infidels." 

The  following  ia  the  account  given  of  the  Jesuit 
establishments  in  England  and  Ireland: 

"The  province  of  England  contained  140  Jesuits 
in  1841,  and  1G4  in  1844.  The  Jesuits  have  33  es- 
tablishments, houses,  colleges,  residences,  or  simple 
houses.  They  show  th3mselvea  more  openly  than  in- 
other  countries,  and  the  colleges  and  houses  are  gea^ 
crally  called  by  the  name  of  some  saint:  thus  they 
have  the  college  of  St.  Ignatius,  St.  Michael,  St. 
Stanislaus,  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  St.  Thomas  of 
Canterbury,  &c.  Their  principal  establishment  is 
tlie  college  of  Stonyburst,  in  Lancashire,  it  con- 
tains 20  priests,  26  novices,  and  14  brothers.  The 
province  of  England  has  20  missionaries  at  Calcutta. 
The  English  government  protects  them  as  much  as 
the  Protestant  missionaries,  and  even  assists  them  at 
the  present  moment  to  establish  a  new  college  spe- 
cially devoted  lo  China.  The  vice  province  of  Ire- 
land contained  63  Jesuits  in  1341,  and  73  in  1844. — 
They  possess  in  Ireland  the  colleges  of  Clongowes, 
Tullabeg,  and  Dublin.  lu  Dublia  they  have  recently 
formed  a  second  college. 

Re-comyersion  of  England. — The  Catholics  of 
France,  and  perhaps  elsewhere  on  the  continent,  are 
now  offering,  under  the  direction  or  advice  of  their 
bishops,  regular  prayers  for  the  re-conversion  of 
England  to  the  church  of  Rome.  The  following 
extract,  we  take  from  an  address  made  by  one  of 
the  archbishops  to  his  llock,  appealing  to  them  to  en- 
gage in  this  underlaking.  Their  prayers /or  England, 
are  in  fact  to  be  against  the  two  great  "pleagues"— 
free  examination,  and  private  judgment. 

Dear  Brethren:  We  had  already  anticipated  the  ap» 
peal  just  made  to  our  charity  by  our  brother  and  col- 
league in  the  episcopacy,  the  learued  bishop  of  Me- 
lipotacaus,  in  order  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  your 
prayers  for  England,  that  country  formerly  called 
the  "Isle  of  Saiuts"  where  such  numerous  monu- 
ments, and  so  many  peerless  relics  of  Catholicism, 
eloquently  proclaim  Ibc  glory  ohcd  upun  ii  by  ita  pi- 
ous institutions,  its  illustrious  prelates,  its  learned 
schools.  V/hen  recalling  to  your  memory  and  your 
zeal  the  apostolical  work  for  the  "propagation  of  the 
faith,"  how  could  we  have  ever  forgotten  such  an 
alHicled  portion  of  the  divine  vineyard,  so  well  guar- 
ded in  days  of  old  behind  the  stronghold  of  unity, 
but  now  alas!  a  prey  to  the  plague  of  free  examina- 
tion, of  private  judgment — those  two  offsprings  of 
the  sects  and  errors  which  infest  that  once  sanclilied 
land.  We  have,  therefore,  chosen  one  day  in  the 
week  to  unite  in  prayer  and  good  works,  that  we 
might  call  down  grace  and  light  upon  the  heads  of 
those  whom  we  consider  as  brethren  in  spite  of  their 
separation,  and  whom  we  shall  never,  cease  to  lore 
ipit«  of  tbeir  prejudices  agaiojt  U9. 
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COMMAND   OF    THE   ARMY. 


Congress  have  decided,  after  very  brief  discus- 
sion, some  knotty  points  in  relation  to  the  command 
of  the  armies,  and  to  the  appointment  of  officers  for 
the  volunteer  army. 

The  president  a  few  weeks  since,  gave  or  signified 
his  intention  to  give  the  command  of  the  army,  em- 
bracing both  the  regular  army  and  the  volunteer 
forces,  intended  to  operate  against  Mexico,  to  Major 
General  Scott,  as  senior  officer  of  the  United  States 
army.  Before  he  quit  the  capital  on  that  service,  a 
misunderstanding  occurred:  he  was  deprived  of  the 
command  and  retained  in  service  at  the  seal  of  go- 
Ternment. 

A  bill  within  the  same  brief  period  was  brought 
in,  and  after  warm  debate,  passed  into  a  law,  by 
congress,  which  authorises  the  president  at  the  close 
of  the  existing  war  with  Mexico  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  officers  which  the  stale  of  war  may  call  into 
iervice,  by  striking  from  the  roll  any  of  the  major 
generals,  so  as  to  leave  but  one  in  service  on  resto- 
ration of  peace.  We  know  not  whether  the  object 
contemplated  was,  or  was  not,  to  enable  the  govern- 
ment to  remove  either  General  Scott  or  General 
Gaines,  or  both  of  the  old  Generals,  Scott  and 
Gaines,  from  the  army,  but  certain  it  is  the  appre- 
hension that  such  will  be  the  result,  is  very  ge- 
neral. 

The  command  of  "the  Army  of  Occupation"  has 
been  confirmed  to  General  Taylor,— "Old  rougliand 
ready."  As  he  was  but  a  colonel  m  lineal  rank,  a 
brigade  general  only  by  brevet,  it  was  necessary  to 
promote  him,  or  other  officers  now  ordered  to  the 
Eio  Grande  would  have  outranked  him.  He  had 
■won  a  fair  title  to  promotion;  the  government  has 
promptly  awarded  it,  and  the  people  applaud  the 
measure.  General  Taylor  is  now  a  major  general 
in  the  United  States  regular  army, — and  in  com- 
mand of  the  forces  now  concentrated  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Rio  Grande. 

For  the  commaed  of  the  volunteer  forces,  the  law 
which  passed  congress  this  week,  and  dates  26lh  of 
June,  1846,  authorises  the  president  to  appoint  tsvo 
major  generals,  and  eight  brigade  generals. 

William  O.  Butler,  of  Kentucky,  was  nominat- 
ed and  has  been  confirmed  by  the  senate  as  a  major 
general  under  the  act. 

Gen'l.  Patterson,  of  Philadelphia,  ia  nominated 
Bi  the  other  major  general,  apd  will  nodoubt  be  also 
confirmed. 

Six  of  the  eight  brigadier  generals  authorised  by 
the  law,  have  been  nominated  to  the  senate. 

The  present  arrangements  in  relation  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  destined  for  the  invasion  of  Mex- 
ico we  understand  to  be,  that  General  Taylor  will 
move  with  one  division  from  the  Hio  Grande,  to- 
fvards  the  city  of  Mejico. 

Gen.  Wool  of  the  United  Stales  army,  in  com- 
mand of  the  division  ivhicb  is  now  mustering  in  the 
Eorthwest,  will  move  forthwith  upon  Upper  Cali- 
fornia. 

Col.  Kearney,  United  Slates  army,  will  command 
>  division  which  is  already  concentrating  at  Fort 
Leavenworth,  and  is  to  proceed  against  Santa  Fe. — 
We  may  as  well  throw  in  a  few  interesting  items 
at  to  this  service,  clipped  Irom  papers  just  received. 

Bent's  Fort.— The  St.  Louis  Rflpi.hli<-»n,  of 
3uno  asj,  r,!,;..  -Wo  loom  from  ilie  oflicers  of  the 
Bteamer  Archer,  that  Ihe  company  of  Messrs.  Bent 
and  Si.  Vrain,  comprising  about  fifty  wagons,  with 
nine  or  ten  lliousand  bufl'alu  rubes  arrived  at  Kansas 
landing  lust  Thursday,  from  Bonl's  Fort,  on  the  Ar- 
kansas, which  place  they  left  on  the  18lh  of  May 

Messrs.  licnl  and  St,  Vrain  were  to  leave  a  few  days 
alter,  and  it  was  expected  they  would  overtake  the 
company  long  befuie  it  got  in,  but  as  they  did  noldo 
BO,  il  is  learcd  some  accident  has  befallen  them,— 
They  had  no  intelligence  when  the  company  left  of 
the  Mexicans  being  on  the  march  to  lake  the  place 
and  the  reports  in  circulation  to  that  elTecl  are  be- 
lieved to  be  without  foundation." 

^For  other  itvms  leo  <'voluntver"  caption, 


TOPOGRAPHY    OF    MEXICO, 

Having  copied  into  our  last  number  from  the 
Washington  "Union,"  an  article  professing  to  give  a 
description  of  the  route,  and  which  was  higlilj  com- 
mended by  that  official,  it  is  proper  to  give  the  fol- 
lowing; comments  and  corrections  extracted  by  the 
New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  from  a  private  cor- 
respondence. 

[extract.] 

I  have  to-day  (June  17th)  read  a  publication  in  the 
{/iiion,  signed  .^/mi/,  purporting  to  be  a  topographi- 
cal description  of  the  country  between  Matamoros 
and  Monterey,  abounding  in  errors  as  regard  dis- 
tances, description  of  places,  population,  &c.,  &c. — 
I  know  the  writer,  Mr.  Leon  Almy,  very  well;  so 
does  Gen.  M.  He  is,  1  believe,  a  Rhode  Islander 
by  birth,  and  a  very  good  man  in  his  way;  but  either 
from  the  length  of  lime  he  has  been  absent  from 
.Mexico,  or  Irom  some  other  cause,  he  has  fallen  into 
great  errors,  but  which  cannot  mislead  Gen.  Taylor, 
if,  as  1  suppose,  he  will  cause  a  reconnoisance  to  be 
made  before  he  takes  up  his  line  of  march.  Be- 
sides, General  Taylor  has  with  hiin  Capt.  Walker, 
and  no  doubt  others  whose  knowledge  of  ttie  coun- 
try will  be  found  much  more  precise  and  correct 
ttian  the  information  of  Mr.  Almy.  1st.  As  regards 
distance,  he  makes  it  much  greater  to  Ueynosa  than 
is  correct,  and  much  less  from  Reynosa  to  Comargo 
than  the  fact  will  warrant.  Then  as  regards  subsis- 
tence— a  single  traveller  from  Matamoros  to  Comar- 
go, either  by  the  river  route,  called  "II  Camino  por 
las  Morias,"  or  "The  Roads  of  the  Wells" — on 
either  route,  I  repeat,  travellers  find  difficulty  in 
procuring  subsistence  or  water;  for  yourself,  a  suffi- 
ciency may  be  had  of  meat  and  tortillas,  (a  sort  of 
corn  cake  peculiar  to  Mexico,)  but  for  your  horse — 
1  have  had  to  ride  a  dozen  miles  and  enquire  at  a 
half  a  dozen  rancheros,  before  I  could  procure  feed 
for  my  horses,  and  that  in  the  month  of  November, 
when,  whatever  harvest  they  had,  was  but  just  ga- 
thered. Again,  he  speaks  of  towns  and  villages, 
wiLh  a  population  of  hundreds,  on  the  route,  whilst 
Vou  find  but  Reynosa  and  Camargo,  on  the  river, 
and  two  other  small  villages  on  the  road  after  you 
turn  west  from  the  river-^one  about  half  way  to 
Monterey,  the  other  within  three  leagues  of  Mon- 
terey. AH  his  other  towns  are  creatures  of  the 
fancy. 

1  think  there  appeared  in  some  newspaper,  a  few 
days  ago,  a  letter  from  one  of  a  party  despatched  by 
by  Gen.  Taylor  to  ascertain  wliere  Arista  had  halted 
and  in  that,  the  writer  stated  that  they  had  followed 
the  Mexican  army  about  60  miles  through  a  country 
destitute  of  provisions  and  water. 

This  is  correct,  and  any  army  marching  from  Ma- 
tamoros to  .Monterey,  must  rely  on  the  supplies  fur- 
nished from  lis  own  depots  on  Ihe  river  or  suffer. 

If  our  army  establishes  itself,  in  cantonments  in  or 
near  Monterey  during  the  rainy  season,  they  must 
still  rely  for  subsistence  on  their  own  stores,  or  for- 
age over  a  wide  extent  of  country,  with  the  hazard, 
at  the  same  time,  of  finding  the  provisions  of  the 
country  placed  beyond  their  reach.  Immediately 
around  Monterey,  and  as  far  as  the  Rinconada  on 
the  SaltiUo  road,  there  is  some  grain  raised,  but  no- 
thing like  a  supply  for  the  number  of  horses  follow- 
ing the  troops  now  in  the  field,  and  to  remain  sta- 
tionary for  one  month,  much  less  for  the  whole  pe- 
riod of  the  rainy  season.  One  at  all  acquainted 
with  that  country,  can  but  read  with  astonishment 
the  publications  which  we  see  put  forth  from  day  to 
day  in  our  newspapers,  with  all  the  apparent  con- 
fidence of  intimate  knowledge,  narrating  facts  as 
they  exist,  when,  in  truth,  they  are  mere  fancy 
sketches  that  any  one  might  pen,  with  equal  cor- 
rectness, who  had  never  been  beyond  the  corpora- 
tion limits  of  Philadelphia.  Such  things  are  cal- 
culated to  mislead  the  government,  and  induce 
il  to  withhold  supplies  absolutely  indispensable,  or 
to  suspect  the  commanding  officer  of  a  wasteful  ex- 
penditure of  Klores,  from  the  amouiil  of  his  requisi- 
tions. 

In  a  oampoign  agoinst  Mexico,  a  ponton  Irain  i* 
unnecessary,  because,  except  the  Rio  Grande,  there 
is  not  a  single  river  to  cross  of  any  size  after  you 
pass  Monterey  as  lar  as  Vera  Cruz,  and  but  two  sipall 
sireains  between  Comargo  and  Monterey,  which  are 
not  more  than  knee  deep  anJ  30  jaids  wide,  except 
during  the  rainy  season;  but  from  .Monterey  to  Vera 
Cruz,  on  the  route  through  San  Luis  Polosi,  and  to 
the  city  of  Mexico,  there  is  not  a  stream  but  you 
may  straddle  at  any  season,  except  El  Rio  San  Juan, 
(dry  in  the  dry  season,)  and  over  which  is  a  splendid 
stone  bridge." 

Mazati.an. — This  is  the  most  frequented  port  on 
the  western  coast  of  Mexico.  It  is  the  principal 
stopping  point  in  a  Toyage  frgm  Cbina,  by  way  of 


the  Sandwich  Islands  to  the  United  States  and  Eu 
rope.  Its  harbor  is  bad,  being  entirely  exposed  to 
Itie  winds  and  surges  of  the  Pacific,  and  is  unsafe 
for  shipping,  by  its  having  a  large  rock  immediately 
before  the  town,  upon  which  vessels  founder  in  time 
of  storms.  Mazatlan  contains  about  five  thousand 
inhabitants.  Acapuico,  on  the  contrary,  is  one  of 
the  finest  harbors  in  the  world,  being  as  it  were  ex- 
cavated by  art  out  of  a  vast  circuit  of  granite  rocks, 
which  shut  out  all  view  of  the  sea.  It  was  former- 
ly the  place  whence  the  rich  Spanish  galleons  took 
their  departure  for  Manilla;  but  il  is  now  sunk  into 
insignificance.     It  has  a  population  of  4,000. 

[^r.  0.  Bulletin. 

A    VISIT    TO    THE    BATTLE    FIELDS. 

A  correspondent  of  the  New  Orleans  Picayune, 
writing  from  Point  Isabel,  says; 

I  left  Matamoros  yesterday  morning  in  company 
with  Captains  Ramsay  and  Hardee  and  four  dra- 
goons, and  on  the  route  to  this  place  and  had  another 
view  of  the  two  battle  fields.  The  Resacca  de  la 
Palma  battle  ground  is  covered  with  graves  of  our 
fallen  countrymen,  who  fell,  many  of  them,  fighting 
hand  to  hand  with  the  enemy.  Terribly  were  they 
avenged,  however,  on  the  spot,  for  their  antagonists 
are  buried  around  them  by  hundreds.  I  was  shown 
one  grave,  near  where  the  brave  Cochrane  is  inter- 
red, in  which  some  eight  Mexicans  are  said  to  have 
been  placed,  and  there  are  many  more  which  con- 
lain  a  score  or  two  each  of  Ihe  slaughtered  foe. — 
The  grave  of  poor  Inge  was  pointed  out  to  me.  It 
is  near  where  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  was  post- 
ed. It  was  with  feelings  of  deep  sadness  that  I  re- 
called to  mind  the  many  virtues  of  this  gallant  and 
noble  hearted  officer.  He  had  left  a  young  wife  in 
Baltimore,  and  had  arrived  at  Point  Isabel  with  a 
body  of  recruits,  just  in  time  to  march  with  Gen. 
Taylor;  had  distinguished  himself  in  both  battles  by 
his  heroic  bearing,  and  fell  at  the  moment  when  that 
brilliant  victory,  to  which  he  contributed  so  largely, 
was  about  to  declare  itself  in  favor  of  our  arms.— 
Mexican  caps  and  remnants  of  clothing  are  scatter- 
ed here  and  there  over  the  battle  ground,  and  the 
whole  field  is  dotted  with  the  marks  of  the  enemy's 
camp  fires.  It  is  a  wild  looking  place,  and  so  advan- 
tageous was  the  position  of  the  enemy,  that  it  will 
ever  remain  a  wonder  to  me  thai  our  little  array  was 
not  entirely  cut  to  pieces  by  their  greatly  superior 
forces.  Over  a  great  portion  of  the  ground  on  which 
our  army  prepared  to  attack  them  the  thickets  are 
so  dense  that  a  dog  would  find  it  difficult  to  penetrate 
ihem.  The  men  actually  puslitd  each  other  through 
these  thickets,  and  were  divided  into  small  squads  of 
from  three  to  six. 

The  Palo  Alto  battle  field,  on  this  side,  near  the 
edge  of  the  chaparrals,  is  an  open  prairie,  quite  level, 
and  a  most  magnificent  place  for  the  ineeliug  of 
two  armies.  The  position  of  the  Mexican  line  was 
pointed  out  to  me,  and  we  rode  over  a  part  of  the 
field  where  the  battle  had  raged  the  hottest.  They 
are  represented  as  having  presented  a  very  warlike 
as  well  as  wild  and  picturesque  appearance  as  our 
troops  approached  them;  their  compact  lines  extend- 
ing from  an  elevated  point  of  chaparrals  on  their 
right,  about  a  mile;  their  left  extended  across  the 
road  near  its  entrance  to  Ihe  pass.  I  visiled  the  place 
where  some  of  Iheir  artillery  opened  upon  our  ar- 
my, and  against  which  our  18  pounders  were  for  a 
lime  directed.  Convincing  evidences  of  the  skill 
with  which  our  artillery  was  used  against  tliem  are 
still  perceptible  on  that  part  of  tlie  fielJ;  for  al- 
though they  were  permitted  to  bury  their  dead,  a.id 
aflerwards  returned  in  numbers  and  spent  consider- 
able lime  in  that  employment,  I  counted  some  thirty 
dead  bodies  stretched  out  as  they  fell,  in  that  imme- 
diate vicinity. 

Some  had  been  nearly  severed  in  two  by  cannon 
balls;  others  have  lost  a  part  of  the  head,  both  legs 
a  shoulder,  or  the  whole  stomach.  Of  many  of  them 
nothing  but  the  bones,  encased  in  uniform,  was  left; 
whilst  others  had  been  transformed  into  mummies, 
and  retained  the  expression  of  countenance  which 
their  death  agonies  stamped  upon  them.  One  man 
who  had  been  shot  between  the  hips  with  a  large  ball 
lay  doubled  up  as  he  fell,  with  his  hands  extended 
and  his  face  downward  between  his  knees.  Another, 
whose  shoulders  and  back  was  shut  away,  seemed  to 
have  died  in  the  act  of  uttering  a  cry  of  horror.  Dead 
hor!>cs  were  scattered  ahuut  in  every  direction,  and 
the  buzzards  and  wild  dogs  were  fatt»niiig  upon  the 
carrion. 

THE  BATTLES  OF  PALO  ALTO  ANU  RKSACA  DE  LA  PALMA. 

•  1  «  *  »  »  Ijut  now  the  eventful  iiiomeni  was 
drawing  nigh,  and  scarcely  had  we  entered  the  se- 
cond chaparral,  when  word  came  from  the  advance 
that  the  enemy  were  in  force  at  Resaca  de  la  Palma, 
and  within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  advance  guard, 
Orders  were  immediately  given  to  park  the  wagoaaij, 
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and  from  the  order  of  battle.  The  wagons  were 
placed  as  desijnated  in  the  map,  and  the  artillery 
brigade,  with  Duncan's  battery  left  to  protect  tliora. 
Capt.  Ker's  squadron  covering  the  extreme  rear. — 
The  3d,  4lh,  8lh,  and  5tli  infantry,  with  May's  squa- 
dron, were  posted  along  the  road,  within  the  chipir- 
ral.  Gen.  Taylor  then  ordered  Rid-jelv,  with  his 
battery,  to  for.vard  and  clear  the  way — CjptJ.  Me- 
Call  and  Smith  to  deploy  on  the  right  and  leTt,  as 
skinnislier!',  until  reniforoed  by  the  5lh  and  8lh. — 
Rid^ely  wailed  not  a  moment,  but  started  his  batte- 
ry at  full  speed,  determined  to  have  no  more  long 
taw  shooting,  but  lest  the  Mexican  metil  at  close 
quarters.  As  he  charged,  with  one  loud  shout  from 
his  men,  the  Mexicans  opened  their  artillery  and 
musketry  upon  him.  On  he  went,  until  he  halted 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  mii/.zle  of  the  ene- 
my's pieces  and  commenced  the  action.  Smith  and 
McCall  soon  deployed,  and   engaged  the  infantry. 

The  fire  from  the  Mexican  guns  was  awful.  The 
infantry  were  engaged  within  twenty  paces  of  Ridge- 
ly's  battery,  and  the  whole  fire  of  their  nine  pieces 
concentrated  on  his  battery.  The  first  shot  from  the 
Mexican  battery  knocked  over   one    man  and  three 


deep  debt  of  gratitude  for  their  unflinching  bra- 
very during  b  >th  days.  As  to  our  good  general 
and  his  intelligent  and  efficient,  staff,  too  much  can- 
not be  said — the  peals  of  approbation  are  heard 
from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and  the  page  of  history 
will  be  graced  through  time  with  the  namo  of  Tay- 


many  more   and  follow,  charged   into  the  bushes 
where  a  party    of  Mexicans   on   our  side  of  the  ra- 
vine, were  obstinately  disputing   inch    by   inch  with 
our   men,  and   after    placing   men    in    position,  we 
wheeled  to  ride  out  for  a  reinforcement,  when  seven 
Mexicans  jumped    from   behind    us,  and    within  ten  ^ 
paces   of  us,  and   fired,  as    we   charged    past   them  j 
without  doing  any  injury,  however   of  consequence. 
For   some    lime    the   cannonading    and    musketry,  | 
though  doing  tremendous  execution,  could  not  drive  i 
the   enemy,  but  at  last,  as   Iho    infantry   closed  the  I      .,        ^  i  iv  n    _  ii   r-h,.. 


_I,\M    OF    THE    MKXICAM   CAMPilON. 

A  late  number  of  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin  con- 


crossed  and  Ihe  sword  used.  ..  „  , 
dash  of  grape  and  round  shot  with  terrible  effect;  his 
Lieuts.  Shover,  Fremont,  and  French,  were  often 
engageil  in  carrying  ammunition  to  the  guns  and 
loading  them.  Just  here,  \A.  Dincan  came  up  with 
his  battery,  but  was  unible  to  bring  it  into  action  for 
some  time,  from  the  fact  that  there  was  no  room  to 
place  it  and  open  on  the  enemy  without  endangering 
our  own  infantry  in  front. 

The  enemy  again  wavered.     Gen.  Taylor  ordered 


horses  at  our  first  piece.  The  enemy  fired  too  high,  j  Captain  May  to  charge  their  battery,  and  on  he 
as  on  the  day  before.  The  5lh  and  8lh  infantry  soon  i  started;  but  on  reaching  the  point  of  tlie  road  where 
came  up,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  took  a  hand  |  he  would  liave  been  discovered  by  the  enemy,  he 
in  the  game — the  space  separating  the  two  lines  of  1  was  stopped  by  Ridgely,  who  told  him  that  the  ene- 
infaijlry  not  exceeding  twenty  paces.  Our  men  and  I  my  had  just  loaded  all  their  pieces,  and  if  he  charg- 
officers  seemed    particularly   determined   to   have  a  ]  ed  then,  he  would    be   swept   away.     "Stop,"  says 


close  hug  of  the  enemy,  and  so  cool  and  collected 
were  all  hands,  that  not  a  shot  was  thrown  away. — 
The  command  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other 
was,  not  to  fire  until  you  could  see  the  whites  of 
their  eyes. 

At  this  time  no  adequate  idea  can  be  had  of  the 
s/ioicfrs  of  grape,  canister,  and  round  shot  that  flew 
from  the  enemy's  batteries — it  was  a  perfect  hail- 
storm. Their  battery,  composed  of  nine  pieces, 
kept  up  an  incessant  roar,  whilst  Ridgely  gave  it  to 
them  at  the  r;ite  of  four  guns  per  minute  from  each 


Ridgely,  "until  I  draw  their  fire;"  when  he  delibe 
rately  fired  each  gun;  so  terrible  was  the  effect  of 
the  grape,  that  the  .Mexicans  poured  out  their  fire 
upon  bis  piece,  and  then  May  charged  like  a  bullet, 
drove  off  their  cannoneers,  took  La  Vega  prisoner, 
and  retreated,  flere  Lieutenant  Inge,  a  noble,  gal- 
lant soldier,  charged  at  the  head  of  the  squadron, 
was  killed  and  stripped.  Lieutenant  Sackett,  than 
whom  there  is  no  better  officer,  had  his  hoi-se  shot 
under  him,  and  was  pitched  head  foremost  into  the 
pond,  rose  again,  covered  with  mud   and  water,  and 


the  rate  o      our  guns  per  minute  Irom  each  i  "^       '    ,      rp,?    ,'  ,„  .„„„  .,,«-. ,-^.,1   von/  m.i^h      T  im 
T,,  ,1      "^      IT  .1    ■  ,     .■    1    escaped.     1  he  squadron  suttered  very  mucn.     t  am 

The   cannoneers   threw  off  iheir  roats,  tied  !.„„''„,„,..„  ,,..^„   f„,u  ,r.,ipr„l    t„   Rl,l.r»lv  for  his 


piece. 

their  suspenders  around  their  waists,  rolled  their 
sleeves  to  the  shoulder,  and  plied  tlie  match  unceas- 
ingly. For  twenty  minutes  the  battery,  supported 
by  the  5lh  and  3th,  bore  the  concentrated  fire  of  the 
enemy.  As  yet  the  enemy  budged  not  one  inch,  but 
soon  the  entering  wedge  was  placed;  the  5lh  and  8th, 


under  cover  of  our   battery,  tried    the  effect  of  cold  !  resolved  to  try  tlie   bayonet   again.     On  they  went, 


steel,  and  whenever  a  soldier  missed  the  Mex 
with  his  shot,  he  advanced — as  did  the  brave  Mex 
can — and  whoever  got  the  first  stab  at  the  other  ws 
the  lucky  man. 


and  piece  by  piece  fell  hefore  their  determined  bra 

very,  until  their  entire   battery  was  taken.     The  in 

fanlry  and  cannoniers  fought   hand  to  hand  between 

the  wheels.     Ridgely  and  Duncan  then  pushed  their 

,  ,   ,    r        .u-     .V.  J  t>j         batteries  across  the  ravine,  and  both  opened  on  the 

A  moment   before  this   the  enemy  pressed  Ridge-    retreating  enemy.     The   5lh,  8th,  3d,  and  4th,  were 

ly'sbatlery  very  hard;  the  infantry  covering  his  bat- ^„   across,  having   each   diven   ev«ry   thing  before 

tery,  m   deploying,  got   too   far   at   times   from   his  i  j|^^_^^l^^  ^^^jg^^^^i^g^^^j   j^e  whip  was  applied, 

pieces,  and  lell  them   exposed.     I  was  requested  by  |  ^„^  ,^„  t,,„,„  „„,  ^„„  „^,i„      The  .Sih  charsed  on 

the 

son... J. , „ 

eral  riding  along  as  though  nothing  was  going  on 
He  replied  to   the  message — "Oh,  never  mind!     He 
is  doing  very  well.     Let  him  alone — there  is  no  fear 
of  him."    I  returned  and   found   them  driving  the 
enemy. 

By  this  time  the  3d  and  4th  came  gallantly  on, 
deploying  on  the  right  and  left.  Then  came  the  hea- 
vy blows  that  kept  the  wedge  moving.  First  came 
a  round  from  the  battery,  then  a  blow  on  the  right 
from  the  5ih  and  3d,  and  then  one  from  the  left  by 
the  8th  and  4th;  and  so  it  was — the  word  was  "Push 
along — keep  moving!"  until  our  men  stood  on  the 
same  ground  that  had  been  held  by  their  infantry, 
and  which  was  then  covered  by  their  dead  and 
wounded. 

By  this  time  General  Taylor  was  up  in  the  front 
rank  of  the  fight,  with  Colonels  Mcintosh,  Payne, 
and  his   staff.     His  attention   was  riveted  on  Ridge- 


ith  intelligent  persons  who  had  recently  been  in 
Matamoros,  Monterey,  Satillo,  &c.  He  sets  out  with 
the  assumption  that  the  march  of  the  army  of  ob- 
servation ought  to  have  been  ovtr  instead  of  (o  the 
Rio  Grande,  fii  roulf  to  San  Louis  de  Polosi,  with 
the  view  to  the  liberation  of  the  Northern  Province* 
of  Mexico.  He  argues  that  "if  General  Taylor 
had  been  authorised  to  pass  the  Rio  Grando  with 
ten  thousand  men,  and  niareh  upon  Monterey  and 
Satillo,  he  would  have  been  hailed  as  the  liberator 
of  the  Xorthern  Provinces;  the  people  would  have 
thrown  off  the  yoke  of  military  despotism,  under 
which  they  have  so  long  suffered,  and  adopting  Iho 
institutions  of  the  United  States  as  a  model  for  their 
government,  would  have  rejoiced  in  a  new  political 
existence.  The  halt  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio 
Grande  afforded  an  opportunity  to  the  Mexican 
agents  and  priests  to  appeal  to  the  people  and  assure 
them  that  the  Americans  were  their  common  ena- 
my." 

The  author  of  the  article,  in  memoranda,  which 
he  has  appended,  states  that  the  Paredes  revolution 
was  extensively  a  military  one,  to  which  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  .Mexican  people  are  opposed — that  the 
Provinces  of  Tamaulipas,  New  Leon,  Coahuila.San 
Luis  de  Potosi,  Zecatecas,  and  Chihuahua,  are  espe- 
cially opposed  to  the  Paredes  movement,  and  only 
await  a  favorable  moment  to  declare  in  force  their 
opposition.  Gen.  Arista,  it  is  said,  desires  the  inde- 
pendence of  these  Provinces,  and  would  have  set  up 
Ihe  standard  of  revolt  some  months  since,  and  previ- 
ously to  the  Paredes  demonstration,  if  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  had  taken  a  strong  position  on  the 
Rio  Grande. 

The  writer  then  enters  on  his  plan  of  campaign,  m 
some  detail,  which  is  as  follows:  first  stating  that  the 
naval  operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  should  bo 
strictly  confined  to  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Mex- 
ico, and  the  possession  of  Tampico,  with  a  view  to 
its  establishment  as  the  main  depot  of  supply  to  the 
army  after  it  reached  the  Panuca  or  Tampico  rirer 
and  San  Luis  de  Potosi. 

"The  coast  of  the  Pacific  should  be  blockaded,  and 

Monterey  and    St.  Francisco  taken  possession  of  by 

val  forces  in  the  Pacific.    The  reasons  for  this 

efly  staled:  The  reduction  of  St.  Juand'UUoa 

,,     .  .     ,        un    1       \,v,  „'!,„, ™  I  cuuiu  only  be  effected,  if  properly  defended,  by  great 

by   the   Mexicans  had  probably  lured  them   know      ,  ^^  ^hen   taken   would  exhibit  a  point  in  our 

ingthat  the  Mexican   would  tight  the   tiarder  loi  „i„„  ^onher  affording  facilities  as  a  depot  nor 

his   dinner.      Here   the   struggle    was   short,    they     J'^  ^  ^larting  point  for  an  invading  army  on  the  city 

captured  every  thing,  even   to    Arista  s  private  bag-    ^^  Mexico      The  road  leading  from  Mexico  to  Vera 

gage  and   portfolio,  their  entire  camp  equipage,  and  K,^^^    ^^^^^   ^^^.,y   ^^  defended   by  a  very  inferior 

30U  mules.  force.     The   force   considered   necessary  to  march 

Now,  my  dear  sir,  how  can  I   describe  to  you  the    „pon  (he  Panuca  is  ten  thousand  men;  say  five  thou- 

personal  acts  of  bravery — not  only   in  one    instance  L^pj  re^juiarj  and  five  thousand  volunteers,  of  which 

but  in  twenty— and  not  simply  by  the  officer  but  by  I  ((,ere  should  be  three   thousand   Texans,  who  have 

the  common  soldier.     The    whole  battle  was  fought '  '       '  -  ---" 

by  individual  squads,  led  sometimes  by  an  officer  and 
frequently  by  the  non-commissioned  olficer.  I  could 
not  say  too  much  for  every  man  engaged.  So  eager 
were  our  men  for  the  fight  that  I  cannot  better  de- 
scribe their  enthusiasm  than  to  give  you  the  idea  that 
struck  me;  it  was  this:  Every  man  officer  and  sol- 
dier seemed  impressed  with  the  idea  that  there  was 
but  a  given  quantity  of  fighting  to  be  had— not  enough 
for  everv  man  to  have  his  fill  of  it— and,  therefore,  it 


.ure'Charley  May  feels  graleful  to  Ridgely  for  his 
cool  judgment  and  timely  advice.  He  had  charged 
on  the  baltery,  loaded  with  grape  as  it  was,  I  do  not 
believe  he  would  have  saved  a  man. 

The  Mexicans  returned    to  their  guns,  and  imme- 
diately the  5th  infantry  took  the  matter  in  hand,  and 


Ij's  battery  as   though  wondering  if  it  were  possible    became  every  one   to  get  what  be  could  as  soon  as 
a  ix^hi  artilUiij  batlery  could    do  so  much    service: —    possible. 


;  nous,  the  general  was  not  particularly  an  ad- 
vocate ol  this  arm  before  this  campaign.  Very 
soon  it  appeared  as  though  the  enemy  in  retiring  with 
their  ballery  across  the  ravine  to  the  point  C,  had 
arranged  it  so  as  to  have  the  General  and  Ridgely's 
ballery  both  in  their  line  of  fire,  fur  the  grape  flew 
thick  and  fast  around  him.  Adj'l.  General  Bliss 
advised  him  to  change  his  position,  but  no,  he  saw 
very  well  from  where  he  was,  and  did  not  leave  il 
for  some  time. 

At  this  lime  the  struggle  was  tremendous,  the  in- 
fantry bad  captured  one  piece  of  artillery  on  this 
side  the  ravine,  and  was  charging  across  the  pond  of 
waler.  At  times  an  intervals  would  be  left  between 
two  of  our  companies,  and  the  Mexicans  svould 
charge  across  the  ravine  and  take  a  position  there. — 
In  one   instance.  Lieutenant  Deas,  the  gallant  adju 


Instances  Ihero  were  where  one  man  in  chareing 
upon  their  batteries  leaped  astride  Iheir  pieces  and 
holding  on  with  one  hand  beat  off  the  gunners  with 
their  swords,  and  were  there  cut  down. 

An  instance  occurred  when  in  a  charge  upon  a 
piece  Lieut.  Jordan  was  attacked  by  two  Mexicans 
and  bayonetted  in  two  places,  when  Lieut.  Lincoln 
of  the  8lh,  rushed  up  and  with  his  own  sabre  made 
perfect  mince  meat  of  the  tw-o.  Again,  when  Ridge- 
ly charged  with  his  battery  across  the  ravine,  and 
was  standing  at  one  of  his  pieces,  ho  was  charged  on 
by  three  Lancers,  ha  mounted  his  horse  and  drove 
them  off  with  his  sabre  alone.  But  it  would  take  a 
volume  to  recite  the  whole,  and  I  am  sure  that  m 
Gen.  Taylor's  detailed  report  all  will  appear— th 
j  fact  is  every  man  was  a  hero 


held  arms  in  their  hands  for  ten  years,  and  two 
thousand  volunteers  from  Louisiana.  If  more  troops 
were  required,  the  northern  provinces  of  Mexico 
would  furnish  Ihem,  under  able  officers,  of  whom 
General  Arista  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  ablest. — 
The  squadron  operating  before  Tampico  should  be 
supplied  with  one  thousand  marines  and  artillerists, 
to  assist  in  Ihe  reduction  of  that  place.  The  plan 
of  the  campaign  is  as  follows:  Five  thousand  men 
march  from  Loredo,  on  Satillo.  The  two  columns  to 
march  on  converging  roads  to  San  Luis  Potosi,  and 
the  communication  with  Tampico  along  Ihe  line  of 
tho  Panuoc  i.  ooiablUhed.  The  Panuca  thus  bccomos 
the  base  of  operations,  Irom  wliicli  ucgoiiailona  with 
Mexico  would  most  probably  be  begun.  If  tho  go- 
vernment of  Mexico  proved  obstinate,  the  army  must 
march  on  the  city  of  Mexico,  after  being  reinforced 
by  ten  thousand  men,  the  principal  part  of  which 
might  be  landed  at  Tampico. 

"The  road  from  Mier  to  Monterey,  and  thence  to 
San  Luis  de  Potosi,  is  said  to  be  a  very  good  one, 
and  the  country  affords  ample  provisions  and  water. 
The  road  from  Loredo,  by  Satillo,  affords  equal  fa- 
cilities except  in  the  supply  of  water  on  a  distance 
of  forty-eight  miles  only.  This  distance  could  be 
overcome  in  two  days  by  forced  marches.  The  ob- 
ject in  marching  in  two  columns  to  San  Luis  de 
Potosi  is  to  secure  the  only  two  roads  leading  to  that 


in  one   instance,  l^ieulenant  Ueas,  tne  gallant  auju- 1      And  let   me   not   overlook  the  non-commissionod    point  from  the    Rio  Grande.     ^    farorable   impres^ 
tantof  the  5th,  with  ten  men,  asking  me  to  rally  as  1  officers  and  privates,  to  them  the  country  owes  a  1  sion  would  also  be  produced  among  the  population 
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by  the  prudent  conduct  of  the  troops.  A  detach- 
ment must  remain  at  Loredo  to  observe  the  road  to 
San  Antonio,  and  keep  the  Indians  in  check.  One 
thousand  mounted  riflemen  should  be  assembled  at 
Benl'a  Fort,  and  march  thence  on  Santa  Fe.  It 
Tvould  only  be  necessary  to  send  2,000  regulars  to 
the  present  army  of  occupation,  and  raise  5,000  vo- 
lunteers, which  could  be  efTecled  in  one  monlh  from 
the  date  of  orders.  In  six  weeks  the  whole  army 
could  be  en  route  beyond  the  Rio  Grande.  In 
thirty  days  after,  the  line  of  the  Panuca  will  be  es- 
tablished. This  brief  memoir  does  not  enter  into 
details,  for  the  military  man  will  at  once  appreciate 
the  demonstration  it  possesses;  and  the  statesman 
will  as  readily  grasp  its  consequenceb  as  most  favora- 
ble to  an  honorable  peace  with  Mexico;  and  to  the 
improved  political  condition  of  a  new  born  contigu- 
ous republic,  whose  people  desire  protection  and 
peace  in  ordei  to  develope  the  bounteous  resources  of 
their  country;  and  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
by  securing  a  well  defined  frontier,  and  an  increase 
of  internal  trade." 

The  Campaign.  A  correspondent  of  the  Baltimore 
Patriot,  ]6lh  June,  writes  from  St.  Louis. 

We  have  no  recent  news  from  the  army  of  inva- 
sion. When  last  heard  from  General  Taylor  was 
making  preparation  to  leave  IVlatamoros  for  JVlonte- 
rey,  at  which  place,  it  is  said,  he  will  quarter  for 
the  summer.  This  is  a  politic  movement,  both  as 
regards  the  future  operations  upon  Northern  Mex- 
ico, as  well  as  the  health  and  comfort  of  our  troops. 
If  many  of  our  brave  and  patriotic  volunteers,  who 
rushed  to  the  defence  of  their  country  at  that  coun- 
try's call,  do  not  fall  Tictims  to  the  pestilence  of  a 
southern  climate,  it  will  be  astonishing.  Unaccli- 
mated,  with  a  constant  alternate  exposure  to 
broiling  sun-shine  and  drenching  showers,  they,  if 
lel'l  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  during  the  sum- 
mer mouths,  would  have  to  endure  greater  pains  and 
afflictions  than  the  Mexican  arms  could  inflict. — 
But  in  Monterey,  they  will  inhale  the  purest  atmos- 
phere and  be  refreshed  by  the  most  delightful  breezes. 
There  is  to  be  found  a  bountiful  supply  of  sweet  and 
wholesome  water — plenty  of  forage  for  their  caval- 
ry and  teams — the  whole  country  like  an  unique 
flower  garden, — where  sickness  and  disease  is  never 
known.  An  intelligent  captain  in  the  navy,  who 
has  cruised  three  years  in  the  Pacific,  informs  me, 
that  in  Monterey  a  piece  of  fresh  beef  can  be  ex- 
posed to  the  sun  for  thirty-six  hours  without  the 
least  taint — the  air  is  so  pure.  This  place,  then,  is 
well  chosen  by  General  Taylor  for  his  summer  re- 
treat. His  troops  will  be  in  fine  trim,  by  next 
fall,  to  make  an  avalanche  descent  upon  California, 
Chihuahua,  Sonora,  &c.,  &.c.  The  distance  from 
Idatauioros  to  Monterey  is  about  300  miles;  and 
from  Monterey  to  Washington,  D.  C,  about  2,400 
miles. 

The  removal  of  General  Gaines  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  western  district  has  produced  a  tremen- 
dous excitement  in  the  south  and  west.  This  was 
to  be  expected;  for  General  Gaines  has  spent  the 
best  days  of  his  long  and  uselul  life  with  us. — 
W^herever  he  goes  he  makes  friends.  His  bravery — • 
chivalry — his  venerable  appearance — his  high-toned 
honor — his  unimpeachable  moral  deportment — his 
persecutions;  all  these  things  make  us  love  him. — 
His  services  in  the  last  war — his  energy  m  the  Se- 
minole campaign — his  great,  undying  devotion  to  his 
country — his  age,  his  rank — his  undoubted  military 
Ekill;  these  considerations  ought  to  shield  him  from 
his  enemies.  He  is  a  skillful  soldier — a  distinguished 
general — an  unsuspected paljiot.  Let  his  persecutors 
remember  these  things,  and  pause  in  their  systema- 
tic attempt  to  blast  bis  reputation.  They  can  annoy 
him; — they  may  take  away  his  command;  they  may 
court  martial,  and  perhaps,  dismiss  him  from  the 
army.  But,  by  so  doing,  they  will  neither  raise 
themselves  nor  sink  him  in  the  estimation  of  his 
countrymen.  He  ii  too  well  and  favorably  known 
to  be  injured  by  the  carpings  of  a  smothered  and 
petty  jealousy.  He  cannot  be  atiected  by  the  bowl- 
ings   t.i     ttn    orlminiulralion    wliioh     has      committed 

blunder  upon  blundei'  in  this  whole  Texas  all'air. — 
Suppose  General  Taylor  had  been  cut  to  pieces  by 
the  superior  numerical  force  of  the  Mexicans;  and 
General  Gaines,  being  so  near  the  scene  of  action 
had  not  interposed  his  authority  to  save  the  honor 
and  existence  of  the  Ameucan  army?  What  then 
■would  have  been  the  cry?  Censure— blame— re- 
proach; perhaps,  he  would  have  been  accused  of 
treason!  But,  now,  when  the  American  arms  are 
victorious— when  the  oiiemj  Qiesin  dismay  and  con- 
sternation (no  thanks  are  due,  however,  to  the  ad- 
ministration for  those  splendid  achievements;  Gen. 
Taylor  was  promised  a  force  of  upwards  ot  4  UOO 
regulars,  but,  it  appears  little  more  than  one  halt 
was  forllicoming;  ihu  honor  of  the  victories,  there- 
fore, belongs  alone  to  General  Taylor,  his  brave  offi- 


cers and  men;) — when  success  has  crowned  our  ef- 
forts— when  the  whole  country  is  ringing  with  the 
praise  of  our  gallant  little  array;  this  general  joy 
must  be  marred — this  joyous  jubilee  hushed — and 
the  attention  of  the  country  directed  to  a  distinguish- 
ed general  grown  grey  in  their  service,  as  he  wends 
his  way  to  the  place  of  usefulness  and  glory,  with 
firm  and  unwavering  step — conscious  of  the  purity 
of  his  motives — to  answer  to  a  captious,  vacillating 
government  for  conduct  which  the  whole  Union  will 
endorse  and  approve.  Shame  on  the  administration! 
Shame  on  the  war  department!  Shame  on  his 
allowed  friends!  General  Gaines  acted  according  to 
the  emergency.  He  will  be  sustained  by  the  coun- 
try. In  the  strong  language  of  your  distinguish- 
ed senator,  (R.  Johnson,)  he  acted  under  the  law  of 
duly. 

A  requisition  came  on,  a  few  days  ago,  for  1,000 
additional  mounted  volunteers,  for  the  Santa  Fe  ser- 
vice. They  are  to  rendezvous  immediately  at  Fort 
Leavenworth  to  join  the  forces  there  assembled  un- 
der Col.  Kearney.  The  colonel  expects  to  take  up 
the  line  of  march  about  the  Ist  of  July.  He  will 
depart  with  4  or  5  000  mounted  men,  with  discre- 
tionary power  to  enlist  as  many  others  as  he  deems 
necessary,  from  Bent's  Fort  and  the  mountains  ge- 
nerally. A  rumor  has  got  abroad  that  this  move- 
ment towards  Santa  Fe  is  all  a  sham — Ihal  the  troops 
are  designed  for  the  Oregon  service.  It  is  said  Col.  K. 
has  sealed  orders  to  proceed  on  the  Santa  Fe  trail 
as  far  as  Bent's  Fort,  at  which  place  his  orders  are 
to  be  opened,  and  he  is  to  act  accordingly.  What 
appears  to  give  credence  to  the  report,  is  the  .''act 
that  the  Hibernia  brought  news  of  the  English  go- 
vernment's having  ordered  3,000  excavators  to  Ore 
gon,  for  the  ostensible  use  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany. Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  ad- 
ministration to  prosecute  this  war  with  Mexico  with 
energy  and  determination — bringing  it  to  a  speedy 
and  triumphant  close.  There  is  no  time  to  argue 
about  the  causes  which  led  to  it — the  mere  fact  of 
its  existence  is  sufficient.  We  should  be  united  and 
render  every  support  to  the  government,  to  bring  it 
to  a  close.  And  to  attain  this  desired  end,  Mexico 
should  be  invaded  at  every  point,  by  land  and  sea; 
by  infantry  and  dragoon.  A  strong  force  ought  to 
be  stationed  at  Santa  Fe,  to  hold  in  check  the  north- 
ern provinces.  Vera  Cruz  must  be  taken;  the  ca- 
pital Itself,  if  necessary;  the  whole  country  over- 
run; and  then,  as  England  did  China,  say  to  Mexico, 
"pay  the  expenses  of  this  war — fork  over  former 
dues — promise  to  behave  yourself  hereafter,  and 
we  will  withdraw  our  troops."  This  will  teach  her 
a  lesson. 

You  Mary  landers  must  feel  proud  of  the  prowess 
of  your  countrymen  who  so  greatly  distinguished 
themselves  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma. — 
The  lamented  Ringgold  was  a  native  of  Washing 
ton  county;  Captain  Walker  of  Prince  George's; 
and  Lieutenant  RiJgely  of  Anne  Arundel.  Ac- 
counts state  that  the  latter  gentleman  exhibited  the 
greatest  bravery  on  the  field.  And  Captain  May, 
too,  is  from  Washington  city,  which  you  know,  is 
a  part  of  Maryland.  iMay's  charge  was  equal  to 
that  of  Mcdonald's,  under  Napoleon,  at  Wagram, 
so  graphically  portrayed  by  Allison.  However, 
give  the  Missouri  boys  a  chance,  and  we  will  show 
you  some  "tall"  fighting.  They  know  nothing  about 
the  "science,"  but  when  it  come  to  the  "slrong^^  they 
are  Ihar. 

The  Wounded. — We  learn  from  Lieut.  Steven 
son  who  left  the  army  on  the  2d  instant,  that  most 
of  the  wounded  are  doing  well.  Col.  iNlclntosh  is 
however  still  very  low  and  not  out  of  danger.  His 
worst  wound  is  the  bayonet  thrust  in  the  mouth  and 
neck.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Payne  was  shot  through 
the  abdomen,  and  the  ball  is  still  in  him.  The  ori 
Cce  of  the  wound  is  large  but  the  surgeons  are  una 
ble  to  determine  whether  it  was  by  a  musket  ball  or 
grape  shot.  He  suffers  much  pain  and  his  condition 
is  critical.  Captain  Hone,  who  lost  the  right  arm 
above  Ihe  elbow,  is  nearly  well.  He  is  by  this  time 
on  his  way  north.  Lieutenant  Luther  was  wound- 
ed in  the  calf  of  the  leg,  mt  in  the  lip  as  here 
tofore  reported.  Captain  Page,  it  is  thought,  will 
recover,  notwithstanding  the  dreadful  nature  of  his 
wounds. 

The  shot  of  the  Mexicans,  except  the  musket  and 
carbine  balls,  are  of  a  composition  which  has  not  yet 
been  fully  ascertained.  It  is  supposed- to  contain 
arsenic.  Wounds  received  from  these  shot  are  slow 
to  heal.  Lieut  S.  had  one  in  his  possession  which  he 
proposes  to  have  analyzed.  The  army  generally 
was  in  good  health  and  faring  sumptuously  in  the 
"quarters  of  the  enemy." 

Among  the  hairbreadth  escapes  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  siiiie  thai  Lieut.  Stevenson  had  the  sole  of 
his  foot  tuiieu  oU' by  a  grape  shut  without  the  least 
injury  to  bis  foot.  [Detroit  Mv. 


Mexican  Fighting. — I  am  told  that  Gen.  Vega, 
after  he  was  prisoner  in  our  camp,  and  saw  for  him- 
self the  number  and  kind  of  men  composing  our 
army,  remarked  to  General  Taylor  that  with  ten 
thousand  such  troops  he  might  march  to  the  city  of 
Mexico  without  difficulty;  and  I  have  little  doubt 
this  might  be  done  by  Taylor,  for  certainly  he  is  the 
man  above  all  others  that  we  know  to  make  war 
with  the  Mexicans,  He  understands  them  perfectly, 
and  knows  they  will  not  and  cannot  stand  the  charge 
of  the  bayonet,  which  is  his  favorite  arm  and  mode 
of  fighting,  thou-^h  he  had  but  little  opportunity  of 
usin^  it  in  Ihe  late  battles,  as  the  enemy  kep't  pretty 
much  at  artillery  distance,  which  is  their  favorite 
arm.  And  the  general  himself  told  me  (for  he  paid 
us  a  visit  at  Point  Isabel  since  the  battles)  that  he 
thought  they  load«d  and  fired  their  pieces  with  as 
great  celerity  and  accuracy  as  we  did  ours,  though 
they  did  not  mancE  ivre  them  so  well  in  the  field. — 
Nearly  every  death  and  wound  on  our  side  was  from 
their  cannon  shot.  [i7(iion. 

We  learn  from  the  Washington  Union  that  the 
Mexican  General  Vega,  now  a  prisoner  of  war  at 
New  Orleans,  has  asked  permission  of  the  govern- 
ment, through  Gen.  Gaines,  to  leave  New  Orleans 
and  visit  different  parts  of  the  United  States.  The 
Union  intimates  that  his  wish  will  be  acceded  to 
without  difficulty. 

Rio  Grande  Deer. — Largest  on  record. — There 
are  wandering  over  the  prairies  in  the  vicinity  of 
our  camp  on  the  Rio  Grande  a  large  number  of  the 
finest  large  horned  cattle  in  the  world.  "Our  vo- 
lunteers," wishing  for  a  fresh  steak,  would  make 
some  of  them  occasionally  bite  the  dust.  An  order 
came,  that  no  more  "killing  beef"  must  take  place, 
and  no  more  beef  was  killed.  Scouting  parties  now 
went  out  for  venison  some  good  shots  were  fortunate 
enough  to  kill  one.  It  was  dragged  into  camp  and 
duly  divided  up  among  the  knowning  ones  of  the 
regiment.  When  daylight  appeared,  suspicions  got 
out  that  a  beef  had  been  killed,  this  was  stoutly  de- 
nied, and  the  reports  were  contradicted  by  the  as- 
sertion, that  a  deer  had  been  killed  weighing  over 
eight  hundred  pounds.  This  caused  universal  sur- 
prise, especially  among  certain  officers,  who  demand- 
ed to  see  the  horns.  After  a  great  deal  of  delay  they 
were  produced,  and  examined  by  a  court  martial, 
who  solemnly  decided  that  the  venison  of  the  R:o 
Grande  ^had  horns  perfectly  smooth,  and  resemb- 
ling those  of  the  ox  species,  in  other  parts  of  the 
world.  [.v.  0.  Tropic. 

It  is  stated  that  the  government  has  relinquished, 
for  the  present,  the  project  of  taking  the  castle  of  St. 
Juan  d'Ulloa.  But  orders  have  been  issued  for  a 
large  supply  of  mortars. 

The  body  of  Lieut.  Porter,  of  the  4th  infantry,  has 
been  found  about  26  miles  from  Matamoros,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river.  It  was  recognised  by  a  pecu- 
liar mark  upon  one  arm. 

A  party  passing  from  Point  Isabel  lately  saw  the 
remains  of  no  less  than  seven  of  the  unfortunate  Ro- 
gers party,  so  cruelly  murdered,  a  few  weeks  since. 
Fire  skeletons,  one  of  thetn  apparently  a  female, 
were  lying  upon  the  banks,  where  they  drifted,  after 
their  throats  had  been  cul;  two  others  were  discover- 
ed near  the  wagon.  The  wolves  and  buzzards  had 
done  their  work  upon  all. 

A  person  writing  from  Matamoros,  says  he  re- 
cently passed  through  the  hospitals,  and  looked  at 
the  poor  fellows  who  were  wounded  in  the  late 
battles.  There  were  103  wounded  in  the  two  bat- 
tles. Of  whom  three  baJ  died  in  the  hospital  at 
Point  Isabel.  Fifty  have  been  sent  to  St.  Joseph's 
Island.  There  are  twelve  cases  of  amputation  of 
thigh,  leg,  and  arm  under  treatment,  and  are  most  of 
them  doing  well. 

OrnCIAL  DESPATCHES  FROM  THE  ARMY.       Wo  haVO 

been  permitted  to  lay  before  our  readers  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  last  official  despatches  of  gen. 
Taylor,  which  have  been  received  at  the  war  depart- 
ment: 

Headquarte7'S  army  of  occupation, 

Matamoros,  Miy  30,  1S46. 
(extract  ) 
I  enclose  an  original  draft,  found   in  gen.  Arista's 
papers,  of  an  invitation  of  our  soldiers  to  desert.     A 
similar  call  was  previously  made   by  Ampudia,  and 

has  already  found   its  way  into   the  public  prints 

The  department  may  sue  from  these  documents  what 
arms  were  used  against  us. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 
Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  U-  S.  Anny  comd'g. 
To  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  army, 

Wasriington,  D.  C. 
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General  .4i  iffa'j  advice  to  the  soldiers  of  the  U.  S.  army. 
Headquarters  at  MUamaros,  .Ipril  20,  1846. 
Soldiers:  You  have  eolisted  in  time  of  pence  to 
serve  in  that  army  for  a  specific  term;  but  your  ob- 
ligations never  implied  that  you  were  bound  to  vio- 
late the  laws  of  God,  and  the  most  sacred  rights  of 
friends!  The  United  Slates  government,  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  all  honest  and  honorable 
Americans,  has  ordered  you  to  lake  forcible  posses- 
session  of  the  territory  of  a  friendly  neighbor,  who 
has  never  given  her  consent  to  such  occupation.  In 
other  words,  while  the  treaty  of  peace  and  com- 
merce between  Mexico  and  the  United  States  ic  in 
full  force,  the  U.  States,  presuming  on  her  strength 
and  prosperity,  and  on  our  supposed  imbecility  and 
cowardice,  attempts  to  make  you  the  blind  instru- 
ments of  her  unholy  and  mad  ambition,  and  force 
you  to  appear  as  the  hateful  robbers  of  our  dear 
homes,  and  the  unprovoked  violators  of  our  dearest 
feelings  as  men  and  patriots.  Such  villany  and  out- 
rage, I  know,  13  perfectly  repugnant  to  the  noble 
sentiments  of  any  gentleman,  and  it  is  base  and  foul 
to  rush  you  on  to  certain  death,  in  order  to  aggran- 
dise a  few  lawless  individuals,  in  defiance  of  the 
laws  of  God  and  man! 

It  is  to  no  purpose  if  they  tell  you  that  the  law  for 
the  annexation  of  Texas  justifies  your  occupation  of 
the  Rio  Biavo  del  Norte;  for  by  this  act  ihey  rob  us 
of  a  great  portion  of  Tamautipas,  Coakuila^  Ckihuahua^ 
and  ..Yew  .Vtjifo;  and  it  is  barbarous  to  send  a  hand- 
ful of  men  on  such  an  errand  against  a  powerful  and 
warlike  nation.  Besides  the  most  of  you  are  Euro- 
peans, and  we  are  the  declared  friends  of  a  majority 
of  the  nations  of  Europe.  The  North  Americans  are 
ambitious,  overbearing,  and  insolent  as  a  nation,  and 
Ihey  will  only  make  use  of  you  as  vile  tools  to  carry 
out  their  abominable  plans  of  pillage  and  rapine. 

I  warn  you  in  the  name  o(  justice,  honor,  and 
your  own  interest  and  self  respect, to  abandon  their 
desperate  and  unholy  cause,  and  become  peaceful 
Mexican  ci(!:etis.  I  guarantee  you  in  such  case,  a 
half  section  of  land,  or  320  acres,  to  settle  upon, 
gratis.  Be  wise,  then,  and  just,  and  honorable,  and 
take  no  part  in  murdering  us  who  have  no  unkind 
feelings  for  jou.  Lands  shall  be  given  to  ofticers, 
tergeanls  add  corporals,  according  to  rank,  privates 
receiving  320  acres  as  staled. 

If  in  lime  of  action  you  wish  to  espouse  our  cause, 
throw  away  your  arms  and  run  to  us,  and  we  will 
embrace  yon  as  true  friends  and  Christians.  It  is 
not  decent  or  prudent  to  say  more.  But  should  any 
of  you  render  any  important  service  to  Mexico,  you 
shall  be  accordingly  considered  and  preferred. 
M.  ARISTA,  com'der  in  chief  of  the  Mexican  army. 


GENERAL    G.IINES. 

The  president  laid  before  the  senate  the  following 
leller  from  gen.  Gaines  to  the  department  of   war, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  lobe  printed. 
Headquarters,  W.  division.,  A'  Orleans,  June  7,  1346. 

Sir — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  honor  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  28ih  May— last  month. 

It  was  with  surprise  I  learned  the  department  of 
war  regarded  wilh  disapprobation  the  request  made 
by  me  upon  the  governors  of  Kentucky,  and  other 
■tales,  for  assistance.  At  the  time  it  was  made,  (the 
4lh  of  May  last),  general  Taylor  was  in  the  most 
critical  situation.  He  had  been  left  with  neither 
adequate  means,  or  men,  to  sustain  the  national  ho- 
nor— opposed  to  an  army  near  four  times  as  strong 
as  his  own,  and  cut  off  Irom  his  military  stores.  The 
country  was  uncertain  whether  he  could  escape  de- 
struction. By  his  own  gallantry,  and  the  indomitable 
courage  of  his  olEcers  and  men,  and  the  providence 
of  God,  he  extricated  himself  from  the  diilicully.  At 
this  crisis  he  requested  troops  to  be  sent  lo  liim  wilh 
all  pos-iible  despatch.  As  commander  of  this  divi 
eion  of  the  United  Stales  army,  I  immediately  sought 
the  means  of  meeting  his  wishes.  And  1  would  have 
deemed  myself  recreant  to  my  trust,  and  meriting 
dismissal  from  the  service,  if  I  had  postponed  action 
on  the  subject  two  weeks,  until  orders  could  have 
been  received  from  Washington. 

The  war  department  may  deem  the  numter  of  troops 
asked  by  me  as  greater  than  the  exigency  required. 
This  1  must  confess  would  astonish  me,  as  ihe  warde- 
parlment  asked  and  procured  a  bill  authorising  the 
levy  of  50,000  volunteers,  and  appropriating  (JIO,- 
000. 000),  ten  millions  to  meet  the  same  exigency. 

The  war  department  seems  to  be  of  opinion  that 
there  is  no  discretionary  powar  lodged  in  me  to  act 
wiihout  positive  orders.  1,  therefore,  would  ask  for 
information — if  a  servile  insurrection  should  occur — 
if  an  irruption  should  be  made  by  large  tribes  of  In- 
dians—if  a  swarm  of  steamers,  with  Paixlian  guns, 
were  seen  hovering  about  this  seacoast — or  if  a  ge- 
neral, at  the  head  of  a  great  part  of  the  army  of  the 
United  Stales  upon  the  Iruolier  of  a  neighboring  stale 
near  me,  should  ask  assistance,  would  it  be  my  duty 
to  refuse  all  aid  until  1  should  have  received  orders 


from  Washinglon?  I  humbly  conceive  that  the  latter 
case  has  existed  within  the  last  month;  and  if  I  have 
erred  in  deeming  general  Taylor  and  his  army  in  a 
situation  so  hazardous  as  to  demand  immednte  suc- 
cour, it  is  an  error  under  which  the  country,  Ihe 
congress,  and  the  war  deparlment,  have  equally  la- 
bored. Had  assistance  been  delayed  by  me,  and  had 
general  Taylor  and  his  army  been  cut  off,  1  would 
have  regarded  it  as  an  in.lelible  stigma  upon  my 
name.  1  am  aware  that  the  exercise  of  such  a  dis- 
cretion must  ever  be  at  the  peril  of  the  ofliccr  ex- 
ercising it.  That  peril  I  can  never  hesitate  to  incur 
whenever  Ihe  welfare  of  the  country  demands  il.  If 
I  exercise  it  unwisely,  1  am  willing  Ihat  my  com- 
mission should  be  forfeited;  or  if  1  exercise  it  vainly, 
or  for  dishonorable  purposes,  1  am  willing  to  be  shot. 
I  am  more  than  willing  to  abide  the  consequences  of 
my  conduct  in  Ibis  matter,  ronfideiit  as  I  am  that  I 
have  not  transcended  my  duty,  or  acted  with  greater 
zeal  than  the  emergency  required.  If  the  battles  of 
the  8th  and  9th  of  May,  so  well  contested,  as  they 
were  for  a  lime,  on  both  sides,  had  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  Taylor's  army,  it  would  have  plunged  the 
whole  union  into  deep  mourning — and  into  that  most 
poignant  of  all  human  griefs — an  abiding  sense  of 
self-reproach  for  the  settled  and  cold  indifference 
with  which  his  want  of  competent  force  and  sup- 
plies had  been  for  months  witnessed. 

The  talented  and  gallant  general  De  Buys,  who 
for  a  long  time  commanded  the  finest  division  of 
volunteers  I  have  ever  seen  since  the  war  of  1814 
and  1815,  and  who,  I  am  sure,  has  no  superior 
for  the  command  of  Ihis  description  of  force,  wilh 
L.  Texada,  efq.  one  of  the  most  promising  young 
members  of  the  legislature,  and  the  talented  judge 
Bryce,  were  not,  as  you  seem  to  suppose,  private 
citizens.  They  were  Louisiana  volunteers,  and  gen- 
tlemen of  high  respectability,  and  were  appointed  by 
me  to  act  as  olEcers  of  the  general  staQ — upon  the 
same  principle  that  the  distinguished  Edward  Living- 
ston, A.  L.  Duncan,  and  John  R.  Grimes,  all  first 
rale  lawyers,  were  appointed  by  Jackson  to  act  as 
staff  officers. 

Jackson's  object  was,  as  my  object  has  ever  been 
upon  such  occasions,  to  maintain  the  great  principle 
upon  which  tite  defence  and  the  independence  of  our  be- 
loved union  must  lorever  depend,  that  to  be  a  private 
volunteer  is  to  hold  a  situation  of  high  honors  whence  an 
acting  general  staff  may  with  slncl  propriety  be  taken 
and  pul  on  duty  in  the  absence  of  the  regular  staff  of 
the  army. 

These  appointments,  and  all  the  measures  taken 
by  me  to  which  you  object,  were  deemed  by  me  as 
essential  duties,  and  discharged  by  me  upon  principles 
sanctioned  by  the  greatest  and  best  of  men  ever 
known  to  me,  some  of  which  took  their  degrees  in 
military  and  political  science  in  the  school  of  our  be- 
loved Washington,  Greene,  and  Knox;  and  in  the 
more  civic  school  of  Jefferson,  and  Dearborn,  and 
Gallatin;  and,  though  last,  not  least,  in  the  school 
of  .Madison,  E'jstis,  Dallas,  Armstrong,  Monroe, 
and  Calhoun,  the  master  spirits  of  the  war  of  1812 
to  1814  and  '15. 

Be  assured,  sir,  that  t  will  obey  wilh  much  plea- 
sure the  orders  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  my  oath  of  office.  As  to  the  repri- 
mands with  which  you  have  honored  me  in  the  last 
year,  and  in  the  last  and  present  month,  although 
they  strike  me  as  novelties  not  being  warranted  by 
the  sentence  of  a  general  court  martial,  yet  I  care- 
lessly submit  to  them,  as  they  seem  to  be  a  source 
of  pleasure  to  the  war  department,  and  certainly  in- 
flict no  injury  on  me.  I  can  conceive  but  one  motive 
for  their  Irequent  occurrence,  and  that  is,  that  my 
name  shall  be  so  branded  before  the  country,  thai 
the  public  may  be  prepared  to  see  wilh  indiflerep.ce 
my  name  passed  by  in  silence  if  more  distinguished 
officers  are  created  in  the  army.  If  this  be  so,  the 
labor  IS  useless,  as  1  may  very  soon  be  unable  to  dis- 
charge the  active  duties  of  my  profession,  (though 
long  in  my  enjoyment  of  excellent  health);  for  I  am 
already  old,  of  a  contented  disposition,  and  have  re- 
ceived sufficient  distinctions  during  my  humtjle  lite. 
Not  the  least  of  these  distinctions  do  I  regard  the  late 
prompt  war  measures  of  congress  and  the  president, 
and  the  noble-hearted  Louisianians,  and  other  whole 
souled  western  and  southern  men,  is  not  only  indi- 
rectly, but  expressly,  generously,  and  unanimously 
approving  my  conduct  in  having  for  many  months 
urged  the  adoption  of  the  principle  measures  which 
have  rocenlly  been  carried  as  by  acclamation. 

I  do  not  wish  to  have  the  place  of  any  general  or 
other  officer  known  to  me.  I,  sir,  was  born  at  a 
time  and  reared  among  men  who  had  not  learned  the 
art  of  marching  to  distinction  by  trampling  under 
foot  the  claims  of  their  dearest  friends  or  brother 
soldiers.     Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDMUND  PENDLHfON  GAINES, 
Maj.  gen.  U.  S.  army,  com'ing  the  xctslern  iili»ision. 
Hod.  Wm.  L.  Marcy,  sec.  war,  Washington,  D.  C. 


I  Louisiana  and  Oen'l  Taylor.— The  commiltea 
appointed  by  the  legislature  of  Louisiana  to  present 
I  the  resolutions  and  thanks  of  the  general  assembly 
lo  Gen.  Taylor,  arrived  at  Matamoros  on  the  8th 
inst.,  and  were  presented  to  the  brave  old  chieftain 
at  11  o'clock  on  the  8th  by  Col.  Labuzan,  one  of  th« 
aids  of  Governor  Johnson.  On  being  presented  to 
the  general,  his  staff  and  officers  of  the  army,  tha 
colonels  and  their  staff  who  were  invited  to  be  pre- 
sent on  the  occasion,  Mr.  Zacharie,  chairman  of  tho 
committee,  said — 

"General,  1  have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you 
the  resolutions  and  vote  of  thanks  and  the  act  appro- 
priating a  sword  which  were  unanimously  passed  by 
the  state  of  Louisiana,  to  you,  your  brave  officers, 
and  the  army  under  your  command,  for  the  gallantry 
displayed  by  them  in  the  battles  of  tho  8th  and  9th 
of  May.  1  am  no  orator.  General,  but  my  own 
heart  and  Iho  heart  of  every  Louisianian  approves 
of  Ihe  beautiful  sentiments  of  these  resolutions.  In 
behalf  of  the  stale  of  Louisiana,  I  thank  you  and 
your  brave  army  for  the  additional  lustre  which 
those  glorious  victories  have  shed  upon  American 
arms." 

To  which  the  general,  briefly  and  with  much  emo- 
tion, replied:  "My  heart  feels  too  deeply  and  sensi- 
bly the  high  honor  that  has  been  conferred  on  me, 
my  officers,  and  men,  to  respond  to  your  expressions 
of  gratitude  and  thanks.  I  always  fell  assured  that 
the  patriotic  state  of  Louisiana  would  be  among  the 
first  to  rush  to  the  assistance  of  our  little  army  ia 
lime  of  need.  I  well  knew,  as  did  also  my  officers 
and  men,  that  she  was  a  gallant,  brave,  and  noble 
stale;  that  chivalry,  noble  daring,  and  ardent  patri- 
otism were  her  high  attributes.  Her  volunteers 
have  readily  abandoned  their  homes  and  business,  to 
assist  us  in  the  hour  of  danger.  We  f«el  a  deep 
debt  of  gratitude  to  them  and  to  you. 

The  generous  and  timely  action  of  the  legislature 
of  Louisiana  will  never  be  forgotten  by  us;  its  name 
will  be  embalmed  in  our  hearts  as  a  cherished  me- 
morial. We  feel  that  we  have  only  done  our  duty; 
yet  we  cannot  but  feel  highly  gratified  to  have  gain- 
ed the  approbation  of  oour  fellow  citizens.  Togeth- 
er with  the  love  of  country,  which  is  common  to  ua 
all,  it  is  that  approbation  which  cheers  and  ani- 
mates the  soldier  in  the  hour  of  battle.  Gentlemen, 
I  am  unaccustomed  to  public  speaking;  I,  therefore, 
in  the  name  of  my  officers  and  men,  thank  you  and 
tho  patriotic  state  which  you  represent  for  the  honor 
conferred  upon  us." 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  reply,  the  general  invited 
Ihe  committee  and  all  present  to  a  splendid  collatioa 
which  he  had  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  the  occa- 
sion, and  to  which  ample  justice  was  done.  Numer- 
ous toasts  were  drunk.  Mr.  Zacharie  gave  "Old 
Rough  and  Ready — long  life  to  him." 

Mr.  Carrigan  gave:  "Gen.  Taylor — Ampudia  hai 
at  least  discovered  that  he  was  a  tailor  who  under- 
stood well  how  to  take  his  measures,  and  that  tha 
officers  and  army  under  his  command  had  shown  to 
the  Mexicans  and  to  the  world  that  they  perfectly 
understood  the  art  of  making  breaches." 

Mr.  Ashbel  Smith  gave:  "American  ladependenc* 
— It  was  proclaimed  and  maintained  by  the  heroes 
of  '76.  It  was  confirmed  upon  the  plains  of  Chal- 
metlc  in  '14 — '15.  It  was  again  asserted  and  main- 
tained in  1836  at  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  and  in 
1846  will  be  thoroughly  established  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  Mexico." 

Rev.  Mr  Crenshaw,  chaplain  of  tho  Andrew  Jack- 
son regiment,  gave  Ihe  following: 

"The  Church  and  Stale,  may  they  never  be  unit- 
ed. We  will  pray  for  the  one  and  fight  for  the  oth- 
er." 

The  ladies  and  volunteers  of  Louisiana  and  Ala- 
bama were  severally  toasted. 

The  next  day  the  committee  were  invited  to  a 
dinner  given  by  the  officers  of  the  army  at  the  head» 
quoriora  of  Oonpral  Arista  in  Matamoros.  Colonel 
Twiggs  presided.  Gon.  Toyloc  wso  present.  A 
splendid  band  of  music  performed  occasionally  on 
the  gallery,  and  hundreds  of  the  citizens  of  Matamo- 
ros thronged  the  Plaza  to  listen  to  the  exulting  and 
joyous  strains. 

Governor  Henderson  of  Texas  and  suite,  together 
with  Ashbel  Smith,  Generals  Hunt,  Johnson,  Cook, 
Burleson,  and  others  were  present.  The  feslival 
was  kept  up  until  midnight  and  right  merrily  did 
the  wine  sparkle  around  the  board  intermingled  with 
toasts  and  songs.  This  was  the  first  time  since  th« 
battles  of  the  8lh  and  9th  of  May  that  the  officers 
had  met  together  as  a  body  upon  a  convivial  occa- 
sion, and  you  may  depend  the  shots  directed  by  them 
were  as  effectual  as  they  were  a  month  previous,  al- 
though there  were  not  so  many  killed  or  wound- 
ed. 
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War  Department,  Washinglon,  .lune  13,  1846. 
Sir:  I  liare  the  honor  herewith  to  suhmit  to  you 
the  estimatei  which  have  been  made  at  this  depart- 
ment to  enable  you  to  answer  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  3d  instant,  requesting  to  be  furnished 
with  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  money  required 
during  the  next  fiscal  year,  for  such  a  prosecution  of 
the  existing  war  with  Mexico  as  will  most  likely 
result  in  its  speedy  and  honorable  termination. 

These  estimates  are  made  upon  the  assumption 
that  the  regular  army  will  soon  be  filled  up  to  its 
maximum,  which  will  amount  to  15,000  men,  and 
that  a  volunteer  force  of  20,000  foot,  and  5,000 
mounted  men,  is  to  be  at  once  organized,  received 
into  service,  and  kept  there  until  the  end  of  the  next 
fiscal  year — to  wit:  to  the  30th  of  June,  1847.  The 
estimates  are  made  for  an  army  of  over  40,000  men, 
mostly  operating  in  the  field,  in  an  enemy's  country, 
deriving  their  supplies  principally  from  the  United 
States. 

How  long  it  will  be  before  the  regular  army  can 
be  filled  up  to  the  extent  authorized  by  law,  will 
depend  upon  success  in  recruiting.  Its  numbers  as 
yet  do  not  much  exceed  one  half  its  maximum.  It 
is  hoped  that  in  a  few  months  the  ranks  will  be  nearly 
fiUed;  its  average  total  number  through  the  next  fiscal 
year  will  not  probably  exceed  12,.500. 

The  number  of  volunteers  actually  called  for  im- 
mediate service,  by  virtue  of  your  orders  under  the 
act  of  13th  of  May  last,  will  amount  to  about  18,000, 
and  whether  a  greater  number  will  or  will  not  be  re- 
quired for  the  ensuing  campaign,  cannot  now  be  de- 
termined. Should  the  number  already  called  for  be 
deemed  sufficient  for  the  successful  prosecution  of 
the  war,  the  estimates  being  made  on  a  basis  exceed- 
ing that  number  by  seven  thousand,  will  be  found 
proportionably  too  large. 

Should  these  views  as  to  the  extent  of  the  regular 
and  volunteer  force  be  realized,  the  army  will  not 
«xceed  30,000  men;  and  all  or  nearly  all  the  estimates 
presented  herewith  might  be  reduced  one-fourth  in 
amount;  yet  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  exigencies 
of  the  service.  It  may  require  the  full  amount  of 
the  force  on  which  the  estimates  have  been  made, 
and  even  more;  and  1  have  not  therefore  felt  at  liberty 
to  make  any  reductions  of  the  estimates  presented  by 
the  several  branches  of  this  department. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  direct  your  particular  attention 
to  the  estimates  of  the  quartermaster  general.  You 
will  perceive  that  they  are  large,  very  large,  and  I 
hope  much  exceed  the  expenditures  which  may  be 
required.  They  are  made  on  the  supposition  that  our 
army  will  penetrate  far  into  the  interior  of  the  ene- 
my's country,  and  that  all  supplies,  and  the  munitions 
of  war  will  necessarily  be  transported  on  long  lines, 
and  those  far  from  being  easily  traversed.  Should 
the  enemy's  country  abound  in  forage,  the  expense  of 
transportation  will  be  greatly  reduced;  but  the  un- 
certainty as  to  its  resourcci,  do  not  warrant  deduc- 
tions to  be  made  on  the  estimated  items  for  supplies, 
and  the  transportation  of  them  to  the  places  where 
they  may  be  needed.  Should  the  navigation  of  the 
Rio  Grande  be  found  practicable  for  steamboats  of 
light  draught  to  Camargo,  or  above,  much  will 
be  saved  probably  by  the  use  of  that  river,  yet  con- 
siderable sums  must  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
bo.its,  &c., 

It  is  further  to  be  observed  that  no  inconsiderable 
amount  of  the  expenses  which  will  fall  on  the  quar- 
termaster's department,  is  in  the  nature  of  an  outfit, 
and  would  not  be  required  to  be  repeated,  should  the 
war  be  protracted  beyond  the  next  fiscal  year.  The 
estimates  in  the  quartermaster's  department  are  made 
without  much  regard  to  the  chances  favorable  to  di- 
minished expenses.  Provision  hud  not  been  made 
(fur  i\iu  rcitrlcica  appropriations  in  past  years  would 
not  permit  it  to  be  made)  for  a  sudden  augmentation 
of  our  force  to  four  times  its  usual  amount.  The  ne- 
cessity of  making  such  a  provision  on  the  shortest 
notice  will  greatly  increase  the  cost  of  it,  and  this 
falls  mainly  on  the  (luartcrmaster's  department.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  actual  expenses  of  this  branch  of  (he 
service  will  fall  some  two  t„-  ii„.,.o  millions  short  of 
the  fuU  estimates  here  presented,  yet  this  is  not  so 
certain  lu  to  authorize  the  department  to  cut  them 
down  in  that  amount. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY: 
To  the  Prliident. 


Estimate  of  fun  its  required  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
against  Mexico  from  the  \3th  of  May  to  the  30iA  of 
June,  1846,(mrf/™(i  Juii/ 1, 1846,  to'june  30,  1847, 
over  (tint  above  the  sum  estimated  for  by  this  depart- 
ment, at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of 
Cojigi'ess. 

To  30th 
Juue,  1846. 

Adjutant  Gen.'s  estimate, 
Quartermaster  Gen.     do.  $,800,000 
Paymaster  Gen.  do.     720,000 

Commissary  Gen.  subsist- 
ence estimate 
Surgeon  Gen.  do. 

Engineer  bureau's  do. 
Topographical  do.  do. 
Ordnance,  do.       do. 


652,000 
10,000 
20,000 

603,000 


$2,805,000  jJ17,166,472 
Mtc. —  This  estimate  does  not  include  the  appro- 
priations for  deficiencies  already  made;  but  it  includes 
the  estimates  sent  to  the  Committee  since  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session,  for  the  increase  of  the  ar- 
my and  new  regiments  of  mounted  riflemen. 

Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washington  City,  June  15, 1846. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  and  under  a  res- 
olution of  the  Senate  of  the  6th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  present  an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount 
required  to  be  expended  through  this  department  dur- 
ing the  next  fiscal  year,  should  the  war  with  Mexico 
continue  throughout  that  year.  Also  the  sum  sup- 
posed to  be  required  for  all  expenses  of  the  volunteer 
service  during  the  present  fiscal  year.  Nothing  is 
asked  in  addition  for  the  regular  army  during  the 
present  fiscal  year,  as  the  existing  appropriations  are 
considered  sufficient,  or  nearly  so,  to  meet  the  exped- 
ditures  of  the  year. 

To  those  not  accustomed  to  military  operations  in 
a  country  almost  destitute  of  resources,  this  estimate 
may  seem  large;  but  in  a  department  where  the  ex- 
penditures depend  so  much  upon  the  accidents  and 
contingencies  of  service,  estimates  are  necessarily  in 
some  measure  hypothetical.  I  have  considered  it  to 
be  due  to  the  importance  of  the  subject,  to  base  the 
present  estimate  upon  the  resources  of  our  own  coiui- 
try  alone,  leaving  out   of  view  enth-ely  any  supposed 

resources  to  be  derived  from  the  enemy's  country 

In  this  view,  the  present  estimate  is  beUeved  to  be  as 
near  an  approximation  to  truth  as  such  an  estimate, 
under  existing  circumstances,  is  susceptible  of  being 
made.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  Your,  obedient  ser- 
vant,        TH.  S.  JESUP,  Quartermaster  General. 

The  Hon.  W.  L.  Marct,  Secretary  of  War. 
Estimate  of  funds  required  by  Vie  quarter-^noAerh  de- 
partment, for  the  next  fscal  year,  fm-  a  fwce  qj'  20,000 
foot  and  5000  mou7Ued  volunteers  in  an  active  cam- 
paign, including  tlic  increased  expenses  for  the  trans- 
portation, forage  and  depots  for  the  regular  army  con- 
sequent on  a  stale  of  a  war;  also,  for  the  volunteer 
force  employed  in  tlie  present  Jiscal  year. 
For  2U0()  wagons,  ai  an  average  of  $120,  $240,000 

For  lO.Ouo  horses  and  mules  fur  wagons, 

ai^lb.  750,000 

For  2000  sels  of  harness,  at  S40.  80  000 

For  4000  mules  fur  packing,  at  $40,  I60I0UO 

For  4000  pack  saddles,  ai  S15.  fiojooO 

For  400  yoke  of  oxen,  at  $25.  loiooO 

For  blatksmiih's  and  other  tools,  iron 
«nd  oiher  maierials  for  an  army  of  25,- 
000  men.  120,000 

For  water  Iransportalion,  including  iho 
purchase  and  charier  of  eteamcri  and 
oih«r  vessi'la.  1,500,000 

For  pay  ol'«gents,superintendents,tenm- 
steri,  luborars,  mechanics,  artificers, 
clerks,  wagon  niul  forngc  masttrd.  ex- 
prcases,i:,c.,say  4000,atSI,50,incl»d- 
mg  Bul)9i8tenc»  and  oih«r  necessary 
expenses.  2,190,000 

I  or  storage,  draynge, building  store-hou- 
ses and    worli-shopa,  expense  of  de- 
pots, (kc,  600,000 
For  forage  for  mounted  and  other  volun- 
teers, and  for  the  horici,  niulet  and 
oxen  in  the  iranu                                          3,000,000 
For  camp  and  garrison  equipage  for  »ol- 
untctri,  130,000 


For  the  volunteers  for  the  preaent  fiscal 
year, 

Fur  contingencies  ol  the  War  Depart- 
ment, 


»8,  810  000 

800,000 

60,000 

J9,6!«),000 


NOTES. 

1.  The  increased  expense  for  forage  for  the  dragoons 
and  trains  for  ihe  regular  army,  are  included  in  the  es- 
timate for  the  volunteers;  and  in  that  estimate  is  included 
all  the  expense  of  depots. 

2.  The  army  appropriations  being  considered  suffi- 
cient for  the  present  fiscal  year,  no  addition  is  made  in 
consequence  of  ihe  war  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. — 
The  whole  sum,  therefore,  estimated  for  the  present  year, 
is  for  volunleers. 

3.  The  sum  esiimated  fir  contingencies  is  less  than 
the  appropriaiiooB  during  the  war  with  England,  and  ia 
as  low  as  the  circumsiances  of  war,  upon  even  the  most 
moderate  scale  will      worrent. 

Th.  S.  Jesup 
Quartermaster  General 
Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washington,  Juno  I5th,  1846. 

Js^avy  department,  June  9,  1846. 
Sir — The  resolution  of   Ihe  senate  of  the  United 
Stales  of  the  3d   instant,  requesting  the  president  to 
furnish,  "an  ealimale  of  the  amount  of  money  re- 
quired during  Ihe  present   and  next   fiscal    year,  for 
a  prosecution  of  Ihe  existing   war  with    Mexico   as 
will  most  likely  result  in  its  speedy   and    honorable 
tiirmination,"  having    been    referred    to  the   depart- 
roenl,  I  have  the  honor  lo  submit  a  report,  so  far  as 
Ihe  naval  service  is  concerned. 
The  whole  amount  of  the  regular  ap- 
propriations for  the  naval  service, 
for  the  year  ending  30lh  June  1847, 
for  Ihe  support  of  the  peace  e stab- 
Djent,  according  to  the  bill  report- 
ed by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  including  the  amendments 
which  have  been  suggested  by  this 
department,  Ihe  items  of  which  are 
in  possession  of  thecoinmillee  is       §6,424,800  65 
The  increase  proposed  in  view  of  the 
existence  of  a  stale  of  war  between 
this  goterntnent  and   Mexico  is  as 
follows: 
For  pay  of  lhe;navy,  $989,943 

For  provisions,  217,394 

1,207,337  00 

The  amount  of  the  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  marine  corps, 
having  reference  lo  an  increase  of 
the  number  by  500,  including  a 
suitable  increase  of  pelly  officers, 
is  338,686  00 

The  amount  set  aside  by  your  direc- 
tion, for  the  use  of  the  nary  de- 
partment, from  the  special  appro- 
priation of  §10,000,000,  was  2,750  000  CO 

Aggregate  amount  of  Ihe  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  30lh  June,  1847  §10,320,823  65 

This  sum,  it  is  btlieved,  will  enable  the  depart- 
ment to  meet  all  probable  requisitions  upon  it.  Yet, 
if  a  contingency  should  arise  requiring  Ihe  employ- 
ment of  Ihe  largest  ships  of  war  afloat,  without  a 
coiresponUing  dimunition  of  force  in  the  use  of  th© 
•  mall  vessels,  Ihere  would  be  need  of  increasing  the 
appropriations  by  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. — 
But  such  a  necessity  does  not  at  present  exist;  and 
Ihe  consideration  of  it  may  safely  be  deferred  till 
the  next  session  of  congress. 

Transmitted  herewith  is  a  copy  of  a  communica- 
tion from  the  chiefs  ol  the  bureaus  upon  the  subject. 

1  have  the  honor  lo  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  GEORGE  iiANCROFl'. 

To  the  president. 

JVary  department,  June  5,   1346. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  your  directions,  we  have 
carefully  considered  Ihe  first  paragraph  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  Ihe  senate  of  the  Linited  Stales,  dated  the  3d 
instant,  60  far  as  relates  to  the  amount  of  money 
which  may  be  required  for  Ihe  navy  before  Ihe  close 
of  the  next  fiscal  year,  and  respectfully  report  at  our 
opinions — 

'J'hat  if  the  amounts  which  have  been  esiimated  by 
the  deparlmenl  for  the  current  services  of  ihe  next 
fiscal  year  shall  be  apprupriaicd  by  congress,  those 
amounts  in  addiliun  to  the  sums  which  are  now 
standing  lo  ihe  credit  of  ihe  navy  deparlment  on  the 
books  uf  Ihe  treasury,  will  be  sulficieiit  to  luuiich  and 
equip  the  sloops  of  war  "Albany"  and  "German- 
town,"  lo  repair  and  equip  all  the  vessels  which  are 
now  launched,  excepting  ihe  "Franklin,"  and  to 
employ  so  many  of  Ihese  vessels  as  can  be  manned 
with  ten  thousand  men. 

Wilh  much  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 
C.   Morris, 
L.  Warrington, 
James  Smith, 
Gideon  Welles. 
WoH.  Gfor^c  Bancroft,  acretary  of  the  nary. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


The  Hodma  grant  claim— This  was  an  original 
Spanish  gram  of  land,  on  Ihe  Mississippi  and  Araite 
rivers  in  Lnuisiana,  made  in  1777,  confirmed  by 
Spain,  and  examined  and  confirmed  by  the  hoard  of 
commissioners,  in  1812,  and  ordered  by  congress  to 
be  palenled  in  1814.  Nol\viths(ar.ding  this,  the 
lands  were  in  part  entered  as  public  lands,  under 
Commissioner  Graham.  These  entries  were  next 
pronounced  iliegnl  by  Attornry  Gen.  Legare. 

The  late  President  Tjler  and  St;creiary  Bibb  un- 
dertook to  carry  the  law  into  effect,  and  issued  pa- 
tents for  Ihc  land  to  the  claimants.  They  did  this 
on  full  invcstigalion,  but  the  president  did  not  act 
even  upon  the  result  of  his  own  investigation  and 
that  of  ihe  secretary  of  the  treasury.  He  requested 
two  eminent  lawyers,  well  versed  in  land  laws,  (Se- 
nators McDuflie  and  Huger,)  to  examine  the  subject. 
They  did  so,  and  reporled  their  opinion,  which  was, 
that  the  patents  ought  to  be  issued,  rheir  opinion 
appears  in  geiialc  documents  on  this  subject.  The 
parlies  who  had  lands  in  these  tracts,  sought  remu- 
neration; and  their  money  was  refuniled  by  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury,  in  every  ca^e.  The  law  of 
Louisiana  protects  improvements  of  settlers,  and  af- 
ter ten  years  of  undisputed  possession,  gives  tilles. 
Therefore,  no  possible  injury  has  been  done  to  any 
parties  by  carrying  into  ttTcct  the  law  of  1814,  and 
issuing  Ihe  patents.  Notwithstanding  Ihis,  congress 
still  allows  Ihe  subject  to  be  agilaled,  session  after 
session,  in  both  houses,  to  Ihu  great  consumption  of 
the  public  time  and  prejudice  of  the  public  inter- 
ests. Senator  Johnson,  of  La.,  one  of  the  most 
persevering  men  in  the  world,  has  devoted  himself 
with  success,  to  the  task  of  agitating  the  subject  and 
disluibing  the  decision,  as  did  Air  Cave  Johnson  in 
the  other  house.  Senator  Johnson  has,  by  his  un 
wearied  exertions,  procured  the  passage  of  a  resolu- 
tion by  tlie  senate,  directing  an  inquiry  by  the  attor- 
ney general  into  the  validity  of  Ihe  palenis.  The 
object  is,  to  set  them  aside,  I  presume,  in  some  way. 

It  follows  from  this  atteii  pt,  thai  patents  to  lands 
are  good  for  nothing,  so  long  as  anybody  is  disposed 
question  them,  and  that  there  is  no  means  of  quiet- 
ing land  tnles. 

The  Huumas  controversy  has,  at  various  times, 
elicited  some  leeling,  and  it  has  ever  been  a  bearing 
on  some  very  inipurlant  political  changes,  to  my 
knowledge.  It  has  been  the  means  of  extinguish- 
ing some  public  men,  and  of  promoting  the  success 
of  others. 

Senator  Johnson,  in  the  course  of  the  late  proceed- 
ings in  the  senate  on  this  subject,  was  asked  wheth- 
er he  was  personally  iiil«re3ted  in  the  matter.  It  I 
seems  that  it  had  been  reported  that  he  was  thus  in- 
terested. Senator  Johnson,  in  an  explanation  be- 
fore the  senate,  has  vindicated  himself  from  any  ira- 
pulalion  of  interested  motives.  He  stales  that  his 
Interest  in  a  part  of  the  Houmas  tract  is  not  effected 
by  the  patents  granted;  and  that  the  bill  to  confirm 
the  claim  would  have  confirmed  his  title  to  640 
acre^;  but  that,  in  opposition  to  bis  interest,  he  re- 
sisted that  bill.  [Ballo.  Palriot. 

Oregon  and  Califorxh.  May  11.  The  town 
of  Independence,  iMissouri,  looked  like  a  crowded 
city.  'I'his,  as  the  reader  knows,  is  the  general  ren- 
dezvous for  Oregon  and  California  emigrants.  And, 
at  the  date  above  mentioned,  Independence  looked 
like  a  crowded  city. 

Two  distinct  emigrating  companies  Ihere — one 
bound  for  Oregon,  Ihe  other  for  California — each 
large  enough  lo  protect  itself  against  the  Indians. — 
The  exact  number  is  not  given.  It  is  said,  it  cannot 
be  ascertained,  until  they  reach  the  first  encamp- 
ment, where  a  list  will  be  made. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Si.  Louis  Republican  says: 
"A  finer  looking  body  of  emigrants  than  the  present 
1  have  never  seen — manly  and  bald  in  ilieir  appear- 
ance, and  generally  well  equipped  for  so  long  and 
tedious  a  journey  as  they  have  before  them.  Among 
them  are  persons  of  all  ages,  even  to  the  old  man 
following  his  grand-children.  1  saw  a  venerable 
man,  7;^  yesrs  of  age,  who  has  been  a  sea  cafitain, 
and  was  boinupon  a  cape  of  our  Ailaniic  coasi,  now 
going  lo  bury  his  bones  upon  the  shores  of  the  Paci 
fie.  He  IS  a  patriarch  indeed — has  his  children  and 
grand-children  wiih  him,  and  ten  wagons  to  convey 
them — a  small  fleet  for  the  plains! 

"Some  of  the  emigrjiits  have  wagons  fitted  up  in 
Ihe  best  possible  slyle,  carpeted,  with  chairs, bed,  and 
looking  glass,  for  the  convenience  of  familes.  'I'here 
are  numerous  young  girls  just  blooming  into  woman- 
hood, and  many  ol  them  beautiful,  neatly  dressed, 
and  bound  for  Oregon  and  California.  Younj  men 
going  to  Ihese  distant  countries  need  no  fear  ol  not 
being  able  to  get  a  wile,  for  I  assure  tliem  that  the 
assortment  of  girls  in  the  present  companies  is  by  no 
means  indifferent.     Some  of  the  wagon  covers  have 


on  them  "Oieg-oii — 54°  40' — all  or  nonf.'"— and  they  I  Santa  Fe  trade.     Since  we  have  found  out  that 

say  they  are  willing  to  fight  for  it  if  necessary.  Part  |  consistency  requires  us  lo  claim  Sania  t'u  as  part  of 

of  Ihe  Oregon  emigrants  have  started,  and  all  others  [  the  United  Slates,  if  wo  would   sustain  Ihe  position 

will  start  to-morrow.                                                        |  taken  by  our  army  on  Ihc   Rio  Grande,  Ihe   govern- 

Tlie  California  emigants  will   not  leave  for  a  few  !  mcnt  have  couiiiermanded  the  orders  for   ref^unding 

davs.     In  my  next,  1   will  give  you  some  statistical  j  the  duties  on  goods  cxporled    lo   place,  as   provided 

information  of  Ihe  present  roinpanies — their  number,  ;  by  Iho  transit  law.     This   sudden  change  will    bear 


commanders,  number  of  wagons,  amount  of  provi- 
sions, &c. 

A  number  of  the  Santa  To  companies  have  come 
in  this  spring,  and  some  have  gone  out.  Magoffin's 
company  will  be  in  to-morrow  or  next  day  from  Chi- 
huahua. Nearly  double  Ihe  amount  of  goods  will 
be  taken  out  this  year  lo  any  previous  jear.  It  is 
thought  that  upwards  of  lour  hundred  wagons  will 
leave  Independence  for  Mexico  Ihis  year,  and  they 
may  be  safely  set  down  at  four  thousand  dollars  per 
wagon.  Col.  S.  C.  Oivcns  has  not  yet  left.  He  has 
a  very  large  amount  of  goods  directly  imported  from 
England,  thereby  having  the  duty  taken  off  at  this 
point,  if  they  pass  through  in  Ihe  original  package. 
Speyers  &  Co.  are  lo  leave  to-day,  with  a  very  large 
lot  of  English  goods.  J  will  give  you  shortly  some 
slalistic;il  information  of  this  impurlant  trade — a 
trade  that,  1  believe,  could  be  made  of  the  utmost 
imporlance  lo  Missouri.  The  amount  of  specie 
bn^ught  in  annually  to  this  point  is  very  great,  and  j 
might  be  greatly  increased.  I  have  hastily  given 
you  a    sketch   of  these  things,  but   will    in  my  next  j  Jj' 


ry  severely  Olid   unfairly  upon   the  merchants  en- 
gaged in  that  trade.  '.V.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 


enter    into    the   details   and   give  you  facts  as  they 
stand." 


The  march  to  Santa  Fe.     The  St.  Louis  Reveil- 
le has  some  timely  and   sensible    remarks,  addressed 


On  Ihe  above,  the  St.  Louis  Republican  of  the  20lh 
ultimo  says — 

Custom  house  regulations  like  custom  house  oaths 
are  curious  things,  and  not  always  to  be  relied  on. — 
A  law  exists  on  the  slalule  bonk  specially  granting 
Ihe  benefit  of  diatvback  on  goods  exported  lo  SanIa 
Fe  in  the  original  package.  This  law  was  enacted 
iwo  years  ago.  Abundant  lime  has  passed  in  which 
lo  repeal  it,  if  congress  had  desired  lo  do  so,  but  it 
has  not  been  touched.  Several  of  our  merchants, 
under  the  auvanlages  which  it  held  out  to  them,  and 
upon  Ihe  faith  of  tiie  law  itself,  have,  during  the  pre- 
sent year,  made  purchases  of  alt  their  goods  for  Ihe 
SanIa  Fe  and  Chihiialiua  trade  in  Eaglaiid.  In  Ihis 
way  it  is  believed,  they  invested  more  than  SIOO.OUO, 
and  the  goods  have  actually  gone  forwarii.  If  Ihe 
custom  house  regulations,  which  now,  it  seems,  can 
set  aside  a  law,  are  made  lo  operate  upon  Ihe  goods 
thus  introduced  into  this  jcounlry,  the  profits  upon 
business  must  be  seriously  diminished,  without 
giving  them  jecourse  upon  the  government  in  any 
shape  whatever.  Congress  should  nnqiiesl'oiiably 
lake  some  action  upon  Ihe  nialtcr.  If  SanIa  Fe  is  lo 
he  hereafter  claimed  as  belonging  to  Itie  U.  Slates, 
Ihe  law  »  hich  gives  Ihe  benefit  of  lirawbark  on  goods 


lo  those  about  to  engage  in  the   expedilion   to  Santa  1  exported   in    Ihe  original    package  to  Ihat   couirtry, 

'^       '  .---1-11-  ..         should  be  repealed,  so  that  no  one  may  hcreafler  be 

deceived  by  it.  II  congress  intends  that  it  shall  be 
observed,  some  explanatory  act  should  be  passed,  for 
now  a  treasury  regulation  has  Ihe  eliect  of  nullifying 
It,  and  great  injury  has  already  been  done  to  tlioso 
engaged  in  Ihe  trade. 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the  fact,  that  fifty 
thousand  dollars  worlh  of  goods  are  detained  in  the 
New  York  custom  house,  marked  for  Chihuahua,  the 
duties  upon  which  have  been  paid;  but  as  they  be- 
long to  Mexican  merchants,  engaged  in  the  trade  be- 


Fe,  showing  them  that  it  is  no  holiday  service  they 
\\  ill  be  called  to  perform.  We  copy  Ihe  following; 
"Those  who  go  will  be  afforded  ample  opportu- 
nity lo  display  Ihe  most  commendable  qualities  of 
soldiers — subordination,  fortitude,  patience,  and  en- 
durance. They  must  be  prepard  for  privalions  grea- 
ter than  those  of  the  army  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Maiamoros.  The  march  across  the  prairies  to  San- 
Ia Fe — a  distance  of  l.OUU  miles  from  Independence, 
and  1,300  from  this  city — will  subject  them  lo  alter, 
uate  exposure  lo  burning  suns,  rude  storms,  scarcity 


of  water,  scarcity  of  provisions,  and  other  circum-  j  tween  Ihe  United  Slates  and  Mexico,  this  is  one  of 

the  inevitable  results  of  the  war  between  the  two 
countries. 


stances   "loo   tedious   to    mention,"   which  will  all 

proue  their  soldierly  qualities   by  the  severest  tests. 

They  must  have,  at  least,  stomachs    which  can  not 

only  digest  any    kind  of  food    presented,  but    which 

can  submit  lo   "short  allowance,"   when  necessary. 

Going  to  Maiamoros  may  be  going  lo  fight;  but  it  is 

not,  now  at    least,  going    lo  starve.     Going  to  Santa 

Fe  is  going   lo  endure   a  toilsome    march  on  limited  |  oonds,  of  goods  imported  into  this  market  for  re-ex- 

supplies,  with  precarious  means  of  subsistence  when  I  ponali'Jn  '»  Santa  Fe,  which  operates  very  severely 

there,  and    on    the   return.     Hence,  let  none  under-  T"" '"'P°''"="-     A  .Mexican  trader  is  now  here  not 

take  the  trip  who  have  not  soldiers'  hearts,  and,  we    knowing  what  to  do.     The  amount  already  imported 

may  add,  soldiers'   bodies  and   soldiers' stomachs.— j  ^  f'"o_'",,S3,000  to   §4,000;  further   receipts  by   the 

But  let  all  who  go,  do  so,  with    the  gallant  determi- 

nalion  to  act  up  to  their  parts  through  all  trials. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  a  soldier's  only  bu- 
siness is  lo  fight.  His  lirst  business  is  always  to  be 
prepared  to  fight — his  second,  lo  fght  ichen  necessary. 
On  this  Santa  Fe  expedition  the  greatest  diflicuUy 
will  be  to  keep  up  this  very  preparation.  Subordi- 
nation, discipline,  and  endurance,  will  be  essential; 
and  woe  lo  him  who  undertakes  the  trip  unprepared 
for  them. 

We  throw  out  these  hints,  on  the  suggestion  of  a 
friend,  that  the   expedilion    ought  not   to  be  under- 


The  Union,  of  Ihc  Ilth  ult.  has  the  following  tela 
graphic  despatch  from  its  New  York  correspondent 

"I  he   collector,  under  orders  from    government 
has  refused    lo   grant  a   clearance,  under  debenture 


Great  VVe 


HOWE'S  CATARACT  CAVE. 


iiHic(/i  core  in  Sc/io- 


Viscovery  and  exploralicn  of  a  i 

lutrie  county,  A".  Y. 
[Correspondence  of  the  A".  Y.  Saturday  Emporium..] 

\  have  just  returned  from  an  exploration  of  a 
wonderful  cave,  origuially  discovered  by  its  present 
proprietor,  Mr.  Howe,  from  whom  it  derives  its 
rated,  as  involving  none  of  the  exposures,  perils,  &c.,  '  name;  and  if  lean  calm  myself  sutiicienlly  for  the 
which  make  up  the  account  of  military  efibrt,  and  '  purpose,  I  will  attempt  to  give  you  some  idea  of  its 
result  in  the  sum  total  of  military  glory.  We  have  magnitude  and  siiblinniy.  It  was  first  discovered  by 
no  idea  of  discouraging  any,  but  rather  to  sti- '  .Mr.  Howe,  in  May,  1843,  but  no  considerable  ex- 
mulale,  by  showing  the  service  lo  be  one  really  I  ploralion  has  been  made  since,  until  quite  recently, 
worthy  of  brave  men.  Such,  in  truth,  it  is;  and  il  in  consequerce  of  the  suppo.^ed  danger  altending  it. 
ought  so  to  be  regarded.  Men  familiar  with  the  sort  Recently,  ho  vever,  and  subsequent  to  many  altempta 
ol  life  which  the  troops  will  lead,  will  tell  you  il  to  ascertain  its  nature  and  extent,  passages  have 
will  be  a  glorious  trip,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing — [been  found  leading  through  immense  halls,  rooms, 
but  only,  because  it  is  such  a  trip  as  we  have  repre-  j  avenues  and  areas,  some  of  them  containing  large 
senled.  They  would  not  prize  it — they  could  not  \  lakes,  and  streams,  and  fountains  bursting  up,  and 
enjoy  it — if  it  were  a  mere  jaunt  of  pleasure,  like  j  \\aler-falls  of  an  extraordinary  character.  'I'he  re- 
Ihe  journey  to  a  country  wedding,  through  a  culti-  ,  suits  of  my  own  observations  confirm  all  that  had 
vated  rural  district,  with  green  meadows  and  lowing    been    told    me    previous   lo  mv  examination  of  the 


herds  on  every  hand. 

Emigrants,  are  arriving  from  Europe  ill  great  num- 
bers. During  two  days,  Bih  and  9ih  Insi.  2  620  landed 
at  N.  York-  Nunbers  arrived  at  Balumure  and  other 
pons. 

Canada — Capt.  Beatty  and  Lieut.  Moody,  of  the 
Royal  Engineers,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Constable,  Mr. 
Blakeloek,  and  Mr.  Chisel,  of  the  same  department; 
left  the  city  on  Wednesday,  on  special  service.  We 
believe  it  is  pretty  well  known  that  these    gentlemen, 


cave,  and  would  occupy  more  lime  and  space  to  fur- 
nish ihem,  in  such  details  as  1  could  wish,  than  are 
alloUed  lo  me.  I  will,  however,  enter  into  a  brief 
description  of  what  1  saw,  though  1  feel  quite  incom- 
ptient  to  the  task. 

This  cave  is  located  in  Schoharie  county,  the  en- 
trance being  on  the  property  of  Mr.  Howe,  the  dis- 
coverer, at  a  distance  of  about  thirty-four  miles 
west  of  Albany.  The  circumstances,  as  stated  to 
me,  which  led  lo  the  examination  and  discovery  of 
It  are  these:  For  many  years  past,  during  the  sum- 
mer monltis  a   remarkably   cold  current  of  air  was 


whateverbetheirultimatedestination,  or  for  whatever  j  known  to  issue  from  the  side  of  a  hill  connected 
purpose  are  gone  up  to  the  North  West,  will  be  j  with  a  range  of  mountains.  Although  this  fact  was 
absent  for  two  years  at  least. — Montreal  Conner.  '  well  known,  it  seems  to  have  excited  but  little  curi' 
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osily,  not  sufficient,  indeed,  to  lead  to  any  inveilis^a- 
tion  of  its  causes  until  the  spring  of  1842,  when  Mr. 
Howe  determined  upon  making  an  examination,  be- 
lieving that  it  resulted  from  a  cavern  in  the  interior 
of  the  mountain.  After  several  attempts,  Mr. 
flowe  succeeded  in  discovering  an  aperture,  or  hole, 
in  the  side  of  the  hill,  from  which  the  air  issued, 
about  the  size  of  a  man's  arm.  Here  he  immediate- 
ly commenced  to  clear  away  and  remove  the  earth 
and  stones  which  surrounded  the  aperture;  and, 
ofier  considerable  labor  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
brealiing  through  and  gainmg  entrance  to  a  large 
passage  where  he  could  stand  eiecl!  Following  up 
this  extraordinary,  and,  to  him,  triumphant  discove 


to  attempt  the  task.  It  transcends  any  thing  that  I 
ever  heard  or  read  of,  of  a  similar  character.  There 
is  nothing  in  all  the  wonderful  caves  in  Kentucky 
and  Virginia,  the  former  of  which  I  have  repeatedly 
visited,  which  can  bear  any  comparison  to  the  archi- 
tectural splendor  of  this  room.  Tha  only  deficient 
point  in  the  character  of  the  room,  is  its  want  of 
greater  wicllh  to  render  its  proportions  more  in  con- 
formity to  the  laws  of  scientific  architecture.  As  a 
long,  spacious  hall  or  saloon,  as  it  is  ilonuminated,  it 
is  surpassingly  magnificent.  Its  length  is  one  hun- 
dred feet,  having  fifteen  feet  space  between  its  walls, 
and  about  as  many  feet  high.  At  the  upper  end  of 
this  grand   saloon,  stands  the  statue  of  a  man  about 


alked  along  the  passage-way  for  a  distance  ,  seven  feet  in  height,  and  of  other  proportionable  di- 
of  several  ruifs,  when,  as  he  receded  from  the  light  j  rnensions.  This  figure  of  a  man  is  the  result  of  for- 
aflurded  by  the  slight  entrance  he  had  effested,  it  be-  mations  caused  by  the  dro|ipini;  of  water,  and  ac- 
canie  so  dark  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  group  his  cording  to  their  positions  are  geologically  termed 
way  along  by  the  aid  of  his  hands  and  feet.  Fearing  j  stalactite  and  stalagmite.  As  all  the  rooms  in  the 
lest  he  might  fill  into  some  pit  at  the  bottom  of  the  i  cave  contain  more  or  less  of  these  formations,  I 
passage,  he  returned  to  the  mouth  and  procured  a  i  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  them,  callin»  them 
long,  stout  sti.;k,  by  the  aid  of  which  he  went  into  ;  by  the  names  of  such  objects  or  things  as  they  best 
the    cavern   again,  and    explored    its   mouth  and  the    represent.     Immediately  above  this  figure  of  a  man 


eniie  to  the  dislanceof  several  hundred  rod 
when  he  became  overivhelmed  with  the  apparent 
vastness  and  immense  magnitude  of  his  discoveries, 
and  concluded  to  venture  no  farther,  without  being 
properly  prepared  with  lights  and  attendants.  He 
returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  avenue  at  which  he 
had  entered,  fully  satisfied  that  it  must  lead  into  a 
mammoth  cavern  in  the  bowels  of  the  mountain. 


IS  suspended  an  eagle,  and  on  either  side  are  forma 
tions  strongly  resembling  Egyptian  mummies.  Above 
there  is  a  rotundo,  fifty  feet  high,  and  about  twelve 
or  fifteen  feet  in  diameter.  The  whole  appearance 
of  this  apartment  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  beholder 
with  its  wonderful  and  peculiar  character. 

Leaving  ''Washington  Hall,"  and  diverging  to  the 
right  a  distance  of  about  six    rods,    we   entered    an 


Upon  a  second  attempt,  he  was  attended  by  one  or  I  apartment  designated  as  ''The  Curiosity  Shop,"  or 
two  persons,  and  aided  by  the  use  of  lanterns.  An  j  Washington's  kitchen.  It  measures  forty  feet 'long 
exploration  was  made  for  a  distance  of  upwards  of  j  and  fifteen  wide.  In  this  room  are  collected  a  vasl 
two  miles,  which  was  succeeded  by  numerous  others,  ]  quantily  and  great  variety  of  geological  formations 
resulting  in  the  astonishing  discovery  of  a  main  ave-  |  found  in  the  different  parts  of  the  cave.  Many  of 
nue  extending  into  the  mountain  more  than  seueii '  these  specimens  are  of  an  exceedinglv  peculiar  cha- 
miles  ia  leiiglU,  and  varying  in  width  and  heiglit  from  racter,  and  will  repay  the  trouble  of  a  close  exami- 
ci'lU   lo  five  hundred  feci!!     Numerous  aide  passages,    nation. 

Ie°ading  oir  from  the  main  avenue,  were  discovered  du- j  Passing  from  the  Curiosity  Shop,  we  proceeded  a 
ring  these  various  explorations,  some  of  them  ex- j  considerable  distance  without  coining  to  any  thing  of 
tending  upwards  of  two  miles,  and  many  of  them  re-  ,  more  than  ordinary  interest,  until  we  reached  an°in- 
maining  still  unexplored.  These  are  the  principal  dined  plane,  with  an  assent  of  about  fifty  feet;  and 
facts,  which  I  obtained  from  Mr.  Howe  himself,  pre-  :  on   arriving  at  the  top  of  this,  we  fonnj  the  descent 

on  the  opposite  side  to  correspond  in  character. — 
Immediately  after  this,  we  passed  through  another 
immense  hall,  somewhat  similar  to  Washington 
Hall,  although  not  possessed  of  so  many  striking  pe- 
culiarities, nor  ao  magnificent  in  its  ample  propor- 
tions. 

Pursuing  our  course  by  way  of  the  principal  ave- 
nue, and  not  many  rods  from  this  last  apartment,  we 
emerged  into  a  large  open  area,  inclosing  in  its  cir- 
cumference a  lake  of  water!  In  this  lake  Mr.  Howe 
had  already  launched  a  small  boat,  by  the  aid  of 
which  we  soon  rowed  across,  and  after  some  little 
difficulty,  succeeded  in  effecting  an  entrance  at  the 
main  passage-way,  which  had  thus  been  cutoS'ny  the 
lake. 

The  next,  and,  in  fact,  the  greatest  point  of  at 
traction  in  the  entire   cave,  is   an    immense  hall  ex- 


lo  our  visit  to  this  greatest  of  natural  curiosi 
lies  in  the  Western  world. 

Having  the  greatest  desire  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
amination of  the  cave,  and  satisfy  myself  of  the  ac- 
tual existence  of  all  that  had  been  told  me  in  rela- 
tion to  its  wonilerful  nature  and  extent,  I  prevailed 
upon  Mr.  Howe  and  another  gentleman  to  accompa- 
ny me  on  an  exploration  of  its  interior.  And  I  shall 
now  proceed,  as  far  as  1  am  able,  to  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  the  expedition.  Before  entering  the  cave, 
the  mouth  of  which  had  been  conveniently  enlarged 
by  the  excavation  and  removal  of  a  large  body  of 
earth  and  stones,  we  prepared  ourselves  with  gar- 
ments suitable  for  the  occasion.  We  were  each  of 
us,  also,  provided  with  a  lamp  and  a  stout  stick,  and 
accompanied  by  a  guide.  We  entered  the  great  ave- 
nue leading  to  the  cave  in  a  procession  of  Indian-fi 
Mr,      " 


better  opp' 

subterranean  world.  But  it  was  no  easy  mailer  to 
induce  persons  to  enter  the  solemn  and  gloomy  re- 
cesses of  the  cave,  and  we  were  consequently  oblig- 
ed to  do  the  best  we  could  by  ourselves. 

The  "entrance  room"  is  the  first  apartment  bear- 
ing a  resemblance  to  a  room,  which  we  reacli^afler 
entering  llie  mouth  of  the  cave.  It  is  thirty'  feet 
long,  fifteen  feet  wide  and  eight  feet  high.  Tliere  is 
nothing  particular  to  distinguish  this  room.  Its  walls 
are  plain  and  rather  smooth;  its  ceiling  resembling 
the  rough  cast  of  our  ordinary  buildings,  and  its  Huor 
a  hard,  stony  bottom.  We  passed  on  through  the 
main  avenue   lowarda  the  interior  to  another   room. 


trating  an  opening  in  the  rocks  about  fifteen  or  twen- 
ty feet  on  the  side  of  the  falls,  [  think  the  roar  made 
by  the  fall  of  the  water  is  as  loud  as  that  of  Niagara 
Falls  at  Table  Rock.  Some  subsequent  observations 
in  regard  to  the  cQect  of  sound  in  this  wonderful 
cavern,  would  naturally  lead  one  to  infer  ihat  i  could 
be  misled  by  this  singular  roar  in  this  instance;  yet, 
upon  reflection,  I  am  convinced  that  such  is  not  the 
case.  The  roar  of  the  falling  water  is  deeper  and 
heavier  than  that  of  Niagara,  and  produces  a  most 
strange  and  startling  ettect  upon  the  senses.  For  a 
long  time  we  paused  here,  in  hopes  of  discovering  a 
passage  which  might  lead  to  the  cataract  itself,  or 
bring  us   to  some  portion  of  the  stream  which  pro 


which  is  designated   by    no  particular  name.     Upon  [duces  this  frightful  noise;  but  in  this  we  weredisap- 
measurement  I  found  its  dimensions  as  follows:  One  I  pointed.     Mr.    Howe    informod   me   that  several  at- 


hundrcd  and  fifty-four  feel  long,  forty-two  feel  wide, 
and  about  ten  feet  high.  Wc  made  but  a  slight  ex- 
amination of  this  room,  as  our  guide  informed  us  the 
gre.it  featuresof  the  cave  were  at  a  considereblc  dis- 
tance from  us,  and  what  lime  we  had  to  consume 
had  better  be  Jppriipriated  to  an  examination  of  them. 
Here  we  were  obliged  to  part  with  our  friend  P., 
who  declared  himself  unwilling  to  ponetialc  further 
into  the  depths  of  this  subterranean  desert,  lest  he 
should  never  find  his  way  out.  We  loft  him  to  find 
his  way  back  to  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  aud  proceed- 
ed on  our  journey. 

After  proceeding  with  great  ease  and  facility  some 
distance,  wc  came  to  a  large  and  magnificent  apart- 
ment, which  has  been  dosigiialed  by  the.  name  of 
"Washington  Hull."  i  would  like  to  give  you  a  de- 
scription of  the  maenifioence  and  wonderful  appear 
aiicc  of  this  apartment,  but  I  dare  not  trust  myself 


tempts  have  been  made  to  ascertain  the  source  of 
this  invisible  Niagara,  but  owing  to  the  impenetra- 
ble barriers  of  rocks  which  surround  it,  without  any 
success. 

We  next  came  to  "Congress  Hall" — an  immense 
room,  upwards  of  three  hundred  feet  long  and  twen- 
ty feet  high.  On  the  right  of  this,  and  running  near- 
ly parallel,  is  another  large  room,  called  "Geologi- 
cal Hull,"  and  on  the  left  still  another,  called  "Mu- 
sical Hull."  This  is,  probably,  the  longest  room  in 
the  cave.  It  is  at  least  half  a  mile  long,  and  from 
twenty  to  thirty  feet  high!  The  etfect  of  sound, 
which  at  first  misled  me  in  regard  to  my  calculations 
about  the  "Cataract  Hull,"  and  the  roar  of  the  falling 
waters,  is  truly  wonderful.  The  guide,  by  simply 
jumping  upon  the  gravel  stones,  with  which  the  bot- 
tom of  this  hall  is  covered,  produced  a  noise  like  the 
rolling,  rumbling  sound  of  distant  thunder,   lie  then 


fired  a  pistol;  the  sound  of  the  report  was  infinitely 
louder  and  more  stunning  than  the  explosion  of  a 
hundred  cannons  in  the  open  air!  It  filled  the  whole 
cavern,  and  swelled  and  swayed  to  and  fro  through 
its  immense  aisles,  reverberating  and  re-reverbera- 
ting with  such  terrific  intensity,  that,  for  a  time,  I 
began  to  fear  I  had  lost  my  sense  of  hearing!  I 
would  caution  future  explorers  of  this  place  against 
similar  attempts,  as  the  astounding  results  will  not 
compensate  for  the  pained  feelings  which  they  pro- 
duce. There  is  in  this  hall  a  large  stalactite,  called 
the  "Piano;"  it  is  very  sonorous,  and,  by  striking  it 
with  a  slick,  produces  a  variety  of  musical  sounds. 

The  next  object  of  interest  we  reached  was  a  huge 

mass   of  stalagmite,  called   ''Annexation    Rock." 

This  formation  is  of  enormous  size,  and  is  estimated 
to  weigh  at  least  five  hundred  tons — probably  the 
largest  in  the  world.  It  fills  up  the  entire  passage- 
way of  the  main  avenue  through  the  cave.  To  the 
geologist,  this  rock  presents  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing features  of  the  cave;  for  when  he  takes  into  con- 
sideration the  manner  of  the  formation  of  stalactite 
and  stalagmites — remembering  that  when  the  water 
drops  once  in  a  minute  no  formation  takes  place,  the 
succeeding  drop  washing  away  what  was  deposited 
by  the  preceding;  but  when  it  drops  once  in  ten  mi- 
nutes or  more,  the  largest  formations  occur — he  can 
form  some  idea  as  to  the  thousands  of  years  it  must 
have  taken  to  have  acquired  its  enormous  bulk,  and 
consequently,  how  great  must  bo  the  age  of  the 
world!  At  the  side  of  this  rock  is  a  well,  the  depth 
of  which  has  never  been  ascertained.  B;ing  obliged 
to  effect  a  passage  over  this  rock,  we  ascended  by 
means  of  a  ladder  fifteen  feet  high,  and  clambering 
over  its  summit,  descended  at  the  opposite  or  extreme 
end  of  Musical  Hall. 

From  Musical  Hull  we  proceeded  to  another  room 
of  mammoth  dimensions,  and  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred feet  in  height.  It  is  called  the  "Menagerie 
Room."  Here  are  to  be  seen  various  specimens  of 
stalagmite,  resembling  the  Siamese  twins,  the  giraffe, 
the  elephant,  &c.,  &c.  These  formations  are  very 
strong,  and  some  of  tlie  resemblances  to  the  objects 
from  which  they  derive  their  name  wonderfully  ac- 
curate. 

Proceeding  half  a  mile  without  noticing  any  thing 
of  extraordinary  interest,  we  reached  another  fine, 
spacious  hall,  which  has  been  designated  as  the 
"Governor's  Hall."  This  room  is,  by  measurement, 
two  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  one  hundred  feet  in 
height.  It  contains  "Hottentot's  Tent,"  a  mammoth 
stalagmite,  nearly  as  large  as  "Annexation  Rock." 
Its  form  strongly  resembles  that  of  the  ordinary  tent 
used  by  the  Hottentots. 

We  next  came  to  the  "Rocky  Mountains" — a  long 
range  of  rocks  of  considerable  height.  The  guide 
ascended  as  high  as  about  one  hundred  feet,  where 
he  mounted  on  the  top  of  a  projecting  boulder  of  a 
singular  formation,  resembling  an  alabaster  elephant. 
The  appearance  of  this  range  of  rocks,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  such  on  immense  cavern,  is  strikingly  grand; 
and  I  should  have  been  much  gratified  by  remaining 
long  enough  in  the  cave  to  have  affjrded  an  oppor- 
tunity to  cross  over  these  rocky  barriers  and  explore 
the  regions  beyond  them — but  time  would  not  per- 
mit. 

We  were  now  four  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
cave,  and  as  I  was  thrown  entirely  upon  the  kindness 
and  courtesy  of  Mr.  Howe,  having  no  other  compa- 
ny but  our  guide,  I  proposed  to  defer  further  explor- 
ations until  some  more  favorable  opportunity.  Ac- 
cordingly, we  now  commenced  our  return,  passing 
through  the  same  avenues,  and  revisiting  the  same 
halls  and  rooms,  and  natural  curiosities,  which  at 
first  had  filled  me  with  admiration  and  astonishment. 
When  we  arrived  at  "Musical  Hall,"  the  guide  pro- 
posed for  me  to  mount  upon  .some  elevated  stand,  and 
deliver  a  speech,  that  1  might  ascertain  the  singular 
eHect  produced  by  the  diHerent  modulations  of  the 
voice.  As  1  was  in  a  place  which  never  yet  bad 
been  penetrated  by  the  light  of  the  sun,  1  pronounced 
"Ossian's  Address  to  the  Sun."  The  ease  and  fa- 
cility with  which  a  person  can  speak  in  this  hall  are 
truly  wonderful,  'i'ou  scarcely  make  an  effort  to 
pronounce  a  word  before  you  hear  it  echoing  with 
surprising  distinctness  through  the  mighty  chambers 
of  this  more  mighty  cavern. 

I  have  already  spoken  to  you  of  "Geological 
Hall,"  which  is  directly  off  from  the  main  avenue, 
at  the  side  of  Musical  Hall.  As  we  had  not  visited 
this  hall,  wc  now  concluded  to  do  so.  It  has  a  verj 
difficult  entrance,  and  we  were  obliged  to  crawl 
through  a  very  narrow  passage,  by  lying  flat  on  the 
ground,  and  extending  one  arm  through,  and  in  this 
manner  working  our  way  into  the  interior.  This 
room  is  very  spacious,  and  is  singularly  filled  with 
various  geological  specimens.  A  geologist  or  mine- 
ralogist would  find  ample  opportunity  to  indulge  hij 
taste  for  experimenting  upon  ores,  miiicials,and  siu. 
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Rular  formations.  The  bottom  or  floor  of  this  hall  is 
completely  covered  with  the  bones  of  thousands  of 
dead  bats!  Many  of  these  bones  are  imbedded  in  the 
various  stalactites  which  are  now  in  the  process  of 
formation. 

We  continued  cur  journey  back  to  the  mouth  of 
the  cave,  until  we  reached  the  place  where  we  had 
left  ray  friend  P.  We  found  him  stretched  out  on  a 
bed  of  dry  granular  eartti,  sound  asleep.  His  lamp 
was  burning  by  his  side.  Upon  waking  him,  he  in- 
formed us,  that,  having  made  several  unsuccessful 
attempts  to  find  his  way  out  of  the  cave,  he  had  bo- 
come  exhausted;  and,  lying  down  to  rest  himself,  he 
had  unconsciously  and  unintenlionally  fallen  asleep. 
In  a  short  time  m  o  had  passed  the  splendors  of  Wash- 
ington Hall,  wiiich  upon  my  entrance  had  struck  me 
with  its  magnificence — reached  the  Entrance  Hull, 
and  in  a  moment  more  ushered  forth  from  the  eter- 
nal night  of  this  subterraneous  dwelling  into  the 
light  and  freedom  of  day. 

I  have  given  you,  as  faithfully,  though  necessarily 
briefly,  the  principal  features  of  this  extraordinary 
excursion,  as  my  naturally  excited  leelings  will  per- 
mit me;  and  I  do  not  think  I  have  suffered  myself  to 
exagjerate  in  any  single  instance. 

1  have  conversed  with  those  who  have  crossed  the 
"Rocky  -Mountains,"  whicli  terminated  our  explora- 
tion, and  passed  three  miles  beyond.  Tliey  say  you 
come  to  a  most  singular,  tortuous  path,  called  the 
"Winding  Way" — a  narrow  cut  of  about  half  a  mile 
in  length,  varying  in  heiglit  from  four  to  one  hundred 
feet,  and  from  two  to  four  feet  in  wi.llh.  This  path 
winds  and  twists  about  in  a  most  singular  and  grace- 
ful manner,  lis  top  is  elegantly  arched,  and  the  bot- 
tom aHbrds  the  best  walk  tliroughout  the  cave,  being 
nearly  level  and  quite  smooth.  At  the  termination 
of  this  serpentine  passage  is  the  "Rotunda,"  the 
largest  and  most  magnificent  room  yet  discovered. — 
It  is  not  much  less  than  filty  feet  i.i  diameter,  and 
five  hundred  feet  high!  Its  sides  are  fluted  as  regu 
larly  as  the  pillars  of  our  most  exquisitely  construct- 
ed edifii-es.  The  room  swarms  with  live  bats,  of 
which  there  are  great  numbers  in  almost  all  parts  of 
the  cave. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say,  that  when  1  first  visited 
Niagara  Falls  1  felt  as  if  1  had  approached  nearer 
to  the  God  of  Nature  than  ever  before,  that  1  could 
almost  hold  converse  with  Him  through  the  thunder- 
ings  of  His  mighty  voice — but  when  1  returned  from 
the  exploration  of  this  wonderful  cave,  with  its  sol 
emn  aisles,  its  fretted  walls,  its  lofty  domes,  its  grand 
chambers,  its  fathomless  wells,  its  invisible  rivers 
and  terrific  cataracts,  its  world  of  living  and  dead 
that  never  saw  the  light  of  day,  its  huge  masses  of 
solid  rock,  formed  by  the  water,  which  must  have 
been  dropping  a  million  of  centuries — 1  say,  when  I 
came  forth  from  that  wonderful  abode  of  darkness, 
and  stepped  forth  into  the  light  of  the  world,  I  felt 
an  overpowering  awe,  as  if  1  were  in  the  immediate 
presence  of  that  Supreme  Being,  who  has  thus  re- 
vealed himself  in  the  mighty  mystery  of  the  creation 
of  the  eailh. 

[Note. — The  above  facts  are  communicated  to  us 
by  a  scientific  gentleman  of  unquestionable  charac- 
ler— a  near  relative  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marcy. — 
We  can  vouch  for  their  correctness  and  the  fidelity 
with  which  they  are  meant  to  be  presented  to  the 
public.  That  such  a  wonderful  cave  should  exist  so 
near  us,  and  its  existence  not  be  generally  known, 
may  seem  surprising — it  does  so  to  us,  nevertheless 
we  have  our  friend's  word  for  it,  over  his  own  signa- 
ture, and  have  no  reason  to  doubt  its  truth.] 


HURRAH  IN  ENGLAND   FOR   THEIR  SIKH 
VICTORIES. 

A  letter  of  "Juniper  Hedgehog,"  private  of  the  91st 
regiment,  addressed  to  John  Robinson,  thus  dis- 
courses about  laurels — victories,  and  fighting  in  ge- 
neral. 

Dear  John' — When  this  letter  may  find  you,  it  is 
n't  lor  me  to  say,  but  wherever  you  are  it  will  no 
doubt  find  you  upon  a  bed  of  laurels;  though  for  iny 
own  part,  1  do  think  a  bod  of  good  honest  goose  fea- 
thers, the  more  comfortable  lying.  Mind,  1  don't 
for  a  moment  want  to  think  light  of  what  you  've 
done,  and  what  you  've  sufferred.  Not  a  bit  of  it. 
Terrible  work  it  must  be,  and  a  bold  heart  a  man 
must  needs  have  to  go  through  it;  you  've  earned 
yourshare  of  glory — (though  what  may  beyourshare, 
as  a  full  private,  I  can't  say)— and  I  should  think 
have  got  your  belly  full  of  it  for  life.  It's  my  hope, 
however,  that  you  will  never  get  any  more.  No, 
having  cleaned  the  blood  from  your  bayonet,  and 
once  more  polished  up  your  firelock,  it's  my  hope 
that  they'll  never  know  service  agam.  I  do  hope, 
whatever  you  may  think,  that  you  've  had  enough  of 
the  sport;  now  sticking  cold  iron  into  the  bowels  of  a 


screeching  man,  and  now  knocking  in  his  skull,  as  | 
though  it  was  no  more  than  a  pumpkin.  When  the  1 
guns  are  tiring,  and  the  blood  's  up,  of  course  you  I 
think  nothing  of  the  work,  going  at  it  as  though  you 
were  an  engine  of  brass,  made  to  shoot  and  stab. —  1 
But,  1  should  say,  it  can't  be  pleasant  to  think  of' 
when  it  's  over.  That  field  of  glory  as  it  's  called,  1 
must  go  high  to  make  a  man  heart-sick;  must  make  • 
him  a  little  out  of  sorts  with  himself;  'tis  so  dilferent  j 
a  field  to  a  field  of  cut  corn.  For  my  part,  John,  1 
would  much  sooner  cultivate  turnips  than  laurels. 
A  turnip  's  a  nice  thing  for  men  and  cattle,  and  so 
easily  grown.  Now,  laurt-l — even  a  sprig  of  it— must 
bo  raised  in  the  devil's  hot  house,  and  be  manured 
with  human  blood.  Still,  according  to  some  folks, 
there  'a  some  human  blood  that  Proviclence  thinks  no' 
more  than  ditch  water.  Of  course  there  's  been  a 
pretty  hurrah  here  in  England  about  your  putting  ! 
down  the  Sikhs.  One  quiet  gentleman  with  a  goose  , 
quill,  is  very  pious  indeed  upon  the  matter;  and  : 
tliinks  that  the  war  was  expressly  ordered  to  destroy  ! 
"Che  scum  of  Asia."  Providence  having  employed 
the  British  army  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  sweep' 
from  the  earth  so  much  of  its  own  oflal.  It's  droll 
to  think  of  your  pious  Christian,  in  his  easy  chair, 
with  his  foot  on  a  soft  stool,  his  rent  and  taxes  pai.J, 
and  his  pew  at  the  parish  church  newly  cushioned, 
it  's  something  more  than  droll,  is  n't  it,  to  think  of 
him  lifting  his  pious  eyes  to  the  ceiling,  and  talking 
of  some  twenty  thousand  slau.;htered  men  as  the 
"scum,"  the  refuse  of  creatures;  as  animals  just  a 
little  above  apes,  of  no  account  at  all  to  the  God 
who  made  'em.  He— good  John!— thinks  of  'em  as 
more  than  the  vermin  that  once  or  twice  a  year  is 
cleaned  out  of  his  bedsteads,  that  decent  respectable 
people  may  take  their  rest  all  the  cosier  for  the  clean- 
ing.    Easy  Christianity,  is  n't  it? 

And  then  the  demand  there  's  been  for  religion  in 
this  matter.  A  score  of  pious  people — all  hot  from 
their  Bibles — day  after  day  write  to  the  papers  to 
know  when  they  were  to  be  comforte  I,  by  being  au- 
thorised by  her  majesty  to  return  thanks  for  the 
slaughter.  "Are  wo  to  shut  up  in  our  own  breasts," 
writes  one,  very  much  afraid  of  bursting,  "the  grate- 
ful emotion?  Was  there  to  be  no  safety  valve — as  1 
believe  they  call  it — ordi'red  hy  the  government? 
"Are  we  ever  to  content  ourselves  with  talking  to 
one  another,  as  individuals,  of  this  our  great  deliver- 
ance! This  Christian  writes  from  Brighton,  and  with, 
no  doubt,  tears  as  big  as  marbles  in  his  eyes,  wants  to 
know  when  he  is — according  to  a  government  order, 
as  if  he  could  '1  otfer  up  a  private  prayer  on  his  own 
account — when  he  is  to  be  allowed  to  return  thanks 
to  "Him,  who  is  the  God  of  Battles."  Perhaps  I  am 
very  wicked,  but  for  my  part  I  can  never  bring  my 
self  to  think  of  Him  as  the  God  of  Battles.  The  God 
of  Love — the  God  of  .\leroy — the  God  of  Goodness; 
— but  I  cannot  say  the  Cjod  of  Fire — the  God  of 
Blood — the  God  of  every  horror,  committed  upon 
man,  woman,  and  child,  in  the  madness  of  fight! — 
Looking  at  a  field  of  clover,  1  could  thankfully  say, 
the  field  of  God;  but  the  words  stick  in  my  throat 
when  1  think  of  a  field  of  glory;  a  field  soaked  with 
blood — a  field  with  thousands  of  dead  and  dying  crea- 
tures upon  it,  sent  into  the  world  by  God.  But  then, 
I  'am  only  an  ignorant  cabman. 

However,  some  folks  are  glad  that  the  Sikhs  arc 
slaughtered  as  though  they  'd  been  no  more  than  so 
many  locusts.  It 's  a  great  day  for  Christianity,  they 
cry;  never  forgetting  gunpowder  in  their  religion. — 
One  gentleman — I  think  he's  an  Indian  Director — 
sees  a  good  deal  of  likeness  between  the  despatches 
of  your  general  and  the  Bible.'  The  Sikhs  are  the 
worshippers  of  Moloch;  he  say*;  and  like  them  have 
been  destroyed  by  the  true  believers.  Indeed,  I've 
no  doubt  then  these  very  religious  folks  would  go 
from  Genesis  to  Malachi,  and  find  a  resemblarice  in 
every  chapter  to  every  fight  and  movement  in  a  whole 
campaign.  And  I  dare  say,  then,  they  're  quite  sin- 
cere and  honest  in  what  they  mean — but  then  why 
don  't  they  go  on  to  the  New  Testament?  Why  do 
they  stop  short  at  that?  And  if  they  do  slop  sh.irt, 
and  take  all  the  examples  of  bloodshed  from  the 
Bible  and  none  of  their  teaching  from  the  sermon  on 
the  Mount,  why — 1  must  ask  it,  though  1  know  i  am 
nothing  but  a  foolish  cabman — why  don't  they,  so  to 
speak,  undo  their  Christianity?  Why  don't  they  turn 
Jews  at  once;  and  return  thanks,  not  according  to 
the  Testament  in  a  Christian  church,  but  as  the 
Bible  directs,  in  a  synagogue? 

Nevertheless  John  Robinson,  we  hitve  returned 
thanks  that  all  of  you,  with  your  muskets,  and  your 
shells,  and  your  bayonsls,  and  cannon  have  killed 
thousands  of  the  Sikhs.  To  be  sure,  they  struck  the 
first  blow — that  '.  can't  deny.  For  all  that,  I  do 
think  that  in  the  prayer  that  was  made  by  the  Arch- 
bishop, we  did  crow  over  'em  a  little  too  much.  For 
my  part,  I  should  have  liked  it  better  if  the  prayer 
had  said  something,  regretting  like,  the  causes  of  the 
dreadful  slaughter.     Whereas,  it  accounted  no  more  i 


of  the  Sikhs — poor  things — is  it  their  fault,  if  they 
're  not  believers  in  the  scripture? — than  if  they  'd 
been  so  many  mad  dogs,  knocked  on  the  head,  for 
peace  and  safety. 

It  was  quite  a  holyday  in  our  parish;  and  I  do  as- 
sure you  many  of  the  people  looked,  as  they  went  to 
and  from  the  church,  quite  as  proud  as  if  they'd 
handled  sword  an^l  musket  on  their  own  account, 
and  were  returning  llianks  for  their  own  courage. — 
There  was  Snaps,  the  shoemaker  and  church  war- 
den. He  had,  I  know,  all  the  battle  at  his  fingers' 
ends— and  looked  as  if  he  felt  liimself  quite  a  soldier 
all  the  service.  And  his  wife  had  a  bran-new  gown 
for  the  ceremony,  and  his  daughters  new  bonnets.^ 
I  ideed,  I  could  run  over  fifty  people  who  went  to 
church  that  day  as  if  they  were  going  to  oarade;  and 
after  they  'd  heard  the  Archbishop's  prayer,  they 
looked  about  'em  qiiite  proud  and  satisfied,  as  much,  as 
to  say — "See  what  w".  can  do  in  defence  of  our 
country!"  For  myself,  (but  then  I  'm  only  a  cab- 
man), I  must  say  it — 1  did  feel  it  a  melancholy  bu- 
siness. I  could  't,  do  all  1  could,  get  the  horrors  of 
the  battle  outof  my  head.  When  the  organ  Degan  to 
play,  1  only  thought  of  the  roaring  of  the  guns,  and 
the  groaning  of  the  dying.  There  was  one  part  ia 
the  printed  account  of  the  fight  that  I  could  nol  for- 
get.    It  was  this — 

"The  battle  had  begun  at  six,  and  was  over  at 
eleven  o'clock;  the  hand  to-hand  combat  commenced 
at  nine,  and  lasted  scarcely  two  hours.  Tlie  river 
ions  full  of  sinking  men.  For  two  hours,  volley  after 
volley  was  poured  in  \(pon  the  kuinan  mass — the  stream 
being  lilerally  red  with  blood,  and  covered  with  Ike 
bodies  of  the  slain.  At  last,  the  musket  ammunition  be- 
coming exhausted,  the  infantry  fell  to  the  rear;  tho 
horse  artillery  playing  grape,  till  not  a  man  was  vi- 
sible within    range.     No  cor.ir.vssio.'j  was   felt,  or 

MERCY    SIIOW.n!" 

Yes,  John,  "no  compassion  was  felt,  or  mercy 
shown!"  And  we,  as  Ciiristians,  were  called  upon 
to  give  thanks  for  it! 

Well,  our  clergyman — he's  a  kind,  good  creature 
as  ever  prayed  in  a  pulpit — he  preached  upon  the 
text,  (1  've  no  doubt  he  'd  some  meaning  in  it),  "But 
I  say  unto  you,  love  your  enemies."  A  beautiful  dis- 
course he  made;  though  t  do  assure  you  a  good  many 
of  the  people,  all  tucked  out  in  their  best  feathers, 
(quite  a  church  review  I  can  tell  you,)  in  compli- 
ment to  your  guns  and  bayonets,  did  look  a  little 
glum  as  the  good  gentleman  went  on — for  all  the 
world  as  if  they  thought  such  a  discourse  was  n't  for 
that  day,  any  how.  Nevertheless,  he  preached  as  he 
always  does,  real,  every-day  religion — religion  to  be 
worn  like  an  every-day  coat  in  the  working-day 
world,  and  the  religion  that's  put  on  to  come  to 
church  in.  He  worked  the  text  in  all  manner  of 
beautiful  ways.  It  did  sound  cold  to  be  sure,  after 
we  had  been  thanking  God  for  helping  us  to  Glaugh- 
tcr  thousands  of  barbarians — thanking  God  in  the 
words  of  an  Archbishop — to  hear  the  words  of  Hl.M 
who  tells  us  to  "love  our  enemies" — and  not  to  kill 
'em.  "No  compassion  was  felt,  or  mercy  shown," 
says  the  account  of  the  battle.  "Love  your  ene- 
mies," says  Christ. 

"Yes,  all  that's  very  well,"  said  Collops,  the 
butcher,  to  whom  1  was  talking  after  this  fashion — 
Collops  had  mounted  an  entiie  new  suit  for  the 
Thanksgiving — "that's  all  very  well,  Mister  Hedge- 
hog, but  it  won't  do;  such  things  are  nol  to  be  taken 
in  a  straight-for'ard  sense.  Christianity  is  a  beautiful 
thing,  not  a  doubt  on  it,  but  to  be  a  Cliristiau  every 
day  in  the  week,  I  must  shut  up  my  shop.  Il  was 
never  intended.  U  's  quile  enou.;h  if  a  man  attends 
his  church,  and  is  an  earnest  Cliristian  once  in  seven 
days."  And  there  's  a  good  many  folks  like  Collops 
in  our  parish;  and  I  'm  afraid  in  every  other  paristl 
too. 

However,  John,  I  hope  it's  our  last  thanksgiving 
for  gunpowder.  Let  us  only  keep  peace  for  an  odd 
ten  or  fifteen  years  more,  and  you  may  bid  good-by 
to  war  for  good.  The  young  lads  of  our  time  will 
be  brought  up  in  a  better  school  than  their  poor  fa- 
thers, and  won't  have  the   same  relish  for  blood 

They  won't  cackle  about  glory  like  their  parent 
ganders — it's  the  young  'uns  that  1  put  my  hope  upon; 
tor  it  's  no  easy  matter — in  fact,  it  '-  not  to  be  done — 
tosend  middlc-jged  and  old  men  to  school  again, 
to  unlearn  all  the  stupidity  and  trumpery  of  all  their 
lives.  And  so,  John,  1  hope  you  '11  never  fire  ano- 
ther shot.  Not  but  what  you 'II  be  pleased  to  hear 
that  there  'a  i|uite  a  stir  among  us  just  now — get  the 
Quarterly  Revicio,  if  there  'a  a  circulating  library  at 
Lahore — quite  a  stirabout  educating  the  private  sol- 
dier. Tiiey  're  going  to  make  him  quite  a  moral 
■cientific  gentleman.  They  're  going  to  have  libra- 
ries for  him,  though  they  say  nuthing  about  taking 
away  the  halberds.  And  whether  the  soldier  is  still 
to  have  the  cat-o'  nine  tails  or  no,  1  can  't  tell;  but 
certainly  they  do  say  he  's  to  have  books.  And  so  no 
more  from  jour  affectionate  friend. 
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THE  COLUMBIA  RIVER. 


I      "All  the  capacities  of  this  harbor  are  well  known  j 
( to  the  British.    Often  have  Iheir  government  vessels  1 

— ■ ' surveyed   it— three   times  that  I  know  of,  and  never 

The  general  impression  derived  from  all  that  has    with  a  disparaging  report.     But  why  argue?     While 
for  some   years  been  said  and  printed  upon  the  sub-    I  speak,  the  work  is   going  on.     Vessels  have  been 
■'        .   ,,     ,         .,       a;  •  1  .        1    u,Jentering   the   port  since   li9a— a  period  ol  tilly-six 

ject,  and  especially  from  the  official  report  made  by  ygars— without  pilots,  lights,  buoys,  beacons,  steam 
Lieut.  Wilkes,  to  the  government,  in  refernce  to  the  I  ,o„,boals:  without  any  of  the  nids  which  the  skill 
loss  of  the  Peacock,  sloop  of  war,  in  attempting  to  :  and  power  of  civilization  gives  to  a  port.     They  are 


liter  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  was  certainly,  and 


entering  it  nowj  and,  counting  from  its  first  discove- 

.      .    .     I  rv,  there  is  not  a  day  in  the  year,  nor  an  hour  in  the 

we  shared   in   the  impression,  that  the  mouth  of  the  j  ^^^^^  ^^  j^^  ^^^  ^-^^^^^  l„  ^^l^j,  ,^gj,  ,,3^.^  no,  entered 

~  '      '■  '  '    ''    ""' ""  *"  '■"    ii,  and  entered  it  safely.     A  few  have  been  wrecked, 

and  a  very  few;  the  great  mass  have  entered  safely, 
and  this  in  a  state  of  nature.  What  will  it  be,  then, 
when  aided  like  the  established  ports  of  the  civilized 
world?" 

Mr.  Benton  sums  up  most  of  the  commercial  ad- 
vantages of  Oregon  In  the  following  striking  pas- 
sage:— 

"Commercially,  the  advantages  of  Oregon  will  be 
great — far  greater  than  any  equal  portion  of  the  At- 
lantic states.  The  eastern  Asiatics,  who  will  be  their 
chief  customers,  are  more  numerous  than  our  cus- 
tomers in  western  Europe — more  profitable  to  trade 
with,  and  less  dangerous  to  quarrel  with.  Their  ar- 
ticles of  commerce  are  richer  than  those  of  Europe; 
!  they  want  what  the  Oregons  will  have  to  spare,  bread 
I  and  provisions,  and  have  no  systems  of  policy  to  pre- 
;  vent  them  from  purchasing  these  necessaries  of  life 
!  from   those   who  can  supply  Ihem.     The  sea  which 


Columbia  was  so  dangerous  to  navigate  as  to  be 
nearly  inaccessible.  Mr.  Benton,  in  his  recent  speech 
in  tlie  U.  S.  Senate  upon  the  subject,  thus  combats 
that  opinion. 

Mr.  Benlon.  speaking  of  the  supposed  unfitness  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  for  a  commercial  port, 
says — 

"An  expedition  of  our  own  (Captain  Wilkes')  has 
fostered  this  opinion;  but  fortunately  furnishes  the 
correction  to  its  own  error.  The  narrative  of  the  ex- 
pedition condemns  the  port;  the  chart  that  accom- 
panies it  proves  it  to  be  good.  This  chart  was  con- 
structed upon  the  seventy  days'  labor  of  three  young 
gentlemen,  midshipmen  in  the  expedition,  whose 
iiiinierous  soundings  show  the  diligence  and  the  ac- 
curacy of  their  work — their  names,  Knox,  Reynolds, 
and  Blaic.  I  read  what  was  written  in  the  narrative: 
it  differed  from  all  that  I  had  read  before.     I   exa 


ined  the  chart:  it  appeared  to  me  to  present  a  line  i  washes  their  shores  is  every  way  a  better  sea  than 
harbor.  But,  being  no  nautical  man,  I  put  no  faith  I  the  Atlantic;  richer  in  its  whale  and  other  fisheries; 
in  my  own  opinions,  and  had  recourse  to  others, '  in  the  fur  regions  which  inclose  it  to  the  north;  more 
ftlr.  Jas.  Blair,  one  of  the  three  midshipmen  who  had  ;  fortunate  in  the  tranquility  of  its  character,  in  its 
surveyed  the  port,  was  in  this  city,  son  of  my  friend,    porlVct  adaptation  to  steam   navigation;  m  its  inter- 


Francis  P.  Blair.  1  talked  witli  him.  His  answer; 
were  satisfactory.  I  addressed  him  written  queries. 
He  answered  them;  and  his  answers,  supported  by 
facts  and  reasons,  placed  the  harbor  above  that  of 
New  York. 

"But  a  New  York  pilot  was  in  the  city — Mr.  John 
Maginn — for  eighteen  years  a  pilot  there,  and  that 
upon  an  apprenticeship  of  ten  years,  artl  now  the 
President  of  the  New  York  Association  of  Pilots,  and 
their  agent  to  attend  to  the  pilot  bill  before  congress; 
he  was  here,  and  made  my  acquaintance.  I  asked 
him  to  compare  the  charts  of  the  two  harbors,  Ne 
York  .      -    .      ^ 


mediate  or  half-way  islands,  and  its  myriad  of  rich  | 
islands  on  its  further  side;  in  its  freedom  from  mari- 
time powers  on  its  coasts,  except  the  American,  which 
is  to  grow  up  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  As  a 
people  to  trade  with;  as  a  sea  to  navigate;  the  Mon- 
golian race  of  eastern  Asia,  and  itie  North  Pacific 
ocean,  are  far  preferable  to  the  Europeans  and  the 
Atlantic." 

Through  the  valley  of  the  Columbia  lies,  says 
Mr.  Benton,  the  passage  to  this  mighty  commerce; 
where  is  the  North  American  road  to  India,  better 
than  the  northwest  passage  sought  so  long  and  sedii 


„„„   ..,„   ...oulh  of  the  Columbia,  and  give  his    lously  by  the   fleets  of  Great   Britain.     Mr.  Benton 

opinion  in  writing,  detailed  and  reasoned,  of  Iheir  re- !  then  returns  to  the  navigation  of  the  Columbia:— 
spective  meiits.     He  did  so,  and  these  ans-vers  place  t      "The   Columbia  river  is  decried  for  its  navigation 
the  port  of  the  Columbia  far  above  that  of  New  York    —not  by  the  British,  who  know  its  value,  and  Strug 
in  every  particular,  without  exception,  which  consti- 1  gle  to  maintain  Us  possession,  but  by  those  who  see 
tutes  a  good  harbor.  In  depth  of  water  and  in 
liiiectness  of  channel'^,  on 


of  channel — in  directness  of  channels,  one  being  ex- 
actly straight,  the  other  with  an  elhow  only — in  the 
form  and  character  of  the  bar,  which  is  narrow,  with 
a  hard  sand  bottom,  and  gently  sloping  to  the  shores 
—  in  readiness  of  access  to  the  sea,  being  in  the  edge 
of  the  ocean — in  freedom  from  ice  in  winter  and 
great  heats  in  summer — in  steadiness  of  winds  and 
currents — in  freedom  from  shelters  outside  of  the 
harbor,  where  enemy's  ships  or  fleets  in  time  of  war 
can  hide  and  lie  in  wait  for  returning  or  outgoing  ves- 
sels— in  number,  extent  and  safety  of  anchoring 
places,  suHicient  for  any  number  and  any  class  of  ves- 
sels, immediately  williin  the  liarbor — in  defensibilily, 
being,  from  the  ni'rrowness  of  the  mouth  and  the 
high  points  which  overlook  it,  susceptible  of  absolute 
defence.  And  in  this  respect,  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
lumbia stands  out  pre-eminently  distinguished  over 
all  the  rivers  of  the  Atlantic,  and  most  of  those  of 
the  world. 

"No  seven  months,  like  the  Nile,  or  three.  Hue 
the  Mississippi — no  broad  outlets  ttirough  low  lands 
and  marshes — no  wide  expanse  of  water  at  its  mouth 
— but  a  bay  within,  large  enough  to  hold  ten  thou- 
sand vessels,  a  narrow  gale  to  enter  the  sea,  and  pro- 
montories on  each  side  to  receive  batteries  to  defend 
it.  In  short,  in  a  state  of  nature,  without  piiots, 
light-houses,  buoys,  beacons,  steam  towboats,  an  ex- 
cellent port:  with  these  advantages,  superior  lo  IVew 
York  for  every  vessel,  from  the  merchant  seivice  lo 
the  ship-of-the-line.  Such  is  the  harbor  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia,  which  has  been  undervalued  for 
several  reasons;  among  others,  lo  find  an  argument 
for  going  to  .M  -10  to  search  for  harbors  in  the  depths 
of  voicaiiio  cliasnis,  often  too  deep  for  anchorage,  too 
abrupt  lor  approach,  and  always  seated  in  sterile 
lands,  to  ivliicfi  geography  has  attached  the  name  ol 
Desolation.  Like  the  otherdisadvantagcs  attributed 
to  ihe  Columbia,  ttiat  of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  vanishes  at  the  touch  of  examination?  Not 
only  vanishes,  but  turns  out  to  be  one  of  its  great 
and  positive  superiorities.  I  would  r.  ad  Ihc  state- 
ments ul  Midshipman  Blair,  and  the  pilot,  Mr.  Ma- 
ginn, but  find  them  loo  long  for  a  place  in  a  speech; 
ttie;  will  appear  in  an  appendix. 


the  wliolc  country  beyond  the  Rocky  mountains 
through  the  medium  of  depreciation.  It  is,  even  in 
a  state  of  nature,  a  practicable  river  for  oavigation. 
The  tide  flows  up  it  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles: 
and  lo  that  distance  there  is  ship  navigation.  Bat- 
teaux  ascend  it  to  Fort  Colville,  at  the  upper  falls, 
making  more  or  fewer  portages,  according  to  the 
slaie  of  the  water;  and  beyond  that  point  they  still 
ascend  to  the  'Boat  Encampment,'  opposite  the  head 
of  Ihe  Athabasca;  where  a  pass  in  the  mountains 
leads  to  the  waters  of  the  Frozen  ocean.  Periodi- 
cally, the  river  is  flooded  by  the  melting  of  the  snows 
in  the  mountains,  and  then  many  of  the  falls  and  ra- 
pids are  buried  in  deep  wafer,  and  no  trace  of  Ihem 
seen.  Tfiis  is  even  the  case  with  the  Great  Falls, 
where  a  pilch  of  twenty-eight  feet,  at  low  water, 
disappears  wholly  under  the  Hood.  Sixty  feet  is  the 
rise,  and  that  annual  and  punctual  No  iceobrtructs 
its  surface;  no  sunken  trees  encumber  its  bottom. — 
Alt  will  improve  the  navigation,  and  sleam-vessels 
will  undoubtedly  run  to  the  Upper  Falls — the  pilch 
sixteen  feet — a  distance  from  llde-water  of  some  six 
hundred  miles;  and  the  point  where  the  land  car- 
nage of  sixty  miles  begins.  Clark's  river  has  a 
breadlh  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  up  to  its 
forks,  being  near  the  width  of  the  Cumberland  at 
Nashville. 

"The  melting  of  the  snows  gives  it  a  periodical 
flood.  Tho  valley  through  which  this  river  flows  is 
rich  and  handsome,  in  places  fifteen  miles  wide,  well 
wooded  and  grassy,  ornamented  with  the  beautiful 
Flat  Head  lake— a  lake  of  thirty-five  miles  in  length, 
sealed  in  a  large  fertile  cove,  and  embosomed  in 
snow-capped  mountains.  Hot  and  warm  springs,  ad- 
vantageously compared  by  Lewis  and  Clark  to  those 
in  Virginia,  also  enrich  it;  and  when  the  East  India 
trade  has  taken  its  course  through  this  valley,  here 
may  grow  up,  not  a  Palmyra  of  the  desert,  but  a 
Palmyra,  queen  of  the  mountains.  From  the  forks 
of  Clark's  river,  nearly  due  cast,  it  is  about  ninety 
miles  to  the  North  Pass,  along  a  well-bealcn  buffalo 
road,  and  over  a  fertile,  grassy,  and  nearly  level 
mountain  plain.  The  Noitli  Pass  is  as  easy  as  the 
South — practicable  by  any  vehicle,  in  a  state  of  na- 
tuio,  and  no  obstacle  to  the  full  day's  march  of  the 


traveller.  Lewis  and  Clark  made  thirty-two  miles 
the  day  they  came  through  it,  and  without  being  sen- 
sible of  any  essential  rise  at  the  point  of  separation 
between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  waters.  To  the 
right  and  left  the  moumains  rose  high;  but  the  Pass 
itself  is  a  depression  in  the  mountain,  sinking  to  tha 
level  of  the  country  at  their  base.  From  this  Pasj 
to  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Missouri,  and  nearly  east 
from  it,  is  sixty  miles — in  all,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  from  the  forks  of  Clark's  river  to  the  Great 
Falls  of  the  Missouri,  which,  added  to  the  sixty  mileg 
from  Clark's  river  to  the  Upper  Falls  of  the  Colum- 
bia, gives  two  hundred  and  ten  miles  of  land  carriage 
between  the  large  navigable  waters  of  the  Columbia 
and  Missouri." 

OUR  TERRITORY  ON. THE  PACIFIC. 

The  adjustment  of  our  boundary  line  in  Oregon 
and  the  final  settlement  of  all  controversy  with  Eng- 
land on  that  subject  will  no  doubt  give  an  impetus  to 
emigration  to  the  Pacific  coast  sufficient  lo  form  tha 
population  of  a  new  state  in  thai  quarter  within  a 
few  years.  If  California  shall  become  ours,  of  which 
there  appears  to  be  every  probability,  a  range  of 
Pacific  states  will  soon  exist.  Then  will  the  grand 
cycle  be  completed:  and  civilization  in  its  progress 
from  the  East  will  have  reached  its  ultimate  point. 
From  the  shores  of  Oregon  our  people,  the  latest 
born  of  the  nations  yet  the  oldest  in  the  world's  his- 
tory, will  look  across  the  Pacific  to  the  land  where 
Humanity  was  cradled. 

Ages  and  ages  ago,  from  the  banks  of  the  Ganges, 
the  first  step  in  the  march  of  civilization  was  made. 
Babylon  and  Nineveh  next  had  their  days  of  great- 
ness; then  Egypt,  whose  victorious  Sesostris  triumph- 
ed as  she  marched  over  to  Ihe  remotest  confines  of 
India.  Afterwards  came  the  Persian  ascendancy; 
then  the  splendors  of  Grecian  civilization  and  the 
empire  of  Alexander  the  Great;  and  lastly,  as  the 
crowning  chapter  of  ancient  history,  Western  Eu- 
rope swayed  the  world  by  the  iron  grasp  of  Rome's 
military  legions. 

From  India,  Egypt  received  her  philosophy  and 
literature;  from  E^ypl,  letters  were  carried  by  Cad- 
mus into  Greece;  and  into  both  of  the  venerable 
seats  of  early  civilization.  Pythagoras  travelled  lo 
bring  home  truths  of  wisdom.  All  these,  inherited 
by  Rome,  became  the  property  of  the  European 
mind.  Thus  from  age  to  age,  from  nation  to  nation, 
the  progress  has  gone  on,  every  age  and  every  na- 
tion, which  has  received  tiie  transmitted  heritage  of 
the  great  trust  of  Humanity,  having  had  its  particu- 
lar function,  some  to  develop  one  characteristic, 
some  to  bring  forth  another.  And  how  great  the 
changes  have  been  since  the  first  step  of  the  onward 
movement  one  may  distinctly  conceive  by  beholding 
the  republican  pioneer  of  America  confronting  tho 
Brahmin  of  India— the  one  the  latest  type  of  indivi- 
dual self-dependence  and  distinct  personality;  the 
other  Ihe  representative  of  a  priestly  dynasty  which 
locked  all  human  freedom  in  the  rigid  forms  o(  easia 
over  which  superstition  sat  predominant — a  dynasty 
which  existed  belore  history  began,  and  whose  repre- 
sentatives at  this  day  are  connected  by  an  uninter- 
rupted succession  with  the  earliest  period  of  record- 
ed tune. 

We  have  reached  Ihe  Pacific,  and  there  on  its 
tranquil  shores  the  onward  progress  of  our  restless 
population  must  slop.  Looking  over  the  immense 
region  which  Providence  has  given  to  us  to  occupy, 
the  mind  is  lost  in  the  immensity  of  the  greatness 
which  awaits  us,  and  the  heart  is  stricken  with  awe 
at  the  vast  responsibility  which  must  rest  upon  us  as 
the  people  who  are  to  hold  in  trust  the  accumulated 
results  of  all  preceding  civilization.  Human  rights 
and  human  freedom;  self-government;  Ihe  history  of 
fallen  nations,  once  great  and  powerful;  the  records 
of  wars  and  convulsions  which  were  the  parturient 
throes  ushering  some  new  idea  or  principle  into  life; 
all  these  and  a  Ihuiisand  kindred  reflections  rush  into 
the  mind  when  one  ventures  to  consider  the  mighty 
future  which  lies  before  this  Republic  and  its  adven- 
turous people.  The  commerce  of  the  world  is  to 
be  ours,  and  bolli  oceans  are  to  be  subject  lo  us. — 
The  splendors  of  eastern  cities  which  grew  into 
greatness  by  Ihe  trade  between  the  Valley  of  the 
Nile  and  the  Valley  of  the  Ganges,  will  shme  but 
dimly,  even  in  the  enhanced  illumination  of  fancy 
and  tradition,  wtien  compared  with  the  stately  mag- 
nificence and  colossal  struclure  of  Ihe  cities  which 
are  to  concentrate  the  rich  elaments  of  the  Valley 
of  tho  Mississippi:  The  ruins  of  Thebes  and  Mom- 
phis,  of  Palmyra  and  Balbec  remain  still  to  attest  a 
wonderful  degree  of  former  greatness;  but  they  grew 
up  by  means  of  a  caravan;  trade  on  camels,  or  by  a 
commerce  of  galleys  on  Ihe  Re  I  sea  and  the  Persian 
gulf.  From  such  a  traffic  let  the  eye  turn  to  the 
rivers,  canals,  and  railroads  of  this  continent  of  ours, 
to  the  mighty  agency  of  steam,  propelling  iunumera- 
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ble  vessels  and  cats,  and  to  the  immense  expanse  of 
alluvial  soil,  fcrlile  in  products  under  the  culture  of 
a  people  who  lor  enterprise,  euersy,  and  invention 
bave  no  superiors — we  may  say  no  equals. 
..  The  possession  of  the  Pacific  coajt  will  give  a  now 
impulse  to  our  already  rapid  pron;re5i.  A  new  ba^is 
of  eoinmercial  operations,  having  the  Bay  of  Si. 
Francisco  and  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  for  its 
prominent  points,  must  soon  exist  beyond  the  Rocky 
mountains.  "CLnimercially,"  says  Mr.  Senator  Ben- 
ton, "the  advantages  of  Orejon  will  be  great — far 
greater  than  any  eipjal  portion  of  the  Atlantic  states. 
The  eastern  .A^iiiics,  who  will  be  their  chief  cus- 
tomera,  are  nio.-e  numerous  than  our  customers  in 
western  Europe — more  protiiabic  to  trade  with,  and 
less  dangerous  to  quarrel  with.  Their  articles  of 
commerce  are  richer  than  tho->c  of  Eui'ope;  they 
want  what  the  Oregons  will  have  lo  spare,  bread  and 
proTiaioDS,  and  ha»e  no  systeml  of  policy  to  prevent 
Ihem  from  purchasing  these  necessaries  of  life  from 
those  who  caii  supply  them.  The  sea  which  washes 
their  shores  is  every  way  a  better  sea  than  the  At- 
lantic; richer  in  its  whale  and  olher  fisheries;  in  the 
fur  regions  which  inclose  it  to  the  north,  more  fortu- 
nate in  the  tranquillity  of  its  character,  in  its  freedom 
from  storms,  gulf  streams,  and  icebergs;  in  its  per- 
fect aJaplalion  lo  steam  navigation;  in  its  interme- 
diate or  half-way  islands,  and  its  myriad  of  rich 
islands  on  its  further  side;  in  its  freedom  from  mari 
time  powers  on  its  coasts,  except  the  American, 
which  is  to  grow  up  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia. 
As  a  people  to  trade  with;  as  a  sea  to  navigate;  Ihe 
Mongolian  race  of  eastern  Asia,  and  the  North  Pa- 
cific ocean,  are  far  preferable  lo  the  Europeans  and 
the  Atlantic." 

From  the  Pacific  across  the  Rocky  mountains  to 
the  navigable  waters  of  the  Mississippi  there  are 
means  of  communication  which  may  be  easily  im- 
proved into  throughfares.  The  navigation  of  the 
Columbia,  it  is  believed,  can  be  made  practicable 
to  the  Upper  Falls,  a  distance  of  six  hundred  miles 
from  tide  water.  The  North  Pass  is  declared  by 
Mr.  Benton  to  be  as  easy  as  the  South — there  is  no 
sensible  elevation  to  remind  the  traveller  that  he  is 
ascending.  From  this  Pass  to  the  Great  Falls  of  the 
Missouri  is  about  sixty  miles;  and  the  whole  distance 
from  the  navigable  waiers  of  the  Columbia  to  those 
of  the  Missouri  is  slated  at  some  two  hundred  and 
ten  miles  only.  This  interval  is  well  adapted  for  the 
construction  of  a  railroad. 


The  speaker  proceeded  to  show  that  the  .\frioan 
race  have  peculiar  sen-^ibilities  which  are  iinporlant 
in  such  a  work.  Tlie  cxperiM-icnt  in  I,iberi;i  shows 
them  to  be  capable  of  self-government.  The  [>res- 
senl  governor  of  that  colony,  said  he,  was  once  a 
poor  barber  in  the  city  where  I  reside,  and  it  is  bul 
a  few  days  >ince  1  conversed  wilh  one  who,  having 
contrived  lo  glean  the  rudinients  of  knowledge  from 
those  whom  he  found  willing  to  instruct  hi:n  in  the 
hotel  where  he  serves,  has  gatheied  a  little  library, 
and  is  pushing  his  way  into  latin  literature.  Select 
well  endowcil  Africans,  and  dcvclope  their  mental 
powers,  and  you  reach  their  gratitude;  you  arm  llieni 
wilh  that  which  is  most  potent  in  this  world — love  to 
a  benefactor.  When  Christ  desired  lo  implant  his 
religion,  and  lo  employ  men  for  that  purpose,  he  se- 
lected his  instruments  fi'om  those  connected  in  llieir 
sympathies  wilh  the  mass  of  men,  and  these  when 
they  wore  made  free  in  the  liberty  of  the  Gospel, 
yet  linked  to  the  niullitude  of  the  poor  and  de- 
graded and  could  say.  My  brother!  to  the  oppressed; 
they  pointed  to  another  world,  to  that  "elder  broth- 
er" who  had  died  lo  disenthral  them;  they  lifted  up 
the  vast  masses  of  society  lo  drink  the  waters  of 
eternal  life.  And  so  let  .M'rican  hearls  he  filled  wilh 
love  to  God  and  men,  and  they  will  go  forth  to  their 
class — Will  guide  the  benighted  myriads  of  the  dark 
land  lo  Him,  "that  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the 
world." 

Bul  educalion  furnishes  the  only  efficient  means 
by  which  our  object  can  be  attained.  Education  is 
an  universal  want.  The  Creator  of  the  mind  made 
it  to  be  freely  developed  under  the  influence  of 
sound  instruction.  When  a  soul  appears  in  this 
world  it  is  the  voice  of  the  Almighty,  as  when  he 
formed  the  worlds, ''Let  there  be  light,"  for  that  mind. 
Humanity,  as  it  staggers  along  the  walks  of  imnior- 
lalily,  responds  to  every  question  like  Ihe  blind  beg- 
gar of  old,  "Lord  that  mine  eyes  might  be  opened," 
and  whoshall  forbid  the  traveller  lo  the  judgment,  to 
see.>  If  sonvfi  master  fiend,  with  power  equal  to  Ins 
malignity,  should  seek  to  hurl  the  universe  to  ruin, 
and  throw  chaos  around  Ihe  throne  of  heaven,  would 


erally  or  more  equally  diffused,  emancipation  may 
remove  the  ■.tain  of  slavery;  but  give  the  slave  free- 
rloin  in  Ameiica,  and  you  only  plare  him  where  ho 
must  suller  odium  ami  conlempl.  To  take  lum  by 
the  hand  and  vigorously  educate  him  for  this  high 
purpose  of  a  mission  to  his  anoeslral  land,  is  to  pre- 
sent a  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  poivers,  and  to 
give  him  the  highest  hope  of  honor  and  usefulness  to 
his  race. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  wilh  a  forcible  illustration  of 
the  power  of  education,  drawn  from  the  wonderful 
spread  of  Catholicism.  Much  has  been  said  with  re- 
spect to  the  power  and  progress  of  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion among  us;  would  you  know  the  secret  of  that 
power?  Wander  then  beneath  the  soft  niooniiglit  of 
Italy,  around  the  precincts  of  Ihe  College  of  tho 
Propaganda.  There,  where  the  light  cnlers  a  Ihou- 
sand  casements,  are  the  sons  of  the  Catholic  faith 
drawn  lo  those  sacred  seats  from  the  remotest  limits 
of  Christendom,  and  even  from  tho  farthest  portions 
of  the  enrtli;  and  those  thus  lakcn  kindly  by  the 
hand,  and  there  fed  with  knowledge,  will  go  io  the 
death  for  the  faith  of  ihcir  benefactors. 

Ill  like  niaiHur,  take  your  men  of  color  from 
among  us— educate  them — train  them  for  this  work, 
and  send  them  forth.  Go  wilh  them  to  the  wharf 
where  they  embark,  and  waive  the  parling  hand  to 
them  as  the  vessel  bears  them  away,  and  you  will 
see  them  turn,  in  tears,  to  pray,  "Now  Heaven  give 
me  strength  lo  labor  and  to  sutfer  for  Africa;"  and 
they  will  go  with  warm  hearls  to  their  work,  and 
send  out  intiuences  of  blessing  over  that  whole  con- 
tinent— 

"Till  H  rnpl  111  fire,  the  realms  of  Eiher  glow, 

And  heaven's  hist  thunder  shakes  ihe  woild  below." 


DEATH   AND    FUNKRAL  OF  THE  HON. 
RICHARD  P.  HERRlClv, 

Representative  in   congress  from  Ike  slate  of  New   York. 


IN  THE  UODSE  OF    REPRESENTATIVES,  22J  JUNE,   1846. 

^     ,  ,      ^  ,,  ,      Mr.  C.4RR0LL,  of  New  York,  announced  the  death 

be  obstruct   the  path  of  some  remote  world,  or  ex-    ^p  j^jj  colleague 
tinguish  some  inferior  sjtellite  in  our  solar  system? —        -j^j^g  announce 


AFRICAN  CIVILIZATION. 


The  first  anniversary  of  the  African  Education 
and  Civilizalion  Society,  was  held  io  the  Taberna- 
cle, New  York,  on  Ihe  evening  of  the  8th  June. 
The  design  of  this  society,  which  has  been  recently 
organized,  is  to  educate  young  men  of  color  to  be- 
come missionaries  of  civilization  and  Christianity  lo 
Africa. 

A  report,  slating  the  objects  of  Ihe  society,  and 
presenting  letters  of  sympathy  and  encouragement 
from  ex-Go\eriior  King,  of  R.  1.;  Governor  Owsley, 
of  Ky.;  Judge  Williams,  ol  Vermont,  and  others, 
was  read  by  the  secretary;  and  an  interesting  ad- 
dress delivered  by  Rev.  E.  L.  Magoon,of  Richmond, 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Magoon  endeavored  to  show  that  in  redeem- 
ing Africa,  and  giving  art,  science,  and  ohristiaiiily, 
to  one  quarter  of  the  globe,  the  colored  race  are  the 
proper  agents  to  be  employ  ed.  They  only  have  the 
physical  constitution  to  enOure  the  climate  of  the 
Western  coast,  where  all  our  labors  must  begin,  and 
they  have  the  menial  atlr.bules  adapted  to  this  spe- 
cific enterprise.  Africa,  he  said,  had  not  always 
been  a  benighted  land.  It  was  the  earliest  theatre 
of  civilization  after  the  flood.  All  history  teaches 
that  science  and  an  began  on  the  banks  of  Ihe  Nile, 
and  thence  crossed  the  Red  Sea  to  Syria  and  the 
East.  Carthage  and  Tyre  were  colonies  of  Ethiopia. 
From  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  lo  Ihe  Ganges,  the 
whole  of  Africa  and  the  South  of  Asia  was  peopled 
and  civilized  by  the  colored  race.'  It  is  well  known 
that  in  all  the  pictorial  arts  of  Egypt  not  a  single 
white  face  is  delineated  till  ihe  era  of  the  Persian 
conquest.  The  Africans  are,  it  is  true,  a  degraded 
race.     They  are  such  as  ages  of  unmitigated  oppres 


Would  he  not  rather  dash  the  sun  from  his  throne, 
and  cast  Ihe  mantle  of  midnight  over  all  Ihis  fair 
universe!  He  who  would  darken  the  human  soul, 
and  shut  the  light  out  of  any  mind,  he  is  a  master 
fiend! 

By  education  only,  can  the  colored  race  be  eleva- 
ted here.     In  countries  where  education  is  less  gen- 


spread  more  at  large  over  our  own  country  by  the 
American  consul,  Gliddon.  The  theory  first  ad- 
vanced by  Dr.  Morton,  of  Philadelphia,  has  met 
with  the  assent  of  all  who  have  rendered  themselves 
familiar  with  ancient  Egyptian  history,  and  it  is  now 
almost  universally  admilled  that  that  earliest  and 
most  civilized  nalion  of  antiquity  was  founded  by  a 
race  whose  features,  instead  of  at  all  approaching 
those  of  the  negro,  are  proved  by  their  thous.mds 
and  thousands  of  extant  mummies,  and  by  the  still 
existing  drawings,  paintings,  and  memorials  of  their 
form  and  color,  and  by  their  decyphered  language, 
to  have  been  of  the  pure  Caucasian  genus.  Out  of 
100,  the  proportion  of  the  white  or  (i^aueasian  is  84 
to  but  16  of  all  other  races,  the  negro  included. — 
Mr  Gliddon  has  indicated  another  error,  widely 
prevalent,  the  theory  that  the  curse  pronounced 
against  Canaan,  the  son  of  Ham,  has  been  verified  in 
the  fate  of  Ihe  negro  race.  Ham  was,  as  were  his 
tbrothers,  Shem  and  J.iphet,  of  the  white  or  Cauca- 
sian race,  says  Mr.  Gliddon,  and  so  were  his  imme- 
diate descendants,  among  whom  were  Mizraiin,  the 
opposed    founder  of  Egypt,  and   Canaan,   the   pro 


ement  was  made  in  terms  of  appro- 
priateness and  depth  of  feeling  that  manifest  Ihe 
most  poignant  sorrow  at  tho  loss  of  one  of  ihe  most 
beloved  members  of  the  house.  He  said  that  the 
delegation  had  devolved  upon  him  the  duly  of  coin- 
niunicaling  to  Ihe  house  the  death  of  his  lamented 
colleague.  He  who  decreed  all  things  lor  good,  and 
;ill  Ihiiigs  well,  had  so  ordered  it  that  the  seat  re- 
cently filled  by  one  of  the  most  worthy  members  of 
Ihis  house  was  now  vacant.  The  hon.  Richard  P. 
Herrick,  of  the  I'ilh  congressional  district  of  New 
York,  died  at  his  lodgings  in  this  cily,  on  S.Uurday, 
at  6  P.  M.,  after  a  pinful  and  severe  illness.  His 
constitution  was  yielded  and  his  spirit  departed  with 
the  resignation  of  one  who  knew  his  fate,  and  who 
was  not  afraid  to  meet  it.  His  colleagues  have  the 
consolation  of  believing  that  he  has  but  exchanged 
his  abode  on  earth  for  the  mansions  of  just  men  made 
perfect  and  eternal  in  the  Heavens. 

iMr.  C.  further  said:  would  that  I  had  a  beller  ac- 
quaintance with  my  colleague  that  I  miglit  Ihe  more 
impress  upon  the  house  Ihe  many  virtues  of  his  cha- 
racter, bul  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  his  colleagues  and 
all  the  members  of  this  house  will  bc.ir  witness  with 
me  lo  these  many  virtues,  lo  his  kindness  of  heart, 
purity  of  purpose,  and  diligence  in  the  discharge  of 
all  his  public  duties.  His  uniform  urbanity  of  man- 
ners, and  his  many  social  qualities  will  never  be  ef- 
faced from  from  Ihe  memories  of  those  who  knew 
him  here  and  at  home.  To  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Rensalaer,  whom  ho  so  laiilifully  repre- 
ented  during    this  long  and   arduous  session  of  con- 


dulies  in  the  remolesl  antiquity  that  they  are  now 
subjected  to  wherever  dwelling  abroad  out  of  their 
own  native  country.  Nor  is  it  true  ibal  Hannibal, 
Oiigen,  Tertullian,  Cyprian,  Augustine,  or  any  of 
Pharaonic,  Carlhagnnan,  Plolemaic,  Arab,  or  Moor- 
_  ^  ish    lame,  were  negroes,  though  born  in  Africa,  any 

lion  have  made  them.  But  they  weTe  not  aVwayg  ]  more  than  that  negroes  born  m  Europe  or  America 
such.  Immediately  after  the  introduction  of  Uhris-  are  therefore  white.  The  three  great  and  dislinet 
(iauily,  as  if  to  link  Africa  to  the  purest  sympathies  j  lypes  of  African  populalio.i  are  sai(d  lo  be  the  negro, 
of  our  hearts,  we  find  the  mightiest  defenders  of  our  the  Moor  or  Arab,  and  the  Cadre.  The  ancient 
faith,  Africans.  Origen,  Terlullian,  Cyprian,  the  [  Eg)  plians  have  been  blended  away  more  or  less  w  ith 
great  Augustine,  were  Africans.  'Ihe  earliest  and  all  of  them,  forming  a  great  variety  of  distinct  races, 
soundest  school  of  theological  learning  was  founded    such  as   the  Copts,  Fellahs,  Nubians,  and,  possibly, 


genitor  of  the  Canaaniles.  It  was  the  expulsion  of  '  gress,  the  tidings  of  his  death  will  be  alike  painful 
the  latter  from  Judea  and  their  olher  misfortunes,  1  and  unexpected.  His  father  had  been  endeared  lo 
Ihal  conslilutcd  the  fulfilment  of  the  curse,  says  Mr.    ihis  people  for  his  services  in  the  revolution,  and  the 

Gliddon.     The    negro   race    is  depicted  on  ancient  |  son  had  lived  among  them   from  early  childhood 

Egyptian  monuments  as  performing  the  same  servile  ,  He  was  the   founder   of  his  own  fame  and  fortune, 


upoQ  African  soil." 


*NoTE. — These  remarks  of  the  speaker  might  mis- 
lead the  reader,  but  for  the  flood  of  light  which  has 
been  diffused  over  the  antiquities  of  Egypt,  by  Cham- 
poUion,  &g,,  wbo^e  knowledge  lias  been  latterly 


the  Berbers,  and  other  various  distinct  races  now  peo- 
pling the  northeastern  porlion  of  the  African  conti- 
nent. Is  not  the  great  cause  of  African  ameliora- 
tion rather  injured  than  benefitted  by  such  encroach- 
ments upon  either  the  Irullis  or  probabilities  of  the 
pegro  relations  lo  ancient  history?    Ko.  f^AT.  Reg. 


and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  at  the  age  of  54  was 
distinguished  for  his  enterprise,  industry,  great  mo- 
ral worth,  and  the    uprightness   of  Ins  cliaracter 

The  sphere  of  his  business  relations  was  large,  and 
he  had  endeared  himself  to  the  people  by  his  regard 
for  Ihe  institutions  of  learning  and  religion  among 
them. 

To  his  bereaved  family  the  blow  was  most  sudden 

and  unexpected.     The  lenderest  relations  of  life, 

the  duties  of  the  husbjnd  and  father,  he  keenly  felt 
and  nio-t  devoutly  performed.  To  them  the  bereave- 
ment was  great,  and  the  loss  not  lo  be  made  up. 

Mr.  Carroll,  in  conclusion,  offered  the  accustomed 
resolutions  of  respect  by  expressions  of  sympathy 
for  the  survivors  of  llie  dead,  by  the  adofiiion  of  a 
resolution  lo  go  into  mourning  for  the  space  of  thirtj 
days,  and  by  inviting  Ihe  senate  to  participale  in  tho 
funeral  services  which  are  ordered  lo  lake  place 
from  tho  hali  of  the  house  to-morrow  at  19  o'clock. 
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The  house,  as  a  further  mark  of  respect,  then  ad- 
journed, and  the  re5olu(inn=  were  communicated  to 
the  senate  at  noon,  by  ihf!  clr;l!;  of  il:e  l.ouse.  Thcv 
were  responded  to  by  Mr.  Dis,  in  terms  of  becom- 
ing Uindoees  and  syDipathy.  The  presence  of  death 
in  these  halls  is  always  solemn  and  impressive,  but 
it  is  doubly  impressive  when  the  living  are  suddenly 
struck  down  by  death.  It  was  so  with  the  deceased. 
He  was  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his  legislative 
duties  on  Tuesday,  though  complaining  in  the  even- 
ing of  that  day.  Up  to  Saturday  morning,  there 
were  hopes  of  his  recovery,  and  indeed  until  that 
time  he  had  not  been  regarded  as  seriously  ill. — 
Circumstances  like  these  were  as  likely  to  attend  us 
as  the  departed.  They  admonished  us  most  forcibly 
of  the  uncertain  tenure  of  life.  In  the  case  of  Mr. 
HerricU  they  were  not  without  their  consolatory  in- 
fluences, while  they  taught  us  of  the  shortness  of  life 
and  the  umerlainty  of  the  grave,  they  also  taught 
us  that  a  life  well  spent,  could  not  be  closed  without 
finding  us  in  the  discharge  of  our  public  duties.  We 
may  be  cut  off  in  the  midst  of  our  duties,  and  yet 
have  fulfilled  all  the  purposes  of  which  we  were 
created.  Mr.  Herrick  had  always  been  assiduous  in 
the  performance  of  his  public  duties.  He  was  suc- 
cessful in  business,  and  bore  an  unblemished  name  in 
the  transaction  of  all  his  duties  of  life.  My  resi- 
dence and  his,  said  Mr.  Dix,  were  only  separated  by 
the  river.  I  remember  hini  as  highly  esteemed,  and 
as  being  in  the  possession  of  many  offices  of  local 
trust,  as  an  active  member  of  the  legislature  of  his 
Btate.  In  the  community  where  he  lived  he  stood 
without  reproach,  and  was  known  for  his  good  faith  ' 
in  all  the  transactions  of  business.  He  was  also 
known  for  his  courtesy,  his  benevolence,  and  his 
kindness,  and  here  he  was  justly  esteemed  for  the 
conscientous  discharge  of  all  his  public  duties.  His 
life,  as  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  was  one  of 
the  happy  illustrations  of  the  freedom  of  our  insti- 
tutions which  opened  the  doors  wide  to  all.  In  all 
his  life,  indeed,  his  examply  was  vvortiiy  of  all  imi- 
tation and  commendation.  She  who  was  best  fitted 
to  perform  fur  him  the  offices  of  the  chamber  of 
death  was  not  with  him  when  he  died.  She  had 
been  called  home,  not  long  since,  in  the  discharge  ol 
her  maternal  duties,  to  one  of  their  children.  She 
would  return  here  to  find  her  heart  made  desolate 
by  the  absence  of  him  who  had  occupied  the  first 
place  in  her  affections,  and  perhaps  would  not  be 
here  in  season  to  perforin  the  last  ofSces  of  the 
grave. 

Mr.  Dix  closed  with  the  usual  resolutions  of  re- 
spect and  sympathy. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  to  attend  the  funeral 
to-morrow. 

On  the  23d,  both  houses  were  engaged  in  paying 
the  sad  rights  to  the  remains  of  the  deceased.  At 
11  o'clock  the  committee  of  arrangements,  pall  bear- 
ers and  mourners  attended  in  the  lodgings  uf  the  de- 
ceased, and  shortly  after  the  corpse  was  removed,  in 
charge  of  the  cominiltee,  attended  by  the  sergeant 
at  arms,  to  the  hall  of  the  house. 

At  19  the  corpse  was  brought  into  the  hall,  and 
deposited  in  front  of  the  clerk's  table.  It  was  en- 
closed in  a  coffin  covered  with  black  cloth,  with  a 
silver  plate  on  the  lid,  bearing  the  name,  age,  &.c.  of 
the  deceased.  Shortly  after,  the  president  attended 
by  his  private  secretary  and  heads  of  departments 
entered  the  hall.  They  took  seats  prepared  for  them 
before  the  front  row  of  seats,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
centre  aisle.  General  Scott  and  aid,  and  Generals 
Towson  and  Jones,  followed  and  occupied  corres, 
ponding  seats  on  the  opposite  side. 

The  senate,  preceded  by  the  vice  president  and 
secretary,  then  came  in  and  occupied  seats  in  the 
rear.  The  relatives  of  the  deceased^the  N.  York 
delegation — the  committee  of  arrangements,  Slc., 
occupied  seats  immediately  surrounding  the  corpse. 
The  chaplains  of  both  houses  were  seated  at  the 
clerk's  desk. 

The  funeral  services  were  commenced  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Milburn,  chaplain  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, who  read  a  portion  of  the  USd  Psalm,  followed 
by  an  eloquent  and  appropriate  address  to  the 
Throne  of  Grace. 

The  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Tuslin,  chaplain  of  the  senate,  who  took  for  liis  text 
the  following  words:  "Set  thine  house  in  order,  for 
thou  shalt  die  and  not  live."  It  was  delivered  in  a 
very  solemn  and  impressive  manner,  and  was  (itted 
to  arouse  the  most  serious  feelings  in  the  minds  of 
those  to  whom  it  was  addresseu. 

The  pi-ocesaiun  moved  lu  the  congressional  burial 
ground,  in  carriages  provided  lor  llie  occasion. 

'I'he  pall  bearers  were  .Mr.  Uunlap,  of  Maine;  Mr. 
Truinbo,  of  Kentucky;  Mr.  Uoekery,  of  IN.  C;  Mr. 
Abbott,  of  Mabsachukclls;  Mr.  R.  Chapman,  of  Ala- 
bama; Mr.  S  Junes,  of  Georgia;  Mr.  TilUen,  of 
Ubio;  Mr.  1:    .,:l,  ol  .New  Jersey. 


OCEAN     MAIL    STEAMERS. 

The  same  -.vei !;  on  which  we  last  inserted  some 
remarks  of  our  own  upon  this  subject  of  ocean  stea- 
mers, mail  lines,  and  transportation,  we  find  an  im- 
portant report  was  made  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives on  the  subject.  We  avail  of  a  synopsis  rea- 
dy prepared,  of  its  contents  by  a  correspondent  of 
one  of  the  New  York  journals. 

sTNursis  or  mr.  king's  report. 

On  the  12lh  of  June,  184G,  Mr.  Thomas  Butler 
King,  of  Va.,  chairman  of  the  naval  committee, 
presented  to  the  house  a  well  prepared  and  able  re- 
port on  the  important  subject  of  the  establishment 
of  routes  for  the  conveyance  of  the  Uiiited  Slates 
mails  by  steamships  across  the  Atlantic,  along  our 
own  coast,  and  through  the  West  Indian  islands  to 
Chagres  or  Balize,  with  a  view  to  the  continuance 
of  the  service  by  other  means  across  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama  and  thence  to  the  settlements  in  Oregon. 

Commencing  with  a  brief  review  of  the  state  of 
steam  navigation  in  Europe  and  .America,  Mr.  King 
shows  that  Great  Britain  now  possesses  more  than 
two  hundred  national  steam  vessels,  of  a  large,  effi- 
cient class.  France  is  also  making  great  exertions 
to  increase  her  steam  marine,  and  will  soon  have  not 
less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  armed  steam  ships 
afloat  and  ready  for  service.  The  United  States  have 
but  nine  government  steam  ships,  and  only  five  of 
these  are  armed.  The  whole  commercial  steam  ma- 
rine of  Great  Britain  consisis  of  nine  hundred  ves- 
sels of  all  sizes  and  descriptions.  The  number  of 
steamboats  on  the  v.'aters  of  the  Mississippi  and  its 
tributaries,  alone,  is  greater  than  this.  According  to 
the  last  report  from  the  treasury  department,  the  to- 
tal steam  tonnage  of  the  United  Stales  is  319,527 
tons,  diatributed  among  fifteen  hundred  vessels. 

In  the  speed  and  efficiency,  as  well  as  the  numbers 
of  our  steam  vessels,  we  excel  any  other  nation  of 
the  world.  The  Engineers'  Journal,  a  British  peri- 
odical, of  January  last,  gives  the  average  speed  of 
their  best  coasting  steamers  as  twelve  and  a  half  or 
thirteen  miles  an  hour,  and  the  maximum  speed  of 
the  fastest  boats  on  the  Thames  is  fifteen  and  a  half 
miles  per  hour.  Upon  our  side,  the  average  speed 
of  steamers  of  the  first  class  on  the  Mississippi  and 
Ohio  is  about  seventeen  miles  an  hour,  and  that  of 
the  best  boats  on  the  Hudson  and  the  Sound  is  even 
greater  than  this.  The  rate  for  freight  on  the  boats 
of  the  Mississippi  is  about  three  dollars  por  ton  for 
a  thousand  miles,  and  cabin  passengers,  with  the 
sumptuous  fare,  are  carried  at  the  rate  of  one  cent 
per  mile.  Yet  with  all  these  advantages,  and  with 
eigthty  thousand  men  fit  for  naval  service,  we  are 
behind  all  other  nations  in  the  extent  of  our  steam 
naval   force. 

The  lime  has  arrived  when  we  ought  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  uniting  the  elements  of  a  com- 
mercial marine  wilh  a  national  naval  force.  The 
United  Slates  are  the  second  commercial  and  navi- 
gating power  in  the  world;  and  it  would,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  tiie  committee,  be  the  extreme  of  folly  to 
neglect  the  means  for  the  extension  and  security  of 
those  interests  which  improvements  in  the  arts  sug- 
gest   and  the  practice  of  all  other   nations  requires 

The  expense  of  maintaining  the  navy  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  without  reckoning  expenditures  incident 
to  the  war,  was  $6,Ut)U,llUU,  the  number  of  officers 
and  men,  8,0U0,  and  the  average  cost  of  supporting 
each  $666, t)U.  The  number  of  government  vessels 
m  commissicm  is  forty-six,  and  the  average  cost  of 
maintaining  each  in  cominHsion  is  ^109,695  a  year. 

The  annual  cost  of  supporting  the  large  and  ex- 
cellent government  steamers  composing  the  Cunaid 
line,  exclusive  of  the  amount  received  for  postages, 
is  less  than  }J50,000.  Thus  Great  Britain  maintains 
in  commission  twenty  large  steamships  of  war  for 
less  than  $1,000,090.  This  fleet  of  the  most  cfliciont 
class  of  war  vessels  she  could  concenlrate,  whene 
ver  such  a  movement  should  suit  her  purposes,  upon 
our  coast.  This  great  national  advantage  is  gained 
by  the  British  government  through  the  incorporation 
of  the  steam  ships  used  in  liet  ocean  mail  service 
with  her  naval  force. 

France,  perceiving  the  importance  of  the  move- 
ment, proposes  to  establish  mail  lines,  on  the  same 
general  plan  as  the  British,  to  Brazil,  Havana,  and 
New  York,  La  Plata,  La  Guayra,  and  such  ports  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  shall  be  designated  by  royal 
oidinance.  It  is  intended,  upon  all  these  linos  ex- 
cept that  to  New  York,  to  combine  sailing  wilh  steam 
power.  The  line  from  Havre  to  Bordeaux  to  New 
York  is  proposed  to  consist  ocly  of  steam  vessels. 


There  is  therefore  a  prospect  that  within  a  few 
years  we  shall  have  some  f^rty  foreign  war  steanrrs 
■periodicaliy  \i^:ling  our  por:  =  .  On  our  ov,-.-,  p-irthut 
one  proposal  to  establisli  mail  steamers  has  passed 
the  house  of  representatives;  this  is  the  line  propos- 
ed by  the  post  ofiice  department,  from  New  Yurk  to 
Bremen.  Other  lines  have  been  projected,  with 
prospects  of  as  much  or  greater  success  than  the  one 
resolved  upon.  The  most  prominent  of  these  is  that 
between  New  York  and  Liverpool.  The  trade  be- 
tween these  two  cities  is  greater  than  between  any 
other  two  points  in  the  world  so  distant  from  each 
other. 

Mr.  King  refers  to  the  fact  that  all  lines  of  fine 
packet  ships  which  ply  between  those  cities  are  own- 
ed in  New  Yoik,  and  have  resisted  and  even  annihi- 
lated all  foreign  competition,  and  the  committee  see 
no  reason  why  American  steamships  should  be  less 
successful.  The  committee  recommend  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  line  of  steamers  to  Havre  also,  to  the 
consideration  of  the  house.  New  Orleans,  as  being 
the  point  of  entry,  depoile  and  export  for  the  vast 
commerce  of  the  Mississippi,  ought  to  be  connected 
with  the  great  arrangements  intended  to  extend  the 
mails  of  this  government  to  the  other  side  of  the 
ocean,  A  line  of  steamers  is  therefore  proposed 
along  the  coast  from  New  York  to  New  Orleans, 
farming  a  regular  connection  wilh  the  great  Atlantic 
line,  and  touching  at  Mobile,  Savannah,  CharlestoD, 
and  Norfolk. 

The  remaining  branch  of  the  subject  referred  to 
the  committee,  is  the  manner  of  transporting  the 
mail  across  the  isthmus  and  to  the  American  settle- 
ments on  the  Pacific.  It  is  estimated  that  our  com- 
merce in  tliat  ocean  is  of  the  value  of  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  employs  twenty  thousand  men. 
It  is  propesed  to  run  a  steamer  from  New  Orleans 
to  Chagres  oi  Balize  twice  a  month,  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  mail  to  Oregon  and  the  naval  squadron 
in  the  gulf,  and  for  the  conveyance  of  mercantile 
correspondence  for  our  merchant  vessels  in  that  sea, 
say  at  the  Sandwich  Islands.  Then  follow  some  cal- 
culations as  to  the  amount  of  receipts  on  this  route, 
which,  it  is  concluded,  will  be  sufficient  for  its  sup- 
port. 

Proposals  have  been  laid  before  the  committee  for 
the  Atlantic  route  by  two  parlies,  Mr.  E  K.  Collins, 
of  New  York,  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Forbes,  of  Boston — 
Mr.  Collins  offers  to  build  five  ships  of  not  less  than 
two  thousand  tons  burthen,  and  perform  two  trips  a 
month  between  New  York  and  Liverpool,  for  §385,- 
000  a  year  in  quarterly  payments.  Mr.  Forbes  of- 
fers to  build  vessels  of  tv\clve  or  fifteen  hundred 
tons  burthen  and  to  perform  semi-monthly  trips  from 
New  York  to  S'luthampton  and  Havre,  and  back 
again,  for  jj,500,0UO  a  year.  The  Ciinard  ships  are  of 
1,200  tons  burthen,  and  the  committee  notice  that 
the  British  government  paid  to  the  proprietor 
of  that  line  in  IS-iS,  J;425,0a0.  Mr.  Collins  propos- 
es to  furnish  much  larger  and  belter  ships  and  to 
perform  the  same  service  as  the  Cunard  line,  for 
gllO.OOO  a  year  less  compensation. 

There  was  also  before  the  committee  a  proposi- 
tion from  Mr.  Sloo,  of  Cincinnati,  to  build  ten  first 
class  steamships  to  cross  the  ocean  forty  eight  limes 
a  year,  four  oi^  them  to  run  between  New  York  and 
New  Orltans,  stopping  at  the  principal  places,  once 
a  week,  and  from  New  Orleans  to  Balize  twice  a 
month.  He  proposes  to  construct  the  vessels  under 
the  superintendence  of  a  government  agent,  and 
they  shall  be  of  the  burthen  of  fifteen  hundred  tons. 
He  requires  *;5,000,000  for  the  enterprise,  of  which 
he  proposes  the  government  shall  furnish  one  million, 
in  proportion  as  the  materials  are  collected  and  the 
work  goes  on.  He  proposes  that  the  ships  shall  be 
commanded  hy  naval  officers,  and  shall  carry,  as 
watch  officers,  four  midship'nen.  He  requires  that 
all  the  postage  money  shall  be  reserved  to  him,  and 
in  addition  §9i),0U0  for  the  route  between  New  Or- 
leans and  Belize. 

The  whole  service  described  in  the  report  embra- 
ces two  lines  across  the  Atlantic,  one  to  Liverpool 
and  one  to  Havre,  one  from  New  York  to  New  Or- 
leans, and  one  from  New  Orleans  to  Belize. 

The  report  concludes  with  estimates  regarding  ex- 
penditures and  receipts,  the  results  of  which  are 
very  satisfactory  as  Ihc-y  stand,  but  which  1  have 
not  now  time  to  refer  to. 


Since  placing  the  above  in  type,  a  fuller  stale- 
ment  of  Mr.  King's  report  has  come  to  hand,  from 
v/hich  we  extract  the  following: 

Your  committee  will  now  proceed  to  state  con- 
cisely the  rules  to  be  observed,  or  stipulations  to  be 
made,  in  the  coDstruction  of  these  ressels. 
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First.  That  they  shall  have  a  speed  in  ocean  na- 
Tigation,  In  ordinary  wcalher,  under  the  common 
pressure  of  sleam,  of  at  len^l  fifleen  miles  an  ho\ir. 
Second  Thai  Iheir  boilers  sliall  be  plaecil  so  far  be- 
low Ihe  water  line,  and  Iheir  machinery  so  arraneeil, 
as  to  be  secure  from  an  enemy's  shot.  Third.  Thai 
they  shall  he  capable  of  carrying  an  armament  of  at 
least  six  of  Treadwell's  wrought  iron  guns,  of  12 
inch  caliber,  constructed  to  throw  either  hollow  or 
■olid  shot,  and  from  two  to  four  smaller  guns  of  the 
•ame  manuforliirp.  Fourlh.  That  they  shall  carry 
at  least  fifleen  d;ivs'  fuel,  under  a  full  pressure  of 
steam,  winch  v.nuld  enable  Ihem  to  remam  at  sea 
thirty  day,s  under  a  lighl  pressure.  Fifth.  These  car- 
dinal points  being  secured,  the  model  of  the  ships 
should  be  left  entirely  to  the  judgment  and  skill  of 
the  contractors. 

With  respect  to  the  best  mode  of  propelling  these 
ships,  your  committee  confess  Ihey  entertain  some 
doubts.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  no  invention 
as  yet  rivals  the  paddle-wheel  in  speed;  and  as  speed 
is  one  of  the  essential  points  to  be  msisled  upon  in 
the  system  proposed,  it  would  not  be  wise  to  discard 
this  tried  and  successful  mode  of  propulsion,  howe- 
ver desirable  it  may  be  to  watch  and  encourage  the 
progress  of  invention  in  regard  to  submerged  pro- 
pellers. It  is  unquestionably  of  the  most  import- 
ance that  both  shall  be  thoroughly  and  fairly  tested,  j 

The  fact  that  the  British  admiralty  is  adopting  the  | 
propeller  to  a  very  considerable  extent  in  their  war- 
steamers,  is  sufTicient  evidence  to  show  a  clear  sense 


and  is  sure    to   indicate   her  movement 


,.,  I         -  -     'y   aillerence  being  that  Bos- 

,,        r  ,     -J    ,      ,       ^"''  '""■    ""'  '■^"'^  ^'="  York   will  alternately   he  the  pons  of 

I"!"'i„?h?.l^;,-^''f"^   ^  decided  advantage  over]  departure.     At  present  we   are  not  eiKibled  to  sta"e 

'he  precise  time  when  these  weekly  sailings  Will 
commence,  but  no  doubt  we  may  look  for  the  alle- 
ration  to  come  into  play  as  soon  as  the  required 
number  of  ships  can  bo  got  ready  to  undertake  such 
a  vast  service. 

'■This  bridging  of  the  Atlantic  by  steam  is  one  of 
the  wisest  and  best  undertakings  of  the  government. 


them  in  this  particular 

Much  has  been  said  of  late  respecting  the  possi- 
bility of  sinking  a  line-of-battle  ship  with  a  heavy 
steamer,  going  at  the  rate  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles 
an  hour,  and  cutting  her  athwartships.  Your  com 
miltee  have  deemed  it  proper  to  make  some  inqui- 
ries upon  this  subject,  and  without  venturing  an  opi- 
nion, will  only  say  that  the  facts  slated  in  the  letter 
of  Mr.  George  I^.  Schuyler,  and  illustrated  in  the 
diagram  attached  to  il,  seem  to  sustain  the  idea  that 
that  result  might  be    accomplished.     It  has  already 


The  mercantile  world  will  reap  immense  advanta- 
ges from  il;  and  who  can  estimate  its  imj)ortance  to 
the  multitudes  emigrating,  and  having  corineelions  in 
Ihe   western    world?     In   thus  taking  this  important 


been  observed,  that  it  is  not  the  policy  of  our  go-  i  movement  in  ocean  steaming,  the  Kovcrnmerit  h  .vb 
vernmenl  to  support  large  naval  armaments  in  time  [  anticipated  the  wishes  of  the  merchints  of  Great 
of  peace.  It  cannot,  however,  be  suppossed  to  dis- ,  Britain  and  America.  A  stir  was  about  bein-'  made 
regard   such    wise   and  proper   measures  as  may  be  j  earnestly  lo   press   this  matter   on  the  " 


it  IS  practical  to  carry  the  views  presented  in  this 
report  into  practical  operation.  To  this  end  they 
have  consulted  the  most  eminent  engineers  who  have 
been  for  some  time  employed  in  the  construction  of 
machinery  and  steam  vessels,  and  have  received  from 
them  the  most  satisfactory  assurances  that  all  Ihe 
conditions  deemed  essential  can  be  complied  with. 
Some  of  these  gentlemen  have  sent  in  specification 


course  of  a  few  years  have  a  force  sullicient  to  d 
pel  all  apprehension  from  the  approach  of  an  enemy, 
however  powerful  he  might  be,  and  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  a  hostile  invasion.  In  any  emergency 
which  might  arise  between  European  powers  and 
their  American  possessions,  all  comuiunieation  might 
be  cut  off,  and  events  allowed  lo  take  their  course 
without  interference    Irom   abroad,  or  the  necessity 


and  drawings  (which  are  annexed  to  this  report)  of!  °"  our  pari  of  niainlaining  large  armies  at  a  vast  ex 


war  steamers,  which  they  olfer  to  build  under  con 
tract,  in  accordance  with  the  views  and  stipulations 
which  have  been  presented. 

Capt.  John  Erricsson  proposed  to  build  an  iron 
Iteamer  of  1,200  tons  burlben,  with  subme  rged  pro- 
pellers, for  §390,000,  wiih  all  her  armament  com- 
plete. His  drawings  and  proposals  are  hereunto  an- 
nexed, to  which  reference  is  made  for  a  detailed  de- 
scription of  vvliat  is  proposed  lobe  accomplished. — 
The  views  of  the  committee  were  fully  explained 
lo  this  gentleman,  who  now  stands  ready  to  carry 
them  into  efl'ect. 

Messrs.  R.  &  G.  L.  Schuyler  propose  lo  build  an 
iron  war  steamer  of  about  1,C00  tons  burthen,  with 
paddle-wheels,  copper  boilers  below  the  water  line, 
ind  machinery  so  arranged  as  lo  be  secure  from  shot; 
.0  have  a  speed  of  at  leasl  fifteen  miles  an  hour  in 
jcean  navigation,  and  in  oilier  respects  to  comply 
»ilh  the  views  of  the  commiltee,  for  the  round  sum 


pense.  One  hundred,  or  perhaps  fifty  war  stea- 
mers, of  the  description  indicated  in  Ibis  report, 
which  would  probably  not  cost  more  money  than 
would  be  expended  in  one  campaign  in  a  war  with 
Great  Britain,  would  forever  put  to  flight  the  idea 
that  she  would,  under  any  circumstances,  engage  in 
hostilities  with  the  United  States. 

A  few  brief  observations  respecting  sailing  ships 
will  close  this  report;  and,  as  connected  with  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  the  committee  beg  leave  lo 
refer  lo  the  observations  of  one  of  our  most  skilful 
naval  archilecls,  M.  F.  Rhodes,  hereunto  annexed. 
If  the  results  of  ball  practice,  with  Paixhan  shot, 
are  to  be  regarded  as  evidence  of  what  may  be  ex- 
pected from  these   projectiles  in  naval  warfare,  th 


fective  manner." 

A  New  York  paper  on  quoting  the  above  says:— 
"We  call  upon  our  government  to  take  note  of  this. 
England  has  at  this  moment,  a  more  numerous  and 
eHeclive  steam  navy,  kept  up  by  her  merchants 
alone,  than  all  the  rest  of  world  combined;  and  in 
time  of  war,  is  thereby  irresistible  on  the  ocean.— 
And  no  sooner  do  toe  talk  of  establishing  ocean  stea- 
mers in  a  similar  manner,  than  she  promptly  anti- 
cipates us!  We  honor  the  wisdom  and  forecast 
which  prompts  such  a  course;  and  we  doubt  not  but 
this  early  announcement  of  a  new  line,  was  intend- 
ed to  defeat  our  movement.     But  this  must  not  be. 

We  can  build  better  and  faster  steamers,  than  Iho 
English;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  our  government  lo  be 
up  and  doing;  and  in  a  very  few  years  there  will 
not  be  an  English  steamer  running  to  any  of  our 
ports,  except  at  an  enormous  expense  to  the  British 
government,  instead  of  being  sustained  as  at  present, 
by  a  lax  upon  our  commerce  and  post  office.  Had 
Francis  Granger  when  postmaster  general,  done  his 
duly  by  simply  promising  to  recommend  to  congress 
lo  collect  the  postage  for  a  line  of  steamers  from  this 
port  to  Liverpool,  the  whole  trade  would  now  have 


f  §591,000,  or   to  contract   for  the   construction  of  r '^''^"S<=  "''  P^I'i^J*  '"   ''^K^rd   to  the  materials  lo  b: 
Ihe  hull  at  the  rate  of  12i  cents   per  pound,  and  for    '^"P'^J'-'i  m  Ihe  conslruclion  of  this  branch  of  our 


opinions  are  enterlaiiied  by  many  naval  officers,  that  |    ,""  '"  °"^  liands,  and  we  should  have  had  eight  of 

it  will  be    possible   for  a   sloop  of  war,  armed  with  1  „  °     "'"'■''■  ■  -  ■'  

heavy   guns,  to   contend    successfully  with  a  line  of 
battle  ship,  would  seem  to  indicate  the  necessity  of 


the  machinery  as  stipulated  in  the  proposals.     For 
more  particular  description  of  this,  reference  is  made 
lo  the  proposal  and  drawings  hereto  annexed. 

The  committee  have  recommended  that  the  arma- 
nent  of  these  ships  shall  consist  of  Treadwell's 
vrought  iron  guns,  of  at  least  12  inch  calibre,  and 
t  is  proper  that  something  should  be  presented  in 
upport  of  this  recommendation.  For  this  purpose 
he  commiltee  submit  an  ample  extract  from  Mr. 
Treadwell's  pamphlet,  which  will  he  found  at  the 
;lose  of  this  report,  and  will,  it  is  believed,  fully 
ustify  their  views.  It  is  perhaps  true  that  some  pre- 
adice  exists  against  Ihe  employment  of  wrought 
ron  guns;  but  it  is  not  doubted  thai  Mr.  Treadwell's 
mprovemenls  and  a  full  and  thorough  examination 
f  the  subject  will  dispel  all  doubts,  and  lead  to  their 
eneral  use  in  all  our  naval  armaments,  and  that  the 
nportant  fact  will  be  disclosed  that,  by  the  adop- 
ion  of  these  wrought  iron  guns,  the  destructive  pow- 
r  of  our  ships  of  war  may  be  at  once  doubled,  and 
aat  frigates,  and  perhaps  sloops  of  war,  will  be  able 
>  contend  successfully  with  line  of  bailie  ships  as 
t  present  armed. 

This  country   possesses  some   striking  advantages 

I  its  iron  and  coal  for  the  construction  and  employ- 

lent  of  war  steamers,  which  il  is  proper  to  notice. 

is  a   fact   generally   known   and   acknowledged 


y.  If  the  opinion  which  has  been  advanced  shall 
be  sustained  by  the  test  of  experiment,  that  vessels 
constructed  of  iron  would  be  much  less  liable  to,  or 
entirely  exempt  from,  the  effect  produced  on  wooden 
structures  by  these  shot,  it  becomes  a  question  wor- 
thy of  the  most  serious  consideration,  whether  it 
would  not  be  necessary  lo  adopt  it  as  the  material, 
to  the  exclusion  of  wood,  in  the  construction  of  our 
sailing  ships  of  war. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  views  presented  in 
the  report,  and  the  stale  of  our  foreign  relations, 
your  committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  lo  re- 
commend lo  the  house  the  passage  of  the  bill  here- 
with presented,  which  provides  lor  the  construction 
of  twelve  iron  w-ar  steamers,  carrying  severally  from 
six  lo  eight  heavy  guns,  and  one  iron  frigate,  capa- 
ble of  sustaining  an  armament  of  sixty  heavy  guns. 
The  proposals  of  Mr.  Bergin,  for  the  construction  of 
the  latter,  will  be  lound  in  the  appendix. 


finest  steamers  in  the  world  at  the  service  of  the 

government  williout  costing  the  nation  one  dollar. 

J.ei  there  be  no  further  delay  on  this  subjed;  but  let 
us  run  steamers  to  all  parts  of  the  world  to  benefit, 
and  be  supported  by  our  commerce,  with  but  a  very 
slight  lax  (if  any)  to  the  nation;  and  Ihen  in  the  hour 
of  trial,  we  loo,  will  have  an  efficient  steam  navy  at 
our  command.  Beware,  however,  of  prapellers,  until 
the  Great  Britain  demonstrates  they  are  not  v'vorlh- 
less.  Paddle  wheel  steamers  for  commercial  pur- 
poses, could  easily  be  built,  with  a  view  lo  substitute 
propellers  in  tune  of  war,  when  safely  more  than 
speed  is  desirable." 

Whilst  upon  the  subject  of  steamers,  by  way  of  proof 
Ihal  Ihe  Americans  keep  a  tilUe  ahead  of  Europeans 
we  tuke  leave  to  refcr  lo  one  of  our  ' 

RIVER  STEAMERS, 

Ihe  John  Slevens,  is  said  to  be  one  of  ihc  lalesi  and 
fairesi  speciniens  o(  American  sieamboai  nahiieclure. 
ftlie  was  bulk  at  Nevv  York,  and  designed  lo  ply  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  Burlmgion,  N.  •.  She  reach- 
fn  Ih  OQ  I  vf"'  1'"'  ""  ^^P^'^nenlal  Irip  vvas  made 
on  the  29ih  May,  the  governor  of  N.  Jersey,  ilie  muni- 
cipal  auihoriiies  of  Camden,  ihe  majw,  recorder,  she- 
riH,  and  councils  of  Philadelphia,  judges,  members  of 
iJie  press  of  ihe  cilK,  many  gentlemen  of  New  York 
and  others,  were  eucets  on  board,  and  a  dcli{;luful  lime 
and  entertainment  ihcv  seem    lo  havp  h&tl      Th„  !,.,„. 


In  reference  to  the  Atlantic  mail  steamers, 

The  London  Morning  Herald  of  May  7,  says:  "We 
are  enabled  lo  make  an  announcement  regarding  the 

conveyance  of  mails  between  this  country  and  Ame-  lo  every  ihing  that  hud  been  anlicipaled""Her'/i//iyfram 
rica,  which  will  be  hailed  with  gratification  by  Ihe  t  Philadelphia  to  Builingion,  1  h.  15  m„  nde  fuvorableon- 
whole  community.  The  government  have  entered  I  \y  f"^",  "'  ''"'o  ^fV-  "i"d  ahead;  her 'speed  IS  m,les  an 
nlo  a  further  contract  wilh   the  British  and  North 


tammeiiiihcy  seem   to  have  had.    The  boat 
wasfound  lobe  lully  equal   in  fit  and  aceonimodation, 


noDg  machiuists,  that  American,  iron  is  much  American  Royal  iMail  Company,  the  efiecl  of  which 
ingher.and  less  liable  to  break  or  give  way  at  the  i  is  to  secure  a  weekly  communication  by  steam  be- 
wt  boles,  when  placed  in  the  hull  of  a  ship,  than   tween  Liyerpool  and  the  Uoited  Stales  of  America 


I  hour,  4y  „aer,  her  aciual  speed  about  il  miles  an  hour. 
■  litiutnnig  tme.t  h   1 J  ni-;  disiance  about  20  miles. 

Average  speed   through  the  water,  18  miles  an  hour, 
sne  averaged  eighteen  revolutions  ol  engine  per  mi- 
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V  o  L  u  ?;  T  i:  K  u  s . 

The  fo)\ov.\us  Hthy  p:.r.i.a;>3,  tokon  Vf-ry  :r,-!. 
atraiui'i'i.  !''• '■  iv,iviL.:r,  il.al  'a  e  n  ri  in  [.aper, 
which  have  reached  us  by  Ihis  weeks  niaiU,  show 
something  of  what  is  going  on  in  this  department. 

We  have  numerous  accounts  and  from  various 
places  of  strong  discontent  being  expressed  by  the 
volunteers  that  had  proferred  their  services  and  left 
their  homes  in  hopes  of  a  tour  of  duly,  but  whose 
services  could  not  be  accepted,  the  requisition  hav- 
ing already  been  filled. 

Slill  stronger  expressions  of  dissatisfaction  are 
uttered  by  those  volunteers  who  assembled  under  the 
requisition  of  General  Gaines,  and  whose  services 
were  subsequently  declined  by  the  government.  We 
have  room  at  present  only  to  mention  the  existence 
of  those  complai  Its.  ,     ,  .     , 

Seven  companies  of  Tennessee  volunteers  took 
their  departure  from  Nashville  on  the  4lh  uUimo.— 
Thousands  were  assembled  to  witness  the  departure, 
and  the  scene  was  one  of  touching  interest.  Four 
companies  of  Tennessee  volunteers  left  N.  Orleans 
on  the  16lh  for  the  Rio  Grande,  viz:  Memphis  RiHe 
Guards,  Capt.  E.  F.  Ruth;  Gaines  Guards,  Captain 
M.  B.  Cook;  Avengers,  Captain  Jones;  Tennessee 
Guards,  Capt.  Murray;  all  under  command  of  Capt. 
Ruth. 

Alabama  Volunteers.— Twenty-three  companies 
allogelher  have  reported  to  the  governor  as  ready  to 
march  to  the  Rio  Grande. 

Volunteers  for  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico. — We 
learn  from  the  St.  Louis  papers,  that  Col.  R.  Camp- 
bell aid  to  the  governor,  has  raised  several  conipa- 
niea'of  volunteers  under  the  requisition  of  General 
Gaines,  and  marched  them  into  St.  Louis.  He  re- 
ported them  to  Col.  Davenport,  of  the  United  States 
army,  who  refused  to  muster  them  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  because  Gen.  Gaines' authori- 
ty to  make  requisition  had  not  been  acquiesced  in  by 
the  government!  This,  says  the  Cincinnati  Gazette, 
is  anything  but  right.  Here  are  hundreds  of  men, 
brought  into  the  field  by  the  slate  executi?e  on  the 
requisition  of  a  commanding  general  of  the  army,  in 
service,  and  they  are  turned  loose,  to  gel  home  the 
best  way  they  ctn,  and  to  bear  the  loss  of  time  and 
expense  of  equipment  because  the  requisition  is  dis- 
approved. If  the  requisition  is  regular,  and  the 
men  have  been  brought  out  under  it,  the  least  that 
could  be  done,  it  seems  to  us,  would  be  to  receive 
Ihem  into  the  service,  supply  them  with  rations,  &c. 
and  disband  them. 

While  these  men  are  thus  turned  aside,  it  is  said 
that  Col.  Griinsley  and  Mr.  Bent,  the  latter  long  en- 
gaged in  the  Santa  Fe  trade,  have  succeeded  in  en- 
gaging some  883  recruits,  drawn  from  the  trappers, 
&c°  of  the  country,  for  a  mounted  regiment  to  march 
for  the  Santa  Fe  towns.  New  .Mexico.  Many  of 
these  have  seen  service  in  the  counlrv,  are  inured  to 
its  hardships,  and  perfeclly  familiar  iviih  the  duties 
required  of  them.  Such  men  cannot  but  be  useful 
in  such  a  campaign. 

More  Blunders. — There  appears  to  be  much 
blundering  and  miserable  management  in  calling  out 
Tolunleors,  that  subject  the  volunteer  companies  to 
much  vexation,  trouble,  and  expense.  A  large  num- 
ber of  volunteers  have  been  called  out  in  Illinois 
and  marched  to  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous, 
and  when  they  arrive  it  appears  that  the  officers  of 
the  United  States  are  not  aulhorised  to  musler  them 
into  service  or  to  provide  for  their  subsistence,  and 
they  will  have  to  return  home  and  wait  for  further 
orders  from  Washington  city.  The  brave  volunteers 
from  Missouri  were  trifled  with  and  harassed  in  the 
same  manner.  This  course  is  unjust  to  the  gallant 
volunteers  of  Illinois  and  tends  to  discourage  per- 
sons from  entering  the  volunteer  service.  From 
the  St.  Louis  Lew  lira.  [Jlmer.  Smlincl. 

Volunteers  at  Fobt  Leavenworth. — We  are 
informed  by  the  officers  of  the  steamer  Ainaranth 
that  they  left  Fort  Leavenworth  on  Tuesday  last. — 
Three  volunteer  companies,  numbering  about  3UU 
mtn  have  already  arrived  tlierc.  More  were  hour- 
ly expected  and  from  the  number  that  were  report- 
ed as  raised  and  on  their  way  to  thai  point.  Colonel 
Kearney  thought  that  flu  would  have  his  full  coiii- 
plemenl  of  troops  in  a  short  lime,  and  would  bo  able 
lo  leave  the  Ion  lor  New  .Mexico. 

[at.  Louis  Alio  Era,  June  12. 

There  were  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  on  the  I8lh  of 
June,  884  volunteers,  of  which  one  company  is  inl'an' 
try.  Cupt.  I'lsliei's  company,  to  arrive,  would  in- 
crease the  force  lo  l.OUU.  It  was  thuugtit  that  Bri- 
gade Gen.  K  jntay  would  start  from  lUtt  futt  about 
VhcS'^i  "t  -iJ.  ..it. 


A  Heroine. — The  Indiana  volunteers  were  all 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  on 
F.-idav.  June  19  Oi  Siturday,  one  of  Capt.  Walker's 
.-oriipanv,  li  jni  E^'an-vills,  lujl  a  han'l'.carchief.  On 
,cltini;  down  In  mess  he  ohicrved  il  sticking ''Ut  if 
Ihe  bosom  of  one  of  his  comrades.  He  unioediately 
look  hold  of  It,  when,  to  his  surprise  he  discovered 
that  his  messmate  was  a  female.  On  inquiring  into 
(his  strange  proceeding,  she  stated,  that  being  very 
poor,  and  wishing  to  go  to  her  father,  who  resided  in 
Texas,  resolved  to  join  one  of  Ihe  volunieer  compi- 
nies.  She  afier>vards  came  lo  this  cily,  and  her  fel- 
low soldiers  raised  a  subscription  to  carry  her  to  her 
father.  [LoxnsvilU  Journal. 

Ohio  v'olunteers. — The  adjutant  general  of 
Ohio  has  given  notice  that  officers  returns  have  been 
received  at  Columbus  of  the  full  complement  of  vo- 
lunteers to  fill  the  requisition  on  Ohio.  The  whole 
number  of  men  will  be  in  Camp  Washington  at  an 
early  day.     More  ofi'ered  than  could  be  accepted. 

The  requisition  on  the  stale  of  Illinois  for  volun- 
teers has  been  filled;  and  1,500  men  were  at  Alton, 
at  the  last  accounts,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  Gen. 
Wool,  who  was  expected  in  a  few  days  to  musler 
them  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

A  Memorial  or  the  Militia  Officeiis  of  Bal- 
timore, proposed  we  understand  by  Benj.  C.  How- 
ard, and  signed  by  the  officers  of  the  division,  was 
presented  to  congress  on  the  3J  of  June,  and  refer- 
red lo  the  committee  on  the  militia,  together  with 
the  draft  of  a  bill  which  tliey  suggest  as  an  amend- 
ment lo  the  militia  law  of  the  United  Slates. 

Sec.  1.  Aiiihorisea  the  president  to  accept  the 
services  of  20,000  volunteers  for  the  term  of  one 
year, /or  Ihe  defence  of  the  cities  and  towns  on  the  sea- 
board. 

Sec.  2.  Nothing  short  of  an  entire  company  bat- 
talion, regiment,  &c.,  to  be  accepted.  The  officers 
of  which  shall  be  commissioned  officers  of  the  states 
respectively,  &c. 

Sec.  3.  The  said  companies  shall  be  residents  of 
the  vicinity  of  the  city,  town,  Sic. — and  shall  engage 
to  perform  such  tour  of  duty  as  the  president  may 
require,  not  exceeding  three  weeks,  unless  in  case 
of  imminent    danger,  when  existing  laws  will  apply. 

Sec.  4.   Any  number  required  may  be  detailed. 

Sec.  5.  The  20,000  to  be  distributed  amongst  the 
cities,  towns,  lake  frontier,  &o.,  as  llie  president  may 
direct.  The  volunteers  are  only  lo  be  bound  to  per- 
form tours  in  their  own  vicinity. 

Sec.  6.  Regulates  pay,  provision,  compensation 
fur  clothing,  &,j.,  similar  to  the  United  Slates  ser- 
vice. 

Sec.  7.  Appropriates  $500,000  for  Ihe  purposes 
contemplated  by  the  law. 

Volunteers. — The  latest  accounts  from  the  vo- 
lunteers now  with  Gen.  Taylor  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
is  from  the  letter  of  "The  Corporal"  with  whose 
productions  our  readers  are  already  familiar,  dated 
June  15,  which  says:  "The  most  perfect  apathy 
prevails  among  the  volunteer  troops  here  now,  and 
every  day  the  inroads  of  discontent  are  more  appa- 
rent. The  sun  is  unusually  warm,  and  from  10  to  4 
o'clock,  it  is  so  intense  that  but  for  the  prairie  breeze, 
it  would  be  impossible  lo  stir  about.  Our  lenls  are 
generally  made  of  common  Lowell  cotlon  and  aBbrd 
little  protection  either  from  rain  or  sun.  All  such 
things  combined  with  no  occupation  for  the  mind 
leaves  nothing  for  excilement,  and  all  that  can  be 
said  is  lliat  we  are  here.  If  they  would  only  march 
us  a  few  miles  up  the  river,  or  get  up  a  few  false 
alarms,  it  might,  in  a  measure,  tend  to  dispel  the 
apathy  and  wind  up  the  chain  of  excitement." 

The  ii.vrvest — The  wheat  croi'.  The  season  for 
harvesting  llie  crop  of  wheat,  rye,  oats  and  hay,  is 
now  passing  on  from  the  south  to  the.  north.  From 
Georgia,  South  and  North  Carolina  papers  we  learn 
with  much  pleasure  that  the  wheat  crop  never  was 
better  in  those  stales,  and  that  it  has  been  harvested 
in  a  fair  condition.  It  will  be  recolliioled  that  this 
was  the  only  section  of  the  union  in  which  the  crop 
failed  last  season.  There  is  not  a  great  quaiitity  of 
wheat  raised  there  any  year,  not  being  as  profitable 
a  crop  as  cotton,  rice,  &.c. 

Progressing  north,  the  lower  part  of  the  slate  of 
Virginia,  the  Ches.ipeako  peninsula,  including  the 
state  of  Delaware  and  part  of  Maryland,  and  Ihe  allu- 
vial counties  of  the  wealeru  shore  of  the  Chesapeake, 
have  suffered  this  season  from  the  attack  of  the  fly 
in  the  wheat,  injuring  the  crop  to  a  considerable  e.v 
tent.  Scarcely  a  year  passes  without  lliis  occurring 
in  one  location  or  another — and  especially  with  ne- 
gligent farmers — good  farming  and  fair  routine  of 
crops  is  ulinost  a  certain  preventative  of  the  evil,— 


We  incline  lo  the  opinion  that  the  injury  to  the 
wheat  crop  of  the  country  from  fly  this  season  has 
hardly  amounted  to  the  average  injury  of  one  year 
with  anottier  in  any  t*'?n  years.  List  ser^son  we  were 
-ingularly  exernpted  from  their  assaults. 

The  crop  of  gram  within  the  »eclion  jtist  referred 
to,  has  been  generally  cut,  and  a  considerable  p  irtioii 
of  it  harvested  home  safely,  before  the  rains  with 
which  we  have  been  drenched  for  the  last  ten  days 
commenced.  The  portion  which  was  not  housed, 
will  be  found  to  have  suli'ered  in  quality  and  some  of 
it  no  doubt  irretrievably  lost. 

The  wheat  upon  the  more  elevated  lands  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  and  in  the  rich  valleys  amongst 
the  hills  and  mountains,  not  maturing  so  early,  has 
been  all  caught  in  the  field,  by  one  of  the  longest 
spells  of  lieavy  rainy  weather  within  our  recollec- 
tion. The  scab  and  the  rust,  diseases  incident  to 
wheat  when  just  maturing,  and  always  induced  by 
I  such  weather,  sadly  reversed  in  the  course  of  a  few 
hours,  the  promise  of  many,  many  a  fair  field  of 
1  grain  just  as  the  golden  yello.v  be.;aii  to  lini;e  it  for 
j  the  sickle.  The  rain  and  sultry  atmosphere  continue 
up  to  the  period  al  which  we  pi^n  the-ie  lines.  Every 
few  hours  a  powerful  flood,  and  within  ahnost  every 
I  twenty-four  hours  a  thunder  gust.  I'he  land  is  de- 
I  luged.  The  weight  of  the  heads  of  grain,  now  filled, 
can  no  longer  be  sustained  by  Ihe  slender  stalk,  satu- 
<  rated  as  its  rools  are  by  continued  wet.  A  slight 
wind  prostrates  Ihe  whole;  many  fields  are  now  in 
I  this  condition,  the  wheat  laying  flat  upon  the  ground, 
;  and  liable  to  sprout.  In  most  cases  it  will  never  rise 
I  again.     We  fear  that  the  loss  will  be  severe. 

A  little  further  North,  including  the  great  granaries 

I  of  wheat.  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  (i)hio,  and 

thence  westward,  the  grain  not  being  quite  so  ripe, 

1  we  fervently  hope  that  the  injury  may  not  be  so  ge- 

I  neral.     We  have  as  yet  seen  scarcely  a  complaint 

I  from  this  region  either  of  injury  from  By,  rust,  scab, 

]  or  other   drawback,  whilst  we  meet  with  frequent 

I  paragraphs  similar  in  tenor  to  the  following  extract 

I  of  a  letter  dated,   Cleveiand,    0/iio,  June  24.     "From 

Sandusky  1   passed   down    toward   the  centre  of  the 

stale,  and  so  on  lo  Cleveland.     I  have  heard  a  great 

deal  of  good  crops  and  sloi<(  wheat;  of  free  trade  and 

corn  laws.     But  I  never  heard  of  half  what  my  eyes 

have  seen.     I  have  looked  on  wheal,  wheat,  wheat, 

from    morning  till   nighl,  field   after  field,  stretched 

out  before  me,  and  extending  as  far  as  the  eye  could 

reach,  broken  only  by  roads  and  fences  presenting  to 

the   eye  lilerjlly  "oceans  of  grain."     Occasionally, 

as  we  come  upon  the  rising  ground  and  sandy  soil,  a 

corn   field  of  20,  30,  40,  or  50  acres  is  Ihrovvn  in  by 

way  of  variety." 

Slill  further  North,  including  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  all  Eiil  taereof,  the  promise  of  the  crops, 
according  lo  our  latest  advices  remained  very  favor- 
able until  we  reach  the  Canada  line.  iMonlreal  pai 
pers  represent  the  crops  of  tiial  vicinity  as  having 
been  damaged  to  a  disastrous  extent. 

E.MIGRATI0N.  A  letter  from  Hanover,  in  Germa- 
ny, May  23,  says:  "The  number  of  emigrants  from 
Europe  to  the  United  States, during  the  presentyear, 
will  amount,   it  is  believed,  to   uot  less  Ihan  2'JU,U00 

1 — a  third  more  than  ever   embarked  in  any  previous 

jyear.  Tne 'Dublin  Post' estimates  that  35,000  will 
leave  Ireland  alone,  most  of  who.n  are  substantial 
farmers,  and  that  they  will  carry  with  them  al  least 

j  .f  eOO.OOJ,  or  p.OOO.OOO.  In  England  the  number 
will  be  still    larger,  and  confined   principally  to  far- 

'  mers,  who  are  f'nghlened  by  the  probable  aorogatioa 
of  the  corn  laws.  Many  families  in  attijent  circuin- 
stances  are  also  quilling  Holland  lor  our  shores — a 
country  which,  for  a  long  time  has  been  lerf  of  an 
emigrating  lurn  than  any  in  Euro|)e.  Twenty  thou- 
sand persons,  cliieUy  French  and  Swiss,  will  eiiibarU 
al  Havre.  Forty  thousand  Germans,  at  the  lowest 
compulation,  will  sail  from  Bremen,  three  or  four 
thousand  from  Hamburg,  as  many  from  Rotlerdain, 
and  four  or  five  thousand  from  Antwerp.  Besides 
the  increase  of  our  wealth  from  this  addition  lo  our 
population  Dy  its  nidiislry,  it  carries  with  il  an  actu^ 
al  capital  exceeding  S2,OO0,0UO.  lUnion 

U.  S    Treasury  Notes. Amount  oulsiandii|i»  lal 

July— S«l, 163  2i. 

V  S.  Public  Deposites.— Amount  in  banks,  &c.29tb 
June,  S9,ail.25S,  of  Una  aum  five  millions  are  in  die 
banks  a  I  N.  York. 

Markets— f  tour  conilnues  to  decline.  New  York, 
price  *■!;  Balilmore  3  73.  Cotton  is  at  a  slniid,  and  hea- 
vy at  (otnier  quotations. 

Weatukr  — Rain,  rain,  rain!  Greivous  accounts  b» 
Ihe  mail  just  in,  ol  desiruciion  by  Ireehtts,  os  well  as  oil 
llie  grain  tiial  is  out,  much  of  which  is  "sprouting." 
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NATIONAL   AFFAIRS. 


EXECUTIVE     J  0  r  U  N  A  1.. 
APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE    PRESIDENT. 

By  and  xcilh  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senali. 
Robert  Patterson,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  major 
general,  and 
Thomas  L.  Hamer,  of  Ohio; 
Joseph  Lane,  of  Indiana; 
James  Shields,  of  Illinois; 
Thomas  AIarshall,  of  Kentuckj; 
Gideon  J.  Pillow,  of  Tennessee;  and 
John  A.  Quitman,  of  Mis*issii>pi; 
to  be  brigadier  generals  in  the  military  service  of  the 
llniled  Stales,  in  accordance  wilh   the  provisions  of 
the  act  (for  the  organization  of  the  volunteer  forces, 
&c.)  approved  June  26,  1846. 

.issislani  Mjulant  Generals,  wider  the  act  of  June  18. 
1846. 
Captain  George  A-  McCall,  of  the  4th  infantry, 
to  be  assistant  adjutant  general,  wilh  the  brevet  rank 
of  major. 

Brevet  Captain  William  W.  S.  Bliss,  assistant 
adjutant  general,  to  be  assistant  adjutant  general, 
with  the  brevet  rank  of  major. 

First  Lieutenant  Randolph  Ridgely.  of  tbe  3d 
artillery,  to  be  assistant  ndjntant  general,  with  the 
brevet  rank  of  captain.  . 

First  Lieutenlanl  George  Lincoln,  of  the  8th  in- 
fantry, to  be  assistant  adjutant  general,  with  the  bre- 
yet  rank  of  caplam. 

First  Lieutenant  Oscar  F.  Winship,  of  the  2d 
dragoons,  to  beassistanl  adjutant  general,  with  the 
brevet  rank  of  Captain,  in  place  of  W.  W.  S.  Bliss, 
promoted.  | 

[These  five  officers  appear  to  have  been  selected 
for  appointments  in  view  of  their  several  distinguish^  ] 
ed  achievements  during  the  battles  of  the  SUi  and  9lh 
May.] 

in  the  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen,  or  3d  dragoons. 
Charles  Ruff,  of  Missouri,  to  be  captain,  in  the 
place  of  Bcla  M.  Hughes,  who  declines  to  accept. 

Abraham  Van  Buren,  paymaster  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States.  .         , 

Appointments  in  the   quartermaster's  and   cotnmissray  s 
departments  under  the  act  approved  June  18,  1846. 
In  the  quartermaster's  department. 
To  be   Quartermaster  xoith  the  rank  of  major.     John 
S.  Love, ofOhio;  Samuel  P.  Mooney,  of  Indiana;  Al- 
exander Dunlap,  of  Illinois;  George  A.  Caldwell,  of 
Kentucky;  Levin  H.  Cue,  of  Tennessee;  Thomas  B. 
Eastland,  of  Louisiana.  , 

.feis(fi)i(  Quartermaster  with  the  rank  of  cnplnin-  1 . 
Gilbert,  of  Ohio;  S.  H.  Webb,  of  Ohio;  Thomas  H. 
Wilkins  of  Ohio;  Robert  Mitchell,  of  Indiana;  John 
NefT,  of  Indiana;  Elanson  W.  Enos,  of  Indiana;  Jas. 
H  Ralston,  of  Illinois;  Henrv  Scott,  of  Illmois;  Jos. 
Naper,  of  Illinois;  Henry  M.  Vandevcn,  of  lUinois; 
Theodore  O.  Hara,  of  Kentucky;  George  P.  famith. 
ofKenluckv;  "enjamin  F.Graham,  of  Kentucky; 
Robert  B.  Reynolds,  of  Tennessee,  Jonas  L.  Tho- 
mas,  of  Tennessee;  Philip  B.  Glenn,  of  Tennessee; 
Samuel  M.  Rutherford,  of  Arkansas;  Franklin  L. 
Smith,  of  Mississippi;  Henry  Toulmin,  of  .Mabaraa; 
Robert  R.  Howard,  of  Georgia;  Geor.;e  W.  Miller, 
of  Missouri;  George  Kennerly.  of  Missouri;  Joseph 
Daniels,  of  Texa«. 

In  the  Commissary's  department, 
To  be   Commissaries  wilh  the  >-ank  of  major.     Wm. 
F.  Johnson,  of  Ohio;  James  C.  Sloo,  of  Illinois;   Al 
fred   Boyd,  of  Ky.;  Julius  W.  Blackwell,  of  1  enn.; 
William  Robbill,  of  Mississippi. 

^ssis(aii(  commissfirifS  mith  the  rank  of  captain,  ^m. 
C  MeCauslin,  of  Ohio;  Jesse  B.  Stevens,  of  Ohio; 
John  Caldwell,  of  Ohio;  Dslany  R.  Eckles,  of  Indiana; 
ChrisiopherC  Graham,  of  Indiana;  Newton  Hi  ,  ol 
Indiana,  J.  S.  Post,  of  Illmois;  James  M.  Campbell,  of 
Illinois;  William  Wallers,  of  Illinois;  Samuel  Hack- 
elton  of  Illinois;  Richard  Gholslon:  of  K>.; Thomas 
J  Turpin,  of  Ky.;  Wm.  Garrard,  of  Ky.;  James  R 
Copeland,  ofTenn.;  Wm.  B.  Cherry;  Wm^  Fields,  ol 
Arkansas;  Robert  f  enner,  o(  Ala  ;  Kemp  s.  Hollan  I, 
of  Mississippi;  Phomas  P.  Randale,  of  Georgia;  Wm. 
Shields,  of  Missouri;  Amos  F.  Garrison,  of  ftlissouri; 
Stephen  Z.  Hoyle,  of  Texas. 

J^aval  Store  Keeper.     Adam  P.  Pentz,  esq.  of  New 

York,  naval  s'ore  keeper  al  ihe  Brooklyn  navy  yard. 

Charles  Mason,  i;-appointed  chief  justice,  and 

'  T.  S.  Wilson,  assoLiate  judge  of  the  supreme  court 

of  Iowa,  whose  commissions  expire  July  27. 
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r.nRLFS  L  Gardner,  deputy  postmaster.  Wash-  I  swers  to  the  applicants,  unless  it  may  be  proper  to 
ineton  cu'  ,  Vice  Wm.  J ones.^emo^ed.  gram  .he  discharge,  which  is  not  the  case  more  thaa 

Robert  N.  McMillan,  collector  of  customs,  dis-  I  once  in  a  hundred  limes.  Persons  applying  for  dis- 
trict  of  Teche,  and  inspector  of  revenue,  for  port  of  i  charges  hereafter,  will  '''"»f"^«  P'-^« '"/.X^ 
F  anklin,  La  ;  vice  Robert  Royster,  deceased.  I  .his  notice  as  the  only  answer  which  Ihe  da,  ,  dut.e. 

rranuim,  L.U,  i  I  of  this  ofEcc  will  permit,  when  the  application  can- 

D.PLOMATic   journal.  :  not  bc  favorablv  Considered.     R.  JO.NES,  Adjutant 

Mediation  m  •Sooth   America— We  learn  from  i  general.  .    ,  .     .         .    r  no 

Buenos  A  res  thai  the  offer  made  through  the  V.  S.  Soldiers  from  the  seat  of  v,ar.  A  delachmen  of  28 
charge  d^lairVshv  our  government  lo'mediate  for  soldiers  from  the  Rio  Grande,  ""longing  to  7,1.  re«.- 
n  peace   between    Buenos    Ayres  and  the    Argentine    iment  of  U.  S.  infantry,  arrived  in  lhn,_cily   (B.ill|- 


republic  has  been  acceded  to.  Meantime  the  Bril- 
ish  government  have  sent  a  Mr.  Hood  to  the  river 
Plate,  to  efTert  a  settlement  of  the  differences  be- 
tween  Rosas  and  Montevideo. 

The  Paris  cnrrespi^iidenl  of  the  National  Intelli 
gencer  writes  on  the  16ih  June— "Lnte  tidings  of  the 
revolution   and  excesses  al   .Montevideo,   and  the  c/) 


more)  on  Saturday  nighl  and  put  up  ai  Burk's  hotel. 
Pratt  street.  They  are  of  those  who  defended  Fori 
Brown  so  gallantly  during  its  bombardment  of  7  days 
by  the  Mexicans.  The  detachment  left  this  eiiy  for 
Boston,  under  command  of  Capt.  Hawkins.  Their 
object  is  lo  obtain  recruits. 

Companies  B  and  K,  1st  regiment  U.  S.  dragoons, 


•evohit  on   ami  excesses  ai   :\ionievaieo,   aiiu  me  uk-         ^ i -■- •-         =  ik„„„.,  -nH   npl 

li°a      o{  Buenos  Avres,   have  damped  the  zeal,  or    numbering    115   non-comm.ssioned  oBice  s  and  pr 
iwactj  o'^""*^" -___'     _^    .__     I,    , .•  r,    vales.  119  horses,  and  15  mules  reached  St.  Louis  01 


,,...,,„d  the  countenance  of  the  old  brawlers  for 
armed  intervention.  Yesterday,  in  the  chamber  of 
peers,  Ihe  Marquis  de  Gabriac  animadverted  again 
on  the  ministerial  policy  and  management  in  the  La 
Plata  affair;  Ihe  intervention  was  as  ill-executed  as 
ill-a^vised.  He  affirmed  thai  many  considerable 
mercanlile  houses  of  Havre,  Bordeaux,  Naniz,  and 
Marseilles  were  ruined  by  it.  No  reply  from  any 
minister.  Lord  Aberdeen  and  Mr.  Guizot  must 
patch  up  their  enterprise,  which  some  of  the  French 
commentators  ascribe  to  jealousy  of  each  others' 
aims  of  preponderance  in  the  region  more  than  to 
any  purpose  favorable  to  commerce  and  peace." 

The  allied  French  and  English  forces  sent  up  the 
La  Plata,  we  suspect  are  heartily  sick  of  their  en- 
terprise. 

Mb.  S.vunders,  U.  S.  minister  lo  Spain,  has  ar. 
rived  at  Paris,  on  his  way  to  Madrid. 

Consuls. — The  president  has  recognised  Nicholas 
:  Regio,  as  vice  consul  of  the  ponlifi'^al  slates  for  the 
state  of  Massachusetts,  to  reside  at  Boston. 

INDIAN     JOURNAL. 

The  Cherokee  claims.  The  Washington  Union,  of 
the  8lh  inst.  s.ates,  .hat  the  serious  difficulties  so  long 
existing  among  the  Cherokee  Indians  with  their 
claims  against  the  United  Stales  under  treaty  stipu- 
lations, are  being  Drought  to  a  final  adjustment. — 
Their  three  delegates,  now  in  Washington,  entered 
into  a  written  agreement  to  submit  the  whole  matter 
to  the  decision  of  three  commissioners,  lo  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  president,  who  named  for  that  duly,  Al- 
bion K.  Parris,  2d  comptroller  of  the  treasury, 
E.  Burke,  commissioner  of  the  patent  office,  ami 
Majiir  Wm-  Armstrong,  superintendent  of  Indian 
aff.iirs.  The  board  met  on  the  8lh.  The  delegations 
from  the  government,  old  settlers,  and  treaty  parties 
attended.  Waddy  Thompson,  Esq.,  counsel  for  the 
government  party:  Col.  C.  S.  Slambaugh,  for  the  old 
settlers,  or  "VVestern  Cherokee  nation"  party, 
(Amos 'Kendall  being  absent  al  New  York,)  and 
Judge  Paschel  and  Mallhew  St.  Clair  Clark,  for  the 
treaty  parly. 

The  chiefs  of  Ihe  Prairie  tribes  of  Indians,  Ca- 
manches,  &c.,  who  made  the  treaty  with  Col.  Bullet 
a  few  weeks  bince,  have  arrived  al  Washington. 

Two  braves  of  the  Sioux  Iribe  of  Indians,  of  Little 
Crow's  band,  were  shot  al  Crowlown,  below  St. 
Peter's,  on  Ihe  17ih  or  18lh  iiisl  ,  by  order  of  the 
council',  for  shooting  and  dangerously  wounding  a 
young  chief  a  few  days  before. 

The  Cherokee  Advocate  asserts  that,  in  proportion 
to  the  population,  there  are  fewer  men  among  the 
Cherokees  who  cannot  read  and  write,  eilherChero- 
kee  or  English,  than  in  any  stale  in  the  Union. 

Four  Kansas  Indians  arrived  at  St.  Louis  on  Ihe 
]9lh,  on  their  way  lo  Washington  for  the  purpose  of 
soliciting  the  president  and  congress  to  render  their 
nation  some  relief  in  its  piesent  distressing  condi- 
tion. A  paper  which  Ihe  chief  bears  stales  that  the 
Kansas  Indians  are  in  a  wretched  condition,  and 
many  members  of  the  tribe  in  a  state  of  starvation. 
They  are  too  indolent  lo  work,  and  game  has  be- 
come so  scarce  Ihal  hunting  is  no  longer  a  means  of 
support. 


ARMY     J  OU  RNAL  . 

War  Department,  .idjutant-general's  office,   iras/iitij- 


vales,  119  horses,  and  15  mules  reached  St.  Louis  on 
the  Q7th  nU  ,  from  Forts  Atchison  and  Crawford, 
under  command  of  Capts.  E  V.  Sumner  and  P.  St. 
G.  Cook,  Lieuls.  Hammond  and  Davidson,  Surgeon 
R.  A.  Simpson.  They  are  lo  join  the  expedition 
against  Santa  Fe,  at  Fort  Leavenworth. 

Capt.  Pdge,  who  was  so  dreadfully  wounded  in  tha 
haltle  of  the  8ih  inst.,  has  arrived  at  New  Orleans. 
Amongst  the  melancholy  incidents  lo  which  Ihe  cam- 
paign has  already  been  fruitful,  we  have  met  with 
none  more  truly  painful  than  that  of  ihis  gallant 
officer  and  his  devoted  wife.  The  latter  was  ai  the 
city  of  Baltimore  when  intelligence  arrived  of  the 
fate  of  her  husband.  Without  a  moment's  hesilalioa 
she  determined  lo  proceed  lo  administer  a  wife's  at- 
tention and  consolation  to  her  wounded  husband. -- 
She  embarked  for  New  Orleans,  and  thence  look 
passage  in  a  steamer  about  lo  leave  for  Point  Isabel. 
The  s.eamer  had  lo  stop  at  Mobile,  and  was  there 
delayed  some  days  On  reaching  Point  Isabel  slm 
ascertained  that  Capt.  Page  had  been  embarked  lor 
New  Orleans  a  few  days  before,  where  we  sincerely 
hope  she  may  soon  join  him.  ^    ,      .        ,•,. 

The  steamship  Jlabama  arrived  al  Galveston,  tne 
22d  June,  and  left  again  ihe  following  day  for  Brazos 
San.iago  She  landed  al  Galveston  some  govern- 
ment stores  for  a  new  military  depot  which  has  been 
established  at  Robinson's  Ferry,  on  the  Trimly,  to 
supjily  the  volunteers  on  their  march  through  lexas. 
The  stores  are  forwarded  from  Galveston  lo  the  da- 
pot  by  steam.  .       ,         , 

The  Austin  New  Era  says  that  orders  have  been 
received  by  Maj.  Fountelroy,  requiring  him  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  San  Antonio  with  the  company 
of  dragoons  under  his  command. 

The  Bible  We  are  gratified  to  learn,  says  the  Savan- 
nah Republican,  thai  the  army  in  Texas  applied  lo  ihe 
American  Bible  Society  for  thescripiures-iind  ihat  lour 
thousand  copies  of  the  New  Teelamcnl  have  been  for- 
warded  for  their  use.  If  it  is  desirable  to  inculcate  ihe  love 
of  peace  among  s.ddiers,  the  New  Testament  is  the  heal 
of  all  books  for  them. 

An  army  medical  board  of  examination,  were  to  con- 
vene in  the  city  of  New  York  on  ilie  Ist  July.  The 
hoard  consists  of  Surgeons  Mower,  Siiiinccke,  and 
McDougall.  the  junior  member  to  acl  as  recorder. 

Arrival  of  officers  from  the  Rio  Grande.  The  fol- 
lowinf  officers  of  ihe  army  arrived  on  Monday  evening 
from  ilie  Rio  Grande,  and  look  lodgings  al  Jones  Ho- 
tel, Philadelphia:  Brevet  Majors  Seawell  and  Raines, 
7ih  infantry;  Copt.  Hawkins,  do.;  and  Lieu'?.  Henry 
and  Wnod.  Major  Seawell  is  accompanied  by  his  lady, 
and  Moiur  Raines  by  his  lady,  children,  and  servant.— 
Cant  Hawkins  is  the  heroot  Fort  Brown,  who  re  I  used 
to  surrender  to  Arisia.  Major  Seawell  is  one  of  the  ol- 
ficers  sent  out  to  hear  what  the  Mexicans  had  lo  say 
when  ihey  sounded  the  parley.  We  believe  Lieutenant 
Henry  was  the  other.  Lieut.  Wood  is  one  of  the  young 
officers  whose  conduct  in  the  battles  of  the  8ih  and  9lh 
received  such  handsome  notice.      iPhil.  North  Amer. 

Gem.  Gai.nes.  The  "Union"  gives  the  following  spe- 
cifications of  inqury,  lo  which  Gen.  G.  is  to  be  subject- 
ed hy  the  court  lo  assemble  at  Fort  .Monroe  on  ihe  ISih 
instant:  ,    r    , 

1st  In  calling  upon  the  governors  of  several  ol  the 
states  for  volunteers  or  militia  to  be  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  between  ihe  Isl  and  16ih 
May,  i846;  and  to  examine  also  into  the  authority  and 
circumsiaiiccs  under  which  the  said  calls  v^■ere  made. 

2d  In  cilling  upon  the  g.nernors  of  several  ol  tha 
states,  between  the  16th  of  .May  and  the  lOih  of  June, 
1S46,  lor  volunteers  or  miliiia  to  be  mustered  into  tha 


yu-c,     frua/img-     134ti     lOr    VDlUnleer.s    or    miuiia    lo  ue  luuaiuiou  imu   iiio 

Inn  Inlu  \  1846.  The  very  numerous  applications  I  servi'ce  of  Ihe  United  States;  and  also  in  appointing  or 
to  Ihe  war'departmenl  for  the  discharge  of  enlisted  ,  authorizing  certain  individuals-from  the  Isi  of  May  to 
ioldiers  "ill   not     as   heretofore,  allow  special  .q-  i  ihe  IS.h  of  June,  1846_.o  raise  troope  to  be  mualeftl 
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Into  the  service  of  the  Uniied  Stales;  and  to  examine 
into  tlie  authority  and  circumstances  under  wliicli  such 
acts  were  done. 

3(1.  In  organizing  and  mustering,  or  earning  to  be 
jnustered,  into  the  service  of  the  Uniied  Svcies,  a  body 
of  vohmteers  or  militia  of  the  state  of  Alabama  about 
the  12th  of  June,  1S46;  and  to  examine  into  the  circum- 
stances calling  for  the  said  act  of  General  Gaines,  in  re- 
ference to  instructions  given  to  him  by  the  secretary  of 
war,  in  letter  dated  respectively  the  28th  of  May,  and 
the  Isl  of  June,  184G,  and  the 'order  of  June  2,  1846, 
relieving  him  from  the  command  of  the  western  division 
of  the  army.' 

-Ith.  In  giving  orders,  since  the  1st  of  May,  1846,  to 
office  rs  of  the  ordnance,  commissary,  quartermaster,  and 
pay  departments,  to  issue  and  distribute  ordnance  and 
orn  nance  stores,  subsistence  stores,  for  the  disbursement 
and  payment  of  pubhc  funds  to  certain  designated  indi- 
viduals or  bodies  of  men;  and  to  inquire  ali^o  whether 
the  persons  to  whom  such  issues  of  payment  were  or- 
dered or  made  were  legally  in  the  service  of  the  Uniied 
States,  or  properly  authorized  to  receive,  or  have  the 
custody  of  public  property  or  money. 

The  court  is  ordered  to  report  the  facts  of  the  case, 
and  to  express  an  opinion  thereon. 

British  troops.  The  Mih,  89ih,  and  60tli  regiments 
are  under  orders  to  proceed  to  Halifax  this  autumn. — 
They  are  to  be  replaced  by  the  rifle  brigade,  "JTih,  and 
a  regiment  from  the  West  indies. 

H.  M.  troop  ship  Aihol  arrived  at  Halifa.\  on  the  13ih 
from  Porlsniouih,  with  a  detachment  for  ihe  rifle  bri- 
gade; also,  troop  ship  Arabian,  from  Cork,  with  detach- 
ments for  77ih,  33d,  and  Newfoundland  Veterans.  The 
rifles  and  77th  landed  on  the  15th,  and  joined  their  re- 
spective regiments  in  that  garrison.         [Quebec  Mcr. 

The  Baltimore  Patriot,  of  the  7th  instant,  on  the 
probabilities  of  the  house  tarifT  bill  passing  the  senate, 
1 1U8  discourses; — 

"What  will  the  senate  do?  The  vote  yesterday  in 
the  senate,  on  referring  the  tariff  bill  to  the  committee 
on  finance,  is  regarded  as  a  test  vote  on  the  particular 
bill  now  before  that  body.  Those  who  voted  in  the  ne- 
gative being  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it  is,  and  those  in  the 
affirmative  being  against  it,  either  in  whole  or  in  part. 
There  were  22  yeas  and  24  nays,  leaving  ten  members 
absent  or  not  voting.  The  24  nays  were  all  locofocos: 
the  22  yeas  were  all  whigs,  except  Mr.  Sturgeon,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Niles,  of  Connecticut.  The  ab- 
Eentees,  or  those  not  voting,  were  as  follows: 

Whigs.  I  Locofocos. 

Webster,  of  Mass.,  Aiherion,  of  N.  H., 

Greene,  of  R.  Island,  |  Dix,  of  New  York, 

Dayton,  of  N.  Jersey,         I  Cameron,  of  Penn., 
Miller,  of         do.  Haywood,  of  N.  Carolina, 

Berrien,  of  Georgia.  |  Speight,  of  Masg. 

Being  five  whigs  and  five  locofocos. 

All  the  whigs  are  against  the  bill — and  of  the  locofo- 
cos, Mr.  Cameron  is  opposed  to  ii;  and  perhaps  Mr. 
Dix,  of  New  York,  will  not  be  present  to  support  it,  if 
he  do  not  vote  against  it,  He  is  understood  to  be  very 
reluctant  to  liave  any  t|iing  to  do  with  it.  If  ihe  vote  of 
yesterday  is,  as  it  is  sajd  to  be,  a  lest  of  the  opinioii  of 
the  senate,  there  will  probably  be,  in  a  full  .'^eimte,  (put- 
ting Mr.  Dix  down  for  the  bill,)  28  votes  for  it,  antj  28 
against  it.  TKis,  it  will  be  seen  by  our  Washington  let- 
ter, is  the  calculation  there,  and  the  National  intelligen- 
cer intimates  the  same  opinion. 

What  will  Mr.  Dallas  do  in  this  event?  It  is  impos- 
sible to  .=ay.  He  ought  to  be  understood  to  be  decidedly 
hostile  to  any  such  bill  as  is  this  before  the  senate.— 
When  in  congress,  either  as  senator  or  representative, 
he  always  opposed  the  policy  of  it,  and  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  is  unanimousin  its  hostility  to  it.  But  it 
is  tho  characteristic  of  locofocoism,  that  it  lakes  away 
from  its  supporters  all  fixed  principles,  and  leaves  its  de- 
termined followers  the  passive  msiruments  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  for  the  time  being  hold  high  power  or  dis- 
pense patronage.  The  indications  are,  ihat  Mr.  Dallas 
wdl  not  attempt  to  aland  up  against  those  influences 
which  carried  the  bill  through  the  house.  On  ihe  ware- 
house bill  he  recently  gave  a  vote  with  the  enemies  of 
home  industry  for  taking  it  up,  when  the  senate  was  lied 
on  lire  question.  This  casting  vote  of  his  oxciied  alarm 
iitPennsjlvauia  among  his  own  friends,  and  the  worst 
apprehensions  are  now  indulged  as  to  his  vote  on  Ihe 
tariff.  In  regard  to  his  vote  on  the  warehouse  bill  the 
Philadelphia  Sentinel  (one  of  ihe  oldest,  most  umform, 
and  able  supporters  of  the  party  in  Pennsylvania)  thus 
cpeaks: 

"We  confess  that  we  are  very  much  dissati.ified  with 
Vice  President  Dallas,  who,  it  appears,  gave  his  casting 
vote  to  take  up  the  warehouse  hill  in  the  cenale. 

"We  published  and  circula'cd  in  I-'hilailel|iliiii,  some 
liandbills  a  few  days  before  the  eleciion  of  1S4J,  lo  show 
the  importance  of  havintt  a  vice  prcsidmt  from  Penn- 
stjlvania,  a.H  it  virtually  gave  liur  lime  senatorial  voles; 
the  vici;  president  always  voting  when  his  vote  would 
tell.  We  little  thought  tlien  that  one  of  his  voles,  would 
be  to  lake  up  a  bill  which  is  unlv  one  by  anuilicr  name 
10  repeal  the  tarifl'.  Mr.  Dnllas  has  by  no  nuans  met 
the  public  expectations,  nor  i.'j  this  the  onlv  subject  upon 
whii  h  be  lias  given  causii  of  ofli'nce." 

When  hia  own  friends  doubt  liim,  it  ia  not  for  us  to 
put  confidence  in  Mr.  Dallus. 

In  nilciilating  thu  |irr,l);dilo  v,,tc  on  ihc  bill,  ii  is  very 
proper  to  riiiieniliir  ibul  iju-r,,  i,r,..  neveral  wings  in  the 
senaie,  reiircpcninig  stuicB  wlm  have  not  sn  ini mediate 
an  inleresl  in  this  question  a.i  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  other  iocofoco  atates.  It  ia  nut  inconsistent 
will)  tlieir  puhlicnl  opiniuns  to  suppose,  that  they  may 


not  feel  themselves  bound  to  siand  by  the  system  of  do- 
mestic iiidustiy,  when  Iherepresentalivesof  other  slates, 
whose  inleresl  is  vital  in  the  matter,  vole  to  give  it  up. — 
They  may  so  vole,  in  the  expeclation  that  ilie  riays  of 
Mes.=^r.=:.  Mangum,  Archer,  Berrien,  Jarnagin,  and  one 
or  two  other.?,  will  save  the  tariff;  bui-they  have  no  right 
to  confide  in  their  so  doing.  Tlfe  whigs  >ve  have  named, 
support  the  domestic  iimiistiy  of  the  country,  because 
iliey  think  it  oueht  to  be  regarded  as  a  national  question, 
irresppclive  of  local  or  seciional  interests,  in  which  the 
general  good  of  the  whole  people  is  concerned.  But 
when  they  find  tlial  the  representatives  of  states,  whose 
interest  is  direct,  and  vital  as  it  respects  much  of  its  in- 
dustry, signify  their  willingness,  by  their  votes,  to  give 
up  all  proieciion  lo  home  labor,  and  follow  blindly  the 
lead  or  command  of  party  dictators,  il  may  become  a 
question  for  the   whigs  we   have 


Store  ship  Erie,  lieui  nanl  Bullus,  is  filling  out  to 
carry  stores  lo  the  Gulf. 

Texan  novi/.  A  survey  of  the  three  vesnels  com- 
prising the  navy  of  Ihe  lale  Republic  of  Texas  has 
been  made  recently  by  captain  Kandolph  of  the  U. 
Slates  navy.  Their  hulls  were  reported  lo  be  in 
excellent  order,  but  the  upper  works  had  been  much 
injured  by  exposure  in  a  warm  climate.  The  "Ar- 
cher," an  18  gun  hjig,  draws  two  feel  and  a  half  les? 
with  every  thing  on  board  than  our  largest  class  of 
schooners.  The  "Austin,"  a  ship,  has  a  heavier  bat- 
tery for  her  draught  than  any  vessel  in  our  navy, 
and  draws  three  feci  less  than  any  of  our  sloops  of 
war.     The  "St.  Bernard"  is  a  schooner  of  7  guns. 

The  Muslin,  hie  Texan  sloop  of  war,  was  towed 


respec 
comparatively  small,  vote  against  it.  They  will  do 
nothing  inconsiderately;  hut  it  is  very  proper,  as  we  sug- 
gested, on  calculating  tho  probabilities  of  the  votes  of 
the  senators,  lo  remember  this." 
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d,  to  consider, 
whether  they  should  not  also  cease  to  look   at  the  ques-    ,„  ..,  f,.„„  nniTra^.n^  „„  ,i,„  oi.i,     i.    u  '      j  .     r, 
lion  as  a  national  one,  and  estimating  it  onlv  as  it  mav    '°  '?  'Z""'  Galveston  on  the  24th  ult.  bound  to  Pen- 
for  Ihe  time  concern  their  respectivfe  ftates,  and  finding    ^'"^"'^  '°^  repairs,  after  which  it  is  said  she  is  to  be 

placed  in  commission  in  our  navy  under  command  of 

George  J^.  Hollins,  eiq. 

The  steamboat  Whileville,  purchased  by  eaplaia 
Sanders,  intended  for  a  government  transport  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  left  Cincinnati,  on  the  30th  ull.  for  N. 
Orleans.  She  is  a  substantially  built,  light  draft 
boat,  and  jusl  the  kind  of  craft  to  navigate  the  shal- 
low waters  and  short  turns  of  Ihe  great  Southwestern 
river. 

The  Laiorence,  U.  S.  brig,  arrived  at  Pensacola  on 
the  25th  ult.  in  seven  days  from  Brazos,  St.  Jago, 
having  been  employed  blockading  the  Rio  Grande 
and  Brazos,  and  co-operating  with  Ihe  army  103  Jays 

The  St.  Mary's  U.  S.  sloop  of  war.  captain  Saun- 
ders, is  .blockaning  Tainpico.  A  letter  from  a  gen 
tleman  on  board,  dated  the  17lh  ull.  stales,  thai  Ihe 
decree  of  expulsion  of  all  American  citizens  from 
thence,  issued  on  the  17th  iMay,  was  duly  enforced 
on  the  7th  June,  he  had  to  leave  Tampico  in  conse- 
quence, and  was  kindly  received  on  board  Ihe  St 
Mary's. 

A  letter  from  an  officer  of  the  St.  Mary's  dated  the 
13th  published  in  the  Norfolk  Beacon,  gives  a  long 
account  of  an  oSair  which  took  place  on  theS'h 
June.  "We  discovered  Ihe  enemy  erecting  another 
fort  on  the  north  side  of  the  entrance  i>{  the  river, 
got  the  the  thip  under  weigh  under  topsails,  stood  in, 
and  when  within  a  mile  of  the  fort  and  gun  boats, 
the  latter,  three  in  number,  and  tonnage  about  one 
hundred,  opened  a  fire  upon  them  both.  Being  upon 
a  lee  shore  and  in  shoal  water,  we  were  not  able  to 
fire  more  than  etghl  shot,  before  it  became  necessary 
to  claw  off,  which  we  did,  but  at  three  o'clock  re- 
turne  1,  and  continued  the  firing  until  we  had  fired 
70  shells,  and  29  round  solid  shot.  In  the  last  re- 
connoitre the  enemy  returned  our  fire  with  about  ten 
shot  from  13  pound  guns,  four  of  which  passsd  near 
us,  two  fell  directly  under  our 'fore  foot,'  i.ne  passed 
bet«een  the  fore  and  main  top-masi,  and  one  over 
the  foot,  the  others  fell  at  a  distance.  'J'he  first  shell 
which  burst  over  the  fort,  ejected  every  soldier  from 
Ihe  neighborhood  the  whole  of  them  taking  imme- 
diately to  the  wood.  One  of  our  shells  passed  be- 
•ween  one  of  the  schooner's  masts,  and  exploded  be- 
yond her,  a  fragment  having  struck  the  bowsprit 
and  bulwarks,  tearing  both  considerably,  as  we  have 
learned,  since  the  fight.  One  corner  of  the  custom 
bouse  was  knocked  down— a  house  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river,  was  fired  fay  the  explosion  of  a  shell; 
and  a  soldier  at  the  fort  on  guard,  by  the  bursting  of 
another  shell,  exchanged  his  musket  for  vacancy,  it 
having  been  shattered,  without  I  believe,  injuring 
his  valuable  person.  Having  driven  the  party,  from 
their  embryo  fori,  we  returned  to  our  anchorage  at 
half  past  three. 

O.T  the  IGlh  an  ofiBcer  writeg— "As  circuinslanccs, 
beyond  our  control,  prevented  us  from  reaching  the 
three  gun  boats,  (spoken  of  in  my  letter  of  the  ISth 
iiist.,)  moored  in  Tan.pico  river,  and  which  wo  hod 
desired  to  cut  out,  our  captain  determined  to  greet 
the  enemy  at  long  shot  from  the  ship,  and  accords 
ingly  at  7  A.  j'\I.  we  ran  out  a  kedge  on  the  quarter, 
and  brought  our  guns  io  bear  on  the  gun  hjati,  and 
fort  under  which  they  were  anchored.  Tho  boats 
anchored  in  a  line  abreast  across  the  river,  with 
springs  on  their  cables  anticipiling  an  attack  from 
us.  As  soon  as  we  opened  our  broadside  upon  llieui 
they  returned  the  fire  briskly;  but  two  of  our  Pam- 
han  shell.-i,  w  hich  exploded  over  the  fort,  silenced  il, 
the  boats  still  maintaining  the  action— they  fired  j 
suppose  about  fifteen  shot,  all  of  which  proved  harm- 
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Whole  number  voting,  209;  seventeen  less  than  a 
full  house.  Deduct  vacancies.  New  Hampshire  1, 
(no  choice;)  Massachusetts  1,  (do.;)  New  York  1, 
(Herrick  dead,)  and  Speaker  (Davis,  of  Ind.,  who 
does  not  vole  except  in  case  of  a  tie,)  and  there  were 
13  absent  as  follows: 

Vermont — Dillingham,  loco. 

AVio  York — Woodworth,of  Dutchess,  loco. 

Maryland—},  g.  Chapman,  whig,  paired  olT  with 
Ligoii,  loco,  of  o^j.,  compelled  to  be  absent  by  Ihe 
sudden  illness  of  his  wile;  Constable,  loco,  of  do., 
absent. 

G:orgia—T.  Butler  King,  whig,  absent. 

Ohio — Cummins,  loco,  do. 

ludiana — Owen,  Pettit,  locos,  absent. 

/«inois— Baker,  whig;  Wcntworlh,  loco,  absent. 

J>Jissouri— Price,  loco. 

Jlrkansas—YtiU,  loco— 13. 

KAVAL     JOURNAL. 

Three  ships  of  the  line.  The  /■'c)i)isi;;i)ani3,  of 
120  guns,  and  the  J\lorth  Carolina,  of  74,  both  at  Nor- 
folk, and  the  Ohio,  74,  at  Boston,  have  been  ordered 
lo  be  got  in  readiness  for  active  service.  A  heavy 
bomhardmenl  is  no  doubt  thought  of. 

The  Boston  Journal  stales  thai  commander  Breese, 
a  brother  of  senator  Brcese,  is  ordered  to  the  com-' 
maud  of  the  Albany.  Wc  have  seen  no  oiDcial  an- 
nuunceineol  of  her  commander.  There  are  said  to 
be  thirty  urgent  applicants  for  Ihe  command.  She 
is  txpecled  lo  be  ready  for  sea  in  thirty  days. 

The  Boston  is  nearly  ready  fur  sea,  though  her  des- 
liiialion  IS  unknown.  No  officers  have  ye{  been  or- 
dered to  her. 

Sloop  of  war  Preble  is  only  waiting  the  compleineni 
of  her  crew,  lo  sail  to  Ihe  Oulf  of  Mexico. 


Ill  return  for  these  civilities  we  presented  hi 
with  la  Paixhan  shells  and  11  solid  shot.  The  bar 
intoiveniug  between  us  and  the  fort  and  Ihe  gun 
boats,  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to  chuo^e  our 
distance;  wt  were  therefore  reliietaiilly  cumjiellea 
lo  engage  them  at  long  shot.  Discovering  that  we 
did  iiol  do  the  execulion  which  we  desired,  the  cap- 
tain thought  Una  child's  play  caused  a  useless  waste 
of  powder  and  ball,  and  therefore  gave  order  at  8 
A.  M.  lo  cease  firing,  when  we  weighed  the  strean 
aaU  kedge  and  stood  out  to  our  old  aDcborage. 
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A  messenger  was  sent  on  buard  from  the  British 
consul,  infor  nin?  that  all  foreijn  residents  had  arm- 
ed lhernselv.-9  ajiinst  a  band  of  nosrcies,  whT  wej-e 
hoverin:^  outside  the  cily  threatening  to  murder  and 
rob  all  the  foreigners. 

The  Bunker  Hill  Aurora  of  the  4lh  iisl.  says  thai 
the  navy  yard,  ai  lliis  time,  presents  qtiile  a  busy 
scene;  and  about  900  men  are  on  the  roll.  The  In- 
dependence will  be  ready  lor  sea  in  three  or  four 
weeks.  Her  guns  have  been  changed  to  a  heavier 
calibre,  with  fewer  of  them.  She  is  to  bo  llie  tlag 
ship  of  com.  Shubrick,  in  the  Pacific.  The  Ohio  will 
take  her  place  next  in  dock.  The  Franklin  is  to  be 
made  a  receiving  ship.  In  the  rope  walk  some  ten 
or  twelve  tons  are  turned  out  daily. 

The   Princeton.  V.  S   steamer,  arrived  off  Vera 


The  .^(6fmtans  have   exhibited   spirit   as  to  their  |p)'»Bi(W/i(r(/ier.     That  no  commission  shall  be  allow- 
naval  namesake.     Some  time  since   a  splendid  paint-   ed  or  paid  for  the  nosotiatiou  of  the  loan   authorized 


%  was  prepared  and  prcsenlcd  by  the  citizens  of  \l 
bany,  as  a  decoration  for  her  cabin.  As  the  ves-scl 
gracefully  moved  off  of  the  stocks  into  the  river,  she 
was  duly  christened,  according  to  usage,  by  John  K. 
Diicr,  Passed  IVIidshipman,  U,  S.  Navy,  a  native  of 
Albany,  assisted  by  two  very  yotmg  ladies,  the  daugh- 
tei-s  of  tlio  Cuplain  and  Commander  of  tlio  Navy 
Yard.  IMiss  Stringham  broke  a  bottle  containing  wa- 
ter from  the  Albany  Basin,  Miss  Hudson  one  coii- 
tainin:.;  the  pure  water  of  Brooklyn,  and  Mr.  Duor 
a  bottle  of  water  from  the  Atlantic.  It  was  thought 
that  tlie  ship  took  the  bottom  as  sho  glided  beautifully 
into  the  water.  She  sits  like  a  duck  on  the  water. 
The    N.    York   Commercial    Advertiser   says  that 


Cruz  in  17  days  from  Boston,  and  a  letter  slates  Hut    q     {   q  jy   Ho]\[n^  has  been  detached  from  the  Pen 
■  rway  just  out  of  reach    s^cola  Navy  Yard  to  take  command    of  the  sloop  of 


for  12  days  she  had  been  unde 

of  the  guns  of  the  C.islle.  When  vessels  make  their 
appearance  she  m  ikes  sail  for  Ihem,  and  when  they 
are  very  fast  and  wish  to  run,  she  fires  up— goes 
.  along  side  and  places  a  prize  officer  on  hoard.  She 
is  the  admiration  of  the  English  and  French  men- 
of-war  here.  The  P.  is  more  useful  here  than  three 
frigates. 

The  Raritan  has  the  scurvy  and  it  is  also  said  the 
dysentery,  on  board,  produced  by  having  been  much 
at  sea  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  from  whence  sho  oame 
to  this  station. 

Frenc'i  iron  Sleamers.  The  French  governmen' 
have  recently  contracted  for  the  building  of  six  large 
iron  steamers  for  the  use  of  their  navy.  Of  these 
two  are  to  be  300  horse  power,  the  other  four  of 
200. 

The  Pacific  Squadron.  The  latest  iniilliscnce  Icf!  the 
squadron  at  Mazailan,  on  the  19ih  "f  May,  just  as  Com. 
Sloat  had  received  iniellisence  of  the  commencement 
of  liostilitieB  on  the  Rio  Grande.  Preparations  wer« 
maliino  to  sail  next  day  to  plant  the  flag  of  the  L'nion 
at  Monterey  and  San  Francisco,  California.  They  had 
taken  on  board  on  the  19ih,  a  large  number  of  shovels, 
spades,  and  axes,  from  which  the  writer  i:iferred  that  il 
was  intended  to  throw  up  fortifications  ai  those  places, 
in  the  capture  of  which  they  anticipated  no  more  oppo- 
sition than  Com.  Jjnes  met  with  in  the  capture  jf  .Mon- 
terey a  few  years  since.  The  frigate  Con»rejs  had  not 
yet  joined  the  squadron. 

The  Expedition,  filiinj  out  at  New  York,  which  is  to 
proceed  round  Cope  Horn  for  California,  the  N.  York 
Express  says,  is  aoing  on  famously.  Tlie  regiment  of 
which  Jonathan  D.  Stevens  is  to  be  the  colonel,  is  filling 
up  with  consider.ible  rapidity.  It  is  said  that  whole 
companies  have  bees  enrolled  at  the  same  time;  and  that 
several  West  Point  cadets,  and  even  one  professor  at  the 
tile  same  institution,  have  eagerly  joined  the  e.\pedition. 
The  transportation  is  to  be  effected  on  cimniercial  ves- 
sels ol  from  six  to  eight  Imndred  tons  burthen,  ladi^n 
for  the  occasion;  and  they  are  to  be  conveyed  by  several 
ships  of  war,  carrying  engineers,  men  ol  skill,  and  com- 

ganies  of  artillery.  The  regiment  is  to  be  reviewed  on  the 
Uih  inst.,  and  immediately  afterwards  put  into  motion. 

Lieut:  Charles  L.  Harby,  of  the  U.  S.  revenue  ser- 
vice, arrived  in  New  Orleans  a  few  duys  ago,  on  his 
way  to  take  charge  ot  a  naval  depot  at  Balize.  Tuis 
depot  has  been  established  for  the  supply  of  stores,  am- 
munition, &.C.,  for  the  gulf  squadron. 

Lieut.  John  Graham,  ol  the  U.  S.  navy,  died  sudden- 
ly in  Ma«on  county,  Ky-,  on  the  27th  uli.  aged  42  years, 
ol  an  affection  of  the  heart. 

Il  is  said  ihat  a  letter  has  been  received  by  the  state 
department,  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
stating  that  a  gang  of  buccaneers  was  afluat  under  the 
Mexican  flag,  in  the  seas  in  that  vicinity,  and  had  re- 
cently overhauled  a  British  vessel. 

Three  schoo?iers,  which  were  built  at  New  York  for 
the  Mexican  government,  have  recendy  been  purchas- 
ed by  govermnent,  and  are  now  fitiing  at  Brooklyn  navy 
yard.    Tlieir  officers  have  been  appointed. 

The  Reefer,  is  commanded  by  Lieul.  Co.n'g.  J.  S. 
Slerrett. 

The  Petrel,  by  Lieut.  Coni'g.  T.  D.  Shaw. 

The  Boniiu,  ijy  Lieut.  Corn'g.  T.  G.  Benham. 

Thoy  are  fitting  for  the  gulf  service,  of  course. 

Enlistments  for  ihe  navy  are  progressing, — S20  boun- 
ty tor  seamen,  and  $1 J  for  ordinary  seamun,  are  given. 

The  Ai.b\;jy,  U.  S.  Sloop  of  war,  was  launched 
into  her  destined  element  from  the  Brooklyn  Navy 
Yard  on  the  27th  June  1846,  in  capital  style. 

The  Albany  is  a 'beautiful  specimen  of  naval  ar- 
chitecture, a  first  class  30  gun    ship. 


of- 
w;u-  Austin,  one  of  the  vessels  which  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  Texa-s  Navy. 


by  this  act;  and  also,  that   the    said    stocK  shall  be  i 
deemablo  at  a  period  not  longer  (ban  ten   years  from 
the  issue  thereof. 

^n:!hci!fti.rthnenuclnl,  That  the  Trcasnry  notes 
and  tho  stock  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  not  bear  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  atiil  no  part  thereof  shall  be  dispos- 
ed of  at  less  than  par. 

.iiul  be  U  furthtr  enacted,  That  no  compensation 
sliall  be  made  to  t^ny  officer,  whose  salary  is  fixed  by 
law,  for  preparing,  signing,  or  issuing  Treasury  notes; 
nor  shall  any  clerk  be  employed  beyond  the  number 
authorized  by  tho  act  herein  referred  to. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Clat. — The  following  leilf-r 
from  Henry  Clay,  addressed  to  a  mercantile  house. 
of  high  standing  in  this  city,  under  circumslances 
which  tho  letter  itself  sufficiently  explains,  will  bo 
read   wilh  a   thrill  of  pleasure  by  ihe   hundreds  of 


It  IS  rumored  at  the  New  York  Navy  Yard  that  ,j,ou3,„j,  ^f  his  devoted  friends Ihmughout  the  conn- 
steps  are  to  be  immediately  taken  to  fit  out  the  rcceiv-  „.y  ^^  ^g,^,^,  ,„  ,j,g  ^^^^^  principles  of  protection 
ingahip  N.  Carolina  as  a  transport  for  troops  destined  ^g  American  industry,  and  utters  words  of  wisdom 
for  California.     In  the  eventsof  her  being  sent  away,  |  at  a  crisis  when  they  should  not.  and  will  not,  pass 


tho  Macedonian  frigate  or  steamer  Full 
as  a  receiving  vessel  in  her  place. 

The  Lexington  store-ship  is  fitting  for  the  Pacific, 
and  will  sail  with  ordnance  stores  and  80  soldiers  from 
Governor's  Island,  as  soon  as  her  crew  is  shipped — 
The  Relief  store-ship  sails  for  the  Gulf  as  soon  after 
as  possible,  and  the  Boston  and  Prel)le.  sloops,  and 
Vixen  and  Spitfire  steamers,  will  not  lie  long  behind.- 
The  steamers  are  still  in  the  builder's  bands,  though 
the  officers  are  daily  reporting.  Nothing  is  doing  to 
the  Macedonian,  Fulton  or  Sabine. 

The  sailors  enlist  slowly  on  account  of  the  higher 
wages  held  out  by  the  merchant  service.  Capts.  Tat- 
nail  and  Sands  arc  ordered  to  the  Vixen  and  Spit- 
fire. Lieut.  Bailey  commands  the  Lexington,  and 
Lieut.  Ballus  the  Relief.  Commander  Shields  is  or- 
dered to  the  Preble. 

The  w.iR  WITH  Mexico.  Report  of  the  Commttceon 
Foreign  Relatiwis,  H.  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll.  Chairman,  on  the  6th  mst. 
made  the  formal  Report  of  that  Committee  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
war,  the  course  of  the  war,  and  objects  of  the  war, 
with  Mexico,  intended,  it  is  presumed,  as  a  national 
expose.  The  Report  occupies  over  thirteen  columns 
of  the  Union,  equivalent  to  about  nine  of  our  pages.— 
It  is  on  file  for  insertion  so  soon  as  we  can  command 
the  space. 

Fu>n)s  FOR  THE  War.  We  have  as  yet  no  gene- 
ral Report  from  the  Conamittee  on  Ways  and  Means, 
on  whose  labors  so  much  is  now  dependent.  Tlie 
Chairman  of  that  Committee  however  on  the  6th  inst. 
reported  a  Bill,  making  an  additional  appropriations 
to  the  amount  of  §  ll,958,-359  for  carrying  on  the 
war. 


3  indicated  unhecdcii.  In  I'ne  comments  upoii  llio  character  and 
aims  of  ihe  new  commercial  policy  of  England,  will 
be  found  suggestions  well  worthy  of  attention;  and 
the  whole  Ictier  is  one  of  marked  interest  and  im- 
portance. Our  reader^,  we  are  sure,  will  share  the 
delight  with  which  we  listen  again  to  the  wise  and 
patriotic  counsels  of  tho  great  statesman  of  the  west. 
His  letter  is  the  more  valuable,  because  it  comes 
from  the  quiet  and  repose  of  his  retirement,  and  not 
from  the  field  of  active  public  service.  It  is  in  eve- 
ry way  worthy  of  attention,  and  cannot  bo  without 
an  influence  upon  the  current  of  public  aflairs. 

[.V.    Y.  Conner. 
.Ishland,  Jane  ruU,  184G. 

Gentlemen:  I  postponed  answering  your  favor 
until  the  arrival  of  the  articles  to  which  it  refers, 
which  you  have  been  kind  enough  to  present  to  me. 
They  reached  here  yesterday  in  safety,  and  I  request 
your  acceptance  of  my  thanks  for  tliem.  The  plea- 
sure which  we  shall  derive  from  using  them,  will  be 
much  increased  by  the  fact,  that  both  the  raw  mate- 
rial and  the  fabric  are  American.  Their  excellence 
attests  the  perfection  which  this  important  branch  of 
woollen  manufactures  has  attained  in  the  United 
Stales,  and  it  is  the  more  gratifying  because  of  the 
great  difficulties  with  which  they  have  constantly 
had  lo  contend. 

On  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  the  policy  of  afford- 
ing protection  to  domestic  manufactures  appears  to 
be  under  consideration  in  the  national  legislatures. 
The  British  minister  has  brought  forward  a  measure 
embracing  ihe  doctrines  of  free  trade,  not  however 
without  exceptions  of  several,  and  some  very  im- 
portant articles.  The  manufactures  of  Great  Brit- 
ain have  reached  a  very  high  degree  of  perfection, 
by  means  of  her  great  capital,  her  improving  skill 
and  machinery,  her  cheap  labor,  and  under  a  system 
of  protection  long,  perseveringiy,  and  rigorously  en- 
forced. She  moreover  possesses  an  immense  advan- 
tage for  the  sale  and  distribution  of  her  numerous 
LoAW  AND  Treasury  NOTE  Bill.— The  following  manufactures,  Jn^ber  vast  colonial  possessions,  from 
is   the  bill  Reported. 


Be  it  enacted  S,-c.  That  the  President  of  the  U. 
States  is  liereby  authorized  lo  cause  Treasury  notes 
to  be  issued  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  the  exigencies 
of  the  Government  may  require,  and  in  place  of  such 


which  those  of  foreign  powers  are  either  entirely 
excluded,  or  aduiitted  on  terms  very  unequally  wilh 
her  own. 

I  am  not  therefore  surprised  that  under  these  favor- 
able circumstances.  Great  Britain  should  herself  be 
desirous  to  adopt,  and  to  prevail  on  other  nations  lo 


of  the  same  as  may  be  redeemed   to   cause    others  to  |  adopt  the  principles  of  free  trade.     1  shall  be  mista 
be  issued,  but  not  exceeding  tlie  sura  of  $  10,000,000  j  ken  if  any  of  the  great  nations  of  Ihe  continent  shouh! 


of  this  emission  outstanding  at  any  one  time,  and  to  be 
issued  under  the  limitations  and  other  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  is- 
sue of  Treasury  notes,  "approved  the  12th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1 837,  except  that  tiie  authority  hereby  given  to 
issue  Treasury  notes  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  one 
year  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

.Jtui  be  Hfurtker  enacted,  That  the  President,  if  in 
his  opinion  it  shall  be  the  interest  of  the  U.  States  so 
to  do  instead  of  issuing  the  whole  amount  of  Treasury 
notes  authorized  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  may 
borrow  on  the  credit  of  tlie  U.  States  such  an  amount 
of  money  as  he  may  deem  proper,  and  issue  therefor 
Dimensions — Length  between  the  perpendiculars  1  stock  of  the  United  States  for  the  sum  thus  borrowed 
143  58ft,  raouldeil  beam  38 .50;  extreme  3950;  height  I  in  the  same  form  and  under  the  same  restrictions,  lim- 
of  lov.'cr  edge  of  rabbit  of  keel  at  O  to  top  of  gun  itations,  and  provisions  as  are  contained  in  the  act  of 
deck  beam  at  side  1 9,25;  estimated  draught  of  water  Congress,  approved  April  14,  18-12,  entitled  "An  act 
loaded  aft  17,  do  forward  15,65,  do  mean  16.  o3  for  the  extension  of  the  loan  of  1841,  and  for  an  addi- 
burthen  in  tons,  U.  S.  tonnage  1040;  displacement  tion  of  five  millions  of  dollars  thereto,  and  for  allow- 
(loaded)  in  tons  1040;  area  of  greatest  transverse  ing  interest  on  Treasury  notes  due:  ^'Provided  liowev- 
section  30  degrees,  361  33l't.  The  Albany  was  built  er,  that  the  sum  borrowed,  together  with  the  Treasu- 
under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Francis  Grice,  Na-  ry  notes  issued  by  virtue  of  tliis  act,  shall  not,  in  the 
Tal  constructor  at  this  yard.  |  whole  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  milliofw  of  dollars'   And 


follow  an  example,  Ihe  practical  effects  of  which 
will  be  so  beneficial  to  her  and  so  injurious  lo  them. 

The  propriety  of  affording  protection  to  domestic 
manufactures,  ils  degree,  and  its  duration,  depend 
upon  the  national  condition  and  tho  actual  progress 
which  they  have  made.  Each  nation,  of  right,  ought 
lo  judge  fur  itself.  I  believe  that  history  records  no 
instance  of  any  great  and  prosperous  nation,  which 
did  not  draw  ils  essential  supplies  of  food  and  rai- 
ment from  within  lis  own  limits.  If  all  nations 
were  just  cominencing  their  career,  or  if  their  man- 
ufactures had  all  made  equal  progress,  it  might  per- 
haps be  wise  to  Ihnw  open  the  markets  of  tlie  wot  Id 
to  the  freest  and  most  unreslricted  competition.  But 
it  is  manifest,  that  while  the  manufactures  of  some 
have  acquired  all  tne  maturity  and  perfection  of 
which  they  are  susceptible,  and  those  of  others  are 
yet  in  their  infancy,  struggling  hard  for  existence,  a 
free  competition  between  ihem  must  redound  lo  the 
advantage  of  the  experienced  and  skilful,  and  to  the 
injury  of  these  who  are  just  beginning  to  naturalize 
and  eslabliih  the  arts. 

No  earthly  gratification  to  the  heart  of  a  states- 
man can  be  greater  than  that  of  having  contributed 
to  tbe  adoptioD  of  a  great  system  of  natiooal  policy, 
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and  of  afterwards  witnessing  its  complete  succes 
in  its  practical  operation.  Tiiat  gratification  can  be 
enjoyed  by  those  who  were  inslrumental  in  estab- 
lishing the  policy  of  protecting  our  domestic  manu- 
factures.—Every  promise  which  they  made  has  been 

fulfilled. Every  prediction   which  they  hazarded  as 

to  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  domestic  supply, 
as  to  the  reduction  of  prices,  as  to  the  eflect  of  com- 
petition at  home,  and  as  to  the  abundance  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  has  been  fully  realized.  And  it  is  no 
less  remarkable  that  every  counter  prediction  with- 
out exception,  of  the  opponents  of  the  policy,  has,  in 
the  sequal,  been  entirely  falsified. 

Without  tracing  particularly  the  operation  of  our 
earlier  tariffs,  adjusted  to  both  the  objects  of  reve- 
nue and  protection,  and  coming  down  to  the  last,  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  there  ever  were  a  beneficial  ef- 
fect from  any  public  measure  fully  demonstialed,  it 
is,  that  the  tariff  of  1842,  beyond  all  controversy, 
relieved  both  the  government  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  from  a  state  of  pecuniary  enibarrass- 
ment  bordering  on  bankruptcy. 

Entertaining  these   views  and   opinions,   I  should 
deeply  regret  any  abandonment  of  the  policy  of  pro- 
tection, or  any  material   alteration  of  the   tariff  of 
1842,  which  has  worked  so  well.     If  its  operation 
bad   been    even  doubtful,  would   it  not   be  wiser  to 
await  further  developments  from  experience,  before 
we   plunge   into  a  new  and   unexplored   theory? — 
Scarcely  any  misfortune  is  so  great  to  the  business 
and  pursuits  of  a  people  as  that  of  perpetual  change. 
I  am  sensible  that  I  have  extended  this  letter  to  a 
moat  unreasonable  length.     I  hope  you  will  excuse 
and  attribute  it  to  the  beautiful  fruits  of  a  favorite 
and  cherished  policy  which  you  have  kindly  sent  to 
Tour  friend  and  obdH  serv't, 
(Signed)  H.  CL.\Y. 


Value  new  Of  manufac 
No.     material.       tured  art's 
1.984     S18.530  372     S-22,79 1,474 


j  Grist  mills 

I  Saw  mills  7,40fi        4,210,713 

I  Oil  mills  87         1,362,074 

I  Fullinfr  mills  740         1,125.539 

Carding  machine?  820        1,416.904 

i  Iron  works  500        4,451,i;74 

Trip  hammcru  1.56  2S4,360 

'  Dislilleries  221         3,162.586 

Aslieries  733  613,516 

I  Glass  factories  IS  115.200 

.  Rope  factiiriea  7't  659,413 

,  Chain  cable  factorios  7  2,500 

,  Oil  cloth  factories  24  167,992 

1  Dying  and  painting  do         18         1,497,033 
Clover  mills  115  107,803 

Paper  mills  82  369.966 

Tanneries  1,414        4,052,949 

Breweries  102  805,797 

Cotton  factories  118         1,132.702 

["Manufacturing  31,234  633  yards  cloth.] 
Woollen  faciories  345        2,877,804 

rManufaclurin?  4,916,998    yards    of 

1,592,899  yards  of  woollen  and  cotton  cloih  . 

Pounds  of  raw  silk  manufactured,  from  the  work,  1,439 

Total  factories,  71  incorporated— 1,6()S  unincorporated. 

Males.  Fenia's, 

Deaf  and  dumb,  under  12  157  109 

between  12  and  25  290 

of  all  ages  1,064 

Blind,  under  8  years  33 

between  8  and  25  148 

of  all  aaes,  877, 

Idiots,  under  21  373 

over  21  539 

whole  number,  1.620 

under  21 

over  21 


STATES   OF   THE    UNION. 


New  York. — State    Censua.     The  census  of  the 

•tate  of  New  York,  taken  the  present  year,  discloses 
the  following  facts: 

Total  popolutioo  2,604,495 

"     Males  1,311,362 

"    Females  1,293,153 

"     Males  subject  to  military  duty  228,292 

"     Voters  539,379 

"     Aliens  not  Daturalized  153,717 

"    Paupers  8,909 

"    Colored  persons  not  taxed  42,321 

"        do                             taxed  2,025 

"        do                           voters  1,001 

Married  females  under  45  330,216 

Uomarried  do  between  16  and  45  161,334 

do        do  under  16  490,709 

No.  of  marriages  year  preceding  27,783 

Males  born             do        do  46,817 

Females  bora          do        do  43,938 

Males  died              do.        do  18,723 

Females  died           do        do  17,562 

Persons  born  in  this  state  1,894  278 

Do  New  England  states         228,881 

Do                 Other  states  83,642 

Do                 Mexico  or  S.  America  977 

Do  G.  Britain  &  depend.      277,890 

Do                 France  10,619 

Do                  Germany  49,558 

Do  Other  European  countries  8,332 

Children  between  5  and  16  664,530 

Do     attending  common  schools  493,539 

Do          do        private        do  58,320 

Do          do        academies  13,679 

Do          do        colleges  11,3111 

Yds.  lulled  cloth  manufactured  in  families  1,664,366 

Yds.  woollen  cloth  not  fulled            do  2,650,116 

Yds.  linen  and  cotton  cloths              do  2,775,656 

Acres  of  lend  11,757,280 

,Scrts  cuUivaUd.  Bush,  raised. 

Barley                                192,503  3,108,704 

Peas                                      117,279  1,761.504 

Beans                                    16,231  162,183 

Buckwheat                         255,495  3,634,677 

Turnips                                   15,332  1.350,339 

Potatoes                             255,762  23,653,418 

Flax                                     46,089  lbs.  2,897,068 

Wheat                                958,233  13,291,772  1 

Corn                                   595,134  14,722,110 1 

Ryo                                      317,099  2,966,334 

Oa»»                                1,026,925  26,323,052 

Neat  cattle,  number  2,072  331  i 

Cows  milked  999i493  1 

Pounds  of  butter  made  79,501,'730  ' 

Do           Chceae  made  36,744^976 

Number  of  horses  505  1. '55 

P°            1^""?  6,443^855 

t>"       ,    Fleeces  4,007,012 

Pounds  of  wool  13,864,828 

Number  of  b«g«  1,564,344 


7,577154 

1,695,025 

1,660,881 

1,678,320 

8,402,586 

6,586,328 

4,222,154 

909,194 

378,700 

918,540 

5,000 

270,260 

2,085,986 

124,567 

702  505 

fi.586,006 

1,313,273 

2  877,500 

4,281,257 
voollen;   and 
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Lunatics, 
Indians, 


65 
946 
743 


1,085 
683 


Churches. 
782  Bapiiet, 
268  Episcopalian, 
666  Presbyterian, 
271  Congregational, 
1123  Methodist, 
104  Ron>an  Catholic, 
260  Dutch  Reformed, 
112  Universaliat, 

55  Unitarian, 

16  Jews, 
153  (Quakers, 

10  Colleges, 
163  .Acadamies, 

65  Female  seminarie; 


Cost  of  build-  Ofimprove-  Of  real 

ing.''.  nients.      estate. 

31,903,782  $158  354  !S378,923 

1,830.030    187,302    534,649 

2,421.790    250.865    519,922 

648,232      49,826    1 15.685 

1,905,042    167,802    419,706 

655,140      75,233    248,896 
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1,292,688    119,463  366,798 

288  608      17,126  49,044 

166,069      14,904  59,654 

89,450       9,000  18,095 

156,333      19214  84,317 

505.000    119,3.50  781.500 

743,104    110,040  137,814 

205,601      14,763  64  840 

22  Oiherinst.ot  learning,    420,800      22,466  191,720 

2  Normal  schools,                  2,000        2,000  10.009 

10708  Common  schools,        2,997,168    135,362  606,605 

Pupils  on  list  463,069;  averose  attendance  291,495 

1569  Private  schools,               312,134      43,206  191,739 

Pupils  attending  4,473 

Inns  and  taverns        5,813  I  Merchants  20,758 

Wholesale  stores        2,240     Manufacturers  13,088 

Retail            do.          12,253  |  Mechanics  125,001 

Groceries                     6,860  I  Attorneys  3,549 
Fanners  &-  agri-                    Physicians  and  sur- 

cnllurists               263,292  |      geons  4,610 
Clergymen  4,399;  amount  of  their  salaries  and  perqui- 
sites per  annum  $1,531,287. 

The  Constitutional  Coi)VCii<ioii,  of  the  state  assem- 
bled at  Albany  on  the  1st  of  .lime,  1846  The  num- 
ber elected  to  the  convention,  was  128.  Of  these 
125  attended.  The  locos  claim  to  have  elected  79 
of  the  138,  leaving  49  as  the  number  of  their  op- 
ponents. 

The  party  in  majority  were  divided  into  two  sec- 
tions, each  contending  for  the  rule  and  officers.  A 
preliminary  caucus  attended  by  bothspclions,  showed 
the  strength  of  eacli  in  choosing  a  candidate  to  be  sup- 
ported to  preside  in  the  convention.  The  ballot  in 
caucus  stood; 

For  J.  Tracy,  ("barnburner")  42 

For  Judge  Rugglea,  ("old  hunker")         37 

Scattering,  4 

On  proceeding  to  the  election  in  the  convention, 
Mr.  Tracy  received  69  votes.  Fifty  voles  were 
scattered  amongst  ten  other  members  and  there  were 
six  blanks. 

The  lion.  John  Tracy,  of  Chenango,  was  chosen 
president;  James  F.  Starburk,  and  Henry  W.  Strong, 
secretaries;  H.  Allen,  sergcanl-al-arms;  H.  R.  How- 
lelt,  W.  S.  Ross,  and  F.  Bradl,  door  keepers;  and 
A.  N.  Bradley,  librarian. 

The  convention  has  refern-d  the  various  subjects 
on  which  it  is  proposed  to  act,  to  eighteen  special 
committees  each  of  which  consists  ot  seven  mem- 
bers, except  that  upon  the  judiciary— on  which  there 
are  thirteen  members. 

As  the  convention  had  assembled  to  change  the 
constitution,  it  would  have  been  superfluous  to 
swear  the  members  to  support  it.  No  oath  was  ad- 
mitted.   

CuNNKCTiCLT. — The  legislature  adjourned  on  the 
18lh.  A  resolution  appropriated  JlUOOtowardseiect- 
ing  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Capt  Nathan  Hale, 
wbo  was  executed  as  a  spy  io  the  rerolutioDary  war. 


New  Organization.  Prior  to  the  war  of  1812 
each  company  in  the  army  was  composed  to  61  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates.  During  the  war 
the  number  required  to  constitute  a  company  was 
increased  to  one  hundred.  After  the  war  was  over  a 
warm  debate  occurred  in  Congress,  on  organizing 
the  army  for  the  peace  establishment.  Economists 
insisted  that  the  proportion  of  the  privates  to  that  of 
the  officers  which  was  found  to  be  best  for  actual  ser- 
vice in  war,  was  what  ought  to  be  maintained  in 
peace.  Mr  Calhoun,  Secretary  of  war  at  that  time, 
submitted  a  project  by  which  the  proportion  of  officers 
would  have  been  very  largely  increased.  The  rea- 
son assigned  was  that  the  army  should  be  made  a 
sort  of  school  for  educating  Officers  whose  services 
might  be  of  so  much  importance  on  a  recurrence  of 
war.  The  result  of  the  debate  alluded  to  was,  a  kind 
of  compromise  between  the  extremes  of  the  projects 
proposed  by  returning  to  the  same  relative  proportions 
that  had  existed  before  the  war,  sixty  four  privates 
to  a  company.  If  we  mistake  not,  this  proportion  was 
introduced  into  the  regulations  of  the  revolutionary 
army,  through  the  agency  of  the  Baron  Steuben,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  disciplinarians  in  this  country  at 
the  time,  and  who  received  his  education  in  the  ser- 
vice of,  confessedly  the  greatest  Captain  of  that  pe- 
riod, Frederick  the  Great,  of  Prussia.  "Steubens  exer- 
cise" was  the  only  hand  book  for  the  instruction  of 
either  officers  or  men  in  this  country  for  many 
years. 

The  number  of  men  to  constitute  a  "Company," 
that  is,  how  many  one  officer  can  most  effectually  see 
to  the  command  of,  is  dependent  upon  so  many  con- 
siderations, that  nothing  but  experience  and  the  clos- 
est attention  to  all  the  details  of  incidents  to  which  an 
officer  is  liable,  will  be  able  to  adjust  the  point. — 
And  it  is  one  of  more  importance  than  is  imagined 
by  one  man  in  a  thousand. 

The  idea  would  be  caught  by  most  men  no  doubt, 
that  as  the  school  of  tacticians  under  Frederick,  and 
a  stricter  school  never  was  oi^anized,  as  they  had  de- 
termined the  relative  number  of  men  to  officers  by 
the  neatest  adjustment  of  theory  to  practice,  the  point 
might  be  considered  as  settled. 

It  was  settled  for  the  kind  of  service,  the  nature  of 
the  country  they  were  to  serve  in,  and  for  the  then 
attainments  of  military  science,  only.  As  any  or  all 
of  these  change,  new  relative  numbers  of  men  to 
officers  are  found  more  efficient,  and  consequently 
most  economical. 

The  French  school  of  tactics  superceded  that  of 
Prussia.  Napoleon  was  more  than  a  rival  of  Frede- 
rick. One  hundred  privates,  under  his  discipline  could 
be  commanded  efficiently,  by  one  Captain.  That 
number  was  aiiapted  in  our  war  of  1812-4,  and  so 
soon  as  we  find  ourselves  again  involved  in  a  war. 
Congress    orders  the  army  to  be  again  so  organized. 

To  carry  out  this  provision,  four  companies  of  each 
regimen:  of  the  army  of  occupation  have  been  broken 
up,  the  privates  in  these  companies  having  been  trans- 
ferred to  those  in  organization.  The  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers  of  these  several  companies  with- 
out men,  numbering  in  all  over  60,  came  passengers 
in  the  Galveston  to  New  Orleans,  and  arc  ordered 
to  different  parts  of  the  country  on  the  recruiting 
service. 

About  forty  commissioned  officers  of  our  brave  lit- 
tle army,  who  have,  under  the  command  of  General 
Taylor,  individually  distinguished  tliemselves  in  tlie 
late  events  on  the  Rio  Grande,  were  at  N.  O.  on  the 
15th  ult. 

Officers  of  the  Third  Regiment — Ordered  to  New- 
port, Ky LieuU.  J.  M.  Smith,  Johns,  Gordon,  Shep- 
herd, Jordan,  Van  Bokelm,  Mc-Farren,  Jarvis  and 
Bee.  Toconplete  the  regiment  requires  between 
six  and  seven  hundred  men. 

Officers  of  Fourth  Infantry — Ordered  to  N.  York. 
— Captains  Morrison  and  Morris,  Lieitts.  Waller  and 
Hays.  To  complete  the  regiment  requires  between 
five  and  six  hundred  men. 

Officers  of  Fifth  Infantry. — Onlcrcd  to  Philadelphia. 
— Captain  Hooe,  who  lost  his  right  arm  in  the  battle 
of  the  9th,  on  leave  of  absence;  Captain  Marcy,  Lieuts. 
Ruggles  and  Crittenden.  Requires  six  hundred  and 
fifty  men  to  complete  the  regiment. 

Officers  of  Sevcntli  Infantry.  Oi-dered  to  Boston. 
— Majors  Sewel  and  Raius,  Captains   Hawkins  aud 
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Lee,  Lieuts.  Henry,  Hayman,  Scott  and  Wood.  Re- 
quire between  six  and  seven  hundred  men  to  com- 
plete the  regrimcnt. 

Officers  of  the  Eighth  Infantrj- Ordered  to  New 

York. — Captain  Montgomery,  Lieut.  Reeves,  Morris, 
Burbanic  and  C.  O.  Jordan.  Require  between  six 
and  seven  hundred  men  to  complete  the  regiment. 

Second  Dragoons — destination  not  given — Captain 
Hunter,  Lieutenant  Saunders,  also  Captain  Ker,  de- 
tained for  a  few  days  at  Point  Isabel. 

List  of  passengers  in  the  Galveston,  besides  the  of- 
ficers named  above:  Governor  P.  M.  Butler,  Indian  a- 
gent;  Lieut.  Hooe,  11.  S.  N.;  Com.  Moore,  Capt.  Drane, 
U.  S.  A. ;  Judge  Hemphill,  and  200  others. 


RECROITING  FOR  THE  .VRMT- 

We  have  never  believed  otherwise  than  that,  if 
the  war  with  Mexico  is  procrastinated  to  a  second 
campaign,  from  any  cause  whatever,  and  it  should 
become  necessary  to  push  an  army  towards  the  city 
of  Mexico,  that  army,  to  insure  success,  must  be 
composed  principally  of  regulars. 

For  the  defence  of  our  own  terra  firma,  our  cities, 
property,  firesides,  and  families,  armed  citizens,  vo- 
iunleers,  and  militia,  may  be  depended  upon,  to  a 
large  extent.  For  operations  beyond  the  bounda- 
ries of  civilization,  in  the  wilderness  and  wilds  of 
the  west,  in  sparse  settlements  such  as  Santa  Fe, 
and  the  like,  frontiersmen  and  dashing  volunteers 
are  exactly  the  kind  of  troops  required.  But  for 
entering  an  eiienij's  country  where  troops  that  are 
disciplined  as  well,  and  fight  as  obstinately  as  the 
Mexican  troops  >Iid  at  Palma  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  we  must  have  disciplined  troops,  and  troops 
whose  tour  of  service  will  not  expire  in  the  midst 
of  a  campaign. 

If  the  army  of  30,000  volunteers  now  ordered  to 
the  Rio  Grande,  can  be  concentrated  there  in  suffi- 
cient force,  in  a  sufficienHy  short  space  of  lime,  and 
be  sufficiently  disciplined,  and  have  on  the  spot  all 
the  requisite  ','fixings"  to  undertake  a  dashing  move- 
ment upon  .Mexico,  something  effective  mnybedoiie. 
The  government  no  doubt  believe,  and  having  the 
whole  subject  before  them,  they  ought  to  be  able  to 
judge  in  the  premises, — they  certainly  believe  that 
one  dashing  campaign  will  terminate  the  conflict, 
and  they  have  concluded  lo  rely  upon  volunteers 
furnishing  three-fourths  of  the  requisite  force  for 
that  service. 

Such  having  been  announced  by  government  as 
their  relijnce  and  Iheir  course,  no  true  .American 
would  atlempt  to  defeat  their  object.  Every  facility 
and  encouragement  should  be,  and  so  far  has  been 
given,  fairly  to  lest  the  efficiency  of  the  project. — 
The  number  and  description  of  forces  asked  for  by 
the  president,  the  officering  of  the  forces  by  men  of 
bis  own  preference,  the  money  asked  for,  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war,  the  laws  which  the  occasion  calls 
for,  all  are  promptly  voted  both  by  political  oppo- 
nents as  well  as  by  political  supporters  of  the  ad- 
ministration. The  volunteer  ranks  are  crowded  by 
men  ttithoul  the  least  regard  to  political  distinction. 
Filly  thousand  volunteers  are  asked  for  by  the  pre- 
sident on  the  26lh  of  May.  By  the  1st  of  July  eighty 
thousand,  it  is  stated,  have  offered  their  services. 
Many  ol  thein,  without  wailing  official  movements, 
have  actually  hurried  off  to  the  field  on  their  own 
resourc':5  and  responsibility,  ready  to  be  recognized 
when  the  "due  form  of  law"  ge'a  up. 

There  has  been  no  hesitation.  Whatever  the  go- 
Ternmenl  asked  for,  it  has  been  promptly  accorded. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  their  purpose  of  making  a 
short  war  of  it  may  be  successful.  Nothing  that 
would  obstruct  that  aim,  ought  to  be  thought  of. — 
We  fervently  desire  that  hostilities  may  terminate 
with  the  present  campaign,  and  that  honorably. 

But  il  is  gratifying  to  notice,  as  we  have  a  war  on 
band,  that  the  altention  of  the  government  has  been 
directed  to  the  necessity  of  earnest  efforts  for  ob- 
taining recruits  for  the  regular  army.  No  man  can 
pretend  lo  say  how  long  the  war  with  Mexico  may 
last.  I.ci  the  present  campaign  lermiuale  without 
obtaining  peace,  and  an  army  be  required  for  a  se- 
cond campaign  to  march  some  five  hundred  ora  thou- 
sand miles  into  the  interior  of  the  settled  portion  of 
Mexico,  and  regulars  will  be  required,  our  word 
for  It. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  1812,  there 
was  no  lack  of  volunteering  spirit;  and  during  the 
continuance  of  that  war,  the  patriotic  spirit  of  the 
country  was  repeatedly  and  effectually  demonstrated 
by  volunteering.  There  was  no  want  of  spirit,  and 
jet  volunteers  even  fur  defence,  were  not  to  be  reli- 
ed upon  lor  a  lengthened  struggle  then,  any  more 
than  General  Washington  couid  rely  upon  volun- 
teers and  militia  for  carrying  on  the  war  of  the  re- 
volution. They  are  adapted  to  emergencies,  and  can 
bn   relied   upon   for  many   contingencies,  but  for  an 


invasion  into  any  populous  foreign  country,  the  offi- 
cer or  the  government  that  depends  on  either  mili- 
tia or  volunteers  as  a  main  reliance,  will  run  a  great 
risk.  No  man  can  have  read  the  correspondence  of 
General  Washington  with  congress  and  with  the  se- 
veral state  authorities  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
without  being  thoroughly  convinced,  that  a  regular 
ARMY,  enlisted  for  a  long  period  of  service,  is  not 
only  Ihc  best,  and  by  far  the  cheapest,  but  llm  only 
safe  reliance  for  prosecuting  a  war  of  any  consider- 
able duration. 

And  such  was  the  ample  result  of  experience  in 
the  war  of  1812-'14.     The  fact  was,  that  the  great- 
est use  of  which  many,  if  not  most  of  the  volunteer- 
ing and  militia  tours  performed  during  that  war,  was 
j  to  the  government,  was   the   facilities  they  afforded 
to  obtain  from  the  ranks  thus  assembled,  recruits  for 
'  the  regular  service, so  difficult  to  be  obtained  in  this 
I  country,  even   when   the  bounties  are   made  ever  so 
inviting.     Those  who  are  old  enough  may  well  re- 
,  collect   the   numerous   expedients   to  which  the  go- 
'  vernment  had  lo  resort  during  the  last  war  to  obtain 
I  recruits,  notwithstanding  the  danger  that  then  Ihrea- 
I  lened  in  so  many  directions.    The  whole  of  the  lake 
1  frontier  exposed,  a  formidable   army   of  the  enemy 
j  occupying   the   head  of  Lake  Champlain  and  pene'- 
I  traling  the  interior  of  the  country, — the  Chesapeake 
I  Bay  occupied  by  the  enemy,  the  capitol  in  Iheir  pos- 
.session,    and     Baltimore    assailed, — New    Orleans 
threatened   and   soon   afterwards   attacked,  and  yet 
tliree  hundred  dollars  besides  a  quarter  section  of  land 
oHijred  as  bounty,  was  not  sufficient  to  induce  enlist, 
meiit.     It   was   at  this   eventful    moment  that   Mr. 
Monroe,  with  a  self  devotion  which  deservedly  won 
for   him    the    highest   honors   that    his  countrymen 
could  afterwards    confer   upon    him,  left  the  higher 
station   of  secretary    of  state  to   undertake    the  re- 
sponsible duties  of  secretary  of  war,  and  like  a  true 
patriot,  slaked  his  popularity   upon  the  high-handed 
measures  which   he  dared  lo  propose   for  raising  an 
army  by  what  the  opponents  of  that  war  denounced 
as   "conscription."     It  was   the    last  resort,  but  one 
that,   if  the    war   had    not    fortunately   terminated, 
must  have  been  resorted  lo. 

These  circumstances  are  referred  to  here,  and  at 
this  time,  for  Ihe  purpose,  mainly,  of  recommending 
earnestly,  that  no  lime  be  lost,  either  by  the  execu- 
tive or  by  congress,  in  taking  effective  measures  to 
recruit  the  regular  army. 

To  effect  this,  nothing  is  more  important  than  to 
offer  a  handsome  bounty  at  once.  The  existing  laws 
in  lilts  respect  are  predicated  for  a  peace  establish- 
ment. The  inducement  should  be  liberally  extend- 
ed in  case  of  a  war  existing.  The  consideration  is 
of  secondary  moment  lo  the  government.  Let  the 
tiounty  be  trebled  at  least,  and  recruits  will  then  be 
obtained.  It  will  be  a  saving  to  the  country  in  the  1 
end,  of  many  a  million,  if  the  war  is  lengthened  i 
even  lo  a  second  campaign  only. 

A  Lieui.  in  the  U  S.  Army,  with  a  detacluncnl  of  ten 
men,  left  here  on  Saturday  List,  with  about  seventy  hors- 
es, and  a  1,'irge  baggage  wngon,  from  Fort  Adorns  for 
Fort  Hamilton,  N.  York;  iliey  are  going  the  whole  dis- 
lance  by  land— Afem  Port  News,  Monday. 

Company  B.  3  1  U.  S.  .\riillery,  86  rank  and  file  em- 
barked at  Charleelon  S.  C,  on  the  l*2ih  ult.  for  Point  Isa- 
bel. Capt.  J.  R.  Vinton.  Ist  Lieui.  S.  Van  Vliet;  2d.  J. 
Siewart.  F.  L.  Tliomas,  brevet. 

Companies  C.  and  H.  2nd  U.  S.  Artillery,  embarked 
from  N.  York  on  board  the  ship  Henry  Prat,  lor  the 
Rio  Grande. 

P.iixHAN  GoNS.  "The  Columbiad",  the  original 
gun  invented  by  Col.  Bumford,  of  the  U.  S.  army  in 
the  war  of  1812-4,  is  now  laying  at  the  ordinance  de- 
pot in  N.  York  harbor.  Its  construction,  dimensions 
and  advantages  were  taken  by  a  young  P'rencn  officer 
then  in  this  country,  and  through  his  means  fell  into 
the  hands  of  General  Paixhan,  who  immediately  in- 
troduced them  into  the  French  service.  They  were 
by  this  means  first  made  known  to  the  rest  of  Europe, 
and  received  the  name  of  the  person  who  introduced 
them  into  the  European  service  rather  than  the  name 
ofthe  original  inventor.  All  these  facts  are  so  fully 
susceptible  of  proof  that  the  Europeans  now  acknowl- 
edge themselves  indebted  to  us  for  the  invention;  even 
General  Paixhan  gives  up  all  claim  to  originality  in 
his  gun,  and  limits  himself  to  certain  improvements 
which  he  introduced. 

Swords.  There  is  a  question  as  to  whether  the 
tool  at  present  adopted  under  army  regulations  for 
the  officei-9,  baa  not  been  so  prescribed  more  with  a 
view  to  exhibition  on  parade  than  for  actual  service.- 
k  Rio  Grande  correspondent  of  the  N.  York  Spirit 
of  the  Times,  in  one  of  his  letters,  says: — "The  in- 
fantry sword  for  olHcers  must  be  changed.  We  want 
a  light,  but  serviceable  sabre,  with  a  sling  belt.  We 
might  as  well  have  a  toasting  fork   as   our   present 


sword.  It  trips  you  up  when  marching,  and  it  would 
not  kill  a  flea  witliout  three  blows.  Where  would 
poor  Jordon  have  been  if  the  gallant  Lincoln  had  not 
provided  himself  with  a  sabre  and  ground  if  With 
a  blow  for  each  he  out  off  the  heads  of  two  of  the  ene- 
my and  saved  his  brother  officer's  life.  With  our  'regu- 
lation sword"  he  would  not  have  scratched  the  skin." 

Pay  OFTHE  Armv:— The    following    showsihecom- 

pen.sntioii  allowed  to  officers  and   men,   from  a  Colonel 

Per  month.  No.  of  Rations  Forage  No.  of 


per  day. 


»7.5 


lor  No.  ier- 

horses.  vanta. 

4  2 


Ciilonel. 

Lieut.  Colonel 

Major,  50  4  3 

Adjutant,  (pay  of  a  Lieut. 

and  $10  in  addiiion),  2 

Captain,  40  4 

First  Liciilenaiii,  30  4 

Second  Lieutenant,     25  4 

Serjeant  Mnjor,  17  1 

Q,  M.  .Sergeant.  17  1 

Prin.  .Musieinns,  17  1 

First  Sergeant,  16  1 

Sergeants,  13  I 

Corporals,  9  1 

Musicians,  8  I 

Privates,  (I  1 

Volunteers  will  require  the  following  dress: 


I    Dress  Cup, 

1  Forage  Cap,   (glazed 

1  Unifbrin  Coat, 

I    Woolen  Jacket, 

3  Pr,  Woolen  Overalls, 

I  Cotton  Jacket, 

I  Pr.  Cotton  Overalls, 


silk) 


2  Flannel  Shirts, 
I    2  pair  drawers, 
I    4  Pairs  Bootees, 

14  Pairs  Socks. 
I  Leather  or  Silk  stock, 
I  Fatigue  Frock,  (Lin.) 
I    I  Blanket, 


THE    WAR    WITH    MEXICO. 


VOLUNTEERS. 

.'7n  act  to  provide  for  the  org-oniinlion  of  the  volunteer 
forces,  brought  into  Iht  service  of  the  United  States, 
into  brigades  ond  divisions,  and  for  the  appointment 
cf  the  necessary  number  of  general  officers  to  com- 
mand the  same:  Passed  Juue26lh,  1840; 
Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  Ihe  president  ofthe  United 
Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  organize 
into  brigades  and  divisions,  such  of  the  volunteer 
forces  as  have  been  or  may  be  called  into  service  of 
the  United  States  under  the  act  approved  May  thir- 
lecn,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty  six,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  prosecution  of  the  existing  war 
between  the  United  Slates  and  the  republic  of  Mex- 
ico;" and  that  he  be,  and  hereby  is  authorised  to  ap- 
point by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  se- 
nate such  number  of  major  generals  and  brigadier 
generals  as  the  organization  of  such  volunteer  forces 
into  brigades  and  divisions  may  render  necessary; 
Provided,  that  the  brigadier  generals  and  maj.  gene- 
rals so  appointed  shall  be  discharged  from  service 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  when  the  war 
with  Mexico slull  be  terminated  by  a  definitive  trea- 
ty of  peace,  duly  concluded  and  ratified;  or,  in  ease 
the  brigades  or  divisions  of  volunteers  at  any  time 
in  the  service  shall  be  reduced  in  number,  ibe  bri- 
gadier generals  and  major  generals  herein  provided 
for  shall  be  discharged  in  proportion  to  the  reduction 
in  the  number  of  brigades  and  divisions:  And  provid- 
ed further,  That  each  brigades  of  volunteer  shall  con- 
sist of  not  less  than  three  regiments,  and  each  divi- 
sion shall  consist  of  not  less  than  two  brigades. 

New  Hampshire.  The  N.  H.  Patriot  says  thai 
the  people  of  that  "stale  are  responding  to  the  call 
for  volunteers  with  gratifying  alacrity."  Among 
those  who  have  enlisted  is  Hon.  Franklin  Pierce,  late 
U.  S.  senator. 

Connecticut.  The  Norwich  Journal  stales  that  a 
company  of  army  volunteers  is  forming  in  Oxford, 
and  another  at  Hamilton.  Gen.  Dimick  is  also  en- 
gaged ill  a  similar  effort  in  Norwich,  and  the  Tele- 
graph stales  that  the  requisite  number  have  tendered 
their  services. 

Massachusetts.  The  governor  and  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  militia  of  Slassachuselts,  having  re- 
ceived from  the  secretary  of  war  a  requisition  for  a 
regiment  of  infantry,  to  consist  of  ten  companies 
and  778  men,  officers  included,  has  made  a  call  upon 
the  people  of  the  state,  for  the  enrolment  of  volun- 
teers. The  volunteers  proposed  lo  be  enrolled  will 
constitute  the  first  regiment  of  Massachusetts  infan- 
try, and  will  be  a  distinct  corps  from  the  present 
volunteer  militia  of  the  slate,  although  the  compa- 
nies belonging  to  the  existing  regiments,  should  they 
tender  their  services,  will  be  incorporated  into  Ihe 
new  regiment. 

Gov.  Brigg,  in  his  general  orders,  says — "What- 
ever may  be  the  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  ori- 
gin or  necessity  of  a  war,  the  constitutional  authori- 
ties of  the  country  have  declared,  that  war  with  a 
foreign  country  actually  exisl^ 
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"It  is  alike  the  dictate  of  patriotism  and  humani- 
ty, that  every  means,  honorable  to  'ourselvea  and 
just  to  our  enemy,  should  be  employed  to  brin?  "said 
war  to  a  speedy  and  successful  termination,'  and 
thus  to  abbreviate  its  calamities,  and  save  the  sacri- 
fice of  human  life,  and  Iho  wasting  of  the  public 
treasures. 

"A  prompt  and  energetic  co-operation  of  (he 
whole  people  in  the  use  of  those  means,  is  eminent- 
ly calculated   to   produce  ihat  most  desirable  result. 

"To  that  end,  I  call  upon  the  citizen-soldiers  of 
Massachusetts  at  once  to  enroll  themselves  in  suHi- 
cienl  numbers  to  meet  this  request  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States;  and  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  re- 
public, when  the  exigencies  of  the  country  shall  re- 
quire it." 

New  York.  At  a  meeling  of  the  Albany  Bur- 
gesses corps,  held  on  the  9lh  ult.,  it  was  unanimous- 
ly— Reiohed,  That  Capt.Townsend  be  authorized  and 
instructed  to  lender  the  services  of  this  corps,  through 
the  commander-in-chief  of  this  state,  to  the  president 
of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
with  a  foreign  power. 

Capt.  Frisbee,  of  the  Albany  Van  Rensselaer 
Guards,  has  tendered  his  services  and  that  of  his 
company,  to  Col.  Stevenson,  for  the  Mexican  war, 
and  the  offer  has  been  accepted.  The  company  will 
be  immediately  enrolled  and  ordered  into  service. — 
About  twenty  more  are  required  to  perfect  the  com- 
pliment.—^SWani;  •Irgtia. 

Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Solomon  Snyder  and  Mr.  W. 
B.  Rodney,  members  of  a  volunteer  corps  m  Harris- 
burg,  were  very  seriously  injured  on  the  4th  inst.,  by 
the  premature  discharge  of  a  cannon.  The  former 
lost  one  of  his  arms;  the  latter  both  of  his  eyes;  he 
is  not  expected  to  survive. 

North  Carolina.  Nineteen  companies  of  volun- 
teers have  reported  themselves  to  the  adjutant  gen- 
eral of  North  Carolina.  They  are  from  different 
parts  of  the  state,  and  are  said  to  be  ready  to  inarch 
to  Mexico  at  a  moment's  notice.  The  Newberian 
says — "This  is  many  more  than  the  president  has 
called  for.  The  number,  however,  could  be  quadru- 
pled in  a  month." 

The  Alabama  Voldnteers,  all  except  one  com- 
pany, lelt  Mobile,  on  the  a9th  ult.,  for  the  Rio 
Grande. 

Mississippi.  A  letter  from  Port  Gibson  says: — 
"We  are  all  in  arms  here.  Many  Marylanders  are 
among  us,  all  of  whom  are  ready  for  Texas."  Among 
the  names  mentioned,  are  J.  M.  Duffield,  Major 
general  of  the  Mississippi  militia,  a  native  of  Som- 
erset county,  Md.,  and  Wm.  H.  Jacobs  and  Edward 
P.  G.  Harold,  natives  of  Queen  Anne's  county. — 
Hurrah  for  the  old  "Maryland  Line." 

JMii^sLssippi  reg'nmnt  af  volunteers,  numbering  930 
rank  and  file,  was  mustered  into  service  on  the  17th 
ult.,  at  Vicksburg.  Jeff.  Dans,  E^q.,  member  of 
congress,  was  elected  to  the  command. 

Ohio.  Gen.  Wool  reviewed  the  volunteers  of 
Ohio  at  Camp  Washington  on  the  21st  of  June. — 
They  were  nest  day  to  be  inspected  and  mustered 
by  a  United  Slates  officer,  Capt.  Shriver,  and  were 
then  tj  proceed  without  delay  to  the  south. 

^  latl  company.  A  new  company  for  the  Mexican 
war  is  forming  here.  Twenty-one  volunteers  have 
enrolled  themselves;  their  aggregate  height  is  196 
feet,  being  an  average  of  6  "feet  all  round. — Dayton 
(0.)  Journal. 

Illinois.  Serious  compluints.  We  learn  from  Al- 
ton, that  the  Clinton  county  volunteers  are  not  the 
only  company  which  received  harsh  usage  at  the 
hands  of  Gov.  Ford.  The  Clark  county  volunteers, 
it  is  represented  to  us,  enrolled  themselves  at  an 
early  day — their  officers  were  elected — they  report 
ed  the  company  as  ready  for  duty,  to  the  proper  offi- 
cer at  Springfield,  and  they  were  accepted  and  regis- 
tered as  one  of  the  tliirty  companies  to  compose  the 
three  regiments.  Gov.  Ford  named  them  in  the  list 
of  companies  published  in  this  paper,  as  having  been 
received.  Hut  it  seems  that  suspicions  of  favoritism 
and  unfairness  were  aroused.  The  company  de- 
termined to  present  themselves  at  the  rendezvous  for 
inspection,  and  to  bo  mustered  into  the  service;  and 
accordingly  made  a  forced  march,  travelling  all 
night,  and  arriving  at  Alton  yesterday  morning.— 
There  they  found  that  they  had  been  overslaujrUed, 
and  other  companies  received,  although  this  is  the 
only  one  from  the  Wabash  line.  They  complain, 
also,  of  the  neglect  of  the  propur  officers  in  furnish- 
ing Ihem  with  piovisiims,  but  this  they  du  not  seem 
to  uare  so  much  about,  as  the  rank  injustice  which 
has  been  done  to  theio  by  the  governor.  They  still 
insist  upon  the  right  of  admission  into  one  of  the 
/■egimenin,  and,  if  possible,   they  ought  to  be  grati 


fied.     They  have  already  incurred  a  heavy  expense, 
in   preparing  for  the  expedition,  and  in  marching  to 
Alton,  and  it  would  be  a  shame  to  disappoint  them. 
[St.  Louis  Rep.,  27lhjune. 

Payment  for  clclkini;.  The  St.  Louis  Reporter 
states  that  paymaster  Stuart  has  been  authorized  to 
pay  the  Illinois  volunteers  their  commutation  money 
for  clothing,  which  is  $42  for  each  man,  and  that  the 
whole  sum  required  for  this  purpose  will  be  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars." — (for  the 
Illinois  quota,  we  presume.) 

[There  certainly  must  be  some  mistake  as  to  this 
matter.  It  is  not  likely  that  government  would  pay 
the  whole  sum  to  the  volunteers  for  clothing  requir- 
ed for  a  twelve  months'  tour,  in  advance.  If  they 
do,  many  a  poor  fellow  will  be  bare  foot,  and  bare 
backed  too,  before  the  city  of  Mexico  blesses  his  eye 
sight.  The  harpies  that  always  hang  round  a  camp 
watching  to  grab  the  soldiers'  pay,  would  get  most  of 
the  cash, — and  before  a  month's  wear  was  had  of  the 
clothing;  and  then  what  quarter-master  would  supply 
the  wants  of  the  improvident  for  the  ensuing  eleven 
months? — Ed.  Nat.  Reg  ] 

The  lUinvis  volunteers,  it  is  supposed,  are  destined 
to  form  a  portion  of  Gen.  Wool's  force. 

Kentuckv.  The  2d  regiment  of  Kentucky  infan- 
try left  Louisville  on  the  30ih  ult.  in  two  steamers 
for  New  Orleans.  The  Kentucky  cavalry  regiment 
was  to  leave  on  the  2nd  inst.,  for  Memphis,  by  water, 
if  transportation  could  be  had,  and  thence  through 
Arkansas  by  land. 

MissoDRi. —  Vohmteering.  It  is  rumored  that  some 
of  the  volunteers  who  went  to  Fort  Leavenworth 
did  not  find  volunteering  what  it  was  cracked  up  lo 
be.  When  their  rations  were  issued  lo  them  in  the 
morning,  some  of  them  ale  or  wasted  at  breakfast 
the  rations  for  the  whole  day,  and  were  much  sur- 
prised that  they  had  to  go  hungry  at  dinner  and  sup- 
per. But  a  little  hungry  experience  taught  them 
more  economy.  Some  of  them  were  terribly  sur- 
prised that  their  food  was  not  cooked  for  them,  and 
swore  they  would  starve  before  Ihey  would  cook; 
but  a  few  weeks' service  will  teach  them  tlie  fashion- 
able accomplishment  of  cooking.  One  young  man, 
who  had  been  cleik  in  a  mercantile  house  in  this 
city,  was  found  driving  a  cart  from  the  river  to  Ihe 
fort,  and  was  not  altogether  pleased  that  he  had  been 
put  at  such  work;  but  he  will  probably  be  benefitted 
by  learning  Ihe  useful  business  of  ox-driving.  A 
portion  of  the  volunteers  were  dissatisfied,  but  would 
soon  become  enured  to  actual  service. 

[St.  Louis  New  Era. 

Tennessee — Volunteers'  fixings.  The  way  Ihey 
do  things  in  Tennessee  may  be  gathered  fiom  the 
following  paragraph  from  the  last  Memphis  Enqui- 

Unlimited.  Inspector-general  Coe  called  on  the 
Farmers'  and  Merchants'  bank  the  other  day  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  needful  amount 
of  fund.s  could  be  obiained  by  the  state  in  fitting  out 
the  volunteers.  The  reply  was,  that  any  amount 
which  might  be  needed  should  be  forthcoming. 

Arkansas.  We  learn  from  the  Arkansas  Demo 
crat,  that  the  Hon.  A.  Yell,  member  of  Conirress 
from  that  state,  has  arrived  at  Little  Rock,  and  en- 
rolled himself  as  a  private  in  Capt.  Roland's  compa- 
ny of  mounted  men.  The  editor  of  the  Demucrat, 
however,  seems  to  attribute  the  movement,  if  not  lo 
desire  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Y.  lo  supercede  Chester 
Ashley  as  United  Slates  senator  next  winter,  at  least 
lo  an  expectation  that  when  the  volunteers  of  the 
state  concentrate  and  proceed  lo  the  choice  of  offi- 
cers, he  will  be  redeemed  from  the  ranks. 

Texm— Volunteers.  The  Galveston  JVfios  of  the 
9lh  ult.  says— "A  full  company,  under  Capt.  Arnold, 
have  arrived  by  the  steamer  Samuel  M.  Williams] 
on  the  5th  inst.  They  are  from  Nacogdoches,  and 
carry  a  standard  with  the  words  "Old  Nacogdoches" 
on  It.  They  arc  fine  looking  men,  and  ha\e  had  a 
most  fatiguing  march  on  fool,  of  several  hundred 
miles.  They  have  been  mustered  into  service  and 
received  their  arms,  which  could  hardly  fall  into 
better  hands  to  do  good  service. 

"A  company  from  Jaspar  and  Jefferson  counties 
arrived  from  Sabine,  by  waler,  last  Saturday,  the 
6th,  commanded  by  Capt.  Cheshire,  who  was  in  the 
battle  of  San  Jacinto.  These  have  also  been  re- 
ceived, and  lelt  for  Point  Isabel  on  the  schooner 
Vesta,  Capt.  Frisk,  this  inornirig. 

"A  company  of  mounted  men,  under  Capt.  L. 
Balloo,  left  Brazoria  fur  Ihe  seat  of  war,  on  the  27th 
ult.  About  20  persons  had  lelt  Ihe  county  previous- 
ly with  the  samedeslinalion." 

Cassiiis  M.  Clay  of  the  True  .American,  the  anti- 
slavery  journal,  has  loft  the  editorial  chair  to  be  oc- 
cupied by  some  assistant,  whilst  he  takes  command 
of  a  company  of  mounted  volunteers,  and  is  off  for 
the  Mexican  frontier.  On  leaving,  he  publishes  an 
address  to  his  readers,  commencing  thus— 


"We  have  volunteered  for  the  war,  and  will  say  a 
ord,  in  parting,  to  our  friends.  We  have  denounc- 
ed, unsparingly,  the  annexation  of  Texas,  as  a  bold- 
ly flagitious  scheme,  nnd  a  war  with  Mexico  as  kind- 
red with  that  disgraceful  and  degrading  act — de- 
grading alike  to  the  government  that  consummated, 
and  the  people  that  submitted  lo  it.  The  one  is  per- 
fected; Texas,  unfortunately,  is  a  part  of  our  Union. 
The  other  is  just  begun.  That  the  war  with  Mexi- 
co might  easily  have  been  avoided — that  the  com- 
monest regard  for  justice,  and  a  moderate  share  of 
prudence  on  the  part  of  the  government,  could  have 
prevented  it — is  palpable  as  Ihe  day.  But  though 
this  be  so,  we  cannot  change  the  fact.  War  exists  — 
It  has  been  declared  by  a  government  chosen  by  the 
people  themselves.         »         »  »         «         «         a 

Our  opinion  is,  that  war.  so  unjustly  and  wickedly 
begun,  should  be  pressed  with  vigor.  It  is  the  only 
alternative  left.  Clouds  and  darkness,  in  conse- 
quence, rest  upon  our  path  in  the  future;  but  it  has 
to  be  trod.  We  act  upon  this  necessity,  and  do  not 
hesitate  lo  support  the  governmenl;  lo  peril  all  to  sus- 
tain it;  for  we  war  not  against  the  South,  nor  ths 
people  of  the  South,  but  against  slavery;  and  wbea 
there  is  a  common  foe  in  the  field,  and  the  summons 
comes  to  the  citizen  soldier,  we  know  and  can  know 
but  one  country  and  one  duty,  and  would  not  urge 
another  to  go  where  we  are  not  willing  ourselves  to 
lead." 


VOLrNTEER    OFFICERS. 
MAJOR    GEN.    WM.  0.  BUTLER.    OF    KENTUCKY. 

The  appointment  of  this  officer  to  the  command 
which  has  been  assigned  him  in  the  volunteer  army, 
will  naturally  induce  inquiry  as  to  his  history.  It 
will  do  doubt  be  recollected  by  all  our  readers  that 
gen.  Butler  was  the  "democratic"  candidate  for  go- 
vernor of  Kentucky  at  the  last  election  in  that  state 
— and  that  he  was  invited  to  and  did  come  on  witti 
president  Polk  when  he  came  to  Washington  to 
qualify  as  president,  and  that  it  was  generally  un- 
derstood that  he  was  lo  fill  one  of  the  departments  as 
a  member  of  the  cabinet — new  arrangements  were 
made,  however,  and  gen.  Butler  returned  to  Ken- 
tucky. 

The  earlier  history  of  this  gentleman  perhaps  may 
not  be  so  generally  known.  An  article  in  Ihe  "  Union" 
informs  us  that  he  was  the  son  of  general  Percival 
Butler,  one  of  five  brothers  who  were  valuable  of- 
ficers in  the  army  of  the  revolution,  and  once  on  a 
public  occasion  distinguished  by  general  Washing- 
ton in  a  toast  as,  "The  five  Butlers — a  distinguished 
band  of  worthy  brothers."  One  of  these  brothers 
was  killed,  and  another  had  his  thigh  broken  in  St. 
Clair's  defeat.  While  a  youth  in  the  war  of  1812,  W. 
O.  Butler  entered  the  army  under  gen.  Winchester 
as  a  corporal,  from  which  he  was  soon  promoted  lo 
the  place  of  ensign,  and  bore  with  fortitude  and  un- 
shrinking patience  the  hardships,  privations  and  dis- 
asters which  distinguished  that  campaign,  the  darkest 
epoch  in  our  military  annals. 

"He  was  in  the  two  sanguinary  battles  of  the  18lh 
and  22d  of  January,  1813,  on  ihe  River  Raisin,  on 
which  occasion  he  signalized  himself  by  many  feats 
of  heroism,  of  which  the  Ibllowingare  brilliant  ex- 
amples. In  the  action  of  the  18th,  after  the  British 
and  Indians  were  driven  from  Frenchloivn,  they 
halted  in  a  thick  wood  and  awaited  the  advance  of 
the  American  Ibrces.  A  close  fence  that  crossed  the 
open  ground,  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the 
road,  eflered  to  the  party  that  should  occupy  it,  an 
almost  fatal  advantage  oier  their  adversary.  The 
.American  line  had  advanced  within  about  Ihe  same 
distance  as  the  enemy,  when  a  large  detachmenlTif 
Indians  were  about  being  despatched  Irom  the  edge 
of  the  wood  lo  secure  the  fence.  Young  Butler  dis- 
covering this  movement,  and  knowing  the  advan- 
tage ol  preoccupying  this  position,  instantly  took  ten 
or  filleen  men  and  started  for  the  fence  simultane- 
ously wilh  the  Indians,  ll  was  a  desperate  struggle, 
each  parly  running  at  full  speed,  and  directly  to- 
wards Ihe  other.  Butler  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
point  first,  and,  gallantly  repulsing  the  Indians,  se- 
cured an  invaluable  posilion  for  the  American  co- 
lumn. 

"During  the  bloody  action  which  followed  on  the 
22d,  it  was  discovered  that  the  British  and  Indians 
were  about  occupying  a  large  double  barn,  about 
one  hundred  and  filty  yards  in" advance  of  the  Ame- 
rican lines,  from  which  they  could  securely  pour  the 
most  destructive  fire  upon  our  already  decimated 
ranks,  ll  was  an  object  of  vital  necessity  thai  this 
building  should  be  destroyed  without  a  moment's  de- 
lay and  at  all  hazards;  and  major  Madison,  who  com- 
inandcd,  hopelessly  challenged  the  courage  of  some 
of  his  men  lo  undertake  the  perilous  tusk.  The  des- 
perate nature  of  the  enterprise  may  be  estimated 
Irom  the  lact,  that  the  British  lines  commanded  the 
whole  passage  from  the  .\mencau  posilion  lo  the 
barn,  and  a   large  body   of  Indians  were  posted  in  t 
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peach  orchard  behind  the  fence  along  which  it  was  1  and  his  sword  to  the  country.  On  the  4th  of  May  he 
necessary  to  pass  nearly  all  the  way.  INotwithstaiid-  was  on  his  way  to  the  scene  of  daoRer — was  tlio  first 
ing  all  these  dangers,  from  which  escape  co'ild  be  j  volunteer  that  reported  to  gen.  Gaines  "presepi  and 
but  a  miracle,  Ihe  brave  Buller  proinplly  undertook  ,  ready  for  action,"  and  the  first  that  reachel  Point 
the  adventure.     Seizing  a  brand  of  fire,  he    leaped  i  Isabel.     It  must  be  recollected  too,  that  liis  dangers. 


overtlie  pickel.s,  ran  forward  through  a  perfect  tem- 
pest of  tliu  enemy's  musketry,  reaching  the  barn  just 
as  Ihe  British  and  Indians  were  entering  it  on  the  op- 
posiln  side,  thrust  the  firebrand  into  the  straw,  saw 
it  liuidle  inlo  a  blaze,  and  then  retrcaied  i  i  the  same 
lilt  stjli^  miraculously  regaining  the  camp  willi- 
uui  injury,  altiiough  his  clothes  wera  literally  riddl- 
ed with  bullets 


so  far  as  his  knowledge  oxtendid,  weie  not  the  or- 
dinary dangers  of  ordinary  warfare.  He  had  every 
reason  lo  believe  that  Point  Isabel  would  he  attacked 
by  forces,  cruel  and  merciless,  numberinj;  perhaps 
ten  to  one,  and  that  thp  struggle  would  be  bloody  and 
dcsperalc.  In  this  enterprise  an  example  of  bold-icss 
and  daring  courage  was  presented  which  has  had  a 
powerful  inOuenco  in  kindling  the  patriotic  fire  sti" 


This  event  of  the  battle  of  the  River  Raisin,  of  ^  burning  in  the  bosoms  of  Ihe  brave  soldiers  now  in 


ted;  he  recapitulated  the  circumstances  of  the  pre- 
ceding month,  when  he  himself  had  proposed  an  ar- 
mistice,  whicn  General  Anipudia  had  dorlincd.  Ha 
staled  that  he  was  receiving  largo  reinforcements, 
Ihat  he  would  not  then  suspend  hostilities  which  he 
had  not  invittd  nor  provoked;  he  also  said  that  the 
possession  ol  Maiamoros,  was  a  "sine  qua  non,"  and 
Ihat  the  American  troops  would  occupy  the  city,  at 
the  same  time  giving  lo  Gen.  Arisla  and  his  forces, 
leave  to  withdraw  from  the  lown,  leaving  behind  the 
public  property  of  every  description.  Gen.  Taylor 
remarked  that  "Generals  Ampudia  and  Arista,  had 
promised  that  the  war  should  be  conducted  agreea- 
bly  to  the  usage  of  civilized  nations,   and  yet  the 


the2^d  January,  1813,  is   well  known.     Col.  Buller    the  service  of   their   country.     In  deeds  like  these,  j  Mexican  forces  had  in  the  battles  of  the  8th  and  9tb, 

was  among   the   prisoners  taken  by  the  enemy,  an. i     there  is   a  mcral  grandeur — a  sublimity  which  acts    ~'   ^  ""'   '"'  '       ' 

reserved  liom  the  massacre  lo  sutler  a  living  death  like  electricity  upon  the  masses — stimulating  the  pa- 
of  cruel  hardships  and  barbarities,  which  he  under- 1  liiolic  anu  the  ambitious  to  dispute  with  each  other 
iveiit  during  a  long  march  through  Upper  Canada,  I  the  positions  of  greatest  personal  peril  and  adding 
in  the  dead  of  winter  deotilulc  of  every  comfort  of  j  fresh  laurels  lo  the  country's  fame, 
life,  to  Fort  Niagara,  whence  he  was  dismissed  on  Gen.  Taylor's  valor,  it  is  true,  prevented  general 
parole  and  returned  lo  Kentucky  in  the  spring.  He  \  Desha  from  rendering  that  service  which  his  patriol- 
was  made  a  captain  in  the  United  Slales  infanlry  ;  ism  burned  to  perform;  but  this  delracled  nothing 
upon  his  return,  and  employed  in  recruiung  until  ex-  from  honors  justly  Ins  due.  He  has  heretofore  fought 
changed,  in  1814"  |  nobly  for  his  country,  under  the  lamented  Harrison, 

Immediately    after  he  joined  the  southern   army  \  and  had  he  met  Ihe  enemy,  as  all  believed  he  would, 
under   gen.  Jackson,  whose  confidence   and    esteem     at  Point  Isabel,   he  would  have  given  a  glorious  ac 


he  won  by  his  personal  daring,  energy  and  skill.     A 
single  instance  of  his  solderly  conduct  will  show  the 

i  character  of  the  man  and  the  soldier: 

It  occuired  in  the  preliminary  action  of  the  23d 
December,  1815,  at  New  Orleans.  It  was  late  m 
the  evening  when  ne»3  reached  gen.  Jackson  that 
the  British  had  landed  on  the  left  bank  of  the  .Mis- 
sissippi. The  general  decided  at  once  upon  an  at- 
tack.    Accordiiigly,  about   dark    Ihe   44lh  infanlry, 

(Ihe  regiment  lo  « hich  colonel,  then   captain  B.  be-    -     -      -   ,       -  -      ^  .  . 

longed,)  conananded  by  captain   Baker  as   colonel,'  five  hundred  a  few   days  later.     With  such   men  as    was  defended  by  two  18  pounders, and  the  three  bat- 


count  of  himself  and  his  little  band  of  volunteers 
and  had  there  been  a  sufficient  number  of  volunteers 
raised  in  this  city  to  justify  Ihe  chartering  of  a  ves- 
sel direct  for  Point  Isabel,  which  was  gen.  U's  anxi- 
ous desire,  he  would  have  reached  gen.  Taylor's 
army  in  ample  time  lor  the  glorious  battles  of  the  8th 
and  9lh  of  May.  Major  Chase  remarked  in  this 
city,  and  the  correctness  of  the  remark  was  evident, 
Ihat  one  hundred  volunteers  sent  at  the  lime  gen.  I  C'rande. 
Desha  left  here,  were  of  vastly  more  importance  than  j      Karly  on  the  morning  of  the  18lh,  Iho  east  bank 


pf  d  our  dead  and  mutilated  their  bodies." — 
General  Reguena  replied,  that  "lAe  luomeii  ('.)  and 
rancheros  did  it,  and  that  they  could  not  be  control- 
led." Gen.  Taylor  said  ho  would  come  over  lo  Ma- 
iamoros, and  control  such  people  for  them. 

The  answer  promised  by  Reguena  lo  be  delivered 
lo  Gen.  Taylor,  positively  at  three  o'clock,  did  not 
come.  It  afterwards  appeared,  that  while  the  dele- 
gation was  treating  with  Gen.  Taylor,  Gen.  Arista 
was  busy  in  gelling  out  of  the  city;  that  even  the 
promise  lo  give  Gen.  Taylor  a  positive  answer  at  3 
o'clock,  was  a  mere  subterfuge.  Gen.  Arisla  laking 
advanlage  of  the  delay,  succeeded  in  moving  much 
of  the  military  stores,  securing  two  or  three  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  with  the  fragment  of  his  army,  that 
very  night,  abandoned  Maiamoros  and  fled  procipi- 
lately  towards  Monterey.  At  sundown,  Gen.  Tay- 
lor perceiving  that  no  word  was  to  be  sent  to  him, 
he  repaired  from  Fort  Brown,  to  join  the  army  Ivro 
iiiles  above  the  fort,  in  position  for  crossing  the  Rio 


and  captain  Buller  as  major,  with  another  regiment, 
and  the  Tennessee  and  Louisiana  militia,  (in  all 
about  twenty-three  hundred  u  en),  marched  down  lo 
attack  the  British,  vvho  were  in  force  about  four 
thousand.  A  furious  onset  was  made.  Cjpt.  Baker 
having  been  llirowu  from  his  horse,  and  severely  in- 
jured in  Ihe  commencement  of  the  action,  the  com- 
mand of  the  44lh  devolved  on  captain  Butler,  who 
led  Ins  force  on  in  the  thick  of  the  fight,  drove  the 
British  belore  him  for  hall  a  mile,  culling  Ihem 
down  at  every  step,  until  his  impetuous  charge  bad 
carried  him  so  lar  in  advance  of  the  other  portions 
cl  the  assailing  parly  that  they  were  as  much  sur- 
prised as  rejoiced  at  his  return,  supposing  from  the 
perilous  exiiemily  in  which  his  bold  pursuit  had  in- 
volved him.  that  he  musl  have  been  cut  off.  For 
this  gallant  and  most  important  achievement,  he  was 
breveted  by  llie  president  at  the  special  request  of 
general  Jackson.  In  the  great  battle  of  Ihe  8th  of 
January,  he  bore  a  conspicuous  part;  and  alter  that 
event,  until  the   enemy   retired  Irom  New  Orleans, 


gen.  Desha  to  raise  and  lead  volunteers  to  batlle,  it '  teries  of  our  artillery;  and  the  crossing  commenced, 
might  truly  be  said  that  the  "militia  are  the  standing  1  C'ol.  Twiggs  ordering  the  bands  to  strike  up  Yankee 
army  of  the  country." 

The  circumslances  thus  noticed,  when  viewed  in 
connection  witli  the  facts  that  gen.  D.  is  advancing 
towards  the  "sere  and  yellow  leaf"  of  life,  is  without 
political  aspirations— 13  engaged  in  extensive  com- 
mercial and  planting  business  requiring  his  constant 
attention,  and  has  an  interesting  family,  to  which  he 
IS  devotedly  attached,  lo  bind  him  to  his  house,  fully 
establish  his  claim  lo  the  highest  praises  yet  won  by 
any  volunteer  for  Ihe  Mexican  wars.  Should  oppor- 
tunity offer,  he  will  entitle  himself  lo  still  higher 
praises  by  actual  service.  Gen.  Taylor  reposes  the 
greatest  confidence  in  gen.  D.  and  has  already  sent 
him  on  two  expeditions  where  there  were  strongest 
hopes  of  active  service — to  Barila  and  Reynosa.  He 
possesses  many  of  the  highest  qualifications  neces- 
sary lo  the  good  soldier,  and  in  several  respects 
strongly  resembles  gen.  Jackson,  particularly  in  it- 
cision  and  prompt  execution.  He  is  an  entire  stranger  lo 


Doodle.  The  light  companies  of  battalions,  first 
went  over,  followed  by  the  volunteer  and  regular 
infantry. 

Lieul.  Hays,  of  the  4lh  infanlry,  and  ten  select 
men,  with  Capt.  Walker  of  the  Rangers,  first  cross- 
ed Ihe  river  with  orders  to  ascertain  and  report  the 
number  and  position  of  Ihe  enemy,  if  near  the  river. 
Immediately  after  Lieut.  Hays  had  crossed,  the  flank 
companies  of  the  3d,  4th,  and  3th  infanlry,  were 
thrown  across,  commanded  by  Capt.  Buchanan,  and 
Capt.  Larned.  Alter  these  commands  had  crossed, 
Capt.  Smith  of  the  artillery  ballalion,  crossed  with 
two  companies,  followed  by  Capt.  Kerr's  squadroa 
of  dragoons.     After  this  force  had  crossed,  Ridgely'a 

artillery   was  dismounted   and  taken  over  in  parts. 

In  Ihe  meantime,  the  infantry  already  over,  had  ad- 
vanced, and  occupied  Ihe  hedge  fence  covering  the 
crossing;  after  occupying  this  position  some  two 
hours,  a  civil  deputation  from  Maiamoros  presented 


his  emulous   valor  did  notecase  lo  display  itself  in  j  fear,  and  though  ardently  rash,  is  yet  cool    and   cal- 1  i'sclf,  requesting  lo  see  Gen.  Taylor.     The  deputa- 


those  exploits  ol  personal  daring  and  prowess,  t/f 
which,  perhaps,  the  history  of  no  living  soldier  can 
boast  so  numerous  and  so  brilliant  a  series.  Pie  was 
appointed  aid  lo  general  Jackson  in  IHlti;  and  having 
been  retained  in  the  service  upon  the  reduction  of 
Ihe  aiinj,  resigned  in  1617,  to  lead  a  no  less  honora- 
ble career  in  civil  life." 

The  writer  concludes  with  a  lettcrliomgen.  Jack 
son,  testifying  lo  Ihe  services  and  military  capacily 
of  col.  Butler. 

OtKERAL    ri'iDEIir    DESHA. 

In  awarding  due  meed  oi  praise  to  those  who  do 
signal  service  lo  their  country,  we  perform  a  pleasing 
duly,  and  at  Iho  same  lime  do  public  good,  by  slimu- 
lalmg  others  lo  deserve  equal  praise.  The  alacrity 
with  which  Ihe  chivalrous  sons  of  the  south  and  west 
have  responded  to  the  recent  call  for  volunteers,  en- 
inks  all  «ho  have  so  gallantly  oflcred  ihcir  services 
to  tlie  country  lo  the  highest  praises,  and  among 
these,  couopicuous  above  all  others,  stands  the  name 
of  Ihc  veteran  soldier — gen.  Robai  Desha. 

On  the  3J  day  of  May — a  quiet  Sabbath  morning; — 
our  cily  was  slarlled  by  the  intelligence  Ihat  hostili- 
ties bad  commenced  on  the  Rio  Grande.  Point  Isa- 
bel waa  rcpr.:6i;nted  to  be  in  the  most  imminent  peril, 
and  the  whole  "Army  of  Occupation"  in  great  dan- 
ger of  starvaiion  and  defeat.  In  addition  to  the  pe- 
rilous situation  of  the  "pioneer  army,"  the  honor  of 
the  country  was  at  slake.  Upon  the  history  of  Ame- 
rican aruia,  heretofore  unstained  in  its  glories,  a  dark 
and  bloody  page  was  about  being  written.  Inspired 
by  the  noblest  patriotism.  General  Desha  saw  at  a 
glance  what  was  necessary — imiiitiiiale  aclioii.  With 
oilier  patriotic  citizens  he'at  once  pledged  himself  lo 
pay  Ihe  expenses  of  equipping  and  Iransporling  vol- 
unteers who  v,eie  willing  loembaik  immediately  for 
Point  Isabel,  and  gallantly  placed  his  own  name  at 
the  head  of  a  roll  of  voluulcers;  thus,  without  stop- 
ping to  look  al  the  consequences,  otlering  his  purse 


culaling  when  in  dangerous  positions,  and  never 
fails  to  turn  every  advantage  to  the  best  possible  ac- 
count. 

While,  lo  the  relirquishmenl  of  all  the  delights  of 
heme,  of  competence  and  social  enjoyment,  they  are 


lion  was  sent  over  the  river,  in  charge  of  an  officer, 
to  meet  the  general  who  had  not  then  crossed.  Tfca 
object  of  the  deputation  was  lo  inform  the  commaud- 
ing  general  of  the  American  forces,  Ihat  Gen.  Arista 
nd  the  Mexican  troops,  had  abandoned  Maiamoros, 


toiling  through  dangers,  privations  and  Ihe  inclc-  '  together  with  his  sick  and  wounded,  and  wishing  to 
ntncies  of  the  climate,  with  no  motive  but  patriot- ■  know  fro  i  Gen.  Taylor,  what  Ircalnient  Ihe  city 
ism,  to  protect  the  rights  and  reputation  of  the  coun- ;  might  expect  from  him.  Gen.  Taylor  finding  on  in- 
Iry  against  foreign  boslilitics— that  country  should  !  quiry,  that  this  reporl  was  true,  ordered  that  portion 
not  be  forgetful  of  their  names  or  services— and  we  '  of  the  American  forces  that  had  not  crossed  the  riv- 
al home  should  always  be  ready  and  proud  to  give  I  er,  to  return  to  Furl  Brown  and  cross  there.  Gen. 
Ihem   the  meed  of  llie  highest  praise.     This  is  the  I  Taylor  immediately  despatched  a  staff  officer  to  Iho 


only  adequate  recompense  of  Ihe  citizen  soldier,  and!  prefect  lo  demand   a  surrender,  and  lo  come  to  him 
lis  a  public   duly   to   see  that  it  is  paid.     Alabama    "'        '  "        '"     '  '"--.i      •-'  j -. 

hould  then   proudly  point  lo  gen.  Desha   as  one  of 
of  the  country — the 


her  contributors  to   the  cause 

prompt  patriot,  the  gallant  soldier,  ihe.  first  volunteer. 
He  is  in  some  sense,  in  this  war,  the  Cincinnatus  of 
our  state,  and  when  he  shall  lay  aside  Ihesworti  and 
return  lo  the  avocations  of  peace,  we  are  confident 
that  he  will  not  find  his  fellow  citizens  lorgelful  of 
his  gallant  conduct  and  patriotic  devotion. 

[Mobile  Daily  .^Idvcrtiscr. 

Cebemonils  ur  ihe  surrendek  of  Wai'amoros. 
On  the  17tb  of  May,  eight  days  after  the  defeat  of 
the  Mexicans,  Gtn'l  Taylor  made  bis  preparalions 
to  CI058  the  river  above  the  lown,  at  the  same  time, 
Lieut.  Col.  Wilson  was  to  advance  from  the  side  of 
Barila.  Oiders  were  given  to  Col.  Twiggs  lo  cross, 
when  Gen-  Taylor  was  wailed  on  by  the  Mexican 
general,  Reguena,  empowered  by  General  Arisla, 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Mexican  forces,  to  treat 


to  confer  ci  the  subject.  Gen.  Taylor  informed  the 
prefect  that  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  the  citi. 
zens,  would  be  sacredly  respected.  While  this  was 
going  forward,  the  dragoons  under  Captain  Kerr, 
passed  below  where  they  had  landed,  and  raised  up- 
on the  walls  of  Fort  Paredes,  "The  Star  Spangled 
Banner." 

,  The  diScrent  regiments  already  on  the  west  side 
'  of  the  Rio  Grande,  were  marched  to  their  respective 
places  of  encampment,  without  noise  or  disorder, 
save  when  the  flag  of  our  country,  was  unexpectedly 
seen  waving  from  Fort  ParcUes;  discipline  then  gave 
way  to  feeling,  and  nim  hearty  cheers  rent  the  air, 
and  announced  tbo  occupation  of  Maiamoros  by 
American  troops. 

That  evening,  a  small  guard  was  established  in 
Maiamoros,  to  keep  Ihe  peace.  No  troops  except 
under  command  that  night,  visited  it.  The  civil  and 
religious  rights  of  the  citizens  were  guaranteed,  and 
lh3  Metamorians  slept  secure  under  the  protection 

,.,  ,,     .  „„,,.  I-   ,,,.  I  of  the  American  governmenl,  a  boon  ever  denied  to 

fc^r   an   armistice,   until  the  two  governments  finally  ,,.         t- 

settled  Ihe  difficullies  pending.    This  cunnings  on  the  I 'h<'ni  by  Iheir  own. 

partof  the  Mexican  chief,  was  too  apparent  to  C  en.  I  A  gloom  was  thrown  over  the  brilliant  events  of 
Taylor;  ho  was  aware  that  Matamoros  was  tilled  I  this  day  by  a  most  unfortunate  accidenl;  Lieutenant 
wilh  the  munitions  of  war,  and  lime  was  only  wanted  George  Stephens,  a  graduate  of  West  Poml,  m  1843, 
lo  move  them  off.  Gen.  Taylor  replied  promptly  lo  a  most  promising  officer  m  the  second  dragoons,  was 
Geu.  Regueua,  that  an  armialice  could  not  be  gran- 1  swept   by  Iho   sw-ilt  current   from   his  horse   wbila 
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erossing  the  river  at  the  head  of  his  command.  He 
had  disliiiKuished  himself  on  the  brilliant  days  of  the 
8th  and  9lh,  and  his  untimely  death  was  universally 
lamented.  His  friencs,  two  days  after  he  was 
drowned,  had  the  melancholy  satisfaction  of  recov. 
ering  his  body  and  giving  it  the  ceremonies  of  a  sol- 
dier's burial.  [^-  O.  Tropic,  June  25. 

Interesting  Mexican  items. — Commerce  on  the 
Bio  Grniide— This  river,  under  the  influence  of 
American  enterprise,  is  assuming  a  very  busy  ap- 
pearance. The  steamers  Frontier  and  Cincinnati 
have  arrived  at  Matamoros,  giving  to  the  pott  nf  the 
town  a  lively  appearance.  "River  front  lots"  will 
goon  become  valuable  in  that  city,  and  stores  will  be 
erected  on  the  water's  edge.  There  was  never  but 
one  steamer  on  (he  Rio  Grande,  we  believe,  before 
the  army  of  occupation  arrived  on  its  banks,  and  that 
was  owned  by  one  of  the  Texas  Austins,  as  far  back 
as  1S27.  The  boat  carried  on  a  very  brisk  trade 
as  high  up  the  river  as  Comargo,  in  hides,  lalloiv, 
bones,  etc.;  but  the  ranchero  muleteers,  who  had 
the  commerce  of  the  country  in  their  own  hands, 
complained  to  the  government  of  Mexico,  and  Aus- 
tin's boat  was  ordered  off,  and  ever  after  prohibited 
entering  the  Rio  Grande. 

Mexican  laJies.— The  Republic  states,  that  the 
Mexican  ladies  of  Matamoros  are  fast  becoming  re 
concilad  to  "our  people,"  and  begin  to  believe  that 
the  Americans  at  least  "are  not  cannibals." 

This  may  be  true,  hut  we  heard  one  "volunteer 
officer"  say,  that  he  saw  one  Signoreta  living  in 
Calle  Independencia  that  looked  so  sweet  under  her 
reboza  and  dark  eye  lashes,  that  he  felt  as  if  he 
could  "eat  her  up." 

The  " R'pvblka  de  Rio  Grande,"  has  an  editorial 
drawing  a  comparison  between  the  treatment  of  the 
English  on  the  Sutlej,  and  the  Americans  on  the  Rio 
Grande.  1  he  contrast  between  our  troops  after  their 
victories,  and  the  Enghish  after  their  triumphs,  is 
certainly  astonishing,  and  opens  a  fine  field  lor  the 
speculations  of  the  philanthrophist. 

Died  — On  Sunday  morning,  at  6  o'clock,  Captain 
Jose  A.  Baragaii,  of' the  Mexican  army,  wounded  in 
the  battle  en  the  9lh  of  May.  Capt.  Baragan  was  a 
brave  and  meritorious  officer,  and  behaved  gallantly 
on  the  field  of  battle.  He  was  much  esteemed  by 
the  American  oflicers,  and  received  from  them  every 
respect  and  attention. 

[Matamoros  Republic  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

We  had  the  melancholy  pleasure  of  seeing  Capt. 
Baragan,  while  in  Matamoros.  He  was  conQned  to 
his  bed  by  wounds  he  received  in  the  battle  of  the 
9th.  He  was  an  object  of  interest  lo  the  oflicers  of 
the  army,  because  of  his  gallant  bearing  in  the  field 
of  battle,  and  for  the  manner  he  acted  while  sufler- 
ing  under  his  wounds.  We  heard  Cul.  Twip;gs  ob- 
serve, that  if  he  died,  he  should  ask  permission  from 
headquarters  to  buty  the  brave  Mexican  officer  with 
military  horois,  as  a  last  token  of  admiration  lor  his 
virtues.  1  hese  incidents  are  interesting,  because 
they  display  the  belter  side  of  the  soloier's  feelings, 
and  the  soldier's  heart. 

Pursuit  of  .'Jrisfo.— The  day  following  the  taking 
ol  Matamoros,  Lieut.  Col.  Garland  with  all  the  re- 
gular and  irregular  caialry  of  the  army,  about  two 
hundred  and  filty  dragoons  and  rangers,  started  in 
pursuit  of  the  retreating  Mexicans,  with  orders  lo 
barrass  ttieir  rear,  and  to  capture  prisoners  and  bag- 
gage. On  the  2'2d,  Cul.  Garland  returned  from  hia 
pursuit.  He  succeeded  in  capturing  a  small  rear 
parly,  after  a  slight  show  of  resistance  on  their  part 
in  vihich  two  Mexicans  were  killed  and  twenty  two 
taken  prisoners,  two  of  our  own  troops  slightly 
wounded,  one  wagon  with  ammunition  and  rlulhing 
of  an  artillery  company  was  captured.  'J'he  scarci- 
ty of  water,  the  barrenness  of  ihe  country,  and  Ihe 
condition  of  the  horses  compelled  Col.  Garland  to 
return  to  Matamoros,  having  penetrated  over  sixty 
milet  into  Ihe  enemy's  country. 

The  retreating  army  of  the  Mexicans,  under  Gen. 
Arista,  was  but  twenty  four  hours  ahead  of  our  ca- 
valry, and  our  officers  stopped  at  the  ranches  where 
the  enemy  had  the  night  previous.  A  ranchero,  at 
one  of  these  slopping  plates,  inquired  with  great 
simplicity  of  Capi.  - —  where  thu  Americans  were 
going;  he  was  told  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  Mex- 
tcan  army.  "Retreating  army!"  said  the  fellow  with 
astonifchment,  "why  Gen.  Ampudia  stopped  at  my 
house  last  night,  and  said  that  his  troops  had  con- 
quered the  Americans,  and  that  he  waa  on  his  way 
lo  Mexico  to  take  Ihe  news."  The  man  remained 
confounded,  lor  it  was  impossible,  from  national 
pride,  for  him  lo  believe  hia  nation  had  been  whip- 
ped in  battle,  and  still  more  incomprehensible,  tijal 
a  small  number  of  American  dragoons  should  sen 
ously  and  lor  pnrpuses  of  war  really  drive  before 
them  nv^v  'hree  ihousand  trnopn. 


Friendlt  interview. — The  first  meeting  of  the 
gallant  oflicers.  Col.  Payne,  of  the  United  Stales  ar- 
my, and  the  Mexican  general,  Vega,  after  the  bat- 
tles of  the  8th  and  9th  of  May,  in  which  both  were 
engaged,  took  place  in  the  ladies'  parlor  of  the  St. 
Charles  hotel.  N.  Orleans.     The  N.  O.  Delta  says— 

"The  meeting  between  these  two  brave  soldiers 
was  one  of  cordial  greeting,  and  a  kindly  interchange 
of  compliments.  The  general  expressed  his  regret 
to  the  colonel  at  seeing  that  he  was  wounded,  and 
indulged  the  hope  that  he  would  shortly  recover 
from  the  efl'ecls  of  it.  The  colonel  thanked  him  for 
his  sympathy,  and  congratulated  him  in  having  es- 
caped a  similar  infliction;  he  trusted  that  he  would 
find  his  residence  in  the  United  Slates  as  agreeable 
as  the  circumstances  would  admit  of:  he  a.'sured  him 
that  his  gallantry  was  appreciated  by  the  officers  of 
the  U.  Stales  army,  and  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States." 

The  pleasure  of  this  friendly  greeting  was  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  presence  and  approving  smiles  of  a 
numerous  assemblage  of  ladies,  invited  by  Mrs. 
Gen.  Gaines. 

Col.  Paine,  it  will  be  recollected,  has  brought  with 
him  a  number  of  military  standards  captured  from 
the  Mexicans.     They  are  thus  noticed  in  the  Tropic: 

"The  trophies  of  the  mar. — .4mong  the  most  inter- 
esting relics  obtained  in  the  bailies  of  the  8lh  and 
9lh,  are  the  standards  of  tlie  diflerent  companies  and 
regiments.  We  spent  a  half  hour  in  examining  these 
pomps  and  circumstances  of  war  with  the  greatest 
interest.  We  found  eighteen  in  all,  seventeen  of 
which  are  of  tri-colored  woollen  or  baixe  cloths,  or- 
namented with  the  appropriate  letters  and  symbols. 
They  were  mounted  on  stafls  sharpened  with  iron, 
and  were  not  only  ornamental,  but  dangerous  as  of- 
fensive weapons.  But  the  flag  of  the  most  absorbing 
interest,  is  that  lettered 

BATALLON 
GUARDA    COSTA 

DE    TAMFICO. 

This  magnificent  and  torn  flag,  apart  from  its  asso- 
ciations, is  remarkable  for  its  appearance  and  the 
materialals  of  which  it  is  formed.  It  is  of  large  size 
— Its  field,  of  tri-colored  silk,  green,  while,  and  red. 
In  the  centre  is  embroidered  the  Mexican  coat  of 
arms,  more  beautifully  than  we  conceived  any  mo- 
dern Penelope  had  power  lo  do,  even  if  her  delicate 
fingers  were  over  skilled  at  the  work.  The  Mexican 
eagle,  with  its  outstretched  wings,  fairly  lay  before 
us,  each  rustle  of  the  flag  on  which  it  rested,  causing 
the  prismatic  colors  of  the  atmosphere  lo  play  over 
the  brilliant  floss  silk  needlework  a^  brilliantly  as  if 
It  had  been  the  plumage  of  the  bird  itself.  Some  fair 
Mexican  damsel's  bright  eyes  must  have  grown  wea- 
ry under  their  long  dark  lashes,  in  thus  delicately 
counterfeiting  nature.  Perhaps  it  were  the  work  of 
cloistered  nuns,  it  is  so  elaborate, — some  holy  sister- 
hood, who  by  ascetic  life,  have  long  atlenuated  fin- 
gers, and  thus  made  more  nimble,  than  those  pos- 
sessed by  the  "world's  gazers"  of  their  sex.  'I'he 
members  of  a  «hoie  convent,  probably,  have  said 
their  matins  and  then  by  turns  wrought  upon  thai 
banner,  which  they  fondly  hoped  was  destined  to 
lead  gloriously  the  arms  of  iheir  country  in  ever) 
fight.     Alas!  lor  the  fortunes  of  war. 

That  flag,  in  the  batlle  of  the  Palo  Alto,  was  torn 
by  our  cannon  shot,  acid  now  bears  upon  its  folds  the 
the  shattered  shreds  thus  rudely  made;  at  the  Reseca 
de  la  Palma,  it  waved  over  the  bravest  troops,  and 
floated  in  ihe  wind  as  long  as  its  regiment  lasted  be- 
fore the  terrible  fire  of  our  arms.  When  all  was 
lost,  lis  bearer  tore  it  from  its  staff",  and  fled  lo  save 
it  iroui  the  stain  of  capture.  Such,  however,  was 
not  to  be  ils  fortune.  'Ihe  brave  man  was  met  by 
one  of  our  troops,  and  hand  lo  hand  they  fought  lor 
the  prize, — the  Mexican  nerved  by  every  feeling  of 
patriotism,  the  American  by  every  feeling  of  a  sol- 
dier's ambition.  The  brave  standard-bearer  bit  the 
dust,  and  the  precious  objec  of  his  care  became  an 
object  of  curiosity  in  the  liands  of  his  enemy.  May 
it  ever  be  respecled  among  our  people,  as  the  only 
evidence  existing  of  the  once  brave  "Balallon  de 
Tampico."  These  trophies  are  in  charge  of  Colonel 
M.  M.  Payne,  and  will  be  by  him  carried  to  Wash- 
ington." 

TnEATMrwT  OF  American  prisoners  bt  the 
Mexicans. — Capt.  Hardee,  who  was  taken  prisoner 
in  the  capture  of  Thornton's  company,  stales  in  a 
letter  to  a  friend  in  Savannah,  that  they  were  treat- 
ed with  Ihe  grealLst  consideration  and  kindness. — 
Gen.  Arisia  received  the  prisoners  in  the  most  gra- 
cious manner,  and  said  that  "his  nation  bad  been  re- 
garded as  barbarous,  anu  that  he  wished  to  prove  to 
them  the  contrary."  Capt.  Hardee  said — "Lieut. 
Kane  and  myself  are  living  with  Gen.  Ampudia, 
lodge  III  his  hotel,  and  sit  at  his  table.  We  are  not 
on  parole,  but  in  company  ivith  one  of  the  general's 
»id» — go  pretly  much   where  and  when  we  please 


Two  of  his  aids  speak  excellent  English,  and  the 
general  himself  speaks  French,  so  that  we  are  ad- 
mirably (2"  in  this  respect.  Everyone  around  ui 
use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  make  our  time  pass 
pleasantly,  and  if  anything  could  make  us  forget  our 
captivity  it  «ould  be  the  (rank  and  agreeable  man- 
ners and  generous  hospitality  of  Gen.  Ampudia. — 
He  and  General  Arisia  are  both  men  of  high  tone 
and  character."  These  facls  are  highly  honorable 
to  the  .Mexicans. 

General  Arista,  in  his  official  accounts  of  the 
bailies  of  the  8ih  and  9ih  May,  makes  Ihe  following 
statpmcnt  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Mexicans: 

Killed  on  the  S(/r— officers,  4;  soldiers  98.  Wounded 
— colonel,  1;  oliicers,  10;  soldiers,  116.  Missing — 
soldiers,  26.  Killed  on  the  9(h— officers,  6;  soldiers, 
Jo4.  Wounded — colonels,  2;  majors,  2;  officers,  19; 
soldiers,  205.  Jl/issiiij— officers,  3;  soldiers,  156  — 
Total  killed,  lU  officers,  252  soldiers.  Wounded— 
5  superior  officers;  29  officers;  321  soldiers.  Missing 
—3  oflicers;  182  soldiers.     Grand  total,  802. 

arista's    official    REPORT    OF    THE    EVACUATION    OF 

MATAMOROS. 

Headquarters  in  the  Rancho  de  la  Venada, 

May  18,  1846. 

Division  of  the  north — Cotmnander  in  chief:  All  the 
means  of  subsistence  of  this  division  being  consum- 
ed, ils  activity  paralysed,  and  ils  artillery  diminish- 
ed, while  that  of  the  enemy  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased  in  the  number  of  pieces  and  the  calibre  of 
his  guns,  in  such  a  manner  that,  were  he  to  open  hii 
fire,  the  city  of  Malamoros  would  be  instantly  des- 
troyed, to  the  utter  ruin  of  national  and  foreign  in- 
terests, 1  have  decided  to  retire  from  it  with  the 
forces  under  my  command  before  I  find  myself  sum- 
moned and  very  likely  obliged  to  evacuate  it  with 
dishonor,  which  1  shall  thus  avoid;  for  the  march  is 
slow,  our  pieces  being  drawn  by  oxen  and  our  mu- 
nitions in  carts.  My  object  now  is  lo  defend  the 
soil  of  these  departments,  which  have  been  entrust- 
ed to  me;  and  lor  that  purpose  I  am  going  to  post 
myself  at  those  points  most  convenient  and  withio 
reach  of  supplies,  of  which  I  will  hereafter  inform 
your  highness,  though  your  communicalions  must 
seek  me  by  the  road  of  China  or  that  of  Linares. — 
The  step  to  which  1  have  referred  has  saved  the  na- 
tional honor;  and  I  cominunicate  it  to  your  highness 
for  your  inlorniation,  recommending  you  to  secure 
the  camp  equipajie,  placing  it  in  a  convenient  point 
and  preserving  the  16  pounders  in  that  city,  lo 
which   moreover,  1  will  order  a  reinforcement. 

MARIANO  ARISTA. 

To  the  commandant  gen'l  of  Tamaulipas. 


PASSAGE  OF  THE  ANTI-PROTECTIVE  TA- 
RIFF BILL 

BT   THE  HOUSE  OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 


The  proceed inga  will  be  found  at  large  in  this 
number  of  the  Register. 

The  "Union"  of  the  night  of  the  3J  inst.  announ- 
ces the  passage  of  the  bill  under  the  caption  of — 

"Glory  enough  for  one  day." — "The  reven'u  bill 
passed." 

It  is  with  grateful  hearts  that  we  announce  to  the 
country  the  passage  of  the  revenue  tariff' bill  in  the 
house  of  representatives  by  a  vote  of  114  lor,  to  95 
against,  the  bill— being  a  majority  of  19  votes  in  fa- 
vor of  the  measure  which,  counting  the  speaker, 
who  can  only  give  the  casting  vole,  and  ihree  de- 
mocrats who  had  not  paired  off,  unavoidably  absent, 
swells  the  actual  majority  to  23  votes.  The  vote 
was  not  sectional.  'I  he  north,  the  south,  the  east, 
and  the  west  participated  in  the  adoption  of  the 
measure.  The  largest  vole  for  the  bill  was  from  the 
west.  Six  of  Ihe  western  stales— namely,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Texas, 
being  unanimous  for  the  measure,  wilh  majorities  in 
Its  favor  from  Ohio,  Tennessee,  Indiana,  and  Loui- 
siana. Let  this  fact  leach  moderation  to  the  pro- 
tectionists. The  great,  the  glorious,  and  growing 
west,  is  tor  free  trade.  The  vast  region  from  which 
two  new  states,  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  are  about 
emerging,  and  whose  entire  representation  under  the 
census  of  1850  will,  at  the  present  ratio,  reach  100 
members,  IS  almost  unanimous  for  free  trade.  The 
voice  of  the  farmers,  the  voice  of  that  great  agricul- 
tural valley  of  the  Mississippi,  calls  loudly  for  free 
trade.  On  the  same  side  will  be  the  four  additional 
new  stales  from  Texas,  slave-hclding  and  non-slave- 
holding,  the  new  state  north  of  luwa  and  west  of 
Wisconsin  and  Iowa— all,  all  will  be  agricultural, 
and  all  for  free  trade.  And  Oregon  now  secured, 
and  ready  for  peaceful  selllement  and  emigration- 
Oregon   to  form   at  leait   four  new  slates— Oregon 
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upon  the  Pacific,  and  inviting  the  commerce  of  Asia 
and  Sonth  America— Oregon  pre-eminently  agricul- 
tural and  commercial— 5he,  too,  will  come  in  under 
tbe  fflorious  banner  of  free  trade. 

Will  the  prelectionists  longer  resist  this  irresisti- 
ble  [ihalan!s?  Will  they  learn  wi'dom,  and  p"rmil 
the  present  bill  to  pa^s  through  the  senate?  Would 
they,  if  they  could,  defeat  it  there,  and  bring  down 
upon  them  by  that  resistance  a  much  more  radical 
measure  than  the  hill  which  has  just  passed  the 
house  of  representatives?  We  warn  the  protection- 
isis,  that  if  the  present  congress  resist,  and  this  bill 
is  not  passed,  th^y  must  expect  a  lower  ad  valorem 
Mark  whnt 
stopped   by   thi 


This  bill  will  speak  for  itself;  and,  in  fact,  |  members  had  made  speeches  on  the  bill,  and  about 
we  have  no  time  to  analyze  its  provisions.  Let  us  ]  forty  more,  it  is  slated,  were  very  anxious  to  speak 
state,  however,  as  its  proud  and  distinguished  cha-  |  on  it.  The  committee  proceeded  to  vote, 
racte'rislic,  that  it  is  a  revenue  6i((,  founded  on  the  ad  \  The  first  section  of  the  hill  enacts,  that  from  and 
valorem  principle,  and  that  it  totally  repudiates  the  t  after  the  1st  Di-e.  1846,  Ihe  following  rales  instead 
ini'iimiim  priiici;i/f,  and  allsjmitic  dalhs.  We  can  also  j  of  the  liulies  heretofore  imposed  on  articles  imported 
slate,  in  the  "encral,  from  the' best  aulhorily,  that  it  !  from  foreign  ciuntrics,  shall  be  imposed,  viz: 
reduces  the  duties  on  co(/oiis,  on  an  average  of  all  lis  I       On  goods,  wines,  and  merchandize  menli( 


varieties,  and  abolishing  all  its  miniiniini  principles,  j 
at  least  ."iO  per  cent.,  and  on  woollens  the  reduction  is  i 
at  leat  10  per  cent.,  and  so  on  with  other  articles. 

When  we  entered  the  hall  to-day,  about  1  o'clock.  1 

wc  found  the /louse  deciding  upon  lliedilt'ereiil  ainenil-  I 

not  a  single  manufactory  will  be  \  ments  vvhicii  had  been  made  yesterday  in  commitlee 

I.     A    portion  of  the  enormous  i  of  the  whole.     They  weie   upon  tlm  salt  tax.     The 


In  schedule  A,  a  duly  ol  7.5  per  cent,  ad  valorum. 


profits  of  Ihe   manufacturers    will  be  curtailed;  hut 
their  business  in  the  main    will  still  he  mure  profila 


iliort    was    making    hy  the 
upon    the    free    list,  will 


I'higs,  Slc,  to   place  sntt 
view  of  confirming  Ihe  1  tides  enumerated 
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ble  than  any  other  pursuit  in  the  country.    Are  they  ;  amendment  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  which  j  to  subject  them  to  100  per  cent.,  instead  of  seventy. 


H'iiies, — Mr.  Tibbalts  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
IxisiinTdebrand'the' Mexican \vaV,'hargiven  rise  ,  and'ihe'./jj/.i'n^  bountics"aholished,  the  former  mighi  I  placing  wines  of  all  kinds,  and  all  imitations  of 
to  higher  duties  than  would  have  been  im^ised   in  a  I  lose  some  of  the  democratic  voles   f.om  New  York    1  wmcs,  >■.  schedule  A     so   as   to  siibjec    them  10  the 


not  satistied  with   this)     If  not,  let  them  expecl, 
they  will  richly   merit,  a   lower  ad  valorem.     Th 


to  high' 

state  of  peace;  and  let  the  protectionists  be  satisfied. 
For  ourselves,  we  say,  let  the  bill  pass,  and  let  us 
have  repose.  Let  the  whole  country  know  upon 
what  they  are  to  rely.  The  bill,  wilh  a  few  modi- 
fioations,  is  essentially  that  of  the  secretary  of  ihe 
treasury.  Mr.  Walker  embarked  in  a  new  path,  in 
which  no  previous  secretary  had  dared  to  precede 
hiin.  He  recommended:  first,  the  abolition  of  all 
specific  duties  and  all  minimums,  and  the  £xc(ii.sii'«  nd 
valorem  system.  '-3d.  He  recommendt-d  ihatnoduty 
be  imposed  on  any  article  above  that  lowest  rate 
which  would  yield  the  largest  a, nount  of  revenue; 
and  3d.  The  warehousing  system  and  all  have  been 
adopted.  The  great  constitutional  principle  has  been 
indicated  in  the  passage,  by  the  house,  of  a  bill  for 
rerentie  ns  i(s  o6jec(,  and  not  for  protection.  All  the 
duties  upon  the  necessaries  of  life  have  been  greatly 


had  abolished  the  bounty  on  the  fisheries.     The  cal- 
culation of  the  whigs  was,  that  if  salt  was  made  free. 


five. 


and  the  latter  might  lose  the  7  democratic  voles  of ,  duly  of  101)  per  cent.,  instead  of  the  lower  duties 
Maine— and  thus  the  whole  bill  miglit  be  defeated,  which  the  bill  imposes  on  them.  The  motion  was 
This  seemed  to  be  the  gist  of  the  matter— and  upon  |  negalived,  aye.s50,  nays  "~ 
Ihcse  questions    the   whole  struggle  seemed  to  turn 


The  result  appeared  to  be  uncertain 

During  the  voting  on  the  lariff,  the  yeas  ami  nays 
were  taken  five  times  on  the  duty  on  salt.  .Many  of 
the  democratic  party  were  so  situated,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  Iheni  to  vote  their  real  sentiments  in 
face  of  an  oppusmg  party  who  sought  all  the  while 
to  embarrass  ami  encumber  the  hill  with  amend- 
ments,  whii'h  would  force  some  fe\\'  of  the  demo 
cials  lo  vole  down  the  whole  bill.  Great  praise  is 
due  to  those  of  the  democratic  party  whombly  came 
forward,  sacrificed  their  peculiar  tenets  for  ihe  good 
of  the  whole,  anil  in  a  proper  spirit  of  compromise, 
so  elfectually  aided  in  securing  the  passage  of  this 
diminished,  whilst  luxuries  are  made  to  bear  a  much  ]  great  measure  of  reform,  and  justice,  and  equality, 
larger  propoi  lion  of  revenue.  It  was  due  to  justice  And  in  what  manner,  we  ask,  can  the  whigs,  who 
to  stale  that  the  largest  vote  for  the  bill  came  from  Ihe  i  are  so  clamorous  for  the  protection  of  every  branch 
west;  but  the  south  nobly  sustained  their  long-ciier-  j  of  industry,  justify  themselves  in  taking  from  sail 
ished  principles.  Virginia,  the  great  founder  of  the  |  manufacturers  all  protection  and  all  advantages, 
democratic  faith,  was  unanimous,  save  one,  (14  out  I  eiihcr  direct  or  incidental,  by  virtue  of  the  tariff 
of  15  representatives,)  in   favor  of  the   measure. —  |  bills? 

South  Carolina,  so  renowned  for  courage  and  inlel-  |      ^(   ]cnilh,  however,  after  five   voles  on  the  salt 
led,  was  absolutely  unanimous.     All  the  democrats    ^,^^^^^^„^    j,   „^^   determined    not    to    place    it    the 


of  Georgia  and  North  Carolina  were  true  to  their 
great  cause.  One  —  we  believe  but  one — whig  vote 
was  given  for  the  bill.  The  man  who  had  the  moial 
courage  to  give  that  vote  was  the  upright  and  able 
whig  member  fr.im  .Alabama,  Mr.  Billiard.  The 
democracy  of  New  York  covered  themselves  with 
glory  in  the  support  of  the  measure. 

From  Pennsylvania,  so  distinguished  in  support  of 
the  war  of  '76,  and  1812,  and  so  ever  ready  to  pour 
oul  the  life-  blood  of  her  sons  m  defence  of  the  coun- 
try— 30  devoted  lo  the  Union--so  true  to  the  demo- 
cratic laith  on  all  other  questions  but  tlie  tariff,  there 
was  but  a  single  vote  lor  this  great  measure — and 
that  came  from  ihe  bold  and  fearless,  the  truly  able 
and  eloquent  Wilmot.  Let  him  wait  but  a  year,  to 
eee  the  operation  of  this  bill  defeat  all  the  predic- 
tions of  his  opponents,  and  his  vote,  though  now 
alone,  will  be  the  vote  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  a  sin- 
gular coincidence,  that  Mr.  Wi;mol,  the  only  Penn- 
eylvanian  who  voted  for  the  bill,  is  a  native  of  ihe 
same  town  and  county  of  that  state  as  Mr.  Walker. 

The  following  states,  ten  in  number,  were  unani- 
mous in  favor  of  the  bill:  New  Hampshire,  South 
Carolina,  Alabama,   Mississippi,  Florida,  Texa^,  II 


ree  list — and  the  result  is  this:  That  by  the  bill,  the 
salt  from  8  cents  per  bushel,  under  the  present  law, 
equivalent  to  from  100  to  150  percent  advuloreni, 
is  lo  be  reduced  to  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  From 
the  moment  of  announcing  this  vole,  which  was  car- 
ried by  2  majority,  Ihe  friends  of  the  bill  went  on 
conquering  and  to  conquer. 

The  amendment  from  the  committee  of  the  whole 
for  abolishing  the  fish  bounties  was  rejected.  No 
serious  opposition  was  subsequently  made  to  any  of 
other  amendments  of  the  committee  of  the  whole; 
and  finally,  after  going  through  the  amendnieuls  to 
the  bill,  the  question  was  taken  on  engrossing  it,  and 
carried,  on  yeas  and  nays,  by  a  majority  of  19.  The 
motion  on  reconsiLJeration  was  then  made  and  re 
jected  by  a  Iriumphant  majority,  without  calling  the 
yeas  and  nays.  'I'he  liouse  immediately  adjourned 
over  till  Monday  next,  to  give  the  members  an  op- 
portunity of  celebrating  the  anniversary  of  Ameri- 
can independence. 

We  shall  not  paint  the  scene.  It  was  full  of  the 
most  intense  interest,  but  divested  of  all  violence 
,  and  angry  passions,  and  conducted  wilh  as  much  or- 


liiiuis,  Missouri,  Michigan,  and  Arkansas,  (absent  on  |  der  as  was  to  have  been  expected    from  the  import 


the  final  vole)     A  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  fol-  j  ance  of  the  suhjeel.  the  profound  feeling   it  excited,  |  "cgatived 


Silks.— Ml-.  Tibbatts  moved  lo  insert  in  the  bill,  be- 
tween schedule  A  and  B,  the  following: — "On  silks 
unmanufactured,  and  manufactures,  of  which  silk  is 
the  chief  component  part."  Negatived  without  a 
count. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  lo  amend  the  bill  hy  inserting  a 
new  schedule,  to  come  in  as  schedule  i,  imposing  a 
duty  of  40  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  "Alabaster  and 
spar  ornaments,  almonds,  ancho*  ies,  sardines,  and  all 
olher  fish  preserved  in  oil;  camphor  refined,  cassia, 
cloves;  composition  tops  for  tables  or  other  articles 
of  furniture;  comfits,  sweetmeats,  or  fruit  preserved 
in  sugar,  brandy,  or  molasses;  currants,  dates,  figs; 
ginger  root,  dried  or  green;  glass,  cul;  mace;  manu- 
factures of  cedar  wood,  granadilla,  ebony,  mahoga- 
ny, rosewood,  and  satin  wood;  nutmegs,  pimento, 
prepared  vegetables,  meats,  poultry,  and  game,  seal- 
ed or  enclosed  in  cans  or  otherv\'ise;  prunes,  raisins; 
scaglioia  tops  for  tables  or  other  articles  of  furniture; 
cigars,  snuif,  paper  cigars,  and  all  other  manufac- 
tures of  tobacco,  wines,  Burgundy,  champaigne, 
claret,  Madeira,  port,  sherry,  and  all  other  wines, 
and  imitations  of  wines." 

Mr.  Schenck  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
move  to  strike  out  "40,"  and  insert  "54  40?"  (.\ 
laugh.) 

Mr.  tVood  moved  lo  strike  oul  "40,"  and  insert 
50.     Negalived. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  .licA'ay,  for  levying 
a  duty  of  40  per  cent.,  was  then  adopted — and  the 
question  recurred  on  the  schedule. 

Mr.  Tibb'ntls  proposed  to  include  "unmanufactured 
silks,  and  uianufactures  of  which  silk  is  the  chief 
component  part"  under  this  schedule.  Negatived, 
ayes  43,  nays  86. 

lion — Mr.  Pres  on  King  moved  lo  include  in  this 
schedule,  "iron  in  bars,  blooms,  bolts,  loops,  pigs, 
rods,  slabs,  or  other  form,  not  otherwise  provided 
lor,  castings  of  iron,  old  or  scraps  of  iron,  vessels  of 
cast  iron"     Motion  rejected. 

Mr.  Tibbalts  moved  to  insert  in  this  schedule  the 
following:  "Hemp  and  wool  unmanufactured;  Ma- 
nilla, sun,  and  other  hemp  of  India;  jute.  Sisal  grass; 
coir  used  for  cordage;  coililla,  or  low  of  hemp; 
cables,  twine,  cordage,  yarn,  and  pack  thread,  tarred 
or  iinlarreil;  seines,  cotton  bagging,  gunny  doth,  sail 
duck,  Russia  sheeting,  linens,  and  grass  clolh;  flax- 
seed, hempsctd,   linseed,  and  rapeseed."     This  was 


lowing  stales  were  for  the  bill:  the  above  ten  stales,  |  the  number  of  members,  and  the  crowd  of  sympa 
and  Ml  addition,  Maine,  (the  star  of  the  east,  unani- 1  thizing  spectators.  It  was  a  spectacle,  upon  the 
mous  save  one,)  Virginia,  iNorih  Carolina,  Georgia,  i  whole,  which  we  could  not  willingly  have  missed 
Louisiana,  (unanimous,  save   one,  unseduced  by  su-    and    which  impressed    us    with   more  than  usual  re 


Mr.  P.  King  moved  lo  include  in  this  schedule  Ihe 
following:  'Clolhing  ready-made  and  wearing  ap- 
parel of  every  description,  of  whatever  material  com- 
posed, made  up,  or  manufactured,  wholly  or  in  part 


.olasses,)lndiana,Ohio,Tenne5see— inall,  :spect  lor  the   dignity   and  imposing  character  of  the  I  I'Jj'f  lailor,  seamstress,  or  manufacturer."     Nega- 
eighieen  slates   for  the  bill;  New  York  equally  di- |  house  of  representatives. 

We  are  sure   that    it  is  unnecessary   for  us  lo  de 


scribe  the  profound  inleresl  with  which  «e  vs'ilnesscd  1    "„^, 
these  proceedings,  and  the  joy  with  which  we  hailed 
the  result.     We  consider  i'  the  triumph  of  the  great 


The  bill  is  now  before  the  senate.  We  cannot,  will 
not,  doubt  its  success  before  that  illustrious  body. —  ! 
When  that  work  is  achieved,  we  shall  hail  it  as  one 


Tided.  Six  states  were  "unanimous  against  the  bill, 
and  a  majority  in  three  more  against  it — in  all,  nine 
states. 

The  bill  will  produce  Iwenty-eight  millions  of  net 
revenue. 

On  Monday  next,  we  understand  that  the  graduat- 
ing bill  will  come  up,  when  we  hope  that  great  mea- 
sure will  pass  by  acclamation.  It  is  important,  with 
the  view  of  increasing  Ihe  revenue,  by  bringing  into 

maikets  lands  Ihat  will   not  sell  at  ihe  present,  and  !  of'ih;  gTeate^t  lriur^phs"oFlhe"ager 
still  more  important  to  prevent  the  depression  of  the  ] 

wages   of  labor   by    oflering   homes  lo  the  laboring  j  *^— ^— ■  -  ^ 

poor  at  low  prices. 

Where  so  many  made  able  speeches  for  Ihe  bill,  il 
would  be  invidious  to  distinguish;  but  we  cannot  ibr- 
bear  lo  mention  the  able  argument  of  the  chairman 
of  the  comiiiittee  of  ways  and  means,  Mr.  McKay. 
He  has  borne  the  brunt  of  the  labor  of  the  day.  He 
has  worked  for  the  great  cause  by  day  and  by  nighl; 
and  to  bim  let  all  honor  be  paid,  as  it  is  due. 


lived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  jVcA'at/'s  sche- 
nd  it  was  carried — ayes  101,  noes  74. 

Schedule  B.     Mr.    ISrinkerhcff  moved  to  strike  out 

"30,"  and  insert  "35  percent  ad  valorem" — to  pay- 

.     ,  -I         r  iu  •,"  II-      I.  ■"         [  able  under  Ihis  schedule.     Negatived, 
and  glorious   princip  es  of  the  age  ilsell.     It  is  one  ,      r,..         .    i      i       .   r        -     i   j  j       ok. 
.    %,         .      ^         K,r                      ■    .  r  k  The  articles  herelofore  included  in  B,  but  now  in- 
hich  we  have  sought  lor  years  past   lo  accomplish.         ,    ,   .         i     ,    i    i      .         .  ■  i  ,    <■  u       j 
-              -"          r      ...                 I           I  serted   in   S'  liedule  1,  were  stricken  out  ol  U,  and  so 


THE    TARIFF    BILL. 


House  of  REpnESEKTATivES,  Thursdat,  Jult  2, 
1846.  In  commiUee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Cobb,  in  the 
chair. 

The  hour  at  which  Ihe  house  had  decided  that  de- 
bate on  the  bill  should  cease,  arrived.  9e»enly-lhree  I  served"  ihe 


;n  respect  to  the  several  schedules  in  which  they  oc- 
curred. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Pa  ,  moved  to  strike  out  of  sche- 
dule B,  "iron,  in  bars,  blooms,  bolls,  loops,  pigs, 
rods,  slabs,  or  other  form,  not  otheiwise  provided 
foi;  tastings  of  iron,  vessels  of  cast  iron,  old  scrap 
iron;  japanned  ware  of  all  kinds,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided tor."     Negatived,  ayes  47,  nays  83. 

Mr.  AlcCrate  moved  lo  strikeout  "molasses,"  with 
a  view  of  including  llial  article  under  a  lower  duly. 
Negalived. 

Mr.  Hamlin  moved  to  add  afler  words  "salmon  prc- 
or  fresh"     Negatived.        ..^.ai, 
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Mr.  McKay  moved  to  include  in  schedule  B,  the 
following:  ".\le,  beer,  and  porter,  in  casks  or  bot- 
tles; corks,  earthen,  china,  and  stoneware,  and  all 
other  wares  composed  of  earthy  and  mineral  sub- 
stances, not  otherwise  provided  for;  fire-craekers; 
flats,  braids,  plaits,  spartem  and  willow  squares,  used 
for  making  hals  or  bonnets;  glass  tumblers,  plain, 
moulded  or  pressed,  not  cut  or  painted;  hats  and 
bonnets  for  men,  women,  and  children,  composed  of 
straw,  satin-straw,  chip,  grass,  palm-leaf,  willow,  or 
any  other  vegetable  substance,  or  of  hair,  whale- 
bone, or  other  mateiial,  not  otherwise  provided  for; 
hemp  unmanufactured;  nuts  not  other  provided  for; 
ochres  and  ochrey  earths,  used  in  the  composition  of 
painters'  colors,  whether  dry  or  ground  in  oil;  olive 
oil  m  casks  otlier  than  saljd  oil,  potatoes,  sewing 
silks  in  the  gum  or  purified,  shoes  composed  wholly 
of  India-rubber,  silk  twist  and  twist  composed  of  silk 
and  mohair,  tobacco  unmanufactured,  twines  and 
packthread  of  whatever  material  composed,  vinegar, 
firewood  and  wood  unmanufactured  not  otherwise 
providi'd  for,  wool  unmanufactured." 

Mr.  Gordon  moved  to  add  to  the  item,  by  adding  in 
respect  to  wool,  these  words:  ''according  to  its  value 
at  the  port  of  entry  in  the  United  States."  This  was 
negatived. 

iVlr.  Hougk  moved  to  include  in  the  amendment, 
"blankets  of  all  kinds."     Negatived. 

Mr.  Tibbatts  moved  to  include  "cotton  bagging." — 
Negatived. 

Mr.  Ratlibun  moved  to  add  "woollen  and  worsted 
yarn."     Negatived. 

Mr.  Ratlibun  moved  to  add  "flaxseed,  hempseed, 
linseed,  and  rapeseed."     Negatived, 

iMr.  Tibbidls  moved  to  add  "hemp  and  fljx  unma- 
nufactured, cudilla,  or  tow  of  hemp  or  flax,  manu- 
factures of  which  hemp  or  flax  chall  be  the  eompo- 
naiit  material  of  chief  value."     Negatived. 

Mr.  Il'illiams  moved  to  add  a  proviso  in  relation  to 
fill.     Negatived. 

Mr.  Ralhbun  moved  to  add  "raw  hides  and  skins 
of  all  kinds,  whether  dried,  salted,  or  pickled,  not 
otherwise  provided  for."     Negatived. 

Mr.  Foster  to  add  "salt."    Negatived. 

Mr.  Simpson  moved  to  strike  out  "hemp."  Nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Hungerford  moved  to  add  "cables  or  cordage, 
tarred  or  uiitarred."     Negatived. 

Mr.  Hungerford  moved  to  add  "baizes,  bockings, 
flannels,  and  floor-cloths,  of  whatever  material  com- 
posed, not  olliurwise  provided  for."     Negatived. 

Mr.  Hungerford  moved  to  add  "paper  hanging  and 
paper  foi  screens  or  fire  boards."     Negatived. 

Mr.  Hwige'/ord  moved  to  add  "window  glass, 
drawn,  crown,  or  cylinder."     Negatived. 

Mr.  McKinfs  amendment,  to  add  to  schedule  B, 
was  then  agreed  to. 

Schedule  C.  Mr.  Briii/cev/io/T moved  to  strikeout 
"25"  and  insert  "30  per  cent."  as  the  rate  of  duly 
under  this  schedule.     Negatived. 

Mr.  Thuimun  moved  to  add  to  this  schedule  "raw 
hides  and  skins  of  all  kinds,  whether  died,  salted,  or 
pickled,  not  otherwise  provided  for."     Negatived. 

Mr.  Hu)igf</i«-d  moved  to  add  "velvet  in  the  piece, 
composed  ol  cotton  and  silk,  but  of  which  cotton  is 
the  component  material  of  chief  value."     Negitived. 

Mr.  Hamlin  moved  to  add  "fish,  foreign,  whether 
fresh,  smnked,  salted,  dried,  or  pickled,  not  other- 
wise provided  for  "     Negatived. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  add  to  schedule  C  llic  fol- 
lowing: "Borax  or  tinckal.  Burgundy  pilch,  calomel 
and  all  other  mercurial  preparations;  camphor  crude, 
feather  beds,  feathers  for  beds,  and  downs  of  all 
kinds;  fliss  silks,  grasjcloth,  bair-clolh,  liair-seating, 
and  all  other  manufactures  of  hair  not  otherwise 
provided  fur;  juto,  sisal  grass,  coir,  and  other  vege- 
table substances  unmaiiulactured,  not  olhenvise  pro- 
vided for;  matting,  Chinese,  and  other  floor  malting 
and  mats  made  of  flags,  jute  or  grass;  roofing  slates." 
This  additien  was  agreed  to. 

Schedule  D  Duty  20  per  cent-  ad  valorem.  Mr. 
J.  R  IngersoU  moved  to  strike  out  Iho  following: 
"Acids— acetic,  acetous,  boracie,  chromic,  citric, 
muriatic,  white  and  yellow,  nitric,  pjroligneous,  and 
tartaric,  and  all  other  acids  of  every  description 
used  for  chemical  or  medical  p  irposes,  or  for  iiiauu- 
facluring,  or  in  the  fine  arts,  nut  uiherwiae  provided 
for."     Ne.;ilived. 

Mr.  II:  gk  moved  to  strike  out  "boards,  planks." 
Negatived. 

The  item  of  "foreign  fish,  whether  smoked,  salt- 
ed," Stc.  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hamlin  amended  by 
inserting  the  word  ii-es/i  before  i be  worded  "smoked." 

Mr.  H'»;i,  W.  Campbell  moved  to  strike  out  "hair 
cloth,  hair-seating,  and  all  other  manutactures  of 
hair,  not  otherwise  provided  for,"  with  a  view  to 
transfer  it  to  another  schedule  with  another  rate  of 
duty.     Negatived. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  S.  C,  moved  lo  strike  out  "pine- 
apples "     Negatived. 


Mr.  Morris  moved  to  strike  out  "salt."    Carried — 

ayes  90,  noes  60. 

Mr.  fVilmot  moved  to  add  to  the  schedule  "raw 
hides  and  skins  of  all  kinds,  whether  dried,  salted,  or 
pickled,  not  otherwise  provided  for.'  Negatived — 
ayes  63,  noes  86. 

•Mr.  McKay  moved  to  add  to  schedule  D  the  fol- 
lowing: "Angora,  Thibet,  and  other  goats  hair  or 
mohair,  unmanufactured;  cedar  wood,  ebony,  grana- 
dilla,  mahogany,  rosewood,  and  satin  wood,  nnmanu- 
factured;  cream  of  tartar,  extract  of  Indigo,  extract 
and  decoctions  of  logwood  and  other  dye-woods  not 
otherwise  provided  fo.~;  extract  of  madder,  llaxsecd, 
green  turtle,  gunny  cloth,  bronze  liquor,  iron  liquor, 
lac  spirits,  manna,  marble  in  the  rough,  slab,  or 
block,  unmanufactured;  Dutch  and  bronze  metal,  in 
leaf;  needles  of  all  kinds,  for  sewing,  darning,  or 
knitting;  ozier  or  willow,  prepared  for  basket  ma- 
kers' use;  paving  stones,  paving  and  roofing  tiles 
and  bricks;  plaster  of  Pans,  when  ground;  quick- 
silver, saHron  and  saffron  cake,  sepia;  steel,  all  than 
otherwise  provided  for." 

Mr.  Hovgk  moved  to  add  "linseed  and  rapeseed." 
Negatived. 

Mr.  McKay's  addition  to  schedule  D  was  then 
agreed  to. 

Schedule  E.     Duly  of  fifteen  per  cent  ,  ad  valorem. — 

Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll  moved  to  strike  out  "Peruvian 
bark."     Negatived. 

The  item  of  steel  was  amended  so  as  to  read  "steel 
in  bars,  cast,  shear,  or  German,"  striking  out  "plates 
or  sheets." 

Mr.  flics  moved  to  insert  "salt"  in  this  schedule, 
so  as  to  subject  it  to  a  duty  of  15  per  cent.  Nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  add  to  schedule  E  the  fol- 
low ing;  "Brimstone,  crude  in  bulk;  cork-tree  bark, 
unmanufactured;  silk,  ravv,  nut  more  advanced  in 
manufacture  than  singles,  tram,  and  thrown,  or  or- 
ganzine;  terne  tin  plates,  tin  foil,  tin  in  plates  or 
sheets,  tin  plates  galvanized,  not  otherwise  provided 
for."     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHmot  moved  to  add  "raw  hides  and  skins 
of  all  kinds,  whether  dried,  salted,  or  pickled,  not 
otherwise  provided  for."  Negatived  —  ayes  64, 
noes  81. 

Schedule  F.  Duly  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Mr.  J. 
R.  Ingersoll  moved  to  sirike  out  ihe  item  "books 
printed,  magazines,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  and  illus- 
trated newspapers,  bound  or  unbound,  not  otherwise 
provided  for."  This  was  negatived.  He  then  mov 
ed  to  add  to  the  ilem  the  following.  "Provided,  That 
books  printed  in  Hebrew,  Latin,  Greek,  and  German, 
reports  of  legislative  committees  appointed  under 
foreign  governments,  polyglots,  lexicons,  and  dic- 
tionaries, maps  and  charts,  and  all  books  that  have 
been  printed  more  than  forty  years  shall  be  admitted 
free  of  duty."     This  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Uin.  W.  Campbell  moved  to  add  to  the  item 
the  following:  "Except  when  imported  for  libraries 
and  other  institutions  for  the  promotion  of  learning." 
Negatived. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  lo  add  to  schedule  K:  "Barilla, 
bleaching  powders  or  chloride  of  lime;  burr  stones, 
wrought  or  unwrought;  cochineal;  gum  Arabic,  gum 
Senegal,  gum  Tragacanth,  gum  Barbary,  gum  East 
India,  gum  Jedda,  gum  substitute  or  burnt  slarch, 
Indigo,  kelp,  natron,  terra  Jjpoiiica  or  catcehu." — 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Farran  moved  to  add  to  this  addition  to  sche- 
dule F  as  follows:  "Raw  hides  and  skins,  of  all 
kinds,  whether  dried,  salted,  or  pickled,  not  other- 
wise provided    for."     Negatived — ayes  76,  noes  82. 

Mr.  Fries  moved  to  add  "salt."     Negatived. 

Schedule  G.  Duty  of  b  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Mr. 
Thurinan  moved  to  strike  out  "raw  hides  and  skins, 
o(  all  kinds,  whether  dried,  salted,  or  pickled,"  with 
a  view  to  make  them  pay  another  rate  of  duty.  Ne- 
gatived. 

Mr.  McKay  move  to  add  to  schedule  G  the  follow- 
ing: "Argul  or  crude  tartar;  berries,  nuts,  and  vege- 
tables used  exclusively  in  dying  or  in  composing 
dyes,  but  no  article  shall  be  classed  as  such  that  iias 
undergone  any  inanufaeturc;  Brazil  wood,  and  all 
olher  dve-woiid  in  slicks;  ivory,  unniaiiui'acturud; 
ivcny  nuts,  or  vegetable  noiy,  madder  luol,  iiutgalls, 
mother  uf  pearl;  lasting,  suitable  lor  shoes,  boots, 
bootees,  or  buttons,  exclusively;  manufactures  ol 
mohair  cloth,  silk  twist,  or  other  manufactures  of 
cloth  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  boots, 
bootees,  or  buttons,  exclusively." 
I  This  addition  to  schedule  G  was  agreed  to.  Ayes 
89,  noes  71. 

Schedule  H.  Free  list.  The  second  .icctian  of  the  bill 
enacts,  "That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  men- 
tioned in  schedule  H  shall  be  exempt  from  duty. 

Mr.  IV.  yy.  Campbell  moved  lo  in: .  1 1  !Vi  the  sche- 
dule the  following:  "Books,  maps,  ehurls,  maiiu- 
I  scripts,  periodicals,  magazines,  or  newspapers,  bound 


or  unbound,  when  imported  for  lileraiy  and  other 
institutions  for  the  promotion  of  learning."  Nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Tibbatts  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  free  list 
these  words:  "Coffee  and  tea,  when  imported  direct 
from  the  place  of  their  growth  or  production  in 
American  vessels,  or  in  foreign  vessels  entitled  by 
reciprocal  treaties  to  be  exempt  from  discriminating 
duties,  tonnage,  or  other  charges,"  and  to  insert  tha 
following:  "Salt,  coffee,  and  lea,  when  imported  in 
American  vessels,  or  in  foreign  vessels  entitled  by  re* 
ciprocal  treaties  to  be  exempt  from  discrimioating 
duties,  tonnage,  or  other  charges." 

Mr.  Schenck  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Tibbatfs  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  ail  after  "tea."     Negatived. 

Mr.  Clarke  moved  to  strike  out  "and  tea."  Nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Jenkins  moved  lo  strike  out  "salt."    Negatived. 

Mr.  Ralhbun  moved  to  add  to  the  amendment  "su- 
gar and  molasses."     Negatived. 

Mr.  Tibbatts'  amendment  was  then  negatived.— 
Ayes  69,  noes  75. 

Mr.  Morris  moved  lo  insert  the  word  "sail"  bs- 
tween   the  words  "coS'ee"  and  "tea,"  so  as  to  make 

the  ilem  read  "coffee,  salt,  and  tea."     Agreed  to. 

Ayes  101,  noes  65. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso 
at  the  close  of  schedule  H.     Negatived. 

The  committee  having  passed  through  the  several   ' 
schedules  of  articles  subjected  to  the  various  rates  of 
duties — 

The  third  seclion  next  came  under  consideration. 

Sec.  3.  ,ind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  December  next  there  shall  be 
levied,  collected,  and  paid,  on  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize  imported  from  foreign  countries,  and 
not  specially  provided  for  in  this  act,  a  duty  of  twen- 
ty per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

No  amendment  was  proposed. 

Sec.  4.  ^Ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  it  shall 
happen,  in  any  future  fiscal  year,  that  the  revenue 
shall  not  be  suflicieiit  to  defray  the  expenditures  re- 
quired for  that  year,  a  duty  ol  ten  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid  on  tea  and 
cofl'ee,  to  take  etfeet  alier  the  first  quarter  of  the  en- 
suing yeac;  and  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  lo  report  such  deficiency  to  the  presi- 
dent, who  shall  lorthwilh  announce  Ihe  same  by  proc- 
lamation, and  direct  that  the  aforesaid  duty  be  col- 
lected as  above  provided. 

Mr.  Jlndrew  Johnson  moved  to  strike  out  the  said 
fourth  section,  and  to  insert  another  in  its  place.— 
Negatived. 

Mr.  Hough  moved  to  add  to  Ihe  section  a  provision 
subjecting  salt  to  a  duly  of  six  and  a  quarter  cents 
per  bushel  of  fifty-six  pounds.     It  was  negatived. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  strike  out  the  fourth  section, 
and  to  insert  the  following: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  cases  in  which 
the  invoice  or  entry  shall  not  contain  the  weight, 
quantity,  or  measure  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dize, now  weighed  or  measured  or  gauged,  the  same 
shall  be  weighed,  gauged,  or  measured  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  owner,  agent,  or  consignee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.     Ayes  97,  noes  79. 

And  so  the  duty  of  ten  per  centum  ad  valorem  on 
lea  and  coffee  was  stricken  out. 

Draioback  on  salted  fish. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  December  next,  in  lieu  of  the 
bounty  heretofore  authorized  by  law  to  be  paid  on 
the  exporlalion  of  pickled  fish  of  the  fisheries  of  the 
United  States,  there  shall  be  allowed,  on  the  expor- 
tation thereof,  if  cured  with  foreign  salt,  a  drawback 
equal  in  amount  to  the  duty  paid  on  the  salt,  and  no 
more,  lo  be  ascertained  under  such  regulations  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Iloge  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  "December 

next,"  and   '     insert  a  provision  lo  repeal  all  laws 

allowing   bou...y  or  drawback  on  fishing  vessels,  or 

salted  fish  exported.     Carried.     Ayes  103,  noes  77. 

Hoods  in  public  stores. 

Sec.  G.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandize  imported  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  and  which  may  be  in  the  public  stores  on 
the  second  day  of  December  next,  shall  be  subject 
to  no  olher  duty  upon  the  entry  thereof  than  if  the 
same  were  imported  respectively  after  that  day. 

No  amendment  was  proposed. 

East  India  goods  in  store. 

Sec.  1.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  twelfth 
section  of  an  act  entitled  "An  actio  provide  revenue 
from  imports,  and  to  change  and  modify  existing 
laws  imposing  duties  oti  imports  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses," approved  .August  30,  1842,  shall  be  and  Ihe 
same  is  hereby  so  far  modified,  that  all  goods  im- 
ported from  this  side  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or 
Cape  Horn  may  remain  in  the  public  stores  for  the 
space  ol  one  hundred  and  lltly  days,  instead  of  the 
term  uf  sixty  days  prescribed  in  the  said  section;  and 
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that  all  goods  imported  from  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  or  Cape  Horn  may  remain  in  the  public 
stoies  one  hundnd  and  eighty  days,  instead  of  the 
term  of  ninety  days  prescribed  in  the  said  seclion: 
Provided,  That  the  time  of  the  payment  of  duties  on 
all  such  goods,  whether  the  same  or  any  portion 
thereof  be  sold    fur   the  payment  of  such  duties 


not,  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per 


No  amendment  being  proposed:  the  bill  was  gone 

through  with. 

Mr.  I'os/fr  then  proposed  the  folloivinfjnew section: 

.Jiirf  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if,  at  the  end  of  the 

first  year  from  the  lime  this  act  coes  inloefl'ect,  there 

shall  not  be  realized  under  its  provisioi  s,  an  amount 

of  revenue  equal  to   that  produced  during  the  fiscal 


upon  the  duties  payable  t"roin  the  lime  of  the  imj)or- 
talion  thereof  to  liie  time  of  payment  shall  also 
be  paid  as  a  pari  of  the  duties  chargeable  upon  such 
goods. 

Mr.  M-Kcy  moTed  lo  strike  out  the  proviso. — 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  McCleltiinJ  moved  to  amend  Hie  section  by 
striking  out  "one  hundred  and  Jifty  days"  and  "one 
hundred  and  eighty  days,"  and  insert  "three  years" 
in  each  place.     Negati 


per  annum    year   ending  1*1  July,   18'!6,  under  Ihe  act  approved 


30lh  August,  1842,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  reve- 
nue from  imports,  and  lo  change  and  modify  exist- 
ing lans  imposing  duties  on  inipnrls.  and  for  other 
purposes,"  that  then  this  act  shall,  from  and  after 
the  expiration  of  Ihe  first  year  after  it  goes  into  ef- 
fect, be  inoperalive  and  void,  and  the.  duties  on  im- 
ports shall  thereafter  be  levied  and  collected  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  approv- 
ed 30lh  August,  1842;  and  Ihe  said  act,  approved 
30th    August,   1842,  shall   Ihcrealler  be  revived  and 


.Mr.  .McKaif  moved  to  slrikc  out  "one  hundred  and  I  continued  in  force  as  fully  and  elfectually  as  if  this 
fifty  days"  and  "one  hundred  and  eighty  days,"  and  |  set  had  not  passed;  a^  d  it  sliall  be  the  duty  of  Ihe 
insert  "one  year"  in  each   place.     .Agreed  lo.  .4yes  |  president  of  the  United  States  so  lo  declare  by  proc 


90,  noes  63. 

•Ascertain  the  value  of  goods. 

Sec.  8.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 

lawful  for  the  owner,  consignee,  or  agents  of  imports 

which  have  been  actually  purchased,  on  entry  of  the 


lamation.     (Negatived.   Ayes  33,  noes  not  counted  ) 
Mr.  Brodhtad  moved  the  following  additional  sec- 
lion: 

Sec.  12    ,ind  be   it  further  enacted.  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  sugar  of  all  kinds, 


same,  to  make  surh  addition  in  the  entry  to  the  cost  !  syrup  of  sugar,  and  molasses,  shall  be  transferred  to 


or  value  given  in  the  invoice,  as  in  Ins  opinion  may 
raise  Ihe  same  lo  Ihe  true  market  value  of  such  im- 
ports in  Hie  principal  markets  of  the  country  whence 
the  importation  shall  have  been  made,  or  in  which 
the  goods  imported  shall  have  been  originally  manu- 
factured or  produced,  as  Ihe  case  may  be;  and  to  add 
thereto  all  costs  and  charges  which,  under  existing 
laws,  would  form  part  of  the  true  value  at  Ihe  port 
where  the  same  may  be  entered,  upon  which  the 
duties  should  be  assessed.  And  it  sliall  be  the  duly 
of  Ihe  collector  within  wnose  dislrirl  the  same  may 
be  imported  or  entered  lo  cause  the  dutiable  value  of 
such  imports  to  be  appraised,  esiimiled,  and  ascer- 
tained in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  existing 
laws;  and  if  the  appraised  value  thereof  shall  ex 
ceed  by  ten  per  centum  or  more  the  value  so  declar- 
ed on  the  enlry,  then,  in  addition  lo  the  duties  im- 
posed by  law  on  the  same,  there  shall  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid  a  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem on  such  appraised  value:  Provided,  neverthe- 
less, That  under  no  circumstances  shall  the  duty  be 
assessed  upon  an  amount  less  than  the  invoice  value; 
any  law  of  congress  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. (No  amendment  was  proposed.) 
Goods  undervalued  to  be  sold. 
Sec.  9.  ,^nd  be  it  further  enactid,  That  if,  upon  the 
examination  of  any  parcel,  package,  or  quantity  of 
goods,  of  which  enlry  has  been  made,  the  appraisers 
of  the  United  Stales  shall  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  [  tional  section: 
same  are 


chedule  U,  (the  free  list.)  Negatived.  Ayes  89 
noes  93. 

Mr.  Chapman,  of  Maryland,  moved  an  additional 
section. 

It  was  twenty  minutes  past  6  o'clock,  and  as  it 
was  evident  the  committee  could  not  go  through  Ihe 
bill  this  evening,  the  committee  rose,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

FRIDAY,    Jl'LY    3,   1846. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  section  proposed  by 
Mr.  Chapman  to  he,  added  lo  the  bill,  as  follows: 

.lad  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  this  bill  shall  not 
lake  efl'ecl  as  lo  the  contemplated  duties  on  the  arti- 
cles which  are  the  products  of  Groat  Britain,  nor 
shall  the  duties  therein  specified  be  levied  or  collect- 
ed on  such  arlicles  until  there  shall  be  a  correspond- 
ing reduction  of  duties  by  the  govcrnmcnl  of  Great 
Britain  upon  the  article  of  tobacco,  the  growth  of 
the  United  Slates,  imported  into  Great  Britain;  and 
until  the  duties  levied  and  collected  upon  Ihe  said  ar- 
ticle of  tobacco,  the  growth  of  the  United  Slates,  by 
the  authority  of  the  government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, shallnot  exceed  the  duties  herein  specified  upon 
the  several  arlicles  wliich  are  the  product  of  that 
country. 

This  section  was  rejected.     Ayes  67,  noes  81. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Georgia,  moved  the  following  addi- 


undo 


lued  by  the  owner,  importer,  con- 1  •■5"''  *"  ''  further  enacted,  That  all  and  every  per- 
signee,  or  agent,  with  the  intention  of  defrauding  the  j  son  who  shall  import  goods  or  any  other  article  into 
revenue  of  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  United  Stales  shall  deliver  to  the  collector  du- 
the  collector  within  whose  dislricl  the  same  may  be!  p'icate  invoices  of  all  articles  imported  by  him  or 
entered,  the  sanction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasii-  [  them;  and,  after  the  same  have  been  examined  and 
ry  first  being  obtained,  if  in  his  opinion  the  same  !  ascertained  to  be  fair  and  genuine,  the  collector 
shall  be  advisable,  to  take  such  goods  for  the  use  of  I  shall  endorse  his  name  on  eachof  Ihcm  and  have  the 
the  United  Slates.  And  such  collector  shall  cause  |  *^'^'''  of  his  office  affixed  thereto;  one  of  which  he 
such  goods  lo  be  sold  at  public  auction,  within  twen- 1 '^''^''l  deliver  to  tlie  importer  or  importers,  and  the 
ly  days  from  the  time  of  laking  the  same,  in  the  man-  !  '"■^"  ^^all  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  colleclor, 
ner  prescribed  by  law  for  the  sale  of  unclaimed  i  subject  to  the  examination  of  any  and  all  persons, 
goods;  and  the  proceeds  ol  such  sale  shall  be  placed  I  ""d  ""  application  of  any  person,  a  copv  of  Ihe 
forthwith  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  Stales;  and  i  *'*"'«  ''"'j  cerlititd  shall  be  furnished  lo  saiil  person 
such  collector  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  cul  of  the    proposing  to  purchase  any  of  said  arlicles  upon  their 


accruing  revenue  to  the  ovvner,  importer,  consignee 
or  agent  of  the  goods  so  taken,  the  value  thereof  as 
declared  in  the  enlry,  and  five  per  cenlurn  upon  such 
amount  in  addition  thereto;  and  the  said  collector 
shall  render  lo  ihe  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with 
his  accounts  of  the  cuslcnjs,  a  statement  showing 
the  amount  of  moneys  so  paid,  the  amount  of  duties 
chargeable  on  the  goods  so  taken,  and  the  amount  of, 

proceeds    paid    into  the    treasury;  and    this  section  i '"  consequence  of  a  mixture  of  dirt  or  other  male 
shall   be    in    force    until    Ihe  1st  July,   1848,  unless  I  »"d   in  all  cases  in   which  wool  of  various  kinds  or 
otherwise  directed  by  congress.  I  qualities  shall  be   found  in  the  same  bale  or  package 

Mr.  RaJ/if)im  moved  10  strike  out  "five  per  centum"!  Of  in  bulk,  the  duty   shall   be  levied  on  Ihe  wl;ole  at 
from  this  section,  and  lo  insert  "twenty  per  centum."    the  appraised  value  of  the  best  kind  of  said  wool 


paying  the  reasonaole  expense  of  copying  the  same 
Negatived. 

Mr.  Gordon  moved  lo  add  lo  Ihe  section  the  follow- 
ing: 

^nd  provided,  That  all  wool  mixed  with  dirt  or 
olber  material  shall  be  eslimatad,  valued,  and  ap- 
praised as  If  Ihesarne  were  clean  and  unmixed,  and  no 
allowance  shall  be  made  for  any  diminution  in  price 


Negatived 

Officers  of  ctisloius  to  be  sworn. 
Sec.  10.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  depu- 
ties of  any  colleclor,  naval  officer,  or  surveyor,  and 
the  clerks  emplojcd  hy  any  colleclor,  iiavai  officer, 
surveyor,  or  appraiser,  who  are  not  by  existing  laws 
required  to  be  sworn,  shall,  before  entering  upon 
their  respective  duties,  or,  if  already  employed,  be- 
fore continuing  in  Ihe  discharge  thereof,  lake  and 
subscribe  an  oalh  or  affirmation  faithfully  and  dili- 
gently to  perform  such  duties,  and  to  use  their  best 
endeavors  to  prevent  and  delect  frauds  upon  the  re- 
venue of  the  United  Stales;  which  oatli  or  affirma- 
tion  shall  be    administered   by   the  collector  of  the  ^ 

port  or  district  where  Ihe  said  uepuliesorclerks  may  j  of  the   first   year  from  its  passage,  the  duty  o 
be  employed,  and  shall  be  of  a  form  to  be  prescrib-    imports  mentioned  in  the  schedule  shall   ihereaflei 
ed  by  Ihe  secretary  of  the  treasury.  (be  raised  as  follows,  to  wii-  in  schedule  A,  SO  per- 


said  package,  bale,  or  in  bulk.     N 

Mr.  Rathbun,  moved  Ihe  following  additional  sec- 
tion: 

,ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  officer  or  other 
person  connected  with  the  navy  of  IheUuited  States 
shall,  under  any  pretence,  import  in  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel of  the  United  Stales  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer 
chandise  liable  to  the  payment  of  any  duly.  Agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Foster  moved  the  following  additional  sec- 
tion: 

Jlnd  be  it  further  etiacted,  That,  if  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  the  imports  under  Ihis  bill  shall  not 
amount  to  the  sum  of  $26,000,000  at  Ihe  expiration 

Ihe 


cent,;  in  schedule  B,  15  per  cent.;  in  schedule  C,  10 
per  cent.;  in  schedule  D,  5  per  cent.  Rejected  with- 
out a  count. 

Mr.  .Indrew  Sleu-arl  moved  lo  amend  the  title  so 
as  lo  make  it  read: 

"A  UiLL  lo  reduce  Ihe  duties  on  the /iiriii  ics  of 
Ihe  rich,  and  increase  them  on  the  necessaries  of  Ihe 
poor;  to  bankrupt  the  treasury;  strike  down  Ameri- 
can faimers,  mechanics,  ami  workingmen.  lo  make 
way  for  the  products  of  foreign  agriculture  and 
foreign  labor;  lo  destroy  American  co»i;)((i;ioii,  and 
thereby  caiablish  a  foreign  monopot./  in  llio  American 
maikcis;  and,  by  adopting  the  piinciplp.  of  "free 
trade,"  lo  reduce  the  now  prosperous  labor  of  this 
country  to  the  degraded  level  of  the  pauper  labor  of 
fCiirope;  anil,  finally,  lo  destroy  the  properly  and  iii- 
(frfinideiicc  of  the  United  Slates,  and  again  reduced 
them  lo  the  condilion  of  colonics  and  dependencies  of 
Great  Britain." 

The  Chair  staled  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  consi- 
der Ihe  lille  until  Ihe  bill  liaj  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Stewart  demanded  thai  his  proposition  be  read. 

The  c/Mirma»  said  it  was  not  in  order  lo  read  a 
paper  proposed  out  of  order. 

From  this  Mr.  .fi»ic(ir(  appealed. 

And  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained  by  the 
vote  of  the  commitlce. 

MR,    HUNGKBrORD's    BILL- 

Mr.  Ilungerford  now  moved  lo  strike  out  the  whole 
bill  reported  by  Mr.  McKay  from  the  commillee  of 
ways  and  means,  and  to  substitute  the  bill  introduced 
by  him  on  the  15lh  of  June.  The  aubslitule  was 
taken  up  by  clauses. 

Mr.  Tibbatts  moved  an  amendment  so  as  to  make 
cotton  bagging  made  oi  flax  or  hemp,  suhjeci  lo  a  duly 
of  4  cenls  |ier  square  yard.  Negatived.  Me  renew- 
ed the  amendment  at  3J  cents  per  square  yard.  Ne- 
gatived. He  then  moved  thai  cotlon  bagging  of 
other  material  lliaii  hemp  or  fl  ix  be  subjeel  lo  a  duty 
4  cents  per  square  yard.  Negatived.  Ho  then  mov- 
ed lo  strike  out  20  per  cent  ad  valorem  as  the  duty 
on  the  maniifaclure?  of  linen  or  hemp,  or  which  they 
shall  be  Ihe  competent  material  of  chief  value,  and 
to  insert  30  per  cent.     Negatived. 

Mr.  Tibliatis  moved  lo  change  Ihe  duty  on  raw  silk 
from  10  per  cent,  to  30  per  cent.     Negatived. 

Mr.  Tibbatts  moved  to  change  Ihe  duty  on  unman- 
ufactured hemp  from  {135  per  Ion  lo  {140  per  ton.  Ne-  : 
gatived.  ;" 

Mr.  Thurman  moved  to  change  the  duty  on  unman- 
ufactured hemp  from  $35  per  ton  lo  40  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.     Negatived. 

Mr.  Buijd  moved  lo  change  the  duty  on  unmanu- 
factured hemp  from  g35  per  ton  to  30  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.     Negatived. 

Mr.  Starkweather  moved  to  strike  out  "§35  per 
ton,"  so  as  to  leave  unmanufactured  hemp  at  a  duty 
of  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Negatived— Ayes 
63,  noes  74. 

Mr.  Tibbatts  moved  lo  change  the  duly  on  flax  and 
cedilla  Iroiii  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem  to  "fi20  per 
ton."    Negatived. 

Mr.  Tibbatts  moved  to  change  the  duty  on  Manilla, 
sun,  and  other  hemps  of  India,  from  §15  per  ton  to 
§25  per  ton.     Negatived. 

Mr.  Foster  moved  to  increase  the  duly  on  ready 
made  clothing,  fur  caps,  and  all  olher  manufactures 
of  fur,  from  3U  per  cent,  lo  50  percent,  ad  valorem. 
Negatived. 

Mr.  Foster  moved  to  increase  the  duty  on  umbrel-' 
las,  parasols,  &c.  from  30  to  40  percent,  ad  valorem. 
Negatived. 

Mr.  Tibbatts  moved  so  lo  amend  that  gunny  clolhs 
be  subject  to  a  duly  of  30  instead  ol  20  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.     Negatived. 

Mr.  Foster  moved  lo  change  the  duty  on  boots  and 
shoes,  leather  gloves— all  kinds  of  leather  and  inan- 
ulaclures  thereof,  from  30  lo  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
Negatived. 

Mr.  Thurman  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  para- 
graph the  words  "on  all  kinds  of  leather."  Nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Perry  moved  to  strike  out:  "On  boots  and 
shoes,  on  leather  gloves,  on  all  kinds  of  leather  and 
all  manulaclures  thereof,  3'i  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
On  skins  tanned  or  dressed,  of  all  kinds,  20  percent. 
al  valorem."     Negatived. 

Mr.  Tibbatts  moved  to  change  the  duty  on  raw 
hides  and  skins  of  all  descriptions,  whether  dried, 
sailed,  or  pickled,  from  10  to30per  cenlad  valorem. 
Negatived.  He  renewed  the  motion  at  20  per  cent. 
This  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Hough  moved  lo  strike  out  "gl4  per  ton,"  and 
insert  30  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  iron  in  bars  or  bolls, 
not  manufactured  by  rolling.  This  was  agreed  lo — ) 
Ayes  95,  noes  64. 

.Mr.  Hough  also  moved  to  change  the  duly  on  bar 
or  bolt  iron  made  by  rolling  from  jlS  per  ton  lo  35 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Negatived.  He  tried  it  at  30 
per  cent.     Negatived — Ayes  66,  noe::  So  j. 
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Mr.  Hovgli  moved  to  change  the  duty  on  round  or 
square  iron  or  braziers'  rods  of  3  16  to  10-16  of  an 
inch,  and  on  iron  or  nail  or  spike  rods  or  nail  plates, 
and  on  iron  in  sheets  and  on  hoop  iron,  and  on  slit, 
rolled,  or  hammered  iron  for  band*,  sf  rolls,  or  case- 
ment ro'ls,  from  $30  per  ton  to  40  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem.    Ntgalived. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  South  Carolina,  renewed  the  mo- 
lion  changed  to  30  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  This  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foster  moved  to  strike  out  all  relating  to  "Iron 
and  sieel,"  and  to  insert  an  entire  new  provision 
containing  a  long  and  minute  description  of  the  va- 
rious kinds  of  iron  and  steel,  with  the  duties  on  each, 
as  also  of  various  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel,  or 
ot"  which  iron  or  steel  is  the  material  of  chief  value. 
Negatived. 

Mr.  ^f'itniot  also  moved  to  amend  the  iron  and 
steel  clause,  by  the  substitution  of  an  entire  new  pro- 
vision.    Negatived. 

Mr.  TibbdUs  moved  so  to  amend  the  clause  relat- 
ing to  wines,  spirits,  ale,  &c.  as  to  make  all  wines, 
spirits,  cordials,  and  all  spirituous  beverages,  and 
ale,  beer,  porter,  &c.  pay  at  the  rate  of  75  percent, 
ad  valorem,  without  discrimination  of  various  rates 
for  the  ditf'erent  articles  or  qualities.     Negatived. 

.Mr.  Thibodeaux  moved  to  increase  the  duty  on 
molasses  from  four  mills  to  eight  mills  per  pound. — 
Negatived. 

Mr.  Tibbalts  moved  to  strike  out  "on  salt  20  per 
cent,  ad  valorem."     Carried — Ayes  123,  noes  lU. 

Mr.  Hoge  moved  to  add  to  the  item  of  salt,  spices, 
&c.  the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  nn  drawbacks,  or  bounties  in  lien  there- 
of ihall  be  allowed  or  paid  on  the  exportation  of 
pickled  fish  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  Slates: — 
tind  provided,  furlher,  That  all  laws  now  allowing 
bounties  on  the  lonnage  of  vessels  engaged  in  the 
cod  and  bank  fisheries  be  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
pealed.    Tins  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Huugli  moved  to  increase  the  duty  on  clocks, 
watches,  chronometers,  and  parts  thereof;  alabaster 
ornaments,  epaulets,  laces,  tassels,  and  wings  of  gold, 
or  other  metal;  beads,  brjcelets.  curls,  cameos,  mo- 
saics, composition  of  paste  or  glass,  when  sel;  co- 
ral, diamonds,  and  other  precious  stones,  when  sel, 
jewelry,  and  various  other  such  articles,  Irom  20  to 
30  per  cent,  ad  valorem.     Negatived. 

Mr.  Tibbalts  moved  to  strike  out  this  paragraph: — 
"On  lea  and  coffee,  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  when 
not  imported  in  American  vessels,  and  diiect 
from  the  places  of  their  growth  or  production." — 
Negatived. 

Mr.  Tibbalts  moved  to  insert  "salt"  in  the  second 
section  of  Mr.  Hungerford's  substitute  in  the  list  of 
articles  which  may  be  imported  free  of  duly.  Agreed 
to  without  a  count. 

Mr.  Hungerford's  substitute  having  been  gone 
through  Willi — 

Mr.  Sf/ifHcA:  moved  to  add  thereto  the  following 
new  section: 

^nd  belt  jurther  enacted.  That  in  all  cases  of  ques 
lion  or  doubt  arising  at  any  custom  house  or  port  of 
entry  in  any  collection  district  within  the  slate  of 
Pennsylvania  as  to  the  true  inlerpretation  or  nieanng 
of  this  act,  or  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  enact- 
ed, it  shall  be  Ihe  duty  of  the  secretary  of  Ihe  trea- 
sury and  of  all  officers  having  execution  of  the  law 
to  construe  and  apply  the  same  according  lo  the 
terms  and  provisions  of  the  following  expoailion  of 
its  principles; 

[Here  follows  the  letter  of  James  K.  Polk  to  John 
K.  Kane,  ot  Philadelphia,  dated  Columbia,  'i'eiines- 
eee,  June  G,  1844,  giving  an  exposition  of  his  views 
on  the  suhjuct  of  the  tariff,  w  hich,  as  it  has  been  bo 
often  published  of  late,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to 
recite  it  here.] 

Mr.  Sc/iciic/i's  amendment  was  rejected. 
This  occasioned  much  amusement  in  the  house. 
Tlie  qiieslion  was  nosv  put  that  the  committee  of 
the  whole  do  agree  to  Mr.  Hungerford's  subsUlule  as 
amended  in  place  of  Mr.  McKay's  bill,  reported  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  it  was  reject- 
ed—Ayes 3S,  noes  90. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  the  original  bill 
(Mr.  McKay's  J 

Mr.  Jhiid-crlwff  moved  to  amend  the  original  bill 
by  addiii'.;  Ihe  Inllowing  section: 

.'liid  lie  il /iiK/ier  enacted.  That  if  it  shall  happen 
in  any  future  lisral  year  that  the  revenue  shall  not 
be  sullicienl  to  defray  the  expenditures  required  for 
Ihat  year,  a  duly  of  five  per  ctnlum  ad  valorem 
shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid  on  all  the  dutia- 
ble articles  in  this  bill  named  in  addition  to  the  du- 
ties herein  provided  for,  lo  lake  ellVrt  after  Ihe  first 
quarter  of  the  ensuing  year;  and  it  shall  be  Ihe  duty 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  report  siiih  defi- 
ciency to  Ihe  president,  who  shall  lorlliwiih  an- 
nounce the  same  by  proclamation,  and  direct  that] 
fVip  sfnretriid  duty  he  collected  as  abo^e  r'''"'''^'''' 


Mr.  Burt  said  that  the  amendment  was  not  in  or- 
der— the  committee  having  taken  a  vote  on  a  motion 
lo  strike  out  the  whole  bill,  with  the  exception  of 
the  enacting  words,  and  to  insert  a  substitute,  and 
having  refused  to  do  so,  such  vote  was  tantamount 
to  an  agreement  to  the  bill,  and  according  lo  the 
parliamentary  law,  was  not  susceptible  of  further 
amendment. 

The  Chair  ruled  the  amendment  in  order.  Mr. 
Ewing,  of  Pennsylvania,  appealed.  And  the  ques- 
tion was  put,  shall  the  decision  of  the  chairman 
stand  as  the  Judgment  of  the  committee?  And  passed 
in  the  negative — Ayes  74,  noes  98. 

Mr.  Drotngoole  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and 
report  the  bill. 

Mr.  Gordon  desired  to  move  a  substitute  for  the 
whole  bill. 

The  Chair  said  that  Ihe  commitlee  had  just  decid- 
ed, by  a  vole  reversing  the  decision  of  the  chair,  that 
no  amendment  can  be  now  moved  lo  the  bill. 

Mr.  .dshmun  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and 
report  the  bill,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not 
pass. 

Mr.  Hamlin  moved  that  the  committee  report  that 
the  bill  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Drmngoote's  motion  being  first  in  order — The 
question  was  put  that  the  committee  rise  and  report 
the  bill  with  the  amendments.  The  motion  prevailed 
without  a  count;  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
accordingly. 

The  moment  the  Speaker  announced  the  report  of 
the  committee,  a  large  number  of  members  sprang 
for  the  floor.    The  chair  recognised — 

Mr.  Boyd  who  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Brodhead  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Starkiveather  inquired  of  the  chair  whether,  if 
the  bill  were  laid  on  the  table,  a  majority  could  take 
it  up  hereaflei.^ 

'Ihe  Speaker  answered  that  if  the  motion  were 
made  in  the  regular  order  of  business  such  a 
molion  was  in  order,  the  bill  could  be  taken  up  by 
the  vote  of  a  majority;  but  if  a  motion  were  made 
to  lake  it  up  out  of  the  regular  order  of  business  it 
would  require  a  vote  of  two-thirds  to  take  it  up. 

The  vole  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  then  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

Y£A:i-Messrs.  Abbot,  J.  Q.  Adams,  Arnold,  Ash- 
iiiuii,  liarriiiger.  Bell,  Jas.  Black,  Klanchard.  Brodhead, 
MiUon  Brown,  Butiington,  Wra.  VV.  Campbell,  John  H. 
L/ainpbell,  Carroll,  Cocke.  Collamer,  Cransioii,  Cn^zier, 
Culver,  Durragh,  Ganeli  Davis,  Delano,  Dixon,  Dreke- 
ly,  EJsul',  Erdnmn,  John  H.  Ewing,  Edwin  H.  Ewing, 
Fool,  Fosier,  Garvin,  Geniry,  Giddin^s,  CJrahani,  Gri. 
der,  Grinnell,  Hampton,  Harper,  Elia<  B.  Holmes 
John  VV.  Houston,  Samuel  D.  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hun- 
gerford,  Washing'on  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Int;ersoll,  Joseph 
R.  In^ersoll,  Jenkins,  Daniel  P.  King.  Le'ib  Lewis,  Le- 
vin, Long,  MeClean,  McGaughey,  McHenry,  Mcll- 
vaine.  Marsh,  Miller,  .Moseley,  Niven,  Pendleton,  Per- 
ry, Pollock,  Ramsey,  Ritier,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A. 
Kock«ell,  Root,  Runk,  Russell.  Schenck,  Seaman, 
Severance,  T.  Smith,  A.  Smilh,  C.  B.  Siniili,  Siephens, 
Sievyari.Siiohm.Sykes,  Thibodeaux,  Thoinasson.  Ben- 
jamin Thompson,  James  Thompson,  Tildeii,  Toombs, 
Trumbo,  Vance,  Vineon,  Wheaion,  White,  Wiiitnrop 
Woodruff;   Wright,  Young,  and  Yo»l-96. 

Nays — Messrs.  Stephen  Adams,  Anderson,  Atkin- 
son, Bayly,  Bedinger,  Benton,  Biggs,  James  A.  Black, 
Bowhi),  Boyd,  BrinkerhofT,  Brockenhrough,  William 
ti.  Brown,  Burl,  Caihcarl,  Anguslus  A.  Chapman, 
Reuben  Chapman,  Cha^e.  Cliipinan,  Clarke.  Cobb, 
Colliii,  Culkun,  Cunningham,  Daniel,  Dargan,  JeHersun 
Davis,  De  Molt,  Dobbin,  Douglass,  Dromgoolf,  Dun- 
liip,  Ellsw'oiili,  Faran,  Ficklin,  Fries,  (jiles,  Goodyear, 
Gordon,  Grover,  Hatnlin,  Haralson,  Harmanson,  lien, 
ley,  Hilliard.  Hoge,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hotigh, 
(jeorge  S.  Houston,  E.  W.  Hubard,  James  B.  Hiilii, 
Hunter,  James  H.  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson.  ..\ndrew 
Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Seuborn  Jones,  Kaufman, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Lawience,  Leake, 
La  Sere,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernaiid, 
McConnell,  McCrale,  Joseph  J.  McDowell,  James  Mc. 
Uowell,  McKay,  John  P.  Martin,  Barclay  Mariin, 
Morris,  Morse.  Muullon,  Norris,  Parish,  Puyiie,  Perrill, 
Phelps,  Pillshury,  Reid,  Relfe,  Rhetl,  Roberls,  Sawlelle, 
Sanver,  Scaininon,  Seddon,  Alexander  D.  Sims,  Leon- 
ard il.  Sims,  Simpson,  R'berl  Smith,  Thomas  Smith, 
Slanion,  Starkweather,  St.  Johe,  Sirong,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Thurnian,  Tibbais,  Towns,  Tredway,  Wick, 
Williams,  Wilinot,  Woodward,  Yancey — 112. 

[There  was  a  marked  sensation  in  the  bouse  pend- 
ing this  vote.] 

Mr.  Chapman,  of  Maryland,  stated  that  he  had 
not  voted  on  the  question  just  taken,  and  he  desired 
lo  stale  the  reason  he  had  not  done  so  was,  that  to 
oblige  his  colleague  Mr.  Ligon,  who  was  in  favor  of 
Ihe  bill,  and  who  had  been  ccmipellcd  suddenly  and 
unespecleilly  lo  leave  the  seal  of  government  in 
consequence  of  sickness  in  his  family,  to  pair  off 
with  him  and  to  abstain  from  voting  on  this  bill. — 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  hud  withheld  his 
vote,  though  very  inucti  ngainsl  his  wishes,  us  he 
vaa  exceedingly  desirous  lo  record  his  vote  against 
he  bill 


The  previous  question  was  now  ordered,  viz:  shall 
the  main  question  be  now  puL>  And  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  main  question  would  be  first  on  the  amend- 
ments and  then  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

The  amendments    were    read;  and   such    as  were 
not  requested  by  a  member  to  be  reserved   for  sepa- 
rate vole,  were  concurred  in  by  one  general  vote.  ' 
Duty  on  salt. — The   first   of  the  reserved   amend- 
ments was  on  concurring  with  the  commitlee  of  the 
vvhole  in  striking  out  salt   fiom    schedule   D,  which 
)  contains  the  list  of  articles  chargeable  with  duty  at 
I  the  rate  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem.     On  the 
question  to  concur  in   this  amendment,  the  yeas  and 
I  nays  were  as  follows: 

I      Ye.4s— Messrs.  Abboit,  John   Q.  Adams,  Anderson, 

I  -Arnold,  Aslimun,  Barringer,  Bell,  James    Black,  Blan- 

charri,  Bowlin,  BrinkerhofT,  Brockenhrough,  Brodhead, 

I  M.  Brown,  W.  W.  Campbell.  J   H.  Campbell,  Carroll, 

I  Cocke,  Collamer.  Cranston,  Crozier,  Culver,  Darragh, 

Garret  Davis,    Delano,   Dillingham,    Dixon,  Dockery, 

Douglass,  Dunlap,   Edsall,  Erdman,  J.  H.  Ewing,  E.  H. 

I  Ewing,  p'aran.  Foot,  Garvin,  Gentry,  Giddings.  Giles, 

!  Graham,  Grider,  Grinnell.  Hampton,  Harper,  Hilliard, 

I  Hoge,  E.    B.  Holmes,  J.   W.  Houston.  S.  D.  Hubbard, 

Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  C.  J   Ingersoll,  Jos.  R.  In- 

gersoll.  James  H.  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Daniel  P. 

King,   Leib,  Lewis,   Levin,  Long,   McClean,  McClel- 

I  land.  IVIcClernand,  Joseph  J.  McDowell,  MtGaughey, 

I  McHenry,  Mclivaine,  Marsh,  Miller,  Moseley,  Moul- 

ton,  Norris,  Pendleton,  Perrv.  Phelps,  Pollock,  Ramsey, 

Rell'e,  Rilier,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A  Rockwell,  Root, 

'  Runk.  Russell,  Sawyer,  Schenck,  Seaman,  Severance, 

■  Truman  Smith,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robert 

!  Smith,    Starkweather,    .'Stephens,    Stewart,    St.  John, 

j  Sirohm,  Sykcs,  Thibodeaux,  TImmasson,  B.  Thompeon, 

'  James  Thompson,  Tibbalts,  I'ilden,  Toombs,  Trumbo, 

i  Vance,  Vinton,  White,   Wilniot,    Winihrop,    Wright, 

Young,  Yost— 105. 

NiYS — Messrs.  Stephen  Adams,  .Atkinson,  Bayly, 
Bedinger,  Benion,  Biggs,  James  A.  Black,  Boyd,  Wm. 
G.  Brown,  Buffington,  Burt,  Cathcart,  Augustus  A. 
Chapman,  Chase,  Chipman,  Clarke,  Cobb,  Collin,  Con- 
stable, Cullorp,  Cunningham,  Daniel,  Dargan,  JefTeraon 
Davis,  De  Mott,  Dobbin,  Dromgnole,  Dunlap,  Ellsworih, 
Ficklin,  Foster,  Fries,  Goodyear,  Gordon,  Grover,  Ham- 
lin, Haralson,  Harmanson,  Hcnly,  Isaac  E.  Holmes, 
Hopkins,  Hough,  George  S.  Houston.  Edmund  W. 
Hubbard,  James  B.  Hum,  Hunter,  Jenkins,  Joseph 
Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Seaborn  Jones,  Kaufman, 
Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Lawrence,  Leake,  La  Sere, 
Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McConnell,  McCrate,  James  Mc- 
Dowell, McKay, 'J.  P.  Martin,  Barclay  Martin,  Morris, 
Morse,  Niven,  Parish,  Payne.  Perrill,  Pilsbury,  Rath- 
bun,  Reid,  Rlieit,  Roberts,  Sa«  telle.  Scammon,  Sed- 
don, Alexander  D.  Sims,  Leonard  H.  Sims,  Simpson, 
Thomas  Smith,  Stanton,  Strong,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Towns,  Tredway,  Wheaton,  Wick,  Williams,  Wood, 
Woodruff,  Woodward,  Yancey— 95. 
And  so  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr. //oiig/:  moved  to  reconsider.  M r.  Gen/ri/ in- 
quired if  the  gentleman  voted  in  the  affirmative. — 
Upon  examination  il  appeared  that  Mr.  H.  voted  with 
the  nays;  and  could  not  therefore  make  the  motion 
lo  reconsider.  The  molion  lo  reconsider  was  then 
made  by  Mr.  Relfe,  of  Missouri,  who  voted  with  the 
majority.  And  the  question  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  negative:  For  reconsideration  101; 
against,  105.  And  so  the  house  refused  to  reconsider. 
The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  proposes  to  insert  "salt"  in  the  list  of  articles 
which  may  be  imported  free  of  duty.  The  ques- 
tion to  concur  in  this  amendment  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  AbbotI,  John  Quincv  Adams,  Ander- 
son, Arnold,  Ashniun,  Barringer,  Be-ll,  James  Black, 
Blancharil,  Brinkerliuff,  Brodhead,  Miliou  Blown,  Buf- 
fington, WilUani  W.  Campbell,  John  H.  Campbell, 
Carroll,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Cranston,  Crozier,  Culver, 
Darragh,  Garret  Davis,  Delano,  Dillingham,  Diion, 
Dockery,  Edsall,  Erdman,  John  H.  Ewing,  Edwin  H 
Ewing,  Fool,  Foster,  Garvin,  Geniry,  Giddings.  Giles, 
tJruham,  Grider,  Grinnell,  Ham pion.  Harper,  Hilliard, 
lilias  B  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Samuel  D.  Hub- 
bard, Hudson,  Hungerlord,  Washinston  Hunt,  Charles 
J.  Iiiger.-oll,  J  .scph  R.  In^ersoll.  J.  H.  Johnson,  A. 
Jolinsou,  Daniel  P.  King,  Liub,  Lewis,  Levin,  Long, 
McClean,  McGaughey,  McHenry,  Mrllvoine,  Marsh, 
Miller,  Mosely,  Moulton,  Norris,  Pendleton,  Pollock, 
Raniscv,  Riiter,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  .A.  Rockwell, 
Root,  Runk,  Russell,  Schenck.  Seaman.  Severance, 
Truman  Smith.  Albert  Smilh,  Caleb  B.  Smilh,  Slark- 
weaiher,  Stephens,  Stewart,  St.  John,  Sirohni,  Sykes, 
I  hibodcaux,  Thomasson,  Benjamin  Thompson,  James 
Thoiiipson,  Tibbalts,  Tilden,  Toombs,  Trumbo,  Vance, 
Viiuon,  While.  Wilinol,  Winthrop,  WoodrulV,  Wrighl, 
Young,  Yost— 106, 

Nays— Messrs,  Siephen    Ad.ims,   Atkinson,    Bayly, 
Bcdiiigtr,  Benion,  Biggs,  James  A.  Black,  Bowlin,  Boyd, 
Brockenhrough,   William    G.   Brown,  Burt,  Caihcarl, 
AiigiisUis  A.Chnpman,  R.  Chapman, Chuse,  Chipman, 
Cinrke,  Cobb;  Collin,  (ionsiable,  CuUoni,  Cunninahnm, 
Daniel,  Dargan,   Jclferson    Davis,    De   Mott,   Dobbin, 
Douglass,  Diomgoole,  Dunlap.  Ellsworth,  Farnn,  Kick-  ' 
lin.  Fries,  Goodyear,  Gordon,  Grover,   Hamlin.   Ilaral- j 
.Mon,    Harmanson,    Henley,   Hoge,   Isaac   E.   Holmes,  • 
Hopkins,    Hough,    George  S.    Houston,    Edmund    W.  > 
Huhard,  Janice  B.  Hun!,  Hunter,  Joseph  Johnson,  Jon- 
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'Z'nSV'V   ?  '  •'i^"^"-   f^^^"'"    J'?"";    Koufman,  I  zier,  Culter,  Darragh,  Garret   Dafis,    Delano,  Dll- 


kins,  Georee   VV 

Kennedy, 

Lumpkin 

McCraie,  Joseph  J.  iMcDowell.Jnnies  McDowell, 
McKay,  Joiin  P.  Mariiii,  Biirclav  Martin,  M-rris, 
Morse.  Niven,  Parish.  Payne,  Perrill,  Phelps,  Pilsbiirv. 
Reid,  Relfe,    Rh.  It,  Roberis.  .Sawlelle,  Sawver,  Sc: 


_  Kdwin  H.  Kwinp,  Fool,  Foster,  Garvin, 
(ionliy,  Giil(li,ig.i,  Giles,  Graham,  Grider,  Grinriell, 
Hampton,  Harper,  Hillard,  E.  B.  Holmes,  J.  W. 
Houston,    S.    D.    Hubbard,    Hudson,    Hungerford, 


And  it  was  read  the  third  time  forthwiih. 

And.  under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question 
the  question  was  put,  shall  it  pass'  It  was  decukd  br 
yeas  rnd  nays  as  follows:  ■' 

Yeas  — Messrs.  Stephen  Adams,  Anderson  >\lkm- 
son,  Bayly,  Bediiiger,  Benton,  Biggs,  .las.  A.'iilacic 


tote,  and  he  would 


...  ,.         ,.        Sykes,  Thibodeaux,  Thomasson,  Benjamin   Thoinp- 

at-equ.  divsion  wanr:^:iu^:\nr;h^^u::;- ^ ,  i^;;.^:^" j^iR-' ^t";  k;^p!'w^' 

m    ZbZtJ^  nV^  If'  T-    ■.    ,     !  B«"linger,  Benton,  B.ggs,  James    A.    Black,  BoJim 

■naior'ilv  gentleman    vole  with  the  ;  Boyd,  Brockenbrough,  \Vm.  G.  Brown,  Bull,  Calh- 

Mr    La;,,,      I  „«i,..i  11  J    .1    .    ,     '  *""''■   Augustus   A.    Chapman,    Reuben    Chapman, 

,p.afc^;  voted  '""^  '  "  ""  '  ^"''^*''  Chipn.an,    Clarke,'  Cobb,  Collm,    Constable, 

The  question  «■>.  .h„„  .„i.„„  v, . ■  9'"°"''_  Cunningham,    Daniel,    Dnrjan,    Jfirerson 

the  motion 

over 

voted 

Ths  Speaker  staled    that   before    announcing   the  ,  George  S    Hi 
state  of  the  vole  just  taken,  it  was  due  to  the  house    Huntf  Hunte 


h«  „,,„..:,__,.,„  ,,,„     ,11,  .  '.uMom,    ounningnam,    Uaniel,    Uarjan,    Jcerson 

he  ques  lon  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  ,  Davis.  De  Moll,  Dubbin,  Douglass,  Dromgoole  Dun- 
IheTeaVndTv  MsV  „  ' l'",,""'^  i-ving  called  j  Up,  Ellsworth  Faran.'  F.ck'lm,F7;es  Goodyear, 
^lhejeaandnajl,st,and    the   member*  having  1  Gordon,    Grover,   Hamlin,   Haralson,   Harmanson! 


Hi.bard,  .lames  B.  Hunt,  Hunter,  James  II.  Johns 
Juseph  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Cwro.  W  Jones' 
Seaborn  Jone.s  Kaufman,  Kennedy,  Picslon  Kmg' 
Lawrence,  Leake,  La  Sere.  Lumpkin,  Maclay  Mc- 
Clelland, McClernand,  .McConncll.  .MfCr,ile  j.iseph 
J.  McDowell.  James  McDowell,  .McKay  JohnP 
Martin,  Barclay  Martin,  Morris.  Morse,  iMoullon.' 
Norns,  Parish  Payne,  Perrill,  Phelps,  Pilsbury 
Ralhbun,  Reid,  Relfe,  Khctt,  Roberls,  Sawlelle 
Sawyer,    Scammon,    Seddoii,    Alexander    D.  Sims' 


Henley,  Hoge,  Isaac    E.  Holmes,    Hopkins,  Hough, 

iton,  Edmund  W.  Hubard,  James  B. 

,1  .,«..,„.  •     .  ■    <•  J     L  '    --•-■■••^•.  Joseph  Johnson,    Andrew    Johnson, 

carefu     examin^  ,on"  ""^^""^    ,  ^"•  "^°"  1    ^'°'^'    ^^^   •'''"««'  S"''"^"  ^°"^^'  Kaufman,  Ken 
careiui   examination    of  the    list  of  yeas  and    nedv     p  ■-  -  ,  _     ' 


to  stale  that  h 

more 

najs  on    the    vole  on 

nays  and 

question 

was  lost, 

dered    bis 

true  state 

be — yeas 

salt   be  add 

in  the  affi 

The  Spi  _  .    ^ ...^^ 

subsequently  lo  that  vole  must  be  regarded  as  nifll 
SDd  void,  and  did  not  announce  the  result  of  the  vole 
CD  Mr.  Jenkins'  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  TibbaUs  then  moved  a  reconsideration   of  ih 
Tote  of  105   to    lOa,  by  which  salt  was  added  lo  th 


iN.AVs  — .Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Q.iincy  Aihims  Ar- 
nold, Ashmun,  Barringer,  Bell,  James  Black,  Itlan- 
-hard,   Biodhead,   Milton   Brown   Bi'lUnL-inn    U'l 


WIS, 

McHenry, 


And  so  salt  was  not  added  to  the  free  list.  McUvainc,  Marsh,  Miller,  Moselev    Pei  dielon   Per 

And  having  been  stricken  from  schedule  D,  it  will    ,y,  Pollock,  Ramsey,  Ril  er,  Julius  Rockve^    Jot, 

me  under  the  third  section  of  the   bill    which  en-    A.  Rockwell    Root     Runk    Russell    Scl        IS 

....>..  .u.   .o    lu;.,  oy  wnicn  sa«   was  added  lo  the    .„V!'^Lt"^  "'^"    h'    '^''t-^' -r^''^*'^''- ""''.P?,"'    n>^n.  Severance,  Truman  knith,  Alb.rt' Sm,,'h    C 

free  list.     The  yeas  and   nays  were  taken    and  were    °"  ^'.'/O"'''.  .»'»«^.jn'' merchandise,   not  specially     Jj.  Smith,   Stephens,  Stewart,   Slrohm    sfke,   Thi- 

a»  follows:         ^  ^  '  "^"'  I  P™'"^^'^  f°r  '"  'he  bill,  a  duty  ol  twenty  per  centum    bodeaux,   Thomasson,  Benjamin   Thon  ifson   jamel 

^'--— I  ad  valorem*  I  Thompson,  Tilden,  Toombs/Prumbo,  Vance  Vinton 

-The   next  of  the  reserved  amend.  iWhealon,    While,    Wintbrop,    Woodruli,    Wright' 
t   proposed    by  Mr.  Hog-e  to  the  filth    Young,  Yost— 94.  "rigni, 


E.  Yeas— Messrs.  Stephen  Adams.  Anderson.  Aikinson 
Bayly,  Bedin!.pr,  Benton,  Bigas,  James  A.  Black.  Bo«- 
hn,  Boyd,  Brockeiibrouali,  William  G.  Brown,  Burt, 
Cathcart,  Augustus  A.  ChapuKin.  R.,ubeii  Chapman, 
Chase,  Chipniaii,  Clarke,  Cob'i,  Collin,  Constable.  Cul- 
lom,  Cunmngliam,  Daniel,  D.irgun,  J.-fferson  Da 
De  Molt,  Dobliin,  Douelass,  Di 


valorem* 
j      Fish  bounties  - 

menls    was    Iha 
j  section,  which  proposes  a  total  repeal,  after  the  first  I 

day  of  December  next,  of  all  laws  granting  a  bounty, ! 
I  according  to  the  tonnage  thereof,  on  vessels  engag 


And  so  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  Faran(lo  clinch  the    vole)    moved  a  reconai- 

_-. romgoole,  Durilap.   Ells-  {  in  the  bank  and  cod    fisheries,  or    the    allowance'of  [  t:he"previous  nues'tion  ''rXsL,l"Jo''L  ""I  T'"'i°"uMf 

S":']",-.!"^?" •  F'<=kl.n.  Fries,  Gordon,  Grove_r,  Haiiiliu, }  drawback  on^salt  use.l  in  curing^  fish,  ou  llie  expor-  |  slands  fiilaMy  passld  '"  ""  """ 

A  shout  was  senl  up  by  the  anli-lariffiles,  a.inounc- 


Haralson,  Aaroianson,  Henley,  Hoge,  Isaac  E.  Hoime- 
Mopkins,  Hoiioh,  George  S.  Houston,  Edmund  W 
Hubard,  James  B.  Hunt,  Hunter,  Joseph  J.jhnson  An 
drew  Johnson,  George  VV.  Jones.  Seaborn  Jjnes,  Kauf- 


lation  thereof  from  the  United  Slates. 

The  question  of  concurrence  in    this   amendment 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  was  decided 


man,    Kennedy.'  PrSston  'KrirLawrere.  Leake!  La  I  "^^T^.Z^^'r  'T  ^'"^'"V"""'  "^°'  *?^'"''  "  '"^ 
Sere,   Lumpkin,    Maclay,   McClelland,    McClernand         All  other  ol  the  amendments  ol  the  commillee  of 
McConnell,    McCrate,   Joseph  J.    .McDowell,    Jaines  ^  ""^  ^h"'® '''*'"? ''"en  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  or- 
McDjwell,  .McKay,  John  P.  Martin,  Barclay   "Nfartin   I  dered  lo  a  third  reading. 

Morns,  Morse.  Norris.  Parish,  Payne.  Perrill,  Phelps!! _____ 

pilsbury,  Reid   Relfe,  Rhell,  Roberts,  S.iwtelle,  Sawyer,  i      *  VVtien  ihe  journal  was  read  m  the  house  on  Uie  6ih,    ,       ,  u-  ,     ,  

Bcammon,  beddon,  Alexander  D.  Sims,  Leonard  H.  i  Mr.  McGaugKey  moved  to  amend  the  record,  by  insert-  i  ""  -"P"",  "  "''"spered  pledge  to  slay  here  lill  Monday 
feims,SimpsohrhomasSmiih.  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  ;  ing  a  full  detail  of  what  did  occur,  instead  of  leaving  ,,'"'"■"'"*■'•  ''"',  "'','^',  "<=  «iil  pai-s  the  naval  bill.  We 
Strong,  Jacob -I  hompson.  Tiiiirman,  Tibbaiis,  Towns     otf  of  the  record,  all   ili.ii  occuried  from  ilie  period   Ihe  ' ''5*'^    ",""'   T         '"<=   debate,  pursuant  to  a  resolution 


ing  ihe  result. 

The  title  of  Ihe  bill  was  then  read  as  follows-— 
"An  act  repealing  the  duties  on  imports,  and  lor 
other  purposes." 

Mr.  Jindrew  Stewart  made  an  ineflecliial  effort  to 
get  Ihe  Ooor  lo  move   the  amendment  which  he  at- 


Treadway,    Whealon,    Wick,    Williams.    Woodward,  i  misiak,- „u^ 
Yancey-W.  I  decided    M 

^/'''f— -^lessrs.    Abbott,  John  Quincy    Adams,  .Ar-    appealed  In 
no  Id   Ashniuii,  Barringer,   Ht  II,  Jas.  Black,  Blanchard, !  his  appeal  was  laid  upon  the  table  by  a  vole  of  ayes  90 
\v      \w     -•     '^'■"dhead,    Milton    Brown,    Buffingion,  j  navs  b'J. 

VVm.  W.  Campbell,  John  II  Campbell,  Carroll,  Cocke.  The  practice  of  making  personal  explanations,  ii 
v^oiiamer,  Cranston,  Cro-ziL'r,  Culver,  Darragh,  Garret '  the  house  seems  to  be  coniins  rapidly  into  vafue  Oi 
mvis,  Delano,  Dillingham,  Di.xon,  D.ckery.  Eds.ill,  I  the  house  assembling  on  the  6ih,  Mr.  Brinkerhnff,  Mr 
t-rdman,  John  fL  Ewing,  Edwin  H.  Ewinc,  Fooi.Fos-  j  IVick,  Mr.  fiattfrun.and  fVaMnglon  Hunt,  each  wish 
/,'•  ^^',!"?r  Gentry,  Giddings,    Giles,  Graham,  Gnder,  j  ed  to  make  personal  explaiiation.t 

.Mr.  J.  IV.  Tibballs 


Grinnell.  Hampton,  Harper,  Hillard.  Elias   B   Holmes' 
John  W  Houston,  Samuel   D.  Hubb.ird,  Hudson.  Hun- 
gertord,  Washingion  Hum,  Charles  J  lugersoll,  Joseph 
K  Ingersoll,  James  H.  Johnson,  Daniel    P.  Kin<'.  Leib, 
Lewis,  Levin,  Long,  .McCI-nn,  .McGaughey.  MoHeiirv, 
Mcllvaine.  Marsh,  Miller,  Moseley,  Moulion,  Pendleton, 
Perry,  Pollock,  Ramsey.  Rii.er,   Julius  R,,ckuell,  John  ' 
A.Rockwell,   Root.  Runk.  Russell.  Sclienek.  Seaman  ' 
beverance,  'I'ruman  Sniiih,  Caleb  B.  Sm 
thor,  Stephens,   Slewari,    St.    John,    Sii 
Thibodeau.x,  Thomasson,  Benjamin  Thompson,  James  |  ,ion 
Thompson.  Tilden,  Toombs,  Trumbo,  Vance   Vinion 
While,  Wilmol,  Winthrop,  Woodruff;  Wrwhi,  Youn", 
Yost— 102:  "  ° 

And  so  Ihe  vole  was  reconsidered. 

And  the  question    was    again    immediately  put, 
"Shall   salt  be   added    lo  the   list  of  articles  whi 


rred,  Mntil  it  was  detected.  The  speaker  j  adopted  l''-<  ay,  and  are  voting  on  ihe  various  amend- 
McG's.  motion  to  be  out- of  order.  He  '"""^  "^  /  "  u^"*""  Pr^^"'ed-  We  are  sei.ding 
■he  deci.-ion.  Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Ashmun.  '  ,  """  F^""'  '>"'  eatables,  and  if  three  or  f  ur  i-f  our  fel- 
lows  do  not  break  their  faith,  we  shall  pass  the  bill  this 
day.  II  we  pass  the  tariff,  it  will  be  by  about  the  i  a' 
joniy  dtsclosed  on  the  voles  to-day,  fron,  three  lo  seven 
We  would  give  Pennsylvania  40  per  cent,  on  their  iron.' 
i(  they  would  ihen  vote  for  the  bill  W.^  in. -lii  even 
give  them  87  specific,  if  they  would  vote  tor  the  biH  -^ 
But  they  want  us  to    make    ihe  iron    duty   to  su.'t  ihem. 


a  note  addressed  to  ihe  editors  of,  and  published 
Natiimal  Intelligencer  of  the  7ih,  as 


blarkwea- 1  the  time   I   made  the  mot 


.  .-      r         1^     .     1      ■    I  a"d  then   Ihey  vote  against  the  lull— s,-e  Vin  in  G,i 
presentalive  from  Kentucky,  in    first.     I .;.««»  we  shall  alter  McKay's  bdl  by  la-— 


n  ihe  '  duly 
3  his  reasons  f 


he 


duly  on  wool  lo  equal  that  on  woollens  and    n,is3  u  bv 
from  three  to  seven  votes.     No,  I   do  iiol   believe  there 


may  be  imported  free  of  duly 
foil 


ch 
and  was  decided  as 


"Hal!  of  Representatives, 
"June  12,  184R,  2;  o'clock  P.  .)/. 

Ge.nts:  Well,  the  wings  and    discoiitenis   tried  tin 
Yeas — .Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Quincy  Adams,  An- 1  ''^^ds  on  us  in  the  way  of  bringing  about  an  a.ljoii 


members  strike  lor  higher  wage 
And  claim  more  'pay'  and  rations,      ' 
Ihey  damn  themselves  for  future  ages 
Be.yond  ull'pers'nal  explanations,'"' 
^^Lk.l^'I'L^T^','^'^,   '',r^=>«  applicable  to  Mr. 


derson,    Arnold,    Ashmun,   Barringer,"  Bell,"j'ame5i  i"^'"'  ''>'."'«  T""'  described  in  my  note  to  you  lo-day.  ;  Brlnkerh7,ff;\ns's,\nrihL\Tlr"ulZ  m','nl',',f,lT.';!  '''J' 
C^pbell,  C.„on,  coot.  CoUa«.r.^raoslop.  Cr.  ^ i^^Stl^^  ^f^^^Zt  Z  t^;.l^^:S  ,  --;  ^^MlS^^^^fiT^-^^iF  ^^' 
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tempted  to  eet  in  at  early    part   of  the  day;  but   he 
was  cut   off  by    the   previous   question,  which    was 
^  moved    by   Mr.    Cobb,  and   ur:der  its  operation    the 
'above  title  wos  arfopled. 

And  (to  clinch  it)  .Mr.  Tibhatts  moved  a  reconside- 
ration, which  was  refused. 

And  the  house  adjourned  until  Monday  ney.t,  ten 
o'clock. 

THE  TARIFF. 

IN  SENATE,  MONDAY,  JUNE   C,  1816. 

The  bill  from  the  house  entitled  "A  bill  reducing 
the  duties  on  imports,"  having  been  read  twice  by  its 
title- 
Mr.  Sevier,  moved  that  it  bs  printed  and  made  the 
special  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Evans,  expressed  a  hope  that  it  would  be  re- 
ferred to  the  appropriate  comiinllee— the  committee 
on  finance. 

Mr.  Sevier,  adverted  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
members  of  that  committee  (Mr.  Speight)  had  gone 
to  North  Carolina,  and  might  not  return  during  the 
present  session.  The  committee,  therefore,  being 
equally  divided,  could  hardly  be  expected  to  agree 
upon  a  report  in  case  the  bill  were  referred. 

Mr.  Evnns,  observed  that  the  same  objection  might 

■  apply  to  the  reference  of  all  other  business  to  the 
committee,  and  they  might  as  well  be  disbanded  at 
once. 

Mr.  Morelieail,sa\i  he  believed  it  was  the  first  time 
that  such  a  motion  had  ever  been  presented  to  the 
senate — a  motion  to  make  a  bill  of  this  magnitude  the 
special  order  for  a  particular  day  without  first  un- 
dergoing exaniination  by  a  coinmiUee:  a  bill  embrac- 
ing huiulreds  of  items,  all  of  (vhich.or  at  least  a 
very  large  number  of  which,  required  the  most  mi- 
nute investigation.  He  trusted  that  the  senate  was 
not  about  to  set  such  a  precedent  at  this.  He  trust- 
ed they  were  not  going  to  allow  a  matter  of  this  im- 
portance, a  mailer  in  which  the  whole  country  was 
deeply  interested,  to  be  made  the  order  of  the  day 
without  going  through  the  ordinary  channels  to  which 
even  the  most  unimportant  measures  of  legislation 
were  subjected.  What  was  it  that  rendered  so  sum- 
mary a  proceeding  necessar).'  It  was  not  one  of 
those  every  day  measures  which  might  be  presented 
to  the  consideration  of  the  senate  without  any  ex- 
amination. On  the  contrary,  it  was  a  measure  which 
was  about  to  revolutionize  the  country  to  its  very 
foundation.  Not  to  be  referred  to  a  committee! — 
Why,  (said  Mr.  M.)  I  trust  the  senate  will  see  at 
once  the  necessity  of  going  through  the  ordinary 
course.  If  one  of  the  members  of  the  finance  com- 
milleo  be  absent,  as  suggested  by  my  friend  opposite, 
why,  hi3  pl.icc  should  be  supplieu.  If  the  reference 
is  to  be  dispensed  with  in  this  instance,  the  commit- 
-  tee  might  as  well  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  every  subject  thai  can  arise. 

Mr.  Sfiiier,  said  he  thought  the  senator  Irom  Ken- 

■  lucky  might  very  rt ell  imagine  a  reason  for  having 
this  matter  disposed  of  as  speedily  as  possible.     The 

'    senator  had  lor  many   weeks  past  been  urgently  en- 
deavoring 10  fix  an  early  day  for  the  adjournment  of 
congress.       He  bad  invariably   voted  for  the  resolu- 
tion naming  the  earliest  day. 
Mr.  Mureliead.     Invariably. 

Mr.  Sevier.  And  yet  the  senator  was  desirous  of 
proc'.astinating  the  proceedings  of  the  senate  upon 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Morehead.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  Sevier.  If  this  questi  m  of  the  tariff  were  a 
new  question,  and  there  was  the  remotest  probabili- 
ty tnat  a  single  senator  would  change  his  opinion  or 
his  vole  in  consequence  of  any  exammation  he  might 
bestow  upon  il,  there  niighl  be  some  reason  for  de- 
lay, liul  Ihere  was  no  such  probabilily;  and  it  was 
desirable  that  Ihey  should  gel  this  matter  disponed  of 
bj  soon  as  possible  so  that  they  might  adjourn.  He 
was  de-irous  of  graliljing  his  Iriends  opposite,  by 
'  giving  Ihein  an  opportunity  if  they  fell  disposed  to 
make  ipeeclic=  upon  the  subject.  The  senator  had 
staled  itiat  there  were  hundreds  of  items  in  llie  bill 
to  be  examined.  Did  the  senator  suppose  ihil  it 
would  be  in  the  power  of  the  comniiUee  to  examine 
and  report  upon  all  these  ilem^?  This  matter  of  re- 
ferring subjects  of  this  kind  was  but  a  modern  move 
Dienl.  Uol  if  he  supposed  that  any  good  would  be 
done  bj  referring  il,  he  would  olfcr  no  opposition  to 
its  relerenee.  They  had  struggled  harJ  against  fix 
iug  a  day  for  adjournment  in  order  thai  this  matter 
might  fiiat  be  disposed  of.  And  now  that  they  had 
got  the  bill  they  were  'dispi-sed  to  act  proiiiplly,  so 
that  no  lime  should  be  unnecessarily  wasted.  'I'he 
committee  on  liuuuee  was  now,  in  consequence  of 
.  the  absence  ol'  llie  senator  from  Mississippi,  equally 
divided.  Hi'  Iriend  trom  Maine,  (Mr.  Eoans,)  who 
■  was  n  inenij  i  "''  ihii  committee,  was  a  lormidablc 
'  conib->i-.i'i,  .;-  ■•  I.  . -i  the  senator  from  Maryland, 
'•^:,l.j ^y,^    ..,.    <.'M   probability    was  lUal  they 


would  have  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  Ihe  bill 
back  from  the  committee.  He  thought  the  belter 
way  would  be,  their  ti'oe  beHv  ^nort,  to  fi::  upon  an 
early  day  for  the  discussion  of  llie  subject,  and  le( 
the  bill  be  printed,  and  the  details  be  examined  by 
senators  in  liieir  seats  without  reference  lo  the  com- 
mittee at  all 

Mr.  Jlllm,  said  the  necessity  for  the  motion  made 
by  his  honorable  friend  from  Arkansas  grew  out  of 
the  unavoidable  absence  of  a  member  of  the  com^ 
mittee  on  finance,  whose  absence  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  the  committee  to  make  any  report  what 
ever.  It  was  a  well-known  fact  that  the  remaining 
gentlemen  who  composed  the  committee,  four  in 
number,  were  equally  divided  in  opinion  upon  the 
fundamental  principles  involved  in  this  bill;  and  that, 
therefore,  it  would  be  impossible  lo  obtain  from  the 
committee  any  report  whatever,  except  the  fact  thai 
they  were  unable  to  a';ree. 

Mr.  Manguin,  suggested  that  the  vacancy  in  the 
committee  niiglil  be  easily  filled. 

Mr.  Allen,  continued.  He  spoke  of  the  fact  as  il 
now  existed.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  the 
senator  from  Arkansas.  He  was  in  favor  of  fixing 
an  early  day  for  taking  up  this  great  question,  fie 
did  not  remember  any  single  session  of  the  senate 
since  he  had  been  conversant  with  public  business 
when  so  many  deeply  interesting  questions  were 
crowded  within  so  short  a  remnant  of  the  ssssion. — 
It  could  not  he  supposed  that  they  would  remain  in 
session  more  than  a  very  few  weeks  longer;  and  upon 
the  senate  during  those  few  remaining  weeks  rested 
the  responsibility  of  passing  notonly  the  tariff,  but  the 
sub-treasury,  the  warehouse  bill,  Ihe  bill  for  the  gra- 
duation of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  as  well  as  the 
bill  which  recent  events  had  rendered  necessary  for 
the  government  of  our  territory  lying  upon  the  bor- 
der of  the  Paciiic.  All  these  extraordinary  mea- 
sures, as  well  as  much  of  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  session,  remained  lo  be  done.  No  measure  could 
be  more  important  than  one  which  related  lo  taxa- 
tion. This  great  measure,  which  had  divided  the 
opinions  of  the  public  so  lung,  was  thrown  into  the 
group  of  measures  which  were  now  thrust  upon  the 
senate  at  this  late  period,  when  necessarily  very  few 
weeks  of  the  session  remain.  For  these  reasons  it 
did  seem  to  him  that  the  very  salely  of  this  bill  must 
depend  upon  the  speedy  and  prompt  action  of  the 
senate  upon  it.  If  it  should  be  referred  lo  the  com- 
miltee,  they  could  do  no  more  than  propose  to  amend 
It.  And  tills  might  be  done  by  senators  on  either 
side  of  the  chamber.  A  reference  of  the  bill  at  tbis 
lime  would,  he  thought,  be  equivalent  to  a  defeat  of 
the  measure.  That  was  his  idea  upon  the  subject. 
.Mr.  Hunlingion,  said  he  had  uniformly  voted  for 
the  resolution  lixing  the  day  of  the  adjournment  of 
congress,  on  the  supposition  thai  all  the  business 
could  be  disposed  of  within  the  same  time  originally 
proposed.  And  the  gentlemen  who  were  now  so 
desirous  that  this  bill  should  not  be  referred  lo  the 
committee  tiad,  almost  all  of  them,  if  not  all,  op- 
posed that  resolution.  Now,  this  bill,  (said  Mr.  H.) 
v.'hiih  proposes  lo  alter  your  whole  system  of  col- 
leeliiig  duties  on  imports,  v\'hich  proposes  to  intro- 
duce an  entirely  new  system,  to  substitute  ad  valo- 
rem in  the  place  of  specific  duties,  embracing  hun- 
\lreds  of  items,  it  is  proposed  shall  be  discussed  by 
the  senate  without  any  previous  examination  by  a 
comniiltee  either  of  its  principles  or  details.  This 
was  an  unusual,  an  extraordinary  proceeding,  and 
calculated  lo  keep  from  the  senate  what  they 
ought  to  know,  and  what,  if  the  co.mmiltee  were  to 
do  iheir  duty,  Ihey  would  know.  Whal  dues  the  bill 
proless  to  Ut?  A  bill  lo  raise  revenue,  lo  raise  re 
venue  fur  a  slate  of  war,  when  the  expenses  of  the 
government  are  from  three  lo  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  a  day.  And  suppose  that  war  continues  any 
great  length  of  time,  wlijl  will  be  the  effect?  I  sub- 
mil  lo  the  senate  whether,  in  ordinary  limes,  and 
under  ordinarj  circumstances,  they  \j[uiild  not  think 
it  expedient  that  sucli  a  bill  as  this  should  undergo 
the  examinalion  of  a  conimiUee;  but  whal  are  the 
reasons  assigned  why  we  should  in  this  case  be  de- 
prived of  the  benehi  of  the  invcsligaiion  of  a  cum- 
millee.>  Why,  in  llie  first  place,  thai  it  will  pro- 
long Ihe  session.  But  if  genllcmcn  consider  a  bill,  of 
this  kind  so  important  for  llie  iuleresls  of  the  couii- 
iry,  why  should  nut  tune  be  taken  for  proper  delibe- 
ration? 

liut  il  is  said  by  the  senator  from  Ohio  that  wc 
have  other  ioiporlaul  measures  lo  attend  to.  Is  that 
a  reason  that  Uie  bill,  of  all  olhers,  should  not  receive 
the  same  allenlion  which  yll  others  have  received? 
Is  the  senate  lo  be  told  now  that,  because  these  im- 
portant measures  are  pending  before  this  body,  ana- 
Iher  measure,  infinitely  more  important  lo  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  is  to  be  alilied?  Why,  there  is 
so  much  more  the  reason  that  il  should  have  its  re- 
ference. Uut  the  senator  from  Ohio  says  it  is  useless 
to  riilef  il.    Useleat?    Why,  sii?    liecause,  h«  says, 


the  members  of  the  commilte.-i  are  equally  divided, 
in  consequnence  of  the  absence  of  the  senator  from 
Mississippi,  ^"'ell,  if  the  comrniltee  is  not  full,  no- 
thing is  more  easy  ihan  to  make  it  so.  1  will  ven- 
ture to  say  that  on  this  side  of  the  house  na  objec- 
tion will  be  ma^'e  to  i.iling  the  vacancy  in  the  cnin- 
mittee.  If  this  be  a  sutncient  reason  for  withhold- 
ing this  bill  from  the  commiilee,  you  had  better,  as 
was  remarked  by  the  senator  from  Maine,  disband 
your  comrnillee  at  once.  You  had  better  not  let 
them  have  any  tiling  to  do  with  any  of  the  great  fi- 
nancial questions.  1  v;anl  to  know  from  that  com- 
mittee how  they  think  this  measure  is  going  lo  affect 
the  great  interests  of  the  country.  You  are  about 
lo  change  your  entire  revenue  system,  although  it  is 
only  about  three  years  since  you  passed  a  tariff  law 
which  has  replenished  your  treasury;  and  1  want  lo 
know  whether  the  plan  which  you  are  going  lo  sub- 
stitute will  not  have  the  effect  of  making  it  bank- 
rupt. It  13  not  only  due  to  the  senate,  but  to  the 
country,  every  portion  of  which  will  be  materially 
affected  by  this  bill,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  that  we 
should  be  furnished  with  the  infcrmalion  we  require 
regarding  il  before  being  called  upon  to  give  it  our 
sanction. 

Mr.  Mangum,  said  the  reasons  assigned  for  not  giv- 
ing this  biU  the  ordinary  direction  were,  first,  the 
accidental  circumstance  of  the  comrnillee  not 
being  complete;  and,  secondly,  that  it  was  desir- 
able that  the  action  of  the  senate  should  be  had  upoi> 
the  bill,  in  order  that  the  adjournment  might  take 
place  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible.  In  the  latter 
proposition  he  concurred,  ami  be  was  disposed  lodo 
whatever  might  be  done  without  detriment  to  the 
public  business,  to  bring  the  session  to  a  close  at  the 
earliest  possible  period.  In  regard  to  the  first,  he 
would  say,  Ihe  committee  might  Ue  filled  temporari- 
ly. He  would  himself  move,  if  no  other  senator  did 
so,  that  the  chair  fill  the  vacancy  temporarily.  He 
could  assure  gentlemen  that  there  was  no  purpose 
on  this  side  to  procrastinate  and  prolong  debate  upon 
this  subject,  or  to  defer  the  final  action  of  the  se- 
nate— none.  But,  of  all  the  bills  that  came  before 
the  senate,  it  seemed  to  him  there  was  none  which 
so  necessarily  required  the  examinalion  of  a  com- 
millee.  Although  no  vote  might  be  changed  in  that 
body,  it  was  important  that  the  country  should  have 
the  information  wliich  would  be  elicited.  He  sup- 
posed thai  the  committee,  if  authorized  lo  sil  dur- 
ing ihe  Sittings  of  the  senate  each  day,  might  report 
by  Monday  next,  or  even  sooner.  That  would  de- 
pend on  the  energy  and  the  industry  of  the  commil- 
lec.  It  seemed  to  him,  however,  that  this  bill,  if  it 
became  a  law,  (as  it  was  apparent,  from  the  decla- 
ration of  the  senator  from  Arkansas,  that  he  felt 
quite  sure  it  would,)  will  work  an  entire  revolution 
in  the  .system  of  collecting  revenue  in  Ihe  U.  Stales. 
And,  at  a  period  like  Ibis,  was  Ihis  a  small  mailer? 

It  seems  to  me  (continued  .Mr.  M.)  thai  if  I  were 
occupying  the  posiiion  of  the  honorable  senator  from 
Arkansas  in  regard  to  this  bill,  desirous  as  he  is  Ihat 
this  mode  of  taxation,  proposed  now  for  the  first 
time  in  this  country,  should  be  adopted  and  carried 
into  practice;  it  seems  lo  me,  I  say,  thai  i  should  be 
desirous,  first,  that  il  should  undergo  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation, in  order  to  satisfy  lh.e  country,  as  he  him- 
self is  8ati^f^ed,  thai  the  revolution  is  lo  be  effected 
upon  sound,  principles.  As  to  Ihe  prolongation  of 
the  session  for  a  lew  days,  it  is,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment, a  matter  of  utter  insignificance  compared  with 
the  profound  feeling  of  anxiety  which  prevails  in 
regard  to  this  experimental  measure.  Those  who 
are  supposed  to  be  benefitted  by  the  syslein  as  it  now 
stands,  ought  lo  be  put  m  possession  of  the  argu- 
ments and  proofs  in  lavor  of  the  change.  It  is  well 
known  that  Ihis  bill  passed  through  the  other  body 
under  the  operation  of  the  g,ig-law:  very  few  of  the 
questions  involved  in  it  have  undergone  detailed  ex- 
aminalion. And  I  hope,  Ihcielore,  that  the  senate 
will  act  in  a  spirit  that  l^  due  lo  itself  and  wiih  pro- 
per deference  and  respoct  to  the  feelings  of  the 
country.  1  hope  ihe  bill  will  be  suffered  lo  j;o  to  the 
committee;  and,  if  so,  1  will  move  at  once  that  the 
commilleo  be  teiiiporarily  filled.  The  m.ijoi  ily  up- 
on the  cummiilee  will  ol  course  be  given  lo  Ihe 
other  side  of  Iho  house.  And  il  really  does  seem  lo 
me  that  Ihose  genlleinen  who  most  desire  the  pas- 
sage of  Ihe  bill  ought  to  be  in  favor  of  having  llie 
subject  thoroughly  invesligaled.  The  more  Ihorougb 
and  earnest  the  InvestigaUon  the  mure  filled  and  du- 
rable will  the  system  btcome. 

Mr.  Scuier,  said  he  would  modify  his  motion  so  as 
to  make  the  bill  ll.e  special  order  tor  Monday,  at  oiio 
o'cloi-k,  and  every  day  thereafter  until  finally  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  Lewis,  said  he  was  not  present  when  the  mo- 
lion  was  made.  He  happened,  at  the  moment,  lo  be 
in  the  committee  room;  but  it  was  a  motion  which 
he  himself  would  have  made  had  he  been  in  his  seat. 
lis  wQuM  have  made  it,  uol  a»  chairmaa  of  the  com- 
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mitlee  of  finanre,  but  as  an  individual  senator,  anx- 
ious for  the  pass-i^e  of  the  biM.  He  airned  with  the 
senator  from  Arkmsas  that  a  resolved  itself  ulmost 
into  a  question  of  time.  Under  present  ciroumstun- 
cea  it  appeard  to  iiim  thai  to  refer  tlio  matter  woiiM 
be  to  delay  it;  and  to  delay  it  was  to  defeat  it.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  talked  about  a  re- 
port being  raada  by  Monday  nex(;  but  he  thoii-ht  he 
would  be  but  little  enlighleiu-d  by  any  repoiH  that 
could  be  made  by  the  eoramillee.  Gentlemen  would 
get  more  enlighluument  upon  the  subject  from  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury' than  from  all 
the  reports  which  could  be  made  by  the  committee 
on  finance.  Besides,  time  was  important;  there  were 
many  important  measures  yet  to  be  acted  upon.  The 
sub-treasury,  the  warehouse  bill,  and  one  that  was 
hardly  less  impnrtanl,  the  graduation  bill;  and  there 
was  the  Oregon  bill,  besides  the  appropriation  bills 
which  he  not  yet  been  able  to  brini;  forward.  He 
had  been  waiting  for  the  senator  from  New  Vork  to 
get  his  warehouse  bill  through;  he  had  been  waning 
also  for  the  senator  from  Illinois  to  make  pro:;re^s 
with  his  graduation  bill,  which  he  had  been  sedu 
lously  endeavoring  to  get  forward.  And  yet  gentle- 
men who  ought  to  feel  themselves  responsible  for 
these  measures  did  not  vote  en  tiiasse  to  adjourn  over 
from  Thursday  to  Monday  of  last  week.  It  was  a 
matter  which  those  who  had  to  bear  the  responsibi- 
lity ought  to  look  to.  He  hoped  they  would  now  go 
diligently  to  business,  pass  the  graduation  bill  to-day; 
take  up  the  warehouse  bill  to-morrow,  and  pass  it 
or  reject  it  at  once;  and  then  proceed  to  some  of  the 
appropriation  bills;  and,  on  Monday  next  take  up  the 
tariff,  give  gentlemen  an  opportunity  to  discuss  it, 
and  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  every  day  until  it 
was  adopted.  He  was  in  favor  of  no  gag-law;  and 
he  hoped  that  no  mere  adherence  to  form  would  in- 
duce the  senate  to  vote  down  the  proposition  to  make 
this  bill  the  special  order  fur  Monday  next. 

Mr.  .Irclter,  said  he  was  totally  opposed  to  the  pro- 
posisition  of  the  senator  from  Arkansas.  What  was 
that  proposition?  It  was  that  (he  bill,  the  most  im- 
portant perhaps  ot  all  others  which  had  or  would 
come  under  the  legislation  of  congress  during  this 
session,  was  to  be  driven  through  the  senate  with- 
out the  possibility  of  suggesting  an  amendment. 

IVIr.  Sevier,  said  he  bad  made  his  motion  for  the 
Tery  purpose  ol  giving  time. 

iWr.  Archer,  protested  against  the  unusual  course 
which  was  pioposed  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  this 
bill. 

Mr.  Davis,  ditfered  from  the  honorable  genlleman 
opposite  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  a  reference  to  a 
committee.  His  general  iiipression  was  that  the 
body  was  en  .bled  to  act  with  greater  expedition 
when  tbej  had  the  report  of  a  commillee.  The  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  alluded  to  this  bill  as  one 
of  vast  importance— a  bill  involving  high  considera- 
tions. He  cheerfully  accorded  to  the  gentlemen 
that  It  was  an  miporlaut  measure,  and  one  frau"lit 
with  deep  interest  to  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
therefore  not  to  be  acted  upon  with  so  much  haste- 
Dot  to  be  rashly  adopted;  not  to  receive  the  concur- 
rence of  the  American  senate  without  full  delibera- 
tion. The  honorable  chairaian  of  the  cominttlso  on 
linance  said  if  you  refer  t!;e  bill  it  is  lost.  Lust' 
how?— by  deliberation?  If  you  slop  to  deliberate  the 
bill  IS  lost.  If  the  bill  is  to  be  lost  (said  Mr.  D.)  by 
deliberation  let  it  be  lost;  if  it  is  lu  be  lost  on  consi- 
derations of  this  description,  I  am  in  favor  of  losin^ 
It.  II  calm  deliberate  examination,  which  the  pub"- 
lic  interests  demand,  is  to  operate  lis  defeat  .vhy 
then  the  natural  consequence  is  that  it  ought 'lo  he 
defeated.  Is  not  this  great  'luestion  to  be  tesled  with 
deliberation?  Are  we  not  lo  be  allowed  to  look 
inlo  Its  character  through  the  agenev  usu..lly  em- 
ployed in  this  body?  If  i  unJerstanJ  the  amiu.,cia- 
lions  on  the  other  side,  they  anticipate  th^l  the  bill 
IS  destined  to  become  a  law.  Leave,  then,  the  re- 
sponsibility o(  making  it  su(,h  to  ihose  who  v„te  lor 
It.  In  Its  present  form  1  am  quite  sure  it  will  not 
get  mj  support.  As  has  been  observed,  it  proposes 
au  entire  change  in  the  financial  aliairs  of  the  cou.i- 
try;  and  not  only  the  financial  but  the  ordinary  trade 
and  business  ot  Ihe  country.  And  notwithslanding 
this,  genllemen  tell  us  we  will  not  step  to  deliberate 
upon  a  n.easure  of  this  descriunon.  Weil  1  bliall 
not  be  n?uch  disappointed  u  it  should  be  ihe  sense 
ul  the  senate  that  cjm.-uument  should  be  refused  al- 
though It  IS  the  long-eslablished  usage  of  tnis  bodv 
It  is  some»hat  extraordinai  v,  ho«ever,  that  tile 
opinions  entertained  by  gentkmeu  constiiutinK  the 
committee  should  be  assumed.  If  gentlemen  were 
alraid  to  trust  tne  committee,  they  had  it  in  their 
power  to  constitute  a  majority  uf  iheir  uwn  way  of 
Ibinkuig.  He  could  not  uinik  that  relusiug  lu  com- 
mit the  bill  would  hare  Ihe  etTect  of  ha!,tening  its 
passage.  ° 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  said  he  felt  exceeding- 
Ij  solicitous  thai  a  ygte  should  be  giveo  upoo   Uiis 


bill,  if  it  were  to  pass  in  any  form,  as  a  great  mea-  |  the  good  sense  and  the  pmctical  interest  of  the 
s.ire  req.iired.  They  all  knew  that  Ihe  subject  will,  country  v.ould  have  had  some  effect  upon  nnb iT 
ti,l"^'„  n  M  '  ^''""•/"'^■^«''  ':^'y  '"'fj'y  ="  this  I  opinion,  and  that  tho  lime  would  come'^when  tla 
time  into  public  consideration.  They  all  knew  that  subject  of  the  tariff,  which  had  hitherlo  be.-n  aei  at- 
uhile  a  P"'-l'on  of  the  people  ol  the  United  Slates  ed  belw,  en  the  two  exlromes  of  panics,  wood  cease 
thought  to  adopt  the  lani-uage  of  tac  chairman  of  the  I  to  bo  a  foot  ball  of  party  contest 


commillee  on  linance,  that  this  measure  was  one  ._ 
laling  not  merely  to  taxation  hut  to  liberty   iisclf. — 
There  was  another  portion  of  l!ic  people  who  thought 
lliat  there  was  no  practical   freedom    w  ilhout  some 
such  measure  as  Ihis  bill  sought  to  destroy.     He  had 


hoped  that  belween  these  two  condicting  opinions  the  I  Such  wT-re  his  hopes;  biri  II  ey  were  d     ,,- oyed 
rood    sense    of  conutpss  wmiM    l.n»o  .iuv,o„.i  c„.„„    , i...  :.  j^.       •      .    ■;   """""'"J"-" 


ense  of  congiess  would  have  devised  so..._ 
means  by  which  they  could  have  slood  on  common 
ground.  He  supposed  Ihat  if  Ibis  bill  had  come  to 
Ihe  senate  two  months  ago,  no  genlleman  on  the 
other  side  v.ould  have  hesitated  a  moment  about  re- 
ferring it  to  a  commillee.  Was  it  the  fault  of  the 
senate  that  it  had  not  come?  He  had  voted  against 
fixing  an  early  day  for  adjournment,  and  one  of  his 
principal  objects  in  thus  voting,  was  that  this  very 
bill  should  be  perfected  by  iis  friends,  and  be  acted 
upon  in  that  body  under  all  the  rules  which  govern- 
ed Iheir  dclilicrations.  Mr.  ./o/mson  argued  at  con- 
siderable leiiglli  in  favor  of  reference. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  on  finance  had  re- 
ferred lliem  lo  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. That  report,  he  believed,  asserted  that  this 
bill  would  raise  twenty  millions  of  dollars  per  an- 
num. Was  the  genlleman  prepared  to  believe  this 
because  the  secretary  said  so?  He  had  no  such  im- 
plicit failh  in  Mr.  Secretary  Walker.  He  wanted 
the  evidence.  He  could  not  help  thinking  that  gen- 
tlemen had  allowed  their  wishes  to  lead  them  astray. 
Mr.  Benton  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion making  the  bill  Ihe  order  of  the  day  for  Monday, 
and  opposed  to  its  reference.  If  it  were  sentio  the 
committee,  Ihey  would  have  no  time  lo  examine 
and  decide  upon  the  details,  but  wonk!  have  to  con- 
fine Iheir  report  to  the  principle  alone.  He  thought 
it  would  thereloie  be  utterly  useless  lo  refer  Ihe  bill 
to  the  committee.  The  belter  way  would  be  to  take 
it  up  and  proceed  wilb  its  consideralion,  item  by 
item.  It  was  a  measure  ol  great  moment,  and  re- 
quired deliberate  consideration. 

Mr.  J.  Jl/.  Clayton  raised  the  question  whether  the 
senate,  by  ordering  the  bill  to  a  second  reading,  by 
unanimous  consent,  as  had  been  done,  were  not  un- 
der the  necessity  of  referring  it  as  a  mailer  of  course, 
in  pursuance  of  an  invariable  practice  of  the  senate, 
that  when  a  bill  is  read  a  second  time  on  the  same 
day,  it  is  oone  with  a  view  to  Its  being  referred  lo  a 
co.ouiittee? 

Mr.  McDuJJie  disclaimed,  as  far  as  he  was  concern- 
ed, having  assented  lo  its  second  reading  with  any 
view  to  its  commitment;  nordid  he  believe  that  such 
was  the  object  of  any  gentleman  on  that  side.  It 
was  read,  he  said,  a  second  time,  lo  be  disposed  of 
as  Ihe  senate  thought  proper. 

Mr.  Sevier  said,  in  making  the  motion  to  rail  up 
the  bill,  he  did  so  for  Ihe  purpose  of  making  the  mo- 
tion which  he  had  made  at  a  later  stage  of  its  pro- 
gress. If  there  was  any  hardships  in  the  case,  or 
any  advantage  taken  of  genllemen  on  the  other  side, 
they  would  have  some  rigblto  complain;  but  this  was 
not  the  case.  \  ho  only  diQtrence  was  that,  by  lb- 
second  readii.g  of  Ihe  bill,  he  was  enabled  lo  make 
his  motion  to  day,  which  otherwise  he  would  have 
been  obliged  lo  postpone  until  to-morrow.  To  ovoid 
delay,  Ihey  proposed  to  put  the  bill  where  it  ought 
lo  be,  and  where  a  majurilj  could  control  it. 

Air.  Hannegan  said  he  should  vole  upon  this  ques- 
tion in  strict  conformity  to  the  course  he  had  hereto- 
fore pi.isued  ill  regard  to  other  mailers.  He  was 
o^po^ed  to  rtfemipg  the  hill  to  any  eoinmittee  for 
the  reasons  assigned  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
n-,iliee  en  finance  and  his  friends.  He  was  opposed 
to  it  because  they  had  no  guaranty  that  it  would  be 
reporud  back  in  a  month.  The  bill  should  receive 
his  =upport  wilhout  amenduienl  or  alteration.  It  con- 
tained at  least  one  great  principle  which  be  held  lo 
be  right,  and  that  was  ihe  exclusion  of  two  of  the 
most  objectionable  features  from  the  tariff  system— 
minimums  and  specific  dunes. 

Mr.  J^iUs  was  ip  favor  of  the  reference,  firsi,  be- 
cause it  was  the  usual  course  in  that  body;  and,  se- 
condly, because,  it  had  been  slat,  d  by  seveial  sena- 
tors, this  was  a  bill  which  required  the  exaininatiun 
ol  a  commillee.  It  was  almost  wholly  a  mailer  ot 
detail,  and  he  wished  the  subject  presented  in  such 
a  light,  It  possible,  Ihat  he  might  \ole  for  it.  As  il 
at  present  slood  he  was  not  in  la\  or  of  the  bill,  ntr 
would  It  be  approved  by  the  people  of  this  country. 
It  would  come  upon  lliem  by  surpri.-.e.  They  ex- 
pected no  such  n.easure  as  this.  He  had  fell  tnat  it 
would  be  Ihe  part  of  wisdom  to  let  Ihis  tualler  be 
passed  by  lor  another  year,  until  the  constquences  of 
the  war  in  which  we  were  now  involved  might  be 
clearly    known,  and    the    condition  of  their  finances 


party  i 

It  was  easy  to  foresee  tho  fate  of  this  measure  — 

There  probably  would  be  no  amcndmenis  tolerated: 

reference,  therefore,  wouhl  be.  of  little  importance. 

He  would  have  desiie.l  lo  see  il  amended  so   that  it 

would  guard  the  ordinary  inleivsts  of  the  country 

Such  were  his  hopes;  but  ihey  were  deslroyed.  Ho 
saw  Ihat  it  was  determined  that  the  bill  should  be 
forced  Ihroiigh  withonl  examination,  and  they  would 
he  driven  lo  Ihe  disagreeable  necessity  of  voting 
upon  it  as  il  stood.  In  such  a  case  he  should  not 
hesitate.  He  had  no  agency  in  making  ihe  law 
of  I8-I2;  ho  had  no  agency  in 'this;  indeed  he  might 
almost  say  congress  had  no  agency  in  il;  it  was  an 
executive  measure,  and  congress  was  merely  called 
on  to  register  it  by  their  votes,  liut  he  would  say 
to  Ins  friends  thai  peihaps  lliey  were  not  aware  of 
the  responsibility  of  passing  an  act  of  lliis  kind.  It 
was  not  a  lighi  subject.  If  that  bill  were  passed  it 
would  be  found  not  to  be  a  light  subject,  when  they 
came  back  here  one  or  two  years  hence  and  found 
an  exhausted  treasury,  a  di-lracted  govcinmcnt,  with 
the  necessity  of  making  a  loan  of  Iweiily  millions  of 
dollars.  Genllemen  would  then  begin  to  perceive  its 
etlects;  they  would  then  begin  lo  discover  how  de- 
structive it  was  to  the  best  interests  of  Ihe  country.— 
Those  interested  were  not  to  be  Irifled  with;  they 
were  not  to  be  made  the  sport  of  party  inllnenoes  or 
of  party  caprice;  and  Ihey  should  not  be  made  so  by 
his  vole.  That  vole  should  be  given  with  a  proper 
regard  to  the  interests  of  his  own  consUtucnls  and  of 
the  country  al  large.  The  time  would  come  when  ' 
the  present  law  would  be  repealed,  bul  the  repealing 
law  must  be  based  upon  no  new  experimental  prin- 
ciple. The  bill  he  supposed  would  lake  ils  course; 
he  should  lake  his.  He  would  stand  where  he  had 
ever  stood,  on  tariff  ground,  which  belong'-d  to  the 
democracy  of  the  north.  The  people  of  the  north 
knew  their  rights,  and  they  would  not  be  betrayed. 
He  would  endeavor  always,  so  far  as  ho  was  able, 
lo  carry  out  the  principles  of  the  northern  democra- 
cy. Those  principles  were  a  tariff  fur  revenue  with 
discrimination  for  protection.  Was  this  bill  based 
upon  those  principles?  He  was  inclined  to  think 
not.  He  was  inclined  lo  think  that  in  many  instances, 
it  disci  iminales  against  oroteclion.  It  had  no  unifirni 
principle  except  one,  and  that  was  the  ad  valorem 
principle.  He  could  not  sanction  it;  still  it  was  due 
to  the  subject  as  well  as  lo  the  country  that  it  should 
have  full  examinalion  and  full  discussion.  He  hop- 
ed, therefore,  il  would  be  referred. 

Mr.  Baghy  was  opposed  to  the  reference.  If  ho 
could  see  the  slightest  possibility  of  anv  good  arising 
from  the  reference  he  would  vole  "for  il,  bul  he 
thought  il  would  be  no  better  than  an  idle  form.  He 
was  prepared  to  take  this  bill  as  it  is,  not  because  he 
understood  all  ils  details,  but  because  he  did  as  he 
humbly  conceived,  understand  Ihe  great  principle 
involved  in  it,  viz.  a  reduction  of  taxation.  He  was 
m  lavor  of  thai  system  of  laxaliun  which  would  ope- 
rate the  most  lightly  on  the  great  body  of  tax  payers. 

Mr.  Simmons.  The  senator  from  Alabama  says  if 
any  good  would  result  from  the  reierence  he  would 
lote  lor  it. 

Mr.  Basby.  I  said  if  I  could  be  satisfied  that  any 
good  would  result  from  it. 

Mr.  Simmons.  Would  the  senator  not  like  lo  have 
the  opinion  of  ihe  commillee  as  to  the  amount  of  re- 
venue which  ihis  bill  IS  likely  lo  produce? 

Mr.  Bogtj  desired  lo  ask  the  senator  whether  in 
case  the  bill  were  referred, and  the  commiit.-e  should 
report  unanimously  in  favor  of  Ihe  bill  as  it  now 
stands,  he  would  then  vote  it? 

Mr.  Siinmois.  If  the  committee  were  to  report 
that  It  would  produce  twenty  eight  niillioi.s  of  dol- 
lars annually,  it  would  change  my  views  in  regard 
lo  it. 

Mr.  Biighy.     Would  il  change  your  vole? 

Mr.  Simmons.  Before  answering  thai,  1  would  like 
lo  go  a  little  inio  details.     [A  laugh.] 

After  a  few  observalions  from  Mr.  .Ji'/cn,  the  ques- 
lion  was  taken  on  Mr.  Sevier's  molion  to  make  the 
bill  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  nexl,  and  il  was 
carried,  yeas  24,  nays  -^2,  as  follow.-: 

YKAS— Messrs  Allen,  Ashley ,  Atchison,  lianby, 
Beulon,  Bieese,  Bright,  Calhoun,  Cass,  Chalmers 
Colquitt,  Uickmsun,  Kaiilield,  Hannegan,  Houston, 
Lewis,  iMcUuflie,  I'ennj  backer,  Rusk,  Scmple  .Se- 
vier, Tun, ey,  Weslcoll,  Vule— 24. 

NAVS— .Messrs.  Aicher,  Barrow,  Cilley,  John  ,M. 
Claylon,ThomasCl3yton,Corwin,Ciillci. den,  Davis, 
Evans,  Huntington,  Jarnagin,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
Johnson,  of  Md.,  Mangum,  Morehead,  Niles,  Pearce, 


Clearly  .known,  and    the   condition  of  their  finances    Phelps,   SitninoDS,   Sturgeon,  Upham,   Woodbridie 
be  ascetlained.    He  had  hoped,  fondly  hoped,  ibat  1—22;  "oouunase 
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FOREIuN. 

The  steamer  Britannia  left  Liverpool  on  the  19th 
June   anJ  arrived  at  Boston  on  the  4th  inst. 

The  corn  bill  passed  in  committee  of  the  v.hole 
of  the  House  of  Lords— ajes  13G,  najs  1U3,  majority 

33. 

The  crops.  Tht  Liverpool  Times  of  June  19  says 
"The  weather  during  the  last  forti.ijht  has  been  in- 
tensely, oppressively  hot — too  hot  to  move  or  almost 
lo  think.  But  the  growing  crops,  notwithstanding  the 
excessive  heal,  look  beautiful.  There  has  been  lit 
lie  rain,  but  the  dews  at  night  and  morn  have  been 
frequent  and  refreshing,  and  with  the  glorious  sun 
shine  above,  are  bringing  forward  the  produce  of  the 
fields  munificently.  The  harvest  promises  to  be  abun- 
dant, and,  whal  is  hardly  of  less  consequence,  early 
—the  earliest,  indeed,  for  years  past.  The  prospect 
for  the  English  fanner  is  cheerless,  but  he  has  to 
thank  his  loo  dear  friends,  the  monopolists,  for  it  all. 
An  immense  quantity  of  foreign  wheat  and  flour  will 
be  released  from  bond  at  the  low  relief  duty  when 
Ihe  Corn  Bill  has  passed,  and  this  will  be  thrown  on 
Ihe  market  just  as  the  agriculturist  is  sweeping 
the  produce  of  his  fields  into  the  granary.  Prices 
will  come  down,  there  will  he  an  agricultural  panic, 
and  the  cry  of  "the  Corn  Bill  has  done  il"  will  be 
raised. 

CoK.%'  MARKETS.  Liverpool  June  19.  Since  our  last 
ilitre  has  been  a  good  supply  of  free  wheat  bronaht  lo 
market  during  the  early  part  of  ihe  month,  prices  de- 
clined 4d.  per"70  lb.  on  wheat,  and  Is.  per  bbl.  on  flour. 
Indian  corn  is  lower,  having  receded  from  Is.  io2s.  per 
quarter  at  our  last  market.  With  the  exception  of  llie 
lailer,  there  was  an  improved  demand  lor  almost  all  Ihe 
articles  of  ihe  irade  on  llie  16tli  instant.  Influenced  by 
the  rise  in  London  on  the  previous  day,  frfsh  qualities  of 
free  wheat  assumed  rather  more  firmness  ihan  of  late, 
with  a  moderate  but  not  a  lively  demand,  and  realised  an 
advance  of  2d.  to  8d.  per  7U  Ih.  upon  the  rates  of  that 
day  week;  inferior  descriptions  remaining  wholly  unim- 
proved in  value.  Irish  and  duly  paid  Canadian  flour, 
beino  in  good  request,  cominanded  an  advance  of  Is. 
perbil.  Holders  of  bond  wheal,  requiring  liiaher  prices, 
no  sales  transpired.  Of  stales  flour,  however,  several 
furiher  parcels  liave  changed  hands,  New  Orleans,  Vir- 
pjnia  anrl  Philadelphia,  at  21s.  to  2l3.  6J.  and  western  at 
23s.  to  23s.  6d.  per  brl. 

The  impression  is  that  Sir  Robert  Peel  designs  lo  re- 
tire from  the  ministry  as  soon  as  ihe  corn  bill  becomes  a 
law.  Nothing  certain  on  ihe  subject  is  known  however. 

The  war  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
engro-sed  public  attention.  The  victories  of  the 
Americans  on  the  Rio  Griimle  had  changed  public 
feeling,  il  is  said,  both  in  England  and  France,  from 
sympathy  for  the  Mexicans,  into  contempt  for  the 
Mexicans.  They  do  the  Mexicans  injustice  in  thai 
case.  They  deserve  credit  rather  than  conleinpl, 
for  the  defence  Ihev  made. 

The  London  Times,  June  15,  says:  The  despatch- 
es of  General  Taylor  are  remarkable  for  their  suc- 
cinct energy,  and  ihi  absence  of  these  verbose  and 
grandiloqircnt  strains  which  we  are  accustomed  to 
meet  with  in  narratives  of  American  exploits.  He 
writes  like  a  man  of  sense,  skill,  and  courage;  and 
we  have  not  the  slightest  wish  to  detract  from  the 
honors  he  has  gallantly  earned  under  the  flag  of  his 
country.  Whatever  opinion  we  may  entertain  of  the 
causes  of  this  war,  and  of  the  political  motives  in 
which  il  originated;  the  behavior  of  the  American 
general  and  his  troops  deserve  to  be  judged  of  by  a 
much  higher  standard  than  the  policy  of  the  govein- 
nienl  which  il  is  their  duty  to  serve.  The  conduct 
of  the  Mexican  army,  on  the  contrary,  demonstrate 
the  utier  inability  of  that  government  to  prolecl  any 
portion  of  its  dominions  from  invasion;  and  il  de 
grades  the  descendants  of  the  Spanish  Americans 
still  lower  in  the  rank  of  nations. 

SvggtsUd  medintiun  between  ihe  United  Stales  and 
Mexico-  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  reply  given 
by  Lord  Aberdeen  lo  the  memorial  of  an  association 
interested  in   Mexican  afi'.iirs.     (Inserted  |>age  253.) 

"foieigii  office.  June  6//i,  IHAG.  Sir-—!  am  direct- 
ed by  the  iiailol  Abeideen  10  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  2d  iiist.,  in  which  you  call 
his  lord-hip's  attention  lo  llie  disastrous  results  which 
are  to  be  apprehended  from  the  hostilities  which 
have  brulicn  out  between  Hulled  Slates  ami  .Mexico. 
and  exjiress  a  hope  on  the  paituf  the  South  Ame- 
rican and  Mexican  Assucialion,  thai  Her  .Mjjesly's 
government  may  deem  il  expedient  lo  interpose  their 
good  oliices  in  order  to  efl'ect  a  reconciliation  be- 
Iween  those  two  governments. 

"1  am  to  stale  to  you  in  reply,  that  Her  Majesty's 
government  are  fully  conscious  of  all  the  evils  thai 
inu»l  alteiid  the  rupture  which  has  unfortunately 
taken  place  between  the  Uiiiled  Stales  and  .Mexico, 
nnd  csp  ■  I'lly  of  llie  fact  that  British  interests  can- 
I  l'..i'  I.  .1  ;)  r  mosl  deeply  from  sucli  a  state  of 
I      ,.        ,  -,  therefore,   be    well  assured  that 

I  v-.     .'  ^    'j'   „'.<vcrnmeut   will  watch  with  the  ut- 
;....>  .     'a:i:e  the  progress  of  evcuts,  and  will  omit 


no  favorable  opportunity  of  employing  their  best  ef- 
forts with  both  the  belligerents  in  order  to  calm  their 
animosities,  and  restore  peace  between  Ihe  two 
countries  1  am.  Sir.  your  most  cbedient,  humble 
servant.  (Signed)         H.  U.  ADDINGTON. 

J.  D.  Po«Ies,  R-q.,  chairman  of  the  South 

American  and  Mexican  Comniitlee." 

Rcyal  visits  The  German  papers  announce  thai 
the  emperors  of  Russia  and  Austria  and  the  king  of 
Prussia,  are  to  meet  at  Vienna  in  September  next. 

France.  Intelligence  from  Algiers  is  ofthe  usual 
character.  Tribes  have  revolted,  and  been  chastis- 
ed, and  punished. 

Lecomptt,  the  attempted  assassin  of  the  King,  has 
been  brought  to  trial,  condemned,  and  executed  as  a 
paraeide;  that  is  to  go  hare  foot  lo  Ihescaffbid,  wear- 
ing a  shirt  outside  his  dress,  and  to  have  his  head 
covered  with  a  black  veil,  lo  remain  standing  on  the 
scalPold  whilst  the  sentence  was  read  to  the  people, 
and  to  be  then  beheaded.  On  the  trial  he  stated  that 
he  had  no  accomplices,  and  was  not  the  tool  of  any 
political  faction. 

Paris,  June  15.  The  Journul  des  Debnts  lately  pub. 
lishfd  a  remarkable  article  on  the  state  of  affairs  be- 
tween Me.\ico  anil  ihe  United  Stales.  Our  cotempora- 
ry.says  an  Engli.-sh  paper,  asserts  that  Mr.  Polk  has  only 
eone  agoins.:  Mexico  lo  compensate  for  hie  defeat  in 
Oregon,  and  to  regain  populariiy.  It  iliinks  Mexico  is 
totally  unable  to  resist  ihe  United  Stales,  and  thai  exist, 
ing  hostilities  will  result  in  lis  dismemberment.  It  thinks 
that  Ih  '  stales  will  endeavor  lo  seize  the  Californias  to 
make  up  for  their  being  obliged  to  lose  Oregon,  and 
ihat  the  Californias  are  infiniiely  more  valuable.  It 
views  all  this  with  regret,  but  beyond  a  few  sneers  at 
Mr.  Polk,  for  whom  it  appears  to  have  cherished  the 
most  jirofound  contempt,  il  says  nothing  oflensive  to  the 
['nited  Slates.  Il  points  out  the  necessity  of  France 
and  England  interfering  in  the  mailer,  in  order  to  bring 
abinii  a  leconciiiaiion,  and  lu  prolecl  Mexico.  Ii  alleges 
thai  France  has  interests  at  stuke  in  Mexico  which  call 
promptly  for  such  interference. 

San'TA  Fe.  Messrs.  Bent,  St.  Vrain,  and  Folger, 
traders  to  New  Mexico,  for  whose  safety  there  had 
been  much  solicitude,  reached  St.  Louts  on  2sd  inst. 
all  safe.  They  left  Santa  Fe  on  the  27 th  May  at 
which  time  nothing  was  known  there  of  the  war  now 
existing.  Mr.  B.  in  a  conversation  with  Armijo  the 
commandant  of  New  Mexico,  did  learn  that  Gen. 
Urrea  was  on  his  route  to  Santa  Fe,  with  a  force 
of  from  three  to  five  thousand  men,  gathered  in  Sono- 
ra,  Zacatecas  and  Durango.  The  object  of  this  ex- 
pedition was  not  stated,  if  known,  by  Gov.  Akmijo; 
but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  presence  of  Gov. 
Urrea  there,  at  such  a  time,  was  the  result  of  his  or- 
ders from  the  Mexican  government,  and  with  an  in- 
tention to  resist  any  invasion  from  this  quarter — 
There  were  only  180  troops  in  Santa  Fe  at  the  time 
of  Mr.  Bent's  departure. 

Mr.  Bent  did  not  see  the  advance  party  ofthe  tra- 
ders, composed  of  one  of  the  Armijo's,  Speyei-s,  Col- 
burn,  and  others;  but  he  learned  from  a  company  of 
about  100  Mexicans,  who  were  out  hunting  buffalo, 
that  they  were  met  by  them  at  Sand,  near  Simarone, 
and  sixty  miles  from  Arkansas.  They  were  pushing 
on  with  great  rapidity,  travelling  at  the  rate  of  thirty 
to  forty  miles  per  day.  An  express  from  Independ- 
ence had  informed  him  ofthe  intention  to  send  a  de- 
tachment of  dragoons  to  stop  the  progress  of  Speyers, 
as  was  then  understood,  but  as  we  know,  of  all  the 
traders;  and  hence  the  rapidity  of  their  travelling.- 
So  intent  were  they  upon  getting  along  that  a  hun- 
dred extra  mules  were  purchased,  and  when  a  wa- 
gon broke  down  it  was  abondoned  in  the  road  after 
transferring  the  goods  to  another.  Capt.  Modr's  com- 
mand of  dragoons  were  met  on  the  17th  between  the 
Pawnee  Fork,  and  the  Caches  of  the  Arkansas.  He 
was  six  or  eight  days,  travel  behind  Speyer's  party, 
and  it  was  supposed  that  he  could  not  overtake 
them. 

Mr.  Howard,  the  gentleman  dispatched  by  Govern- 
ment on  a  special  mission  to  New  Mexico,  was  met 
iin  the  Itith,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Arkansas,  with 
his  pack-mules  broken  down.  He  had,  however,  dis- 
patched two  men  as  an  express  to  Santa  Fe  on  fresh 
mules,  and  they  were  expected  to  reach  there  iu 
nine  days.  From  thence  they  were  to  return  to  the 
foot  of  the  Taos  mountains,  where  Mr.  H.  was  to  a- 
wait  their  coming. 

Mr.  Bent  saw  on  the  route  one  hundred  and  thirty 
wagons  belonging  lo  the  traders.  He  met  two  long 
trains  of  provision  wagons — the  first  within  twenty 
miles  of  Council  Grove  and  the  other  at  Dragoon 
creek.  They  were  ordered  to  stop  at  Fort  Bent, 
where  it  is  understood  the  whole  expedition  will  ren- 
dezvous. The  party  arrived  at  VVestport  on  the  27ih, 
thirty  days  from  Santa  Fe.  Mr.  F.  P.  Blair  and 
George  Bent  were  left  at  Taos. 


The  St.  Louis  Republican  of  the  26th  ult.  has  the 
following  intelligence  respecting  the  military  move- 
ments in  that  quarter: 

"The  president  has  accepted  the  services  of  an- 
other regiment  of  mounted  volunteers,  and  a  sepa- 
rate ballalion  of  artillery,  lo  be  composed  of  liva 
companies.  These  troops  are  to  rendezvous  at  In- 
dependence, it  is  said,  by  the  first  of  August  next, 
and,  w  hatever  others  may  say  to  the  contr.iry,  arc  to 
reinforce  the  command  of  Col.  Kearney,  destined  to 
operate  against  New  Mexico.  The  president,  al- 
though he  has  no  more  authority,  under  our  law,  to 
do  it  than  we  have,  has  agreed  to  accept  the  services 
of  the  Hon.  Sterling  Price,  now  a  member  of  con- 
gress from  this  state,  as  colonel;  and  .Major  D.  D. 
Mitchell  and  Wm.  Gilpin  are  named  as  the  other 
field  officers  of  the  regiment. 

"We  hear  further,  thai  the  traders  who  have  gone 
ahead  of  the  expedition,  and  in  pursui'  of  whom 
Capt.  Moore's  command  of  dragoons  was  sent  for- 
ward, are  only  to  be  stopped  until  Col.  Kearney's 
force  can  pass  them.  He  is  to  precede  them,  if  it  be 
possible,  into  Santa  Fe.  they  will  follow,  each  in 
possession  of  his  own  property.  The  traders  will  be 
protected,  Mexicans  as  well  as  our  own  people;  but 
It  is  possible,  we  surmise,  that  the  duties  on  the 
goods  will  be  paid,  if  paid  at  all,  to  another  govern- 
menl  than  that  now  administered  by  .\rmijO." 


Gen.  Vrrea,  who,  it  is  said,  is  advancing  with  a  Pjrce 
of  from  three  to  five  thousand  men,  upon  Santa  Fe, 
with  a  view  of  defending  ihat  section  of  the  republic  of 
Mexico  from  invasion,  is  said  to  be  a  man  of  approved 
courage  and  military  capacity.  Should  he  make  his  ap- 
pearance lliere  in  lime  lo  avail  himself  of  the  best  point 
10  repel  invasion,  as  he,  doubtless,  has  dune,  he  may 
give  liio  force  under  ihe  command  of  Colonel  Kearney 
something  lo  do,  before  possession  of  New  Mexico  is 
oblained.  In  his  absence,  however,  and  wilh  the  ac- 
kowledged  disposition  of  Armijo  lo  sliow  the  Americans 
all  possible  favor,  very  little,  if  any,  oppositiLin  will  be 
made  to  ihe  entrance  of  Col.  Kearney  into  ihat  depart- 
ment of  Ihe  republic.  It  will  be,  we  suppose,  the  mid- 
dle orlaiierend  of  August  before  Colonel  Kearney  can 
cross  ihe  Rio  del  None,  and  Gen.  Urrea  has,  unques- 
tionably, full  lime  lo  prepare  for  his  reception.  The 
prospect  of  resistance,  only  gives  to  ihe  expedition  a 
little  mure  iiiieiesi,  and  all  eyes  will.be  henceforth  on  ihe 
walch  for  news  from  thai  quarter. 

[5!.  Louis  Repuh.  3d.. 

Expedition  for  Yucatan.  The  Philadelphia  Sentinel 
of  ihe  8ih  insl.,  slates  that 

"George  Washington  Dixon,  has  been  parading  our 
streets  iii  a. general's  uniform  lor  some  days  past,  repre- 
senting, il  is  snid,  that  "he  is  in  the  pay  of  the  govern- 
ment'* and  making  arrangeinenis  for  an  expediiion  to 
Yucatan." 

The  Washington  "Union,"  in  referring  the  subject, 
says:  *'We  deem  it  our  duty,  therefore,  lo  expose  the 
impostor.  ■  G.  W.  Dixon  has  no  commission,  an  I  no 
.species  of  authority  from  the  government  of  the  Llniied 
Scales.  We  warn  our  western  friends  to  beware  of 
such  an  imposition.  The  plan,  too,  which  i-,  here  at- 
tributed to  him  is  abhorrent  to  ihe  pi'licy  of  our  govern- 
ment. Com/ver  Yucatan!  Why  Yucatan  is  already 
independent  of  Mexico,  and  is  the  friend  of  the  United 
States.  We  have  no  disposilion  to  "annex  that  portion 
of  Mexico  10  the  (American)  constellaiion,'*  whether  it 
be  by  conquest  of  her  soil,  or  even  by  the  voluntary  con- 
seiil  of  her  people.  Let  no  man,  iherefore,  be  taken  in 
by  this  adventurer." 

The  plan  of  the  expedition  which  the  Union  speaks 
of  is  d(  scribed  by  ihe  Sentinel  as  follows: 

"The  movemeni  is  remark.ihle  on  many  accounts. — 
The  men  are  generally  resolute — tearless  fellows,  who 
\vilt  fall  head  up  wherever  ilie?  may  be  thrown — and 
iheir  objecls  are  iioi  nierely  to  lipfend  American  rights 
with  the  bayonei,  but  also  lo  revoluiiunize  Mexico  by 
means  of  pronunciamentns,  pamphlets,  &c.  Aided  by 
some  ol  our  best  mercantile  liouscs,  Gen.  Dixon  has  ai* 
ready  sent  on 
posi 


ily  seiii  on  a  priming  press,  types,  and  Spiuiish  com- 
iiiors  10  Laguira,  Y'ucaian,  wlitre  pan  cf^  the  compa- 
ny will  at  once  proceed,  and  there,  (where  popular  sen- 
linieiit  will  he  in  their  favor,  and  w  here  ihe  ceniral  go- 
vernmeni  of  Mexico  is  lea=l  powerful,)  these  dauntless 
fellows  w  ill  operate  with  greater  certainly  of  success 
ihan  ten  iimfi«  their  number  could  have  from  the  bayo- 
net alone.  Many  who  at  first  were  disposed  to  see  it 
chimerical,  now  see  its  feasibili'y,  and  see  also  that  ihese 
pioneers  will  ere  long  aitract  thousands  fruni  this  place.'' 


Public  land  bill.  The  debate  in  the  house  of  rcpre- 
sentalives  on  the  graduation  bill,  terminated  nl  2  o'clock 
Vfsterduy,  lOili  inst  ,  under  resolution  to  that  efleei. — 
Many  amendmonis  were  then  prop^ised  lo  the  senaio 
bill,  all  of  which  were  voied  down.  The  sennie  biil  was 
reporled  lo  the  house  without  amendment.  On  the  ques- 
tion, shall  the  bill  pass?   il  was  rejected,— ieas  8t,  nays 

Great  excitement  ensued.  Mr.  Daniel,  of  N.  Carn. 
lino,  moved  lo  reconsider  the  vote.  His  moiion  prevail- 
ed by  ihe  casting  vole  of  the  speaker.  The  excitement 
increased.  A  nndion  to  adjourn  was  now  made  and 
carried,— ayes  81,  nays  80,  the  opponenia  of  Ihe  bill 
voting  in  the  negative. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


The  Mirtliietst  F,oiilier.  —  U  any  reliance  is  to  be 
p!aci-d  n(iMn  ihe  last  accuiinU  lh;it  we  have  from  llie 
northwest,  aiiiJ  which  are  inserted  under  tlie  Iinlian 
journ  il  head,  Ihe  movement  of  wh^l  few  troops  were 
left  for  the  proiecti.in  of  liiat  frontier  will  be  very 
inoperative.  The  Delroif  .'Idvirliser  s3)9.: — ".Unor- 
der was  received  jesterday  by  Col.  Riley,  from  the 
war  department,  to  move  the  21  regiment  of  infan- 
try, stationed  on  the  frontier,  at  once  to  Point  Isabel, 
Texas.  Tlie  company  at  this  post  and  one  at  Fort 
Gratiot  will  march  forthwith.  Orders  have  been 
despalohed  to  the  companies  to  l^ake  Superior  to 
follow.  Company  C,  Caplam  Byrne,  stationed  al 
Mackinac,  will  remain  al  that  post.  The  other  com- 
panies are  at  Bulfalo,  Fort  Niagara,  and  Sackelts 
Harbor.  No  information  has  been  received  by  whom 
tbeir  places  are  to  be  supplied  on  the  frontier. 

The  Wabehocse  System— ^A  part  of  the  system 
of  anti-tHritf  measure-  now  before  congress,  is  cha- 
racterised by  the  Philadelphia  ^mtrican  Sentinel  (an 
administration  journal)  as  "British  all  over;  British 
workmen  are  lo  make  the  goods,  British  agents  to 
tell  them,  British  ships  are  lo  carry  them,  British 
carpenters,  riggers,  hlacksmilhs.&c.  are  to  build  the 
British  ships,  Briiish  captains  to  command  them,  and 
British  sailors  tu  man  them,  and  Ihe  only  thing  that 
is  American  connected  with  this  system,  is  that 
American  money  is  to  pay  for  this  British  device  to 
impoverish  our  country.  Our  American  merchants 
will  probably  then  not  import  on  iheir  own  account 
from  England,  and  may  have  no  occasion  for  building 
.^mfrican  vessels." 

Oregon  treaty.— An  official  letter  from  the  right 
honorable  Mr.  Pakenham,  addressed  lo  the  governor 
of  Bermudi,  dated  ]9ih  of  June,  is  published  in  Ihe 
Burmuda  Gazelle,  of  the  30ihv— announcing  that  he 
had  on  the  15ih  signed  a  treaty  which  had  been  ralir 
fied  by  the  U.  S  senate  by  a  vole  of  4t  to  14,  for  the 
settlement  of  the  Oregon  question,  and  which  signed 
by  the  president,  would  be  forwarded  to  England  by 
the  Great  Western,  on  the  25th. 

-Adjoubnme.n't  or  congress.  A  joirH  resolution  has 
passed  boih  liouses  by  decided  mujoriiies,  lo  close  ihe 
session  on  ihe  lOih  of  Augusi. 

TSE   WARE  HOUSE  BILL  HAS  PA.SSED  BOTH  HODSES.     This 

bill  has  been  reg.irded  as  no  iidjuiici  In  Ihe  anii-protec- 
live  tariff  bill,  an»)  is  colcniated  very  much  !o  accommo- 
date foreigners.  It  all.uvs  iliem  losend  injusl  wiiar  they 
please,  and  our  government  accommo  laies  whatever  il 
may  be,  wiih  warehouse  room — becomes  accouniahl.-  for 
safe  keeping— cliar:;ia  no  du'ies  on  ihe  goods  if  reship 
ped — and  leis  (hem  Iny  fiir  years  if  not  reshipped,  iviifi- 
out  requirine  the  payment  uf  any  duiies  uniii  ihe  market 
so  pleases  ihe  owner  that  lie  concludes  lo  emcr  ihem. 

Thf  Public  Land  Bill.  Pmseil,  the  U.  S.  Senate 
on  7th  inst.  by  a  vole  of  26  to  20-  The  Bill,  if  we 
mistake  not,  is  Mr.  Calhoun's  favorite  project  for 
disposing  of  the  public  lands.  An  amendment  pror 
posed  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Clayton  for  ceding  the  lands  at 
tht  end  of  nine  years,  to  the  States,  was  negatived, 
ayes  20  nays  27.  Mr.  Crittenden  proposed  that  a 
bill  of  Equity  might  be  filed  by  any  Slate  of  the  Uni- 
on, to  test  the  tenure  of  the  original  ownership  of  the 
lands  belonging  to  the  States.  Rejected;  ayes  17 
nays  27.  Mr.  C.  characterized  this  movement  as  re- 
sulting from  the  adoption  by  the  new  states  of  tlic 
Staiid-and-deliver  system,  to  which  he  never  would 
yield.  The  House  of  Representatives  were  at  the 
same  time  occupied  on  a  bill  wliieh  originated  in 
that  body,  for  graduating  the  price  kc.  of  the  public 
lands. 

PCBLIC    LAND   OH   GRADUATION   BILL. 

The  proccediiiiis  upon  this,  perliaps  ihe  most  perma. 
nenily  iinponant  bill  n.jw  before  coni^ie.s.s,  have  been  of 
the  mosi  exciimc  and  extraordinary  character,  wiihin 
the  week  pasi,  We  can  give  at  prcseni  but  a  very  brief  i 
abstraci  liiereof. 

The  bill,  as  ii  passed  the  senate,  was  reaarded  asoar- 
ryinioulesse  iiial^y,  ,VIr.  Cal'ioun'a  I  im^  cherished  and 
fovoritp  pr-ijeci  forihe  dispusiiion  .if  ilie  publ.c  lands.— 
The  hou-e  III  represen'aiives  had  been  busily  occupied 
io  debating  a  uradiiaiion  bill  of  tbeir  own,  tor  the  pas- 
Vot..  XX.  SiQ,  SO 


saee  of  which  ihe  friends  of  ihe  adminislralion  were 
exceediofily  ureeiii,  and  had.  by  resolution  determined 
In  close  the  deliaie  thereon  and  take  the  quefiion.nt  12 
o'clock  on  ihe  lUih  insluni.  Aecirdinnly  al  lliai  hour 
ihe  vouiig  in  C'lmniillecol  ihe  whole  commenced— and 
no  debaie  wiis  allowed  upon  ihe  several  amendineiiis 
propo.sed  The  result  wus.  ihai  (he  comuiiiiee  rose  and 
reporied  the  senate  bill,  wiili  certain  amendnienis,  to 
ihe  house. 

The  final  question  was  pn',  shall  Ihe  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed? 

Decided  in  the  negative,  nyes  84.  nays  98,  (noi  as  we 
h.-id  ii  m  our  last  number,  iur-efeii  from  inroruiaiion  ob- 
mined  alter  ihe  paper  hud  hem  made  up. 84  lo  S'J — and 
which  proved  lo  be  an  ermr.) 

The  rejection  of  ihe  bill  occasioned  great  exciiemeni 
in  tile  ho.ise — .\ller  some  lime, 

Mr.  Damtl,  nf  Nnrih  Carolina,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vule.  The  yens  and  na\s  were  called. and  appear- 
ed nyes  89,  iiays89.  By  ihe  casiinu  vote  of  ihe  speaker, 
the  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Collamer  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table. 

A  motion  to  adjourn,  was  now  made,  wliich  ihe 
friends  of  the  hill  opposed, — but  the  moiion  prevailed, 
ayes  81,  nays  SO. 

July  U. — The  speaker  announced  the  graduation  bill 
as  first  in  order,  as  ihe  unfinished  business. 

The  ques'ion  was  now  on  Mr.  Co/?amer's  motion  lo 
lay  the  whule  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr-  Cobb  moved  to  postpone  llie  bill  lo  Tuesday.— 
Tins  was  ruled  (lUl  of  order,  as  a  motion  was  pending 
10  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  lable,  and  thai  question 
was  put. 

iMr.  Benton  asked  lo  be  e.'tcused  from  voting.  He  said 
he  had  inadvertently  voted  on  the  last  question,  having 
agreed  with  his  fnend,  J.  C  Hunt,  of  Midi  >  who  had 
gone  10  the  sea  sh  >re,  to  p;iir  off  on  this  hill. 

The  house  refused  to  e.xeuse  Mr.  B.  from  voting. 

The  yeas  and  na\'S  on  lite  nioiinn  to  lay  the  whole 
-iibjeci  on  the  lable.  were  nuvv  taken,  and  stood,  ayes 
89.  nays  91. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  the  suhs'ittite  or 
amendineni  proposed  by  Mr.  0<46,  on  which  Mr  C 
had  demanflrd  ili^  previous  question. 

Mr  P.aniel  urged  Mr.  Cobb  in  withdraw  the  call,  so 
ihai  the  hill  rninlii  lay  over  until  M.indiiy.  Mr.  C.  con 
senied,  and  so  the  subject  was  disposed  of  fur  this  dny. 

The  state  111  e.xciieineni  during  the  whole  periud  oc 
copied  on  theee  and  viiri.'us  puiiils  of  order,  »Stc.,  which 
we  omit,  IS  said  .scMom  to  have  been  exceeded.  Loud 
complaints  are  made  by  the  opposition  journals,  of  the 
direct  personal  influence  ol  several  inetnbers  of  the 
pr»:sideui's  cabinet  being  e3(ercised  with  the  members 
during  the  period. 

Monday,  July  13.  The  subject  again  came  up  as 
the  order  of  the  day,  and  the  e.xcilemeni  was  speedily 
renewed. 

Mr.  Cobb  proposed  a  swhstiiute  for  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  McKay  oflered  an  atneiidnieni  lo  the  amendment, 
and  called  lor  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  house  sustained 
the  call 

Mr.  Rockwell,  of  Vt.,  moved  lo  Iny  the  whole  eubjecl  on 
ihe  lable.  On  ihis  moiion  the  yeas  and  nays  viere  calif  d, 
and  fl'od.  ayes  90.  uays  89.  The  speaker  casling  his 
vole,  dccitled  the  (question  in  the  negative. 

Mr  McKay's  iiuieiidnieni  was  then  tested  by  yeas 
and  nays  and  rejetted.  ayes  88,  nays  93. 

Mr.  Cobb's  substitute  whs  now,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
also  rejected,  ayes  87,  nays  95. 

The  house  was  then  for  some  lime  all  in  confusion. 

Mr.  Douglass  mnved  lo  reconsider  the  vole  by  which 
Mr.  McKay's  aniendmeni  was  rejected. 

The  speaker  decided  this  not  lo  he  in  order  withoul 
first  reconsiiiering  Mr.  Cobb's  aniendmeni. 

Mr.  Steiimrt  mnved  lo  l.iy  the  bill  on  the  table.  On 
this  llie  yeas  and  iia)s  stood,  ayes  90,  nays  92. 

Mr.  McClelland  moved  lo  reconsider  Mr.  Cobb's 
ameiidmenl  or  substitute.  On  this  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called,  ayes  90,  nays  90.  The  speaker  gave  the 
casting  vote  in  favor  of  recouMdering. 

Mr.  Douglass  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  rejecting 
Mr  Cobb's  amendment.  Ou  this  ihe  yeas  and  nays 
were  called,  ayts  91,  nays  89. 

Mr.  Ashnuin  moved  lo  lay  the  bill  on  '.he  table",  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays — 86  lo  92. 

Frequent  moiioiis  had  been  made  lo  adjourn;  a  mo- 
lion  to  that  effect  now  prevailed. 

The  house,  during  these  proceedings,  is  represented 
to  have  been  in  a  couliuued  stale  of  liifih  e.xciietnent  — 
Three  days  had  been  expended,  not  in  debate,  for  de- 
bate had  ceased,  under  resolution,  but  in  taking  yeas 
and  nnya,  in  squabbling  on  points  of  order,  in  al'empis  to 
have  decisions  r'considered,  &.C.,  &c.,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  now  as  undecided  as  ever. 

July  14.  On  the  house  being  called  to  order,  the 
speaker  announced  the  graduation  bill,  asunfinished  bu- 
siness, and  the  queslioii  pending  was,  whether  to  recon- 
sider the  previous  question  by  which  tfie  main  question 
wag  ordered  to  be  now  put. 


Mr.  McKay  withdrew  his  call  for  the  previous  question, 
and  asked  (or  a  call  of  the  houw,;— declared  out  ol  order. 
Various  expedients  were  now  resoried  i.io,  to  postpone 
the  question  uniil  more  members  should  come  in. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  at  length  .iguiii  lakeii,  on  Mr. 
Cohb's  suhsliiuie,  and  it  was  now  adopitd,  ayes  90.  noes 
86, 

The  next  qiicsiioa  was,  on  striking  out  ihc  wli"le  nftlic 
senate  bill,  and  suhsiitultng  Ihu  hill  pr..p.iK,'il  hv  Mr. 
Cobb,  u8  amended  by  ihe  udopiion  ot  Mr.  MiKan's 
ninendiHeni.     This  was  decided,  ayes  9"),  noes  88.      ' 

The  quesliun  now  cauie  ou  ihe  passage  of  lite  lnnd  bill 
as  thus  amended. 

On  ihiB  ihe  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows: 

Yeas— .Messrs.  Stephen  Adnnis,  Bayly,  Bedinoer 
Bings  James  A.  Black,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Briuk.rirolT 
Brockenbruugh,  William  G.  Brown.  Burt,  Caihcorr, 
Augustus  A.  Chapman,  Reuben  Chapman,  Chase. 
Cliipnian,  Clarke.  Cobb,  Collin,  Cullom,  Cummins. 
Cunningham.  Daniel,  D;irg(in,  Dobbin,  Douglas,",  Drom- 
goole,  Dunlup,  Faraii,  Ficklin,  Fries,  Giles,  Hauilin,  Ha  V 
ralson.  H'lilev,  Hoge,  If.i.kins,  H..ugh,  George  S'  'h! 
Houston,  E.  W.  Huhard,  Hunter,  James  H.  Johnson, 
Andrew  John.son,  George  W.  J.iups.  Kauhiian,  Leake, 
La  Sere,  List.iin  Maclay,  MrClelland,  MeClernund. 
McConnell.  McCrale,  Joseph  J.  McDowell  f:,Mies  Mc- 
Dowell, McKay,  John  P.  jMnriin,  B.nrclay  .Mnrim, 
Morris,  Morse.  Mcmlion,  Norris.  Owen,  Parish  Payne 
Perrill.  Phelps,  Pillshury,  Real,  Relfe,  Rhett.  Roberts; 
Sawlelle,  Sawyer  Scainnion.  Seddon,  Alexander  U, 
Suns,  Leonard  H.  Sims.  Sinip.»o.i,  Thomas  S.iiith, 
R  belt  Smith.  Stanton,  Slarkwrathcr,  .Simng.  Jacob 
Thompso  1,  Thuriiiaii,  Tibbats,  Tredwav,  Wenlworlli 
VVick,  Williams,  Wo.idward,  yauecy— li'2. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbot,  J.  Q.  Adams,  Arnold,  Ash- 
mun,  Barringer.  Bell,  Jas.  Flack.  HIauchard.  Brodhead, 
Milton  Brown.  Biiffington,  Win.  W.  Ca.npbell,  .lohu  11 
Campbell,  John  G.  Cliapniao,  Cocke.  C  iflanu-r,  Cr.ins." 
ton,  Cr.'jier.  Culver,  Darragh,  Gar  eit  Davis,  Do  Mult 
Dilliughaui.  Dixou.  Dickerv,  Edsall,  Ellsworth,  Krdiiinn 
.John  H.  Ewiug,  E  Iwin  II.  Ewing,  F.iot,  Fnster.  Garvin,' 
Gentry.  Gmdings,  Goodyear,  Gordon,  Graham,  Gri- 
der.  Grinned,  Gmver,  Hampton,  Harper.  Ella-  B. 
Holmes,  J. din  W  Hoii3i(,n.  Samuel  D  finbhard.  Hud- 
son, J.iseph  R.  Inger.soll.  Jcnki  is,  Danii-I  P.  Kin»  Pres- 
ton Kins;,  T.  B.  King.  Le;b  Lewis,  Lon.>,  .M'Clean, 
McHenry,  Mcllvain^.  Mar,li,  Miller,  Moseley,  Niven 
Pendletnir,  Radihun,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Roek- 
'vell.  Root,  Schenck,  Seaman,  Severance,  T.  Sniiih, 
A.  Smith,.  Stephens,  Stewart,  Sitohni,  Svkes.  Thibo- 
deoux,  James  Thompson,  Tilden,  Trumbo,  Vance 
Vinton,  Wheaion,  While,  Wilmot,  Winlhron  Wood- 
ruff Wri!.hi,  Young,  and  yosl-90. 

So  the  bill  p.-issed. 

Mr.  Hwiiig.  of  Pa.,  inquired  whether,  by  rule,  every 
meniber  vviihin  the  bar  »as  nol  required,  when  iiis  name 
was  called,  lo  give  his  vole?  The  speaker  replied  that 
such  was  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ewiiig  denred  that  the  rule  should  be  applied  lo 
his  colleague.  C.  J.  Ingcrsoll,  who  was  in  his  seal,  and 
had  not  voted. 

A  moiion  to  reconsider  the  vole  by  which  the  bill  had 
pas.'-ed,  was  now  made. 

_  A  moiion  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table  prevailed 

So  the  bill  as  amended,  was  returned  lo  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

On  the  ISih,  the  amendments  came  befire  the  senate. 

Mr.  Calhoun  made  some  spirited  remarks  in  oppnsiiion 
to  ihem  The  principles  of  the  bill  vvhich  had  induced 
him  In  support  it,  had  been  stricken  out,  and  as  it  now 
stood,  he  could  not  give  il  his  countenance  or  vole, 

Mr.  IVescott  and  Mr.  Atchison,  also,  opposed  the 
amendments 

Mr,  fJuuis  moved  lolay  the  bill  on  the  table.  Negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  lo  the  committee  on  public' 
lands. 

The  Washington  correspondcnl  of  the  Uni'cd  Slates 
Gii2ette  writes,  that  the  reason  for  the  extraordinary  anx- 
iety of  the  adminisiraiinn  (or  the  passage  of  the  public 
land  bill,  arises  from  the  fact,  ihai  there  is  an  under- 
,.tandiuEr  thai  ihe  vuies  of  certain  western  members  upon 
the  tariff  bill  are  dependent  upon  the  previous  passage  of 
liic  land  bill. 

ARUT     JOURKAL. 

Official— Jirmy  of  Occupation,  June  24,  IS-IG. 

"Some  volunleers  have  arrived  at  Brazos  Sjiiliago 
from  Tennessee,  presumed  lo  be  of  the  twelve  month* 
quota.  The  volunleers  which  previously  arrived 
Iroin  New  Orleans  have  nearly  all  moved  lo  Barita 
except  two  regimenls  in  this  place.  1  shall  bring 
them  up  the  river  as  soon  as  I  can  procure  transpor- 
tation, which  we  are  impatiently  awaiting.  The 
volunteers  from  Texas  are  encamped  near  Point  Isa- 
bel,  and  are  now  organizing  under  the  direction  of 
the  governor. 

"We  have  no  authentic  intelligence  from  the  iule- 
rior  of  Mexico.    The  army  at  LinareK  i«  believed 
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to  be  moling  towards  Monterey,  much   reduced  ini 
nbers  by   desertion   and  sitkness.     It  is  rumored 


KAVAL    SCHOOL    BOARD    OP    EXAMINERS. 

^■nnapolis,  Jilarylnhd,  July  }i,  16i6 
thai  Bustanienteisatthehead  of  ihegoTernmenl.and  !       Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  here       '     '     ' 
that  Paredes  is  advancing  with  a  large  force  to  this'  nf  midshipmen  who  have   passed   their  examiualion 
frontier  "  i  before  this  board,  the    names  being  arranged  in  the 

order  of  merit  which  has  been  assigned  them 


coilierF  and  laborers  employed  in  the  cuil  ruined  in 
Schuylkill  coonfy,  Pa.,  nqain'^l  the  pagsaae  of  the  bill  to 
h  the  list '  reduce  the  tariff.  Mr.  C.  ubsrrved  ihai  he  had  passed 
'  fiirou  h  the  region  from  which  this  petition  emanated, 
and  it  was  then  a  vast  wilderness.  Ii  now  had  40.(i0() 
people,  $30,000,000  c.npi'al.  50  miles  of  railroad  under 
sround,  and  gnve  emplnyment  to  a  vast  number  of  ves- 


PRESENT    FROM    THE    7th  V.  8.  rNFANTRT,  TO  THE  j       It  IS  proper  to  remark   that  the   qualification  atid    g^i^     jj  .[ng   bill  shouldbecome  a  law  ;iil   the-e  people 


A  list  of  mi'lshipmen  in  the  order  nf  rarik  assigned  them 
bv  theboard  of  examiners,  July  10, 1846. 


BALTIMORE    HIGH    SCHOOL 

Camp  of  the  llh  U-  Slnles  Infantry,      ^ 
On  the  Rio  del  A'or(e,  > 

Opposite  Mttlamoros,  June  21st,  1846  ) 
To  hl3  honor,  Col.  Jacob  G.  Davies, 

Major  of  Baltimore,  Md. 
Dear  Sir:  Understanding  that  one  of  the  High 
Schools  of  Balliroore  is  making  a  collection  of  curi- 
osities, I  lake  plersure  in  sending  through  you,  to  be 
presented  to  it,  a  sample  of  exploded  shells  and  round 
Bhol,  thrown  by  the  Mexicans  from  their  batteries 
opposite  this  place,  into  Fort  Brown,  during  its  bom 
bardmenl,  viz:  from  5  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  3d  of 
May,  till  5  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  9lh  of  the  same 
month  ultimo. 

It  may  be  interesting   to  you  to  say,  the  regiment 
to  which   I  am  attached,  the  7lh   infantry,  together 
with   one  company  of  the   2d  artillery,  commanded 
by  Captain  Lowd,  and  another  company  3d  artillery, 
comn.anded    by    Lieutenant    Bragg,  constituted    the 
garrison  of  Fort   Brown;  and   among  the  officers  in 
command  of  these  Croops,  a  number  are   natives  of 
Maryland— those  marked  with  a  *,  natives  of  Balti- 
more, viz:  placed  according  to  rank. 
Captain  p.  S.  Miles,*  7lh  infantry. 
"        A.  Drake,        5ih        " 
•'         II.  H-  Ross,      7lh         " 
1st  Lieut.  A.  Elzey,*  (formerly  Jones,)  2d  artil- 
lery. 

1st  Lieut.  H    LiTTt-E,*    7th  mfantrj. 
2d      "       L.  (Jantt,       7lh        " 
3d      "       IM.  J.T.  DANA,7lh       " 
Assistant  Surgeon,  L.  McPhail.* 
1  am.  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  ob't  serv'l, 
■  D.  S.  MILES, 

Captain  7th  infantry  U.  S.  A. 

The  Rank  and    File  of  the    Armt— All   the 

officers   wiih   wnom    we  have  conversed,  who  were     _^^  ^„.„„„  ,.., ,,.. 

engaged  at  Palo  Alio  and  Resaca  de  la  Paliua,  speak  i  ^j  ^^^  Miinday,  the  13ih  inst 

in  terms  of  the  greatest  enthusiasm  of  the  conduct  i      j.j,.,  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  led   the 


I  merit  of  Messrs.  R.  Aulick  and    R.  Savage  were   in    would  be  thrown  out  of  emplnyment  and  ruined 
the  estimation  of  the    board   so  precisely  equal,  thai '      -"      -^  '   ■'    ■  ■' -   --■•--   ■-_   ._r._.  _, 

it  was  lliought  admiisibic  to  determine  by  lot  who 
should  stand  number  one,  and  the  choice  fell  on  Mr. 
R.  Aulick.     Very  respectfully, 

LAWRENCE  KEARNEY, 
President  Board  of  Examiners. 
To  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  navy. 


No.         Nan 

1.  Richmond  Aulick, 

2.  Robert  Savage, 

3.  R.  A.Marr, 

4.  William  N.  Jeffer.«, 

5.  William  D   Ausim, 

6.  John  J.  Prinze, 

7.  Edward  bnnley,  Jr. 

8.  Edward  Simpson, 

9.  Wm.  G.  Temple, 
10  George  P.  Welsh, 
11.  S.  P.Carter, 

12    W^m.  Nelson, 

13.  Wm.  H.Smiih, 

14.  R  M.  .McArann, 
If-    C.  W.  Abv, 

16.  Charles  Dyer,  Jr. 

17.  Edward  C.  Sloul, 

18.  F   B.  Brand, 

19.  Reuben  Harris, 

20.  John  Wali-utt, 
21    J.  B.  McCauley, 
22.  Thomas  S.  Phelps. 


No.  Names. 

1  23.  John  Madigan, 

24.  A.  F.  Warley, 
I  25.  G.  V.  Dennislon, 

126.  Leonard  Paulding, 
27,  Geo.  A.  Sievens, 
2S.   F.  a.  Conover. 
1  29.  S.B    Elliott, 

30.   F.  Gregory, 
I  31.  Edward  Barrett, 
I  32.  John  W.  Bennett, 

33.  Peier  Waser, 
I  34.  .lohn  P.  Hall, 
I  3.-..  H.  C.  Blake, 

36:  Clark  H.  Wells, 
I  37.  S.  B.  Qu,ackenbush, 
I  38.  Earl  English, 

39.  Charles  Waddell, 
I  40.  D.  Ochiltree, 
I  41,  J.  M.  Bradford, 
I  42.  R.  B.  Lowry, 

43.  F.  P.  Whellock. 


THE    TARIFF 


All  eyes  are  now  indeed  directed  to  the  United  Stales 

nate.     The  debate    in  that   body  upon  the  bill  which 

d  the  house  of  represenia lives,  was  commenc- 


has  pa 


of  the  rank  and  tile  on  those  trying  occasions.  Not 
only  did  the  men  behave  well  in  the  fiiht,  but  they 
manifested  the  utmost  anxiety  to  gel  into  il.  Lieut. 
Crittenden  related  several  incidents  to  us  which 
places  the  conduct  of  privates  and  non-commissioned 
officers  in  the  most  favorable  aspect.  After  Colonel 
Mcintosh  had  been  wounded  oii  the  8lh,  one  of  the 
men  was  detailed  to  take  charge  of  him.  He  com- 
plained bilterly-  Ue  loved  his  colonel,  he  said,  and 
would  be  proud  to  nurse  and  lake  care  of  him;  but 
be  did  not  like  to  lose  his  chance  in  another  light, 
and  begged  to  be  excused.  One  of  the  corporals 
was  wounded  by  a  ball  in  the  forehead,  which  at 
first  looked  as  if  it  would    prove  fatal.     He  pressed 


ay,  and  occupied 
so  much  of  the  day  as  was  devoted  to  the  subject,  in  a 
speech  in  favor  ot  the  bill. 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  (whig)  replied  to  Mr.  Lewis, 
in  a  ,'pecch  which  occupied  three  hours,  on  Tuesday. 
He  is  said  to  have  e.xpcised  some  of  Mr.  Lewis'  errors, 
in  the  way  of  esiimaics  and  calculations,  v/ith  great  ef- 
fect. 

Mr.  Lewis  explained  how  he  fell  into  the  errors  which 
Mr.  Evans  had  commented  on. 

It  waa  not  whilst  the  tariff  bill  was  before  thg  senate, 
but  upon  an  occasion  of  presenting  a  memorial  against 
the  new  tariff  bill,  that  Mr.  WEEiTER  on  the  same  day 
addressed  the  senate,  in  regard  lo  that  measure. 

Qn  Wednesday  the  15ih,  Mr.  IVebxtei-  presented  a 
memorial  (rom  manufacturers  ol  copper,  respecting  the 
duly  on  raw  copper,  proposed   by  the  new  tariff.    The 


his  hand  to  his  head  and  said  •■!  am  hurt,  1  aft^^f"  j  pejjtjon  slates  that  13,000,000  pounds  of  cupper  are  now 
tally  hurt."  Then  reflecting,  he  said— "No  I  ain't;  1  i  annually  consumed  in  the  United  Slates,  one  half  in 
am  good  for  something  yet!"  He  then  bound  up  his  j^,^  copper  as  iinporied  Irom  Chili,  and  paid  for  'jy  ten 
head  with  his  handkerchief,  went  into  tiie  light,  and  1  or  twelve  millions  of  yards  of  cotion  goods.  Under  the 
«3  d  his  duty  like  a  man.  By  this  time,  however,  his  1  present  law.  raw  and  sheeting  copper  are  both  free  of 
head  had  swollen  greatly,  and  he  was  forced  by  his  duly.  The  new  bill  proposes  a  tarifl  of  five  per  cent, 
"fficers  to  Place  himself  in  the  hands  ot  the  surgeon,  on  raw  copper  while  sheeting  remains  free  under  the 
nmcers  to  DiacB  .mi  the  delachmenl  com-    Prfsent  law.     Without  proieciion,  the  sheeMng  copper 

the  deULBmenl  com    !  [.„„g,„„^d  ,„  ,|,j,  Un„ed   Siaies,  though   England  .ends 
more  than  hall,  with  the  advantage  ol  five  per  cent,  pro- 


officers  lo  place 

This  noble   fellow    is   now 

manded  by  Capt.  Marcy   and  Lieut.  CrUtenden,  and 

leaves  with  them  to  day. 

Alter  the  battles  of  the  9lh,  when  more  hot  work 
was  expecteo,  L'cut.  Crittenden  and  his  men — or 
what  remained  of  them,  fur  he  bad  suflered  severely 
in  these  engagements — were  bivouacked  on  a  spot 
near  the  river.  Early  in  tlie  eveniug  he  was  called 
upon  by  Lieut.  Hays,  of  this  stale,  who  had  receiv- 
ed an  order  Irom  General  'i'aylor  to  cross  the  river 
in  the  morning.  Ten  of  the  best  men  were  required 
for  a  duly  then  believed  to  be  lull  ol  peril,  and 
Lieut.  Hays  wguled  lo  know  if  he  could  obtain  this 
sort  of  meUl  in  the  ranks  of  Criitendep's  company. 
The  latter  thought  he  coijld  accommodale  liitii.:t- 
Most  ol  his  men  were  lying  on  the  ground  asleep,  or 
overcome  with  fatigue.  \\it  woke  Ihpm  up.  "Men," 
said  he,  "Mr.  Hays  wants  len  d^iring  cool  fellows  to 
cross  the  river  with  hiin  in  the  morning.  All  who 
are  willing  to  go  w  ill  rise— though  all  must  be  aware 
thai  It  IS  an  enterprise  full  of  danger."  Every  man 
jumind  to  his  feet  in  u  moment!  A  selection  hud  to 
be  made,  however.  Those  who  were  not  taken  were 
loud  in  their  complaints,  and  one  of  the  sergeanla 
came  lo  CriUonden  several  times  during  the  evening, 
and  begged  lo  be  detailed.  His  lieutenant  told  him 
that  privates  not  officers  were  required.  "O,  never 
mind,"  euid  ihe  sergianl,  "you'll  find  that  I  will  play 
the  private  very  well." 

U  it  wonderlul  that  against  such  a  spirit  the  best 
troops,  and  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  llie  toe, 
were  unuiyailing-  [I',nns,jhanian  of  Monday. 


posed,  will  furnish  all 
The  impori  at  present  is  from  Chili,  raw     6,500.000  lbs 
From  linglund,  in  sheets  3.600,000    " 

Do.  in  casks  1,000,000    ■' 

United  States  mines  500,000    " 

Old  copper,  from  all  quartets  1,000.000    " 

Tlip  petition  requesis  ihai  raw  copper  in  all  its  lorms 
may  be  placed  amono  ihe  free  articles,  or  Ihai  10  per 
cent,  be  placed  upon  sheeiing  copper. 

Sir.  IVvlrsler  moved  thai  Ihe  memorial  be  primed. 
Mr.  Hei'ier  moved  lo  refer  the  question  of  printing  lo 
die  priiiiiiig  coniiniilec. 

Mr.  Ifeli'lT  sajd  the  motion  w(|S  ^n  extraordinary 
one.  The  memorial  is  on  a  yery  imporlsnt  stibjecl,  aiifj 
the  petitioners  opglil  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Sevier  said,  petiiious  of  ihis  kind  would  be  pour- 
ing 111  hum  all  pans  of  the  couniry.  1  hey  were  intend- 
pd  lo  inriuence  the  action  of  the  senate  or  rai.se  a  punio. 
He  should  oppose  printing  any  ot  ihem.  I'he  tariff  bill 
would  raise  clamor  and  uproar  in  every  workshop  in 
the  country  and  the  seimle  would  be  inundaled  w  ilh  pe- 
titions. 

Mr.  IVebster  said  the  senator  from  Arkansas  had 
Iruly  staled  ihc  effect  of  the  hill  Clamor  and  uproar 
would  be  raised  in  every  v\'ork3hop  in  ihe  whole  Icngih 
I  and  breadth  of  the  coniilry.  Bui  if  these  men  were  lo 
t  die,  tell  ihcni  lo  die  game — die  prote.'>ii,ig  agaiiisi  the  in- 
Blrunient  ol  their  deiiili. 

After  furilier  dcbaie,  ilie  motion  to  print  was  referred 
to  the  prininia  commilioe 

i\1r.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  ibon  presented  a  similar 
pciiiion.  wliicl»tO"k  the  same  course. 

iVlr.  <'«/(irroii  presented  a  number  of  memorials  from 


Mr.  C.  moved  iliai  ihe  peliiions  be  referred  to  the 
commiitee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Mclhiffie  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  ihe  lable. 
Lost,  14  to  20. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Ihe  moiion  to  refer  to 
the  committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Speight  opposed  the  motion.  He  could  not  see 
what  putpose  the  senate  had  in  refusing  lo  let  ihe  peti- 
tion be  laid  upon  the  lable,  when  ihe  finance  coftimitlee 
had  not  the  subject  before  them.  The  bill  was  before 
ihesennie,  and  what  was  ihe  use  of  referring  ilie  peliiioufl 
Mr.  Cameron  said  the  reason  why  he  mnved  Ihe  re- 
terence  was  thai  he  desired  ihe  commiiipe  on  finance  lo 
examine  into  this  subjpct  and  refie^i  upon  ii,  and  not 
act  with  such  ir.decent  haste.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  seen 
persona  near  the  head  of  the  government  besieging  the 
senate  and  the  house  ever  s.nce  the  subject  had  been  up, 
Mr.  Levis.  And  mimufacturers  luu. 
Mr.  Cameron  said  the  niannfaciurers  came  here  he- 
cause  llieir  inleresis  vvere  in  jeopardy.  But  tiiey  came 
here  only  to  see  those  interests  sacrificed,  and  were  not 
even  listened  to. 

Tile  moiion  to  refer  lo  the  commitlee  on  finance  pre- 
vailed by  a  vote  of  24  to  1 1. 

On  the  tariff  bill  again  coming  up  in  the  senate  for 
debate,  i\Ir.  £vops  resumed  and  concluded  his  argu- 
ment agai:  St  the  bill,  and  in  favor  nf  the  tariff  of  1842. 
On  enquiry,  whether  the  friends  of  the  bill  intended 
further  to  discuss  it,  Mr.  Lewis  iniimaled  thai  he  knew 
of  but  one  senaior  in  favor  of  ihe  bill  that  had  any  in- 
tention to  speak. 

Mr.  Davis,  ol  Massachusetts,  moved  that  the  further 
consideration  of  ihe  bill  be  postponed  till  to-morrow,  12 
o'clock. 

Messrs.  Lewis  and  Sevier  hoped  that,  as  ihe  senate 
jvas  full,  ihe  voie  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  might  now 
be  taken,  without  furiher  discussion. 

The  veas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  to 
postpone  was  carried  by  the  following  vote: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Btnfon,  Herrien,  Ca- 
meron, Thos.  Clayton,  John  M.  Clayion.  Cilley,CrilIen- 
den,  Davis,  Daynui,  Evans,  Greene,  Huiuington,  Jar- 
negin,  J.ihnson,  of  La..  Johnson,  of  Md.,  Manguin,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Niles,  Phelps,  Simmons,  Sturgeon,  Up- 
ham,  Webster,  Wood  bridge— 27. 

Nays— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchinson,  Aiherton, 
Bagbv,  Bree.se,  Bright,  Burk,  Calhoun,  Cass,  Chalmers, 
Colquili,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Fairfield,  Hannegan,  Hous- 
ion,  Lewis,  McUuffie,  Penneybacker,  Sevier,  Speighl, 
Turney,  Wescoii— 24. 

July  15.  Mr.  Dix  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
impurlers  of  silk  in  New  York  against  ad  valorem  du- 
ties on  silks-  and  ad  valorem  duties  generally,  andjinuvcd 
10  lay  the  niemori:il  on  the  table. 

Mr.  H'ebaler  moved  to  refrr  it  lo  ihe  commitlee  on 
printing.  He  wondered  why  the  senaior  from  N.  York, 
in  presenlig  such  a  petition,  was  noi  afraid  ihat  he  would 
fall  under  the  charge  of  panic  making.  The  memorial 
was  so  referred. 

JJr.  IVebsler  then  submitted,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  chairman  of  finance,  an  abstract  prepared  from 
treasury  documenis  and  siaiements,  mnde  by  the  chir. 
man,  and  estimaled  iheron,  showing  thai  Ihe  new  tariff 
bill  upon  imponaiions  as  large  as  lliai  of  last  yenr,  would 
produce  a  net  revenue  of  only  about  $19,500,000.  and  m 
order  10  raise  $21,000,000  we  must  import  $45,000, 1'OO 
addiiiunal 

Mr.  Cameron  presented  sundry  petitions  against  the 
repeal  of  ihe  tariff  tf  1842,  which  were  referred  lo  the 
commiitee  on  finance. 


Effect  OF  the  tariff  ON  bread  stuffs.  The  ailvo- 
ctttes  of  what  ihey  call  "free  trade,"— by  the  way,  "  hat 
we  should  siyle  "free  trade,''  would  include  oiher  am. 
cles  besides  bread  stuffs,- lohacco,  for  instance,  which 
the  dear  loveis  of  "free  trade''  appear  to  consider  quiie 
out  ol  the  question;— "free  irade"  in  tobacco,  or  sugar, 
and  many  oiher  of  our  staple  products  is  noi  for  a  mo- 
men  i  countenanced,  or  supposed  lu  belong  lo  commerce 
in  Ihe  case; — on  ihat  point  we  American  advocates  for 
Trcipi-ocili/  in  "free  trade"'  must  be  blind, — "'seeing,  we 
musi  ste  not.  and  hearing,  we  must  hear  not," — of  any 
right  to  "ftee  trade"  extending  lo  such  articles  as  are 
r.ot  LNRisrENsABLE  to  ilie  Briiish  interests,  and  corres- 
pond lo  their  aeliiiiiion  of  "|ree  trade.''  We  were  about 
10  say  ihot  ihe  advocates  of  "free  trade,"  so-cu/W,  as 
the  Quakers  say  in  such  cases,  arc  ailempliiig  to  e.Nhi- 
bii  uuvaiituges  as  alieajy  derived  lo  this  couniiy 
fi-ni  the  pr.'posed  mouificalion  of  the  tariff.  As  for  ex- 
ample, the  New  Y'ork  cnrrespondenl  of  ihe  Washing- 
ton "Union"  says:  "'I'lie  increase  in  ihe  export  of  flour 
from  the  port  of  New  York,  from  ihe  Isl  of  Januniv  lo 
llic  lafi  of  June  the  present,  (he  says)  exceeds  tlun  A 
1846  by  237,437  bbls.  The  increase  in  lhee.\r"riol 
corn  umounicd  to 435,911  bushels.  'l"he  incica.se  m  ihe 
export  of  wheal  amounlrd,  at  the  same  liine,  to  261,- 
29j  busluls.  This  great  increase  was  enhanced  l.y  two 
causes— firsl,  bv  ihe  reduclions  made  in  llie  Briiisn  la- 
rift',  combined  wiih  ihe  prospecis  of  scarcity  in  ihe  Bri- 
lish  purls.  Now,  suppose  lliis  augmented  surplus,  which 
leli  the  country  in  search  of  a  niarkei,  had  been  retain- 
ed in  the  conniry,  depending  upon  a  home  deinand, , 
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;e    fanners  sliiiiM. 

■  ijreater  and  better 

been  the   present 


I  holds  out  under  this  broilina;  sun,  I  «hdll  go   into  an 
exatnination  of  all  its  deltiils.     A  bill  so  dangerous 
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principles,  so   rash,  and    we    mij^ht  say  so  in- ,  nmkes  a  displiiy  nf  Mr.  Petfl's 


I  temperate  in  its  provi'ion*i,  may  well  be  calculated 
to  produce  throughout  the  country  alarm, distress,  and 
I  anxiety.  The  proposition  of  ad  valorem  dultci  as  an  ' 
I  enliic  principle  was  a  bold  one,  ami  one  he  had  lie- 


trade 


py 


f  showinq:  off  how  e.\cccdinj;  mnjeruln  ihe  duties 
are  under  it,  nnd  of  recomnicndins  it  as  a  patcru  tor 
Amorionns  to  imilale 

We  are  to  go  to  school  it  seeniB,  and  take  lessons 


wh'o'i  >'i..  ■>!>  iifieture-      i-.v    ■.! 
ii.id'^rt  IP  ii  iit.ic  iv."  larilT.if  1S12,  b' 
than  the   riri!i:;n,  >vlial    woul  I    b:i»c- 
m.irket  valu?  of  the  abnv-  ariiol.s?" 

Tne  price  ol  fl  >nr,  nad  this  2!7.437  barrels  been  Kept 
at  home,  if  no  other  fiieisn  market  could  have  been 
fouoil  for  any  part  o(  it,  if  all  of  it  had  remained  in  thi9 

bmc:;?;k^uly  it"  mn^h '"""''  '"  "'■'"  °'  ""^"  '''""'  I  ve;'i;.^;;'h;:;;;i'i;}^„M"i;;;';;,uir;;;,i;sTsaJ^  l  "^-n  (>o.u.01d  MoHier  liri,ain.in-rela.,;i.  t„  oo,„n,cr<» 

"^rr:!?s;^^^Lio„.    Itisa  bad  rule  they  say,    principle,  though  he    had  h^a^i    it  defended  by  .he    -'i:-;;:"-^- ^^^ -,;• -^  ^^.-'-^^^ 

thai  won't  work  both  ways.     Will  this  wriier  in  favor  |  loungers  ab'.ut  the  custom  houses.  ^vhich  shn  .'nce  aiiempi.-d   lo  ha'iiinor  int..  t!ie  thick 

of  British  interests  lorlhe  Onion  answer-  In    the    progress   of  the  bill    he  did  not  intend    to  Ukulls  of  her  Yankee  projjeiiy,  "that  ilie   Anicricaiia 

"Ho>v   much   hi;her  would   flour  be  if  we  had  have  |  trouble  the  senate  with  any  amendmeiils.     He  had    should  nevei   be  allowed  10  manufacture  so  iiinrh  as  a 

talien  off  produrersnr  ffo'ir  enonuh  to  have  mide  the  j  hoped   and  still   hoped   that  some   leadinff  member    hoh-nail  f.r  ihem-elves."  and  which,  though  she  failed 

w  0/  doi/ars  worib   ol  cotton  goods  we  ;  „  „,g    opposite    side    would    take    hold    of  this  M"  *<•«(  mio  u^  yet  to  this  day  she  has  never  ceased  tJ 

I'Lb''  TJr^t.?"?ZTJ.Zt''''"^hrc»l    subject     in   a     statesmanlike    manner,    and '<=""?  t',',  the  Harhn?  ohiect,  nor  fii'       - 


thirteen   miU> 

bOU^h'   last     Ve-ill       uei    u.*  IlilVB    lUl  Ulis»>ri  lu   una,  aiiu    |  .       Cllhip 

see  whelherlhe  home  market  is  not  worth  having.  1  gt^e"     5""J<^      ,,,.,,,  , 

The  table  of  prices  ot  wlieai,  which  the  wrfter  has  I  ""'1"=  such  alterations  in  the  system  proposed 
given  in  another  place,  are  not  h..nest.  Why  take  1S37,  I  as  the  interests  of  the  country  demanded.  The 
when  we  imp.iried  wheat?  Why  uoi  lake  the  Sih  of  ,  memorial  1  noiv  present  is  snjiied  b\  every  importer 
July,  1^13,  when   the  laritF  hnd   been   in  operaiioii  one  |  of  dry  goods  in  the  city  of  Boston.     It  remonstrates 

year,  and   the  Sih   .Tuly,  l^lo,  af:er  it  had  been  in  force  j  earnestly  against  the  ad  .plinn  of  the  ad  rahrem  »ys-  i  worTds.-all.  all   have  been    in  constant  and  uiKvasine 
four  years?     The  pri.'e  would  then  hr  91.17  el?,  against  [  lem  of  laying  revenue  as  injurious  to  their  business.  I  requisition,  and  are  so  at  this  vr,y  hour,  exeiiin;,'  every 

' The  member  from  Alabama   had  said  but  yesterday  I  nerve  to  Conx.  wheedle,  C£U"le,  hrih",  or  iiiinilui^r7:is  hest 

that  no   body    but   the   manufacturers  opposed  this  |  they  can,  their  perverse  oH'spnoL'.  so  a-i  10  efli'ci,  as  fai 


...  iled  for  one  mome'it  to 

LXeri  all  the  tnlleuta  of  h»r  ablest  staiesmer.  and  diplo- 
I  ni'iiists,  all  the  ingenuity  of  her  "lords  of  the  loom."Bnd 
I  "inoaopiilists  of  mainifae.iuros,''  all  the  iuHueuce  of  im- 
I  men«e  money  capital,  all  the  cunciencious  contrivances 
of  lior  thousands  of  agents  sirewed   throiudioui  ilie  tw(> 


$1.00,  and  not  SI  70  cts.  against  90:i95  els  ,  as  the  table 
shows  by  couirasiing  1S37  and  1.945. 

The  prodnciion  of  gram  has  outrun  consumption,  or 
at  least,  has  been  increased  so  much  as  to  put  down, 
and  keep  down,  prices  f  ;r  ibe  fuiure 

But  W'hat  are  the  notorious  facts  iu  relition  to  the 
point  at  issue?  Is  there  one  single  Aniencan  so  blind- 
and  ignorant  as  not  to  know,  that  it  was  the  extraordi- 
nary failure  of  the   last 

was  the  sturtling  alarm  (.ir  feirof  aeiual  starvation,  tha 
led  lo  the  adoption  of  their  new  "com  bill,"  if  it  be  adopt- 
ed? Is  there  a  man  amongst  us  thai  bflieves  that  in  ine 
common  run  of  years,  when  crops  do  not  fail  in  Europe, 
any  considerable  amount  o(  Hour  will  be  shipped  to 
England  from  this  country?  What  evidnce  have  we 
before  us?     ^Vhy,  notwithstanding  tite  unusual  pressure 


system.     He  now  saw  every    importer  of  dry  goods 
in  Boston  petitioning  congress  against  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Webster  complained  of  the  unheard  of  man- 
ner in  which  this  bill  was  before  the  senate.  Never 
in  peace  or  in  war  had  sucli  a  bill  as  this  been  oon- 
crop  in  Europe, — that  it  |  sidered  without  reference  lo  a  committee.  Tlic  me- 
morialisls  asked  a  hearing  upon  a  principlu  of  vital 
importance  to  them,  and  yet  there  was  no  commit- 
lee  to  which  he  could  refer  this  petition  or  others 
which  were  to  follow  it.  The  memorial  was  laid 
upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IVIr.  Calhoun  presented  a  petition  from  manu" 


In  the  U.  Slates  Senate  on  the  I4th,  Mr.  Web- 
•  TER  presented  a  petition  signed  by  every  importer 
of  dry  goods  in  the  city  of  Boston,  against  the  bill 
for  liie  reduction  of  the  tariff  now  before  the  senate, 
and  accompanied  its  introduction  with  some  appro- 
priate remarks,  indicating  his  intention  at  a  future 
diy  to  go  into  a  thorough  ei^amination  of  all  the 
details  of  the  bill,  in  order  lo  shew  its  pernicious 
effects. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  had  never  risen  during  his 
public  life  with  a  feeling  ol  greater  responsibility 
resting  iipou  bim  than  he  did  in  presenting  this  me- 
morial from  the  importers  of  Boston.  Kotwith- 
itanding  all  the  repeated  declaralioiis  made  in  the 
messages  of  the  ptesident,  inaugural  and  annual,  and 
notwiitjstanding  the  late  period  at  which  this  mea- 
sure was  brought  forward,  the  public  were  unpre- 
pared lor  the  dcs'rucliun  of  the  tariH'  of  134:2,  and 
the  estabUalunent  of  the  bill  before  the  senate  upon 
il3  ruins. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  before  congress  had  taken 
the  countrj  by  surprise,  and  he  migni  add  Iha!  it  had 
filled  the  whol-j  country  with  alarm.  From  the  Po- 
tomac to  the  Penob-cut  none  had  seriously  anticipat- 
ed such  a  result,  or  believed  that  such  a  bill  as  that 
now  before  us  could  become  a  law. 

It  is  not,  said  Mr.  Webaler,  my  intention  to  dis- 
cuss the  principles  of  this  bill  no»v,  but  if  luj  health 


in  the  duly  on  soda  -ash,  as  injurious  to  their  busi- 
ness. 

Effects  of  the  new  tariff  on  wool.  The 
Wheeling  Times,  of  the  9th  says — "The  duly  on 
some  wool  is  increased  by  the  bill  that  has  passed 
the  lower  house  of  congress;  yet  wool  that  was  on 
Saturday  last  sold  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  for 
30  cents,  on  Monday  v\'ould  not  command  20.  This 
is  glorious  news  for  the  wool  growers! 

On  irom.  a  letter  from  Pittsburg  to  a  member  of 
congress,  says — "The  intelliLence  of  the  passage  of 


r>r  bread  stuHs  in  all  Europe,  and  noiwithsiandig  the  |urers  of  glass  in  Philadelphia  against  an  increase 
warn,  the  starvation,  the  "famine,"  actual,  to  some  -x- 
teiil,  and  apprehended  to  a  much  larger  extent,  in  E  ig 
land  and  Ireland, — notwithstanding  all  this,  how  much 
of  the  flour  and  grain  sent  from  this  country  10  feed  iheni 
with,  have  diey  now  in  their  warehouses,  under  "bond,'' 
depressing  the  price  of  the  article  just  in  proportion  to 
ihe  certainiiy  of  the  passage  ol  ih,-ir  "free  ir  ide  bill?" — 
Is  n.it  this  fact  of  itself  suffic.em  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
blindest?  What  is  it  that  the  to  called  "free  Iradi-rs" 
preach  to  the  agriculturists  ol  the  United  Stales?  Why, 
that  Mr.  Peel's  ni'W  corn  law  taritl,  lu- free  trade  bill, 
will  affijrd  a  market  there  for  our  wheat  iind  flour. — 
Why  h^ippens  it  then,  that  every  stage  towards  tne  pas- 
sage of  that  very  hill  in  the  Brin>h  parlianicui,  is  mark- 
ed by  a  corre.sp.:pnding  reduetion  in  the  price  of  wheal 
and  flour,  both  in  England  and  in  this  counirv?  Why, 
how  is  this?  'I'he  passage  of  the  bill  was  apparemly 
beyond  doubt  when  the  last  sieanier  lelt  Europe.  Why 
has  not  flour  and  wheat  bounded  upwards  aCk:ording  to 
the  preaching  of  these  free  trade  d  .'Ctirnes?  Agricul- 
turists  of  the  United  Sta'es.  .Mr.  Pee!  has  carried  his  re- 
peal of  the  corn  laws,  the  British  pons  are  set  widcipen 
for  the  imporialion  of  American  bread  Btufi's,  uiid  the 
English  and  Irish  are  half  starviuL'  in  consenuence  of 
the  failure  of  last  year's  crops, — do  you  h.ear  all  iliat, 
farmers  of  America?  See  what .  flfcct  the  promised  boon 
will  produce  upon  the  prices  of  your  produce?-"' 

Well,  let  u-  see  ihai  effect,  sure  enough.  How  much 
isuffeiedin  'he  New  York  market  to-day  f.ir  flour? — 
Afier  simndiMg  triiinpet-tongued  the  victory  of  free  trade, 
who  can  tiet  S3.S7^  for  a  cargo  of  fliur  in  the  Philadeh 
phia  or  Baltimore  uiarkeis?  The  hesi  red  whea'  is  but 
83  cents  a  bushel  in  either  of  those  places.  Western 
fl-Mir  in  the  New  Oileans  markel  is  quoied  in  our  last 
paper  from  thet-ce  at  $2  50  per  b.irrel. 

Such  are  ihe  fads  in  ihe  premises  Let  agriculturists 
of  the  United  .Siaies  .rL'ue  tuein  'm',  iliey  will  have  full 
leasure  to  do  so,  if  liie  so.-iaie  of  the  UuilL-d  States  should 
pass  llie  lanfT  bill  now,  upon  their  table. 


possible,  this  same  British  p^dicy  of  prnventing  iha 
Ainerieai.s  from  munuliicturing  f,jr  tlii.insi.lves,  iti  order 
that  (/i«y  may  enjoy  the  prolit  of  inanufuciuriug  for 
ihem. 

Well,  shutting  our  eyes  to  tlicae  well  known  Jruilw, 
sivallowing  with  the  best  grace  we  can,  the  "free  trade" 
expedient  upon  which, 

''King.s,  Commons,  and  Lords  are  united  amain,'' 
and  like  docile  scholma  coming  up  lo  con  our  'hori  book* . 
ol  "free  trade"  doctriii'-s.  nnd  "reciprociiy  in  commerce,'"  , 
lei  lis  just  take  a  squint  for  one  inomem,  at  iho  British 
practiiiil  "free  irad.,''  which  the  Journal  recoinnionds  ' 
us  10  "iniitale." 


We  come  at  once  to  particular  vievvs— Let  us  be- 
gin with. 

Tea — Looking  hack  at  the  latest  (British)  ofTicial 
report  on  which  we  can  lay  our  hand  at  the  moment, 
as  to  their  duty  on  this  article,  we  find  the  comforta» 
ble  lillle  sum  of  .f4  OOO.OtiO — say  in  round  numbers, 
twenty  millions  or  dollars,  was  exacted  by  the 
British  government  in  the  year  1842— and  we  pre- 
sume a  still  larger  sum  every  year  since,  on  this 
single  article.  Whetlur  tea  be  one  of  the  luxuries, 
one  of  the  comTorls,  or  one  of  the  neccisaries  of  the 
present  day,  is  matter  of  dispute  amongst  political 
M   L-     !  u  11        J       J  .  .-      ■    .-L-      ■  .economists — but  De  it   which  it   may,  this  is  a  com- 

McKay's  bill  produced  great  sensation  in  this  city  on  f^rtable  little  sun,  to  be  reali?ed  by  the  Br.tish  go- 
Its  receipt  Pig  iron  fell  §2,  pet-  ton,  and  wool  2  cts^  |  vernmei.t  in  duties  upon  it.  The  idea  of  "imitating" 
per  lb.  instantly,  and  afuaher  decliae  is  looked  for."  |  British  policy,  in  relation  to  this  article,  comes  el- 

ceedingly  awkward,  however  from    an   advocate  of 
Effects    or   two   tariffs    on  commerce.     In  a|  the  tariH' bill  that  has  just   passed   (he  house  of  re- 
speech    in   the  house   of  representatives  a   few  days  1  presenlatives,  under  which  bill   the  article  is   to  bo 
since— Mr.  Hudson,  of  Massachusetts,  in    regard   to  {  admitted  free  in  fact,  and  the   United    States  are  to 
Ihe  commercial  operation  of  the  tariff,  said  that  the  j  realize  not  a  cent.    British  free  trade  and  American 


balance  of  the  trade  was  ga4,0U0.0U0  against  the 
country  for  three  years  before  the  tariff  of  1842  weut 
into  operation,  and  for  three  years  since  there  has 
been  22,000,000  in  our  favor.  The  tonnage  of  the 
country  has  been   incresed  under  the  new  tariff  bill. 

The  importance  of  foreign  tonnage  has  been  en- 
tirely over-estimated,  and  the  importance  of  the  do- 
mestic internal  trade  entirely  under-estimated.  Mas- 
sachusetts had  eight  times  the  tonnage  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi 
united.  There  were  28,000  tons  more  of  shipping 
built  in  1845th<nin  the  average  of  tiie  three  previous 
ycdrs.  Manufactures  had  materially  increased  the 
coasting  trade,  and  the  value  of  the  manufactures 
exported  was  |I2,OOU,000. 

At  30  per  rent  we  could  raise  $30,000,000  of  re- 
venue from  ^100,000  000  of  imporis,  while,  at  20 
per  cent,  it  would  be  necessary  to  import  §150,000,- 
000  to  raise  the  same  amount.  Mr.  H.  then  went  on 
to  comment  upon  the  alatenient  of  the  secretary  of 
the  '.reasury.     lie  was  amazed  that  any  man  having 


free  trade,  as    lo   this  article,  will   exhibit   rather  a 
striking  contrast,  when   the  years  account  come  to  " 
be  made  up.     So  much  for  the  first  item  of  particu- 
lars. 

Wines  come  next.  On  that  the  British  receipts 
in  the  same  year  was  .£1,800,000,  says  upwards  of 
eight  millions  of  dollars. 

Avast,  says  Ihe  free  trade  champion,  these  are  ar- 
ticles the  United  Slates  do  not  produce — why  talk  of 
theni.- 

\Ve  were  examining  the  real  British  "free  trade" 
policy— not  their  piolessions.  But  however,  let  us 
come  to  articles  of  our  own  production. 

Sugar,  our  friends  in  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Flori-  ' 
da,  and  Texas  are  soiiieicAaf  inteiestcd  in,  how  stands 
the  account  on  that  item.' 

In  the  year  above  referred  to,  we  find  the  British 
government  realized  .fa,100,000,  say  twe.sty  fivi; 
MaLioNS  OF  DOLLARS,  from  duties  upon  sugars.  Now 
how  much  of  this  sum  is  realaxed  by  Mr.  Peel's  "free 
trade"  tarifi?  Will  some  advocate  for  "imitating" 
British  duties  be  kind  enough  to  enlighten  the  Ame- 


.reasury 
the   least  regard  for   his  reputation  should   venture 
upon   such   an   extraordinary  statement  as  had  been 

submitted  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury— a  state-    '""^^"  rroJucer  of  the  article 
ment   that  would  bear  neither  the   lest  of  history 
arithmetic  or  logic. 


Political  effect  of  the  "free  trade"  tariff. 
On  this  point  the  great  poliiical  parties  are  at  issue. 
'Ihe  Lowell  .Wrerlisiv,  a  thorough  admiuistrjlion 
journal,  for  ir.slaiice,  speaking  of  the  president's  ef 
forts  for  the  repeal  of  the  protective  tariif,  says — "By 
this  single  act  of  James  Is..  Polk's  adujinistration,  hl 
has  imbedded  himself  in  the  hearts  of  the  haid-fisted 
yeomanry  of  New  England.'' 

To  which  the  Lowell  Courier,  (whig),  replies — 
"Let  not  James  K.  Polk  be  deceived  by  such  stuff' 


Tobacco,  is  the  next  in  imounl  upon  the  receipt 
side  of  the  British  revenue.  From  the  very  trifling 
quantity  that  British  "free  trade,"  allows  to  be  in- 
troduced into  the  realm,  the  governiucDt  contrived  to 
realize  the  same  year  ^3,500,000— say  sixteen  mil- 
lions or  dollars,  rt  ill  the  advocates  (or  "iinitat- 
in,;"  British  policy,  be  kind  enough  to  point  out  Ihe 
amount  of  reduction  which  .Mr.Peel'snew  tanti  grants 
upon  this  article  of  American  production.'  We  are 
curious  for  a  lesson  op  this  point,  in  the  new  A.  B.  C. 
for  our  learning.  And  here,  fur  want  of  room  lo 
pursue  the  inquiry  we  must  halt,  with  the  items  of 
the  horn  book — till  we  get  a  reply. 

Passing  from   items,  lo   agi;regatcs,  an  examination 

enor- 


as  this.     Let  this  policy  of  his  be  carried  out,  and 

if  the  hardlisttd  yeomanry  of  New   England  do  not  |  of  the  British  tanU' will   show,  that   eighlee 

press  him  to  their  hearts  till  the  very  breath  leaves]  mouslr  high  taxed  aiticles  contributed    largely  over 

his  panting  body,  it  svill  be    because  the  irontisled  ^  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars   of  reienue   lo 

woikcrsol  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  have   pre- 1  that  government— pay   at  least  90  per  cent,  of  the 

viously  taken  him  to  their  effectual  embrace."  I  revenue.     Nay— eight  of  those  articles  alooe,  coo> 


^s 


NILES    NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  18,  1846— THE  TARIFF. 


tribute^  ^19,000,000 — nearly  four  lime«  as  much  a« 
is  estimated  to  be  raised  by  our  new  free  trade  larilT 
bill.  There  is  room  for  "imitation,"  to  some  pur 
pose  here. 

But  the  British  system  of  revenues  for  the  support 
of  their  government,  has  another  feature,  which 
whilst  we  are  venturing  upon  the  expedient  of  "imi 
tatine;,"  it  may  not  b«  amiss  to  recollect.  What  their 
exactions  upon  "free  trade"  fails  to  supply,  they 
take  care  to  proviae  for  by  direct  and  other  internal 
taialion.  Now  the  policy  of  our  government  has 
been,  to  rely  altogether  upon  the  receipts  from  du- 
ties on  imports,  and  the  sale  of  public  lands — the  lat- 
ter contributing  about  one,  or  one  and  a  half  million'^; 
out  of  the  twenty  five  to  thirty  milliona  annually  re- 
quiied  to  sustain  the  government  expanses.  How 
much  of  "imitation"  is  required  of  us,  in  this  direc- 
tion, may  be  only  guessed  at,  by  the  fact,  that  in  the 
year  referred  to  above,  less  than  half — say  ^£23,000, 
000  out  of  ,£50, 000, 000  required  for  government  ex- 
penses, was  derived  from  duties  on  imports. 

Enough  of  our  hornbook  lesson  for  the  present. 
Let  us  con  well  what  we  have  so  far  learnt  from  il. 

The  New  York  Courier  S(  Enquirer,  it  will  be  re- 
collected, was  opposed  the  tariH'  of  1842,  and  has 
warmly  urged  from  time  to  time,  that  it  ought  to  be 
modified.  To  the  influeuce  of  the  commercial  men, 
and  of  importers  of  foreign  goods,  this  course  of  the 
Courier  was  attributed,  by  the  friends  of  the  protec- 
tive policy.  A  long  editorial  appeared  in  that  paper 
on  the  30th  Inst.,  fiom  which  wt  extract  the  follow- 
ing. After  recapitulating  the  prior  course  advised, 
and  censuring  "the  grasping  inarice  of  the  manufac- 
tureiB  in  1842,"  the  editor  says:  "In  consequence  of 
their  unwillingness  to  accept  of  a  more  moderate  ta- 
riff, they  are  now  about  to  lose  all  protection;  and 
what  annoys  us  (ar  more  than  any  cuiisideratiun  for 
them,  IS  the  startling  fact,  thai  the  consequences  of 
the  folly,  are  about  to  be  visited  upon  the  <  ommerie 
and  agriculture  of  the  country.  Every  Imdy  feels — 
that  is,  ever)  body  but  the  rabid  Iree  trader  who 
does  not  understand  the  signification  of  the  term, 
and  the  mere  parly  hack — that  if  the  bill  now  before 
the  senate,  becunie  a  la»,  certain  consequences  are 
inevitable. 

1st.  That  bill,  instead  ol  twenty-eight  millions, 
will  not  after  the  first  year,  }  ield  eighteen,  and  an 
empty  treasury,  national  discredit,  and  direct  taxa- 
tion, must  be  the  consequences. 

3d  'I  he  importations  under  it,  will  flood  the  coun- 
try with  loieign  goods  invoiced  at  one  half  their  ac 
tual  value. 

3d.  One  half  of  the  manufactories  in  the  countrj, 
will  in  consequence,  be  closed,  and  the  remainder 
will  work  at  half  price;  the  home  market  noiv  being 
built  up  for  our  prouuce,  will  be  desirojed;  ihree- 
fouitli''' o'  "he  persons  now  consuniing  our  agricul- 
tural products,  IV  id  Beeoi.ie  piodueers  by  being  dri- 
ven to  till  the  soil  li>r  a  >i  bsislente;  and  thus  II. e 
qiianiiiy  be  gieatlj  incieased,  while  the  demand  tor 
It  IS  necessarily  lessened.  Ruinously  low  prices  loi- 
low;und  the  day  laboier  who  now  geti>  Ins  dollar, 
will  be  lequired  to  labor  lor  hity  cents.  In  short, 
labor  v>iil  not  iiieet>>iih  Its  lair  leward,  and  the 
whole  country  will  be  convulsed  tolls  centre,  in 
again  lesiing  an  cxploiled  experiment. 

4lh.  The  consequence  ot  such  excessive  Importa- 
tions, will  ne(6s^arlly  cause  a  tialjiicc  of  trade 
against  us,  exieeuing  every  dollar  of  specie  in  the 
counir}  111  1847;  all  of  uhich  must  be  sent  abroad, 
and  a  total  ceiungenient  of  our  moneiaiy  sjsiem, 
and  a  suspension  oi  specie  jiajinenls  in  the  autuu.n 
of  '47,  prob;<hl)  lulloiv. 

b\U.    The   laiiH  bill   before   the    senate,  is   based 
upon  the  Qii  vafoiein  principle;   which    virtually  con- 
stitutes the  foreign    piouucer,  and   not  congress,  the 
assessor  of  the  rale  of  duly   upon   every  urlicle   loi 
portid,  and  the  uinount  ol  revenue    to  be  raised  by 
the  Liniled  Stales.     Take   for  instance,  the  item  of 
sail,     li  IS  now  invoiced  at  Iroiii  live   to  seven  cents 
B  bushel,  and  pa)8  a  duly  of  eight   cenls.     Fass  this  [ 
bill,  and  a  vessel  luuching  at  1  uiks  Island,  lands  her 
men  and  commences  loading.    1  he  cupiain  keeps  an  j 
accounl  ol  the  number  ol  days  ihey  are  employed,  i 
and  the  cost  of  feeding  his  men  Lind  iheir  uages  du-  j 
ling  that  period;  and  beyond   all   doubt,  he  may  ho- 
nestly iiwear  ihal  its  cosl  was  less  than  (wo  cenls  per 
tuhliel,  instead  of  iimufive  to  seven   as  at  present. — 
'IweiJiy    per   cent,  on  tins  cost,  wiuld  be /our  miffs 
instead   of  eighty  or   eig/if  cciifs,  the  duly    wliich    it 
BOW  paje;and  the  repeal   ol   which  by  the   votes  of 
senaioiB  Uix  and  Dickinson,  will  cosl  this  stale  at 
least     jjl.'iU.UUU      per    annum— a     tolerably     round 
sum  to   enable    Iwo  men  to    prove   to  Mr.  I'olk  and 
Btcrelarj  Walker,  thai  they  are  true  party  men  and  ' 
worthy  ol  executive  favor.     Governor  Wright,  con- 
ceiving that  his  duty  to  this  stale  and  to  llie  feelings 
uuU    inliresti  of  the    people,  was  paramount  to  all  j 
puity  couiideratioot,  loled  for  tlue  lanfiof  IQi'i;  hut 


now  Dix  and  Dickinson  are  to  vole  for  its  repeal, 
although  It  will  tax  our  state  treasury  $150  1100  per 
annum,  and  our  people,  ten  millions-  Whal  other  se- 
nators, but  those  of  New  York,  would  thus  date  to 
sacrifice  their  consliliicnts  to  part).'  Look  at  the 
senators  from  Pennsylvania,  and  to  Niles  of  Con- 
necticut. They  owe  as  much  to  party  as  Dix  and 
Dickinson;  it  would  not  cost  the  treasuries  of  Iheir 
states  gl50,000,  and  the  pockets  of  their  people  un- 
told millions;  and  yet  they  dare  be  true  to  their  con- 
stituents. 

Take  another  example  of  the  operation  of  the  ad 
tialorfm  duties;  and  it  is  equally  applicable  to  any 
article  imported.  The  Manchester  cotton  manu- 
facturer, has  made  one  million  of  dollars  worth  of 
coltons.  He  sells  nine-tenths  of  ihem  at  home  at  a 
fair  profit;  and  the  rem.aining  one-tenlh,  he  concludes 
to  ship  lo  the  United  Slates  for  a  maikei.  How  will 
he  estimate  the  cost.'  The  home  sales  have  covered 
every  thing  and  yielded  a  profit;  and  the  balance  he 
is  anxious  lo  get  rid  of  at  any  rate.  Will  lie  not.  as 
he  has  a  perfect  right  to  do,  add  the  cost  of  labor  to 
the  cost  of  material,  and  invoice  Ihem  at  that  price? 

And  if  he  does,  who  is  lo  question  its  correctness.' 

Who  but  the  producer  ol  Ihe  article,  can  swear  what 
It  has  cost  him.'  And  may  he  not  also,  if  he  thinks 
proper,  even  deduct  from  ihe  labor  expended  upon 
the  goods,  what  he  would  have  been  compelled  lo 
pay  in  the  shape  of  poor  rates,  if  he  had  not  Ihui  em- 
ployed his  men.'  And  so  with  woollens,  iron,  and 
every  conceivable  article  of  manufacture,  as  well  as 
those  articles  which  are  the  growth  of  the  soil.  In 
each  and  every  case,  it  is  the  right  of  the  producer 
or  manufacturer,  to  say  what  II  has  cost  him,  to 
swear  to  the  cost,  and  lo  pay  duty  accordingly. 

6ih.  The  consequences  of  thus  making  the  foreign- 
er the  sole  judge  of  the  value  of  an  arlicle;  and  con- 
sequenily  ol  the  amount  of  duly  lo  be  paid  lo,  and 
revenue  raised  by,  our  government,  will  not  only  be 
excessive  importation,  an  emplv  treasury  after  the 
liislyear,  a  large  balance  of  trade  against  us,  the 
exportation  of  specie,  the  closinji  of  half  our  man- 
ulactories,  and  the  working  of  Ihe  others  at  half 
wages,  Ihe  increase  of  agricultural  laborers  and  the 
decrease  ol  consumers  and  prices,  but  in  addition, 
the  annihilalion  of  our  commerce.  So  that  in  fact 
this  bill  strikes  alike  a  deadly  blow  at  agriculture, 
manulaclures,  and  commerce.  Whal  honest  Ame- 
rican iiierrhant,  can  afford  lo  import  goods,  and  fair 
ly  enter  them  at  ihu  custom  house  to  pay  an  ad  va- 
lorem duty  against  the  producer  or  inanulaclurei.'— 
The  very  idea  of  it  is  an  absurdity;  and  all  our  mer 
chants  |.  el.  that  under  an  ad  valorem  larifl",  they 
must  become  rogues  or  abandon  iheir  business. 

Now  with  these  facts  staring  them  in  the  face, 
will  the  AojKfiirnenibeisof  Ihe  senate— those  who  are 
capable  ol  acting  above  mere  parly  considerations 
—  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  coui.ti.v.'  Will  not  those 
who  have  adopted  theories,  and  studied  political  eco- 
nomy Irom  men  whose  ideas  and  opinions  v>  ere  cal- 
eulaleo  lor  an  island  and  not  a  laige  conlinenl.  pause 
ajid  examine  the  practical  >vorking  of  their  theories. 
The  dislan.  e  of  this  counliy  irom  the  best  grain 
markets  ol  Europe,  added  to  the  low  price  of  labor 
in  souihcrn  Europe,  and  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic, 
compel  us  to  look  lor  a  home  market  for  our  surplus 
agiieultural  pnducls;  and  the  simple  fart,  that  Mas- 
sachusetts alone,  iniporis  and  consumes  annually, 
more  flour  Inmihe  west,  than  the  whole  United 
Stales  ever  ex-ported  in  a  single  year  lo  Europe,  tells 
the  whole  story  in  regard  lo  the  value  and  necessiiy 
ol  a  home  maikel  'Jhe  great  west  and  northwest, 
arc  too  far  oti  even  for  our  seaboard  maikel;  and 
never  «  ill  thai  country  he  prosperous  and  rich,  until 
the  protection  and  building  up  ol  nanulaclures,  give 
Ihem  s  market  at  theii  doors,  by  withdrawing  Irom 
cullivalion  of  the  soil  a  porlion  of  the  froducers  of 
Its  produi  is,  and  converting  them  into  consiimejs — 
And  so  Willi  the  south.  1  hey  loo,  are  lo  find  ibeir 
permanent  prosperity  In  the  markets  of  our  own 
country. 

Such  arc  the  facts  of  the  case— whal  is  the  reme- 
d).'  Can  the  existing  bill  be  amended,  retaining  its 
principle  of  ad  valoieqi  duties?  We  ansvyep,  no.— 
Put  any  arlicle  in  schedule  A,  and  it  would  be  quite 
as  bad  as  m  its  present  shape.  Tbe  only  course  then, 
IS  in  its  total  rrjcclion,  or  in  the  adoption  of  a  com- 
premise.  V\e  hope  Ihat  every  true  friend  of  the  coun- 
try, w  ill  set  his  lace  firmly  against  any  amendment, 
and  kill  the  hill  outright,  or  lei  it  pass  as  ills;  unless 
indeed,  we  can  revive  Ihe  spirit  of  palriotisui  in  the 
bosoms  ol  the  leading  spirits  in  the  senate,  and  in- 
duce them  lo  come  once  again  lo  the  rescue  of  the 
country,  and  the  adi-piionof  a  compromise  bill,  bas- 
ed as  nearly  as  possible,  upon  spec{/ie  dtUies—u  bib 
which  shall  salisly  all  parlies  and  put  lo  rest  the 
question  of  a  tariH  in  all  luliiro  political  coiilesls.— 
1  he  whigj  ol  1842  might  have  done  ihis— the  patri- 
otic men  of  both  jiariies  must  cuubiue  lo  dg  il  lu 
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We  ask  of  Mr.  Calhoun- -do  you  desire  to  have  the 
presirieiilial  election  of  1848.  turn  exi'liisivelv  upon 
Ihe  question  of  a  piolerlive  tariff  ?  To  Mr.  Benton, 
Mr.  Webster,  and  .Mr.  Maiigum,  we  would  earnest, 
ly  put  the  same  question;   and    we  do  not  donht  that 

each  and  all   of  them,  will   promptly  answer,  no. 

Now,  in  our  opinion,  and  in  the  opinion  of  every 
well  informed  man  in  the  country,  the  four  gentle- 
men named,  are  the  ma-ler  spirits,  by  whose  untied 
efforts  the  Oregon  question  has  been  settled,  and 
peace  with  England  fecured.  But  for  the  hold,  im- 
polsive,  and  niiflinching  zeal  of  Willie  P.  Mangum, 
the  vvl  igs  of  the  senate  would  have  been  divided  at 
Ihe  very  commencement  of  the  session,  on  the  Ore- 
gon question.  We  speak  from  knowledge;  and  'he 
country  owe  a  deep  debt  of  gra'iiude  to  Mr.  Man- 
gum.  Of  Mr.  Webster's  firm  and  patriotic  course, 
and  of  the  ii  fluence  of  that  course  upon  ihe  admin- 
istralion  ol  bolh  connlries,  il  is  unnecessary  lo  speak. 
But  of  what  avail  Ihe  manly,  nrm.  and  patriotic 
rourse  of  Mangum  and  Webster,  if  Mr.  Calhoun  had 
not  come  to  Ihe  senate  anil  railed  his  sirent^ih  in  be- 
half of  national  honor  and  national  peace?  And 
then  again,  even  wiih  the  united  slrenjlh  of  Mr, 
Calhoun's  friends  and  the  whigs,  Ihey  could  not  have 
ratified  a  treaty  or  advised  the  making  of  one,  but 
for  Thomas  H,  Benton.  We  have  diH'ered  person- 
ally and  politically  wiih  Mr.  Benton  for  fifteen  ) ears; 
hut  we  are  proud  to  bear  testimony,  thai  for  the  last 
eight,  and  especially  during  the  last  two  or  three,  he 
has  done  much  to  merit  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  his  countrymen. 

Now  then,  to  Messrs.  Benton,  Calhoun,  Webster, 
and  Mangum,  we  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  whole 
country  and  all  its  great  interests,  to  come  forward 
and  unite  upon  a  substitute  larilThill,  which  shall  be 
a  just  and  liberal  cowpromise  between  all  parties  and 
interests— Ihe  print  iple  of  which  should  he  siircifie 
duties,  and  which  should  forever  put  at  rest  this  vex- 
ed question.  Ills  in  your  power  geiiltmen,  lo  ac- 
complish this  great  woik;  and  whal  is  more,  having 
proved  your  disinterested  patriotism  on  a  late  occa- 
sion, the  country  has  a  right  to  expect  at  yourhands, 
this  still  niore  important  efibrt  in  her  behalf. 

We  have  no  desire  to  waste  words  upon  this  mat- 
ter. Each  and  ever)  of  Ihe  slalesnien  we  have  nam- 
ed,  knows  and  fiels.  the  necessity  of  a  compromise; 
and  ihey  know  too,  thai  Ihey  are  surionndul  by  spi- 
rils  as  p;  tiiotic  as  themselves,  >■  ho  w  ill  mosl  rheer- 
lully  unite  in  this  gieat  work-  Crittenden,  Clayton, 
Corwin,  and  a  host  of  w  higs,  are  ever  ready  'o  tqual 
Ihe  zeal  of  Ihe  most  zealous  in  Iheii  counirj's  ser- 
vise;  and  so  w  ith  Haj  wood  and  oilers  on  the  oiher 
side  of  the  senate.  Yet,  to  accinplish  a  great  pur- 
pose, there  must  he  those  who  will  lake  the  initia- 
tive. Let  Ihi  ee  w  e  hove  named,  determine  upon  the 
efibrt;  ami  hav  ing  done  so,  call  to  their  aid  the  good 
men  of  bolh  parties,  and  their  triumph  is  absolutely 
certain.  A  ntfuceif  compromise  lar. 11',  would  he  the 
greatest  blessing  that  congress  could  confer  upon  the 
country,  because  it  would  render,  legislation  on  this 
sutiject  permanent;  and  Ihat  alone  is  necessary,  to 
secure  the  future  prosperity    of  the  whole  country. 

The  A'no  I'orfc  ri-i6t(iip,  after  recapitulating  on  the 
prim  ipal  provisions  of  Ihe  new  land' bill  says — 

Such  IS  in  subsiance  ihe  bill  s\hich  passed  Ihe  . 
house;  Ihe  details  fill  nearly  three  columns  of  the 
Union.  We  ask  every  lair  minded,  inlelligent  cili- 
zen  lo  scan  il  closely  and  judge  whether  it  can  be 
reconciled  wiih  oni/ clear  idea  of  national  policy 
whatever.  Are  you  a  free  trader?  Look  this  bill 
over,  and  see  whether  il  is  not  as  faithltsa  to  your 
principles,  as  ruinous  to  the  principles  we  would  up- 
hold. Does  it  not  plainly  recognise  Ihe  principle 
that  raw  materials  should  be  t;ixed  lower  and  manu- 
laclures Iheretrom  al  higher  rates  as  they  become 
more  and  more  elaborated?  Are  ihere  not  al  least 
one  hundred  items  which  can  be  explained  or  de- 
fended only  on  ihis  salutary  and  just  principle.' — 
Whal  can  you  say,  Ihen,  of  laxing  all  wool  (Airly 
per  cent,  and  lelling  it  uniiianufaclured  Into  woollen 
or  worsted  tjarntJlannetSf  bockings  or  baizes  al  26;  uiooi 
hats  or  Itut  bodies,  or  any  kind  ol  blankets  at  tietnly? — 
Ijiu  moilai  [nan  ever  invenl  or  imagine  a  system  of 
Polilieal  Ecunom)  under  which  such  legislation  as 
Ihis  can  be  juslihed?  Kummage  youi  Adam  Sinilh's 
and  McCulluch's,  Messrs.  Free  'Jiaueis!  and  tell  us 
w  hat  you  can  hnd  llial  w  ill  palliale  such  direct  legis- 
lation against  lung  established  and  in  portanl  homo 
inlerests,  and  in  lavor  ot  their  foreign  rivals?  C..n- 
nol  Ihe  haired  ol  Locolucoisin  for  American  iiiaiiu- 
laelures  be  saliateu  b)  mciely  depriving  11. em  ot  all 
piuleciion.  and  con,pelliijg  tijem  to  nuked  livalry 
with  the  slrongesl  and  weaiihlest  eslablishiiitnis  the 
wot  Id  has  ever  known?  'J  here  are  millions  ol  Ame- 
rican properly  invested  In  Ihe  blanches  of  industry 
heio  struck   at;  Ihere  are  Ihousands   ol   out    people 
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material  of  blankets  is  generally  cheap,  coarse  wool 
which  both  British  and  American  manufacturers 
obtain  r-'oni  Soith  America.  The  furmer  pay  no 
duly  on  their  wool  and  but  twenty  per  cent,  on  bring- 
ina;  their  fabrics  into  market;  the  latter  must  pay 
(Air  y  per  cent,  on  his  raw  material  before  he  be- 
gins to  manufacture.  Will  any  body  attempt  to  jus- 
tify thi-.' 

Sail,  after  a  fierce  striiu^le,  is  not  enunierated, 
and  ivill  pay  20  percent.  Now  let  us  see  ho'v  much 
cheaper  salt  will  be,  and  how  much  better  our 
western  beef  and  poik  will  be  cured  on  account  of 
it.  We  apprehend  those  who,  as  the  free  traders 
tell  us,  have  been  putting  up  beef  and  pork  for  a 
distant  maiket  with  bad  salt  because  good  would 
cost  them  five  or  six  cents  a  bushel  more,  will  not 
be  likely  to  mend  their  hand  now.  Perhaps  it  will 
be  found  lint  curing  meats  to  be  serit  fiom  Ohio 
round  by  New  Orleans  to  England,  and  keep  it  all 
sweet  to  the  end,  is  nut  so  easy  a  matter;  perhaps  it 
will  be  lound  that  foieignsalt  is  not  all  perfection. — 
But  «e  will  sec.  Our  New  York  salt  excise  must 
of  course  be  given  up,  at  a  heavy  lost  to  our  stale  fi- 
nances. 

Perhaps  the  Rhode  Island  Calico  Printers  who 
b»ve  been  filling  the  ear  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce 
with  their  complaints  will  now  be  satisfied.  In  place 
of  six  (rents  the  square  }ard  on  plain  and  nine  cents 
on  printed  cottons,  ihey  have  twenty  five  per  cent, 
on  all,  when  British  and  French  calicoes  command, 
all  over  the  country,  more  than  twenty-five  per  cent, 
over  the  price  of  American  fabrics  of  equal  cost  and 
intrinsic  value.  It  Iheie  are  not  three  yards  of  cali- 
coes imported  where  there  is  one  of  printing  cloths, 
and  if  American  calico  printing  is  nut  made  to  sweat 
for  it,  we  shall  be  :igreeat)ly  disappointed. 

Tho^e  rt  ho  fancy  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  da- 
mage New  England  especially,  are  greviously  mis 
taken.  It  will  injure  some  branches  of  eastern  ma- 
nufactures, but  lall  with  far  greater  severity  on  the 
youiicer  and  less  hardy  enterprises  of  other  sections. 
New  England  mil  buy  her  iron,  her  coal,  her  steel 
cheaper  th-au  she  has  done;  Great  Britain  and  Nova 
Scotia  will  profit  by  the  change  at  the  expense  of 
Pei>nsylvania.  The  woollen  iiianufacliire  must  suffer, 
and  the  wool  giower  must  sutler  with  it.  Printing 
cottons  will  be  shaken.  We  apprehend  a  reduction 
of  the  wages  of  maj-nlacturing  laDor,  but  trust  it  will 
beaierled  il  possible.  We  do  not  doubt  that  the 
capital  now  emhaiked  in  manufactures  will  general- 
ly take  care  of  itself,  either  in  prosecuting  those  en- 
terprises or  in  some  other  uiidei  takings.  But  the 
new  slates  have  punished  themselves  lar  more  se- 
riously than  ihey  have  New  England.  Tliey  need 
Dianulaclures  to  furnish  maikcis  lor  their  vast  agri- 
cultural surplus,  and  enable  them  to  give  a  more 
profitable  direction  to  their  industry  than  the  pro- 
duction of  giainand  meat  for  distant  consumption. 
'Ibis  n ant  had  begun  to  be  supplied  under  tne  pre- 
sent taiid',  and  would  have  been  more  generally  and 
rapidly  out  lor  apprehensions  of  its  repeal.  Every 
machiiie  shop  in  tne  union  has  been  as  lull  of  woik 
as  it  could  desire  for  three  years  past,  and  at  this 
momenta  single  establisbaieiit  in  ihis  slate  baa  or- 
der) lur  thret  hundred  Ihousand  dollars  worth  of  ma 
nutacturnig  niachniery,  entirely  lor  the  south  and 
west.  Dues  any  one  believe  il  will  have  half  so 
much  work  on  liand  at  this  time  next  yeai.' 

But  what  care  they  for  argument  or  public  pros- 
perity whose  votes  have  driven  McKay's  bill  through 
the  house?     Here  is  a  list  of  them: 

YEAS— for  tossing-  McKay's  Bill. 

Maine— DuiiU\fi,  Hamlin,  AlcCraie,  Sawieile,  Scam- 
mori,  11.  Wnliuin.— 6. 

New  Hampshire—}.  H.  Johnson,  Mouliun,  Norn's— 3 

Mussuchuitlts,  Rhode  Island,  CuiinecUcul,  Vermont — 
None 

New  WA— .Anderson,  Benion, Collin,  De  Moit,  Ells- 
wor.h,  linouyeur,  GoiOou,  Hough,  P.  Kwji,  Lawrence, 
Maclay,  .\iven.  Kaihbun,  btruns;,  WooU— 16. 

New  Jerseij-Noiie.     Deluwure — Nune. 

Peniisi/lvuiiia-W ihnm,  (Bradlord,  &,  Susquehannah 
disirici)- 1 

Maryland—  Giles —  I . 

Vir^inia-WkuisM,  Bayly,  Bediiigcr,  W.  G.  Drown, 
A.  A.Cuupmau,  D.omgoue,  liupKins,  il.ibard,  Hjii- 
ter.  Joseph  Johnson,  Leake,  J.  McUowell,  Spcdden, 
Tfcadway- 14. 

North   Carolina Biggs,    Clark,    Daniel,    Dobbins, 

McKay,  Reiu— 6 

South  Caroliiui—}.  A  Black.  A.  Burt,  Hulmes,  Rheii, 
A.  U.  buns,  6iin(is.)ii,  Woi^dwaro— 7. 

Georgia — Cotjb,  liaralson,  Seboru  Jones,  Lumpkin, 
Tow  lies      ■ 


Jtfic/iif an -Chipman,  J.  B.  Hunt,  McClelland— 3 
Indiana — Caihcart,   Henley,  Kennedy,   Tlios.  Siniih, 

Wick— 5. 

/HiuuiJ- Douglass,  Ficklin.  Hope,  MeClernand,  R. 
Sniiih— 5. 

K^nl^^eh|-\^'^y^.  J.  P.  Mnrhn,  Tibbnits— 3. 

Tennessee— h.  B.  Chose,  Cnlloni,  A.  Johnson,  G.  W. 
Jones,  B    Mariin,  Stanton— 6. 

3/i.«.wnri--Bownlin.  Phelps,  Relfe,  L.  H.  Sims— i. 

f/orirfo— Bfirkeiihrongli- 1      /lrA-ania»— None. 

To;al  veas  I  U-I  Wh's.'.      I  M  Locns. 

NAYS — %oiiis(  Passing  McKay's  Bill. 

Mnhie — L-  Severnnce — 1      Atu'  fjampahire — None. 

Massachusetts— Ahbnii,  J  (J.  Aiiains,  Ashmun.  Grin- 
nrll,  Hudson.  D.  P.  King,  J.  Rockwell,  B.  Thompson, 
Winihorp— 2. 

Connfcrtrti(— Dickson,  S.  D.  Iluhbnrd,  J.  A.  Rock- 
well. Truman  Smiih— 4 

Khode  Island— ArnoM,  Cm'-sion- 2. 

refmon(— C.'H  n^nr.  F"Oi.  Mnrsh— 3. 

X  York-\V.  W.Campbfli,,  Carroll.  Culver.  Holmes. 
O.  Hunserford.  W.  Hum,  Jenkins,  Lewi--.  Miller.  Mh. 
sfley,  Russell,  Seaman,  A.  Sii.iih,  li'heaton.  While, 
Woodruff— 16, 

N-  Jersey— Eds. :U.  HninpMn.  Runk.  fSi/kes  W'rioht-.''. 

Pennsvlvnnia—J.   Blmk,   Blanchard    Brudhead.  Buf- 

fiiitton,  J.    H.CAsirutLL,  Dnnvh.  Erdman,  J ^  H.  Ew. 

1112,  Foster,   Garvin,    C.  J.    Ingcrsoll,    J    R.  Ingersoll, 

\Leib.   Leven,  McLean,    Mcllvnine,   Poll.-ck.    Rnmsey. 

Riiter,  Siewari,  Strolim,  James  Thompson  Yust — 23. 

PiiaKure—Hiniflun — 1.     Virginia — Pendleion — 1. 

it/urv/anrf- Lone    Perry  2.— 

North  Carulina—B-dnwufr,  Dnckery,  Graham— 3. 

Georgia — Sieplipnp.  Tonmbs — 2. 

S.  Carolina.  Alabama.  Mississippi,  Florida,  Texas, 
Missouri.  Illinois,  Michigan,  Arkansas — Norie- 

OAio— Delano.  Giddinss,  Harper,  Root,  Schenck, 
Tilden.  Vance,  Vinton — S. 

/ntiiona-McGaughey,  C.  B.  Smiih-2. 

A'tn/urfy- Bell.  G  Davis,  Gnder.McHenry,  Thomas- 
son.  Tronibo,  Young — 7. 

TcHjiC'sec— M.  Brown,  Cocke,  Crozier,  E.  H.  Ewinir. 
Gfnrrv-5. 

iomsiana— Tl  u  bodea  u  X— 1 . 

Toial  95-71  Whigs,  18  Locos,  6  Natives. 

The  Mmtrican  Sfnlinel,  of  the  1 4th  inst.,  (a  warm 
administration  journal.)  says:  "The  papers  and  peo- 
ple everywhere  thnughout  the  pood  old  Keystone 
commonwealth  are  daily  sending  forth  their  anathe- 
mas against  the  tariff",  passed  by  the  house  of  repre- 
senlatives,  and  now  belbre  the  senate  for  considera- 
tion. The  spirit  of  a  greatly  excited  people  is  abroad 
throughout  onr  whole  slate,  and  threatens  to  call  in 
judgment  every  man,  that  shall  iii  any  way  lend  his 
aid  to  destroy  the  tariff'  of  1842.  The  whole  body 
of  the  people  say  that  the  country  is  now  prospe- 
rous and  happy;  and  that  they  will  not  tolerate  any 
expel iments,  that  cannot  fail  to  give  the  best  inter- 
esls  of  our  slate  a  fatal  stab.  They  one  and  all  con- 
sider they  have  just  come  out  of  the  fiery  furnace  of 
a  low  tans'.  When  the  national  treasury  was  ex- 
hausted, the  credit  of  the  Union  was  considered  of 
no  value  in  the  money  markets  of  Europe,  and  here 
at  home,  ruin  like  a  walking  pestilence  was  seen 
with  lis  odious  footsteps  all  over  the  country. 

Such  indeed  was  the  universal  distress  prior  to 
the  act  of  ld42,  that  congress  had  to  pass  a  bank- 
rupt act  to  extricate  thousands  of  debtors  from  the 
embarrassing  difficulties  that  surrounded  them.  We 
want  no  more  bankrupt  acts.  We  wish  everybody 
in  this  great  commonwealth  to  have  full  employment, 
which  can  only  be  the  case  when  we  encourage 
home  industry. 

That  ihe  tarts' act  of  1842  has  proved  a  blessing  to 
this  country,  it  is  only  necessary  to  advert  to  our  na- 
tional credit  at  home  and  abroad,  ever  since  its  en- 
actment. See  too,  how  the  people  have  prospered 
since  that  time.  Why  shall  members  ol  congress 
therefore  shul  their  eyes  to  the  experience  that  we 
have  so  recently  been  taught  on  this  interesting  ques- 
tion. 

The  fate  of  this  question  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
senate,  and  in  Iheir  guardianship  we  trust  everything 
will  go  right.  Nor  will  we  allow  ourselves,  not- 
withstanding the  xchisperings  that  reach  our  ears,  to 
believe  that  if  the  vote  should  be  a  lie,  .Mr.  Dallas 
will  fling  his  vole  against  the  best  interests  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  press  and  the  people  of  the  slate  we 
repeal,  should  continue  to  send  forth  their  /oui^  thun- 
ders from  the  Delaware  to  Lake  Erie.  Ore  great 
broadside  in  favor  of  the  tariff',  so  that  those  who  have 
to  act  may  know  what  the  people  of  Pennsylvania 
demand  at  ikeir  hands.     Yes,  demand  is  the  word." 


of  all  parlies  on  the  subject.  We  hope  the  people 
of  the  commonwealth  will  assemble  forthwith  in 
public  meetinns,  and  express  their  voice  in  thunder 
tones  attsiiist  ihis  injurious  measure.  Let  not  our 
coal,  iron,  cotton,  and  other  interests  be  sacrificed 
without  a  struggle,  and  our  workmen  turned  out  of 
employ.  We  believe  there  ie  no  question  on  which 
Ihe  people  of  this  state  are  so  unaiiimoiis  as  Ihe  ta- 
bu F,  and  we  are  therefore  surprised  ihat  attempts 
have  been  made  to  show  that  the  tariff  was  not  a 
qiiesiion  in  1844  in  Pennsylvania. 

A  letter  trom  Norrislown  dated  13th  says— "The 
people  ol  Ihe  inlei  ior  of  Pennsylvania  in  iheir  might 
arc  coming  forth,  in  favor  of  home  industry  with  an 
enphasis  altogether  worthy  of  the  crisis  Good  old 
democratic  Schuylkill  has  sent  two  of  her  most  dis- 
tinguished citizens  to  Washington  city  to  express 
her  wishes  to  the  senate.  Both  political  parties  met 
on  the  occasion  referred  to.  1  here  is  a  whirlwind 
abroad  in  our  stale  that  is  gathering  strength  in  every 
inch  of  Its  march,  that  will  sweep  all  into  oblivion 
who  shall  atlempl  for  a  moment  to  resist  its  force." 

From  Potisville  we  have  an  account  of  a  meeting 
held  there.  Col.  Hughes,  the  same  who  in  1844  dis- 
cussed the  tariff"  quest  ion  wiih  Mr.  Clarkaon,  and 
carried  the  county  so  triumphantly  for  Mr.  Polk, 
addresseu  the  meeting,  and  declared  his  determi- 
nation 10  sustain  the  tariff  of  1842  at  every  hazard 

that  It  was  made  by  the  democrats  of  Pennsylvania 
and  sustained  by  the  demociats  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  thai  it  »ould  receive  his  support,  and  if  ho 
was  not  much  mistaken  it  would  receive  the  sup- 
port of  every  freeman  of  the  slate.  He  was  follow- 
ed by  Mr.  Haywood  of  the  opposite  party,  who  m  a 
practii  al  speech,  or  rather  a  speech  that  was  under- 
stood by  practical  men,  declared  that  his  object  was 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  that  he  could  not 
recognise  the  right  of  any  one  to  claim  either  the 
honor  or  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  its  con- 
tinuance. Messrs.  Kahn  and  Hughes  were  then  ap- 
pointed to  visit  Washington  and  declare  to  our  sena- 
tors Ihe  wishes  of  the  meeting. 
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The  same  paper  contains  the  following  paragraph 
,    ,  „     „  .^  ,  .  ,      m  relation    lo   the  strong  hold   of  democracy   in 

Alabama — K.   CUapnan,    Dargan.    HiUmrd,    (whig),    Pennsylvania 
HouMon,  MeCoMoe,!,  Payne,  Yancey-7.  _  |  the' peofle  rising-tiie  tariff. 

Meetings  ol  the  people  in  Berks  and  Schtiylfdll 
counties  were  held  last  week  lo  adopt  measures  to 
prevent  Ihe  passage  by  the  senate  of  Mr.  McKay's 
new  tariff  bill,  vtluch  it  it  becomes  a  law  will  have 
a  ruinous  effect  upon  the  coal  and  iron  interests  of 
Pennsylfania.    The  deepest  feeling  pervaded   men 


Mississiyiri—S .  Adams,  Jefferson  Davis,  Roberts. 
Jacitb  Th.iinpsun — 4. 

Louisiana — tLirnianson,  La  Sere,  Morse— 3. 

2'£j:a.»— Kaiilrnan.  Pillshnry— 2. 

Ohio — Biinkeriiuff;;!  Cunningham,  Faran,  Fries,  J.  J. 
McD...vtll,  Morns,  Parioh,  Perrill,  Sawyer,  Slark- 
vveatber,  St.  JoUn,  Thuriuaii — I'i 


Army  of  Occlpation.  We  have  but  little  that  is 
new  from  the  army  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  have 
neen  actually  amazed  at  the  impatience  which  wo 
find  expressed  in  various  directions,  and  even  exhi- 
biting itself  in  congress  in  the  form  of  a  resolution 
to  enquire  why  the  army  upon  the  Rio  Grande  has 
remained  so  long  inactive  since  the  victories  of  the 
8th  and  9lh  of  May,>  Persons  who  indulge  in  such 
inquiries  must  be  grossly  ignorant  of  the  nature  and 
difficulties  of  a  campaign,  or  of  the  preparations 
which  are  indispensable  to  a  successful  prosecution 
of  a  foreign  invasion.  Flatter  ourselves  as  we  may 
the  lact  IS  that,  owing  to  an  error  in  estimating  the 
capacities  of  the  enemy,  the  array  under  General 
Taylor  made  a  narrow  escape  from  almost  ulter 
annihilation,  an  escape,  to  eff"ecl  which,  good  for- 
tune as  well  as  severe  fighting  was  indispensable 

Had  Gen.  Arista  anlicijialed  Gen.  Taylor's  mova- 
ment  from  Fort  Brown  to  Point  Isabel  by  a  sin- 
gle day,  and  taken  that  post,  with  the  stores  then 
there,  (and  why  he  did  not  is  to  ut  incomprehensi- 
ble; It  was  a  fatal  error  lo  him  and  his  army;)  had 
he  made  that  movement,  Gen.  Taylor's  predicament 
would  have  been  irretrievable.  Even  with  the  ad- 
vantage which  Arista's  want  of  generalship  in  this 
particular  gave  to  Gen.  Taylor— his  predicament 
still  was  such,  that  It  seems  almost  miraculous  that 
he  reached  Fort  Brown  with  the  supplies  of  which 
tl  ey  were  there  so  much  in  want.  The  battle  of  the 
Sth  was  most  gallantly  maintained  by  the  Mexicans. 
The  anxiety  with  which  every  ofiicerand  man  under 
Gen.  Taylor  grasped  his  arms,  instead  of  reposing  up- 
on  Ihemduring  the  gloom  of  that  night,  was  unexpect- 
edly relieved  in  the  morning  by  finding  that  the 
enemy  had  abandoned  the  ground  they  had  for  so 
many  hours  bravely  fought  for.  And  the  battle  of 
the  9Lh  loo,  seemed  to  turn  upon  the  coincidence  of 
a  variety  of  circumstances  of  the  momeni,  as  disas- 
trous to  Ihe  .Mexicans  as  the  want  of  these  coinci- 
dcnis  might  have  been  to  Gen.  Taylor's  army,  if 
"fortune"  as  well  as  superior  ge»iera(s/iip  had  not  fa- 
vored them. 

One  lesson  of  this  kind,  we  venture  to  predict 
will  be  a  sufficient  admonition  lo  Gen.  Taylor.  He 
will  not  be  apt  to  adventure  again  so  far  upon 
Mexican  imbecility.  He  will  be  cautious  to  keep 
his  troops  within  reach  of  supplies,  and  to  have  at 
hand  the  means  of  transportalion.  We  should  like 
Gen.  Taylor,  in  maintaining  the  appellation  oC'rougft 
and  ready,"  not  to  forgel  the  pre-requisile  of  "safe 
and  sure."  Another  such  a  stale  of  anxiely  for  the 
j  safety  of  the  army  as  was  awakened  at  its  recent 
I  predicament,  we  hope  may  not  be  courted. 
i  That  Gen.  Taylor  will  improve  lo  the  very  best 
'  advantage   the  resources   he   has   at  command,  w* 


mo 
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have  full  confidence.  But  he  is  embarrassed  by  an 
inundation  nf  volunteers,  whose  term  of  servire  will 
not  enable  him  lo  fil  them  for  eflisctiTe  operation, 
and  for  whose  supplies  and  subsistence  even,  mueh 
less  for  whose  transportation,  adequate  provision  had 
not  been  made.  The  water  in  the  river,  in  the 
meantime,  it  appears  is  falling,  and  it  is  quite  uiicer 
tain  whether,  by  the  time  the  flat  and  light  draft 
boats  reach,  will  find  sufficient  water  to  enable  them 
to  ascend  to  where  the  advance  corps,  under  Col. 
Wilson,  is  already  pushed.  The  steamer  Neva  left 
Reynosa,  on  the  24lh  June,  at  which  time  the  river 
had  fallen  three  feet  from  what  it  was  when  it  as- 
cended. 

The  Neva,  after  arriving  at  Matamoros,  was  found 
to  require  repairs,  and  was  ordered  round  to  St.  Jo- 
sephs to  be  overhauled.  The  7th  infantry,  which 
were  to  have  gone  to  Reynosa,  had  to  be  disembark- 
ed on  the  30lh  of  Junel  The  distance  from  Mata- 
moros lo  Reynosa  by  the  river,  is  180  miles,  by  land 
about  80  miles.  Notwilhstanding  the  fall  of  the 
water  of  the  river,  the  quantiiy  of  rain  that  had  fall 
en  rendered  it  almost  impuasihie  to  transport  provi- 
sions, munitions,  &c.,  on  wh'els.  The  movement  of 
troops  must  of  course  be  delayed. 

But  suppose  the  principal  pari  of  the  army  under 
Gen.  Taylor,  by  great  efforts,  were  now  either 
marched  or  steered  up  the  Del  Norte  as  high  as  Ca 

margo what   then?      Where   are   the    wagons,   or 

horses,  or  mules,  wherewith  lo  commence  a  marLh 
into  the  interior  of  Mexico?     Until  these  reach  him 

and  reach  hiin  in  numbers,  too,  that  persons  who 

have  not  thought  upon  the  subject,  very  little  sus- 
pect to  be  necessary — unlil  they  reach  him  in  snfli 
cieiit  numbers  and  with  sufficient  subsistence  for  their 
own  support  as  well  as  Ihat  of  the  army,  not  a  peg 
can  Gen.  Taylor  move  from  the  Rio  Grande.  It  is 
better,  indeed,  Ihat  his  army  should  remain  at  Maia- 
tnoroa  than  that,  if  they  could  without  difiSculty,  be 
transported  to  Camargo — they  had  to  remain  there 
for  waul  of  the  means  of  penetrating  toward?  Mexico. 

A  letter  which  we  find  in  the  New  Orleans  Pica 
vune,  of  the  6th,  dated  Point  Isabel,  July  3,  from  a 
correspondent  who  left  Matamoros  the  evening  be- 
fore says — "The  road  we  came  over  last  nighl — 1 
mean  Ihe  wagon  road  behveen  Point  Isabel  and 
Matamoros — is  slill  impassable  for  loaded  wagon.*, 
and  it  is  a  wonder  to  me  how  a  light  wagon  can  be 
dragged  over  it.  From  Ihe  river  to  the  Palo  Alto, 
some  nine  miles,  there  is  nut,  altogeiher,  hall  a  mile 
of  good  road.  The  mud  is  generally  a  foot  deep — 
and  ill  some  places  two  or  three  feel  deep,  and  there 
is  at  least  four  miles  of  water,  in  many  places  hard- 
ly fordable  for  horses.  The  gentlemen  who  accom 
panicd  me  down  captured  a  gar  fi^h  on  "six  mile 
prairie,"  between  the  battle  fields  the  other  day, 
nearly  three  feet  long.  I  passed  over  the  same 
place  four  or  five  times  when  it  was  perfectly  dry, 
with  no  appearance  of  having  ever  been  oveiflowed. 
At  ilie  Resaca  de  la  Palma  where,  as  you  will  ob- 
serve on  the  map  a  road  passes  between  Ihe  ponds, 
and  that  is  deep  enough  any  where  for  a  respectable 
sized  steamboat  to  pass  through  it.  The  Palo  Alio 
battle  field  is  two-thirds  covered  with  water. 

"The  mosquitoes  showed  themselves  in  numbers 
for  the  first  time  at  head-quarlers  last  evening. — 
The  volunteer  camp  was  perfectly  shrouded  by 
smoke,  raised  by  the  men  to  lieep  off  the  intruders. 
A  rumor  obtains  in  camp  that  a  portion  of  ihe  Lou- 
isiana volunteers  are  soon  lo  be  disbanded,  and, 
though  Ihey  have  been  assured  that  such  will  not 
probably  be  Ihe  case,  they  are  quite  uneasy  about  it  j 

a  few,  because  they  wanl  to  go  home,  and  fear  the 

rumor  is  not  well  founded,  hut  most  of  them  because 
they  desire  to  slay  and  "see  the  thing  out.'  'When 
can  we  move?  Can  we  ever  gel  a  fight  oul  of  Ihemr' 
are  the  questions  conslanlly  put  lo  persons  coming 
from  Gen.  Taylor's  quarter."' 

Wc  should  have  been  spared  the  task  of  penning 
the  above,  had  the  following  article  reached  us  be- 
fore the  foregoing  was  put  in  type.  It  is  nut  for  the 
gratification  of  verifying  wlial  has  been  said,  but  tor 
the  value  of  lhe/ac(s  and  the  cogency  of  the  reason- 
ing that  we  extract  the  following  trom  the  National 
Intelligencer,  of  the  14lh. 
Copij  of  letlkr  received  liij  a  mniibcr  of  congress  from  Ihe 

seal  nf  iriir,  daled  Point  Isobci,  Jam  29,  184C. 

Sir;  Being  here  among  that  (lo  many;  unlorlunate 
class  callcO  volunteers,  and  having  not  much  else  to 
do  but  prolecl  mjselt  from  the  ell'ects  of  a  hot  sun 
and  almost  daily  rains  for  the  last  two  weeks,  I  have 
concluded  to  make  a  lew  notes  for  the  information 
of  those  who  keep  an  eye  on  the  acts  and  manage- 
ment of  Ihc  persons  charged  wilh  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  wilh  Mexico.  My  position  enables  me  to 
sec  and  hcai  much  of  whal  is  going  on;  but  1  do  not, 
like  some  others,  (ireteiid  to  know  every  thingj  there- 
fore you  must  not  discredit  what  1  sialo  because  1 
do  not  tell  all  you  may  wish  to  know  or  all  Hut  oc 


I  was  here  some  time  before  the  difficulties  com-|  lor  ha"  proved  he  did  not  wanl  many  to  assist  him — 
menced  in  April.  On  the  20th  of  that  month  a  I  certainly  no  more  than  he  called  for.  If  the  object 
young  Spaniard  and  a  Mexican  were  arrested  on  the  |  be  invasion,  the  inen  come  poorly  provided.  They 
point  of  Brasos  Santingo  Island  upon  some  suspicion  |  cnme  wilh  arms  in  their  hands,  and  there  are  provi- 
of  being  spies.  When  examined  nothing  was  elicited  i  sions  enough,  easily  obtained,  but  there  is  not  :       ~ 


calculated  to  confirm  Ihe  suspicion.  Ther  stated 
there  were  then  between  six  and  seven  thousand 
men  in  Matamoros,  commanded  hy  Gen.  Ampudia, 
who  was  anxious  to  fight;  but  that  Gen.  Arista  w-as 
on  his  way  to  lake  command,  and  was  daily  expect- 
ed. This  statement  seemed  to  excile  hut  little  at- 
tention here,  and  it  was  not  for  two  days  transmitted 


ciency  of  transportation  for  an  army  of  five  tho'isand 
men.  If  some  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  neces 
sary  means  of  Iranspnriing  supplies  for  an  army,  it 
would  have  been  much  better  than  sendi.ig  masses  nf 
men  to  suffer  in  this  climate.  An  army  cannot  move 
without  provisions,  and  if  we  penetrate  far  into  the 
country  it  will  require  a  great  number  of  wagons 


to  Gen.  Taylor.  On  the  23d  of  April  a  Mexican  '  There  are  about  three  hundred  wagons  and  teams 
came  voluntarily  to  this  place,  and  stated  that  a  large  here,  but  not  drivers  enough  for  them;  when  I  say 
Mexican  force  would  cross  the  Rio  Grande  on  that  j  here,  understand  with  the  army  We  are  lold  Ihe 
evening  or  the  next  day,  for  the  purpose  of  making  j  government  has  three  hundred  wagons  in  or  about 
an  attack  on  this  place.  1  was  present  when  a  young  Philadelphia;  when  they  will  be  here  no  one  can  tell; 
officer  was  interrogating  him  through  an  interpreter,  i  mules  have  to  be  purchased,  and  no  chance  of  gelling 
and  it  seemed  lo  me  the  purpose  was  more  to  intimi- }  them,  except  from  the  Mexicans;  they  are  perfectly 
date  the  man  than  to  elicit  information.  The  state-  j  wild,  and  must  be  lamed  and  taught  to  work;  this 
menis  of  the  Mexican  caused  a  good  deal  of  talk  du- !  will  take  a  lon»  time  after  the  wagons  arrive.     The 


ring  the  day,  but  seemed  to  cause  no  additional  vig 
lance  or  extra  preparation.  On  the  19lh  of  April, 
Capt.  Price,  who  commands  a  company  of  Texas 
Rangers,  arrived  here.  He  had  for  a  long  time  been 
stationed  at  Goliad  doing  nothing.  His  object  was 
to  get  Gen.  Taylor  lo  order  his  company  to  join  Ihe 
army.  He  went  to  see  the  general  on  the  26lh,  and 
left  him  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21sl,  being  told  that 
his  company  was  not  wanting  then,  but  whenever 
there  was  a  probability  of  the  Mexicans  fighting 
they  would  lie  informed  and  ordered  to  j'.in.  On 
the  24lh,  the  day  the  Mexicans  crossed  the  river, 
about  ten  or  eleven  leagues  from  here,  the  govern- 
ment steamer  Monmouth  and  the  chartered  steamer 
Cincinnati  lowed  to  sea  some  four  or  five  vessels,  on 
board  of  which,  passengers  and  seamen,  perhaps 
eighty  or  one  hundred  persons  left  the  place,  nearly 
all  of  whom  would  willingly  have  remained  if  il  had 
been  supposed  there  was  any  probability  of  an  attack 


Mexican  officers  are  having  the  mules  driven  off  as 
fast  as  they  can  into  the  interior,  and  forbid  any  sales 
lo  us;  slill  a  good  many  are  brought  to  .Matamoros 
and  are  purchased.  A  month  ago  an  officer  was  sent 
to  New  Orleans  to  purchase  several  steamboats  suit- 
able lo  navigate  the  Rio  Grande.  None  of  them  are 
here  yet,  and,  from  what  we  have  been  informed, 
when  they  do  arrive,  it  is  not  jirobahle  they  will  an- 
swer the  purpose.  In  the  mean  time  the  mouth  of 
the  river  has  been  closed  by  a  bar,  the  seamers  Sea 
and  Cincinnati,  chartered  at  high  rales,  were  caught 
inside,  and  are  of  Mule  or  no  use;  drawing  too  much 
water.  The  Col.  Harney  steamer,  belonging  to  the 
goveraraent,  was  during  the  last  week,  in  open  day- 
light, run  on  the  bar,  off  this  harbor,  and  has  gone  to 
pieces — a  great  piece  of  negligence.  The  utter  ne- 
glect to  supply  the  army  wilh  sufficient  transporia- 
tion  for  ammunition  and  supplies  now  paralyzes  eve- 
ry thing  and    prevents  the  army  moving  on.     If  we 


That  same  afiernoon  IhesleamerCmcinnali  left  here  i  had  had  one  month  ago  three  hundred  additional  wa- 
for  St.  Joseph's  I-Iaml  for  ihe  purpose  of  bringing  I  C'l"  ""d  '*°  "r  three  small  steamers  in  the  Rio 
the  women  and  children  left  there  to  this  place,  so  I  Grande,  we  should  now  be  far  on  our  way  lo  Monte- 
secure  did  every  Ihing  appear.  I  mention  these  cir-  rey,  in  a  high  healthy  country,  the  men  contented 
cumslances,  and  refer  you  lo  the  correspondence  be-  and  well,  and  no  lime  given  the  enemy  to  recruit 
tween  Generals  Taylor  and  Worth,  to  prove  that  the  !  'heir  forces  or  recover  from  the  consequences  of 
former  and    many   of   his  officers  believed  that  the'  'heir   defeat.     Instead  of  I'lis,  I  do  not  believe  the 


Mexicans  would  not  fight — an  opinion  that  was  neai 
ly  proving  fatal  to  a  portion,  if  not  the  whole  army 
The  feeling  manifesled  by  the  murder  of  Col.  Cross, 
the  attack  upon  Lieut.  P'irler  and  his  party,  and  oth- 


army  will  leave  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  before 
the  middle  of  August  or  ihe  commencement  of  Sep- 
tember. Until  then  the  men  must  be  paid  and  sup- 
ported— at  what  cost  you  will  see  when  you  can  get 
er  circumsiances,  induced  me  to  Ihink  it  was  their  I  hold  of  the  accounts 
intention  to  fight  soon,  and  I  so  expressed  myself  to  j  The  slaH'deparlment  of  the  army,  particularly  the 
several  officers  high  in  command.  Indeed,  Ihe  cir- [  quartermaster's  branch,  is  most  inefficient  and  ex- 
cumstance  of  two  armies  being  within  a  few  hundred  Iravagant.  The  only  persons  qualified  for  the  station 
yards  of  each  other  in  hostile  array  was  ceriain  to  of  a  quartermaster  are  real  business  men— men  of 
produce  collision  in  a  short  time.  The  events  thai  system  and  order,  well  acqiiainted  with  accounts.— 
took  place  on  the  24th  April  and  the  days  subsequent,  These  officers  require  no  military  skill  or  education, 
unlil  the  8lh  and  9lh  of  May,  I  shall  pass  over.—  but  thorough  mercantile  habits  and  capacity.  The 
S  ime  things,  il  appears  lo  me,  might  have  been  or- 1  consequence  of  the  quartermasters  not  being  su'h 
dered  diflVrently  and  probably  better,  but  I  am  nol  \  men,  will  be  developed  when  Ihe  accounts  are  exhi- 
soldier  enough  to  form  a  correct  opinion;  but  the  re- '  biled  and  the  expenses  come  to  be  added  up.  Their 
sulls  are  sulficienlly  brilliant  to  induce  a  oelicf  that  j  unacquaintance  wilh  business,  the  slate  of  the  mar- 
all  was  right,  and  will  alone  for  previous  want  of  i  kels,  &c.,  subjects  them  to  the  grossest  impositions  , 
diligence  and  over-confidence  in  the  pacific  intentions  i  in  making  contracts  and  piirchases;  and  there  are  1 
of  Ihe  enemy.  i  those    who  say    favoritism  goes   a  long  way,  but  of    I 

The  president,  in  his  message  of  Ihe  11th  of  May,  I  "la'  1  know  nothing.  , 

says — "American  blood  has  been  shed  on  American  I      When   the   expenses  of  this  war  are  paid  and  the 
soil,"  alluding  to  the  affair  that  took  [ilace  on  the  24th    accounts   exhibited,   tl.e   Florida  expenditures  will 
April  between  the  dragoons,  under  the  command   of '  appear  small.     The    most  enormous  r;iles  are  paid      | 
Captains  Thornton  and  Hardee,  in  which  some  were  ^  for  many  things,  particularly  for  the  use  of  ships  and 
killed    and   the  others  taken    pnsoneis  by  the  Mexi-  '  other    vessels   engaged    in    transporting    troops  and 
cans.     There   is   much  to  be  said  upon  the  question  '  stores;  from  twenty-five  lo  filly  per  cent,  more  than 
whether  it    is   rightfully   American  soil  where  this  ^  a  commercial  man  would  pay  for  similar  vessels  for     i 
affair  took  place;  but    ceriain    it    is  that  as  soon  as    his  own  use.     Let  ine  give  you  a   few  instances.—     I 
I  Capt.  Thornton  was  given  up  by  the  Mexicans,  on  the  !  The  steamship  Alabama  is  chartered  al  the  rate  of    , 
,  10th   or  lllh    of  May,   he  was  put  under   arrest  by  j  J16,500  per  month.     She  was  here  about  the  end  of 
Gen.  Taylor  for  disobeying  his  orders  while  on  thati  May  wilh  volunteers,  and  returned  lo  New  Orleans 
1  expedition,  and  bringing  on  that  fight  contrary  to  his    on   the    Ist  insl.     She  reached  the  bar  off  this  port 
^wishes.     He    is   now  here  under  arrest — a  circnm- j  several  days  ago,  and  was  soon  after  blown  otf  with- 
I  slance  1  have  not  seen  menlioned  In  a  public  manner.  1  out  landing  the  men  on  her,  and  has  not  yet  got  hack. 
I    may  al  some  future  time   send  you  a  statement  of  j  The  steamers  Augusta  and  Cincinnati  have  long  been 
I  some  facts  bearing  on  the  assertions  of  the  president  I  in   service   under   high    charters.     The  former   has 
j  and    the   circumstances  relied   on  to  prove  that  the  '  been  fasl  aground  since  Ihe  29th  May,  unlil  two  days 
bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  was  American  soil     It  may  j  ago.     The   latter   is  cooped  up  in  the  Rio  Grande, 
I  be  so  considered  now.  a„J  ,s  of  but  lillle  service.     An  old  French  barque. 

As  soon  as  the  alarum  of  war  was  rung  through  called  ihe  Blayaise,  was  condemned  at  Galveston 
I  Ihe  country,  volunteers  hastened  here  from  various  i  the  last  of  April,  or  early  in  Moi ,  as  being  uiisea- 
quarlers,  unlil  there  is  now  on  this  frontier  some  I  worthy,  and  sold  in  the  latter  month  al  auelio.i.  The 
eight  or  ten  Ihoiisand,  and  many  more  on  the  way.—  |  hull,  lower  masts,  and  some  of  the  ground  tackle. 
Many  of  these  men  have  left  comfortable  homes,  Stc,  was  purchased  for  about  $1,100  or  §1,200.  An 
and  have  come  expecting  to  see  active  service.  In- j  expense  of  j,300  perhaps  was  incurred  in  partially 
stead  of  that,  they  are  scattered  over  the  country,  in  j  rigging  her;  when  a  Lieut.  Kingsbury  chartered  her 
diB'erenl  encampments,  exposed  to  the  heat  ol  the  ;  lo  bring  two  companies  of  Texan  volunleers  lo  this 
sun  in  latitude  2(i,  and  the  soaking  rains  of  the  sum- '  place,  giving  «|i950  fur  the  trip.  Soon  afler  her  arri- 
mer  solstice,  inactive,  and  many  indulging  in  dissi-  j  val  she  was  di.suianlleil,  and  the  rigging  sold  or  olher- 
pation  lo  kill  time  and  chase  away  ennui.  1  will  ex- !  wise  disposed  of,  and  the  hull  alone  hired  by  the 
plain  why  this  is  so.  The  great  object  seems  to  have'  quartermaster  al  $30  [ler  day— §10,950  per  annum;  a 
been  to  hasten  men  on  here,  without  any  particular  good  interest  on  §1,6001  Other  cases  as  remaikable 
I  object.     If  it  be  for  purposes  of  defence,  Geo.  Toy-   could   be  mentioned.     A  new  quartermaster  general 
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ter  managed  perhaps.  At  some  proper  t.me  .tmi^M  ,  st  a  "er  .^^^  She  ha,  oa  board  the  new  f,.r  com- 
be  well  to  have  an  exhibit  of  the  anioiiot  paid  to  j  ^^  ^^^^_^,l^  C^^^^^j  j„  „,;,  ,„y  bv  Messrs.  Ilarvey. 
each   steamer   and   sailing   vessel  enjapd  in  trans- , 'p^J^  ^,^j  ^^,-^^3^    They  carry  wiihihemf.riy-Rvo     en 

?Z:  p^lcan":^s:t:'  ^a\:"ch  ves..  co,Md  Kh^th^df  nia^e  the^uoinpany  l^^'^^^.Z 
h,..«  h»Bn  pmnloved  for  by  individnas  for  their  own!  limidred  men.  In«  S"'^']-  ,  V  ii">"''^"''  -""'I  f"'" 
III'  't.:  ^l^r^orlu^ate,  were  also  p^J  la.  j  C.ro.nt  a.  ^^^^^^l^:,  ]fX^of;L^. 
year  for  iranspoi  tation  to  Corpns  Chnsli  and  Si.  Jo-  thence  '"^y  ^  ^^^  ^.^  ^^  3^^^,,  ,,„„d  ed  mile;  above, 
seph's  Island.  Sometimes  as  much  >vas  paid  for  a  j  ;"'•"='■  "^°  ,„^„^„  „f  tb«  three  firks  of  the  Mi3Sinri. 
vessel  from  New  Cleans  as  she  could  have  made  on  ■  -td  ^t;^«,J^^^^  ^^^,,3^  i„,^  ^ Cow  and  B  ackfoe. 
a  vova-e  to  Liverpool,  and  the  rates  have  not  abated.  |  ^.„^,„ry,  „ear  tiie  head  waters  of  the  Yellowstone,  lii^ 
At  an  earlv  period  it  will  be  well  to  look  into  these  ,  Horn,  and  Columbia  rivers  Tiie  desisn  is  ""''''o'^'"' 
exoendili  res   and  kno*  who  has  made  them  orsanc-    ,|,„,e',ribc9  of  Indians.    Nearly  all  ihe  '^'';'  P-'^V  a.f  "j 

tioned  them.                                             ■„       .       r        r"'"""^  '"'"""""  """  "      ''  ^'\stLuUEVa 
No  one  can  tell  when  the  army  will  make  a  for-    three  years.  l 

""'"''"" °  "'"        Seven  companies  of  mounted  riflemen   from  the  Rpd 

River  counties  of  Texas,  passed   throusb  Ausnn  on  .h. 


ent  kind,  and  there  are  a  number  of  companies  par 
ticularly  among  the  •rexans,that  have  none  at  all- 
Yet  the  men  so  far  continue  tolerably  healthy,  llow 
long  it  will  last  no  one  can  tell. 

Whether  the  Mexii-ar.s  will  risk  another  battle  ot 
a  general  kind  is  a  question  that  cannot  be  decided 
now.  If  lliey  could  have  been  pursued  soon  after 
the  battles  in  May,  their  force  must  have  been  dis- 
persed, killed,  or  captured.  As  it  is,  they  have  am- 
ple time  to  raise  reinforcements  and  recruit  their 
soirits     and    may    make   another  stand  in  the    hilly 


E.^FEDITION  TO  THE  PACIP.C-«.a  C-ip^,^"  "•,  A"  *U, 

p.diuon  IS  about  to  sai  Irom  New  York  for  =  N"'' ' 
Pacific  coast  of  America.  A  resiment  nt  vo  unteere, 
eonsistins  of  about  lOOt)  mon,  20  out  "".^"  "=  J°' 'j 
niand  of  Col.  D  Stevenson,  amply  provided,  it  wouiu 
aonear  wiVb  material  either  to  fight  their  way,  or  to  oc 
cS'py  cuTtivaie.  and  ci.^H^e  the  land  -"d  <he  "-Jf^e'  »/ 
whatever  reaion  they  may  light  upon.  .Articles  of  Ims^ 
handrv-a  priming  apparaius-scicntific  engmeera- 
cadetT  from'  WesrP..in.-firs.  rate  fanners-officers.  - 
,,,devenqualifi..l.d;^«aretee,,ibaH.      Cp^Kiby^ 


soirits  and  may  make  another  stand  in  ine  '"'ly  and  even  quahhed  emfors  are  le  eiuo,  mv.  v.^^-- -  ■ 
countrv  If  they  do,  1  have  no  doubt  they  will  be  «i,h  the  Albany  Van  Reosel"er  Gu.rds  offered  as  volun 
couniiy.     11   "J i,„  , „.,„!„, ,„,1  .„„„.  hot'  ,„„r.r„rihBPXoed  ion,  and  were  accepted.      _, 


defeated,  and  the  war  may  be  terminated  soon;  but 
if  they  do  not  conclude  to  make  auulhergeneral  fight, 
the  war  will  be  of  a  partizan  character,  and  no  one 
can  tell  when  it  will  lenniuate.  We  may  overrun 
the  country,  but  will  not  subdue  it.     As  long  as  pri- 


\viiu  uie  ..^loaii)  *,ui  .v.... .......   -.  - 

leers  fir  ihe  e.xpediiion,  and  were  accepted- 

T he  U   S  s  oreship  Lexington,  the  piooeeT  of  the  expe 

diiio,%a.ledfrom  New  York  or,  ihe  14lh  inst.,  for  the 

Columbia  ?iver,  with  Capt.  Tompkins  and  a  company  of 

fiymg  ariillery.  consisting  of  ?0  men    w,ih  6  guns    ..- 


the  country,  but  will  not  subdue  it.     As  long  as  pri-  ^-^^^^^    j,,^^  -^^^^^^3   „ui  20  guns  of  a  large    calibre : 

Tate   property    is  respcted,  and  the  lives  and  rights  pa,,.|,3n3  or  Bumfords,  4  mortars  or  ho.vitzers,  a    argf 

of  those  not  found  in  arras  secured,  the  Mexicans  do  qu,,„,„y   of  arms   and   ammuninon,  a"'^    '"?.'"'f'f  ° 

.    . I i   ,....  ..■o„..ii.n»  ihrniiirh  their  country    ,:. „i,,„rt  nor-ssanrv  for  the  crecuon  01  a  tornncaiioii. 


not  care  about  cur  liavelling  through  their  country 
and  paying  the  highest  prices  for  what  they  have  to 
sell.  It  is  a  species  of  warfare  better  for  many  of 
them  than  the  slate  of  peace  lliey  tiave  heretofore 
enjoyed.  The  men  are  frequently  employed  here  by 
the  quartermaster,  and  are  much  better  paid  than 
they  ever  were  before.  Yet  these  people,  as  a  mass, 
have  the  billerest  feelings  against  us.  Their  priests 
and  demagogues  have,  for  Iheirown  purposes,  foster- 
ed their  prejudices  and  animosities,  and  the  idea  of 
"extending  the  area  of  freedom"  so  as  to  include 
them,  seems  to  me  ridiculous  and  absurd. 


luaniitv   01  arms   anu    uniinuii, ..".■,   -■•-    ---.  - 
Jve  y  kind  necessary  for  the  erection  ot  a  fort.hcation.- 
A  lieutenant  of  engineers  also  accompanies  the  expedi- 
tion, to  superintend  ihe  work. 

VOLUNTEERS.  ^„,, 
Habeas  Corpus-Deserters -Judge  McCaleb, 
U.  S.  district  court,  N.  Orleans,  a  few  days  since,  in 
the  ease  of  Henry  Grammont,  arrested  as  a  deserter 
from  Major  Gally's  ballalion  of  volunteers,  now  sla- 
lioned  at  Fort  Jackson,  after  hearing  able  arg-in^ent 
in  which  the  counsel  for  the  government  contended 
.em,  .-eems  to  me  ridiculous  and  aPsurU.  that  Grammont  was  regularly  ^"'^  '^/''lly  «■;  '^^^  ^J 

tT.c  rumor  is  (and  I  think  it  worthy  of  credit)  that  a  volunteer,  under  authority  of  ^en-  Ga>,Ks  hat 
the  Mexicans  arl  fortifying  the  town  of  Mooterey.  It  j  he  was  legally  enlisted  undet-  -'^^^  J^f ^'i^''^ 
isaplaceofcon.s.derable.mportancemacivilandmili-    of  Louisiana,  as  expressed     nre^^^^^^^^ 

larv  ooint  of  view,  and  it  is  possible  the  enemy  may  '  gi^lalure,- and  that  his  voluntary  act   'esany 
filh\?or  It.  If  Ih^y  do  not,  they  will  make  no  general  |  him  to  serve  as  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  United 
fi.ht   that  IS  certain;  and  the  war  will  then  be  of  the    Slates,  thus  decided. 

Kueril  a    k  nd,   and  'be  waged  111  a  most  sanguinary        The  judge  reviewed  the  ^^^e,;  J^J^'^^,^^*;^'  ^^^ 
SDiri        Our    people,    particularly    the    Texans,  feel    cable  thereto,  at  some  length,  and  concladedb^^^ 
r;  hosule  a^d  L^h'exasperated  against  the  Mexi-    ciding,  that   Gen   Ganies  had  no  leg^   ant  ori  J  for 
cans;  and  if  ever  the   army    is   bioken  up  into  de-    calling  out  the  batial.ontn  quest  on     't^^' '"^  P'jf 
tachmeius  and   small  parti/s  they  will  not  be  spared    dent  had   not  --J^^f ,,^'^, ^rh^  ing      e^^  mus! ' 
by  them.     As    long  as  we  are  embodied,  under  the  1  inlo  service.     That  !•>«  D^'  f '"^"   '';      "^  „,-  ^ouis- 
co'iitrolof  high   officers,   a   proper  restraint  will  ^e    lered  into  ser^.ce  by  autlu^rity  o^^^^^^^^ 
exercised;  but  as  soon  as  the  small  chiefs  have  Siv ay    lana,  the  court  could  ha>e  noining  10  , '    f 

Zn..n  biood.hed  and  rapine  spread  over  the  coun-    S"ch  m^usleri^ng  w^as^.n  ^P-— ^^i^  .try^T- 

*■■?•  I  lary  enlistment  of  the  individual  could  not  be  plead 

The  Expedition  against  Santa  FE.-Thevo- I  against  his  application,  unless  Imenlistmenhad^ 
lunteers  under  Col.  Kearney  have  started  from  Fort  made  under  due  '^"^''"V^^"  '^^^  "tJ.°;"' on  he 
Leavenworth.  Captains  Waldo's  and  Reed',  com-  was  for  the  purpose  of  '^ '''"g  ^;";  '  "^ '",'„°",  en- 
panies  took  up  li.ei?  line  of  march  on  the  22d  June.  Rio  Grande,  and  could  not  b«  <^°;f  ^"'='' '°  limits  of 
LieTtenant  Col.  Rutt- marched  on  the  27lh  with  the  listments  made  to  man  ^^f'^  ,"' „^\"  '3^6  ,e  of  op 
companies  under  Captains  Walton,  Parsons,  Moss,  Louisiana,  and  for  .erv.ce  f"  f^'J'" '^f '""' "'^^/.i 
and  Toflif^n.     Col.  a'  W.  Doniphan  and  Maj.  Gil-    erations,  and  7.  Va'^nwl  apprehend       a   erv 

£::;;^-^^^^z;^S".:a:!:i'^^nr"'c:Smte^r;:i;:L=^ 
±{\r.^^  sr  ^^pSns'w-biiia:^  i-if  iS:.rr  "f  rtt::.  ^£  HS£ 

and  Fischer',  coo.panies  of  flying  ariillery,  and  Col.  that  it  was  ever  in  ihe  contL-mplalion  o  ho  e  who 
Ktrney  with  his  s^alf  started  on^he  30th.  All  the  consented  .^"  f -^-;^';V,;";  "e^f  e  n  r",  th^; 
troops  ,n  excellent  health  and  spinls.  { ;° -^age  in  .he  miliury^seiv.^       ^^^^^^  ^^,  J,^^^._ 

T,u      =    I  son     instead  of  being   allowed  10    participate  in  the 

ExPELiTio.v   aoai.nst   Uppek   CALIFORNIA.— 1  he   t)t.  ^  ^^^Hj^j  g^d  honorable  cvenis  ol  the  war,  tor 

Louis  Era  of  the  8ih  July.  3ays-"Capl.  J.  B.b.  Todd.  osecntitn  of  which  they  were  called  into  ser- 

ol  tlie6iii  regiment  infaiiiry.  arrivej   in  this  city  yesier-  j         H  therefore  ordered  that  the  petitioner  be 

t^r„^7r"o'm'C  ^^'L^ISI^ ZJ^tJ^l!.  oh^Ii^  \  dl^c^har'ged  from  custody._ 

^Jn'oJi^trrarbcent^rhe.;  to"^Sg?on^  1      Pav   or  yoi.uNXEERS.-The  secre.ar,  of  war  re. 

^r  them  mio  the  service!^  From  .his  poin,  it  is  supposed  ferring  to  inquiries  which  have  been  '"ade'.nbe  de- 
ihat  the  central  column  of  the  army,  under  L.eneral !  panment  concerning  the  expenses  coimeciea  wiin 
Wool,  win  lake  up  Ihe  hue  of  march  lor  riaii  Anionio.  i  [^^  enrollment,  subsistence,  and  Uansporlation  oi 
The  moLinied  men  olthe  Kentucky  yoiunieers.  and  pro-  I    ^l^^j  -^^  to  Ihcir  being  mustered   into  ser- 

bably  the  voiuiueers  from  Idinois,  will  take  this  diretiioi.  \  ^  has  sent  a  circular  to  iiie  governors  of  the  dii- 
-but  for  the  cour^  of  the  latter  we  huve  no  posiuve  in- ,  ^^^^.  ^  ^^  .^  ^,^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

formation.''  • 


"The  organization  and  enrollment  of  volunteers  in 
companies,  being  principally  a  local  matter,  it  has 
not  been  the  expectation  that  it  would  involve  any 
expense.  The  only  expense  contemplated  was  such 
as  necessarily  grows  out  of  the  subsistence  and  trans- 
portation of  the  volunteers  to  the  places  of  general 
rendezvous.  The  only  means  of  meeting  such  ex- 
penses is  the  allowance  to  which  volunteers  are  en- 
titled, on  being  mustered  into  service,  of  one  day's 
pay  and  allowances  for  every  twenty  miles  necessa- 
rily travelled  from  their  homes  to  the  rendeivous, 
and  which,  under  existing  laws,  is  all  they  can  bs 
allowed,  on  any  account,  prior  to  their  muster  inlo 
service.  Where  expenses  have  been  incurred  by  tha 
governors,  hanks,  or  individuals,  for  the  above  ob- 
jects, the  travelling  allowance  of  volunteers,  or  so 
much  of  it  as  may  be  necessary,  will  be  withheld, 
and  turned  over  to  those  who  have  advanced  money 
or  become  responsible  for  the  expenses;  but  thesB 
expenses  must  be  noted  on  the  muster  rolls  of  the 
companies,  in  order  Ihat  the  paymasters  may  he  en- 
abled to  refund  the  amount  by  deiluctions  from  tha 
men.  No  other  expenses  Ihan  surh  as  are  here  enu- 
merated can  he  refunded,  and  no  other  have  hereto- 
fore been  paid  by  the  United  States,  without  the 
sul  secjuent  action  of  congress. 

Where  the  troops  have  not  been  mustered,  it  is 
suggested,  that  the  proper  mustering  ofiBcer  be  noti- 
fied of  any  such  expenses  that  have  been  incurred, 
and  where  lliev  have  been  mustered,  and  the  troops 
sent  off,  that  this  department  be  advised,  in  like  man- 
ner, in  order  that  the  proper  instructions  may  be 
given  to  the  paymasters  on  the  subject." 

Under  the  instructions  contained  in  this  circular, 
the  paymaster  general  has  published  the  following 
table,  designed  to  govern  the  proper  officers  in  the 
adjustment  of  these  claims: 

Tiavciitii^  affotcniiCfS. 
Volunteers  under  the  act  of  13lh  May,  1846,  are 
entitled  to  the  following  allowances  for  every  twenty 
miles  travel  by  the  most  direct  route,  from  their 
places  of  residence  to  the  places  of  general  rendez- 
vous— 


B  ^ 
5"  ^ 
?  "-J 
Dragoons  or  mounted 

riflemen.  cts. 

Serg'l  maj.  or  qr.  m.  serg't  54 
Priu'l  mus'n  or  chief  bugler  54 
First  sergeant  51 

Sergeant  41 

Corporal  32 

Musician  29 

Private  25 

Farrier  and  blacksmith  35 

Artiilery  und  infantry. 
Serg't  maj.  or  qr.  m.  serg't  54 
Prin'l  musician  of  infantry   54 
First  sergeant  51 

Sergeant  41 

Corporal  29 

Musician  25 

Private  22 


50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 

50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 


c(J. 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


els. 

40  il  69 

40  1  69 

40  1  66 

40  1  56 

40  1  47 

40  1  44 

40  1  40 

40  1  50 

1  04 
1  04 
i  01 
91 
79 
75 
72 


Incidents,  tc. — Our  friend,  Capt.  Church,  of  the 
Bulletin, on  his  late  trip  from  New  Orleans,  brought 
with  him  a  number  of  officers  just  from  the  army. — 
They  were  full  of  anecoote,  of  course,  and  the  fol| 
lowing  little  illustration  of  character  is  interesting  as 
well  as  amusing: 

A.Tiong  the  volunteers  was  a  "gentleman's  son" — 
a  full  private,  who,  heartily  sick  of  rainy  vveather, 
mud  and  no  shelter,  first  went  to  his  captain  wilh  his 
complaints,  hut  meeting  with  no  particular  sympa- 
thy, resolved  to  have  a  talk  wilh  General  Taylor 
himself.  Arrived  at  the  commander's  quarters,  the 
general  was  pointed  out  to  him.  but  he  was  rather 
incredulous— "That  old  fellow  General  Taylor.'— 
Nonsense!"  Satisfied,  however,  Ihat  such  was  even 
the  case,  he  marched  up,  and  rather  patronizingly, 
opened  his  business. 

"General  Taylor,  I  believe?" 

"Yes,  sir." 

"Well,  General,  I'm  devilish  glad  to  see  you — atn 
indeed!"     'I'he  general  reluried  the  civility. 

"General,  you'll  excuse  me,  but  since  I've  been 
here  I've  been  doing  all  1  could  for  you — have,  in- 
deed; but  the  fact  is,  the  accommodations  are  very 
had — are,  indeed;  mud,  sir!  actually  mud!— 'blecged 
to  lie  down  in  it.  actually;  and  the  fact  is.  General, 
I'm  a  genlleman's  son,  and  not  used  to  rt." 

The  general  no  doubt  deeply  impressed  wilh  the 
fact  of  having  a  gentleman's  son  in  his  army,  ex- 
pressed his  legret  that  such  grievances  should  ever 
exist  under  any  circumstances,   in  a  civilized  army. 

Well — but,  General,  what  am  I  to  doi"' 
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"Well,  really,  I  don't  know,  unless  you  lake  my 
place." 

"Well,  now,  that's  ciril — 'tis  indeed.  Of  course 
don't  mean  to  turn  you  out,  but  a  few  hour's  sleep — 
a  cot  or  a  bunt,  or  anything — would  be  so  refresh- 
ing!    Your  place,  where  is  it.  General?" 

"Oh.  just  drop  down — any»  here  about  here — any 
place  about  camp  will  answer!" 

The  look  which  the  "gentleman's  son"  gare  the 
general  was  peculiar. 

"Well,  no  woniler  they  call  you  'Rou^h  and  Rea- 
dy!' "  said  he;  and  amid  the  smiles  of  all  but  'Rough 
and  Ready'  hitnseif,  "gentleman's  son"  returned  to 
take  his  chance  of  the  weather. 

[St-  Louis  Reveille,  July  2. 

Claiborme  Rin.EMEN. — The  gallant  corps  of  Mis- 
sissippiaiis,  commanded  hy  Capt.  Shrivers,  called 
the  ''Claiborne  Riflemen,"  have  entered  as  Texan 
volunteers,  lo  conjpose  one  of  the  four  companies 
which  Capt.  Seefelut  and  Lieut.  Connor  have  been 
authorised  to  raise  additional  at  Galveston. 

DisBAfjnED  VOLUNTEERS. — The  disbanded  Gun- 
men of  West  Felici.ina,  La.,  held  a  nieeting  at  the 
court  house  of  that  parish  on  the  28ih  ult.  After 
providing  for  the  di^trihulion  of  the  property  of  the 
company,  a  series  of  re.solulions  were  passed,  ex- 
pressing great  dissalisfaction  at  the  course  of  the 
general  government,  which  has  been  so  unjust  lo 
Gen.  Gaines,  Col.  Lafayette  Saunders,  and  them- 
selves, besides,  dampening  the  patriotic  ardor  of  Ihc 
gT'  ater  portion  of  Louisiana.  They  protesl  against 
ll  as  cnortifying  to  their  own  feelings,  and — 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  comqany  of  West  Felici- 
ana Volunteer  Mounted  Gunmen,  in  nflering  our  ser- 
vices to  our  country  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  ask- 
ing to  be  nijrchi'd  immediately  lo  the  assistance  of 
our  gallant  army  upon  llie  Rio  Grande,  performed 
an  act  alike  demanded  by  the  occasion  and  the  duly 
we  owed  our  noble  parish. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  acceptance  of  our  services 
by  Majur  General  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  and  in  orga- 
nizing and  equipping  ourselves  al  our  own  expense, 
by  virtue  of  his  request,  we  had  a  right  to  the  re- 
spectful consideration  of  the  general  governmenl. 

Resolved,  That  in  counlermanding  the  orders  of 
Gen  Gaines,  and  rejecting  our  prolfered  services, 
the  war  deparluient  has  committed  an  act  of  injus- 
tice lo  thai  gallant  officer,  and  dampened  the  patri 
otic  ardor  of  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Lou- 
isiana. 

Resolved,  That  the  department  in  accepting  re- 
cently the  services  of  similar  troops  from  olher  por- 
tions of  the  Union,  and  rejecting  these  of  our  volun- 
teer companies,  which  had  been  tor  many  weeks  or- 
ganized and  ready  to  take  up  the  line  of  march,  ex- 
hibited a  partiality  unworthy  the  spirit  which  should 
now  animate  every  patriot  bosom,  and  disrespectful 
to  us. 

Resolved,  That  we  solemnly  protest  against  the 
action  of  the  department,  as  not  only  mortifying  to 
our  own  feelings,  but  calculated  to  check  that  patri- 
otic and  active  zeal,  which  In  times  of  danger  makes 
ua  one  people. 

Resolved,  That  we  hiive  the  utmost  confidence  in 
the  military  skill  and  judgment  of  General  Gaines, 
that  in  him  we  recognize  a  brave,  gallant,  and  effi- 
cient officer;  a  sincere,  devoted,  and  patriotic  citi- 
zen, eminently  deserving  our  thanks  and  those  of  his 
country  for  his  active  zeal  in  the  present  emergency. 

1li,i.\-ois  volunteers. — The  1st  regiment  of  Illi- 
nois volunteers,  now  at  Alton,  under  the  command 
of  Col.  J.  J.  Hardin,  has  Ijecn  lully  organized,  by 
the  election  of  Wm.  Weaiherford,  of  Jacksonville, 
as  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Wm.  B.  Warren,  of  the 
same  place,  as  major. 

A  letter  from  Alton,  dated  on  Saturday  evening 
last,  inlorms  us  that  all  the  companies  comprising 
the  three  regiments  of  Illinois,  except  four,  had  ar 
rived  at  the  encampment  and  been  mustered  into 
service.  The  companies  yet  behind  are  to  come 
from  the  southern  counties;  Gallatin,  I'ulaski,  Pope, 
and  Wayne.  The  company  Irom  Gallatin  passed  up 
on  Saturday  night  last.  [Si.  Louis  Rep. 

Officers  — The  board  of  officers,  to  whom  was  re 
ferreU  the  question  of  rank  between  Col.  liak.r  and 
tien.  HarUm,  have  decided  in  favor  ol  Hardin. — 
The  question  of  rank  between  IVlajors  Morrison  and 
Trail  has  been  decided  in  favor  ol  the  former.  I 

[&7.  Louis  Kra. 

Correspondence  of  iUe  Ht.  Louis  Rtpublican.  I 

Franklin  iiotbE,  Alton,  June  21,  Jl  o'clock,  a.  m.      1 

A  very  rare  scene  has  jusi  come  utf  in  lioiil  of  the 
Franklin  houi-c.  Captain  W.  li.  Archer  marched  I 
the  Claik  coimly  volunteers  liom  their  qu^idrs  and  ' 
halteO  them  lu  Hunt  oi  the  hotel  Cjpt.  A.,  before 
dismissing  them  mudo  some  very  pertinent  remarks 


to  his  men,  in  which  he  used  the  blunt  words  of  hon-  I  lican  slates,  that  five  companies  have  complied  with 
est  indif-nation— such  as  a  good  soldier  should  do.—  I  these  conditions  and  attached  Ihemsches  to  Colonel 
He  told  his  company,  surrnnnded  hy  thousands,  that  Price's  regiment,  notwithstanding  numerous  articles 
they  had  been  regularly  received  into  service— were, :  in  journals  of  that  stale  to  the  follomng  effect: 
in  good  faith,  entitled  In  a  place  in  one  of  the  rcgi-        ""      -  ■.    -- 


The  Boonsvitle  Observer  says:  "It  is  now  generally 
known  that  Col.  Price,  of  Charilon  county,  one  of 
our  representatives  in  congress,  has  left  his  seat  in 
that  body  and  come  out  lo  .Missouri,  with  authority 
from  the  (iovernmeni  to  raise  a  regiment  of  mounted 

en  and  to  lake  command  of  the  same.     This  fact 


wanting  persons  who  suspect  that  favoriliim  is  at  j  has  been  published  by  all  the  papers,  and  sufficiently 
bottom  of  it      I  understand  that  Gov.  Ford  ac   '  commented   upon  without  any  further  remark  from 


ments— but  that  Gov.  Ford  had  swindled  Ihem  out  of 
it.  Captain  A.  repeated  (he  charge,  and  concluded 
Ins  speech  amidst  the  deafening  cheers  of  the  mnlti- 
tude.  There  is  something  rather  mysterious  about 
the  rejection  of  Capt.  A.'s  company,  and  there  are 
not  '         " 

the  ^  ^  _    _^ 

counts  for  the  rejection  of  the  Clark  company,  by  i  us.  We  would  only  add  to  what  has  already  been 
saying,  that  while  he  was  in  St.  Louis  receiving  com  j  said,  that  so  far  as  oor  knowledge  extends,  there  is 
panics,  his  secretary  was  receiving  them  at  Spring-!  but  one  feeling  pervading  the  communit);  and  that  a 
tield,  and  upon  comparing  notes  with  his  secretary,  feeling  of  the  deepest  indignation,  at  the  attempt 
It  was  found  that  between  them  they  had  got  too  ;  winch  is  made  to  wrest  from  the  people  a  right  guar- 
many  companies,  and  they  were  obliged  to  strike  |  anteed  to  them  by  the  laws  of  the  country.  We  ad- 
some  of  them  ofi  the  list.  This  moy  be  all  so,  for  it  mire  the  spirit  manifested  by  the  volunteers  of  this 
would  he,  indeed,  mortifying  to  suspect  a  g-otienior  of  county.  One  of  a  company  raised  here  lo  go  on  the 
prerarication i  hut  it  so  happens  that  the  Clark  volun-  j  Santa  Fe  expedition,  commissioned  lo  make  applica- 
teers  nere  received  and  rigistered  in  the  office  of  state  !  lion  to  the  proper  authorities  to  be  received  into  this 
at  Springfield,  on  the  ^ih  of  June,  and  in  a  letter  I  service,  was  told  thai  the  company  would  be  receiv- 
signed  bj  Gov.  Ford,  ol  dale  ]Uh  of  June,  and  pub- 1  ed  only  on  condition  of  a  pledge  to  support  Colonel 
li-hed  in  jour  paper,  he  ackncivleJgts  tliat  he  had  re  Price  for  the  comtnan*  of  the  regiment  of  which 
ccii'fd  the  company  from  Claik.  [thai  company  should    form  a   part.     The   condition 

Captain  Archer's  men  marched  from  the  Wabash  j  was  at  once  declined;  am  the  design  of  going  into 
on  the  21-1  ol  June,  at  2  P.  M.,  and  arrived  al  Alton!  (he  sevice  relinquished  altogether,  unless  events 
al  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  26lh.  Captain  I  should  transpire  vihich  shall  change  the  stale  of 
Archer  is  an  old  and  well  tried  soldier— was  an  offi-  |  things.  This  we  were  glad  lo  hear.  We  rejoice  lo 
cer  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  |  see  our  fellow  citizens  manifest  a  spirit  which  will 
and  has  resided  thirty  years  in  Illinois.  The  citizens  '  not  permit  them  to  submit  to  such  an  insult,  Gal- 
of  Clark,  on  his  departure  as  captain  of  the  volun- i  lant  and   patriotic,  ever   readv   to   pour   forth  iheir 


leers,  presented  him  with  a  sword,  sash,  &c.  He  is 
a  plain,  old  lashioned,  unassuming  man,  of  sterling 
worth.  He  is  a  democrat  ]n  praclice — a  ip/itg- in  prin- 
ciple.  He  is  now  a  volunteer  in  Capt  Bissell's  com- 
pany, 03  a  private  soldier.  His  excellency  sat  in  his 
room  and  heard  Col.  Archer's  speech,  and  the  plau- 
dits which  followed  it. 

Troops  are  constantly  arriving.  Twenty  seven 
companies  are  in.     In  haste,  yours,  P.  P. 

[Assume  allusion  is  made  to  Capt.  Archer's  poli- 
tical principles,  we  think  it  proper  to  say,  Ihal  the 
writer  of  the  above  letter  is  a  thorough  going  demo- 
crat.— St.  Louis  Rep  ] 

Iowa  volunteers — A  requisition  has  been  made 
by  the  president  on  the  governor  of  Iowa,  for  one 
company  of  volunteers,  in  addition  to  the  regiment 


heart's  blood  in  defence  of  their  country  against  i 
foreign  foe,  the  citizens  of  Cooper  are  equally  prompt 
to  resist  the  aggiessions  of  domestic  tjranny.  We 
verily  believe  that  Colonel  Price  will  not  be  able  to 
raise  a  regiment.  Tiie  people  of  .Missouri  will  not 
submit  to  such  dictation — they  are  made  of  a  differ- 
ent material." 

Jl  7ifu)  specimen  of  the  'freedom  of  elections." — Col. 
Price,  it  IS  reported,  has  come  home  to  obtain  tha 
command  of  a  regiment  of  volunteers.  A  stiange 
rumor  is  abroad  respecting  this  manoeuvre.  It  is  said 
Ihal  Mr.  Butler,  of  Marion  county,  tendeied  the  ser- 
vices of  three  fine  companies  from  that  county,  and 
was  informed  by  the  aid  of  the  governor  that  they 
would  be  accepted,  if  they  would  agree  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Sterling  Price  as  colonel,  D.  D.  Mitchell  as 
lieutenant  colonel,  and   Wm.  Gilpiii  as  major,  and 


called    for  from  that   territory.     This  company   is  lo    ,t,ai  |f  ,hey  would  not  agree  to  that  selection  of  offi- 


I  be  slaiioiied  at  Fort  Atkinson,  where  they  will  pro 
bjibly  remain  for  one  year.  Captain  James  M.  Mor- 
gan IS  in  command;  1st  lieul.,  J.  H.  McKinney;  2d, 
D.  S.  Wilson. 

Commander  of  the  Iowa  rolunteers. — The  Burlington 
Hae.k-Eje  says:  "U  e  understand,  a  few  days  since, 
not  knowing  anything  ab'iut  the  feeble  state  of  Ex- 
Governor  Chambers'  health,  Governor  Clarke  visit- 
ed Col.  Chambers  al  his  delightful  country  seal,  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  oH'ering  him,  without  an)  solicitation 
on  the  part  of  any  person,  the  command  of  the  regi. 
ment  of  Iowa  volunteers  with  the  well  deserved 
complimentary  remark,  that  if  Col.  Chambers  would 
accept  it,  he,  Gov.  Claike,  had  no  doubt  about  the 
regiment  being  filled  up  in  forty  eiiht  hours  after  it 
is  known  that  the  ex-governor  was  to  be  its  com- 
mander. When  Gov.  Clarke  had  seen  for  himself 
that  the  illness  and  feebleness  of  his  predece.-sor  ut 
terly  prohibited  the  acceptance  of  the  offer,  he  ex- 
pressed much  sincere  regret." 

On  the  above  the  St.  Louis  Republican  remarks — 
"Such  action  on  the  part  of  Gov.  Clarke  is  deserv- 
ing of  all  the  praise,  as  judicious,  wise  and  magnan- 
iinous.  Col.  Cliambcrs  was  a  brilliant  officer  ol  the 
last  wjr,  and,  on  the  elevation  of  his  companion  in 
arms.  Gen.  Harrison,  to  the  presidency,  he  was  ap- 
pointed  governor  of  Iowa,  which  office  he  held  until 
Mr.  Polk  succeeded  lo  the  presidency." 

Missouri  volunteers.— No  little  excitement  has 
been  prodmed  in  Missouri,  in  respect  to  the  appoint 
nienl  of  officers  lor  Ihe  volunteers  called  for  from 
that  state.  It  appears  that  Col.  Price,  one  of  the 
representatives  in  congress,  has  reached  that  state, 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  and  organizing  a  regiment 
of  mounted  men,  of  which  he  is  lo  have  the  com- 
mand, as  assured  from  the  war  department.  Olher 
principal  officers  of  the  regiment  are  also  indicated. 
The  Missourians  take  lire  at  this  innovation  of  their 
rights,  as  Ihey  conceive;  maintaining  that  the  volun- 
teers of  that  stale  have  by  the  slate  laws,  a  right  to 
choose  their  own  officers.  This  it  is  true,  will  in  a 
certain  way  be  considered,  but  not  in  suih  a  way  as 
IS  agieeable  lo  a  certain  portion  of  the  Missourians. 
It  Is  plainly  intimated  thai  one  condilion  on  which 
volunteers  will  be  acceplcd  and  muslcied  into  ser- 
ihal  li.ey  will   vulc  lo  eleci  Col   Prite  and 


cers  they  would  not  be  received.    [St  Louis  Jlmer. 

The  Hannibal  Journal  says:  "We  feel  warranted 
in  saying  that  the  companies  above  alluded  to  (and 
we  have  conversed  with  some  of  the  principal  otfi- 
cers)  will  not  submit  to  the  restrictions  thus  attempt- 
ed to  be  palmed  on  them — in  their  present  organiza- 
tion at  least.  Volunteer  companies,  battalions,  and 
regiments,  have,  ever  since  the  militart  system  has 
been  tslablishtd  in  this  governmenl,  liad  the  privi- 
lege and  right,  as  guardiiteed  to  them  b^  the  usage 
and  laws  of  this  free  republic,  of  electing  their  own 
officers,  and  the  regiments  herelolore  organized 
have,  accordingly,  exercised  that  righl;  but  in  this 
instance  it  would  be  inierred  that  the  regiment  has 
nol  the  material  to  make  braie  or  judicious  olticers, 
or  that  the  inen  composing  it  have  not  the  judgment 
or  discretion  to  make  the  selection,  but  that  ihejr 
must  be  appointed  What  absurdity — uirect  dicta- 
tion without  the  shadow  of  ri^hl — without  any  real 
power.  Its  parallel  is  not  to  be  found  in  ihe  annals 
of  American  military  history,  down  to  the  present 
period.  The  next  thing  we  may  look  for  will  be  the 
appointment  of  our  township  constables,  coroners, 
&c.  We  cannot  think  that  there  is  a  citizen  of  Mis- 
souri, who  is  willing  to  volunteer  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  that  will  fur  a  luoment  tubmit  to  any 
such  dictation  or  assumption  of  power.  If  they  are 
not  permitted  lo  choose  their  own  officers  they  cer- 
tainly will  not  turn  out." 

The  Palmyra  (Mo.)  Courier  say s:  "It  is  now  posi- 
tively aseerlaiiied  thai  an  additional  thousand  volun- 
teers lor  Sania  Ke  will  be  accepted  from  Missouri. 
There  has,  however,  been  no  regular  call  upon  the 
state  for  thai  number:  but  the  privilege  to  raise  a 
regiment  of  one  thousand  volunteers,  has  been  dele- 
galed  to  certain  men,  who  are  to  act  as  commanders. 
The  individuals  are.  Sterling  Price,  of  Chariton,  as 
col.  nel;  L».  D.  Mitchell,  of  St.  Louis,  lient.  colonel; 
Wm.  Gilpin,  of  Jackson,  and  I  liomas  Price,  of  Cole, 
majors.  No  complaint  is  made  ol  these  men  as  offi- 
ceis;  but  many  object  to  the  mode  of  their  ailaining 
coiniiiand.  ll  is  greatly  repugnant  to  the  ideas  and 
leeliiigs  of  our  citizens  lo  be  denied  the  right  ol  se- 
leeling  their  own  officers,  as  they  have  been  arcus- 
lomed  to  d".  In  const queiice  ol  this  leeling,  little 
disposition   IS  uianiiested    lo   volunteer.     While 


taid  officers  lo  the  command.    Tne  St,  Louis  Repub-     cannot  approve  the  manntr  in  which  Ihne  offictr 
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are  forred  upi.ii  the  Tolnnleeis,  we  must  yet  iirRf 
our  cjiizciis  rol  lo  li-t  «o  trivial  a  matter  deter  them 
from  E'lirij.  We  should  regret  lo  hear  it  said  Ihal 
Missouri  rtf  i-ed  a  firivilege  Ihat  thousands  in  other 
states  tre  ea'^nr  to  accept,  because  a  condition  is  at- 
tached that  ihcy  are  to  receive  as  officers  men  whose 
exertions  and  influence  doubtless  obtained  for  them 
that  privilege. 

Gen.  Wlliock  having  returned  from  Jefferson  rily 
with  an  assurance  that  one  or  tivo  companies  would 
be  received  from  IhU  division,  has,  with  his  usual 
promplilude  and  energy,  set  about  raising  a  compa- 
ny. His  headquarters  are  at  the  Missouri  house, 
where  persons  wishing  to  volunteer  may  enroll  iheir 
names.  The  general  experts  to  be  olf  in  eight  or 
ten  days,  and  has  expressed  a  determination  to  go 
whether  he  gets  a  company  or  not.  As  his  company 
is,  however,  rapidly  filling  up,  those  wishing  lo  join 
bad  better  report  themsevles  immediately." 

H^Thomas  L.  Price,  of  Jefferson  city,  who  was 
designated  lo  lake  the  command  of  a  battalion  of  ar- 
tillery in  Ihe  some  way  Col.  S.  Price  was  designated 
for  the  regiment,  has  abandoned  the  project,  assis;n- 
ing  oilier  engagements  as  Ihe  reason  for  tins  course. 
[St.  Louis  Ucpvblican. 


Picked  men. — We  understand  'Hal  the  men  who  |  will  be  pleased  immediately  to  relieve  me  from  a 
are  lo  join  Col.  Price's  regiment,  are  all  to  he  picked.  \  command  which  you  had  the  confidence  lo  confer, 
From  the  manner  in  which  the  officers  have  hteii  i  and  in  which  "  ith  all  Ihe  ardour  of  my  naliirc,  and 
"picked"  out,   "f  would  suppose  it  to  be  true.     Wei  to  the  best  of  my    abilities    I    have   soiiglil    lo  serve 


ti  ink  il  hardly  possible  llial  any  "picked"  men  could 
be  "picked"  up  in  Ibis  part  of  the  country." 


you  and  the  country.  If  there  is  any  /omi  or  manntr 
in  »  hich  out  of  authority  I  can  serve  yon,  il  is  Icard- 
ly  necessary  lo  say  wilh  what  alacrily  1  shall  be  al- 
ways at  your  command.  At  the  earliest  moment 
when  you  J'etl  assured  that  no  conflict  is  at  hand  or  in 
prtispcclive.  I  shall  h(  mm  h  gratified  by  bi-ing  allow- 
ed lo    reliie  and   not  bkfohe.     I  remain.  General, 


Alabama  vou'Ntkf.rs. — The  regiment  encamped 
near  Mobile  elei- led  Iheir  (ffioers  on  ihe  27lK  uli.— 
John  R.  Coffek,  a  priiaf  in  the  Jarkson  county 
company  was  eleiled  colonel;  Richaid  G.  Earl.  cap- 
Iain  of  the  company  from  Renlon  county,  lieutenant  I  very  truly  jours, 
colonel;  Geo.  Bryan,  of   Ihe  Tallapoosa  volunteers.  W.  J.   WORTH.  Brigadier  General, 

major.     The  regi.nent  embarked  from  Mobile  on  the  i      To  General  Taylor,  &c.,  &.c. 
29lh  for  Point  Isabel.  — 

I      After  reaching   Point   Isabel,  General  Worth  ad 

The  detachment  of  Maryland  and  District  of  i  Pressed  the  followin"  letter  lo  Gen.  Ta>lor 


The  Vubmjra  » /li^  says:  "If  Col.  Price,  or  Colonel 
anybody  else,  warns  to  get  command  of  a  regiment 
lo  Sanla  Fe,  we  will  tell  him  how  to  go  about  it,  we 
mean  the  way  il  would  suil  Ihe  boys  in  Ibis  section 
of  the  stale.  When  they  beat  up  for  volunteers,  let 
him  be  the  first  to  enrol  his  name  as  a  jirivate^  and  sav 
lo  the  buys  that  he  intends  to  go,  oj/ice  or  no  office. — 
After  his  enrollment,  if  he  has  any  merit  as  a  com- 
mander, let  him  show  it  by  his  acts.  The  people 
have  quite  discrimination  enough  to  find  il  out.  U 
he  is  compelent  to  go  through  all  the  regiinenlal 
evolutions,  he  can  have  an  opportunity  of  displaying 
bis  military  tactics.  In  that  case  it  will  nut  be  ne- 
cessaiy  for  him  and  ihore  connected  wilh  him,  lo 
loieslal  public  opinion.  Il  looks  too  much  like  dic- 
tation for  him  10  say  to  tfie  volunteers  before  they 
are  mustere.l  into  the  service,  "/ nm  lo  bt  Ihe  colonel, 

or  you  can't  join  my  regiment;  I  am  aullwrised  to  j 'I'hursday  next,  by  wl, 
raise  a  regiment,  aiiu  il  you  join  ii,  it  IS  « itb  the  ex- 
press undeislanding  you  are  lo  vote  lor  me  for  colo- 
nel." Fray,  Col.  Price,  w  ho  aiif/ioriW  yoii  lo  rai-e 
a  rt-giiuent  of  men?  'I  he  piestdenl  has  no  aiiltioril) 
lor  doing  it;  and  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  the  act 
ing  govtinor.  Young,  would  so  lar  overlook  the  laws 
of  the  stale  as  to  give  it.  That  authority  lies  with 
the  people  alone,  and  no  power  can  divest  the  >t  ol 
it.  But  the  wai  spiiil  is  up,  and  the  colonel  has 
been  bLalcii  m  bis  uislncl  lor  a  numinalion  for  con- 
gress, and  tie  is  now  on  the  lookout  for  moie 
"spoil."  He  should  be  foment  Willi  his  eighl  dol 
lars  a  day  and  "roasi  heel,"  lor  llie  reinainiler  of  ihe 
session,  and  -it  in  tils  arm  chair  and  occasionally  say 
eye  ui  no,  as  his  sii)  ei  lois  ii  ay  tell  hi>>  . 

IheiUect,  luuiallv,  of  Ibi3  uiiiaviful  act.  w  ill  be 
bad.  I  I  e  example  SI  I  IS  peinicious.  Il  Col.  price 
sucieeds  in  ihis  ii.oienieni,  what  will  ketp  others 
fiom  doing  the  same  thing;  11  the  mililia  Ijw  ol  the 
slate  IS  to  be  disregaided,  then  »e  vmII  have  mililaiy 
aspirants  spiinging  up  in  eveiy  valley  and  on  etcry 
lull  top  in  the  stale.  Nothing  will  he  heard  m  the 
land  but  "«ars  and  rumors  ol  wars."  Every  tyro  in 
the  land  who   has  ever  looked  into  "Macomb,"   will 


CoLCMElA  VOLUNTEEBS,    which  recenil)    left    All 

dria  ill  the  steamer  MassacbuscUs,  Ihe  New  Orleans 
Bulletin  of  Ihe  8ih  states,  had  arrived  at  Brazos  in 
13  days  and  distmburked. 

North  Carolina  volonteebs. — The  Raleigh  Re- 
gister stales,  that  about  fortt  companies  tiad  ten 
dercd  their  services,  an'l  as  ten  companies  only  were 
required  from  Ihat  stale,  Ihat  number  had  lo  be 
diojlid  from  Ihe  whole  that  ofl'cried.  One  oul  of  ev- 
ery four  drew  prizes  from  the  wheel  used  for  the 
purpose. 


Point  hiibel,  Brazos  Santiago.  13(/i  of  .Ipril.  1846. 

General:  Major  Munroe  has  advised  me  id'  your 
communication  of  yesterday.  I  have  been  del.iincd 
here  by  stress  of  weather  and  shall  be  probably  for 
several  days.  1  need  not  say  itiat  my  services  are 
<ii(irf/t/ at  your  command  at  any  time,  place  or  mo- 
ment. 1  remain,  General,  with  highest  letpect,  )our 
obedient  servant, 

W.   J.  WORTH,  Brigadier  General. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  Tatlor,  commanding,  &c. 

To  which  Gen.  Taylor   responded  on  the  14lh  of 
—  I  April,  as  follows: 

Ohio    voLrNTEEBS.— Col.    Morgan's    regiment  of  i  Headquarters,  ,1rv\y  of  Occupation, 

volunteers  left  Cincinnati  on   the  night  ol    the   lOlh  •  Camp  near  Matamoros,  Jlpril  liili,  184G. 

inst.,  on  hoard  two  steamboats,  for  New  Orleans.— i      General:    Your  esteemed    letter  of   yesinday's 
All  the  Ohio  volunteers  are  now  on  their  way  to  the  I  rfjie  „as   duly    received,  and    I  sincerely  ihankyou 


Rio  Grande. 

Rentuckt    T0LI1NTEER6. — Orders  have  been   re- 


the   oiler  of  your  services.     Had    we   been 

tacked  as  there  was  a  decided    probability  thai  such 

would  be  Ihe  case  from  the  other  side,  I  nould  glad 


ceived  Ironi  Washington,  changing  the  destination  ,  |y  avail  m\  self  of  them,  as  I  know  your  hiad.  heart, 
of  Col.  McKee's  regimcnc  of  infantry.  They  ^' iW  „nd  hand  xiould  hure  been  ii-ilh  U3  even  to  the  dialh,  if 
embark  this  evei. ing  lor  the  Rio  Grande  to  join  Gen.  I  „eressary,  in  such  a  contingency.  Wiieii  I  wrote  lo 
Taylor.  The  steamers  Louisville  and  Juliana  h.ve  |y]3J„r  Munroe  the  other  day.  General  Ampudia  had 
been  chartered  to  carry  ttiem  to  N.  Orleans.  Col.  j  :,„,  reached  Matainoros  wiih  a  small  reinlo.-iement 
Marshall's  cavalry  legimtnl  will  probably  start  on  ,  ^(  cavalry,  assumed  the  command,  and  al  once  or- 
h  time  U  isexpecledall  their  '  (jp,.gd  gll  Americans  in  the  city  to  leave  for  Virlo- 
equipage  will  be  got  ready.  They  will  proceed  Ironi  ^ij^pe  h,,,,^,.^,!  a„d  fitly  miles  in  the  mlerior,  in 
here  to  Memphi,~b)  water,  if  transportation  can  be  i  iwenlylour  hours;  and  the  next  da\  notified  me  to 
obtained  al  a  leasonable  rate;  otherwise  by  land.—  1  i^gve  for  the  east  bank  of  the  Nueces,  also  in  twen- 


From   Memphis,   II  ey  will    lake  up   their  inaich   by 
land  through  Aikansas.     This  information  Is  official. 
[Louisville  Journal. 
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ty-four  hours.  In  case  of  my  not  doing  so  war  would 
be  the  result.  1  inronned  him  that  I  h  id  been  or- 
dered by  my  government  to  lake  and  occupy  a  posi- 
tion on  Ihe  lell  of  the  Rio  Grande,  which  I  had  done 
ai.d  fioiii  w  hi<  h  I  1  ouhi  not  recede,  exiept  by  orders 
lioni  the  same  quarter  'hat  bruugtit  me  here  The 
inuvemenl  in  question,  it  was  expected  by  niv  go- 
vernment, would  have  been  a  peaceful  one,  and  that 
tie  »as  fully  at  libeily  lo  make  il  otherwise  at  any 
moment  he  might  see  til  lo  do  so;  in  which  case  he 
would  be  responsible  for  all  the  consequences  result- 

ng  from  the  same;  since  which  1  have  heard  nothing 

agine  /  will  not.  except   in 

the  way  of  protests,  remonstrances,  l<c — at  any  rale  un- 

il  my  communicalion  can  go  to  itie  city  of  Mexico, 


Who  can  view  the  incidenls  of  the  existing  war, 
without  profound  regrel  for  the  fate  lo  whicn  this, 
one  ol  the  most  cRjcient  and  distinguished  olficcr> 
that  belongs  to  our  army,  has  been  subjccteil.' 

The  services  rendered  by  Gmeial  Worth  in  final- 
ly bringing  loan  issue    Ihe    protracted  war  with  the  ]  Un\t\er  from  him,  ami  I 
Semiiioles  in  Florida,  had    fully  prepared  the  public 

miiid  throughout  ihe  couiiiiy  lor  an  exhibition  of  the  

same  military  taltnts  upon  a  large  field,  in  case  ol  i  ij^  a^'led  on  there,  and  the" n.easu.-es  lo  be  pur.ued' 
another  war.  1  Ins  i  xpeciation  for  a  time  uas  lully  growing  out  of  il  received  al  Malamuros,  not  any- 
realized.  G.  neial  W..rth  lell  Florida  in  S.-piem- ]  ,„ing  s.r„nger  than  paper  bulletins  will  be  received 
ber  last  wilb  his  regnneiil,  and  was  amongsl  Ihe  fiisl  ,  [,,  y^,  ^l  ,hj  ganii  lone  1  must  b«,  if  possible  lully 
upon  Itie  ground  ol  Corpus  Christi,  in  command  ol  j  prepared,  at  all  tio.es  to  meet  any  event  or  occur- 
Ihe  first  brigade,  consisliiig    of  twelve  compann-s  ol  [  rentes  w  hich  may  ari-e.      Under  this  state  of  things, 

turn  bis  reap-hook  inlo  a  sabre.     If  Col.  Price  sue- .  artillery,    the  8ih    regiment    of  inlanlry,  and    Dun-  ]  |  ^uuij  „„(  a,k    you    lo    return.     The  wealher  here 

ceeds    in  laising  his  regimenl  wilhoul  any  disappro    '  can's  battery       On  the  niaroti  from  thi  nee  to  Itie  Rll^  j  ^i„f.^  ,  ^y  i^n  i.^s  been    w  retched,  and  from  present 

ballon  stiuwn  by  the  public,   we  cannot    ee  w  by  olh-  jdel  Norte,  whi-nthe    Mexican    forces  threatened   to  i  appearances  will  conlinue  so    lor  some  time    whictl 

"■-  may  iiol  uo  the  same  Hung.    Il  the  military  spirit    dispute  the  passage  ol  General  Taylor's  aimy  al  tln^  (,a,  i,,^^^  n 

Colorado  River,  General  Worth  led  tlie  advance  ol 
Itie  gallanl  light  companies,  in  face  of  a  dense  cfia 
parial,  tliiougii  waler  lour  leel  deep,  and  IIU  lanis 
t  ide,  whilst  the  Mexican  artillery  ,  unlimbered,  »  iih 
portfires  lit,  occupied  the  tipposiie  bank.  It  was 
General    Worlh,    who,    with    his    own    hands,    tirsl 

try,  lei  liiin  make  the  proper  call  on  ihe  governor  of  [  hoisted  the  American  flag  on    the    banks  of  Ihe  Rio 

the  stale — Iheii   let  the  governor  u  ake  Ihe  necessary  |  Grande,  in  the  lace  ol   Ihe  enemy's  lorces  posted  at 

requisition  on  Gen.  Wiliotk,  and  our  word  foi  il  ilie    " 

14lh   division   will   come   lo   Ihe   leiciie    wiihheails 

willing  and  hands  ready  to  do  then  duly.     But  such 

a  c-all  as  ihis  we  hope  will  be  passed  by  unheeded,  or 

11  noticed  at  all,  laughed  lo  scorn,  as  it  couits  w  iih 

oul  pi  ectd- Lt,  or  Ihe  shadow  ol  law  to^uppulllt. — 

Il  is  merely  ihe  tjjsc  duil  ol   a  U  w  a^piiai.ls,  and  has 

the  8:incliuii  and  approbation  ol  a  Icii  politic  lai.s  in 

and  about  Washmgion  city.  I  maiulesUy  enleilaineU  al  thai  period,  that  no  serious    ^n  hour,  embaik  with    a  heart    lessened  in  some  de- 

L.  II.  Siiiiii.s,  esq.,  Ihe  •■ioft"  member  of  congress  '  h"»<ile  Ocmonsiraiions  would  be  atle^mpled^lor  some    ^^.^^  j,,  ,„    oppressive    burden.     1  congratulate  you 

from  the  scuihweM  pailol  ilie  stale,  lias  come  home      '"     "'     ""'  '^ 


and  enihusiasm  once  reigns  .-upieine  in  our  tavored 
land,  il  will  be  learlui  to  cunlemplale,  and  may 
shake  the  vtiy  foui.dalions  ol  our  glorious  lepublic. 
'Jbeie  is  a  right  and  a  v.  r  ng  way  lo  call  lor  vol- 
unteers, as  v-ell  as  lor  every  Ihiyg  else.  II  the  presi- 
dent  wanls  volunteers  lor    Ihe  dilence  ol  our  couii- 


has  made  ns  all  quite  miserable.  I  presume  it  was 
no  belter  al  Point  Is.ibel;  if  so  you  must  have  had 
anyiliing  but  a  coinlorlable  time  of  it  there  We 
have  heard  nothing  certain  as  regards  the  fate  of 
Cross.  Uishing  Ihat  matters  al  Washington  may 
be  so  arranged  as  lo  do  away  the  necessity  of  your 
retiring  Irom  Itie  service,  1  remain  willi  respect 
and  esteem  your  obedient  servant, 

Z  TAYLOR. 
To  Gen.  Worth,  U.  S.  army.  Point  Uabel. 


This  correspondence   closes   by  General  Worth's 


Malamoros,    whilst    the    Americans   loudly    cheered] 
I  ihe  waving  enibleui  ol   Iheir  nation.  j 

]      It  was  during  ibe  quiet  wbicli    for  some  time  sue 

Iceeded  ihe  occupation  of  Hit  p.  st  la^t  mentioued,  ihal  '  ^^^^^^  ,„  answer  to  Gen.  'lay  lor,  dated  April  16th. 
j  Geneial  Worlh  received  the  in.  i  lily  ing  intelligence,  f.„i„(  Isabel, '2  o'clock  P  M. 

I  I.  al  he  trad  been  superceded  in  rank,  by  an  ai range-  ..y^,,.;/  ig,/,^  yme^ 

;  mrni  announced  Irom  Ihe  war  department.  !      Gener.vl:     I    am    this  monifiil  in  receipt  ol  vour 

Slianng  lully  in  the  opinion  which  General  Tay  lor    ^^,„^  and  obliging  favor  of  Ihe  14lh,and  shall,  iii'half 


or  w  ill  be  I  ;o.t 
liilends  oiakin^ 
regiii  enl  ol  .1,0 
We  oppose  Ihe 
mailer  ol  couls 
ll  IS  nol  the  ini: 
power    aiiempied 


lew  days,  so  says  Rumor,  and 
tlloii,  like  Col.  Puce,  loiaisea 
d  mm  loi  the  bdUta  Fe  service. 
\einent  in  Col.  Price,  and  as  a 
e  snail  conueuin  it  in  ijiii.n.s. — 
e  oppose,  but  Ihe  Usui  pauoii  of 
jvei     the    people.     Let    ii    come 


liom  what  suuice  a  may,  sucii  bicUiiuii  thitll  a.eel 
wilh  our  opposition. 


by    the    Mexicans,   General   Worlh  deemed  il    ^^  ,he    turn    of  eveiils.      The  enemy    has   now  fiVed 

due  to  hin.sell  as  an  officer,  to  aemonsUale  his  sen-    ^jj  gu„_  a|,j  „,,||  surrender  the  boundary  as  submis- 

sibilily  lo  such   an   arrangement   as  had  been  order-    ^ivtly  as  he  professed  Ihe  determination  lo  resist.— 

ed.     He  therefore  addressed   the   lollowing  teller  lo    y^ur  dunes  will  be   those   of  pacification;  Ihe  mora 

Gen.  laylor.  agreeable,  because    more  conformable  to  the  policy 

Headtjuarters,  1st  brigade,  [  ol  our  government.      Would  lo  God  1    could  go  bet- 

^irniy  of  Ociupulion,  Jlpril  2d,  1S4G.        ler  assured  ol  ihe  fate  of  Cross.     1  strongly  incline 

Genebal:  '1  l.e  Otaier  ol  yuui  dcspaiches  has  left,    lo  Ihe  belief  that  Canales'  people,  acting  on  the  sug- 

anu  1  Lanuoi  peiuiii  a  inuuient  to  pass   btloie  piess  ,  geslio  s   ol  Carabajul,    may    have    laid    a   snare  for 

ing  upco  your  kind  ccnsideration  the   hope  that  you    him,  in  Ihe  hope  iiial  it  luighl    provoke  ycHj  lo  com- 
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mence  hostililies.  Recollect  what  I  reportad  to  you 
of  the  language  which  the  laller  addressed  to  me 
after  h,s  parti 'g  -ith  ,ow  at  Pomt  Isabel.  It  H  pos- 
sible 1  may  go  to  Washn.gl.m  as  jou  adv.-e. 

WiOiine  voii  all  success  and  honor.  I  rptnain,  (je- 
neJal    «r"ruh  >o,,rs.  W.J.WORTH, 

To  General  Tavlob. 

Genprai  Worth  repaired  to  Washington.  The 
da\  aiier  his  arrival  information  was  received  that 
hoMilitiei  had  commenced  on  the  Rio  Grande.— 
Ills  lellt-r  and  Ihat  of  General  J^nes  show  that  he 
was  as  prompt  now  as  he  had  ever  been,  in  a  ser- 
vice of  tinny  Ihree  years  to  repair  to  his  coun 
try's  stjndard-wh.ch  senti.nent  was  ""''"^'ood 
and  appreciated  by  the  president  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Gen   W.  wriles  as  follows  to  the  adjutant  general: 
irashinelon  cily,  -May  9f/i,  1846.  ) 
6  o'clock,  P.  M.      S 
Sir:  Reliable  information   which    1  have  ihis  mo- 


1  possess  a  very  delicate  scent,  and  smell  things,  es- 
pecially of  the  rat  species,  at  an  immense  distance. 
So,  when  1  read  these  articles  in  the  Times,  I  smelt 
them— smelt  the  beaver  that  was  in  them!  and,  the 
scent  coming  upon  me  very  strong,  1  was  struck 
wilh  an  idea.  It  was  the  same  that  struck  the  wor- 
thy Dr.  Primrose  the  second  lime  he  met  the  accom- 
plished Ephraim  Jenkinson,  nnd  heard  from  him  a 
second  rehearsal  of  his  Greek  learning  on  the  cos- 
mogony or  creation  of  the  world.  '•Pardon  me, 
sir,  said  the  doctor,  for  interropting  so  much  learn- 
ing, bul  I  thmk  I  have  heard  all  this  before."  The 
apparition  of  the  fair,  wilh  all  the  catastrophe  of 
the  colt  and  blackberry,  immediately  rose  upon  the 
mental  vision  of  the  learned  commentator  on  San- 
coniathon,  Manetho,  Lucullus,  Ocanus,  and  Berosus. 
Seeing  he  was  caught,  he  confessed:  for  Jenkinson 
had  so'iie  redeeming  points  about  him,  and  never 
lied  when  there  was  no  use  in  11.  He  confessed  the 
whole;  and  the  doctor's  "idea"  received  the  seal  of 
ils  confirmation  from  his  candor.  In  like  manner, 
I  must    beg  the    pardon    of  the  editor  of  the  Tim 


cious  British  diplomacy,  has  been  long  weaving  its 
web.  It  is  not  a  worthless  possession;  but  valuable 
under  many  and  large  aspects;  to  the  consideration 
of  some  of  which  I  now  proceed. 

It  is  valuable,  both  as  a  country  to  be  inhabited, 
and  as  a  position  to  be  held  and  defended.  I  speak, 
it,  first,  as  a  pisilion,  com  nanding  the  North  Pacific 
Ocean,  and  overlooking  the  eastern  coast,  of  Asia. — 
The  North  Pacific  is  a  rich  sea,  and  is  already  the 
seat  nf  a  great  commerce:  British,  French,  Ameri- 
can, Russian,  and  ships  of  other  nations  frequent  it. 
Our  whaling  ships  over  it:  our  ships  of  war  go  there 
to  protect  our  interest;  and,  great  as  that  interest 
now  is,  it  is  only  the  beginning.  Futurity  will  de- 
vel  ipe  an  immense,  and  various  commerce  on  that 
sea,  of  which  the  far  greater  part  will  be  Ameri- 
can. That  commerce,  neither  in  the  merchant  ships 
which  cany  it  on,  or  in  the  military  marine  which 
protects  it,  can  find  a  port,  to  call  its  own,  within 
twenty  thousand  miles  of  the  field  of  ils  operations. 
The  double    length  of  the    two   Americas   has  to  be 


f    o,        T>   1-  v,i„  ,„r„,-mTiir,ii   which    1  have  Ibis  mo-    1  must    Deg  me    paraon    oi   uie  euiioi m  uic   i  i.ucs,    ryp — a  stormy  and  tempestuous  cape  to  be  doubled — 
Sir:  Reliable  '"'^'■•"i;','^'""   ~J^  J^Ve  army  in    with  the  suggestion  that  I  have  seen  all  this  Utrecht    ,o  fi„d  iiself  in  a  port  of  its  own  country:  while  here 
menl  received  from  the  he.idqu.n^^^^^^^  ^^^^  .^    .^    ^^    ^,1    acquaintance  of    Hes  one  in  the  very  edge   of  its    field,  ours  by  right, 

front  of  '^'^,  ^^°'°';,."    j,„n  („  ,en„cst  permission  to  |  mine;  all    familiar  to  me  from  the    time  that  Presi    [  ready  for  use,  and  ample  for  every  purpose  of  refuge 
accords  wiinm)^  and  that  1  be  ord.-.red  or  1  dent    Jefferson's    governor    of    Lousiana    drove    the  .  and  repair,  protection  and  domination.     Can  we  turn 

withdraw    my  resgnalionj^a^najn^ay^^^^^^^^  _^^_^^^^    ^^^    |._^^  of  Ulrecht-across  Lur  backs  upon  it?  and  in    turning   the  back,  deliver 

permittcu  '""""''.,   ,  Uoarated  on  the  7th  i  49— and  kept  them  there,  regardless  of  all  their  cries    n  up  ,0  the  British?     Insane    and   suicidal  would  be 

of  the  troops  Horn  which  1  "^^^flY'l^^^,.^      ,    ,„j  ,a,„entations.  I  recognised  this  old  acquaintance  '  ,.« 'fatal  act! 


of  April,  by  order  No,  42,  Army  of  Occupation.     I 
am,  sir,  with  high  respect,  fee,  &o. 

VV.  J.  WORIH,  Brigalier  General, 
To  Gen.  Jones,  Adjutant  General. 

'■  MjnUml  General's  Office, ) 

H'lis/iiiig-loii,  May  9(/i,  1846.      J 

General:  1  have  submitted  to  the  secretary  of 
war  vour  letter  of  this  afternoon's  date,  in  which 
for  reasons  slated,  you  request  that  your  resignation 
recently  tendered,  may  be  recalled,  and  you  may  be 
ordered  or  peimilled  forthwith  to  return  to,  and  take 
command  of  the  troops  from  which  you  were  sepa_ 
raied  on  the  7th  of  April,  by  order  No.  43,  Army  of 
Occupation. 

The  motives  which  prompt  this  course  on  your 
part  are  fully  appreciated;  and  I  am  directed  to  say 
[hat  your  request  is  complied  with.  You  wil  there- 
fore repair  without  delay  lo  General  Taylor's  head 
quarters,  and  report  to  him  accordingly.  I  am,  very 
respectfully,  jour  ob't  serv't, 

B,  JONES,  Adjutant  General. 

To  Brevet  Brigadier  Gen,  W.  J.  Worth, 
U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


and  lanientations.  I  recognised  this  old  acquainlanc 
in  these  new  articles  in  the  rimes— nothing  changed 
in  spirit,  only  in  form 


the  fatal  act! 

To  say  nothing   of  the  daily   want  of  such  a  port 


in  spirit,  only  in  form.  |  j^^  jj^^g  ^f  peace,  its  want   in    time  of  war  becomes 

The  earl  of  Selkirk,  and  his  associate  sufferers,  in  ruinous.  Commodore  Porter  has  oflen  told  me  that, 
forensic  language,  confessed  and  avoided;  that  is  to  y/,^^^  proleclion  from  batteries  in  the  mouth  of  the 
say,  they  adraitted  the  line  of  Utrecht,  bul  plead  its  j  Columbia,  he  never  would  have  put  himself  in  a 
abrogation  by  war,  and  ils  supersedeas  by  Ihe  con- ;  condition  to  be  attacked  under  the  weak  or  collusive 
sent  and  connivance  of  the  Spaniard;  but  the  new  i  g^pg  ^(  ^  neutral  port.  He  has  told  me  that,  with 
articles,  improved  by  the  intrepidity,  if  not  hy  the  [  j^ch  a  port  for  Ihe  reception  of  his  prizes,  he  would 
profundity  of  Greenhow's  book,  (accredited  as  it  is  riot  have  sunk  in  the  ocean,  or  hid  in  islands  where 
on  this  floor  by  the  senator  from  Michigan,)  boldly  \  n  was  often  found,  the  three  millions  of  British  pro- 
lake  the  short  cut  lo  the  object,  and  now  deny,  out  j  perty  captured  in  his  three  years'  darmg  and  daunt 
and  out,  what  was  confessed  and  avoided  before. — 
In  other  respects,  the  Times  articles  now  are  the 
nieiiiorials  of  the  British  fur  traders  at  the  epoch  of 
the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  and  the  expulsion  of 
these  traders  from  it  by  virtue  of  the  Utrecht  line  of 
4i).  And  now  I  want  lo  ask  the  senator  from  Mi- 
chigan, (jMr.  Cass,)  if,  at  seeing  himself  Ihus  ap- 
plauded by  the  London  Times,  he  does  not  feel 
templed,  like  the  Athenian  of  old  al  seeing  himself 
applauded  by  a  rabble  he  despised,  to  turn  round  to 
his  friends,  and  ask  what  he  had  done  amiss  to  bring 
this  applause  upon  him?  (Mr.  Cass  nodded  assent,) 
1  can  lell  him  what  he  has  done  amiss:  he  has  taken 
ide  of  the    line    of  Utrecht 


I  .1..;  British  fur  traders    .. 
Worth  throughout  evinced  no  disposition  to  j  ^,|j   ^^    (^^   ,(,j,   editor  of  the  Times,  if  he  wishes 


perty  captured  in  his  three  years'  darmg  and  daunt- 
less cruise.  Often  has  he  told  me,  that  wilh  such  a 
port  al  his  hand,  he  would  never  have  been  driven 
to  spill  upon  the  waters  that  oil,  for  the  warn  of 
which,  as  a  member  of  Ihe  British  parliament  said, 
London  had  burnt  darkly— had  been  in  the  dark— 
for  a  whole  year.  What  happened  to  Commodore 
Porter  and  his  prizes— what  happened  to  all  our 
merchant  ships,  driven  Irom  the  North  Pacific  dur- 
ing the  war— all  this  lo  happen  again  upon  a  far 
larger  scale,  is  but  half  the  evil  of  turning  our  backs 
now  upon  this  commanding  position;  for,  to  do  so,  ia 
to  deliver  it  into  the  hands  of  a  power  that  knows 
the  value  of  positions— the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe,  and  our  own  coasts  attest    ihal— and  has  her 


stronger  would  occur  than  paper  bulletins,'' as  es- 
messed  by  General  Taylor.  But  when  the  first  ru- 
morof  a  collision  reached  Washington  ciiy.  Gen, 
Worth  sacrificing  ever>  thing,  disregarding  that  so 
depres.sing  to  a  soldier's  spirit  withdrew  his  resig- 
nation, repaired  instantly  to  -he  campon  the  Rio 
Grande  wheielicnow  is,  in  iine,  ready  lo  lead  our 
armies  'to  Mexico,  which  he  is  abundantly  able  lo 
do,  c.mbii.ing  the  rare  qualities  of  diplomati-t  (ap- 
nrecialing  and  under-standing  Ihe  peculiar  leatures 
uf  our  govcnimcnt,)>vilh  that  of  a  soldier— >vell^^,^,^j,„^_  „ 
tried  in  ni.iny  an  open  field,  and  bearing  upon  his  ^f  |,jj  doniin 
bo,  y  murks  of  the  enemy  which  will  live  wilh  the 
hislorj  of  those  glorious  achievements,  ever  com- 
nanding  the  ailmiralnm  of  the  Amei  ican  people, 
as  well  as  the  consideration  and  respect  ol  the 
v»orld. 


.g's  own  hand,)  which  so  marvellously  disap 
^,.,„..d  from  the  foreign  otfice  al  the  lime  of  the  | 
Ashburlcm  treaty;  and  also  to  the  thin  quarlo,  with  ; 
red  edges,  printed  at  the  corner  of  St,  Martin's 
Lane,  Ctiaring  Cross,  London,  Anno  Domini 
MDCCLlll,  prepared  by  Thomas  Jeffreys,  Esq  , 
geographer  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  intended  lor 
the  insiruclion  of  the  heir  apparent  of  the  dominions 
whose  boundaries  he  was  defining  to  him.  Upon 
Jenkins'  principle,  ihe  Times  editor  should  confess, 
alter  seeing  this  map  of  George  the  Tlurd,  and  this 
geography,  in  which  the  king  studied  the  boundaries 


SPEECH    OF    MR,    BENTON, 

or      MISSOURI. 


This  bit  of  rubbish  being  removed  from  my  path,  I 
>w  go  on  with  my  subject. 

Tlio  value  of  the  country — I  mean  the  Columbia 
,  .,ver  and  lis  valley  — (I  must  repeal  the  limitation 
i  every  lime,  lest  1  be  earned  up  to  54  degrees  4U  oiin- 
~"  !  uies,) — has  been  questioned  on  this  floor  and  else- 
1  where,  Jl  has  been  supposed  to  be  of  little  value — 
hardly  Wirth  Ihe  possession,  much  less  the  acquis! 
1  lion;  and  treated  rather  as  a  burden  lu  be  got  rid  of, 
i  than  as  a  beiielil  lo  be  preserved.  This  is  a  gre-al 
1  error,  and  one  that  only  prevails  on  this  side  of  the 
i  water;  the  British  kno.v  belter;  and  if  they  held  a 
tithe  of  our  litle,  they  would  light  the  world  lor 
what  »e  depreciate.  It  is  not  a  worthless  country, 
lid  that   under  m 


She  resists 
'e  abandon,  she  will  retain! — 
Aiid"her  wooden  walls,  bristling  wilh  cannon,  and 
issuing  from  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  will  give 
the  law  to  the  North  Pacific,  permilling  our  ships  to 
sneak  about  in  lime  of  peace— sinking,  seizing  or 
chasing  them  away  in  lime  of  car.  As  a  position, 
then,  and  if  nolhing  but  a  rock,  or  desert  point, 
the  possession  of  the  Columbia  is  invaluable  to  us; 
and  It  becomes  our  duty  to  maintain  it  at  all  haz- 
ards. 

Agriculturally  ihe  value  of  the  country  is  great; 
and,  to  undeistand  it  in  all  ils  extent,  ths  large 
country  should  be  conlempl  led  under  ils  difl'ereut 
divisions— the  Ihreeiold  natural  geographical  divi- 
sions under  which  ils  presents  ilsell;  the  niariliine,  the 
middle,  and  the  inounlain  Uistiicls. 

The  maritime  region— the  fertile  part  of  it— is  the 
long  valley  between  the  Cascade  and  the  coast  ran' 
ges  of  mountains,  extending  from  the  head  of  the 
Wah-lah-malli,  near  the  latitude  42  degrees,  to  the 
Straits  of  Fuca,  near  latitude  49,  In  this  valley 
lies  llie  rich  lide  water  region  of  the  Columbia,  with 
Ihe  Wah-lah math  river  on  the  soulh,  and  the  Cowe- 
liske,  and  the  Olympic  district  on  the  north.  Ilia 
a  valley  of  near  five  hundred  miles    long,  north  and 

ulh,  above   one    hundred  wide;  rich   in  soil,  grass, 


,N   SENATE,  M.VY  28,  184B-0N  THE  OREGON  Ql'ESTU.N, 

[Concluded  fto>»  page  239  ]  1 

Mr  Pur,s,ur,ST:  In  the  progress  of  my  speech  1 
find  another  litlle  bit  of  rubbish  in  my  path,  just 
thrown  into  il  Irom  the  other  side  of  the  sea-lrom 
London-which  I  musl  clear  away  before  I  proceed 
further.  It  is  in  the  form  of  an  article  in  the  Uxv 
don  T'"»-'»">="»!™1"=''-     ^   '■'''""''    ''"  J'"'^'="""'' 

some  numbers  of  lliat  paper  in  which  a  l^unous  vvar  siiuauoii  on  me    norinwcs.  coa»i  o.  ,       .  ..<=    -   - .^       -  . 

i,  raged  upon   the   Utrecht     ine   of  49  '"f "-V;-  "°     '^^    „ricu  fit    lor  the  residence  of  a  civilized  people,  I  near  the  base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  is  the  region 
tived  hy  the  conversalnmal  debate  which    ook  pace     »;"''  ,,3,  <,^,„^^,„„j  jl,„  ,r„ih  of  this  wise  re- 1  called   desert,   and    which,  in    the   imaginations   of 

in  this  chamber  some  two  miMUhs^rigo,  and  in   Win.n    ^J^^      ^^^    ^^^   ^^^^   ^^  the  coast,  from  the  Straits  I  many,  h.is  given   character  to  the  whole  country.— 

i  of  Fuca   oul   to   New    Archangel,  (and  nothing  bul  i  In  some  respects  it   is   a   deserl-barreii  of  wood- 
.,  ,         "       _V  ._ ...°...      :..i,i„.i    .  .11,  CO.,.  »    nans — me  anchov  Under  the 


bul  one  o    immense  value    and  that   unde.  many  as-  .  ,;„,t,er_sufficienl  of  itself  to  constitute  a  respect- 

peels,  and  will  be  occupied    by  others,  to  our  injury  ,  ^l  ^„j  „o,v  the  seat  of  the  British  commer- 

and  annoyance,  ,f  not  t.y  ourselves   for  our  own  be   j  ««J«  »       •  -  Vancouver,  and  of  their 

ncfil  and  protection.     Foriy  years  ago  it  was  written    '"'^^^^''Z,,,-      estab  ishment  of  Nisqually. 
by  lluinuuldl,  that   the  banks  ol  the   Columbia  pre-    »"=■" '""""b  ,     ,,        j  „.  1^ 

sented  the  only    situation  on  Ihc    northwest  coast  of  |      The    middle    district    Ir"",'.  '^e  Cascadejangejo 


he  senator  from  Michigan,  (Mr.  Cass,)  and  inysel 
were  speakers,  and  in  which  .he  existence  or  non 
existence,  of  that  line  «  as  the  pomtol  contesUilion 
•rue  Times  l.kes  purl  will,  the  scnalor  from  M.ohi 

'"aid  Vane,  i.ito  his  subject  the  "--I'l--'"''';' 

11.,  «..u  ...  I „n     Mr    Prt^Aii  out.  that 


„  fur   trading   posl   there,)  remains  a  vacant  waste, 
abandoned  since  the  quarrel  of  No.lka   Sound,  and 
the  derelict  ol  nations.     The  Columbia  only 


ol  Ins  fie 


?'ca' '"it ''rii'm'"''' "^'f ■'''■"''''''''''''*' ''"*''"   *   P°'""'°''i  ""'   f"''  that    possession,  saga- 


sprinkled  Aith  sandy  plains— melancholy  under  the 
sombre  aspect  of  ihe  gloomy  arlemisia— and  deso- 
late from  volcanic  rocks,  through  the  chasms  of 
which  plunge  the  headlong  streams.     But  this  desert 
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hn«  its  redeeming  poii.ls — tinch  water — era" — 
many  nafses — mountains  rapp-i)  with  "now,  to  re- 
fre>h  the  air,  the  laii<1,  and  I  he  eye — lil  yoming  val 
leys — a  clrar  sky.  pure  air,  and  a  supreme  salubri- 
ty. It  13  the  hn  e  of  the  horse!  fuund  there  wild  i.i 
nil  the  perlectim  of  his  first  nature  —  beautiful  and 
fleet — fierv  and  doeilc — patient,  enduring,  and  afTec 
tionaie.  Gen  Clark  has  told  me,  that  of  the  nne 
hundred  andsevetitv  horses  which  iie  and  Lewis  oh 
tained.  he  liad  never  seen  the  match  in  any  equal 
ntimher;  and  he  had  seen  the  finest  which  the  spurt- 
ing course  or  the  warlike  pirade,  had  exhibited  in 
Vireinia.  It  is  the  home  of  that  horse — the  horse 
of  Persia — ivhich  gallops  his  eighty  miles  a  day  — 
swimming  the  rivets  as  he  comes  to  ttiem — finds  his 
own  iood  at  niijht,  the  hoof  scraping  away  the  snow 
when  it  hides  the  grass — gallops  his  eighty  miles 
again  the  next  day;  and  so  on  through  a  long  and 
healthy  life;  carrying  his  master  in  the  chase,  or  the 
tight;  circumventing  the  game,  and  pursuing  the  foe, 
with  the  intelligence  of  reason  and  (he  fidelity  of 
triendship.  General  Clark  has  informed  me  that  it 
was  necessary  to  keep  a  scout  ahead,  to  drive  away 
the  elk  and  buffalo,  at  the  sight  uf  whi.-h  all  (he 
hordes  immediately  formed  for  the  chase,  the  loose 
ones  dashing  oB'  to  surround  and  circumvent  the 
game.  The  old  hunters  have  also  told  me  their 
marvellous  stories  about  these  horses,  and  that  in 
war  and  hunting  they  had  more  sense  than  people, 
and  as  much  courage,  and  loved  it  as  well.  The 
country  that  produces  such  horses  must  also  produce 
men  and  cattle,  and  all  the  inferior  animals;  and 
must  have  many  beneficent  attributes  to  redeem  it 
from  the  stigma  of  desolation. 

Ttie  niouMiain  division  has  its  own  peculiar  fea- 
tures, and  many  of  them  as  useful  as  picturesque. — 
At  the  base  of  the  inountains  a  long,  broad,  and  high 
bench  is  seen — three  hundred  miles  long,  fifty  miles 
wide  —  the  deposile  of  abraded  mountains  of  snow 
and  verdure  through  ihousamls  uf  years.  Lewis  and 
Clarke  thus  describe  this  great  bench  of  land,  which 
they  twice  crossed  in  their  expedition  to  and  from 
the  Pacific  Ocean. 

"The  country  along  the  Rocky  Mountains,  for  se- 
veral hundred  miles  in  length  and  about  fifty  wide, 
is  a  high  level  plain;  in  all  its  parts  extremely  fer- 
tile, and  in  many  places  covered  with  a  growth  of 
tall,  long  leal'ed  pine.  Thi-i  plain  is  chiefly  inter 
rupted  near  the  streams  of  water,  where  the  hills 
are  sleep  and  lofty;  but  the  soil  is  good,  unencum- 
bered by  much  stone,  and  possesses  more  timber 
than  the  level  country.  Under  shelter  of  these  hills 
the  bottom  lands  skirt  the  margin  of  the  rivers,  and 
though  narrow  and  confined,  are  still  fertile  and 
rarely  iiiuudaled.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  wide- 
spread tract  is  coveied  with  a  profusion  of  grass 
and  [ilants,  which  are  at  this  lime  (May)  as  high  as 
the  knee.  Among  these  are  a  variety  of  esculent 
plants  and  roots,  acquired  without  much  difficulty, 
and  yielding  nut  only  a  nulricious,  but  a  very  agree- 
able food.  The  air  is  pure  and  dry,  the'cliinale 
quite  as  mild,  if  not  milder,  than  the  same  parallels 
of  latitude  in  the  Atlantic  states,  and  must  be  equal- 
ly healthy,  for  all  the  disorders  we  have  witnessed 
may  fairly  be  imputed  more  to  the  nature  of  the  diet 
than  to  any  intemperance  of  climate.  This  general 
observation  is  of  course  to  be  qualified,  >ince  in  the 
same  tract  of  country  the  de^rees  of  the  combina- 
tion of  heat  and  cold  obey  the  influemie  of  situation. 
Thus  the  rains  of  the  low  grounds,  near  our  camp, 
are  snows  in  the  high  plains;  and  while  the  sun 
shines  with  intense  heat  in  the  confined  bottom,  the 
plains  enjoy  a  much  colder  air,  and  the  vegetation 
is  retarded  at  least  fifteen  days,  while  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountains  the  snows  are  still  many  feet  in  deptli; 
so  that  witliin  twenty  miles  of  <.ur  camp  weob~erve 
the  rigors  of  winter  cold,  ihc  cool  air  of  spring,  and 
the  oppressive  heat  of  midsummer.  Even  on  the 
plains,  however,  where  the  snow  his  fallen,  it  seems 
to  do  but  little  injury  to  the  grass  and  other  plants, 
which,  lhoUt;h  apparently  tender  and  susceptible,  are 
still  blooming  at  the  height  of  nearly  eighteen  inches 
through  li  e  snow.  In  short,  Ihi^disli  id  aQords  many 
advantages  to  settlers,  and  if  properly  cultivated, 
would  yield  every  object  necessary  lor  the  subsis- 
tence and  comfort  of  civilized  .nan." 

Other  and  similar  benches  of  the  same  character 
are  fifqnenlly  seen,  inviimg  the  fanner  to  make  hi- 
heallhy  habitation  and  lemle  held  upon  it. 

Entering  the  goiges  of  the  mountauis,  an  I  a  suc- 
cession ol  everything  is  foui.d  which  li  seen  in  the 
alpine  regions  of  S.vilzerland,  glaciers  only  except 
ed.  Magnificent  mountain  scenery  —  lakes — grassy 
valleys — snow  cappf-d  muuntai-s — clear  streams  ana 
founliiins — coves  and  parks — hut  and  vvarm  springs 
—  mineral  waters  ol  many  varieties  —  salt  spring^ — 
wood,  coal,  and  iron.  Sm  h  are  the  Rock)  Monn- 
taiiis  in  the  long  au'l  broad  section  Iroui  the  In  ad  ol 
the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  ol  the  sunny  south,  to  llie 
head  of  the  Athabasca,  of  the  Frozen  Ocean.    This 


ample,  rich,  and  elevated  mountain  reglin  is  deem- 
ed, by  lf:ose  unacquainted  with  the  farthest  west,  to 
be,  and  to  he  forever,  the  desolate  and  frozen  do 
minion  of  the  wild  beast  and  the  savage.  On  the 
cnntrery,  I  view  it  as  the  future  seat  of  population 
and  power,  where  man  is  to  appear  in  all  the  moral, 
intellectual,  and  physical  endowments  which  enno 
ble  the  mountain  race,  and  where  liberty,  indepen- 
dence, and  love  of  virtue,  are  to  m.ike  their  last 
stand  on  earth. 

Thus,  agriculturally,  and  as  producing  the  means 
of  human  subsistence  — as  sustaining  a  population 
and  supplying  the  elements  of  wealth  and  power,  as 
derived  from  the  surface  and  the  bowels  of  tlie  earth 
— I  look  upon  the  region  drained  by  the  waters  of  the 
Columbia  as  one  of  the  valuable  divisions  of  the 
North  American  continent. 

No  reason  to  undervalue  it  on  the  score  of  com- 
merce. Dot  this  branch  of  her  advantages  is  atlai  k- 
ed  through  another  ciiannel  —  in  the  supposed  unfit- 
ness of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  (or  the  purposes 
of  a  port,  commercial  or  naval. 

"An  expedition  of  our  own  (Captain  Wilkes')  has 
fostered  this  opinion;  but  fortunately  furnishes  the 
correction  to  its  own  error.  The  narrative  o(  the  ex- 
pedition condemns  the  port;  the  chart  that  accom- 
panies it  proves  it  to  be  good.  This  chart  was  con- 
strijcteii  upon  the  seventy  days'  labor  of  three  young 
gentlemen,  midshipmen  in  the  expeilition,  whose 
numerous  soundings  show  the  diligem-e  and  the  ac- 
curacy of  their  work  —  their  names,  Knox,  Reynolds, 
and  Blair.  1  read  what  was  written  in  the  narrative: 
it  differed  from  all  th.t  I  had  read  before.  I  exam- 
ined the  chart:  it  appeared  to  me  to  present  a  fine 
harbor.  But,  being  no  nautical  man,  I  put  no  faith 
in  my  own  opinions,  and  had  recourse  to  others, 
Mr.  Jas.  Blair,  one  of  the  three  midshipmen  whr)  had 
surveyed  the  port,  was  in  this  city,  son  of  my  friend, 
Francis  P.  Blair.  1  talked  with  him.  Ilis  an-wers 
were  satisfactory.  I  addressed  him  w  ritlen  queries. 
He  answered  them;  and  his  answers,  supported  by 
facts  and  reasons,  placed  the  harbor  above  that  of 
New  York. 

"But  a  New  York  pilot  was  in  the  city — Mr.  John 
Maginn — for  eighteen  years  a  pilot  there,  and  that 
upon  an  apprenticeship  of  ten  years,  and  novv  the 
President  of  the  New  York  Association  of  Pilots,  and 
their  agent  to  attend  to  the  pilot  bill  before  congress; 
he  was  here,  and  made  iny  acquaintance.  I  asked 
him  to  compare  the  charts  of  the  two  harbors,  New 
York  and  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  and  give  his 
opinion  in  v\'ritirig,  detailed  and  reasoned,  of  their  re- 
spective merits.  He  did  so,  and  these  answers  place 
the  port  of  the  Columbia  far  above  that  of  New  York 
in  every  particular,  without  excepliun,  which  consti- 
tutes a  good  harbor.  In  de[>th  of  water  and  in  width 
of  channel — in  directness  of  channels,  one  being  ex- 
actly straight,  the  other  v\'ilh  an  elbow  only — in  the 
form  and  character  of  the  bar,  which  is  narrow,  with 
a  hard  sand  bottom,  and  gently  sloping  to  the  shores 
— in  readiness  of  access  to  the  sea,  being  in  the  edge 
of  the  ocean — in  freedom  from  ice  in  winter  and 
great  heats  in  summer — in  steadiness  of  winds  and 
currents — in  freedom  from  shelters  outside  of  the 
harbor,  where  enemy's  ships  or  fleets  in  time  of  war 
can  hide  and  lie  in  wail  for  returning  or  outgoing  ves- 
sels— in  number,  extent  and  safety  of  anchoring 
places,  sufficient  for  any  number  and  .^ny  class  of  ves- 
sels, immediately  within  the  harbor — indefensibility, 
being,  from  the  n  rrovvness  of  the  mouth  and  the 
high  points  which  overlook  it,  susceptible  of  absolute 
defence.  And  in  this  respect,  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
I  lunibia  stands  out  pre-eminently  distinguished  over 
I  all  the  rivers  of  the  Atlantic,  and  most  of  those  of 
!  the  world. 

"No  seven  months,  like  the  Nile,  or  three,  line 
the  Mississippi — no  broad  outlets  through  low  lai.ds 
and  marshes — no  » ide  expanse  of  water  at  its  moulh 
— but  a  bay  within,  large  enough  to  hold  ten  thou- 
sand vessels,  a  narrow  gate  to  enter  the  sea,  and  pro- 
raontories  on  each  side  to  receive  batieiies  to  delend 
it.  In  short,  III  a  stale  of  nature,  witliout  pilots, 
light-houses,  buoys,  beacons,  sleam  lo.vboals,  an  ex 
cellent  port:  witli  these  advantages,  superior  to  Ne.v 
York  for  every  vessel,  from  the  iiierehanl  service  to 
the  ship-ol'-the-liue.  Such  is  ihe  hai  bor  at  Itie  inuuih 
uf  Ihe  Columbia,  winch  has  been  undervalued  lor 
several  reason-;  among  others,  to  find  an  aigument 
lor  going  to  54  -lO  to  search  for  harbois  in  the  depths 
of  volcanic  chasms,  otlen  loo  deep  f  r  anchorage,  too 
a'irupt  lor  approach,  and  always  scaied  in  slerile 
lands,  to  uhicli  geography  has  attached  llie  name  o. 
Desoli-tian.  Like  the  olherdisadvaulages  attributed 
10  the  Columbia,  tliat  of  Ihe  harbor  at  the  mouUi  ol 
ihe  river  vanishes  at  the  loucli  ol  examination?  Not 
only  vanishes,  but  terns  out  to  be  one  uf  iis  great 
and  positive  siipei  loriiies.  I  would  r  ad  Ihe  siale- ] 
menlsol  ..iidshipmaii  liiair,  and  me  pilot,  .Mr.  ftli 
gii.n,  but  find  iheiM  too  long  loi  a  place  in  a  speed.;! 
they  will  appear  in  an  appendix.  I 


"All  the  capacilie.i)  of  (his  harbor  are  well  known 
to  the  British  Often  have  their  government  vessels 
surveyed  it_ihr»e  timCH  that  I  know  of,  and  never 
with  a  disparaging  report.  But  whv  argue.'  While 
I  speak,  the  work  is  going  on.  Vessels  have  been 
entering  Ihe  port  since  1792— a  period  of  fifty  six 
years — without  pilots,  lights,  buoys,  beacons,  steam 
towhoats:  without  any  of  the  aids  which  Ihe  skill 
and  power  of  civili7.atinn  gives  to  a  port.  They  are 
enlering  it  now;  and,  counting  from  its  Urst  discove- 
ry, there  is  not  a  day  in  Ihe  year,  nor  an  hour  in  the 
day,  or  in  Ihe  night,  in  which  they  have  not  entered 
it,  and  entered  it  «afelv.  A  fev  have  been  wrecked, 
ami  a  very  few;  the  great  mass  have  entered  safely, 
and  this  in  a  slate  of  nalnre.  Whai  will  it  be,  then, 
when  aided  like  the  established  ports  of  the  civilized 
world?" 

The  carrying  trade  between  eastern  Asia  and 
western  America  will  be  another  of  Ihe  advantages 
belonging  to  llie  Columbia.  It  is  Ihe  only  position 
between  Ihe  isthmus  of  Uarien  and  Cehring's  straits 
on  which  a  naval  power  can  exist.  Mexico  has  no 
timber,  few  ports  and  none  of  the  elements  of  ship 

building.      The    L  nver   California    is    the    same. 

Northern  California,  with  the  bay  of  San  Francisco, 
and  the  magn.ficent  limiier  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  is 
now  shown,  hy  the  discoveries  of  Captain  Fremont, 
to  be  geopraphically  appurtenant  to  the  Columbia, 
and  in  lime  must  ubey  its  destiny.  The  Columbia 
river  is  the  seat  of  a  great  naval  pre-eminence: 
magnificent  timber — the  whole  tidewater  region  of 
the  river,  ISO   miles    in  length,  fit    for  a  continuous 

shipyard — supplied  with    cverylhing    from  above 

secure    against    the    possibility    of  hoslile  approach 
below.     North    of  the   Straits   of  Fuca  it  is  a  con- 
tinued volcanic  desolation,  where   ships    will  hardly 
go,  much  less  be  built.    During  three  hundred  years 
it  has   remained,  and    still  remains,  the   derelict  ol 
nations.  Russian  fur  traders  alone  have  seated  them- 
selves upon  some  of  its  hyperborean  islands.    There 
is    no    seat    for  a  naval  power  on    the  western  coast 
of  North    America,  except   on  the  Columbia.     The 
Asiatics  have    no  tasle    for  the  sea;  they  never  seek 
the  great  ocean.     The  people  on  Ihe  Columbia,  then, 
I  will    be    the   carriers   almost   exclusively,  between 
I  eastern  Asia,  and  its  myriad  of  islands,  on  one  side, 
I  and  all  Mexico,  California,  and  Northwest  America, 
I  on  the  other;  and  rich  will  be  the  profits  of  such  car- 
j  ryiug.  I  set  down  this  as  another  of  the  great  advan- 
I  tages  of  the  Columbia. 

I'he   grasses   of  the   country,  indigenous   as  they 
are,  and    in    the  wild   slate,  are   named   by  Captain 
Fremont  as  among  its  natural  advantages,  sources  of 
I  national    and    individual    wealth,  and    the  means  of 
I  changing  the   mode   of  military   operations,  by  dis- 
j  pensing  with  the  heavy    coinmissarrat,  of  European 
I  armies.     Horses  for   the  men    to  ride  on,  and  cattle 
I  for  them  to  feed  on,  uuuld  both  find  their  support  in 
j  these  grasses,  and  perniil  the  most  rapid  and  extend- 
ed   movements   of   mounted   gun  men,  cavalry,  and 
horse  artillery.     He  says: 
"Referring  to  my  journal   for  particular  descrip- 
1  tioiis,  and  lor  sectional  boundaries  between  good  and 
;  bad  districts,  I  can  only  say    in    general  and  compa- 
j  iBlive    terras,    liiat,    in    that    branch   of  agriculture 
which  implies  the    cullivatioo    of  grains  and  staple 
crops,  It   would    be    inferior   to  the  Atlantic  slates, 
thoiigli  many  parts  ate  superior  for  wheat;  while   in 
the  rearing  of  flocks  and  herds,  it  would  claim  a  high 
place,     lis  grazing  capabilities  are    great;    and  even 
ill  the  indigenous  grass  now  there,  an  element  of  na- 
tional and  individual  wealth  may  be  found.     In  fad, 
the  valuable  grasses  begin   within    one  bundled  and' 
filly  miles  of  the  Missouri  frontier,  and  extend  to  the 
Pacific  O  e.in.     East  of  the  Rocky    Moiuljins  it  is 
the  short  curly  grass,  on  which    the  Imtfjlo  delights 
to  feed,  (wheni  e  iis   name  of  huH'.lo,)  and  which  is 
still  good  when  dry  and    apparently  dead.     West  of 
those    mountains,  it    is  a  larger    growth,  in  clusters, 
and  hence  called    bunch    grass,  and  which  has  a  se- 
cond   or    fail    growth.     Plains   and    mounlaius  bulb 
exhibit  liitm;    and  I  have  seen  good  pasturage  at  an 
elevation    of  ten    thousand    feet.     In    this  spontane- 
ous product,  the  trading  or    travelling  caravans  can 
Bud    subsistence   lor    ttieir    annuals;  and,  in    milita- 
ry up.-ralions,  any  number  ol  cavalry  may    be  mov- 
ed, and    any    number    of  callle    be  dri  .en,  and   tlius 
men    and    tior-cs    be   supported  on  long  expediti.^ns 
and  even    lu    winter  in  llie  aheliered   siluatious  " 

(p.  nr, ) 

Militarily,  its  advantages  are  vast,  and  are  gra- 
phically sketched  by  Capiaiii  Fremont.  In  his  ex- 
ieuded  exploraliuiis,  he  has  viewed  the  counlry  un- 
der every  aspect  of  natural  or  physical  geography, 
anj  thus  presents  il  under  its  mililary  aspect  in  a 
stale  uf  nature: 

"I'he  Columbia  is  the  only  river  which  traverses 
the  vyhole  breadth  of  tne  country,  breaking  iliiuugh 
all  the  ran,;e-,  .ud  entering  the  sea.  Ura  in,;  its 
waters  Irom  a  section  of  ten   degrees  of  latitude   in 
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the  Rncky  Mnnnlains,  whinh  are.  eolleotpH  inlo  one 
stream  nv  three  main  forks,  (Lewis'.  Clark'«,  and 
N'.rlh  Folk.)  n^ar  the  centre  of  the  Oregon  vnlley, 
this  sjrpat  river  thence  proceeds  by  a  sinile  channel 
to  the  sea,  while  its  three  forks  lead  each  to  a  pass 
in  the  monntains,  which  opens  the  way  into  the  in 
terior  of  the  continent.  This  fact  in  relation  to  the 
rivers  of  this  region,  give  an  immense  value  to  the 
Guliimhia.  Its  mouth  is  the  only  inlet  and  outlet  to 
and  frimi  llie  sea;  its  three  forks  lead  to  the  passes 
in  the  miMintaiiis;  it  is,  therefore,  the  only  line  of 
communication  between  the  Pacific  and  the  interior 
of  North  America,  and  all  operations  of  war  or  com- 
merce, o(  national  or  social  intercourse,  must  be 
conducted  upon  it.  This  gives  it  a  value,  beyond 
estimation,  and  would  involve  irreparable  injury 
if  lost.  In  Ibis  unity  and  concentration  of  its  wa- 
ters, llie  Pacific  side  of  our  continent  differs  en 
lirely  from  the  Atlantic  side,  where  the  waters  of 
the  Allegheny  Mountains  are  dispersed  inlo  many 
rivers,  having  Iheir  different  entrances  into  the  sea, 
and  opening  many  lines  of  communication  with  the 
interior. 

"The  Pacific  coast  is  equally  different  from  that  of 
the  Atlnntic.  The  coast  of  the  Atlantic  is  low  and 
open,  indented  with  numerous  hays,  sounds,  and 
rivers  e-tuaries,  accessable  every  where,  and  open- 
ing by  many  channels  into  the  heart  of  the  country. 
The  pacific  coa^l,  on  the  contrary;  is  high  and  com- 
pact, with  few  bays,  and  but  one  that  opens  into  the 
heart  of  th«  countrv.  The  immediate  coast  is  wliat 
the  seamen  call  iron  bound.  A  little  within,  it  is 
skirted  by  two  successive  ranges  of  mountains,  stand- 
ing as  ram|iai  Is  between  the  sea  and  the  interior 
countr),  and  lo  get  through  which  there  is  but  one  j 
gale,  and  that  narrow  and  easily  defended.  The 
structure  of  the  coast,  backed  by  these  two  ranges 
of  mountains,  with  its  concentration  and  unity  of 
waters,  gucs  to  the  country  an  immense  military! 
strength,  and  »  ill  probably  render  Oieg"n  the  mnst  [ 
impregnable  country  in  the  world  " — (p.  974-5  )  | 
"(jini.mercjally,  the  advantages  of  Oregon  will  be  j 
giea' — targreaier  than  any  equal  portion  of  the  .^l-  ] 
laoiic  stales.  The  eastern  Asiatics,  who  will  be  their 
chief  customers,  are  more  numerous  than  our  cus- 
tomers in  western  Europe — more  pritfitahle  to  trade 
with,  and  less  dangerous  to  quarrel  with.  Their  ar- 
ticles of  cmiimen  e  are  richer  than  those  of  Europe; 
they  want  «  hat  the  Oregons  will  have  to  spare,  bread 
and  provisions,  and  have  no  systems  of  policy  to  pre- 
vent ttieui  from  piirciiasing  tFiese  necessaries  ol  life 
from  those  »  ho  can  supply  them.  The  sea  which 
wa-iies  their  shores  is  every  way  a  belter  sea  than 
the  Atlantic;  richer  in  its  wtiale  and  other  fisheries; 
in  the  fur  regions  which  inclose  it  to  the  north;  more 
fortunate  in  the  tranquility  of  Us  character,  in  its 
perfect  adaptation  to  steam  navigation;  in  its  inter 
mediate  or  tiaifway  islands,  and  Us  myriad  of  ricli 
islands  on  its  further  side;  in  its  freedom  1'rom  mari- 
time povvers  on  its  coasts,  except  the  American,  \v  hie h 
is  to  grow  up  at  the  mouth  ol  the  Columbia.  As  a 
people  to  trade  with;  as  a  sea  to  navigate;  the  Mon 
golian  ra.  e  of  eastern  A^ia,  and  the  Norlh  Paeifie 
ocean  aie  lar  preferable  to  the  Europeans  and  the 
Ailanlic." 

But  enough  of  this.  The  country  is  vindicated, 
error  is  dispelled.  ln.*lead  of  worihlessness,  the  re- 
gion ol  the  Oregon  is  proved  to  have  all  the  ciipabi- 
lilies  to  suslaiii  a  grc.t  populatum.  and  to  furnisti  liie 
elements  of  coinmerce  and  manufactures — a  va-l  and 
rich  (.omnieiee  and  i  avigatinn  at  it-  hai  ds — a  [tea 
ceable  sea  to  navigate — gentle  and  profitatile  people 
to  trade  with  them — a  climate  of  siiprtnie  and  al- 
most miraeuluus  salubrity — a  natural  froniier  ol 
mountain  ramparts — a  triple  barrier  of  mouulains — 
to  give  her  a  military  impregnability. 

Having  cleared  awa^  the  errors  which  undervalu- 
ed the  country,  and  pointed  out  the  advantages  pe- 
culiar to  It,  I  now  come  lo  another  advantage,  com- 
mon to  all  Norlh  America,  and  long  since  the  che- 
rished vision  of  my  young  iuiagination.  A  Russian 
empress  said  of  the  Crimea:  Here  lies  the  road  lo 
Byzanliiiin.  1  say  lo  my  fellow  citizens:  Through 
the  valley  of  the  Columbia  lies  the  North  American 
road  to  India.  Twcnly-eiglit  years  ago  I  wrote  some- 
thing on  this  head,  and  published  it.  A  quaiter  of  a 
ctnluiy  of  experience  and  observation  has  given  me 
nothing  to  deiracl  from  what  1  Ihen  wrote — nothing 
to  add,  except  as  derived  from  the  progress  of  the 
arts,  and  e-pecially  omnipotent  sleam. 

The  tr.ide  of  the  east  lias  always  been  the  richest 
jewel  in  the  diadem  of  commerce.  All  nations,  in 
all  ages,  have  sought  it;  and  those  which  ublained  it, 
or  even  a  share  ol  it,  attained  tlio  highest  degree  ol 
opulence,  refinement  and  power.  The  routes  through 
which  it  flowed  fertilized  deserts,  and  built  up  cilies 
and  kingdoms  amidst  the  desolation  of  rucks  and 
sands.  Phenicia,  Egypt,  Persia,  were  among  the 
gneient  thoroughfares  of  this  commerce;  Constanti- 
nople and    Mexandria  among  its  uioderii  channels; 


and  Venice  and  Genoa  in  the  south,  and  Bruges  and  j 
Antwerp  in  the  norlh,  the  means  of  its  distribution  ^ 
over  Eup'pe,  All  grew  rich  and  powerful  upon  it;  [ 
and,  with  with  wealth  and  power,  came  civilization  1 
and  refinement.  The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  became  j 
the  recent  route,  with  wealth  to  its  discoveries,  the  | 
Portuguese,  and  all  their  rivals  and  followers — the  j 
Dutch,  English,  French,  and  others. 

The  commerce  of  Asia,  always  dazzling  to  the  j 
Oriental  nations,  became  <he  intense  object  of  de-  i 
sire  to  the  western  Europeans,  from  the  lime  that  i 
the  crusades  visited  Constantinople,  and  Vasca  di  j 
Gama  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  dazzi  i 
ing  attraction  of  this  commerce  was  the  cause  of  the 
discovery  of  the  New  World  Columbus,  going  west  [ 
to  A'ia,  was  arrested  by  the  intervention  of  the  two  [ 
Americas.  From  his  day  to  the  present,  skill  and 
power  have  exerted  themselves  lo  get  round,  or; 
through  this  formidable  obstacle.  All  the  attempts! 
lo  discover  a  northwest  passage  were  so  many  at- ; 
tempts  to  discover  a  western  road  to  India.  All  Ihe  dis-  j 
coveries  of  the  French  among  the  interior  lakes  and 
great  rivers  of  N.  America  were  with  the  same  view. 
La  Salle,  the  great  French  discoverer,  pariing  from 
his  friends  eight  miles  from  Montreal,  for  his  last  i 
word,  exclaimed,  La  Chine!  (China),  as  the  word 
which  displayed  the  object  and  end  of  his  adventur- 
ous enterpise;  and  by  that  name  the  spot  is  known  to  [ 
this  day.  He  hart  all  Ihe  qualilies  of  a  great  dis- j 
roverer  but  one:  he  knew  nut  how  to  conciliate  the 
feelings  of  his  people,  and  fell  a  sacrifice  lo  their  re- 
sentmenl  on  the  Arkansas.  The  Jesuit  fathers,  cou- 
rageous and  pious  missionaries,  lo  whom  the  world 
'vas  iudeted  for  all  its  early  knowledge  of  North 
America,  (lam  speaking  only  of  the  interior),  seeing 
ine  waters  of  a  thousand  lakes  held  in  equilibrium 
on  a  vast  plateau  in  the  centre  of  the  continent,  from 
which  three  great  rivers  went  off  north,  south  and 
east,  lo  the  .Ailanlic;  and  hearing  the  Indians  speak 
of  a  rivfr  of  the  west,  in  their  language  Oiegon — a 
spelling  which  Humboldt  follows — naturally  sup. 
p.ised  that,  from  thesame  plateau  a  fourth  great  river 
went  off  west,  and  actually  sketched  an  Oregon  from 
Lake  Winepec  to  the  Pacific,  still  lo  be  seen  on  some 
old  maps.  They  were  right  in  the  lact  of  the  river, 
though  mistaken  in  its  source;  and  this  is  the  first 
knowlcilge  which  history  has  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  JeRerson,  that  man  of  rare  endovvmenis  and 
common  sense — of  genius  and  judgment,  philosophy 
and  practice— whose  fertile  mind  was  always  teem- 
ing with  enterprises  beneficial  lo  his  species;  this 
rare  man,  following  up  the  grand  idea  of  Columbus, 
and  taking  up  the  unfinished  enterprise  of  La  Salle, 
and  anxious  lo  crowd  into  his  administration  a  galaxy 
of  brilliant  events,  early  projected  the  discovery  of 
an  inland  route  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  The  Alissouri 
river  was  lo  be  one  link  m  this  chain  of  communica- 
tion: the  Columbia,  or  any  other  that  might  serve  the 
purpose,  on  the  other  side  of  Ihe  mountains,  was  lo 
be  anollier.  Levvis  and  Clark  were  sent  out  to  dis- 
cover a  commercial  route  lo  the  Pacific  ocean;  and 
so  judiciously  was  Iheir  enterprise  C'-nducled,  that 
ilieir  return  route  must  become,  and  forever  remain, 
ihe  route  ol  commerce;  the  route  further  south, 
ihrough  the  South  Pass,  near  l;illluile  42,  will  be 
Ihe  travelling  road;  but  commerce  will  lake  the  waltr 
line  of  their  return,  crossing  the  R^cky  Mountains  lu 
latitude  47,  ttirough  the  norlh  pass. 

With  the  exception  of  a  small  part  of  Ihe  route, 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company  now  follow,  and  have 
followed  for  ihirty  years,  the  route  of  Lewis  and 
Claik.  These  eminent  discoverers  left  the  Columbia 
river  near  Ihe  moulh  of  Lewis' folk,  went  up  the 
Kooskooske,  thence  over  a  high  mounlain  to  the 
lorks  of  Clark's  river;  and  thence  through  the  north 
pass  to  the  great  falls  of  the  .Missouri.  'I'he  Hudson 
Bay  Company  have  discovered  a  better  route  lo 
Clark's  river,  following  the  Columbia  higher  up,  and 
leaimg  it  at  the  Upper  Falls,  in  laliiude  about  48!, 
and  where  they  have  established  llieir  depot  for  tUe 
mounlain  trade,  called  Fort  Colville.  From  these 
tails  it  isGU  miles  overland  toClaik's  river,  whence 
the  river  is  navigable  to  lis  forks,  three  hundred  miles 
up,  and  w'iUiin  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  the 
gieat  lulls  of  the  Mis-ouri.  Along  Ihe  route  the 
Hudson  tiay  Company  have  carried  on  Iheir  trade 
lor  mar  Uiirly  }eai>,  even  quite  through  lo  the  cast 
side  of  the  Hucky  Mountains;  paying  no  duties, 
using  our  river  and  lernlories,  poising  the  minds 
of  the  Indians  against  u-,  and  exhausting  Ihe  coun 
iry  of  lis  f.irs.  Their  goods  arrive  at  Fort  Van- 
couver in  slops  from  London — ascend  ihe  Colum- 
bia lo  Fort  Colville  in  Uattcaux — make  a  portage 
of  sixty  miles  lo  Clark's  river,  Ihe  lower  part  of  that 
river  being  unfit  lor  navigation;  then  ascend  Clark's 
ruer  to  the  folks,  three  hundred  miles,  and  Ihenee  to 
the  head  waters  of  the  Missouri  river.  The  only  pari 
ol  this  route  with  vi'hicli  we  have  hul  little  arquainl- 
ance  is  the  611  miles  of  portage  trum  the;upuer  falls 
uf  Ihe  Columbia  to  the  poiul  where  Clark's  rirer  can 


be  navigated.  It  may  be  mountaneous;  but  that  it  is 
practicable,  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  Hu-lson 
Bay  Company  have  used  it  for  thirty  years;  that  it  W 
the  be-l  route,  is  proved  by  ihe  further  fact  Ihat  long 
acquaintance  with  the  country  has  nol  induced  them 
to  change  it  With  this  slight  deviation,  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  follow  the  return  route  of  Lewis  and 
Clark;  and  this  will  be  the  route  of  commerce  to  Ihe 
end  of  time. 

"The  Columbia  river  is  decried  for  its  navigation 
— nol  by  Ihe  British,  who  know  its  value,  and  strug- 
gle to  maintain  its  possession,  but  by  those  who  eee 
the  whole  country  beyond  Ihe  Rocky  mountains 
through  the  medium  of  depreciation.  It  is,  even  in 
a  state  of  nature,  a  practicable  river  for  navigation. 
The  tide  Bows  up  it  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles: 
and  to  that  distance  there  is  ship  navigation.  Bat- 
teaux  ascend  it  to  Fort  Colville,  at  the  upper  falls, 
making  more  or  fewer  portages,  according  lo  the 
sUle  of  the  water;  and  beyond  that  point  they  still 
ascend  lo  the  'Boat  Encampment,'  opposite  the  head 
of  the  Athabasca;  where  a  pass  in  the  mountains 
leads  to  the  waters  of  the  Frozen  ocean.  Periodi- 
cally, the  river  is  flooded  by  Ihe  melting  of  the  snows 
in  the  mountains,  and  Ihen  many  of  the  falls  and  ra- 
pids are  buried  in  deep  water,  and  no  trace  of  Ihem 
seen.  This  is  even  the  case  with  the  Great  Falls, 
where  a  pilch  of  twenty-eight  feet,  at  low  water, 
disappears  wholly  under  the  flood.  Sixty  feet  is  the 
rise,  and  that  annual  and  punctual  No  ice  obstructs 
its  surface;  no  sunken  trees  encumber  its  bottom. — 
Art  will  improve  tiic  navigation,  and  steam-ve-sels 
will  undoubtedly  run  to  the  Upper  Falls — the  pitch 
sixteen  feel — a  distance  from  iide-waler  of  some  six 
hundred  miles;  and  the  point  where  the  land  car- 
nage of  sixly  miles  begins.  Clark's  river  has  a 
breadth  of  one  huiulied  and  fifty  yards  up  to  its 
forks,  liemg  near  the  width  of  the  Cumberland  at 
Nashville. 

"The  melting  of  the  snows  gives  it  a  periodical 
flood.  The  valley  through  wtiich  this  river  flows  is 
rich  and  handsome,  in  places  fifieen  miles  wide,  well 
wooded  and  gras'^y,  ornamented  wilh  the  beautiful 
Flat  Head  lake — a  lake  of  thirly  five  miles  in  length, 
sealed  in  a  large  fertile  cove,  and  embosomed  in 
snow  capped  mouulains.  Hot  and  warm  springs,  ad- 
vantageously compared  by  Lewis  and  Clark  to  those 
in  Virginia,  also  enrich  ii;  and  when  the  East  India 
trade  has  taken  Us  course  through  Ihis  valley,  here 
may  grow  up,  nol  a  Palmyra  o'.'  the  desert,  but  a 
Palmyra,  queen  of  the  mountains.  From  the  forks 
of  Clark's  river,  nearly  due  east,  it  is  about  ninety 
miles  lo  the  Norlh  Pass,  along  a  well  beaten  buftalo 
road,  and  over  a  fertile,  grassy,  and  nearly  level 
mountain  plain.  The  North  Pass  is  as  easy  as  the 
South — practicable  by  any  vehicle,  in  a  slate  of  na- 
ture, and  no  obstacle  lo  ihe  full  day's  march  of  the 
traveller.  Lew  is  and  Clark  maue  thirty-two  miles 
the  day  ihey  came  ihrongii  it,  and  without  being  sen- 
sible of  any  essential  rise  at  the  point  of  separation 
between  ttie  Atlantic  and  Pacific  waters.  To  Ihe 
right  and  left  the  m^uiuains  rose  high;  but  the  Pass 
itself  IS  a  depression  in  the  inount.on,  sinking  to  Ibe 
level  ol  the  country  at  their  base.  From  this  Pats 
to  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Missouri,  and  nearly  east 
from  it,  is  sixty  miles — in  all.  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  fro  ill  Ihe  forks  of  Clark's  river  lo  Ihe  Great 
Falls  of  Ihe  Missouri,  which,  added  lo  Ihe  sixty  miles 
Irom  Clark'.s  nver  lo  Ihe  Upper  Falls  of  the  Colum- 
bia, gives  two  hundred  and  leii  miles  of  land  carriage 
between  Ihe  large  navigable  waters  of  the  Columbia 
and  Missouri." 

This  is  the  sum  of  my  best  information  on  Ihe  sub- 
ject, the  result  of  thirly  years'  inquiries,  and  believ- 
ed to  be  correct;  but  an  accurate  topographical  sur^ 
vey  of  the  country  between  the  two  rivers,  and  a 
profile,  as  well, as  a  supeificies  map,  with  barometri- 
cal, geological,  botanical,  astronomical,  and  nieleoro- 
I  logical  tables  and  observations,  would  solve  every 
i  question,  and  be  a  large  contribution  to  the  science 
of  the  age,  and  lo  Ihe  future  transaction  of  business. 
If  snow  during  some  months,  should  be  found  to  im- 
pede the  steam  car  in  this  elevated  region,  (guessed 
lo  be  seven  lliousan.l  feet  above  the  level  ol  the  sea,) 
that  same  snow  becomes  the  basis  for  Ihe  nexl  best  land 
conveyance  afler  the  steam  car — the  sleigh.  So  that 
this  little  intervenlion  of  dry  ground  between  Canton 
and  New  York  will  prove  to  be  no  obstacle  either  in 
summer  or  winter. 

Arrived  at  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Missouri,  Iho 
East  India  merchant  may  look  back  and  say,  my  voy- 
age is  finished!  He  may  look  forward  and  say,  a 
thousand  markets  lie  belore  me,  uf  all  which  1  may 
lake  choice.  .A  downward  navigation  of  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  miles  carries  him  to  St.  Louis,  the 
centre  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  focus 
to  which  converge  all  Ihe  steamboats — now  thou- 
sands, hcrealter  to  be  myriads — from  all  the  extend- 
ed circumference  of  Ihal  vast  valley.  Long  before 
he  reaches  St.  Louis  he  is  running  the  double  line  uf 
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American  towns  and  villajes  sealed  on  either  bant 
of  the  r.ver.  The  Mi^s-uri  nvi-r  is  saiil  lo  be  the 
b'Sl  sleaiiib  iiit  nv^r  upon  Ihe  (are  nf  the  ivjrth— 
tile  lonj;est — rri.ii.iing  its  water  best  at  all  scavoiie, 
and  (icri.iilically  fl.iodei)  at  a  known  .lay  — free  from 
rocjs,  and,  for  nearly  two  thousand  miles,  free  from 
sunken  tree*;  for  It  is  on  approa -hing  llie  heavy  for 
est  lands  of  the  lower  Missouri  thai  Itiis  obstruction 
occurs.  All  above  is  cipar  of  Ibis  danger.  The  riv- 
er is  large  from  the  Falls  down;  the  mountain 
•treams  ilmost  innumeiahle,  pduruii;  down  such  am 
plo  contributions.  At  the  Man. Ian  villages,  and  after 
the  junction  with  the  Yelhiw  Sionc,  itself  cq.ial  in 
length  to  Ihe  Ohio,  it  pre-enls  the  si  ..e  majestic  ap- 
pearance to  the  eve  that  it  iloes  lonar.ls  its  mouth. 
C.al  lines  its  hanks  in  inanv  plaoes;  fertile  land 
abounds.  A  military  p.ist  will  doubtless  soon  be  es 
tablished  at  the  Great  Falls,  as  also  on  this  side,  at 
the  Yellow  Stone,  and  beyond,  in  the  rallpy  of 
Chirke's  river,  and  on  the  Columbia,  at  Ihe  Upper 
Falls;  every  post  will  be  the  n.inleus  of  a  seltlement, 
and  Ihe  lulure  site  of  a  grt-al  city.  The  Eist  li  dia 
merchant,  upon  the  new  North  Ameri.-an  road,  will 
find  himself  at  home,  and  among  his  countrymen, 
and  under  the  dig  and  arms  of  his  country,  from  the 
moment  he  reaches  the  Columbia — ,ay  within  fifteen 
days  after  leaving  Canton!  All  Ihe  rest,  to  the  re- 
motest market  which  he  can  choose,  either  in  the 
T3st  interior  of  the  Union,  or  on  its  estended  circum- 
ference, will  be  among  friends.  What  a  contr.iU  lo 
the  time  and  the  perils,  the  expose  and  expen-c  of 
protection,  which  the  present  six  months'  voyoge  in- 
Tol»es! 

Arrived  ot  the  Great  Fulls  of  the  iMissouri,  the 
East  India  nierchanl,  upon  this  n.-w  road,  will  see  a 
thousand  markets  before  him,  each  invitim;  his  ap- 
proa.h,  and  of  easy,  direct,  and  ready  access.  A 
downward  navi(:aiion  of  rapid  desce  t  tak.;s  him  to 
St.  Louis  and  New  Orledus,  and  to  all  the  places  be 
tween.  A  continuous  voyage,  without  shifting  the 
position  of  an  ..unce  of  his  cargo,  will  carry  hiin 
from  the  Great  Falls  to  Pittsburg;  a  single  tranship 
mei.l,  and  three  diys  will  lake'hiin  to  the  Alia. .tic 
coast;  omnipotent  steam  flsinghim  from  Canton  t.i 
Philadelphia  in  the  msrveilous  space  of  sonie  fort) 
odd  days!  1  only  nienlion  one  line,  and  one  city,  as 
a  sample  of  all  the  r.'St.  Whut  is  said  of  Piitsburg 
and  Philadelphia  may  be  equally  said  of  all  the  west- 
ern river  towns  towards  the  iR-ad^of  navigation,  and 
all  the  Atlantic,  Gulf,  or  Lake  cities,  with  which 
they  communicate.  S.jme  sixty  ddys,  the  usual  run 
of  a  bill  of  cx.hange,  will  rea.-h  the  most  remote; 
80  that  a  merchant  may  give  a  sixty  dajs'  bill  in  his 
own  country,  after  this  route  is  in  operation,  and  pay 
it  at  maiuriiy  with  silks  and  leas  which  were  in  Can- 
ton on  the  day  of  its  dale. 

This  is  the  North  Auiericnn  road  to  India,  all  rea- 
dy now  for  Use.  except  li.e  short  link  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Coiun.bia  lu  Ihe  Great  Falls  of  Missouri!— all 
the  rest  n..w  ready— made  ready  by  nature,  aided  by  1 
private  means  and  indivi.iual  enterprise,  without  the  I 
aid,  or  even  countenance  of  government!  And  will  | 
government  now  refuse  its  aiiJ;  nav,  more,  obstruct 
the  enterprise  of  individuals,  and  frustrate  the  de-  I 
signs  of  nature,  by  leaving  the  Columbia  where  il 
improvidei.lly  placed  it,  in  the  year  1818— in  tne  I 
hands  of  a  loreign  power,  and  that  po.»er  Great  i 
Brilainr  Foibid  it,  every  principle  .f  right  and  just- 1 
ice— every  toiisieleiali..n  of  policy  and  inlcrest— I 
Aow  IS  the  time  to  decide  this  great  qiiesiion  and  to 
redeem  the  error  of  1818.  My  voice  denounced  the 
error  then,  and  was  unhec.:ed.  it  was  solilary,  and 
received  no  response.  A  nation  now  demands  it; 
and  It  IS  iiotfor  a  nation's  representative  to  disregard 
a  nation's  call.  But  even  il  it  should  be  so,  it  may  1 
defer,  but  cannot  defeat  the  great  event.  There  is  i 
an  order  in  the  march  of  human  events  which  the 
improvidence  of  guvernmcnls  may  derange,  but  can-  I 
D.,t  destroy  Individuals  w  ill  accomplish  h  hat  guv-  | 
ernnieiils  neglect,  and  events  w  ill  go  forward  with-  i 
out  law  to  guide  then.  So  it  has  been  already  with  i 
this  Columbia.  In  1792,  a  private  individual  of  Bos- 
Ion  discovered  this  nvei;l.e  revealed  us  existence  to 
ibe  world;  government  took  no  notice  ol  his  splendid  i 
■evelalion.  In  18UC  Le.ns  and  Clark  returned  from  | 
Ihe  Coluinhia;  government  sent  no  troops  there  lo 
>ccupy  and  retain  the  durnain  « hich  they  had  na- 
ionaiized  '1  he  seal  of  a  future  empire  lay  a  dere  i 
ict  on  Ihe  coast  ol  its  rich  and  tranquil  sea.  An  i 
ndividual  administered  upon  the  vacant  .lomain.  A  - 
nan  ol  head— .Mr.  John  Jacob  Astor— sent  a  colony  I 
here.  During  two  years,  his  balteaux,  carrying  up 
;oods,  and  bringing  doAi,  furs,  traversed  every  .later  i 
■I  the  Columbia;  his  ships  visited  Cji. ion,  New  Arch- 
ngcl,  the  coasts  of  S.iliforiiia,  the  Sjndwich  and 
'olyuesian  islands.  Astoria  .%as  in  commuiwcation 
rilh  the  commeicial  world.  The  name  of  Ihe  young 
'yre— future  queen  of  the  new  world— was  known 
»  nations.  Then  came  the  acts  of  government  lo 
'"  aulk,  dslay,  UeUt  lUe  great  commeucement.     I  do 


"°L?"l"  ,";^  ""V  ""r"!,;"^'  .*  ^'''''"  '"'  "«="'»'•''  i  '■''"    "*"■«  '■  '*"'  P^'P'^il'""  o(  .VloKenzie,  earnest" 
M,enl— hut  1  speak   nf  the  acts  of  g.nernment  after  ,  ly  pie^.p.l  upon  his  government. 


Ihe  war.  Thn  commissioners  di.l  their  .liity  ». 
f;hent:  all  posts,  places,  lerril.iries  taken  froiii  ihe 
Unile.l  Stales  d.iring  the  war,  were,  by  the  ti.sl  arti- 
I'le  of  that  treaty,  l.i  be  re.Uored.  The  p.isls  or 
places  of  Astoria,  the  Oka  nag  on,  the  Spo-kan,  Ihe 
Wah  lah-math,  and  the  whole  territory  of  the  Co- 
lumbia river  and  its  valley,  came  under  the  terms  of 
Ihe  treaty,  and  "era  b.iunil  I.,  be  resiore.l.  The  fate 
.■f  the  resI.>ration  f  all  western  postj  atiended  th.' 
posts  on  the  Columbia.  After  the  peace  of  1782, 
the  norlhwe.Uern  posts  were  retained;  British  Imders 
hacked  by  their  novprnrnpnt,  rr-laineil  them;  the  In 


'Ihe 


The  R.ii^si3„s  M  h.)  fir-t  d'scnveri'il  thai 
coast  of  Asia  no  iisel'.il  or  regular  navuali.in  exisl. 
el,  opened  an  intcior  co.iim.mi.-aiion  hv  riv.Ts.  ic, 
an.l  through  that  long  and  wide  exicndc.l  conlinent, 
to  the  strait  that  separates  A>ia  from  A  .leric.i,  ..ver 
which  they  passed  to  the  American  c.wuinenl.  Q.ir 
situation  is  at  length,  in  some  degree  similar  to  theirs; 
the  non,existeu,-e  of  a  pracliiabln  passage  by  sea,' 
a.u!  ilie  exi-lcii.c  of  g.ie  through  the  i-iiiUineiit,  are 
clearly  proved,  and  it  requires  onlv  the  c.u.Hi-oaiice 
and  siipp,)rl  ..f  the  linlish  g.iverumeiit  to  inrrea.se, 
111  a  very  ample   pr.ip.irti.m,  this  nat.iral  adiani.ige. 


dian  wars  of  1791,  1793,  and  1794.  were  the  fruit  of   and  secure  the  trade  of  thai  country  to  Us  ,uhie 
that  retenli..n;  and  the  war  of  1812  found  one  of  its    "By  the  rivers    that  .lischarge  the.iiselves  ml,,  Mul. 
roots    in    the    same    cause.     This    was    Ihe    fate    of    son's  Bay,  at  Port  N.:lson,  it  is  pr.ipose.l  to  carry  on 


western  posts  after  Ihe  war  of  the  rev.dution.  After 
the  war  of  1812,  a  far  worse  fate  awaited  the  west- 
ern posts  on  Ihe  Columbia.  A  fictitious  restoration 
of  one  post  was  irans.icled,  lo  be  accompanied,  in 
the  very  moment  of  the  transaction,  by  the  surrend 
er  of  the  whole  country  to  the  British.  I  say  the 
surrender  of  the  whole,  for  nothing  less  was.  or 
culd  he,  the  effect  of  a  joint  use  possession  between 
the  weak  a.i.l  the  strong;  between  the  scattered  and 
dispersed  American  traders,  abandoned  by  iheir  go- 
vernment, and  Ihe  organized  British  companies,  sup- 
ported by  theirs.  A  q.iarlerof  a  century  the  British 
have  held  tlie  Columbia,  the  g.)vernmenl  doing  nolh 
mg.  F..ur  years  ago  the  pe.iple  began  to  move.— 
Tney  crossed  the  Rocky  mountains;  they  have  gone 
down  into  Ihe  tide  water  region  of  the  Colu  iibia — 
Witaout  the  aid  of  government,  they  are  recovering 
what  g.uernment  lost,  an.l  renewing  ihe  phe..o.neooii 
of  mere  individuals  expl.iring  Ihe  hoiimls  of  distant 
lands,  an.l  laying  the  f..undations  ol  distant  empiies. 
The   question  of  American   colonizalion  of  the   Co 


the  trade  to  their  source  at  the  head  of  the  S.skat- 
chiwine  river,  which  rises  in  the  Rirky  mo.uuains, 
not  euht  degrees  of  lat.tude  from  the  Pacific  ocean.' 
The  Columbia  flows  fro  n  llic  same  m.uiniaius,  and 
ilischarges  ilsell  into  the  Pacific  in  north  laiil.iiio  46 
20  Both  of  them  are  capable  of  receinoi  ships  at 
llieir  mouths,  and  are  navigable  throiighoui  f.H'b.iats." 
"But  whatever  curse  may  be  lak.ui  fro  n  the  Allan 
tic.  the  Columbia  is  Ihe  line  uf  coiiinmnicalion  from  ihe 
Pacific  ocean  p.iinled  oui  by  nature,  as  ii  is  Uie  .miy 
navigable  rivet  in  Ihe  wh.ile  exlenl  of  Van  iiiiviT'a 
minute  survey  of  ibal  coast:  its  banks  also  form  the 
first  leiel  country  in  all  the  southern  extent  of  c..n- 
tinent.il  coast  from  Cook'-  enlry;  and,  cons.q. icily, 
the  mo-t  n.>rthero  silgalion  suitable  to  the  resilience' 
of  a  civilizc.l  people.  B\  opening  this  mi.Tco.irse 
between  the  Allaulic  and  Pacific  oceans,  and  Ibrming 
regular  esiahlishments  through  the  interior,  ami  at 
both  extreme-,  as  well  as  ahuig  the  coast  an.l  ishiu.ls, 
the  enure  comman.]  of  ihe  liir  trade  of  N.irih  Auie-' 
rica  might  be  ..blamed  from  Istilude  48  to  the  pole. 


lumbia  IS  settled.     The   people  have  settled  it;  they  ;  except  that  portion  of  it  which  the  R.isvans  have  m 
arenowthere,  and  will  slay  there.     The  trade  with  i  the    Pacific.     To    this    may  be  add..d    Ihe    fi-nmg  in 
India    will    begin.      II   no    more  John  Jacob  Astors   j  b.ith  seas,  and  the  market  of  the  f.ur  q 
shall  arise  to  commence  the  trade  upon  a  great  scale,    globe.     S.ich  would  be  the  field  fur  co 
It  will  proceed    upon   a   small   one— gr.iw  up  by  de      '      -'' ' 


grees^  fii.d  an  emporium  in  the  mouth  ol  the  C.ilum- 
bia,  and  .spread  itselfallover  North  America,  through 
the  line  of  the  C.dumbia  and  the  Missouri.  The 
North  American  road  to  In.lia  will  W.  established  by 
the  people,  if  not  by  the  government.  The  rich 
commerce  of  Ihe  IJast  wijl  find  a  new  route  (o  the 
world,  followed  by  the  wealth  and  power  whicl 


has    always   attended  U;  and   this  will  be  another  of    conciliating  future  confidence,  look  altogether  lo  the 


llie 

-    ,  ---     - .cial  en- 

,  ise  and  incalcuhble  would  be  the  pp.iluce  of  it 
when  supported  by  the  operations  of  thai  credit  and 
capital  which  Great  Brilain  so  pre  eminently  pos- 
sesses. Then  would  this  country  begin  to  be  remu- 
nerated for  Ihe  fxpense  it  has  sustained  in  discover- 
ing and  surveying  llie  coast  of  Ihe  Pacific  occdn, 
v.  hicli  is  at  present  left  lo  the  American  adventurers, 
who,   without   regularity   or  capital,  or  the  desire  of 


the  advanlages  resulting  from  the  occupalion  of  Ih 
Columbia. 


And  now  Mr.  President,  this  is  the  exact  reason 
why  the  British  want  the  Columbia.  They  want  it 
as  the  indispensable  link  in  their  own  projecled 
N.irlh  American  route  to  India.  This  is  shown  in 
1789  and  1793.  On  both  occasions  he  was  seeking  a 
river  line  of  communical.on  between  the  Hudson 
Bay  and  the  Pacific.     In  tl 

ed  Ihe  Unjigah,  or  Pea.-e   ,   „„ ^  „,,. 

through  the  Great  Slave  Lake  and  the  Great  Bear 
Lake,  and  aller  two  thousand  miles  of  navigation, 
found  himself  at  the  Frozen  Ocean,  north,  or  rather 
east  of  Behring's  Straits.  That  was  too  far  north  lo 
answer  any  purpose.  In  Ihe  year  1793  he  sal  out 
again  lo  find  a  more  southern  river  to  the  Paci- 
fic. On  both  voyages  he  sat  out  from  the  same  ..oini 
—  Fort  Chipewyan  on  the  Alhabaca  Like.  Instead 
of  descending  the  Unjigah,  he  now  ascended  it— 
••  -nl  up  to  Us  head  in  the  R.„ky  mounlains- p 


interests   of  the    moment.     Such    adventurers   (and 

many  of  them,   as  1  haie  been  informed,  nave  been 

very  successful,)    would   instantly  disappear  from  a 

well    regulated    trade."     "Many     political    reasons, 

which   it   15   ijot  necessary  here  to  enumerate,  must 

present    to   the    mind  of  every  man  acquainted  with 

the  enlarged   system    and    capacities  of  British  com- 

.«:..   me  riuoson  s  Z"'^'''^'^'    '"    Support  of  the    measures    which    I    have 

first  voyage  he  follow-  i  *"""■">   suggested,  as  promising  the  most  important 

cr,   bearing  northwest  ;  3''*'^'"^B>=*    '"  '^e   trade  of  the  United  Kingdoms," 

"For  a    boundary    line  between  the  United  States 

and  Great  Britain  west  of  Ihe  Mississippi,  .\icKenzie 

proposes    the    laiilu.le  of  45   degrees,    because    that 

latitude  is    necessary   to  give  the  Colu.iibia  river  to 

Great   Britain.      His  words  are:  'Let  Ihc  line  begin 

where  il  may  on  Ihe  .Mississippi,  it  niust  be  continued 

west    till    it    ter.i. mates    in  the  Pacific  ocean, /o  (/le 

south  cf  Ihe  Columbia." 

It  was  in  the  year  1801  that  McKenzie  made  this 
proposition  to  the  British  government.   That  sovern- 


0  lowed  it  d  wnT  ..  .  '  ^•^'^'""  «'>V"B  wesi,  and  menl  never  ventured  to  acl  upon  the  proposition  un- 
sooiirlH  fi  ,  ^^'■'"''-     '[,'";  '"^  "  '"  *>"'  '■  "'  ^f'«'-  ""=  J"'"^  occupation    reaty  of  1818.    Before 

ed  1  lo  he  Up  f^"?  r  "T  "r:-  ^^'^'"^'^  ''"'i^^-  i  'h-'.  "'  »"h'»'-rs  heri  hinted  va\e  claims  bu  re- 
ed it  to  be  the  Columbia,  alrea.ly  discovered  by  Gra,;  '  lused  lo  ,vrile  them  down,  or  to  sign  them  Aller 
and  thereupon  lefl  it,  and  cn>ssed  over  direct  lo   the  i  Ihat   convention,  and   especially  afle^r  it    re   ewam 

orVancmiTr-s^  la  d  --'"'"""  frV""  """''  "^^^'  "'"^  =f'- 'he  disap?,earanL  of  .,ur  people  from 
r,i.    ?^  ,  ''"^vjage,  like  the  oiler,    the    Columbia    under    the    power  and  poll,  y  of  the 

ive  ieai;;:'r  r'k'cifi^r'A'rru '^''''^  """V  ^  V""^""  ^^^  ^"'"p^"^-  .he,riiieg;v?r,i,f:enVLo'k ;[;: 

ruck   the  rii  ano.^m.pfJv    I  i     "J  ^  "'"  "'""  I  '''""""=  '"""''  ^'"'  »''^"'  ""=  ''*'°'<'  "'^"g"'  of  McKen- 

lie  cm.nirv   I  7f  "P'^'-'^'',  ^'''cb  he  gave  lo  |  z.e's  lecom.i.endation.  This  ,s  the  origin  of  the  Bnl- 

nent    e     ht'  y   ar.   aTr'w    rd''""  'k  "h^"'*'  ^"'c'T     '^^    "'""'  '°  '"'  ^'"'"""^"''     I^"""-  "-y  could  not 

Tr  ir'.dp"     Tl=,      ^""«"'',''' '"   h'*  h'^lory  o(  Ihe    find  a  northuesl  passage-because  Ihe  Unjigah  .vent 

P.     IHlli    ?,ir\  :    P"^^"'""^  m  London  in  the  I  lo   the    Frozen    oceai.l-because   Frazer's^'uver  was 

year  1801    aller  lamenting  that   a  northwest  passage     unnavigable-because   the    Columbia   river  was  the 

w's  iiiron'  "ii:!' ^^''r'""" ""' ''* "^^""""'^  -'^ '• '^^-""""^ '""=  <"  comnri^auo,:':';!,;;  ^ 

as  the  only  line  of  interior  communication  with  cifie  ocean,  a,.d  Us  banks  the  only  situation  fit  for  iho 
oiTpr^'ImrTu"'  ^"''">.  P™1'°^.'^<' .'° '^k^  "!  «n  no  :  residence  of  a  civilized  people;^pr  , "  e  eas,  ..^! 
other  ground  than  thai  it  was  indispensable  to  the  alter  lo.ig  delay  and  grelt  hesUalion,  and  aided  b, 
a^nhtp:.cir"'T""'l'°"  ^*"*'""  ""'^*'"''*  ^'y  '  ""-•  i'"P™>i'i'=t.ce  of  our  government  they  se  up  f 
and  the  Pacific,  and  no  obstacle  in  the  .,ay  but  Ame-Ulain,  to  the  Coliimhiu!  It  was  found  to  be  the  only 
rican   adventurers,    who   would    instantly   disappear    river  on   which  a  commercial  co.iu  i  mcati.  ico   Id 

rom  before  a  well  regulated  trad.!  thai  is  to  say,  ;  be  opened  bet.,  ceo  Hudson's  bay  a,  d  til  Pacific 
before   the   power  of  the  Bnl,,!,  lur-lradine-  compa-  I  ocean-tlie   only    British   American   load  to  li  dia'- 

H?r;  .rth:'ex'traarom''v/K"  '"!'\'  S"ver„nie^u.  ;  The   co and  I,    the    Nor.h   Pacific  ocln,'      "ihe 

Mere  IS  the  extract  liom  Mclvenz.e's  history,  wnich  i  monop-dy  of  its  rich  Irade  depended  upon  the  acoui- 

cry  coolly  recommends  all  U.is  policy,  as  if  Ihelsiiion  ol  the  Columbia,  and  ll.erelo'^e  le,  mu  t 
t. kn.g  an  American  riyer,  and  making  .he  Americans  I  lake   it.     This    is   tne  origin',,f  u, 'iJ  ms  icL  '  to 

f,"n'P'!'f,'V'' •*«'  "  ju.lifi,ble  an  operation  as  !  the  Columbij  river.     It  wa    a    .i.d^spe   sable  1,  k    n 

ihalof  catpb.ug  a   be.yer.  and  killing  h.m  :or  his    their   commercial    line   acrot       .^cZ  neLt      The 
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,r  PM.i  olU.at  line  was  in  ^h'■  froze.,  and  riesolaie  j  °f  {^l^^^,^'^'^;    .^JlnllllolirCh'rTstian'people  replaced 
of  bJue  Wmni|.-c   -and  H.i  ls,.i,'<  Bay.  al"n<  |  repla.  e._I  me  w.g^^^^    ,„„,rnn,  the  red    squavvs-and 


;,;„.of  baUe  Wmni„.c  and  "";;""  J  "^^i^^M  h^savages-wh^e  n.atrons  the  red  squavv^^ 
he  K-v  Mrea.i.s  ef  ilie  Sa~kairli.wn.e  and  «  "'"'PP  ;  .  ^  5,„jf  men  as  VVashin^loii,  Franklin,  ami  J.-lter 
Ne  ilm,'s  rtver,)   yet  even   for  s.ich  a  ro."'«  ^V  ,p  Uon     have  Taken    the    place  of'Powl.atan,  Opechon 


"     >     he   >.7  and  desolate  waters  of  H..  son  .  ^^^.^^^  ^„  J^^^^    ,  ^  i  ,fl„ence.    The  yellow  race  i.e^t 

!he  still  struggles  for   ,1.     What  ^onld  U  be    f  'le     amel  o,a  .^^g^^  ^^^^^    ^^  ^^^^^^  ^_^^              ^^. 

,ad  the  North  Pass  and  the  Missourt  "v"   bear  to    l                  .^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  f^^,„^           „,   „ 

own    south   to   the   "ntre  of  the  valley  of  the  ^             ;  ,^^  ,^^^^,,1  3,,^  elegant  arts,  and  mlearn- 

issippi?     The    British   government    wot-d   fi^h  P'  3,,^  ,^^,|  respectable  though  stalionary-tiisrace 

ine    world  for  such  a  line  as  that    and  spend  uunun  "g.        ^^.,   ^^    ^,,eive  a  new  impulse   f>-o°l 'he  ^^ 

bered  millions  in  i'^  improvement  and  potecl.o,  yet  ^^^   ^^^.^^^^  improved  so   much   since  so 

we  have  turned   our  backs  up.m  il-left  .t  for    'irty  P                                       l^^t   ,he    western  borders  (xf 

years  a  derelict  in  the  hands  of  our  ™'"Pf     »/  ^^^J^.  IZ^,     ■fh^  apparition  of  the  van  of  the  Caucasian 

I  am  now  UMeaed  to  with  some  surprise  a,  dine  e  ^                    ^iy^^  ^^^^^.^  ll,e  cast  after  hav.p.g   eft 


duliiy  when  1  represent  this  grand  <><'.'"">;,'•,'; ^^'^°"'! 
10  India  upon  the  line  of  the  Mi;jo..n  and  the  CoUun 
bia,  as  one  of  the  advantages  of  Oregon-one  0.  our 
inducemenls  to  maintain  our  rights  there. 

The  effect  ot  the  arrival  of  the  Caucasian,  or 
wh  le  race,  on  the  western  coast  of  America  oppo 
site  the  eastern  coast  of  Asia,  remains  to  be  men 
oned  among  the  benefits  which  the  seUlement  o 
Le  C'ln-'b'^  «''!  P™d"ee;  and  that  a  benefit  not 
ocaltous,  but  general  and  universal  to  the  h..man 
ace  Since  the'  dispersion  of  "'^"  "P^  f  ^^'i'-,  j, 
know  of  no  human   event,  past  or   to  come,  which 

promi.es  a  greater,  and  -0- "--A-'' '-^'-"f 'Ta 
earth;  than  the  arrival  of  the  van  of  the  Caucasian 


,«.3  ri-.ing  npou  thetn  in  the  cast  after  havu-.g  left 
them  i,n  the  West,  and  after  having  complete,  the 
circumnavigation  of  the  globe,  must  wake  up  an.J  re- 
animate  thf  torpid  body  of  old  Asia.  Our  position 
and  Dolicv  will  recommend  .is  to  their  hospitable  re- 
ceotioM-  polilical  considerations  will  aid  the  action 
of  social  and  commercial  influences.  Pressed  upon 
bv  the  great  powers  of  Europe— the  same  that  press- 
ed upon  us-they  must  in  our  approach  hail  the  ad- 
vent of  friends,  not  of  foes-of  benefactors,  not  of 
invaders  The  moral  and  inlelleclu.il  superiority  of 
the  white  race  will  do  the  rest;  an.l  thus,  the  young- 
1  est  people,  and  the  newest  land,  will  become  the  re- 
i  viver  and  the  regenerater  of  the  old.^st. 

It  is  in  this  point  of  view,  and  as  acting^  upon  the 


earU  ■  than  the  arrival  of  the  van  ol  the  ^..ucas  a,,  ,  .  ^^^■^  ,„t  of  view,  ana  as  acu.,5  upo,.  .... 
race  (  he  Celtic-Anglo  Saxon  divisn.n)  "PO"  '«  L^eial,  political,  and  religi.nis  condition  of  A.ia,  and 
border  01   the   sea    which    washes    the   shore  of  the  '  P  „^^  j  „f  departure  to  her  ancient  civi- 

easlern    Asi ..     The    Mongolian,  or  yellow    race,  15  j  b.^       ^^^.^^  ,   ,00k  upon  the  settlement  of  the  Co- 
there    foT   hundred  millions  in  number,  spreading  ^^.^  ;j^^^         he  van  of  the  Caucasian  race  as  the 
Iwst  to  Europe,  a  race  once  the   fore.nost  of  the  ^^^entous  human  event  lu  th.«  history  of  man 
huTr-ai,   family   in  the  arls  of  civilization    but  torpid  ,  ^.^^^^  ^^^  j,3persion  over  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  stationary   lor  tho.isan.ls  of  years.     1    '^a    ace        ^^^^^^   ,^^^   ,1,^   ,3, 

''"        .  .,     ■^n'.L.:,._;„..    ....  h  on  r — aOOVB  the   Mala* ,      . .      ..,,...       il,„«otWoar 


and  Stationary    lui    v. .u.jsu. ,...,...  j -        v,   , 

?"r  above  the  Ethiopian,  or  black-aoove  H'e  M^'^J 
nr  brown  (if  >vemusta.lmil  tie  races)-and  abov. 
the  Amer  can  Indian,  or  red;  it  is  a  race  ^r  f  o'H 
alt  these,  but  still  far  below  the  whUei  and  ike  a  1  ] 
the  rest,  must  receive  a.,  impression  from  the  =upe 
r'^r  ace  whenever  they  come  in  contact  I  wo.  Id 
Zfm  that   Ihe  white  race  alone  received  the  divine 

mmand  to,  subd.ie  and  replenish  the  earth!  ^ru^ 
the  only  ra.-.e  that  has  obeyed  ,t— the  only  oneliiai 
?„u  out  new  and  distant  lands,  and  even  a  New 
Wo  d  10  subdue  and  replenish.  .S-rtn'S  f-'" 
W^I  .  rn  Asia  taking  Europe  lor  their  field,  and  the 
f  r  the  emde  Inl  leaving  the  .Vlon^olians  be- 
himl.  .h'y  arr^vtd  iuer  m.oiy   °a.es  on  the  shores 


r  the  face  of  the  earth 
These   are   the   values  of  Ihe  Columbia  river  and 

ts  valley— these  the  advantag.'s  of  its  settlement  by 
us.  They  are  great  and  grand,  beneficial  to  our 
selves  and  to  the  haiman  race,  and  amply  sufficient 
,0  j.islifv  the  United  Stales  in  vindicating  their  title 
to  the  co'untry,  and  maintaining  its  possession  at  all 
hazards.     B..t  I  apprehe.ul  no  hazard       Tim  exci  e- 

uientin  Great  Britain  was  on  account  of  the  British 
1  settlements  on  Frazer's  river,  which  our  claim  to  54 
des:   40  min.    inelu.led  and   menaced.      The   claim,  is 

now  on  its  last  legs.  The  myriads  of  good  citizens  who 
I  have  been   dehided  into  its  belief,  a.id  who  have  no 

ii.lerest  in  being  deceived,  now  abandon  it  as  a  sheer 

mistake.     The  Baltimore  conve.ition,  and  the  editors 
id  orators  who  were  so  unlortu.iale  as  to  stake  the 


ire'S    n-,  a".d  .lescend^  i.i.o  the   valley  of  the 
IVlLi    il.Pi,    ami   occupy    without  parch.nen  ,  if  the 
c  ow       e  use.l   to    make  grants  of  land.     What  was 
'c^^sider.  d  a  rashdeclaralion  eighty  years  ag,.s 
history,    in   our  young  country  ,  at  this  .la- .      miry 

sr:r;;:;vri:;;r'..j;;.:.i "..;;;; 

spieads  d..>vn  to  the  shores  ol  iln  Pa.ifi  .  In  a  k« 
vears  a  treat  population  will  gro-v  up 
*nou  wih.  the  aicuiu  luted  ligl.ts  ol  ^uropeai.  and 
American  tivilizaliotv  'Iheir  presence  vii  such  a  po- 
^t""c1,i,not  be  wtlhout  lis  *"«-■'- ."P'-^tt'the 
Asia.  Ti.e  sun  of  civil.zuliun  must  shins  auosslle 
Tea  socially  and  commeicially,  the  van  ol  the  CaU 
tea,  s.A  lalij  am  <.  ^^  ^^^^  Muugoliaiis  must  inter- 
nu>l!!"'Th;,  must  talk  together,  and  trade  t,.getlier 
and  n.arry  to,je.hcr.  Commerce  is  a  great  civil  zer 
-social  mte.eourseasgreai-a.id  marriage  greater. 
The  white  and  yellow  races  can  marry  I  -gcthei  as 
well  a,  eat  and  trade  together.  Moral  and  tiUellec- 
lual  superiorly  ..ill  do  the  rest;  the  white  ra.^e  wil 
lake  ll.e   ascemiant,  elevating  what  is  sueepUUlB  ol 


uuue.and    the  consistency,  not  oljudg.nentb,     ol 
vault   :  they  may  still  h,,id  on  to  tliesnadowy  phanto,,, 
of  their  former  love;  out  tlieir  po.ver  to  involve  Iheir 
country  in  a  war  for  a  ll.ie  which  has  no  esisLC-ice, 
a.Hi  for   a  country  that   Delongs  to   Great  Br.tain  as 
clearly  as  does  Canada,  is  gone.      Ihey   can    no  lon^ 
>/er  lead    Ihe  country  into    war  upon  a  mislaUe.  ami 
fhus  the    war    party  at  home    may  be  said  to  he  ex- 
tinct     !u  Great   Briiani  I   see    no  desire  lorav\ar 
1  except  wiih  those  who  h.ye  n..  power  to  m.ake  11- 
na.iely    the  abolilion  fanatics,  and   the   Hudson  Bay 
traders.'      The  lor„:er  ol    tnese  parlies,  u.iinstrueted 
I  oy  the  scen<s  of  tue  dan  Uj.nmg.>  nisa,rrecli.jn,  and 
I  lis  effects  upon   toe    blacks  as    well  as  the  whites  ,.1 
thai  islaii.l,  -vould  dee.n.ieiirueinaiicipalio,.  cheaply 
.1  purchusud  tu  the  U-  diaies  uy  the  slaughter  ol  every 
gro-v  up  there,  luini  I  j^^^^^   ^j^^  violation  ol  every  woman,  the  aiassacre  ol 
^    every  child,  aud  me  conrt..gration  of  every  dwelling 
„.  the    whole  slave-Holding  hall  of  llie  Union:   but, 
happily  these  fa.ialicshaye  no  longer  a  FrenchNatum 
•alconvcnlion  to  organ. ze  their  cumes;  and  speech 
es  and  votes  must  siiU    he  their  arms,  instead  ol  the 
knife  and  the  torch. 

The  fur  traders,  now  as  always,  are  ready  for  a 
war  which  gives  ihem  a  little  while  longer  the  mo- 
nopoly of  beaver;  but  their  power  is  not  eq  .al  now 
to  what  It  l..as  been.  Tney  set  the  Indians  upon  us 
i„  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  in  lact  began  the 
war   at    Long   VonU.  (mouth    of  the   Kanhawa  )  ..1 


,u,e  aHcemmnt,eleyaii.,gwhatissu-ceimbleo  vvai    at    i.mb  ,;^^\      i^d   and  keptup  the  long 

improvemont^wearing  out   what   is  not.      Ine  red  ^'^  -^y.  ^  H        ^^3  ..'^^.test,  termuiated  al  last  by 

\J.   has  d..appcared   '\-"  ^^c  A.l.,ntic  c.,ast;  the  Im^^^^^^^^^^  g',„s  of  the  British  fort. 

IriUcs   thai   resisted    ^'vilizatio,,,   met  extinction.-  VVaynes  vie.     y  war  had  its  root  11. 

J-  ■ "■■■  "!:zt:z  :t:::t  t.r:.sl  ^r  ;::ve :f  b:r:e:;^ind  mcir  savag..,  as .  the  war 


,„,„,-,.-.. UUi.n.f..ngh,. he  firsl  haul.  in. he  bl..odJr 
drama  that  was    to  follow.     As   an    interlude,  when 
not  at  war  with  ug,  they     fought  each  oiher;  and  no- 
thing in  the  long  catalogue  of  Indian  massacres   can 
be  inore  shocking  than  those    perpetralcd  upon  each 
ot'her,  thro..gh  the  instrumentality  ..(  savages,  by  the 
H.idson  Bay  and  Northwest  Companies;  and  all  from 
the    love   of  beaver.     The  act    of  parliament  which 
united  these  two  companies  under  one  charter,  as- 
signed  it  for  a  reason  of  the  junction,  in  the  face  of 
tl.;  acl,  the    necessity    of  joining   them    '"gf' "^^  lo^ 
prevent  their  destruction  of  each  other.     1  his  com- 
pany would  still  find,  in  their  opinion,  judging  from 
Iheir  past  acts  and  present  writings   a  compensation 
for   national    war  in    their   own  future  monopoly  of 
beaver;  but  I  see  no  sign  of  their  success  with  the 
government,  and  for  the  rest,  let  them  beware!  The 
next  war  with  Great  Britain    will  leave  them  not  a 
foit  standi::,  from  the  Lake   of  the  Woods  to  Hud, 
son's  Bay-fro.n  the   Saskatchiwme   'o  Fort  C.i.pe- 
I  wyan-from   tl^    month    of  Frazer's  nver   to  Bear 
'  like.  But  they  have  r.o  longer  po«er   o  .nake  war. 
After  doing  all  thsy  can  to  give  that  blessing  to  the 
fwo  nations,  they  vvill   probably  set  up  for  the  inno- 
cent  and  injured  party-demand  indemnity  for  los  es 
-claim    the   navigation   of  the   Columbia-aod  re- 
qu    e   le   to  remove.     I   should  be  wUmg  .0  be  a 
negotiator  for  half  an   hou,-  when  they  sh...  Id  coma 
forward   with   such   reclamations.     1  would  remind 
them  of  something  that  n.ighl  ^^and  as  a  set-off^  and 
thqt  without  coing  back  to  the  war  of  IHU.      L,eav 
;'o    'Yd   sLret,  and   confining   -J-"" '°  ">:""; 
^1    ,  .    r„i.;.^h    ha-i   .^lO'vn    UD    between  Ua 

settled  account  which  has  g'o-^n  u|j 
since  the  war  of  1612,  and  the  five  hundred  men 
ki  edon  the  Missouri  and  Columbia,  the  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  worth  of  P^oP-.y  P -"''""l 
there-lhe  thirty  years'  rava-ing  ol  al  toe  fur  re- 
gions  in  the  valley  of  the  Columbia  under  Ihe  eci- 
prod  convention,  which  e.^pelled  o.,r  tra,  ers  fro|ia 
our  own  territories  instead  of  amuUmg  them  mto, 
ih  I   ri'-    of  the   British-    conhoin.;  myself  to 

thesl",''dern" items,  and  1  would  soon  find  enough 
to  silence  the  demand  for  indemnities,  and  rejecting 

the  prayer  for  f"'"'=  f'"'"^,  B">' fi'r.f  o"I  '3''; 
There  is  no  lon.'er  a  party,  either  in  the  U.  btatesor 
Great  Britain,  which  can  make  a  vvar  either  upon  a 
mistake,  or  upon  lanaticism,  or  on  beaver. 

The  treaty  of  settlement  and  limits  will  probably 
be   conc'lid'd    before   the   expiration  of  the  twe  ve 
,,,onths  which  the   abrogation  of  the  convention  re- 
hire' if  not,    the    effect    will    be    the  same  to  us. 
?houg';  n  t  to  Great  Britain.     Under  the  first  article      , 
olTl^e  Ghent  treaty  wc  shall    receive  the  possession       1 
of  the  Columbia;  aL,  as  an  incident  ol  that  p^^ses- 
...   II    oQ  hv    the    admissLin    ol  Lord  l^asiie- 
Tgh^       8  8   we^haU   have  t^^-ight  to  hold  and 
govern  it  until  the  q-.es.ion  of  title  '^  'l";;^^''-  /^^ 
brings  me  to  the  practical  q.iestion  of  pr.jviding    lor 
th    Establishment' of  govern.neiit,   -d   the  a  mims- 
iratlon  of  la.v,  in  the  country  which  we  clai.n,      he 
Resident    in    view    of  this    question,  and    with   due 
Tns  deral  on   ol  what    we  can  do  pending  the  con- 
vent.on,  and  what  alter  its  abrogation,  and  cmifining 
himself  to  the  first  class  of  these  measures,  has  re- 
eommeiuled  five,  namely,  the   notice-.he  ex  ensiou 
nf  law  an.l  £over..menl  to  the  A.iierican  seitleis  to 
°he  sa.ue  exTe.il  that  Ihe  British  goveri.iocnl  has  e)^- 
ende.    law  an.l  goven.menl    t..  Bri.ish  ,e.tlers-tl,e 
prlctmn  of  the  emigrants  ny  a    .nonnted   regnnenl 
Lblock  houses  on  the  way-a  m.3ntlil,  mail.    I  1  ese 
a-c  Ihe  measures  recommended  by    Ihe  pres.de.il- 
^'ul'ftheu.havenee.i   g.a..iedC...r,err.,,uiUed 

regiment  will    luriiish    tne    nest    m..il  ^-^    . '^^ '•    '^^^'^  . 
„„iy  re.ua. IIS,  that  ol  tne    temporary    piov.s.n    or 
eminent  of  Ihe  setllersiand    this  , night  h.ive  « 
"'    "„asliu:.:lime-asil   woul.l  have  take,.  ^ 
,0  rea.,  loe  bill  Ihiee  tu..es,  11  prescn.e.l  m  ihe  loiMn 
eco.ninen.ld  by  ih.  p.esidei.l.      He  .ecom.oends  an  - 

1  io  of  our  law  to  our  seltler,  to  the  same  ex- 
KMUUrat  il.e  lirilish  had  exiended  .1  to  tne.rs.  Tl.is 
ni.ht  have  been  done  oy  the  easie-t  process  of  co- 
p  ,1,g  ihcir  act,  with  the  modifications  wh.eh  »vou  J  . 
"  ad..pted  lis  application  t..  our  ciuzens;  and  by 
this  means  a.i  ade.,uale  le.,.porary  govern.nent  would 
haveheen  providell,  w„h  the  a.lvanlage  ol  being  Ireo 
t.'„n  Ihe  possib.lily  of  ..bjectlon.ot  cavil  on  the  part 
ot  tne  Brilisii  aulhorities. 

The  b.ll  fro.n  the  house  is  not  ^  modified  copy  of 
the  British  act,  and  is  therefore  objeclionat)  e.  It 
al'o  provides  (or  what  is  already  dune,  and  herein 
's  objectionable  asain..  A  bill  lor  the  mounted  re 
l.ment  and  the  .-hain  of  block  houses,  lor  the  pro- 
tection'  of  the  emigrants,  passed  the  sena  e  five 
months  tuo.  Not  being  preseiiled  as  a  wai  r-gi- 
m.  lit,  for  the  conquest  ot  the  country  up  Io  ol  deg. 
4U  n.  11..  il  passedV  ith  so  Itttle  notice  that  tne  event 
seems  ti  have  been  almost  unobserved.  It  h..s  lately 
passed  the  house  of  representatives  and  ,s  no.v  the 
mw  ol  Ihe  land;  and  if  all  the  olher  "'/=»*""■"  e- 
commehded  hv  the  prcsidtnl  had  been  brought  forr 
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ward  in  the  same  way,  Ihey  would  liave  pa-sed  as 
easiljr,  and  the  whole  tivR  measures,  notice  and  all, ; 
finished  four  or  live  cnonths  ano.  But  ihey  were  . 
brought  forward  as  war  measures — war  for  "all  or  I 
none" — clea"-  up  to  54  deg.  40  mm.  This  was  the  ] 
cause  of  the  delay,  and  the  reason  why  one  of  the  j 
measures — -iltat  of  temporary  government — rernains 
unacted  upon  to  this  day.  The  provision  in  the  bill 
from  the  house  for  the  r-egimenl  and  the  block-hous-  j 
eB,  is,  therefore,  not  merely  unnecessary,  but  a  work 
of  Bupereroialion — a  sort  of  superl'etalion  in  lej^is- 
lation.  Equally  supererogatory,  and  absolutely  im- 
practicable. IS  the  provision  in  the  bdl  for  the  esta- '. 
blishment  of  a  monthly  mail  between  Missouri  and 
Oregon.  Mails  in  an  uninhabited  country  of  more 
than  two  thousand  five  hundred  miles,  traversed  by 
savages,  and  running  over  mountains  of  seven  or 
eight  thousand  feel,  where  deep  snow  lies  for  more 
Ihdn  SI  thousand  miles  more  than  one  half  the  year, 
could  not  be  carried  by  the  solitary  conveyance  of  a 
contractor's  man  or  Uoy.  Four  or  five  mounted  ri- 
flemen, going  together,  and  started  Ironi  the  diffiu'ent 
posts  to  relieve  each  other,  alone  could  do  it.  In 
winter,  they  would  have  sleighs  drawn  by  dogs,  the 
reliefs  always  being  ready  at  each  post.  I'hc  mount- 
ed regiment  already  provided  for  in  the  senate's  bill, 
can  render  this  service,  costing  nothing,  and  by  the 
Riere  order  of  the  president.  No  law  is  necessary 
Sboutjt.  A  non-commissioned  ofiicer  and  four  or  five 
men,  relieved  at  each  post,  are  the  only  practicable 
mail  carriers  over  such  a  line;  and  while  carrying 
the  mail,  will  also  be  in  the  line  of  their  military 
duty,  in  lootiing  out  for  danger,  and  giving  assistance 
to  travellers  and  emigrants. 

In  the  land  grant!.,  the  bill  from  the  house  is  en- 
tirely deficient:  it  proposes  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  lo  each  settler.  Now  the  bill  which  passed 
the  senate  heretofore  gave  double  thai  amount  to 
each  father  of  a  family,  and  half  that  amount  for 
each  child  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  mcluding 
the  children  born  wiihin  five  years  after  he  went  to 
the  country,  and  also  hall  that  amount  to  the  uife 
in  her  own  right:  and  to  all  single  men  over  eighteen 
years  it  also  gave  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  Such 
beneficial  provisions  as  these,  once  sanctioned  by  the 
senate,  sh.-uld  not  be  given  up  without  an  edbrt  to 
restore  them. 

The  bill,  therefore,  now  before  the  senate,  is,  in 
some  respects,  unnecessary— in  some,  injurious — in 
some,  deficient  m  justice  to  the  settlers — and,  in  de- 
fining no  boundaries  for  the  territories  ti  he  decupl- 
ed, is  dangerous  lo  the  peace  of  the  country,  and 
commits  ili«  hazards  of  war  to  the  collisions,  acci- 
dental or  designed,  of  government  agents,  four  tbou 
sand  miles  from  the  seat  ol  guvernuient.  il  con- 
founds temporary  and  permanent  measures,  which 
should  be  kept  distinct.  A  temporary  government, 
to  provide  lor  the  preservation  of  uriler  and  the  ad- 
rainislraiion  of  justice  until  the  convenliun  expires, 
is  one  want— a  peiinanent  territorial  g'.vernmeut  is 
another;  and,  for  the  purpose  ol  having  these  mea- 
sures appropriately  brought 'furwaid,  and  in  a  way 
to  pass,  I  shall  move  to  recnmmil  the  bill  wilh  in- 
instrucliuns  lo  bring  in  the  lem|iorary  and  perma- 
nent measures  separately — iianeiy,  a  lemporaiy  ex- 
tension ol  law  lo  Ihe  extent  recominended  by  the 
president,  and  a  plan  for  a  pi-riuanenl  territorial  go- 
verninent,  fully  urganizid,  lo  take  efiect  the  iiutant 
the  pieseiitcoi.vintioii  expires.  'I'hese  are  my  views. 
1  would  not  mix  lemporaiy  and  permanent  provi- 
sions: 1  would  do  nutliing  hall  way,  or  niggardly. — 
At  the  leruiination  ol  the  present  convention,  I 
would  lake  possession  ol  the  lenitory  to  the  same 
extent  that  ii  was  held  by  Mr.  Astor— from  the  sea 
to  the  mountains— and  lake  possession  as  an  oivner 
knowing  lis  Value,  and  delermined  to  niainiain  it.— 
A  governor  who  should  be  both  a  slatesinan  and  a 
soldier,  with  an  adequate  salary ,should  be  at  Us  head; 
a  dislmguished  general  should  be  under  him  as  the 
immedijte  commander  ol  the  military  force,  regu- 
lars and  mihtia.  A  lernloual  legislature- superior 
and  inferior  courts  ol  iai  and  equity,  should  be  es- 
tablished. A  skilful  tngiriecr  should  be  iem  out  lo 
supenolend  the  planning  and  construction  of  lorti- 
ficalions;  a  regimenl  ol  ai  tillery  should  goto  man 
the  works.  A  navy  jurd  should  be  eslablished  for 
lliC  repair  of  vessels.  I'i.e  iniliua  should  be  organ- 
ized, and  divided  into  classes,  rea.ly  lor  service  w hen 
called,  lo  be  couipensaied  in  land  lor  holding  Ihei!)- 
selves  ready,  anu  paid  lor  lUeir  services  when  in  the 
field.  Mounted  gun-men,  cav«l.-y,  and  artillery,  so 
well  adapted  to  a  couniry  ol  plains  and  grass,  should 
be  relied  on  for  lield  seivice  agaiii-t  Indians,  or  any 
invader;  ariillcry  and  inlanuy  (regulars  and'mililia; 
lor  the  aefence  of  posis  and  lurls.  A  chain  ol  jiosis 
on  the  commercial  loules  ul  the  Columbia  and  .Vlis 
Bouri  should  De  established.  That  route  fljuks  the 
British  establishmuius,  and  is  open  tu  the  depreda- 
tions ol  Ihe  northern  Indians.  Posts  at  the  Oka-nag- 
aa,  aod  at  the  upper  tails  of  the  Columbia— in  the 


valley  of  ClarK'a  river— al  Ihe  great  falls  of  the 
Mi-souri,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yi-llow  Stone, 
should  he  cslahlislied.  The  prolecli.m  of  govern- 
ment should  be  extended  to  both  routes,  the  land 
line  of  travel  through  the  South  Pass,  and  the  water 
line  ol  commerce  through  the  North  Pass.  This 
would  keep  Ihe  Indians  in  order  on  both  routes,  north 
and  soiilh,  and  speeMily  open  direct  communications 
wilh  the  Pacific  oci-an.  In  a  word,  1  would  prepare 
lo  lake  possession  of  Ihe  country  (for  its  exclusive 
possession  comes  to  us  under  the  Ghent  treaty,  whe- 
ther Great  linlain  treats  now  or  not)  on  a  scale  com 
mensurale  lo  Us  impiuiance,  and  lo  our  lank  and 
power  in  ihe  world.  For  this  purpose  I  would  have 
the  bill  recommitted,  and  the  commillee  instructed 
lo  report  separately  the  temporary  measure  for  Ihe 
preservation  of  order,  and  Ihe  permanent  govern- 
ment lor  the  territory,  which  I  have  sketched. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  performed  a  painful  duty — 
one  from  which  I  have  long  held  back,  hoping  ihat 
events  would  correct  the  errors  of  the  day,  and  free 
the  country  from  danger.  There  was  great  danger 
of  war  with  Gieal  Britain  when  congress  met  last 
fall,  and  all  upon  a  mistake  and  a  blunder  War 
speeches  and  war  preparations  were  immediately 
commenced  on  Ihis  floor,  and  the  people  were  inflam- 
ed up  to  the  fighling  poinl.  I  endeavored  gently  lo 
quiet  these  dangerous  movements,  all  to  no  purpose. 
At  last,  1  fell  il  my  duty  to  my  country  to  speak  out, 
and  to  let  the  people  mu  that  they  had  been  led  into 
great  errors,  and  lo  tl.c  brink  of  v/ar,  by  edilorsand 
orators,  aBSiiniing  lo  speak  wiih  great  aulhorily.  I 
know  the  frailly  and  the  vanity  of  poor  human  na- 
ture, and  how  hard  il  is  for  parly  leaders  lo  admit  a 
mistake  which  they  have  induced  myriads  of  good 
men  lo  adopt.  The  leaders  are  ashamed  lo  retract: 
not  so  the  mass  of  their  followers.  They  have  no 
interest  in  being  deceived,  and  no  petty  vanity  to  be 
mortified  at  ihe  retraction  of  error.  They  only  wish 
for  what  is  ri^hl  and  honorable,  and  with  them  truth 
prevails,  and  error  passes  away  For  two  years  the 
people  have  been  indoctrinated  wilh  a  Russian  line 
upon  54  deg.  40  min.,  from  the  sea  lo  the  Rocky 
mountains,  Ihe  Russians  owning  all  north,  and  we 
all  south,  and  leaving  no  room  fur  Great  Britain  be- 
tween. Well  '.  the  treaties  supposed  lo  establish  this 
boundary,  and  thus  lo  cut  out  Great  Britain,  are 
produced,  and  they  show  that  there  is  no  such  line — 
thai  the  United  Stales  line  with  Russia  is  insular, 
and  not  continental;  and  that  Russia,  by  treaty,  ad- 
mits the  British  litle  quite  out  to  Ihe  Pacific  ocean, 
and  covering  the  exacl  place  v.'here  the  boundary  of 
54  deg.  40  nun.  was  supposed  to  ba  established!  The 
treaties  show  this;  and  their  |iroduction  is  enough 
for  Ihose  who  have  been  deceived  into  the  belief  of 
a  54  deg.  40  min.  boundary.  Again:  for  two  years 
the  people  have  been  deluded  into  the  beliel  that 
this  54  deg.  40  min.  was  the  true  and  righlliil  UDrih- 
ein  boundary!  The  executive  documents  of  1823-'24 
were  produced;  and  Ihey  sho.ved  thai  the  slatesmeii 
who  made  Ircalies  supposed  to  give  us  ihis  nor  hern 
boundary  actually  proposed  it,  at  the  time,  over  and 
over  again  to  Great  Brilain,  as  her  norlhern  boun- 
dary, coming  down  lo  4'J  lor  quanlity  and  that,  not 
upon  a  principle  ot  compromise,  tiul  of  right,  lo 
cover  her  settlements  in  the  valley  of  Frazer's  river 
settlements  well  known  to  Ihe  statesmen  ol  that  day, 
however  unknown  lo  the  brave  fifiy-iour-roriies  ol 
the  present  day.  For  two  years  the  people  have 
been  told  that  every  acre  and  every  inclj — ever) 
gram  of  sand,  blade  of  grass,  and  drop  ol  water. 
Irom  42  lo  54  40,  is  ours.  Geography,  history,  and 
the  maps  are  produced,  and  show  th.it  Frazer's  river 
Bows  from  55  lo  49 — discovered  by  the  British  in 
1793— sealed  by  them  in  1806— covered  from  head 
to  mouth  by  their  setllements,  and  known  by  the 
Scottish  name  of  New  Caledonia,  when  we  ncgolia- 
ted  with  Spain  in  1319:  and  then  the  executive  do. 
cuments  are  produced,  which  show  that  this  river 
and  its  telllemens  were  admitted  lo  be  British  pro 
perty  by  .Vir.  Monroe's  admmislration,  who  no  more 
set  up  a  lille  lo  it  under  llie  Spanish  irealy  of  lbl9 
Ihan  they  set  up  a  title  lo  UannJa  iiiide)-  the  same 
IreaiJ.  Vet  our  w^iiilje  Ijlly-lourforties  opened  the 
session  with  deniands  for  ships  and  Iroops  to  fight 
Great  Britain  for  this  very  Frazer's  river'  A  de- 
m  .nd  which  put  her  up  to  ships  and  iroops  on  her 
side,  until  she  saw  that  these  intrepid  invaders  of 
N.  Caledonia  would  be  set  ri^ht  at  home.  From  that 
moinenl  her  war  fcier  abated;  tiii  war  lever  of  o-jr 
valiant  invaders  abated  also:  Ihcy  now  cry  war  no 
more;  and,  to  do  them  entire  justice,  1  vei  ily  believe 
Ihey  had  never  heard  of  Frazer's  river  al  llie  fine 
iliey  proposed  lo-alk  over  it  lo  filly-four-lorly. — 
Tliey  are  now  peaceable  enough;  and  all  we  have  to 
regret  is,  the  diacredil  which  iheir  want  ol  acquain- 
tance with  our  own  geography,  has  brought  upon  us 
in  the  e^es  of  Europe  and  America. 

The  danger  is  passed.  Tue  langu  ige  and  conduct 
of  Gfeal  Britain  is  pacific — perfectly  so.     She  was 


a  lilile  rnfll-d  at  fir-.l;  a«  who  won!  I  n  >t  be  al  ihe 
menaced  invasion  of  a  province?  But  since  "In-  has 
seen  lh-,il  ihe  invaders  are  broiijlil  to  a  -land  at  home, 
she  seems  lo  have  recovered  her  good  humor,  and  the 
Oregon  question  has  nearly  died  out  with  her.  Now 
every  body  is  looking  for"  a  selllenieni  of  it  on  the 
basis  of  Ihe  old  offers  of  1807,  1818,  1833.  These 
offers  I  digested  into  the  form  of  two  resolutions  in 
1828  in  executive  session  of  Ihe  senate,  u  iih  a  view, 
by  their  ailoption,  to  prevent  the  ratifii-aiion  of  the 
renewed  joint  occupaiion  convention,  which  we  are 
now  all  so  delermined  lo  get  rid  of.  These  resolu- 
tions have  been  read  once  to  the  senate,  hut  1  will 
read  them  again,  not  lo  »liow  iny  consistuncy,  (for 
my  ambition  is  he  right,  and  to  gel  right  by  chang- 
ing, when  standing  still  becomes  error,)  but  to  clioka 
the  quibblers  and  garblers  who  mutilate  and  misap- 
ply my  words,  to  get  me  into  the  same  box  lliey  are 
in  themselves.  Sir,  1  came  into  the  senate  before 
the  fathers  of  the  church  had  all  left  it,  and  when  il 
was  the  custom  of  the  young  senators  to  listen  to  ths 
old  ones,  and  not  lo  throllle  them;  and  when,  I  flatter 
myself,  I  learnt  something;  and,  among  other  things, 
learnt  Ihat  49  was  the  proper  boundary  httween  our 
Columbia  river  and  Ihe  Brilish  Frazer's  river.  Up- 
on this  knowledge  I  acted  in  drawing  these  resolu- 
tions eighteen  years  ago;  and  1  have  nothing  lo  add, 
or  lo  lake  from  them  to-day. 

"In  SenaU:  secret  session:  Tuesduy,  Feb   5,1828. 

"MR.  DKNTOU's   BLSOI.UTIONl . 

"Resolved,  Thai  it  is  not  expedient  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates  lo  treat  with  his  Britannic 
majesty,  in  reference  lo  their  territorial  claims  and 
boundaries  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  upon  Ihe 
basis  of  a  joint  occupation  by  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Status  and  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  of 
the  country  claimed  by  each  power. 

"Resolved,  Thai  it  is  expedient  for  Ihe  government 
of  the  United  Stales  lo  Ire.it  wilh  his  Bri'annic  ma- 
jesty in  rulcrencs  to  said  claims  and  boundaries  upon 
the  basis  of  a  separation  of  interesls,  and  the  esla- 
lishmentof  the  49th  degree  of  north  latitude  as  a 
permanent  boundary  between  them,  in  Ihe  shortest 
possible  lime." 

These  resolutions  were  offi^red  in  secret  session, 
as  it  was  proper  lo  offer  them,  but  having  long  since 
been  made  public,  with  other  proceedings  on  Ihe  ra- 
lificalion  ol  the  renewed  joint  occupaiion  conven- 
tion in  1828.  They  are  known  to  the  leaders  if  not 
lo  the  followers  of  the  filly  four  forties,  and  would 
he  appealed  to  by  all  who  would  wish  to  rHpr-scnt 
my  opinions  as  they  are,  and  not  as  they  are  noi! 

1  have  no  personal  interest  in  this  matter.  After 
long  delay  I  have  spok.m  publicly  (for  my  opinioni 
were  never  a  secrel)  what  my  duly  to  my  country 
required  at  my  hands,  and  according  to  the  know- 
ledge which  thiriy  j ears'  sludj  of  the  siihj.-cl  has 
given  it.  1  have  been  fighting  the  bailie  of  Oregon 
lor  thirty  years,  and  when  it  had  but  few  fri.'nd<, 
though  now    entirely  eclipsed    by  Ihe  new  converts. 

1  am  where  I  always  have  been,  and  nj  dee  lo  see 
thcqueslK.n  coming  lo  Ihe  conclusion  aliielil  had 
always  deemed  the  right  one.  For  my  juMification 
IN  making  head  agaiii-t  so  much  error,  I  ilir.iw  my- 
self upon  tlie  tquily  and  inlelligcnie  of  ni)  couniry. 
men;  and,  never  having  had  any  fear  for  myself,  I 
now  have  none  for  my  country. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  lo  recommit  the  bill  lo 
the  commillee  on  Ihe  territories,  amended  on  the 
molion  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Alchison,]  o  recom- 
mit to  the  judiciary  cummillee,  with  instructions  lo 
report  as  follows: 

I  hat  the  bill  be  recommitted  lo  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary,  with  instructions: 

First.  To  bring  in  an  amendment  extending  the 
jurisdiction  and  laws  of  the  United  Slates  civil  and 
criminal,  over  ihe  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  in 
Oregon,  lo  the  same  extent  that  Gr.  at  Britain  ex- 
tended her  jnnsdiclion  and  laws  over  her  ciiizcns  in 
the  s.me  territory  by  the   act  of  parliament  of  July 

2  1821,  and  supplemental  act. 

Sreundly.  To  report  a  bill  for  the  full  and  perfect 
governinenl  of  the  territory,  to  lake  efl'ect  jlier  llie 
abrogation  of  the  joini-use  convention,  providing 
for  the  appomtmeiil  of  a  governor,  to  he  the  uiilisary 
and  civil  chief  of  ihe  lenitory,  and  fx  q^cio  super- 
iiilendeiit  of  Indian  affairs;  providing  ai"-o  lor  a  ter 
rilorial  legislaiurc,  and  for  the  adminisiralion  of 
justice;  also  orovidiog  lor  Ihe  defence  of  tne  territo- 
ry by  fortifying  the  mouili  of  Ihe  Colo  ,.bia  river, 
and  other  ponds,  a;id  organizing  the  mili'.ia;  also  for 
the  conducti.  g  ol  commerce  by  eslahiishing  a  col- 
leciion  disiricl  and  custom  house  in  Oregon;  also  to 
provide  for  the  security  of  navigation,  uy  light  hous- 
es, buoys,  bacons,  &c.,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia. The  boun-laries  of  said  lerritoiy  to  be  sucn  on 
the  north  as  may  be  established  by  ihe  treaty  with 
Great  Britain;  and  until  so  established,  to  be  along 
Ihe  parallel  of  49  degrees  of  north  lalilude. 
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PO^TS'RU-T-fOd.yiliS  NKWS.  I  hr  Mea- 
liitT  Cimhria.  wlui'li  M  Liverp  ■  il  uii  ili.'  4'li  hisiain, 
re;ir|ic.I  B-.-i.mi  .v  7p  .M.  I  i-t  c ve  iiu2,  ( I7iii.)  :r,d  «e 
fl.ip  ilie  (ires!)  ihis  (ISHi)  .]i  inii  u'.  ihal  »■«  may  include 
iriiplliecn.-H  briniglu  l>v  the  arrival 

The  corn  bill,  tiaallv  passed  llie  house  ol  lords  on 
(he  ash. it  Ju'.e.  wiilmui  a  division.         .      ,     ^ 

'I'he  Irish  ciEECiQN  bili,,  was  rtjee'ed  m  ilie  house  ol 
cniiiioii!.  "1  -i  u'ol.  ck  DM  ihe  morniii;;  .if  ihe  26ih  by  a 
niiiji>riiy  "I  73  voles  atjainsl  liie  ministry.  The  c  misb- 
que    ce  vvi.s  die 

Resignation  of  the  Peel  ministry  On  the  27ili  Sir 
R„bfri  Pt-el  repiiired  to  ihe  1^1.-  nl  VVis/lii,  anil  tendtred 
his  AVM  an  I  his  cjlleairuia,  lesinnanons  lo  ihe  queen. 

The  new  cabinet  is  cnnipupfd  .if 

MiU'iuis  "I  Latid>d.ix-np,  privy  seal. 

E:ii|ijt    Mar,  h^iiiie  depirn 

Sir  Grort'H  Graves,  liireian  department. 

Visi-dii   t  PiilniHr.sion,  cnlonial  secreiary. 

Earl  Grev,  treasurer. 

Lord  J  .Im  Riis.«el|.  "f  tlie  exch.qiler. 

Mr  Charle-  N.  Wo-d,  h..ai,)  of  ir.de. 

Earl  Ol  Ciarendon,  rhief  secretary  for  Ireland. 

Mr.  Libnurhere.  secreiary  uf  w  r. 

H  .n.  F.  0   U.  Maiile,  aiiorney  ^jenoral 

Gen  ri  r  Thos.  Wilde,  lord  lieut.  of  Ireland. 

'I'h.'  Duke  of  WelliMijmii.commander  in  chief. 

Oil  Ihe  itfib,  Sir  Roberi  Peil  made  a  lens-ihy  expla- 
raii  .n  in  the  commons  of  his  inon-es  for  rcianins 

'I  HE  Oregon  treaty,  reached  Enyland  in  the  Great 
West,  rii  on  the  2i  I.  and  was  b  iled  with  univcr.^al  3m 
lislaciion.  Sir  Roberi  Pee!  in  his  resii/iiaiion  speecii. 
dwelt  for  an  hour  upon  thai  and  the  Mejican  question 
He  CO.  graiulated  the  coumry  that  all  soiir.es  of  ditii- 
cully  »iih  dial  areal  nation  (ihe  Uoiied  Stales.)  wen- 
pet  i|i-d  AU  eijex  are  now  anzioualy  turned  towards  tke 
Amnri,  a,i  iiinjf !  ,  ■    ,    ,     j      o  i 

TreineiMous  riots  have  occurred  in  Ireland.  Several 
fights  with  ihe  CatTrees,  S.  Africa. 

'Cardinal  Perrotte,  is  elected  Pope  of  Rome,  as  sue- 
cess.ir  of  Gregory  xvi ,  who  died  on  the  l.-l  ol  June. 

Lord  Travais  Eaerion  has  ihe  peerage;  an  American 
merchant,  G.  D  Brown,  E^q.,  takes,  his  place  in  the 
house  of  commons.  __ 

Markets.  Cotton,  prices  a  laint  shade  better,  su- 
gar IS  aHected  unfavorably  by  the  new  duties,  la  the 
grain  matkei  no  improvement. 

Direct  Taxes  Intimated— During  the  debate  in  the 
house  of  representatives  on  ihe  ISth,  .Mr.  Davis,  of  Ky  , 
reminded  the  chairman  of  the  commitiee  of  ways  and 
means,  that  in  a  speech  a  short  time  since  he,  .Mr.  Mc- 
Kail,  had  slated  that  the  balance  then  in  the  public  irea 
sury  would  probably  be  sutficieiil  to  defray  all  expenses 
of  the  Mexican  war.  Since  that,  an  appropriation  of 
ten  millions  bos  been  voted  by  congress  to  enable  the 
goveinmeni  to  carry  on  that  war.  An  appropriation  ol 
twelve  millions  more  is  now  to  be  made  in  addition — and 
the  whole  twenty  two  millions,  Mr.  D.  beli-ved,  would 
fall  far  short  of  the  expenditures.  Besides,  we  have  au- 
thorised ihc  issue  of  ten  niillions  in  treasury  no(e.«,  and 
the)  aie  to  be  redeemable  at  the  end  of  twelve  months. 
How  are  tlie^e  things  to  be  accomplished.' 

Mr.  McKay,  stated,  that  his  estimates  referred  to,  had 
been  expressly  predicated  mi  the  siippujiiion  that  the 
Mexican  war  would  be  speedily  lerniniaifd.  Should 
the  war  continue,  however,  "on  the  reassembling  of 
CONGRE-.S  IN  December,  he  should  be  ready  to  resort 

to  TAXATION." 

Effects  of  the  Tariff  on  Finance— S;ofem™(  read 
by  Mr.  Webster  ill  the  Vnited  Slatis  Sinute.  Thundaij 
July  IC  l'^46.  The  object  of  the  lariti'  bill  »>as  to  lais.- 
$2S,U00,000  for  the  service  of  the  year  by  duties  on  im- 
ports. 

li  IS  proposed  lo  raise  this  amount  by  ad  valorem  du- 
ties eoiirely.  These  dunes  ore  arranged  by  the  bill  into 
clan-es,  being  cbarned  respectively  lOt),  40,  3U,  25,  "ill 
15.  10,  and  5per.-ent. 

The  avcrau'e  of  these,  according  to  the  committee  of 
finance,  is  2:ij  per  ce  t.  The  qiieslion,  therefore,  is 
what  we  may  jiisily  expect  with  an  importation  this 
year,  as  at  ih.i  average  ilieyear  will  yield  a  revenue  of 
S2a.0l)i),000  To  judtre  if  tins,  we  inusi,  in  the  tirsi 
place,  be  brought  lo  the  amount  ol  last  year's  impona- 
lions. 

By  the  treasury  Btaiemeiii  ii  appears  iliat  the  value  of 
m>rcliandise  iniporied  from  July  1,  1844,  lo  June  SOih. 
l.'^45,  was  8117,254  564.  This  is  a  luriier  imporlaiion 
lliiiii  the  average  ol  the  last  five  years.  But  tins  aoiouni 
i:  chides  all  ihe  free  aiticlrs,  the  value  of  which  is  $22.- 
167,840. 

li  is  said  the  free  list  will  be  diminished  by  transfer- 
rinL' several  ariieleHto  the  dunuble  lisi. 

Bui  Ihe  remaining  nrlicirs  .-nil  remain  free  under  ihis 
bill.  Tea  and  colfee  and  specie  are  iioi  i  ixed.  iind  iln 
value  of  these  imports  hial  year  was  *l5,9U.fi4L)-  Dc- 
rliit-t  ibis  from  the  aiisre  ate  'pf  i-iip  MtunoiH  and  the 
balnn.e  r.  maininK  is  8101  33!)  015. 

Tin  re  iiie  inn  -v  oihi-r  anicl.s  lefilree,  lint  lea  and 
corti-e  uiul  .-pc  cie  nr>-  ihe  nriin-ipal. 

Nowihe  i-ani  olSini.JMftift  „„  „„  overage  duty  ol 
23  J  per  cent,  will  produce  *23.8I  -l  >«7;  hiii  ihis  i»  ihe  ({r"s« 
product  From  mis  in  to  he  deducted  in  the  lirsi  pLce, 
i.ir  cost  ot  collectioi,,  two  inillio  s. 

Ill  the  i'-.-;i  place  ivc  nie  i,M!edui-i  drawbacks  ol  tlie 
ffi.i- an-'-    .-.-I  las.  year,  «1,87S,4()9. 

>'  1;  ■  :,  ..,n  there  reniaiiiB  only  819.S36.43i/ 
; ;    .,  ,      .      :,,,  for  iinpurtationsi.     II  wn  called  this 


.f20,nnnono,  dienii  M-o-ild  fniNhin  ei-bt  millions  of  the 
■■hill  n  resstiry  for  ^h-    use  irf  gove-nme-.i. 

To  I'Mdiiee  'h'-se  ,  isrht  ojilh  .  s  at  ibe  same  ri'e  of 
d'liies,  tl-cre  v^ill  b-  reqniied  an  incnased  importation  of 
f'rv  ioil!i,iiis.  making  ar  a--Li-i-.  sat  importation  of  free 
and  dmiable  arih  les  of  S157  2J1  .564. 

Now  is  here  i.ny.jnsi  ground  of  expectation  that  such 
an  increased  iinporlaioii  will  take  place?  Or  if  it  were 
possible  rh.it  such  an  increase  should  accrue,  can  the 
L'oods  be  paid  for  wiihoiit  draining  the  country  of  specie, 
and  ef^ctiiaiiy  deranging  the  correncv. 

Let  ii  be  reniembfred  that  to  rnret  ilie  importaiions 
of  last  ve  r,  sp'  ei.'  was  exported  to  the  amount  of  §4,- 
536  273.  V  z:  o'  specie  iver  imports  of -he  same  arii- 
cle  *3,69l„in7;  aed  of  American  coin,  under  the  h.-a  1 
"(  .1  Mnesicpr-,uu.-ts,$i)4,l06  making  lo.'e-ber  *4,536,. 
273. 

I  nii-;hi  add  also,  if  we  expect  an  i  icreise  of  fort"  mil- 
lions in  dnli.ihle  sood^.  that  we  miyht  expect  al-2o  a  cor- 
responding increase  in  free  goods. 

Intrigces.  There  have  been  various  speculations 
as  to  c.-rlain  movements  said  lo  be  on  f.iol  f.ir  th» 
re^iorallon  of  .Santa  Anna  lo  power  in  Mexico  It 
has  been  intimated  also  that  our  eiovei-nment  had 
something  lo  do  with  the  projer-tin  qneslinn,  and  that 
nnon  Santa  Anna's  return  lo  Ihe  administration  in 
Mexico  a  peace  would  he  negotiated  between  that 
republic  and  Ihe  United  Slates  on  Ihe  ba^is  of  Ihe 
cession  of  Ihe  Californias  to  Ihis  country.  The  Union 
refcs  to  this  subject,  and  savs: 

"We  deem  it  our  duly  to  slate  in  the  most  positive 
terms,  that  our  government  has  no  sort  of  connexion 
with  any  scheme  of  Sania  Anna  for  Ihe  revolution  of 
Mexico,  or  for  any  sort  of  purpose.  S'lme  three 
months  ago  some  adventurer  was  in  Washington  who 
wished  to  obtain  Iheip  countenance  and  aid  in  some 
scheme  or  other  connected  with  Santa  Anna.  They 
declined  all  sort  of  connexion,  co-operalion,  or  par- 
ticipali'in  in  any  effort  for  Ihe  purpose.  The  govern 
ment  of  this  country  declines  alt  such  intri|?ues  or 
bargains.  They  have  made  war  openly  in  the  face 
of  the  world  They  mean  to  prosecute  it  with  all 
their  vigor.  Thev  mean  to  force  Mexico  to  do  us 
joslice  at  the  point  of  tlie  swnrd.  This,  then,  is  their 
design — this  is  their  plan;  and  it  i;;  worthy  of  a  bold, 
high-minded,  and  energetic  people. 

PiTBLic  Lands.  The  demand  for  land  at  the  land 
office  at  Green  Bay,  and  at  Milwaukee,  is  represented 
as  being  vciy  active.  The  Green  Bay  Republican 
states,  that  %  6,800  was  received  at  that  ofliee  on  the 
3d  ult.;  $  7,000  was  taken  at  the  Milwaukee  office 
on  the  2d  ult.  Total  sales  at  the  latter  office  during 
the  month  of  May.  4.3,700  acres;  at  the  Chicago  office, 
same  month  20,357  acres. 

The  receipts  at  Green  Bay  Office  during  the  month 
of  January  1846,  was  f;  12,765,87;  February,  $  11, 
131,19,  March,  $9,794  09,  April,  $  14,953,31,  May 
$36,661,41,  total,  5  85,306,87. 

Lake  Superior  Copper  Mines, — It  appears  from  re- 
ports from  the  Ordnance  Department,  submitted  to  a 
'Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  U. 
States,  that  there  have  been  employed,  since  1843  in 
the  Lake  Superior  Copper  Mining  region,  seventeen 
agents  and  other  officers,  at  the  expense  of  $  12,895, 
63  for  salaries,  and  f  16,907,38  for  contingent  expen- 
ses; making  the  aggregate  sum  of' $32,805,01,  and 
that  the  receipts  for  rents  up  to  April  7,  1846,  are 
$  192,22_.  That  there  have  been  granted  60  leases 
of  three  sqtuire  miles,  and  224  of  one  mile,  making  an 
area  of  764  s^iini-e  iiiiies  under  least  on  the  30tli  of 
March.  In  addition  to  those  leases,  155  others  are 
now  prepared  and  sent  to  the  parties  for  execution, 
and  243  permits  are  yet  out. 

Jlrmy  Pay. —  Major  G-neral,  $376  per  month;  aid 
lo  do.  aildilional  pay,  $38;  brigadier  general,  $246; 
aid  lo  do.  additional  pay,  $'38;  colonel  of  infantry, 
$166;  lieul.  colonel.  $145;  major,  $129;  captain,  $80; 
first  lieutenant,  $70,  seco.id  lieutenant,  $62;  adju- 
tant. $33;  serge-jiil,  $13;  corporal,  $10;  privates, 
each,  $8;  colonel  of  cavalry.  $184;  lieutenant  col. 
$163;  major,  $141;  captain,  $106;  first  and  second 
lieutenant,  each,  $30;  artj.ulaiil,  $100;  privates,  self 
and  horse,  §30.  The  cost  of  .'iO.OOO  volunteers,  in 
due  proportion  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  for  twelve 
toonths,  would  be  $13  2ol).4£'0. 

A  Catholic  Cathedral  at  PAiLADELriuA.    A  lot 

has  bei-n  bought  lor  $34,000,  on  which  a  Cathedral 
IS  lo  be  conslrucled  in  Ibe  highrsl  style  of  archilec 
Inn-,  to  front  on  Schuylkill  5ih  strecl,  Logan  Square, 
120  feet,  Willi  a  depth  of  200  feet;  Ihe  roof  lo  be  75 
feet  above  the  ground  Boor,  sufiported  on  columns, 
ilividing  the  house  into  three  grand  isles.  It  will 
contain  not  less  Ihan  ten  altars.  Pho  structure,  it 
iiisaid  will  be  paid  for  by  private  siibscriptionR. — 
Many  raemlicrsof  ihe  church  li.ive  snbicribiid  $1,000 
each.     Five  joara  is  lak'n  to  finish  it- 


Persecution  of  the  Jews.  The  E-nperor  of  Rus- 
sia has  pnhlishe.i  a  nkise  orderic.g  all  the  Je,v«  in 
Russia  lo  place  Ihe  ■  selves  in  on-  of  the  four  follow, 
ing  classes:  jst,  amongst  the  burgesses  of  the  t-iwn, 
by  Ihe  purchase  of  a  piece  of  laud,  or  a  h-:iuse;  2  1,  in 
one  of  Ihe  three  corporations  of  Trasoy;  3d,  in  a  cor- 
poration of  arlizans,  after  having  given  the  proofs  of 
ability  required  by  law;  4ih,  in  the  grand  body  of 
tillers,  whether  on  their  own  property  or  owned  by 
others.  They  must  pfice  themselves,  by  the  appoint- 
ed time,  in  ime  of  Ihe  classes,  and  are  to  be  subject- 
ed to  restrictive  measures. 

Benf.ficence.  Tke  Englisli  Churchmaii  says — 
Among  Ihe  si.;ns  of  i  uproved  feeling  in  me  ch-irch 
-ve  gladly  hail  i-islances  of  iinosleiiUliius  munifi- 
cence, not  uiifieq  leiitly  occurring.  Anoug  such 
inslani-es  are,  an  oHermg  by  a  brother  and  sister  of 
$44  440.  towards  a  bishopric  and  college  in  China; 
lor  building  a  church  in  a  densely  populated  and 
poor  district  in  Wilton-Plare,  $11 1  100,  contributed 
by  the  ret-lor  and  bis  people,  ^102  212,  by  one  indi- 
vidual towards  founding  a  bishopric  at  Ihe  Cape  of 
Good  H.ipe,  and  another  in  Auslralia;  and  also  from 
an  anonymous  contributor,  $1,000  to  the  Church  Ex- 
tension Society. 

Mission  to  Burmah.  Tke  Rev.  Dr.  Judsnn,  accom- 
panit-d  by  a  number  of  new  missionary  families, 
took  a  xery  affectionaie  leave  of  their  friends  and 
relaiives  on  Cenlral  wharf,  Boston,  on  the  ll-t  inst. 
and  after  addressing  Ihe  Throne  of  Grace  embarked 
for  Iheir  destination  as  .Missionai  ies  of  the  Gospel  to 
Ihe  Burinan  Empire,  in  which  field  Dr.  Judson  has 
already  labored  for  thirty  four  years. 

Fort  Smelling The    St.    Louis  Rep.    of  od  June 

says: — We  are  informed  by  Cap.  Burger,  of  the  steam-, 
er  Red-Wing,  which  arrived  froii  St.  Peters  yesterT 
day,  that  some  intimations  had  been  received  at  Foit 
Snelling  before  he  left,  that  the  Indians  were  collect. 
ing  in  that  vicinity,  witb  the  intention  of  making  an 
attack  oa  the  Fort,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the 
liberation  of  one  of  the  Sioux,  who  had  been  given 
up,  and  was  held  in  custody,  either  as  a  hostage,  or 
for  being  concerned  in  the  murder  of  a  chief  some 
time  ago.  A  demand  for  his  release  was  sent  in 
some  days  ago,    which  was  refused. 

Jlfunfcrs  in  the  Cherokee  Country,  are  still  of  almost 
daily  occurrence  between  the  hostile  factions  of  the 
tribe.  The  Van  Buren  (Arkansas)  Intelligencer  of 
the  27th  ult.  says: — An  old  Cherokee  by  the  name 
of  Baldridge,  with  another  Indian,  whose  name  we 
have  forgotten,  was  killed  last  week  about  8  miles  a- 
bove  Evansville.  Baldridge  was  a  man  of  great  age, 
yet  his  silver  hairs  and  great  feebleness  did  not  spare 
hiui.  Two  or  three  negroes,  we  hear,  were  also  sto- 
l&n  from  Baldridge.  We  have  not  yet  learned  who  the 
dastardly  ruffians  were. 

The  Treasury  Note  Bill,  authorizing  the  issue  of 
ten  millions  of  duilai;s  iii  Ihis  description  of  paper  cur- 
rency, passed  the  house  of  represeoiatives  on  the  loih 
inst.     Ayes  118,  noes  47. 

The  Sub  TiiEAsrpY  Bill  is,  on  mol-ion  of  .Mr.  Alleii, 
lo  be  the  spi'cal  onitr  of  ilie  day.  In  the  senate,  su  ^oon 
as  the  larifl  bill  is  disposed  of. 

7'he  Richmond  Enquittr  expressrs  the  full,  si  confj- 
oence,  thai,  if  ii  d,-pe  .,is  po  :  ilie  c.isnng  vo.e  ol  the 
vice  prcsi.leni,  Mr.  D(dl;s  w,\l  iiisin,-  ilu-  p-a-ageof  ihe 
new  lanfl'bnl  If  be  i.g..rdcd  himsell  only  as  a  fenii- 
s>  Ivanijii,  he  niigbi  be  bound  by  the  voice  of  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania,  but  beluga  democraiic  vice  president, 
he  is  bou  ,d  to  c.iriy  out  the  will  of  the  democratic  party 
of  the  .-..uulry. 

The  Ouiied  Slates  Gazette  (Philadelphia)  intimates 
'hat  Mr.  Dallas  will  contrive  to  secure  a  innjoiily  for  the 
bill  wi;hout  having  lo  give  his  own  vole. 

NANTUcKtiT.  AJtre  commenced  on  the  night  o!  the 
13  h,  and  was  hard  y  arrested  by  blowing  up  several 
housi-8  when  we  la.si  hi  aid  Irnm  ihencc.  Heiween  three 
and  four  hundred  of  ihe  principal  houses,  wiih  nearly  all 
their  contenis  were  destroyed,  ijstiinaied  loss  one  mil- 
lion dollars. 

The  harvest.  Since  our  police  of  the  4tli  instant, 
we  have  had  cupilal  weather  forgtiling  m  ihe  crops.— 
Till- injury  vve  mentioned  us  expi  rieiiced  in  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  will  dimiiiish  ihe  crop  in  quantity,  perhaps 
twenty  per  c,  ni.  from  w-liai  was  in  prospect  two  weeks 
before,  and  also  in  quahty,  sa  thai  ihe  yield  will  be  be 
low  an  averngB  crop. 

But  from  iVlty-yland.  north,  east, and  Wt-sl,  eo  splendid 
a  crop  of  wheat  nevt-r  before  vvas  taken  Ir  m  tiie  fields. 
Thanks  tlo.tiks  in  u  gracious  supcriiitendiii;^  Providence 
lor  such  abundance. 

The  POTATO  ROT.  Accounts  from  vnrioiis  diicciioiia 
iiidieaii-  ihai  ihe  disea&e  is  taiul  lu  a  lat^e  puriiua  of 
the  early  crop. 
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FOREIGN 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 
By  means  of  ihe  Masnciio  Telearapli  we  were  ena- 
bleJ  10  insert  in  Inst  Saiurdar's  Register  the  substance 
of  the  news  which  readied  Boston  tlie  evening  before 
by  the  steamer  Cambria,  which  led  Liverroolon  the  4ih 
insianl.  More  deiailed  accounts  brouglit  by  the  arrival 
reached  us  by  mail  two  dajs  afier,  and  will  be  found  in 
(his  number. 


Tiie  sieamer  Gre.it  Bnmui.lc.f.  Liverpool  atSP.M. 
on  ihe  7ih  'Ms-taui.  From  noon  ot  the  S.h  to  noon  of  the 
9lh  mnde  231)  milos-sails  part  ol  ih;'  tune  only.  Re- 
maim)  r  of  the  passage,  wind  westerly  or  so  light  as  to 
beof  nouse;  a  lim-l  strong  from  the  west i-ihe  las 
week  coniinual  liiick  fogs,  had  to  go  slow-reached 
Sandy  H.Kik  a;  midnight  the  20ih,  13  dnys  3  hours  pas- 
sage, or  dedui-nns  16  hours  f.r  stoppages,  12  days  U 
hours-said  lo  he  ihe  quickest  passage  ycl  made. 

The  packet  ship  Queb-c  :,rrived  al  Liverpool  on  the 
6ih.    The  Silas  Holmes  on  the  5ih. 

\  mosi  terrific  thunder  storm  passed  over  Devershire, 
and  was  felt  sever-^ly  at  Livcrpo.jl,  Windsor,  and  Ber- 
miiiuham  on  ihe  5ih  July.  j  •    i.    .  r    r 

The  house  of  Mack.-y  &  Hall,  engaged  in  East  India 
trade,  lailed  to  tl;e  astonishment  of  every  one,  on  the 

'^' The'?e"signation  of  Mr.  Peel  was  so  generally  antici- 
paied,  ihat  no  surprise  is  e.xpressed.  lie  Nvas  one  of  the 
ab  e"i  ministers  that  has  had  ihe  helm  of  the  Empire  tor 
Tne  last  hundred  years.  The  disnipiion  ol  the  tory  ca- 
binet on  the  corn  law  bill,  was  so  radical,  ihat  although 
Ihey  were  conslrained  lo  resume  power  when  the  whigs 
failed  to  form  a  m  n.slry.yet  it  was  ^yell  known  that  a 
combination  of  Ihe  opposition  party  could  at  any  lime  they 
lhou»hl  proper,  out  voic  the  in.mslry  then  holding  he 
seal  of  otfice  by  sufferance.  We  regard  the  vole  on  the 
Irish  coercion  bill  as  merely  a  proof  that  the  opposmon 
had  at  lenoth  a-reed  upon  a  ministry,  and  availed  of 
hat  as  the  first  ol.porlunily  to  afford  the  tones  an  e.v 
ciise  for  rc^i'-ning.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  general 
Eood  feeliiie"amongstall  parlies  on  the  occasion. 

Lord  John  Russell,  is  prime  min.sler,  and  lakes  Mr. 
Peel's  place  in  the  house  of  commons  hi^'^prey.  fids 
the  corresponding  department  in  the  house  of  Lords.- 
Must  of  the  members  o:  he  old  Me.bourne  cabinet  re- 
sume their  places.  i  j  r  .i. 
The  admission  ot  Cobden  was  disrusseJ,  and  if  the 
Slate  of  Ihat  genilenian's  heallh  and  his  finances  had 
enabled  him  to  become  a  professional  polilician,  he  might, 
it  seems,  have  risen  to  the  dignity  of  a  cabinet  minis 
le^-a  splendid  compliment  to  his  talent  and  his  great 
persona  populaiuy.  His  oolleague,  Mr.  Biighi,  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe,  will  ynn  ihe  government 
in  a  reasonable  capacity,  and  Mr.  Wilson  the  chair- 
man of  the  league,  has  also  been  offered  an  arpoint- 
meiii. 

Appointments  under  the  new  government  were  offer- 
^A  in    heir  risir"  voung  stalesinen,  members  ol  bir  Ko- 
be  1  Feel's  cabinil,  and  declined-Mr.  Sydney  Herhett. 
Lnrd  Dalhousie.and  ti  e  Earl   of  Lincoln,    bir.  Robert 
Peel  was  unwillm"  to  urge  office  upon  iheni  in  his  rival's 
poveriiment,  but  personally  had  no  ohjeciion  to  their  ac- 
ceptance ofii.    The  Duke  of  Wclhneion  IS  to  remain 
ot  the  head  of  Ihe  army,  at  the   special  request  of  the  I 
queen,  but  declines  a  seat  in  the  cabinet,  and  is  said   to  ; 
have  declared  that  his  po'iiical  lite  is  endcd-and  ihat  he  I 
will  never  again  open  his  lips  in  parliament  e.Kcep' m  re- 
lation lo  the  duiies  of  the  office  he  retains. 

,Sir  Robert  Peel  certainly  evinces  no  hosiihty  to  the 
new  ministry.  The  London  Times  sides  with  them — 
The  popular  feeling  is  in  favor  of  "ihe  government  — 
be  the  "ovcrnmenl  whig  or  lory ,-nnd  all  hands  seem 
to  ogree  that  the  new  ministry  shall  have  a  fair  start. 

Ins  a  critical  period  for  ihe  Irish  poliiicians.  O  Con- 
nell  IS  on  ihc  fence-and  at  present  has  his  hands  full 
in  endeavoring  to  mamage  "Young  Ireland,"  lalelyex- 
ceedinalv  resiive  under  Ills  curb.  Whelher  between  the 
two  Darlies,  Lord  J>.hn  Russell  and  his  whig  associates 
v^■ill  be  able  lo  re.slore  Ireland  to  quietness,  without  a 
"coercion  bill  "■ — is  'o  be  seen. 

In  a  reply,  dated  July  3d,  from  Sir  Robert  Peel  to  the 
address  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and  others,  of  Liver- 
pool, he  says —  ,  ,  .  I     .  11 

"Tlie  assurances  of  approbation  which  that  address 
conveys  are  very  granfying  to  my  feelings.  The  parlies 
to  it  will  have  seen  ihat,  at  tlie  same  time  that  1  an-  | 
nounced  my  resignaiion  of  office,  1  had  the  coidial  sa- 
lislaction  of  announcing  also  that  die  proposals  recently 
made  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  lor  the  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  our  differences  with  ihe  United  Slates,  in  respect 
10  the  terriiory  of  Oregon,  had  been  accepted  by  ihe  go- 
vernment of  that  country  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  were 
made  by  us." 

Tne  London    Chronicle,  denominates  the  new  minis- 
trv    '•The  Ministry  of  Scciji.  Refor.-vi,''   and  dwells 
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I  upon  the  promises  of  ihe  premier  to  reform  social  abuses. 

i  'niere  is  ample  room  for  ii,  every  body  wi  1  admit. 

'      The  corn  and   tariff  bills,   pasted   the  lioiise  of  lords 
on  the  night  of  ihe  2Bih  June,  and  received  the  royal 

assent  on  ihe  2tiili.  

The  vole  on  ihe  Irish  coercion  bill  in  ihe  commons, 
gave  a  majority  of  73,  against  miiiisier  in  a  house  ot  oil 
mmibers  in  attendance.  .        x.  ■  i 

The  new  cabinet  is  wholly  whig.  No  onti-corn  law 
members 

Indian  corn  and  meal,  is  foUml  out  to  he  eatab'e  ill 
lasi,-al  least  ill  Ireland.  The  Cork  government  sells 
lilW  thousand  dollars  worih  every  week,  at  a  penny  per 
nound,  besides  wheal  is  sold  by  private  dealers,  wUo 
get  about  four  fifihs  of  a  penny  for  it.  A  not  occurred 
at  Limerick  by  a  report  ihat  millers  intended  lo  stop  iht 
issue  of  meal. 

Money  Market. -Reaction  has  taken  place,  and  bul- 
lion is  again  accumulating  in  ihe  vaults  ot  the  Bank  of 
England,  notwiihsianding  the  faihiie  of  Usi  yeai's  crop 
and  the  immense  omlay  lor  ihe  purchase  of  breadstuHs^ 
This  demonstrates  how  decidedly  the  ballance  of  trade 
is  in  favor  of  England. 

Bank  of  England.— .\  letter  dated,  London,  July  3d, 
says:  "Our  Bunk  of  England  is  getting  swumped  with 
oold.  The  merchants  to  whom  it  is  consigned  have  the 
Jreatesi  dilliculiy  111  getting  bills  on  the  coniineiit  lo  re- 

Tli'e  bullion  in  the  bank  on  ihe  20th  Tune, ainnunts  lo 
£\6  015  659— nearly  SO  millions  of  dollars!  Paper  m 
circulation  i;-20.4ibtl,237. 

The  Brilish  Revenue  (actual)  for  the  year 

ending  July  5,  1315,  was  •^f.fn/i-?) 

Do.    July  5,  1846,      "  4S,394,4-U 


Decrense,  ,  L^^^.^^O 

Say  about  si.x  millions  of  dollars. 

The  decrease  from  customs  during  the  year,  was  over 
ten  millionsof  dollars.  The  increase  of  revenue  during 
Ihe  year,  is  principally  insetted  under  die  head  of  mis- 
cellaneous." Stamps,  and  ihe  post  office,  had  each  in- 
creased over  half  a  million  of  dollars  

The  quarters  revenue  ending  July.  1S46,  compared 
wiih  ihe  corresponding  quarter  of  1S45,  shows  an  in- 
crease of  £575,.'i99,  in  favor  of  1S46.  . 

Slocks,  generally  decline,  on  a  change  iil  ministers.— 
On  ihis  occasion  ihey  advanced,  owing  ii  is  said,  to  the 
seltlement  of  the  Oregon  question 


The  En<^lish  and  the  Moors.— The  Eco  del  Comercio 
publishes  a  letter  from  Melilla,  of  rather  old  date,  alaun-i 
Ihat  an  English  brig  ol  war  from  Gibraltar  had  arrived 
at  GcnibuySfa,  to  demand  resiilution  of  the  riierchan- 
dise  of  im  English  vessel,  which  had  been  captured  by 
some  MoL-irish  piraios  afier  ihe  escape  ol  ihe  crew  m 
iheir  boats.  The  Moors  opposed  a  vigorous  resislance, 
but  were  defeated,  with  a  loss  of  five  men  killed  and  ten 
or  twelve  wounded;  and  Ihe  English  succeeded  in  car- 
rying  off  a  portion  of  the  properly  which  had  been  taken 
by  ilTe  pirates.  The  other  pari  had  been  losi,  for  after 
Ihe  captu.e  a  storm  came  on,  and  ihe  vessel  was  wreck- 
ed The  English  are  slated  to  have  had  tour  or  fi/e  men 
killed  in  the  conflict  with  ilie  Moors. 

The  English  and  the  Cajres,  near  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  have  been  fighting  again. 

From  Ihe  London  Times. 
Wo  have  ai  lengih  received  ihe  Mexican  accounts  of 
the  laie  collision  Kith  the  American  forces  on  the  Kio 
Grande,  and  it  is  saiisfactory  to  find  ihat  no  a"empl  has 
been  ii.ido  to  disguise  from  the  people  of  Mexico  the  act 
that  Ihey  have  sustained  a  severe  defeat,  and  that  their 
armies  are  wholly  unable  to  carry  on  the  war  wiili  any 

'The  blockade  of  Tampico,  Vera  Cruz,  and  other  Al- 
iaiilic  pons,  appear  lo  have  been  conducled  wuh  clue 
consid'eration  lo  neutral  inlercsls  by  Ihe  American  Con.- 
modore  Conner,  and  lo  be  supported  by  a  sufficient  force. 
That  ofEccr  has  under  his  command  the  Lnmherland, 
RS?i^an..  Potomac,  John  Adams,  Sotners,  St.  Mary's, 
and  ihesleamships  Mis^issi|ipi  and  Princeton.  It  re- 
mains, however,  to  be  seen  whelher  he  will  venture  to 
attack  Si.  Juan  d'Ulloa,  which  is  at  al  times  an  opera- 
lion  of  great  difficulty  and  danger  from  the  sudden 
orthely  gales  which  expose  a  squadron  to  desiruciion 
on  the  reefs  that  protect  the  lorlihcations  to^he  seaward 
St.  Juan  d'Ulloa,  moreover,  now  mounts  200  g  ms  on 
the  ca.,ile.  and  50  in  the  two  forts  and  walls  of  ihe  cuy 
commanding  ihe  anchorage.  .  , 

Ad  these  guns  are  new  and  of  heavT  calibre,  with  a 
number  of  eight  inch  and  len  inch  Paixhan  guns.- 
ThTre  are  saPd  lo  be  2,000  men  in  He  fortress,  and  about 
ihe  same  number  in  ihe  town.  Under  the.^c  circum- 
stances  we  doubt  whelher  the  American  comn.odore 
wm  rLk  an  attack  on  the  sirongcsi  place  on  the  Mexican 

""For  the  protection  of  British  interests  in  ihe  Gidf  of 
MexW:oihe'^Endymion  frigate  and  the  Ahirm  "lave  be  n 
ordered  down  from  Bermuda.  Cotii.  Prmgwil  protia 
bly  be   able  to  increase    the  squadron   from    Jamaica. 


H  here  he  hoists  his  broad  [icnnant  on  ine  Iinauni;  and 
die  Albion  has  bi;en  sent  on,  we  believe,  from  this  coun- 
try. In  lie  Pacific  the  British  and  .American  squadrons 
Here  both  at  Maznilan;  but  no  news  has  yet  arrived  of 
any  operations  on  the  western  co.isl. 

The  period  beini;  now  al  hand  for  the  issue  of  Iha 
new  Mexican  bonds  umler  the  convention  agreed  lo 
by  the  shareholders  al  Ihcir  lalo  mcelin;;5,  some  sur- 
prise has  been  expressed  by  various  correspondents 
that  no  olTicial  copy  has  yet  appeared  of  the  decree 
of  the  Mexii-an  governmcnl  by  which  these  terms 
are  agreed  to  on  their  part.  The  only  decree  whicfi 
has  jet  appeared  is  that  embodying  the  first  proposi- 
tion, which  was  rejected.  It  maj  probablj  be  with- 
held for  the  purpose  of  placing  it  on  the  new  bonds; 
but  it  would  be  satisfactory  if  in  the  meantime  it 
were  published  for  the  information  of  all  concerned. 

FRINGE. 

The  heat  in  Paris  has  been  so  intense  ihal  the  iliea'res 
have  been  descried.  The  hot  ivcather  has  been  highly 
unfavorable  lo  caitle,  and  the  distemper  is  making  fear- 
ful ravages  ninoiic  ihem. 

The  .Sud  of  Alarseilles  slates  from  Rome,  that  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  ihe  new  Pope  to  Count  Rusei,  ihe 
French  ambassador,  is  the  following  passage — "VVriie 
10  your  king  ihal  I  love  him— that  1  love  France— and 
ask  him  lo  show  the  same  kindness  lo  me  as  he  did  to 
my  predecessor." 

FRANCE  AND   AT.f5ERIA. 

Anoiher  battle,  in  which  the  French  lost  four,  and  ilieir 
enemy  Rfiy  killed,  had  taken  place. 

FRANCE  AND   T4HITA. 

Letters  from  Oceania,  brought  into  Brest  by  the  sloop 
Soiiime,  reached  Paris  on  Saturday.  The  following  says 
ihc  Constiiuiional  is  a  summary  of  ihe  most  important 
of  the  news  they  contain.  The  natives  of  the  isfand  of 
Wahine,  nnimaied  by  a  spirit  of  continued  opposition  to 
ihe  French,  have  murdered  an  American  piiot  in  the 
j  French  service.  An  expediiioe,  Ir.nd  been  sent  against 
ihe  island,  but  it  was  not  auended  wiih  the  expected 
succes,",  or  rather,  indeed,  met  with  a  defeat. 

AUSTRIA 

Hus  refused  to  acceiit  the  proposition  of  Sardinia  for 
a  reference  of  ihe  commercial  difference  lo  the  arbttra- 
1  lion  of  a  ihird  power. 

DENMARK. 

The  press.  The  king  of  Denmark  has  published  a 
decree  niiiigaiing  ihe  several  regulations  relative  lo  the 
press.  "The  penally  of  imprisonment,  intlicled  for  t ha 
publicrilion  of  poliiical  ariicles  in  journals  not  specially 
aiiihorlsed  to  treat  on  such  subjects,  is  replaced  by  a  fine, 
varying  according  to  circumstances,  from  20  lo  2'20  rix- 
bank  dollars. 

ICELAND. 

Earthquake.  Letters  from  Reikiavik  mention  that  the 
whole  suulhern  portion  of  Iceland  is  disiurbed  by  fre- 
quent shocks  of  earthquake;  which  the  inhabiianis  con- 
sider as  announcing  a  fresh  eruption  of  the  volcano  only 
gone  10  rest. 

RUSSIA. 

67.  Peltrsburg,  June  17.  Notwithstanding  the  re- 
cent success  of  ihe  Russian  arms,  ihe  Caucasians  are 
I  far  from  being  subdued.  A  new-  expedition  against  them 
13  resolved  upon,  and  it  is  said  ihat  the  Emperor  is  de- 
■  rniined  lo  make  a  war  of  exieiminaiion. 

The  prison  of  Warsaw  is  lo  be  enlarged,  the  number 
of  political  offenders  being  greatly  increased,  and  sliil 
increasing.  ,   r        i    i 

The  Empress  has  returned  from  Italy. 

It  is  said  in  a  letter  liom  Frankfort,  thai  at  Kowno 
.■severiil  shots  were  fired  at  a  carriage  in  which  it  was 
sui'iiosed  ilie  Enipeior  of  Russia  was  travelling.  The 
Enipcror,  however,  was  not  there;  an  aiJ-de-camp  of 
the  Grand  Duke  Michael  had  been  mistaken  for  him. 
No  one  was  injured,  although  eight  shots  entered  ihe 
carriage.  ,      ,  ., 

There  is  such  a  scarcity  of  seamen  for  Ihe  mercaniile 
navy  of  Russia,  that  ihe  Emperor  has  au'horised  the 
issuing  of  passports  lo  the  masiers  of  Russian  vessels, 
even  alil.ough  their  officers  and  crews  consist  of  two- 
thirds  foreigners. 

There  is  no  doubt,  ihat  in  consequence  ot  the  tree 
trade  movement  in  England,  some  extensive  niodifica- 
lions  are  to  be  mnde  in  our  tariffs. 


DISSOLKTIOK  OF  THE   ENGLISH    M1S16TRT— SIR    ROBERT 
peel's    EXPLANATIONS — THE    OREGON   TREATY. 

House  of  Commons,  Tuesday,  June  30lh. 
Sir  Robert  Piel,  at  half  past  5  o'clock,  entered  the 
house  amid  profound  silence  and  took  his  seat.  In  a 
few  moments  he  rose  and  spoke  as  follows;— Mr. 
Speaker,— Sir,  I  feel  it  to  be  myfluty  to  avail  myself 
of  the  earliest  opportunity  of  notifying  to  this  house, 
I  that,  in  consequence  of  the  position  of  her  majesty's 
government,  and,  especially,  in  consequence  of  Ihat 
vole  to  which  llic  house  came  on  Ihe  night  of  Thurs- 
day last,  by  which  they  refused  to  give  to  her  majes' 
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tj's  governraent  those  powers  which  they  ileemed 
necessary  for  the  repression  of  outrage  and  the  pro- 
lection  of  life  in  Ireland,  her  majesty's  servants  have 
felt  it  their  duly  to  lender  Iheir  resignations  to  a  gra- 
cious sovereign.  The  resolution  to  tender  that  re- 
signation was  the  unanimous  resolution  of  her  ma- 
jesty's servanti,  adopted  without  hesitation,  i^  *  * 
Sir,  I  do  hope  that  we  leave  the  foreign  relations  of 
this  country  in  a  satisfactory  state — Cloud  cheers) — 
that,  speaking  not  only  of  France,  but  speaking  of 
theolhergreat  powers  of  Europe,  there  is  confiidence 
in  the  intentions  of  this  country,  and  a  real  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  government  of  other  powers  to  co 
operate  with  us  in  the  maintenance  of  peace. — 
(Cheers.)  Sir,  it  is  that  mutual  confidence  in  the 
honor  and  intentions  of  public  men  which  most  fa- 
cilitates tlie  maintenance  of  peace. 

We  come  in  conflict  with  France  in  distant  parts 
of  the  world;  there  are  heated  partisans  naturally 
and  justly  jealous  or  the  honor  of  their  respective 
CDUMries;  quarrels,  small  in  themselves,  might  be 
magnified  by  the  spirit  of  jealousy,  and  a  too  nice  ri- 
valry about  national  honor  might  easily  be  fomented 
into  a  cause  of  war,  desolating  nations,  unless  the 
counsels  of  the  great  powers  were  presided  over  by 
those  who,  feeling  peace  to  be  the  true  interest  of  the 
civilized  world,  aie  determined  that  the  heated  pas- 
sions of  angry  partisans  shall  not  involve  their  res- 
pective countries  in  war.  (Loud  cheers.)  Sir,  if 
any  thing  could  have  induced  me  to  regret  a  decision 
on  the  part  of  the  house  prematurely  terminating 
the  existence  of  the  government,  it  would  have  been 
the  wish  that  we  should  hsye  survived  the  day  when 
intelligence    might   be  receiyed    from   the    United 


tween  the  territories  of  her  Britannic  majesty  and 
those  of  the  United  States  shall  be  continued  west- 
ward along  the  49th  parallel  of  north  latitude  to  the 
middle  of  the  oiiannel  which  separates  the  continent 


lilies,  having  a  discretionary  power  in  certain  cases, 
if  he  had  thought  this  ofl'er  would  have  been  likely 
to  prolong  negotiation,  or  diminish  the  chance  of  a 
successful  issue,  yet   wisely  thought  the  occurrence 


btales  (loud  cheers)  as  to  the  rpsult  of,  perhaps,  our  United  States,  it  being,  however,  always  understood 
last  attempt  to  adjust  those  difjerences  between  this  '  that  nothing  in  this  article  shall  be  construed  as  pre- 
counlry  and  the  United  States,  which,  unless  speedily  i  venting,  or  intended  to  prevent,  the  government  of 
terminated,  might  have  involved  us  m  war.  the  United  States  from  making  any  regulations  res- 

1  he   house   will  probably   re.cpllect  that  after  we  I  peeling  the  navigation  of  the  said  river  or  rivers   not 
had  offered  arbitration,  and  Ibal  offer  had  been  re   !  inconsistent  with  the  present  treaty."  ' 


from  Vancouver's  Island,  and  thence  southerly  of  Mexican  hostilities  with  Ihe  United  States  wag 
through  the  middle  of  Ihe  said  channel,  and  of  Fuca's  not  one  of  Ihe  cases  to  which  we  had  averted  and 
Straits,  to  the  PaciBc  ocean;  provided,  however,  that  I  therefore,  most  wisely  did  he  render  Ihis  offer  of 
the   navigation  of  Ihe  said  channel  and  straits,  south  '      "      --   -     ■   - 

of  Ihe  49lh  parallel  of  north  latitude,  remain  free 
and  open  to  both  ^larties." 

Those  who  remember  Ihe  local  conformation  of 
that  country  will  understand  that  we  proposed  the 
continuation  of  Ihe  49th  parallel  of  latitude  till  it 
strikes  Ihe  Straits  of  T'uca;  that  it  should  not  be  con- 
tinued across  Vancouver's  Island — thus  depriving  us 
of  any  part  of  Vancouver's  Island — but  leaving  us 
in  possession  of  the  whole  of  Vancouver's  Island. — 
Sir,  the  second  article  of  the  convention  we  sent  for 
the  acceptance  of  the  United  Stales  was  to  this  ef- 
fect—that, 

"From  Ihe  point  at  which  the  49th  parallel  of 
north  latitude  shall  be  found  to  intersect  the  great 
northern  branch  of  the  Columbia  river  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  said  branch  shall  be  free  and  open  to  the 
Hudson's  bay  company,  and  to  all  British  subjects 
trading  will,  the  same,  to  Ihe  point  where  Ihe  said 
branch  meets  the  main  stream  of  the  Columbia,  and 
thence  down  the  said  mainstream  to  Ihe  ocean,  with 
free  access  into  and  through  the  said  river  or  rivers, 
it  being  understood  that  all  the  usual  portages  along 
the  line  thus  described  shall  in  like  manner  be  free 
and  open.  In  navigating  Ihe  said  river  or  rivers, 
British  subjects,  with  their  goods  and  produce,  shall 
be    treated   on   the   same    footing  as  citizens  of  the 


peace  to  the  United  Stales  on  his  own  discretion, 
and  the  confidence  of  his  government.  Now  lei  me 
say,  and  lam  sure  this  house  will  think  it  to  the 
credit  of  my  noble  friend,  that  on  Ihe  occurrence  of 
these  hostilities  between  Mexico  and  Ihe  United 
Slates,  before  tve  were  aware  of  the  reception  which 
Ihis  offer  on  our  part  would  meet  wilh,  Ihe  first 
packet  that  sailed  tendered  to  the  United  Slates  Ihe 
offer  of  our  good  offices  for  Ihe  purpose  of  mediating 
between  them  and  the  Mexican  government.  (Loud 
cheers  )  Sir,  I  do  rejoice,  therefore,  that,  before 
surrendering  power  at  Ihe  feet  of  a  majority  of  Ihis 
house,  I  had  the  opportunity  of  giving  them  the  ofli- 
cial  assurance  that  every  cause  of  quarrel  wilh  that 
great  country  on  Ihe  other  side  of  Ihe  Atlantic  is  ter- 
minated before  we  retire  from  office.  (Loud  cheers.) 
Sir,  I  feel  that  I  have  now  executed  the  task  which 
my  public  duty  imposed  upon  nje.  I  trust  1  have 
said  nothing  which  can  by  possibility  lead  to  the  re- 
currence of  those  controversies  1  have  deprecated. 


jectcd,  the  president  of  the  Unjled  Slates  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  the  houses  of  congrpss  in  Ihatcounlry,  whici. 


Sir,  I  will  not  occupy   the  attention  of  the  house 


minalion   of  the   existing  convention,   by    giving   a  „ur   l-     ,        t       it 

£r  ho?.ile  charac""  "e  dedaraln  IharttiefrdvT-  ^^'  l^  o'r'e's1de"nl'"in,"'''"='  "^^  ^\S'  ,""'  ^"^ 
ed  the  notice  for  the  termination  of  Ihe  convenlion  "'  I'-lp  KZlt  t.  t  ,r  ""r  "Y  °"  ^y^'^T'^'^y 
to  be  given,  in  order  that  it  might  facilita-e  an  ami-  hod  '  ,h.  Hr.nth,  '"""""'"£  l"'  ^f  °P'"">"  °f  'hat 
cable  Adjustment  of  the  dispufe.  We  thought  the  of  Ihe  Orer„^oues.?or'u  h  h°? '^"' ''^*' f  "'f "!?' 
add.lionjf  these  words  by  Iho'e  high  authorities,  Ihe  your  lo?dTp's  rspatch  No  19^'of 't"he'"lth  "^f 
expression  of  a  hope  that  (hp  termination  of  the  cor,-    ^j"     to   Pr  "^'P^'-'^'^'   ^°-    19.  of  Ihe    I8th    of 

Tenlion  niight  the  inorp  strongly  impress  upon  the 
two  counlfies  the  necessity  of  amicable  adjustment — 
we  thought  those  expressions  removed  any  barrier  to 
a  renewal  by  ejlher  country  of  the  attempt  to  settle 
this  difference. 


We  did  not  hesitate,  ^|lprpfore,  wjlhin  two  day; 
after  the  receipt  of  that  iplelligence  of  a  wish  e^ 
pressed  by  the  houses  of  copgress  that  tflorts  might 
be  n.ade  for  the  peaceful  Iprminalion  of  these  dis- 
putes, although  the  ofler  of  arbitration  had  beet)  re- 
jected,— we  did  tiot  hesilste  to  do  that,  which,  in  the 
present  stale  of  the  dispute,  it  became  essential  to 
do, — not  to  propose  renewed  and  lengthy  negotia- 
tions, but  to  specify  lr;inkly  and  at  once  what  were 
the  terms  on  which  we  would  consent  to  a  parti- 
tion of  the  country  of  Ihe  Uregon.  Sir,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales,  1  must  say,  whatever 
might  haye  been  tlie  expressions  herelolure  used  by 
him,  and  however  strongly  he  might  have  been  per- 
wnally  coinspiited  to  th?  adoption  of  a  di(leieiil 
pourse,  wisely  and  patriotically  determined  i)t  once 
to  refer  our  proposals  to  Ihe  senale — that  aulhorily 
of  the  United  Stales  whose  coosenl  is  requisite  for 
the  termination  of  any  negotiation  of  this  kind;  and 


y   to  propose   for   the   acceptance  of  the  United 

aisles. 

"After  a  few  hours'  deliberation  on  each  of  the 
three  days,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Fridav,  the 
senale,  by  a  majority  of  38  votes  to  13,  adopted  yes- 
terday evening  a  resolulion  advising  the  president  to 
accept  itie  lerins  proposed  by  her  inajesly's  govern- 
ment. The  president  did  not  hesjlate  to  act  on  this 
advice,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  accordingly  sent  for  me 
this  morning,  and  informed  me  that  Ihe  conditions  of- 
fered by  her  majesty's  government  were  accepted 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  without  the 
addition  or  ^Iteration  of  ^  single  word. 

^       „         ,  "R-  PAKENHAM. 

"The  Right  IJon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.  T.,  &c." 
(Loud  and  continued  cheering.)     Thus,  sir,' these 
two  great  nations,  impelled,  1  believe,  by  the  public 


Sir,  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  that  I  should 
make  any  other  declarations  than  these  I  have  made. 
1  wish  to  draw  no  invidious  contrast;  1  wish  to  make 
no  unseemly  allusions;  but  1  cannot  surrender  power 
without  making  at  least  Ihis  observation— that  I  do 
hope,  during  the  five  years  for  which  power  has  been 
committed  to  our  hands,  neither  the  interests  nor  Ihe 

honor  of  this   country    have    been    compromised 

(Cheers.)  I  think  1  may  say  with  truth  that,  during 
thai  period,  the  burden  of  taxation  has  been  equal- 
ised, and  the  pressure,  which  was  unjust  and  severe 
has  been  removed  from  many  classes  of  her  majes-J 
ly's  subjects.  (Cheers.)  1  think  I  may  say  with 
truth,  that  many  reslriclions  upon  commerce  inju- 
riously affecting  Ihe  trade  of  this  country  have  been 
removed.  (Cheers.)  1  think  I  may  say  that  without 
at  all  interfering  with  legitimate  speculation,  with- 
out at  all  paralyzing  or  deranging  the  credit  of  the 
country,  slabilily  has  been  given  to  the  monetary 
system  of  this  country— (cheers)— through  Ihe  cor- 
dial support  which  again  (without  reference  to  party 
distinctions)  Ihe  measures  I  proposed  with  regard  to 
the  Dank  of  England,  the  joint  stock  banks,  and  the 
private  banks  of  Ihis  country,  received  in  the  year 
1S43.  (Cheers.)  Sir,  I  Irus't  also  that  Ihe  stability 
of  our  {ndign  empire  has  not  been  weakened  by  the 
policy  we  have  pursued— (cheers)— and  that  the 
glory  and  honor  of  ihe  British  arms,  both  by  sea  and 
land,  in  every  pi^rl  of  ihe  world  have  been  main- 
tained; not  through  oqr  exertions,  but  through  the 
devoted  gallantry  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  this 
country.  (Cheers.)  Sir,  although  there  have  been 
considerable  reductions,  great  reductions  made  in  the 
public  burdens,  yet  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  staling 
to  Ihe  house,  that  the  national  defences  of  this  coun- 
try have  been  irapioved  both  by  sea  and  land,  and 
that  Ihe  army  and  navy  are  in  a  most  effieienl  state. 
I  trust  !  may  also  congratulate  Ihe  house,  that  not-' 
withstanding  tlie  great  reductions  in  the  fiscal  bur- 
dens of  the  country,  our  finances  are  in  a  prosperous 
and  buoyant  slate;  and  that,  on  the  5th  of  July  ne;(l 
the  return  which  will  be  made  to  this  house  will  he' 
that,  notwithstanding  the  reduction  of  taxation,  the 
increased  consumption  of  articles  of  customs 'and 
excise  and  the  generql  prosperity  of  the  people  have 
supplied  the  vpid  which  might  otherwise  have  taken 
place.     (Cheers.)     Sir,   lastly,   I   think  I 


,  .  ,    ^    -.-  , j-.o^v,.     \v/iipcis.j     on,   lasiiy,   I   iniriK  1  may  say 

opinion,    w  Inch  ought  to  guide  and  influence  stales-  "'3'  without  any  harsh  enforcement  of  Ihe  law,  wiih- 

men,   have,   by  moderation-^by  the  spirit  of  mutual  ?"'  =>">  curtailment  either  of  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 

""■ """   --■•'--•   .       .r  .      .  .  j^,.j  or  Ihe   liberty   of  the   press,  speaking  of  Qrea| 


the  senate  again  acting  in  the  same  spirit,  has,  I  have 


the  hearircll  satisfaction  to  stale,  at  onge  adv 
adoption   of    Ihe    terms   we   ottered 


compromise,  averted  that  dreadful  calamity  of  a  war 
belween  two  nations  of  kindred  race  and  common 
language— (loud  cheers)  — the  breaking  out  of  which 
would  have  involved  Ihe  civilised  world  in  calami- 
ttes  to  an  e:5lent  it  is  dif^cult  to  foresee  (not  one 
year— probably  not  one  month  of  such  a  war,  but 
would   have   been    more  expensive  than  the    whole 


•A  the  I  lerritoiy   tl^l  had   called   it  fortl 


"t  rom  the  point  on  ihe  -(9th  parallel  of  north  lali- 
tude,  where  the  boundary  laid  down  in  cxistinctrea 
ties  arid  conventions  belween  Ureal  Urilam  and  the 
United  Slates  leriiiinates,  the  l,n»  of  boundary   be 


Britain,  there  h£|s  been  as  much  of  obedience  and 
submission  to  the  law  as  there  ever  was  al  any  period 
of  our  history.  (Cheers)  Nay,  I  will  say  more:  in 
consequence  of  Ihe  greater  command  of  Ihe  nepes- 
sqries  and  n?inor  K^urjes  of  life,  in  con.sequence 
loo,  of  confidence  in  the  administration  of  Ihe  law, 
there  has  been  more  of  contentment,  Icjs  of  seditious 


pv.„,=  .^"r'-^  Jfecnl^m   that  although  unexpected  ,    Cheers.)     There  has  been  a  coi7,binat,un  of  parties 

Zrtl  ^"ilT'"c'  "  '^'^"°' "'^'^''  ";  ""^  ^l-'Sl""'    "nd   that  combination,  and  Ihe  influe'nce  0    go  ern- 

^  r  'r  k..,  hnl    k,  '■""'•i.  (^'"?^"-^,  ,  -  '"^"•.   have   fed    to    their  ultimate  success;  liulThe 

i\lr.   1  ak.nham,  knowing  the  spirit  of  his  govern-    the  name  which  ought  to  be  associated  with  the  sue 

ment,  being  ^wufe  of  ll^e  pccurrence  of  these  hosli-  |eeas  of  those  measures,  ,s  tt,e  n^me  of  a  a.l«  «S^. 
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acting  as  1  believe  from  pure  and  disinleresled  mo- 
tives, has,  by  untiring  energy,  by  appeals  to  reason 
(loud  cheers)  enforced  their  necessity  with  an  elo- 
quence the  more  to  be  aiimired  because  it  was  uiiaf- 
fecled  and  unadorned  (cheers;)  the  name  which 
ought  to  be  associated  with  the  success  of  those  mea- 
sures Is  the  name  of  Richard  Cobden.  (Loud  and 
protracted  cheering.)  Sir,  1  now  close  the  address 
wliich  it  has  been  my  duty  to  make  to  the  house, 
thanking  them  sincerely  lor  the  favor  with  which 
they  have  listened  to  me  in  performing  this  last  act 
of  my  olRnial  career. 

Within  a  few  hours,  probably,  that  power  which  I 
have  held  for  the  period  of  five  years  will  be  surren- 
dered into  the  hands  of  another — without  repining — 
1  can  say  without  complaint — ivith  a  more  lively  re- 
collection of  the  support  and  confidence  I  have  re- 
ceived than  of  the  opposition  which  during  a  recent 
period  1  met  with.  (Clieers.)  1  shall  leave  office,  I 
fear,  with  a  name  severely  censuied  by  many  honor- 
able gentlemen,  who,  on  public  principle,  deeply  re- 
gret the  severence  of  parly  ties — who  deeply  regret 
that  severance,  not  from  any  interested  or  personal 
motives,  but  because  they  believe  fidelity  to  party 
engagements, — the  existence  and  maintenance  of  a 
great  parly, — to  constitute  a  powerful  instrument  of 
government;  1  shall  surrender  power  severely  cen- 
sured, I  fear  again,  by  many  honorable  gentlemen 
who,  from  no  interested  moiive  have  adhered  to  the 
principle  of  protection  as  important  to  the  welfare 
and  interests  of  the  country;  I  shall  leave  a  name 
execrated  liy  every  monopolist,  (loud  cheering  from 
the  opposition)  »ho,  from  less  honorable  motives, 
maintains  protection  for  his  own  individual  benefit, 
(continued  cheering,)  but  it  may  be  that  I  shall  leave 
a  naiuo  sometimes  remembered  with  cspressioiis  of 
good  will  in  those  places  which  are  tlie  abode  of 
men  whose  lot  it  is  to  labor,  and  to  earn  their  daily 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow — a  name  remem- 
bered with  expressions  of  good  will  when  they  shall 
recreate  their  exhausted  strength  with  abundant  and 
untaxed  food,  the  svieeter  because  it  is  no  longer  un- 
leavened by  a  sense  of  injustice.  (Loud  and  vocifer- 
ous cheering,  during  which  the  right  hon.  baronet  re- 
sumed bis  seat  ) 

LORD    PALMEKSTON's    SPEECH. 

After  Sir  K-obert  Peel  had  delivered  his  farewell 
cpeech,  Lord  I'almerston,  the  new  secretary  of  for- 
eign atl'jirs,  rose  in  his  seal,  and,  in  reference  to  the 
treaty,  delivered  himself  in  the  following  style: 

"1  should  have  been  sorry  indeed  to  have  allosved 
one  of  the  latter  topics  ol  the  right  hon.  baronet's 
speech  to  pass  unnoticed  without  an  expression  of 
cordial  approbation  on  my  part.  The  announcement 
he  then  made  will  be  received  with  satisfaction,  not 
only  by  all  honorable  members  of  this  house,  but 
even  in  the  remotest  corners  of  the  empire.  1  refer 
to  the  announcement  that  those  unfortunate  dilfer- 
ences  which  have  sprung  up  between  this  country 
and  the  United  Slates  have  been  brought  to  an  ami- 
cable adjustment.  U  would,  indeed,  be  the  greatest 
calamity  that  could  bel'al  the  civilized  world  if  two 
great  nations,  like  England  and  the  United  States, 
should  be  at  enmity  with  each  other — two  nations 
whose  interests  are  identical,  and  whose  people 
stand  in  the  relation  of  brothers.  1  am,  therefore, 
gbd  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  stating 
the  degree  of  satisfaction  I  experienced  when  listen- 
ing to  that  portion  of  the  right  hon.  baronet's  speech 
Which  touched  upon  the  Oregon  question." 

Ttie  London  Times  following  this  announcement 
of  the  conclusion  of  the  Oregon  treaty,  contains  the 
following  remarks  on  the  subject: 

Whatever  may  hereafter  be  said  of  the  precise 
terms  upon  which  the  Orego.i  controversy  has  been 
settled,  there  can  be  but  one  feeling  of  satisfaction 
throughout  the  (wo  great  nations  which  are  thus  re- 
Stored  to  amity  and  peace  at  the  termination  of  a  dis- 
pute which  had  threatened  to  sacrifice  some  of  the 
principal  interests  of  the  civilized  wuild  for  the  sake 
of  one  of  the  least  important  tracts  upon  the  surface 
oi  the  globe.  If  the  question  was  to  be  decided,  or 
even  argued,  as  one  of  strict  right,  we  have  fre- 
quently repeated  our  strong  conviction  that  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  vast  and  exclusive  claims  put  forward 
bv  Mr.  Polk  and  the  ultra-American  party,  the  para- 
mount claims  of  Great  Jjritain,  resting  upon  discov- 
ery, occupation,  and  treaties,  might  bo,  and  have  ac- 
tually been,  eijectually  advanced  and  maintained. — 
But  it  was  equally  clear,  in  a  controversy  which  in- 
volved so  much  obscuiity  and  so  direct  a  contradic- 
tion of  title,  supported  by  such  slender  political  in- 
terests on  either  side,  that  the  practical  solution  of 
the  difliculty  which  shcu'd  be  most  beneficial  to  both 
parties,  least  injurious  to  existing  interests,  and  most 
consistent  with  the  honor  and  character  of  civilized 
states,  would  be  the  best.  As  long  ago  as  the  3d  of 
January  of  this  year,  when  the  whole  negotiation 
was  suspended,  and  very  serious  and  not  unfounded 
apprehensions  as  (o  the  resitit  were  enlerljincd  in 


every  part  of  the  world,  we  expressed  a  clear  opin- 
ion to  this  effect, to  which  we  now  revert  with  a  na- 
tural satisfaction  in  the  accurate  fulfilment  of  the 
views  we  then  took.  'I'lie  maintenance  of  all  exist- 
ing rights  of  property,  which  have  been  created  un- 
der the  treaties  of  1790  and  1818;  the  use  of  the 
great  water  privilege  of  the  Columbia;  the  posses- 
sion of  the  whole  of  Vancouver's  Island,  and  of  the 
harbor  of  St.  Juan  de  Fuca,  which  is  in  reality  the 
only  safe  port  on  the  Oregon  coast,  were  Iho  condi- 
tions upon  wliieli  we  then  contended  that  the  49lh 
parallel  might  be  adopted  as  the  boundary;  and  it  is 
precisely  on  those  conditions  that  Mr.  Pakenham's 
treaty  has  been  negotiated. 

If  we  compare  these  terms  with  the  exaggerated 
and  unmeasured  language  repeatedly  used  by  .Mr. 
Folk,  and  with  "the  assertion,  in  the  most  solemn 
form,  of  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  whole 
territory,"  contained  in  Mr.  Buchanan's  despatch  of 
the  30lh  of  August  of  last  year,  we  shall  nut  be  sui- 
priscd  that  the  entire  credit  of  this  pacific  arrange- 
ment has  been  transferred  from  the  cabinet  of  Mr. 
Polk  to  the  sen.ite  of  the  United  States.  That  body 
has  felt  the  responsibility  of  its  executive  office.  It 
is  less  accessible  to  the  influences  of  popular  excite- 
ment and  of  personal  ambition  than  any  institution  of 
the  commonwealth;  and,  as  it  has  more  than  once 
done  before,  it  has  displayed  a  degree  of  statesman 
like  prudence  and  resolution  sutTicient  to  grasp  the 
true  interests  of  the  country,  and  correct  the  aberra- 
tions of  the  nominal  executive.  In  spile  of  the  de- 
clamation of  excited  partisans,  we  have  no  doubt 
that  the  decision  of  llie  senate  will  prove  highly  po- 
pular in  the  United  States.  The  people  were  anxious 
for  means  of  escaping  from  the  consequences  of  their 
own  folly,  and  the  Mexican  war  had  already  given 
them  some  slight  taste  of  burdens  and  embarrass- 
ments, which  would  have  been  increased  a  hundred 
fold  by  a  war  with  England. 

As  far  as  the  honor  and  interests  of  this  country 
are  concerned,  we  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  stipulations  of  this  treaty.  The  intere-ts  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  fully  protected  du- 
ring the  whole  term  of  their  charier,  with  an  ar- 
rangement for  indemnity  and  the  purchase  of  their 
establishment  situated  south  of  the  American  fron- 
tier, upon  the  expiration  of  the  rights  they  now  hold 
under  the  British  crown.  When  we  have  taken  care 
that  no  British  interest  is  sacrificed  or  impaired,  and 
no  British  possession  ceded  without  an  adequate  con- 
sideration, there  is  more  of  honor  and  true  policy  in 
a  government  which  can  afford  to  deal  with  ques- 
tions of  this  kind  in  a  liberal  and  magnanimous  spir- 
it, than  in  the  Iwggling  and  grasping  artifices  which 
commonly  overreach  themselves,  and  sacrifice  cha- 
racter, to  gain  what  is  of  infinitely  less  value  to  na- 
tions. The  district  of  Oregon  contains  a  vast  unin- 
habited and  uncultivated  territory,  and  two  points  of 
peculiar  inleiest  to  aiaritime  and  trading  nations, — 
the  river  Columbia  and  the  Straits  of  Fuca.  The 
territory  is  not  unequally  divided,  nor  is  it  of  much 
inipcrlance  what  the  division  of  the  soil  is.  Both  of 
the  other  points  we  share  equally  with  the  United 
Siates,  the  navigation  of  the  Columbia  being  per^ie- 
tually,  not  temporarily,  as  has  been  erroneously  as- 
serted by  the  American  prints,  secured  to  us;  and 
the  middle  of  the  Straits  of  Fuca  being  the  boundary 
line,  to  the  south  of  Fort  Langley  down  to  the  ocean. 

In  point  of  fact,  therefore,  no  cession  has  been 
made  ol  any  portion  of  the  Oregon  territory  which 
it  was  our  interest  or  our  duly  to  keep.  The  treaty 
is  what  every  compromise  must  be,  an  arrangement 
by  ^^  hich  each  party  submits  to  a  certain  amount  of 
diminution  in  its  claim  for  the  sake  of  securing  what 
it  holds,  and,  above  all,  for  the  sake  of  preserving 
the  sacred  interests  of  peace.  Upon  that  principle, 
and  in  that  cause,  if  England  has  made  any  sacri- 
fice, the  world,  which  knows  that  she  never  was 
more  able  to  exert  all  the  foices  of  her  wealth,  her 
armies,  and  her  fleets,  will  not  admit  that  such  a 
sacrifice  is  any  disparagement  to  her  fame  and  her 
power,  but  rather  an  additional  proof  of  her  sincere 
devotion  to  that  pacific  policy  which  she  regards  as 
more  conducive  to  her  present  and  future  greatness 
and  prosperity  than  the  numberless  trophies  of  her 
past  wars.  The  terms  upon  which  this  treaty  has 
been  negotiated  and  concluded  are  our  own.  They 
are  the  deliberate  proposal  of  the  British  govern- 
ment; and  it  speaks  well  for  the  spirit  of  the  Ameri- 
can government  and  the  American  senate,  that  no 
attempt  was  made  to  interpose  any  further  delay  in 
the  settlement  of  this  allair  by  endeavoring  to  obtain 
any  further  modification  of  thetn.  The  honest  and 
straightforward  character  of  the  transaction  was  ob- 
vious. England  ofiered  to  terminate  the  dispute  by 
a  liberal  compromise;  the  United  States  acceded  to 
the  oflisr,  though  it  was  below  •,iny  proposal  they  had 
before  entertained,  with  a  promptitude  which  does 
them  honor,  and  pays  the  highest  compliment  to  the 
governmetit  with  which  they  uere  dealing. 


It  is  needless  to  repeat  what  is  self-evident,  that  if 
ever  there  was  a  moment  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States  at  which  a  hostile,  or  even  on  adverse 
power,  might  have  pressed  its  claims,  with  the  ut- 
most certainly  of  success,  and  availed  itself  of  tho 
Mexican  war  to  plunge  the  Union  into  a  most  em- 
barrassing situation,  this  is  that  time.  We  have  dis- 
dained to  take  any  advantage  from  this  untoward 
concourse  of  events  ami,  deeply  as  we  regret  the 
Mexican  war,  and  tho  unjustifiable  policy  in  which 
it  originated,  the  misfortunes  of  Mexico  have  nothing 
in  common  with  the  policy  of  England,  and  these 
events  have  not  exercised  Ihe  slightest  influence  on 
our  pretensions.  We  trust  that  no  part  of  tho  Ame- 
rican community  will  so  egregiously  misinterpret  the 
conduct  of  the  British  government  with  reference  to 
the  Oregon  territory,  as  to  suppose,  that  in  our  soli- 
citude to  remove  that  stumbling  block,  we  are  dis- 
posed to  overlook  or  connive  at  the  excesses  of  an 
aggressive  and  rapacious  policy.  The  operations  of 
the  American  forces  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  on 
the  Pacific,  but  more  especially  upon  the  latter  sta- 
tion, will  be  watched  with  vigilance  by  this  country. 
The  rights  of  war  have  their  limits,  especially  when 
they  involve  consequences  of  the  deepest  importance 
to  all  neutral  maritime  nations;  and  after  the  signal 
proofs  England  has  given  of  her  desire  to  avoid  a 
rupture  with  the  United  .Stales,  for  any  unworthy 
cause,  we  trust  that  no  act  of  violence,  and  no  fresli 
schemes  of  aggrandisement  at  the  expense  of  any 
neighboring  stales,  will  impair  the  good  understand- 
ing now  happily  restored  between  the  two  greatest 
kindred  nations  of  the  earth. 
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EXECUTIVE    JOURNAL. 
APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE    PRESIDENT. 

By  and  icilh  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 

On   ilie  7ih  July,  under  the  aci  supplemental  to  an   act 

entitled  an  aci  providin;;  fur  the  exisiins  war  between 

the   Uiiiled  Slates  and  .Me.\ico,  approved  June  18th, 

To  be  Sni-gcuiis.  Wm.  Treviit,  of  Ohio;  Benjamin 
Stone,  of  Oliio;  Edward  B.  Price,  of  llhnoiB;  Jamea 
Mahan,  of  Illinois;  Robert  F.  Richardson,  of  Illinois; 
Wm.  M.  Quinn,  of  Illinoi.s  Seymour  Halsey,  of  Mis- 
sissippi: Paul  F.  Erie,  ol  Geori'ia. 

To  be  Assisliint  Surgeons  Robert  McNeal,  of  Ohio; 
P.  II.  Mnlvaney,  of  Ohio;  Wm.  B.  Ilcrrick,  of  Illinois; 
Daniel  Turney,  af  Illinois;  Washington  J-  flibbs,  of  Il- 
linois; Henry  Bragg,  of  Illinois;  John  Thompson,  of 
Mississi|ipi. 

On  ilie  Htli  July,  184G,  under  the  act  approved  Juna 
18ih,  i6i6. 

To  be  Surgeons.  Alexander  Hensley,  of  Kentucky; 
Thomas  L.  Caldwell,  of  Kentucky;  Robert  P.  Hum,  of 
Kentucky;  Caleb  V.  Jones,  of  Indiana;  Daniel  S.  Lane> 
of  Indiana;  Jacob  S.  Aihoie,  of  Indiana;  E.  K.  Cham- 
berlain, of  Ohio. 

To  be  Assistant  Surgeojis.  Alexander  Blonson,  of 
Kentucky,  John  J.  Manhews,  of  Kentucky;  James  B. 
Israel,  of  Kentucky;  Win.  Fisdick,  of  Indiana;  John 
F.  Walker,  of  Indiana;  John  G.  Dunn,  ol  Indiana;  A. 
E.  Keighway,  of  Ohio;  J.  J.  D.  lloxey,  of  Georgia. 

Jesse  B.  Clements,  marshal  of  the  United  Slates  for 
ihe  middle  district  of  Tennessee,  to  take  efi'ectfrom  (Jlh 
of  August,  vice  Benjamin  H.  Sheppard,  whose  commis- 
sion then  e.vpires. 

Daniel  Vaughan,  to  be  naval  ofHcer  for  the  district  of 
of  Portsmouth,  ^Jew  Ilainpshire,  vice  John  McClinlock 
removed. 

Ill  zekiah  Willard,  collector  of  customs  for  the  district 
of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  vice  Thos.  F.  Carpenter, 
who  declines  the  appointinerit. 

DIPl-OJSATIC    JOURNAL. 

Dijjtomulic  terms  The  Tribune  says — "We  notice 
that  all  the  officials,  in  speaking  of  the  Mexican  war, 
contend  that  it  is  to  be  carried  on  to  'conquer  peace' 
widi  Mexico.  Why  not  "own  the  corn,',  and  say,  to 
conquer  apiece  of  Mexico.'' 

Tlie  venerable  Pickle  Pickleby  says — "Read  your 
bible  Jabez,  study  ihe  laws  of  Moses,  and  don't  repeal 
any  of  'em;  mind  the  ten  commandments  tu,  and  the 
'levenih  likewise,  and  don't  sell  the  birihrijjhi  of  the  Yan- 
kee nation  for  a  mess  of  potash;  and  the  day  may  kuin 
when  ycm  will  be  a  minister  of  a  penitentiary  or  a  secre- 
tary c'l  negation.'" — .Si  Loitis  Reveille, 

The  president  has  recognised  Henrich  Wilhelin  Kuht- 
mann,  as  Consul  of  Hanover,  fur  the  port  of  Charleston, 
in  ilie  state  .of  South  Carolina. 

NAVAL     JOURNAl.. 

A  Board  of  JVnvat  Officirs  assembled  at  the  city  of 

Washington,   on   the   '21st  inst.,  conformably  lo  order 

from    the  navy   department.     The   following  members 

ailended,    viz: — Commodores    Charles   Stewart,  Jacob 

,  Jones,   Charles  Morris,  L-  Warrington,  John  Downes, 

i  Jesse  Wilkinson.  Thos,  ap.  C.  Jones,  Wni.  B.  Shubrick, 

Chas.   W.  Morgan,  Lawrence  Kearney,  F-  A.  Parker, 

Daniel  Turner,  M.   C.  Perry,  Joseph  Sniuli;  Captains 

G.  W.  Slorcr,  Isaac  McKeever,  Charles  S.  MeCauley, 

E.  A.  F.  Lavellette,  S-  H.  Siringham,  leaac  Mayo,  Sa» 

1  muel  L-  Breese. 
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■  The  Intelligercer  ol  the  23d,  after  mentioning  Jhe  at- 
tendance of  each  of  the  officers  named,  ados-  It  has 
been  reported,  and  generally  believed,  that  the  object  for 
■whirh  this  Ronr.l  has  been  convened  is  lo  debberate  ..n 
the  best  modeof  aliackins  n;id  capiunn?,  by  a  nnval 
force  the  Mexican  fortress  of  San  Ju^m  ile  Ulloa.  We 
understand,  however,  that  that  subject  has  not,  but 
other  matters  have  been  brought  before  this  boani,  du- 
rin"  the  two  days  that  it  has  sat.  Nor,  from  what  we 
heal-,  do  we  think  that  it  will  be."  , 

This  takes  iis  all  aback.     Even  conjecture  is  at  lauli. 

The  "Union"  of  the  23d,  says,  all  the  officers  sum- 
moned by  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  attend  the  board 
on  the  occasion,  werem  attendance  on  the  21st,  e.xcept 
Captain  Lavelletle,  who  is  supposed  to  be  on  his  way 
from  Memphis  to  attend  the  board.  The  ivventy  uHicers 
named  above,  in  full  uniform,  waited  upon  the  president, 
at  his  mansion,  on  Tuesday.  The  Uiiion  also  says- 
"The  nimorwhich  connectsthcm  with  the  castle  ot^^an 
Juan  d'Uiloa,  or  any  thing  else  connected  with  IVlexican 
hosiiliiies,  is  pure  fiction."  „.,,,,  u      ,i, 

G'df  sgimdron.  There  were  ofi  Vera  Cruz  when  the 
Brin-h  s.eamer  Clyde  left  there  on  the  6ih  nf  July,  the 
fritrales  Cumberland  50  guns,  Rantaji  50,  Potomac  oO; 
corvette  John  Adams  20  guns;  brig  Somen  10  ^iins; 
steamers  Mia^issipvi  8  guns,  Princelon  7  guns  Capt. 
Simmons  of  ihe  Clyde  reports  seeing  six  other  U.  b.  ves- 
sels of  war  off  the  harbor  as  he  came  out. 

The  British  squndron  there  consisted  of  the  steamer 
Vesuvius,  a  ship  of  50  euns,  another  steamer  and  a  brig. 
The  Vesuvius,  it  is  said,  was  going  to  Tavnpico  to  take 
on  board  specie  which  the  U.  S.  brig  St,  Marys,  block- 
ading  there,  had  refused  to  permit  the  British  mail  steam- 
ers tS  receive.  The  cap'ain  of  the  steamer  is  represent 
ed  as  avowing  his  intention  to  demand  an  explanation 
of  thecaptaiiTof  theSt.  Mary's.  . 

The  port  of  Alvarado  is  blockaded.  T  he  Mexicans 
have  all  kinds  of  stories  in  relation  to  the  attack  ol  the 
St.  Mary's  upon  Tampico.  They  have  aUo  a  rumor 
that  Cnmmodore  Conner  was  to  attack  the  castle  ott  Vera 
Cruz,  &c.,on  thelOih  of  July.  .     ,       „ 

The  British  sloop-of-war  liose  arrived  at  Brazos  San 
tiago  on  lhe9ih  inst.  Tampico,  and  the  U.  b.  schr.  Flirt 
arrived  there  on  the  Hih  from  the  same  port. 


THE  TARIFF. 


There  has  seldom  been  a  more  eventful  question 
pendino  befire  the  United  States  senate,  than  the  one 
which  has  this  week  principally  occupied  their  attention, 
and  which  is  known  to  very  equally  divide  that  body.— 
The  casting  vole  of  the  vice  president,  it  is  supposed, 
may  be  nquired  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  l.-iiff  of 
1S42  shall  be  abandoned,  and  a  tariff  subsiiluted  more 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, the  British  meixhants,  the  British  capitalists,  and 
the  British  manufacturers,  all  of  whom  are  known  to  be 
actively  engaged  throuoh  their  agents,  to  elTect  a  change 
so  vital  to  Ihern  and  so  fatal  to  our  nianulaoturing,  and 
through  them  to  all  the  other  interests  of  our  country,  as 
we  most  religiously  believe. 

The  question  at  issue,  has  been  before  the  p  opie  of 
this  country  so  long,  and  the  merits  nf  each  side  have 
been  so  fully  discussed,  that  it  seems  as  if  enough  had 
been  said,  and  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  a  decision 
of  ilie  question  And  so  we  should  say,  as  far  as  re- 
spects the  principle  in  question,— that  of  our  govern- 
ment maintaining  the  policy  of  frotecti.^b  our  own 
manulactures  and  manufacturers.  Upon  that  point, 
certainly,  the  two  great  political  parties  are  fairly  at  is- 
sue; and  whether  the  fiat  of  the  Baltimore  convention, 
now  recognized,  it  seems,  as  of  the  highest  authority  in 
this  country,  is  to  be  carried  out  to  this  extent,  is  on  the 
eve  of  being  ascertained.  The  speech  of  Mr.  Lewis^ 
in  the  t'lnled  States  senate,  which  will  be  found  in  this 
number,  it  is  supposed  will  be  the  only  one  that  will  bo 
delivered  on  the  bill,  on  that  side  o(  the  question,  the 
party  in  power  having  concluded  to  make  no  replies  to 
the  arguments  of  senators  that  oppose  the  bill.  There 
are  nrguments,  however,  introduced  during  debates  up- 
on other  questions,  which  we  flive  absiracia  of  also  in 
this  number,  in  which  the  subject  is  incidentally  iiitro 
duced. 

The  opposition  mem'.)prs  have  had  someihiiig  in  the 
form  of  a  co7n/>romtsc  of  the  tariff  bill,  under  advisemenli 
and  if  there  were  any  hopes  of  its  success  held  out  from 
members  who  are  known  to  be  averse  to  much  that  is 
included  in  the  new  tariff  bill,  they  would  move  it  as  a 
substitutej  but  unless  there  is  some  promise  of  its  euc- 
cees,  they  will  probably  refrain  from  a  fruitless  effort  to 
modify,  either  by  that,  or  any  motion  to  amend  the  bill 
which  has  been  passed  by  the  house. 

But  although  tne /jri'ricj/ja/ question,  that  of  prolec'ion, 
has  been  so  tnoroughly  discussed,  the  delnUi  of  the  new 
tariff  bill  certainly  have  not  been  sufficieiitly  discussed, 
nor  are  they  by  any  means  well  understood,  either  by 
the  members  of  congress,  now  about  to  pass  upon 
tlicm  in  gross,  nor  by  the  people  of  this  country.  In 
making  so  radical  an  nlteraiion  m  the  eriiire  policy  of 
Ihe  country  as  the  bill  is  calculated  lo  ellect,  it  is  lei  be 
lumemed  that  party  considerations  sliould  liave  so  far 
prevailed.  The  country,  we  fear,  will  suffer  exceeding 
ly,  in  consequence,  and  the  subject,  instead  of  being 
quieted  and  seiil.  d.  will  furnish  the  principal  question 
lor  renewed  pohticnl  strife. 

Tlie  parly  in  ascendency,  however,  seem  lo  liave 
slaked  every  thing  upon  ibeir  new  prcijecl,  and,  if  the 
bill  should  pass,  the  only  appeal  will  be  lo  the  people,  in 
comiiij;  elections. 

On  I'liursdny,  the  prinliiig  coinniiiteo  of  the  senate 
reported  aguinst  piiiiting  any  of  the  petitions  or  memo- 


rials  against  a  repeal  of  the  tariff.  A  keen  discussion 
occurred  as  to  the  disposition  of  a  number  of  addinonal 
memorials  from  the  "democrats"  of  Pennsylvaniu, 
asrainsl  a  repeal  of  the  tariff,  presented  by  Mr.  Cai^e- 
RON.  . 

Mr.  Sevier  said  there  was  a  sort  of  panic  here  every 
morning  about  the  tariff,  a  sort  of  funeral  dirge  of  those 
pensioners  at  taking  away  the  bounty  we  have  allowed 
them.  .  .  ,         ,  1 

Mr.  Speight  moved  to  lay  ihe  petitions  on  the  table,— 
lost,  ayes  21,  nays  35. 

Further  debate  ensued- 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  renewed  the  motion  lo  lav  the  memo- 
rials on  the  table.  The  vole  stood,  ayes  25,  nays  26,— 
Mr  Havwood  voting  with   the  friends  of  the  tariff  ol 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  printing  was  taken 
up,  and  disagreed  fo,— ayes  25,  nays  25,— the  vice  pre- 
sident voting  against  the  repurt,  decided  the  question.- 
The  memorials  were  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  debate  on  the  tariff  bill  was  then  resumed. 

Writing  in  reference  to  a  compromise  bill,  the  Wash 
inetoii  correspondent  of  the  Baliimore  Ammcan,  on  the 
23d  says:  '"The  compromise  measure  before  congress, 
or  rather  before  the  members  of  congress,  for  it  has  not 
yet  been  submitted,  is  now  the  subject  of  general  inves 
ligaiion  and  inquiry.  •  The  gentlemen  who  submitted  ii 
first  in  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  then  to  Mr.  Weesteii.  are 
from  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  New  England. — 
They  represent,  it  is  said,  all  ihe  great  brnnches  of  bu 
siness  interested  in  the  question,  and  it  is  furiher  said 
that  they  can  bear  the  reduceii  proleciion,  if  the  govern- 
mfrit  is  willing  to  reduce  the  revenue.  One  fourth  of 
the  duties  above  30  per  cent,  they  propofe  to  take  off. 

"The  government  will  largely  reditce  its  own  reve 
nues  by  this  measure,  but  the  reduction  will  be  small 
compared  with  Mr.  McKav's  bill,  which  the  more  that 
its  details  are  studied  the  more  odious  is  it  made  to  ap 
pear.  The  compromise  is  certainly  a  hundred  fold  bet- 
ter for  the  manufacturers  of  ihe  country  and  the  oovern- 
ment  than  llie  injurious  law  proposed  by  Mr.  McKay 
The  framere  of  this  new  measure  are  men  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  result,  and  their  business  will  he  seriously 
influenced  by  the  bill  which  has  passed  the  house  — 
They  are  most  earnest  in  favor  of  a  measure  which  wil 
save  them  from  ruin.  Members  of  congress  must  be 
callous  to  every  principle  of  justice,  to  every  feeling  i 
humainiy,  and  lost  to  all  patriotism  and  a  sense  of  pe 
sonal  shame  if  they  can  consent  to  destroy  a  measure  so 
important  as  the  law  of  1842,  without  inslituting  some 
measure  in  its  place  thai  shall  at  least  have  some  rega 
for  the  true  inieresis  of  the  eounlry.  .Mr.  McKay's  bill 
is  fruitful  of  mischief  and  mischief  only.  Congress 
however  may  prefer  this  to  any  half  way  policy  or  any^ 
thing  they  believe  to  be  of  that  character.'' 

The  domestic  toltcy  of  France  is  somewhat  in  con 
trast  with  that  which  is  about  to  become  our  own.  "W( 
shall  make  no  sacrifices  to  England,"  says  M.  Guizoi 
"our  max  m,"  he  continues,  *'is  aiir  own  industry,  ouj 
oivn  trade,  Jirst  and  above  all.     This  must  be  our  rule.' 

Democratic  Tariff  Meeti.vg.  We  learn  from  the 
Philadelphia  Inquirer  that  the  Democrats  of  the  ciiy  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  who  are  opposed  to  a  change  in 
the  exisiing  tariff,  assembkd  in  great  force  at  the  Chinese 
Museum,  on  Saturday  evening  last.  Thousands  were 
in  attendance,  and  the  proceedings  throughout  were  per- 
fectly harmonious.  The  lion.  Calvi.v  Blythe  was  call 
ed  upon  lo  preside,  and  was  assisted  by  a  number  of  vice 
presidents,  selected  from  the  first,  second,  third,  and 
fourth  congressional  districts. 

The  objects  of  ihe  meeting  were  explained  in  a  brief 
and  forcible  manner  by  the  chairman,  when  a  commit 
tee,  consistins  of  Messrs.  Whitaker,  Kiiisloe,  Kice, 
Rhodes,  and  Potts  were  appointed  to  draft  a  scriss  of  re- 
solutions. These  were  soon  reported  ihrongli  the  chair- 
man, W.  A.  Kinsloe,  Esq.,  and  unanimously  adopled. 
We  give  a  fevv  of  the  most  prominent! 

Resolved,  That  the  democratic  friends  of  the  tariff,  of 
ihe  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  make  to  the  senate 
of  the  United  Slates  iheir  solemn  protest  against  the 
McKay  bill,  which  has  recently  passed  the  house  of  re- 
piesintalives,  and  which  is  now  before  the  senate. 

Ite.wlved.  That  this  meeting  looks  with  amazement 
upon  the  folly  o(  this  second  attempt  lo  inflict  a  system 
of  low  duties  upon  our  country,  when  we  remember 
that  under  the  20  per  cent,  duly  we  were  unable  to  meet 
Ihe  annual  expenses  nf  government  by  about  56,000,000 
per  annum;  while  under  the  present'lariff  we  have  not 
only  been  able  to  defray  the  expenses  of  L'overnmeiit, 
but  have  in  ndd-liun  paid  off  about  5510,000,000  of  na- 
tional debt.  Even  the  English  themselves  have  ncknow. 
ledgttd  ihe  policy  of  our  having  a  judicious  tariff,  whicl 
is  rendiied  palpable  from  the  fact  that  when  we  had  a 
tariff'  of  20  per  cent,  not  a  dollar  could  be  borrowed  of 
ihinievenal  6  percent,  interest;  while  under  ihe  tariff 
of  '-12,  tiiey  have  been  begging  us  lo  accept  llicir  money 
at 'I  per  cenl. 

liesvlvtd,  That  we  prolest  against  the  present  tariff 
bill  before  ihc  senate,  because  it  assails  every  species  of 
industry  in  the  country,  and  bases  its  alleged  adv.int.nges 
on  the  increased  amount  of  lorrign  manufactured  articles 
lliut  it  is  supposed  it  will  bring  into  ihis  country— which 
increased  importation  can  have  no  other  rfluct  than  lo 
scud  our  niopey  abroad,  instead  of  purchasing  at  home 
from  our  own  working  people.  The  Mcl\a\  bill  strikes 
directly  at  the  prosperity  of  the  tailor— the  sliocninker- 
the  paper  maker — the  book  binder — the  ship  carpenter — 
the  weaver — the  spinner- the  printers  of  coiion— the 
iiatter- ihc  black  and  whilceiniihs-  -the  machiiiisl— the 


glass  blower,  and  a  host  of  other  occupations  too  tedious 
to  enumerate,  down  to  the  children  in  the  factories,  and 
even  to  the  unprotected  and  most  generally  widowed  or 
oareniless  seamstress,  who  laboia  incc-santly  f.ir  a  pit- 
ance  that  is  now  scarcely  sufficient  to  keep  body  and 
oul  together — nor  does  it  stop  hero  in  its  course  of  de- 
vastation. The  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  our 
ndustrious  fellow  ciiizens  engneed  in  our  coal  mines, 
our  furnaces,  forges,  rolling  mills,  foundries,  machine 
hops,  &,c.,  as  well  as  the  immense  body  of  other  per- 
sons engaged  in  transporting  our  coal,  iron,  and  other 
productions,  will  he  materially  injured,  thrown  out  of 
employment,  and  ihuf  the  ruin  will  extend  until  it  reach- 
es all  classes  and  conditions  of  our  ciiizens,  (except  pro- 
bably the  office  holders)  and  overwhelm  us  in  wretched- 
ness and  destitution. 

Resolved,  That  no  country  can  be  prosperous  or  happy 
that  has  not  every  branch  of  socieiy  fully  ensased  in 
some  useful  occupation — and  in  proportion  as  we  send 
abroad  to  foreign  countries  for  foreign  manufactures  we 
injure  our  own  factories — detract  from  the  industry  of 
our  own  looms,  and  impoverish  the  c  luntry. 

Resolved,  That  bypassing  the  tariff  bill  of  Mr.  McKay 
our  factories  will  be  stopped,  our  iron  works  closed,  and 
the  exporting  our  coal  to  cities  on  the  sea-t>oard  greatly 
reduced  if  not  absoiuteiy  suspended. 

The  Inquirer  adds:— "The  meeting  was  addressed  in 
the  course  of  the  evening,  ably  and  elonuenily,  by  the 
Hon.  J.  B.  Sutherland  and  W.  A.  Kiusloe.  Esq — 
The  demonstration  was  certainly  an  imposing  one;  but 
as  the  movement  was  exclusively  locoloco,  we  have  not 
deemed  it  necessary  to  enter  more  into  the  details." 


THE    WAR    WITH    MEXICO. 


There  are  sufficient  evidences  that  the  administration 
are  exerting  iheir  utmost  energies  fur  carrying  on  the 
war  against  Mexico  in  every  direction,  with  a  view  to 
insure  ils  termination  as  speedily  as  it  can  be  effected. 
The  expedition  aga'ust  Santa  Fe,  under  Col.  Kearney, 
has  started  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  a'e,  by  this 
date,  far  upon  their  route.  That  against  Northern  Ca- 
lifornia under  Gen.  Wool,  is  a'so  concenlrating  as  the 
several  detachments  wend  their  way  lo  the  west.  The 
light  and  flat  bottom  boats  to  enable  Gen.  Taylor  lo 
a-:cend  the  Rio  del  Norte,  are  at  lenaih  reaching  him, 
and  the  wagons  and  teams  ;o  enal)'e  fiim  to  move  from 
the  river  towards  the  imerior  of  Mesico,  will  no  doubt 
soon  be  on. 

In  the  meantime,  Ihe  Mexican  ports  on  the  gulf  are 
slricily  blockaded  by  the  American  squadron.  Tampi- 
co has  been  attacked.  Nothing  emers  Vera  Cruz  with- 
out being  overhauled  by  our  vessels,  which  keep  just 
out  of  gun  shot  from  the  castle  of  Si.  Juan  d'Uiloa.^ 
That  government  determined  that  an  attack  should  be 
made  upon  the  casile,  we  have  no  doubi.  It  was  found 
lo  be  too  formidable  for  our  present  squadron  in  the  gulf 
to  attempt  it.  We  judge  from  the  active  preparations 
which  are  said  lo  be  now  making  at  the  several  navy 
yards  for  fitting  out  all  the  heavy  line  ol  battle  ships, 
thai  the  navy  officers  which  have  been  summoned  to 
Washington  and  are  now  in  session  there,  are  occupied 
in  discussing  what  forces  arc  required,  and  what  dis, 
position  shall  be  made  of  ihe  forces  thai  can  be  com- 
manded for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  castle. 

The  squadron  in  ihe  Pacific  have  no  doubt,  by  this 
lime,  taken  possession  of  some  of  the  principal  Mexican 
ports  on  that  ocean. 

The  expedition  fitting  out  at  New  York  under  Col, 
Stevenson,  designed  to  reach  ihecoas!  of  California  by 
the  way  of  Cape  Horn,  will  be  on  iheir  voyaee  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  with  a  force  which  the  Mexicans 
will  be  unprepared  to  resist  in  that  direction. 

Thus  is  Mexico  already  invested  in  almost  every  as" 
sailable  direclion. 

Meantime,  Yucatan,  her  most  valuable  southern  pro- 
vince, has  declared  independence,  and  is  exempted 
from  American  assault. 

Reports  from  Cuba,  stale  that  Sania  Anna  and  Al- 
monte were  to  embark  from  thence  in  the  Enolish  mail 
sleainer  of  the  10th  inst.  for  Vera  Cruz,  with  ihe  inten- 
tion of  attempting  another  revolulion  in  Mexico.  Whe- 
th'T  Com.  Conner  will  permit  those  Mexicans  to  enter 
Mexico,  is  the  question.  It  is  confidently  asserted  thai 
Santa  Anna  goes  home  with  the  avowed  design  of  de- 
fending Mexico  from  tlie  invasion  of  the  United  Stales 
forces,  and  expects  the  rrvohition  to  mm  upon  his  ad- 
mitted energy  and  capacitj'  for  meeting  emergencies  — 
Almonte  we  all  know,  is  the  inveterate  opponent  of  the 
United  Stales' measures  against  Mexico.  Already  ihe 
western  provinces  of  Mexico  have  pronounced  against 
Paredes  and  in  favor  of  Sania  Anna. 

Whether  Paredes  has  ventured  lo  leave  the  capital, 
with  a  view  of  taking  command  of  the  army  opposed  la 
Gen.  Taylor,  is  doubtful.  He  could  hardly  do  .so,  with 
any  hope  of  retaining  the  supremacy.  The  nioineni  hp 
leads  his  ormy  and  adherenis  out  of  the  vicinity  of  the 
city  of  Mexico,  some  one  will  step  in  and  supercede  hint 
there. 

Fnmi  the  provinces  furiher  north,  we  have  indications 
of  an  attempt  to  stparatCifroni  Alexico  altogether,  and 
erect  a  republic  of  their  own, — that  is,  taking  a  lesson 
from  the  recent  history  of  Texas,  partizans  are  eollea- 
guing  with  a  view  of  treading  in  li.T  fooisU'ps,  It  is 
quite  possible  that  Col.  Kearney  and  Gen.  Wool  will,  on 
arrival  at  their  destinations,  find  the  couul.-y  under  ihe 
flog  of  ihe  "republic  of  California."  Tiiere  are  Ame- 
ricans (including  Alormons)  enough  on  the  road  to  set- 
lie  all  disputes.  Upon  the  whole,  Mexico  is  ceitaiiily  at 
this  monicni  rather  in  a  predicament. 
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It  ia  now  prcity  obvious  that  neiiher  England  or 
France  will  auveniure  a  quarrel  with  the  United  States 
in  behalf  ol  Mexico.  It  is  qui:e  likely  indeed,  Iroiii 
what  appears  in  the  British  journals,  that  the  canilaliats 
who  are  interested  in  Mexican  stocks  and  Mexican 
mines,  rather  inchnc  to  liie  nutioii,  that  their  best  chance 
lor  obrainino  tiieir  interest,  or  for  increasinti  the  value  ol 
their  invesiinents,  is  to  allow  the  United  Stales  to  be- 
come proprietors  of  the  provinces  for  the  sake  of  insur- 
ing the  existence  of  a  government,  and  of  tlie  safety  of 
property,  n-.-ither  of  winch  at  present  exists,  nor  seems 
fairly  to  be  promised  under  flitxican  ru!e. 

Some  eiiqniiies  liave  been  made  at  liuine  ineanthiie, 
as  to  the  iilinnate  views  ol  our  adinii'istraiinn,  as  to  the 
conquest  ol  Mexico,  as  to  the  acquisinon  of  how  much 
more  territory  south,  and  where  the  boundaries  of  the 
Union  are  to  be  slaked  down  next,  otter  tmshippini; 
them  from  ihe  Del  Norte.     The  Nueces  as  a  boundary, 

alreadv  forgotten. 

The  Englisli  steamer  Clyde,  arrived  at  Havana  on  the 
6ih  inst.  iiom  Tainpioo,  Vera  Cruz,  with  dates  from 
Tampico  to  2d  July,  Vera  Crnz  to  22d,  and  Mexico  city 
to  the  I9ih  June.  Dates  direct  from  Vera  Cruz  via  Ha- 
vana, are  to  tlie  SOtli  June,  and  fiom  Mex'co  to  ihe  2Sih, 
at  which  time  congress  was  still  in  session,  :ind  delibe- 
rating on  a  declaration  of  war- 
One  brigade  of  the  army  of  reserve  had  marclied  to 
the  aid  of  ilie  army  of  the  north.  The  remniniii!;  body 
of  reserve  would  remain  in  the  capital  till  the  arrival  of 
Gen.  bravo,  so  that  ine  forces  previously  announced  as 
having  collected  at  Monterey,  have  been  very  much 
overrated.  From  the  Castle  of  Peroie,  a  large  number 
ol  mounted  guns  and  ammunition,  had  been  sent  to  the 
defence  ol  the  city  of  Me.iico. 

Paredes  had  ordeied  the  formation  of  a  batialion  of 
iriliiia  to  be  or^janized,  and  two  squadrons  of  cavalry 
in  ihe  ciiv  of  Me.xico— and  every  eflort  is  making  to  in 
crease  the  tanks  of  ihe  army. 

VVc  have  had  from  various  directions,  assertions  ihat 
SantaAnna  and  Almonte  were  to  leave  Havana  lor 
Vera  Cruz,— tirsi  ii  was  said  they  were  to  leave  on  the 
6th,  the.i  on  the  lOih,  and  now  we  have  it  postponed  to 
the  12ih.  The  revolution  in  favor  ot  S.mta  Anna  has 
extended  to  all  the  cities  from  Acapulco  to  Mazailan, 
embracing  the  dipartiiienis  on  the  facific,  which  are 
now  in  arms  ngnmst  Paredes,  wjih  Ihe  exception  ol 
Oojaca  and  La  Puebla,  two  southern  departments  which 
remain  neutral, 

Santa  Anna  has  written  a  letter  of  condolence  to  Gen. 
Vega  and  his  fellow  prisoners,  which  is  copied  in  the 
Vera  Cruz  papers.  It  breathes  no  friendly  sentiment 
towards  Ihe  U.iited  States. 

Vera  Cruz  itself  has  been  almost  evacuated,  the  mer- 
clianis  reiiring  to  Jalapa  and  Orizaba,  with  their  pro- 
perty. 

Two  Mexican  steamers  were  at  Havana  on  the  Sth 
inst.,  with  no  one  on  board  but  ship-keepers. 

TUE  RIO  GKAXDE. 

There  has  been  a  succession  ol  gales  at  Brazos,  and 
in  ihe  gull, — many  vessels  wrecked. 

The  steamer  Potomac,  was  wrecked  about  six  miles 
from  the  pass  of  St.  Louis.  She  had  on  board  Captain 
Luniesdon's  junior  company, — all  saved, — steamer  a  to- 
tal loss;  cargo  damaged. 

The  schr.  Lavina,  wrecked, — her  crew  saved  by  the 
Fhrt. 

Juli/ 3d.  The  revenue  eut'ers  Woodbury.  Forward, 
and  Van  Buren,  with  a  large  fleet  ol  merchantmen  were 
outside  the  bar  at  Brazos,  waiting  to  be  taken  in. 

VValiier,  ihe  distinguished  Texan  ranger,  is  said  to 
have  declined  the  captaincy  of  the  U.  S.  mounted  rifle- 
men, to  which  he  had  been  appointed. 

Juli)26lh.  An  affray  between  two  Texan  mounted 
men,  in  camp,  resulted  in  il-.e  death  of  one  of  them  nam- 
ed Walker. 

Lieut.  Kin:r?bury  and  Pr.  Russell,  of  the  army,  arriv- 
ed at  New  Orleans  on  the  3J  inst.  in  the  Galveston. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

The  "Union,"  of  the  17th,  has  an  article  wrillen 
for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  there  has  been  no 
fault  in  the  department  in  relation  lo  furnishing  the 
army  on  Ihe  frontier  witli  requisite  inaterial  for 
Iransporlalion.  Certain  it  is,  as  the  article  says, 
"Some  complaints  have  been  made."  The  ediiorof 
the  Union  "undertakes  to  say  that  there  is  no  founda- 
tion" for  these  complainls,  having  called  at  the 
quartermaster's  oificc  that  day  lo  enquire,  and  be- 
come fully  satisfied,  by  personal  examination. 

Ttie  editor  of  the  Union  says— "We  shall  not 
enumerate  all  the  various  sources  of  supply,"  but 
**among  Ihe  letters  which  he  has  received  is  one  from 
Col.  Thomas  F.  Hunt,  from  New  Cleans,  July  4.— 
He  "reports  that  he  had  purchased  steamers  Undine, 
for  $13,000;  Trov,  ^G.OOU;  J.  E.  Roberts,  §9,000,  the 
13th  June;  the  Brownville,  for  §9,000,  the  Ijlh  June; 
steam  schooner  James  Cage,  for  §18,000,  on  the  iOlh; 
Hatchee  Ei^le,  the  Isl  July,  for  §5,000.  All  have 
been  despatched  lo  ihe  Rio  Grande  except  the  last 
— she  detained  for  repairs  deemed  necessary.  Undine 
and  James  Cage  have  been  coppered  and  otherwise 
repaired.  The  Cage  is  a  good  aeaboat,  and  suited 
for  lightering  vessels  at  sea,  &c.  The  Undine  sent 
temporarily  to  La  Baca.  Has  chartered  steamers 
Bg  Hatchee,  the  Warren,  the  Exchange,  and  the 
W.  A.  Mercer,  which  have  also  departed  for  Brazos 
Santiago-" 


Extract  of  a  teller  from   Ctipt.  John  Sanders,  the  officer  I 

nppoiii/cii  btj   General   Taylor  to  purchase  or  charier 

bonis,  dated  July  ii,  1846,  at  Pittsburg: 

"Advises   he    had    purchased    five    light    drauilil 

steamers  for  the  llio  Grande,  as  follows:    IVhitcrillc, 

the   Corvelle,  Rough  and  Ready.  Colonel  Cross,  and  Ihe 

Jilajor   Brown— U>l3\    cost   §00,000.     These   ate  all 

splendid  boJts  of  llieir  class." 

Exiraci  of  aletler  lo  Gen.  Jesup. 
j  (/(i/ufsfoii,  yiiiif  29,  1846. 

Ge.veral:  I  left  New  Orleans  in  Ihe  Alabama  the 
evening   of  the  lOlh;  she   had   supplies  for  Robin's 
Ferry.     These  were  landed  at  Galveston,  and  trans- 
portation at  once  provided  for  them  up  the  Trinity. 
Fortunately  the    waters  are  high,  and  it  is   probable 
they    will  get   up.     Ttie  [irice  of  freight  was  high, 
but  the  best  bargain  Ihe  means  of  the  place  adinilted 
1  was  made   by   Lienl.   Kingsbury,  with  my  approba- 
tion.    No  lime  was  lo  be  lost.  A  lew  days  later,  and 
the  river  would  have  been  impracticable." 
I      We  anchored  off  Brazos  Ihe  evening  of  the  24lh; 
I  wind  was  flrong  the  next  morning,  and  the  sea  high, 
j  slill  the  Monmouth   came  out  lo  us.     But  she  could 
!  receive  only    the   mail,  which  was  transferred  with 
I  much  difficulty  and  some  peril.     Towards  night  our 
I  anchor  gave  way,  and  ue  stood  oft'.    The  next  inorn- 
I  ing  early  we  were  back  again,  but  the  sea  was  high- 
I  er   than    ever.     The  day    before  about  twenty  sail 
I  were  at   anchor   outside,  (a  large   number   within, 
I  where  the  Harney   was  sunk.)     They  had  all  stood 
off,  excepting  two  square-rigged,  having   volunteers 
on  hoard,  Hhich  had  left  New  Orleans  two  days  be- 
fore us.     The  wind  continuing  violent  until  Ihe  eve- 
ning of  the  27th,   we   came   in    here  lo  recruit  our 
waier,  the  volunteers,   (about  300)   with  more  than 
fifty  passengers,  having  reduced  our  supply  too  low. 
Some  of  the  companies   had   also  gol  oul  of  provi- 
sions.    We   hope  lo  start  again  to-morrow  evening 
with  better  luck.     The  Alabama  is  a  lirsl  rate  boal. 
None  other  could  have  stood  Ihe  gales  she  has  out- 
lived.    This   month  has  been  unusually  stormy   it  is 
said. 

Very  respeclfully,  I  am,  general,  your  obedient 
servant,  HENRY  WHITING. 

General  Thos.  S.  Jescp, 

Quartermaster  General,  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington  city,  D.  C. 
The  above  are  the  exhibits  ol  the  Union,  in  proof 
that  no  fault  is  allribulable  to  Ihe  department,  at 
Washington,  if  the  army  under  General  Taylor  is 
unable  lo  move  for  want  of  material  for  transporta- 
tion. 

General  Taylor  defeated  the  Mexican  army  on  the 
9lh  of  May.  Upwards  ol  two  months  have  elapsed, 
and  his  army  is  not  yet  provided  with  the  means  ol 
moving  lo  dislodge  Iheni  from  the  first  position  they 
took  up  after  their  defeat.  The  oflicer  despatched 
by  General  Taylor  reports  lo  him  on  the  2J  July, 
that  he  has  just  then  purchased  at  Pittsburg  five  light 
draught  steamboats,  &c. 

ROUTE    FROM    MATAMOROS    TO    THE    INTERIOR    OF 
MEXICO. 

A  letter  from  F.  M.  Dimond,  U.  S.  Consul  at 
Vera  Cruz,  dated  Washington,  13th  July,  1846,  fur 
nishes  an  extract  from  a  communication  of  G.  T. 
Pell,  of  New  York,  giving  meuiorandae  from  his 
note  book,  kept  during  a  journey  from  Zacatecas, 
one  of  the  print  ipai  mining  districts  of  iVIexico,  lo 
Matamoros,  by  way  of  Saltillo  and  Monterey,  with  a 
wagon  heavily  laden  with  specie,  seven  mules  in  har- 
ness, and  abundant  relays.  They  travelled  from 
eight  lo  fourteen  leagues  per  day.  A  Spanish  league 
isQ|  miles.  He  represents  the  road  as  presenling  no 
serious  ailiicullies  for  wagons  or  heavy  artillery. — 
His  dislances  are 

Liagncs. 
Matamoros  lo  Guadalupe  (village)  3 

Guadalupe  to  El  Rancho  Nuevo  12 

El  RancliO  Nuevo  to  Rciiioza  (town)  U 

Reinoza  to  Los  Pucrtecilos  (rancho)  14 

Camargo  lies  four  leagues  from  this  last  rancho, 

but    the    nearest  road  luiiis  oil'  here  entering 

Ihe   road  from  Camargo  at  the  rancho  of  Los 

Calabezas,  gaining  about  4  leagues 
Los   PueitecUos  to  Las  Trancas,  by  Ihe  nearest 

road  8 

Las  Trancas  lo  Las  Aldamas  (rancho)  11 

Las  Aldamas  to  La  Manleca  (rancho)  8 

La  Manleca  lo  El  Capudero  (rancho)  1'2 

El  Capudero  to  Caiderelro  (town)  12 

Caiderelro  to  Monterey  10 

Monterey  lo  La  Rineonada  (hacienda)  10 

La  Rineonada  Sallillo  12 

121 

The   Spanish  league,  about  2i  miles,  makes  the  dis- 
tance 302  miles. 
From  .Matamoros  lo  Monterey  247     " 
From  Camargo  lo  Monterey  120    " 


"The  distance  through  the  Canada,  or  mountain 
defile,  from  Monterey  to  the  nearest  ont-kirts  of  Ihe 
plain  above,  is  fourteen  leagues.  O  i  Ihe  farther  side 
of  this  plain,  upon  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  stands  the 
city  of  Sallillo.  Within  the  pass  the  mountains  al 
times  approach  rather  near,  al  others  recede  perhaps 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  road,  which  winds  over 
bold  hills.  Towards  Monterey  the  inounlains  ap- 
proach more  closely,  and  a  stream  issues  from  Iha 
gorge  which  irrigates  the  beautiful  gardens  of  the 
weaither  inhabitants,  running  off  below  the  town, 
where  it  is  drawn  to  ferlilizo  the  litlle  patches  of  the 
Indians  flowing  round  and  about  their  mud  or  bam- 
boo huts,  watering  ihc  banana,  Ihe  orange,  the  pome- 
granate, the  aguacale,  chirimoya,  and  other  fruits 
and  vegetables  of  the  tropics,  which  these  poor  peo- 
ple carry  for  sale  on  donkies  lo  Sallillo,  which,  be- 
ing situated  on  Ihe  lofty  plains  of  the  table  land, 
only  produces  the  fruits  of  the  norlh— the  apple, 
pear,  quince,  and  apricot — with  their  corresponding 
vegetables.  1  trust  these  poor  people  will  not  be  mo- 
lesled;  for  neither  lo  Iheni,  nor  lo  large  clas-es  many 
grades  above  them,  are  to  be  attributed  the  inal- 
adniinistration  of  a  goveriimenl  in  vi'hich,  being  real- 
ly a  military  despotism,  ihey  have  no  more  share 
than  the  serls  of  Russia. 

I  am  certainly  not  a  little  surprised  at  so  great  a 
stress  being  laid  upon  Ihe  difliculties  for  troops  on  a 
march  through  Mexico  in  the  rainj  season.  An  erro- 
neous idea  has  crept  into  the  public  mind  that  during 
this  period  rain  falls  almost  constantly,  rendering 
the  roads  deep  and  impassable.  The  rainy  season 
commences  in  June,  with  showers  at  long  intervals, 
and  does  not  fairly  set  in  until  the  middle  and  some- 
times the  latter  part  of  July,  varying  from  one  year 
to  another  in  the  quantity  which  lalls  as  much  as 
happens  with  us  from  summer  to  summer.  1  have 
even  kiio»n  a  year  in  which  iliere  was  not  suflieient 
rain  lo  produce  the  slightest  sprig  of  grass,  causing 
the  loss  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  animals  on  the 
great  haciendas  in  rearing  them.  When  the  rains  are 
mosl  copious,  they  do  not  generally  begin  until  12  or 
1  o'clock,  dark  clouds  rising  rapidly  over  the  hea- 
vens, giving  sudden  and  plentiful  showers,  in  uiost 
instances  passing  aw.ay  early,  and  leaving  a  bright 
sunset  and  a  hue  morning. 

On  two  occasions  I  performed  a  journey  of  near 
400  leagues  over  the  great  mountain  ranges  of  the 
Cordillera,  through  which  flow  many  considerable 
streams,  to  Culiacan,  near  Ihe  Pacific,  during  un- 
usually wet  seasons,  without  having  in  a  single  in- 
stance been  caught  in  the  rain.  It  was  accomplish- 
ed by  rising  before  day  light,  and  arriving  at  the 
slopping  place  lor  the  night  before  the  ruin  began  to 
fall.  Water,  at  other  times,  very  scarce  in  cerlain 
localities,  was  louiid  every  where,  good  pasture 
abouniled,  and  the  air  was  cool;  the  great  heat  al- 
ways abating  when  the  periodical  rains  set  in. — 
There  was  exemption,  too,  from  dust;  nor  did  I 
find,  except  in  rare  instances,  that  the  roads  were 
heavy. 

I  can  easily  understand  how  gentlemen  acquainted 
mostly  with  the  neighborhood  of  the  city  of  Mexico, 
and  the  great  road  from  thence  lo  Guanajuato, 
through  wnat  is  called  the  bajio,  should  fall  into  this 
mistake.  No  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  valley  of 
Mexico  may  be  considered  a  lake  imperfectly  drain- 
ed, since,  al  a  foot  or  two  benealh  the  surface,  water 
is  encounleied  al  all  seasons.  The  valley  of  the  h'^Jio 
is  pretty  much  of  the  same  nature;  so  that  in  both 
instances  the  water  accumulates  upon  the  surface  du- 
ring the  rams,  and  renders  the  roads  through  these 
districts  at  times  almost  impassable  swamps  or  lakes. 
But  1  have  seen  notliiiig  like  this  elsewhere.  From 
'Jamargo  to  Monterey,  although  ihere  arc  intervals 
of  level  ground,  yet  lor  the  most  part  the  road  runa 
over  easy  hills,  and  1  cannot  believe  an  army  would 
meel  with  any  obstacle  of  importance — the  only  dif- 
ficulty being  the  passage  of  the  river  San  Juan, 
which  is  but  a  small  stream,  and  can  oppose  nothing 
insurmountable  if  the  troops  carry  any  provision  for 
such  an  emergency.  If  the  rains  do  not  prove  very 
heavy,  it  will  be  found  fordable,  as  1  passed  it  with- 
out detention  with  a  loaded  wagon." 

VOLUNTEERS. 

Want  of  discipline. — The  public  journals  from 
the  vicinity  or  routes  taken  by  the  volunteers,  bring 
to  us,  we  are  sorry  lo  say,  innumerable  proofs  of  the 
lack  of  discipline  and  the  prevalence  not  only  of  in- 
subordination, but  albo  of  disgraceful  rowdyism, 
amongst  Ihe  volunteers.  That  graceless  and  lawless 
spirits,  being  the  most  difficult  to  control,  join  Ihe 
ranks  and  carry  with  them  their  lawless  propensities, 
is  a  matter  of  course.  It  is  alaiost  impossible  to 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  incidents,  where 
such  men  "most  do  congregate,"  as  are  referred  10 
in  numerous  paragraphs  like  the  following: 

Camp  tl'ashinglon. — We  are  glad  to  learn  there  is 
a  prospect  of  one  or  tno  regiments  of  the  volunleers 
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gelling  off  this  week.  The  sooner  thej  are  removed 
the  belief.  A  flale  of  things  has  existed  at  the  camp 
for  the  last  few  days  wliich  is  higlily  disgraceful  to 
all  concerned.  On  Sunday  a  spirit  of  insubordination 
(aided  by  the  spirit  of  alcohol)  existed  which  no 
friend  of  law  and  order  desires  to  be  repeated.  The 
troops  had  been  paid  during  the  morning,  two 
months'  wages  in  advance,  and  there  appeared  to 
be  no  lack  of  moans  about  the  camp  whereby  they 
could  spend  their  money.  [Cin.  .flllas. 

We  are  sorry  to  note  a  riotous  and  rowdy  disposi- 
tion manifested  by  the  citizen  soldiery  volunteered 
into  service.  The  corps  at  Louisville  have  had  sev- 
eral rows  of  disgraceful  character,  in  which  knives, 
pistols,  and  other  southern  chivalries  were  put  in  re- 
quisition. Mr.  Marshall,  late  a  M.  C.  came  very 
rear  loosing  his  life  in  attempting  to  prevent  one  of 
these  outrages  upon  the  citizens.  [Ex.  paper. 

The  Louisville  Journal  of  June  29  says — "There 
was  another  disgraceful  row  between  some  of  the 
volunteers  and  citizens  about  dusk  last  evening,  on 
Green  street.  We  learn  that  a  man  named  Davis 
was  so  seriously  beaten  by  the  volunteers  that  his 
life  is  despaired  of.  The  police  were  promptly  on 
the  spot,  and  the  citizens  gathered  in  large  numliers, 
highly  incensed  at  the  volunteers.  Pierce  Builer. 
esq.,  and  Colonel  McKee  addressed  the  crowd,  after 
which  they  dispersed.  One  of  the  volunteers,  the 
principal  actor  in  the  scene,  was  put  in  jail." 

Pennsylvania  volunteers— Adj.  Gen  Pelrikin, 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  a  communication  to 
the  Pennsylvanian  says  that  "the  whole  number  of 
companies  tendering  exactly,  according  to  the  regu- 
lations of  the  president  of  the  United  Stales,  as 
transmitted  by  the  secretary  of  war  to  Gov.  Shiink, 
is  82,  giving  an  aggregate  of  6,437  officers  and  men, 
or  1,717  more  than  required  to  fill  up  the  regiments. 
To  this  add  the  two  Fayette  couniy  battalions,  (1,- 
000,)  and  the  aggregate  is  increased  to  2,717,  about 
500  more  than  the  gallant  Taylor  achieved  his  bril- 
liant victories  with.  The  number  of  informal  offi- 
cers would  swell  the  aggregate  to,  I  think,  some  10 
or  19,000.  The  offers  received  and  filled,  have  all 
been  made  in  good  faith  and  calm  deiibetation.  The 
officers  and  men,  composing  the  companies,  have  had 
full  time  to  reflect,  and  did  not  act  from  feverish  im- 
pulse, or  under  the  influence  of  a  fit,  or  fits,  of  pa- 
triotic delirium.  They  have  been  governed  by  cool, 
calm,  deliberate,  and  exalted  patriotism,  and,  if 
called  into  actual  service,  who  doubts  but  they  will 
exalt  the  glory  and  hunor  of  the  country  in  their 
most  devoted  love?" 

Philadelphia  city  and  county  furnish  27  compa- 
nies, numbering  all  told  ofiicers  and  men,  2,284,  or 
within  96  of  three  regiments,  but  wanting  3  compa- 
nies to  complete  3  regiments, — -10  companies  form- 
ing a  regiment.  This  day,  July  11  ih,  closes  the  re- 
ceipt of  tenders  of  services.  I  know  of  three  more 
companies,  whose  muster  rolls  have  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  proper  officers,  but  have  not  yet 
reached  the  adjutant  generals  office,  at  this  place. 

Later. — The  adjutant  general  of  the  Pennsylvania 
militia  stales,  officially,  "that,  instead  of  six  regi- 
ments, ninety  full  companies,  a  number  sufficient  to 
constitute  nine  regiraenls  regularly  organized  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  presi- 
dent, hare  tendered  their  services  as  volunteers  for 
Mexico."  This  fact  has  been  communicated  to  the 
president,  further  orders  from  whom  are  awaited  by 
Got.  Shunk. 

Ohio  volunteers. — The  3d  regiment  of  volunteers 
from  Ohio  reached  N.  Orleans  on  the  10th  insl. 

The  Baltimore  volunteers. — DealUs. — Robert 
Beacham,  a  private  in  Capt.  Piper's  company,  died 
on  the  passage  to  Brassos;  Richard  Belt,  a  private  of 
Capt.  Kenly's  company,  was  drowned  on  the  pas- 
sage; - —  Cole,  a  private  of  Capt.  Stewarts  compa- 
ny, was  sun  struck  on  the  passage,  and  as  the  ship 
came  to  anchor.  They  were  all  buried  with  milita- 
ry honors. 

volunteer  brigaiher  generals. 

Brigadier  gen.  Thomas  Marshall,  recently  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  Kentucky  volunteers,  is  not 
Thomas  F.  Marshall,  late  a  member  of  congress.  A 
Kentucky  paper  says: 

"(icn.  MarahiUl. — Thomas  Marshall,  of  Lewis  co., 
Ky.,  lately  appointed  brigadier  general  of  the  U.  S. 
volunteers,  was  a  volunteer  in  a  ccnipany  raised  in 
Mason  county.  He  did  not  succeed  in  being  elected 
captain,  and  was  chnscn  lieutenant,  that  being  in  the 
opinion  of  his  ItUow  volunteers,  as  high  as  he  oiighl 
to  be.  This  company,  we  understand,  wua  not  re 
coived,  and  a  regiuienl  was  loimed  ol  that  and  other 


companies  in  like  situation,  and  he  was  chosen  to  |  sheriff,  to  his  excellency,  informing  him  that  a  corn- 
command  a  battalion.  Col.  Clarkson  and  himself  I  panv  was  organized,  willi  the  names  of  the  officers, 
were  despatched  to  Washington  to  induce  the  presi-  which  return  was  by  the  said  sheriff  on  the  9lh  day 
dent  to  accept  the  regiment.  The  president  receiv- !  of  June,  1846,  delivered  into  the  state  department 
ed  them  kindly,  and  with  fair  words  at  llie  White  |  about  noon;  and  W.  B  Fondy,  the  then  acting  gover- 
liousc,  but  the  troops  were  )io(re«it'C(/ 1)1(0  (/leso'i'ice.  I  nor  at  .Spiingficid,  returned  by  said  sheriff,  an  an- 
Clarkson  returned  home,  leaving  .Marsliall  behind. —  j  swer  in  v\Tiliiig  to  Wm.  B.  Archer,  the  captain  of 
He  secured  a  brigadier's  commission  for  himself. —  I  said  company,  accepting  the  company  and  saying — 
We  understand  that  Colonel  Clarkson  has  since  been    "that  upon    the   return  of  the  governor,    from   St 


appointed  paymaster  general,  but  whether  through 
the  instrumentality  of  Marshall  or  not,  we  know 
not. 


Louis,  he  would  be  directed  as  to  the  lime  and  place 
of  rendezvous."  Said  company  being  the  27lh  on 
the  list  in  the  state  deparlment — as  the  sheriff  was 
informed  hy  acting  governor,  Fondy,  and  appears 
by  a  list  ol  the  companies  published  in  the  Slate  Re- 
gister of  June  ]2th.  And  said  Thomas  Ford,  under 
his  own  signature,  having  published  in  the  ftlissouri 
an  a  lelter  or  order  "for  the  informatioaof 
,.      .,,  u       .     1       I     11  .u      .   ■     I  the  Illinois  volunteers,"  dated  June  lllh,   1846,  sel- 

savs:  'It  wi     cause  a  hearty    augh  a     over  the  slate.    ,.       ,     ,,       i-  ,     r  it„  •  -     j    -        u-.^w 

..■',     ,,  ,.        ir,       u  J    ..I,  -J        f  I,       ting  forth  a  list  ol  the  companies  received,  iii  which 

Why  Hamer  himscf  laughed  at  the  mere  idea  of  be-    ,.  ^  .it  c  r    ™ 

.      •',     .    ,  ,     ,1  J     r  r  ,1     nu-  •       isl  among  others,   he  specifies  one  company   from 

mf' eccted  to  the  command  of  one  of  the  Ohio  reel-    ''      ,        "    ,      „i'    -„    i-        -j  i  ,,  "^   jl_  „-ih 

"  ,     .  r  ,u    r    •  it,  •  I.    ■        .-     I    J     .-r   .      Carke  county,  closing  his  said   etler  or  order  with 

enis,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  is  entire  y  destiute    X      r  "      ■  ~    o„.,i„„„        i.-rv,  „       -       .u™ 

.'.  .  ■      ,  ^       .     ,        the    fo  lowing    sentence: — "Ihe    companies   abova 


Brigadier   gen.  IIamer. — The  Cincinnati  G:izelle 
says: — "The  appointment  of  Thomas  L    IIamer,  of 
Ohio,   to   be    brigadier   general   of  the   volunteers, 
slumps  the  editor  of  the  Ohio  Slate  Journal — he  has    ""  "',  , 
scarcely  credulity  enough  to  believe  the  report.    He  '  '^'P". 

js:    '        ""■ 

i'hy 


of  military  experience,  even  in  the  peace  service 
If  they  wanted  speeches  made,  he  said  he  was  the 
man;  but  as  to  commanding  a  regiment  that  was  out 
of  the  question!  If  such  an  appointment  has  really 
been  made,  Ohio  will  give  up  that  Mr.  Polk  is  the 
master  military  genius  of  the  age.'  We  do  not  know 
how  it  may  be  with  the  Ohio  brigadier  general,  but 
He  venture  to  say  that  lie  can  scarcely  be  less  igno- 
rant of  military  matters  than  General  [!!]  Shields,  of 
Illinois.  He  may  be  able  to  discuss  a  "hasty  plate 
of  soup,"  as  witty  editors  phrase  it,  but  as  for  any 
other  portion  of  Gen.  Scott's  system  of  tactics,  he  is 
as  completely  at  fault  as  Ihe  most  ignorant  militia 
captains  of  the  Sucker  stale.  The  thing  is  absolutely 
ridiculous,  and  we  shall  be  deceived  in  ,'udgc — stop. 
General — Shields,  if  he  does  not  send  back  his  de- 
clension of  the  commission  as  fast  as  the  mail  can 
carry  it." 

The  Ohio  Slate  Jovrnal  enumerates  the  names  of 
eight  or  ten  persons  appointed  as  assistant  quarter- 
master and  assistant  commissaries  in  that  slate,  and 
says  "they  are  all  bitter  partizans,  whose  only  merit 
is  that  they  are  partizans."  It  adds  that  "the  war 
department  sent  a  request  to  Gov.  Bartley  and  Gen. 
Woll,  to  recommend  suitable  persons  for  these  posts, 
and  we  learn  that  »ic/l  a  swgle  individual  recommended 
by  either  nf  them  has  been  appointed  from  this  stale." — 
Of  course,  it  was  not  expected  that  they  would  be, 
—  the  members  of  congress,  as  in  the  case  of  Illinois, 
parcelled  out  the  spoils  to  suit  themselves. 

New  Hampshire  volunteers— Gen.  James  Wil- 
son, of  Keene,  has  been  commissioned  lieutenant 
colonel  of  the  New  Hampshire  volunteers. 

[.Vassau   Telegraph. 

Gov.  Ford,  of  Illinois,  and  the  Clark  county 
volunteers. — At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Clark 
county.  111.,  held  at  the  court  house  in  Marshall,  on 
the  61  h  day  of  July,  1846,  James  Whillock  was  cho- 
sen president,  and  R.  M.  Newport  and  Stephen  Ar- 
cher vice  presidents:  T.  R  Young  and  R.  L.  Dula- 
ney  secretaries.  The  ohject  of  the  meeting  was  ex- 
plained by  the  president,  a  commiltee  appointed  to 
report  a  preamble  and  resolutions,  expressive  of  Ihe 


named   may  expect   to  recei'e   marching  orders  in 
the  course  of  the  next  week." 

The  volunlecrs  in  this  county,  relying  on  the  in- 
tf  grily  of  the  said  Thomas  Ford,  as  expressed  in  his 
"general  orders"  in  the  reception  of  the  company  by 
acting  Governor  Fondy  and  in  said  Ford's  letter  or 
order  published  in  the  Missouri  Republican,  pro- 
ceeded to  equip  themselves  in  compliance  with  the  , 
various  recommendations  of  the  said  Ford;  thereby 
involving  themselves  and  friends  in  an  expense  of 
nearly  one  thousand  dollars,  and  being  fully  ready 
for  service — and  relying  upon  the  above  assurances, 
so  strong  that  no  one  but  the  mostinduraled  offender 
could  avoid — at  noon,  on  Ihe  21st  day  of  June,  took 
up  the  line  of  march  lor  Alton,  and  arriving  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous  on  the  morning  of  the  26th, 
marching  a  dislance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
in  four  and  a  half  days,  and  upon  reporting  them- 
selves to  the  inspecting  officer,  they  were  politely 
met  with  the  "si)ccial  plen''  of  "You  have  received  no 
marching  orders."  Ford  was  then  wailed  on  by 
Captain  Archer,  and  informed  of  the  arrival  of  his 
company,  to  which  Gov.  Ford  replied  (among  other 
ihings)  "that  lie  had  sent,  on  the  17th  of  June,  or- 
ders to  Capt.  Archer  not  to  march,"  which  orders 
have  not  to  this  time  reached  our  post  office;  and  we 
are  fully  of  the  belief  that  the  governor  committed 
a  slight  mistake  in  this  statement.  The  governor, 
then,  instead  of  adhering  to  his  truly  made  orders, 
took  two  days'  time  to  hunt  an  excuse  to  reject  the 
company;  and  alter  failing  to  find,  either  in  his  own 
or  in  the  brain  of  any  of  his  drivelling  privates,  even 
a  plausible  reason,  he  could  only  answer — "he  had 
done  tcrong,"  but  utterly  refused  to  correct  that 
wrong,  aud  rejected  the  company.  Therefore,  be  it 
Resolved,  1st,  Thai  his  excellency  Thomas  Ford, 
by  his  treacherous  conduct,  as  in  this  preamble  set 
forth,  and  by  his  pandering  to  the  unscrupulous  am- 
bition of  a  band  of  demagogues  to  aggrandize  them- 
selves, and  himself,  at  the  expense  of  the  honest 
yeomanry  of  the  country,  merits  the  censure  of  the 
entire  people  of  Ihe  state  of  Illinois,  and  the  repro- 
bation of  this  county  in  particular. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  shall  hold  ourselves  ready  at 

all  times  to  answer  any  call  that  may  be  made  upon 

ense  of  ihis  meeting,  in   regard   to  the   conduct  of  i  us  to  defend  our  country's  honor,  either  in  tne  field 


Thomas  Ford,  governor  of  this  state,  in  his  wanton 
rejection  of  the  company  of  volunteers  who  had  en- 
rolled themselves  under  Captain  Wm.  B.  Archer,  in 
pursuance  of  Ihe  general  orders  for  volunteers  of  said 
Thomas  Ford,  as  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia 
of  Illinois,  under  date,  Springfield,  May  25lh,  184G. 
IJuringlhe  absence  of  the  committee,  speeches  were 
made  by  U.  Manly,  W.  P.  Bcnnet,  R.  U.  McCowen, 
esqrs,;  and  Rev.  R.  M.  Newjiort.  The  committee 
reported  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted  by  aeclamation: 

Whereas,  Thomas  Ford,  governor  of  the  stale  of 
Illinois,  (in  pursuance  of  a  requisition  from  the  sec- 
retary  ol  war  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  calling 
out  three  regiments  of  infantry  in  this  state,)  as  com- 
mander in  chief  of  ihe  militia  of  this  state,  issued  his 
•general  orders,'  bearing  dale  May  25lh,  1846,  com- 
manding all  majors  and  brigadier  generals,  &c.;  and 
in  case  there  was  no  military  organization,  then  all 
the  sheriHs  to  call  the  militia  together  "tii  Minssf," 
and  enrol  volunteers  for  the  service  and  having  sta- 
ted in  said  orders  that  i(  moie  than  thirty  companies 
with  their  proper  complement  of  officers  should  be 
reported,  he  should  be  compelled  to  receive  such  full 
companies  as  first  otlered  their  services.  And  the 
sheriff  of  Clark  county,  on  the  5lh  day  of  June,  1846, 
having  (in  obedience  to  said  orders)  called  the  mili- 
tia ol  said  county  together  at  Marshall,  at  which 
time  a  lull  company  of  eighty  privates  and  the  pro. 
per  complement  ol  oflicers,  enrolled  themselves; 
and  tlie  said  sherifl  was  despatched  as  a  special  mcs- 
licnger  to  ilie  governor,  with  the  return  of  the  said 


of  battle,  or  wherever  our  country  may  require  us: 
but  we  are  determined  to  answer  no  mure  tails  from 
Thomas  Ford,  unless  an  order  which  he  may  issue 
shall  come  to  us  endorsed  by  some  person  whose  in- 
legrily  is  unimpeachable,  that  his  promises  will  be 
complied  with,  both  in  their  letter  and  spirit. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  disapprove  of  the  conduct  of 
all  those  men  who  have  forsaken  office  at  Washing- 
ton city  (particularly  without  resigning  their  stations 
and  releasing  Ihe  emolumenis)  and  come  here,  rfiy 
modestly,  to  accept  the  important  "field  offices"  in  the 
volunteer  army. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  be  signed,  &c., 
and  that  Ihe  editors  of  the  Missouri  Republican, 
Union,  Louisville  Journal,  Slate  Register,  and  all 
other  journals  friendly  to  truth  and  justice,  be  re- 
quested to  publish  the  same. 

James  Willock,pcsirfcn(; 

R.  M.  Newport,  Stephen  Archer,  vice  presidents; 

U.  L.  Dulaney,  T.  R.  Young,  secretaries. 

Relief  of  the  families  of  Ihe  Dciimkfis.— When  Ihe 
St.  Louis  Legion  was  about  to  leave  for  the  south,  a 
meeting  of  citizens  was  held  at  the  court  house,  at 
which  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  committees  ap- 
pointed, to  raise  the  means  necessary  to  provide  sub- 
sistence for  the  families  of  such  volunteers  as  were 
compelled  to  leave  them  unprovided  for.  Each 
company  was  requested  to  furnish  a  list  of  those  re- 
quiring aid,  and  it  was  done.  Since  the  fever  for 
volunteering  lor  that  service  has  pasted  away,  the 
committee,  or  at  ka:>t  a  portion  ot  them,  appear  to 
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have  lost  all  interest  in  the  subject,  and,  with  but  |  Mormons,  niih  whom  were  the  Tiotlve,  had  a  train 
few  exception";,  have  taken  no  measures  to  provide  [  of  one  thousand  wajons,  and  were  encamped  on  the 
the  destitute  with  the  means  of  IrvinR.  On  Monday  '  east  bank  of  the  Mi-sonri  river,  in  U\c  neigliborhood 
night  last,  a  meeting  of  llie  committee  was  to  be  of  llie  Council  BluflTs.  They  were  employed  in  Ihe 
held  at  the  court  house,  but  we  learn  that  only  three  construction  of  boats,  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  the 
or  four  were  present.  river. 

Tlie  public  are  certainly  not  aware  of  the  desti-  The  second  company  had  encamped  temporarily 
tute  condition  of  the  wives  and  families  of  several  at  station  No.  2— which  had  been  christened  .Mount 
volunteers,  or  they  would  not  be  guilty  of  this  inat-  1  Pisgah.  They  mustered  about  Ihrec  thousand  strong. 
lention.  We  have  satisfactory  information  that  there  and  were  recrniling  their  cattle  preparatory  to  a 
are  several  women,  some  with  a  number  of  children,  \  fresh  start.  A  third  company  had  halted  for  a  simi- 
who  are  really  m  necessitous  circumstances.  They  ]  lar  purpose  at  tJarden  Grove,  on  the  head  waters  of 
are  industrious  and  hard  working,  but  their  own  la  j  Grand  river,  where  they  have  put  in  about  3,000 
bor  is  not  sufficient  to  pay  house  rent,  and  provide  acres  of  corn  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  in  general, 
other  necessaries  for  their  families.  They  do  njt ;  Between  Garden  Grove  and  the  Mississippi  river, 
ask  or  expect  much,  but  the  little  that  was  promised  Mr.  Chamberlain  counted  over  one  thousand  wagons 
when  their  hu^band5  left,  should  be  made  up  for  cii  roue  to  join  the  main  bodies  in  advance. 
them  immediately.  We  have  heard  of  several  fam-  '  The  whole  number  of  teams  attached  to  the  Mor- 
ilies  who,  with  all  the  labor  and  saving  of  the  mo-  1  mon  expedition  is  about  three  thousand  seven  hun- 
Ihers,  have  yet  been  a  lax  on  the  liberality  of  a  few  dred,  and  it  is  esti  viated  that  each  team  will  average 
individuals.  This  slate  of  things  ought  not  to  exist.  !  at  least  three  persons,  and  perhaps  four.  The  whole 
A  few  hundred  dollars  which  might  be  raised  in  a  '  number  of  souls  now  on  the  road  may  be  set  down 
single  day,  in  this  community,  judiciously  applied  in  I  in  round  numbers  at  twelve  thousand.  From  two 
paying  rent,  or  providing  other  absolute  necessaries,  to  three  tliouiand  have  disappeared  from  Nauvoo  in 
would  make  these  families  happy,  and  place  them  '  various  directions.  Many  have  left  for  Council 
beyond   want,   until    their  protectors   return.     The    BUitTs   by   the   way  of  the   Mississippi  and  Missouri 


rivers — others  have  dispersed  to  parts  unknown;  and 
about  eight  hundred  or  less  still  remain  in  Illinois. — 
This  eompriscs  the  entire  Mormon  population  that 
once  flourished  in  Hancock  county.  In  their  palmy 
days  they  probably  numbered  between  fifteen  and 
sixteen  thousand  souls,  most  of  whom  are  now  scat- 
tered upon  the  prairies,  bound  for  the  Pacific  slope 
of  the  American  continent. 

Mr.  Chamberlain   reports  that   previously  to  his 
leaving,  lour  United  Slates  military  officers  had  ar- 
Georgia  volunteers. — The  Mobile  Register  of!  rived  at  Mount  Pisgah  camp,  for  the  purpo-^e  of  en- 
the  6th  July  says; — Three  companies  of  the  Georgia  i  listing  five  hundred  Mormons  for  the  Santa  Ke  cam- 
regiment,  under  cummand  of  .Vlajor  Williams,  arriv- j  piign.     They    were    referred    to    headquarters    at 
ec  there  on  the  5th,  and  were  quartered  at  the  office  I  Council  Bluffs,  for   which  place,  they   immediately 


service  which  they  are  rendering  to  their  country 
should  secure  from  their  fellow  citizens  this  much, 
at  least;  and  if  the  committee  appointed  at  the  for- 
mer meeting  are  unwilling  to  act,  another  meeting 
should  be  called,  and  a  new  committee  appointed. — 
That  the  wants  of  some  of  the  families  have  become 
distressingly  pressing  ice  know  and  some  action 
should  be  immediately  taken. 

[S(.  Louis  Rep.  July  8. 


of  the  Independent  Press.     They  consist  of 

The  Georgia  Light  Infantry,  Capt.  A.  Nelson; 

Tensas  Rangers.  Capt.  Nelson; 

The  Sumpler  Volunteers,  Capt.  J.  A.  S.  Turner. 

On  the  6th  the  sleaiuers  Amaranth,  Lowndes,  and 
Eureka,  arrived  with  the  remainder  of  the  regiment, 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Jackson,  viz. 

The  .Macon  Gjards,  Capt.  Holmes; 

The  Columbus  Guards,  Capt.  Uavis; 

The  Richmond  Blues,  Capt.  Dill; 

The  Jasper  Greens,  Capt.  McNair; 

The  Crawford  Guards,  Capt.  Jones; 

The  Fannin  Avengers,  Capt.  Sargent; 

The  Canton  Volunteers,  Capt.  Grambling. 

Expedition  against  Santa  Fe. — The  St.  Louis 
New  Era  of  the  <lth  instant  says:  "The  steamer  Ar- 
cher arrived  in   this  city  yesterday.     She  left  Lea- 


t  out.  It  was  supposed  that  the  Ibrcc  would  be 
enrolled  without  delay.  If  so,  it  will  furnish  Col. 
Kearney  with  a  regiment  of  well  disciplined  soldiers 
who  are  already  prepared  to  march. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  represents  the  health  of  the  tra- 
velling Mormons  as  good,  considering  the  exposures 
to  which  they  have  been  subjected.  They  are  car- 
rying on  a  small  trade  in  provisions  with  the  settlers 
in  the  country,  with  whom  they  mingle  on  the  most 
friendly  terms. 

Expedition  to  the  Pacific — The  objects  of  the 
expedition  which  is  fitted  out  from  Ne.w  York,  may 
be  guessed  at  from  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  war 
to  Col.  Stevenson . 

A  young  man  who  went  out  in  the  store  ship,  Lex- 
ington, the  pioneer  of  the  squadron,  writes  to  the 
editor  of  the  Baltimore  Republican:  "The  company 


venworlh  on  Wednesday  last.  Col.  Kearney  'eft  !  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  as  fine,  healthy 
the  fort  on  Monday,  and  the  last  companies,   (those  .  „,£„  g,  ^^^^  gn^j  (he  ranks  of  our  army,  who 

of  Weightman  and  Fischer,)  left  on  Tuesday.  1  he  |  ^^^  j„  ^^^^  [jg5(  j^Hg  imaginable.  The  ship  is  load- 
artillery  started  with  some  iron  cannon,  but  ten  i  gj  g„(i^gl  wiih  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  corn- 
miles  from  the  fort,   the  horses  used  for  hauling  the  |  ^i^^^^     yy^  ^^^^  gn  guns  of  the  largest  calibre 


cannon   and    baggage   broke   down,   and  they  were 

compelled  to  send  back  to  the  fort  for  other  horses 

The  Archer  look  up  two  24  pound  brass  horwitz 


i'or  a  fortification.  We  are  first  to  land  at  Monte 
rey,  in  California,  and  our  progress  after  I  will  at 
very   opporluuity  keep  you   advised  of.    The  ship 


through  a  railing,  so  that  the  people,  as  they  pass 
can  kiss  them.  The  funeral  ceremonies,  called  Nov- 
ein  Diali,  have  commenced,  and  at  the  expiiation  of 
the  nine  days  the  eoqisc  will  be  placed  in  a  coffin 
and  canicd  on  a  bier  to  the  entrance  of  the  vaiilt.s, 
where  it  will  remain  untill  the  death  of  another  Pope 
furnishes  an  occupant  for  the  bier,  and  consigns  him 
to  his  last  resting  place. 

FiinMs  OF  Electing  a  Pope. — Gaiignani  has  an  ar- 
ticle from  which  we  copy  as  follows: 

The  Church  of  Rome  is  now  rendering  to  the  ile- 
ceised  Pope  its  last  offices,  which  are  called  the  Nc- 
vcm  Diali,  becanse  they  last  nine  days.  The  Cardi- 
nals, formally  assembled,  exercise  the  sovereign  au- 
thority and  are  making  prcpai-ations  for  the  great  act 
of  the  election  of  a  successor  to  the  late  Pontiff,  who 
must  be  one  of  their  body.  The  diplomatists  are  ad- 
mitted to  short  audiences.  E-ach  Mniister  after  the 
usual  compliments  ventures  to  give  his  private  recom- 
mendations, but  always  in  general  terms,  waiting  till 
his  letters  of  credence  are  to  be  announced,  and  which 
must  be  addressed  to  the  Sacred  College,  which  re- 
ceives them  at  the  grated  wicket  of  the   Conclave 

In  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  Cardinals  en-  ' 
ter  into  the  Conclave  they  proceed  there  in  procession 
chanting  the  Veni  Creator.  During  this  evening  the 
membei-s  of  the  diploni;itic  body  may  enter  the  con- 
clave, and  even  the  cells  or  apartments  of  tlie  cardi- 
nals. At  the  closing  in  of  Uie  night  an  official  walks 
through  the  corridoi-s  ringing  a  bell,  as  the  signal  of 
departure,  and  the  conclave  is  closed  in,  not  to  be  re- 
opened, until  after  the  election  isconsuinmated.  All 
this  will  p-iss  on  the  1 1  th  inst.,  between  seven  and  ten 
o'clock.  The  Conclave  is  guarded  by  a  Prince,  called 
the  Marshal  of  the  Conclave,  posted  at  the  outer  gates. 
The  first  steps  in  the  election  will  be  taken  on  the 
l'2th.  All  business  is  suspended  during  the  sitting  of 
the  Conclave,  even  the  tribunals  suspend  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  only  authorities  that  retain  their 
functions,  arc  the  Cainerlingua,  the  Grand  Penitentia- 
ry, and  the  Vicar  of  Rome.  No  order  can  be  issued 
from  any  other  authority  without  being  specially  con- 
firmed by  the  assembled  Cardinals,  which  confirma- 
tion is  transmitted  immediately  to  the  Governor  of 
Rome  and  the  Treasurer  General. 

To  constitute  a  valid  election,  the  candidate  must 
obtain  two-tliirds  of  the  votes  minus  his  own.  If  45 
Cardinals  are  assembled,  he  must  have  30  votes,  and 
if  there  be  46,  the  majority  must  be  31.  Hthe  Con- 
clave be  composed  of  57  members,  the  election  will 
be  completely  canonical  if  one  of  the  candidates  has 
38  votes  without  reckoning  his  own. 

Intelligence  from  Rome  to  the  1st  ult.,  says: — The 
fierce  struggle  is  expected  between  the  Austrian  and 
French  interLsls  in  the  approaching  election  of  Pope  . 
It  appears  that  the  former  Power  rather  stands  in  dread 
of  the  intrigues  of  M.  Rossi,  the  French  Ambassador, 
who  is  denounced  by  those  favorable  to  Austrian  in- 
fluence as  the  "able  and  wily  agent  of  the  egotistical 
policy  of  France." 

Election  of  Pope    Pus  IX. 


ers  and  four  brass  cannon,   six  pounders,   from  Jef-  [  „j|,  necessarily  touch  at  all  the  naval  rendezvous  on 

ferson  city,  and  an  express  was  sent  out  to  the  com-  Sour  way,  the  news  of  each  of  which  I  will  send  you.  ,      ^i.„,,,„..,  „,  ,  „.,.    ..,.,^. „.^  „„... 

pany  to  return   and  get  them      Captain  Weightman  !  We  go  fully  prepared  to  lick  the  enemy  of  our  coun-  \  to  have  been  fully  verified.     "He  that   goes 
was  still  sick,  bu   getting  better;  Lieut.  Simpson  and    (ry_build  forts  or  cities,  and  under  the  firm  and  un- 1  Conclave  exocctine  to  be  chosen    Pope   will 

ready  to  follow  the  army.     A  large  quantity  of  pro- 

CHURCH   CHRONICLES. 


visions  were  still  piled  up  at  Leavenworth 

Two  companies  of  the  1st  regiment  of  U.  S.  dra- 
goons, under  the  command  of  Captains  Sumner  and 
Cooke,  left  this  port  yesterday  for  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, on  board  the  steamers  Amaranth  and  Co 
rinne 


The  old  adage  seems 
to  the 
come  a- 
way  a  Uartmal."  ine  result  oi  tne  balloting  has 
disappointed  all  the  foreign  intriguers.  Cardinal  Mas- 
Ud  Feretli,  a  Roman  by  birth,  and,  instead  of  being  as 
the  custom  has  been  the  oldest,  he  is  one  of  the  young- 
est of  tlie  Cardinals,  ever  elected,  but  fil'ty  four  years 


Ceremonies  on  the    death   of  a   Pope,    are  thus   of  age.     The  Conclave  was  only  forty  eight  houi-s  in 
detailed  by   a  correspondent   of  the   Boston  Atlas. —  |  session.     Their  choice  is   said  to    have  fallen  upon  a 

„.  ^  ,u     ,-,  t  .  .  ,  r,     .  ■  As  soon  as  bis  death  was  announced  to  Riaro  Sior-  !  man  eminently  virtuous,  able,  enlightened,  and  liberal. 

The  same  paper  of  the  8th  instant  says:  "Captain  ,,     „     ,      ,„         r  „  „   «i    .    r.,     .;„ ..„  „n^ 

J.  B.  S.  Todd,  of  the  6lh  regiment  infantry,  arrived  , ''«'   ''^  ^ai-dinal  Camerlmgne,  that   functionaiy  pro-  

in  this  city  yesterday  fiom  Fort  Smith,  (Ark.,)  in  8   needed  to  the  Qu.rmal  palace    and  raising  the   white        ^^^^^^  ^^  ^_^^  p^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^ 

days.  We  learn  Irom  him  that  the  Arkansas  volun-  I  veil  with  which  the  face  of  the  deceased  Pontiff  had  1  p^  ^^  j^__^_^^  departed  this  life  at  the  Vatican  on 
leers  were  about  to  rendezvous  at  Washington,  in  been  covered,  struck  threeblows  on  the  torehead  with  ,  ^j^^'^j^j  j^^^^  1846,  in  the  eighty  first  year  of  his 
Hempstead  county.  An  officer  had  been  despatched  |  a  small  silver  mallet,  calling  him  by  his  Christian  ^^^^  having  been  born  in  1765.  He  is  represented  as 
to  Washington  to  muster  them  into  the  service. —  '  name  after  each  blow.  He  then  announced  from  the  having  been  good,  kind  and  benevolent,  sincere  in 
From  this  point  it  is  supposed  llic  central  column  of  window  'II  Papa  o  realmente  morto,'  (the  Pope  is  real-  iij;  religigus  opinions  and  more  tolerant  than  most  of 
the  army,  under  Gen.  Wool,  will  take  up  the  line  of  ly  dead,)  and  broke  the  fishennan's  ring  and  great  his  predecessors  in  the  church.  He  wassomewhat  in- 
march  for  San  Antonio.  The  mounted  nien  of  the  1  gga)  ofgiaj^^  while  the  tolling  of  the  great  bell  at  tlu  I  disposed  on  the  28th  and  29th  of  Miy,  but  his  phy- 
Kentucky  volunteers,  and  probat,ly  the  'olunleers  I  ^^  -^^1  ^^.j^^,  g^l^g^j  ^^tjl  iiigi,t  by  all  the  church  bells  sicians  supposed  he  had  perfectly  recovered,  when 
from  Illinois,   will   take  this  direetion-but  of  the  L,,^;^^^.j         Ti,e  body  was   then    embalmed,  clothed  ,  his  death  occurred  suddenly 

course  of  the  latter,  we   have  no  Positive  mforma-    ._^  ^^^      •'^^^.^^^^l  _.^^^^J  ^j.  ^  ,^j  ^^^^^  ^^^^^    g.^_\      MUan.Junel      The  member  of  the   Sacred  Col- 

lion."  .       , ,'       ,  ,...      ,        .   .         ,  t    1  V,       '  ege  most    ikely  to  succeed  Pope  Gregory  !3  the  Car- 

_  me  Chapel,  on  a  litter  by  white  mules  escorted  by  a  i  ,  g^,  Franzoni!  president  of  the  congregation  of  the 

From  the  JWonnon  camp.-The  Hancock  (Illinois)   '°"\P'°*^'''.°"  f'°''^;<^^'  I'""=''-'''i7'''rL  "«  ''•  ''°""^'"'  ^''"'"'^r^J   '"""^^r 

Eagle  of  the  lUlh  instant,  notices  the  arrival  there  of  f^""''*  carrying  lighted  candle.  The  next  evening  ,„  n,e  Jesuits,  and  will  be  of  course  fiercely  opposed 
Mr  S.  Chamberlain,  who  left  the  most  distant  camp  i  '"s  heart  was  carried  m  a  va.se  to  the  church  of  St.  ^y  France.  Cardinal  Franzoni  was  born  at  Genoa, 
of  the  Mormons  at  Council  Bluffs  on  the  26th  ult.—  P' ""cent,  and  yesterday  the  body  was  placed  m  the  j  on  the  lOlb  of  December,  177.i,  and  is  of  course  ia 
and  on  his  route  passed  ihe  whole  line  of  Mormon  chapel  of  St.  Sacrament  in  tlic  basilica  ol  SL  Peter  -  (.he  71st  year  of  his  ago.  Cardinal  Acton  mighl  not 
emigrants.    He  sajs  that  the  advance  company  of  the  jit  is  sealed  on    a  throne,  with    the  feet  projecting  1  improbably  be  selected,  and  would  in  that  case  bo 
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only  the  second  Englishman  that  has  ever  held  the 
Papal  dignity.  Great  agitation  continues  to  prevail 
in  different  parts  of  the  country,  especially  in  the 
Papal  slates,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  outbreaks  will 
take  place. 

The  death  of  Pope  Gregory  occasioned  many  pub- 
lications and  speculations  in  English  papers.  The 
subject  was  referred  to  in  debate  in  parliament. 

Nothing  says  Mr.  Walsh  is  more  conspicuous  for 
sense,  pertinence,  and  liberality  than  the  reply  of 
Dr.  Tliiihvait,  the  celebrated  historian  of  Greece,  in 
the  British  house  of  lords,  to  the  alarms  ef  his  bro- 
ther bishop  of  Exeter,  (Dr.  Philpolls),  touching  pos- 
sible papal  inBuence  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  ter- 
rors of  the  papal  bulls: 

"He  belipved  Ihe  right  reverend  prelate  had  refer- 
red more  than  once  lo  the  transaction  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Napoleon  and 
to  the  authority  which  Pope  Pius  VII.  exercised 
when  he  changed  the  stale  of  the  whole  Gallican 
church,  deposing  an  immense  number  of  bishops,  and 
transferring  their  allegiance  from  their  legitimate 
prince  to  the  usurper,  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  How 
he  was  utterly  astonished  that  such  a  fact  as  this 
should  be  recalled  to  his  lordship's  lecoilcclion  for 
such  a  purpose,  for,  if  there  were  any  proof  in  mo- 
dern history  stronger  than  another  of  the  low  state 
of  degradation  to  which  the  papal  power  had  fallen 
in  modern  limes,  he  would  refer  to  this  as  the  in- 
stance, [hear,  hear.]  Why,  was  there  any  thing  in 
history  more  palpable  or  notorious  than  the  extreme 
reluctance  and  terror,  he  might  say,  than  the  horror, 
with  which  that  poor  old  man,  (of  whom  he  wished 
to  speak  with  the  greatest  veneration,)  Pope  Pius 
VII.  had  consented  to  yield  to  the  imperious  demands 
of  Napoleon,  and  had  gone  to  perform  thit  ceremo- 
ny.' Or  was  Ihere  any  Roman  Catholic  who  did  not 
conceive  that  the  authority  of  the  Pope  had  never 
been  more  degraded  than  when  he  was  forced  to 
quit  his  own  capital,  and  go  lo  Paris  to  atlend  the 
ceremony,  and  to  place  the  crown,  not  on  Ihe  head, 
for  he  was  not  allowed  to  do  that,  but  into  the  hands 
of  the  modern  Charlemagne.'  [hear.]  Could  they 
look  to  any  part  of  Europe  h  ilh  an  unprejudiced  eye, 
and  not  see  the  same  facts  continually  and  universal- 
ly forced  on  their  observation.'  And  then  with  re- 
gard to  the  instance  which  Ihe  right  reverend  prelate 
had  mentioned  that  night  of  the  allocutiou  of  the 
Pope  Willi  reference  to  Spanish  affairs,  he  would 
like  to  know  what  effect  had  that  allocution  produc- 
ed in  Spain?  [hear,  hear.]  Or  were  they  to  take 
any  instance  that  could  be  slated  of  Ihe  must  extra- 
vagant assertion  of  Papal  auihority,  he  would  like 
to  know  in  what  case  it  had  produced  any  effect  on 
the  counli^  to  which  it  related,  when  it  happened  to 
be  against  the  wishes  and   inclinations  of  the  people 

"He  was  asking  in  what  the  force  or  efGcacy  of 
these  papal  bulls  then  really  consisted?  It  did  not 
lie  in  the  parchment,  or  in  the  lead,  or  in  the  silk  or 
hemp,  nor,  according  to  his  view,  in  the  mind  or 
intention  of  Ihe  views  of  the  Pope  who  affirmed  or 
issued  it,  but  he  believed  that  its  force  consisted  in 
the  minds  and  in  the  intenlions  of  those  to  whom  it 
was  addressed,  [hear,  hear;]  and  therefore  it  was 
that  he  would  say,  as  long  as  the  Roman  Catholic 
population  of  this  country  preserved  that  character 
which  they  had  now  maintained  for  centuries,  and 
in  spile  of  the  hardest  trials  to  which  any  class  of 
men  had  ever  been  subjected,  he,  for  one,  should 
feel  no  alarm,  supposing,  though  the  greatest  penal- 
ties were  enacted  against  the  papal  bulls,  that  till 
one  of  these  formidable  documents  should  by  any 
8lighl-of-hand  be  smuggled  into  this  country,  and  be 
found  some  unlucky  morning  affixed  lo  the  gates  of 
London,  or  lo  the  walls  of  Buckingham  Palace,  he 
should  feel  no  more  apprehension  of  danger  for  the 
liberties  of  the  people  under  such  circumstances 
than  if  It  remained  still  within  the  walla  of  the  Va- 
tican, [hear,  hear."] 

A  Jewish  Svnagogue.  The  corner  stone  of  a 
new  Jewish  synagogue  lo  be  called  the  "Synagogue 
of  the  Gates  of  Prayer,"  was  laid  in  New  York  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  with  the  usual  ceremonies.  The 
edifice  is  to  be  of  free  stone,  Gothic  in  its  style,  fifty 
feet  front  and  eighty  five  feet  in  depth.  It  will  cost 
about  $20,C00. 


also  according  to  the  bill  of  the  committee,  with  the 
additional  duties  proposed  in  schedule  A,  as  commu- 
nicated to  the  senate  on  Ihe  IGih  of  June,  1846. 

Table  B  is  a  statement  of  ihe  value  of  the  imported 
articles  consumed  and  on  hand  ihe  fiscal  year  ending 
30th  June,  18J5,  wilh  Ihe  estimated  decrease  and 
increase  of  such  impoilations  under  the  iibove  bill 
and  schedule,  together  wilh  Ihe  nelt  revenue  to  be 
derived  Iheiefrora. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  total  imports  consum- 
ed and  on  hand,  exclusive  of  specie,  for  the  fiscal 
year  closing  June  30,  1845,  amounted  to  the  value  of 
$106,080,410;  of  which  the  amount  of  free  goods 
$1,. 501, 047,  which,  being  being  dediicled  from  the 
above,  leaves  of  dutiable  imports  $104,579, 363.  The 
gross  revenue  on  the  above  amount  of  dutiable  im- 
ports, would  be,  at  the  rales  proposed  by  the  above 
bill  and  schedule  $-26,012,142 

Deducting  the  estimated  expenses  of  col- 
lection 1,515,605 

Would  leave  a  nett  revenue  of  $24,496,537 

Without  calculating   any  augmentation 

of  imports  whatever, 

To  which  add— 
An  increase  of   revenue  to  be  derived 

•"rom  the  following  causes — viz: 
Increase  of  population  from  30lh  June, 

1845,  to   30ih    November,  1847,  ac- 
cording to  llie  rale  of  inrrease  by  the 

census  from  1830  to   1840,  8  1-6  per 

cent.  1,998,650 

Increase  of  population  derived  from  the 

annexation   of  Texas,  estimated   at 

150,000 


TARIFK  ESTIMATES  FROM  THE  TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT. 


Treasury  deparlmnil,  July  16,  1846. 

Sib:  The  following  tables  are  respectfully  submit- 
ted, marked  A  and  U,  in  further  answer  to  the  re- 
solution of  the  senate  of  the  29th  June,  1846. 

Tabic  A  is  a  statement  of  the  imports  consumed 
and  on  h;ind  for  the  fiscal  year  closing  the  30lli  of 
June,  1845,  with  tho  duties  upon  eauh  article,  ac- 
cording to  the  tariff  of  tho  30tli  .\ugust,  1812,'and 


Add  ad  valorem  imports  for  consump- 
tion of  1845,  $670  dollars  having  al- 
ready been  deducted  as  above  for  ex- 
cess of  coach  lace.  (Page  54  of  same 
report.)  58,085,240 

Specifics  32,223,244 

Leaving  $101,907,734 

Which  sum  exactly  corresponds  with  the  result  of 
the  special  returns  at  page  63,  same  report,  and 
proves  conclusively  that  all  the  sums  have  been  cor- 
rectly calculated. 

The  imports  of  1845,  actually  consum- 
ed and  on  band,  amount  as  above 
stated;  lo  106,080,410 

The  amount  deducted  is  4,172,676 


Leaving 


$101,907,734 


189,955 

Nett  revenue  adding  only  an  increase 
as  above  from  augmented  popula- 
tion, and  not  any  increase  of  impor- 
tations for  consumption  from  reduced 
rates  $26,685,142 

The  nett  revenue  of  1845  al  duties  proposed,  mak- 
ing no  allowance  for  any  au;mcnlation,  either  from 
reduced  duties  or  angmenled  population,  we  have 
seen,  would  be  $24,496,537 

Add  increase  of  revenue  as  arising  from 
an  increased  importation  of  $13,851,- 
500,  as  the  result  exclusively  of  re- 
duced duties  4,038,350 

$28,534,887 
To  which  add  revenue  from  augmented 
imports  for  consumption  of  $10, 590,- 
346,  as  Ihe  result  of  increased  popu- 
lation, including  Texas  2,551,728 


$31,086,615 


$10,590,346 


13,851,500 


$24,441,846 
104,579,303 


Nett  revenue  under  bill  and  schedule 
Increased  importation  for  consumption 
at  8  1-G  per  cent,  as  above  staled, 
from  increased  population  and  an- 
nexation of  Texas 
Add  increase  of  importation  for  con- 
fumplion  as  result  exclusively  of  re- 
duced duties 

Total  increase  of  imports  of  dutiable 
articles  for  consumption  as  tho  re- 
sult of  increased  population,  includ- 
ing Texas  and  reduced  duties 

Add  importation  for  consu'nption  of 
dutiable  articles,  imports,  1345 


Total  amount  of  dutiable  imports   for 

consumption  jog  021  209 

Total  of  free  imports  for  consumption 

exclusive  of  specie  1,501,047 

$130,522,256 

Total  imports  for  consumption,  free  and 

dutiable,  exclusive  of  specie  106,080,410 

Free  list,  exclusive  of  specie,  underact 
of  1842,  on  imports  for  consumnlion 
on845 

Deduct  from  the  above  excess  of  ex- 
ports of  specie  over  imports  of  1845 
(See  page  49  treasury  report.) 

Deduct  excess  of  exports  over  imports 
of  certain  articles  in  schedule.  Page 
69  o(  same  report.) 

Deduct  excess  of  exportation  over  im- 
portation in  1845,  of  coach  lace.— 
(Page  54  of  same  report.) 


15,771,926 


3,799,185 
11,972,741 


670 


$11,599,250 


The  above  $4,172,776.  is  not  deducted  in  the  table 
from  the  $106,080,410,  because  it  consists  exclusive- 
ly of  an  excess  of  the  exports  of  those  articles  over 
the  imports  of  1845;  thus  proving  that  such  excess 
must  have  been  not  of  the  import  of  1845,  but  of  the 
imports  of  a  preceeding  year,  otherwise  more  of 
these  articles  must  have  been  exported  in  1845  than 
were  imported  the  same  year.  Nearly  the  whole 
amount  was  specie,  and  in  no  event  could  any  por- 
tion of  the  amount  affect  the  estimate  of  the  revenue. 
It  is  a  mere  difi'erenee  of  nomenclature,  not  changing 
in  any  respect  the  result  of  the  estimate  of  revenue; 
but  that  the  nomenclature  adopted  is  right,  is  proved, 
not  only  by  the  tables  themselves,  as  compared  above, 
but  by  the  following  consideration.  If  an  exporta- 
tion in  1845,  of  an  import  of  1344,  is  to  be  deducted 
from  Ihe  imports  of  1845  consumed  in  that  year,  then 
if  the  impoit  of  goods  in  1845,  consumed  that  year, 
was  $100,000,000,  and  there  was  an  excess  of  ex- 
ports over  imports  of  JlOO, 000,000  of  spfcie,  or  any 
thing  else,  imported  a  previous  year,  it  would  leave 
no  imports  of  1845  consumed  in  that  year,  notwith- 
standing the  actual  consumption  of  such  imports, 
and  the  actual  payment  of  the  duties  into  the  treasu- 
ry. Nor  must  the  amount  of  duties  accrued  uii  the 
imports  of  any  fiscal  year  be  confounded  with  re- 
ceipts during  the  same  year  into  the  treasury.  Thus, 
the  receipts  from  customs  into  the  treasury  for  the 
fiscal  year  1845,  are  slated  in  the  annual  report  at 
$27,528,112  70,  founded  on  the  official  reporl  of  the 
register  ol  the  treasury,  given  at  page  23,  which  is 
based  upon  the  books  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  recorded  by  the  register.  Now  at  page 
68  of  treasury  report,  ihe  duties  accrued  in  1845, 
(excluding  expense  of  collection),  are  given  at  $28,. 
871,636  46;  but  this  difference  is  the  result,  (not  me- 
rely in  1845,  but  in  every  year  since  the  government 
was  founded),  of  the  fact  that  many  goods  are  enter- 
ed with  the  collectors  at  or  before  the  close  of  each 
year,  and  returned  by  the  collectors  as  goods  entered 
within  the  year,  and  on  which  the  duties  have  accru- 
ed, but  on  which,  during  the  sixty  or  ninty  days  of 
the  succeeding  fiscal  year,  under  the  twelfih  seclion 
of  the  tanffof  1342,  after  entry  of  the  goods  with  the 
collectors,  Ihe  moneys  are  not  received  by  them  at 
the  date  of  the  entry,  and  consequently  cannot  be 
paid  into  Ihe  treasury,  until  some  time  during  the 
succeeding  fiscal  year.  In  all  the  tables  formed  from 
the  existence  of  tiie  government  down  to  the  present 
period,  the  moneys  paid  into  the  treasury  during  any 
one  fiscal  year  never  have  corresponded,  and  unless 
the  law  is  clianged,  never  can  correspond  with  the 
duties  accruing  during  the  fiscal  year.  These  re- 
marks are  made  lo  correct  any  misapprehension  Ih  at 
may  exist  on  this  important  subjecl,  and  lo  prove 
that  the  estimate  made  in  my  communication  to  Ihe 
senate  of  Ihe  13th  instant  is  correct — namely,  that, 
notwithstanding  tlie  increase  ol  population,  theie  is 
an  actual  and  certain  diminution  ol  the  revenue  from 
customs,  as  ascertained  from  payments  made  into 
the  treasury,  for  the  fiscal  year  cning  30lii  June, 
1846,  of  $816,198  23,  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
ceding fiscal  year.  The  estimated  nett  revenue  un- 
der the  bill  of  tho  conimiltee  and  schedule  lor  the 
year  commencing  the  Isl  December,  1346,  and  clos- 
ing 30th  November,  1847,  is  $31,086,615;  to  guard, 
however,  against  any  unforeseen  circumstances,  it  is 
deemed  most  safe  and  prudent,  to  make  a  deduction 
from  the  above  amount  of  $1,052,558,  Hhich  would 
reduce  the  nett  revenue  unuer  the  bill  and  schedule 
to  a  miiiimuni  of  —30,034,057. 

Appended  to  table  B  is  an  estimate  of  the  nett  re- 
venue to  be  derived  Iruin  the  bill  of  the  house,  and  a 
comparison  between  the  duties  and  nett  revenue  un- 
der that  bill,  and  the  duties  and  licit  revenue  under 
Ihe  bill  of  the  cominitteB  and  schedule.  The  princi- 
pal difference  arises  from  Ihe  restoration  by  the  bill 
of  the  house  of  tea  and  coffee  to  the  free  list  with  a 
few  othci  inodificationu,  thus  reducing  the  nett  re. 
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■venue  under  the  bill  of  Ihe  house  to  §28,883,289.  If  j  coal  field  of  Pennsylvania,  she  has  daily  evidences 
from  this  we  deduct  the  above  amounl  of  $1,052,353,  [  of  Ihe  comfort  and  happiness  its  miners  dispense 
as  a  possible  over  estimate,  it  n'ould  reduce  the  iielt  i  among  lliu  laborers  and  mechanics  of  the  counlrj' 
revenue  under  the  bill  of  the  house  to  a  minimum  of|  round  about,  and  of  the  wealth  which  it  has  sent 
g27,335"3l.  I  among  them  in   exchange    for  the   products  of  their 

The  ilutiable  imports  for  consumption,  under  the  ,  farms.  Nn  one  can  charge  them  with  aiding  a 
bill  of  the  coninullic  and  schedule,  are  estim.ilcd  at  |  "whig  panic."  It  is  kno»n  throughout  the  Union, 
$129,021,209,  jicldin?  a  ncll  revenue  of  §J1,06G,G15, !  and  thrice  has  it  saved  the  democraty  parly  of  the 
and  making  24  22-]29,  the  average  rale  per  rent,  of  i  Union.  Her  sons  come  here  not  to  create  a  panic, 
duties  under  that  bill.  If,  however,  the  nett  revenue    but  to  speak   with   deinocials    in  the  senate,  and   in 


under  that  bill  be  reduced  as  as  above  stated  to  a 
minimum  of  §30,034,057,  it  would  reduce  Ihe  dutia- 
ble imports  lor  consumption  to  jpl24,G52,69G,  and 
also  bring  down  the  aggregate  rate  of  duties  to  24  1- 
124  percent. 

Under  the  bill  the  dutiable  imports  fur  consump- 
tion are  gII8, 810, 531— making  24  47-118,  the 


other  high  places,  as  democrats  may  speak  to  those 
whom  by  their  votes  they  have  elevated,  to  tell 
them  how  this  n<:w  principle  in  legislation  willafl'ect 
their  interests,  and  to  get  democrats  here  to  pause 
before  they  ruin  our  great  state,  and  to  lake  from  our 
laboring  people,  who  cannot  come  here,  their  em- 
ployment, and  from  their  families  their  bread.  Such 


rage  rale  per  cent,  of  duly.  If,  however,  the  nett  |  a  panic  as  the  passage  of  tins  bill  will  create  would, 
revenue  under  the  house  bill  be  reduced  as  above  ;  he  repeated,  be  no  "whig  panic."  He  said  that  we 
staled  lo  a  minimum  of  §27,835,731,  it  would  reduce  ]  had  heard,  in  a  recent  discussion,  remarks  in  favor 
the  dutiable  in:poils  for  consumption  to  114,481,G16  j  of  Ihe  claims  of  'I'enne-see  for  money  due  her  citi- 
dollars,  ami  leave  24  36-114  Ihe  average  rate  per  zens.  'J'lie  claims  of  Massachusetts  had  also  been 
cent,  of  duty  undiT  the  bill  of  the  house.  !  spoken  of,  and  the  claims  of  Georgia  and  N.  Hamp- 

Such  are  the  fluctuations  in  the  several  imports,  |  shire  had  been  urged,  and  some  of  them  paid.  Penn- 
arisirg  from  variations  in  the  seasons  and  crops,  |  sylvania,  he  was  proud  to  say,  had  no  claims  upon 
from  changes  of  taste  or  fashion,  or  of  prices  at  I  Ihe  treasury  of  the  Union;  she  asked  for  no  help 
home  and  abroad,  or  the  substitution  of  some  new  I  Irom  the  treasury;  she  was  willing  lo  Hork  for  her 
article,  foreign  or  domestic,  that  it  is  impossible  lo  i  living,  and  asked  only  lo  be  let  alone;  lo  be  left  I., 
estimate  wilh  great  accuracy  importations  in  detail  ,  l''e  enjoyment  of  her  own  righls  and  her  own  Indus 
under  any  system  of  duties.  A  nearer  approximation  ,  'O'-  He  desired  that  the  proceedings  might  be  read, 
can  be  made  to  the  aggregate  result,  and  more  con- 1  so  that  the  democratic  members  of  that  body  might 
fidence  is  placed  in   that  aggregate,  than   in   the  es-  I  I'car  what  democratic  Pennsylvania  had  to  say  upon 


timates  in  detail.  It  is  the  belief  of  thisdepartment, 
that  the  bill  of  the  house  will  yield  a  nett  revenue, 
as  slated,  of  at  least  27,835,731  dollais.  Thisesti- 
mate  is  the  result  of  many  months  of  laborious  re- 
search and  inquiry,  aided  by  all  the  tables  of  imports 
of  each  article  at  the  respective  rates  of  duty,  under 
every  tariff  from  the  organization  of  Ihe  government 
to  the  present  period. 

Ill  addition  to  the  information   furnished  by  these 


this  subject. 

The  lollowing  is  the  main  purport  of  the  proceed 
ings: 

The  annual  message  of  President  Polk  to  congress 
was  read  with  chagrin  and  astouishinent.  It  avowed 
doctrines  In  direct  opposition  to  those  published  in 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Kane.  It  counselled  a  policy  which, 
if  carried  out  by  congress,  would  slnke  down  home 
ndustry  and  take  an  ay  all   protection  from  our  do 


tables,  the  department  has  deemed  it  a  duty  from  |  mestic  products.  It  was  still  hoped,  however,  that 
anxious  solicitude  to  arrive  at  certain  results  in  a  ■  "'c  practical  wisdom  of  congress  would  triumph 
matter  so  vitally  affecting  the  revenue  of  the  go- i  over  the  untried  theory  of  the  president;  but  the  pas- 
vernment,  and  all  the  great  interests  of  the  couiury,  j  sage  of  Mr.  McKay's  bill  through  the  house  of  re- 
lo  confer  with  gentlemen  of  skill  and  experience,  |  presentalives  has  well  nigh  extinguished  this  last 
riot  only  in  the  treasury,  but  also  with  others  resid-  ,  hope:  its  (aint  ray  rests  upon  the  senate.  To  Ihe 
ing  in  the  great  mercantile  cities  of  the  union,  whose  ,  senate,  then,  in  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  demo- 
presence  could  be  obtained  without  unn-cessary  de- 1  cratic  freemen,  we  solemnly  protest  against  the  pa 
lay.  The  result  is  nevertheless  communicated  with  i  S36«  "f  this  iniquitous  and  destructive  bill.  Thr< 
undissemblcd  diffidence  to  the  consideration  of  the 
very  enlightened  body  upon  whose  call  this  estimate 
is  now  submitted.  The  answer  to  the  remaining  re- 
solution of  Ihe  senate  is  in  the  course  of  preparation, 
and  will  be  very  speedily  submitted. 

R.  J.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  Ihe  treasury. 
To  hon.  George  M.  Dallas, 
Vice  president  of  the  U.  6'.  nnd  president  of  the  senate. 
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U.  STATES  SENATE — SATURDAY,  JULY  18,  1846. 

Mr.  Cameron  presented  the  memorial  from  miners 
and  others  of  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania,  ask- 
ing that  the  duly  on  cual  may  not  be  reduced. 

Also,  three  .everal  memorials  from  the  citizens  of   fcsourcos  must  henceforlh  lie  buried  in  our  soil,  and 
the  same  county,  asking  that  the  lariff  may  not  be    "^f  *"'*>  pfp^!'^''"'!  of  our  mineral  land  districts  be 


fore. 

Resolved,  That  the  tarilT  bill  which  has  recently 
passed  through  the  house  of  representatives  of  con- 
gress abandons  Ihe  scltled  policy  of  discriminating 
lor  protection,  and  adopts  the  new  theory  of  disci  i- 
miuating  for  revenue  alone;  that  it  will  prostrate  our 
doineslic  manufactories  and  home  industry,  subject 
the  products  of  the  country  to  ruinous  foreign  com- 
petition,  and  destroy  the  home  market  of  our  agri- 
culturists, which  Pennsylvania  farmers  know  is  the 
best  market  the  world  has  everyel  alforded  to  them. 

Rewlicd,  That  the  ad  valorem  duties  imposed  by 
Ibis  bill  on  coal  and  iron  will  be  entirely  inadequate 
to  protect  these  gieat  staples  of  this  slate;  foreign 
coal  will  take  the  place  of  the  domestic  article  in 
our  eastern  port,-;  our  furnaces  must  "blow  out," 
and  we  be  rendered  tributary  to  Great  Britain  for 
iron,  "the  great  necessary  of  life;"  our  vast  mineral 


driven  from  home  m  search  of  labor 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  will  inflict  a  fatal  blow 
upon  the  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  Keystone 
slate;  that  there  is  nothing  in  llie  present  situation  or 
prospective  relations  of  the  counlry  which  calls  for 


lid   the   democracy  of  Peiin.sylvania  can  regard  it 
only  as  a  causeles,.,  infliclion  oi  injury. 


disturbed 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  demncratic 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  expressing  their  opposition 
lo  the  bill  for  reducing  ihc  dulies  on  imports,  and 
requesting  the  senators  from  Hut  slate  to  use  all  ho- 
norable means  to  defeat  ils  passage. 

In  presenting  the  latter  document,  Mr.  Cameron 
said  that  the  panic  of  which  honorable  senators 
spoke  iheolherday  had  commenced,  and  was  spread- 
ing into  every  part  of  that  commonwealth,  liut  this 
was  no  »  big  panic.  It  was  a  democratic  panie. — 
The  county  in  which  this  meeting  was  held  is  a  de  decided  stand  they  have  taken  in  opposition  to  Ro 
mocratic  county.  It  gives  about  2,500  voles,  and  a  !  ^^''^  Walker's  Brllish  larifl  bill,  and  lor  their  advo 
majority  to  the  democratic   parly,  in  great  contests,  '  '^'"^5'  of  the  tariff  ol  1842. 

of  near  1,200.  Noilhamplon  county,  another  de-  ■  Resolved,  That  we  have  full  confidence  in  the  in 
cided  democratic  county,  was  here  protesting  against  ;  'Eg"')'  and  ability  of  our  senators  in  congress,  the 
the  passage  of  the   lariff  bill.     These   people,  these  I ''"""'''''^''^  ^""°" '^"''"^'^''on  and  the  honorable  U 


righls,  and  avert  Ihe  impending  blow  aimed  for  her 

destruction. 

Rrsolred,  That  we  will  hereafter,  as  ilcmocrals, 
pledge  ourselves  lo  support  no  man  for  office  who<e 
principles,  on  Ihe  great  subject  of  protection,  are  of 
donbllul  character. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  bo  sent 
lo  our  senators  in  congress,  wilh  a  request  ihat  Ihcv 
be  read  in  the  senate;  and  that  they  be  published  in  the 
Washington  Union  and  all  the  democratic  papers  in 
Ihis  state.  '    * 

The  procecdins  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Cniiifro)!  moved  that  they  be  piinled 
M.  Webster,  then  rose  and  said:  Truly,  sir,  we  arc 
here  this  morning  in  a  very  strange  conjucture  of 
circumstances.  Tho  telegraph  pnuounces  from  Itos- 
ton  Ibal  Ihe  steamer  has  brought  information  from 
England,  and  Ihat  among  the  last  words  of  the  late 
most  distinguished  first  minister  in  England  address- 
ed to  parliament,  was  the  declaration  that  in  England 
all  eyes  were  lurncd  to  see  how  Ihe  congress  of  the 

United    Slates    would    arrange  their  new    lariff, 

pointing  evidently  lo  an  expectation  or  a  hope  that 
Ihe  new  lariff,  to  which  all  English  eyes  were  lurn- 
cd, would  be  a  tariff  more  favorab'e  doublless  to 
English  interests,  and  English  business,  and  English 
concerns,  than  the  lariff  which  now  exists.  Some- 
what of  a  counter-bliist  comes  from  Pennsylvania. 
All  eyes  are  turned  hi'.her  from  Pennsylvania,  not 
exactly  to  see  how  we  may  modify  our  lariff  lo  be- 
come  more  favorable  lo  English  intercsis,  but  to  Eee 
whether  we  will  sacrifice  the  whole  of  the  great  and 
leading  interests  of  Pennsylvania  herself,  as  well  as 
of  other  portions  of  Ihis  community  having  interests 
like  hers,  by  the  adopiion  of  this  measure,  which  is 
so  much  commended,  so  much  lauded  in  England,  so 
niuch  the  subject  of  parliamentary  report  and  parlia- 
mentary eulogy.  Is  not  this,  sir,  as  1  said,  a  singu- 
lar conjunclure  in  our  afl'airs?  Sir,  I  propose  beloro 
I  sit  down  to  ask  the  honorable  senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, wilh  great  respect,  a  question  or  tivo.  I 
happened  lo  be  in  Pennsy liania  in  October.  1844, 
and  saw  Ihe  preparations  that  were  then  going  on 
lor  the  approaching  presidential  election;  and  it  ap- 
peared to  me,  sir,  Ihat  Ihe  democratic  paiiy  in  Penn- 
sylvania had  three  prominent  and  disli.,cL  favoiiles, 
and  the  names  of  these  favorites  were  emblazoned 
on  their  flags  and  banners;  they  were  these,  "Polk  " 
"Dallas,"  and  "the  Tariff  of  1842."  1  rather  in- 
cline to  think  thai  lie  last  menjioned  is  at  this  mo- 
ment rather  the  llu>^t  desired.  [A  laugh.]  It  would 
seem,  sir,  that,  ol  three  names,  the  last  was  that 
which  gave  Ihe  principal  credit  to  Ihe  firm  in  Penn- 
sylvania.  1  will  ask  the  honorable  senator  from 
Pennsylvania  himself  (and  certainly  he  will  not  im- 
pute to  me  a  want  of  respect  in  doing  so)  if  he  has 
not  seen  these  same  floating  and  flunling  banners  on 
more  than  one  occasion.' 

Mr.  Cameron,  said  he  would  answer  the  question 
of  the  honorable  senator  wilh  much  pleasure.  Ho 
had  attended  a  great  number  of  democratic  meetings, 
perhaps  as  many  as  an  hundred  in  all,  in  order  lo  aid 
his  fellow  citizens  in  what  he  considered  the  great 
cause  of  democracy,  and  at  every  meeting  there  was 
one  or  more  of  these  flags.  Before  the  death  of  the 
lamented  Muhlenburg  his  name  was  included,  after- 
wards the  molloes  were  "Polk,"  "Dallas,"  "Shunk," 
and  "the  Tariff  of  1S42."  And  while  upon  this  to- 
pic lie  would  add,  that  neither  of  the  thiec  could 
have  got  Ihe  vole  of  Pennsylvania  wilhout  being  as- 
sociated  wilh  the  lariff  of  1842.  Much  as  they  dis- 
liked Mr.  Clay,  and  much  as  they  were  attached  to 
democracy,  all  other  considerations  would  have  sunk 
before  the  lariff  of  1842. 


uch  a  total  change  in  the  policy  oi  the  government;  ;  .^oVlaTct!"',  TdTc''"''     '  '^'°  ""'  '''"'"  ''    °^  '"" 


or.  of  this  sort,  whether  an 
eminent   person  may  have   been  accuialely  reported 


only  as  a  causeies-.,  intliclion  ol   iniurv.  ,  '       .       ,   ■'    ,     7  -.-.-«. <..i..j  i^i.uiton 

Resolved,  That  Ihe  Pennsylvania  delegation  in  con-    ZT"Vfr"J""^"'''"'\  k".  '".'^   *■"" 

gress,»  lib  a  solitary  exception,  are   tniilled  lo  Ihe     "    .tV.  ""* '-"'"•'™'-"""  S'^-^"  to  such  declarations 

warm'esl  thanks  of  their  constituents  for  the  firm  and  !     JZTlT  Z'^""'"""^  ",'"'  ""  .""="•'  "^  ""=  "" 


idual  making  them  are  not  malerial,  so  long  ao  a 
general  impression  is  produced  by  popular  names 
and  popular  annoiincemenls.  Why,  I  suppose,  if  1 
should  ask  boih.  ihe  gentle  nen  from  Pennsjlvania 
whether  they,  in  Ihose  very  meetings  which  they 
attended,  had  not  olien  and  often  expressed  lo   their 


1,000.  Her  citizens  area  steady,  industrious  peo- '  Resolved,  That  we  have  undiminished  confidence 
pie,  who  are  not  easily  excited.  They  are  generally  in  the  ability,  patriotism,  and  iniegrity  of  the  Vice 
agricullurisls,  who  are  conlent  with  their  peactlul  President,  Cieorge  M.  Dallas,  and  that  when  Ihe  in- 
employmcnt,  and  whose  industry  and  frugality  have  '  lerests  and  prosperity  of  his  native  slale  are  aasailed 

made  them  rich.     No  common   danger  would  alarm  '  in  her  most  vital  parts,  be  will   not  laller,  but  stand  i  have  contributed    to   the  overthrow  of'theTai'i'll   of 
her;  but,  situated  as  she  is  on  the  verge  of  the  great;  as  he  has  done   heretofore   lu  defence  of  her  jusl  |  1842,  iht  j  would  have  forborne  those  eflbitii 


1  believe  ei  lirely  concurrent  wiih  their  own  princi- 
ples and  opinions.  Therefore  1  am  persuaded  that 
if  they  had  enlertained  any  apprehensions  that  their 
eUorl.s  in    the  eleclion  contested  al  that  lime  would 
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Mr.  Mien  said  the  honorable  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  annouccd  the  arrival  of  the  English 
steamer  as  having  some  connexion  with  proceedings 
of  congress  upon  an  important  measure.  The  sena- 
tor seemed  to  regard  as  a  mostexlraordinarj  circum- 
stance the  telegraphic  informalionwhich  he  had  read 
of  the  last  words  of  the  IJritish  minister,  in  his 
bpce;h  to  the  house  of  commons,  respectmg  the  proba- 
&U\ty  of  the  passage  of  the  great  measure  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  American  tariff.  He  could  name  gentle- 
men upon  thai  floor  from  whom  such  announcement 
would  not  have  taken  him  by  surprise.  But  when 
he  considered  the  deep  solicitude  that  was  manifest- 
ed in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  pending  another 
great  measure,  for  the  arrival  of  British  steamers,  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Mass'jchuselis  himself, 
he  confessed  that  he  was  a  little  amused  that  the 
same  manner  of  arrival  from  Ihe  same  country 
should  have  startled  him  so    much. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  A.,  we  had  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion, which  involved  a  division  of  a  part  of  this  great 
republic  wiih  Great  Britain;  and  pending  that  great 
question  nc  were  commanded  from  day  to  day  to 
hold  our  breath  until  the  British  slea[iier  announced 
the  will  and  behests  of  Old  England  in  the  matter. 
We  were  desired  to  look  to  Ihe  arrival  of  Brilish 
steamers,  because  it  was  supposed  that  the  intelli- 
gence which  lliey  would  bring  from  England  would 
have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  event  of  peace  or  war 
between  the  two  countries;  and  because  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  we  should  know  what  they  were  about 
in  England,  for  fear  that,  in  the  absence  of  that 
knowledge,  we  might  involve  the  country  in  a  war, 
and  break  the  concord  that  existed  between  the  two 
nations.  But  now  it  seems  that  all  of  that  ardent  sym- 
pathy which  superinduced  such  an  overwrought  de- 
sire to  maintain  a  good  understanding  with  Great 
Britain  is  surrendered.  We  are  told  that,  in  the 
event  of  war  between  the  two  countries,  we  would 
not  only  disturb  the  peace  of  the  world,  but  interrupt 
that  harmonious  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries which  contributed  so  materially  to  their  mutual 
advantage.  But  now,  on  another  subject,  the  arrival 
of  a  British  steamer,  bringing  with  it  Ihe  announce- 
ment of  Ihe  txpectations  of  the  British  government, 
is  given  as  a  reason  why  the  course  of  American  le 
gislalion  should  be  arrested,  because  it  may  per- 
chance, prejudice  the  harmonizing  free  trade  which 
was  annnouced  to  us  a  few  months  ago  as  being  so 
essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try. I  was  never  in  love  with  British  steamers,  and 
never  legislated  by  their  arrival  or  departure.  And 
1  do  not  rise  now  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  tlie 
senator  from  Massachusetts  is  wrong  in  the  intima- 
tion that  we  should  not  shape  our  legislation  to  suit 
the  views  and  wishes  of  the  Britisii  cabinet.  I  do 
not  say  that  he  is  wrong.  I  rise  only  for  the  purpose 
of  marking  the  fact,  that  but  a  few  months  ago  the 
senalor  was  in  the  habit  of  announcing  the  arrival  o( 
British  steamers  from  a  very  opposite  motive.  Then 
we  had  a  question  about  territorial  boundary  pend- 
ing. Then  we  must  pause  to  learn  what  intelligence 
British  steamers  would  bring, until  some  of  the  news 
papers  said  we  had  belter  have  our  sessions  on  boaid 
the  steamers,  so  that  we  could  more  promptly  shape 
our  legislation  according  to  the  shiflings  of  British 
opinion.  Sir,  1  believe  that  in  this  niatler,  as  in  the 
other  case,  we  ought  to  act  utterly  irrespective  of 
the  legislation  of  Great  Britain — that  we  ought  to 
act  only  in  reference  to  the  general  good  of  the  great 
body  of  the  American  people,  taking  no  heed  of  what 
may  be  said  or  done  on  the  other  side  of  the  water, 
bat  acting  uniformly  in  that  spirit  of  independence 
in  which  our  fathers  acted  when  they  declared  their 
independence. 

Mr.  fVibsltr  rose  to  reply;  but 

Mr.  liagliij,  interposing,  inquired  what  question 
there  was  before  the  senate? 

The  frtsiding  officer.  It  is  a  motion  to  print  the 
papers  [iresenled  by  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  licigliij.     Then  there  is  a  question. 

Mr.  M'rhster.  Certainly.  I  was  about  to  remark, 
Mr.  rresiiltnt,  thai  as  far  as  I  understand  the  re- 
marks of  Ihe  honorable  senalor  from  Ohio  they  do 
not  appear  to  me  to  be  maikcd  by  that  strong  logical 
deduction  which  he  generally  succeeds  in  presenting 
his  argiinieiili  before  the  senate.  'I  he  genllcinaii 
seems  lo  suppose  that  it  is  important,  or  that  I  deem 
it  important,  l)y  what  means  we  have  news  from 
England,  whether  it  comes  by  the  steamer  or  whe- 
ther it  is  telegraphed  trom  Boston.  1  should  hardly 
have  supposed  that  the  gentleman  would  atlrihute  to 
the  mode  of  eonvejance  any  more  than  the  idea  of 
the  rapidity  with  which  it  was  conveyed,  and  that 
the  substantial  thing  was  the  information  of  the  de- 
claration of  that  distinguished  mnn,  the  late  first 
minister  in  England,  that  the  eyes  of  all  England  are 
turned  at  the  present  moment  to  the  proceedings  of 
congress  upon  this  tarill  subject.  Well,  if  this  bo  so, 
it  IS  because  the  people  of  England  have  an  intcicat 


in  the  question.  Now,  sir,  the  honorable  senator 
seems  to  think  that  I  received  news  from  England 
upon  the  Oregon  question  with  very  different  feelmgs. 
Undoubtedly  1  did.  There  was  then  a  national  ques- 
tion pending  between  England  on  the  one  side  and 
ourselves  on  the  other;  and,  as  my  sincere  desire  was 
for  peace,  1  felt  anxious  to  know  if  the  progress  of 
feeling  in  Pingland  were  such  that  we  might  ejpecl 
a  termination  of  the  controversy,  peaceably  and  ho- 
norably to  ourselves.  That  was  an  international 
matter;  it  was  a  question  we  could  not  settle  our- 
selves alone;  and  1  confess  that  I  waited  for  each  ar- 
rival with  some  anxiety,  because  I  desired  peace; 
because  1  anxiously  loo'ked  for  the  moment  when 
that  condition  of  things  should  exist  between  Eng- 
land and  ourselves  which  has  not  existed  since  the 
passage  of  the  stamp  act — that  is,  a  state  of  peace 
with  no  cause  of  quarrel  existing;  for,  from  the  time 
of  passing  Ihe  stamp  act  until  the  fifteenth  day  of 
June  last,  we  have  never  been  without  some  cause 
of  controversy  with  England;  and  I  desired  to  see 
Ihe  last  of  these  matters  settled.  I  have  had  the 
galification  of  seeing  it  settled.  I  have  had  the  grati- 
fication of  seeing  the  relations  between  the  two  coun- 
tries placed  upon  a  permanent  basis  of  friendship, 
peace  and  hamonious  intercourse. 

Now,  IS  there  any  analogy  between  that  case,  in 
which  1  had  a  desire  to  know  the  feelings  of  the  Bri 
tish  government  and  people,  and  this,  which  is  a 
question  of  domestic  polity,  in  which  we  are  bound 
exclusively  to  consult  the  interests  of  our  own  peo- 
ple, and  in  which  England  has  no  right  whatever  to 
interfere.'  Sis,  this  is  an  Americanjqueslioii;  and  1 
can  only  say  that  it  does  seem  lo  me  that,  if  some 
men  in  this  country  had  their  opinions  upon  Ameri- 
can policy,  upon  our  own  domestic  policy,  as  much 
quoted  and  praised  as  the  opinions  of  some  others 
have  been,  there  would  have  been  a  prejudice— nay, 
a  general  clamor  raised  against  them,  as  being  in 
some  sort  submissive  to  British  interests;  as  being 
desirous  of  placing  our  own  interests  secondary  to 
those  of  Great  Britain.  1  do  not  impute  such  a  de- 
sire to  any  one;  but  my  honorable  colleague  the  other 
day  tiuly  said  it  was  a  question  of  preference  to  be 
given  to  lOnglish  labor  or  American  labor — a  question 
between  English  employment  and  American  employ- 
ment. Well,  then,  I  do  say  that  when,  in  the  pen- 
dency of  such  a  question  here  within  these  walls, 
there  comes  one  voice  from  England,  and  another 
and  a  very  loud  voice  from  Pennsylvania,  from  the 
laboring  cWssea  of  this  community — I  do  say  it  is  an 
extraordinary  conjuncture  of  circumstances,  and  1 
am  sure  Ihe  hohorable  senator  from  Ohio  will  think 
Ihat  it  is  so.  1  repeat,  in  this  proceeding,  1  accuse 
no  body  — far  from  it— of  having  any  disposition  to 
postpone  the  interests  of  his  own  country  to  those  of 
anv  other  country  under  heaven.  But  I  must  speak 
of'measuies  according  to  their  character  and  ten- 
dency. And  in  questions  between  us  and  our  great 
manufacturing  rivals,  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  and 
ears  to  what  we  see  and  hear  of  the  opinions  of  those 
rivals.  1  do  not  wish  at  this  time  to  pursue  those 
observations;  another  and  more  fitting  opportunity 
will  be  afforded  me. 

Mr.  Speight  said  he  believed  the  hour  had  arrived 
for  the  consideration  of  the  treasury  note  bill.  He 
moved,  therefore,  that  the  senate  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  that  bill. 

'i'he  presiding  cfficir  remarked  that  some  disposi- 
tion must  be  made  of  the  pending  question. 

Mr.  Sevier  said  he  thought  the  same  direction 
ought  to  be  given  to  this  document  which  was  given 
to  the  petition  presented  the  other  day  by  the  senator 
from  Massachusetts.  He  moved  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  printing. 

Mr.  C'nnifi-oji  acquiesced  in  this  motion,  and  it  was 
accordingly  referred. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  senate  preceded  to 
ihc  consideration  of  the  treasury  note  and  loan  bill. 

Mr.  Evat!S,  rose  and  said  that  when  he  requested 
a  poslponenient  of  Ihe  consideralion  of  this  bill  yes- 
terday, it  was  his  inleiilion  to  examine  its  details 
carelully  to  see  whether  it  was  conformable  lo  exisi- 
ing  laws,  and  whether  it  was  guarded  in  the  man- 
ner usual  to  bills  of  this  description.  Me  regretted 
that  he  not  jet  had  it  in  his  power  to  do  so;  he  had 
not  even  been  able  to  read  the  bill,  but  he  did  not 
rise  to  oppose  its  passage.  He  did  not  intend  to  op- 
pose it  in  any  way;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  in  favor 
of  its  [lassage  unless  some  evils  were  pointed  out  in 
Ihc  details  of  the  hill  whirh  required  amendment. — 
He  was  in  favor  of  its  speedy  passage.  He  thought 
it  hiid  already  been  delayed  too  long,  and  ho  regret- 
ted that  those  who  had  charge  of  the  measure  had 
permitted  it  to  bo  delayed  until  the  treasury  was  in 


a  state  of  so  great  exigency  Ihat  they  were  called  on 
to  pass  the  bill  with  the  utmost  expedition,  in  order 
lo  relieve  the  government  from  embarrassment  in 
its  tinapcial  operations.  This  used  to  be  the  mode 
of  proceeding,  it  was  true.  lie  recollected  that  in 
the  years  18.37,  '33,  and  '39,  when  a  war  was  being 
carried  on — not  so  large  a  war  as  ihe  one  they  were 
now  engaged  in,  however — there  was  a  deficiency  of 
revenue,  and  treasury  notes  were  resorted  to;  but 
not  until  they  were  obliged  to  adopt  some  expedietjt 
for  supplying  the  present  wants  of  the  government; 
and  so  it  appeared  to  be  now.  The  measure  was 
delayed  until  they  could  delay  it  no  longer;  and  then 
if  the  assent  of  senators  was  withheld  from  the  pro- 
posed measure,  they  were  charged  with  obstructing 
the  operations  of  the  government  in  a  time  of  war. 
He  had  hoped  that  this  practice  would  be  disconti- 
nued, and  that  those  whose  business  it  was  to  take 
care  that  the  treasury  should  not  be  subjected  to  any 
straits  or  embarrassments,  would  look  far  enough 
ahead  and  bring  forward  their  measures  at  so  early 
a  period  Ihat  they  might  be  at  least  examined  be- 
fore they  were  adopted.  He  hoped  Ihat  this  would 
be  the  case  hereafter.  Honorable  senators  on  the 
other  side  would  recollect  that  he  had  urged  it  upon 
the  committee  of  finance  more  than  a  month  ago  to 
bring  forward  this  measure.  It  certainly  would 
have  relieved  the  money  market  very  much,  and 
greatly  facililaled  the  operations  of  the  government. 
For,  although  the  government  had  money  enough, 
yet  it  could  not  easily  be  drawn  out  of  its  deposito- 
ries and  transmilled  to  distant  places  without  very 
great  inconvenience;  and  every  body  must  see  that  it 
would  be  better  to  have  prepared  for  this  emergency 
at  an  early  day.  He  was  not  one  of  those  who  en- 
tertained any  constilutional  doubts  as  to  the  power 
of  the  general  government  to  issue  treasury  notes; 
he  had  advocated  their  issue  against  his  associates 
in  the  other  house  when  it  was  found  impracticable 
lo  procure  duties  sufficient  for  revenu";  but  he  could 
not  help  feeling  that  they  were  aggrieved  in  having 
this  measure  delayed  until  the  last  moment,  when 
there  was  no  opportunity  for  preparing  such  a  mea- 
sure as  they  might  deem  the  most  desirable  under 
the  circumstances.  But  he  was  in  lavor  of  the  pas. 
sage  of  this  bill  because  it  was  required  immediate- 
ly, and  because  he  helieved  that  the  issue  of  treasu- 
ry notes  was  preferable  to  contracting  a  loan,  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  drawing  away  capital  lothe 
extent  of  such  a  loan  from  general  circulalion, 
whereas  treasury  notes  added  to  the  circulation,  and 
we'ea  perfectly  good  and  safe  currency  unless  a 
greater  amount  were  issued  than  they  could  keep  in 
circulalion.  He  would  support  this  bill,  therefore — 
trusting,  however,  that  the  full  amount  of  ten  mil- 
lions would  not  bo  issued,  but  that  the  amount  would 
be  divided  between  the  issue  of  notes  and  a  loan. 

But  he  could  not  refrain  from  observing  that  a 
strange  spectacle  was  here  presented.  They  found 
themselves  under  an  imperious  necessity  to-day  to 
pass  this  bill,  because  the  treasury  was  in  difficulty; 
they  found  themselves  obliged  to  go  on  and  pass  this 
bill,  and  issue  ten  millions  of  dollars  in  treasury 
noles,  or  borrow  money  lo  that  amount,  at  the  very 
instant  when  they  were  proposing  to  give  away  eight 
or  nine  millions  of  dollars  of  revenue.  He  had  al- 
ways supposed  that,  whenever  the  government  con- 
tracted a  debt  in  any  form,  they  were  bound  to  pro- 
vide for  the  redemption  of  that  debt,  if  possible,  at 
the  time  of  contracting  it.  These  notes  were  to  be 
redeemed  within  a  year,  and  he  desired  to  be  inform- 
ed by  the  chairman  of  the  commitlee  on  finance 
how  he  expected  that  they  were  lo  bo  taken  up.' — 
What  provision  was  to  be  made  to  meet  Ibis  debt  at 
the  time  it  became  due.'  That  time  would  come;and^ 
if  they  were  not  prepared  to  redeem  their  noles^ 
they  would  be  paid  into  the  custom  houses,  and  the 
revenue  would,  to  that  extent,  bo  diminished.  What 
provision  was  intended  to  be  made?  He  had  heard 
of  none.  On  the  contrary,  instead  of  keeping  Ihcia- 
selves  in  a  condition  to  meet  the  payment  of  that 
debt,  they  were  weakening  their  abilily  to  meet  it. 
They  were  contracting  a  debt,  and,  at  the  same  lime , 
diminishing  their  ability  lo  pay.  And  yet  they  ex- 
pected lo  borrow  money  on  easy  terms.  Hi;  had 
supposed  that  hia  friends  over  the  way  entertained  a 
horror  against  debt,  and  that  nothing  but  the  most 
extreme  necessity  would  compel  them  to  contiact 
one.  But  here  they  were  incurring  a  debt,  while 
they  were  going  on  augmenting  their  expenditures, 
and  at  the  same  time  abandoning  a  certain  source  of 
revenue  instead  of  augmenting  their  means.  Ho 
must  say  that  ho  never  before  saw  or  heard  of  so 
extraordinary  a  proceeding.  How  would  they  man- 
age when  the  noles  became  due?  Were  they  lo  be 
reissued?  If  not,  the  government  could  not  he  car- 
ried on  for  three  months.  This  was  the  condition  of 
things  hi  1837.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  came 
lo  them,  and  in  piteous  tones  asked  for  relief  from 
the  cmbairassmenl  under  which  the  treasury  labored 
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by  llie  issue  of  treasury  notes.  He  told  them  it  was 
but  anticipating  tlic  revenue,  and  that  there  would 
be  abundant  means  for  the  payment  of  those  notes 
when  they  became  due;  but,  instead  of  this  being  ihe 
case,  the  notes  were  returned  iiitii  the  custom  lious- 
cs,  and  he  was  forced  to  come  again  to  congress,  and 


Again,  I  ask  how  will  you  meet  the  payment  of]  Tlipse  arc  my  objections  to  the  bill,  and  this  is 
your  treasury  notes?  Yon  never  will  by  the  policy  i  practical,  and  will  require  a  vote  from  the  senate, 
which  you  are  pursuing.  1  have  said,  however,  that  1 1  have  another  objection,  not  to  any  particular  clause 
the  wants  of  the  treasury  arc  very  greatjand, therefore,  ;  m  the  hill,  but  tn  the  policy  of  resorting  thus  early 
I  think  that  this  bill  ought  to  pass.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  I  m  our  war  willi  Mexico  to  an  issue  of  government 
think  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  bas  given  us  I  paper. 

Forty  years  ago,  Mr.  President,  when  I  was  a  stu- 


lo  confe-s  that  his  scheme  did  not  work,  and  that  he  j  the    most    favorable    estimate   for  himself;  and  if  I  ^  ^ _^^  _ ^ 

was  still  out  of  money.  Congress  gave  him  the  pow-j  can  help  him  out  a  little,  and  make  things  look  a  lit-  !  ^j,n(  at'law,  1  rc^id  in  one  of  my  'books— anEngliJh 
er  to   reissue  the    notes,  and   this  practice   had  bpeii  |  tie  better,  1  feel  bound  to  do  it.  In  the  report  of  the    i,(,oi(_  ^f  course— these  words: 
kept  up  ever  since.     Supposing  it  had  been  refused, !  secretary  which    was  communicated    to  congress  by  i      ..ir  „„.,„.„,,,,.,;„,/-;„,  Wiiii-.m-,  .;,«„  i,„j  »- 
wJuld 'not  the  whole  coim.ry  have  rung  with  denun- 1  the  president   on  the    16lh  of  June,  he   goes  into  an  j  „„,  ,,   "  ^"tn-  as    heir   e  Jiom-ie,  Kste^l   cvp^ 
ciations  against  congress  fo/refusing  to  provide  that    examination  of  the  condition  of  the  treasury.  ru's'sr:  t'han  ^e^':  now  a"nl"l'irrals:  ^n'  t^ir 

expedicnl?  He  put  it  to  the  gentleman  to  say  how  [Mr.  E.  here  proceeded  to  show  that  an  under-  account,  they  would  in  time  of  war  have  borne  no 
otherwise  they  were  to  do?  They  might  abandon  ]  estimate  of  the  available  funds  in  the  treasury  had  |  greater  burthens  then  they  have  bequeathed  to  and 
their  revenue  if  they  pleased, and  borrow  money  Ojbeen  made, amountingtoscveralmillionsof  dollars.]  [settled  upon  their  posterity  in  time  of  peace  and 
replace  il;  but  he  could  tell  them  that  they  would  |  But,  notwithstanding  all  this,  (ho  said,)  in  view  ofLpight  have  been  caacd  the  instant  the  exigencv  was 
never  pjy  a  dollar  of  It;  never  redeem  their  credit,  i  the  present  extraordinary  expenditures  of  the  go- 1  o,er. 
nor  rcslore  the  treasury  to  a  flourishing  state,  until  '  vernment,  even  if  they  passed  this  bill  for  the  issue  ' 
thoj  restored  the  du'.ies   which  they  were  abandon- 1  of  treasury  notes,  there  would  be  an  absolute  neces- 


exigency  was 


The  lesson   inculcated  in   these  words  sunk  deep 


ing.     They   might  prostrate  the  financial  allairs  of  |  sity  for  an^xtra  session  to  pass  another  similar  bill.  '  ^f°^\'^5'„;';.'y:^;f'|'„.';f  "'''^'V'"  "''.' T" '' ^ 

the  country,  and  leave   it  to  others  to  restore  them,  i  or  else  it  would  have  to  be   first  thing  (if  deferred)    """'    °  ""    "     "   '""'"""■  "   "°  •"  

as  had  been  done  before;  it  would  not  be  the  first  time  i  at  the  next  session  of  congress. 


that  the  task  of  restoring  prosperity  and  replen 
ing  the  treasury  had  devolved  upon  the  whig  party,  I 
who  generally  remained  in  power  long  enough  to  1 
elfecl  this,  and  were  then  displaced  by  their  oppo-  1 
nents,  who  took  great  credit  to  Ihe'.nselves  forsliil-j 
ful  management.  He  had  not  intended  to  touch  atj 
all  upon  these  matters  when  he  rose.  He  had 
thought,  nay,  he  had  almost  vowed,  he  would  not  j 
again  speak  of  th 


r  be  my  lot  lo  have  any  share  in  the  management 
of  the  public  affairs  of  my  country.  The  great  prin- 
ciple of  the  lesson  is,  that  every  generation  should 
He  had  fell  bound  to  trespass  upon  the  time  of  the  ,  bear  its  own  burdens,  and  not  cast  them  upon  poste- 
senate  in  order  lo  make  these  explanations,  and  to  l  riij;  and  if  a  principle,  so  wise  and  just  in  itself, 
warn  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  rocks  upon  1  needed  any  illustration  or  confirmation,  it  would  be 
which  they  were  about  to  suffer  shipwreck.  The  found  in  the  subsequent  history  of  the  countrv  in 
treasury  must  unavoidably  be  greatly  embarrassed,  j  ,vhieh  the  words  of  the  lesson  werewiitten.  'Mr. 
and  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  they  would  devise  car- ,  j„siiee  Blackstcne  wrote  them  in  1777.  The  British 
ly  and  prompt  measures  to  avert  Ihe  embarrassment.  ;  jebt  was  then  about  one  hundred  and  forty  millions 
lienlon  rose,  he   said,  not  for  the  purpose  of   of  pounds  sterling,  and  Ihe  interest  and  costof  man- 


M 


anxious  sohcuude  to  arrive  at  correct  results  in  a 
matter  so  vitally  affecting  the  revenue  of  the  go. 
Ternment  and  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country, 
to  confer  with  genllemen  of  skill  and  experience, 
not  only  in  the  treasury,  but  also  with  others  resid- 
ing in  Ihe  great  mcrceniile  citiesof  the  Union,  whose 
presence  could  be  obtained  without  unnecessary  de- 
lay." 

He  had  no  doubt  that  the  secretary  had  been  most 


UIIIV       »»   licit      lliak        >»  CI3        lUllllU        lll9UUII..ICIIi.  IJO     UlVJ**iU  .  ,        .  1  .L        .  I 

to  Strike  out  the  clause  authorizing   the  issue  of  the  '  P'^J'  =",!,  "  S""! '''"'': '°  ^°  '     V  ^f '■'  ^'"^  "'  ""/:'''  ^' 
„„,^^  °  possible  must  pay  the  debt  which  it  creates.     Taxa- 

tion is  the  mode  to  do  that;  and  where  taxation  is  in- 


I  have  some  objections  to  this  bill — some  to  a  pro- 
vision in  the  bill   itself — some  to   the   policy  of  re- 


adequate,  short   loans,  to   be   repaid    by    those  who 
make  them,  is  the   substitute.     A   governmcnl  issue 


sorting  so  early  to  an  issue  of  government  paper.—  of  treasury  paper-called  exchequer  bills  in  Great 
My  objection  to  the  bill  is  in  the  authority  which  it  UiUain,  and  treasury  notes  in  the  United  Slates- 
confers  lo  reissue  the  ten  millions  of  treasury  notes  should  be  the  last,  and  almost  the  desperate  re- 
authorized  to  be  issued.     The  reissue  is  a  dep.irture  j  source  of  any   government.     These   are  the       ' 


truth,  and  that  he  had  a  perfect  conviction  of  the 
justness  of  his  views  and  the  soundness  of  the  con- 
clusions at  which  he  had  arrived;but  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  point  out  certain  errors  or  misapprehensions 
in  this  amended  estimate  of  the  secretary,  which 
were  apparent  at  the  very  first  view. 

Mr.  Siv'ur,  called  the  honorable  senator  to  order. 


and  destroyed  when  redeemed:  this  bill  authorizes  a  ^  ;„  banks,  found  itself  one  morning  without  a  shil- 
reissue,  and  of  course  puts  the  note  in  circulation  |,ng  ,„  hand;  and  congress  was  called  together  to 
again  instead  of  destroying  it.  To  this  reissue  I  provide  the  means  of  keeping  the  government  alive 
have  two  objections— first,  because  It  makes  a  paper  ji  wag  a  case  of  life  or  death;  and  the  proceeds  of 
currency  of  our  treasury  notes,  and  assimilates  them  taxes  would  have  been  entirely  too  slow  to  have  pre- 
lo  common  bank  notes;  and,  next,  because  it  de- 1  vented  the  open  and  declared  bankruplcy  of  the  trca 
stroys  the  limitation  on  the  amount  to  be  issued.—  '  ^^ry.  Under  these  circumstances,  ihe  recourse  of 
The  limitation  on  the  issue   is  ten  millions;  the  reis- [  taxation  was  impossible;  a   temporary  loan  was  the 


taiD  that  it  must  be  entirely  unintentional,  because  it 
was  so  plain  and  palpable  that  it  never  could  have 
been  designed  lo  mislead  any  body. 

[Mr.  E.  here  entered  into  an  examination  of  the 
calculations  and  estimates  of  the  secretary,  showing 
a  very  large  discrepancy  between  the  result  arrived 
at  by  the  secretary  and  the  result  of  calculations 
made  my  himself  founded  upon  the  same  basis.] 

This,  then,  (continued  Mr.  E  )  is  to  be  the  condi- 
tion of  the  treasury  according  lo  their  own  showing. 
How,  then,  was  the  payment  of  these  treasury  notes 
to  be  provided  for?  But  he  wanted  to  say  a  word  or 
two  more  as  to  the  manner  in  which  those  tables  had 
been  made  up.  The  object  of  the  secretary  was  lo 
show  that  this  bill  would  yield  as  much  revenue  as 
the  bill  that  was  lo  be  repealed;  and  he  got  at  this 
by  saying  that  ihey  must  allow  eight  and  one-sixth 
per  cent,  lor  the  increase  of  population  from  the 
30th  June,  1S45,  to  the  3Uth  November,  1817.  But 
suppose  the  present  tariff  law  were  not  repealed, 
would  there  not  be  the  same  increase?  Give  us  (said 
Mr.  E.)  an  increase  of  eight  and  one-sixlh  per  cent. 
with  our  present  bill,  and  we  will  keep  two  or  three 
millions  ahead.  And,  what  is  somewhat  extraordi- 
nary, too,  the  secretary,  in  his  estimate,  makes  all 
goods  that  come  into  the  country  by  reason  of  Ibis 
increase,  dutiable. 


bond  of  the  government,  to  be  paid  when  due,  and  gorernment  papeT-nioney.""  Tne 'act  "of  1837  wa- 
when  paid,  extinguished:  but,  to  be  paid,  and  put  guarded,  and  doubly  guarded,  against  that  evil- first" 
out  again,  is  to  do  like   the  banks;  and  this  I  cannot  ■   •  ' 


reissue  them  as  often  as  taken  up,  is  loo  much  Ilk 
banking  for  me — modern  banking,  where  the  same 
note  is  shullkd  out  again  and  again  as  long  as  it  will 
hold  together.  This  would  reduce  our  sub-treasurer 
to  something  like  a  cashier  of  a  modern  bank — re- 
issuii'g  the  same  paper  ad  injinitum.  Even  banks  did 
not  do  this  in  the  beginning — in  their  belter  days. — 
The   Bank    of  England   did   not   reissue   for  a  long 


but  with  a  revulMon  of  stomach  almost  convulsive, 
and  Willi  a  mi.-giving  of  the  heart  which  proved  to 
be  prophetic.  In  a  little  lime  the  guards  were  all 
broken  down;  reissues  of  the  same  notes  were  le- 
galized; and  thtbe  notes  entered  and  left  the  treasury 
as  bank  noles  enter  and  leaie  a  bank.  Of  course  I 
did  not  vote  lor  this  overthrow  of  Ihe  guards  which 
1  had  assisted  to  set  up;  bit  the  want  of  my  vole 
•  "••-■  i  made  no  difl'ercnce.    Tlie  mischief  had  been  dune  in 

Mr.  Rcveidij  Johnson,  from   his  seat.     Il  does  not  ]  the  first  step;  once  issued,  treasury  notes  were  sliong 
reissue  now:  it  pays  and  cancels  each  nole.  enough   lo  reissue  themselves,  and  slide  into  paper 

IS] r.  Benton.  Good'  Let  our  government  not  re-  '^"■^'^'^"'^J"" 
duce  our  iub-treasury  below  the  Bank  of  England  'I'hcse  are  my  objections  to  the  bill  itself,  and  of 
as  a  paper  machine.  Let  us  cancel  the  notes  when  ,  its  policy.  The  policy  of  this  early  resort  to  a  means 
paid,  and  have  no  paper  currency.  1  will  therefore  j  of  supporting  the  government,  which,  from  its  dan- 
move  lo  strike  out  the  clause  of  re-issue  in  the  bill;  ]  gcrous  and  seductive  nature,  should  be  left  for  Ihe 
and  if  Ihat  is  struck  rut,  the  bill,  so  far  as  1  am  con- 1  last,  and  Ihe  alinoht  desperate  resource.  Taxation 
cerned,  may  take  its  course.  |  should  be  the  first  resor'j  and  here  I  must  say  that  I 
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utterly  object  to  the  omissiom  of  any  fair  object  of 
taxalion  Iroin  our  revenue  bill.  Tea  and  coffee  are 
lell  out  of  Itiai  bill.  Certainly  I  should  like  to  leave 
Ihera  out,  and  a  great  many  others,  if  there  was  no 
necessity  for  taxation.  But  there  is  necessity.  This 
treasury  note  bill  proves  the  necessity,  and  I  am  fur 
taxnig  ;.ll  objects  fairly  taxable.  Taxes  first,  loans 
next,  treasury  notes  last,  is  my  creed;  and  I  have  no 
idea  of  flinching  from  my  own  duties  under  the  as- 
sumption that  the  people  will  not  do  theirs.  It  is 
the  duly  of  every  generation  to  pay  its  own  debts  as 
well  as  to  fight  its  own  battles.  Our  constituents 
will  pay  a  tax  on  tea  and  coffee,  if  necessary,  and 
that  lax  IS  now  necessary.  But  a  modern  idea  has 
sprung  up,  that  tea  and  cofl'ee  are  necessaries  of  life, 
and  must  be  free,  while  iron,  salt,  woollens,  and  fire 
pay  tax.  According  to  this  idea  tea  and  coffee  are 
the  first  of  necessaries;  and  if  the  question  of  Cassius 
to  Brutus  should  be  answered,  Upon  lehal  meal  doth 
this  our  Julius  feed?  the  answer  would  be  tea  and 
collet!  Not  so  tiie  people.  They  are  as  honest  as 
brave — as  ready  to  pay  their  own  deb'.s  as  to  fi^ht 
their  own  battles.  We  have  no  wars  in  which  the 
people  have  no  interest:  our  wars  are  their  wars; 
not  so  Willi  Great  Britain  when  the  foundation  of 
her  public  debt  was  laid  on  loans  and  exchequer  bills 
in  the  tune  of  King  William  and  his  successors  of 
the  liniise  of  Hanover.  Continental  wars,  were  their 
portions  with  the  houses  of  Orange  and  Hanover. — 
Security  of  the  Dulch  barrier,  reduction  of  the 
French  monarchy,  settlement  of  the  Spanish  suc- 
cession, maintenance  of  the  Germanic  liberties,  were 
then  the  ciuses  of  English  wars.  Ministers  and  the 
parliament  were  justly  afraid  to  tax  the  people  lor 
such  wars:  they  therefore  taxed  posterity!  They 
made  loans  and  issued  exchequer  bills;  and  of  the 
burdens  which  these  threw  upon  posterity  it  was  that 
Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  so  justly  complained.  But 
our  wars  are  our  own;  they  are  the  v\ars  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  people  are  as  honest  as  brave,  and  will 
pay  their  own  debts  as  well  as  fight  their  own  bat- 
tles. They  will  pay  a  tax  on  tea  and  coffee  rather 
than  go  in  debt;  they  will  bear  burthens  rather  than 
throw  them  upon  their  posterity.  What  father  is 
willing  to  throw  debts  upon  his  son?  What  govern- 
ment wojld  wish  to  burthen  posterity?  Every  gene- 
ration will  have  its  own  burthens  to  bear — its  own 
battles  to  figiit,  and  its  own  taxes  to  pay — and  should 
not  be  burilicned  with  the  debts  of  its  ancestors. — 
The  present  enormous  British  debt  has  its  origin  in 
the  unwiae  und  cowardly  policy  of  throwing  bur- 
dens upon  posterity;  let  us  avoid  what  we  have  seen 
so  fatal  among  our  English  ancestors. 

Tuxes  first,  loans  next,  treasury  paper  last,  are 
my  resources;  but  here  we  begin  with  paper;  lor,  al- 
though the  bill  has  an  alternative  clause  that  the 
president  may  either  borrow  or  issue  notes,  yet  the 
alternative  is  nothing.  The  issue  of  the  notes  is  the 
easy  and  the  seductive  course;  and  for  tlie  same  rea- 
son that  v.e  refuse  to  order  the  loan,  he  will  refuse 
to  make  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  this  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
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The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  trea- 
sury and  loan  bill — the  pending  quesiion  being  on 
Mr.  Benton's  motion  to  strike  out  the  clause  relating 
to  the  reissue  of  the  treasury  notes. 

The  aim-iidment    was  opposed   by    Messrs.  ,Vi(es 
and  EvdMS.ainl  supported  by  Mr.  J  J\l,  Clayton. 
Mr  Jlii/Zti- ex  pressed  his  views  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

The  question  was  put  upon  the  amendment,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  rose,  and  said  that  he  wished  to 
a39ii;n  very  briefly  the  reasons  tor  the  vote  which  he 
was  about  lo  give.  This  bill,  (he  said),  was  a  loan 
bill;  and  iis  object  was  to  raise  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  bill  proposed  two  modes  of  raising  the 
money,  one  l.y  a  direct  loan  and  the  other  by  the 
issue  of  liea.'ury  notes.  He  was  opposed  to  striking 
out  the  clause  authorising  the  reissue  of  the  notes. 
The  reason  assigned  by  the  senator  fro.n  Missouri 
for  striking  out  that  clause  v\'a3  Ihat  wc  might  not 
create  a  debt  of  more  than  ten  millions.  'J'his  he 
held  was  impossible.  His  own  reason  against  ttnkiiig 
It  out  was  tins:  his  opinion  was  that  it  would  enable 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  lo  make  a  loan,  if  one 
were  nenessary,  on  far  better  terms  than  he  c.iuld 
otherwise  do.  Ho  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
that  he  had  departed  in  the  slightest  degree  from  the 
opinion  he  expressed  in  the  early  part  of  t!io  session, 
that  the  very  first  step  in  preparation  for  war  is  to 
establish  a  good  system  of  finance.  'I'lie  only  proper 
way  of  meeting  the  expenses  of  a  war  is  by  taxation, 
'i'liat  is  at  once  the  leasl  biirdeiisumu  and  llic  most 
honest  method.  But  there  is  another  and  stronger 
reason:  unless  you  resort  to  a  good  system  of  taxa- 


tion, your  borrowing  must  be  upon  the  most  usu- 
rious terms.  If  it  shall  turn  out  when  we  shall  meet 
here  in  December  next,  that  our  expenditures  have 
greatly  overrun  the  income  of  the  loan,  even  the 
most  prompt  action  will  not  enable  the  government 
to  borrow  but  at  a  very  high  rate.  The  only  possible 
excuses,  in  his  opinion,  for  not  having  organized  at 
this  session  an  adequate  system  of  taxation  are  two: 
first,  because  we  havf'  got  into  the  war  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly;  and,  secondly,  because  the  impression 
has  prevailed  that  the  war  may  be  a  very  short  one. 
He  trusted  that  the  war  may  lurn  out  to  be  a  short 
one;  for,  if  it  be  not  a  short  war,  it  will  prove  a  most 
expensive  war;  and,  in  proportion  to  its  expense,  it 
will  prove  one  of  the  most  onerous  wars  ever  waged. 
The  very  fact  that  the  money  has  to  be  spent  in 
another  country  and  upon  the  most  distant  frontier, 
will  make  a  given  amount  of  expendilure  vastly  more 
oppressive  than  if  the  money  were  expended  within 
our  borders;  and  the  Irulh  of  this  will  be  felt  should 
the  war  unfortunately  continue,  which  he  hoped  it 
would  not.  But  really,  (Mr.  C.  said)  he  could  ofler 
no  excuse  why  duties  have  not  been  laid  on  coffee 
and  tea.  It  was  so  clearly  right — it  was  so  evidently  | 
proper  as  a  tax,  even  in  peace — so  pre-eminently 
prooer  in  time  of  war,  that,  in  his  opinion,  no  apolo- 
gy for  not  imposing  that  tax  can  be  offered.  The 
lacl  thai  we  have  not  resorted  to  it,  will  be  attribut- 
ed to  a  motive,  in  his  opinion,  well  calculated  to 
shake  the  credit  the  nation,  should  loans  be  necessa- 
ry. It  will  be  supposed  that  we  are  afraid  to  meet 
the  moneyed  responsibility  of  war — the  only  great 
responsibility  of  a  country  at  war  in  modern  times. 
There  is  no  responsibility  in  getting  men — in  getting 
volunteers.  We  have  the  largest  body  of  ardent, 
pati  iotie,  enterprising  youth  in  the  world,  in  propor- 
tion to  our  population — anxious  to  rush  into  war — of 
which  we  have  had  ample  testimony.  Thousands 
have  flocked  to  your  standard  who  could  not  be  per 
milted  to  become  volunteers.  The  struggle  was  not 
who  should  reoiain,  but  who  should  go  forth  lo  de- 
fend the  country.  The  responsibility  is  to  meet  the 
expi  use;  and  he  thought  no  apology  could  be  oflered 
for  the  neglect  m  providing  means  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense by  imposing  a  tax  on  the  two  articles  which 
he  had  named.  He  made  this  declaration  to  free 
himself  from  any  responsibility  on  account  of  that 
neglect.  He  trusted  that  a  bill  would  be  introduced 
before  the  end  of  the  session  to  impose  this  duty,  if 
there  was  the  least  doubt  that  a  sufficient  amount 
could  not  be  raised  under  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  UVfcslfr  said  he  thought  the  amendment  was 
calculated  to  defeat  the  main  objects  of  lue  bill,  and 
Iherel'nre  he  could  not  vote  for  it.  He  ilidnotsee 
that  the  reissue  of  the  notes  would  a  i-inent  Ihe 
amount  of  the  debt  any  more  than  the  reissue  of  bank 
otes  would  enlarge  the  circulation  of  the  banks 
/hicli  issued  them.  It  was  a  matter  entirely  for  the 
discretion  of  the  government  to  reissue  the  notes,  if 
the  exigency  of  the  case  required  it. 

Mr.  £eii(on  addressed  the  senate  as  follows:  Mr. 
President;  while  the  debate  has  been  going  on  this 
morning,  1  have  taken  the  trouble  to  look  over  the 
act',  passed  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain 
for  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  'i'hese  acts  were 
six  in  number,  and  they  were  the  first  ever  issued 
under  the  auihority  of  this  government — so  sloiv 
were  the  founders  of  this  government  to  commence 
the  business  of  issuing  paper.  1  have  looked  over 
the  whole  of  these  acts,  and  not  one  of  them  contains 
a  clause  of  reissue;  and  every  one  of  them  contains  a 
clause  winch  this  bill  does  not,  and  that  is  a  pruvi 
sion  for  the  payment  of  the  notes.  The  last  of  the 
six  acts  authorises  the  funding  of  the  noles;  so  that 
the  whole  of  the  six  acts  first  passed  by  congress  for 
the  issue  of  treasury  noles  diliered  from  this  bill, 
first,  in  the  great  feature  of  not  being  reissuable,  and, 
next,  in  the  provision  which  is  made  for  the  payment 
of  the  notes.  The  act  of  1837  followed  the  old  acts; 
but  this  departs  from  them  all;  and,  in  that  respect, 
is  condemned  by  the  wisdom  of  our  anceslors.  The 
close  in  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands,  is  in  these  words: 

"That  the  president  of  the  United  States  is  lierebv 
authorised  to  cause  treasury  notes  t6  be  issued  fo'r 
such  sum  or  sums  as  the  exigencies  of  ihe  govern- 
ment may  require,  and  in  place  of  such  of  the  same 
as  may  he  redeemed,  to  cause  others  to  be  issued; 
but  iiul  exceeding  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars 
of  this  emission  outstanding  at  any  one  time,  and  to 
he  issued  under  the  limitations  and  other  provisions 
contained  in  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  issue  of  treasury  notes,"  approved  the  twelfth 
of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven,  except  that  the  auihority  hereby  given  to  is- 
sue treasury  notes  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  one 
year  Iroin  the  passage  of  this  act." 

'I'he  olijectionabla  feature  of  this  clause  is  in  the 
words  which  authorise  other  notes  to  be  issued  in 
[ilace  of  those  redeemed.  This  is  paying  paper  with 
papei:  it  is  banking.     And  why  is  it  now,  for  the 


first  time  put  into  a  treasury  note  bill?  Admitting 
that  a  clause  of  reissue  was  subsequently  added  to 
the  act  of  1837,  by  a  supplementary  act,  yet  that  ad- 
dition was  so  odious  to  the  hard  money  part  of  the 
democracy  that  they  relused  to  vote  for  it.  The 
loss  of  their  voles,  however,  was  supplied  by  the  ac- 
quisition of  others — by  the  acquisition  of  all  the 
friends  of  banking,  local  and  national.  This  bill, 
departing  from  all  those  of  the  war,  and  also  fiom 
the  act  of  1807,  authorizes  the  reissue  of  notes;  and 
in  that  respect  makes  an  open  and  long  step  towards 
national  banking.  To  be  sure,  the  word  reissue  is 
not  in  Ihe  clause,  but  it  is  the  same  thing.  Other 
notes  are  to  be  issued  in  place  of  the  noles  redeem- 
ed; and  thus  poper  is  paid  with  paper.  In  that  we 
imitate  the  banks.  But  gentlemen  console  them- 
selves with  the  proviso  that  no  more  than  ten  millions 
shall  be  out  at  any  one  time.  That  is  no  limitation 
on  the  amount  to  be  issued.  The  same  note  may  be 
issued  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  anoiher  one  from 
the  same  plate  may  be  issued,  and  that,  times  over, 
without  limitation;  and  every  time  the  substitute  is 
issued,  it  creates  a  debt  the  same  as  the  original, 
which  must  be  paid.  The  bill  professes  to  ask  for 
ten  millions:  by  this  reissue,  or  substituted  issue,  the 
ten  millions  may  be  issued  many  times  over.  With 
this  clause  in  the  bill,  no  one  can  tell  how  much  he 
is  voting.  1  cannot.  No  one  can.  If  ten  millions  is 
not  enough,  ask  for  more.  Ask  for  all  that  is  want- 
ed, and  get  it  openly  and  responsibly,  and  not  covert- 
ly and  irresponsibly,  as  this  reissue  clause  will  do  it. 
We  are  in  the  war,  and  we  will  go  through  with  it; 
but  let  lis  see  what  we  do — let  ns  see  the  amount 
which  we  vote.  This  bill  conceals  from  us  the 
amount  of  the  supply  which  we  vote  to  the  treasury. 
On  its  face  is  ten  millions:  with  the  reissue  clause 
it  may  be  as  many  times  ten  millions,  as  the  whole, 
or  a  pari,  may  be  put  out  again.  It  is  a  delusion 
to  speak  of  the  amount  in  circulation  at  one  time: 
it  is  the  aggregate  of  all  Ihe  lime  that  gives  the  mea- 
sure of  ti  e  vote,  and  the  real  amount  which  the 
bill  authorizes.  Geiiilem>;n  say  the  notes  may  return 
promptly  to  the  treasury  in  payment  of  duties.  Very 
good!  they  are  received  in  place  of  money,  and  if  not 
put  out  again,  the  ca^ll  will  come  for  the  duties  the 
next  time.  You  will  get  the  money  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  if  not  at  the  beginning.  But,  under  Ibis  system 
of  reis'-ue,  it  will  be  pajier  all  the  year  round.  Upon 
the  same  principal  thai  Itie  onginLiI  note  comes  back 
iinmedialtly  in  payment  of  dulits,  the  suhstilute  will 
do  the  same;  and  thus  the  treasury  will  have  nothing 
but  paper  in  it.  It  is  the  same  as  if  an  amount  of 
notes  were  authorised  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of 
the  revenue:  in  that  case  the  whole  revenue  would  be 
paid  in  paper,  and  in  the  government's  own  paper, 
and  the  treasurer  would  have  nothing  but  dead  paper 
in  its  coffers. 

Instead  of  unlimitled  issues  of  paper,  they  ought 
only  to  be  limited,  but  limited  to  the  lov»'est  possible 
amount;  and  thus  it  was  in  former  limes.  The  first 
treasury  note  bills  were  for  only  five  millions;  and 
when  larger  sums  v\'ere  authorized,  it  was  a  part  of 
a  loan,  and  only  to  be  resorted  to  after  the  loan  had 
failed,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  failure.  But  here  we 
set  out  not  only  for  a  large  issue  of  ten  millions — 
ilself  double  the  amount  of  the  first  treasury  note 
bill  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain — and  unlimited  at 
that  time.  The  reissue  may  make  il  double  ten,  and 
it  will  only  be  after  all  the  issues  and  reissues  are 
over,  and  the  w  hole  added  together,  that  we  shall 
know  the  amuunl  which  Ibis  bill  authorizes.  I  am 
against  such  indefinite  legislation.  1  am  against 
vague,  unlimited  authority  to  create  debt.  I  am 
against  converting  all  our  revenue  into  paper,  and 
that  paper  our  own.  1  object  to  bank  paper,  ami  to 
federal  paper  just  as  much,  or  more.  Mr.  President, 
Ibis  lre;isury  note  bill  is  every  way  objectionable  to 
me — III  Its  detail,  for  the  reissue  feature — in  its  po- 
licy, for  coming  so  early  in  the  war  with  Mexico, 
and  without  laying  the  proper  taxes,  and  without 
wailing  for  the  issue  of  loans.  A  solid  system  of 
finance  can  only  be  bottomed  on  taxation;  loans  are 
only  jiisiitiable  when  taxes  cannot  be  gathered  in 
lime,  or  in  suincient  amount.  As  for  treasury  notes, 
they  are  the   last  thing  to  be  resorted  lo,  and  that  in 

the   uttermost   extremity;  but  now   they  are  first 

They  are  a  facile,  seductive,  insidious,  ruinous  mode 
of  gelling  into  debt,  and  Ihrowing  burdens  upon  pos- 
terity, and  1  abhor  them.  With  great  difficulty  I 
could  be  brought  to  vole  for  the  bill  in  its  best  form; 
but  With  the  clause  of  reissue  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  touch  it. 

Mr.  Pcnnyhacher  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  tl'estcoll  said,  as  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
for,  and  as  he  intended  voting  for  the  amendment  of 
the  senator  from  Missouri,  he  considered  it  due  to 
himself  lo  give  reasons  for  his  vote.  '1  he  provision 
authorizing  the  rc-issue  of  the  treasury  notes  he  re- 
garded as  turning  the  treasury  into  a  sort  of  fede- 
ral bank,  to  issue  without  the  power  of  discouDl,  but 
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liable  to  use  the  iesiies  of  banks,  and  even  somsthaf 
Ihe  slate  corporations  had  not.  This  authonly  to  re 
issue  would  afford  facilities  (or  frauds,  and  confuse 
the  public  accounts  and  business.  Again,  the  issu- 
ing: of  treasury  notes  was  one  form  of  attaining  credit 
by  the  eoveriimenl— was  but  a  mode  of  borrowing,  ' 
This  bill  allowed  ten  millions  to  be  reissued.  Each  i 
lime  these  notes  v/ere  reissued  a  renewal  of  the  loan 
took  place;  it  was  a  new  loan  or  credit  of  ten  mil- 
lions. The  process,  in  fact,  made  the  law  equivalent 
to  a  loan  of  twice  or  thrice  ten  millions. 

Mr.  \V.  said  he  ccnild  not  believe  the  striking  out 
of  this  clause  could  embarrass  the  government  be- 
fore next  session.  But  little  more  th^n  three  months 
would  elapse  before  congress  met  again.  In  the 
mean  time  tho  treasury  had  the  balance  on  hand,  the 
current  accruing  revenue,  and  the  power  to  resort  to 
direct  lo.Tns,  and  then  the  ten  millions  of  treasury 
notes.  Siirelv  there  will  be  ample  resources;  liut, 
if  not,  give  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  treasury 
notes,  but  do  not  turn  the  treasury  into  a  bank  of 
circulation,  into  a  manufactory  of  paper  currency, 
which  may  be  always  kept  up  to  ten  millions.  IVIr. 
W.  said  he  believed  the  bill  all-sullicient  without  tbu 
clause  of  reissue.  This  clau'-e  would  probably  please 
the  brokers  and  the  fund-mongers,  but  he  should  vote 
against  the  bill  if  it  was  retained. 

Mr.  Dayluyt,  lose  to  address  Ihe  senate. 

Mr.  I^etcis,  interposing,  said  that  the  hour  for  pro- 
ceeding to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order  had 
arrived. 

Mr.  Dayton.     I  have  the  floor. 

Mr.  Lncis-  The  special  order  takes  precedent  of 
all  other  business. 

Mr.  Dayton.  I  call  the  honorable  senator  to  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Liwis.  I  have  a  right  to  call  for  the  special 
order. 

Mr.  Dayton.  Not  while  1  havR  the  floor.  As  I 
propose  voting  for  this  bill  in  case  Ihe  amendment 
should  prevail,  I  think  it  proper  lo  say  a  single  word 
in  regard  lo  il.  I  do  not  umlerstand  this  bill  as  au- 
thorizing in  any  shape  Ihe  incurring  of  a  debt  ex- 
ceeding ten  millions,  because,  if  the  notes  are  re- 
issued, you  merely  keep  your  loan  to  that  extent  o( 
the  reifsuc,  which  cannot  exceed  ten  millions.  But 
if  you  authorize  the  issue  of  these  notes,  knowing 
that  they  will  come  in  wilhm  Ihe  year,  you  must  au- 
thorize Iheir  reissue,  or  else  make  provision  for  re- 
placing Ihe  amount  of  such  as  do  come  in  in  some 
way  or  other.  This  last  is  precisely  what  1  desire 
should  be  done.  The  adminislration  are  a'king  us 
to  put  a  floating  debt  upon  Ihe  community  without 
providing  any  morns  for  paying  ii;  and  I  am  dispos- 
ed to  vote  for  this  amendment  because  it  will  force 
them  lo  make  provision  for  its  payment.  If  they 
want  to  create  a  permanent  debt,  by  loan  or  other- 
wise, Set  them  say  so  distinctly. 

Mr.  C'aiiiero.'i,  said  he  had  differed  enlirely  from 
the  view  taken  by  the  senator  from  .Missouri.  If  this 
tariff  bill  were  passed  without  Ihe  power  of  reissu- 
ing the  treasury  notes,  there  would  be  no  relief  af- 
forded, and  it  would  create  great  dislurbsnce  in  the 
affairs  of  the  country.  He  would  not  vote  for  the 
bill  at  all,  were  il  not  that  the  government  was  in  an 
extremity,  from  which  it  could  only  be  extracted  in 
this  way.  But,  if  the  bill  "ere  passed  at  all,  it  ought 
to  pass  in  such  a  shape  that  it  would  be  services, 
ble. 

Mr.  YuUe,  sent  to  the  secretary  to  be  read  an 
amendment  which  he  proposed  to  oH'er,  imposing  a 
duly  of  twenty  percent,  on  tea  and  coU'ee,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  should  be  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  treasury  notes  issued  under  authority  ol 
this  act. 

Mr.  Evans,  desired  to  say  a  single  word.  These- 
nalor  from  New  Jersey  complained  that  the  govern- 
ment proposed  an  issue  of  treasury  notes  wilhoul 
providing  the  ways  and  means  to  redeem  that  issue, 
and  was  disposed  lo  compel  ihem  to  make  such  pro- 
Tision  by  refusing  to  authorize  a  reissue  of  the  notes. 
He  would  tell  the  senator  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  that  amtrdment.  The  issue  would  not  be  made, 
and  the  goTernmenl  would  not  be  under  the  sllghcst 
obligation  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  ef  the 
money  which  they  would  undoubtedly  resort  lo  other 
means  of  raising,  probably  by  a  loan  for  len  years. 
His  desire  was  to  bring  them  up  short. 

Mr.  Dayton,  said  Ihat  would  suit  him  exactly  — 
They  were  either  going  to  create  a  floating  debt  by 
treasury  notes,  or  they  were  going  to  make  a  loan. 
If  Ihey  intended  lo  create  a  permanent  debt,  let 
them  do  il  and  take  the  respoiisihilily . 

After  a  lew  lurlher  remarks  by  Messrs.  Bigby, 
Johnson,  o(  Marjiand,  and  »i//en,  the  question  was 
taken  on  Mr.  Benton's  amcndmenl,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  lo  the  senate,  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  read 
»  third  lime  and  passed. 
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The  senato,  as   in   committee  of  Ihe   whole,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  Lnois  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  as  fol-  j 
lows:  From  my  position  in  the  committee  of  finance,  | 
it  becomes  my  duty  to  present  to  the  consideration 
of  the  senate  the  result  of  sueh  attention  as  I  have 
been  able  to  bestow  on  the  bill  now  before  this  body. 
I  regret  that  owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  time 
which  circumstances  have  permitted  for  the  exami- 
nation of  the  bill,  and,  from  thus  being  deprived  of 
much  valuable  aid  which  1  might  otherwise  have 
obtained  from  Ihe  treasury  department,  my  review 
of  Ihe  provisions  of  Ihe  bill  will  be  necessarily  less 
perfect  that  I  would  have  desired.  In  attempting 
the  discharge  of  Ihe  duly  now  devolving  upon  me,  1 
shall  say  nothing  on  Ihe  protective  ch.iracter  of  llii-i 
bill,  deeply  as  I  feel  interested  in  that  question.  1 
must  leav  •  that  portion  of  Ihe  subject  to  other  and 
abler  band-,  and  examine  ibe  measure  merely  as  a 
measure  nf  revenue,  wiih  the  view  of  ascertaining 
how  far  it  will  sustain  the  financial  purposes  of  Ihe 
government.  As  may  be  readily  conceiverl,  one  of 
the  principal  objections  which  will  be  urged  against 
Ihe  b.U  is  that  founded  on  Ihe  enlirely  ad  valorem 
character  of  its  provisions.  It  appears  to  be  taken 
for  granted  by  gentlemen  that  ad  valorem  duties 
cannot  be  depended  upon  for  revenue,  and  that  in 
order  lo  raise  a  revenue  or  lo  fix  the  duties  at  such 
a  rale  as  will  secure  any  considerable  amount  of  re- 
venue, you  must  resort  to  specific  duties.  This  pro- 
position, in  ray  judgment,  is  one  of  those  axinma- 
tic  errors  whieh  upon  examination  will  be  found  to 
be  wholly  fallacious.  I  think  it  will  be  found  Ihal 
ad  valorem  duties,  which  it  is  admitted  by  all  Ihe 
fairest,  inasmuch  as  Ihey  are  more  open  and  belter 
understood,  will  be  found  fully  adequate  in  raising 
revenue.  But,  under  what  circumstances  are  these 
duties  objected  lor  Under  cireumslances  Ihat  would, 
on  Iheir  very  face,  show — so  far  a^  1  remember — 
Ihal  Ihey  are  more  eflicient  than  specific  duties.— 
By  Ihe  tariff  of  1S42,  Ihe  amount  raised  by  ad  valo- 
rem duties  last  year  was  !j!5,722.811 — raised  from 
specific  duties, '§13,200  118;  and  that,  too,  although 
the  principle  articles  of  heaviest  consumption- 
iron,  sugar,  molasses,  salt — all  these  articles,  in  fact, 
lo  which  it  was  attempted  to  give  the  highest  pro- 
leclion  paid  specific  dimes.  Now  if  it  appears  Ihat 
under  the  ad  valorem  duties,  we  already  raise  much 
more  than  the  half  of  our  revenue,  il  becomes  our 
duty,  before  discrediting  so  large  a  source  of  reve- 
nue, to  inquire  inlo  the  objecliuus  urged  against  this 
ad  valorem  principle,  so  that  it  may  at  least  be  al- 
lowed a  fair  hearing.  It  is  lo  this  investigation  Ihal 
1  now  invite  Ihe  senate.  One  of  the  objections  urged 
against  ad  valorem  duties  is,  that  Ihe  revenue  will 
be  defrauded  by  false  invoices.  1  ask  in  reply  what 
adequate  motive  can  a  man  have  in  making  out  a 
false  invoice?  In  the  first  place,  there  are  the  hea 
viest  penalties  imposed  on  making  out  a  false  in- 
voice. The  offence  is  punished  by  imprisonment  in 
the  state  prison;  and  if  made  oul,  even  innocently, 
the  forfeiture  of  one-half  of  the  goods  is  almost  cer- 
tain. What  llien  is  to  be  gained,  in  the  face  of 
those  penalties,  by  making  out  a  false  invoici.'  1 
hold  in  my  hand  a  slaleuient,  which  has  been  pre- 
pared H  ilh  great  accuracy  for  Ihe  purpose  of  show  ing 
the  amount  which  would  be  gamed  by  undervalua- 
tion. [Mr.  Ij.  then  explained  the  contents  of  the  fol- 
lowing statement.] 

Supposed  cost  of  goods  abroad^lOO;  duties  (20 
per  cent,,)  would  be  §120;  cost  and  duties  equal  to 
§120.  Supposed  under  valuation,  5  per  cent,  would 
leave  §95;  duties  20  per  rent,  on  $95  would  be  $19; 
cost  and  duties  equal  lo  J119— $1  00,  gain  on  which 
is  85-100  per  cent. 

Supposed  cost,  $100;  duties  20  per  cent.,  are  $20; 
cost  and  duties  equal  lo  $120.  At  uijder  valuation  of 
10  per  cent,  is  $90;  duties  (20  per  cenl.)  on  which  is 
$18;  cost  and  dulii  s  equal  lo§118— $2  00,  or  gain  on 
which  IS  1.70-100 per  cent. 

Supposed  cost,  $100;  regular  duties  are  $20;  cost 
and  duties  equal  to  $120.  Under  valuation  at  15  per 
cent,  $85;  duties  on  which  are  §17;  cost  and  duties 
equal  to  $117— $3  00,  gain  on  which  is  2  55  100  per 
cent. 

Supposed  cost,  §100;  regular  duty  is  $20;  cost  and 
duties  §120.  Under  valuation  at  20  per  cent.,  §8"; 
duty  on  iihich  is  §16;  cost  and  duties  $1 16— $4  00, 
gain  on  which  is  3.44-100  per  cent. 

Supposed  cost,  §100;  regular  duly  is  §20  cost;  and 
duty  $120.  Under  valuation  25  per  cent., $75;  duty 
on  which  is  §15;  cost  and  duty,  $1 15 — 5  00,  gain  on 
which  is  4  35-100  per  cenl. 


Supposed  cost,  §100;  duty  on  which  is  $20,  cost 
and  duly  §190.  Under  valuation  at  30  per  cent.,  $70; 
duty  on  which  is  $14;  cost  and  duty  §114_$6  00, 
gain  on  which  is  5  26-100  per  cent. 

Now  I  lake  it  Ihat  before  any  sensible  trader 
would  mikc  out  a  false  invoice,  he  would  pause. — 
No  man  in  bis  sober  senses  would  incur  such  a  risk 
for  su<  h  a  paltry  consideration.  He  would  not  at- 
tempt lo  undervalue  any  article  in  open  market,  Ihe 
value  of  which  would  be  so  well  known  to  an  ap- 
praiser. If  the  dishonest  trader,  who  would  do  such 
a  thing,  should  escape  Ihe  slate  prisim— if  he  should 
escape  Ibe  heavy  forfeiture  of  Ihe  bill  of  1842,  he 
would  gain,  as  shown  by  Ihe  statement,  on  Ibe  high- 
est undervaluation,  but  four  or  five  per  (;ent.  I  say, 
Iheiefore,  Ihat  there  is  no  adequate  motive  for  such 
fradiilent  iiivoires.  Nor  do  1  believe  that  such  are 
ever  made.  I  might  dwell  longer  on  Ibis  point,  but 
1  suppose  enough  has  been  said  to  show  Ihe  futility 
of  Ihe  objection.  But  suppose  tliere  was  an  adequate 
u. olive  on  Ihe  part  of  the  importer  to  induce  him  to 
undervalue  his  goods.  Suppose  he  had  Ihe  prospect 
of  thus  gaining  something  by  succeeding,  or,  in  other 
words,  suppose  Ihat  there  was  a  sufficient  induce- 
ment in  Ihe  case;  yet  he  would  not  succeed.  Why? 
Because,  simply,  the  duties  are  declared  upon  his 
invoice,  but  upon  the  actual  valuation.  Tiie  du- 
ties are  not  founded  on  his  invoice,  though  the  law 
requires  him  lo  make  out  an  invoice,  jet  Ibe  valuers 
are  not  lo  determine  by  that  invoice,  hut  by  many 
invoices.  'Ihe  oflicera  who  value  the  gnoils  are  men 
selected  for  Iheir  experienced  judgment  and  know- 
ledge of  the  goods;  who  are  daily  in  Ihe  habit  of 
appraising  goods,  and  in  that  way,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  constant  association  with  coiuiiiercial  men, 
become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  actual  mar- 
ket lalue  of  Ihe  goods,  arriving  at  ihe  proper  con- 
clusion as  to  ihe  price  of  of  each  arliele.  The  ap- 
praisement, then,  is  not  at  all  controlled  or  infliiei.c- 
ed  by  Ihe  invoice  made  oul  by  the  importer.  On  Ihe 
contrary,  Ihe  valuation  is  made  of  Ihe  gO'  ds  in  the 
foreign  maikei;  and  if  there  is  any  error  made,  it  is 
mere  likely  lo  be  in  favor  of  ihe  government,  as 
there  is  the  strongest  inducement  to  make  the  valua- 
liin  over  and  above  the  invoice.  Now,  1  ask,  is  it 
reasonable  to  suiipose  that  any  three  or  four  practi- 
cal merchants  of  common  intelligence  and  common 
hone-ly  would  appraise  goods  ten  days  before  estab- 
li.-hing  a  unlformily  ol  appraiseminl  and  valuf.'— 
The  goods  are  subject,  I  adu.it,  to  occasional  varia- 
tion in  prices,  but  in  the  main  there  is  uniforniity. 

But  the  appraisers  would  not  be  likely  lo  value  one 
set  of  goods  at  one  value  to-day  and  at  another  value 
to-morrow.  There  will  be  of  necessity  unilormily 
in  their  decisions;  and  if  so,  why  fear  the  drect  of 
undervalualioij?  Is  Ihat  likely  when  it  is  the  direct 
iiitercsl  of  every  man  in  the  custom  house  lo  prove 
that  an  exporter  has  undervalued    his  goods  and   in- 

voiced  them  at  too  low  a  price.'     But  1  go  luiil.er. 

1  will  show  Ihal  so  far  from  the  importer  having  an 
interest  in  undervaluing  his  goods  that  he  has  a  di- 
r-.ct  interest  the  other  way — that  it  is  to  his  advan- 
tage lo  overvalue  his  goods.  How?  Why  lo  avoid 
Ihe  possibility  of  incurring  Ihe  heavy  penally  of  the 
law.  I  have  already  said  that  he  <an  gain  nothing 
by  undervaluing  his  goods  by  making  out  a  false  in- 
voice, as  ihe  appraisers  are  regulated  by  inks 
which  he  cannot  control.  If  he  swears  to  a  cost 
below  the  valuation  of  the  appraisers,  they  at  once 
declare  that  goods  are  placed  by  him  below  their 
value,  &c.,  and  forfeiture  follows,  and  tliat  without 
trial  or  jiiiy.  It  is  a  summary  process.  Very  often 
in  exporter  would  gladly  give  the  value  of  hisgoods. 
He  IS  required  to  give  tlie  cost,  and  complies,  pro- 
testing that  it  is  not  the  value— that  it  is  above  the 
value.  But  Ihe  appraisers  say  Ihat  is  no  eonsidera- 
lioii  to  them;  they  declare  thai  he  has  forfeited  un- 
der the  law,  and  he  is  held  to  the  forfeiture.  1  hold 
in  my  band  a  statement  from  a  reliable  source  illus- 
Iralne  of  this  case.  In  1841,  Mr.  John  A.  New- 
bould,  of  New  Yoik, contracted  with  an  ironmonger 
of  Birmingiiam  for  certain  kinds  of  goods,  to  be  de- 
livered in  equal  quantities  for  five  cons,  culive  years. 
In  the  mean  lime,  iron  rose  in  value  so  much  as  lo 
compel  Ihe  ironmonger  to  raise  the  price  of  his  ar- 
ticle to  all  his  other  cuslomers20  per  cent.  lie  still 
continued  to  send  them  lo  Mr.  Newbould  according 
to  contract.  The  appraisers  at  the  custom  house, 
(djserved  the  discrepancy  between  the  invoices  of 
Mr.  Newbould  and  his  neighbors,  lelt  themselves 
hound  under  Ihe  law  lo  impose  not  only  the  same 
<iuty  as  Ihe  olhers  paid,  but  also  the  penally  of  50 
percent,  required  by  Ihe  act  of  1812.  'Ihe  law 
allowed  no  discretion.  No  body  doubled  (ho  char- 
acter of  Ihe  irah-dction,  as  Mr.  Newbould  ihen,  and 
now,  stood  as  high  as  any  importer  in  New  York.— 
Mr.  Newbould  was  obliged  to  give  up  liisgood  con- 
tract, as  it  was  a  losing  business,  (ireat  numbers 
of  importers  have  thus  been  obligid  to  order  Iheir 
goods   lo   be   invoiced  at   higher  rales,  lo  avoid  Ihe 
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penally.  And  yet  gentlemen  tell  us  that  the  effect  of 
this  law  will  be  to  induce  importers  to  undervalue 
their  goods,  and  thus  cheat  the  government  of  so 
much  revenue. 

Mr  fVebster.  I  hope  the  honorable  member  will 
hand  his  documents  to  the  chair,  or  put  tbiem  in  such 
a  form  lliat  we  can  have  access  to  Ibein. 

Mr.  Lciois.  I  "hall  have  them  published,  sir.  1 
have  thus  shown  that  it  is  a  priviiege  to  allow  over 
valuation  of  good-i,  not  given  by  the  law  of  1342 
hut  given  by  this  bill;  and  in  order  that  all  may  see 
that,  1  ask  the  clerk  to  read  the  eighth  section  of  the 
bill.' 

The  clerk  read  the  section. 

Now,  sir,  this  bill,  as  a  special  favor,  gives  to  the 
importer  the  privilege  of  overvaluation  in  order  to 
avoid  the  consequences  of  undervaluation.  Yet  gen- 
tlemen persist  in  telling  Ihot  because  of  the  frequent 
undervaluation  there  will  be  no  possibility  of  rais- 
ing a  suflicient  amount  of  revenue  by  ad  valorem 
dulies.  There  is  another  argument  urged  against 
this  bill,  and  that  is  that  upon  certain  articles  the 
appraisers  cannot  arrive  at  the  value.  Wines  are 
instanced  in  this  connection.  It  is  said  that  no  ime 
can  from  mere  inspection  and  lasting  of  wines  judge 
of  llieir  value.  Now,  sir,  whether  this  be  true  or 
not  of  the  choicest  quality  of  wines,  I  cannot  say. — 
One  thing,  however,  may  be  said— the  thing  has  not 
been  tried.  When  once  tried,  1  hope  it  will  be  found 
with  regard  to  wines,  as  other  articles,  that  if  indi- 
viduals have  intelligence  enough  to  purchase  them 
judiiiously,  olher  individuals  will  be  fuund  compe- 
tent to  a[)praire  them  intelligently.  1  believe  that 
this  is  the  strongest  case  that  can  be  put;  and  even 
with  regard  to  wines,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
objection  will  not  be  found  to  have  any  practical 
weight — that  if  wines  can  be  purchased  with  judg- 
ment, they  can  also  be  appraised  with  jrdgment. — 
But  it  happens,  singularly  enough,  that,  under  the 
law  of  1842,  ad  valorem  duties  have  been  placed  on 
those  articles  of  which  it  is  the  most  difiijult  to  as-  i 
certain  the  value — those  Uept  out  of  the  prices  cur-  I 
rent,  whilst  specific  duties  have  been  imposed  en 
those  articles  of  which  the  value  is  most  determinate. 
That  is  the  result  of  an  attentive  examination  of  the 
subject.  I  will  name  some  of  these  articles, — 
Coarse  cottons  pay  minimum  duties;  fine  cottons  ad 
valorem  duties;  (fine  fancy  cottons,  the  value  of 
which  no  one  can  tell  till  he  sees  them;)  sewing  silk 
pays  specific  duty;  silk  mixed  wiih  cotton  or  wool, 
the  value  ol  which  is  most  difficult  to  ascertain,  pays 
ad  valorem  duty;  chain  cables,  anchors,  castings- 
articles  at  which  no  one  wishes  to  look  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  value,  judging  solely  by  Iheir  weight — 
pay  specific  duties;  whilst  cassiniere  cloths  and  lin- 
ens—  the  quantity  and  quality  of  winch  can  be  de- 
termined only  by  inspection — pay  ad  valorem  duties. 
It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  this  objection  does 
not  hold  good;  and  that  instead  of  articles,  ihe  value 
of  which  13  uncertain  paying  specific  dulies,  as  the 
reasoning  of  gentlemen  would  lead  us  to  infer,  it  is 
quite  Ihe  reverse,  the  duties  being  in  those  cases  ad 
valorem.  But  the  general  answer  1  made  in  the 
case  of  wines  will  sutiice  for  this  whole  class  of  ar- 
ticles; and  that  answer  is  this,  that  if  any  man  pos- 
sesses intelligence  enough,  on  inspection  of  the  arti- 
cle, to  make  a  judicious  puichase  in  the  foreign 
market,  three  mercliantscan  surely  be  I'ound  in  New 
York,  for  instance,  wilh  equal  intelligence,  and  able 
to  put  a  market  value  on  the  article.  But  if  frauds 
are  necessary  concomitants  of  ad  valorem  duties, 
how  comes  it  that  these  frauds  have  not  been  de- 
tected? We  hear  a  great  deal  of  complaint  from 
the  manufacturers,  but  from  no  other  source.  Did 
any  man  ever  hear  a  merchant  complain  of  another 
on  account  of  any  violation  of  the  law  under  these 
ad  valorem  duties?  No.  With  all  their  means, 
wealth,  industry,  character,  and  zeal,  yet  they  have 
never  been  able  to  detect  any  notable  instance  of 
fraud  resulting  from  the  ad  valorem  system.  This 
1  will  prove  before  I  have  done.  It  fraud  has  ever 
been  perpetrated,  where  is  the  proof?  It  has  been 
charged  over  and  over  again,  but  so  fjr  from  having 
been  proved,  1  will  show  that  alter  the  most  thorough 
invesligation^and  at  tho  head  of  which  was  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  whig  party,  who,  after  a 
moat  labovious  cHaminatioii,  made  a  report  on  the 
subject — no  case  of  fraud  could  be  made  out.  Let 
nic  now  ilirecl  the  attention  of  the  senate  to  the  re- 
sult of  that  investigation. 

I'I'lie  clerk  read  an  extract  from  the  house  do. 
cuinent,  No.  812,  27th  congress,  2d  session,  page 
yuu  J 

"In  search  of  these  frauds,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  bteii  or  might  be  perpetrated,  tho 
commisaionera  have  examined  the  most  intelligent 
and  experienced  merch.inta  engaged  in  the  importa- 
tion ot  foreign  goods  and  in  doniestio  manufactures, 
both  in  New  VorL  and  Boston.  'I'he  inlerrogalo- 
iics  (>ul  to  thes«  ruerchikuls  cuvered    the    whole 


ground  of  their  knowledge  of  frauds  or  evasions  of  I  cle  was  desired.  The  highest  rate  wa3  demanded, 
the  revenue  laws;  their  belief  in  the  existence  of  |  and  if  that  was  given,  it  could  only  be  by  a  specific 
such  frauds;  the  information  which  thev  had  receiv- 1  duty.     The  following  is  the  list  to  w'-ich  I  refer,  and 


ed  from  others,  and  circumstances  which  might  lead 
to  the  conclusion  that  such  frauds  and  evasions  hud 
been  practised  to  the  injury  of  the  revenue  or  of  the 
honest  importer.  Of  their  own  knowledge,  not  a 
single  witness  called  has  testified  to  any  fact  which 
established,  in  any  particular  case,  or  any  number 
of  eases,  the  existence  of  frauds  or  evasions  of  the 
revenue  laws.  From  rumors  and  various  circum- 
stances relating  to  the  discrepancy  in  price  between 
importers  of  the  same  description  of  goods,  (some 
of  these  selling  at  a  price  far  below  what  could  be 
afforded  by  others  at  a  reasonable  profit  )  and  spe- 
culative opinions,  all  agree  that  frauds  have  been 
practised  on  the  revenue,  at  diflijrent  times,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  They  also  speak  of  the  devices  by 
which  these  frauds  have  been  successfully  perpe- 
trated, and  by  which  they  may  be  again;  but  of  their 
own  knowledge  they  do  not  profess  to  know  any- 
thing, resting  their  opinions  entirely  on  general  re 
putalion  and  the  course  of  trade,  as  it  has  existed 
under  their  own  observation.  Many  of  the  witnesses 
examined  on  these  points  are  domestic  manufactur- 
ers or  their  agents,  or  merchants  referred  to  by  such 
manufacturers  to  establish  the  existence  of  frauds 
on  the  revenue,  in  order  to  place  foreign  commerce 
under  the  most  rigid  restrictions,  to  exclude  the  fo- 
reign fabric,  for  the  benefit  of  domestic  goods  of  the 
same  description.  It  may  therefore  be  fairly  pre 
sunied,  thai  if  any  positive  evidence  could  bj  ad 
duced  to  fix  the  charge  of  fraud  on  any  number  of 
foreign  importers,  it  would  have  been,  as  the  door 
was  widely  thrown  open,  by  the  commissioners,  to 
Ihe  introduction  of  such  evidence.  None  such,  how- 
ever, was  adduced,  and  it  is  presumed,  therefore,  that 
none  such  existed." 

None,  sir,  "was  adduced,  and  therefore  it  is  to  be 
presumed  none  existed."  Now,  1  ask  the  clerk  lo 
read  another  extr.icl  from  the  same  document,  page 
372 — the  report  of  three  very  experienced  apprais- 
ers, long  emploved  in  the  business  in  the  city  of  N- 
York. 

The  clerk  here  read  a  paper  signed  by  late  ap- 
praisers of  customs  in  New  York,  certifying  that 
'they  are  fully  satisfied  that  there  have  been  no  frauds 
of  any  consequence  practised  on  the  revenue,  by  the 
undervaluation  of  cloths  and  cassimeres" — and  pro 
ceediug  til  assign  numerous  "becauses"  for  the  im- 
pression. They  say  however  "That  there  were  frauds 
by  smuggling,  committed  during  the  last  term  ol 
Swarlwoul's  incumbency,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt; 
but  these  «ere  brought  about  by  collusion  of  olIicer= 
of  the  customs  with  certain  importers,  and  whether 
by  undervaluation  or  otherwise,  the  undersigned  not 
having  seen  the  goods,  are  unable  to  say." 

Mr.  Lewis  continued.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
result  of  this  thorough  investigation  establishes  in 
the  most  conclusive  manner  that  the  objection  which 
we  have  been  considering  is  entirely  destitute  of 
weight.  Having  then  thus  disposed  of  the  objection 
as  to  fraud  urged  against  ad  valorem  duties,  I  feel 
that  1  have  put  down  the  principal  argument  in  fa- 
vor of  the  specific  duties;  for  1  do  not  knoiv  that  1 
ever  heard  any  individual  express  an  opinion  in  fa- 
vor of  specific  duties,  unless  on  the  principle  of  the 
danger  of  ad  valorem  duties.  The  great  argument 
is,  that  as  ad  valorem  duties  are  not  adequate  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue,  we  must  of  necessity  be  driven 
lo  specific  dulies.  It  appears  tome  that  the  fair- 
ness and  equity  of  ad  valorem  duties  alone  entitle 
that  system  to  preference.  But  lam  disposed  to 
proceed  still  further,  and  show  that  specific  dulies 
themselves  are  most  favorable  to  fraud,  and  there- 
fore that  fur  revenue  on  any  other  purpose  they  are 
by  no  means  so  safe  and  eUicient  as  ad  valorem  du- 
ties. Gentlemen  speak  of  specific  duties  as  if  they 
had  been  necessarily  resorted  to  on  account  of  the 
uncertainty  of  collecting  revenue  by  ad  valorem  du- 
ties; and  that  the  experience  of  the  government  had 
led  to  the  erasure  ol  ad  valorem  dulies,  and  the  sub- 
stitution of  specific  duties.  Let  ussee  with  what  truth 
this  assertion  is  made.  1  have  a  list  of  Ihe  principal 
articles  on  which  specific  duties  are  laid,  with  their 
history.  U  will  be  found,  on  examination,  that  the 
act  of  1730  WKS  Ihe  parent  of  a  large  portion  of 
these  specific  duties,  and  that  they  have  been  in- 
creased from  that  day  to  this.  In  ISltJ  a  large  num- 
ber was  added — not  under  cover  of  allegations  of 
fraud,  but  no  doubt  to  conceal  the  enormous  diticj 
required  at  the  time  for  revenue  purposes,  if  you 
please,  but  still  much  greater;  and  that  as  to  the  le- 
muining  specific  duties,  they  are  on  those  articles 
which  have  .'sprung  into  existence,  or  rather  into 
competition  with  iLnglish  goods  since  the  year  181(1, 
and  liavc  been  imposed  upon  the  petitions  of  part 


t  will  be  found  instructive: 

All  Ihe  articles  on  Ihe  specific  list  amount  to  about 
ninety.  None  of  these  appear  to  have  been  imposed 
with  a  view  of  preventing  frauds. 

Nails  have  been  specific  from  1790,  to  the  pre- 
sent time. 

Spikes  have  also.  Cut  nails  are  only  made  in  the 
United  Stales. 

Steel  has  also. 

Wire  was  ad  valorem  till  1828.  It  began  lo  be 
manufactured  ihree  or  four  years  before  that  time, 
when  a  petition  for  protection  was  made  the  ground 
of  the  duty. 

Tacks,  brads,  and  sprigs,  made  specific  in  1816 — 
no  cut  tacks  made  or  used  in  England,  and  none  other 
of  any  consequence  are  used. 

Sheet,  hoop,  round,  split,  artd  rolled  iron,  made 
spec  fie  in  181C  and  1824,  on  account  of  domestic 
competition. 

Bar,  rolled,  hammered,  and  pig  iron,  were  chang- 
ed to  specific — the  first  two  in  181G,  and  the  last  in 
1818,  for  the  purposes  of  revenue  solely. 

Anchors  were  made  so  high  in  181G  lor  revenue 
purposes,  that  the  duty  induced  competition  at 
home,  till  the  manufacturers  asked  and  obtain- 
ed increased  protection  in  1824,  and  still  more  in 
1842. 

Castings,  in  1818,  were  increased,  for  protection, 
from  three  quarters  of  a  cent  to  one  and  a  half;  in 
1824  one  and  a  half;  and  in  1842,  from  various  rates 
one  to  five  cents  per  pound. 

Anvils,  hammers,  and  chains  raised  for  protection, 
on  petition,  in  1824  from  20  to  5Gper  rent. 

Brazier's  rods  raised  for  proteciisn  from  2U  per 
cent  to  3  cents  per  pound  in  1S21,  on  petition  of 
manufacturers;  present  duly  equal  to  ,')l)  per  cenl. 

Mill  saws,  raised  in  1824  from  20  per  cent,  to  one 
dollar  each,  on  petition  of  an  Englishman  in  Phila- 
delphia by  the  name  of  Millinglon,  There  are  now 
four  other  manufacturers. 

Mill  cranks  and  mill  irons,  both  r.ii9ed  m  1824 
from  20  per  cenl.  to  4  cents  per  pound,  for  protec- 
tion. 

Sad  irons,  in  1824,  were  beginning  to  be  made,  and 
congress  raised  the  duly  from  20  per  cent,  to  2^  cents 
per  pound,  equal  to  87  per  cent. 

Manufactured  silks:  These  were  free  principally 
in  1842,  when  a  silk  mania  had  overspread  the  coun- 
try, and  a  high  specific  rate  was  imposed  on  the  ar- 
ticle, by  the  pound,  wilh  a  view  to  protection. 

Sewing  silk:  This  article  had  been  subject  to  a 
specific  duty  for  some  years,  in  consequence  of  its 
being  manufactured  in  Connecticut,  at  Mansfield;  a 
duly  was  imposed  in  1341. 

Gloves,  boots,  skins,  paper,  carpeting,  hemp, 
glassware,  all  made  specific  wilh  a  view  to  protec- 
tion. 

Bins,  shovels,  spades,  &c.,  were  all  increased  to 
protect,  and  so  of  most  other  articles. 

Now  having  given  this  history  of  specific  duties, 
which  is  any  thing  but  honorable  to  them  even  for 
revenue  purposes,  i  go  on  lo  say,  that  the  first  ob- 
jection lo  them  is  that  they  increase  the  expense 
and  add  greatly  to  the  difSculty  of  collecting  ihe  re- 
venue, i  a;n  told  that  a  very  large  number  of  the 
cleiks^-as  many  as  one  hundred — employed  in  tho 
New  York  custom  house,  may  be,  1  do  not  say  will 
be,  but  may  be  dispensed  with  if  yoo  get  this  ad 
valorem  system  established.  Get  rid  of  this  system 
ofspccific  duties  and  you  can  dispense  with  the  army 
of  weighers,  measurers,  guagers,  and  clerks.  You 
can  also  in  that  case  dispense  with  a  large  number 
of  clerks  in  the  treasury  deparlment,a  large  portion 
of  whom  being  devoted  to  the  labor  resulting  from 
these  specific  duties.  You  also  get  rid  of  those  most 
vexatious  questions  which  come  up  before  our  comp- 
trollers, occupying  their  time  almost  exclusively  to 
the  great  detriment  of  other  business.  That  is  a 
fact  well  known.  The  most  difficult  questions  which 
coii.e  up  before  our  courts  of  justice  connected  with 
the  custom  house  business  originate  in  this  system 
of  specific  duties.  The  contested  cases  arising  froni 
specific  duties  are  ten  to  one  arising  from  ad 
valorem  duties.  There  is  also  constant  danger 
under  the  specific  duly  system  of  the  ullice  making 
a  mistake  either  in  measuring,  weighing,  or  guag- 
ing.  The  probability  of  collusion  ^nd  fraud  under 
this  system  is  as  ten  to  one  under  the  ad  valorem 
system.  Articles  on  which  ad  valorem  dulies  are 
imposed,  in  going  through  the  custom  house,  pass 
under  the  surviellaiiec  of  the  collector,  naval  officer, 
appraisers,  and  assistant  appraisers,  clerks,  and  ex- 
aminers. A  constant  succession  of  checks  against 
fraud  is  thus  established.     Under   the   specific  duty 


who  have  asked  lor  Ihe  tax  for  purposes  of  protec- 1  sjstem  the  case  is  altogether  dillerent,  the  article 
Hon — noi  because  the  ad  valorem  duty  had  been  I  passing  through  the  hands  of  but  one  oflicer,  who,  af- 
evadcd,  but  because  protetliot)  of  a  pjjrticular  arli- 1  ler  ihe  process  of  weighing,  measuring,  or  Ruagmj, 
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passes  the  article  to  the  hands  of  the  importer,  with- 
out being  subjected  to  ihe  salutary  check  which  the 
other  system  interposes  against  collusion  and  fraud. 
Under  sucli  a  system  I  need  not  say  a  single  olEcer 
may  defraud  the  government  to  an  immense  amount 
with  impunity.  1  do  not  say  that  such  a  species  of 
fraud  is  common,  but  I  maintain  that  the  probabili- 
ties of  the  occurrence  of  fraud  under  the  present 
eystem  are  infinitely  stronger  than  it  would  be  under 
the  system  "  hich  this  bill  seeks  to  establish;  inas- 
much as  in  the  one  case  the  article  passes  through 
the  hands  of  a  single  olliner;  in  the  other  case 
through  the  hands  of  several.  Let  me  dwell  on  this 
a  moment  longer.  We  will  suppose  an  olTicer  weigh- 
ing any  amount  of  silk — how  easy  for  him  to  trip 
the  beam,  or  fradulently  to  slale  the  wrong  result. 
If  he  makes  a  mistake  in  weighing,  who  is  to  delect 
il?  If  absurd  enough  to  make  it  in  measuring,  he 
may  be  detected,  but  in  that  case  he  can  easily  es- 
cape under  color  of  an  innocent  error  of  calcula- 
tion. I  am  thus  fully  sut-tamed  in  the  assertion,  that 
the  chances  of  fraud,  collusion,  and  mistake,  under 
the  specific  duty  system  are  numerous;  under  the 
ad  valorem  system  Ihey  cannot  occur.  But,  sir,  if 
there  are  no  mistakes,  or  no  frauds  committed  by 
public  ctficers — supposing  all  your  officers  to  be 
models  of  purity  and  fidelity — still  1  maintain  that  it 
is  infinitely  more  difiicull  to  delect  mistake,  fraudu- 
lent or  otherwise,  in  measuring  piece  goods,  under 
the  specific  duty  system,  than  it  is  to  detect  fraud  or 
error  in  valuations  under  the  ad  valorem  system. — 
If  you  wish  to  avoid  frauds,  instead  of  abandoning 
the  ad  valorem  system,  adhere  more  closely  to  il. — • 
The  probability  of  frauds  under  the  one  and  under 
the  other  system,  is  as  ten  to  one.  Under  the 
bill  now  before  you,  you  will  have  feuer  frauds 
than  ever  have  been  perpetrated  under  any  other 
revenue  law.  You  will  collect  Ihe.  duties  with  more 
certainly  and  at  less  expense,  with  the  smallest  pos- 
sible probability  ol  fraud,  and  then  it  has  the  great 
merit  on  its  face  of  carrying  the  rate  of  duty  with 
it.  But  there  is  another  ohjerlion.  It  is  grounded 
on  the  assumption  that  the  value  of  the  goods  will 
diminish  m  consequence  of  improved  systems  of 
manufacture.  That  has  been  the  result  of  experi- 
ence. A  specific  duty  may  be  imposed  with  the 
view  of  making  it  one-half  the  value  of  the  article, 
snd  yet,  by  a  gradual  fall  in  the  price  the  duty  may 
come  to  amount  to  the  full  value  of  the  article. — 
Thus  a  duly  of  fifty  per  cent,  may  become  cent  per 
cent.,  and  thus,  under  a  system  of  specific  duties, 
you  must  ever  be  doing  that  of  which  some  gentle- 
pipn  entertain  such  religious  horror — you  must  be 
constantly  tinkering  wiih  the  tarifi;  you  must  have 
continual  resources  to  legislation,  in  order  to  relieve 
yourselves  from  the  fluctuation  in  the  price  of  am 
cles  subjected  to  specific  duties.  Another  objection 
)3,  ihat  specifir;  duties  make  no  distinction  between 
coarse  and  line  goods.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
people  are  compelled  to  purchase  coarse  articles  on 
account  of  their  cheapness.  To  discriminate  against 
coarse  goods,  is,  therefore,  to  discriminate  against 
poverty — against  the  niasses— against  the  people;  to 
benefit  a  few  at  the  expense  ot  the  many.  If  ever 
there  were  a  more  unjust  system  of  laying  duties 
than  that  against  which  1  am  now  speaking,  1  have 
yet  to  learn  of  it.  1  do  think  that  all  intelligent  and 
impartial  men  must  agree  with  me  that  the  tariff  of 
1842  is  full  of  instances  of  the  gross  absurdity  and 
gross  injustice  of  taxing  articles  nearly  the  same  at 
very  dirt'erent  rates  without  any  reason,  except  that 
geuerally  the  highest  rates  are  imposed  on  the  coarse 
articles.  'J'o  show  the  iniqualily  of  the  speciHc 
duties,  (  may  mention  a  fact  recently  coniniunicaled 
to  me.  1  am  told  that  a  ladj's  shawl  of  great  value, 
lately  imported,  paid  only  about  1  per  ccut.,  the 
specific  duty  being  levied  on  ils  weight,  and  this 
jvas  so  fine  and  costly  that  the  duty  amounted  to  but 
1  per  cent.  Such  are  the  iiiequlilies  of  specific  du- 
ties. 1  defy  gentlemen  to  show  such  injustice  and 
inequality  under  the  ad  valorem  system.  But  if 
there  were  no  other  objection  than  this  to  specific 
duties,  that  they  conceal,  and  are  intended  to  con- 
ceal, the  amount  of  duty,  it  were  sullicient  to  con- 
demn them.  For  I  take  it  that  these  duties  never 
could  have  been  levied  if  they  had  been  levied  in 
broqd  day,  and  in  English — if  the  people  of  the 
couBtry  had  known  how  much  they  paid.  1  repeal, 
then,  sir,  the  efiect  of  the  specific  duties  is  to  con- 
fe^l  the  amount  of  duly,  and  that  is  their  object, — 
Sir,  1  consider  Ihqt  it  is  the  very  essense  of  liberty, 
un<|er  any  system  of  gossinmeni,  that  the  people 
should  know  the  amount  o[  their  taxation.  1  need 
not  enlarge  on  that.  There  pan  be  no  genuine  free- 
dom— there  can  be  no  practical  liberty — w  here  every 
man  docs  not  know  the  extent  to  w  hicb  he  is  taxed  by 
his  government. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
great  objection  which  will  be  urged  againsi  this  bill 
will  be  that  an  adecgu^te  revenue  will   not  be  raised 


by  it  for  the  purposes  of  government.  Such  a  defi- 
ciency could  result  only  in  one  case,  and  that  is,  if 
the  duties  were  laid  so  high  as  to  be  prohibitor\, 
thus  preventing  importations.  I  take  it  for  granted, 
that  if  the  duties  are  considerably  reduced,  so  much 
so  as  to  lead  to  a  very  large  importation,  we  can 
have  upon  an  average  twenty-one  and  a  half  per 
cent.,  which  would  give  ua  twenty-eight  millions  of 
revenue.  But  gentlemen  tell  us  that  this  will  not 
produce  revenue  enough.  None  of  them,  however, 
have  the  hardihood  to  say  that  it  will  be  because  the 
duties  are  prohibitory.  Now  I  hold  Ihat  the  dutiis 
arc  still  too  high.  I  maintain  that  by  a  further  re 
duction  we  could  obtain  more  revenue.  It  is  difli- 
cult  to  determine  on  what  articles  the  increased  re- 
duction should  be  made,  but  1  have  no  doubi  that 
thirty  per  cent.,  or  twenty-five  per  cent.,  is  too  high 
in  the  aggregate  for  a  revenue  duty,  and  that  on  the 
mass  of  articles  we  would  raise  more  revenue  at 
twenty-five  per  cent  ,  than  at  thirty;  and  still  more 
at  twenty  per  cent,  than  at  twenty-five  per  cent. — 
That  is  my  opinion.  Now,  one  set  of  genllemen 
will  tell  you  in  one  breath,  that  by  this  bill  we  never 
can  raises  revenue,  and  in  the  very  next  breath, 
speaking  for  the  manufacturers,  they  declare  that 
we  will  be  inundated  with  importations — Qooded 
wilh  English  goods.  Well,  then,  I  can  only  say  we 
will  also  be  inundated  with  revenue.  In  my  opinion 
the  inundation  will  not  be  so  great  as  it  ought  to  be. 
A  lower  duty  would  produce  a  greater  importation, 
and  consequently  a  larger  revenue.  Thorefoie, 
though,  I  do  not  look  for  a  very  heavy  inundation, 
yet  I  expect  one  sufiicieiit  to  give  us  twenty-eight  or 
thirty  millions  of  revenue.  No  man,  sir,  can  look 
over  the  statislics  of  this  country,  even  in  the  mosl 
desultory  manner,  and  remain  unconvinced  of  the 
justice  of  this  expectation.  We  have  had  a  very 
heavy  free  list,  which  we  have  abolished  in  this  bill. 
We  have  put  duties  on  everything,  and  on  some  of 
the  articles  included  in  the  free  list  to  which  1  have 
just  alluded  we  have  imposed  the  highest  rate  of 
duly.  But  what  will  be  the  probable  amount  of 
duties  under  this  bill,  is  necessarily,  to  some  extent, 
a  matter  of  conjecture.  Every  one  is  entitled  to  the 
privilege  of  guessing.  I  have  made  an  estimate  with 
some  care,  though  of  course  not  with  any  expecta- 
tation  of  approximating  to  the  accuracy  of  the  cal- 
culations made  by  the  treasury  department.  But  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able,  and  entirely  independent  of 
the  department,  1  have  made  an  estimate,  using  the 
best  aid  that  I  could  find,  and  the  fullest  information 
which  Ihe  thortness  of  the  time  allowed  me  to  col- 
lect. Founding  my  estimate  upon  the  importation  of 
last  year,  I  make  out,  under  the  new  bill,  duties  to 
the  amount  of  §83,866,057— within  a  small  fraction 
of  twenty-four  millions.  Adding  to  that  the  estimaltd 
increase  of  duties,  J4, 470,833,  and  we  have  a  total 
of  §28,357,540. 

Mr.  Cameron.     After  paying  expenses? 
Mr.  Lemis.     Yes. 

Mr.  Cameron.  On  what  do  you  base  your  calcu- 
lation? 

Mr.  Ltwis  replied,  on  the  importations  of  last  year; 
and  proceeded.  But  will  there  be  an  increase  of 
importations.'  That  is  an  important  question;  and  it 
is  one  which  every  senator  should  address  to  himself. 
I  think  there  will  be  a  considerable  increase;  and  in 
that  opinion  1  am  persuaded  every  senator  within 
the  sound  of  my  voice,  after  a  candid  examination 
of  the  subject,  must  concur.  On  what  do  1  ground 
this  opinion?  The  answer  is  easy  and  obvious. — 
First,  1  look  for  an  increase  of  importations  from 
the  operation  of  a  cause  which  must  continue  to  ex 
ist — the  rapid  augmentation  of  the  population,  re- 
sources, ai  d  commercial  activity  of  the  country. — 
Taking  an  average  of  ten  years,  the  increase  has 
been  25  per  cent.  Secondly,  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  Union.  It  is  true  the  population  of  that  state 
is  not,  in  itself,  of  importance  in  this  calculation, 
but  it  IS  the  addition  of  a  large  exporting  section  of 
the  finest  cotton  growing  land  in  the  world,  to  which 
1  would  point  as  one  of  the  causes  of  that  augment- 
I  ed  importation  of  which  I  am  speal;ing.  The  ex 
1  portation  from  that  section  will,  of  course,  lorm  the 
I  basis  of  an  importation  of  goods,  to  an  equal  amount 
j  and  of  importance  sufficient  to  be  included  in  tins 
j  calculation.  But  again:  there  is  another  source  to 
which  I  look  with  great  confidence  and  with  great 
interest,  as  certain  to  produce  a  vast  increase  in  our 
importations.  I  allude  to  the  relaxation  of  duties 
on  American  produce  by  Great  Britain.  The  extent 
of  this  increase  no  man  can,  of  course,  predict;  but 
thai  it  will  he  large,  no  man  can  doubt.  1  have  a 
table  here  by  winch  I  will  show  the  magnetic  speed 
with  which  cur  e^sporls  have  increased,  even  in  an- 
ticipation of  Ihe  modification  of  the  corn  law  system 
of  England. 

The  effect  of  the  corn  law  in  anticipation  mere- 
ly in  the  city  of  New  York  on  exports,  is  »3  lol- 
IdBs; 


From  Jan.  1.10  June  30.  134fi.       1845. 

Corn  (bushels)  529.G97    73,266  (7  limes  as  gieol) 

Cornnieal,  (ill  bbls.'        5-1,137     I3.5n7  (4^  limesasgreat) 

'  70,737     41,930  (nearly  iwico  as 

srenl) 
3-2-2.833 


Lard,  (kegs) 
Wheal, 
Flour,  (wheal) 
Rye  flour, 
Cu 


414,075 
6,499 

19.037 


11,500(200     limes     as 

much) 
103,614  (four    times    as 
much; 
2,701  (2  1.3   limes  as 
much) 
601  ^1,1  as  much.) 


Such  is  the  ascertained  result  not  ol  the  actual  re- 
duction, but  only  of  the  anticipation  of  the  reduction 
of  the  English  corn  laws.  What  let  mo  ask,  must  be 
the  efTect  of  their  total  repeal  by  the  passai^o  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel's  law,  which  I  am  told  has  reached  us 
in  an  aulhenlic  form,  in  a  paper  not  now  before  me? 

I  have  read  these  extract?  from  a  whig  paper from 

a  tariff  paper — the  New  York  "Tribune." 

Mr.  Jf'tbslcr.  Have  you  stated  to  what  place  these 
exports  were  made. 

Mr.  Lfiois.     Principally  to  England. 

Mr.  Jolmson,  of  Maryland,  inquired  the  date  of  tho 
paper. 

.Mr.  r.rwis  replied  that  he  had  received  it  yester- 
day. Now  1  ask  (he  continued)  if,  under  the  taiiff 
of  184'2— bad  as  it  is,  and  it  is  worse  than  anything 
that  people  should  submit  to — if  even  under  that 
law,  in  anticipalion  of  the  action  of  the  British  par- 
liament on  the  corn  laws,  the  exportation  of  Ameri- 
can produce  was  so  vastly  augmented,  what  is  not 
to  be  expected  from  the  operation  of  a  law  which 
must  necessarily  tend  in  itself  to  increase  importa- 
tions after  that  anticipated  action  had  taken  place? 
What  IS  not  to  be  expected  when  reduction  has  taken 
place  at  both  ends  of  the  line?  There  must  of  ne- 
cessity be  a  greatly  increased  elasticity  in  all  com- 
mercial operations,  and  imports  and  exports  must  go 
on  augmenting  wilh  vastly  increased  activity.  It  is 
difficult  to  say  what  increase  of  imports  may  flow 
from  the  reduction  of  duties.  But  I  ask  is  it  not  a 
necessary  consequence  of  reduced  duties  to  have  in- 
creased iinportalioiis?  Do  not  the  reduction  of  du- 
ties, and  the  increase  of  importations,  sustain  the 
relations  to  each  other  as  cause  and  eflecl:  When 
has  there  been  a  reduction  on  the  rates  o.''  postage 
that  has  not  been  followed  by  an  increased  corres- 
pondence? 1  hive  now  before  me  a  document  whicfi 
came  from  q  source  of  the  highest  respectability, 
and  which  will  be  regarded  as  possessing  no  mean 
authority  on  Ihe  other  side  of  the  senate.  The  do- 
cument was  politely  furnished  to  me  by  the  senator 
Irom  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Simmons,)  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  advocates  of  the  tariff  of  JS42.  It  is 
Ills  testimony  in  favor  of  a  still  farther  reduction  of 
postage,  on  the  principle  that  the  reduction  of  the 
rate  must  of  necessity  be  followed  by  an  increase  of 
correspondence  and  consequent  increase  of  revenue. 
And  yet  our  honorable  friend  will  contend  as  stren- 
uously as  any  man  on  this  floor  that  if  we  reduce 
the  tariff  we  will  have  a  vast  falling  olf  in  the  reve- 
nue. The  gentleman  is  willing  to  reduce  the  post- 
age, because,  as  he  properly  argues,  it  will  increase 
the  revenue  but  he  will  give  us  no  reduction  of  du- 
ties on  imported  goods,  because  he  says  that  it  will 
reduce  the  revenue.  Lord  protect  us  fiom  such  rea- 
soningl  If  we  could  get  any  series  of  years  during 
which  a  larifl'  law  similar  to  that  imposed  in  this 
bill  had  been  in  operation,  we  might  obtain  the  basis 
of  an  accurate  calculaiion.  But  it  so  happens  that 
wiin  so  much  vigilance  has  the  protective  policy 
been  guarded,  that  we  cannot  find  such  a  basis. — 
The  five  last  years  of  Ihe  compromise  act  are  the 
five  lowest  years  that  can  be  lound,  and  yet  1  will 
take  them  as  the  basis  of  calculation — a  basis  very 
much  against  me,  because  the  duties  were  much 
higher  than  they  will  be  for  the  next  five  years.— 
The  netl  average  importations  for  18.37, 1838,  lS3a, 
1340,  and  1841  was  one  hundred  and  fourteen  mil- 
lions. The  average  rate  for  1847,  1843,  1841),  1850, 
and  1851  we  will  set  down  at  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  millions,  which,  under  the  present  rates  of  the 
new  bill,  will  give  an  average  in  these  years  of  thirty- 
three  million  one  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. But  out  of  this  calculation,  as  will  be  at  once 
perceived ,  I  have  left  out  all  those  causes  of  increas- 
ed importation  which  1  have  already  enumerated — 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  the  growth  of  the  country, 
and  the  abolition  of  the  English  corn  laws,  lu  every 
view  in  which  \  have  been  able  to  contemplate  this 
measure,  (  am  convinced  of  its  soundness  and  ita 
utility.  Very  imperfectly,  qs  (  must  confess,  1  have 
endeavored  to  present  my  views  of  the  hill  in  that 
aspect  to  which  I  set  out  by  saying  I  would  confine 
myself.  But  I  have  done  the  best  I  could,  consider- 
ing the  shortness  of  the  time  which  circumstances 
placed  at  my  disposal  lor  the  consideralion  of  the 
subject,  and  in  the  absence  of  aid  Irom  the  treasury 
department;  and  1  have  now  only  to  lliank  the  senate 
for  the  patient  attention  with  which  they  have  hon- 
oied  rny  remarks. 
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THE   PROFFERED   MEDIATION   OF   GREAT   BRITAIN 

Together  with  the  project  of  a  treaty  for  the  seitlemetit 
of  ilie  Oregon  question,  which  oiTived  from  Enyland  in 
June,  our  TeaHers  will  recollect  it  was  at  first  announced, 
■waaalso  an  offer  of  the  British  government  to  mediate  for 
a  restoration  of  peace  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Mexico.  The  official  organ  at  Washington,  however, 
in  a  day  or  two  so  far  conlradicted  the  account,  as  to 
induce  the  belief  that  no  such  overture  had  been  made. 
Somewhat  to  our  astonishment  we  find  in  the  speech 
delivered  bv  Mr.  Peel,  in  parliament,  on  res'gning  U:e  pre- 
miership, the  fact  staled  by  him,  that  such  an  ofTer  had 
been  directed  by  the  British  governinent  to  be  inade  to 
the  American  government.  The  Washington  •'Union" 
however  repeats  tlie  assertion,  tiiat  no  sucli  proposition 
hos  yet  been  submitted  to  our  government. 

Negotiation  scggestid.  In  the  House  of  Reprepen- 
taiives  on  the  23d  inst.  Mr.  J.  R.  IngerscU.  proposed  a 
a  joint  res.ilution.  that  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tntives  respectfully  recotnmeud  to  the  president  of  the 
Uniied  States,  that  he  offi^r,  if  in  liis  judgment  it  be  ex- 
pedient, to  open  with  Me.\ico  a  negotiation  fr  the  pur- 
pose of  closing  the  present  viar  and  preven;ing  the  ef- 
fusion of  human  blood,  and  providing  a  permaiif  tit  .ind 
saiisfactory  arrangement  of  all  existing  riifltrenees.  Mr. 
1.  maintained  that  our  government  might  very  properly 
make  the  overture,  and  if  it  was  refused,  Irom  whatever 
cause  the  refusal  may  arise,  that  nai"  i  will  assume  a  re- 
sponsibility full  of  threatened  v^reiLiiedness,  will  deprive 
itself  of  every  claim  to  the  sympathy  of  the  world,  and 
this  government  and  country  will  assume  a  position  so 
lofty  and  linn  that  humanity  ii-elf  will  sanction  a  neces- 
sary oontinnaiice  of  the  ravages  of  war.  Intercourse 
may  be  opemil,  if  necessary,  from  army  to  army  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  or  with  better  hopes,  through  the 
nmicable  agency  of  a  friendly  foreign  pnvier. 

The  licMi=e  refused  to  suspend  tlie  rules  to  receive  this 
resoitiliori— .Mr.  Vromgooh  and  Mr.  Ralhbun  objecting 

Busi.NEss  CIRCLES.  Midsummer's  rela.\aiions  are  upon 
us.  Business  men  are  v.^  \o  the  springs,  to  thesta 
shore,  at  Niagara,  jn  the  Lake?,  or  sealing  the  mountains. 
Speculation  is  at  a  dead  halt,  or  rather  is  on  tip-toe, 
wailing  in  utter  uncertainty,  for  a  cast  of  the  die,  the 
voteorthe  vice  president,  upon  which  is  supp  ised  to 
depend  the  fate  of  the  Ainerican  tariff,  on  the  triumph 
of  the  tariff  for  which  Europeans  are  so  much  interest- 
ed, on  wliich  depends  the  ruin  of  thousands  or  the  pros- 
perity of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  people,  and  the 
arrest  altogether,  or  renewed  impulse  to  enterprises,  in- 
volving many,  many  millions  ol   dollars. 

The  news  by  the  arrival  of  the  Cambria,  depressed 
prices  in  our  niarlieis  for  a  day  or  two.  Flour  at  New 
York  got  below  S4,  and  wheat  sunk  to  8-5  cents.  'J'he 
news  tiy  the  Great  Britain  rallied  the  rriarket  somev\'hal; 
flour  advanced  to  $4  06a4  18  a^ain;  Indian  corn  went 
up  to  54  cents;  cotton  fully  recovered  from  its  previous 
depression. 

A  letter  ftoin  a  prominent  sugar  planter  in  Cuba,  dat- 
ed Havana,  July  4th,  1846.  says;  "The  weather  conti- 
nues very  favorable  liere  for  the  ne.\t  crop,  which  pro- 
mises to  be  very  abundant  I  pray  God  that  we  may 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  market  of  the  United  Slates,  in 
view  of  the  modification  of  the  tariff  proposed  by  Mr. 
Waller,  to  whom  we  are  going  to  erect  a  sluliie  of  gold.'' 

Deaths.  During  last  week  there  occurred  97  deaths 
at  Boston;  at  New  York.  4S5,  of  which  1'''9  were  under 
one  year  of  age;  at  I'hiludtlpkia,  251;  at  Baltimore,  5'J. 

The  CHOLERA,  Letters  from  Paris  s'ate  that  this 
dreadful  disease  is  making  frightful  ravages  in  the  inte- 
rior of  Asia.  This  scourge,  which  has  travelled  through 
Cabul,  has  already  penerralcd  nearly  as  far  as  Teheran. 

James  W.  Bradbury,  Esq  ,.of  Augusta,  Maine,  has 
been  thcted  U.  S,  senator  from  Miiine  for  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  4th  of  March,  1817. 

Ei'ROPEAN  Corn  Markep.  Dnntzic  prices  nominal 
on  the  2ad  June.  Fur  ordinary  mixed  quiilities,  42,  and 
for  good  high-mi.xed,  weighing  61  lo  62  lbs.  per  bushel, 
453.  per  qr.  free  on  boarti  had  been  realized. 

Tiie  Dutch  and  Belgian  niaiket  have  lately  been  over- 
done wiih  wheat.  A  letter  from  AntHerp  states  that 
nearly  IdO  cargoes  had  come  to  hand  ihete,  which  had 
caused  a  depression  of  prices.  At  Rotterdam,  on  the 
23d  inst.,  business  was  also  c.NCeedingly  dull,  and  the 
weather  having  liecome  showery,  the  fear  relative  to  the 
rye  crop  had  subsided. 

Mediterranean.  The  business  done  at  Marseilles, 
Leghorn,  &c.,  having  been  contined  to  purchases  made 
lor  local  consumption,  at  jilie  lormer  place,  Polish 
Ode«sa  had,  up  to  the  dale  of  our  last  advic.  s,  been  held 
ot  34  tu  35».  per  (|r ;  and  at  Leghorn,  Adrianople  wheat 
was  still  quoted  36  to  38s.  per  qr.  free  on  board. 

MovKMicNTs  01.-  Troops. — Companies  B.  and  E.  of 
the  2d  Infanlry,  lci;\  c  this  moi-niiif;,  on  the  John  Owen 
for  Toledo,  en  route  for  Pi  Isabel,  Texas.  OlTicers, 
accompany  the  command: — Lieut.  Col.  Riley,  eom- 
manding;  Ll.  C'ainbj,  Adj.;  surgeons  Tripler  and  Mur- 
ray; Company  E — Liculs.  Davidson  and  Granger; 
Cornpuny  B — Capl.  Anderson  ami  Lt.  Schureman.  De- 
tucliinents  of  t\velve  men  each,  from  Company  C,  are 
to  he  posted  at  Sault  iH.  Marie  and  (;op|jer  Har- 
bor— Del.   0.  .'Idv- 


THE  ARMY  OF  OCCUPATION.  | 

We  have  nothing  new  from  the  army  since  our  last —  j 
The   appnratus  for  transporlaliou  eiiher  by    water  or 
laiid,  had  not  reac  bed  Gen.  Taylor  when  the  last  intelli- 
get  ce  have  left  him.     The  flo  ilia  was  arriving  however 
at  the  mouth  ol  the  Rio  Grande.     The  army  was  impa-  [ 
tient  at  so  long  a  delay.     The  twelve  month  yoliinteers  j 
weie  expec  ed, — those  from  Baltiniore  had  arrived.  The  j 
three  and  the  six  months  volunteers  were  dissatisfied  at 
tlie  prospect  of  heintr  discharged  without  having  a  fight. 
The    troops   vi'ere  enjoying   a   fair  share  of  health,  and 
musqueloes  had  just  made  their  appearance. 

Later. — Since  placing  the  above  in  type,  Brasses 
Santiago  dales  to  the  1  lib  and  Galveston  lo  the  13th  [ 
have  reached  us,  by  the  arrival  at  New  Orleans  on  i 
the  I61I1  of  the  sleainer  New  York,  bringing  as  pas- ' 
sengers.  Col.  Mcintosh  and  son,  Lieuts.  Bibb,  Pow- 
er, and  Lowe,  and  tuenty  discharged  soldiers.  Col. 
Mcintosh  has  nearly  recovered  of  the  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  late  battle. 

Company  H,  4th  U.  S.  artillery,  under  Msj.  Har 
vey,  arrived  at  Santiago  on  the  6th,  in  24  days  from 
Hampton  roads. 

"The  American  Flag,"  late  "The  Republic  of  Rio 
Grande,"  and  "The  Reveille,"  rival  newspapers  al- 
ready issued  by  American  printers  at  Matamoros, 
are  received  as  late  as  the  8th.  The  latter  has 
dropped  its  Spanish  and  is  now  American  on  both 
sides.  They  contain  vivid  accounts  of  the  jollifii  a- 
tion  on  the  national  anniversary,  particularly  by  the 
Louisiana  volunteers,  amongst  whom  are  no  less 
than  thirty  practical  printers.  Major  Ogden  pro- 
nounced the  address.  General  Taj  lor  reviewed  the 
Louisiana  brigade.  Capl.  Head's  company  gave  a 
splendid  dinner.  Gens.  Desha,  Lamar,  and  Burle- 
son, Col.  Kinney  and  others,  were  guests.  General 
Taylor  diopped  in  on  "the  boys" — drank  wine  with 
llieni  and  passed  on  to  others. 

One  unpleasant  casualty  occurred.  The  steamer 
Aid,  passing  over  the  rope  stretched  across  the  river 
for  the  use  of  the  ferry  boats,  so  expiinded  it,  that 
the  post  to  which  it  was  secured  broke,  and  killed 
Corporal  J,  J,  Mervin,  of  Graham's  company,  East 
Rapides,  Louisiana  volunteers,  and  severely  wound- 
ed Lieut.  Scully. 

Ten  boats  had  at  length  reached  Malamoros, 
adapted  to  the  navigation. 

The  7ih  regiment  of  infantry  left  .Matamoros  on  the 
6th  lor  Camnrgo;  three  of  the  companies  embarked  on 
board  the  .'■Icamer  Big  Hatchie,  the  rest  look  up  their  line 
of  march  hy  way  of  Reynosa. 

Ol  the  volunteers,  the  Andrew  Jackson  regiment. 
Col.  .Marks,  and  the  Washington  reginieiit,  Col.  Waiso.i, 
were  the  first  to  be  sent  forward  toward  Camargo,  but 
the  papers  of  the  Slh  inst.,  do  not  represent  that  they  had 
actually  moved. 

The  "American  P'lag"  says  that  General  Taylor  an- 
nounced to  ihe  two  regiments  above  named,  on  the  4;.h, 
that  in  a  few  days  he  would  have  boats  10  transport  them 
to  Camareo,  whence  "he  would  put  them  directly  in  mo 
tion  for  Monterey,  and  that  if  he  failed  to  accommodate 
them  with  a  fight  with  the  Mexicans  before  the  summer 
had  passed  away,  it  would  not  be  his  fault.''  One  long, 
loud,  and  enthusiastic  burst  of  applause  testified  the  joy 
of  the  Volunteers, 

Gen.  Henderson,  of  Texas,  was  recovering  from  a 
severe  attack  of  illness  from  w-hich  he  had  sufl'ered. — 
Col.  Lewis  P.  Cook  had  also  been  very  ill,  and  it  was  at 
one  time  reported  that  he  was  dead.  Ho  was  convales- 
cent at  lasi  accounts.  The  general  health  of  the  army 
is  represented  as  good,  a  lew  cases  of  dysentery  and 
camp  fever  alone  occurring. 

A  Monster  gun,  surpassing  Capt.  Stockton's  fa- 
aious  "  Peace  Maker"  in  weight,  by  some  50001bs. 
was  cast  recently  at  Algiers  Foundry,  South  Boston. — 
The  quantity  of  metal  fused,  was  46,0U01bs;  eight 
Chaldrons  of  coal  consumed  in  the  process;  when  fin- 
ished, its  weight  will  be  25,0001b3.  Length,  10  feet; 
diameter  at  the  base  ring,  39  inches;  length  of  cham- 
ber, 13  inches;  diameter  of  chamber,  9  inches;  length 
of  bore,  9  feet  1  inch;  diameter  of  bore,  12inches.- 
Weight  of  round  shot  which  it  will  carry,  230  lbs; 
weight  of  .shell,  180  lbs.  Range  of  shot  or  shell,  3  1-2 
miles, — being  1-4  of  a  mile  greater  than  the  record- 
ed performance  of  the  largest  and  latest  invented  mor- 
tar in  England,  and  1-2  a  mile  beyond  the  reach  of 
any  gun  In  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  UUoa,  at  Vera 
Cruz.  The  cost  of  this  immense  instrument  for  har- 
bor defence  will  not  exceed  i|  1700,  or  one-sixth  the 
cost  of  the  wrought  iron  gun  procured  in  England  by 
Capt.  Stockton.  It  is  said  to  be  designed  for  Fort 
George,  Boston  Harbor. 

JlimnunUion -We   understand  from  a  source    tliat 

may  be  relied  upon,  that  since  tlic  commencement  of 
the  present  hostilities  with  Mexico,  there  has  been  pre- 
pared and  shipped  from  the  Jlrsciud,  at  this  place,  one 
liundrcd  and  seventy  tons  of  fixed  ammunition.  Be- 
tween 0110  and  two  hundred  persons,  chielly  boys,  are 
daily  employed  in  tiie  laboratory  at  the  .Arsenal  in  the 


preparation  of  cartridge,  Stc.  Yesterday  about  fort^ 
tons  were  shipped;  a  part  to  Col.  Kearney,  and  the  oth- 
er portion  to  the  south.  The  Arsenal  at  this  place 
with  all  its  conveniences  and  appliances,  for  the  repair- 
ing of  arms,  manufacturing  carriages  for  cannon,  bag- 
gage wagons,  &.c.,  &c.,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
indefatigable  commander,  Capt.  Bell,  we  believe  to  be 
one  of  the  most  useful  and  valuable  possessions  be- 
longing to  the  U.  States,  connected  with  this  service. 
When  all  that  has  been  furnished  from  this  quarter 
during  the  present  difficulties  is  known,  the  public 
will  be  able  lo  estimate  its  worth,  and  we  hope  the  U. 
States  Government  will  be  prepared  lo  give  it  that  es- 
sential facility  so  much  needed,  n  good  landing  from 
the  river. — St.  Louis  Rep. 

The  Epoque,  Ihe  recognised  organ  of  M.  Guiz  it, 
minister  for  foreign  affairs,  has  also  hat.  a  very  long 
and  carefully  written  article  on  the  pending  dispute 
between  Ihe  great  republics  of  North  America. — 
This  article  points  out  the  necessity  of  France  and 
England  interfering  in  the  matter,  in  order  to  bring 
about  a  reconciliation,  and  to  protect  Mexico,  ll  al- 
leges that  France  has  interests  sufficiently  vast  in 
Mexico  to  warrant  such  interference. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Liverpool  Times,  in  re- 
ference to  this  article,  says;  '  Considering  the  con- 
nexion between  this  journal  and  M.Guizot,  lam 
inclined  lo  attach  some  importance  lo  this  lucubra- 
tion, as  showing  that  if  Fiance  has  not  interfered  in 
the  business,  she  assuredly  will  do  so.  Indeed,  for 
my  part,  I  entertain  hot  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
Frenclj  government  will  be  prepared,  if  necessary, 
to  give  ell'eetual  protection  to  Mexico  against  her 
great  neighbors;  (or  1  remember  that  in  the  course 
of  the  present  session,  M.  Guizot  declared  from  the 
tribune  on  two  occasions  thai  it  was  of  vasl  impor- 
tance to  France  that  the  United  Slates  should  not 
seize  .Mexico,  nor  the  English  race  absorb  Ihe 
Spanish;  and  as  he  is  not  a  man  of  talk  without 
weighing  the  force  and  calculating  the  consequences 
of  his  expressions,  1  take  it  for  granted  that  his  de- 
clarations indicated  the  policy  the  French  govern- 
ment had  delerniined  on  pursuing.  I  have  made 
statements  to  this  effect  before,  but  Ihey  can  scarce- 
ly be  too  often  repealed,  as  1  fear  tlial  loo  many  a( 
your  readers  run  away  with  the  notion  that  because 
Mr.  Polk  declared  in  his  message  that  he  svould  not 
admit  any  interference  of  European  governments  in 
Ihe  affairs  of  the  American  conlineiit,  European 
governments  would  timidly  refrain  from  interfer- 
ence." 

Hayti.  Port  au  Prince  dates  of  the  26th  May,  re- 
present every  thing  as  going  on  prosperously  under  the 
new  president,  Riche,  who  assumed  the  duties  on  the 
1st  of  March.  He  had  made  a  tour  to  liie  north,  and 
was  every  where  received  with  acclamaiinns  of  welcome. 
Public  festivals  and  rejoicing  succeed  the  previous  de- 
monstration for  war.  Gen.  Dupuy,  is  his  piiine  minisier 
Riche,  and  the  constitution  of  1816,  are  the  watch  words 
of  the  people. 


a  G  E  .V  T  £     for     .V  I  I,  E  S  '     .\  A  T  I  0  .V  A  L     REGISTER. 

OJiieof  tlie  Regislir  iS'o.  2,  iV.  ICutuw  street, 
Opj.o^ite  Eutaw  HoH&e. 

Mr.  William  N.  Harrison  is  an  authorized  agent 
for  iiltiaining  subscriptions  and  making  collections  fjr 
NiLEs'  National  Register,  in  Great  Britain.  Ireland, 
Olid  France.  Communications  addresst  d  to  him,  care 
of  Messrs.  Wiley  &  Putnam,  Wa'erloo  Place,  London, 
will  be  attended  to. 

C.  W.  James.  Esq.,  of  Cincinnati,  is  our  general  col- 
leciing  agent  lor  the  slates  of  Ohio.  Indiana,  lilino'S, 
Missouri,  Michigan,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin  terriioiy. — 
He  is  assisted  by  Messrs.  E.  Y.  JtNMNds,  J.  11.  Smith, 
J.  T.  Dent,  T.  G.  Smith,  G.  H.  Co.mstock,  and  F.  J. 
HAWrs.  Mr.  G.  W.  Beaver  is  also  assisting  him  as  a  soli- 
citing agent.  Persons  may  be  sale  in  paying  either  of 
those  gentlttnen  for  us,  as  they  e.nch  have  creflentials  of 
authority,  as  also  certificates  of  H.  ESpe\cer,  Esq.,  may- 
or of  the  citv  of  Cincinnati,  describing  their  poraons,  with 
the  seal  of  his  cfKce  attached. 

Israel  E.  JaiMEs,  Esq.,  general  agent  for  the  southern 
stales,  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 
Florida,  He  is  assisted  by  Jas,  K.  Whipple,  Wm.  H. 
Welp,  0.  H.  P.  Stem,  John  B.  Wei.p,  U.  B.  Hessey, 
and  Theodore  Baggs 

Thomas  L.  Jones,  E'q  ,  agent  for  the  southwestern 
stale.-',  including  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Ar- 
kansas, itc. 

John  F,  Johnson  and  Ei.i  M.  Stevenson,  Esqrs. 
ogdiis  for  the  stale  of  Kentucky,  western   Virginia,  i&c. 

'iu.is.  Severn,  Esq.,  agent  lor  the  states  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, NowJei>ey,  and  New  Voik. 

John  W.  Chambers,  Esq.,  agent  for  the  city  of  New 
York. 

Philip  M.  Tabbs,  Esq  ,  agent  at  Richmond,  Virginia, 

\V.  C.  Clayton,  E-q.,  agent  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Payment  to  either  of  the  above  named  ngcH's,  or 
through  the  usual  channel,  the  mail,  will  bo  gratefully 
acknowledged,  and  exceedingly  serviceable  to— The 
Editor. 
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PRIKTKD    AND    riTBLlSHEU 


VKRT    S.\TURD.\T,    BT    JEREMIAH    HUGHES,    EDITOR    AKD    PROPRIETOU,    AT    FIVE    DOLLARS    PER    ANNUM,    PATADLE    l.V    ADVANCE. 


FOREIGN. 


GRE>iT   BRITAIN. 

DiSSOLUTlOSJ  OF  THE    As'Tl-CoRS'    LaW    I.EAOHE.— 

A  general  coimr.il  of  the  Nalional  Anti-Corn  Laiv 
Leogvie  was  lield  on  ThursJay  last,  at  the  Tovvn 
Hall,  Manchester,  and  was  ver)'  numerously  attend- 
ed. '  George  Wilson,  Esq.,  who  presided,  took  a 
brief  review  of  the  history  of  llio  l.sague,  and  was 
followed  by 


believed,  would  have  o  more  beneficial  effect  in  keep- 
ing peace  than  the  most  bnlhai.t  vicluries  that  were 
ever  achieved  by  the  most  renowned  heroe.fl.  He 
concluded  by  proposing  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
that,  if  the  necessity  should  arise,  the  council  are 
authorized  and  required  to  cull  the  League  to  re- 
newed existence.  Mr.  Cheethain,  of  Staleybridgc, 
seconded  the  resolution,  and  it  was  forthwith  car- 
ried. 

I\lr.  Wilson  liavini:  retired,  the  chair  was  taken  by 
Mr.  R.  II  Greg,  who,  after  eulogi/Znig  the  conduct 


Mr.  Cobden,  who  slated  that  the  nieel.ng  had  been  !  ^^  ^^^^^^,    gentle'u.eu    connected  wuh'the  L.„„..., 
called  in  order  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  council  as  j      ^        j  j|,^(  „,^  executive  council  should  be  autho- 
to  the  course   the  League  should  now  pursue.     1  he  ,  r^^J-^  ^^  present  to  Mr.  Wilson  a  sum  of  not  less  than 
Executive  Council  proposed  to  recoiiimend,  not  that    ^,u  quo,  tor  his  invaluable  services, 
the   League   should    be   absolutely   dissolved,  in  the  ^      __'•_..  ... 

great  sense  of  tlio 

lake  such  steps  as  ,     .■     ■  , 

tion  of  the  League,  unless  the  proleelionist  parly 
compelled  Ihem'again  to  revive  their  agitation.  (Ap- 
plause.) They  proposed  lo  ask  lor  authorily  and  in- 
structions to  wind  up   and  suspend  ihe  affairs  of  the 


J  be  abso  utcly  mssoiveu,  in  iie  ,  ^^^^  ^^^^^.^^^  ^^^.  ^^^^^  seconded  and  carried  by 
word,  and  yet  they  Pf^P^.^ed  lo  ._^^|^^^^j,^  .^  ^^^^  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  Rathbone, 
«ould  amouul  to  a  virtual  dissolu-    ^j^^^  ^  commitlee  be  appointed  to  determine  on  some 


League:  and   they    ice 


iimended   that    Ihev  should 


pass  a  resolution  absolving  all  those  gentlemen  who 
had  put  their  names  down  to  the  League  guarantee 
fund  and  u  ho  had  paid  the  first  instalment,  from  any 
further  liabilitv.  The  League  could  not  be  entirely 
dissolved  unlil'the  Corn  laws  were  totally  abolished, 
but  its  oneralions  might,  for  the  present,  be  suspend- 
ed If  they  continued  active  operations  at  all,  they 
must  be  on  a  very  large  scale,  and  at  an  enormous 

They  could  not  draw  a  line  between  45W  a  week 
and  nothing.  They  had  been  spending  for  ihe  last 
three  years  at  least  one  thousand  pounds  per  week.— 
Under  these  circumstances,  they  thought  it  a  very 
becomin?  questii^n  lo  consider  «  hat  object  could  be 
gained  if  they  continued  the  active  operations  of  the 
League.  In  two  years  and  a  half  the  Corn  law 
would  be  completely  abolished,  and  by  any  efforts  of 
theirs,  be  they  ever  so  successful,  it  would  hardly  be 
possible  to  succeed  in  altering  the  law  whieli  now 
existed  on  Ihe  statute  bock.  There  was  no  reason  to 
fear  that  the  old  sjstem  would  ag^in  be  established; 
proleelionist  peers  must  first  raise  a  fresh  crop  of 
statesmen;  lot  at  present  the  free  traders  had  all 
the  statesmen  on  their  side.  He  confessed  he  hardly 
knew  who  to  thank,  or  how  lo  account  for  their  pre- 
sent position.  There  had  been  such  a  coincidence  of 
favorable  accidents  that  he  was  disposed  to  thank 
Ihal  Providence  which  had  overruled  so  many  appar- 
ently conflicting  incidents,  for  this  great  and  mighty 
good  (Cl.eers.)  He  believed,  at  all  events,  Ihey 
might  sav,  humanly  speaking,  they  owed  a  debt  of 
gratilude'lo  our  gracious  sovereign  the  qm  en;  for  it 


ppo 
suitable  testimonial  to  be  presented  to  the  members 
of  the  executive  council,  for  their  arduous  and  suc- 
cessful exertions.  Three  hearty  cheers  were  then 
given,  and  the  League  was  conditionally  dissolved. — 
Three  more  cheers  were  given  for  the  queen,  and  the 
meeting  broke  up. 

Testimonial  to  Mr.  Cobden.  Another  meeting 
was  held  at  three  o'clock,  at  the  same  place,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  presenting  ;  na- 
tional tribute  to  Mr.  Cobdc:i.  The  mayor,  W.  U. 
Walkins,  Esq.,  presided. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Greg,  after  eulcizing  the  conducl  of 
Mr.  Cobden,  and  staling  that  he  had  it  from  good  au- 
thority that  that  gentleman  had  sustained  a  loss  of 
<£50,000  by  his  exertions  and  allention  to  the  L-"ague 
— moved  that  his  fellow-countrymen  be  invited  to 
co-operate  in  testifying  their  appreciation  of  the  un- 
paralleled services  rendered  to  the  nation  by  Richard 
Cobden,  by  raising  for  and  presenting  lo  him  a  na- 
tional tribute,  commensurate  with  his  deserts,  and 
wilh  the  character  of  the  Unlish  people. 

Mr.  W.  Brown  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was 
unanimously  carried. 

A  comniillee  was  immediately  appointed,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  names  were  handed  in  to  the  chairman, 
for  subscriptions  amounting  to  ^£18,000.  Letters 
were  read  from  Earl  Ducie  and  others,  oH'ering  their 
subscriptions,  and  stating  that  at  least  .iTUU,000 
ought  to  be  raised. 

The  last  accounts  state  the  amount  of  the  sub- 
scription at  423,000  to  £24,000;  or  say  $120,000. 

FRANCE  AND  ALGERIA. 

Another  barbarous  botcherv  of  the  Arabs 
BY  Christian  Frenchmen!  Despatches  receiveil 
from  General  Cavaignac,  eonjinander-in-chief  of  the 


is  well  known  that  her  predilections  were  strongly  in  |  division  of  the  army  stationed  at  Djemma-Ghazaoual, 


favorof  the  cause  they  had  been  advocating.  (Great 
cheering.)  Mr-  Cobden  co.icluded  by  proposing  the 
following  resolution:— "That  an  acl  of  parliament 
having  been  passed,  providing  for  the  abolition  ofllie 
Corn  lav.-  in  February,  1849,  it  is  deemed  expedient 
to  su-pend  the  operalion»of  the  Anli-corn  law  league, 
and  the  executive  council  in  Manchester  is  hereby 
requested  lo  lake  the  necessary  steps  for  winding  up 
and  closing  the  affairs  of  the  League,  wilh  as  little 
delay  as  possible." 

Mr.  Bright  seconded  the  resolution,  and  it  was 
carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Greg  then  proposed— "1  hat  alter  the 
payment  of  the  first  instalincnl,  the  subscribers  to  the 
^250,000  fund  be  released  from  all  further  liabili- 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Ashworth.-and  carried 
unanimously.  ,  ,      ,  ,  ,  , 

Mr  E.  Baines,  jr.,  of  Leeds,  proposed  a  resolution, 
seconded,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  London,  to  the  eff'ecl 
that  the  league  earnestly  recommended  to  freetraders 
to  give  iheir  vigilant  atlenlion  lo  the  registration,  so 
as  lo  be  able  to  return  a  decided  majoriiy  lo  the  next 
bouse  of  commons.  . 

William  Brown,  Esq.,  who  was  received  with 
three  times  three  cheers,  said  it  was  exceedingly  gra- 
tifying that  they  had  it  in  their  power,  and  that  they 
were  that  day  incl  lo  redeem  the  pledge,  which  they 
eave  to  the  nation  and  the  world,  that  the  Anti-corn 
Law  League  should  only  co  exist  with  the  corn  law; 
and  he  feU  quite  sure  il  would  be  gratifying  to  them 
to  be  relieved  from  thai  agitation  to  which  many 


state  that  the  Arabs,  taking  advantage  of  tlie  tempo 
rarv  absence  of  the  general,  made  a  show  of  attack- 
ing'some  detachments  of  troops  employed  in  repair- 
ing Ihe  road  between  Ghazaoual  and  the  frontier. — 
The  troops  immediately  ceased  working,  and  sent  an 
express  lo  General  C,  who  immedialtly  returned 
wilh  the  detachment  under  his  command,  and  con- 
trived to  gel  the  Arabs  between  his  column  and  the 
sea,  so  that  they  could  not  by  any  possibility  escape. 
lie  then  attacked  them  fiercely,  and  the  wretched 
horde  were  butchered  to  a  man.  The  greater  por- 
tion were  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  the  Iroops,  and  the 
remainder  were  driven  into  the  sea  and  drowned. — 
The  whole  affair  was  a  disgraceful  butchery.  Of 
the  Arabs  not  a  soul  escaped — 5U0  were  destroyed. 
Of  the  French  there  docs  not  appear  to  have  been  a 
man  killed  or  wounded. 

FRANCE. 

Close  of  the  session — Cua.mbers  dissolved. — 
The  two  Chambers  havingconcluded  the  business  be- 
fore them,  were,  on  the  3d  July,  formally  prorogued 
by  royal  ordinance,  and  by  the  same  ordinance  the 
present  chamber  is  dissolved.  The  ordinance  for  an 
election,  lo  be  held  on  the  1st  of  August,  was  ex- 
pected to  appear  on  the  6th  July.  The  preparations 
lor  the  general  election,  on  the  pan  both  of  the  gov- 
ernmenl  and  the  opposition,  are  going  on  wilh  great 
aclivily.  The  opposition  has  had  for  some  time  past 
a  central  coininillce  silting  in  Paris,  which,  from 
lime  to  time,  issues  circulars  to  the  provisional  com- 
raitteea,  instructing  them  as  lo  the  candidates  whom 


nf\'hem  hardTv^ot'ed'oiemseUes'for  so  many  )ear's;they   are  lo  support,   and  the  best  mode  of  insuring 
of  their  lives      The  League  had  made  a  great  revo-  j  success,  and  admonishing  them  against  a  division  in 
lutien  in  their  commercial  policy,  which,  he   firmK  I  the  camp. 
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TAHITI. 

A  Valparaiso  letter  of  March  14lh,  says — "The 
Jules  Fogues,  a  French  vessel,  arrived  here  on  the 
9lh  inst.  from  Tahiti.  The  French  have  had  an  en- 
counter with  the  natives  of  the  Lland  of  lluahine 
(one  of  the  Society  group.)  'I'wo  Frenchmen,  set- 
tled on  this  ishind,  were  killed  by  the  natives,  not 
from  sheer  hostility  to  them  as  intruders,  but  in  re- 
venge for  some  crime  they  had  eomniilted. 

On  intelligence  of  this  murder  arriving  at  Tahiti, 
an  armed  force  was  despatched  to  punish  the  Island- 
ers. The  French,  on  landing,  found  the  natives 
prepared  for  them.  They  were  well  intrenched  and 
in  great  force.  The  Fiench  attacked  thcni  and 
drove  them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  from  the  first 
trench.  They  retired  into  anotlu-r,  which  was  ono 
of  a  series  of  trenches  which  they  had  prepared,  and 
opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  their  assailants,  which  was 
so  well  directed,  .nnd  maintained  with  so  much  stea- 
diness that  the  French  were  compelled  to  retreat, 
completely  repulsed,  with  a  loss  of  30  killed. 

The  French  have  not  given  out  what  the  loss  of 
the  Huahineans  may  have  been.  It  is  supposed  they 
do  not  know.  They  returned  to  Tahiti  in  a  sad 
plight,  whence  a  strong  party  was  about  to  be  des- 
patched lo  retrieve  the  misforlcnes  of  this  engage- 
ment. 

The  result  cannot  be  doubted  for  the  French  had 
at  Tahiti,  besides  the  established  force,  250  fresh 
Iroops,  then  just  arrived  in  a  transport,  thai  touched 
here  on  her  way  out. 

Queen  Poniare  was  still  at  Raiatea,  but  was  ex- 
peeled  at  Tahiti.  The  natives  there  were  still  in 
their  camps,  and  no  progress  had  been  made  in  sub- 
duing them.  The  general  impression  was  that  Ihe 
queen,  on  the  advice  ofllie  British  ministry,  convey- 
ed to  her  by  Sir  George  Seymour  in  his  late  visit  to 
the  islands,  would  submit  to  French  dominion,  and 
that  some  accommodation  would  be  cflceled  under 
which  she  could  live  respectably,  in-lead  of  existing, 
as  at  present,  on  the  charity  of  her  neighbors.  All 
was  quiet  at  Tahiti. 

MEXICO. 
Faredes  Ellcted  Peeside.m t.  Shortly  after  ihe  meet- 
ing of  the  Mexican  congress,  ilial  body  proceeded  lo  or- 
ganize the  e.tecutivo  power,  by  a  decree  dial  il  should  be 
deposited  provisionally  in  a  niagislrale  elecled  by  a  plu- 
raiily  of  ihe  voles  of  congress,  and  that  a  vice  president 
should  be  elecled  at  llie  same  time  to  act  in  the  absence 
of  the  president.  This  decree  was  passed  on  the  lOih  of 
June,  and  on  ihe  12ih  the  election  was  held.  Gen.  Pa- 
redes  was  elecled  president,  receiving 53  out  of  S3  voles. 
Gen.  Bravo  received  13  votes,  and  Gen.  Ilcrrera  7  voles. 
Gen.  Bravo  was  ihen  elected  vice  presideni,  receiving 
4S  out  of  «2  votes.  Tlie  highest  opposing  canditiaiB 
was  D.  Luis  G.  Cuevas,  who  received  i7  voles. 

Gen.  Paredes  took  the  oaths  of  olllce  on  (he  13ih  as 
provisional  presiden;,  and  at  the  same  time  pronounced 
another  discourse,  in  llie  most  notable  passage  of  which 
be  expresses  his  confidence  that  congress  mil  grant  all 
the  supplies  and  make  every  eti'ort  necessary  to  defend 
the  nuiional  cause.  He  reviews  at  length  ihe  wrongs 
which  Mexico  has  endured  ai  the  hands  of  iho  United 
Slates,  and  concludes  wiih  desiring  permission  to  as 
sumetlie  command  of  the  army  in  Ihe  field.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  Scnor  Bustamentc,  who  was  ill.  Dr.  D.  Louis 
Gonzaga  Gjrdoa  presided  over  congress.  He  replied  to 
the  president  in  subsianee,  thai  every  question  of  domes- 
tic policy  shrunk  into  insignificance  compared  wilh  me  in- 
vasion of  ihe  country  on  ihe  Kio  Bravo;  ihat  ihe  Mexi- 
can who  should  think  of  aught  else  than  ihc  injusiice 
and  treachery  wilh  which  their  soil  was  trampled,  and 
ihe  necessity  of  avenging  their  outraged  honor,  had  no 
right  to  claim  a  share  in  their  pairiolio  devotion. 

On  the  lS:h  permission  was  granted  to  Paredes  lo 
place  himself  at  the  head  of  ini...j,?,  and  proceed  lo  join 
Ihe  army  of  the  North.  Gonzaluz  Arov.ilo  was  lo  leave 
ihe  capital  on  the  lUili,  in  command  of  the  advance  of 
the  forces  of  Paredes.  Gen.  Mejia  w-as  in  the  actual 
command  of  the  army  of  the  North,  Arista  having  beea 
ordered  to  Me.\ico,  and  Anipudia  lo remain  ai  ,San  Luis 
Potosi.  [.A  paper  of  the  27[hi.lt.  says  ihai  Gen.  Arcvalo, 
instead  of  proceeding  to  ilie  Ironiier,  had  nmrehed  for 
Ciuadalajara  lo  pni  down  the  insurrection.] 

Gen.  Bravi  left  Vera  Cruz  for  the  city  of  Mexico  on 
the  "24ih,  to  discharge  the  functions  of  president  in  the 
absence  of  Paredes. 

Declaratio.v  of  war  propjsed.  The  committee  of 
congress  upon  foreign  reloiions  and  upon  war  made  a 
joini  report  upon  the  Ifiih  upon  thai  pari  oi  ilic  message 
of  Paredes  relating  lo  the  United  Slates.  Tho  report  re- 
commends the  passage  of  a  bill  dei'laring  Mexico  lo  be 
ill  a  siaie  of  war  with  thu  United  States.  We  do  not 
find  ihntihe  bill  had  uctually  been  passed.    Bocanegra 
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and  Valencia  were  among  the  members  of  this  commit- 
tee. After  a  short  report  upon  the  circumstances  ot  the 
case,  llie  commitiee  proposed  the  following: 

Projet  de  la  Lot.  The  extraordinary  national  con- 
gress of  the  Mexican  republic  considering; 

That  the  republic  of  the  Uiiiied  States  of  America, 
with  notorious  violation  of  all  right,  has  instigated  and 
protected  openly  and  persevenngly  the  insurrection  of 
the  colonists  of  Texas  against  the  nation  which  had  ad- 
mitted them  upon  its  territory  and  generously  shielded 
them  with  the  protection  of  its  laws: 

That  it  has  incorporated  the  same  territory  of  Texas 
into  its  union  by  an  act  of  its  congress,  notwithstanding 
it  has  always  belonged  by  undisputed  right  to  the  Mexi- 
can nation,  has  been  recognized  as  such,  by  the  United 
States  themselves,  as  appears  by  the  boundary  treaties  of 
1832  and  1835: 

That  it  has  not  maintained  the  solemn  assurances  and 
reservations  in  regard  to  thi>  rights  of  the  Mexican  re- 
public, which  by  means  of  its  agents  it  had  made  in 
conformity  with  those  treaties: 

That  it  has  also  invaded  the  department  of  Tamauli- 
pas,  introducing  an  army  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio 
Bravo,  giving  occasion  and  origin  to  the  battles  of  the 
8th  and  9th  of  Mav  of  the  present  year: 

That  in  lime  of  profound  peace,  and  during  estab- 
lished relations  of  amity,  between  the  two  countries,  it 
has  invaded  by  land  and  sea  the  territories  of  the  Call- 
fornias: 

That  it  has  blockaded  the  ports  of  Matamorog,  Vera 
Cruz,  and  Tampicoof  TamauHpas,  opening  its  fire  upon 
the  defences  of  the  latter: 

That  it  has  authorized  a  levy  of  troops  against  Mex- 
ico: 

That  it  has  declared  war  against  the  republic,  under 
the  pretext  that  the  said  states  had  been  invaded,  when 
in  fact  they  made  the  invasion. 

And  lastly,  considering  that  the  nationality  of  the 
Mexicans  is  seriously  compromised  by  the  power  and 
the  spirit  of  usurpation,  flagrantly  manifested  by  the 
neighboring  nation  of  the  United  States — Decrees— 

1st.  The  Mexican  nation,  in  the  exercise  of  its  natu- 
ral defence,  is  actually  in  a  stale  of  war  with  the  United 
Slates  of  America. 

2d.  In  consequence  thereof,  the  government  will  em- 
ploy all  its  resources  and  powers  to  render  Ihe  war  effec- 
tual to  the  reparation  of  the  injury  done  to  the  Mexican 
nation:  it  will  complete  the  bodies  of  permanent  militia, 
and  levy  new  forces  at  once  to  the  extent  it  shall  deem 
necessary,  both  to  fill  up  the  bodies  at  present  on  foot, 
and  to  create  others  of  the  same  description;  and  if  it 
shall  need  other  special  powers,  congress  will  confer 
them. 

This  report  hears  date  the  16th  ult.,  and  appears  in  the 
paper  of  the  27th,  and  we  know  not  what  action  was 
taken  by  congress  upon  it. 

The  diplomatic  corps  paid  their  respect  to  the  presi- 
dent upun  the  2ist  to  felicitate  him  upon  his  election. — 
The  British  minister,  Mr.  Rankhead,  addressed  the 
president  on  the  subject  very  briefly  and  in  very  gener- 
al terms.  The  reply  of  the  president  is  of  the  same 
character. 
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GENERAL    ORDERS    KG.  SO. 

TVar  department,  adjutant  generaVs  office, 

M'asliington,  July  17,  1S46. 

Promotions  and  appoi  .tnients  in  the  armj'  of  the 
United  Slates  made  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  since  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Army  Register,  January,  1846. 

1.  Promotions.  Qiiartermasler's  department.  Lieut, 
colonel  Henry  Whiting,  deputy  quartermaster  gen. 
to  be  assistant  qjartermaster  general  with  the  rank 
ol  colonel,  April  21,  1846,  nice  Cross,  deceased. 

Major  -/Eneas  Mackay,  quLirlermaster,  to  bo  de- 
puty quartermaster  general  with  Ihe  rank  of  lieut. 
colonel,  April  21,  1846,  vice  Whiting  promoted. 

Brevet  major  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  assistant  quar- 
termaster with  the  rank  of  major,  April  21,  1846,  to 
fill  a  vacancy. 

Captain  Thomas  Swords,  assistant  qnartermaster, 
to  be  quartermaster  wilh  the  rank  of  major,  April 
21,  1846,  vice  Mackay,  promoted. 

Corps  of  engineers.  First  lieut.  Geo.  L.  Welcker, 
to  be  captain  April  25,  18.}G,  lice  Bigelow,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  Henry  L.  Smith,  to  be  first  lieut. 
April  25,  1846,  fice  Welcker,  promoted. 

Corps  nf  topographical  engineers.  Second  lieutenant 
John  W.  Gunnison,  to  be  first  lieut.  May  3,  1846, 
vice  Blake,  deceased. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  John  Pope,  to  be  second  lieut. 
May  9,  1846,  nice  Gunnison,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  James  W.  Albert,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
May  27,  1846,  tiice  Fremont,  appointed  lieut.  colonel 
ID  the  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen. 

First  regiment  of  dragoons.  First  lieutenant  Henry 
S.  Turner,  to  be  captain  April  21,  1846  rice  Swords, 
appointed  quartermaster. 

Second  lieut.  John  W.  T.  Gardiner,  to  bo  first 
lieutenant,  April  21,  1B4G,  vice  Turner,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenant,  John  W.  Davidson,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  April  21,  1846,  vice  Gardner  pro- 
moted. 


Second  regiment  of  dragoons.  First  lieut.  Hamilton 
W.  Merrill,  to  be  captain,  iMarch  31,  1846,  vice  Ful- 
ton, resigned. 

Second  lieut.  William  Steele,  to  be  first  lieutenant, 
May  9,  1846,  vice  Inge,  killed  in  battle. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant,  John  Y.  Bicknell,  to  be 
second   lieutenant,  March  31,  1846. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Bezaleel  W.  Armstrong,  of  the 
first  dragoons,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  April  1,  1846, 
the  date  of  second  lieutenant  McDonald's  appoint- 
ment as  adjutant. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  James  M.  Hawes,  to  be  second 
lieut.  Aril  25,  1846,  vice  Mason,  killed  in  action. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Newton  C.  Givens,  of  the  first 
dragoons,  to  be  2d  lieut.  May  9,  1846,  vice  Steele, 
promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Richard  C.  W.  Radford,  of  the 
first  dragoons,  to  2d  lieutenant,  May  18,  1846,  vice 
Stevens,  deceased. 

first  regiment  of  artillery.  First  lieutenant  Miner 
Knowlton,  to  be  captain,  April  21,  1846,  vice  Tomp- 
kins, appointed  quartermaster. 

Second  lieutenant  James  B.  Ricketts,  to  be  first 
lieut.  April  21,  1846,  vice  Knowlton,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  John  P.  Johnstone,  of  the  fourth 
artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  April  21,1846, 
vice  Ricketts,  promoted. 

Second  regiment  of  artillery.  First  lieut.  James 
Duncan,  to  be  captain,  April  16,  1846,  vice  Drane, 
deceased. 

Second  lieutenant  Leslie  Chase,  to  be  first  lieut. 
April  16.  1846,  vice  Duncan,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Roswell  S.  Ripley,  of  the  third 
artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  March  26,  1S46, 
vice  L.  H.  Allen,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  John  J.  Peck,  to  be  second  lieut. 
April,  16,  1840,  vice  Chase,  promoted. 

Third  regiment  of  artillery.  First  lieut.  Morris  S. 
Miller,  to  be  captain,  May  11,  1846,  vice  Ringold, 
deceased. 

First  lieut.  Thomas  W.  Sherman,  to  be  captain. 
May,  28,  1846,  vice  Thomas,  resigned. 

First  lieut.  Christopher  Q.  Tompkins,  to  be  cap- 
tain, June  18,  1846,  vice  D.  H.  Vinton,  assistant 
quartermaster,  who  vacates  his  regimental  commis- 
sion. 

Second  lieut.  Sevvall  L.  Fremont,  to  be  first  lieut. 
May  11,  1846,  vice  Miller,  promoted. 

Second  lieut.  Richard  P.  Hammond,  to  be  first 
lieut.  May  93,  1846,  vice  T.  W.  Sherman,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds,  of  the  fourth 
artillery,  to  be  second  lieut.  May  11,  1846,  vice  Fre- 
mont, promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  James  A.  Hardie,  of  the  first  ar- 
tillery, to  be  second  lieutenant,  May  28,  1816,  rice 
Hammond,  promoted. 

Second  regiment  of  infantry.  Second  lieut.  Delozier 
Davidson,  to  be  first  lieutenant,  March  11,  1846,  vice 
Long,  deceased. 

Second  lieut.  Geo.  C.  Westcott,  to  be  first  lieut. 
March  15,  1846,  vice  Burnett,  deceased. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Charles  E.  Jarvis,  of  the  3d  in- 
fantry, to  be  3d  lie'jt.  March  11, 1846,  vice  Davidson, 
promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Frederick  Steele,  to  be  second 
lieutenant.  March  15, 1846,  vice  Westcott,  promoted. 

Third  regiment  of  infantry.  First  lieut.  William  S. 
Henry,  to  be  captain,  May  18,  1846,  Dice  Coburn,  re- 
signed. 

Brevet  1st  lieut.  Douglass  S.  Irwin,  to  be  first 
licut.  May  13,  1846,  vice  Henry,  promoted. 

Brevet  ad  lieut.  John  Trevitt,  of  the  second  infan 
try,  to  be  second  lieut.  May  18,  181C,  vice  Irwin, 
promoted. 

Fourth  regiment  of  infantry .  Second  lieut.  Sidney 
Smith,  to  be  first  lieut.  May  9,  1846,  vice  Cochrane, 
killed  in  battle. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Henry  M.  Judah,  of  the  eighth 
infantry,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  April  13,  1816, 
vice  Porter  killed  in  action. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Norman  Elting,  of  the  sixth  in- 
fantry, to  be  second  lieutenant,  May  9,  1846,  vice 
Smith,  promoted. 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry.  First  lieut.  Randolph 
B.  Marcy,  to  be  captain.  May  18,  1346,  vice  Thomp. 
son,  resigned. 

Second  lieut.  Sterne  H.  Fowler,  to  be  first  lieut. 
May  13,  1346,  vice  Marcy,  promoted. 

Second  lieut.  Spencer  Norvell,  to  be  first  lieut. 
May  IS,  1846,  vice  Root,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  licut.  Henry  R.  Selden,  of  the  first  in- 
fantry, to  be  second  lieutenant,  March  25,  1846,  vice 
Whiting,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Frederick  T.  Dent,  of  ths  sixth 
infantry,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  March  30,  1846, 
vice  Ceisse,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Erastus  B.  Strong,  of  the  seventh 
infantry,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  May  18,  1846,  vice 
Fowler,  promoted. 


Brevet  2d  lieut.  William  T.  Burwell,  of  the  sixth 
infantry,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  May  18,  1846,  vice 
Brooke,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  William  Read,  of  the  sixth  infan- 
try, to  be  second  lieutenant.  May  18,  1846,  vice  Nor- 
vell, promoted. 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry.  Firstlieut.  James  Mon- 
roe, jr.  to  be  captain.  May  9,  1846,  vice  Noel,  pro- 
moled  to  seventh  infantry. 

Second  lieut.  Leonidas  Wetmore,  to  be  first  lieut. 
May  9,  1846,  vice  Monroe,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Simon  B.  Buckner,  of  the  second 
infantry,  to  be  second  lieutenant.  May  9,  1846,  vic« 
Wetmore,  promoted. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry.  Brevet  major  Thomas 
Noel,  captain  sixth  infantry,  to  be  major.  May  9, 
1846,  vice  Brown,  deceased. 

First  lieut.  Gabriel  R.  Paul,  to  be  captain,  April 
19,  1846,  vice  More,  resigned. 

Second  lieut.  Richard  S.  Smith,  to  be  firstlieut. 
April  19, 1846,  vice  Paul,  promoted. 

Brevet  second  lieut.  John  C.  McFerran,  of  the 
third  infantry,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  April  19, 1846 
vice  Smith,  promoted.  > 

Eighth  regiment  of  infantry.  Brevet  2d  lieut.  Chas. 
G.  Merchant,  to  be  second  licut.  May  9,  1846,  vice 
Chadbourne,  killed  in  battle. 

Brevet.  Brevet  brigadier  general  Zachary  Taylor, 
to  be  Major  General  by  brevet.  Way  9, 1846,  for  "gal- 
lant conduct  and  distinguished  services  in  the  suc- 
cessive victories  over  superior  Mexican  forces  at 
'  Palo  Jlllo,'  and  'Ecsaca  de  la  Palmn,^  on  Ihe  8th  and 
9th  of  May,  1846." 

II.  Appontments.  General  officers.  Brevet  major 
general  Zachary  Taylor,  colonel  of  the'  sixth  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  to  be  majorgeneral,  June  29,  1846. 

Colonel  David  E.  Twiggs,  of  the  second  regiment 
of  dragoons,  to  be  hrigatiier  general,  June  30,  1846. 

Colonel  Stephen  W.  Kearny,  of  the  first  regiment 
of  dragoons,  ta  be  brigadier  general,  June  30,  1846. 

Jldjutant  general's  department.  Captain  George  A. 
McCall,  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  infantry,  to  be  as- 
sistant adjutant  general,  with  the  brevet  rank  of  ma- 
jor, July  7,  1846. 

Brevet  captain  Wm.  W.  S.  Bliss,  assistant  adjut. 
general,  to  be  assistant  adjutant  general  wilh  the 
brevet  rank  of  major,  July  7,  1846. 

First  lieut.  Randolph  Ridgely,  of  the  third  regi- 
ment of  artillery,  to  be  assistant  adjutant  genera, 
with  the  brevet  rank  of  captain,  July  7,  1846. 

First  lieut.  George  Lincoln,  of  the  eighth  regimeni 
of  infantry,  to  be  assistant  adjutant  general,  with  the 
brevet  rank  of  captain,  July  7,  1846. 

First  lieut.  Oscar  F.  Winship,  of  the  second  regi. 
ment  of  dragoons,  to  be  assistant  adjutant  general 
with  the  brevet  rank  of  captain,  July  7,  1846,  vie 
Bliss,  promoted.  < 

(Quartermaster's  department.  First  lieut.  Alexandei 
Montgomery,  of  the  seventh  regiment  of  infantry,  tc 
be  assistant  quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of  captain 
May  11,  1846. 

First  lieut.  Robert  Allen,  of  the  second  regimen' 
of  artillery,  to  be  assistant  quartermaster,  with  thf 
rank  of  captain.  May  11,  1846. 

First  lieut.  William  W.  Chapman,  of  the  seconc 
regiment  of  artillery,  to  be  assistant  quartermaster 
with  the  rank  of  caplain,  May  11,  1846. 

Brevet  captain  Ripley  A.  Arnold,  first  lieut.  second 
regiment  of  dragoons,  to  be  assistant  quarter  master 
with  the  rank  of  captain.  May  II,  1846. 

First  lieut.  Robert  H.  Chilton,  of  the  first  regi- 
ment of  dragoons,  to  be  assistant  quartermaster  witt 
the  rank  of  captain.  May  11,  1846. 

First  lieut.  Henry  C.  Wayne,  of  the  first  regimeni 
of  artillery,  to  assistant  quartermaster  with  the  ranii 
of  captain.  May  11,  1846. 

First  lieut.  Simon  H.  Drum,  of  the  fourth  regi- 
ment of  artillery,  to  be  assistant  quartermaster  with 
the  rank  of  captain,  June  29,  1846. 

Medical  department.  Robert  Murray,  of  Maryland 
to  be  assistant  surgeon,  June  29,  1846. 

Pay  department.  Abram  Van  Buren  of  New  York 
to  be  paymaster,  June  26,  1846. 

Robert  H.  Hammond,  of  Pennsylvania,  (additional 
paymaster,)  to  be  paymaster,  June  29,  1846. 

Corps  of  engineers.  1.  Cadet  Charles  S.  Stewart, 
of  New  Jersey,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  July  1,  1846 

Ordnance  department.  James  G.  Sturgeon,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  be  military  storekeeper,  iMay  27,  1846, 
vice  R.  B.  Butler,  dismissed. 

Joel  W.Jones,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be 
military  storekeeper,  June  19,  1846,  in  place  of 
Stevens  T.  Mason,  appointed  captain  in  the  mounted 
riflemen. 

licgiment  of  mounted  riflemen.  Colonel.  Pcrsifor  F. 
Smith,  of  Louisiana,  May  27,  1846. 

Lieutenant  colonel.  Brevet  captain,  John  C.  Fre- 
mont, 2d  lieut.  corps  of  topographical  engineers, 
May  27,  1846. 
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Major.     George  S.  Burbridge,  of  Kentucky,  May 
27,  1S46. 
RAVE.  Caplnins.  compamv. 

1.  VVm.  W.  r.oring,  Florida,  May  27,  18-lG,       A 

2.  \V'   ilow  F.Sanderson,  of  O.May  37, 184G,  B 

3.  Sam.  H.  Walker,  of  Texas,  May  27,  184C,    C 

4.  Henry  C.  Pope,  of  Ky.  Mav  27,  1846,  D 

5.  Ge-j.  B.  Crinlenden,  of  Ky.  May  27,  1S4G,  K 

6.  Slevens  T.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  Military 

stcrekeeper  of  ordnance.  May  27,  184G,     F 

7.  John  S.  Simnnson,  of  Ind.  May  27,  1846,     G 

8.  Jacob  B.  Rackenstos,  of  111.  May  27,  1846,    H 

9.  Step.  S.  TucUer,  of  Ark.  May  27.  1846,      K 
10.  Charles  RuCf,  of  Missouri,  Jnly  7,  1846, 

in  place  of  Bela  M.  Hughes,  diclined,  I 

First  Li€utenati!s. 
1.   Benj.  S.  Roberts,  of  Iowa  ten  May  27,  1846,    C 
2    'rho.s.  En-ell,  of  Tennessee,  M.ay  27,  1846,         D 

3.  Andrew  Porter,  Penn.  Mav  27,  1346,  F 

4.  Michel  E.  Van  Buren,  of  iMic.  May  27,  1S46,  K 

5.  Llewellvn  Jjnes,  of  N.  Y.  Mav  27,  1346,  E 
b.   Noah  i\ewwn,ol  Ohio,  Mav  27,  1846,  B 

7.  Thos.  Duncan,  of  Illinois,  May  27,  1846,  H 

8.  Wmi.  \V.  Tavlor,  of  Indiana,  .May  27,  1346,      G 
D.  Andrew  J.  L'liusav,  of  Miss.  May  27,  1846,      A 

10.  John  G.  VValUer,  iS  Mo.  May  27, 1845,  I 

11.  Spear  S.  Tipton,  of  Indiana,  May  27, 1846,        E 

Second  Lieuleiiants. 

1.  Thos.  Claiborne,  jr.  of  Tenn.  May  27,  1346,      D 

2.  T.  G.  Rhetl,  bvt.  2d  licut.  oford.  May  27,  1846,  F 

3.  Chas.  L.  Denman,  of  N.  Y.  .Mav  27,  1S46,        E 

4.  Washini'tonL.  Elliott,  of  Fenn.  May  27, 1846,  K 

5.  ■l'homa8""D..vis,  ol  IlHnois,  May  27,  1346,  H 

6.  Geo.  McLai.e,  of  Md.  May  27,  1S4G,  C 

7.  Roht.  Murray  Morris,  of  ihe  District  of  Co- 

lumhia.  May  27,  1846,  A 

8.  Llewellyn  Raguei,  of  Ohio,  27,  1346,  B 

9.  Francis  S.  K.  Russell,  of  Mic.  May  27,  1846,    G 
10.  Julian  May,  of  the  D.  of  Co  May  27,  1S46,        I 

Transfers- 

Second  lieut.  William  K.  Van  Bukkelen,  of  the 
3d  infantry,  to  the  7lh  infantry,  to  take  place  on  the 
Army  Register  nesl  below  lieutenant  Potter. 

Second  lieutenant  John  C.  JIcFerran,  of  the  7lh 
infantry,  to  the  3d  infantry,  to  lake  place  on  the 
Army  Register  next  below  lieutenant  Hazlitt. 

Second  lieutenant  Richard  C.  W.  Radford,  of  the 
2d  dragoons,  to  the  Ist  dragoons,  to  take  place  on  the 
Army  Register  next  below  lieutenant  Davidson. — 
(This  transfer  is  made  to  correct  an  oversight.  See 
"  General  orders''  No.  27,  of  July  9,  1846  ) 

BAKK.  COMPANY. 

1.  Brevet  2J  lieutenant  Daniel  M.Frost, 

of  the    Ibt  artillery,  to  the  mounted 
riflemen,  (brevet  JiiJi/  I,  1344.)  B 

2.  Brevet  2d  lieutenant  George  W.  Haw- 

kins, of  the  1st  infantry,  to  the  mount- 
ed riflemen,  (brevet  July  1,  1844.)  D 

3.  Brevet  2d  lieutenant   John  P.  Hatch, 

of  the  3d   infantry  to    the   mounted 
riflemen,  (brevet  July  1,  1845  )  H 

4.  Brevet  2d  lieutenant  Gordon  Granger, 

of  the  2d  infantry,  to   the   mounted 
riflemen,  (brevet  Jiifi/ 1,  1845.)  K 

III.  The  following  named  Cadets,  graduates  of 
the  military  academy,  are  attached  to  the  army  with 
the  brevet  of  2d  lioutenant,  in  conformity  with  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act  of  April  2S,  ISI2,  to  take 
rank  from  July  1,  1S4C: 
Brevet  2i(  Lieutenants  attactiei  to  the  corps  of  engineers, 

8ANE. 

2.  Cadet  George  B.  McClellan,  of   Pennsylvania, 

3.  Cadet  Charles  E.  Blunt,  of  New  York, 

4.  John  G.  Foster,  of  New  Hampshire. 

Brevet  '2d  Lieulenants  iMacltcd  to  Ihe  corps  of  Topogra- 
phical Engineers. 

5.  Cadet  Edmund  L.  T.  Hardcastle,  of  Maryland, 

6.  Cadet  Francis  T.  Bryan,  of  North  Carolina. 
Brevet  2(i  lieuls.  altached  to  the  Ordnance  Department. 

7.  Cadet  George  H.  Derby,  of  Massachusetts, 

8.  Cadet  Jesse  L.  Reno,  of  Pennsylvania. 
Brevet  2d  tieulcnauts  altached  to  the  Dragoon  ..Inn. 

HANK.     CADETS.  COMPANY  &  REGT. 

9.  Clarendon  J.  L.  Wilson,  of  Va.      B  1st  Drags 
25.  John  Adams,  of  Ttnn.  C  1st  Drags 

28.  Thomas  F.  Castor,  of  Penn.  B   2d  Drags 

29.  Oren  Chapman,  of  New  York,        D  2d  Drags 

31.  Oliver  H.  P.  Taylor,  of  R.  I.  G  1st  Drags 

32.  Samuel  D.  Sturgis,  of  Penn.  E  2d  Drags 

33.  George  Stoneman,  jr.  ofN.  Y.  K  1st  Drags 

34.  James  Oaks,  of  Pei.nsylvania,  G   2d  Drags 

35.  William  D.  Smith  of  Georgia,         1   21  Dra^s 

36.  George  F.  Evans,  of  Maine,  A  1st  Drags 
Brevet  2rf  Lieutenants  attached  to  the  artillery  arm. 

10  Thomas  M.  Whedbee,  of  N.  C.  C  3d  Art 

11  Edmund  Hays,  of  Pennsylvania,  A  Ist  Art 

12  Edmund  C.  Boynton,  of  Vermont,  A  2d  Art 

13  Darius  N.  Couch,  of  New  York,  B  4lh  Art 

14  Henry  B.  Seers  of  iMassachusetts,  B  2d  Art 

15  William  Dutlon,  of  New  York,  C  1st  Art 

16  John  A.  Brown,  of  Maryland,  A  4th  Art 

17  Thomas  J.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  K.  1st  Art 


18  Albert  L.  Magilton,  of  Pennsylvania,  C  4lh  .^rt 

19  Truman  Seymour,  of  Vermont.  G  1st  Art 

20  Colville  J.  Minor,  of  the  D.  of  Co.         F  3J  Art 

22  Marcus  D.  L.  Simpson,  of  N  York,      C  2d   Art 

23  Rufus  J.  Bacon,  of  Maine,  G  4th  Art 

24  Hamilton  N.  Shields,  of  Virginia,  G  2d  Art 
2G  Richard  H.  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania,  D  2d  Art 
27  Henry  A.  Ehninger,  of  New  York,       I  4th  Art 

Brevet  2d  Lieulennnls  altached  to  the  lafantry  Jinn. 

21  Charles  C.  Gilbert,  of  Ohio,  C  31  Inf 
30  Alexander  P.  Rogers,  of  Conneclicul,  C  4th  Inf 
41)  Parmenus  T.  Turnlcy,  of  Tennessee,  D  21  Inf 

41  David  R   Jones,  of  Georgia,  E   2d  Inf 

44  Frederick  Myers,  of  Connecticut,         E  5th  Inf 

45  Delancy  F.  Jones,  of  New  York,  D7th  Inf 
4G  John  D.  Wilkins,  of  Pennsylvania,       U  4lh  Inf 

47  Joseph  N.  G.  Whistler,  A  8lh  Inf 

48  Thomas  Eisly,  of  Virginia,  B  8lh  Inf 

49  Nelson  H.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,      H  3d    Inf 

50  Thos.  R.  McConnell,  of  Georgia,         K  3d    Inf 

51  iMathew  R.  Stevenson,  of  New  York,  (i  1st  Inf 

52  Georges.  Humphreys,  of  Maryland,  F    2d   Inf 

53  William  H.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  F  5th  Inf 

54  Cadmus  M.  \Vilcox,  of  Tennessee,      E  4lh  Inf 

55  William  M.  Gardiner,  of  Georgia,      C    Ist  Inf 

56  Edward  Russell,  of  Pennsylvania,  I   Gih  Inf 

57  Archibald  B.  Bolls,  of  Virginia,  I   4th  Inf 

58  Samuel  B.  Maxey,  of  Kentucky,  E  7lh  Inf 

59  George  E.  Pickett,  of  Illinois,  I  8th  Inf 
Brevet  2d  Lieutenants  altached  to  the  regiment  of  mount- 
ed rijlenien. 

37  Dabney  H.  Maury,  of  Virginia,  0 

38  Innis  N.  Palmer,  of  New  York,  A 

39  James  Stewart,  of  South  Carolina,  F 

42  Alfred  Gibbs,  of  New  York,  G 

43  George  11.  Gordon,  of  Massachusetts,  I 
The  foregoing  assignmenls  to  regiments  and  com- 
panies will  be  regarded  as  a  temporary  arrangement, 
nccesssary  for  the  convenience  of  the  service;  ^jromo- 
tions  will  lake  place  according  to  tho  following  rule: 

"Cadets  acting  as  supernumerary  oBicers  in  the  ar- 
my, in  virtue  of  their  Breoels,  will  be  successively 
promoted  to  vacancies  of  the  lowest  grade  which 
may  first  ha  ppen  in  the  particular  Jirm,  to  which 
they  may  have  been  attached,  according  to  the  order 
of  rank  established  at  the  military  academy. 

STATES    OF    THE    UNION. 


The  stirring  incidents  of  the  last  two  months  oblig- 
ed us  to  defer  our  regular  journal  of  state  incidents. 
We  hasten  to  resume  their  publication,  and,  by  con- 
densing, will  soon  bring  up  leeway. 

New  STATES.  There  will  without  doubt,  be  thir- 
ty stales,  represented  in  the  thirtieth  congress  of  the 
United  Slates,  which  will  assemble  the  4th  of  March, 
1848.  Twonty-eight  states  are  represented  in  the 
present  congress.  lowi  has  already  been  authori- 
sed to  form  a  constitution.  A  bill  to  authorise  Wis- 
consin to  do  likewise,  will  pass  the  preient  session 
of  congress. 

Maine.  For  a  United  States  senator  to  succeed 
Mr.  Evans,  whose  term  expires  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1847,  a  very  warm  contest  was  maintained  by  parti- 
zans  in  favor  of  respective  candidates,  or  rather  by 
cliques  of  the  parly  in  majority  in  both  branches  of 
Ihe  legislature.  Those  desirous  of  electing  Gov. 
Anderson  to  the  senate,  had  a  majority  in  the  senate, 
and  the  friends  of  Mr.  Ilamlin  were  in  majority  in 
the  house.  No  joint  meeting  could  be  en"ectedj  each 
branch  nominated  their  own  favorite;  several  caucus 
meetings  bad  failed  to  produce  a  reconciliation. 

A  letter  to  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce, 
says:  "There  are  three  principal  parlies  to  this  con- 
troversy— the  Hamlin  men,  who  compose,  in  fact, 
Uie  largest  parly  in  both  branches — the  Anderson 
party,  which  in  other  matters  moves  with  those  who 
support  Hamlin,  and  is  respectably  large  in  both 
branches— and  another  party  which  controls  very 
few  voles  in  the  house,  but  has  from  four  to  seven 
votes  in  the  senate.  This  party  is  called,  by  Ihe 
other  two,  the  "Calhoun  party,"  is  opposed  to  the 
general  tactics  of  both,  prefers  John  D.  McCrale  to 
anybody  else,  and  anybody  else  to  Hamlin  or  An- 
derson. They  united  their  vole  on  Anderson  in  the 
senate  with  a  view  to  offset  the  vote  of  Hamlin  in 
the  house.  The  fires  from  these  several  divisions 
have,  thus  far,  as  you  see,  resulted  in  the  success  of 
none  of  them.  Each  is  desirous  of  annihilating  Ihe 
candidate  of  the  other,  and  perhaps  in  this  they  will 

Fnally  both  of  these  candidates  had  to  be  abandon- 

Al  length,  July  IGth,  another  ballotting  took  place, 

The  senate  tadol— James  W.   Bradbury,  received 

26,  George  Evans  2,  and  Luther  Severance  1  yole-- 

total  votes  given,  29.     A  message   was   immediately 

sent  to  the  house  informing  them  of  the  resull. 


The  house  ballot,  was  then  taken.  Number  of  mem- 
bers returned  143;  one  too  nianv.  Total  number  of 
ballots  144.  or  those  J.  W.  Bradbury  had  68,  Goo. 
Evans  52,  Rion  Bradbury  11,  Samuel  Fcssenden  5, 
John  .\nder3on  2,  Hannibal  Hamlin  2,  E.  II.  Allen, 
E.  Smith,  A.  Nourse,  and  lion.  John  Anderson  each 
one  ballot.     No  choice. 

Second  ballot — Bradbury  C9,  Geo.  Evans  53,  and 
21  scattering— no  choice. 

The  third  ballot,  was  declared  to  have  resulted  as 
follows:  Members  returned  145;  whole  number  of 
ballots  145;  necessary  to  a  choice   143. 

James  W.  Bradbury  has  77 

George  F.vans  49 

Samuel  Fesscnden  5 

n.  Bradbury  5 

John  .Anderson  3 

N.  Clilford  2 

D   L.  Bradbury  1 

K.  H.  Allen  1 

W.  Babbigo  1 

Blank  1 

145 

James  W.  Bradbury,  of  Augusta,  was  thereupon 
declared  duly  elected. 

A  letter  from  Hallowell,  published  in  the  Boston 
Atlas,  of  tho  24lh,  mentions  the  discovery  of  a  stu- 
pendous fraud,  by  wliich  Mr.  Bradbury  was  declared 
elected  U.  3.  senator.  It  appears  that  only  forty 
three  ballots  were  returned  for  Mr.  Evans,  when 
fifty-three  whigs  have  signed  a  solemn  declaration  that 
they  voted  for  Mr.  Evans;  and  four  other  whigs  have 
testified  thai  they  voted  for  Mr.  Allen,  of  Bangor, 
and  W.  P.  Fesscnden,  of  Portland;  this,  together 
with  the  votes  of  the  independent  democrats,  makes 
seventy-four  against  Bradbury,  which,  with  the  abo- 
lition vole,  would  have  defeated  him  by  several 
votes. 

-Mr.  Magoun,  of  Bath,  a  gentleman  of  the  highest 
respectability  and  character,  testifies  that  he  went 
into  the  committee  room  and  there  found  his  ballot, 
which  was  not  rclurasd,  as  also  the  ballot  of  Mr. 
Kingsberry. 

An  investigation  was  demanded  in  the  house  of 
representatives  on  the22d,  and  it  was  declared  if  Gov, 
Anderson  gave  Mr.  B.  a  eerlifieate  of  election  (which 
it  is  said  he  has  refused)  the  seat  would  be  contest- 
ed. 

The  committee  lo  receive,  sort,  and  count  tha 
voles  for  a  U.  S.  senator,  did  not  revise  each  other's 
count;  and  the  scalleriixg  votes  were  counted  for  Mr. 
Bradbury,  and  this  was  the  way  the  fraud  was  con- 
summated. 

After  a  long  debate,  the  house,  on  Saturday  last, 
indifinitely  postponed  the  consideration  of  the  order, 
by  a  vote  of  C7  to  46. 

Gubernatorial  noHiiiidlJoiis.  The  whigs  of  Maine 
have  nominated  the  hon.  David   Bronson,  of  Augus- 

I  ta,  as  their  cardidato  for  governor.  The  democarts 
have  nominated  for  the  same  ofiice,  tho  hon.  John 

j  W.  Dana,  of  Fryeburg. 

Portland  —Population.  By  a  census  just  taken,  it 
appears  that  seven  hundred  have  been  added  during 
the  last  year  to  tlie  number  of  inhabitants,  which 
now  amount  in  round  numbers  to  17,000. 

i      fiiiniicts.     To  meet  the  estimated  demands  upon 

'  the  treasury,  a  tax  was  levied  last  year,  by  which  it 
was  proposed  to  raise  jj'200,000.     The  receipts  have 

.been  considerably  larger  than  was  anticipated,  par- 
ticularly in  tha  items  of  land   sales,  where  the  sum 

j  of  $96,000,  has  been    realized,  over  and  above  the 

1  estimate,  and  the  receipts  from  the  general  govern- 

1  ment,  which  were  uncertain,  but  which  have  amount- 

'ed  to  over  $160,000. 

j      In  slate  credit,  Maine  stands  No.  1.     Her  six  pep 

j  cent,  stock  has  recently  been  as   high  as  eleven  per 

1  cent,  advance. 

i  Temperance  act.  Among  the  acts  passed  by  the  le- 
gislature now  in  session,  is  one  entitled  "An  act  to 
restrain  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks." 

New  Hampshire.— C/ni/eii   Slates    Senator.      Col. 

■  Joseph  Cilley,  has  been  duly  elected,  commission- 

■  ed,  and  has  taken  his  seat,  for  the  residue  of  tha 
term  for  which  Mr.  Woodbury,  now  U.  S.  judge, 
was  elected.  Mr.  Janness,  who  had  been  appointed 
by  the  governor  of  N.  H.  to  fill  the  station  until 
an  election  look  place,  retire  1  from  the  senate  of 
course,  on  the  announcement  of  an  election  having 
taken  place.  Col.  Cilley  is  a  brother  of  the  genlle- 
nian  who  fell  in  a  duel  whilst  representing  one  of 
the   congressional   districts   of  Maine   a    few  years 

j  since.  The  brothers  didered  in  political  sentiment. 
I  Col.  Cilley  is  opposed  to  the  party  now  in  m.ijority 
'  in  the  general  government,  and  will  act  with  the 
'  whigs  in  opposition  to  the  administration. 

A  letter  from  Concord,  says:  "Col.  Cilley  is  the 
j  lineal  descendant  of  Brigadier  General  Cilley,  one 
of  the   best  fighting  generals  of  the  revolutionary 
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ar.Tiy.  Col.  C.  was  an  officer  in  the  regular  service 
during  tlie  last  war,  and  was  e?ery  where  distin- 
guished for  his  valor  and  enterprize;  he  was  attach- 
ed to  Miller's  regiment,  and  was  in  all  the  battles  of 
that  tough  old  soldier.  He  was  present  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Briilgewater,  and  there  commanded  the  com- 
pany on  the  right  of  Miller's  regiment  when  the  or- 
der came  to  charge  the  enemy's  battery,  which  was 
making  such  havoc  among  our  troops.  Cilley  was 
the  first  man  who  reached  the  cannon,  and  was 
Struck  down  by  a  bullet  from  the  retreating  foe;  the 
ball  passed  through  his  thigh,  shattered  the  bone  in 
a  terrible  manner,  and  its  ell'ecis  you  may  now  per- 
ceive in  his  gait.  He  is,  as  you  have  stated,  an  old- 
er brother  of  Jonathan  Cilley,  of  IMaine,  who  was 
killed  in  a  duel  at  Washington  some  years  since;  but 
1  have  reason  10  believe  Col.  Cilley  considered  the 
conduct  of  his  lamented  brother's  advisers  on  that 
sad  occasion  to  be  fully  as  censurable  as  that  of  his 
opponents.  Col.  Cilley  is  a  man  of  strong  and  prac- 
tical mind,  of  determined  will,  and  high  sense  of 
honor.  He  is  the  precursor  o(  the  'Hale-storm.^  " 
The   legsilature  has  elected. 

Secretary  of  state,  George  G.  Fogg,  (independent.)  ] 
State  treasurer,  James  Beverley,  (independent.) 
Commissary  gfiicra/,  Edward   ]N.  Anderson,  (whig.) 
Slate  printer,  Asa  McFarland,  (whig.) 
A    loco  state  convention,    which    met    at  Concord 
on  the  11th  iiist.,  nominated  Jared  W.  Williams,  as 
the  candidate  of  the  party  for  governor  at  the  elec- 
tion next  March. 

On  the  Oregon  queslon,  the   convention 
^'Resolved,  That  the  course  of  the  national  adminis- 
tration  in  upholding  and  maintaining  the  American 
title  to  Oregon,  meets  with  the  hearty  approbation  of 
this  convention." 

When  the  above  resolution  was  adopted,  the  con- 
Tention  were  not  apprised  that  the  president  had  de- 
serted the  fifly-four-forty  line. 

The  Bangor  Democrat,  sajst  "The  settlement  of 
the  Oregon  question  and  our  difficulties  with  Mexico 
will  be  the  glory  of  this  administration." 

The  legislature,  closed  its  session  of  Ihirly  eight 
days,  on  the  10th  inst.,  having  enacted  many  import- 
ant laws,  and  especially  some  wilh  a  view  to  inler- 
nal  improvements  and  enterprises  that  have  for  a 
number  of  years  been  struggling  to  obtain  legislative 
sanction.  The  Concord  a«(csi;i(m,  (whig)  says;  "that 
from  no  session  of  the  lust  thirty  years  was  so  much 
good  and  so  little  harm  the  result,  as  is  likely  to  be 
the  issue  of  the  session  of  1846." 

The  old  man  of  the  mountain.  The  venerable  Abel 
Crawford  remains  at  his  post  and  is  as  constant  at 
h  3  seal  in  tlie  house  as  any  member.  He  is  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  public  lands.  Recently  a 
petition  was  presented  by  the  state  to  build  a  hotel 
on  Mount  Washington.  No,  said  the  old  gentleman, 
the  state  has  no  right  to  grant  such  privilege — that  is 
private  properly.  He  may  build  a  hotel  there  if  he 
wishes,  but  not  by  state  autlmrity.  The  petition  was 
rejected,  and  the  old  gentleman  and  his  neighbors 
hold  their  rights  in  the  knolls  around  them  unmo- 
lested. The  old  gentleman,  although  in  elections  he 
has  voted  for  the  radical  candidates,  is,  as  we  stated, 
at  the  time  of  his  election,  conservative  in  principle 
on  the  suDJecl  of  banks,  corporaiions,  &o.  He  says 
he  is  for  that  policy  which  will  tend  to  increase  ca- 
pital, population,  and  enterprise  in  our  own  slate, 
and  believes  the  tendency  of  past  legislation  has 
been  wrong  in  that  respect.  The  great  amount  of 
travel  to  the  While  Mountains  the  last  year  has  in- 
duced him  to  make  an  addition  of  25  feet  by  4t,',  to 
his  house.  The  Willey  house  has  just  been  extend- 
ed to  two  stories  in  height  and  7U  feet  in  length. — 
Thomas  Crawford,  at  the  North  House,  has  added 
twenty  rooms  to  his  premises  this  season — and  the 
Fabyan  House,  which  was  before  GO  feet  long,  has 
received  an  addition  of  140  feet.  Travellers  the 
present  season  may  therefore  feel  certain  of  accoin- 
dations.  The  old  gentleman,  now  rising  eighty,  has 
spent  nearly  threescore  years  among  the  mountains, 
and  bids  far  to  spend,  at  least,  another  score  there. 
ll'ortsmoulh  Journal. 

Whig  convention.  The  wliigs  held  a  convention 
prior  to  the  adjournment,  at  which  it  was  concluded 
lo  hold  a  state  convention  fur  the  nomination  of  candi- 
dates some  time  in  the  fall,  and  that  congressional 
conventions  should  be  held  in  the  respective  congres- 
sional districts  in  November,  for  the  nomination  of 
reprcscnlatlvca  lo  congress. 

Vermont.  The  whig  slate  convention  has  nomi- 
nated for  governor,  Horace  I'.aton,  of  Enosburgh; 
for  lieul.  governor,  Ijconord  Sargeant,  of  Manches- 
ter; fur   treasurer,  Elisha   P.  Jewell,  of  Montpelier. 

The  loco  party  has  made  the  following  ticket: 
John  Smith,  of  Si.  Albans,  for  governor;  T,  B.  Ran- 
som, of  Norwich,  for  lieul.  governor;  Daniel  Bald 
WiD,  of  Montpelier,  for  treasurer. 


Hon.  George  P.  Marsh,  the  present  incumbent, 
has  been  nominated  for  congress  by  the  wbigs  for  the 
third  congressional  district  of  Vermont. 

Oregon.  We  are  indebted  lo  an  esteemed  friend 
for  a  file  of  the  Oregon  Spectator,  published  semi- 
monthly, at  Oregon  city,  in  Oregon  Territory,  by  an 
association  of  printers.  It  is  edited  by  W.  G. 
T'Vanlt,  Esq.,  and  adopts  for  its  motto.  Dr.  Bow- 
ring's  line  "Westward  the  star  of  empire  takes  its 
way." 

The  progressiveness  of  our  people  receives  no 
where  so  strong  a  proof  as  in  the  west,  where  the 
transition  from  the  sparse  and  rude  selilements,  to 
populous  and  well  ordered  communities,  and  from 
the  uncivilized  and  roving  settler,  to  the  steady  and 
law-governed  citizen,  is  rapid.  The  upstarting  of 
communities  as  if  by  magic,  the  disappearance  of 
the  forest  and  the  appearance  of  villages,  the  in- 
coming of  law  and  order,  where  but  a  few  years 
ago  there  was  no  rule  and  the  Indian  held  undisput- 
ed possession,  are  subjects  for  grateful  contem- 
plation, and  in  each  new  body  of  citizens,  which 
our  goveriinient  gathers  under  its  protecting  wings, 
upon  its  own  proper  territory,  there  is  another  guar- 
antee for  the  continuance  of  our  institutions. 

Oregon  is  coming  up  to  the  position  of  our  ad- 
vanced civilization  very  rapidly.  It  has  a  provision- 
al government  formed  lo  meet  the  exigencies  of  her 
position,  and  Oregon  city  is  a  thriving  place,  with 
all  the  elements  of  great  future  prosperity  about  it. 
Among  these  is  its  newspaper,  the  Oregon  Spectator, 
a  very  well  conducted  sheet,  the  publication  of  which 
has  recently  been  commenced  there. 

The  editor  in  his  salutatory  address  makes  a  pro- 
per reference  lo  the  character  of  the  community  in 
which  the  "Spectator"  is  located  and  derives  from 
the  circumstances  by  which  he  is  surrounded — from 
the  fact  that  the  people  of  Oregon  are  far  removed 
from  the  civilized  settlements  of  the  United  States, 
having  thus  far,  no  proleclion  hut  that  which  is  af- 
forded by  the  provisional  government  of  Oregon,  and 
with  but  one  interest  to  represent,  and  that  interest, 
the  welfare  of  the  territory  and  the  citizens  of  it — 
sufficient  reasons  for  adhering  to  a  perfect  neutrality 
in  politics.  There  are  numerous  indications,  how- 
ever, that  the  absence  of  the  wordy  strife  of  politi- 
cal war  will  not  be  deeply  fell,  because,  the  matter 
which  supplies  the  place  it  would  occupy,  is  both 
good  and  proper,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  the 
"Spectator"  will  be  an  able  exponent  to  the  true  in- 
terests of  the  colony,  and  be  the  instrument  of  good 
in  times  present  and  lo  come. 

We  find  in  the  first  number  the  "organic  laws  of 
Oregon,"  as  reported  by  the  legislative  committee 
of  the  provisional  government.  The  following  is  the 
preamble: 

"We,  the  people  of  the  Oregon  territory,  for  pur- 
poseb  of  mutual  protection,  and  to  secure  peace  and 
prosperity  among  ourselves,  agree  to  adopt  the  fol 
lowing  laws  and  regulations,  mi/i(  such  time  as  the 
Uniltd  States  of  .Smerica  extend  their  jurisdiction  over 


The  laws  are  in  spirit  exactly  similar  to  the  best 
of  those  of  the  eastern  states,  and  while  simply  ex- 
pressed, are  comprehensive  and  decided  in  their  de- 
finitions of  rights,  privileges,  and  penalties. 

The  first  article  secures  freedom  of  worship— the 
benefits  of  habeas  corpus — the  trial  by  jury — of  pro- 
portional representation  in  the  legislature — guards 
personal  rights — sets  up  guards  around  the  persons 
and  property  of  the  Indians — forbids  slavery — grants 
the  right  to  citizens  to  bear  arms  in  their  own  de- 
fence, &c. 

The  second  article  provides  for  the  division  of  the 
governmental  powers  into  executive  legislative  and 
judicial  departments,  and  defines  the  powers  of  the 
perso  """  ■" 


so  far  as  said  organic  laws  are  consistent  with  my 
duties  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  or  a  subject 
of  Great  Britain,  and  faithfully  demean  myself  in 
office.     So  help  me  God." 

Every  while  man  may  vole  after  having  resided 
six  months  in  the  territory,  and  be  eligible  to  office. 
Article  thiid,  requires  persons  holding  lands  to 
file, within  twelve  months  from  Ihe  passage  of  the  act, 
in  the  recorder's  office,  a  specification  of  the  extent 
and  boundaries  of  their  land  claim.  All  claimants 
to  make  permanent  improvements  within  six  months, 
or  pay  five  dollars  annually--non-residents  not  to 
have  the  benefit  of  the  commutation  tax.  No  indi- 
vidual is  lo  be  allowed  to  hold  a  claim  of  more  than 
one  square  mile,  or  more  than  six  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  in  a  square  or  oblong  form;  neither  is  there  to 
be  more  than  one  claim  held  by  one  person. 

This  act  is  certified  to,  as  having  been  passed  "by 
the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Oregon,"  on  the 
95th  of  July,  1845,  and  signed  by  "J.  E.  Long,  sec- 
retary." 

Another  act  forbids  the  introduction,  sale,  and  dis- 
tillation of  ardent  spirits  in  the  territory,  under  pret- 
ty heavy  penalties,  and  empowers  the  proper  autho- 
rities to  seize  upon  liquor  or  distilling  apparatus, 
whenever  and  wherever  it  may  be  found  within  the 
limits  of  Ihe  territory. 

The  obligation  administered  to  the  rival  officers, 
it  will  be  seen,  is  of  a  singular  and  indefinite  cha- 
racter; and  It  will  require  the  earnest  desire  for  the 
general  good  to  prevent  a  cla-hing  of  opinions  and 
feelings  among  the  various  officers.  What  may  be 
the  duty  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  may  be 
an  impropriety  in  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  and 
hence  difficulties  may  arise.  The  provsional.  go- 
vernment cannot,  however,  last  long,  because  Ihe 
acceptance  of  the  Oregon  treaty  and  its  ratification 
by  both  powers,  will  make  it  a  duty  upon  our  go- 
vernment at  once  to  extend  its  laws  and  jurisdiction 
over  the  territory  named  in,  and  confirmed  to  us  by, 
the  treaty.  The  framers  of  Ihe  laws  have,  however, 
done  their  work  well;  and  with  wisdom  and  mode- 
ration joined  jarring  elements,  cast  out  things  that 
tended  to  evil  and  rested  the  structure  of  their  or- 
ganic law  upon  the  same  broad  basis  as  that  upon 
which  our  own  is  built. 

The  news  of  the  decease  of  Gen.  Jackson,  was 
received  there  about  the  18th  of  March  last,  and  the 
editor  makes  it  the  subject  for  some  very  neat  and 
touching  remarks. 

The  annexation  of  Texas  was  known  in  Oregon 
city  about  the  same  time. 

Mr.  McLaughlin,  the  agent  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  states  in  the  Spectator,  of  March  19th,  the 
reason  why  he  refused  "to  give  up  the  launch,  left 
at  Fort  George,  by  Commander  Wilkes,"  to  be,  that 
it  was  given  in  his  charge,  and  he  annexes  to  his 
communication  a  letter  from  that  officer,  from  which 
we  take  the  following  paragraph: 

"1  will  now  slate  m  a  few  words  the  charge  I 
wish  the  hon.  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  assume, 
viz:  That  the  launch  be  kept  at  Fort  George,  under 
the  special  care  of  the  agent  of  the  hon.  Hudson 
Bay  Company,  for  Ihe  sole  purpose  of  being  used  in 
aH'ording  relief  and  aid  to  all  vessels  requiring  as- 
sistance of  any  kind,  or  pilots,  for  entering  the  river, 
until  called  for  by  some  person  authorised  by  me  or 
the  government  of  the  United  States  to  receive 
her." 
The  people  of  Oregon  city  are,  beyond  doubt,  thriv- 
ing and  contented,  and  the  newspapers  before  us 
bear  evidence  of  their  correct  and  settled  business 
habits.  Advertisements  set  forth  the  peculiar  qual- 
ities of  goods.  The  Masonic  Fraternity  of  Oregon 
city,  give  notice  of  their  organization  in  due  form — 
the  marriage  department  has  its  usual  filling  up,  and 
there  are  no  deaths  recorded.     The  city  corporation 


lati 


ons  called  to  hll  the  diirerent  offices.  The  leei«-  i  advertise  for  proposals  for  "taking  up  and  clearing 
e  authority  is  entirely  vested  in  a  house  of  re-  i  '-'*'"  "'^  ^^""'P^  fr"™  ''"^  head  of  Mam  street,  to  the 
cntatives,  to  be  composed  of  not   less  than  thir-    '^''"'66   "ear  the   tannery,"  and   everything  wc  see, 


teen,  nor  more  than  sixty-one  members,  to  be  anim 
ally  elected.  The  other,  and  usual  powers  are 
granted  to  it,  and  it  is  to  meel  annually,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  December.  During  its  session  it  is  to 
elect  a  secretary,  recorder,  treasuer,  auditor,  mar- 
shal, and  other  officers  necessary  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  government.  The  executive  power  is 
vested  in  a  governor,  lo  ho  chosen  for  a  term  of  two 
years  and  the  usual  powers  and  privileges  are  grant- 
ed to  him.  The  judicial  power  is  confided  to  a  su- 
preme court,  and  such  inferior  courts  of  law,  equity, 
and  arbitration  as  may  be  by  law  established.  (A 
subsequent  act  of  the  legislature  names  these  courts 
as  follows:  supreme,  criminal,  county,  probate,  and 
justices's  courts.)  All  judicial  officers  are  lo  be 
elected  by  the  legislature. 

All  the  officers  under  tliis  compact,  or  provisionul 
government,  are  required  lo  lake  the  following  oath; 

"1  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support  ihe  or- 
ganic laws  of  the  provisional  government  of  Oregon, 


wears  a  practical  look,  as  if  the  newness  of  things 
gave  occasion  not  only  for  the  exercise  of  hands,  but 
of  minds  also.  It  may  be  on  this  account  that  the 
muse  docs  not  find  Oregon  a  genial  soil,  for  it  has 
not  derived  strength  from  it,  as  yet,  to  make  a  pro- 
per flight.  The  subjoined  is  the  first  stanza  of  a 
poem,  entitled  "Love,"  which  we  find  in  the  Spec- 
tator of  March  19lh: 

"My  heart  it  is  burdened  and  sad. 
What  can  1  perforin  for  relief? 

Conversoiion  where  can  it  be  had? 
And  comlort  for  iiuernal  grief  ?" 

The  muse  of  Oregon  may  do  better,  however,  and 
we  hope  she  will. 

It  is  pleasant  lo  look  at  these  recorded  evidences 
of  the  peopling  of  a  far  ofl'  section  of  our  country, 
and  to  know  from  them  that  they  are  pursuing  the 
same  course  of  hardy  industry,  wtiieh  has  brought 
greatness  and  affluence  to  the  east  from  which  they 
went.    Their  population  will  roll  baekivaid  toward 
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u,  even  as  we  progress  to  them,  and  the  day  is  not  I  The  stock  of  Roods  in  Orcson,  was  very  hm,  ed,  When  the  guns  from  the  battery  lo-day  fired  the.r 
fa;  di'lant  when  the  streams  will  unite,  and  a  natu- 1  artd  many  articles  were  in  demand.  Our  Yankee  salute  at  12  oclocl^  the  ca.mon  from  the  church  was 
ral  bond  of  amity  be  wrought  by  the  union,  spile  of  I  friends  might  drive  an  advantageous  trade  by  send-  :  also  hred,  and  her  bells  pealed  out  a  merry  ch.me. 
the  savin^of  the  poet  that  1  ing  a  ship   load  of  goods    thither,  and   receiving  m  ;  I  began  to  think  they  were  joining  us  in  our  celebra- 

at  the  Sandwich  Islands.     For  some  articles,  prices    Iron   saint  of  Matamoros,   who   lilte    the  Fourth  of 
are    very   reasonable.     Sugar   is   sold  for  ten  cents,  j  July,  as  the  Irishman  says,  was  a  person  of  some  im- 
and  coffee  for  twenty   cents— these  articlrs  are  ob- 
tained  from   the   islands.     Coarse  boots  bring  §.5  to 
§6  per  pair. 

The  Pawnees  recently  lost  twenty-five  men,  from 
an  attack   made  upon  tliem  by  the  Sioux — and  had 


" Mountains  interposed 

Make  enemies  of  nnlions,  ihat  had  else, 
Like  kindred  drops  been  mingled  into  one.'' 

U.  S.  Gazelle. 

JVtiPS /roiii  Oregon.  Two  gentlemen,  on  their  re- 
turn from  Oregon,  arrived  in  this  city  yeslerdny. — 
One  of  them,  Mr.   Palmer,   belongs   to  Indiana;  the 


other,   Mr.   Smith,   is  from   Ohio. 

gentleman  we  have  obtained  some  i 

very    interesting  character,  as   exhihiling  the  pros 

peels  of  ihe  American  population  in  that  quarter. 

These  gentlemen,  in  company  with  some  fifteen 
others,  left  Oregon  city  on  the  5lh  of  March,  and 
Dr.  Whitman's  missionary  eslablishnient,  on  the 
Wallawalla  river,  on  the  14th  of  April.  This  mis- 
sionary establishment  is  represented  as  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition,  enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  Indian 
Oregon  rily  contain 
hundred 

dist   and    the   other   a  Catholic  church — two   ll- 
mills,  and  three  saw  mills.     Oregon  city  is  now  the 
residence  of  Dr.  McLaughlin,  who  has  resigned  his 


From  the  latter  |  ([^^jj.  yjUage   burned,  and   numbers  taken  prisone 
nforraalion  of  a  r^i_  £„„js  ^^„.  July  18. 


THE     ARMY    OF    00  C  U  P  A  TI  O  ISf . 


porlance.  My  informant  told  me  that  on  this  day, 
heretofore,  the  public  square  is  filled  with  persons, 
tables,  and  mats  are  covered  with  refreshments,  and 
after  the  solemnities  of  the  church  are  through  with, 
male  and  female  sit  down  and  indulge  in  the  unliciog 
game  of  inonU. 

By  tho  way,  speaking  of  monte.  I  was  much 
amused  a  few  days  ago  at  a  scene  1  witnessed  in  a 
school  room.  There  were  some  lilty  boys  and  girls 
seated  on  their  mats  when  I  first  went  to  the  door, 
and  they  were  laughing  and  talking  as  much  as  our 
children   when  at  play.     The  teacher  was  sealed  on 


"The  Coupoual,"   whose  exceedingly  lively  and  I  f  !''"<=  ^omelhing  like  a  pulpit,  and  every  now  and 

'  /-^       '''^"  ''^  would  call  o.-.e  ol  them  to  him,  ask  a  ques- 

well  written  articles,  communicated  to  tho  New  Or-  j  ^^^^  ^„^  s^i,j  |||n,  „(j-  again.     'I'hen  looking  up  tho 

a    popiilalion  of  about  eight    leans  Bee,   keep   the    public   well  pusled  up  as  to  the  t  room    numbers    were    teen    playing    ijionlf,    betting 

It  contains   two  churches,  one  a  Mejho-    .jg-y^,.^  o„  i|,e  Rio  Grande,  writes  from 

Malamoros,  July  4//i,  181G. 
I  was  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Ue  Grey,  who  has 
post   in   the    Hudson  Bay  Company,  and    is  actively  I  returned   here   from  Chihuahua,  near  two  hours  this 
employed   in  measures   for  the  improvement  of  the  |  morning,     fie 
tenilory.     The  canal  around    the  Willemelle   Falls, 
for  the  erection   of  which  a   bill  passed  the  Oregon 
legislature  last  year,  it   is  now   proposed  to  convert 
into  a  lailroad,  and   it  is  expected   that  this  will  be 
done  in  a  year  or  two.     The  territory  of  Oregon  it- 


that  he  left  San  Antonio  with 


others  about  two  months  ago  with  goods  on  a  trading 
expedilion  to  Chihuahua,  and  proceeded  on  the  route 
unmolested  until  he  had  reached  Santa  Clova,  where 
they  were  slopptd  by  llie  guard  stationed  on  the  ri- 
ver and  their  goods  taken  from  them,  in  the  name  of 


checks,  and  making  as  much  noise  as  you  ever  heard 
about  a  Ronda  table  in  iS'ew  Orleans. 

There  is  a  gentleman  here  who  has  resided  22 
years  in  Mexico,  trying  to  raise  filly  men  to  go  to 
Chihuahua.  He  says  there  was  once  a  large  city 
wilhin  six  days  journey  of  that  place,  and  north  of 
the  Rio  Grande  opposite,  which  was  besieged  and 
destroyed  by  the  Indian?,  and  all  the  inhahitanti 
massacred  except  two,  one  of  these  went  to  Spain, 
and  the  other  to  New  Orleans  by  the  way  of  Mexico. 
He   says   the  one   who  went  to  New  Orleans  raised 


self  is  represented  to  contain   a  population  of  about  ;  the  revenue  laws  of  Mexico.     Mr.  De  G.  then  left  ]  50O  men  and  started  back  to  recovei  an  immense  ire: 


7,000,  all  prosperously  employed,  and  those  who  j  his  party  and  travelled  down  the  east  bank  of  the  Rio 
went  to  that  country  last  year  are  represented  as  i  Grande,  for  a  few  days,  when  he  crossed  over  and 
well  satisfied  with  their  situation.  The  intercourse  [  went  to  Sallillo,  where  he  was  advised  of  Ihe  bloody 
between  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  and  the  Ameri-  ;  battle  of  (he  9lh,  by  its  citizens,  who  staled  to  him 
cans  was  ol  a  very  friendly  character,  though  great ;  that  they  would  never  go  against  the  Americans 
interest  was  manifested,  on  bolh  sides,  as  to  the  re- '  again,  and  Ihat  it  was  a  generally  expressed  thing  at 
suit   of  pending   negotiations    for  the  adjustment  of  |  every    place   they   had  heard  of.     He  says  he   was 


sure,  over  ij>jO,000,000  but  Ihat  he  never  relumed,  cp 
was  heard  of  after  passing  the  Presidio  Rio  Grande. 
I  hinks  the  same  Indians  who  destroyed  ihe  town  did 
a  like  job  for  him  and  his  men.  Their  starting  is  a 
mailer  of  record,  if  not  in  New  Orleans  he  knows  it 
is  at  El  Paso  del  Norte,  and  a  record  of  the  mine. — 
He  calls  the  place  La  Gran  Quevira.     Time — when 


the   question   of  boundary.     It  is   the  impression  of  ;  stopped  by  Arista,  who  was  at  his  rancho,  near  Mon- 1  i^e  Spariards  had  New  Orl';ans.     He  is  a  sane  man, 
our  informant,  thai  the  treaty  arrangement  will  not    terey,  for   two  days,  and   although  the  general  had         ...  ......  .        . 


be  satiataclory  to  the  Americans,  but  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  seem  to  have  anticipated  very  accu- 
rately Ihe  boundary  which  has  been  establisheit. — 
This  country  north  of  Ihe  Columbia,  which  has  been 
generally  represented  as  of  a  very  poor  and  indiffer- 
ent quality,  is  not  so  regarded  by  our  informant.  It 
is  susceptible  of  cultivation,  and  is  cullivaled  to  a 
very  considerable  extenl  by  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany, who  find  a  market  for  wheal,  at  §0  50  per 
bushel,  in  the  Russian  possessions. 

This  party  pursued  the  usual  route,  returning 
home.  Il  is  a  broadly  marked  wagon  road,  some  of 
the  difficulties  of  which  are  soon  to  be  obviated  by 
contemplated  improvemenls,  in  the  region  of  the 
Cascade  mountains. 

Mr.  Smith  gives  a  melancholy  account  of  the  pro- 
gress and  sufferings  of  the  St.  JuseptVs  company  of 
emigrants,  which  left  in  1S45,  under  the  pilotage  of 
Mr.  Meek.  This  company  lost  their  way  and  en- 
dured  incredible  hardships.     They   were  out  forty 


quit  the  Mexican  army  forever,  he  still  thought  ii  hi 
duty  to  detain  and  would  likely  have  kept  him  had 
he  not  managed   to  escape  and  gel  into  Monterey. 


nd  one  1  have  coiiimunicated  with  ever  since  I  came 
here — is  acquainted  with  every  Mexican  in  Tamau- 
lipas,  and  says  that  his  reasons  for  not  attempting 
this  thing  belore,  was  the  difficulty  of  passing  those 


This  place  he  found  dull  and  "heavy" — and  not  one    Mexican  posts  which  will  soon  be  in  oor  hands.    He 
Mexican  soldier  in  it— the  people  damning  Paredes  !  ^ajs  he  knows   the  world  will  laugh  at  him,  and  call 


and  the  government,  saying  the  soldiers  had  eat  the 
out  of  every  ihing  and  then  left  them  for  the  Ameri 
cans  to  prey  upon,  whom  they  vve."e  looking  for  wiili 
much   anxiety.     They    told    him  at  this  place  that 
there   was  much  eagerness  displayed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Coahuila  and  the  upper  part  of  Tamaulipas 
before  the  news  of  the  fighl  reached   theai,  but  all 
operations  m  military  affairs  ceased  after  it,  and  pa- 
triotism was  sunk.     The  remnant  of  the   army— not ;  very  hot 
oOU — have   gone    to   Lenares,   and  were  in  3  pitiful 
condition,  and   lessening  the  number  daily  by  deser- 
tion.    They  had   recruited  a  little  whilst  there,  and 
fortified   several  points,  but  Ihe  citizens  said  it  was 
labor  thrown  away.     He  heard  that  COO  men  volun- 
teered at  Monclova,  and   were  "eager  for  the  frayi'' 


it  a  foolish  affair,  but  he  will  stand  the  laugh.  He 
was  to  see  me  again  this  morning  on  the  subject,  and 
make  further  dl^cl05Ules,  to  try  and  induce  mo  to 
buckle  my  fortune  on  his  back,  and  he  would  bear 
the  burden.  What  do  you  think  of  il?  I'll  tell  you 
my  opinion  at  some  future  day. 

The  roads  are  drying  up  very  fast,  and  the  rains 
are   reckoned  lo  be  over  for  the  present.     Weather 


July  7th. — There  was  another  arrival  from  Mon- 
terey last  night — but  little  comes  by  it  worth  1  elating. 
A  Mexican  citizeu  of  this  place  came  down  in  six 
days.  The  few  troops  left  Linares  about  15  days 
go,  and  went  lo  Monterey,  where  he  says  they  hav 


gave  De  Grey,  a  passport  lo  protect  him  from  the 
band. 


On  Iheir  return,  the  parly  met  the  advanced  com 
pany  of  the  Oregon  emigrants  at  Fort  Laramie. — 
They  were  gelling  on  pretty  well,  but  were  suffering  , 

from  the  depredations  of  the  Indians  upon  their  cat-  '  =""  happy  lo  inform  you  that  the  present  swell 
tie.  The  Pawiiess  were  principally  concerned  in  in  Ihe  river  has  had  the  good  erteol  of  clearing  a 
these  outrages,  and  on  one  occasion,  attacked  and  I  channel  at  the  mouth,  by  washing  away  the  sand, 
killed  one  of  the  emigrants  who  was  out  in  search  of  j  a'"'  leaving  il  open  for  vessels  of  5  or  6  leel  water, 
his  cattle.  The  person  killed  was  from  Henry  coun-  1  The   vessels  al  the   mouth  have  gone  out  and  seve- 


I  ral  slcaniers  have  come  in  laden  wilh  military  stores. 


ty,  Iowa,  by  Ihe  name  of  Edward  Trimble.    He  and 
a  companion   by   the  name  of  Harrison,  were  fired 
upon  from  the  grass,  and   I'rimble   killed,  and  Har- 
rison laken   prisoner.     They   were,  however,  disco- I  Taylor   to   resume  strict  measures  again 
vered  by   two   others   of  the  party,  who  raised  the 


Potomac,  for  this  place,  but  I  suppose  you  have  heard 
il,  as  she  was  wrecked  within  30  miles  of  Galves- 
ton. Several  of  the  light  draft  boats  have  reached 
here,  and  a  large  number  are  on  their  way.  The 
Enlcrprizo,  Big  Hatchee,  Troy,  and  Medina  are 
about  lauding. 

Dakin's   regiment  arrived  here  on  the  fourth,  and 
have  gone  14  miles  above;  the  Washington  regiment 

Several   rows  hrvToccuTred  in'thiT'piace  during    a"'' a  portion  of  the  Sth,  went  last  night,  we  (the  A. 

e  last   few   days,  which   have  compelled  General  1 -J- R)  fo'l""  <?"  1  hursday,  and  the  Montezuma  regi- 


shout,  and  the  Indians  Bed.    Mr.  Trimble's  body  was    Those   of  our   men   who  engage  „. o -..     '.^^a^a    fnr  Pamai-^o-  senrimt' four  I  oiu.iam  re^i. 

-        -         •-  ■       '6q<(  men— H  ho  conic  lo  town  and  remain  here   about  ;inlended^  for  Camaigo,sending_loui  Louisiana  regi- 


He  has  left  a  wife  and  four  small  chil- 


iienls  of  six  months  volunteers,  fourteen  miles  above 


They  would  have  returned  by  this  party,  but  ,  '•""■'ng  the  day,  in  connection  wilh  some  rangers  "f  [  "'!,"'^°,  ''l_^-„■,5  ,_  ^-  .,  .r  .here  was  "vomelhinB- 
revenled  from  doing  so,  by  peculiar  circum      similar  character,  but  I  am  proud  to  say,  lor  the  ho-  |  ^^f'^Z'Z  "  "  •   ■•       ■    ■    '°'"'"""? 


Several  nient,  from  below,  immediately  after.  The  river  is 
Mexicans"  h'a7e""been"  killerand'othe?s"'wounded.-  !  "O^"  >"  good  boating  order  and  no  better  opporluni 
these  broils  are  'y  "'"  present  itself  for  taking  up  such  troops  as  are 
not  found. 
dren. 
were  prev 

stances.     Mrs.  Trimble's  friends  may  expect  her  re-  1  "Of  o''  "'e  service,  they  are  few  in  number, 
turn  as  speedily  as  possible.  There 

During  last  winter,  four  American  whalers  were  '  mountebanks  here  performing  on  the  tight  rope 
lying  at  Vancouver's  Island.  One  of  the  nuiid.ier  ]  culling  "fantastic  tricks  before  high  heaven."  About 
was  ship  Morrison,  of  INlassachusetts,  and  another  half  an  hour  belore  the  commencement  of  their  per- 
the  ship  Lovvie,  of  Connecticut.  Six  of  the  men  [  formances  they  mount  each  a  mustang,  and  preceded 
belonging  to  these  vessels  stole  a  whaling  boat,  and  i  by  a  base  drum  and  clarionets,  parade  through  the 
ran  away  wilh  it.     The  Indians  on  Ihe  island  would    principal  streets — dressed   in   their   performing  cos- 

not  permit  them  lo  land.     They  were  compelled  to  |  lumes,  and  followed  by  all  the  juveniles  of  the  town,  j  , 

put  lo  sea — a  storm  arose,  and  three  of  them  were  I  They  are  natives,  and  style  themselves,  "Conipni'ia  j  you  soractliing  more  about  Ihat  mine  in  New  Mexi- 
drowned.  Their  names  were  Robert  Church,  Fre-  dei  Aorle."  1  have  not  had  the  courage  lo  visilico,  asl  have  passed  a  greater  part  of  the  evening  in 
derick  Sinilh,  and  Mr.  Rice,  of  Neiv  London.  1  them.  '  conversation  v.iih  the  person  who  intends  astoniBbing 


stale  of  Denmark,"  and  they  may  not 
get  much  further  "into  the  bowels  of  the  land."  But 
and   have  been   for  tj!n  days,  a  set  oj    t|,|s  ,s  speculation. 

..„k.  „.„„  „„  Captain   McCulluugh  left  here  on  the  5th  wilh  a 

fine  company  of  mounted  men  for  some  where  in  the 
interior.     Kendall  was  wilh  him. 

July  Sth,  134G,  9.  p  m. — As  nothing  pertaining  to 
army  matters,  or  local  news  of  any  kind  suggests  it- 
self, 1  will  pass  a  few  idle  moments  in  rehearsing  to 
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the  world  with  his  recital,  and,  he  says,  action  on  the 

subject. 

He  who  has  taken  so  much  pains  to  impress  upon 
me  the  importance  of  lliis  great  ad'air,  and  pointed 
out  so  eagerly  the  means  by  which  it  can  be  ap- 
proached, is,  as  I  Ihiiik  I  said  bcfcre,  a  man  as  well 
known  throughout  the  Rio  Grande  country  and  the 
whole  of  New  Mexico,  as  old  Svvon  is  en  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  his  whole  talk  now  is — 

I.A    GRAN    UUEVIRA. 

The  written  distances  and  descriptions  he  has 
placed  before  me  set  forth  this  place  to  be  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  first  ridge  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  and 
only  108  miles  from  the  Rio  Grande,  where  the 
great  road  crosses  at  El  Paso  del  Norte.  He  says 
the  best  route  for  a  company  to  pursue,  in  leaving 
New  Orleans  for  instance,  would  be  to  follow  the 
Colorado  from  Austin  up  to  the  great  valley  which 
connects  with  that  of  Sacramento,  and  that  twelve 
days,  at  thirty  miles  per  day,  would  lake  llicm  to  the 
place.  It  is  situated  on  the  side  of  a  large  hill,  about 
twenty  miles  from  an  enormous  spring,  the  water  of 
which  is  brought  to  the  place  by  an  aqueduct — built 
of  stone  and  cement  the  whole  length  of  twenty 
miles.  A  splendid  church  now  stands  there — an  ex- 
traordinary structure,  both  as  regards  ornament  and 
durability.  Other  signs  of  llie  immense  wealth  of 
the  place  are  still  perceptible.  In  El  Pa'O  del  Norte 
a  priest  had  shown  him  the  record  from  which  he 
gleaned  that  once  or  twice  a  year  large  amounts  of 
treasures  were  sent  to  Spain — Mexico  being  then  a 
sort  of  Viceroyally — and  returning  with  the  convoys 
would  add  more  operatives  to  the  works,  which  be- 
gan to  raise  the  envy  of  the  hordes  of  Indians  at  that 
lime  living  in  its  vicinity.  At  one  season  when  they 
were  making  extraordinary  preparations  for  trans- 
porting the  precious  metals,  the  Indians  assembled, 
and  concluded  among  the  several  tribes  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  place  and  massacre  of  the  inmates.  This 
was  easier  said  than  done,  but  they  accomplished 
their  undertaking  by  opening  the  aqueduct  and  turn- 
ing off  the  water  from  the  Spaniards.  In  this  situa- 
tion the  miners  resolved  to  bury  their  treasure  and 
move  out  together;  but  the  Indians  dared  them  so 
near  that  they  could  not,  and  all  but  two  perished; 
these  two  went  to  Mexico,  gate  the  particulars  of 
the  affair  and  solicited  aid  to  enable  tliem  to  return 
saying  that  an  amount  of  treasure  worth  fifty  millions 
had  been  buried  and  could  be  easily  obtained  with 
but  little  assistance.  But  the  distance  being  so  great 
—  1,400  miles,  and  the  red  men  so  numerous,  nobody 
would  advance,  and  the  thing  was  dropped.  One  of 
the  two  went  to  New  (Jrleans  under  the  dominion  of 
Spain,  raised  the  number  of  men  he  wanted,  (5U0,) 
and  started  by  way  of  the  Sabine,  but  was  never 
heard  of  after  crossing  it.  'I'wo  brothers,  now  re- 
siding in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  the  Drs.  Mazures,  the  de- 
scendants of  an  old  French  family — assured  my  in- 
formant that  a  record  of  the  departure  of  these  men, 
and  the  nature  of  the  expedition,  was  found  in  New 
Orleans,  a  few  years  ago,  and  that  at  the  lime  they 
started  it  was  customary  fur  every  party  of  men 
leaving  the  place  to  register  their  names,  where  they 
were  going  to  and  for  what  purpose.  Within  a  feiv 
years  several  Ameriuan  and  Frenchmen  and  a  small 
party  from  Texas  have  visited  the  place,  and  are 
witnesses  to  a  portion  of  the  story.  'J'hev  certify  to 
the  aqueduct,  chuich,  square,  and  court  yard;  say 
that  the  mouth  of  the  mine  is  still  open  and  that  il 
was  entered  more  than  eight  feet,  when  the  water 
induced  the  explorer  to  return. 

He  is  certain  that  a  small  body  of  men  could  reach 
t  without  being  molested,  if  they  went  went  up  the 
Hio  Grande,  though  the  route  is  not  either  as  good 
or  near  as  that  up  the  Colorado;  and  should  such  an 
expedition  be  got  up,  and  1  at  liberty,  I  would  readi- 
ly go,  believing  that  the  beautiful  country  through 
which  1  should  pass  would  pay  me,  should  I  get  no- 
thing else. 

Mr.  Dryden— there,  jou  have  his  name— is  nearly 
all  the  time  with  me,  and  so  extensive  is  his  know- 
ledge and  so  relentivo  his  memory  of  Mexico  and 
Mexican  character,  that  my  time  passes  most  agree- 
ably, and  wc  have  been  and  will  continue  to  publish 
some  of  his  skelchts  in  our  paper — 'I'lic  American 
Flag— which  you  will  see  1  have  been  connected 
Willi  for  a  few  numbers,  {to  pass  away  the  heavy  sun 
shmc  hours  of  the  day.)  Mr.  D.  promises  to  give 
us  a  few  outlines  of  this  great  mine  for  publication 
and  you  will  probably  see  it  in  our  next  number.      ' 

July  9lh  4  1-.  M.-Two  or  three  regiments  of  re- 
gulars le  t  here  this  morning  to  lorm  an  encampment 
above;  Uakin's  and  the  Washington  have  gone;  the 
Montezuma  i,  now  going  up  m  the  steamboats,  and 
the  A.  Jackson  will  go  on  balurdav 

All  iravellnig  must  now  be  don'e  by  steamers,  as 
the  river  has  overllowed  Us  banks  in  many  places, 
and  inundated  the  country  adjacent. 

There  hus  been  several  cases  of  murder  here  late- 
ly, Slowing  out  ul  difficulties  between  the  Texans 


and  Mexican'!,  and  it  is  no  novel  ?ight  to  see  a  Mexi- 
can laying  in  the  streets  at  day-light,  shot  or  stabbed 
to  the  heart. 

This  morning  a  volunteer  was  brought  to  the  guard 
house  by  the  policia,  his  throat  cut  and  slabbed  in 
twenty  places  into  the  heart.  Not  being  recognized, 
in  a  few  moments,  a  detail  was  made  and  sent  out- 
side of  the  city  for  burial,  without  ceremony  and 
without  blanket  or  coffin.  Two  others  are  reported 
to  have  been  killed.  The  Mexicans  pretend  great 
friendship  with  a  drunken  man,  promise  to  intro- 
duce him  to  some  Senoras,  get  him  off,  cut  his  throat 
and  take  his  money,  if  he  has  any.  Such  acts  as 
this,  lead  to  retaliation,  and  unless  a  stop  is  put  to  it, 
will  result  badly  before  long. 

No  news  from  the  interior,  unless  I  tell  you  that 
the  town  of  Camargo  is  completely  under  water. 

The  steamer  James  L.  Day  arrived  at  N.  Orleans, 
on  the  18th.  Majors  Dinimick  and  Morris,  Capt. 
Burke,  and  Lieuts.  Fremont  and  Magruder,  of  the 
U.  S.  army  came  passengers  in  the  steamer,  having 
left  Brazos  Santiago,  on  the  IStli.  The  troops  were 
being  sent  forward  as  fast  as  the  means  of  trans- 
portation and  the  high  waters  would  allow.  The 
Louisiana  volunteers  were  being  concentrated 
above  Malamoros.  The  Washington  and  Col.  Da- 
kin's  regiments  were  a  short  distance  above  that 
place.  The  Andrew  Jackson  regiment  left  for  Rey- 
nosa  on  the  9lh,  and  Col.  Davis  moved  up  the  river 
on  the  10th  inst.  The  Tennessee  regiment  relieved 
Davis'  command  at  Burita. 

An  article  in  the  Malamoros  American  Flag,  of 
the  lOih  inst.,  informs  us  that  broils  occasionally 
break  out  amongst  the  volunteers  and  Mexicans,  re- 
sulting in  death.  That  paper  slates  that  Gen.  Tay- 
lor uses  every  exertion  to  prevent  persons  attached 
to  the  army  from  disturbing  the  citizens  of  Malamo- 
ros. The  Mexican  authorities  are  urged  to  more  at- 
tention in  keeping  their  citizens  in  order  and  dis- 
persing them  when  engaged  in  riotous  proceedings. 
Some  of  Canales'  men  are  supposed  to  be  lurking 
about  Malamoros  for  purposes  of  rapine  and  murder. 
Considering  the  leniency  shown  by  Gen.  Taylor  to- 
wards the  captive  cily,  in  permitting  the  people  to 
pursue  their  wonted  avocations,  and  the  courls  of 
law  to  administer  justice,  il  behooves  the  civil  police 
to  be  diligent  in  suppicssing  disorders  and  sending 
away  dangerous  persons.  A  young  American  soldier 
was  found  near  the  office  of  the  American  Flag,  on 
the  6th  inst-,  with  his  throat  dreadfully  cut  and  his 
heart  pierced  with  several  dogger  wounds.  The  mur 
dercr  has  nol  been  discovered. 

The  Rio  Grande  was  yet  rising  on  the  10th.  In 
several  places  about  Malamoros  il  had  overflowed  its 
banks. 

Mr.  Kendall,  of  Ihe  Picayune,  writing  to  that  pa 
per  from  Reynosa,  Mexico,  July  8,  IH46,  says — 
"McCulloch's  Rangers,  which  corps  I  have  again 
joined,  arrived  here  jestciday  from  Malamoros,  after 
a  trip  which  was  hard  enough  both  upon  American 
men  and  American  horses.  The  road  is  crooked 
enough  at  the  best  of  times;  but  now  that  the  Rio 
Grande  is  over  its  banks,  we  were  obliged  to  turn 
out  into  the  high  and  dry  clwparral  a  dozen  limes, 
and  had  to  wade,  dig  anil  lloundcr  through  water, 
mud  and  mire  unlil  Ihe  patience  of  the  men  and 
slrcnglh  of  the  poor  horses  was  entirely  exhausted. 
And  then  the  weather  down  in  this  southern  latitude 
— a  hot  sun  overhead  and  not  a  brealh  of  air  slirring 
in  the  thick  and  matted  chaparral — verily,  this  thing 
of  scouting  through  Mexico  may  be  exciting  enough, 
but  it  is  far  from  being  agreeable  any  way  il  can  be 
fixed.  Nol  a  sign  of  a  tent  do  we  take  along,  uhile 
shade  and  shelter  are  matters  not  pertaining  to  Ihe 
country.  You  can  form  some  idea  of  campaigning 
among  the  "greasers"  and  then  wc-ep. 

The  steamer  Aid,  Capt.  Hyde,  has  just  arrived 
with  three  companies  of  the  7th  U.  S.  Infantry,  un- 
der Capl.'s  Holmes,  Whiting,  and  Paul,  on  board. — 
The  rest  of  the  regiment,  all  under  Capt.  Miles, 
will  be  here  in  a  day  or  two,  either  by  land  or  water, 
when  a  move  will  be  made  towards  Camargo.  We 
learn  here  that  that  city  has  suffered  much  Irom  the 
oveifiow  of  the  river,  dillcrent  accounts  giving  the 
number  of  houses  washed  away  or  destroyed  as  be- 
ing between  one  and  five  hundred.  That  the  place 
has  suffered  much  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  the 
full  extent  cannot  be  known  until  wc  reach  the  place. 

The  high  water  has  been  of  incredible  injury  to 
the  crops  on  Iho  Rio  Grande,  sonic  asserting  llial 
even  ihrec-fourlhs  of  the  cotton  and  corn  in  the  bot- 
toms have  been  destroyed.  It  will  not  only  go  hard 
with  those  from  hand  to  mouth  people,  whose  only 
thought  is  of  the  day,  but  I  am  fearful  that  it  may 
occasion  difiiculty  in  giving  Gen.  Taylor  Iho  means 
of  subsisting  his  troops  to  the  extent  he  aiilicipaled 
from  the  appearance  of  the  crops  a  short  while  since. 
Thvco  wceki  ago,  when  1  went  down  uii  the  Aid  to 


Malamoros,  there  never  was  as  good  a  promise  of  an 
abundant  harvest,  and  all  were  cheerful;  now  the 
poor  Mexicans  are  stalking  about  waist  deep  in  the 
corn  fields,  the  families  have  been  driven  off  to  the 
high  grounds,  and  every  face  is  shrouded  in  gloom. 
The  war  has  been  of  service,  real  service  to  the  in- 
habila.'its  on  the  Rio  Grande,  but  the  freshet  has 
ruined  them. 

You  have  seen  the  drift  on  the  Mississippi  in  high 
water  times;  drift  is  a  different  thing  here.  To  be 
sure  you  see  a  few  small  trees  and  a  heap  of  light 
brush  floating  along  at  intervals;  but  the  principal 
drift,  if  I  can  believe  the  words  of  one  who  1  am 
half  inclined  to  believe  is  a  bit  of  a  wag,  is  water- 
melons and  dead  horses.  A  strange  combination,  but 
I  have  seen  both  coming  down  together. 

They  have  been  expecting  an  attack  from  Canales 
again  here,  and  the  Plaza  has  been  placed  in  a  strong- 
er slate  Ihan  ever,  but  no  Canales  has  appeored. — 
Report  had  it  that  ho  was  coming  in  last  night,  with 
fire  and  sword,  but  the  different  watches  passed  off 
quietly.     He  is  not  coming  into  this  place. 

A  correspondent  of  the  New  Orleans  Picayune, 
writes  from  Fort  Polk,  July  H,  184G.— Gentlemen: 
Once  more  we  have  been  favored  by  the  arrival  of  a 
steamer,  and,  as  is  confidently  expected,  a  mail — 
the  James  L.  Day,  about  which  some  anxiety  has 
been  felt  lately,  having  just  made  her  appearance,  to 
the  great  joy  of  all  here. 

This  hearing  from  the  states  once  a  month — or 
twice  at  most — is  rather  trying  to  one's  philosophy, 
so  heavily  taxed  by  a  thousand  other  things  in  this 
destitute  region.  I  know  of  nothing  so  gratifying 
and  cheering  to  a  people  situated  as  ours  is  in  this 
country,  as  Ihe  arrival  of  a  mail;  1  vv'ould  only  put  it 
second  to  a  victory,  and  il  is  very  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  they  dont  come  oftener. 

No  news  or  material  changes  since  my  last.  The 
rain,  if  anything,  has  risen,  completely  cutting  oIT 
transportation  by  land  between  this  and  Malamoros 
—particularly  at  the  several  ravines  the  other  side 
of  Palo  Alto,  which  appears  to  be  the  old  bed  of  the 
river,  and  through  which  the  water  ilows  with  quite 
a  rapid  current  and  of  considerable  depth. 

The  last  report  is  that  the  water  is  at  a  stand,  per- 
haps falling,  having  caused  the  removal  of  all  the 
camps  save  one. 

Troops  continue  to  arrive  almost  daily,  and  soon 
afterwards  move  up  and  lake  position  upon  the  river 
near  Burita.  The  7lh  regimenl  of  infantry  has  gone 
to  Reynosa  or  Camargo. 

The  weather,  together  with  the  inactivity  of  Ihe 
troops,  has  caused  considerable  siekness  among  them. 
1  learn  there  are  several  hundred  in  hospital  at  Ma- 
lamoros, and  the  measles  have  broken  out  in  one  of 
the  camps. 

"Curiosity  runs  high"  to  know  the  object  of  a  visit 
of  two  British  naval  officers  to  General  Taylor,  who 
arrived  here  in  a  vessel  of  war  from  Tampico. — 
Communication  being  cut  off,  they  sent  their  des- 
patches by  mail  to  their  consul  at  Malamoros,  to  be 
laid  by  liim  before  the  consul  general.   JVoiis  uerrons. 

Appearances  indicate  a  move  of  the  army  into  the 
nterior  as  soon  as  the  waters  subside. 

Report  says  Gen.  Paredes  has  sent  a  proclamation 
to  the  people  of  Malamoros,  calling  upon  them  to 
treat  our  regulars  with  every  kindness  and  consider- 
ation, because  ol  the  unparalleled  kindness  and  atten- 
tion to  the  wounded,  as  well  as  prisoners  and  citi- 
zens. He  takes  occasion  to  score  the  Texans,  &c. — 
If  this  be  true,  il  argues  more  favorably  Ihan  other- 
wise. S. 

OFFICIAL — NO.  59. 

Ucadquarlers  of  llw  ^irmy  of  Occupation. 

J\]atamoruij  July  4th,  1346. 

Sir:  It  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  that  an 
omission  occurred  in  my  detailed  report  of  the  action 
of  the  9lh,  which  I  beg  leave  to  supply  in  the  follow- 
ing words,  to  follow  immediately  alter  the  mention 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mcintosh's  being  "twice  se- 
verely wounded:" 

"The  command  of  the  5lh  infantry  then  devolved 
upon  Major  Staniford,  who  conducted  it  with  zeal 
and  ability  to  the  close  of  the  engagement." 

1  need  hardly  say  that  this  omission  was  entirely 
accidental,  and  J  beg,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  ivlajor 
Staniford  as  well  as  myself,  that  the  above  paragraph 
may  be  inserted  in  the  original  report,  and  may  re- 
ceive Iho  same  publicity. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ob't.  serv't., 
Z.  TAYLOR,  Brevet  Major  General. 

The  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army. 

Brigadier  Gen.  Wool,  reached  Memphis,  Tcnn., 
on  the  6th,  and  the  Memphis  E.igle  says  was  busily 
engaged  "in  equipping  and  paying  the  troops  in  ren- 
dezvous preparatory  to  their  embarkation  lor  the  Rio 
Grande."     The  cavalry   (says  the  Eagle)  will  take 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUG.  1,   1846— WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


343 


up  their  line  of  march  west  to  LilUe  Rock,  Fulton, 
Dobbyn's  Ferry,  and  San  Antonio,  Texas,  in  abont 
ten  days;  the  distance  is  about  950  miles,  an!  they 
will  reach  San  Antonio  about  the  first  of  September. 
Gen.  Wool  and  Col.  Churchill  and  staff  arrived  at 
St.  Louis,  on  the  16th  inst.,  from  Memphis,  and  pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  Alton  for  the  purpose  of  send- 
ing off  the  volunteers  rendezvoused  there  to  the  seat 
of  war.  It  is  said  that  all  of  them  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Col.  Baker's  regiment  at  Jefferson  barracks, 
will  be  despatched  during  the  present  week. 

Movement  of  Troops.  Two  companies  of  the 
2d  regiment  U.  S.  Infantry,  under  command  of  Lt. 
Col.  Reilly,  arrived  at  Cincinnati,  on  the  19lh,  from 
Detroit,  en  route  lor  the  seat  of  war. 

Three  companies  of  the  2d  infantry  arrivd  at 
New  York,  on  the  21st,  en  roule  for  Point  Isabel, 
and  ire  quartered  at  Governor's  island.  These  com- 
panies are,  two  of  them  from  Sackett's  Harbor,  and 
one  from  Oswego.  The  companies  from  Sackett's 
Harbor,  are  B,  Capt.  Smith,  Lieut.  Wessels;  F, 
Lieut.  Lyons,  commanding  From  Oswego,  compa- 
ny G,  Lieut.  Fatten,  commanding. 

The  Court  of  Inquiry  ordered  to  assemble  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  (Old  Point),  for  the  investigation 
of  the  charges  against  General  Gaines,  met  on  the 
21st,  and  organized  for  the  transaction  of  business. — 
The  Court  sat  with  closed  doors  of  course.  All  the 
members  had  not  arrived.  Gen.  Gaines  was,  upon 
his  arrival  at  Fortress  Monroe,  received  by  Col. 
Walbach,  commandant,  and  saluted  with  13  guns, 
together  with  the  honors  due  to  his  high  rank. 

Wagons  for  the  Army.  A  government  agent 
was  in  town  yesterday  to  negotiate  with  our  manu- 
facturers for  the  construction  of  baggage  wagons  for 
the  army,  and  contracts  for  about  400  have  been 
taken  in  Newark. — Mioark  Dailij  Mv. 

A  Library  for  the  Army  of  OccuPATiohf. — 
Presuming,  probably,  that  the  army  would  have  lei- 
sure for  study,  the  following  publishers  in  New  York 
have  cor  tributed  a  very  excellent  library  for  the 
army  on  the  Rio  Grande; — Harper  &  Brolliers;  Bur- 
gess, Stringer  &  Co.;  Wiley  &  Putnam;  Saxton  & 
Miles;  Mark  H.  Newman;  W.  Taylor  &  Co.;  J.  & 
G.  A.  Langley;  Baker  &  Scribner;  M.  W.  Dodd; 
Darius  Mead;  J.  S.  Redfield;  Fowler  &  Wells;  C. 
S.  Francis  St  Co.;  Wood  &  Son,  and  Stanford  & 
Swords.  The  idea  was  suggested  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Marshall,  of  Vicksburgh,  Miss.,  at  present  in  New 
York  on  a  visit. 

The  government  is  buying  mules  in  Tennessee,  at 
$100  apiece. 

PpOFEssoR  Mahan.  A  gold  medal  was  presented 
to  Professor  Mahan,  of  West  Point,  a  few  days  ago, 
by  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  as  a  to- 
ken of  their  appreciation  of  the  lectures  delivered  by 
him  before  the  military  of  that  city. 

Lieut.  Deas,  who,  it  was  reported  at  the  time,  had 
been  attracted  by  some  .Mexican  damsel,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  opposite  Fort  Brown,  but  who 
in  reality  had  swam  the  river  in  search  of  the  la- 
mented Col.  Cross,  and  was  captured  by  the  enemy, 
has  been  restore  J  to  his  company. 

Lieut.  Charles  D.  Jordan,  8(/i  U.  S  Infantry. — 
Treicnlation  of  a  sicord. — Lieut.  Jordan  is  a  native  of 
Canton,  Massachusetts.  Having  signally  distinguish- 
ed himself  in  the  late  battles  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
been  severely  wounded,  on  reaching  New  York,  his  ■ 
fellow  townsmen  residing  in  that  city  determined  to 
present  him  with  a  sword  as  a  testimony  of  regard  | 
and  of  admiration  for  lils  gallantry.  The  ceremo- 
nies of  presentation  took  place  a  few  days  since,  in 
the  presence  of  a  large  assemblage  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  among  whom  were  Professor  Mahan,  of 
West  Point,  Gen.  Sandford  and  slafl',  Major  Hall, 
Mr.  Durand,  the  artist,  &o.  George  F.iidicott,  esq., 
made  a  fev/  remarks  on  the  occasion  which  had  call- 
ed them  together,  'i'be  sword  was  presented  by 
Major  Gen.  Sandford,  with  an  appropriate  address 
to  the  recipient.  The  sword  is  of  beautiful  work- 
manship.    The  following  is  the  inscription: 

"I'o  Lieut.  Charles  D.  Jordan,  8lh  infantry,  U. 
S.  A-,  from  his  icllow  tow  nsmen  residing  in  New 
York,  a5,a  mark  ol  their  respect  for  his  brave  con- 
duct at  the  Battles  of  Palo  Alto  and  Reseca  de  la 
Palma,  May  8ih  and  'Jih,  1846.  Presented  July  13lh, 
1846." 

Lieut.  Jordan  replied  in  a  very  modest  manner  to 
Major  General  Sandford.  He  said  he  was  taken  a 
little  by  surprise  in  the  presentation  of  this  sword, 
but  it  was  a  soldier's  duty  to  be  always  ready.  He 
would  take  the  presenl  occasion  to  express  his  tbaaks 


for  the  kind  attention  shown  him  since  he  had  been  I     The  3d  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Col.  S. 


in  our  city.  In  the  battles  of  Palo  Alto  and  Reseca 
de  la  Palma  he  had  done  no  more  than  his  duly. — 
There  were  others  who  had  been  brave  and  gallant 
in  those  actions.  lie  considered  it  a  favoratile  cir- 
cumstance to  have  been  wounded,  for  he  had  excited 
the  sympathies  of  his  countrymen. 

After  Lieut.  Jordan  had  concluded,  George  Endi- 
cott,  esq.,  remarked  to  the  company  that  the /ncorn 
ble  circumstances  alluded  to  by  Lieut.  Jordan  was  his 
having  three  gun-shot  wounds  in  the  arm,  (iro  in  the 
breast,  and  lioo  bayonet  stubs  in  the  back!  Lieut.  Jor- 
dan was  some  distance  ahead  of  his  company  when 
he  charged  upon  the  enemy,  and  when  he  fell  he 
was  pinned  to  the  ground  by  a  bayonet  in  the  hands 
of  a  Mexican,  and  would  have  been  killed,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  bravery  of  Lieut.  Lincoln,  a  son  of  Gov. 


R.  Curtis,  Lieut.  Col.  McCook,  and  Adj.  Eaton,  ar- 
rived on  the  9th. 

Two  steamboats  arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the 
16lh,  with  the  2d  regiment. 

Indiana  volunteers. — A  steamboat  arrived  at  X. 
Orleans  on  the  16th  July,  with  five  companies  of  tho 
2d  regiment  of  Indiana  volunteers. 


New  York  vOLrNtEERs. — We  learn  that  the  full 
complement  of  seven  regiments  of  volunteers  requir- 
ed from  this  slate,  for  service  in  the  war  against 
Mexico,  has  already  been  obtained,  and  all  the  line 
oflicers  commissioned.  It  is  expeled  that  the  field 
officers  will  also  receive  their  commi-sions  in  the 
,  ,        .  ,,  u       ..         1  .I,-  I  course  ol  twelve  or   fourteen  days,  when  the  whola 

Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts,   who  came  to  his  rescue  ,  ,  ...   ,      „„„,.,i„i«     ,,...,iii„„  nrj„...  rr„.,»  .k. 

,..;..  1    1       .u    .        rn      ■  u    I  lorce   will   be  complete,   awaiting  orders  Irom  the 

and  with  his  own  sword  slew  the  two  Mexicans  who  1  J  K       '  „„„.    „„„,.i„  .,,ir...;.,„i   f„,. 


were  about  despatching  Lieut.  Jordan.  After  th 
presentation  of  the  sword  tlirte  hearty  cheers  were 
given  for  the  gallant  Lieut.  Jordan,  and  the  battles 
of  Palo  .^Ito  and  Reseca  de  la  Palma.  Toasts  and 
sentiments  were  drank.     Speeches  abounding  with 


war  department.  An  excess,  nearly  siillieient  for 
another  regiment,  we  understand,  has  been  reported 
to  the  adjutant  general's  office.  [•'Jlbanij  Jlllas. 


distinguished  guests,  &c.,  &.e. 


Expedition    against   Chihuahua.— Tho   compa- 

,  .  ,  ,     .  1    r  .u      ny  of  U.  States  dragoons   Ihat  hivo   for  some  time 

.?;!'lP.'.'!;1„',''1,'LT°  t.7"f„"'  ^  '^  bien  at  Austin,  Texas,  left  there  on  the  16th  June, 

for  San  Antonio. 

Capt.  R.  M.  Snell,  of  the  Texan  volunteers,  has 
arrived  at  Galveston  for  the  purpose  of  raising  three 
or  four  companies  of  fool,  for  what  service  is  not 
stated. 

The  Santa  Fe  expedition. — Col.  Price's  regimtnl. 
A  letter  from  Lexington,  Mo.,  dated  the  2d,  says — 
"Col.  Price  has  been  informed  by  Col.  Kearney,  that 
his  regiment  will  be  received,  provided  he  raises 
eight  hundred  infantry— more  cavalry  not  being 
wanted  in  the  expedition.  Col.  Price,  it  is  said,  ob- 
jects to  this  arrangement,  and  a  doubt  exists  whe- 
ther he  will  be  able  to  succeed  in  raising  the  number 
of  men."  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Col.  Kearney 
has  more  mounted  men  with  him  than  is  necessary 
for  the  expedition,  and  we  are  surprised  at  the  oppo- 
sition which  Col.  Price  makes,  to  the  new  service 
with  which  Col.  Kearney  desires  to  invest  him.  He 
ought  not  to  hesitate  about  obeying  Col.  Kearney's 
requisition,  more  especially  as  it  may  conduce  to 
the  safely  of  the  expedition,  and  to  the  promptness 
with  which  his  men  may  be  brought  into  tho  field. 

Trade  to  Santa  fe,  California,  and  Oregon 

Dr.  J.  Gregg,  the  author  of  "Commerce  of  the  Prai- 
ries," in  a  letter  to  the  editors  of  the  Boonslick 
(Missouri)  Times,  gives  the  following  important 
statements: 

Independence,  June  SOtfi,  1846. 

The  traders  having  left  this  place  in  detached  par- 
ties, as  each  proprietor  finished  his  preliminary  ar- 
rangements and  got  his  goods  and  chatties,  freight 
and  cattle  ready  for  starting,  it  is  difficult  to  form  a 
correct  estimate  of  their  numbers  or  quantity,  unless 
one  had  taken  the  pains  of  stationing  hiniself  upon 
the  borders  at  the  opening  of  navigation,  in  the 
spring,  and  counted  them  when  passing.  1  have, 
however,  by  minute  and  frequent  inquiries  ascer- 
tained that  there  are  "en  masse"  upon  the  Santa  Fe 


VOLUNTEERS. 
Louisiana  volunteers. — Two  regiments  of  Lou- 
isiana volunteers  were  enrolled  under  the  requisition 
of  Gen.  Gaines,  for  service  in  Texas.  They  were 
commanded  by  Col.  Gilbert  and  Cul.  Sanders,  and 
were  a  most  efficient  body  of  men.  After  General 
Gaines'  orders  had  been  countermanded  by  order  of 
the  president,  they  soliriled  that  they  might  bo  call- 
ed into  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  other  vo- 
lunteers. The  representative  of  the  district  in  con- 
gress joined  in  the  call.  But  it  appears,  from  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Marcy,  dated  on  the  9lh,  that  the  pre- 
sident declines  a  compliance  with  this  request.  The 
secretary  of  war  concludes  by  saying,  "that  he  (the 
president)  would  not  be  justified  in  making  any 
other  disposition  in  regard  to  either  ol  the  regiments 
in  question." 

Deserters. — The  two  Sergeants  who  deserted 
from  Capt.  Desha's  company  of  Alabama  volunteers 
on  the  Rio  Grande,  v\ere  arrested  in  Mobile,  and 
were  about  to  be  sent  back  to  be  tried  by  a  military 
court,  when  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  taken  out 
for  their  detention,  and  the  examination  of  their 
case  before  a  civil  court.  After  hearing  the  case, 
the  judge  decided  that  they  should  be  returned  to  the 
camp  for  trial  by  court  martial.  From  this  decision 
an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  court  of  appeals,  where 
the  matter  now  lies. 

Death  of  C.  J.  McNultt.— Capt.  Hicks,  of  the 
New  Era,  arrived  yesterday  from  New  Orleans,  re- 
ports the  death  of  C.  J.  McNulty,  on  his  way  to  the 
seat  of  war.  He  died  just  below  Memphis.  He 
was  a  private  in  the  Knox  county  volunteers,  and 
formerly  well  known  as  the  clei  k  of  tho  house  of  re- 
presentatives. 

Georgia  volunteers. — Two  men  were  drowned 
— Farrar  and  AlcNier — in  llie  Alabama  river,  while  i  trail,  216  wagons 

on   their  way  to   Mobile.     They  jumped  overboard  !  Still  behind  and  to  start  during  tl:e  sum- 


from  the  steamer  in  a  fright 

The  Mobile  papers  gives  the  particulars  of  an  af- 
fair, on  the  \iharf  in  that  city,  connected  with  a 
corps  of  volunteers  from  Georgia.  Some  of  the 
men  undertook  to  torment  some  negroes  fishing  at 
the  wharf.  Two  were  knocked  into  the  river  and 
one  of  them  drowned.  Excitement  followed,  and 
the  troops  were  for  hurrying  oft'  the  boat  on  which 
they  were  embaiked — but  the  mayor  ordered  their  1  jj  '"'^""1 
detention,  and  three  men  were  ai  rested  and  taken  ' 
before  the  mayor.  Two  were,  alter  examination, 
discharged,  and  the  third  sent  to  prison  lo  answer  lor 
his  crime. 

South  Carolina  volunteers. — The  secretary  of 
war  has  informed  the  governor  of  S.  Carolina  that 
there  is  no  necessity  at  present  for  calling  the  regi- 
ment of  that  stale  into  service. 


Capt.  Webster. — The  Boston  Courier  says  that  a 
splendid  sword  has  been  manufactured  for  Captain 
Edward  Webster,  (son  of  Senator  Webster,)  which 
is  lo  be  presented  to  him  by  some  of  his  friends  in 
Boston. 

Ohio  volunteers. — The  first  regiment  of  Ohio 
volunteers,  commanded  by  Col.  Mitchell,  and  Lieut. 
Col.  Weller,  arrived  at  New  Oilcans  on  the  8lh  of 
July,  by  the  steamers  New  World  and  Carolina,  from 
Cincinnati,  and  encamped  at  the  battle  ground  below 
ibe  barracks. 


njcr,  principally  belonging  to  Mexic- 
ans, say,  150        " 
Small  carriages,  buggies,  8tc.,  SI)        " 

• 416 

— having  on  board,  as  near  as  I  can  estimate  it,  an 
amount  of  merchandise,  costing  a  fraction  ot'fr  one 
million  of  dollars,  which  in  more  than  treble  Ihat  of 
any  previoas  season. 

These  vehicles,  of  various  sorts,  arc  accompanied 
as  various — comprising  traders   and  wa- 
goners, loungers  on  and  connoisseur  travellers,  loaf- 
ers and  loungers,  amounting  to  about  one  thousand 
men. 

The  Oregon  and  California  emigration,  (much  the 
larger  part  of  which  is  for  the  latter  country,) 
amounts  to,  men,  women,  and  children,  about  two 
thousand  persons,  and  in  all  probability,  1  think,  at 
least  400  wagons  of  all  descriptions. 

Then,  there  is  our  army,  the  number  of  which  is 
qute  uncertain,  although,  including  dragoons  and  vo- 
lunteers, infantry,  and  cavalry,  it  will,  from  present 
indications,  amount  to  about  three  thousand  men  ac- 
companied by  two  hundred  and  fifty  wagons. 

Thus,  we  have  about  six  thousand  souls,  with  one 
thousand  wagons,  moving  westward,  across  the  great 
praiiies,  during  the  present  summer,  from  this  part 
of  our  frontier.  Ho:v  many  may  put  off  from  other 
portions  of  our  western  border,  I  know  no  more  than 
yon;  but  report  says  that  a  l.Tr,:;e  numLc:-  of  tnops 
will  leave  Arkai -as  next  nioritU  for  our  soulhwcat- 
ern  froDlicr  and  Mexico.  Your  friend, 

J03IAH  GREGG. 
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The  expedition  to  the  Pacific— The  regiment 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Stevenson,  destined  for 
California,  was  mustered  and  inspected  at  the  New 
York  arsenal  yard  on  the  21st  ult.  It  is  said  they 
intend  to  encamp  on  Bedloe's  Island,  and  pass  the 
time  previous  to  their  departure  in  active  drill. 

The  .Mechanics' Journal  says— "Very  just  com- 
plaints are  made  of  the  favoritism  o(  the  adminis- 
tration ill  allowing  John  D.  Stevenson  to  raise  a  re- 
giment for  immediate  service,  while  volunteers  are 
enrolled  in  New  York  and  waiting  to  be  ordered  into 
service,  wailing  without  pay,  and  even  without  any 
provision  for  their  maintenance.  A  son  of  Mr. 
Marcy  is  to  be  paymaster  of  this  regiment,  for  the 
administration  has  long  since  assumed  the  right  of 
appointing  the  officers  of  the  militia,  though  in  di- 
rect defiance  of  the  constitution,  which  reserves  that 
right  to  the  states  respectively.  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
with  the  immense  patronage  in  bis  power,  made  it  a 
rule  never  to  appoint  a  relative  to  oflice.  With  all 
the  admiration  which  this  administration  exhibits  for 
British  examples,  this  is  a  precedent  which  there  ap- 
pears no  disposition  to  follow." 

OFFICIAL    CORRESPONDENCE. 


Report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  senate,  communicating 
information  as  to  the  employment  of  any  individ- 
ual by  the  department,  or  under  its  sanction,  to 
raise  volunteers  for  the  war  with  Mexico. 

JJ'nr  department,  Julij  17,  1846. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  forward  II. e  accompanj- 
in"  papers,  which  contain  all  the  information  in  pos- 
session of  this  department,  in  answer  to  Ihe  resolu- 
tion of  the  senate  of  the  29th  ultimo,  directing  the 
secretary  of  war  "to  report  to  the  senate  whether 
any  individual  has  been  authorized  by  the  depart- 
ment, or  recommended  by  the  department,  to  the 
executive  of  any  state  to  be  authorized  to  raise  vol- 
unteers to  serve  in  the  war  with  IVlexico,  &c." 

The  authority  under  which  this  correspondence 
has  obtained  is  derived,  as  is  conceived,  from  Ihe  act 
of  the  13lh  of  May,  which  authorizes  the  president 
to  call  for  and  accept  the  services  of  volunteers,  and 
was  not  designed  to  control  the  reservation  in  the 
."ilh  section  of  that  act  in  regard  to  the  appointment 
of  the  officers,  according  to  the  laws  of  their  respec- 
tive states.  In  view  of  a  similar  practice  which  has 
heretofore  prevailed  in  this  department,  in  calling 
for  and  accepting  volunteers,  1  transmit  herewith 
copies  of  two  letters  addressed  by  the  secretary  of 
war,  in  1837,  to  the  governors  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  asking  that  commissions  may  issue  to 
certain  individuals  who  had  been  instrumental  in 
raising  a  volunteer  force  at  the  instance  of  this  de- 
partment, under  the  act  of  23d  May,  1836,  which  is 
similar  in  its  provisions  to  Ihe  act  of  Way  13th, 
1846. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  W.  L.  MARCY, 

Secretary  of  war. 
Hon.  George  M.  Dallas,  vice  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  president  of  the  senate. 

JVar  department,   Washington,  June  3,  184G. 

Sir;  It  has  been  determined  by  the  president  that 
the  public  interest  will  be  suhiervcd  by  sending  vviih, 
or  to.  Col.  Kearney  an  additional  force  of  about  one 
thousand  mounted  men.  So  far  as  it  was  deemed 
proper,  arrangements  have  been  made  here  to  raise 
and  organize  it.  This  force  v/ill  cnnsist  of  ore  regi- 
ment, and  a  separate  battalion,  under  the  co.nmand 
of  a  lieutenant  colonel.  The  hon.  Sterling  Price, 
now,  a  member  of  congress,  has  been  highly  recom- 
mended to  the  president  as  in  every  respect  qualified 
to  be  put  at  ilie  head  of  the  regiment,  and  D.  D. 
Mitchell  and  William  Gilpin  to  be  field  olKccrs 
thereof.  'Ihos.  L.  Price  has  been,  in  like  manner, 
rerommended  to  hiiii  for  commandant  of  the  sepa- 
rate battalion. 

The  president  has  agreed  that  if  these  gentlemen 
will  organize  this  force,  its  services  ore  to  be  ac- 
cepted by  him.  Us  deslination  will  be  the  same  as 
the  force  already  called  lur  and  put  under  the  coni- 
inand  of  Col.  Kearney.  In  the  full  confidence  that 
this  ariangunient  will  meet  with  your  approval,  and 
you  will  co-operate  in  its  organization,  Mr.  Price 
has  determined  to  leave  here  to-morrow  morning 
for  the  purpi.se  of  uniting  with  you  in  carrying  it 
out.  Any  iiiudification  that  you  and  he  may  agree 
on  as  to  the  olhir  field  oOicets,  will  be  cuncuirtd  in 
by  the  president,  lie  will  bear  this  communication, 
and  will  explain  moie  in  detail  Ihe  views  of  the  go- 
vernment here.  It  is  imporlaiit  that  the  additional 
force  should   closely  follow    that  already  called  out. 

In  case  Col.  Kearney  should  think  it  advisable  to 
hd>e  a  ctill  larger  fuiLe,  he  n  dtilhoriaed  to  nuke  a 


requisition  on  you  for  it.  If  he  do  so,  the  president 
desires  that  you  respond  to  it  without  waiting  for 
orders  from  this  place,  and  send  on  to  him  the  num- 
ber and  description  of  volunteer  force  he  may  desig- 
nate. Orders  will  be  given  in  anticipation  of  this 
arrangement  being  carried  out,  to  the  proper  chiefs 
of  stair  here  to  forward  to  this  additional  regiment, 
and  separate  battalion,  the  necessary  arms,  accou- 
trements, ammunition,  &c.,  as  well  as  the  supply  of 
the  necessary  means  of  transportation  after  they 
shall  have  arrived  at  the  place  of  rendezvous.  It  is 
believed  that  all  these  supplies  will  bo  in  readiness 
as  soon  as  the  troops  can  be  assembled. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  or  Independence,  is  suggested 
as  the  place  of  rendezvous.  The  United  States  may 
not  have  rifles  in  that  section  of  the  country  in  suffi- 
cient number  to  arm  these  troops,  and  if  that  arm 
should  he  preferred  to  muskets,  the  men  will  lake 
their  own  rifles  with  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VVM.  L.   .MARCY,  secretary  of  war. 

His  excellency  J.  C.  Edwarhs,  governor  of  Mis- 
souri. 


IVar  department,  WasIUngton,  21lh  May,  1846. 

Sir:  The  inspecting  officers  of  the  volunteers  from 
your  state  are  authorized  to  receive  companies  if 
Ihey  do  not  come  up  to  eighty  privates,  provided 
ihey  contain  sixty  four  privates.  This  reduction  of 
privates  will  bring  down  the  quota  from  your  stale 
some  hundreds  below  the  former  estimate. 

The  hon.  E.  D.  Baker  has  expressed  a  desire  to 
the  president  and  this  department  to  enrol  and  orga- 
nize a  regiment,  and  he  has  been.encouraged  to  un- 
dertake it.  Should  he  succeed,  it  is  desired,  with 
your  approval,  that  such  a  regiment  should  be  re- 
ceived as  one  of  the  three  called  for;  but  if  you  have 
already  made  arrangements  for  the  ihrte,  then  it  is 
proposed  to  accept  and  call  into  immediate  service 
the  one  he  may  raise  in  addition  to  those  embraced 
in  Ihe  first  call. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.   MARCY,  secretary  of  war. 

His  excellency  Thomas  Ford,  governor  of  Illinois, 
Springfield,  III. 

[extract.] 
War  department,  Washington,  June  2,  1846. 

Sir:  Wilh  Ihis  letter  you  will  receive  one  from 
me,  addressed  to  you  by  direction  of  the  president, 
desiring  to  be  furnished  with  an  additional  force  of 
about  one  thousand  mounleU  men  from  the  state  of 
Missouri,  to  be  organized  inio  one  regiment  and  a 
separate  battalion.  »         *         •         »         » 

It  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  so  arranged  that  the  hon. 
S.  Price  may  be  colonel  of  the  regiment,  and  Wil- 
liam Gilpin,  esq.,  its  lieutenant  colonel,  and  that 
Thomas  L.  Price  may  have  Ihe  command  of  the  bat. 
talion  as  major  or  lieutenant  colonel. 

Though  the  president  is  far  from  wishing  to  dic- 
tate in  this  matter,  yet  he  has  been  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  these  gentlemen  are  admirably  fitted  to 
such  a  command  to  be  engaged  in  such  an  enter- 
prise. 

It  is  Tery  desirable  Ihat  there  should  be  the  ut- 
most practicable  dcspalch  in  organizing  and  sending 
on  this  forre  to  join  Cnl.  Kearney. 

i  have  ihe  honor  to  be,  very  resperlfully,  your 
obedient  servanl,  W.  L.  MARCY, 

Secretnry  of  war. 

His  excellency  John  C.  Edwards,  governor  of 
Missouri. 


Wnr  department,  Washington,  June  3,  1846. 

The  president  having  decided  to  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  a  regiment,  and  a  separate  b^ittalion  of 
mounted  men,  tliould  you  and  the  other  gentlemen 
named  in  my  letler  of  this  date  to  Governor  Ed- 
wards be  able  to  organize  them  without  delay,  you 
are  rcfpeclfully  rcqiiesled  lo  wait  upon  his  excellen- 
cy, deliver  my  letler,  explain  to  him  ihe  wifhcs  and 
views  of  Ihe  president  in  this  matter,  and  obtain  his 
approval  and  co-operation;  both  which,  it  is  not 
doubled,  he  will  promptly  and  cheerfully  render  in 
carrying  cut  the  arrangement.  Among  the  patriotic 
citizens  of  Missouri,  who  are  willing— nay,  anxious, 
to  volunteer  iheir  services  lo  the  government  in  this 
emergency — some  from  previous  habits  ol  life  and 
knowledge  of  the  country  may  be  belter  adapted 
than  others  lo  the  peculiar  service  which  will  be  re-' 
quired  of  them.  It  is  important  Ihat  those  compos-  ' 
ing  this  force  should  be  persons  best  fitted  for  Ihat 
service.  j 

You  will  perceive  Ihat  Fort  Leavenworth  or  Inde-  j 
pciidcncc  is  designated  as  Ihe  place  of  rendezvous. ! 
i  he  iruops  should  he  organized  and  rnovcd  forward  ' 
on  ihc  exptdition  wilh  all  piaclicablo  dcspalch. —  j 
They  uill  be  placed  undei  the  ccnimand  of  Colonel  I 


Kearney,  who  should  be  informed  of  the  lime  when 
they  will  be  in  readiness,  and  be  able  to  reach  bim 
at  Santa  Fe,  or  wherever  he  may  be. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  \V.  L.  MARCY, 

Secretary  cf  war. 

Hon.  Sterling  Price. 

War  department,  Vi'ashinglon,  3d  June,  !64R. 

Sir:  Governor  Veil  has  left  here  to-day  for  Ar- 
kansas, in  Ihe  hope  that  he  may  be  selected  lo  com- 
mand the  regiment  of  mounted  volunteers  required 
from  that  stale,  for  immediate  service  in  the  war 
against  Mexico.  The  president  has  conferred  fully 
and  freely  with  Governor  Yell  in  regard  to  the  ser- 
vice of  Ihis  regiment,  and  on  this  account,  as  well 
as  on  that  of  his  high  estimate  of  his  patriotism  and 
ability  to  render  valuable  service  lo  the  country,  he 
would  be  pleased  lo  see  him  placed  in  Ihe  position 
he  desires.  Without  wishing  to  interfere  in  this 
matter,  the  president  has  taken  the  liberty,  through 
me,  to  make  known  to  your  excellency  his  wishes  in 
this  matter,  trusting  that  you  will  ascribe  the  act  to 
the  proper  motives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  W.  L.  MARCY, 

Secretary  of  war. 

His  excellency  Chs.  T.  Drew,  governor  of  Ar- 
kansas, Little  Rock,  Ark. 

War  depnrt^ncnl,  J^'orembcr  10,  1837. 

Sir:  I  have  Ihe  honor  lo  inform  your  excellency 
that  a  corps  of  volunteers  has  been  raised  and  orga- 
nized in  Philadelphia,  who  have  tendered  their  ser- 
vices to  this  deparlment,  and  that  this  tender  has 
been  accepted,  in  the  confident  expectation  that  you 
will  issue  commissions  to  the  officers,  which  is  re- 
quired by  the  law  of  llie  23d  of  May,  1836,  author- 
izing the  employment  of  this  description  of  troops, 
before  the  department  can  avail  itself  ol  their  ser- 
vices. A  list  of  the  officers  will  be  forwarded  to 
you  by  the  corps;  upon  which,  as  the  presence  of 
the  troops  in  Florida  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
is  important,  I  beg  leave  lo  ask  your  favorable  ac- 
tion without  delay.  JOEL  R.  POiNSETT, 

Secretary  of  war. 

His  excellency  Joseph  Kitner,  governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Harrisburg,  Pa. 

War  department,  Aoremiier  11,  1837. 

Sir:  A  volunteer  company,  raised  and  organized 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  has  been  accepted  by  this 
department  for  services  in  Florida  without  a  doubt 
of  your  willingness  to  commission  the  individuals  se- 
lected by  Ihem  for  its  officers  so  soon  as  their  names 
should  be  presented  to  you,  which  is  required  by  the 
law  cf  May  23d,  1836,  before  the  deparlment  can 
avail  ilself  of  the  services  of  the  company.  It  is  of 
great  importance  that  the  company  should  be  in  the 
field  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  and  I  have 
therefore  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  forward  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cutler,  of 
the  army,  now  in  the  city  of  New  York,  so  soon  as 
convenient  a  captain's  commission  for  Jacobus  Ben- 
jamin Seller,  and  one  of  a  first  lieutenant  for  Ed- 
ward Gayner  Lavers,  who  have  been  selected  for 
those  ranks  by  the  company.  An  individual  lo  act 
as  second  lieutenant  has  not  yet  been  designated  by 
them;  but,  for  the  reasons  opposed  to  delay  which  I 
have  already  mentioned,  1  beg  leave  to  ask  you  to 
send  lo  Colonel  Cutler  a  commission  in  blank,  for  a 
person  of  that  rank,  which  Ihc  colonel  will  (ill  up, 
upon  his  election,  and  report  the  name  of  the  indi- 
vidual to  you.  JOEL  R.  POINSETT. 

Secretary  of  vi'ar. 

To  his  excellency  Wm.  L.  Marcv,  governor  of 
New  York,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

War  department,  H'oshinglon,  Jane  26,  1846. 

Sir:  The  president  having  t-elerminod  to  send  a 
regiment  of  voluiUeers  around  Cajie  Horn  to  the  Pa- 
cific, to  be  employed  in  prosecuting  hostilities  in 
some  province  of  Mexico,  probably  in  Upper  Cali- 
fornia, has  authorized  me  lo  say  that  if  you  will  or- 
ganize one  on  the  conditions  hereinafter  specified, 
and  tender  its  services,  it  will  be  accepted. 

It  is  proper  it  should  be  done  wilh  the  approbation 
of  the  governor  of  New  York. 

The  president  expects,  and  indeed  requires,  that 
greal  care  should  be  taken  to  have  it  composed  of 
suitable  pcisons — 1  mean  persons  of  good  habils^ 
as  far  as  praclicable  of  various  pursuils,  and  such 
as  would  be  likely  lo  desire  lo  remain  at  the  end  of 
ihe  war,  either  in  Oregon  or  any  territory  in  that 
region  of  the  globe  which  may  he  then  a  part  of  Ihe 
United  Slates.  The  act  of  the  13ih  May  last  au- 
thorizes the  acceptance  of  volunlcers  lor  twelve 
months,  or  during  Ihe  uar  wilh  Mexico.  The  condi-- 
lien  of  the  aeeepiancc  in  this  case  must  be  a  tender 
of  acrvicei  during  the  war,  and  it  must  be  explicitly 
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underslood  that  they  may  be  discharged  wilhoiil  a 
claim  (or  returning  home  wherever  they  may  be 
serving  at  the  termination  of  the  war,  provided  it  is 
in  the  then  territory  of  the  United  Slatos,  or  may  be 
taken  to  the  nearest  or  most  convenient  territory  be- 
longing lo  the  United  Slates  an'i  (hen  dischorgcil. 

The  men  must  be  apprised  expressly  that  their 
term  of  service  is  for  the  war — that  they  are  (o  be 
discharged  as  above  specified,  and  that  they  are  to 
he  employed  on  a  distant  service.  It  is,  however, 
very  desiralile  lliat  it  should  not  be  publicly  known 
or  proclaimed  that  they  are  to  go  to  any  particular 
province  in  Mexico. 

On  this  point  great  caution  Is  enjoined.  The  com- 
munlcalions  to  the  officers  and  men  must  go  so  far 
as  to  remove  all  just  ground  of  complaint  that  they 
have  been  deceived  in  the  nature  and  place  of  the 
service. 

It  is  expected  that  the  regnncnt  will  bo  in  readi- 
ness to  embark  as  early  as  the  1st  of  .August  next,  if 
practicable.  Steps  will  be  immediately  taken  to 
provide  for  transportation,  &c. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.-\KCY,  secretary  of  war. 

Col.  J.  D.  Stevenson,  New  York  t-liy. 


THE  T  A  m  F  F. 


THE    TARIFF    OF    1842,    IS    REPEALED! 

Ill  place  of  what  was  rightly  designated  the  riio- 
TECTivE  TARIFF,  because  it  protected  American 
tnanuiactures,  American  industry,  and  American 
enlerprize,  from  undue  foreign  influence, 

TDE   TAP.IFK    OF    1846,    HAS    BEEN   ENACTED, 

Jlnd  is  the  law  of  Iht  land.  This  laritf',  framed  avow- 
edly in  hostility  to  the  protective  policy,  is  predi- 
cated upon  the  opposite  principle, — that  is,  that  im- 
portations should  be  encouraged  to  the  utmost  ex- 
tent, in  order  that  government  may  thereby  derive 
the  greatest  amount  of  revenue, — and  hence  the 
friends  of  Ihe  measure  have  designated  it, 
"the  revenue  tariff." 

It  is  known  in  Europe  and  has  been  urged 
upon  congress  with  all  the  influence  which  Europe- 
ans, and  especially  which  the  British  government, 
British  capilalists,  British  statesmen,  British  man- 
ufacturers, and  British  merchanis  could  exert, — as 
what  thty  cnll,  and  what  will  emphatically  be  found, 
as  lo  them — 

"the  free  trade  tariff." 

Whether  designated  as  the  Anti-Protective  tariS', 
— the  Revenue  tariQ', — or  the  Free  Trade  tariff",  it  is 
lo  be  tested  and  endured  by  the  American  people. 

The  bill  is  to  go  into  operation  on  the  1st  Monday 
in  December,  1846. 

The  bill  as  amended  and  passed,  is  inserted  in  this 
number,  as  is  also,  as  an  appropriate  companion, 

the  BRITISH  TARIFF, 

Recently  enacted  by  Ihe  British  parliament. 

In  order  to  make  room  for  these  two  imporlant 
documents,  together  with  the  oQicial  treasury  report 
relative  to  the  operation  of  Ihe  tariff  bills,  also  in- 
serted in  this  number,  we  have  been  compelled  lo 
poslpone  to  our  next  an  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  two  houses  of  congress  on   the  tariff' bill. 

Those  proceedings  have  been  of  the  most  interest- 
ing and  exci'-ing  character,  especially  in  the  senate. 
That  body  was  equally  divided  upon  Ihe  question, 
snd  It  required  Ihe  cabling  vole  of  Mr.  Dallas,  the 
vice  president,  lo  carry  ihe  bill. 

The  fate  of  the  bill  remained  exceedingly  doubiful 
and  wavering  during  Ihe  whole  week.  One  day  its 
passage  was  confidenliy  predicted  by  its  friends,  and 
despondence  prevailed  amongst  lis  opponents.  The 
next  day  Ihe  scene  was  reversed  by  the  sudden  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Haywood,  a  loco  senator  from  Norilj 
Carolina,  who  felt  it  his  duly  to  resign  rather  than 
vole  for  llie  bill.  The  "Union"  assailed  Mr.  H.  in  a 
publication  of  that  night  for  ihe  act,  in  terms  which 
may  be  judged  of  by  leading  the  extract  from  the 
article  which  we  have  inserted.  The  opponents  of 
the  bill  now  triumphed  in  turn,  so  far,  as  to  have 
Ihe  bill  recommilied  with  inslruction  to  the  com- 
mittee, lo  modify  it  essentially.  Many  of  the  friends 
of  the  bill  considered  this  as  decisive  o(  its  fate,  and 
lamented  accordingly. 

The  next  niorniiig  the  scene  was  again  reversed. 
The  government  party  rallied.  The  commitlec,  in- 
stead of  obeying  the  inslruclions  of  the  senate,  re- 
ported the  bill  back  to  the  senate,  and  asked  to  be 
discharged. 

An  interesting  debate  took  place  on  this  proceed- 
ing. 


On  all  sides  it  was  considered  and  avowed  that 
whether  to  discharge  the  committee  was  to  be  the 
test  question.  The  most  intense  anxiety  of  course 
prevailed. 

On  the  yeas  and  niys  being  called,  there  were 
ayes  '.i7,  nays  27. 

The  vice  president  then  rose  and  read  on  expres- 
sion of  his  motives  for  voting  in  the  affirmative — 
and  the  coinniiltee  was  accordingly  discharged. 

The  fate  of  Ihe  bill  was  now  suspended  upon  the 
vote  of  Mr.  Jarnagin,  a  whigscnalor  from  Tennessee, 
than  whom  no  one  in  the  senate  ptrhaps  was  more 
opposed  to  Ihe  bill,  but  the  "democralic"  legislature 
of  the  state  he  represented  had  inslructed  their  sena- 
tors from  that  state  to  vole  for  tlic  repeal  of  the  ta- 
rilTof  1842,  and  he  considered  himself  bound  to  obey 
the  inslruclions.  Yet  as  he  had  expressed  doubts  as 
to  certain  provisions  in  Ihis  bill  being  contemplated 
by  the  legislature  when  so  instructing,  how  he  would 
finally  vole  was  the  doubt. 

One,  at  least,  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  was 
now  found  lo  be  so  palpably  wrong,  that  some  of  the 
senators  of  Ihe  democialic  parly  avowed  a  delermi- 
nalion  not  lo  vole  for  the  bill,  if  ihat  provision  was 
retained,  allhougli  most  of  Ihe  party  appeared  axious 
lo  pass  the  bill  as  it  was,  ijlher  than  take  the  risk 
of  sending  il  back  to  tlic  house  of  representatives. 
Finally,  however,  to  insure  the  votes  of  those  who 
objected  to  the  section,  Iho  bill  was  so  amended,  and 
in  thai  form,  on  being  put  on  its  final  passage,  Mr. 
Jarnegan  voted  as  inslructed, pr  Ihe  bill,  and  it  passed, 
ayes  28,  nays  27. 

Now  a  last  lingering  hope  was  entertained  that 
the  amendment  might  not  be  adopted  by  the  house. 

A  cuiictis  of  Ihe  parly  assembled  that  evening  for 
the  purpose  of  Insuring  a  final  triumph.  The  anicnd- 
menl  next  morning  was  adopted  by  nearly  the  came 
vote  by  which  the  bill  had  originally  passed  the 
house.  And  .so,  "the  long  agony  is  over."  The  laritf 
of  1842,  is  repealed,  and  the  people  of  the  U.  Slates 
are  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  "A  Revenue  'i'arill'." 

The  comments  of  Ihe  "Union"  upon  the  passage  of 
the  bill  are  too  long  for  our  space,  in  Ihis  number 
and  two  expressive  to  be  abridged.  Thej  shall  have 
space  in  a  succeeding  number. 

The  National  Intelligencer  says — 

THE    TRICMPH    of     EVIL. 

"To  your  Tenls,  0  Israel." 
The  spirit  of  evil,  the  exactions  of  parly,  the  be 
bests  of  the  Ballimore  Convention,  have  fiiialiy  iri- 
umplied  over  Ihe  prayers  and  remonstrances  of  a 
betrayed  and  terrified  people.  The  fatal  measure 
which  strikes  at  the  root  of  all  the  industry  of  ihe 
country,  and  at  the  living  of  every  man  in  it  who 
earns  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow — this  miss- 
happen  and  monslrous  scheme,  which  its  friends 
would  not  defend,  and  which  even  some  of  them 
admitted  could  not  be  defended — this  measure,  so 
pregnant  of  evil,  has  received  the  sanction  of  bolh 
houses  of  congress,  and  in  two  days  more  will  be- 
come the  law  of  the  land.  What  shall  we  say  of  i 
an  act  so  indefensible  and  so  pernicious?  The  coun- 
try will   be  astounded  by  the  news  of  Us  passage. 

Though  remotely  threatened  wilh  it,  the  people 
were  incredulous.  They  did  not  believe  that  their 
rcpresenlalives — those  even  most  submissive  lo  parly 
trammels — would  have  the  hardihood  lo  smile  Ihe 
country  and  all  lis  interests  and  hopes  wilh  so  heavy 
and  cruel  a  blow.  They  regarded  liie  resolution  of 
Ihe  Ballimore  Convention  as  a  mere  bruliim  fulmcn, 
and  the  "Auiie  Leller"'  as  a  covenant  of  safely. — 
Unhappy  confidence!  BiUerly  is  it  now  lo  be  rc- 
penleu;  and  biller  th.e  fruit  now  to  be  reaped  by 
those  whoiroiiW  put  their  Irust  in  demagogues.  But 
they  sutler  not  alone;  the  whole  country  shares  their 
sullering,  and  none  can  "mock  al  Iheir  calamity."— 
Tlicy  have  discovered  tlieir  error,  too  late  though  il 
be  to  avert  Ihe  evil,  yel  not  loo  lale  to  repair  il.  Lei 
Ihe  whole  country  rise  up  as  one  man  lo  vindicale 
Us  lights  and  ils  interests.  Let  all  uiille— those  who 
have  been  deceived  and  those  who  have  not — in  one 
determined  effort  to  overlhrow  this  ill-advissd  and 
desiruolive  parly  act.  Let  ihe  cry  of  "REPKAL," 
from  Ihis  day  gii  forlh,  and  never  cease  until  con- 
gress shall  obey  the  public  voice.  Let  every  hill  and 
valley  and  hamlet  and  village  ring  with  it  until  the 
beneficent  principl'S  of  1842  be  reslored,  and  wilh 
them  the  reanimated  industry  and  prosperity  of  the 
country.  In  Ihe  language  of  an  eminent  senator,  we 
soy.  Lei  not  the  pres  dent's  signature  to  Ihis  hill  be 
dry  before  the  clarion  is  sounded;  let  not  a  day  pass 
before  the  people  assemble  to  proclaim  Iheir  sense  j 
of  wrong  and  Iheir  rc^ululion  to  right  or  wrong. — 
Let  thi-s  pernicious  measure  be  exposed,  followed, 
fastened  upon,  dragged  into  full  light,  and  doomed  ' 
lo  public  execution,  as  it  is  now  lo  general  reproba-  f 
lion.  On  the  >ery  first  d;Ay  of  the  next  session  (ad-  ! 
ded  the  aenaloi )  let  a  bill  be  introduced  lo  repeal  : 
Ibis  anti  American  law,  to  re-eslablish  Ihe  revenues, ' 


and  restore  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  "I  shall 
be  here,  (he  added,)  God  sparing  my  life,  lo  second 
the  movemenl,  and  wilh  all  my  ability  to  assist  in 
putting  an  end  to  Ihis  ill-judi^ed,  unprecedented,  and 
monslrous  measure  of  Icgi-lation." 

The  Washington  "C/iii,,)!,"  of  Saturday  niglil,  2.5lli 
,Iuly,  under  the  f 'Mowing  caption,  Ihtu  discourses  of, 
and  denounces  certain  Uniled  Slates  senators  of  tho 
"democratic"  party. 

the  revenue  bill  in  danger! 

.VoWA  Carofiiirt  bclroyedl— Resignation  cf  Senator  Hay- 

\cood! 

[The  Union  then  makes  some  extended  comments 
on  the  slale  of  the  probable  vole  In  the  senate,  and 
breaks  forth  as  follows:] 

"The  whole  democralic  parly  wilh  very  few  excep- 
lions,  look  it  for  granted  Ihat  this  measure  was  about 
to  bo  carried  out  at  the  present  session,  when  all  at 
once  Iho  democralic  senalor  fiom  Conneclicut  inti- 
malcd  his  determination  to  go  against  the  bill.  Il  was 
safe,  however,  under  Iho  vole  of  Mr.  Haywood,  the 
senator  from  North  Carolina,  whi-n  all  al  once,  it 
was  reported  that  he  was  about  lo  vole  against'lt, 
unless  it  was  amended  in  a  way  «  hich  was  not  deem- 
ed at  all  malerial  by  the  great  body  of  the  democratic 
parly.  The  dcmoeriuic  senators,  (with  Ihe  exception 
of  the  two  from  IV-nnsylvania  and  one  from  Connec- 
ticut;, had  determined  to  pass  il,  and  not  endanger 
its  success  in  the  other  house  by  anv  amendn.eni,  at 
this  lale  period  of  the  session.  The  'fate  of  Ihe  mea- 
sure, therefore,  essentially  depended  upon  the  course 
of  Mr.  Haywood.  IJutin  vain  was  every  appeal  made 
lo  him  by  his  most  inliir.ale  friends.  In  vain  had  tho 
six  dcmotratic  rcpresenlalives  of  North  Carolina 
borne  witness,  by  Iheir  voles,  lo  the  policy  and  jus- 
tice of  Ihe  measure.  In  vain  is  it  understood  that  tho 
democratic  parly  ofNorlh  Carolina, and  many  of iha 
whigs,  are  m  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  tariff' to  Iha 
revenue  standard.  In  vain  was  Win.  H.  H  ly  woo  1 
sent  lo  the  senate  of  the  Uniled  .stales  by  the  demo- 
cracy of  Norlh  Carolina.  At  this  time  of  the  utmost 
need — whilst  the  fate  of  Ihe  whole  revenue  bill  may 
depend  upon  his  vole— whilst  ihe  incalculable  inte- 
rests of  a  great  country  are  dependent  upon  him — he 
flinches  from  his  duly— it/rni/s /lis  state— and  this  day 
resigns  his  seal  in  the  senate  of  the  Uniled  States 
and  puis  it  in  the  power  of  a  whig  governor  to  send 
a  whig  senator  to  arrest  the  passage  of  a  measure, 
which  is  lo  do  justice  to  the  south,  lo  Ihe  west,  lo  the 
whole  agticuhural  and  commercial  inlerests  of  Iha 
norlh,  and  lo  every  portion  of  the  union.  He  de- 
serts his  parly  without  being  solemnly  controlled  by 
the  inslruclions  of  his  constituent! — as  m  the  case 
wilh  the  senators /rom  Penn.sylvania  and  Tennessee. 

Frorr  whatever  motives  this  extraordinary  wrong  ' 
,  has  been  perpetrated  upon  the  whole  country,  and  es- 
[  pecially  upon  his  immediale  constituents- whether 
under  Ihe  i;  tluencc  of  that  erratic  imagination  and  ' 
that  feebleness  of  judgment  which  in  the  most  criti- 
cal emergencies  ouen  betray  like  treason — whether 
it  Is  because  Ihe  overweening  vanily  of  the  senator 
to  llie  merit  of  originality,  and  Ihe  conlemplible  ho- 
nors of  authorsliip,  until  he  became  so  deeply  com- 
milted  in  his  blunders  that  he  could  not  extricate  him- 
self witlioul  slinking  from  his  post,  and  surrendering 
it  into  the  hands  of  llie  enemy— yet  the  wrong  is  done. 
It  may  be  felt  by  every  man  in  North  Carolina;  and 
Will.  H.  Haywood  stands  recorded  as  an  apostate  and 
a  deserter,  who  never  will  be  able,  in  the  course  of 
the  longest  life,  lo  expiate  one  hundredth  part  of 
the  political  transgressions  which  he  has  tills  day 
committed.  Let  ihis  bill  be  lost  through  lys  derelic- 
tion, and  the  deepest  odium  will  fall  upon  his  head. 
All  confidence  in  his  slabilily  Is  gone.  No  man  here- 
after will  know  how  to  trust  him.  II.';  had  belter  ' 
join  the  ranks  of  ihe  federal  parly  al  once,  and  lake 
ihe  bounty  at  their  hands,  il  they  are  willing  lo  trust 
a  man  who  deserls  his  friends  In  the  moment  of  trial, 
and  sacrifices  his  country  to  his  own  conceits,  eccen- 
tricities, and  indecision.  But  Mr.  H.  had  better  seek 
at  once  the  retirement  lo  which  he  is  doomed.  He 
is  desliiute  of  that  cle.irness  of  judgment  and  firm- 
ness of  purpose  which  are  the  essential  elcmcuts  iii 
the  composition  of  a  slatcsman. 

One  word    about  Ihe   course  of  the  senator  from 
Connecticut.   His  conduct  is  exciting  the  proloundest    ' 
regrel  with  Ihe  demccraiic  parly.    He  is  now  quoted 
by  the  whig  press  wilh  commendation.     How  does 
Mr.  Niles    relish   this    tribute?     His  opinions  were    ' 
quoted  with  approbalioii  lu  day  by  Mr.  Uanicl   tVeb-    ' 
sler.    Does  not  this  Irioule  also  startle  the  democrats.'     ■ 
The  republican   presses,  on  the  other  hand,  are   ex- 
pressing tlieir  aslonislimeiit  and  regret  at  his  coucoB. 
The  duMiocratic  press  of  Connecticut  itself  is  clothed     ' 
In  sackcloth  and  ashes  for  his  alienation. 

The  Boston  Post,  thus  essays  lo  justify  (he  alledgod 
fraud  upon  the  I'ennsylvaniaDS  and   lo   Mr   PolU'ii 
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sentiments  relative  lo  the  tariCf,  by  showing  off  simi- I  seven  votes,  Maine  gave  six  to  the  bill,  and  New 
lar  frauds  alleged  against  the  whIgs.  Hampshire   gave   three   out   of  four,  and    notivith- 

"The  whigs  have  short  memories.  They  carried  standing  the  anxiety  of  one  or  two  leading  mera- 
the  policy  wtiich  they  allege  was  practised  on  a  small  bers  of  Ohio  to  embarrass  the  administration  and 
scale  in  Pennsylvania,  all  through  the  Harrison  cam-  ;  the  democratic  party,  yet  of  her  21  votes,  12  were 
palgn,and  on  a  mammoth  plan.  As  an  instance,  given  in  favor  of  free  trade.  The  cause  is  every 
take  their  national  bank  professions.  At  the  south,  I  wh:>re  gainmg  ground  with  amazing  rapidity.  For 
the  whigs  opposed  this  institution;  Rives  in  Virginia  ;  the  factory-men  to  underlaKe  to  arrest  the  current, 
made  out  the  whig  candidate  an  anti-bank,  Ewing  in  ;  would  make  it  dash  on  with  accelerated  speed. — 
Ohio,  charged  that  the  adsertion  that  the  whigs  want-  It  is  their  best  policy  just  to  stand  aside  and  let  it 
ed  a  bank  was  a    democratic  libel.     And  so  down-  I  pass. 

wards  to  the  buckeye  blacksmith,  who  with  a  credu  vVe  were  going  to  say  that  should  the  bill  be  de- 
lous  honesty,  believed  what  the  generals  of  the  cam-  feated  in  the  senate— which  is  a  supposition  extreme- 
pa.gn  said.  Yet  the  cardinal  measure  when  in  power  |y  improbable— the  subject  would  inevitably  eo  be- 
was  the  creation  of  this  very  bank!  And  when  Tyler  I  f^e  the  people  of  the  United  States  under  circum- 
put  upon  their  bill  his  patriotic  veto,  the  whigsde-  s^nces  which  would  result  in  a  signal  triumph  for 
claredTyler  a  Iraitor,  and  their  Herculean  effort  had  ,  (,,«  friends  of  free  trade,  and  establish  the  principles 
been  los-theircup  of  prosperity  dashed.  What  was  j  fo^  ,,,,ich  they  have   been  contending,  in  the  prac- 


there  but  deception  here.^  Again  take,  as  anothe 
illustration,  this  subject  of  the  tariff.  Who  does  not 
remember  that  one  of  the  chief  ingredients  of  the 
northern  speeches  was  Mr.  Van  Buren's  hostilitv  to 
the  tariHj  the  whigs  alleged  that  ho  was  out  and  out 
free  trade.  At  the  south,  however,  where  votes  must 
be  had  to  elect  Harrison,  the  vvhigs  used  Ilie  very 
opposite  means  to  get  them.  There  Van  Biiren  was 
represented  as  tlie  reverse  of  free  trade.  Preston 
made  out  Van  Buren  more  of  a  protectionist  than 
Clay,  and  Rives  made  Harrison  a  genuine  free  trader. 
Yet  then  these  immaculate  whigs  were  not  con- 
science-struck at  all  in  the  business.  Where  they  so 
violently  strain  at  a  gnat,  they  then  swallowed  a 
camel." 

The  Charlcslon  Mercury,  quoting  the  foregoing  ar- 
ticle, adds — "This  is  all  perfectly  true,  and  up  to  the 
time  of  the  election  of  Harrison,  Mr.  Clay  himself 
was  bound  by  the  most  solemn  and  oft'  repeated 
pledges  to  support  the  compromise  act.  If  Mr. 
Polk  and  ibe  democratic  party  generally  had  sworn 
to  support  the  tariff  of  1842,  and  then  turned  round 
and  passed  a  free  trade  tariff,  they  would  just  have 
copied  the  example  of  Mr.  Clay  and  his  friends.^ 
But  all  this  is  no  justification  for  the  prevarication  of 
the  democrats  in  the  last  presidential  election,  and 
they  are  paying  the  penalty  of  it  now,  as  the  whigs 
did  before  them,  by  having  a  party  divided  against 
itself,  and  an  adminislralion  that  has  no  certainty 
of  a  majority  for  a  single  measure  it  may  propose. 
It  is  beyond  controversy  that  the  true  issue  on  the 
tariff  question  was  never  made  by  the  democrats  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  exceedingly  probable  that  if 
it  had  been,  that  state  would  have  gone  for  Clav.  As 
to  the  grievances  of  Pennsylvania,  however,  we  don't 
at  all  understand  them.  That  slate  did  not  elect 
Polk  and  Dallas,  and  could  not  have  prevented 
their  election  by  voting  against  them.  It  is  indeed  a 
notable  pretension  to  set  up,  that  because  the  Penn 
sylvanians  >iere  too  ignorant  and  stupid  to  know 
what  were  issues  involved  in  the  presidential  elec- 
tion, it  is  therefore  dishonest  and  treacherous  for 
congress  to  adopt  any  measures  but  such  as  their  ig- 
norance and  stupidity  may  now  dictate  or  approve. 
If  Pennsylvania  is  for  the  tariff  of  1842,  then  she 
has  been  fufly  and  fairly  represented  by  the  votes  of 
her  representatives  and  senttors  against  the  new  bill. 
She  has  had  her  full  weight  against  the  change  of 
the  duties.  If  her  own  delegation  had  deceived  her, 
then  Pennsylvania  might  complain  and  miglil  punish 
the  traitors  according  to  her  pleasure.  But  Pennsyl- 
vania IS  to  instruct  the  president  of  the  United  Slates, 
forsooth,  and  to  complain  of  the  represenlatlvcs  of 
he  rest  of  the  union,  because  she  did  nut  understand 
that  they  hid  any  sober  intention  of  carrying  out 
what  they  l,ad  pledged  themselves  to— a  reform  of 
the  tariff  of  1812!!" 


77(6  J^'ew  Orleans  Courier,  July  IG,  say?: — "It  is 
much  better  for  the  manufacturers,  and  others  inte- 
rested in  keeping  up  high  protective  duties,  to  be  sa- 
tisfied and  silent  under  the  act  latefy  passed  by  the 
house  of  representatives  than  try  to  renew  the  con- 
test for  the  enactment  of  lawsaimiUr  to  tliatof  1842 


The  spirit  of  the  country  is  hostile  to  the  piinciple 
of  protective  duties— the  spirit  of  the  ago  is  agiinsl 
It.  This  noble  spirit  of  anli-monopoly  may  be  op- 
posed—but  its  course  cannot  be  impeded  or  slopped 
— an  attempt  to  arrest  its  progress  would  augment 
tenlold  its  lortc  and  rapidity,  and  end  in  overwhelm- 
ing llie  hardy  wigliis  concerned  in  the  underlaking 
in  certain  and  remediless  ruin.  Should  the  bill 
which  has  passed  the  house,  be  defeated  in  tlie  sen- 
ate, it  would  be  the  most  unfortunate  event  for  the 
manufacturers  that  could  pusuibly  happen.  We  have 
seen  in  the  late  vole  on  the  bill  in  the  house,  that 
the  western  and  soulhcrn  states  were  nearly  unani- 
mous in  ihis  matlcr— and  there  was  a  majority  of 
the  members  from  every  one  of  them  exee]it  Ken- 
lucky,  in  favor  of  Mr.  McKay's  bill.  iVew  Vurk 
which  was  strongly  tainted  with  the  protcctivo  doc- 
trines  five   yeata   ago  was   equally  divided— of  he 


ng,  in  tne  p 
lice  of  our  government,  to  the  end  of  time.  The 
reaction  against  the  protective  doctrines  would  be  so 
strong  and  so  violent,  that  they  would  be  scouted 
from  the  land,  and  would  become  obsolete  in  four  or 
five  years — like  the  financial  doctrines  which  were 
supported  with  so  much  zeal  by  Mr.  Biddle  and  his 
whig  brethren  In  the  years  1837  and  1340. 

The  duties  recognized  by  the  new  act  are  suffi- 
ciently high  to  protect  .\merican  products  from  the 
competition  of  foreigners;  they  are,  in  fact,  higher 
than  they  ought  to  be— higher  than  is  compatible 
with  a  consistent  adherence  to  sound  principles  of 
political  economy.  Sould  the  manufacturers  suc- 
ceed in  their  desires  to  reject  the  bill  in  the  senate, 
it  would  sleep  till  after  the  expiration  of  the  present 
congress  in  1847,  and  then  the  subject  would  be  agi- 
tated before  the  people  in  a  mode  which  would  in- 
sure the  defeat  of  the  protection  party  m  every  state 
of  the  Union.  The  members  of  congress  would  re- 
commence the  work  of  reducing  the  duties,  with 
feelings  exasperated  by  former  disappointment  and 
recent  opposition.  What  would  be  the  conseqiience.' 
Every  clause,  every  word  that  resembled  or  savour- 
ed of  protection,  would  be  erased  from  the  tariff. 

Iron  goods,  woollen  goods,  cotton  goods,  would  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  with  goods  not  produced 
In  this  country — tea  and  coffee  would  be  taxed  at 
higher  rates  than  American  productions;  in  a  word, 
the  doctrine  of  protection  would  be  hooted  from  our 
revenue  laws.  It  is  better,  therefore,  much  better 
that  our  manufacturmg  brethern  should  swallow  the 
new  tariff  act  with  as  good  a  face  as  they  can  put 
on,  and  as  few  twistings  of  countenance  as  possible, 
than  go  about  the  streets  like  madmen,  crying  out  to 
every  one  they  meet  as  the  Tropic  does — "the  de- 
mocratic congress  have  sold  us  to  the  British  and 
placed  the  British  lion  over  the  stars  and  stripes!" — 
This  is  too  much  a  la  humbug  to  frighten  the  Ameri- 
can mind  from  lis  propriety.  The  manufacturers, 
with  all  their  dependents,  connections,  and  advo- 
cates, constitute  not  more  than  one-tenth  part  of  the 
population  of  the  United  States.  The  other  nine- 
tenths  are  becoming  awake  to  the  delusion  that  has 
been  practiced  upon  them  during  the  last  twenty 
jears,  they  perceive  that  the  manufacturers  have 
been  a  privileged  class,  which  was  every  day  grow- 
ing more  powerful  and  tyrannical;  a  kind  of  esta- 
blishment, which  the  American  people,  essentially 
democratic  in  their  feelings  and  in  the  practice  of 
their  lives,  can  endure  no  longer  than  while  its  true 
nature  is  concealed  from  them.  But  when  their  eves 
are  opened  to  its  defor,uitie.a,  and  they  see  the  mis- 
chiefs which  it  has  produced,  and  will  produce,  if 
suffered  to  remain— why  you  might  as  rationally  an- 
ticipate public  approbation  to  repeal  the  immortal 
Declaraiion  of  Independence,  as  for  the  resuscitation 
of  the  protective  system,  when  once  it  shall  have 
fairly  exploded,  as  in  fact  it  has  done." 
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reducing  the  duty  on  imports,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

He  if  enaclcd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represinta- 
tives  of  the  Uiiiled  Stales  of  jlincrica  in  congress  assem- 
bled, I'hat  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  December 
next,  in  iieu  of  tiie  duties  heretofore  imposed  by  law 
on  the  articles  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  on  such 
as  may  now  bo  exempt  from  duty,  there  shall  be  le- 
vied, collected,  and  paid,  on  the  goods,  wares,  and 
inerchandisc  herein  enumerated  and  provided  for, 
imported  Irom  foreign  countries,  the  following  rates 
of  duty — that  is  to  saj: 

On  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  mentioned  in 
schedule  A,  a  duty  of  one /iimiiierf  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem. 

On  gooils,  wares,  and  merchandise  mentioned  in 
schedule  B,  a  duly  of  forty  per   centum  ad  valorem. 

On  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  mentioned  in 
:r    sehedule  V,  a  duly  of  thirty  per  cent,  ud  valorem.       , 


On  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  mentioned  in 
schedule  D,  a  duly  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem. 

On  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  mentioned  in 
schedule  E,  a  duty  of  ttcenty  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem. 

On  goods,  wares,  and    merchandise  mentioned  in 
schedule  F,  a  duty  o(  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem. 
On  goods,  wares,  and    merchandise  mentioned  in 
schedule  G,  a  duty  of  ten  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  mentioned  in 
schedule  H,  a  duty  of /loe  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  December  next,  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  mentioned  in  schedule  I 
shall  be  exempt  from  duty. 

Sec.  3.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  December  next,  there  shall  bs 
levied,  collected,  and  paid  on  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  imported  from  foreign  countries,  and 
not  specially  provided  for  in.this  act,  a  duty  of  twen- 
ty per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Sec.  4-  .ind  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  in  all  cases 
in  which  the  invoice  or  entry  shall  not  contain  the 
weight  or  quantity  or  measure  of  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise  now  weighed  or  measured  or  guaged, 
the  same  shall  be  weighed,  guaged,  or  measured,  at 
the  expense  of  the  ownrr,  agent,  or  consignee. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  December  next,  in  lieu  of  the 
bounty  heretofor  authorized  by  law,  to  be  paid  on 
the  exportation  of  pickled  fish  of  the  fisheries  of  the 
United  States,  there  shall  be  allowed,  on  the  expor. 
tation  thereof,  if  cured  with  foreign  salt,  a  draw- 
back equal  in  amount  to  the  duty  paid  on  salt,  and 
no  more,  to  be  ascertained  under  such  regulations  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Sec.  G.  .Ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merch:indise  imported  after  the  passage 
of  this  act  and  which  may  be  in  the  public  stores  on 
the  second  day  of  December  next,  shall  be  subject 
to  no  other  duty  upon  the  entry  thereof  Ihan  if  the 
same  were  imported  respectively  after  that  day. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  twelfth 
section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  reve- 
nue from  imports,  and  to  change  and  modify  exist- 
ing laws,  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  August  thirty,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-two,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
so  far  modified,  that  all  goods  imported  from  this 
side  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  Cape  Horn  may 
remain  in  the  public  stores  for  the  space  of  one  year 
instead  of  the  term  of  sixty  days  prescribed  in  the 
said  section;  and  that  all  goods  imported  from  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  C.ipe  Horn  may 
remain  in  the  public  stores  one  year  instead  of  the 
term  ninety  days  prescribed  in  the  said  section. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  owner,  consignee,  or  agent  of  imports 
which  have  been  actually  purchased,  on  entry  of  the 
same,  to  make  such  addition  in  the  entry  to  the  cost 
or  value  given  in  the  invoice,  as  in  his  opinion  may 
raise  the  same  to  the  true  market  value  of 
such  imports  in  the  principal  markets  of  the  coun- 
try whence  the  importations  shall  have  been  made, 
or  in  which  tho  goods  imported  shall  have  t)een 
originally  manufactured  or  produced,  as  the  case 
may  he;  and  to  add  thereto  all  costs  and  charges 
which,  under  existing  laws,  would  form  part  of  the 
true  value  at  the  port  where  the  same  may  be  enter- 
ed, upon  which  the  duties  should  be  asssesscd.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  collector  within  whoso 
dislrict  the  same  may  be  imported  or  entered, to  cause 
the  dutiable  value  of  such  imports  to  be  appraised, 
estimated,  and  ascertained  in  accordance  wilh  tha 
provisions  of  existing  laws;  and  if  the  appraised  va- 
lue thereof  shall  exceed  by  ten  per  centum  or  more 
the  value  so  declared  on  the  entry,  then  in  addition 
to  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  the  same,  there  shall 
be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  a  duty  of  twenty  per 
ceiilum  ad  valorem  on  such  appraised  value:  Provid- 
ed, nevertheless,  That  under  no  circumstances  shall 
the  duly  be  assessed  upon  an  amount  less  than  tho 
invoice  value;  any  law  of  congress  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  0.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  deputies 
of  any  collector,  naval  officer,  or  surveyor,  and  tho 
clerks  employed  by  any  collector,  naval  officer,  sur- 
veyor, or  appraiser,  v\lio  are  not  by  existing  laws 
required  to  be  sworn,  shall,  before  entering  upon 
their  respective  duties,  or,  if  already  employed,  be- 
fore continuing  in  tho  discharge  thereof,  take  and 
subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  failhfully  and  dili- 
gcnlly  to  perform  sueli  duties,  and  to  use  their  best 
endeavors  to  prevent  and  delect  frauds  upon  the  re- 
venue of  the  United  Slates;  whicli  oath  or  alfirma- 
lion  shall  be  administered  by  the  collector  of  Ihe 
porl  or  district  »here  the  said  deputies  or  clerks 
may  be  employed,  and  shall  be  of  a  form  to  be  pre- 
scnbtd  by  the  tttrvtaiy  of  the  treasury. 
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Sec.  10.  .Inil  be  il  fmi/ier  enacted.  That  no  officer 
or  other  person  connected  with  the  navy  of  the  U 
States,  shall,  under  any  pretence,  Import  in  any 
ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  Slates  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise    liable   to  the  payment  of  any  duly. 

Sec.  1 1 .  .Ind  be  il  fmthrr  enacted.  That  all  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

SCHEDULE  A. 

Brandy  and  other  spirits  distilled  from  grain,  or 
other  materials;  cordials,  absvnthe,  arrack,  curacoa, 
kirschenwas«cr,  liqueurs,  maraschino,  ratafia,  and 
all  other  spirituous  beverages  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter. 

SCHEOULE  B. 

Alabaster  and  spar  ornaments;  almonds;  ancho- 
vies, sai-dines,  and  all  other  fish  preserved  in  oil; 
camphor  retined;  cassia,  cloves;  composition  tops  for 
tables,  or  other  articles  of  furniture;  comfits, sweet- 
meats, or  fruit  preserved  in  sugar,  brandy,  or  mo- 
lasses; currants;  dales;  figs;  ginger  root,  dried  or 
green;  glass,  cul;  mace;  manufactures  of  cedar 
wood,  granadilla,  ebony,  mahogany,  rosewood,  and 
satin  wood,  nutmegs;  pimento;  prepared  regelables, 
meats,  poultry,  and  game  sealed  or  enclosed  in  cans, 
orotherwi^c;  prunes;  raisins;  scagliola  tops  fur  ta- 
bles, or  other  arlicles  of  furniture;  segars,  snufi',  pa 
per  segars,  and  all  other  manufactures  of  tobacco; 
wines.  Burgundy,  champaign,  claret,  Madeira,  port, 
sherry,  and  all  other  wines  and  imitations  of  wines. 

ECHEDl'LE  C. 

Argentine,  alabatla,  or  German  silver,  manufac- 
tured or  unmanufactured;  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  in 
casks  or  bottles;  articles  embroidered  with  gold,  sil- 
ver, or  other  metal;  arlicles  worn  by  men,  women, 
or  children,  of  whatever  material  composed,  made 
up,  or  made  wholly  or  in  part,  by  hand;  asses' skins; 
balsams,  cosmetics,  essences,  extracts,  pastes,  per- 
fumes, and  linctures,  used  either  for  the  toilet  or  for 
medical  purposes;  baskets,  and  all  other  arlicles  com 
posed  of  grass,  osier,  palm-leaf,  straw,  whalebone, 
or  willow,  not  otherwise  provided  for;  bay  rum; 
beads,  of  amber,  composition,  or  was,  and  all  other 
beads;  benzoates;  bologna  sausages;  bracelets,  braids, 
chains,  curls,  or  ringlets,  composed  of  hair,  or  of 
which  hair  is  a  component  pari;  braces,  suspenders, 
webbing,  or  utiier  fabrics,  composed  wholly  or  in 
part  of  India  rubber,  not  otherwise  provided  for; 
brooms  and  brushes  of  all  kinds;  cameos,  real  and 
imitalion,  and  mosaics,  real  ana  imitation,  when  sel 
in  gold,  silver,  or  other  metal;  canes  and  slicks  for 
walking,  finished  or  unfinished;  capers,  pickles,  and 
sauces  of  all  kinds,  not  otherwise  provided  for; 
corks,  earthen,  China,  and  stoneware,  and  all  other 
wares  composed  of  earthy  and  mineral  subslances 
not  otherw  ise  provided  for;  fire  crackers;  flats,  braids, 
plaits,  sparteere,  and  willow  squares,  used  for  mak- 
ing hals  or  bonnets;  glass  tumblers,  plain,  moulded, 
or  pressed,  not  cut  or  printed;  hats  and  bonnets  fur 
men,  women,  or  children,  composed  of  straw,  satin 
straw,  chip,  grass,  palm-leaf,  willow,  or  any  other 
vegetable  substance,  or  ol  hair,  whalebone,  or  other 
material,  not  otherwise  provided  for;  caps,  hals, 
muH's,  and  tippels  of  fur,  and  all  other  manufactures 
of  fur,  or  of  which  fur  shall  be  a  component  mate- 
rial; caps,  gloves,  leggins,  mils,  stocks,  stockings, 
wove  shirts  and  drawers,  and  all  similar  articles 
made  on  frames,  worn  by  men,  women,  or  children, 
and  not  otherwise  provided  for;  card  cases,  pocket 
books,  shell  boxes,  souvenirs  and  all  similar  articles, 
of  whatever  maierial  composed;  carpels,  carpelinj, 
hearth  rugs,  bedsides,  and  ot.hcr  portions  of  carpet- 
ing, being  either  of  Aubusjon,  Brussels,  ingrain, 
Saxony,  Turkey,  Venetian,  Wilton,  or  any  other 
similar  fabric;  carriages  and  parts  of  carriages;  cay- 
enne pepper;  cheese;  cinnamon;  clocks  and  parts  of 
clock?;  clothing,  ready  made,  and  wearing  apparel 
of  every  description,  of  vv.'iatever  material  compos- 
ed, made  up  or  manufactured  wholly  or  in  pari  by 
the  tailors,  seampstress,  or  manufacturer;  coach  and 
harness  furniture  of  all  kinds;  coal;  cuke  and  culin 
of  coal;  combs  of  all  kinds;  compositions  of  glass  or 
paste,  when  sel;  ccinfeclionary  of  all  kinds,  tiot 
otherwise  provided  for;  coral,  cut  or  manuf.!ctured; 
cotton  cords,  gimps,  and  galloons;  court-plaster, 
crayons  of  all  kinds;  cutlery  of  all  kinds;  diamonds, 
gems,  pearls,  rubies,  and  other  precious  stones,  and 
imitations  of  precious  stones,  when  set  m  gold,  sil- 
ver, or  other  metal;  dolls,  and  toys  of  all  kinds, 
epaulets,  galloons,  laces,  knots,  stars,  tassels,  tre^scs, 
and  wings  uf  gold,  silver,  or  other  metal;  fans  and 
firescreens  of  every  description,  of  whatever  ma 
lerial  composed;  feathers  and  flowers,  artificial  or 
ornamental,  and  parts  thereof,  of  whalever  maierial 
composed;  frames  and  slicks  for  umbrellas,  parasols, 
and  sun-shades,  filll^lled  or  unfinished;  furniture, ca- 
binet and  household;  ginger,  ground;  grapes;  gum 
benzoin  or  benjamin;  hair  pencils;  hat  bodies  of  cot- 
ton; hemp,  unmanufactured;   honey,  human    hair, 


cleansed  or  prepared  for  use;  ink  and  ink  powder; 
iron,  in  bars,  blooms,  bolls,  loops,  pigs,  rods,  slabs, 
or  other  form,  not  otherwise  provided  for;  castings 
of  iron;  old  or  scrap  iron;  vessels  of  cast  iron;  ja- 
panned ware,  of  all  kind,  not  otherwise  provided  for; 
jewelry,  real  or  imilation;  jet  and  raanufactures  of 
jet,  and  imitations  thereof;  lead  pencils;  maccaroni, 
vermicelli,  gelatine,  jellies,  and  all  similar  prepara- 
tions; manufactures  of  the  bark  of  Ihe  cork  tree, 
except  corks;  manufactures  of  bone,  shell,  horn, 
pearl,  ivory,  or  vegetable  ivory;  manufactures,  arti. 
tides,  vessels,  and  wares,  nut  otiieriviso  provided 
for,  of  brass,  copper,  gold,  iron,  lead,  pewter,  pla 
tina,  silver,  tin,  or  any  olher  metal,  or  of  which 
either  of  those  metals  or  any  other  metal  shall  be 
the  component  material  of  chief  value;  manufac- 
tures of  cotton,  linen,  silk,  wool,  or  worsted,  if  em- 
broidered or  tamboured  in  the  loom  or  ollnrwise,  by 
machinery,  or  with  the  needle,  or  other  process; 
manufactures,  articles,  vessels,  and  wares  of  glass, 
or  of  which  glass  shall  be  a  component  material, 
not  olherwise  provided  for;  colored,  stained,  or 
painted  glass;  glass  chryslals  for  watches;  glasses  or 
pebbles  lor  spectacles;  paintings  on  glass;  procelain 
glass;  mannfactures  and  articles  of  leather  or  of 
which  leather  shall  be  a  component  part,  not  other- 
wise provided  for;  manufactures  and  arlicles  of  mar- 
ble, marble  paving  tiles,  and  all  olher  marble  more 
advanced  m  manufacture  than  in  slabs  or  blocks  in 
the  rough;  manufactures  of  paper  or  of  which  pa- 
per is  a  component  material,  not  otherwise  provided 
for;  manufactures,  articles,  and  wares  of  papiere 
mache;  manufacturers  of  wood,  or  of  which  wood  is 
a  component  part,  not  otiierv/ise  provided  for;  raanu- 
factures of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  the  com- 
ponent material  of  chief  value,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for;  medical  preparations,  not  olherwise  pro- 
vided for;  metallic  pens;  mineral  waters;  molasses; 
muskets,  rifles,  and  olher  fire-arms;  nuts,  not  olher- 
wise provided  for;  oil-cloth,  of  every  description,  of 
whalever  material  composed;  ochers  and  ochery 
earths  used  in  the  composition  of  painters  colors, 
whether  dry  or  ground  in  oil;  oils,  volatile,  essential, 
or  expressed,  and  not  olherwise  provided  for;  ofives; 
olive  oil,  in  casks,  other  than  salad  oil;  olive  salad 
oil  and  all  other  olive  oil  not  otherwise  provided  for; 
paper,  antiquarian,  demy,  drawing,  elephant,  fools- 
cap, imperial,  letter,  and  all  other  paper  not  other- 
wise provided  lor;  paper  boxes  and  all  other  fancy 
boxer-;  paper  envelopes;  parasols  and  sunshades; 
parchmenl;  pepper;  plated  and  gilt  ware  of  all  kind-; 
playing  cards;  plums;  potatoes;  red  chalk  pencils; 
saddlery  of  all  kinds,  not  otherwise  provided  for; 
salmon,  preserved;  sewing  silk,  in  the  gum  or  purifi- 
ed; shoes  composed  wholly  of  Indian  rubber;  sealing 
was;  silk  twist  and  twist  composed  of  silk  and  mo- 
hair; side-arms  of  ever  description;  silver-plated  me- 
tal, in  sheet  or  olher  form;  soap,  Castile,  perfumed, 
Windsor,  and  all  other  kinds;  sugar  of  all  kinds;  to- 
bacco unmanufactured;  syrup  of  sugar;  twines  and 
pack  thread,  of  whatever  maierial  composed;  urn- 
biellas;  vellum;  vinegar;  wafers;  water  colors;  fire- 
wood and  wood  unmLmulactured,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for;  wool,  unmanufactured. 

SCHEDULE  D. 

Buttons  and  button  moulds,  of  all  kinds;  borax  or 
tinclal;  Burgundy  pitch;  calomel,  and  all  other  mer 
eunal  preparations;  camphor,  crude;  feather  bed~; 
feathers  for  beds,  and  downs  of  all  kinds;  floss  silks; 
grass  clolhi  haircloth,  hair  seating,  and  all  other 
manufactures  of  hair  not  olhervvise  provided  for; 
jute.  Sisal  grass,  coir,  and  other  vegetable  substances 
unmanufactured,  not  otherwise  provided  f  >r;  baizes, 
bookings,  flannels,  and  lloor  cloths,  of  whalever  ma- 
terial composed,  not  olherwise  provided  for;  cables 
and  cordage,  tarreil  or  unlarred;  cotton  laces,  cotton 
insertings,  coilun  iriraining  laces  and  braids;  manu- 
factures composed  wholly  of  cotton,  not  otherwise 
provided  for;  manufactures  of  goal's  hair,  or  mohair, 
or  of  which  goat's  hair  or  mohair  shall  be  a  compo- 
nent maierial,  nut  olherwise  provided  for;  mailing; 
Chinese,  and  olher  floor  matting  and  mats  made  of 
flags,  jute,  or  grass;  manulaclures  of  silk,  or  of 
which  silk  shall  be  a  component  material,  not  other- 
wise provided  foi;  mnnulacturcs  of  worsted,  or  of 
which  worsted  si;all  be  a  component  material,  not 
otherwise  provided  for;  roofing  slates  and  slates 
olher  than  roofing  slate-;  woollen  and  worsted  yarn. 

SCHEDULE    E. 

Acids,  acetic,  acetous,  benzoic,  boracic,  chromic, 
citric,  muriatic,  white  and  yellow;  nitric,  pyroligue- 
ous  and  tartaric,  and  all  olher  acids  of  every  de- 
scription, used  lor  chemical  or  medicinal  purposes, 
or  for  manufacturing,  or  in  the  fine  arts,  not  olher- 
wise provided  for;  aloes;  Angora,  Thibet,  and  olher 
goat's  hair  or  mohair  unmanufactured;  cedar  wood, 
ebony,  granadilla,  mahogany,  rosewood,  and  satin 
wood,  unmanufactured;  cream  of  tartar;  extract  ol 
indign;  extracts  and  dccoclions  of  logwood  and  other 
dye-woodi   not   otticr.vijo   provided  for;  extract  of 


madder;  flaxseed;  green  turtle;  gunny  cloth;  alum; 
amber;  ambergris;  animal  carbon;  antimony,  crude 
and  regulus  of;  arrow  root;  articles,  not  in  a  crude 
stale,  used  in  dying  or  tanning,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for;  assafoclida;  bacon;  bananas;  barley;  beef; 
beeswax;  berries,  vegetables,  flowers,  and  barks,  not 
otherwise  provided  for;  bismulh;  bitter  apples;  blank- 
els  of  all  kinds;  blank  books,  bound  or  unbound; 
blue  or  Roman  vilriol,or  sulphate  of  copper;  boards, 
planks,  staves,  lath,  scantling,  spars,  hewn  and  saw- 
ed timber,  and  timber  to  be  used  in  building  wharves; 
bronze  liquor;  iron  liquor;  lac  spirits;  manna,  mar- 
ble in  the  rough  slab  or  block,  unmanufactured;  me- 
tals, Dutch  and  bronze  in  leaf;  needles  of  all  kinds 
for  sewing,  darning  or  knitlinj;;  ozier  or  willow  pre- 
pared for  basket  maker's  use;  paving  stones;  paving 
or  roofing  tiles  and  bricks;  boucho  leaves;  breccia; 
bronze  po.vder;  butter;  cadmium;  calamine;  can- 
Iharides;  caps,  gloves,  leggins,  mils,  socks,  stock- 
ings, wove  shirts  and  drawers,  made  on  frames,  com- 
posed wholly  of  cotton,  worn  by  men,  women,  and 
children;  cassia  buds;  castor  oil;  casturum;  choco- 
late, chromale  of  lead;  chromate,  bichromate,  hj- 
driodale,  and  prussiale  of  potash;  cobalt;  cocoanuls; 
coculus  indicus;  copperas  or  green  vitriol,  or  sul- 
phate of  iron;  copper  rods,  bolls,  nails,  and  spikes; 
copper  bottoms;  plaslcr  of  I'aris  when  ground;  quick- 
silver; saffron  and  saffron  cake;  seppia;  steel,  not 
otherwise  provided  for;  copper  in  sheets  or  plates, 
called  braziers'  copper  and  olher  sheets  of  copper 
not  otherwise  provided  for;  cubebs;  dried  pulp- 
emery;  ether,  felspar;  fig  blue,  fish,  foreign,  whe- 
ther fresh,  smoked,  salted,  dried,  or  piekled,  not 
otherwise  provided  lor;  fish  glue  or  isinglass;' fisli 
skins;  flour  of  sulphur;  Frankfort  black;  French 
chalk,  fruit,  green,  or  ripe,  not  otherwise  provided 
for;  fulminates,  or  fulminating  powders;  furs  dressed 
on  Ihe  skin;  gan,boge;  glue;  gunpowder;  hair,  curl- 
ed, moss,  sea-weed,  and  all  olher  vegelable  sub- 
stance used  for  beds  or  mattresses;  hams;  hats  of 
wool;  hat  bodies  made  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool 
shall  be  a  component  material  of  chief  value;  hat- 
ter's plush,  composed  of  silk  and  cotton,  but  of  which 
cotton  is  the  component  material  ol  chief  value; 
hemp  seed  or  linseed,  and  rapeseed  oil,  and  all  other 
oils  used  in  painting;  Indian  corn  and  corn  meal; 
ipecacuanha;  indium;  iris  or  orris  rool;  ivory  or 
bone  black;  jalap;  juniper  berries;  lac  sulphur; 
lampblack;  lard;  leather,  larned,  bend,  or  sole;  lea- 
ther, upper  of  all  kinds;  lead,  in  pigs,  bars,  or  sheets; 
leaden  pipes;  leaden  shol;  leeches;  linens  of  all  kinds; 
liquorice  paste,  juice,  or  rod;  litharge,  malt  man- 
ganese; manufactures  of  flax,  not  otherwise  provid- 
ed for;  manufactures  of  hemp,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for;  marine  coral,  unmanufactured;  medicinal 
drugs,  rools,  and  leaves,  in  a  crude  stale,  not  oUier- 
wise  proiided  foi;  mclals,  unmanufaclured,  not 
otherwise  provided  for;  mineral  and  bituminous 
substances,  in  a  crude  state,  nut  otherwise  provided  ■ 
for;  musical  instruments  uf  all  kinds,  and  strings  for 
musical  inslrumenla  of  whip  gut  or  calgiil,  and  all 
other  strings  of  Ihe  same  material;  nitrate  of  lead; 
oats  and  oatmeal;  oils,  neatsfool,  and  other  animal 
oil,  spermaceti,  whale,  and  other  liih  oil,  the  pro- 
duce of  foreign  fisheries;  opium;  oranges,  lemons, 
and  limes;  orange  and  lemon  peel;  palent  mordanl; 
paints,  dry  or  ground  in  oil,  not  otherwise  provided 
for;  paper  hangings  and  paper  for  screens  or  fire- 
boards;  pearl  or  hulled  barley;  periodicals  and  other 
works  in  the  course  of  printing  and  republication  in 
the  United  Slates;  pineapples;  pilch;  plantains; 
plumbago;  pork;  potassium;  Prussian  blue;  pumpkins; 
putty;  quilh;  red  chalk;  rhubarb;  rice,  or  paddy;  roll 
brimstone;  Roman  cement;  rye  and  rye  flour-  sad- 
dlery, common,  tinned,  or  japanned;  sago;  sal'soda, 
and  all  carboiialea  of  soda,  by  whatever  names  de- 
signated, not  otherwise  provided  for;  sall^,  Epsom, 
glauber,  Rochelle,  and  all  other  salts  and  prepara- 
tions of  salts,  not  otherwise  provided  for;  sarsapa- 
rill. ;  shaddock-;  sheathing  paper;  skins,  laniied  and 
dressed,  of  all  kinds;  skins  of  all  kinds,  not  other- 
wise provided  lor;  slale  pencils;  smalls;  spermaceti 
candles  and  tapers;  spirils  of  tuipentiiie;  sponges; 
spunk;  squills;  starch;  slcarino  candles  and  lapers: 
slereolype  plates;  slill  bolloms;  sulphate  of  barytes, 
crude  or  refined;  sulphate  of  quinine;  lallow  candles; 
tapioca;  tar;  thread  laees  and  inserting>;  lypc  metal; 
types,  new  or  old;  vanilla  beans;  verdigris;  vel- 
vet, in  the  piece,  composed  wholly  of  collon;  velvet, 
Ml  the  piece,  composed  of  colloo  and  silk,  but  of 
which  cotton  is  the  component  maierial  of  chief 
value;  Vermillion;  wax  candles  and  lapers;  whale- 
bone, ihe  produce  of  foreign  fisheries;  wheat  and 
wheal  fiour;  while  and  red  led;  whiliug  or  I'aris 
white;  while  vitriol,  or  sulphate  of  ziiie;  wimlow 
glass,  broad,  crown,  or  cylinder,  woollen  lislings; 
yams;  annisced. 

SCHEDULE   r. 

Arsenic;  bark,  Peruvian;  bark,   Quilla;  Brazil  pasle; 

brimstone,  crude   in   bulk,  cuik  Uce  baih,  unnianul»c- 
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lured;  codilla,  or  tow  of  hemp  or  flax;  diamonds,  gla- 
ziprV,  set  or  not  sei;  dragon's  blood;  flax,  unmanufac- 
lured;  oold  and  silvtT  leaf;  mineral  kennes;  silk,  raw, 
not  more  advanced  in  manufuclure  than  snigles,  Iram, 
and  tlirown  or  organzine;  lerne  tin  platef;  im  foil,  tin  in 
plates  or  shte's;'  tin  plates  galvanized,  not  otherwise 
provided  toi;  steel  in  bars;  cast,  shear,  or  German;  zinc, 
speller,  or  leutenegue,  in  sheets. 

SCHEDULE   G. 

Ammonio;  annatto,  Rancon  or  Orleans;  barilla;  books 
printeti,  niai»azines,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  and  illustra- 
ted newspapers,  bound  or  unbound,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for;  blenching  powders  or  chloride  of  lime;  build- 
ing sinrife;  burr  stones,  wrought  or  unwroughi;  canioes 
unil  Miosi'cs,  and  imitations  ihereof,  nut  set;  ebonome- 
lers,  b.x  or  ships,  and  parts  thereof;  cocoa;  cochineal; 
coooa  shells;  compositions  of  glass  or  paste,  nutsei;  oud- 
beai;  diamonds,  gems,  pearls,  rubies,  ana  other  pre- 
cious slones,  and  imitations  thereof,  when  not  set;  en- 
gravings or  plates,  bound  or  unbound;  hem|)seed,  lin 
seed,  and  rapeseed;  Fuller's  earth;  furs,  halters',  dressed 
or  undressed,  not  on  ihe  skin;  furs,  undressed,  when  on 
the  skin;  goldbeaters'  skins;  gum  Arobio;  gum  Senegal; 
gum  'I'ragacanih;  gum  Barbary;  gum  East  India;  gum 
Jeddo;  gu-n  substitu'.e  or  burnt  starch;  indigo;  kelp,  na- 
tron; icrra  joponica  or  catechu;  hair  of  all  kinds,  un- 
cleaned  and  unmanutaclured;  India  rubber  in  bo:tles, 
slabs,  or  sheeis,  unmanufactured;  lemon  and  limcjuiee; 
lime;  maps  and  charts;  music  and  music  paper,  wiih 
lines,  bound  or  unbound;  nu.\  vomica;  oils,  palm  and 
cocoa  nui;  orpiineni;  palm  leaf,  unmanufactured;  po- 
lishing stones;  pumice  and  pumice  slones;  ralans  and 
reeds,  unmanufactured;  rotten  slone;  sal  ammonia;  salt- 
petre, (or  nitrate  of  soda  or  potash)  relinod  or  partially 
rchned;  soda  ash;  sulphuric  acid,  or  oil  of  vitriol;  tallow, 
marrow,  and  all  other  grease  and  soap  stocks  and  s  lap 
stuffs,  not  otherwise  provided  for;  watches,  and  parts  of 
watches;  watch  materials  of  all  kinds,  iiototherwise  pro- 
vided for;  woad  or  pastel. 

SCHEDULE  H. 

Alcornoque:  argol,  or  crude  tartar;  bells,  when  old, 
or  hellmeial,  fit  only  to  be  rcmanufaclured;  brass  in  pigs 
or  bars;  Hrazil  wood,  and  all  other  dye-wood  in  sticks; 
brass,  when  old,  fit  only  to  be  remannfactureJ  ;  bristles; 
chalk,  not  otherwise  provided  for;  clay  unwr'/ugbt;  cop- 
per in  pigs  or  bars,  copper,  when  old,  and  Rt  only  to  be 
remanufaciureJ;  flints;  grindstones,  wrought  or  un- 
wroughi; berries,  nuts,  and  vegetables  used  exclsively  in 
dyeing,  or  in  composing  dyes,  but  no  article  shall  be 
classed  as  such  that  has  undergone  any  manufacture; 
ivory  unmanufactured;  ivory  nuts,  or  vegetable  ivory; 
madder  root;  nutgalls;  pearl,  mother  of;  lasiings,  suita- 
ble for  shoes,  boots,  boolees,  or  buttons,  exclusively; 
manuficturcs  of  mohair  cloth,  silk,  twist,  or  other  manu- 
factures of  cloth,  sniiable  lor  Ihe  manulaclure  of  shres, 
boots,  bootees,  or  buttons  exclusively;  horns,  horn-tips, 
bones,  bone-tips,  and  teeth,  unmanufactured;  kerms,  lac 
dye;  madder,  ground;  nickel;  pewter,  when  old,  and  tit 
only  to  bo  rcmanufaetured;  rags,  of  whatever  material; 
raw  biles  and  skins  of  all  kinds,  whether  dried,  salted, 
or  pickleJ,  not  othernise  provided  for;  salllower;  sak- 
p;i:e,  or  lUirateof  soda,  or  potash,  when  crude;  seedlac; 
shellac;  sumac;  tin  in  pigs,  bars,  or  blocks;  tortoise  and 
other  shells  unmanufactured;  tumeric;  waste  or  shu  ddy, 
weld;  zinc,  speller,  or  leulenegue,  unmanufactured,  not 
otherwise  provided  for. 

SCHEDULE    I- 

Animals  imported  for  breed;  bullion,  gold  and  silver; 
cabinets  of  coins,  medals  and  other  colleciions  of  anti- 
quities; collije  and  lea,  when  imported  direct  from  ihe 
plaoeofiheir  growth  or  production,  in  American  vessels, 
or  in  foreign  ves.'sls  entitled  by  reciprocal  treaties  lo  be 
exempt  from  discriminaiing  duties,  tonnage  and  other 
charges;  coflic,  the  growth  or  production  of  the  posses- 
sions of  the  Netherlands,  iniporled  from  ihe  Ncihcrlands 
in  ihe  same  manner;  coins,  gold,  silver,  and  coppi-r;  cop- 
per ore;  copper  wien  imported  from  the  United  Slates 
mini;  cotton;  fell,  adhesive,  for  sheathing  vessels;  gar- 
denseeds,  and  all  other  seeds,  not  otherwise  provided  for; 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  the  gtowih.  produce,  oi 
manulaclure  of  the  United  Slates,  exported  lo  a  foreign 
couniry,  and  brought  back  to  the  United  Slates  in  the 
same  condition  as  ivhen  exported,  upon  which  no  draw- 
back or  bounty  has  been  allowed;  Proiided,  that  all  re- 
gulalions  to  ascertain  the  identity  ihereof,  proscribed 
by  existing  laws,  or  which  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  secrc'ary  o(  the  treasury,  shall  be  complied  wiih; 
guano;  household  effects,  old  and  in  use,  of  persons  or 
families  from  foreign  cnuniries,  if  used  abroad  by  them, 
and  not  inieiided  lor  any  oiher  person  or  persons,  or  for 
sale;  junk,  old;  models  of  inventions  and  other  improve- 
ments in  the  ana:  Provided,  That  no  ariiclo  or  articles 
shall  be  rieeined  a  model  or  improvement  which  can  be 
tilled  for  use;  oakum;  oil,  spermaceti,  whale,  and  other 
fish,  of  American  fisheries,  and  all  other  articles  the  pro 
duce  of  such  fisheries;  paintings  and  siaiuary,  the  pro- 
duction of  American  artists  reading  abroad,  and  all 
oilier  palnlings  and  slaiuary;  I'ruridnl,  The  same  be 
iniporled  in  good  fiith  as  objecis  of  taste,  and  nut  of 
merchandize;  personal  and  household  ellects  (not  mer- 
chandize) of  citizens  of  the  United  Siales  dying  abro  nd; 
plaster  ol  Paris,  iiiiground;  plaiina,  unmannfaclured; 
sheathing  copper,  but  no  copper  lo  be  consiiirn  d  such, 
and  adiniltud  free,  except  in  sheeis  f-i  n  i  '  'iii  :,i'  !)■  s  long 
and  fouricen  inches  wide,  and  wei!;'i  h  '  -  -  '  lirii  to 
to  thinyluLir  ounces  the  square  I"  •  '  -  :  nioial; 
specimens  of  natural  history,  iiiiuri  •!  ,:} ,  "i  li'iomy; 
trees,  shrubs,  bulbs,  plants,  and  rooia,  not  otherwi.^c  pro- 
vided fir;  wearing  apparel  in  actual  use,  and  oilier  per- 
sonal efficis  not  merchandize,  professional  books,  implo- 
mcntf,  inLirunients,  and  tools  of  trade,  occupation,  or 


employment  of  persons  arriving  in  the  United  Slates:  I 
Provided,  That  this  exemption  shall  not  be  construed  | 
to  include  machinery  or  oiher  articles  imported  for  use  ! 
in  any  manulacluring  eslablishmenl,  or  for  sale. 
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The  London  Times  of  July  3d,  gives  in  exienzo  the 
lextof  the  Corn  and  the  Customs  Bills,  which  have  now 
become  part  of  the  law  of  Great  Britain.  'Phe  "Act  to 
alter  certain  Duties  or  Customs"  contains  six  sections, 
of  which  the  following   is  the  subsionce:— 

1.  It  is  declared  that  instead  of  the  duties  now  levied 
upon  the  articles  named  in  the  schedule,  those  named  in 
subsequent  sections  shall  be  collected. 

2.  From  .4pril  5,  1S47,  the  duties  upon  limber  are  to 
be  levied  according  to  the  rales  laid  down,  viZ: 

From  Aprils,  •■17        April  5,  '-IS 
Timber  per  lad  50  ft  £\     _  £()    15  3 

do    sawn  orsplit 


Slaves  over  72  in.    long,  7 
wide,  or  3^  thick 
Firewood,  per  216  ft 
Handspikes  under  7  feet, 
per  leo 

Do        over  7  ft 
Knees  under  5  in.  square, 
per  120 
Do  Sand  under  8 

Lathwood  per  216  feet 
Oars  per  120 

Sjiars  under  22  ft.  long  and 
in.  di.,  par  120 
Do        over  do 
Spars  all  lengths  under  6 

in.  di. 
Spokes  under  2  ft.  length 
per  M 

Do  over  do 


1     03 


1     12 
3     04 


0     18 


1  04 

2  03 


Wood  planed  and    not  enumerated,  6d.  and  4d.  per  foot 
and  XIO  for  every  i'lOO  ad  val. 

3.  From  June  1, 1846,  the  duties  upon  specified  articles 
are  to  be  as    follows: — 

Foreign 


From  British 
Possessions. 
2s  Gd 
2  6 
2  6 
2  6 
2  6 
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Canary  per  owl  Ss 

Caraway       "  5 

Carrot  "  o 

Clover  "  5 

Leek  "  5 

Mustard         "  13  7t 

Onion  "  5  2  6 

Other  Seeds  per  £100, 5£  2  tlO 

4.  No  duties  whatever  are  to  be  charged  upon   the  fol- 
lowing articles.- — 

Alii  jials,  living,  viz:  asses,  goats  kids,  oxen  and  bulls, 
cows,  calves,  horses,  mares,  geldings,  colts  foals,  mules, 
sheep,  lambs,  swine,  and  hogs,  pigs,  suckings,  bacon, 
beef,  tresh,  or  salieil;  beef,  salted,  not  being  corned  beef; 
bullies  ofearih  and  stone,  empty;  casts  of  busts,  statues, 
or  figures,  caviare;  cherry  wood,  being  furniture  woods, 
cranberries;  cotton  manufactures,  not  being  articles 
v\'holly  or  in  pan  made  up.  not  otherwise  charged  with 
duly;  enamel;  gelatine;  glue;  hay;  hides,  or  pieces  there- 
of, tawed,  varnished,  japanned,  enamelled,  Muscovy  or 
Russia  hides,  or  pieces  thereof,  tanned,  colored,  shaved, 
orothern  ise  dressed,  and  hides  or  pieces  thereof  any  way 
dressed,  not  otherwise  enumerated;  ink  fjr  printers;  in 
kle  wroiiglit;  lampblack;  linen,  viz.  plain  linens  and  di- 
aper, whether  checkered  or  striped  with  dye  yarn  or  not 
and  manufactures  of  linen,  or  of  linen  mixed  with  cotton 
or  with  wool,  not  pariicnlarly  enumerated  or  otherwise 
charged  with  duly,  not  being  articles  wholly  or  in  parts, 
made  up;  Magna  Gr<Ecia  ware;  manuscripts,  maps  and 
charts,  or  pans  thereof,  plaid  or  colored ;  mattresses;  meal, 
sailed  or  fresh,  not  other  described;  medals  of  any  son; 
palintlio  thaich  manufactures;  parchment;  panridge 
wood,  being  furniture  wood;  pens;  plantains;  potatoes, 
pork'  fresh;  pork,  sailed,  not  hams;  purple  wood,  being 
furniture  wood,  silk,  ibrown,  dyed,  viz,  singles  or  Iram, 
organize  or  crape  silk;  taleacopis;  thread,  not  otherwise 
eiiunieraied  or  described;  woollens,  viz.  manufactures  of 
w-ool,  not  beinggool,  or  of  wool  mixed  v\'ilh  cotton,  nol 
particularly  enumerated  or  described,  not  otherwise  char- 
ged with  duly,  not  being  articles  wholly  or  in  part  made 
up;  vcgeiables,  ail,  not  otherwise  enumerated  or  describ- 
ed; vellum." 

5,  The  duties  imposed  areto  be  ascertained  and  paid 
under  existing  acts. 

6.  This  act  may  be  amended   or  repealed  by  Patlia- 


'I'lie  f  il!owing  is  the  table  ofduiies  to   whii 
"Oing  act  refers;  — 

Agates  or  cornel  ans,  per  ,flOO 

.'Vie  and  beer  per  bbl. 

Almonds,  paste  of,  per  JEIOO 

Amber,  muiiuf.  ofpcri'lOO 

Arrowroot,  the  cwt, 

.■\rrowrooi,  of  and  from  a  British  possession 

Bandstring  twist,  piri'lUO 

of  anif  from  a  Briiish  possession 

Rarlej ,  pcarlid.  thecwt.  0     I    0 

of  and  from  n  liiitish  poasession,  per  owl.  0    0 

B,.si  ropes,  Iwines,  and  sirands,  per  XlOO  10    0 

of  and  Irom  a  Briiish  possession      fi    0 

Bead.i,  viz,— Arango,  coral,  crystal,  jet,  per 

XlOO  10    0 

Others  per  i'lOO  10    0 

Blttckinepcr  X'lOV  10    0 


Brass,  manuf  of,  per  £100 

powder  of,  do. 

Brocade  of  gold  or  silver,  per  £100 
Bronze,  manuf  of  per £100 

powder  per  £100 

Buckwheat  the  qr. 

meal,  ihe  cwt. 

Butter,  the  cwt. 

ot  aud  from  a  Briiish  possession 

Buttons,  metal,  per  £100 
Cameos,  per  .£100 
Candles,    viz: — 

,  Spermaceti,  the  lb, 

,  siearine,  the  lb. 

,  tallow,  the  cwt. 

,  wax,  the  lb. 

Canes,  &c.  per  1001b.  value 
Carriages  per  lOOib.  value 
Casks,  empty,  per  lOOib.  value 
Cassava  Powder,  the  cwt. 

of  and  from  a  Briiish  possession,  the  cwt.  0    0 

Cathngs,  per  £100  value 

Cheese,  the  cwi.  , 

of  and  from  a  Briti.sh  possession,  the  cwt.O     1 

China  or  porcelain  ware,  per  £100 
Cider,  the  tun 

Citron,  preserved  in  salt,  per  £100 
Clocks,  per  £100  value 

Copper  manufactures,  and  copper  plates  engra- 
ved, per  £100  value 
Copper  or  brass  wire,  per  £100  value 
Cotton,  ariieles  of  manufactures  ot  cotton, 

wholly  or  in  part  made  up,  not  otherwise 
charged   wiih  duty,  for  every  £100  value 

of  and  from  a  Biiiish  possession,  lor 

every  SloO  value 
Craj'ons,  per  £li!0  value 
Crystals,  per  £100  value 
Cucumbers,  preserved  in  salt,  per  £100  value 

,  ol^  aud  from  a  British  poss. 

Fish,  cured,  the  cwt. 

Gauze  of  ihread,  per  £100  value 

of  and  from  a  Briiish  poss. 

Hair,  mannfaclures  of  hair.or  goats  wool,  per 

,£100  value 

of  and  Irom  a  Briiish  poss. 

Hams  ofa!l  kinds,  the  cwt. 

of  and  from  a  Briiish  poss.  the  cwt. 

Harp  strings  or  lute  strings,  silvered,  per  £100 
value 

Hals,  or  bonnets,  viz,, 

—,  of  chip,  the  lb. 

— ,  ot  bast,  cane,  or  horse  hair, hats  or  bon- 
nets, each  not  exeeeding  22  inches  in  diame- 
ter, the  dozen 

.  exceeding  22  inches  in  diameter, 

,  straw  hais  or  bonnets,  the  lb. 

Hats,  fell,  hair,  wool,  or  beaver  hats,  each 

,  made  of  silk,  &e. 

Hops,  the  CWI. 

Iron  and  steel,  wrought,  per  £100  value 

Japanned  or  Uckened  ware,  per£100 

Lace,  viz  ,  thread,  per  £100 

— ,  cushions  or  pillow  lace  per  £100  value 

Lead,  manufaciures  of,  per  £100  value 

Leather,  manufactures  of 

— ,  women's  boots,  and  calashes,  perdoz, 

— ,  do  iflined  or  trimmed,  perdoz. 

— ,  with  cork,  or  double  soles,  per  doz,  pairs, 

— .  men's  boots,  per  doz  pairs, 

--men's  shoes,  per  doz.  pairs, 

— ,  boy's  boots  and  shoes,  not  exceeding  seven 
inches  in  length,  two  thirds  oftlie  above 
duties, 

— ,  boots,  fronts,  not  exceeding  nine  inches  in 

height,  per  dozen,  ^    1 

— ,  boot  fronts,  exceeding  "    2 

— ,  cut  into  shapes,  or  any  ariicle  made  of 

leather,  per  £100,  1"    0 

Linen,  or  linen  or  cotton,  viz; — 

,  cambrics  and  lawns,  commonly  called 

French  lawns,  ihe  piece  not  esce:  ding  eight 
yards  in  length,  aud  seven-eigihs  in  breadth 
plain,  Ihe  piece,  "    ^ 

lawns  of  any,  not  French,  per  £100  value,  10     0 

damasks,  the  square  yard  0    0 
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damask  diaper,  0    0  .3 

sails  not  in  actual  use  of  a  Bri  ish  shipper 

.flOO  value  10    0    0 

^nriicles,  manufactures  of  linen,  or  of  linen 

mixed  Willi  cotton  or  wiih  wool,  w  holly  or 
in  part  made  up,  not  particularly  enumer- 
ated or  o'berwise   charged  will  duly,  for 
every  £.00  value, 
M.aize  or  Indian  corn,  ihequaiter 

meal,  the  cwt. 

Musical  insirumenis,  for  every  £100  value 
Mustard  flour,  the  cwt. 

Pu|)Pr,  printed,  painled,  or  stained  paper,  or  pa- 
lmer hangings,  or  flock  paper,  the  square 
yard 
Pencils,  for  £100  value 

of  slaie 

Perfumery,  for  every  .flOO  value  10     0    0 

Perry,  the  Inn  5     5    0 

Pewier,manufactui.sof,  for  every  £100  value  10     0    0 
Planing  ofstraw.ibr  lb,  0     5    0 

Pomatum,  for  evcrv £,100 lb.  value  10    0    0 

Potato  flour,  the  cwt.  0     1     0 

Poisofsionc,  lor  every  £100  value  1"    "    " 

Rice,  Ihe  cwt.        ,  .  .010 
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■^^of  and  from  a  Briiisli  poss.  the  cwt.  0    0 

rough  and  in  husk,  ihe  quarter  0    1 

of  and  from  a  British  possession,  the 

quarter  0    0 

Sago,  the  civl.  0    0 

Sausages  or  puddings  the  lb.  0    0 

Bread  stufls,  tlie  lb.  -  0     5 

Articles  then  of,  not  otherwise  enumcrnled  0    6 

Or,  at  the  option  of  tho  officers  of  the  customs, 

for  ever  jE 1 00  value  1.5    0 

Siik,  gauz'j,  or  crape,  plain,  striped,  figured,  or 

broacaded,  viz: 
Broad  stuffs,  the  lb.  0    9 

Articles  thereof,  not  otherwise  onumcraled,  the 

lb.  0  10 

Or,  at  the  option  of  the  officers  of  the  customs, 

for  every  £100  value  15    0 

Skins,  artic'ps  manufactured,  for  every  £100     10    0 

of  and  from  a  British  possession 

Soap,  hard,  the  cwt. 

of  and  from  a  British  possession,  cwt. 

soft,  the  cwt. 

of  and  from  British  possessions,  cwt. 

Naples,  the  cwt. 

Spa  ware,  for  every  £100  value 
Spirits  or  strong  waters  of  all  sorts,  viz: 

For  every  gallon  of  suuh  spirits 

Starch,  the  cwt. 

of  and  froin  a  British  possession,  tho  cwt. 

from  and   after  the  1st  of  t'ebru.iry,  1819, 

the  cwt 
gum  of,  torrified   or  calcined,  commonly 

called  British  gum,  the  cwt. 

of  and  from  a  Uritish  possessioti.  the  cwt. 

British  gum,  from  and  after  tho  1st  of  February, 

1849,  the  cwt. 
Steel,  manufactures  of,  for  every  £100  value 
Tallow,  the  c>>i.  0 
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-of  and  from  a  British  posscs-sion,  the  cwt.  0  0  1 
Tapioca,  the  cwt.  0    0    6 

Tin,  nianulaciures  of,  forevery  £100  value  10  0  0 
Tob.icco  pipes,  of  clay,  for  eveiy  £100  value  10  0  0 
Tongues,  the  cwt.  0     7    0 

of  and  from  a  British  possession,  the  cwt.    0    2    0 

Turnery,  not  otherwise   described,  for   every 

£100  value  10    0     0 

Twine,  for  every  £100  value  10    0     0 

of  and  from  a  Bfiiish  possession,  for  every 

£100  value  5     0     0 

Varnish,  for  every  £100  value  10    0    0 

Verjuice,  the  tun  4     4     0 

Waters,  for  everv  £100  value  10    0    0 

Washing  balls,  the  cwt.  1     0     0 

Wa.\,  sealing  wax,  for  every  £100  value  10    0    0 

Whipcord,  for  ev.  ry  £100  value  10    0    0 

Wire,  gilt  or  plated,  or  silver,  for  every  £100 

value  10    0    0 

Woollens,  articles  or  manufactures  of  wool  not 
being  goats'  wool,  or  ol  wool  nii.\ed  with  cot-' 
ton,  wholly  or  in  part  made  up,  not  oihervvise 
charged  with  duty,  for  every  £1U0  value        10    0    0 
^^  of  and  from  a  Biitish  possession,  for  every 

£100  value  5     0    0 

Goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  being  either  in 
part  or  wholly  manufactured,  and  not  being 
enumerated  or  described,  notothorwise  charg- 
ed with  duty,  and  nut  prohibited  lobe  import- 
ed into  or  used  in  Great  Bniam  or  Ireland, 
for  every  £100  value  10    0    0 

ESEADSTl'FFS. 

The  *'Acr  to  amend  Ihe  laws  relating  to  the  iiuporta 
TioN  OF  CORN"  contains  S!X  sections  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  the  subsiance; — 

1.  It  is  enacted  ihat  after  the  date  of  the  act,  until  ihe 
Ist  day  of  February,  1849,  liie  duiies  levied  upon  import- 
ed grain  shall  be  those  set  forth  in  tlie  schedule  copied 
below.  On,  or  after  said  1st  Feb.  1819,  the  following  du- 
ties will  be  levied:  — 

Upon  all  wheat,  barley,  bear,  or  bigg,  oals,  rye,  peas, 
and  beans,  for  every  qr.  Is;  and  so  in  proportion  for  a 
less  quantiiy. 

Upon  all  wheat  meal  and  flour,  barley  meal,  oatmeal, 
rye  meal  and  flour,  pea  meal,  and  bean  meal,  fjr  every 
cwt.  43d.  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  less  quantity- 

2  and  3.  The  duties  are  to  be  levied,  collected,  and  ap- 
plied in  accordance  with  existing  acts. 

4.  The  average  prices  are  10  bo  ascertained  at  the 
time  and  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  existing  acts. 

5.  Repeals  former  acts  which  prohibit  the  importation 
of  corn. 

6.  This  act  may  he  amended  by  parliament. 

The  following  is  the  schedule  to  vihich  this  act  re- 
fers:— 

If  imported  from  any  foreign  country,  not  being  a 
British  possession 


283        do        29s        3-s  6d    2  Is         do        223      23  Od 
29s        do        3O3        3s  Od    2-2s  and  upwards        Is  6d 
3O3        do        31s        23  6d 
3l9and  upwards  23  Od 

Barley  meal,  for  every  217i  lbs-  the  duty  to  be  equal  to 
that  payable  on  one  quarter  barley. 

Rye  me;il  and  (lour,  for  every  196  lbs.  ihe  duty  to  be 
equal  to  thai  payable  on  iS'hs  of  a  quarter  bnrloy. 

Pea  meal  and  bean  meal,  fir  every  272  Iba.  the  duty 
to  he  equal  to  that  payable  on  one  quarter  barley. 

Oatmeal,  for  every  LSI'  lbs.  the  duty  to  bo  equal  to 
that  payable  on  one  quarter  barley. 

If  the  produce  of  or  iinjioried  from  any  British  posses- 
sion out  of  Europe. — 

Wheat,  barley,  bear,  or  bigg,  oats,  rye,  peas,  and  beans 
the  duty  shall  be  lor  every  qiiarier  Is. 

Wheat  meal,  barley  meal,  oat  meal,  rye  meal,  pea 
meal,  and  bean  meal,  the  duly  shall  be  for  every  cwt. 
4^d. 

On  and  after  the  Ist  of  Feb.  1319,  the  duties  hereaficr 
named  shall  be  paid,  viz:— 

Upon  all  wheat,  barley,  bear,  or  bigg,  oals,  rye,  pea«, 
and  beans,  for  every  quarter  Is. 

Upon  all  wheat  meal  and  flour,  barley  meal,  oat  meal, 
rj'e  meal,  and  flour,  pea  meal,  and  bean  meal,  for  every 
cwt.  j.  and  so  in  proportioa  for  a  less  quantiiy. 
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REPORT 

FROM  THF.  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  IN  REPLY 
TO  A  RESOI.UTIUK  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Trtasiiry  deparlmenl,  Juhj  22,  1846. 

On  the  3yih  of  June  last,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

"Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  trea.sury  be 
instructed  to  report  to  the  senate,  the  list  of  manu- 
factured articles,  upon  which  the  sum  of  fifty-four 
millions  of  dollars  are  annually  paid  to  the  protect- 
ed classes,  by  enhancing  the  price  of  domestic  ar- 
ticles, and  the  amount  so  paid  upon  each  article,  if 
he  possesses  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  same." 

The  following  statement  upon  this  subject  is  con- 
tained in  my  report  to  congress  of  the  3d  of  Decem- 
ber last: 

".M  least  two  thirds  of  the  taxes  imposed  by  the 
present  tat  iff  are  paid,  not  into  the  treasury,  but  to 
the  protected  classes.  The  revenue  from  imports 
last  year  e.vceeded  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars. 
This,  in  itself,  is  a  heavy  tax;  but  the  whole  tax 
imposed  upon  the  people  by  the  present  tarifl'  is  not 
less  than  eighty-one  millions  of  dollars— of  which 
twenty-seven  millions  are  paid  to  the  government 
upon  the  imports  and  fiUyfour  millions  to  the  pro- 
tected classes,  in  enhanced  prices  of  similar  domes- 
tic articles. 

"This  estimate  is  based  upon  the  position  that 
the  duly  is  added  to  the  price  of  the  import,  and 
also  of  its  domestic  rival.  If  the  import  is  en- 
hanced in  price  by  the  duty,  so  must  be  the  domes- 
tic rival;  for,  being  like  articles,  their  price  must  bo 
the  same  in  the  same  market.  The  merchant  ad- 
vances in  cash  the  duty  on  the  import,  and  adds  the 
duty,  with  a  profit  upon  it,  and  other  charges,  to  the 
price — which  must  therefore  be  enhanced  to  that 
extent,  unless  the  foreign  producer  had  first  deduct- 
ed the  duty  from  the  price.  But  this  is  impossible; 
lor  such  now  is,  and  long  has  been,  the  superabun 
dance  of  capiial  and  active  competition  in  Europe, 
that  a  profit  of  six  per  cent,  in  any  business  is  suffi 
cient  to  produce  large  investments  of  money  in  that 
business;  and  if,  by  our  tariff,  a  duty  of  forty  per 
cent,  be  exacted  on  the  products  of  such  business, 
and  the  foreign  producer  deducts  that  duly  from  his 
previous  price,  he  must  sustain  3  heavy  loss, — 
This  loss  would  also  soon  extend  beyond  the  sales 
for  our  consumption  to  sales  to  our  merchants  of 
arlicles  to  be  re-exported  by  them  from  our  ports 
with  a  drawback  of  the  duly,  which  would  bring 
down  their  price  throughout  tho  markets  of  the 
world.  But  this  the  foreign  producer  cannot  af- 
loid.  The  duly,  therefore,  must  be  added  to  the 
price,  and  paid  by  the  consumer — the  duty  constitut- 
ing as  much  a  part  of  the  price  as  the  cost  of  pro 
duction. 

"If  it  be  true  that,  when  a  duty  of  forty  per  cent, 
is  impos-d  by  our  tariff,  the  foreign  producer  first 
deducts  the  duly  from  the  previous  price  on  the  sale 
to  our  raerchaiil,  it  must  be  equally  true  with  a  duty 
of  one  hundred  per  cent.,  which  is  exactly  equal  to 
the  previouj  price,  and,  when  deducted,  would  re- 
duce the  price  to  nothing. 

"The  occasional  fall  in  price  of  some  arlicles  after 
a  tariff,  is  no  proof  that  this  was  the  effect  of  the 
tariff;  because,  .''rom  improved  machinery,  dimin- 
ished prices  of  the  raw  materia!,  or  other  causes, 
prices  may  fall  even  after  a  tariff,  but  they  would  1 
in  such  cases  have  fallen  much  more  but  for  the 
tariff.  The  truest  comparison  is  between  the  pre-  j 
sent  price  of  Ihe  '•ame  arlicle  at  home  and  abroad;  ' 


and  to  tho  extent  that  tho  price  is  lower  in  the  fo- 
reign  market  than  in  our  own,  tho  duty,  if  equal  to 
that   difference,    must   to    that    extent    enhance  the 

pri.  e,  and  in  the  same  ratio    with   the  lower  duly. 

The  difference  in  price  at  home  or  abroad  is  general- 
ly alioul  equal  to  tho  difference  in  the  cost  of  produc 
tion,  and  presents,  in  a  series  of  years,  the  surest 
measure  of  the  effect  of  tho  duty— the  enhancement 
in  price  being  equal  to  that  difference  if  tho  duty  be 
higher  than  that  difference  or  equal  to  il;  or  if  the 
duly  bo  lower,  then  Ihe  enhancement  is  equal  to  the 
duty;  and  if  the  article  is  produced,  like  cotton,  more 

cheaply  here  than  abroad,  the  duty  is  inoperative 

The  great  argument  for  the  tariff  is,  that,  foreign 
labor  being  cheaper  than  our  own,  the  cost  of  foreign 
productions,  it  is  said,  is  lessened  to  that  extent;  and 
that  we  must  make  up  this  difference  by  an  equiva- 
lent duty,  and  a  corresponding  enliancenient  of  price 
in  our  own  market,  both  of  the  foreign  articles  and 
of  ils  rival  domestic  product — thus  rendering  the 
duly  a  tax  on  all  consumers,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
protected  classes." 

The  estimate  of  fifty-four  millions  was  based  on 
the  very  imperfect  returns  of  protected  arlicles  in  the 
census  of  1840,  and  therefore  this  sum  was  given  aa 
a  minimum,  and  not  as  a  full  and  complete  state- 
ment of  the  actual  amount. 

In  purMiancc  of  the  call  of  the  senate,  11. is  depart- 
ment has  proceeded  to  ascertain  the  tax  paid  on  each 
of  the  protected  arlicles,  as  far  as  this  inlurmation 
could  be  obtained  in  the  short  period  within  which 
it  was  necessary  to  submit  this  report. 

The  table  marked  A,  hereto  annexed,  contains  a 
slatemenl  of  most  of  the  principle  articles  protected 
by  the  tariff  of  1342. 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  upon  these  articles  alone 
the  tax  paid  by  the  people  of  the  United  .States,  in 
enhanced  prices  of  the  domestic  articles  similar  to 
those  on  which  the  present  duties  are  imposed  is 
$75,784,40,''.. 

This  table  only  embraces  the  following  sixteen 
arlicles — namely:  iron  and  the  manufictures  thereof- 
the  manufactures  of  tobacco,  cotton,  wool,  and  lea-' 
ther;  coal,  salt,  sugar,  molasses,  glass,  paper,  cord- 
age, cotton  bagging,  hats  and  caps,  straw  lials,  bon- 
nets, and  braid,  and  earthenware. 

The  total  amount  of  these  atticles  produced  in  the 
United  Slates,  by  Ihe  table,  is  §331,193,859;  upon 
which,  if  the  enhanced  price  be  equal  to  the  duty 
the  tax  on  these  articles  upon  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  imposed  by  Ihe  tarift"  would  be  $119,770- 
593.  It  was  never  assumed  by  this  department',  that 
the  las  was  equal  to  the  duty;  but,  on  the  contrary 
that  the  true  measure  of  the  tax,  was  the  difference 
arising  from  Ihe  duly,  between  the  price  of  the  fo- 
reign and  domestic  arlicle  in  our  own  market,  upon 
the  principle  contained  in  the  extract  as  quoted  from 
my  annual  report. 

On  reference  to  table  A,  it  ivould  appear,  (hat  in 
no  instance  is  the  enhancement  of  price  equal  10  Ihe 
duly.  The  case  of  cotton  bagging  is  not  an  excep- 
tion, the  comparison  being  made  wilh  gunny  cloth, 
which,  but  for  the  duly,  would  be  largely  used  as  a 
substitute  for  the  article  generally  designalcd  as  col- 
ton  bagging. 

The  gross  revenue  raised  by  the  duties  on  these 
articles  in  1845  was  $18,336,452;  and,  deducting  the 
expenses  of  collection,  (he  nell  revenue  was  j}17,- 
032,289;  and  the  total  tax,  both  on  (he  imports  and 
domesdc  ardcles,  in  order  to  bring  this  last  men- 
tioned  sum    into   the   treasury,  was  f)94,120,857. 

Thus  (0  bring  a  nell  revenue  of  1517, 03.', 289  into 
(he  (reasury,  (here  was  imposed  oy  (he  lardf  of 
1842  a  (ax  of  :j94, 120,857  upon  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  of  which  §13  336,45:i  was  gross  re- 
venue, and  the  remainder,  §75,734,405,  constituted 
the  enhanced  price  of  these  protected  do.nestic  ar- 
licles. 

The  actual  amount  of  iron  and  all  its  manufac- 
tures produced  in  the  United  States  in  1845,  is  based 
for  Pennsylvania  upon  the  report  of  the  iron  and  coal 
association  of  that  state,  adding  for  the  rest  of  (he 
Union  an  estimated  proportionate  increase  of  one- 
third  the  increase  in  Pennsylvania  from  1840,  under 
the  census,  to  1845. 

The  lable  for  iron  and  ils  manufac(ures,  hereto 
annexed  is  marked,  No.  1,  and  shows  a  total  pro- 
duct in  the  United  Stales,  in  1845,  of  gll8,295,- 
75G. 

The  table  for  coal,  marked  No.  2,  obtained  in  the 
same  manner,  exhibits  a  total  of  §15,216,807. 

The  lable  of  manulactures  of  cotton,  marked  No. 
3,  is  conipileJ  by  taking  the  amount  returned  offi- 
cially in  each  of  the  slates  of  Massachusetts,  New 
York,  and  Connecticut  in  1845,  and  allo.iiiig  a  pro- 
portionate increase  in  the  remaining  states  since  the 
census  of  1840;  the  total  is  §.55,157,048. 

The  table  for  woollen.^  marked  i\'o.  4,  is  com. 
piled  on  the  same  data  as  No.  3,  and  cshibils  a  total 
of  §33,780,703. 
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The  table  for  salt  No.  5,  exhibiting  a  tola!  of  I  the  soil,  climate,  or  seasons,  or  reverse  all  existing 
43  'SRfi  '542  is  comniled  from  the  census  returns  of  circumstances,  so  as  to  equalize  the  cost  of  proiiuc- 
1840,  with 'on  actual  return  for  the  state  of  N.  York  j  ing  all  articles  in  all  countries.^^  ^°?PlV'_"':"':l''!w';' 
for  1844,  and  assuming  a  similar  rate  of  increase  for 


the  rest  of  the  Union. 

Table  No.  fi,  for  sugar  and  molasses,  exhibiting  a 
total  for  su:;ar  of  $11,119,392,  and  of  molasses  JJ2,- 
G13,248,  is  compiled  from  actual  returns  for  the 
crop  of  Louisiana  for  1845,  and  assuming  an  in- 
crease  in    the   rest   of  the   Union,  not   in  the  ratio 


fore,  cannot  produce  this  result,  and  even  if  it  ulti- 
mately could,  the  syslen  of  taxation  is  going  on 
and  one  generation  is  being  subjected  to  heavy  bur- 
dens, in  the  hope  that  another  or  still  more  remote 
generation,  at  some  distant  period  of  year=  or  cen- 
turies, may  be  enabled  to  get  the  domestic  article  at 
the  same  price  as  if  there  were  no  duties.     But  this 


of  Louisiana,  but  only  correspondent   to  population    theory  seems  to  overlook  the  fact    that  compeliti;in, 
upon  the  census  of  1840.    Cotton  bagging  is  fomidcd  j  and  a  struggle  [o^  ^he  u-ade ^of  ^the  ^  world^are£>mg 


n  all  other  countries,  and  that  this  very  compe 
tition,  striving  to  overcome  protective  duties,  is  pro- 
ducing, perhaps,  nearly  the  same  rate  of  reduction 
abroad  as  the  domestic  competition  at  home,  leaving 
the  difference  just  as  great  as  when  the  process 
commenced.  But  in  the  mean  time  the  system  of 
duties  has  been  going  on — taxing  one  class  for  the 
benefit  of  another,  and  greatly  reducing  the  entire 
mass  of  the  national  wealth,  by  having  driven  so 
large  an  amount  of  capital  from  its  natural  channels 
into  artificial  pursuits,  for  which  the  country  was 
either  not  prepared,  or  its  soil  and  climate  unsuited 


upon  the  amount  required  for  tl'.e  crop  in  1845,  de 
ducting  foreign  importations.  All  the  other  amounts 
— namely,  glass  and  glass  ware,  paper,  cordage,  hats 
and  caps,  straw  hats,  bonnets,  and  braid,  earthen- 
ware, boots  and  shoes,  and  other  manufactures  of 
leather,  and  manufactures  of  tobacco,  are  all  ob- 
tained in  the  following  manner— namely:  by  taking 
the  actual  returns  as  above  stated  for  1840,  and 
allowing  a  correspondent  increaso  according  to  the 
census  of  1810.  The  duty  on  all  these  articles  is 
taken  from  the  tarlll'  of  1S42,  the   equivalent  ad  va- 

lorem    from    the   actual   payments   of  dulies  to  the  ,  ...  r  , 

collectors  as  published  in  the  treasury  report.     The  j  The    true    measure   of  the   progress    of  a   nations 
imoorts  and  gross  revenue  are  obtained  in  the  same    wealth  is   the   progressive   profit  of  all  its  industry; 

and  the  aggregate  of  this  profit  must  be  reduced 
by  restricting  its  commerce,  reducing  its  exports, 
forcing  its  capital  by  legislation  into  other.vise  un- 
productive pursuits,  thus  taxing  one  portion  of  the 
people  for  the  benefit  of  another,  being  a  mere 
legislative  transfer  of  money  from  one  class  to 
another,  and  not  a  creation  of  wealth  or  addition 
toil. 

As  illustrative  of  the  diBerences  between  free 
trade  and  high  duties,  it  is  proved,  that,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  tariff,  agricultural  products  are  dearer 


impo „ 

manner;  and  so,  also,  the  table  of  the  enhancement 
of  prices,  measured  by  the  rate  of  duty,  founded  pre- 
cisely upon  the  same  data,  as  a  proportion  of  the  ac- 
tual per  centage  of  the  imports.  The  actual  addi- 
tion to  the  price  is  based  upon  prices  current  and 
sales,  and  upon  the  actual  difference  in  price  of  the 
foreign  and  domestic  articles  in  our  own  market 
arising  from  the  tariff.  This  is  founded  upon  actual 
sales,  at  home  and  abroad,  a  comparison  of  the  fo- 
reign and  domestic  prices  current,  including  the 
charges  and  transportation  of  articles,  together  with 

numerous  invoices  based  upon  actual  importations,  jp  Oregon  than  with  us,  whilst  a  vast  number  of  ar 
and  sales,  and  furnished  heretofore  by  merchants  of]  tides  that  have  performed  the  circuit  of  the  globe, 
the  highest  character.    Wherever  any  difference  was  j  around  the  Cape  of  Good   Hope  or  Cape  Horn,  not- 


presented  in  comparing  these  data,  the  lowest  sum 
has  invariably  been  taken,  so  as  to  leave,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  department,  the  sum  at  least  as  staled 
$75,784,405,  as  the  amount  upon  the  sixteen  enume- 
rated articles  in  the  table  A  actually  paid  in  enhanc- 
ed prices  to  the  protected  classes.  These  are  the 
results,  based  not  upon  theory,  but  upon  the  fact  of 
the  actual  difference  in  price,  of  our  own  and  of 
similar  foreign  articles,  taking  the  actual  difference 
of  price,  and  of  sales,  adding  to  the  price  of  the  fo- 
reign article  all   charges,  including   freight,  &c.,  so 


withstanding  the  heavy  freight,  are  much  lower 
there  than  with  us.  Thus,  in  a  very  late  history  of 
Oregon,  by  George  Wilkes,  it  is  slated  that  "wool- 
len goods  and  reaJy  made  clothing,  being  introduc- 
ed here  without  duty,  (as  it  is  oonsidcred  an  English 
port,)  are  greatly  cheaper  than  with  us."  "A  very 
good  strong  quality  of  blue  broadcloth,  six-quarters 
wide,  can  be  liad  for§l  25  per  yard."  "All  articles 
of  cutlery  are  also  cheap  for  the  same  reason,  as  the 
above."     "Chains,  tools,  and    farming    implements 

._.^.. =    .  -         -.  .  are  very  reasonable."     Such  is  the  present  condition 

as  to  exhibit  the  sales  here  of  such  foreign  articles  1  gf  things  in  Oregon;  and  it  would  be  a  fact,  worthy 
as  if  there  were  no  duly.  Such  are  the  facts; :  ^f  consideralion,  to  note  the  difference  of  price  and 
but  the  theory  is  advanced,  that,  by  the  domestic,  its  extent,  in  regard  to  protected  articles,  if  Ihe  tariff 
competition  created  by  high  duties,  the  prices  of  our  \  „[  jgia  shall  be  extended  to  that  interesting  portion 
own  articles  are  ultimately  brought  down  to  that  of  i  of  our  common  country.  It  is  easy,  hov/ever,to  fore- 
the  foreign.  Now,  no  article  can  be  permanently  tell,  that  on  nearly  all  our  protected  articles,  there 
produced,  so  as  to  be  sold  in  any  country  for  any  I  would  be  a  rise  in  the  price  nearly  equal  to  the  du- 
lenglh  of  time,  below  the  actual  cost  of  the  produc-  |  (ies;  thus  c^ablishing  by  an  example  in  point,  and 
lion  of  such  article  in  that  country.  Thus,  if  we  ;  ^y  actual  results,  Ihe  enhancement  in  price  occasion- 
lake   Ihe   case   of  sugar   produced  from    the   cane,  '  ^j  by  such  duties. 

which  is  a  tropical  plant,  the  coat  of  producing  it  in  j  \Ve  have  seen  by  table  A  that  the  articles  therein 
a  climate  where  there  is  at  least   some   winter   and  :  enumerated  amount  in  value   to  $:J31, 198,859,  pro- 


frost,  situate  nearly  seven  degrees  north  of  the  fro 
pic,  season  and  the  laws  of  nature  forbid  that 
any  duty,  however  high,  or  any  competition,  how- 
ever great,  can  bring  down  the  cost  of  production 
to  the  cost  of  producing  the  same  article  in  a  tropi- 
cal climate.  Thus,  ever  since  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana,  sugar  has  been  subjected  to  a  duty  near- 
ly always  equal,  and  for  many  years  higher,  than 
the  present  rate;  and  the  relative  difference  be- 
tween the  price  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  article, 
and  of  the  cost  of  production,  is  nearly  as  great  as  it 
was  when  the  high  duly  commenced  half  a  century 
since. 

The  citizens  of  Key  West  now  purchases  our  own 
or  foreign  sugar  there  at  a  price  of  nearly  5  cents  a 
pound.  In  six  hours  he  reaches  Havana,  and  there 
purchases  a  similar  article  at  nearly  one  half  the 
price;  and  nothing  but  the  duly  can  occasion  the  dif- 
ference of  price. 

An  American  citizen  crosses  the  river  from  De- 
troit to  Canada,  and  purchases  there,  separated  only 
by  a  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  American 
shore,  similar  articles  at  one  quarter  less  than  the 
price  at  Detroit.  Nothing  but  the  duties  can  occa 
Bion  Ibis  difference,  otherwise  the  price  would  be  the 
tame  at  both  places. 

We  have  had  a  protective  and  quasi  protective 
tariff  from  1789  to  the  present  period,  with  a  short 
interval  of  a  few  years;  and  yet  this  alleged  domes- 
tic competition,  occasioned  by  protective  duties,  is 
nearly  as  far  removed  from  reducing  the  price  of 
the  great  mass  of  tlio  protected  articles  to  Ihe  fo- 
reign price,  as  it  was  when  the  system  commenced. 
The  truth  is  that,  from  a  great  variety  of  causes, 
natural  and  artificial,  the  cost  of  production  varies 
from  one  to  many  thousand  per  cent,  in  dillerent 
countries,  and  no  legislative  enactment   can   ehainre 


ducing  a  nett  revenue  of  $17,032,289,  and  an  ag- 
gregate taxation  of  §94,120,857.  From  this  amount 
of  1^331,198,859,  is  to  be  deducted  a  very  small  per 
centage  for  exports  of  these  protected  ilomeslic  ar- 
ticles- Something  is  also  to  be  deducted  for  raw  ma- 
terial, &c.  There  is  to  be  added,  however,  a  vast 
amount  in  value  of  other  protected  articles,  not  de- 
signated in  table  A,  because  it  was  impossible  to 
classify  them  in  the  short  time  within  which  it  is 
necessary  to  answer  the  call  of  the  senate,  a.ad  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  taxes  upon  them.  A  refe- 
rence, however,  to  table  B,  from  statement  of  the 
register  of  the  treasury  for  1845,  compared  with 
table  A,  will  exhibit  a  great  variety  of  additional 
protected  articles,  together  with  the  imports  of  such 
articles  and  Ihe  dulies. 

Table  C  is  a  list  of  additional  articles  of  import 
into  New  York,  furnished  for  the  second  quarter  of 
the  last  fiscal  year  by  the  collector,  together  with 
the  rate  of  duties  paid  on  the  same,  always  tiereto- 
fore  returned  as  unenumerated,  several  of  which, 
also,  are  proteeled  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  and 
would  still  furllier  swell  the  amount. 

Hereto  is  added  a  table  marked  D,  of  domestic 
products,  from  Tucker's  Progress  of  the  United 
Stales,  compiled  from  the  census  of  1840,  present- 
ing an  aggregate  result  of  annual  products  for  that 
year  of  8,1.003,134,736-  Of  this  amount,  there  is 
$239,8311,224  lor  manufactures,  neatly  all  of  which 
IS  protected;  there  is  §42,353,761  for  mining,  nearly 
all  protected;  there  is  §10,835,000  for  the  forest,  ;i 
small  portion  of  which  is  protected;  there  is  §11,- 
990,008  for  the  fisheries,  a  small  portion  of  which  is 
protected;  §054,387,597  for  agriculture,  a  very  in- 
considerable portion  of  which  (including  sugar, 
wool,  hemp,  &c.,)  is  also  prolectcd,  and  §79,721,081) 
for  commerce,     ll  is  clear  from  a  reference  to  these 


that  at  least  270,000,000  of  the  above  products  are 
protected,  leaving  nearly  800,000,000  of  the  amount 
(chiefly  argricultural  products)  unprotected.  Now 
it  has  been  clearly  proved  that,  under  the  census  of 
1340.  the  returns  of  the  various  products  of  the 
United  States  are  very  imperfectly  given — first,  be- 
cause, the  requisite  number  of  questions  were  not 
propounded;  second,  because  answers  were  often  re- 
fused to  these  questions  from  a  fear  of  direct  taxa- 
tion, and  other  causes;  and  third,  from  want  of  ac- 
curate knowledge,  or  inadvertence  in  many  of  those 
collecting  the  information.  From  all  these  causes, 
as  well  as  from  many  known  facts,  the  total  amount 
of  our  products  has  been  estimated  by  practical 
men,  as  well  as  by  distinguished  statesmen,  at  not 
less  at  the  present  period  than  §2,000,000,000, 
being  nearly  double  the  amount  shown  by  the 
census  of  1840,  and  much  larger  than  would  be  the 
mere  result  of  the  progress  of  products,  although 
thev  accumulate  more  speedily  than  population. — 
That  this  amount  does  exceed  §2,000,000,000  is  be- 
lieved to  be  rendered  nearly  certain  by  the  follow- 
ing facts.  There  was  compiled  by  the  authority  of 
the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  statistics  of  the 
condition  and  products  of  the  several  branches  of 
industry  of  that  state,  for  the  year  ending  April  Ist, 
1845.  By  the  census  of  1840,  there  was  a  product 
of  Massachusetts  of  §75,470,297,  which,  according 
to  Ihe  returns  of  1845,  had  been  increased,  to  §117,- 
042,048.  That  this  aaiount,  large  as  it  is,  is  very 
far  below  the  actual  result,  is  distinclly  announced 
in  the  publication  of  the  work,  by  Ihe  secretary  of 
state  ofMassachusetts.  Taking,  however,  the  amount 
returned,  and  estimating  the  present  population  of 
the  Union  at  twenty-one  millions  of  people,  and  of 
Massachusetts,  in  1345,  811,470,  it  would  make  in 
the  United  States  an  aggregate  product  of  §3,028,- 
830.000,  as  shown  in  table  (E)  hereto  annexed. — 
Now  whilst  manufactures  have  not  increased  so 
speedily  in  other  slates  as  in  Massachusetts,  yet  po- 
pulation and  agricultural  products  have  augmented 
ill  a  much  larger  ratio  in  many  states  and  territories; 
Massachusetts  in  that  respect  being  far  below  the 
medium  increase. 

The  official  table  of  the  statistics  of  Massachusetts 
for  1845  IS  given,  (marked  F.)  A  similar  oUicial 
statistical  return  of  Connecticut  for  the  year  end- 
ing October  1st,  1845,  is  hereto  annexed,  (marked 
table  G.) 

In  any  view  of  the  ease,  the  totality  of  the  annu- 
al products  of  the  United  Slates,  at  this  time,  can- 
not be  less  than  two  thousand  millions  of  dollars, 
and  the  protected  articles  five  hundred  millions, 
upon  which  Ihe  people  are  compelled  to  pay  a  tax 
of  §142,091,155,  if  the  rate  be  the  same  on  the 
five  hundred  millions,  comparing  the  total  tax  of 
§94,120,857,  with  the  amount  of  §331,198,859,  be- 
ing the  value  of  protected  articles,  enumerated  in 
table  A. 

Table  H  is  hereto  annexed,  being  a  statement  of 
the  protected  and  unprotecled  products  by  the  cen- 
sus for  Massachusetts,  Mississippi,  Ohio,  N.  York, 
and  North  and  South  Carolina.  Such  a  table  for 
all  the  states  would  be  interesting;  but  in  the  brief 
period  allowed,  there  is  not  time  to  communicate 
the  resulls  for  each  of  the  slates  separately.  Suffi- 
cient examination,  however,  has  been  made  by  this 
department  to  ascertain  the  fact,  that,  neither  under 
the  census  of  1840  or  1845,  do  the  protected  exceed 
the  unprotected  products,  in  any  of  the  stales  or  ter- 
ritories, except  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Connecticut.  Comparing  Massachusetts  in  1845, 
with  .Mississippi  in  1840,  and  several  other  states, 
there  is  exhibited  the  following  result; 
Protected  ar- 


Massachusetts 
Mississippi 
Ohio 

New  York 
South  Carolina 
North  Carolina 


1845 
1840 
1840 
1840 
1.940 
1840 


tides. 
§85,855,040 
083.281 
12,485,704 


Unprotect- 
ed. 
23,023,397 
29  056,057 
51,420,974 


45,184  569     148.021,864 

914,218      26,259,318 

2,747,135      29,075,062 


In  further  confirmation  of  the  estimate  of  the  lax 
arising  from  the  enhanced  price  of  protected  articles, 
a  table  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  I,  compiled  from 
house  doe.  No.  73,  23th  congress,  2d  sess.,  being 
a  communication  from  the  secretary  of  state  to  con- 
gress, of  the  relurns  from  our  consuls  abroad  of  fo- 
reign prices  current,  and  exhibit  on  many  protected 
articles  a  vast  difference  between  the  price,  foreign 
and  domestic. 

Table  Iv  is  compiled  from  a  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  of  congress,  being  house 
doc.  No.  300  of  the  Ist  session  of  the  28lh  congress, 
containing  the  rates  from  actual  importations  under 
the  tarifl'of  1842,  of  the  amount  of  various  minimum 
and  specific  dulies,  published  by  congress,  and  com- 
municated by  Ihe  commillee,  "upon  the  authority 
of  known  and  rcspeclabic  merchants  and  importers 
in  several  of  the  large  commercial  cities,"  to  which 
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are  appended  several  prices  current,  and  slate- 
ments  of  duties  under  the  tariff  of  1842  on  the  same 
authority. 

There  are  also  annexed  imporlant  tables,  and 
prices  current,  in  llie  report  to  this  dispartinenl  of 
the  chamber  of  commerce  of  Charleston,  South  Ca- 
rolina, in  November  last,  very  full  extracts  from 
which  are  appended,  marked  L.  Several  other 
prices  current  and  tables  are  also  annexed,  marked 
M,  N,  O,  P,  Q,  K,  S,  T. 

These  facts,  tables,  and  prices  current,  with  the 
statistical  statements  and  official  returns,  furnish,  it 
is  believed,  satisfactory  evidence  that  this  depart- 
ment is  sustained  in  estimating  the  lax  imposed 
upon  the  American  people,  at  a  sum  at  least  as  large 
as  above  stated.  So  vast  an  amount  of  tax,  when 
collected,  even  for  the  use  of  tlie  government,  and 
expended  among  them  for  public  purposes,  would 
be  sufficienly  grievous;  but  the  effect  is  far  more 
ruinous  and  oppressive  upon  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  who  p.iy  this  vast  sum,  not  into  the  treasury, 
nor  to  the  government,  lor  public  purposes,  but  to 
the  protected  classes  in  enhanced  prices  of  their 
products. 

In  assuming,  in  table  A.  |J94, 120,857  as  the  total 
tax  from  gross  revenue  and  enhanced  prices,  no  es- 
timate has  been  made  of  the  additional  tax  imposed 
upon  three-fourths  of  the  American  people,  consti- 
tuting the  unprotected  class,  who  raise  three  fourths 
of  the  annual  products,  by  the  diminished  price  of 
their  productions  from  the  prohibition  or  restriction 
of  their  exchange  in  foreign  markets.  The  truth  is, 
that  the  enhancement  in  price  of  the  protected  arti 
cles  is  about  equal  to  the  diminished  price  of  the  un 
protected.  Wealth  may  be  transferred,  but  not  cre- 
ated, by  legislation.  It  is  labor  only  that  creates  all 
wealth;  and  the  opeialion  with  the  tariff  adds  nothing 
to  the  aggregate  wealth  of  the  country,  because  it 
does  not  increase  labor.  It  only  transfers  its  profits 
from  one  class  to  another,  and  the  enhancement  in 
price  on  the  one  hand  is  met  by  correspondent  re- 
duction on  the  other.  Like  action  and  reaction,  or 
the  meeting  of  equal  forces  in  mechanics,  the  re- 
sults are  neutralized,  and  the  aggregate  price  is  left 
unchanged.  This  is  not  only  founded  upon  the  best 
settled  principles  of  political  economy  and  of  sound 
reasoning,  but  is  confirmed  by  experience  through- 
out the  world.  The  evidence  attached  to  the  trea- 
sury report  clearly  establishes,  by  numerous  wit- 
nesses, the  following  positions: 

1st.  That  the  profits  of  agriculture  unprotected 
are  less  than  one-half  the  average  profits  of  manu- 
factures. 

2d.  That  the  price  of  agricultural  products,  and 
the  profits  of  agriculture,  have  fallen  very  much 
since  the  larifl'  of  1642,  compared  with  the  profits 
and  prices  of  manufactures. 

3d.  That  the  profits  of  njanufactures  have  greatly 
augmented  since  the  tariff  of  1842;  whilst  the  price 
of  labor  may  have  appeared  to  augment  in  particu- 
lar places,  it  has  fallen  in  others,  and  the  result  could 
not  be  otherwise;  for  if  the  profits  of  three-lourths 
of  the  people  raising  the  unprotected  articles  are 
reduced  by  the  tarifl  by  an  extent  equal  in  the  ag- 
gregate to  the  augmentation  of  prices  and  profits  ac- 
cruing to  the  protected  class,  the  result  throughout 
the  Union,  so  lar  as  the  price  of  labor  is  concerned, 
depending  upon  its  profits,  would  at  least  be 
equalized,  it,  indeed,  it  weie  not  reduced  by  the 
fact  that  three-fourths  of  the  products  of  American 
labor  is  unprotected,  as  well  as  three-fourths  of 
the  people  by  whom  the  unprotected  articles  are 
produced. 

Assuming  these  positions,  the  tax  on  the  unpro- 
tected class,  and  the  corresponding  benefits  to  those 
which  are  protected,  woulJ  Oe  still  further  augment- 
ed.  But  it  is  not  deemed  proper  to  discuss  that  topic 
in  this  report,  but  to  limit  the  inquiry  to  the  enhance- 
ment of  prices,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
senate. 

The  estimate  of  this  enhancement  of  prices  is 
based  upon  all  the  data  within  the  power  of  the  de- 
partment at  this  period.  It  is  a  most  interesting  and 
comprehensive  inquiry,  and  would  require,  for  its 
complete  elucidation,  much  time  and  more  full  and 
accurate  statistical  details  than  any  which  are  now 
to  be  obtained. 

By  unremitting  labor,  since  the  16th  of  July  last, 
(the  date  of  my  last  report  to  the  senate,)  this  an- 
swer has  been  prepared,  and  is  submitted  to  its  in- 
dulgent consideration  with  a  full  conviction  that 
every  proper  allowance  will  be  made  foi  all  its  im- 
perfections, arising  from  the  short  period  within 
which  it  was  necessary  to  present  the  result. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
To  Hon.  George  M.  Dallas, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 

and  president  of  the  senate. 
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CHRONICLE. 


Business  CiRCLES—The  passage  oflhe  New  Tariff 
,;l  has  lia.]  n..  greai  effect  as  yet  upo.-i  prices,  of  eiil.e; 


nroauois  ku,.u,  ..  =.■..■•-.■  1  he  effect  so  far  has  been  a 
?  nd  of  paralvsis-asuspensioi,  of  operations.  No  one 
veniiirinirto  make  a  move  beyond  the  mere  business  of 
a  day,  u"n.il  he  can  see  how  things  unll  turn  out  under 
Th^  new  rei"n.  This  conchision,  added  to  the  ufjal 
(luilness  of  n°idsummer  will  make  a  light  business  for 
some  weeks. 

The  minister  from  Chili.  Se nor  CarrelZo,  arrived  at 
the  port  ol  Baltimore  on  the  ^5ih  ult.in  llie  Horiensia, 
from  Valparaiso.  His  lady,  Mrs.  Carvello.  is  a  native  of 
Baltimore,  and  daughter  ol  .lamos  H  Causien,  esq.  for 
xnerly  of  that  city,  now  of  the  ciiy  of  Washington,  and 
visits  her  friends  and  family  for  the  first  time  since  soon 
afierher  marriage. 

The  Princeton,  U.  S.  Stejimee,  which  has  been  ex- 
ceedingly useful  in  mainiainins  the  blocliade  of  Vera 
Cruz,  performing  what  no  other  vessel  in  ilie  "avy  was 
as  capable  of  doin?,  has  suddenly  been  detached  by 
Commodore  Conner,  in  order  to  bring  despatched,  with 
which  =he  arrived  at  Pensacola,  on  ihe  20di.  in  nve  flays 
from  Vera  Cruz.  The  despatches  are  said  to  be  from 
our  Pacific  squadron.  Of  their  purport  nothing  nas 
transpired. 

PosTAtJE  and  the  Foreigh  Steamers.  The  Phila- 
delphia Inquirer  states  that  the  amount  of  business  let- 
ters now  iransmitted  to  Europe  annually  by  the  steam- 
ships plyinsr  between  Boston  and  Liverpool,  is  about 
600  000  The  Slim  paid  bv  tlie  Briiiph  tjovernment  to 
ihe'Cunard  line  for  mail  servico,  is  S450.000  per  anniim 
and  yet  Ihe  proceeds  of  poslage  are  sufhcient  to  reim 
burse  the  Government  for  this  large  outlay.  The  rale  ol 
poslage  is  one  shilling  to  Liver|)Ool,  and  42J  cents  lo  the 
coniinent  of  Europe. 

Mormon  trooeles.  From  an  extract  of  the  Hancock, 
(111 )  Eagle  we  learn  ihat  Nauvoo  is  once  more  the 
theatre  ol  great  excitement.  A  h'ldy  ot  about  eighiy 
persons,  mounted  and  armed,  left  ihere  for  the  purpose 
of  pursuing  some  desperadoes,  who,  it  is  said,  had  seve- 
rely beaten  a  small  body  of  Mormons  and  new  ciiizcns, 
whilst  engaged  in  harvesting,  in  a  held  a  short  disiancp 
from  the  ciiy;  five  or  six  ol  them  were  arrested  ana  lodg- 
ed in  jail.  The  harvesters  are  snid  to  have  been  most 
cniidly  used,  almost  flnyed  alive  wiih  hickory  goads,  nnd 
then  thrown  into  a  eliich  and  covered  with  brush  and 
dirt;  tliis  ouirage  has  terribly  inflamed. the  citizens  of 
Nauvoo. 

The  Nacmiieac;  Cotton  Company  have  erected,  at 
Salein  Mass.,  an  edifice  which  conlains  twelve  thou- 
Eiind  panes  of  glass,  two  millions  two  hundred  thousand 
bricks,  and  has" four  halls  capable  of  holumg  twelve  thou- 
sand persona  each- 

TARIFF. 
Co.NGREss.— The  probability  is  that  this  day  the  Suh- 
Treisiiry  bi'l  will  finally  pass  the  senate,  and  that  the 
Warehouse  bill  will  this  day  finally  pass  the  house  of 
representanves.  These  two  measures,  added  to, that  ol 
the  repeal  of  die  tariff  of  1842,  will  consumtnaie  the 
great  leading  measures  which  the  party  in  power  consi- 
3er  themserves  pledged  to  carry  out,  in  these  dcpnrt- 
ments  Chanoing  aliogelher  the  system  liereiotore  in 
existence  and  under  which  the  country  has  rapidly  ad- 
vanced in  prosperity,  these  three  measures  are  adopied 
Willi  a  view  no  doubt  siill  farther  to  improve  that  pros- 
pr-riiy.  Whether  it  will  do  so,  is  now  to  be  ascertained 
Oil  actual  experience.  The  die  is  cast— the  ex|icrimenl 
made,  be  it  for  better  or  for  worse— and  all  ihe  opera- 
tions ihat  were  in  contemplation  tor  fuiure  pursuits, 
iiuiit  now  be  moulded  according  to  the  new  posture  ol 
things.  ,.       .         ,  , 

But  far  beyond  the  new  direction  that  must  now  be 
sounhl  for,  lor  the  employment  of  enterprise  and  occu 
palion  for  the  labor  of  the  country,  so  radically  diverted 
by  this  change— far,  far  beyond  that,  will  be  the  lo.-s 
susained  by  those  who  have  adventured  lo  make  e 
pensive  improvements  and  investments  in  dom.'Siic 
niannfactures.  Who  will  attempt  to  add  uji  ihe  heavy 
column  of  account  of  depreciation  which  falls  Tins 
DAY  upon  the  value  of  all  those  investments,  throughout 
the  Iciigih  and  breadth  of  tlie  land?    Millions  and  ini' 

lions.  ,  -,,  1       ui    . 

How  many  of  these  adventures  will  be  able  to  survive 
the  shock— how  many  of  them  will  consider  it  worlli 
while  to  attempt  to  prolong  a  lingering  existence  and  an 
almost  hopeless  struggle  in  competition  wiih  the  .cheap 


transiti(m  from  one  condition  to  another.  Thousands  of 
our  citizens  will  be  ruined,  beyond  question,  in  the  revo- 
lution. But  the  main  point— the  eflect  of  the  change 
upon  ihe  permanent  interests  of  the  country,  is  the  ques- 
tion. If  they  were  indeed  improved  by  the  change,  in- 
dividual losses  might  be  endured  with  some  philosphy. 
But  if  we  are  to  have  ruin,  wide  spread  ruin  in  the  pro- 
cess, and  impoverishment  as  the  permanent  resuli,  the 
change  will  indeed  be  disastrous.  "Re-annexation  '  may 
have  been  in  process  in  more  directions  than  the  people 
of  Ihis  country  liave  been  aware  of.  There  are  oihor 
means  of  recurring    to  a  condition  of  colonial  depend 


ney  distinct!;  points  lo  California  as  his  place  of  des- 
tination, and  that  he  stipulates  for  Ihe  discbarge  of 
the  Mormons  from  service  in  that  country.  He  asks 
for  five  coinpanies  of  infantry.  Tlie  Mormons  are 
eager  to  embrace  the  overture.  The  Republican 
adds: — "We  learn  from  the  same  source  that  Gen. 
Kearney  in  consideration  of  Iheir  having  placed  five 
hundred  men  at  the  disposal  of  the  government,  has 
pledged  himself  that  protection  shall  be  given  to  the 
emigrating  Mormons,  and  thai  they  shall  have  the 
use  of  "any  of  the  Indian  lands  they  may  think  pro- 


ence.  ihan  by  dirccily  annulling  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 1  per    to  select,"  until    they    are    ready    lo    cross    the 

mountains.  The  Mormons  have,  in  accordance  with 
this  arrangement,  selected  Grand  Island,  on  the  Flatt 
river,  for  their  temporary  residence.  It  is  a  large 
tract  and  has  a  salt  spring  upon  it.  There  they  will 
winter,  and  collect  the  entire  Mormon  population  of 
the  west,  preparatory  to  their  march  lo  California 
next  spring.  They  propose  to  push  forward  for  this 
point  as  rapidly  as  pobsible,  and,  after  reaching  it, 
lo  send  back  from  five  hundred  to  one  thousand  wa- 
for  the  purpose  of   helping  along   those  who 


pendence. 

As  to  the  effect  of  the  change  upon  the  naiional  re- 
venues, a  wide  difference  of  opinion  has  been  express- 
ed. Our  own  impressions  were  freely  uttered  before 
Ihe  debate  upon  the  subject  in  congress  commenced.— 
We  brieve  that  an  overwhelming-  imporiaiion  will 
inundate  the  country— and  of  course,  there  will  be  a 
he.Tvy  revenue  collecied.  unlit  the  specie  is  all  drained 
out  uf  the  country  m  order  to  pay  the  balance  of  trade  — 
Whilst  ihe  specie  is  thus  being  exhausted,  iredi(w'ill 
expand  to  its  utmost,  in  attempts  to  save  the  specie 


steps  in,  with  i;s  imperative  realrai'nts.  The  people  can 
buy  no  more,  even  at  half  price,  for  want  of  wherevviih- 
nll  to  pay,  and  the  government  and  the  people  will  suf- 
fer together. 

That  a  large  amount  of  the  goods  now  in  the  public 
u'arehouses  as  v/elt  as  wha'  may  arrive  between  this  and 
the  1st  December,  will  either  be  reshipped  in  o.der  to  ob- 
tain drawbacks,  or  be    retained    wiihoiit  entering    until 

they  can  have  the    advnntage   of  doing  so   at    roduced 

duiiis,  is  highly  probable. 


.\i  length   having  neither  cash  nor  credit  left,  poverty:  may  yel  be  in  Illinois,  Iowa,  or  Missouri.     This  is  lo 

be  done  with  all  possible  expedition.  Grand  Island  is 
slated  lo  be  beinecn  one  hundred  and  two  hundred 
miles  west  of  Council  Bluffs.  At  the  last  dales  the 
requisilion  of  Gen.  Kearney  was  rapidly  filling  up; 
and  on  ihe  17th,  the  United  States  officers  gave  the 
Mormons  a  splendid  jtte  or  ball,  which  is  said  to 
have  been  a  fine  afi'air." 

A  letter  from  an  officer  'dated— Camp  al  Cotton 
Wood,  July  lOih,  published  in  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, of  the  30th,  states  that  the  detachment  cross- 
ed the  Kansas  on  the  2d,  and  were  ISO  miles  from 
Fori  Leavenworth,  without  meeting  with  any  acci- 
dent. They  had  no  intelligence  as  yet  from  the  de- 
tachment senl  under  Captain  Moore  lo  overtake  ihe 
Santa  Fe  expedition. 

Ihe  companiec  of  Mormon  infantry  and  col.  Price's 
regiment  of  mounted  Missourians,  are  expected  to 
join  general  Kearney  at  Bent's  Ford, .at  which  place 
lie  hails  for  them  to  come  up.  Including  these  he 
will  have  about  3,200  men  with  which  to  invade 
Mexico  at  Sanla  Fe. 


"army  of  occupation.' 
Our  latest  dales  from  ihe  Rio  Grande  left  the  army  still 
wailing  for  means  of  transportation  and  for  supplies  to 
enable  them  to  progress.  Gen.  Taylor  is  now  encamped 
with  four  regiments,  (Colonels  Walton's,  Davie's,  iJari 
kill's  and  Mark's.)  wi-li  the  Alabamians,  under  Ciipi, 
Djsha,  at  Buena  Vista,  on  the  borders  of  a  lake,  seven- 
teen miles  northwest  of  Matamoros.  The  health  ol  liie 
volunteers  here,  wiih  Gen.  Taylor,  had  much  improved, 
owing  to  the  fine  air  thiy  enjoyed  and  splendid  encamp- 
ing ground  they  occupied. 

The  roada  were  peifecily  iirpassnble  for  wheeled  ve- 
hicles, owing  to  the  swampy  soil,  occa.'ioncd  by  the  im- 

nse  falls  of  ruin  which  hail  recently  taken  place. — 
The  steamer  Mercer  arrived  at  the  moulh  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  all  sale,  on  the  Hih  inst.  There  were  no  signs 
of  Mexican  soldiery  in  the  vicinity  of  Camargo. 

Capt.  Walker  had  relurned  from  his  e.\ppdilion  to 
Monterey,  and  delivered  a  repori  which  is  said  to  be  an 
r-xcecdingly  inlcresting  one  of  ihe  stale  of  ihe  country 
through  which  he  passed,  halting  places,  &c.,  &.c- — 
There  is  no  probubiliiy  of  an  opposition  being  made  lo 
the  advance  of  Ihe  .^mtiican.  troops  between  Camargo 
and  Monterey,  snd  from  what  could  be  collected,  the 
Mexican  force  concentrated  at  the  latter  point,  is  ex- 
irt  mely  insignificant.  Nolhing  regarding  the  reported 
approach  of  Paredes,  with  the  army  of  reserve,  of  an  au- 
thentic nature,  has  been  ascertained  at  headquarters, 
although  scouis  are  nut  in  some  numbers  for  that  pur- 
pose. Everything,  however,  seems  to  announce  that 
the  possession  of  Monterey  will  be  fiercely  disputed,  as 
It  is  by  nalure  and  art,  one  of  the  most  powciful  strong- 
liolds  in  Mexico.  The  inhabitants  and  soldiers  are  dai- 
ly employei]  in.  improving  iis  defences. 

Our  informant  states  that  it  was  reported  by  the  Ran- 
gers that  they  had  peneiraied  to  the  precipitous  clifl's 
that  overhang  Monieiuy,  when  a  trooper,  a  very  adven- 
turous soldier,  niiuied  Cummins,  reached  a  point  over- 
hanging the  Bishop's  Palace,  which  commanded  a  view 
of^  the  whole  city-  The  utmost  activity  seemed  to  pre- 
vail among  the  Mexicans,  who  were  busily  employed  in 
rp|iainng  the  old  fortifications  and  erecting  new  ones. — 
The  number  of  troops  was  not  ascertained,  but  Irom  the 
movements  observable,  it  was  evident  they  were  pre- 
paring every  means  of  defence. 

The  crops  it  is  feared,  are  almost  irreparably  injured. 
The  cotton  harvest  is  annihilalad;  as  tor  the  Corn  much 
will  he  saved,  although  greatly  deteriorated. 

The  l\lexican  peasantry  are  employed  vctv  diligently 
in  culling  wood  and  piling  it  on  Ihe  banks  of  the  river, 
for  the  steamboats.  They  receive  S2  50  a  cord.  It  is 
niuskcct  wood,  and  burns  very  well-^  Gen.  'I'aylor  put 
It  to  ihem,  wheihcr  they  would  cut  it  and  get  paid,  of 
oblige  hini  to  have  it  cut  by  his  own  men,  v\hen  they 
would  lose  the  price  of  labor.  Wood,  however,  he  add- 
ed, must  be  had. 

Business  is  very  brisk  at  Matamoros.  Fine  weather 
had  again  assumed  a  permanent  aspect;  the  waters  were 


The  Prairie  Indians  al  the  Capitol.  The  deputations 
from  the  foregoing  Tribes  are  now  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington. On  Wednesday  they  visited  for  the  first  time 
the  Capitol,  remained  for  a  short  lime  in  the  Galleries 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  beheld 
with  wonder  the  paintings  and  statuary,  and  more 
than  every  thing  besides  were  delighted  with  the  col- 
ored prints  in  the  Library  from  Mr.  Catlin's  portraits 
and  scenes  of  Indian  Life.  As  they  gazed  upon  the 
Buffalo  hunts,  upon  the  groups  of  wild  horses  and 
wolves,  and  upon  the  various  Indian  warriors  in  their 
own  costumes,  and  amid  the  scenes  of  their  own  dis- 
tant homes,  they  could  not  restrain  their  emotions, 
and  for  the  first  time  men,  women,  and  even  youths 
present,  fell  into  animated  conversation, (pointing  out 
to  each  other  what  most  interested  them  in  the  differ- 
ent groups,)  and  for  the  moment  seemed  restored  to 
the  wild  prairies  or  hills  of  Texas.  They  were  much 
pleased,  not  only  with  the  large  paintings  in  the  Ro- 
tunda, but  also  with  the  portraits  of  Gen.  Jackson, 
the  President,  and  other  distinguished  persons,  by  Mr. 
Healy.  Among  them  is  an  admirable  picture  of  Gen- 
Hmstcn  himself,  at  which  they  laughed  heartily. 


.„,^.-  n  labor  of  Europe— is  a  question  which  will  spccdi-    every  where  foiling,  and  the  whole  of  the  military  were 
ly  bc"put  to  the  test.     ,\  test  in  which  the   poor    labor-    ji.yfully  preparing  for  the  opening  campaign 
er  ol  our  country   will  share,   wiih  him    who  has  ad 


ventured  his  all  'in  attcmphna  to  establish  domesiic 
mnnufactmes,  the  severity  of  tlie  cliange  thus  brought 
upon  us  all. 

The  merchant— the  slorq-keepar— every  man  ihat  this 
day  has  on  hand  a  Boik  of  goods,  must  Icel  the  change. 
Tho  value  of  his  slock  is  at  once  depreciated  to  the  full 
omouni  of  the  rcducnon  of  duiics  thereon.  Goods  will 
Boon  be  Hooding  in  under  the  "fiee  trade"  license, 
which  will  undersell  any  thai  he  has-  To  meet  this  con- 
tingency, he  must  now  force  oil'  his  stock  at  cosi,  or  be- 
low It,  ami  pocket  tho  loss. 

All  ihosc,  taken  collectively,  arc  but  the  losses  ininio- 
diutely  incidental  to  so  radical  a  change  m  the  whole 
business   concerns  of  the  country.     Th.y  helonfj  lo 


"army  of  the  west 
We    find  Ihe  above  designation  fully  assumed  in 
an  oliicial  order  from  Col.  Kearney,   1st  U    S.  dra- 
goons,  dated  "Headquarters,   Army   of  the    Wesl, 
Fori  Leavenworth,   June  I'Jlh,    18-lG,"   directed  to 
Capt-  -Mien,  of  said  regiment,  which  together  will 
Capt.  Allen's   "Circular   lo   the    Mormons,"   daled 
"Camp  of  the  Mormons,  Mount  Pisgah,  June  26ll! 
are  published  in  the  St.  Louis  Republican,  of  Ihe 
24th,  as  taken  from  the  Nauvoo  Eagle,  of  the  17th 
June.     The  overture  lo  the  Mornioi 
unri  circu'ar  arc  very  cumprehenBivi 


Treaty  with  the  Pullaicatiimie  Indians The  Lexing- 
ton (Missouri)  Telegraph  of  the  23d  says:  The  com- 
missioners, Maj.  A.vDREws,  U.  S.  A.,  Maj.  Harvey, 
Superintendent  of  Indians  Affairs,  and  Mr.  Matlack, 
who  were  charged  with  making  a  treaty  with  the  Pot- 
tawatamie  Indians,  pa-ssed  through  this  place  on  Sat- 
urday last,  on  their-  way  homeward.  We  learn  that  a 
treaty  had  been  effected  by  which  the  Pottawatamies 
cede  to  the  United  States  four  millions  of  acres  of  land, 
lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers,  in 
Ihe  territory  of  Iowa  and  the  disputed  tract;  and  also 
about  one  million  of  acres  lying  on  the  waters  of  the 
Osage,  south  and  west  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  The 
Pottawatamies  are  by  this  treatyto  be  united  in  one 
body,  and  located  on  the  east  enil  of  tlie  lands  purchas- 
ed from  the  Kansas  last  winter;  half  a  million  of  acres 
of  -which  are  granted  to  tliem  by  tlie  treaty,  together 
witli  an  annuity  of  some  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  con- 
tinue for  thirty  years,  and  possibly  longer  under  cei^ 
tain  contingencies. 

There  are  several  small  ti'ibes  of  Indians,  scaltcriiig 
bands,  under  difi'erent  names,  but  all  belonging  to  Ihe 
Potlawatamie  tribe,  who  will  be  united  by  this  treaty, 
and  located  permanently  on  a  body  of  land,  comprising 
half  a  million  of  acres,  which  with  the  annuity  they 
in  the  orders  i  arc  lo  receive,  must  make  Ihem  more  comfortable 
Gen.  Kear-I  than  lierclofore. 
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C  O  N  G  R  E  S  S-U  .V  I  T  E  D    .S  'I'  A  T  IC  S  .        | 

Atlcntioii  is  now  (liiocied  lo  Wnsliingloii.  The  pre- 
sidenisenl  aconlidtniinl  cornMiunicaiinn  to  the  .■^ennle 
on  Wednesdny  Inst,  nnd  tl\al  bod;'  has  been  hi  exocutivo 
session  on  iho  siibjeci,  whntovrr  it  iT:ay  be,  nearly  ever 
since.  Rumor  first  gave  out  that  the  president  liod  re- 
ceived proposiiions  fmni  the  government  of  Me.\ioo,  sia- 
nilyins  their  willingness  to  receive  a  minister  from  the 
United  Stales,  and  ti  enter  into  a  ireaiy.  This  version 
run  on  to  say,  that  l\Ir.  Slidill,  who  has  just  readied  the 
seat  of  government  from  Saratoga  Springs,  was  again 
iioniinaled  lo  the  senate  as  minii.ter  lo  Mexico,  and  thai 
a  grant  was  asked  of  three  millions  of  dollars  to  enable 
the  government  to  secure  by  treaty  trie  Calitornias  and 
pons  upon  the  Pacific. 

The  arrival  of  ilie  steamer  Princeton  a  few  days  since 
from  off  Vera  Cruz,  it  uas  staled  with  ''iinporlant  dc- 
spatches,'*  tiic  import  of  vvhicii  have  not  yet  been  mnife 
known,  gives  a  shadow  of  plausibility  lo  the  rumor  that 
Paredes  may  have  found  it  prudent  lo  propose  a  peace, 
rather  than  make  further  altempts  lo  meet  the  American 
forces  now  about  to  invade  IVIe.\ico  in  so  many  direc- 
tions. 

On  the  otlier  hand,  tnadam  riiinor  asserts,  thai  presi- 
dent Polk  has  found  the  expenses  and  difficulties  of  at- 
teropiing  a  foreign  invasion  to  be  already  so  embarrass- 
ing, that  he  hesitates  to  pursue  that  road  much  furiher. 
Having  arrived  at  the  conclusii,n  that  the  territory  of 
which  he  is  ambitious  to  obtain  possession,  may  probably 
be  obtained  by  purchase  from  Me.\ico,(i)r  a  fur  less  sum  of 
money  than  it  would  cost  the  United  Slates  to  conquer 
and  retain  it,  ilie  president,  (rumor  whispers),  now  con- 
cludes to  adopt  the  recommendation  which  certain  sena- 
tors uttered  a  short  lime  since,  that  was,  for  our  govern- 
ment to  propose  to  send  a  minister  to  Me.xicu  for  the 
purpose  ofsetiling  all  ditlerences. 

We  ?ee  no  intimaiion  of  such  a  foci,  but  our  own  sup 
position  is,  that  the  president's  confidential  message  to 
ihe  senate  was  accompanied  with  the  ofiicial  proposition 
of  the  Briiishgovcrnmeni  to  mediate  for  a  settlement  of 
the  difficulties  between  the  United  Stales  and  Me.^ico, 
and  that  the  senate  is  in  earnest  debalc  in  conclave  upon 
that  question. 

It  has  been  hinted  that  the  senate  will  propose  to  e.\- 
tend  the  session  of  congress  beyond  ihe  10th,  in  order 
to  allow  further  time  lo  deliberaie  on  the  queslion  before 
them.  There  would  be  some  difficulty  in  extending  ihe 
session.  Some  of  the  members  have  already  left  Wash- 
ington. 

Latest.  The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Bal- 
timore American,  writes  on  the  7ili — ihat  the  seuaie 
afier  long  debate,  have  probably  concurred  in  the  fol 
lowing  recommendations,  concerning  which  the  presi- 
denthad  in  confidence,  askeU  their  advice — "The  se- 
nate probably  lecommend — 

Ut.  That  a  minister,  or  ministers,  be  sent  to  Mexico 
for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  trciiy  of  peace  with  thai 
country  and  with  powers  to  settle  all  questions  of  boon' 
dary  and  of  claims. 

2d.  That  there  be  an  opproprialion  to  carry  ihe  above 
recommendations  into  efTcct;  and  that  82,000,000  oe  ap- 
propriated. 

Congress  wi  1  be  asked,  it  is  said,  to  make  this  appro 
priation,  and  to  that  end  a  secret  message  will  be  sent 
10  the  house,  upon  which,  as  in  the  casn  of  the  purchase 
of  Louisiann,  the  house  will  be  expected  lo  sit  with  clos- 
ed doors.  This,  I  believe,  is  substantially  what  has  been 
agreed  to  by  the  senate.*' 

Volunteer  Pay.  A  joint  resolution  passed  the  house 
of  represenlaiives,  and  was  sent  to  the  senate  on  the  7ih, 
directing  payment  lo  be  made  to  the  volunteers  railed 
into  service  by  Gen.  Gaines,  and  also  those  Ohio  troops 
which  marched  lo  camp  Washingion,  whelher  mustered 
into  service  or  claiming  lo  be  mustered — "in  a  word,  al' 
troops  that  volunteered^  whether  their  services  were  ac 
cepti  d  or  not"'— says  the  Washingion  letter  writer.  That 
can  hardly  be. 

Tbe  Chefok:ee  Treaty.  A  ireaiy  has  been  con 
eluded  through  the  mediaiion  of  the  U.  S.  commission 
ers,  which  has  been  agreed  lo  by  ihe  parlies  disputant, 
and  the  treaty  was  on  the  7ih  inst.,  submilied  to  the 
U.  S.  senate  for  ratification.  An  appropriation  of  about 
8li7,0U0  will  be  required  immediaiely,  and  ultimately 
about  Sl.oCD.OOO  to  carry  the  Ireaty  into  elfecl.  It  is  fer- 
vently to  be  hoped  that  this  measure  will  terminate  the 
inveti  rate  dispute  between  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Cherokees,  and  that  they  will,  in  future,  live  amicably 
along  side  of  each  other. 

The  post  office  bill,  after  undergoing  various 
amendments,  passed  the  house  of  representatives  on  the 
7-.h  inst.,  and  is  now  before  the  senaic.  The  bill  re- 
stores the  franking  privilege  to  postmasters,  gives  them 
the  control  of  adveriising  ihc  list  of  letters,  and  com- 
pensates ihem  for  services  by  a  commission  upon  re- 
cripts^noi  to  exceed  $2,f]00.  Postage  on  newspapers  to 
h'  lue-paid,  except  those  issued  from  the  office  of  the 
p;.'o!i'Aer. 
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The  sub-treasury  bill  passed,  fly  o  strict  party 
vote,  2S  to  24,  the  sub-strcasury  bill  passed  tho  Unitfd 
Slates  senate  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  sent  to  ilicin  by 
the  house  of  represenlaiives.  The  president  has  signed 
the  bill,  and  it  is  now  the  law  of  the  land,  although  the 
specie  clause  and  it^  general  provisions  are  not  to  com- 
mence to  operate  iiiiiil  ihe  Ist  of  January,  1847. 

Mr.  McKay,  proposed  an  amendment  to  Ihe  sub- 
treasury  bill  before  it  finally  passed  the  house,  to  defer 
llie  operation  of  the  specie  clause  lo  the  Isl  of  April, 
1S47,— negatived  77  lo  100. 

Veto  of  the  river  amd  harbor  bill.  The  president 
on  Ihe  3d  insL  returned  to  the  two  houses  of  congress 
the  bill  which  had  passed  for  the  improvement  of  rivers 

nd  harbors,  together  with  his  objections  to  signing  the 
ame. 

The  house  of  representatives  proceeded  to  consider 
the  said  f)ilt,  the  president's  veto  notwithstanding.  An  in- 
teresting debate  ensued.  On  the  4ih,  the  queslion  was 
mken,— the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  stood,  ayea 
95,  nays  91, — negatived  for  want  of  two  thirds. 

The  French  indem.n'ity  bill.  The  bill  to  provide  fir 
paying  the  claimanis  under  ihe  French  treaty  of  1800, 
so  long  deferred,  has  at  loit'ih  passed  both  houses  of 
congress,  and  now  only  wants  ihe  president's  signature- 

The  L.^ND  (JRaduatio.y  bill.  The  house  and  the  se- 
naie  having  disagreed  us  to  certain  provisions  in  ihe 
bill,  a  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  (equivalent  lo 
rejection,)  was  carried  in  tlie  house  of  representatives 
on  ihe  5ih  inst.     Ayes  lu4,  nays  74. 

United  States  finances.  We  noticed  elsewhere  the 
rapid  diminution  of  the  public  funds  depoaiied  at  New- 
York,  from  six  to  less  than  three  millions  of  dollars 
within  a  lew  weeks  past.  The  New  York  £.!:p«ss  of 
Thursday,  states,  that  the  deposile  banks  of  that  ciiy 
have  received  notification  from  the  secretary  of  ihe  trea- 
sury, that  the  whole  of  the  public  funds  now  on  deposiie 
there  will  be  withdrawn  be/ore  any  of  the  treasury  notes 
auihorised  by  the  recent  act  will  be  issued.  The  reason 
is  obvions.  The  moment  the  notes  were  issued,  they 
would  find  their  way  lo  those  deposile  banks,  and  the 
banks  would  save  their  spoe-e  by  paying  the  govern- 
ment drafts  with  treasury  notes.  The  proceeding,  how- 
ever, in  this  case,  is  an  unpleasant  proof  of  the  neces. 
sity  to  which  the  treasury  is  reduced.  After  the  whole 
of  the  deposiies  are  removed  from  New  York,  and  the 
new  tarifT  and  warehouse  bills  coming  into  operation  to 
prevent  further  accumulation  from  import,?  until  ihe  low 
duties  can  operate,  drawbacks  being  in  ihemeantinie 
demamled  to  a  considerable  amount,  the  resource 
wherewiih  lo  meet  war  expenses  from  this  lime  u.»itil 
December,  is  not  very  obvious. 

"The  New  York  correspondent  of  the  N'alional  Intel- 
lieenctr,  writing  on  the  6:h  inst.,  denies  that  the  banks 
of  that  city  have  received  any  such  noiice  from  the  sec- 
retary of  Ihe  treasury  as  is  above  slated  bv  the  E.xpress. 

Yesterday  in  the  U.  S.  senate,  .Mr.  Webster  iniro- 
duced  the  following: 

ftesolicd.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  inform  the  senate  whciher  any  treasury  notes  have 
been  issued  under  the  late  law  authorizing  such  issue; 
if  any,  what  amount,  and  if  noi,  what  reason  has  pre- 
vented such  issues. 

The  New  Tariff. — We  observed  in  our  last,  that 
a 'though  the  principle  at  issue  between  the  two  great 
parties  which  diviilod  the  people  of  this  country  on  the 
tariff  question.  "Protection  to  oar  manufactures  and 
to  American  labijr,''— on  the  one  hand,  and  "no 
protection  but  free  trade  to  foreigners,"  on  the  other- 
was  well  enough  understood,  yet  t.  at  the  details  and 
operaiion  of  tho  tarirt"  bill  which  has  just  passed,  v/as 
far  from  being  uudeislood,  either  by  the  members  of 
congress  that  were  then  passing  upon  said  bill,  nor  ihe 
people  of  the  country  that  are  now  lo  endure  its 
operaiion.  The  irulh  of  this  remark  has  already  been 
manifecltd.  Even  the  editors  of  the  Union  iho  official 
journal,  present  although  they  were  during  the  discus- 
sion of  the  subject  in  congress,  and  conversant  as  they 
must  be  supposed  lo  be  widi  the  whole  subject  which 
ihey  have  had  so  long  and  so  devoutly  at  heart,  and  fa- 
miliar as  they  certainly  are  wiih  ofiicial  views  with  the 
departments — even  they — the  editors  of  the  Union  were 
entirely  mistaken  as  to  the  operaiion  of  their  darling  ad 
valorem  system- they  maintain  that  the  bill  provided  that 
goods  should  be  rated  at  the  valuation  thereof  in  owr 
ports.  On  the  contrary,  after  some  contradiction  the 
Union  now  admits  ihat  the  valuation  is  to  be  made  by 
persons  who  invoice  the  goods  u(  (/iciV  oi™ 'ioe«— in  their  1 
own  workshops— in  Europe— and  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  our  Kovernni'jnt. 

Letters  of  Marque.  A  bill  passed  the  senate  on 
Thursday  authorising  letters  of  marque  on  reprisals 
against  Mexico,  provided  .Mexico  issues  any  such  let. 
lers. 


FOREIGN 


The  steamer  Hilcrniu  left  Liverpool  on  tho  IStli  July, 
and  arrived  al  Eioslon,  on  the  3J  inst. 

ENOLAND. 

The  Oni-RO.N  Theaty  Ratifii^d.  Col.  Armstrong, 
United  Slates  consul,  at  Liverpool,  left  New  York,  on 
the  25ih  June,  in  ihc  Great  Western,  as  bearer  of  the 
Oregon  treaty,  as  ratified  hy  the  United  Stales  President 
and  Senate.  The  Great  Western  reached  Liverpool,  on 
the  lOih  July.  Col.  Armstrong  proceeded  immediaiely 
lo  London.  On  the  14ih,  iho  L.jndon  Time.-,  rcmarkej 
Ihat,  "the  honor  of  raiilying  ihc  recent  treaty  for  the  sel- 
llemenlof  ihe  Oregon  boundaries  now  devolves  upon  the 
minister  who  denounced  in  no  measur-id  terms  die  last 
'capitulaiion' cniered  into  widi  the  United  Slates,  ami 
we  have  no  doubt  Lord  Palmeraton  and  the  new  admin- 
istration will  at  once  subscribe  lo  the  terms  which  the 
American  government  has  acceded  lo,  on  liic  jiroposilion 
of  Lord  Aberdeen." 

The  treaty  was  signed  by  Lord  Pidmerslon,  as  Foreign 
Secretary,  and  by  Mr.  McLine,  United  States  Minister, 
at  London,  and  exchanged  in  due  form  on  the  17ili  of 
July. 

(Jii  the  17ili  July,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Marquia 
of  Landsdown  stated  that  it  was  his  duiy  to  lay  before 
their  lordsbip's  house  the  treaty  concluded  belweeii  Her 
Majesty  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  re- 
ference lo  the  Oregon  territory.  (Cheers.)  lie  had  the 
satisfaction  of  informing  their  lordships  that  the  ratifica- 
tion had  that  dav  been  exchanged.  lie  should  take  the 
g resent  opportunity  to  move  that,  in  the.  absence  of  Lord 
eesborougli,  who  had  accepted  the  ofiice  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Lard  Statloid  should  be  added  to  tho 
committee  of  selection. 

In  the  Commons  on  llio  same  evening — Lord  Palmer- 
ston  rose  to  present  papers  by  order  of  llcr  Majesty.  It 
gave  him  much  satisfaction  to  stale  that  a  treaty  had  re- 
cently been  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  Stales,  by  which  a  settlement  of  the  Oregon 
boundary  was  effected;  and  he  was  happy  to  add  that 
the  ratification  of  that  treaty  had  this  day  been  exchang- 
ed. (Hear,  hear.)  He  should  now  lay  a  copy  of  tho 
treaty  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLane,  the  American  minister,  forwarded  on 
the  ireaty  lo  Liverpool  by  express,  and  Col.  Armstrong 
relumed  in  the  Hibernia  as  bearer  of  tbe  copy  officially 
ratified  by  the  British  government,  which  he  dehvcred  at 
the  department  of  state  in  Washingion,  on  the  5th  insl. 
CRors— BUSINESS— markets. 

The  season  was  as  favorable  lo  the  grain  crop  of  bolli 
England  and  France,  as  heart  could  wish.  An  early 
and  plentiful  harvest  was  anticipated.  The  potato  crop, 
however,  was  asain  assailed  by  the  rol,  and  indicated 
a  failure,  especially  in  Ireland. 
Tbemanufacturinndislrictswerebu.synndin  high  spirits. 

Provisions  were  lower,  and  abundant.  The  iron  trado 
was  very  active.    Contracts  on  hand  for  30,000  tons.  ^ 

The  timber  trade  was  active. 

Corn  trade  in  a  lethargic  stale. 

Money  was  abundant  again.  English  and  foreign 
funds  had  advanced.  Exchanges  had  recovered  from 
their  depression.  Bank  stocks  and  other  securities  (e.x- 
ce|ii  American)  were  in  demand.  Prices. — Bank  stocks 
209,  three  per  cents  reduced  96;  reduced  annuities  9G; 
consols,  for  money,  SoJ.  Russian  and  Brazillian  bonds 
had  advanced  considerably;  Mexican  5  percent,  bonds, 
issued  lS4t!,  27.J,  for  money.  Peruvian  6's,  39.  Exche- 
quer bills  10  10  143.  premium. 

The  new  ministry  are  progressing  with  the  govern- 
ment, all  hands  apparently  (iisposed  to  afford  them  n 
fairchance.  "The conniiy  wants  repose.''  A  splendid 
monument  is  proposed  to  be  erected  to  Sir  Robert  Peel. 
The  siibscriplion  to  compensate  Mr.  Cobden  will  reach 
i;i00,0UO.  Parliament  was  expected  to  adjourn  about 
the  middle  of  August.  All  ihe  members  have  been  re- 
turned again,  except  Mr  Macaulcy  and  Lord  Lebrengton. 

IRELAND. 

O'Connell  left  London  on  the  4;h,  and  allended  an 
immense  meeiing  at  Cnnsciliaiion  Hall,  Dublin,  on  ihe 
6tli.  He  promised  in  his  speech  to  bring  forward  the 
proposition  lo  repeal  the  union  when  parliament  re-as- 
sembles. He  complimented  Mr.  Peel  very  h.ghly— ad- 
monished Ireland  lo  abstain  from  violence— attributed 
Cobdeii's  triumph  to  the  moral  influence  of  quiet  perse- 
verance, and  the  prostraliun  of  the  chartists  to  their  hav- 
ing alicnipled  violence. 

FRANCE. 

The  chamber  of  deputies  is  dissolved.  Tlie  election 
for  members  to  a  new  chamber  w  as  lo  lake  place  on  ihe 
1st  August.  It  is  believed  the  government  party  would 
have  an  increased  niojoriiy. 

The  Parisian  newspapers,  wiihout  exception  of  politi- 
cal caste,  look  with  intense  interest  lo  the  result  of  the 
war  with  Mexico. 

The  French  papers  have  Ab-del-I^jder  flying  for  life 
and,  as  usual,  nearly  taken.  ^  ' 

The  harvest  will  be  very  abundant,  and  the  vines  pro,- 
nii.-ic  superior  grapes  in  great  profusion— and,  of  course 
ixcellent  wine. 
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APPOINTMEMTS  BY  THE    PRtSlDENT. 

By  and  witli  the  advics  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 

Robert  C.  Grier,of  Pennsylvania,  to  beone  of  the 
associate  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  plaoe  of  Henry  Bald\Yin,  ueceased. 

James  Page,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania. 

Commissiojiers  to  examtrie  claim  mderj'ie  treaty  xoith 
the  Clierokees  of  1835 — '36. 

Benjamin  H,  Arewster,  of  Pennsylwmia. 

Edward  Harden,  of  Georgia. 
Edward  B,  Maraohe,  of  Pennsylvania,  consul  tor  the 
island  of  Trinidad.  ,    er< 

Narino  de  Mattey,  consul  for  the  island  of  Cyprus. 

Philip  Geisse,  of  Pennsylvania,  consul  for  Nureni- 
bere,  in  Bavaria. 

Wm.  C.  Eettencourt,  deputy  postmaster  at  Wil- 
mington, N.  Carolina.  . 

Charles  R.  Celt,  justice  of  tne  peace  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Passed  Midshipman  Johnson  Blakely  Carter,  to  be 
a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  Lieut.  L.  G.  Keilh. 

In  the  Indian  Department. 

Daniel  Mc-Phail,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  surgeon. 

George  Penn,  of  Missouri,  to  be  surgeon. 

A  Parker,  of  Texas,  to  be  surgeon. 

Wm.   D.   Dorris,  of  Tennessee,  to   be   assistant 

surgeon.  ,  ■  ,     .. 

Thomas  M.  Morton,  of  WissoiiTi,  to  be  assislan-. 

^^RkhardH.  Stevens,  of  Missouri,   to  be  assistant 

surgeon.  .  .       ^ 

E  Tucker,  of  Texas,  to  be  assistant  surgeon. 

Richard  P.  Ashe,  of  Texas,  to  be  assistant  sur- 
geon. 

Custom  House  Officers. 

Edmond  Wilson,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs  for 
the  districts,  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  port 
of  Waldoborough,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  in  the  place 
of  Parker  Mc-Cobb,  Jr.,  deceased. 

John  C  Humphreys,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs 
for  the  districts,  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the 
portofBath,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  in  the  place  of 
Amos  Nourse,  rejected  by  the  Senate. 

Joseph  H.Jordan,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs  for 
the  district  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  port 
of  Frenchman's  Bay,  in  the  State  of  Mame,  vice  Hy. 
S.  Jones,  appointed  in  the  recess  of  the  senate  in  the 
place  of  Jno.  M.  Hale,  removed; 

Nathan  Bardin  to  be  surveyor  and  inspector  oi  the 
revenue  for  the  port  of  Bristol,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  vice    Elkanah   French,    whose  commission 

*^Wm  J  Miller  to  be  collector  of  the  customs  for 
the  district  of  Bristol  and  Warren,  in  Uxe  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  vice  John  Howe,  removed. 

Beniam''n  W.  Bosworth,  to  be  surveyor  and  inspector 
of  the  revenue  forthe  ports  of  Warren  and  Barring- 
ton,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  vies  Wm.  B.  Snell 
removed. 

RussellG.  Ilopkinson,  tobe  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms for  the  district  of  Vermont,  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue  fertile  port  of  Alburg,  in  the  Slate  of  Ver- 
mont, vice  Archibald  W.  Hyde,  resigned. 

Augustus  Jenkins,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs 
for  the  district  of  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshiie,  vice  Lorcy  Odell,  removed. 

Jacob  de  la  Motta,  to  be  naval  officer  for  the  port 
of  Savannah,  Georgia. 

Land  Officers. 
John  Parsons,  to  be  receiver  of  public  moneys  for 
the  district  oflands  subject  to  sale  at  Newnansville, 
in  the  State  of  Florida,  to  take  affect  from  and  after 
the  31st  of  August,  184G,  when  his  present  commis- 
sion will  expire.  „  ,      ,      ,     „. 

Mn^dnrli  M(-Imin-,  tobe  registerof  the  land  office 
for  tin  ,li  1.1. 1  ,,,1  l;ui.l.-f  subject  to  sale  at  Opelousas, 
in  the  Su.l.'  .il  1  .o.iiMaiia,  vice  Peter  L.  llebrard,  whoso 
commission  ixpivdl  July  12th,  1846.  ,    ,     ,     , 

Benjamin  R.  Cowherd,  to  be  register  of  the  land 
office  for  the  district  of  lands  siilijoct  to  sale  at  Jack- 
son, in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  from  the  151h  of  July, 
1816,  when  his  late  commission  expired. 

Samuel  Russell,  to  be  register  of  the  land  office  for 
tlic  district  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at    Newnansville, 


in  the  State  of  Florida,  to  take  effect  from  and  after 
the  31  St  of  August,  1846,  when  present  commission 
expires, 

U.  S.  Finances.^Official.  Receipt  sbito  the  U.  S.  Trea- 
sury fm  the  quarter  ending  30(/i  of  June,  1846,  were — 
viz: 

RECEIPTS. 

From  customs  about  $  6,300,000 

From  lands  720,000 

Miscellaneous  sources  13,850 


i  7,033,850 

EXPENDITURES. 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period  were  viz; — 
Civil  list,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign  in- 
tercourse 1,606,734,90 
On  account  of  the  army         5,044,762,20 
Indian  department,                    102,783,12 
Fortifications.                            308,152,61 
Pensions                                     304,715,38 

5,757,314,61 

Navy  1,520,.592,66 

Interest  on  the  public  debt,  424,233,38 

Redemption  of  the  loan  of  1841  8,000  00 

Redemption  of,  and  interest  on,  treasury 

notes  63,864  07 


$  9,380,739,62 
R.  J.  Walker 
.Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Treasury  Department,  July  31,  1846. 

Public  Deposites.  On  the  27th,  ult.  the  U.  S. 
Treasuer  reports  §  7,757,797  88  in  the  depositories, 
subject  to  draft.  Of  that  sum  only  §  2,943,416  91 
were  in  the  seven  N,  York  deposite  banks,  showing 
a  rapid  reduction  of  public  deposites  from  that  point. 
A  few  weeks  since  there  were  six-millions  of  tlie  pub- 
lic deposites  in  those  same  institutions.  Corcoran  & 
Riggs,    at  Washington,  have  J  491 ,917,6. 

The  navy  board,  which  assembled  last  week  at 
Washington,  have  finished  the  business  before  them 
and  aJjourned.  Nothing  has  transpired,  but  the  ge- 
neral impression  now  is  tliat  Mr.  Secretary  Bancroft 
had  them  convened  in  order  to  solve  certain  difficul- 
ties as  lo  the  best  method  of  making  promotions  in  the 
navy,  and  sundry  other  questions  and  embarrass- 
ments with  which  he  considers  the  present  naval 
system  surrounded. 


I  warehouses  on  the  Baltimore  wharves  are  capable  o' 
accommodating  20,000  hogsheads,  and  yet  we  learn 
from  Lyfords  Price  Current  of  last  Saturday  that  for 
want  of  room  for  what  is  brought  to  market,  there 
was,  on  that  day  11,800  hogsheads,  stored  in  private 
warehouses  by  the  inspectors.  The  last  legislature 
ordered  a  new  State  Warehouse  to  be  constructed, 
and  contracts  have  been  made  for  erecting  one,  to 
front  207  feet  on  Conway  st.  running  back  1.54  1-2  ft. 
four  stores  high,  capable  of  storeing  8000  hogsheads. 
Choice  qualities  of  Tobacco,  command  ready  sale, 
at  very  fair  prices,  but  common  and  inferior  are  ex- 
ceedingly heavy,  and  a  reduction  of  price  has  been 
submitted  to,  without  as  yet  lessening  the  stock. — 
Quotations,  mferior  and  common,  1  50  a2  50  middling 
to  good,  3  a  500:  good  § 6  fine  §7  a  $12.  Ohio  is 
likely  to  outstrip  Kentucky  in  producing  tobacco. — 
Tliere  is  a  much  larger  quantity  in  store  from  the  for- 
mer state,  than  from  any  other  state  except  Mary- 
land. Inspections  of  the  week  at  Bait.  2281  hogs- 
heads; of  which  911  were  Maryland,  1847  Ohio,  3 
Kentucky. 

Texas  Exchequer  Bills 

Statement.  Of  the  amount  of  Exchequer  Bills 
issued  by  the  late  Republic  of  Texas,  the  amount  de- 
stroyed and  the  amount  at  present  in  circulation. 

Amount  of  printed  and  engraved  bills  is- 
sued, $135,890  00 

Amt.  of  change  notes  issued,  |J  14,  600  00 

Total  sum  issued, 
Amt.  destroyed  at  various  times, 
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150,490  00 
136,344  50 


Registry  of  American  Seamen — ^The  following 
is  the  number  of  American  Seaman  registered  in  each 
port  of  entry  of  the  U.  Stales,  from  October  1st,  1844, 
to  Sept.  30th,  1845: 

State             Native  Natu'ized  Total 

Maine                           990  12  1,002 

New  Hampshire             52  1  53 

Rhode  Island                332  2  324 

Massachusetts             3,609  38  3,647 

Connecticut                    153  2  155 

New  York                  1,744  27  1,771 

Pennsylvania                  440  6  446 

Deleware                          15  —  15 

Maryland                        331  13  244 

District  of  Columbia      76  —  76 

Virginia                         294  —  294 

North  Carolina               21  —  81 

Georgia                          45  1  45 

Florida                             5  —  5 

Louisiana                   293  27  320 


8,450 


130 


8,579 


Tobacco 

Tobacco  planters  have  very  little  to  exult  in,  un- 
der the  "Free  Trade,"  modifications  ofTarifl'socxult- 
ingly  trumpeted  forth  at  this  moment  by  certain  au- 
thorities and  presses  on   both  sides  of  the  Atlantic 

Alas  for  consistency.  Tobacco  pipes,  wc  find  duly 
chronicled,  and  the  duly  thereon  modified  in  the  Brit- 
ish TariB",  but  Tobacco  itself,  is  not  to  bo  found 
from  A  to  Z.  throughout  the  entire  schedule.  A  du- 
ty of  nearly  one  thousand  per  cent  continues  to  be 
exacted  under  the  "Free  trade  TarilV,"  as  heretofore. 

As  a  consequence  of  tills,  we  have  a  heavy  accu- 
mulation of  the  article,  without  an  adequate  demand 
for  it,  and  of  course,  depression  of  price.     The  Slate 


14,145,50 

Amt.  at  present  in  the  treasury  and  can- 
celled, 5,646,88 
Amt.  in  the  hands  of  collecting  officers,  §5,725,00 

11,371,88 
Amt.  at  present  in  circulation,  2,773,62 

Comptroller's  office,  July  6th,  1846. 

James  B.  Shaw,  Compt. 

Trade  of  New  Orleans, 

Statement  of  Growth,  Produce,    Sfc.    of  the  U.  Stales, 
expm-tedjrmn  the  district  of  J^.  Orleans  during  the  second 
(Quarter,  Jlpril,  May,  and  June,  1846: 
Coastwise  $  7,102,826  52 

In  American  vessels  to  foreign  coun- 
tries 7,594,200,00 
In  foreign  2,879,515,00 

Total  amount  exported  $  17,573,541  52 

—  Courier. 

Neiv  Orleans  Property.  The  extensive  proper* 
ty  in  New  Orleans,  known  as  the  Orleans  Cotton  Prtss, 
was  sold  at  auction  by  the  Sheriff,  a  few  days  since, 
for  the  sum  of  $  165,000.  Mr.  R.  D.  Sheph'erd,  be- 
came the  purchaser  for  hunself  and  t!ie  other  stock- 
holders. 

British  Corn  Trade 

A  return  has  been  published,  by  order  of  the  house 

of  Lords,  of  the  quantity  of  Grain  of  all    sorts  taken 

out  of  bond  in  tlie  United  Kingdom,   yearly  for   the 

last  twenty  years,  giving  the  following  totals: 

Total  of  Total  of 

Corn  and  Grain.         Meal  and  Flour, 

1826  qrs.  2,083,700    cwts.  65,940 

1827  2,99.5,116  41,724 

1828  1,200,167  126,343 

1829  1,861,804  337,166 

1830  2,580,403  564,442 

1831  2,280,473  1,016,583 
1632  427,118  162,271 

1833  88,583      74,744 

1834  214,432      55,306 
1635  423.691       42,619 

1836  396,902       46,910 

1837  828,172       40,273 

1838  1,914,283  388,209 

1839  4,405,613  635,170 

1840  3,444,315  1,312,964 

1841  2,921,329  1,210,137 

1842  3,160,430  1,132,385 
1843-  1,230,901  421.130 

1844  2,522,342      710,423 

1845  1,344,182  632,045 
Also  a  return  of  tlie  quantities  of  wheat  and   tloui 

(given  together  in  quarlei-s)  in  bond  on  Ihe  5th   Au 
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gust,  5th  September,  lOtli  October,  and  5tli  Novem- 
ber in  eacli  year,  from  1835  to  1845(both  inclusive,) 
together  ^rit^l  a  return  of  the  quantities  of  wlieat  en- 
tered for  homo  consumption  in  each  week  of  tlic  above 
mentioned  montlily  periods,  for  three  yoai-s.  Tlie  lat- 
ter return  gives  the  following  total  of  qviai'tcrsof  wheat 
entered  for  consumption  for  the  years: — 


1835 

4,145 

1841 

2;068,77G 

183G 

9,281 

1842 

2,182,274 

1837 

216,852 

1843 

829,730 

1838 

1,460,301 

1844 

207,655 

1839 

897,602 

1845 

30,245 

1840 

1,408.399 

Tiic  San  Pedro  Company.  Tlie  brig  Francies 
Amy,  rcai'Iicd  Baltimore  a  few  days  since  with 
Thirty  five  tliousand  old  Spanish  dollars,  taken  by  our 
enterprising  diving  expedition,  from  the  wreck  of  the 
Spanish  man  of  war.  This  money  was  found  at  the 
bottom  of  tlie  sea,  about  three  feet  under  the  sand  and 
beneath  a  coral  formation,  in  sixty  feet  water.  The 
whole  amount  recovered  from  the  -wTcek  thus  far  is 
something  more  than  sh-lij  timisand  dollars.  Nobody 
has  been  injured  in  the  expedition  in  health  or  limb. 
About  ^  800  was  brought  up  the  day  before  the  Amy 
left  the  wreck,  but  learning  of  the  war  with  Mexico, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  start  off  and  secure  what 
was  on  board. 

Cotton 

The  amount  of  the  crop  of  1845,  is  now  tolerably 
well  ascertained  to  have  been  but  little  over  2, 1 00,000 
bales,  being  300,000  bales  less  than  the  product  of 
the  preceeding  year.  It  is  owing  to  ascertaining  this 
falling  off,  that  the  article  continues  to  maintain  its 
price  in  the  English  markets.  The  quotations  by  the 
Hibernia,  to  18th  July,  shows  the  article  to  be  in  de- 
mand at  former  rates,  except  Sea  Island,  whicli  was 
l-2d.  lower.  Sales  of  the  weekending  18th  at  Liver- 
pool, 43,120  bales. 

Tlie  Crop.  The  period  of  the  year  is  now  at  hand 
when  it  is  usual  for  the  public  journals  to  indulge  in 
speculations  as  the  extent  and  quality  of  the  growing 
crop.  The  character'of  the  weather,  the  droughts,  the 
flood,  the  appearance  of  insects,  every  indication  is 
hunted  up  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  conclusions  as 
to  the  future.  For  instance,  we  are  told  that  up  to 
the  first  week  of  July,  the  plant  in  many  of  sections 
of  the  South  suffered  from  drought.  From  that  pe- 
riod heavy  rains  succeeded,  highly  prejudicial  to  the 
prairie  and  river  bottom  lands,  ivhich  now  suffered 
from  drowning  and  weeds.  To  Uplands  however  the 
weather  was  favourable. 

"The  Bloomlng,"  is  looked  to  by  most  of  the  cot- 
ton planters  as  furnishing  an  index  to  the  crop.  They 
have  remarked  certain  coincidences,  so  often  repeat- 
ed, that  reliance,  is  placed  upon  tli  eir  continuing. 
According  to  tlieir  theories  of  blooming,  the  coming 
crop  will  fall  short  of  the  last.  Late  blooming  has 
nlmost  invariable  beeu  succeeded  by  an  early  frost, 
and  on  the  contrary,  an  early  blooming  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  a  late  frost.  The  first  frost  is  fatal  to  all 
that  it  finds  in  the  field.  The  time  for  securing  the 
crop  being  abbreviated  by  early  frost,  materially  di- 
minishes the  quantity.  The  blooming  commenced  in 
the  State  of  Alabama  tlie  present  season  about  the 
10th  of  June.  The  Mobile  Register,  of  July  20th,  fur- 
nish the  following  statement  of  the  period  of  bloom- 
ing, the  period  of  the  fii-st  frost,  and  amount  of  crop 
for  each  of  the  last  ten  years. 

Cotton  in  bloom         Killing  frosts  Crop 

1836— June  4  Oct.  14        Bales,  1,432,930 

1837— IVIay28  Oct.  27  1,801,479 

1838— June  14  Oct,    7  1,360,.532 

1339_May24  Nov.  7  2,177,835 

1840— Jime  6  Oct.  16  1,634,915 

1841- JunelO  Oct.  20  1.684,211 

1842— May  20  Oct.  27  2,379,460 

1843— June  9  Nov.  3  2,030,409 

1844— May  31  Oct.  29  2,415,448 

1845— May  30  Nov.  3  proba.  2,050,000 

—.^Mobile  Register  and  Jour.,  July  2Qtlt. 

Catterpillaks.  The  Augusta  Geo.  Courrier,  of 
the  2jth  July,  announces  the  appearance  of  the  cat- 
terpillar  amongst  the  cotton  plants  of  that  vicinity. 
Beaufort  S.  C.  dales  of  the  27th,  announces  their 
appearance  onjthe  Paris  Island.  A  letter  from  Ed- 
dinsviUe,  dated  the  24th,  states  that  catterpiUars  have 
made  tlieir  appearance  on  nearly  all  of  the  Islands  of 
the  Sea  coast,  and  adds  that,  "coming  so  early  in  the 
season,  and  when  the  crop  is  unusually  backward  and 


bushy,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  unless  August 
should  prove  vciy  dry  and  hot,  that  their  ravages 
will  be  as  extensive  and  ruinous,  if  not  more  so  than 
in  1 825,  when  the  crop  wa.s  more  forward  and  the 
worm  later." 

Alio  Cotton — Two  bales  of  matured  cotton  have 
been  received  in  Cullumbus,  from  the  plantation  of  Mr. 
James  Holland,  of  Russell  county,  Alabama.  Tluy 
were  taken  from  the  field  on  tbe  10th  July. 

The  Rice  Crop. 

The  Savannah     Republican,  of  the  23d    says: 

We  yesterday  convei'scd  with  a  gentleman  whose 
means  of  acquiring  accurate  information  are  as  exten- 
sive OS  any  other  in  the  city  in  regard  to  the  growing 
Rice  crop  and  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  pro. 
spect  of  a  good  croii  on  the  Ogechee,  Altamalia,  and 
Satilla  Rivers,  is  fair;  on  the  Savannah  not  so  good; 
the  crop  however  in  all  this  region  ho  thinks  is  not 
so  advanced  that  unless  injured  by  freshets  or  gales  it 
will  give  a  fair  average  yield,  it  is  not  quite  as  for- 
ward as  at  the  s.ame  time  last  season,though  the  harv- 
esting will  probably  be  commenced  from  the  15th  to 
the  20tli  of  August. 

In  1844,therc  was  new  Rice  in  market  on  the  30th 
of  August; — in  1845  not  until  the  22d  of  Septem- 
ber. 

Copper  Speculation.  We  have  been,  for  some 
time,  apprehensive  tliat  the  brilliant  speculations  in 
copper,  which  have  been  blazoned  from  one  end  of 
the  continent  to  the  other,  would  turn  out  pretty  much 
as  all  other  speculations-golden  visions  only.  The 
foil  owing  extract  of  a  letter,  written  by  a  distinguish- 
ed citizen  of  Michigan,  residing  near  Detroit,  con- 
firmsfuUy  the  fears  we  entertained.  The  information 
therein  given  may  be  implicitly  relied  on. — Cinciniifi- 
ti  Gazelle. 

Michigan,  July  23d,  1846. 
As  you  were  embarking  in  the  Copper  speculation,  I 
thought  it  mighlit  be  of  interst  to  know  that  Copper 
stock  at  home  commands  no  sale.  Persons  either  em- 
bark Willi  a  company  to  find  ore  for  themselves  or 
else  now  wait  for  the  value  of  mines  to  be  determined. 
The  little  that  has  been  sold  of  late  is  only  in  the 
mines  that  are  v/orked,  and  then  at  their  supposed 
real  value.  I  think  I  could  more  easily  obtain  fifty 
shares  of  fancy  stocks  as  a  present,  than  sell  one  at 
any  price.  The  speculation  in  buying  and  selling  is 
entiiely  at  an  end  here,-of  coiu'se  must  soon  be  else- 
where. If  you  have  stock  on  hand  and  must  sell  -th» 
sooner  the  better, — for  it  must  be  years  before  the 
best  mines  will  come  up  to  what  you  must  have 
given  for  your  stock  in  what  should  be  deemed, 
as  fancy  mines.  I  would  take  $10  for, what  in  the  winter 
was  valued  al  jJlOO.  Judge  for  yourself. 

Port  or  New  York.  Jlrrivals,  during  the  month  of 
July  1846,  viz:— 2  Steamers,  45  ships,  49  barks,  87 
brigs,  26  schooners,  total  200.  Of  these,  29  were 
American,  42  British,  and  24  bearing  twelve  other 
foreign  flags. 

Emigration. — It  is  believed  that  the  numder  of 
emgrants  that  will  reach  the  United  Stales  from  Eu- 
rope during  tlie  year  1846,  will  amount  to  two  hun- 
dred Ihousaad, 

Arrivals  of  Passengers  in  the  United  States. 

A  communication  was  lately  laid  before  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  the  State  Department,  en- 
closing a  statement  of  the  number  of  passengei's  ar- 
riving in  the  U.  States  on  ship  board,  during  the  year 
ending  September  20th,  1845,  as  follows 


Maine, 

4,050 

New  Hampshire 

18 

Massachusetts 

10,300 

Rhode  Island 

165 

Connecticut 

10 

New  York 

76,514 

Pennsylvania 

5,767 

Delaware 

38 

Maryland 

7,931 

District  of  Columbia 

12 

South  Carolina 

309 

Florida 

83 

Louisiana 

15,.537 

Total 

119,884 

Males 

69,488 

Females 

49,290 

Sex  not  stated 

1,400 

In  the  chamber  of  Baden-Baden  a  motion  was 
agreed  lo,  inviting  the  government  to  bring  under 
the   notice  of  the   Cernian  diet   Iho   vast  estcnt  to 

which  emigration   to   America  is  being  carried. 

Lnst  year  llic  amount  of  emigrants  was  62,0U0,  or 
800  more  than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  it  was  in- 
creasing every  month.  The  emigrants  of  last  year 
lornied  not  less  than  one  five-hundredth  pari  of  the 
whole  population  of  Germany.  Such  a  draft  from 
our  people  is  felt,  especially  as  Germany  is  not 
thickly  populated  like  England.  One  half  of  the 
emigrants,  it  is  not  loo  much  to  say,  are  imposed  up- 
on by  knavish  emigration  agents,  and  by  follows  who 
persuade  them  lo  sell  Iheir  little  properties,  (when 
they  have  any)  for  less  than  Iheir  value. 


THE    TARIFF. 


The  warehouse  bill,  having  passed  boih  houses  of 
congress,  has  been  signed  by  ihc  president,  and  is  iioio 
in  operation- 

The  first  effect  of  this  branch  of  ihe  new  revenue 
system  is,  lo  give  immediate  operation  to  ilie  new  larill' 
10  a  very  material  extent.  The  tariff  bill  itself  is  not  lo 
go  into  operation  until  the  1st  of  December;  but  the 
warehouse  bill  cornea  in  lo  aid  iinpnrters  fur  ilie  iiiter- 
mcdiaie  time.  As  for  example,  the  Philadelphia  United 
Stales  Gazelle  ol  Wednesday,  says:  '•'i'liis  new  law  to 
provide  sioreliouscs  for  foreign  goods,  at  a  low  rent,  is 
now  in  operation,  and  the  cai'HO  of  the  ship  Susquehan- 
nah  Irom  Liverpool  is,  in  u  great  degree,  being  stored 
in  accordance  with  iis  provisions.  It  will  rest  smugly  in 
the  storehouse  until  December  next,  when  it  willcomo 
forth  under  ihe  new  and  depreciated  duty.  Jt  is  in  ilijg 
manner  that  ilic  government  will  derive  its  increased 
revenue  for  some  time  to  come.  We  learn,  likewise 
that  the  earqoes  of  the  barque  Bohl-B.ililen,  from  Brc- 
men,  the  biig  William  J.  Watson,  Irom  Ponce,  (P  R  ) 
and  the  barque  Wm.  J.  Wain,  from  Maianzas' we're  in 
whole  or  m  part,  also  eniered  for  i!ie  warehousing  iJri- 
vileges  yeslcrdiiy."  "^ 


The  effect  on  the  revenue.  Mr.  Evans  in 
his  great  speech  on  this  subject  exhibited  by  the' in- 
fallible test  of  statistics,  the  good  which  the  tarilf 
had  effected  in  making  regular  and  certain  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  which  had  for  ten  years  before  been 
fluctualing  and  precarious.  Thus,  for  instance  the 
tirst  year  from  June,  1843,  to  June,  1844,  it  bro'up-ht 
into  the  treasury  in  round  numbers,  the  sum  of 

Ti     Ol  /T         ,o.r  V    ,  S'.'5,75O,00U 

The  2d  year    June,    845,)  about  26,C00,00() 

The  3d  year  (June,  18IG,)  05  gg,  y-jj 

Here,  said  Mr.  Evans,  are  Ihreo  successive  years 
jn  which  the  amount  received  into  the  treasurv 
scarcely  varies.  There  are  no  such  other  three  years  to 
be  found  in  onr  history,  nor  any  Udng  emuroachiw  to 
them.  Search  our  statute  books  from  beginning  to 
end,  and  you  look  in  vain  for  any  olher  law  whoso 
operation  has  been  so  uniform— so  steady  Durine 
Inose  three  years  we  have  had  none  of  those  evill 
that  result  from  excessive  importations— one  vear 
excessive  importations,  next  year  diminished  ininor- 
lations— embarrassing  the  whols  business  of  the 
country,  and  the  financial  affairs  of  the  government. 

Having  looked  on  that  picture,  now  glance  at  this. 
The  following  are  the  returns  of  Ihe  revenue  from 
1830  10  1840.  They  demonstrate  clearly X.nse, 
rable  and  uncertain  condition  of  tbe  national  finan 
CCS  and  the  consequent  suffering  of  the  people,  until 
Ihe  esisling  law  brought  order  out  of  chaos 
In  1830,  revenue  was  §M, 750, 000 

1831,  it  rose  lo         30,a5O,0UO 

1832,  It  fell  lo  21,500,000 

1833,  was  as  low  as  14,750,000 
1335,  It  roae  again  to  21,500,000 

1836,  it  went  up  to  20,000,000 

1837,  It  fell  to  13,000,000!!  or  50   per  cent  1 
1S39,  it  had  risen  lo  20.500,000  ^ 

1840,  It  was  down  lo  10,000,000!!  upwards  of  50  " 
A  statement  of  the  importations  during  the  same 
period  would  exhibit  like  results,  showing  ext  erne 
and  alarming  variations  from  year  lo  year. 

Mr.  Evans  proceed  to  show,  Ihat  by   the  new  tariff 
the  treasury  would  lose  the  following  amounts  when 
compared  with  the  yield  of  the  law  of  184-1- 
On  sugar  a  loss  of  <lh-^  453 


On  bar  iron 

On  pig  iron  '• 

On  manufactured  iron  " 

On  spirits  " 

On  salt  " 

On  cotlon  manufact'd  " 

But  the  bill  puis  Ihe  duly  at  25  per  cent 
assuming  ihe  same  expected  inci-faso 
of  importalions,  makes  Ihe  loss  bv   il,e 
bill  •' 

On  woollens  manufactured 

Bui  Ihe  bill  says  30  per  cent,  yield 

Assuming  the  same  increase— 1033 


531,05.'J 
89,493 
38  8G3 

130,540 

401,710 
1,0(6,808 


217,39(3 
457,018 
234,011 
1)3,044 
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It  must  be  born  in  mind  that  in  making  liiis  cal- 
culation, IVIr.  Evans  assumes  the  increase  in  the  im- 
portation of  article?  calculated  on  by  the  friends  of 
the  new  bill.  So  that  if  they  are  right  in  their  cal- 
culaliona,  Mr.  Evans  proves  that  the  treasury  will 
sustain  the  losses  above  enumerated. 

Iron  and  the  new  tariff.  The  New  York  Cou- 
rier furnishes  in  a  brief  statement,  based  upon  an 
actual  entry  of  the  article  this  montit,  at  the  N.  York 
custom  house,  showing  the  loss  the  revenue  will  sus- 
tain, even  on  so  small  a  quantity  of  round  iron  rods, 
viz: 

INVOICE. 

5  tons — 11,200  wl.  round  iron  rods — cost 

^£14  lOs.  Od.  per  ton.  £12  10  0 

Liverpool  chargea  T)  14  6 

£13    4  6 
Add  3  per  cent,  commission,  as  charged 
by  the  N.  York   custom  house,   upon 
entry  2     3  6 

Duty  paid — on 

Under  the  present  tariff. 

The  duty  is  2ic.  per  lb.  on  11,2U0  lbs.  is 

Under  the  new  tariff,  1846,  the  duly  will 

be  30  per  cent.     4^75  8  0a  §4  84— is 

Dols.  365.    30  per  ct.  is 


The  present  duty  is        §280  00 
The  duty  to  be  charged    109  50 


§170  50 


[of  60^  per  ct. 
170  50  equal  to  a  reduoton. 

DUTIES  ON  IRON. 

The  same  paper  publishes  the  following  table, 
showing  the  amount  of  duty  to  be  collected  upon 
iron  under  the  new  law,  which  goes  into  operation 
on  the  1st  of  December,  and  the  rate  under  the  law 
of  1842: 

1842.  1.946. 

Anchors,  or  pans,  2|  cents  per  lb.     30  per  ct.  ad.  val. 
Anvils,  wrought       2i    do        do  do        do 

Do      cast  1      do        do  do        do 

Axletrees,  or  parts  4      do        do  do        do 

Bars  or  holts  made  who'ly  or  in  part 

by  rolling  $25  per  Ion  do        do 

Spikes  or  nails,  cut  or  wrought 

3  CIS.  per  lb.  do  do 
Nails  and  axletrees,  wrought 

4  CIS.  per  lb.  do  do 
Mill  irons  and  cranks,  wrought 

4  cts.  per  lb.  do  do 
Wrought  iron  for  ships,  locomotives, 

and  steam  engines  4  CIS  per  lb.  do  do 

Chains,  not  cables   4  do    do  do  do 
Malleable  iron  or  castings 

4  cts.  per  lb.  do  do 
Tubes  made  of  band  or  rolled  iron 

5  CIS.  per  lb.  do  do 
Saws,  each  SI  do  do 
Taggera  iron  5  percent  do  do 
Old  or  scrap  iron  $10  per  ton  do  do 
Iron  bars  or  bolls  not  manufactured 

in  whole  or  pan  by  rolling 

Sl7  per  ton  do        do 

Iron  pigs  59  per  ton  do        do 

Vessels  of  cast  iron,  no:  specified 

IJ  CIS,  per  lb.  do        do 

Castings  of  iron      1    do      do  do        do 

Glazea  or  tin  hollow  ware  and  cast- 
ings &  sad  irons  2^  els.  per  lb.  Jo        do 
Hollers'  and  tailors'  irons 

21  cts.  per  lb.  do        do- 

Cast  iron  or  butt  hinges 

.  2]  cts.  per  lb.  do        do 

Wire,  iron,  or  steel,  under  No.  11 

5  els.  per  lb.  do        do 

Do  over  14  and  not  over  25 

S  cts.  per  lb.  do        do 

Do  over  25  II  do    do  do        do 

Do  silver  or  plated  3U  per  ol.  do        do 

Iron,  round   or  square,  or  braziers' 
rods  of  3  ItialO  16  diameler 

2i  CIS.  per  lb.  do        do 

Iron  nail  or  spike  rods  &  noil  plates, 
slit,  rolled,  or  hammered 

.      ,  2^  CIS.  per  lb.  do        do 

Iron  in  sheets,  except  laggas 

2J  Cts.  per  lb.  do        do 

Hoop  iron  2"  cie.  per  lb.  do        do 

Scroll  iron  or  ca.sement  roils 
„  , ,       ,    .  21  CIS.  per  II).  do        do 

Cable   chains  or    parts 

.„      ,  ,    .         '•'*  cisp'r  lb.  do        do 

All  other  chains  not  tppcihcd,  iho 
links  being  twi..,led  or  airaight,  and 
when  sliaight   of  giLatcr   length 
than  those  used  in  eham.s  for  ca- 
bles 30  per  cent  do        do 
lllacksmiths"  liammurs  2J  cia.  lb.                do        do 
Uo               sledges,    do    do  do        do 
The  rates  of  duties  upon  these  nnicles,  compuied  ml 
valorem,  vary   from  36   to  168  per  cent.,  m  the  tiirilV  ol 
J842,— and  it  is  well  known  these  rales  were  as  rapidly 


building  up  the  iron  interests  of  this  country,  as  the  cot- 
ton and  woollen  interests  had  been  built  up.  Under 
them,  in  five  years  more,  we  should  have  been  able  to 
manufacture  at  home,  all  the  iron  and  iron  manufac- 
tuied  articles  necessary  for  home  consumption,  at  pri- 
ces as  cheap  or  cheaper  than  they  could  be  bought  at 
abroad.  This  new  tariff,  it  will  be  seen,  must  create  an 
en'ire  revolution  in  the  trade. 

The  Philadelphia  U.  Slates  Gazelle,  says:  "It  is 
stated  that  the  wages  of  the  laborers  in  the  mining 
districts  of  this  stale  will  be  reduced  one-half,  when 
the  new  tariff  comes  into  operation,  in  order  that 
something  like  a  competition  with  the  coal  mines  of 
Pictou  and  elsewhere  may  be  maintained.  This  is 
one  of  the  first  fruits  of  this  "bill  of  abominalions" 
which  the  locos  have  fastened  upon  their  country — 
and  it  is  but  one." 

The  Cumberland  (Maryland)  CivUiun  of  the  4th 
inst.,  says:  "We  regret  to  learn  that  the  Lonaconing 
company  has  suspended  operations  and  discharged 
the  hands." 

The  Tariff  of  '4G.— The  disastrous  effects  of  the 
new  tariff  bill  arc  already  beginning  to  be  felt  in  this 
city.  One  of  our  heaviest  manufacturers  of  wool- 
len goods  in  West  Moyamensing  has  stopped  his 
looms.  Others  have  made  a  reduction  of  a  cent  and 
half  a  cent  on  fabrics,  and  several  have  been  com- 
pelled to  discharge  hands.  An  extensive  iron  man- 
ufactory, v.'e  learn,  will  be  obliged  to  dischargee 
large  number  of  men  to-day;  most  of  the  manufac- 
tures of  cotton  goods  at  Fairmount  and  other  manu- 
facturing districts  of  Philadelphia  will  either  have 
to  stop,  or  make  a  reduction  of  from  25  to  50  per 
cent  on  wages.  A  new  hinge  manufactory  in  South- 
wark,  vve  hear,  will  not  be  able  to  go  on.  It  is  re. 
ported  that  the  Globe  Mill  in  Kensington  will  dis- 
charge one  or  two  hundred  hands  to-day.  We  hope, 
however,  that  the  rumor  may  iurn  out  to  be  incor- 
rect. The  poor  operative  must  from  this  time  for- 
ward suffer,  at  least  as  long  as  Mr.  IMcKay'a  bill 
shall  oonlinue  to  inflict  its  curse  upoi  the  country. 
[Plata,  ,'liiur. 

Not  to  be  cheated  twice  ! — At  a  recent  meet- 
ing of  the  democratic  citizens  of  Columbia  county, 
Pennsylvania,— a  county  which  in  1844  gave  a  ma- 
jority of  1,620  to  the  Polk  electoral  ticket— a  reso- 
lution was  adopted  against  the  McKay  tariff;  and 
another,  boldly  declaring  that  the  meeting  would 
support  "no  man  for  president  or  vice  president  of 
the  United  Slates,  or  for  congress,  who  is  opposed  to 
protection  to  American  manufactures  and  coal,  or 
whose  principles  are  of  a  doubtful  character  on  this 
subject." 

The  Philadelphia  American  Sentinel  (a  "democra- 
tic" journal,)  says: 

"The  news  of  the  passage  of  the  tariff  bill  by  the 
senate  was  received  in  this  city  by  telegraph  yester- 
day afternoon  and  caused  the  most  intense  excite- 
ment. There  was  one  burst  of  indignation  that 
Pennsylvania  had  been  grossly  deceived,  and  that 
her  best  Interests  had  been  prostrated  too,  by  the 
vote  of  George  Mifflin  Dallas,  one  of  her  own  sons 
— whom  she  has  fostered  and  cherished  for  years— 
and  who  she  had  a  right  to  expect  would  stand  bv 
her  in  the  hour  of  trial.  Mr.  Dallas  has  thrown 
the  weight  of  his  influence  into  the  southern  scale 
against  his  native  stale.  We  are  sorry  that  we  have 
to  record  this  deed  of  deep  ingratitude  to  Ihe  old 
Keystone  State.  If  Mr.  Dallas  had  by  the  remot- 
est hint,  given  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
campaign  of  1844  to  believe  that  he  would  go  with 
the  south,  for  a  southern  tariff,  he  would  not  have 
been  elected  vice  president. 

"What  makes  this  act  the  more  offensive  is,  the 
fact,  that  up  to  the  time  of  his  reaching  the  vice 
presidency,  to  have  questioned  his  Pennsylvania 
larifl  feelings,  would  have  been  considered  a  gross 
insult,  liut  now,  since  ho  has  been  looking  oii(  of 
Pennsylvania  instead  of  keeping  his  eye  upon  her 
iii(crfs/s,  he  has  grown  heedless  of  her  great  inte- 
rests. Nay,  to  such  a  distance  has  he  wandered, 
that  llie  great  mining  and  iron  interests  of  Pennsyl- 
vania have  been  wholly  prostrated  by  his  vote. — 
The  people  of  Pennsylvania  should  set  down  in 
sackcloth  and  ashes,  and  lament  over  this  great  dis- 
aster iiiliielid  upon  them,  by  unc  of  her  heretofore 
'cherished  sons.'  Should  Mr.  Dallas  live  to  the  age 
of  Malhuzalah,  ho  will  never  be  able  to  make  am- 
ple atonement  for  his  severe  onslaught  upon  the 
home  industry  of  Pennsylvania.  Farewell  to  all 
vice  presidents  for  the  future  from  Pennsylvania.— 
We  have  had  enough  of  one  to  last  us,  while  all  who 
live  now  shall  continue  to  breathe  Itio  breath  of  ex- 
istence III  our  land. 

"To  say  that  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  have  been 
horribly  deceived  on  a  question  of  immense  impor- 


tance to  her  prosperity  is  to  use  mild  and  measured 
language.  Indeed,  such  has  been  the  force  of  the 
blow,  that  Mr.  Dallas  has  given  to  the  prosperity  of 
Pennsylvania  that  it  will  never  he  forgot, en,  cr  ,ver- 
looked  by  the  patriotic  and  intelligent  i..ecple  of  our 
commonwealth. 

"We  repeat  that  we  are  sorry  that  Mr.  Dallas  has 
identified  himself  so  firmly  with  the  south,  that 
Pennsylvania  will  never  attempt  to  break  the  chains 
that  bind  him  and  the  (ree  traders  together.  What- 
ever signet  Pennsylvania  may  have  impressed  upon 
him  anterior  to  his  vole,  is  now  erased  forever." 

The  Piassage  of  McKay's  Dill. — The  most  in- 
tense excitement  pervaded  the  community  yester- 
day, in  consequence  of  the  passage  of  this  bill.  It 
engrossed  conversation,  and  the  condemnation  of 
those  by  whom  it  was  passed  was  deep  and  general. 
We  have  rarely  witnessed  such  a  quiet  but  strong 
ebullition  of  feeling,  and  if  some  of  the  legislators 
who  have  levelled  destruction  at  the  interests  of 
Pennsylvania,  could  have  walked  along  our  streets 
yesterday,  they  would  have  been  alarmed  at  the  tur- 
moil they  have  created.  [Pliila.  U.  S.  Gaz. 

The  Nashville  Union  (locofoco)  remarking  upon 
the  recent  contradictory  accounts  relative  to  the  dis- 
solution of  the  cabinet,  says: 

"How  the  truth  is  we  will  not  even  undertake  to 
guess — but  perhaps  as  soon  as  Mr.  Ritchie  gels 
through  with  skinning  Mr.  Brinkerhoff,  he  may  give 
us  light  on  the  subject.  We  prefer,  however,  that 
he  will  finish  the  job  on  hand,  and  do  it  well,  before 
he  quits." 

First  effects. — We  understand  that  the  Carpet 
Company  at  Thompsonville,  Connecticut,  yesterday 
reduced  the  wages  of  their  workmen  twenty-live  per 
cent,  in  view  of  the  effect  which  the  new  tariff  will 
immediately  have  upon  their  business.  Weavers 
who  have  received  twenty-four  to  twenty-four  and  a 
half  cents  per  yard  will  now  get  but  eighteen  cents 
for  the  same  work.  This  is  but  the  verification  of 
the  prediction  of  the  friends  of  the  whig  tariff. 

[Sjiringfield  Rep. 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Charleston 
Mercury,  says  in  relation  to  the  passage  of  the  tariff 
bill.  "The  tactics  of  the  democrats  were  admira- 
ble, and  to  no  one  is  due  more  than  to  the  venerable 
editor  of  the  Union.  Old  Blucher  coining  in  the 
nick  of  time,  as  he  did  on  the  fatal  field  of  Water- 
loo, was  not  more  decisive  of  victory,  than  the  edi- 
torial article  in  the  Union,  shonllng  BrinkerJioJf  as  a 
deserter,  and  driving  back  the  Ohio  Democrats  \o  their 
duly.  1  repeat  to  you,  it  was  that  article  which  se- 
cured the  victory — it  made  its  appearance  in  an 
opportune  moment,  and  was  successful,  and  to  the 
Napoleon  of  the  press  rightfully  belongs  the  vic- 
tory." 

A  MiST.'iKF..  The  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer,  was 
taken  in  by  Mr.  Brinkerhoff's  speech  in  the  house, 
pledging  himself  and  the  residue  of  the  Ohio  delega- 
tion against  McKay's  tariff.  Elated  at  the  valiant 
declaration  of  Brinkerhoff,  Plain  Dealer  threw  up  its 
cap  and  indulged  in  not  a  little  glorificaton  at  the 
brilliant  prospects  of  the  "democracy."  The  pay- 
master and  his  troops  having  taken  the  back  track, 
aided  by  Mr.  Wick,  of  Indianapolis,  the  Plain  Dea- 
ler bitterly  disappointed,  thus  alludes  to  the  circum- 
stance: 

IVanled,  that  "cap."  We  foolishly  flung  away  our 
cap  the  other  day,  on  hearing  the  glad  news  that  Ihe 
Ohio  delegation  had  taken  a  stand  against  the  further 
encroachments  of  the  south,  but  as  they  have  since 
"knocked  under,"  we  should  be  very  glad  if  any  one 
who  has  seen  saiJ  cap,  would  tell  where  the  same 
can  be  found.  It  is  a  "54-40"  cap,  such  as  president 
Polk,  Tom  Benton,  and  John  C.  Calhoun  used  to 
wear,  but  which  can  now  be  found  on  such  pair  iotio 
heads  only,  as  Cass,  Mannegan,  and  Allen.  It  is  no 
use  for  a  whig  or  a  "/orly-nintr"  to  attempt  to  wear 
said  cap.  It  is  too  big  for  lliem,  and  will  only  en- 
cumber their  long  cars.  Bring  on  the  cap,  and  we 
will  Iry  to  keep  it  on  our  head  in  future,  let  what  will 
happen.  We  are  growing  wiser  if  not  better. — 
"Wisdom  is  the  gray  hair  to  man,"  and  we  hare 
been  "Gray"  these  thirty  years. 

The  "Newburyport  Herald"  thus  speaks  for  Ihe 
New  England  mannfacturers  and  capitalists: 

"One  of  the  tariff  members  of  congress  from  the 
west  told  the  house  that  they  were  about  to  pass  a 
bill  to  prevent  the  Lawrences  and  other  New  Eng- 
land capitalists  from  making  their  20  per  cent,  per 
annum,  but  said  ho,  you  cannot  do  it,  and  in  the  at- 
tempt you  will  only  hurl  yourselves  and  the  manu- 
facturers of  small  capital.  These  enterprising  New 
England  capilalisls,  will  make  thisir  20  pev  (i;a(,  bj 
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importing  goods,  if  you  stop  them  from  making  it  by 
manufacturing  them;  and  he  might  have  added  for 
the  benefit  of  the  western  members  generally,  that 
if  they  arc  driven  to  it,  in  the  last  resort,  they  can 
lake  machinery  out  of  there  manufacfories  hare, 
and  put  it  in  buildings  in  England,  France,  or  Ger- 
many where  labor  is  very  low;  while  their  factory 
buildings  here  can  be  used  as  great  store  houses, 
phich  may  be   filled    when  flour  goes   down  to  $2  a 


public  expectation  were  not  prepared  for  it.  I  do 
not  say  that  there  is  not  enough  of  previous  admo- 
nition or  indication.  I  speak  of  the  fact,  and  I  think 
it  must  be  the  conviction  of  every  person  who  hears 
me,  who  has  observed  the  dcvelopnienl  of  public  sen- 
timent since  the  appearance  of  this  measure,  that  the 
country  is  surprised — greatly  surprised  at  any  pro- 
bability that  this  measure  should  receive  the  final 
. auction   of  congress  and  the  president.     Now,  sir. 


barrel,  butler  at  6  cents  a  pound,  corn  to  12i  cenis  a  j  it  seems  to  me  that  in  this  slate  of  things  with  such 

bushel,  and  other  agricultural  produce  in  proportion,  I  a  measure  before  us  at   this  advanced  season  of  the 

to  be  shipped   when  freights  are  at  a  low  figure,  to  i  year,  when  there  is  no  pressing  necessity  for  imme- 

fcad  the  operatives  in  the  mills  of  those  countries. —  '  diatc  action,  that  the   true   policy  is  to  postpone  its 

This  is  what  New  England  capital  can  do  if  driven  to  I  further  consideration.     If  this  were  a   measure  to 

the  wall;  it  is  the  natural  channel  in  which  it  must  i  raise  money   to   carry  on  a  war — if  it  were  a  niea- 

flow  in  surli  an  event;  so  that  every  man  can  see  that  sure  of  taxation--orcontraclion  of  loans — of  the  issue 


of  treasury  notes — or  a  measure  which  had  for  its 
object  the  supply  of  means  of  prosecuting  the  war, 
why  then  the  exigency  of  the  case  might  be  a  very 
just  motive  for  proceeding  to  its  immediate  conside- 
ration. But  there  is  no  man  within  the  hearing  of 
my  voice — and  1  am  happy  that  there  are  some 
within  hearing  who  are  not  of  this  chamber — [re- 
ferring 10  .Mr.  Secretary  Walker,  who  was  present 
occupying  the  scat  of  one  of  the  democratic  sena- 
tors,]— who  will  say  that  the  treasury  will  not  be  as 
conipelent — the  ability  of  the  goveromeiil  as  great 
—  its  arm  as  well  nerved  to  prosecute  the  war  in 
which  we  are  engaged  three  months  longer  if  this 
bill  did  not  pass,  as  if  itdid  pass.  Therefore  itseems 
to  me  to  be  a  case  of  consideration — and  at  the  close 
of  the  remarks  which  I  propose  to  submit  to  the  se- 
nate 1  shall  move  the  postponement  of  the  measure 


it  will  be  labor  which  will  sull'er  more  than  capitt 
in  case  any  disastrous  reaction  occurs  to  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  north." 

The  protectiosj  to  commerce-  The  Augusta 
Age,  speaking  of  the  reduction  which  the  new  tariff 
bill  proposes  in  the  articles  used  in  ship  building, 
says: — "This  reduction  not  only  operates  in  favor  of 
the  ship  builder,  but  affects,  favorably  also,  all  who 
are  engaged  in  commerce,  navigation,  and  fishing, 
by  reducing  the  cost  of  their  vessels,  and  enabling 
them  more  successfully  to  compete  with  foreigners 
engaged  in  the  same  pursuits." 

The  shipping  interest  is  the  very  last  branch  of 
industry  which  should  complain  oi  a  protective  ta 
riff.  But  for  the  protection  afforded  by  the  discri- 
minating laws   to   this   highly  important  interest,  it 

could  not  stand  a  year.  Nothing  but  prohibitory  '  till  the  next  session  of  congress 
laws  enables  it  to  "compete  with  foreigners  engaged  1  As  a  revenue  measure,  I  have  already  stated  short- 
in  the  same  pursuit."  Repeal  the  laws  which  pro- '  ly  my  opinion  of  it.  I  tliink  it  must  deceive  the 
tect  our  commerce  against  foreign  competition,  and  '  hopes  of  those  who  expect  to  derive  from  it  that 
scarcely  a  bale  of  goods  would  be  carried  in  Ame- 1  measure  of  abundant  revenue  which  they  contem- 
rican  built  vessels.  Ships  can  be  built  in  Holland  '  plate.  There  can  be  in  my  judgment  no  such  ex- 
and  in  the  North  of  Europe,  at  two  thirds  the  cost  of  j  Iraordinary  increase  of  importations  as  the  execu 
American  ships,  and  can  be  manned  and  sailed  with  |  tive  government  seems  to  anticipate.  It  is  not  in  the 
proporlionale  cheapness.  But  they  are  not  suffered,  ,  nature  of  things.  The  treasury  cannot,  in  my  opinion, 
and  it  is  proper  that  they  should  not  be,  to  engage  in  '  be  supplied  at  the  ratio  which  has  been  expected,  by 
the  coasting  trade  at  all,  nor  even  in  the  foreign,  on  j  any  possible— I  will  say  possible,  augmentation  of 
equal  terms  with  American  vessels,  except  where  ,  importations.  But  then,  sir,  when  I  say  this,  1  am 
we  have  reciprocal  treaties.  We  hear  no  psoposition  j  met  by  very  extraordinary  language.  Those  who 
to  carry  the  principle  ol  free  trade  into  our  com-  are  supposed  to  express  the  sentiments  of  the  exe- 
merce.  The  manufacturer  and  the  mechanic  are  to  caitive  on  that  subject,  say  that  it  is  a  question  with 
be  deprived  of  all  protection,  yet  they  must  pay  for  which  congress  has  nothing  to  do — nothing  at  all! — 
the  protection  of  the  ship  owner  fifty  per  cent,  ad-  That  is  a  question  for  which  the  administration  is 
ditional  freight  on  the  raw  material,  and  the  product  [  solely  responsible!  ICc  need  give  ourselves  no  trou- 
of  their  industry.  This  is  the  equal  legislation  which  I  ble!  Here  the  language  of  the  official  organ  of  the 
the  democracy  proposes!    In  this  account  we  reckon    government: 

"The  opponents  of  the  administration  complain 
that  the  law  cannot  be  fairly  administered;  and  so 
that  deficit  will  be  enlarged  by  frauds.     Now,  in  re- 


nothing  for  the  expense  of  the  navy,  which  is  chiclly 
required  for  the  protection  of  our  co  nmerce. 

[Providence  Jovrnal. 

The  New  VorU  Express  of  the  31st  ull.  says — 
"The  tariff,  more  or  less,  occupies,  the  attention  of 
all  the  presses.  Wherever  the  news  goes  it  sounds  a 
death  knell  in  the  ear  of  industry  and  enterprise. — 
No  sadder  news,  for  many  a  year,  has  reached  many 
branches  of  labor, — and  the  outcry,  therefore  is  ge- 
neral." 
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V.   S.  SENATE  — SATURDAY,  JULY  25,  1846. 

The  senate  having  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  the  bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on 
imports  and  for  other  purposes, 

Mr.  Webster  rose  and  said: — It  will  be  denied  by 
none,  Mr.  President,  that  this  subject  is  important  in 
various  aspects.  The  bill  before  the  senate  is  one 
nhich  seriously  affects  for  good  or  for  evil  the  reve- 
nue of  ihe  country  in  time  of  war.  It  also  affects 
the  interests,  occupations,  and  pursuits  of  a  vast 
number  of  the  people  of  the  United  Slates.  I  ma) 
add  thol  Ihe  great  principle  on  which  it  is  founded 
as  a  revenue  bill — that  is  to  say  that  hereafter  all 
duties  of  customs  shall  be  levied  by  an  assessment 
ad  valorem 


degree  of  confidence  and  homage.  As  a  member  of 
congress — constituting  a  very  humble  part  of  tho  le- 
gislative power,  but  entrusted  constiiutionally  as  a 
legislator  with  the  duty  of  levying  taxes  to  pay  the 
public  debt,  maintain  the  army  and  navy,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  general  defence,  1  must  be  permitted 
not  to  defer  my  conscientious  discharge  of  that  duty 
to  the  personal  and  political  responsibility  of  one  or 
all  of  the  members  uf  llio  administration  however 
respectable. 

Sir,  I  have  said  that  in  my  judgment  there  can  be 
no  such  augmented  income  from  importations  as  is 
relied  upon.  I  will  not  go  into  this  subject  at  large. 
It  has  been  discussed  satisfactorily — ably — I  will  say, 
admirably  by  gentlemen  on  this  lloor  who  have  pre- 
ceded me.  I  refer  particularly  to  the  incomparable 
speech  of  my  friend,  the  member  of  tho  senate  from 
Ihe  slate  of  IMaiiie,  (.Mr.  Evans).  Since  my  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  it,  and  since  he  has  reminded 
us  that  the  period  of  his  service  withm  these  walls 
is  about  to  expire,  I  take  this  occasion,  even  in  this 
senate,  and  in  his  own  presence  to  .-.ay,  that  his  re- 
tirement will  bo  a  serious  loss  lo  this  government 
aiid  this  country.  He  has  been  some  sixteen  or 
eighteen  years  in  the  public  service.  He  had  de- 
voted himself  especially  lo  studying  and  understand- 
ing Ihe  revenue  and  the  liuancBs  of  Ihe  counlry,  and 
he  understands  the  subject  as  well  as  any  gentleman 
connected  with  the  government,  since  the  days  of 
Crawford  and  Gallatin.  Nay,  as  well  as  cither  of 
these  gentlemen  ever  understood  it.  I  hope  ho  may 
yet  be — I  am  glad  to  know  that  he  will  be  with  usona 
session  more,  that  we  may  have  the  benelit  of  his  ad- 
vice and  assistance  in  that  financial  crisis, which  in  ray 
judgment  IS  sure  to  arise  if  this  war  continues  and  Ihij 
bill  pass.  And  I  can  only  say,  that  retire  when  ho 
will,  he  will  carry  with  him  the  good  wishes  of  eve- 
ry member  of  this  body — the  general  C'teem  and  re- 
gard of  the  country — and  (placing  his  hand  upon  his 
heart  and  bowing  to  Mr.  Evans)  Ihe  coflial  attach- 
ment of  bis  friends,  political  and  personal. 

But  those  who  argue  in  favor  of  an  augmentation 
to  this  extern  from  increase  of  exporl;itiuns  seem  lo 
forget — to  forget  altogether — what  is  as  common  a 
trulh  as  any  other  truth,  that  there  can  be  such  a 
thing  as  over  produ^ion.  It  has  happened  many 
times  wilhin  my  short  experience  in  public  life. — 
There  may  be  produced  in  England  and  in  this  coun- 
lry more  manulactured  articles  than  bolh  countries 
together  w  ith  all  that  they  can  sell  to  the  rest  of  the 
world  can  consume,  and  that  creates  what  is  com- 
monly called  a  "glut"  in  the  market.  That  there  is 
an  indefinite  power  of  consumption,  is  assumed  by 
all  those  who  think  that  an  indefinite  extent  of  im- 
portation may  be  expected.  The  hon.  member  from 
iVlaine  stated  with  great  truth  and  propriety  that  the 


ply  to  this,  we  urge  that  there  are  mailers  in  which  augmentalioii  of  unports,  drawing  alter  it  or  sup 
the  opposition  may,  as  we  think,  very  properly  leave  I  posing  to  draw  after  it  an  augmeulalion  of  exports, 
the  administsalion  lo  look  out  for  its  own  interests  j  went  upon  the  ground  of  an  augmented  consumption 
and  lake  care  of  itself.  If  the  government  measure  [  on  both  sides.  Well,  be  it  forever  remembered  that 
is  about  to  injure  the  counlry — to  break  up  the  bu- !  there  is  a  limit  to  the  powerof  consumption  both  on 


siness  of  men  and  throw  their  affairs  into  confus 
or,  if  again,  Ihe  measure  proposed  by  the  govern- 
ment isin  itself  oppressive,  or  unjust,  or  unequal,  or 
if  the  country  want  a  tariff  for  proteclion,  instead 
of  a  tarift'  for  revenue — then  it  is  very  proper  for  an 
opposition,  speaking  in  behalf  of  the  counlry,  lode- 
rnonslale  such  to  be  the  case.  But  our  opposition 
seems  to  have  a  most  parental  and  guardian  anxiely 
lest  the  administration,  if  left  to  ilself,  should  here- 
after fii.d  itself  embarrassed  by  the  want  of  funds." 
Why,  sir, — why,  sir,  who  is  it  that  writes — who  is 
it  that  dictates — who  is  it  that  sanctions  such  pre- 
sumption— such  arrogance — such  folly  as  this.'  The 
congress  of  the  United  Slates  have  nothing  to  do 
Willi  the  collection  of  the  revenue  and  all  the  inter- 
ests connected  with  revenue!  That  is  allogellier  an 
afiair  of  the  administration!  Why  congress  has  ap- 
propriated at  this  session  some  fifty  or  sixty  millions 
of  dollars  for  military  and  naval,  and  internal,  and 
pacific,  and  other  purposes — hut  it  is  no  affair  of 
congress  whether  the  treasury  shall  be  conipelent  lo 
fulfil  these   appropriations!     We    have  a  public  debl 


3  an   enlireiy  new  principle  in  Ibis  go 
vernment.  1  may  say  loo  thai  in  respect  to  the  prin-  i  — we  have  issucd'trcasury  notes;  but  it  is'no  affair  of 
cipal  praolical  measures  of  this  bill— its  rate  of  im    \  congress  whether  the  public   credit  shall  be  sustain 


position  and  its  distribution  of  it  upon  several  arti- 
cles of  import  are  quite  new.  And  I  suppose  I  may 
add,  without  offence  to  any  gentleman  or  any  party, 
what  I  ihink  must  appear  evident  to  all  who  will 
examine  the  bill,  that  it  is  not  drawn  with  remark- 
able care,  cither  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  just 
collection  of  tl;e  revenue  upon  the  principles  of  the 
bill,  or  for  a  just  distribution  of  taxes  and  assess- 
ments of  imporlations  according  lo  the  principle  of 
the  bill  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  President,  it  appears   sirange — but   after  all 


ed,  its  obligations  redeemed  or  these  treasury  notes 
paid — that's  an  affair  of  the  administration!  We 
may  trust  to  the  aduiinislration  to  take  care  of  all 
thai  while  it  takes  care  of  itself! 

Sir,  I  have  great  respect — all  degree  of  personal 
respect,  and  proper  official  respect  for  the  persons 
composing  the  administration;  but  when  I  am  asked, 
shall  the  great  interests  connected  with  the  revenue 
of  this  country — the  security  of  the  public  failh — the 
means  of  fulfilling  the  appropriations  of  congress — 
the  means  of  maintaining  armies  and  navies  in  lime 


we  must  admit  the  fact,  that  the  appearance  of  this  of  war — when  1  am  asked  to  balance  all  these  great 
bill  in  the  house,  with  a  prospect  of  its  pjssage,  has]  and  momentous  interests  against  the  responsihilily 
struck  the  country  suddenly.  It  has  brought  abouiiof  a  respectable  president  and  a  respectable  sccre- 
a  degree  of  surprise.     The  public  judgment  and  thej  lary  of  the  treasury,  I  pause — I  forbear  from  that  j  lo  me  by  a  very  respectable  source  iu  New  York 


one  side  and  the  other.  That  has  happened  fre- 
quently, ll  may  happen  again.  There  may  be  an 
excess  of  production,  and  therefore  it  is  tlial  1  hold 
it  to  be  exceedingly  uncertain,  and  fallacious  to  rely 
for  revenue  in  time  of  war  upon  a  matter  so  theo- 
retical as  that  we  shall  have  a  vast  augmention  of 
imporlalions,  with  capacily  to  pay  for  them  and  a 
desire  lo  consume  them.  1  think  that  if  such  an  im- 
portation should  take  place,  lUiich  I  do  not  expect 
and  cannot  anticipate,  we  could  not  pay  for  ii.  Sir, 
what  are  our  means  lor  paying  for  the  importation 
of  foreign  manufactured  ariicles,  in  this  country.'— 
They  are  two.  They  are  oui  exports,  in  the  first 
place,  and  they  are  the  earnings  of  freight — of  na- 
vigation— ihe  freight  earned,  m  the  second  place. — 
For  cairying  out  our  expurtalioiis  we  earn  a  freight. 
For  bringing  foreign  commodities  home  we  earn  a 
freight.  Our  ability  thereioic  to  discharge  foreign 
debt  incurred  by  iuiporlatio.is  consists  in  the  extent 
of  our  exports  and  our  earnings  of  freight.  If  any 
thing  beyond  that,  it  must  be  ihe  drain  of  the  com- 
mon currency  of  the  world,  specie,  to  the  extent  that 
we  possess  it.  I  take  tliat  lo  be  the  trulh.  Well, 
now  I  will  say  two  or  three  things  upon  Ihis  mailer 
of  expected  importations,  although  I  do  not  intend 
to  go  at  any  length  into  Ihat  subject.  I  beg  Ihe  at- 
tention of  the  hon.  member  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
mittee on  finance,  and  all  others,  to  this  considera- 
tion, which  1  hope  has  been  well  weighed.  Has  it 
been  considered,  or  has  it  not — what  will  be  tlie  loss 
of  revenue  for  the  ensuing  quarter  if  this  bill  pass, 
by  debenture  and  re-exporialion.'  There  is  in  the 
counlry  a  vast  quantity  of  merchandize  imported  at 
high  duties.  Alter  the  first  day  of  December  next, 
if  this  hill  passes,  all  that  will  come  in  at  a  greatly 
reduced  d'lly.  Il  is  now  all  liable  to  re-t-xporlation 
and  ucuenlure.  Take  the  cases  of  brandies — and 
there  are  many  others  in  a  memorandum   furnished 
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nuite  friendly  to  the  government,  and  wishing  it  all  I      It  does  appear  to  mo  then  that  we  are  to  make  this 
success— they  now  pny  one  dollar  a  gallon,  and  have    great  change   in  our  whole  system  of  revenue,  we 


becn  purchased  at  51)  cents  per  gallon.  The 
then  fifty  cents  to  be  made  on  every  gallon  of  bandy 
in  the  United  States,  if  it  can  bo  carried  out  of  the 
country  now,  and  brought  in  on  the  first  of  Decern 
bcrnext.  Is  there  not?  Sir,  it  will  all  go  to  Cuba. 
So  of  carpels  and  many  other  articles. 

Well,  sir,  since  this  particular  subject  is  mention- 
ed, I  will  beg  to  ask,  whether  the  amount  of  losses 
on  these  articles  has  been  duly  considered.'  I  know 
that  there  has  been  a  general  estimate  of  the  trea- 
sury, as  to  what  will  be  the  amount  of  revenue  un- 
der this  bill,  and  under  deductions  from  the  probable 
amount  of  the  bill  of  '42,  but  since  this  subject  of 
the  brandies  has  occurred  to  me,  I  would  suggest 
what  has  been  stated  from  the  very  highest  mercan- 
tile authority,  altogether  favorable,  as  I  have  said, 
to  the  government,  whether  it  has  been  known,  and 
is  now  known  thai  on  brandies  and  on  spices, pimen- 
to, and  things  of  that  sort,  a  loss  of  three  millions  a 
year  will  occur  under  this  tariff.  Here  is  the  calcu- 
lation, from  what  may  be  called  good  authority. — 
But  1  am  not  going,  as  I  said,  under  that  branch  of 
the  case.  1  say  that  we  have  no  means  of  paying 
for  this  expected  excess  of  importation,  except  by 
exports  and  freight.  Now,  how  are  we  to  increase 
our  exports?  Not  in  manufactured  goods,  which 
now  constitute  a  considerable  part  of  our  esporta- 
tions,  because  this  bill  is  an  axe  laid  to  the  root  of 
that  productive  tree.  It  strikes  down  at  once,  the 
main  interest  which  sustains  these  exportations.  It 
is  not,  therefore,  from  manufactured  goods  that  we 
can  expect  this  increase.  Well,  then,  from  what 
can  we  expect  it.'  Why  we  have  some  national  ar- 
ticles to  export — cotton — tobacco.  Now  does  any 
body  suppose  that  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  millions  of 
augmented  exportation  of  cotton  can  possibly  take 
place?  Allow  me  to  put  the  question  to  those  con- 
cered  in  this  case — those  practically  concerned  in 
this  great  interest.  As  the  product  of  cotton  in- 
creases, the  tendency  in  price  is  downwards — non 
sci/utliir — that  if  we  produce  so  many  more  millions, 
just  in  that  extent  does  our  means  of  importation 
increase.  The  question  is,  whether  there  is  any  rea- 
sonable expectotion  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  that 
we  shall  so  increase  our  cxgprts  of  cotton  as  that 
the  value  of  the  cotton  exported  shall  amount  to 
twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  millions  of  dollars  additional? 
Does  any  man  believe  it? 

Wo  are  falling  in,  as  is  supposed,  to  a  conformity 
with  the  proposition  offered  in  the  English  parlia- 
ment in  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws.  We  are  great- 
ly to  increase  our  exportation  of  wheat  and  Indian 
corn.  On  that  point  it  will  be  more  convenient  for 
me  to  speak  in  another  part  of  my  remarks.  But 
now  as  to  freight;  which,  as  I  have  said,  constitutes 
one  of  our  means  of  paying  foreign  importations; 
what  chance  is  there  (or  them?  Why,  the  effect  of 
this  bill  IS  to  diminish  freights  and  to  affect  the  na- 
vigating interests  of  the  Unitod  States  more  serious- 
ly— most  deeply,  and  therefore  it  is  that  all  the  ship- 
owners of  the  United  Slates  without  an  exception 
so  far  as  we  hear  from  them,  remonstrate  against 
this  bill.  It  IS  said  to  be  in  favor  of  free  trade 
against  monopoly.  Every  man  connected  with  trade 
is  against  it;  and  this  leads  me  to  asli,  and  I  ask  with 
earnestness  and  hope  to  receive  an  answer, — at 
whose  request,  at  whose  recomuiendalion — for  the 
promotion  of  what  interest  is  this  measure  introduc- 
ed? Is  it  for  the  imporling  merchants?  They  all 
reject  it  to  a  nu.n.  Is  it  for  the  owners  of  the  navi. 
gation  of  the  country?  They  remonstrate  against  it 
to  a  man.  The  whole  internal  industry  of  the  coun- 
try opposes  it.  Ttie  shipping  interest  opposes  it. — 
The  importing  interest  opposes  it.  Who  is  it  that 
calls  lor  it  or  proposes  it?  Who  asks  for  it?  Who? 
lias  there  been  one  petition  presented  for  it  from  any 
quarter  of  the  country?  lias  a  single  individual  in 
the  United  States  come  up  here  and  told  jou  thut 
his  interest  would  be  protected  and  jiromoted  and 
advanced  by  the  passage  of  a  measure  like  this?  Sir, 
there  is  an  imperative  unity  of  the  public  voice  the 
other  way — altogether  the  other  way.  And  when 
we  are  told  that  the  public  requires  this  and  that  llie 
people  re(|uire  it,  wc  are  to  umlerstaiid  by  the  public 
certain   political  men   who  have  adopted   the  shib 


are  to  bring  this  great  change  over  all  the  depart- 
ments of  private  life  to  produce  this  effect  on  all 
the  industral  classes  of  the  community,  on  a  mere 
theory — a  theory  that  suggests  that  all  the  interests 
of  the  country  are  severely  taxed  to  maintain  the 
manufacturers.  Now,  sir,  the  purpose  which  I  have 
in  view  will  not  allow  me  so  far  to  wander  from  the 
course  of  may  remarks  as  to  enter  into  that,  yet  1 
must  say  that  the  notions  which  prevail  in  the  trea- 
sury department  and  in  the  executive  government 
on  that  subject  appear  to  me  to  be  almost  insane. — 
We  were  told  at  the  early  part  of  the  session,  that 
the  taxed  portion  of  the  community  paid  fifty  mil- 
lins  to  the  manufacturers; — it  has  now  got  up  to 
ninety-four  millions!  Mr.  President,  if  respectable 
and  intelligent  men  of  palriotic  purposes,  good  in- 
tentions and  great  respectability  in  many  walks  of 
life,  private  and  public,  ever  were  seen  with  a  mo- 
nomania, that  disease  has  taken  foot  hold  of  those 
who  come  to  us  with  such  statements  and  sentiments 
as  these?  How  else  account  for  a  zeal  for  over- im- 
portation— svhich  looks  for  a  paradise  on  earth  if  we 
can  only  be  surrounded  with  British  manufactures 
without  stint  and  without  bound!  1  will  not  go  into 
that  part  of  the  case.  But  all  I  do  say,  there  is  no 
public  demandor  public  desire  manifested  for  this  bill. 
Then,  since  it  is  not  called  for  by  any  exigency  int  he 
govern  ment — for  nobody  will  deny  tha  t  the  govern- 
ment will  go  on  quite  as  well  without  it  if  not  better 
without  it — since  it  is  not  called  for  by  any  demand  of 
of  the  people,  can  we  justify  ourselves  by  one  sin- 
gle fact  in  making  all  this  change  in  the  revenue  of 
the  country,  and  the  business  of  the  country,  that 
this  bill    evidently  must  introduce? 

Now,  sir,  I  propose  to  consider  this  bill  as  a  mea- 
sure for  collecting  all  duties  received  at  the  customs 
ud  valorem. 

Secondly,  to  consider  its  effects  on  certain  inter- 
ests heretofore  supposed  to  be  protected  Dy  former 
laws. 

Thirdly,  I  propose  to  consider  the  effect  of  the 
measure  upon  the  navigation  and  commercial  inter- 
ests of  the  country — a  topic  of  very  deep  interest 
which  has  not  as  yet  been  fully  disposed  of  in  this 
discussion. 

Fourthly,  1  propose  to  consider  the  effect  of  the 
measure  on  the  great  industral  employments  and  la- 
bor of  the  people. 

I  must  be  permitted  to  say  with  great  respect  for 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  for  whom  I  entertain 
great  personal  respect — that  I  enter  upon  this  dis- 
cussion under  some  disadvantages.  VVe  do  not  hear 
from  the  other  side.  We  he;ir  no  defence  of  this 
bill.  An  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  McDuffie)  said  that  "the  bill  vindicates  itself." 
That  is  so  far  true  as  this — if  it  did  not  vindicate 
itself  it  is  not  vindicated  at  all.  Nobody  here  stands 
sponsor  for  it.  Nobody  here  answers  tiie  objections 
which  are  suggested.  I  see  on  the  opposite  side,  sir, 
gentlemen  of  the  highest  character  in  this  country 
and  of  the  longest  experience  in  this  government^ 
gentlemen  who  have  debated  questions  great  and 
small  for  thirty  years — gentlemen  properly  consider- 
ed as  being  amongst  those  from  whom  selection  is 
to  be  made  for  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
people,  and  yet  on  this  question — as  important  I  will 
undertake  to  say  as  any  which  has  been  discussed 
in  congress  from  the  formation  of  the  constitution 
— we  hear  from  tho-c  ^eiitlemen  not  a  word!  They 
hear  us  patiently.  They  appear  to  be  attentive  and 
thoughtful.  They  have  "charactered"  in  their  me- 
mory at  least  one  of  the  precepts  of  Polonius — "G  ive 
thy  thoughts  no  tongue!"  ll,aughter.]  They  "give 
their  thoughts  no  tongue."  1  trust  they  will  remem- 
ber the  next — "Nor  any  unproportioned  thought  his 
act."  [Renewed  laughter.]  They  are  obedient  to 
an  old  adage — "Be  checked  for  silence  but  never 
taxed  for  speech."  They  don't  mean  to  to  be  taxed 
for  speech,  whatever  else  they  mean  to  be  taxed  for! 
[Laughter.] 

Now  it  is  not  for  me  to  put  it  to  those  gentlemen 
— It  is  a  consideration  which  if  it  arise  at  all  must 
arise  in  their  own  bosom.  Whether  they  can  stand 
and  stake  their  reputation  on  this  measure  endorsed 


bolcth  ol  party  for  the  public — certain  persons  who  I  as  it  is  by  them?  1  may  not  put  this  question — 1  may 
have  symbols  and  ensigns  and  party  Hags  for  the  pco-  not  follow  out  the  suggestion — 1  will  not  follow  out 
pie,  and  that's  all.  1  aver  sir,  that  is  all.  I  call  upon  \  the  guggcstion  made  from  the   bosom  of  themselves 


any  man  who  is  wiihiii  these  walls  to  stand  up  and 
tell  mo  what  public  interest— what  portion  of  men 
in  business — who  ainongt  all  who  earn  their  living 
on  the  6cu  or  on  the  land,  in  the  field  of  agriculture 
or  ill  the  workshop  of  ihe  arlizan — who  amongst 
them  all  comes  u)i  here  and  aakn  lor  such  a  measure 
as  this?  Not  a  man.  If  there  arc  persons  out-doors 
III  favor  of  tins  bill,  why  then,  sir,  1  can  only  say, 
bilcnce  is  cuntagiuuj  and  its  fricndj  out  doors  arc  as 
mule  as  its  Iiiuuilj  lu-duuia. 


and  their  own  party.  But  I  may  well  ask  tl 
are  but  in  the  contemplation  of  the  constitution 
holding  common  council — wc  come  hither  to  confer, 
to  exchange  ideas,  to  he  advised  if  we  may  by  an 
interchange  of  sentiment — if  our  friends  on  the 
other  hide  of  the  chamber  will  not  adopt  our  reasons 
or  offer  us  theirs — but  if  they  see  grounds  upon 
which  they  can  vote  for  this  bill  with  propriety  and 
safely  why  will  Ihey  not  state  those  groiimls  to  us? — 
if  to  all  that  is  ui't^ed  against  the  wea:>ui'6  on  this 


side,  answers  arise  spontaneous  in  their  breasts,  why 
not  give  them  audible  expression?  We  state  our 
reasons — we  ask  for  theirs — wc  get  no  reply.  Wo 
say,  having  offered  our  own  sentiments — 

Si  quid  novisti,  rectius  istis 
Candidus  imperle;  si  non 
His  utere  mecum. 

They  wont  impart  their  clear  perception  of  this 
bill.  The  superior  light  that  illuminates  ther  breasts 
and  enables  them  to  see  that  this  bill  is  safe  for  the 
country  and  proper  for  the  occasion,  sheds  no  rays 
upon  us.  They  are  as  silent  as  they  will  be  fifty 
years  hence.  • 

[ad  valorem  and  specific  ni'TlES.] 
Mr.  President,  I  now  proceed  to  that  branch  of 
the  subject  to  which  I  proposed  first  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  senate.  The  proposition  of  this  bill 
is  to  collect  all  duties  and  customs  by  a  universal  ad 
valorem  assessment — not  an  equal  assessment,  but  a 
system  of  ad  valoretn  duties  entirely.  Now  that  has 
not  been  the  practice  of  the  government  at 
any  lime  since  its  organization.  In  every  adminis- 
tration from  that  of  Washington,  down  as  far  as  I 
have  known,  a  contrary  system  has  always  prevail- 
ed. And  the  desire  of  Ihose  who  have  formed  and 
administered  the  laws  in  this  respect  has  been  to 
carry  the  principles  of  specific  duties  as  far  and  as 
fast  as  circumstances  allowed.  That  I  take  to  be 
the  policy  of  the  government  from  tiie  first  and  it 
has  been  the  sentiment  of  all  concerned  with  the 
government  so  far  as  1  know.  I  ought  perhaps  to 
make  an  apology  or  an  exception  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Clay.  1  said  here  the  other  day,  that  1  had  never 
heard  a  public  man  advocate  a  system  of  ad  valorem 
duties.  The  newspapers  say — perhaps  very  correct- 
ly— that  I  was  mistaken — that  Mr.  Clay  had  made 
remarks  favorable  to  that  system  in  the  year  1S42.  I 
was  not-in  the  senate  then  and  1  did  not  know  thatsuch 
sentiments  v/ere  expressed  by  him;  and  if  they  are 
correctly  reported  lam  very  sorry  that  such  senti- 
ments were  expressed  by  him. 

Mr.  Crillendcn  here  said — -will  the  senator  pardon 
me  while  I  interrupt  him  for  a  moment,  in  order  to 
offer  an  explanation.  Mr.  Clay's  remarks  had  re- 
ference solely  to  home  valuation. 

Mr.  ll'ebstcr  proceeded — \W.  that  explains  the 
whole  matter.  VVell,  it  is  a  great  relief  to  my  mind. 
I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the  honorable  senator. — 
Mr.  Clay's  proposition  then  was — "if  you  will  bring 
the  article  here  and  value  it  here  independent  of  the 
foreign  invoice,  why  then  1  will  take  that  system  of 
valuation."  Well  that  and  this  are  wide  as  the  poles 
apart.  The  qualification  of  the  principle  makes  it 
sensible,  perhaps  safe.  A  home  valuation  by  judges 
of  our  own  appointment  here,  is  one  thing,  but  a  va- 
luation founded  on  foreign  invoices  and  the  allega- 
tions of  foreign  coses  and  foreign  oaths  is  another 
and  quite  a  different  thing.  I  am  glad  to  find,  there- 
fore, that  Mr.  Clay's  authority  stands  exactly  where 
it  should  stand  on  such  a  question  at  this,  in  strict 
conformity  with  his  knowledge,  his  experience,  and 
his  character. 

Well,  in  the  some  year,  1842,  the  present  secreta- 
ry of  state,  in  the  strongest  language,  went  on  to 
reason  upon  the  entire  necessity,  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  carrying  the  principle  of  specification  in 
laying  duties  as  far  as  possible.  Standing  here  in 
this  place,  Rlr.  Buchanan  said— "I  am  not  only  op- 
posed to  any  uniform  scale  of  ad  valorem  duties,  but 
to  any  and  all  except  in  cases  where  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  article  imported  it  is  not  possible  to  lay 
any  but  an  ad  valorem  duly."  Hear  what  the  honor- 
able gentleman  declared  on  that  occasion: 

"1  am  (said  Mr.  B.)  not  only  opposed  to  any  uni- 
form scale  of  ad  valorem,  but  to  any  and  all  ad  valo- 
rem duties  whatever,  except,  where  from  the  nature 
of  the  article  imported  it  is  not  possible  to  subject 
it  to  a  specific  duty.  Our  own  severe  experience 
has  taught  us  a  lesson  on  this  subject  which  wc  ought 
not  soon  to  forgot.  I  cannot  refrain  from  adverting 
to  some  of  my  reasons  for  this  opinion. 

"Our  ad  valorem  system  has  produced  great  frauds 
upon  the  revenue,  whilst  it  has  driven  the  regular 
American  merchant  from  the  business  of  importing, 
and  placed  it  almost  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the 
.igcnts  of  British  manufacturers.  The  American 
importer  produces  his  invoice  to  the  collector,  con- 
taining the  actual  price  at  which  the  imports  were 
collected  abroad;  and  he  pays  the  fair  and  regular 
duty  upon  this  invoice.  Not  so  the  British  agent. — 
The  foreign  manufacturer,  in  his  invoice,  reduces 
the  price  of  the  articles  which  he  intends  to  import 
into  our  country  to  the  lowest  possible  standard 
which  he  thinks  will  cn.ible  Ihcin  to  pass  through  the 
cuslom  house  without  being  seized  for  fraud;  and  the 
business  has  been  hitherto  managed  with  so  mucli 
ingenuity  as  generally  to  escape  detection.  The 
consequence  is,  that  the  British  a;;enl  passes  the 
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goods  of  his  employer  through  the  custom  house  on 
the  payment  of  a  much  lower  duly  than  the  fair 
American  merchant  is  compelled  to  pay.  In  this 
manner  he  is  undersold  in  (he  market  by  the  foreign- 
er, and  thus  is  driven  from  the  competition,  whilst 
the  public  revenue  is  fraudulently  reduced. 

"Again:  ad  valorem  duties  deprive  the  American 
manufaclurer  of  nearly  all  the  benefits  of  inciden- 
tal protection  where  it  is  most  required.  When  the 
business  of  the  country  is  depressed,  as  it  is  at  pre- 
sent; and  when  the  price  of  foreign  articles  sinks  to 
far  less  than  their  cost,  your  duty  sinks  in  the  same 
proportion,  and  you  are  aho  deprived  of  revenue  at 
the  time  when  it  is  most  ni^eded. 

"Our  own  experience,  therefore,  ought  to  have 
convinced  us  that,  whenever  it  is  possible,  from  the 
the  nature  of  the  article,  we  ought  to  substitute  spe- 
cific for  ad  valorem  duties.  These  continue  to  be 
the  same  upon  the  same  articles,  notwithslanding  the 
constant  fluctuations  in  prices.  They  alTord  a  steady 
revenue  to  the  country,  and  an  equally  steady  inci- 
dental protection.  Wlicn  commodities  are  usually 
sold  by  weight  or  by  muaiurc,  you    may  always  sub 


Following  the  suggestion  in  Mr.  Crawford's  letter 
that  there  might  be  a  propriety  in  increasing  the  list 
of  specific  duties,  this  resolution  of  the  house  rails 
for  further  information  and  expression  of  opinion  on 
the  subject.  And  here  is  the  circular  which  in  con- 
sequence of  that,  Mr.  Crawford  addressed  to  the  col- 
lectors: 

(circular.) 
Treasury  nqmrtmcnl,  25(/t  May.  ISIS. 

Sir:  As  the  revenue  of  the  United  Slates  is  now 
exclusively  derived  from  imports  and  tonnage,  and 
from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  It  is  extremely  im- 
portant to  render  both  si/s(t»is  as  perfect  as  the  nature 
of  human  institutions  will  permit. 

The  certainty  with  which  specific  duties  are  col- 
lected, give  them  a  decided  advantage  orcrdulies  laid 
upon  the  value  of  the  article.  It  is  probable  that 
the  most  tin;)or(a)ii  change  which  can  be  made  in  the 
svsTEM  will  be  tlie  subsiidilioji  of  specie  for  ad  valo- 
rem duties  upon  all  articles  susceptible  of  that 
change. 

Sensible  of  the  importance  of  this  change,  the  house 
of  representatives,  at  llie   close  of  the  last  session, 


be  done 

"Let  us,  then,  abandon  the  idea  of  a  uniform  ho- 
rizontal scale  of  ad  valorem  duties;  and  whether  the 
duties  be  high  or  low,  let  us  return  to  the  ancient 
practice  of  the  govornnicnt.  Let  us  adopt  wise  dis- 
criminations; and,  whenever  this  can  be  done,  im- 
pose specific  duties." 

Well,  sir,  now  let  me  say  that  it  is  proper  for  us 
in  my  judgment,  before  ive  go  on  this  new  and  un- 
tried system,  to  require  the  opinions  of  practiced  and 
experienced  men  who  have  gone  before  us.  On 
February  -28,  1817,  the  house  of  represcntalives  on 
motion  of  iMr.  lugham,  of  Pennsylvania,  came  to  this 
resolution: 

February  28th,  1817. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham — 
Resolved,  Thai  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  congress,  at  the  next  session, 
such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual execution  of  the  laws  for  the  collection  of 
the  duties  on  imported  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dize. 

In  answer  to  this  Mr.  Crawford  after  having  re- 
commended various  new  provisions  for  the  preven- 
tion of  fraud,  said: 

"Whatever  may  be  the  reliance  which  ought  to 
be  placed  in  the  elGcacy  of  the  foregoing  provisions, 
it  13  certainly  prudent  to  diminish,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, the  list  of  articles  paying  ad  valorem  duties. 
"The  best  examination  which  circumstances  have 
permitted,  has  resulted  in  the  conviction  that  the 
following  list  of  articles,  now  paying  ad  valorem 
duties,  may  be  subjected  to  specific  duties." 

Then  follows  the  list  amounting  to  seventy-one  in 
all.  (See  Slate  Papers,  Finances,  vol.  3,  p.  236  )  — 
Well,  then,  in  answer  to  the  call  of  the  house  as  to 
what  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  by  congress  for 
the  greater  security  of  the  public  revenue,  Mr.  Craw- 
ford in  a  series  of  suggestions  amounting  I  tiiink  to 
twenty-two,  adds  "alter  all,  the  true  course  is  to  go 
as  far  as  possible  on  the  line  of  specific  duties." 

At  the  next  session  of  congress  having  received  that 
intimation  of  Mr.  Crawford's  opinion,  Mr.  Ingham 
moved  another  resolution,  as  follows: 

April  20th,  1818. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Ingham — 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  congress  at  their  next  session, 
what  further  improvement  it  may  be  practicable  to 
make  in  the  tantf  of  duties  on  imported  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandize,  by  charging  specific  duties  upon 
articles  which  are  now  charged  with  duties  ad  valo- 
rem. 

Treasury  Department,  F,b.  8th,  1819. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  of  the  20lh  of  April,  1818,  directing 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  "to  report  to  congress 
at  its  next  session  what  further  improvement  it  may 
be  practicable  to  make  in  the  larjlf  duties  upon  im- 
ported goods,  wares,  and  merctiaiidize,  by  charging 
specific  duties  ad  valorem,"  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  enclosed  list  of  articles,  exhibiting  the  ori- 
ginal cost,  the  freight,  insurance,  and  commissions, 
where  it  has  been  practicable;  the  present  ad  valo- 
rem duty  reduced  to  a  specific  form;  and  the  specific 
duty  which  it  is  conceived  may  be  imposed  upon 
them,  respectively,  consistent  with  the  public  inte- 
rest. 

It  is  probable  that  this  list  may  be  considerably 
extended,  sliould  the  subject  receive  no  final  dispo- 
sition during  the  present  session.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
The  hon.  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
These  articles   amount   to  155  in  number.     [See 
slate  papers,  finances,  vol.  3,  p.  415,  '16,  &.C.] 


ject  them  to  a  specific  duty;  and  this  ought  always  to  !  aJopted  a   resolution   directing   the  secretary  of  the 

treasury  "to  report,  &c. 

In  complying  with  this  resolution,  I  must  avail 
myself  of  the  experience  which  you  have  acquired 
in  the  discharge  of  your  oflicial  duties. 

To  place  this  department,  as  well  as  the  house  of 
representatives,  in  a  situation  to  judge  of  the  propriety 
of  making  the  change  upon  such  articles  as  you  may 
suppose  to  be  susceptible  of  it,  I  will  thank  you  to  pre- 
sent them  in  tlie  form  of  the  statement  annexed  [not 
preserved]to  this  communication,showing  the  original 
cost  of  the  article,  the  expense  of  freight,  commis- 
sions and  insurance,  the  rate  of  nd  valorem  duty  now 
paid,  and  its  amount  in  the  form  of  a  specific  duty, 
and  the  specific  duly  proposed  to  be  laid  xipon  it. 
1  am,  &c.,  &c. 
(Signed)  WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

P.  S.  Is  it  practicable  to  subject  cloths  of  wool, 
cotton,  or  flax,  &c.,  &c.,  lo  specific  duties,  by  com- 
bining the  number  of  threads  in  a  given  extent,  with 
the  weight  of  the  cloth?  It  is  asserted  by  some  of 
the  English  manufacturers  to  be  entirely  practicable 
by  the  aid  of  magnifying  glasses  constructed  for  that 
object. 

(circular.) 
Treasury  Department,  JVoi'.  ll(/i,  1817. 
Sir:  The  house  of  representatives  having  by  re- 
solution required  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  re- 
fer to  congress,  at  the  next  session,  such  measures 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  more  effectual  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  1  have  to  request 
that  you  will  inform  me  whether,  in  the  discharge 
of  your  official  duties,  any  important  defects  have 
been  detected  in  the  existing  provisions. 

As  it  is  only  by  experience  that  any  system  of  re- 
venue can  be  brought  to  approximate  to  a  state  of 
perfection,  it  is  important  to  collect  into  a  general 
mass  the  practical  experience  of  the  intelligent  of- 
ficers employed  in  superintending  the  immtdiale  ex- 
ecution of  the  system. 

You  will  therefore  have  the  goodness,  in  pointing 
out  existing  defects,  to  present  to  the  department  the 
provisons   best  calculated    in  your  opinion,  lo  effect 
the   object   contemplated    by    the   national    legisla- 
ture. 
An  early  attention  to  this  subject  is  requested. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c. 
(Signed)  WM.   II.  CRAWFOP^D,  &c. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  great  fact  that  makes  ad  va- 
lorem duties  unsafe  as  a  general  principle  of  finan"e? 
1  must  confess  ray  utter  consternation  the  other  day 
when  I  heard  the  hon.  chairman  of  Uie  committee  of 
finance  (Mr.  Lewis)  say  that  he  did  not  believe  that 
a  case  of  fraudulent  under-valuation  had  ever  been 
made  out.  Why  it  is  the  notoriety  of  a  thousand 
such  cases  occurring  everywhere — in  this  government 
and  in  all  governments  where  the  system  of  ad  va- 
lorem duties  prevails  and  the  value  is  fixed  upon  the 
invoices  or  the  proof  from  abroad — it  is  the  notorie- 
ty of  a  thousand  such  cases  of  fraud  that  led  to  the 
adoption  of  this  general  rule,  sanctified  even  into  a 
principle,  as  I  have  mentioned.  My  honorable  friend 
from  Maine,  (Mr.  Evans)  must  have  satisfied  the 
hon.  chairman  and  the  senate,  as  well  as  every  body 
else,  of  that  fact,  because  he  enumerated  inslances, 
and  hundreds  in  which  goods  were  seized  and  for- 
feited for  under-valuation.  1  know  no  limit  to  that 
list  of  cases — but  now,  sir,  since  this  subject  has 
been  up  and  since  gentlemen  have  heard  the  decla- 
claration  of  the  honorable  chairman,  my  desk  has 
been  laboring  under  the  weight  of  cases  and  facts 
communicated  from  various  portions  of  the  com- 
mercial community.  I  will  state  only  a  few  out  of 
hundreds.     Here  is  one,  and  here  is  the  proof: 

A  merchant  orders  goods  to  be  shipped  from 
France  and  entered  at  New  Orleans  for  western  trade 


with  the    understanding  that  he  is   to   have  them 

at   the  foreign  cost,  with   the  duties  and   charges 

added. 

A  shipment  was  made  and 
forwarded  to  the  purchaser 
amounting  to  6,829:93  franc*; 

At  the  same  time  the  invoice  for- 
warded with  the  goods  to  Now 
Orleans  was  5,258:00  franci. 

Diflerence  1,571:93  francs. 

—or,  §310  94  out  of  §13,000.94. 

The  goods  were  valued  therefore  in  the  entry  at 
;J31G.94  less  than  they  were  to  the  purchaser — and 
the  purchaser  was  actually  charged  for  the  duty  on 
this  §316.94  as  paid  to  the  government,  amounting 
to  §95.10.  Both  the  government  anil  the  purchajer 
were  therefore  cheated  out  of  that  sum. 

This  transaction  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1846, 
and  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  in 
which  those  facts  arc  slated,  and  not  denied,  but  tho 
French  house  attempts  a  round-a-bout  justification 
for  putting  tho  foreign  cost  to  the  purchasers,  at  a 
greater  amount  than  the  entry  invoice.  J.  D. 

This  transacliton  occurred  this  very  year  [Mr. 
W.  recited  several  similar  cases,  and  read  tho  fol- 
lowing letter:] — 

Boston,  July  lllh,  1846. 

Dear  sir:  1  am  informed  that  a  respectable  house 
in  this  city  received  an  invoice  of  European  goods 
from  a  foreign  house,  the  amount  of  which  was  about 
$2,000,  and  that  after  entering  the  invoice  valuing 
the  same  goods  at  about  §8,000,  with  a  letter  stating 
that  the  first  invoice  was  to  levy  duties  by,  and  tho 
second  was  to  sell  by. 

The  consignee  here,  who  is  also  an  importer,  not 
being  willing  to  be  a  party  to  the  fraud,  deposited 
both  invoices  at  the  custom  house,  where  they  were 
yesterday. 

I  have  no  doubt  of  the  authority  from  which  I  re- 
ceived this  information,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  be  quo- 
led  for  it. 

1  have  thought  that  you  might  be  pleased  to  know 
this  fact,  as  the  fraud  is  so  great,  and  the  perpetrator 
beyond  the  reach  of  any  penal  statutes  of  this  coun- 
try. 

Your  most  ob"t  servant, . 

Hon.  D.  Webster,  Washington. 

P.  S. — 1  hear  that  Mr.  Lamson  is  the  consignee. 

Troy,  July  li,  1846. 
Le  Grand  Cannon,  esq. — Sin:  Agreeably  to  your 
wish,  1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  give  you 
the  benefit  of  my  experience  in  mercantile  and  ma- 
nufacturing business — hoping  it  may  tend  to  an  im- 
provement of  the  bill,  now  pending  in  the  senate,  for 
the  collection  of  duties.  I  hope  members  of  con- 
gress will  have  the  same  views  of  the  probable  re- 
sults which  I  anticipate;  which  are,  that  the  system 
of  ad  valorem  duties  does  give  the  foreign  importer 
and  manufaclurer  a  very  undue  advantage  over  the 
American  importer.  This  will  be  apparent  from 
my  own  experieiiCo,  which  I  give  you  annexed. — 
My  brother  an<l  myself  were  brought  up  in  the  town 
of  Manchester,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  manu- 
facturers and  manufacturing.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  it  appeared  very  evident  to  me,  that  we  could 
finish  goods  and  import  goods  into  New  Yurk  about 
ten  per  cent,  lower  than  the  American  merchant; 
and  with  this  conviction  1  agreed  to  come  out  to 
New  York  and  dispose  of  the  goods,  and  leave  my 
brother  to  finish  and  forward  the  goods. 

The  result  was  equal  to  our  expectations.  We 
impoiled  our  goods  ten  per  cent,  cheaper  than  our 
competitors,  and  by  the  ad  valorem  duties  we  paid 
ueailyfive  per  cent,  less  duties;  so  that,  in  twenty 
two  years  we  made  nearly  a  million  of  dollars,  whilst 
nearly  all  ihe  American  merchants  failed.  Now  1 
reason,  what  has  been  will  be;  and  should  the  pre- 
sent tariff  bill  pass,  it  will  give  the  fureigii  manufac- 
turer a  decided  advantage,  and  tend  to  reduce  Iho 
rate  ol  duties  lower  than  i"  anticipated.  And  1  can- 
not avoid  i;xpressing  my  decided  opinion  in  favor  of 
specific  duties,  as  then  ti;e  foreign  manufacturer 
would  pay  Ihe  same  duties  as  the  American  impor- 
ter. 

(Signed,)  BENJ.  MARSHAL^. 

Well,  now,  Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  say,  does  any- 
body gainsay  this.'  Is  Ihere  a  merchant,  foreign  or 
American,  in  the  United  States  who  undertakes  to  ex- 
press any  conlrariely  of  opinion?  Is  there  a  man  high 
or  low  who  denies  it?  I  kiinw  of  none — I  have  heard 
of  none.  Sir,  it  has  been  the  experience  of  this 
government  always  that  the  ad  valorem  system  is 
open  to  innumerable  frauds.  What  is  the  case  witli 
England?  Has  she  rushed  madly  into  the  principle 
of  free  trade  done  to  ad  valorem  duties?  Not  at  all — 
not  at  all.     Sir,  on  the  contrary,  on  every  occasion 
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Of  reTision  of  the  tariff  of  England,  a  constant  ef-| 
fort  has  been  made,  and  progress  made  in  every  case 
to  augri:enl  Ihe  number  of  specific  duties  and  reduce  ] 
the  ad  valorem  duties.  A  genlle.naii  in  the  other  j 
house  (Mr.  Seaman)  has  taken  pains,  which  I  have 
taken  also,  (hough  I  believe  not  quite  so  thoroughly 
as  he— to  go  througii  tlie  items  of  the  British  tariff 
and  see  what  proportion  of  articles  in  that  tariU  are 
ad  valorem  and  what  are  specific.  Now,  sir,  the  re- 
sult of  that  examination  shows  that  at  this  day  in  this 
British  tariff,  out  of  600  articles  500  are  specific— 
Everything  that  from  its  nature  could  be  made  spe- 
cific is  made  specific— nothing  is  placed  in  the  list  of 
ad  valorem  duties  but  such  as  seem  to  be  incapable  of 
assessment  in  any  other  form.  Well,  sir,  how  do  we 
stand  then?  We  have  the  experience  of  our  own 
government— we  have  the  judgment  of  those  mi-'st 
distinguished  in  the  administration  of  our  affairs— 
we  have  the  productions  of  proof,  hundreds  and  hun- 
dreds of  instances,  of  the  danger  of  the  ad  valorem 
mode  of  assessing  duties.  What  is  arrayed  against 
it?  Every  importer  in  the  United  States,  without  ex- 
ception, is  against  it.  Sir,  the  administration  has 
not  a  raercanlile  friend  from  here  to  renobscot,  that 
TVill  come  forward  and  give  his  opinion  in  favor  of 
this  system.  1  undertake  lo  say  there  is  not  one. 
There  may  be  members  from  the  little  congress  to 
which  the  honorable  member  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
Niles]  referred,  subordinate  officers  about  the  cus- 
tom house,  influenced  by,  I  know  not  wljat  consider- 
ations, who  may  be  found  ready  to  sustain  such  a 
system.  That  I  do  not  deny.  But  I  say  that  no  re- 
spectable importing  mercliar.t  can  be  found  between 
Penobscot  and  Richmond,  who  will  g'lve  his  opinion 
in  favor  of  it,  if  he  is  an  lionest  man,  and  gets  his 
living  by  importation  liimself  Well,  then,  how  are 
we  to  decide?  Against  the  authority  of  our  own  ex- 
perience? Against  tlie  authority  cf  these  thousands 
of^  substantiated  facts?  Against  these  cases  now 
blushing  with  recent  fraud?  Against  the  example 
rot  only  of  the  British  government,  but  against  that 
of  all  ine  continental  governments  for  the  Zollver- 
ein,  carrying  their  specific  duties  much  farther? — 
Against  all  this,  what  liave  we — what  have  we? — 
Why  we  have  the  recommendation  of  the  president 
of  the  United  Slates  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry— high  respectable  persons — respectable  in  private 
life — respectable,  and  I  may  say  eminent  in  many 
walks  of  public  life — but  1  must  add  neither  of  them 
trained  in  the  knowledge  of  commerce — neither  of 
them  having  had  habits  of  intercourse  with  practical 
men  of  the  cities.  And  yet  here  in  tlie  first  year  of 
their  administration — fresh  to  the  duties  thrown 
upon  them,  they  como  out  with  a  recommendation 
of  a  change  of  system — they  propose  a  new  system 
adverse  to  all  our  own  experience — hostile  to  every- 
thing that  we  have  ever  learned — different  from 
the  experience  of  every  other  country  on  the  face  of 
the  earth— and  which  stand  on  the  responsibility  of 
their  own  individual  opinions!  I  do  not  think  that 
this  is  a  fair  balance  of  authority,  and  since  nobody 
here  will  defend  it,  it  is  lair  enough  for  me  lo  say, 
with  entire  respect  to  the  head  of  the  government, 
and  the  department  of  the  treasury,  that  the  balance 
of  the  authority  is  a  good  deal  the  other  way. 

But  now,  Mr.  President,  I  come  lo  a  part  of  this 
act,  to  which  1  would  be  exceedingly  glad  to  call  the 
attention — the  serious  attention  of  g.-ntlemen  of  both 
Bides  of  the  cliambcr.  The  eighth  and  ninth  sections 
of  this  bill  appear  to  me  lo  be  so  extraordinary  and 
so  objectionable,  that  1  cannot  persuade  myself  that 
any  genllrinan  who  will  take  Ihe  trouble  of  reading 
them  and  studying  them,  will  hazard  the  revenue  of 
the  country  upon  such  a  bill  as  this.  In  the  first 
place,  allow  me  to  read  the  ninth  section  of  the  bill. 
Let  me  premise  or  repeat  that  the  great  danger  in 
the  practical  operation  of  the  nd  valorem  system  ari- 
fcs  from  the  great  prob;ibilily  of  under-valuation, 
fraudulent  or  otherwise  in  the  foreign  market.  The 
thing  to  be  guarded  against  therefore  wherever  the 
ad  valorem  system  of  duty  prevails  is  fraudulent  or 
accidental  under-valuation,  and  Ihorcforc  the  law 
now  in  operation  provides  specific  and  adequate  pe- 
nalties insuchcabcs.  If  there  be  any  undor-valuation 
now  there  is  a  penalty — there  is  redress.  But  if  I 
understand  aright  the  legal  effect— and  lo  that  1  wish 
call  the  attention  of  the  legal  minds  of  ihc  senate — of 
this  bill.  It  will  bo  lo  remove  all  penalties  whatsoever 
from  fraudulent  under-valuation.  There  will  not 
bo  the  smallest  penalty  on  earth  or  the  least  check 
to  any  amount  of  undor-valuation  that  any  body 
may  choose  to  make.  Here  is  the  9lh  section  of  the 
bill— 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  'I'hat  if,  upon 
the  examination  of  any  parcel,  package,  or  quantity 
ijf  goods,  of  which  entry  has  been  made,  the  apprais- 
ers of  the  Uniled  Slates  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the 
same  is  nndci-valued  by  the  owner,  importer,  con- 
eignee,  or  agent,  with  the  intention  ol  defrauding 
the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  it  shall  bu  luwtul 


for  the  collector  within  whose  district  the  same  may 
be  entered,  the  sanction  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury first  being  obtained,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  same 
shall  be  advisable,  to  take  such  goods  for  the  use  of 
Ihe  United  Slates.  And  such  collector  shall  cause 
such  goods  to  be  sold  at  public  auction,  within  twen- 
ty days  from  the  time  of  laking  the  same,  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  law  for  the  sale  of  unclaimed 
goods;  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  placed 
forthwith  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  Slates;  and 
such  collector  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  out  of  the 
accruing  revenue  to  the  owner,  importer,  consignee, 
or  agent  of  the  goods  taken,  the  value  thereof  as  de- 
clared in  the  entry,  and  five  per  centum  upon  such 
amount  in  addition  thereto;  and  the  said  collector 
shall  render  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with 
his  accounts  of  Ihe  customs,  a  statement,  showing 
the  a:.TOunt  of  moneys  so  paid,  the  amount  of  duties 
chargeable  on  the  goods  so  taken,  and  the  amount  of 
proceeds  paid  into  the  treasury;  and  this  section  shall 
be  in  force  until  the  first  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty  eight,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  congress. 

Well  now  there  never  was  such  a  provision  as  that 
before  on  the  face  of  the  earth!  I  pray  gentlemen 
to  look  to  it.  Here  is  a  man  who  comns  with  a 
fraudulent  invoice — it  is  proved  to  be  fraudulent — 
the  present  law  punishes  him — but  what  does  this 
law?  It  says  the  collector  may  lake  Ihe  goods,  sell 
them,  put  the  proceeds  into  ttie  treasury,  but  pay 
him  the  cost  and  five  percent,  over!  likely  he  may 
come  to  sell  his  goods  to  the  treasury  of  the  United 
Slates  and  make  his  five  per  cent,  profit!  Now  1 
am  guilty  of  no  misrepresentation.  Here  are  the 
vvrilien  words.  It  is  exactly  that.  He  comes  and 
the  collector  charges  him  with  a  fraudulent  invoice. 
"Very  well,"  he  says,  "if  you  say  so  take  the  goods 
and  give  me  what  I  allege  they  cost,  with  the  five 
per  cent,  profit.  Make  the  most  of  it!"  (Laugh- 
ter.) Whether  he  makes  a  good  importation  or  a 
bad  one  the  law  very  kindly  provides  him  a  good 
way  to  get  rid  of  his  goods.  There  is  not  a  particle 
of  penalty — not  a  particle  of  inconvenience.  It's 
rather  considerate  kindness.  It  cannot  be  a  good 
speculation.  As  Dogberry  says — "Why,  what's  the 
use  if  a  man  may  not  stand  up  for  a  friend,  vvhen  no 
body  else  will  stand  up  for  him."  (Laughter.)^ 
You  observe  that  in  the  lilh  s  ction  "all  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act" 
are  mabe  void.  Well  here  1  pray  gentlemen's  con- 
sideration again.  Here  is  exactly  the  provisions 
that  covers  the  whole  case  of  the  exercise  of  custom 
house  power  when  there' is  a  fraudulent  invoice,  of 
course  it  repeals  all  former  laws.  That's  a  univer- 
sal proposition.  It  covers  all  previous  laws  and  an- 
nuls them,  taking  their  place.  The  two  proceedings 
cannot  go  togctlier.  Nor  can  I  persuade  myself  that 
genllemen  who  have  any  regard  for  the  revenue — 
for  the  integrity  of  the  revenue  and  for  the  success 
of  the  laws  regulating  duties  will  consent  to  favor 
this  law  with  such  a  provision  as  that? 

Mr.  Cameron  here  rose  and  was  understood  to  say 
that  he  really  could  hardly  suppose  that  such  a 
blunder  had  been  committed  in  paasing  the  bill. — 
He  wished  to  hear  the  section  again. 

-Mr.  IVebsler — 1  will  read  it  again  "with  discretion 
and  due  emphasis."  [A  laugh, J  Well,  now,  (cou- 
liiiued  Mr.  W.  after  reading  the  section,)  the  fraud- 
ulent importer  may  himself  purchase  the  goods  at 
auction,  lie  can  buy  them  at  fifty  cents  and  make 
the  government  pay  him  the  full  amount!  And  thus 
he  evades  the  duly  altogether.  He  geis  his  goods  in 
free  and  has  a  certainly  of  being  paid  all  that  he 
rates  ihera  at  and  five  per  cent  besides!  There  is  not 
the  slightest  security.  Now,  sir,  our  predecessors 
did  not  leave  the  matter  in  that  state.  Tne  proviso 
in  the  17th  section  of  the  act  of  '42  and  the  lUih  sec- 
tion of  the  same  act  are  the  provisions  under  existing 
laws  for  the  prenenlion  and  punishment  of  under- 
valuation. The  proviso  at  the  end  of  the  17lli  sec 
lion  and  the  IQlli  section  are  as  follows: — [Mr.  W. 
read  the  sections.]  It  is  thus  seen  that  aa  adequate 
penally  is  enforced  under  existing  laws. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  bill  is  still  more  remark- 
able. Ido  not  mean  to  say  that  there  is  any  purpose 
in  the  treasury  department  or  any  office  of  the  gov- 
eminent  to  give  facilities  to  fraudulent  importations. 
They  are  not  capable  of  Ihat,  and  1  will  carry  my 
charity  so  far  in  this  case — because  the  case  does 
not  require  any  want  of  charity — that  if  any  agency 
about  the  custom  house  has  recommended  this  sec- 
tion, it  was  not  done  from  any  design  of  defrauding 
the  customs;  yet  I  say  that  this  eighth  section  is  ol 
all  the  contrivances  that  common  men  could  suggest 
— exactly  lliat  which  best  suits  the  convenience  of  a 
fraudulent  importer.     Now  see  what  it  i-; 

Sec.  d.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  'l~hal  it  shall 
bo  lawful  fur  Ihe  owner,  consignee,  or  agent  of  im- 
ports rthicli  have  been  actually  purchased,  on  entry 
of  Ihe  same,  to  make  such  addiliuii  in  the  entry  lo 
ihu  cost  or  Taluc  given  in  the  invoice,  as  in  his  opin- 


ion may  raise  the  same  to  the  true  market  value  of 
such  imports  in  the  principal  markets  of  the  country 
whence  the  importation  shall  have  been  made,  or  in 
which  the  goods  imported  shall  have  been  originally 
manufactured  or  produced,  as  the  case  may  be;  and 
to  add  thereto  all  costs  and  charges  which,  under 
existing  laws,  would  form  part  of  Ihe  true  value  at 
the  port  where  the  same  may  be  entered,  upon 
which  the  duties  should  be  assessed.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  collector  within  whose  district  the 
some  may  be  imported  or  entered  to  cause  the  dutia- 
ble value  of  such  imports  to  be  appraised,  estimated, 
and  ascertained  in  accordance  wiih  the  provisions  of 
existing  laws;  aud  if  tiie  appraised  value  tliereof 
shall  exceed  by  ten  per  centum  or  more  the  value  so 
declared  on  the  entry,  then,  in  addition  lo  the  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  the  same,  there  shall  he  levied, 
collected,  and  paid  a  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad 
valorem  on  such  appraised  value:  Provided,  never- 
theless. That  under  no  circumstances  shall  the  duty 
be  assessed  upon  an  amount  less  than  the  invoice 
value,  any  law  of  congress  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Now  suffer  me  lo  analyze  the  provisions  of  this 
section.  This  section  calls  for  no  invoice  whatever. 
The  entry  may  be  made  and  it  requires  no  oath.  Jt 
is — it  shall  be  lawful  for  Ihe  owner,  &c. 

He  produces  no  invoice  therefor.  But  under  ex- 
isting laws  he  must  swear  that  Ihe  invoice  produced 
is  that  under  which  the  goods  were  purchased,  and 
that  it  is  the  true  invoice,  and  that  he  has  no  other. 
But  under  this  bill  he  may  have  any  invoice  sent 
him,  such  as  he  has  directed  by  Ihe  steamer  of  the 
preceding  week  He  may  direct  his  correspondent 
abroad — "Send  out  such  an  invoice  of  such  goods  at 
such  a  price."  Well,  with  that  he  goes  to  Ihe  cus- 
tom house.  He  is  not  called  on  to  swear,  but  to 
make  out  his  case.  He  is  a  very  honest  man,  and 
he  says  he  will  add  something  lo  the  amount  in  order 
to  bring  it  up  lo  the  value,  for  his  friend  in  Paris  put 
rather  too  low  a  value  on  the  goods.  Well,  how 
much  does  he  add?  Why  if  he  brings  it  to  nine  and 
three  quarters  of  the  value  fixed  by  the  appraisers, 
it  is  all  very  well,  and  Ihere  is  no  penalty.  Does 
not  everybody  see  the  operation  of  that?  The  im- 
porter may  come  williln  a  quarter  per  cent,  and  thal'3 
as  much  as  Benjamin  iVlarshall  made  his  million  of 
dollars  upon.  There  are  no  sharper  eyes  in  the 
world  than  those  of  Ihe  men  who  will  bring  in  goods 
under  this  act.  Do  they  not  see  that  they  can  bring 
in  goods  with  perfect  security?  They  have  no  oaths. 
— The  law  does  not  apply  to  these  cases,  and  these 
cases  thus  specially  provided  for  must  be  an  inlet 
for  a  vast  quanlity  of  goods  from  Paris  and  many 
from  England  and  Scotland.  Now  why  introduce 
such  a  principle  as  this?  Why  not  stand  on  the  old 
provision  of  the  lav*?  But  then  1  have  hardly  begun 
lo  point  out  the  infirmity,  if  I  may  not  call  it  the  obli- 
quity of  intent,  patent  or  latent,  in  this  same  section. 
A  man  gets  an  invoice  of  goods;  everybody  says  and 
the  appraisers  say — "well,  this  is  enormous — these 
goods  could  not  have  cost  that!"  Well  then,  the 
moment  that  is  seen,  the  imporlcr  comes  up  and 
says, — "Oh!  1  knew  this!  It's  all  a  mistake!  Here  is 
the  true  invoice."  Need  1  say  that  if  the  goods  had 
not  been  arrested  in  their  progress  this  second  in- 
voice never  would  have  appeared.  Well,  now,  a 
man  may  send  a  false  invoice  to-day  to  his  con- 
signee ill  New  York;  and  Ihe  New  York  merchant 
will  go  to  the  custom  house  and  swear  that  that  is  a 
true  invoice,  and  that  he  has  received  no  other;  and 
he  enters  his  goods  and  gels  a  permit;  but  before  Ihe 
sale  by  auction,  another  invoice  arrives,  and  so  ac- 
cording to  the  case  in  Boston  to  which  I  alluded, 
there  is  one  invoice  to  enter  by  and  another  to  sell 
by.  And  Ihus  the  importer  has  time  to  come  m  with 
his  subsequent  invoice  to  relieve  himself  of  all  in- 
convenience from  having  made,  and  being  shown  to 
have  made,  a  fraudulent  under-valuation. 

Now,  let  mo  recapitulate  shortly  how  this  matter 
stands  under  the  eighth  section,  admilling  its  purpose 
to  be  honest.  [.Mr.  W.  here  recapitulated  his  re- 
marks on  Ibis  head.]  1  am  able  now,  he  continued, 
to  turn  to  that  speech  of  the  honorable  member  of 
the  other  house,  in  which  he  enumerates  the  specific 
and  ad  valorem  duties  in  the  tariff  of  Sir  Robert  Peel. 
He  says: 

'In  the  tariff  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  of  seven  hundred 
and  fourteen  enumerated  articles,  six  hundred  and 
eight  are  specific,  and  only  one  hundred  and  six  ad 
VALonEM." — Speeck  of  the  lionorable  II.  J.  Seaman^  of 
Nfio  York. 

1  have  many  other  cases  of  fraudulent  under-valu- 
alioii,  but  I  will  not  trouble  the  senate  with  Ihem. — 
But  no  fact  is  belter  established  than  the  entire  want 
of  safety  against  losses  in  those  parls  of  our  revenue 
system  that  rely  on  ad  valorem  duties.  We  have  been 
obliged  to  adopl  the  ad  valorem  principle  lo  a  certain 
extent.  We  sutler  by  it  daily.  I'hc  number  of  cases 
tried  show  that.    And  the  difficult;  of  cuuriction  is 
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great.  You  cannot  easily  convince  a  jury  of  under-  I  with  the  exception  of  one,  I  think,  voted  against  the  i  selling  at  that  price.  We  wish  to  have  justice  at  the 
valuation  in  the  case,  for  instance,  of  broadcloths, 'act  of  1824.  What  were  we  to  do?  Were  wc  not  hands  of  the  government,  if  not  protection,  and  think 
because  the  subjecl-niatter  of  the  duly  though  sicni-  bound  then,  after  '17  and  '24,  to  consider  that  the  a  specific  duly  should  ho  laid  on  corda3;c  that  should 
lar  is  not  equal  in  value.  I  policy  of  tiie  country  was — had  become— settled  as  i  he  equal  to  at  least  20  percent,   over  the   duty  of 


I  eqM _  .         . 

1  leave  this  part  of  the  case,  by  presenting;  in  be-  j  a  poliry  to  protect  the  domestic  industry  of  tlie  coun 
half  and  in  the  name  of  the  whole  American  import- 1  try?  The  leading  speech  which  ushered  in  the  poll- 
ing community,  foreign  and  domestic,  of  any  repula- j  cy  of 'i4,  was  called  a  speech  for  an  "American 
lion  at  all— ill  beliaif  of  any  American  importing  1  system."  The  bill  was  carried  principally  by  the 
merchant— in  behalf  of  that  whole  body  of  respect- 1  middle  states.  Pennsylvania  and  New  Vorl£  would 
able  fori-ign  mcrcliaiits,  French  and  English,  who  j  have  it  so,  and  what  were  we  to  do?  Were  we  to 
come  and  reside  here  and  import  goods  from  Iheir  |  staffd  out  of  the  occupations  that  others  were  pursu- 
respeclive  countries  and  elsewhere,  under  the  pro-  ,  ing  around  us?  Were  we  to  pick  clean  teeth  on  a 
lection  of  our  laws — in  Iheir  behalf,  and  in  behalf  of  i  constitutional  doubt  which  a  majority  in  the  councils 
every  man  of  them,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  I  present  1  of  the  nation  had  overruled?  No,  sir.  We  had  no 
their  opinion  against  llie  extension  of  the  ml  vulonm  nplion.  All  that  tvas  left  us  to  do  was  to  fall  in  with 
system.  And  1  would  admonish  genllemen,  most  se-  ]  the  settled  policy  of  the  country;  because  if  anything 
riously  admonish  them  to  consider  whether  the  ob-  (  can  ever  settle  the  policy  of  the  counlry.  or  if  any 
jcctions  which  I  have  now  urged  are  not  respectable. 


whether  the  opinions  1  have  quoted  are  not  respect- 
able, and  whether  after  all,  they  arc  willing  unne 
cessarily,  suddenly,  with  no  other  recommendation 
than  that  I  have  alluded  to,  to  lake  a  step  in  the  dark 
and  to  place  Ihe  sole  income  and  means  of  supplying 


hemp,  besides  the  extra  expense  of  importing  hemp 
over  cordage. 

And  v.-e  further  think  it  decidedly  for  the  interest 
of  the  country,  ar.d  of  the  growers  of  hemp  in  this 
country. 

As  the  foreigner  will  supply  cordage  under  Ihe 
house  bill,  which  will  prevent  the  produce  of  hemp 
finuiiig  a  market  here,  as  the  expense  of  getting 
American  hemp  from  the  place  of  raising  is  now 
over  50  per  cent,  of  the  first  cost,  while  cordage  can 
be  brought  from  Russia,  exclusive  of  duty,  at  from  5 
to  7  per  cent. 

We  think  the  domestic  manufacturer  should  he  al- 
tliing  can  ever  settle  the  practical  construction  of  j  lowed  a  drawbnck  on  cordage  made  from  foreign 
the  constitution  of  the  country,  it  must  be  these  hemp  (which  has  paid  a  duty)  when  exported— ar  if 
repeated  decisions  of  congreis,'  and  enactments  ol  this  cannot  be  done,  the  drawback  should  not  be  al- 
siiccessivo  laws  conformable  to  these  decisions.  New     lowed  to  the  importer  of  foreign  cordage  on  export- 


England  then,  did  fall  in.     She 
facluring  operations,   not  fron 


the  treasury  upon  the  untried  system  of  ad  valorem  |  from  the  neces3ity  of  the  eirc 
duties.  "■  ■....--..- 

[protective  sysTEM  ] 

And  now,  sir,  with  the  leave  of  the  senate,  I  shall 
proceed  to  consider  the  effects  of  this  bill  upon  some 
of  those  interests  which  have  been  regarded  as  pro- 
tected  interests. 

1  shall  not  argue  at  length  the  question  whether  j  fJ^v^upon'thelnt'eresU  coiiii7c7ea  wi'tliuTese  minufao 
the  govynmciil  has  committed  itself  to  maintain  in-  ^^^^^_  j  ^^-^^^  ^^  „,^^^  ^  remark  which  is  little  man 
leresis  that  have  grown  up  under  the  laws  such  as  ^j,^^  ^  repetition  in  general  terms,  of  what  was  sale 
have  been  passed  lor  thirty  years  back  I  vyill  not  j,  ^,,g  |,o„ora.o|e  member  from  Connecticut  the  olliei 
argue  llie  question  whether  lookin^^  to  the  po  icy  in-  j^  j^  j^  ^^^^  strangest  anomaly  that 
dicated  by  the   laws  of  1/89,  1817,  '24  '•'"     ''   ""'  -  -        ■  ■         ■ 


wont  into  the  manu- 
original  ctioice,  but 
istances  in  which  the 
public  councils  had  placed  her.  And  for  one,  1  re- 
solved Ihen,  and  have  maintained  it  ever  since,  that 
having  compelled  the  eastern  states  to  go  into  these 
operations  for  a  livelihood,  the  country  was  bound  to 
fulfil  the  just  expoolalions  which  it  had  inspired. — 
Now  before  I  go  into  a  consideration  of  the  various 
articles  intended  to  be  protected,  and  the  eB'ect  of  the 


3-3, 


was  seei 
in  any  act  of  legislation,  that  there  is  a  uniform  ten- 


•42,    there  nas  been   ground  for   the  industrious  and    ^'_i  ^,^,,^^  ..„^  ■,^  ,3  so_i„  11,13  measure  to  lax 
enterprising  people  of  the  United  Statesengaged  iin  j  ^^^^  /^^  material  higher  than  the  manufactured  arti- 
cle.    It  allows  bringing  in  cordage  for  the  use  of  the 
shipping  interest  of  Ihe  United  States,  at  a  less  rat 


home  pursuits,   to  expect  protection   from   the  gov- 
ernment for  internal   industry.     The  question  is,  do  ' 


these  laws   or  do  they  not,   from  '89  till  the  present ,  ^^  ^'^,      ,|,3„  ^^„  ^^mg  in  the  raw'material.     Of 

time    preserve  a  purpose-a  po  icy  which  might  na-  ■  ^^^^^J^  ■^  -^  prohibiting  the  internal  labor.    It  is  pro- 


turally  and  really  induce  men  to  invest  property  in 
manufacturing  undertakings  and  commit  themselves 
to  these  pursui's  in  life? 

Sir,  before  1  proceed  farther  in  this  part  of  the 
case,  I  will  lake  notice  of  wiiat  appears  to  be  some 
attempt  latterly,  by  the  republication  of  opinions  and 


hibiting  of  the  internal  manufacture,  and  not  in  that 
case  only  but  in  a  great  many  others  as  I  shall  l^how 
you. 

There  seems  to  be  a  sedulous  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing  the    manulacturing    interest    from    having   any 


expressions  and  argumen.s  and'  speeches  of  mine  at  i  ""^ans  of  getting  along.  1  speak  of  the  tenor  and 
an  earlier  and  later  period  of  life,  to  place  me  in  a  tendency  of  this  bill.  It  dues  prefer  by  its  enact- 
condition  of  inconsistency  on  ti 


1  subject  of  the  pro- 
tective policy  of  the  country.  Mr.  President,  if  it 
be  an  inconsistency  to  hold  an  opinion  upon  a  subject 
of  public  policy  to-day,  and  in  one  state  of  circum- 
stances, and  to  hold  a  diflferent  opinion  upon  a  sub- 
ject of  public  policy  to-morrow  in  a  different  stale 
of  circumslanees — if  that  be  an  inconsistency,  1  ad- 
mit its  applicability  to  myself.  Nay,  sir,  I  will  go 
further,  and  in  regard  to  questions  which,  from  their 
nature  do  not  depend  upon  circuaistances  for  their 
true  and  just  solution — I   mean  constitutional  ques- , 

tions — if  it  be  an  inconsistency  to  hold  an  opinion  to-  '"'"  ■'^^''^'i  not  m  one  ma 
day  even  upon  such  a  sacred  question  as  a  question 
of  constitutional  authority,  and  on  that  same  question 
to  hold  a  different  opinion  a  quarter  of  a  century  af- 
terwards, upon  a  muie  comprehensive  view  of  the 
whole  subject,  with  a  more  thorough  investigation 
into  the  original  purposes  and  objects  of  that  consti- 
tution, and  especially  with  a  more  thorough  exposi- 
tion of  those  objects  and  purposes  of  those  who 
framed  it  ana  have  been  trusted  to  administer  it — 1 
should  not  shrink  even  from  that  imputation,  i  hope 
I  know  more  of  the  constitution  of  my  counlry  than 
I  did  when  1  was  twenty  years  old.  1  hope  1  have 
contemplated  its  great  objects  more  broadly.  1 
hope  1  read  with  deeper  interest  the  sentiments  of 
the  great  men  who  framed  il.  I  hope  that  I  liave 
studied  with  more  care  the  condition  ol  the  counlry 
when  the  convention  assembled  to  frame  it.  And 
yet  1  do  not  know  that  1  have  much,  sir,  to  retract 
on  these  points.  I  am  of  ihe  opinion  of  a  very  emi- 
nent person  who  had  occasion  to  speak  of  this  topic 
in  anolher  place.  "Inconsislencies  of  opinions  aris- 
ing from  changes  of  circumslanees  are  often  justfia- 
able."     But  there  13  one  sort  of  inconsistency  wliich 


ments,  and  in  its  consequences  foreign  labor  to  do 
nicslic  labor.  It  does  encourage  the  labor  of  foreign 
arlizans  over  and  above  and  in  preference  to  the  la- 
bor of  our  own  arlizans  here  in  the  United  Stales.- - 
1  aver  it,  and  I  am  going  to  prove  it.  Now  if  that  is 
made  out,  is  there  a  man  in  this  chamber  that  will 
vote  for  this  bill?  And  yet  we  are  told  from  other 
quarters,  that  this  is  a  bill  of  peace — that  it  will  set- 
tle a  vexed  question.  Depend  upon  il,  it  will  settle 
nothing.  It  13  calculated  toiaisea  degree — I  had 
almost  said  of  resentment — at  all  events,  of  surprise 
breast,  but  in  Ihe  breasts 
of  a  m'illion  of  people,  now  earning  their  bread  as 
Ihey  Ihink  under  laws  and  assurances  that  these  laws 
shall  be  continued,  which  enable  them  to  import  the 
raw  material  and  work  upon  il,  and  bring  their  la- 
bor into  market,  as  advantageously  as  the  labor  of 
the  foreign  mechanic.  Call  it  a  bill  of  peace  which 
disturbs  all  these  expectations!  It  is  not  peace — it  is 
anything  but  peace. 


[hesip.] 

Sir,  there  is  an  article,  the  growth  of  which  is  ve- 
ry interesting  to  the  western  states,  suited  to  the  fer- 
lllily  of  their  soil — it  is  hemp.  The  manufacture  of 
that  article  into  cordage  is  essential  to  the  navigat- 
ing inleretl  of  the  United  States.  Well,  sir,  this 
constitutes  one  of  the  cases  which  I  have  menlioned, 
and  with  reference  to  which,  allow  me  to  read  sev- 
eral letters  from  highly  respectable  gentlemen. 

The  first  letter  is  from  Mr.  Isaac  U.  Davis,  of  Bos- 
ton, who  has  been  a  ropeinaker  for  forty  years. 

Boston,  Jiilij  15IU,  1S1G. 
Hon.  D-  Webster,  sir:  We  wish  to  call  your  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  irslerest  of  the  cordage  maim- 


is  culpable.     Il  is  the  inconsislency  between  a  man's  :  faclure  in  settling  the  tariff  question  now  befo 
conviction  and  his  vote — between  his  conscience  and  1  senate,  as  the  bill  as  passed  by  the  house  is  deslruc- 
his  conduct.     No  man  shall  ever  charge  me  with  an  ,  lion   to  the  interest  of  the  American,  and  granls  a 
inconsislency  like  that.     I   am  quite  indifferent,  ra-  ',  bounty  to  the  foreign  manufacturer  of  20   or  25  per 


Iher  thankful,  to  those  conductors  of  the  public  press 
who  think  they  cannot  do  better  than  now  and  then 
spread  my  poor  opinions  before  the  public.  [A 
laugh.] 

1  have  said  many  times,  and  it  is  true,  that  up  to 
the  year  ld24,  that  part  of  the  country  lo  which  I 
belong  addicted  lo  commerce,  having  been  success- 
full  in  comme.ec,  their  capital  being  very  much  en- 
gaged in  coiiiu;e,ce,  were  adverse  to  entering  upon  a 
system  of  manufacturing  operations.     Every  mem 


cent. — viz:  Percent 

The  difference  of  duly  more  on  hemp  than  cordage  5 

"  "         of  foreign  shipping  charges  10 

"  "         of  freight  more,  being  charged  on 

hemp,  on  account  of  i!s  bulk,  than  cordage         10 

Making  25 

- — And  the  foreign  nianulaclurcr  has  another  advan- 
tage over  the  domestic,  in  being  enabled  lo  deposite 
in  warehi.iise  and  supply  the  home  markel  when  Ihe 


ber  Ju   congress   from   the  slate  of   -Maisachuselts,  1  price   will   answer  lo   stcuie  the  export  demand  by 


Soliciting  your  allenlioii   lo    the   foregoing, 
Wc  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obd't  servants, 

SEWALLft  DAY. 

Mr  dear  sir:  1  send  you  a  paper,  which  contains 
an  article  on  hemp  and  cordage  by  a  writer  who  ap- 
pears lo  understand  the  subject. 

I  enclose  a  statement  of  the  average  cost  of  licmp 
and  cordage  in  Russia  for  the  last  five  years;  also, 
the  freight  to  the  United  States;  the  cost  of  freight 
for  a  ton  of  hemp  from  Missouri,  Kentucky,  and  In- 
diana. You  will  see  the  advantage  Russia  cordage 
will  have  ill  our  market  over  our  owli  manufacture. 

Foreign  cordage  also  has  the  advantage  of  draw- 
back un  shipment  lo  another  market.  vFc  also  con- 
sume G.OOO  barrels  of  tar  in  the  inanufacture. 

Yours,  truly,  J.  p.  DAVIS. 

Juhj  16lU._ 

The  following  is  the  slalement  alluded  to  above  — 
Cost  of  a  ton  of  hemp  m  Russia,  including 

charges  .  .  .  .  <;i40 

Freight  per  ton         ....  12 

ft  152 
Cost  of  a  ton  of  cordage  .         .  $150 

Freight  per  ton  ....  8 — 5153 

The  above  are  the  average  prices  for  five  years. 
Freight  of   a  ton  of  hemp  from  Missouri, 

Kentucky  or  Indiana,  to  Boston         .         .         $21 

[linseed  oil.] 
But  there  is  another  article  very  im|)orlant  in  the 
shipping  interest  as  well  as  the  manufacturing — 
grown  into  its  importance  lately,  which  is  still  more 
striking.  Formeily  it  was  not  o(^  much  consequence, 
but  lately  it  has  grown  into  considerable  importance, 
and  that  is  linseed.  The  duties  lo  be  laid  on  linseed 
and  on  linseed  oil.  Now  this  is  a  case  of  very  great 
importance — so  important  is  it,  that  I  shall  read  to 
the  senate  letters  from  the  best  mercanl  lie  men,  which 
say  if  this  bill  passes,  one-third  of  all  the  trade  and 
shipping  between  the  United  Stales  and  Gulciilla  is 
cut  olf  and  destroyed.  Now  let  us  see  how  that 
stands.  Years  ago,  and  when  I  first  remember  to 
have  been  conversant  with  commercial  men,  and  in 
the  midst  of  a  navigating  people,  there  was  a  consi- 
derable export  of  the  article  of  flax  and  seed  from 
the  United  Stales  lo  Ireland  and  England.  Now,  it 
is  well  known  that  Ireland — the  greal  seal  of  ihe  lin- 
en manufacturers— a  country  that  raises  and  manu- 
factures so  much  flax,  does  not  raise  its  own  flaxseed, 
and  the  reason  of  that  is,  that  the  fljx  must  be  pulled 
ul  a  period  of  its  growlh,  belore  the  seed  has  ri- 
pened. Knot,  Ihe  fibre  becomes  so  hard,  that  it 
does  not  answer  Ihe  purpose  of  manufacture  and  can 
be  used  only  for  the  coarsfsl  fabrics.  In  our  Middle 
and  Northern  states  flax  is  raised  for  botli  purposes. 
It  is  sufierod  to  ripen,  and  the  seed  is  saved  and  ex- 
ported lo  Ireland,  whilst  the  fibre  is  manufactured 
into  those  coarse  goods  which  answer  for  household 
purposes,  and  was  spun  by  our  mothers  and  sisters, 
and  their  assislanls  in  times  past.  But  now  this  thing 
is  greatly  changed.  Linseed  oil  has  become  an  ar- 
ticle ol  greal  importance  and  vasllj  extensive  use. — 
It  is  manufactured  in  this  counlry  chiefly  from  lin- 
seed imported  from  abroad,  and  as  I  suppose,  mainly 
in  Ihat  Iresh  slate  in  which  il  would  nul  vcgelatc. — 
Bui  here  it  is  u!cd  for  the  manufacture  of  linseed  oil, 
and  has  become  a  very  imporlant  matter,  net  only  lo 
the  importers  of  llie  article  here,  who  have  invested 
large  sums  of  money  in  the  erection  of  mills,  but 
also  an  important  article  in  the  freight  of  the  United 
States,  touching  very  serious  by  the  employment  of  all 
those  vessels  of  the  United  Stales  which  carry  on  the 
trade  between  us  and  India.  In  the  first  place,  let 
me  give  you  a  little  slalement  in  respect  lo  the  esta- 
blishment for  Ihe  manufacture  of  this  article.  At  the 
last  census  there  were  840  linseed  oil  mills  in  the 
United  States,  and  they  now  number  from  10  to  1200, 
moved  by  water  01  steam. 
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They  consume  from  30  bushels  of  seed  daily  up  to 
800,  accordins  to  their  capacity — taking  the  daily 
consumplion  at  only  10  bushels  each,  and  they  will 
consume  in  a  year  three  millions  of  bushels.  The 
whole  annual  export  of  flaxseed  does  not  exceed 
30,000  bushels,  (that  is  the  matured  seed  in  Ireland,) 
which  is  only  one  bushel  out  of  every  liundred  of  the 
crop,  the  remaining  99  bushels  being  consumed  in 
making  oil. 

Tresent  duty  on  linseed  oil,  per  gall.  25  cts. 

Proposed  duly  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  oronly 

per  gall.  1 

Eemg  a  reduction  of  l'^  cts. 

Present  import  of  linseed  oil  200,000  gallons,  duty 

25  cts.  S.'iO.OOO 

Same  import  at  proposed  rate  of  7  cts.  14,000 

Loss  in  duty  $36,000 

It  will  require  an  increased  import  of  500,000  gal- 
lons of  oil,  to  get  the  same  amount  of  duty  lliat  we 
now  do,  if  the  duty  is  reduced  as  proposed — and  this 
can  only  be  done  by  destroymg  our  own  mills  and 
stopping  the  growth  of  seed  in  thi?  country.  The 
imports  of  linseed  are  about  400,000  bushels,  paying 
a  freight  of  >;120,000  to  our  ships.  The  cake  is  ship- 
ped to  England  and  pays  a  freight  $40,000  per  an- 
num to  our  packet  ships. 

A  gentlemen  engaged  in  this  manufacture  writes 
to  me: 

"From  our  own  mill  we  send  40,000  barrels  of 
cake  to  London  yearly. 

"England  imports  31^  millions  of  bushels  of /instcrf 
entirety  free  of  duty.  She  imposes  a  prohibitory  duty 
on  linseed  oil,  and  does  not  import  a  single  gallon. — 
She  has  capital,  machinery,  coals,  and  wages  much 
cheaper  than  ourselves,  and  her  millers  gel  double 
the  price  for  their  oil  cake,  that  ours  do. 

"We  consume  m  our  own  mill,  900  tons  of  coals 
yearly. 

"No  monopoly  is  asked  or  expected;  but  our  opi- 
nion is,  that  a  duly  of  12^  or  15  cents  a  gallon  on 
oil,  in  lieu  of  the  present  rate  of  25  cents,  vvilh  seed 
free  or  at  5  cents  duty,  will  be  for  the  best  interests 
of  our  farmers,  millers,  and  consumers,  and  give 
more  revenue  than  the  rates  proposed  by  Mr.  McKay 
in  his  new  bill." 

See  with  what  care  (Mr.  W.  then  said)  this  inter- 
est IS  protcclcd  by  the  bill  on  our  table.  I  may  not 
stop  here.  1  have  alluded  to  the  effect  of  this  mea- 
sure upon  the  commerce  and  Ihe  freight  of  the  coun- 
try, llere  is  a  letter  from  one  of  the  most  respect- 
able merchants  in  Boston,  formerly  a  sea  captain: 

"A  large  proportion  of  the  tonnage  now  employed 
in  Ihe  Calcutta  trade  with  lliis  country,  is  occupied  in 
carrying  linseed. 

"With  the  proposed  change  in  the  tarilTupon  Uiis 
article,  this  trade  would  be  broken  up." 

Boston,  July  13,  1846. 

Hon.  D.  Webster — Dear  Sir:  This  will  introduce 
to  jou,  Mr.  N.  Slurtevant,  a  respectable  merchant 
of  this  place,  largely  interested  in  the  manufacture 
of  oil  from  linseed. 

If  the   tariff  passes  in  the  shape  it  came  from  the 

house  of  representatives,  it  will  destroy  more  than 

one-third  of  our  Calcutta  trade.    Willi  greal  respect 

your  obedient  servant,  BENJ.  KlCii. 

[coffer  ] 

Now  sir,  one  of  these  articles  where  advantage  is 
given  against  the  manufacturer  here,  is  copper.  1 
presented  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the 
senate  ihe  other  day,  and  will  say  no  more  now  than 
to  read  the  slalcmeiit  of  persona  most  coiicerned  in 
it  in  the  United  States,  as  embodied  in  their  petition 
to  the  senate. 

"The  undersigned,  manufacturers  of  copper,  and 
others  interested  in  the  trade  to  countries  whence 
this  article  is  obtained,  having  seen  that  a  bill  is  now 
before  congreso  imposing  a  duly  of  live  per  cent,  on 
raw  coppir,  whilst  copper  sheathing  is  to  be  admit- 
ted free,  Ufg  leave  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a 
few  reii.aiki  upon  the  etfecl  and  impolicy  of  the  pro- 
posed measure. 

"In  order  to  present  the  subject  in  a  clear  and  in- 
telligible manner,  we  shall  endeavor  to  show  the  ori- 
gin of  the  copper  used  m  the  United  States,  the  na- 
ture of  the  tr.iUe  by  which  the  raw  materiji  is  ob- 
tained, Ihe  ell'ect  the  proposed  duly  will  have  upon 
this  trade,  and  its  disastrous  coiisetiueiiccs  upon  the 
manufaclunng  interests  of  the  country." 

IJo  you  see,  (said  Mr.  W.)  they  lax  the  ran'  ma 
Icrial  and  let  England  send  in  her  manufactured  ar- 
ticle free.  Well,  this  presses  on  every  iiiteresl  1 
have  said.  If  our  people  cannot  manuiaelure  raw 
copper  they  cannot  import  it.  We  lose  the  freight 
of  It  ill  that  degree,  and  of  course  the  cmpluynient 
of  our  ships.  This  therefore  all'eets  the  munulae- 
luitr  of  Cupper  here— affects  the  exports  and  affects 


directly  the  employment  of  our  thips.  For  what.' 
for  what  purpose?  Sir,  for  what  purpose?  The  peti- 
tion goes  01!: 

"The  consumption  of  copper  in  the  United  States 
is  about  thirteen  millions  pounds  annually.  It  is  ob- 
tained 

From  Chili,  in  pigs  6,500,000  lbs. 

"      England,  in  sheets  3,500,000 

"  "       "  cakes  1,000,000 

"      Mines  in  the  United  States      500,000 

Old  copper  from  various  sources    1,500,000 

In  all  about  13,000,000 

It  will  be  seen  that  nearly  all  the  pig  or  raw  cop- 
per imported,  is  obtained  from  Chili,  erroneously 
called  I'eruvim  copper,  in  this  country,  and  that  Eng- 
land supplies  us  in  refined  copper  and  copper  sheath- 
ing, with  more  than  one-fourth  of  all  the  copper  con. 
suraed  in  the  United  States. 

The  trade  between  the  United  Slates  and  the  west 
coast  of  South  America,  embracing  Chili,  Bolivia, 
and  Peru,  is  of  Ihe  annual  value  of  about  $1,500, 
000.  The  principle  articles  of  export  are  domestic 
cottons;  of  these  ten  or  twelve  million  yards  are  sent 
annually,  constituting  more  than  half  the  entire  va- 
lue of  all  our  exports  to  those  countries;  and  as  the 
value  of  the  raw  copper  obtained  in  return  bears  the 
same  relative  proportion  to  all  our  imports  thence,  it 
may  be  truly  said,  ihal  we  exchange  in  our  trade  with 
Chili,  ten  or  twelve  million  yards  of  cottons  for  six 
or  seven  million  pounds  of  copper. 

One  of  the  causes,  perhaps  the  chief  cause,  ena- 
bling us  to  compete  with  the  English  cotton  manu- 
facturers in  that  market  has  been,  that  we  have  made 
our  principal  returns  in  copper,  and  they  have  made 
theirs  in  the  precious  metals,  usually  the  least  profit- 
able articles  of  commerce,  as  is  well  known  to  all 
practical  merchants.  Without  domestic  cottons  for 
outward,  and  without  copper,  for  return  cargoes, 
this  trade  must  be  abandoned.  In  the  bill  referred 
to,  it  is  proposed  to  levy  a  duly  of  5  per  cent,  on 
raw  copper,  and  to  admit  copper  sheathing  free. — 
Under  tiie  present  law,  where  both  are  free  of  duly, 
the  .'\merican  manufacturer  has  to  contend  unaided 
by  government,  against  the  low  price  of  labor,  abun- 
dance of  capital,  and  cheapness  of  fuel,  enjoyed  by 
the  English  and  Welsh  manufacturer.  The  large  im- 
ports of  copper  sheathing  from  England,  show  the 
competition  against  which  we  contend,  and  against 
which  we  have  hitherto  sustained  ourselves  without 
any  protective  duty  on  this  important  article.  But 
if,  in  addition  to  the  advantages  already  enjoyed  m 
England  and  Wales,  the  raw  material  may  be  taxed 
here  and  copper  sheating  be  admitted  free,  we  are 
in  effect  called  upon  to  pay  a  bounty  to  the  foreign 
manufacturer  equivalent  to  the  duty  levied  on  the 
raw  material.  England  now  supplies  us  with  more 
than  half  the  copper  sheathing  we  require, — with 
this  new  advantage  of  five  per  cent,  she  will  furnish 
all. 

A  large  portion  of  the  copper  we  i.mport  from 
England  is  made  from  ores  or  pig  copper  obtained  in 
Chili,  and  if  the  proposed  duty  on  raw  copper  be  ex- 
acted, nearly  all  that  we  now  get  from  Ctuli  will  be 
sent  to  England,  and  being  there  manufactured  into 
sheathing,  will  be  sent  to  the  United  Slates,  thus 
giving  to  English  vessels  the  benefit  of  transporting, 
and  to  English  manufacturers  tlie  profits  of  refining 
and  rolling,  the  raw  material,  besides  depriving  us 
of  our  hest  murket  for  the  sale  or  exchange  of  our 
donieslie  cotton. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  capital  now  invested  in 
copper  manufactures  in  the  IJniteJ  Stales,  is  about 
one  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  embracing  die  re- 
lining  and  rolling  mills,  and  employing  a  large  num- 
ber of  workmen.  Hitherto  these  establishments 
have  struggled,  unaided  by  government,  against  the 
superior  advantages  of  English  and  Welsh  manufac- 
luiers,  aud  we  now  only  ask  for  them  a  continuance 
of  the  same  freedom  of  competition.  We  ask  no 
privileges  or  special  protection.  If  the  bill  referred 
to  become  a  law,  these  must  be  closed,  or  continued 
uniler  ruinous  disadvantages." 

The  navigating  interests  Ihank  you  for  competi- 
tion, but  let  It  be  a  state  of  competition.  Do  not  pro- 
ceed in  carrying  out  duties  in  such  sort  as  to  put 
down  the  whole  American  product,  using  none  but 
the  manufaclures  of  England  for  their  sheathing  of 
your  vessels.  1  will  read  another  paragrph  from  the 
petition: 

"We  have  thus  shown  what  will  be  the  effects  of 
the  proposed  duty, — the  impolicy  of  the  principle  in- 
volved is  not  less  obvious.  Without  entering  Into 
the  hackneyed  question  of  free  trade  and  protective 
duties,  wo  may  freely  aver,  lliat  it  is  net  the  iiiteli 
lion  of  congress  to  tax  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  for  ine  bcnelit  of  foreigners — and  yet  such  is 
the  operation  of  this  duty.  We  lax  a  raw  nialerial, 
which  wo  want  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  ivc 
charge  our   iiiaiiuraeturuis  with  that  tax,  if  ut  the 


same  lime  we  allow  foreigners  to  manufacture  that 
material  and  send  it  to  us  free  of  duty.  This  is  a 
bounty  to  foreigners  and  a  tax  upon  ourselves. — 
What  would  be  said  of  the  policy  of  England,  were 
she  to  tax  raw  cotton  and  admit  cotton  manufaclures 
free  of  duty?" 

[white  lead.] 

Well,  (asked  Mr.  W.)  is  that  not  exactly  what  we 
are  doing?  There  is  another  article,  white  lead — 
with  respect  to  which  the  same  policy  is  observed, 
and  on  that  subject  I  have  received  the  following 
letter  Irom  a  very  intelligent  and  respectable  quarter 
in  New  York: 

JVashinglon,  July  \3lh,  18-16. 

Hon.  Dakiei.  Websteh — Dear  Sir — Respecting 
the  proposed  duty  on  white  lead,  I  had  the  honor  of 
bringing  to  your  consideration  on  the  evening  of  last 
Saturday,  as  you  then  requested,  I  now  make  the 
following  disjointed  statements,  which,  when  you 
come  to  speak  on  the  tariff,  may  be  matter  that  you 
can  make  use  of  in  opposing  the  bill. 

The  capital  invested  in  the  manufacturing  mills  of 
while  lead  in  the  United  States  may  amount  to  about 
if2,250,000.  Almost  one  thousand  men  as  laborers 
are  employed  in  the  bi'siness  and  about  47,000,000 
lbs.  or  600,000  kegs,  all  the  product  of  the  Illinois 
and  Missouri  mines.  The  present  duty  is  4  cents  per 
lb. — the  proposed  duty  201,  which  will  be  equal  to  1 
or  at  most  1  20  100  per  lb.  The  white  lead  manu- 
factured in  the  United  States  is  not  inferior  to  that 
produced  in  any  other  countiy.  It  has  attained  its 
present  goodness  within  the  last  three  years,  owing 
principally  to  the  encouragement  given  by  the  tarifi" 
of  1842,  which  has  induced  the  investment  of  a  large 
additional  capital  in  the  manulacture  of  the  article, 
thereby  creating  a  great  competition  amongst  the 
manufacturers. 

For  your  information  I  would  state  that  the  price 
of  Peru  white  lead  in  oil  in  1820,  at  which  lime  there 
were  but  two  factories  in  the  United  States,  was 
twenty-four  per  ct.  per  lb.  Since  that  lime  it  has 
been  gradually  declining  in  price,  and  at  t.'ie  present 
moment  is  only  worth  6|c. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  article  imported  into  this  eoun- 
Iry,  in  favor  of  which  the  prejudice  is  so  strong  as 
that  of  English  white  lead.  Notwithslanding  the 
duly  of  four  cents  per  ib.,  considerable  quantities  are 
yearly  imported,  and  sold  at  a  profit  to  llie  English 
manufacturers.  If  wilh  the  present  duty  the  Ameri- 
can manufacturer  can  merely  sustain  himself  against 
the  prejudice  existing  in  favor  of  the  foreign  article, 
should  the  duty  be  reduced  to  four  per  cent.,  what 
but  total  ruin  to  him  would  be  the  consequence. 

Commending  the  subject  to  your  good  judgmenl.  I 
remain  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOIIK     L.MDLAW. 

So  much  for  Ihat  article.  Mr.  President,  there  is 
one  manufacture,  just  beginning  amongst  us  of  such 
an  interesting  character  to  the  labor  of  the  country, 
and  the  agricultural  employment  of  the  country  that 
1  beg  to  call  it  to  the  particular  attention  of  the 
senate — it  is  that  article  which  they  call  mousseline 
de  laine,  a  woolen  fabric  just  commenced  in  this 
country.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  immense  import 
for  some  years  past.  Now  I  wish  to  stale  the  facts 
connected  wilh  one  of  these  commencing  establish- 
ments. There  was  no  manufacture  of  this  article 
before  the  tariff  of  '42.  After  the  tariff  of  '42  was 
enacted,  the  manufacture  of  this  article  began  in 
several  of  the  middle  and  eastern  stales.  Among 
the  rest,  within  a  few  months  or  at  least  wilhin  the 
year,  a  manufactory  of  this  kind  has  been  attempted 
to  be  established  at  IManchester,  N.  H.,  near  the 
residence  of  my  honorable  friend  from  that  state,  on 
my  right,  (Mr.  Cilley.)  It  proceeds  on  the  basis  of  a 
large  capital.  They  ask  for  no  new  protection. — 
They  can  maintain  themselves  under  the  tariff  of 
'42.  Now  what  is  the  consequence?  I  have  a  state- 
ment from  Ihe  agent  conducting  that  establishment; 
and  I  beg  to  lay  it  bcfoie  the  consideration  of  the 
gentlemen  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  He  says  be- 
fore there  was  any  expectation  thai  this  bill  would 
pass,  they  had  senl  agents  into  Ohio  and  the  western 
part  of  Pennsylvania  to  buy  wool! — that  they  pro- 
posed 10  buy  annually  from  $300,000  lo  $500,000 
worth  of  wool  in  those  states,  and  perhaps  in  the 
western  part  of  New  York.  1  suppose  that  is  of 
some  importance  to  the  wool  groweis  of  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  New  York.  VVhcn  the  news  got  to 
New  Hampshire,  that  this  bill  as  it  now  stands  hero 
had  passed  the  house  of  representatives,  these  agents 
were  directed  not  to  buy  another  ounce,  and  they 
never  will  buy  another  ounce,  until  they  know  that 
this  bill  cannot  pass. 

Well,  here  is  another  petition,  or  a  paper  in  the 
form  of  a  petition,  respecting  another  raw  material. 
1  was  thinking  the  other  day  of  asking  the  senate  to 
print  it,  for  1  know  that  papers  can't  bo  printed  here 
till  they  have  had  a  pretty  ihoroUj;h  examination  by 
a  committee.     This  paper,  sir,  rcspoels  bnmsluna. 


NILES'  NATIONAL   REGISTER— AUG.  8,   1S4G— TARIFF— MR.  WEBSTER. 


[A  laugh.]  1  had  some  idea  of  send  ing  it  to  a  com 
milfee  thai  Ihcy  might  bring  it  to  the  judgment  of  all 
appropriate  organs,  to  see  whether  this  ought  to  be 
printed  or  not  [Laughter.]  This  is  another  small, 
but  not  inappropriate  exemplification  of  this  bill. — 
Hear  what  this  brimslono  man  says: 

.,VfW  York,  July  l.Sl/i,  1846. 

Hon.  Dakiel  VVebsteu — Dear  Sir:  The  subscri- 
bers, manufacturers  of  brimstone,  respectfully  ask 
the  liberty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following 
facts: — 

About  four  years  ae;o  they  commenced  the  manu- 
facture or  refining  of  brimslono.  Previous  to  that 
time,  all  the  brimstone  used  in  making  gunpowder 
and  for  other  purposes  in  this  country,  was  Imported 
from  Europe,  chiefly  from  France  and  England,  and 
the  price  was  about  >S75  a  ton. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  manufacture  as  above 
mentioned,  the  price  has  been  very  much  reduced, 
and  is  now,  and  has  been  for  more  than  a  year  past, 
a  fraction  less  than  S40  a  ton. 

The  tariff  of  1842  admits  crude  brimstone  free  of 
duty  and  levies  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  upon  refined. 
Mr.  .McKay's  bill  lays  a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  on 
crude  and  only  20  per  cent,  upon  refined   brimstone. 

The  quai  tity  of  crude  imported  into  the  country  is 
not  large,  and  the  amount  of  revenue  which  can  be 
raised  from  it  will  be  more  than  counterbalanced  by 
the  increased  price  which  government  will  be  oblig- 
ed to  pay  for  its  annual  purchases  of  brimstone  for 
the  ordnance  and  navy  department. 

Should  McKsy's  bill  become  a  law  without  amend- 
ment, the  manufacture  m  this  country  must  be  aban- 
doned, because  the  advantages  in  low  rate  of  wages, 
interest,  &-:.,  &c.,  enjoyed  by  ihe  European  manufac- 
turer, will  enable  him  to  undersell  the  American  in 
his  own  market. 

In  view  of  the  national  importance  of  the  manu- 
facture of  this  indispensable  munition  of  war,  the 
undersigned  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicit  you  to 
use  your  influence  to  have  tlie  article  of  crude  brim- 
stone taken  from  schedule  E  and  placed  on  schedule 
H  of  the  proposed  tarlH",  so  as  to  be  admitted  as  at 
present,  free  of  duty.  Very  respectfully,  your  ob't. 
serv'ts.  Jeffries  &  C.itterfield. 

Thus  we  see  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  this  arti- 
cle of  §35  a  ton,  in  consequence  of  Ihe  tarilf  of  '42, 
and  the  manufacture  of  which  will  be  totally  de- 
stroyed by  this  bill. 

I  shall  read  another  letter  relating  to  an  article 
connected  with  that  topic,  which  was  alluded  to,  and 
very  handsomely  discussed  yesterday  by  my  friend 
from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Simmons.)  It  is  a  very  cu- 
rious specimen  of  legislation,  with  reference  to  an 
article  ofsome  importance — sulphuric  acid: 

Boston,  July  Otii,  1846. 
Hon.  D.\NiEL  Webster — Sir:  I  have  works  in 
Newton  for  the  manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid,  or 
oil  of  vitriol — the  most  extensive  works  of  the  kind 
m  this  country,  and  Uno'ving  you  would  wish  to  be 
put  in  possession  of  the  bearing  of  the  proposed  tariff 
of  Mr.  McKay  upon  the  ditl'erent  interests  it  affects, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  showing  the  operation  of  it  upon 
the  article  that  I  manufacture,  and  the  obvious  de- 
sign of  some  one  to  strike  a  blow  at  this  business. — 
By  this  tariff,  acids  of  various  kinds,  such  as  muriat- 
ic,  nitric,  &c.,  used  for  chemical  or  medicinal  pur- 


Sulphuric  acid  enters  largely  into  the  cost  of  mak- 
ing bleaching  powders  and  bleaching  liquor;  and  it 
is  cvi.lcnt  that  the  foreign  maker  of  bleaching  pow- 
ders could  not  better  attain  his  end  than  by  raising 
Ihe  cost  of  making  sulphuric  acid  in  this  country,  at 
the  same  time  that  lie  gels  a  reduction  of  duty  on  his 
powders. 

As  1  have  formed  this  opinion,  I  have  thought  pro- 
per to  communicate  it.    I  am,  sir,  with  high  respect. 
Your  ob't  servant,  Georce  Gardner. 

Here  then  on  one  hand  the  foreign  agent  wishes  for 
the  passage  of  Mr.  McKay's  bill,  and  on  the  other 
the  American  manufacturer  implores  us  to  stick  to 
the  tariff  of  '42.  They  have  a  directly  opposite  in- 
terest, and  as  it  is  no  matter  of  revenue  of  any  con- 
siderable amount  whatever,  how  are  wo  to  interpret 
the  fact  that  the  former  is  so  obviously  protected  at 
die  expense  of  the  lattei?  Am  the  suspicious  of  this 
gentleman — whom  1  know  to  bo  highly  a  respectable 
man  of  business — entirely  unreasonable?  lie  says, 
there  must  have  been  some  one  at  work,  having  an 
interest  foreign  and  ho.stilc  to  the  interest  of  the 
American  producer  of  this  article,  and  similar  arti- 
cles, and  judge  you  whether  that  be  not  the  case — it 
Is  plain  and  manifest — whether  it  is  not  an  English 
provision,  favorable  to  English  labor,  rather  than  to 
American  labor? 

1  am  admonished  that  it  is  high  time  to  leave  these 
various  articles — I  will  not  call  them  minor  articles, 
because  they  are  all  important.  There  are  many 
more  to  which  1  have  directed  the  attention  of  the 
senate — there  arc  the  articles  of  skins  and  pelts,  of 
which  we  hear  nothing  here,  but  which  affect  a  great 
many  hundred  persons  employed.  The  same  thing 
takes  place  there — the  raw  material  is  taxed  higher 
than  the  manufactured  articles,  and  so  with  puss  and 
cut  furs  it  is  the  same  thing.  Now  I  want  somebody 
to  show  us  if  this  be  not  the  result — I  will  not  say  an 
intended  result — of  Ihis  bill  to  benefit  the  foreign 
manufacturer  and  laborer?  I  wish  somebody  to 
show,  Hliere  there  is  one  case  in  which  discrimina- 
lion  has  been  resorted  to,  and  it  has  been  in  favor  of 
the  American  laborer,  or  the  American  manufac- 
turer.    But  now — 

Paulo  majora  canaraus 
I  now  go  from  these  interests  to  articles  of  more 
prominence  and  perhaps  greater  importance,  and  1 
desire  to  say,  that  in  discussing  the  effects  of  this  ta- 
riff upon  the  industrial  labor  of  the  country,  with 
the  single  exception  which  1  have  named  in  regard 
to  the  new  manufacture  of  mouslin  de  laines,  just 
on  no  part  of  this  tariff  as  prejudicial  to  the  interests 
of  that  section  of  the  country  with  which  I  am  con- 
nected. I  leave  that  to  the  consideration  of  others. 
1  may  not  permit  myself  to  be  supposed  to  be  influ- 
enced on  these  topics,  by  Ihe  interests  of  manufac- 
turers around  me  and  amongst  whom  I  live,  and  for 
whose  property  and  happiness  I  never  can  feel  un- 
concerned. I  leave  that  to  the  judgment  of  the 
senate.  Driven  from  her  original  and  chosen  pur- 
suit— to  which  she  had  been  enthusiastically  addict- 
ed— conunerce — and  compelled  to  enter  upon  the 
field  of  manufactures  twenty-tivo  years  ago — if  it  be 
now  the  pleasure  of  this  government — if  it  be  the 
sense  of  the  American  people — if  the  south  and  the 
middle  and  the  west  say  so — she'll  ^o  back.     You  can 


distress  her — you  can  cripple  her — you  can  cramp 
her — you  cannot  annihilate  her   industry— her  self- 
poses,  or  for  manufacturing  or'ln'the  finc"ar'ts,'^a"re  I ''''"P^'^'— *"=''   capacity   to   take  care  of  lier.self.     A 
charged  with  a  duty  of  20  percent,  unless  otherwise    country  of  working  men,  who   are  willing  to  work 


provided  for 

As  an  exception  to  other  acids,  sulphuric  acid  or 
oil  of  vitriol  is  particularly  specified,  and  is  charged 
with  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent — and  the  material  froai 
which  this  is  made,  sulphur — which  has  been  liereto- 
fore  free,  is  charged  with  a  duly  of  fifteen  per  cent. 
I  have  been  at  a  loss  to  know  the  reason  for  singlin" 
out  this  acid  in  the  way  it  has  been,  for  it  is  evident 
that  it  has  been  particularly  dwelt  upon'in  construct- 
ing this  tariff,  and  for  the  want  of  any  information  in 
the  matter,  I  cannot  avoid  the  suspicion  that  it  has 
been  arranged  by  tiie  representations  of  those  spe- 
cially interested,  to  crush  the  manufacture  in  this 
country. 

During  the  past  year  the  supply  of  bleaching  pow- 
ders, has  been  very  short,  so  much  so,  as  lo  drive 
some  of  the  bleachers  into  making  a  substitute,  call- 
ed bleaching  liquor,  and  I  am  informed  that  the  sub- 
stitute is  preferred  by  those  who  have  used  it  on  ac- 
count of  its  doing  the  work  fully  as  well,  and  being 
much  cheaper  tlian  the  powders. 

The  manufacture  of  bleaching  powders  has  also  been 
carried  on  in  this  country  during  the  last  ten  years 
lo  a  considerable  extent  with  a  duty  of  one  cent,  per 
pound  on  the  imported,  which  is  more  than  twenty 
per  cent.  And,  Ihercfcre,  1  do  not  believe  the  arti- 
cle has  yet  been  made  to  be  prohibitable  to  manufac- 
turers, yet  the  manufacture  in  this  country  of  the 
powders  and  more  particularly  of  the  liquor,  13  a 
c»ub6  of  alarm  to  the  foreign  niauufaclurers. 


fourteen  hours  a  day,  may  bid  defiance  to  all  tariff;, 
and  all  miserable,  false,  partial  legislation.  They 
stand  upon  the  strength  ol  their  ovvn  character — re- 
solution and  capacily,  and  by  this  strength  and  that 
capacity,  they  maintain  themselves,  do  what  you 
please.     Not,   sir,   that  there  is  one  house  in  Ne 


al  of  the  states  are  concerned,  but  which  by  way  ol" 
eminence  men  are  apt  to  call  the  great  Pennsylva- 
iiian  interests;  and  so  they  arc.  Massachusetts  is  a 
purchaser  of  Pennsylvania  coal,  and  she  is  a  pur- 
chaser of  Pennsylvania  iron.  She  is  one  of  the  best 
purchasers  of  these  articles  from  lier  Pennsylvania 
friends.  She  will  maintain  a  just  system  for  tho 
prosecution  of  these  great  interests  just  as  if  they 
were  her  own.  Nay,  sir,  and  I  do  not  fear  that  I  am 
running  any  hazard  at  all,  when  I  say  that  this  feel- 
ing of  Massachusetts  towards  Pennsylvania,  is  entire- 
ly reciprocated  by  Pennsylvania  towards  iMassaclm- 
setts.  I  hear  it  whispered  about  those  halls,  that 
there  might  come  some  specific  for  the  case  of  Penn- 
sylyania.  That  there  might  be  an  amendment  mol- 
ed to  soolh  Pennsylvania  on  the  subject  of  iron  and 
coal,  leaving  the  rest  to  tho  desolation  of  this  bill. — 
Sir,  no  such  things  can  take  place.  Pennsylvania 
would  not  degrade  herself  by  accepting  such  a  boon. 
Pennsylvania  stands,  and  her  teprescntatives  hero 
stand,  pledged  and  instructed  to  the  tariff  of  '42.  I 
take  this  occasion  here  to  say,  that  I  am  arguing 
against  this  bill — this  p:uticular  bill,  and  1  have  not 
said,  and  I  shall  not  say  now,  what  other  provisions 
it  might  be  advisable  for  the  houses  of  congress  to 
adopt.  And  1  have  not  the  least  fear  in  the  world, 
sir,  that  Pennsylvania  is  going  to  bend  lier  proud 
neck,  to  take  a  boon  from  those  who  arc  inflicting 
this  severe  measure  of  discomfort  and  distress  upon 
tho  country;  that  she  will  just  take  a  sop  lo  herself 
and  turn  her  back  upon  her  friends.  There  is  not  a 
a  Pennsylvaniaii  who  would  consent  to  such  a 
thing.  Well,  now,  let  us  go  lo  these  iinportaat 
lubjeets  of  the  iron  trade,  and  coal  trade  of  Pena 
sylvania. 

It  is  very  well  known  that  Pennsylvania  is  very 
rich  in  mineral  wealth — that  next  to  1-Jiigland,  Penn- 
sylvania, considering  her  connection  east  with  llic 
Atlantic,  and  west  with  the  IMississippi,  and  then 
considering  her  mineral  productions,  is  naturally  tho 
richest  spot  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  Slie  has  mora 
means  of  supporting  population  than  any  country  I 
know  of  in  the  world,  except  it  be  the  south  end  of 
the  Island  of  Great  Britain.  Now  it  is  known  thjt 
it  IS  thirty  years  since  the  making  of  iruii  in  Peiia- 
sylvania  was  a  considerable  business.  The  present 
duly  on  iron,  by  the  law  of  1842,  is  §25  per  ton  of 
plain  bar  iron.  The  proposed  duly  is  30  per  cent,  on 
the  imported  article.  Now  the  price  oi  iron  at  Liv- 
erpool at  this  moment  is  <i'ti  or  jii40  per  ton.  The 
amount  of  duly  tlierefure  would  be  half  the  prescut 
duty  of  §12  50  per  ton. 

1  will  read  the  clause  of  the  bill  with  respect  lo 
iron,  for  it  is  worthy  of  being  read.  "Iron,  in  bars, 
blooms,  bolts,  loops,  pigs,  rous,  slabs,  or  other  form, 
not  otherwise  provided  for,  thirty  percent."  Here  is 
one  gcn'eral  assessment  of  duty  on  iron,  and  by 
this  bill  all  prijducts  of  iron  are  on  a  level — bar  iron 
and  pig  iron  are  both  considered  in  commerce  and 
manulaclures  as  raw  material  and  they  are  put  upon 
the  same  level  here  and  paying  the  same  duty  as 
every  manufacture  of  iron  down  to  penknives  and  ra- 
zors and  needles.  The  manufacture  is  ho  more  pro- 
tected Ihan  the  raw  material.  Now  what  is  tho  ef- 
fect of  this?  There  are  proprietors  in  Pennsylvania 
who  hold  great  estates  In  iron  mountains,  winch  are 
called  "royalties."  They  sell  the  ore  at  so  much  a 
ton,  and  they,  by  this  bill,  are  prolecied  so  far  as  the 
bill  goes  against  the  foreign  raw  material  of  bar  iron. 
But  their  lax  is  just  as  great  as  that  of  ore.  Tho 
persons  concerned  in  the  successive  subsequent 
aiages  of  Ihemanulacture,  the  labor,  thcrelore,  is  not 
protected  at  all.  The  proprietor  of  the  mountains, 
he  who  sells  the  ore,  has  this  protection,  such  as  it  is, 
against  the  English  proprietor,  but  the  niaiiulaoturcr 
has  no  more.      That  is  lo  say,  the  protection  does  not 


England,  at  this  moment,  in  which  the  proceedings  of;  go  on  according  to  the  qua'ntily  of  labor  which  i 
ihisday  are  not  looked  for  with  inlensest  interest.—  wrought  in,  or  according  to  the  increased  valu. 
No  man  rises   in   the   morning  hut  to  see  the  news-  °  ■  ■ 

paper.    No  woman  retires  at  night  without  inquiring 
of  her  husband  the  progress  of  this  great  measure 


Washington.  They  ask  about  it  in  Ihe  streets.  They 
ask  about  it  in  the  schools.  They  ask  about  it  every 
where.  And  they  ivill  take  whatever  answer  comes, 
as  men  should  lake  it,  and  they  will  feel  as  men 
should  feel  when  they  hear  it.  1  therefore  leave,  sir, 
to  the  senate,  all  Ihose  considerations — I  will  not 
suffer  myself  lo  bo  subjected  to  the  temptation  of  be- 
ing led  away  by  these  causes  which  might  be  suppos- 
ed to  influence  me,  and  turning  from  them  Iherelore, 
I  proceed  to  llie  consideration  of  other  subjects,  in 
Which  so  far  as  New  England  is  concerned, — if  she 
have  any  interest  at  all, — it  is  in  favor  of  this  bill, 
and  against  prolecied  interests.  Does  she  mean  the 
less  to  exercise  her  power,  little  or  great,  or  what- 
ever it  may  be,  in  favor  of  those  whoic  interests  are 
menaced  by  this  bill!     No,  sir — no,  sir. 

[iron  and  coai.  interests.] 
I  am  now   about  lo  speak  of  the  iron  inlcrest  and  ]  of  Pennsylvania.    (Jan  it  live  under  this  tarifl  ?     'J'h 
the  coal  inlercot— the  great  iiilercsts  in  which  sever-  -  people  of  Peuiuylvjiua  ask  the  powei  j  Hut  be,  to  suj 


hich  labor  has  wrought  into  the  raw  material. — 
I'his  law  therefore  is,  as  1  suppose,  coiiirary  to  all 
former  laws.  If  mere  be  any  like  it  1  hope  our  at- 
tention will  be  called  to  it.  Let  us  see  how  the  law 
of  '42  stood  on  this  point.  [.Mr.  W.  read  the  provi- 
sion of  the  act  of  '42.]  By  that  law  the  duly  is  in- 
creased jusl  as  the  uiaiiulaclure  increases. 

Let  me  direct  the  atleiilion  of  Ihe  senate  lo  the  ex- 
tent of  capital  invested  in  Hie  iron  Irade  ol  Pennsyl- 
vania. [;Mr.  W.  here  read  several  extracts  from  the 
report  01  ilie  conveiilioii  «  hich  assembled  in  Phila- 
delphia, on  January  'Jlh  last,  in  pursuance  ol  a  call 
truui  the  "Iron  and  (Joal  Association  of  the  .Slate  of 
Pennsylvania,"  showing  that  more  than  one  hundred 
per  cent,  additional  capital  had  been  invested  since 
'42  in  this  trade,  and  that  in  furnaces  §6, 10y,400  had 
been  invested  siiiee  that  time.] 

I  need  not  go  through  these  statistics,  Mr.  W.  con- 
tinued.    But  thus  you  may  see  what  is  the  iron  trade 
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pend  the  execution  of  the  sentence  upon  theni,  till 
this  be  considered;  and  it  is  a  mailer  of  figures.  It 
is  a  matter  of  truth  that  notwithstanding  the  richness 
of  the  Pennsylvania  mines— notwilhstandingtlie  great 
improvements  that  liave  been  made  in  the  mode  of 
conveyance  from  the  mines  to  salt  water,  she  cannot 
stand  the  compelilion  of  the  English  producers  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act.  And  any  man  who  will 
look  at  it  and  consider  it  with  candor  must  see  that 
thatistrue.  Well,  now  how  is  that  made  out?  It  is 
remarkable,  but  it  is  known,  I  suppose,  to  every  in- 
telligent man  in  Pennsylvania  acquaintad  with  this 
business  that  about  the  time  the  tariff  of  '-12  went 
into  operation  English  iron  was  exceedingly  low  and 
30  per  ceut.  on  the  low  price,  which  is  the  rale  pro- 
posed by  this  tariff,  would  have  carried  it  up  to  *,29, 
just  about  equal  to  the  cost  of  turning  ore  into  bar 
iron,  so  that  at  that  rate,  if  the  iron  had  stood  at  that 
price  it  could  not  have  been  manufactured  at  all. — 
But  here  comes  the  great  disadvantages  to  Pennsyl- 
vania The  mountains  are  rich,  but  they  are  in  the 
interior — they  are  remote  from  tide- water — the  cost 
of  transportation  must  be  added  to  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion. The  condilion  of  things  in  England  is  the  re- 
verse— quite  favorable  to  the  manufacturer;  so  that 
it  comes  to  this,  if  we  mean  to  diminish  the  protec- 
tion given  to  Pennsylvania  iron,  we  had  better  say  at 
once  that  we  would  take  it  all  off  and  depend  on 
England.  1  put  it  to  every  Pennsylvania  gentleman 
if  that  is  not  so.'  Now  England  lias  this  advantage. 
The  Welsh  iron  brought  to  New  York  or  Boston 
may  be  bought  and  is  bought  at  a  lower  rale,  by  one 
half,  than  the  average  cost  of  bringing  the  iron  from 
the  mines  in  Pennsylvania  to  the  same  market.  You 
see  it  is  a  question  between  land  and  water.  The 
rales  of  freight  show  the  truth  of  this.  It  can  be 
determined  by  prices-current,  that  iron  can  be 
brought  from  Wales  to  Boston  at  half  the  expense 
incurred  in  bringing  it  from  Pennsylvania  to  Boston. 
Any  proprietor  of  iron  mines  in  Wales  can  send 
the  iron  to  Ihe  United  Slates  for  from  one  dolbr  and 
a  half  to  t.vo  dollars  and  a  half  per  ton.  For  Ihat 
he  can  send  it  from  his  mines  to  the  wharves  at  Bos- 
ton. Now  Pennsylvania  cannot  get  it  there  from  the 
mines  for  less  than  from  three  to  five  dollars  a  ton. 
Well,  1  say  therefore,  it  comes  e.sactly  down  to  this 
— if  we  mean  lo  maintain  the  manufaclure  of  iron 
in  the  United  States  at  all,  we  must  keep  v^t  the 
duly;  and  if  we  dont  mean  to  maiulain  it,  let  it  go 
down! 

But  the  great  contest  which  the  Pennsylvania  iron 
and  by  that  I  mean  all  the  iron  of  the  United  Slates 
—  has  to  sustain  is  not  against  Welsh  iron  so  much 
as  that  which  Ihe  coal  of  Pennsylvania  has  to  sustain 
against  the  Nova  Scotia  and  Brunswick  coal  down 
here  in  the  colonies,  it  happens  that  a  vessel  can 
come  directly  to  the  side  of  the  mountains. and  be 
loaded  from  the  mines,  without  any  land  transporla- 
lion  at  all.  The  lime  trade  otfars  another  remarka- 
ble illustration  of  the  same  thing.  In  New  England 
we  have  very  little  limestone  country — east  of  the 
range  of  the  Green  mountains  almost  none.  Ail  the 
Middle  states  and  a  great  portion  of  Ihe  Southern 
states  contain  much  limestjne.  What  is  the  fact  in 
this  ca^e?  Why  the  country  from  New  York  to  New 
Orleans  is  supplied  with  that  limestone  chiefly  from 
Maine.  Why  should  this  happen?  These  are  lime- 
stone countries.  We  have  very  liltle  lime  and  yet 
we  supply  you  with  it.  Why,  it  happens  because  on 
the  shore  of  Maine  down  at  Thoniastown,  there  is 
one — thus  far — inexhaustible  quarry  of  limestone; 
and  the  vessels  can  come  up  to  the  lime-kiln  and  get 
it,  and  when  it  is  got  on  the  water  it  is  no  matter 
how  far  it  has  to  be  carried.  It  is  of  very  little  icn- 
porlance  as  to  the  price,  whether  it  is  discharged  at 
New  York  or  Philadelpliia  or  New  Orleans.  It  is 
the  expense  of  the  land  transportation  of  these 
heavy  articles  that  constitutes  so  much  of  the  cost, 
and  lor  this  reason  the  iron  of  Pennsylvania  in  lliose 
mountains  cannot  stand  the  expense  of  transportation 
to  Boston  and  New  York  and  there  meet  in  coinpeti 
lion  with  the  iron  of  Wales  without  the  full  ilegree 
of  protection  it  now  enjoys,  and  therefore  I  say,  if 
this  bill  pass,  leaving  iron  with  all  its  nianufacUuvs 
and  ramilir.alions  at  30  per  cent,  they  mijht  just  au 
well  put  it  at  a  per  cent.  The  manufactuie  declined 
under  the  old  "compromise  act."  It  rose  i  i  M2,  and 
the  labor  of  persons  employed  rose  in  proportion. — 
Tliat  law  was  certainly  hailed  in  Pennsylvania  as 
being  conformable  to  all  her  views  and  opinions, 
and  capitalists  were  led  to  invest — in  whal?  Not 
only  in  mines  and  ships,  but  also  in  those  underta- 
kings necessary  to  bring  the  coal  into  the  market. — 
Why,  look  at  the  Reading  railroad,  made  for  no  pur- 
pose on  earth  but  to  bring  the  coal  down  from  Potts- 
villc  to  Philadelphia— can  any  gentleman  lell  me 
what  it  cost? 

Mr.  .'Jrc/ifr— upwards  of  ten  millinns. 

Mr.  (I'iftsftr.— My  friend  tells  ine  it  cost  upwards 
of  ten  millions  to  choapeu  navigation— and  thai  U  lo 


I  be  added  to  these  six  millions  (invested  in  furnaces.) 
And  then  the  canal  cost  five  or  six  millions — alto- 

I  gether  not  less  than  twenty  millions  of  money  ex- 

I  pended  by  railroad  corporations  and  canal  corpora- 
tions in  Pennsylvania  foe  the  purpose  of  facilitating 

'  the  transportation  of  iron  and  coal. 

Now,  1  wish  to  make  one  remark  worthy  to  be  re- 
collected in  all  our  political  economy.  The  increase 
in  the  investments  of  capital  in  great  works  of  this 
kind  necessarily  tends  to  reduce  the  profits  on  that 
capital.  That  is  a  necessary  result  just  as  natural  as 
those  causes  which  occasion  water  to  flow  to  the 
sea.  But  then  it  has  exactly  the  reverse  action  upon 
labor,  for  the  more  that  capital  is  invested  in  these 
great  operations,  the  greater  is  the  call  for  labor,  and 

!  therefore  the  ratio  is  here  the  other  way,  and  the 
rates   of  labor  increase  as  the  profits  of  capital  di- 

[  minish.  Well,  is  there  any  thing  undemocratic  and 
unpopular  in  such   a  system   as   that — a  system  that 

'  causes   a  diminution  of  profits  to  the  capitalist  and 

]  consequent  increase  of  remuneration  to  the  hands  of 

I  labor? 

This  20  per  cent,  of  the  actual  amount,  is  no  joke 
in  commercial  operations.  Now  here  is  proof  again 
from  the  nature  of  things,  of  the  great  advantages 
that  it  gives  to  the  foreign  article.  There  are  mines 
at  Wilkesbarre,  lying  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  and 
the  coal  can  there  be  brought  and  put  on  board  in 
the  river,  as  cheap  as  Nova  Scotia.  B  Jt  there  is  not 
the  same  facility  forgetting  it  to  the  sea.  They  have 
a  degree  of  facility,  and  by  taking  the  canals  it  is 
able  to  compete   with  the  coal  at  Philadelphia  and 

I  elsewhere,  that  comes  down  the  Reading  railroad. — 
Yet  it  could  not  enter  into  competition  with  the  Nova 
Scotia  coal. 

I      The  cost  of  transportation  from  Pottsville  to  Phi- 

[  ladelphia,  though  by  the  noblest  land  carriage  in  the 
world,  is  equal  to  the  cost  of  Nova  Scotia  coal  free 
on    board    the  vessel — gl  50  per  ton.     Now,  if  you 

I  add  a  duly  of  thirty  per  cent,  to  that,  it  comes  to 
$1  95 — on  board  at  Philadelphia  it  is  §3  50 — that  is 

j  the  difference.  Nova  Scotia  coal  is  $4  20  at  Boston. 
The  freight  to  Bos'on  of  Pennsylvani.i  coal  is  $1  75, 
making  the  cost  in  Boston  of  Philadelphia  coal  <j5  25, 

!  against  $4  20  Nova  Scotia  coal — a  clear,  raalhema- 

i  lical  preference  of  §1  05   per  ton!     That  on  a  ton 

'  which  costs  $5. 

But  now  let  me  lake  another  view  of  the  same 
subject.  What  is  coal?  Is  it  a  produciion  of  nature 
or  IS  it  a  production  of  art,  or  is  it  a  production  of 
human  labor?  What  is  it?  I  will  take  a  ton  of  coal 
at  the  wharf  at  Boston.  Its  tost  is  $5  25;— of  what 
is  that  made  up?  How  much  of  the  raw  material? — 
How  much  of  labor?  The  proprietors  of  the  moun- 
tains rent  the  mines  for  so  much  per  ton.  The  owner 
of  the  mines  has  about  18  or  2U  cents  a  ton.  The  rest 
of  the  price  is  made  up,  earned,  distributed  beUveen 
those  who  dig  it,  transport  it,  and  those  who  have  in- 
vested capital  in  the  means  of  its  transportation  to 
Philadelphia  and  thence  to  the  market.  Now  the 
present  duty  isjl  75 — the  proposed  duty  will  be  only 
42  cents — that  is,  you  reduce  the  protection  of  the 
coal  interest  by  13U  out  of  175! 

Now,  sir,  I  do  maintain  that  this  is  a  reduction  in 
the  duties  on  the  arliole  against  which  Pennsylva- 
nia cannot  stand.  I  will  be  answerable  for  the  ac- 
curacy of  this  calculation.  I  have  gone  over  them 
myself.  I  have  obtained  the  data  from  unquestion- 
able sources.  The  judgment  of  the  senate  can  rely 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  IVId.,  here  rose  and  sa.d,  that  it 
was  now  late  in  the  day,  and  if  the  senator  from 
IVlassachusetts  would  yield  the  floor,  he  would  move 
that  the  senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  Lewis  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Mr.  fVcbiter — (smiling) — Come  on  then. 
The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  adopt- 
ed by  a  vote  of  27  to  26. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 
[The  senate  chamber  was  densely  crowded  during 
the  delivery  of  this  speech.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Web- 
ster commenced  speaking,  the  house  of  representa- 
tives adjourned,  ami  many  of  the  members  were  with- 
out and  within  the  bar.  Every  part  of  the  galleries 
v/as  occupied,  and  though  the  d.iy  was  oppressively 
hot,  the  auditory  manifested  the  most  marked  and 
patient  altention  throughout.  Mr.  Webster  spoke 
four  hours] 

Monday,  Jidij  27, 134G.  The  senate  having  resum- 
ed the  consideration  of  the  special  order  of  the  day, 
Ihe  new  tariff'  bill. 

Mr.  yVcbsUr  thus  resumed  and  concluded  his  re- 
marks in  opposition  to  Ihe  bill: — 

It  13  a  circumstance  a  good  deal  characleristic, 
Mr.  P rtsiikni ,  of  the  state  of  things  in  which  we 
find  ourselves  placed,  and  strongly  indicative  of  thai 
absorbing  interest  which  belongs  to  the  question  that 
1  have  not  the  honor  today  to  address  a  full  senate. 


Since  the  commencement  of  my  observations  on  Sa- 
turday morning,  an  honorable  member  from  one  of 
the  southern  states,  (Mr.  Huywood),  has  vacated  his 
seat  in  this  body.  We  perhaps  may  soon  hear  from 
him  of  the  reasons  which  led  him  to  leave  the  sta- 
tion  which  he  had  occupied,  and  to  fill  which  he  had 
been  chosen.  I  am  no  otherwise  acquainted  with 
those  reasons  than  I  gather  them  from  a  very  extra- 
ordinary article  in  the  government  paper  this  morn- 
ing— I  mean  on  Saturday  evening.  1  infer  from  that, 
that  honorable  member  left  his  seat  here  from  an 
inability  to  support  the  measure  of  the  administra- 
tion now  before  us,  and  from  a  great  unwillingness 
lo  disoblige  his  party  friends  and  connections  by 
voting  against  it.  Sir,  as  he  is  gone,  I  may  speak  of 
him  as  a  man  of  character  and  standing  here  and  at 
home — a  man  of  learning  and  attainments — of  great 
courtesy — unsurpassed  industry  and  attention  in  the 
discharge  of  his  public  duties — and  as  we  all  know, 
so  far  as  we  can  judge  of  his  course  here,  an  intelli- 
gent and  consistent  friend  of  the  present  administra- 
tion. 

Now  sir,  I  confess  that  I  am  ashamed  of  my  coun- 
try when  I  see  a  gentleman  of  that  charater  retiring 
from  this  place,  bunted,  abused,  defamed,  accord- 
ing to  the  dCt^ree  of  abuse  and  defamation  which 
some  writer  for  the  government  in  the  paper  of  the 
government  sees  fit  to  pour  out  against  him.  It  is 
a  disgrace  to  the  civilization  of  the  age.  It  is  a 
disgrace  to  American  civilization.  It  is  a  disgrace 
to  this  government.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  the  American 
press. 

Another  circumstance  of  common  intelligence  is 
not  unworthy  of  notice  before  I  proceed  to  the  re- 
maining observations  which  1  intend  to  submit  to  the 
senate.  If  we  may  believe  the  current  intelligence 
oftheday,  the  admiiiiilralion  of  the  government  is 
now  in  possession  of  oflicial  and  authentic  informa- 
tion that  an  extraordinary  and  vigorous  effort  is  mak- 
ing throughout  the  whole  republic  of  Mexico  to  sus- 
tain herself  in  the  v/ar  now  carried  on  against  her  by 
the  United  Slates.  I  suppose  the  government  is  now 
informed  that  Bravo  is  appointed  president  of  Mexi- 
co ad  interim,  and  that  Paredes  with  such  forces  as 
he  Can  collect  is  marchiug  to  the  north,  and  that 
there  is  a  spirit  of  united  resistance — united  action, 
and  of  general  contribution  toward  the  purpose 
which  they  call  defence  of  the  country,  such  as  was 
never  manifested  before — that  the  clergy  contribute 
— that  the  provinces  contribute — that  individuals  con- 
tribute ill  a  manner  altogether  unknown  in  Mexico 
since  the  time  of  her  revolution.  I  suppose  that  the 
government  is  at  this  moment  in  possession  of  all 
that  intelligence— how  well-founded,  they  are  to 
judge — but  that  they  have  such  information  from  of- 
ficial souices  I  entertain  no  doubt  at  all:  And  I  use 
it  now  only  for  this  end,  that  in  this  stale  of  things  a 
new  reason  is  afforded  why  we  should  do  nothing  to 
disturb  the  just  especlalions  of  revenue  or  to  dimin- 
ish the  necessary  income  of  the  treasury. 

Now  sir,  as  connected  with  that  subject,  I  will  read 
to  the  senate  a  paper  which  I  had  not  strength  to 
read  on  Saturday,  and  I  will  make  no  comment  on 
it  except  so  far  as  lo  describe  the  character  of  tha 
gentleman  who  wrote  it  and  Ihe  character  of  the  gen- 
tleman to  whom  it  was  addr^'ssej.  Tiie  writer  is 
Edward  H.  Nichol  of  the  city  of  New  York — a  mer- 
chant of  the  very  highest  character  in  that  city — a 
gentleman  every  way  friendly  to  the  preseut  admin- 
ibtration  of  the  government  and  to  the  party  now  in 
power — a  gentleman  who  was  an  administration  can- 
didate very  recently  for  a  seat  in  the  oilier  house  of 
congress,  'i'he  letter  respects  the  effects  of  this  bill 
on  six  articles  of  importation — spirits,  pepper,  pimen- 
to, cassia,  cloves,  and  sugar  and  molasses.  It  is  ad- 
dressed to  Isaac  Towll^hend,  esq.  another  highly 
respectable  merchant  an  I  of  the  same  political  asso- 
ciations. And  I  will  venture  to  say  that  if  the  gen- 
llcmeu  connected  with  the  admiiuslration  of  the  go- 
vernment had  sought  out  amongst  all  its  friends  of 
the  mercantile  classes  throughout  the  whole  country, 
for  the  most  intelligent  and  competent  gentlemen  to 
give  them  their  opinions  and  advise  on  the  subject  of 
this  tariU  bill,  they  would  have  found  no  body  of  su- 
perior recommendations  for  that  olfice  to  Air.  Ed- 
ward H.  Nichol.  Having  said  so  much  I  will  read 
this  letter  and  submit  it  to  the  senate  without  another 
remark. 

Isaac  Towmsiiend,  esq. 

Dear  sir — In  answer  to  your  note  under  date  of  the 
I8lh  instant,  propounding  certain  questions  as  re- 
gards the  present  tariff,  and  the  one  now  proposed 
and  under  discussion  in  the  senate,  I  answer  in  the 
following  manner,  viz: 

Spiriti — The  duty  accruing  on  spirits  of  all  kinds, 
under  the  present  tariff,  at  85  to  UO  cents  per  gallon, 
may  be  estimated  at  §1,400,000  to  $1,500,000. 

The  average  cost  at  the  different  places  of  produc- 
tion, may  bo  estimated  at  42  to  45  cents  per  gallon, 
ou    which   tlio  ad   valorem    duly,  as  now  proposed. 
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would  be   100  percent,  and  estimating  the  annual  I  importer.    You   will   notice  that  two-thirds  of  the 
importation  to  be  equal  to  that   of  the  last  three  or    rnerchandise    imported   subject    to   ad    valorem,   is 

four  years,  viz:  1,500,000  gallons,  would  yield  !  brought  into   our  city    by   foreigners.     Thoso    men 

about  720,000  I  come  among  us  possessing  no  national  foeliugs,  and 

Utile  or  no  regard  for  our  laws  and  inslilulions,  and 

DilTerence,  §760,000  I  a  custom  house  calh  is  but  a  by-word  with  them  — 

Pepper — The   annual  consumption  of  pepper  may  I  They  locale  themselves  in  by-stieets  and  alleys,  sub- 
be  estimated   at   3,600,000   pounds — present  dutySiject  to  no  military  or  jury  duty,  and  pay  little  or   no 


cents  per  lb.  yitlJing  $175,000 

The  average  cost  at  the  place  of  production, 
is  2'  to  3  cents  per  pound,  and  proposed 
duty  of  30  per  cent,  ad  valurein,  would 
yield  §34,500 

Difference,  §140,500 

Pimento — The  annual  consumption  of  pimento,  may 
be  estimated  at  1,500,000  pounds — with  the  present 
duty  of  5  cents  per  pound  would  yield  §75,000 

The  average  cost  at  the  place  of  production, 
3  J  to  4  cents  per  pound,  on  which  the  pro- 
posed duty  of  30  per  cunt,  ad  valorem, 
would  be  about  §18,000 

Difference,  §57,000 

Cassia — The  annual  consumption  of  cassia  is  about 
1,000,000  pounds,  at  the  present  duty  of  5  cents  per 
lb.  would  yield  §50,000 

The  average  cost  at  the  place  of  production, 
is  7  cts.  per  pound,  and  the  proposed  duty 
of  30  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  would  yield 
about  §90,000 

Difference,  §30,000 

Cloves — The  annual  consumption  is  about  160,000 

lbs.  at  8  cents  per  pound, — present  duty  would  yield 

about  §12,800 

The  cost  at  place  of  production,  is  13  to  14 

cents  per  pound — at  30  per  cent  ad  valorem     G,400 

Difference,  §6,400 

Sugar  and  .Molasses — ^Tho  annual  duly  accruing  un- 
der the  present  tariff  of  85  to  90  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
may  be  estimated  at  from  §3,000,000  to    §3,500,000 
Whereas   the  proposed  duty,  30  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  would  yield  1,400,000 


S 

y,  difference 

§2,100,000 

Recapilulal 

on. 

Present.        Proponed. 

Difference. 

Spirits, 

SI. 500,000       $720,000 

18780,000 

Pepper, 

175.000            31,500 

140,000 

Pimento, 

75,030            13.000 

57,000 

Cassia, 

50,000            20,000 

30,000 

Cloves, 

]'2,80O             C  400 

6,100 

Sugar  &  mr 

lasses. 

3,500,000      1,400,000 

2,100,000 

85,312,000  §2,198,000  $3,163,000 
You  will  notice  by  this  hasty  sketch  that  1  now 
hand  you, Ihat  the  difference  between  the  present 
duty  and  that  now  proposed,  is  about  three  millions 
one  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand  dollars,  (§3,- 
163,000),  on  the  varions  articles  above  named,  but  it 
is  to  be  presumed  that  there  will  be  a  gradual  in- 
crease of  importations;  yet  a  number  of  years  must 
elapse  before  it  will  make  up  the  deficiency.  As  re- 
gards the  exportatioiis  of  foreign  merchandize,  should 
the  proposed  tariff  become  a  law,  it  is  diHicult  to  ar- 
rive at  any  definite  conclusion.  Il  is  to  be  presumed, 
however,  that,  with  the  large  surplus  in  the  different 
warehouses,  now  in  the  Atlantic  cities,  and  the  very 
limited  demand  we  must  have  previous  to  the  first  of 
December,  as  no  jobber  or  vender  will  buy  any  more 
than  will  supply  his  daily  demands.  Consequently, 
the  expurtalions  probably  will  be  large,  exceeding 
the  ordinary  expcriations  under  the  present  tariti', 
and  may  make  drafts  on  the  various  custom  houses, 
in  debenture,  to  the  extent  of  §800,000  to  §1,000,000 
more  than  otherwise  would  be. 

The  importers,  should  the  proposed  tariS  become 
a  law,  will  very  soon  begin  to  ship  their  goods  out  of 
the  country;  then,  reimport  them,  and  place  them  in 
the  warehouses  to  remain,  or  be  taken  out  in  detach- 
ed parcels,  previous  to  the  first  of  December;  when, 
whatever  then  remains  will  be  subject  to  a  low  duty. 
How  much  better  and  more  just  would  it  be,  (as  was 
the  case  when  the  reduction  of  the  tariff  took  place 
in   1830  and    1631),  to   let   all   merchandize  "not  in 


They  have  a  branch  of  their  house  or  work 
shop  in  Europe,  and  however  intelligent  or  adroit 
our  appraisers  may  be,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  de- 
tect them  in  their  falsified  invoices. 

Should  the  proposed  tariff  become  a  law,  the  Ame- 
rican merchants  will,  from  necessity,  almost  cease 
to  be  importers,  so  far  as  our  trade  is  concerned  with 
Europe.  Therefore,  let  our  duties  be  ascertained  by 
weight  and  measure,  and  we  shall  at  least  stand  a 
fair  and  equal  chance  at  the  custom  houso  with  these 
foreign  importers. 

If  these  remarks  should  be  of  any  service  to  you, 
I  shall  be  pleased  and  gratified,  and  remain  respect- 
fully yours,  EDWARD  H.  NICOLL. 
Alio  York,  17(/i  Julu,  1846. 

On  Saturday,  Mr.  President,  I  submitted  remarks 
and  estimates  and  calculations  upon  the  subject  of 
iron  and  coal  and  I  founded  these  remarks  and  csti 
mates  on  the  iron  and  coal  of  Pennsylvania  for  sake 
of  precision  and  to  make  such  calculation!- an  exam- 
ple of  the  rest.  1  have  now  only  to  say  in  that  re- 
spect that  there  is  iron  and  coal  in  New  Yoak — in 
Tennessee — iu  Georgia — in  Virginia — in  IVlaryland 
all  coming  in  share  and  share  alike  for  the  good  or 
for  the  evil  which  the  new  system  will  produce. 
[commerce  and  kavigation. 
Now,  sir,  I  proceed  to  say  somelhin'^  upon  the  in- 
fluence— the  necessary  influence  which  Ibis  proposed 
change  in  our  system  will  exercise  upon  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  the  country.  1  shall  do  that 
bj  exhibiting  a  series  of  tables  which  will  speak  for 
themselves;  which  1  know  have  been  drawn  up  with 
great  accuracy,  fnundtd  on  the  last  estimates  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  so  far  as  revenues  is  con- 
cerneil,  and  estimates  regarding  itie  value  of  freights 
collected  from  the  first  mercantile  sources  in  the 
country.  Now  here  1  wish,  as  a  general  rematk  on 
these  varions  papers,  and  which  they  exhibit  and 
confirm,  to  say  what  would  naturally  be  expected  to 
be,  true,  that  for  some  years  past, since  the  favor  and 
protection  of  the  government  were  given  to  the  in- 
ternal manufactures  of  the  country,  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  country  has  conformed  to  that  state  of  things; 
and  a  change  in  the  business  of  navigation  and  com- 
merce and  frci,;ht  consequent  upon  these  internal 
changes  is  quite  as  striking  as  these  internal  changes 
themselves;  and  the  great  element  of  that  change 
consists  in  a  change  in  the  nature  of  the  main  articles 
of  import,  showing  a  diminution  ofarticles  of  manu- 
factured character,  and  a  vast  augmentation  of  arti- 
cles of  the  character  of  raw  material — bulky  articles; 
the  consequence  of  which,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  ta- 
bles 1  am  about  to  exhibit,  is  an  actual  increase  of 
the  earnings  of  the  shipping  interest  as  freiglit.  Be- 
cause all  know  that  freight  is  proportioned  to  the  bulk 
of  the  article  and  not  to  its  cost.  It  is  the  space  that 
the  commodity  fills  in  the  ship  and  not  its  value  that 
regulates  the  rate  of  freight.  Therefore  it  is,  that 
though  the  importations  may  be  greatly  augmented 
in  value  from  being  composed  of  manufactured  arti- 
cles chiefly,  yet  the  freight  is  not  increased  in  the 
same  ratio,  but  may  be  diminished.  That  fact  is 
notorious  to  all  those  acquainted  with  the  commerce 
of  the  country — perfectly  understood  by  all  the  ship 
owners  of  the  United  States — ^and  that  fact  is  of  itself 
sufficient  to  account  forthc  greatand  important  truth 
that  the  navigation  interest  of  the  United  Stales — the 
ship  owners  to  a  man — oppose  this  change  of  system, 
because  this  system  gives  more  employment  to  this 
navigation  than  the  system  now  attempted  to  be  sub- 
stituted for  it. 

Now,  sir,  a  heavy  mass  or  amount  of  raanufactur- 
e<l  articles  as  is  well  known  comes  from  France  and 
England-  Our  various  commerce  and  our  imporla- 
tions  of  heavy  articles  come  from  round  Ihe  cape — 
from  Urazll  and  from  the  north  of  Europe.  The 
tables  which  I    propose  to  exhibit  to  the  senate  will 


other  metals,  earthen  and  glass  ware,  clothing  ready 
made,  hats  and  bonnets,  leather,  bouts  and  shoes, 
paper,  cotton  bagging,  and  various  other  unenume- 
raled  articles,  valued  at§58,8-'9,000.  Duties  thereon, 
§18,494,000.     t'reighls,  §920,865. 

Foreign  articles  for  consumption,  such  as  coffee, 
tea,  sugar,  [proportion  of]  wines,  spirits,  fruits  and 
spices,  molasses  [proportion  of],  salt,  coal,  lish,  beer, 
ale  and  porter,  and  various  other  uncuumeratcd  arti- 
cles, value  §20,242,000.  Duties,  §5,735,000.  Freights, 
§2,985,000. 

Foreign  articles  for  manufacture  in  the  United 
States,  such  as  sugar  [proportion  of],  molasses 
[proportion  of],  iron  [proportion  of],  stoel,  hides 
and  furs,  copper  and  brass,  mahogany,  wool,  rags, 
salt  petre,  hemp,  indigo,  dye,  stufls,  &.c.  bristles, 
camphor,  dye  wood,  linseed,  raw  silk  and  other  uii- 
enumeratcd  articles,  value  §22,569,000.  Duties, 
§4,677,000.     Freights,  §3,754,150. 

nECAPITOLATlO.V. 

Value.  Duties.      Freightt, 

I'\ueign  nianufactr-   53  829,000      13,494  000       920  335 
ed  articles,  '  '       '  ' 

nrticlos  for  .20212,000        8,735.000    2,9S5,000 
consuinptioii,      '       '  '       '  '       ' 

"  uianuhiciured  2^,569.000        4,677,000    3,754,000 
in  this  counu'y,  '  '      * 


broken  parcels"  go  to  the  custom  house  on  the  eve  of;  show  the  amount  of  these  respectively  and  the  change 
the  first  of  December  and  remain,  rather  then  force  ■  produced  in  them  the  last  five  years.  Now,  sir,  let 
the  merchants  to   the  expense   of  shipping,  for   the    me  premise  that  articles  of  import  into  the  U.  States 


purpose  o{  evading  the  present  duties 

You  must  be  aware,  as  well  as  myself,  that  the 
importations  for  the  next  five  months  must  be  ex- 
tremely limited,  and  that  all  the  goods  that  are  im- 
ported for  Ihe  next  five  months  will  go  the  public 
stores  for  the  benefit  of  ihe  proposed  reduction. — 
Consequently,  the  government  will  derive  lillle  or  no 
revenue  from  foreign  importations  for  that  period. 

So  far  as  my  experience  teaches  me,  I  have  ever 
been  in  favor  of  specific  instead  of  ad  valorem  duties, 
believing  that  the   revenue  is  more  securely  collect- 


are  properly  divisable  into  three  classes — first,  those 
articles  which  come  here  nuuiufactared  and  come 
here  fit  for  use — for  sale; — secondly,  articles  brought 
here  for  consumption  but  without  any  manufacture 
when  they  arrive  here; — thirdly,  those  arlieles  which 
are  in  the  nature  of  ra^v  material  and  are  brought 
here  to  undergo  a  process  of  manufacture.  Let  us 
then  see  the  amount  of  freight  derived  from  the  re- 
spective classes  of  imports:  — 

ACCOU.NT    OF    l.MI'ORTS,   1815. 

Foreign   manufactured  articles,  being  silk,  wool. 


ry. 

101,610,000      28,966,000    7,069,865 

Now,  sir,  I  have  said  that  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  foreign  trade  of  the  country  since  the  in- 
troduction of  the  manufacluring  system  of  the  U. 
Slates,  which  was  naturally  to  be  expected,  and  [ 
think  il  was  suggested  the  other  day  by  my  friend 
from  Maryland,  near  me,  (Mr.  JoIiiis-ju)  that  a  great 
mistake  is  that  we  do  not  accominod;ite  our  legisla- 
tion to  the  changing  ciscumstances  of  the  country, 
and  to  think  that  we  can  go  back  to  where  we  were 
years  ago,  without  disturbing  any  interest  except 
those  immediately  atlected,  whereas  such  is  the  con- 
nexion and  cohesion,  and  so  clearly  arc  all  these  in- 
terests united,  that  there  comes  to  be  a  complexity 
in  it,  and  there  is  no  disturbing  one  great  branch  of 
the  system  without  injuring  all  the  rest.  Here  is  a 
tabic  of  our  trade  with  South  America  and  beyond 
the  Capes  with  a  comparison  of  that  trade  in  the 
year  1828  and  the  present  year: 

Comparison  of  our   trade   with   places  beyond    the 

Capo  of  Good  Hope  and  South  America: 

In  18-'8 — The  value  of  imporls  from  the  Dutch 
East  Indies,  British  I'last  Indies,  .Manill-j,  China, 
Buenos  Ayres,  Brazils  and  other  South  American 
ports  to  this  country,  was  §12,233,000. 

The  value  of  our  domestic  exports  to  Iho  same 
points,  §3,703,000.  The  tonnage  shipping  employed, 
49,291.' 

In  1845 — Our  imports  to  the  same  ports  wore  to 
the  value  of  §21,519,000 — being  an  increase  of  75 
per  cent.  The  value  of  our  domestic  exports  to  said 
ports,  §7,257,000 — being  an  increase  of  90  per  cent, 
and  the  tonnage  of  shipping  employed,  122,657,  or 
an  increase  of  150  per  cent. 

The  whole  increase  of  tonnage  employed  over  tha 
increase  in  the  value  of  imports,  is  owing  to  the  pre- 
sent importation  of  the  coarse  and  bulky  articles  for 
manufacture,  instead  of  the  manufactured  silk  and 
cotton  goods  of  Cliina,  Manilla  and  Calcutta. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  increased  employment  of 
our  tonnage,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  in 
this  distant  transport,  has  been  from  the  importation 
of  Ihe  raw  materials  for  manufacturing  in  our  coun- 
try, and  of  the  increased  quanties  of  cofFee  and  teas, 
and  no  doubt  increased-cxportalion  of  our  domestic 
products,  to  those  distant  places  has  been  promoted 
by  this  increase  in  imports.  Tliose  domestic  pro- 
ducts were  manufactured  cotton  and  woolen  goods, 
lumber  and  articles  of  furniture,  provisions  of  all 
kinds  naval  stores,  cotton,  tobacco,  rice, candles, 
&c.  &c. 

1  have  another  table,  Mr.  President,  exhibiting 
our  trade  with  the  North  of  Europe,  presenting  the 
same  general  result,  and  as  we  have  ceased  to  im- 
port hemp  to  a  groat  extent  from  Russia,  the  in- 
crease in  the  tonuage  is  principally  from  exporta- 
tions: 

"Our  trade  with  the  North  of  Europe,  (viz.  Rus- 
sia, Sweden,  Germany,  and  Holland,)  sho.vs  a  fall- 
ing off  in  the  imports  of— 

In  tlie  year  1828,  §11,214,000 


In  the  year  1845, 


4,059,000 

§7,155,000 


Decrease  of 
And  an  Increase  in  our  domestic  exports  of 
In  the  year  1828,  §5,035,000 

10 

In  Iho  year  1845,  §6,346,000 


ed,  aati  extending  likewise  protection  to  every  honest  I  cotton,  flax,  iron,  rail   road  iron,  cigars,  brass  and 
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§2,190,000 

glGS.SOO 

:i,204,ono 

677,000 

453,000 

128,000 

330,000 

2,100 

345,000 

136.000 

130,000 

13,000 

145,000 

54,01)0 

990,(100 

211,000 

37,000 

31,000 

97.000 

31,000 

none. 

12,000 

And  an  increase  in  the  ton'ge  empl'd  of— 
In  1828,  136,100  tons. 

In  1845;  _19^000 

Increase,  60,900  Ions  of  shipping. 

Tins  increase  is  frora  the  transport  of  our  domestic 
exports  to  liiose  places, 

It  will  be  interesting  to  note  some  of  the  articles 
of  import  from  lliose  places,  in  which  that  reduction 
sirikingly  appears. 
Wanuf.  of  colton  St  flax, 

Do.     of  iron  andsleel. 

Do.     of  glass. 
Leather, 
Sail  cloth. 
Linseed  oil. 
Cordage, 
Manufactured  hemp. 

Do.            flax, 
Wool, 
Rags, 

6,926,000       1,570,000 

Thus  showing  a  redviclion  in  the  manufaclured 
goods,  hemp,  fic.  imporled  from  those  countries,  of 
more  than  ihree-founhs  of  the  whole  amount. 

These  facts  are  certainly  of  importance  in  consi- 
dering the  employment  of  our  sliipping  in  the  trans- 
port of  raw  materials,  such  as  cotton,  flax,  hemp, 
iron,  coal,  &c.  coastwise  in  our  own  country,  for  the 
manufacture  of  goods  which  have  taken  the  place  of 
the  foreign  manufactured  goods  imported  and  con- 
sumed by  us  sixleen  years  ago. 

A  very  important  fact  in  connexion  wilh  this  part 
of  the  subject,  is,  that  this  trade  is  almost  entirely 
in  your  own  vessels.  It  is  denied  by  none.  We 
know  that  in  the  trade  between  us  and  England, 
about  a  third  of  the  navigation  is  in  the  hands  of 
England. 

But  in  the  trade  with  the  north  of  Europe,  Ecc. 
the  trade  is  on  American  account,  and  to  our  ad- 
vantage; and  to  a  great  extent  we  pay  for  Ihe  impor- 
tations by  domestic  products.  We  do  not  hear  of 
any  extraordinary  amounts  of  specie  to  meet  these 
demands— the  products  of  our  own  industry  and  our 
people,  in  a  manufactured  stale,  are  carried  out.— 
These  remarks  might  be  extended  to  other  tables 
showing  other  results;  but  I  am  quite  desirous  of 
getting  through  the  duty  which  remains  to  be  per- 
formed by  me  on  this  subject,  and  1  shall  therefore 
pass  this  part  of  the  case  by  a  very  few  addititional 
observations. 

It  is  obvious,  sir,  that  for  the  same  reason  that  the 
raw  material  imported  for  the  manufacturer  pays  a 
large  proportion  of  freight,  articles  of  export  from 
our  side  lor  the  same  purpose  pay  also  a  large  pro 
portion— as  every  body  knows  is  the  ca?e  wilh  cot- 
ton—and this  proves  that  in  every  measure  concern- 
ing the  interests  of  navigation,  we  should  consult 
rather  the  great  and  bulky  articles,  than  the  small 
where  Ihe  value  is  great  and  the  bulk  diminished. — 
And  as  1  have  already  said,  sir,  this  large  trade  is  in 
our  own  hands.  The  bill  will  be  directly  injurious 
to  ihis  employment. 

Now,  sir,  one   cannot  say  to    what   extent   this 
may  affect  the  navigation  of  the 


St.  Thomas  or  the  Main.    I  speak  of  small  vessels 
that  trade  to  the  West  Indies  and  the  Spanish  Main. 

Gross  a-udt  articles  of  this  sort,  aid  shipping  in- 
terests, and  assist  making  up  cargoes  to  Europe  of 
various  such  articles,  if  free,  such  as  log  wood  parli- 
c  ilarly  and  Brazillelto  and  Rio  Oache  wood,  in  colton 
skips  even  for  dunnage. 

1  coll  free  trade  the  policy  that  lets  crude  articles 
in  free,  as  in  "old  times." 

"As  far  as  I  can  judge,  and  being  myself  engaged 
in  shipping  inlcrests,  I'lhink  this  bill  very  unfriendly 
to  such  interest — and  as  to  being  a  free  trade  bill — 
it  is— any  thing  else— as  1  understand  free  trade,  as 
to  tlie  articles  named. 

I  am  dear,  sir.  your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 
[Signed]  WILLIAM  MILES. 

[L.iBOR    AND    INDUSTRY.] 

1  now  come  to  the  last  topic  on  which  I  propose 
to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  senate — it   is   the 

general   effect    of  the   change  proposed    by  this  bill  'j        ,  ■.    .  .         ,  ■  ;  i     .„„j 

=         ./   "^"^'-'-    ,  ,  °    ,„u„„  „„,i  :,,,!, ,„,,,„  „f   has  produced  It,  IS   lust  as  plain  as  a   turnpike  road, 

upon  the  general  employment,  labor  ana  milustry  ot  i         i-  ,i    ,  W  ,     ■  i,„j  ii,„,    i„„„„„.i  „„i 

r  =         .     .  .'^    ■'  .  .    .  '        ^  vio„.  (r,  I  and  1  confess  that  1  am  astonished  that   learned  ana 

intelligent  men  who  seem   to   have  been  brought  up 


entirely.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  that,  but  I  mean 
some  sort  of  employment  thai  requires  either  personal 
attention,  either  of  oversight  or  manual  perform- 
ance—  active  business.  That's  the  character  of  our 
people.  Now  what  is  the  first  great  cause  of  the 
prosperity  of  such  a  people?  Simply,  employment. — 
Why,  we  have  cheap  food  and  cheap  clothing.  There 
IS  no  sort  of  doubl  thai  these  things  are  very  desira- 
ble to  all  persons  of  moderate  circumstances  and 
laborers,  but  they  are  not  the  first  requisites.  The 
first  requisite  is  that  which  enables  men  to  buy  food 
and  clothing,  cheap  or  dear.  And  if  I  were  to  illus- 
trate my  opinions  on  this  subject  by  example,  1  should 
lake  of  all  instances  in  the  world  the  present  condi- 
tion of  Ireland. 

I  am  not  about  to  prescribe,  Mr.  President, — 
forms  of  legislation  for  Ireland  to  ihe  government  of 
Great  Britain — I  am  not  about  to  prescribe  any  re- 
medy for  the  sad  slate  of  things  which  exist  in  that 
country,  but  what   that  state   of  things  is  and  what 


Ihe  country.  And  1  would  beg,  sir,  in  thi 
ask  the  reading  of  a  petition  which  has  been  lying 
on  my  table  for  some  days,  but  which  I  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  to  present  before.  Il  is  a  very 
short  petition  from  Ihe  mechanics  and  ortizans  of 
the  city  of  Eostoa.  [The  clerk  then  read  the  peti- 
tion] 

Mr.  President,  he  who  is  the  most  large  and  libe- 
ral in  the  tone  of  his  sentiment  towards  ail  the  inte- 
rest of  all  parts  of  the  counlry^he  who  most  hon- 
estly and  firmly  believes  that  these  interests,  though 
various,  are  consistent,  that  Ihey  are  ail  well  pro- 
tected and  preserved  and  fostered  of  a  wise  admin- 
istration of  law  under  the  existing  constilulion  of 
the  United  States — and  he  who  is  the  most  expansive 
patriot,  and  wishes  well  and  equally  well  to  every 
part  of  the  country — even  he  must  admit  that  to  some 
extent  there  is  a  marked  division  between  the  pla'n- 
lation  states  of  the  south,  and  the  masses  of  the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  stales  of  the  north. 
There  is  a  difference  growing  oul  of  early  constilu- 
lions,  early  laws  and  habits,  and  resulting  in  a  diffe- 
rent description  of  labor;  and  to  some  extent  with 
the  most  Catholic  senliments  and  feelings,  every 
man  who  is  concerned  in  enacting  laws  wilh  candor 
and  justice  and  intelligence,  must  pay  a  proper  re- 
gard to  that  disi  motion.  The  truth  is  that  in  one 
part  of  the  country  labor  is  a  thing  more  unconnect- 
ed with  cipital  than  in  another.  Labor  as  an  earn- 
ing principle  or  as  an  clement  of  society  working 
for  itself  with  its  own  hope  of  gain,  enjoyment  and 
competence,  is  a  different  thing  from  that  of  labor 
which  in  the  ether  part  of  the  country  attaches  to 
capital — rises  and  falls  wilh  capital.  Now,  sir,  in 
considering  the  general  effect  of  the  change  sought 
to  be  brought  about  by  this  bill  upon  the  employ- 
ment of  men  in  this  country,  while  more  or  less 
regard  is  properly  to  be  paid  to  this  difference  which 
I  have  mentioned,  yet  it  is  equally  true  that  there 
are  masses  of  labor,  especially  along  the  sea  coast 
and  along  the  rivers,  in  all  the  southern  states  which 
are  to  be  affected  by  this  bill  as  much  as  the  labor 
of  any  portion  of  the  middle  or  northern  slates. — 
The  arlisan  in  every  slate  has  just  the  same  interest 
at  the  south  as   at   the   north.     And    this  is    at   the 


chanee  of  system   .*.-,  «.. —  —  o --    —     r        .   .■  r      .,  ,  r  -nn     i  , 

counlrv  but  its  tendencv  is  unquestionably  to  cripple  [  foundation  of  all  our  laws  from  39  downward, 
and  cramp  the  navigation  interest.  Its  tendency  is  |  which  have^in^view  the  prote^ction  ot  American  h^- 
lo  diminish  the  demand  for  tonnage— for  navigation       ""         ""     "'  " 


-for  the  carrying  trade.  And  1  Ihiuk  1  might  on  this 
occ-islon  without  impropriety  call  the  attention  of 
the  senator  from  Maine  farthest  from  me,  (Mr. 
FaiifieldJ,  a  gentleman  who  here  represents  a  stale 
if  not  first,  at  least  among  the  very  first  in  regard  to 
the  amount  of  its  navigation.  The  ships  of  INlaine 
ore  found  in  every  cjuarter.  They  are  round  ihc 
Cape  and  in  the  North  seas.  They  bring  home  Ihese 
raw  materials;  and  every  thing  that  diminishes  the 
consumption  of  those  raw  materials  in  our  own 
country,  diminishes  the  chances  of  employment  lo 
every  ship  owner  in  the  state  of  Maine.  1  will  read 
an  extract  or  two  from  a  IcUcr  which  I  have  receiv- 
ed on  this  subject:  ,  ^.„ 
BiUtimore,  SOI/i  July,  184  G. 

"Sm— 1  notice  that  the  new  tariff  bill  has  in  its 
Bchcdules,  silk,  mahogany,  hides,  brazelte  wood, 
log  wood,  fustic,  llio  Uachu  wood,  Lima  wood.  San- 
dal wood,  red  cedar,  pig  copper,  nitrate  of  soda,  or 
the  sal  soda  of  Peru,  sallpolre,  block,  and  all  sorts  of 
crude  woods,  and  many  dru;5s  of  bulk,  all  more  or 
less  dutiable,  and  tea  and  collee  left  free. 

This  is  curious  tree  trade. 

These  are  the  articles  that  gave  our  vessels  home- 
ward  freights,  and  being  chiefly  gross  articles  of 
great  bulk— they  appeal  most  strongly  to  be  classed 
in  the  free  list.  Vou  know  very  well  that  our  out- 
ward bound  vessels  to  the  Knglish  islands  can  get  no 
sort  of  rclurii  cargo  unless  lliey  go  lo  Cuba  or  forlo 
Jlieo,  for  sugar  or  molasses— or  elfo  lo  some  sail 
poll,  or  bring  liouie  some  sort  of  Kuud  or  hides  IVoiii 


bor.  The  firsl  purpose,  the  first  object  is  the  fu 
pioteclion  of  the  labor  of  these  artisans.  Thai  sub- 
ject was  gone  over  Ihe  other  day  by  my  friend  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Johnson,)  who  presented  to  the 
consideration  of  Ihe  senate  the  firsl  memorial  ever 
sent  10  congress  from  the  city  of  Baltimore.  And 
from  that  day  to  this,  Baltimore  has  been  more 
earnest  and  steady  in  her  attachment  to  a  system 
of  law  which  she  supposed  gave  encouragement  lo 
her  aitisans,  than  any  other  city  in  the  Union. 

Now,  sir,  taking  the  mass  of  men  as  they  cxisl 
amongst  us,  what  is  it  that  constitutes  their  prospe- 
rity' All  throughout  the  country — perhaps  more 
especially  at  the  north— from  early  liabits  there  is  a 
distribution  under  the  elementary  laws  of  the  state 
of  all  the  properly  accumulated  in  one  generation 
lo  the  whole  succession  of  sons  and  daughters  in  the 
next.  Property  is  every  where  distributed  as  fast  as 
il  is  accumulated,  and  not  in  more  than  one  case  oul 
of  a  thousand  is  there  an  accumulation  beyond  the 
earning  of  one  gtneralion.  The  consequence  ol 
this  is  a  great  division  of  properly  into  small  par- 
cels, and  the  next  consequence  is  Ihat  oul  of  the 
whole  mass  there  is  but  a  very  small  proportion — 
hardly  worthy  of  being  named — Unit  do  not  pursue 
some  active  business  for  a  living.  Who  is  tliere  thai 
lives  on  his  jiicome.'  How  many  out  of  millions 
of  prosperous  people  between  here  and  the  British 
Provinces  and  throughout  the  northwest  who  live 
without  being  engaged  in  active  business.'  None — 
the  number  is  not  worth  naming.  This  is  therefore 
a  country   of  labor.     I   do   not   mean  manual  labor 


nder  some  notions  or  systems  that  have  turned 
their  eyes  from  what  appears  to  me  the  exact  view 
of  the  case,  have  been  unable  to  solve  the  Irish 
problem.  Well  now  what  is  il?  Ireland  is  an  over 
peopled  country  it  is  said.  Il  has  eight  and  a  half 
millions  of  people  on  an  area  of  thirty-one  thousand 
eij^hl  hundred  square  miles.  It  is  then  a  very  dense 
population — perhaps  a  thicker  population  upon  the 
whole  than  England.  Why  are  the  people  of  Ire- 
land not  prosperous,  contented,  and  happy?  Why 
we  hear  ol  a  potato  panic  and  a  population  in  Ire- 
land distressed  by  the  high  price  of  potatoes.  Why, 
sir,  the  price  of  potatoes  in  tins  city  is  three  limes 
the  price  of  potatoes  in  Dublin;  and  at  this  moment 
potatoes  are  twice  as  dear  throughout  Ihe  United 
States  as  throughout  Ireland.  There  are  potatoes 
enough  but  they  are  not  able  to  get  them.  And 
whj?  There  IS  one  fact  staled  by  Mr.  McCulloch 
in  one  of  his  recent  publications — not  carried  per- 
haps to  its  true  extent — but  it  explains  the  whole. 
The  labor  requisite  for  the  performance  of  every 
species  and  amount  of  labor  performed  in  Ireland, 
does  not  give  ample  scope  to  one  half  of  the  strong 
healthy  laboring  population  ol  Ireland.  Only  one 
half  of  them  get  employed.  Well  does  not  that  ex- 
plain it  all?  Only  one  half  of  the  population  is  able 
lo  get  the  means  of  living  at  all.  The  other  half  is 
idle.  Every  one  must  see  the  result  of  this  want 
of  employment  amongsl  such  a  people — so  fond  of 
social  enjoyment.  Why  is  it  that  the  population  of 
Ireland  is  thus  so  destitute  of  employment?  Ireland 
complains  and  complains  justly  of  bad  government 
on  the  part  of  England.  Over  nine-lenths  of  the 
land  of  Ireland  has  been  confiscated  to  the  crown  of 
England,  w  ilhin  the  last  two  or  three  hundred  years. 
In  the  time  of  Cromwell  and  in  the  lime  of  William 
the  Third,  the  confiscations  for  treason  were  very  ex- 
lensive.  Well  what  became  of  these  land.-?  Why 
they  Vv'ere  granted  to  the  favorites  of  the  crown — 
English  people,  and  the  descendants  of  these  Englsh- 
men,  known  under  the  denomination  of  absentee 
landlords,  now  possess  nearly  the  whole  of  Ireland. 
Now  the  absentee  landlord  is  not  a  man  who  has 
grown  up  in  Ireland  and  has  gone  over  to  England 
lo  spend  his  income.  It  is  a  man  who  never  saw 
Ireland  in  his  life.  I  am  acquainted  with  individual 
families,  no  member  of  which  has  visited  their 
Irish  estates  for  hall  a  century — the  lands  being  all 
the  time  under  "rack-rent" — in  ihe  hands  of  "mid- 
dle-men," and  all  pressing  the  peasantry  and  labor 
to  the  dust, 

There  is  a  strange  idea  which  most  respectable 
men  entertain  on  this  subject,  of  Ireland.  IVlr.  Mc- 
Cullough,  for  example,  will  insist  upon  it  that  there 
IS  no  evil  in  Iriah  absenteeism,  because  he  goes  on 
the  universal  theory,  as  he  calls  it,  which,  he  says, 
admits  ol  no  exception — that  it  is  best  for  a  man  to 
buy  where  he  can  buy  cheapest.  Well,  that  is  un- 
doubtedly so  if  he  have  Ihe  means  of  buying.  Now, 
if  Irish  absenteeism  did  not  diminish  the  employ, 
ment  of  the  people  ot  Ireland,  the  argument  would 
hold.  But  who  does  not  see  that  if  the  landlord 
lived  in  Ireland,  consuming  for  his  family  and  re- 
tainers the  products  of  Ireland,  il  would  augment  the 
employment  of  Ireland;  and  this  brings  us  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  subject.  From  early  times  the 
Engli-h  gcivernmeiilhas  discouraged  in  Ireland  every 
sort  of  manufacture,  except  the  linen  manufacture 
in  the  1101  til  of  Ireland.  It  lias,  on  the  other  hand, 
eneouiagcd  agriculture.  It  has  given  bounties  on 
wheat. 

The  consequence  has  come  to  be  this,  Ihat  the 
surface  of  Ireland  is  cut  up  into  so  many  small  tene- 
ments and  holdings,  Ihat  every  man's  labor  is  re- 
duced to  such  a  small  quantity  of  superficial  surface, 
thai  there  is  not  half  employment  for  labor,  and  the 
lands   are   cullivalcd  miserably  after  all.     .Mr.  Mc- 
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Cullough  says  that  four-lifths  of  the  labor  of  Ireland 
is  laid  out  upon  the  land.  There  is  no  other  source 
of  employment  or  occupation.  This  land  being  un- 
der a  "rack  rent"  is  cut  up  into  little  patches,  some- 
times not  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  merely  to 
raise  potatoes,  tlje  cheapest  kind  of  food.  Tliis  is 
the  reason  why  labor  is  nothing,  and  can  be  nothing 
but  mere  physical  living,  until  that  system  is  entire- 
ly changed.  This  constitutes  the  great  diU'erence 
between  the  state  of  things  in  Europe  and  America. 
In  Europe,  the  question  is,  how  men  can  live — with 
us,  the  question  is,  how  well  they  can  live.  Can  they 
live  on  wholesome  food,  in  commodious  and  com- 
fortable dwellings— can  they  be  well  clothed  and 
educate  their  children.'  Such  questions  do  not  arise 
to  the  political  economists  of  Europe.  When  rea- 
soning on  such  cases  as  that  of  Ireland,  the  question 
with  Ihem  is  how  physical  being  can  be  kept  from 
death.     That  is  all. 

Sir,  if  I  had  not  topics  enough,  and  if  I  were  not 
conscious  of  having  already  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  senate  quite  too  long,  1  would  turn  your  at- 
tention to  the  comparison  produced  by  the  very 
cause  which  we  are  now  considering  between  Ire 
land  and  Scotland.  The  population  of  Iieland  is 
eight  millions  and  a  half,  on  an  area  of  33,000 
square  miles.  Scotland  has  a  population  less  than 
three  millions,  and  an  area  of  30,000  square  miles, 
only  one  third  of  which  is  arable.  The  tonnage  of 
Ireland  is  160,023,  employing  11,288  men. 

The  tonnage  of  Scotland  is  four  hundred  and 
twenty  nine  thousand,  employing  twenty-eight  thou- 
eaud  men.  The  produce  of  the  fisheries  in  Scotland 
is  greater  than  that  of  Ireland,  and  so  with  regard 
to  coal.  Ireland  is  not,  however,  so  favorably  cir- 
cumstanced with  regard  to  that  orlicle,  but  there  are 
excellent  mines  in  Ireland.  \Vith  legard  to  agri- 
culture, the  agriculture  of  Scotland,  and  though  her 
climate  is  not  so  good,  nor  her  soil  so  rich  as  tliatof 
Ireland,  yet  Scotland  is  a  wheat  growing  country, 
and  the  prices  are  high  and  all  agricultural  business 
active.  Why,  sir,  how  has  it  come  about?  This 
great  reformation  has  been  all  brought  about  within 
sixty  or  seventy  years,  and  Mr.  JlcCullough  siys, 
that  it  was  this  growth  of  the  manufacturing  cities 
of  Glasgow,  Paisley,  and  Edinburgh  and  the  rest, 
that  by  furnishing  a  market  for  the  immediate  sale 
of  agricultural  products,  that  doubled  them — raised 
them  from  a  lower  to  a  higher  species  of  produc- 
tion, and  changed  the  whole  face  of  Scotland.  I 
will  not  pursue  this,  but  in  my  judgment  nothing  is 
more  true  in  the  world,  than  that  the  interest  of  every 
community  of  laboring  people  does  require  a  varie- 
ty of  employment — it  does  require  diversity  in  th 
pursuits  of  men,  and  the  more  that  diversity  is  ex- 
tended, in  every  part  of  this  country,  as  well  as 
everywhere  else,  the  greater  will  be  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  the  people.  Sir,  I  say  it  is  em- 
ployment that  makes  the  people  happy.  Sir,  this 
great  truth  ought  never  to  be  forgotten;  it  ought  to 
be  placed  upon  the  title  page  of  every  book  on  pol 
lical  economy  iniended  for  America,  and  such  coun- 
tries as  America.  It  ouglil  to  be  placed  in  every 
farmers'  almanac.  It  ouglil  to  bead  the  columns  of 
every  farmers'  magazine  and  mechanics'  magazine 
Jt  should  be  procljimed  every  where,  notwilhstand 
ing  what  we  hear  of  the  usefulness — and  1  admit 
the  high  usefulness — of  cheap  food, — notwithstand 
ing  that,  the  great  truth  should  be  proclaimed  every 
where,  should  be  made  into  a  proverb,  if  it  could — 
that  whtre  llure  is  work  for  Ihi  liands  and  Ike  men 
there  will  be  work  for  their  leelh.  Where  there  is 
employment,  there  will  be  bread.  And  in  a  coun- 
try like  our  own,  above  all  others,  will  this  truth 
hold  good — a  country  like  ours,  where,  with  a  great 
deal  of  spirit  and  activity  amongst  the  masses,  if 
tbey  can  find  employment,  there  is  also  great  will- 
ingness for  labor.  If  they  can  obtain  fair  compen- 
sation for  their  labor,  they  will  have  good  houses — 
good  clothing — good  food,  and  the  means  of  educat- 
ing their  families;  and  if  they  have  good  houses,  and 
good  clothing,  and  good  food,  and  means  of  educat- 
ing their  children,  from  their  labor,  that  labor  will 
be  cheerful,  and  they  will  bo  a  contented  and  happy 
people. 

Now,  sir,  no  man  can  deny  that  the  course  of 
things  in  this  county  for  the  last  twenty  or  thirty 
years  has  had  a  wonderful   effect  in   producing  this 


And  now,  sir,  with  a  very  few  words  addressed  to  1  this  manufacture  of  cotton,  I  said  the  other  day  that 
particular  interests,  I  shall  relieve  the  senate.  It  i  I  should  not  lake  up  the  iVew  England  case.  Slio 
has  appeared    to   me   particularly   strange   that  our    would    be    injured — injured    to  a  certain  extent  un- 


questionably— but  she  would  not  be  injured  so  much 
as  the  new  establishments  of  the  south.  It  appears 
to  me  the  plainest  proposition  in  the  world,  that 
there  is  nothing  which    the   whole  south  can  so  pro- 


friends  from  the  grain  growing  stales  ol  the  north- 
west do  not  take  a  diff'  rent  view  of  their  ultimate 
permanent  interest.  They  are  grain  growers.  They 
entertain  the  hope,  especially  since  the  repeal  of  the 

British  corn  laws,  that  they  shall  be  able  to  produce  |  litably  turn  its  attention  to,  as  to  the  manufacture  of 
to  a  still  larger  extent,  and  obtain  fur  their  commo-  I  these  coarse  cotton  fabrics.  The  soutli  can  under- 
dities  abroad  a  commensurate  price,  for  myself  1 1  sell  Neiv  England  altogether,  because  it  is  a  fabric, 
am  fully  of  opinion  that  there  will  be  a  great  dis-  I  in  the  value  of  whieh,  the  raw  material  is  the  chief 
appointment  in  that  respect.  In  the  first  place,  by  i  element  and  labor  little.  As  labor,  therefore,  forms 
way  of  concession,  1  do  admit,  for  I  always  believed  I  but  a  small  portion  of  the  article  produced  in  its 
it,  that  with  the  British  ports  open  to  the  admission  I  manufactured  state,  why  then  it  requires  less  capi- 
of  American  corn,  there  will    be   a  great   deal  of  it  j  tal.     The    raw    material   being  the  greater  element 

ent  to  Europe,  because  of  the  cheapness  of  the  ar-  ,  composing  the  value,  gives  of  course,  an  advantage 
tide,  and  because  when  it  becomes  to  be  known,  it  to  those  who  raise  the  raw  material,  and  wno  man- 
will   be,  I   think    well    received   amongst  the  labor-    ufuclure  it  just  where   it  is  produced.     Now  I  must 

ing  classes.     But  it  seems  to  me,  that  a   few  facts ,  ^'ay,  looking  at  the  exhibition  here  last  month,  or  the 


may  be  enough  to  satisfy    us   that  there  cannot  be 

ast  augmentation  of  western  and  southwestern  ex- 
portations  on -account  of  a  new  demand  in  Europe 
Our  agricultural  products  have  done  little  more  than 
keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  our  population.  In 
the  next  place,  the  agricultural  product  of  England 
keeps  about  pace  with  its  augmenting  population 
from  year  to  year.  But,  in  the  third  place,  if  we 
go  back  to  the  list  of  prices,  we  will  find,  that  wheat 
IS  at  this  moment  after  all  we  have  heard  of  panics 
and  fears  of  panics,  is  twenty  per  cent,  lower  than 
in  former  years,  and  1  see  by  Mr.  Brown's  price 
current  of  the  3d  of  this  month,  that  prime  flour 
was   §3  28-100.      It   does   appear   to    me,  sir,  that 


gentlemen    who   live   on   those  fertile   lands  of  Ih 

west,  amongst  the  most  prosperous  and  most  favored  |  lie  life  I  never  have  had  a  more   respoi: 

communities,  would  do  exceedingly  well  to  consider    perform — never  looked    forward   with 


month  before,  nothing  appcare<l  to  me  better  done 
than  some  of  these  cheap  cotton  fabrics  from  Virgi- 
nia, N.  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  and  I  believe  much 
as  1  may  venture  to  believe  anything  against  the 
opinion  of  men,  of  more  local  knowledge,  that  these 
njanufactures  will  succeed  and  prosper,  if  we  let 
them  alone;  and  1  wish  them  to  prosper.  They 
have  arisen  in  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  southern 
people  to  clothe  themselves  and  their  people  against 
New  England  competition.  Well,  I  desire  to  see 
that,  and  it  strikes  me  that  the  effort  ought  to  be  en- 
couraged. 

It  is  time  that  I  relieve  the  senate   from  this  dis- 
cussion.    1  certainly  feel  the  momentous  importance 
of  the  subject.     1  feel  tiiat  in  the  cmrsu  of  my  pub- 
ibh;  duty   to 
ore  interest 


whether  in  fact  they  gain  anything  by  a  supposed  to  the  consequences.  If  the  present  system  of  things 
augmentation  of  cxportations — whether  they  profit  I  be  deranged,  no  man  can  tell  where  that  dcrange- 
aiiything  by  an  extension  of  the  market  abroad, !  ment  is  to  stop,  or  what  arc  to  be  the  consequen-es. 
whilst  they  diminish  the  demand  at  home.  If  by  an  i  But  again  I  come  back  to  the  gre;it  questiun  of  the 
importation  of  British  merchandise,  we  increase  the  \  re\enue.  I  hold  that  the  responsibility  of  providing 
production  of  that  merchandise  in  Europe  by  put- 1  revenue  for  the  government,  rests  with  congress.  I 
ting  more  hands  upon  it  and  bringing  the  goods  here  j  hold  that  we  are  not  at  liberty,  to  devolve  that  re- 
to  the  United  States,  is  that  not  certain  to  diminish  sponsibility  upon  the  executive  government,  and  I 
the  consumption  at  home;  so  that  after  all  it  comes  I  would  ask  the  administration  itself,  with  all  respect, 
to  this,  whether  it  is  better  for  an  3,;riculturalist  to  ,  if  now  that  there  seems  to  be  less  prospect  than  we 
have  a  near   market   than  to  have  a  foreign  market,    had  hoped  of  an  early   termination  of  this  war, —  if 


Well,  sir,  allow  me  to  say  a  word  on  this  subject  to 
gentlemen  of  the  southern  states.  They  will  allow 
me  at  least  to  give  them  tables  and  calculations.  I 
will  not  undertake  to  instruct  their  reason,  but  wish 
to  draw  their  attention  to  facts.  Now  the  state  of 
Massaehusetis  is  a  great  grain  purchasing  state.  1 
have  here  a  table  of  articles  of  grain,  etc.,  purchased 
by  and  consumed  in  Massachusetts,  and  it  strikes  me 
to  be  worthy  of  attention. 

Flour,  630,000  bbls.  at  $5  50  per  bbl.  fJS, 465,000 
Com  and  other  grains,  3,100,000  bushels, 

at  54  cts.  1,674,050 

Coal,  180,000  tons,  at  §5  50  per  ton  1,035,000 

Wool.  7,200,000  lbs.,  at  33  els,  per  lb. 
Lumber  of  all  kinds  4,100,000 

Lead  1,300,000 

Beef,  pork,  bacon,  and  lard  3,000,000 


$16,950,050 

The  corn  comes  chiefly  from  the  Eastern  shore  of 
Virginia  and  North  Cjrolina — where  can  they  expect 
to  find  a  market  like  this? 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  advantage  to  these  corn 
growing  states,  to  turn  our  people — the  consumers 
of  these  articles  out  of  the  woikshopsand  to  make 
agricultural  producers  of  them  alsu?  This  is  ex- 
actly the  Irish  policy:  They  have  more  products 
than  they  can  find  a  market  for — their  recom- 
mendation is  to  increase  the  product.  They  have 
more  mouths  to  feed  than  they  can  supply — the 
recommendation  is,  to  increase  the  number  of 
mouths! 

The  north  western  states  are  destined  lobe  manu- 
facturing slates.  They  have  iron  and  coal.  They 
have  a  people  of  laborious  habits.  They  have  already 
capital  enough  to  begin  works  such  as  belong  to  new 
states  and  new  communities  and  when  the  time 
comes — and  it  cannot  but  come  soon — they  will  see 
their  true  interest   to   be   to  feed    the  northern  and 


eastern  manufacturers  as  far  as  they  may  be  fed,  and 
ariety  of  employments.     The  improvements  of  the  !  in  the  mean  time  begin    to   vary   their  own  occupa- 
country  have  produced  an    almost  infinite  variety  of   tions,  having  classes  of  men  amongst  them,  who  are 
employment.     How  much  employment  has  been  fur-    not  of  the  now  universal    agricultural  population. — 
nisbed  by  the  canals  and  railroads,  in  addition  to  the  ''  And  the  sooner  they  begin   this  work,  the  better.— 
great  amount  of  labor  not  only  in  the  factories  ren-  ]  And  begin  it  they  will,  because  they  are  an  intelligi 
dered   so   odious   in   some  quarters  by  calling  them 
monopolies  and  close  corporations,  but   in  the  work 
shops — in  the   wareliouses — on    the   sea   and  on  the 


land  and  in  every  department  of  business?  There  is 
a  great  activity  and  a  great  variety  in  the  employ- 
ments of  men  amongst  us  and  that  is  just  exactly  what 
our  condition  ought  to  be. 


now,  within  three  or  four  months  of  the  commence- 
ment of  tl]C  next  session  of  congress — if  nov,' with 
the  tried  system  whieh  we  are  sure  of  for  the  pro- 
duction of  adequate  revenue  so  far  as  we  may  expect 
revenue  at  all  from  duties  and  customs — il  it  would 
not  feel  safer  itself,  after  the  rejection  of  tlii,;  bill, 
than  if  it  passed. 

Sir,  I  beseech  gentlemen  to  pause.  If  1  were  a 
friend  of  the  administration — and  I  do  not  mean  to 
call  myself  its  enemy,  lor  1  have  no  unfriendly  feel- 
ing to  It — I  would  beseech  it  not  to  take  lliis  plungo 
now  in  the  dark,  in    the  early  part  of  its  career,  uii- 

necessarily,  in  the  midst  of  a  war— a  war  of  which 

2  370,nOO  i  "°  "'-"'  '^^"  ^^^  ^^^  '="'''  ='"''  "^  which  no  man  can 
see  the  expense.  I  would  beseech  it  to  stand  firm 
on  the  well  established  ground  which  organized  the 
revenue  system  on  the  basis  on  which  it  now  stands, 
and  to  lay  aside  all  propositions  for  extensive  and 
elementary  change  to  a  distant  period. 

Having  said  this  I  have  discharged  my  duty.  I 
leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  senate.  1  am  not 
to  be  seduced  on  the  one  hand  by  any  dispo^iiion  to 
embarrass  the  administration — I  certainly  feel  mne, 
I  hope  1  have  manifested  none — and,  on  the  other 
hand  1  am  not  to  be  deterred  by  clamor  in  the  press 
and  elsewhere,  against  those  who  conscicntiDUsly  in 
matters  of  the  highest  interest  discharge  their  duty. 
And  sir,  if  an  individual,  a  most  respectable  member 
of  this  senate,  has  been  made  the  object  of  unmea- 
sured opprobrium,  because  on  a  great  question,  con- 
nected with  the  credit  and  honor  of  the  guvernment 
and  its  revenues  in    time  of  war,  he  could  not  bring 

hiinself  to  think  with  the  majority  of  his  friends, 

even  the  consequences  which  may  liave  fallen  upon 
him,  shall  not  deter  me  from  the  fearless  discharge 
of  my  duty. 

I  indicated  at  the  comraencemeDl  of  my  speech, 
that  1  should  conclude  it  with  a  motion  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  this  bill  to  the  next  session  of 
congress.  Upon  reflection,  I  deem  it  proper  to  say, 
that  I  have  so  far  changed  that  purpose,  as  that  I 
shall  venture  upon  one  amendment,  to  see  whether 
a  disposition  exists  in  the  senate  to  take  this  bill  ex- 
actly as  it  is;  and  whctlier  in  the  particular  1  shall 
mention,  in  the  judgment  of  the  senate  it  oiiglit  not 
to  be  changed.  It  is  that  extraordinary  proposition 
to  which  I  alluded  on  Saturday,  by  which  in  cases 
of  undervaluation  with  intention  to  defraud,  the 
are  to  be  seized  and  sold,  and  the  importer  to 


nd  active  people  and  cannot  fail  to  see   in  what  di 
rection  their  true  interest  lies. 

Sir,  it  does  not  become  me  to  do  more  than  sug- 
gest ill  what  appears  to  me  the  interest  of  other  parts  j  be  paid  the  value  of  the  goods  as  ruted  in  his  invoice, 
of  the  country.  Men  more  competent  to  judge,  will !  and  (i\a  per  cent,  over.  I  move  that  tliat  provision 
do  that;  and  1  do  not  wish  to  exempt  them  from  an  :  be  struck  out,  and  on  this  question  I  ask  the  yeas 
exercise  of  their  judgment.     Rut   now   in  regard  to  I  and  nays. 
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WAR  WITH  MliXlCO. 

The  wrek  has  passed  wiihout  any  thing  new  for  u? 
to  report  from  the  iVontier. 

The  Nashville  Union,  of  tho29lh  ul'.  contatng  a  letter 
which  it  says  "is  from  a  prominent  citizen  of  Texas,  who 
formerly  lived  in  Tennessee,  and  occupied  a  high  place 
in  the  estimation  of  the  country,"  "and  whose  Elate- 
ments,"  it  adds  "are  entitled  to  full  credit."  The  letter 
is  dated  Poijit  Isabel,  June  30, 184C.  'If  you  were  here 
now,  you  would  find  something  over  ten  thousand  troops 
ill  camp  slretcliing  from  Brazos  Island  to  Rinosa  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  the  distance  being  about 
eighty  miles.  About  Matainoros  they  line  both  banks 
ot  the  river  for  a  considerable  distance.  Perhaps  half 
the  troops  are  on  the  Me.xican  side  o(  the  river.  Except 
the  qui"!  entrance  into  Rinosa  nothing  has  been  done 
since  the  occupation  of  Matamoros.  We  are  wailing 
for  troops  and  subsistence— principally  the  latter. 

"It  is  now  understood  that  we  will  move  towards  Mon- 
lerav,  a  beuiiful  town  at  the  head  of  the  San  Juan  (river), 
about  two  hundred  miles  distant.  I  think  it  is  probable 
that  in  two  weeks  more  the  mounted  force,  viz.  the 
Te.xas  mounted  riflemen  and  United  Stales  dragoons 
will  be  on  their  march  tliiiher.  If  we  can  get  the  need- 
ful transportation,  we  will  overrun  and  occupy,  before 
the  end  of  summer,  all  that  part  ol  Mexioo  lying  on  this 
side  of  the  Auahua:  mountains.  This  I  imagine  will  be 
the  end  of  our  operations  in  this  direction.  If  the  war 
continues,  the  main  blow  must  be  stricken  through  Vera 
Cruz.  The  means  of  reaching  that  point  by  water  are 
always  abundant,  and  we  are  taken  at  once  into  the 
heart  of  the  enemy,  where  every  blow  will  count.  To 
approach  the  cily  of  Mexico  h/  Monterey,  will  require  im- 
j'H.'ise  transpurtation  of  provisions  and  forage^  over  an 
unlnhabiled  desert  of  a  thousand  miles, with  roads  through 
mountains  and  defiles. 

We  hear  but  little  of  the  enemy.  The  rumor  is,  and 
has  been  for  sotne  some  weeks,  that  they  are  fortifying 
the  pass  this  tide  of  Monterey.  It  is  said  to  be  a  strong 
place.    Yet  we  will  pass  it,  if  we  try." 

"akmy  of  occupation.'' 

The  latest  dales  we  have  from  Gen.  Taylor,  are  to  the 
17lh  ult.  Boats  had  reached  the  Rio  Grande  in  suflfioiem 
numbers  to  enable  Gen.  Taylor  to  advance  his  forces  up 
the  river. 

CAM.ir.Go  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  advance 
corps,  without  a  shadow  of  opposition. 

■Tho  supply  of  wagons,  horses,  mules,  muniiions,  and 
provisions,  requisite  to  enable  the  forces  to  leave  the_  Rio 
Grande,  towards  the  interior  of  Me.\ico,  had  nut  arrived. 

The  U.  S.  Quartermaster  at  Baltimore,  a  few  days 
since,  advertised  that  he  would  purchase  a  number  of 
wagons  for  the  U.  S.  army.  The  notice  came  to  a  ready 
market.  The  way  his  quarters  were  beset  forthwith, 
and  the  crowd  of  wagons  that  were  ready  for  Uncle 
Sam's  cash,  was  a  caulion.  We  have  heard  of  persons 
obtaining  $150  for  second  hand  wagons,  that  cost  when 
new  S90;  and  again  we  have  heard  of  pcr.'^ons  who  had 
their  eyes  open  ior  a  speculation,  rerdizing  $fi00  in  a  sin- 
gle day  by  purchasing  up  wagons,  and  selling  them  to 
the  government— ail  scandal,  perhaps.  Yesterday's 
American  contained  a  laconic  notice  from  the  Quarter- 
master, that  he  had"«;asoiis  enough,  and  would  purchase 
no  moreV 

Wc  see  notices  of  the  purchase  of  mules  in  the  inte- 
rior of  Tennes,see,  designed  for  the  army. 

The  St.  Louis  New  Era,  of  the  '22d  inst.,  says— "The 
covernment  agents  are  still  operating  pretty  extensively 
in  this  quarter,  buying  up  mults,  horses,  and  provisions, 
and  in  having  wagons,  knapsacks,  and  various  other  ar- 
ticles manufactured  for  the  wc  of  ihe  army.  About 
It^KID  bands  of  mess  p.uk  have  been  bought  in  this  ci'y, 
wiiliin  a  few  day,  at  SIO,  and  yesterday  we  noticed  a  sale 
of  2o,00n  lbs.,  clear  bacon  sides,  by  the  Messrs.  Sigcr- 
Fon,  at  5  cents  per  lb.  Wc  understand  that  a  gentleman 
is  now  in  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  light 
draufiht  boats  for  the  Rio  Grande.  So  we  go — the  dear 
people  pay.'' 

Expenses  of  the  War.  The  St.  Louis  Republican  of 
a  recent  date  has  the  following: 

"It  is  only  by  ascertaining  the  actual  costof  particular 
items  dint  the  expenses  of  the  war  with  Mexico  can  be 
estimated.  The  government  agents,  a  few  days  since, 
purchased  five  hundred  barrels  mess  pork  for  the  "use  of 
the  army  ol  the  West."  This  pork  is  to  be  transported 
to  Santa  Fo.  It  cost  $10  per  barrel.  1'hrce  or  four  years 
agoEUppliee  were  needed  for  an  expedition  on  the  same 
route,  and  contracts  were  made  with  Bent  &.  St.  Vrain, 
for  uaiisportation.  They  were  paid  8  cents  per  lb.,  from 
Iiidipcnilence  to  Bent's  Fort.  The  government,  of 
course,  paid  the  transportation  to  Independence.  It  is  al- 
leged that  the  contract  to  which  wc  have  alluded  was  a 
I. 'Sing  concern,  and  that  no  ono  will  undeitake  it  (or  loss 
Ihiiii  ten  cunts  per  pound.  A  barrel  of  pork  will  average 
320|oinds.  ThucDStof  its  trans  portion  from  ForiLeav  h- 
wnrih,  'o  which  puint  all  imblic  stores  are  shipped,  to 
Bcni'i  l'..ri,  will  ihen  bo  thirty-Hvo  dollars.  But  this  is 
not  all.  It  has  there  to  ho  wagoned  to  Santa  Fe,  and  it 
is  a  very  moderate  calculmion  to  say  that  the  additional 
cost,  with  the  transportation  from  St.  Louis  to  Foit  Lea- 
venworth, will  increase  the  co.st  to  SIO  per  barrel.  Add 
the  oiiginal  cost  and  it  makes  the  actual  expense  of  the 
barrel  nf  pnik,  on  its  delivery  at  Santa  Fe,  lifiy  dollars. 
In  oilier  words,  tlic  uovtrnincnt  puy.'s  tS'J.'i.OilO  for  the  500 
barrels  of  pork.  ^ 


"The  cost  of  all  other  freight  must  be  charged  in  the 
same  way— by  the  pound— and  the  expense  cannot  be 
much  leas  than  we  have  estimated." 

Arkamsas— /fon-ii/e  Lynch  /nil).— The  4th  of  July 
last  was  desecrated  by  a  mob  which  assembled  at 
Columbus,  Chicot  county,  Ark.,  for  the  deliberate 
purpose,  and  which  they  deliberately  effecled,  by 
taking  from  the  jail  of  the  county,  William,  the 
slave  of  the  late  Col.  Walworth,  a  rich  planter  of 
said  county,  on  a  charge  for  killing  of  whom  Wil- 
liam had  been  confined  for  more  than  a  year;  he  had 
been  tried  twice,  and  once  found  guilty,  but  from 
some  technicality  a  new  trial  had  been  ordered. — 
The  people  began  to  apprehend  that  he  would  es- 
cape punishment, — notwithstanding  his  guilt.  To 
prevent  this,  they  determined  to  take  him  (rom  jail 
and  hang  him  without  further  troubling  judge  or 
jury.  The  jailor  remonstrated  in  vain — the  prison 
was  broke  open — William  was  led  forth  wiUi  a  hal- 
ter round  his  neck,  and  in  cold  blood  hung  to  a  tree 
within  100  yards  of  the  jail. 

Officers 

Capt.  Robert  C.  Buchanan,  4th  U.  S.  Infantry,  is 
another  gallant  claimant  for  a  nitche  of  distinction  in 
the  rank  of  the  "Maryland  Line.''^ 

Capt.  B.  is  a  native  of  the  City  of  Baltimore. — 
His  father,  the  late  Andrew  Buchanan  Esq.  was  for- 
merly an  extensive  merchant  of  this  City.  Captain 
Buchanan  has  been  fifteen  years  with  his  regiment — 
has  served  with  credit  through  the  Black  Hawk  war 
and  the  Florida  war.  He  has  been  in  five  engage- 
ments. 

Gen.  Taylor's  official  Report  of  the  battle  of  the 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  says.  "A  small  party  under 
Capt.  Buchanan  and  Lieuls.  Hays  and  Woods,  4th  In- 
fantry, composed  chiefly  of  men  of  that  regiment, 
drove  the  enemy  from  a  breast  -work  which  he  occu- 
pied, and  captured  a  piece  of  artillery." 

The  exploit  for  which  he  was  honorably  mentioned 
in  the  official  despatches,  v.'as  one  unsurpassed  in  dar- 
ing and  gallantry,  by  any  of  the  acts  of  heroism  that 
made  up  that  brilliant  and  memorable  fight.  It  is  de- 
tailed in  the  report  of  I\Taj.  Allen,  commanding  the  4th 
Infantry.  He  states  that  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and 
musketry  was  opened  upon  them,  from  a  field  piece 
and  breast-^vork,  supported  by  from  150  to  200  Infan- 
try. Capt.  Buchanan,  finding  himself  the  senior  offi- 
cer on  the  spot,  threw  himself  upon  them,  with  about 
25  men  and  two  Lieuts.,  Hays  and  Woods,  sprang  to 
the  piece,  cut  down  the  mules  which  were  attached 
to  it,  and  secured  it  in  a  most  adroit  manner.  Capt. 
B'3  report  to  his  Major,  of  his  service  in  the  2d  day's 
fight,  is  the  shortest  of  all  that  have  been  published, 
and  admirable  for  its  simplicity  and  generosity. 

Camp,  on  the  Battle-field,  May   lOth,  1846. 

Sir, — In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that,  in  the  deployment  of  the  4th  In- 
fantry, I  found  myself  in  command  of  companies  B, 
D,  and  K,  on  the  left  of  the  road  as  we  entered,  and 
having  been  ordered  to  cross  to  the  right  and  advance, 
did  so.  After  crossing  the  pond,  I  had  with  mc  Lieuts. 
Hays  and  Woods  and  about  twenty  men  of  different 
regiments,  mostly  however,  of  the  4tli.  Upon  deploy- 
ing my  men  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  I  discovered  one 
of  the  enemy's  pieces  about  fifty  yards  in  my  front, 
which  was  defended  by  about  150  Infantry.  I  charged 
and  took  the  piece  and  attempted  to  spike  it,  but  not 
being  able  to  do  so,  took  it  back  to  a  place  of  safety.- 
Tlie  enemy  had  a  breast--Arork  in  my  rear,  and  opened 
a  heavy  fire  on  me,  when,  with  about  ten  mon,  I  dis- 
lodged him  and  drove  him  across  the  road.  Too  much 
credit  cannot  be  given  to  Lieuts.  Hays  and  Woods,  of 
the  4th.  They  were  among  the  very  first  to  reach  the 
piece,  and  to  them  belongs  the  credit  of  its  capture.- 
Whilst  I  was  engaged  in  driving  the  enemy  from  his 
breast-work,  these  officers,  with  their  men,  repulsed  a 
party  that  charged  them  in  order  to  recapture  the 
piece.  I  cannot  refrain  from  calling  your  attention  to 
Sergeant  Major  Maloncy  and  Corporal  Farrall,  who 
behaved  with  remarkable  coolness  and  gallantry. — 
Every  body  did  his  duty  nobly,  as  becomes  American 
soldiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant. 

Robert  C.  Buchanan,  Capt.  4lh  Infantry 
To  Maj.  G.  W.  Allen,  Command'g  4th  luf'y. 

Death  of  Capt.  Page,  V.  S.  .H.  The  dreadful, 
wounds  received  in  Ihe  battle  of  the  8th  of  May  by 
this  gallant  officer,  have  proved  fatal,  but  not 
before  his  unfortunate  and  devoted  wife  succeeded  in 
overtaking  him.  On  learning  that  her  husband  was 
woiiiuled,  she  sttulcd  from  Baltimore  on  the   instant 


reached  New  Orleans,  in  the  least  possible  time,  and 
embarked  on  hoard  the  first  Steamboat  for  Point  Is- 
abel. Tlie  Steamboat  was  unfortunately  delayed 
some  days  for  the  purpose  of  talcing  volunteers  on 
board,  and  when  INIi's.  Page  reached  Point  Isabel,  she 
learnt  that  her  wounded  husband  had  embarked  a  day 
or  two  before,  for  N.  Orleans.  She  got  back  to  New 
Orleans,  and  joined  her  husband  on  the  Gth.  They 
embarked  from  thence  for  St.  Louis,  on  the  7th  inst. 
on  board  the  steamer  Missouri.  On  the  passage  up, 
whilst  the  boat  was  but  a  short  distance  above  Cairo, 
on  the  morning  of  the  12th  July,  Captain  Page  breath- 
ed his  last.  His  remains  reached  St.  Louis  on  the 
13th.  Dr.  W.  W.  Mercer,  had  embarked  in  atten- 
dance on  Capt.  Page  and  was  unremitting  in  atten- 
tion. 

Lieut.  Blake.  ,i  letter  from  Gen,  Wmih,  dated 
Jfew  Orleans,  May  18,  1846,sai/s. — You  will  probably, 
by  this  mail,  hear  of  the  loss  of  that  gallant  ornament 
and  devoted  member  of  your  corps,  my  warmly  cher- 
ished friend,  Blake.  The  manner  adds  poignancy  to 
our  sorrows.  Had  he  fallen  in  the  conflict,  in  which 
by  all  accounts,  he  had  especially  distinguished  him- 
self, regrets  would  have  been  turned  into  envy.  Af- 
ter the  battle,  on  casting  aside  his  weapons,  one  of 
his  pistols  accidently  discharged,  and  gave  him  a  mor- 
tal wound.  Knowing  and  valueing  him  as  I  did,  you 
will  readily  conceive  how  I  deplore  his  loss,  both  as 
a  gallant  and  true  hearted  friend,  and  accomplished 
comrade.     He  has  left  no  better   soldier   behind." — 

"Our  troops  have  behaved  with  great  intrepidity.— 
Every  man  has  done  his  duty.  My  own  gallant  reg- 
iment speaks  for  itself  in  the  list  of  the  killed  and 
wounded — verified  by  the  colors  of  the  crack  Mexi- 
can regiment,  that  of  Tobasco.  Would  to  God  I  could 
have  been  with  thsm;  but  a  sad  fate  or.lercd  other- 
wise. There  is  time  yet;  it  is  but  the  beginning  of 
the  end.  I  sail  to-morrow,  and,  v,'ith  God's  blessing 
will  be  in  line  by  the  21st. 

(Lieut.  Blake  served  with  Gen.  Worth  throughout 
his  operations  in  Florida.) 

Lieut.  Randolph  Ridgelt.  We  have  already  an- 
nounced the  appointment,  by  the  President,  of  tliis 
gallant  Marylander  to  a  Captaincy  by  brevet,  with  the 
additional  function  of  Assistant  Adjutant  General. — 
How  Capt.  Ridgely  is  appreciated  in  camp,  may  be 
judged  from  the  following  voluntary  tribute  from  bis 
commander. 

Head  Quarters,  Right  Wing  Armt  of"] 

Occup.iTioN,  Camp  at  Matanioras, 
June  24th, 
To  the  Editors  of  ihe  Baltimore  .imericau: 

Sirs; — I  was  much  gratified  to  read  an  article  from 
your  paper,  which  stated  that  the  citizens  of  Baltimore 
contemplated  the  presentation  of  a  sword  to  Lieut. 
Randolph  Ridgely,  who  commanded  Major  Ring- 
gold's company  of  Flying  Artillery  at  "Resaca  de  la 
Palma"  on  the  9tli  May.  That  company  was  a  por- 
tion of  the  Right  A'Ving  of  the  Army  on  the  8th  and  9th, 
which  circumstance  brought  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Lieut.  Ridgely  under  my  immediate  observation.  I 
avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  assure  you  iliat  the  cit- 
izens of  Baltimore  could  not  reward  a  mure  merito- 
rious or  brave  officer,  and  as  his  imnrnliate  comman- 
der, I  am  happy  in  thus  testifying  to  his  worth. 
Your  ob't  servant,  D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Col.  2d  Dragoons. 

TheMortai.lv  Wounded.  The  SiU'geon  General 
of  the  Army  on  the  Rio  Grande  has  sent  to  the  editor 
of  the  Washington  Union  a  list  of  the  private  soldiers 
who  were  mortally  wounded  in  the  battles  of  Palo 
Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  and  who  expired  on 
the  days  of  the  battles,  or  have  since  died  of  their 
wounds.  It    is  as  follows: 

William  Atherton,  Lewis  H.  Tucker,  George 
Bates,  Charles  Wilson,  Frederick  Papae,  James  Man- 
ning, Thomas  CantwcU,  — Martin,  — Eichler,  Owen, 
Hawkins,  James  Morgan,  William  B.  Fuller,  John 
Forsyth,  Mathew  Niddy,  Charles  Marsland,  George 
Chisholm,  Philip  Leo,  Orlando  Pierce,  Robt.  Mathews, 
Daniel  Mc-Dardie, — Eklridgc,  James  Stockley, — 
.4lbertsoii, — Shormaher,  Wtigart  Horace, — Francis, 
— Antliony, —  Fisher,  — Mullen,  — Hunt, —  Hart, — 
Wallace, — ]'"arrell, — Lewis, — Murray,— Waldron, — 
Patton, — Haddock. 

The  names  of  the  men  who  were  killed  oulriglit,  or 
who  did  not  come  under  tlie  observation  of  the  sur- 
geons,  have  not  been  reported  to  the  Surgeon  Gene- 
ral's  Office. 


g  Army  of  "J 
is,  Mexico,  > 
th,  1246.     S 
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THE  FIRST  SK^StOM  OF  THR  TWKNTY- 
NINTH  CONGIIESS. 


History  will  have  cvi'iiiful  incidents  to  reconl  n(  the 
session  of  congress  wii  c'l  terminated  at  12  o'clock,  m. 
on  the  10th  of  Au^'usl,  \ii6.  lis  duration  was 233  days, 
being,  we  believe,  the  loiii;esI  session  ever  held. 

Congress  assemUlud  under  favorable  circunislaiices 
for  operating.  Not  only  did  the  innjjriiies  in  the  senate 
and  house  liarmonzie  in  political  sentiment,  but  their 
lari-e  joint  mijonlics  harmonized  with  iho  e.vecuii^'o, 
Old  thus  plauin;;  all  the  departments  of  government  in 
the  hands  of  one  party,  the  minority  were  powerless. 

The  general  aspect  of  affairs  however,  was  far  frotn 
cloudless  A  portentous  gloom  had  accumulated  over 
the  Atlantic  horizon.  The  piesideiil  had  eotnmenceti 
his  administration  by  asserting  claims  to  territory  in  the 
northwest  in  such  direct  terms,  and  he  opened  this  ses 
EJon  of  congipss  by  urging  upon  them  in  the  most  em- 
phatic language,  an  iminetltuie  adjustment  of  the  boui- 
larics  upjn  wh^it  he  pronounced  to  be  an  "unqaestiona- 
ible|'  line,  wliiih  "could  not  be  abandoned  without  u 
sacrifice  of  both  national  honor  and  interest.''  To  main- 
tain and  carry  out  this  measure  as  advised  by  the  presi 
dent,  evidently  would  have  been  to  risk  a  war  with  Orpat 
Britain,  it'  not  to  rcnderit  inevitable.  Her  governnicnt, 
her  parliament,  her  sLitesmen  of  all  parlies,  and  her 
putjlic  journals  of  all  parlies,  united  as  with  one  voicr, 
in  asserting  tiiat  an  aitempt  to  carry  out  the  demand  of 
the  president  in  that  particular,  would  and  should  be 
resisted.  The  president  reiterated  his  demanti,  and  it 
depended  upon  congicss  whether  that  demand  should 
be  persisted  in.  Very  grave  apprehensions  were  enter- 
tained on  both  sides  of  the  Allaniic.  A  most  import- 
ant crisis  was  at  hand. 

Tne  strongest  hope  that  peace  wonld  be  preserved, 
Beenied  to  be  founded  upon  the  fact,  that  not.vithstand-. 
ing  the  extremity  of  the  q  larrel  and  tho  demand  lor  an 
issue,  yet  no  p.-epuiation  liad  been  recommended  by  the 
president  for  the  possible  contingency  of  a  war.  The 
nation  rcmai,ied  quietly  upon  a  peace  establishment,  as 
it  regarded  European  powers. 

The  finances  of  the  country  were  at  ihi  lime  in  a 
prosperous  condition,  the  revenues  furnishing  ample 
means  for  defraying  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  go- 
vernment. Commerce  was  prosperou,=,  notwithstanding 
threatening  appearances;  inanufacturies  were  in  full  and 
profitable  operation;  the  money  market,  currency,  and 
exchannes  were  in  as  fair  condition  as  the  country  had 
ever  witnessed. 

The  country  was  still  at  iieace  with  all  the  world. 

Whether  at  ihis  time  to  risk,  if  not  absolutely  to  incur 
n  war  with  Great  Britain,  for  a  disputed  claim  to  terri- 
tory which  was  not  yet  in  legilimiHe  pQS.<esHon  of  either 
power,  was  now  ihe  que'tion? 

An  elaborate  discussion  took  place  in  each  house 
upon  this  ell  absorbing  question,  which  was  niaintaincti 
viih  great  ability  lor  many  weeks. 

Finally,  the  house  of  represenlatives.  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, adopted  a  resolution  for  terminating  ihe  joint  oc- 
cupancy o(  Oregon,  not  exactly  in  the  form  which  was 
llrged  by  the  e.\ecmive,  but  in  a  form  which  the  execu- 
tive considered  available  for  carrying  out  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  president  in  the  premises. 

The  senate,  however,  hesitated  so  far  to  compromit 
the  peace  of  the  nation.  ,'\fter  one  of  the  ablest  debates 
that  ever  took  place  in  that  body,  it  was  decided,  virtu- 
ally, that  the  claim  should  not  be  insisted  upon  in  the 
manner  and  to  the  extent  which  the  president  had  re- 
commended, but  that  negotiations  should  be  leiiewed. 

In  virtue  of  this  decision,  the  president  having  acqui- 
esced, overliires  were  immediately  made  by  the  British 
government  for  settling  the  long  disputed  controversy,  by 
establishing  a  boundary  which  our  government  had  re- 
peatedly propiLsed,  and  which  the  British  government 
had  as  often  rejected. 

The  two  nations  are  now  in  harmony,  thanks  to  a 
kind  superintending  Providence. 

Peace  however  was  not  to  bo  preserved  to  the  nation. 
Measures  were  in  progress  which  led  to  a  war  upon 
our  own  continent,  and  with  a  neighboring  republic. — 
Am'sngst  the  enactments  of  the  session  just  closed,  one 
of  the  most  eveniful  in  its  luiure  effects  upon  the  Unio.v, 
was, — 

The  declaration  war,  or,  to  adopt  the  tide  of  the  act 
"recognising  the  existence  of  war  with  .Mesicc." 

Whether  ihe  object  to  be  accompHshed  by  this  war, 
is  to  be  confined  to  merely  "coiinuering  a  peace,''  or 
whether  it  is  to  expand  into  a  conflici  for  ihe  conquest 
ol  territory,  is  hardly  any  longer  a  matter  of  doubt. 

The  declaration  of  war  was  of  course  followed  by  en- 
actments for  carrying  it  on  with  vigor.  Whatever  the 
president  asked  fur  t.'om  congress,  was  promptly  voted, 
and  with  uncommon  unanimuy. 

The  army  proper,  was  authorized  to  be  augmented 
to  nearly  double  its  usual  force.  The  navy  was  placed 
upon  a  war  establishment  and  considerably  enlarged. 

A  volunteer  force  of  30,000  men,  was  authorised. 

Loans   and   treasury   notes   to  the  amount  of  ten  or 
tft'iive  millions  were  authorised. 
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Appropriations,  of  ten  iniliions  in  one  sum,  of  nearly 
twelve  millions  in  another,  and  in  ratious  bill.'^.ofan 
amount  which  inclntling  these  two,  it  is  believed,  will 
considerably  exceed  lil'ty  millions  of  dollars,  were  grant- 
ed within  the  space  of  a  few  weeks, — and  it  is  10  be 
feared  that  even  this  large  amount  will  all  be  required 
before  the  fiscal  year  i  xpires. 

Not  only  have  congress  volcd  all  the  appropriations 
which  the  president  asked  for,  for  carrying  on  the  war, 
but  in  one  of  the  four  volunteer  bills  and  joint  resolu- 
tions enacted,  it  is  said  they  have  ordered  payment  to  be 
made  to  volunteers,  whether  legally  ordered  into  service 
or  not. 

Whether  the  preside.n;  will  be  more  fortunate  in  his 
plan  of  conducting  a  foreign  war  by  the  principle  agen- 
cy of  VOLUNTEER  FORCES,  at  a  less  expciicc,  and  with 
more  eficiency,  ihan  has  ever  yet  been  achieved  by  such 
method,  is  to  be  tested.  Our  own  convictions  as  to 
these  points  were  long  since  expressed.  We  liave  met 
with  nothing  yet  to  induce  a  change  ol  opinion.  We 
would  most  gladly  be  spared  the  proof,  by  a  speedy  and 
honorable  adjuslniont  of  all  e.xisling  difliculties  with 
I'Mexico. 

One  other  feature  has  distinguished  the  first  session 
of  the  twenty-ninth  coiigrcs.=,  scarcely  of  less  interest 
to  the  people  of  this  rountry  than  the  preservation  of 
peace  wth  Great  Britain  or  the  declaration  and  prose- 
cution of  a  war  against  iMexico,  and  that  is — 

The  abandonment  of  the  system  of  protection  to 
American  manufucturcf,  the  repeal  of  the  tariff  of  18-12, 
and  the  substitution  of  an  ad  vulorem  revenue  tariff, 
which  by- its  provision.^,  invites  as  large  an  imporiatioii 
of  foreign  merchandise  as  can  be  induced,  for  the  sake 
of  deriving  a  revenue  to  the  government,  and  without 
any  countervailing  provisions  lor  insuring  a  recijirocity 
oi  trade  from  foreign  powers. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  measure,  and  ex- 
pressly for  the  purpose  of  further  accommodations  to 
importers,  the  warehouse  system  is  introduced,  and  has 
already  commenced  its  efficient  operation. 

The  new  tariff  very  materially  dimin'shes  duties  upon 
goods  imported.  The  experiment  will  be  tested,  whether 
the  increase  in  amount  of  importations  will  conipejisate 
the  treasury  for  this  reduction.  Great  differences  of 
opinion  have  been  expressed  by  statesmen  and  by  men 
of  business  as  to  the  issue.  Our  own  impression  is,  that 
after  the  drawback  operation  between  this  and  the 
commencement  of  the  operation  of  the  new  tariff  bill, 
the  country  will  be  inuniiated  with  goods  "dog  cheap" 
from  Europe, — that  the  revenue  will  of  course  he  large, 
— until  the  specie  that  is  now  in  the  cmmtry  and  the  credit 
that  has  been  retrieved  during  the  operation  of  the  tariff 
q/"  1S42,  nrc  both  drained  off  for  the  balance  of  trade -^  a 
short  time  only  will  be  required  to  accomplish  this;  then 
poverty  comes  into  play,  and  the  people  and  the  govern- 
ment will  sufli;r  together. 

In  association  with  these  important  modifications  of 
the  whole  policy  of  the  country,  is  the  re-enactment  of 
the  sub-treasury  system,  with  provisions  for  exacting 
payment  from  and  aher  the  Ist  of  January,  1S47,  in 
gold  and  silver  only,  of  all  sums  payably  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  an  entire  disconnection  of  the  govern- 
ment from  banks. 

The  S.MiTHsoNtAN  Institute,  has  been  established  by 
enactment,  and  will  at  length  go  into  operation.  It  hap- 
pens unfortunately  that  the  bill  fails  to  make  any  appro- 
priation for  erecting  the  requisite  buildings.  Much  m.iy 
be  done  however,  preparatory  to  such  an  expenditure. 

Acts,  under  which  senators  and  representatives  from 
Texas  look  their  seats  in  congress,  and  that  Stale  was 
added  to  the  constellation  of  the  Union,  were  passed. 
^  Acts  by  virtue  of  which  it  is  probable  two  additional 
Stales  will  fortiiwith  send  senators  and  reiireseniativL-s 
to  congriss,  were  also  enacted,  wliich  acts  were  said  to 
be  acceptable  to  the  statesmen  ol  both  Iowa  and  Wis- 
consin. 

Besides  the  above  enactiuenis.  Ihe  two  houses  passed 
and  sent  to  the  president  lor  his  signature — 

The  river  and  harbor  bill,  and 

The  French  spoliation  bill, 
both  of  which  the  p-'csident  returned  with  his  veto,  and 
they  w-ere  lost. 

TuE  TWO  MiLLio.ts  BILL.  The  Substance  of  the  confi- 
dential communication  from  the  president  which  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  ihe  senate  with  closed  doors  lor 
several  days  just  before  the  close  ol  the  session,  was  de- 
veloped by  the  president's  message  to  congress,  which 
we  insert,  asking  for  two  millions  of  dollais  to  be  used 
in  procuring  a  satisfactory  peace  with  Mexico.  Some 
remarks  of  the  press  upon  the  history  of  this  important 
proposition  will  also  be  found  in  this  number.  The  bill 
pas.=^ed  the  house  of  representatives,  but  with  such  an 
amendment  thereto,  as  rendered  it  unpalalable  to  liiose 
that  proposed  the  bill,  and  they  voted  against  its  pas- 
sage. The  bill  reached  the  senate  only  a  few  hours 
before  the  session  closed.  It  now  involved  in  ad- 
dition to  oilier  highly  important  consideralio.na,  that  of 
the  slave  question,  as  well  as  that  of  additional  territory 
to  be  added  ;o  the  Union.  Grave  topics  to  be  decided 
during  a  fit  of  convulsion'^! 


A  linal  decision  was  evaded,  and  the  bill  (ailed. 

T  ho  Cherokee  treaty  bill  had  passed  both  liouses,  but 
failed  10  receive  the  signature  ol  presiding  ofRcers  in 
time. 

The  post  office  and  post  route  bill,  iifier  passing  both 
houses,  in  some  form,  also  failed  Ol  ilie  the  last  moment 
to  be  consummated,  very  mucli,  it  is  said,  to  the  graiifi- 
cutioii  ol  those  engaged  in  thai  departinent.  The  law 
remains  as  it  was,  and  no  new  routes  are  authorised. 

Ci.osi.NG  A  SEssio.v.  No  oiie  that  has  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  observing  the  manner  in  which  business  is  usu- 
ally  conducied  within  ihe  few  last  hours  of  sessions  that 
are  to  termiiiaio  at  a  given  moment,  whether  ol  Ihe  le- 
gislalures  of  ihestnti-s,  or  of 'ho  ecnernl  government, 
can  be  otherwise  than  alarmed  ni  the  manifest  danger  to 
which  the  pi'blio  welfare  is  in  those  eventful  moments 
exposed.  It  almost  invariably  happens  that  many  of  the 
most  important  measures  of  the  8e3.sion  are  procrasti- 
nated to  the  last  moment.  Such  (or  instance,  on  this 
occii.'-i.in,  was  the  case  with  ihe  general  appropriation 
bills,  which  escaped  "by  the  very  skin  of  their  teeth." 
As  the  final  hour  approaches,  confusion  seems  lo  grow 
every  moment  more  confounded,  as  all  the  measures  then 
in  iiansitu  are  huddled  together.  Tho  legislature  in- 
stead ol  preserving  its  character  of  a  delihiralive  body, 
at  these  times  more  resembles  amoh.  No  man  can  tell 
Ihe  impulse  that  will  control  the  next  moment  in  rela- 
tion to  any  proposition  whatever. 
_  'J'his  very  state  o(  confusion  is  not  unfiequcat!y  sought 
lor  and  availed  of,  to  accomplish  measures,  that  so  long 
asniembrrstook  lime  to  reflect  on  t/ retained  acooljudg- 
inent,riever  Could  be  accomplished.  Measures  that  under 
investigation  have  become  utterly  hopeless,  take  tins  last 
expedient  lor  success.  An  artful  advocate  contrives  to 
hurry  many  a  measure  through  the  forms  of  legislation 
widiout  one  in  twenty  of  the  members  being  in  the  least 
''i"''^M  °J  '-'^  ''"P"".  01'  perhaps  of  its  passage.  The  case 
should  be  indeed  of  the  very  last  necessity,  that  would 
aulhorise  a  legislature  to  entertain  at  such  a  moment. 
an  original  and  highly  important  proposition. 


FOREIGN 


GREAT   BRITAIN. 

The  steamer  Great  Western  le(t  Liverpool  on  the 
25th  of  July,  and  reached  New  York  on  the  10th  in- 
stant. 

The  iceather.— From  the  19lh  lo  Ihe  25lh  of  July 
"there  have  been  numerous  showers  of  rain,  aiid' 
although  the  atniosphcre  has  been  cool,  we  be'lieva 
it  has  not  been  unfavorable  lo  the  ripening  of  the 
crops,  which  in  this  neighborhood  look  well  and  pro- 
mise to  be  very  abundant" 

The  "learned  blacksmith,"  iMr.  Elihu  Burrilt,  con- 
tinues lo  excite  much  attention  in  England.  He  has 
been  lecturing  successfully  in  Manchester. 

The  J^"ational  Tribute  lo  Mr.  Cobden  was  progress- 
ing salislactorallj.  Over  ^50,000  had  been  sub- 
scribed. 

"The  Sarah  Sands,"  a  new  iron  steamer  of  1  350 
tons,  was  lo  be  launched  on  Ihe  8th  insl.  She  is'  in- 
tended for  C.  W.  Thompson,  of  New  York,  lo  run 
between  Liverpool  and  that  port. 

The  potato  disease,  has  reappeared  in  various  parts 
of  England  and  Ireland.  "Mention  is  made  in  the 
journals,  from  nearly  every  district  of  Ireland,  that 
the  potato  rot  has  appeared  in  this  year's  crop;  and 
many  of  them  express  the  most  gloomy  apprehen- 
sions of  the  result.  The  county  of  Cork  would  ap- 
pear to  be  peculiarly  visited  with  this  scourge.  A 
correspondent  of  the  Cork  Reporter,  says— "The 
potato  crop  is  entirely  destroyed  in  Crookhaven  and 
around  four  miles.  The  people  are  in  an  absolute 
state  of  bewilderment.  Tfie  blast  has  been  nearly 
universal;  and  such  is  the  effccl,  that  the  stalk  and 
stems  thus  blasted  break  off  -juite  rotten  like,  and 
the  young  potatoes,  that  were  fouud,  are  mostly  black 
All  the  change  has  taken  place  within  the  List  fort- 
night; until  then  every  thing  seemed  promising  "— 
There  arc,  we  regret  to  say,  complaints  ol  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  disease  in  England  and  on  the  Con- 
tinent, but  we  trust  that  an  allwise  Providence 
may  avert  the  further  spread  of  such  a  dire  dis- 
aster. 

On  such  occasions  there  is  a  natural  tendency  to 
create  alarm  and  magnify  the  evil.  Under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  fear  which  prevailed  at  the  time 
Peel  was  enabled  to  pass  his  bill  for  the  repeal  of 
the  corn  laws;  but  the  evil  proved  less  serious  than 
tiraid  people  apprehended,  and  the  minister  was 
charged  with  furthering  the  delusion.  On  all  such 
occasions  selfishness  combioes  -vith  an  amiable  phi. 
lanthropy  to  alarm  the  public.    The  result,  tjowever 
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in  the  present  instaDce,  has  been  to  increase  the  de- 
mand for  Indian  wheat,  and  necessarily  to  improve 
the  price.  Ireland  will  be  the  recepient  of  a  large 
qu  .ntiiy  nf  Indian  wheal,  ami  to  llie  starved  pea- 
santry of  that  unfoil-nate  caunlry,  vphen  they  be- 
come used  to  it,  it  cannot  fail  to  prove  a  God- 
send." 

The  price  of  "Indian  wheat,"  by  which  name  they 
have  christened  our  Indian  corn,  had  improved  in 
consequence  of  the  disease  in  potatoes.  Say  la.  to 
6d.  per  quarter. 

The  Cotton  Market,  has  been  spiritless  during 
the  week.  "It  feels  the  general  depression  which 
prevailed — prices  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  altered, 
but  the  tone  of  spinners  and  dealers  is  influenced  by 
the  stagnation."  The  Liverpool  cotton  market  re- 
port for  the  week  ending  the  24lh,  says:  "The  great 
subject  of  mterest  for  us  now  is  the  state  and  pros- 
pects of  the  Manchester  trade,  and  the  rate  of  con- 
sumption generally.  Under  this  point  we  have  less 
reason  for  satisfaction  than  might  have  been  hoped 
for.  Not  only  are  the  profits  of  spinning  and  man- 
ufacturing greatly  decreased,  but  have  become  in 
some  cases  non-remuneralivej  added  to  which,  the 
facility  of  sale  is  greatly  abridged,  even  at  much 
reduced  rates.  From  this  cause  our  market  has 
been  less  spirited  and  flatter  than  it  otherwise  would 
have  been,  and,  we  may  say,  has  been  under  consi- 
derable check.  A  diSerenl  and  improved  state  of 
things  in  Manchester  would  now  be  very  sensibly 
felt  amongst  us  in  Liverpool  generally.  For  this 
improvement  it  appears  that  we  must  wait,  hoping 
that  the  good  promise  of  an  abundant  harvest  may 
contribute  somewhat  to  tlie  desired  end.  Prices  re- 
main  nearly  as  before,  with  a  slight  tendency  up- 
wards. 3,000  American  and  400  Surals  have  been 
taken  on  speculation,  and  9.700  American,  450  Per- 
nams,  and  50  Madras  for  export.  Sales  to  day,  5,000 
to  6,000  bales.  The  sales  of  the  week  amount  to 
6,710  bales." 

Flour  and  Wheat. — Liverpool,  July  24th, — 
Brown,  Shipley  &  Co.,  write,  Liverpool,  July  95lh. 
Transactions  limited — prices  merely  sustained. 

Though  the  weather  has  been  and  continues  ra- 
ther unsettled  here,  it  appears  to  have  been  favora- 
ble for  the  progress  of  the  harvest  in  the  southern 
districts  and  a  farther  decline  has  taken  place  in  the 
London  corn  market  and  our  own  is  also  rather 
lower.  Western  flour  25  a  263.  chiefly  Sos.  6d.  per 
bbl.,  and  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  243.  a  24s.  6J. 
per  bbl.  Sour  22s.  a  223.  6d.;  wheat  63.  a  7s.  per 
70  lbs.  Indian  torn,  however,  has  advanced  from 
the  late  depression  in  consequence  of  the  potatoe 
disease  having  again  shown  itself  in  the  growing  crop 
in  some  districts  in  Ireland,  and  yellow  may  now  be 
quoted  28  a  293.  and  white  29  a  30s.  per  quarter. — 
The  duty  on  wheat  is  now  63.  per  quarter,  and  on 
flour  39.  Gd.  per  bbl. 

London,  July  24. — Free  foreign  wheat  held  at 
easier  rates.  The  greater  part  of  this  article  now 
unconsumed  ia  of  inferior  qual'ty,  injured  by  long 
continuance  in  the  warehouses.  Newly  arrived 
American  flour  is  in  good  demand  at  prices  varying 
with  the  reputation  of  the  brands.  At  yesterday's 
market  the  wheat  trade  remained  dull,  and  so  few 
transactions  took  place  that  prices  were  nominally 
the  same  as  those  current  on  Monday.  Floating 
cargoes  of  Indian  corn  were  in  retjuest  forshioment 
10  Ireland,  and  Is.  dearer. 

Provisions. — Litllo  change  has  occurred  in  the 
value  of  American  provisions  since  the  sailing  of 
the  Hibernia;  at  the  same  time  a  fair  amount  of  bu- 
siness is  being  done  in  beef,  but  pork  has  only  a 
sluggish  demand;  the  lower  qualities  of  both  are 
inquired  after.  'I'he  value  of  grease  butler  has  de- 
clined, 503.  only  being  aflbrdod  tor  it  at  public  sale. 
The  price  of  cheese  has  also  receded,  the  inferior 
qualities  hero  not  being  in  demand.  Fine  lard,  in 
kegs,  is  wanted,  and  brought  393.  9d.;  other  qualities 
sold  at  former  prices. 

Rii'E. — .\  large  business  has  been  done  at  improv- 
ing rates,  9,000  bags  having  been  sold  at  Us.  6d.  to 
lis.  9d.  lor  broken,  and  123.  3d,  to  143.  for  ordinary 
to  very  good  while  liengal.  Among  the  sales  were 
lot)  tierces  Carolina  at  223.  to  243.  per  cwt. 

Iron.— Uuring  the  last  three  weeks  there  has  been 
considerable  animation  in  the  trade.  Large  orders 
have  been  given  out,  particularly  for  rails,  and  the 
prospects  of  llio  trade  are  good.  During  the  last 
few  days  some  apprelicnsiuns  has  been  evinced  as  to 
the  ability  ot  the  present  government  to  get  through 
Iheir  measures  with  respect  to  the  equalisation  of 
the  sugar  duties,  and  the  possibility  of  an  immediate 
general  election.  This  has  operated  on  the  funds, 
and  has  had  a  depressing  cllect  on  the  prices  of  most 
staple  articles.  Munutaetured  iron,  iiotwillislaiid- 
ing,  is  flnn,  pig  iron,  wilhiu  the  last  aevcn  dajrs, 


may  be  quoted  Ss.  6d.  per  ton  lower.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  present  quotations; — merchant  bar  .fS 
153.;  best  rolled  £\0  153.;  nail  rod  =£9  lOs.;  hoop 
£\0  1.5s.;  sheet  .£11  15s.;  No.  1  Scotch  pig  ^4  2s.  61.; 
No.  3  ditto  ^4. 

In  1843,  the  quantity  of  iron  made  weekly  in  North 
and  South  Staflbrdshire  was  520  tons;  the  make  now 
amounts  to  1,530  tons. 

Wool. — The  sales  of  foreign  and  colonial  wool  in 
London  exhibit  on  the  middling  and  inferior  kinds,  a 
decline  of  2d.  per  lb.  as  compared  with  the  previous 
sales.  Other  descriptions  have  receded  about  Id. — 
These  sales  influence  the  market  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  The  impression  amongst  the  trade  in  the 
north  of  England  is,  that  prices  are  not  likely  to  sink 
below  the  present  rates— an  opinion  which  a  short 
time  will  lest. 

The  Apple  Crop,  is  said  to  have  generally  failed 
throughout  Europe. 

The  Hon.  Lonis  M'Lane. — In  the  "European 
Times"  which  went  out  by  llie  steamship  H. hernia, 
on  the  19th,  we  staled  that  Mr.  M'Lane  had  con- 
veyed to  Liverpool  the  ratified  Oregon  treaty  for 
despatch  by  that  steamer  to  the  United  States.  The 
Liverpool  Chamber  of  Commerce  look  the  advantage 
of  the  minister's  visit  to  Ihis  port  by  presenting  the 
following  address  on  Monday,  Ihe  20lh. 
"To   His   Excellency   Louis   McLane,   Esq.,   Minislcr 

Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  of  ^.imerica  to 

Great  Britain. 

"Sir — The  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Liverpool  desire  to  express  to  you  Ihe  high  sense 
which  they  entertain  of  the  value  and  importance  of 
the  exertions  which  you  have  recently  made  Tor 
maintaining  friendly  relations  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States.  The  merchants  of  Liverpool 
have  read  with  great  pleasure,  and  heartily  concur 
in  the  opinion  which  Lord  Aberdeen,  in  his  place  in 
parliament,   expressed   of  the   services   which   you 

have  rendered    to   your  own  country  and  to  ours. 

Although  the  consciousness  of  having  labored  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  mankind,  is  in  iUelf  a  great  re- 
ward, it  cannot  fail  to  afford  you  additional  pleasure 
to  learn  that  those  who  have  anxiously  watched  the 
progress  of  the  negotiations,  now  happily  terminated 
have  duly  appreciated  the  patience,  ability,  ami 
temper  by  which  your  conduct  has  been  distinguish- 
ed. Whilst  you  have  carefully  maintained  Ihe  honor 
of  the  United  States,  you  have  largely  contributed  to 
save  both  nations  from  the  horrors  of  war.  The 
highest  renown  belongs  to  such  labors,  and  their  true 
value  will  nol  be  measured  by  the  successful  termi- 
nation of  the  Oregon  question  alone. 

"The  example  which  has  been  set  by  the  slale^ 
men  of  the  two  great  nations  thus  settling  by  discus- 
sion and  in  a  spirit  of  moderation  and  justice  dis- 
putes of  longstanding,  and,  from  peculiar  circum- 
stances, of  the  gravest  political  importance,  is  of  in- 
estimable value  to  the  world.  Entertaining  for  your 
character  the  most  sincere  respect,  and  particularly 
for  this  portion  of  it  which  we  have  observed  in  your 
intercourse  with  our  own  government,  we  beg  you 
to  accept  the  expression  of  our  high  esteem,  and  our 
best  wishes  for  your  continued  health  and  happiness 

"Liverpool,  20i/(  July,  4846." 

Mr.  McLane  appeared  greatly  plcasfd  with  so 
gratifying  a  compliment,  emanating  from  that  im- 
porlant  body,  and  expressing,  as  it  did,  the  strong 
feelings  of  respect  entertained  for  his  character  and 
of  the  high  sense  of  the  efljcient  services  render- 
ed, both  to  America  and  England,  in  the  peaceful 
settlement  of  this  question,  of  which  Lord  Aberdeen 
had  also  previously  in  the  house  of  lords  borne  ho- 
norable tesl^imony.  To  this  address,  Mr.  McLane 
made  the  following  reply. — 

I'Although  I  must  ask  you  to  be  content  with  a 
brief  acknowledgement  of  the  address  you  have 
kindly  made  to  me,  and  of  the  flattering  estimate  you 
have  been  pleased  to  place  upon  the  services  it  wa« 
in  my  power  to  render  during  the  recent  negotiations 
to  which  you  refer,  1  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  1 
am  not  the  less  grateful  for  your  approbation  of  my 
conduct.  To  no  one  can  the  result  which  has  so  hap 
pily  crowned  these  negotiations  give  greater  satis 
taction  than  it  has  done  to  in.-;  and  1  never  doubted 
that  1  could  not  render  a  more  patriotic  service  to 
my  own  country,  or  one  more  acceplableorof  great- 
er importance  to  the  world  at  large,  than  by  con- 
tributing any  assistance  in  my  power  towards  the 
preservation  o(  peace,  upon  honorable  terms,  between 
two  kindred  nations,  whose  prosperity  1  believe  to  be 
intimately  interwoven  with  each  other. 

"If  it  bo  not  a  reproach,  1  have  always  thought  it 
was  to  be  lamented  that  the  peace  of  two  such  na- 
tions, with  so  many  motives  to  encourage  and  so  few 
to  disturb  it,  should  have  been  so  o.'ten  and  seriously 
threatened  by  causes  which,  when  subjected  to  the 
management  of  calm  reason  and  honarable  dealing, 
mM  UOlItedluleiy  disappear.  ^ 


"Upon  the  present  occasion,  while  I  must  bear  am- 
ple testimony  to  the  amicable  policy  and  good  faith 
of  my  own  government,  it  affords  me  unfeigned  sa- 
tisfaction to  confess  that  to  the  sincere  and  unwaver- 
ing desire  of  peace,  if  to  be  honorably  mainldineJ, 
and  to  the  manly,  straight-forward  temper  ivith  winch 
the  negotiations  were  conducted  by  the  distinguished 
mini3ter  to  whom  you  have  referred,  is  the  result  to 
be  in  no  small  degree  attributed. 

"I  agree  with  you,  gentlemen,  in  thinking  that  tha 
temper  manifested  by  both  nations  in  the  settlement 
of  the  question  ought  to  be  an  example  to  the  v/orld 
at  large,  and,  may  I  not  add,  tliat  it  affords  a  sure 
guarantee  of  the  cordial  amity  by  which  our  future 
intercourse  will  be  distinguished.  It  is  gratifying  to 
reflect  that  the  terms  upon  which  the  question,  atone 
time  apparently  so  critical,  has  been  adjusted,  hava 
been  generally  satisfactory  to  the  governments,  and 
the  people  of  both  countries,  leaving  nothing  behind 
to  disturb  the  harmony  of  our  future  relations.  It  is 
also  worthy  of  congratulation,  that  by  the  conven- 
tion recently  concluded  the  only  remaining  questioa 
growing  out  of  the  treaty  of  1783  has  been  finally 
settled,  and  that  hereafter  our  people,  though  of  se- 
parate nations,  acknowledging  a  common  origin  and 
history,  speaking  the  same  language,  alike  boasting 
constitutional  liberty,  regulated  by  law,  and  inti- 
mately associated  in  commerce  and  the  arts,  may 
start  forward  in  a  new  career  of  intercourse,  with- 
out apprehension  from  any  ancient  cause  of  prejudice 
or  ill-will.  No  one,  I  assure  you,  more  fervently 
hopes  that  the  future  may  remain  as  free  from  any 
cause  of  disagreement." 

JV.  Brown,  Esq.,  M.  P.,  for  Soiith  Lancashire,  son 
of  the  late  Skxandsr  Brown,  Esq.,  of  Baltimore.     The 
American   minister,  Mr.  McLane,  v/as  the  guest  of 
Mr.  Brown,  at  his  elegant  villa,  Kichmond  Hill,  near 
Liverpool,    and    was    entertained    there    until    tha 
election  for  South  Lancashire.  The  last  named  event 
took   place   on  the  morning  of  the  21st  inst.,  when, 
there  being  no  opposition,  Mr.  Brown  was  returned 
j  as  member  for  this  division  of  the  country. 
.    This  high  dignity  has  been  earned  by  Mr.  Brown's 
I  integrity  as  a  merchant  and  respectability  as  a  man. 
j  Our  Western  readers  know  enough  of  English  poli- 
I  tics  to  be  aware  that  a  seat  for  a  county  is  an  honor 
I  to    which  few  but  those  of  aristocratic  connexions 
and   great   social  standing  can  aspire.     The  county 
constituency    has  hitherto  been  regaided  as  belong- 
ing exclusively  to  the  great  aristocratic  families 

South  Lancashire,  whether  as  regards  wealth,  or  in- 
fluence, or  numbers,  or  talent,  is  at  the  head  of  the 
English  counties.  Even  West  Yorkshire  pales  be- 
fore its  giant  greatness.  Of  this  great  division  Mr. 
Brown  is  now  the  representative,  and  the  dignity  is 
no  less  creditable  to  those  who  conferred  than  to 
him  who  has  earned  it. 

With  the  exception  of  the  United  States,  there  is 
not  a  country  in  the  worid,  with  "ample  room  and 
verge  enough,"  except  England,  to  create  such  a 
man  as  Mr.  Brown.  He  is  typical  of  a  great  fact— 
the  living  embodied  representative  of  the  unparalled 
progression  of  the  two  countries  we  have  named. 
He  exhibits  by  his  success  in  life — by  the  splendor  of 

his  fortune  and  the  unsought  dignity  of  his  honors 

that  commerce  does  more  than  the  sword — carves  its 
way  to  greatness  without  the  infliction  of  a  pang, 
w'ithout  injury  to  a  human  creature.  Such  a  career 
disarms  jealousy.  Jt  does  more,  it  scatters  content 
and  happiness  around  with  a  prodigal  hand. 

The  New  Mi.mstky  an-d  the  Si'oar  Doties  In 
ihe  house  ol  commons.  Lord  John  Russell  brought  for. 
ward  bis  promised  measure  in  relaiion  to  the  sugar  du- 
ties—the  measure  which,  it  is  generally  supposed,  is  to 
determine  whether  he  can  cairy  on  the  government 
without  resorting  to  a  dissolution  of  parliament  and  a 
new  election.  In  the  opening  of  his  speech  he  made 
skiltui  use  ot  two  great  facts— the  imporlatinn  of  coiioa 
Ironi  the  Uniied  Siaies  and  the  admission  of  sufar  from 
certain  slave-holding  countries  under  treaties  co'ntaiMing 
the  most  favored  nation  clause— showing  that  by  these 
facts  the  anti-slavery  principle,  which  lies  at  ihe  loiinda. 
tifii  ol  the  discriniinahiig  duties  on  sugar,  was  brolieii 
and  virtually  nullified. 

Lord  John  Russell's  plan  is  simple  enough.  The  pre- 
sent duly  on  slave  grown  sugar  is  63  shillings;  on  foreion 
free  grown  23  shillings  and  -1  pence;  he  proposes  ihat 
the  duty  on  all  foreign  sugar,  whether  slave  or  free 
grown,  shall  be  on  n  diminishing  scale,  as  follows: 
From  Sih  July,  1846,  10  oili  July,  1347  21s  Od 

Olh  July,  1817,  to  5ih  July,  1848  2l)s  Od 

5ih  July,  1843,  to  5th  July,  1843  ISs  6d 

Sih  July,  1849,  to  5th  July,  ]S50  I7s  Od 

5th  July,  1850,  to  5th  July,  1851  I.53  Cd 

And  from  the  5ih  July,  ISol,  a  similar  duly  of  Hs  to  be 
applied  10  all  mu.scovado  sugars;  that  is,  tliat  in  the 
course  of  live  years  there  be  an  equah-zatioii  of  iliese  Ju- 
nes. 

This  is  on  muscovado  sugars  only.  Si.nilar  reductions 
are  10  take  place  on  refined  sugars  and  molasses. 

Sir  Robert  Feel  was  in  the  house,  but  took  no  part  in 
the  debate,  except  by  asking  a  fe.v  questions.  It  was 
noted  that  he  took  the  seat  usually  occupied  by  the  lead- 
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er  of  the  opposition,  and  which  had  been  occupied,  since 
his  resignation,  by  Sir  James  Graham. 

Sir  Geo.  Beniick,  the  leader  of  the  proleciionisls, 
avowed  opposition  to  the  measure,  declarini;  th-it  he  and 
his  friends  would  consent  neither  to  the  ndmi-sion  of 
slave  grown  sugar  nor  to  the  withdrawal  of  protection 
from  the  West  India  interests. 

It  will  be  seen  thnt  the  country  parly,  or  protectionists, 
have  declared  oppositio'i  to  the  Russell  ministry  on  the 
sugar  question.  The  West  India  interest  will  also  op 
pose,  of  course;  and  the  anti  slavery  pnrty  will  put  forth 
their  mijihtiest  efforts,  as  indicated  liv  the  protest  of 
Messrs.  Sturge,  Clarkson,  Lushington,  Girney.  &.C.,  and 
the  notice  given  by  Lord  Brougha)vi.  The  Whiir  party 
proper  is  undoubtedly,  therefore,  in  a  minority  on  this 
question;  and  the  fate  of  the  ministry  is  in  the  hands  of 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  with  his  IIC  persoml  supporters  and 
adherents.  If  th-^y  go  with  Lord  John  Russell  his  mea- 
6uie  probably  will  be  carried;  if  they  go  against  him,  or 
absent  themselves  from  the  house,  the  new  sugar  bill 
will  probably  be  defeated,  and  parliament  will  be  dis- 
Solved. 

The  London  Standard,  by  the  way,  alTlnns  thnt  90  of 
Sir  Robert  Peel's  112  have  formfdly  renounced  him; 
but  we  do  not  see  in  what  form  this  renunciation  was 
made,  or  on  what  evidence  the  Standard  makes  its  as- 
sertion. 

FRANCE. 

The  elections  seemed  to  engross  the  entire  attention 
of  the  press  and  the  people  of  France. 

The  iiakvest.  Our  private  letters  e.vpress  surprise 
at  the  hi^ht  to  which  prices  arc  kept  up  in  the  various 
markets  in  Franc".  "From  every  quarter'' says  these 
letters,  "v.-e  hear  of  ilie  aJmiriible  qnnlity,  and  the  more 
than  ordinary  produce,  of  the  corn  crops  this  year.  In 
a  week  from  the  present  day  the  entire  of  the  harvest 
south  of  Paris,  (with  the  exception  of  oats  in  some  dis- 
tricts), will  have  been  cut,  saved  and  housed.  In  Pi- 
cardy  and  in  Normandy  the  rye  and  barley  are  all  safe, 
and  much  of  the  wheat  in  progress  of  reaping.  The 
potatoes  will  turn  out  well.  "The  vintage  promises  to  be 
the  finest  since  1811 ,  exceeding  in  quantiiy  that  of  1S34.'' 

Another  account  says  that — "Tlie  harvest  in  the  south 
of  France  is  making  some  progress,  but  the  result  docs 
not  seem  to  be  very  satisfactory.  The  extraordinary 
heat  of  the  temperature  in  June  and  July  has  caused  a 
notable  deficiency  in  the  crops." 

TuBicco.  The  quantiiy  of  tobacco  sold  in  France, 
under  the  royal  monopoly,  in  1S45,  was  17^  millions  of 
kilogrammes,  producing  107  milhons  of  francs,  (£-l,-i53,- 
.TOO  sterling.) 

The  Psyche  French  frigate  will  leave  Brest  shortly 
for  Mexico,  to  convey  thither  the  new  French  plenipo- 
tentiary. 

EAST  INDIES-AND  CHINA. 

Calcutta  dates  to  the  20th  June,  and  Canton  to  the 
24ih  May,  were  received  overland.  A  fearful  accident 
htid  occurred  during  a  hurricane  at  Loodianah,  on  the 
20th  of  May.  The  barracks  ihere  were  blown  down, 
and  84  men,  women  and  children  of  her  Majesty's  50th 
regiment  had  perished;  135  have  been  wounded,  and 
four  privates  are  missing.  The  ship  Bombay  Castle, 
capt.  Frazer,  was  toiallv  destroyed  by  hre  on  the  28ih 
of  May,  off  Saugur.  The  Calcutta  fSnglishmaii.  of  the 
Ist  June,  stales  that  the  21st  May  had  been  fixed  for 
the  surrender  of  Kangra.  The  place,  it  is  saiJ  will  be 
given  up  unconditionally. 

The  ship  Matilda  arrived  at  Liverpool  from  Slianghae, 
had  40,000  Chinese  bricks  on  board.  A  previous  im- 
poration  of  15,000  bricks  had  taken  place  a  few  days 
before. 

Madagascar.  Private  letters  received  at  Paris  give  a 
detailed  account  of  a  horrible  massacre  of  some  French 
and  English  at  Madagascar. 
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EXECnTlVE    JOURNAL. 
APPOINTMENTS  BT  THE   PRESIDENT. 

By  Olid  it>i(/i  the  advice  a:id  consent  of  the  Senate, 

Ralph  J.  Ingersoll,  of  Connecticut,  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Russia,  in  the 
place  of  Charles  S.  Todd,  recalled. 

Isaac  H.  Bronson,  judge  of  the  U.  States  district 
court  for  Florida. 

Joseph  WiUiams,  associate  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  in  Iowa,  his  former  commission  having  expired. 

Chandler  C.  Yonge,  United  States  attorney  for 
Floridy. 

Joseph  B.  Browne,  U.  S.  marshal!  for  Florida. 

llaiuaon  GiUet,  of  N,  York  register  of  the  treasury. 

Wm.  0.  Bouck,  of  N.  Y.  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
U.  States  at  the  city  of  N.  York. 

Wm.  Laval,  of  S.  Carolina,  assistant  treasurer  of 
the  U.  S.  at  Charleston. 

Henry  Hubbard,  of  N.  Hampshire,  assistant  treas- 
uer  of  the  U.  S.  at  Boston. 

George  Penn,  of  Missouri,  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
United  States  at  St.  Louis. 

Daniel  Burrov/s,  reappointed  surveyor  and  inspec- 
tor of  the  revenue  for  the  port  of  Middletowi),  in  the 
Slate  ofConnecticut. 


William  B.  Snowhook,  to  be  collector  of  the  ciis- 1  The  country  to  belong  to  the  icliole  people,  and  a  pa" 
'     ■■      •■  •  ■  ■        '■  -        ■>.'-     - '■—   tent  given  by  the  U.  States. 

The  treaty  of  1S3.5  to  be  carried  out  literally;  and 
in-as-much  as  the  Western  Cheiukees  were  not  pro 
vidcd  for  in  that  instrument,  llie  U.  Statas  now  agree 
to  indemnify  thim,  andp;\y  tliem  jnr  capita,  the  same 
as  the  Eastern  Clierokees. 

The  party  Who  made  the  treaty  of  1835  are  to  be 
indcnuiificd  for  certain  losses  sustained  by  them. 

All  improper  expenditures  out  of  the  Cherokee 
fund  arc  to  be  refunded;  certain  points  are  submitted 
to  the  liberality  of  the  Senate. 

The  President  of  the  U.  S.  approved  the  treaty  be- 
fore it  was  signed  by  theCommis-sionors  and  the  del- 
egations, and  submitted  it  to  the  Senate. 

The  treaty  it  is  believed  wxs  duly  ratified,  but  the 
bill  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  it  Ls 
deeply  to  be  regretted,  failed  at  the  very  last  stage, 
to  be  consumated  before  the  session  of  Congresi 
closed.  Kxceeding  great  harilship  will  be  experien- 
ced in  consequence. 
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toms  for  the  district,  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for 
the  port  of  Chicago,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

James  Hewson,  to  be  collector  of  tlie  customs  for 
the  district,  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  port 
of  Newark,  in  tlie  State  of  New  Jersey,  vice  Archer 
Gifford,  whose  commission  expired. 

Sii.As  A.  CoMsTocK,  to  bcnaval  officer  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  R.  Island,  vice  Mo- 
ses Richardson,  removed. 

Benjamin  B.  Leavett,  to  be  surveyor  and  inspec- 
tor of  the  revenue  for  the  port  of  Eastport,  in  the  State 
of  Maine,  vice  Micajah  Hawks,  removed. 

Elisha  Taylor,  to  be  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Detroit,  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  in  the  place  of  Robert  A.  l'''orsyth, 
appointed  paymaster  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States. 

Alfred  Marsiiali,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs 
for  the  district  and  inspector  of  tlic  revenue  for  the 
port  of  Belfast,  in  the  State  of  Maine  in  the  place  of 
Natlianiel  M.  Lovvney,  rejected. 

CONSULS. 

George  W.  Ellis,  of  Massachusetts,  for  Bombay, 
in  the  place  of  Q.  C.  Alexander,  resigned. 

John  W.  Mulligan,  of  N.  York,  for  Athens,  in  the 
place  of  G.  A.  Perdicaris,  resigned. 

Jorgen  A.  Flood,  of  Norway,  for  Porsgrund,  in 
Norway,  in  the  place  of  Jorgen  Flood,  resigned. 

Francies  W.  Cragin,  of  N.  Ilampsliire,  for  Para- 
maribo, in  S'orinam,  in  the  place  of  Levi  Bixby,  re- 
signed. 

'  William  Carroll,  for  the  Isle  of  France,  in  the 
place  of  Robert  P.  D.  Silver,  resigned. 

the  SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION. 

".Jii  act  to  establish  The  Smithsonian  Institution  fur  the 
increase  and  dij'usion  of  knowledge  among  nK'ii,"  ap- 
proved August  lOlh,  1846. 

Tlir,  BOARD   OF   REGENTS. 

According  to  Ilie  provisions  of  the  law,  a  board, 
consisting  of  fifteen  persons,  three  of  whom  are  ex- 
ofEoio,  three  are  senators  of  the  United  Stales,  ap- 
pointed by  the  president  of  the  senate,  three  mem- 
bers of  the  house  of  representatives,  appointed  by 

the  speaker  of  the  hou'c,  and  six  citizens  at  large,  j  tached  to  the  service.  Not  a  single  company,  and 
two  of  them  residents  of  Washington  and  members  j  very  few  of  the  men  had  accepted  the  alternative 
of  the  National  Institute.  |  oHered   to  them  by  the  department,   of  enlisting  for 

TI.3  appointments  having  been  made,  according  ;  twelve  months, 
lo  the  several  modes  prescribed,  are  as  follows;  j      A   number  of  fine  artillery  companies  arrived  at 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States.  the  Brazos  before  the  depailure  of  the  Euipresario. 

"The  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States.  Gen.   Smith,    with   the  3d  and  4lh  regiments  U.  S. 

The  Mavor  of  the  city  of  Washington.  ]  Infantry,   had  proceeded   to  Camaigo.     Brig.  Gen. 

Representative  Robert  Dale  Owen,  of  Indiana.  ■  Hamer   was  to  be  left  in  command   at  Matamoros 


The  brig  Empresario,  the  steamer  J^ew  roi/i-,  and 
Ihe  schooner  A'uiivi',  all  reached  New  Orleans  on 
the  Ist  from  Galveston  and  the  sent  of  war — bring- 
ing a  number  of  volunleers  that  had  been  discharged 
under  orders  from  govermnenl.  Among  the  passen- 
gers by  the  New  York  are  Col.  Morgjn,  Capt.  Hoi- 
ton,  and  Lieut.  Alvord,  of  the  U.  States  army:  Col. 
Naiks,  Adj.  Hunter,  Lieut.  Harris,  of  the  Andrew 
Jackson  regiment,  Louisiana  volunteers;  Col.  Dakin, 
Maj.  McCall,  Capls.  Fowles  and  Clark,  and  Lieut! 
Mace,  of  Dakin's  regiment;  and  Col.  Walton,  Lieut. 
Col.  Forno,  Maj.  Breedlove,  and  Dr.  Wilson,  of  the 
Washington. 

'1  he  Empresario  brought  back  Capt.  Desha's  com- 
pany of  Alabama  volunteers,  who  have  been  ordered 
to  New  Orleans,  to  be  mustered  out  of  the  service 
in  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  war  de- 
partment. Six  additional  companies  of  Alabama 
volunteers  and  the  St.  Louis  Legion  are  to  be  dis- 
banded. The  regiment  of  Cols.  Peyton  and  Fea- 
rston  arc  not  recognized  by  the  department  as  at- 


Representative  Wm.  J.  Hough,  of  N.  York 

Representative  Henry  W.  Hilliard,  of  Ala. 

RuFus  Choate,  of  Massachusetts. 

Gideon  Hawley,  of  New  York. 

Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania. 

William  C.  Preston,  of  South  Carolina. 

Alex.  Dallas  Baciie,  of  Washington. 

Joseph  G.  Totten,  " 

The  regents  are  required  by  the  law  to  meet  in 
the  eily  of  Washington  on  the  first  Monday  in  Sep- 
tember next,  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  appoint- 
ment. 

[We  have  not  yet  met  with  the  names  of  the  se- 
nators appointed  as  regents.] 

Indian   Journal. 


with  a  regiment  of  volunteers  and  a  supply  of  artil- 
lery to  garrison  the  ports.  Gov.  Henderson,  at  the 
last  accounts,  was  lying  dangerously  ill  at  .Matamo- 
ros, little  hope  was  entertained  of  his  recovery. 

The  propeller  Massachusetts  arrived  at  the  Brazos 
on  the  2Glh  ult.  The  brig  Crusoe  struck  on  Brazoa 
bar  in  going  over,  and  upon  making  the  landing  she 
unfortunately  sunk.  The  clerk  of  the  jVcw  York  re- 
ports that  he  saw  on  the  29lh  the  bark  Lnzan,  hence 
for  Brazos  Santiago,  ashore  ten  miles  to  the  east  of 

the  Brazos.     The  troops  on  board  were  all  saved. 

Her  cargo  consisted  of  government  stores  which 
were  all  saved;  the  vessel  was  a  total  loss. 

Nothing  was  known  of  the  movements  of  the 
MexicLin  forces.  Letters  from  the  city  of  Mexico 
stated  that  Paredes  was  to  leave  the  capital  to  join 
Treaty  idlh  the  Poltowatamies.  A  treaty  with  the  '  the  army  on  the  29th  ult. 
Pottowatamio  Indians  is  published  in  the  Washington  '  The  following  paragraphs  are  from  the  .iinencan 
Union  of  Thursday  evening.     By  this  treaty  the  pos-  [  -""S  ""''  Matamoros  Reveille. 

sessory  right  of  the  Pottowatamies  to  some  six-miliions  j  Murder.— A  dragoon  by  the  name  of  McCormicIf, 
of  acres  of  land  is  extinguished — five  millions  of  valu-  belonging  to  D  company,  2d  dragoons,  was  shot  on 
able  land  lying  between  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi, '  Wednesday  afternoon,  by  .Matthew  Ryan,  and  died 
westof  the  State  of  Iowa  and   north  of  the  State  of   immediately.     The  green-eyed   monster  is  said   lo 


Missouri,  and  one  million  of  acres  on  the  Osage  river 
west  of  the  latter  State.  The  State  of  Iowa  will  by 
this  treaty  gain  a  front  on  the  Missouri  river  of  several 
h.undred  miles,  and  that  State  and  the  U.  States  ob- 
tain possession  of  five  millions  of  fruitful  and  saleable 


have  been  the  cause.     Ryan  has  sloped. 

Another. — A  man  was  on  Thursday  found  dead, 
about  three  miles  up  the  river;  supposed  to  be  a  non- 
commissioned officer  of  some  volunteer  company. 

A  genlleman  arrived  in  town  yesterday  from  IVIon- 


laiid,  towards   which  a  larg   emigration  has    already  ,  clova,  direct,  and  in  a  rcmaikably  short  time,  pass- 
been  directed,  '"S  through  Candalo,   Piascala,  Villa,  Allama,  Sabi- 

]  nas,  Alter,  Lamargo,  and  Rcynosa,   and  slates  that 

„,      ,      .  rr.,     i-.         •    •  ■  .    1  *    i  every  thing  was  perfectly  quiet  on  the  route,  and  that 

Cherokee  treaty  The  Commissioners  appointed  to  ^^^  ^  I  ^^^  expecting  the  appioach  of  our  ar  y 
mvestigate  the  Cherokee  dilhculties  have  closed  their  ,  ^^^  \^J^^^  „„  the  road  that  there  had  been  uo  fur- 
labois,  and  the  three  delegations  signed  a  treaty  on  ^^^^  arrival  of  troops  at  Monterey 
Thursday  for  the  adjustment  of  the  djfficultes  among  ^^  M^^elova  letters  had  been  received  stating  that 
themselves,  and  the  settlement  of  all  their  affairs  with  .  j,^^^j„  ,,3j  3,  ,.i,ed  at  San  Louis  Potosi  at  the  head 
the  U.  States,  tlie  terms  of  which  are  as  follow:  ^f  9000  men,    but  having   received   despatches,   by 

A  general  amnesty  between  all  parties,  and  refugees  express,  countermarched  his  command,  and  proceed- 
invited  earnestly  to  return  to  their  country.  The  arm-  ed  to  retrace  his  steps  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  The 
ed  police  to  be  disbanded,  &c.  Law«  to  be  enacted  reason  of  this  sudden  bout-face  is  only  to  be  allri- 
for  the  eqjial  firojeclign  of  all.  j  buled  to  some  frommc'wntnio  at  the  capital. 
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A  new  company  has  been  formed  for  the  prolec- 
lion  of  the  country  boriiering  on  the  Nueces.  They 
leave  here  to-morrow  or  next  day  for  Corpus  Chris- 
ti.  A  large  pr.rlinp  of  the  men  comnrlsine;  this  ^nm. 
pany  were  all;ii Led  to  G';i|'lain  Beil'^  corpj  of  "Cur 
pus  Christi  Ranf^ers,"  lately  disbanded,  and  are  re- 
turning to  their  old  cruising  ground  to  hold  in  check 
the  C.imanche  Indians  and  marauding  Mexicans. — 
The  followm?  oft'icers  ha?e  been  chosen  by  the  com- 
pany: M.  B.  Gray,  captain;  Dewitt  Lyons,  lat  lieu- 
tenant; .lobn  Castleman,  2d  lieutenant;  W.  B.  Sayer, 
orderly  sergeant.  A  good  company  and  well  olS- 
cered. 

The  Washington  regiment  passed  here  on  the  21st 
instant,  on  board  of  the  steamer  J.  E  Roberts,  en  route 
for  New  Orleans.  Desha's  Mobile  volunteers  were 
on  the  same  boat,  returning  to  their  homes.  The 
Jackson  regiment  follows  down  to-day  or  to-mor- 
row, and  New  Orleans  and  IMchile  must  be  prepar- 
ed to  welcome  the  return  of  their  brave  citizen  sol- 
diers. Alihough  they  return  without  having  en- 
countered their  country's  foe  in  battle,  still  they  are 
deserving  all  the  honors  which  would  have  greeted 
them  had  they  returned  the  victors  of  many  a  hard 
fought  field.  They  have  endured  al!  the  hardships 
of  a  campaign,  and  had  there  been  an  enemy  to  op- 
pose them,  honor  and  glory  would  have  been  vvon 
equal  to  that  which  crowns  the  heroes  of  Palo  Alto 
and  Reseca  de  la  Palma. 

The  health  of  Matamoros  is  good.  The  news 
from  the  interior  of  Texas  is  devoid  of  interest. — 
The  Indians  about  Austin,  are  al  their  old  game  of 
horse  stealing. 

The  beach,  some  forty  miles  east  of  Galveston, 
was  covered  with  fragments  of  a  wreck,  supposed  to 
be  a  steamer  driven  ashore  on  her  way  from  New 
Orleans  to  the  Rio  Grande.  Nothmg  was  discover- 
ed Indicating  the  name  of  the  boat,  or  the  fate  of 
those  on  board. 

The  pilot  boat  Jilack  Hawk  was  lost  a  few  days 
since  while  attempting  to  relieve  a  vessel  which  had 
been  out  several  days  and  unable  to  enter  the  port 
of  Galveston.  A  negro  man  on  board  the  pilot  boat 
was  drowned. 

The  shooner  Virginia  left  Biazos  St.  lago  the  13th 
tlltimo,  for  New  Orleans,  but  was  compelled  by 
strong  easterly  winds,  to  put  into  Galveston.  The 
schooner  Vesla  which  left  Galveston,  with  Captain 
Sheffield  and  20  or  30  volunteers,  returned  on  the 
24lh  ultimo,  without  having  been  able  to  reach  Bra- 
20j  St.  lago.  The  ship  Seir,  which  left  the  Brazos 
on  the  20ih  for  New  Orleans,  went  ashore  at  Aran- 
sas Pass  Ihat  night.  She  was  got  off  without  much 
injury  and  reached  Galveston  on  the  29th.  On  board 
the  Sea  were  Capt.  Knowltou,  of  the  first  U.  S.  ar- 
tillery, who,  together  with  six  or  eight  volunteers 
and  two  regular  soldiers,  (discharged  on  account  of 
bad  health,)  came  passengers  on  the  Sarah.  Capt. 
Knowlton  has  been  ordered  to  Boston  to  raise  a  com- 
pany of  artillery  in  accordance  with  the  recent  law 
requiring  the  companies  to  be  increased  from  Ij3  (or 
oftener  a  much  smaller  number  to  which  they  have 
been  reduced)  to  100  men.  Officers  have  also  been 
Bent  on  the  same  recruiting  service  from  every  regi- 
ment in  the  array. 

Two  full  regiments  of  Texas  cavalry  are  now  or- 
ganized— the  lirst  under  Col.  Hays,  the  second  under 
Col.  Wood.  One  regiment  of  infantry  is  fully  orga- 
nized— the  three  making  about  2,000  men. 

THE  ARMY  OF  OCCUPATION. 

■  VOLUNTEERS   DISBANDED. 

General  orders  J\'b.  01.] 

tjEADQU.\RTERS — ArmV  OF  OCCUPATION, 

.Malamoros,  July  21,  1846. 

It  having  been  decided  by  the  war  department  Ihat 
the  Louisiana  volunteers  composing  Gen.  Smith's 
brigade,  the  St.  Luuis  Legion,  and  llio  three  compa- 
nies from  Alabama  under  Capls.  Desha,  Piatt,  and 
Elmore,  cannot  be  legally  retained  beyond  the  peri- 
od of  three  months,  and  a  large  number  of  thorn  hav- 
ing expressed  a  wish  for  their  discharge,  they  will 
be  furnished  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  the  transpor- 
tation to  New  Orleans,  and  will  there  be  inuslercd 
out  of  service  hy  Capt.  MtCall,  4lh  infantry,  who  is 
specially  detailed  (or  that  duly. 

It  having  been  decided  by  the  war  department 
that  the  regiments  of  Louisiana  volunteers,  com- 
manded by  Cols.  Peyton  and  FeathcrsloK,  and  the 
bBltalii'n  from  Alabama,  under  Lieut.  Cul.  Raiford, 
are  )hj(  tii  servict:  muler  ciiiij  ejiiiing  liiw,  they  will', 
agreeably  to  instructions  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
be  transported  to  New  Orleans,  and  then  bo  muster- 
ed out  ol  service  as  above. 

The  volunteer  troops  ubovc  indicated  will  take 
their  arms  and  acooutrement^,  knapsacks  and  havcr- 
tBcks  111  New  Orleans,  where  they  will  be  turned 
over  to  the  proper  deparlmnnt.  Tlicir  camp  equip. 
page  of  every  kind  will  be  turned  over  to  the  quar- 
vcnuaslcr  at  Brazos  Island  as  ihej  cmbaik. 


The  regiment  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Smith  |  uated  to  the  climate — in  short,  when  they  have  been 
will  be  prepared  for  embarkation  in  such  order  as  he  i  converted,  by  constant  drilling,  from  raw  militia  into 
may  prescribe.  The  other  regiments  will  embark  i  disciplined  soldiers.  A  more  conclusive  evidence  of 
after  G>-n.  Smith's  command,  and  in  the  Older  they  j  the  unskillfulness  and  ignorance  of  Secretary  Marcy 
joined  the  army.  ,  need  not  be  demanded. 

At    the   same   time,    the  department  of  war  has  I       It  is  true  that  the  alternative  was  proffered  to  the 


found  itself  under  the  necessity  of  ordering  the  d 
charge  of  the  above  regiments  and  companies,  it 
makes  provision  for  the  retention  of  such  as  may  be 
willing  to  serve  for  twelve  months,  or  during  the 
war.  Under  the  act  of  May  13lh,  184G,  any  comp-i- 
nies  or  battalions  that  may  offer  for  such  period  will 
be  received  by  the  commanding  general  and  duly 
mustered  into  service.  The  organization  of  a  com- 
pany will  be  1  captain,  1  first  lieutenant,  1  second 
lieutenant,  4  sergeants,  4  corporals,  2  musicians,  and 
a  number  of  privates  not  less  than  64  men,  or  more 
than  80. 

Individual  volunteers  who  may  desire  to  remain 
with  the  army  for  employment  in  the  quartermas- 
ter's department,  or  elsewhere,  will  be  permilled  to 
do  so,  being  mustered  absent  when  tlie  rolls  are 
made  up  in  New  Orleans. 

In  thus  executing  the  orders  of  the  war  depart- 
ment to  discharge  a  large  number  of  patriotic  vol- 
unteers, the  commanding  general  would  do  violence 
to  his  feelings  were  he  to  omit  the  expression  of  re- 
gret that  these  brave  men  have  been  disappointed  in 
their  wish  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  must  now  under 
an  inevitable  necessity  be  discharged  from  the  ser- 
vice. The  general  cannot  forget  thai  with  an  enthu- 
siasm seldom  exhibited  in  any  country,  they  were 
ihe  first  to  flock  to  his  standard  when  he  was  me- 
naced with  a  superior  force.     That  with  a  generous 


.,„,.,.u  ,.,,,.  a  aut.c,.u,  luiiic.      I  nui  wiui  a  generous    ^^  jj^g  gj  jj,^(    ^^        "There 
fjf,';!,^.''V°''j'''::''!L?.:!!'i'_'l^''^'j!6.^^'.lP'''™.".H*fr       Baltimo;;   in  the   battle   ot  Palo  Alt.:  the  gal- 


ntertsts  to  aid   in   sustaining  the  reputation  of  the 
American  arms. 

The  prompt  and  gallant  movement  to  the  seat  of 
war  will  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance  by  their 
comrades  in  the  regular  service.  The  commanding 
general  wishes  them  a  safe  voyage  and  happy  return 
to  their  families  and  friends. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Tati.or: 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS,  Ass't  Adj't  Gen. 

In  relation  to  the  course  pursued  by  the  depart- 
ment of  war  in  this  case,  the  Louisiana  journals  of 
both  parties  are  rather  indignant. 

The  New  Orleans  Courier,  (a  leading  administra- 
tion journal,)  says — "Under  whatever  aspect  we  re- 
gard the  execution  of  this  order  form  the  government 
at  Washington,  it  presents  no  circumstance  whatev- 
er to  justify  the  disbanding  of  our  volunteers.  If 
this  measure  be  not  a  violation  of  a  solemn  and  invi- 
olable contract,  it  does  not  the  less  reveal  an  absence 
of  judgment  on  the  part  of  the  department,  and  a 
lack  of  consideration  and  courtesy  towards  a  state 
which  was  the  first  to  present  itself  upon  the  field  of 
battle  and  to  affront  the  danger  of  an  implacable  war, 
for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  rights  of  the 
entire  nation." 

The  New  Orleans  Bee,  (whig,)  of  Ihe  3d  instant, 
says — "The  disbanding  of  the  Louisiana  volunteers, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  monlhs  service,  because 
they  do  not  thing  proper  to  surrender  themselves  to 
the  fitful  caprices  of  the  war  department,  is  one  of 
those  acts  of  high  handed  injustice  which  will  pro 
voke  the  indignation  rf  every  man  in  the  communi 
ty,  and  which  has  already,  in  defiance  of  the  re 
strainls  of  sarly,  drawn  down  unmingled  censure  up- 
on the  incompetent  functionary  from  wlicm  the  or- 
der emjuated. 

A  rich  and  noble  recompense,  truly,  have  the  pa- 
triotic sons  of  Louisiana  received  by  their  prompt 
alacrity  and  ardent  zeal  in  rushing  to  the  defence  of 
the  frontier  at  the  very  first  call  of  the  ruunliy,  and 
before  the  intelligence  of  the  outbreak  reached  tli 


volunteers  of  renewing  their  term  of  service  for 
twelve  months,  or  of  being  packed  home.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  greater  number  of  them 
would  have  been  perfectly  willing  to  enlist  six 
months  longer,  or  till  the  end  of  the  war,  an  the  ex- 
piration of  Ihe  original  lime.  We  say  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  this,  because  we  have  heard  the  declara- 
tion repeatedly  made  by  very  many  of  these  brave 
men  who  have  returned.  But  disgusted  and  disap- 
pointed at  the  recepiion  of  an  order  that  proves  the 
little  faith  observed  towards  them  by  the  authorities 
at  Washington,  they  disdained  to  continue  a  service 
so  utterly  thankless,  and  which  was  repaid  by  such 
signal  ingratitude.  Foremost  in  flying  to  the  rescue, 
first  in  their  devotion  to  the  country,  they  asked  no- 
thing but  the  simple  boon  of  an  observance  of  the 
contract.  This  was  denied  them,  and  they  were  dis- 
missed—the victims  of  broken  faith  and  reckless  in- 
justice. In  a  few  days  Louisiana  will  be  without 
representatives  at  the  theatre  of  war.  The  earliest 
in  the  field,  she  has  been  compelled,  by  the  wretched 
policy  of  the  war  department,  to  be  the  first  to  with- 
draw her  legions.  What  a  guerdon  for  her  patriot- 
ism, her  sacrifices  and  her  zeal!" 


INCIDENTS  OF  THE  BATTLE  FIELD. 

The  Maryland  Line.     A   letter  from  Point  Isabel 


four  gentlemen 


lant  and  ill-fated  Ringgold,  who  fell  at  the  close  of  a 
long  fight,  in  which  he  did  incalculable  injury  to  the 
enemy:  C.ipt.  Magruder,  who,  when  the  iMexiean 
army  charged  upon  the  square  of  the  artillery  batta- 
lion, then  unsupported  by  any  other  battalion,  seized 
a  musket  whicn  had  fallen  from  the  hands  of  a  man 
killed  near  him,  and  fighting  with  the  soldiers  in  the 
ranks,  assisted  in  repelling  the  charge:  Lieut.  Ran- 
dolph Ridgely,  who,  commanding  two  pieces,  dash- 
ed to  the  assistance  of  tlie  fiflh  infantry  in  square, 
when  charged  by  the  Mexican  Red  Lancers,  and  in 
the  most  gallant  manner  assisted  that  regiment  in 
repulsing  it;  and  lastly,  Mr.  Lloyd  Tilgman,  a  gen- 
tleman amateur,  who  graduated  at  West  Point  and 
resigned;  but  who,  upon  this  occasion,  reconnoitered 
the  enemy's  whole  line  before  tlie  battle,  and,  as  a 
volunteer  aid  to  Gen.  Taylor,  exposed  his  person 
every  v\  here,  and  was  always  in  the  hottest  part  of 
the  field." 


The  boxing  Irishman.  After  the  fight  of  the  9tli 
became  general,  a  private,  an  Irishman,  found  a 
bunch  of  chaparral  between  himself  and  a  strapping 
Mexican.  The  Mexican  raised  his  piece,  and  tak- 
ing deliberate  aim,  pulled  trigger,  the  piece  did  not 
go  off,  the  .Mexican  again  raised  his  musket  and 
snapped  it,  Paddy  all  the  tinie  looking  cooly  on;  at 
the  second  failure  to  discharge  his  piece,  ihe  Mexi- 
can in  a  delirium  of  wrath,  threw  his  musket  away 
and  went  through  various  gyrations  of  despair. — 
Paddy  mistaken  these  eccentricities  for  a  challenge 
for  a  fight,  threw  away  his  musket,  and  placing  him- 
self in  an  altitude  that  would  have  delighted  deaf 
Burk,  sang  out,  "oh,  by  the  powers,  you  will  not 
find  me  amiss  with  the  fists  if  that's  yer  game." — 
Lieut. ,  who  was  observing  this  singular  exhi- 
bition of  coolmss  and  chivalry,  ordered  the  soldier 
to  lake  up  his  proper  weapon,  and  send  the  INlexican 
to  his  long  home,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

[.v.  Orleans  Tropic. 

TriE  veteran  of  Napoleon.     As  Churchill's  bat- 


federal  authorities.  After  enlisting  for  six  months,  j  talion  of  artillery  were  advancing  to  take  their  po. 
in  conformity  to  the  requisition  ol  General  Taylor;  I  sition  in  the  second  iinc  of  battalion  on  the  Slh,  a 
after  broiling  in  stagnant  inaction  for  three  months  j  private  in  the  4th  regiment  was  come  up  to,  who  lay 


beneath  the  tropical  sun  of  Mexico;  after  attaining 
during  this  period,  a  high  and  eflicicnt  state  of  mili- 
tary discipline— just  as  the  moment  arrives  for  ac- 
tive service;  just  as  the  campaign  is  opened,  and 
bustle  and  energy  exchanged  for  listless  tedium, 
these  gallant  and  devoted  men  are  astounded  by  an 
order  from  the  puissant,  magnanimous  and  heroic 
secretary  of  war,  requiring  them  to  enrol  tor  twelve 
months,  or  to  disband.  The  viMual  contract  of  the 
governinenl;  its  direct  pledge,  (endered  through  the 
requisition  of  the  commanding  general  and  accepted 
by  every  vcdunteer  from  Louisiana,  is  violated  wilh 
the  most  shanielul  and  heartless  indifrerence. 

Not  only  does  the  conduct  of  the  war  department 
exhicit  revidiing  injustice,  but  bungling  and  blunder- 
ing incapacily.     Tne  Tolnntccrs  are  discharged  pre- 


upon  the  battle  field  with  both  his  legs  shot  ofl'.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  that  loll  after  the  cannonade 
commenced,  and  was  a  veteran  in  Napoleon's  wars. 
After  having  escaped  in  the  terrible  conflicts  of  Au- 
strelilz  and  Wagiam,  and  in  the  retreat  from  Mos- 
cow, and  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  he  lived  to  fall  on 
the  Palo  Alto,  by  a  cannon  shot  from  a  Mexican  bat- 
tery. As  his  fellow  soldiers  passed  him  and  noticed 
at  every  pulsation  of  his  licarl,  that  the  blood  flow- 
ed from  his  wounds,  they  stopped  an  instant  to  sym- 
pathise with  him,  the  noble  hearted  fellow,  as  his 
eyes  were  glazing  in  death,  waved  them  on,  and 
wilh  his  list  breath,  said,  "Go  comrades,  1  have  on- 
ly got  what  a  soldier  enlists  for." 

A   private,  on  the   9lh,  who   had  followed  Lieut. 
Dobbins  through  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  raised  his 


ciscly  at  the  time  when  they  have  learned  enough  of  |  niusUet  at  a  Mcxiran,  and  would  liaVo  blown  him 
military  tactics  to  prove  essentially  useful;  when  i  through  if  the  poor  fellow  had  not  most  pclijusly 
ihey  have  become  seasoned  to  endurance,  and  habil- 1  cried  out  amigo,  amigo,  at  the  same   lime  droping 
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his  weapon;  the  private  did  the  same  and  advanced 
lowarJs  the  Mexican  to  take  him  prisoner,  tlic  Mex- 
ican then  perfiiJiotisly  raised  liis  piece  and  instantly 
killed  the  generous  American.  This  so  enraf^ed 
Lieut.  Dobbins,  that  he  drew  his  bowie  knife  and  at 
a  bound  reached  the  coward  and  literally'  split  his 
head  in  twain.  [lb. 

Post  office  at  Point  Isabel.  The  postmaster 
general  has  sanctioned,  the  appointment  ol^  Mr.  Hen- 
ry J.  Levy,  made  by  Mr.  Penn,  agent  for  the  post 
office  department  at  Point  babel.  A  commission 
for  Mr.  Levy  as  postmaster  may  be  expected  here 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

A  PRESENT    FOR     THE     SDBALTERNS.       The  citlZenS 

of  New  Orleans  have  proposed  to  rase  a  subscrip- 
tion, in  sums  of  ten  cents  each,  or  any  sum  over 
that,  voluntarily  given,  for  the  purpose  of  procur- 
ing a  suitable  present  for  each  of  the  following  non- 
commissioned officers,  of  whose  bravery  honorable 
mention  is  made  by  their  commandingofficer  in  their 
oQicial  reports,  of  the  battle  of  Resaca  de  la  Palmal 
Corporal  O'Sullivan,  Sergeant  Major  Maioney,  Ser- 
geant McCabe,  and  Corporal  Farrel. 

M.^joR  E.  KiRBY.  Among  the  distinguished  offi- 
cers of  the  army  that  embarked  on  board  the  steam- 
ship Alabama,  on  Saturday  evening  bound  for  the 
seat  of  \\  ar,  wc  noticed  Alajor  K.  Kirby,  of  the  re- 
gular army.  Major  Kirby,  has  rendered  his  country 
much  service  in  his  time,  having  served  in  the  last 
war,  and  in  the  Black  Hawk  and  Florida  campaigns. 
He  belongs  to  the  Cincirmatus  school  of  soldiers;  for 
when  his  country  needs  not  his  services  in  the  field, 
he  may  be  found  tilling  the  soil  on  his  farm  near 
Brownsville,  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  formerly  the 
residence  of  his  distinguished  father-in-law,  the  late 
Major  Gen.  Jacob  13rown.  It  was  the  good  fortune 
of  the  \(Miter  of  this  to  meet  Major  K.  last  Septem- 
ber, at  the  exhibition  of  the  New  York  State  A.;ri- 
cultural  Society,  at  Ulica,  and  well  could  he  de- 
scant upon  the  beautit-s  of  a  Durham,  a  Devon,  and 
a  Hereford.  Major  K.  has  gone  out  as  paymaster 
general,  and  took  with  him  §100,000  for  the  pay  of 
soldiers — and  it  may  be  safely  ventured  that  he  is 
shipper  of  Mexican  dollars  to  Mexico. 

[,V.   Orleans  Tropic. 

The  Heroine  of  Fort  Brown,  The  N.  Orleans 
Picaywie  has  a  letter  from  Matamoros  which  fur- 
nishes some  interesting  particulars  respecting  the 
heroine  of  Fort  Brown,  who  is  generally  known  in 
Ihe  army  of  the  south  as  "The  Great  Western." — 
The  writer  sa>s: — 

"She  was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  public 
in  a  few  remarks  by  Lieut.  Bragg,  at  the  collation 
given  by  the  army  to  the  Louisiana  dele;;ation  at 
Gen.  Arista's  headquarters  in  Matamoros.  He  men- 
tioned her  ga/Zciiif  conduct  and  noble  bearing  during 
the  whole  of  the  bombardment.  A  few  of  the  in- 
cidents of  the  life  of  this  extraordinary  woman, 
which  I  have  been  able  to  pick  up  in  camp,  will  be 
read  with  some  interest;  they  prove  that  the  sex  has 
not  been  unrepresented  in  the  soul-stirring  and 
bloody  scenes  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  Great  Western  belongs  to  a  class  known  and 
recognized  in  the  organization  of  the  army  as 
"Laundresses,"  three  of  whom  are  allowed  to  draw 
rations  in  each  company,  and  are  required  to  wasli 
for  the  soldiers  thereof,  at  a  price  regulated  by  a 
council  if  olii^crs.  She  arrived  at  Corpus  Christi 
last  autumn  with  the  7th  infantry,  to  one  of  the  com- 
panies of  which  her  husband  was  attached.  Up  to 
the  time  the  army  marched  for  the  Rio  Grande,  she 
performed  all  her  appropriate  duties,  and  in  addi- 
tion, kept  a  "mess"  for  the  young  officers  of  the  re- 
giment. 

When  the  army  took  up  its  line  of  march  for  the 
Rio  Grande,  the  women,  with  a  few  rare  excep- 
tions, were  left  behind  to  come  by  sea.  A  very  few 
procured  ponies  and  followed  their  husbands  on  their 
tedious  and  arduous  march.  Not  so  with  "Tlie  Great 
Western.''  Her  husband  was  sent  by  water,  whether 
on  duty  or  for  disability  1  am  unable  to  learn;  but  she, 
true  to  her  character,  declaring  that  "the  boys" 
(young  oflioers  of  her  mess)  "must  have  somebody 
lo  take  care  of  them,"  purchased  a  mule  and  cart, 
packed  lier  luggage,  cooking  utensils,  and  supplies, 
mounted  behind  her  donkey,  with  whip  in  hand,  and 
displayed  upon  the  whole  route  qualities  ami  attain- 
ments which  the  best  teamster  in  the  train  might 
have  envied.  During  the  whole  journey  she  kept 
up  the  "mess,"  a  relief  from  the  burdens  of  which 
IS  the  greatest  boon  to  an  officer  on  the  march.  The 
brigade  to  which  she  was  attactted  arrived  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Sal  Colorado  as  Gen.  Pay  lor  was  pre- 
paring to  cross  with  the  dragoons  and  the  1st  brigade 
of  infantry.  The  Mexicans  upon  the  opposite  bank 
were  making  great  demonstrations  by  blowing  bu- 


gles, &c.,  &e.  After  calmly  surveying  the  scene  from  I 
her  cart,  she  remarked,  with  great  coolness  and  de- 1 
termination,  that  "if  the  general  would  give  her  a 
good  strong  prur  of  tongs,  she  would  wni/e  that  river, 
and  whip  every  scoundrel  that  dare  show  himself!" 
It  may  be  imagined  that  the  j.ieii  were  not  backward 
in  crossing  after  that. 

When  Gen.  Taylor  inarched  lo  Point  Isabel  with 
his  army,  on  the  1st  May,  the  7th  infantry,  and  of 
course.  The  Great  Western,  remained  to  garrison 
Fort  Brown.  How  that  noble  regiment  and  the  two 
companies  of  artillery  left  in  this  work  sustained 
themselves,  is  already  known,  but  nothing  will  more 
gratify  them  than  lo  have  justice  done  their  gallant 
heroine,  of  whom  they  speak  in  the  warmest  terms.  [ 
She,  with  all  the  other  women  left  behind,  some! 
eight  or  ten,  moved  into  the  fori,  where  her  mess 
was  soon  put  in  operation,  the  position  of  her  tent 
and  lire  being  near  the  centre  of  the  fort.  The  ene- 
my's fire  opened  on  the  3d,  just  as  she  was  com- 
menceing  her  arrangements  for  the"boys"  breakfast. 
Every  security  that  could  possibly  be  provided  was 
offered  to  the  women,  to  whom  the  gallant  soldier  al- 
ways gives  his  first  attention.  The  magazines  were 
the  only  "bomb  proofs"  in  the  fort,  and  as  the  go- 
vernment had  sent  no  amuninition  to  fill  them,  the 
next  most  inflammable  material — the  women — found 
perfect  security  in  them.  These  women,  however, 
be  It  said  to  the  honor  of  the  sex,  were  not  idle. — 
-Most  nobly  did  they  ply  the  needle  in  preparing 
sand  bags  out  of  the  oflii-ers'  and  soldiers'  tents, 
wherewith  to  strengthen  the  work,  and  protect  the 
artillerymen  when  serving  their  guns.  The  Great 
Western,  true  to  herself  again,  declined  participat- 
ing in  this  protection  of  sewing,  and  continued  her 
labors  at  the  fire,  in  the  open  air.  From  the  firing 
of  the  first  gun  all  hands  were  at  their  posts,  Lowd's 
and  Bragg's  artillery  speaking  in  tones  of  thunder 
the  indignation  they  felt  at  being  thus  saluted  on  a 
bright  May  morining. 

When  the  hour  arrived  for  breakfast,  but  few  ex- 
pected the  luxury  which  awaited  them.  The  mesa 
was  as  well  attended  to  as  if  nothing  but  a  morning 
drill  with  blank  cartridges  had  come  ofT,  and  in  ad- 
dition a  large  supply  of  delicious  hot  coffije  was 
awaiting  the  thirsty,  who  had  but  to  call  and  par- 
take, without  distinction  of  rank.  To  some  of  the 
artillerymen,  who  were  unable  to  leave  their  guns, 
the  beverage  was  carried  by  this 'ministering  angel,' 
and,  as  may  readily  be  believed,  no  belle  of  Orleans, 
as  much  as  she  might  be  admired  and  beloved,  ever 
met  a  more  gracious  reception.  The  fire  of  the  ar- 
tillery was  kept  up  almost  incessantly  until  dinner 
hour — a  soldier's  dinner  hour  is  1  o'clock — when  the 
good  and  generous  woman  again  provided  for  those 
11  ho  were  almost  utterly  exhausted  and  worn  out,  a 
delicious  dish  of  bean  suttp — this  bean  soup  is  declar- 
ed by  the  Mexicans  lo  be  the  foundation  of  that  in- 
vineible  spirit  which  they  have  seen  so  strikingly  t\  is- 
played  by  the  Yankee  soldiers.  This  she  distribut- 
ed again,  without  money  and  without  price.  Thus 
did  she  continue  to  dischaige  her  duties  during  the 
strcii  days  that  the  enemy  kept  up  an  incessant  can- 
nonade and  bombardment.  She  was  ever  lo  be  found 
al  her  post;  her  meals  were  always  ready  at  the 
hour,  "and  always  of  the  best  the  market  aliorded." 

When  the  despatches  were  made  up  for  General 
Tiiylor  on  tiie  evening  of  the  4ih,  a  numb  r  of  offi- 
cers and  others  had  written  to  their  friends  at  Point 
Isabel,  and  among  them  "The  Great  Western"  had 
found  time  lo  cominunicate  with  her  husband;  and  I 
have  frequently  heard  it  said  by  those  v\- ho  saw  her 
letter,  for  it  was  loudly  called  for  and  made  public, 
that  her  description,  it  not  the  most  accurate,  was 
certainly  the  most  grapic  which  was  given  of  the 
events  of  the  3d  and  4Ui  May.  She  expressed  her 
full  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the  garrison  to  sus- 
tain itself,  and  only  regretted  the  absence  of  her 
husband.  To  supply  his  place,  however,  1  am  told 
that  she  applied, early  in  the  action,  for  a  musket  and 
ammunition,  which  she  received  and  put  in  a  secure 
place,  expressing  her  determination  to  have  full  sa- 
tisfaction whenever  the  enemy  should  dare  approach 
within  range  of  her  piece.  This  thej  never  did,  and 
our  heroine  must  rest  contented  with  the  reflection 
that  she  nobly  performeil  l.ir  own  duty,  and  will 
long  be  remembered  by  the  besieged  garrison  of 
Fort  Brown. 

She  is  probably  as  celebrated  for  her  personal  ap- 
pearance as  she  is  fur  her  deeds.  With  an  erect  and 
majestic  carriage,  she  glories  in  a  height — six  feet — 
which  fully  entitles  her  to  a  place  in  the  grenadier, 
any  soldier  of  which  might  well  envy  her  athletic 
but  graceful  form.  But  her  ?c;™in(ion,  the  dearest 
of  all  things  lo  a  woman,  is  what  she  pridts  herself 
on.  The  tongue  o'^  slander  has  never  yet  dared  to 
attack  her  v.cU  earned  and  well  sustained  cliarac- 
j  ter.  With  virtue  as  a  basis,  and  such  heroic  coducl 
I  to  build  with,  she  never  need  fear  the  necessity  of 
I  exercising  her  eslraordioary  physical  ability  in  de- 


fence of  that  reputation.  But  if  attacked,  th"  gal- 
lant defenders  of  Fort  Brown  will,  1  doubt  not,  be 
found  pressing  forward  in  her  di'fence,  and  woe  bo  to 
the  dastard  who  receives  a  discharge  of  artillery 
from  «ueh  gunners." 


THE  MEXICAN   NLtiOTlAl'lON,  OR  TWO 

M1LL10.\S  BILL. 

PRESIDENT'S    MESSAGE. 


relations     \VITII    MEXICO. 

To  the  senate  and  house  nf  representntires 

nf  the  United  States: 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  prujiriety  of  making 
an  appropriation  lo  provide  for  any  expenditure 
which  it  may  be  nioessary  to  make  in  advance  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  all  our  difTicultics  with  the 
republic  of  Mexico.  It  is  my  sincere  desire  to  ter- 
minate,  as  it  was  originally  my  desire  lo  avoid,  the 
existing  war  with  Mexico  by  a  peace  ju^t  and  hon- 
orable to  both  parties.  It  is  possible  that  the  chief 
obstacle  to  be  surmounted  in  accomplishin.;  this  de- 
sirable object  will  be  the  adjustment  of  a  boundary 
between  the  two  republics  which  shall  prove  satis- 
factory and  convenient  to  both,  and  such  as  neither 
uill  hereafter  be  inclined  lo  disturb. 

In  the  adjustment  of  this  boundary  wo  ought  to 
pay  a  fair  equivalent  for  any  consession  which  may 
be  made  by  Mexico.  Under  the  circumstances,  and 
considering  the  other  complicated  questions  to  be 
settled  by  negotiation  with  the  Mexican  republic,  I 
deem  it  imporlMnt  that  a  sum  of  money  should  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  executive,  lo  be 
advanced  to  that  government,  if  need  be,  immedi- 
ately afler  their  ratification  of  a  treaty.  It  might 
be  inconvenient  for  the  Mexican  government  lo  wait 
for  ihe  whole  sum,  Ihe  payment  of  which  may  be 
stipulated  by  this  treaty,  until  il  could  be  ratified  by 
our  senate,  and  an  appropriation  lo  carry  it  into  ef- 
fect made  by  congress.  Indeed  the  necessity  for  this 
delay  might  defeat  the  object  altogether.  The  dis- 
bursement of  this  money  would,  of  course,  be  ac- 
counled  for,  not  as  secret  service  money,  but  like 
other  expenditures. 

Two  precedents  exist  for  such  a  proceeding  in 
our  past  history.  Under  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  on  the  20ih  of  February,  1803,  an  act 
was  passed  appropriating  two  millions  of  dollars 
"for  the  purpose  of  defraying  extraordinary  ex- 
penses which  may  be  incurred  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  nations,"  "to  be  applied  under 
the  direction  of  the  president  of  the  United  Slates, 
who  shall  cause  an  account  of  the  expenditures 
thereof  to  be  laid  before  congress  as  soon  as  may 
be;"  and  on  the  13ih  of  February,  1807,  an  appro- 
prialion  was  made  for  the  same  amount  and  on  the 
same  terms. 

In  neither  case  was  the  money  actually  drawn 
from  the  treasury,  and  I  should  hope  that  the  result 
in  this  respect  migiit  be  similar,  although  llie  ap- 
propriation may  prove  to  be  indispensable  in  accom- 
plishing the  object.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend 
the  passage  of  a  law  appropriating  two  millions  of 
dollars,  to  be  pl.iced  at  the  disposal  of  the  execu- 
tive. In  order  to  prevent  all  misapprehension,  il  is 
my  duty  lo  slate,  that  as  anxious  as  1  am  to  termi- 
nate the  existing  war,  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
it  will  continue  to  be  prosecuted  with  the  utmost 
vigor  until  a  treaty  of  peace  shall  be  signed  by  the 
parties  and  ratified  by  the  Mexican  republic. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

IVashinglon,  8lk  ~lugusl,  1846. 

The  very  high  importance  of  the  measure  propos- 
ed in  this  case,  makes  it  a  duty  to  develope  as  far  as 
possible  the/i7c(s  connecled  therewith.  It  is  with 
this  uim  that  we  insert  the  following  extracts,  not- 
withstanding their  pnrdKin  complexion,  'i'hey  allude 
10  iiicii/ents  which  require  attention,  and  which  ought 
to  be  contradicted  if  unlruc,  or  uuvailed  of  fue. 

The. yutionrd  Inttlligincrr  of  the  11th,  gives  the 
following  liistory  of  the  bill: 

"Our  readers  already  know  that  the  President  of 
ihe  United  S'ates,  addressing  himself  first  to  the  se- 
nate in  a  confidential  message,  and  afterwards  to 
both  houses  of  congress  in  a  public  message,  had 
appealed  to  them  for  advice  and  aid  in  bringing  to 
a  cloase  the  war  with  .Mexico,  as  he  ought  to  have 
done  before  he,  by  his  sole  action,  began  Ihe  war; 
or,  to  use  phraseology  to  which  none  can  take  ex- 
ception, before  he  placed  our  gallant  little  army  un- 
der General  Taylor  in  such  a  position  as  to  make 
war  inevitable. 

"In  pursuance  of  the  public  message,  a  bill  .vas  on 
Saturday  introduced  in  a  commitle  of  the  whole  ia 
the  house  of  representatives,  by  one  of  the  pariisan* 
of  the  executive,  for  making  an  appropriaiion  of  two 
mi'!ions  of  dollars  to  enable  the  President  ,>f  the  U. 
States  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico, 
including  most  plainly  the  acquisition,  by  force  or 
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purchase,  or  by  both  means  conjoinlly,  of  a  greater 
or  less  portion  of  Mexican  territory.  This  bill  was 
debated  both  before  and  after  the  recess  on  Satur- 
day, and  all  was  goiri^  merrily  as  marriage  bells  to- 
wards its  consunimalion.  when  the  apple  of  discord 
was  thrown  into  the  midst  of  the  majority  by  a  mo- 
lion  of  Mr.  Wilmol,  ol  Pennsvlania— the  gentleman 
whom  the  government  paper  eulogized,  the  other 
day,  as  "the  bold  and  fearless  and  truly  able  VVil- 
iDot,"  and  in  regard  to  whom  we  were  given  to  un- 
derstand, by  the  same  authority,  that  it  was  "a  sin- 
gular coincidence  that  he  is  a  native  of  the  some 
town  and  county  in  the  state  as  Mr.  Walker."  This 
genlleniEn  was  "bold"  enough  to  move  a  proviso  to 
the  bill,  and  to  cf.rry  it  too,  declarina;  "that,  as  an 
express  and  fL-ndamenlal  condition  to  the  acquisition 
of  any  territory  from  the  republic  of  Mexico  by  the 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  any  treaty  which  may  be 
negotiated  between  them,  and  to  the  use  by  the  ex- 
ecutive of  the  moneys  herein  appropriated,  ncilher 
slavery  nor  involantary  servitude  shall  ever  exist  in  any 
part  of  said  terrilory,  ciicepi  for  crime,  whereof  the 
party  shall  be  duly  convicted."  This  amendment 
made  the  bill  so  very  unacceptable  to  its  most  ar- 
dent friends  that  many  of  them  voted  against  its 
passage,  and  even  Mr.  McKay  would  not  vote  for 
his  own  bill.  The  bill  passed,  however,  on  Satur- 
day night,  without  his  vole,  by  a  majority  of  six 
Totes,  but  did  not  reach  the  senate  in  time  to  be  act- 
ed upon  that  night. 

"Sunday  intervening,  it  is  understood  to  have  been 
determined,  by  the  conferees  of  the  two  houses  on 
disagreeing  votes,  to  introduce  the  appropriation, 
freed  from  Mr.  Wilmot's  proviso,  as  an  amendment 
lo  one  of  the  amendments  to  the  civil  appropriation 
bill,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  subject  of  confe- 
rence. Yesterday  morning,  however,  it  being  disco- 
vered that  such  an  attempt  would  undoubtedly  cause 
the  loss  of  the  whole  mass  of  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  government,  the  design   was  abandoned. 

"The  bill,  as  it  had  passed  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, came  up  in  the  senate  some  twenty  minutes 
before  the  expiration  of  the  time  allotted  for  closing 
the  legislative  session;  and  a  debate  arose  upon  it,  in 
the  midst  of  which  the  hour  of  twelve  arrived  by 
the  clock  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  that 
house  was  adjourned  by  the  speaker;  which,  although 
it  was  not  m  late,  by  ten  minutes,  by  the  clock  of 
the  senate,  of  course  put  a  stop  to  all  unfinished  bu- 
siness. 

"Thus  fell  through  the  proposition,  recommended 
by  the  executive,  for  an  appropriation  to  buy  terri- 
tory and  a  peace  from  Mexico." 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Baltimore 
.American,  says:  "There  is  a  secret  as  well  as  a  pub- 
lic history  of  the  two  millions  bill,  asked  lor  by  the 
President  of  the  U.  States,  which  oughtto  be  writ- 
ten before  the  proceedings  of  the  first  session  of  the 
29th  congress  ceases  to  be  recorded.  1  had  but  lime 
lo  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  debate  on  Saturday 
evening,  which  took  place  in  (he  house  upon  the 
Mexican  peace  message  and  ihe  bill  proposing  an 
appropriation  of  two  millions  of  dollars  to  buy  a 
peace  with  Mexico,  or  rather  to  take  possession  of 
California.  The  debate  and  action  took  a  most  sin 
gular  turn  during  the  two  hours  allotted  to  the  dis- 
cussion. Ihose  who  defended  the  bill  generally 
voted  against  it  upon  the  question  of  the  final  pas- 
sage, and  those  who  opposed  it  generally  voted  for 
it — all  of  which  was  accounted  for  by  the  amend- 
ment in  regard  to  slavery. 

For  the  first  time  perhaps  in  the  history  of  the  go- 
vernment there  was  a  sectional  vole  upon  this  mo- 
mentous question,  and  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion from  the  free  states  led  otf  the  opposition  to 
their  southern  brethren.  They  remembered  the  "bad 
faith"  of  the  south,  as  they  called  it,  upon  the  Ore- 
gon question,  and  were  resolved  that  no  more  slave 
territory  sould  come  into  the  Union  with  their  con- 
sent. Mr.  Wilmot  of  Pennsylvania,  (the  only  mem- 
ber from  that  state  who  voted  for  the  British  tariff, 
and  who  has  been  much  lauded  therefor  since  then 
as  the  only  true  friend  of  the  south  from  the  north- 
ern states)  introduced  an  amendment  prohibitm" 
iorovei-  the  existence  of  slavery  in  any  territory 
which  should  be  purchased  with  the  two  millions  of 
dollars;— with  some  modification  not  afl'ecting  the 
principle,  this  amendment  prevailed;  and  then  came 
the  changes  ol  opinion  to  which  I  have  referred  — 
The  bill  was  made  palatable  to  the  north  and  west 
and  unpalatable  to  the  south  and  southwest,  and 
hence  the  vote. 

Tho  hill  was  not  sent  to  the  senate  until  yesterday 
moriiing  at  haif  past  eight  o'clock,  but  in  the  mean 
lime  a  secret  mllucnce  was  at  work  to  kill  the  bill 

and  at  the  some  time  to  save  the  appropriation. 

Tho  joint  commiltec  of  conference  undertook  to 
bcttle  the  matter  <'iilircly  to  their  own  »ali^raclion, 
and  yet  >try  covertly  to  all  the  rest  ol  the  world.— 


Not  having  charge  of  any  such  subject,  they  under- 
took to  take  charge  of  it  in  their  own  way  and  in 
their  own  lime,  in  a  long  and  laborious  meeting 
from  nine  until  half  past  two,  they  settled  all  the 
points  in  dispute  upon  principles  which  I  have  nam- 
ed, but  nothing  was  then  whispered  of  the  two  mil- 
lions bill  for  making  peace,  or  of  making  an  appli- 
cation for  any  such  object. 

As  night  approached  there  were  signs  of  intrigue 
on  foot.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland, Ihe  whig  mem- 
ber of  the  senate  among  the  three  senate  conferees, 
j  (Messrs.  Lewis,  of  Alabama  and  Benton  being  his 
I  associates)  and  Mr.  Severance,  of  Maine,  the  whig 
member  among  the  conferees  of  the  house,  (Messrs. 
McKay,  of  N.  Carolina,  and  Boyd,  of  Kentucky, 
being  his  associates)  were  sent  for  privately.  The 
srentlemen  all  found  themselves  at  the  capitol  on 
Sunday  evening,  where,  as  "murder  will  out,"  the 
secret  was  known.  It  was  here  that  the  attempt 
was  made  to  kill  the  house  bill  by  stifling  it  altoge- 
ther, and  to  add  two  millions  of  dollars  to  the  civil 
and  diploniatio  bill,  for  the  purchase  of  California! 
The  whig  majority  were  powerless  and  of  neces- 
sity yielded  all  to  their  associates,  not,  however,  as  I 
believe,  without  a  protest  against  what  was  here  at- 
tempted; but  as  soon  as  the  design  was  known  abroad, 
which  was  not  until  early  yesterday  morning,  the 
members  from  ihe  free  states,  and  some  from  the 
slave  slates,  desiring  no  more  territory, took  fire  at  the 
fraud.  When  Ihe  house  met  yesterday,  the  excite- 
ment was  like  that  of  a  smothered  fire  ready  to  burst 
forth  al  a  moment  upon  all  around.  The  instant  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  conferees  (Mr. 
McKay)  should  rise  to  submit  his  report,  was  to 
have  been  the  signal  for  the  bursting  of  the  storm. 
Kvery  preliminary  motion  from  the  wavs  and  means 
committee  was  resisted,  and  for  half  an  hour  every 
thing  threatened  a  breaking  up  of  congress  without 
passing  the  heavy  appropriation  bills,  or  any  action 
upon  the  pending  measures  between  the  two  houses. 
The  majority  committee  of  conference  foresaw  and 
had  in  pari  foreseen  the  clouds  that  were  rising  over 
their  heads.  They  consulted  briefly  and  seasonably 
and  wisely  abandoned  their  measure,  and  left  the 
bill  to  be  reported  as  they  had  agreed  upon  at  their 
long  session  on  Sunday.  But  for  the  abandonment, 
congress  would  have  broken  up  in  a  row,  and  as  it 
was,  there  was  deep  indignation  against  the  commit- 
tcee,  particularly  amongst  the  members  from  the 
free  states.  The  fact  that  Jire  o/f/ie  six  conferees  were 
from  the  slave  states,  added  greatly  to  this  excite- 
ment. But  "all's  well  that  ends  well."  The  wrong 
contemplated  was  not  consummated,  but  those  who 
designed  the  wrong  will  be  long  remembered." 

The  Wa'-hinglon  correspondent  of  the  Philadel- 
phia jVoi'(/i  .imtrican,  referring  to  the  paragraph 
which  appeared  in  the  "Union,"  a  few  days  since, 
stating  that  no  overtures  had  been  made  by  the  Mex- 
ican government  for  peace,  styles  the  editorial  of  Ihe 
official  organ  an  act  of  duplieily,  and  then  adds: 

"To  the  casual  reader,  the  editorial  of  the  organ 
is  calculated  to  produce  the  impression  that  the  ad- 
ministration still  continues  resolved  in  the  purpose 
of  "conquering  peace"— that  its  escutcheon  cannot 
be  sullied  by  concession,  and  that  it  relies  upon  the 
force  of  arms  alone  to  command  the  terms  of  a 
treaty.  Such  an  inference  is  without  foundation  in 
fact.  The  grandiloquence  of  the  Union  is  all  fus- 
tian, a  miserable  and  empty  parade  of  words,  de- 
signed to  mislead  the  country,  until  the  result's  of 
the  experiment  lo  which  Mr.  Polk  has  resorted  lo 
close  the  war,  are  ascertained.  The  plain  truth  is, 
Ihe  president  has  got  sick  of  this  invasion  of  iMexi- 
co.  Us  enormous  expense  and  unpopularity  have  at 
last  forced  him    to   Ihe  conviction   that  it  must  sink 

him  and  the   administration   in   irretrievable  ruin. 

He  is  therefore  willing  to  abandon  it,  not  from  any 
moral  principle  or  sense  of  duty,  but  because  its 
political  consequences  may  prove  lo  be  injurious. 

"Now  for  the  falsity  of  the  organ,  .it  this  very 
hour,  a  special  agent  of  this  govcrnmtnl  is  on  his  way  to 
Mexico,  with  a  proposition  from  Ihe  president  to  produce 
a  sttttemenl  of  these  digicullies.  Was  the  organ  igno- 
rant  when  its  article  was  written,  lliat  Mr.  Black, 
our  consul  at  Mexico,  who  has  been  suflercd  to  re- 
main there  from  the  integrity  and  inoO'ensiveness  of 
his  characler,  had  communicated  to  the  department 
of  state,  that  some  of  the  authorities  were  desirous 
for  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  Ihat  others  might  be 
reconciled  to  an  adjustment?  Was  it  ignorant  that 
the  executive  despatched  an  agent  on  the  asth  July 
lo  Vera  Cruz,  with  authority  lo  the  commodore  that 
he  should  enter  that  port  under  Ihe  protection  of  a 
flag  of  truce  with  the  proposals.' 

"Or  was  it  ignorant  when  the  dociiracnts  were  laid 
before  tho  senate  for  advisement,  that  it  was  dis- 
tinctly significu  Ihc  appropriation  of  two  millions 
would  bo  resisted,  unless  the  president  assumed  the 
proper  ttsponaibility  of  applying  for  it  m  u  message? 


The  organ  has  as  good,  if  not  better  opportunities 
than  1  have  for  being  posted  in  these  important  mat- 
ters, and  I  challenge  a  contradiction  of  any  fact  I 
hnve  alleged.  The  interrogations  I  have  propound- 
ed contain  the  whole  gist  of  the  operations  of  the 
government  thus  far,  and  serve  to  show  the  purpose 
of  those  in  power  to  delude  the  country,  as  they  at- 
tempted to  do  in  regard  to  Oregon.  If  the  organ 
could  not  have  denied  the  rumors  that  were  sent 
abroad  from  this  city,  silence  would  have  been  more 
honorable  than  duplicity. 

"A  commission  of  three  persons  is  proposed  to  be 
constituled  to  proceed  to  Mexico,  in  the  hope  of 
closing  the  war  and  compromising  all  questions  in 
Qispute.  The  president  has  said  he  designed  to  ap- 
point one  distinguished  whig  on  ihe  commission. — 
There  is  an  inclination,!  regret  to  find,  at  the  White 
House,  to  place  Mr.  Slidell  upon  this  embassy,  un- 
der the  apology  that  he  is  now  under  temporary  sus- 
pension from  the  regular  mission.  Perhaps  this  mis- 
take, should  the  president  insist  upon  it,  may  be  ob- 
viated by  the  weight  of  characler  of  his  colleagues, 
but  there  is  no  aspect  in  which  it  may  be  viewed  that 
it  does  not  seem  unfortunate. 

"The  slatement  which  has  been  circulated  through 
various  public  prints,  that  the  proceeding  in  regard 
to  Mexico,  were  predicated  upon  an  oS'er  of  media- 
tion on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  or  any  other  inter- 
ference, is  without  any  sort  of  foundation.  There 
is  no  intimation  of  any  such  Ihing  in  the  papers 
communicated  to  the  senate." 


THE  OREGON  TREATY. 


EXECUTIVE    JOURNAL    OF  THE    U.   STATES    SENATE. 

Wednesday,    June  10,  1846. 

The  Senate,  on  Friday  last,  passed  a  resolution 
removing  the  injuction  of  secrecy  from  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  body  relative  to  the  Oregon  treaty. 
The  Washington  Union,  availing  itself  of  this  ac- 
tion of  the  senate,  has  published  ihe  Executive  Jour- 
nal and  a  portion  of  the  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

We  have  space  for  but  a  part  of  these  ducuments, 
which  are  very  voluminous;  but  Ihe  following  will 
be  found  to  embrace  the  particulars  of  most  interest 
lo  the  reader. 

The  material  facts  developed  in  it  are,  Jirsi,  that 
the  opinions  of  the  president,  as  expressed  in  his 
message  to  congress  on  the  2d  of  December  last, 
remained  unchanged  at  the  date  of  his  message  of 
June  10.  These  opinions  were,  as  every  attentive 
reader  will  recollect,  "that  no  compromise  [of  the 
Oregon  controversy]  which  the  United  States  ought 
to  accept  could  be  eflected;"  "that  our  title  lo  the 
whole  of  Oregon"  was  maintained  "by  irrefragible 
facts  and  arguments;"  and  that  that  claim  "could 
I  not  be  abandoned  wilhouta  sacrifice  of  both  national 
honor  and  interests." 

The  seco7!d  and  only  other  material  point  disclosed 
by  the  publication  of  this  message  is,  that,  if  the  se- 
nate  had  declined  taking  upon  itself  the  responsibility 
of  advising  the  acceptance  of  the  British  proposition, 
the  PRESIDENT  would  have  considered  it  "his  duly  to 
reject  the  offer." 

We  thus  learn,  upon  the  highest  possible  authority, 
that  the  president  had  set  his  face  against  the  offer 
by  Great  Bril-am,  and  would  have  rejected  it  at  once 
had  it  not  been  for  the  debates  and  votes  in  Ihe  se- 
nate on  the  subject  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

The  PRESIDENT,  then,  not  only  not  being  responsi- 
ble for  this  treaty,  but  having  publicly  disclaimed 
and  repudiated  it,  $o  far  as  he  was  concerned,  it  only 
remains  to  ascertain,  from  the  record,  (o  lu/iom  the 
country  is  indebted  for  a  consummation  so  heartily 
welcomed  by  all  parties. 

[For  the  purpose  of  informing  our  readers  to  whom 
"the  country  is  indehlod  for  the  treaty,"  we  subjoin 
the  following  extracts  from  the  journal.] 

Mr.  .illen  moved  lo  refer  the  message  and  docu- 
meets  lo  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  and 
that  they  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  senate.  Ne- 
gatived. 

Thursday,  June  11,  1846.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Man- 
gum,  the  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
of  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  of  the  lOth  in- 
stanl,  communicating  a  proposal  for  the  adjustment 
of  the  Oregon  question;  and,  after  debate, 

Mr.  Haywood  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

Uesolrcd,  (two  thirds  of  the  senate  present  concur- 
ring,) That  the  president  of  the  Uniicd  Stales  be 
and  he  is  hereby  advised  to  accept  the  proposal  of 
the  British  government,  accompuiijiiig  his  message 
lo  the  senate,  dated  lOili  Juno,  1846,  "for  a  conven- 
tion lo  settle  boundaries,  &.c.  between  the  U.  States 
and  Greal  Britain  weslof  the  Rocky  or  Stony  Moun- 
tains. .  .  ,.....„  ..„.„.^  ,. 
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Mr.  J^iles  moved  lo  amend  the  i-esolulion  bj  add- 
ing the  followieg  to  the  second  article  of  llie  propos- 
ed convention; 

'■Provided,  Tlial  (lie  right  of  navigating  tlie  Colum- 
bia river,  secured  lo  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  and 
to  all  Bnllsh  subjects  trading  willi  tlie  same,  be  li- 
mited to  the  year  A.  D.  1S53,  when  it  shall  cease  and 
edtermine." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton  the  senate  adjourned. 

Friday,  June  12,  18J6.  This  motion  was  negativ- 
de — yeas  10,  nays  31 — as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ashley,  Atherlon,  Bagby,  Dix, 
Fairfield,  Houstan,  Jenncss,  Niles,  Simmons,  and 
Wood  bridge — 10. 

Nats— Messrs.  Archer,  Benton,  Berrien,  Calhoun, 
Chalmers,  Thos.  Clayton,  J.  .M  Clayton,  Colquitt, 
Davis.^Daylon,  Evans,  Greene,  Haywood,  Hunting- 
ton, Johnson  of  Md.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Lewis, 
McDuffie.  iNIangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Pearce, 
Pennybacker,  Phelps,  Rusit,  Sevjer,  Speight,  Tur- 
Dey,  Upham,  Webster,  and  Yulee — 31: 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Haywood  was  adopted  by 
the  following  vote: 

Teas — Messrs.  Archer,  Ashley,  Bagby,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Calhoun,  Chalmers,  Thomas  Clayton,  John 
M.  Clayton,  Colquitt,  Davis,  Dayton,  Dix,  Evans, 
Greene,  Haywood,  Houiton,  Huntington,  Johnson, 
of  Md.  Johnson,  of  Lousiana,  Lewis,  ftlcDuflie,  Man- 
gum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Niles,  Pearce,  Pennybacker, 
Fhelps,  Rusk,  Sevier,  ijimmons,  Speight,  Turncy, 
Upham,  Webster,  WooJbriilge,  and  Yulee. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Breese,  Cameron, 
Cass,  Dickinson,  Fairfield,  Hannegan,  Jaruagin,  Jen- 
ness,  Semple,  and  Sturgeon. 

It  was  then  ordered  that  the  resolution  be  laid  be- 
fore the  president  ol  the  United  Slates. 

Tuesday,  June  16,  184G.  A  message  was  received 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Wal- 
ker, his  secrelary,  communicating  the  convention 
which  had  been  concluded.  It  was  in  these  words: 
To  lite  Senate  of  the   United  Stales: 

In  accoidance  with  the  resolution  of  the  senate 
of  the  12ih  instant,  that  the  "piesident  of  the  United 
States  be  and  is  hereby  authorised  to  accept  the 
proposal  of  the  British  government,  accompanying 
his  message  to  the  senate,  dated  lOlh  June,  184G, 
for  a  convention  to  settle  boundaries,  &c.  between 
the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain,  west  of  the 
Rocky  or  Stony  Mountains,"  a  convention  was  con- 
cluded and  signed  on  the  lalh  instant  by  the  secretary 
of  state  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates  and  the 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
her  Britannic  majesty  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

This  convention  1   now   lay    before  the  feiiate  for 
their  consideration,  with  a  view  to  its  ratification. 
JAMES  K.POLK. 

If'ashington ,  Jime  16,  1846. 

The  message  was  read,  and  also  the  convention 
between  the  United  Stales  of  America  and  her  ma- 
jesty the  Queen  of  the  United  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  concluded  at  Washington  the  15lh 
day  of  June,  1846,  was  read  a  first  time. 

[After  various  intermediate  questions,  chiefly  on 
proposed  calls  for  documents,  the  senate,  on  the  18th 
of  June,  came  lo  the  following  determination:] 

Mr.  McDuffie  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  (two  thirds  of  the  senators  present  con- 
curringj.  That  the  senate  advise  and  consent  to  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  oetween  the  United  Stales 
of  America  and  her  majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  concluded  at 
Washington,  the  ISlh  day  of  June,  1846. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hannegan,  to  amend  the  said  re- 
solution, by  sinking  out  all  after  the  word  "resolv 
cd,"  and  inserting  the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 

"That  the  Piesident  of  the  United  Slates  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  odvised  by  the  Senate  lo  oiler  lo  the  go- 
Ternmenl  ul  Great  ijrilain  as  a  just,  fair,  and  equi- 
fable  compromise  of  the  conflicting  claims  of  the 
two  governmei.ts  connected  with  the  country  lying 
along  between  the  Rocky  Jlountains  and  Pacifn; 
ocean,  exicnding  from  the  parallel  of  42  degrees  to 
54  degress  und  4U  minutes  north  latitude,  and  includ- 
ing the  islands  ecibraced  within  said  parallels  of 
laiilude  adjaceni  to  the  coast,  the  following  as  the 
fundamental  provisions  for  a  treaty  between  the  two 
governments: 

"First.  Tlie  government  of  Great  Britain  shall 
acknowledge  the  right  of  soil,  and  the  sovereignty 
to  exist,  and  be  with  the  United  Slates  to  the  whole 
territory  above  described,  and  shall  abandon  to  the 
United  Slates  all  claim  which  shall  in  any  manner 
conflict  with  the  paramount  jurisdicUon  of  the  U. 
Stales  therein. 

"Second.  The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company  for  twenty  years  from  the 
date  of  such  tieaty,  the  most  perfect  security  in  all 
their  possessions,  and  the  right  lo  pursue  their  busi- 
ness of  hunting  and  trapping  with  all  the  immunities 


which  pertain  thereto,  and  to  trade  during  that  pe- 
riod wilh  the  nalives;  and  the  me  during  that  time  of 
the  ports,  rivers  and  harbors  within  said  territory 
without  charge  or  hindrance. 

"Third  Within  twelve  months  from  the  dale  of 
said  tre.Tty  commissioners  shall  be  selected  by,  and 
on  behalf  of,  the  respective  governments,  whoso  duly 
it  shall  bo  to  assess  at  just  and  liberal  prices  the 
value  of  the  property  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company 
wilnin  said  territory,  which  amount,  when  ascertain- 
ed, shall  be  paid  by  the  U.  States  to  said  company, 
in  such  manner  and  -at  such  time  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  5,  nays 
42.     So  the  proposed  amdendment  was  rejected. 

On  the  question  to  agree  lo  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
McDuffie  it  was  determined  in  Ihe  affirmative:  Yeas 
41,  nays  14 

Those  who  voted  in  tlie  affirmative  arc — 

Messrs.  Archer,  Ashley  Bagby,  Barrow,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Calhoun,  Chalmers,  Thomas  Clayton,  John 
M.  Clayton,  Colquitt,  Corwin,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Dayton,  Dix,  Evans,  Greene,  Haywood,  Houston, 
Huntington,  Johnson,  of  Md.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
Lewis,  .McDuliie,  Maiigum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Niles, 
Pearce,  Pennybacker,  Phelps,  Rusk,  Sevier,  Sim- 
mons, Speight,  Turney,  Upham,  Webster,  Wood- 
bridge,  and  Ynlee. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Breese,  Bright, 
Cameron,  Cass,  Dickinson,  Fairfield,  Hannegan,  Jen- 
ness,  Semple,  Sturgeon,  and  Westcott. 

So  it  was  resolved,  (two  thirds  of  the  senators 
present  concurring),  that  the  senate  advise  and  con- 
sent lo  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  between  the 
Uniled  States  of  America  and  her  majesty  the  queen 
of  the  Uniled  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
concluded  at  Washington,  Ihe  loth  day  of  June,  1846. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  lay  the  said  resolution 
before  the  president  of  United  Slates. 


THE  OREGON  TREATY, 


By  the  President  of  Ihe  Uniled  Stales  of  America. 

A    PROCLA.MATION. 

Whereas  a  treaty  between  the  Uniled  States  of 
America  and  her  majesty  the  queen  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  was  conclud- 
ed and  signed  by  their  plenipotentiaries  at  Washing- 
ton on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June  last,  which  treaty  is 
word  for  word  as  follows: 

The  United  Stales  of  America  and  her  majesly  the 
queen  of  the  Uniled  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  deeming  it  to  be  desirable  for  the  future 
welfare  of  both  countries  that  the  state  of  doubt  and 
uncertainty  which  has  hitherto  prevailed  respecting 
Ihe  sovereignty  and  government  of  the  territory  on 
the  northwest  coast  of  America  lying  westward  of 
the  Rocky  or  Stony  mountains,  should  be  finally  ter- 
minated by  an  amicable  compromise  of  the  rights 
mutually  asserted  by  the  two  parlies  over  the  said 
territory,  have  respectively  named  plenipotentiaries 
to  treat  and  agree  concerning  the  terms  of  such  set- 
tlement, that  is  lo  say:  the  president  of  the  Uniled 
Slates  of  America  has,  on  his  part,  furnished  wilh 
full  powers  James  Buchanan,  secretary  of  slate  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  her  majesty,  the  queen  of  the 
Unileu  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  has, 
on  her  part,  appointed  the  right  hon.  Richard  Pa- 
kenliam,  a  member  of  her  majesty's  most  honorable 
privy  council  and  her  majest's  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  Uniled  Slates, 
who, Rafter  having  communicated  to  each  other  their 
respective  full  powers,  found  in  good  and  due  form, 
have  agreed  upon  and  concluded  the  following  arti- 
cles: 

Art.  I.  From  the  point  on  the  forty-ninth  parallel 
of  north  latitude,  where  the  boundary  laid  down  in 
existing  treaties  and  conventions  between  the  United 
Stales  and  Great  Britain  terminates,  the  line  of 
boundary  between  the  terriiorics  of  the  United 
States  and  those  of  her  Britannic  majesty  shall  be 
continued  westward  along  the  said  forty-ninth  par- 
allel of  north  latitude  lo  the  nnddle  of  the  channel 
v^hich  separates  the  continent  from  Vancouver's 
Island;  and  thence  southerly  through  the  middle  of 
of  the  said  channel  and  of  Fuca's  straits  to  the  Pa- 
cific ocean:  Provided,  hoivevtr,  that  the  navigation 
of  the  whole  of  the  said  channel  and  straits  south 
of  the  forty-ninlh  parallel  of  north  latitude  remain 
free  and  open  to  both  parties. 

Art.  II.  From  tlie  point  at  which  the  forty-ninlh 
parallel  of  north  latitude  shall  be  found  lo  intersect 
the  great  northern  branch  of  the  Columbia  river,  the 
navigation  of  the  said  branch  shall  be  tree  and  open 
to  the  Hudson  Bay  company  and  to  all  British  sub- 
jects trading  wilh  the  same,  to  the  point  where  the 
said  branch  mecls  the  main  stream  of  the  Coluurbia, 
and  thence  4owq  the  said  stream  to  the  oceau,  with 


free  access  into  and  through  Ihe  said  river  or  rivers, 
it  being  understood  that  ail  the  usual  portages  along 
the  line  thus  described  shall  in  like  manner  be  free 
and  open.  In  navig.iting  the  said  river  or  rivers. 
British  subjects,  with  their  goods  and  produce,  shall 
be  treated  on  the  same  fooling  as  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates;  it  being,  however,  always  understood 
tlial  nothing  in  this  article  shall  bo  construed  as  pro- 
venling,  or  intending  to  prevent  the  government  of 
the  United  Slates  from  in.iking  any  regulations  re- 
specting the  navigation  of  the  said  river  or  rivers  not 
inconsistent  wilh  the  present  treaty. 

Art.  III.  In  the  future  appropriation  of  the  terri- 
tory south  of  the  forty-ninlh  parallel  of  north  lati- 
tude, as  provided  in  the  first  article  of  lliis  treaty, 
possessory  rights  of  the  Hudson  Hay  company,  and 
of  all  British  subjects  who  may  be  already  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  land  or  other  property  lawfully  acquired 
within  the  said  terriluiy,  shall  be  respected. 

Art.  IV.  The  farms,  lands,  and  other  property  of 
every  description  belonging  to  the  Puget's  Sound  ag- 
ricultural company,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Colum- 
bia river,  shall  be  cofirnied  to  the  said  company.  In 
case,  however,  the  situation  of  those  farms  and  lands 
should  be  considered  by  the  United  Slates  to  be  of 
public  and  political  importance,  and  the  United 
Slates  government  sliould  signify  a  desire  lo  obtain 
possession  of  the  whole,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  the 
the  property  so  required  shall  be  transferred  to  the 
government,  at  a  proper  valuation,  to  be  agreed  up- 
on by  the  parties. 

Art.  V.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the 
president  of  the  United  Slates,  by  and  wilh  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate  llierenf,  and  by  her 
Britannic  majesly;  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  ex- 
changed at  London,  at  the  expiration  of  six  months 
from  the  date  hereof,  or  sooner,  if  passible. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentia' 
ries  have  signed  the  same,  and  have  affixed  thereto 
the  seals  of  their  arms. 

Done  at  Washington,  the  filleenth  day  of  June,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-six. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN,        [l.  s.] 
RICHARD  PAKENHAM,  [l.  a.] 

And  whereas  the  said  treaty  has  been  duly  ratified 
on  both  parts,  and  the  respective  ratifications  of  the 
same  were  exchanged  at  London,  on  the  seventeenth 
ultimo,  by  Louis  INlcLane,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Uniled  Slates,  and 
Viscount  Palmerston,  her  Britannic  majesty's  prin- 
cipal secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  on  the 
part  of  their  respective  governments; 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  JA.MES  K. 
POLK,  president  of  the  United  Stales  of  America, 
have  caused  the  said  treaty  to  be  made  public,  to  the 
end  that  the  same,  and  every  clause  and  article 
thereof,  may  lu  observed  and  fulfilled  wilh  good 
faith  by  the  Uniled  Stales  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand, 
and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  Slates  to  be  aflix- 


[L.   S.] 


Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  fifth  day  of 
August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  and  of  Ihe  inde. 
peiidence  of  the  Uniled  States  the  seventy- 
first. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
By  the  president: 

Ja.mes  Bcchanam,  secretary  of  state. 

The  senate  have  taken  olT  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy, and  we  hasten  to  lay  the  documents  commu- 
nicaled  lo  them  in  closed  doors,  before  our  readers. 
\Ve  shall  follow  up  the  following  interesting  papers, 
with  the  publication  of  the  other  documents: 

MESSAGE 
From  the  President  of  the  United  States,  commimicaling 

a  proposition   on  the   part  of  tlie  British  governnunt, 

for  Ihe  adjustment  of  the  Oregon  question. 
To  the  Senate  of  Ihe  United  Stales: 

I  lay  before  the  senate  a  proposal  in  the  form  of  a 
convention,  presented  lo  the  secretary  of  state  on  the 
sixth  instant,  by  the  envoy  extraordinary  ami  minis- 
ter plonipoteiitiary  of  her  Britannic  majesty,  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  Oregon  question,  together  wilh  a 
protocol  of  this  proceeding.  I  .submit  this  proposal 
lo  the  consideration  of  the  senate,  and  request  their 
advice  as  lo  the  action  which,  in  their  judgment,  it 
may  be  proper  to  take  in  reference  to  it. 

In  the  early  periods  of  the  government,  the  opinion 
and  advice  of  the  senate  were  often  taken  in  advance 
upon  important  q'leslions  of  our  foreign  policy. — 
General  Washington  repeatedly  consulted  the  senate 
and  asked  their  previous  advice  upon  pending  nego- 
tiations \vilh  foreign  powers;  and  the  senate  in  every 
instance  responded  to  his  call  by  giving  their  advice, 
to  which  he  always  conforiaed  his  action.  This 
practice,  though  rarely  resorled  to  in  later  times, 
was,  in  my  judgment,  emmeDtly  wise,  and  may,  on 
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occasions  of  great  importance,  be  properly  revived. 
The  senate  are  a  branch  of  the  treaty-making  power: 
and  by  consulting  them  in  adv.ince  of  his  own  action 
upon  important  measures  of  forcii^n  policy  ^vhich 
may  ultimately  come  before  them  for  their  consider- 
ation, the  president  secures  harmony  of  action  be- 
tween that  body  and  himself.  The  senate  are,  more- 
over, a  branch  of  the  v.ar-making  poiver,  and  it  may 
be  eminently  proper  for  the  ejsecutive  to  lake  the 
opinion  and  advice  of  that  body  in  advance  upon  any 
great  question  which  may  involve  in  its  decision  the 
issue  of  peace  or  war.  On  the  present  occasion  the 
magnitude  of  the  subject  would  induce  me,  under 
any  circumstances,  to  desire  the  previous  advice  of 
liie  senate,  and  that  desire  is  increased  by  the  recent 
debates  and  proceedings  in  congress,  which  render 
it,  in  my  judgment,  not  only  respectful  to  the  senate, 
but  necessary  and  proper,  if  not  indispensable,  to  in- 
sure harmonious  action  between  that  body  and  the 
executive.  In  ccnferring  on  the  executive  the  au- 
thority to  give  the  notice  for  the  abrogation  of  the 
convention  of  J807,  the  senate  acted  publicly  so  large 
a  part,  that  a  decision  on  the  proposal  now  made  by 
the  British  government,  without  a  definite  knowledge 
of  the  views  of  that  body  in  reference  to  it,  might 
render  the  question  still  more  complicated  and  drffi 
cult  of  adjustment.  For  these  reasons  I  invite  the 
consideration  of  the  senate  to  the  proposal  of  the 
British  government  for  the  settlement  of  the  Oregon 
question,  and  ask  (heir  advice  on  the  subject. 

My  opinions  and  my  action  on  the  Oregon  question 
were  fully  made  known  to  congress  in  my  annual 
message  of  the  second  of  December  last;  and  the 
opinions  therein  expressed  remain  unchanged. 

Should  the  senate,  by  the  constitutional  majority 
required  for  the  ratification  of  treaties,  advise  the 
acceptance  of  this  proposition,  or  advise  it  with  such 
modifications  as  they  may,  upon  full  deliberation, 
deern  proper,  1  shall  conform  my  action  to  their  ad- 
vice. Should  the  senate,  however,  decline  by  such 
constitutional  majority  to  give  such  advice,  or  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  on  the  subject,  1  shall  consider  it  my 
duly  to  reject  the  olTer. 

1  also  communicate  herewith  an  extract  from  a 
despatch  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  minister  of 
the  United  Stales  at  London,  under  date  of  the 
twenty-eighth  of  April  last,  directing  him,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  joint  resolution  of  congress  "concern- 
ing the  Oregon  territory,"  to  deliver  the  notice  to 
the  British  government  for  the  abrogation  of  the  con- 
vention ot  tlic  6lh  of  August,  1827;  and  also,  a  copy 
ol  the  ^notice  transmitted  to  him  for  that  purpose  to- 
gether .with  extracts  from  a  despatch  of  that  minister 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  bearing  date  on  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  III  ay  last.  JAMES  K.  POLK 
fVasliinglon,  June  lOlh,  1846. 


ty.  The  mode  is  left  entirely  to  your  own  discretion;  I 
but  J  would  suggest  that  it  might  be  made  the  subject 
ot  a  protocol,  m  triplicate;  one  copy  of  which  should 
remain  with  the  British  government,  another  with 
the  legation  in  London,  and  the  third  be  transmitted 
to  this  department. 

In  the  remarks  which  you  may  have  occasion  to 
niake  on  the  delivery  of  the  notice,  the  language  to 
the  preamble  to  the  "joint  resolution  concerning  the 
Oregon  territory"  must  necessarily  be  your  guide.— 

Congress  have  spoken  their  will  upon  the  subject,  in 
their  joint  resolution,  and  to  this  it  is  his  (the  presi- 
dent's) and  your  duty  to  conform. 


PROTOCOL. 

A  conference  was  held  at  the  department  of  slate 
on  the  6th  June,  1846,  between  the  honorable  James 
Buchanan,  secretary  of  state,  the  American  plenipo- 
tentiary, and  t.ic  right  honorable  Richard  Pakenham 
theBriiuh  plenipotentiary,  when  the  negotiation  re- 
specting the  Oregon  territory  was  resumed.  The 
British  plenipotentiary  made  a  verbal  explanation  of 
the  motives  which  had  induced  her  majesty's  govern- 
ment to  instruct  him  to  make  another  proposition  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the  solution 
of  these  long  existing  difficulties.  The  secretary  of 
state  expressed  his  satisfaction  with  the  friendly  mo- 
tives which  had  animated  the  British  government  in 
this  endeavor. 

Whereupon,  the  British  plenipotentiary  submitted 
to  the  secretary  of  state  the  draught  of  a  convention 
(marked  A)  setting  forth  the  terms  which  he  had 
been  'nslriicted  to  propose  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  for  the  settlement  of  the  Oregon  oues- 
'">"■  JAMKS  BUCHANAN 

KiCllARD  PAKENHAM. 

(a) — DBALGIIT    OF    CONVENTION. 

[Tins  corresponds  wilk  lite  treaty,  for  wUicli  see  the 
1  roclamalwn  of  lite  President,  on  page  375,] 

Mn.    BUCHANAN    TO    MR.    M'lANE.— EXTRACTS. 

Department  Of  Stale,  tVasliinglon,  Jlpril  28  1846 
1  herewith  tiaDsmjla  notice  for  the  abrogation' of 
the  convention  of  the  Cth  August,  1827  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  tftate's,  ,n  accordr.ce 
with  the  terras  prescribed  in  its  second  article  This 
paper  you  will  deliver  to  her  Britannic  Majesty  in 
person  or  to  her  majesty'.,  principal  secretary  of 
tato  or  foreign  aHairs,  after  you  shall  have  asecV- 
lamed  which  of  these  modes  of  presenting  it  will  be 
mos  in  accoidancc  with  her  majesty's  wishes  A 
duplicate  of  the  same  is  transmitted,  to  be  placed  on 
file  in  the  archives  of  your  legation 

As  the  abrogation  of  this  convention  is  an  act  of 
an  important  and  solemn  character,  the  delivc  rv  n 
the  notice  ought  to  be  attested  with  all  due  foimali' 


To  her  Majesty  Victoria,  Qaeen  of  the  United  Kin"- 
dom  of  Creat  Brilain  and  Ireland.  S(c.,  Sfc.  {(C  ° 
Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  have 
adopted  a  "joint  resolution  concerning  the  Oregon 
territory,"  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 
"JOINT  resolution  Concerning  the  Oregon  Territory^ 
Whereas,  by  the  convention  concluded  the  twentieth 
day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen  be- 
tween the  Uniled  States  of  America  and  the  king  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
for  the  period  of  ten  years,  and  afterwards  indefinite' 
ly  extended  and  continued  m  force  by  another  con- 
vention of  the  same  parties,  concluded  the  sixth  day 
ol  Augusi,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-seven,  it  was  agreed  that  any  country 
that  may  be  claimed  by  eiiher  party  on  the  north- 
west coast  of  America  westward  of  the  Stony  or 
Rocky  mountains,  now  commonly  called  the  Oregon 
territory,  should,  together  with  its  harbors,  bays  Ind 
creeks  and  the  navigation  of  all  rivers  within  the 
same,  be  'free  and  open'  to  the  vessels,  citizens,  and 
subjects  of  the  two  powers,  but  without  prejudice  to 
any  claim  which  either  of  the  parties  might  have  to 
any  part  of  said  counlry;  and  with  this  further  pro- 
vision, in  the  second  article  of  the  said  convention  of 
the  sixth  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  Iwentv- 
seven,  that  either  party  might  abrogate  and  annul 
said  convention,  on  giving  due  notice  of  twelve 
months  to  the  other  contracting  party. 

".^iid  whereas,  it  has  now  become  desirable  that 
the  respective  claims  of  the  United  Stales  and  Great 
Britain  should  be  definitely  settled,  and  that  said  ter- 
ritory may  no  longer  than  need  be  remain  subject  to 
the  evil  consequences  of  the  divided  allegiance  of  its 
American  and  British  population,  and  of  the  confu- 
sion and  conflict  of  national  jurisdiction,  dangerous 
to  the  cherished  peace  and  good  understandinsof  the 
two  countries. 

"With  a  view,  therefore,  that  steps  be  taken  for 
the  abrogation  of  the  said  convention  of  the  6lh 
.'\ugust,  1827,  in  the  mode  prescribed  in  its  2d  arti- 
cle and  that  the  attention  of  the  governments  of 
both  countries  may  be  the  more  earnestly  directed  to 
the  adoption  of  all  proper  measures  for  a  speedy  and 
amicable  adjustment  of  the  differences  and  disputes 
in  regard  to  the  said  territory: 

"Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
"L  ,\y"'o  *'"'"«/ ••■'""^'•ica  in  Congress  asse,nbUd, 
1  ha  the  President  ot  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized,  at  his  discretion,  to  give  to  the 
government  ol  Great  Britain  the  notice  required  by 
the  second  article  of  the  said  convention  of  the  sixth 
ol  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  for 
the  abrogatior,  of  thesame. 
"Approved,  April  27,  1846."  | 

Now,  therefore   after   a  careful   consideration  ofj 
he   premises,  ],  James   K.   Polk,    President  of  the 
United    States,  in  the  exercise  of  the  authoriiy  and 
discretion  vested  in  me  by  the  said  "joint  resolution 
concerning  the  Oregon  Territory,"  and  in  pursuance 

Auius,Tfl''97  f,"'"'  "^  ""  =°"^«'"i°n  "f  'he  6th 
Ai^gust  1827,  therein  mentioned,  do  hereby,  in  be- 
hall  ol  the  United  States,  give  notice  to  her  majesty 
the  Queen  of  he  Uniled  King.lom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  that  at  the  end  of  twelve  months  from 
and  alter  the  delivery  of  these  presents,  by  the  envoy 
V,Tfl"^P  ^'"^  "'"'ster  plenipotentiary  of  the 
Uni  ed  Slates  at  London,  to  her  Britannic  majesty 
or  to  her  majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  aDTairs,  the  said  convention  shall  be  entirely 
annulled  and  abrogated.  ""'cy 

In  tesliraony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  I 
ihe  United    States    to   be   hereunto  affixed.- 
Given   under   my   hand,  at  Washington,  this  1 
[L.  6  ]lwenty-eighlh  day  of  April,  A.   D.,  1846,  and  i 
ol  the    independence   of  the    said    Stales    th 
.seven  lelh.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

By  the  President:  ^"i--.- 

James  Buchanan,  Secretary  of  Slate. 


the  tH;enly-eighlh  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  an'^ 
lorty-six,  transmitting  a  notice  for  the  abrogation  of 
the  convention  of  the  sixth  of  August,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-seven,  between  the  United 
Stales  and  Great  Britain,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  prescribed  in  the  second  article,  inslruclingme 
to  deliver  the  notice  to  her  Britannic  majesty  in  per- 
son, or  to  her  majesty's  principal  secretary  of  stale 
lor  loreign  affairs,  as  will  be  most  agreeable  to  her 
majesty's  wishes,  and  at  the  same  lime  leaving  the 
mode  of  the  delivery  of  the  notice  entirely  at  ray 
own  discretion. 

I  will  of  course  execute  your  instructions  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment.  As,  however,  I  could 
only  ascertain  her  majesty's  wishes,  which  I  am  di- 
rected to  consult  through  the  principal  secretary  of 
slate  for  foreign  affairs,  sufficient  time  has  not  yet 
been  afforded  for  that  purpose;  and  in  the  midst  of 
the  preparation  of  my  despatches  for  the  steamer  of 
to-morrow,  and  of  my  engagements  at  the  foreign 
otlice  connected  witli  one  of  the  topics  of  this  letter 
il  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  give  to  a  subject  of 
so  much  importance  that  deliberation  which  1  am 
sensible  a  proper  exercise  of  the  discretion  confided 
to  me  requires.  To-morrow,  however,  I  propose  to 
seek  an  interview  with  Lord  Aberdeen  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  without  loss  of  time  finallv  to  execute  y-our 
insiruclions  in  the  mode  that  may  be  deemed  most 
eflectual.  I  may  add,  that  although  it  is  altogether 
probable  that  the  presentation  of  the  notice  to  her 
majesty  in  person  will  not  be  admissible,  and  that 
where  a  treaty  may  be  annulled  upon  notice  by  one 
parly,  tne  mode  of  delivering  the  notice  need  not  be 
dependent  upon  the  assent  of  the  other:  yet,  in  the 
present  instance,  I  do  not  apprehend  there  will  bo 
any  difficulty  in  giving  and  receiving  the  notice  in  a 
mode  mutually  satisfactory,  and  in  conformity  with 
usage  in  such  cases. 


MR.    M'LANE    TO    MR.   BUCHANAN— EXTRACTS, 

I  ■      J    ,  London,  Alan  18,  1846. 

,  Frid'^r   '  '"J"  '"  ""=  ''"?•  °"  "'«  Gf'"""^  instant, 
(i  naaj,)  J  our  despatch  number  twenty  seven,  dated 


I  have  now  to  acquaint  you  that,  after  the  receipt 
of  your  despatches  on  the  15th  insi,  by  the  "Caledo- 
riia,"  I  had  a  lengthened  conference  with  Lord  Aber- 
deen; on  which  occasion  the  resumption  of  the  nego- 
tiation for  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  Oregon 
question,  and  the  nature  of  the  proposition  he  con- 
templaled  submitting  for  that  purpose,  formed  Ihe 
subject  of  a  full  and  free  conversalion.  1  have  now 
to  Slate  that  instructions  will  be  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Pakenham  by  the  steamer  of  to-morrow,  to  submit 
a  new  and  further  proposition  on  the  part  of  this 
government  for  a  partition  of  the  territory  in  dis- 
pute. 

The  proposition  most  probably  will  offer,  substan- 
tially— 

First.  To  divide  the  territory  by  the  extension  of 
the  line  on  the  parallel  r,f  foity-nine  to  the  sea;  Ibat 
B  to  say,  to  the  arm  of  the  sea  called  Birch's  bay- 
thence  by  the  canal  De  Arro  and  straits  of  Fuca  to 
the  ocean;  and  confirming  to  the  United  States  wllat, 
indeed,  they  would  possess  without  any  special  con- 
firmation—the right  freely  to  use  and  navi»-ale  the 
strait  throughout  its  extent. 

Second.  To  secure  to  the  British  subjects  occupy- 
ing lands,  forts,  and  stations  anywhere  in  the  region 
north  of  the  Columbia,  and  south  of  the  forty-nmth 
parallel,  a  perpetual   title  to  all  their  lands  and  sla- 
lions  of  which   they   may   be   in   actual  occupation; 
liable,  however,   in  all  respects,  as  I  understand,  to 
the  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  Stales 
as  citizens  of  the  United  States.     Similar  privileges 
will    be   offered    to   be   extended  to  citizens  of  the 
United   Slates  who   may    have  settlements  north  of 
the  forty-ninth  parallel;  though  I  presume  il  is  pret- 
ty well  understood  that  there  are  no  settlements  upon 
which  this  nominal  mutualilv  could  operate,    [  have 
no    means  of  accurately  ascertaining  the  extent  of 
the  present  British  setthmenls  between  the  Columbia 
I  and  the  forty-ninth  parallel.     'Phcy  are  not  believed 
I  by   Lord  Aberdeen  lo  be  numerous,  however;  con- 
j  sislmg,  as    he  supposes,  of  a  few  private  farms,  and 
two  or  three  forts  and  stations.     I  have  already  in  a 
previous  despatch   taken   the   liberty  to  remind  you 
I  that,  by  their  charter,  the  Hudson  Bay  company  are 
j  prohibited  from  acquiring  title  lo  lands,  and  that  the 
occupations  lobe  afiected   by   this  reservation  hara 
been  made,  either  by  the  squatters  of  that  companr, 
lor   the    purpose  of  evading    the   prohibition  of  the 
Hudson    Bay   charier.     They   are   in   point  of  fact, 
also,  according  lo  Captain  Wilkes'  account,  cultiva 
ted  and  used  chiefly  by  the  persons  employed  on  the 
service  of  the  former  company,   and  as  auxiliary  lo 
their  general  business  of  hunting  and  trapping,  rath- 
er  than  with  a  view,  as  it  has  been  generally  suppos- 
ed, of  colonizing,  or  of  permanent  settlement. 

Lastly.  The  pro|>ositioii  will  demand,  for  tic  Hud- 
son Bay  company,  the  right  of  freely  navigating  the 
Columbia  river.  Il  will,  however,  as  I  iindersiar^d 
disclaim  the  idea  of  sovereignly,  or  of  the  right  o 
exercising  any  junsdiclion  or  police  whatever  on  th 
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pari  of  Ihia  government,  or  of  the  company,  and  will  |  point  of  fact,  therefore,  the  substantial  points  of  Iho 
contemplate  only  the  right  of  navioatin^  the  river  ;  present  offer,  and  those  which  may  lie  expected  to  be 
upon  the  same  footing,  and  according  to  the  same  '  regarded  as  most  objectionable,  arc  little  mure  than 
regu  ations,  as   may  be  applicable  to  the  citizens  of  ]  the  embodiment  of  the   various  oilers  or  suggestions 


3Tr 


'  regarded  as  most  objeclionabi 

the   Uni,cYs>a.cs/  Tha;e7lread7a;^u;i;;^';:;pbi:^^S^^ 

proceeded  from  our  own  nezotiators.  of  ii,  vi<r„i  „,!  „„, i„j .,'?    .:  •"^^•"''„\'"''."'^"8 


From  that  time,  however,  the  tie  nhich  has  hitherto 
kept  the  whig  parly  in  support  of  Sir  Robert  Peel 
will  be  dissolved;  and  the  d  ■lerniination  of  the  nro' 
lectionisl   party,  who  supposed   themselves  to  have 


that  Lord  Aberdeen  has  vcr,  positively  and  explicit,    proceeded  fiom  ourown  negotiators.  i  of  itsVi'eJr'o";  DoweV  '\ZJ!.r'r""''"''r  l^'K""""- 

ly  declined  to  treat  of  .he  navigation  of  the  Si.  Law- 1  1  have  myself  always  believed,  if  the  extension  of  I  ported  fnauar^esenlin.t  .'  ".  "'"^'''="'b-  re- 
renee  in  connexion  with  that  of  .he  Columbia;  and  ,  the  line  of  boundary  n„  the  for  y-ninfh  p  la  elby  fhey  L  "  Tven  oUer  d  to  .  l^e^T  "?^k''  '^.'' 
that  even  if  it  were  desirable   to   us   to  propose  to    .he  strait  of  Fuca  to  the  sea  would  be  acceotable  lo    na.Iv  to  select   hi,  n.ln   .  f'"  ''''  "'  "'^  "''"'S 

offer  one  for  the  other,  he  would  on  no  account  en-  our  government,  that  the  demand  of  a  r  gl  t  f  eely  o  '  rc2  hey  will  be  no  les  n'r'  ""^  f''^'-  '^hen  he  is 
tcr  ino  any  negotiation  ,n  regaid  to  the  St.  Law- ,  navigate  the  Columbia   river  could  be  eompiomLS  I  tei.  "to   res^  T'"'^- 

'  "    ;     .  !  "P"".\r;"'  °'  •'""=  by  conceding  it  for  such  period    sent,  ministers  Ibemsetves  beTeve  a  c7  ,  !«  .'o  L^i^ 

•»'•«!  have  seen  no  cause  to  chanire  the  i  ?'  ""S'^'   ''«  necessary  for  the  trade  of  the  Hudson    evitable,  and  are  considerin,.  n„i„  ,h„  ..  .°? '°_  ,  .  "" 


•»'••!  have  seen  no  cause  to  change  the  '  ?/  ""S'^'  ''^  necessary  for  the  trade  of  the  Hudson  !  evitable,  and  are  conVide7inV'o"urv'*the'm'ul'^nT.'i''' 
i.mon  that,  in  any  attempt  to  divide  the  Oregon  I  '^.^J,  '=o>"Pfn )'  noitli  or  south  of  the  forty-ninth  par- 1  time  in  which  it  will  most  likely  hapnci  hwili  n°, 
rritory,  the  obligation   felt  by  this   government  to  I  ^"^'•,    J^".lerlaining  great  confidence  in  that  opinion,  ,  be  long,  after  the  success  o(  the  ii.eas ores   r       ,k 

an  early  period,  I  have  used  every  argument  and  per-  |  enough  for  Iho  accompli-l  me  t  ol  th,  'obieel  l  .1 
suasion  in  my  power  to  reconcile  I.nrd  Aberdeen  to  occur.  The  •■factory  bill,"  regulalin/ihe  hou«  of 
sue,  a  imitation;  and  alihough,  1  am  quite  aware  labor,  will  afford  one,  and  most  poLblv, Tat  n„ 
that,  with  a  portion  of  the  British  public,  an  impor- 1  ^vhich  the  change  will  .n.,„  .i..„/  ,"  .Y  "l"'  °" 
tance  it  by  no  means  deserves  is  attached  to  the  na- 
igation  of  the  Columbia  river,  and  that  in  others  it 


P"  .  " -■'    ■■■    "--J    "...-. ..(--fc    I'j  UI1IUC  luc  wregon 

territory,  the  obligation  felt  by  this  government  to 
protect  the  rights  of  their  subjects  which  may  have 
been  acquired  or  have  grown  up  during  the  joint  oc- 
cupation, would  most  probably  interpose  Ilie  greatest 

difficulty   in  the  way  of  an   amicable  adjustment 

And  It  is  now  obvious  that  the  proposed  reservation 
of  the  right  to  the  Hudson  Bay  company  of  freelv 
navigating    the    Columbia,  and  that  in  favor  of  the  i 


navigating    the    Columbia,  and  that  in  favor  of  th'e  i  ?"g»''"n  of  the  Columbia  river,  and  (bat  in  others  it  i  voidable,  an 

British  occupants  north   of  the  river,  proceed  from  '  u  ""''"•-"ediy  regarded  as  a  point  cf  pride    1  have    bable  head  i 

this  source;  although  it  is  probable  that  more  or  less  I  o^^n  lisappomted  by   the  pertinacity  with  which  it '  may  it  not  b, 

pride  may   be  lelt   at  givms;   up  now,  without  what !"' °'""''  "'  '°  "'"'=''  '"'*''•  insisted  upon.     Feelins  i  ly  lo  allow 

they   may  deem  an   adcqua.e  equivalent,  what  has]  '".^  ,'''7'  '""'"■"l ".''"' '''«  P'-^'^nU-ffer  is  not  made  h"">"'g '".«!>«  T^senl  premier  wirrrau'ieV'^piyi'!'^^^^ 

been  hitherto  tendered  by  our  negotiators.  !  "    intended  as  an  ultimatum,  I  tlii„k  it  only  reasona-  '  own  time  an^  "■-'-  -"•  -  ■  '  '''''"='  ^li 


j  ble  to  infer  an  expectation  on  the 


In  fact,  except  in  the  surrender  lo  the  IlnlipH  i  "'"  "V-"""  ""  '^"Peciaiion  on  the  part  of  those  who 
Statesof  the  title  of  the  lands  not  oc  1  S  b^  Bri  r~7"f  I'U'Tu""'^  '"V  -"-lifioations  may  be 
tish  subjects  between  the  Columbia  an'd  the  'forty-  An^d'  e  'efore  i'  I  r'nT't  '"  ^k"""^"'^  ""^"'^"'■ 
ninth  parallel,  and  also  the  surrenderor  the  jurisdic     thnLi,    r  entertain  the  opinion,  that  al- 

lien over  the  river  and  country  within  the  saClIm  rL  ^  '  "  '',  T'"'^  of  causes_,ii  part,  peihaps, 
its,  I  am  afraid  it  may,  with  some  p  ausSv  I  i  "', '" '"P"  ' '""  u''','  '"  ""'  ""'"^^  S.itcs  thi 
contended  that  Ihere  is'no  very  material  diffrVncc  '  f^  if '"'^"?'  ^'  absolutely  insisted  upon,  and  in 
between  the  present  proposition  and  tl  auS to  |  .>netLv'''l^  '^  mlerests  and  impressions  at 
Mr.  Gallatin  by  Alessrs.  AHdington  and  HuskHln  Z~^  T'  ""n-  *"  '"'^""'"^  '"  "'«  fi'-^' '"" 
the  British  negotiators  in  1837.  ""sUi^on, ,  stance   to   make  an   ofler   with  such  a  qualification; 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  state  that  the  i  iv?,,n/,  ,  ="'J^"""=»'  "(  "'e  question  should  bo 
proposition,  as  now  submitted,  has  not  rece  ved  1  '  °","f  „'°  '^^P'""\  ."P""  ''"'  P°'"'  ""'j-  ''"-y  """'l-' 
countenance.     •     «    .     .     •  'l  have   there  ore  fTiV    iv  .f'"'"''  '"  ^ 

it  my  duly  to  discourage  any  expectalion   hat  iUv'ould  I  If  J'  <=o"  ent  to  accept  it  for  such  a  number 

be  accepted  by  the 'president;  or,  f  submitted  o  ^'^'^'ii''  "'""'^  ''fiord  ail  the  substantial  advan- 
that  body,  approved  by  the  senate.  '"'""'"*^''    1°  j   ages  to   hose  inteests  they  have  particularly  in  view 

I  do  not  think  there  can  be  much  doubt   however      il  be  reasonably  desired.     Jf  the  only  ques- 

that  an  impression  has  been  produced  here  that  the  no  7°"  «'hich  the  adjustment  of  the  Oregon  ques- 
sehate  would  accept  the  proposilion  novv  offered  at  Lp  r  ?  k'"  ''""''^  "^  ^''^'^er  the  navfgation  of 
least  wilhon.  any  material  modification,  and  hat\he  uffic^^^^^^^^  u""  '''n"'.''  *"=  ^""'edforl  period 
president  would  not  take  the  responsibi  ity  o  re  ect  '  5  '""  ,,  '"^'='T  '"  ""=  Purposes  of  British  sub- 
ing  It  wilh.ut  consulting  the  ienaie.  If  therrbe  j S  ,r,oM\  ^"^1  V-  '""'"^y.  or  whether  the 
any  reasonable  ground  to  entertain  such  an  imoreg  !l!.  7,  ,■  f  ";,"="'^'^<'  'ndefinilely  to  a  particular 
,inn   h„,.„v.„„,„ ._    <r__,         .".an  impres   '  class  of  British  subjects,  1  must  believe  that  no  E 


hich  the  change   will  take    place.     With  a  Uiiow'I 

dgB  that  the  change,  sooner  or  later,  must  he  una. 

'oidable,  and  that  the  offer  has  been  made  to  the  pro- 

table  head  of  a  new  ministry  to  select  his  own  time 

1  not  be  expected  that,  i„siead  of  waitineauiet.: 

V   the   whig   leader   to  select  the  time  of 

.       ent  premier  will  rather  select  hii 

-J  "■"'■^n^-  I Id  mode  of  going  out,  and,  with  his  iisn.l 

part  of  those  who  sagacity,  so  regulate  his  retirement  as  to  leja  n. 
difications  mav  I,p  few  obstacles  as  possible  to  his  restoration  to  power? 
In  that  case  it  is  not  very  unlikely  he  would  prefeP 
going  out  upon  the  "factory  bill,"  before  ,S 
ground  upon  more  important  measures;  and  if  so  if 
will  not  surprise  me  lo  witness  the  comin..,,„; '' 
miuislry  by  the  end  of  June,  or  earlie,  Wiih 
l<no«  ledge  of  Ihc  proposition  now  to  be  made  a,^ 
not  prepared  to  say  that  one  mm  p  „/  ,  ,?^ 
migh';  ha^e  been  app^eliend:d  fri'im':;;  ^-^Sr  ^. 
unless,  indeed,  the  present  government  may  be  son' 
posed  to  be  prepared  to  accept  qualifications  whi^,' 
proposed  by  the  president,  which  I  was  unwilll,^  ^ 
first  to  offer.  Upon  that  supposition  ..""."j"'," 
sirable  that  the  .no..fications'^houid  b  'off  ^^^  h.^ot 
ihe  coming  in  of  a  new  minister  who  findin  T  ^ 
the  acts  of  his  predecessor,  withiu,  know  ^r'^f 
his  intentions  might  nol  be  so  ready  to  I ak  the  re 
sponsibilily  of  assenting  lo  a  change: 


lish  statesmau,  in  the  face  of  his  denial  of  a  similar 
privilege  lo  American  citizens  in  regard  to  Ihe  St 
Lawrence     would   lake   the   hazard  upon  this  point 

a   one   nf   (   i-LlnrhrMn-   iIiQ „r    .L  '^     .   .         .1 


,  ""  ....^.71^  ,o  u,   ujcir  own  pro- 

posilion by  remaining  in  ofiice  until  the  qualification 
lain  adverting  to  would  have  lo  be  dealt  with  I 
should  feel  entire  confidence  in  ihe  belief  1  have  now 
expressed. 

I  regret  to  say,  however,  Ihat  I  have  not  the  least 
expeclation  thai  a  less  reservation  thaa  is  proposed 
in  favor  of  the  occupants  of  land  between  the  Co- 
lumbia and  the  49lh  parallel  would  be  assented  to  _ 
1  may  repeat  my  conviction,  founded  upon  all  the 
di,eussion3  in  which  I  have  been  engaged  here,  that 


sion,  horever  erroneous,  an  offer  less  objectionable 
in  the  first  instance,  at  least,  could  hardly  be  ex- 
pected. ■" 
.k'1  I",;^^  ll?  considered  certain,  also,  in  my  opinion, 
that  the  offer  now  to  be  made  is  n  )t  to  be  submitted 
as  an  ultimatum,  and  is  not  intended  as  such;  though 
1  have  reason  to  know  that  ftlr.  Pakcnham  will  not 
be  aulhorized  lo  accept  or  reject  any  modification 
proposed  on  our  pari;  but  that  he  will,  in  such  case 
be  instructed  lo  refer  the  modification  to  his  govern- 
ment. ° 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that,  since  the  president's 
annual  message,  and  the  public  discussion  that  has 
subsequently  taken  place  in  Ihe  senate,  it  will  be  dif- 
ficult,if  not  impossible,   to  conduct  the  negotiation 

in  lis  luture  stages,  without  reference  te  the  opinion     i,  ■        i,"-  u  >         -p-..   „,,  u.c 

of  senators,  or  free  from  speculation  as  to  the  decree  ''";"^\'""*  '"  "'^''.'^b  I  have  been  engaged  here,  that, 
of  control  they  may  exercise  over  the  result  - 1"  T'^^  partition  of  the  Oregon  lerriloiy  the 
.Whatever,  therefore,  might  be  prudent  and  legiar  d'nft°hVonro  """f"'  ''"'"^  "^^^^  S™^"  "" 
.n  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  I  think  it  of  the  ut-  pensableohh  Mil  '"'.''"  ''  ''"Sa.ded  as  an  indis- 
most  importance,  upon  the  present  occasion  if  the  L,?,!  m  ""^"'f'""  °"  'be  score  of  bono.",  and  as 
president  should  think  proper  to  propose  any  modifi-  LT„, '  '»  ,  ■  "'=e'=<=">J-,  i  am  quite  sure  ihat  it 
cation  of  the  offer  lo  be  made  by  Jir.  Fakenham  7  '"'*'  '"  <="n'eniplalion  to  insist  upon  the 
that  the  modification  should  be  understood  "sZ'/lVrl'FT,"^'^''  Columbia  river  for  British 
sessmg  the  concurrence  of  the  co-ordinale  branch  of  hi.  h  ?■  ,  '  <=o'"'n"ce  generally,  and  that  it 
the  treaty  power.  "  "'  ^as  been  ultimately  confined  to  the  Hudson  Bay  corn- 
It  is  not  easy  lo  conjecture,  with  any  certainty  E.llv"  ^'^''T' f  7'  '"''''=  ^''''' '""'^^'^- 
the  extent  to  which  thi  l^ov^rnmenrL  hu"  -' !  in'i  "e  Vo.na'b  elolimif  l^be  e  iZ";^  ^ 
duced  to  modify  the  proposilion,  even  if  th^y  should  to  a  period  beyond  Xch  the  com 'anl  m'  l^  ?'^' 
be  assured  that  he  senate,  no  less  than  Ihe  president,  I  no  great  object  to  use  'he  river  fniMh'  ^  ''""r 
demanded  it.  It  must  not  escape  observation  that  I  Iheir  trade.^^  But  the  in leresi  ol  the  Br?,fsh'''7"  "' 
during  the  preceding  administration  of  our  govern-  who  have  settled  up^  a,  d™"'  ?"'' 
ment  the  extension  of  the  line  on  the  forty- ninth  north  of  thp  ..,' h  „?„  ::„.'.",'i._T  .°'='^""'"g'  I''"''' 
parallel  to  the  strait  of  Fuca,  as  now  proposed  by 
Lord  Aberdeen,  was  actually  suggested  by  my  imme- 
diate predecessor  as  one  he  thought  his  government 
might  accept;  and  that,  in  regard  to  those  English 
subjects   who  would  be  left  within  American  iuris- 

nirlifin   hv  :ii!nnt  ino-  tlni    h,-...^,l u.    ..  .        -' .     . 


MESSAGE 
From  the  Pnudenlofihe  United  Stales,  commtmicaline 

To  the  Seitttle  of  the  Uuitrd  Slates: 

In  accordance  with  ihe  resolulion  of  the  SenalP  of 
.^;   ip'r'i'"!  ;VV^^'    '!-.  -'i'-i^-'of  the    United 


.loneof  disturbing  the  peace  of  I  eZrldXd     Ship  ~'h    '"'V  J'^'    '""=   "'''■e-J'-nt  of  the    I  n  ,ed 
flhesame   ministry   iJom    whom  the  pre;eni  off';  |  p^l^V^^^^  ^''•■-''  to  accept  .he 

proceeds  should  continue  masters  of  their  own  nro-     '™P'"'"  °'  'be   British  govemment,  acconipanyine 

^r™i!!Lf^-'"s-,°«!--"."'equ;;:ficS  ^'iz:::^v:^z:rit:.:i^!:'}'V''"^^.^Wi^ 


„rrii,  ,(■.!,  A,iV  I  ■'  "■'"  »'=  oiicupying,  lanua 
no  I  of  the  49lh,  aie  considered  as  permanent,  and 
entitled,  when  passing  under  a  new  jurisdiction,  to 


have  Iheirpossi^sionle^u^."  1  s"":  7^^  '  H'th^  fore  communicated  lo  the  senate," /^h^^Hu 
view  taken  of  the  subject  by  thi  t^v  rnmei'i  and  o'"' °'  ">«  P"'Po»ilions  for  the  adjustment  of  , 
not  at  all  likely  ,n  my  opinion  to  be  changed       '  ^pT"    ''"''"°"    ?''"!""">    '""le  and  rejected 

J  may  add,  loo,  that  >  have  not  the  lea^  Ison   to    ^^.1:^^^^^^^^-^;^-  ^^- ^ 

the  country,  and  is  dated  on  the  13th  July  13J5.h 
day  on  which  .he  note  wa,  addressed  by  ihirec' ' a 
ry  of  .state  lo  Mr.  Pakenham,  offering^o  settle  th, 


a  convention  lo  settle  bomidarle's  &e.  bei;:  't^,^ 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  west  of  tZZlll 
or  Stony  mountains,"  a  convei,ii„„  wasroncdided 
and  signed  on  the  15lh  inslanl,  hy  ihe  Secrelary  of 
Slate,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales,  amj  tl'e  e,fvov 
ex.raordinary  and  minister  plenipot;.ntiary  of  he? 
Britannic  majesty  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri.ain 

This  convention  I  now  lay  before  ihe  senate   for 
their  consideration,  with  a  viciv  lo  its  ralificaiion 

Washington,  June  W.  ISiG.  ''^''''^  ""■  '''"-'^■ 

The  provisions  of  the  convention  corresponds  with  the 
Ireuty,  inserted  m  another  place.  ' 

MESSAGE 
^TZnt"n!rl  Vr'  ^"""'  ^"""'  ^-''m,nUating 

re/ "  : Zo":fr  t"""'''"'"^ '° "*« »"""« 

hi,-,  °°  '  '"''■""'!/.  ""  ""««'■  to  the  reso- 

/.  10,1  0/  the  senate  of  nth  June,  13IG. 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slalis: 

1  herewith   transmit,   in   compliance  with  the  re- 
June,    ]g46,    a    report  o(   the  secretary  of  slate    to 

ftVuct";   "''^c^  r"^  "'  ^'"  '••'-  despa^che    ai  d  in- 

siructions"  "relative   lo  the  O.-egon   treaty  "  '.for 

warded  lo  our  minister,  Mr.  McLane  "  ••„  i  i       . 

fore  communicated  lo  the  senate,"  includi,..  a  state" 

nient  ol  llie  nrnnnslii^n^    r.,,.   u.I   .j.-     .      "  ^  *.'*'^- 

the 

luanished  lo  MrrM^Lai;;' b^fcre 'hh  ZTT"  r"^ 
.be  country,  and  is  dated  on  tl^^'^o//,'^"^,^/™''' 
day  on  which  iHp  nni„  ,„ ■ ,_.         ,    '^  '^•*=.  'be 


diction  by  adopting  ti;;ti;;;unda;;:bn;:;;s:;;^;e!;';;^  4^'^t;::;:^t;^::^::^l^]:;r  'T"  '° 

provisions  of  the  second  article  of  Jay's  treaty  as  a  '  of  the  49lh   oarallnl    ,!,     h  '""  ^-'"'="5'°" 

precedent    for   a    convenient    mode   ot^ealin^  w  Ih  I  sltr      cap'e  "f  V   ncouver's'Tslan^d  ?o  ^h  ^''.7  ,''.^ 
them.     By    the  second  article  of  Jay's  IrealyT how- i  Stales  Vancouver  s  island   to  the  United 

^^b^^r  iu;r  i^i^r  iands:^!ic!;;i:tn^'^tii:  \  Ji  "Z"  ^u^^tr^:-  't^  '^-'-^  "r  -'^"•' '°  --■  --h , 

as  by  Lord  Aberdeen's  proposition,  but  would  be  ab    min.sUT      T  ,e    uccr  s    'r'^u'"'""""   °^  '*"=  '"''''"  I  "^  J"'-'  following, 

lowed  the  option  to  continue  as  Bri.i»li  subjects,  and    the  proposed  comn^erc  a    rehxalmrir' T"'''';''''^  i      '^'"^  ''"'"'   "■'"   P"«i'c   that  exiraels  from  h   , 

off^r,  as  I  underhand  .,  they  wo.d  not  possess.     In  |  day,  lo  pa.  the  LoldHJ  i^^,  ^^^^  ^^^ --  i  ^^^i^-^-^^-i;;  — i^S?' "^ 


settle  the    controversy   b'.;;;  4   U^.^,:^^-? 
"'"^'  W  lol  o:i'rJ"'^'^  '>■  "-'  -ni^.er  on'lhl  IZ 
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These  despatches  are  both  numerous  ari'l  volumi- 
nous, and,  from  their  confidential  character,  their 
publicatinn,  it  is  believed,  would  be  highl)'  prejudi 
cial  to  the  public  interests. 

Public  considerations  alone  have  induced  me  to 
■withhold  Ihe  despatches  of  Mr.  McLane  addressed 
to  the  sacrclary  of  state  I  concur  with  the  secre- 
tary of  state  in  the  views  presented  in  his  report, 
herewith  transmitted,  against  the  publication  of  these 
despatches. 

Mr.  McLane  has  performed  his  whole  duty  to  his 
country;  and  1  am  not  only  willing,  but  anxious  that 
every  senator  who  may  desire  it,  shall  have  an  op 
portunity  of  perusing  tnesc  despatches  at  the  depart- 
ment of  slate.  The  secretary  of  state  has  been  in- 
structed to  afford  every  facility  for  this  purpose. 

J.«i!\lES  K.  POLK. 

WaMngton,JuIij2],  1846. 

To  Ihe  President  of  the  United  States: 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  senate,  of  the  17th  ultimo,  request- 
in|'  the  president  "to  communicate  to  the  senate  a 
copy  of  all  the  correspondence  which  has  taken 
place  Letween  this  government  and  that  of  Great 
Britain  relative  to  the  Oregon  treaty,  lojelher  Willi 
the  despatches  and  instructions  forwarded  to  our 
minister,  Mr.  McLane,  and  a  full  and  camplcte  copy 
of  his  despatches  and  communications  to  this  govern- 
ment on  the  same  subject,  not  heretofore  communi- 
cated to  the  senate,"  respectfully  reports  that  no  cor- 
respondence has  taken  place  between  this  govern- 
ment and  that  of  Great  Britain,  relative  to  the  Ore- 
gon treaty,  which  has  not  heretofore  been  communi- 
cated to  the  senate. 

The  secretary  of  slate  herewith  submits  to  the 
president,  copies  of  all  "the  despatches  and  instruc- 
tions forwarded  to  our  minister,  Mr.  McLane,  and 
also  a  full  and  complete  copy  of  his  despatches  and 
comniunications  to  this  government"  on  the  subject 
of  the  Oregon  treaty,  "nut  heretofore  communicated 
to  congress."  He  also  submits  the  copy  of  a  note 
from  Lord  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  McLane,  dated  on  the 
29d  May  last. 

In  regard  to  his  own  "despatches  and  instructions" 
to  Mr.  McLane,  the  secretary  is  not  aware  of  any 
public  considerations  which  now  oppose  their  trans- 
mission to  the  senate.  On  the  contrary,  he  deems  it 
eminently  proper  that  entire  copies  of  them  all 
should  be  furnished  to  that  body  without  further  delay. 

In  regard  to  the  despatches  of  Mr.  McLane  to  this 
government,  a  serious  question  arises  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  communicating  them  to  the  senate.  The 
question  he  deems  il  proper  to  present  to  the  presi- 
dent for  his  determination;  because  its  decision  may 
involve  consequences  for  all  future  time,  essentially 
affecting  the  ability  of  the  e.'vecutive  department  of 
the  government  to  conduct  our  intercourse  with  for- 
eign nations  in  such  manner  as  best  to  promote  the 
public  interest. 

It  is  a  primary  duty  of  a  foreign  minister  to  com- 
municate freely  to  his  government  all  that  he  sees  or 
hears,  which  can  have  any  bearing  upon  the  interests 
of  his  country,  together  with  his  own  opinions  and 
speculations  upon  passing  events,  both  at  home  or 
abroad,  connected  with  the  objects  of  his  mission. — 
It  is  his  business  to  seek  information  from  every 
source  within  his  reach,  and  to  place  his  own  gov- 
ernment in  possession  of  all  that  ho  acquires.  Such 
information  is  essential  to  enable  this  government 
successfully  to  perform  its  duties  to  the  country,  in 
our  present  extended  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tions. Whatever,  therefore,  would  tend  to  close  up 
the  sources  of  information  ag.ninst  our  diplomatic 
agents  abroad,  or  to  deter  thcni  from  freely  commu- 
nicating all  the  information  in  their  possession,  could 
not  fail  to  prove  seriously  detrimental  to  the  national 
interest. 

Mr.  McLane  has,  in  the  fullest  manner,  performed 
his  duty  in  this  respect.  His  despatches  are  both 
numerous  and  voluminous.  He  has  kept  the  depart- 
ment well  advised  of  oil  that  il  was  necessary  fur  it 
to  know  in  relation  to  the  different  and  varying  as- 
pects which  the  Oregon  question  has  assumed  in 
England.  No  person,  however,  who  peruses  these 
despaiclics  can  suppose  that,  with  the  exception  of 
very  small  pui lions  of  them,  Ihey  were  intended  for 

fiublicaliun,  or  that  ihe  probability  of  such  an  event 
lad  been  cunlctnpbted  by  him. 

If,  under  such  circumstances,  his  conversations 
with  individuals  in  oUice  and  out  of  office,  which 
from  their  very  nature  were  confidential,  should  be 
published  lo  the  world,  this  would  huvo  a  .strong  ten 
dency  to  obstruct  every  avenue  uf  information  against 
our  diplomatic  agunls,  and  greatly  to  impair  their 
usefulness;  and,  oil  great  occasions,  Ihe  possibility  of 
«  candid  disclosure  tu  them  uf  Itie  iiilentiuiis  of  a 
foreign  government,  or  of  the  real  iiiulives  which 
mn;lil  loiiirol  the  action  of  its  minislera,  would  be 
tntirtly  oui  of  the  question.     I'cisoua  inlrujtud  with 


the  conduct  of  foreign  aS'airs  in  other  countries 
would  feel  the  necessity  of  observing  towards  our  di- 
plomatic agents  a  guarded  silence,  different  from  the 
course  which  might  safely  be  pursued  towards  the 
ministers  of  other  powers.  The  private  and  confi- 
dential intercourse  between  ministers  of  diff'erent 
countries,  which  often  leads  to  the  most  important 
and  beneficial  results,  would  cease  to  exist  in  regard 
lo  the  ministers  of  the  United  States-  In  this  man- 
ner, one  of  the  great  purposes  of  sending  ministers 
abroad  would  be  defeated. 

Besides,  the  publication  of  such  communications, 
especially  if  coupled  with  the  minister's  unreserved 
comments,  made  confidentially  to  his  own  govern- 
ment, would  place  him  in  a  position  towards  those 
whose  confidence  he  had  thus  been  made  instrumen- 
tal in  violating,  which  no  honorable  man  would  de- 
sire to  occupy. 

The  publication  of  such  despatches  would  exercise 
an  unhappy  induence  upon  the  conduct  of  our  diplo- 
matic agents.  In  order  to  shield  themselves  from 
reproach,  they  might  then  be  induced  either  to  com- 
municate important  information,  with  their  observa- 
tions upon  it,  in  private  letters,  and  through  other 
channels  not  subject  to  official  inspection,  or  to  re- 
frain allogetlier  from  making  communications  except 
such  as  might  be  puhlislied  to  the  world  without  un- 
pleasant consequences  to  themselves.  In  the  first 
case,  that  information  which  ought  to  exist  in  the 
archives  of  the  department  for  the  use  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  all  future  time,  would  be  confined  to  a 
few  individuals;  and  in  the  last,  the  government 
might  be  deprived  of  the  information  necessary  to 
avert  danger  from  the  counKy,  or  to  promote  the 
best  interests  of  the  people  in  their  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations. 

The  secretary  is  deeply  sensible  that,  from  the 
very  nature  of  our  institutions,  the  greatest  publicity 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  conduct  of  all  public  agents. 
There  should  be  no  exception  to  this  rule,  unless  in 
cases  where  the  public  interest  imperatively  de- 
mands il.  Whether  this  be  such  a  case,  is  respect- 
fully presented  for  the  decision  of  the  president. 

Public  considerations  alone  have  induced  the  secre- 
tary of  state  to  make  these  suggestions.  In  perform- 
ing this  duly,  he  need  scarcely  say  that  every  facili- 
ty for  this  purpose  will  most  cheerfully  be  aff"orded 
at  the  department  of  state  to  any  senator  who  may 
desire  to  peruse  the  despatches  of  Mr.  McLane. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 
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An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
treasury,  and  for  the  collection,  safe  keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  public  revenue: 
Wlureas,  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  the  treasury  department,"  ap- 
proveil  September  second,  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty-nine,  it  was  provided  that  it  should  be  the 
duly  of  the  treasurer  to  receive  and  keep  the  mo- 
neys of  the  United  States,  and  to  disburse  the  same 
upon  warrants  drawn  by  the  secretary,  countersign- 
ed by  the  comptroller,  and  recorded  by  the  register, 
and  not  otherwise;  and  whereas,  il  is  found  necessa- 
ry to  make  further  provisions  to  enable  the  treasurer 
the  better  to  carry  into  effect  the  intent  of  said  sec- 
tion in  relation  to  the  receiving  and  disbursing  the 
moneys  of  the  United  States:     Therefore — 

lie  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  liouse  of  representatives 
of  llie  United  State's  of  Jhnerica  in  congress  assembled, 
That  the  rooms  prepared  and  provided  in  the  new 
treasury  building  at  the  scat  of  goverment  for  the 
use  of  the  Ireasurer  of  the  United  States,  his  assist- 
ants, and  clerks,  and  occupied  by  them,  and  also  the 
fire  proof  vaults  and  safes  erected  in  said  rooms  for 
the  keeping  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  possession 
and  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  said  treasur- 
er, and  such  other  apartments  as  are  provided  for  in 
this  act,  as  places  of  de|iosil  of  the  public  money, 
are  hereby  constituted,  and  declared  to  be,  the  trea- 
sury of  the  United  Stales.  And  all  moneys  paid  in- 
to the  same  shall  be  subject  to  the  draft  of  the  trea- 
surer, drawn  agreeably  lo  appropriations  made  by 
law. 

Sec-  2.  .^11(1  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  mint  of 
the  United  Stales,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  branch  mint  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  and 
the  vaults  and  safes  thereof,  respectively,  shall  be 
places  of  dcposile  and  safe  keeping  of  the  public 
moneys  at  those  points,  respectively;  and  the  trea- 
surer of  the  said  mint  and  branch  mint,  respectively, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  be  assistant  treasuiers  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  shall  have  the  custody 
and  care  of  all  public  moneys  deposited  within  the 
same,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  required  to  be 
performed  by  them,  in  reference  to  the  receipt,  talc 


keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursements  of  all  such 
moneys,  according  to  the  provisions  hereinafter  con- 
tained. 

Sec-  3.  ^Qnd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  rooms 
which  were  directed  to  be  prepared  and  provided 
within  the  custom  houses  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
in  the  slate  of  New  York,  and  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
in  the  state  of  Massacliiiselts,  for  the  use  of  the  re- 
ceivers general  of  the  public  moneys,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
collection,  safe  keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenue,"  approved  July  fourth,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the 
assistant  treasurers  hereinafter  directed  to  be  ap- 
pointed at  those  places  respectively,  as  shall  also  be 
the  fire-poof  vaults  and  sales  prepared  and  provided 
wilhin  said  rooms  for  the  keeping  of  the  public  mo- 
neys collected  and  deposited  with  them,  respectively; 
and  the  assistant  treasurers,  from  time  to  time  ap- 
pointed at  those  points,  shall  have  the  custody  and 
care  of  the  said  rooms,  vaults,  and  safes,  respec- 
tively, and  of  all  the  public  money  doposiled  within 
the  same,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  required 
lo  be  performed  by  them,  in  reference  to  the  receipt, 
safe  keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  all  such 
moneys  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  .ind  be  it  Jurlher  enacted,  That  the  o£5ce3, 
with  suitable  and  convenient  rooms,  which  were  di- 
rected to  be  erected,  prepared, and  provided  for  the 
use  of  receivers  general  of  public  money,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  Stales,  at  the  city  of  Charles- 
Ion,  in  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and  at  the  city 
of  St.  Louis,  in  the  stale  of  Missouri,  under  the  act 
entitled  "An  acl  to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe 
keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
revenue,"  approved  July  fourth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty,  shall  be  for  ihe  use  of  the  assistant  trea- 
surers hereinafter  directed  to  be  appointed  at  the 
places  above  named;  as  shall  be  also  the  fire-proof 
vaults  and  safes,  erected  wilhin  the  said  offices  and 
rooms,  for  the  keeping  of  the  public  money  collect- 
ed and  deposited  at  those  puinls,  respectively;  and 
also  suitable  apartments,  wilh  fire-proof  vaults  and 
safes,  for  Ihe  keeping  of  the  public  money  collected 
and  deposited  at  Detroit,  shall  be  (riled  up  in  the 
building  belonging  lo  the  United  Slates,  in  that  city, 
for  the  use  of  the  assistant  treasurer  hereinafter  di- 
rected there  lo  be  appointed;  and  the  said  assistant 
treasurers,  from  time  lo  time  appointed,  at  those 
places,  shall  have  the  custody  and  care  of  the  said 
offices,  vaults,  and  safes,  erected, prepared,  and  pro- 
vided as  aforesaid,  and  of  all  the  public  moneys  de- 
posited within  the  same,  and  shall  perform  all  the 
duties  required  lo  be  performed  by  tliem,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  receipt,  sale  keeping,  transfer,  and  dis- 
bursement of  all  such  moneys,  according  lo  the  pro- 
visions hereinafter  contained. 

Sec.  5.  -Jiid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  presi- 
dent  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  wilh  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  appoint  four  officers,  lo  be  de- 
nominated assistant  treasurers  of  the  United  States, 
which  said  officers  shall  hold  their  respective  ofSces 
for  the  term  of  four  years,  unless  sooner  removed 
therefrom;  one  of  which  shall  be  located  at  the  city 
of  New  York,  in  the  slate  of  New  York;  one  other 
of  which  shall  be  located  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts;  one  other  of  which  shall 
be  located  at  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  slate  of 
Si'Uth  Carolina;  and  one  other  at  St.  Louis,  in  the 
stale  of  Missouri.  And  all  of  which  said  officers 
shall  give  bonds  to  Ihe  United  States,  wilh  sureties, 
according  to  the  provisions  hereinafter  contained,  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  respec- 
tive offices. 

Sec.  6.  ./Ind  be  il  further  eneiclcd,  That  the  treasur- 
er of  the  United  Stales,  the  Ireasurer  of  the  mint  of 
the  United  Stales,  the  treasurers  and  those  acting  as 
such,  of  the  various  branch  mints,  all  collectors  of 
the  customs,  all  surveyors  of  the  customs  acting  also 
as  collectors,  all  assistant  treasurers,  all  receivers  of 
the  public  moneys  at  the  several  land  offices,  all 
postmasters,  and  all  public  officers  of  whatsoever 
character,  be  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  keep 
safely  without  loaning,  using,  depositing  in  banks,  or 
exchanging  for  other  funds  than  is  allowed  by  this 
act,  all  Ihe  public  money  collected  liy  ILcm,  or  other- 
wise at  any  time  placed  in  their  possession  and  cus- 
tody, till  the  same  is  ordered  by  the  proper  depart- 
ment or  officer  of  the  go\  eminent,  to  be  transferred 
or  paid  out;  and  when  such  order  lor  transfer  or  pay- 
ment is  received,  faithfully  and  promptly  to  make 
the  same  as  directed, and  lo  do  and  perform  all  other 
duties  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  gorernmcnt  which  may 
be  imposed  by  this  or  any  other  acts  of  congress,  or 
by  any  regulation  of  the  treasury  department  made 
in  cunlbrmity  lo  law;  and  also,  lo  do  and  perform  all 
acts  and  duties  required  by  the  law,  or  by  direclion 
of  any  of  the  executive  departmeuls  of  ihe  govern- 
ment, as  agents  for  paying  pensions,  or  for  making 
any  other  disbursements  which  cither  of  the  headi 
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of  Ihose  departments  may  be  required  by  law  to 
make,  and  which  are  of  a  character  to  bo  made  by 
the  depositories  hereby  constituted  consistently  with 
the  other  olTicial  duties  imposed   upon  them. 

Sec.  7.  .IihI  be  il  fmlUcr  enacted,  Ttiat  the  trcasiir 
er  of  the  United  Slates,  the  treasiiier  of  the  rijiut  of 
the  United  Stales,  the  treasurer  of  branch  mint  at 
New  Orleans,  and  all  the  as-.istant  treasurers  here- 
inbefore directed  to  be  appointed,  shall  respectively 
give  bonds  to  the  United  Slates,  faithfully  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  accord- 
ing to  law,  and  for  such  amounts  as  shall  be  directed 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  sureties  to  the 
Eatisfaclion  of  the  solicilorof  the  treasury:  and  shall,  [ 
from  time  to  time,  renew,  strenglhen,  and  increase 
their  official  bonds,  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
may  direct;  any  law  in  reference  lo  any  of  the  offi- 
cial bonds  of  any  of  the  said  officers  lo  the  contrary  j 
notwilh-standini;. 

Sec.  8.  .liirf  be  it  further  ennded,  That  it  shall  bo 
the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  at  as  early 
a  day  as  possible  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  lo  re- 
quire from  the  several  depositaries  hereby  constitut- 
ed, and  whoso  ot!icial  bonds  arc  not  hereinbefore 
provided  for,  to  execute  bonds,  new  and  suitable  in 
their  terras,  lo  meet  the  new  and  increased  duties 
imposed  upon  them,  respectively,  by  this  act,  and 
with  sureties  and  in  sums  such  as  shall  seem  reason- 
able and  safe  to  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury;  and, 
from  time  lo  lime,  lo  require  such  bonds  to  be  re-  | 
newed  and  increased  in  amount,  and  strengthened  by  ' 
oew  sureties,  to  meet  any  increasing  responsibility 
which  may  grow  oul  of  accumulations  of  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  depositary,  or  out  of  any  other  duly 
or  responsibility  arising  under  this  or  any  other  law 
of  congress. 

Sec.  9.  ,,9nd  be  il  fiirllier  enacted,  That  all  collec- 
tors and  receivers  of  public  money,  of  every  cha- 
racter and  description,  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, shall,  as  frequently  as  Ihey  may  be  directed  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral, so  to  do,  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  U. 
Stales,  at  the  treasury,  all  public  moneys  collected 
by  them,  or  in  their  hands;  that  all  such  collectors 
and  receivers  of  public  moneys  within  the  cities  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  shall,  upon  the  same 
direction,  pay  over  to  the  treasurers  of  the  mints  in 
their  respective  cities,  at  the  said  mints,  all  public 
moneys  collected  by  them,  or  in  their  hands;  and  that 
all  such  collectors  and  receivers  of  public  moneys 
within  the  cities  of  New  York,  Boston,  Charleston, 
and  SI.  Louis,  shall,  upon  the  same  direction,  pay 
over  to  the  assistant  treasurers  in  their  respective 
cities,  at  their  offices,  respectively,  all  the  public 
moneys  collected  by  them,  or  in  their  hands,  to  be 
safely  kept  by  the  said  respective  depositaries  until 
otherwise  disposed  of  according  lo  law;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  said  secretary  and  postmaster  ge- 
neral respectively,  lo  direct  such  payments  by  the 
said  collectors  and  receivers  at  all  the  said  places,  at 
least  as  oflen  as  once  in  each  week,  and  as  much 
more  frequently,  in  all  cases,  as  they  in  their  discre- 
tion may  think  proper. 

Sec.  10.  .indbe  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  lor  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  transfer 
the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  any  depositary  hereby 
constituted  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  there  safely  kept,  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  Slates,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act;  and,  also  lo  transfer  moneys  in  the  hands  of 
any  one  depositary  constituted  by  this  act  lo  any 
other  depositary  consituted  by  the  same,  at  Ins  dis- 
cretion and  as  the  safety  of  the  public  moneys  and 
the  convenience  of  the  public  service  shall  seem  to 
hini  to  require;  which  authority  to  transfer  the  mo- 
neys belonging  lo  Ihe  post  office  department  is  also 
hereby  conferred  upon  the  postmaster  general,  so  far 
as  its  exercise  by  hira  may  be  consistent  with  the 
provisions  of  existing  laws;  and  every  depositary 
constituted  by  this  act  shall  keep  his  account  of  Ihc 
money  paid  lo  or  deposited  wiih  hira,  belonging  lo  the 
posi  office  department,  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
account  kept  by  hiin  of  olhcr  public  moneys  so  paid 
or  deposited.  And  for  the  purpose  of  payments  on 
the  public  account,  il  shall  be  lawful  for  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  lo  draw  upon  any  of  the 
said  depositaries,  as  he  may  think  most  conducive  to 
the  public  interests,  or  to  ihe  convenience  of  the 
public  creditors,  or  both.  And  each  depository  so 
drawn  upon  shall  make  returns  to  the  treasury  and 
post  olfice  dcparlinenls  of  all  money  received  and 
paid  by  him,  at  such  times  and  in  such  form  as  shall  be 
directed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  or  the  posl- 
)  master  general. 

Sec.  13.  ^Ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized lo  cause  examinations  to  be  made  of  the 
books,  accounts,  and  money  on  hand,  and  of  the  se- 
veral depositaries  constituted  by  this  act;  and  for 
that  purpose   lo  appoint  special   agents,  as  occasion 


may  require,  with  such  compensation,  not  exceeding  I 
six  dollars  per  day  and  travelling  expen«c3  as  he  may 
Ihink  leasonible,  to  be  fixed  and  declared  at  the 
time  of  each  appointment.  The  agents  selected  to 
moke  these  examinations  shall  be  inslrucled  to  ex- 
amine as  well  the  books,  acconnls,  and  returns  of 
the  officer,  as  the  money  on  hand,  and  the  manner  of 
i's  being  kept,  lo  the  end  that  uniformity  and  accu- 
racy in  the  accounts,  as  well  as  safety  to  the  public 
moneys,  may  be  secured  thereby. 

Sec.  13.  .Indbeit  further  enacted,  That  in  addition 
to  the  examination  provided  for  in  the  last  preced- 
ing section,  and  as  a  further  guard  over  the  public 
moneys,  il  shall  be  the  duly  of  each  naval  officer  and 
surveyor,  as  a  cheek  upon  Ihe  assistant  treasurer,  or 
the  collector  of  the  customs,  of  their  respective  dis- 
tricts; of  each  register  of  a  land  office,  as  a  check 
upon  the  receiver  of  his  land  office;  and  of  the  di- 
rector and  superintendent  of  each  mint  and  branch 
mint,  when  separate  offices,  as  a  check  upon  Ihe 
treasurers  respectively,  of  the  said  mints,  or  the 
persons  acting  as  such,  at  the  close  of  each  quarter 
of  the  year,  and  as  much  more  frequently  as  Ihey 
shall  be  directed  by  Ihc  sectretary  of  Ihe  treasury  lo 
do  so,  to  examine  the  books,  accounts,  returns,  and 
money  on  hand,  of  the  assistant  treasurers,  collec- 
tors, receivers  of  land  offices,  treasurers  of  the  mint  | 
and  each  branch  mint,  and  persons  acting  as  such; 
and  to  make  a  full,  accurate,  and  faithful  return  to 
the  treasury  depaitmenl  of  their  condilion.  [ 

Sec.  14.  .ind  be  il  farther  enacted.  That  the  said  I 
officers,  respectively,  whose  duty  it  is  made,  by  this  I 
act,  to  receive,  keep,  and  dis'.iurse  the  public  mo- j 
neys,  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  may  be 
allowed  any  necessary  additional  expenses  for  clerks, 
fire- proof  chests  or  vaults,  or  other  necessaiy  ex- 
penses of  safe  keeping,  transferring,  and  disbursing 
said  moneys;  all  such  expenses  of  every  character  j 
to  be  first  expressly  authorized  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  whose  directions  upon  all  the  above 
subjects,  by  way  of  regulation  and  otherwise,  so  far 
as  authorized  by  law,  are  to  be  strictly  followed  by 
all  the  said  officers:  Provided,  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  clerks  lo  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  sec- 
tion of  this  act  shall  not  exceed  sixteen;and  that  the  | 
aggregate  compensations  of  Ihe  whole  number  shall ! 
not  exceed  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  nor  shall  the  j 
compensation  of  any  one  clerk  so  appointed  exceed 
one  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  [ 

Sec.  15.  .'Indbe  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secre-  ! 
tary  of  the  treasury  may,  at  his  discretion,  transfer  j 
the  balances  remaining  wilh  any  of  the  present  de- 
positaries, as  he  may  deem  the  safely  of  the  public  I 
money  or  the  public  convenience  may  require:  Pro-  ' 
vided.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed 
as  lo  authorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  trans-  | 
fer  the  balances  remaining  with  any  of  the  present  | 
depositaries,  to  the  depositaries  constituted  by  this 
act,  before  the  first  day  of  January  next.  And  pro-  ' 
vided  that,  for  the  purpose  of  payments  of  public 
account,  out  of  balances  remaining  with  the  present 
depositaries,  it  shall  bo  lawful  for  Iho  treasurer  of 
the  United  Stales  to  draw  upon  any  of  the  said  de- 
positaries as  he  may  think  most  conducive  to  the 
public  interest,  or  to  the  convenience  of  the  public 
creditors,  or  both. 

Sec.  16.  .Ind  be  it  furllier  enacted.  That  all  mar- 
shals, district  attorneys,  and  others   having  public 
money  to  pay  to  the  United  Slates,  and  all  patentees 
wishing  to  make  payment  for  patents  to  be  issued, 
may  pay  all  such  moneys  to  the  treasurer  of  the  U. 
States,  to  the  treasurer  of  either  of  Ihe  mints  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, or  New  Orleans,  to  cilher  of  the  other  as- 
sistant treasurers,  or  to  such  oilier  depositary  con- 
stituted Dy  this  act  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  sec- 
retary  of  the   treasury  in   other  parts  of  the  United 
Slates   lo  receive  such   payments,  and  give  receipts 
I  or  certificats  of  deposile  Iherefor. 
j       Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  officers 
and  other  per>ons  charged    by  this  or    any  other  act 
with  the  safe  keeping,  transfer,  and  dibbursement  of 
the  public  moneys,  other  than   those  connected  wilh 
;  the  post   office   deparlmcnl,  are   hereby   required  to 
keep  an  accurate  entry  of  each  sum  received,  and  of 
each  payment  or  transfer,  and  that  if  any  one  of  the 
i  said  officers  or  of  those  connected  wilh  the  post  of 
j  flee  department,  shall  convert  to  his  own  use,  in  any 
way  v^  hatevcr,  or  shall   use,  by   way  of  investment 
■  in    any    kind   of  properly   or  merchandise,  or  shall 
i  loan,  with  or  without   interest,  or  shall  deposile  in 
i  any  bank,  or  shall  exchange   for  other  funds  except 
I  as  allowed  by  this  act,  any  portion  of  the  public  mo- 
j  neys  entrusted  to  him  for  safe  keeping,  disbursement, 
transfer,  or  for   any   other  purpose,  every  such  act 
shall  be   deemed  and  adjudged   lobe  an  embezzle- 
]  ment  of  so  much  of  Ihc  said  moneys  as  shall  be  thus 
taken,  converted,  invested,  used,  loaned,  deposited, 
;  or  exchanged,  which  is  hereby  declared   lo  be   a  fe- 
I  lony;  and  any  failure  to  pay  over  or  to  produce  the 
I  public  moneya  enlruatcdtosuch  person  .-hall  bo  held 


and  taken  to  bo  prima  facie  evidence  of  such  em- 
bezzlement; and  if  any  officer  charged  with  the  dii- 
hursement  of  public  moneys  shall  accept  or  receive, 
or  transmit  to  Iho  treasury  department  to  be  allow- 
ed in  his  favor,  any  receipt  or  voucher  from  a  cre- 
ditor of  Iho  United  States,  without  having  paid  to 
such  creditor  in  such  funds  as  the  said  officer  may 
have  received  for  disbursement,  or  such  other  funds 
as  he  may  be  authorized  by  this  acl  to  lake  in  ex- 
change, the  full  amount  specified  in  such  receipt  or 
voucher,  every  such  act  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  con- 
version by  such  officer  to  his  own  use  of  the  amount 
specified  in  such  receipt  or  voucher;  and  any  officer 
or  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  all  persona  advis- 
ing or  participating  in  such  act,  being  convicted 
thereof,  before  any  court  of  the  United  States  of 
competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  sentenced  to  impri- 
sonment for  a  term  of  not  less  than  six  inontha  nor 
more  than  ten  years,  and  to  a  fine  equal  to  Iho 
amount  of  the  money  embezzled. 

Sec.  18.  .^ndbe  it  further  enacted,  That  until  the 
rooms,  offices,  vanlls,  and  safes,  directed  by  Ihc  first 
four  sections  of  this  act  to  be  constructed  and  pre- 
pared for  the  use  of  the  treasurer  of  Ihe  U.  Slates, 
the  treasurers  of  the  mints  at  Philadelphia  and  New 
Orleans,  and  the  assistant  treasurers  at  New  York, 
Boston,  Charleston,  Detroit,  and  St.  l..ouis  can  bo 
con'^tructcd  and  prepared  for  use,  it  shall  bo  the  duty 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  procure  suitable 
rooms  for  offices  for  those  officers  al  llieir  respcclive 
locations,  and  to  contract  for  such  use  of  vaults  and 
safes  as  may  be  required  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  moneys  in  the  charge  and  custody  of  those 
officers,  respectively;  and  the  expenses  to  be  paid  by 
the  United  Stales. 

.^iiif  whereas,  by  the  thirtieth  section  of  the  act  en- 
titled "An  act  lo  regulate  the  collection  of  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels, 
and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  inlo 
the  United  States,"  and  approved  July  Ihrity-one, 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  nine,  il  was  provided 
that  all  fees  and  dues  collected  by  virtue  of  Ihat  act 
should  be  received  in  gold  and  silver  coin  only;  and 
whereas  also,  by  Ihe  fifth  section  of  the  act  approv- 
ed IVIay  tenth,  eighteen  hundred, entitled  ".\n  acl  to 
amend  the  act  entitled  'An  act  providing  for  Ihe  sale 
of  the  lands  of  the  United  Stales  in  the  lerritory 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Ihe 
Kentucky  river,'"  it  was  provided  that  payment  for 
the  said  lands  shall  be  made  by  all  purchasers  in 
specie,  or  in  evidences  of  the  public  debt;  and  where- 
as experience  has  proved  that  said  provisions  ought 
lo  be  revived  and  enforced,  according  to  the  true  and 
wise  intent  of  the  constiinlion  of  the  United  Slates — 

Sec.  19.  .Indbe  it  further  enacted.  That  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-seven,  and  thereafter,  all  duties,  taxes,  sales 
of  public  lands,  debts,  and  sums  of  money  accruing 
or  becoming  due  to  the  United  Slates,  and  also  all 
sums  due  for  postages,  or  otherwise,  to  the  general 
post  office  department,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver coin  only. 

Sec.  20.  .InJ  be  il  further  enacted,  That  on  the  first 
day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty. seven,  and 
thereafter,  every  officer  or  agent  engaged  in  making 
disbursements  on  account  of  the  United  Stales,  or 
of  the  general  post  office,  shall  make  all  paymenl.-i 
in  gold  and  silver  coin  only;  and  any  receiving  or 
disbursing  officer  or  agent  who  shall  neglect,  evade, 
or  violate  the  provisions  of  this  and  the  last  preced- 
ing section  of  this  act,  shall,  by  the  secretary  of  Ihe 
treasury  be  immediately  reported  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  facts  of  such  neglect, 
evasion,  or  violation;  and  also  to  congress,  if  in  ses- 
sion; and  if  not  in  session,  at  the  commencement  of 
its  session  next  after  the  violation  takes  place. 

Sec  01.  .^nd  be  il  further  eni:ctcd,  TU-i{  no  exchange 
of  funds  shall  be  made  by  any  disbursing  officers  or 
agents  of  the  government,  of  any  grade  or  denomi- 
nation whatsoever,  or  conneeted  wilh  ariy  braneh  of 
the  public  service,  other  than  an  exchange  for  gold 
and  silver,  and  every  such  disbursing  ofii-^er  shall 
make  his  payments  in  the  money  so  furnished,  or 
when  those  means  for  his  disbursements  arc  furnish- 
e  J  lo  him  in  gold  and  silver,  shall  make  his  p.iyments 
in  the  money  so  furnished;  or  when  those  means  are 
furnished  to  him  in  draft*,  shall  cause  those  drafts 
■  to  be  presented  al  their  place  of  payment,  and  pro- 
!  perly  paid  according  to  the  law;  and  shall  make  his 
'  payments  in  the  money  so  received  for  the  drafts 
j  furnished,  unless  in  such  case  he  can  exchange  the 
[  means  in  his  hands  for  gold  and  silver  al  par.  And 
It  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  made  the  duty  of  Ihc  head 
'  of  the  proper  department  immediately  lo  suspend 
I  from  duly  any  disbursing  oflicer  who  shall  violate 
!  the  provisions  of  this  section,  and  forlhwitli  to  re- 
port the  name  of  the  officer  or  agent  to  the  president, 
wilh  the  fact  of  the  violation,  and  all  the  circum- 
stances accompanying  the  same  and  wiilun  the 
]  knowledge   of  Ihe   said   -secretary,   to    the  end  that 
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9iich   officer   or  age 


rit   mav   be  promptly  removed  I  improvement   within  the   slates,   or  to  appropriate 
•ed  to  his  trust  and  the  perform-    money  from   the   treasury   for  that   purpose.     That 

'lis   bill    assumes  for   l'^'    '•j-— i    „...,~.«t   iv,» 

gilt  to  exercise  power, 


f  (K„.   „n  roctnrpd  to  his  trust  and  the  perlorm-    money  irom   uie    ireasurj    lui    ma.    |,>^.,.^^.-.      i..-- 

:r:fh^^u:r:^ll^e;esideotrnaysLm^justltMs_bm^.sun^^ 


nnd  rroner  Provided,  however,  that  these  disburs-  i  right  to  exercise  power,  cannot,  l  minn,  oe  aouuieo. 
Lz  officer  'having,  at  present,  credits  in  the  banlcs,  ]  The  approved  cour.e  o  the  government,  and  the 
ZaII  unt  the  firs  day  of  January  next,  be  allowed  !  deliberately  espressed-judgment  of  the  people,  have 
„  c  'eck  on    he  same,'allowing  tl  e  public  creditors    denied  the  existence  of  such  ^P-yer  tinder  the  con- 


:°  re^':;!.::::;:;^:^::";:^"^;;;^  ^^her  m  V;;;;;;  jsUtu;^.-  Severa,  of   my  predecessors  have   denied 
0    bank  notes  •  ''*  existence  m  the  most  solemn  forms. 

Sec.  22.  Jtid  be  i(  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  The  general  proposition  that  the  federal  govern- 
the  duly  nf  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  issue  |  nient  does  not  possess  this  power  is  so  well  settled, 
and  publish  regulations  to  enforce  the  speedy  pre-  and  has  for  a  considerable  period  been  so  generally 
sentalion  of  all  government  drafts  for  thr;  payment  acquiesced  in,  that  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  rei- 
at  the    place    where    payable,  and    to   prescribe  the    terate  the  arguments  by  which   it  is  sustained.     Nor 

time    according  to  the  different   dislances  of  the  de-    ,lo  1  deem  it  necessary,  after  the  full    and  elaborale  i  ["^.      ■  .   .        ■  ,    ,   „  .-, ,    ,„■,,    r„r»,o-,  ^r,^ 

;'.^r,;rfrtrthe  seat  of  governme,.,  within  which  I  discussions  which  have  taL-en  place  bef^^^^^ 

:ommercial 

line  beyond 

the  fede- 


ocean  and  lake  shores,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering 
our  navigation  safe  and  easy,  and  of  affording  pro- 
tection and  shelter  for  our  navy  and  other  shipping. 
These  are  safeguards  placed  in  existing  channels  of 
navigation.  After  the  long  acquiescence  of  the  go- 
vornmenl  through  all  preceding  administrations,  I 
am  not  disposed  to  question  or  disturb  the  authority 
to  make  appropriations  for  such  purposes. 

When  we  advance  a  step  beyond  this  point,  and, 
in  addition  to  the  establishment  and  support,  by  ap- 
propriations from  the  treasury,  of  lighthouses,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  piers  and  other  improvements  within 
the  bays,  inlets,  and  harbors  on  our  ocean  and  lake 
coasts   immediately   connected     with    foreign   com- 

erce,  and  attempt  to  make  improvements  in  the  in- 


of  the   treasury   to  guard,  as  far   as  may  be,  against    

those  drafts  being  used  or  thrown  into  circulation  as  |  ^y^jj  only,  as  are  expressly  granted   in    the   constilu 
a  paper  currency  or  medium  of  excliange  '  ...... 

Sec.  23.  .Ind'b 
ant  treasurers  di 
shall  receive,  respectively,  the  follov/ing  salar 


One  of  my  predecessors,  who  saw  the  evil  conse- 
quences of  Ihe  system  proposed  to  be  revived  by  this 
properly  incident  to  the  expressly  grant- 1  bill,  attempted  to  define  this  line  by  declaring  that 
ic  it  further  enacted,  That  the  assist-  I  ^'j  po^.ers,  and  necessary  to  their  execution.  In  de-  i  "expenditures  of  this  character"  should  be  "confin- 
rected  by  this  act  to  be  appointed  j  terininin'  whether  a  given  power  has  been  granted,  .  ed  below  the  ports  of  entry  or  delivery  established 
hall  receive,  respectively,  the  following  salaries  per  j  3  5^,^,^^^  °ule  of  construction  has  been  laid  down  by  ;  by  law!"  Acting  on  this  reslrictioii,  he  withheld  his 
iiiium,  10  be  paid  quarter-yearly  at  the  treasury  ofj  j.,]^^  Madison.  That  rule  is,  that  "whenever  aques-  ,  sanction  from  a  bill  which  had  passed  congress  "to 
of  United  States,  to  wit:  the  assistant  treasurer  atj  ^-^^  g^j^g^  concerning  a  particular  power,  the  first  |  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  river."  He 
New  York  shall  be  paid  a  salary  of  four  thousand  1  n,jesiion  is  whether  the  power  be  expressed  in  the  ,  was  at  tlie  same  tune  "sensible  that  this  restriction 
dollars  per  annum;  Ihe  assistant  treasurer  at  Boston  oonslitution.  If  it  be,  the  question  is  decided.  If  it  i  was  not  as  satisfactory  as  could  be  desired,  and  that 
shall  hp  paid  a  salary  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  !  (^^  ^^j  expressed,  the  next  inquiry  must  be,  whether    much  embarrassment  may  be  caused  to  the  executive 

'"'""'■les- I  it  is   properly  an    incident   to  an    expressed    power,  |  department   in  its   execution,  by  appropriations  for 

'^"'''"  I  and  necessary  to  its  execution.     If   it  be,  it  may  be  :  remote  and   not  well  understood  objects."     This  re- 

'    exercised'  by  congress;  if   it  be  not,  congress  cannot  !  striction,  it  was  soon  found,  was  subject  to  be  evad- 

exercise  it  "     lt°s  not  pretended   Ihat  there  is  any  j  ed,  and  rendered  comparatively  useless  in  checking 


dollars  per  annurajthe  assistant  treasurer  at  Cha 
ton  shall  be  paid  a  salary  of  two  thousand  five 
dred  dollars   per  annum;   Ihe  assistant  treasurer  ai 
St.   Louis,  shall    be    paid  a   salary  of  two  thousand 
dollars  per  annum;  the  treasurer  at  the  mint  of  Phi- 
ladelphia shall,  in  addition  to  liis  present  salary,  re- 


express  grant  in  the  constitution  conferring  on  con- 1  the  system  of  improvements  which  it  was  designed 
gress  the  power  in  question.  Is  it  then  an  incidental '  to  arrest,  in  consequence  of  the  facility  with  which 
nower    necessary   and   proper   for  the   execution  of  1  ports  of  entry   and   delivery  may  be  established  by 


ceive  five  hundred  dollars  annually,  for  the  perform       ,....,. .^.^    _.._   ,-.-r--    --        -  i-  -  - 

ance  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act;  the  treasurer  I  g^y  ^f  ^h,.  granted  powers?     All  the  granted  powers,     law  upon  the  upper  waters,  and  in  some  instances, 
of  the  branch   mint  at  New  Orleans  shall  also  re-  [  ,,  ,5  confidently  affirmed,  may  be  effectually  execut-  |  almost  at  the  head  springs  of  some  ol  the  most  un- 
e  five  hundred  dollars  annually,  for  the  addilion-  j  ^,1  wUhout  the  aid   of  such  an  incident.     "A  power  ,  important  of  our  rivers,  and   at  points  on  our  coast 


al  duties  created  by  this  act;  and  these  salaries  re-  '  (g  j^g  incidental  must  not  be  exercised  for  ends  which 
speciively,  shall  be  in  full  for  ihe  services  of  the  I  ^lake  it  a  principal  or  substantive  power,  indepen- 
respective  officers,  nor  shall  either  of  them  be  per-  j  j^ni  ^f  jhe  principal  power  to  which  this  is  an  inci- 
milled  to  charge  or  receive  any  com  nission,  pay,  or  I  dent."  It  is  not  enough  that  it  may  be  regarded  by 
perquisite,  for  any  official  service,  of  any  character  ' 
or  description  whatsoever;  and  the  making  of  any 
such  charge,  or  the  receipt  of  any  such  compensa- 
tion, is  hereliy  declared  to  be  a  misdemeanor,  for 
which  the  officer  convicted  thereof,  before  any  court 
of  the  United  Stales,  of  competent  jurisdiction, 
shall  be  subject  to  punishment  by  fine  or  imprison- 
ment, or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before 
which  Ihe  offence  shall  be  tried. 

Sec.  24.  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be,  and  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
the  sum  of  Iv'.elve  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended, 
under  the  direction  of  Ihe  secretary  of  the  treasury  in 
such  repairs  or  additions  as  may  be  necessary  to  put 
in  good  condition  for  use,  with  as  little  delay  as  may 
be  consistent  with  the  public  interests,  the  offices, 
rooms,  vaults,  and  safes  herein  mentioned,  and  in  the 
purchase  of  necessary  additional  furniture  and  fix- 
lures,  in  the  purchase  of  necessary  books  and  sta- 
tionery, and  iu  defraying  any  other  incidental  ex- 
penses necessary  to  carry  this  act  into  effect. 

Sec.  25.  ^iirf  be  it  furllter  enacted,  Thai  all  acts  or 
part  of  acts  which  come  in  conflict  with  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

[The  bill  also  provides  for  a  quarterly  publication 
of  the  stale  of  llie  sub-treasuries  and  the  treasury, 
specie  on  hand,  drafts  out,  Stc] 
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congress  as  convenient,  or  that  its  exercise  would  ad 
Vance  the  public  weal.  It  must  be  necessary  and 
■proper  to  the  execution  of  the  principal  expressed 
power  to  which  this  is  an  incident,  and  vvilhout 
which  such  principal  power  cannot  be  carried  into 
effect.  The  whole  frame  of  the  federal  constitution 
proves  that  the  government  which  it  creates  was  in- 
tended to  be  one  of  limited  and  specified  powers. — 
A  conslruclion  of  the  constilulion  so  broad  as  that 
by  which  the  power  in  question  is  defended,  tends 
imperceptibly  to  a  consolidation  of  power  in  a  go- 
vernment intended  by  its  framers  to  be  thus  limited 
in  its  authority.  "  The  obvious  tendency  and  inevi- 
table result  of  the  consolidation  of  the  states  into  one 
sovereignty  would  be  lo  transform  the  republican 
system  of  the  United  States  into  a  monarchy."  To 
guard  against  the  assumption  of  all  powers  which 
encroach  upon  the  reserved  sovereignty  of  the  states, 
and  which  consequently  tend  to  coiisolidation,  is  the 
duty  of  all  the  true  friends  of  our  political  system. 
That  the  power   in  question  is  not  properly  an  in 


posse-sing  no  commercial  importance,  and  not  used 
as  places  of  refuge  and  safety  by  our  navy  and  other 
shipping.  iMany  of  the  ports  of  entry  now  authorised 
by  law,  so  far  as  foreign  commerce  is  concerned, 
exists  only  in  the  statute  books.  No  entry  of  foreign 
goods  is  ever  made,  and  no  duties  are  collected  at 
them.  No  exports  of  American  products,  bound  for 
foreign  countries,  ever  clear  from  them.  To  assume 
that  Iheir  existence  in  the  stalute  books  as  ports  of) 
entry  or  delivery  warrant  expenditures  on  the  wa- 
ters leading  to  them,  which  would  be  otherwise  un- 
authorised, would  be  to  assert  the  proposition  that  * 
the  law  making  power  may  engraft  new  provisi"DS 
on  the  constitution.  ]f  the  restriction  be  a  sound 
one,  it  can  only  apply  to  the  bays,  inlets  and  rivers 
connected  with  or  leading  to  such  ports  as  actually 
have  foreign  commerce;  ports  at  which  foreign  im- 
portations arrive  in  bulk,  paying  the  duties  charged 
by  law,  and  from  which  exports  are  made  to  foreiga 
countries.  It  will  bo  found  by  applying  the  restric- 
tion thus  understood  to  the  bill  under  consideration, 
that  it  contains  appropriations  for  more  than  twenty 
objects  of  internal  improvement,  called  in  the  bill 
harbors,  at  places  which  have  never  been  declared 
by  law  either  ports  of  entry  or  delivery,  and  at  which, 


cident  to  any  of  the  granted  powers,  1  am  fully  sa-  as  appears  from  the  records  of  the  treasury,  there 
tisfied;  but,  if  there  were  doubts  on  this  subject,  ex-  \  never  has  been  an  arrival  of  foreign  merceanhise, 
perience  has  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  the  rule  j  and  from  which  there  never  has  been  a  vessel  clear- 
that  all  the  functionaries  of  the  federal  government  1  ed  for  a  foreign  country.  It  will  be  lound  that  many  | 
should  abstain  from  the  exercise  of  all  questionable  of  those  works  ;.re  new,  and  at  places  for  the  im- 
or  doubtlul  powers.  If  an  enlargement  of  the  pow-  I  provement  of  which  appropriations  are  now  for  the 
era  of  the  federal  government  should  l;e  deemed  pro      '     "  •'  ' 


VETO    MESSAGE    OF    THE    PRESIDENT. 

If'ns/iingfon,  Augml  3,  1S46. 
To  the  liouse  of  reprcsenlative^: 

1  have  considered  tlie  bill  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  certain  har- 
bors and  rivers"  with  the  care  whicli  its  importance 
demands,  and  return  the  same  to  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, in  which  it  originated,  with  my  objec 
tions  to  its  becoming  a  law.   Tlie  bill  proposes  to  ap 


per.  It  IS  safer  and  wiser  to  appeal  to  the  slates  and 
the  people  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  conslitu- 
lion.  It  congress  docs  not  possess  the  general  power 
lo  coiislrucl  works  of  internal  improvement  within 
the  stales,  or  lo  appropriate  money  from  the  treasu- 
ry for  that  purpose,  what  is  there  to  exempt  some  at 


first  lime  proposed.  It  will  be  found  also  Ihat  Ihei  | 
bill  contains  appropriations  for  rivers  upon  which 
there  exists  no  foreign  cummcrce,  but  upon  which 
there  lias  not  been  established  even  a  paper  port  ol 
entry,  and  for  the  mouths  of  creeks,  denominated 
harbois,  which  if  impro\ed  can  benefit  only  Ihe  pat' 
licular  neighborhood  in  which  they  are  situated.     It 


proprialo   one   million  three  hundred   and   seventy-  j  cinle,  il  is  not   perceived,  and  should   be  clearly  de 


least  of  the  objects  of  appropriation  included  in  Ihis  !  will    be   found,   loo,    lo    contain   appropriations    Iht 

hill  from   the   operation    of   the  general    rule?     This'  '  "''   -'-"'■■•■■"-••'-    ^~--  •^-   „»-.„.  „i 

bill  assumes  the  exercise  of  the  power,  and  in  some 

of  Us  provisions   asserts   Ihe  principal  that  congress 

may  exercise  it  as  fully  as  though  the  appropriations 

which  il  proposes  were  applicable  to  the  construction 

of  roads  and  canals.  If  there  be  a  distinction  in  prin- 


eighl  Ihou-and  four  hundred  and  filly  dollars,  lo  be 
applied  lo  mure  than  forty  distinct  and  separate  ob- 
jects of  iniprovenient.  On  examining  its  jn'ovisions, 
and  the  variety  of  objects  ol  improvement  which  il 
embraces,  many  of  Ihcm  of  a  local  character,  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive,  if  il  shall  be  sanctioned  and  be- 
come a  law,  what  practical  cunstilulional  restraint 
can  herealler  bo  imposed  upon  the  most  extended 
systom  of  inleriial  improvements  by  the  federal  go- 
vcinmint  in  all  (lurls  of  the  union.  I'he  constiluliou 
has  lot,  in  my  judgment,  conferred  upon  the  federal 
govciiimenl  the  power  lo  construct  works  of  internal 


expenditures  of  which  will  only  have  the  elfect  ol 
Hnpro\ing  one  place  at  Ihe  expense  of  the  local  !!»■ 
tural  advantages  of  another  in  its  vicinity.  Shouh 
this  bill  become  a  law  the  same  principle  which  au 
Ihorises  the  appropriations  which  il  proposes  ti 
make,  would  also  authorise  similar  appropriation 
for  Ihe  improvement  of  all  Ihe  olhcr  bajs,  inlels  am 
creeks  which  may  with  equal  propriety  be  callei 
harbors,  and  of  nil  the  rivers,  iiuporlant  or  unira 
porlanl,  in  every  part  of  the  union.  To  sanction  Ih 
hill  with  such  provisions,  would  be  lo  concede  Ih 
principle  that  the  federal  government  possesses  th 
power  lo  expend  the  public  money  in  a  geners 
system  of  internal  improvements,  limited  in  ils  es 
lent  only  by  the  ever  varying  direction  of  successiv 
congresses  and  successive  executives.     It   would  b 


filled.  Some  ol  the  objects  of  appropriation  con- 
tained in  this  bill  arc  local  in  their  character  and  lie 
within  the  limits  of  a  single  stale;  and  though,  in  the 
la.iguage  of  the  bill,  they  are  called  harbors,  they  are 
not  connected  with  foreign  commerce,  nor  are  they 
places  of  refuge  or  shelter  for  our  navy  or  commer- 
cial marine  on  the  ocean  or  lakes.  To  call  the 
nioulh  of  a  creek,  or  a  shallow  iiilel  on  our  coast,  a 
harbor,  cannot   confer  the  authority  lo  <;xpciid   the  , 

money  ill  lis  improvement.     Congress  have  excrcis-  I  to  etface  and  remove  the   liiuilations  and  rcslrioiioc 
■      •  f  power  which  the  constitution  has  wisely  providec^' 


;d  the  power  coeval  with  the  constitution  of  ostab- 
lishing  lighthouses,  bcacous,  buoys,  and  piers  on   our  | 


to   limit   Iho   authority  and   action    of  the   feden  ' 
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government  to   a     few    well   defined   and   speciBed 

objects.    Besides  these  objections,  the  practical  evils 

^  which  must   aow  from  the  exercise,  on    Ihe  part  of 

I  the   federal  Kovernmenf,  of  Ihe   powers  asserted  in 

this  bill,  impes-es   my  mind  wilh  a  grave  sense  of 

.  my  uuty   lo  avert  Ilium  from  Ihe  cnuntry,  as  far  as 

■  my  uonslilulional  action  may  enable  me  to  do  so. 

It  not  only  leads  lo  a  consolidation  of  power  in 

the  federal  government  at  the  expense  of  Iha  ri-htful 

authority  of  Ihe  slates,  but  ils  inevitable  tendency  h 

lo  embrace  objects  for  ihc  espenjiture  of  Ihe  public 

money  which  are  local  in  lhci|i  character,  benefiling 

but  few  at  Ihe  expense  of  tire   common  treasury  of 

the  whole.     Il  will  engender  sectional  feelings  and 

prejii.aces   calculated  to  disturb  Ihe  harmony °of  the 

union.     It  will   destroy  Ihe  harmony  which  should 

prevail  in  our  legislative  councils. 

Il  will  produce  combinations  of  local  and  sectional 
interests,  strong  enough,  when  united,  to  carry  pro- 
,  positions  for  appropriations  of  public  money  which 
coulo  not  of  themselves  and  standing  alone  succeed, 
and  cannot  fail  lo  lead  to  wasteful  and  estraviKanl 
expenditures.  ° 

Il  must  produce  a  disreputable  scramble  for  the 
public  money,  but  the  conflict  which  is  inseperable 
liim  such  a  system,  between  local  and  individual 
interests  and  the  general  interests  of  Ihe  whole,  li 
IS  unjust  to  ihose  slates  which  have  with  their  own 
means  conslrucled  their  own  internal  improvements, 
to  iiiLike  from  the  common  treasury  approprialiuns 
(or  similar  improvements  in  other  states. 

In  us  operation  il  will  be  oppressive  and  uuiusl 
tm-.ords  Ihose  stales  whose  representalives  and  peo- 
ple eiiher  deny  or  doubt  the  existence  of  the  power 
orll.ink  us  exercise  inexpedient,  and  who,  while 
the}  equally  contribute  to  Ihe  treasury,  cannot  con- 
sibUnily  wiih  their  opinions  engage  in  the  general 
competition  for  a  sh:,re  of  the  public  money.  Thus 
a  large  portion  of  Ihe  uniou,  in  numbers  and  geo- 
graphical e.Ment,  conlributc  its  equal  priporlion  of 
taxes  lo  Ihe  support  of  Hie  government,  would,  under 
he  eperalion  of  such  a  system,  be  compelled  to  see 
the  national  treasure— the  common  stock  of  all— 
unequally  disbursed  and  often  improvidently  wasted 
for  the  advantage  of  small  sections,  instead  of  being 
applied  lo  the  greet  national  purposes  in  which  all 
have  a  common  interest,  and  for  which  alone  Ihe 
power  to  colled  the  levenue  was  given.  Should 
Uie  system  ot  internal  improvements  proposed  pre 
vail,  all  these  evils  will  multiply  an  1  Inc^ase  with 
the  increase  ol  ihe  number  of  Ihe  slates  and  Ihe 
eslension  of  ihe  geographical  limits  of  the  settled 
Jortions  ol  our  country.  With  the  increase  of  our 
numbers  and  ihe  exiensicn  of  our  settlemenls,  Ihe 
local  objects  demanding  appropriations  of  the  public 
IDOney  lor  their  improvemenl  will  be  proporlionably 
increased.  In  each  case  Ihe  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  would  confer  benefits,  direct  or  indi 
reel,  only  on  a  section,  while  these  sections  would 
jecome  dally  less  in  comparison  with  Ihe  whole. 

1  he  wisdom  of  the  fraraers  of  the  constitution,  in 
wilhho.dmg  po.^  er  over  such  objects  from  Ihe  federal 
;overnmenl,  and  leaving  Ihtm  lo  the  local  govern- 
nenls  ol  the  slates,  becomes  more  and  more  manifes* 
Tith  every  years'  experience  of  Ihe  operations  of  our 
yslem. 

In  a  conntry  of  limited  extent,  with  but  few  such 
)bjecls  of  expenditure,  (if  ihe  form  of  governmenl 
lermilled  ii;,  a  common  treasury  might  be  used  for 
heir  improvement  wilh  much  less  inenualitj  and 
njustice  than  in  cne  of  the  vast  extent  which  ours 
low  presents  in  population  ard  lerrilory.  The  trea- 
ury  ol  the  world  uould  hardly  he  equal  lo  Ihe  im- 
Tovement  of  every  bay,  mlel,  creek,  and  river  in 
ur  country  which  might  be  supposed  to  promote  the 
grieultural,  n.anufacturing,  or  commercial  interests 
I  a  neighborhood. 

The  federal  constitution  was  wisely  adapted  in  its 
rovisicns  to  any  expansion  of  our  limits  and  popula- 
onj  and  with  ihe  advance  of  Ihe  conUderacy  of 
ates  in  the  c;,rcer  cf  national  greatness,  it  becomes 
le  more  apparel  t  jal  the  harmony  of  the  union,  ond 
e  equal  justice,  o  which  ail  its  parts  are  enlitled, 
iquire  Ihat  the  federal  governmenl  should  confine 
s  action  wilhuj  the  li  mils  prescribed  by  the  con- 
ilulien  to  Us  power  ai.d  authoiity.  .So,„e  of  the 
•OTisiona  of  this  bill  are  not  subject  to  Ihe  obiec- 
ODS  Slated,  and  did  they  stand  alone  I  should  not 
el  It  to  be  my  duty  to  withhold  my  approval  I 

If  noconslitulional  objteliuns  existed  lo  the  bill 
lere  are  others  of  a  serious  nature  which  deserve 
me  consideralion.  li  appropriates  between  one 
Id  two  millions  of  dollars  for  objects  which  are  of 
>  pressing  necessity;  and  Ihis  is  proposed  at  a  time 
hen  Ihe  country  is  engaged  in  a  foreign  war,  and 
ben  congress  at  ils  present  session  has  authorised 
loan  or  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  to  defray  Ihe 
penses  of  Ihe  war,  !o  be  resorted  to  if  the  ■•exi- 
ncies  of  the  government  =!.j,:  require  it."  li 
3Uld  seem  lo  be  the  diclaie  of  wisdom,  under  sue! 
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circumslaeces,  to  husband  our  means,  and  not  to 
vvaste  them  on  apparanlly  unimportant  objects,  so 
that  we  may  reduce  the  loan  or  issue  of  treasury 
notes  which  may  become  necessary  to  the  smallest 
practicable  sum.  It  would  seem  to  be  wise,  too, 
to  abstain  from  such  expenditures  wilh  a  vie'w  to 
avoid  Ihe  accnmnlalion  of  a  large  public  debt  Ihe 
existence  of  which  would  bo  opposed  lo  the  inlcrests 
of  our  people,  as  well  as  the  genius  of  our  free  in- 
stitutions. 

Should  this  bill  become  a  law,  the  principle  which 
it  establishes  will  inevitably  lead  lo  large  and  an- 
nually  increasing  approprialions  and  drains  upon  the 
treasury;  for  il  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  numerous 
other  localities  not  embraced  in  the  provisions  hut 
quite  as  much  entitled  to  Ihe  favor  of  ihe  govern- 
ment as  Ihose  which  are  embraced,  will  demand, 
lhroU;;h  Iheir  represenlalivcs  in  congress,  to  be  plac- 
ed on  an  equal  fooling  with  them.  Wuh  such  an 
increase  of  cspendiiure  must  necessarily  follow 
eilher  an  increased  public  debt,  or  increased  burdens 
upon  Ihe  people  by  taxation,  lo  supply  the  treasury 
with  the  means  of  meeling  Ihe  accumulated  demands 
upon  il. 

With  profound  respect  for  the  opinions  of  con- 
gress, and  ever  anxious,  as  far  as  I  can  consistently 
with  my  responsibility  to  our  common  conslituenls 
to  co-operate  wilh  them  in  the  discharge  of  our  re- 
speclive  dulies,  il  is  wilh  unfeigned  regret  that  I 
find  myself  constrained,  for  Ihe  reasons  which  I  liave 
assigned,  to  withhold  my  approval  from  this  bill 
J.\.MES  K.  POLK 


PRESIDENT'S  VETO  OF   THK  FRENCH  IN 
DEMNITY   CLAIMS. 


U.    S.    SENATE,    MOND.VY,    ACGUST    10,    i84G. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  claims  for 
French  spoliations  prior  lo  the  years  180U  was  re- 
turned lo  Ihe  senale  with  the  reasons  assigned  by 
the  president  for  withholding  his  approval  therefrom. 
The  following  is  the  message. 

frasliingion,  ,1„gi(st  8//1,  1846. 
To  the  Senale  cf  the  United  States: 
I  return  10  Ihe  senale,  in  which    il  originated,  Ihe 
j  bill  entitled    "an  act   to    provide   for   the  ascertain- 
j  men!  and  satisfaction  of  claims  of  American  citizens 
for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French  prior  to  the 
31sl  ol  July,  1801,"   which  was  presenled  lo  me  on 
the  Glh  inslanl,  wilh  my  objections  lo  its  bccomin-  a 
law.  ° 

In  altempling  logive  the  bill  the  careful  exami- 
nation it  requires,  difficulties  presenled  themselves 
in  Ihe  outset,  from  the  remoteness  of  Ihe  period  lo 
which  the  claims  belong,  Ihe  complicated  nalure  of 
the  Irausactious  in  which  Ihey  originated,  and  the 
protracted  negolialions  lo  which  Ihey  led'belween 
France  and  Ihe  United  Slates.  The  short  time  inter- 
vening between  Ihe  passage  of  the  bill  by  con"ress 
and  the  approaching  close  of  their  session,  as  well 
as  the  pressure  of  olher  official  dulies,  have  nol  per- 
milted  me  to  extend  my  examination  of  the  subjecl 
into  Us  minute  details.  But,  in  the  consideration  that 
I  have  been  able  lo  give  lo  it,  I  find  objections  of  a 
grave  character  lo  its  provisions. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  ihe  claims  provided   for   it 
IS  proposed  lo  appropriate  five  millions  of  dollars  — 
1  can  perceive   no  legal   or   equitable   ground   upon 
which  ihis  large  appropriation   can  lesl.     A  portion 
of  the  claims  have   been    more   than  half  a  cenlury 
before  the  government,  in  its  executive  or  legislative 
departments,  and   all   of  them    had   their   origin  in 
eve.ils  which  occurred   prior   to    1800.     Since"  1802 
Ihey  have  been  from  lime  lo  lime   before  congress 
No  grealer  necessity  or  propriety   exisls  for  providl 
ing  for  Ibese  claims  at  this  time  than  has  exislcd  for 
near  a  half  a  cenlury;  during  all  which   period   Ihis 
questionable    measure    has   never   until  the  present 
lime  received    the   favorable   consideralion  of  con- 
gress.  Il  IS  scarcely  probable,  if  the  claims  had  been 
regarded  as  obligalory  upon  Ihc  governmenl  or  con- 
stituting  an   eq:iitable   .lemand   upon    Ihe  treasury, 
that   those   who    were   contemporaneous   « ilh    the' 
I  events  which   gave   rise    to  il,  should  nol  long  since 
have  done  justice  lo    the   claimants.     The    treasury 
has  often    been    in  a  condition  to  enable  the  gover.i- 
ment  lo  do  so    without   inconvenience,  if  the  claims 
[had  been  considered   just.     I\Ir.  Jefferson,  who  was 
fully  cognizant  of  the  early  dissensions  between  the 
governmenl  of  ihe  United  Stales  and  France,  out  ol 
which    the   claims   arose,  in  his  annual   messa'e  in 
1808  adverted  lo   the  large  surplus  then  in  thelrea- 
sury,  and  its  "probable  accumulation,"  and  inquired 
whether  it   should    lie   "unproductive  in  the  public 
vaults;"  and    yet    these   claims,  though    then  before 
congress,  v»ere   nol  recognised  or  paid.     Since  thai 
Ihe  public  debt  of  the   revolulion  and  of  the  war  of 
ISia  has   been  exlinguislied,  and   at  several  periods 
since  Ihe  treasury  has   been   in   possession  of  large 


surp  iissea  over  the  demands  upon  it.     In  1836  Ihe 

surplus  amounted  to  manv  millions  of  dollars,  and 
for  want  of  proper  ohjccts  lo  which  lo  apply  u' 
il  was  dirccled  by  congress  to  be  deposilcd  wilh  tho 
stales. 

During  Ihis  extended  course  of  lime,  ombracInK 
periods  eminently  favorable  for  satisfying  all  just 
demands  upon  the  government,  Ihe  claims  embraced 
m  this  bill  met  wilh  no  favor  in  congress,  beyonj 
Ihe  reports  of  committees,  in  one  or  the  olher 
branch.  Thcso  ciicumslanccs  alone  arc  calculated 
to  raise  slrong  doubts  in  respect  to  these  claims: 
and  especially  as  all  informalion  necessary  lo  a  cor- 
rect judgment  concerning  them  has  been  long  be- 
fore the  public.  These  douhls  are  sircnglhened 
in  my  mind  by  the  examination  I  have  been  en- 
ahled  lo  give  to  the  transaction  in  which  they  origi- 

The  bill  assumes  Ihat  the  United   Slates  have  be- 
come liable  in    those   ancient   transactions   to  make 
reparation  lo  the  claimants  for    injuries  committed 
by  France.     Nothing  was  obtained  for  claimants  by 
negotiation;  and  the    bill   assumes   Ihat  Ihe  govern- 
ment has  become    many  ways   responsible  for  these 
claims.     The  limited  lime  allowed  me,  before  your 
adjournment,  makes    it   impossible   to   reiterate  the 
facts   and    arguments   by  which,  in    preceding  con- 
gresses, these  claims  have   been  successfully  resist- 
ed.    The  present  is  a  period    particularly  unfavora- 
ble   for   the   satisfaction    of  claims   ol  so  lar^c  an 
amount,  and,  lo   say  Ihe  least  of  them,  of  so  d'oubl- 
ful  a  character.     There  is  no  surplus  in  Ihc  treasury. 
A  public  di  bt  of  several    millions   has  been  created 
wilhin  Ihe  last  few  years.     We  arc  engaged  in  a  fo- 
reign war,  uncerlain  as  lo    its   duration,  and  involv- 
ing  heavy   expenditures;   lo    prosecute    which  war 
congress  has,  al  ils  present  session,  authorised  a  fur- 
ther loan.  So  that,  in  elfecl,  ihe  government,  should 
this  bill    become  a   law,  would  have  to  borrow  mo- 
ney and  increase  Ihe  public  debt  lo  pay  these  claims 
Il  IS  true  that,  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  payment 
IS  direcled  lo  be  made  in  land  scrip  instead  of  monev 
but  the  effect  upon  the  treasury  will   be  Ihc  same.— 
The  public  lands   conslitiile   one   of  Ihe   sources  of 
public  revenue,  and  il  these  claims   be  paid  in  land 
scrip.  It  will,  from    the  date  of  the  issue,  to  a  great 
extent,  cut  off  from  the  treasury  the  annual  income 
from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands;  because  payments 
lor   the    lands   sold  by    Ihc  governmenl   m.iy'be  ex- 
pected lo   be   made  in  scrip  until  il  is  all  redeemed. 
11   ihese   claims   be  just,  Ihey    ought    to  be  paid  in 
money,  and    nolhing    less    valuable.     The    hill   pro- 
vides that  they  shall   be  paid  m  land  scrip,  whereby 
they  are  in  effect   lo   be  a  mortgage  upon  ihe  public 
lands  in    Ihe   new   slates— a   mortgage,  loo,  held  in 
great    part,  if  not    wholly   by    non-residcnis  of  Ihe 
stales  in  which  the  lands   lie,  who  may  secure  these 
lands  lo  the  amount  of  several  millions  of  acres,  and 
then  demand  lor  them    exhorbilanl   prices  from  the 
citizens  of  olher  slates  who  may  desire  lo  purchase 
them  for  selUements   or  they  may  keep  ihem  out  of 
the    market,   and   thus   retard    the    prosperity    and 
growth  of  the  slate    in    which    ihey  are  situated.— 
Why  Ihis  unusual  mode  of  satisfying  claimanls  upon 
the  treasury  has   been  resorted  lo,  does  nol   appear. 
It  IS  nol  consistent  wilh  a  sound  public  policy.     If  it 
be  done  in  this  case,  it  may  be  done  in  all  others.  It 
will  form  a  precedenl  for  the  satisfaction  of  all  other 
stale  and  questionable  claims,  and  would  undoubled- 
ly  be  resorled  to  by  all    claimants  who  after  succes- 
sive trails,  shall  fail  lo  have  their  claims  recognised 
and  paid  in  money  by  congress. 

The  bill  proposes  lo  pay  five  millions  of  dollars, 
lo  be  paid  in  land  scrip,  and  provides '-thai  no  cLiin 
or  memorial  shall  be  received  by  ihe  commission- 
ers authorised  by  Ihe  act,  "unless  accompanied  by 
a  release  or  discharge  of  the  United  States  from  all 
other  an  J  further  compensation  of  the  claimant  may 
be  entilled  lo  receive  under  Ihe  provision  of  ihe 
act."  These  claims  are  eslimaled  to  amoiiiil  to  a 
much  larger  sum  than  five  millions  ol  dollars,  and 
yet  the  claimant  is  required  to  release  lo  Ihe  govern- 
ment all  other  compensation,  and  lo  accept  his  share 
.  ol  a  fund  known  lo  be  inadequate. 

If  these  claims  be  well  founded,  il  would  be  un- 
just lo  the  claimanls  lo  repudiate  any  portion  of 
them,  and  the  remaining  sum  could  herealtcr  be  re- 
covered. The  bill  proposes  to  pay  these  claims  nol  in 
the  currency  known  to  the  conslilution,  and  nol  lo 
their  full  amount. 

Pa.sscd,  as  this  bill  has  been,  near  Ihe  close  of  the 
session,  and  when  many  measures  of  importance 
necessarily  demanded  the  attention  of  congress  and 
possibly  without  that  full  and  deliberate  con-ideia- 
tion  which  the  large  sum  il  appropriates  and  the  ex- 
isting stale  of  the  treasury  and  of  the  country,  de- 
mand, I  deem  il  lo  be  my  duly  lo  withhold  n.y  ap- 
proval, that  It  may  hereafter  undergo  the  revisions 
ol  congress.  1  have  come  to  this  conclusion  wilh 
regret.     In  interposing  my  objections  to  its  becoming 


382 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER-jaJG^5^^346^;ARirT-^^ 


Ireme   case  j  ^.  ^oval  of  any  bill  pass- 

: -17   o^'resT  0  ot  the  ^-Jond   of  Us  expediency  ] 
aloi.     SuchacaseIcons,der^th,^U,be.^^^^,^ 

I,'rrTS!il"'r'oL^^:,:d1j"d,  it  was  the  first 
insla  ce   he  believed,  in  the  history  of  this  .■epublic 
n  wh^h  the  president  of  the  United   Slates  had  in- 
er^osed  his  v'eto  to  the   passage  of  a  b.ll  which  .n- 
volved   no   constitutional   P.""-'P''^.  "°  ,1"f  ^''°^^  "^ 
constitutional  right   but  wh.eh  was   ounded  entirely 
unon  the   ground  of  expediency.     U  was    the  hrst 
n's tanee  in'which  an   executive    veto   had  l.e-i  ap- 
plied  to    what  might   P™P^''y''^'=°";"^r,^3'''lh'e 
vale   bill   upon   any   ground  "hatever      It  was  the 
first  insiance  ,n  which  an  executive  chief  magistrate 
afe,  acknowledging  his  imperfect  acquaintance  with 
ti^l    ut'iect.afte?   Ireely   confessing  that  he  had  not 
extended   his   examination   very    minutely   into  the 
aubiect  had  ventured  the  opinion  that  a  measure  of 
this  des'c  Option,  which  had  passed  the  two  houses  of 
congresswas  a  measure  of  doublful   character  and 
oueht  not  to  become  a  law,  thus    rendering  any  fur- 
tl"er  application  on  the   part   of  those  I'^vrng  claims 
within  the  provisions  of  the  act  during  his  adm  nis- 
Uat"on  utterly  hopeless.     This   opened  a  new  ehap- 
er-was   the   beginning   of  a   new   volume   in  the 
hi  tory   of  executive   proceedings,  which,  he  would 
undetaUe    to   maintain,  transcended   any    that  was 
ever  heard  of  before,  or  that  uas  ever  contemplated 
brthe  eonslitution.     Mr.  Madison    in  givmg  his  im- 
nres^ions  in  regard  to  this  power  of  wilhholdu  g  the 
executve  assent   from   bills    which  had  passed  con- 
gress  declared  that  its  primary  objec    was  o  enable  j 
fl  e  ekecu  ive  to  defend    itself;  and   he   afterwards 
L  ded,  tharunless  it  were  for  this  and  to  prevent  he 
nassage  of  unconstitutional   measures  on  the  part  of 
^om"  It  would  never  have  been  tolerated.     Dur- 
ing  [he   adminislration  of  Mr.   Jefferson  there  was 
not  a  single   instance    in  which  the  veto  power  was 
ex  rebel;  nor  was  it  exercised  during  the  adminis- 
truion  of  the  older  or  of  the  younger  Adams.     Mr. 
J^fferson-s  opinion   he   supposed    might   be  relerred 
10  upon  tins  subject  as   that   of  ancient  democracy, 
onerfwhose   cardinal    principles    was   hostility  to 
executive   encroachment   and    curtailment   of  exe- 
cutive  power;  modern   democracy,   hoivever,    pro- 
ceeded somewhat   differenlly,  seeking  by    all    possi- 
ble and   practical  means   to  increase  the  executive 
power. 

It  must  be  abundanily  evident  that  the  framers  of ! 
the  constitution  never  contemplated  extending  the 
exercise  of  the  veto  power  to  such  cases  as  the  one 
now  before  them.  If  it  could  properly  be  extended 
to  such  cases,  then  it  might  be  extended  to  every 
case  of  a  mere  private  claim.  And  il  it  were  the 
duty  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  revise 
the  action  of  congress  in  reference  to  all  pnvae 
claims,  il  must  occur  to  every  man  that  a  duty  would 
devolve  upon  him  which  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  perform.  No  man  could  accomplish  such  a 
dutv  If  the  president  were  the  most  laborious  the 
ino-tindu,trious  man  that  ever  entered  pub  ic  life, 
,t  would  be  impossible  that  he  could  thoroughly  ex- 
amine and  understand  the  merits  of  one  half  Ihc  acts 
that  passed  through  congress.  The  framers  ol  the 
constitution  could  never  have  intended  to  impose 
upon  him  such  a  duty  as  this.  Besides,  none  of  the 
facilities  which  congress  possessed  for  understanding 
the  cases  were  given  to  him.  He  had  no  power  of 
iending  for  witnesses,  or  examining  testimony.  1  his 
was  the  first  instance,  as  he  said  belore,  in  which 
this  newer  nad  been  wrested  from  its  legitimate  uses 
and  applied  to  a  case  utterly  foreign  to  its  applica- 
tion; and  he  hoped  it  would  be  the  last. 

The  president  of  the  United  Stales,  in  his  veto 
nie,sai>e  rested  his  objections,  first,  upon  the  ground 
that  the  subject  had  been  presented  to  tlie  two 
houses  of  congress  at  different  times  for  a  period  of 
more  than  forty  years;  and  that  there  were  two  oc- 
casions within  that  time  when  there  was  a  surplus 
in  the  treasury;  and  inferred  from  this  that  the 
claims  were  not  just,  or  else  the  government  would 
have  recognised  them  at  ihose  periods,  when  there 
was  a  surplus.  What  sort  of  a  plea  in  bar  was  this 
to  be  set  up  by  the  government  against  a  claimant, 
that  because  they  had  not  paid  it  wlien  they  had  the 
money,  theicfora  it  must  be  presumed  to  be  unjuslf 
How  would  such  a  plea  sound  as  between  mdividu- 
uls  in  a  suit  at  law?  Supposa  a  nun  were  to  plead, 
not  that  he  had  paid  Ihe  debt,  but  twice  since  it  had 
accrued  he  had  been  able  to  pay,  therefore  it  must 
have,  been  an  unjust  debt,  olIieDviso  he  would  have 
paid  it.  What  would  be  Ihought  of  such  a  plea  as 
this!  And  was  the  plea  any  better  when  set  up  on 
the  part  of  the  government?  It  was  infinitely  worse, 
because  it  was  a  wrong  practised  upon  its  own  citi- 
zuiis  whom  it  was  bound  to  protect.    The  objection 


made  by  the  president  against  Ihe  justice  of  the 
daims,  fhen,  and  set  forth  as  the  prominen  reason 
why  he  deemed  them  to  be  questionable,  or,  to  use 
his  own  language,  of  a  doublful  character,  was  one 
which  could  not  be  sustained. 

In  one  part  of  the  message  the  objection  "-^s 'hat 
the  claims  were  not  just,  and  therefore  o"ght  not  to 
be  paid;  and    in   another   part   'i>^' "«  S""'^"";^ 
was  called  upon  to  pay   too  much,  while  in  another 
;a,l  s?ill  the'objecli'J.n'was  that  they  were  no^eal  ed 
upon  to   pay   enough    to  those  "editor.      Why  not 
let  then  decide  that  matter  for  themselves?     If  they 
were   willing   to   give    a   discharge   of  |heir  w   o  e 
claim,  why  should    the   president   °hjeci?     Anothe 
objection    was,  that   a  passage  of  a   b.l     "/  'h'S  de 
scription  would   prevent   the  settlement  of  the  new 
slates      Why,  it    would  have,  as    far  as   he  was  ca- 
pable'of  understanding  it,  precisely  the  "PPOj"^  ^"^ 
feet      He   could    not   possibly   conceive  how  there 
could  be  any  plausibihiy  m  such  an  objection  as  this. 
He  was  aw.re  of  the   anxiety   of  the  ^enal'i   "  d'  " 
natch    the    remaining   business;  he   knew  that  their 
hours  were  limited;  he  would   lorbear  therefore  any 
further  commentary   upon    this    message;  earnestly 
hoping,  however,  that  not  only  the  attention  of  sena- 
tors but  the  attention  of  the  whole  American  people 
would  be  drawn  to  this  subject,  involving  considera- 
tions, as    it   did,  transcending,  far   transcending  the 
amount  involved  in  the  bill.  ,  .  ,   ,  ,  u 

There  was  the  other  objections  which  he  must  be 
allowed  to  advert  to  in  conclusion,  and  it  was  that 
the  contemporaneous  exposition  of  these  claims  were 
unfavorable  to  them.  In  this  the  president  was  en- 
tirely mistaken,  as  had  been  demonstrated  on  a  lor- 
mer  occasion.  .         . 

Mr.  .iUen  said  there  was  not  now  sufficient  time 
for  debating  this  question,  if  it  were  dedalable.  Ihe 
only  thing  he  proposed  to  do  was  to  read  abriel  pas- 
sage from  Jefferson's  Manual.  ■  ..  ■  ,  t 
[Mr  A.  read  from  the  Manual,  wherein  it  is  stat- 
ed that,  v*en  a  member  has  a  prominent  inlere^st  in 
a  question  before  the  house,  he  shall  abstain  from 
voting,  and  shall  not  address  the  house  upon  the  sub- 

'''^'isir  J  M-  Clayton  desired  to  know  to  whom  the 
.enator  intended  to  apply  his  quotation?  Did  he  sup- 
pose that  any  member  of  that  body  was  interested  m 
these  claims.  .  j   ,         i 

Mr.  Mien  said  it  was  only  for  him  to  read  the  rule, 
and  for  others  to  apply  it.  ,    ,    .     • 

Mr.  Claylon.  The  senator  then  intends  to  insinu- 
ate that  there  is  somebody  interested? 

A^T.Alkn.  1  mean  only  to  read  the  public  law 
relative  to  legislative  bodies.  This  I  have  a  right  to 
do;  and,  if  there  be  any  one  present  who  is  interest- 
ed, he  can  apply  it  to  himself. 

Mr    U'rbster  rose   to  address   the  senate,  but  gave 
way  temporarily  for  a  motion  by  Mr.  Fairfield  in  re- 
lation to  the  naval   appropriation  bill,   which  it  was 
necessary  should  be  sent  back  to  the  house. 
The  bill  having  been  disposed  of—  _ 

Mr.  Webster  rose  and  said  that  he  very  much  wish- 
ed for  an  opportunity  to  discuss  at  length,  and  in  a 
manner  which  the  gravity  of  the  subject  demanded, 
this  second  veto  of  the  session.  He  had  wished  also 
to  take  some  appropriate  opportunity  to  discuss  the 
principles  of  the  first  veto;  but  he  was  conscious 
Uiat  the  moments  were  flying,  and  that  there  were 
still  important  matters  to  be  disposed  ol.  He  had 
wished  also,  before  leaving  his  seat  there,  if  an  op- 
norlunilv  had  been  afforded  him  to  review  at  some 
len-th  not  so  much  for  the  senate  as  for  the  coun- 
tr^-.^the  events  of  this  cxtraordmarj  session  ol  con- 
gress fur  that  it  was  extraordinary  its  results  would 
show'  At  present,  however,  he  would  forbear.— 
An  occasion  would  soon  offer,  not  in  an  offiial  char- 
acter, but  while  mingling  among  his  fe  low  citizens 
throughout  the  country.  He  would  there  express 
his  sentiments  at  large.  At  present  ho  could  do  no 
more  than  protest  against  tins  veto,  against  the 
principle  as  being  a  new  and  alarming  extension  of 
executive  authority,  not  justified,  not  countenanced, 
fixing  no  precedent,  no  apology  m  any  previous  ex- 
ercist  of  executive  power  under  this  constitution.  In 
the  next  place,  he  protested  against  it  as  mconclusive, 
as  weak  even  in  its  reasoning  by  which  Ihe  results 
are  attempted  tu  be  arrived  at. 

In  the  next  place,  he  protested  against  it  as  an  act 
of  great  and  crying  injustice  to  a  great  number  ol 
persons  who  had  appealed  to  Ihe  justice  of  the  go- 
vcrnmcnl  of  the  country,  and  who  were  now  rcpro- 
batod  for  applying  at  all,  and  told  that,  because  they 
h..,d  not  riie.ved  justice  for  such  a  considerable 
number  of  years,  they  were  now  precluded.  Had 
this  intimation  proceeded  from  any  other  quarter  he 
should  oharacterize  it  in  terms  which  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  use  upon  this  occasion.  u  i-,  ii 

Ho  would  forbear  from  saying  more;  but  it  did 
appear  to  him  that  the  prnciplc  in  this  case  was 
I  dangerous.    No  qucMion  of  cwHiitutional  law  had 


arisen;  no  question  of  the  government  had  arisen.— 
These  claims  were  in  their  nature  private  claims; 
they  had  been  investigated  by  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress through  their  committees,  and  allowed,  and 
let  tlie  chief  executive  officer  of  the  government, 
without  examination,  and  without  an  opportunity 
fur  examination,  interposed  his  veto.  It  was  a  ease 
which  called  for  discussion,  and  which  should  have 
discussion.  At  present,  he  must  only  content  himself 
with  recording  his  vote  in  favor  of  tne  bill. 

Mr.  Benloi  addressed  the  senate  at  considerable 
length  in  vindication  of  the  veto,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  claims. 

Mr.  Morehead  followed  m  defence  of  the  claims, 
and  in  condemnation  of  the  veto. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  Uix, 
I  [lunlingtoii,  and  J.  M.  Claylon. 

And  the  question  being  put,  "Shall  this  bill  pass, 
notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the  president?"  it 
I  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:     Veas  ^7, 

"There  not  being  two-thirds  in    the  affirmative,  the 

bill  did  not  pass. 


MR.  DALLAS'  VOTE  ON  THE  TARIFF. 


The  vice  president's  reasons  for  casling  his  vole  in  favor 
of  the  anti-protective  tariff  bill. 

V.     S.     SENATE     JULY    28,      184G. 

The  question  being  upon  ordering  the  amendment 
to  Mr.  McKay's  bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  appeared  as 
follows: 

YEAS.-Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,   Atchison.  Aiherton 
Ba»by,  Benioii,  Brecse,   Bright,  Calhoun,  Cass,  Chal- 
ine°=    Colquitt,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Fairfield,  Hannegan, 
Houslon,  Lewis,  MeDuffie,  Pennybacker,  Rusk,  Sem- 
nc   Sevier,  Speight,  Turney.  Wesicotl,  and  Yulee-27. 
^N,„_MpVsrj.  Archer,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Cameron, 
ri  lev    Thomas  Clayton,   John   M.  Clayton,  Corwm, 
ri.endenD.vis,   Dayton,  Evans,  fireene,  HunUng- 
PoTohnsin  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Man- 
S°  n,    Mdler,  Morehead,  Niles,  Pearce,  P.ielps,  aim- 
ni'ms,  Sturgeon,  Upham,  'Websier,  and  Woodbridge- 
27. 

So  there  was  a  tie  vote. 

The  president  rose  and  said:— 

The  senate  being  equally  divided   on  this  impor- 

lanl   question,  I    may  be    indulged   in  briefly  stating 

the  principal   reasons  for  the   vote  I  am  required  by 

the  constitution  to  give.         ....        .      ^       .„„  „, 

Evcluded  from  any  participation  in  forming  or 
modifying  the  bill,  1  am  bound  to  sanction  or  cou- 
demn  it  exactly  in  the  shape  in  which  it  slaiids.- 
The  responsibility  is  deeply  felt.  It  belongs,  howe- 
ver  to  the  office  assigned  to  me  by  my  fellow  cili. 
zen»  and  will  be  assumed  with  frankness,  and,  1 
hope,  not  unbecoming  firmness.  The  consequences 
of  my  decision  either  way,  may  seriously  aliect  the 
country.  No  one  can  enterlam,  as  to  that,  a  pro- 
founder  solicitude.  But,  after  summoning  to  my  aid 
the  best  purposes  and  best  lights  that  1  can  com 
mand,  the  consequences,  be  they  what  they  may 
must  be  hazarded. 

The  system  for  obtaining  the  revenue  neeess.iry  to 

support  their  governmenl,  is  established    direclly  or 

indirectly   by  the  people  of  the  United  Stales,  with- 

in  the  limits,  and  agreeably  to  the   prescribed  lorins 

of  the  constitution.     Whatever  is    asccitan.ed  to  be 

iheir  wMl  on  the  subject,  all  should  undoubtedly  ao 

qniesce'  in.     That  there  are   known   and  approve! 

modes  by  which  their  will   is  expressed,  cannot  be 

nuestioncd;  and  the  public  officer  who  reads  th  it  will 

?vi!h  candor  and  integrity,  may  feel  assured  that  he 

conforms  to  the  instiiiHions  of  his  country  «.he"  ha 

makes  it  the  guide  of  his  conduct.     1  o  my  """da"'- 

pie  proof  has  been  furnished  that  a  majority  of  the 

people  and  of  the  states  desire  to  change,  to  a  greal 

extent,  in  principle,  if  not  fundamentally,  the  syslem 

heretofore  persued  in  assessing  the  duties  on  loreigo 

niports      That  majority  has  manifested  ilfelf  in  va. 

rious  ways,   and  is  atlesled  by  its  representatives  u 

Ihe  ot^er  house  of  congress,  by  whom  this  h,     ha 

been  approved,  and  whose  voles  undeniably  indij-at 

the  popJilar  sense  in  the  large  proporlion  ol  eightee. 

out  of  the  twenty  eight  states.     In  this  senate  an  an 

.jlvsi^  of  the  vole  before  me  discloses  that  while  su 

states   (Ohio,  Virginia,  New  Hampshire,   Georgia 

Michiean,  and  Maine,)  are  equally  divided    eleven 

(Louis'iana,     Pennsylvania,     Delaware      Kentucky 

.Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  Rhode  Island,  t.oi.nec 

ticut,  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  and  Vermanl  )  an 

against,  and  ele'ven,  (Arkansas,  Missouri,  Alab.una 

Illinois    Indiana,  South  Carolina    ^'^^f 'PP';j6' 

Voik    Texas,  Tennessee,  and  i  lorida,)  arc  lor  ini 

change.     'Peculiarly  situated  as   I  am  in  my  relal.o. 

To\he  national   Icgislattire.   these   '>»P."^f ■;;  ,^f  = 

cai.not  be  overlooked.     In  a  case  free  hom  couslitu 
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tional  objection,  I  could  not  justifiabi;  counteract, 
by  a  sort  of  olfiiial  veto,  the  general  will. 

The  struggle  to  axert  without  abatement  the  con- 
stitulionnl  puiver  of  taxation  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
protect  uy  high  duties  on  imports  many  of  the  pro 
ductions  of  our  own  soil  and  labor  fro.!)  the  compe- 
tition of  other  countries,  has  endured  for  more  than 
thirty  years.  During  that  period  a  system  of  high 
taxation  has  prevailed  with  fluctuations  of  success 
and  failure.  It  is  as  tigorously  and  as  exactingly  in- 
sisted upou  now  as  ever:  and  inJeed  it  would  seem, 
in  some  instances,  as  if  the  longer  the  advantage  of 
a  particular  tax  was  enjoyed,  the  stronger  became 
the  desire  for  its  continuance,  and  even  its  augment- 
ation. And  yet  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  this 
exercise  of  the  taxing  power  by  which  the  great 
mass  of  consumers  are  made  to  swell  tlie  profits  of 
a  few  branches  of  industry,  was  originally  intended 
to  be  temporary,  to  be  continued  only  so  long  as  its 
continuance  was  necesiary  to  the  industrial  inde- 
pendence and  safety  of  the  wliole  people.  Such 
was  the  language,  the  inculcalion,  the  spirit,  in 
which  it  was  proposed  and  justified  by  its  earliest 
and  wisest  friends.  The  design  was  to  foster — feeble 
"infant"  manufactures,  especially  such  as  were  es- 
sential to  the  defence  of  the  country  in  time  of  war. 
— In  this  design,  the  people  have  persevered  until, 
with  some,  but  not  weighty  exception>,  these  sap- 
lings have  taken  deep  root,  have  become  vigorous, 
expanded,  and  powerful,  and  are  prepared  to  share 
the  common  lot  of  human  pursuits,  and  to  enter  with 
confidence  the  field  of  free,  fair,  and  universal  com- 
petition. 

The  arrival  of  this  period  of  time,  long  promised, 
has  been  anxiously  looked  for  by  a  large  and  justly 
respected  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens,  who  deem- 
ed themselves  peculiar  and  almost  exclusive  suffer- 
ers by  the  policy  of  protection.  They  have  some- 
times—Perhaps imprudently — endeavored  to  antici- 
pate it.  Their  numbers,  at  first  entitled  to  influence 
only  from  their  patriotism  and  intelligence,  have  gone 
on  gradually  increasing  as  the  system  ripened  to  its 
fruit,  and  they  now  constitute  what  I  am  bound  by 
registered  facts  to  regard  as  a  decided  majority  of 
the  people  and  of  the  Union. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  this  change  of  financial 
arrangement,  brought  about  by  pudlic  opinion  "which 
everywhere  ought  to  guiile  aiid  influence  statesmen," 
should,  neveriheless,  be  characterized  by  modera 
lion,  nay,  by  scrupulous  tenderness  those  interests  of 
our  fellow  citizens  that  are  to  he  atfected  by  it.  The 
legislation  which  encouraged  their  investments,  their 
educational  training,  or  their  habits,  should  cease,  fi- 
nally and  firmly,  if  required,  but  still  soothingly  and 
gently;  and  thence  I  may  be  pardoned  for  expressing 
a  regret  that  certuin  provisions,  which  in  their  bear- 
ing seem  to  me  trenchant  and  sudden  beyond  the 
calls  of  the  occasion,  have  been  allowed  to  remain 
as  parts  of  the  bill.  Were  it  in  my  power  to  except 
these  provisions  from  the  operatiou  of  my  vote,  1 
would  do  so;  but  viewed  as  a  whole,  as  a  measure  to 
acconimodale  a  vast  and  intricate  subject  to  the  pre- 
vailing sentiment  of  the  American  people,  to  reduce 
the  burdens  artificially  imposed  upon  the  laboring 
and  productive  masses,  and  to  reconcile  diminished 
restriction  of  trade  with  increased  contributions 
from  it,  [cannot  resist  the  impressioii  that  ihe  bill 
is  more  equal,  more  tempered,  and  more  just  than 
the  act  of  1843,  which  it  supercedes.  That  it  deals 
with  some  pursuits  and  resources  of  my  native  com- 
monwealth less  kindly  than  she  might  v/ell  expect, 
does  not  relieve  me  from  my  duty,  but  only  makes 
its  performance  personally  reluctant  and  painful. 

In  aid  of  these  consideiatijiis,  adequate,  perhaps, 
in  themselves  to  control  my  vote,  there  is  another 
which,  I  am  free  to  confets,  nothing  but  an  unfore- 
seen, sheer,  and  pressing  public  necessity  could  ever 
induce  me  to  forego  or  forget.  In  strict  concord 
with  Ihe  letter  and  spirit  uf  the  constitution,  the  vice 
president  of  the  United  States,  now  called  upon  lo 
act,  is  the  direct  agent  and  representative  of  the 
whole  people.  In  advance,  and  dependent  upon 
contingent  results,  it  is  perfectly  competent  to  this, 
his  national  constituency,  to  give  instructions,  and 
lo  receive  pledges  for  their  execution.  On  this 
identical  subject  of  a  tariS"  of  duties  on  imports, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  cou.'-se  of  local  and  ca- 
sual inconsistency,  my  own  honor  can  admit  of  no 
disclaimer  of  instructions  that  were  formally  an- 
nounced, and  my  own  good  faah  stands  inviolable  to 
a  pledge  voluntarily  given.  If  by  thus  acting  it  be 
my  misfortune  to  otieiid  any  portion  of  those  who 
honored  me  with  their  sufirages,  I  have  only  to  say 
lo  them,  and  to  my  whole  counlry,  that  I  prefer  the 
deepest  obiciuily  of  private  life,  with  an  unwound- 
ed  conscience,  to  the  glare  of  official  eminence,  spoi- 
led by  a  sense  of  moral  delinqaency. 

The  presiding  oflicer  having  given  the  casting  vote 
in  the  affirmative,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 


THE   WAREHOUSE   BILL. 


Subjoined  is  the  bill  which  has  parsed  both  houses 
of  congress  to  provide  for  Iho  warehousing  of  im- 
ported goods.  It  has  received  the  signature  of  the 
president,  and  is  now  a  law: 

A  BILL 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  reve- 
nue from  imports,  and  to  change  and  modify  ex- 
isting laws  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represenlatii'cs 
of  the  United  Stales  of  .fmerica,  in  congress  assembled, 
That  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  cntitleil,  ".A.nact 
to  provide  revenue  from  imports,  and  to  change  and 
modify  existing  laws  imposing  duties  on  imports, 
and  other  purposes,"  approved  the  thirteenth  day 
of  .\ugust,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
two,  is  hereby  amended  so  as  hereafter  lo  read  as 
follows: 

[Sec.  12  ]  .liid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on  and 
after  the  day  this  act  goes  into  operation,  the  duties 
on  all  imported  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
be  paid  in  cash:  Provided,  That  in  all  eases  of  failure 
or  neglect  to  pay  the  duties  within  the  p'Tiod  allow- 
ed by  law  to  the  importer  to  make  entry  thereof,  or 
whenever  the  owner,  importer,  or  consignee  shall 
make  entry  for  warehousing  the  same  in  writting, 
in  such  form,  and  supported  by  such  proof,  as  shall 
be  prescribed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the 
said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  shall  be  taken 
possession  of  by  the  collector,  and  deposited  in  the 
public  stores,  or  in  otlier  stores  to  be  agreed  on  by 
the  collector  or  chief  revenue  officer  of  the  port 
and  the  importer,  owner,  or  consignee,  the  said 
stores  to  be  secured  in  the  manner  provided  for  by 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  twentieth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  deposile  of  wines 
and  distilled  spirits  in  public  wan-houses,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  there  to  be  kept  with  due  and  rea 
sonable  care,  at  the  charge  and  risk  of  the  owner, 
importer,  consignee,  or  agent,  and  subject  at  all 
limes  to  their  order  upon  the  payment  of  the  proper 
duties  and  expenses,  to  be  ascertained  on  due  entry 
thereof  for  warehousing,  and  to  be  secured  by  a 
bond  of  the  owner,  importer,  or  consignee,  with 
surety  or  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collec- 
tor, in  double  the  amount  of  the  said  duties,  and  in 
such  form  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  pre- 
scribe. 

Provided,  That  no  merchandise  shall  be  withdrawn 
from  any  warehouses  in  which  it  may  be  deposited, 
in  a  less  quantity  than  in  an  entire  package,  bale, 
cask,  or  box,  unless  in  bulk,  nor  shall  merchandise 
so  imported  in  bulk  be  delivered  except  in  the  wliole 
quantity  of  each  parcel,  or  in  a  quantity  not  less 
than  one  ton  weight,  unless  by  special  authority  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  And  in  case  the 
osviier,  importer,  consignee,  or  agent  of  any  goods 
on  which  the  duties  have  not  been  paid  shall  give  to 
the  collector  satisfactory  security  that  the  said  goods 
shall  be  landed  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Stall's,  in  the  manner  nosv  required  by  existing  laws 
relating  to  exporlalions  for  the  benefit  of  drawback, 
the  collector  and  naval  officer,  if  any,  on  an  entry 
lo  re  export  the  same,  shall,  upon  payment  of  the 
appropriate  expenses,  permit  the  same  goods  under 
the  inspection  of  the  proper  officers,  to  be  shipped 
without  the  payment  of  any  duties  thereon.  And 
in  case  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  deposited 
as  aforesaid,  shall  remain  in  public  store  beyond 
one  year,  without  payment  of  the  duties  and  charges 
thereon,  then  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  shall 
be  appraised  by  the  appaiscrs  of  the  United  States, 
if  tlj(  re  be  any  at  such  port,  and  if  none,  then  by 
two  inercliants  to  be  designated  and  sworn  by  the 
collector  for  that  purpose,  and  sold  by  the  col 
lector  at  public  auction,  on  due  public  notice 
thereof  being  first  given,  in  the  manner  and  for  the 
lime  to  be  prescribed  by  a  general  regulation  of  the 
treasury  department;  and  at  said  public  sale  distinct 
printed  catalogues,  descriptive  of  said  goods,  with 
the  appraised  value  fixed  thereto,  shall  be  distribut- 
ed among  the  persons  present  at  said  sale;  and 
a  reasonable  opportunity  shall  be  given  before 
such  sale  to  persons  desirous  of  purchasing,  to  in- 
spect the  quality  of  such  goods;  and  t.he  proceeds 
of  said  sales,  aflerdeducting  the  usual  rale  of  storage 
at  the  port  in  question,  with  all  other  charges  and 
expenses,  including  duties,  shall  be  paid  over  to  the 
owner,  importer,  consignee,  or  agent,  and  proper 
receipts  taken  for  the  same:  Provided,  That  the 
overplus,  if  any  there  be,  of  the  proceeds  of  such 
sales,  after  the  payment  of  storage,  charges,  ex 
penses,  and  duties  as  aforesaid  remaining  unclaimed 


for  the  space  of  ten  days  after  such  sales  shall  be 
paid  by  the  collector  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
Stales;  and  the  said  collector  shall  transmit,  to  the 
treasury  department  with  said  overplus,  a  copy  of 
the  inventory,  appraisement,  and  account  of  sales, 
specifying  Iho  marks,  numbers,  and  description  of 
the  packages  sold,  their  contents  and  appaised  value, 
the  name  of  the  vessel  and  master  in  which  and  of 
the  |)urt  or  place  whence  Ihey  were  reported,  and 
the  time  when,  and  the  name  of  the  person  or  per- 
sons to  whom  said  goods  were  consigned  in  the  ina- 
nilest,  and  the  duties  and  charges  to  which  the  se- 
veral consignments  were  respectively  subject;  and 
Ihe  receipt  or  certificate  of  the  collector  shall  ex- 
onerate the  master  or  person  having  the  eliarge  or 
command  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  in  wliicli  said  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise  were  imported,  from  all 
claim  of  the  owners  thereof,  who  shall  noverllio- 
less,  on  duo  proof  of  their  interest,  be  entitled  to 
receive  from  tlio  treasury  the  amount  of  any  over- 
plus paid  into  the  same  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act:  Provided,  That  so  much  of  tiie  fifty-sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  general  collection  law  of  the  second  of 
March,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  the 
Ihirtieth  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
two,  to  provide  revenue  from  imports,  and  to 
change  and  modify  existing  laws  imposing  duties  on 
imports,  and  for  other  purposes,  as  eonllicts  with 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  re- 
pealed, excepting  thai  nothing  contained  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  extend  the  time  now 
prescribed  by  law  for  selliug  unclaimed  goods: — 
Provided,  also.  That  all  goods  of  a  perishable  na- 
ture, and  all  gunpowder,  fire  crackers,  and  explo- 
sive substances  deposited  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  sold 
forthwith. 

See.  1.  .>]nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  goods, 
when  deposited  in  the  public  stores  in  the  manner 
provided  for  by  the  foregoing  section  may  be  with- 
drawn therefrom,  and  transported  to  any  other  port 
of  entry,  under  the  restriction  provided  for  in  the 
act  of  the  2d  March,  1799,  in  respect  to  the  trans- 
portation of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  from 
one  collection  district  lo  another,  lo  be  exported 
with  the  benefit  of  drawback,  and  the  owner  of  such 
goods  so  to  be  withdrawn  fur  transportation  shall 
give  his  bond  with  sufficient  sureties,  in  double  the 
amount  of  the  duties  chargeable  on  them,  for  the 
deposile  of  such  goods  in  store  in  the  port  or  entry 
to  which  they  are  destined,  said  bond  to  be  cancel- 
led when  the  goods  shall  be  deposited  in  store  in 
the  collection  district  to  which  tiiey  shall  be  trans- 
ported: Provided,  That  nothing  contained  in  this 
section  shall  bo  construed  to  extend  the  time  dur- 
ing which  goods  may  be  kept  in  store  after  their  ori- 
ginal importation  and  entry  beyond  the  term  of  one 
year. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  il  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
warehoused  goods  shall  be  fraudulently  cencealed 
in,  or  removed  from,  any  public  or  private  ware- 
house, the  same  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United 
States;  and  all  persons  convicted  of  fraudulently 
concealing  or  removing  such  goods,  or  of  aiding 
or  abetting  such  concealment  or  removal,  shall  be 
liable  to  the  same  penalties  which  are  now  imposed 
for  the  fraudulent  introduction  of  goods  into  the 
United  States;  and  if  any  importer  or  proprietor  of 
any  warehoused  goods,  or  any  person  in  his  employ, 
shall  by  any  contrivance  fraudulently  open  the  ware- 
house, or  shall  gaiu  access  to  the  goods,  except  in 
the  presence  of  the  proper  officer  of  the  customs, 
acting  in  the  execution  of  his  duly,  such  iiipoiter 
or  proprietor  shall  forfeit  and  pay  lor  every  sucli 
ofl'ence  one  thousand  dollars.  And  any  person  con- 
victed of  altering,  defacing,  or  obliteraling  any  murk 
or  marks  which  have  been  placed  by  any  oliicer  of 
the  service  on  any  package  or  packages  of  ware- 
housed goods,  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  offence  five 
Iiundred  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  .ii\d  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  collec- 
tors of  the  several  ports  of  the  United  States  shall 
make  quarterly  reports  to  the  sccrelary  of  the  trea- 
sury, according  to  such  general  instructions  as  the 
said  secretary  may  give,  of  all  goods  which  remain 
in  Ihe  warehouses  of  their  respective  ports,  speci- 
fying the  quantity  and  description  of  the  same; 
v\  hich  returns,  or  tables  formed  thereon,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall  forthwith  cause  to  be 
published  in  the  principal  paper  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. 

S;;c.  4.  .Ind  be  il  further  enacted,  Thai  the  secre. 
tary  of  the  treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised 
to  make,  from  time  to  time,  such  regulaticjns  not 
inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  as 
may  be  necessary  to  give  full  eirecl  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  and  secure  a  just  accountability  under 
ihe  same,  and  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  secretary 
to  report  such  regulations  each  succeeding  session  of 
congress. 
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Negotiations  proposed  by  the  President  to 
Mexico.— Tha  injunction  of  secrecy  tiaving  been 
removed,  llie  conlideiitial  message  of  Ihe  President 
lo  tiie  U.  Stoles  senate,  of  the  4lli  instant,  is  pub- 
lished, tot;ellicr  v.ilh  Ihe  proceedings  of  the  senate 
thereon.  They  were  not  received  in  time  to  be  in- 
serted in  this  number,  but  will  have  a  place  in  our 
next,  in  substance  the  message  corresponds  with 
the  one  sent  lo  both  houses  on  the  8lh  instant,  which 
is  inserted. 

Accompanying  the  secret  message,  was  the  copy 
of  a  communication  from  Mr.  Buchanan,  secretary 
of  state,  to  the  minister  of  foreign  nflairs  in  Mexico, 
daled  July  the  27lh,  1846,  proposing  on  Ihe  part  ol 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  that  negotiations 
for  PEACE  between  the  two  countries  should  be 
commenced  forthwith,  and  ollering  either  to  des- 
patch an  envoy  extraordinary  to  Mexico,  fully  em- 
powered for  that  purpose,  or  if  more  agreeable  to 
Mexico,  promising  to  receive  a  minister  from  thence 
at  Washington,  entrusted  with  such  powers. 

A  copy  of  instructions  from  the  secretary  of  state 
to  Commodore  Conner,  commandant  of  the  Ameri- 
can squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  of  the  same 
date,  also  accompanied  the  message.  They  inform 
the  commodore  of  the  overtures  thus  made  for  peace, 
and  instruct  him  in  case  of  an  application  on  the 
part  of  Mexico  for  an  armistice  during  the  penden- 
cy of  negotiations,  lo  kindly  decline  Ihe  application, 
giving  assurances  however  at  the  same  time  to  Mex- 
ico, that  the  president  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  ex- 
pedite the  negotiations. 

Elections,  took  place  in  North  Carolina,  Ken- 
lucky,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri,  during  the 
first  week  in  August.  Returns  are  as  yet  too  incom- 
plete to  state  results  with  certainly.  Appearances 
indicate  thai  the  loco  governor  of  Indiana  will  be 
re-elected — majority  in  the  legislature  uncertain — 
Kentucky  goes  for  the  whigs  as  usual.  Norih  Caro- 
lina it  is  thought  has  also  gone  for  the  whigs,  govern- 
or, senate,  and  house.  Two  United  Slates  senators 
are  to  be  elected  this  winter  from  that  state. 

THE  SUB-TREASURY  SYSTEM- 

The  seciions  of  the  law  just  passed,  which  require  ihat 
all  the  payinenis  lo  governmenl  shall  be  nvide  in  gold 
and  Sliver  only,  are  not  lo  lake  efiect  until  afier  the  first 
of  January  ne.'SI.  All  the  olhcr  provisions  of  the  hill 
lake  L-ffccl  foiihwiili.  It  is  slated  iliat  ihe  oBicers  en- 
trusted 10  carry  ilie  law  into  operaiion  are  exceeding- 
ly embarrassed  by  the  provisions  of  the  enactment- — 
The  sales  and  places  intended  for  the  dcpnsiie  of  the 
public  moneys  in  the  hands  of  those  ofliceis  are  not  as 
yet  prepared.  T'he  officera  are  not  only  firbid  to  de- 
posile  any  such  moneys  in  any  bank  whai^'Ver,  but  it  is 
made  a  penal  ofi'ence,  and  might  subject  the  officer  to  ten 
years  imprisonment  in  the  penitenliary,  for  making  any 
use  whatever  of  a  bank.  The  deposites  now  in  the  banks 
may,  if  not  p-cvionsly  drafted  for,  remain  there  until  ihe 
first  of  .Taniiary^<-but  no  more  deposiles  are  allim'ed  to 
be  made.  Very  large  sums  will  accumulate  in  the  hands 
of  some  of  Ihc  officers  in  the  mean  time— and  ihey  are 
naluially  uneasy  abonl  its  safe  keeping,  and  have  a.xious- 
iy  inquired  what  is  lo  be  done? 

Again — The  transfer  of  funds  from  the  place  where 
it  happens  lo  nccumulale,  lo  places  where  llie  govern- 
menl requires  il  for  use,  is  found  to  be  a  mailer  of  dilii- 
ciiliy  unknown  whilst  llie  agency  of  the  banks  could  be 
re.sorted  lo- 

The  law  dres  rot  constiiute  disbursing  officers  safe 
keepers  of  ihe  public  money.  Most  of  these  have  no 
bolls,  or  bars,  or  sales,  or  vaults  at  home.  They  are 
called  upon  daily  fur  sums  of  money — large  or  small.— 
Heretofore  tlie  banks  have  been  exceediiialy  convcni- 
eni  lo  ihem.  hut  now  the  rayiiiaster,  the  Coininissioncr, 
the  Land  Odlccr,  the  Posimasler— all  vesponsiible  olficers 
who  receive  or  pay  public  moneys,  must  besvare  of  the 
penally  for  using  a  hank. 

6rTRF.ASBi(V  NOTES,  arc  Said  lo  liavc  been  i.ssued  in  sums 
of  vaiions  deiiomiiialioiis.  IIow  tlieir  l.ssue  is  lo  be  re- 
conciled with  the  provisions  of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  i.s 
not  very  r.pparanl.  Some  of  ihem  were  prepared  for 
issue  some  time  since,  anierior  to  the  passage  of  the 
law,  and  made  to  hear  inieresl  of  one  cent-  per  day  for 
every  9W).  Mr.  Webster  on  the  last  day  of  the  session 
had  a  call  made  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in- 
quiring wlieihcrnny  ireaKury  iioics  had  been  issued  uii- 
ilcr  the  provisions  of  iho  law  niilhorising  their  issue,  and 
if  noi,  why  noi!  We  sec  no  noiice  of  a  respunse  from 
the  .stctelary.  Tliere  could  hardly  have  been  lime  lor  u 
reply.  The  cau.-e  for  the  delay  in  all  prohabiiiiy  was 
hiiilud  in  our  lubi,  ihat  was,  to  prfvenlilie  banks  from 
nvuiling  of  those  miios  lo  save,  their  specie  from  being 
paid  uul  on  drafts  fioin  the  treasury. 

tii:.Nr.i:*t,  (Jaiinks— 7Vic  Mililar:/  Cnurl  of  Inipiiry, 
111  l.lid  Piiini,  concluded  llieir  lask,  lind  on  the'  Uih  insi., 
^tull■d  and  depaiclied  their  verdict  to  the  war  depart- 
ineiil.  The  concluding  part  of  ihe  ijnllanl  old  general's 
dil'ence  occupies  four  columns  of  the  Norfolk  lieacon. 

Coi..  Thornton.  Il  i.i  alaied  ihat  ilic  Cmri  Mania' 
h:n  hunoiably  acqiiilu-J  Ihis  hravo  om.,T 


MoRMo:«  Volunteers.  Capl-  (now  Lieut.  Col.)  Al- 
LE!«,  has  reached  port  Levenworth  with  .500  Mormon 
volunteer  infantry-  They  proceed  forihwiih  lojoin  Gen. 
Kearney  in  his  expediiioH  against  Santa  Fe. 

The  fire,  at  Laprairie,  Canada,  on  the  oih  inst.,  des- 
Iroved  HI  houses,  with  properly  lo  the  amount  of  about 
8250,000.  But  about  50  houses  are  lefi  sianding  in  the 
town. 

The  tariff. — The  Canadians  are  rejoicing  over  the 
repeal  of  the  tariff  of  lS-13.  The  Montreal  Courier  re- 
marks—"As  Englishmen,  we  ot  course  are  pleased  that 
the  tariff  is  abolished;  as,  taken  in  conjunciion  with  our 
abolition  of  llie  corn  laws,  il  will  open  an  immense  mar- 
ket for  us,  butif  ue  were  Americans  we  should  cer- 
tainly be  lariff  men." 

The  slave  trade. — The  Liberia  Herald  of  ihe  ISth 
June  says — "The  slave  trade  aboui  here  is  breathing  its 
lasi  gasp.  The  British  cruisers  have  so  closely  invested 
these  dens  of  blood  and  death  that  the  slavers  at  ihe 
Galenas  have  given  their  slaves  to  the  natives,  and  some 
iif  them,  wc  have  been  Iiiforined,  are  wailing  wiih  im- 
patience  an  opportunity  to  quit  ihe  coast.  Those  at 
New  Cestos.  mnking  a  virtue  ol  necessity,  have  embark- 
ed in  the  palm-oil  trade.  Success  to  this  branch  of  their 
business." 

Monster  railroad  trai.v.- A  train  of  twenty  seven 
long  cars  left  llie  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  Depot, 
Haymarket  square,  on  Wednesday  last,  with  a  pic-nic 
parly  of  over  2,500  pcisons.  The  whole  were  drawn 
by  one  of  the  company's  new  and  powerful  engines. 

Temperance  m  Sweden. — In  Sweden  fines  are  rigid- 
ly enforced  against  such  as  are  intoxicated;  and  for  the 
fburlh  offence^  a  man  is  exposed  in  the  pari.'h  church 
the  following  Sunday,  deprived  of  his  elective  franchise, 
and  disqualffied  from  appearing  as  a  rsprrseniaiive.  A 
great  congress  of  temperance  societies  is  now  holding  in 
ihe  Swedish  capital.  One  hundred  and  thiriy-two  na- 
tional and  foreign  associations  are  there  represented, 
and  the  king,  as  president  of  the  .Siockhohn  society, 
wiih  his  queen,  was  present  at  the  opening  of  the  meet- 


The  Navt  Board  of  Officers. 
Naval  Promotions. 
The  Norfolk  Beacon  states  that  the  Board  of  Naval 
Post  Captains,  which  recently  assembled  at  Washing- 
ton, and  whose  object  in  being  thus  convened  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  kept  up  so  long  a  profonnd 
secret,  has  recommended  for  promotion  to  the  grade 
of  Captain,  Commanders  Gauntt,  Ogden  and  Conover, 
Commanders  PIcnry,  Ramsay  and  Downing  were  over- 
slaughed. Lieuts.  Glandy,  Henry  Pinkney  and  Up- 
shur were  recommended  for  Commanders;  Lieut.  J. 
H.  Little  being  overslau~hed.  Lieut.  Blake  was  also 
recommended  for  the  next  vacancy.  Passed  Mid- 
Pearce,  Robertson,  Brown,  Izard,  Worden  and  Blun- 
ton  have,  we  learn,  also  been  nominated  for  the  rank 
of  Lieutenant. 

In  relation  to  this  proceeding,  the  Washington  cor- 
respondent of  the  Philadelphia  North  American 
writes  the  folio v/ing  letter:  — 

Washington,  Aug.  3,  1846. 
One  of  the  main  objects  of  the  Board  of  Naval  Offi- 
cers wliich  was  recently  convened  liere,  was  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  special  cases  embraced  in  the 
proposition  laid  before  Congress  by  Mr.Bancroft  in 
his  annual  message,  for  changing  the  system  of  prom- 
otion in  the  service,  from  the  established  mode  of  seni- 
ority to  one  of  "merit,"  to  be  determined  by  tlie  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy.  There  are  now  several  vacancies 
in  the  grade  of  Post  Captain,  the  highest  known  to  our 
service,  and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  shifting  the  re- 
sponsibility of  overslaughing  those  of  the  next  rank 
who  are  entitled  to  the  nominations,  that  this  subject 
was  laid  before  the  council  by  Mr.  Bancroft.  His 
own  conclusion  was  foregone  and  long  since  know'n. 
I  regret  to  say  a  majority  of  the  Board  have  coincid- 
ed with  the  views  of  the  Secretary,  and  so  far  as  their 
recommendation  can  go,  these  olliccrs  are  lo  be  os- 
tracised. 

Now,  let  us  look  at  the  facts  of  the  case; — Charges 
were  alleged,  as  I  understand,  against  three  comman- 
dcns,  and  the  Board  entered  upon  an  « }mrle  investiga- 
tion, to  pronounce  judgment  upon  their  brother  offi- 
cers, whether  they  deserved  to  be  promoted  or  not.- 
Ono  of  the  accused  is  now  out  of  the  country,  and  an 
important  letter  from  one  of  our  ministers  abroad, 
vouching  for  his  character  and  eminently  creditable  to 
the  officers,  crew  iiiid  condition  of  tho  vessel  under 
his  command,  helonging  to  the  files  of  the  Navy  de- 
partment, was  missing-  ■»  hen  his  case  was  examined. 
Neither  of  the  parties  were  summoned  or  heard  in 
person,  by  witiicss  or  by  council,  and  yet  this  council 
thus  arbitrarily  constituted,  not  respecting  the  forms 
of  legal  trial  or  court-martial,  have  undertaken  to  pro- 
nounce sentence,  the  very  next  to  that  of  death,  dis- 
grace, without  hearing  any  other  than  one  side  of  the 


It  is  painful  to  me  to  take  public  exception  to  any 
act  sanctioned  by  a  body  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy. 
I  respect  them  and  tlie  service  too  much  to  utter  a 
word  in  harshness  or  ill-feeling;  but  a  sense  of  public 
duty  compels  me  to  say,  tlie  officers  concerned  in  this 
movement  will  have  occasion  to  regret  the  parts  they 
have  played,  though  it  be  in  accordance  witli  the  wish- 
es of  the  Secretary.  In  striking  this  blow  at  others, 
the  time  is  not  distant  w^hen  it  will  reach  with  double 
force  upon  themselves,  and  they  will  find,  when  too 
late,  they  have  been  the  instruments  in  the  hands  of  one 
who  liad  resentments  to  make  and  revenge  to  gratify. 

If  the  accused  are  guilty  ofacts  which  should  deny 
their  promotion,  why  not  convene  a  Court  Martial,  let 
them  be  fairly  tried  and  dismissed  from  the  service, 
if  they  deserve  it.  Or  let  their  nominations  to  the  Se- 
nate be  accompanied  by  an  authenticated  statement  of 
the  facts,  by  which  that  tribunal  can  pass  judgment. 
These  are  the  true  and  the  only  proper  modes  of  pun- 
ishment and  of  justice,  to  which  no  honorable  officer 
would  except. 

But,  that  an  inquisHlon  should  be  assembled  at  the 
seat  of  governmeut  to  cary  out  the  purposes  and  piques 
of  a  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  is  a  daring  innovation  and 
outrage,  for  which  even  these  days  of  license  were 
hardly  prepared.  I  pronounce  it  a  flogTaut  infraction 
upon  the  usage  and  the  character  of  the  service,  cal- 
culated to  breed  jealousies,  distrust  and  disaffection, 
among  the  officers,  for  which  Mr.  Bancroft  should  be 
liisniisseiZ  from  the  head  of  the  Department.  His 
whole  course  during  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  vio- 
lence to  the  Navy  and  injustice  to  the  gallant  officers. 

But  does  Mr.  Bancroft  (latter  himself  with  the  be- 
lief that  the  Senate  will  consent  to  pretermit  its  por- 
tion of  tlie  appointing  power,  upon  his  advice,  or  the 
recommendation  of  any  Council,  Board  or  Inquisition 
Vifhich  he  may  think  proper  to  convene,  in  order  to 
get  his  opinions  endorsed-'  If  he  does,  he  will  find 
himself  woefully  deceived.  The  Senate  will  insist 
upon  the  rights  of  lineal  rank,  and  will  adjudge  each 
officer's  promotion  by  his  character  and  ability,  as 
they  liave  always  done  before.  They  will  demand 
nominations  according  to  grade,  or  at  least  refuse  the 
pets  of  the  Secretary,  whom  he  will  attempt  to  foist 
over  the  heads    of  deserving  and  meritorious  men. 

This  proceedingwas  resisted  with  becoming  resolu- 
tion by  Com.  Stewart,  the  President  of  the  Board, 
Com.  Jones,  Com.  Kearney,  and  others.  1  am  infor- 
med Cora.  Stewart  has  drawn  up  a  protest  on  his 
own  behalf,  which,  when  it  comes  before  the  public, 
will  shed  a  halo  of  glory  around  the  hmw  of  that 
war-v/orn  veteran  and  patriot." 

"  The  Sioux  and  Pawnees  in  Arms. — The  St.  Louis 
Republican  received  the  following  information  from 
Mr.  Pappin,  who  arrived  at  that  place  from  Fort 
Johns. 

During  the  absence  of  the  Pawnees  on  a  huntingex- 
cui'sion,  about  two  weeks  ago,  a  large  war  party  of  the 
Sioux,  severalhundrcd  in  number,  visited  and  burned 
their  three  villages  on  the  Platte  and  tributaries,  des- 
troyed their  crops  of  growing  corn  and  turned  loose 
their  horses.  A  missionary  and  his  family,  living  in 
one  of  the  villages,  was  shot  at  several  times;  one  of 
the  balls  passed  through  his  clothes,  bai-ely  missing 
him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Council  Bluffs. 

The  Siou.x  are  greatly  dissatisfied  at  the  passing  of 
the  California  emigrants  through  their  country;  com- 
plain that  they  kill  all  their  game,  and  declai-e  that  no 
more  shall  be  permitted  to  intrude,  unless  tliey  pay 
them  for  the  privilege.  They  have  made  the  same 
complaints  to  the  mountain  traders,  and  strongly  m-ge 
their  claims  for  payment,  and  desired  to  hold  a  coun- 
cil with  Col.  Kearney  on  the  subject. 

The  Pawnees  were  practising  their  thieving  propen- 
sities on  the  emigrants,  following  them  in  small  jiar- 
ties  and  stealing  their  horses,  cattle,  &c.,  when  left 
unguai'ded.  One  man,  who  had  strayed  from  the 
camp,  was  found  by  a  body  of  twenty  or  thirty,  and 
completely  stripped  of  all  that  he  had,  was  then  badly 

flogged,  and  afterwards  allowed  to  return  to  camp 

Game  is  said  to  be  very  scarce,  and  many  of  the  Sioux 
and  other  tribes  arc  in  a  starving  condition. 

The  emigrants  were  understood  to  be  progressing 
slowly,  divided  in  parties  of  thirty  or  forty  wagons, 
for  the  purpose  of  belter  procuring  game  and  watcr-- 
The  h-dders  of  the  Mormons  were  at  Council  Bluffs. 
About  one  thousand  wagons,  belonging  to  Mormonii 
had  arrived  there,  and  they  were  waiting  for  the  re- 
mainder to  come  up,  when  they  iiilended  to  proceed 
to  Great  Pawnee  Island,  on  the  Platte,  and  there  .en- 
camp Cor  the  winter- 
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WAR    WITH    MEXICO. 


THE  ort'ER  TO   NEGOTIATE  FOK  FEICE. 

President  Polk's  overtures  lo  IVIe.\icc),  to  send  or  to 
receive  a  minisiir  pleiiipoleniiary  willi  powers  to  seille 
the  existing  cnnlroversj'  and  teriniiiate  ilie  Wiir,  will  not 
only  meet  the  cordial  approhniion  of  llie  people  "/'  lliis 
country,  but  will  also  elicit  the  plaudits  of  all  (he  Chris- 
tian powers.  This  proposition  of  ilie  president,  it  will 
be  observed,  was  not  at  alt  dependant  upon  the  success 
of  his  application  lo  congress  for  the  two  millions  of 
dollars  which  he  asked  that  body  for,  with  a  view  lo  aid 
bim  in  the  negotiation.  The  letter  from  the  secretary 
of  state,  Mr.  Uuchanan,  to  the  .Mexican  tninisler  of  fo- 
reimi  relations,  proposing  negotiation,  was  dated  tlie 
-7lh  of  July,  ISJij.  and  was  winj{jn»  its  way  towards 
"the  Halls  of  the  Moiitaznmas,"  twH  week  before  the 
president,  in  conjide.nlial  nussage  lo  Ilie  srnale,  apprised 
that  body  of  his  hiving  any  such  desigri.  The  conli- 
dcntial  rnissnge  was  sent' to  the  senate  on  the -tih  of 
August— inforniinit  Ilia!  body  of  the  step  he  had  taken, 
and  asking  money  to  aid  him  in  negoliaiing  a  peace. — 
That  the  Me.xican  government  will  be  constrained  ro 
accept  this  overture  of  our  government,  ot  leosi  so  far 
as  to  receive  or  lo  send  a  minisier,  is  hardly  to  be  doubt- 
ed. To  the  enibarra.ssoieiits  under  »  hich  they  are  labor- 
"}A'i  will  now  be  added  beyond  doubt— the  earnest  ad- 
vice of  Ibe  British  legaiion,  and  the  offer  (.f  that  govern- 
ment to  mediain  for  a  peace  bciween  ihe  I  iiiied  Slates 
and  Mexico.  England  nii^iht  have  been  disposed  to 
pinmoie  a  dispuie  between  Me.xico  and  ihe  United 
Slates,  very  naturally,  so  long  as  she  had  a  quarrel  of 
her  own  wiih  ihe  laitcr,  which  there  was  a  probability 
Would  terminate  in  war,  but  having  now  settled  all  dis- 
putes of  her  own,  she  has  such  obvious  inieresis  to  sub- 
serve by  a  resiorntion  of  peace  in  Mexico— her  commerce 
and  her  cnpiialisls  have  so  much  to  loose  by  Mexico 
being  blockaded,  invaded,  overrun,  and  dismembered, 
that  there  can  be  no  Joubi  of  the  sincerity  of  their  inter- 
posi'ion. 

To  the  inflaeiice  of  the  British  di.ilnmaiic  agents  at 
Me.xico,  it  is  probable  will  soon  be  added  ihat  of  a  new 
french  minister,  widi  whom  a  fiigaio  was  about  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  gulf  wiih,  when  the  lasisteamer  left  Europe. 
No  pjieiitaie  of  Europe  is  more  anxious  to  mainici  i  a  ge 
neral  peace  amongst  Ihe  Chrislinn  powers,  than  LoTiis 
Philippe.  The  condnuance  i^f  a  war  between  the  Uiiil- 
cd  Slates  and  .Mexico,  would  soon  embrace  other  pow- 
ers in  the  conflict. 
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had  boih  declined,— wluni  2  to  3d  |      Mexican  indemxitv.  — The  scrip  authorized  to  be 

';•'■ 'j''^'-      ,     ,.      I  I '^™ed  in  p,ayment  of  the  $320,000  of  the  second  and 

Yron.  aJlVnrld'^mmediaSy  on  leaniing  that  ihe  ta-    f^.^';^"'^^  installments,  is  made  out,   and  will  be 

ritr  had  passed  the  house  of  representatives.  distributed  among  the  claimants  forthwith.     This  is  a 

Muimfacluritiff  dislricts.    There  is  not  much  brisk-    ''^'^  P<^"'  cent  stock,  redeemable  in  five  years,  and  will 

ss  in  ihe  maiiufaciuring  districiB.    The  business  has    no  doubt  command  par.     The  tardiness  of  the   Gov- 

011  so  unorohlabl,'*.  ihflt  snniH  of  die  ninniinirtiir,.r*i  hnil     ci'nrrx^,,i   :«..„) i„j._: .i.^-.     ,  ,. 
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been  so  unproliiablo,  ihai  some  of  die  manufacturers  had 
serious  noiioiis  of  working  short  lime,  when  the  intelh- 
gcnce  arrived  tiiot  ihe  house  of  repieseniaiives  had  pass- 
ed Ihe  lariir.     This  yuve  a  fillip  lo  ihe  despuiuling,  bui 

yet  remains  lo  be  seen  wheihor  the  same  siicccw  will 
aiiend  ihe  measure  in  the  senate.  'iVade  here  will  re- 
vive if  ihe  tarid'  pass  in  iis  intei,'riiy. 

Oregon  wool  .\t  iho  l,ondoii  wool  sales,  recently 
concluded,  some  aiienlion  was  excited  by  a  small  quan- 
liiy  of  ihai  article  from  Oregon,  which  arrived  in  toler- 
able condition,  free  from  burs,  and  well  washed.  It 
commanded  a  good  price,  and  the  country  is  said  to  be 
favornb'e  for  its  pruduciioii. 

Dwarlanauth  Tagore,  the  distinguished  East  In.lian, 
whose  movetneius  in  England  and  France  have  been 
attended  wiih  so  much  interest,  died  in  London  on  the 
1st.  His  family  have  been  known  for  many  years  as 
omong  ihe  moat  wealthy  in  Calcutta. 

C/ivlera  in  London.  In  the  house  of  lords  on  Ihe  3d 
inst.,  lOarl  Fi  7.willian)  iiiaile  some  enquiry  respeciing 
Ihe  lord  mayoi'e  announcement  that  llie  cholera  had  ap" 
peared  in  London.  The  Marquis  ol  Laiisdnwn  replied, 
ihal  invesiigaiion  had  been  made,  ami  mslanccs  of  a 
disease  ascerinined,  bill  they  were  without  the  aggrival- 
ed  characicr  of  the  -Asiatic  cholera.  Theljondon  Times 
denominales  il  as  -T/te  English  cholera,"  and  says:— 
"  Wiihin  Ihe  last  few  days  ihere  has  been  an  enormous 
increase,  at  ihe  various  meiropoliian  liospilals  and  dis- 
pensaries, of  Eriglish  cholera  in  a  very  acuie  form.  Ii 
IS  atlribiilable  mure  to  atmospheric  inlluences  than  the 
use  of  fruit,  to  which  it  is  generally  ascribed.'' 

Ireland.  Old  Daniel  O'Connell  and  "Voung  Ire- 
land,'' have  goi  fairly  ai  loggerheads.  Afler  a  two^days 
wranele,  during  which  the  question  as  lo  usin»  phy- 
sical Jorce,  was  mooled,  Mr.  John  O'Connell  linally 
seceded  Ironi  ihe  repealers.  O'Connell  denounces,  and 
will  endeavor  by  ihe  aid  of  ihe  Caiholic  priests,  to  sup 
press '"r/ieA'(;(ioii,"  Ihe  organ  of  "Young  Ireland,"  now 
ediied  by  Gavin  DufTy,  as  being  heretical,  boih  in  reli- 
gion and  poliiics. 

FRANCE 

Anoiher  atlempt  has  been  made  on  llie  life  of  ihe  king 
of  France.  While  sealed  at  the  window  in  ihe  palace 
of  Ihe  Tuilleries,  lo  listen  to  a  ronceri  performed  by  ihe 
Nalional  Guards,  on  the  30, h  ulumo,  a  man  in  Ihe 
crowd  drew  a  pisiol  and  fired  two  shois  at  the  king.— 
He  missed  him,  of  course,  and  also  iliose  in  his  imme- 
diate viciniiy.  He  was  iinmedialely  arreoied.  His 
name  was  Joseph  Henry.  He  said  he  was  weary  of 
lile  and  resolved  lo  commit  ihis  crime  as  a  means  of 
meeling  death. 

The  aiiempt  on  his  life  excited  no  percepiible  emolion 
in  Ihe  mind  ol  die  king.  He  was  as  calm  and  as  com- 
posed as  if  noihing  had  happened.  His  niajesiy,  as  on 
previous  occasions,  sat  oul  the  conclusion  of  the  con- 
cert, and  ihen  went  lo  wiiness  the  fireworks,  for  the 
the  usual  signal.  After 


The  sicanier  Caledonia  lefi  Liverpool  on  ihe  -lih,  and 
reached  Boston  on  ihe  isih  insi. 

GREAT    BRITAIN. 

Prince  Albert  was  on  a  visit  to  Liverpool,  and  there 
we  e  magnificent  doings  ihere  upon  the  occasion.  Bu- 
Biness  was  suspended,  and  all  hands  went  in  for  enjoy, 
mem. 

The  King  and  Queen  of  Sweden  have  been  on  a  vi- 
sit to  ihe  Danish  court,  and  have  been  received  vviih  great 
pomp  and  respect. 

In  ih  ■  Dici  of  Swi'zerland  on  the  22d  July,  a  leller 
was  read  Irom  (be  consul  of  Swiizerland  at  New  York 

Btating  that,  in  Ihe  name  of  the  Presideni  of  the  United    ceri,  ana    men   weni   lo  wiine 

States,  he  had  lo  am,0|ince  ihnl  the  wor  wid,  Mexico  commencement  ol  which  he  gave  me  usual  siunal.  All 
was  only  defensive,  and  ihal  as  soon  as  Mexico  should  they  were  concluded  he  returned  lo  Neuillj"  a.  d  fror 
desNie  :o  make  pea-^e,  he  would  accept  it.  ,hence  siaried  lo  ihe  Chateau  d'Eu.     The  assassin  w 

A  Pans  paper,  ;he  Coi.rrier  Francais,  says  Ihat  the    no  doubt,  be  beheaded,  like  his  predecessor  Lecomnle 
Mexican  governmcnl   has   demanded    of  France  and     H- ■-■■-"-'■--— -^     '     '     -    -  ti.ca,ui  x^ciumpic 

England  iheir  mediation  lo  put  an  end  lo  the  war  with  '  '- 
the  United  Slates.     The   departure   of  ihe  Psyche  lor 
Vera  Cruz  has  been  delayed   several  days  in  order  ihat 
it  may  carry  ihe  answer  In  this  proposition.     (Doubtful.) 

Al  Berlin,  on  the  22d,  .Mr.  VVheaion.  'he  American 
minisier,  took  his  leave  of  ihe  King  of  Pru.ssia,  and  Mr. 
Donaldson  was  received  in  private  audience  and  pre- 
senlcd  his  credentials. 

Purliament— Sugar  duties.  The  debale  on  ihe  sugar 
duties  occupied  iwo  days,  and  the  government  scheme 
triumphed  by  a  majoniy  of  245  lo  135— nearly  two  lo 
one.  This  result  virtually  abrogates  the  monopoly,  and 
places  sugar  in  the  same  categ.rry  as  corn,  by  uii  easy 
declension  on  the  high  road  to  free  trade  Sir  Robert 
Peel  gave  the  ministerial  measure  a  generous  support, 
and  the  grealness  of  the  majority  may  be  traced  lo  ihal 
circnmslance. 

The  crops.  Harvesting  was  inlerupled  bv  frequent 
thunder  storms  and  showers.  The  quality  of  grain  is 
good  however,  and  the  quaiiiiiy  promises  a  faTr  aver- 
age. 

Marhets.  Collon  was  in  rather  better  demand  on 
opening  the  markets  after  the  holidays;  If),OCO  bales  sold 
to  the  irade;  scarce  any  on  speculation  nor  for  export. 
No  change  in  price. 

Mane:,  nyr/cet.  has  fluciualcd  somewhat  Mexican  I  dy  go"rup'a"comVany  for  ihe  cultivation  ol  suear  cane, 
fives  had  fallen  lo  ■:.,,-,  A  meeting  of  Ihe  Mexican  I  on  a  grand  scale.  They  |.ropose  also  to  make'great  ef 
M.nm,.  Association  was  held  in  London  on  Weunes- ,  fcris  to  obtain  possession  of  a  large  share  of  the  China 
da>,  the  repori  o  I  which  did  not  show  a  ngh  sia.e  of .  irade.  Ihe  government  has  established  a  professorship 
pro  pe-v.    T^he  •»"!,  an  executive  had  aoknowledgca    of  ihe  C'linesa  language  in  the  UnivttsHy. 


.11  dressed,  ol  elegant  mi  nners,  and  at  ihe  time 
arrested    had    HO   francs  in    his  pocket.     1'his 
makes  the  seventh  aliempi  al  assassination   lioin  which 
Louis  Philippe  has  escaped. 

From  Algiers  the  news  is  of  the  usual  characler,  thai 
IS  10  say,  Ihe  French  have  chastised  the  revolted  or  dis- 
affecled  tribes,  seized  ihtir  flocks,  and  com|)elled  them 
to  make  heavy  payments  in  money.  1'he  tribes  of  the 
Ouledbidi-Yahtn-Ben-Kaleb,  those  of  the  mountains  to 
llie  north  of  Seiif,  of  OuledAissa,  of  Amoucha,  have 
been  ihus  treated.  The  last  accounts  represent  the 
country  as  Iranquil.     There  were  no  tidings  of  Abd-el- 

Louis  Bonaparle,  Ex-King  of  Holland,  died  at  Leg- 
horn of  apoplexy,  on  the  21ih  ull.  aged  sixty-seven. 

The  Pope  of  Rome  has  granied  a  general  amnesty  to 
all  political  offenders. 

RUSSIA. 

Si.  Pcter.<:burg,  July  U.  The  marriage  of  the  Emperor's 

daughter,  the  Princess  Olga,  with  the   Prince  Royal  of 

Wnrtemburg,  has  just  been  celebrated   wiih  very  great 

poiop. 

Orders  have  been  seni  to  Kenva  to  sign  tlie  treaty  of 
commerce  between  this  country  and  Austria. 

HoLLAiN-D.  The  merchanls  of  Holland  are  turning 
iheir  aueniion  lo  colonial  enterprise.     They  have  alrea- 


ernment  in  acknowledging  their  obligation  to  pay  this 
money, has  ledlo  the  sacrifice  of  their  shares,  by  some 
of  Ihe  claimants,  at  prices  hardly  more  than  one-third 
of  what  they  would  now  command Cor.  A".  Y.  Com. 

.Idv. 


BALTI.MOr.E  CITY     CO.VVENriON    ANT>  MR.   DALLAS. 

At  a  meeling  of  the  Democratic  Convention  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  held  at  Democratic  Hall  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  August  5th,  it  was, 

Kesolvcd,  That  a  committee  of  twenty  be  appointed 
on  behalf  of  this  Convention,  and  in  the  name  of  the 
Democracy  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  convey  to  the 
Hon.  George  M.  Dallas  their  liigh  and  grateful  ap- 
preciation of  his  public  services  in  the  exalted  station 
of  Vice  President  of  the  U.  S.  which  he  so  worthily 
dignifies  and  adorns. 

That  we  greet  liim  as  the  faithful  champion  of  Ihe 
rights  of  the  whole,  against  the  struggling  competition 
of  the  few,  for  more  than  equal  right  and  justice,  re- 
garding him  among  the  bright  and  shining  lights  of  the 
land,  whose  example  sustains  the  confidence  of  tlie 
wise  and  good  in  the  stability  of  our  institutions. 

That  on  his  return  through  Baltimore,from  his  long 
and  ardous  service  in  the  Senate,  this  dommillee  be 
instructed  to  wait  upon  him,  and  to  tender  to  him  the 
high  personal  esteem  and  abiding  confidence  of  (ho 
Democracy  of  Baltimore. 

WM.  rnicK, 
President  of  the  Convention. 
WiUiamA.  Boyd,  1st  Vice  President. 
David  Stewart,       2d         do. 
Edward  O'Leary    3d         do. 
Andrew  H.  Wells,  4th        do. 
Wm.   J.  Page,         5th       do. 
Nath'l  Cox,  -\ 

Thomas  Humes,  C     Secretaries. 

Tho's  J.  SpUman,  j 
Cemim/(tf.— Henry  Louderman,  Hugh  A.  Cooper 
Dr.  Moumonicr,  Joshua  \'ansant,  Thomas  J.  Spilman' 
Wm.  Blakeney,  Andrew  II.  WeUs,  Mam-ice  Bu«h' 
Chas.  Soran,  Francis  Reilly,  II.  F.  Friese,  J.J.  Ring' 
Mark  Grafton,  Wm.  J.  Cole,  I.  M.  Deiison  Wm  g' 
Krebs,  Wm.  J.  Page,  Elias  Ware,  David  Stewart  f" 
M.  liaughman.  ' 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  resolutions.a  cor- 
respondence look  place  between  Mr.  Fbick  as  Pres- 
ident of  the  Convention,  and  Mr.  Dallas,  in  which 
the  former  gentleman,  enclosing  the  resolutions  of  the 
Convention,  takes  occasion  to  express  his  own  "ardent 
admiration  of  the  bright  example"  which  Mr.  Dallas 
has  "held  up  to  the  reverend  imitation  of  those  whose 
calling  It  is  to  shape  our  national  path." 

William  H.  Simmons,  to  be  register  of  the  land  of- 
fice for  the  district  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  St  Au- 
gustine, in  the  State  of  Florida. 


The  following  are   part  of  the 
:    the 


Appropriations 
appropriations  made  by   Congress  during    their  late 
session: — 

For  the  regular  army  "^ 

West  Point  military  academy 
Prosecution  of  Uie  war  with  Mexico 
Pay  of  volunteers 
Fortifications 
Certain  defences 

Deficient  appropriations  for  1846 
Support  of  the  navy 
Expenditures  on  ac't  of  the  Indians 
Pay  of  members  of  Congress,  &c. 
Civil  and  diplomatic  service 
Post  office  department 


$6,873,000 

121,776 

10,000,000 

1 1 ,957,000 

1,440,000 

170,000 

1,700,000 

7,450,000 

1,141,000 

239,000 

4,034,000 

4,078,000 


^•'il,  144,000 
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Military  Appointments. 
The  following  hreret  appointments  have  heen  made 
in  the  army  by  tlio  President,  and   confirmed  by   the 
Senate; — 

IV  EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Senate  nflhe  United  StiUes,  Aigiist  8,  1846. 
Resolved.  That  the  Senate  advise  and  consent  to 
the  following  promotions  in  the  army  by  brevet  for 
gallant  and  distinguished  services  in  the  battles  of  Pa- 
lo Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  in  Texas,  on  the  8th 
and  9th  of  May,  1846,  and  in  the  defence  of  Fort 
Brown,  Texas,  during  its  bombardment  from  the  3d 
to  the  9th  of  May,  1 846,  agreeably  to  their  nomina- 
tions respectively,  viz: 

Lieutenant  Colonel  James  S.  Mc-Intosh,  of  the  5th 
regiment  of  infantry,  to  be  colonel  by  brevet,  to  date 
from  the  9th  of  May,  1846. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Matthew  M.  Payne,  of  the  4th  regi- 
ment of  artillery,  to  be  colonel  by  brevet,  to  date 
from  the  9th  of  May,  1846. 

Brevet  Lieut.  Colonel  William  G.  Belknap,  major 
of  the  8th  infantry,  to  be  colonel  by  brevet,  to  date 
from  the  9th  of  May,  1846. 

Captain  Edgar  S.  Hawkins,  of  the  7th  reghnent  of 
infantry,  to  be  major  by  brevet,  to  date  from  the  9th 
of  May,  1846. 

Capt.  George  A.  Mc-Call,  of  the  4th  regiment  of  in- 
fantry, to  be  major  by  brevet,  to  date  from  the  9th 
of  May,  1846. 

Capt.  Joseph  B.  F.  Mansfield,  of  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers, to  be  major  by  brevet,  to  date  from  the  9th 
of  May,  1846. 

Capt.  Alexander  S.  Hooe,  of  the  5th  regiment  of 
infantry,  to  be  major  by  brevet,  to  date  from  the  9th 
of  May,   1846. 

Capt.  Robert  C.  Buchanan,  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
infantry,  to  be  major  by  brevet,  to  date  from  the  9th 
of  May,  1846. 

Capt.  Cliarles  A.  May,  of  the  2d  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, to  be  major  by  brevet,  to  date  from  the  8th  of 
May,  184®-. 

Capt.  P.  W.  Barbour,  of  the  3d  regiment  of  infan- 
ti-y,  to  be  major  by  brevet,  to  date  from  the  9th  of- 
May,  1846. 

Capt.  James  Duncan,  of  the  2d  regiment  of  artille- 
ry, to  be  major  by  brevet,  to  date  from  the  8th  of 
May,  1846. 

First  Lieutenact  Randolph  R  idgely ,  of  the  3d  regi- 
ment of  artilleiT-  to  be  captain  by  brevet,  to  date  from 
the  9th  of  May ;  1846. 

First  Lieutenant  William  H.  Churchill,  of  the  3d 
regiment  of  artiilerv,  to  be  captain  by  brevet,  to  date 
fromthe9thof  May,  1846. 

Second  Lieut.  James  S.  Woods,  of  the  4th  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  to  be  fii-st  lieutenant  by  brevet,  to 
date  from  the  9th  of  May,  1846. 

Second  Lieut.  Alexander  Plays,  of  the  4th  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  to  be  first  lieutenant  by  brevet,  to 
dale  from  the  0th  of  May,  1846. 

Captain  James  Duncan,  2d  artillery,  to  be  lieuten- 
ant colonel  by  brevet,  for  gallant  and  highly  distin- 
guished conduct  in  the  battle  of  Resaca  de  la  Palma, 
to  date  from  the  9th  of  May,  1846. 

Captain  Charles  A.  May,  2d  ih-agoons,  to  be  lieut- 
enant colonel  by  bievet,  for  gallant  and  highly  distin- 
guished conduct  in  the  battle  of  Resaca  de  la  Palma, 
to  date  from  the  9th  of  May,  184(5. 

Subsequently  to  the  nomination  of  the  above,  which 
was  on  Saturday,  a  list  of  names  for  brevet  appoint- 
ments was  received  from  Gen.  Taylor,  containing  the 
following  in  addition  to  the  above.  These  additional 
names  were  submitted  to  the  Senate  yesterday  morn- 
ing; but  as  that  body  did  not  go  into  Executive  ses- 
sion beforeits  final  adjournment  at  12  o'clock,  the  list 
lays  over  for  their  future  action: 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Childs,  3d  artillery. 
Captain  C.  F.  Smith,  2d  artillery. 
Capt.  J.  B.  Scott,  4th  artillery. 
Captain  Lewis  N.  Morris,  3d  infantry. 
Lieutenant  (Jolonel  J.  Garland,  4tli  infantry. 
Brevet  Major  George  Allen,  4th  infantry. 
Major  T.  Staniford,  5Ui  infantry. 
Captain  M.  Scott,  5th  infantry. 
Captain  Montgomery,  8th  infantry. 
Lieutenant  C.  H.  Gates,  8th  infantry. 
Lientcnaiit  G.  Lincoln,  8th  infantry. 
Lieutenant  C   D.  Jordan,  yth  infantry. 
Captain  A.  Lowe,  2d  artillery. 
Lieutenant  B.  Bragg,  3d  aitillcry. 
Captain  D.  S.  Miles  7th  infantry. 


Lieutenant  F.  N.  Page,  7th  infantry. 

Colonel  Twiggs,  who  is  on  General  Taylor's  list, 
having  recently  (since  the  battles  of  the  8th  and  9th 
of  May)  been  appointed  a  brigadier  general  in  the 
army,  his  name  for  brevet  of  that  grade  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  list  submitted  to  the  Senate.  About 
twenty  more  officers  wap  presented  as  deserving 
brevets,  if  it  should  be  Seined  proper  to  extend  the 
number  beyond  the  first  class,  but  this  was  not  done. 
As  the  list  now  is,  it  is  believed  to  be  large  beyond 
any  former  precedent  in  the  practice  of  this  Govern- 
ment.— Union.  • 


CAPT.  Thornton's  defence. 
The  trial  of  Capt.  Thornton,  2d  dragoons,  on  the 
charges  preferred  againgt  him  by  the  commanding 
general,  for  the  loss  of  his  squadron  of  dragoons, 
captured  on  the  25lh  April  la«t,  terminated  on  Wed- 
nesday. It  is  a  long  established  custom,  we  believe, 
in  both  the  army  and  navy,  lo  bring  to  trial  the  com- 
mander of  an  expedition,  whenever  unfortunate;  and 
this,  however,  unfortunate  to  individuals,  appears 
but  just  to  the  accused  and  the  country  —  truth  is 
vindicated,  and  the  community  learns  whether  her 
interests  are  committed  to  safe  hands  Capt.  Thorn- 
ton was  assisted,  in  tlie  managernent  of  his  case,  by 
Capt.  Barbour,  .3d  infantry,  and  Lieut.  Bragg,  3d  ar- 
tillery; and  at  10  o'clock,  on  Wednesday,  his  written 
defence  was  made  to  the  court  by  Mr.  Braj^g. 

Several  members  of  the  court,  veterans  who  hid 
stormed  the  breach,  could  not  restrain  a  tear  of  sym- 
pathy— and  many  a  moist  eye  was  lo  be  seen  in  the 
large  audience  which  attended  to  hear  the  vindica- 
tion of  this  gallant  and  universally  popular  ofiicer. 
We  regret  that  we  are  not  able  to  lay  before  our 
readers  the  whole  of  the  admirable  defence  of  the 
gallant  captain.  He  commenced  by  stating  that  a 
long  established  principle  of  his  profession,  and  a 
stern  sense  of  duty  on  the  part  of  his  accusers,  ha  I 
brought  him  before  the  court  in  his  present  position. 
Success,  he  was  aware,  was,  with  military  men, 
often  the  best  of  merit:  yel  he  hoped  to  be  able  to 
slow,  even  if  he  were  not  successful  in  his  expedi- 
tion, his  failure  was  not  owing  to  the  omission  of  ne- 
cessary precaution- 

On  the  night  of  the  24ih  of  April,  with  a  command 
of  three  commissioned  officers  and  filly  rank  and  file, 
he  was  ordered  lo  reconnoitre  a  country  some  27 
miles  in  extent,  and  to  bring  information,  whether 
the  enemy  had  cro.-scd  the  Rio  Bravo,  his  numbers, 
and  his  position;  and  he  had  also  further  vested  or- 
ders from  the  commanding  general,  to  ascertain,  if 
possible,  whether  he  had  crossed  his  artilery,  and  to 
report  by  the  nest  day  at  12  o'clock.  He  referred 
to  the  testimony  of  Capt.  Hardee  and  Lieut.  Cane, 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  executed  these  iiistruc- 
tit.ns.  He  regretted  that  he  could  not  lay  before 
the  court  the  testimony  of  Lieut  Mason,  but  regard- 
ed his  loss  as  nothing,  compared  with  that  of  the 
friends  and  relations  of  the  gallant  young  officer 
who  fell  as  he  had  lived,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 
From  the  recapitulation  of  the  testimony  of  Capt. 
Hardee  and  Lieut.  Cane,  in  the  delence,  it  appears 
that  every  precaution  was  used  to  guard  against  sur- 
prise— that  an  advance  guard  was  thrown  oui,  that 
Hanks  were  impassable  for  the  most  part,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country  ii  being  a  perfect  defile,  ad- 
mitting at  times  a  single  horseman  with  didiculiy, 
that  when  Caplain  Thornton  halted  bis  squadron  to 
rest  his  men  and  horses,  which  was  extremely  ne- 
cessary, a  sentinel  was  placed  at  both  ends  of  the 
load,  so  that  no  one  could  approach  without  his 
knowledge.  .About  daylight  iiexl  morning  the  com- 
mand proceeded  toward  the  river,  and  to  the  constant 
inquiries  made  of  every  one  that  was  met,  "whether 
tlie  enemy  had  crossed,"  ihe  reply  was  "he  had," 
but  all  spoke  from  rumor — this  Capt.  Thornton  be- 
lieved to  be  unreli.ible  authority  upon  which  he 
could  not  base  a  report,  and  he  releired  as  an  evi- 
dence of  this,  to  the  numerous  false  rumors  with 
which  the  American  camp  had  abounded  for  a  month 
previous.  Captain  T.  alluded  lo  the  su-picioiis  con- 
duct of  his  guide,  which  induced  him  to  queslion  his 
fidcliiy;'  and  subsequent  events,  he  thought,  proved 
that  he  v\  as  employed  in  connexion  with  other  spies, 
to  lead  him  into  a  position  lioin  which  retreat  was 
impossible.  Subsequent  information  upon  which  he 
could  rely,  satisfied  him  that  his  return  to  camp  had 
been  cut  ofi',  that  the  enemy  was  in  his  rear  wi'.h  u 
force  of  5UU  cavalry  and  a  parly  of  Indians.  Upon 
the  receipt  of  this  iiiforinaliun,  he  redoubled  his  pre- 
cautions— he  increased  his  advance  guard  and  placed 
it  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Mason,  with  minute 

*'i'hc  cliariicitr  ol  Chnpito  is  well  known  lo  ni.ist  ol 
the  eiiizenu  u!  Western  I'cxqs.  Ho  wii.s  always  here 
looked  upon   as  a  double  laced,  Irencheroun  scoiidiel 


instructions  to  keep  ahead  and  be  vigilant,  but  not  to 
fire  upon  the  enemy  unless  forced  to  do  so.  From 
this  lime.  Captain  Thornton  proceeded  without  a 
guide,  Chapito  having  deserted  him.  Captain  Thorn- 
ton here  argued,  and  we  think  conclusively  proved, 
that  an  attempt  to  return  would  have  been  more  dis- 
astrous than  his  move  forward;  he  also  contended 
that  a  "rear  guard,"  with  such  a  small  force,  would 
have  been  untactical,  and,  in  his  opinion,  unnecessa- 
ry; and,  lurther,  that  it  was  not  prescribed.  The 
rear  was  assigned  to  C.iptain  Hardee,  and  he  never 
left  it  without  being  ordered  back  by  Capt.  Thorn- 
ton. He  went  on  further  lo  slate,  that  if  the  com- 
mand liad  obeyed  his  instructions,  they  would  not 
have  entered  Ihe  field  in  which  they  were  afterwards 
ca[itured;  but,  he  remarked,  "no  precaution  from 
myself,  or  any  one  else,  could  have  altered  the 
result,  our  fate  was  sealed  long  before  entering  that 
field." 

Caplain  Thornton,  here  summoned  up  Ihe  facts  of 
the  case,  as  showa  by  the  testimony,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  he  had  too  responsible  and  somewhat 
varienl  duties  lo  perform,  that  of  commander  of  the 
squadron,  and  reconnilering  officer.  For  a  guide,  a 
Mexican  of  doubtful  fidelity;  a  country  of  twenty 
seven  miles  in  extent,  with  which  he  was  totally  un- 
acquainted, and  fifteen  hours,  and  eight  of  Ihem  in  the 
night,  lo  perform  this  duty  in.  In  the  opinion  of  his 
offioers,  his  rear  could  have  been  gained  by  day  with- 
out his  being  able  lo  know  it.  Spies  were  upon  his 
actions  from  the  lime  of  his  leaving  the  army,  until 
his  capture.  Ordered  to  keep  an  altitude  of  peace, 
until  the  first  blow  should  be  struck.  The  following 
portion  of  this  manly  and  soldierlike  defence,  struck 
us  so  forcibly,  Ihal  we  believe  that  we  can  repeat  it 
verbatim.  "It  was  my  misfortune,"  said  Caplain 
Thornton,  "lo  secure  that  first  blow,  upon  my  devot- 
ed head,  but  it  had  to  be  secured,  and  why  not  by 
me?"  Captain  Thornton,  here  contended,  that  the 
information  he  obtained  was  importanl;thal  by  means 
of  his  capluie  Gen.  Taylor  was  able  to  understand 
his  real  position,  that  he  was  no  longer  on  debated 
ground,  and  as  an  evidence  of  this,  referred  lo  the 
immedile  call  for  reinforcements,  the  industry  in  the 
completion  of  Fort  Brown  and  the  march  lo  Point 
Isabel  for  provisions.  But  for  the  loss  of  his  squad- 
ron probably,  the  thanks  of  a  grateful  people  would 
not  now  be  showered  upon  the  heroes  of  the  battles 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  bul  instead,  the  tears  of  widows 
and  orphans  might  have  been  met  with  the  usual  in- 
diflerence,  by  the  national  legislature.  Capt.  Thorn- 
ton, reminded,  that  lo  prevent  this  he  would  be  will- 
ing again  lo  hide  in  liis  bosom,  the  only  bleeding 
heart  amid  the  rejoicings  of  a  victorious  army. — 
Capt  Thornton,  here  remarked  if  he  neglected  any 
of  the  usual  precautions,  it  was  from  want  of  know- 
ledge, and  begged  the  court  lo  acquit  him  of  neglect, 
and  lo  find  a  verdict,  if  necessary,  against  him  for 
incapacity.  He  tnen  referred  lo  his  services  in  Flo- 
rida, and  thought  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged 
his  duties  there,  well  known  to  some  of  the  court, 
would  enable  him  to  defy  such  an  imputation.  Capt. 
Thornton  concluded  by  saying,  that  his  honor  and 
military  reputation,  were  in  the  hands  of  the  court; 
that  the  country  had  .'ound  her's  safe  in  their  hands, 
and  w  ilh  confidence  he  submitted  his  to  them. 

[J^lutamoros  ReviUe. 


VOLUNTEERS. 

VoLDXTEER  Army — Tlic  Kentucky  mounted  men, 
left  Memphis  about  the  21st  July.  The  Tennessee 
regiment  left  there  en  the  26th  July,  both  en  rauU 
for  Mexico.     The    former   are  designated    as, — 

"T/i*  Hunters  rf  Kentticky.^' — The  cavalry  regi- 
ment of  Col.  Humphrey   Marslmll,  mustering    1000 

strong,  are  represented  as  a  body  of  martial  men 

They  are  generally  athletic  young  men,  riding  splen- 
did horses,  and  their  picturesque  dress  imparls  to 
them  a  romantic  appearance.  The  hat  particularly 
is  very  fanciful.  It  is  a  drab  beaver  with  a  broad 
brim,  ornamented  with  several  gold  stai-s,  and  looped 
up  with  gold  lace  intliethree  cornered  fashion  of  tlie 
Revolution.  They  all  wear  their  beai'ds  unshorn 
with  hoots  over  the  legs  of  their  trousers,  reaching  a- 
bove  tlio  Imee,  armed  with  huge  spurs  on  Ihe  heel 
and  faced  with  red  morocco. 


The  California  volunteers.  The  U.  Slate* 
Gazette  says— It  appears  that  the  volnnleers  of  Ca- 
lilbinia,  who  are  at  present  encamped  on  CJovernor'g 
Island,  are  not  quite  as  willing  lo  go  further  than 
they  have  gone — at  least  upon  the  faith  of  the  pro- 
mise which  the  government  has  made  lo  them.  It 
was  the  general  impression  that  after  the  term  of 
their  eiilislmeiil  expired,  tliey  were  lo  receive  grants 
of  land  in  California,  as  a  reward  for  ineir  services, 


and  we  have  no  doubt  iluii  he  has  been  in  die  enemies  i  Of  course,  this  intention  implied  that  California  was 
employ  ever  since  the  iiniiy  landed  m  Corjius  Uhnsii.     I  lo  be  made  an  integral  part  of  the  union,  cithet  by 
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conquest  or  purchase;  but  tlie  condition  of  acceptance 
to  which  each  volunteer  has  subscribed,  make  the 
ilcatinalion  of  the  volunteers  perfectly  indefinate, 
and  the  localiions  of  tlio  grants  of  land  equally  a 
matter  of  doulit.  It  looks  as  if  there  had  boen  de- 
ceit, and  the  impression  made  on  the  minds  of  the 
volunteers  are,  it  is  said,  of  the  most  unfortunate 
character.  Many  of  iheca  would  like,  very  much,  to 
return,  and  quit  the  uncertain  chauee  in  tlio  west, 
for  which  they  have  perilled  all,  to  renew  the  sober- 
ness of  steady  lile,  in  the  ^reat  eastern  cily  from 
whence  they  have  been  drawn. 

Besides,  we  do  not  see  what  necessity  there  is  for 
going  to  cTnqticr  California,  settle  Oregon,  or  any 
thing  of  the  kind.  .Mr.  Polk  has  declared  that  the 
prominent  dilliculty  with  M-Jxieo  to  bo  overcome,  is 
a  boundary  line.  There  is  no  need  of  sending  a  large 
body  of  troops  so  fur,  when,  in  all  probability,  peace 
will  be  declared  before  they  get  far  enough  to  see 
the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  meet  those  of  the  Pacific. 
And,  if  we  must  have  California,  it  is  infinately  bet- 
ter to  purchase  it  honestly,  thon  lo  turn  a  war, 
which,  ill  its  inception,  was  intended  only  for  a  de- 
fence of  the  ground  lying  between  the  Nueces  and 
the  Rio  Grande  rivers,  into*!!  war  of  conquest  for  na- 
tional aggrandizement,  and  enlar^einsnt  of  our  to- 
pographical limits.  If  we  purchase,  emigrants  will, 
of  their  own  accord,  settle  it  fast  enongh. 

While  we  condemn  the  want  of  candor  on  the 
part  of  the  administration  in  its  communications  to 
these  volunteers,  and  remark  that  it  is  in  perfect 
character  with  many  previous  acts,  we  think  that 
one  very  good  ell'ect  will  grow  from  this  encamp- 
ment on  Governor's  Island,  and  that  is — that  just  so 
many  volunteers  as thereare  encamped,  justso  many 
parsons  will  have  learned  that  war  Is  nut  a  play- 
thing, even  in  its  preparations,  and  apart  from  the 
slern  reality  of  its  horrors,  ihe  privations  of  the  camp 
will  have  taken  the  gloss  from  their  bright  notions 
of  handsome  uniforms,  dashing  parades,  and  easy, 
rolicking  life;  and  if  t!;cy  should  ever  get  into  a  bat- 
tle, lh?y  will  (ind,  also,  that  glorious  wounds,  scars, 
and  mangled  limbs,  are  but  pour  recompenses  for  a 
little  modicum  of  glory,  and  that  carnage  has  any 
tiling  but  a  tendency  to  improve,  enlighten,  or  purify. 


THE  WAREHOUSING  ACT. 


CIRCULAR    TO    COLLECTORS    AND    OTHER  OFFICERS    OF    THE 
CUSTOMS. 

Treasury  Department^  August  H,  1813. 

The  following  insiruciions  and  forms  are  iransmitied 
for  the  intormaiion  ar.d  government  of  ihc  officers  of 
the  eusioms  in  carryini;  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the 
atine.xed  act  of  congress,  approved  6ih  August,  1846, 
entitled  "An  act  to  esiablish  a  wareliousiiifir  system,  and 
to  amend  'An  act  tj  provide  revenue  from  nnporis,  and 
10  change  and  inodily  existing  laws  imposing  duties  on 
imports,  and  for  other  purpcises, '■'  Approved  30ih  An- 
gusl.  1312. 

It  is  10  be  remarked,  that  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise entitled  to  entry  for  warehousing,  are  such  only  as 
shall  have  been  actually  imporied  after  the  passage  of 
the  aci  "reducing  the  duty  on  imports  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,'' approved  30ih  July,  lS4tj,  vide  6ili  section.  .*! 
^oods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  prior  to  3')ih 
July,  1S4G,  yet  nn  deposite  in  public  store,  the  duties  on 
which  have  not  been  paid,  are  subject  to  the  payment  of 
the  duties  and  charges  imposi'd  by  the  tariff  act  of  30th 
August,   1812. 

VVIiere  owners,  importers,  consignees,  or  agents  de- 
sire to  warehouse  their  guods,  due  entry  in  writing  must 
be  made  in  each  case,  aecorJiiig  to  the  furni  accompa- 
nying th 'se  instructions,  marked  A,  and  a  bond  taken 
Willi  SLiriiy  or  surities  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector, 
in  double  the  amount  of  llie  duties,  according  to  form 
marked  B. 

In  making  entry  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise 
to  be  warehoused,  all  acts  necessary  to  determine  their 
exact  quantity,  quality,  and  original  c-jst.  and  dutiable 
value,  such  as  apprising,  weighing,  gauging,  or  mea- 
suring, in  order  lo  ascertaiti  the  precise  amount  of  duty 
chargeable  on  the  importation,  must  be  performed  and 
complied  with. 

Any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  proposed  to  be 
withdrawn  Irom  warehouse  for  home  consumption,  pri- 
or to  the  second  day  of  December  net',  the  day  on 
which  the  new  rales  of  duties  take  eflect  under  the  act 
of  3Uth  July  last,  must  be  entered,  and  the  duties,  with 
interest  an  J  other  charges  imposed  by  the  act  of  30ih 
August,  1S12,  must  be  duly  paid  before  granting  permit 
for  the  delivery  of  any  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise. Due  regard  must  be  paid  to  the  restrictions  im- 
posed in  the  act,  in  the  withdrawal  of  merchandise  from 
warehouse,  to  uit;  In  no  case  "a  less  quantity  than  an 
entire  package,  bale,  cask,  or  box,''  or  if  in  bulk,  then 
only  "the  whole  quantity  of  each  parcel,  or  a  quantity 
not  less  than  one  ton  weight,  unless  by  the  special  au- 
thority of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,"  can  be  with- 
drawn and  delivered. 

Where  n  is  intended  to  withdraw  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  from  warehouse  for  transportation  to 
any  other  port  ol  entry  to  be  rewarehoused  thereat,  in 
pursuance  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  6th  Au- 
gust, to  estuulisU  a  warehousing  system,  tweiny-iour 


hours  notice  at  least  must  be  given  to  the  collector  nf 
such  intention,  and  entry  be  made  according  to  torm  C, 
and  the  transportation  is  to  be  mule  under  the  regula 
tiona  provided  in  tho  net  of  2d  March,  1799,  in  resneot 
to  the  transport.ition  of  goods,  wtircs,  and  ^norciianilise 
from  one  colieclion  district  ti>  another,  to  be  exported 
with  the  beni  lit  of  drawback.  Hence  go  ids  may  be 
tran-:ported  from  anv  port  of  entry  to  any  other  port  of 
entry  in  the  United  Ssaies,  subject  to  the  regulations 
prescribed  by  the  before  mentioned  aet. 

On  making  a  Iransporiation  entry,  a  bond  must  be 
given  by  the  owner  of  the  merchandise  lo  ho  withdrawn 
f>r  Irausportation,  with  sufficient  surelios  in  douMe  the 
amount  of  Iho  diitii'.'f  ehargeablo  thereon,  according  to 
form  herewith  m  irked  15;  which  bond  is  to  be  cancelled 
0\\  production  of  a  certifrcitc,  duly  tiu'henticated.  from 
the  collector  of  the  port  to  which  the  goods  stated  in  the 
transportation  certilinato  have  been  duly  entered  and 
rewarehoused  in  public  store,  in  his  collection  district, 
and'bond  given  f)r  the  duties. 

0.1  the  withdrawal  of  any  such  goods  from  ware- 
house at  any  port,  the  storage  and  other  charges  that 
may  have  aco  ucd  thjreon  must  he  duly  paid.  On  re- 
deposite  or  rewarehousing  of  any  transported  goods  as 
aforesaid,  ilue  entry  must  bo  made  and  bond  taken  in 
the  forms  herewith  marked  E  and  F. 

For  the  purpose  of  distinguishing  goods  which  may 
have  paid  duly  under  the  nnw  tarifF act,  which  goes  into 
operation  on  the  2d  day  of  December  ne.vi,  that  may  be 
withdrawn  tor  consumption  nlier  said  day,  and  enlilled 
lo  drawback,  if  exported  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
law,  frnni  other  imports  on  which  duty  was  paid  under 
the  tariff  act  of  30ih  August,  1S12,  it  becomes  proper 
that  suitable  marks  should  be  placed  on  all  goods  that 
maybe  withdrawn  as  aforesaid,  loidentify  the  same,  so  as 
to  prevent  mistake  or  imposition  in  the  allowance  of  draw- 
back. 

Goods,  wares,  or  inerclinndise  entered  for  warehnus 
ing  must  be  conveyed  from  the  vessel,  or  wharf,  where 
landed,  to  iho  warehouse,  under  the  special  superinten- 
dence of  an  inspector  of  the  customs,  in  ilrays.  carls, or 
other  usual  modes  of  convevancc,  to  be  employed  on 
public  account,  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  cuslotns,  and 
ibe  expense  at  ihe  rates  usually  paid  lor  such  service  at 
the  port  in  question,  is  to  be  defrayed  at  the  lime  by  the 
person  who  enters  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
for  warehousing.  In  eases  were  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, imported  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  ilie 
30th  July,  181(),  are  intended  to  be  exported  directly 
from  warehouse  to  a  foreign  country,  entry  must  be 
made  according  lo  form  herewith,  marked  G,  and  bond 
given,  according  to  form  H,  anti  such  exportation  be 
otherwise  made  in  the  manner  now  required  by  exist- 
ing laws,  relating  to  exporlalions  for  the  benefit  ol  draw- 
back. In  all  such  cases  the  appropriate  expences  are 
lo  be  paid  before  granting  permit  for  exportation. 

All  stores  used  for  warehousing  purposes  are  to  he 
rented  by  the  collector  on  public  account,  and  paid  for 
as  such,  and  appropriated  exclusively  to  the  storage  of 
foreign  merchandise,  which  is  to  be  subject  to  the  usual 
rates  of  storage  existing  at  the  respective  ports  where 
such  stores  inay  be  hired  or  rented.  Appropriate  ware- 
houses must  be  provided  for  goods  of  a  perishable  na- 
ture, as  well  as  for  gunpowder,  fire-crackers,  and  explo- 
sive substances,  having  due  respect  to  existing  munici- 
pal regulations. 

For  wareliousingof  coal,  woods  of  various  kinds,  &c. 
Vards  well  enclosed  and  secured,  lo  the  satisfaction  of 
the  collector,  may  be  hired  or  rented,  and  ihe  usual  rates 
fur  storage  are  to  be  charged  on  all  arlicles  dep  jsited 
therein.  Care  must  be  observed  by  collectors  in  rcMiling 
stores  to  select  those  of  a  substantial  and  secure  charac- 
ter, and  fire-proof  where  they  can  be  obtained,  and  the 
rents  stipulated  for,  must  be  as  reasonable  as  can  be 
procured.  Before  entering  inio  any  lease  of  stores,  the 
opinion  and  approval  of  the  jdepartment  must  be  ob- 
tained. 

Where  any  goods,  duly  warehoused,  shall  rernain  in 
store  beyond  one  year,  without  payment  of  the  duties 
and  charges  thereon  which  in  pursuance  of  the  act  are 
required  to  be  appraised  and  sold,  the  department  here- 
by prescribed  that  all  such  sales  shall  lake  place  within 
thiiiy  days  after  the  exipiration  of  the  year,  and  due 
notice  of  such  sales  must  be  published  in  two  or  more 
public  newspapers  having  the  most  extensive  circula- 
tion at  the  port  in  ques'i  in,  daily  at  the  principal  ports 
for  the  space  of  ten  days,  and  at  the  other  ports  three 
times  a  week,  or  as  often  as  one  or  more  papers  may 
be  published  Ihereat,  for  the  space  of  two  weeks.  But 
as  the  law  provides  that  "all  goods  of  a  perishable  na- 
ture, and  all  gunpowder,  firecrackers,  and  explosive 
substances  deposited  as  aloresaid,  shall  be  sold  forth- 
with,'" ihey  must  he  sold  at  the  earliest  day  practicable, 
after  due  publication  ol  notice,  and  time  given  for  in- 
spection by  persons  desirous  of  purchasing  the  saini'. 

The  quarterly  returns  required  by  the -Jih  section  of 
the  act  will  be  made  according  to  the  form  herewith 
marked  I.  i{.  J.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

'[Copies  of  these  instructions  will  be  iransmitied 

lo  the  respective  oflicers  of  the   customs,  so  soon  as  the 
forms  necessary  to  accompany  ihe  same  can  be.printed. 


BAGG.VGE  WACO.NS.  We  Understand  that  6  or  700  bag- 
gage wagons,  and  about  as  many  sets  of  harness,  for 
the  U.  S.  army,  arc  making  in  this  city  and  ihe  neigh- 
boring  towns,  and  an  unusual  activity,  lor  the  season 
prevails  therefore  in  those  branches  of  trade. 

[Neuiark  Daily  A</u. 


THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 


Proceedings  of  the  Senate,  and  documents  coininu- 
nirnffd  thtrelo,  from  which  the  tiy'iiuclion  of  secrecy 
lins  been  removed,  in  relation  to  affiiirs  between  (/le 
United  States  and  Mexico. 

IN    EXECtlTIVE    SESSION,    SENATE    OT    TUB    U.    STATES, 

Tuesday,  .lugtist  4,  I34C. 
[coNFiPKNTiAL.]         Witsliinglop,  August  4,  1846. 
To  Ihe  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  senate  the  copy  of 
a  letter,  under  date  of  Ihe  27lh  ultimo,  from  Iho  se- 
cretary of  slate  of  the  United  Stales  to  the  minister 
of  foreign  relations  of  the  Mexican  republic,  again 
proposing  to  open  negotiations  and  conclude  a  treaty 
of  peace,  which  shall  adjust  all  tho  questions  in  dii- 
pule  between  tho  two  republics.  Considering  the 
relative  power  of  the  two  countries,  the  glorious 
events  which  have  already  signalized  our  arms,  and 
the  distracted  condition  of  Mexico,  I  did  not  con- 
ceive that  any  point  of  national  honor  could  exist 
which  ought  lo  prevent  me  from  making  this  over- 
ture. Equally  anxious  lo  terminate,  by  a  peace  ho- 
norable for  both  parties,  as  1  was  originally  to  avoid 
the  existing  war,  I  havo  deemed  it  my  duly  again  lo 
extend  the  olive  branch  to  Mexico.  Should  the  gol 
vcrnmenl  of  Ihal  republic  accept  the  offer  in  the 
same  friendly  spirit  by  which  it  was  dictated,  nego- 
tiations will  speedily  commence  for  the  cunolusiOQ 
of  a  Irealy. 

The  chief  diflicully  to  be  anticipated  in  the  ncgo- 
llation  is  the  adjustment  of  tho  boundary  bolweon 
the  parties,  by  a  line  which  shall  at  once  be  satisfac- 
lory  and  convenient  lo  both,  and  such  as  neither  will 
hereafter  bo  inclined  to  disturb.  This  is  the  best 
mode  of  securing  perpetual  peace  and  good  neighbor- 
hood belvveen  the  two  republics.  Should  Iho  Mexi- 
can government,  in  order  to  accomplish  these  ob- 
jects, be  willing  to  cede  any  portion  of  their  territo- 
ry lo  the  United  Stales,  we  ought  to  pay  them  a  fair 
equivalent;  a  just  and  honorable  peace,  and  not  con- 
quest, being  our  purpose  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

Under  these  circumslances,  and  considering  the 
exhausted  and  distracted  condition  of  the  Mexicaa 
republic,  it  might  become  necessary,  in  order  lo  re- 
store peace,  that  I  should  have  it  in  ray  power  lo  ad- 
vance a  portion  of  the  consideration  money  for  any 
cession  of  territory  which  may  be  made.  The  .Mex- 
ican government  might  not  be  willing  to  wait  for  the 
payment  of  the  whole  until  the  treaty  could  bo  rati- 
fied by  the  senate,  and  an  appropriation  to  carry  it 
into  eilecl  be  made  by  congress;  and  the  necessity 
for  such  a  delay  might  defeat  the  object  altogether. 
1  would,  iberefore,  suggest  whether  it  might  not  be 
wise  for  congress  to  appropriate  a  sum  such  as  Ihey 
might  consider  adequate  for  this  purpose,  to  be  paid, 
if  necessary,  immediately  upon  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  by  Mexico.  This  disbursement  would,  of 
course,  be  accounted  for  at  the  treasury,  not  as  se- 
cret service  money,  but  as  other  expenditures. 

Two  precedents  for  such  a  proceeding  exist  in  our 
past  history,  during  tho  administration  of  Mr.  Jefi'er- 
son,  to  which  I  would  call  your  attention.  On  the 
26th  February,  1803,  congress  passed  an  act  appro- 
priating $2,000,000  "for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
any  extraordinary  expfnses  which  may  be  incurred 
in  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,"  "to  be  applied  under  Ihe  discretion 
of  the  Pre.Mdent  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
cause  an  account  of  the  expenditure  thereof  to  be 
laid  before  congress  as  soon  as  may  be:"  and  on  the 
13th  February,  lb06,  an  appropriation  was  made  of 
the  same  amount  and  in  the  same  terms.  The  ob- 
ject in  the  first  case  was  to  enable  the  president  to 
obtain  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  and  in  the  second 
that  of  the  Floridas.  lu  neither  case  was  the  money 
\  actually  drawn  from  the  treasury;  and  I  should  hope 
;  that  the  result  might  be  similar  in  this  respect,  on 
I  the  present  occasion,  though  the  appropriation  is 
I  deemed  expedient  as  a  precautionary  measure. 

1  refer  the  whole  subject  lo  the  senate  in  execu- 
tive session.  If  they  should  concur  in  opinion  with 
me,  then  1  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  appro- 
priating such  a  sum  as  congress  may  deem  adequate, 
lo  be  used  by  the  executive,  if  necessary,  for  the 
purpose  which  I  have  indicated. 

In  the  two  cases  to  which  1  have  referred,  the  spe- 
cial purpose  of  the  appropriation  did  not  appear  on 
the  face  of  the  law,  as  this  might  Lave  defeated  the 
object;  neither,  for  the  same  reasi^n,  in  my  opinion, 
ought  it  now  be  to  stated. 

i  also  communicate  to  Ihe  senate  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Ihe  secretary  of  slate  to  Commodore 
Conner,  of  the  27th  ultimo,  which  was  Iransmttletl 
to  him  on  the  day  it  bears  date. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

The  message  was  read. 

[The  following  communications,  dated  27lh  July, 
from  lli6  secretary  of  state,  communicated  tvith  the 
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preceding  message,  are  inserted  here  in  connexion 
with  the  message,  (illhough  not  a  part  of  th?  .I''Ur- 
nal,)  in  preferunce  to  maljin^  them  an  appendix:] 

[mR.  BUCHANAN    TO  THE  MEXICAN  MINISTER  OF 
FOREIGN    AFFAIRS.] 

Department  of  Slaie,  Washington,  July  27 .  1846. 
Sir:  The  President  ot  the  United  States,  no  less 
anxiiius  to  terminate  than  he  "as  to  avoid  tlic  pre- 
sent unhappy  war  with  the  Mexican  republic,  has 
determined  to  make  an  effort  to  accomplisii  this  pur 
pose.  He  has  accordingly  instiucted  the  undersign- 
ed, secretary  oT  slate,  to  propose  tlirough  your  ex- 
cellency to  the  Mexican  goternment,  that  negotia- 
tions shall  forthwith  commence  for  the  conclusion  of 
a  peace  just  and  honornhle  for  both  parties.  Should 
this  offer  be  received  and  responded  to  by  the  Mexi- 
can government  in  the  same  frank  and  friendly  spirit 
by  which  it  has  been  dictated,  he  will  immediately 
despatch  an  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary lo  the  city  of  Mexico,  with  instructions 
and  full  powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  which 
shall  adjust  all  the  questions  in  dispute  between  the 
two  republics.  If  Itie  Mexican  government  should 
prefer  lo  send  a  minister  lo  Washington  lo  conduct 
the  negotiation  here,  he  shall  be  received  with  kind- 
ness and  respect,  and  every  effort  shall  be  made  to 
accomplish  the  object  of  his  mission  with  the  least 
possible  delay. 

In  the  present  communication  it  is  deemed  useless, 
and  might  prove  injurious,  lo  discuss  the  causes  of 
the  existmg  war.  This  might  tend  to  delay  or  de- 
feat the  restoration  of  peace.  '1  he  past  is  already 
consigned  to  history;  the  future,  under  Providence, 
is  within  our  own  power. 

The  occasion  may,  however,  be  embraced  lo  state 
that  the  President  has  ever  cherished  the  kindest 
feelings  for  Mexico,  and  Ihat  one  of  the  first  wishes 
of  his  heart  is,  that  she  may  be  a  powerful  and  pros- 
perous republic,  in  perpetual  amity  with  Ihe  United 
Stales. 

Commodore  Connor  will  transmit  this  despatch 
for  your  excellency  to  the  governor  of  Vera  Cruz, 
under  a  flag  of  truce;  and  you  are  respectfully  invit- 
ed to  adopt  the  same  channel  for  communicating 
your  answer. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  your  excel- 
lency the  assurance  of  my  most  dislinguished  consid- 
eration. JAMES   BUCHANAN. 

To  his  excellency  the  Minister  of  Foreign  re- 
lations, of  the  Mexican  republic. 

(MR.  BUCHANAN  TO  COMMODORE  CONNER.] 

Dtparlmml  of  State,  Wasliinglon,  July  27,  184C. 
Sib:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  seal- 
ed note,  addressed  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  rela- 
tions of  the  Mexican  republic,  with  an  open  copy  of 
the  same  for  your  own  use.  From  this  you  will  per- 
perceive  that  Ihe  President  has  determined  again  to 
offer  the  olive  branch  to  Mexico. 

The  President  does  not  believe  that  any  point  of 
national  honor  should  forbid  him  from  making  this 
tender,  especially  after  Ihe  glorious  events  which 
have  thus  far  marked  the  progress  of  the  war. — 
Should  the  Mexican  government  determine  lo  accept 
the  offer  and  enter  upon  negotiations,  it  may  and  pro- 
bably will  propose  to  you  to  conclude  an  armistice 
during  their  pendency.  If  such  a  proposition  should 
be  made,  you  will  promptly  but  kindly  reject  it,  giv- 
ing at  the  same  time  every  assurance  thai  the  Presi- 
dent will  do  all  in  his  power  to  bring  the  negotiations 
to  a  satisfactory  termination  with  the  least  possible 
delay. 

II  an  armistice  were  concluded  the  two  parties 
would  not  stand  on  an  equal  footing.  The  United 
States,  at  a  heavy  expense,  now  have  armies  in  the 
field  and  navies  on  the  ocean,  in  successful  progress 
to  conquer  an  honorable  peace.  Should  their  oper- 
ations he  arrcsicd  by  an  armistice,  and  the  negotia- 
tions for  peace  should  finally  fail,  we  should  then 
lose  nearly  all  the  advantages  of  an  entire  canipjign. 
Besides,  this  sacrifice,  great  as  it  might  be,  would 
scarcely  equal  the  evils  in  any  form,  which  a  season 
of  inactiviiy  could  not  fail  to  inflict  upon  our  troops, 
the  greatest  portion  of  whom  consist  of  palriolic  citi- 
zens who  have  volunteered  lo  serve  their  country  in 
the  confldcnce  that  they  would  be  actively  employ- 
ed. Whilst,  therefore,  the  President  sincerely  de- 
sires with  the  utmost  promptitude  lo  restore  our 
friendly  relations  with  Mexico  upon  fair  and  liberal 
terms,  the  war  must  conlinue  to  be  prosecuted  with 
the  utmost  vigor  until  a  definite  treaty  of  peace  shall 
be  signed  and  raiifitd  by  Mexico. 

Vou  will  not  tail,  with  all  the  despatch  in  your 
power,  to  transmit  the  answer  of  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment lo  this  department. 

1  have  Ihe  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respnclfiilly,  your 
obedient  servant,  JA.MKS  BUCHANAN. 

To  Commodore  DAVin  Conner,  commciTirfiiin-  (Ac 
naval  farces  of  the  United  States  in  the  Uulf  ofAhxlev. 


Tuesday,  August  4, 1846.  ] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McDuffie, 

Ordered,  That  the  nies'-age,  with  the  documents 
communicated  therewith  relating  to  affairs  with  the 
republic  of  Mexico,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations. 

JVednesday,  August  5,   1846. 

Mr.  McDuJJie,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, lo  whom  was  referred,  on  the  4th  inst.,  the  mes- 
sage and  documents  relating  to  affairs  with  the  repub- 
lic of  Mexico,  reported  the  following  resolutions: 

Jlesolved,  That  Ihe  course  adopted  and  proposed  by 
the  President,  as  indicated  in  his  message  of  the  4th 
instant,  for  the  speedy  termination  of  the  war  with 
Mexico,  receives  the  approbation  of  the  senate. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  senate.  It  is 
expedient  to  place  two  millions  of  dollars  at  the  dis- 
posal of  Ihe  president,  to  be  used  at  his  discretion, 
in  the  event  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico  aatis- 
farlorily  adjusting  the  boundaries  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  that  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  be 
instructed  to  report  to  the  senate  in  open  session  a 
bill  for  that  purpose  in  conformity  to  tiie  provisions 
of  similar  acts  passed  in  1803  and  1306. 

The  senate,  by  unanimous  consent,  proceeded  to 
consider  said  resolutions;  and,  after  debate,  on  nio- 
lion  by  Rlr.  McDutBe,  the  second  resolution  was 
modified  lo  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  it  is 
expedient  to  place  the  sum  of  money  at  the  disposal 
of  Ihe  president,  to  be  used  at  his  discretion,  in  the 
event  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico  satisfactorily 
adjusting  the  boundaries  of  the  two  countries. 

.Mr.  Hannegan,  submitted  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  said  resolutions: 

"To  strike  out  all  after  the  word  resolved,  in  the 
first  section,  to  the  end  of  the  second  resolution,  and 
insert:  That  the  senate  heartily  unite  with  Ihe  pre- 
sident in  his  expressed  desire  for  a  speedy  and  ho- 
norable peace  with  Mexico;  but,  as  at  present  in- 
formed, there  is  no  further  advice  to  give  in  the 
premises." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden: 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, as  modified,  be  recommitted  lo  the  committee 
on  foreign  relations. 

Thursday,  August  6,  1846. 
Mr.  McDuJju,  from  the  committee  on   foreign  re- 
lations, to  whom  was  recommitted,  on  the  5th  inst., 
the  resolutions  reported   on   that  day,  reported  the 
following  resolulions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  senate  entertain  a  strong  de- 
sire that  Ihe  existing  war  with  Mexico  should  be 
terminated  by  a  treatv  of  peace,  just  and  honorable 
to  both  nations;  and  that  the  president  be  advised  to 
adopt  all  proper  measures  for  the  attainment  of  that 
object. 

2.  Resolved  farther,  That  the  senate  deem  it  advis- 
able that  congress  should  appropriate  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney to  enable  the  president  to  conclude  a  treaty  of 
peace,  limits  and  boundaries  with  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  and  to  be  used  by  him  in  Ihe  event  that  such 
treaty  should  call  for  the  expenditure  of  the  money 
so  appropriated,  or  any  part  thereof. 

Tlie  senate,  by  unanimous  consent,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  said  resolutions,  and,  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  first  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the 
alUrmativc:  Yeas  43,  nays  2. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Breese,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
desired  by  one-filth  of  the  senators  present,  those 
who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Aicher,  Ashley,  Atherton,  Bagby, 
Barrow,  Bento:i,  Berrien,  Bright,  Calhoun,  Cass,  Chal- 
mers, CiUey,  Thomas  Clayton,  John  M.  Clayton,  Cor- 
win,  Criiienden,  D.ivis,  Dickinson,  Di.x,  Evans,  Fair- 
field, :  jrtene,  Houston,  Hiiniin^ion,  Jarnanin,  Johnson 
of  Mnryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  McDuffie,  Man- 
sum.  Miller,  MtJTeliead,  N lies,  Pearce,  Piielps,  Sevier, 
Simmons,  Speight,  Siurijoon,  Turney,  Upham,  West- 
colt,  Woodbrid^e,  and  Yulee — 43 

Those  vvho  voied  in  the  iiegaiive  are — 

Nays.— Messrs.  Atchison,  and  Kusk— 2. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MeDufJie,  it  was — 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  be  di- 
rected to  retain  the  bill  from  the  house  of  represen 
tatives  (II.  R.  No.  50)  "making  approprialions  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  government  for 
the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1S47,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  which  passed  the  senale,  with  amend 
nients,  on  the  5th  instant,  and  not  communicate  the 
same  to  the  house  of  representatives  until  the  fur- 
ther order  of  tlm  senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  Sevier,  the  vote  on  the  adoption 
of  Ihu  said  order  was  reconsidered. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Atchison,  to  amend  Ihe  second 
resolution  by  inserting  after  the  word  "Mexico"  the 
following  words:  "And  for  Ihe  purchase  of  the  whole 
or  a  part  of  Upper  California." 


It  was  determined  in  the  negative:  Yeas  11,  naya 
35. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Atchison,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators  present,  those 
who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Ykas.— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Benton,  Breese, 
Briuht,  Cass,  Dix,  Pearce,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  and 
Woodhrid»e— 11. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are— - 
Nays. — Messrs.  Archer,  Ashley.  Atherton,  Bagby, 
Rarrow,  Berrien,  Chalmers,  Cilluv,  Thomas  Clayton,  J. 
M.  Clayton,  Corwin,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Evans,  Greene, 
Hannegan,  Houston,  Huntington,  Jarnagin,  Johnson  of 
Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Le"is,  McDufEe, 
IVIangum,  Miller.  Morehead,  Niles,  Phelps,  Sempio, 
Simmons,  Speight,  Turney,  Upham,  Westcott,  and 
Yulec-35. 

So  the  proposition  was  rejected. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Pearce,  lo  amend  the  the  second 
resolution   by  adding  thereto  the   following  proviso: 
Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  said  sum  of  money 
shall  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  any  part  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Semple,  to  amend  this  proposed 
amendment  by  adding  thereto  the  words  "until  after 
Ihe  conclusion  of  a  peace  wilh  Mexico." 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  .Mr.  Pearce,  it  was  delermened  in  the  ne- 
gative, yeas  7,  nays  32. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators  present,  those 
who  voted  in  the  afErmalive  are — 

Yeas  — Messr.  Cilley,  Tho's  Clayton,  Miller,  Pearce, 
Phelps,  Semple,  and  Upham— 7. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 
Nays— Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Ashley,  Atchison, 
Alherlon,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Benton,  Bright,  Calhoun, 
Cameron,  Cass,  Chalmers,  Corwin,  Dickinson,  Dix, 
Fairfield,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Lewis,  McDuffie,  Mangum,  Nilcs,  Rusk,  Sevier, 
Speight,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  Westcott,  Woodbridge, 
and  Yulee— 32. 

So  the  proposition  was  rejected. 
On   motion   by  Mr.  Berrien,   to  amend  the  second 
resolution  reported   by  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved" 
lo  the  end  thereof,  and  inserting  Ihe  following: 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  it  would  be 
proper  lo  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  president  of 
the  United  Stales  a  sum  of  money  adequate  to  the 
attainment  of  peace  with  Mexico,  by  negotiating  a 
treaty  fir  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  defining  and 
establishing  the  limits  and  boundaries  between  the 
United  Stales  and  Mexico;  and  that,  to  accomplish 
this  object,  it  would  be  advisable  that  a  proposition 
lo  this  effect  should  be  submitled  to  the  two  houses 
of  congress  in  such  mode  as  the  president  may  deem 
proper." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative  by  10  yeas,  and 
34  nays. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rusk,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators  present,  those 
who  voted  in  the  afErmalive  are — 

Yeas —Messrs.  Berrien.  Corwin.  Crittenden.  Maii- 
^um,  Miller,  Morehead,  Semple,  Webster,  Westcott, 
^nd  Woodbridge— 10 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 
Nays— Messrs.    Allen,    Archer,    Ashley,    Atchison, 
.Atherton,    Bagby,    Barrow,    Benton,    Biigh',  Calhoun, 
Cameron,    Cass,    Chalmers.    Cilley,    John  .'VI.  Clayton, 
Davis,  Dickinson.  Di.\,  Evans,  Fairfield,  Greene,  Hous- 
ton, Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Lew- 
is, McDiiffie,  Niles,  Rusk,  Sevier,  Speight,  Sturgeon, 
Turney,  Upliam,  and  Yulee— 34. 
So  the  proposition  was  rejected. 
On  motion  by  iMr.  Morehead,  to  amend  the  second 
resolution  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

•'Provided,  That  before  the  appropriation  is  made 
Ihe  president  of  the  United  Slates  shall  inform  the 
two  houses  of  congress,  in  confidence,  of  the  object 
or  objects  to  which  the  money  shall  be  applied." 

ll  was  determined  in  the  negative:  Yeas  18,  nays 
26. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morehead,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators  present,  those 
who  voted  in  the  alfirnialive  are — 

Yeas. — Messr.-<   Atchison,    Barrow,    BL-rricn,    Cilley, 
Thoinus  Clayion,  John   M.  Clayton,   Convin,  Greene, 
Hannegan,    Jarnagin,    Mangum,     Miller,     Aloreliead, 
Pearce,  Semple,  Simmons,  Upham,   and  Woodbridge 
—18. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are— 
Nays. — Messrs.    Archer,    Ashley,    Atherlon,   Bagby, 
Benton,  Breese,  Bright,  Calhoun,  Cameron,  Cuss,  Chal- 
mers,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Fairfield,  Houston,  Johnson  of 
Maryland,   Johnson  of  Luui.siann.    Lewis,    MeDuffie, 
Niles,  Rusk,  Sevier,  Speight,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  and 
Yulee-'M. 
So  the  proposition  was  rejected. 
On  the  question  to  agree  lo  the  second  resolution 
reported  this  day  from  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations, it  was  determined  in  the  afBrinative:  Yeas 
33,  nays  19. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  Cass,  (ho  yeas  and  nays  being 
desired  by  one-fifih  of  ihe  senators  present,  those 
who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  — 

Yei9.— .VIessrs.  Allen,  Archer,  .Ashley,  Atherion, 
Baahy,  Benton,  R.-cose,  Rrijht,  Ciilimun,  Caiieron, 
Cass,  Chalmers,  C  irivin,  nriiie;iden,  Dickinson,  Dix, 
Evans,  Fairfield,  Housion,  Jolinson  of  .Maryland,  .lohn- 
8on  of  Louisiana,  Lews,  McD.ifli!!,  Mangurn,  Niles, 
Rnsk,  Sevier,  Speiglir.  Sturgeon,  Turney,  Webster, 
Wasicotl,  and  Yulee— 33. 

Th'jse  who  voted  in  tie  ner^ative  are — 

Nays — .Messrs.  Atchison,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Cil- 
ley,  John  M.  Clavtm,  Divis,  Grnene,  Hannc!;an, 
Huntington,  Jarnagii,  Miller,  Murehcad,  Pea'rce, 
Phelps,  Semple,  Simmons,   Upham,  and   \Voodtirid,'c 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  lay  the  said  resolution 
before  the  President  of  the  United  Slates. 
Fridny,  ^Itigust  1. 

Mr.  Lciois,  submitiej  Hit  followitig  resolution  for 
consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finances  be  in- 
structed forthwith  to  report  a  bill  appropriating  two 
millions  of  dollars  to  be  placed  at  tlie  disposal  of  the 
president,  to  enable  him  to  conclude  a  treaty  of 
peace,  limits,  aiil  boundary  with  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  agreeaoly  to  a  resolution  of  the  senate, 
adopted  in  executive  session  on  the  Gth  instant,  and 
in  concurrence  with  a  recommendation  of  the  presi- 
dent, in  his  comnuinicalion  on  that  subject  to  the 
senate,  in  executive  session,  received  on  the  4th  in- 
stant. 

Mr.  Lewis,  submitted  a  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  stale  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  finance  of  the  senate,  on  the  subject  embraced  in 
said  resolution,  which  was  read. 

Momtaij,  ,'higust  10,  1S4G. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lewis, 

Ordered,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  remov- 
ed from  the  message  of  the  President,  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, relating  to  a  negotiation  with  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  from  all  documents  communicated  to  the 
senate  in  relation  thereto,  and  from  the  proceedings 
of  the  senate  on  the  subject  thereof. 
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List  of  accompanyi)ig  papers. 

Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  AlcLane,  July  13,  1845. 

Same  lo  same,  Sept.  13,  1845. 

Same  to  same,  Nov.  5,  1845. 

Mr.  McLane  lo  Mr.  Buchanan,  Dec.  I,  1845.  Ex- 
tracts. 

Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  McLane,  Dec.  13,  1S45. 

Same  to  same,  Dec.  29,  1845. 

Same  to  same,  Jan.  29,  1846. 

Mr.  McLane  lo  Mr.  Buchanan,  Feb.  3,  1846.  Ex- 
tract. 

Rlr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  MaLane,  Feb.  26,  1846.  Ex- 
tracts. 

Same  to  same,  March  38,  1846. 

Same  lo  same,  (with  enclosure,)  Apr.l  23,  1346. 

Same  to  same,  June  6,  1846, 

Same  to  same,  June  13,  1846. 

Same  to  same,  June  22,  1846. 

Lord  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  McLane,  May  22,  1816. 

MR.    EICHANAN    TO    MR.    m'la.VE- 

[No.  2  ]  Deparlmrnl  of  State, 

fyasldnglon,  July  12,  1845. 

Sir:  Although  the  president  docs  not  intend  to 
transfer  the  Oregon  negotiation  from  Washington  lo 
London,  yel,  as  her  Britannic  majesty's  ministers 
will  doubtless  aflurd  yon  frequent  opportunities  of 
conversing  upon  the  subject,  it  is  proper  that  you 
should  be  well  informed  of  the  present  state  of  the 
question.  For  this  purpose  it  is  necessary  to  fur- 
nish you  with  a  brief  historical  sketch  of  the  propo- 
sitions for  its  adjustment  which  have  been  hereto- 
fore made  and  rejected  by  llie  respective  govern- 
ments. 

The  first  negotiation  was  that  ol  1818,  which  ter- 
minated in  the  convention  of  the  20ih  October  of 
that  yedr.  It  was  conducted  by  Messrs.  Gallatin 
and  Hush,  as  American  plenipotentiaries,  in  obe- 
dience to  instructions  from  Mr.  Adams,  then  secre- 
tary of  stale  under  .Mr.  Monroe's  administration.— 
Our  plenipotentiaries  inform  us  that  thuy  did  not,  on 
that  occasion,  "assert  that  the  United  States  had  a 
perfect  right  lo  the  country,  but  insisted  that  their 
claim  was  at  least  good  against  Great  Britain."— 
They,  therefore,  offered  lo  compromise  by  adopting 
the  parallel  of  49  degrees  by  surrendering  lo  Great 
Britain  the  free  navigatiun  of  the  rivers  (the  Colum- 
bia, of  course,  included)  which  might  be  intersected 
byihis  line.    The  British  pleDipolenliaries,  (Messrs. 


Robinson  and  Goulburn,)  in  answer,  "did  not  make 
any  formal  propTsilion  for  a  boundary,  hut  intimated 
thit  the  river  itself  was  the  m  isl  convenienl  that 
could  be  adopted,  and  that  thev  would  not  agree  lo 
any  that  did  not  give  them  ihe  lurhor  at  the  inoiilh 
of  the  river,  in  common  with  the  United  Slat>-s." — 
Hut  allhough  they  did  not  propose  a  permanent 
boundary,  they  did  make  a  most  extraordinary  pro- 
position to  the  American  plenipotentiaries,  which 
was  instantly  and  properly  rejected.  This  was  no 
less  in  effect  than  that  the  United  Slates  should  sur- 
render to  Great  Britain  the  exclusive  sovereignty 
over  the  whole  territory  north  of  49  degrees;  wliiUt 
that  portion  of  it  which  lies  between  the  45lli  and 
the  49th  parallels,  embracing  the  mouth  and  nearly 
the  whole  course  of  the  Columbia  river,  should  "be 
free  and  open  to  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  the  two 
states  respectively,  for  the  purpose  of  trade  and  com- 
merce," reserving  the  clai.ns  of  the  respective  par- 
lies, not  to  the  whole  Icrritory,  but  lo  this  section  of 
it  merely. 

This  negotiation  resulted  In  tho  adoption  of  the 
third  article  of  the  convention  of  the  20th  October, 
1818,  under  which  the  United  Slates  so  tar  yielded 
to  the  claims  of  Great  Britain  as  to  agree  that  the 
whole  territory  should  "be  free  and  open  for  the 
lerui  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  signature  of 
the  present  cotiveniion,  to  the  vessels,  citizens,  and 
subjects  of  the  two  powers." 

Tlie  second  negotiation  on  this  subject,  during  the 
administration  of  Mr.  .Monroe,  was  conducted,  in 
1824,  by  Mr.  Rush  as  the  American  plenipotentiary, 
under  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Adams.  In  the  mean- 
lime  Ihe  United  Stales  had  acquired  the  Spani-h  title, 
embracing  the  whole  territory  in  dispute,  under  the 
Florida  treaty  of  the  22J  February,  1819;  and  .Mr. 
Monroe  had  made  his  celebrated  declaration  lo  the 
world,  that  the  American  coiitinenl  should  no  longer 
be  subject  to  colonization.  Nolwuhstanding  this 
change  in  the  relative  position  of  the  pariiei,  iMr. 
Monroe,  anxious  to  settle  the  contiicting  claims  of 
Russia,  Great  Britain,  and  the  United  Slates,  lo  the 
territory  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  and 
knowing  that  this  conld  only  be  done  by  compromise, 
authorized  Mr.  Riuh  through  ihe  instructions  from 
Mr.  Adams,  dated  the  22d  July,  1823,  "with  a  view 
to  draw  a  definite  line  of  demarcation,  for  the  fu- 
ture, to  stipulate  that  no  settlement  shall  be  made  on 
the  northwest  coast,  or  on  any  of  the  islands  thereto 
adjoining,  by  Russian  subject,  south  of  latitude  55; 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States  north  of  latitude  51 
degrees,  or  by  British  subjects  either  south  of  51  or 
north  of  55.  1  menlion  (says  Mr.  Adams)  the  lati- 
tude of  51  as  the  bound  wilhin  which  we  are  willing 
lo  limit  the  future  settlement  of  the  United  Stales, 
because  It  is  not  to  be  doubled  that  Ihe  Columbia 
river  branches  as  far  north  as  51."  "As,  however, 
the  line  already  runs,  in  latitude  49  degrees,  to  Ihe 
Stony  mountains,  should  il  be  earnestly  insisted  upon 
by  Great  Britain,  we  will  consent  to  carry  it  in  co.i 
tinuaiice  on  the  same  parallel  to  the  sea." 

Mr.  Rush,  with  great  ability,  attempted  to  execute 
his  instructions.  He  first  proposed  51  degrees,  and 
afterwards  49  degrees;  but  in  vain.  These  proposi 
lions  were  severally  rejected  by  the  British  plenipo- 
tentiaries, (Messrs.  Huskisson  and  Stratford  Can- 
ning.) who  proposed  the  49lh  parallel  as  a  permanent 
boundary  between  the  two  countries  until  it  should 
strike  the  northeaslernmost  branch  of  the  Columbia 
river,  (McGillivray's,)  and  thence  down  the  same  to 
its  junction  with  the  ocean,  "the  navi2;ation  of  tiie 
whole  channel  being  perpetually  free  to  tho  subjects 
and  citizens  of  both  parlies."  This  proposition  was 
rejecled  by  Mr.  Rush,  and  here  the  negotiation  end- 
ed." 

The  third  negotiation  on  this  subject  took  place  in 
182G-'27,  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams, 
and  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Gallatin  as  American 
pleiiiputentiary,    under    inslructiona  from  iMr.  Clay, 


concede  to  the  United  States  the  possession  of  Port 
Discovery,  on  tho  southern  coast  of  De  Fuca's  inlet, 
and  annex  thereto  "all  that  tract  of  country  corn- 
comprised  within  a  line  to  bo  drivn  fr.-iiii  Cape 
Flattery,  along  the  sotnhern  shore  of  De  Fuca's  in- 
let, to  Point  Wilson,  at  tho  northwestern  extremity 
of  Admiralty  inlet;  from  thence  along  the  western 
shore  of  that  inlet,  across  the  entrance  of  Hood's 
inlet,  to  the  point  of  land  forming  the  northeastern 
extremity  of  the  said  inlet;  from  thence,  along  the 
eastern  sitore  of  that  inlet,  to  the  southern  extremi- 
ty of  the  same;  from  thence  direct  to  the  southern 
point  of  Gray's  harbor;  from  thence,  along  the 
shore  of  the  Pacific  to  Cape  Flattery,  as  before  men- 
tioned." 

This  proposition  was  rejecled  by  Mr.  Gallatin, 
and  the  negolialion  terminated  in  the  convenlion  of 
.\ngustGih,  1827,  which  conlinued  the  third  article 
of  the  convention  of  October,  1818,  until  it  should 
bo  abrogated  by  the  one  party  or  tho  other,  by  giving 
a  notice  of  twelve  monihs  to  that  ellect.  This  con- 
vention has  ever  since  remained  in  force;  and  ever 
since,  under  its  provisions,  the  subjocls  of  Great 
Britain  have  enjoyed  the  same  rights  over  tho  whole 
terrilory  as  the  citizens  of  Ihe  United  States.  This 
joint  occupation  has  continued  for  moro  ihan  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century;  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
British  government  will  now  consent  by  negotiation 
to  yield  to  us  the  whole  terrilory  up  to  54°  40'  after 
our  government  had  thrice  offered  to  divide  it  by  the 
parallel  of  49  degrees,  and  they  had  thrice  refused 
this  offer,  even  when  accompanied  by  a  grant  of  the 
free  navigation  of  Ihe  Columbia. 

The  next  notice  of  this  question  will  be  found  un- 
der the  administration  of  General  Jackson.  It  is 
contained  in  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Livingston  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  dated  on  ihe  1st  August,  1831.  with 
a  copy  of  which,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  this  subject, 
you  shall  be  furnished.  From  this,  you  will  perceive 
that  General  Jackson's  administration,  so  far  from 
objecting  lo  the  occupation  of  the  whole  territory  by 
tile  Biilish  in  common  with  ourselves,  were  entirely 
satisfied  to  suHcr  this  state  of  things  to  continue. — 
These  instructions  do  not  proceed  upon  the  principle 
of  claiming  the  whole  Icrritnry  lor  the  United  Slates, 
although  they  express  a  strong  opinion  in  favor  of 
our  right.  After  staling  that  the  term  of  joint  occu- 
pation was  indefinitely  continued  for  the  purpose,  in 
the  language  of  the  treaty,  "of  giving  time  lo  mature 
measures  which  shall  have  for  their  object  a  more 
definite  settlement  of  the  chums  of  each  party  to  the 
said  territory,"  they  go  on  lo  remark  that  "this  sub- 
ject then  is  open  for  discussion,  and  until  the  rights 
of  Ihe  parties  can  be  settled  by  negolialion,  ours  can 
suffer  nothing  by  delay." 

These  instructions  evidently  look  to  a'setllement 
of  the  rights  of  the  respective  parties  by  negotiation, 
and  not  lo  an  absolute  exclusion  of  Great  Britain 
from  the  whole  territory. 

From  the  1st  of  August,  1831,  the  dale  of  Mr. 
Livingston's  instructions  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  until 
the  9th  of  October,  1843,  no  further  notice  of  tho 
Oregon  question  was  taken  in  any  instructions  from 
this  department.  On  that  day  Mr.  Upshur,  then  the 
secretary  of  slate  under  Mr.  Tyler's  administration, 
addressed  instructions  to  Mr.  Everett  on  the  sub- 
ject. Following  in  Ihe  course  of  compromise  point- 
ed out  by  his  predecessors,  Mr.  Upshur  says,  "The 
offer  of  the  49lh  parallel  ol  latitude,  although  it  has 
once  been  rejected,  may  be  again  tendered,  together 
with  Ihe  right  of  navigating  the  Columtiia  upon 
equitable  terms.  Beyond  this  the  president  is  not 
now  prepared  lo  go.  Nevertheless  you  may  pro- 
pose or  receive,  Sjbject  to  the  a,ipioval  of  Ihii  gov- 
ernment, any  oilier  terms  of  compromise  which  in 
the  progress  of  your  discussions  may  appear  to  pro- 
mise a  satisfaclory  adjustment  of  this  important  ques- 
tion." 

Next  came    the   existing   negolialion  which    ths 
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convention  of  October,  1818,  was  about  to  expire  by 
its  own  iiniilalion;  and  a  most  formal  and  serious  ef- 
fort was  then  made  finally  to  adjust  this  vexed  ques- 
tion; but  it  utterly  failed.  This  negotiation  displays 
great  research  and  ability  on  both  sides.  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, in  behalf  of  Ihe  United  States,  again  offered  to 
compromise  the  question  by  adopting  the  4i)lh  paral- 
lel of  latitude  as  the  dividing  line  between  the  two 
countries  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains;  and  to  agree 
that  the  navigation  of  the  Columbia  should  "be  per- 
petually free  to  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  in  com- 
mon with  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,"  provi- 
ded this  line  should  strike  the  northeaslernmost  or 
any  other  branch  of  tlial  river  at  a  point  from  which  j  break   off  or  continue   this   negotiation.     Placed   in 


Phis  negolialion,  like  all  which  had  preceded  it, 
was  based  upon  the  principle  of  compromising  tho 
claims  of  the  parlies,  and  not  of  demanding  tho 
whole  territory  for  the  United  States.  The  first  pro- 
tocol signed  by  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Packenham,  on 
the  23d  August  last,  slates  that  il  was  institulcd  "lo 
treat  of  the  respective  claims  of  the  two  countries 
to  the  Oregon  territory,  with  the  view  to  establisli 
a  permanent  boundary  between  the  two  countries 
westward  of  the  Rocky  mountains  to  the  Pacific 
ocean." 

The  president  at  a  very  early  period  of  his  admin- 
istration was  called  upon  lo  decide  whether  he  would 


il  was  navigable  for  boats. 


ucli  a  responsible  position,  he  first  inquired  whetliep 


This  offer  was  rejecled  by  Ihe  British  plenipoten-  j  the  national  honor  required  that  he  should  abruptly 
liaries  (Messrs.  Huskisson  and  Addington)  in  very  ■  terminate  il  by  demanding  the  whole  territory  in  dia- 
strong  terms.  They  repealed  the  offer  which  had  I  pule.  War  before  dishonor  is  a  maxim  deeply  en- 
been  made  to  .Mr.  Rush  on  Ihe  part  of  Great  Britain  graven  upon  the  hearts  of  the  American  people;  and 
in  1824,  with  this  addition,  tbal  they  were  willing  to  I  this  masim  ever  shall  regulate  lii3  coaducl  towards 
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foreign  rations.  But  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
conceive  thai  there  could  be  dishonor  in  pursuing  the 
course  which  hod  been  adopted  by  Mr.  Monroe,  his 
patriot  revolutionary  predecessor,  more  than  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  ago,  and  had  been  either  expressly 
sanctioned  or  acquiesced  in  by  all  succeeding  admin- 
iitrations. 

His  nest  inquiry  was,  would  a  compromise  of  the 
claims  of  the  parlies,  by  adopting  the  parallel  of  49 
degrees,  materially  injure  the  interest  of  the  United 
States.'  The  entrance  of  the  straits  of  Tuca,  Ad- 
miralty inlet,  and  Puget's  sound,  with  their  fine  har- 
bors and  rich  surrounding  soil,  are  all  south  of  this 
parallel.  We  Unow  but  little  of  the  country  north 
of  it,  but,  from  all  the  information  we  have  obtain- 
ed, it  is,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  spots,  wholly 
unfit  for  agriculture,  and  incapable  of  sustaining  any 
considerable  population.  Its  chief,  indeed  almost  its 
only  value  consists  in  the  furs  which  may  yet  be  col- 
lected upon  it;  and  even  in  this  particular  it  is  not  of 
much  importance. 

Arbitration  being  out  of  the  question,  the  alterna- 
tives which  remained  were  either  to  compromise  the 
claims  of  the  parties  upon  terms  similar  to  those 
which  had  often  been  proposed  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States  and  rejected  by  that  of  Great 
Britain,  or  to  demand  the  exclusive  sovereignty  over 
the  whole  territory  in  dispute;  and  thus  to  render 
war  almost  inevitable.  In  the  present  enlightened 
and  christian  age  war  ought  to  be  the  very  last  al- 
ternative of  nations,  and  should  never  be  resorted  to 
unless  for  a  cause  which  renders  it  imperatively  ne- 
cessary. To  rush  into  hostilities,  if  this  can  bo  ho- 
norably avoided,  would  subject  Ihc  United  States  to 
the  condemnation  of  all  Christendom.  The  presi- 
dent doubts  whether  the  judgment  of  the  civilized 
world  would  be  in  our  favor  in  a  war  waj;ed  for  a 
comparatively  worthless  territory  north  of  49  degrees, 
which  his  predecessors  had  over  and  over  again  of- 
fered to  surrender  to  Great  Britain  provided  she 
would  yield  her  pretensions  to  the  country  south  of 
that  latitude.  Besides,  a  war  for  such  a  cause,  whilst 
it  would  doubtless  be  sustained  by  the  patriotism, 
might  not  meet  the  approbation,  of  a  large  portion  of 
our  own  fellow-citizens. 

On  the  other  hand,  suppose  the  American  propo- 
sition of  the  49th  degree  of  latitude  should  be  again 
made  by  the  United  Stales  and  again  rejected  by 
Great  Britain,  and  war  then  be  the  consequence,  we 
might  appeal  to  all  mankind  for  the  justice  and  mod- 
eration of  our  demand.  The  voice  of  an  impartial 
world  would  pronounce  our  cause  to  be  righteous, 
and  our  own  citizens  would  be  enthusiastically 
united  in  sustaining  such  a  war.  Should  the  nego- 
tiation end-in  disappointment,  the  president,  having 
done  all  that  can  be  required  of  him  for  the  preser- 
vation of  peace,  will  afterwards  feel  himself  perfect- 
ly free  to  insist  upon  our  rights  in  their  full  extent, 
up  to  the  Russian  line. 

Influenced  by  these  important  considerations,  you 
will  perceive  from  my  note  to  Mr.  Pakenha'.ii  a  copy 
of  which  I  now  enclose  you,  that  the  president  has 
once  more  proposed  to  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  thai  the  territory  west  of  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains, which  has  been  under  existing  treaties  "free 
and  open"  to  the  occupation  of  both  nations  ever 
since  1818,  shall  now  be  divided  betwe>,n  them  by 
the  49th  parallel  of  north  latitude,  offering  at  the 
same  lime  to  make  free  to  Great  Britain  any  port  or 
ports  on  Vancouver's  island,  south  of  this  parallel, 
■which  the  British  government  may  desire. 

You  will  observe  that  the  proposition  is  silent  in 
regard  to  the  navigation  of  the  Columbia  river — a 
privilege  which  has  heretofore  been  repeateiily  of- 
fered to  Great  Britain  in  former  attempts  to  settle 
this  question.  Such  a  privilege  the  president  cannot 
concede,  although  he  is  well  aware  of  the  serious,  if 
not  insuperable  obstacles  which  this  jnay  present  to 
the  success  of  the  negotiation.  'J'he  tenacity  with 
which  Great  Britain  will  adhere  to  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  Columbia,  wliich  she  now  enjoys,  is  mani- 
fest from  the  note  of  Mr.  Pakenham  to  Mr.  Calhoun, 
of  the  12lh  September  last,  with  a  copy  of  which 
jou  have  been  iurnished. 

If  the  free  navigation  of  the  Columbia  were  grant 
ed  to  Great  Britain,  this  would  be  a  perpetual  source 
of  strife  and  cause  of  collision  between  the  citizens 
and  subjects  of  the  two  nations  in  those  remote  re- 
gions. It  would  be  almost  impossible,  by  any  vigi- 
lance which  could  be  exerted,  to  execute  llic  revenue 
laws  of  the  respective  countries,  and  prevent  smug- 
gling on  cither  side  of  the  river.  Besides,  there  arc 
several  portages  around  the  falls  and  rapids  of  this 
river  and  its  branches,  iho  use  of  which  is  necessary 
to  the  enjoyment  of  its  free  navigation.  This  would 
introduce  the  subjects  of  Greai  Britain  with  their 
inorchandizo  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  and  thus 
greatly  increase  the  evil  beyond  what  it  would  be  if 

Ihoy    were  confined  to   the   channel  of  the  river. 

The  president  is  desirous  to  adjust  the  question  in 


such  a  manner  as  to  leave  no  source  behind  from 
which  might  proceed  new  difficulties  and  new  dan- 
gers again  to  involve  the  peace  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. With  his  present  impressions,  he  can  never 
yield  to  Great  Britain  the  free  navigation  of  the  Co- 
lumbia. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Great  Britain  may  view  this 
subject  in  the  same  light,  especially  as  within  the 
last  fe\v  years  rivers  have  been  expljred  and  resort- 
ed to  north  of  tlie  parallel  of  49  degrees,  on  which 
her  trade  may  be  conducted  between  the  interior  and 
the  ocean,  without  the  use  of  the  Columbia. 

Whilst  denying  this  privilege,  which  has  been 
hitherto  so  often  offered,  it  may  be  asked,  what  rea- 
son have  we  to  hope  that  Great  Britain  may  now  ac- 
cede to  the  naked  parallel  of  49  degrees?  There 
would  be  little  or  none,  unless  our  proposition  had 
contained  such  a  concession  in  some  other  particular 
as  to  enable  her  to  retreat  with  honor  from  her 
former  demands.  This  will  be  found  in  our  ofler  to 
make  free  to  Great  Britain  any  port  or  ports  on  Van- 
couver's island,  south  of  49  degrees,  which  the  Brit- 
ish government  may  desire.  It  is  true,  this  is  but  a 
trifling  concession,  considering  tfie  small  portion  of 
the  cap  of  Vancouver's  island  which  lies  south  of 
that  parallel;  and,  although  no  equivalent,  it  is  yet 
something  which  may  be  a  refuge  for  British  pride, 
whilst  surrendering  ".he  free  navigation  of  the  Co 
lumbia.  Besides,  as  they  have  in  their  last  proposi- 
tion so  far  gone  beyond  that  of  1827  as  to  offer  to 
make  free  to  the  United  States  any  port  or  ports 
which  they  might  desire,  either  on  the  main  land  or 
Vancouver's  island  south  of  latitude  49  degrees,  our 
offer  to  them  of  free  ports  on  the  southern  cap  of 
that  island  may  be  deemed  a  reciprocal  concession. 

Had  this  been  a  new  question,  you  are  fully  aware 
that  the  president  never  would  have  presented  such 
a  proposition;  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
American  government  neverdies  although  the  agents 
who  administer  it  are  perpetually  changing.  Its 
course  of  policy  towards  foreign  nations  sliould  not 
change  with  every  changing  admin isl  ration,  but  ought 
to  be  uniform  and  consistent,  unless  for  reasons  of 
imperative  necessity. 

From  what  has  been  said,  you  will  perceive  how 
wholly  impossible  it  is  for  the  president  to  accept 
any  terms  of  compromise  which  would  bring  the 
British  south  of  the  parallel  of  49  degrees;  and  this 
you  may  intimate  to  the  British  ministers  in  conver- 
sation, should  you  deem  it  wise  under  all  the  circum- 
stances. The  only  exception  to  this  rule  v.hich 
could  possibly  be  made  might  be  the  concession,  for 
an  adequate  equivalent,  of  the  small  cap  of  Van- 
couver's island  south  of^  this  latitude,  v.'hich  would 
be  of  no  importance  to  the  United  States,  whilst  it  is 
of  considerable  value  to  Great  Britain. 

You  will  enforce  our  proposition  upon  the  British 
ministry  with  all  the  enlightened  ability  of  which 
you  are  so  eminently  the  master.  Should  it  be  re- 
jected, the  president  will  be  relieved  from  the  em- 
barrassment in  which  he  has  been  involved  by  the 
acts,  offers,  and  declarati{jn3  of  his  predecessors. — 
Afterwards,  if  the  difficulty  can  only  be  resolved  by 
the  sword,  we  may  then  appeal  with  confidence  to 
the  world  for  the  equity  and  justice  of  our  cause, 
and  may  anticipate  the  smiles  of  Heaven  upon  the 
right,     lam,  &.C.,  JAMKS  BUCHANAN. 

Louis  McLane,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &e. 

MR.    BUCHANAN    TO    MR.    M'LANE. 

[No.  9]  Dcparlment  of  State, 

n'athinglon,  Sept-  13,  1845. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  despatches  of  the  ICtli  and  18th  ultimo,  the 
former  of  which  was  placed  in  my  hands  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Rhelt,  of  Soulh  Carolina,  and  to  transmit 
to  you,  herewith,  a  copy  of  my  last  note  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Richard  Pakenham,  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
minister  at  Wa^liington,  relative  lo  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion,    lam,  &c.,  JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

Hon.  Louis  McLane,  &c.,  iscc,  &.c. 

MR.    EUCIIAVAN    TO    MR.    m'lANE. 

[No.  13  ]  Vepmlmcnl  of  Slate, 

H'lislihtglm,  Aov.  5,  1845 

Sin:  Your  dcspalclies  to  No.  IG,  inclusive,  have 
been  duly  rcceivi  tl. 

Since  the  receipt,  on  the  21st  ultimo,  of  your  No. 
9,  I  have  held  several  conversations  with  Mr.  Paken- 
ham. His  purpose,  doubtless,  was  lo  ascertain 
Hhcther  the  president  would  not  take  hack  bis  with- 
drawal of  our  proposition  of  compromise,  and  suffer 
it  lo  stand  as  the  basis  of  further  negotiation;  and,  if 
this  could  not  be  done,  lo  obtain  some  assurance  in 
advance  as  to  the  manner  in  which  a  new  proposi- 
tion from  the  Brilish  goveinmenl  would  be  received. 
Ho  did  not  accomplish  cither  object.  In  these  con- 
versations, 1  gave  him  distinctly  lo  understand  that 
the  president  could  not  consent  to  recall  what  had 
been  already  done,  nor  tu  modify,  in  any  degree,  the 


withdrawal  of  our  ofTer.  At  the  same  time  I  ob- 
served, in  answer  to  a  question  propounded  by  him, 
that  if  the  British  government  should  think  proper 
lo  make  any  new  proposition  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States  for  the  settlement  of  the  Oregon 
question,  it  would  be  respectfully  considered  by 
the  president,  without,  however,  feeling  himself 
committed  in  any  degree  by  the  offer  which  had  been 
already  made  and  rejected,  and  afterwards  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  Pakenham  urged  that  he  had  not  rejected  our 
proposition,  but  had  merely  refused  to  accept  it,  and 
endeavored  by  argument  to  impress  upon  my  mind 
the  distinction — not  very  obvious — between  the  re- 
fusal to  accept  a  proposition  and  its  rejection.  To 
this  I  replied  by  referring  him  to  the  subsequent  part 
of  his  note,  in  which  he  expressed  his  trust  that  "I 
would  be  prepared  to  ofliir  some  further  proposal  for 
the  settlement  of  the  Oregon  questien  more  consist- 
ent with  fairness  and  equity,  and  with  the  reasonable 
expectation  of  the  British  government."  This  lan- 
guage, I  observed,  neces'^arily  implied  not  only  an 
emphatic  rejection  of  our  offer,  but  a  condemnation 
of  its  character. 

In  consequence  of  my  communications  with  Mr. 
Pakenham,  the  president,  after  holding  two  cabinet 
councils  on  the  present  state  of  the  Oregon  negotia- 
tion, has  finally  determined  that  he  will  not  renew  his 
former  oiler,  nor  submit  any  other  proposition;  and 
it  must  remain  for  the  Brilish  government  to  decide 
what  other  or  further  steps,  if  any,  they  may  Ihink 
proper  to  take  in  the  negotiation.  You  will  not  be 
susprised  at  the  result,  as  you  are  well  aware  that 
nothing  hut  deference  for  the  repeated  action  of  his 
predecessors,  and  for  the  principle  of  compromise 
on  which  the  negotiation  bad  been  commenced,  as 
well  as  a  sincere  desire  to  cultivate  the  most  friend- 
ly relations  between  the  two  countries,  could  have 
induced  him  so  far  to  depart  from  his  well  known 
opinions  as  lo  have  directed  the  proposition  lo  be 
made  ttliich  has  been  rejected  and  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Pakenham's  note  of  the  30th  of  July,  reject- 
ing our  proposition,  became  immediately  after  its  re- 
ceipt, the  subject  of  grave  deliberation  by  the  presi- 
dent. Upon  a  full  consideration  of  the  v.-fiole  ques- 
tion, and  alter  waiting  a  month  for  further  develop- 
ments, he  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a 
duty  which  he  owed  his  country  to  withdraw  the 
proposition  ^vhich  he  had  submitted.  This  ivas  ac- 
cordingly done  by  my  note  to  Mr.  Pakenham  of  Ihe 
30th  of  August  last.  The  president  tlius  took  his 
ground,  from  which  he  will  not  depart.  If  the  Brit- 
ish government  have  any  new  proposition  to  submit, 
it  must  proceed  from  them  voluntarily,  and  without 
any  previous  invitation  or  assurance  on  our  part;  and 
then  such  a  proposition  will  be  respectfully  cansider- 
ed  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

This  is  the  posture  on  v/hicli  the  negotiation  now 
stands;  and,  unless  in  the  meantime  it  should  be 
changed  by  some  action  on  the  part  of  the  Brilish 
government,  the  president  intends  lo  lay  the  whole 
subject  before  congress  for  their  consideration. 
I  am,  &c., 

JAMES   BUCHANAN. 

Louis  McLane,  Esq.,  &c..  Sec,  &c. 

MR.  m'lane  to  hi;,  bucuan.an. 
[Extracts.] 
[No.  24.]  London,  December  1,  1345. 

Although  it  is  well  understood  here  that,  in  the 
present  posture  of  the  Oregon  question,  my  connex- 
ion with  it  must  be  in  a  great  degree  informal,  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  occasionally  makes  it  a  subjct  of 
conversation. 

At  his  request  1  have  recently  had  an  interview 
Willi  him,  when  ho  put  in  my  hand,  lo  read,  two 
despatches  from  Mr.  Pakenham:  one  in  explanation 
of  his  rejection,  w  ilhout  reference  to  his  government, 
of  the  president's  proposition;  Ihe  other  containing  a 
statement  of  his  subsequent  attempts  to  induce  you 
to  allow  the  president's  proposition  to  stand  as  Ihe 
basis  of  further  negotiation,  or  lo  have  some  assurance 
of  the  answer  which  a  new  proposition  from  the 
British  government  would  receive. 

In  his  first  letter,  Mr.  Pakenham,  among  oilier 
things,  thought  his  trealmenl  of  the  president's  pro- 
position justifiable  on  the  ground  of  his  instructions, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  forbid  (he  expeclation  that 
such  a  proposition  could,  under  any  circumstances, 
receive  the  approbation  of  his  government.     He  also 


,  *  *  *  *        expressed 

his  belief  that  a  reference  of  the  proposition  lo  his 
government,  merely,  as  he  supposed,  to  be  rejected, 
would  not  have  avoided  the  embarrassment  ui  which 
the  subject  has  been  by  that  step  involved. 

In  answer  lo  these  views,  1  had  only  to  point  out 
the  clear  insufliticney  of  Air.  Pakenham's  ciiplana- 
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tions;  and  to  defend  and  jii'liry  the  withdrawal  of  the 
president's  propotiitinn  Mpi)n  the  obvious  grounds  on 
which,  in  yoiM'  coMiiiiunicalions,  jou  had  placed  ilj 
to  point  out  with  entire  expliciliiesii  the  altitude  the 
president  had  determined  to  maintain,  and  the  course 
it  was  his  intention  to  pursue, in  conformity  with  the 
statement  in  your  despatcli  No.  13,  dated  the  5ih 
November  last 

The  principal  object  of  Lord  Aberdeen  in  seeking 
the  interview  appeared  to  me  to  be,  to  point  out  the 
embarrassment  in  which  he  thought  ttie  president's 
withdrawal  of  his  propnsitio;!  had  placed  thii  go- 
vernment. It  was  quite  evident,  indeed  he  exprcssi) 
said,  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  accept  the  presi- 
dent's proposition,  but  desired  only  to  make  it  the 
basis  of  further  negotiation  and  modified  propositions 
from  his  government,  which  he  would  have  done, 
notwithstanding  the  rejection  of  it  by  Mr.  Pakenhani, 
if  it  had  not  been  n  ilhdrawn  by  direction  of  the  pre 
sident.  He  complained  of  tlie  withdrawal  of  the  pro- 
position as  unusual,  if  not  unprecedented  in  diplo- 
macy, and  seemed  to  consider  it  impossible  in  the 
present  posture  of  the  aH'air  to  submit  any  proposi- 
tion for  a  partition  of  the  territory  in  dispute,  unless 
he  could  have  some  assuraiice  of  the  treatment  which 
any  propusition  he  might  submit  for  that  purpose 
would  receive. 

Under  the«e  circumstances  he  could  only  regard 
the  negotiations  as  having  been  terminated  by  the 
president;  and  the  door  to  further  attempts  at  com- 
promise being  thus  closed,  this  government  had  no 
alternative,  in  its  desire  to  preserve  the  peaceful  re- 
lations of  the  two  countries,  [other]  than  to  propose 
arbitration,  and  abide  the  consequence?.  Indeed,  1 
understood  him  to  say,  very  distinctly,  that  this 
course  would  be  pursued.  It  may  be  considered 
certain,  therefore,  that  if  he  have  not  been  already, 
Mr.  Pakenham  will,  by  the  present  steamer,  be  in- 
structed to  propose  an  arbitration;  and  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  answer  that  proposition  may  receive,  the 
ultimate  course  upon  the  part  of  this  government 
will  be  defined. 

I  think  it  not  improbable  that,  if  the  offer  be  de- 
clined upon  the  ground  upon  which  it  is  understood 
it  was  lefused  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  wit:  that  a  more 
Batisfactory  adjustment  miglit  be  obiained  through 
the  medium  of  negotiation,  this  government  would 
Iheu  submit  a  new  proposition,  ind  so  resume  the 
negotiation;  but  that,  if  it  be  refused  on  such  terms 
as  to  warrant  ihem  in  assuming  that  our  government 
has  determined  to  insist  upon  the  extreme  claim, 
and  to  decline  both  negoiiun  and  arbitration,  this 
government  will  treat  the  od'er  to  arbitrate  as  its  ill 
limatum,  and  abide  the  result.  Of  course,  these 
opinions  are  founded  upon  the  observations  of  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen,  in  the  conversation  to  which  1 
have  already  alluded. 

Althongh  1  am  quite  sure  that  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen has  no  idea  at  present  of  accepting  the  com- 
promise contained  in  the  president's  proposition,  it 
would  not  surprise  me  if  an  arrangement  upon  that 
basis  should  prove  acceptable  to  large  and  important 
classes  in  this  country.  Indeed  complained  of  princi- 
pally by  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  and  those  in  its 
interest.  That  the  ministry  should  find  it  difficult 
and  hazardous  to  prefer  war  to  such  a  settlement 
may  well  be  imagined;  although  you  may  assume 
it  to  be  certain  that  when  war  becomes  ineutable,  it 
will  receive  the  undivided  support  ol  the  British 
people. 

I  believe  the  governmei.t  and  people  here  are 
quite  prepared  lor  the  reassertioii  in  the  message  ol 
the  president's  opinions  expressed  in  his  inaugural 
address;  and,  perhaps,  (or  a  recommendation  by  him 
to  terminate  llie  joint  occupation  in  the  manner  pro- 
■viiied  by  the  existing  treaty.  And  1  also  thi.ik  that 
unless  the  recommendations  in  the  message  should 
be  such  as  to  discourage  furtner  negotiuiioii,  and  to 
manifest  a  determination  to  insist  upon  our  whole 
right,  they  would  not  lead  to  any  immediate  mea- 
Bures  upon  the  part  of  this  government,  or  materi- 
ally add  to  the  embarrassmeuts  in  which  the  rela- 
tions between  the  two  couDtiies  appear  to  be  at  pre- 
sent involved. 


MR.    BUCHAKA.M  TO  MR     M'lANE. 

[No.  20.]  Ueptirlmcnl  of  Stale, 

IFasltingtoii,  December  13,  1845. 

Sir:  You  will  receive  by  the  Cambria,  a  copy  ofthe 
president's  message  and  the  documents  accompany- 
ing it,  in  relaiion  to  Texas  and  Oregon.  These  are 
all  which  have  yet  been  printed. 

You  will  observe  that  whilst  the  president  has  re- 
commended that  the  necessary  notice  shall  be  given 
to  abrogate  tie  convention,  he  has  carefully  avoided 
to  recommend  any  legislative  measure  which  could, 
in  the  meantime,  conflict  with  its  provisions;  and  it  is 
not  apprehended  that  congress  will  adopt  any  such 
measure. 


The  message  has  been  well  received  throuahout 
the  countrv,  and  its  doctrines  cenerally  will,  I  think, 
meet  the  approbation  of  congress. 

Tlie  president  sincerely  desires  to  preserve  our 
friendly  relations  with  Great  liritain.  His  policy 
with  that  and  all  other  nations  is  peace,  so  long  as 
this  can  be  maintained  consistently  with  the  national 
rights  and  honor.  The  Oregon  question  U  now  ap- 
proaching a  crisis.  It  is  hardly  probable  that  the 
British  government  will  sulfer  it  to  remain  upon  its 
present  basis;  and  it  is  clear  that  if  there  should  be 
any  new  movement  towards  its  adjustment,  this 
must  originate  with  Great  Britain.  Should  that  go- 
vernment lake  any  further  step  with  a  view  to  set- 
tle the  controversy,  the  president  would  judge  of 
the  character  of  the  proposition  when  made;  and  if 
in  his  opinion,  it  should  be  such  as  to  justify  this,  he 
would  feel  inclined  to  submit  it  to  the  senate  for  their 
previous  advice,  before  taking  any  other  action  upon 
it.  As  ihe  determination  on  any  such  proposition 
might  involve  the  issue  of  peace  or  war  between  the 
two  countries,  he  would  fuel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  con- 
sult his  constitutional  advisers,  before  a  final  deci- 
sion. I  deem  it  necessary  to  give  you  this  informa- 
tion, not  that  you  may  make  any  such  suggestion  to 
the  British  government,  hut  to  enable  you  to  regu- 
late wisely  your  conversation  and  conduct  in  tlie 
criti-al  posiiion  in  which  you  are  now  placed.  What 
the  result  might  be  In  tlie  senate,  I  cannot  anticipate 

The  president  has  received  information,  from  l 
variety  of  sources  which  he  cannot  disregard,  that 
Great  Britian  is  now  making  extensive  warlike  p 
parations.  As  her  relations  with  all  the  powers  of 
Europe  seem  at  present  to  be  of  a  peaceful  charac 
ter,  the  prevailing  and  natural  inference  here  is,  that 
these  preparations  look  to  a  rupture  with  the  United 
Stales  on  the  Oregon  question.  It  is  of  vast  import 
ancc  that  this  governnicnt  should,  as  early  as  possi 
ble,  ascertain  their  true  character.  You  are,  there- 
fore, instructed  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of 
bringing  this  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  Earl  of 
Abeideen,in  a  such  a  manner  as  you  may  deem  most 
expedient.  It  is  true,  that  on  more  than  one  occa 
sion  .Mr.  Pakenham  has  informed  me  in  conversa 
tionlhat  these  warlike  preparations  had  been  com- 
menced some  lime  before  the  existing  diffieullie; 
between  the  two  countries  had  assumed  their  present 
serious  aspert,  and  had  no  connection  whatever  with 
the  Oregon  question;  but  yet  it  would  be  satisfactory 
to  receive  such  an  assurance  in  a  more  authoritative 
and  authentic  form.  The  president  is  also  anxious  to 
learn  your  own  opinion  upon  this  subject  with  the 
least  practical  delay.     I  am,  Stc, 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 
Louis  McLane,  Esq.,  Sic,  S!.o.,&o. 

MR.  BUCHANAN    TO  MR.  m'lANE. 

[No.  21.]  Dcpartmenl  of  State, 

Wasliiiiston,  December  20,  1845. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  Ihe  receipt 
of  yuur  despatches  to  No.  24,  inclusive. 

The  senate  having  unanimously,  as  I  am  informed 
confirmed  your  appointment  as  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stales  of 
America  at  the  court  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  1  now  transmit  to  you 
your  commission  in  Ihal  character. 

You  were  correct  in  supposing  that  the  British 
government  would  again  otier  to  refer  the  Oregon 
question  to  some  friendly  power.  On  Saturday  last 
Mr.  Pakenham  delivered  me  a  communication  mak- 
ing an  oB'er  to  refer  this  question,  of  wliich  I  trans- 
mit you  a  copy.  You  will  not  fail  to  observe  that 
he  does  not  propose  a  reference  of  the  title  to  the 
whole  question,  [territory,]  but  merely  the  subject 
ol  "an  equitable  division"  of  il  between  the  parties. 
It  is  strange  that  such  a  proposition  should  have 
been  submitted  by  the  British  govcrumeul  in  the  face 
of  the  president's  claim  to  the  whole  territory,  after 
it  liad  been  so  recently  enforced  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  by  my  letter  of  the  30lh  of  August  last, 
withdrav/ing  our  proposition  lor  a  compromise  by 
the  49th  parallel  of  latitude.  To  accept  the  propo- 
sition under  such  circumstances,  would  be  fur  the 
piesidcnl  to  admit  that  he  had  committed  an  error 
in  asserting  the  American  title  to  the  whole  terri- 
tory, and  to  acknowledge,  in  the  very  submission  of 
the  question  to  the  arbitrator,  that  Great  Britain  had 
a  riglil  to  a  portion  of  it,  and  that  his  functiuus 
shtuld  be  confined  to  an  "equitable  divisioii"  of  it 
between  the  parties.  In  thia  respect,  the  present 
proposition  is  unlike  the  former  ofier  of  the  British 
government,  which  was  a  general  proposition  to  ar- 
bitrate. If  no  other  reascn  existed  for  declining  the 
proposiliun,  this  would  be  deemed  sufficient  by  the  j 
president.  You  niay  llierefore  consider  it  certain 
that  It  will  be  rejecied.  1  presume  that  the  British  J 
government  could  not  have  anticipated  a  different 
result;  and  from  my  conversation  upon  the  subject 
with  Mr,  Pakenham  on  Saturday  last,  he  will  doubt-  j 


1  less   undeceive    them,  if  they    had  any    expectation 
!  that  his  offer  -ould  be  accepted.     I  am,  &o., 
I  JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

I      Louis  McL.\NE,  Esq  ,  Slc  ,  &o.,  &c. 

i  MR.  BUCHANAN  TO  MR.  M'lANK. 

[No.  aa.J  DepmlnoU  of  Slate, 

if'aMitston,  January  2'^,  184C. 

Sir:  Your  despatches  to  No.  31,  inclusive,  have 
been  duly  received  at  this  department.  Having  al- 
ready communicated  to  you  a  copy  of  Mr.  Paken- 
ham's  note  of  the  27lh  December  last,  proposing  to 
arbitrate  the  Oregon  question,  I  now  enclo'c,  here- 
with, a  transcript  of  my  reply  to  that  nolo,  dated  oij 
the  3d   instant. 

On  the  I7lh  instant,  Mr.  Pakenham  called  at  tho 
department,  and  delivered  mo  a  nolo,  of  which  1 
transmit  you  a  copy,  renewing  his  proposition  to  ar- 
bilralc,  hut  changing  the  terms.  This  note  has  not 
yet  been  answered.  This  delay  has  been  occasion- 
ed, not  by  any  djiibt  as  to  the  propriety  of  reject- 
ing the  projiosilion,  but  from  a  desire,  before  prepar- 
ing my  answer,  to  ascertain  the  impression  which 
had  been  made  on  the  British  ministry  and  people  by 
the  president's  message  and  the  accompanying  cor- 
respondence. I  had  anticipated  a  visit  from  .Mr. 
Pakenham  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  llihernia; 
but  he  has  not  since  called  at  the  department. 

Mr.  Pakenhain's  last  proposition  to  arbitrate,  is 
liable  to  the  same  objection  which  was  prominently 
presented  in  my  answer  to  the  first.  It  is  true  that 
he  now  proposes  to  refer  to  arbitration  "the  ques- 
tion of  title  in  either  of  the  two  powers  to  the  wholo 
territory;"  but  yet,  annexed  to  this  offer,  there  is  a 
condition  "lliat  if  neither  should  be  found,  in  tho 
opinion  of  the  arbitrator,  to  possess  a  complete  title 
to  the  whole  territory,"  then  he  shall  divide  it  ba- 
tween  them  "according  to  a  just  appreciation  ofthe 
respective  claims  of  each."  If  the  government  of 
the  United  States  should  consent  to  an  arbitration 
upon  such  terms,  this  would  be  construed  into  an 
intimation,  if  not  a  direct  invitation,  to  the  arbitra- 
tor to  divide  the  territory  between  the  parties — - 
Were  il  possible  for  this  government,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  refer  the  question  to  arbitration,  the 
title,  and  the  title  alone,  detached  from  every  other 
consideration,  ought  to  be  the  only  question  submit- 
ted. If  not  confined  to  this  single  point,  wo  should 
have  another  compromising  award  like  that  of  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands. 

But  arbitration  in  any  form  is  out  of  the  question. 

Tlie  title  ofthe  United  Slates  to  Ihe  vast  territory 
on  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  with  all  its  com- 
mercial advantages,  can  never  be  placed  in  jeopardy 
by  referring  it  to  the  decision  of  any  individuals, 
whether  sovereigns,  citizens,  or  subjects.  To  Great 
Britain  it  would  be  a  distant  possession,  of  compa- 
ratively small  value,  and  which,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  she  cannot  very  long  enjoy;  but  to  the  Uniled 
Slates  it  is  invaluable"  Whilst  arbitration  is,  there- 
fore, out  of  the  question,  it  is  probable  that,  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  from  an 
anxious  desire  to  preserve  peace,  the  senate,  if  the 
question  were  submitted  to  them,  might  advise  the 
president  not  to  insist  upon  the  full  extent  of  our 
rights;  but  we  could  never  place  it  in  ttie  power  of 
any  arbitrator  to  deprive  us  of  a  fool  of  the  soil  on 
the  continent  south  of  the  49lh  parallel  of  latitude, 
and  of  tho  valuable  harbors  of  Pugel's  sound.  Such 
is  the  fixed  determination  of  the  president. 

Again:  even  if  this  were  not  the  case,  and  a  trea- 
ty should  be  submitted  to  the  senate  for  arbitration, 
il  could  not,  by  any  possibility,  obtain  the  necessary 
majority  in  thai  body. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  pursuit  of  arbitration  by  the 
British  government  can  produce  no  other  effect  than 
to  involve  the  question  in  new  diflicullies,  and,  per- 
haps, by  the  delay,  render  an  amicable  adjustment 
of  il  impossible.  The  fact  is  not  to  be  disguised 
that  the  feeling  of  the  country  is  becoming  daily 
more  unanimous  and  intense  in  favor  of  asierling 
our  right  to  the  whole  territory;  and  the  debates  in 
congress,  and  their  delay  to  act  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendatiuns  of  the  president,  only  serve  to 
increase  the  popular  excitement.  Resolutions  of 
state  conventions  and  stale  legislatures  are  now  in 
uccession  being  adopted,  in  favor  of  adhering  to  the 
line  of  54°  40\  If  the  British  government  intend 
to  make  a  proposition  to  this  government,  they  have 
not  an  hour  to  lose,  if  they  desire  a  peaceful  termi- 
nation of  the  controversy. 

Nolwilhstandingallyoumay  have  seen  in  the  pub- 
lie  papers,  the  notice,  unless,  I  am  greatly  mistaken, 
will  pass  congress  in  some  form  or  otner,  by  large 
majorities  of  both  houses,  a»  well  as  the  other  mea- 
sures recommended  by  the  president. 

The  president  will  never  abandon  the  position  ha 
has  taken  in  his  message.  Clearly  convinced  of  the 
right  of  the  United  Stales  to  Itie  whole  territory  in 
diipule,  and  feliered,  by  the  refusal  of  the  Britnh 
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gOTernment  lo  accept  (his  offer  of  compromise,  from 
the  embarrassment  in  which  tlie  acts  ol  his  predeces- 
sors had  placed  him,  he  would  not  now  authorize  the 
conclusion  of  a  treaty  on  that  basis.  But  the  senate, 
his  constitutional  advisers,  are  now  in  session.  The 
question  of  peace  or  war  may  be  involved  in  tlie 
issue.  They  are  a  branch  of  the  war-makingas  well 
as  of  the  treaty-making  power.  In  deference  to  the 
senate,  under  these  circumstances,  he  would,  in  the 
first  instance,  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  submit  such  a 
proposition  for  their  previous  advice.  It  is  manifest, 
therefore,  that  the  Brilisli  government  should  at  once 
present  their  ultimatum.  If  Mr.  Palsenham  should 
offer  less,  in  the  hope  that,  having  thus  recommenc- 
ed the  negotiation,  he  might,  in  its  progress,  induce 
me  to  say  what  the  president  would  consent  to  ac- 
cept, he  must  be  disappointed.  The  president  will 
accept  nothing  less  than  the  whole  territory,  unless 
the  senate  should  otherwise  determine.  The  only 
question  which  he  will  decide  is,  whelher  the  new 
proposition,  should  any  such  be  made,  be  of  a  cha- 
racter to  justify  its  submission  to  the  senate  for  their 
previous  advice. 

Under  all  the  cireumstancea  by  which  yon  may 
be  surrounded,  it  is  left  to  your  sound  discretion 
whether  any  such  communication  or  intimation  shall 
be  made  lo  Lord  Aberdeen.     I  am,  &c., 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

Louis  McLane,  Esq  ,  &c.,  Sec,  &c. 

MR.  m'lane  to  MR.  BUCHANAN. — Extract. 
[No.  34.]  London,  February  3,  1846- 

Sir:  •■«»**« 

Notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  1  still  entertain 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  in  my  power,  without 
any  improper  commitment  of  the  president,  to  lead 
to  a  renewal  ol  the  negotiation  by  this  government, 
and  to  the  submission,  unless  another  mode  would 
be  more  desirable,  through  its  minister  at  Washing- 
ton, of  a  proposition  adopting  that  directed  by  the 
president  on  the  ]2lh  of  July  last,  with  some  modi- 
fications not  inconsistent,  according  to  the  sense  ]  en- 
tertain of  it,  with  our  national  honor.  Of  this  1 
should  feel  quite  certain,  if  1  could  officially  know 
that  the  proposition  would  probably  be  accepted  at 
Washington;  and  I  should  attempt  it  informally,  and 
upon  my  individual  responsibility  with  scarcely  less 
confidence  of  success,  if,  while  acting  in  that  way, 
I  could  encourage  a  like  result. 

It  is  due,  however,  to  my  own  position,  and  to 
those  with  whom  1  am  brought  into  intercourse  upon 
this  subject,  to  stale  that  the  opinions  I  have  thus 
expressed  are  not  founded  upon  any  direct  commu- 
nication from  those  in  official  station;  but  are  rattier 
the  result  of  a  series  of  facts  and  inferences,  entit- 
led, however,  in  my  judgment  at  least,  to  not  less 
weight. 

After  these  observations,  I  owe  it  more  particular- 
ly to  myself  lo  stale  that,  believing,  from  the  history 
of  our  previous  negotiations  as  to  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion, that  it  may  now  be  settled  upon  the  bjsis  of 
compromise,  and  with  reference  to  interests  which 
have  grown  up  during  the  joint  occupation  of  the 
territory,  without  a  violation  of  any  duly  which  a 
public  man  owes  lo  the  rights  and  honor  of  his  coun- 
try, I  would  not  be  unwilling,  taking  the  president's 
proposition  of  the  12lh  July  as  a  basis,  lo  urge  a 
final  adjustment  of  ihe  question  according  to  that 
proposition,  butconceding  to  the  Hudson's  Hay  Com- 
pany a  continuance  of  the  privileges  of  Joint  occu- 
pation, including  Ihe  navigation  of  the  Columbia, 
for  a  period  of  seven  or  ten  years  longer;  and  1  hope 
1  may  be  allowed  to  add,  that  I  would  be  willing  to 
assume  the  responsibility  of  assenting  to  an  adjust- 
ment by  extending  the  boundary  to  the  P.iciric  by 
the  49th  parallel  and  the  straits  of  Fuoa,  witli  free 
pom  lo  both  nations;  or  by  extending  the  free  navi- 
gation of  the  Columbia  river  for  a  longer  period, 
provided  similar  advantages  upon  the  Si.  Lawrence 
could  thereby  be  secured  to  the  United  Slates. 

I  believe  that  upon  one  of  these  grounds,  perhaps 
upon  either,  an  adjustment  may  be  concluded;  and  I 
have  a  strong  conviction  that  the  mode  first  indicat- 
ed is  entirely  practicable. 

I  am,  however,  constrained  at  the  same  time  lo 
state,  from  all  that  has  come  lo  my  knowledge  here, 
that  1  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  more  ''avoiable' 
terms  than  those  I  have  above  adverted  lo,  would, 
under  any  circumstances,  be  consented  to  by  this 
government. 

""•  BDCHANAN    TO   Mil.   m\\HF..— ExlraclS. 

[No.  23  ]  Dijiarlment  of  Stale, 

yyaslnnglon,  F,brunry  2G,  184C- 

biR:  Your  despatches  to  No.  34,  inclu-ivc,  have 
been  received,  and  laid  before  ihe  president. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  my  answer,  under 
dale  of  the  4th  inst.,  to  Mr.  I'akenhum's  last  niopo- 
Jition  to  oubmit  the  Oregon  question  to  urbitration 

Independently  of  the  reason  prominently  prenenl- 


ed  in  my  reply,  that  the  president  "does  not  believe 
the  territorial  rights  of  this  nation  to  be  a  proper 
subject  for  arbitration,"  there  are  other  powerful 
reasons  against  such  a  course,  which  might  have 
been  slated  had  it  been  deemed  proper,  in  a  commu- 
nication to  the  British  minister.  These  you  can  use 
as  occasion  may  require. 

In  ibe  first  place,  without  pretending  to  know  the 
opinions  of  individual  senators,  1  hazard  but  little  in 
asserting  that  no  treaty  for  arbitration  could  obtain 
Ihe  constitutional  majority  of  the  senate  necessary 
to  its  ratification.  Several  of  the  senators  who 
might  assent  lo  a  compromise  upon  the  parallel  of 
forty-nine  degrees,  would  not  be  willing  to  jeopard 
by  aibitralion  the  possession  of  the  harbors  on  Ad- 
mirally  inlet  and  Puget's  sound,  south  of  that  paral- 
lel. Indeed,  for  commercial  purposes,  the  United 
States  might  almost  as  well  abandon  the  whole  ter 
rilory  as  consent  to  deprive  themselves  of  these  har- 
bors; because,  south  of  them,  within  its  limits,  no 
good  harbor  exists.  The  rejection  of  such  a  treaty 
by  the  senate  would  invoj  ve  the  question  in  far  great- 
er embarrassments  than  exist  at  present,  and 
would  render  its  amicable  adjustment  still  more  dif- 
ficult. 

2.  But  even  if  such  a  treaty  were  now  ratified  by 
both  powers,  Ihe  process  towards  a  final  termination 
of  the  controversy  would  be  exceedingly  slow.    Ex- 

I  perience  has  taught  us  this  truth.  The  necessary 
delay  in  selecting  the  arbitrators,  in  organizing  the 
bnaid,  in  submitting  the  proofs  and  arguments  of  the 
parlies,  would  probably  postpone  the  final  award  for 
several  years.  Meanwhile  the  tide  of  emigration 
from  the  United  Stales  to  Oregon  would  be  con- 
stantly swelling;  and  the  danger  of  collisions  be- 
tween British  subjects  and  American  citizens  in  that 
territory  would  be  constantly  increasing.  In  my 
opinion,  in  order  to  secure  a  peaceful,  there  must  be 
a  prompt  selllemenl  of  this  controversy.  There 
never  u  as  a  question  in  which  delay  will  prove  more 
dangerous. 

3.  I  shall  merely  advert  to  the  difficulty  of  select- 
ing suitable  arbitrators.  There  would  be  objections 
lo  any  of  Ihe  sovereigns  of  Europe  on  account  of 
Iheir  intimate  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  and 
objections  equally  strong  against  committing  such 
vast  territorial  rights  to  the  arbitration  of  indivi- 
duals. 

It  was  for  these  and  olher  considerations  which 
might  be  stated,  that,  in  the  spirit  of  frankness  and 
friendship,  the  intention  of  the  president  to  decline 
the  proposition  of  arbitration,  should  it  be  offered, 
was  early  made  known  to  the  British  government  in 
unofficial  conversations  between  Lord  Aberdeen  and 
yourself  at  London,  and  Mr.  Pakenham  and  myself 
in  this  ciiy.  The  government  must,  therefore,  have 
anticipated  the  result  of  its  propositions  to  arbitrate, 
before  they  were  presented. 

It  appears  that  in  your  interview  with  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  his  lordship  complain 
ed  of  the  terms  ai^d  manner  in  which  I  had  declin 
ed  lo  accept  Mr.  Pakenham's  first  proposition  lo  ar- 
bitrate; and  "apprehended  that,  from  the  nature  of 
the  answer,  and  the  character  of  the  recent  debate 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  it  would  be  difficult 
lo  prevent  the  conclusion  that  the  president  had  de- 
termined to  discourage  any  new  proposition  on  the 
basis  of  compromise,  and  to  concede  nothing  of  the 
extreme  demand." 

The  view  of  this  subject  presented  by  you  to  his- 
lordship  is  the  correct  one.  My  answer  was  not  in- 
tended either  to  encourage  or  lo  discourage  a  renew- 
al of  the  negotiation.  The  president  has  at  all  limes 
been  prepared  to  receive  and  to  treat  with  the  nl- 
most  respect  any  proposal  for  a  compromise  which 
might  emanate  from  the  British  government.  Whilst 
hi]  has  not  deemed  it  proper  to  invite  such  a  propo- 
sal, he  has  ever  manifested  an  anxious  desire  to  pre  ■ 
serve  amicable  relations  with  Great  Britain.  To 
accomplish  this  purpose  he  would  sacrifice  every 
consideration  except  Ihe  nalional  rights  and  the  na- 
tional honor.  Lord  Aberdeen  has  drawn  an  infe- 
rence from  my  language  of  which  it  is  not,  in  my 
opinion,  fairly  susceptible.  Of  this  he  will  be  fully 
sensible  upon  perusing  Ihe  concluding  paragraph  of 
my  answer  lo  llie  second  proposal  of  Mr.  Paken- 
ham fur  arhitraWon.  it  IS  there  declared  thai  "the 
president  cordially  concurs  with  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  in  desiring  that  the  present  controver- 
sy may  be  amicably  ailjiisleil.  Of  this  he  has  given 
thestiongesl  proof  before  the  whole  world.  He 
believes  that  as  Iherc  are  no  two  nations  on  the  earth 
more  closely  bound  together  by  lies  of  commerce, 
so  there  are  noii  who  ought  to  be  more  able  or  svil- 
Ihig  to  do  each  other  justice,  without  the  interposi- 
tion of  any  arbitrator." 

[This  omission  relates  exclusively  to  a  portion  of 
a  previous  despatch  of  Mr.  McLane  relative  lo  a 
convei'sulion  between  him  and  Lord  Aberdeen  un  the 


subject  of  the  warlike  preparations  by  Great  Britain  - 
Mr.  McLane,  in  a  subsequent  despatch,  states  that 
the  secretary  of  stale  had  misunderstood  his  mean- 
ing, and  therefore  Ihe  paragraph,  written  under  this 
alleged  mistake,  is  notcomnmnicated,  in  justice  both 
to  Lord  Aberdeen  and  and  iSlr.  McLane.] 

You  strongly  express  the  opinion,  notwithstanding 
the  existing  difficulties,  "that  it  would  be  in  my 
[your]  povver,  without  any  improper  commitment  of 
the  president,  to  lead  to  a  renewal  of  the  negotia- 
tion by  this  [the  Bsitish]  government,  and  lo  ihe  sub- 
mission, unless  another  mode  would  be  more  desira- 
ble, through  its  minister  at  Washinglon,  of  a  propo- 
sition adopting  that  directed  by  the  president  on  the 
12lh  July  last,  with  some  modifications  not  incon- 
sistent, according  to  the  sense  I  [you]  entertain  of 
it,  with  our  national  honor.  Of  tliis  1  [you]  should 
feel  quite  certain,  if  I  [you]  could  officially  know 
that  the  proposition  would  probably  be  acceptable 
at  Washinglon." 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  my  despatch  to  jou 
of  the  29lh  ullimo,  (No.  22.)  which  you  will  have 
received  shortly  after  making  this  suggestion,  is  per- 
haps sufficient  to  indicate  the  course  uhich  the  pre- 
sident would  pursue,  in  case  such  an  offer  should 
be  made  througli  the  British  minister  at  Washing- 
Ion. 

The  president,  since  the  date  of  his  message,  has 
seen  no  cause  to  change  his  opinion  either  in  regard 
to  cur  title  lo  Oregon,  or  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
ought  to  be  asserted.  But  the  federal  constitution 
has  made  the  stnate,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  co-ordi- 
nate branch  of  the  treaty  making  power.  Without 
their  advice  and  consent,  no  tri-aly  can  be  concluded. 
This  power  could  nol  be  entrusted  lo  wiser  or  better 
hands.  Besides,  in  their  legislative  character  they 
constitute  a  portion  of  the  war  making,  as  in  iheir 
executive  capacity  they  compose  a  pari  of  the  trea- 
ty making  power.  They  are  the  representatives  of 
the  sovereign  states  of  this  Union,  and  are  regarded 
as  Ihe  best  index  of  Ihe  opinion  of  their  constituents. 
A  rejection  of  the  British  uUimalum  mighl  probably 
lead  to  war;  and  as  a  branch  of  the  legislative  pow- 
er, it  would  be  incumbent  upon  them  to  authorise 
the  necessary  preparations  to  render  this  war  suc- 
cessful. Under  these  consideralions,  the  president, 
in  deference,  lo  the  senate,  and  to  the  true  theory 
of  the  cnnstitulional  responsibilities  of  the  different 
branches  of  the  government,  will  forego  his  own 
opinions,  so  far  as  to  submit  lo  that  body  any  pro- 
position which  may  be  made  by  the  British  govern- 
ment, nol  in  his  judgment  wholly  inconsistent  with 
the  rights  and  honor  of  the  country.  Nor  is  the 
fact  to  be  disguised,  thai  from  the  speeches  and 
proceedings  in  the  senate,  it  is  probable  Ihal  a  pro- 
position to  adjust  the  Oregon  question  on  the  paral- 
lel of  49  degrees  would  receive  their  favorable  con- 
sideration. 

But  it  is  necessary  to  be  more  explicit.  In  your 
despatch  you  have  presented  three  propositions, 
either  of  which  you  believe  the  Biiiibh  government 
would  be  willing  to  make  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
controversy;  and  you  express  "a  strong  conviction 
that  the  mode  firsl  indicated  isenlirelj  practicable." 
The  first  would  offer  an  adjustment  of  the  question 
on  the  basis  of  the  president's  proposition  of  the 
I2th  July  last;  'but  conreding  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  a  continuance  of  the  privileges  of  joint 
occupation,  including  the  navigation  of  the  Columbia, 
for  a  period  of  seven  or  ten  years  longer."  The  pro- 
position made  by  the  president,  to  wliich  you  refer, 
was,  "that  the  Oregon  territory  shall  be  divided 
between  tlic  two  countries  by  Ihe  4'Jlh  parallel  of 
north  latitude  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean;  offering  at  Ihe  same  time  to  make  free 
to  Great  Britain  any  port  or  ports  on  Vancouver's 
Island,  south  of  this  parallel,  which  the  British  go- 
vernment may  desire." 

The  president  would  feel  no  hesitation  in  present- 
ing lo  the  senate,  for  their  previous  '  advice  and  con- 
sent," this  proposition,  modified  according  lo  your 
suggestion. 

It  is  iiececssary,  however,  Ihal  there  should  be  a 
clear  understanding  of  what  is  meant  by  "a  contin- 
uance o(  the  privileges  of  joint  occupation."  If  this 
be  underslood  as  securing  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  com- 
pany, during  the  limiled  period,  no  more  than  the 
privilege  ol  enjoying  all  iheir  exisling  establishments, 
together  with  ihat  of  hunting,  fishing,  and  trading 
with  the  Indians,  and  using  the  harbors  and  rivers 
south  of  the  parallel  of  49  degrees,  this  would  not 
prevent  the  presidenl  from  submitting  such  a  propo- 
sition lo  the  scnale.  Of  course,  similar  privileges 
would  be  extended  lo  American  citizens  north  of  49 
degrees,  if  ihere  be  any  such  north  of  thai  parallel, 
which  is  doubtful.  But  no  concession  could  be 
made  lo  this  company  wliicli  would,  in  Ihe  mean- 
time, deprive  the  United  States  of  the  (ower  lo  es- 
talilish  a  territorial  government  over  the  whole  coun- 
try south  of  49  degrees,  and  to  make^granls  of  laud 
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^"^ ~.      '.  rn      'Z^  ~,  r^      ,   ,      m«  ,l„=>^■>l,.h    n.^   9^  nrHieaGlti    February   lasl,  1  Oregon  lerrilorv"  must  nscessarily  be  your  guide. — 

south  of  th,s  parallel.  The  preswlent  ««"""-  "'^-  ^.^J^''^^  ''J  , /explicit  m  delation  to  I  loreson  It  h  true  that  the  pre<,.lent  would  have  preferred  a 
ever,  ant,c.|.ate  any  possible  change  ofcMcum^tanee,  |  "fj*  .^°  '"  \,^7,'^^P  '"  V  '"  f "  ,,"  ^  say  upon  that  naked  resolution,  authorizing  him  to  ?ive  the  notice; 
«h,ch  would  induce  h„n   to    subm,t    such  a  propos,-    ^^  ^-■;^^^'"-!-7^;j;;'^^";„[°;;;':„,',:e  ^f  tile  i^qui-  '  and  he  believes    that,  if  .uc?,  a  resoljtion    had  bee. 

ries  conlaiued  in   your   No.  35,  which  had  not  been  i  adopted  by  congress  during  the  month  o     December 
anticipated. 

You  understand  Lord  Aberdeen  to  have  staled  thai 
if  no  sudicient  cncouragenienl  lo  renew  Ihe  negoti- 
ation on  the  basis  of  compromise  should  he  held  out 
by  my  answer  lo  the  last  proposition  of  Ihe  British 
government   for  arbitration,  in  such  ca'-c  one  of  the 


lion,  if  it  should  contain  a  surrender  lo  Gr 
tain  of  the  perpetual  right  to  navigate  the  Columbia.  I 
A  grant  of  the  free  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
to  the  United  Slates  would  be  no  equivalent  for  such 
a  concession.  Indeed,  this  has  become  comparatively  \ 
vaiuless,  in  consequence  of  the  construction  of  the  ^ 
railroads  and  canals  leading  lo  Ibe  harbors  of  New 
York    and    Boston,    which  have    rendered    Ihese  the 


greal  channels  of   import  and   export  for  Ihe  region  I  ailernatives  left  liim  might  be    to  oiler  a  propo 


within  the  United  Slates  watered  by  the  Si.  Lawrence 
and  il3  tributaries. 

The  president  is  desirous  so  to  adjust  the  Oregon 
question  as  not  lo  leave  open  any  source  from  which 
might  proceed  new  difficulties  and  new  dangers, 
again  lo  threaten  the  peace  of  Ihe  two  countries. — 
If  the  free  navigation  of  Ihe  Columbia  were  granted 
to  Great  Britain,  this  would  become  a  perpetual 
cause  of  strife  and  collision  between  the  citizens  and 
subjects  of  the  two  countries,  ll  would  be  almost 
impossible,  by  any  vigilance  which  could  heexerlcd, 
to  execute  llieir  respective  revenue  laws  and  prevent 
smuggling  on  either  side  ol  the  river.  Besides, 
there  are  several  portages  around  the  falls  and  rapids 
of  the  river  and  its  branches,  the  use  of  whith 
would  be  necessary  to  the  enjojinent  of  Us  free  na- 
vigation. This  would  imroduce  the  subject  of  Great 
Britain, With  their  nurchandise  into  the  heart  of 
Ihe  country,  and  thus  greatly  increase  the  mischief 
beyond  what  it  would  be  if  they  were  confined  to 
the  channel  of  the  river.  To  estimate  the  evils 
which  would  attend  such  a  concession,  «c  have 
but  "10  imagine  what  would  have  Ijecn  the  co 
quences  had  the  British  gov 
securing  lor  lis  subjects  the  fre 
Mississippi  from  its  source  lo 
of  Mexico. 


through  yourself  to  1liis  government.  Should  the 
contingency  occur,  his  lordship  may  adopt  this  course 
if  he  think  proper.  You  are  authorised  to  receive 
and  transmit  to  tliis  department  any  propusili'Mi  made 
by  him;  bul  in  no  event  will  the  president  consent  lo 
transfer  the  negotiation  to  Loudon.  The  reasons 
against  this  are,  in  his  opinion,  conclusive,  and  will 
readily  occur  lo  your  own  mind. 

We  have    but   little  information  lo  he  relied  upon 


in  regard  lo  Ihe  navigableness  of  the  Columbia  nvcr  ^    _^^^  „„,„,,,,.,^ ,.  ...  ,.„_  ..„ ..  ,. 

and  its  branches  north  of  the  parallel  of  49  degrees;    „^  j^  ^^^^^^  g^j^,,  ^  p.-oposal,  he  has  ever  manire!> 
but  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  are  naviga-  j  ^^  anxious  desire  to  preserve  amicable  relations  w 
ble  for  bcals  and    batleaux  of  a  few  tons  burden.— 
We  understand  thai  il  is  by  this  mode  that  the  Hud- 
son's  Bay   company   convey    furs  and  other  articles 
from  several  of  their  remote  stations  to  their  general 
depol  at  Fort  N'aiicouvcr,  and   receive  their  supplies 
from  thence. 
For  information  upon    this  subject.  I  refer  you   to 


t,  the  controversy  might  have  been  adjusted,  both 
more  speedily  and  upon  belter  terms  for  the  United 
Slates.  He  was  content,  neverlheless,  with  the  re- 
solution as  it  originally  pa^sed  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives; and,  in  the  form  lirally  adopted,  he  con- 
siders it  preferable  lo  a  failure  of  the  measure.  How- 
ever, congress  have  spoken  their  will  upon  the  sub- 
ject in  their  joint  resolution,  and  to  this  it  is  his  and 
your  duly  lo  conform. 

Upon  a  careful  review  of  my  despatch  to  you 
(No.  23)  ol  the  2Gth  February  last,  the  president 
finds  nothing  lo  change.  It  will  still  continue  to  be 
the  guide  of  your  conduct.  In  that  despatch  I  have 
distinctly  declared  that  "Iho  President  has,  at  all 
time  been  prepared  to  receive  and  to  treat  with  tho 
utmost  respect  any  proposal  for  a  compromise  of  .he 
Oregon  que.-tn.r*  which  might  emenate  from  the  Bri- 
tish government.  Whilst  he  has  not  deemed  il  pro- 
■   •      '  "isted 

preserve  amicaoic  relations  with 
Great  Biitain."  These  senlimenis  of  the  president 
you  may  communicate  lo  Lord  Aberdeen  on  deliver- 
ing the  notice. 

In  the  present  slalo  of  the  negotiation  it  is  clear 
adoption  of  all    proper    measures  for 


that  "in  Ihe  adoption  ot  all    prop 

speedy  and  amicable   adjustment  of  the  diflcrcnces 

.  '         ■        (•   -     oi     I  and  disputes  in  regard    to   said    territory,"   the  first 

I  senate  document  No.  39  of  the  2.1  session  ol  the  2Ut  |  proposal  ought  lo  proceed  from  the  British  govern- 
congress,  and  especially  to  the  report  f f  •'o''''"^  ,  |„ent.  It  is  deemed  uriiecessaiy  lo  enforce  so  plain 
Pilcher  (a    highly  respeelable  man)  to  ihe  spcrclary  ^  niy,,   t,y    arguments,  as    these  will    readily 


rnmeni  .nrce.ded  h,    "f  ^■^'•'   ^•°''"'''=    L  •''"'"■"■y   25,1834)     You  w iir    ^^^/ ,     ,„^,  „„„  ,„„„1  ,,,^„,,,  I,, „   become  a  qU£ 
.innient  suceeeoeo  in    j^^btless  find  this  volume  lu   the  library  of  your  le-  •^XM'n,  however,  cannot  be  aiillcipaled. 

r       ,V?,,r-    If   gallon;  but  lest  it   might   not   be  there,  I  shall  Iran-        j  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"^  ""'''=""  "'^^"'fllcribe  a  few  senlencci    from    that  report,     lie  says  j      '  »'"-"^'       !>  ^' ^J AMES  BUCHANAN. 

...  ,,      ,  ...        ,      -.u    (page  10:)    "I  set  out  from  Fort  Colville  Ihe  21st  ol 

The  president  would,  also,  consent,  though  with  pgi^j^^^^^--  ,yog  in  company  of  six  men  of  the 
luclance,  lo  submit  to  the  senate  the  second  pro  J  carrying  the  annual  express  or  packet  across 
isition  suggested  by   you,  dividing   the  territory   in    »j^^   continent.     Our   route    was    up  Ihc  main  river 


(page  10:)    "I  set  out  from  Fort  Colville  Ihe  21st  of  1      Loois  McLane,  E:q.  &c.,  &c.,  &c 


rel 
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dispute  between  the  two  countries  "by  exiendiug 
the  boundary  to  the  Pacific  by  the  forty-ninth  paral- 
lel and  the  Strails  of  Fuca,"  bul  without  the  super- 
added words,  "with 'Iree  ports  to  both  nations." — 
These  words  are  indefinite,  and  he  cannot  infer  from 
them  the  extent  of  jour  meanii  g.  In  case  the  firs 
proposition  to  w  hich  you  refer  should  be  made  by 
Uie  British  government,  the  president  would  not  ob- 
ject to  the  terms  of  his  ofier  of  the  12lh  July  last  "to 
make  free  to  Great  ilritain  any  port  or  porls  on 
Vancouver's  Island,  south  of  this  parallel,  which  the 
Briiish  government  may  desire."  If  the  cap  of  this 
island  should,  however,  be  surrendered  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  would  be  the  case  under  the  second  proposi- 
tion, then  he  would  consider  the  question  in  regard 
to  tree  ports  as  lerminaled.  1  need  not  enlarge  to 
you  upon  the  inconveniences,  not  lo  say  the  impossi- 
bility, under  our  system  of  government,  alter  one  or 
moie  slates  shall  have  been  established  in  Oregon, 
(an  event  not  far  distaiu) — of  making  any  of  other  j 
ports  free  to  Greal  Bnlain,  or  auy  other  nation. — 
Besides,  our  system  of  drawbacks  secures  to  their 
nations  the  maieiial  advantages  of  free  ports,  wuh- 
out  their  inconveniences. 

There  is  one  point  which  il  is  necessary  to  guard, 
wheUicr  the  first  or  the  second  proposiiion  should 
be  submitted  by  the  British  goverumenl.  The  Strait 
of  Fuca  is  an  arm  of  the  sea,  and,  under  Ihe  public 
law,  all  nations  would  possess  the  same  right  to  na- 
vigate it  throughout  Us  whole  extent  as  they  now 
have  to  the  navigation  of  the  Briiish  channel.  Siill, 
to  prevent  future  difficulties,  this  ought  to  be  clearly 
and  distinctly  understood.  It  is  rendered  the  more 
necessary  when  we  recollect  Ihat  the  Russian  go 


Columbia;  our  conveyance  a  balleau  of  four  or  five 
tons.  In  this  balleau  we  ascendeil  ihe  river  about 
three  hundred  miles,  where  the  river  divides  into 
three  forks;  the  main  one  being  still  navigable  lo  its 
\  head,  which  issues  from  a  lake  in  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains. At  the  three  forks,  which  is  called  the  Boat 
Encampment,  because  il  is  the  place  where  the  boats 
are  left;  and  the  portage  across  the  mounlains^coni 
enced,  we    began    cur  overlar.d  journey 


We  ar- 


Ta  her  Majesty  Victoria,  Queen  of  the  Uniled  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  S)i:.,  S,-c  ,  S,-c. 
Whereas    the  congress  cf  the  United    Stales  have 
adopted  a    "joint  resolution   concerning  the  Oregon 
terrilory,"  of  which  Ihe  following  is  a  copy: 
"Joint  Resoli'tion  concerning  the  Oregon   Terri- 
tory. 
"Whereas  by  the  convention  concluded  Ihe  twen- 
tieth day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen, 
between  Ihe  United  Slates  of   America  and  the  king 


rived  at  the  Boat  Encampment  on  the  4lli  October,  i  of  dig  Uniled  Kingdom  of  Gr.eat  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  remained  there  until  the  2d  November,  waiting  |  ff,).  ihe  period  of  ten  years,  and  afterwards  indefi- 
for  the  arrival  of  a  p:irty  from  Hudson's  Bay,"  Sic. ,  j  ^Hely  extended  and  continued  in  force  by  another 
&c.  "On  Ihe  4lli  we  set  out.  We  were  still  six  in  convention  of  the  same  parlies,  concluded  Iho  sixth 
company,  five  besides  myself,  all  on  horseback  ii'f  !  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
taking  the  horses  of  the  party  just  arrived,  and  tliey\  (.|gi,t  hundred  and  twenty  seven,  it  was  agreed  that 
taking  the  balleau  in  which  we  had  ascended  the  |  any  country  that  may  be  claimed  by  either  party  on 
river.  The  weather  was  still  mild,  no  appearance  oi :  (he  northwest  coast  of  America,  westward  of  tho 
ice,  and  the  river  reported  by  all  the  company  to  re-  I  giony  or  Rocky  Mountains,  now  commonly  called 
main  open  Ihe  winter  Ihrrugh,"  &';.,  Stc.  i  y-e  Oregon    territory,  sliould,  together  with  its  liar- 

lii    the   second    volume  of  Cox's  Columbia  River,  I  hors,   bays,   and   creeks,  and    the    navigation   of  all 


chapter  viii,  p?ge    102,  you  will  find   that   there  are  I  rivers   within  the   same,  be   'free  and   open'   I 
a  number  of  portages  around  its  rapids. 
1  am,  &c., 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 
p.  S.— A  copy  of  Ihe  senate  document  from  which 
the  above  quolaiions  are  made  having  been  procured, 
it  is  herewith  transmitted. 


MR.    Bl'CllAKAN    TO    MR.    M  LANE. 

fNo.  27.1  Department  if  State, 

irathinglon,  .iprit  28,  1846. 
Sir:  Your  despatches   to   iNo.  38,  inclusive,  have 


mem  not  many  years  ago  asserted  a  claim  lo  the  ex-  ]  been  duly  received.  „v,..„„,,;„„  nf 

elusive  navigation  of   the  northern  Pacific  ocean  be-        1  herewilh  transniit  a  notice   for  'he  abrogation  of 
tween  its  Asiatic  and    American   territories,  on  the  i  the  convention  of  ihe  6th  ol  August,  1H_7,  "elween 


principle  that  it  was  "a  close  sea." 

From  whatl  have  said,  jou  will  perceive  that  the 
third  proposiiion  to  which  you  reler  will  not  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  president,  even  to  the  extent 
of  submilling  it  to  the  senate. 

Thus  1  have  presented  a  frank  and  unreserved  ex- 
position of  ihu  views  of  the  president  on  tnis  impur- 
lant  subject.  To  what  extent  you  should  commu- 
nicate itiem  lo  Lord  Aberdeen,  is  lell  entirely  to  your 
own  discretion.     The    president  relies  with  implicit 


Great  Britain  and  the  United  Slates,  in  accordance 
with  Ihe  terms  prescribed  in  its  second  article.  This 
paper  you  will  deliver  lo  her  Britannic  majesty  in 
person,  or  to  her  majesty's  pri.ncipal  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  aflairs.  after  you  shall  have  ascer. 
lained  which  of  ihese  modes  of  presenting  it  will  be 
most  in  accordance  with  her  majesty's  wishes.  A 
duplicate  ol  the  same  is  transmitted,  to  be  placed  on 
file  in  the  archives  of  your  legation. 

As  the  abrogation  of  this  conveniion  is   an  act  o 


onfidenee  on  your  sound  judgment,  prudence,  and    an  important  and  solemn    ^1^"^^'"'    ''^,^^^.'';"^i,^' 

atriotism  J     °  •  r  Ihe  nouce  ought  lo  be  aUestcd  with  all  due  lormally. 

I  am  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  1  The  mode  is  left  entirely  to  your  own  ';|;"';;''?'H  l^;;;. 

^  '  J  AMF.S  BUCHANAN.      1  1  would  suggest  that  it  mighl  be  made  the  subjec    u 


Louis  McLane,  Esq.,  &.C.,  etc.,  Sic 


[No.  26  ] 


MR.    BUCH.4NA.V 


I    MR.    M   I.AN'E. 

Dcpartmtnt  of  State, 
ir.is/iiiigloit,  March  2d,  la46. 


a  protocol  in  triplicate— one  copy  of  which  should 
remain  with  the  British  i;overnnicnti  another  with 
the  legation  in  London,  and  the  thud  be  transmitted 
lo  this  department. 

In  the  remarks  which   you    may  have  occasion  lo 


Sir:  Tour  despatch    No!  35,  dated  on  the  3d,  was  \  make  on  the  deliver,    of  the  notice,  '!'«  '""^"^f  "f 
receiyed  the  21stiiist.  !  the  preamble  to  the   ■joinl  resoliUion  concernins  the. 


the 
vessels,  citizens,  and  subjects  of  the  two  powers, 
but  vv  ilhoul  prejudice  to  any  claim  which  cillicr  of 
Ihe  parlies  might  have  to  any  part  of  said  country; 
and  with  this  further  provision,  in  the  second  article 
of  the  said  convention  of  the  sixlh  of  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  seven,  that  either 
party  mig'it  abrogate  an!  annul  said  convention  on 
giving  due  notice  of  tivelve  months  to  Ihe  otlicrcon- 
iracling  p-riy. 

"And  whereas  it  has  now  heco:ne  desireabic  that 
Ihe  respective  claims  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  should  be  definitely  settled;  and  that  said  ter- 
ritory may,  no  longer  than  need  be,  remain  subject 
to  Ihe'evil  consequences  of  the  divided  allegiance  of 
its  American  and  British  population,  and  of  thecon- 
I'usion  and  conflict  of  nalional  jurisdictions,  danger- 
ous to  the  cherished  peace  and  good  understanding 
of  the  two  countries. 

'With  a  view,  tncrefore,  that  steps  be  taken  for 
the  abrogation  of  said  convention  of  Ihe  Ulh  of  An- 
gusi,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Iwenly-seven, 
in  the  mode  prescribed  in  its  second  article,  and  that 
-  the  aitenlion  of  the  governments  of  buth  countries 
may  be  the  more  earnestly  directed  lo  the  a.loplion 
of  all  proper  measures  for  a  speedy  and  a:niC3hle  ad- 
justment of  the  differences,  and  disputes  in  regard  to 
the  said  territory: 

"Resolved  bij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentalires 
of  the  United  Slates  of  .'Imerica,  in  congress  assembled, 
Tliat  Ihe  president  of  Ihe  Uiiiled  States  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  aulhorised,  at  his  discretion,  lo  give  lo  Iho 
g.,vernmeiit  of  Great  Briiaiii  the  notice  required  by 
the  second  article  of  the  caid  convention  ol  tlie  Gih 
of  August,  eignteen  hundred  smi  IweiUy-seven,  for 
the  abrogation  of  the  same." 
Approved,  April  27,  1846. 
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Now,  therefore,  after   a  careful   consideration  of  [  Briiiah  government     As  no   difRculty  or  delay  in  this 


the  premises,  I,  James  K.  Polk,  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  exercise  of  the  authority  and 
discretion  vested  in  me  by  the  said  "joint  resolution 
concerning  the  Oregon  territory,"  and  in  pursuance 
of  the  second  article  of  the  convention  of  the  Glh  of 
August,  1827,  therein  mentioned,  do  hereby,  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  give  notice  to  her  majesty 
the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  that  at  the  end  of  twelve  months  from 
and  after  tlie  delivery  of  these  presents  by  the  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  London  to  her  Britannic  majesty,  or 
her  majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
aflairs,  the  said  convention  shall  he  entirely  annulled 
and  abrogated. 

Jn  testimony  whereof,  I  have   caused    the  seal  of 

the    United    States    to  be  hereunto  affixed. — 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city   of   Wash- 
[l.  s  ]  ington,  this  twenty-eight  day  of  April,  A.  D. 

1846,  and   of  the   Independence  of  the   said 

states  the  seventieth. 

JAMES  K.  rOLK. 
By  the  President: 

James  Buchanan,  Secretary  of  State. 


MR.    EUCHANAtf    TO    MR.    H'lANE. 

[No.  33.]  Dquirtment  of  State, 

ff'ashington,  June  G,  1346. 

Sir:  1  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the 
project  of  a  convention  delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  Pa- 
kenhani  this  morning,  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
Oregon  question,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  proto- 
col of  tlie  proceeding.  This  being  the  regular  day 
for  the  meeting  of  the  cabinet,  the  subject  was 
brought  before  them  by  the  president.  The  result 
was  a  determination  on  his  part  to  submit  the  pro' 
ject  to  the  senate  for  their  previous  advice.  'This 
will  be  done  as  soon  as  the  proper  message  can  be 
prepared,  and  the  necessary  papers  copied. 
I  am,  &c., 

JAiMES  BUCHANAN. 

Louis  McLane,  Esq.,  &o. 


MR.    BUCHANAN    TO    MR.    M'LANE. 

[No.  34.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  13,  1S4G. 

Sir:  The  president  communicated  to  tlie  senate,  on 
the  lUth  instant,  a  confidential  message,  of  which  1 
transmit  you  a  copy,  asking  their  previous  advice  in 
regard  to  the  project  of  a  convention  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  Oregon  question,  delivered  to  me  by 
Mr.  Pakeiiham  on  the  tith  inst. 

On  yesterday  tne  senate  adopted  the  f  jllowin»-  re- 
solution: 

"Resolved,  (two-thirds  of  the  senators  present  con- 
curring,) That  the  president  of  the  United  Slats-s 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  advised  to  accept  the  proposal 
of  the  British  government  accompanying  his  mes- 
sage to  the  senate,  dated  lOlh  June,  1846,  lor  a  con- 
vention to  settle  boundaries,  &.S., between  the  United 
Stales  and  Great  Britain,  west  of  the  llocky  or 
Stony  Mountains." 

The  vole  of  the  senate  stood  37  to  12. 

1  have  learned  from  the  best  sources  that  the  sen- 
ate gave  this  advice  under  the  conviction  that,  by 
the  true  construction  of  the  second  article  of  the 
projel,  the  right  of  the  Hudson's  B;iy  Company  to 
navigate  the  Columbia  would  expire  with  the  ter- 
mination of  their  present  license  to  trade  with  the 
Indians,  &c.  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  on 
the  3Uih  May,  1359.  In  a  conversatinn  with  Mr. 
PaUcnham  to-day,  1  communicated  this  fact  to  him, 
and  requested  him  to  stale  it  in  his  despatch  to  Lord 
Aberdeen. 

The  treaty  will  be  signed  and  sent  to  the  senate  on 
Monday  next;  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  they 
will,  in  some  lorm  or  other,  place  upon  their  record 
their  underslanding  of  its  true  construction  m  this 
particular.     1  am,  !ii.a., 

JAMES  BUCH.INAN. 

Louis  McLane,  Esq.,  &.c.,  &c.,  &e. 


KK.    nUCHANAN    TO   MR.    M'L.I.NE. 

iNo.  sr,.]  DepuTuntnlof  Siale. 

Ifashington,  June'lJ.,  1S46. 
Sir:  Thcfciinlc  having  given  us  eoiisiHuiiunul  advice 
and  eonaenl  lo  Ilie  irouiy  concluded  on  nic  1  jili  iiisium 
between  the  Uiiiicd  .Siaics  and  Great  liiiMiu  lor  ihc  ad- 
justmcni  of  the  On  fjun  question,  the  pre.s,.Jent  has  run. 
lied  It  on  ihe  pan  ol  rhe  government  of  Ihc  Uiiiud 
Slates,  and  1  now  iransnm  lo  you  the  American  ratili- 
ca;ioii,  to  be  cKcliaiiMc-J  aoaniet  that  of  her  Britannic 
iiuijesiy.  Y ou  « III,  uccoiduiKly,  upon  the  icecii.i  of  tins 
ue«imich,  inlorin  her  majcsiy's  pnncipiil  se^jiclaivul 
stale  fir  lorti:iii  alhiira  Ihui  iho  iieuiy  Inn  been  lunViLd 
on  our  part,  and  that  you  arc,  as  juu  will  nctccnc  by 
the  sj/eeial  power  which  is  herc-«iihciiclosrd,  auih.Jiiz,  d 
to  c.\ihiinge  the  ralilicaliona  with  eueh  person  as  ■■■■■" 
be  duly  (.iiij.owertd  lor  ihul   purji 


exchange  is  anticipated.  General  Arm.slrong,  who  car 
ries  oui  the  treaty,  has  been  instructed  lo  Wail  for,  and 
take  the  charge  of,  the  Enffliah  ratificaiion,  if,  in  your 
opinion,  there  is  a  prospect  of  its  being  obtai'ied  in  time 
to  be  forwarded  by  the  steamer  of  the  19th  of  July.— 
should  the  exchange  copy  not  be  received  until  after 
that  dale,  you  v/ill  either  avail  yourself  of  some  safe 
private  conveyance  to  forward  it  lo  this  country,  or  to 
send  it  to  General  Armsirong,  Liverpool,  for  transmis- 
sion. 

I  am,  sir.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.AMES  BUCHANAN. 

Locis  McLane,  Esq.,  &c.,&c.,  &c. 

LORD    ABERDEEN  TO  MR-    m'lanE. 

Foreign  Office,  May  22,  1S46. 
The  undersigned,  her  majesty's  principal  secretary  of 
Slate  for  foreign  affairs,  has  hail  Ihe  honor  to  receive 
the  note  of  Mr.  McLane,  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Sia'es  of  America, 
dated  ihe  20ih  and  dilivered  on  the  21st  insiant,  enelos 
ing  a  document,  dated  the  2Sth  day  of  April,  signed  by 
by  the  president  of  the  Uniied  Slates  of  America,  and 
coiiniersigncd  by  the  secretary  of  state,  in  which,  after 
reciting  a  joint  resolution  cnncernina  the  Oregon  territo- 
ry which  has  been  adopted  by  the  congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  the  president  in  conformity  wiili  the  terms  of 
that  resolution,  gives  to  her  Britannic  majesty's  govern- 
ment the    notice    required   by  the  second  article  of  the 


at  any  other  time  on  this  floor  during  this  session, 
had  the  question  been  mooted  or  the  power  denied; 
yel  I  am  sure  that  1  should  be  doing  that  honorable 
gentleman  great  injustice,  and  the  other  friends  of 
the  bill  equal  injuslice,  if  I  should  assun.e  that  this 
declaration  wa  intended  to  be  understood  as  a  con- 
cession, on  his  or  their  part,  that  such  a  power  did 
exist.  But,  however  thai  may  be,  both  the  presi- 
dent and  the  secretary  ofthe  treasury, in  the  discharge 
of  their  respective  duties  to  the  nation,  have  re- 
commended lo  us  a  bill  even  more  objectionable 
than  the  present,  on  the  very  ground,  amongst  others, 
that  there  is  not,  in  the  constitution,  any  authority, 
expressed  or  implied,  under  which  the  industry  of 
the  country  can  be  protected,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
either  directly,  by  Ihe  taxing  power,  or  by  any  other 
power  to  be  exerted  by  means  of  the  taxing  power. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  it  does  appear  to  me  passing 
strange  that,  at  this  period  of  our  national  existence, 
in  the  year  1846,  filli^seven  years  since  the  consti- 
tution was  adopted,  it  should  be  ofScially  declared 
by  two  such  high  officers  of  this  government  that  it 
possesses  no  authority  to  protect  our  own  labor — the 
industry  of  our  own  citizens — against  restrictions 
imposed  by  foreign  legislation,  and  imposed  to  injure 
it;  that  we  have  no  power  lo  defend  our  own  indus- 
try against  the  countervailing  duties  of  other  nations, 


conveniion  ofthe  6;h   of  August,  1S27,  between  Great  j  no"  matter  how   destructive  "ihey   are  found  in  their 
Britain  and  the  United  Slates,  for  the  abrogation  of  the  i  practical   results,  nor  how  clear  it  may  be  Ihat  they 

Ihe  undersigned  acknowledges,  accordingly,  on   the 


part  of  her  majesty's  government,  the  receiprof  the  said 
notice;  and  declares  that,  m  conformity  with  its  tenor, 
her  majesty's  government  will  consider  the  convention 
of  Ihe  6ih  of  August,  1827,  abrogated  accordingly  from 
the  2isiday  of  May,  1S47.  ' 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  Mo- 
Lane  the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

ABERDEEN. 

Loms  McLane,  E-q.,  &c  ,  &c.,  &.c. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  R.  JOHNSON,  OF  MD., 
ON  THE  TARIFF. 


DELIVERED  IN  THE  SENATE  U.  STATES,  JULY  18,  lS4u. 

Mr.  President:  But  for  the  very  important  cha- 
racter of  the  measure  now  submitted  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  senate,  1  should  not  venture  lo  partici- 
pate in  the  debate.  If  the  subject  was  of  ordinary 
character  and  interest,  embracing  but  few  topics 
and  admitting  hut  few  illustrations,  I  should  have 
been  restrained,  as  well  by  respect  for  myself  as  for 
the  senate,  from  taxing  its  time  and  patience  further; 
for  all  must  be  conscious  who  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  the  honorable  senators  from  Maine  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Evans  and  Mr-  Davis,)  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  that,  as  far  as  the  particular  questions 
they  have  spoken  lo  are  concerned,  the  whole  mat- 
ter has  been  exhausted.  Bringing  to  the  discussion 
great  accuracy  and  fullness  ul  knowledge,  and  ap 
plying  it  with  the  most  consummate  ability,  who- 
ever undertakes  to  follow  them  may  well  despair 
enforcing  any  thing  Ihey  have  said. 

It  IS  my  purpose,  therefore,  to  avoid  altogether,  as 
far  as  1  may  be  able,  the  ground  thus  ably  occupied. 
In  what  I  am  about  to  oiler  i  projiose  lo  do  by  consi- 
dering under  three  distinct  heads  the  eliecis  of  the 
bill  now  before  us. 

1.  I  shall,  111  the  first  place,  Inquire  into  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill. 

2.  1  shall  proceed  lo  show,  in  a  way  which  has 
not  yet  been  attempted,  the  practical  ed'ect  of  the 
bill  on  Ihe  domestic  industry  and  on  the  laborers  of 
the  country. 

3.  And  J  shall,  in  the  third  and  last  place,  bring 
forward  some  facts  not  as  yet  presented,  lo  show  that, 
assuming  as  correct  the  estimates  submitted  lo  us 
alditleient  times  by  the  seciclaiy  of  the  treasury, 
from  the  beginning  down  lo  that  which  he  sent  ua 
yesterday,  or  adopting  those  which  the  chairman  of 
Ihe  committee  ol  liuaiice  laid  before  the  senate,  or 
those  wliii-h  1  understand  have  been  submitted  by 
the  chairman  of  the  correapundiiig  commit'ee  in  Ihe 
other  house,  the  bill  will  not  produce  an  amount  of 
revenue  sullicieiit  lo  meet  the   wants  of  the  counlry. 

In  the  hr.^l  jdace,  then,  1  propose  lo  inquire  into 
Ihe  fundamental  principle  of  the  bill.  1  understand 
it  lo  be  founded  on  the  upinioinnaintained  and  laid 
before  congress  and  the  country  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  his  annual  n^cssage  at  the  oom- 
mciicenicnl  of  the  pieiciit  session,  and  by  the  se«. 
relaiy  of  the  treasury,  in  his  annual  report — that 
congress  possesses  no  constilutional  power  to  pro- 
tect   the     '  -      ■    ■  


were  levied  for  that  very  end. 

Mr.  President,  if  this  opinion  be  well  founded, 
then  there  is  no  such  protective  power  any  where 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates;  for,  if  it  be 
not  in  the  general  government,  we  are  entirely  willi- 
oul  it.  So  far  as  my  reading  and  my  knowledge  ex- 
tends, the  value  of  any  nations  industry  can  be  pro- 
tected against  the  rival  industry  of  other  nations  oii/i; 
by  the  exercise  of  this  very  taxing  power;  and  the 
result  is,  that,  notwithstanding  the  power  which  has 
beeeii  exerted  and  is  now  exerted  by  all  the  other 
governments  of  the  world  for  the  encouragement 
and  protection  of  their  own  commerce  and  of  every 
variety  of  their  own  industry,  and  however  effective 
and  advantageous  such  protection  may  have  proved, 
we,  the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  are  in  posses- 
sion of  no  such  power,  either  in  our  general  govern- 
ment or  in  our  respective  stale  governments.  That 
is  the  clear  and  undeniable  conclusion;  and  if  it  be 
so,  then  it  is  equally  clear  that  we  are  mdcpendent 
but  in  name;  if  it  be  so,  Ihen  we  are  in  a  state  of 
colonial  vassalage,  laboring  under  all  the  evils 
of  thal-coiiililion,  but  with  out  any  of  its  coun- 
tervailing benefits,  if  there  be  any;  if  it  be  so,  then  1 
aver  that  we  are  still  colonies,  and  colonies  of  Eng- 
land, witlioul  enjoying  the  advantages  of  such  assis- 
tance as  a  mother  government  miglit,  in  her  generosi- 
ty or  by  her  interest,  be  disposed  to  confer  upon  us. 
But  is  it  so,  Air.  President?  Are  we  without  a  go- 
vernment, so  far  as  relates  to  that  roi  si  impoi  tant  of 
ail  other  powers — Ihe  power  of  protecting  ourselves 
against  the  legislation  and  the  rival  labor  of  other 
nations  ol  Ihe  world?  .\  glance  (and  it  shall  be  but 
a  glance)  at  the  condition  of  things  subsequent  to  the 
Declaration  of  Independem  e  and  prior  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  piesent  constitution,  and  for  sometime 
immediately  succeeding  it,  will  bring  us  to  a  correct 
result. 

So  long  as  we  were  colonies,  our  industry  could 
he  most  tfleclually  protected,  cither  by  the  povierof 
the  British  parliament  to  enact  countervailing  laws 
for  the  benefit  of  their  colonies,  or  by  enacting  laws 
authorizing  the  colonial  governments  to  pas>  such 
countervailing  laws.  This  power  was  exercised  from 
time  to  time,and  advantageously.  But  we  passed  from 
the  colonial  state;  we  declared  ourselves  independ- 
ent; we  achiei  ed  our  independence  in  many  a  well 
fought  baltle  field,  and  a  seven  years'  war  ended  in 
the  recognition  by  the  mother  counlry  of  these  Unit- 
ed States  as  a  free  and  independent  nation.  The  war 
of  arms  was  thus  caused-to  teniunate.  In  that  war 
of  arms  we  came  otf  victorious,  and  in  the  j.y  of 
our  hearts  and  in  the  glow  olourpatriotism,  thought 
that  we  had  conquered  for  ourselves  independence 
in  tact  as  well  as  in  name.  But  what  at  once  suc- 
ceeded? Great  Biiiain,  who  had  failed  to  subdue  us 
by  lorce,  commenced  upon  us  a  war  of  commercial 
regulations— regulations  which  were  intended  to  se- 
cuie  to  her  own  subjects  adiantages  over  and  lo  the 
injury  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  all  the 
various  puisuils  ol  human  industry.  What  was  the 
ellecl?  Our  irade  languished;  our  public  and  indivi- 
dual credit  rapidly  declined;  our  national  and  indivi- 
dual debts  largely   increased,  and   we  found,  lo  our 


tecl   the   domestic   industiy   ofthe    United    Stales,    amazement  and   dismay,  , hat,  so   far  from  enjoying 
either  directly,  by  th.   taxing  power,  or  by  any  other    the  happiness,  the  plenty,  and  the  wealth  which    wf 


ougli  tl 
'try  true,  M 
jl  the   comii 


xercise  of  the  taxing  power.—  (had  promised ourse'lvea  mthe  peacefurenip'loyment'o"f 
Ireoident,  that  the  present  chair-  I  our  own  labor,  under  the  • 

latioii 


-  Iree  and 

.  independent  government  of  our  own  choice  we  were 
^t;«^,""i^»"';i'™'"  «outh  Carolina,  (Mr.  JUc-    worse  oti;iu  these  particularMhan  we  had' been  be- 
be  part  ol  the  I  D,aiu,J  auid  yaciday  that  iicilherin  liiis  debate, nor |  fore  our  independence  was  accoiiipliihed, 


From  I 
fe 

,y  insufferaole.  How  was  lliis  atlompteJ  to  be 
reeled?  The  slates  of  the  confederacy,  in  llie  exer- 
ise  of  their  sovereignty,  first,  eatli  slate  for  ilsell, 
inJ  secondly,  by  the  coinhinalion  of  several  states, 
attempted,  by  a  system  of  countervailing  imposts 
and  other  commercial  regnlations,  to  redeem  the  di- 
lapidated condition  of  the  industry  of  the  coun'ry, 
to  revive  its  credit,  and  to  restore  its  general  pros- 
perity. Virginia  thus  interfered;  Maryland  thus  in- 
Icrfered;  Delaware  thus  interfei  ed;  other  states  thus 
interfered.  But  what  wasstill  the  practical  rosulir , 
Ea 
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From  the  date  of  the  treatv  of  peace  down  to  the  |  and  lands  depreciating  in  value;  trade  and  manufac-  iby  determining,  from  a  sincere  conviction  that  such 

ir  1789   the  slate  of  the  country  becar.e  absolute- ;  tuiers  languishing  and  expiring.     This  being  a  feint  |  a  course  would   be  bcsl   for  the  manufacturing  inte- 

'  --  ...  I  fkeich  of  the  gloomy  picture  this  country  cxiiibits,  ;  rest,  while  at  the  same  tunc  11  would  avoid  the  awful 

It  ;s  to  the  supreme  lesgislature  of  the  United  Stales,  i  calamities  of  civil  war;  tli,il  the  pructical  e.\erciso 
as  the  guardians  of  the  whole  empire,  that  evei^  ;  of  the  power  should  not  in  the  the  n  condition  of  tho 
eye  is  now  directed;  from  Iheir  united  wisdom,  their  i  country,  bo  carj-icd  bi'youd  a  defined  limit, 
patriotism,  their  ardent  love  of  llieir  country,  your  1  The  voice  of  pacification  was  heard  from  these 
petitioners  expect  to  derive  that  aid  and  assistance, !  walls;  the  warlike  sounds  which  ihrealeued  Ihoshed- 
which  alone  can  dissipate  their  just  apprehensions,  '  ding  of  fraternal  blood  were  hushed.  Tlie  north 
and  animate  them  with  hopes  of  success  in  future,  '  breathed  freer,  tho  men  of  the  middle  slates  ceased 
by  imposing  on  all  foreign  articles  which  can  be  '  to  he  dismayed,  and  the  men  of  the  south  rejoiced, 
be  made  in  America,  sucli  duties  as  will  give  a  just  and  all  had  ciuse  to  rejoice.  For~it  is  my  sincere 
nd  decided  preference  lo  their   labors,  and  thereby    belief,  that  if  this  co'npromise    law  had  not  passed. 


nterfered.     But   what  wasstill  the  practical  resuur  i  ano  aeciueu  preiereute  lo  ineu    lauu.s,  aim  uieiouj  .  ^i,.  >,.,  ...a.    .  .,  ..>   ^^  .., ....-    .„....„,....,.,-.,.,._, 

■  ach  of  these  slates  having  authority  only  over  its  I  discountenancing  that  trade  which  tends  so  materi- 1  and  South  Carolina  had  not  been  satis.ied,  and  it  wo 
wn  ports,  could  not  prevent  free  importation  of  I  ally  lo  injure  lliem,  and  impoverish  their  country; '  had  atlempted  by  force  to  execute  upon  her  the  laws 
oods  into  the  ports  of  the  other  states;  and  goods  and  which  may,  also,  in  their  conser|uence,  contri.  of  the  Union,  as  would  have  been  done,  the  end  of 
thus  imported  duty  free  would,  in  spite  of  every  at-  bute  to  the  ;i!ischarge  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  i  this  government  and  of  our  happy  confederacy  would 
tempt  lo  prevent  It,  find  their  way  into  the  consump-i  due  support  of  government.  ,  have  been.  _  ,„„,.„„i 

tion  of  those  states  where  these  same  goods  had  to  Your  petitioners  lake  the  liberty  to  annex  a  list  of  And  now  let  lis  inquire  wha  was  the  practical 
Bav  duty.  Thus  the  attempt  towhich  poitions  of  such  articles  as  are,  or  can  be  manufactured  in  this  operation  of  that  far  famed  and  patriotic  compro- 
thecountrv,  under  distress  and  emergency,  had  vain-    place,  on    moderate    terms;   and    they  humbly  trust    mlse  ac'?     It  resul'ed  precisely  as  had  been   predict- 

- Ihat  you  will  fully  consider  their  request,  and  grant    ed,  by  some  111  this  unvarying  (act,   thai  just  in  pro- 

them,  in  common  with  the  other  mechanics  and  portion  as  the  rate  of  duties  descended  in  llio  scale, 
manufacturersof  the  United  States,  that  relief  which,  did  the  general  pro.ipcrily  of  the  country  fall  and 
in  your  wisdom,  may  appear  proper."  j  sink  with  them;  and  when  Ihese   duties  had  reached 

I  will  not  lead   the  others,  but  they  all  hold  sub- ,  their  lowest   point,  every  man   acquainted   with  the 
slanlially  the  same   language.     The   mcmori;il  iVom 
Charlcstown  was  directed   more  particularly  to  the 
subjectof  encouraging  and  protecting  ship-buildin 


ly  resorted,  utterly  failed,  and  it  failed  not  because 
the  moans  which  they  employed  were  not  in  their 
own  nature  sufficient,  and  would  not,  if  universally 
employed,  have  effected  all  that  was  hoped  for  and 
all  that  was  needed,  but  precisely  for  the  want  of 
power  lo  make  their  operation  universal. 

I  speak,  sir,  but  the  truth  of  history  when  I  say 
that  il  was  this  very  difficulty,  this  very  inibecilily  to 
which  I  have  jusl  referred,  that  brought  the  federal 
constitution  into  existence.  The  new  federal  go- 
vernment, among  other  great  and  wholesome  powers 
conferred  upon  il,  was  endowed  with  Ihe  power  lo 
regulate  commerce  and  to  lay  duliis  and  hn;iosts;  and  at 
once,  and  by  the  exercise  of  these  two  important 
prerogatives,  it  was  enabled  lo  accomplish  that 
which  the  power  of  the  stales  had  been  inadequate 
lo  effect.  The  conslitulion  so  came  into  being,  and, 
at  Ihe  time  of  ils  birih,  the  entire  south,  the  middle 
states,  and  Ihe  northern  stales,  all  held  the  same 
opinion,  not  only  as  to  the  existence  of  the  power  in 
congress  to  encourage  and  protect  by  taxation  Ame- 
rican labor  and  American  industry,  but  as  to  the 
absolute  necessity  for  its  exercise. 

In  proof  of  this  unanimity  of  senljmeiit,  suffer  me, 
Mr.  President,  to  read  one  of  live  mSSio'riala  present, 
ed  to   the   first  congress   of  the  United  Stales  fr 


history  of  that  day,  must  admit  that  a  scene  of  uni- 
versal distress  in  the  south,  as  well  as  at  the  north, 
in  the  west,  as    well   as  at   the  cast,  overspread  tho 

all    the   manufacturing   industry    employed  fn  j  entire  country,  to  an  extent  never  before  seen. 

ship-building.  These  it  prayed  should  be  encour-  And  what  were  we  lo  do?  what  did  the  patriotic 
aged  by  the  action  of  the  general  government.  Ac-  statesmen  of  that  day  resolve  to  do?  The  credit  of 
curdingly  by  one  of  the  first  acts  of  congress,  manu-  i  the  government  was  gone;  ils  accrediJed  agents  who 
faclures  are  mentioned  in  associalion  with  other  j  went  to  Ensland  to  borrow  money  were,  in  London, 
things,  as  objects  which  it  was  intended  to  protect  and  to  tlie  disgrace  of  the  United  Stales,  almost  dri- 
by  the  passage  of  that  act;  this  appears  in  the  very  |  ven  from  'change;  we  could  not  have  borrowed  at 
preamble  of  the  law  itself.  It  is  in  these  words:  I  the  rate  of  sixty  in  a  hundred;  and  while  the  public 
"Whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  supporlof  govern- 1  credit  was  thus  poslrate,  our  individual  credit  failed 
ment, /or  the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  U.  Stales,  [even  in  a  greater  proportion.  Establishments  which 
AXD  THE  ENCouR.iGEMENT  ANO  pROTECTio.v  OF  »\^v-  \  bad  cost  millions,  wliich  had  added  tens  of  millions 
FACTLREs,  that  dulies  be  laid  on  goods,  wares,  and  ,  to  the  public  wealth,  which  had  employed  hundreds 
merchandise  imported."  '  of  thousands  of  industrious  hands,  spread  domestic 

No  man  then  doubted  either  Ihe  power,  or  the  ex- '  comfort  and  private  happiness  all  around  them,  were 
pediency,  or  the  absolute  necessity  of  exercising  it.  i  sacrificed  under  tho  hammer,not  only  to  the  utter  rum 
The  effect  proved,  and  at  once,  the  wisdom  and  the  of  their  proprietors.hnl  ainijsl  to  Ihc  starvation  of  the 
patriotism  of  the  men  of  that  day.  The  resources  ,  operatives  to  whom  they  had  given  bread.  It  was  un- 
of  the  country  were  developed,  public  and  individu-  !  der  this  condition   of  things  that  the  act  '42,  which 


were  fully  competent  lo  furnish.  j  pr^ 

To  check  this  growing  evil,  applications  were 
made  by  petitions  lo  some  of  the  state  legislatures; 
these  guardians  of  the  people,  in  several  of  the  slates, 
interposed  their  authority;  laws  were  by  them  enacl- 
ed,  with  the  view  of  subduing,  or  at  least  diminish- 
ing the  rage  for  foreign,  and  encouraging  domestic 
manufactures;  but  the  event  had  clearly  demonstrat- 
ed to  all  ranks  of  men,  that  no  effectual  provision 
could  reasonably  be  expected,  until  one  uniform  ef- 
ficient government  should  pervade  this  wide  extend-- 
ed  country.  .     ,      .         , 

Tiio  happy  period  having  now  arrived,  when  Ihe 
United  Stales  are  placed  in  a  new  situation,  when 
the  adoption  of  the  general  government  giv-s  one 
sovereign  legislature  ihe  sole  and  exclusive  power 
of  laying  duties  upon  imports;  your  petitioners  re- 
joice at  the  prospect  ibis  affords  lliem,  that  America, 
freed  from  the  commercial  shackles  which  have  so 
lon=- bound  her,  will  see  and  pursue  her  true  interest, 
■  becoming  independent  in  fae.1  as  well  as  in  name; 
and  ihey  confidently  hope,  that  the  encouragement 
and  protection  of  American  manufactures  will  claim 
the  earliest  alteDtion  of  the  sui.reme  legislature  ol 
tne  nation;  as  it  is  an  univessally  acknowledged  li  nth, 


pule  or  question,  from  1789  down  lo  182:1 
little  doubt  was  llien,  and  for  the  firsl  time,  intimat- 
ed in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  (at  that  period  ex- 
tensively, and  almost  exclusively,  engaged  in  com- 
merce,) as  lo  the  power.  But  there  was  not  so  much 
as  a  whisper  of  any  such  opinion  from  the  south, 
where  unlortunately  as  I  sincerely  believe,  for  them- 
selves, as  well  as  the  whiilc  country,  such  protec- 
tion is  now  held  by  a  portion  of  the  people  to  be  not 
merely  unconslilutional,  but  positively  unjust  and 
tyrannical.  I  do  not  deny  that  this  change  m  the 
opinion  of  the  south  is  the  result  of  honest  convic- 
tion, but  still  the  tacts  remain  that  il  is  a  change,  a 
very  great  change,  an  utter  and  radical  change,  of 
opinions  long  and  patriotically  maintained,  and  long 
and  beneficially  carried  out. 

I  shall  not  go  into  a  history  of  the  troubles  which 
have  grown  out  of  tliis  dilttrence  of  opinion,  from 
the  time  it  first  manifested  iiself  in  the  south,  down 


individual  and  public  credit  occupying  a  higher  po. 
sition?  Let  any  man  point  me  to  a  brighter  period 
ill  our  hiilory. 

And,  Mr.  President,  is  not  the  nation  taken  by  sur- 
prise, when  it  finds  thai  you  are  in  earnest  in  an  at- 
tempt lo  repeal  this  law?  I  know  that  it  is  easy  for 
gentlemen  in  the  South  to  say  that  they  would  have 
been  surprised  if  such  a  bill  had  not  been  recom- 
mended, hut  if  they  vviU  be  as  candid  as  their  nature 
prompts  them  to  be  in  all  olher  things  must  lliey  not, 
one  and  all,  admit  that  the  supporters  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  in  other  portions  of  the  country 
have  been  equally  surprised  that  such  a  bill  as  this 
has  found  its  way  into  these  halls  under  his  recom- 
mendation? Must  they  not,  as  honest  men,  admit, 
one  and  all,  that  if  Mr.  Polk,  when  a  candiJate  for 
the  presidency,  Willi  the  Irankness  and  manly  indc- 
pcndairce  which  became  him,  had  declared,  in  ad- 
vance, that  such  a  bill  as  this  should,  if  he  sutceed- 


ilhin  their  limits  re-'  One  day  it  has  been  encouraged,  the  nest  day  il  has 
sources  amply  sulficieiit  to  enable  them  lo  become 
great  manulactu.  ing  country,  and  only  want  the  p: 


that  the  United  States  conla  _  _ 

been  stricken  do.-.  II.  Al  length  our  domestic  hori- 
zon was  darkened  hy  these  lowering  clouds  which 
arose  previous  to  the  compromise  act,  and  threaten 


10  the  time    when  il   proved   so  fruitful  a  source  of  j  ed,  be  passed  under  his^  sanctbn,  and  his  infiuence, 
controversy,  discontent,  public  agitation  and  alarm. 
Its  effect  has  been  to  disturb  all  the  elements  of  our 
national  industry.     Congress   has  protected  that  in- 
dustry one  day;  and  refused  to  protect  it  the  next.- 


Tronage   and   support   of  a    wi-e  energetic  govern- 
ment. 

Your  petitioners  conceive  it  unnecessary  to  mul- 
tiply arguments  to  so  enlightened  a  budy  as  the  one 
they  have  now  the  honor  of  addressing,  to  convince 
them  of  the  propriety  and  importance  of  attending 
to  measures  so  obviously  necessary,  and,  mdeed,  in- 
dispensable; as  every  member  must  have  observed 
and  lamented  the  present  melancholly  state  of  this 
country,  the  number  of  her  poor  increasing  for  want 
of  employment;  foreign  debts  accumulating;  houses 


ed  us  with  the  horrors  of  civil  war.  .\  distinguished 
senator  from  Kentucky,  (.Mr.  Clay,)  contrary  lo  the 
judgment  of  many,  but  as  the  country  admitted, 
Ironi  the  purest  patriotism,  recommended  the  pas- 
sage of  that  celebrated  law,  and  succeeded  in  car- 
rying it  through  both  houses.  It  was  then,  and  has 
ever  since  been  dcnominaled  Ihe  compromise  act — 
but  of  what  was  it  a  compromise?  not  of  the  protec- 
tive principle,  not  by  surrendering  that  principle,  or 
admitting  that  ihe  po»  er  to  protect  did  not  exist,  but 


that  he  never  would  have  been  president  of  Ihe 
United  Slater?  The  senator  from  Massachusetts  took 
occasion  to  say  this  morning  ihat,  when  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, during  Ihe  lasl  presidential  canvass,  he  saw- 
means  resorted  lo  (whether  ignorantly  or  designedly) 
to  mislead  the  honest  and  confiding  democracy  of 
Pennsylvania.  I  will  here  add  my  testimony  lo  the 
same  edect.  1  have  been  myself  witness  once,  if 
not  oftencr,  to  the  same  disgraceful  exhibition.  On 
my  way  to  address  a  mass  meeting  al  Lancaster,  m 
that  state,  1  .-(topped  at  the  town  of  Columbia,  and 
Weill  inlo  what  1  was  told  w-js  a  democratic  tavern. 
On -the  wall  of  the  bar-rooin  I  saw  a  handbill,  on 
which  was  printed  in  large  capitals,  "The  tarilf  act 
of  '4'J  to  be  preserved  only  by  electing  James  K. 
Polk."  1  wanted  lo  get  possession  of  one  of  the  bills, 
to  make  use  of  it  where  I  was  going,  and  1  purchas- 
ed one. 
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[Mr.  Haywood.     Whal  (lid  you  gife  for  it.'] 
Mr.  Jolmson.     I  Ihink  I  gnve  a  quarter  of  a  JoIIar, 
(a  laugh,)  but  it  vvas  worth  more   than  that  to  Mr. 
Polk.     It  and  tricks  like  it  served  to  make  him  what 
he  is — the  president. 

[Mr.  Dallas.  I  never  saw  the  handbill.] 
Mr.  Johnson.  If  you  never  saw  that  one,  sir,  you 
must  have  seen  several  like  it  during  the  canvass. — 
This  handbill  proclaimed  to  those  whom  some  of  our 
friends  on  the  other  side  nf  the  chamber  are  fond  of 
speaking  of  as  "the  hard-fisted  democracy  of  the 
country,"  that  there  would  be  a  meeting  at  Columbia 
a  few  days  afterwards,  and  urging  them  to  come  out 
in  their  strength  to  hear  the  best  men  of  tlie  democ- 
racy explain  the  democratic  tariff  of  '49 — to  hear 
the  tariff  vindicated  from  the  mouths  of  men  on 
whose  integrity  they  could  rely — men  who  ^vere  in- 
capable of  deception.  Among  those  "best  men" 
was,  if  I  remember  right,  the  present  secretary  of 
state.  He  was  one  of  those  who  was  to  demonstrate 
to  the  confidme  democracy  of  Pennsylvania  that  the 
taritr  of  '49  was  a  democratic  measure;  that  the 
whigs  had  attempted  to  defeat  it,  but  coulJ  not,  and 
called  upon  them  to  elect  James  K.  Polk,  that  they 
might  ensure  the  continuance  of  the  tariff  of  '42, 
"witliout  the  alteration  of  a  letter." 

Now,  I  do  not  say  that  any  honest  man  was  en- 
gaged in  such  deception,  and  1  have  only  mentioned 
these  facts  to  show  that  the  people  were  deceived — 
grossly,  shamelessly,  degradedly  deceived — and  I 
hazard  the  assertion  that  no  delegate  from  Pennsyl- 
vania will  deny  that  if,  with  the  candor  and  manli- 
ness which  became  him,  Mr.  Polk  had  written  to 
Pennsylvania,  avowing  that,  should  he  become  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales,  the  tariff  of  '42  should 
not  be  suffered  to  stand  a  single  session  of  congress, 
he  would,  to  this  hour,  have  remained  James  K. 
Polk.  Well  may  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  say,  in 
their  memorials,  tliat  they  are  astonished — that  they 
have  been  betrayed  and  shamefully  defrauded;  and 
well  may  they  saj  that  their  only  ray  of  hope  is 
found  here,  in  the  senate  of  tlie  United  States;  and 


It  was  known,  says  the  organ,  to  every  man  of 
sense  that  Mr.  Polk  was  no  protective  man,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  he  was  a  free  trade  man.  Phis  is 
stultifying,  at  one  blow,  all  Democratic  Pennsylva- 
nia. That  is  all  they  get  for  working  night  and  day 
in  the  good  old  democratic  cause.  And  when  her 
senator  comes  here  and  presents  the  memorial  of 
hundreds  on  hundreds  of  his  democratic  constitu- 
ent";, complainingof  broken  faith  snd  violated  pledges, 
all  he  gets  in  reply  is  to  be  told,  almost  in  words  ,  upon 
the  president's  authority,  that  he  and  they  were  fools. 
But  to  proceed.  1  carried  that  purchase  of  mine  to 
a  mised  meeting  elsewhere,  and  1  thought  if  I  pro- 
duced it  there  it  would  be  a  taking  thing.  Accord- 
ingly, I  spread  it  out  upon  the  hustings,  and  told  the 
people  that  I  got  it  in  Pennsylvania;  but'l  found  it  to 
be  of  no  use  at  all.  It  made  no  impression — and 
why.'  The  democracy  were  induced  to  believe  that 
"it  was  a  whig  trick;"  "that  it  had  been  gotten  up 
to  deceive  the  democrats!" 

And  now  what  is  the  condition  we  are  in.'  I  would 
not  speak  words  of  provocation — I  do  not  speak  in 
any  offensive  sense,  but  only  as  the  senatorfrom  Mis- 
sissippi (Mr.  Speight)  said  a  few  days  since,  in  "a  le- 
gal sense."     [A  laugh.] 

If  this  tariff  bill  shall  be  passed  how  will  it  be 
done?  The  bill  came  to  us  last  Monday  week.  A 
proposition  was  introduced  to  pursue  the  usual  course 
in  this  chamber  by  referring  the  bill,  but  that  motion 
was  voted  down.  First,  because  the  finance  com- 
mittee vvas  not  full.  (Though  it  could  have  been 
made  full  in  five  minutes.)  And  second,  because  the 
committee  would  not  have  sufficient  time  to  examine 
it,  meaning,  of  course,  that  the  senate  would.  What 
else.'  A  week  elapses,  tlie  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  finance  at  length  appears  and  debates  the  bill 
with  his  usual  ability  and  courtesy.  And  what  was 
the  ground  he  assumed;  simply  this,  to  show  that  it 
would  raise  sufficient  money,  and  that  the  adoption 
of  the  ad  valorem  principle  would  prevent  frauds',  and 
would  put  an  end  to  the  injustice  perpetrated  under 
the    former  system;  or  to  use  his  words,  would  "get 


with  no   less   truth   may   they   add,  that  that  ray  of   clear  of  the  unjust,  unrighteous,  and  villainous  prin- 

hope  proceeds  from  the  wliig  members  of  this  body,      .     -     .  _     _     _    _ 

and  almost  from  them  alone.  In  the  entire  history 
of  our  party  struggles— in  all  ttie  agitations  of  the 
political  elements — in  all  our  conflicts  for  power,  du- 
ring every  former  period  of  the  government — never 
has  there  existed  such  absolute,  open,  and  vile  de- 
ceptidn  as  has  been  practised  by  the  democratic  lead- 
ers and  politicians  on  confiding  Pennsylvania. 

I  hear,  or  at  least  I  see  it  said  in  some  whig  pa- 
pers, that  whigs  have  no  sympathy  for  her.  That, 
sir,  is  not  my  case.  1  have  sympathy,  deep  sympa 
thy  for  her.     The  people  of  Pennsylvania  are  an  ho 


nest  upright  people,  simple-iiearted  and  confiding, 
and  they  have  been  betifiyed.  They  trusted,  and 
they  have  been  deceived.  They  were  prosperous 
and  happy,  and  they  are  to  be  impoverished.  And  all 
for  whair — for  what?  Why,  to  carry  out  "the  reve- 
nue standard"  of  duties!  All  beciuse  you  have  be- 
come suddenly  enamored  of  the  principles  of  free 
trade.  All  promises  made  to  Pennsylvania,  whether 
express  or  implied,  are  to  be  broken,  scattered  to 
the  wind.  Those  promises  were  to  be  found  in  eve- 
ry hamlet  and  log-cabin  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the  shape 
of  a  letter  written  by  the  democratic  candidate,  if  not 
written  to  deceive,  at  least  deceiving.  That  letter, 
with  all  its  Soft  and  specious  language,  is  now  to  be 
kept  in  the  back  ground;  and  when  those  who  read 
and  fondly  believed  it,  now  come  here  exercising 
their  sacred  privilege  as  freemen,  and  lay  their  com° 
plaints  before  the  senate,  that  the  protective  system 
is  about  to  be  destroyed,  and  their  daily  bread  taken 
from  them,  they  are  contemptuously  told,  in  the 
columns  ol  the  government  organ,  that  they  could 
not  have  been  deceived;  that  no  man  of  common 
SENSE  ever  supposed  that,  if  Mr.  Polk  proved  suc- 
cesslul  in  the  contest,  ho  would  not  adopt  the  princi- 
ples of  free  trade  as  the  leading  principles  of  his  ad- 
luinistration. 

Hear  what  is  said  in  the  organ  of  the  ITlli  inst.— 
Commenting  upon  souie  remarks  of  the  seiiutur  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  the  day  before,  it  says: 

"Mr.  Webster  tells  us  that  the  present  adminis- 
tration are  the  most  accomplished  'panic, makers'  in 
the  country.  Strange  assertion,  in.leed,  and  it  has 
no  other  foundation  than  this,  that  the  administration 
and  Its  real  friends,  and  the  real  friends  of  the  coun- 
try, are  carrying  out  a  reform  which  has  lung  been 
demanded  by  a  suffering  people,  u-lUcU  Mr.  Volk  has 
pmnistii,  ami  which  was  known  to  eecnj  man  or  sense 
IN  THE  co.mmi;nitv  xconld  be  cm-neU  out  hy  the  demo- 
cratic party  tiK  moment  Ihnj  came  into  puioer." 

,„  'L'"",''',  '","„'''■'"  '"  ""=  i^'V.n-^i'^  o(  this  editor, 
unless  ,t  had  the  s  amp  of  ul  least  a  quasi  president 
tiul  au  homy;  (and  I  Hunk  my  friend  Irou.  New  York 
over  the  way  Mr.  Dickin.un)  will  ugree  with  me 
ha    this  paper  IS  atle-ast",i,;„„,.i,„,wi,.,/oc,(„„.-„i."_ 


ciple  which  marked  the  tariff  of  1842,  and  every 
other  tariff  law;"  thus  slandering,  virtually,  all  pre- 
vious congresses,  whig  and  democratic,  from  the 
days  of  Washington  down.  The  honorable  chair- 
man, however,  touched  only  on  the  capacity  of  this 
bill  to  raise  sufficient  revenue;  and  said  he  would 
leave  all  the  other  topics  connected  with  it  to  be  dis- 
cussed by  his  friends  on  that  side  of  the  chamber.  1 
had  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  McDuffie) 
in  my  eye.  He  entertains  the  opinion,  and  I  know 
most  sincerely,  that  the  constitutional  question  is  the 
main  question  involved  in  the  bill,  and  I  wanted  to 
hear  him  discuss  it.  If  1  could  have  got  the  floor  I 
meant  to  provoke  him  to  defend  it.  I  wanted  to  hear 
him  say  that  this  principle  of  free  trade  had  been  dis- 
tinctly avowed  by  his  own  favorite  candidate  for  the 
presidency. 

He  had  heard  a  speech  made  on  our  side  of  the 
chamber,  and  made  with  distinguished  ability,  in 
which  the  senator  from  Maine  (Mr.  Evans)  tore  to 
alums  all  the  estimates  of  the  chairman  of  the  finance 
comiiiiltee,  so  that  he  was  compelled  to  admit  that 
he  had  been  in  error  to  the  amount  of  some  two  or 
three  millions.  (But,  in  those  days  that's  a  small 
concern.)  The  chairman  said  indeed  it  was  a  mat 
ter  of  little  consequence;  nor  did  it  make  much  dif- 
ference whether  the  bill  would  raise  money  or  none 
at  all;  that,  according  to -the  modern  doctrine,  is  a 
question  for  the  administration  alone — that's  their 
afiair,  not  ours,  nor  the  country's.  My  friend  from 
Maine  after  two  days  scathing  serutiny,  propounded 
certain  questions  to  gentlemen  on  the  other  side;  but 
no  one  on  the  other  side  would,  it  was  said,  debate 
the  bill  but  one  honorable  senator.  We  adjourned. 
And  when  we  met  again  that  "one"  was  not  ready. 
Then  came  the  senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Davis,)  and  he  seemed  to  me  to  have  anniliilaled 
every  vestige  of  the  bill  He  pressed  them  again  lo 
discuss  It.  but  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
McDuffie)  appealed  to  the  courtesy  of  his  own  side 
of  the  senate  to  give  me  leave  to  go  on  to-day. — 
Then  I  was  forced  to  infer  that  it  was  not  their  pur- 
pose to  debate  it  at  all.  is  not  this  most  extraordi- 
nary?  A  bill  which  lemodles  the  whole  financial 
system  of  the  country,  wliieli  strikes  down  the  prices 
of  all  American  labor;  a  bill  wliicli  will  carry  dis- 
may to  the  hearts  of  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  men  through  nil  the  Middle  and  the  North- 
ern stales;  a  bill  which  is  exciting  the  fearful  ap- 
prehensions of  tens  of  thousands  of  those  who  agree 
in  political  sentiments  with  the  majority  here;  such 
a  bill  lo  be  suffered  to  pass  without  a  word  of  expla- 
nation or  vindicatloid  .Are  gentlemen  dissatisfied  I  port  the  most  competent  and  honest  assessors.  It  is 
with  the  details  of  the  bill?  Do  they  apprehend  that  to  say  the  least,  siipe>-J}uous  and  gratuitous  kindness  oii 
if  it  shall  be  discussed  they  may  be  forced  to  admit  I  the  part  of  the  opposition  to  argue  at  great  length 
that  It  is  so  bad  and  imperfect  that  it  should  not  pass?  against  the  government  revenue  measures,  that  it  will 
What  else  keeps  them  from  speaking?    It  13  not  that   cheat   the  government  out  of  revenue.     Have   the 


they  have  objections  to  speaking  in  this  chamber; 
my  friend  over  there  from  Arkansas  (Mr.  Sevior)  I 
know  has  no  backwardness  in  that  pariieular.  Are 
we  not  to  hear  from  him'  Why  this  extraordinary 
and  unexampled  silence!  There  can  be  but  one  rea- 
son— the  bill  cannot  be  vindicated. 
[Mr.  .WcCu^c— It  vindicates  itself] 
Yes,  it  vindicates  itself,  and  in  two  ways;  it  estab- 
lishes two  positions,  it  vindicates  the  principle  oa 
which  it  is  founded;  and  on  its  ou-n  face  I  suppose; 
it  proves,  also  on  its  face,  how  much  money,  to  a 
dollar,  will  be  raised  under  it.  But  I  think  the  ho- 
norable senator  is  a  little  mistaken  as  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill  being  so  very  clear.  But  there  13  a  posi- 
tion taken  by  the  government  organ  concerning  the 
operation  of  the  bill,  which  Is  still  more  startling 
than  the  bill  itself,  and  that  is,  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
no  consequence  how  much  revenue  it  will  raise; 
whether  one  million,  or  fifteen  millions,  or  thirty 
millions,  or  not  a  dollar — to  any  body  in  the  world 
but  President  Polk  and  his  Cabinet.  The  paper  of 
yesterday  holds  this  language — 

"The  gist  and  burden  of  the  whole  attack  upon 
the  new  tariff  bill  hitherto  is  summed  up  in  the  gen- 
eral and  sweeping  assertion  that  the  administration, 
in  bringing  forward  this  bill,  is  not  taking  proper  care 
of  itself.  The  bill,  it  is  said,  in  the  first  place,  if 
fairly  ad.-ninislered,  will  leave  a  deficit  in  the  reve- 
nue; and,  in  the  serond  place,  that  it  cannot  be  fair- 
ly administered;  and  so  that  deficit  will  be  enlarged 
by  frauds.  Now,  in  reply  to  this,  we  urge  that  these 
are  matters  in  which  the  opposition  may,  as  we 
think,  very  properly  leave  the  administration  lo  look 
out  for  its  own  interests  and  take  care  of  itself.  If 
the  government  measures  is  about  to  injure  the  coun- 
try— to  break  up  the  business  of  men  and  throw  their 
affairs  into  confusion;  or  if,  again,  the  measures  pro- 
posed by  the  government  is  in  itself  oppressive,  or 
unjust,  or  unequal,  or  if  the  country  want  a  tariff 
for  protection,  instead  of  a  tariff  for  revenue — then 
It  is  very  proper  fur  an  opposition,  seeking  in  behalf 
of  the  country,  to  demonstrate  such  to  be  the  case. 
But  our  opposition  seems  to  have  a  most  parental 
and  guardian  anxiety  lest  the  administration,  if  left 
to  itself,  should  hereafter  find  itself  embarrassed  by 
the  want  of  funds.  Meaning  no  disrespect  to  any 
whig  gentleman,  we  think  they  might  spare  them- 
selves this  anxiety  till  the  administration  shall  have 
proved  itself  incaple  of  framing  a  measure  to  raise  a 
suitable  revenue,  and  shall  apply  to  them  for  their 
aid  and  counsel. 

"When  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in  Eng- 
land, or  the  minister  of  the  interior  in  France,  brings 
forward  his  budget,  it  is  not  usual  for  opposition 
members  and  deputies  to  get  up  and  say  that  the 
taxes  proposed,  are  too  low,  and  that  they  will  leave 
a  deficit  m  the  revenue.  On  the  contrary,  the  point 
which  the  opposition  in  those  cases  feel  bound  main- 
ly to  press,  and  the  charge  which  it  brings,  usually 
is  that  the  taxes  are  too  high,  and  that  the  people  are 
unnecessarily  burdened. 

"But  with  us  the  opposition  sees  fit  to  manage  very 
differently.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  acting 
under  the  direction  of  the  executive,  frames  a  bill, 
which  according  to  his  estimate,  will  give  to  the 
treasury  a  suitable  revenue.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  revises  these  esti- 
mates, makes  some  alterations  in  the  bill  which  he 
thinks  are  demanded  by  the  interests  of  the  revenue, 
and  reports  the  measure  to  the  house.  It  passes  that 
body,  and  is  then  brought  to  the  senate,  without 
farther  amendment  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  finance.  It  really  appears  somewhat 
strange  that  the  o;iposi(ioii  should  in  this  state  of 
things  rally  upon  tlie  position  that  the  bill  does  not 
tax  the  people  heavily  enough,  and  that  the  adminis- 
iration  is  not  collecting  money  enough  to  carry  on 
the  government! 

"It  is  surely  no  answer  to  this  to  say  an  issue  of  trea- 
sury notes  is  about  to  be  authorized  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  the  ^^ar.  The  new  tarifflooks  to  a  perma- 
nent, peace  revenue.  It  should  manifestly,  in  its  per- 
manent provisions,  look  to  nothing  else.  And  the 
creation  of  a  sufficient  amount  of  revenue  is  surely 
a  matter  in  which  the  adminidralion  is  abundantly  in- 
terested lo  take  care  if  itself.  It  is  odd  that  the  oppo- 
sition should  be  found  ciying  out  for  heavier  taxes  on 
the  people,  in  order  that  the  administralioii  may  have 
more  money  to  spend  than  itself  sees  fit  lo  raise. 

"The  charge  that  the  revenue  will  be  defrauded 
tinder  the  new  bill,  is  of  the  same  character.  The 
fii St  effect  o(  such  fraud  will  be  lo  embarrass  the 
administratiuii.  It  is  a  matter  for  the  administration 
to  liiok  to,  and  lo  j;u(iMi  against.  The  secrelary  of 
the  treasury  will  spare  no  pains  to  maintain  in  every 
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treasury  department  and  the  commiltee  of  ways  and 
means  aHti  finances  shown  themselves  so  incompe- 
tent to  do  their  own  business,  tliat  they  should  thus 
summarily  be  put  under  i^uardinnship?" 

Whether  then  the  bill  will  lead  to  frauds  or  not 
makes  no  dilRTcnce  to  any  body  but  Mr.  Polk  and  his 
'secretary,  Mr.  Walker;  lliey,  possibly,  may  be  some- 
what embarrassed  should  the  system  work  badly,  but 
nobody  else  has  anythinc;  to  do,  orsay,  or  care  in  the 
matter.  If  these  genllemen  mean  and  are  able  to 
make  good  (o  the  troasury  all  the  losses  it  may  sus- 
tain by  fraud,  then  I  can  understand  why,  perhaps, 
they  alone  have  reason  to  concern  themselves  wiih 
the  operation  of  the  bill.  But  if  it  is  the  nation  who 
must  make  up  the  losses  and  endure  all  the  conse- 
quences, the  ruinous  consequences,  of  a  want  of  rev- 
enue, then  it  would  seem  to  be  the  duty  of  congress 
to  enquire  what  will  be  the  probable  effects  of  the 
measure;  and  whether  it  will  or  wtll  not  produce  the 
adequate  amount  of  revenue.  Who  says  tlial  it  will? 
Who  has  asserted  that  it  will.'  Nobody,  but  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  finance.  He  said  so, 
though  rathe,  doubtmgly,  and  with  several  important 
admissions  of  mistake. 

But  to  proceed.  Mr.  President,  let  me  ask  the 
attention  of  the  senate  to  the  new  theory  broachid 
by  the  president  and  his  fiscal  ofiicers,  that  congress 
has  Ihs  power  of  protection  only  up  to  the  point  of  a 
"revenue  standard."  A  revenue  standard.'  what  is  a 
revenue  standard.'  I  do  not  like  to  attempt  its  de- 
fination,and  perhaps  the  only  way  to  get  at  one  will 
be  to  use  the  very  words  of  the  disiinguished  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury.      He  says: 

"The  whole  power  to  collect  taxes,  whether  di- 
rect or  indirect,  is  conferred  by  the  same  clause  of 
the  constitution.  The  words  are,  'The  congress  shall 
have  the  power  to  lay  and  coJIect  taxes,  duties  im- 
posts, and  excises.'  A  direct  tax  or  excise,  not  for 
revenue,  but  for  protection,  clearly  would  not  be 
as  much  so  as  a  duty  imposed  for  a  similar  purpose. 
The  power  is  'to  lay  and  colled  taxe5,  duties  imposts, 
and  excises.'  A  duly  must  he  laid  only  that  it  may 
be  cotUcUd;  and  if  it  is  so  imposed  that  it  cannot  be 
collected  in  whole  or  in  part,  it  violates  the  declared 
object  of  the  granted  power.  To  lay  all  duties  so 
high  that  none  of  them  could  be  collected,  would 
be  a  prohibitory  tarifl'  up'.n  thai  article.  If  a  duly 
of  one  hundred  per  cent,  were  imposed  upon  all  or 
upon  a  number  of  articles,  so  as  to  diminish  the  re- 
venue upon  all  or  any  of  them,  it  would  operate  as 
a  partial  pruhibiljon.  A  partial  and  a  total  prohibi- 
tion arc  alike  in  violation  of  the  true  object  of  the 
taxing  power.  They  only  differ  in  degree  and  not 
in  principle.  Jf  the  revenue  limit  may  be  exceeded 
one  per  cent.,  it  mny  be  exceeded  one  hundred.  If 
it  mav  be  exceeded  upon  any  article  it  may  be  ex- 
ceeded upon  all;  and  there  is  no  escape  from  this 
conclusion,  but  in  contending  that  congress  may  lay 
duties  on  all  articles  so  high  as  to  collect  no  revenue 
and  operate  as  a  total  prohibition." 

The  president  is  a  little  more  explicit.  He  tells  us; 
*'The  atteniion  of  congress  is  invited  to  tlie  import- 
ance of  making  suitable  modifications  and  reductions 
of  the  rates  of  duty  imposed  by  our  present  tariff 
lavvs.  The  object  of  imposing  duties  on  imports 
should  be  to  raise  revenue  to  pay  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  government.  Congress  may,  undoubtedly, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  discriminate  in 
arranging  the  rates  of  duty  on  d.lferent  articles;  but 
the  discriminations  should  be  witlun  Ihe  revenue  stan- 
dard, and  made  with  the  view  to  raise  money  for  the 
support  of  governmenl?' ' 

"It  become?  important  to  understand  distinctly 
what  is  meant  by  a  revenue  standard,  the  maximum 
of  which  should  not  be  esceed.-d  in  the  rates  of 
duty  imposed.  It  is  conceded,  and  experience  proves, 
that  duties  may  be  laiil  so  hi^h  as  to  diminish  or  pro- 
hibit altogether  the  importation  of  any  given  article, 
and  thereby  lessen  or  destroy  the  revenue  which,  at 
lower  rales,  would  be  derived  from  its  importation. 
Such  duties  exceed  the  revenue  rates,  and  are  not 
imposed  to  raise  money  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment. If  congress  levy  a  duty  for  revenue  of  one 
percent  on  a  given  article,  it  will  produce  a  given 
amount  of  money  to  the  treasury,  and  will  inciden- 
tally and  necessarily  afford  protection  or  advantage 
to  the  amount  of  one  per  cent,  to  the  home  manu- 
facturer of  a  similar  or  like  article  over  Ihe  importer. 
If  the  duty  be  raised  to  ten  per  cent,  it  will  produce 
a  greater  amount  fif  money,  and  afford  greater  pro- 
tection. If  it  be  still  raised  to  twenty,  Iweniy  five  or 
thirty  percent,  and  if,  as  it  is  raised,  Ibe  revenue  de- 
rived from  it  IS  found  to  be  increased,  the  protection 
or  advantage  will  also  be  increased;  but  if  it  be  rais- 
ed to  thirty  one  per  cent,  and  it  is  found  that  the  re- 
venue produced  at  that  rate  is  less  than  at  thirty  per 
cent,  it  ceases  to  be  a  revenue  duty.  The  precise 
point  in  tiie  ascending  scale  of  duties,  at  which  it  is 
ascertained  from  experience,  tiiat  the  revenue  is 
greatest,  is  the  ojaximum  rate  of  duly,  which  can 


be  laid  for  the  bona  fide  purpose  of  collecting  mo- 
ney for  the  support  of  government.  To  raise  Ihe 
duties  higher  than  that  point,  and  thereby  diminish 
Ihe  amount  colleclcil,  is  to  levy  iliem  for  pro- 
teclion  merely,  and  not  for  revenue.  As  long,  then, 
as  congress  may  gradually  increase  Ihe  rale  of  duly 
on  a  given  article,  and  the  revenue  is  increased,  by 
such  increase  of  duty,  they  are  within  the  revenue 
standard.  When  they  go  beyond  that  point,  and  as 
they  increase  the  duties,  the  revenue  is  iucreased  or 
destroyed;  the  act  ceases  to  have  for  its  object  the 
rasing  of  money  to  support  government,  but  is  for 
prolectioii  merely." 

See  how  this  doctrine  breaks  down  the  whole  do- 
mestic industry  of  the  country.  The  president  says, 
he  has  always  been  in  favor  of  incidental  protection, 
and  he  understands  that  to  be  the  protection  which  a 
tax  imposed  exclusively  fcr  revenue,  gives  to  the 
manufacturer.  Now  what  is  that  tax?  it  is,  they  tell 
us,  a  tax  to  be  limited  to  the  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment, anil  you  are  to  look  and  sec  how  much  lax 
any  particle  articular  will  bear,  so  as  to  yield  the 
largest  practical  amount  of  revenue.  That  is  the 
principle.  Well,  if  it  is  a  sound  principle,  it  will  be  as 
sound  and  constitutional  ten  years  hence  as  it  is  now. 
It  is  a  principle  which  is  always  to  limit  the  fiscal 
legislation  of  congress.  Now  let  ua  look  at  its  prac 
Ileal  operation  upon  the  domestic  industry  of  the 
country.  It  seems  to  me,  that  its  inevitable  ellect 
must  be  to  strike  it  all  down.  In  illustration  of  this, 
take  a  taxable  article,  coarse  cottons,  for  example. 
I  will  assume  that  we  have  no  lax  on  coarse  cottons, 
thai  they  are  free  from  duty,  and  that  there  is  no 
competition  here  of  a  home  l^abric,  how  are  we  to 
proceed  that  we  may  raise  the  largest  practicable 
amount  of  revenue  on  its  importation.  What  is  to 
be  ascertained?  First — what  is  Ihe  amount  of  their 
consumption  in  tlic  United  States.  When  we  have 
ascertained  this,  then  how  much  tax  they  will  bear 
without  diminishing  tie  present  consumption.  These 
being  found,  we  lay  our  tax,  say,  thirty  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.  The  people  of  New  England,  famous  as 
we  all  admit  them  to  be,  for  industry,  enterprise,  and 
shrewdness,  lake  it  into  their  heads  thai  they  could 
make  the  same  article  with  the  protection  in  the 
home  market  which  a  lax  of  thirty  per  cent,  on  Ihe 
foreign  articles  would  give  them;  accordingly  they 
proceed  to  establish  their  factories;  they  produce  an 
article  as  good,  if  not  better  than  the  imported,  and 
Ihey  make  a  heavy  profit,  perhaps  more  than  the 
ordinary  average  profit  of  bu'-iness  men  around  them; 
meanwhile  the  population  of  the  country  increases, 
Ihe  quantity  of  cotton  goods  increases  with  it,  and 
the  annexation  of  Texas  increases  the  demand  still 
further.  As  demand  increases,  factories  are  multi- 
plied, until  they  have  gone  on  and  invested  a  hundred 
millions  of  dollars  in  these  establishments;  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  operatives  find  good  wages 
and  constant  employment;  the  consumption  of  the 
country  is  supplied  to  the  whole  extent  that  these 
factories  can  make;  and  the  domestic  article  vies 
with  the  foreign,  and  is  fast  getting  ahead  of  it. — 
what  happens?  the  government  gels  into  a  situation 
in  which  it  needs  more  money;  and  what  does  the 
president  say?  1  want  a  hundred  million  of  dollars 
and  cannot  raise  it,  without  making  as  much  out  of 
foreign  cottons  imported  as  we  can  possibly  gel. — 
Experience  shows,  that  under  the  tax  of  thirty  per 
cent,  foreigners  do  not  supply  our  market,  that  it 
discourages  the  importation;  we  must  diminish  our 
tax,  must  lax  foreign  cottons  to  the  revenue  stand- 
ard only,  and  what  is  that.'  Why,  Ihe  secretary  says 
that  it  is  the  lowest  tax  that  will  raise  the  greatest 
revenue;  thirty  percent,  is  loo  high,  it  keeps  out  the 
foreign  article;*3  long  as  we  keep  on  that  lax  Ame- 
rican factories  will  continue  to  rise.  Millions  of  dol- 
lars are  invested;  thousands  of  families  have  dedicat- 
ed themselves  and  capital  to  that  branch  of  business, 
and  they  are  cuntenled  and  happy,  and  they  are  sup- 
plying the  demand.  'I'liis  will  never  do,  says  the 
I  president  and  his  secretary;  we  must  bring  in  more 
foreign  goods,  we  inusl  reduce  the  lax  so  low  that 
,  the  foreign  manufacturer  can  supply  the  whole  de- 
I  mand;  no  sooner  said  than  done,  down  goes  the  tax 
,  and  what  is  the  result?  Down  go  the  factories,  riown 
I  goes  the  price  of  labor:  down  falls  the  laborer  and 
liis  dependents  upon  his  labor;  down  goes  the  agri- 
;  culture  of  those  who  supply  their  various  wants;  and 
down  goes  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  Ihe  nation. 
I  And  why  all  this?  Why,  forsooth,  because  the  only 
'  constitutional  mode  of  laying  taxes  is  to  make  the 
!  tax  the  very  lowest,  which  will  bring  the  highest 
amount  of  revenue. 

I  Now  let  us  lake  another  example.  Let  us  take  iron. 
,  Under  the  tariff  of  '43  the  iron  manufactures  of  the 
United  Stales  have  grown  up  into  a  flourishing  con- 
dition, accumulating  for  their  proprietors  wealth, 
and  spreading  around  them  extensive  benefits  to  the 
country  in  all  directions.  .Millions  have  been  in- 
,  vested  on  the  faith  of  the  lacit  pledge  that  the  sys- 


tem of  protection  was  to  continue.  The  tariff  on 
ihis  article  was  laid,  I  will  assume,  to  produce  re- 
venue, but  the  enterprise  and  skill  of  our  people, 
availing  itself  of  the  protection  thus  afforded,  make 
a  belter  and  a  cheaper  article  than  that  imported, 
and  an  article  which,  in  consequence  of  its  low  price 
and  good  quality,  is  driving  out  Ihe  foreign  article 
from  Ihe  American  niaiket.  Well,  what  does  the 
president  sa)?  Ue  wants  a  larger  amount  of  revenue 
from  iron.  And  how  is  he  to  get  it?  Congress,  he 
says,  has  no  coiistilutional  power  to  protect  it  direct- 
ly by  a  duty,  or  even  designedly  to  aU")rd  it  incideu- 
tal  protection.  It  can  lay  a  duty  for  the  single  pur- 
pose of  raising  money,  and  in  exerting  that  power 
congress  has  only  to  inqiiire  what  money  Ihe  govern- 
ment wants,  and  ho.v  the  amount  can  best  bo  raised. 
The  only  question,  therefore,  that  they  can  legitima- 
tely look  at  is  this.  What  amount  of  lax  will  in- 
crease importation  lo  such  an  extent  that  we  shall 
gel  the  amount  of  revenue  wo  want?  The  duly  must 
not  prevent  importation  in  Ihe  slightest  degree,  for 
the  secretary's  doctrine  is,  that  a  duly  is  equally  un- 
constitutional whether  it  prevents  importation  in 
whole  or  in  part,  because  either  way  it  is  contrary 
to  the  revenue  standard.  Well,  Ihe  secretary  exerts 
his  arilhmetic  and  figures  it  out.  He  finds  that  a  las 
on  iron  of  fifty  per  cent,  brings  him  in  but  three  mil- 
lions of  revenue.  Ho  needs  six  millions.  He  can't 
get  it  by  a  tax  of  fifly  per  cent,  because  that  lax 
keeps  foreign  iron  out  of  the  American  market, 
and  just  so  far  as  it  does  this  the  lax  is  uiiconstitu. 
tional.  What,  then,  is  he  lo  do?  Why,  he  will  try 
a  tax  of  forty  per  cent.  If  he  finds  that  that  brings 
him  the  revenue  required  he  Ic'.s  it  stand  at  forty, 
but  if  that  leaves  a  part  of  Ihe  market  to  American 
competition,  and  prevents  to  that  extent  importation, 
he  lowers  his  duty  to  twenty  per  cent,  and  so  down, 
wards  till  he  finds  the  point  where  he  gets  the  largest 
revenue,  and  thai  is  when  the  former  is  able  lo  sup- 
ply the  whole  .American  market.  Then  the  secretary 
cries— Eureka!  I  have  got  ill  I  have  found  ihe  re- 
venue standard! 

But  what  becomes  of  the  American  manufacture? 
It  IS  prostrated,  destroyed.  This  is  the  new  executive 
doctrine,  and  this  is  its  consequence.  The  president 
and  secretary  oppose  a  duly  which  has  been  laid  liy 
every  wise  governmeul  in  the  world  lo  protect  the 
industry  of  its  own  citizens.  Isolating  himself,  like 
Tiberius  in  his  islands,  Ihe  secretary's  sole  inquiry 
is,  how  much  money  will  the  law  bring  lue?  If  it 
supplies  me  with  aevenue,  I  care  not  what  falls  or 
what  stands;  whal  American  interest  prospers  or  l§ 
annihilated;  whal  American  labor  flourishes  or  is  de- 
stroyed. The  same  illustration  might  be  applied 
wiih  proportional  force  to  all  the  articles  of  con- 
snmpiion  or  use  which  we  can  make,  and  which  are 
protected  by  the  existing  larilf. 

It  behooves  us,  Mr.  President,  lo  look  at  Ihe  thing 
practically.  When  we  are  asked  lo  pass  a  new  law, 
the  first  q  lestiun  with  every  wise  legislator  is.  How 
will  il  operate?  Now,  the  favorite  Ifieory  of  the  go- 
veinment  is,  that  every  man  knows  his  own  business 
best;  that  self-inlerest  is  the  most  eflecluaf  applica- 
tion of  all  others  lo  sharpen  men's  wits;  ihat  what- 
ever men  may  think,  or  however  they  may  diller  on 
general  subjects;  each  man  knows  what  hurls  himself; 
and  admit  the  general  truth  of  the  principle — and 
now  what  do  we  see?  Memorials  coming  up  from 
the  people,  from  day  to  day,  imploring  congress  to 
pass  no  bill  which  shall  operate  to  destroy  our  own 
industry.  Gentlemen  make  no  answer.  Thev  say 
it  i^a  misapprehension;  that  the  people  suppose'  that 
protection  enriches  them,  but  that  is  all  a  mistake, 
for,  on  the  contrary,  it  really  injures  them.  Bull 
turn  gentlemen's  doctrine  upon  themselves,  and  ask, 
I  IJo  not  Ihe  people  know  Iheirown  business  better 
then  political  theorists?  'J'his  bill  deals  with  labor, 
with  Ihe  labor  that  is  employed  on  iron.  It  deals 
I  with  those  whom  Iheir  prol'esseil  friends  are  con- 
tinually talking  about  as  the  "honest  democracy." , 

It  comes  among  these  men  like  a  pestilence,  bringing 
famine  in  its  irain.  Il  carries  ruin  lo  the  furnace, 
to  the  coal  field,  to  the  machine  shop,  to  the  cotton 
factory,  lo  llie  tailor,  the  shoemaker,  Ihe  batter — lo 
all  forms  and  varieties  of  human  industry.  Genlle- 
men say  that  it  will  injure  none  but  tlie  capitalist. — 
Indeed?  If  you  prostrate  Ihe  capilali.it,  do  you  not 
in  the  same  blow,  strike  down  all  who  arc  depen- 
Oenl  on  him  for  employment?  The  blow  touches 
the  capitalist  first,  but  it  expends  its  desolating  and 
destructive  force  on  the  laborers  of  Ihe  country.  It 
strikes  at  wages.  If  il  lels  him  live  at  all,  il  de- 
grades him  to  the  level  of  the  serf  labor  of  England, 
or  the  still  lower  labor  of  some  other  parts  of  the 
world.  It  reduces  free  industrious  American  citi- 
zens to  one  meal  a  day  — lo  abject  poverty  —  and 
when  a  man  is  brought  to  Ihe  lowest  poveiij;'  when 
he  comforts  of  home  is  lost;  when  his  happy  Sab- 
balhs  are  gone;  when  his  half  clothed  chil  .ren  cu- 
tter ihc  Sunday  school  no  more — bow  long  will  il  b« 
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before  degradaliou  will  be  followed  by  vice?  If  it 
were  the  mere  destruction  of  property,  the  havoc 
would  then  be  great  and  fearful,  but  it  might  be 
borue.  But  it  does  not  stop  there.  It  degrades  men 
and,  by  degrading,  it  demoralizes  them;  and  to  de- 
moralize republican  citizens  is  to  write  the  nation's 
doom.  The  very  lite  blood  of  a  free  government 
lies  in  the  independence  and  virtue  of  its  people. 

I  have  before  me  a  modern  volume  of  high  autho- 
rity, which  details  the  wretched  and  starving  condi- 
tion of  poor  laborers  in  other  countries.  There  is  no 
time  to  read  it  here,  but  let  any  gentleman  cast  his 
eye  on  the  description  it  contains  of  the  squalid  po- 
verty, and  abject  degradation  of  those  foreigners 
who  labor  each  day  for  the  food  of  that  day,  and 
scarce  get  enough  to  sustain  life.  Are  laborers  lilie 
these  fit  constituents  of  honorable  gentlemen?  h.nve 
these  men  the  requisite  intelligence  lo  elect  a  chief 
magistrate  of  this  great  and  powerful  republic?  are 
they  fit  to  sustain  aud  carry  forward  our  system  of 
republican  instilutioos?  Are  they  the  men  to  whom 
we  may  safely  look  to  secure  the  blessingsof  freedom 
to  us,  and  lo  our  children?  On  the  contrary,  does  it 
not  necessarily  follow,  that  if  your  legislature  re 
duces  the  laborers  of  this  country  to  such  a  level, 
that  you  thereby  sap  the  only  foundation  on  which 
the  liberties  of  this  land  can  rest. 

Look  at  Pennsylvania:  in  that  great  and  powerful 
slate,  every  department  of  human  industry  is  filled 
up,  is  occupied  to  the  full  with  Ihe  exception  of  ma 
nufactures.  Agriculture  is  striving  to  make  for  it- 
self a  market.  The  profits  of  Ihe  farmer  are  mode- 
rate. Where  will  be  the  consliluency  of  the  senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  if  this  bill  shall  pass?  ]  have 
before  me,  statistical  tables,  showing  the  number  of 
hands  who  are  engaged  in  the  various  manufacturing 
establishments  of  the  state.  This  bill  goes  directly 
to  injure  every  man  of  them;  while  it  destroys  the 
wealth  of  the  capitalists  invested  in  these  establish- 
ments, it  impoverishes  and  destroys  the  laborers  by 
thousands.  We  talk  of  war,  and  talk  truly  of  the 
havoc  It  makes  of  human  life,  and  the  desolation  and 
misery  which  it  brings  into  the  bosoui  of  families, 
but  1  say  with  all  sincerity,  tlial  the  troubles  growing 
out  of  the  present  war,  are  as  nothing,  when  com- 
pared with  the  individual  and  national  losses  and  dis- 
tresses, which  must  inevitably  follow  the  passage  of 
this  iiill.  ]t  is  an  easy  thing  for  gentlemen  holding 
Beats  in  the  halls  of  congress,  and  xvho  are  iu  posses- 
sion of  all  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life,  who  go- 
ing from  this  city — the  farmer,  to  his  farmf  the  mer- 
chant to  his  business;  tlie  lawyer  to  his  occupation — 
it  is  easy  for  such  to  talk  with  great  calmness,  about 
theories  of  policy,  and  doctrines  of  political  econo- 
my. We  have  enough!  No  squalid  poverty  invades 
our  homes,  no  cry  of  want  is  heard  in  our  dwellings, 
they  are  full  of  happiness;  but  let  us  reflect,  1  im- 
plore you  lo  let  us  reflect,  on  the  condition  of  the 
laboring  population,  who  are  to  be  etfected  by  what 
we  do.  Let  us  ask  ourselves  what  is  to  become  of 
the  eight  hundred  thousand  citizens  immediately  en- 
gaged in  ihs  various  branches  of  manufactures,  and 
those  four  or  live  millions  of  others  who  are  depen- 
dent upon  their  labor.  They  come  here  to  the  doors 
of  the  senate,  and  entreat  you  to  save  ihem  from  the 
destructive  etf'ects  of  a  measure,  whose  efl'ects  they 
well  understand;  a  measure  resting  on  theory  alone, 
uncalled  for,  and  unnecessary,  and  fraugnt  only  with 
iniscliief.  Remember  that  these  laborers,  many  of 
whom  are  now  your  petitioners,  with  their  families, 
equal  in  number  Ihe  whole  population  of  this  country 
at  the  lime  our  independence  was  declared.  Why 
shall  wc,  without  necessity,  and  against  necessity, 
perpetrate  an  act  which  must  annihilate  that  national 
industry,  to  which  they  owe  all  their  coaifurts,  their 
lianpiness,  their  very  existence  itself. 

And  what  is  all  this  ruin  to  be  caused  for?  It  is 
because,  i>3  is  alleged,  the  tax  which  encourages  our 
own  labor  obliges  some  of  our  citizens,  lo  give  more 
for  commoditios  which  they  do  not  make,  the  tax 
being  always  added  to  the  price  of  the  commodity, 
and  falling  upon  the  consumer. 

Such  is  the  plea.  In  the  first  place  it  is  not  true. 
The  tax  neither  falls  wholly  on  the  consumer,  nor 
wholly  oil  the  producer.  The  colt.ui  planter  tells 
you  that  the  tax  you  levy  on  fabrics  made  out  of  his 
cotton  when  worked  up  is  equal  to  a  lax  on  his  cot- 
ton; is  equivalent  lo  an  export  tax.  Well,  if  it  is  an 
export  tux,  tlicn  certainly  it  does  not  fall  on  the 
consumer.  It  can't  lall  on  Ihe  consumer  and  the 
piudui  er  both.  Let  mo  illustrate,  England,  imposes 
a  lax  on  tobacco  o(  four  or  five  hundred  per  cent. — 
Who  pays  that  tax?  Does  the  grou  cr  of  tobacco 
pay  itf  or  doi-u  llio  consumer  pay  it?  'J'licy  can't 
jjolh  pay  lliu  tax.  If  every  man  who  uses  toiiacco 
in  Lngland  is  forced  lo  pay  four  or  five  hniidied  per 
tent,  on  the  price  of  the  aiticic,  because  ol  the  1111- 
post,  Ihoii  clearly  il.c  lax  does  not  lall  upon  Ihe 
grower  gets 
a  ihc  amount 


grower,  and  if  on  the  ulher    haii_ 
liis  lobucco  into  England  al    a  pii 


of  the  impost,  it  is  equally  clear  that  the  consumer 
does  not  pay  it.  But  Ihe  truth  is  that  neither  of 
them,  exclusively,  pays  it.  Its  amount  is  at  first 
shared  between  the  producer  and  consumer,  as  far 
as  tlie  price  is  concerned,  competition  brings  it  down 
to  what  it  v\'ould  have  been  vvilhout  the  tax. 

Anrf  now  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  senate  to 
what  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  says  that  we  do 
with  tlic  cotton  we  send  abroad,  and  what  with  the 
cotton  we  sell  at  home,  and  then  let  us  see  why  he 
prefers  sending  it  abroad  to  have  it  manufactured  at 
home.     I  quote  from  his  report: 

"At  present  prices,  our  cotton  crop  will  yield  an 
annual  product  of  jj72,OO0,0O0,  and  the  manufactur- 
ed fabric  $.5O4,00U,O00,  famishing  prufUs  abroad  lo 
Ihousamh  of  capUalisls,  and  wages  lo  hundreds  of  Ihou- 
sands  of  the  working  classes;  all  of  whom  would  be 
deeply  injured  by  any  disturbance,  growing  out  of  a 
stale  of  war,  to  the  direct  and  adequate  supply  of 
the  raw  material." 

Who  gets  the  benefit?  We  send  abroad  the  raw 
material  worth  72  millions,  and  by  the  process  of 
manufacturing,  its  value  it  enhanced,  says  the  secre- 
tary, to  504  millions.  If  that  is  done  in  England  some- 
body in  England  gets  the  benefit  of  the  operation; 
but  if  it  u  ere  all  done  here,  then  somebody  here 
would  get  the  benefit.  Now,  who  is  it  that  the  scre- 
tary  wants  to  get  this  difference  in  value?  Hear  what 
he  says,  I  give  you  his  own  words: 

"At  present  prices,  our  cotton  crop  will  yield  an 
annual  product  of  ?172,000,000,  and  the  manufactured 
fabric  $504,000,000, /unns/i!)ig-7iro/i(s  abroad  to  thou- 
sands of  capitalists,  and  wages  lo  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  the  working  classes." 

Now  you  have,  the  country  will  see,  what  it  is  the 
secretary  wants  to  do.  Us  wants  that  these  profits 
shall  be  shared  by  the  thousands  abroad.  That  is  the 
new  theory;  that  is  the  revenue  standard,  that  is  de- 
mocratic in  his  view  of  the  matter.  Could  there  be 
a  more  clear,  obvious,  anti  American  policy.  We, 
in  the  United  States,  raise  a  crop  of  cotton  worth  72 
millions,  capable  of  being  made  worth  504  millions. 
How  IS  it  to  be  made  504  millions?  By  the  process 
of  being  manufactured.  And  how  is  that  to  be  done? 
The  first  thing  is  to  vest  capital  in  the  requisite 
buildings  and  machinery,  the  next  to  employ  laborers. 
Here,  then,  is  the  employment  of  foreign  capital  and 
foreign  labor,  and  the  fruit  is  to  increase  72  millions 
to  504  millions;  an  excess  of  432  millions.  Who  gets 
11?  the  American  laborei?  the  American  capitalist? 
No,  no;  according  to  Mr.  Walker's  own  statement, 
that  profit  IS  furnished,  and  should  be  furnished,  to 
"thousands  abroad." 

Is  that  democratic?..  Yes,  that  is  democratic;  that 
is  the  essence  of  democratic  wisdom;  that  is  the  quin- 
tessence of  political  economy;  that  is  the  benefit  we 
are  to  derive  from  progressive  democracy — that  pro- 
gressive democracy  which  goes  beyond  the  United 
States,  not  confining  itself  to  the  limits  of  our  own 
country,  [a  laugh] 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  there 
can^l^two  opinions  as  to  the  anti  national  spirit 
aiidTSfluenre  of  such  a  system  as  this.  We  are 
Americans;  we  have  capital  here — we  have  labor- 
ers here.  This  American  capital  and  American 
labor  could  just  as  well  convert  those  seventy-lwo 
millions  into  five  hundred  and  four  millions  as  Eng- 
lish capital  and  English  labor.  Whoever  does  this, 
enjoys  the  whole  benefit  of  the  difieienee.  Let 
that  seventy-two  millions  go  abroad,  and  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  foreign  laborers  are  supported  by 
those  seventy-two  mill.ons  of  American  cotton.  The 
secretary's  philanthropic  spirit  is  so  enlarged  and 
sublimated  that  it  lakes  in  the  whole  world,  and 
quite  forgets  home.  , 

[Here  Mr.  McDufjie  said  something,  not  heard  by 
the  reporter,  about  southern  industry  not  being  in- 
volved in  the  value  of  cotton. 

Mr.  Johnson.  1  presume,  if  you  raise  cotton  at  the 
soulh,  that  somebody  must  labor.  The  cotton,  1  take 
It  for  granted,  does  not  hoe  itself,  uor  pick  itself,  not 
go  to  market  by  itself. 

1  say  again  that  the  spirit  of  this  comprehensive 
philanthropy,  which  seems  to  rejoice  so  much  in  the 
prcfila  that  British  capitalists  and  their  army  ol  Bri 
tisli  laborers  are  to  make  out  of  a  crop  of  American 
cotton,  is,  after  all,  reslricled  in  the  energies  lo  men 
beyond  the  Atlantic,  and  seems  to  feel  no  reluctance 
or  remorse  at  inUicting  utter  ruin  on  American  capi- 
lalists  and  American  laborers.  Now,  I  submit,  Mr. 
President,  that  an  American  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury would  act  somewhat  more  in  character,  if  he 
turned  his  benevolent  gaze  a  little  more  on  his  own 
lellow  citizens  and  «ould  bethink  him  somewhat 
how  he  mi;;ht  multiply  the  comforts  and  secure  the 
prosperity  of  the  hundreds  and  llioiisaiids  of  Ameri- 
can laboieis  from  whom  his  schcuio  will  take  their 
daily  bread. 

But  let  us  follow  the  secretary  a  step  further.— 
Ills  plan  IS  to  give    to   foreign    labor  the  undisputed 


possession  of  the  American  market.  To  this  end, 
he  lays  a  duty  on  foreign  commodities  the  lowest 
that  he  possibly  can  consistent  with  revenue.  What 
becomes  of  that  duty?  Does  it  not  go  into  the  Eng- 
lish treasury?  Does  it  not  contribute  to  support  the 
British  government;  to  add  to  its  revenue;  to  in- 
crease lis  strength;  to  support  its  aristocracy;  to 
give  splendor  to  its  throne,  and  make  Englanil  one 
of  the  foremost  nations  of  the  world?  The  whole 
tendency  of  the  secretary's  scheme  is  to  add  to  the 
wealth  of  English  capitalists,  and  to  increase  the 
prosperity  of  English  industry.  Wow,  sir,  if  the  tax 
is  to  be  paid  either  by  the  producer  or  thecousumer, 
(I  speak  of  the  whole  extent  of  the  tax)  I  think,  if 
we  are  to  buy  British  goods  increased  in  price  by 
Ihe  whole  amount  of  tax,  it  would  be  a  better  policy 
for  us  to  save  that  tax  for  our  own  government,  and 
have  it  to  go  into  our  own  treasury,  rather  than  the 
treasury  of  Great  Britain.  In  my  poor  apprehen- 
sions, sir,  it  would  be  infinitely  better  to  pursue  a 
policy  which  would  enure  to  our  own  strength,  our 
own  honor,  our  own  credit,  our  own  prosperity,  our 
own  wealth,  and  our  own  industry,  rather  than  one 
which  makes  us  tributary  to  those  who  have  no  com- 
iiion  interest  and  no  common  feeling  with  ourselves, 
at  all  times  our  rivals  and  competitors,  and  who 
may,  at  any  time,  be  thrown  into  open  conflict  and 
hostility  with  us.  The  secretary  says:  "If  our  own 
manufactures  coJisiiiiie /our /miiiirfj  thousand  hales,  it 
would  cost  them  twelve  tnillillns  of  dollars,  whilst  sell- 
ing the  manufactured  fabric  for  eighty-four  millions 
of  dollars." 

If  we  send  Ihem  twelve  millions  of  our  cotton, 
and  they  work  it  up  into  the  value  of  eighty-four 
millions  as  here  alledged,  it  ^,  iu  part,  ;is  is  said, 
because  we  impose  a  duty  which  is  added  lo  the 
price.  Does  not  the  secretary  see  that,  il  I  buy  an 
English  fabric,  and  his  own  theory  be  right,  I  am  not 
only  paying  our  own  tax,  but  the  tax  also  which  the 
British  government  may  have  imposed  on  the  fabric. 
He  says  thai  the  tax  goes  into  the  price.  Shall  we 
not,  then,  rather  pay  the  tax  to  our  government  than 
to  a  foreign  government,  which  may  be  as  far  apart 
from  ours  in  its  doctriues  as  the  poles  are  wide  asun- 
dei? 

False  as  this  scheme  is  in  its  principle,  it  is  still 
worse  in  practice.  While  it  raises  the  price  of  every 
commodity  which  is  produced  by  foreign  labor,  il, 
at  the  same  time,  depresses  and  demoralizes  the  la- 
borers of  our  own  country.  Notwithstanding  all  the 
fancied  new  lights  of  modern  times,  it  is  still  ad- 
mitted, 1  believe,  as  a  maxim  of  political  economy, 
of  universal  truth,  that  every  nation  should,  if  il  can, 
provide  its  own  feed,  its  own  clothing,  its  own  ha- 
bitations, and  its  own  defence.  Wars  will  continue 
to  occur  so  long  as  men  continue  to  be  what  they 
are  now,  and  until,  by  some  happy  and  superior  in- 
fluence, their  present  natures  shall  be  changed. — 
And  are  we  to  be  told  that  the  twenty  millions  which 
now  constitute  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
destined  to  increase  (unless  mistaken  legislatioa 
strike  down  their  prosperity)  in  a  greater  ratio  than 
any  people  ever  multiplied  before,  and  living  under 
a  government  which  secures  their  rights  belter  than 
any  form  of  government  that  ever  existed,  must 
abandon  the  policy  under  which  Ihey  have  thus  be- 
come great,  and  put  to  hazard  their  ability  to  feed, 
to  clothe,  to  shelter  themselves,  and  to  vindicate 
their  rights,  on  the  sea  and  on  the  land?  It  is  a  great 
miatake  to  suppose  that  this  is  a  question  which 
deals  with  the  nianutacturers  only.  Amongst  the 
very  first  acts  imposing  duties  under  this  govern- 
ment was  the  one  passed  on  the  Charleston  memo- 
rial. Our  navigation  laws  protect,  by  heavy  discri- 
minating duties,  the  manufacture  of  American  ship- 
ping; but,  does  one  man,  or  one  class  of  men,  make 
a  ship?  Reflect  on  the  vaiious  materials  which  are 
combined  iu  tliat  wonderlul  production  of  human 
ingenuity,  industry,  and  skill.  One  set  of  men  cut 
down  and  shape  the  timber;  a  difl'eronl  set  of  men 
prepare  the  cable  and  the  cordage;  another  elaborate 
the  iron  work;  another  weave  the  canvass;  another 
make  the  sails;  and  yet  another  roll  out  the  copper 
hy  which  she  is  protected  from  the  waves.  Are 
thc-e  all  the  capitalists?  Arc  these  overgrown  aris- 
tocrats? Are  these  purse-proud  manufacturers?  Are 
these  lords  of  Ihe  loom,  or  are  they  laborei'S,  whose 
prosperity  grows  out  of  their  labor,  and  v\'hoss 
labor,  wilh  all  the  prosperity  and  happiness  which 
that  labor  creates,  is  protected  and  encouraged  by 
the  existing  laws?  Do  gcnllomcn  forget  the  hun- 
dreds and  the  thousands  who  find  employment  in  the 
construction  and  the   navigation   of  our  commercial 

The  secretary's  theory  says  that  it  is  iinconslilu- 
tioiial  (or  congress  to  lay  any  duty  whatever,  the 
direct  poiirpose  of  which  is  lo  protect  American  in- 
dustry in  preference  lo  foreign,  and  he  holds  it  to  be 
u  light,  and  the  only   sound    policy,  that  all  shall  be 
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allowed  to  buy  where  thej  can  buy  the  cheapest. — 
Now  I  ask  genllemen  are    Ihey    prepared   to  repeal 
the  navigation  la ivs?     I^et   Iheni  answer  aye  or  nay. 
I  presume  no  man  could  answer  in  Ihe  affirmalivc  — 
but  why  noli'     You  say  it  is  the  right  of  the  Ameri- 
can citizen   to  buy  in  the  market  whore  he  can  buy 
the  cheapest.     This  i3  the  cardinal   rule  which  is  to 
shape  and  govern  all  our'poliry  in  relation  to  trade 
and  manulactitrcs.     This  is  proelauncd  as  the  demo- 
cratic principle.     Now,  you  all    know  full  well  that 
you  can  get   ships  to  transport  your  cotton  to  Liver- 
pool cheaper  a  great  deal  thin  jou  are  forced  to  pay 
tor   employing   American    vessels.     Why  not,  then, 
employ  foreign.'     Why  keep  up  your  navigation  laws 
and  maintain  an  odious  monopoli!  in  favor  of  ^linericnn 
ship  building.     The    soulhein  planter  wants   to  send 
out  his  cotton  as  cheap  as  lie  can,  his  object  is  to  get 
as  much  money  for  it  as  he  can,  but  your  system  of 
discrimiualing   duties   compels   him   to   employ   an 
American  ship,  and  pay  a  higher  freight.     This  must 
be   all    wrong,  if  the   president   and   secretary   arc 
right.     Our  navigation  acts   are   most  wicked  laws, 
a  disgrace    to   the  statute   book,  and    never   should 
have  been  passed.     Thf  south   did  not  always  think 
eo.  Look  at  Ihe  memorial  I  referred  to,  addressed  by 
the  cily  of  Charleston  to  the  first  congre=s.     At  the 
tinie   of  Ihat   masiorial    there    was   no  government 
which  had  power  to   extend    protection   to  our  own 
navigation.     We   had    no   discriminating   duty,  and 
the  consequence  was  that  we   were  driven  from  the 
sea.    On  all  the  broad  expanse  of  the  ocean  the  stars 
and  stripes  were  rarely  seen,  the  fruits  of  American 
agriculture  went  ;ibroad  under   the  protection  of  fo- 
reign flags.     Jjut  how  is  it  now?     Why  is  it  that  our 
Star   Spangled    Banner    is  seen,  and  known,  and  re- 
spected in  e\ery  sea?  What  remote  part  of  the  ocean 
is  not  visited  by  our  gallant  seamen.'     How  comes  it 
that  our  sliips  of  war,  and  our   fine  commercial  ma- 
rine, are  enable  to  traverse  the   pathless  ocean,  and 
lo  bid  defiance  to  Ihe  world.'     How  happened  it  that 
in  the  war  of  1812  the  heart   of  the  nation  beat  fast 
and  high  with  patriotic  delight  when  it  beheld  Ame- 
rican skill  and   bravery  proving  themselves  a  match 
for  the  then  mistress  of  the  seas.     We  owe  this,  we 
owe   all  it  to  our  navigation  laws,  and  lo  the  princi- 
ple of  direct  and   exclusive  protection,  which  they 
gave   and    intended    to   give    to    .■\merican    capital 
and  American  labor.     Has  this  operated  injuriously 
al  Ihe  south?  or  have   Ihcy    not   participated  largely 
and  joyously    in    all    the   national   glory  which  thus 
came   to   bo    inscribed  upon    our  naval  annals?    No 
hearts  beat  higher  than   the   southern    hearts  at  the 
Dews  of  our  naval  victories.     The  men  of  the  south 
in  those  days  did  not  stop   and    calculate  how  much 
cent  per  cent,  these  victories  had  cost  them.     These 
are  calculations  of  modern   tunes.     A   change   has 
come  over  the  spirit  of  theirdream.     Now  the  prin- 
ciple of  protection    is    all    wrong — all  this  has  been 
done  by  the  taxing  power — it  is  all  the  result  of  ex- 
clusive  protection  to   American    manufactures,  and 
the  south  has,  it  now  fancies,  most  of  the  lax  to  pay, 
because   it   has  the  most  produce  to  send  abroad. — 
Why  not,  then,  repeal  these  navi^alinn  laws?     How 
comes  it  that  Mr.  Polk  and  Mr.  W'alker  have  sent  us 
no   rtcommendation    to   repeal    them,  or  to  reduce 
them    too   to   a    revenue   standard.     How  is  it   that 
those  discriminating  duties  were  laid,  and  laid  avoiv- 
edly  for  protection?    The   constitution   says  nothing 
about    navigation    laws    any  more  than  about  a  pro- 
tective tariH'.     Why,  then,  are  not  the  one  as  uncon- 
stitutionly  as  the  other?    The    navigation  laws  have 
been  passed  under  the  conslitutional   power  to  regu- 
late comnierce.     In  tiie  execution  of  that  power  you 
have   improved   your   navigation,  and    the  supreme 
court  has  declared  ihit  the   power  lo  regulate  com- 
merce includes  a    power   to  regulate  the  vehicle  of 
commerce,  and    not  only  so,  but  comnierce  itself — 
But  if  your  doctrine  is  right,  then    1    say  again,  you 
must,  to  be    consistent,  repeal   the    navigation  laws. 
They   operate   accoiding   to   your  theory,  most  op- 
pressively, they  keep   out   British  and  other  foreign 
thip  builders.     'J'liey  have  no  regard  to  the  revenue 
standard;  and  they  forbid    us   to  buy  where  we   can 
buy    the   chespesi.     Let   us  then,   at   once,  subject 
them  lo  the  revenue  standard.     And  what  is  that? — 
Mr.  Walker   says  a   duty   of  one    per   cent.,  if  that 
will  yield   the  most   revenue.     And    how  are  v,o  lo 
find  out  whether  it   will   or  not?     Why  just  by  low- 
ering  the   discriminating   duty,  and  trying  whether 
all  Ihe  shipping  of  the  world  cannot    be  encouraged 
to  come  into  the  ports  t-'i  the  United  States.     When 
this  great  national  obj^^ct  is  allained,  Mr.  President, 
where  is  the  American  marine?  where  the  American 
ship  builders,  where  the  American   seamen,  where 
the  means  of  gladdening  the  American  heart  on  the 
ocean  bj   the   sight  of  the   American   flag?     Gone, 
sir,  gone  forever,  gone  by   tlusnenly    invented  and 
lalsely    denomiiialed,  Anieriean   doctrine.     Destroy 
the  navigation  laws  and  your  days  of  naval  glory  are 
ended. 


How  did  you  get  your  present  immense  coasting 
trade?  By  the  exercise  of  the  same  protective  power 
— the  power  to  regulate  commerce  by  t.Txing  foreign 
shipping  in  favor  of  American  shipping;  you  got  it 
by  making  that  protecti(ui  exclusive  and  absolute. — 
Yet,  according  to  the  new  theory,  who  is  it  that  suf- 
fers under  this  process?  My  constituents,  your  con- 
stituents. According  to  the  secretary's  philosophy, 
you  have  made  then>  pay  the  whole  tax  laid  for 
protection  of  Ameiican  shipping.  Suppose  it  were 
now  proposed  to  us  to  open  the  whole  coasting  trade 
to  the  vessels  of  every  nation;  who  would  gti  for  the 
measure?  None,  not  one.  But  why  nol?  To  lay 
taxes  for  protection  is  said  lo  be  an  unconstitutional 
exercise  of  a  power  given  to  raise  revenue.  Kvery 
cent  of  lax  whieh  duninishes  revenue  is  said  to  he 
unconstitutional.  All  taxes  laid  to  protect  the  things 
taxed  by  keeping  out  the  foreign  article,  arc  uncon- 
stitutional. We  must  not  then  prohibit  foreign  ves- 
sels from  engaging  in  our  coasting  trade.  Nor  may 
we,  as  we  now  do,  by  giving  privileges  lo  American 
shipping  almost  prohibit  foreign  vessels  from  carry- 
ing our  products  abroad-  Oh  no!  All  these  things 
are  unconstitutional.  Are  genllemeau^tviUing  to 
deprive  of  their  present  protection  all  the  men  em- 
ployed in  ship  building?  Will  they  withhold  the 
protection  of  government,  which  these  laws  give, 
from  the  various  and  useful  machanic  arts  em 
ployed  in  this  great  branch  of  American  manufac- 
tures? No,  they  will  not  do  that.  Why,  then,  are  not 
the  artizana  of  Pennsylvania  entitled  to  the  same 
regard? 

The  only  answer  to  this  question  must  be  "It  is 
no  so  provided  in  Ihe  resolutions  of  the  Baltimore 
Convention." 

1  have  tables  before  me  showing  the  value  of,  and 
number  of  hands  employed  in  the  iron  and  coal 
trade  of  Maryland,  in  the  building  and  manufacture 
of  shipping,  cordage,  &.c;  the  whole  value  of  the 
iron  and  coal  trade  of  Pennsylvania,  together  with 
Ihe  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  conveying  these 
products  to  market,  ihe  number  of  persons  employ 
cd  in  that  transportation,  and  the  still  larger  num- 
ber of  those  dependant  upon  their  industry.  All 
these  will  be  prostracled  and  ruined  if  this  bill  shall 
pass.  But  1  will  nol  detain  the  senate  with  these 
stalislirs. 

Nor  shall  I  say  anything  on  the  second  head  of  the 
plan  I  proposed;  and  as  I  have  occupied  so  much  of 
the  senate's  time,  1  will  content  myself  uilh  addin;; 
a  word  or  two  upon  Uie  lliinl  and  last  branch  of  the 
subject. 

iMr.  Presidcnl:  I  want  to  shew  to  the  senate  and 
the  country  what  will  be  our  fiscal  wants. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  whether  we  assumed  as  true 
Ihe  caleulalions  of  the  sccrclary  of  the  treasury,  of 
the  committee  of  finance,  or  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  in  the  other 
house,  the  revenue  to  arise  from  the  bill  now  proposed 
will  fall  far  short  of  meeting  the  wauts  of  Ihe  trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  already  appropriated  §20,- 
175,8yL  The  bills  in  the  other  house  proposed,  bill 
nol  yet  acted  upon,  anionnt  to  $46,590,777 — thai  is 
to  say,  the  amount  actually  appropriated  and  the 
amount  proposed  to  bo  appropriated  make  the  sum 
of  $66,7CG,tl(;0. 

[Mr.  J,  here  gave  the  items,] 

From  these  items,  it  is  evident  that  we  will  and 
must  appropriate  al  least  §33,878,233  more.  Thi-i, 
added  lo  $20,175,691,  the  sum  already  appropriated, 
amounts  lo,  appropriations  certain  at  the  end  of  Ihe 
year,  §54, 054, 189.  These  are  unavoidable  appropri- 
ations; and  there  are  others  which  may  and  probably 
will  be  passed,  and  which  will  swell  the  whole 
amount  to  §66,766,668.  But,  however,  lhat  may  be, 
there  will  be  ihe  certain  sum  of  §54,054.189,  which 
must  be  provided  for. 

Now,  sir,  what  does  our  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  finance  tell  us  this  bill  is  lo  raise?  Twenty- 
seven  or  twenty-eight  millions.  The  secretary  says 
it  will  raise  twenty  seven  millions.  But  say  it  will 
raise  twenty-eight  millions.  Then  I  have  shown 
lhat  there  will  slill  be  a  deficit  to  the  amount  of  the 
difference  between  twenty-eight  ami  fifty-four  mil- 
lions. We  now  owe  seventeen  millions,  this  amount, 
therefore,  is  lo  be  added;  and  so  we  shall  certainly 
owe,  at  the  end  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  a  debl  of 
forty  three  millions,  and  llial  almost  certain  lo  be 
increased  half  a  million  by  Ihe  interest  on  the  trea- 
sury notes  which  we  have  authorised. 

Well,  we  are  lo  have  a  "revenue  .standard"  But 
why  nol  lay  a  lax   upon   imports   suflicient  to  meet 


or  even  any  arbitrary  maximum,  experience  proves 
lhat,  as  a  general  rule,  a  duly  of  twenty  per  cent. 
ad  ralorem  will  yield  the  largest  revenue,"  What 
in  the  name  of  common  sense  does  this  mean?  He 
cannot  mean  what  he  savs,  for  we  have  no  experi- 
ence upon  the  subject.  VVhat  then  does  he  mean? 
lias  naiiiro  herself  fixed  a  standard  of  revenue?  It 
has  been  said,  hcrelurnre,  that  there  is  such  a  thing 
as  "a  natural  rale  of  duly"— a  natural  rale  of  duties 
for  all  revenue  bills  every  where,  in  all  nations,  and 
al  all  times,  a  kind  of  physical  law!  a  law  cslablish- 
ed  for  us  by  our  Creator,  applicable  to  all  commodi- 
ties, under  all  circumstances,  and  all  limes.  Per- 
haps this  IS  what  he  means,  and  thai  twenly  per  cent, 
is  the  guago  wtiich  providence  and  nature  have  or- 
dained. Al  all  events  he  says  lhat  experience  has 
shown  thai  this  is  Ihe  exact  rale  which  yields  the 
greatest  amount  of  revenue.  It  is  plain  lhat  the 
chairman  of  ihe  committee  on  finance  does  not 
think  so,  for  he  has  gone  above  it  and  below  it,  and 
his  object  is  only  revenue.  He,  it  seems,  has  ascer- 
tained, that  by  Uying  more  than  twciitj-  per  cent, 
or  less  than  twenly  per  cent,,  he  can  get  more  re- 
venue, than  by  conforming  himself  lo  that  sacred 
myslieal  number,  twenly  per  cent.  1  tried  in  vain 
to  find  out  what  the  secretary  intends.  I  do  not 
understand  him,  and  I  never  expect  to  understand 
him. 

But  1  find  myself  forced  lo  bring  these  remarks  lo 
a  conclusion  without  saying  much  that  I  had  design- 
ed and  wished  to  say.  Aud  1  add  only  a  word  or  two 
more. 

Mr,  President,  if  1  know  myself,  and  I  hope  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  the  remark,  1  would  not  for  Ihe  ac- 
complishment of  mere  parly  purposes,  address  any- 
thing to  Ihe  scnale  of  the  United  Slates,  wliich  I  did 
not  most  sincerely  believe,  and  such,  1  am  persiiad- 
ed,  is  the  sentiment  of  every  member  of  this  body. 
There  are  higher  duties  to  be  discharged  here,  than 
those  connected  with  mere  honest  attachment  lo 
parly,  and  senators  on  the  other  side,  1  am  sure, 
hare  with  me  in  the  conviction.  We  difi'er  only  in 
he    mode   of  serving   our   common   country.      We 


think  upon  this  side  of  the  chamber,  Ihal'lhe  hill 
upon  the  table,  is  destructive  of  the  best  interesls 
of  the  country,  as  regards  both  the  wealth  and  the 
laborers  engaged  in  our  domestic  industry.  Sena- 
tors on  the  oppo.«ile  side,  think  differently;' or  olher- 

wise,  it   is    impossible   they    wouhl    pass  this  bill, 

Now  the  remark  1  wish  to  make,  is  ihis;  that  if  I 
could  not  and  did  not  look  beyond  parly,  I  should 
greatly  rejoice  in  the  [lassage  ol  this  bill.  I  vcnluro 
10  say,  though  nol  m  Ihe  habit  of  making  predictions 
if  this  bill  passes,  the  days  of  dem  icralic  progress 
forward,  upward,  every  way  but  downward  are  at 
an  end.  But  hoping  as  1  do,  lhat  there  is  an  equally 
solicitous  desire  on  the  part  of  our  opponents,  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  our  common  counlrv  lo  secure 
the  rights  in  which  we  all  share,  to  mainl'ain  unsul- 
lied the  honor  in  which  we  all  participate,  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  they  and  we  should  be  s.ili9fie'd,  either 
lhat  our  view  is  rignt,  or  lhat  theirs  is  right.  S,) 
far,  however,  we  have  not  been  favored,  except  as 
to  the  mere  fiscal  operation  of  the  bill,  with  any 
exposition  of  the  views  of  our  friends  on'the  other 
side.  We  are  forced,  therefore,  to  act  with  the  aid 
only  of  such  lights  as  our  own  experience  and  judg- 
ment afford. 

These  conduct  us  to  the  conclusion  Ihal,  if  this 
bill  shall  become  a  law,  it  will  rum  not  only  the 
hundred' of  thousands  engaged  in  the  labor  of  the 
land,  but  the  value  ol  the  land  itself;  lhat  it  will 
bring  ruin  lo  the  manufacturer;  ruin  lo  the  agricul- 
turist; ruin  to  the  pinnter;  ruin  lo  public  credit,  ruin 

to  the  peace,  comforl,  and    virtues  of  the  people. 

We  believe  it  will  prostrate  nine-tenths  of  ihe  la- 
borers of  llic  land;  lhat  it  will  destroy  those  who 
assist  us  in  paying  taxes,  in  building  school  houses, 
in  ereclinf^  churches,  an  I  in  sustaining  the  flig  and' 
honor  of  the  nation.  Plenty  will,  we  think,  he  src- 
cecded  by  want;  industry  and  virtue  give  place  to 
idleness  and  vice;  prosperous  villages  be  made  de- 
solate; flourishing  establishments  perish,  public  and 
individual  debts  increase.  I  appeal,  Ihen,  lo  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  Ihe  chamber,  I  ap- 
peal lo  llicin  in  the  spirit  and  wisdom  of  their  an- 
ceslors,  lo  forbear.  1  appeal  to  iheni  in  behalf  of 
thousands  of  their  fellow  citizens,  lo  forbear.  I  ap- 
peal to  Ihem,  as  they  prefer  industry  to  idleness, 
happiness  to  misery,  virtue  lo  vice,  to  lorbear.  Do, 
1  implore  jou,  them  and  you,  Mr.  President,  leave 
the  American  laborer  as  you  behold  him,  peaceful 
and  hafipy,  enjoying  the  reward  of  honest  industry, 
and  feeling  the  conscious  pride  that  he  is  contribut- 
ing to  his  country's  «ealih  and  power.  Drive  him 
this  amount?  "It  will  not  answer  at  Ihe  south."  it  I  nol,  1  beseech  you,  lo  wantand  madness.  Leave  him, 
is  said  lhat  lo  lay  more  las  would  lessen  imporla- I  as  jnii  find  him,  contented  and  a  good  citizen,  and 
tions.  The  secretary  says  in  his  report,  (what  I  |  we  shall  return  lo  our  homes,  one  and  all,  wiihlhe 
have  tried  in  vain  to  unlerslaiid)  that  "whilst  it  is  i  blessings  of  thousands  on  our  heads,  and  the  blessings 
impossible  to  adopt  any   horizontal   scale  of  duties,   of  Heaven  on  our  country. 
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"AKMY  OF  OCCUFATION." 

We  ha-.-  nothing  new  (ram  General  Taylor's  corps,  lo 
rrpnn  ihis  week.  The  discharge  of  Louisiana  and 
Alabama  volunieers,  and  iheir  reiurn  h"me,  occupies 
the  southern  papers  for  the  time  being, — and  much  dis- 
satisfaction is  expressed  on  all  hands. 

The  difficulties  with  which  this  wnole  system  ol  volun- 
teer forces  is  surrounded,  can  hardly  be  appreciated  by 
tliose  thai  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  how 
ii  works,  and  how  it  will  not  work.  The  tmbarrassmen', 
which  government  would  have  (oencoun'er  in  the  in- 
Piaiice  of  these  very  men,  was  distinctly  loreshadowed 
in  reiiiaiks  which  we  submitted  at  the  lime  they  were 
bein"  enib  idled.  The  secreiary  of  war  is  now  heavily 
rensured,  and  the  treasury  of  the  Union  severely  taxed, 
—the  gallant  troops  that  wailed  for  nothing  but  to  ascer- 
tain tlTat  the  army  of  the  nation  was  surrounded  with 
difficulties,  and  ihreniened  with  destruction,  to  induce 
them  to  seize  their  arms  and  repair  lo  the  scene  of  dan- 
ger, after  spending  just  sufficient  lime  lo  completely  or- 
gan'ize,  discipline,  and  fu  them  for  action — not  a  day  loo 
much  for  that— are  now  discharged,  without  having  seen 
an  enemy.  . 

The  seceiary  of  war  had  dimcullies  to  encounter, 
take  whal  course  he  would.  To  discharge  ihese  forces, 
must  have  been  unpleasant  to  him.  But  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  army  was  imperaiive.  The  twelve  months' 
volunteers  were  crowding  toward  Gen.  Taylor's  lines, 
already  incommoded  with  more  troops  than  he  had  the 
means  of  iraii.'^porlinr,  or  of  provisioning,  in  an  enemy's 
country,  beyond  the  margin  of  navigation.  Odier  offi- 
cers, proud  of  their  distinc:ion,  lead  these  new  levies.  It 
wi  I  lake  as  long,  at  least,  to  organize,  disciplne,  and  fit 
these  forces  for  efficient  service  in  the  field,  as  was  ex- 
pended upon  the  volunteers  now  discharged. 

Gen.  Taylor  at  the  last  dale.",  was  urgiiis  on 
ihe  siiiiplies  to«ard.s  Camargo  ».s  expeditiously  as  he  had 
it  in  his  power  The  roads  had  been  impassable,  and 
by  the  river,  he  had  as  yet  an  inadequate  supply  of  light 
draught  steamers  to  get  his  troops  and  munitions  lo  that 

The  following  are  the  latest  we  have  from  the  Rio 
Grande. 

'■CamaR«o,  (Mexico,)  July  23.— We  are  furnishing 
tr.insportaiion  for  the  army,  and  securing  supplies  of  f  jr- 
aoe  on  the  route  to  Monterey.  We  have  contracted  tor 
1^0110  loa.OOO  mules,"  (anoilier  letter  fixes  it  positively  at 
({.."iuO)  "with  ihe  packing  equipments  complele;  and 
these,  with  ihcSOO  \mgons  expected  here,  will  be  ample 
for  the  marching  columns.  A  laige  portion  of  ihe  19,U00 
men  ol  this  corps  d'armcs  will  be  left  at  the  different 
depo's  and  entrepots,  from  Biazos  Santiago  to  China, 
about  60  miles  from  this  place  on  Ihe  route  to  Monte- 

"The  troops  are  now  fast  arriving  here  in  our  steam- 
bo.its;  and  the  General  will,  in  all  probabiliiy,  move  for- 
ward from  here  about  the  middle  of  next  month, — 
f  August.)  Now  comes  the  commencement  of  those  op- 
erations which  will  require  all  the  capacity,  skill,  and 
eneri'y  of  our  General  to  accomplish.  Tiic  great  diffi- 
rulii~s  of  an  army  invading  Mexico  begin  here.  So  far. 
every  thing  has  favored  Gen.  Taylor,  and  he  has  acquir- 
ed not  only  a  most  enviable  r  putation,  but  his  good  for- 
tune has  become  a  proverb.  I  hope,  of  course,  for  his 
further  success;  but  in  order  lo  secuie  it,  the  most  care- 
ful cnmbinaiionB  of  every  kind,  preparatory  to  the 
march,  are  absolutely  necessary.  Too  niTich  haste  may 
prove  as  great  an  evil  as  a  fauliy  tardiness.  It  takes  time 
lor  the  uqiosiu-  arrangements  lor  the  iraiisportaiion  re- 
quired for  so  many  men,  suddenly  collected  here.  Mean- 
time, ihe  General  is  impatient  of  the  least  delay,  and  the 
officcr.s  of  our  deparimcnt  are  incessantly  occupied  in 
preparations. 

Ezlractqf  a  kilerfrom  Col  Whiling,  dated  Matamoros, 
iSlliJulij,  I8'I6. 

■■The  subsistence  General  Taylor  called  for— that  is, 
300,lj00  rations — is  now  at  or  near  Camargo.  We  are 
now  ihrowing  up  forage,  ammiinilion,  and  other  sup- 
plies—the  boats  taking  moderate  loads  in  order  toaccorn- 
IModate  troops. 

"A  coni|iany  of  Texan  rangers  came  into  Camargo 
a  few  days  since,  having  started  from  San  Antonio  de 
liexar,  ci-isscd  liie  Kio  Grande  at  L'lredo,  and  [lasscd 
through  Mier.  In  thus  descending  the  rifthl  bank,  it  mei 
with  no  molesiaiioii,saw  no  rising  for  defence,  but  found 
all  things  in  Iraiiquiliiy." 

Jjxtracl  iif  a  Uller  Jrom  Col.  Henry  Widting,  dated  Ma- 
tamuron,  July  31.  1846. 
"General  Taylor  iiaa  just  issued  an  order  directing  the 
ri  inainnig  Irnops  lo  move  up  lo  Camargo  without. delay. 
■II, r  :  ,i  ,-.  i- I,  i.  ,neri,  will  In:  inadequate.  To  remedy 
i„     I       ,  ,        ,    ,  1,1  hire  all  ihe  mules  he  can.     The  last 

rt|i.i    I;    -I I  go  is  favorable.     A  contract  has  been 

in  iili:  I  ,  I  I  -  ■  :  liMiidred  mulcB  and  packs  complele. — 
General  Taylor  goes  lo  Camargo  in  a  few  da.vs,  when  I 
shall  iminedialely  follow  lo  complele  oil  arrangemenia. 
Iloise  allocs  are  now  coming  ir — .ve  were  likely  to  siid'er 
loi  iliem  and  for  forijcs.  Forage  and  subsisleneo  is 
nlmndaiii.  The  Uui:ed  States  steamer  Neva  sunk  on 
her  way  lip  to  Caniargo,  with  cargo  on  hoard.  No  lives 
lo-.t,  but  iiiucli  company  liaggage  and  .supplies." 

KxrtJDiTiON  AQAi.N.-iT  Santa  Fk.  The  last  accounts 
wc  have  Irom  Fori  l.nnVHinvorih  are  up  to  the  9lh  insl. 
fJeven  companieH  had  arrived  nt  ihe  firi,  and  iliree  more 
wore  expected,  to  complele  the  rocimonl.  The  suvon 
compnnii-'3  had   voted   In  field   ofriccrt,   and   Sterling 


Price,  ex-member  of  Congress  had  been  elected  Colonel 
of  Ihe  regiment,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  tlie  companies 
present.  The  companies  to  arrive  could  not,  of  course, 
although  privileged  to  vote,  change  the  result.  "The  bt. 
Louis  Republican  stales  that  the  election  of  Col.  P.  vyas 
forced  upon  the  regiment  bv  an  uninisiakalile  indmation 
that  it  would  be  disbanded  if  he  was  not  chosen.  A 
private  in  one  of  the  companies  named  Allen  was  elect- 
ed Lieut.  Colonel  over  D.  D.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  of  St^Louis. 
the  person  desiirnaled  by  President  Polk  for  the  office,  by 
a  majority  of  90  voles.  I'our  of  the  companies  were  to 
leave  the  fort,  on  their  hue  of  march,  on  the  lOih  inst.; 
the  other.)  were  to  follow  as  soon  after  as  they  could  be 
furnished  with  iransporialion  (or  provisions,  &c. 

F'our  companies,  composing  a  separate  battalion  of  ar- 
tillery, were  also  dailv  expected  at  ihe  fort. 

Lieut.  Col.  .\llen,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  in  command  of 
the  five  hundred  Mormon  volmiteers,  was  siill  at  the 
fort.  There  was  much  bad  feeling  between  this  corps 
and  the  other  volunteers.  Lieut.  Colonel  A.  and  his 
command  were  lo  take  up  the  line  of  march  on  the  12ih 
inst. 

SnU  later  accounts  from  Fort  Leavenworth  are  up  to 
ih3  llth  inst.  About  one  thousand  .nore  Mormons  had 
arrived  at  the  fort,  in  hopes  of  being  mustered  inlo  the 
Umteu  Sldtes  service.  Two  of  the  additional  companies 
of  volunte^s  had  arrived  at  ihe  fori,  and  Colonel  Price's 
reRiment  marched  out  on  the  lOih  inst.     • 


Alexa;.dbia,  D.  C— Retrocession  question  The 
Presideritof  the  United  Slates  has  appoinied  the  follow- 
ino  named  centlemen,  commissioners  for  laking  the  vote 
of'ihe  people  of  Alexandria  on  the  subjeci  of  the  retro- 
c.-s=ionnf  that  city  to  Virginia;  George  W.  P.  CtJSTis, 
RoBT  Brockett,  Geo-  W.  D.  Ra.visey,  Jas.  Roach, 
and  Geo.  H.  S.vioot,  E^qrs.  'I'he  act  of  congress  au- 
thorizing the  retrocession  leaves  it  with  Ihe  majority  of 
the  citizens  of  Alexandria  to  decide  for  or  against  the 
proposed  change. 

Col.  Ballie  Peytos,  when  the  Louisiana  volunteers 
were  disbanded,  did  not  reiurn  wilh  his  regiment,  but 
proceeded  at  once  to  Matamoros  and  joined  Gen.  Tay- 
lor's staff  as  a  volunteer  aid.  Since  then  he  has  been 
elected  lieut.  colonel  of  one  of  ihe  fine  volunteer  regi- 
menisfrom  Tennessee,  his  native  slate. 

Yellow  fever.  The  Briiish  steamer  Vesuvius,  reach- 
ed Bermuda  on  the  1  lih  inst.,  having  twenty-seven  cases 
of  yellow  fever  on  board,  besides  losing  ten  of  her  crew 
with  the  disease,  on  her  passage  from  Vera  Cruz.  The 
captain  reports  that  the  fever  had  broken  out  on  board 
the  American  squadron  and  the  British  frigate  Endy- 
mion,  off  Vera  Cruz. 

Business  CIRCLES  This  is  usually  the  dullest  season 
of  the  year,  and  but  little  is  doing.  Prospects  are  rather 
gloomy.  The  leduciion  in  the  prices  and  value  of  the 
stock  of  merchandise  in  the  hands  of  importers,  dea- 
lers, and  retailers,  occasioned  hv  a  material  diminution 
of  import  duties,  and  ihc  probability  of  a  heavy  impor- 
tation of  foreign  «  ares,  at  reduced  rales,  a.s  soon  as  the 
new  tariff  goes  into  operation,  say,  1st  December  next, 
will  afTect  Ihe  amount  of  the  ensuing  fall  business,  very 
materially.  Dispositions  are  now  making  in  the  import- 
ing cities  lor  the  leception  of  the  merchants  from  the  in- 
tenor,  and  in  a  few  days,  fall  sales  will  commence, 
indeed  the  Baltimore  American  of  yesterday  says  they 
have  C'jmmenced. 

Meaniime,  Ihose  who  have  been  purchasing  Ihe  pro- 
duce of  ihe  interior,  and  shipping  ii  abr,)ad,  are  receiv- 
ing very  discouraging  accounts  of  the  proceeds.  Heavy 
losses  are  ascertained  in  many  cases,  and  some  consi- 
dorahle  failures  have  already  taken  place  in  New  York, 
IJallimore,  and  olher  ciiies.  The  arrival  of  country  mer- 
chaiiis  with  funds  from  the  interior  for  ihe  purchase  of 
fall  supplies  and  for  "paying  of}',"  it  is  to  be  hoped  will 
revive  afiliirs  somewhat. 

Exchange,  remain  fair,  both  foreign  and  domestic. 

Slocks,  as  usual,  have  their  ups  and  downs.  No  ma- 
terial variations  to  report-. 

Flour,  continues  to  decline.  The  Raliimore  inspec- 
tions ol  last  week  comprise  14,661  bbls.  Thursd^iy 
nioriiing's  Philadelphia  papers  quote  it  at  Ii3.62;a3.87i, 
and  heavy  at  that. 

Wheat,  in  the  Baliimore  nniked  "SaSOc.  for  prime 
red;  inferior  to  good  65a70. 

Tobacco,  continues  to  accumulate  in  the  A'arcliouses, 
and  prices  have  again  receded.  The  inspections  in 
Baltimore  last  week,  amoiinied  to  1,610  hhds..  including 
912  .Maryland,  096  Ohio,  3  Kentucky,  and  20  Missouri. 

0,  .S,  TREASURY  DRAFTS,  have  made  ilieir  appearance 
in  Wall  street,  and  produced  quite  a  sensntioii,  boih  in  ihe 
money  and  ihe  poliiical  circles.  They  appear  lo  have 
been  prepared,  and  some  of  iliem  are  dated,  anterior  to 
the  passage  of  ihe  law  which  is  said  to  atnhorise  their 
issue.  Anii-adminisiration  journals  maintain  that  the 
law  not  only  does  not  authorise  such  an  issue,  bui  that 
a  motion  made  to  amend  the  bill  by  including  such  a 
liower,  was  voted  down  by  a  large  majority,  thus  in  ef- 
fect fbrbiding  such  issues.  They  arc  said  to  be  elegant- 
ly engraved,  and  will,  no  doubt,  soon  constitute  a  ma- 
terial paitol  the  circulation  of  the  country. 

RErnE,\TiOM.  President  Polk  nnd  family  embarked 
on  Wednesday  on  a  trip  lo  Old  Point  Comfort.  The 
Right  Hon.  Mr.  I'ulienham,  British  minister,  is  off  for 
Canada. 


Custom  House  Officers. — By  a  la'A'  passed  at  the 
late  session,  all  Collectors  and  Custom  House  Officers 
will  be  reqiiifed  to  pay  over  their  fees  (hitherto  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  officers)  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  U.  States.  The  same  act  requires  that  an  offi- 
cer serving  less  than  a  year,  shall  be  paid  only  for  the 
time  serving.  Hitherto  the  Collector  has  secured  his 
salary  for  the  year  from  his  fees  and  at  once.  Here- 
after it  will  be  paid  quarterly. — Pkilftdelphia  Ledger. 

NAVAL     JOURNAL  ,  —  OFFICIAL. 

General  Order. — Vacancies  in  the  grade  of 
masters  may  be  filled  by  the  oldest  passed  midshipman 
who  are  worthy  of  advancement. 

The  fitness  of  the  senior  passed  midshipmen  for  ad- 
vancement may  be  established  by  an  examination,  or 
by  the  records  of  the  department,  or  by  the  testimony 
of  the  officers  under  whom  they  have  served,  or  in 
such  other  manner  as  may  be  deemed  proper.  Those 
who  may  be  found  not  suited  to  be  advanced,  may  be 
placed  on  furlough  or  dropped  from  the  list. 

The  masters  thus  appointed  will  receive  regular 
warrents,  and  will  also  remain  in  the  line  of  promo- 
tion. George  Bancroft. 

J\'avy  Department,  .iugml  14,    1846. 

Indian  Journal. 

Indian  Council  of  Cattaraugus  Reservation. 

The  general  Council  of  the  Seneca  Nation  opened 
at  the  Cattaraugus  Reservation  on  the  3d  of  June 
and  was  continued  three  days.  The  Council  was 
largely  attended,  and  representations  were  present 
from  the  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  and  Tonnawanda  Res- 
ervations. There  were  present  also,  Hon.  G.  W. 
Clinto.v,  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  U.  States, 
Hon.  Judge  Love,  Mr.  Osborne,  the  U.  S.  Agent  of 
the  Seneca  Nation,  and  a  committee  of  men  and  wo- 
men. Friends,  from  the  yearly  meetings,  who  have  for 
some  years  past  extended*care  to  tl  ese  Indians.  In 
this  Council  many  subjects  of  high  import  to  these  peo- 
ple were  opened  and  fully  discussed.  The  Indions 
taking  a  large  part  in  the  deliberations  on  matters 
brought  before  the  Assembly,  and  we  understand  the 
business  was  finally  brought  to  a  close  in  a  manner 
generally  satisfactory  to  the  parties  concerned. 

On  the  part  of  the  Friends,  arrangements  were  en- 
entered  into,  for  the  continuation  of  tbe  Mutual  La- 
bor Female  School  at  this  Reservation,  where  an  av- 
erage of  about  3IJ  young  females  are  boarded,  and  in- 
structed in  all  the  various  bi'anches  of  household  bus- 
iness calculated  to  render  Ibem  good  house-keepers.— 
This  system  is  rapidly  gaining  the  confidence  and  ap- 
proval of  the  Indians,  and  is  certainly  calculated  to 
effect  highly  beneficial  results  among  tliem,  by  diffus- 
ing throughout  their  families,  a  knowledge  of  the 
requisite  domestic  duties  to  render  their  families 
comfortable,  as  well  as  rapidly  promote  their  civili- 
zation. At  the  Council  last  year,  the  Friends  advised 
them  to  withdraw  their  females  from  field  labors  and 
employ  them  hereafter  in  the  more  appropriate  busi- 
ness connected  with  their  domestic  afliiirs — -tliis  they 
agreed  to,  and  have  to  a  considerable  extent  ah'eady 
done. 

During  their  late  visit,  the  female  Friends  of  tlie 
Committee,  made  an  impressive  address  to  the  Indian 
women,  in  relation  to  their  appropriate  duties  and 
proper  sphere  for  them  to  act  in;  this  was  well  receiv- 
ed and  appeai-ed  to  have  a  powerful  effect.  Several 
of  the  Chiefs  expressed  their  full  approbation  of  the 
recommendation  to  place  their  women  in  tlie  rank  and 
station  proposed,  and  to  relieve  them  hereafter  from 
toilsome  labors.  One  chief  declared  he  believed  and 
always  had  believed,  women  were  not  only  better, 
but  wiser  than  men,  and  he  trusted  their  women  here- 
after, would  be  placed  in  a  position  to  exercise  the 
valuable  qualifications  which  God  had  given  them, 
and  be  permitted  to  unite  in  the  general  and  social 
concerns  of  the  nation.  .\nd  perhaps  for  the  first  time 
in  Inilian  tielibcrative  affairs,  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed composed  equally  of  Indian  men  and  women 
lo  have  a  general  care  of  the  School,  established  by  the 
Friends. 

Upon  the  whole,  says  the  Buffalo  Advertiser,  to 
which  we  are  indebted  for  these  details,  we  think  this 
has  been  a  highly  interesting  council  and  Will  be  fol- 
lowed by  great  benefits.  These  Indians  are  rapidly 
improving  in  their  agriculture  as  well  as  in  their  mor- 
al and  social  habits.  Many  of  them  are  industrious, 
and  as  there  is  no  spirituous  liquor  permitted  to  be 
brought  upon  the  Reservation,  they  are  necessarily  so- 
ber. We  have  ample  notes  of  the  speeches  made  and 
will  hereafter  lav  some  of  them  before  our  readers. 
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THE    r.\ST THE    PRESEIHT FOR    THE    FUTURE. 


rKlMTED   A\"D   rUBLlSHED,   EVERT    SATORDAT,   BT   JEREMIAH    HUGHES,    EDITOR   AIJD   FROrRIETOR,   AT    FIVK   DOLLARS    PER    ANNUM,   PAYABLE  IN   ADTANCE. 


WAR    WITH    MEXICO. 


Anutuek  EEVOLtlloN.— The  lung  l.iokecl-lbr  "prunun- 
ciameiiio"  in  favnr  uT  Santa  Anna,  nnd  ajininst  rmedef, 
has  bei'P  miide  by  Voni  Cruz  and  iUl'  gariisoii  of  the 
Castle  nt  S.in  Juan  dc  Ullua. 

Intelligence  of  this  event  nachcil  Havana  by  the  Rri- 
lish  steamer  Dee. 

Santa  Assa,  accompanied  by  Gen.  .'\lmo.\'te  and  Se- 
nor  Rejok,  un  icceiving  tlii.s  inteijigoiice,  immediately 
embarked  from  Havana  in  the  steamer  Arab,  (or  Vera 
Cruz,  where  they  e.specled  to  arrive  on  the  14th  Inst. 

It  Is  a  remarkable  coincidence,  that  just  as  the  steam- 
er Princeton  was  denionstraied  to  be  of  all  the  vessels 
of  the  squadron  :lie  most  eRicieni  in  bluckading  thi  port 
of  Vera  Cruz,  and  was  pnrforniins;  prodiaies  in  that  ser- 
vice, all  at  once  she  was  detached  by  Commodore  Con- 
ner, and  arrives  ai  Peiisacnia  with  imp. irtant  despatches 
for  our  goveinment-  The  tSriiish  steamer  Dee  must  h  ive 
left  Vera  Cruz  very  speeddv  after  the  Princeton.  The 
niesaenier  dcspaielied  by  Pre?idoiil  Polk  with  instruc- 
tions to  Commodore  Co\ni:r  respecting  tile  propositions 
lo  the  Mexican  government  to  send  a  minister  to  nego- 
tiate for  peace,  if  he  lias  good  lock,  will  reat-h  ^'era 
Cruz  about  ihesaine  time  that  Santa  An)ia  calculated 
to  arrive  there.  We  say  if  he  has  good  luck,  tor  the  N. 
Orleans  '■Picayune"  furni.-hes  rather  un  unlavoiable  ac- 
count ol  ills  progress.    Tliat  paper  says — 

"We  staled  in  the  Picayune  a  few  days  since  that  a 
bearer  of  detpaichrs  for  Cum.  Conner  had  arrived  at 
Pensacola,  and  iliat  ilie  Wolcoii,  revenue  cuiter,  Capt. 
Faiio,  had  received  orders  lo  pmceed  to  the  Gulf  with 
him.  She  wi  nt  to  sea  <.n  Monday  last,  but  the  captain 
fearing  the  approach  of  a  storm,  put  back,  and  Mr.  Ha- 
bersham, U.  S.  navy,  the  bearer  of  the  despaiches,  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  this  city,  where  he  arrived  yesterday. 
He  will  proceed  to  the  Brazos  to-day,  and  from  iheneu 
proceed  in  one  of  the  revenue  cutlers  at  that  point  to 
Vera  Cruz.'' 

There  was  a  report  widely  circula'cd  some  time  since. 
that  I\Ir.  Sl:dell,  a  connection  n\  the  late  minister  to 
Mexico,  had  been  despatched  lo  the  Inland  of  Cuba  by 
our  government,  and  it  was  inferred  that  his  object  was 
10  ascertain  the  views  of  die  illusirious  Me.\ican  exiles 
there,  in  relation  to  aflairs  between  Mexico  and  the 
United  Stales.  The  Washington  ''Union"  promptly 
and  empliaiically  contradicted  the  insinuation  at  the 
lime- 
But  lo  return  lo  the  news  from  Mexico,  furnished 
by  this  arrival  of  the  Dee,  at  Havana.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  prominent  item'.: 

Mexico,  July  7.  The  following  decree, sanction- 
ed by  the  uriny,  is  published: 

"'J'hc  present  extraordinary  congress  possesses  the 
powers  conferred  upon  the  chambers  of  the  nalional 
congress  by  articles  7G,  77,  and  78  of  the  organic 
bases  " 

ATiliotinl  dehl.  On  the  10th,  there  appeared  in  the 
official  paper  another  decree,  regulating  the  payment 
of  the  nalional  debt.  It  establislies  a  general  fund  of 
50  per  cent,  of  all  the  duties  on  imports  received  at 
the  maritime  and  frontier  custom-houses  of  the  re- 
public for  the  immediate  pay  ment  of  interest  (redilos) 
and  successive  instalments  (amoitizalion.j  The  dis- 
tribution of  the  said  fund  will  be  as  follows:  1-  The 
diplomatic  conventions  will  be  complied  with,  ac- 
cording lo  their  terms,  a-i  originally  agreed  on. — 
2.  There  will  be  paid  lo  the  holders  of  the  foreign 
debt,  20  per  cent,  of  the  importdnties  at  the  custom- 
houses of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico.  And  3-  The 
residue  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  interior 
consolidated  and  deferred  debt. 

Opming  ]torts.  On  the  same  day  was  published  a 
decree  permitting  foreign  and  iMe.iican  vessels  from 
foreign  ports,  during  the  continuance  of  the  block- 
ade, to  enter  and  discharge  at  the  ports  of  Alvarado, 
Tuspan,  Goatzaciialcos,  Solo  la  Marina,  aud  Teco- 
luta,  in  the  Mexican  gulf,  provided  they  find  it  im- 
possible to  enter  the  regularly  authorised  ports- 

They  write  from  Monterey  that  the  work  of  forti- 
fying that  town  continues  with  energy.  Marlial  law 
bad  been  proclaimed,  and  there  was  much  enthusiasm 
against  the  invaders. 

Chihuahua,  July  7.  Our  enemies  on  the  East  are 
the  four  tribes  of  Camanches,  with  their  allies,  the 
Cahiguas  and  others;  on  the  North,  the  Apachas, 
subdivided  into  nine  tribes,  more  numerous  in  popu- 
lation than  the  Camanches  On  the  same  side,  also, 
are  the  Anglo-Americans,  recked  in  the  cradle  of  the 
Indian  whom  he  abhors,  and  nurtured  wilh  the  blood, 
and  sweat  of  the  negro  whom  he  despises. 

[The  governor  afid  commandant  general  of  Chihua 
hua,  under  date  of  July  lOlh,  informs  the  goernor 
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of  the  department  of  Zacatecas,  on  what  ho  deems 
unquestionable  aulhorily,  that  GOO  men,  the  vanguard 
of  an  American  army  (iOOO  strong,  destined  for  the 
invasion  of  Chihuahua,  hid  made  Iheir  appearance 
on  the  river  ISeimejo.  He  declares  his  determina- 
tion to  resist  the  invasion  by  every  moans  in  his 
power.  At  the  same  lime  he  calls  earnestly  fur  as- 
sistance.] 

Mexico,  July  21.  The  Diario  del  Gubierno  says— 
"Two  brigades  completely  ei|uipped,  have  already 
left  this  capital  for  San  Luis  Potobi,  and  in  a  shorl 
lime  the  Provisional  President  (Paredes)  will  depart 
with  the  remainder  of  the  army  of  reserve. 

In  Ihe  equipment  of  these  forces,  including  horses, 
clothing,  trains,  and  munitions  more  Ihan  S?-00,000 
has  been  expended  within  these  last  months;  all  of 
which  has  been  collected  and  paid;  so  that  nothing 
of  any  importance  remains  due.  Moreover  ttie  trea 
sury  of  the  army  has  received  considerable  sums  in 
cash,  and  in  orders  on  the  capitalists  of  the  interior 
departments,  which  have  been  successfully  negotia- 
ted. In  this  way,  subsistence  has  been  provided  for 
the  army  a  long  time  lo  come,  which  is  to  rendez- 
vous in  San  Luis  Polosi  to  the  number  of  10,000 
men.  This  force,  wilh  the  addition  uf  the  troops  in 
the  North,  will  make  quite  a  respectable  army. 

All  necessary  measures  have  been  taken  here,  to 
secure  to  the  troops  at  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico, 
the  regular  payment  of  their  dues;  and  also,  that 
the  corps  now  actively  forming,  may  be  promptly 
paid. 

In  the  midst  of  these  attentions,  the  public  ofTicers 
as  yet  receive  their  salaries  piinclually,  although  re- 
duced in  amount,  by  reason  of  the  circumslanres  in 
which  the  republic  is  placed.  'J'he  government  has 
secured  the  means  of  defraying  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  government  during  all  Ihe  present  year,  and  also  j 
for  the  extraordinary  war  expenses,  without  burden- 
ing the  people  with  new  contributions,  or  the  treasu- 
ry with  new  loans. 

Thus  the  nalion  will  see  that  the  government  has 
not  made  use  of  the  extraordinary  powers  conferred  I 
upon  It  by  congress  for  providing  means  to  carry  on  ' 
the  war.  Our  unjust  invaders,  who  in  the  delirium 
of  their  ambition,  have  proclainied  thai  our  want  of 
resources  would  make  us  slaves  without  a  conflict, 
will  find  that  the  Mexican  nation  has  great  resources 
in  the  interior,  and  that  lliey  will  be  siifiiuieni  in  any 
event — for  the  administrative  order  and  moral  power 
of  the  government  increase  them.  The  goveriunent 
of  the  United  Stales,  with  a  little  reflection,  will  per- 
ceive that  the  war  which  it  wages  against  us,  is  not 
to  be  terminated  by  a  conquest  of  our  country,  but 
by  honorable   propositions  of  peace. 

Atumaled  by  palriotisui,  the  governors  of  depart- 
nienls,  and  the  illustrious  clergy  of  the  republic,  will 
nobly  aid  the  government  wilh  the  resources  it  has 
asked  of  them;  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  Ihey  will 
do  it  promptly  and  cheerfully;  and  the  commandant 
generals,  following  the  example  of  morality  and  good 
government  set  by  the  chief  magistrate,  will  co- 
operate, as  might  be  expected  from  their  civic  vir- 
tues— that  by  economy  the  sacrifices  of  the  nation 
may  be  less. 

The  problem  that  the  Mexican  government  can  live 
upon  its  interior  resources,  and  sustain  the  war,  even 
Ihcugh  it  should  be  conlinued  five  years,  is  no.v  solv- 
ed. And  it  is  also  seen  that  at  the  same  time  it  has 
been  able  lo  decree  the  payment  of  it' cieditors. — 
The  last  arrangement  of  the  debts,  which  is  a  proof 
of  the  good  faith  and  probity  of  the  government,  in- 
demnifies them  fully  lor  the  sacrifices  whiifh  they 
made  during  the  short  period  of  suspension  necessary 
only  for  Ihe  moment. 

July  22.  Left  the  capital  fur  the  interior,  the  2d  brigade, 
of  l.'-iOtJ  men,  of  all  arms,  with  seveo  pieces  of  artillery, 
500  horses,  -100  mules,  wilh  ammuuiiion  and  warlike 
stores.  The  1st  brigade  had  left  on  the  18th,  in  the  di- 
rection of  Maiamoros,  under  command  of  Gen.  Garcia 
Gonde. 

The  insurgents  of  Guadalaxara  by  a  surprise  assas- 
sinated the  trurps  of  General  Aravalo;  hut  the  papers 
siale  nottiing  positive  as  to  the  fate  of  the  General  him- 
self ('file  commander  of  the  steamer  says  he  was  killed. 
Letieis  from  Mexico  also  siuie  that  he  lost  his  life.) 

July  2i.  When  was  ever  the  nalion  in  more  deplo- 
rable eiieumsiances  than  ihe  present?  "Her  territory 
dismembered-  [says  the  .Assembly  vi  Z  ieaiec;isl  by  ihe 
excision  of  Yucaian,  and  nerliaps  of  boih  ihe  Califor- 
nias;  the  vast  teriitory  of  I'exas  usurped,  and  that  of 
Tamaulipaa  and    Nueva   Leon    occupied    by   forei^'ii 


iroops;  ihedcpariments  of  Mexico,  Jiiliseo.  Sinaloa  and 
Sonnra,  distriicted  by  iniestine  discords;  those  of  New 
.Mi'.\;oo.  t;!iihuahua,  Durango,  Coahuila  and  Zacatucns, 
aljlicled  by  the  tomahawk  of  the  furious  savage,  and  the 
nation  disiressed  hy  the  painful  uncertainty  of  the  fu- 
ture; its  treasure  exhausted,  ils  polities  confused,  and  all 
ilic  bonds  o(  public  morals  relaxed."  This  is  a  truo 
picture  of  our  condition. 

It  is  said  that  in  order  lo  counteract  the  proniincia- 
mento  nt  Conieiiec,  in  the  department  of  Vera  Cruz, 
there  have  left  that  city  the  Oojaca  battalion,  the  active 
squadron  of  Julapa,  and  a  picket  of  the  squadron  of 
Orizava,  and  that  100  auxiliaries  under  Col.  Cenobio, 
have  gone  lo  post  themselves  at  Puente  Nacioiial. 

Mericn  Juhj  2S.  An  express  has  just  arrived,  an- 
nouncing that  the  Uniiiid  Slates  troops  to  Ihe  number  of 
S.IIOO  men  have  lift  Camargo  on  their  way  to  Monterey. 

Last  night  the  secretaries  of  departments  withdrew, 
and  t.i-day  at  1  o'clock  P.  M.  Gen.  Bravo  took  possesion 
of  the  pr  sidency. 

Letters  q/"  J\Iarque.  A  decree  has  been  issued  by  the 
Supreme  Government,  in  respect  to  cruises  which  may 
be  made  by  privateers  against  the  commerce  of  the  U 
Siaies. 

On  the  ■2S!h,  the  Vice  President,  Gen.  Bravo,  assumed 
the  reins  of  govrrnment  in  the  Mexican  capital.  It 
was  staled  that  the  Paredes  ministry  continued  in  tho 
cxerci-se  of  ils  functions  until  that  ddy.  Gen.  Bravo 
was  about  to  appoint  a  new  ministry. 

RevoLUTI  IN  IN  FAVOR  OF  SaNTA  AnNA. 

Jtitapa,  July  21.  A  ptonunciamento  was  made  on 
the  '20ih  instant,  in  the  town  of  Coaiepec.  We  are  ig- 
norant  of  Its  object. 

Vera  C'niz.  July  '25.  The  two  pieces  of  cannon  whicU 
left  here  vestei'day  in  the  direction  of  Jalapa,  returned 
to-day.  We  do  not  yet  know  the  true  cause  of  the  mo- 
vement. 

Vera  Cruz  July  26.  With  deep  regret  we  learn  that 
the  decree  has,  been  renewed  imposing  two  reals  per 
arrobe  upon  tobacco. 

It  is  reported  that  some  towns  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Jalapa,  have  proclaimed  the  Federal  system  with 
arms  in  iheir  hands,— which  we  regret  on  account  of 
ihe  disorders  which  ensue  when  force  and  not  reason 
preside  over  the  public  destinies. 

The  Vera  Cruz  Indicater  of  the  31st  states,  in  a  post- 
script, that  that  town  had  given  its  adhesion  to  the  plan  of 
Guadalaxara,  with  some  additions.  Generals  Landero 
and  Perez  were  at  the  head  of  the  pronuncianiento. — 
The  porirait  of  pan'-a  Anna  was  conveyed  in  triumph 
through  the  streets,  amidst  the  greatest  enthusiasm. 

The  garrison  of  San  Juan  d'Ulloa  had  seconded  the 
pronuncianiento. 

A  Vera  Cruz  letter  of  August  1st  says— "In  .Mexico, 
the  minisiry  had  resigned  in  eonsequenc"  of  General 
Bravo  having  been  swurn  as  president  ad  interim.  Our 
letters  from  the  capilal,  dated  the  .30ih  iiliimo,  say,  Ihat 
the  new  ministers  will,  without  exception,  be  disposed 
to  make  peace  with  the  Americans.'' 

According  to  the  statements  of  the  Mexican  Diario 
Offidul,  the  army  asspmbled  at  San  Louis  Polosi,  num- 
bered 10,000  men,  and  when  this  force  and  that  under 
Gen.  Azpeiira  coii'ris'ing  of  two  regiments  of  infantry, 
a  squadron  of  lancers,  and  a  section  of  engineers  with 
three  12  pounders,  numbering  in  all  2,000  men,  which 
was  to  leave  the  capital  on  the  '24ih,  would  join  Mejia, 
the  army  in  the  field  would  number  from  12,000  to  15,- 
000  men  Hut  1,500  men  were  left  to  garrison  the  capital. 
Mejia  who  succederl  Arista  in  ihe  command  of  the  army 
on  ihe  Irontier,  reporis  on  ihe  9th,  that  he  was  about  to 
march  for  Monterey  with  his  column. 

[A  letter  to  an  iflieer  of  the  United  Stales  army  hand- 
ed lo  ihe  editor  of  the  Bahimore  Argus,  and  from  that 
paper  extracied  info  the  Nalional  Intelligencer,  dated 
Gainargo,  July  31,  gives  very  similar  reports  lo  what  is 
contained  in  the  above  letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  wi'.h  the 
adtjiiional  predieiion  that  very  severe  fighting  will  occur 
by  tlie  middle  of  September-] 

The  Mexican  government  had  forwarded  all  the  dis- 
posable troops  in  and  about  Chihuahua  and  Zacalccas 
to  New  Mexico,  for  its  defence. 


ROUTE    TO     MEXICO. 

Cam.vrgo. — As  the  army  of  occupation  has  com- 
menced ils  advance  upon  the  interior  of  Mexico,  by 
pursuing  the  Kio  Grande  up  as  high  as  Camarjo, 
bolh  by  land  and  water,  and  as  this  will  be  the  place 
where  a  permanent  depot  will  be  est^iblishcd,  and 
from  which  the  advancing  army  will  leave  the  Ilio 
Grande  when  it  lakes  up  ils  general  march  upon 
Monterey,  it  will  naturally  hold  a  conspicuous  place 
In  the  estimation  of  the  American  people.  The  Ma- 
tamoros  "Flag"  furnishes  the  followiug: 

Camutgn  is  situated  immedialely  upon  Ihe  banks 
of  llie  Suii  Juan  river,  three  miles  from  its  junction 
with  the  Ilio  Grande.  It  is  a  small  rudely  construct- 
ed village,  with  some  few  sloDC  buildings,  man;  built 
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of  muri  brickj  dried  in  the  sun,  some  constructed  by 
driving  stakes  into  the  ground,  and  then  plastering 
them  with  mud,  and  others  formed  of  cane  ^-nd  plas- 
tered in  like  manner.  The  number  of  mhab.tanls 
will  not  exceed  two  thousand;  but  as  the  Mexican 
government  has  never  thought  her  population  wor- 


made  of  the  population  of  any  of  their  towns.     Th 
late  extraordinary  rise  of  the  Rio  Grande  has  caus- 
ed  the  San  Juan   to  back  up  and  literally  inundate 
Camargo,   to  the  great   damage  of  houses  and    pro- 
perty; also  to  the  sacrifice  of  several  lives. 

Camargo  may  be  considered  the  head  of  naviga- 
tion, as  above  here  the  bed  ol  the  river  is  so  hiled 
up  with  rocks  that  its  navigation  higher  up  has  never 
been  attempted.  The  road  upon  leaving  Camargo 
and  crossing  the  San  Juan,  becomes  higher  and  less 
obstructed  by  swaniny  grounds,  and  it  then  becomes 
an  important  inquiry  what  other  obsljdes  may  pre- 
sent themselves  in  the  distance  between  this  place 
and  Monterey,  which  is  210  nniles.  The  road  passes 
through  a  level  country,  ihicklj  set  with  a  small  un 
derwood,  the  largest  timber  being  ebony  and  the 
Diusquile,  neither  of  which  grow  to  the  height  of 
more  than  12  or  15  feet,  and  12  or  14  inches  in  di- 
ameter. So  dense  is  this  undergrowth,  armies  ol 
10  000  men  each  might  march  for  half  a  day  within 
a  mile  of  each  other  without  the  vicinity  of  one  to 
the  other  being  known. 

Monterey.— The  literal  meaning  of  Monterey  is 
the  king's  xcoods;  but  to  those  who  have  been  raised 
in  a  heavily  timbered  country,  it  would  seem  more 
anpropriate  to  call  it  a  grove  of  brush.  It  is  a  com- 
mon saying  with  Texans  who  have  travelled  through 

the  forest  that  "it's  so  d d  thick  you  can't  shove  a 

bowie  knife  into  it."  A.:d  what  may  appear  some- 
what singular,  every  bush  and  shrub  is  armed  with 
thorns  curved  in  the  shape  of  fish-hocks,  and  the 
hold  they  take  upon  the  clothes  and  skin  of  travel- 
lers is  not  easily  shaken  off,  as  the  jackets  of  the  sol- 
diery will  testifv  to  bef  .re  they  reach  Monterey. 

The  whole  distance  is  ivell  watered  from  August 
until  March,  plenty  of  wood,  reasonable  pasture, 
many  herds  of  cattle,  numerous  flocks  of  sheep  and 
goals,  now  and  then  a  small  village— which  all  have 
the  appearance  of  decay.  Scattered  along  the  road 
are  miserable  huts,  singuUrly  picturesque  from  their 
original  construction,  not  quite  equal  to  rail-pen  sta- 
bles built  in  the  backwoods  of  Arkansas  and  Texas 
for  scrub  ponies.  Yet  nature,  in  her  mighty  forma 
tiotis.  has  formed  some  positions  on  this  road,  which 
if  taken  advantage  of  by  a  skilful  and  daring  enemy 
would  prove  a  second  Thermopylao  to  those  wh( 
might  have  the  temerity  to  tread  these  formidable 
passes.  The  American  army  will  no  doubt  look 
ahead  before  entering  these  dangerous  and  shady  pa- 
Tilions.  The  mazes  of  the  labyrinth  are  Deautifully 
pictured  out  bv  meandering  paths  and  conflicting 
cross-roads,  leading  to  some  farmer's  hut,  some  wa 
tering  place,  or  the  wily  lure  of  some  Mexican  ban- 
dit. 

Caiderete. — When  within  fifteen  leagues  of  Mon- 
terey the  village  of  Caiderete  presents  itself,  enjoying 
the  most  lovely  situation,  standing  upon  a  perfectly 
level  plain,  surrounded  with  green  groves,  present- 
ing everlasting  summer;  the  fields  blessed  with  natu- 
ral ferlility.  The  beholder  involuntarily  exclaims. 
Why  should  a  Mexican  toil  or  labor.' 

It  is  not  indispensable  that  the  army  should  pass 
through  Caiderete,  as  there  are  other  roads  by  which 
Monterey  can  be  approached,  but  we  raenlion  this 
route  as  supplies  can  be  obtained  in  Caiderete,  and 
the  direction  is  nearest  a  straight  line.  Immediately 
upon  leaving  this  place,  you  enter  again  those  shady, 
winding  pavilions,  and  continue  in  them  until  within 
sight  of  Monterey.  iMany  little  streams  and  rivu- 
lets intersect  the  road,  and  some  muddy  lanes,  which 
st  times  become  impassable,  so  that  the  army  will 
be  fortunate  if  able  to  proceed  in  files  of  six  deep; 
but,  as  the  near  vicinity  to  Monterey  is  somewhat 
opened,  owing  to  the  many  fields,  a  small  digression 
might  be  made  to  the  right,  and  intersect  the  road 
that  comes  from  the  mouth  of  el  Canon  dr.  Salinas,  it 
being  the  most  open  road  of  the  two.  'i'lic  creek 
that  washes  the  southeast  side  of  Monterey  runs  be- 
tween these  two  roads,  the  fields  forming  a  border 
on  cither  side.  The  road  that  leads  from  Caiderete, 
when  within  a  mile  of  ,\lontcrey,  -has  the  appear- 
ance of  a  nmall  village,  Ihu  houses  being  so  numer- 
ous.! Passing  through  this  seeming  village,  and  arriv- 
ing upon  the  bank  of  the  creek,  you  have  .Monterey 
in  view  on  the  opposite  aide,  presenting  a  very  haml- 
aome  appearance.  The  city  is  regularly  laid  out, 
the  Hreels,  avenues,  and  squares  are  shaded  with 
numerous  fruit  and  other  trees,  and  the  houses  gen- 
erally exhibiting  much  taste  and  regularity  in  their 
construction.  Thi^  city  is  wi  II  watered,  and  every 
thing  about  it  sirikcs  the  h.licilili  i-  -js  i;r.vnd  ami 
beautiful.  A  passing  view  ol  the  city  would  convey 
the  idea  of  a  large  population,  but  a  close  inspedion 


will  show  its  large  castle-like  edifices,  sometimes 
occupying  a  large  square,  sheltering  but  the  mem- 
bers and  servants  of  a  single  family;  therefore,  from 
observation,  we  shqyid  not  give  the  city  a  population 
of  more  than  6,000  souls,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether 
it  is  even  so  great. 

Cast  the  eye  beyond  Monterey,  and  the  sublime 
presents  itself  in  lofty  npreared  pyramids  of  adaman- 
tine stone,  tinged  with  a  crimson  red,  where  the 
creeping  vine  cannot  be  found,  and  where  the  cedar 
and  pine— children  of  the  Alpine  heights— hare  ne- 
ver dared  to  rear  their  heads — the  sides  and  summits 
of  these  vast  mountains  presenting  nothing  to  view 
but  the  bare  and  glistening  stone;  but  in  whose  bo- 
som lie  concealed  shining  beds  of  pure  silver,  and 
sparkling  beds  of  virgin  gold. 

In  The  midway  distance  rise  numerous  table 
mounds,  commanding  the  town  and  all  the  entran- 
ces from  the  northeast.  Upon  one  of  these  com- 
manding positions  the  devoted  people  endeavored  to 
raise  a  temple  or  dwelling  for  their  bishop,  but  their 
zeal  was  greater  than  their  means,  and  the  structure 
remains  unfinished.  If  the  Mexicans  could  with- 
stand the  double-dealing  havoc  of  an  American 
charge,  here  might  Ihey  plant  the  colors  of  their  un- 
fortunate country,  and  reap  some  of  the  laurels 
awarded  to  Leonidas,  or  perhaps  faintly  portray  in 
miniature  the  dazzling  chivalry  of  those  devoted|he- 
roes  who  fell  battling  on  the  ramparts  of  the  ever- 
to-be-remembered  Alamo. 

The  main  road  passes  through  the  principal  street 
of  the  city  from  north  to  south,  and  as  you  leave  the 
last  houses,  the  road  begins  to  ascend,  and  passes 
along  at  the  fool  of  many  of  those  table  mounds.- 
The  river  runs  upon  the  east  side>-of  the  town,  the 
houses  extending  down  lo  its  very  margin.  Upon 
the  west  side  rise  perpendicular  mountains,  ofie  mile 
in  height. 


SANTA    FE    and    THE    GEN.    KEARNEY    DIVISION. 

The  St.  Louis  Republican  says — -'We  understand, 
from  a  reliable  source,  that  apprehensions  are  enter- 
tained at  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  by  U.  S.  oflicers 
concerned,  that  the  requisite  supply  of  provisions 
cannot  be  forwarded  to  Gen.  Kearney.  Great  ex- 
ertions have  been  made  by  the  quartermasters  at  this 
place  and  at  the  fort,  and  through  their  agents  and 
assistonts  to  procure  the  means  of  transportation. — 
All  the  wagons  which  could  be  made  or  purchased 
have  been  bought  and  sent  up  to  the  fort.  A  large 
number  of  wagons  and  teems — in  fact  nearly  every 
one  that  could  be  had— have  been  bought  in  the  up- 
per country,  yet  with  all  these  exertions,  only  provi- 
sions sulficienl  to  supply  for  six  months  the  men 
Gen.  Kearney  has  with  him,  have  gone  forward. — 
Ho  expected  to  receive  provisions  for  twelve  months; 
and  this  amount  will  be  necessary  for  the  subsist- 
ence of  his  iroo[)S,  for  all  the  traders  and  persons 
acquainted  with  New  Mexico  concur  in  saying,  that 
provisions  for  such  a  force  are  not  to  be  had  in  the 
provinces. 

In  addilion  lo  the  troops  with  Gen.  Kearney.  Col. 
Price's  regiment  of  about  1,000  men;  Lieut.  Col.  Wil- 
lock's  extra  bailalion  of  about  500  men;  Lieut.  Col.  Al. 
leu's  battalion  of  the  Mormons,  about  300,  which,  with 
teamsters,  &c.,  will  make  a  body  ol  about  2,500  men, 
have  yet  lo  go  forward,  and  tor  these,  but  a  small 
amount  of  provisions  have  been  sent  fiirward.  Proba- 
bly not  more  Ihau  siiffieient  lo  supply  ihem  on  their 
inarch.  In  n  few  days,  ilie  regiment'of  infantry,  now 
raising  will  also  be  ready  lo  march,  and  they  also  must 
be  supplied.  From  the  number  of  men  yet  logo,  it  is 
evident  that  the  quantity  ot  provisions  which  it  will  be 
necessary  lo  send,  even  lo  furnish  six  moivhs' supply, 
is  nnieh  larger  than  the  quanliiy  already  ssnl  lorward. 
— To  cross  the  prairies,  it  is  necessary  that  the  learns 
should  leave  by  the  middle,  or  al  farihesi,  by  the  last  of 
Sepifinher.  Teams  leaving  at  that  time  may  e.\Derieiice 
considerable  difficulty  in  performing  the  nip.  The  sea 
son  has  been  unusually  dry,  and  there  is  great  scarcity 
of  water  on  the  plains.  If  the  fiiea  bionk  out  early, 
which  may  be  the  case,  because  of  the  drought,  the 
teams  may  not  be  able  to  cross  iit  all.  In  view  ol  the 
number  of  men  going  out,  the  difliculiy  of  procuring 
transportation,  the  amount  of  supplies  indispensably 
necesaary  for  the  subsistence  of  ihe  troops,  Ihe  fact  tliai 
teams  cannot  cross  the  piairies  from  the  1st  of  October 
until  about  the  Isl  cif  April  lullowing,  are  just  causes 
fur  apprehension.  We  trust  that  these  difliculties  may 
ho  overcome  by  the  energy  and  industry  of  the  officers 
who  have  the  matter  in  cliarge.  As  an  evidence  of  ihe 
great  demand  (or  wagons,  teams,  and  drivers,  the  sut- 
lers have  agreed  to  pay  as  high  as  fiftfen  cents  a  pound 
for  Ihe  transporlaiion  of  their  stores.  The  government, 
we  presume,  will  pay  that  much  or  more,  by  the  time 
the  cost  of  wagons,  leams,  drivers,  and  ihe  depreciation 
and  losses  of  horses  and  wagoua  are  added  lo  the  bill. 
If  ihe  reqnisiie  quantity  of  provisions  is  not  forwarded, 
it  may  subject  Gen  Kearney  and  his  command  lo  much 
inconvenience,  il  not  lol.iily  defeat  the  purpusea  ol  tho 
c.\|ie(l.tiun.'' 

Th,  sjine  p:i per  of  the  20th  furnishes  the  following:  j 

I.Miiii'KNDiiNCE,  Auo.  13,  ISIG,  We  are  in  pussessiotl 
10-day  of  further  news  from   the    prairies.    Our  towns-  ' 


man,  Mr.  Samuel  Rallston,  has  just  returned  from  Santa 
Fe,  after  an  unprecedented  trip  of  eighty  days.  He,  in 
company  ^^■ith  Messrs.  Weick,  Blumner.  and  others  left 
here  with  their  goods  in  May,  and  arrived  at  Santa  Fe, 
making  a  journey  of  forty  days.  After  cornpleting  their 
arrangemenls.  a  small  company,  consisiii'c;  of  Messrs. 
Rallston  and  Hill  of  our  place,  and  Mr.  Hutchison  and 
John  MeKnight,  from  Chihuahua,  started  in,  and  are 
now  here,  in  thirty-seven  days  from  Santa  Fe. 

Previously  lo  Mr.  Rallslon's  departure  there  was  a 
giod  deal  of  esciiement  created  by  the  numerous  re- 
ports in  circulation  respectina  our  troops.  E.vpressea 
had  been  sent  out  in  every  direction  by  the  governor  and 
private  citizens,  to  ascertain  their  truth,  but  many  of 
them,  after  being  out  twoor  three  days,  returned,  having 
I  learned  nolhing  satisfactory. 

The  wh -le  country  is  in  a  state  of  alarm.  Farmers 
adjoining  Santa  Fe  are  driving  their  stock  into  the 
mountains,  securing  their  possessions,  and  putting  them- 
selves in  a  position  that  they  can  be  out  ed  harm's  way 
at  a  moment's  warning.  Provender  of  every  descnplion 
is  exceedingly  scarce,  (there  not  having  been  a  rain  tor 
nearly  three  months;)  the  vegetation  is  nearly  exhausted. 
Our  informant  thinks  the  troops  vvill  have  some  difficulty 
in  securing  ennuah  for  the  mainlcnance  of  their  animals 
even  fjr  a  monlh. 

Provisions  must  of  necessity  also  b'e  vary  hard  to  get, 
and  unless  some  other  means  of  securing  them  be  found 
out  than  such  as  was  anticipated  previous  to  their  de- 
parture, they  will  be  in  a  very  bad  way  this  winter.  It 
was  pielty  certainly  known  before  they  left,  that  there 
would  not  be  even  a  show  of  fi^ht  on  the  part  of  the 
Mexicans,  unless  a  very  small  force  was  sent  along  at 
first,  for  the  assertion  of  the  governor  was  maoe,  and 
word  sent  lo  General  Kearney  by  our  informants  to  that 
effect;  and  he  further  says  thiit  if  a  respectable  force 
comes  upim  him,  he  shall  immediately  abandon  the  coun- 
try, und  remove  south  of  the  Rio  del  Norte. 

The  common  people,  and  especially  the  Puebla  In- 
dians, are  averse  to  fighting  the  Americans;  for  an  order 
for  volunteers  from  the  governor  met  with  no  response 
from  them  at  all,  and  he  has  now  not  more  than  three 
hundred  soldiers  in  Santa  Fe,  miserably  clad  and  poorly 
fed.  Neither  were  any  soldiers  to  be  had  below  fur  (^hi- 
huahua  had  not  and  could  not  furnish  any,  and  Mr. 
MeKnight  says  that  there  is  no  probabihty  of  any  being 
gotten  there.    Some  of  the  traders  had  arrived  at  Santa 


Fe,  but  no  business  being  done,  they  had  go  __ 
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below. 

Sp"e"yers"had  bought  om  all  the  governor  _ 
ds,  and  other  small  lots  of  goods  from  traders,  and 
oone  on.  Mcssis.  Wm.  MeKnight,  Webb,  and  Doane 
had  also  gone.  Gen.  Kearney  and  all  the  troops  and 
traders  had  passed  up  the  Arkansas  to  Bent's  tort.  1  he 
company  of  Armijos,  going  out  f;rom  here,  were  met  at 
different  points,  progressing  slowly.  Mr.  William  Ma- 
goffin at  or  near  Arkansas;  Samuel  Magoffin,  a  Intle 
nearer  ihis  way,  and  Gentry  and  others  at  Council 
Grove,  and  some  olhers,  still  this  side. 

Almost  every  day  provision  wagons  were  seen  upon 
the  road,  wending  their  wav  along;  carcasses  of  horses, 
oxen  and  bufj'alo  were  strewed  along  at  intervals.  The 
great  scarcity  of  water  so  frequently  spoken  of,  proves  to 
be  a  fabrication.  On  this  side  of  the  Arkansas  lliere  is 
grass  and  water  in  sufficieut  abundance  for  all  that  have 
or  may  go  out. 

Col.  Price's  regiment  was  met,  just  gelling  fairly  into 
the  plains,  about  two  or  three  days'  ride  from  the  fort.— 
Thi,s  is  all  the  news  I  can  gather  for  you  now— Ihere 
will  be  an  express  lo  the  garrison  today  or  to  morrow; 
he  ought  to  have  been  there  helore  but  his  animals 
broke  down.  Through  him,  probably,  you  will  hear 
more  particularly. 


VOLUNTEERS. 

West  Point.  An  extra  exertion  is  making  at  West 
Point  to  get  the  Engineer  Corps  ready  to  siari  for  Mex- 
ico. Out  of  G7  men  20  are  from  Philadelphia,  and  chief- 
ly mechanics,  fine  fellows,  "and  lo  the  marrow  bone. 
The  officers  have  been  assigned,  Capt.  Swift  and  Lieuts. 
Smith  and  McLellan.  As  fast  as  the  recrmia  are  per- 
fect in  infantry  drill,  they  are  pul  intu  another  squad  ana 
drilled  as  engineers,  in  which  they  are  fast  learning  the 
rudiments.  .  ■    .        j 

The  rubber  "ponton''  train  h.is  been  tried,  and  suc- 
ceeds well.  Two  of  Ihe  bouts  sustained  67  men,  two 
horses,  and  two  pieces  ordnance,  and  the  corps  ihink 
they  can  bridge  the  river  at  West  Point  in  an  hour  and 
a  hiilf  slroiig  enough  to  take  a  whole  army  over.  All 
at  West  Point  betokens  that  sirict  discipline  ihat  has 
given  us  such  a  gallant  sel  of  officers  that  will  give  as 
an  effective  army,  with  such  good  material  as  we  have 
in  our  volunteers. 

The  Californians.  We  hear  that  a  sort  of  court 
martial  was  held  on  Governor's  Island  yesterday,  and 
the  ringleader  in  the  recent  kick  up  there  among  Col. 
Stevenson's  California  volunlceis,  was  convicted  of  mu- 
tiny and  ordered  to  be  shot.'  [N.  Y.  lYibune. 

"It  is  said  Ihat  the  recruits  for  California  now  encamp- 
ed on  Governor's  Island,  are  not  behaving  wiih  the  pro- 
prletv  which  is  becoming.  It  is  said  that  the  "regulars 
were' called  out  upon  them  a  day  or  two  since. 

The  Ohio  Stale  Journal  publishes  the  following  le.tter 
from  one  of  the  Ohio  volunteers    in  the  army  in  Mex- 

"•'"'  "  Camp  BdJiwip.  July  W.mS. 

Dear  BROTHEn:  *  •  •  lie  not  the  least  surprised  if 
you  should   sec   me  in  Cincinnati  in   Ihe  course  ol  six 
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we'ka.  Wlien  I  volnnleered  it  wa?  to  fight,  and  not  to 
be  idle  fir  a  year.  But  I  now  find  that  the  regulars  nro 
to  be  able  to  defend  any  p  ist  nf  daiiser.  Gen.  Taylor 
says  that  one  regular  is  worth  five  volunteers,  and  that 
he  onlv  wants  the  volunteers  for  a  stand-by.  It  would 
seem  that  we  are  kept  merely  w  do  the  drudgery;  and 
such  is  the  case. 

We  had  quite  an  afiiiir  a  short  time  since.  Colonel 
Mitchell,  as  couiinandani  of  this  post,  oidered  a^voluu- 
leer  from  Baltimore  lo  bring  him  something.  The  vo- 
lunteer paid  no  attention  to  his  order  Our  colonel  then 
coninianJed  hijn  a  second  time  to  perform  the  service. 
The  volunteer  tnriifd  upon  his  heel,  and  replied  that  "he 
would  see  him  d— d  first.''  1  wa^  close  by  doins;  duly, 
when  C)l.  ,"\I.  ordered  me  and  fi^e  other  cadets  to  ar- 
rest the  B.iliiniorean.  He  immediately  placed  himself 
in  a  defc'nsive  position,  and  drew  a  knife,  swearinij  at 
the  same  time  that  he  would  cut  the  first  man  that  dared 
to  come  near  him.  Lieut.  Col.  Weller  then  approaolied 
and  ordered  us  to  "stand  back,"  when  all  parlies  got  to 
figrhiint;.     So  you  see  "e  have  had  one  fi;jhi  at  least. 

Our  whole  rei;liiicnt  and  ihe  Baltimore  regiineni  were 
then  all  ordered  out.  But  as  we  had  bu'  si.\  men  on  the 
ground,  and  as  the  colonel's  lent  was  about  Iwo  miles 
from  our  encampment,  our  colonel  was  disai-med  and 
carried  to  the  ground  by  a  supcrijr  number  of  stout  fel- 
lows, where  they  laid  him  dou'n.  Two  n(  them  were 
about  to  stab  him,  when  I.  backed  by  our  boys,  jumped 
.into  tlie  melee,  and  released  our  commander  trom  the 
ruffiins.  By  this  tmie  the  field  was  full  of  soldiers,  and 
the  Baltimoreans  left.  I  presume  the  case  will  undergo 
an  investigation.         *  *  *  • 

Afll'Clioaately  your  hrothor. 

A.  MOSES. 

Cincinnati  Washington  Cadets,  1st  Oiiio  regiment. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Moses,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

A  volunteer,  writinsto  Louisville  from  the  Rio  Grande, 
Bays  that  the  ii'.osq'iiioes  there  "can  sinnd  flat-fooled 
upon  the  ground,  and  with  'Ut  difli.uliy  drink  water  out 
of  a  pint  tin  cup.'' 


NATIONAL   AFFAIRS. 


The  President's  visit — The  pre-ident  accompa- 
nied by  his  lady  and  other  memhers  of  his  family, 
left  the  seat  of  government  a  few  days  since  on  a 
visit  to  Old  Point  Comfort,  Norfolk,  Porlsuioulh,&c. 
The  Beacon  of  Saturday  slates  lliat  ihe  President 
and  Mrs.  Polk,  ,\iis3  Racke,  [Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNeil, 
Col.  Totlen.  Col.  De  Rossy,  Gen.  Brooke,  Major 
Miller,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Brockenbrough,  of  Flori- 
da, r.ame  up  from  Old  Point  on  the  day  pre/ious,  in 
the  U.  S.  steamer  Engineer,  Lieut.  Com.  Pennock. — 
A  salute  was  fired  by  tbe  U.  S.  Revenue  Cutter  Ma- 
dison, Capt.  Polk,  as  the  Engineer  passed  up  to  the 
navy  yard.  Tlie  president  and  suite  first  visited  tho 
big  ship  Pennsylvania,  on  board  of  which  they  were 
received  by  Captain  Stribling  and  his  olhcers  with 
the  usual  honors  and  salutes  both  on  their  arrival 
and  departure.  The  president  next  visited  tho  Dry 
Dock  and  Navy  Yard,  and  then  partook  of  a  hand- 
some collation  at  the  residence  of  Com.  Wilkinson, 
the  commandant  of  the  yard.  A  very  handiome 
reception  and  entertainment  was  given  the  president 
on  Ihe  occasion  by  tbe  corporate  authorities  of  Nor- 
folk On  '1  uesday  llie  president  reached  Washing- 
ton again. 

DIPLOMATIC     JOURNAL. 

Minister  to  Prussia. — Mr.  Donelson  has  super- 
seded Mr.  Wheaton  at  the  Court  of  Berlin.  The 
latter  has  reached  Paris  and  will  visit  England  on 
his  way  home.  Mr.  W.  after  having  delivered  his 
letter  of  recall  to  the  king,  had,  with  his  lady,  the 
honor  of  dining  with  tlieir  uiajesiies.  A  present  of 
the  magnificent  edition  of  the  svorks  of  Frederick 
the  Great,  was  offered  by  his  majesty,  at  whose  ex- 
pense it  is  published,  to  Mr.  Wheaton,  and  accepted 
by  him,  for-the  use  of  the  National  Litirary  at 
Washington.  The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
philosophy  has  also  just  been  conterred  on  Mr.  Whea- 
ton by  the  University  of  Berlin,  as  a  mark  of  respect 
for  his  scientific  attainments,  and  of  the  general  es- 
teem he  has  conciliated  during  his  long  residence  in 
Germany. 

Minister  to  France. — The  Paris  correspondent 
of  the  Boston  Atlas  writes  on  the  Ist  of  August.  It 
is  reported  here  thai  Mr.  King  has  given  up  bis 
house  after  the  expiration  of  the  present  term,  and 
intends  returning  to  the  slates  this  tall. 

Rdssian  Embasst.— Charles  R.  Ingersoll,  son  of 
the  new  minister  to  Russia,  has  been  appointed  se- 
cretary of  legation  lo  that  court.  He  is  a  gentlervian 
of  acquirements,  and  possessed  of  a  suavity  of  man- 
ners wliich  will  suit  him  for  the  courtly  circle. 

[Phil.  ,^mer. 

Charge  d'affairs  from  Norwav. — The  Cheva- 
lier Adam  de  Lovennkiold,  lately  appointed  charge 
d'affairs  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden  and  Nor- 
way, to  this  country,  arrived  with  his  family  at  this 


port  yesterday,  in  the  ship  Sultan,  from  Havana,  and 
has  taken  lodgings  at  the  Pavilion,  at  New  Brighton. 
[,V.  Y.  Com..1ilv. 

Mr.  McLane,  minister  lo  England,  it  is  staled  in 
New  York  papers,  was  to  leave  that  country  on  his 
return  home  on  the  19lh  Inst. 

SeiNor  Don  Maxufl  Cavallo,  whose  arrival  we  an- 
nounced some  days  since,  this  mnrniug  presented  lo  the 
president  his  credentials  and  was  received  ns  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  mmisier  plenipotentiary  of  ihe  republic 
of  Chili  10  this  government.  [Union. 

Consul.— The  President  of  the  United  Stales  has 
recognizeil  Auguste  Moxliet  as  Consul  General  of 
Belgium,  for  the  United  Stales,  to  reside  at  New 
York. 

The  Queen  has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  Mr. 
James  Flora,  as  consul  at  Manchester  for  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Governme.\'t  Funds. — A  letter  dated  New  Or- 
leans, August  7lh,  sayst  "The  government  funds  are 
entirely  exhausted  here,  not  only  in  the  hands  of  the 
disbursing  officers,  but  in  tho  deposit  bank,  where 
they  are  run  dov\n  lo  a  very  low  figure." 

Peruvian  I.ndemnity.— The  Uniiod  .Stales  nltorney 
general,  in  conformity  wiih  the  act  ofcoi)gr(SS  just 
pas.scd,  has  issued  a  notice  requiring  the  claimanis  lo 
present  their  claims,  and  the  evidence  sustaining  them, 
with  all  despatch,  that  he  may  proceed  to  e.xecuie  Ihe 
law. 

Tae  Scb-Treasuhy  is  now  partially  in  operation,  n 
circular  having  been  issued  by  Ihe  treasury  depnrlinint 
to  various  coll  clor^",  post  niasiers,  &c.,  to  doposiic  their 
funds  jviih  Ihe  nearest  iub-treasurer,  retaining  in  their 
own  hands  what  may  be  sul'Bcient  lo  meet  the  expendi- 
tures of  iheir  office.  [Phil.  Amrr. 

army  journal. 
Illinois  volunteers.  Gen.  Wool,  accompanied 
by  his  aids,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  Illinois  vol- 
unteers, reached  New  Orleans  on  tho  i3d  ultimo. — 
These  troops,  it  is  staled,  are  destined  for  San  An- 
lonio  de  Bexar. 

Troops  for  Chihuahua.  Light  company  B,  of 
the  4lh  regiment  of  U.  .S.  artillery,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  J.  M.  Washington,  for  the  same  des- 
tination, passed  Vicksburg  on  the  18lh  ullimo.  Capt. 
W.  furnished  the  editor  of  the  Sentinel  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  force  which  is  to  proceed  to  the  Mexi- 
can state  of  Chihuahua,  by  way  of  San  Antonio,  as 
follows: 

Light  Company  4th  rrlillery,  113  men. 

2  companies  6th  regiment  infantry,     200     " 
Squadron  2d  regiineni  liragoons,  l.'>0     " 

2  regiments  Illinois  infantry,  1.554     " 

1  regiment  Arkansas  horse,  777     " 

1  battalion  Arkansas  foot,  383     " 

1  regiment  Texas  horse,  777     " 

1   regiment  Texas  fool,  777     " 

Total,  4,734 

This  force,  it  is  slated,  constitutes  an  independent 
command,  which  will  be  under  Gen.  Butler.  It  is  to 
slrike  into  the  province  of  Chihuahua,  between  Santa 
Fe  and  Gen.  Taylor's  position;  and  it  will  no  doubt 
interrupt  Ihe  relreat  of  the  forces  which  will  fall 
back  from  General  Kearney  at  Santa  Fe.  It  will 
take  Ihe  Santa  Fe  route  to  Mexico,  and  there  co- 
operate with  General  Taylor.  Its  route  is  through 
the  most  healthy  and  richest  parts  of  Northern  Mex- 
ico. 

CoL.  Churchill,  Inspector  Ge^ieral,  has  left  New 
Orleans  for  Texas.  This  iiidelaligablc  and  veterar. 
officer  has,  within  the  last  six  monlhs,  travelled  over 
Iwelve  thousand  miles,  inspected  last  spring  all  tlie 
troops  in  Texas,  the  posts  and  arsenals  on  and  near 
tbe  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  in  Florida,  mustered  into 
service  all  the  volunteers  in  Indiana  and  Illinois  and 
now  goes  to  join  Gen  Wool  as  chief  of  his  stall',  on 
the  inarch  lo  Chihuahua,  in  Mexico.  The  good 
wishes  and  the  prayers  of  his  numerous  friends  and 
the  country  attend  him. 

Wagons  for  the  army.  New  Orleans  dates  of 
August  7,  says — "A  large  ship  from  Philadelphia 
brought  a  cargo  of  these  wagons,  which  were  land- 
ed some  time  since,  and  after  laying  exposed  lo  our 
tropical  sun  on  the  Ijcvec  for  eight  or  ten  days,  split- 
ting and  cracking,  with  their  wheels  and  springs,  ihe 
same  ship  is  chartered  to  reload  them  for  the  Rio 
Grande,  at  a  freight  double  that  from  Philadelphia — 
al  least  double  what  it  cvght  to  be  from  thence, 
though  1  think  it  probable  there,  as  well  as  lure,  the 
governmeul  pay  at  least  double  what  individuals 
would,  ll  is  really  enough  to  disgust  any  body  to 
see  the  manner  the  ivhole  aifjir  is  being  conducted; 
and  Ihe  way  Uiey  are  going  on,  the  lieasuiy,  even 
after  issuing  Ihc  ten  millions  of  treasury  notes,  will 
be  bankrupt  hcforc  congress  again  nicctj." 


De.4tih.— We  regret  to  learr^  that  Col.  Samuel 
Humphreys,  chief  naval  constructor  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  Slates,  died  suddenly  on  Sun- 
day, of  apoplexy,  in  Georgetown.  This  highly  ro- 
sperled  gentleman  was  in  tho  681I1  year  of  his  ago, 
and  had  been  in  the  service  of  tho  United  Slates  for 
more  than  33  years.  [.Va(.  /ii(</. 

The  Cincinnati  papers  of  the  19ih  inst.  announce 
the  death  of  Col.  Fanning,  of  the  U.  S.  army.  Ho 
expired  at  the  Hcnrie  house  in  that  city  on  the  18lh, 
of  apoplexy,  after  an  illness  of  about  an  hour.  The 
Cinrinnati  Atlas  says: 

Col.  Fanning  was  a  veteran  officer  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  and  was  engaged  in  more  hard  fought 
bailies,  than  perhap.s  any  other  officer  in  Ihe  army. 
He  acted  a  conspicuous  part  in  Ihe  battle  of  Bridge- 
water— and  other  battles  of  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain, — and  in  Ihe  late  Seminole  war.  He  was 
several  times  wounded  and  lost  one  of  his  arms, 
which  Hus  amputated.  He  was  brave  as  Cxnar,  and 
highly  respected  by  all  who  know  hiai,  both  in  tho 
army  and  out  of  it. 

.\  letter  from  SI.  Augustine  announces  the  dealh 
of  Capt.  Josfj)/i  S.  Hor/ft,  of  the  8th  regiment  U.  S. 
infantry. 

More  U.  S.  troops. — Two  companies,  E  and  K, 
of  the  second  regiment  of  infantry,  arrived  al  lh« 
Newpoit  Barracks  on  Wednesday  evening.  They 
are  Irom  Sanll  Sle.  Mario  and  Copper  Harbor,  and 
were  ordered  to  Mexico,  which  order  has  since  been 
countermanded.  This  fills  tho  barracks  lo  oveiflow- 
ing,  and  we  understand  that  there  is  in  consequence 
to  be  an  ericainpnient  on  Ihe  river  bank  alongside  the 
garrison.  [Cin.  .'Itlas. 

naval  journal. 
The  Germanlown,  United  Stales  sloop  of  war, 
was  launched  from  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia, 
where  she  was  constructed  on  ihe  22d  instant.  An 
immense  crowd  witnessed  her  splendid  movement  into 
the  Delaware. 

THE    GULF    SQUADRON — OFF    VERA    CRUZ. 

The  American  squadron  anchored  at  Isle  V^crdo, 
has  sailed, — it  was  supposed,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  pro- 
curing vs-ater. 

The  frigales  Cumberland  and  Potomac  and  steam- 
er Mississippi  anchored  in  Ihe  moulh  of  tho  river, 
and  the  small  vessels  at  Anton  Lizardo,  where  a  cor- 
vette had  been  anchored.  The  steamer  returned  lo 
the  Isle  Verde  on  the  31st. 

The  corvette  St.  IVlary  and  brig  Porpoise  continued 
cruizing  near  the  port.  On  the  31st,  at  2  P.  M.  ano- 
ther was  announced. 

The  Spanish  frigate  and  brig  of  war  Christina  and 
Ilabeoaro,  Ihe  French  brig  Mercury,  and  the  E.ng- 
lish  ships  Endymoin  and  Rosa,  remained  at  Sacri- 
ficios. 

The  Lawrence,  U.  S.  sloop  of  war,  sailed  from 
Pensacola  on  the  10th  Inst,  for  New  York.  It  is 
said  that  she  has  been  condemned  as  unseawor- 
thy. 

The  U.  S.  (Texas)  ship. Muslin  was  also  found  not 
to  be  worlh  repairing.  She  may  be  considered  03 
condemned.  The  officers  of  the  Austin  were  ex- 
pecting orders  for  some  other  vessel  in  the  gulf. 

The  U.  S.  revenue  cutter  Wolcolt  was  lo  sail  from 
Pensacola  on  the  9lli  with  despatches  for  tho  squad- 
ron off  Vera  Cruz. 

The  Rarilan,  United  States  frigate,  is  at  Pensacola, 
where  it  is  su|ipGsed  she  will  be  detained  for  a  month 
by  sickness  on  board. 

The  Independence,  V.  S.  Razee,  having  been  com- 
pletely reiitted  at  Cbarlestown,  Mass.,  navy  yard, 
Com  Shubrick  has  hoisled  his  broad  pendant  on  board, 
and  will  sail  in  a  few  days  for  the  Pacific,  via,  Rio 
J.ineiro.  Captain  Ogden  has  been  ordered  to  Ihc 
Independence,  in  place  of  Captain  Lavallelle,  de- 
tached. 

The  Ohio,  U.  S.  ship  of  the  line,  il  is  stated,  is  to 
be  thoroughly  filled  and  manned  with  a  view  of  her 
joining  the  Pacific  s'juadron  forthwith. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says  that  Com.  Skinner  is  to 
be  ordered  lo  the  Gosport  navy  yard  in  place  of 
Com.  Wilkinson,  whose  term  expires  on  the  1st  of 
October  next. 

Sleam  frigate  fur  Peru. — Two  captains  of  the  Pe- 
ruvian navy,  have  arrived  in  Now  York,  to  superin- 
tend the  building  of  a  sleam  frigate.  They  bring 
with  them  orders  to  draw  on  England  for  §50,000, 
to  commence  operations,  under  the  assurance  that 
remittances  will  be  made  Ihem  periodically. 

[J^'.  ¥.  ExpreiS. 

Vixen  and  Spitfire. — These  two  steam  vessels  built 
fur  1I16  .Mexicans,  are  lying  idle  al  our  wharves. — 
They  were  lo  be  delivered  to  the  United  Stales  on 
the  lllh  ol  July,  and  by  Ibis  time  they  might  have 
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been  on  their  way  lo  the  Rio  Grande,  rendering  sood 
eervice  in  that  direction.     But  we  learn  that  the  iron 
worl<  was  giyen  to  a  distant  foundry,  which  for  con- 
tracts seems  to  be  quite  a  favorite  with  govcrment. 
[.Y.  Y.  Sim. 

BRAZIL    SQUADRON. 

The  Cohmbia,  U.  S.  frigate  was  at  Rio  de  Janerio 
on  the  IGlh  of  July.  Her  Captain,  Rossceau,  had 
rntified  AuierJcan  shipmasters  in  the  port  that  the 
Plymouth  and  Bainbrii'.ge  were  expected  at  Rio  and 
would  convey  any  American  vessels  out  that  re- 
quested it.  Great  sensation  took  place  at  Rio  on 
learning  of  the  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  and  it  became  impossible  to  obtain  freights 
for  American  vessels  in  that  port. 

PACIFIC     SQDADROK. 

Tht  Savannah  (flag  ship  of  the  Pacific  squadron) 
and  sloop  of  war  Warren  were  at  Mazatlan  May  26. 

The  Shark  is  at  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

The  Cyane  and  Levant  sloops  of  war  had  both  sail- 
ed with  secret  orders  about  the  18lh.  No  official 
intelligence  had  been  received  of  hostilities  with 
Mexico,  but  information  and  rumors  of  the  Mexicans 
having  attacked  our  troops  on  the  Rio  Grande  had 
been  received. 

The  Constitution,  V.  S.  frigate  arrived  at  Valpa- 
raiso on  the  11th  June,  from  Mazatlan,  »nd  sailed 
again  on  the  19th  for  the  V.  Slates. 

The  New  York  Courier  states  that  Commander 
Nicholson,  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  is  lo  proceed  to  the 
Pacific  by  the  way  of  Chagres,  with  despatches,  and 
on  his  arrival  will  take  command  of  one  of  the  ships 
now  on  that  station. 

THE    CHINA    SQU4DRUN. 

The  United  States  ship  of  the  line  Columbus,  stat- 
ed to  have  sailed  from  Flong  Kong,  May  19,  for  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  was  not  bound  direct  for  those 
Islands,  but  would  cruize  in  company  with  the  Vin- 
cennes,  northward  along  the  coast,  stopping  at  Amoy. 
Chusan,  and  Shanghae,  and  thence,  if  the  current 
served,  along  the  coast  of  Japan.  Thence  the  Co- 
lumbus would  sail  for  the  Sandwich  Inlands,  and  the 
Vincennes  would  return  with  Dr.  Parker  and  the 
pilot  to  Canton  River. 

A  letter  written  on  board  the  Columbus,  Macao, 
April,  10,  states  that  soon  after  leaving  Manilla  on 
the  14th  of  March  the  Asiatic  cholera  broke  out 
among  the  crew  and  carried  oiT  thirteen  in  a  very 
ehort  time.  There  were  thirty  or  forty  cases, in  all; 
but  during  the  ten  days  preceding  the  writing  of  the 
letter  there  had  not  been  a  single  new  case,  and  the 
sick  were  rapidly  recovering.  No  officer  had  been 
attacked. 

GENF.RiL    ORDERS. 

No  person  shall  hereafter  receive  the  appointment 
of  naval  constructor  in  the  navy  of  the  United  Slates, 
unless  he  shall  have  examined  and  approved  by  a 
board  to  be  designed  for  that  purpose  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy. 

No  person  shall  hereafter  receive  the  appointment 
of  boatswain,  gunner,  carpenter,  or  sailmaker,  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  unless  he  shall  have  been 
examined  and  approved  by  a  board  to  be  designated 
for  that  purpose  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

GEORGE  BANCROFT. 

Navy  department,  August  17,  1846. 

Deaths. — Commander  Wetmore,  navy  agent  at 
New  Yoik,  United  States  navy,  died  on  the 8lh  inst., 
aged  50  years.  The  rejnains  of  this  distinguished 
officer  were  interred  at  Bergen  Hill,  N.  J.,  on  Sun- 
day afternoon,  a  large  concourse  of  civilians  and 
oQl' CIS  of  the  navy  and  marine  being  present.  The 
funeral  services  at  the  house  were  conducted  by 
Uev.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  church, 
who  delivered  an  appropriate  address,  in  which  he 
look  a  brief  survey  of  the  deceased  officer's  services 
in  the  navy  during  the  past  thirty-six  years.  The 
funeral  procession  was  led  by  the  North  Carolina's 
band.  The  officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps  in 
unilorm  served  as  pall-bearers,  and  a  party  of  sailors, 
neatly  dressed  in  blue  jackets  and  white  trowsers, 
carried  the  coffin  to  the  hearse.  At  the  grave  the 
ceremonies  were  performed  by  the  chaplain  of  the 
navy  yard,  Rev.  Mr.  Stockbridge. 

[JV.  y.  Com.  Mv. 

Congressional  Book  Trade. — Wo  had  half  a 
notion  to  commence  a  regular  item  under  the  "busi- 
neis"  caption,  of  these  considerable  operations.  The 
act  of  the  last  session  may  obviate  the  necessity, 
perhaps.  We  hope  it  will.  'I'hat  our  readers  may 
be  aware  of  the  extent  to  which  it  has  progressed, 
we  give  the  following  extract  from  tlie  Washington 
correspondence  of  the   New    York   tlvcniug  Post: 

"The  fact  is  that  thu  cost  of  the  bucks  ap|iropri- 
ated  liy  each  now  member  uf  congress  under  the  re 
Hululiun  legalizing  the  plunder,  is  just  ji566.  The 
whole  number  of  new  incmlurs  is  one  hundred  and 
eight,  and  the  sum  "realized"  by  th  \i  very  sagacious 


'  financial  operation,"  is  <}ni,128.  Several  of  the 
old  members  of  this  congress,  who  were  new  mem- 
bers of  the  last,  refused  to  take  the  plunder  under  a 
similar  resolution  of  that  congress,  but  these  were 
only  exceptions.  Suppose  two  hundred  and  twenty 
members  of  the  present  house  too];  their  books  under 
the  operation  of  the  two  resolutions  within  the  three 
years  yast,  then  the  amount  thus  abstracted  from 
the  public  treasury  has  been  $124,520.  These  books 
arc  of  a  character  that  a  mecuher  of  congress  looks 
at  perhaps  two  or  three  times  in  the  course  of  his 
life — a  diplomatist,  a  book  worm,  or  a  book  maker, 
somewhat  oflener.  I  do  not  answer  for  the  asser- 
tion, hut  it  is  said,  and  Senator  Benton  says  it,  that 
they  are  very  often  merely  passed  into  the  hands  of 
a  bookseller  of  this  place,  who  sells  them  lo  the  con- 
gressional printing  establishment  from  which  they 
originally  issued,  by  the  proprietors  of  which  they 
are  again  furnished  to  the  house,  as  wanted  under 
the  resolutions  biennially  passed  and  to  be  passed. — 
1  have  heard  it  said,  by  a  person  who  had  made 
some  enquiry,  that  this  bookseller  would  this  year 
make  §20,000  in  this  reputable  line  of  traffic.  A 
lax  public  opinion  has  tolerated  this  misappropria- 
tion of  the  public  funds.  It  is  a  natural  off-shoot  of 
the  system  of  book  making  by  congress,  which  again 
proceeds  from  the  system  of  appointing  official  prin- 
ters. Tliat  is  now  to  be  done  away  with,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  never  again  hear  of  the  printing  of  60,000 
copies  of  a  patent  report  of  1 ,200  pages,  or  of  45,000 
reports  of  an  exploring  lieutenant  In  the  army,  or  of 
the  distribution  of  $125,000  worth  of  books  to  mem- 
bers of  congress." 

Treasury  circular. — The  following  circular 
from  the  treasury  department  has  just  been  issued  to 
the  collectors  of  customs; 

Treasury  Department,  August  \6th,  1845. 

Sir:  1  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information  and 
government,  a  copy  of  an  act  of  congress,  approved 
the  ;id  August,  1846,  "To  exempt  coffee  imported 
from  the  Netherlands  from  duly  in  certain  cases,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

The  fust  section,  yon  will  perceive,  authorizes  the 
free  admission,  ol'ter  the  passage  of  the  act,  of  cof- 
fee, the  production  or  growth  of  the  colonies  or  de- 
pendencies of  the  Netherlands,  imported  from  the 
Netherlands,  either  in  Dutch  or  American  vessels. 

By  the  second  section,  "the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury is  authorized  and  required  lo  refund  and  pay 
out  of  any  money  in  Ihe  treasury  not  otherwise  ap 
propriated,  to  the  several  persons  or  parties  entitled 
to  the  same,  the  amount  of  duties  levied  and  collect- 
ed upon  the  importations  of  coffee  in  American  ves- 
sels from  the  Netherlands,  betv.'een  the  30lh  day  of 
August,  1842,  and  the  llin  day  of  September,  1845." 

In  order  that  compliance  may  be  had  with  these 
provisions  of  law,  you  will,  in  each  case  of  claim 
under  Ihe  said  second  section  occurring  at  your  port, 
upon  application  made  to  you,  direct  an  examination 
of  the  same,  and,  if  it  be  found  to  be  embraced  by 
the  provisions  of  that  section,  will  furnish  to  the 
claimant  for  transmission  to  this  department,  a  state- 
ment, certified  by  yourself  and  the  naval  oflicer,  set- 
ting forth  the  particulars  of  the  case,  and  showing 
the  amount  of  duty  to  be  refunded;  on  which  state- 
ment, should  it  be  found  satisfactory,  the  claim  will 
be  adjusted  at  Ihe  department,  and  the  amount  as- 
certaineu  lo  be  due  paid  by  draft  on  the  treasury  in 
favor  of  the  claimant,  or  of  his  duly  authorized  agent 
or  attorney.  In  reference  to  this  section,  it  is  to  be 
remarked  that,  considering  the  provision  as  having 
relation  to  importations  made  in  American  vessels 
only,  the  department  must  be  limited  in  its  authority 
to  refund  lo  that  description  of  vessels  exclusively. 

'I'he  third  .•ection  of  the  act,  having  reference  to 
the  vessels  of  Spain,  and  exempting  the  same  from 
the  future  payment  of  discriminating  tonnage  duties 
when  coming  from  foreign  countries  other  than  Cu- 
ba or  Porto  Rico,  autnorizes  also  the  refunding  of 
such  duly  in  certain  cases  paid  by  Spanish  vessels 
under  the  act  of  the  13th  July,  1332,  "concerning 
tonnage  duties  on  Spanish  vessels,"  on  application 
made  lo  you  for  return  duties  under  this  provision, 
you  will  furnish,  after  due  examination  ol  the  case, 
the  certified  statement  for  adjustment  at  this  depart- 
ment, as  required  in  reference  to  the  other  provi- 
sions of  the  act  now  transmitted. 

K.  J.  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

An  act  to  exempt  cod'ee  imported  from  the  Nether- 
lands from  duly  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  Slates  of  Anurica  in  congress  assem- 
bled. That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
coftce,  the  production  or  growth  of  the  colonies  or 
dependencies  of  the  Netherlands,  imported  into  the 
United  Stales  from  the  Netherlands,  either  in  Outch 


or  American  vessels,  shall  be  admitted  free  of  duty; 
and  so  much  of  the  act  approved  the  30th  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1842,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  revenue  from 
imports,  and  to  change  and  modify  existing  laws  im- 
posing duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,''  as 
is  inconsistent  herewith,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Sec  2.  .ind  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is.  authorized 
and  required  to  refund  and  pay  out  of  any  money  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the  sev- 
eral persons  or  parties  entitled  to  receive  the  same, 
the  amount  of  duties  levied  and  collected  upon  Ihe 
importations  of  coffee  in  American  vessels  from  Ihe 
Netherlands,  the  production  or  growth  of  the  colo- 
nies or  dependencies  of  the  Netherlands,  between 
the  30th  day  of  August,  1842,  and  the  11th  day  of 
September,  1845. 

Sec  3.  ,.1nd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
and  required  to  refund  and  pay  out  of  any  money  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the  per- 
sons or  parties  severally  entitled  to  receive  the  same, 
the  amount  of  discriminating  tonnage  duties  hereto- 
fore levied  and  collected  on  Spanish  vessels  coming 
from  foreign  countries  (except  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico) 
under  the  act  approved  the  13th  day  of  July,  1832, 
entitled  ".\n  act  concerning  tonnage  duties  on  Span- 
ish vessels;"  and  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  no  discriminating  tonnage  duties  shall  be  levied 
on  Spanish  vessels  coming  from  foreign  countries, 
except  those  coming  from  Cuba  or  Porto  Rico. 

Indians  of  New  Mexico. 
Mr.  Bent  (tlie  Santa  Fe  Trader,  *vho  has  recently 
returned  to  St.  Louis,)  estimates  the  population  of 
New  Mexico,  at  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand;  of 
whom  25,000  reside  east  and  north  of  tlie  Rio  del 
Norte.  He  has  furnished  a  table  of  the  number  of 
Indians  residing,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  N.  Mexico, 
which  we  here  copy: 
Pueblo  Indians  of  Taos,  living  in  a  per- 


manent  village, 

200    families. 

do. 

Picorees,  also  in 

village, 

80 

do. 

Abbegue, 

' 

40 

do. 

Nambay, 

' 

50 

do. 

St.  Juan, 

' 

200       " 

do. 

Pauquike, 

•' 

20       " 

do. 

Tacousi, 

" 

60 

do. 

San  lidcfonso. 

" 

40       " 

do- 

Santa Clara, 

"     south 

side  of 

the  Del  Norte, 

20 

do. 

Santa  Demirgo, 

" 

300 

do. 

San  Felipe, 

" 

100 

do. 

Cactutea, 

•' 

60 

do. 

Sandillea, 

" 

160 

do. 

Istera, 

" 

120 

do. 

Acama, 

"S.  side  river  100 

do. 

Laguna, 

U                 ii 

100 

do. 

Socenie, 

U                 il 

200        •• 

Three  villages  of  Miqu 

ies. 

250 

Navajoses,  roving  Indians, 

300  lodges. 

Apaches,  southern,  roving. 

300 

!'         northern. 

60 

Eutaws, 

500 

Comanches, 

2500 

Kiawas, 

350 

Chayennes, 

330 

An- 

jpahoes, 

400 

There  are,  he  supposes 

an  averag 

e  of  two  warriors 

to  each 

family,  and  of  three  to  each 

lodge  of  Indians, 

or,  in 

\l\,  about  eighteen 

thousand  warriors. 

Prairie   Indians A   correspondent  of  the  N.  O 

Picayune — probably  Mr.  Kendall — gives  the  follow- 
ing list  of  the  tribes  which  have  joined  in  the  treaty 
lately  negocialed  by  Commissioners  Butler  and  Lew- 
is:— 

According  to  the  best  information  the  commission- 
ers were  able  to  obtain  these  prairie  or  border  Indians 
consist  of  22,000  souls,  of  wliieh  the  Camanches  are 
the  master  spirits,  and  constitute  about  13,000  souls; 
subdivided  into  six  different  bands  with  distinct  organ- 
izations, all  speaking  the  same  language,  but  rarely 
uniting  or  acting  iu  concert.  They  make  no  corn, 
but  live  entirely  upon  the  chase  of  the  Buffalo  and  the 
mustang,  and  by  continuous  predatory  exciu'sians  up- 
on the  Northern  Mexican  provinces. 

The  next  in  numbers  and  importance  are  the  Kia- 
ways,  luimbering  about  3500  souls,  of  the  same  char- 
acter and  vocation.  The  next  arc  the  Essequetas 
and  Muscalaroes,  numbering  about  4000  souls.  They 
are  recently  from  the  province  of  Mexico,  and  are  a 
corn-pl;uiting,  improving  people.  The  Wichetaws, 
Toweyasli,  Wacocs,  Kcccliics.   Tiwockenies,  five  lit 
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tie  tribes,  and  although  distinct  tribes,  speaking  dif- 
ferent languages,  from  long  associations  and  inter- 
marriage, are  much  the  same  people.  They  average 
about  140  souls  each  tribe;  they  plant  corn  and  have 
settled  residences  in  villages,  but  are  the  most  noto- 
rious horse-thieves  in  the  prairies. 

The  lonies,  Anno  arcocs  and  Caddoes  are  in  much 
the  same  condition.  They  number  about  1000  souls, 
and  plant  corn,  pumpkins,  &e.  They  live  upon  the 
Brazos  river,  nearest  the  white  settlements.  Tlic  Li- 
pans  and  Tonkav.'ays,  numbering  about  800  souls,  have 
heretofore  been  allies  of  Texas,-  iiiliabiting  the  coun- 
try about  San  Atuonio,  and  depending  upon  game  for 
subsistence.  Those,  with  a  few  renegade  Kickapoos, 
numbering  about  300  souls;  Cherokees  about  60:  Dol- 
awares  and  Shawnees  50,  constitute  tlie  diftiirent  tribes 
of  Indians  that  were  in  attendance  and  parties  to  the 
late  treaty. 

The  ceremonies  of  the  treaty  are  described  as  sol- 
emn and  imposing.  The  pipe  of  pe.xce  with  the  tobac- 
co and  wampum,  the  usual  emblems  of  such  ceremo- 
nies, were  handled  and  interchanged,  as  indicating  a 
long  ;\  bite  road  of  peace.  The  tomahawk  was  bur- 
ied and  the  bow  unstrung,  as  each  Chief  would  sign  the 
treaties,  he  would  approach  tlie  Commissioners  and 
embrace.     About  60  signed. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Picayune  describes  these 
Prairie  Indians  as  greatly  addicted  to  eating  Buffalo 
beef,  running  horses,  gambling,  and  dancing.  They 
are  Catholics  in  faith,  and  scrupulous  in  their  obser- 
vance of  religious  ceremonies.  They  eat  or  consume 
about  ten  pounds  of  beef  each  per  day!  The  writer 
says  the  only  variety  we  have  at  night  to  the  Indian 
war  dance  and  gambling  song,  is  Uie  crossfire  of  about 
two  thousand  wolves  and  aboat'  tliree  thousand  dogs~ 
A  change  of  scene  is  thus  described: 

Yesterday  we  had  a  change  of  ceremony  by  some 
new  charactei-s  who  cluisseed  hi  the  dance.  A  gang  of 
buffalo  bulls  entered  the  ring  suddenly  and  unobserved, 
having  crossed  the  river  on  their  way  to  the  prairies 
migrating  north.  Suddenly,  about  one  ■  thousand  In- 
dians and  two  tliousand  dogs  were  in  pm'suit,  mounted 
with  theu-  bows  and  arrows.  We  had  prairie-life  in 
full  view.  They  soon  had  these  poor  native  claimants 
of  the  soil  subdued  beneath  tlieii-  feet.  I  saw  what  I 
have  often  heard  of,  an  arrow  shot  entirely  llirough  a 
buffalo,  with  a  bow  that  I  afterwards  purchased.  I 
also  saw  them  penetrate  the  animal  and  ride  near 
enough  to  extract  the  arrow,  to  prevent  its  being  bro- 
ken by  the  fall  of  the  buffalo.  The  expertness  of 
these  people  on  horseback  upon  the  prairies,  with  their 
horses  well  trained,  I  am  satisfied  has  not  been 
overrated. 


THE  TARIFF". 


A  FREE  TRADE  visio.v.  Mr.  Marsh,  of  Vermonl, 
in  the  course  of  his  last  speech  in  congress  againsl 
the  new  tariff,  thus  cliaracterizes  Mr.  VVaUier's  de- 
claration that  his  favonls  scheme  would  throw  open 
to  us  'Hlie  markets  of  the  world,  containing  a  popu- 
lation of  eight  hundred  millions,  disabled  from  pur- 
chasing our  products  by  our  high  duties  on  all  they 
would  sell  in  exchange:" 

"What  a  sublime  prospect!  Republican  America 
is  lo  turn  nursing  mother  to  rojal  Euiope  and  bar 
barous  Asia,  and.  ur 211,0110,000  of  peofileare  lo  Iced, 
from  the  surplus  of  their  garners,  the  famishing  780, 
000,000,  who  are  slietching  out  their  hands  lo  us, 
both  from  the  firm  coiuineiits  arid  the  i^les  of  the 
ocean!  Hitherto  the  tariff  has  been  a  wall  of  ada- 
mant between  us  and  the  cuuruless  myriads  lliat  are 
waiting  to  p'-'ur  into  our  laps  the  gold  of  Opliir  and 
the  diamonds  of  Guicunda,  in  exchange  for  the  food 
that  v;a5te3  m  our  storehouses  because  there  is  none 
to  consume  it.  But  this  barrier  is  now  to  be  re- 
moved; our  people  are  to  return  to  the  pristine  sim- 
plicity of  Arf-auian  life;  the  i  ude  clung  of  the  fore- 
man's hanimer,  llje  hum  of  the  spindle,  and  the 
creaking  of  the  ponderous  engine,  stial^  no  longer 
grate  harsh  thunder  upon  dt-mueratic  ears,  and  we 
shall  know  no  occupation  but  the  care  of  gentle 
herds,  and  t!:e  quiet  labors  of  the  plough.  The 
Chinese  will  bring  the  silks  and  teas  of  the  celestial 
empire;  the  Hindoo  the  muslins  of  Dacca;  the 
swarthy  Arab  the  coffee  of  Mocha,  the  Malay  the 
spices  of  Bcinda  and  Ambo^na,  of  Ternate  and  Ti- 
dore;  the  lingiishnian,  the  broadcloths  and  cutlery  of 
Leeds  and  Manchester,  and  Birujingham;  the  French- 
man the  silks  and  ribbons  of  Provence;  the  Portu- 
gese the  generous  wines  ol'  Oporto  and  Madeira,  and 
gladly  exchange  them  all  lor  the  turnips  and  pota- 
toes of  .Maine,  the  cotton  of  South  Carolina,  and  the 
Indian  corn  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.    Then 


the  indigenous  luxuries  of  America  will  gradually 
win  their  way  to  foreign  favor,  until  they  shall  every 
wiiere  supplant  whatever  chrjice  viands  and  luscious 
i ru its  bounteous Iiatuie  has  bestowed  on  other  clinics. 
The  fertile  fields  of  England,  and  Holland,  and  Uer- 
many,  and  France,  shall  be  tilled  no  longer;  and  the 
rich  luxuriance  of  the  tropics  shall  vainly  ti'inpt  the 
hand  that  scorns  lo  pluck  it.  The  Chinese  will  aban- 
don his  bird's  nests  and  his  opium  for  sausages,  dried 
herring  and  tobacco;  Ihu  hog  and  hommony  of  the 
western  squatter  will  expel  the  roast- beef  and  plum 
I  uilding  of  old  England;  the  Neapolitan  lazzarone 
will]  >a  the  his  macaroni,  and  afiect  hoe-cake;  the 
Fienclinian  turn  from  garlic  and  frogs  and  soupe 
niaigre,  and  cry  for  Wcalhersfield  onions  and  Vankee 
baked  polk  and  beans;  the  West  Indian  will  reject 
the  etherial  juices  of  the  plantain,  the  pineapple, 
the  bread-lruit,  the  durion,  and  the  chirinioya,  and 
feed  on  gross  codfish  and  potatoes;  the  Russian  will 
cease  lo  guzzle  the  insipid  quass,  and  henceforth  sip 
no  other  beverage  but  the  pure  Monongahela!  This 
is,  indeed,  a  somewhat  poetical  version  of  the  secre- 
tary's vaticinations,  but  it  is  every  whit  as  sane  and 
aa  probable.     Truly,  Mr.  Chairman — 

'"The  earili  hiuh  bubbles,  as  the  water  liaili, 

And  ilitse  are  ot  ihem." 

iRotf.  The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  says— 
'•We  understand  that  a  large  iron  manufacturer  not 
far  from  Philadelphia,  has  received  intimation  that  a 
proposition  for  nearly  six  thousand  tons  of  iron  is 
withdrawn.     The  order  is  to  be  sent  to  England." 

Flattering  for  the  farmers.  The  Now  York 
Morning  Aiius  (locofoco)  says: — "'rtie  farmers  in 
Michigan  have  got  in  but  light  crops  of  wheat,  which 
is  not  worth  over  31^  cents  per  bushel."  Light  crops 
and  low  prices!  The  New  York  Express  well  asks, 
what  has  become  of  the  good  effects  of  the  repeal  of 
our  tariff  and  of  the  change  in  the  corn  laws  of  Eng- 
land, both  of  which  we  are  told  would  put  up  the 
prices  of  our  produce.'  When  is  the  advance  to 
commence? — Richmond  fVliig. 

Pennsvlvavia  and  the  tariff.  The  Harrisburg 
Argus,  the  leading  administration  paper,  contains  ac- 
counts of  public  meetings  held  by  tne  "democracy" 
of  Perry,  Miliiin,  Northumberland,  Clarion,  Berks, 
Cumberland,  and  Butler  counties,  at  all  of  which 
resolutions  were  adopted  expressive  of  marked  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  new  tariff  act.  We  annex  some 
of  the  resolutions,  to  show  more  distinctly  the  tone 
and  character  of  public  sentiment  on  the  subject. 

Among  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  Perry  county 
meeting  are  these: 

Resolved,  That  Polk  and  Dallas  received  the  elec- 
toral vole  of  Pennsylvania  under  the  impression  and 
belief  that  the  inlcresls  of  our  stale  would  be  safe  in 
their  hands;  that  while  we  did  not  oppose  all  amend- 
ments or  inodilications  of  the  tariff  of  1842,  yet  we 
approved  of  the  principles  on  which  it  was  based, 
and  view  with  regret  and  alarm  its  entire  destruction 
by  the  tariff  act  of  1846. 

Resolved,  That  the  tariff  of  IS46,  in  our  opinion,  is 
not  "a  tariff  for  revenue — such  a  one  as  will  yield  a 
sufficient  amount  to  the  treasury  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  government  economically  adminlsler- 
eil,"  and  does  not  "aliord  reasonable  incidental  pro- 
tection to  our  home  industry."  That  it  does  not  af 
ford  "fidr  and  just  piotection  to  all  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  Union,  embracing  agriculture,  manufac- 
tures, the  mechanic  arts,  commerce,  and  navigation" 
—but  that  it  is  framed  with  a  view  to  the  interests  of 
the  .S'oui/i  Jl  the  expense  of  the  manufacturers  of  the 
.Vo'f/i,  and  especially  the  iron  and  coal  interests  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  George  M.  Dallas,  by  giving  llip 
casting  vote  in  favor  of  the  present  odious  tariff  bill, 
when  the  slates  were  equally  divided,  has  turned 
traitor  to  the  stale  and  deceived  the  party  to  which 
he  owes  his  elevation. 

The  Norihuiiiberland  resolutions  open  with  the  fol- 
lowing preaiiible: 

1  he  deiMocrary  of  Pennsylvania  have  so  invariably 
evinced  their  firm  adherence  to  the  great  principles 
of  the  party  as  laid  down  and  established  years  ago, 
by  the  latheis  of  democracy,  that  their  laitti  cannot 
now  be  called  in  question.  But,  while  their  attach- 
ment to  their  party  is  strong,  their  attachment  to 
their  coiuKv;;  is  stronger,  and  they  never  can  be  guilty 
of  raising  a  suicidal  hand,  to  strike  down  the  great 
interests  of  the  people  of  their  state — nor  will  they 
permit  theni  to  beciushed  by  those  whom  they  have 
elevated  lo  power  as  long  a,  they  can  raise  their 
voice  or  hand  to  avert  the  impending  ruin. 

'1  he  democracy  of  the  Keystone  state  have  been 
cheated  and  betrayed  by  the  passage  of  McKay's 
British  tariff  bill,  and  it  is  due  to  themselves  to  de- 
nounce the  fraud,  and  express  llieir  otter  abhorrenc*  , 
of  its  author. 


George  M.  Dallas,  warmed  into  political  life  and 
cherished  by  a  too  cnnbnu.Z  democracy— fed  for 
years  by  their  bounty,  and  elevate.!  '.'•  tb'-ir suflrages 
lo  the  second  office  in  the  gift  of  a  free  |,J''."'"='  ^f 
his  recent  vole,  in  the  senate  of  the  United  "Slateoi 
has  betrayed  the  interests  of  his  native  slate,  and  for- 
feited all  title  to  our  respect  and  confidence.  He 
has  voted  lo  reduce  the  free  laborer  of  tlio  North  lo 
a  level  with  the  slave  laborer  of  the  South  — to  bring 
down  the  wages  of  our  mechanics  lo  the  price  of 
British  paupers — lo  olose  our  workihops  and  our 
coalmines — lo  ruin  our  manufactories — lo  put  out 
the  fire  of  our  furnaces — destroy  the  home  market  of 
our  farmers,  and  utterly  frustrate  our  resources. 

It  would  have  been  bad  enough  had  this  outrage 
been  mfliclod  upon  us  by  those  alien  lo  our  soil,  and 
unfiiendly  lo  our  prospt-rity;  but  such  an  infliction  of 
injury  by  a  man  whose  profcssh.ns  and  public  acts  in 
favor  of  protection  had  induced  us  lo  confi.lo  m 
him,  is  a  shanulLss  acl  of  treachery  which  has  no 
parallel  in  the  history  of  our  party. 

Therefore,  in  the  exercise  of  the  glorious  privilege 
of  freemen — that  of  expressing  our  opinions  upon 
all  subjects  affcctina  our  interests. 

Raolred,  'J'hat  George  M.  Dallas,  in  abandoning 
"an  established  policy,  coeval  in  the  language  of 
Prusidt-nt  Jacks-jn,  with  our  government— believed 
by  an  immense  majority  of  our  people  to  be  consti- 
tutional, wise,  and  expedient,  has  been  guiliy  of  a 
(renc'ii  rouj  .leparture  from,  ond  a  shameless dereliclioix  of 
sacred  trust  ami  confidence." 

Resolved,  That  the  policy  pursued  by  the  adminis- 
tinlion,  in  reference  lo  the  adjustment  of  the  details 
of  our  revenue  laws,  is  an  uncalled  for  departure 
fr.im  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  democratic  parly; 
an  abandonment  of  the  principles  asserted  by  Jcffu-r- 
son,  Madison,  Monroe,  and  .lackson;  at  variance  with 
the  declarations  of  the  president  during  the  campaign 
of  1844,  and  ruinously  detrimental  lo  all  the  great 
interests  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  walch-word  of  the  North,  from 
this  time  forth,  until  the  overthrow  of  the  tariff'  bill 
of  1846,  shall  be  "repeal!"  And  we  hereby  pledge 
ourselves  lo  support  no  man,  for  any  office,  who  will 
not  openly  avow  himself  opposed  lo  thai  iniquitous 
measure,  and  in  favor  of  giving  fair  and  iust|)ro/«c- 
/io)i  to  home  industry  and  domestic  manufactures. 

The  Clarion  county  meeling  adopted  the  followins 
resolution. 

Resolved,  That  we  were  for  the  tariff  of  1849,  that 
we  now  are,  and  that  wo  will  continue  so  lo  be. 

From  the  resolutions  of  "Old  Berks"  we  extract 
the  following: 

Rcsuivcd,  That  the  policy  of  the  democratic  party 
of  Pennsylvania  is  lo  support  the  unanimous  voice  of 
lis  legislature,  its  representatives  and  senators,  and 
demand  such  alteration  of  the  tariff  of  184G,  as  will 
afford  a  reasonable  protection,  not  only  lo  her  manu- 
facturers, but  also  lo  hir  farmirs,  mechanics,  and  la- 
borers, engaged  or  interested  in  her  great  staples  of 
coal  and  iron. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  laboring  men  of  Berks  coun- 
ty, believe  that  the  lime  has  arrived  when  il  is  im, 
portanl  that  we  should  speak  in  a  lone  not  to  be  mis- 
underttood,  and  that  we  call  upon  the  laboring  men 
of  the  country,  lo  raise  their  voice  against  the  Brit- 
ish tariff  of  forty  six,  and  that  wa  insist  upon  its  i.Ti- 
mediale  repeal. 

Resolved,  That  we  call  upon  congress  to  re-enact 
the  tariff  act  of  forty-two,  and  which  by  our  votes 
was  supported  in  forty-four,  under  which  as  a  free 
people  and  laboring  men,  we  are  in  a  more  happy 
and  ffoui'ishing  condition  than  we  ever  were  before. 
The  editor  of  llie  "Democratic  Hero,"  published' 
in  Boiler  county.  Pa.,  thus  expresses  himself: 
•  "We  advocated  tile  election  of  .Mr.  Polk  and  Mr: 
Dallas,  and  likewise  contended  for  the  act  of  J340. 
We  did  so  because  we  believed— honeslly  believed-— 
that  Mr.  Polk,  in  his  l.;tter  lo  Mr.  Kane,  was  more 
favorable  lo  thai  tariff  than  I\lr.  Clay,  whom  we 
knew  adhered  lo  the  principles  of  the  compromiso 
acl,  as  declared  in  his  letters  lo  Merriwelher  and 
Bronson.  In  the  tariff  views  of  Mr.  Polk  and  .Mr. 
Dallas  we  have  been  most  grossly  deceived,  and  wo 
hesitate  not  in  telling  our  readers  so. 

The  Boston  Jltlaa,  of  the  11th  says — "The  Boston 
Post  appears  lo  be  quite  pleased  because  il  finds  an 
admission  thai  some  of  the  factories  con  live,  even 
under  the  locofoco  British  larifl' law.  We  suppos* 
nobody  is  quite  senseless  enough  lo  suppose  that 
every  factory  in  the  country  will  be  closed,  and  their 
entire  business  discontinued,  if  this  tariff  should  go 
into  operation— bul,  then,  tlioso  even  that  are  abls 
lo  weather  the  storm,  must  do  il  under  great  disad- 
vantages and  dilUcullies  that  Ihere  is  no  necessity 
t  ley  should  be  compelled  to  encounter.  While 
many  branches  of  Auiericaii  industry  must  be  discon- 
tinued, under  the  operation  of  that  lavv,  those  which 
are  enabled  lu  continue  on,  must  do  so  under  rerf 
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small  or  no  profits,  and  under  a  great  reduction  of 
the  wages  of  operative  labor.  Ifthe  laborins  classes 
of  our  communily-free-born  American  men  a„d 
women-are  willing  lo  live-that  .s,  almost  to  starve 
—08  the  operatives  in  the  English  factories  do,  we 
doubt  not  that  many  of  our  manufacturing  establish- 
ments might  hold  up,  even  underlhis  law,  uhich  the 
Post  is  trying  to  write  into  favor  with  the  people.— 
The  free  labor  of  American  hands  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed for  a  mere  pittance  sufTicient  to  keep  soul  and 
body  together.  Most  fervently  do  we  pray  that  the 
industry  of  our  country  may  never  be  reduced  to  so 
miserable  a  sttait-although  it  will  not  be  the  .ault 
of  the  locofcco  majority  in  congress,  who  passed  this 
British  tarifl;  or  of  the  Boston  Post  that  supports  il, 
if  American  labor  is  not  reduced  lo  that  humiliating 
and  degraded  level." 


Tht  Lowell  Cornier  says— "As  for  New  England 
and  Massachusetts,  why  we  must  do  as  well  as  we 
can.     A   French    writer  says  that  power  is  alv. ay 


popular— 'the  rich  are  grateful  to  it  for  what  il  giv 
Ihem,  the  poor  for  what  il  leaves  Ihem.'     The  Saulh 
have 'taken  from  us  the  protection  of  the  law,  but  let 
;  thankful  that  they  have  left  strong  hands,  which 


the  wheat  lax  amounts  to  $32,000,000  a  year.  We 
produce  1,000,000,000  pounds  of  cotton  yearly.  We 
imported  last  year,  according  lo  the  secretary's  re- 
port, 13,000,000  pounds  of  colton.  If  the  duly, 
(three  cents  per  pound)  is  added  to  the  price  of  cot- 
ton, then  the  cotton  tax  will  amount  to  $30,000,000. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that,  according  to  the  secretary's 
theory,  the  lax  paid  upon  these  articles  of  agricultu- 
ral production  will  amount  to  !4,77,000,000  per  year, 
being  more  than  the  amount  on  the  secretary's  six- 
teen articles  above  mentioned.  Theso  calculations 
as  to  V.  heat,  cotton,  and  potatoes,  I  admit  are  all  ab- 
surd, but  not  more  so  than  those  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury. 

Having  failed  this  morning  in  my  eflbrt  to  get  the 
floor  to  vindicate  myself  against  this  attack,  I  have 
to  avail  myself  of  this  the  only  mode  left  for  its  ac- 
complishment. A.  STEWART. 
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Fr.uids  in  Tradk.  Many  small  articles  of  hard- 
ware which  are  sold  by  "(aic"  or  "irei*/il,"  are  pur- 
posely put  up  "short  count,"  or  "short  weight,"  so 
that  the  actual  contents  of  the  pacltages  of  such  ar- 
ticles are  sonulimes  not  more  than  half,  and  often  do 
not  exceed  three-fourths  of  what  the  labels  represent 
noth'inE"ca"irtire7Btout'hearls,  which  nothing  can  dis-  \  them  to  be.  Many  others  are  sold  by  numbers,  the 
courage;  and  a  habit  of  labor  which  nothing  can  de     sizes  of  which   ought,  of  course,  to  be  always  uni 


stroy.  With  these  it  shall  go  hard,  but  we  will  yet 
get  a  living,  and  make  money  in  spite  of  the  effurl  to 
prevent  it." 

"home  league." 
To  the  editors  of  the  J\i'alional  Inlelligeneer: 

House  of  Representatives,  .'lugiLSt  H,  184G. 
1  see  this  morning  that  1  am  assailed  by  the  editors 
of  the  "Union"  in  nearly  a  column  of  abuse  for  hav- 
ing had  the  "hardihood"  to  propose  in  the  house  the 
formation  of  a  "home  league"  to  use  .Imerican  in- 
stead of /omgn  gooi/s— to  support  our  own  mecha- 
nics, manufacturers,  and  farmers,  in  preference  to 
those  of  Great  Britain,  and  thus  resist  the  declared 
purpose  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  prevent 
the  substitution  of  American  for  foreign  goods. 


form;  but  it  has  become  a  common  practice,  when 
ordering  such  articles,  to  direct  the  manufacturer  to 
"mark  up"  one  or  two  Nos. — that  is  No.  1  to  be 
marked  2  or  3,  but,  of  course,  to  be  charged  the  re- 
gular price  for  No.  1;  the  merchant's  object  being, 
if  possible,  to  cheat  an  unwary  customer,  by  charg- 
ing him  as  nearly  the  price  of  No.  3  or  3  as  dread  of 
detection  will  permit  him  to  approach.  These  prac- 
tices are  rendered,  in  one  respect,  comparatively  un- 
important, by  the  certainty  that  they  must  soon  de- 
feat their  own  object,  as  but  few  persons  can  be 
found,  in  this  country,  sufficiently  "verdant"  to  be 
"shaved"  in  this  manner  more  than  once  or  twice 
wilh  impunity.  The  shallow  artifice  musl  be  soon  de- 
tected, and  the  next  purchase  will  be  made  with 
greater  circumspection,  and  a  result  more  aatisfac- 


„        ,        ,,   .     ,,     u         .     •  „      »  11  h  i,o„.„,      I  tory  lo  the  purchaser.     But  such  practices  arc  mor^ 
i    This  the  "Union"  characterizes  as  high  Ireason-        J  J      ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^.H  ^^^  ,^  ^,,^. 

aa  a  proceeding  "against  the  government.       Now,  .o.fjijence  between  man  and  man,  and  thereby 

hnw  the  oreference  of  .Smencan  to  iin(is/i  goods    s  a     .  ,  ,      .      .  ,[       ,     i        j  .       ui       r 

now  ine  pieiciLuuc  ui  ..i.it  a  .„,.     mmeasnrab  y    to   increase   the    toil   and  trouble  of 

proceeding  "against  the  government"  is  beyond  my  '  "'"'"^'»-  ' 

comprehension.  If  lie  had  said  against  the  British 
government,  1  could  have  understood  him.  But  tliis 
is  not  all.     The  Union  threatens  that,  if  this  plan  of 


'a  home  league"  to  prefer  .^inti  icon  to /Jrifis/i  good 
is  persisted  in,  they  will  form  "a  home  league"  to 
prefer  British  to  American  goods;  or,  in  the  words  of 
the  Union,  "refuse  to  touch  an  article  produced  by 
American  manufacturers."  Let  the  Union  and  his 
friends  form  their  "home  league,"  and  "refuse  to 
toueh"  any  thing  produced  by  Americans — let  them 
do  this,  and  see  what  the  .American  shoemakers,  hat- 
ters and  other  mechanics  and  manufacturers  will 
say  to  il.  Let  them  form  their  British  league  to  use 
British  goods  in  opposition  the  .imerican  league  to 
use  .^mericau  goods,  and  see  which  will  prevail.  Let 
them  try  which  is  the  strongest,  the  British  or  the 
Jlmtrican  party  in  this  country.  To  this  1  have  no 
objection. 

I  am  further  charged  by  the  Union  with  favoring 
the  tarilV  of  1842,  which  it  says  imposes  a  tax  of 
«tg/i(t;  millions  of  dollars,  by  the  increased  price  of 
sixteen  articles  enumerated  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  viz:  iron,  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  leath- 
er, paper,  &.C.,  the  prices  of  which  have  been  greatly 
reduced,  as  every  boJy  knows,  since  the  tarifl'  of 
1842.  Yet  we  are  told  that  the  people  are  taxed 
eighty  millions  of  dollars  by  the  increased  price  of 
these  articles,  of  which  the  secretary  says  we  now 
produce  annually  in  the  United  Slates  three  hundred 
and  thirty-one  millions  of  dollars'  worlli.  But  let 
the  secretary  destroy,  as  ho  proposes  to  do,  this  im- 
mense home  supply,  and  purchase  them  from  abroad, 
and  what  will  be  the  tax  paid  to  foreigners.'  Three 
hundred  and  thirty  one  millions  a  year!  And  where 
will  wc  find  money  lo  pay  it.'  But  how  does  the 
secretary  make  out  this  tax  of  eighty  inillijns,  as 
the  Union  has  it,  or  seventy-five  according  to  his  own 
BtalemenI?  By  adopting,  to  use  his  own  words,  "the 
jjosilion  that  the  duty  is  added  to  lUc  price  of  the  im- 
port, as  also  ul  its  domestic  rival." 

To  show  the  absurdity  of  the  secretary's "posifioii," 
that  ilu'.  duty  is,  in  all  cases,  added  to  the  price  of  the 
"domestic  rival"  product,  let  us  lake  a  few  other 
cases,  (quilo  as  fair  as  some  of  those  selected  by  the 
secretary,)  and  see  the  result  lo  which  it  brings  him. 
For  instance,  the  duly  on  polaUies  is  ten  cents  a  bush- 
el, ol  which  wc  imported  last  year  'Jl  1,000  bushels, 
exported  ^74,000,  and  produced  150,000,000.  Now, 
if  the  duly  of  ton  cciils  is  adiltU  lo  the  price  of  the 
home  supply,  then  the  polalo  lax  is  jJ\,'i,OUO,OOU.  We 
produced  1^8,000,000  bushclH  of  whoal;  the  duty  on 
wheat   is  twenty-five  centii  a  bushel;  so  that,  it  iho 


immeasurably 

transacting  business;  as,  where  such  suspicions  are 
entertained,  whether  justly  or  not,  the  customer  will 
naturally  wish  personally  lo  inspect  and  examine 
every  OTticle  before  purchasing.  Many  other  "tricks 
of  the  trade"  are  "too  tedious  lo  mention"  on  an  oc 
casion  such  as  Ihi^;  but  there  remains  one  monstrous 
evil  which  1  musl  particularize,  and  that  is,  the  loo 
frequent  practice  of  selling  goods,  generally  of  Ger- 
man manufacture  and  of  indilierent  quality,  under 
accurate  imitations  of  the  stamps  and  labels  of  the 
lest  English  makers  of  similar  articles — such  as  Joseph 
Rogers  £c  Sons  for  pocket  cutlery  and  scissors;  Peter 
Stubs,  Wm.  Greevts&  .Sons,  Ibbotsons  &.  Spear,  for 
saws,  files,  and  carpenter's  tools;  Richurd  Hemming 
&  Son  for  needles  and  fish  hooks — and  whoever  saw 
a  German  gun  which  has  not  "London"  branded  on 
its  barrel? 

As  an  instance  of  the  extent  lo  which  this  infa- 
mous system  of  forgery  and  fraud  has  been  carried 
^)y  the  Germans,  i  take  ihe  case  of  Wm.  Wilkinson, 
an  honesl,  inielligent  mechanic,  who,  in  the  course 
of  years  of  persevering  industry  as  a  manufacturer 
of  sheep-shears  of  uniform  excellence,  had  estab- 
lished In  Ihis  country  a  reputation  from  which  he 
doubtless  and  reasonably  hoped  lo  realize  an  exten- 
sive and  remunerating  trade;  but  the  knowledge  of 
these  circumstances  excited  the  cupidity  of  the  Ger- 
mans, who  immedialely  commenced  the  manufacture 
and  importation  of  shears,  v\hicli  externaliij  so  close- 
ly resembled  Wilkinson's  and  bore  sucti  accurate 
iinitaliuns  of  his  marks,  that  Ihe  genuine  and  spurious 
articles  were,  in  appearance,  aluiusl  identical;  but  the 
one  being  composed  of  steel  and  the  other  of  iron, 
the  diflerence  in  Uieir  iniiinsic  value  becomes  ap- 
parent to  those  whose  lut  il  is  to  use  such  imple- 
ments. 

But  this  country  being  ralher  extensive,  and  the 
difference  in  Ihe  prices  of  Ihe  two  anicles  naturally 
bearing  some  proportion  to  the  diU'erciico  in  Ihcir 
quality,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  Germans  may 
continuee  lo  find  among  us  an  extensive  sale  for  their 
really  worthless  arlicles  during  some  lime  lo  come. 
On  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the  dishonorable  com- 
peliUon  with  wliich  he  has  contend  in  this  market, 
Wilkinson  appears  lo  have  adopted  the  expedient  of 
enclo:>ing  in  each  bundle  of  his  shears,  a  printed  no- 
tice, eauUoiiing  the  public  against  the  spurious  shears; 
Ihe  Germans  very  soon  imitated  this  document  also, 
and  enclosed  a  copy  in  each  bundle  of  their  shears. — 
1  will  Bond  yoit  wilh  this  a  specimen  of  their  handi- 
work III  that  department  of  science,  and  leave  you  to 
make  your  own  cominenti  upon  il,  if  you  deem  such 


duty  is  added  lo  the  price,  as  the  secretary  says,  then  |  action  desirable.— .'V.  V,  Jour.  Com 


OFFICIAL — COURT    OF    I K q n I R T  . 
GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  39. 

ll'ar  department,  adjutant  general's  office, 

Washington,  .August  20,  1846. 
1.  The  court  of  inquiry,  whereof  Brevet  Brigadier 
General  H.  Brady  is  president,  instituted  by  "Gcae- 
ral  Orders,"  No  23,  of  June  30lh,  lo  invesligate  cer- 
tain transactions  therein  set  forth  on  ihe  part  of  Bre- 
vet Major  General  E.  P.  Grines,  commanding  the 
western  division  of  the  army,  and  which  convened 
at  Fort  Monroe,  Viiginia,  on  the  20ih  day  of  July, 
1846,  has  reported  the  following  facts  and  opinion: 
"facts." 
"General  Gaines  learned  at  New  Orleans,  about 
the  1st  May,  1846,  that  a  Mexican  army,  of  superior 
force  to  the  army  under  General  Taylor  was  advanc- 
ing to  invade  Texas,  and  that  actual  war  was  im- 
pending. He  was  informed  ofScially  from  General 
Taylor  of  his  siluation,  and  what  auxiliary  force  of 
volunteers  he  had  called  from  Ihe  slates,  viz:  four 
regiments  from  Louisiana,  and  four  regiments  from 
Texas;  and  he  was  requested  by  General  Taylor  lo 
aid  the  governor  of  Louisiana  in  equipping  and  for- 
warding the  troops  of  that  slate." 

'On  Ihe  receipt  of  this  information,  Gen.  Gaines 
wrote  lo  the  governors  of  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky,  and  Missouri,  advising  them  lo 
anticipate  a  call  from  the  president  of  the  U.  States 
for  volunteers,  and  lo  make  preparations  to  raise  the 
troopsi  11  was  not,  however,  in  form,  a  requisition  on 
them  to  send  forward  troops  before  they  were  called 
for  by  Ihe  president. 

"On  the  3d  May,  General  Gaines  sent  an  officer 
to  Mobile  lo  raise  volunteeis  for  Taylor's  army.  On 
the  4lh,  one  company  was  raised  and  embarked  for 
New  Orleans.  The  whole  volunteer  force  to  be  rais- 
ed at  Mobile,  Gen.  Gaines  limited  by  order  of  iMay  6, 
not  to  exceed  two  regiments  or  twenty  companies. 

"About  the  4lh  May,  the  governor  of  Missouri, 
being  at  New  Orleans,  tendered  to  General  Gaines 
a  regiment,  which  ofier  General  Gaines  accepted. 

"On  the  8ih  May,  General  Gaines  authorised  Co!. 
Crane,  commanding  at  Fensacola,  whence  General 
Gaines  had  withdrawn  Ihe  garrison  of  regulars  lo 
send  lo  Texas,  to  muster  into  ihe  service  one  or  more 
volunteer  companies;  also,  informing  Col-  Crane  that 
he  had  requested  the  governor  of  Alabama  to  send 
there  two  volunteer  companies;  making  three  or 
more  companies  called  cut,  or  authorised  lo  be  called 
out,  for  the  pioleclion  of  Fensacola. 

"On  the  9ih  May,  General  Gaines  authorised  La- 
fayette Saunders  to  raise  a  regiment  of  mounted 
gunmen,  from  500  to  1,000  men. 

"On  the  lllh  Way,  he  authorised  A.  M.  Dunn  lo 
raise  a  company  of  100  men  lo  guard  the  arsenal  at 
Baton  Rouge. 

"On  the  12lh  May,  he  oulhorised  A.  Rust  to  raise 
a  regiment  of  mounted  gunmen — from  five  to  ten 
companies;  each  company  lo  nunjber  from  60  lo  100 
men;  thereby  authorising  the  levy  of  300,  or  500,  or 
600,  or  1,000  men. 

"May  12ih.  He  authorised  W.  15.  Lewis  to  raise 
a  regiment  of  mouiiled  gunmen — five  lo  ten  compa- 
nies of  70  lo  100  men— amounting  lo  350,  or  500,  or 
700,  or  1,000  men. 

"May  13ili.  He  authorised  Balie  Peyton  lo  raise 
a  regiment  of  ten  companies — each  60  to  100  men — 
amounting  lo  600  or  1,000  men. 

"May  14lh.  He  authorised  F.  Buisson  to  raise  a 
balialionotlwo  companies — each  GO  lo  100 — amount- 
ing to  120  or  200  men,  lo  garrison  forts  Jackson  and 
St,  Philip  till  iurlher  orders. 

"May  16lh.  He  aulhorised  I.  S.  Gilbert  to  raise 
a  regiment  of  mounted  gunmen — live  or  ten  compa- 
nies; each  company  lo  be  60  lo  100  men — amounting 
to  300,  500,  600,  or  1,000  men. 

'■Mav  2Ulh.  He  authorised  E.  Felherslon,  W.  M. 
Fultoni  W.  S.  Hays,  J  R.  Creecy,  and  E.  L.  Tracy, 
lo  raise  each  one  icgiment  of  len  companies,  each  60 
lo  100  men.  The  whole  amounting  lo  1,500,  2,500, 
3,000,  or  5.000. 

"May  22d.  He  authorised  P.  B.  Slarkc  lo  raise  a 
regimcnUof  ten  companies — each  60  lo  100  men — 
making  600  to  1,000  men. 

May  23d.  He  accepted  ihe  oiler  of  the  governor 
of  Mississippi  to  lurnish  2,000  voliiiitecrs — including 
the  regiment  to  be  raised   by  P.  U.  Slarke. 

"May  3Isl.  He  issued  orders  to  eumplele  the 
muster  of  two  regimcnls  of  volunteers  from  Alaba- 
ma—only Ihree  cuiiipunies  having  been  at  this  lime 
raised  on  his  previous  requisitions. 

"In  the  latter  p.irl  of  ftlay.  General  Gaines  raided 
and  mustered  into  service  Gally's  ballalion  of  light 
artillery — three  companies — 286  strong.  The  pre- 
cise dale  of  Ihis  levy  does  not  appear  in  any  docu- 
ment belore  the  court,  and  it  is  nut  remeu.bered  by 
the  witness,  examined  to  this  point — Gen.  Gaines' 
assistant  Adpilaot  General. 
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"The  cturt  find  further,  that  in  consequence  of 
General  Gaines'  comnuinicalion  to  the  governor  of 
KenlucliT,  about  the  1st  or  4th  of  May,  representing 
the  situation  ofpenerul  Taylor's  army,  the  governor 
raised  and  sent  forward  a  renimenl  Irom  L'juisvillej 
*vhich  on  its  arrival  at  New  Urieans,  about  the  latter 
part  of  the  month.  General  Gaines  accepted  and 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

"The  foregoing  statement  shows  all  the  troops 
raised  or  called  for  by  General  Gaines.  Il  appears 
however,  that  the  only  troops  actually  raised  and 
brought  into  service  bv  him  on  these  calls,  were  the 
St.  Louis  Legion,  of  Missouri,  the  Louisville  Legion, 
of  Kentucky,  Peyton's  and  Kealherston's  regiments 
ol  Louisiana  volunteers,  and  Gally's  battalion  of 
light  artillery,  and  three  companies  of  Alabama  vol- 
unteers, raised  at  Mobile. 

"The  court  find  further,  that  when  General  Gaines 
was  relieved  from   command  of  the  Western  Divi- 
sion, and  ordered  to  rep^iir   lo  Washington  city,  and 
ill  execution  of  said  order,  had  arrived  at  Mobile  on 
tho  12ih  June,  he    was  then   and   there  informed  by 
the  governor  of  Alabama  that   much   disorder  pre- 
vailed among  the  regiments  of  volunteers  assembled 
at  that  point    by   the  president  of  the  United   Stales; 
for  which  reason  the  governor  applied   to  General 
Gaines  lo  receive  into  the  service  of  the  U.  Slates, 
for  '.he  proper  government  of  those  volunteers.  Bri- 
gadier Gen.  Smith,  whom    the   governor  had   com- 
missioned to  command  them,  and  bis  staff.     Where- 
upon Gen.  Gaines  did  receive  and  muster  into  service: 
Walter  Smith,  as  Brigadier  General. 
Thomas  Casey,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
John  J.  WalUer,  Assistant  Inspector  General. 
William  r.  Brown,  Brigade  Quartermaster. 
Henry  K.  Zellyplace,  Paymaster. 
Charles  B.  Sandlord,  Aid-de-camp. 
Richard  Lee  Feam,  Brigade  Surgeon. 
"The  order  of  General  Gaines  published   in  this 
case,  directed  that  it  should  remain  in  force  till  final 
instructions  should  be  received  from  the  proper  au 
thorities  at  Washington;  and   further  directed  Gen. 
Smith  lo  organize  the  volunteers,  and  as  soon  as  the 
said  organization   should  be   completed,  to  proceed 
with  them  without  delay  to  the  scat  of  war. 

"The  appoiutmeut  by  General  Gaines  of  certain 
volunteers  and  others  to  stall'  ofBces,  as  shown  in 
the  official  documents  sent  as  evidence  to  the  court, 
not  being  staled  in  the  order  appointing  the  court,  as  j 
one  of  the  matters  into  which  it  is  directed  to  in- 
quire, it  is  not  considered  in  this  slalemenl  of  facts, 
nor  in  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances, however,  are  set  forth  in  the  evidence 
for  the  information  of  the  department  of  war. 

"In  regard  lo  issues  of  public  stores  by  order  of 
Gen.  Gaines,  the  court  find  that  he  ordered  the  issue 
of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  lo  arm  and  equip 
all  Ihe  volunteers  called  out  by  him;  also,  when  ne- 
cessary, for  those  called  out  by  Gen.  Taylor;  also, 
that  he  ordered  Ihe  quartermaster's  department  to 
furnish  camp  equipage  and  quartermaster's  supplies; 
also,  he  ordered  the  commissaries  to  lurnish  subsisi- 
ence  to  all  volunteers  arriving  at  the  general  rendez- 
vous for  muster,  and  to  issue  lo  them  previous  to  the 
muster. 

"The  court  also  find  an  issue  by  order  of  General 
Gaines  of  two  pieces  of  field  arlillery,  and  twenty- 
five  rounds  of  ommuuitiou  to  two  private  gentlemen 
and  planters  in  the  parish  of  West  Baton  Rouge,  for 
the  pioteclion  of  ilie  parish  against  Ihe  slave  popu 
lation,  on  condition  ol  the  return  of  the  guns  when 
called  for. 

"In  regard  to  orders   by   General   Gaines  lo  stall 
officers  lo  issue  or  pay  public   money,  the  court  find 
only  two  such  payments    indicated  in  the  document- 
ary evidence.     1st.    He  ordered   the  quarlerinasler 
lo  pay  $2,5U0  to  Major  Gally's  battalion  for  commu- 
talion  111   advance   of  clothing;  and  2J.    He  ordered 
the  ordi.ancc  officer    to    pay  accounts  contracted  by  i 
Maj.  Gaily  h.r  ammunition  lur  his  batteries,  amounl-  i 
iug  to  fel-l'J''   5^-     l^"'h  '''  "  ^'''^'^  *"™''  ^"^  accounts  i 
were  paid  accordingly.     And  lurlher,  the  court  find  i 
that  he  ordered  the    quartermaster's  department  to 
pay  in  advance  to  all  volunteers  commulalion  of  six 
months'  clothing.     Thai  any   payments  were   made 
under   this   order,  does  not  appear  by  any  evidence 
sent  tolhis  court. 

"And  upon  Ihe  foregoing  findings  of  the  facts  in 
the  case,  the  court  vubmiiled  ttie  following 
opinio:;. 
"It  is  ccnterded  by  General  Gaines  thai  he  acted 
in  accordance  with  his  instructions  from  the  warde 
partment.  The  court  find  that  these  instructions 
were  as  follows: 

"Isl.  Augu'-t  28111,  184o.— The  secretary  of  war 
wrote  to  General  Gaines:  'll  cannot  be  necessary 
to  apprise  you  Ihal  the  authority  lo  maUe  a  requi- 
siUon  upon  Ihe  governors  ot  the  respective  slates 
for  the  militia  liiereof,  lo  be  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  ihs  United  Stales,  is  vested  only  in  Itie 


president,  and  limited  in  its  exercise  to  two  or 
three  specified  cases.  The  emergency  which 
would  lolerale  or  excuse  ihe  assumption  of  this 
authority  by  a  military  officer  in  command  at  a 
distance  from  the  seat  of  government,  in  anlicipa- 
lion  of  the  president's  action,  must  be  one  indicat- 
ing great  and  imminent  peril  to  the  country — a 
penl  so  great  and  so  imminent  as  lo  leave  no  rea- 
sonable doubl  thai  the  president,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
would  have  felt  il  his  duly  to  resort  lo  such  aid,— 
The  assumption  of  this  authority  by  an  otiieer  so 
situated,  should  be  under  circumstances  which 
would  be  sure  lo  command  his  subsequent  ratih- 
calion  of  it.' " 
"2d.  On  the  1.3ih  September,  1845,  the  secretary  ol 
war  wrote  lo  General  Gaines:  'You  mi><under- 
sland  yiiiir  position  in  regard  to  the  commanding 
general  in  Texas.  His  command  is  wholly  inde- 
pendent of  you;  the  orders  and  instructions  lor  his 
conduct  emanate  only  from  the  government  here; 
and  you  are  directed  lo  abstain  from  all  interfer- 
ence with  him.'  " 
"3d.  And  again,  on  the  30lh  September,  1845:  'The 
power  which  you  have  exsreised  could  only  be 
resorted  lo  in  cases  of  extreme  public  peril.  An 
error  of  judgment,  with  such  motives  as  Ihe  pre 
sident  has  w;lh  pleasure  conceded  lo  have  govern- 
ed your  conduct  in  this  case,  cannot  be  regarded 
as  a  crime,  or  an  oQ'ence  subjecting  the  officer  lo 
trial.'"  ^ 

"The  court  find  further  instructions  to  General 
Gaines  from  the  oltiee  of  the  adjutant  general,  of 
date  May  18,  184G,  from  wliich  the  following  is  ex- 
tracted: 

'The  volunteer  force  called  into  the  service  irom 
Louisiana  and  Alabama,  &.C.,  and  which  you  have 
previously  reported,  meets  the  approval  of  the 
department.'  " 

"In  Ihe  opinion  of  the  court  this  approval  ratifies 
the  call  and  orders  of  General  Gaines  lo  raise  two 
regiments  at  Mobile,  and  three  or  more  companies 
at  Pensacola. 

"The  court  also  deem  il  unnecessary  lo  consider 
the  case  of  the  St.  Louis  Legiun  received  into  ser- 
vice by  General  Gainev;  as  he  was  informed  from 
the  adjutant  general's  office,  May  22d,  that  'the  said 
regiment  had  been  accepted,  and  would  be  regarded 
as  a  portion  ol  the  force  called  out  by  the  presi- 
dent.'" ,      . 

"in  regard  to  the  Louisville  Legion,  il  appears 
from  the  slatemenl  of  General  Games,  and  testimo- 
ny of  Lieut  Calhoun,  lo  have  been  raised  without 
a  direct  call  from  General  Gaines;  though  accepted 
by  him  into  service  before  he  had  received  special 
authority  Irom  the  war  department.  Il  was,  how- 
ever, subsequently  accepted  by  the  department— by 
iaslructions  lo  General  Gjines  of  May  28th— in 
which  instructions,  however,  written  on  the  suppo- 
'  silion  that  he  called  on  the  governor  for  the  troops, 
he  is  informed  of  the  disapproval  of  the  department, 
and  then  Ihe  call  was  without  authority  of  law. 

"The  court  cannot  find  that  General  Gaines,  at 
the  time  he  received  this  legiun  into  service,  (about 
the  last  of  May,)  had  authority  lo  do  so  under  his 
instructions.  Bui  as  the  regiment  was  alieady  sent 
forward  he  felt  himself,  on  its  arrival  at  New  Or- 
leans, under  the  necessity  to  receive  il,  and  lo  trust 
lo  the  subsequent  ratification  of  Ihe  department. 

"In  regard  to  the  other   calls   made    by   General 
Gaines,  before    the   17th    May    lo   raise    troops  for 
Taylor's  ani.y,  Ihe  court  are  of  opinion,  that, under 
the  previous  instructions  of  the  war  department,  and 
in  the   situation   of  Taylor's   army,  and  upon  ascer- 
taining the   slow    progress  of  the  enrolment  of  the 
Louisiana  volunteers,  and    upon  ascertaining  further 
i  that  General  Taylor  could  nut  receive  more  than  a  I 
small  porlion  of  the  force  which  he  had  called  from 
'  Texas— that    under    these    circumstances    General  | 
■  Gaines  was  justified  in   endeavoring   lo  supply  Gen.  1 
'  'i'aylor  lo  Ihe  amount  of  auxiliary    force  he  himself 
had  called  for;  and  if  such   force  could   not  be  ob- 
tained from  the  stales  to  which  General  Taylor  had 
applied,  then  General  Gaines  was  jusfied   in  apply 
iiig  lo  Ihe  other  states    The  court  do  not  extend  this  ] 
approval  to  the  requisitions  for  mounted  gun-men.— 
The   four   regimenls   of  this   description   of  force, 
amounting  lo  4,0110  men,  which   he  authorised  lo  be 
raised  belore  ihe  17ih  .May,  destined  lo  march  over- 
land lo  the  army,  however  useful  Gen.  Gaines  may 
have  considered  Ihem  for  the  lulure  operations  of  the 
war  not  being  required  or  intended  for  Ihe  immediate 
emergency,  were  not  authorized   by  his  instructions 
or  by  law. 

"Il  is  proper  in  this  connexion  lo  bring  lo  the  fa- 
vorable notice  of  the  war  departmcnl  Ihe  prompt 
recall,  by  Gen.  Gaines,  of  all  bis  requisilions  lor 
'  mounted  gun-men  on  reciving  orders  lo  that  cfiect; 
i  and  ihat  the  government  mcuned  DO  expense  on  ac- 
I  count  of  Uiei>6  culls. 


"For  the  calls  made  by  General  Gaines  for  volun- 
teers, after  the  16th  May,  when  he  knew  of  the 
victories  of  Taylor,  the  court  cannot  find  any  neces- 
sity at  the  time,  any  authority  in  his  instructions,  or 
any  ivarraiil  of  law.  These  calls  authorised  the 
levy  of  7,000  men,  besides  Gally's  balallion  of  ar- 
tillery, lldoes  not  appear,  however,  that  any,  ex- 
cept the  artillery,  were  raised  before  the  calls  were 
counlermanded. 

"Two  o(  the  requisilions  made  by  Gen.  Gaines 
for  volunteers  appear  to  the  court  lo  be  of  a  special 
chaiaeler,  viz:  lo  raise  a  garrison  of  volunteers  for 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and  for  the  arsenal  at 
Baton  Rouge.  As  the  government  had  withdrawn 
the  garrison  from  the  arsenal,  and  had  not  seen  fit  lo 
garrison  Ihe  forts,  Ihe  court  are  of  opinion,  Ihat 
General  Gaines  ought  to  have  felt  himself  specially 
restrained  from  raising  volunteer  garrisons  without 
authority. 

'  In  regard  lo  the  authorities  given  by  General 
Gaines  lo  certain  individuals  lo  raise  troopt,  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  his  motive  lo  avail  himself,  un- 
der what  he  felt  as  the  pressure  of  Iho  emergency, 
of  the  supposed  inlluenee  of  these  individuals.  In 
Louisiana,  where  troops  were  aeliially  raised  under 
such  poweis,  il  was  with  the  sanction  and  concur- 
rence of  the  governor  of  the  slate,  who  commis- 
sioned the  officers  and  organized  the  troops  ac- 
cording lo  the  stale  laws.  Il  does  not  appear  in 
any  case  to  have  been  the  intention  of  General 
Gaines  lo  act  independently  of  the  slate  aulhori- 
ties. 


"In  General  Gaines'  proceedings  at  Mobile,  on 
12lh  May,  [June,]  in  mustering  into  service  General 
Smith,  and  hisstalT,  after  he  was  relieved  from  his 
command,  and  instructed  hy  the  war  department,  to 
'cease  his  independent  action  in  these  matters,  and 
lo  confine  himself  lo  carrying  out  the  orders  and 
views  of  the  president,  so  far  as  they  might  be  com- 
municated to  him  from  that  department' — the  court 
are  of  opinion  that  he  transcended  his  authority,  and 
violated  his  orders,  particularly  in  appointing  such  a 
staff  officer  as  an  inspector  general,  after  tho  recent 
and  emphatic  instruction  lo  him  by  the  secretary  of 
war,  that  'such  appointments  would  not  be  recognis- 
ed or  confirmed,  and  Ihat  the  president  himself  had 
no  authority  under  existing  laws  lo  make  such  ap- 
pointments.' 

"¥el  the  court  are  satisfied  Ihat  Gen.  Gaines  had 
not  the  intention  to  act  in  defiance  or  in  disregard 
of  his  instructions.  He  thought  that  iBe  disorgnn- 
izert  slate  of  the  volunteers  assembled  at  Mobile 
made  it  a  matter  of  very  urgent  importance  that  a 
commander  siiould  be  appointed  over  them.  He 
acted,  loo,  at  Ihc  special  application  ot  the  governor 
of  the  slate;  and  the  court,  therefore,  recommend 
his  conduct  lo  the  lavorable  construction  of  Iho  pre- 
sident. 

"The  court  are  of  opinion,  in  regard  lo  the  issue 
of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  camp  equipage  and 
subsisiance  lo  the  volunteers,  thai  the  issue  followed 
necessarily  Ihe  enrolment  and  muster  of  the  troops. 
After  the  troops  were  brought  into  service  it  was 
l^roper  to  arm  and  equip,  and  provide  them  acuordiug 
lo  regulations. 

"The  issue  of  rations  lo  volunteers  before  muster 
is  not  provided  in  the  regulations  of  laws.  Cut  the 
court  present  to  the  consideration  of  the  department, 
Ihe  necessity  of  the  ease,  when  the  volunteers  had 
arrived  at  Ihe  rendezvous,  and  were  absolutely  wilh- 
oul  means  of  subsislance. 

"Such  issues,  as  of  the  Iwo  pieces  of  field  artille- 
ry and  ammunition  lo  planters  of  Baton  Rouge  pa- 
rish are  not  provided  for  by  the  regulations  ol  the 
army.  But  under  the  circumstances,  being  required 
for  the  security  of  the  parish,  and  issued  lo  respon- 
sible persons,  on  condition  of  their  safe  return  when- 
ever demanded,  the  court  are  of  opinion  that  il  ought 
to  be  approved. 

"In  the  absence  of  certain  official  information  on 
Ihe  subject,  the  court  suppose  it  to  be  the  practice 
of  the  government  to  make  advances  to  the  militia 
called  into  service,  in  commutation  of  clothing;  anil 
Ihal  llie  orders  of  General  Gaines  on  thissubjccldid 
not  introduce  a  new  practice.  Of  the  correctness 
of  the  particular  account  of  ■j2,5l)0,  which  General 
Gaines  ordered  lo  be  paid  to  Gally's  battalion,  the 
court  have  not  the  means  of  judging,  and  therefore 
leave  it  as  an  account  lo  be  sellled,  according  lo 
law  and  regulations  in  Ibc  auditing  offices'  of  the 
treasury. 

"The  court  cannot  approve  General  Gaines' order 
to  Captain  Whitley  lo  pay  Major  Gally's  bill  of 
■^1,467  30,  for  ammunition,  as  ildoea  not  appear  that 
whatever  ammunition  was  required  might  not  have 
been  furnished  from  Baton  llouge  arsenal,  or  othef  11 
wise  procured  by  the  ordnance  officer.  ij 

"The   courl   have   not  considered,  as   connected    1, 
Willi  the  issues  of  slores  and  pay  meats  of  funds  be-  ft 
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fore  irenlioned,  whether  the  persons  or  troops  to 
whom,  or  on  account  of  whom,  the  issues  and  pnj- 
menis  were  made,  were  legalij-  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Stales,  inasmuch  as  the  act  of  congress  of  the 
last  session  has  since  provided  for  the  settlement  of 
such  accounts.  Of  the  lawful  authority  of  General 
Galnea  to  raise  the  troops,  they  have  expressed  their 
opinion  in  the  several  cases. 

"Having  nov/  reported  llieir  finding  and  opinion, 
the  court  recommend  to  the  favorable  consideration 
of  the  president  the  good  and  patriotic  motives,  and 
the  public  zeal,  by  which,  as  the  court  believe,  Gen. 
Gaines  was  actuated  in  all  these  transactions,  and 
therefore  they  recommend  that  no  further  proceed- 
ings be  had  in  this  case." 

II.  The  proceedings  of  the  courtof  inquiry  in  the  fore- 
going case  having  been  duly  submitted,  the  fullowing  are 
the  orders  thereon — 

fJ'ar  dejmrtmeni,  August  IS,  1846. 
The  proceedings  of  ihe  court  of  inquiry  in  the  forego- 
ing case  have  been  laid  before  the  president,  and  caT-e- 
fully  examined. 

It  is  seen  that  the  court  have  found  that  several  of  the 
acts  of  Brevet  Major  General  Gaines  "were  not  autho- 
rised by  his  instructions  or  by  law;  and  that  he  has 
violated  orders," 

That  for  Ihe  calls  made  by  him  "for  volunleers  afier 
the  16ch  of  May,  when  he  l;new  of  the  victories  of 
[General]  Taylor,  the  court  cannot  find  any  nocessiiy 
at  the  lime— any  authority  in  his  instructions,  or  any 
warrant  of  law.'' 

That  in  mustering  into  service -at  Mobile  certain  gen- 
eral and  stafl'  officers,  after  he  was  relieved  from  his 
command  by  insiruciions  from  the  war  department,  "the 
court  are  of  opinion  that  he  transcended  his  authority, 
and  violated  his  orders.'' 

The  president  views  with  deep  regret  ihe  exercise  of 
this  assumed  authorily  on  the  pan  of  the  late  cumman- 
der  of  the  western  division;  and  while  he  is  dLeposed  to 
give  every  consideraiion  to  the  circumsianees  which 
may  tend  to  qualify  or  mitigate  his  conduct,  he  can  see 
nothing  in  them  which  would  justify  him  for  withhold- 
ing  the  expression  of  his  decided  disapprobation  of  the 
irregular  and  unauthorised  proceedings  of  that  officer.-  - 
But  in  consideration  of  the  recommendation  of  the  court, 
and  concurring  with  them  in  their  opinion  of  the  ''^^ood 


and  patriotic  motives  and  the  public  zeal  by  which  ho 
was  actuated,"  the  president  directs  that  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  Brevet  Major  General  Gaines  be 
dispensed  with. 

The  president  cannot  dismiss  ihe  case  without  invit- 
ing the  serious  attention  of  the  army  to  the  gr.ive  sub 
ject  \vhich  has  been  piesentcd  for  his  consideration  and 
decision.  The  uflicers  belonging  to  the  miliiary  service 
are  known  lo  be  devoted  to  ihe  public  interest,  'rheir 
zeal,  gallantry,  and  skill  have  long  been  established.— 
The  country  duly  appreciaies  iheir  value,  but  miremit- 
ted  care  should  be  taken  to  abstain  from  any  act  which 
may  tend  to  impair  their  high  character.  And  what  so 
likely  to  derogate  from  this  as  the  assumption  of  impor- 
tant executive  or  ministerial  autnoriiv  by  a  miliiary  com- 
mander, or  the  disregard  of  his  orders? 

The  exercise  ol  authorily  not  possessed  nor  dele- 
gated— the  non  observance  of  instructions,  or  the  expen- 
diture of  the  public  treasure,  not  warranted  by  hnv  nor 
justified  by  imperious  necessity,  cannot  be  disregarded. 
A  jusi  responsibility  of  all  in  authority  makes  ii  a  public 
duty  o(  imperative  obligation  to  observe  and  siricilv  en- 
force the  law  and  the  rules  of  the  service. 
By  order  of  the  President, 

W.  L.  MARCY, 
Secretary  ol  War. 
III.  The  court  of  inquiry,  of  which  Brevet  liiigadier 
General  H.  Brady  is  president,  is  hereby  dissolved"! 
By  order, 

R.  JONES,  Adjutant  Gener 


nes  and  settlements  of  both  parties.  There  is  not 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth  so  Ion?  a  line,  and  so 
straight,  and  .0  adapted  to  the  rights  of  the  parties 
?he  W.  ?\'"f^  "n  the  country.  From  the  Lake  of 
long, tude,  (fifty  miles  to  a  degree  in  that  latitude;) 
?he  'n  '^m"^.  "'.'V'\'°"S  '^''"''-''■'•-^  »"=  line  follows 
!inV^!,M^^^^"'1''""^''Sreat  rivers  and  their  ba- 
irn, cutting  off  nothing  but  the  heads  of  streams  of 
lilt  e  consequence,  and  these  excisions  moat  wonder- 
fully balanced.  It  is  a  marvellously  proper  line,  and 
does  great  honor  to  the  discretion,  o,!  illustrates  the 
good  fortune,  of  the  French  and  British  commissa. 
ries  under  the  Ireaty  of  Utrecht,  by  whom  it  was  so 
ons  ago  eslablnhed.  .Mr.  Jelfersotf  offered  this  Hue 
n  us  «hole  exlrnt,  ,n  1S07;  Mr.  Monroe  made  the'  1 
same  offer  in  1818,  and  again  in  1824;  Mr  AJat^s 
offered  ,t  m  1826;   Mr.  Tjler  in  ISJO    a„d    M,    P  m 

be  n'offer^'d^b'"'''^  ^^='''' ^^"^'^  ^'^'^^  '  ■"' 
vernmrn'^  ^nd  ^h""''iP''"""'"'  '"  '^e  British  go-  ' 
vernmcnl;  and  by  all,  except  the  last,  as  a  line  of 
right,  adapted  to  the  actual  possession  of  the  par 
^es  and  to  their  natural  divisions  of  the  country -1 
Since  thirty  years  I  have  been  accustomed  to  sft^dv 
the  question  of  this  line,  and  during  air  tha  litie  | 
"  n    to"  ':Jrr  °''r    A^  oftet?  as  I  had  hid  od 

occasion:  ^oTn^^c^d^  ^71^  tre^a^tVoTGh   ''^ 
l^f;     I    h,„„    J     I        """   uje  iieaty  ol  Ghent  in 

lini  K  ,  ,  ''«'='■■<=''  uniformly  in  favor  of  that 
Ine-but  always  as  a  basis;  never  as  an  inflex  ble 
demarcation,  yielding  lo  no  accidents  of  land  or  vi 
ter.  I  never  talked  the  nonsense  of  every  inch  and 
f"c7  IZulV'  °^  """r  '  '"''''  '"/straits"'' 
daivforitf  !"■""'  '°™''d  a  natural  boun- 
daiy  foi  us  and  also  divided  the  conlinent  from  ihe 
islands  and  the  fertile  from  the  desolate  egm™  I 
knew  that  the  continental  coast  and  the  nhb  Lie 
country  terminated  on  ihe  south  shore  of  hoe 
straits,  and  that  the  northwest  arehipela™  ihe 
r^allef  cof"'  -d  volcanic  islanSfdepdi^  o 
an  nato,!,— commenced  on  their  north  shore-  -inH   I 

deflection  of  a  line  throughX  S.  ■    t    'oVVZ'i:, 

g^-:^i?^:--,ihro?i^r^^;:S - 
fX;^Kl,'Jherl^^;!--^:~ 

now  passes/i7?hi:  ;;';."b^:'::^e'r.'trle"'ru;j 

have  gLitedt  rla-me','^  U^U^^ZXJ^^l^ 
he  desolate  region   about  the  mou.h  of  Fraz"."  ri- 
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In  the  Senate— secret  session,  June  18,  1846 
The  first  arlicle  of  the  treaty— and  it  is  the' main 
one.and  almost  the  whole  liealy— is  in  the  very  words 
which  1  myself  would  have   used  if  the  two  iovern 
nienlshad   left  it   tome  to  draw  llie  boundary  line 
between  them.     The  line  established  by  that  arlicle 
—the  prolongation  of  the    boundary  on  the  east  side 
of  the   Rocky    Mountains-folloivs   the    parallel   of 
43°  to  the  sea,  with  a  slight  dellcclion   through  ihc 
htrait*   ol  htjca   lo   avoid   culling  the  south t-nd  of 
Vancouver's  Island.     All  rhisis  nghl.  In  my  opinion 
I'orty-nine  is  the  line  of  ri,,l.t,  atd  of  mutua    co    ' 
Tcnitnco,  between   the  two    powers,   ofl'ered    bv  m 
since   lh«   time   of  Mr.  Jellerson,  and    >vondert^,||, 
adapted  to  Ihe  natural  divisions  of  the  counlrv  and 
the  actual   possessions  of  the   two  parties        i,  ., 
the  two  .y..e,n,  of  waters  (thosc'^of    he  Co  u„  ia 
and  of  Frazcr's  rivcri  as  naii.i-,ii..  ,„j        >-^oiumt5ia 
1,  on  the   west  of  thj   .  o"    l"       \''  ?i  ,^,'""'^'"''^■ 
et,at  of  the  same  .nountains  Ih'lwos  s'  ms,T  ""  \ 
tcr,  which  t)cloiig  on  one  hand  to  the  Gulf  of  MexT 
00,  on  the  other  lo  Hudson's  Bjy;  and  on  hoVi,      j 
of  the  mountain  it  conforma  toVhe  acU,a?°dLo,:!  i 


the  tlfousand  «;r,hs  inlands  whi?h.r°""?"  "' 
archipelago  presents,  and  s  ,  ^  ^'e^'^]  T  "^  i""' 
tions.  TheNoolka  Sound  quarrel  Viv»  n  ^' 
Britain  and  Spain  was  no  for  ih»  i  '^"l''^"'^  (^''ei' 
insult  to  Greal  Brifatn  ?n  h'det'rl  lb,;  nd  '"  "' 
ceralion  of  her  subjects  by  the  V  ce ''„  "^  ^^  "'"" 
Reparation  for  that  insult  was  l',e  no  ^Lfif""'"- 
rel;  and,  that  bcng  obtaine  t  ,, ,  i   i*^  }''^  I"'"'" 

tion  and  .ndemnil|,  bo  h  p  ^i  ^s  /h"^  «f  ™stora- 
land,  and  nei.her^^m^e  ..Ps^^'Cupied  il""'l  ""  "■ 
vacant  and  desert,  and  I  want  o^  of'  ',  Vwould 
Cd  ''o;  t?e  He?  LT"''r.  --'d'uie  poTe's 
io^tts  of' ScoU  ,d"  Thrfl^.i  '."s  i  """  ','"  ''T? 
attributed  lo  this  island  upo,  2  ',T''°""'''  ''"='^. 
the  mouth  of  Ihe  Colon  bb      as   v»'^."';^"^"'  ^' 

onrif,d,'j:;t?h?  tViage'^f^irhi"  'b  "^ '  r' 
:n-of;l^^b:^l,;;^--f\r'?v°--"^^ 

true  character  oVlhe  mouth-Jihe  Coh?,  r^"'  °    ''" 

^"^'ni^^s!'r^^:,r?::^i^~" 

and   desola'te  coa;l''o?tn     u^i'I'Aland' "rh 'i 

;t;^sjih:[e:r:"ib^ij^w^ti!£-fS 
'":;;rr;:a;"t^:n;::?i;]'-r,F?n"- 

ma,  ded   either  In  r-,,,-,        '  """'^  '"  be  com- 

"u:;^c^:!'^2srtii:7^'^^"^--- 

■,11  11, „  ,  ti  ' ''  ■""'  "itle  enounh    like 


I  does  within  sight  of  Ihe  mouth  of  Frszer's  nvcr  ) 

II  proceeds  to  t.he  middle  of  Ihe  ehionel,  and  thence 
urnins  south,  through  the  channel  l>e  Ha.o,  (wrongl 

1}  written  .5rro  on  the  maps,)  to  the  Strails  of  Fuel- 
and  then  ^vest,  through  the  middle  of  that  strait  to' 
the  sea.  This  .s  a  fair  partilion  of  those  wat;rs 
and  gives  every  thing  that  we  want,  namelv,  all  the 
waters   of  Pugefs  Sound, .Hood's  Canal,  Admiralty 

hi'clifs^  r^f  ■T'^h''^^''  'r.^"  "^y-  ""^  '-'™"-" 
n,  u  "  "','"^''  P"'^^^h'  of  no  value,  between 
De  /faro's  channel  and  the  c-mtinent.  Neither  the 
bpanish  discoveries,  nor  our  own  discoverv  and  set- 

waTJi-s  Th"  ^r'7'J''  """'"  ''"«  ^'^'^  ""•'-- 
wateis.  Their  British  names  indicate  their  disco- 
veries and  the  l,ne  of  forly-nine  gives  them  to  us. 
The  proviso  to  the  article  strikes  some  senators  as 
ii,-„LT7'f-  ""^  '°  '"^  prejudice  of  the  United 
blates,  but  ,t  ,s  not  soi  the  proviso  is  perfectly  fair 
and  equal,  and  so  will  appear  from  the  slightest  ex- 
ammation  of  any  map  which  shows  ihe  Straits  of 
Fuca  arid  ihe  waters  connected  with  that  strait.  Ai-y 
map  will  show  that  the  straits  open  fro^n  the  sea  and 
penelrate  the  continent  abou-  due  east  for  one  hundred 
^rrn ,',''.  '^'^"  ^"""f  »""'"  and  north.  The  branch, 
or  ra  her  branches,  (for  Ihey  are  in  many  channels  ) 
which  go  south  also  extend  about  one  hundred  mile^ 

et  anS  T:'-"  '  ^;',',"'''  """"'^  ^^"^''  Admiralty  In! 
e  a  d  ,0  on;  and  these  waters  bei„.  all  narrow  and 
nland,  become  our  private  waters  and  ate  subject 
oouniunieipa  jurisdiction.  So  of  the  water!  of 
ha  s  rait  which  go  north.  At  first  they  open  ou 
Urgely  be  ind  Vancouver's  Island  and  m'ake  °he 
Gull  of  Georgia;  there  they  contract  into  narrow, 
and    intricate   channels,    insomuch    that  for  a  Ion.' 

uniterJ.  These  narrow  waters,  like  those  of  Pusel's 
bound,  &c.,  are  private  properly,  s-,l,jecl  lo  the  mu- 
nicipal  jurisdiction  of  the  BriUsh,  /o  whom  thev 
belong.  hold  the  proviso  to  be  conformable  to  the 
law  of  nations  and  lair  and  equal  in  itself,  and  fully 
approve  of  it.  •' 

lam  in  favor  of  the  first  article  as  it  standi,  and  it 
IS   (he    main  article;  and,  in    fact,  almost   the  whole 

ween'lheV  ^'^'""-""=  Bleat  point  of  conl,.ove7y  be! 

est  which  V'°  "="'°"^;  I' TJiets  the  territorial  con- 
test which  has  continued  since  1807,  and  which  at 
the  commencement  of  Ihis  session  of  congress  wa, 
supposed  0  be  pregnant  vviih  inevitable  war  Th" 
hrst  article  quiets  that   contest:  the   remaining  ihree 

Te'^rrtTr"'"r'''"''''  ^^--^  accessofllsL 
lion  F.th  r)F"^  '°  Sive  it  convenient  execu- 
lion.  Each  of  these  may  require  a  few  words  of 
explanation  to  avoid  unfounded  apprehensions 
.„  .  ^7'  °f  "lese  remaining  articles,  beins  iha 
econd    of    he    treaty,  is    the  most   material  of    he 

ion  of  the  river,  but  its  sovcteignty-ihe  sovereifn 
y  of  Its  right  bank  in  its  whole  extent  and  "heS 
:^r„?I,'.!l!.'^i!f!":....^.-«--^''..>'-  Tee  naviga'ir 


proprinlion  by  any  nation     Wp  ""Pat'le  ol  op- 

s.LbuiaJbo^n3a:^'a„]\^j;;;^-;;^,:^^^f 

^Vilh  thai  boundary  comes  all  that  we  wani   n  illt' 
(iiiarltT     nnm*>  1/    iii    «i  >*ani  in   mat 


of    he  river,  ,n  perpetuity,  t^,  all  the  subjects  of  the 

1826,  ad  repeated  since,  has  been  steadily  refused 
by  he  British.  Instead  of  perpetual  itav.gatVn  o  „« 
British  subjects,  the  present  ireaty   brings  down  the 

ri!  h^'  1"  '  '""Pr^y  "''  '■"''  ^  n'ere'hanZl  of 
Bilish  stibjecls.     The  article  is  in  these  words 

-tro,,,  the  point  at  which  the  49th  parallel  of 
north  latitude  shall  be  fonnd  to  inlersecl  the  great 
northen,  branch  of  the  Columbia  nver,  the  nav  ga- 

udsoP'  "l'"^r^'"'''  '''^"  '"  ^""^  ="^  open  to  fhe 
Hudson  8  bay  Company  and  lo  all  B,-iti,h  subjects 
trading  with   the  same,  lo   the  point  where    he  said 

lllenc  '."""'M''"  ""''"'  ^"''-■^'»  "f  'h«  Columbia,  and 
ence  down  the  said  main  stream  to  the  ocean,  with 

the  ime. bus  described  sh,;i,'!;;rlC::?r^:f 
and  open.  In  navigating  the  said  river  or  rivers 
Uritish  subjects,  with  their  goods  and  produce  shi 
state"  U  ,';^."'^=""'«  ''°o""S  as  citiz'ens  of  li,e  U. 
no  h?n'.  L  ^.  '^' ''°,"''!""'  ''""■"  ""1^'stood  that 
n  orV?  ,"  ,"■'"-■'"  "'"'  ^^  -^''nstrucd  as  preyent- 
■ng,  or  intended  to  prevent,  Ihe  government  of  the 
United  Slates  from  maktng  Lny  regulations  espe! 
Mig  the  navigation  oflhe  said  river  or  rivers  not  in- ' 
consistent  with  the  present  treaty." 
Bythelermsof  Ihis  nrlicle,  the   privilege  of  na- 

be  IH  o  Hudson  Bay  Companies,  and  tho-e  who  do 
..otaltuidtoihal  liiilefa'cl  ma'y  fall  into  gea?  or- 
or.  Iho  (irst  company  has  a  perpetual  charter 
Irom  Charles  the  second,  to  irade*^  with  the  1,  dVa,'^ 
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on  all  Ihe  waters  emptying  into  the  Bay  of  Huilson. 
This  company  has  no  rights,  under  Ihal  chDrter,  be- 
yonil  ihc  Rocky  Mountains.  The  second  comimny 
is  of  recent  date,  and  is  formed  of  llie  Hudson  Hay 
and  the  old  Northwest  Company  united,  and  exists 
under  a  license  of  twenly-one  years,  granlcd  by  the 
crown,  under  an  act  of  parliament.  Il  bears  the 
name  of  Hudson  Bay  Company;  but  it  is  so  entirely 
distinct  from  the  chartered  company  of  Kin»  Charles, 
Ihal  it  can  carry  on  no  trade  on  Ihe  waters  of  Hud- 
son's Bay,  as  the  old  Hudson  Bay  Company  can  car- 
ry on  none  on  Ihe  waters  of  Ihe  Pacific  Ocean.  This 
licensed  company  was  first  created  in  1S'31,  and  con- 
tinued by  a  new  license  for  a  second  term  of  twenly- 
one  years  in  the  year  1842.  It  is,  therefore,  now  in 
Ihe  fourth  year  of  its  present  existence,  and  has  se- 
venteen years  to  /ire.  It  is  of  this  second,  or  licen- 
sed company,  that  the  treaty  speaks;  and.  of  course, 
all  the  privileges  granted  by  the  Irealy  refer  to  it. — 
The  treaty  stipulates  for  this  company,  as  il  is,  under 
its  present  license;  not  as  it  may,  or  may  not  be,  under 
a  new  license.  It  stipulates  lor  a  company  whose 
exislcQce  is  to  terminate  in  1863;  and,  of  course, 
that  is  Ihe  limit,  in  point  of  duration,  of  lliis  privi- 
iei;e  of  narijalion,  which  is  becoming  so  large  an 
obji-ct  in  the  eyes  of  some  gentlemen.  Certainly,  it 
mu>t  be  admitted  to  be  a  very  ditfTcnt  thing  from 
the  ;ifr;)f(iio/ navigalion  offered  in  l»d6,  and  the  so- 
l'frfi<;?ili/  of  Ihe  right  bank  of  the  river  demanded  by 
the  British  since  so  many  years.  The  year  1863  is 
the  limilalion  of  the  navigation  now  granted;  and 
those  who  do  nol  yuld  to  the  reading  of  the  Irealy, 
as  it  now  slands,  will  only  have  lo  wait  till  1863, 
when  lime  will  bring  an  argument  which  no  one  can 
misunderstand.* 

Limited  as  lo  time,  the  next  limilalion  is  as  lo  the 
numbi-r  or  character  of  persons  who  are  to  crjipy 
this  navigation.  This  is  reslricird  to  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  and  Ihe  British  subjects  trading  with 
Ihem.  The  company  can  only  consi-it  of  a  feiv  hun- 
dred persons,  and,  as  for  British  subjects  trading 
wil,h  Ihem,  1  know  of  no  trade  which  any  sucii  sub- 
jects now  h  ive,  or  ever  can  have,  wiih  Ihe  compa- 
ny. The  Indian  trade  is  the  only  trade;  and  of  that 
the  company  lias  liie  monopoly,  importing  Us  own 
goods  and  exporting  ils  own  furs.  If  there  is  ;iny 
exception,  it  must  be  the  Puget's  Sound  Aiiricullu 
ral  Company,  from  whom  provisions  mny  be  pur- 
chased; but  this  would  amount  lo  nothing,  as  that 
company  may  be  removed  on  any  day  the  United 
Sla'es  please  lo  take  their  possessions  at  valuation. 
The  few  hundred  persons  who  compose  the  compa- 
ny, their  servants,  and  engages,  are  Ihen  the  only 
persons  n  ho  can  enjoy  this  navigation  — very  difler- 
ent  from  Ihe  tvveniy-6ve  millions  of  European  and 
American  British  subjects,  (to  say  nothing  of  the 
one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  .^sialic  quasi  sulijects,) 
who  could  have  enjoyed  this  same  navigatiim  under 
the  olier  made  during  .Mr.  Adams'  adininistralion, 
and  repealed  since!  Tlie  number  of  these  naviga- 
tors is  thus  reduced  to  a  handful;  and,  to  enjoy  their 
privilege.  Ibis  handful,  in  every  njsiance  of  Us  use, 
must  justify  their  right  lo  il.  If  of  the  company, 
they  must  prove  themselves  to  be  so;  if  not  of  the 
company,  Ihey  must  prove  themselves  to  be  Briiish 
subjects,  and  trading  with  the  company.  And,  of 
all  tins  proof,  our  oun  oflicers,  under  ihe  regula- 
tions we  shall  [iromulgale,  will  be  the  judges.  Small 
■3  Ihc  chance  fur  the  abuse  of  Ihe  privilege  or  Ihe 
annoyance  of  our  eiflzens  under  such  reslriciioiis. 

i'he  kind  of  commerce  which  the  company  carries 
on  i-,  another  and  a  further  limitation  upon  the  use 
of  Uie  privilege.  Il  is  a  commerce  in  furs  and  goods. 
Tlie  goods  are  carried  up  the  river  in  Ihe  spring,  and 
the  iurs  are  brought  down  in  ihe  fall;  and  thus  two 
voyages  per  annum  will  be  about  Ihe  maximum  of 
this  lorniidable  navigalion. 

The  kind  of  vessels  which  are  lo  be  used  in  this 
navigation  is  a  funher  restriction  upon  it.  These 
vessels  (and  Ihey  have  been  going  upon  that  river 
since  the  joiul-use  convciilion  of  1818)  are  small 
balleaus,  light  enough  lo  be  carried  on  the  shoulders 
over  the  portages  al Ihe  dilleieni  falls  and  rapids,  and 
shallow  enough  of  draught  to  penetrate  the  head 
strsams  of  the  river  to  ibeir  sources  in  the  moun- 
tains. Il  is  in  favor  of  these  lillle  barks  that  Ihe 
privilege  of  navigalion  is  granted,  and  it  is  limiled 
lo  Ihem;  for  Ihe  privilege  only  exlends  to  the  river 
and  carrying  places;  so  that,  when  lanals  are  made 
around  the  falls  and  lapids,  il  ia  lo  ihe  river  and  the 


*^;ince  this  was  f  poken,  the  leuer  of  iMr.  Buchanan 
lo  Mr.  McLane,  belore  ihe  raliticaiion  ol  Ihe  irealy, 
has  been  published,  in  which  our  Eecieiury  inlurms  Air. 
McLane  that  he  had  yivcn  nonce  lo  Mr.  PaUenham 
thai  Ihe  senate  had  auviseJ  the  acceploiice  of  ihe  Bri- 
tish proposition  in  ih;s  linnicd  se.ise,  and  inslrucird  Iniii 
to  advise  Lord  .A.berdeen  i.ceordingly.  No  pruiesl  has 
been  received  from  Ihe  Bii'ish  government  a^'Uinsi  lliia 
anJerslanding  of  ihe  tieaiv;  so  that  qucslion  is  at  an 
;nd. 


carrying  places  that  Ihe  privilege  will  still  be  con- 
fined, and  of  course  restricted  to  the  light  balleaus 
in  use.  Such  a  trade,  in  such  vesael.s,  cannot  do  us 
much  damage  during  the  seventeen  years  it  may  bo 
carried  on.  To  a  certain  extent  all  our  rivers  and 
the  rivers  of  all  civilized  nations,  are  entered  by  fo- 
reign vessels.  All  our  seaports,  within  praelicable 
distance  from  the  sea,  are  so  entered.  In  time  of 
peace  they  come  under  treaties,  and  it  is  a  joyful 
sight  to  betiold  them.  In  time  of  war  hostile  vessels 
are  excluded.  The  Columbia  in  this  respect  will  he, 
lo  the  head  of  ship  navigation,  like  the  Missisippi, 
the  Potomac,  the  Delaware,  and  olhers;  and  proud 
will  be  the  day  when  Ihe  flags  of  all  nalions  shall  be 
seen  in  its  port. 

Bui  it  is  nol  to  be  expected  that  this  allcnuated 
privilege  will  even  be  used  for  seventeen  years. — 
The  trade  is  diminishing  now,  and  as  it  must  immedi- 
ately cease  on  all  Ihe  walers  ot  the  Columbia  south 
of  49°,  il  must  soon  become  quite  insignificant.  The 
bulk  of  the  goods  brought  1)  fort  Vancouver  go  to 
Frazer's  river;  and  when  the>e  pay  duties  at  the 
inoulh  of  the  Columbia,  they  cannot  stand  a  land 
and  water  carriage  of  seven  or  eight  hundred  miles. 
Some  other  mode  of  reaching  Frazer's  river,  where 
alone  any  valuable  trade  is  now  carried  on — some 
way  shoiter  in  di-tance  and  free  from  duties — must 
be  found;  and  il  is  probable  that  the  preparations 
now  making  for  a  new  port,  liigh  up  on  Ihe  iiorlh- 
west  coasl,  is  intended  by  the  Hudson  Bay  Compaiiv 
to  be  their  channel  of  communication  with  Frazer's 
river.  Simpson's  river,  just  under  the  famous  line 
SJO^O',  where  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  have  built 
Fort  Simpson,  and  which  Ihe  British  government 
made  it  a  point  to  obtain  from  Russia  in  1825,  will, 
in  all  probability,  be  Ihe  new  roule  for  the  trade 
which  now  reaches  Frazi^r's  river  llirough  the  Co- 
lumbia, the  Okanagan,  and  Thompson's  river.  It 
will  be  a  shorter  distance,  free  from  duties  lo  a  fo- 
reign government,  and  from  foreign  port  regula- 
tions. 

Thus  this  free  and  perpetual  navigalion  of  the  Co- 
lumbia, with  the  sovereignly  of  Ihe  right  hank  of 
^  the  river,  which  Ihe  capacious  mind  of  Sir  .i^lexan- 
j  der  McKcnzie  conceived,  as  the  subttilule  for  the 
I  northwest  passage,  and  which  has  been  the  real  poini 
I  of  contenli.in  between  the  Unilei  Slates  and  Great 
I  Britain  for  thirty  years,  has  dwindled  down  to  a  tern- 
1  purary  and  limited  privilege,  under  our  own  juris- 
'  diction,  and  will  probably  be  abandoned  before  Ihe 
lime  IS  out.  As  far  back  as  1801,  McKenzie  pro- 
posed lo  get  the  sovereignty  jjf  Ihe  Columbia,  that, 
through  It,  and  the  rivers  and  lakes  connected  wiih 
Hudson's  Bay,  a  new  comincftial  route  to  India 
might  be  opened.  His  goiernment  has  struggled  lur 
it  ever  since.  Il  now  yields:  and  il  will  be  lor  the 
American  governiuent  to  make  the  Columbia  and  the 
Missouri  the  new  Ime  of  that  co:nmerce  with  India, 
which,  since  the  lime  of  the  Phosnicians,  has  ag- 
grandized every  power  lliat  possessed  il,  and  enrich- 
ed every  country  through  which  il  flowed. 

The  third  article  of  the  Irealv  provides  for  the  pos- 
sessory rights  of  Ihe  Hudson  Ba'y  Company  and  other 
British  subjects  who  may  be  in  the  occupation  of 
land  lawfully  acquired.     Il  is  in  these  words: 

"In  the  fulure  appropriation  of  the  territory  south 
of  the  49th  parallel  of  north  latitude,  as  provided  in 
the  first  article  of  this  irealy,  the  possessory  rights 
of  the  Pludson  Bay  Company  and  of  all  British  sub- 
jects who  may  bj  already  in  the  occupation  of  land 
and  other  property  lawfully  acquired  within  the  said 
territory,  shall  be  respected." 

The  limitation  of  a  lawful  acquisition  lo  all  thcie 
rights  would  seem  to  exclude  them  all,  as  neither 
our  own  laws  nor  those  of  Great  Britain  admit  the 
validity  of  Indian  sales  to  individuals;  and  as  for  pos- 
sessory rights  under  the  j^jinl  occupation  conven- 
tion, Ihey  could  only  conlitue  lo  the  end  of  the  com- 
pany, (1863  )  The  whole  object  of  this  article  would 
seem  lo  be  lor  the  quiet  of  Ihe  company  and  the 
other  British  sulijects  until  Ihey  can  remove.  The 
whole  language  of  the  article  is  technically  preci-e, 
and  equally  explicit  in  admilliug  the  dominion  of 
the  United  States  over  the  occupied  places,  and  Ihe 
absence  of  all  present  or  expeclvd  title  in  Ihe  pos- 
sessors. The  tirst  words  of  the  article  (fulure  ap- 
pioprialions)  admit  our  right  to  dispose  of  these  pos- 
sessions; the  last  words  (shall  be  respected)  stipulate 
thai  the  occupants  shall  not  be  disturbed.  At  the 
ulmosl  this  uudisliirbtd  possession  can  only  extend 
lo  seventeen  years;  fur  it  is  slill  of  the  ne.v  licensed 
company,  and  not  of  Ihe  old  chartered  company, 
ihal  the  article  speaks.  I  would  wish  this  lime  to  be 
shorter,  and  believe  it  will  be;  for,  Ihe  trade  being 
slopped,  there  is  no  carlhly  inducement  lo  remain 
upon  the  land,  with  a  mere  possessory  riglil,  doomed 
lo  a  certain  and  speedy  lerniination.  Tiiesu  posses- 
sions are  few  in  number  and  small  in  extent.  Fort 
Vancouver  exceeds  all  the  rest  pul  together,  and  il 
only  amounts  to  a  few  hundred  acres.     The  fence  is 


Ihc  limit  of  the  possession,  for  there  is  no  ree-simplo 
title  to  give  a  constructive  possession  to  what  is  not 
enclosed.  I  am  willing  lo  understand  the  article  li- 
herally  and  to  execute  il  generously,  hut  in  slrint. 
ness  there  can  be  no  lawful  possessions  In  Oregon, 
(unless  the  defunct  Irealy  would  impart  that  clia-^ 
racier,)  the  persons  now  thorn  being,  in  Ihc  cyo  of 
our  law,  intruders  and  trespassers:  certainly  grants 
of  lands  will  be  made  lo  our  cilizens  Ihere,  but,  in  le- 
gal cnntemplalion,  they  arc  trespassers. 

The  fourth  article  applies  to  the  Pugel  Sound  Ag- 
ricultural Company,  and  stipulates  for  the  confirma- 
tion of  Ihe  lands  bcloni;ing  to  Ihem,  or  their  trans- 
fer, at  valuation,  to  the  Uni'cd  Stales,  if  deemed  of 
public  or  political  importance  lo  this  country.  The 
article  is  in  these  words: 

"The  farms,  lands,  and  other  properly  of  every 
description  belonging  lo  the  Puget's  Sound  Agricuf- 
tiiral  Company,  on  ihe  north  side  of  Ihe  Columbia 
river,  shall  he  confirined  lo  Ihc  said  company.  In 
case,  however,  Ihe  situation  of  these  farms  nnd  lands 
should  be  considered  by  Ihe  United  States  lo  be  of 
public  and  political  importance,  and  the  U.  States 
government  should  signify  a  desire  lo  obtain  postes- 
sion  of  Ihe  whole,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  the  pro- 
perty so  required  shall  he  transferred  lo  the  said  go- 
vernment at  a  proper  valuation,  lo  be  agreed  upon 
between  the  parlies." 

The  option  of  taking  the  lands  of  this  company  at 
valuation  lenders  Ihe  confirmatory  clause  entirely 
harmless.  The  valuation  can  hut  litile  exceed  Iho 
improvements,  and  for  these  it  is  fair  and  equitable 
that  payment  should  be  made.  The  only  settlement 
of  lliis  company  is  at  Nisqually  Bay,  on  Puget's 
Sound,  which  Captain  Wilkes  describes  as  small  in 
extent,  and  inferior  in  locality.  The  company  can 
claim  no  grants  beyond  their  poi^sessions.  Neither 
our  laws  nor  British  laws  admit  the  validity  of  In- 
dian grants;  and  under  the  treaty  of  joint-occupancy 
neither  parly  could  alienate  the  soil.  The  company 
is  in  the  Olympic  district,  and  it  will  be  of  public 
and  political  importance  that  no  foreign  company 
should  bo  csiablished  there:  it  is  on  Ihe  waters  of 
Puget's  Sound;  and  it  is  of  Ihe  same  importance  no 
foreign  company  should  be  there.  The  Olympic 
district  is  dclached  from  the  valley  of  the  Columbia 
—is  fertile  and  |iiclurc-quc— a  square  of  mountains 
and  valleys  on  the  sea  coast— and  will  make  a  fine 
American  settlement  of  about  one  hundred  miles 
every  way.  Pngel's  Sound  and  its  waters  will  af- 
ford select  positions  for  naval  stations;  but  il  is  loo 
far  inland,  has  too  liltic  country  dependent  upon  il, 
ami  too  long  an  approach  through  straits  and  chan- 
nels, to  be  a  commercial  position;  and  since  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  as  a  harbor 
has  been  vindicated,  it  is  nut  needed  for  such  a  pur- 
pose. A  naval  station,  especially  fur  large  ships, 
may  be  established  there,  and  in  that  point  of  v.iew 
it  may  be  of  public  and  political  importance  that  no 
foreign  company  should  be  there.  If  the  aiticle  had 
been  simply  for  the  confiunalion  of  their  lands  to 
the  company,  I  should  have  had  great  objections  to 
il:  but  the  option  of  laking  them  at  valuation  re- 
moves the  diliiouUy. 

In  my  high  and  responsible  cliaracler  of  constitu- 
tional adviser  to  ihe  president,  1  gave  my  opinion  in 
favor  of  accepting  the  propositions  which  constiliite 
this  treaty.  1  now  advise  ils  ratification.  The  first 
arlicle  is  in  the  very  terms  which  I  would  have  used; 
and  that  article  constiiulcs  Ihe  treaty.  With  me,  it 
is  the  Irealy.  The  remaining  three  articles  are  su- 
bordinate end  incidental,  and  only  intended  lo  facili. 
tale  the  execution  of  the  first  one.  The  great  ques- 
tion was  that  of  boundary.  On  that  point  hung  Ihe 
issue  of  peace  or  war.  'That  being  selllcd,  states- 
men do  nol  permit  subordinate  and  accessorial  mat- 
ter lo  baulk  the  great  conclusion.  In  this  spirit  the 
British  ministers  have  acted.  They  have  not  made 
their  proposition  an  ultiiualuai;  they  leave  it  open  lo 
our  objeclions,  and  of  course  lo  modifications.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  three  minor  articles  might  be  mo- 
dified to  my  entire  satisfaction;  but  the  qucslion  with 

me  is,  whether  Ihe   diflerence   is  worth  Ihe  deiav.= 

And  1  am  very  clear  Ihal  it  is  not.  The  whole'bu- 
siness  of  Ihe  country  requires  Ihe  political  relations 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  to  be  settled. 
The  country  has  suffered  loo  much  already.  Nol  a 
fanner  but  what  has  suffered  in  Ihe  price  of  his  pro- 
duce; nol  a  merchant  but  what  has  sullercd  in  bis 
commerce;  nol  a  business  man  of  any  oharaclerlhat 
is  nol  now  in  doubt  and  uncertainty  as  lo  his  opera- 
lions,  illany  have  been  irretrievably  ruined;  many 
are  trembling  upon  the  brink  of  ruin.  Kumora  of 
war  fill  Ihe  lanil:  they  have  filled  il  since  the  beginning 
of  the  session;  and  although  Ihese  rumors  do  nut 
kill  men,  yet  they  kill  confidence,  enleipiisc,  and 
credit.  1  hey  kill  business,  and  that  is  a  ihing  which 
we  wish  lo  revive  and  perpctuale.  Until  the  treaty 
i>  actually  concluded,  Ihe  blagnalion,  uncertainly, 
and  vicissitudes  of  business  a.iiil  CuUliiiuv.     'ibo 
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country    must   continue  to   .ufTer;  ^"^  '  ^="  ^^^ree 
advanlaze  in  any  possible   modification  of  the  three 
™i, or  riidesieven  in  their  total  exclusion  from 
rheTrcaly-which  could  compcnote  the  country  for 
he  tw    or  three  months   of  further  sulier.ng  ^vh,ch 
the  delay  of  the  modifications  would  involve.     This, 
of  iuelfi  would  be  a  sufficient  inducement  with  me 
to  terminate  at  once  the  present  disastrous  state  of 
hinrby  taking  the  treaty  as  it  is.     This  would  be 
enough  of  itself.  But  another  reason,  equally  strong, 
comes  in   aid  of  the  same  conclusion.     We  have  a 
war  with  a  sister  republic— the  first  of  its   kind  m 
our  history-which  every  dictate  of  hunfianity  every 
consideration  of  policy,  every   calculation   of  'n'^-;- 
est,  requires   to  be    brought  to   the  most  speedy  ter- 
mination.     The   expectation  of  a  war  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Great  Britain,  so  long  pronounced 
on  this  floor  to  be  inevitable,  ha.  already  had  its  en 
couraging  influence   on  the  spirits  of- our  neighbor. 
The  continuance  of  that  expectation  must  continue 
that  encouragement;  and  nothing  but  the  broad  fact 
of  a   treaty    ratified   can    dispel    the   illusion  iinoer 
which  Mexico  now  labors  with  respect  to  our  British 
(JifTu-ulties.     She  expects  war  between  us,  and  con- 
sequent   triumph  to  herself  from  the  junction  of  so 
Dowerful  an  ally.      Let  the  treaty  be  ratified— let  the 
news  of  the  ratification  go   to  Mexico— and   the  tid- 
ings of  that  event  will  do  more  than  "an  army  with 
banners"  to  turn  her  thoughts  upon   peace  with  the 
United  Stales.     Peace   will  then  be  her  policy;  and 
the  smallest  fraction  of  time  gained  in   the  rcstora 
tion  of  peace  with  that  republic  will  be  worth  more 
to  us  in  the  mere  item  of  expense  saved,  to  say  no- 
thin"  of  the  interests  of  humanity,  policy,  and  com- 
merce, than  all  the  British   rights  in  Oregon,  under 
the  treaty,  can  ever  be  worth  in  money  to   them,  or 
in  damage  to  us.  Forty  five  days  is  the  shorten!  lime 
in  which  we  v/ould  expect  an  answer  from  London, 
in  reply   to  proposed  modifications;  and  the  amount 
of  the  expense  of  the  Mexican  warforany  one-half 
day  of  that  time,  or,  at  the  very  outside,  three-quar- 
ters of  a  day,  would  be  suflicienlto  purchase  out  all 
the  navigation  claim  of  the  Hudson  Bjy  C.impany— 
all  the  possessory  land  claims  of  the  company  or  of 
individuals— all  the  Nisqually   claims  of  the  Puget's 
Sound  Agricultural  Company— and  send  the  whole 
of  the  claimants,  singing  and  rejoicing,  all  the  way 
up  to  "fiCty-four-forty."     For  this  reason  again,  and 
merely    to   shorten    the  war   with  Mexico,  I  would 
vote  for  the  treaty   as  it  stands;  putting  all  the  rea- 
sons to'^ether- the  settlement  of  a  forly   years'  con- 
troversy with  Gr£at  Britian— the  equity  of  the  main 
article- the   insignificence  of  the  minor   ones— the 
relief  of  the  business  communiiy   Irom  the  evils  ol 
suspense  and  uncertainty— and  the   accelerated  pro- 
gress of  peace  with    Mexico:  putting   all  these  rea- 
sons together,  and  I  give  my  vote  for  the  ralitication 
of  the  treaty  with  a  mind  clearof  doubt,  and  a  heart 
full  of  hope.     The  great  question    of  the  boundary 
is  settled,  and  if  any  difficulties   occur  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the   small   articles,  1  trust   and    believe  that 
wise    men    will    be    found  in  each  country  to    settle 
these   trifles   amicebly,  as  wise  men   have  now  been 
found   meach    to   settle  the  great  point  wisely  and 
j'lstly.  ^^__ 

AUDRES°d^oTTHEllON.     WM-    H.   HAY- 
WOOD, Jr., 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  NORTH  CAn0LlN.\. 


I  have   never  appeared  before   the  public,  by  my-  | 
self  or   otherwise,   to    write   down    an    accusation  . 
against  mc,  but  have   hitherto  chosen  to  bear  unjust 
rebuke  and  silence,  and  rely  upon  time  and  my  man- 
ner of  life  to  consign  to  oblivion  the  wbi=penugs  of 
the  envious  and  the  calumnies  of  the  malignant.     1 
do   not  allect  to  conceal   that  a  depaiture  trom  this 
rule  liives  me  much  pain;and  1  am  persuaded  that  il 
many  of  my  friends  did  not  IbmU  that  il  li  a  duly   1 
owe  to  the  people  not  to  remain  silent  under  the  re- 
cent censure   of  phrenzied    partisans.  1  should  leave 
it   aa  far  as  concerns  me,  to   my  own  character  and 
the  self-denjing  act  which  has  provoked  it,  to  vindi- 
cate the  patriotism  and  purity  ol  my  motive-;  repos- 
inc  ronfideiiily  upon  the  discernment   and  Judgment 
of  an  intelligent  public,  in  view    of  Ihe  simple  lacts 
as  they  occurred;  and    not  doubling   that,  so  soon  as 
the  occasion  tiad  passed  by,  and  there  was  no  longer 
a  necessity  for  overawing  others   who  it  might  have 
been  supposed  were  more  timid  in  their  purposi^  and 
no  chance  to  deceive  the  people  at  the  North  Caro 
lini  electiim?,  by  unscrupulous  libels  against  nie,  my 
Bssailants  would  cease  from  tlieir  "dirty  work,"  and 
bad  men,  who  measure  the  motives  of  the  virtuous 
by  a  standard   of  morals  which   vice  has  erected  in 
their  own  bosoms,  would  go  Imiiling  alter  some  fresh 
victim  to  gratify  their  ignoble  malice.     Bull  come 
before  you    at  this  time  to   upeak  of  mjsell,  nut  uf 
Others,  and  lo  tlclonU  my  own  faiUifuliicss,  not  to 


expose  their  designs;  and  I  think  myself  happy  that 
I  have  the  honest  people  of  North  Carolina  to  judge 
my  cause.  1  invoke  no  sympathy,  I  ask  no  compas- 
sion, and  I  thank  God  I  need  them  not.  Bu  ,  wi  h 
the  proud  consciousness  of  one  who  has  dared  to  do 
his  duty  as  a  servant  of  the  republic,  amidst  dangers 
and  trials  such  as,  1  trust,  are  not  to  grow  common 
in  our  government,  I  stand  before  you  to  lay  claim 
to  the  confidence,  respect,  and  approbation  ot  all 
good  men,  more  especially  of  those  belonging  to  the 
democratic  parly.  I  feel  and  know  this  day,  and  I 
will  prove  even  to  my  enemies,  that  in  my  station  as 
a  senator,  and  retiring  from  it,  1  incurred  no  guilt— 
1  deceived  no  one— I  betrayed  no  party— I  made  no 
sacrifice  of  your  interests,  and  no  surrender  of  your 
rights- none  at  all,  directly  nor  indirectly.  And  they 
who  have  charged  the  contrary,  with  all  who,  from 
any  motive,  personal  or  political,  have  given  to  K 
their  aid  and  countenance,  did  "bear  false  witness." 
It  is  true  that  on  the  25ih  of  July,  a  few  moments 
before  the  vote  was  expected  to  have  been  taken  on 
the  new  tariff  bill  of  1816,  (improperly  called  "Mc- 
Kay's bill,")  1  resigned  my  seat  as  a  senator  in  con- 
gress into  the  hands  of  North  Carolina,  to  whom  it 
belonged,  believing  that  it  was  my  duty  to  do  it  sooner 
than  cast  my  vote  against  my  conscience  for  a  law 
that  I  could  not  approve,  and  knowing  that  it  was 
my  perfect  right  to  do  it,  and  that  I  would  be  but 
exercising  that  right  in  precise  accordance  with  the 
last  written  doctrine  of  the  legislature  and  of  the 
party  who  elected  me.  In  this  only  have  I  oB'ended; 
and  in  manly  sincerity,  but  with  that  plainness  of 
speech  which  the  humblest  man  in  the  community 
will  be  able  to  understand  for  himself,  I  proceed  to 
lay  before  you  my  explanation. 

The  subject  of  the  tarilf,  and   the  system  of  laws 
by  which  taxes  are  imposed  and  collected  for  the  use 
of  the  general  government   throughout  the  Union  is 
one  of  deep  importance,  but  of  much  intricacy  and 
great  difficulty  in  its  judicious  arrangement.      Soon 
after   taking    my    seat    in    the  senate  of  the  United 
States  (in  December,  1843,)  I  fur  one  felt  what  any 
man  when  he  first  goes  into  congress  directly  from 
I  private  life  will  be  apt  to  experience,  and  that  was, 
i  a  lack  of  necessary  knowledge  and  information  upon 
it.     With  an  ambition  to  learn  my  duty  as  a  legisla- 
tor for  this  great  republic,  and  a   fixed   determina- 
tion to  pursue  it  afterwards,  I  immediately  gave  my 
whole  mind   to   the  study   and  consideration  of  this 
tariff  system,  well  known  that  upon  it  depended  in  a 
good  degree  the  chief  operations  of  commerce,  ag- 
riculture, and   manuractures   in   the   other  states  as 
well  as    ours.     During    the    first   session  of  the  last 
'congress,   and    after    having   devoted  nearly  all  my 
for  some   months   to    this  study,  I  hoped  I  had 
:  myself  qualified,    and    my    political  associates 
believed  me  tit  to  be  consulted   and  counselled   with 
m  our  united  efiurts  to  ariange  a   tariff  with  justice 
lo  all  sections,  and  with  entire  safety  to  the  business, 
prosperity,  harmony,  peace,  and  independence  of  the 
Union.     To  admit  that  this  could  not  be  dune  was  lo 
declare  that  the  Union  cannot  be  preserved,  and  the 
cause  of  free  government  had  failed. 

The  democratic  senators  in  particular,  concurring 
as  we  did  then,  and   do  now,  with   a  few  exceptions 
at  the  north,  in  a  sentiment  of  opposition  to  the  la- 
riS'  of  1842,  debired    to   see  il   changed.     That  act 
was  believed  to  be  extreme  in  its  protective  charac-  | 
Iter,   and    therefore   unequal   and    unsatisfactory    lo  i 
large  sections  of  the  Union;  and  our  aim  was  to  mo- 
dify it  by  the  nearest  possible  approach  to  that  hap- 
py mean   belwuen    the  extreme   o|iinion3  ol  such  as 
demand  a  total  abandonment  of  all  protection  on  one 
hand,  and  of  those  who   insist  upon  protection  as  a 
primary  object  on  llie  other.     I   have  no  doubt  that 
Ihib  ia  ihc  only  foundation  upun  which  wise  and  just 
I  legislation  can  be  based,  when    interests    really  con-  j 
flictiiig  are  to  be  ■-ffected  by  the  aclion  of  the  gene, 
ral  government.     Conferences  with  each  otlii^r,  and 
with   the   chairman  ot  the  committee  of  uays  and 
means  of  the  house  of  representatives,  (Mr.  McKay,) 
were  freqiienlly  held  as  to  the  best  mode  of  altering 
and  reforming  the   tarifl'  of  1842.     The   more  eini 
uent  men  of  the  democratic  parly  In  the  senate,  and 
leading    slalesmeii    from    diUereni   sections    of    the 
Union  111  congress,  took  pari  in  the  deliberations  and 
investigations  which  preceded  and    accompanied  the 
formation    of  what   was    then    called  and  known  as 
"McKav'.s  bill  and  report,"  viz:  in  March,  1844.  In 
the  councils    whence    the    bill  proceeded  1  had    the 
honor  to  be  admitted  as  an  humble  and  unpretending 
pariicipator,  so  that  1  knew, and  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  quile  all  the  democratic  senators  from  the  south 
and  west,  and  very  nearly  every  one   from  ihe  north 
and  east,  assented  lo  or  acquiesced  in  it.     It  lormed 
I  a   subject  of  congratulation,  1   remember,  amongst 
the    members   of  the    party  from  all  sections  at  thai 
]  time,  (1844,)  that   the   i^jiiiions  and  views  of  demo- 
crats in  the  national  councils  had  been  thus   brought 
to  liarinonizc  iii  what  was  thought  lo  be  a  reasona- 


ble, prudent,  practical    measure   of  legislation  upon 
this  subject,  which  seemed  likely   to  put  at  rest  and 
settle   the  tariff  dispute.     Unfortunately,  it  did  not 
pass  the  house  of  representatives:  1    will  not  stop  lo 
slate  the  cause.     Bui,  nolwithstahding  i.s   temporary 
defealin   that   body,  the    democratic    parly  at  once 
put  themselves  before  the  people  of  the   Union  upon 
that  bill  as  a  common  platform,  and    it  was  promul- 
gated as  their  proposed  scheme  of  reforming  the  la- 
rifi-  act  of  1842.     "McKay's    report"   of  1844  was 
published    and   sent  forlh  as    the  true  and    authentic 
interpretation  of  their  views  in  regard  to  the  change 
we  were  afterwards  to  insist  upon.     So  1  understood 
it  at  the    time,  and    ever   since,  and    so    have  I  con- 
stanlly  declared.     The    hill  was  named  after  Us  au- 
thor  and   advocate,  (Mr.  .McKay,)   a  statesman   of 
North  Carolina— a  soulhern  man  and  a  democrat.— 
My  own  opinions  in  its  favor   were  freely  expressed 
1  in  all  ray  intercourse  with  you,  and  they  are  not  un- 
known in  any  quarter.     The  domocralic  press  in  N. 
Carolina,  without  exception,  applauded  il.     1  he  de- 
mocratic  party  zealously   approved  of  it  throughout 
our  limits.     If  there  was   a  single  one  of  them  who 
did  not    I  am  yet  lo  learn  the  fact.    Hundreds,  if  not 
thousands,  of  the  other  party  in  our  slate  gave  iheir 
approving  voice  in  its  favor.     Our   elections  in  1344 
and  1845,  all  of  them,  were  conducted  upon  that  ba- 
sis, so  far  as  the  tariff  question  entered    into  them  at 
all      Every  intelligent  man  in  tbe  nation  knows  the 
I  fact  that  the  fall  elections  of  1844,  and  those  in  the 
spring  of  1845,  throughout  the   United    States,  for 
'  members  of  the  present  congress,  were  carried  on, 
if  not  upon  the  same  basis,  with  a  knowledge  of  that 
bill  and  report.     The  north  saw  in  it  a  pledge  of  the 
mUh  and  west  that  we  did  not  mean  to  break  down 
and  oppress  the  labor  and  in  luslry  of  the  norlh  and 
east      The  south  saw    in  it  a  reasonable  concession 
to  their  demand  for  practical    free  trade.     The  peo- 
ple every  where  saw  in  it  the  hope   lor  moderate  le 
eislation,  and  the  prospect  of  a  permanent  arrange 
ment  of  a  question    that   had   been  agitating  the  na 
tion  for  a  quarter  of  a  century;  and  if  your  memory 
still   serves   you   with  a    recollection   ol  any  ol  the 
speeches  of  your  candidates    for   the  last  legislature 
or  for  the  present  congress,  made  in  iSorth  Carolina 
only  a  year   ago,  1  beg  to  know    whether  il  was  not 
uniformly  proclaimed   that  all  true  democrats  were 
gomg  in  favor  of  "McKay's  bill"  of  1844?     Bear  m 
mind  that  the  "McKay    bill"  of  1844  and  the    Mc- 
Kay   bill   of  1846   agree  in   nothing  but  the   name 
as  I  will  show  you  hereafter. 

And  what,  let   me   ask,  was  the   result  of  all  this 

In  the  norlh.  as   well  as  in   the  south  and  west,  the 

elections  lo  the  present  congress  ended    favorably  to 

the   democratic  party.     A    democratic  majority  ol 

more  than  sixty   were   returned   lo  the   house  of  re 

presentatives.     The   same  party  held    a  majority  ir 

the  senate.     And  a  democratic  president,  nominatec 

after  the  "McKay   bill"   of  1844   had   been  framei 

and  approved  by  the  party,  was  elected  by  the  vote! 

of  stales  in  the  north   as  well  as  thesoulh;  a  south 

ern  and    a    western    president,  svhom  we   could  no 

have  elected  willioiil  ihe  votes  of  northern  states.- 

Of  course    I    cannot   undertake  lo   affirm,  as  a  fact 

thai  the  northern  stales   which   voted  for  the  demo 

cratic  party  were  induced  to  do  il  by   McKay's  bil 

and  report  of  1844.     Bui  this  1  know,  and  will  say 

j  that  it    was  put    forth  as    a    polilical  peace-oflenn 

i  upon  the  tariff,  and  that  the  northern  people  at  one 

rallied  to  the  support  of  the  party  in  numbers  largel 

beyond  those  wliieh  had  herelofore  supported  il;  an 

that  it  was  expected  by  lis  xi'lien  lliat  cfferUig  irns  mm 

\thatUivo\ild   conciliate   Ihe  norlliern   ((iinocj-of.';,  and 

'  have  no   coubl  that    il  enlisted  the  support  of  thoi 

sands  who    would   have   sustained  the  party  witlioi 

it.     Now,  then,  1    put   it   to    the    conscience  of  It 

people  of  Norlh  Caioliiia,  who  I  know  love  all  the 

ciuntrv— north,   south,   east,    and    west — whetbe 

under  such  circumstances,  1  was  bound  to  violate  re 

sense    of  duty,    and,    contrary    alike    lo    this  part; 

pledge  and  to  my  own  sober  judgment   as  a  senato 

to  assent  loan  act  which    violated,  out  and  out,  tl 

"McKay  bill"  of  1844,  when   there   was  no  publ 

emergency  to  require  it,  and  no  national  exigency 

excuse  it,  and  that   when  I  did  most  confidently  bi 

lieve  that  the  new  tariff  acl  of  the  pre^^cnt  cougrc 

was,  in  itself,  unwise  and  full  of  mischief  lo  the  t 

public?     Was  it  my  duly  to  you,  or  lo  'he  democr 

tic  party  of  North  Carolina,  to  have  done  that?    Ai 

had  1  no  riglit  lo   resign  and  retire  from  iL'     Was 

lo  hold  on   to    my   office,  and  put   up  the  prelendi 

excuse   that  the   democrats  of  North  Carolina  h 

changed  their  minds,  and  repudiated  "McKay's  bil 

of  1844  for  a  new  and  different  measure  m  1816, 

that  the  people  desired    lue  to  pass  the  latter,  wli« 

forsooth,  1  did  not  know  the  fad  lo  be  so.  and  in  t 

heart  1  did  not  believe  it?     So  far  from  its  being  t 

case,  1  more  than  doubted  whclher  thousands  ofy' 

have  not  taken  il  for  granted,  or  been  led  lo  belie' 

down   lo  this  day,  Ui.U  the  "McKay  bill"  of  16 
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was  (he  same  thine  Ihit  is  callcil  so  in  1346,  where- 
as Ihey  are  as  (litfHrentas  liii;ht  isfrom  dailjnes?-  — 
No,  my  consliluenls  nevtji-  required  such  things  ol 
me. 

Believe  me,  I  do  not  mean  to  bring  into  question 
the  course  of  other  democratic  senators  who  con- 
demned the  act,  and  yet  gave  it  Ihcir  vole.  It  is  my 
riglit  to  state  that  there  were  not  a  few  of  tliem  who 
did  that.  JNeilhiT  do  1  mean  by  this  to  assail  my 
friend  Mr.  McKay.  Far  from  it.  'I'hcy  are  my 
friends  personally  and  politically,  and  in  taking  a  dil- 
ferent  view  of  their  duty  they  liid  me  no  wrong,  and 
in  defending  my  own  conduct,  I  intend  not  to  arraign 
theirs.  Whilst  I  have  pursued  the  light  of  my  can- 
sctenre,  they  have  followed  theirs.  In  questions  of 
conscience,  it  must  be  conceded  that  God  is  the 
judge,  and  every  man  must  stand  or  fall  according 
as  each  believes  for  hi  iiself.  So  tliat  not  unfrcquenl- 
ly  there  are  cases  where  men  in  the  same  circum- 
stances may  act  differently,  and  yet  both  be  guilt 
less. 

But  what  I  have  said  upon  the  history  and  purpose 
of  the  "McKay  bill"  of  1844  did  not  form  all  of  my 
objeelions  to  the  new  tariff  of  IS46,  improperly 
named  "McKay's  bill;"  and  wlilch  I  shall,  for  the 
sake  of  discnminalion,  more  properly  call  the  "Ex- 
perimental Tariff." 

l\Iy  opinions  shall  be  laid  before  you  without  dis 
guise,  and  you  shall  see  whether,  taken  in  connex- 
ion with  an  unnecessary  and  improper  abandoiiment 
of  the  real  Mt-Kay  bill  of  1844,  tliey  do  not  show, 
that  in  my  hostility  to  the  cxperi:nenlal  larili',  1  was 
faithful  to  you  and  my  country,  and  true  to  myself 
and  my  party. 

Fortunately  for  me,  those  opinions,  so  far  as  tlicy 
looked  forward  to  ils  ullimale  con^eijiieiiccs  on  the 
harmony  of  the  parly  or  the  welfare  of  the  repub- 
lic, 1  am  no  longer  under  the  necessity  of  supporting 
by  labored  arguments.  For  good  or  evil,  the  law 
has  passed.  If  it  should  he  repealed  or  modified  at 
the  next  session,  that  will  be  of  itself  a  complete 
vindication  of  my  opposition  to  it  at  the  present. — 
If  it  should  be  pcnnilied  to  remain  in  force  in  the 
form  I  was  required  to  vole  upon  it,  then  time  will 
soon  determine  whether  my  opinion  of  it  was  right 
or  wrong.  I  abide  the  result  without  fear;  yet,  it  1 
know  myself,  without  a  wish  to  see  evil  come  of  it, 
merely  for  the  sake  of  claiming  hereafter  the  merit 
of  political  sagacity  for  my  resistance  to  it. 

These,  then,  were   my   opinions,  as  they  are  now: 

First.  Our  country  is  involved  in  an  expensive 
war,  and  the  wisest  among  you  cannot  foresee  its 
close.  We  have  a  large  army  invading  Mexico,  and 
a  large  navy  olT  her  coasts,  along  the  Pacific  Ocean 
and  in  ilie  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  sum  already  ap- 
propriated by  congress  for  the  government  espe.idi- 
tures  of  the  liscal  year  exceeds  fifty  millions  of 
dollars.  Will  the  experimental  tariff  raise  revenue 
sufficient  to  "pay  as  we  go?"  Certainly  not.  Con- 
gress knew  that,  and  therefore  authorized  a  loan  of 
ten  millions,  at  the  very  time  we  were  passing  this 
tariff;  and  the  lir^t  act  of  the  next  session  will  pro- 
bably be  one  for  ten  millions  more!  Will  it  produce 
revenue  enough  to  pay  one  half  of  the  appropria- 
tions? I  am  quite  sure  it  will  not.  Its  advocates  di  I 
not  assert  tlial  it  will   do  much  more.     Wherefor 


we  were  to  have  peace  or  war  wilh  Mexico,  we 
needed  much  more  money  to  carry  on  the  govern 
ment.  When  the  plainest  rules  of  arithmetic  and 
common  sense  thu"  compcllud  me  to  wiihlinld  my 
support  from  a  tariff  experiment,  to  be   madi 


Fourth.  In  none  nf  the  tarifif  acts  of  the  Unilcft 
States  in  former  years  w  as  tlie  industry  of  our  own 
country  burdened  by  discriminations  made  nga'msl 
home  nianiifactures.  Their  policy  was  to  build  up 
and  not  lo  deslrny,  to  protect  and  not  to  oppress. — 


t  the  expense  of  the  nation's  credit,  how  could  1  Not  so  the  experimental  tariff.  And  is  it  not  a  mis- 
hesitate?  I  lake  lo  suppose  that  the  republican  people  of  North 

Second.  The  tariff  of  1342  ought  to  have  been  |  Carolina  were  at  any  time  hostile  to  those  acts  mere- 
modified,  but  not  by  an  act  which  reduced  the  du-  i  ly  because  they  were  "protective?"  Our  hostility 
ties  as  early  as  the  first  December.  was  aimed   at   the  ta;(cii(  of  the  thing,  not  the  thing 

In  all  great  alterations  of  the  tariff  diminishing  '  iiself;  at  exirfiiic  proleclion,  not  protection  prr  se  — 
duties,  the  reductions  ought  to  he  made  upon  rca-^on-  !  With  here  and  there  an  individual  exception — for  re- 
able  notice  to  the  people  whose  prop'^rty  and  busi-  publicans  in  those  days  were  allowed  lo  dilTer— I 
ness  will  be  affeoted  by  Ihcm.  In  that  ca-ic  there  boldly  affirm  thai  this  was  the  republican  doctrine  of 
may  be  inconvenience  to  some,  but  it  does  not  bring  lour  stale;  and  the  p-oplc  will  know  it  to  be  true 
ruin  down  upon  so  many  innocent  people.  Not  giv-  I  wlien  1  remind  them  that  it  was  precisely  the  point 
ing  time,  infant  factories  are  destroyed  by  the  hand  of  our  dispute  with  the  Niillifiers.  They  were 
of  legislation,  and  tlie  older  and    more  mature  esta-    against  proteeiioii  out  mid  out;  we,  the  (Jackson)  rc- 


blishinents  arc  compelled  lo  diminish  their  opera- 
tions forthwith,  and  consequently  to  discharge  a 
number  of  their  laborers,  and  reduce  the  wages  of 
all.  The  laborers  sufler  moro  than  Ihe  owners,  be- 
cause Ihey  are  less  able  lo  bear  it.  The  sudden  loss 
of  work  will  be  lo  many  of  them  and  their  families 
a  loss  of  food  and  laiment;  and  Ihat  which  the  law- 
maker is  commanded  to  pray  for — iiis  "daily  bread" 
— he  would  he  thus  rudely  taking  by  law  from  the 
workingman  o(  his  country.  And  the  experimental 
tariff  act  was  the  more  objeclionable,  inasmuch  as 
many  of  our  countrymen — the  northern  laborers, 
who  are  to  suffer  under  it — vs'ill  be  put  out  of  em- 
ployment in  the  beginning  of  winter,  when  other 
employments  will  be  obtained  with  great  difficulty; 
and  at  Ihe  north  the  poor,  without  labiu'  and  wages, 
encounter  a  degree  of  suffering  in  that  inclement 
season  which  we  have  no  just  conception  of  at  the 
soulh.  You  must  see  it  before  you  can  fully  appre 
ciatc  it.  Also,  a  sudden  altcralion  of  the  tariff  must 
of  neceE?ily  disturb  the  home  market  of  our  inanu- 
facluuers,  coal-diggers,  and   mechanics,  and  involve  I  was  by  the  aiilhority  of  the  adminislralions  of  H'us/i 


publican  party  of  North  Carolina  in  particular,  wt 
for  tiici(/t<i(iif  prolcriion,  modcrale  protection  by  a 
"judicious  liiriff."  They  were  for  declaring  the  tariff 
of  lSi28  and  1832  unconstilulinnal,  and  nullifying  it 
because  it  protected  manufactures.  We  tliought  it 
was  unjust  because  the  proleclion  was  extreme,  but 
not  unconslilulional,  and  that  the  "Union  musl  bu 
preserved."  What  the  republican  p.irty  of  North 
Carolina  thought  then,  1  thought,  and  spoke,  and 
wn.lc. 

And,  coming  down  to  more  recent  events,  let  mo 
say  Ihat  McKay's  bill  of  1S44  was  a  tariff  of  inciden- 
tal protection,  which  ynu  and  I,  and  ail  the  demo- 
crals  in  congress  from  North  Carolina  ap|irovcd  and 
sustained,  and  the  people  of  our  party  in  North  Ca- 
rolina nowhere  opposed  last  year,  and  the  preis  of 
the  parly  defended  up  to  the  inauguralitn  and  after- 
wards, and  even  down  to  the  day  of  the  report  from 
Ihe  present  secretary  of  Ihe  treasury.  Careful  study, 
longer  experience,  and  closer  examination,  have  con- 
firmed me  in  the  faith  of  those  limes,  fortified  as  it 


hundreds  and  thousands,  in  losses  to  some,  ruin  lo 
others,  and  suffering  to  many. 

Even  a  b.-'.d  tariff  law,  then,  should  not  be  repeal- 
ed so  as  to  fall  down  too  hastily,  when  its  gradual 
abrogation  would  create  less  inconvenience  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  ils  sudden  change  may  oppress  the 
poor,  or  do  injustice  lo  any  section.  The  govern- 
ment ought  to  have  compassion  on  all  the  people, 
and  particularly  upon  the  laboring  classes.  The  nia- 
nufacturs  at  the  north  arc  nol  all  "Abbott  Lawren- 
ces," whose  fortune  has  been  the  theme  of  so  many 
tariff  speeches.  The  compromise  lariff  act,  under 
Gen.  Jackson,  in  1S33,  reduced  the  duties  gradually 
and  periodically  for  nine  years,  /(gave  nine  years' 
notice.  7'his  exjierimcntiil  tariff  will  reduce  all  the 
duties  upon  only  four  monlhs'  notice!  The  latter 
was  harsh,  cruel,  unjust  legislation;  harsh  to  Ihe 
wealthy,  cruel  to  the  laborer,  and  unjust  to  both;  and 
Ihe  general  welfare  did  not  require  it. 

Third.  The  independent  treasury,  of  itself  a  great 
cliange;  the  warehousingact  another;  and  the  experi- 
mental tariff,  the  greatest  of  Uiein  all,  will,  when 
taken  together,  work  an  entire  revolution  of  our  fi- 
nancial system.  One  at  a  time  they  might  tiave 
been  introduced  more  safely,  some  of  them  wisely. 

ut,  by  being  so  nearly  uiiiled,  as  Ihey  will  be,  in  the 


if  this  experiment  works  as  well  as  its  warmest  lime  of  their  commencement,  it  is  calculated  to  ex 
friends  have  predicted,  th.-.  government  will  fall  in  !  cite  apprehension  and  alarm.  To  put  them  inlo 
debt  twenly-five  millions  this  (fiscal)  year.  So  hmg  '  simullaneous  opeiation  was,  indeed,  a  political  move- 
as  the  war  lasts,  and  fur  such  a  period  of  lime  after  i  ment  uf  party  too  violent  and  too  potent  for  good. — 
it  as  the  war  expenses  continue,  it  will  be  Ihe  same  ]  They  will  aS'ect  all  the  business  uf  the  people  most 
thing.  But  if  ihe  experiment  works  as  illy  as  ilsl  injuriously;  and,  wilh  a  government  expenditure  of 
most  violent  opponents  liave  said  of  it,  why  then  il '  fiHj  millions  and  a  revenue  under  twenty  millions, 
■will  hardly  go  at  all.  1  think  the  truth  lies  between  !  the  government  itself  may  be  crushed  under  their 
ihem.  Il  will  work,  but  It  will  work  b.idly,  and  '  combined  operation.  To  allempt  it  when  the  nation 
work  jou   deeply  in   debt;   and    if  it   is  adiiered  to  ;  was  at  war  abroad,  and    the  government  was  in  llie 


'without  alteration,"  the  public  debt  will  be  increas- 
ed nol  much  short  of  thirty  millions  the  first  year, 
and  I  can  see  no  way  to  prevent  us  yearly  increase, 
except  by  a  resort  lo  direct  taxes. 

Direct   taxes   ought   to  be  our  very  last  resort — 
public  debt  is   an   evil   that  1  abiior  more  than  ever 


money  market,  or  soon  expected  there,  as  a  borrow- 
er at  liome,  clearly  appeared  lo  my  mind  to  be  un- 
wisely jeoparding  public  credit  and  privale  confi- 
dence. Revolutions  are  Sf  Idom  reforms,  and  cer- 
tainly reforms  need  nol  always  be  revolutions.  One 
lusl  reasonably   fear  that,   witliout  a  miracli 


since  1  was  a  member  of  congress;  and  therefore  il '  strong  measures,  acting  with  their  combined  power 
was  the  conclusion  of  my  mind  Ihat  this  tariff  ex-  '  against  the  existing  order  of  things  in  the  country, 
periraent  ought  not  to  be  tried,  and  cerlainly  not  at  I  may  create  a  revulsion  in  trade,  pecuniary  distress, 
this  particular  lime.  The  acts  of  congress  wfiich  I  iiard  limes,  papular  excitements,  and  sectional  agita- 
went  lo  diminish  the  revenue,  but  to  increase  the  I  lions,  preceding  another  contest  for  Ihe  presidency, 
expendilures,  did  not  seem  tome  to  be  consistent  1  and  do  nobody  any  good  but  a  few  political  a  ;itators 
witli  prudence  in  any  government,  more  especially  I  and  rich  speculators.  1  thougtit  they  would  go  very 
in  a  lime  of  war.  The  tai iff  system,  according  lo  ]  far  towards  producing  an  overthrow  of  the  democral- 
my  judgment,  was  a  most  unfit  subjict  for  party  ex-  ■  ic  party,  if  they  did  not  entirely  accomplish  il. — 
peiimenls;  and  at  the  time  of  a  yearly  expenditure  I  These  consequences  were  too  natural  not  to  be  appre- 
of  fitly  millions  of  dollars,  and  ol  a  foreign  war,!  tiended;  and  the  last  mentioned  result  was  openly 
such  experiments  amounted  to  parly  rashness.  If  ]  predicted  by  some  a  id  probably  anticipated  by  others 
the  war  should  end  soon,  still  the  government  here, :  of  my  own  friends,  who  yet  voted  for  the  experimen- 
we  knew,  expected  to  lerminale  il  by  a  treaty  for  tal  lariff  bill  without  approving  of  il.  Unless  it 
peace  and  a  new  territory,  viz:  California.  No  ho-  j  should  be  repealed,  or  materially  modified,  its  coiise- 
nesl  country  would  lake  the  territory  wilhoul  pay- i  quences  now  belong  to  the  developmentsofllic  future; 
ing  the  owner  lor  it,  and,  if  we  would,  Mexico  can-  j  so  1  need  not  illusirale  the  grounds  of  my  conviction 
not  yield  il  upon  any  other  terms.     Hence,  wheiher  !  by  minuter  statcnienls.  Lei  time  test  ils  correctness. 


7on,  and  Jefferson,  and  tMadison,  and  .l/oTiroe,  and 
Jackson,  all  Southern  republicans  and  Southern  presi- 
dents, h  consistency  treason?  It  may  be  a  misfor- 
tune to  me  Ihat  I  was  unable  lo  change  with  the 
times,  but  it  would  be  a  ciimo  to  deny  my  failh.— 
To  avoid  miarepresenlalion.  1  give  you  Ihe  words  uf 
those  w  ise,  and  eminent,  and  palriotic  men.  Hear 
VVashinglon: 

Extract  of  a  speech  of  George  fVnshington,  President 
of  the  United  Slates,  to  Congress,  January  8,  1791). 
"A  free  people  ought  not  only  to  be  armed,but 
disciplined;  to  "which  end  a  uniform  a  well  digested 
plan  is  requisite;  and  Iheir  safely  and  interest  re- 
quire that  ihcy  should  promote  such  manufatloriis  as 
tend  to  render  them  independent  of  others  for  essen- 
tial, particularly  military  supplies." 

"The  advancemenl  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
manufactures,  by  all  prcper  means,  icill  not,  I  trust,  need 
rccommcndtdion," 

In  accordance  with  this  general  recommendation, 
the  house  of  rcprcscnlatives  passed  a  resolution  di- 
recting Ihe  secretary  of  the  treasury  (Mr.  Hamilton) 
lo  report  to  them  upon  Ihe  subject  of  maiiul'aclures, 
and  particularly  as  lo  the  means  of  promoting  such 
as  would- tend  lo  render  Ihe  United  Slates  indepen- 
dent of  foreign  nations  fur  military  and  other  essen- 
tial supplies;  and  his  report  wassubmilted  in  Decem- 
ber, 1791,  wlierein  he  said; 

"The   expediency  of  manufactures  in   the  United 
.Slates,  which  w  as  not  long  since  deemed  very  ques- 
tionable,   appears  at  this  lime  to  be  pretty  generally 
adiiiiUed."— p.  123. 
And  again  he  said: 

"A  question  has  been  made  concerning  the  consti- 
tutional right  of  the  govcrnracnl  ol  the  Uniied  States 
lo  apply  I:. is  species  of  encouragement,  [lo  nianu- 
faclures,]  but  Ihere  is  certainly  no  good  luundalioii 
for  such  a  question." — p.  130. 
And  again  he  said: 

"It  is  not  uncommon  lo  meet  wilh  an  opinion,  Ihal, 
lhou«h  Ihe  promoting  nf  manufaclures  may  be  Ihe 
inlerest  of  a  part  of  Ihe  Union,  il  is  contrary  lo  that 
of  another  part.  The  Norlhern  and  Southern  re- 
gions are  sometimes  represented  as  having  adverse 
itiferesls  in  Ihis  respect.  Those  arc  called  manufac- 
turing, these  agricultural  stales;  and  a  species  ol  op- 
position IS  imagined  to  subsist  between  the  manufac- 
turing and  agricultural  interests. 

"Ideas  of  a  coiilrariely  of  interest  between  Ihe 
Norlhern  and  Suulhern  regions  of  Ihe  Union  are,  in 
the  main,  as  unfounded  as  they  are  mischievous. — 
The  diversity  of  circunislances  on  which  such  coii- 
lrariely is  usually  predicated,  authorizes  a  directly 
Contrary  conclusioo.  Mutual  wants  consliiule  one 
of  tlie  strongest  links  of  polilical  coiuiexion;  and  the 
exlenl  of  these  beais  a  natural  prop.5rlion  lo  Ibc  di 
\ersily  in  Ihe  means  of  mutual  supply,  Suggestions 
of  an  oppo.'itc  coiiiplexion  ore  ever  to  bo  deplored, 
as  unfriendly  to  tlio  ;tcsd>  pursuit  of  one  erRat  com- 
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mon  raij«e,  and  lo  the  perfect  harmony  nf  all  its 
parts." — p.  134.  (See  Stale  Papers,  Finances,  vol. 
1,  pages  12.3,  134,  and  136.) 

These  were  the  doctrines  of  Washington,  and  of 
Washington's  administration.  And  now  hear  Wash 
iiigton  again: 

Extract  of  a  speech  of  George  IVaslmigton,  President  of 
the  Uniletl  Stales,  to  Congress,  December  7,  1736. 
"The  suspension  of  foreign  commerce,  produced 
by  the  injustice  of  the  belligerent  powers,  (of  Eu- 
rope,) and  the  consequent  losses  and  sacrifices  of  our 
citizens,  are  subjects  of  just  concern.  The  siiualion 
into  which  we  have  thus  been  forced,  has  impelled 
us  to  apply  a  portion  of  our  industry  and  capital  to 
Internal  riianufactures  and  improvements.  The  ex- 
tent of  this  conversion  is  daily  increasing,  and  little 
doubt  remains  tliat  the  establishments  formeil  and 
forming,  will,  under  the  auspices  of  cheaper  mate- 
rials and  subsistence,  the  freedom  of  labor  from  laxa- 
tion  with  us,  and  of  protecting  duties  and  prohi- 
BiTioNs,  become  permanent." 

Hear  Madison: 
Extract  of  a  message  from  James  J\lndiso'n,  Prrsident  of 
the  United  States  to  Congress,  JVod.  5,  1811. 
"Although  other  subjects  will  press  more  imme- 
diately on  jour  deliberations,  a  portion  of  them  can- 
not but  be  well  bestowed  on  the  just  and  sound  po- 
licy of  securing  to  our  manufactures  the  success  they 
have  attained,  and  ate  still  attaining,  in  some  degree, 
under  the  impulse  of  causes  not  permanent. 

"Besides  the  reasonableness  of  saving  our  manu- 
factures from  sacrifices  which  a  change  of  circum- 
stances might  bring  on  them,  the  national  interest 
requires  that,  with  respect  lo  such  articles  at  least 
as  belong  to  our  defence  and  our  primary  wants,  we 
should  not  be  left  in  unnecessary  dependence  on  ex- 
ternal supplies." 

Extract  of  a  message  from  James  Madison.  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  Congress,  Dec.  5,  1815. 
''In  adjusting  the  (Jiilifs  on  imports  to  the  object  of 
revenue,  the  influence  of  the  tariff  on  manufactnrcs 
'  will  necessarily  present  itself  for  consideration. — 
However  wise  the  theory  may  bo  which  leaves  to 
the  sagacity  and  interest  of  individuals  the  applica- 
tion of  their  industry  and  resources,  there  are  in 
this,  as  in  other  cases,  exceptiuiis  to  the  general 
rule.  Besides  the  condition,  which  the  theory  itself 
implies,  of  a  reciprocal  adoption  by  other  nations, 
experience  teaches  that  so  many  circumstances  must 
concur  in  introducing  and  maturing  manufacturing 
establishmcnls,  especially  of  the  more  complicated 
kinds,  that  a  country  may  remain  long  without  them, 
although  sufficitiitly  advanced,  and  in  some  respects 
even  peculiarly  fitted,  for  carrying  them  on  with 
success.  Under  circumstances  giving  a  powerful 
impulse  lo  manufacturing  industry,  it  has  made 
us  a  progress,  and  exhibited  an  efficiency,  which 
justify  llie  belief  that,  with  a  prolcc(ioii  nut  more  than 
is  due  to  the  enterprising  citizens  whose  interests  are  noio 
at  stahe,  il  will  become,  at  an  early  day,  not  only 
safe  against  occasional  competitions  from  abreiad,  but 
a  source  of  domestic  wealth,  and  even  of  external 
commeiee.  In  selecting  the  branches  more  espe- 
cially entitled  to  the  public  patronage,  a  preference 
is  obviously  claimed  by  such  as  will  relieve  the 
United  Slates  from  a  dependence  on  foreign  supplies, 
ever  subject  to  casual  failures,  fur  articles  necessary 
for  the  public  defence,  or  connected  with  the  primary 
wants  of  individuals.  It  will  be  an  addiliynal  re- 
coinmciida!ion  of  paiticular  manufactures,  where 
the  material.;  of  them  are  extensively  drawn  from 
our  agriculture,  and  consequently  impart  and  ensure 
lo  lh:U  great  fund  of  national  prosperity  and  indo- 
pcihlence  an  encouragement  which  cannot  fail  to  be 


tures.  Salisfied,  however,  I  likewise  am,  that  the  (  mention,  inasmuch  as  it  pr 'mises  the  means  nf  ex- 
in'.erest  of  every  part  of  our  Union,  even  of  those  j  tinguishing  the  public  debt  sooner  than  wa?  anlici- 
most  benefitted  by  manufactures,  requires  that  this  j  pated,  and  furnishes  a  strong  illustration  of  the  prac- 
subject  should  be  touched  with  the  greatest  caution,  j  tical  effects  of  the  present  tariff  upon  our  commercial 
and  a  c?'i(!cti/  knowledge  of  th'^  effect  to  be  produced  by  i  interests. 

the  slightest  change.  On  full  consideration  of  the  "The  object  of  the  larifi"  is  objected  to  by  some  as 
subject,  in  all  its  relations,  I  am  persuaded  that  a  1  unconstitutional;  and  it  is  considered  by  almost  all 
further  augmentation  may  now  be  made  of  the  duties    as  defective  in  many  of  its  parls 


rdcd.' 

Hear  Monroe: 
Extract  of  a  message  from  James  Monroe,  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  Congress,  Dec.  7,  181U 

"It  is  deemed  of  great  importance  to  give  encourage- 
iiient  to  our  domestic  manufactures,  lii  what  manner 
the  evils  which  h.ive  been  adverted  to  may  be  rciiie- 
diud,  and  how  far  il  may  be  practicable  in  other  re- 
ppecls  lo  afl'urd  to  ihem  further  cncouiagBciient,  pay- 
ing due  regard  lo  the  other  great  interests  of  llic 
liatiuii,  is  bubiiiillcd  to  the  wisdu;n  of  congress." 
Extract  of  a  vustage  from  James  Monroe,  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  Congress,  Dec.  3,  IM.'W. 

"From  the  best  information  that  1  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  it  appears  (hat  our  manufactures,  though 
dipressed  immediately  after  the  peace,  have  conoid- 
ciubly  incriase.l,  and  arc  still  increasing,  iimlcr  the 
(■neouiigciiicnt  given  them  by  Ihe  tariff  of  1816,  and 
by  subsequeul  l.iws.  Salished  I  am,  whatever  may 
bo  Ihe  abstract  doctrine  in  lavorof  unrestricted  com 
merce,  provided  all  nations  would  concur  in  it,  and 
it  was  not  liable  lobe  interrupted  by  war,  which  has 
never  occurred,  and  caniiul  bo  cxpcclcd,  that  there 
Bra  other  sirong  ruosons  applicable  to  our  situation 
and  iclaliuiis  with  other  countries,  which  impose  on 
ua  Iho  obligation  to  cherish  mul  sustain  ovr  manvfat- 


on  certain    foreign  articles,    '*  favor  of  our  own,  and 
without  afl'ecting  injuriously  any  other  interest." 

Extract  of  a  message  jrom  James  Monroe,  President  of 
the  United  Slates;  to  Congress,  Dec.  2,  1823. 
"Having  communicated  my  views  to  congress,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  last  session,  respecting  the 
encouragement  which  ought  to  be  given  to  our  manu- 
factures, and  the  principle  on  which  it  should  be 
founded,  1  have  ■'<'  to  add  tliat  those  views  lemain 
unchanged;  and  thai  the  present  state  of  those  coun- 
tries with  which  we  have  the  most  immediate  politi- 
cal relations  and  greatest  commercial  intercourse, 
tends  to  confirm  them.  Under  this  impression,  I  re- 
commend a  review  of  the  tariff,  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  such  additional  protection  to  those  articles 
which  we  are  prepared  lo  manufacture,  or  which  are 
more  immedialely_  connected  with  the  defence  and 
independence  of  the  country." 

Hear  .lackson: 

Extract  of  a  message  from  .Andrew  Jackson,  President  of 

tlie  United  States,  to  Congress,  Dec.  8,  1829. 

"No  very  considerable  change  has  occurred,  during 

the  recess  of  congress,  in  the  condition  of  either  our 

agriculture,  commerce,  or  manufactures. 

"To  regulate  its  conduct  so  .is  to  promote  equally 
the  prosperity  of  these  three  cardinal  interests,  is 
one  of  the  most  diflicult  tasks  of  governme.Tl;  and  il 
may  be  regretted  thai  the  complicated  restrictions 
which  now  embarrass  the  inlerccurse  of  nations  could 
not,  by  common  consent,  be  abolished,  and  commerce 
allowed  to  flow  io  those  channels  lo  which  individual 
enterprise— always  its  surest  guide — might  direct  it. 
Bill  we  must  ever  expect  selfish  legislalien  in  other 
nations,  and  are,  therefore  compelled  to  adapt  our 
own  to  their  regulations,  in  Ihe  manner  best  calcula- 
ted to  avoid  serious  injury,  and  to  harmonize  the  con- 
flicting iuleresls  of  our  agriculture,  our  commerce, 
and  our  manufactures.  Under  these  impressiims,  I 
invite  your  attention  lo  the  existing  tariff,  believing 
that  some  of  its  provisions  require  modification. 

"The  general  rule  to  be  applied  in  graduating  the 
duties  upon  articles  of  foreign  growth  or  manufac- 
ture is  that  which  will  place  our  own  in  fair  compe- 
tition with  those  of  other  countries;  ami  (Ac  iiK/iice- 
mcnts  to  advance  even  a  step  beyond  this  point  are  conti  ol- 
in  regard  to  those  articles  which  are  of  primary  ne- 
ty  in  time  of  war.  When  we  reflect  upon  the  dif- 
ficulty and  delicacy  of  this  operation,  it  is  important 
that  It  should  never  be  attempted  but  with  the  utmost 
caution.  Frequent  legislation  in  regard  lo  any  branch  of 
industry,  affecting  its  value,  and  by  which  Us  capital  may 
be  transjerrcd  lo  new  channels,  must  always  be  productive 
of  hazardous  speculation  and  loss. 

"In  deliberating,  therefore,  on  these  interesting 
subjeits,  local  feelings  and  prejudices  should  be 
merged  in  the  patriotic  delerminaiion  to  promote  the 
great  interests  of  the  whole.  All  attempts  to  conned 
ihem  Willi  the  parly  conflicts  of  the  day  are  neces- 
sarily injurious,  and  should  be  discountenanced.  Our 
action  upon  them  should  be  under  the  control  ol 
higher  and  purer  motives.  Legislation  subjected  to 
such  influences  can  never  be  just,  and  wili  not  long 
retain  the  sanction  of  a  people  whose  active  pairiot- 
ism  is  not  bounded  by  sectional  limits,  nor  msensa 
ble  to  that  spirit  of  concession  and  ferbearance  which 
gave  life  lo  cur  political  compact,  and  still  sustains 
It.  Dijcarding  all  calculations  of  political  ascenden- 
cy, the  North,  the  South,  the  East,  and  the  West 
should  unite  in  diminishing  any  burden  of  which 
either  may  justly  complain. 

"The  agiicullural  interest  of  our  country  is  so  es- 
sentially connected  with  every  other,  and  so  supe- 
rior in  importance  to  them  all,  that  il  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  invite  lo  it  your  particular  attention  /( 
is  principally  as  manuficlures  and  commerce  lend  to  in- 
crease the  value  of  agricultural  productions,  and  to  ex- 
tend llinr  apjdicalivn  lo  the  wants  and  comforts  of  society, 
that  they  descme  Ihe  fostering  care  of  government. 

"Luuking  foi  waid  to  the  period,  not  far  distant, 
when  a  siirking  luiid  will  no  longer  he  required,  the 
duties  on  those  aiticies  of  imporlation  tc/iic/i  cannoi 
come  til  compeliii^n  with  our  oieii  production,  are  the 
first  iKat  should  engage  ihc  altenlion  of  congress  in  Ihe 
modificulion  of  Ihe  tariff.  Of  these,  lea  and  ciffee  are  the 
must  prominent:  Ihej  eiilcr  largely  into  the  conaump- 
lioii  of  the  country,  and  liavo  become  articles  of  ne- 
cessity to  all  cla.sbcs." 


"The  power  to  impose  duties  on  imports  orieinally 
belonged  to  the  several  states.  The  right  lo^adj^ust 
those  duties,  with  a  view  to  the  encouragement  of  the 
domestic  branches  of  industry,  is  so  completely  inciden- 
tal to  that  power  that  it  is  difScult  lusuppose  the  ex- 
istence of  the  one  without  the  other.  The  slates 
have  delegated  their  whole  authority  over  imports  lo 
the  general  government,  without  iimitation  or  re- 
striction, saving  the  very  inconsiderable  reservation 
relating  to  Iheir  inspection  laws.  This  authority 
having  ihus  entirely  passed  from  the  Stales,  the  right 
to  exercise  i:  for  the  purpose  of  protection  does  not 
exist  in  them,  and,  consequently,  if  it  be  not  possess- 
ed by  the  general  government,  il  must  be  extinct. — 
Our  political  system  would  thus  present  the  anomaly 
of  a  people  stripped  of  Ihe  right  to  footer  their  own 
industry,  and  lo  counteract  the  most  selfish  and  de- 
structive policy  which  might  be  adopted  by  foreign 
nations.  This  surely  cannot  be  the  case.  This  indis- 
pensable power,  thu'  surrendered  by  the  states,  must 
be  within  the  scope  of  the  authorily  on  the  subject 
expressly  delegated  to  congress. 

"In  this  conclusion  I  am  confirmed  as  well  by  the 
opinions  of  Presidents  Washington,  Jeflerson,  Madi- 
son, and  Monroe,  who  have  each  repeatedly  recom- 
mended Ihe  exercise  of  this  right  under  the  conslitu- 
tioi;,  as  by  the  uniform  practice  of  congress,  the  con- 
tinued acquiescence  of  the  states,  and  the  general 
understanding  of  the  people. 

"That  our  deliberations  on  this  interesting  subject 
should  be  imiii/Iiieiicei/  by  these  parlizan  conflicts  that 
are  incident  to  free  institutions,  is  the  fervent  wish  of  my 
heart.  To  make  this  great  question,  which  unhappily 
so  much  divides  and  excites  the  public  mind,  subser- 
vient to  the  short-sighted  views  of  faction,  must  de- 
stroy all  hope  of  seltling  it  satisfactorily  to  the  great  ~ 
body  of  the  people  and  for  the  general  interest;  I 
cannot,  therefore,  in  taking  leave  of  the  subject,  too 
earnestly,  for  my  T)v\n  feelings  or  the  common  good, 
warn  you  against  the  blighting  consequences  of  such 
a  course." 

Extract  of  a  message  from  Jlndrtw  Jackson,  President 
of  the  United  Stales,  lo  Congress,  Dec.  6,  1831. 
"The  confidence  with  v,ihich  the  extinguishment 
of  the  public  debt  may  be  anticipated  prei.ents  an  op- 
portunity for  carrying  into  effect  more  fully  the  policy 
in  relation  to  import  duties  which  has  been  recom- 
mended in  my  former  messages.  A  modification  of 
the  tariff  which  shall  produce  a  reduction  of  our 
revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  government,  and  an  ad- 
justment of  the  duties  on  imports  with  a  view  to 
equal  justice  in  relation  to  all  our  national  interests, 
and  to  the  counteraclion  of  foreign  policy,  so  far  as 
it  may  be  injurious  to  those  interests,  is  deemed  to 
be  one  of  Ihe  principal  objecls  which  demand  the 
consideralion  of  the  present  congress.  In  the  exer- 
cise of  Ihal  spirit  of  concession  and  conciliation 
which  has  distinguished  the  friends  of  our  Union  in 
all  great  emergencies,  it  is  believed  that  this  object 
may  be  effected  without  injury  lo  any  national  inler- 


JS.r;r(ic(  of  a  message  from  .'hidreio  Jackson,  President  of 

Ihc  United  States,  lo  Congress,  Dec.  7,  1830. 

"Among  the  numerous  causes  of  congratulation, 


the  condition  of  our  impost  revenue  dcser>e3  speci»l ;  Stales 


Now,  the  experimental  tariff,  as  I  interpret  il,  fun- 
damentally violated  this  doctrine.  It  discriminated, 
but  it  did  so  against  our  domestic  labor,  and  in  that 
way  and  to  that  extent  it  made  war  upon  the  vital 
interests  of  the  North.  And  pray,  what  inducements 
were  ottered  lo  North  Carolina  by  this  experiment, 
that  her  senators  should  help  to  carry  on  the  unna- 
tural conflict.^  What  but  Ihe  naked  desire  for  an  ap- 
parent  party  unity  where  there  was  really  no  party 
concord.  For  North  Carolina  had  no  local  or  slate 
interest  which  will  be  served  or  elevated  by  il. — 
None,  whatever. 

The  limits  of  this  address  will  not  allow  of  illus- 
trations b)  a  tedious  detail  of  enumerated  articles: 
1  reserve  thein  for  a  more  suitable  occasion,  only  re- 
marking fur  the  present  that  if  any  should  be  disin- 
genuous enough  to  deny  this  characteristic  of  the  now 
tariff,  no  one  who  regards  his  repulalion  will  venture 
lo  contradict  the  l^ct  that  this  experimental  tariff 
does  not  discriminate  \n  favor  of  American  manufac- 
tures; and  not  to  disctiminale  in  their  favor  modera- 
tely and  reasonably,  by  a  "live  and  let  live"  law  of 
love  amongst  brethren  of  a  common  country,  is  the 
same  thing  in  principle  though  not  in  degree  as  lo 
discriminate  against  Ihem.  Verily  it  appeared  lo  me 
that  its  passage  would  be  substituting  ihe  theories  of 
yesterday,  learned  in  the  law  office,  for  the  experi- 
ence of  fifty  years  of  our  own  government  and  the 
praelice  of  all  civilized  nations,  for  the  sake  of  per- 
petrating an  experiuicnt  upon  Ihe  people  of  the  U. 
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Fifth.  The  last  objection  1  sliall  trouble  you  with 
you  with  IS  the  new  principle  that  all  '-all  duties 
are  to  be  laid  ad  valorem."  It  is  not  the  least  re- 
markable circuniatance  connected  with  the  passage 
of  the  act  that  this  new  ad  valorem  article  in  the  de- 
mocratic creed  was  supported  by  the  sanction  of  no 
distinguished  name  but  Henry  Clay's;  but  Mr.  Clay's 
friends  say  that  even  he  has  been  misrepreienled,  to 
furnish  the  authority. 

Another  not  unimportant  circumstance  is,  that  the 
people  o(  my  stale  has  been  co  nmanded  to  dishonor 
me,  as  one  not  true  to  the  doeirine  of  a  party  tariff 
of  "ad  valorem  duties,"  and  llierefore  treacherous  to 
them,  when  I  put  it  la  your  conscience  that  there 
are  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  good  North 
Carolina  democrats,  who,  so  far  from  having  adopted 
it  in  their  political  creed,  did  never  so  much  as  hear 
of  it  until  long  since  my  election  to  the  senate!  Let 
each  one  answer  for  himself.  Did  you  ever  under- 
stand it  before.'  In  sincerity.  I  declaie  that  until  af- 
ter my  election  to  the  senate  I  did  not, and  1  presume 
you  did  not.  But  I  think  I  understand  it  now,  my 
countrymen,  and  1  venture  to  guess  that  the  more 
you  know  of  ii,  and  the  longer  it  shall  be  tried,  the 
less  you  will  like  it. 

But  let  me  tell  you  what  it  is.  It  is  to  lay  duties 
or  taxes  upon  t;oods  imported  from  foreign  countries, 
according  to  the  value  of  the  goods  at  the  market 
from  whence  they  come— the  taw  fixing  the  per  cent, 
and  the  coUcclor  of  il  ascertaining  the  foreign  value 
of  whatever  is  taxed,  viz.  the  sum  of  the  tax— for 
which  he  is  not  responsible  to  you,  but  to  the  treasury 
department.  .And  the  specific  duty  is  the  same  tax 
imposed  upon  the  same  arlicle— the /mo  itself,  how- 
ever,  distinguishing  the  values,  by  establishing  the 
particular  sum  of  taxation,  and  having  nothing  for 
the  collector  to  do  but  to  weigh  or  measure  the  (ffian- 
tity;  wherein,  if  he  be  guilty  of  fraud,  he  may  pro- 
bably be  convicted,  or  ifdisposed  to  oppress  the  mer- 
chant, he  can  be  prevented.  In  short,  where  the 
tax  is  specijjc,  the  collector  only  weighs  or  measures 
the  quantity;  but  where  it  h  act  valorem,  he  not  only 
measures  or  weighs  the  quantity,  but  likewise  de- 
termines, upon  his  own  judgment,  the  foreign  value 
of  the  things  imported.  The  uniform  rule,  as  ap- 
proved by  your  government,  has  been  heretofore  that 
ol  making  all  the  duties  specific  which  can  be  made 
so,  and  let  the  other  be  ad  valorem;  but  to  reduce 
the  list  of  ad  valorem  duties,  from  time  to  time  bv 
adding  to  the  list  of  specific.  The  experimental  tariff 
condemns  or  repudiates  this  policy  altogether  and 
prescribes  a  new  one,  of  having  alt  the  dutie's  ad 
•valorem,  and  none  of  them  specitic.  With  this  ex- 
planation, you  can  have  no  difficulty  in  comprehend- 
ing my  objections  to  the  new  principle  of  the  experi- 
mental tarill'. 

It  was  a  maxim  of  the  revolution,  that  "represen- 
tation and  taxation  should  go  together."  Now,  this 
is  a  great  principle  of  liberty,  never  to  be  desp'ised; 
and  the  abrogation  of  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  the 
interests  of  the  republic.  But  it  means  nothing,  un- 
less It  creates  the  duty  of  laying  taxes  by  the  law, 
and  not  by  the  officers  who  collect  it;  so  that  the  citi- 
zen who  reads  the  law  may,  as  far  as  practicable, 
see  m  it  what  it  taxes  him:  officers,  too,  whom  the 
people  have  no  ag-ncy  in  appointing,  and  cannot 
remove— officers  who,  m  assessing  values,  exercise 
their  own  discretion,  and  whose  individual  judgment, 
in  this  country,  as  to  the  maiket  value  of  property  in 
all  foreign  lands,  cannot  he  successfully  impeached, 
because  the  witnesses  to  do  it  live  abroad,  and  can- 
not be  got  here;  and  if  they  could,  it  would  still  be 
almost  impossible  to  convict  the  officer  of  iiUentional 
falsehood.  It  must  be  proved  that  he  was  wrong, 
and  knew  it  loo.  Is  not  this  new  doctrine,  then,  more 
than  a  slight  departure  from  this  niaxim  of  the  re- 
public' Shall  It  be  approved  upon  the  notion  that 
this  great  principle  of  a  represent  ilive  democracy 
has  become  impracticable?  Shall  we  sanction  the 
pretence  that  the  people's  representativts  will  cheat 
them  ill  adopting  the  specific  duties,  anda-sumeat  the 
same  time  that  custom  house  oiBcers  will  be  more 
scrupulous  and  more  just  to  you  in  fixing  the  values 
under  s  system  of  ad  valorem  duties?  Ought  such  a 
departure  from  a  great  and  lundamenlal  doctrine  of 
representative  government  be  tolerated,  much  less 
engrailed  perraaneully  into  the  laws  of  a  free  people, 
without  unavoidable  necessity,  and  sanctified  as  a 
pari  of  our  domestic  faith,  without  notice  to  the  peo- 
ple? A  step  or  two  further,  and  we  shall  be  carried 
to  a  point  w  here  congress  can  do  nothing  but  declare 
the  aggregate  revenues  which  may  be  levied  for  the 
goveruinent,  and  leave  the  treasury  department  to 
collect  them  as  may  seem  best  to  its  officers,  and  ac- 
cording to  its  rules. 

I  come  now  ,0  show  that  what  the  experimental 
tariSniakes  Ihe  rule  of  taxation  the  fathers  of  the  re- 
public made  the  exctplian.  What  they  declared  was 
a  fruitful  mother  ol  frauds,  it  has  adopted  as  the 
only  parent  of  our  revenues! 


In  1795,  when  Washitiglon  v\'as  president,  Alexan- 
der Hamilton,  his  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  a  re- 
port to  the  House  of  Representatives,  used  Iha  fol- 
lowing words,  viz: 

"According  lo  the  present  laws  imposing  duties  on 
articles  imported  into  the  United  States,  not  much 
short  of  one  thicd  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  duties 
is  derived  from  articles  rated  ad  valorem. 

"In  other  nations,  where  this  branch  of  revenue, 
as  with  ns,  is  of  principal  or  very  considerable  con- 
sequence, and  where  no  peculiarity  of  situation  has 
tended  to  keep  the  rales  of  duty  low.  experience  has 
led  to  contract  more  and  more  the  number  of  articles 
rated  ad  valorem,  and  of  course  to  extend  the  number 
of  those  rated  specifionlly— -that  is,  according  to 
weight,  measure,  or  other  rules  of  quantity. 

"The  reason  of  this  is  obvious:  it  is  to  guard 
against  evasions,  which  infallibly  happen  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree  when  duties  are  high.  It  is  impossi- 
ble for  the  merchants  of  any  country  to  have  mani 
fested  more  probity  than  those  of  the  United  Slates 
on  this  subject;  and  it  is  firmly  believed  that  there 
never  was  one  in  which  illicit  purchases  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  the  revenue  have  obtained  so  little  as 
hitherto  in  this.  Yet  would  it  he  a  delusive  expec- 
tation that,  with  duties  so  considerable  as  those 
which  now  exist,  a  disposition  will  not  be  experi- 
enced in  some  individuals,  who  carry  on  our  import 
trade,  to  evade  the  payment  of  them,  and  this  lo  an 
extent  sufficient  to  make  it  prudent  to  guard  with 
circumspection,  and  by  every  reasonable  precaution, 
against  the  success  of  such  attempts.  It  is  needless 
to  repeat  that  this  will  contribute  as  much  to  the 
interest  of  Ihe  fair  trader  as  to  that  of  the  revenue 

"Il  is  believed  that  in  our  system  the  method  of 
rating  ad  valorem  could  with  convenience  be  brought 
within  a  much  natroivcr  compass,  and  it  is  evident 
that  to  do  so  will  contribute  materially  to  the  security 
of  the  revenue." — (See  American  Stale  Papers,  Fi 
nance,  vol.  i,  page  348  ) 

In  1801,  under  Jefferson's  administration,  Albert 
Gallatin,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  a  report  to  the 
senate, said: 

"In  order  to  guard  as  far  as  possible,  against  the 
value  of  goods  being  underrated  in  the  invoices,  it 
would  be  eligible  to  lay  specific  duties  on  all  such 
articles  now  paying  duties  ad  valorem  as  may  be 
susceptible  of  that  alteration. "—(See  American  State 
Papers,  Finance,  vol.  1,  p.  702  ) 

In  1816,  under  Madison's  administration,  A.  J. 
Dallas,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  a  report  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  in  answer  lo  a 
resolution  of  Ihe  preceding  session,  after  a  thorough 
examination,  said: 

"That  articles  imported  to  a  great  amount  sho-jld 
rather  be  charged  with  specific  duties  upon  Iheir 
weight  and  measure,  in  order  lo  guard  against  eva- 
sions and /raiids,  than  with  ad  valorem  duties  on  their 
value." — (See  American  State  Papers,  Finance,  vol. 
3,  p.  91.) 

In  1818,  under  Monroe's  Administration,  Wm,  H. 
Crawford,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  1817,  directing  him  to  report  such 
measures  as  might  be.  necessary  for  the  more  eilec 
tual  execution  of  the  revenue  laws,  said: 

"In  order  to  provide  an  adequate  remedy,  against 
the  frauds  and  evasions  which  already  e.\ist,  and  to 
prevent  their  further  increase,  it  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted," &c. 

And  then,  after  recommending  twenly-four  addi- 
tional laws,  he  adds: 

"Whatever  may  be  the  reliance  that  ought  to  be 
placed  in  the  elhcacy  of  the  foregoing  provisions,  it 
is  certainly  prudent  to  i/imiiiis/i.as  far  as  practicable, 

the  Hit    of  articles  paying  o(i  vulorem  duties" (Se 

Americaa  State  Papers,  vol.  3,  p.  236.)' 

These  opinions,  of  ihe  great  and  eminent  men  of 
our  country,  were  never  controverted,  so  far  as  we 
know,  until  Ihe  present  time;  and  upon  what  princi- 
ple of  patriotism  or  of  democracy  was  I  expected  to 
refuse  to  them  the  homage  of  my  coi.fidence  and 
support?  What  should  have  induced  me  to  forego 
the  conclusions  of  my  own  judgment,  fortified  by 
such  authority  and  coafirmed  by  the  experience  of 
Ihe  government  for  a  half  century?  In  all  my  con- 
ferences vvith  senators,  no  belter  reason  was'given 
lo  me  for  it  than  that  the  bill  would  destroy  the  tariff 
of  1842;  but  the  remedy  was  as  bad,  if  not  worse, 
than  the  disejse,  and  the  operation  seemed  to  me 
almost  as  unwise  as  to  "cut  off  the  head  for  a  cure 
of  the  toothache." 

I  have  now  explained  to  you  the  origin  and  re- 
minded you  of  the  character  of  .McKay's  bill  of  1844. 
I  have  intimated  to  you  the  nature  of  those  party, 
not  to  say  those  moral,  obligations  which  were  con- 
tracted antecedent  to  Ihe  elections  of  1844;  and  I 
have  told  you  how  they  were  imposed  upon  me,  as 
one  of  your  Eenators,  in  my  best  attempts  to  sustain 


the  democratic  party  by  harmonizing  Ihe  country 
generally  upon  a  distracting  conflict  of  local  inte- 
rests. I  have  also  shown  you  how  the  tariff  bill 
proposed  at  this  session,  was  altogether  a  dilferant 
one,  and  every  way  objectionable  in  its  details  and 
in  its  principles,  and  in  ihe  lime  of  its  operation,  and, 
I  might  have  added,  in  the  manher  in  which  it  was 
urged  upon  the  Senate,  and  how  utterly  imposMble 
it  was  with  me,  on  account  of  all  these  things,  lo 
vole  for  the  bill  without  amendment,  even  along 
with  other  Democratic  Senators,  with  our  mouths 
gagged,  our  judgments  unconvinced,  and  our  dclihe- 
rations  forestalled  upon  a  quesUon  which  I  always 
thought  to  be  a  national  one,  above  the  dominion  of 
any  polilioa!  parly  whatever. 

I  now  proceed  to  lay  before  5  oil  an  unadorned 
narrative  of  my  party  conferences  in  connexion  with 
this  subject,  and  leave  it  for  you  lo  characterize  as 
it  deserves  the  injustice  that  has  been  done  to  me 
by  all  those  who  have  brought  into  question  my 
faithfulness  to  the  Democratic  parly.  Where  my  de- 
famers  have  been  prompted  by  malice,  they  arc  en- 
titled to  my  compassion;  where  lliey  have  been  led 
by  the  spirit  of  envy,  they  are  more  worthy  of  their 
own;  where  they  have  been  stimulated  into  activity 
by  a  vain  conceit,  or  the  love  of  notoriety,  or  of  a 
petty  political  eclat,  they  are  deserving  of  my  con- 
tempt, and  richly  are  they  rewarded  with  it.  Hut  I 
owe  it  to  honest  men,  who  may  have  been  misled  by 
their  unfounded  accusations,  lo  disabuse  their  minds, 
so  far  as  I  can  do  it  without  a  betrayal  of  that  con- 
fidenci-  which,  amongst  gentlemen,  is  implied  in  pri- 
vate conversations,  no  mailer  what  may  be  their 
subject,  and  which  is  seldom  betrayed  without  mis- 
representation. If  necessary,  1  have  liberty  to  dj 
otherwise;  but  I  shall  avoid  all  unnecessary  repeti- 
tion of  the  declarations  of  others  to  me. 

When  the  tarlQ' bill  first  reached  the  senate  1  was 
in  Raleigh,  and  then  communicated  to  an  intimate 
political  friend  how  difficult  I  should  find  it  to  sup- 
port it  without  important  amendments,  expressing 
to  him  my  exceeding  anxiety  and  fears  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Imuiediatcly  afler  my  return  to  this  city,  llio 
first  day  of  the  debate  in  Ihe  senale,  I  told  several 
of  the  senators,  (Democrats),  with  whom  I  was  most 
intimate  the  same  ihing,  and  upon  a  conference  sug- 
gested to  two  of  them  that  I  might  have  to  resort  lo 
a  resignation;  but  they  did  not  agree  with  me,  and  I 
consented  lo  thi.ik  further  of  that.  It  had  been  voted 
by  the  party  lo  have  no  reference,  and  agreed  to 
have  no  amendment  to  the  bill.  Next  day  I  held  a 
long  and  confidential  conversation  willi  the  Pkksi- 
UENT  OF  THE  United  States  himscif  Upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  informed  him  of  my  determination  not  to 
vote  for  the  bill,  but  left  il  to  his  discretion  whether 
to  keep  that  purpose  secret  or  not.  In  thai  interview, 
such  was  my  anxiety  to  reconcile  my  duly  with  the 
wishes  of  others,  that  1  consented  to  waive  my  opposi- 
tion and  vole  lor  t.he  bill,  however  reluctantly,  pro- 
vided il  was  amended   so  that  Ihe  neiv  tariff  would 

not  go  into  operation  before  the  4lh  March,  1847 

The  bill  then  would  hsve  operated  as  a  repeal  of  the 
larifi  act  of  1842,  and  so  far  1  was  willing  lo  support 
It.  But  I  desired  its  operation  to  be  postponed  lo 
some  period  which  would  be  less  oppressive  to  ex- 
isting manufactures,  and  which  might  allow  con- 
giess  lime  lo  correct  its  errors,  and,  after  full  de- 
liberation, to  amend  it  before  the  existing  system 
had  been  destroyed;  for  deliberation  had  been  re- 
fused, and  amendments  excluded,  although  the  one 
was  due  to  the  subject,  and  the  others  were  admitted 
to  be  necessary.  By  that  time,  too,  I  hoped  wo  mignt 
have  peace  with  .Mexico;  and,  indeed,  I  entertained 
no  doubt  that  Congress  would  see  the  necessity  for 
modifyi.ig  the  act  at  the  next  session.  1  knew  well 
that  the  Senate  was  about  passing  Ihe  bill,  contrary 
to  the  judgment  of  a  majority,  under  the  duress  of  a 
party  drill;  yet,  unwise  as  that  was,  my  feelings 
weie  averse  to  going  against  the  course  of  my  parly 
in  that  body.  These  reasons  1  a^signeil  to  the  phe- 
siDENT,  whose  name  is  not  used  toilhout  his  express 
licence.  Upon  my  return  lo  the  senate  chamber,  as 
1  had  promised  lo  do,  1  told  several  senators  who 
were  regarded  as  leaders  upon  this  question,  that  I 
could  not  vote  for  the  bill  unless  il  should  be  amend- 
ed as  above;  but,  if  it  were  so  amended,  I  would  give 
it  my  vole.  And  1  again  promised  to  keep  my  ob- 
jections and  purposes  a  secret  from  the  other  side, 
until  my  own  party  had  been  consulted,  and  until  I 
slioidd  be  obliged  to  act.  The  secret  was  kept  sacred- 
ly upon  my  part,  and  no  Whig  se.iator  knew  of  my 
opposition  lo  the  bill.  With  that  view  it  was  that, 
down  to  Ihe  day  before  I  resigned,  I  had  no  con- 
ference with  persons  in  Washington,  and  out  of  the 
Senate,  upon  this  subject,  except  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  himself  and  one  of  his  Caijinelj 
unless  It  may  be  thai,  in  general  terms,  1  hinted  to  one 
ol  nij  colleagues  in  the  house  Ihat  1  was  emb.urass- 
cd;  but  he  asked  no  interview,  and  1  sought  none. — 
On  the  day  before  I  resigned  1  went  inlo  the  country 
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wilha  private  gentleman  and  P",'""«'  f""^' ^^ 
dilt  n-uishfd  Democrat),  to  consult  w.lh  him  upon 
?he  ioRle  point  of  my  resigning,  or  of  ■"»V"%Tv',th" 
ln,x  to'lhrb.ll.  I  haJ  rrequent  -";-';>  '■-;''^'^^. 
'^■nainrx  and  during  Wednesday  aad  Tliurs<l.i).  "^ 
r^lhe  ;o,"e  was  ta'ken  in  .he  Senate,  I  held  three 
confidential  conferences  with  the  president,  b>  his 
ren  est  to  whom  my  determination  to  vote  against 
the  bill' was  always  known.  It  is  unnecessary  for 
n,e  to  alhule  to  our  intimate  personal  and  politica 
reUlions,  or  to  state  the  particular  conversations 
ttiat  occurred,  if  it  were  possible  to  repca  such 
coiiveisalions  with  perfect  accuracy  feuliice  i 
to  say,  that  he  had  notice  of  my  dimeullies,  and 
knew  all  about  my  determination,  except  my  inle.i- 
lion  to  resign.  I  was  not  willing  to  tell  him  of  my 
ntei  t?on  o^esign,  when  there  could  have  been  no 
n"ot  ve  L  It  but'tJ  constrain  his  magnanimi.y  into  a 
rc-istance  of  my  self  sacrifice  to  his  Administration. 
He  saw  that  my  mind  was  made  up,  and  he  respect- 
ed my  scruples,  though  he  was  not  indifferent  to 
their  supposed  political  consequences  to  me,  or  to 
his  Administration.     I  will  not  say  more. 

I  had  been  positively  informed,  before  my  last  in- 
terviews with  the  president,  that  the  Democratic  be- 
nalors  could    not  unite  or  would    not  agree  upon  the 
amend  nent  which  1   had  suggested,  and  the   reason 
assi-ned  to  me  was  that  it  would  jeopard  the  bill  in 
iheSther  House  to  alter  iti  that  the  House  would  re 
ject  it  If  went  back.     I  replied   to  this  tha    it  was  a 
mistaken  calculation;  and,  if  not,  then  the  bill  ought 
not  to  pass  with   the  pe"J)'e's  reprcseiUalivcsagnuutU. 
The  seq.iel  proved  ihatl  was  right,  for  it  had  to  be 
returned  to  ihem  in  consequence  of  another  amend- 
ment, and  yet  it  passed,  as  it  had  done  before.      The 
Democratic  Senators  must  have  regarded  any  effort 
of   mine    to    amend  the   bill,  conlranj  lo  Ihcirunslies, 
and  after  all  that  had  passed,  as  a  sinhtty  attack  upon 
their  bill;  and  perhaps  they  would  have  been  justified 
in  that-  and    therefore,  1  finally  resolved  not  to  move 
an  amendment  myself.     As  honor  and  good  faith  to 
th»  uarty  required  of  me  not  to  attempt  amending  the 
bill  pgai  St  their  will,  1  determined  to  let  my  oppo- 
sition be    in  all  respects,  dhecet  and  iihove  siis;iicion; 
sol    was   exceedingly    careful  not   to  do   anything 
which  might  expose  me  to  censure  or  interfere  with 
any  confidential  party  relations  with  Democratic  Se- 
nators, and  therefore  resolved  not  to  be  put  in  array 
against  them  all  unlil  I  was  forced  to  the  wa    ,  when 
(as  1  told  them),  1  would  be  compelled  to  follow  the 
dictates  of  my  conscience,  party    or  no  party,  and 
leave  the  consequences    to   God."      There  is  no  be- 
nalor,  1  am  sure,  who  ever  doubted  my  scruples  or, 
if  he  did,   he  had  self  respect  enough  lo  conceal  his 
suspicion.     On  the  contrary,  the  leading  men  of  that 
body,  on    the    Democratic  side,  wiihout   exception, 
as    well  as  the   president  of   the   United  biates,  ex- 
nressed  themselves  to  me,  upon  occasions,  anxiously 
Eutmos    confidently- all  of  them  concurring  in  the 
wi  h  that  1  could  vote  for  the  b"  •  "^"«  fl'lc^l 
perfect  sincerity.     They  say  and  knew  >'«  '=""li":l  } 
Lj  to  endure  betwixt  feeling  and  duly,  but  which  1 
am  not  able  to  describe  to  you.   Tiiere  was  never  an 
hour  when  1  could  not  have  altered  my  course  with- 
out any  abatement  of  their  respecter  any  sacrifice  to 
niy  own  pride  of  opinion,  if  1   could  have  reconciled 
it  to  my  sence  of  duly  and  my  conscience,  under  any 
cii  cun^ltanccs,  lo  vofe  for  the  bill  as  U  was      Yet  my 
convictions  were  too  strong  for  lhai-1  could  not 
vo  it;  and  nothing  remained   for  me  bullo  continue 
in  n,v  place  and  vole  against  my  party  friends  or  to 
re*.,   ny  seat  at  a  period  when  no  other  question  was 
iUely  to    be  allected  by  it.     1    owe  .1  lo   myself   to 
state  thai  all  ihose  who  knew  bef^oiehaiid  of  my  in- 
icntion  lo  resign,  with  one  voice  dissuaded  me  from 
it    for  reasons  mdicalive  of  their  confidence  and  at- 
ta'chmenl,  personal  and  political;  and  after  my  resig- 
nalmn  had  been  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  vice  pie- 
fcident,  a  number  of  them,  without  iny  l'™»  f  1^^;  ''  ■ 
terposed  to  have  its  presentation  delayed  until  1  could 
be  solicited  to  recall  it.     But   my  own  yinwH  never 
varied  upon  that  point,   although   my  deterntmalion 
occasionally  vacillated  anterior  to  .he  2,.lh  o     July 
out  of  deference  to  others,  and   and  Immns   don'  all 
fur  Uu  varlM  tliat  an  Itoncst  man  could  do,  1  chose  lo  re- 
.„>„.     And   now  afler  a  calm  review  of  all  the  cir 
cSmsiances,  1  do  not  hesitale  to  declare  that  1  should 
do  precisely  the  same  thing  were  il  to  be  done  over 
again,  and  these  are  my  reasons: 

DcMLOcratie  Senators,  numbering  tweniy-scven, 
had  agreed  lo  vote  for  the  experimenlal  larill  bill; 
and  so  had  Mr.  Jarnagin,  a  Whig  Senator  Irom  I  en- 
licssee.  1  knew  that  Mr.  Jarnagin  expeclcd  to  vole 
for  It,  for  ho  not  only  had  told  mo  hinifelf  but  1  also 
had  reliable  infonnalion  of  the  fact  that  he  had  given 
assurances  of  his  fixed  deterininalion  lo  do  so  which 
It  was  hardly  p.issilile  for  hiin  or  any  man  to  violate; 
and  1  had  knowledge  more  than  a  week  beloie  1 
resigned  that  in  case  ot  a  lie  the  Vice  I'hesiuenT 
meant  to  Yoto  ill  favur  of  ii.    Tlic  result  has  proved 


(that  I  was  not  mistaken  in  my  facts.  Froni  these 
'  facts  it  may  be  seen  that,  with  my  vote  or  without  it 
Ihe  bill  was  destined  to  pass  the  Senate.  11  1  had 
kcpl  my  seat,  and  voted  for  the  bill  it  would  have 
passed  by  a  vote  of  twenty-nine;  if  had  kept  my 
seal  and  voted  against  it,  the  bill  would  have  passed 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice  Presidenl! 

But  why  resign,  as  my  vote  agauist  the  bill  would 
not  have  counted  in  the  resull?     It  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  I   should    vote   against   my  parly  friends 
wiihout  defending  my  vote.    A  speech  in  ihe  Senate 
lattliatlime  would  have  created  great  excitement, 
and  no  doubt  the  same  persons  who  now  camplain 
of  my  resigning  would  have  denounced  me  for  hold- 
ing on  to  my  ollice  merely  for  the  sake  of  making 
war  upon  my  party.     My  friends  in  Ihe  Senate,  who 
had  resolved  not  to  speak,  might  have  had  reason  to 
accuse  me  of  selfishness,  and  probably  some  of  my  ^ 
reasons,  uttered  in  the  warmth  of  a  public  speech, 
might  have  appeared  as  much  like  arraisning  others 
as  defending  myself.     In  short,  I  deprecated  the  pos- 
sibilily  of  an  open   rupture   with  those  I   loved,  but 
wilh  whom  I   dared   not  act,  and  was  ever  ready  to 
sacrifice  much  more  Ihaii  a  place  in  the  Senate  to 
avoid  it,  unless  my  duty  to  the  country  had  demand- 
ed that  risk  at  my  hands.     "Country  before  parly, 
but  parly  before  self,"  has  always  been  my  principle 
of  action.     If  my   self-sacrifice  did   not   secure  the 
peace  it  was  intended  lo  propitiate  out  of  the  Senate, 
1  am  abundantly  rewarded  by  its  effects  in  the  Se- 
nate.    My  firm  intention  was  quietly  to  resign,  and 
not  to  attack  a  measure  of  the  administration  after 
It  had  been  passed  by  my  party  friends,  even  for  my 
own  vindication.  And  that  determination  would  have 
b-en  kept  if  the  folly  or  wickedness  of  others  had 
noljjipwri  this  explanation  from  me  in  self-defence. 
Bu.  I  kept  my  intentions  a  secret?     You  have  seen 
that,  to  the   extent  that  this  was  true,  it  was  an  act 
of  party  obedience  on    ray  part,  which  a   partisan  has 
no  right  to  condemn;  and  all    can   see    who  will  see 
that  It  was   neither   more   nor  less  than  an  unselfish 
acl  of  duty  upon    the    facts   already  staled.     If  any 
one  had  been  inclined    to   question  the  policy  of  the 
concealment  beforehand,  the    result  proved  his  mis- 
take, since  it   did    no    harm    to  Ihe  party  or  the  bi  I; 
and    if  il  had  turned  out   otherwise,  the  fault  woulo 
not  have  been  mine.     It  was  a  secret  of  the  parly  at 
my    hazard,    and,    instead    of  being   blamed    for  it,  1 
might  reasonably  put  in  a  claim  for  credit.      Having 
once    consented  not  to   disclose   my  hostility  to  the 
bill    it  became  a  point   of  personal    honor  with  me, 
and'a  prudent  man    who  has  that  to  keep   cannot  be 
loo  cautious    in   selecting  the  politicians  who  are  to 
ist  hiin. 


But  I  resigned  wiihout  a  right  to  do  so,  and  with- 
out the  leave  of  n.y  state?  Isthattrue?  Lelussee. 
Suppose  every  voler  in  Iho  democratic  parly  had 
commanded  me  lo  vole  for  the  bill,  and  yet  my  own 
iudgmcnt  had  prevailed,  as  it  did,  against  the  joint 
■influence  of  my  feelings,  my  individual  friendship, 
and  my  personal  ambition;  is  there  a  man  who  will 
deny  Ihat  1  still  had  a  perfect  right  to  resign  my  sta- 
tion and  save  my  conscience?  Did  any  one  ever  be- 
fore suppose  that  jifirly  had  llie  right  to  claim  domin- 
ion over  the  7«aii  who  served  Ihem,  as  well  as  the 
office  they  had  bestowed;  over  ^he  soii(  as  well  as  the 
station  of  Iheir-agenl?     Never,  never. 

But  in  my  case  ihere  is  no  room  for  new  theories. 
The  legislature  that  elected  me  passed  resolutions 
declaratory  of  their  doctrine.  They  were  passed  by 
the  parly  that  elected  me.  Whilst  Ihe  "voice  of  God 
in  the  soul  of  man"  demanded  my  opposition  to  Ihe 
experimental  tariff,  a  democralio  slate  legislature 
at  the  utmost  only  demanded  of  me  lo  do  otherwise 
'•or  resign;"  and  for  obeying  both  God  and  man,  as  1 
have,  are  you  called  upon  to  denounce  me  as  treach- 
erous. No  man  wilh  a  due  sense  of  honor  and  ac- 
countability could  put  himself  in  a  position  vyhere 
obedience  lo  Ihe  mandates  of  others  was  both  impe- 
rative and  unavoidable;  and  no  body  would  be  fit  lo 
serve  the  republic  who  could.  Upon  any  such  terms 
U  would  be  inf.imous  lo  serve  any  parly. 

But  the  North  Carolina  resolulions  of  Ihemselves 
conslilule  at  once  my  defence  and  a  refutation  of 
I'he  absurd  nolion  that  senators  who  eaunotobey 
have  no  right  to  resign  wiihout  being  criminal.  They 
are  here: 

"ficsoiulioiis  o/(/ic  general  assembly  of  Xorth  Carolina. 
•'Kisolved,  'Ihat  the  legislature  of  this  state  have 
a  right  to  instruct  the  senators  of  this  state  in  con- 
gress whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  legislature, 
they  misrepresent  the  wishes  of  the  slate,  or  the 
magnitude  of  Uie  occasion  shall  require  such  in- 
structions given,  OR  to  hesign  tiieiu  seats:  Pro- 
vidid,  The  mstruclions  to  be  given  and  obeyed  re- 
quire not  the  senator  to  commit  a  violation  of  the 
conslitulioii,  or  an  act  of  moral  lurpilude. 

••Itnuloed,  Thai  uliile  Noilh  Carolina,  in  Iheopin- 
luii  of  this  legislature,  will  never  object  to  any 
uniouiil  of  taxes   equally   apportioned  and  imposed, 


for  the  purpose'of  raising  revenue  to  support  the 
government,  economically  administered,  yet  this 
Slate  will  never  consent  to  the  imposition  of  taxes, 
the  design  and  operation  of  which  are  to  promote 
the  interests  of  particular  occupations  at  the  general 
expense. 

•■Resolved,  That  the  tariff  law  passed  by  the  pre- 
sent congress  [184-2]  is  based  on  protective  princi- 
ples, operating  as  a  bounty  to  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests, and  imposing  unjust,  unequal,  and  oppres- 
sive burdens  upon  other  branches  of  industry,  and 
particularly  those  peculiar  to  the  southern  slates; 
and  that,  such  being  the  effects  of  this  law,  it  is 
unwise  in  policy,  dangerous  lo  public  liberty,  and  a 
perversion  of  that  free  constitution  of  government 
which  was  framed  and  adopted  for  the  protection 
and  security  of  all,  and  which  will  be  best  sus- 
tained by  the  equal  operaliun  of  its  laws,  and  the 
just  dispensation  of  Us  .benefits  to  every  American 
citizen. 
'  "Resolved,  That  this  law  is  not  only  protective  in 
its  character  and  unequal  in  its  operation,  but  that 
it  violates  the  compromise  of  1833,  unjustly  depriv- 
ing the  south  of  the  benefits  ol  that  act,  precisely 
at  the  period- when  they  were  to  accrue  to  us,  and 
Inimedialely  after  we  had  palienlly  and  patriotically 
endured  all  its  burdens;  and,  therefore,  in  the  name 
of  honor,  justice,  and  good  faith,  the  legislature  of 
North  Carolina  do  protest  against  this  law,  and  insist 
that  it  should  be  modified  so  as  to  place  it  on  the 
basis  of  revenue  duties."         *         * 

"Resohed,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  and 
they  are  instructed,  and  our  representatives  re- 
quested, to  carry  into  effect  the  principles  set  forth 
in  the  foregoing  resolulions. 

"Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be  re- 
quired to  forward  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to 
each  of  our  senators  in  congress,  wilh  the  request 
that  they  lay  them  before  the  senate  of  the  United 
Stales. 

"Ratified  the  26lh  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1843. 
"CALVm  GRAVES,  S.  H.  C. 
"LOUIS  D.  WILSON,  S.  S." 
Are  you  instructionists'  Behold  here  is  a  com- 
plete exculpation  of  my  conduct.  The  legislature 
says  that  to  "resign"  is  not  only  the  ri.;ht,  but  the 
"duty"  of  a  senator  who  does  not  prefer  to  "obey" 
their  instructions.  It  is  not  to  "obey"  without  any 
other  alternative,  but  it  is  to  obey  "or  resign"— 
either  one  or  the  other— according  to  his  own  choice. 
So  he  does  one  "or"  the  other,  he  is  faithful.  Will 
the  honest  democracy  of  North  Carolina,  who  have 
been  forgetful  of  these  instructions,  perversely  ad- 
here to  an  error,  by  which  they  may  have  allowed 
themselves  to  prejudge  one  who  has  spent  the  best 
part  of  his  life,  and  worn  out  his  coiislilulion,  as  I 
have,  in  upholding  the  democratic  parly  in  North 
Carolina  against  political  foes  without  and  selfish 
demagogues  within  its  fold?  Will  that  be  honorable, 
or  just,  or  democratic?  I  leave  your  own  hearts  to 
answer. 

Are  you  non-instructionists?  Then  remember  that 
I  had  il  not  in  my  power  to  sacrifice  myself  to  the 
country,  for  mv  vole  could  not  have  prevented,  no 
more  than  it  could  have  secured,  the  passage  of  the 
tariff  acl.  With  or  without  my  vole  the  deed  would 
have  been  done.  Remember,  too,  that  these  reso- 
lutions were  passed  by  my  own  parly,  and  the  legis- 
lature who  elected  me,  and  my  acceptance  of  the 
office,  in  the  view  of  some  honorable  friends,  might 
have  ueen  held  lo  create  an  implied  pledge  that  I 
would  "resign"  provided  1  did  not  obey  their  instruc- 
tions, and  therefore,  that,  independent  of  any  politi- 
cal "duly  to  obey  or  resign,"  I  have  come  under  a 
personal  obligation  to  do  the  same  thing.  Hence, 
by  holding  on  my  seat  and  resisting,  there  might 
have  been  some  room  for  censure;  but  1  desire  to 
have  no  such  controversy,  and  as  my  resistance  would 
have  done  no  good  to  the  republic,  surely  all  will 
-greo  that  it  was  my  right  to  resign. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  these  resolutions  did  not 
positively  instruct  the  senators  from  North  droll  " 
to  vote  for  the  experimental  tariff  by  that  nam  . 
nor  by  any  other  precise  description  of  it.  It  is  moro 
than  probable  the  legislature  had  not  anticipated  the 
invention  of  such  a  tariff;  and  1  am  sure  1  had  not. 
But  they  did  instruct  the  senators  to  "carry  into 
effect  the  principles  declared  in  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions;" and  a  plausible  argument,  if  not  a  sound 
one,  mighl  be  made  in  favor  of  the  construction  lliat 
their  "principles,"  or  at  least  some  of  them,  would 
bo  carried  into  effect  by  the  experimental  tariff;  and, 
Iherefuie,  if  1  had  remained  in  the  senate  to  vole 
ogaiiisl  the  tariff  bill,  it  might  have  been  alleged, 
and  it  would  have  been  charged,  ihat  1  had  disolnyed 
the  iii.sfnic/ioii.'i  of  the  North  Carolina  legislature 
merely  for  the  sake  of  my  office.  And  what  could 
1  have  answered?  Had  1  told  you  that  the  res 
lions  were  obscure,  and  that  therefore  1  had  not 
boon   able   to  obey,  my  excuse  would  have  bee--  - 
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false  one,  for  I  have  already  shown  you  Ihat  I  daroil 
not  vote  foi-  the  thins,  haii  the  instructions  been  sent 
in  the  very  words  of  the  act,  whilst  the  alternative  of 
resigninu  was  i-onceded  to  be  balh  my  right  and  my 
duty.  Had  I  luld  you  that  the  hijjhei-  duly  imposed 
upon  me  tlie  obligation  of  Jt/faliiig- this  new,  unwise, 
and  sectional  laiilT  of  1846,  in  order  to  save  the  re- 
public and  the  people  from  those  injurious  results 
which,  according  to  my  judgment,  were  almost  una- 
voidable, and  that,  ihcrofore,  1  had  remained  in  the 
senate  in  defiance  of  instructions,  it  would  have 
been  untrue  in  my  case;  for,  as  I  have  already  slated, 
I  knew  the  bill  would  pass,  with  or  without  my  vote. 
I  was  incapable  of  resorting  lo  any  such  false  pre- 
tests for  my  defence.  As  a  christian  and  a  gentle- 
man, it  was  my  duty  to  assume,  as  tho  party  press 
at  home  would  seem  lo  have  atiini'.ted  already,  that 
the  "principles''  of  these  resolutions  were  "carried 
out"  by  the  experimental  tariff;  and,  not  being  able 
to  obey,  it  was  therefore  my  right  to  resign.  If 
there  had  been  any  doubt  about  the  other  "principles 
set  forth  in  Iho  forigoing  resolutions,"  there  was 
none  upon  the  principle  of  the  senator's  "duty  to  re- 
sign;" and  his  "right"  to  do  that  was  unquestioned 
and  unquestionable. 

In  so  far  as  the  legislature  intended  to  declare 
hostility  to  the  tariff  act  of  1842,  I  concurred  with 
them,  and  1  again  repeat  that  my  embarrassments 
grew  altogether  out  of  this:  that  the  act  by  which 
It  was  proposed  lo  gel  rid  of  the  tariff  act  of  1842, 
was,  under  the  circumstances  of  its  presentalion, 
progress,  and  enactment,  and,  in  view  of  all  its  eon- 
sequences  to  the  parly  and  the  country,  as  bad  or 
worse  than  the  act  of  1842;  and  a  support  of  it  by 
my  vole  was  utterly  repugnant  lo  a  sense  of  ray  duly 
to  myself,  and  fealty  lo  North  Carolina  and  the 
Union;  so  that  1  retired  from  it  as  1  would  from  a 
political  pestilence.  1  did  not  do  it  soonor,  for  the 
reasons  already  given;  and  for  the  addilional  reason, 
that  the  governor  of  the  stale  being  a  whig,  it  was 
impossible  to  surrender  my  office  to_the  democratic 
parly  Ihat  elected  me.  If  it  was  nol  my  duty,  it 
was  certainly  my  right,  lo  postpone  it  until  the  Au 
gust  elecliuns,  and  that  right  1  exercised  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  democratic  party,  whose  minions  have 
been  the  first  to  denounce  me  for  il!  The  people  of 
North  Carolina  will  not,  they  cannot  in  honor,  and 
justice,  give  their  sanction  lo  such  abominable 
iniquity.  They  are  too  just,  too  honorable,  lo  ap- 
prove of  the  execrable  maxim  that  "all's  lair  in  po- 
litics." 

It  may  be  regarded  as  no  slight  evidence  of  the 
faithfulness  with  which  1  adhered  to  my  parly  obli- 
gations, that,  afler  consenliiig,  under  the  pressure 
of  strong  feelings,  to  vole  for  the  experimental 
tariff,  provided  il  could  be  amended  so  as  to  post- 
pone Its  laking  effect  until  4lh  March  next,  I  had 
very  considerable  doubts  whelher  1  had  not  gone  too 
far.  Yet,  in  my  endeavors  to  avoid  complaint,  I 
adhered  lo  my  pledge,  and  nobody  was  suffered  to 
know  of  my  repentance.  The  minute  befure  I  re 
signed,  it  was  made  known  that  I  vjould  abiile  by  that 
offer,  and  a  final  answer  was  given  by  those  eompe 
tent  to  reply,  that  the  bill  would  cirtainly  pass  loitlumt 
my  vole,  and  my  alteralion  of  it  toould  endanger  Us  pas 
sage  in  lite  other  house,  and  therefore  no  amendment 
would  be  voted  for.  This  was  communicated  to  me, 
and  thereupon  my  resignation  was  handed  in  to  the 
senate. 

Now,  my  friends  and  countrymen,  1  believe  I  have 
told  you  all,  and  1  submit  lo  your  justice  and  con- 
mon  sense  whether  ingenuity  and  malice  combined 
can  make  out  more  against  my  conduct  with  the  ad 
ministralion,  upon  the  subject  of  tlie  tariff,  than  an 
honest  difference  of  opinion.'  Because  Ihe  presidenl 
recommended  a  lax  law,  must  your  senator  there- 
fore approve  of  it,  without  crossing  a  (  or  dotting 
an  i?  IJecnuse  the  admiuislrallon  wished  to  carry 
a  bill  for  revenue,  must  your  senator,  against  his 
own  judgment,  Iherefore  vote  for  il?  Because  the 
treasury  department  may  have  become  comniiltcd 
to  a  new  experiment  on  the  tarifl,  dues  it  Iherelore 
become  a  pari  of  the  creed  of  denujcracy,  and  biiKl 
senators  who  v.ere  chosen  long  before  this  admints- 
tion  was  elecled.'  When,  and  where,  and  how  did 
these  become  a  part  of  the  political  faith  of  North 
Carolina?  Who  indoctrinated  her  and  her  people? — 
What  book  teaches  il?  Vv'hat  piecedenls  enforce  il? 
What  age  illustrates  il?  The  constitution  provides 
that  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the 
house  of  representatives;  but  here  is  a  new  doctrine 
in  politics,  and  a  new  prjctice  in  carrying  it  out,  as 
well  as  a  new  principle  for  laying  duties!  And  will 
you  agree  to  proscribe  me  simply  because  I  resigned 
rather  than  give  my  vote  thus  to  revolutionize  at 
once,  and  without  time  for  deliberation  or  opportu- 
nity to  amend  the  ;ict,  all  the  past  experience  of 
the  government,  and  tu  set  aside  the  counsels  of 
Washinglon,  Jefferson,  ,Madison,  „\Iomce,  and  Jack- 
son? 


I  do  not  undertake  lo  account,  for  Ihe  present  at  I 
least,  for  the  extraordinary  outrage  that  was  per- 
petrated upon  my  rights  as  a  man  and  a  senator,  as 
soon  as  1  had  resigned,  and  before  I  had  been  either  | 
asked  for  my  reasons  or  allowed  time  to  speak  to 
you  for  myself,  nor  to  remark  upon  the  servile  spirit 
of  some  in  our  own  state  who  were  quite  eager  to 
follow  the  ignoble  lead.  There  is  a  time  for  all 
things.  But  In  those  in  North  Carolina,  of  every 
parly,  who  aim  to  direct  public  opinion,  I  beg  leave 
lo  say  a  word  in  which  they  are  interested  as  mirch 
as  I  can  be.  How  happened  it  that  another  demo- 
cratic senator  openly  denounced  this  very  bill  as 
absurd,  disgusting,  and  unfit  to  be  touched,  and  he 
was  not  noticed  by  party  censures?  How  did  it  come 
about  that  another  democratic  senator  in  debate, 
.averred  most  emphatically  that  the  omission  in  it  of 
a  tax  upon  tea  and  cofl'ee  for  revenue  "was  toithoul 
excuse,*^  and  nut  a  word  of  complaint  was  made 
against  iiiM?  Whence  was  it  that  democrats  of  I'tr- 
ginia  voted  against  the  administration  upon  the  reso- 
lution of  nolice  lo  terminate  the  Ore^^on  convention, 
and  no  one  was  heard  to  proclaim  thf.ir  want  of 
fealty  to  Ihe  party  or  adminislralion?  And  by  what 
influence  was  it  that  South  Carolina  democrats  did 
the  like,  and  they  went  unreproved?  Whence  hap- 
pened It  Ihat  a  democratic  senator  refused  lo  vote  for 
the  Mexican  war,  and  still  he  was  a  good  parly  man 
and  administration  man?  And  tliat  other  democratic 
senators  voted  against  amendments  lo  the  Indepen- 
dent Treasury,  reported  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  adminislralion,  and  declared  by  the  secretary 
to  be  indispensable  lo  his  getliug  along,  and  yet  TUEV 
were  treated  as  true  and  loyal,  wilhout  any  open  re- 
proaches? And,  more  than  all,  how  will  you  account 
for  it  thai  other  senators  have  denounced  the  presi- 
dent for  the  Oregon  treaty,  and  openly  charged  him 
with /™«(i,  i(ccu(,  and  /ii/;)ocrisi/,  and  still  they  re- 
main veiy  excellent  friends  of  this  adniinistialion, 
and  received  no  censures?  But  a  senator  from.\'ur(/» 
Cai'c(i!in,  H ho  enjoyed  the  personal  confidence  of 
the  president  more  than  any  other,  supported  his  ad- 
ministration more  zealously,  and  I  may  say  more 
successfully,  than  any  other  single  senator  has  done — 
an  early,  intimate,  unflinching  rrici.d,  who  brought  to 
his  support  his  heart  as  well  as  his  head,  all  he  had  of 
both — has  been  denounced  and  slandered  as  a  traitor 
and  apostate,  merely  because  he  resigned  his  seat  in 
the  senate  into  jour  hands,  sooner  than  violate  his 
conscience  by  voting  for  a  measure  of  legislation, 
or  disturb  bis  adminislralion  friends  by  resisting  il. 
Such  are  the  undeniable  facts,  look  ye  to  their  mean- 
ing.    Your  friend  and  countryman, 

WILL.  H    HAYWOOD,  Jr. 

Washington,  .August  lU,  1846. 


ArpENClX. 

Senator  Hayioood's  letler  of  acceptance,  addressed  to  the 
legislature  of  Aoi'f/i  Carolina. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive, 
through  your  speaker,  official  notice  of  my  elec- 
tion as  a  senator  in  the  congress  of  the  United  Slates 
from  North  Carolina,  with  a  request  that  1  would 
accept  the  same. 

It  has  become  so  much  a  matter  of  course  to  make 
professions  of  gratitude  lor  public  favor,  that  1  am 
not  without  apprehension  such  professions  from  me 
will  be  regarded  as  a  mere  form.  But  called,  as  I 
have  been,  wilhout  any  solicitation  of  mine,  lo  re- 
sume the  responsibilities  of  so  distinguished  a  sta- 
tion in  Ihe  service  of  North  Carolina,  it  is  but  a 
faint  expression  of  my  feelings  to  declare  Ihat  1 
Ihank  you,  wilh  all  my  heart,  for  this  mark  of  your 
confidence. 

Though  oppressed  by  a  painful  distrust  of  my 
ability  to  do  the  half  of  what  my  affection  for  the 
Slate  would  prompt  me  to  undertake  in  her  behalf, 
still  1  believe  it  is  my  duly  not  lo  decline  your  no- 
mination. 1  would  I  had  more  experience  and 
greater  capacity  for  the  patriotic  work.  Such  as  1 
have  shall  be  brought  lo  il  wilhout  reserve.  Our 
sla'.e  enjoys,  as  she  deserves  an  enviable  reputation 
lor  llone^ty  and  disinlercsledness.  In  her  devotion 
to  liberty  and  Ihe  Union,  she  has  been  second  to 
none;  lor  submission  lo  lawful  authority,  a  rever- 
ence lor  la»v  and  order,  and  a  general  regard  for 
personal  right,  1  do  believe  there  is  not  such  another 
people  in  the  world.  These  virtues,  while  they  dis- 
tinguish Ihe  character  of  the  stale,  do  at  the  same 
time  furnish  strong  motives  .'"or  failbfulness  in  her 
public  agents.  I  trust  il  may  be  in  my  power  lo 
show  my  own  appreciation  of  her  partiality,  by  al- 
ways regarding  the  slalion  assigned  lo  mc  as  an  in- 
strument to  advance  her  welfare.  And  if,  in  the 
order  of  Providence  il  should  be  my  lot  to  accom 
plisli  any  great  good,  or  lo  assist  others  in  accom- 
plishing—  to  prevent  any  serious  evils  lo  or  ourcoio- 
niun  country,  aud  to  North  Carolina  in  parlirular, 
or  to  aid  others  in  prevculing  them,  I  shall  hereaflcr 


rejoice  more  that  the  good  work  was  done  than 
I  shall  that  I  did  it,  and  much  more  than  1  now  can 
that  I  have  been  chosen  by  you  lo  altempt  it. 

On  the  other  band,  should  it  be  my  misfortune  to 
fail  altog.'iher,  and  lo  lose  at  Iho  close  the  confi- 
dence which  has  been  so  generously  bestowed  in  tha 
outset,  my  friends  shall  not  find  a  reason  for  my 
failure  in  the  lack  of  zi'alto  do  all  my  duly  to  North 
Carolina;  nor  will  my  enemies  be  able  to  atiributo 
It  in  any  degree  to  a  violation  of  jircuiou.*  pledges;  for 
beyond  such  as  my  /cnoieil  political  principles  have  au- 
thorised you  fairly  to  infer,  I  am  buund  by  no  pledges 
whatever.  I  do  not  aA'cct  to  be  ignorant  Ihat  my 
election  to  Ihe  senate  was  made  by  the  dcmocrallu 
party,  and  I  should  spurn  the  thought  of  deserting 
the  principles  of  that  party  after  having  been  chosen 
to  fill  so  exalted  a  posl  for  the  very  purpose  of  sus- 
taining tlium.  I  am  myself  heartily  and  conscien- 
tiously a  Democrat.  Il  is  the  common  lot  ol  public 
men  to  em  oiinter  calumny  and  misrepresentation; 
that  would  seem  to  be  a  tax  imposed  by  freedom 
upon  patriotism,  and  I  am  not  so  vain  as  to  expect  to 
go  free.  May  1  not,  however,  be  permitted,  on  this 
occasion,  wilhiiut  censure  from  any  quarter,  to  be- 
speak tho  candor  of  all  just  men  against  those  sus- 
picions which  are  so  common,  but  so  well  calculated 
to  weaken  the  hands  of  a  representative?  I  do  it 
more  for  the  oflice  of  state  senator  than  myself,  and 
not  so  much  to  protect  my  own  feelings  as  to  fortify 
Ihe  station  I  miist  occupy.  Suspicions,  1  mean,  of 
Ibe  political  integrity  of  a  re[rresentativc,  begctlmg 
distrust  if  he  fails  on  all  occasions  to  arrange  him- 
self, as  a  servile  follower,  behind  some  great  parly 
captain;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  causing  even  re- 
spectable men,  to  their  own  dishonor,  and  that  of  hu- 
man nalure,  to  think  of  enticing  a  polilii'al  opponent 
from  the  path  of  rectitude  by  pretending  lo  antici- 
pate his  treachery,  11  ever  he  happens  lo  separate 
iVom  his  own  party  leaders  upon  any  question  what- 
ever. The  dread  of  false  clamors  by  selfish  men  of 
one's  own  side,  and  the  mortifying  enticements  of 
flattery  from  the  other,  springing  alike  from  this 
unchaiilable  source,  constitute  serious  discourage- 
ments lo  a  scrup  dous  and  sensitive  mind  against  ac- 
centing a  public  oflice,  whilst  to  venal  or  lirnid  men 
in  oflice  they  are  perilous  temptations  to  svverve 
from  the  manly  performance  of  their  duly.  It  must 
needs  be  that  parties  will  exist,  and  perhaps  il  is 
right  and  proper  Ihat  they  should.  I  am  nol  lo  bo 
understood  as  deprecating  party,  but  only  Ihe  malig- 
nant insenuily  with  which  it  strives  to  fisten  itself 
upon  all  and  any  and  every  question  which  ran  be 
piesenled.  This  latter  spirit  is  an  undeniable  evil; 
it  makes  us  slaves  to  the  bad  passions,  not  only  of 
ourselves  but  of  others  also;  it  destroys  the  salutary 
influence  of  a  well  regulated  and  patriotic  party 
spirit,  having  for  its  object  Ihe  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  looking  to  the  welfare  of  the  country.  Honest 
stalesinen  have  always  been  more  or  less  parly  men. 
There  are,  however,  as  there  always  must  be,  some 
questions  which  concern  our  government  above  the 
rightful  control  of  mere  party:  queslions,  in  the  de- 
lerminaliun  of  which  upri^hi  minds,  though  atlach- 
ed  lo  the  same  party  may  differ  wilhout  crime  in 
either;  and  legislators  for  the  Union,  though  belong- 
ing lo  opposite  parlies,  may  happen  lo  concur  wilh- 
out bad  lailh  in  either;  queslions  upon  which  ilwerc 
as  factious  lo  adhere  to  a  party,  contrary  to  the  con- 
victions of  one's  understanding,  as  it  would  be  dis- 
honorable upon  others  of  a  dilfercnt  cliaraclcr  lo 
desert  pinty  and  lo  falsify  Ihe  professions  by  means 
of  uhieh  he  had  been  elevated  lo  oflice.  And  it  is 
not  a  dictate  in  prudence  in  the  people  lo  multiply 
rather  than  diminish  the  r.uniber  of  these  questions, 
as  it  should  be  a  principle  of  honor  among  those 
who  aim  to  give  a  direction  to  the  popular  mind  to 
allow  lo  their  representatives  that  llieri-  are  some 
points  i^pon  which,  being  left  to  think  f /r  himself, 
he  w  ill  be  expected  to  act  independently  according 
to  his  own  judgment,  without  thereby  exposing  him- 
self to  be  claimed  as  an  ally  by  his  enemas,  or  de- 
nuunced  as  a  traitor  by  his  friends?  Though  a  party 
man,  therefore,  upon  measures  which  Itgitimalcly 
corned  themsehcs  wilh  llie  aekno«  ledgid  princi- 
ples of  pally,  and  by  no  means  approving  the  hypo- 
crisy of  slatcsincn  or  politicians  «ho  may  feign  lo 
live  altogether  above  its  atmosphere,  1  dare  not  sur- 
render llie  stale  to  party,  did  fealty  lo  the  latter 
make  it  necessary  to  do  il;  nor  will  1  ever  sacri- 
fice my  parly  to  self,  should  it  be  in  my  power  lo  do 
thai. 

Kelying  upon  Ihe  blessings  of  God  on  my  efforts 
to  serve  Noiih  Carolina,  auii,  as  her  senator,  adhering 
to  what  IS  right  for  its  own  sake,  in  jiublic  as  in 
private  lite,  1  shall  strive  to  deseive  alike  the  confi- 
Oenee  of  the  slate  and  of  the  parly  by  » liose  ia\or 
this  high  trust  tias  been  confided  lu  mc. 
I  am  your  Ineiid  ai.d  counlryman, 

WAl.  II.  HAYWOUU,  Jr. 
Kalei^h,  Jan.  16,  1843. 
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The  PanTa  Fe  R.\peD!T!on.— A.t  cxpresa  from  Gen. 
Keariuy  renclitd  Furl  LcQvenworih  on  ihe  Hih  inslnnt. 
The  genersl  wiih  several  ciinpanies  United  Si.ites  (ira- 
"ocms,  ilie  Ist  rc'Himenl  Missouri  volunteers  under  Col. 
b'.niph.nn,  and  Major  Clarke's  battalion  of  volunteer 
ortillery  left  Bents'  Fort  lor  Santa  Fe,  on  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust, nil  in  fine  health  and  spirits.  'J'hey  had  informa- 
tion that  so  far  from  a  resistance,  the  Mexicans  were 
anxious  for  the  arrival  of  the  Americans.  'I'lie  I.idies 
of  .Santa  Fe  were  makin"  extensive  preparations  for  a 
fnndungo  dance  and  other  sports  to  welcome  their  re- 
ceplionT  and  sotne  of  tliein  expressed  a  desire  to  acconi- 
imny  the  expedition  to  California.  Captain  .Moore, 
United  .States  dragoons,  had  captured  t.'iree  spies,  sent 
by  the  Mexicans  to  look  out.  Tliev  were  taken  to  camp, 
and  there  told  to  examine  every  thing  and  make  what 
enquiries  they  pleased,  and  were  then  dismissed.  Gen. 
Kearney  would  remain  at  Santa  Fe  till  Colonel  Price's 
re^'itnent  arrived,  and  then  proceed  to  California. 

Col.  Allen  with  500  Mnxican  infantry  was  prooress- 
ino  rapirilv  and  would  piobablv  reach  Bents' Fort  be- 
foFe  Col.  Price's  mounted  men.  A  great  number  of  Irad- 
ir»  and  a  laige  quantity  of  goods  were  met  on  their  waj' 
out. 

When  the  Lilllc  Missouri  left  Fort  Leavenworth,  on 
Ihe  I6th,  there  were  yet  at  the  fort  nine  companies,  a 
portion  of  Colonel  Price's  regiment,  and  a  portion  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Wilcox's  extra  battalion. 

Oregon" EMIGRATION.  A  pnrty  often  persons  who 
left  Oregon  city  on  the  ISih  of  April  last,  reached  St. 
L'.uis  on  the  15'h  ii!st.  On  the  route  in,  the  party  pass- 
ed five  hundred  and  twenty-four  emigrant  wagons, 
mos'lv  to  go  to  Oregon;  a  portion,  however,  intended  to 
cross  over  into  Calilornia  by  the  Salt  Lake  mule.  Col. 
Rus-sell's  company,  including  Gov.  Bnggs  and  others, 
were  met  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  beyond  Fort 
Laramie.  This  company  when  they  .narted  intended  to 
go  to  Oregon,  and  it  is  probable  the  whole  coinpiiny 
will  go  iliere.  The  general  health  of  the  country  was, 
at  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  company,  very  good. 

Naval.  The  steam  frigate  Mississippi  reached  Pen- 
sacola,  on  the  19ih,  in  four  and  a  half  days  from  Vera 
Criiz.  Santa  Anna  wascxpec'ed  to  arrive  the  day  alter 
the  Mississippi  left,  but  the  Santa  Anna  parly,  though 
they  require  a  change  of  ruier.s,  sternly  insist  upon  the 
most  active  prosecution  of  hostilities. 

A  demonstration,  by  order  of  Com.  Conner,  was  made 
anainst  Alvarado,  on  the  8th  insl.,  in  which  the  Missis- 
sippi participated.  The  difTiculiy  of  passing  the  bar, 
iind  the  appearances  of  an  approaching  storm,  induced 
a  signal  to  haul  "ff,  after  some  shots  had  been  exchanged, 
wiihout  i.'.jury  on  our  side. 

TuRAsuny  Notes.  Tlie  Wa.«hinglon  Union,  of  Fri 
day,  slates  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  author- 
ized, under  the  advice  of  the  President  of  ihe  United 
Slates,  and  in  ctmlurmiiy  with  the  act  of  July  last,  the 
issue,  on  that  day,  ot  trea'sury  notes  to  the  amount  of 
half  a  million  Ql'  dollars  of  the  denomination  of  $50  and 
liilUO.  Notes  of  larger  denomination  will  herealier  be 
occasionally  issued.  The  Union  adds—"  We  understand 
from  Ihe  best  authority  that  the  secretary  of  ihe  freastiry 
has  uniformly  avowed  his  determination  to  issue  no  trea- 
sury notes  under  i850." 

HnsiNE-s  CIRCLES.  Boston  papers  say  that  a  fair  fail 
business  is  now  going  on  in  that  city.  Money  market 
easier. 

At  New  York  a  number  of  heavy  and  disastrous  fai- 
lures have  taken  place  during  the  week.  Some  have 
also  occurred  at  Baltiinore. 

Gkai.v  AN'DFLOuit,  continuo  down  at  the  lowest  figures 
we  have  yet  quoted  them  at. 

Tobacco,  has  accumulated  until  neither  public  nor  pri- 
vate warehouses  can  accommodate  what  is  brought  to 
Baltiintjre. 

CoTTu.^i,  sustains  iis  own — and  is  rather  in  demand. — 
Accouniit  of  the  condiii on  of  the  crop  are  quite  gloomy. 
The  aiiny  worm  has  assailed  it  severely  in  many  places. 

Potato  disease.  The  Burlinstion  Press,  of  the  aUl 
slates  that  tins  disease  has  atl.ickcd  the  potato  earlier, 
certaitdy  than  Isst  season.  "Fields  that  were  sound  lasl 
year,  are  already  severely  ittfecltd-  The  e.liior  eays,  a 
worm  is  iiivariahly  (uniid  by  examining  the  slalk,  sup- 
posed to  be  ibo  product  ol  an  egg  deposiied  by  a  (ly — 
The  worm  destroys  the  vitality  and  ilii<  communicates 
the  diaeafo  to  iho'uihers.  Mioving  olf  the  . stalks  below 
the  point  at  which  llie  ogg  is  deposited  is  found  lo  bu  u 
pteveniative 

The  weather,  in  our  region  conlinncs  as  favorable 
for  inaiuring  the  crops  of  corn  and  tobacco,  as  we  have 
ever  witnessed. 

Election's  Indiana.  Oflicial  returns,  according  lo 
the  BlHIc  Sentinel,  givo  the  (ollowing  result: 


Eahtequake.  a  severe  shock  was  felt  at  five  nii- 
nuits  belore  5  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  2oih 
iiist.,  in  Massachusetts.  At  Boston,  the  2'ianscript 
stales,  ''it  was  accompanied  by  a  rumbling  sound,  re- 
sembling that  caused  by  a  trniu  of  railroad  cars  passing 
overn  shori  bridge."  Num'uers  of  persons  were  awak- 
ened by  the  rocking  of  their  beds.  At  Jamaica  PI  tins 
a  chimney  was  shaken  down.  At  Worcester,  doorbells 
were  rung  by  the  vibration.  At  Newburyport,  a  rumb- 
ling noise,  ten  or  filteeti  minutes  in  duration,  was  heard. 
At  Wilmington,  crockery  ware  was  knocked  from  the 
shelves.  At  Beverley,  a  gentleman  \'.  rites,  "my  bed 
shook,  and  it  .sounded  as  though  a  dozen  railroad  trains 
"ere  passing  over  my  roof."  It  was  also  lell  at  Spring- 
field. 


The  California  expedition. — We  learn  that  Col. 
Stsnlon  has  chattered  the  ships  Susan  Drew,  T.  H^ 
Perkins,  and  Loo  Choo,  tu  convey  Ihe  California  ex- 
pedition to  their  place  of  destination.  These  ves- 
sels are  all  of  tlie  besl  class  of  ships  and  of  about 
700  tons  custom  house  measure — well  ventilated  and 
admirably  calculated  for  tran?ports. 

We  are  pie.ased  to  learn,  that  while  millions  of 
dollars  hjve  been  squandered  in  extravagant  char- 
ter parties  al  the  south,  these  vessels  have  all  been 
taken  up  at  what  would  be  considered  reasonabie 
terms  if  engaged  by  individuals.  The  gross  amount 
paid  to  the  three  ships  is  only  $65,000.  Those  who 
are  acquainted  with  Col.  Slanton  will  not  be  sur 
prised  at  this,  while  the  public  will  of  course  be 
prepared  to  learn  that  certain  friends  of  the  adiainis- 
iralion  were  anxious  to  do  the  work  foi'  doui>le  the 
sum! 

For  ourselves  we  have  never  believed  that  this  ex 
pedition  would  sail  under  the  command  of  J.  D.  Ste- 
venson; and  warrant  for  such  an  opinion,  may  be 
found  in  the  well  known  Glentworth  aB'air.  A  man 
who  has  ever  found  it  necessary  to  be  an  alias, 
should  never  be  entrusted  with  a  military  command 
or  made  the  associate  and  companion  of  gentleineo. 
How  Governor  Marcy  can  justify  it  to  his  consci- 
ence and  the  country  for  having  recommended  Ste- 
venson for  this  highly  important  coiuniand,  we  can- 
not conjecture. 

We  have  now  lying  on  our  table  a  paper,  signed 
Thos.  Jefferson  Sutlicrland.  making  many  grave  charg- 
es against  Stevenson  which  he  pledges  to  prove  be- 
fore a  court  of  enquiry  if  an  opportunity  be  afibrded 
him.  Of  course  we  know  nothing  of  their  truth; 
but  whether  true  or  false,  the  government  will  not 
be  held  excused  by  the  people,  if  the  expedition  be 
permitted  to  sail  under  the  cominaiid  of  Stevenson 
without  an  investigation  into  these  charges. 

We  copy  the  following  from  this  paper,  which  has 
been  handed  us  by  Sutherland  who  is  himself  a  cap- 
tain of  volunteers. 

4th.  That  ho  has  purposed  a  fraud  upon  the  members 
of  his  regiment  by  procuring  a  large  quantity  of  cioth- 
iiig,  no!  American  in  its  fashion  nor  suited  to  the  cli- 
mate of  Calilornia,  which  ho  designs  to  compel  his  men 
to  jjurchase  from  htm  at  prices  tar  above  the  real  value; 
Ins  son-in-law  being  the  pretended  contractor. 

6ih.  That  he  leported  company  rolls  lo  the  governor 
of  this  slate  as  complete  according  to  the  requisiiions  of 
the  war  department,  when  in  fact  the  companies  did 
not  con'.ain  the  men  professed  to  have  been  enrolled, 
and  thus  procured  commisoions  for  favorites  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  competenl  men  and  good  officers  who  had 
reported  perfect  rolls  of  companies,  whose  ranks  were 
tilled  v.'ith  respectable  men. 

(>  h.  That  he  has  used  his  infloence  lo  exclude  from 
the  corps  of  ofiicers  ot  his  regiment  all  men  of  capacity 
anil  experience,  and  those  v\  lio  would  be  most  likely  to 
he  directed  by  a  nice  regard  lor  the  interest  and  oonor 
of  their  country,  and  to  constitute  it  a  body  of  weak,  or 
very  young  and  inexperienced  men,  who  must  needs  be 
hissniipliantunilerlings. 

7ili.  That  he  has  publiclij  declared  that  if  he  was  sen! 
out  hi/  the  gove/nment  in  convoy,  he  would  run  away 
from  'the  naval  commander;  and  that  after  lie  had  landed 
in  Valilornia  he  would  no  longer  obeij  the  President  of 
ihe  United  States  nor  any  other  atithurity  of  the  ^ovein- 
ment. 

Sill.  That  he  has  practLsed  duplicity  on  the  President, 
the  Governor,  and  other  persons  in  udice  in  this.stale, 
unbecoming  ar  odicer  ami  a  soldier. 

These  are  grave  charges  which  concern  not  me  alone, 
but  tin:  whole  couniry,  and  ihcy  arc  now  declared  with 
the  fullest  sense  uiiil  'undersandiiig  thai  I  endorse  their 
iiutli  wiih  the  fou.inis.-ion  ulneh  1  myself  hold,  and  a 
line   and  nnptisomneni  on   an   indk-tnicnt  tor  hhel,   if 


il» 


niito. 


Whij 


Loco. 
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Jotnl  ballot,  77  73 

Missouri.     Thi  newcnnstitulion,  adopted  by  the  Con- 

utiiiiiional  Coiivcniioii  lately  held,  and  suhniuird  to  ihc 

p.'ople  of  tlie  St  tile  lor  iipp   ival   or  rijiciiun— has.  been 

Tijeeted  liy  a  decisive  y.iie. 

loWA  has,  by  popular  vote,  adopted  the  Constitution, 

and  becuincs  one  ui  tho  Sluliisul  ino  Union. 


tlie  chi 


should   prove   lo   he 


ll-and 


nil  this  I 


'J'lios. 


jEFlliKbON    SuTUERLAND. 

I  i'oiA-  Vour.  1^  llnqidrer. 


Cai'i.  Lowi),  'ii/  V.    S.  .irtillcnj A  subscription 

(linuted  to  one  ilollar  each  subscriber)  has  been  open- 
ed at  Rochester,  N.  Y.  lor  the  purpose  of  ptircliasing 
and  presenting  u  sword  to  Capt.  Lowd,  of  the  '.2d.  U. 
S.  .Xrtillery,  lor  his  gallant  conduct  in  tliedeltnce  of 
Fort  Brow  n  during  the  long  bombardment  of  that  post 
by  tho  MejMcans. 

END  OF  VOLUME  SEVENTY. 


"army  of  OCCtJPATION.*' 

Advance  OF  THE  ARMY.  We  have  Matamoros  dales 
to  the  Sill  Inst. 

Ge.n.  Taylor  left  Matamoros  on  the  5ih  August,  in 
the  steamer  Whiteville,  for  Camargo,  aceomp'anied  by 
about  one  half  the  Texan  regiment  of  infantry  and  a 

Gen.  Twiggs  is  lefi  in  command  at  Matamoro'. 
Temperance  orders.    Previous  to  leaving.  General 
Taylor  on  the  -id  insi.  issued  Ihe  f  illowing: 

"Gc.ic-al  Order,  No.  91.  No  spirituous  liquors  will  be 
permiiied  to  enter  the  river  or  the  city  of  Matamoros  for 
the  purpo^js  of  barter  or  traffic  on  the  aceoant  of  any 
person  whatever,  whether  sutler  in  the  army  or  private 
dealers.  Any  liquors  fjund  in  violafion  of  this  order 
will  be  confiscated  and  sent  to  the  quartermaster  in  N. 
Orleans  to  be  sold — one  half  of  the  proceeds  fir  the  be- 
nefit of  the  informant,  the  other  halflo  be  applied  to  the 
support  of  the  hospital  department. 

The  merchants  at  Matamoros  will  be  permitted  to 
vend  Ihe  liquors  they  may  actually  have  on  hand  hut  to 
receive  no  new  supplies. 

Tile  commanding  general  issues  this  order  under  the 
sanction  of  the  general  government,  and  calls  upon  all 
ofiicers  to  give  their  aid  in  expcutini;it«  provisions  The 
quartermaster's  department  and  Col.  Clark  will  take  the 
necessary  measures  to  have  it  communicated  to  the  per- 
sons interested,  partieiilarly  to  the  dealers  in  Matamo- 
ros, and  the  masters  of  al!  pnblie  transports  or  other  ves- 
sels in  the  river.  Any  steamboat  captains  or  other  hired 
persons  that  are  found  violaung  it,  will  be  at  once  dis- 
missed from  tiie  service  '* 

We  judge  from  the  numerous  article  in  the  Matamo- 
ros papers,  that  the  above  order  has  occasioned  no  liiile 
exeileioenl.  fiow  far  it  is  possible  to  evade  its  provisions, 
is  the  question.  "Spirituous  liquors?''  says  the  sutler, — 
and  the  government  wines  and  malt  liquors  they  insist 
are  included  in  the  prohibition. 

Col.  Hays'  regiment  of  mounted  Teians  were  still  de- 
tained al  Matamoros  on  ihe  8;h,  for  want  of  tents, 
which  had  been  sent  for  lioin  Point  Isabel.  A  lelier 
from  one  of  the  regiments  of  that  date,  intimates  that 
instead  of  going  direct  to  Camargo,  that  regiment  is  to 
proceed  in  the  direclinn  of  Tampico  into  the  interior, 
and  jijin  the  main  army  in  a  few  weeks  at  Camargo. 

A  letter  published  in  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin,  dated 
Matamoros,  August  6lh,  says:  "General  Taylor  left  here 
two  days  since  for  Camargo  by  the  river,  to  await  the 
assemblage  of  the  army  at  that  point,  for  the  march  to 
Monterey.  It  is  thought  he.  will  be  able  to  begin  the 
march  by  the  1st  lo  lOili  September. 

His  field  f->rce  will  be  "2,500,  and  if  the  2d  infantry  ar- 
rive in  time,  say.  3,000  regular  troops,  whh  about  7,31)0 
volunteers,  as  follows:  three  Texas  regiments;  two  Ohio; 
one  Georgia;  two  Kentucky;  one  Tennessee;  one  Ala- 
bama; one  Mississippi  regiment,  and  the  Baltimore 
battalion,  in  all  say,  10,000  men.  The  two  Indiana  re- 
imenis  will  probably  be  disiribuled  between  this  city 
and  the  inouih  oi  ihe  river,  under  the  command  of  Bn- 
ga  tier  General  Lane. 

One  of  ibe  Texas  mounted  regiments,  under  Colonel 
Hays,  marches  by  a  wide  circuit  ibroug'i  San  Fernan- 
do, Lenarts,  &.C.,  to  join  the  main  body  at  Camargo, 
or  on  the  march  to  .Monterey-  They  will  probably  find 
I  k,  as  .^1,-jia  is  said  to  be  at  Lenares,  with  the  wreck 
ol  Arista's  fjrce. 

The  artillery  will  be  composed  of  Duncan's,  Ridge- 
ley's,  and  Bragg's  batteries,  of  two  six  pounders,  and 
one  twelve  pounder  howiizer  each,  and  a  fourth  battery 
of  two  twelve  pound  gun?,  and  two  twenty-four  pound 
howitzers,  uinier  Capt  Webster,  in  all  sixteen  pieces, 
with  six  horses  to  each  gun.     Tliey  will  travel  easily. 

The  dragoons  will  probably  be  increased  to  SOO  or 
350  by  recruits.  They  have  been  nursing  their  hoses 
ever  since  the  bailies,  and  are  in  better  condition  than 
thry  then  were.  Two  of  the  Texas  regiments  ars 
•Mounted  riflemen,  and  will  make  the  whole  force  of 
burses,  say  I.'IOO. 

By  the  close  of  September  this  column  will  reach 
iMonterej',  where  the  chances  of  a  baltle  are  sufficiently 
uncertain  to  make  it  a  mailer  of  daily  doubt  and  specu- 
lation. The  very  air  is  rili2  wiih  rumors.  It  is  said  that 
Wool  is  now  in  command;  if  so,  and  he  continues  there, 
it  is  a  guarantee  of  hard  knocks.*' 

The  army,  it  is  Siiid,  will  leave  Camargo  about  the 
25:h  of  August,  in  the  direction  of  Monterey. 

The  health  of  the  regular  army  is  represented  to  bo 
good.  The  volunieers  are  suffering  considerably,  main- 
ly from  indiscretions,  to  which  want  of  strict  discipline 
renders  liiem  liable. 

LETTER  FROM  COL.  VELL,  OP   THE   ABKA.N'SAS  VOLU.'JTEERS. 

lleaJtiuurlers,  Shrcvejim-I,  (La.)  July  'ii. 

Mv  DEAR  Sin:  I  have  only  a  moment  lo  wrile  to  you. 
We  naclied  ihis  place  on  yesterday  at  11  o'clock  A.  M  , 
and  by  10  p.  m.  wc  crossed  ihe  river,  and  will  take  up 
the  line  of  march  for  San  Antonio.  I  regret  that  we 
have  been  disappointed  in  receiving  our  public  arms  and 
camp  equipage.  There  has  been  inexcusable  negli- 
gence somewhere,  and  I  shall  make  ihe  report  to  tlie 
proper  department;  and  it  that  negligence  should  bo 
coniiiiued,  and  we  reach  San  Antonio  without  finding 
our  «miis,  1  shall  make  a  final  and  direct  report  of  the 
case  lo  the  secretary  of  war,  and  if  he  does  not  correct 
such  inaiteniion  he  will  deserve  to  be  removed  Ironi  his 
present  po-Jition.  I  hope,  hoivever,  all  will  yet  be  eatis- 
laciorily  i  xplained.  and  that  we  shall  be  furnished  on 
our  arrival  at. our  iioint  of  de^tillatiLln. 

lam  pleased  to  say  that  our  iroi>ps  are  remarkably 
healtiiy  yet,  and  in  good  spirits.  'I'hey  will,  when  an 
opporiuuity  ofiers,  givo  a  good  account  of  themselves. — 
111  liable,  yottrf,  A.  YELL. 


